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you trust!

Direct: 905-727-1961

Top 1% in Canada
www.SusanCowen.com
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Referred!
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Liz and Frank never missed a beat...
And now they’re ready for the next step.

Visit us online at
www.chartwell.com

While Liz and Frank enjoy a busy lifestyle today, they appreciate the peace 
of mind in knowing that Chartwell offers flexibility and choice to help with 
changing care needs in the future. Until that time, they’ll continue to follow 
where the music leads in their new Chartwell home.

CHARTWELL 
PARK PLACE 
retirement residence

15055 Yonge St., Aurora

Call 905-727-2952

Chartwell’s bringing you  
warmth in January. 
Look for us in your community on January 22nd!

St. Joseph’s hosts benefit concert  
for seven-year-old Laura

By Brock Weir

Laura, a Grade 2 student at St. Joseph Catholic 
Elementary School, spent this Christmas a long 
way from home. 

Staying with her parents in Texas with the 
support of  a local church, however, she had a 
taste of  home that morning opening up a box 
of  cards, drawings, and other goodies from 
her fellow students, teachers, and wider school 
community. 

It was a bright spot on a long journey which 
has taken Laura, and her parents Janusz and 
Mira, seeking alternative treatment for Laura’s 
inoperable and otherwise untreatable brain 
stem tumour. 

Recently diagnosed at the age of  seven, 
her parents were naturally devastated by the 

diagnosis the tumour could take her life in mere 
months, but they would not give up hope. She is 
now receiving extensive treatment at the Texas-
based Burzynski Clinic for alternative cancer 
treatment, a course of  action which has not 
been without controversy. 

But, as her parents sprang into action to keep 
hope alive, so too did Laura’s close-knit school 
community. Out of  pocket $25,000 on their first 
visit, each continuing month of  therapy will 
run the family over $30,000 and students, their 
parents, and St. Joseph’s faculty have looked for 
ways they – and the community at large – can 
help ease the burden.

“I will be honest, we cried here for two weeks,” 
says Christine deHaas, principal of  St. Joseph. 
“It was a terrible time. Laura herself  was here 

Mounting garbage prompts 
review of trash contract

By Brock Weir

If  your garbage spent days 
on end at the bottom of  your 
driveway waiting for pickup, 
it didn’t go unnoticed. 

Following mounting 
delays across Aurora in the 
aftermath of  the December 
ice storm, Aurora is now 
reviewing its contract with 
Green For Life (GFL), the 
company contracted by the 
municipality for garbage 
and recycling collection. 

Council convened a 
special meeting Saturday 
morning to deal with the 
problem following a motion 
from Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. 
In his motion, Mayor Dawe 
cited escalating impacts 
stemming from last month’s 
storm resulting in collection 
days being delayed or 
“missed altogether.”

“[Green For Life] GFL 
reported delays and missed 
collection due to weather 
conditions, worker injury 
and vehicle breakdown,” 
read his motion. “GFL is 
still struggling to have the 
Town of  Aurora back on 
their regular collection 
schedule [and] over the past 
several months, prior to the 
ice storm, residents have 
reported several missed 
collections by GFL. This is 
an unacceptable practice 
that needs to be addressed.”

The motion calls on staff  
to “undertake an immediate 
review of  the GFL contract 
to determine if  they are 
meeting the terms and, if  not, 
to recommend immediate 
corrective action and report 
back to Council.”

Speaking to The Auroran 
ahead of  the meeting, Mayor 
Dawe said residents have not 
been shy to address their 
garbage concerns to Town 
Hall, but their concerns are 
not entirely new.

“Quite obviously there 

are issues [with] the ice 
storm and snow and it has 
been difficult to get to, but 
complaints, quite frankly, 
have been going up since 
the fall and maybe even a bit 
before,” he said. “We need to 
look at whether or not they 
are performing. 

“Turtle Island did a pretty 
good job and we didn’t have 
nearly the complaints with 
Turtle Island as we do now.”

Saturday’s discussion 
tasked staff  with going over 
the contract both from the 
municipal perspective and 
the perspective of  GFL to 
determine whether or not 
they are ticking the right 
boxes. 

“We need to get on with 
the issue of  garbage,” Mayor 
Dawe told Council on the 
weekend. “There have been 
some challenges and we need 
our staff  to look into this.”

His motion followed 
similar ones being issued at 
the end of  the week about 
GFL by municipalities like 
Newmarket and Whitchurch-
Stouffville. 

The motion was passed 
unanimously by Council at 
the special meeting.

“Normally, I wouldn’t 
have agreed to waive the 
public notice period with the 
procedural bylaw because I 
would have liked people to 
be in the chamber to discuss 
this with us, but I believe this 
is a situation that needs to be 
taken care of  right away,” 
said Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner. 

Some Councillors, 
however, wanted more 
than just a review of  the 
services Aurora residents 
can expect at ends of  their 
driveways, but of  the 
entire communications 
mechanism between GFL 
and the municipality as 
these problems were being 
met. 

Teen struck and killed by GO Train near St. John’s Sideroad
By Brock Weir

A male teen is dead after 
being struck by a GO Train 
in the north end of  Aurora 
on Tuesday morning.

He was hit on the tracks 
by a southbound train on 
the Barrie-Toronto line 
during the early morning 
commute just north of  
the St. John’s Sideroad 
rail crossing, just west of  
Industrial Parkway North. 

York Regional Police 

were called to the scene 
at 6.15 a.m., according to 
Constable Andy Pattenden, 
and the preliminary 
investigation concluded 
around 9 a.m. 

“It looks like he was an 
older teenage male,” said 
Sergeant Clint Whitney. 
“There are no suspicious 
circumstances or any 
criminality that has come 
to light.”

The incident created 
several problems for early-

morning commuters the 
length of  the corridor. 
People heading south on the 
GO were stranded on the 
train as all movement was 
halted on the Barrie line 
pending the investigation 
until just after 8.30 a.m. 

St. John’s Sideroad 
was also closed to traffic 
heading east from Yonge 
Street while westbound 
traffic created further 
congestion on Industrial 
Parkway. 

Police and emergency vehicles wait for a train to cross St. John’s  
Sideroad after fatally striking a pedestrian north of the intersection. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Parents and staff at St. Joseph Catholic Elemen-
tary School, including (from L to R) Jacqueline, 
Denise, Sonia, Lisa, and Justyna, are putting 
the finishing touches on a special benefit for a 
fellow St. Joseph family and a little Aurora girl 
receiving cancer treatment.    

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications for the following 
positions:

Technician, Network Operations   
Application deadline is Monday, January 20 

Manager of Facilities, Property and Fleet  
Application deadline is Friday, January 24 

For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/employment

Summer Camp Positions  

The Town of Aurora is searching for enthusiastic, dedicated and 
creative individuals to work in our exciting Camp Programs 
throughout the summer.  As a Day Camp Director, Camp Assistant 
Director or Camp Counsellor, you will gain valuable knowledge, 
experience and leadership skills while having fun!

Previous experience working with children is a mandatory 
qualification. Prior day camp experience, working with special needs 
individuals and aquatics qualifications including NLS, WSI and LSI 
are a definite asset.

Wage ranges (per hour):
Camp Director:  $12.53 to $14.23
Camp Assistant Director: $11.56 to $13.14
Camp Counsellor: $10.78 to $12.25

We invite you to forward your resume, specifying your position(s) 
of interest, to Human Resources, Town of Aurora, 100 John West 
Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1 or email to hr@aurora.ca by 
Friday, January 31.

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

Outdoor Skating Rinks   

The four outdoor ice rinks located at Machell Park, Aurora Town 
Park, Ada Johnson Park and Confederation Park are now all open! 

All four rinks have lighting and will operate until 11 p.m. 
Duration of the rink availability is weather dependant.

For more information, please contact the Parks & Recreation 
department at 905-727-3123 ext. 3233.

Aurora Municipal Basketball League

The Aurora Municipal Basketball League (AMBL), in partnership 
with C-Rec and The Town of Aurora, is offering a league for all skill 
levels, ages seven to 17. Players will practice one night per week 
and have a game against another team every Saturday. Emphasis 
will be placed on learning basic basketball skills, teamwork and 
having fun in an encouraging environment. 

The AMBL is always looking for coaches or assistant coaches. For 
more information please contact Jason at 289-879-2732. 

For more information on the league, please contact Franco 
DeMarco, Community Programmer, at 905-726-4770 ext.3121 or 
fdemarco@aurora.ca

Dinner and a Movie 

Johnny English Reborn (Rated PG) 

Where:  Aurora Public Library 
When: Saturday, January 18 
Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds 
Price: Entry is $3 per person 
 and pizza will be served. 
 
For more information, please call 
905-727-3123 ext. 3121

Help us Shape Aurora’s Culture   

The Town of Aurora joins leading municipalities across Ontario in 
developing its first Cultural Master Plan. The Plan will establish 
a cultural vision for the Town as well as identify strategies and 
actions to support cultural and broader economic development 
goals. 

Input from the community on directions and priorities is critical to 
the success of the Cultural Master Plan. We invite all residents to 
complete a short survey that will take approximately 
10 minutes to complete. Please visit www.auroraculture.ca for 
more information and to access the confidential survey.

REMINDERS
Winter Parking Restrictions in effect between 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.  

Snow and ice are here. Please make it safe for everyone and ensure that your vehicles 
are not parked on the street. It is also important to not park over sidewalks or onto the 
roadway.  This is a hazard for residents and it severely hinders the ability of our 
infrastructure and Environmental Services staff to efficiently plow our roads and sidewalks. 
 
For more information on this by-law, please call 905-726-4751 or visit www.aurora.ca

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Thursday, January 16 7 p.m. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee
Thursday, January 16 7 p.m.  Committee of Adjustment
Friday, January 17 10 a.m.  Trails and Active Transportation Committee
Monday, January 20  9 a.m. Special General Committee – Budget*
Tuesday, January 21 7 p.m. Council

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Aurora’s
Borealis

Don’t miss Aurora’s Borealis!
Come to Aurora Town Park every evening 
from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. until Monday, February 17, 2014
and enjoy skating under the lights on a giant outdoor ice rink.
WEATHER-PERMITTING

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca

Sponsored by

physiotherapy clinic

A CURORA HRYSLER

The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be held 
on Monday, October 27. Nominations are now open and 
forms can be viewed and downloaded online at 
www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. Have 
your voice heard on election day and vote!

PUBLIC NOTICES

Special Yard Waste Pick-up

Please be advised that due to the recent ice storm, The Town 
of Aurora has added a special yard waste pick-up for the 
week of January 27 to 31.  

As with regular yard waste collection, residents are asked to 
bundle branches and place them at the curb on their usual 
scheduled garbage pick-up day. 

Bundling guidelines are available on page 17 of the Town’s 
2014 Waste Management Guide and Recycling Calendar or at  
www.aurora.ca/yardwaste

The Town thanks residents for their patience and co-operation 
as clean-up from recent ice storms continues.

Aurora Public Library Drop-Box  

Now it’s even easier to return borrowed materials from the 
Aurora Public Library! For your convenience, there is a new 
drop-box available at the Aurora GO Train Station, accessible 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

2014 Budget  

The Town of Aurora continues its 2014 Budget review sessions. 
Residents are invited and encouraged to have their voices heard 
by attending and speaking at an upcoming session: 

Monday, January 20 at 9 a.m.

Meetings will continue throughout January and February 2014. 

All meetings will be held in Council Chambers, located at Aurora 
Town Hall, 100 John West Way. 

Public input will be received at the beginning of each meeting. 
Those who wish to speak are encouraged to register with the 
Clerk’s office in advance by emailing csecretariat@aurora.ca 
Those who do not register will be allowed to make a presentation 
if time permits.

Budget information will be posted to the Town’s website at www.
aurora.ca/2014budget and updated throughout the process. For 
more information about the 2014 Budget, please contact Dan 
Elliott, Director of Corporate and Finanical Services/Treasurer at 
ourtownbudget@aurora.ca

2014 Community Recognition and Citizen of the 
Year Awards

Do you know a person or organization that is making Aurora a 
better place to live because of their volunteer efforts? 

Make sure they get the recognition they deserve by nominating 
them for a Community Recognition Award. This year the 
Citizen of the Year award will be presented at the Community 
Recognition Awards, as opposed to a separate ceremony. 
Submit a nomination by visiting www.aurora.ca/2014awards 
and complete the application form. 

For more information please contact Erika Vilmanis, Corporate 
Events Co-ordinator, Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 ext. 
4232 evilmanis@aurora.ca

    0%  DEVICES OR COMPONENTS RESOLD
    0%  DEVICES OR COMPONENTS REUSED
    0%  E-WASTE TO LANDFILL
    0% TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
100% SECURE DATA DESTRUCTION

BESTPracticesRecycling

ELECTRONIC WASTE
RECYCLING EVENT

NO COST • NO DATA RISK

ARTEX recycles everything it accepts and 
guarantees secure destruction of 
information. No E-Waste is ever re-sold or 
ends up in local landfills or developing 
nations! 

What's Included?
Computers and peripherals (cables and 
cords), laptops, monitors, keyboards, 
copiers, VCRs, copier/fax machines, cell 
phones/pagers, printers, scanners, hard 
drives, TV, stereo and video equipment, 
shredders, home theatre systems, radios, 
telephones and more!

What’s NOT Included?
Household and kitchen appliances, 
refrigerators, stoves, ovens, microwaves, 
air conditioners, vacuums, toasters, 
blenders, etc.

Saturday, January 18
Bring all your unwanted or obsolete electronic devices to

9 SCANLON COURT
(Just o� of Industrial Parkway North, one block north of Wellington Street)

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

ARTEX
Environmental Corp.

“Certified OES Primary Processor”
www.artexenvironmental.com
416.915.9052 ext.30 RECYCLEYOURELECTRONICS.ca
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QUESTIONS STILL UNANSWERED  
IN JAMAICA MURDER

Investigations continue into the murder of  Aurora native 
Shirley Lewis-McFarlane after three individuals held for 
questioning were released from custody last week. According 
to Superintendent Yvonne Martin-Daley of  the St. Ann Parish 
branch of  the Jamaica Constabulary Force, there are still no 
suspects following the discovery of  Ms. Lewis-McFarlane’s 
body in her Discovery Bay home on December 30. “Police 
[reviewed] all of  the different statements that would have 
been collected and all the persons they had done interviews 
with,” the Superintendent told The Auroran. “Those persons 
who were in custody were released because they did not 
provide material of  an evidentiary nature. The investigation 
is still continuing. Statements have been taken from just 
about everybody who would have known her, seen her or had 
anything to do with her.” A long-time resident of  Aurora, Ms. 
Lewis-McFarlane settled in Jamaica. She is survived by her 
three children, Jasmine, Amanda, and Shawn, and her father, 
Don Lewis.

DEPARTMENTS MERGE,  
NEW CLERK AT TOWN HALL

Beginning January 27, Aurora’s Department of  
Customer and Legislative Services will be combined with 
the Department of  Legal Services under the new banner of  
“Legal and Legislative Services”. This new department will 
be headed up by Town Solicitor Warren Mar. Under the new 
changes, the position of  Town Clerk will no longer be Director 
of  Customer and Legislative Services. In staff  lists issued 
Tuesday, John Leach is out as Town Clerk and the job will be 
filled by Cindy Maher, who has served as Deputy Clerk. 

PETERSON DECLARES FEDERAL CANDIDACY 
Although he has been not been shy about his intentions 

to stand for election, Newmarket lawyer Kyle Peterson has 
officially thrown his hat in the political arena, once again 
seeking the Newmarket-Aurora Federal Liberal nomination in 
time for next Federal election expected in 2015. “I am running 
with one goal in mind: to be the voice for our community in 
Ottawa,” he said in a statement. “I want to make sure everyone 
feels they have a place to express their concerns or share ideas. 
I see that as the primary role as a Member of  Parliament.” 

Briefly

Continued on page 7

FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

BRING THE HEAT
TO YOUR FEET!

Wed - Fri - Sat 10 to 5, Thurs 10 to 7

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Aurora Council eyes 3.44 per cent tax 
increase as budget talks continue

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s potential 2014 tax increase sits this week 
at 3.44 per cent after two days of  budget talks.

Deliberations kicked off  Saturday, tackling a 
forecasted 3.77 tax increase, which was later whittled 
down to 3.38 per cent over the weekend after deleting 
two items from the municipal infrastructure budget. 
Further investigation, however, sent this number 
back up slightly to 3.44 per cent stemming from 
part-time salary costs for operations at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, and an increase in postal rates 
expected from Canada Post.

With a projected 1.54 per cent increase in taxes 
from the Region of  York, this 3.44 per cent tax 
increase on the municipal portion of  your tax bill 
will translate into a combined residential hike of  
1.88 per cent.

Aurora’s taxes breaks down into an annual 
increase of  $12.15 for each $100,000 of  assessment 
on a residential property, or $18.84 overall when 
combined with the Region. The household with an 
average property assessed at roughly $400,000 can 
expect to pay in the neighbourhood of  $75.36 extra 
for the year. 

According to the report from Mr. Garbe and Mr. 
Elliott, factors contributing the tax burden this year 
include the budget for the Central York Fire Services, 
which accounts for 1.13 per cent of  operating budget 
increase, and a jump in salaries and benefits for 
municipal employees, which accounts for 1.80 per 
cent of  the tax hike. 

Additional factors include increased contribution 
to capital reserves, a 3.34 per cent increase in the 
Aurora Public Library’s budget, but a 1.63 per cent 
relief  to tax pressures due to growth. 

Fire, however, remains the biggest issue.
Further discussions on Monday included debates 

over revenue shortfalls stemming from the year-
long closure of  the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
which is undergoing extensive renovations, the cost 
of  online registration for e-Play users, and potential 
increases to Aurora’s communications budget, the 
latter topic of  which was deferred for further debate 
next week.

Looking ahead, Aurora faces significant challenges 
for the future, including a transition from a suburban 
community to a more urban town, according to Mr. 
Garbe. As Aurora marches towards build-out with 
the development of  the 2C subdivision as well as 
future building on Leslie Street employment lands, 
redevelopment and intensification, rather than new 
development, is going to be key and, with that, comes 
a shift in development charges currently enjoyed by 

the Town. 
“The wave is coming in 2C,” said Mr. Garbe said of  

development funds flowing into Town coffers. “Over 
the next six or seven years, that wave will dissipate 
and we will begin to realise the dynamic place our 
Downtown is becoming.”

Al Downey, Director of  Parks and Recreation 
said although there are a number of  achievements 
in his department, including the success of  camp 
programs, the closure of  the AFLC has had a $672,000 
impact on the budget, a gap which will be narrowed 
from stabilization reserves.

“Even though we are collecting less revenues as 
a result of  the closure, we’re collecting increased 
revenues in other areas of  the department by $91,000,” 
said Mr. Downey, noting following questions from 
Councillor Evelyn Buck on increased membership 
numbers at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre could be a 
pressure on the facility. 

“We are monitoring our use of  the Centre by 
seniors,” he said. “We are monitoring the programs 
as well as their membership. All pressures come on 
board to an increase of  seniors, either a re-allocation 
of  some of  that permitable space, or an increase in 
additional space for seniors, or looking at perhaps 
capping membership of  the seniors in order to 
address either of  those pressures.”

As Budget Talks continue over the next month 
or two, further costs will have to be considered by 
Council, Mr. Elliott added. Last year, Aurora took 
on the ownership and stewardship of  the Aurora 
Collection, a diverse group of  artefacts formerly 
owned and curated by the Aurora Historical Society. 
One of  the reasons for the acquisition was to re-
establish an Aurora museum but that, so far, remains 
outside of  the budget pending the completion of  a 
Cultural Master Plan later this spring. 

Lawsuits have also put a strain on things with 
John Leach, Director of  Customer and Legislative 
Services, stating they had budgeted for an increase 
of  $34,600 in insurance premiums but that ultimately 
won’t cut it. Discussions with municipal insurers 
came back with a 46 per cent increase in insurance 
premiums overall, which Mr. Leach called “totally 
unacceptable.” 

“I started to negotiate with them aggressively and 
we have got them down somewhat from that,” he 
said. “We haven’t finished yet, and I suspect when we 
come back I will be able to report through the budget 
process what that amount will be.”

Budget deliberations will continue with an all-day 
session scheduled for 9 a.m. this Monday, January 
20, in Council chambers. Members of  the public are 
welcome to attend and make submissions.

$10m downtown Heritage Park could gain 
momentum this week 

By Brock Weir 

A proposed heritage park in 
northeast Aurora could either gain 
momentum or fizzle this week as 
Councillors consider Hillary-McIntyre 
Park. 

Councillors will be asked to 
authorise staff  to begin negotiations 
for the sale of  Hillary House to the 
Town of  Aurora, as well as the two 
properties immediately to its south for 
a four acre “heritage park.”

The park concept has been 
incubating for nearly two years and 
its proponents have a vision of  a $10 
million project that would combine the 
three properties into a heritage mecca, 
with the two buildings on either end 
remaining largely the same but the 
central building being overhauled into 
museum and exhibition space, offices, 
and an events centre.

Council provided funding for 
consultants to undertake a feasibility 
study on the project and what has 
come forward this week is a slight 
deviation from the original plan, 
such as an emphasis for commercial 
use within the central property 
including “wellness” endeavours like 
a retirement centre. 

Proponents of  the plan had a vision 
requiring a mix of  private fundraising, 
Federal and Provincial grants, with 
the balance of  funding coming from 
Aurora’s Hydro Reserves, which now 
hover in the area of  $34 million. 

Their vision includes a mix of  
private fundraising, federal and 
provincial grants, and a large chunk 
of  the vision being funded by Aurora’s 
Hydro Reserve funds which now hover 
in the area of  $34 million.

Although Councillors are expected 
to discuss the price tags of  the 
respective properties behind closed 
doors this week, the study compares 
Horton Place to similar properties 
which have realised a market value 
anywhere between the high $900,000s 
and $2.5 million. 

Hillary House is currently owned by 
the Aurora Historical Society. Horton 
Place is owned by historian John 
McIntyre who has told proponents 
he is willing to sell his family home 
at below market value to ensure its 
historical integrity.

 Although proponents of  the 
Hillary-McIntyre plan said there 
was an “urgency” on realtor Bruce 
Spragg’s part to determine the future 
his Readman House, there has been 
no activity on the building. Previous 
plans for the central site have included 
a small-scale townhouse development. 

Councillors will consider a cost 
benefit study on the site this week to 
determine the project’s feasibility. 

“In the consultant’s view, the 
purchase of  [Horton Place and 
Readman House] represents a strategic 
purchase, with long-term benefits to 
the Town that are likely to significantly 
outweigh the costs of  purchase,” 
said Aurora CAO Neil Garbe in his 
report to Council. “The conclusion is 
the result of  a broad analysis of  the 
properties themselves, their condition 
and contribution to the heritage of  
the Town, the range of  public and 
private opportunities which adaptive 
re-use can achieve, the capital costs 
associated with the purchases relative 
to their market value, and ongoing 
operating liabilities.”

Summarizing the report from Bray 
Consultants and Sierra Planning, Mr. 
Garbe concludes Aurora buying the 
three properties would not only allow 
the Town to preserve a large swath of  
Yonge Street land for the public, but 
also be a strategic purpose considering 
current and future development and 
intensification in the Yonge Street 
corridor north of  Wellington Street. 

This, he said, would “outweigh 
any concerns” that purchasing the 
land would “create a precedent for 
municipal purchase of  any privately 
held property of  heritage value.”

Looking at the other side of  the coin, 
he paints a bleak picture of  the “loss” 
that could result by passing up the land, 
including neglect and redevelopment, 
and the further “isolation” of  Hillary 
House “due to limited visitation.

For more information,  
please contact Jim Kyle, 

Project Manager, at
jkyle@aurora.ca or

(905) 727-3123 x4345

www.auroraculture.ca

The Town of Aurora is preparing a Cultural Master Plan to 
shape cultural priorities for the next 10 years.

Please join us for the Visioning Session during which you 
will be invited to help us examine emerging directions and 

define concrete actions for moving culture ahead in Aurora.

The Visioning Session will begin with a brief
presentation, followed by table group discussions

that will help us prepare the
Cultural Master Plan.

Share your
experiences, ideas,

and vision for
culture in Aurora.

January 22, 2014 | 6:30 pm
Brevik Hall, Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, Aurora

Aurora Cultural Master Plan
Visioning Session
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In this line of  work, sometimes you 
find delight in the strangest of  places. 

While (unsuccessfully) trying to 
find a file photo in our archives, I 
stumbled upon the issue for the week 
of  October 31, 2006. Aesthetically, much 
has changed but however much things 
have changed, there the more they stay 
the same. 

This was the penultimate issue 
before the 2006 Municipal Election 
and gracing the front page were 
the majority of  candidates on the 
proverbial trail. Some were future 
mayors, some incumbent and future Councillors, and 
others who have moved as well to different things but 
remain relative household names to this day. 

Absent from the picture was Council candidate 
Norm Weller, but he was not absent entirely from this 
particular issue. On Page 7 a half-page ad from Mr. 
Weller makes his pitch for Aurorans to return him to 
the Council table. Amid a collage of  local landmarks, he 
asks: “What’s wrong with these photos?”

Judging by the ad, a big issue was downtown parking. 
“Do we demolish the old library and old fire hall?” he 
asks. “What about a new library building?” he continues. 
Without asking questions, the simple statements 
follow: “Victoria Street’s big parking problem”, “Hot 
Spot Youth Centre”, “Teen drop-in centre”, followed by 
more questions: “What should happen to the old hydro 
building?” and “How do we finance?”

Mr. Weller promises answers to these questions and 
many more in the following issue of  The Auroran, but 
when we get down to it, some of  these questions are 
still awaiting answers eight years later. Unfortunately, 
the Hot Spot Youth Centre is an issue which has sorted 
itself. The teen drop-in centre has morphed into the 
renovations at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex and 
the issue of  “How do we finance?” has been a hot one 
in Aurora in the last few months when it comes to the 
Complex and the upcoming Joint Operations Centre. 
No matter what side of  the debate you stand on, there 
has been undeniable progress on these fronts. 

Not so for the others.
While the “new” public library has been an 

undeniable success and become a well-loved facility, 
two Councils later we’re still waiting for a decision on 
whether to demolish the old library or fire hall. Victoria 
Street’s “big parking problem” has only become bigger 
with increased activity in the neighbourhood brought 
on by the Aurora Cultural Centre, seasonal initiatives 
like the Farmers’ Markets and increasingly engaged 
and active church parishes. Meanwhile, on the “other 
side of  the tracks”, the old Hydro Building has once 
again become a hot button issue around the Council 
table. 

DEPLOYING THE BRAKES
The questions swirling around Victoria Square in 

search of  an answer remain in limbo, but it is not due 
to a lack of  interest, at least on Council’s part. Public 
meetings have been held on the subject. Engagement 
at these public have been passionate, but as far as 
attendance is concerned, they haven’t exactly been 
barnburners. Constructive ideas have been put forward, 
reports were tendered to Council with options, heels 
then dragged. 

Although some (one or two) started dragging their 
feet in a belief  they were somehow rushing to a decision 
after a decade, a more reasonable reason to start pushing 
on the brake pedal was to see the results of  the Cultural 
Master Plan. After all, if  you’re building a “cultural 
map”, it is good to have everything possible on the table 
for a first look before you start taking things away. 

Perhaps with a more fulsome picture out there, 
and issues likely to be of  concern to a wider array of  
Aurorans beyond those who have to fight the Battle of  
Victoria Street daily behind the wheel, there will be a 
greater degree of  public interest on this area’s future. 
I’m not particularly hopeful, but, what the heck, it’s a 
New Year and I am brimming with optimism. 

PEDAL TO THE MEDAL
This optimism has started to wear a little bit thin, 

however, when it comes to issues 
surrounding the proposed Hillary-
McIntyre Park, which will bring two 
beautiful heritage homes together, plus 
a third wheel, into a four acre historical 
mecca for Aurora.

It is an interesting plan, and one which 
I have followed with great interest since 
it was first floated, but it now seems, in 
my opinion, to be a plan in search of  a 
way to justify itself. In the report before 
Council this week, recommendations 
seem to be moving away from what was 
originally envisioned as a redeveloped 

central property with dynamic museum space, offices, 
and a banquet facility bookended by museums in the 
forms of  Hillary House and Horton Place.

Now, commercial partnerships seem to be the 
order of  the day with recommendations to make this 
a “wellness” destination for any variety of  purposes 
including professional uses and, using examples from 
places as diverse as Kingston – both Ontario’s and 
Jamaica’s – suggesting use as a retirement facility. 

As such, funding models seem to have shifted away 
from a mixture of  Federal and Provincial grants topped 
up with a dollop of  a few million from Aurora’s Hydro 
Reserve Account, towards more and varied grant 
programs. If  those can cover the bulk of  the project, 
that is wonderful, but ultimately the town will be on the 
hook.

“The fiscal risk to the Town is limited in operational 
terms, while the initial capital costs are not 
insignificant,” the report notes. “A capital acquisition 
of  this scale, in our view, should necessitate active 
planning for the renewed of  the properties rather than 
an acceptance that these properties are municipal 
buildings and subject only to long-term planning for 
their reuse as opportunities arise. Rather, an active plan 
for development will be required both to ensure the 
integrity of  the site and to achieve development within 
a reasonable timeframe (still likely to be 5 years+).”

Despite this rather wide window, Councillors are 
facing a recommendation this week to authorise staff  
to begin the negotiation of  “the terms of  agreements of  
purchase and sale” of  the three properties for Council 
approval.” 

It is a necessary first step, to be sure, but with the years 
of  toing and froing on Victoria Street, it seems like an 
unnecessarily accelerated process. Aside from debates 
within these pages, on the blogosphere and in other 
venues, there has been no formal public consultation to 
find out whether this is something the taxpayers would 
like to see the Town take on. Nor do we have any idea 
on just what this will ultimately cost the Town out of  
pocket should these grants not be successful. 

Councillors are due to discuss the costs behind closed 
doors this week, as is standard procedure for real estate 
matters, but they are numbers that should be up for 
public consumption. Reports on comparable real estate 
to Horton Place peg the market value at anywhere 
between $998,800 and $2,249,000. Readman Place, 
meanwhile, has a much broader array of  comparable 
values due mainly to the wide net, geographically 
speaking, consultants cast to find their comparators. 

Despite the rather alarmist comments in the report 
justifying the project, including the “isolation” of  
Hillary House, and the other two buildings potentially 
meeting the wrecking ball like many other homes in the 
area before people started to get their wits about them 
and care about the architectural significance of  these 
buildings there doesn’t seem to be, in my opinion, any 
particular rush. 

Horton Place owner John McIntyre appears to have 
the best interests of  his miraculously preserved family 
home at heart, with Hillary House’s designation and 
support it is here to stay, and despite reports that there 
is a degree of  urgency over Readman House, being 
boarded up and languishing in limbo for the better 
part of  a decade gives the impression there is plenty 
of  time for the public to weigh in, put all the costs and 
potential uses on the table, and determine whether this 
is something Aurorans truly want to take on. 

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

A Very Long Engagement 

Machell’s CornersLetters to the editor

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

There are several things wrong with the Harper 
government’s never-ending claims that they are brilliant tax 
cutters.

To start with, it’s untrue.
Their first fiscal decision after taking office in 2006 was 

to increase personal income taxes.  Later that fall, they 
imposed a toxic new Conservative tax on Income Trusts 
which obliterated $25-billion from the savings accounts of  
two million ordinary Canadians.  

More recently, Mr. Harper has increased the overall 
federal tax burden in each of  his last four budgets – taxing 
everything from hospital parking fees and cosmetic wigs for 
cancer patients to local credit unions and job creation.

Conservative claims about lower taxes for families need 
a scrupulous reality check. For example, MP Lois Brown 
says that “the average family of  four is paying $3,200 less in 
federal taxes.”

But it all depends on what type of  “family” you’re talking 
about.

You can construct an illustration which would fit the 
Conservative model -- with two parents, two children, a six-
figure income and consumer spending of  more than $50,000 
every year (including over a thousand dollars for art lessons). 
But for most families – in fact, for 70-percent of  Canadian 
families -- this is simply not their reality.

The vast majority of  middle-class Canadians haven’t seen 
a significant improvement in their real incomes for the better 
part of  30 years.  But their living costs have gone up and debt-
loads have ballooned.  For every dollar of  disposable income, 
Canadians are carrying $1.64 in household debt.

Many are concerned about affording post-secondary 
education for their kids, or having no pension plan at 
their place of  employment, or finding decent childcare or 
long-term care for their parents.  Nearly three-quarters of  
Canadians worry that their children will not do as well as 
they have done.

And then there’s Mr. Harper’s new federal debt burden to 
take into account.  He has run six consecutive deficits so far, 
adding more than $165-billion to Canada’s overall debt-load.  

That works out to $5,000 in new Conservative debt for 
every man, woman and child in this country, or $20,000 for 
every family of  four.  Any tax cuts claimed by Mr. Harper are 
paid for with borrowed money.

So, there is no room to be complacent about the needs of  
Canada’s middle-class and all those striving so hard just to 
get there.

 
Ralph Goodale, MP

Deputy Leader, Liberal Party of Canada
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Aurora needs a graffiti crackdown

Where were you when  
the lights went out?

The “truth” about Tory “tax tales”

There is graffiti marking a historic building in downtown 
Aurora. In fact, another building in the downtown area has 
been “tagged” by a person spraying paint in the form of  
graffiti.  

Is a gang tagging this area to be their turf ?  
At first, I was surprised to see that this painting on the 

south wall of  the Old Town Hall on Yonge Street was so 
visible. Why wouldn’t this type of  vandalism be checked by 
the by-law department of  Aurora?

After asking a Town of  Aurora Councillor about this 
graffiti, I was told by the Councillor that “Aurora has no 
official policy on graffiti”.  

So, it seems that there is no agency controlling this type 
of  vandalism in the Town of  Aurora.  It is a shame that our 
downtown area is being defaced by someone and that there 
seems to be a lack of  action to remove the graffiti.   

Hope that some positive steps to improve the quality of  
life in the downtown core area of  Aurora will start soon!

Jim Jackson 
Aurora

(Re: A Lack of Resilience, January 9, 2014)

The length of  outage for us – 29 hours – took us by surprise 
and caused us to have some food spoilage. Writer Shelley 
Wister’s ideas on how to avoid food spoilage were great. 
There was some fun during the aftermath. When I placed a 
tin pie plate behind a candle to create more light, my wife 
one-upped me by placing a candle in a large tin turkey basing 
plan. 

Our worst dilemma was what to do without a TV. 

Bill Hack
Aurora
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We continue our look back at 2013 
in Aurora with events that took place 
in the latter half  of  the year.

Jul 13 – Aurorans are given the 
option of  enjoying their summer 
theatre either in the park, with an 
open air production of  Shakespeare’s 
“As You Like It”, or in the courtroom, 
when a former mayor launches a 
lawsuit against the town. 

Jul 23 – In a case of  which cost-
overrun project to proceed with, the 
Town decides to throw in another $2.6M 
to keep going on the Youth Centre, 
but pulls the plug on the increasingly 
costly Town Hall renovation plans.

Aug 17 – When it was discovered 
that 30% of  the locations featured 
in last year’s Doors Open event in 
Aurora didn’t have doors, organizers, 
fearing Aurora would no longer meet 
national standards for this event in 
2013, significantly reduce the number 
of  doorless locations.  

Sep 1 – Because a new cell tower 
proposed for Bayview and Wellington 
will be disguised, residents’ concerns 
are allayed, until they find it is being 
disguised as a different type of  cell 
tower.

Sep 12 – Justifying the $283,000 cost 
to add 16 new parking spaces at Town 
Hall, staffers suggest that they’ll be 
needed if  the average attendance at 
Council meetings increases by 16.

Sep 19 – The Town unsuccessfully 
applies for charitable organization 
status when Aurora’s Terry Fox Run 
and Hoedown together raise several 
hundred thousand dollars to support 
local non-profit groups.

 Sep 25 – In an effort to keep the 
Parks Department budget in check, it’s 

suggested that the proposed Clean 
Yards Bylaw, which will mandate that 
residents maintain the town-owned 
boulevards in front of  their homes, be 
extended to include parks and other 
public places adjacent to residents’ 
properties.

Sep 29 – Club Aurora fitness 
members work up a sweat protesting 
the planned year-long closure of  the 
Leisure Complex.

Oct 2 – No one believes suggestions 
that next year’s tax increase could 
be 8.1%, not because they have faith 
in Council’s desire to keep costs in 
line, but because Council would never 
allow that high an increase in an 
election year.

Oct 11 – A study that finds Aurorans 
pay more for municipal services 
than neighbouring municipalities 
surprises everyone except the Aurora 
taxpayers who pay for the services.

Oct 23 – After years of  debate and an 
investment of  $146,000, Petch House is 
converted from a pile of  crumbling 
logs on Leslie Street with no apparent 
purpose to a new log structure on John 
West Way with no apparent purpose.

Nov 4 – When a lawsuit begins 
between a Councillor and former 
colleagues, residents react with 
surprise, as four months in Aurora 
is an unusually long time between 
municipal lawsuits.

Nov 23 – A blinding blizzard turns 
the annual Town parade from Santa 
Under the Stars to Santa Under Three 
Feet of  Snow.

Nov 28 – To the horror of  those 
working to beautify Aurora, the Town 
proposes the mandatory use of  clear 
trash bags for curbside garbage.

Dec 5 – Plans are presented to 
charge admission to Ribfest, which 
traditionally has been free.  In case 
that’s approved, staff  starts preparing 
admission fee proposals for the Arctic 
Adventure, Concerts in the Park, 
Street Festival, Santa Parade, and 
Aurora Council meetings.

Dec 16 – After the jury has spent five 
weeks attentively listening to the legal 
case of  one Councillor vs her former 
colleagues, the judge gives them either 
an early Christmas present or a lump 
of  coal, by dismissing them prior to 
the case’s conclusion.

Dec 22 – When ice storm blackouts 
occur throughout Aurora, those who 
needlessly bought generators thirteen 
years earlier to prepare for Y2K get 
the last laugh.

Dec 31 - In a closely contested race, 
2013 is proclaimed The Year of  the 
Lawsuit in Aurora, over runners-
up Year of  Even More Reports and 
Studies, Year of  the Cell Tower, and 
Year of  Project Budget Overruns.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Year in Review 2013 – Part 2

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

NEW  
AURORAN POLL

Continued on Page 8

Open Government: Yes Minister, We Fooled Them Again

FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

MPP Newmarket-Aurora 
Frank Klees

“Our Open Government initiative 
will help create the transparent, 
accessible government the people of  
Ontario deserve. This is part of  our 
vision for One Ontario, where every 
voice counts.” - Kathleen Wynne, 
Premier of  Ontario.

As I read the Premier’s 
announcement about how she 
intended to “open up” government 
and make the workings of  
government more transparent, I 
couldn’t help but wonder: How often 
can the people of  this province be 
fooled?

Within the previous 48 hours, 
my staff  had been refused access 
to a number of  documents by the 
Ministry of  Transportation, forcing 
us to file the cumbersome Freedom of  
Information Requests that would not 
only delay access but would ensure 
that once we got the documents, most 
of  the important information would 
be blacked out for so-called privacy 
reasons.

This same Premier who is 
promising Open Government, 
presides over an administration that 
deliberately withheld government 
emails and documents on the billion 
dollar cancellation costs of  two gas-
fired power plants and repeatedly 
obstructed access to information 
during the hearings into the Ornge 
air ambulance scandal.

For months, this same Premier 
had been refusing the demands of  
both opposition parties that she 
disclose the financial commitments 
related to the upcoming Pan Am 
Games scheduled for 2015. 

Exorbitant salaries and bonuses 
for provincially-appointed 
executives, an out-of-control budget 
and a minister who had to admit that 
even he doesn’t know what these 
games will ultimately cost Ontario 
taxpayers, all point to yet another 
emerging scandal.

 Question Period,  
Not Answer Period

And anyone even remotely 

familiar with the exchanges during 
the daily Question Period at Queen’s 
Park will know that the Premier and 
her ministers refuse to answer even 
the most basic of  questions put to 
them by members of  the opposition 
parties. 

When I read the Premier’s Open 
Government announcement, I was 
reminded of  the first episode of  the 
BBC’s Yes Minister series. In that 
inaugural political satire, the party 
that had just been elected to form 
the government had in its platform, 
a White Paper entitled “Open 
Government”. 

The newly minted minister, Jim 
Hacker, was anxious to make his 
mark. He wasted no time in informing 
his deputy minister, Sir Humphrey, 
that his priority project would be 
to get on with implementing this 
cornerstone of  the new government’s 
manifesto.

The Law of Inverse Relevance 
What was the deputy minister’s 

response? He wasted no time 
indoctrinating the naive new 
minister in the law of  inverse 
relevance which in the halls of  
government is as basic as the law of  
gravity. It goes something like this: 
“The less you intend to do about 
something, the more you have to 
keep talking about it.”  

The minister was given the not-so-
subtle message that there was never 
any intent to actually implement the 
‘open government’ manifesto. Just 
talking about it would be enough 

to get elected and then more talk 
would convince the great unwashed 
electorate that it was actually being 
done. 

 That was the plot in the February 
28, 1980 episode of  Yes Minister. 
Fortunately, that was merely a 
political satire. Unfortunately, that 
same plot is played out at all levels 
of  government every day.

As I watched the Premier make her 
Open Government announcement, 
I thought the script writers of  
that 1980 Yes Minister series must 
have found their way into the spin 
chamber of  the Liberal government. 

I thought about the 36 Advisory 
Panels the government had 
announced in the past nine months 
on everything from the minimum 
wage and mental health to transit 
funding and deficit reduction. Blue 
Ribbon panels and high profile 
experts were dispatched by the 
hundreds with great fanfare but not 
one bit of  evidence that all their talk 
has led to any tangible action by the 
government. 

The Definition of Insanity 
Time will tell whether this latest 

attempt by the Premier to fool the 
public into believing that they will 
get what they are being promised will 
work. Perhaps a reminder of  Albert 
Einstein’s definition of  insanity is 
in order as we head into 2014: doing 
the same thing over and over again 
and expecting a different result. 

There is no question that 
governments at all levels need a 
good dose of  transparency and 
accountability. Who can be trusted 
to do more than talk about it?

Ontario voters will be bombarded 
with plenty of  talk this year as we 
head into provincial by-elections 
in Thornhill and Niagara Falls, a 
potential provincial general election 
in the spring and municipal elections 
in the fall. Beware of  the law of  
inverse relevance.

 www.frankklees.com

The ice storm struck the GTA just 
over 3 weeks ago and wrought various 
degrees of  devastation on homeowners 
and residents in numerous 
communities, not least of  which was 
the sixth largest city on the continent 
– Toronto.  

However, while the event itself  
impacted hundreds of  thousands of  
people, its cleanup will impact literally 
millions. The reason, of  course, is off- 
loading of  costs onto the taxpayer writ 
large.  

With current cost of  cleanup 
estimates hitting the quarter billion 
dollar mark and beyond, the political 
jockeying has begun in earnest as to 
who should pay.  

It is a municipal election year, so 
current and potential candidates alike 
are clamouring to lift the burden 
of  clean-up costs from their own 
communities. While their efforts are 
appreciated, let’s not lose sight of  the 
fact that someone has to pay those costs 
and that’s the taxpayer. 

There is no magical pot of  money 
just sitting there waiting to offset the 
costs, the impacts of  natural disasters. 
There’s no such thing as “the freakishly 
heavy freezing rain, falling trees, no 
power” reserve fund on the books of  
any municipality of  which I am aware.

No, this is yet another situation 
where there is widespread damage 
and no known means to pay for its 
mitigation.

Thus, given that, as so many of  our 
politicians remind us, there is only 
one taxpayer, regardless of  where the 
money comes from, the costs will be 
borne by all taxpayers, not just those 
communities directly affected. Taxes 
will go up. Hydro rates will go up. 
Regardless of  where you live. That’s the 
reality.

There is a meeting being held this 
Friday, January 17, of  all the GTA 
mayors, to discuss and put forward a  
co-ordinated effort to ask the province 
to provide the much needed assistance 
in addressing the clean-up costs. This 
meeting is being organized by Hazel 
McCallion, Mayor of  Mississauga.  

She rightly notes that the 
communities have a better chance of  
getting aide from the province if  they 
speak in one voice.  A chorus of  voices is 
louder than one – or worse a cacophony 
of  disparate voices. So I agree with the 
nonagenarian Mayor. A joint appeal 
makes the most sense.

As an aside, I hope that senior 
municipal representatives take her up 
on her offer and that we see not just 
Regional representation there, but 
also individual representation at this 
meeting. All GTA Mayors – and thus 
ALL communities – should be at the 
table discussing how best to meet the 
needs of  the communities.   

Our needs may all be the same – clean 
up the trees, repair the infrastructure, 
etc. But the magnitude of  damage is 
different depending on the community 
and, frankly, the ability to pay for the 
clean-up too.  Thus everyone needs to be 
at that table to ensure that the agreed 
upon solution is one that meets to the 
needs of  all communities – big and 
small.

Clean-up is, obviously, an immediate 
need. However, in my opinion, what is 
also needed is a co-ordinated and cross 
province analysis of  what happened.  

Why did our electrical grid fail? Yes, 
ice-laden trees fell down and knocked 
out wires and transformers.  Obviously, 

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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If  Aurora residents vote in favour of  a 
ward system this October, should Council 
be reduced from eight Councillors to six?
  a)    Yes
  b)    No
  c)     Undecided

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

High Price  
of Ice

A rogue swan made the most out of mi-
nor flooding at Wellington Street West 
and McDonald Drive on Tuesday morn-
ing. Drivers, pedestrians and neigh-
bours stopped to take photos of the 
unusual sight, while waiting for pickup 
back to the property of Aurora swan 
expert Harry Lumsden.

 Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Peacock (1000720063) 

While quantities last.

$397

Java (1000720062)

Berry (1000720064)

each

Frosted Bin 
D. Blue (1000722944) 

each

$277

E. Lime Green (1000722923)

F. Pink (1000722966) 
While quantities last.

C. 30L (1000725839) 

While quantities last.

$5.77 each

Latch Tote 
A. 6L (1000724593) $1.77 each

B. 14L (1000723862) $3.77 each

MARTHA STEWART LIVING™ 
6‑Cube Organizer • 24.13"W x 11.89"D x 35.88"H 

G. Espresso (1000667046) 

NOW
$3297

H. White (1000667047) Fabric drawers sold separately. 

Contents shown not included.

Home Decorators Collection 
Walnut Laminate Flooring 
• 30‑year triple warranty (1000721265) 

Sold by the case (10.36 sq. ft./case).  

While quantities last.

per sq. ft.

PHILIPS® 11W = 60W LED 
Dimmable Household Bulb • 

Soft White, 2700K (1000778100)

$1698

WET ONES® Big Ones® Hand and 
Face Wipes • 65 count (1000722677) 

While quantities last.

3‑Pack BRITA® Filters • Activated 

carbon and ion‑exchange resin 

work together to flter water  

(1000715200)

each/WAS $44.98

NOW
$1699

WAS $17.99

102L Strong Box (1000706729)

NOW
$1077

WAS $12.97

Lagoon (1000667042)

76L Tote 

$149 $698

I. Fabric Drawer • Burl (1000667037) $7.77 each

MARTHA STEWART LIVING™ and the MARTHA STEWART Circle Logo™ are trademarks of Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia, Inc. Copyright © 2014 Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia, Inc. All rights reserved.

u �Valid Thursday, January 2 to 
Wednesday, January 8, 2014, 
unless otherwise noted.

NO INTEREST IF 
PAID IN FULL WITHIN

FIND MORE
at homedepot.ca

on ANY SINGLE or COMBINED in‑store or online purchase 
of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your Home Depot® 
Consumer Credit Card.† Payments required. No annual fees. 
†Important terms and conditions apply. See reverse for details.

NO INTEREST IF 
PAID IN FULL WITHIN6MONTHS*

A

B

C

EXCLUSIVE

D

E

F

HOLDS  

400 LbS.

14MM

G

H

 I

Starting at

$177
each

storage event

reclaim 
your  space

store
stack
save

LARgER 

SHEETS

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

Call 905.833.5311
to book your table at

York Region’s Most Historic 
Restaurant

Hogan’s Inn at Four Corners

EVERY SUNDAY FROM 11AM TO 3PM

Follow us on Twitter @HogansInn

$28

Live Bands:

•$5.00 Martinis
• Appetizer Specials

Thursday -
          Ladies Night is Back!

Friday, Jan. 17th –

Souled Out
Saturday, Jan. 18th –

Something Extra
Friday, Jan. 24th –

Pontune 5
Saturday, Jan. 25th –

High Rollers
Friday, Jan. 31st –

Bad Dogs
Saturday, Feb. 1st –

Something Extra

NJC is a Canadian, independent high school located in Neuchâtel, Switzerland. Students in their 
pre-university year (Grade 12 & AP) develop rapidly through inspiring academics, extensive 
travel and enriching cultural exposure. NJC graduates possess the knowledge, confidence and 
independence to lead their own lives and others in making a positive difference in the world.

RSVP to attend an information session in Toronto on February 4th at 7:30 p.m.

Neuchâtel Junior College | Founded 1956 | Co-Ed | www.njc.ch
Canadian Office | 1.800.263.2923 | 

The Academic Edge + The Alps

“I hope the report also looks at how 
they were communicating with us and 
vice-versa, keeping us informed of  the 
situation and how we were then able 
to communicate back out because it 
does speak to the situation and a little 
bit about crisis management,” said 
Councillor Michael Thompson, noting 
he would like to see the report also 
tackle possible “broader” changes to 
communications and the contract.

For Councillor Paul Pirri, problems 
with GFL are about more than simple 
delays. 

“The biggest concern I have seen 
is items falling out of  the blue box as 
they are being picked up and nobody is 
picking them [back] up,” he said. “To 
me, that is completely unacceptable. 
If  you drop something, pick it up. It 

is the appropriate thing to do and not 
showing a big problem.”

With problems being faced by 
many groups across the board in the 
aftermath of  the storm, however, 
Councillor Gaertner suggested one 
should have a thought for GFL.

“I think we need to keep in mind 
the service providers, the people who 
actually do the work, have been really 
challenged for many reasons,” she said. 
“It hasn’t been easy. They are really 
tired and I have spoken to them and I 
think they have tried to do their best. 
The contract is the place to look.”

In addition to missed collection days, 
extreme cold weather also promoted 
suspension of  service on certain days 
resulting in collections being shifted 
ahead by 24 hours. 

Green For Life did not respond to a 
request for comment by press time. 

Communications also at issue in trash talks

Ice storm cost Aurora over $40,000 
as Aurora seeks disaster relief

By Brock Weir

Cleanup and other issues stemming 
from the pre-Christmas ice storm have 
cost Aurora approximately $40,000, 
according to Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. 

Estimates have begun to come in as 
Aurora has made the first steps for any 
disaster relief  the Province of  Ontario 
might be willing to hand out.

“It is a combination of  our staff  
overtime and additional contract 
services that we have brought in,” he 
said. “The contract services are mostly 
along the lines of  additional crews to 
clean up branches, chippers, and things 
like that.”

The Mayor made his estimate ahead 
of  a Special Council meeting which, 
in addition to instigating a review of  
Aurora’s garbage and waste contract 
with Green for Life, also included a 
call for the Province to include Aurora 
in a “disaster area” to be included in 
Ontario’s Disaster Relief  Assistance 
Program to deal with the aftermath of  
the storm.

In his motion, he cited residents 
experiencing “substantial damage” to 
their properties as well as municipal 
properties and infrastructure.

“In the event the Minister of  
Municipal Affairs and Housing 
declares a disaster area in the GTA for 
the purposes of  the Ontario Disaster 
Relief  Assistance Program, the Council 
of  the Town of  Aurora hereby requests 
that the Town of  Aurora similarly 
be declared a disaster area for the 
purposes of  the program,” said Mayor 
Dawe in his motion. “Further, given 

the extent and the magnitude of  the 
damage experienced in [York Region], 
if  the Province does not declare a 
disaster area, the Province instead 
consider providing funding related to 
the severe ice storm costs from sources 
other than [the program] and if  the 
Minister [declared] a disaster area 
regarding the private component of  
the program, Council will immediately, 
under the authority of  the program, 
appoint members to a disaster relief  
committee to administer the program.”

Replacing trees, added Mayor Dawe, 
is estimated to come in at $92,000, which 
would be beyond the Ontario Disaster 
Relief  program.

Following the storm, Aurora received 
some assistance from Newmarket in 
providing Aurora with some much 
needed hydro.

“I think the people of  Aurora ought 
to know the Town of  Newmarket 
came immediately to our help and I 
don’t think they even needed to be 
asked,” said Councillor Evelyn Buck at 
Saturday’s budget meeting. 

The Budget meeting also underscored 
the importance social media played in 
keeping residents abreast of  what was 
going on outside of  their doors, as well 
as its limitations. 

Speaking towards an increased 
emphasis on the budget on social media 
outreach by the municipality, Councillor 
Chris Ballard highlighted issues 
experienced online by PowerStream, 
for instance, which experienced phone 
outages to keep residents informed and 
social media is only as good as your 
power and devices. 

Municipal crews were out in force last week during a brief reprieve in the cold 
weather experienced by much of southern Ontario. On Friday, arborist Ian  
Bryant for the Town of Aurora (above) was busy removing trees damaged by the 
ice storm.           Auroran photo by David Falconer

In the Aurora Shopping Centre 
Next to No Frills 

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

A & F Hair Elite
Barbershop & Hairstyling

Come see Louise at

Can take care of your 
whole family’s haircutting needs.

Thank you  
for supporting 

THE AURORAN
Advertisers
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Imagine thirty to forty 
years ago if  you were told 
that lasers would replace 
scalpels in surgery or 
that robotic instruments 
would build cars; you 
may not have believed 
it. By the same token, 
would you believe that 
chiropractic treatments 
could be performed 
using a special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
engineering technologies 
have been able to 
uniquely blend with 
chiropractic in order to 
both analyze and treat 
the human body in such 
a way that was never 
before realized. 

According to Dr. Sean 
Eastman, “This new form of  computerized 
treatment is so gentle and effective, that it 
amazes even the most skeptical patients. It’s 
called the ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-
of-the-art technology in existence today, and 
the only one in the north Richmond Hill 
area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” 
He says that  “Even though traditional 
forms of  adjusting also work, people are 
drawn to this new technique because of  
how gentle it is and does not involve any 
twisting, especially in the neck. Many people 

love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s 
safe for individuals of  all ages. Call our 
office today and mention this article to 
receive a FREE ProAdjuster analysis to 
pin-point your problem areas and to see 
how the ProAdjuster can help. Call within  
the next 7 days and you will also receive 
a complimentary nerve stress scan and 
computerized muscle test/semg that can 
show the areas of  your stress and how it’s 
affecting your body. Call 905-773-2225 today 
to reserve your free ProAdjuster Analysis 
Scan. (reg. $90) 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may 
no longer have to live with a persistent, 
painful condition. Call us today at 905-
773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 

From page 3

 

AURORA 
FARMERS’ MARKET 

& ARTISAN FAIR’s  
 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

 

SATURDAY, FEB. 8 
12 - 3 p.m. 

 

Current/future Vendors, potential 
volunteers and the general public are 
welcome to attend this meeting at the 

Aurora Municipal Offices,  
100 John West Way, Aurora. 

 
Please visit: 

www.theaurorafarmersmarket.com 
 

 

 

 

INDOOR MARKET 
 

SATURDAYS: 
Jan.18, Feb.22, & Mar.29 

10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
              

All are welcome to the  
Aurora Cultural Centre,  
22 Church St., Aurora  

 
 

Visit our website for more 
information: 

theaurorafarmersmarket.com 
 

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FREE, No obligation program trial offer.

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

Plumbing Service
PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Clear garbage bag program could be ushered in with 2015
By Brock Weir

Clear garbage bags could be coming soon to a curb 
near you.

Aurora Council will consider implementing a 
“clear bag” program for local trash collection by 
January 2015. If  recommendations before Councillors 
are approved this week and ratified at Council next 
Tuesday, Aurora can expect a “soft launch” of  the 
program this summer with the program itself  being 
ushered in at the start of  the New Year. 

A clear bag would literally provide a window into 
what is going into the York Region waste systems 
and ensure items are being funnelled into the proper 
channels. If  adopted, Aurora would follow the lead set 
by Markham, which implemented a similar program 
last year. 

According to this week’s staff  report, benefits 
of  moving away from the black or green standard 
garbage bags to clear plastic include “cleaner” waste 
before it heads for disposal, increases diversion 
rates out of  the garbage system and into recycling 
or composting streams, cost savings by minimising 
sorting, and a decrease in injuries of  waste collectors 
in the cases of  broken glass and sharp objects that 
can otherwise go unnoticed in black bags. 

If  approved this month, clear garbage bags will be 
required by January 1. Accordingly, and following 
in the footsteps of  Markham, there will be no limit 
to the amount of  clear bags you can put out on your 
curb. If  you do not use clear bags after January 1, 
2015, garbage in dark bags will be tagged and left for 
residents to deal with before the next garbage day. 

“An unlimited number of  typical grocery bags 
can be used for household waste collection and 
placed within the clear bag for placement at the 
curb,” noted Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director 

of  Infrastructure and Environmental Services, in 
his report. “If  inappropriate material is identified in 
a clear bag, the bag will be tagged with the violation 
and left for the resident to re-sort and place out the 
following collection week.”

Currently, black and green garbage bags are the 
go-to items for consumers in most stores. Through 
the plan laid out this week, Aurora plans to hire a 
consultant to work with local retailers to ensure clear 
bags are readily available not only by January 1, 2015 
but also for the “soft launch” this summer. 

“Incentive programs such as a gold star award 
could be used to reward those residents that adopt 
the clear bag transition early,” said Mr. Simanovskis. 
“This was a feature of  the Markham program that 
gained great popularity as residents earned their 
stars.”

The Clear Bag program was initially brought to 
the Council table in November by Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe. At the time, he told Council that the intent is 
not to “turn Aurora into the garbage police [but] is 
looking at ways to improve our waste diversion rate.”  

Markham introduced their clear bag program in 
April to help weed out improper items from getting 
into the system, such as paint cans and batteries, as 
well as items such as organic, compostable waste and 
textiles. Safety also played a factor in introducing 
the program, helping garbage collectors avoid any 
nails, broken glass, and metal that would otherwise 
be concealed by dark bags. Since the introduction, 
the City’s statistics report their waste recovery has 
increased by almost 70 per cent. 

Implementing a program would also be an 
extension of  the Region’s SM4RT Living program, 
York Region’s integrated waste management plan, 
which would provide incentives and programs to 
encourage reuse and recycling. 

“In this instance, the Town is likely to 
continue the process of  losing its most important 
heritage properties in the area, adding Horton 
Place and Readman House to the unfortunate 
tally of  Inglehurst, Castle Doan, and Doan Hall. 
Attempts to provide the original Downtown with 
a distinct identity are made more difficult and 
efforts to enhance the pedestrian experience are 
challenged by the lack of  an anchor destination 
at the north end.” 

In the extensive debates and presentations that 
have been made both to Council and Aurora’s 
Heritage Advisory Committee, questions have 
continually come up in the range of  can Aurora 
afford the price tag and where’s the money 
coming from. Some Councillors, including 

Councillor Evelyn Buck who has characterised 
this as a “real estate deal”, have questioned the 
motives and benefits of  the plan. 

The report argues the economic potential is 
there to justify the properties including further 
economic development including the draw of  
heritage and cultural attractions. 

“Having Hillary House as an established 
heritage attraction within the proposed park is 
a very important factor in the park’s long-term 
economic viability,” he said. 

“New development has already begun on 
nearby lands to the south and this trend is likely to 
continue in the near future as demand increases 
and infrastructure is improved. Establishing a 
signature property here will not only encourage 
high quality development in the vicinity, it will 
also increase the value of  the property itself.”

Heritage deal would encourage “high quality 
development”: consultant report

Bathroom & Kitchen 
Accessories

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario
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On the December 21 - 22 weekend, a major ice storm hit southern Ontario causing 

power outages to over 500,000 customers.

As a result of the ice storm more than 92,000 PowerStream customers, mostly in 

York Region, lost electrical service.  Although the vast majority of customers 

without power were restored within 24 hours, there were still many without 

electricity for several days.

PowerStream's Board of Directors, management and sta� would like to extend our 

sincere appreciation to customers a�ected by the ice storm for their patience and 

understanding.  We also would like to thank our employees, contractors as well as the 

personnel from other utilities who worked under di�cult circumstances during the 

holidays to provide service and restore power to our customers as quickly as possible.

Ice Storm 2013

THANK YOU for YOUR PATIENCE

at the time but she was not aware she 
had an inoperable tumour, but just 
knew she was sick.”

Students too began to pick up 
that something was amiss when the 
tumour began pressing on her optic 
nerve, causing her to wear an eye 
patch before being fitted with special 
glasses. 

“We have always said what this 
family has gone through is every 
parent’s worst nightmare,” says Ms. 
deHaas. “You pray to God it doesn’t 
happen to you, but it has happened 
to them. It is controversial what they 
are doing [as the treatment] is not 
endorsed in Canada and the United 
States, but I always just ask the 
question, ‘What would you do if  it was 
your child?’ You wouldn’t want money 
to be the barrier. We’re not making 
a huge dent in the financial burden 
here, but we’re just helping the family 
and providing a bit of  support.”

One of  the first initiatives students 
pulled together was a sale of  
bracelets called “Rainbow Looms”. 
The initiative stemmed from earlier 
Rainbow Looms made at the school’s 
weekly Friday art club, of  which 
Laura is a member. Grade 5 student 
Julia came up with the idea to make 
bracelets specifically for Laura and 
through pre-Christmas sales made 
$5,500. 

The idea soon caught on with 
parents who eventually approached 
the school’s administration with the 
idea for a benefit.

“One parent talked to another 
parent and it just started to grow,” 
says Ms. deHaas. “The whole thing has 
been a humbling experience. People 
come into the school to drop of  money, 
they have been dropping off  auction 
items, and it has been unbelievable.”

The result is “Saving Laura”, a 
benefit concert which will take place 
at The Mansion (formerly Dinardo’s) 
this Thursday, January 16 from 6.30 – 
9 p.m. 

Organized in just a matter of  weeks, 
parent volunteers have put together an 
extensive program of  performances 
and initiatives for the whole family. 
Sponsored in part by Knock-out 
Entertainment Music Management, 
the evening will include performances 
from The Wet Bandits, With The 

Lights Off, and a special performance 
by Vaughan native Angelica DiCastro. 
Additionally, silent auction items 
range from spa treatments to tickets 
to see the Toronto Maple Leafs and 
Lady Antebellum. 

Organizers met at the school 
Friday to start putting the finishing 
touches on the evening, including 
Lisa Pettinelli. Ms. Pettinelli’s son 
and Laura have been friends for years. 
Hearing what the family was going 
through, and knowing Laura is her 
parents’ only child, she felt the need 
to get involved. 

“They have no family here in 
Canada at all and I just wanted to do 
whatever possible, any possible help 
at all, to raise money for them and 
help them out with this alternative 
therapy,” she says. 

Pulling everything together, 
however, has been tough, but support 
from the wider community has made 
things much easier.

“The people have been great,” says 
Ms. Pettinelli. “Everyone is doing 
things at no cost. I have been getting a 
lot of  feedback from people who want 
to help. It is for a good cause and that 
is all that matters.”

At the time of  this writing, over 
200 tickets for Thursday’s benefit 
have been sold and The Mansion has 
donated the use of  their extensive 
banquet hall at very little cost. 

Adds Ms. deHaas: “The community 
has been amazing. It is humbling 
because every day somebody walks 
through the door, we have never met 
them before and they are either here 
to say they have heard about this little 
girl in Grade 2 and wanted to make 
a donation or provide their support. 
We have never set a goal for this. We 
have donated the $5,500 from Rainbow 
Looms and whatever we can make on 
this event is totally going to Laura’s 
trust fund. If  five people came and we 
made $100, that is $100 right there.”

Tickets for Saving Laura are 
available for $15 each or $5 for children 
12 and under, by contacting Sonia 
at 416-816-7103, or can be picked up 
directly from St. Joseph Elementary 
School (2 Glass Drive, Aurora, 905-
727-5782). For more information, and 
for further ways to help following the 
benefit, visit savinglaura.com. 

Featuring: 
• Rockport • Clarks • Birkenstock • Bostonian

• Columbia • Cougar • Sorel • Merrell 
• Franco  Sarto • UGG • Bogs...and many more

                                                                             

SHOES

50 U
P

 T
O % 

OFF

Plus, take an extra 50% off Sale Table items

14800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre (905) 727-9391

 Jeans and More 
5 BELOW

WINTER SALE

OMARS–Celebrating our 44th year in business in Aurora

Featuring: 
7 Downey, Mavi, Buffalo, Kensie & Lola

Also under the same roof...

SALE on now
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Community as been “amazing”, says principal

some people would be affected by 
downed wires. But why was there such 
catastrophic system-wide failure? 
What can be done to prevent this from 
happening again? 

Clearly there are critical 
vulnerabilities that need to be identified 
and a plan needs to be put in place to 
minimize the impacts of  disasters in 
the future.  

It must be a co-ordinated plan. As 
we saw in Aurora, our power supply 
is dependent upon the supply in 
other municipalities. We could have 

the best plan in the world in place in 
our municipality, but if  others don’t 
similarly follow suit, it will be for 
naught.

Make no mistake, this will happen 
again. This is Canada. We will have 
future ice storms. We need to have a 
better handle on how to protect our 
vital infrastructures – water, power, 
and communications – unless we want 
to have another perhaps longer trip 
back to the ice ages…

Until next week, stay involved, stay 
informed because, this is, after all, Our 
Town.

Laura, a Grade 2 student at St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School, is currently 
receiving experimental cancer treatment in Texas. Beyond this Thursday’s bene-
fit, residents can support her and her family through online donations. 

savinglaura.com

POLITICS AS USUAL
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UNITAS   VERITAS   CARITAS

Ignite Your Child’s 
Mind & Spirit

Call to visit our beautiful King City campus 
and see why Villanova College is a great 
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of Academic Excellence

• STEM & AP Programs
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Tigers have 18-point lead in league 
standings after two more wins

By Jeff Doner

Midway through the season, the Aurora 
Junior A Tigers were dealing with a few 
key injuries, but were still managing to 
win hockey games.

They have kept that torrid pace through 
the schedule, while at the same time 
distancing themselves from the rest of  the 
pack.

Last week, the Tigers won two more 
games to give them 57 points thus far and 
an 18-point lead over the second place 
Pickering Panthers in the North Division 
standings with 14 games remaining.

“We’re getting a lot of  wins,” said 
forward Calvin Higley, who collected four 
points in two games last week. “We had a 
rough start at the beginning of  the year, 
but as a 20-year-old it’s good to see a lot of  
wins, and be looking at the playoffs and be 
in first place. It’s awesome.”

The Tigers’ first win of  the week came 
against Pickering on Friday night.

The Panthers gave the Tigers a run for 
their money, but it was Kory Kennedy that 
provided the game winner in the third 
period when the score was knotted at 2 – 2.

Kennedy’s power play goal at 3:30, 
assisted by Higley and Dylan Sikura, made 
it 3 – 2, and then Kennedy potted an empty 
netter with 22 seconds left to add insurance 
for his team in the 4 – 2 win.

Kevin Entmaa stopped 23 of  25 Pickering 
shots for the win.

Saturday vs. Lindsay
After three straight on the road, the 

Tigers returned home for a tilt against the 
Lindsay Muskies on Saturday night.

Both teams were fighting for an early 

lead to start, but as the period wore on, the 
Tigers smelled blood and took advantage.

“I thought that the first five or six 
minutes were what you’re going to see a lot 
of  over the next month and a half  with two 
teams trying to feel each other out like they 
would in a playoff  game,” said head coach 
James Richmond. “I thought we were the 
better team early on and then when we the 
first goal, that kind of  took the wind out of  
their sails a little bit. 

“Then when we got the second and third 
one, when I looked over at their bench, 
every player on their team was sitting 
down and when you see that you know 
you’ve taken the wind out of  their sails.”

Kennedy scored the game’s first goal at 
the 10 minute mark in the first, but before 
the first was over, Michael Laidley, Sikura 
and Higley would each score to give the 
Tigers a 4 – 0 lead.

The second and third periods would be 
more of  the same, as the Tigers continued 
to press a relentless attack against the 
Muskies.

Alex Gilmour and Curtis Warren 
(shorthanded goal) made it 6 – 0 in the 
second and Kennedy and Mihkel Poldma 
added goals in the third.

Aurora goalie Andy Munroe played a 
solid game between the pipes and carried 
a shutout through the game until the 
Muskies put one on the board with five 
minutes remaining.

Munroe made 24 saves in the win.
Richmond said he was pleased with the 

way his team played in both games and 
praised his secondary scorers and roll 
players for filling the voids left by injured 
forwards Robert Angiolella and Adam 
DiBrina.

“Guys that don’t normally get a lot of  
ice got a lot of  ice last night and they [Liam 
Neuman, Drake Board and Alex Gilmour] 
played really well.” 

Neuman played for St. Andrew’s College 
last year and eventually found his way back 
to Aurora with the Tigers. Richmond said 
his addition, along with Austin Rigney, 
made them feel comfortable enough to not 

make a move at the recent trade deadline. 
“We were able to grab him and he’s a 

really good utility forward – he has played 
centre, left wing and right wing for us since 
he’s been acquired. He’s been great for us.”

This week, the Tigers will stay at home 
for games against Stouffville (Friday night 
at 7.30 p.m.) and St. Michael’s (Saturday 
night at 7.30 p.m.).

New Tiger Austin Rigney (7) tries to steal a pass in the Lindsay zone on Saturday 
night. Rigney played well against the Muskies, notching three assists in the 8-1 
win.        Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

Aurora Tiger Kevin Entmaa named OJHL’s  
goalie of the month

By Jeff Doner

After posting an impressive 5 – 1 – 0 
record and two shutouts throughout 
the month of  December, Aurora Tigers 
goalie Kevin Entmaa was announced by 
the OJHL as the goaltender of  the month 
on Saturday.

As one of  Aurora’s key players this 
season, Entmaa has provided a steady 
presence from the back end for the first 
place Tigers.

“It felt good,” Entmaa said after 
finding out he was receiving the honour. 
“I wasn’t really expecting it for December 
there, I was actually thinking it might 
have come in November, but we kept 
winning and the team kept playing well 
and I stayed solid, so it just came out of  
it. It was pretty nice to win.”

Entmaa was actually a runner-up for 
the award in November, but was edged 
out by Nathan Perry of  the Cobourg 
Cougars.

Entmaa has really blossomed in his 
third season with the club. He currently 
sits second in the league with 19 wins, 
first in goals against average at 2.05, has 
a top save percentage among starting 
goalies and has the most shutout wins 
(five) on the season.

It was the first time Entmaa has 
received such an accolade at the Junior 
A level.

“My first season I was put on the 
second top prospect team but other than 

that this is pretty much my first personal 
award for my Junior A career, so it’s 
pretty nice to win,” he said.

His head coach, James Richmond, 
wasn’t surprised Entmaa was the man 
who received the award for December.

“He did nothing but earn it for 
December,” Richmond said. “He was 
rock solid. I think he was 7 – 1 in the 
month, great save percentage, good goals 
against. He’s just playing great. I’d like to 
go back and forth between the two goalies 
here, but when a guy gets on that type of  
roll, you’ve got to keep going with him. 
Munroe stepped in last night and had a 
heck of  game for us.”

Richmond has coached Entmaa since 
he joined the Tigers in 2011 and said he 
has noticed the growth of  his goalie both 
on and off  the ice.

“He’s a little bit more mature this year. 
He’s just playing the position with a ton 
of  confidence. I said to him last week in 
practice, ‘nothing has changed in your 
set up or what you’re doing, it’s just your 
confidence.’ He knows if  he lets one in he 
can shut the door and he’s knows that the 
team in front of  him will score a few.”

Forward Calvin Higley also sang the 
praises of  his teammate upon hearing 
the news.

“He’s been rock solid for us. Five 
shutouts this year…that’s amazing,” he 
said. “It’s good to have a guy back there 
like that and it’s good to have [Andy] 
Munroe back there as well.”
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AMHA RESULTS 

AMHA 
League Results

Jan. 5th - Jan.
12th 2014

House League

106 Timbits - San Jose Teal:
3 
Owen Cauley 2G, William
English 1A,  Hayden Thorne
1G, Easton Bailey 1A,   
103 Timbits - New York
White:   3 
Matthew Cogswell 2G 1A,
Aiden Miller 1A,  Cam Millar
2A,  Isaac Oldenhof 1A,  Jay-
den Dosanjh 1A,   

202 Caravan Kids -
Nashville Yellow:   3 
Bryce Lamontagne 1G, An-
drew Aikins 2G 1A, Edan Kroi
1A,  River Marek 1A,   
205 Caravan Kids - Chicago
Black:   8 
Alex Weir 5G 2A, William Pare
2G, Carter Gillies 1G, Gabriel
Raposo 2A,  Ashur Baig 1A,   

204 Caravan Kids - Edmon-
ton Blue:   3 
Andrew Mettel 1G 1A, Scott
McInnis 1G, Braedon Elgie
1A,  Nathan Simone 1G,
Ethan Walsh  1A,   
203 Caravan Kids - New
York White:   2 
Gabriel Oldenhof 2G, Devrim
Coskuner 1A,  Brody Burns
1A,   

402 McDonald's - Boston
Gold:   3 
Daniel Romas 3G, Julian
Tsukada 1A,  Rylan Kirchmair
1A,  Jake Heritage 1A,   
409 McDonald's - Pitts-
burgh Powder Blue:   1 
Aidan Quinn 1G, Cristian
Troubitsin 1A,   

407 McDonald's - Min-
nesota Green:   2 
Jack Fisher 1G, Mark
Moscone 1G, Cyril Martynov
1A,  Cameron Mills 1A,  Den-
nis Stanislavsky 1A,   
404 McDonald's - Tampa
Bay Blue:   2 
Liam Parris 1G, Cayden Visser
1G, Jacob Phillips 1A,  Jacob
Roach 2A,  Matthew Ross 1A,   

403 McDonald's - Ottawa
White:   6 
Matteo Rossi 5G, Stefano
Basso 1G 1A, Brandon Devel-
lis 1A,   
408 McDonald's - LA Pur-
ple:   4 
Zachary Green 1G, Stefano
Iervasi 2G, Nicholas Zambri
1G, Matthew Song 1A,   

401 McDonald's - New Jer-
sey Red:   3 
Liam Morassutti 2G,
Macisaac Eveleigh 1G 1A,
Jordan Sieber 2A,  Nathan
Cobb 1A,   
410 McDonald's - Philly Or-
ange:   1 
Adam Flicker 1G, Brent Davi-
son 1A,   

406 McDonald's - San Jose
Teal:   1 
Omar Ozturk 1G, David Ia-
covetta 1A,   
403 McDonald's - Ottawa
White:   2 
Matteo Rossi 2G, Luke Buc-
ciol 1A,   

410 McDonald's - Philly Or-
ange:   0 
409 McDonald's - Pitts-
burgh Powder Blue:   3 
Aidan Quinn 1G, Cristian
Troubitsin 1G, Luca Decristo-
faro 1G 1A, Andrew Sun 1A,
Trent Ljucovic SO,   

407 McDonald's - Min-
nesota Green:   3 
Cameron Mills 1G 1A, Mark
Moscone 1G, Jakob Israel 1G,  
402 McDonald's - Boston
Gold:   3 
Dylan Thompson 1G, Ryan
Cariou 1G, Julian Tsukada
1G, Daniel Romas 1A,   

606 Mastermind Toys:   3 
Brendan Dilworth 1G, Robert
Kniss 1G, Jackson Galbraith
1G,  
604 Optimist Club of Au-
rora:   0

607 Caruso & Company:   1 
Carter Beacom 1G,  
603 McAlpine Ford:   6 
Aiden O'Toole 3G, Andrew
Fiorini 1G 1A, Liam Graham
3A,  Alexander Ko 2A,  Owen
Bell 1A,  Will Sherman 1A,
Jack Viney 1G, Andrew
Schaus 1G, Mark Clutterbuck
1A,  Jeremy Garbe 1A,  John
Luca Racanelli 1A,   

606 Mastermind Toys:   3 
Brendan Dilworth 1G, Daniel
Rheeder 1G, Gregory Gat-
zopoulos 1G, Matthew
Muxlow 2A,   
604 Optimist Club of Au-
rora:   4 
Jake Kandaharian  1G, An-
thony Miranda 2G, Liam Vi-
vian 1G, Brian Turner 1A,
Christian Romas 1A,  Mal-
colm Boyes 1A,   

907 Aurora Lodge #148
IOOF:   6 
James Power 3G, Ryan Bat-
ten 2G, Connor Gonsalves
1G, Zak Keller 1A,  Matthew
Bellerby 1A,   
902 Mayfair Systems:   6 
Chris Sutherland 1G 2A, Alex
Tashos 1G 1A, Georgio
Venosa 1G, Matthew Neice
1G, Ryan Ouwroules 2G,
Chris Aldis 1A,  Max Bruckner
1A,   

1006 Jonathan's:   3 
1002 ATS Healthcare:   3 

1003 Ice Photo's Puck Ban-
dits:   2 

1007: 4

1004 North York Heating &
Plumbing:   5 
1005 ADC Aluminium:   3 

Rep League

Tyke - 
Select A: 6 
Richmond Hill Stars: 4
Max Bruce 1G, Jacob Belisle
1G, Jared McNeil 4G, Lucas
Reid 1A,  Erik Guilbert 3A,
Graham Chiarelli 1A,  Nate
Brentnell 1A,   

Novice A - 
Newmarket: 6 
Aurora Tigers: 0

Novice AA - 
TNT: 3
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Ciaravella, Michael 1G,
Cobbold, Charlie 1A, 

Novice AA -
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Markham: 1 
Wilhelm, Lucas 1G, Kristof,
Norbert  1A,    

Novice A - 
Aurora Tigers: 3 
East Gwillimbury: 3
Yiannis Skanderis 2G, Tyler
Hewitt 1G, Jack Charbon-
neau 1A,  Martin McConkey
1A,  Cristian Pisapia 1A,   

Novice AA - 
Markham Waxers: 2
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Blades, Josh 1G, Mc Na-
mara, Owen 1A,  

Novice A - 
Richmond Hill: 3 
Aurora Tigers: 1
Yiannis Skanderis 1G,   

Novice A -
Bradford: 5
Aurora  Tigers: 1 
Yiannis Skanderis 1G, Zaid
Soloman 1A,   

Minor Atom AE -
Aurora Tigers: 6 
Richmond Hill Stars: 2
Nolan Chiarelli 1G 1A, Mal-
colm Parkinson 2G 1A,
Kevin Wasserman 1G 2A,
Sam Spong 1A,  Matthew
Keizer 1G, Jeremy Thomp-
son 1A,  Ryan Blakley 1A,
Ethan Powell 1G,  

Minor Atom AA - 
Markham Waxers: 4
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Emmett Ross 1G, Tucker
Kauffeldt 1A,   

Atom A - 
Bradford: 3
AuroraTigers: 1 
Michael Crowe 1G,  

Atom RS - 
Barrie: 3 
Aurora Tigers: 1
David Iacovetta 1G,   

Atom A - 
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Markham: 0 
Michael Crowe 1G, Todd
Cook 1A,  Ayden Whilby 1G,
Jack McFarland SO,    

Atom AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 7 
Petrolia Oilers: 1 
Lucas De Palma 3G 2A,
Ryan Weeks 3G 2A, Ryan
Fowler 1G, Jordan Dimat-
ulac 3A,  Nicholas
Petinarelis 1A,   

Atom AE - 
Atlanta Fire - Atlanta
Georgia: 5
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Nicholas Petinarelis 1G,
Maxwell McConkey 1A,
Luka Rodrigues 1A,  Lucas
De Palma 1G,  

Atom AE -
Aurora  Tigers: 2 
Shore Riptide - New Jer-
sey: 1 
Lucas De Palma 1G, Riley
Pearl 1G, Rory Callaghan
1A,  George Rappos Jr.
1A,    

Atom AE -
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Gilmour Sabres - Gate
Mills Ohio: 1
Lucas De Palma 1G, Ryan
Dunbar 1G, Maxwell Mc-

Conkey 1A,   

Atom AA -
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Barrie: 0 
Owen Papulkas 2G, Ethan
Belisle 3A,  Anton Sopov
1G, Owen Hollett 1G 1A,
Anthony Russo SO,    

Atom AE - 
Chicago Hawks: 2
Aurora Tigers: 0 

Atom A - 
Aurora Tigers: 5 
Richmond Hill Stars: 3
Gavin Loria 2A,  Ethan So-
lilo 1G 1A, Jack Suther-
land 2A,  Max Reeves 1G,
Todd Cook 2A,  Dylan An-
dersen 1G, Ayden Whilby
2G, Michael Crowe 1A,   

Minor Peewee AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 3 
TNT: 2
Ethan Ritchie 1G, Ian
Hilgendorff 1G 1A, Geof-
frey Wilson 1G, Sam
MacLeod 1A,  Mitchell
Weatherall 1A,  Carson
Klein 1A,   

Minor Peewee AE -
Aurora Tigers: 7 
Markham Waxers: 1
Mitchell Weatherall 3G
1A, James Sproul 1G 1A,
Justin Just 3G, Logan Kid-
der 3A,  Ian Hilgendorff
1A,  Carson Klein 1A,   

Minor Peewee A - 
Nobleking: 2
Aurora Tigers: 0 

Minor Peewee A - 
Barrie: 1 
Aurora Tigers: 0

Minor Peewee A -
Aurora Tigers: 3 
Bradford: 0

Peewee AE - 
Newmarket: 3
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Rony Wahab 1G, Cory
Read 1A,  Ryan Funston-
Clarke 1A,  Jack Patterson
1G, Luke Catania 1A,    

Peewee AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 3 
Orillia: 1 
Luke Catania 1G 1A, Car-
son Williams 1A,  Russell
Tanaka 1G 1A, Jeremy
Gonsalves 1G, Jason Gage
1A,  Owen Romano 1A,    

Minor Bantam AE -
Aurora  Tigers: 3 
Stouffville: 1 
Nicholas Vamvakaris 2G,
Ty Boisseau 1G, Anthony
Capraro 1A,  Braden Reid
1A,    

Minor Bantam A - 
Bradford: 3 
Aurora Tigers: 0

Minor Midget A - 
Aurora Tigers: 3 
Innisfil: 1 
Michael Dacosta 2G,
Matthew Liscio 1G 1A,
Austin Kiraly 1A,    

Midget AE -
Georgina: 4 
Aurora Tigers: 2

Midget AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 5 
Ajax 2 : 4

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

Ears for Auroran Broadsheet  12/19/13  10:35 AM

11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com

Ears for Auroran Broadsheet  12/19/13  10:40 AM
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Two month challenge lands 
Bantam Tigers on NHL ice

By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Tigers Bantam AA squad is not only having 
a stellar season, but the team was recently given quite the 
prize for winning a GTA-wide contest open to all bantam and 
midget teams.

It was a two-month long contest, but the time and effort 
paid off  when the team was selected to participate in a skills 
competition and then play in a game at the Air Canada 
Centre in Toronto on January 6.

The contest consisted of  “three periods” or challenges 
that the team had to complete. The team came out of  the first 
and second periods on top, which earned them a trip down 
to the Toronto Maple Leafs’ practice arena – the Mastercard 
Centre – for a skills competition on December 13.

“It was a surreal experience for the boys,” said head coach 
Rob Scott. “That in itself  was an amazing prize. We were 
fortunate enough to be one of  the top teams to come out of  
that event, us and a AAA team from Whitby and that got us 
to the Air Canada Centre.”

After coming out of  the skills competition as the top 
bantam team, they thought the main prize was solely a spot 
in a game against the midget team from Whitby at the ACC, 
but that’s when they learned they would also be invited to a 
Leafs game against Buffalo on December 27.

The team was looked after in Under Armor’s company box 
and between the second and third periods three players from 
each team went out on the ice for a mini skills competition.

But all of  this was a lead-up to the “Leafs for the Day” 
grand prize game against Whitby on January 6.

That day started off  with a practice run by former Leafs 
Brad May and Gary Leeman, which was followed by a trip to 
the kitchen to meet the Leafs chef  for breakfast.

Then it was off  to a media training session with mock 
interviews, a strength and conditioning session for an hour, 
then back to the kitchen for a snack and nutrition session.

The team was then ushered off  to the video room where 
they saw how all the equipment worked and they even got to 
see some video of  themselves out on the ice.

That was followed by a full tour of  the locker rooms and 
some time with players before the big game against Whitby.

When game time finally approached, they got the exact 
same treatment as the hometown Leafs.

Leafs TV was on hand for commentary, Andy Frost 
announced the rosters, the organist was filling the stands 
with tunes and they even had a singer for the anthem before 
puck drop.

“It was everything you would get at a Leaf  game…it has 
everything,” Scott said. “The goalie makes a big save, the 
whistle goes and it’s up on the big screen overhead. They did 
the three stars after the game. It just blew our mind.”

Dave Bolland was on the bench to help out the Tigers, 
while sniper Phil Kessel was on the bench with Whitby, but 
both spent time with the players before and after the game.

It was a bit of  a lopsided match for the bantam Tigers going 
up against a midget AAA team, but they played admirably 
and it was all smiles throughout.

“I’ve never coached a game that we lost 4 – 0, got outshot 
like we did and watched every single player take their helmet 
off  and smile ear to ear when it was all done,” Scott recalled. 
“It was just an unbelievable day.”

Aurora’s Bantam AA Tigers had a chance to play on hallowed 
ice earlier this month, taking on Whitby at the Air Canada 
Centre. Photo by Dan Langlois
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PEACE OF MIND – STANDARD
INCLUDES: 
COMPLIMENTARY OIL CHANGES  2 YR/40,000 KM**

BASE WARRANTY  3 YR/60,000 KM▲

POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 5 YR/160,000 KM▲

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE  5 YR/160,000 KM▲

ONSTAR® STANDARD  6 MONTHS

LEASE OR FINANCE

$85 @ 0%

LEASE OR FINANCE

$159 @ 0%

LEASE

$189 @ 1.5%

LEASE BI-WEEKLY FOR 60 MONTHS▼.

$0 DOWN PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 

FINANCE BI-WEEKLY FOR  84 MONTHS‡. 
$2,050 DOWN PAYMENT. PURCHASE PRICE $17,536* 
INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI & LEVIES. TAXES NOT INCLUDED.

LEASE BI-WEEKLY FOR 48 MONTHS▼.
$375 DOWN PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 

FINANCE BI-WEEKLY FOR  72 MONTHS‡. 
$2,995 DOWN PAYMENT. PURCHASE PRICE $27,815*  
INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI & LEVIES. TAXES NOT INCLUDED.

LEASE BI-WEEKLY FOR 36 MONTHS▼.
$650 DOWN PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 
INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI, LEVIES & $4,000 CREDIT♦. 
TAXES NOT INCLUDED.

2014 CRUZE LS

2014 EQUINOX LS

2014 SILVERADO CREW CAB 4X4

CRUZE LTZ SHOWN††

EQUINOX FWD LTZ SHOWN††

SILVERADO LTZ CREW CAB 4X4 SHOWN††

0% PURCHASE FINANCING FOR UP TO 84 MONTHS ON SELECT MODELS ‡‡

INCLUDES:
•  POWER LOCKS WITH 

REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY
• POWER WINDOWS
• STABILITRAK®
•  BEST-IN-CLASS SAFETY+ 

WITH 10 AIRBAGS

INCLUDES:
• BLUETOOTH® WITH USB
• 6-SPEED AUTOMATIC 
• AIR CONDITIONING
•  POWER LOCKS WITH REMOTE 

KEYLESS ENTRY
• POWER WINDOWS
•  BEST-IN-CLASS REAR 

SEAT LEGROOM♠

AVAILABLE:
•  MOST FUEL-EFFICIENT V8 

IN A PICKUP, BETTER THAN 
FORD F-150 ECOBOOST V6 
(COMBINED)ΔΔ

•  MOST POWER IN A PICKUP: 
420 HP, 460 LB-FT TORQUE♣

•  BEST MAXIMUM TOWING IN ITS 
CLASS: UP TO 12,000 LBS∞

•  HIGHEST POSSIBLE OVERALL 
VEHICLE SCORE FOR SAFETY 
– 5 STARS – FROM NHSTA◊

46
HWY: 6.1L/100 KM
CITY: 9.2L/100 KMΔ

MPG
HWY

52
HWY: 5.4L/100 KM
CITY: 8.2L/100 KMΔ

MPG
HWY

31
HWY: 9.0L/100 KM
CITY: 12.6L/100 KMΔ

MPG
HWY

ONTARIOCHEVROLETDEALERS.COM
VEHICLE PRICING IS NOW EASIER TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE ALL 

OUR PRICES INCLUDE FREIGHT, PDI AND MANDATORY GOVERNMENT 
LEVIES. Prices do not include applicable taxes and PPSA. 

Consumers may be required to pay up to $799 for Dealer fees.*** 
160,000-KM/5-YEAR

▲Whichever comes first. See dealer for limited warranty details.

TO GUARANTEE OUR 
QUALITY, WE BACK IT

POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY▲

For the latest information, visit us at chevrolet.ca, drop by your local Chevrolet Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. *Offer applies to the purchase of 2014 Chevrolet (Cruze LS 1SA/Equinox LS FWD 1LS). ▼Based on a 60/48/36 month lease for 2014 Chevrolet (Cruze LS 1SA/Equinox LS 
FWD 1LS/Silverado 1500 Crew Cab 4WD 1WT+G80+B30). Annual kilometre limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometre. OAC by GM Financial. Monthly/Bi-Weekly payments may vary depending on down payment/trade. A down payment or trade of $0/$375/$650 and/or $0 security deposit is required. Total obligation 
is $11,026/$16,866/$15,369. Option to purchase at lease end is $6,510/$10,949/$19,155. Excess wear and tear and km charges not included. Other lease options available. ‡0% purchase financing offered by GMCL for 84/72 months on 2014 Chevrolet (Cruze LS 1SA/Equinox LS FWD 1LS). O.A.C by RBC Royal Bank/
TD Auto Finance Services/Scotiabank. Rates from other lenders will vary. Example: $10,000 at 0% APR, monthly payment is $119.05/$138.89 for 84/72 months.  Cost of borrowing is $0, total obligation is $10,000. Down payment and/or trade may be required. Monthly/Bi-weekly payment and cost of borrowing will 
vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Monthly/Bi-weekly payments based on a purchase price of $17,536/$27,815 with $2,050/$2,995 down payment. ♦$4,000 is a manufacturer to dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive) for 2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Ext. & Crew Cab and is reflected in 
offers in this advertisement. Other cash credits available on most models. See dealer for details. */▼/‡/♦/***Freight & PDI ($1,600/$1,600/$1,650), registration, air and tire levies and OMVIC fees included. Insurance, licence, PPSA, dealer fees and applicable taxes not included. Offers apply as indicated to 2014 
new or demonstrator models of the vehicle equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Ontario Chevrolet Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais). Dealers are free to set individual prices. Quantities limited; dealer order or trade may be required. Limited time offers 
which may not be combined with other offers. GMCL may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. +Based on WardsAuto.com 2012 Upper Small segment, excluding Hybrid and Diesel powertrains. Standard 10 airbags, ABS, 
traction control and StabiliTrak®. ®Bluetooth is a registered trademark of Bluetooth SIG Inc. ♠Comparison based on 2013 Polk segmentation: Compact SUV and latest competitive data available and based on the maximum legroom available. Excludes other GM brands. ∆2014 Cruze equipped with standard 1.8L 
EcoTec engine and 6-speed manual transmission. 2014 Equinox equipped with standard 2.4L EcoTec engine and 6-speed automatic transmission. 2014 Silverado 1500 equipped with standard 4.3L EcoTec3 V6 engine and 6-speed automatic transmission. Fuel consumption based on GM Testing in accordance with 
approved Transport Canada test methods. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. ∆∆2014 Silverado 1500 with the available 5.3L EcoTec3 V8 engine equipped with a 6-speed automatic transmission has a fuel consumption rating of 13.0L/100 km city, 8.7L/100 km highway and 11.0L/100 km combined 2WD and 
13.3L/100 km city, 9.0L/100 km highway and 11.4L/100/km combined 4WD. Ford F-150 with the 3.5L EcoBoost V6 engine has a fuel consumption rating of 12.9L/100 km city, 9.0L/100 km highway and 11.1L/100 km combined 2WD and 14.1L/100 km city, 9.6L/100 km highway and 12.1L/100 km combined 4WD. Fuel 
consumption based on GM Testing in accordance with approved Transport Canada test methods. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. Comparison based on wardsauto.com 2013 Large Pickup segment and latest competitive data available. Excludes other GM vehicles. ♣When equipped with available 6.2L EcoTec3 
V8 engine (available to order fall 2013).  Class is Light-Duty Full-Size Pickups. ∞Requires 2WD Double or Crew Cab with available 6.2L EcoTec3 V8 engine and Max Trailering Package. Maximum trailer weight ratios are calculated assuming a base vehicle, except for any option(s) necessary to achieve the rating, plus 
driver. The weight of other optional equipment, passengers and cargo will reduce the maximum trailer weight your vehicle can tow. Comparison based on wardsauto.com 2013 Light-Duty Large Pickup segment and latest competitive data available. Excludes other GM vehicles. Class is Light-Duty Full-Size Pickups. 
◊U.S. government 5-Star Safety Ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program (safercar.gov). ††2014 Cruze LTZ, MSRP with freight, PDI & levies $28,489. 2014 Equinox LTZ FWD, MSRP with freight, PDI & levies $37,539. 2014 Traverse LTZ FWD, MSRP 
with freight, PDI & levies $48,289. 2014 Silverado 1500 LTZ Crew Cab 4WD, MSRP $51,379. Dealers are free to set individual prices. **The 2-Year Scheduled Lube-Oil-Filter Maintenance Program provides eligible customers in Canada, who have purchased, leased or financed a new eligible 2014 MY Chevrolet, Buick, 
or GMC vehicle (excluding Spark EV), with an ACDelco oil and filter change, in accordance with the oil life monitoring system and the Owner’s Manual, for 2 years or 40,000 kms, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four (4) Lube-Oil-Filter services in total, performed at participating GM Dealers. Fluid top offs, 
inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc. are not covered. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors of Canada Limited reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in 
part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ‡‡Participating lenders are subject to change. 0% purchase financing offered on approved credit by RBC Royal Bank/TD Auto Finance Services/Scotiabank for 84 months on new or demonstrator 2014 Chevrolet 
Sonic Sedan LS 1SA, Sonic 5-door, Cruze. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $25,595 at 0% APR, the monthly payment is $304.70 for 84 
months. Cost of borrowing is $0, total obligation is $25,595. Offer is unconditionally interest-free. Offers apply to qualified retail customers only. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. GMCL may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions 
and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ¥Offer valid only to eligible retail lessees in Canada who have obtained credit approval by GM Financial, have entered into a lease agreement with GM Financial, and who accept delivery from January 3, 2014 through February 28, 2014 of a new eligible 2014 model. General 
Motors of Canada will pay the first month’s lease payment, or first 2 bi-weekly lease payments (inclusive of taxes). After the first month, lessee will be required to make all remaining scheduled payments over the remaining term of the lease agreement. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined 
with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors of Canada Limited reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Void where prohibited by law. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details.

PLUS WE MAKE YOUR FIRST MONTH’S LEASE PAYMENT ¥
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AURORA

FESTIVAL

3rd
Annual

An upfront and intimate
evening of that good old
Devil’s music featuring...2014

2
Nights!
Theatre Aurora

Friday, March 7 at 7pm 
“RAW ELECTRIC BLUES”

Daddy Long Legs • Bill Durst • JW-Jones

Saturday, March 8 at 7pm 
“HARMONICA KNIGHTS”

Jerome Godboo • Paul Reddick • Mark “Bird” Stafford
PLUS...  MUSIC WORKSHOP AT 1 PM

Purchase tickets at  www.awbf.ca

$500
napoleonfireplaces.com

*
*FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Please call for details

SAT. JAN. 25 
4 Saturdays

(L) Student Ki-
ana Klinger puts 
some last minute 
touches on her 
Picasso-inspired 
piece of wearable 
art, as modeled 
by fellow student 
Emily Sweny. (C) 
Tredel Lambert’s 
larger than life 
“The Invasion of 
Drama” certain-
ly lived up to its 
name, becom-
ing one of the  
focal points of 
the Blue Gallery. 
(R) Sharon Fong’s 
“Family Effort”, 
four dragons are 
made up of an 
intricate network 
of thousands of 
triangular piec-
es of paper at-
tracted a lot of  
attention.   
 

Auroran photo by 
David Falconer

Grade 12 students show off their edgy, 
angst-y sides in Cultural Centre show 

By Brock Weir

For nearly four days straight, Sharon 
Fong and her family pored over nearly 
3,400 tiny individual pieces of  paper, 
each painstakingly cut into triangles 
and bringing them into ferocious life. 

The Grade 12 Aurora High School 
(AHS) student has loved folding origami 
since she was a child, so when she 
was tasked with creating something 
memorable as her graduation art 
assignment, she turned to what she 
loved. 

The stark white colour of  the four 
paper dragons stand out in a sea of  
colour in the Aurora Cultural Centre’s 
Blue Gallery, which is home to the 
Aurora High School GRADS 2014 Art 
Show through Thursday. Student artists 
had the chance to show off  and explain 
their work to their peers, teachers, 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, and art lovers in 
general last week at a special opening 
reception. 

When Sharon told aficionados each 
dragon was made out of  836 triangles, 
many people came in for a closer look at 
what she dubbed “Family Effort.”

“It took me about four days straight to 
assemble the dragons with two hours of  
sleep in between, but I had help though!” 
she said. “That’s why it is called family 
effort because I have a loving family and 
I love them so much for helping me out.

The team included her grandparents 
as well as aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

“The fold in a flash! My cousin 
Sabrina helped me assemble the feet 
and legs and just sat with me through 
the night.”

This year’s art show is in marked 
contrast to the 2013 installment. Unlike 
last year’s show, which students had to 
take into their own hands after labour 
disruptions between unions and the 
local school boards scuttled teacher 
involvement, many observed the works 
on the walls had a bit of  a “darker” tone. 

“It’s the angst!” shouted one artist as 
Mayor Dawe voiced that observation.

Speaking to the assembled crowd 
during the reception, the Mayor singled 
out events like the GRADS show as one 
of  the “driving reasons” for the success 
of  the Centre, providing opportunity for 
artists, including these upcoming AHS 
grads who might make their passion for 
art into a career, to exhibit their voices 

and vision. 
“It is also an opportunity for us, the 

Town, to have a place where we can 
come and witness some really unique 
art and some budding talent,” he said. 
“It is an opportunity for us to see what 
you do and to celebrate the work that 
you do.”

Unique was certainly the watchword 
as people came in to get a closer look 
at the art on the walls, which ranged 
from classical to abstract to graffiti, to 
multimedia sculptures on the floor, a 
terrarium, and even pieces of  wearable 
art displayed by live models. 

Kiana Klinger’s Picasso-inspired 
work was modeled by Emily Sweny 
who, when she made her way through 
the galleries, was preceded by a giant 
pair of  red lips followed by an equally 
giant eyeball on her back. 

“I drew a lot of  inspiration from 
Picasso, as well as pieces I drew,” said 
Kiana. “The face was very scrambled 
and I decided it would be a really good 
idea to create a giant mass of  facial 
features. I meticulously sewed together 
foam, painted it, duct taped it and 
literally making it tonight.”

Although it looked rather 
cumbersome, Emily took things in 
stride describing her unusual ensemble 
as “comfortable, more or less,” and 
was comforted by the fact they could 
fit a drinking straw through the mesh 
covering her face – just in case!

Newspapers and graffiti figured into 
the work of  Rihannon Latremouille, 
culminating in hanging art as well as 
roughly framed collages that aimed to 
send a message.

“I wanted it to be really rough and 
edgy,” she said. “I have never done 
anything really edgy before in art so I 
thought this would be a cool thing to try, 
especially spray painting.”

For the students, the GRAD art show 
is the culmination of  their visual art 
at the high school level and the hard 
work is evident for art teacher William 
Lottering.

“Each of  these works represents to 
me a process,” he said. “I don’t look 
at the final work, but I look at what 
happened during the production of  
that work and I remember every bit of  
struggle and every decision that was 
made. It is a pleasure to work with kids 
like this.” 

JAN. 16 
– FEB.17

Come to 
Town Park 
to take in 
Aurora’s 
Borealis. 

Coloured LED 
Christmas lights 

illuminate 
Town Park trees 

every night 
from 

5 p.m. 
to 11 p.m., 

allowing 
families 
to skate 

(weather permitting) 
under 

the lights 
on the 
giant 

outdoor 
ice rink.
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By Brock Weir

When Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes was first elected to 
Council in October 2010, she 
promised residents she would 
work hard to make a re-established 
Aurora museum a reality. 

Now, with the Aurora Collection 
now under the auspices of  the 
municipality and the Aurora Room 
at the Cultural Centre now secured 
as heritage space, a museum tops 
her to-do list as she looks ahead to 
the last few months of  the current 
term.

“Knowing these artefacts were 
being stored the way they were was 
a real burden for me,” she says. 
“To have a museum come together 
[with the acquisition] was just 
a wonderful start to getting that 
museum reinstated. I can’t wait to 
see who is going to be our official 
curator [that] will take our museum 
and our artefacts and ensure they 
are preserved and in good shape and 
we don’t have a stagnant space.”

She says she envisions a 
“rotational space” for students 
to come and embrace Aurora’s 
heritage and how things have 
evolved.

“I can’t wait to have, hopefully 
by the end of  this term, an official 
grand opening of  our museum.”

If  that doesn’t come to pass, 
however, by the end of  the term, 
she hopes to stick around and run 
again in this year’s municipal 
election. A decision to run again 
has been something this first-
time Councillor has given careful 
consideration over the last few 
months, and an issue she says she 
has tackled from many different 
angles.

The first one, she says, is whether 
residents feel she has done a good 
job of  representing them.

“I try my best to do what is right 
for the residents and how I feel 
about issues,” she says. “I want to 
make sure we are making the right 
decisions

“The last three years have been 
a big learning curve. The next four 
years will allow newer Councillors 
to have that experience and be able 
to go through the initiatives and 
that program without having that 
initial learning curve. It will allow 
us to accomplish things a little 
quicker and more efficiently and 
effectively. It is good to see some of  
the initiatives that are taking place 
that maybe we can help complete 
over the next term.”

This learning curve, she says, has 
been “incredibly rewarding”, but it 
is not something she necessarily 
anticipated when she first put her 
name forward nearly four years 

ago. Processes and procedures did 
not come easy, she says, but being 
effective has come with experience. 

“Following municipal 
government in the papers or 
viewing it on TV is very different 
from actually being there and 
actually performing the work!” she 
says. “From the outside looking in 
you think you can hit the ground 
running, but absolutely not. I learn 
more every day and love every 
minute of  it. It is a wonderful 
opportunity and I am very proud to 
be a part of  it.”

Looking back, in addition to the 
museum, heritage issues feature 
among Councillor Humfryes’ list 
of  personal highlights of  this 
term of  Council, including new 
heritage property standards to 
ensure heritage homes are kept 
up and not left to languish and 
deteriorate beyond the point of  
repair, which has happened in 
several cases over the last five 
years, as well as moving forward 
with the Community Improvement 
Area, which will be considered 
in upcoming discussions over 
Aurora’s operational budget. 

“I believe we have done a good job 
in honing in on how we perform the 
budget process,” she says. “There 
is a lot of  discussion around the 
table of  how we can do better and 
be more efficient and effective 
in our planning. It has taken us 
a few years, but we have worked 
diligently in this last one and really 
went through it. 

“Working together as a team, 
we have really come through in 
trying to keep the tax burden as 
low as possible while continuing to 
provide the service levels we need 
to.”

Looking ahead, also rising to 
the top of  her to-do list is seeing 
Aurora’s Youth Centre/Community 
Space for Youth come to fruition. 

“It takes a village to raise a child 
and I feel our community needs 
that village centre where the youth 
can go,” she says. 

“Our programming right now 
is scattered throughout the Town. 
We negotiate with schools and 
buildings to rent rooms and try to 
get our programming out there for 
the youth of  Aurora. It would just 
be great to have that Centre open 
where they can all go and feel like 
they belong.

“I believe the experiences of  kids 
gathering together to be able to see 
how strong they will become as 
youth in our community and adults 
that want to stay in our community. 
I believe that is a Centre that will 
really provide a great support 
structure for our youth to allow 
them to evolve and develop here.”

ELECTION 2014

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

NOW
ON
TAP

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri., 11am open; Sat.-Sun. 9am open

Jan. 18
th

an. 18an. 18Angel Forrest Trio

Entertainment starting
at 9pm
Advance Tickets sales $10
Sponsored by Hockley Beer 
with $5.00 pints
Call for tickets!

Nominated for the Best Female Vocalist
for the Maple Blues Awards

15570 Yonge Street, Aurora
905.727.2337

Museum, youth space tops 
Councillor Humfryes’ “to do” list
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NEED HELP?
Advertise your HELP WANTED ads with us 

The Auroran, CLASSIFIEDS  
Call: 905-727-3300

FOUND – A set of  GM car 
keys in the area of  Baywell 
Crescent, Aurora. Incl. 
automatic door unlock. To 
claim, call 647-680-8336.

HELP WANTED

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
FOR SALE

LOST & FOUND

Vintage 1960s gold pair of  
gold woven bucket chairs. 
Both in good condition. 
$100 or best offer for set 
of  two pieces. Call 905-727-
6497.

Simcoe York Group of Newspapers
“A Division of London Publishing”
Your Community Newspapers

POSITION SUMMARY:
Acting as an inside, telemarketing Junior Sales Representative, 
develops and sells commercial advertising space, to current and 
prospective advertisers through regular contact. Operates within 
assigned territory to develop maximum revenue. 

Inside Sales Representative/Telemarketing

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Developing territory: Contact with current and prospective clients.
•  All paper work associated with the advertising ordering and billing process 

to be correctly completed and submitted in a timely manner.
• Projects effi cient, confi dent and professional appearance and mannerisms.
•  Responsive to customer needs, identifi es customer complaints and ensures 

all complaints are resolved.

• Perform all other duties as assigned by the Manager.

EXPECTATIONS:
•  Have an understanding of all applicable York Simcoe Group of Newspapers 

and corresponding rates.
•  Must have a good understanding of your territory and clients, 

their potential and opportunities for growth.
•  Is willing to invest the appropriate amount of time required 

to maximize your territory’s potential.
•  Be required to own your own reliable vehicle. Possess good oral 

and written communication skills.

• Have a positive attitude and care about your clients.

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Sales Driven
• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Great Interpersonal Skills

PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUMÉ TO:
karin@simcoeyorkprinting.com

FASTEST GrOwING 
COMPANy in the history 
of  relationship marketing. 
$100 Million our first 
year in one country one 
product. Be one of  the 
first in Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

CAREER

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

ONE OF NOrTH 
AMErICA’S LArGEST 
financial services 
companies is rapidly 
expanding in this area. 
If  you desire a dynamic 
career with excellent  
income potential, call Ruth 
Greaves at 1-888-240-4767.

SERVICES

JOB FAIR

BRUCE WILSON
LANDSCAPING LTD.

Full-time mechanic required
Experience in landscaping, an AZ license and equipment operation 

a definite asset. We offer benefits and a matching RRSP plan.
Fax: 905-859-4558  charlie@brucewilsonlandscaping.com

BRUCE WILSON
LANDSCAPING LTD.

We are hosting a JOB FAIR
on Feb.26 starting at 10am.

We are looking for motivated and responsible landscape workers, truck 
drivers with AZ license, equipment operators for dozers/excavators.

Pre-register for a job interview at
office@brucewilsonlandscaping.com

TIME SENSITIVE
MATERIAL

PLEASE RETURN
PROOFED 

WITHIN AN HOUR 
OF  RECEIPT,
THANK YOU

905-729-2287
FAX: 905-729-2541

kvweekly@bellnet.ca

  Proofed and
  approved by 
  
  Date:  
  Date of insertion: Jan.9/14
  Sales Rep.: JD

  NTT q    KWS q    IS q 
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NEED 
ADMIN SUPPORT?

Local offsite company
offers help with emails,
social media, invoicing,

estimates etc…
Executive Assistants 2Go

416.948.8866
www.ea2go.co

Do you love to clean?
• No evenings or weekends
• Travel time, mileage and bonuses paid 
• P/T & F/T positions available
• Training provided 

Visit our website at www.brightenyourday.ca
Call 905 713 3651 or email your resume to 

kathy@brightenyourday.ca 

BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY HOME CLEANING
REQUIRES

RESIDENTIAL CLEANERS

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free
“Our Business Is People”

FULL TIME POSITIONS
Envelope Machine Adjuster – exp. only
– $24 / hr.

Pick / Pack, Fklt. lic – $14.00 /hr.
Programmed Saw Operator – Kitchen 
cabinets – $16.00 / hr.
Forklift Mechanic – $32K
Industrial Supplies Sales position – $45K
Spray Painter – Custom Shop
Transportation CSR position - Etobicoke –
min 2 years exp.
A/R, A/P  clerk – Transportation and Great 
Plains exp. must
Quality Manager – Degree a must - $60-80K
Experienced Factory, Warehouse Workers
CNC / Water Jet Operators – $14/hr

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

CLEANING LADy look-
ing for new clients. Ex-
ceptional cleaning service 
guaranteed. References 
available. Call Cinti 416-
906-5996. 

COMING EVENTS
ON NOW

DECEMBER 16 – FEBRUARY 17
Come to Town Park to take in Aurora’s Borealis. 

Coloured LED Christmas lights illuminate Town 
Park trees every night from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m., 
allowing families to skate (weather permitting) 
under the lights on the giant outdoor ice rink.

JANUARY 7 – 16
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents Aurora High School GRADS Show. A 
vibrant annual exhibition showcasing the work 
of  the Grade 12 visual arts students; reception 
January 9 from 7 – 9 p.m. Free gallery admission: 
Tuesday – Saturday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Fully accessible 
building; elevator entrance at north doors. www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
The Town of  Aurora will host an Electronic 

Waste Recycling Event today from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at 9 Scanlon Court (just off  Industrial Parkway 
North, one block north of  Wellington Street). 
Items accepted include cell phones, computers and 
monitors, copiers and fax machines, home theatre 
systems, radios, printers, telephones, televisions 
and more. Excluded are household and kitchen 
appliances, including fridges, stoves, ovens and 
microwaves, air conditioners and tires. Items will 
be accepted by ARTEX, which guarantees secure 
destruction of  information. No e-waste is ever re-
sold, or sent to landfills or developing nations.

JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 2
The Society of  York Region Artists (SOYRA) 

will host their 2014 SOYRA Showcase at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. Artists will present their new 
works and all pieces will be for sale. The Aurora 
Cultural Centre is located at 22 Church Street.

 JANUARY 22 & 29
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents two Society of  York Region Artists 
Gallery Talks; 1 – 3 p.m. on each Wednesday. Join us 
to learn about the artists creative processes. Free 
gallery admission: Tuesday – Saturday, 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Fully accessible building; elevator entrance 
at north doors. www.auroraculturalcentre.ca

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church 

Street, presents John Sheard with “The Great 
Reunion Concert” with legendary guitarist (and 
bon vivant) Wendell Ferguson. Joined by Dennis 
Pendrith on the bass. A memorable evening of  
music virtuosity, musings, and plenty of  laughter. 
Tickets $25 in advance, or $30 day of  concert. 
Doors open 7.30 p.m.; concert at 8 p.m., with 
general admission seating and a cash bar. Fully 
accessible venue; elevator at north entrance. To 
purchase drop by the Centre, or call 905-713-1818. 
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26
Aurora’s Water Depot will host a “Hometown 

Hockey Day” today at their 15483 Yonge Street 
location to benefit the Aurora Minor Hockey 
Association. A number of  events are planned 
for the day including a shoot and win board 
contributed by the Hockey Hall of  Fame., a charity 
barbeque, drinks and, of  course, water. Win an 
autographed Wendel Clark Jersey or framed 
limited edition photo. 11 – 4 p.m. 

* * * * 
Aurora’s Evergreen Choir, York Region 

Community Choir and York Regional Police Male 
Chorus will just be three of  nine community 
musical groups participating in The Fifth Annual 
Choral Extravaganza tonight at 6.30 p.m. at the 
Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 for students and 
be purchased through the box office or online at 
www.choirs2014.eventbrite.ca.

* * * * 
Start the New Year off  on the right note – the 

Aurora Community Band welcomes new members 
to enjoy the concert band experience. Rehearsals 

are held on Sunday evenings from 7 – 9 p.m. at 
the Aurora Cultural Centre (22 Church Street.) If  
you are a brass, woodwind, or percussion player 
with some concert band experience, you can 
attend two complimentary rehearsals before the 
membership fee applies. For more information, 
contact the Aurora Community Band at 
auroracommunityband@gmail.com. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30
The York North Lyme Group will host a Lyme 

Disease Support Group meeting tonight from 7 – 9 
p.m. at the Aurora United Church. This discussion 
night is open to all Lyme patients, caregivers, and 
anyone who would like to know more about the 
tick-borne disease. Please come fragrance free. 
For more information, check “York North Lyme 
Support Group” on Facebook, or email yorknorth.
lymegroup@gmail.com. The Aurora United 
Church is located at 15186 Yonge Street.

JANUARY 30 – FEBRUARY 2
St. Andrew’s College hosts its 31st annual 

MacPherson Hockey Tournament. This year’s 
tourney features high school and senior teams 
from Ontario, Quebec, and New York. The first 
game starts at 9 a.m. at the Aurora Community 
Centre (ACC1). Opening ceremonies will also be 
held at 7 p.m. at ACC1 prior to the match between 
the St. Andrew’s Saints and Quebec City’s Cégep 
de Sainte-Foy. Entry is free.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1
Join local volunteers in helping Special 

Olympians tonight at a special “Tiki Party” at 
Jonathan’s Restaurant this evening at 8 p.m. Live 
band, silent auction and great fun! For tickets, 
email Diane at motherb@sympatico.ca. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Aurora violinist Wesley Bells will join Laura 

Engsig on the clarinet and tenor Christopher 
Dallo today for the Young Artists Showcase 
this afternoon at 2 p.m. hosted by Visual and 
Performing Arts Newmarket. They will be 
joined by competitive dancers from Chantal’s 
Dance Academy for the performance which 
will take place at Newmarket Theatre. For more 
information and tickets, contact the Theatre at 
905-953-5122. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

is proud to present Valentine’s Day with The 
Judy Marshak Quartet.  Transport yourself  back 
to Manhattan, circa the 1950s, with the best in 
cabaret jazz repertoire from the award-winning 
actress/singer/songwriter, accompanied by 
piano, drums and upright bass. An affectionate 
tribute to some of  the coolest popular music 
ever written.  Doors open 7:30 pm; concert at 8 
pm. Tickets $25 in advance, or $30 day of  concert, 
with general admission seating and a cash bar. To 
purchase, drop by the Centre, or call 905-713-1818. 
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * * 
Celebrate Black History Month tonight with 

The Love Train Revue 2014. Featuring George 
St. Kitts and Friends, the event will celebrate the 
sounds of  Motown, Jazz, Funk, Blues, African 
Folk, Reggae and More. Tickets are on sale now 
through the Richmond Hill Centre for Performing 
Arts at 905-787-8811. The event supports the 
Alzheimer Society of  York Region and the Herbert 
H. Carnegie Future Aces Foundation.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre will hold a very 

special event tonight called “The Old Tyme Music 
Hall.” This is a variety show with singing, lots 
of  music and comedy set in a pub atmosphere of  
England in the early 1900s. There will be a fish 
and chips dinner with dessert, tea or coffee. A 
cash bar will be available, as well as prizes to be 
won! Costumes of  the period are encouraged and 
everyone is welcome. Ticket are $10 each and will 
be available at the Seniors’ Centre after February 
3. Doors open at 5.30 p.m. with dinner at 6.30 p.m. 
and the show at 8 p.m. Get your tickets early as this 
promises to be a great event!

Joint Operations Centre plan splits 
Council ahead of next week’s vote

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s proposed new Joint 
Operations Centre will move forward for 
the next step in its approval next week. 

Councillors signed off  on the building 
itself, as well as a tentative plan to pay 
for the new Industrial Parkway North 
facility, which will combine Aurora’s 
Parks and Recreation Department with 
the Department of  Public Works under 
one roof. 

The building will replace the current 
works yard on Scanlon Court which has 
been characterised as outmoded and run-
down in serving today’s population. The 
current price tag of  $19 million, however, 
comes in significantly higher than the 
previously estimated $14.6M approved last 
year, and although Mayor and Councillors 
agree that a new facility is needed, the 
increasing costs and scale of  the project 
split Council at a Special Committee 
meeting last week.

According to Ilmar Simanovskis, 
Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure, 
the increasing costs can be attributed 
to topographical challenges on the site, 
including soil stability, the general 
increase in construction costs, as well as a 
boost in contingency funds. 

A series of  retaining walls and other 
mechanisms will be put in place to make 
the site workable, as well as considerations 
for the local environment given its 
proximity to the Aurora Community 
Arboretum, and the wellhead protection 
area. 

At the end of  the day, staff  argued 
Aurora was still getting a good deal 
compared to other options out there for 
industrial land, but some Councillors 
were not convinced of  the numbers. 

“When we first discussed this project 
we were going to take $7 million from [the 
sale of] Leslie Street [lands] and $3 million 
from Scanlon and now we’re saying we 
can’t realise that,” said Councillor Gallo, 
noting his concern that a funding plan 
can’t be finalized until final costs are 
known. “I don’t know if  that is shocking 
to anyone else, but I am being told until 
the final cost is known, I assume once 
it was built, we will have a bill and that 
will determine what the final cost will be. 
I have issues with making a decision to 
spend $19 million without knowing where 
that money is coming from.”

Councillor Chris Ballard said although 
he supported the construction of  a new 
facility from the start as the current 
building will not serve the needs of  a 
growing community, he balked at the 
budget increase and “extras” such as a 
green roof  and increased storage facilities, 
being considered to the bottom line. 

“We’re being presented with a fait 
accompli [and] I am not comfortable with 
where the building is today, let alone 
adding more things to it,” he said, noting 
he was not in favour of  plans to use future 
development charges to fund construction. 
“Using DCs might not impact current 

taxpayers but in my mind they are a 
form of  tax. Raising it won’t hurt current 
residents in town but it is not fair to new 
residents coming into Aurora. Is that fair? 
I am not too sure that it is. Even if  they are 
not yet here in Aurora, I want to make sure 
that we’re spending their money wisely.

“Quite often the hardest decision a 
politician has to make is to say no.”

For others, however, it was a “tough” 
decision but one that needed to be made. 

“The taxpayers ultimately elected us 
to make decisions,” said Councillor John 
Abel. “[Costs] are a little bit more than we 
had anticipated and it still comes in at a 
market value. It is central, it is practical 
and it is a large piece of  land that will 
serve the purposes that we have deemed.”

For Councillor Michael Thompson, 
going forward with the new building is a 
necessity rather than a want and band-aid 
solutions on the current site were just not 
working.

“We need to acknowledge we need 
a facility that meets our needs,” said 
Councillor Thompson. “That has been 
a key consideration for this entire term. 
We’re building more trails, there are more 
homes coming into 2C and yet we’re not 
creating or building that infrastructure 
to take care of  those and manage the 
operations of  the Town.

“You can turn this down but that cannot 
deny the fact we need to do it and delaying 
it is only going to increase the costs. The 
building is not going to get any cheaper.”

Arguments were also made by 
Councillors in opposition to the plan that 
this was not a decision to be made in an 
election year, but this was a position Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe rejected as it is a decision, 
he said, which has to be made now. 

“We are here to make decisions and are 
here to move the Town forward,” he said. 
“No one is happy with the price increase. 
Price increases happen and our staff  
needs to be far more intelligent in terms of  
managing these projects and some of  that 
is underway in terms of  correcting those. 

“Saying no is a tough decision. Saying 
yes, but not right now, is a cop out, quite 
frankly.”

All of  this will be financed through 
a debt financing plan devised by Town 
Treasurer Dan Elliott. As The Auroran 
reported last week, the plan includes the 
application for a grant through Ontario’s 
Green Municipal Fund, which is still 
pending, and the opening up of  lines of  
credit which would eventually be paid 
through future development charges 
coming in from Aurora’s 2C lands, as well 
as the sale of  industrial lands owned by 
the Town along the Leslie Street corridor.

Additional options were considered 
early in the project including borrowing 
internally from Aurora’s $34m+ Hydro 
Reserve fund and the sale of  the current 
Scanlon Court works yard. Although Mr. 
Elliott said the Hydro option was met with 
opposition, the sale of  Scanlon remains on 
the table, but is pending the relocation of  
the land’s purchaser.
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On behalf  of  both this writer 
and the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market and Artisan Fair, best 
wishes for a happy and healthy 
New Year to all. 

We hope that everyone 
managed to overcome the 
ice storm and accompanying 
blackout and the nasty weather 
that followed right after the 
New Year. 

While waiting for the rest 
of  the ice to melt, you can plan to attend 
the second indoor market at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre on Saturday, January 18 

from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. There you will be able 
to meet Rob Hudyma of  Rob’s Good Food, 
one of  our newest vendors, located on the 
main floor.

Rob is the offspring of  culturally 
diverse parents and, as such, was 
introduced to the cuisine that would 
shape and influence his life.

Between stuffed grape leaves, raw 
ground lamb with bulgar, pierogies, 
kielbasa sausage, lebneh, pomegranates, 
kiwi fruit and the like, how could he not 
love food?

This love led him to his first job at the 
meat counter at Dominion. It was also the 
perfect place to learn the butchery skills 
and the appreciation for fine meats that 
led him to enroll at George Brown College 
in Culinary Management. 

He admits that it was difficult as he 
was also trying to finish his degree in 
Geological Sciences at U. of  T. at the same 
time.

Fortunately for Rob, food won out. 
After graduating, he took some entry 

level positions in the food service industry 
for a few years and decided that he’d prefer 
to sign the front of  a cheque and not just 
the back. 

In his final year at George Brown, he 
met his wife, Colleen. In 1986 they started 
their own catering company called 
Catered Affare Fine Foods, for which they 
won many awards in the event industry. 
They pass this love of  food and business 
along each year through a scholarship 
offered through Colleen’s Alma Mater, 
Ryerson University, in the form of  an 
Entrepreneurship award for budding 
individuals who wish to lead in the 
hospitality profession.

Although the catering business was 

very good to them, Rob 
says that there is a season 
to all things. So, in 2012, he 
concentrated on baking and 
experimenting with organic 
ingredients to produce a well-
received line of  scones and 
shortbread cookies.

As the seasons change, so 
do his offerings. For example, 
strawberry and rhubarb pies 
give way to fresh raspberry 

and blueberry concoctions which, in 
turn, lead to pumpkin and apple goods in 
the fall. 

Since chocolate and maple are two 
of  his favourite ingredients, he also 
makes double fudge brownies and 
maple cranberry butter tarts available. 
In addition, Rob produces a line of  
condiments such as mustards, preserves, 
jellies and spice blends. 

During the summer months, he makes 
homemade coolers and lemonades 
flavoured with Thai basil, ginger, kafir 
lime and lemongrass syrup or blueberry 
mead syrup. 

He sources only high quality 
ingredients from local producers and, 
although his products may not suit all 
pocketbooks, he believes in using only the 
very best of  ingredients and that quality 
and taste are the two most important 
aspects of  what he produces.

Having worked behind the scenes in 
the kitchen for most of  his professional 
life, Rob finds it fulfilling to meet people 
face to face who appreciate the work and 
quality that go into his products and it 
becomes even more meaningful when 
they become repeat customers.

As we go to press, the following vendors 
are expected to be at the indoor market at 
the Aurora Cultural Centre on Saturday:

Rob’s Good Food, Sassy Chameleon, 
Pioneer Honey, Designs by Eva, Nutmeg 
Catering, Rustic Breads, Kind Organics, 
Snowden Farm, Catharina’s Kitchen, 
Toscana bakery, Project Christina Marie, 
Jan’s Country Pantry, Green River Coffee, 
19th Avenue Farm, Green Leaf  Designs, 
Kibo Natural Body Care, Sasha’s Sweets, 
Eurasia Jewelry, and Nancy’s Bags. Please 
keep in mind that there are sometimes 
cancellations at the last minute for 
unforeseen circumstances.

See you at the indoor market!

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

NOT 
EVERYONE

needs your services 

all the time, 

but, 

it you want 

to be there

when they do... 

Advertise 
in The Auroran, 

CLASSIFIEDS  
Call: 905-727-3300

AIRPORT LIMO DENTAL

ALUMINUM REPAIRS REAL ESTATE

STONE

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

WATER

TREE CARE

PAINTER

MEMORIAL

HANDYMAN RENOVATIONS

MOVING

85

905-841-6334  

• Aluminum Repairs 
• Door/Window Repairs 
• Downpipe Repairs 
• Eavestrough Repairs 
• Caulking
• Eavestrough Cleaning

40 Years 
Experience

HARRISON

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

QUAliTy wORkmANsHip
cOmpETiTivE pRicEs

Specializing in: drywall repairs, flooring, 
tiling, backsplash & trim work.  

Small jobs welcome. 
Free estimates

CGM RENOVATIONS

416-271-7762

 reverse ossmosiss filtration system
 and FREE installationFREE

Purchase a Refinosoft Water Softener and receive a 

New Years Special!
2 Rooms $349

using Benjamin Moore paints
We also do exteriors

PKD Painting 
905-836-4347 or 905-251-1977

Local Newmarket company serving 
Newmarket, Aurora, Bradford since 1985

CLEANERS

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

Last November, The Town of Aurora closed the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
(AFLC) for reconstruction for approximately one year. The closure was approved 
by Town Council in order to re-build and enhance existing facilities as well as 
create a new community space for youth. Many of the services that were offered 
at the AFLC have been moved to the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex during 
reconstruction. However, residents are advised that: 

•	Squash courts are operational with limited access to registered members only
•	The arena is open for rentals
•	Public skating is available at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 

located at 1400 Wellington Street East

December construction update in brief 
 Outdoor signage was installed in front of the property
 Demolition inside the building is well underway. This includes the  

   removal of interior walls throughout the building, the removal 
   of the gym floor in the fitness centre and the concrete floor on  
   the lower level of the building

ARTIST RENDERING

AURORA FAMILY LEISURE COMPLEX
project update #2

Stay tuned here for monthly project  
progress updates. 

Call 905-727-1375 or visit our website 
www.aurora.ca/NewAFLC for additional 
information.
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