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Mae Khamissa knows first-hand the problems of growing up as a non-white in 
South Africa at the height of Apartheid. As a young girl, she heard stories of Man-
dela’s almost mythical exploits first-hand, before growing up to take a stand for ra-
cial equality in her teens in South Africa and, later, as an ANC volunteer in Toronto. 
Bound this week for Pretoria, she has created a special memorial to Mandela in her 
Omar’s Shoes storefront.                  Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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HONOURING HEROES
Shawn Doyle of Alliston, James Haden of  
Aurora, and Gerry Robineau of Bowmanville share 
a reflective moment in Ottawa on Thursday before 
receiving their Medals of Bravery from Gover-
nor General David Johnston. An “overwhelming”  
experience, the investiture brought back trou-
bling memories of one winter night in Concord. 
For more, see Page 3.   
     

Photo by Sgt. Ronald Duchesne,  
Rideau Hall (HM The Queen in Right of Canada,  

represented by the Office of the Secretary to the  
Governor General (2013))

Local tributes to the “Lion of Africa”:  One woman shares her memories of Mandela
By Brock Weir

It had been a day she dreaded and prepared for over much of  this year, but when the 
moment finally came on Thursday evening, the news of  Nelson Mandela’s death was 
no less shocking to Aurora’s Mae Khamissa. 

While getting some last minute groceries that evening, Ms. Khamissa got the call 
from her daughter. Describing her reaction as one of  “shock” and “disbelief”, she 
admits she made “a bit of  an ass” of  herself  as people approached her to make sure 
she was okay. She describes the scene with a bit of  a chuckle in hindsight, but the news 
conjured up many memories of  growing up in South Africa at the height of  Apartheid. 

“This man was our hope,” she says. “He was the father of  our nation and he gave us 
so much encouragement and hope.”

Ms. Khamissa and her husband, Raz, are the owners of  Aurora’s Omar’s Shoes. In 
the days after Mr. Mandela’s death, they set up a makeshift tribute to the iconic leader 
in their storefront, featuring photographs, flags and memorabilia from his visits to 
Canada. But behind the photos and t-shirts is a very human story, one shared by South 
African expatriates the world-over. 

Ms. Khamissa, whose family settled in South Africa from India, was one of  10 
children. Her family lived near South Africa’s border with Botswana until the late 
1950s when they were evicted by the authorities. Many years later, she recalls the 
trauma of  the segregation that was imposed on them.

“We had a beautiful home my father had built, we had great relationships with the 
local Africans there. My family had to gather what they could but we lost everything 
we had.”

They were settled on the outskirts of  Johannesburg in a small township specifically 
reserved for people of  South Asian descent. This is the environment in which she was 
born in the early 1960s. She was just a small child when Mr. Mandela was in the first 
days of  his 27 year imprisonment. Although the mere mention of  his name was almost 
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AURORA 150 FACT:

Image courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

Bradford Fertilizer building 

The Bradford Fertilizer building was located on Wellington 
Street East. In the 1930s the building accommodated offi ces 
and machinery of Baldwin Mill. In 1955, the building was 
severely damaged by a fi re and the mill did not reopen. This 
photo was taken in the 1980s. The building was dismantled 
in 1991.

PUBLIC NOTICES

2014 Budget  

The Town of Aurora has started its 2014 Budget review 
sessions. Residents are invited and encouraged to have 
their voices heard by attending and speaking at an 
upcoming session: 

Tuesday, December 17 at 7 p.m.
Capital Budget

Meetings will continue into January and February 2014. 

All meetings will be held in Council Chambers, located at 
Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way. 

Public input will be received at the beginning of each 
meeting. Those who wish to speak are encouraged to 
register with the Clerk’s offi ce in advance by emailing 
csecretariat@aurora.ca Those who do not register will 
be allowed to make a presentation if time permits.

Budget information will be posted to the Town’s website 
at www.aurora.ca/2014budget and updated throughout 
the process. For more information about the 2014 
Budget, please contact Dan Elliott, Director of Corporate 
and Finanical Services/Treasurer at 
ourtownbudget@aurora.ca

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
The Town of Aurora is accepting applications until Thursday, 
December 19 for the position of Administrator, Water/
Wastewater Billing & Collections. For more information, 
visit www.aurora.ca/employment 

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Winterfest Camp 

Take a break from the cold weather and join us for fun 
activities such a skating and crafts. 

When:  Friday, December 20 to Friday, January 3, 2014
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Extended care available) 

Who: Children ages four to 11

For more information or to register, please call 
905-726-4770.

Help us Shape Aurora’s Culture 

The Town of Aurora joins leading municipalities across 
Ontario in developing its fi rst Cultural Master Plan. The 
Plan will establish a cultural vision for the Town as well 
as identify strategies and actions to support cultural and 
broader economic development goals. 

Input from the community on directions and priorities is 
critical to the success of the Cultural Master Plan. We invite 
all residents to complete a short survey that will take 
approximately 10 minutes to complete. Please visit 
www.auroraculture.ca for more information and to access 
the confi dential survey.

The Evergreen Choir Christmas Concert 

Presented by the Aurora Seniors Association, the Evergreen 
Choir will hold their annual holiday concert on Saturday, 
December 14.

Where:  Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way
When:  2:30 p.m.
Cost:  $5 – children under 14 are free 

For tickets, please call 905-726-4767.

Salvation Army Kettle Drive 

The Town of Aurora and the Salvation Army have 
kicked-off the annual Aurora Salvation Army Kettle 
Drive, which will continue until Tuesday, December 24.

Contributions to this campaign will provide practical 
assistance to vulnerable members of our community at 
Christmastime and throughout the year. 

Kettles are located at the following locations in Aurora:

• Walmart

• The Real Canadian Superstore

• Metro

• Both Beer Store outlets in town

• Both LCBO outlets in town 

Volunteers are still needed. For more information on 
how to help with the Salvation Army Kettle Drive, please 
call Neighbourhood Network at 905-726-3737 to 
book your preferred date, time and location. For more 
information on the Aurora Salvation Army Kettle Drive, 
please contact the Salvation Army at 905-895-6276.

Dinner and a Movie   

Madagascar 3 (Rated PG)

Where:  Aurora Public Library

When:  Saturday, December 14 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Ages:  11 to 14 year-olds

Price:  Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.

For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3127. 

Catch a Ride with Operation Red Nose

Operation Red Nose helps prevent drinking 
and driving. It is a volunteer driving service 
provided during the holiday season to all 
drivers who have been drinking or who do 
not feel fi t to drive their vehicle back home.

It is a free method of getting a safe ride in 
your own vehicle without having to drive it!

For more information on this volunteer service, please visit 
www.operationrednose.com or call 416-550-7676.

REMINDERS
Winter Parking Restrictions in effect between 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.  

It’s that time of year again, snow and ice are here. Please make it safe for everyone 
and ensure that your vehicles are not parked on the street. It is also important to 
not park over sidewalks or onto the roadway.  This is a hazard for residents and it 
severely hinders the ability of our infrastructure and Environmental Services staff to 
effi ciently plow our roads and sidewalks. 
 
For more information on this by-law, please call 905-726-4751 or visit 
www.aurora.ca

Municipal Street Tree Block Pruning 

Residents are advised that the municipal street tree block pruning is underway and 
will continue through December. For a complete list of streets, please visit the front 
page of the Town’s website at www.aurora.ca

If you have any questions, please contact the Parks & Recreation department at 
905-727-3123 ext. 3223.

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Wednesday, December 11 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Board
Thursday, December 12 7 p.m. Economic Development Advisory Committee  
  Not required
Thursday, December 12 7:30 p.m. Committee of Adjustment
Tuesday, December 17 7 p.m. Special Council – 2014 Capital Budget*
Wednesday, December 18 7 p.m. Public Planning*
Thursday, December 19 7 p.m. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee
Friday, December 20 10 a.m. Trails and Active Transportation Committee

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Aurora’s
Borealis

Don’t miss Aurora’s Borealis!
Come to Aurora Town Park every evening 
from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. until Monday, February 17, 2014
and enjoy skating under the lights on a giant outdoor ice rink.
WEATHER-PERMITTING

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca

Sponsored by

physiotherapy clinic
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HOLIDAY HEROES CAMPAIGN BRINGS IN OVER $200,000
Students and faculty at St. Andrew’s College brought 

in over $200,000 worth of  donations this year for 225 local 
families in this year’s Holiday Heroes campaign. An annual 
tradition between the school and the Children’s Aid Society, 
this year’s collection will mean 150 people will receive winter 
coats, hats and mitts, a further 115 people with new pairs 
of  winter boots, diapers for 45 people, bedding for 38, and 
over $70,000 in gift cards for food, toiletries, clothing, and 
other household items. “It is truly overwhelming to see the 
generosity and support shown by SAC year after year,” said 
Leslie Humphrey of  the York Region CAS in a statement via 
SAC. For more on the York Region CAS, visit www.yorkcas.
on.ca, or call 905-895-2318.

WARNING ABOUT WARMING
As people turn on their cars in the morning, go about 

their business waiting for them to heat up and then hop in 
for the morning commute, York Regional Police have issued 
a warning about warming. According to the YRP, police have 
responded to several calls recently where vehicles have been 
stolen while unattended and running. Criminals often seize 
the moment. “If  you must warm up your car, don’t leave it 
unattended unless your vehicle is equipped with a keyless 
remote starter or proximity key,” said Constable Andy 
Pattenden. “Don’t leave vehicles running and unattended at 
gas stations, convenience stores, bank machines, or other 
premises, even if  it is just for a few minutes. Thieves are 
waiting for you to make that mistake.”

DUCKS POST PERSONAL BESTS
The Aurora Ducks Swimming Team took on the 2013 

Alex Baumann Invitational Swim Meet last month. 81 Ducks 
competed and many posted their personal best times. Overall, 
they collected 13 first place swims, 15 second place spots, and 
26 thirds. Bringing home first place scores were Stephanie 
Boston, Soorna Choheili in three categories, Hunter Edwards, 
Clair Joseph, Abigail Juhola and Thomas Nelander, both in 
three divisions, and Nathan Ye. 

Holiday
Cookies

HURST BAKERY 
15543 Yonge St., Aurora    905-841-0278

Holiday
Cookies

Let us help you
with your 

 Place an order by phone  for 2 1/2 lb. for $8.95. 

Purchase our Gingerbread, Shortbread & Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough and �ll your kitchen with the smell of fresh baked cookies....without the mess. 

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FREE, No obligation program trial o�er.

Aurora’s Haden “overwhelmed”  
at recognition for bravery

By Brock Weir

As he approached 
Rideau Hall on Thursday 
afternoon, a feeling 
both “surreal” and 
“overwhelming” engulfed 
Aurora’s James Haden.

The trip to Ottawa 
was not business, and 
not entirely pleasure, but 
one in which Governor 
General David Johnston 
would bestow upon him 
and three of  his former 
work colleagues, and 
indeed heroes from 
across Canada, the Medal 
of  Bravery.

While he says receiving 
the medal from the 
Queen’s Representative 
was an “amazing 
feeling”, “special” and 
an experience he would 
never forget, at the same 
time, it forced him to 
relive things he says are 
best left forgotten. 

“It was pretty special, 
but at the same time it 
brought back a lot of  not-
so-good memories of  that 
particular night,” he told 
The Auroran just after 
receiving the honour. “I 
haven’t thought about 
it in a little while, so to 
get it was great, it was 
special and amazing, but 
it brought up a lot of  
memories.”

His story starts 

around midnight on one 
winter night, February 
11, 2008. At the time, Mr. 
Haden was working with 
Bulk Plus Logistics, a 
company contracted to 
serve the CN Rail Yards 
in Concord. Also on duty 
that night were fellow 
medal recipients Shawn 
Doyle of  Alliston and 
Gerard (Gerry) Robineau 
of  Bowmanville. It was an 
otherwise unremarkable 
evening of  unloading 
dangerous goods from 
rail cars and onto trailers 
en route to their final 
destination. All of  a 
sudden, his walkie-talkie 
gave the first clue the 
ordinary evening was 
about to turn terribly 
extraordinary.

“I was working away 
as you usually do when I 
got a call on the walkie-
talkie from a different 
rail track,” he says. “I 
was doing a load for a 
fellow employee when 
he asked me to come 
quickly because there 
was a problem. When I 
got there, I saw a rail car 
spewing caustic sodium 
hydroxide everywhere 
and he was covered in the 
stuff. He said he couldn’t 
see. 

“The first thing I had 
to do was get him to the 
emergency shower, but 

we were blocked by the 
pressurized spray of  the 
rail car. I then threw him 
in the pickup truck, got 
him to the emergency 
shower and then called 
for help. That is when 
Gerry and Shawn came 
in and things went from 
there. They took over at 
that point and I had to 
clean myself  up of  the 
caustic spray.

“An ambulance and a 
hazmat team had shown 
up at that point, and they 
got us in the ambulance, 
we went to the hospital 
and were treated for 
second-degree chemical 
burns. What happened 
there after that, I really 
couldn’t say.”

After receiving 
treatment, that incident 
provided to be his last 
night working at the 
Keele and Rutherford 
Road business. 

“I hadn’t known 
afterwards whether I 
was going to get back 
there or not,” he says. 
“I had to take some time 
off  because it was a 
traumatic experience 
and I made the decision 
with my family and 
other loved ones. It was 
probably best that I not 
go back considering the 
dangerous conditions. 
Seeing my fellow co-

workers seriously injured 
was eye-opening and 
made me realise I wanted 
to take my career in a 
different direction.” 

Mr. Haden now works 
at the Aurora-based 
Neotec Water Treatment 
company. He lives in 
Aurora and he and 
his wife, Jennifer, are 
expecting their first child 
in May. 

Jennifer was at his 
side in the Rideau Hall 
Ballroom on Thursday 
as Mr. Haden and his 
three co-workers were 
overcome with memories 
as their citation for 
bravery were read out to 
an esteemed audience of  
hundreds. 

Although he says he 
will prize his medal, he’s 
almost at a loss over what 
all the fuss is about.

“I wasn’t thinking at 
the time of  any kind of  
dangerous situation,” 
he says. “It was totally 
reactionary and I was just 
helping somebody that 
needed help. When I first 
heard about this awards 
ceremony, the first thing I 
thought of  was, ‘Wow! I’m 
not really sure I deserve 
it.’ I was just in a place 
where somebody needed 
that help and I was there, 
able to give that help.

“It could have just as 
easily been me and I could 
have needed someone to 
help me. You just want to 
help your fellow persons.” 

Aurora resident James Haden received his Medal of Bravery from Governor General 
David Johnston on Thursday morning.     Photo by Sgt. Ronald Duchesne, Rideau Hall

Traditional Style, Custom Kitchens and Design

130 Hollidge Blvd., Unit B10
Aurora, ON L4G 8A3

Tel. 905.503.1059
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blackriverkitchens.com



THE AURORAN, Wednesday, December 11, 2013Page  4

It almost seemed like the world 
paused for a second or two as we 
got home from work or school on 
Thursday, flipped on the TV, only to 
find wall-to-wall coverage of  Nelson 
Mandela’s death. 

Sadness is understandable 
following the death of  anyone, 
but despite his being in rapidly 
deteriorating health for the better 
part of  2013, there was something 
shocking and final about the loss of  
a figure so pivotal to the history of  
the 20th century. 

As I am writing this with the 
news little more than an hour old, 
images are being beamed over 
from Johannesburg and Pretoria 
of  South Africans gathering with 
flags, flowers, and candles, and the 
Presidential Seal is being adjusted 
at the White House, waiting for a 
televised statement that will be 
beamed around the world. 

As people remember, I wonder 
how many people in my age bracket 
around here had their minds cast 
back to one very memorable Toronto 
day in the fall of  1998, being among 
the tens of  thousands of  Ontario 
students and teachers filling the 
Skydome, all sharing in a once-in-a-
lifetime feeling of  electricity. 

Early in that school year, 
we students at Newmarket’s 
Stonehaven Elementary School 
received word that there just might 
be a possibility that a few of  us 
would be able to be a part of  the 
Nelson Mandela & The Children 
rally in Toronto. 

We didn’t care much about the 
political purposes of  his trip, but 
the fact this “superstar” was taking 
time out of  his schedule to share 
a morning with students sparked 
more than a little imagination 
among us.  

In all honesty, I can’t fully 
remember the criteria of  our 
students being chosen as one of  
the hundreds represented that 
remarkable day, but we forged 
ahead. We lay the groundwork for 
the Nelson Mandela Children’s 
Fund within our school, adopted 
a laundry list of  charitable 
endeavours that we could do to fulfil 
its mandate, and did our utmost 

to raise awareness within the 
community of  “the cause.”

Even then, however, there was no 
guarantee at the time that our group 
would be able to attend and, if  our 
group was, whether all members 
would be able to make the trip. 
Putting our heads together, however, 
we had something of  an “in.” After 
all, the teacher leading the group 
was a South African émigré named 
Ryan Freidman who, it seemed, 
had pretty good connections in his 
native land through his athletic 
prowess. Or so we surmised. 

With that in mind, looking back 
it is almost laughable the extent to 
which some of  us went to keep in 
Mr. Friedman’s good books in order 
to secure our spots. It might have 
been a bit over the top but, hey, we 
knew this was going to be a once in 
a lifetime opportunity and we were 
damned if  we were going to miss it.

Just days before the event, we 
finally got the thumbs-up. I’m not 
going to speak for my group, but 
I was personally elated that we 
would be in the same room – even 
if  the room in question could fit 
a few thousand regulation-sized 
classrooms – as a person of  such 
greatness. 

And he didn’t disappoint.
We were up on our feet as the 

determined looking woman in the 
red suit drove President Mandela 
and his wife, Graça Machel, onto 
the field in a rather ordinary 
golf  cart through the hordes of  
children to the podium below the 
Jumbotron while cultural displays 
unfolded on the stage. 

Perhaps we might not have been 
the most orderly bunch – a certain 

infamous booing of  Premier 
Mike Harris when he took to the 
dais comes to mind – but when 
President Mandela approached 
the podium to deliver his simple, 
yet powerfully delivered message, 
you could almost hear a pin drop. 
And that was certainly no mean 
feat for a stadium packed with 
approximately 50,000 kids.

There, he formally launched his 
Nelson Mandela Children’s fund 
in Canada and had a reciprocal 
message for the Canadian children 
lending a hand and the children 
benefiting from the fund. 

“It has been said that the 
youth, the children, are the most 
important asset of  our society,” 
said President Mandela. “To find 
that young people are so sensitive 
to come to the help of  their young 
friends in South Africa shows that 
the people of  Canada are on their 
feet to be counted in fighting all 
forms of  injustice.” 

It was a plain, yet stirring 
message, for those of  us who 
were using our feet just a few 
moments previously to deliver a 
message about the Common Sense 
revolution which, over 15 years on, 
was mortifyingly inappropriate 
for the occasion. His words got 
right to the point and had a lasting 
impact. 

“When I go back to my country, 
I will be able to tell the children of  
South Africa that in Canada they 
have friends indeed who are ready 
to work with us for a better life for 
all children – and I would like to 
tell the Canadian children who are 
not with us that we love each and 
every one of  them,” he concluded. 

That love was certainly returned 
from all quarters that memorable 
morning and as the world mourns, 
I keep reliving that certain unique 
feeling many of  us had the great 
fortune of  experiencing, have 
longed to re-experience it, and 
now, sadly, know all too well we 
will never feel it again. 

It was a fleeting moment, a 
moment which, from the 500 level 
of  the SkyDome, could really only 
be taken in with binoculars, but a 
towering moment nonetheless.

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Mandela & the Children 
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Abuse of handicapped  
parking spaces is “rampant”

I am writing today to discuss an important topic 
regarding handicapped parking at the Aurora GO station. 
We are all in a rush to get home everyday and, as such, 
people waiting to pick someone up will park in the most 
convenient area to get out faster. 

The other day, my parents came to pick me up early 
and, much to their surprise, all of  the handicapped 
parking spaces were taken by people waiting to pick 
other riders up. 

The kicker is that none of  them had handicapped 
placards and my mother does, having had a rare lung 
disease. 

As such, my parents were forced to park sideways, 
blocking in the illegally parked vehicles. Obviously this 
made some people angry and they started to honk. This 
is where my father got up and out of  our car with the 
handicapped placard pointing out to the illegally parked 
motorists where they were parked and why my mother 
had the right to park there, but could not, due to them.

Handicapped parking abuse is rampant. Studies show 
that more than 1-in-4 vehicles parked in handicapped 
parking spots do so illegally. No matter what priority 
cities give handicapped parking enforcement, parking 
enforcement agents cannot be everywhere at all times.

Handicapped parking was designed for people who 
have trouble moving around. Some are in wheelchairs; 
some use canes; some just have trouble walking great 
distances. Some have incurable diseases; some have 
heart or lung issues.

Handicapped parking is a basic common sense thing. 
It is yes or no; black or white. Either you need the space 
or you do not. Either you have a handicapped placard or 
you do not.

If  you are not supposed to park in a handicapped 
space and do so, you can get ticketed and maybe even 
have your car towed. There are people who have the need 
for those spaces.

As much as we loathe able-bodied motorists 
who park in handicapped spots, Parking Mobility 
is only one step above “snitching”. The “If  you see 
something, say something” playground code of  
ethics has been firmly embedded in our brains. Sorry. 
It is a right or wrong proposition. We all should know 
the difference. No excuses.

Lauren T.
Aurora

Continued on page 23

Government has “turned  
its back” on veterans

Another veteran from the Afghanistan war has committed 
suicide. 

That brings the total in the last month to four, plus many 
others who have been so negatively affected by this war that 
Canada has participated in. 

These innocent men (soldiers) risked their lives, and many 
did die in the war, to help another country. They knew that 
this was their duty but they also thought, mistakenly, that the 
Harper government would help them when they returned to 
Canada. 

Instead, the Harper government has turned its back on 
these so important veterans. They have closed certain Veterans 
Affairs offices, they have taken back certain privileges that 
these veterans required and cut certain programs that would 
have helped these veterans fit back into regular life in Canada. 
Instead, Harper continues to hide the truth about the Senate 
scandal and he continues to protect these overpaid government 
appointments. 

Millions and millions of  dollars wasted on this useless 
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‘Twas two weeks till Christmas and 
each day without fail

All the North Pole’s residents went 
through that day’s mail 

Bags of  letters were lugged, in piles 
they were dropped

It was their busiest time, the ‘asks’ 
never stopped.

“We’ve a bunch from Aurora”, said 
elves in the crowd

“Let’s hear them,” Santa nodded, 
“just read them aloud.

So an elf  grabbed one off  the top of  
the pile

Cleared his throat lightly and 
began with a smile.

“The Leisure Complex users feel 
they are pressed

They’ve combined all their wishes 
in one group request.

The time for needed repairs has 
brought them some doubt 

All they want, Santa, this year’s a 
place to work out.”

The next one he read clearly stood 
out from the rest

“Please rid me of  ash borers, 
they’re really a pest.”

Santa felt for this writer, but what 
could he say

Although treeless up north they 
were eating his sleigh.

“Here’s a related 
plea from, the south 
end of  town

To replace out on 
Longthorpe, three 
trees just cut down.”

Where, with no 
forests up north, 
could Santa get 
trees?

Perhaps the 
Streetfest seedlings 
he got from Frank 
Klees.

For the next Petch 
House request St. 
Nick had some fears

“Hasn’t it been re-built yet?  It 
seems it’s been years.”

“Yes, it has been saved from those 
who abused it

But now it’s done the Town needs 
someone to use it.”

“For Jubilee Park they ask, will it 
have slides

Swings, soccer or gardens?  They 
want you to decide.

Here’s one for the Youth Centre, it 
sounds much the same

They can’t agree on a budget, or 
even the name.”

“There’s a group out near 

Bathurst,” the next elf  
stated 

“With a special 
request that’s cell 
tower-related,”

With surprise Santa 
heard what the folks 
had to say

“Most people ask I 
bring things, not take 
them away!”

Said an elf, “This 
next letter’s a little bit 
odd

This one wants the 
Liberal candidacy 
nod.”

“That’s a request,” Santa said, 
“that must be denied.

For democracy we’ll let the Party 
decide.”

“Here’re similar letters, a great big 
selection

Pleading success in next year’s 
Fall-time election.

And an odd local request, ‘Santa, if  
you see fit

Re-merge our Fed’ral riding that 
has been split’.”

“This penultimate letter for Santa 
this year

Has a message Aurorans want 

Council to hear;
‘Please cooperate, budget, and plan 

at your best
And try suing each other, a little bit 

less’.”
When the Aurora letters but one 

had been read
Santa sat back and sighed, and held 

his forehead 
“I remember Aurorans would give 

me a lift
When they used to ask for more 

sensible gifts.”
“Now the wish lists from this town 

each year I am sent
Seem to always contain a political 

bent.”
The elf  said, “perhaps, there’s no 

need to get stressed
If  this last note from Town Hall’s a 

better request.”
Santa wanted this appeal, the elf  

would read out
To be more reasonable, but 

harboured some doubt
When he heard their request he was 

let down anew
“We need more in Reserve Funds - 

ten million should do.”

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

The Christmas Mailbag

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Merry Christmas

FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

MPP Newmarket-Aurora
Frank Klees

“Many constituents are not 
Christian. I would think you would 
acknowledge multiculturalism and 
not only those who share your own 
personal religious views.” 

This email was sent to me shortly 
after I published my Christmas 
greetings in both of  our local 
newspapers. The same greeting and 
invitation to join me and our federal 
MP Lois Brown at our “Christmas 
Yuletide Gathering” was also sent to 
the more than 4,000 families on our 
constituency distribution list.

Those words had a profound 
impact on me. Was I really being that 
insensitive? 

I had made a concerted effort 
over the years to reach out to, and 
embrace, the diverse religious and 
cultural groups in our communities. 
My schedule was always filled with 
events where I was honoured to join in 
special religious observances and to 
celebrate cultural festivals.

At many of  those events, I would 
be asked to bring greetings on behalf  
of  the legislature and the community, 
and would always attempt to honour 
those gathered with the appropriate 
greeting for the occasion. 

Whether they were the traditional 
Muslim greetings of  “As-salam a 
lekum” and “Eid Mubarak”, or the 
Sikh greeting of   “sat sri akal” or 
extending Happy Hanukkah greetings 
to my Jewish friends, these were, 

and continue to be, 
expressions of  respect 
for our diversity that 
I was honoured to 
extend.

“I would think that you 
would acknowledge 

multiculturalism”
I read that email one 

more time. Yes, many 
constituents are not 
Christian, but those 
who are, deserve no 
less recognition from 
me as their MPP than I 
have been extending to those who hold 
different religious beliefs, or none at 
all. I responded with the following 
email:

“....I am responding to your email 
in which you point out that many of  
my constituents are not Christian.

After serving as an MPP for 18 
years, I am well aware of  our diversity 
and have had the privilege of  serving 
in three distinct electoral districts in 
York Region over that time. One of  
those included the Town of  Richmond 
Hill and the Town of  Markham, 
which are among the most diverse 
communities in the province.

“I have attended many religious 
and cultural events in Hindu Temples, 
Sikh Gurdwaras, Muslim Mosques and 
Jewish Synagogues and have always 
enjoyed engaging in the celebrations 
of  the respective communities.

“In turn, over 
those 18 years, I 
have always hosted a 
Christmas reception 
for my constituents 
because that 
happens to be my 
faith and culture 
(as it is for many of  
my constituents). It 
gives me joy to invite 
people of  other 
faiths to join with 
me and my family in 
that celebration and 

I have always felt honoured to have my 
constituents of  all faiths and cultures 
join with me on those occasions.

“This is the first time in 18 years 
that I have experienced a rebuke for 
extending an invitation to join in 
what has been an annual Christmas 
celebration. Should you choose to 
attend, you will be joining with many 
people of  diverse faith to celebrate 
what are common values of  all faiths - 
peace, friendship, family and goodwill.

“I extend that invitation to you 
and take this opportunity to wish you 
and your family the very best for the 
holiday season.”

Christmas Yuletide Gathering  
was a huge success

That Christmas celebration 
was attended by a few hundred of  

my constituents this past Sunday 
afternoon. As is always the case, 
many were not Christian. What 
was evident, however, was that the 
spirit of  friendship and goodwill 
was very much present in the room. 
And it was refreshing to engage in 
conversations that were uplifting and 
that transcended the often divisive 
topic of  politics.

The generous donations of  food 
items will be delivered to our local 
food banks and on behalf  of  those 
who will benefit, I thank those who 
contributed.

A special message  
to our First Responders 

I also want to extend a special 
message to the men and women who 
are serving our communities and our 
country as First Responders.  To those 
serving in our military, police officers, 
fire fighters, paramedics, medical 
evacuation pilots, dispatchers, 
nurses, doctors, emergency medical 
technicians and emergency 
managers…

A sincere thank you to you and your 
families for what you do to ensure our 
safety and security.

As the Member of  Provincial 
Parliament for Newmarket-Aurora, I 
want to extend best wishes for a Merry 
Christmas, and the very best for the 
coming year to all.

AURORAN 
POLL

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Should Aurora adopt a ward
system for Council in time  

for the 2018 term?

  (A)   Yes

  (B)   No

  (C)   Unsure

It might be hard to 
tell on first sight, but 
this image of Yonge 
Street looking north 
towards Wellington in 
the last quarter of the 
19th century, shows 
several buildings 
pre-dating Aurora’s 
founding in 1863 that 
still exist today. Keep 
your eyes peeled. In 
next week’s install-
ment of Dr. John 
McIntyre’s series, we’ll 
point out the current 
incarnations of some 
of these then bustling 
shops and homes.  

Image courtesy  
of the Aurora  

Historical Society
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

SENIOR
SCAPE

Jim L. Abram

The Letter 
“C” is for 
“C”eniors

20" Fresh-Cut  
Wreath • Decorated  with 

red bow (1000710920)  

While quantities last.

$9 98

Christmas 
Orchid 
• 5" ceramic  pot 
(1000755735)  May not  
be exactly as shown.

$16 98

Poinsettia • 13" pot • Variety of 
colours from traditional reds to 

white,  pink,  burgundy and marble  

(1000665825)

$1999

ON ANY SINGLE OR COMBINED 
PURCHASE OF SELECT POWER TOOLS

INSTANT  
SAVINGS‡

$300
UP TO

Offer valid on In-Stock products only
‡Off our regular and new lower prices. Instantly with in-store coupon. 

Minimum purchase of $149 required. See pages 2 and 3 for more selection and details.

 Valid Thursday, December 5 to 
Wednesday, December 11, 2013,  
unless otherwise noted.

ULTIMATE 
TOOL  EVENT

2 WEEKS  
ONLY

Thursday, December 5 to 

Wednesday, December 18, 2013

15360 Bayview Avenue, Ontario 905 726-4500

$
2 can dine
for  18.95$
2 can dine
for  18.95

Expires: January 31, 2014

®

 

2 can dine 
for $18.95

Your choice of two original 
meals (chicken, pork or gyro). 
Includes Greek salad, one meal 
side, tzatziki and pita bread.
*Valid at 83 First Commerce Dr., Aurora. 
Must present coupon. Taxes not included. 
Not valid in combination with any other 

classic chicken souvlaki

83 First Commerce Dr. 
Aurora | 905-727-8848

 
for 18.95

Your choice of two original  
meals (chicken, pork or gyro).
Includes Greek salad, one meal 
side, tzatziki and pita bread.
*Valid at 83 First Commerce Dr., Aurora. 
Must present coupon. Taxes not included. 
Not valid in combination with any other 
offers or specials. Dine-in & Take-out only.

grilled salmon salad

Dine-In • Take-Out • Delivery • Catering

 

       mrgreek.com original pork souvlaki

83 First Commerce Dr. 
Aurora | 905-727-8848

Dine-In • Take-Out • Delivery • Catering        mrgreek.com

plus taxes per person

WE CATER
starting from only 

This week’s 
S e n i o r S c a p e 
article is brought 
to you by the letter 
“C”.

As Canadians 
we contribute 
t h r o u g h 
c o m m u n i t y 
spirit, care giving, 
compassion and 
caring for our 
fellow citizens. As 
senior citizens, 
we contribute 
through an added 
caring spirit for 
those of  us who we love whom 
are battling cancer, those of  us 
whom are cancer survivors 
and those of  us who contribute 
financially, technically, 
medically and emotionally to 
finding a cure for all forms of  
cancer. 

“We shall draw from the 
heart of  suffering itself  the 
means of  inspiration and 
survival.”  ~Winston Churchill.

The Letter “C” leads the way 
in many positive experiences 
in our life, particularly as seen 
and experienced at the Aurora 
Seniors Centre:

Competition
Aurora seniors compete in 

good spirit in many activities 
such as carpet bowling, bocce, 
table tennis and pickle ball, just 
to name a few. These various 
fun and competitive activities 
are a lead indicator that health 
of  mind and spirit are an 
integral part of  seniors’ active 
life in Aurora. 

Competition for our 
community’s seniors of  all 
levels of  skill and experience 
is also widely participated in 
by all the various organized 
card playing groups actively 
involved at the Centre. From 
Bridge to Bid Euchre to Poker 
to Canasta, there is a game for 
everyone throughout the week, 
throughout the year.

Then the letter “C” 
starts the description of  the 
Chess Club, the Carvers, the 
Computer Club and the Choir, 
to name a few other groups that 
fit the theme of  this column. 

2013 Evergreen  
Christmas Choir

The Choir will be 
performing the 2013 Evergreen 
Christmas Choir event on 
Saturday, December 14 at 2.30 
p.m. This event is not to be 
missed. There will be a guest 
appearance by The Strong Five 
Winds. The cost is only $5 with 
children 14 years of  age and 
under admitted free of  charge 
with a ticket. 

“C” is for Coffee, at an 
affordable cost at the Aurora 
Seniors Centre! “C” is for 
Charles and the rest of  the 
ASA Committee members 
for all they do on a volunteer 
basis on our behalf. “C” is for 
Carie (really spelt Karie but 
that spelling doesn’t fit in with 
the theme!), for all she, Andrew, 
Bill, John and Greg do for us 
throughout the year.

Computer Club
The holiday season is here 

and the computer 
club will take 
some additional 
time to enjoy it as 
I’m sure all ASA 
members will as 
well. We will have 
three Tuesday 
morning sessions 
in December. 
We assume that 
many of  our 
members will 
have new “toys” 
after the holidays 
so in order to 

assist you in getting 
started with your new devices 
we are going to run an extended 
drop-in on Thursday, January 
2. We will be in the computer 
room to help you with whatever 
device you have during this 
session in the morning from 
9.30 to 11.30 a.m. and again in 
the afternoon from 1.30 to 3.30 
p.m. Come by and show us 
your new toy or let us help you 
get started with it. Computer 
Club meetings are regularly 
scheduled on Tuesdays 10 to 11.

“C” is for Craftworks at the 
Barn & Kawartha Downs
Enjoy some shopping 

at this furniture and home 
decor must-stop destination! 
Craftworks specialize in 
Mennonite furniture, antiques, 
and arts and crafts. They 
carry a large selection of  
quality handcrafted solid 
wood furniture handcrafted 
by Ontario Mennonites. 
I guarantee you will be 
impressed by the quality 
and selection! Then enjoy a 
delightful and relaxing home-
style buffet luncheon at the 
Carousel Restaurant, a quality, 
family-owned and operated 
restaurant for over 40 years. 

Your day will be capped off  
with some exciting gaming 
excitement at Kawartha 
Downs which includes a $10 
slot play voucher for use in 
the over 450 slot machines. 
Spin the wheel and win! The 
bus departs at 8 a.m. from the 
Aurora Community Centre 
and returns at about 6.30 p.m. 
The cost is only $43 for ASA 
members and $48 for non-
members. 

Contact Andrew Bailey 
at the Centre at 905-727-3123 x 
3611 for more information or to 
book your day! 

Jimmy’s last word: I never 
really have a last word, as 
there is always something else 
to say! As you have probably 
guessed, this column’s theme 
is really about the “C”-word of  
the “C’eason – CHRISTMAS. 
Have a safe and happy holiday. 
Cheer, celebrate and continue 
to support your Aurora 
Seniors Centre through your 
volunteerism and active 
participation!

For more information on 
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre and 
all it has to offer, drop by 90 John 
West Way, visit the web site 
www.auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com or 
call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday.

Town set to move forward with public LED lights
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s new LED 
lights for streets and public 
parking lots haven’t even 
been given the official green 
light yet, but some already 
want to see a return on their 
potential investment. 

Councillors are set to 
sign off  on a plan this week 
to install LED lighting into 
parking lots at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex 
(AFLC) and the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex 
(SARC) in 2014. Councillors 
considered a tender for the 
double-barrelled project last 
week, which would clock in 
at just under $100,200. 

Over at the AFLC on 
Industrial Parkway North, 
the plan includes replacing 
10 wall mounted lights – 
currently high pressure 
sodium lights – and 10 pole 
mounted mercury vapour 
(and five additional pole) 
lights with LED units. 
According to a report 
before Council from Ilmar 
Simanovskis, Aurora’s 
Director of  Infrastructure, 
the new installations at the 
AFLC will save between 55 
and 60 per cent of  current 
energy consumption. 

At the SARC, Mr. 
Simanovskis proposes 
replacing 24 pole mounted 
mercury lights with 
LED counterparts, for an 
estimated energy savings of  
68 per cent. 

Town-wide, however, 
a complete overhaul of  
all street lights in Aurora 
to LED could be in the 
offing, pending approval 
of  the 2014 budget. At last 
week’s Council meeting, 
Councillors were generally 
in favour of  moving over 
to a more energy effective 
lighting alternative, but 
questioned the cost of  the 
lights themselves. 

“I can see statistics on 
reduced energy usage and 
they are quite impressive,” 
said Councillor Chris 
Ballard on the LEDs, but he 
questioned the payback to 
the town in dollars in terms 
of  the energy costs which 
will be avoided. 

Many of  his own lights, 
he added, were LED but 
what was once a high priced 
bulb a handful of  years ago 
has markedly come down in 
price since then. 

“From an environmental 
perspective, we should be 
replacing everything with 
LED and we should be doing 
it tomorrow,” he added. 
“From a financial prudence 
perspective, I just want a 
little more evidence. It’s 
hard to judge with electrical 
rates going up, but maybe 
if  we put this off  for two 
years, it might be an $85,000 
project.”

Mr. Simanovskis said 

that when it comes to the 
streetlight replacement, the 
payback is expected to be 10 
years, but the lights for the 
two rec centres could be in 
the range of  12 – 15 years 
because it includes the costs 
of  adding poles. If  installing 
new polls were not in the 
equation, this payback time 
could be halved to between 
five and seven years. 

Nevertheless, Councillor 
Ballard said he still had 
concerns. A major project 
of  replacing Aurora’s 
streetlights is one thing, but 
smaller projects are another 
matter. He also questioned 
how long the products 
lasted and whether Aurora 
would be considering 
replacements again in 12 
years’ time. 

“It might be the right 
thing to do in terms of  
energy conservation, 
but from a financial 
conservation perspective, 
I am not 100 per cent 
convinced on a small project 
like this,” he said. “If  these 
systems are going to last 
for 20 years and payback is 
in 12, that would make me 
happier, but $100,000 buys 
an awful lot of  electricity.”

Speaking in favour of  
the plan, Councillor John 
Abel said with a significant 
forecasted increase in 

Ontario energy bills over 
the next five years, such 
payback might be coming 
back to Aurora in spades. He 
said other municipalities do 
not need “proof  positive” 
before making a decision. 

“It would seem payback 
is going to be accelerated 
in quick fashion,” he said. 
“We have to recognize that 
under our current hydro 
in our province, we’re not 
going anywhere but up. It is 
prudent for a municipality 
to not only think of  
green, but survival and 
sustainability.”

Added Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe: “I think it is fiscally 

prudent that we look at 
doing this to mitigate our 
future electricity costs. We 
have to be looking now into 
the future.”

When questioned by 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
into the success of  a pilot 
project done last year 
replacing select light poles 
along Murray Drive to LED 
to assess the quality of  the 
lighting, and if  any cost 
savings were estimated out 
of  that, Mr. Simanovskis 
said the one-year study was 
too small for exact numbers, 
but there was indeed an 
energy savings from Power 
Stream. 
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The world lost one of  
its most ardent defenders 
of  democracy this week, 
former South African 
President and Nobel 
Laureate Nelson Mandela.  

He was many things, but 
at his core, he was a man 
of  integrity, who fought 
the fight with dignity and 
without bitterness.  There 
is nothing I can add to 
the discourse about this 
remarkable man that has 
not already been said.  

Thus, I will honour him 
by dedicating his favourite 
– and presciently apropos 
– work of  poetry, to his 
memory

Invictus
Out of  the night that 

covers me, 
Black as the Pit from pole 
to pole, 

I thank whatever gods 
may be 
For my unconquerable 
soul. 
 
In the fell clutch of  
circumstance 
I have not winced nor cried 
aloud. 
Under the bludgeonings of  
chance 

My head is bloody, but 
unbowed. 
 
Beyond this place of  wrath 
and tears 
Looms but the Horror of  
the shade, 
And yet the menace of  the 
years 
Finds, and shall find, me 
unafraid. 
 
It matters not how strait 
the gate, 
How charged with 
punishments the scroll. 
I am the master of  my fate: 
I am the captain of  my 
soul.

William Ernest Henley

Until next week, stay 
involved, stay informed, 
because this is, after all, 
Our Town.

From page 1

Canada’s Largest Choose & Cut Farm
Choose & cut trees, wreaths, garland & greenery. 
Santa Claus welcoming visitors in his home, 
magician, face painters, horse drawn wagon 
rides, bon fire and delicious country fare on 
weekends. Open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, weekend 
activities 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Weekend festivities 
begin Nov. 17th.

The Evergreen Store
Complete source for Home Décor, seasonal 
decorating and gifts. Open now 7 days a week!

705-424-9719 | 6635 Simcoe Road 56
RR#1 Egbert, ON L0L 1L0
info@drysdales.ca | www.drysdales.ca

15 minutes
from Barrie!

Weddings, Corporate  
Events & Gift Certificate 

Programs

Nelson Mandela 
1918 - 2013    •   Rest in Peace

Thank you for your sacrifices. 
You were an inspiration 

to all of us.
From your compatriots at 

                    SHOES 
Aurora, Ontario

taboo under the strict eye of  authorities 
and educators, the young Mae soon began 
to hear stories of  a “great man who had 
given up everything.”

“During my teen years, I didn’t know 
exactly what he looked like because the 
government had a ban on any literature 
to do with Nelson Mandela,” she says. 
“Then, in 1979, the ANC (African National 
Congress) youth movement started 
spreading in the schools and word started 
getting around. 

“We were frustrated with the facilities 
we grew up with. Our school was filled 
with asbestos, our textbooks were handed 
down older textbooks from white schools, 
some of  them had missing pages, but 
we had to make do. We 
were tired with the poor 
education. When we 
heard about this great 
leader who gave up 
everything, his family, 
to fight for his fellow 
South Africans, that 
momentum just dove 
into our hearts and we 
wanted better.”

It wasn’t mere 
sentiment. These 
teens struck out to 
do something about 
it. Eventually they 
organized themselves so 
that one day at the stroke 
of  noon, the students 
would simply stand up 
in the middle of  a lesson 
and walk out of  the 
school. This turned into 
a six month boycott of  
the school. 

“We would get locked 
up in school as it wasn’t 
a school where you could just walk in. 
There were fences and barbed wire. When 
you went in in the morning they would 
lock the gates up so students couldn’t 
leave. On several occasions, the police 
would come in with their riot squad 
trucks and we would get a good whacking. 
That happened to me once. Other times 
we had a decent principal who would 
open the gates and we would run away.”

The momentum continued for Mae 
and her family. An elder brother fled to 
Canada in the 1960s to become a physician 
as there was a strict quota on “non-
white” doctors under Apartheid. He was 
joined by the rest of  his family in 1982. In 
Canada, Mae quickly got involved with a 
chapter of  the ANC in Canada, now in the 
full knowledge of  “Madiba” and his goals. 

As a high school student, she would 
head down to The Danforth on the 
weekends to volunteer, send out mailers 
and literature, organizing people who 
had been exiled from the country and 
generally spreading the word. Her efforts 
extended into the group Canadians 
Concerned with Southern Africa who 
marched among the public to make people 

aware of  Apartheid and press Canada 
to stand by boycotts of  South African 
products.

“But there was always this dream of  
this great man someday being released,” 
she says. 

When that day finally came in 1990, 
there was no place Mae and Raz wanted to 
be more than back on The Danforth with 
people who had advocated so hard from so 
far away.

“I can’t even describe the emotion and 
the feeling of  thousands of  people walking 
up and down the street in celebration, the 
tears, the cheers, and the happiness,” she 
recalls. “While being here and helping 
out at the ANC on the Danforth, meeting 
all those people in exile, now they could 

finally go back home, 
some of  them after 40 
years, and they could see 
their parents and their 
families. It was a dream 
come true.”

Guiding this new 
phase for her homeland 
was Mandela himself. 
Hailing him for his 
“humble” nature, but 
also his “strength” 
and ability to apply his 
strength as a statesman, 
she made her first trip 
back to her homeland 
shortly after subsequent 
elections placed him 
as president. She says 
she returned to a very 
different society than 
the one she had fled with 
her family two decades 
before. 

“There was no doubt 
in what he wanted,” she 
says. “His vision was 

having all South African people come 
and stand together, and that is what I 
saw. There was such a difference when I 
went back. I could now go into a public 
washroom in Johannesburg when I 
needed to. I could go to a restaurant and 
sit down and eat if  I needed to. I could go 
and stand in line at a grocery store and 
not worry [about] having to let a person 
of  white colour go ahead of  me. I could 
go on any bus I chose to. I could sit on a 
bench in the park. It was unbelievable.”

On the same trip, revisiting the town of  
her childhood, word spread the president 
was due to make a visit and there was no 
stopping her.

“It was mind blowing,” she said. 
“Every human being should have the 

quality of  humility, the dignity of  love 
that he gave and showed his people, and 
the people around the world,” says Ms. 
Khamissa. 

As The Auroran went to press on 
Tuesday, Ms. Khamissa was due to embark 
on another trip back to South Africa, this 
time to Pretoria to pay her final respects 
directly to the Lion of  Africa himself, 
ahead of  his burial next Sunday. 

Mae Khamissa proudly keeps 
mementos of her days volun-
teering for the African National  
Congress and advocating for  
Nelson Mandela’s release. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Invictus

Walking among thousands after Mandela’s 
release was “indescribable”



THE AURORAN, Wednesday, December 11, 2013Page  8

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
 GET A F R E E 2LB BAG OF OUR NO-MESS

BLEND SEED.
SEE DETAILS BELOW

BRING IN THIS COUPON FOR A F R E E  2LB BAG OF OUR NO-MESS BLEND SEED.
NO FILLER
NO SHELLS
NO MESS!

MUST HAVE COUPON’
ONE BAG PER FAMILY

OFFER EXPIRES
DEC 22 ND 2013

16655 Young St
Just South of Bullock Dr

In Mandarin Plaza
905-868-9696

wildbirds@bellnet.ca

All types of Filters, Humidifiers,
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps 

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

DEC. 20 – 4 DAYS 

DEC 30 – 4 DAYS

Headliner bands, event growth could spark evening charge at 2014 Ribfest
By Brock Weir

Thousands of  people empty their wallets every September 
at Aurora’s Ribfest, but 2014’s party could cost hungry 
revellers just a little bit more to get in. 

Organizers for the annual bash propose a $10 admission 
for Friday and Saturday evening’s entertainment following 
the success of  this year’s party with headliner band 
Honeymoon Suite. According to a report submitted to 
Councillors last week by Shelley Ware, Special Events 
Coordinator for the Town of  Aurora, the bulk of  Ribfest 
would remain free of  charge, but the admission costs for the 
evening entertainment would help in cost-recovery and also 
ensuring a name headliner to build Aurora’s Ribfest into 
something truly spectacular. 

“The Aurora Ribfest has continued to grow successfully, 
year after year, both in community appeal and attendance 
levels,” said Ms. Ware. “This event has evolved into a marquee 
regional event, attracting approximately 20,000 participants 
annually. Many of  these event attendees have travelled to 
Aurora to experience this event and, therefore, have become 
an economic generator for local business.”

Analysis has shown, she said, that Ribfest “contributed 
approximately $3.1 million to the local economy” through 
purchases, hotels, and other spending. 

“A key success factor for the 2013 Aurora Ribfest was 
the introduction of  the headliner Honeymoon Suite,” she 
added. “The attendance draw for this 90 minute performance 
was approximately 5,000 people. The feedback from the 
community was outstanding and many were eager to find 
out who would be playing the 2014 Aurora Ribfest.”

While Councillors were unanimously in agreement on 
last year’s success, they were, however, divided on whether 

an admission charge for the evening hours on Friday and 
Saturday was the right way forward. 

“Ribfest obviously generates a lot of  economic benefit 
for us [and] based on that alone, I just don’t understand why 
we are trying to generate revenue,” said Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes. “I like the idea of  getting a headliner band…and 
[the event] is getting bigger and better all the time because 
of  our live entertainment. Whatever Shelley Ware touches 
turns to gold, but I just think [the cost] is something the 
municipality can absorb.”

Councillor Paul Pirri, however, said he was in favour of  
admissions to ensure the growth of  the event. Doing so, and 
being in a position to attract name headliners, would help 
raise the profile of  the event significantly.

“This would give us the opportunity to go for something 
no one else does,” he said. “I think it is a really amazing niche 
market that could bring in a lot of  revenue to the municipality. 
I am not opposed to asking for $10 for an individual to come 
in and see this.”

This wouldn’t be the first change to the event, he added, 
noting this year’s decision to put an 18-and-up limit on the 
evening performances, ostensibly for crowd control but also 
to control, as Councillors noted last week, curbing some 
underage drinking. 

“We had an incident two years ago with some alcohol-
related problems and some of  the youth which was eliminated 
this year,” said Councillor John Abel. “It was handled very 
well. Some people were very negative about putting ID there, 
but it worked out really well.”

Although he said he had some doubts on the overall 
economic benefit of  the festival in light of  “comments” he 
had received from some local restaurants who have said 
they take a bit of  a hit when Ribfest rolls into Town, he said 

Charities could get involved in helping residents “reuse” rather than toss out
By Brock Weir

Aurora residents could 
soon see new incentives for 
curbing their household 
waste.

Through York Region’s 
new Integrated Waste 
Master Plan, Aurora could 
join its Northern Six 
counterparts in a series of  
programs designed to curb 
and be more conscious of  
their trash and recycling. 
Through the plan, which 
was formally presented 
to the Town last week at 
the committee level after 
thorough review at the 
Region, such programs 
should be campaigns to raise 
awareness of  food waste, 
new waste management 
standards for apartments, 
condos, and other multi-
unit dwellings, “curbside 
swap events” to keep some 
items out of  waste systems, 
textile waste collection in 
apartment buildings, and 
“zero waste” initiatives in 
schools. 

As the details of  
these plans are not quite 
hammered out, costs are 
not available as yet. They 
are, however, part of  an 
overarching vision for York 
Region. 

“This is a real 
opportunity for us to drive 
waste reduction, which 
then extends the life of  
our assets,” said Laura 
McDowell of  the Region of  
York. “Once you do that, then 
you continue investment in 
new capital like our energy 
from waste facility we’re 
currently building with 
Durham Region, as well as 
contemplating a separated 
organics facility in Dufferin 
County.

“Often as municipalities, 
we find we need to do 
everything ourselves and 
this is an opportunity to 
really leverage some of  
the partnerships out there 
and some of  the charity 
organizations that are really 
going to be instrumental in 
us being able to drive some 
of  the really innovative 
reuse initiatives we have 
identified through the 
Master Plan.”

For her Regional 
colleague Dave Gordon, the 
plan will also help reduce 
not only costs in waste 
management throughout 
the Region and the direct 
hit on the taxpayers, but 
also in each household’s 
output by 2031. York Region 
currently averages about 
321 kg of  waste per person 
per year. By 2031, they 
are targeting 317 kg per 
capita. That downturn, he 
said, can be attributed to 
intensification elsewhere 
in the Region through an 
influx of  apartments and 
condos. Multiunit buildings 
typically have lower waste 
outputs, he said. 

“By focusing on waste 
prevention and keeping 
waste out of  the system, it 
really results in less material 
that has to be collected and 
ultimately disposed of,” 
said Mr. Gordon. “In 2013, 
the cost per household is 
about $277. The baseline 
project we have go to $402 
by 2031. However, with the 
implementation of  the plan, 
that results in a cost of  $381 
per household.”

A big part of  achieving 
that, he said was, 
working together as 10 
municipalities and finding 
opportunities to collaborate. 
At last week’s General 
Committee meeting, 
however, Councillor Chris 
Ballard said he was looking 
for one more piece of  the 
Regional waste puzzle – 
reducing packaging from 
the manufacturer level. 

Questioning whether the 
Region had any authority 
to see about reducing 
packaging used by and on 
shelves in York Region, 
Mr. Gordon said there is 
a “large component” for 
advocacy, and one of  the 
top concerns identified 
by Regional residents in 
focus groups, but there is 
pending legislation moving 
through Queen’s Park 
from the Ministry of  the 
Environment to put more of  
an onus on manufacturers 
to reduce their output. 

“It is good to see there is 
a pressure on packaging,” 
said Councillor Ballard. “It 
certainly works in Europe 
where manufacturers are 

a $10 admission fee for cost-recovery would be preferable to 
scuttling the event all together to save a bit of  money.

Also expressing a degree of  support for an admission fee 
was Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, but a $10 fee was too steep for him. 
He suggested looking at halving that.

“If  you look at the proposed 2014 Operating Budget for 
Ribfest, it looks like a profit of  about $33,000 based on a $10 
admission fee,” he said. “If  we reduce that to $5, we’re back 
to it costing the Town some money but we’re easing towards 
that.”

Bolstering Councillor Humfryes’ opposition to an 
admission charge was Councillor Michael Thompson. 
Comparing Aurora’s Ribfest to its Burlington counterpart, 
he said he hoped the local event was “just as successful” but 
that too is a free event. 

“I just don’t know if  I want to charge anyone to attend,” 
he said. “I like the idea it is a free event and I like the idea 
it brings people to Aurora. While local establishments might 
not see people eating there while Ribfest is on, I do know that 
after the band shell shuts down they go out onto Yonge Street 
and take advantage of  some of  our restaurants and local 
establishments. 

“As we grow and it becomes more of  a name event, 
perhaps that deficit gets funded by sponsorship as opposed 
to wristbands.”

the ones who ultimately bear 
the costs. If  there is better 
packaging, consumers 
should be paying less.”
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Call today for a “FREE” Property Evaluation!* 905-841-0000
†based on IMS Stats  Aurora Offices*Some conditions apply.

GET YOURSELF 
INVITED BACK 

NEXT YEAR

L.H. LIND REALTY INC.

15105 Yonge St., Suite 100, Aurora

lenard@lhlindrealty.com
View virtual tour for most listings

@www.lhlindrealty.comFeature Properties
FOLLOW  US  ON  TWITTER: twitter.com/lhlindrealty

OR  bEcOmE  a  FaN ON FacEbOOk:  FacEbOOk.com/lhlindrealty 

auRoRa’s toP salEs PRoduCER 2012†
“Service with Professionalism” 905-841-0000 • 416-410-8223

Ontario’s only...
ISO 9001 : 2008 REgISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Jackie Martin
Salesperson

adaM lind
Salesperson

eva O’Sullivan
Salesperson

lenard lind 
Broker of

record/Owner

Feature Properties

Call today for a “FREE” Property Evaluation!* 905-841-0000
†based on IMS Stats  Aurora Offices*Some conditions apply.

3560 SF STONE & BRICK RENOVATED GEM! FINISHED BASEMENT!

$949,000

Soaring 9ft ceil ings – open concept floor plan!  New gourmet centre island 
kitchen open to spacious family room!  Bathroom access to all bedrooms!  
Knockout f inished lower level with rec room, wet bar, games room, 5th bed-
room, sauna & 3pc bath!  Pool-sized 60 ft. lot!  

Bring your business home! Paved road access!  3 minutes to Highway 27! 2000+ square  foot, 8 year 
old bungalow! Open concept with bright, professionally finished lower level with in-law potential!  
Oversized heated double garage! Separate 3000 SF shop with 3 drive-in bay doors, 18 foot clear 
height and heated workroom! Loads of parking for trailers & trucks!

INNISFIL! 25 ACRES! CUSTOM BUNGALOW AND 3000 SF SHOP!

$1,250,000

Complete renovation!  Great for home business office – light industrial – fitness – research lab  
& more!  Steps to GO train!  Gleaming hrdwd floors!  Fresh modern décor!  Open concept 
floor plan!  New 2-piece washroom & 3 private offices on 2nd floor!  Unspoiled lower level!  
Fully fenced!  Great curb appeal – just move in!

AURORA OFFICE BUILDING WITH 7 PARKING SPOTS! 

$499,900

Sales Office/Model Home on 
Davina Circle, Yonge N. of Bloom-
ington – open at & Sun 1-4pm or 
by appointment.  Masterpiece 
5400SF with elevator + fully fin-
ished ‘lookout’ walk-up lower 
level show home In Bloomington 
Heights, Aurora’s most exclusive 
‘gated’ enclave! Quality construct-
ed by Hillsview Building Corp! 
Stone & brick backing to scenic 
ravine! Soaring 10ft ceilings! 
Open concept floor plan! Can still 
choose your colours & upgrades!

5400 SF NEW HOME IN GATED BLOOMINGTON HEIGHTS!

$2,790,000

Sales Office Model Home on Davina 
Circle, Yonge N. of Bloomington to 
signs – open 1-4pm Sat & Sun or by 
appointment. Quality constructed by 
Sirling Cook Developments!  4900 
SF model home!  6 forested 1/3 acre 
ravine lots available!   3500SF to 
approx.  6000SF!  Bungalows and 
2-storey models available! Soaring 10 
ft ceilings!  Open concept floor plans!  
Gourmet kitchens w/granite cntrs & 
B-I appliances!  Pot lights!  Hardwood 
flrs!  Marble ensuites!  “Look-out” 
bsmts! 

AURORA’S GATED BLOOMINGTON HEIGHTS!  BUNGALOW MODELS AVAILABLE!

FROM $1,890,000

Sales Office/Model Home on 
Davina Circle, Yonge N. of 
Bloomington – open at & Sun 
1-4pm or by appointment.  
3500SF stone & brick bunga-
low(s) & 1 bungaloft on ¼ ac to 
1/3 ac scenic ravine lots!  Gated 
enclave of estate homes quali-
ty constructed by Stirling Cook 
Developments!  10 ft. ceilings – 
gourmet kitchens – choose your 
colours & upgrades!  7 mins. to 
Hwy 404! 

AURORA’S BLOOMINGTON HEIGHTS BUNGALOWS! 3500 SF

FROM $1,900,000  tO $2,100,000

32 acres employment 
lands!  Largest aero-
drome north of Buttonville 
Airport!  Property is 2 
km. long!  Directly across 
from world class water 
reclamation centre!  Ser-
vices, water and sewage 
to be completed by 2016!  
In area of future Bradford 
By-pass connecting Hwy 
404 to Hwy 400!  

93 ACRES! FEDERALLY REGISTERED AERODROME!

$4,900,000

150 ft. x 136 ft. level site!  
All levies paid – ready for 
your building site plan! Uses 
include: bldg supply outlet, 
domestic animal care facility, 
heavy equip sales & service, 
light equip. sales/rental, mfg., 
motor vehicle rental/repair, 
night club, public storage  
facility, service/repair shop, 
sports arena, transportation 
depot, warehouse/wholesale 
operations. 2 mins. to Hwy 
404!  Soil study available!

1.1 ACRE NEWMARKET GENERAL EMPLOYMENT BUILDING LOT!

$629,000

One of a kind 1.45 acre ravine setting!  Overlooking Binder Twine Park – spectacular views!  
125 ft. frontage!  Sprawling open concept immaculately kept ranch bungalow!  Massive LR-
DR combo!  Eat-in centre island kitchen!  Den!  3 season “solarium”!  master w/inviting 5pm 
ensuite & dressing room!  In-law potential!  1 min. to downtown!  $1,695,000

DOWNTOWN KLEINBURG BUNGALOW GEM!
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PlumbingService
EST. 1972

905-727-3210
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

BPS

A & F Hair Elite

In the Aurora Shopping Centre Next to No Frills 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

Merry Christmas from all of us at 
A & F Hair Elite- 

Alfredo, Frank, Domenic, Pasquale, 
Sandy, Mario, Anna, Teresa, 
Louise, Josie and Raffaela.

PIZZA • PASTA • ITALIAN SANDWICHES • BAKED WINGS • SALAD

15480 BAYVIEW AVENUE 
AURORA, ON

19415 YONGE STREET
HOLLAND LANDING, ON

Santafe-pizza.com

Take a break 
from the 
Ordinary

TASTE THE DIFFERENCE 
• All of our unique dough is handmade fresh in store, never frozen 
• Everyday, we freshly grate our special blend of 100% premium 
  quality Mozzarella Cheese in house 
• We have the finest sauce around and our own secret blend of herbs 
  and spices create our delicious one of a kind pizza taste 
 • Our Wings are freshly seasoned and baked in house (not fried, never frozen) 
  for an exceptional taste experience that is distinctly different from the rest.

In an online survey, over 90% of the entrants rated our pizza as 
“Much Better” compared to our competition and over 95% said they would 
recommend Santa Fé to their friends.

WE CATER TO YOUR OFFICE OR PRIVATE PARTY!

Just north of Wellington
in the Sobeys Plaza near

Good Life Fitness

905-503-3300 905-953-1800

QUALITY MAKES

LUNCH SPECIAL
Medium 
Pepperoni 
PIZZA

$5.49

(available 12-2pm
pick-up only)

Clothes don’t make the man, they make him more confident. 

Gift Certificates  • Wardrobe Consultation 

Mike Rathke 
from 

Would like to wish you a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Healthy & Prosperous New Year 

MR
MENSWEAR

15117 Yonge Street 
DOWNTOWN AURORA

905.713.1501 / 905.392.6867

Buck trial resumes Thursday morning after uncertain start to the week
By Brock Weir

A judge is weighing 
his options this week on 
how Councillor Evelyn 
Buck’s lawsuit against 
former mayor Phyllis 
Morris, two sitting 
Councillors, and three 
former members of  
Council will proceed.

As The Auroran went 
to press, Justice Edwards 
adjourned the case until 
Thursday morning after 
hearing arguments on 
why he should strike the 
jury and make a decision 
himself. 

That particular 
motion was made Monday 
by David Boghosian, the 
lawyer for the defence, 
arguing that Kevin 
MacDonald, lawyer for 
Councillor Buck made an 
“improper” submission 
to jurors in the first part 
of  his closing on Friday 
afternoon.

Justice Edwards is 
expected to make his 
decision when the trial 
resumes as scheduled on 
Thursday morning.

 After Mr. MacDonald 
finished his closing 
on Monday morning, 
Justice Edwards 
adjourned for the day 
so Mr. MacDonald could 
prepare his submissions 
on why the trial should 
proceed as scheduled. 
Justice Edwards noted 
options available to him 
would be to strike the 
jury, make a strongly 
worded statement to 
the jury, or declare a 
mistrial.

Heading into this 
week, it was expected the 
trial would be wrapped 
up quickly, with the 
Judge making his final 
statement to jurors on 
Tuesday morning before 
the four men and two 
women began their 
deliberations. Monday’s 
motion put a wrench 
into those plans. 

At issue are several 
posts made by Councillor 
Buck on her blog in 
which the defendants 
argue unduly criticized 
town staff. It was these 
posts, and rectifying 
any issues resulting 
from them, that were 
the centrepiece of  the 
defence’s closing on 
Friday.

In his arguments, 

Mr. Boghosian said his 
clients hired lawyer John 
Mascarin to determine 
whether Councillor 
Buck’s blogs violated 
the Code of  Conduct. 
Affirming they did, a 
letter of  complaint was 
sent to Councillor Buck 
asking her to retract 
and apologise for her 
words. She refused and, 
he argued, “tried to turn 
the tables” by disclosing 
the complaint on her 
blog and in a letter to 
The Auroran. 

That letter 
erroneously said Mr. 
Mascarin’s report made 
no conclusions and 
claimed Ms. Morris 
acted improperly in her 
capacity as mayor in the 
process, he said.

“They were lies 
designed to deflect the 
issue from Council’s 
genuine concerns about 
improper conduct 
towards staff, to make 
it appear Ms. Buck 
was the victim,” said 
Mr. Boghosian. “Now, 
Council was faced not 
only with serious insults 
to staff, but a public 
attack on the integrity 
and actions of  Council.

“My clients are not 
in some sort of  alliance. 
They just happen to be of  
the same view regarding 
Ms. Buck’s statements 
and what should be done 
about it.”

In his closing, Mr. 
Boghosian challenged 
Councillor Buck’s image 
as an “85-year-old great-
grandmother”, an image 
which he claims conjures 
up one of  “sweetness and 
innocence”, but that is 
not the case, he argued.

“The plaintiff  is a 
seasoned politician 
with 30-plus years in 
municipal politics,” he 
said. “She is a survivor. 
She has learned how to 
survive politically and 
that does not always 
mean being nice. We 
know that she can at 
time be, to the point of  
ruthlessness, cutting in 
her criticism of  people, 
including Councillors, 
staff  and members of  
the public.” 

Evidence indicated 
that Councillor Buck is 
often the “lone wolf  in 
looking after her own 
political interests, not 

being a team player, 
and going for her own 
political purposes”, 
consequences be damned 
– not unlike Toronto 
Mayor Rob Ford, he 
alluded.

“She came to the 
courts and asked you to 
punish my clients for 
daring to criticize her in 
that Council statement,” 
he said. “If  someone 
is going to publically 
malign and insult 
people, don’t you think 
they should have a thick 
enough skin to accept 
criticism, especially 
as here when it was 
warranted? The plaintiff  
doesn’t appear to get 
that. Ms. Buck does not 
accept responsibility for 
her actions.

“She has said she and 
nobody else, except for 
the electorate at election 
time, should be the sole 
judge of  her actions. 
Doesn’t that sound 
familiar to someone in 
the media right now who 
feels the same way? That 
is why she felt at liberty 
to take so many unfair 
shorts at staff…because, 
in her own mind, she is a 
law unto herself.”

Jurors, he said, 
need to decide whether 
there was any damage 
to Councillor Buck’s 
reputation, an idea he 
rejected as she went 
up in the polls in the 
election immediately 
following the statement 
in question, as well 
as if  there was any 
malicious intent in his 
client’s actions. The 
latter is not the case as 
their intentions were to 
protect Town staff.

That was an argument 
that didn’t hold water 
with Councillor 
Buck’s lawyer, Kevin 
MacDonald, who painted 
a very different picture 
for the jury of  what 
transpired. 

“If  their concern is 
staff, they used a machine 
gun to kill an ant,” said 
Mr. MacDonald on the 
Council’s decision to 
publish their statement 
in two local newspapers, 
as well as the Town’s 
website. “They so far 
exceeded the occasion 
that you have to question 
the motive of  malice. You 
have to question what 

their larger purpose 
and intent was. It had 
nothing to do with Town 
Staff.”

To that end, he 
questioned just where 
Town Staff  were in 
this trial. Although 
there was testimony 
from former Town 
Solicitor Christopher 
Cooper, the other Town 
Staff  mentioned by 
Councillor Buck in the 
blogs in question were 
conspicuous in their 
absence. 

“One would have 
expected the defendant 
would have called 
various Town employees 
to tell how objectionable 
these blogs were,” he 
said. “It is not about 
what some other person 
thinks, some third party. 
It is about the person 
who is subject of  the 
blogs. Where are these 
employees? There is 
no documentary proof  
[of] any complaint or 
concern. There is no 
evidence before this 
court that anyone 
referred to in blogs, or 
subsequent blogs, not a 
single person has written 
anything to the effect of  
[remove the blogs]. Not a 
word. 

“In a way, it is like 
being in a murder case 
without a body. We were 
prepared to meet head 
on anyone who had an 
objection to much of  
anything, but they are 
not here.”

The test jurors must 
make in their decision, 
he argued, is the actual 
people who might feel 
their reputations are 
at stake with the words 
that are written and not 
what other people such 
as the defendants might 
think, if  this was truly 
about staff. 

“You have to seriously 
question the motive of  
a group of  people when 
they can’t even produce 
anybody to back up their 
concerns, which they 
held,” he said. “It is 
not up to my neighbour 

to decide whether or 
not I am offended by 
something that was said 
or not said. It is up to 
me.”

Continuing with the 
jurors, he invited them 
in their deliberations to 
take a close look at the 
blogs in question and 
how they were written. 
He rejected the idea they 
were unjustly critical 
and either pointed out 
facts or were written in 
such a way to “educate” 
the reader on the inner 
workings of  municipal 
government. 

Highlighting heated 
emails sent by Mr. 
Wilson to Councillor 
Buck, he indicated 
there was an ulterior 
motive to go about 
“attacking” Councillor 
Buck. Looking into the 
published statement, 
comments that “Council 
respects and supports 
its staff  and efforts” to 
make sure residents are 
well served would imply 
Councillor Buck did not. 
Passages that Councillor 
Buck, by refusing to sign 
the Code of  Conduct to 
“adhere to the ethical 
standards expected of  an 
elected representative to 

the public” discounted 
her being bound to a 
very similar Code of  
Ethics she signed in 
her previous term of  
Council, and was not 
accurate in stating she 
refused to apologise 
twice for her words. 

“That is exactly what 
happened here,” said Mr. 
MacDonald on earlier 
words from Mr. Mascarin 
that municipalities 
with Codes of  Conduct 
have to tread carefully 
in case reputations 
are damaged. “I can’t 
imagine a better way 
to ruin a politician’s 
life in the arena of  
politics than going out 
and suggesting they are 
conducting themselves 
in the manner in that 
statement.”

Councillor Buck 
argues the statement 
was an “abuse of  power” 
which damaged her 
reputation and seeks 
$1 million in damage, a 
further $1 million for a 
breach of  her Charter 
freedoms, $1 million in 
punitive damages, and 
$250,000 in aggravated 
damages.

The claims have not 
been proven in court. 
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in the aurora centre!

15480 Bayview ave. #110

905-713-6000

Looking for last minute gifts?

Try taco del mar gift certificates!

December 24 10am - 7pm

december 25 closed

december 26 10am - 9pm

December 31 11am - 9pm

January  1 11am - 10pm

Damir, Tanya, Linda & Cathy
Wish You a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

21WELLINGTON STREET EAST , AURORA , ONTARIO (905) 841-6411

      Damir, Tanya, Anne & Joanne 
Wish you a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

DAMIR VRANCIC LAW OFFICE

Gallo maintains position as final defence witness in Buck trial
By Brock Weir

As the Buck trial enters its fifth week, 
evidence has been collected, lawyers for 
both sides have made their final pitches, 
and, as The Auroran went to press on 
Tuesday, six jurors were receiving their 
final instructions before deliberating their 
verdict. 

The final full week of  the trial featured 
evidence from many of  the defendants in 
the trial, including some final evidence from 
former mayor Phyllis Morris, followed by 
former councillors Stephen Granger and Al 
Wilson, before concluding with incumbent 
Councillor John Gallo. 

Prior to Councillor Gallo taking the 
witness stand on Thursday, the court was 
told Aurora’s former Manager of  Corporate 
Communications, Jason Ballantyne, was 
unable to testify for medical reasons on 
behalf  of  the defence. Once that was done, 
cross-examination of  Ms. Morris continued 
by Kevin MacDonald, lawyer for Councillor 
Buck.

In the cross-examination, Ms. Morris, 
as was the case with former councillor 
Evelina MacEachern and Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner, said she was not prepared 
to apologise for or retract a statement 
published by six members of  the previous 
Council which Councillor Buck alleges 
defamed her. 

It was a chorus continued by Mr. Wilson 
and Mr. Granger, before Councillor Gallo 
followed suit in his testimony. 

In questions led by David Boghosian, 
lawyer for the defence, Councillor Gallo 
characterised his relationship with 
Councillor Buck as “professional and 
amicable”, stressing travelling to municipal 
conferences together and having a few 
laughs around the Council table at their 
own expense and the expense of  others. 

That being said, Councillor Gallo said by 
the late spring of  2009 he had begun to have 
some “serious concerns” Councillor Buck’s 

blog postings were adversely affecting Town 
Staff. 

“They were serious issues and had to be 
addressed in some way,” he said, noting that 
the best course of  action, in his view, was to 
hire an expert to provide an opinion. “I was 
in complete agreement to go out and seek 
advice to be able to confirm to me what I 
believe to be true and the statements made 
were egregious [and] hurtful to staff. We 
agreed to go out and hire what I was told was 
one of  the best municipal lawyers around.”

That lawyer was John Mascarin, a 
lawyer retained by the Town to look into 
Councillor Buck’s blog postings. Councillor 
Gallo testified that Mr. Mascarin’s opinion 
was tendered and they were left with “few 
options” to rectify the situation and the first 
one was an “informal complaint process.”

“I wanted to de-escalate this as quickly 
as I could and asking for an apology and 
asking for a retraction was, in my view, an 
appropriate action.”

During one of  the meetings, as the 
court previously heard, then councillor 
Bob McRoberts, wanted to take a “gentler 
approach to this” to see if  the situation 
could be resolved, something Councillor 
Gallo said he was open to. 

“I learned through this trial that [the 
communication] took place and it appeared 
to me the door had been opened in terms 
of  Ms. Buck potentially taking a look at 
what she said, reflecting on it, and perhaps 
apologising,” said Councillor Gallo. 
“Unfortunately, I was never made aware of  
that. The significance of  that, in retrospect, 
I have no idea. Perhaps if  I had known that, 
perhaps I would have taken different steps.”

Nevertheless, steps continued on to a 
formal complaint process, a letter was sent 
to Councillor Buck, which she eventually 
disclosed on her blog and in a letter to The 
Auroran. This letter, said Councillor Gallo, 
presented a “twisted view” of  the events 
that took place and he felt Council needed 
to “present the public an opposing view” 

FULL HEARTS AT EMPTY BOWLS
Over $16,000 was raised for the York Region Food Network and Welcoming Arms at last week’s Empty Bowls, the annual fundraiser hosted by the Pine Tree Potters Guild. 
Empty Bowls brings together a number of area chefs, showing off their flair for creative soups, in special bowls handmade by the potters themselves. (From Left) Julia Raw-
lins of Bijoy’s served up some creamy soup to Lisa. Jan Freedman of Jan’s Country Pantry helmed her ladle while, Kristin and Ty of King Richard’s English Pub added a splash 
of colour. Following the two sittings, members of the YR Food Network and Welcoming Arms accepted donations from Guild members.        Auroran photos by David Falconer

of  their side of  things. The result was the 
advertisement in question.

“I thought that was a balanced 
approach,” he said. “Ms. Buck had written 
the paper, she put the letter in her blog, and 
I believe the same thing should have been 
done [as well on our website].”

Under cross examination from Mr. 
MacDonald, things started out much the 
same way as they had in previous cross-
examinations related to Councillor Buck’s 
integrity. When asked whether Councillor 
Buck had a good record for public service, 
and whether she had a reputation for 
honesty and integrity, Councillor Gallo said 
he wasn’t sure of  the latter but said she is a 
“very good politician.”

Questioned whether he “must have 
realised” the published statement could 
have harmed Councillor Buck’s reputation, 
he replied that the Councillor only has 

herself  to blame.
“I believe when Ms. Buck put her finger to 

the keyboard and wrote those things about 
those staff, she opened the door to having 
someone, anyone, take her to account,” 
he said. “That wound was opened. It was 
her initial writing that caused the whole 
issue to be opened. Because of  that, it was 
imperative for me to do something about it.

“You have to be responsible for what 
you write. I am. I respect her right to 
free speech and I respect her right to say 
whatever she wants to say. Free speech is 
not endless and she crossed the line. Quite 
frankly, I find it ironic that Ms. Buck feels 
strongly that she can write those things 
about whomever she feels to whomever she 
wants in whatever manner she wants and I 
am not able to protect staff  and write those 
things. Quite frankly, not only is it ironic, it 
is hypocritical.”
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Gordon F. Allan Jason K. Allan

Our Services 
Real Estate  •  Family Law 

Estate Administration, Litigation and Planning 

 

 

Please join us for our 
annual Christmas Calm Service 

 

Tuesday, December 17  7:00 pm 
 
You are not alone. We recognize the loss of a 

loved one hurts more on holidays. Special days 

intensify grief because they focus on feelings of 

loss. The absence of your loved one will alter or 

completely change the traditions you shared, 

which in turn will awaken many memories. Our 

Christmas Calm service offers the opportunity to 

gather quietly with others in a peaceful, non-

denominational candlelit service. 

Please join us to listen to the healing words of 

the Reverend Vicki Cousins and the gentle music 

of Mark Ruhnke. 

Take some time to 
reflect and remember. 

 

RSVP to Thompson Funeral Home 
530 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora ON  

905/727-5421 

 

Kenyan Boys Choir light up local “Me To We” campaign
By Jeff Doner

The Kenyan Boys Choir came to Aurora to put on a 
special show as part of  the “Me to We” Artisan Trunk 
show at the Catholic Education Centre last week.

The choir was founded in 2004 and quickly gained 
international notoriety, especially after receiving an 
invitation to sing at the inauguration of  US President 
Barak Obama.

The Trunk show is part of  the Me to We and Free 
the Children charity campaigns. Free the Children 
recently hired another 200 ‘Mamas’, putting their staff  
up to roughly 800.

The Mamas make jewelry and other handcrafted 
items to sell at functions and events.

Jessica Brumsit, associate director of  corporate 
and family operations for Me to We, said money raised 
goes towards supporting the women and to help bring 
income to their families.

Of  all sales, 50 per cent goes to the women and 50 per 
cent goes to Free the Children.

“There are 800 ‘Mamas’ in Kenya that have been 
hired by Free the Children to do this and half  the 
money goes back to the ‘Mamas’ and their work and the 
other half  goes to support Free the Children. You don’t 
get to see this type of  thing often,” said retired York 
Catholic District School Board director of  education 
Sue LaRosa.

Free the Children also has their very popular 
Speakers Bureau and sells volunteer trips for people 
to go overseas to work in various communities – 
something LaRosa took advantage of  last summer.

“I had an opportunity this summer to travel to Kenya 
with Free the Children and I heard the choir,” she said. 
“I was offered the opportunity to bring the choir here, 
so I said, ‘sure!’ and we found a date and brought them.”

LaRosa said students and staff  from YCDSB were 
thrilled to have an event such as this come right to 
them.

“It’s just an opportunity for Free the Children to 
demonstrate and say thanks, because we have a lot 
of  schools that contribute to Free the Children and I 
experienced it first hand to see the work that they do in 

Kenya,” she said.
As for the Kenyan Boys Choir, that was an added 

treat for those who attended the event. The choir is 
currently touring around for three months as part of  
the We Day Tour.

“I think this was a great way to sort of  have them 
come back and understand how their impacts are 
being implemented and also have a little treat with the 
Kenyan Boys Choir,” said Brumsit.

“We Day is really sort of  Free the Children’s 
signature event. It’s an opportunity to bring together 
different speakers or those that are very impacted by 
social change and its purpose is to raise awareness 
among kids that they can become agents of  change 

globally and locally.”
Brumsit also said Free the Children offers volunteer 

trips for those interested.
“It’s a great opportunity for people to travel overseas 

with their families or for youth who want to actually 
volunteer in the communities where Free the Children 
work and then the rest is artisans pieces,” she said.

For more information visit www.metowe.com.

An extra seat for Vaughan would dilute  
Aurora’s voice at Region: Council

By Brock Weir

If  Aurora can’t have a 
second seat on Regional 
Council, than the City 
of  Vaughan shouldn’t 
get an extra voice at the 
table either, according to 
Council. 

Councillors are set 
to approve a motion 
this week voting down a 
bid by Vaughan to have 
an additional seat at 
Regional Council, after 
multiple bids to add a 
Regional Councillor for 
the Town of  Aurora were 
voted down by larger York 
Region municipalities. 

That is the 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
coming to Council 
following last Tuesday’s 
General Committee 
meeting. Going into 
last week’s session, the 
recommendation to 
Council was to provide 
direction on Vaughan’s 
bid. In order for their 
bid to be successful, it 
needs to get a “triple 
majority” in approval at 
the Regional table, the 
approval of  a majority 
of  York Region’s nine 
municipal councils, and 
a majority of  eligible 
voters. Aurora Council 
decided to move an option 
refusing the change. 

“I don’t think it is to 
our advantage, seeing 
as how the Region has 
not cooperated with our 
requests as a whole,” said 
Councillor John Abel. “I 
think it is important that 
this Council makes it 
clear we have a problem 
with their reasoning 
[as] we don’t have the 
population [to warrant 
a second seat] but we do 

play a significant role in 
the Region. 

“If  they aren’t willing 
as a whole to listen, I am 
not willing to entertain 
them as a whole with 
their recommendation of  
adding one to Vaughan 
simply because of  
population. [My decision] 
isn’t based on a practical 
way of  doing it. Mine is 
purely political. They 
refused, so I am refusing. 
That is my option.”

Councillor Paul Pirri 
said his support of  
blocking Vaughan’s bid 
was less to do with how 
Regional Council decided 
the fate of  Aurora’s bid, 
but in diluting Aurora’s 
voice at the Regional 
table. 

“There is a growing 
divide between the 
Northern Six and the 
Southern Three,” said 
Councillor Pirri on the 
nine municipalities. 
“The Southern Three 
keeps getting bigger and 
bigger, and my concern 
in allowing them to get 
bigger and bigger is 
Aurora has less and less 
of  a voice proportionately 
at Regional Council. If  
we want the best deal 
for Aurora, it is to limit 
the size of  the larger 
municipalities and stop 
them from getting bigger 
and bigger. Our voice will 
get squeezed out at some 
point.”

Doubting the option 
to block Vaughan’s bid 
was Councillor Chris 
Ballard. He said it was 
problematic voting ‘no’ 
just because Aurora’s 
bid was scuttled. It won’t 
make Councillors “bigger 
people”, he argued.

“We are all members 
of  York Region and at the 
end of  the day we have 
concerns about the power 
of  the Southern Three 
versus the power of  the 
Northern Six. But I think 
if  we vote for Option 
Two, that reinforces the 
stereotype of  it is us 
versus them. Perhaps it 
is unfortunate, but what 
we really need to be 
talking about are some 
of  the issues Councillor 
Pirri raised about 
representation, not only 
based on population, but 
based on need. Saying no 
just reinforces there is a 
power struggle between 
North and South…and I 
don’t think it does [either 
side] any good.” 

In response, however, 
Councillor Abel said he 
was not trying to create 
“division” or “polarity” 
in the Region, rather 
than having Aurora’s 
voices heard. 

“It is our moment to 
make ourselves heard,” 
he concluded. “I see no 
[other reason presented 
for Vaughan’s extra 
seat] than population. I 
don’t know why it is so 
important that they have 
that extra seat. Georgina 
is getting an extra seat 
based on their population 
and they are not even 
half  of  us. 

“There are certain 
circumstances why you 
would have that extra 
seat and not based solely 
on population. Having 
said that, I am all for 
what Aurora plays in 
the Region and how 
important it is to have a 
strong, unified voice at 
the provincial and other 

levels. I don’t wish to say 
that it is a get even. In 
my mind, it is not. It is 
an opportunity to voice 
our concerns on what is 
going on at the Region 
and this is one way we get 
to voice it.”

The Kenyan Boys Choir, which recently achieved in-
ternational fame performing at the inauguration of 
US President Barack Obama, lent their voices to a “Me 
To We” fundraiser at the Catholic Education Centre in 
Aurora last week. The choir is pictured above with Sue 
LaRosa, retired director of education for the YCDSB. 

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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Want to take a vacation from winter 
without needing a passport?

15055 Yonge St.
Aurora, ON VISIT US ONLINE!

chartwell.com

905-727-2952

May this Holiday season bring you many happy 
memories to cherish through the years.

Chartwell’s Winter Guest Stay 
program is designed to o�er short-term 
accommodation with the level of 
support you need. This includes a 
relaxed environment, nutritious dining, 
and on-site activities and services. 
Come explore peace of mind retirement 
living without a commitment, and leave
the shovelling to someone else 
this winter. 

 

Book your all-inclusive 
vacation stay TODAY

We have a furnished suite 
waiting forf you. 

Try a Winter Guest Stay at your 
Neighbourhood Chartwell Residence 

Park Place

Jake Constantine and Bill Rickard pool their talents, 
knowledge and experience to keep Aurora’s General 
Conveyors ahead of the curve – and what they do there 
just might surprise you.      Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Growing Together: Aurora & General Conveyors 
By Brock Weir

In the latest installment of  The Auroran’s 
Sesquicentennial Series on Aurora’s oldest businesses, we 
take a look at General Conveyors, a company now in its 
seventh decade which found its greatest successes in Aurora 
– and could impact your daily life in ways which might 
surprise you!

Bill Rickard’s life changed forever one fateful day on a 
motorcycle trip in Italy. 

A horrific accident with an oncoming truck almost 
cleanly severed his left arm and his left leg, losing both 
limbs and enough blood to put his survival in doubt. 

As he recovered against all odds, he took the opportunity 
for prioritizing the important things in his life. But, as the 
owner of  General Conveyors, an Aurora business serving 
the GTA – and the world – for over 60 years, he soon saw 
his own value to the company.

“According to all medical records, I should not be 
alive,” says Mr. Rickard. “When I came back to Canada, 
one of  the first things I asked for when they got me out of  
the hospital on a weekend pass was to take me back to my 
business. 

“I rolled in, in my wheelchair, having been out of  it for 
more than a year and it was a bit of  an enlightenment. The 
guys here did a pretty good job, but without leadership I 
noticed it went very quickly. I brought in some management 
people to run the company, some consultants, and that 
was a bit of  a disaster. This is a family business, custom 
oriented, and if  they had the background I had they would 
probably be running their own.”

For the first time in its lengthy history, the company 
started to lose money. They had never had a bad year and 
had always done well in recessions. Something wasn’t 
working and it took him about five years to recover enough 
to get back in to right the ship.

It was a long way from taking on the business over 
40 years ago after the sudden death of  his father-in-law. 
Thrown into the deep end, Rickard and his wife had no 
choice but to get their feet wet very quickly.

While he came out of  the mechanical engineering 
business working on the Scarborough subway extension, 
he didn’t really realise he was a particularly mechanical 
person above an abiding love for fixing motorcycles.

“Our competitors figured the company wasn’t going to 
last, and within two years, we were probably one of  the 
biggest manufacturers in Canada at the time of  tabletop 
conveyor equipment.”

Running with their success, they focused on 

diversification. He says he was probably too “naïve” 
at the time to say that they couldn’t do something and 
they learned as they went. They eventually needed more 
space and moved from Thornhill to Aurora where they 
continue to thrive today. 

“Suddenly we went from a small 5,000 square foot 
premise to 20,000 with a very visible presence,” he says 
of  their then-new digs. “Suddenly, our credibility was 
out there. We got involved in many different things, put 
patents on different equipment, and diversified.”

That is not an understatement. The name “General 
Conveyors” was almost a misnomer from the start, 
with Mr. Rickard’s father-in-law moving away from 
tabletop conveyors to dabbling in the aerosol industry 

and making inroads with products that have become 
household staples. 

General Foods eventually came calling and they 
developed a new machine to ensure vacuum sealed bricks 
of  coffee were up to snuff  and ones falling short were 
taken out of  the system. 

“The technology was brand new and we embraced that 
to come up with a really neat solution for Kraft General 
Foods. That spun off  and we got a ton more work from 
them” 

They continue to design products for companies like 
Kellogg’s and General Mills and it’s pretty likely when 
you pour out your morning cereal or toast an Eggo waffle, 
your balanced breakfast is brought to you, at least in part, 
by something attributed to General Conveyor – including 
a more recent system developed right here in Aurora 
which stacks 400 Eggos a minute, which are then slipped 
into eight-packs of  four waffles a stack. 

After getting the business back on track, Mr. Rickard 
took time after his accident to really sort out his priorities. 
Eventually, he decided to follow his passion for banjos 
and turning a small corner of  the factory into one of  the 
world’s leading manufacturers of  banjo parts, parts which 
are made directly on the equipment at General Conveyor. 
As he follows his passion, many of  the day-to-day activities 
are now handled by Jake Constantine, a man in his 30s 
who started out at General Conveyor fresh out of  college.

Mr. Rickard taught him the business from the ground 
up, from some of  the more menial activities, working 
through mechanical jobs, through management.

“He has all the youth and enthusiasm, and he’s not 
sitting in a wheelchair,” says Mr. Rickard. “[Having 
worked almost every job in the factory] nobody can pull 
the wool over his eyes because he has done it all and has 
practical experience.”

Adds Mr. Constantine of  working his way up: “Bill gave 
me a unique opportunity as I was able to really experience 
all facets of  the company. I understand how things are 
made and where we can save some money. Most of  the 
time we like to think of  ourselves as innovators, and there 
will be an idea or a product we make and we will try and 
make it better and cheaper.”

After 60 years, and far from its early days of  focusing 
simply on conveyors, General Conveyors might soon be 
in need of  a rebrand. “GenCon Industrial Automation” is 
one name that has been thrown around, say Bill and Jake, 
to reflect more of  what they do. 

“People know what we do in the industry, but it is 
possible to change the image,” says Mr. Rickard. “We’re in 
a very different market right now.”
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Comeback win in Kingston bolsters Tigers lead in standings
By Jeff Doner

A thrilling, come-from-
behind 5-4 victory over the 
Kingston Voyageurs was 
a highlight of  the Aurora 
Tigers’ road trip last week.

The victory was one of  
two wins as they completed 
their tour, including 
dominating the Mississauga 
Chargers.

The two wins have helped 
them build their first place 
lead in the north division 
standings.

Aurora Tigers’ assistant 
coach Tom Milne said he 
likes what he has been 
seeing from his team lately.

“No question, they’ve all 
bought in. There has been no 
panic,” he said. “There’s a 
calm confidence among the 
guys right now. It’s paying 
off  by working hard. We’re 
a very skilled team, but a 
hard working team will beat 
a skilled team any day if  that 
skilled team doesn’t work.”

Last week’s victories 
both came on the road as the 
Tigers near the tail end of  
a stretch where they played 
seven of  eight games away 
from the ACC.

After a long bus trip 
to Kingston, the Tigers 
started the game at a snail’s 

pace. By the midway point 
of  the second period, the 
Voyageurs had built up a 4 
– 0 lead over the road weary 
Tigers.

Nevertheless, before 
the second period was out, 
the always reliable Kory 
Kennedy got the Tigers on 
the board with a minute and 
a half  left on the power play.

“JR [Head Coach James 
Richmond] just kept telling 
the guys to believe in 
themselves and just stick to 
the game plan,” Milne said.

That seemed to set things 
up for a good third period; a 
period in which the Tigers 
would mount a relentless 
offensive push against the 
Voyageurs.

Defenseman Eric 
Williams got the Tigers to 
within two with a power 
play goal and then added his 
second of  the game to make 
it 4 – 3 at 18:34 with an extra 
attacker on the ice. 

Then with just 57 seconds 
left, Tigers leading scorer 
Taylor McCloy provided 
some heroics by knotting the 
score at 4 to send the game 
into overtime and eventually 
the shootout, where captain 
Robert Angiolella would 
score the only goal to 
complete the comeback win 

for the Tigers.
Entmaa got the victory in 

net for the Tigers in relief  of  
Munroe, but Milne said the 
team didn’t support their 
goalie enough in the first 
period.

“Entmaa came in and did 
a wonderful job in relief  and 
it wasn’t that Munroe played 
bad, once again it’s our first 
period,” he said. “We got 
behind quickly, so when we 
made the goalie change it 
was more just to say to the 
guys, ‘Hey, you just left this 
guy out to dry a bit, wake 
up.’”

Angiolella said it was 
a big win for the Tigers, 
especially because it came 
on the road.

“Obviously it’s a huge 
character win for us. We 
have a lot of  young guys on 
the team, to have ups and 
downs, but right now we’re 
on a really big high, so we 
want to keep that going.”

Saturday at Mississauga

Saturday night’s game 
against the Mississauga 
Chargers was a whitewash 
for the Tigers, who played 
their way to a 7 – 2 win.

Entmaa was back 
between the pipes and made 

The Aurora Tigers, pictured above taking on the Mississauga Chargers on home ice 
earlier in the season, return to the Aurora Community Centre this week, taking on 
Burlington on Friday and Trenton on Saturday. During Saturday’s game, the Tigers 
will host their annual “Turkey Toss.” $1 ballots will be sold and three adults and three 
kids will be chosen to toss turkeys into the goalie net during the second intermis-
sion. Proceeds will benefit the Aurora Food Pantry.      
     Auroran photo by Jeff Doner 

Local musicians vie for Canada’s next hockey anthem
By Brock Weir

Most Canadians have 
at least one great hockey 
story in them – but what 
about a hockey song?

The Rinky Dinks, a 
group of  local musicians, 
have pooled their talents 
and produced “Let’s 
Scream and Shout”, a 
song they believe has 
what it takes to be named 
the CBC and Hockey 
Night in Canada’s “next 
great hockey song.”

The Rinky Dinks were 
formed by Tom Donohue 
and Gail Bevilacqua, 
who brought together 
York Region musicians 
Larry and Maura 
Goguen, Steve Wilcox, 
Brendan Jones and 
Richard Baker to try 
and nip at the heels of  
Stompin’ Tom’s classic. 

“Being Canadian 

and a big supporter 
of  hockey in any kind 
of  format, be it minor 
hockey or pro-hockey, 
we’re excited about this 
contest,” says Mr. Jones, 
a resident of  Aurora, 
who provides keyboard 
and vocals on the track. 
“As our song is called 
‘Scream and Shout’, it 
conjures up images of  
boisterous support for 
our home team, and the 
good feelings before 
going out to games to 
support the team.”

Collaborating on a 
song is nothing new 
for Mr. Jones, who is 
an alumnus of  the St. 
Michael’s School choir 
in Toronto, and has a 
background as a church 
organist in a variety 
of  venues, including 
a stint at Our Lady of  
Grace Catholic Church. 

This outing nevertheless 
presented a different 
kind of  challenge.

“It was new for me to 
record in this manner, 
not live with everyone 
else, but just laying 
down a piano track to a 
piece of  music that had 
already been recorded,” 
he says. “That was a 
brand new experience 
for me, it took a while, 
but we all seemed to get 
what we wanted.”

To listen and vote for 
your favourite among 
the song submissions 
received from across 
the country, visit music.
c b c . c a / # / H o c k e y -
Night-in-Canada-Song-
Quest. Voting closes at 
11.59 p.m. on December 
11. Results will be 
announced during 
Saturday’s Hockey Night 
in Canada broadcast. 

Jenny Lam, new owner of the recently renovated Royal Day Spa at 155 Welling-
ton East in Aurora, cut the ribbon with Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and Royal Day Spa  
designer Nicolas Truong at their Grand Opening this past Sunday, December 8. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

30 saves.
Dylan Sikura and Tyler 

Boston each scored first 
period goals and then Adam 
DiBrina and Calvin Higley 
added their own in the 
second to build a 4 – 0 lead.

The Tigers outshot the 
Chargers 21 – 13 in the third 
and that eventually came 
through on the score sheet 
as well.

Already up 4 – 1, McCloy, 
Angiolella and Liam 
Neuman scored to make it 
7 – 2. It was Neuman’s first 
goal of  the season, and first 
in the OJHL.

The Tigers are now 
looking forward to getting 
back on home ice for their 
next two games against 
Burlington on Friday 
night and then Trenton on 
Saturday night.

“It’ll be good to get back 
home in front of  our own 
fans and it’s just good to get 
back home and get some 
support from the fans,” 
Angiolella said.
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AMHA RESULTS 

AMHA League
Results
Nov. 24 - 

Dec. 1st 2013
House League

108 Timbits - LA Purple:   1 
Rylie Kiratzis 1G, Ryan Goodenough
1A,   
107 Timbits - Minnesota Dark
Green:   10 
Liam MacMillan 2G 1A, Tristan
Skupien 1A,  Tyler Brown 5A,  Sam
Whittle 1G 1A, Matyas Djordjevic 1A,
Grayson Butler 3A,  Eric Mueller 4G
1A, Tyler Vasilevski 1G 2A, Riley
MacMillan 1A,  Jacob Kirchmair 1G
2A, Michael Chudakov 1G, Amanda
Brown 1A,  Michael Romeo 1A,   

104 Timbits - Edmonton Blue:   8 
Mateo Graham 1G 2A, Angelo
Ventrella 2G, Andrew Vaughan 2G 1A,
Ethan Fryer  1G, Nolan Whittaker 1G
2A, Massimo Pecci 1G, Charlie
Ritchie 2A,  Isaac Pearl 1A,
Alessandro Rabito 2A,  Anthony
DiGirolamo 2A,  Ben Butler 3A,  Paolo
Fusco 1A,   
102 Timbits - Nashville Yellow:   6 
Noah Savage 4G 1A, Daniel
Leyderman 3A,  Graydon Houle 1A,
Chris Trifon 1A,  Ryan Ko 1G 2A,
Anthony Pugliese 1G 3A, Will
McCorquodale 1A,   

106 Timbits - San Jose Teal:   4 
Andrew Mariani 1G 1A, Hayden
Thorne 1A,  Easton Bailey 1G, Leo
Lagasse 1A,  Christian Aitas 1G,
Owen Cauley 1A,  Thomas Koteff 1A,
Benjamin Licata 1G, Eric McWhinnie
1A,   
105 Timbits - Chicago Black:   2 
Shawn Rame 1G, Aidan Archibald 1G,
Kevin Peck 2A,  Charlie Jurchuk 1A,
Nicholas McDonald 1A,   

110 Timbits - Philly Orange:   3 
Lukas Skanga 1G, Elijah Forde 1G
1A, Jack Reeves 1A,  Justin Gao 1G,  
101 Timbits - Montreal Red:   3 
Connor Mifsud 1G, Daniel Kostoff 1G
1A, Jacob Warecki 1A,  Jack Procyk
1A,  Mitchell Harding 1G, Dylan Watt
1A,  Ryan Kelly 1A,   

108 Timbits - LA Purple:   3 
Nathaniel Diamond 2G, Ben Irvine 1G
1A, Rylie Kiratzis 2A,   
103 Timbits - New York White:   9 
Matthew Cogswell 4G, Marcus
DaSilva 2G 1A, Reid Vincent 1G 1A,
Adam Solimon 1G 1A, Alexander
Mann 1G, Ronan Greening 1A,  Aiden
Miller 1A,  Cam Millar 1A,  Jacob
Collura 1A,   

401 McDonald's - New Jersey Red:
6 
James Hall 1G, Liam Morassutti 2G,
Mark Gennaro 1G 2A, Nathan Cobb
1G, Parker Jalbert 1G, Jacob Madore
1A,  Macisaac Eveleigh 1A,  Oscar
Clavijo 2A,  Alex Mascioli 1A,   
405 McDonald's - Chicago Black:   3 
Tristan Armani 1G, Andrew Flores 1G,
Ben Cordingley 1G, Jordan Ko 1A,
Nathan Coates 1A,   

402 McDonald's - Boston Gold:   1 
Ryan Cariou 1G,  
404 McDonald's - Tampa Bay Blue:
3 
Cayden Visser 2G, Charlie Akkermans
1G,  

406 McDonald's - San Jose Teal:   4 
Omar Ozturk 1G, David Iacovetta 2G,
Jesse Thomas 1G, Jake Colman 1A,
Hussien Wahab 1A,  Brett Watson 1A,
Luca Pugliese 1A,   
409 McDonald's - Pittsburgh
Powder Blue:   6 
Cristian Troubitsin 2G, Aidan Quinn
2G, Luca Decristofaro 2G 1A, Anthony
Carbone 2A,  Liam Sullivan 1A,   

408 McDonald's - LA Purple:   5 
Michael Valenti 2G, Stefano Iervasi
1G, Zachary Green 1G, Nicholas
Zambri 1G, Jackson Maclean 2A,
Nathan Gabay 1A,   
407 McDonald's - Minnesota Green:
1 
Mark Moscone 1G, Jake Cowden 1A,   

410 McDonald's - Philly Orange:   3 
Daniel Han 3G,  

403 McDonald's - Ottawa White:   1 
Matteo Rossi 1G,  

408 McDonald's - LA Purple:   4 
Nicholas Zambri 2G, Michael Valenti
1G 1A, Nathan Gabay 1G, Zachary
Green 1A,  Matthew Song 1A,  Jacob
Smith  1A,   
403 McDonald's - Ottawa White:   5 
Matteo Rossi 3G, Dylan Klein 1G,
Cameron Moir 1G 1A, Brandon
Devellis 1A,   

406 McDonald's - San Jose Teal:   5 
Omar Ozturk 2G 1A, David Iacovetta
1G 2A, Jake Colman 1G 1A, Jesse
Thomas 1G,  
405 McDonald's - Chicago Black:   9 
Nicholas Betivoiu 3G, Ben Cordingley
2G 1A, Andrew Flores 3G 3A, Jordan
Ko 1G, Jake Pridham 1A,  Nathan
Coates 1A,   

407 McDonald's - Minnesota Green:
1 
Mark Moscone 1G,  
404 McDonald's - Tampa Bay Blue:
2 
Cayden Visser 2G, Salyman Aimaq
1A,   

410 McDonald's - Philly Orange:   0 
401 McDonald's - New Jersey Red:
5 
Macisaac Eveleigh 2G, Alex Mascioli
1G 1A, Liam Morassutti 2G 1A,
Nathan Brown 1A,  Mark Gennaro 2A,
Simon Handal SO,   

409 McDonald's - Pittsburgh
Powder Blue:   4 
Aidan Quinn 3G 1A, Ian Gage 1G,
Andrew Sun 2A,  Alex Rogers 1A,   
402 McDonald's - Boston Gold:   2 
Dylan Thompson 1G, Ryan Cariou
1G,  

610 Rotary Club of Aurora:   6 
Griffin Charnely 3G 2A, Wolfgang
Gross 2A,  Christopher McGee 1A,
Luke Pignatelli 1G, Benjamin Masset
1A,  Kyle Macfarland 1G, Andrew
Campbell 1G,  
602 Laurion Law Office:   11 
Matthew Gram 4G 1A, Cody Fisher
2G 1A, Colby Harrison 3G, Joshua
Anselmo 1G, Joseph Picheca 1G, Eric
Baker 1A,   

610 Rotary Club of Aurora:   4 
Andrew Pignatelli 2G 1A, Griffin
Charnely 1G, Andrew Campbell 1G,
Daniel Bhoi 1A,   
601 Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre:   5 
Evan Robertson 2G, Matthew Cowl
2G, Adam Tuzi 1G, Shawn Kemp 1A,
Stefan Fazari 1A,  Nathan Mohabeer
1A,  Dylan Anderson 1A,   

601 Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre:   9 
Steven Seitz 4G, Evan Robertson 2G,
Giuliano Iervasi 2G, Samuel Morin
1G, Matthew Cowl 2A,  Stefan Fazari
2A,  Adam Tuzi 1A,  Nathan
Mohabeer 1A,   
608 Inaria:   1 
Anthony Iacovetta 1G,  

603 McAlpine Ford:   6 
Will Sherman 1G 1A, Jack Viney 2A,
Aiden O'Toole 1G 1A, Liam Graham
1A,  Andrew Turriff 1G 1A, Nathan
Smith 1G, Mark Clutterbuck 1A,
Alexander Ko 2G, Andrew Fiorini 1A,   
610 Rotary Club of Aurora:   6 
Griffin Charnely 4G, Wolfgang Gross
1G 1A, Giancarlo DeAppollonia 2A,
Kyle Macfarland 1G 1A,  

811:   1 
Adam Medeiros 1G, Callum Gorell 1A,   
804 Investors Group:   3 
Owen Bourrie 2G, Matt Gardner 1G,
Ryan Cooper 1A,   

803 Optimist Club of Aurora: 1 
Cameron Dyer 1G, Lawrencs Sun 1A,
Jacob Leblanc 1A,   
809 Manhattan Trophies:   5 

803 Optimist Club of Aurora:  0 
808 Inaria:   4 
Keaton Thompson 1G 2A, Stephen
Silverio 1G 1A, Kyle Dungey 1G, Troy
Lane 1G,  

803 Optimist Club of Aurora:   7 
Carter Francis 2G, Jacob Leblanc 1G
2A, Cameron Dyer 2G, Austin Hendy
1G 1A, Sean Lindsay 1G 1A, Dane
Kerkkamp 1A,  Jacob Turiff 1A,   
807 Sundance Signs:   1 

806 Benson Kearley IFG:   5
Jacob Cann 1G, Niklaus Seidel 1G
1A, Andrew Currie 1G, Tristan Floyd
1G 1A, Noah Murphy-Sealy 1G,  
801 Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre:   3 
Alexandre Meunier-Geoffroy 2G 1A,
Adam Miziguchi 1G 1A, Nolan Roy
1A,   

806 Benson Kearley IFG:   3 
Niklaus Seidel 1G 2A, Roy Tadros 1G,
Adam Wochenmarkt 1G,  
805 York Region Auto:   2 
Matthew Vassos 1G, Josh Fallovallita
1G, brandon hui 1A,  Jack Chivers 1A,   

810 Peirce McNeely Assoc.
Lawyers:   3 
Kyle Wulle 2G, James Samson 1G,
Colin Read 1A,   
809 Manhattan Trophies:   1
Brendan Dodd 1G, Matthew Glionna
1A,  Nick Robinson 1A,   

806 Benson Kearley IFG:   9 
Niklaus Seidel 6G, Roy Tadros 2G,
Hayden Edwards 1G 1A, Adam
Wochenmarkt 2A,  Noah Murphy-
Sealy 3A,  Ethan Cohen 1A,  Jordan
Kagan 1A,  Cameron Palmer 1A,
Scott Wilson-Smith 1A,  Tristan Floyd
1A,   
807 Sundance Signs:   9 
Ethan Brooks 4G, Liam De Sousa 1G,
Justin Carcone 1G 1A, Christrian Ridd
1G 1A, Matthew Nitsopoulos 1G 1A,
Nathan Sherrard 1G, Nicholas Badali
1A,  Cameron Lang 1A,  Stephen
McNeil 1A,  Evan Bryan 1A,   

805 York Region Auto:   1 
Josh Fallovallita 1G, Cameron End
1A,  Andrew End 1A,   
804 Investors Group:   1 
Anthony Liva 1G,  

810 Peirce McNeely Assoc.
Lawyers:   2 
Colin Read 1G, James Kypreos 1G,
Riley Jackson 1A,   
811:   1 
Callum Gorrell 1G, J.P. Schnabel 1A,   

809 Manhattan Trophies:   5 
Carson Venneri 4G 1A, Mateo
Florentino 1G 1A, Matthew Glionna
2A,  Jason Cox 1A,  Jackson
Clements 1A,  Dominic Pecchia 1A, 
802 Dr. Weaver’s Drillers: 2
KRyan Cameron 1G, Sean Mackrell
1G, Thomas Tantalo 1A,  Colin Boorn
1A,   

810 Peirce McNeely Assoc.
Lawyers:   4 
Kyle Wulle 2G 1A, Andrew Sutherland
1G 1A, Riley Jackson 1G, Barrett
Scott 1A,   
808 Inaria:   5 
Andrew Negri 1G, Stephen Silverio
1G, Keaton Thompson 1G, Troy Lane
2G, Kyle Dungey 2A,  Kyle Gillies 1A,
Liam Patterson 1A,   

909 Ice Photo's Puck Bandits:   5 
902 Mayfair Systems:   3 

907 Aurora Lodge #148 IOOF:   1 
Cameron Screech 1G, Ethan Mills 1A,   
904 Orr & Associates:   4 
Alex Hoffmann 3G, Eddie Duffy 1G,
Matthew Hall 2A,  Devon Hope 1A,
Josh Mohabeer 1A,   

903 BMO Bank of Montreal:   2 
906 The Backyard Pool & Spa
Company:   0 

901 Pizzaville Aurora:   3
Andrew Klinowski 1G 1A, Adam
Wilson 1G, Nicholas Baczynski 1A,
Cameron Pyle 1A,  Mathew Liscio 1G,  
908 Diamond Groundskeeping
Services:   4 
Greg Rutherford 1G, Stewart Reid 1G,
Micheal Montesanti 1A,  Jacob Hatton
1G 1A, Riley Weller 2A,  Anthony
Loduca 1G, Jack Bishenden 1A,   

902 Mayfair Systems:   0 
907 Aurora Lodge #148 IOOF:   4 
Ryan Batten 2G, Harrison Lambrinos
1G, James Power 1G, Matthew
Bellerby 1A,  Edi Nisenbaum SO,   

908 Diamond Groundskeeping
Services:   5 
Jacob Hatton 1G, Micheal Montesanti
1G 2A, Greg Rutherford 1A,  Jordi
Severini 1A,  Jiyan Yilmaser 2A,
Domenic Fiorini 1G, Geoffrey Siow
1A,  Stewart Reid 1G, Mathew Iezza
1G,  
909 Ice Photo's Puck Bandits:   2 

Adam Ashraf 1G 1A, Gabriel Merkanu
2A,  Tyler Wilson 1G, Jeff Stobo 1A,    

907 Aurora Lodge #148 IOOF:   4 
Harrison Lambrinos 1G 1A, Cameron
Screech 1G 1A, Ryan Batten 1G,
James Power 1G, Joel Robinson 2A,
Matthew Bellerby 1A,  Matthew
Barnett 1A,   
901 Pizzaville Aurora:   4 
Adam Wilson 2G 1A, Michael Dowling
1G 1A, Mathew Liscio 1G, Conner
Tripp 3A,  Colin Dunlop 1A,  Aidan
Woolsley 1A,  Blake Holtby 1A,   

902 Mayfair Systems:   7 
906 The Backyard Pool & Spa
Company:   2 

905 VEGFRESH:   4 
902 Mayfair Systems:   4

1007:   3 
1001 :   2 

1004 North York Heating &
Plumbing:   3 
1003 Ice Photo's Puck Bandits:   2 

1002 ATS Healthcare:   2 
1001 :   3 

1006 Jonathan's:   5 
1005 ADC Aluminium:   3

1007:   2 
1005 ADC Aluminium:   2 

1003 Ice Photo's Puck Bandits:   2 
1001 :   2 

1004 North York Heating &
Plumbing:   1 
1002 ATS Healthcare:   1 

Rep League

Tyke - 
Select B: 6 
UNionville: 1
Noah Savage 3G 1A, Gavin Ellerby
1G, Aidan Miller 1G, Daniel Kostoff
1G, Justin GAO  1A,  Matthew
Gogswell 1A,   

Tyke - 
Select B: 6
East Gwilliambury: 1 
Cameron Rose 3G, Tristen Aben 1G
1A, Rylie Kiratzis 1G 1A, Noah
Savage 1G 1A, Matteo Vetere 1A,   

Novice AA -
Aurora Tigers: 3 
Barrie: 1 
Mc Namara, Owen 1G, Dimoulas,
Thomas 1G, Yorke, Daniel 1G, Kristof, 

Minor Atom AE -
Aurora Tigers: 8 
Georgina: 2 
Kevin Wasserman 2G 1A, Sam
Belman 1G 2A, Ryan Blakley 1G,
Malcolm Parkinson 1G 2A, Matthew
Keizer 1G 1A, Vince Russo 1A,  Nolan
Chiarelli 1G 1A, Ethan Powell 1G,
josh mcleod 1A,  Yi Wang 1A,    

Minor Atom AE -
Hamilton: 4 
Aurora Tigers 0

Minor Atom AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Whitby Wildcats: 3 
Ryan Blakley 1A,  Sam Belman 2G,
Matthew Keizer 1G 1A, Kevin
Wasserman 2A,  David Durbano 1A,
Sam Spong 1A,  Malcolm Parkinson
1G,  

Minor Atom AE -
Barrie Colts: 2 
Aurora Tigers: 1
Ryan Blakley 1G, Malcolm Parkinson
1A,  Sam Spong 1A,   

Minor Atom AA -  
Georgina: 2 
Aurora Tigers: 1
Daniel Iwai 1G, Emmett Ross 1A,
Ayden Posa 1A,    

Minor Atom AE -
Aurora  Tigers: 7 
Stouffville: 2 
Henry Paluch 3A,  Ryan Blakley 1G
1A, Ryan Clutterbuck 1G, Sam
Belman 3G, Matthew Keizer 1A,
Nolan Chiarelli 1A,  Malcolm
Parkinson 2G 1A,  

Atom RS -
Richmond Hill: 2
Aurora Tigers: 1 

Cayden Visser 1G, Jacob Madore 1A,   

Atom AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Innisfil: 2 
Riley Pearl 1G, Ryan Fowler 1G,
Nicholas Petinarelis 1A,  George
Rappos Jr.  1A,   

Atom A - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Innisfil: 2
Ayden Whilby 1G, Dylan Andersen
2G, Jonah Spataro 1G, Michael
Crowe 1A,   

Atom AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 3 
Richmond Hill: 1 
Jordan Dimatulac 2G, George Rappos
Jr.  1G, Ryan Weeks 2A,  Lucas De
Palma 1A,  Nicholas Petinarelis 1A,   

Atom A - 
Orillia: 5
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Todd Cook 1G,   

Atom A - 
Markham Wazers: 1
Aurora Tigers: 0 

Atom AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 5 
Richmond Hill: 2 
George Rappos Jr.  1G, Ryan Weeks
2G, Riley Pearl 1G 1A, Tyler Cox 1G
1A,  

Minor Peewee A -
Richmond Hill: 5 
Aurora Tigers: 3

Minor Peewee A - 
Aurora Tigers: 0 
Markham: 2 

Minor Peewee A -
Aurora  Tigers: 3 
Markham Waxers: 2

Minor Peewee A - 
Nobleking: 2 
Aurora Tigers: 1

Minor Peewee A - 
Orillia: 3 
Aurora Tigers: 2

Minor Peewee A -
Aurora  Tigers: 2 
East Gwillimbury: 0

Peewee RS - 
Aurora Tigers: 6 
Markham: 1 
Matthew Gram 3G, Anthony Iacovetta
2G, Griffin Charnley 1G, Samuel
Morin 1A,  Quinn Bruckner 1A,  Evan
Robertson 1A,  Andrew Campbell 1A,
Jack Viney 1A,  Anthony Miranda 1A,    

Peewee RS -
Aurora  Tigers: 5 
Ajax: 5
Quinn Bruckner 1G 1A, Anthony
Iacovetta 1G 1A, Griffin Charnley 1G
1A, Steven Seitz 1G, Evan Robertson
1G, Samuel Morin 1A,  Mason Barone
1A,   

Peewee RS - 
Aurora Tigers: 9 
Uxbridge: 2 
Quinn Bruckner 2G 1A, Matthew
Gram 2G, Anthony Miranda 2G 1A,
Evan Robertson 1G, Jack Viney 1G,
Griffin Charnley 1G, Steven Seitz 2A,
Andrew Campbell 1A,  Jackson
Galbraith 1A,    

Peewee RS - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Georgina: 0 
Quinn Bruckner 2G, Anthony Iacovetta
1G, Matthew Gram 1G, Ethan Joiner
1A,  Griffin Charnley 1A,  Evan
Robertson 1A,    

Peewee RS - 
Aurora Tigers: 8 
Richmond Hill Stars: 0
Matthew Gram 2G 1A, Anthony
Miranda 1G 1A, Evan Robertson 1G
1A, Jack Viney 1G, Samuel Morin 1G,
Andrew Campbell 1G, Quinn Bruckner
1G, Anthony Iacovetta 1A,   

Peewee A -
Aurora Tigers: 3 
Duxbury: 1 
Matthew McConnell 1A,  Andrew Park
1G, Tyler Sawyer 1G, Blair Crabbe 1G
1A,   

Peewee AE -
Aurora  Tigers: 3 
Richmond Hill: 3 
Rony Wahab 1G, Noah Dempsey 1A,
Cooper Judson 1G, Luke Catania 1G,
Sebastian Negulescu 1A,    

Peewee AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Markham: 3 
Luke Catania 1G, Jack Campbell 1A,
Noah Dempsey 1A,  Jason Gage 2G,
Jeremy Gonsalves 2A,  Noah Johnson
1A,  Owen Romano 1A,  Rony Wahab
1G, Russell Tanaka 1A,    

Peewee A - 
Innisfil: 2
Aurora Tigers: 0 

Peewee RS - 
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Stouffville: 2
Anthony Iacovetta 1G, Quinn Bruckner
1G, Jackson Galbraith 1A,   

Minor Bantam A - 
Aurora Tigers: 6 
Markham Waxers: 3
Fin Reeves 3G, Ben Spittle 1G 1A,

Lucas Surace 1G, Jamie Stewart 1G
1A, Andrew Jorgensen 1A,   

Minor Bantam A - 
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Barrie: 0
Mathew Hastings 1G, Lucas Surace
1A,  Carter Wilmsmeyer 1A,  Andreas
Imperio SO,   

Minor Bantam A - 
Nobleking: 4 
Aurora Tigers: 1
Fin Reeves 1G, Nicholas Rountes 1A,
Peter Chimienti 1A,    

Minor Bantam AE - 
East Gwillimbury: 2
Aurora Tigers: 0 

Minor Bantam A - 
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Newmarket: 1
Jamie Stewart 1G 1A, Andrew
Jorgensen 1G 1A, Ben Spittle 1A,   

Minor Midget AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 11 
Jackson Generals: 0 
Zack Phillips 4G 2A, Jack Pecora 1G
2A, Bryan Manweiler 1G 1A, Richard
Hache' 1G 1A, Taylor Kauffeldt 1G 1A,
Graham Sanford 1G 1A, Cameron
Zinner 1G 4A, Christian Arcuri 1G,
Connor Irving 2A,  Jared Reeves 3A,
Michael Shum 1A,  Connor Downs 1A,
Matthew Tanel 1A,  Matthew Tanel
SO,    

Minor Midget AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Cooksville Phantoms: 1
Michael Shum 1G, Zack Phillips 2G
1A, Connor Downs 1G, Cameron
Zinner 3A,  Christian Arcuri 1A,   

Minor Midget AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Erie North Shore Storm: 1
Bryan Manweiler 1G, Zack Phillips 1A,
,   

Minor Midget AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Erie North Shore Storm: 1 
Zack Phillips 2G, Jack Pecora 1G 2A,
Tristan Kuchar 1G, Cameron Zinner
2A,  Michael Shum 1A,  Christian
Arcuri 1A,   

Minor Midget AA -
Aurora  Tigers: 5 
Cooksville Phantoms: 3 
Bryan Manweiler 1G 1A, Jack Pecora
1G, Richard Hache' 1G 2A, Connor
Irving 1G, Cameron Zinner 1G,
Michael Shum 1A,  Jared Reeves 1A,
Zack Phillips 1A,  Tristan Kuchar 1A, 

Minor Midget AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 5 
Georgina Blaze: 2
Connor Downs 1G, Jack Pecora 3G,
Zack Phillips 1G 1A, Richard Hache'
2A,  Cameron Zinner 2A,  Connor
Irving 1A,  Michael Shum 1A,   

Minor Midget AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 6 
TNT: 3 
Cameron Zinner 2G 1A, Christian
Arcuri 2G 1A, Richard Hache' 1G,
Connor Irving 1G, Zack Phillips 1A,
Connor Downs 3A,  Taylor Kauffeldt
1A,



THE AURORAN, Wednesday, December 11, 2013Page  16

purses  •   handbags   •   wallets   •   sunglasses   •   fragrances  •  watches   •   jewellery   •   apparel   •   décora

15480 Bayview Avenue, Aurora Centre, B3  #105
905.841.2167               

Arm CanDy Club
CONCIERGE SERVICE

 ... will make your 
gift shopping easy. 

UP-SCALE
ACCESSORIES
BOUTIQUE

*some Conditions & Limitations may applyin the CINEPLEX, Target, Sobeys, GoodLife FITNESS Plaza

Drop in or call us and we will help 
you select the perfect gift, beautifully 
package it and even hand deliver 
it right to their doorstep!*

Authentic Imported European High-Grade Fine Leather Designs

www.deefashions.com

Holiday Christmas 
Gift Shopping... 

Wrapped-Up!

Holiday Christmas 
Gift Shopping... 

Wrapped-Up!

Eat Healthy, 
Always Fresh
Generous Portions

• Falafel Combo $6.99
• SHAWARMA Wrap & Soup $8.50
• Grilled Kafta Kabob Plate $9.99 
• SHAWARMA Plate $10.50

Try our unique 

EAT IN ~ PICK UP
15531 Yonge St. Aurora • 905-503-6655

• SHAWARMA Poutine 

11am-11pm Mon. to Sat. 
11am-10pm- Sun. 

NEW HOURS

CATERING
Available

Ashby flourishes on the field for SAC’s Saints
By Jeff Doner

In the midst of  another 
successful season playing 
for the St. Andrew’s 
College Saints (SAC) 
varsity football team, 
offensive lineman Adam 
Ashby has flourished and 
many have taken notice.

In November, the Saints 
defeated the Villanova 
College Knights 38 – 21 
to finish the season with 
an unblemished regular 
season record of  6 – 0, 
reserving them a spot in 
the CISAA semi-finals.

In that game, the 
Saints made short work 
of  the St. Michael’s 
College Kerry Blues in 
a 37 – 23 win, which put 
them in the CISAA finals 
against the UCC Blues for 
the fourth consecutive 
year.

Ashby, a grade 12 
student and star player 
for SAC, has been a big 
part of  his team’s success 
on the field in just his 
third season playing the 
sport.

“I got so much better 
from last year to this year 
with help of  my Ontario 
coaches and also my 
school coach,” he said.

“I went to school at 
Villanova and one of  my 
coaches there wanted me 

always to play football,” 
he said, recalling how he 
first got into the sport. “I 
went to school there in 
grade seven and in grade 
nine, he was always on 
me to start playing. In 
grade nine I wasn’t really 
into it and then grade 10 
I really got into it and 
started playing, which 
was a great decision, and 
I’ve loved it since.”

This season he played 
well enough to garner 
some attention from 
Team Ontario, who added 
him to their roster for the 
Canada Cup in Moncton, 
New Brunswick this past 
summer.

Ontario came away 
with a third place finish 
at the tournament, 
leaving Ashby with an 
experience he isn’t soon 
to forget.

“It was a great 
experience for me and 
it was awesome to 
represent my province,” 
he said. “Going through 
the whole stage of  trying 
to make the team was a 
tough process, with lots 
of  competition, it was 
good for my game and I 
learned a lot.”

At six feet and 275 
pounds, Ashby said he 
has always played sports 
like hockey, tennis, golf, 

and skiing, but none 
have come as naturally as 
football.

“I really like the 
physicality. It’s fun to go 
out and hit people,” he 
said. “I’ve just grown a 
love football. I was also 
into watching it, but I 
never really knew how 
fun it would be and I just 
love every aspect about 
it.”

Making a career out 
of  it is something he 
admitted to thinking 
about time and again.

“I want to make it 
to the next level and go 
to university and play 
football. I’m not sure 
what else. I’m just going 
to take it day by day and 
keep working hard and 
see where it takes me.”

Looking ahead to the 
next step after the current 
season/school year, 
Ashby fondly gave credit 
to the football program at 
SAC for helping him take 
the next step.

“Ever since coming 
here I’ve grown so much 
as a person,” he said. 
“My academics have gone 
up and I can’t thank my 
coaches enough. Len 
Gurr has helped me grow 
as a player and a person. 
He’s also my advisor and 
he has just helped me out 

Adam Ashby has emerged as a star on the St. Andrew’s College Saints. 
Submitted photo

a lot. 
“Last year to this year 

has been a big jump and 
I think without coming to 
SAC I wouldn’t have been 
ready to play for Team 
Ontario. All the hard 
work paid off  on and off  
the field.”

(Left side of the banner from top to bottom) Tommy Hollett, Parker Holmes, Anton Sopov, Ryan Catania, Liam 
Taylor, Ethan Belisle, Myles Graham, and Owen Papulkas. (Right) Anthony Russo, Owen Hollett, Calum Ormond, 
Aiden Kirchmair, Gage Gonsalves, Jacob Hoffrogge, Luca Capraro, Jake McMillan, and Nick Giorgio. 

Photo by Keri Holmes

Atom AA Tigers crowned Michigan Can/Am Nations Cup Champions
Submitted by  
Brad McMillan  

& Bill Hollett

Aurora’s Atom AA 
Tigers have returned home 
with some gold after taking 
on the States last weekend. 
Participating in the Nations 
Cup creates an amazing 
feeling of  playing not only 
for your town, but for your 
country. 

All Players receive Team 
Canada jerseys and socks 
upon arrival and the dream 
begins; playing for Canada 
against the USA in the 
gold medal game Sunday, 
December 1.

Hosted by the United 
States in Troy, Michigan, 
Canadian Teams are invited 
to come down and play 
against their arch rivals, 
the Americans, in a four 
game, round-robin series. 

The teams are then 

seeded for Sunday’s final, 1 
vs 1, 2 vs 2, etc. 

The Atom AA Tigers 
were the number one seed 
on the Canadian side, so 
they played the undefeated 
Macomb Mavericks of  the 
United States for the title of  
tournament champions.

Overcoming a 
disappointing start to 
the tournament with a 
Game 1 loss to those same 
Macomb Mavericks, the 
Tigers went undefeated the 
rest of  the way to finish 
first in their pool to set up 
a rematch in the Gold Medal 
game.

Forced to start the 
final short-handed by 
tournament rules, the 
Tigers had to deal with an 
early first period 1-0 deficit. 

Goals by Myles Graham 
and Owen Hollett gave the 
Tigers a 2-1 lead going into 
the final five minutes of  

regular time.
A late Macomb goal 

evened up the score to 
take the game into 4 on 4 
overtime. 

O v e r t i m e 
solved nothing, so each 
team was asked to designate 
three players for the  
shoot out.

Strong goaltending from 
Anthony Russo stopped all 
the shooters the USA could 
throw at him and highlight 
reel goals by Anton Sopov 
and Jacob Hoffrogge sealed 
the victory for the Tigers.

Going against some of  
the best competition that 
Michigan had to offer in 
the 2003 age group, the 
Tigers delivered a true 
team effort with a 3-2 shoot 
out win and were finally 
rewarded with the Gold 
after two trips to the Gold 
and Silver medal games 
earlier in the year.
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GET YOUR TICKET TODAY!

LIVE MUSIC

FROM

Entrance & 
Entertainment tickets available in 

AMSTERDAM RETAIL STORES

FULL MENU AVAILABLE

$50
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150

AURORA 

CANADA’S BIRTHDAY TO
W

N150 Arts & Culture

Festival of 
Lessons & Carols

Sunday, December 15
4 and 7 pm

Choirs, handbells,
orchestra and brass

Sunday Advent Services
8, 9:15 and 11 am

www.trinityaurora.ca
Trinity Anglican Church Aurora

79 Victoria St., Aurora, ON L4G 1R3

Hours of Operation
Mon - Tues 1pm - 6pm
Sat - Sun 12pm - 5pm
By Appointment Call: 905-727-6122

13777 YONGE STREET, AURORA, ON CANADA L4G 3G8
Prices, sizes and specifications are subject to change without notice. E. & O.E.

Gated Custom Residences Available

COUNTRY TOY TEA
    Over 1,000 local kids will reap the rewards of last week’s Country Toy Tea, organized by families of Country Day School. Bringing together volunteers and organizers from 
King, Aurora, Newmarket, and beyond, this year’s installment of the annual tradition, hosted by Kelly MacDonald, collected Christmas and Hanukkah gifts for Leeder Place 
Family Shelter, Pathways of York Region, Sandgate Women’s Shelter, the Women’s Centre of York Region, and the York Centre for Youth & Family.
    Sponsored in part by the King Weekly Sentinel, the event featured not only tea, but a special holiday concert by students from Pickering College and a fashion show from 
injoy boutique, Want Boutique, and Aqua Beauty Emporium.  (Left) Toys and gifts were collected by student elves Alexandra Nichols, Jane Stanton, Maddy MacDonald, 
Kendall Langston, Brittney Nichols, Paige Ofield, Emily Burrows, Holly Nichols, and Emily Killops. (Centre) This year’s event was organized by Stacie Stanton, Kim Nichols, 
Denise Clark, Judy Totten, Linda Brown, Maureen Ofield, Leslie Ewing, Molly Fitzpatrick, Amanda Langston, and Kelly MacDonald. (Right) Pickering College provided en-
tertainment not only with their choral voices, but also on the strings.                Auroran photos by Diane Buchanan

Aurora jeweller revives old-world traditions
By Brock Weir

After Fred Jakob came 
to Canada from the former 
USSR in 1984, he and his 
wife decided to journey to 
Jerusalem.

The world, after all, 
had been closed to him 
for much of  his life. On 
a trip to a museum of  
Israeli crafts, however, he 
was struck by something 
familiar when he saw a 
depiction of  a medieval 
jeweller’s workroom.

“I recognized the tools 
I was working with in the 
Soviet Union!” he says. 

Looking back over 
his career, Mr. Jakob 
is still almost at a loss 
on why he became a 
jeweller. In Russia, being 
in the military was 
a requirement. After 
dutifully checking that 
box, he was admitted to a 
local university to study 
road engineering, but 
he ultimately got bored 
in that field and was at a 
crossroads.

“I was in the middle of  
nowhere,” he says. “Who 
was I? This was at a time 
when the Government 
started to give permission 
to the Jewish and Germans 
to leave the country. The 
last jeweller in our town 
left for Israel and it was 
just empty.”

At the time, he put 
himself  forward to fill a 
vacancy, but it turned out 
to be a passion.

“I never knew before 
what it was like to create 
something,” he says. “It 
is not about just putting a 
few wires together. Here, it 
is about creativity. When 
I first took the pencil 
in hand and started to 
sketch whatever I wanted, 
I started to see my idea 
come to life on paper. 
From nothing, you start to 
create something nice and 
beautiful, something with 
a little bit of  a sparkle. Lots 
of  people have hobbies, 
but my profession is a 
combined money-maker 
and hobby.”

In his small store near 
the corner of  Bayview 
Avenue and Hollidge 
Boulevard, Mr. Jakob 
makes his creations 
in silver, gold, and 
sometimes a combination. 
Gold, he says, has more 
possibilities when it comes 
to design, but silver can 
get you more bang for your 
buck. Going that route, he 
says, allows people to live 
out their design fantasies, 
go bigger, and perhaps 
tell a whole story with a 
simple bauble.

Here in Canada, Mr. 
Jakob built a resume of  
working with many top 
jewellers before setting 
out on his own, first 
in The Beaches, then 
in Newmarket, before 
ultimately moving once 
more to Aurora at his 
wife’s suggestion. Striking 
out on his own allowed him 

to feed his own creativity, 
working with metals and 
gemstones outside of  
the usual suspects, and 
keeping some older world 
traditions alive and well. 

“Technology is best, 
but I lost my job because 
of  technology,” he says 
of  going independent. 
“Before, model making 
was the profession in the 
trade, making models 
from cheap metals like 
silver and bronze. With 
technology, I lost being 
a model maker. Today, 
you can buy a copy 
machine creating five 
or six different pieces in 
one shot. In eight hours 
of  work, you will have 10 
different jewellery designs 
in plastic. You cast it, you 
clean it and goodbye…but 
the craftsmanship of  the 
design is terrible. 

“We have forgotten 
already how to do things 
by hand. I don’t even 
bother to learn those 
designs because I am 
working for myself  and I 
am doing what I want to 
do.”

There are added 
benefits to that, he adds, in 
that customers are most 
often satisfied with the 
hands-on work although 
they sometimes to not 
appreciate all the effort 
that went into it. Case in 
point: engagement rings. 
People are often blinded by 
the stones and don’t often 
take the setting around 
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2 Orchard Heights Blvd., St. Andrew’s Shopping Centre

905-841-0654

Serving York Region for over 27 Years!

Good Selection of 
Cotton Sleepwear & Imported Lingerie!

Bra Fittings our Specialty!
In Store Specials 

Petticoat Lane
Fine Lingerie, 

Cruise & Swimwear 

Petticoat Lane

Throughout the Holiday Season!

them into consideration. 
It is a growing trend, but it 
is not universal.

“Some customers have 
more artistic ideas,” he 
said. “You can have more 
of  a fantasy in silver 
because you can make it 
more detailed. In North 
America, it seems there 
are strict designs on gold 
and engagement rings – 
and they often want to buy 
Tiffany pieces. But, my 
customers are ordinary 
people. More and more of  
my creations are coming 
in silver rather than gold.”
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COMING EVENTS

F A S H I O N  H O U S E

to our team!
Farah is an experienced colour specialist 

and hair stylist!

Book your appointment 
with FARAH 

AND RECEIVE 15% OFF
e — salon@yelloworange.ca
Book online at www.yelloworange.ca
HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY 9AM–9PM • TUESDAY 9AM-7:30PM • WEDENSDAY 9AM–7:30PM • THURSDAY 9AM–9PM • FRIDAY 9AM–9PM • SATURDAY 9AM–5PM • SUNDAY closed

15171 Yonge Street  Aurora
t – 905 726 8141

Welcoming Farah Zareian 

Expires January 31, 2014

DECEMBER 4  – DECEMBER 21
HILLARY HOUSE 

OPEN HOUSE – Explore 
Hillary House an see 
the gorgeous holiday 
decorations, including 
two historic Christmas 
trees. Visit the three 2013 
exhibits before they are 
gone! Crafts, activities and 
more for the young and 
young-at-heart. Regular 
admission fees apply. 
Wednesday to Saturday 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
DECEMBER 5 – DECEMBER 14

Theatre Aurora 
presents Songs for a 
New World by Jason 
Robert Brown. Come 
for an engaging evening 
of  musical theatre as 
Bob Riddell takes the 
audience through this 
contemporary Song 
Cycle where each song 
reveals a crossroads in 
the life or lives of  the 
individuals or couples 
in the scene. Audiences 
will thoroughly enjoy 
this collection of  thought-
provoking, character 
driven songs, performed 
by an outstanding cast. 
For tickets or more 
information, visit www.
theatreauroran.com or 
call the box office at 905-
727-3669.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12
The Aurora Chamber of  

Commerce will host their 
annual Holiday Gathering 
this evening from 6 – 9 p.m. 
at Annalisa Restaurant, 
15171 Yonge Street, Aurora. 
This complimentary event 
is open only to Chamber 
members. Cash Bar. 
Advance registration is 
required. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
The Aurora Cultural 

Centre, 22 Church Street, 
presents A Victorian 
Christmas Afternoon, 
with sweets and tea 
graciously donated by MP 
Lois Brown, followed by a 
professional performance 
of  the beloved holiday 
classic A Christmas Carol 
by the Humber River 
Shakespeare Company. 
Refreshments and love 
music at 1 p.m. Theatrical 
performance at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $15 or $45 for 
a pack of  four, available 
in advance. For more 
information, call 905-713-
1818.

* * * * 
The York Regional 

Community Choir will 
host “Celebrate with Us: 
Canada in December” 
today at 2 p.m. at Trinity 
Anglican Church (79 

Victoria Street). Tickets 
are $10.00 at the door. Call 
Sandra at 905-775-7390 to 
reserve. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
The Northridge 

Community Church of  the 
Salvation Army presents 
Carols of  Celebration, 
a Glorious Christmas 
Musical Expression 
featuring the Toronto Mass 
Choir, the Northridge 
Brass, and dancer Ashlee 
Johanis. The concert gets 
underway this evening 
at 7 p.m. at Newmarket 
Theatre. For ticketing 
information, call 905-895-
6276.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
Aurora’s Borealis kicks 

off  tonight, lighting the 
trees around Town Park for 
the winter season. Trees 
will be lit every evening 
from 5 - 11 p.m. beginning 
tonight until Family Day 
on Monday, February 17. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
The York Symphony 

Concert presents its YSO 
Holiday Spectacular today 
at 3.30 p.m. and 8 p.m. Enjoy 
a concert filled with good 
cheer, all your favourite 
carols and the ever-popular 
audience singalong 
with full symphony 
accompaniment Bring 
the family along for this 
delightful winter concert at 
Trinity Anglican Church. 
Two performances.  For 
more information, visit 
www.yorksymphony.ca. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2
Eating Disorders of  

York Region’s Riverwalk 
Wellness Centres presents 
a session of  Gentle Stretch 
and Relax Yoga for four 

Thursdays beinning this 
evening in the Magna 
Room at the Aurora Public 
Library. $65 for four weeks. 
A peer support group is 
also offered after the class 
from 7 – 8.30 p.m. For more 
information, visit www.
edoyr.com to register, or 
call 905-886-6632.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7
Eating Disorders of  

York Region’s Riverwalk 
Wellness Centres will 
host a group for teens 
beginning today for the 
next six Tuesdays. Healthy 
Coping Skills will run 
from 5.30 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
at 901 Rutherford Road, 
Vaughan. (Near Bathurst 
and Rutherford). $120 for 
six sessions. For more 
information, visit www.
edoyr.com to register, or 
call 905-886-6632.

JANUARY 7 – 16, 2014
The Aurora Cultural 

Centre, 22 Church Street, 
presents Aurora High 
School GRADS Show. A 
vibrant annual exhibition 
showcasing the work 
of  the Grade 12 visual 
arts students; reception 
January 9 from 7 – 9 p.m. 
Free gallery admission: 

Tuesday – Saturday, 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. Fully accessible 
building; elevator entrance 
at north doors. www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14
Winter arts classes 

and one-day workshops 
begin today at the  Aurora 
Cultural Centre, 22 Church 
Street. New offerings, 
including Stained Glass, 
Songwriting, Creative 
Writing, Acrylic and 
Watercolour techniques 
– over 25 classes for 
all interests! Fully 
accessible venue; elevator 
at north entrance. Full 
program information 
available online at www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca. 

 JANUARY 22 & 29
The Aurora Cultural 

Centre, 22 Church Street, 
presents two Society 
of  York Region Artists 
Gallery Talks; 1 – 3 p.m. 
on each Wednesday. Join 
us to learn about the 
artists creative processes. 
Free gallery admission: 
Tuesday – Saturday, 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. Fully accessible 
building; elevator entrance 
at north doors. www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca

Direct

MAY YOUR Christmas BE FILLED WITH THE GIFTS OF Joy & Peace

Community Improvement Plan 
should be just one wheel in motion: 
Councillor

By Brock Weir

A Community Improvement Plan (CIP) could stimulate 
Downtown Aurora, but more consideration needs to be 
given for a plan with so much money potentially riding on 
it. 

That is the message going into this week’s Council 
meeting after Councillors took a first crack at a draft CIP.  
The CIP is a series of  proposed measures using public 
money for initiatives to stimulate and improve Aurora’s 
Downtown Core and, specifically, commercial development. 

“There is a need to support the longevity of  existing 
building stock, which really is an older building stock, 
to enhance the aesthetic appeal of  downtown,” said Kim 
Wilmot, a consultant retained to develop the plan with a 
specific eye to the Yonge and Wellington corridors. “The  
focus of  the CIP is really on encouraging the commercial 
reuse of  the heritage properties already existing downtown.”

The plan was generally well received by Councillors 
last week, although questions remain on the logistics. For 
Councillor John Abel, it is one component of  what should 
be a bigger picture for Downtown Aurora, including the 
Aurora Promenade plan and visions for Library Square. 

“All those pieces should be in motion, if  not in place, 
before we get to something like this. It is going to cost a lot 
of  money and this alone will not revitalize the Downtown, 
[although] it will certainly help. 

“It is an excellent tool and well thought-out, but in light 
of  some of  the other strategies that were brought forward, 
this is a package that is going to make this work and we have 
to see that.”

As for Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, it will be a great step 
forward in giving a hand up to Downtown business and 
commercial property owners.

“I think this is a great opportunity for us to show that we 
are interested in making sure we can do what we can to assist 
with the revitalization of  downtown, and it gives businesses 
an opportunity to shoe they are also in the game,” said 
Mayor Dawe on initiatives that will, in many cases, partner 
the Town with businesses in making these improvements.  
“I am pleased that we are moving forward with this and  
I look forward to the next step.”

Through the CIP, property owners will have to make 
the first move before receiving any support from the plan. 
Such programs include a grant for Development Charges 
where property owners would get a break on the amount 
they have to pay for redevelopment downtown, tax breaks if  
redevelopment will boost a building’s overall tax assessment 
value, and tax relief  for heritage properties that have new 
leases on life as commercial properties. 

Municipalities, according to Ms. Wilmot, receive the 
best “bang for their buck”, however through a façade and 
signage improvement program.

“This has a significant impact in terms of  the visual 
improvement on the Downtown,” she said. “It is focused on 
supporting existing commercial and commercial mixed use 
properties fronting Yonge and Wellington Street, what we 
feel to be the key commercial spine.”

Such a program, if  adopted, could see the Town commit 
to up to 50 per cent of  eligible costs of  façade and signage 
improvements up to a maximum of  $50,000, or whichever 
is less. 

With each component of  the program coming at a price, 
the consultants propose funding the CIP through a special 
reserve fund with a minimum funding allocation of  $200,000, 
capped at a $320,000 maximum. If  adopted, applications 
from property owners are likely to fluctuate year to year. 
They also recommend a dedicated administrator for 
the program to “monitor and help implement” the CIP 
effectively, something Ms. Wilmot said has the potential to 
be “very intensive.” 

The CIP is expected to generate further discussion 
this week, before going back for fine tuning, and ultimate 
approval by Council at a later date. With so much money 
riding on this, however, Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
suggested something more should be done.

“Council needs to do a little more work on this just 
because there is so much money involved, and not just go 
through the [General Committee] and Council process,” she 
said. 
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE Hundreds gather for tree lighting, as 
Salvation Army looks for helping hand

By Brock Weir

Crowds gathered in the forecourt 
of  Aurora Town Hall for the annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony. 

Families gathered around the tree, 
hot chocolate and candy canes in hand, 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of  Santa 
Claus to coax the lights on as Mrs. 
Claus joined Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and 
Councillors to do the honours. 

“It is not cold, but there is a warmth 
in the hearts of  the people in the Town of  
Aurora,” said Town Crier John Webster 
at the start of  the festivities. “It’s the 
people of  character, the people around 
here who have filled the community by 
connecting with others and living those 
old time values. 

“Today is the ninth official tree-
lighting ceremony; a time to greet 
old friends, a time to greet new 
acquaintances, a time to experience the 
traditional carolling, and a time to enjoy 
the lights of  our collective spirit.”

As kids lined up to placed their 
homemade ornaments on the tree, along 
with some others the might have brought 
from home, it was a message reiterated 
by Major Brian Bishop of  the Salvation 
Army as he led the Salvation Army’s 
brass band through their traditional 
round of  Christmas Carols. 

At the centre of  the band, was an 
iconic Salvation Army Christmas Kettle, 
the likes of  which have been popping up 
at numerous occasions around Aurora 
over the last few weeks. The kettle 
drive, which is now in full swing, is still 
in its early days but every coin or bill 
dropped into the clear bubble will go 
a long way to helping the community.  
Major Bishop told The Auroran at 
last week’s ceremonies that over 500 
families in Aurora and Newmarket have 
already come to the Salvation Army 
for assistance leading up to the holiday 
season and this number, as it always 
does, will continue to grow.

“We’re anticipating we’re going to 
hit the 1,000 mark which will represent 

anywhere between 3,000 and 3,500 
people,” said Major Bishop. “There is 
certainly a segment of  those people who 
are singles and a significant portion of  
those are single parents. In fact, last 
year, of  the 800 families we served, 59 per 
cent of  them were single parents.”

It’s a trend, he says, that is also 
growing and that can be attributed 
to contemporary culture where a 
number of  families are “broken” or 
“dysfunctional families” and that is 
increasingly becoming a significant 
need.

Joining the Salvation Army in their 
efforts this year is, once again the 
Aurora Lions Club which is helping to 
prepare holiday hampers, as well as 
local companies waiting to lend a hand. 

“As you talk to people, as much as 
there are people that need hampers and 
need toys, one of  the things we are joyful 
of  is being a part of  the Christmas Day 
dinner Jonathan’s Restaurant helps to 
sponsor, as well as Welcoming Arms,” 
says Major Bishop. “We make that 
known to our clients. The need isn’t just 
for people who are needy, but for people 
who might be lonely and find this time 
of  year a difficult experience for them to 
just have on their own.”

That being said, while donations 
of  food and toys are always welcome, 
sometimes the most immediate 
assistance one can provide is signing up 
for a kettle and just ringing a bell.

“That is one of  the primary needs 
we have at this time for volunteers,” 
said Major Bishop. “If  there is a person 
or a group of  people who want to help 
out at our toy depot, we can bring them 
into help sort some of  the donations we 
receive. 

“[The success of  the Kettle Campaign] 
is all representative in how many 
volunteers we have. The more volunteers 
we have, the more we are able to collect. 
That money goes towards not just 
Christmas, but it sustains us through 
the year in terms of  our community 
programming to help those in need.” 

1

2
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Families help Aurora light the lights

Hundreds gathered around the evergreen outside Aurora Town Hall on Wednesday for the ceremonial Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony. The evening provided kids a much 
better view of Santa and Mrs. Claus than last month’s snowy Santa Under the Stars Parade and many enjoyed having a second chance for a Christmas encounter. (1) The 
Northridge Brass of the Salvation Army played carols as people arrived. (2) Santa arrived in style. (3) Matthew and Melanie were excited to be on hand for the festivities 
while (4) Brenna left one of her own ornaments on the tree itself. (5) Major Brian Bishop of the Salvation Army’s Northridge Community Church helped keep Christmas 
Kettles full, and party-goers full of hot chocolate. (6) The tree in all its glory. (7) The Robertsons – Julian and Mary with parents Molly and Craig – made it a family affair 
while (8) Councillor Michael Thompson, Mary “Mary Christmas” Webster, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, and Town Crier John Webster were joined by Breanna and Casandra Connor. 
(9) Across the road at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, youngsters created some holiday crafts before (10) gathering around Mrs. Claus for a reading of “Twas the Night Before 
Christmas.”                                                     Auroran photos by David Falconer
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LOST & FOUND
FOUND – A set of  GM car keys 
in the area of  Baywell Cres-
cent, Aurora. Incl. automatic 
door unlock. To claim, call 647-
680-8336.

PAINTING HELP

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but, it you want to be there
when they do... 

Advertise 
in The Auroran, 
CLASSIFIEDS  

Call: 905-727-3300

Advertise 
in 

The Auroran 
Classifieds 

905-727-3300 

HELP WANTED

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

FOR SALE

FOR  RENT

ViNTAGE 1960s gold pair 
of  gold woven bucket chairs. 
Both in good condition. $100 
or best offer for set of  two 
pieces. Call 905-727-6497.

ONE OF NORTH AMERiCA’S 
LARGEST financial services 
companies is rapidly expand-
ing in this area. If  you desire a 
dynamic career with excellent  
income potential, call Ruth 
Greaves at 1-888-240-4767.

CLEANING

Simcoe York Group of Newspapers
“A Division of London Publishing”
Your Community Newspapers

POSITION SUMMARY:
Acting as an inside, telemarketing Junior Sales Representative, 
develops and sells commercial advertising space, to current and 
prospective advertisers through regular contact. Operates within 
assigned territory to develop maximum revenue. 

Inside Sales Representative/Telemarketing

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Developing territory: Contact with current and prospective clients.
•  All paper work associated with the advertising ordering and billing process 

to be correctly completed and submitted in a timely manner.
• Projects effi cient, confi dent and professional appearance and mannerisms.
•  Responsive to customer needs, identifi es customer complaints and ensures 

all complaints are resolved.

• Perform all other duties as assigned by the Manager.

EXPECTATIONS:
•  Have an understanding of all applicable York Simcoe Group of Newspapers 

and corresponding rates.
•  Must have a good understanding of your territory and clients, 

their potential and opportunities for growth.
•  Is willing to invest the appropriate amount of time required 

to maximize your territory’s potential.
•  Be required to own your own reliable vehicle. Possess good oral 

and written communication skills.

• Have a positive attitude and care about your clients.

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Sales Driven
• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Great Interpersonal Skills

PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUMÉ TO:
karin@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Deadline: Monday 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300    Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

CLASSIFIEDS
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FOR YOUR CLEANING RESOLUTION 
LET SPAR-CLEAN BE YOUR SOLUTION”

Seasons Greetings 
SPAR-CLEAN

 ...and 
So Are 
Your Guests 

Christmas 
is 

Coming...

 DISCOUNT10%
with this ad, refer someone receive additional 10% 

(905) 967-0445 
“privately owned and operated since 1996.”

www.spar-clean.ca

FASTEST GROwiNG compa-
ny in the history of  relation-
ship marketing. $100 Million 
our first year in one country 
one product. Be one of  the 
first in Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

CAREERBUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
LOCAL GENERAL CON-
TRATOR looking for full-
time experienced carpen-
ters/carpenter’s helpers. 
Must be hard working 
and reliable, and have 
a valid driver’s licence. 
Whimis/fall arrest/first 
aid training would be an 
asset. Email resume and 
wage expectations to: mo-
delbuilders@rogers.com. 
Only qualified candidates 
will be contacted. 

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES
• ACC PAC 
• Simply Accounting 
• Quick Books 
• M.Y.O.B

Specializing In: 

Contact: WENDY BEAMISH 
B: 416-720-4949  F: 905-503-1716
E. bookkeeper38@hotmail.com

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free
“Our Business Is People”

FULL TIME POSITIONS
Groundskeeper – Private Residence –

Full-time
In-home Sales Representatives – all GTA
Spray Painter – Custom Shop
Transportation Warehouse Foreman / Woman
Transportation CSR position –

Etobicoke - min 2 years exp.
Licensed Millwright – Bolton location, $28/ hr.
Testing Engineer – Cdn. & US travel, P.ENG

req’d, exp. with AutoCAD, AAMA, NFPA,
ASTM an asset

Quality Manager – Degree a must - $60-80K
Experienced Factory, Warehouse Workers
Machine Operators  – Saws, 
polishers, Laminators
CNC / Water Jet Operators – will train

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

BASEMENT APART-
MENT AURORA. Sepa-
rate entrance. New reno-
vation. Semi-furnished. 
Large bedroom, new 
kitchen, fireplace, 1 park-
ing spot. Includes heat 
and hydro, fridge, stove. 
Couple or single. Robert 
905-505-5218. 

Let us 
...do the CLEANING 

for you!  
References. Call maria for a

 FREE Estimate 
289-221-0880

Councillor did 
not breach 

confidentiality 
on Mavrinac 

“park”: Report

By Brock Weir

Councillor Evelyn Buck did not breach 
closed session confidentiality last month in 
discussions over the purchase of  a six acre plot 
of  land on Mavrinac Boulevard, according to 
Town Solicitor Warren Mar. 

In a report before Council this week, Mr. 
Mar and Town Clerk John Leach said “there 
did not appear to be a breach” of  closed session 
talks on November 12 when Councillor Buck 
put a potential price tag on what it might 
cost Aurora to purchase the land from Minto 

Communities.
In her comments, the Councillor said a 

potential cost for purchase could be well above 
“$2.6 million” and that “a legal fight” could 
ensue between the Town and the developer as 
earlier in the evening John Mascarin, lawyer 
for Minto, disputed a clause in the subdivision 
agreement in question which gives Aurora the 
first right of  refusal for the land. 

In their report, Mr. Leach and Mr. Mar state 
the $2.6 million price is inaccurate “based on 
the information provided in closed session.”

“It is neither appropriate nor possible for 

staff  to determine if  Councillor Buck believed 
the information she stated to be correct, or 
whether she intended to disclose confidential 
information,” they said. “The greatest concern 
comes from the release of  confidential 
information that could undermine or damage 
the Town’s position in any potential legal 
proceeding or negotiation. At this time, there 
does not appear to be any measurable loss 
or damage to the Town’s legal position or 
interests regarding the potential purchase of  
Block 208 arising from the comments made by 
Councillor Buck.”

     The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email Zach at zach@auroran.com

Carrier Delivery! 
 

Kids...looking to make some 
Extra Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch is that it will be employing the youngsters of Aurora in delivering our paper. The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora.
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From page 4

NOT EVERYONE  
needs your services all the time, but, it you want to be there when they do... Advertise in The Auroran, 

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY  
Call 905-727-3300

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

CROWN MOULDING

CLEANERS

AUTO GLASS GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO

ALUMINUM REPAIRS

CREMATION

MOVING

PAINTER

DENTAL

MEMORIALHANDYMAN

GARAGE DOOR  & ELECTRIC OPENERS

ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

You get what 
you pay for!

905-841-6334  

• Aluminum Repairs 
• Door/Window Repairs 
• Downpipe Repairs 
• Eavestrough Repairs 
• Caulking
• Eavestrough Cleaning

40 Years 
Experience

HARRISON

Your trusted source for custom glass 
showers, glass table tops and mirrors 

for over 50 years!

UPPER CANADA GLASS

905-773-5203 • shop@uppercanadaglass.ca
13110 Yonge Street, Oak Ridges, Ontario

TREE CARE

REAL ESTATE

STONE

WATER

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

PAINTER RENOVATIONS

Quality workmanship
competitive prices

Specializing in: drywall repairs, 
flooring, tiling, backsplash  

& trim work.  
Small jobs welcome. Free estimates

CGM RENOVATIONS

416-271-7762

THE BEST KEPT SECRET
IN KING!

4681 Lloydtown Aurora Road (Pottageville) 905-939-8680
Boutique Hours: Tuesdays - Saturdays 10am - 6pm

Café by Reservation Only - Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays

Delicious Lunches      Gorgeous Gardens      Unique Gift Shop

Boutique Shop with lots of
Christmas greens, gifts and berries

branch of  our government, money that should 
be aimed at real issues such as the veterans, or 
the seniors, or the youth of  Canada. The list 
continues to grow as Harper, who promised 
to reform the Senate appoints his own people 
instead of  following through on his election 
promises. 

To me it was a disgrace to see Lois Brown 
and other Harper MPs lay wreaths on the 

cenotaph in Aurora and in other communities 
to honour those who have died at the 
Remembrance Day services on November 11. 

I guess they thought that this would forgive 
all of  their shortcomings regarding their poor 
treatment of  our veterans.

 
Nigel Kean

Aurora

I have a lot of  people ask 
me if  it is worth the money 
to hire a designer for a 
project. 

Well, I know there 

are many reasons that 
stop people from hiring a 
designer: One is budget, 
and another is the fear 
of  getting a design you 
don’t like. However, using 
a design professional can, 
and should be, a good 
experience. 

It can give your home “…
continuity, function, and 
beauty.” And it doesn’t have 
to go over your budget.

When you meet with a 
designer you should already 
have done your homework:

•  Decide on a budget
• Collect color swatches 

you like
• Have pictures to 

illustrate what you like and 
what you don’t like

• Think about the 

furniture pieces you hope 
to keep

• Listen to all ideas, but 
never go against what you 
know you really like

• Listen to the 
designer (he or she is the 
professional!) but also listen 
to your heart on colors you 
like and what your end 
vision for the room is  

• And be sure to share 
that vision, as this will give 
the designer a look into 
your tastes and what you 
are looking for

What they will do for 
you is put it all together and 
make your vision a reality.

Another thing designers 
can do for you is save you 
money! (I know, you’re 
saying “What?!”). But it’s 

true. They have access to 
resources that you don’t 
for buying supplies and 
materials that will give you 
that “wow” factor for your 
home but at a reasonable 
price.  

Also, most good 
designers have a pool 
of  contractors that are 

trustworthy and reliable. 
That certainly takes some 
of  headaches out of  the 
renovation process.

But, the most important 
thing?  Designers will help 
make your house into your 
dream home!

Until next week, 
remember a good job, is a 

job well done! 
Also, if  you have 

any questions or topic 
suggestions you can reach 
me at www.facebook.
com/anastasisdesign or 
on twitter, @ADesign_
build and email, of  
course, at Anastasis@
anastasisdesign.ca.

Letter to the editor
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TWO DAYS ONLY 
WEDNESDAY, DEC 18 
THURSDAY, DEC. 19

10 a.m. till 8 p.m.

Dec. 18th & 19th

40 Engelhard Dr., Unit 2, Aurora, Ontario L4G 6X6  

(while quantities last) 

WAREHOUSE
Sale!!

For more details please go to www.brandwizard.ca

$2.19
Retail $4.48

 

Our Price

Trophy 
Nuts

$9.99
Retail $19.99

 

Our Price

$

9.99
Retail $21.99

 

Our Price

Schick 
Gift 
Set 

14.99
Retail $29.99

 

Our Price
Cetaphil 3 pk

Burt’s 
Gift Set

$4.99
Retail $7.99

 

Our Price

Listerine 
Ultraclean 1L 

$

$

14.99
Retail $40.00

 

Our Price

$ 2.99
Retail $8.98

 

Our PriceGlade 
(fits 
Airwick) $ 2.99

Retail $5.98
 

Our PriceColgate 
Bonus 
Pack 

Neostrata Prestige 
Skincare

$1.49
Retail $3.29

 

Our Price

Sunsilk 
S&C 

355ml
$ 4.99
Retail $7.97

 

Our Price

Schick 
Womens 

Disposable

$19.99
Retail $29.96

 

Our Price

Revlon Shine 
Boost 

Hair Dryer

$2.99
Retail $7.99

 

Our Price

Nivea
Shower Cream 

500ml

$2.99
Retail $6.29

 

Our Price

Lysol Fabric 
Mist 

800ml 

$4.99
Retail $8.99

 

Our Price

L’Oreal 
Preference 

Jewellery 

$ 4.99
Retail $8.49

 

Our Price

Jergens 
Overnight 
Fix 620ml 

$ 2.99
Retail $4.99

 

Our Price

Dove 
Beauty 

Bars

$ 4.99
Retail $11.49

 

Our Price

Curel 
Daily Moisture 

480ml

$ 7.99
Retail $14.99

 

Our Price

Finish 
Powerball  

60 tabs

$ 4.99
Retail $11.99

 

Our Price

Biore 
Cleanser
150ml 

$12.99
Retail $23.99

 

Our Price

Bio Oil 
125ml

$ 7.99
Retail $18.99

 

Our Price

Nivea Q10 
Skin 

Firmer 1L 

$ 3.00Retail $7.67
 

Our Price

John 
Frieda 
250ml

Nautica 
Sleepwear 

 All $5 
Retail $35

- $55

 Nautica 
Fragrance set  

 $19.99 
Retail $69.99

FROM $3
- $12

70% Off


