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SONGS FOR A NEW WORLD

Mayla Fiona and Sergio Calderon play a man and woman in the middle of  
a crossroads in Theatre Aurora’s current production of Songs For A New 
World, a unique musical theatre experience created by Jason Robert Brown 
in the mid-1990s. A “song cycle” rather than a full blown musical, it follows 
various characters, as above, as they make their way through life. The show 
runs through December 14. For more, see Page 18. 
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Council had to “protect” Town Staff, 
says defence as Buck trial continues

By Brock Weir

After more than two weeks dedicated to Councillor Evelyn Buck’s side of  things in 
her ongoing trial against former mayor Phyllis Morris, Councillors Wendy Gaertner 
and John Gallo, and former Councillors Stephen Granger, Evelina MacEachern, and Al 
Wilson, week three concluded with the defence making their case.

Lawyer David Boghosian began laying the groundwork Wednesday, rejecting 
Councillor Buck’s claim a 2009 statement by Ms. Morris and the named councillors 
published in two local papers damaged her reputation. 

The statement stemmed from a raucous Council meeting in May 2009 in which then 
local volunteer Sher St. Kitts made allegations of  harassment against Councillor Buck 
during an open forum session. Subsequent blog postings from Councillor Buck, were 
deemed to be critical to municipal staff  and the statement, the defence argues, was 
intended to support those scrutinized in the blog.

Councillor Buck claims damages of  $1 million “for misfeasance in public office and 
abuse of  power, conspiracy, intentional infliction of  mental suffering, injurious falsehood, 
breach of  confidence and breach of  privacy” with a further $1 million for “infringement 
or breach [of  her] Charter Rights of  Freedoms,” a further $1 million in punitive damages, 
and $250,000 in aggravated damages.

“Often in a case like this when their reputation is alleged to have been damaged [a 
person] comes to court saying they have lost their job, they have been shunned by their 
community [and] if  they are a politician, that they have been kicked out of  public office,” 
said Mr. Boghosian. “This is a very different case in that Ms. Buck hasn’t suffered any 

Aurora was a flurry of activity last weekend in the lead-up to the Holiday season and the official Aurora tree-lighting ceremony this Wednesday night. Above, Taylor Cain 
puts the finishing touches on a seasonal card at a special arts and crafts session held at the Aurora Cultural Centre on Saturday afternoon. Also at the Centre that morning, 
five-year-old Braden (inset) gave Santa his wish list at the annual Holiday Open House hosted by the Aurora Community Band. For more upcoming Christmas events, see 
page 21.                                          Auroran photos by David Falconer and Brock Weir
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AURORA 150 FACT:

Image courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

Toronto Hunt Club 

This is a photograph of the Toronto Hunt Club in Aurora, 
which was taken in 1923.

PUBLIC NOTICES

2014 Budget  

The Town of Aurora has started its 2014 Budget review 
sessions. Residents are invited and encouraged to have 
their voices heard by attending and speaking at an 
upcoming session: 

Tuesday, December 17 at 7 p.m.
Capital Budget

Meetings will continue into January and February 2014. 

All meetings will be held in Council Chambers, located at 
Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way. 

Public input will be received at the beginning of each 
meeting. Those who wish to speak are encouraged to 
register with the Clerk’s office in advance by emailing 
csecretariat@aurora.ca Those who do not register will 
be allowed to make a presentation if time permits.

Budget information will be posted to the Town’s website 
at www.aurora.ca/2014budget and updated throughout 
the process. For more information about the 2014 
Budget, please contact Dan Elliott, Director of Corporate 
and Finanical Services/Treasurer at 
ourtownbudget@aurora.ca

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Skylight Gallery Artists of the Month 

In December, the Skylight 
Gallery will feature the 
artwork of Maureen Joyce 
and Stella Wadsworth. 

Following a battle with 
cancer, Joyce decided to 
pursue her passion for art. 
Joyce works primarily with 
watercolours but also enjoys working with acrylic and mixed 
media. Her work can be found in private collections across 
Canada.

When Wadsworth retired, she devoted her time to her love 
of painting. She began watercolour classes in the fall of 
2003 and has since explored painting with acrylics, oils, 
mixed media as well as ink and wash. Her work can be 
found in private collections in Canada, Australia, Ireland and 
England. 

Regular viewing hours are Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.

Storytelling by the Fire 

Join the Aurora Historical Society and the Aurora Public 
Library for their holiday event, Storytelling by the Fire on 
Saturday, December 7 at 10:30 a.m. at the Hillary House, 
located at 15372 Yonge Street. Cozy up by the fire and 
enjoy holiday themed stories, songs and puppet fun.

Help us shape Aurora’s Culture 

The Town of Aurora joins leading municipalities across 
Ontario in developing its first Cultural Master Plan. The 
Plan will establish a cultural vision for the Town as well as 
identify concrete strategies and actions to support cultural 
and broader economic development goals. 

Input from the community on directions and priorities 
is critical to the success of the Cultural Master Plan. We 
invite all residents to complete a short survey that will take 
approximately 10 minutes to complete. Please visit 
www.auroraculture.ca for more information and to access 
the confidential survey.

The Evergreen Choir Christmas Concert 

The Evergreen Choir will hold their annual holiday concert 
on Saturday, December 14.

Where:  Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way

When:  2:30 p.m.

Cost:  $5 – children under 14 are free 

For tickets, please call 905-726-4767.

Salvation Army Kettle Drive 

The Town of Aurora and the Salvation Army have 
kicked-off the annual Aurora Salvation Army Kettle 
Drive, which will continue until December 24.

Contributions to this campaign will provide practical 
assistance to vulnerable members of our community at 
Christmastime and throughout the year. 

Kettles are located at the following locations in Aurora:

• Walmart

• The Real Canadian Superstore

• Metro

• Both Beer Store outlets in town

• Both LCBO outlets in town 

For more information on how to volunteer for the 
Salvation Army Kettle Drive, please call Neighbourhood 
Network at 905-726-3737 to book your preferred date, 
time and location. For more information on the Aurora 
Salvation Army Kettle Drive, please contact the Salvation 
Army at 905-895-3276. 

Dinner and a Movie   

Thunderstruck (Rated PG)
 

Where:  Aurora Public Library

When:  Saturday, December 7 
 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Ages:  11 to 14 year-olds

Price:  Entry is $3 per person and  
 pizza will be served.

For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3127. 

Catch a Ride with Operation Red Nose

Operation Red Nose helps prevent drinking and driving. It is a 
volunteer driving service provided during the holiday season to 
all drivers who have been drinking or who do not feel fit to drive 
their vehicle back home.

It is a free method of getting a safe ride in your own vehicle 
without having to drive it!

For more information on this volunteer service, please visit 
www.operationrednose.com or call 416-550-7676.

REMINDERS

Winter Parking Restrictions in effect between 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.  

It’s that time of year again, snow and ice are here. Please make it safe for 
everyone and ensure that your vehicles are not parked on the street. It is also 
important to not park over sidewalks or onto the roadway.  This is a hazard 
for residents and it severely hinders the ability of our infrastructure and 
Environmental Services staff to efficiently plow our roads and sidewalks.  
For more information on this by-law, please call 905-726-4751 or visit 
www.aurora.ca

Municipal Street Tree Block Pruning 

Residents are advised that the municipal street 
tree block pruning is underway and will continue 
through December. For a complete list of streets, 
please visit the front page of the Town’s website 
at www.aurora.ca

If you have any questions, please contact the 
Parks & Recreation department at 
905-727-3123 ext. 3223.

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
The Town of Aurora is accepting applications until Wednesday, December 4, for the 
following positions: 

• Business Support Analyst 

• Council/Committee Secretary  

For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/employment

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Thursday, December 5 7 p.m. Environmental Advisory Committee
Monday, December 9 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, December 10 7 p.m. Council
Wednesday, December 11 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Board
Thursday, December 12 7 p.m. Economic Development Advisory Committee
  Not required
Thursday, December 12 7:30 p.m. Committee of Adjustment

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca for more information

Proudly sponsored by:

Another exciting 
event brought 

to you by

Wednesday, December 4, 2013
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

• Complimentary hot    
 chocolate with a food bank donation

• Trimming of the Town tree
 (ornament supplies provided)

• Offi cial countdown with Santa for the   
 lighting of the tree starts at 7 p.m.

• Enjoy caroling with the traditional  
 sounds and accompaniment of the 
 Salvation Army Brass Band

• The Aurora Seniors’ Association hosts   
 Mrs. Claus for a reading of ‘Twas the   
 Night Before Christmas

Tree Lighting       
    CeremonyTree Lighting       
    Ceremony

Please note, we reserve the right to
cancel, amend or change activities.

Another exciting event 
brought to you by

Aurora Town Hall Courtyard
100 John West Way

Aurora Seniors’ Centre
90 John West Way
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Briefly
HONOURED FOR BRAVERY

Aurora resident James Haden will be honoured with the 
Medal of  Bravery by Governor General David Johnston on 
Thursday morning. Mr. Haden will be recognized with co-
workers Shawn Doyle of  Alliston and Gerard Robineau of  
Bowmanville for their bravery in an accident at their workplace 
in February, 2008. “On February 11, 2008, [the men] risked their 
lives to evacuate an injured co-worker at a rail yard in Concord, 
Ontario,” reads their citation. “The victim had been transferring 
the contents of  a pressurized rail car when a valve exploded, 
sending a geyser of  caustic sodium hydroxide several metres in 
all directions. After calling for help on his radio, the victim took 
refuge in a nearby safety shower. Unable to shut down the flow 
or depressurize the rail car, the three rescuers managed to reach 
the victim and transport him to a safer area. All four men were 
treated for second-degree burns to their faces and hands.” The 
Medal of  Bravery was created in 1972 to “recognize people who 
risked their lives to save or protect the lives of  others.” It is a part 
of  the Canadian Honours System.

HALL OF FAME GRANT
The fledgling Aurora Sport Hall of  Fame received a welcome 

boost last week with a three-year $192,000 grant from the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation. The money will be used to further 
“the mission, vision, and beliefs” of  the Sport Hall of  Fame to 
honour, celebrate and preserve Aurora’s sport history and merit. 
“The grant…demonstrates their interest and commitment to 
communities like ours to preserve and share our sport history 
and to value it as part of  our local culture. The grant will provide 
the resources for our volunteers to build a sustainable Sports Hall 
of  Fame that will be a source of  pride for Aurora.”

OFFICER REMEMBERED
York Regional Police are mourning the death of  Constable 

Michael Pegg, who died Friday after training exercises in 
Vaughan. A 10 year veteran of  the YRP focused on the Air Support 
Unit, Police said Pegg sustained a broken leg during training on 
November 12 and underwent surgery on November 15. He had 
been hospitalized since that time and the cause of  death has yet 
to be determined. 

Financial Planners, Investment & Retirement Planning are representatives of BMO Investments Inc.,
a financial services firm and a separate legal entity from Bank of Montreal. ®* “Nesbitt Burns” is a
registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Corporation Limited, used under licence. Member CIPF.
® Registered trade-mark of Bank of Montreal.

We invite you to meet
your branch team.
At our Wellington & Bayview Branch, we’re here to answer
your questions and provide financial solutions that will
work for you. Visit us at 668 Wellington Street East.

Michael Farzaneh
Branch Manager
905-717-0040

Marica Vujinovic
Assistant Branch Manager
905-717-0038

Natalia Engel
Financial Service Manager
905-717-1414

Khaled Seaydoun
Financial Service Manager
905-717-0017
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Saturday 9 - 4
Sunday 12 - 4
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THE BEST KEPT SECRET
IN KING!

4681 Lloydtown Aurora Road (Pottageville) 905-939-8680
Boutique Hours: Tuesdays - Saturdays 10am - 6pm

Café by Reservation Only - Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays

Delicious Lunches      Gorgeous Gardens      Unique Gift Shop

Boutique Shop with lots of
Christmas greens, gifts and berries

On November 14, The Town of Aurora closed the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
(AFLC) for reconstruction for approximately one year. The closure was approved 
by Town Council in order to re-build and enhance existing facilities as well as 
create a new community space for youth. Many of the services that were offered 
at the AFLC have been moved to the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex during 
reconstruction. However, residents are advised that: 

•	Squash courts are operational with limited access to registered members only
•	The arena is open for rentals
•	Public skating is available at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 

located at 1400 Wellington Street East

November construction update in brief
 Jasper Construction was awarded the tender for construction
 Demolition has commenced within the building
 Outdoor fences have been installed
 Outdoor signage will be installed in front of the property

ARTIST RENDERING

AURORA FAMILY LEISURE COMPLEX
project update #1

Stay tuned here for monthly project  
progress updates. 

Call 905-727-1375 or visit our website 
www.aurora.ca/NewAFLC for additional 
information.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper, accompanied by Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown, launched a series of 
budget consultations in the riding on Thursday afternoon. This roundtable took place at Canadian Plastics in  
Newmarket.              Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Prime Minister kicks off budget talks in Newmarket-Aurora
By Brock Weir

The countdown is on for 
the 2014 Federal Budget and 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper started the clock here 
in Newmarket-Aurora on 
Thursday. 

Accompanied by 
Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois 
Brown, Mr. Harper held 
an economic roundtable 
at Newmarket’s Canadian 
Plastics Group. The visit 
was dual purpose – to give 
local manufacturers from 
around York Region and the 
Greater Toronto Area the 
opportunity to weigh in on 
their concerns in advance of  
the budget, but also talk about 
the opportunity to break into 
new markets in Europe. 

“This is the first of  our 
meetings across the country, 
the kick-off  of  hundreds 
of  meetings with myself, 
Ministers, Members of  

Parliament and others on 
pre-budget consultations for 
our Economic Action Plan 
for 2014,” said Mr. Harper. 

“We will continue to have 
as our focus jobs, growth and 
long-term prosperity. Canada 
continues to do reasonably 
well and Canadians feel 
reasonably good, but we are 
continuing [to live] in a very 
uncertain world.”

He added over the weeks 
ahead, his team would be 
hearing a range of  ideas from 
a variety of  participants 
in the context of  their 
“determination to balance 
the budget over the next 
couple of  years” and make 
sure Canada’s “advantageous 
fiscal position” is secured in 
the long term. 

The Prime Minister’s 
was the latest economic 
push in the riding, following 
a roundtable held earlier in 
November with Ms. Brown 

to introduce the Canada 
European Trade Agreement 
(CETA). 

Whether curious, excited, 
or armed with questions and 
concerns, businesses leaders 
from Aurora and Newmarket 
gathered November 14 to 
learn more about breaking 
into the European market.

 “I really want to bring 
people together to talk about 
the new CETA agreement 
that we signed,” Ms. Brown 
told The Auroran. “It is a 
framework agreement for us 
to go forward on a free trade 
agreement with Europe. 
We know it is going to offer 
opportunities for jobs across 
Canada.”

An estimated 80,000 – 
100,000 new jobs will be 
created through the plan, she 
added, also paving the way 
for access to “half  a billion 
people” in Europe, each and 
every one of  them potential 

new customers. 
“We are going to have 

access to new things from 
Europe and I can’t wait to 
get French fashion here at 
North American prices!” Ms. 
Brown joked.

“The more opportunities 
we can have for business, the 
better we all are. People are 
excited for this agreement. 
This is better than the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement and this is the 
biggest free trade agreement 
we have ever signed. It’s just 
the fact we are accessing an 
enormous new place to sell 
our own products means 
that our companies are the 
ones who are going to be 
benefiting from this.”
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It is a common refrain heard year in 
and year out that something needs to 
be done to bring people into Aurora’s 
Downtown Core. 

Hundreds of  hours have been spent 
sitting around various tables, out on 
the road on fact finding missions, and 
hundreds of  thousands of  dollars have 
been spent on legwork and paperwork, 
but little has ultimately come forward. 

Things could take a tremendous 
step forward if  Council decides to 
move ahead with recommendations 
in the draft Community Improvement 
Plan, a formula which could, among 
other incentives, provide public 
money to help business owners 
in downtown heritage buildings 
spruce up their storefronts and 
facades and provide tax breaks and 
other incentives to “intensify” and 
redevelop their properties. 

Some of  these measures are good 
ideas, and inevitably they will be a 
tough sell to taxpayers but, to repeat 
an equally common refrain – and one 
heard particularly often over the last 
few weeks – it is a step forward. 

Around the holiday season, 
however, the perennial problem of  
getting bodies Downtown…well, it 
takes a holiday. 

There was a flurry of  activity on 
Saturday as hundreds of  people took 
part in the annual bazaar at Trinity 
Anglican Church, before hopping 
across the street to take in a full plate 
of  activities including the annual 
Christmas Market hosted by the 
Aurora Community Band, the final 
day of  Bene Acta Vita, the art show 
and sale tribute to Dorothy Clark 
McClure, and family crafts in the 
basement. 

Seasonal crafts and products in 
hand – and maybe a piece or two 
of  Dorothy’s work – the next stop 
was next door at the Aurora Public 
Library for the annual book sale 
hosted by the Optimist Club of  
Aurora. From there, people had the 
option of  returning for more books on 
Sunday or heading up the hill to the 
Cultural Centre again for the annual 
“Special O” holiday craft and sale to 
benefit our local Special Olympics 
Athletes. In addition to these special 
holiday activities, people were also 
seen heading into Caruso & Company 

for some Christmas merriment and/
or heading up Yonge Street a few 
stores to Aurora Downtown Hardware 
for some unusual and unique deals to 
be found in Mike and Lorraine Evans’ 
retirement sale. 

Wherever their ultimate 
destination over the weekend, the 
people provided a bustling scene on 
both days, to be sure, and I’d wager 
downtown revitalization was the 
furthest thing from their minds. On 
the other hand, with cars parked 
along both sides of  a healthy stretch 
of  Victoria Street, and unhealthy 
mayhem unfolding in the parking 
lot at the Aurora Public Library and 
the postage stamp-sized parking lot 
behind the Cultural Centre, parking 
might have been a more pressing 
concern. 

Over the last few months we have 
heard from a couple of  Councillors 
that their fellow Council members 
were either “rushing” things by 
going forward with plans for the old 
public library building after 12 years 
of  nothingness and, barring that, 
making a wrong move with little 
public consultation. 

Admittedly, public consultation has 
been limited, but it has not been due 
to lack of  effort. Two public sessions 
to figure out what to do with Library 
Square were publicized far and wide. 
Perhaps there has been a lack of  
engagement, but maybe it is as good 
as it is going to get. 

If  those looking to take a public 
pulse wanted to think outside the box, 
standing at the corner of  Victoria and 
Church with a clipboard on Saturday 
to see what they wanted to see happen 
at the old library, that would have been 
the time to do it. If  they had, I still think 

knocking down the relics and either 
building something new with parking, 
or creating an open space would still 
be the two recommendations on the 
table. Anything that would alleviate 
parking. 

Now that Council has decided to 
put some meat on its bones, it will 
be interesting to see whether they 
can pluck up the courage to make a 
decision, or whether it will have to be 
up to the 2018-2022 term of  Council to 
get the job done. 

By that time, should Council’s 
decision last week to put two very 
important questions on next year’s 
election ballot bear fruit – Library 
Square could be blessed with a 
passionate Councillor in that 
particular ward advocating on behalf  
of  his or her residents to alleviate 
parking pandemonium. 

Although I remain firm in my 
conviction that adopting a ward 
system would be an unwelcome move 
in Aurora, some issues this year have 
made me question how different our 
current civic landscape would be if  
Aurorans faced the question on the 
2010 ballot. 

Would a Councillor dedicated to 
championing the future of  the chunk 
of  Aurora southeast of  Yonge and 
Wellington been able to influence 
Council on finalizing Library Square’s 
future back in 2011? Would a ward 
Councillor in Aurora’s southeast 
corner been able to scream bloody 
murder far earlier in the term if  
they suspected something amiss on 
a grading application on Longthorpe 
Court, thus avoiding our three month 
nightmare over three relatively 
insignificant trees? 

Would a ward Councillor, 
channeling the energies of  his or 
her respective constituents, pull any 
more weight in what is sure to be an 
interesting upcoming battle between 
the Town of  Aurora and Minto 
Communities over a potential piece 
of  six acre parkland in the Mavrinac 
neighbourhood? 

Probably not. And given the 
unlikely event over 50 per cent 
of  eligible Aurorans head to the 
municipal polls next year, these are 
likely hypotheticals which will never 
be answered.

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.
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Machell’s CornersLetter to the editor
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“Brother’s” legacy  
lived on in parade

We lost our brother just before the Santa Claus 
Parade. 

The Knights of  Columbus (K of  C) is a fraternal 
brotherhood. Councils are typically linked to Catholic 
church parishes and members are Catholic men. 
Members refer to each other as “brother.”

The K of  C organization is named after Christopher 
Columbus. In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue in 
the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Maria. The Santa 
Maria was approximately 69 feet in length. 

Mike MacNamara, a long-serving member of  the K of  
C Council executive had a vision to promote and bring 
visibility to the K of  C Aurora Council by creating a 
replica of  the Santa Maria.

The replica ship is built to be 1/3 scale (approximately 
23 feet in length).

Under Mike’s leadership, Knights volunteered their 
time, talent and treasure every Saturday morning in the 
woodworking shop on Industrial Parkway, donated by 
Reilly Lock Group.

13 months ago when Mike’s cancer was diagnosed as 
terminal, Mike responded by increasing his volunteer 
hours in the project.

Accompanied by his son, Rupert, they toiled on the 
boat on a daily basis, up to about two to three weeks prior 
to Mike’s passing. Mike would encourage the volunteers 
by saying, ‘there is no earthy payment for our time and 
service; our reward will be out of  this world.”

Mike’s personal goal was to be on the ship during its 
inaugural appearance in this year’s Santa Claus Parade. 
However, on the Sunday night before in the middle of  the 
wind and rain storm, with Aurora blackened by a power 
outage, Mike’s family lit candles around his bedside as 
he took his last breath.

His crew dedicated the boat in his honour and 
installed his picture onboard. The parade float was 
pulled by Peter Diamond of  Diamond Landscaping, but 
we are sure Mike was on it. 

The Santa Maria Replica Ship project has been 
financed solely by donations from the members of  the 
K of  C Aurora Council #6519, Our Lady of  Grace Parish.

The Knights of  Columbus Aurora Council raises 
funds to support local charities such as the Aurora 
Food Pantry, Rose of  Sharon, Pro Life, Special Olympics 
and many more. The Aurora Council also sponsors a 
basketball free throw and substance abuse poster contest 
for our youth.

The Parade Float will find a new home this week 
in premises donated by Mary Rice and her family, 
especially her son Mike Rice and on behalf  of  the entire 
Rice Commercial Group.

Claude Arcand and
Ernie Petrasovic 

Knights of Columbus Aurora Council 
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My almost ten year old son Ryan is 
learning about government in his grade 
five class at Devins Drive Public School. 

He had mentioned to his teacher a 
while back that I have been involved for a 
long time as a political volunteer. Ms. Park 
extended me an invitation to come in and 
discuss government with her class.

I readily accepted.
I met with Ms. Park’s class during the 

afternoon of  Tuesday November 26, and 
what a fun time I had.

I had an hour and twenty minutes to 
fill so rather than just do a question and 
answer session - and as I know a picture 
is worth a thousand words - I put together 
a power point presentation (augmented 
with two large maps of  the Canadian and 
Ontario electoral district maps).

As I was hoping that this would be a very 
interactive session, I had lots of  questions 
for the students as well.

I first started off  by telling the class that 
I had been a political volunteer for over 
thirty one years – longer than their teacher 
had been around!

We then discussed the size of  Canada; 
the number of  provinces and territories, 
and what representative government and 
British Parliamentary Democracy is about.

I was amazed at both their knowledge 
and the types of  questions they asked me.

Most of  the 
students know who 
the Prime Minister 
is, who the Premier 
is, and a surprising 
number did know 
who our MP (Lois 
Brown) and our local 
MPP (Frank Klees) 
is. And the Mayor 
should be happy as 
a bunch of  students 
know who Geoff  
Dawe is.

I showed the class some slides about 
the 308 districts that make up Canada’s 
electoral system, then I put up a chart 
that showed the number of  seats that the 
individual parties currently hold and in 
what province. 

We had a good discussion regarding 
these figures and where the geographic 
strengths lie of  the respective federal 
political parties.

Then we discussed the provincial 
legislature and compared the situation 
in Ottawa – a majority Conservative 
government – with what is happening at 
Queen’s Park – a minority government 
headed by the Liberals.

What was really interesting for me was 
coming up with a good way to describe 

“Left Wing” from “Right 
Wing” and the concept of  
the political spectrum. 

I found a good chart on 
the web produced by staff  
at Markville Secondary 
School and scrubbed it to 
make it more effective for 
the class to understand 
and then made a small 
diagram showing where 
the political parties sit - in 
ideological terms - along 
the political spectrum.

The children were very fascinated when 
I told them how many adults don’t vote in 
Federal, Provincial and Municipal elections 
and they could not believe it when I said 
that over 62% of  eligible voters did not vote 
in the last Aurora municipal election.

We also talked about the Parti Quebecois 
and their raison d’être, among a great many 
other topics.

The class seemed to get a real kick out of  
my final slides on energy. I was explaining 
to them that because I develop power 
projects across the country that I deal with 
governments at all levels.

We discussed the different types of  
energy generation and how it goes from the 
power station across the transmission lines 
and then to the distribution lines before 

the electrons finally get into their homes or 
school.

The class got a charge out of  the small 
scale General Electric wind turbine model 
that I brought in. This turbine contained 
a small cow figure which helped to put the 
immense size of  the real wind turbine (over 
300 feet high) in perspective for the children.

The final message that I left the twenty 
odd students with was this: “If  you only 
remember one thing that we have discussed 
from the last hour and twenty minutes, it is 
that when you are 18 years old, and eligible 
to vote, that you do so – for whichever 
political party you choose.”

At the end of  our session the students 
were kind enough to present me with a 
large handmade Thank You card that was 
signed by all of  them.

My thanks to Ms. Park and the entire 
Grade Five class for making me feel so 
welcome.

The last word goes to my son.
At the end of  our group discussion, Ryan 

came up to me, gave me a hug in the middle 
of  the classroom and said “that was a lot 
better than I thought it was going to be”.

A nice ending to a wonderful afternoon!

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

FINAL RESULTS OF PREVIOUS POLL

Discussing Government with Ms. Park’s Grade 5 Class at Devins Drive P.S. 

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Employers invited to apply  
to Canada Summer Jobs

Employers can now apply for Canada 
Summer Jobs 2014 funding, which each 
year helps students gain the skills and 
experience they need while earning 
money for the upcoming school year. The 
employer application period for Canada 
Summer Jobs has changed. Applications 
are now available at servicecanada.gc.ca/
csj and must be submitted by January 31, 
2014. 

These new timelines mean successful 
employers will be notified sooner and 
have more time to recruit students. 
Funding will be available to not-for-profit 
organizations, public-sector employers 
and small businesses. Young people aged 
15 to 30, who are full-time students and 
intend to return to school in the fall, can 
qualify for these job opportunities. 

Nearly 100 students were assisted in 
Newmarket-Aurora this past summer 
through Canada Summer Jobs.

Putting Victims First
Our Conservative Government has 

reinstated the Not Criminally Responsible 
Reform Act to ensure that public safety is 
paramount when dealing with persons 
found to be Not Criminally Responsible 
on Account of  Mental Disorder (NCR). 

Under current law, offenders found 
NCR can be released in a few years; free 
to live in any community, even where 
their victims or families reside. There 
is no warning or protection under 

current law to keep victims 
and other law-abiding 
Canadians safe. This is a 
gap in the justice system 
that must be addressed. The 
Not Criminally Responsible 
Reform Act will solve this 
by:

Putting public safety 
first by giving it paramount 
consideration in the 
decision-making process 
relating to accused persons 
found to be NCR. Such individuals would 
not be entitled to unescorted passes, 
and could only obtain an escorted pass 
in narrow circumstances, subject to 
sufficient conditions to protect public 
safety.

 Creating a high-risk designation 
which means that a designated high-risk 
NCR individual will be held in custody 
until their designation is revoked by a 
court.

 Enhancing victim’s rights by 
ensuring their concerns are considered 
when decisions are made about accused 
persons found NCR. Victims will be 
notified when an NCR accused is 
discharged and where they intend to 
reside, and non-communications orders 
between an NCR accused and the victim 
will be allowed.

 This legislation is another step 
towards ensuring that offenders are held 
accountable for their actions, and that 
victim’s rights are put first.

Parliamentary Guide 
Recruitment Underway
From Victoria Day 

to Labour Day, the 
Parliamentary Guide 
Recruitment program 
offers university students 
the unique opportunity 
of  working on Parliament 
Hill while acquiring new 
skills and ensuring that 
thousands of  visitors have 
access to guided tours of  

Parliament. 
Candidates must be Canadian 

citizens or permanent residents, attend 
university, speak fluently in both official 
languages and be available for full time 
employment from April 27 to September 
1, 2014. For more information, visit www.
parl.gc.ca/guides. Deadline to apply to 
the Parliamentary Guide Program is 
January 15, 2014.

On track for balanced budgets
Standard and Poor’s has once again 

confirmed the federal government’s 
triple-A credit rating. Its report 
highlighted our stable and credible 
policymaking and highly resilient 
economy, even in the face of  a fragile 
global economy, as factors behind this 
success. With over one million net new 
jobs created since the worst of  the 
recession in 2009, Canada has the best job 
creation and lowest debt levels of  all G-7 
countries. 

As the Canadian economy continues 
its recovery, we turn our heads to the next 
step in the process – transitioning back 
to long-term balanced budgets starting in 
2015.  As confirmed in the government’s 
Annual Financial Report, the deficit last 
year fell by $7.4 billion from the year 
before. We remain on track to balance the 
budget in 2015, with an expected surplus 
of  $3.7 billion in 2015–16. 

Importantly, we are doing this without 
raising taxes or cutting transfer payments 
to the provinces - in fact - we have nearly 
doubled transfer payments to Ontario 
since we took office and cut taxes over 160 
times.  We’ve also identified and rooted 
out wasteful spending and introduced  
common sense efficiencies to improve the 
way government does business. 

The effect of  these actions is that 
government revenue as a percentage of  
GDP is at its lowest level in over 50 years. 
When government is more efficient and 
effective instead of  large and bloated, 
more money is left in the pockets of  
Canadian families and business – where 
it belongs.

Direct government program spending 
has fallen by over five billion dollars over 
the past three straight years. This is a first 
for any government in Canada - never in 
our history has direct program spending 
fallen for three consecutive years. 

If  you would like to contact me on 
any issue, please call 905-953-7515 or visit 
my website at www.loisbrown.ca. I look 
forward to hearing from you.

NEW 
AURORAN POLL

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

Should Aurora introduce a “clear bag”  
program for garbage collection?
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LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

Although there have been 
a few exterior changes 
to the house, particular-
ly to its east façade fac-
ing Yonge Street, Hillary 
House remains largely 
unchanged from the turn-
of-the-century photo that 
appeared here last week, 
the latest in historian 
John McIntyre’s series of 
local buildings pre-dating 
the founding of Aurora in 
1863. Hillary House will be 
a flurry of holiday activi-
ty in the next few weeks. 
For more, please see our 
Coming Events listing. 
Photo courtesy of the 
Aurora Historical Society

Should Aurora adopt a ward
system for Council in time  

for the 2018 term?

  (A)   Yes
  (B)   No
  (C)   Unsure
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A u r o r a ’ s 
“best-in-class” 
Santa under the 
Stars Parade was 
held on Saturday, 
November 23. 
Well, it was more 
like Santa under 
the snowstorm 
parade! What an 
experience. 

But, as Sheila 
and Hildegard, 
our very special 
Santa elves said 
afterwards, they 
wouldn’t have 
missed it for the world. 
It made their Christmas 
special, sitting in the 
century old sleigh and 
waving and wishing all 
those brave Aurorans and 
all their family and friends a 
very Merry Christmas and 
best wishes for the holiday 
season. 

To see the brave faces 
of  all those children and 
grandchildren who came out 
in the bleakest of  weather to 
experience the parade was 
an inspiration to all of  those 
who participated. 

Volunteers of  the Aurora 
Seniors’ Association are 
to be commended for their 
efforts in making our 
participation in the parade 
such a success. Nobody 
got hurt and nobody got 
frostbite. We didn’t get 
stuck in the snow either! 
A special shout-out goes to 
Lee, Jim, Ron and others 
who engineered, built, and 
entered the parade float 
to celebrate the Aurora 
Seniors’ commitment to 
the community and their 
celebration of  Christmas 
and the Holiday Season. 

Also, a special thank-you 
goes out to our wonderful 
senior-elves Hildegard and 
Sheila who also contributed 
all the candy for distribution 
to the children and 
grandchildren of  Aurora 
to enjoy at the Aurora 
Christmas Tree lighting. 

This great parade 
will certainly go down in 
history as the parade that 
showed the endurance and 
commitment of  the citizens 
of  all ages of  Aurora in 
celebration of  community 
spirit and Christmas love 
and faith.

Twelve days of  
Seniors’ Christmas

I made a special point 
of  dropping by the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre for twelve 
days recently to include 
in this column the twelve 
days of  caring and giving 

that I really 
do observe 52 
weeks a year 
at the Centre. 

I had 
discussions 
with seniors 
on how we 
can best 
c o n t r i b u t e 
to the 
Philippines 
relief  effort. 
On November 
8, 2013 one of  
the largest 

typhoons ever 
recorded ripped through the 
Philippines. 12 million lives 
are at risk and over 4 million 
children are in danger. 
These children and families 
need help now. Seniors in 
Aurora are there to help.

Seniors also generously 
donated to the Aurora Food 
Pantry. Aurora seniors are 
there to help. 

Also, I met John Abel just 
prior to the parade and John 
expressed his appreciation 
for the strong support 
seniors have provided to the 
Salvation Army Kettle Drive 
by manning the kettle at the 
local Aurora Superstore. 

Please, never walk past a 
volunteer for the Salvation 
army Kettle Drive without 
making a contribution to 
this worthy effort. I know 
of  few other causes that 
contribute so significantly 
to those less fortunate in our 
communities. 

The twelve days of  
Seniors Christmas: On the 
twelfth day of  Christmas 
I saw 12 seniors dancing; 
11 choir members singing; 
10 volunteers serving; 9 
Naughty Knitters Knitting; 
8 Board Members doing 
Board stuff; 7 Windows 
7 Drop-Ins; 6 carvers 
carving; 5 “Golden Years”; 4 
Pickleballers; 3 Moon shots; 
2 Bocce Courts and a float in 
the Santa-Storm Parade!

Jimmy’s last word: I am 
going to quote Linus Van 
Pelt – “I never thought it was 
such a bad little tree. It’s not 
bad at all, really. Maybe it 
just needs a little love.

 “And that’s what 
Christmas is all about 
Charlie Brown.”

For more information 
on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to offer, 
drop by 90 John West Way, 
visit the web site www.
auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com 
or call 905-726-4767 between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday.

From page 1

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

SENIOR
SCAPE

Jim L. Abram

Canada’s Largest Choose & Cut Farm
Choose & cut trees, wreaths, garland & greenery. 
Santa Claus welcoming visitors in his home, 
magician, face painters, horse drawn wagon 
rides, bon fire and delicious country fare on 
weekends. Open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, weekend 
activities 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Weekend festivities 
begin Nov. 17th.

The Evergreen Store
Complete source for Home Décor, seasonal 
decorating and gifts. Open now 7 days a week!

705-424-9719 | 6635 Simcoe Road 56
RR#1 Egbert, ON L0L 1L0
info@drysdales.ca | www.drysdales.ca

15 minutes
from Barrie!

Weddings, Corporate  
Events & Gift Certificate 

Programs

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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Our desserts and breads are made from 
“scratch recipes”and the �nest ingredients.

Place an order, then relax with family and friends.

HURST BAKERY 
15543 Yonge St., Aurora    905-841-0278

We do!
Let us help

Who has the time 
and energy for 
holiday baking?

damages or losses. 
“Most significantly, not 

only wasn’t she kicked out 
of  public office, she actually 
got more votes after the 
events at issue than she had 
in the previous election.”

Mr. Boghosian argued 
this is a case about a 
Councillor wanting to 
preserve her “legacy”, her 
own sense of  a “record” 
in Aurora’s public life, but 
suggested there was “even 
more to the lawsuit than 
that.”

Going back to the 
events that started it all, 
he claimed that “lashing 
out” on her blog at Ms. St. 
Kitts when she came to the 
podium, Ms. Morris, or 
any of  the councillors in 
question would have been 
“fair game” but Councillor 
Buck took things a “step 
too far” when she “focused 
her anger and her venting 
at defenceless staff.”

But the real meat 
of  the case is the blogs 
that stemmed from this, 
he continued, alleging 
Councillor Buck accused 
town staff  of, among other 
things, conspiracy and 
breach of  trust. All serious 
allegations, he said, against 
staff  who are “not in a 
position to respond in kind 
in a public forum.”

“I am going to ask you 
to conclude at the end of  
the day that my clients’ 
decisions and actions were 
based on a genuine desire 
to protect and support staff  
and to ensure [these] kids 
of  attacks on staff  did not 
happen in the future,” Mr. 
Boghosian told the jury of  
four men and two women. 

“My clients were 
concerned about the 
blog posts and the staff  
that were named were 
concerned as well. Rather 
than taking immediate 
action on their own, they 
did the prudent thing. 
They did the thing Ms. 
Buck herself  has blogged 
was the prudent thing to 
do and that was consult 
legal advice to make sure 
you are on firm ground 
for launching a Code of  
Conduct complaint.”

Mr. Boghosian said 
the Councillors hired a 
“specialist in municipal 
law” in John Mascarin, 
who was his first witness 
as the trial progressed last 

week, to see if  Ms. Buck 
contravened the Code of  
Conduct. He found against 
Councillor Buck and 
recommended an “informal 
complaint.”

Arguing that this could 
have been avoided had 
Councillor Buck simply 
apologised or issued a 
retraction, she refused to do 
so and then tried to “deflect 
criticism” by claiming 
her free speech was under 
attack and she was being 
“muzzled” as a critic of  the 
administration.

“Each and every action 
that was taken was based 
on the desire to protect 
and support staff,” said Mr. 
Boghosian in his defence. 
“There was no effort to 
stop her from criticising 
Councillors or to complain 
about policies of  the Town. 

“We say our clients 
publically published that 
statement as a matter of  
public interest based on 
legal advice. We say that 
my clients acted in good 
faith for the sole purpose of  
protecting and supporting 
Town Staff  and to stop 
further attacks on staff  
from happening in the 
future and not in any way 
to injure or muzzle Ms. 
Buck as she has been trying 
to claim to deflect criticism 
from herself. 

The claims have not 
been proven in court. The 
case continues this week. 

Lawyers on both sides 
told the court they hoped 
to wrap the case by this 
Friday.

Buck’s election results refute “damages” claim, says lawyer

Santa Under 
the Stars 

Parade 905-503-0803

Aurora Village Plaza 
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receive 20% OFF! 
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Continued on page 11

Imagine thirty to forty 
years ago if  you were told that 
lasers would replace scalpels 
in surgery or that robotic 
instruments would build cars; 
you may not have believed 
it. By the same token, would 
you believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be performed 
using a special hand-held 
instrument developed by 
NASA scientists, all while 
you were sitting in an upright 
position without any turning 
or twisting movements? 

Advances in computers and 
engineering technologies have 
been able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in order 
to both analyze and treat the 
human body in such a way that 
was never before realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This new 
form of  computerized treatment is so gentle 
and effective, that it amazes even the most 
skeptical patients. It’s called the ProAdjuster 
and is the latest, state-of-the-art technology in 
existence today, and the only one in the north 
Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints to 
remove the nerve impingement that is often 
the cause of  pains in the lower back, neck, 
shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. It also 
works on a variety of  muscular conditions to 
loosen tight muscles with ease and comfort. 
Many patients say that it’s like getting a mini-
massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this is 
a chiropractic treatment and does not cost you 
anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” 
He says that  “Even though traditional forms 
of  adjusting also work, people are drawn to 

this new technique because of  
how gentle it is and does not 
involve any twisting, especially 
in the neck. Many people 
love getting adjusted with 
traditional manual techniques, 
all of  which are safe and 
effective. But there are a large 
number of  people who never 
get to experience the amazing 
benefits of  chiropractic 
because they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted in that 
way,” says Dr. Eastman. Now, 
there is no longer a reason to 
be leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who has 
been thinking about going 
to a chiropractor, but hasn’t 
yet made that decision. Dr. 
Eastman wants everyone to be 
able to experience these same 

benefits and if  you have any of  the following 
conditions, the ProAdjuster may be the answer 
you’ve been looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort           • Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain                 • Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      • Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                  • Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   • Arthritis 
• Headaches                              • Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s 
safe for individuals of  all ages. Call our 
office today and mention this article to 
receive a FREE ProAdjuster analysis to 
pin-point your problem areas and to see 
how the ProAdjuster can help. Call within  
the next 7 days and you will also receive 
a complimentary nerve stress scan and 
computerized muscle test/semg that can 
show the areas of  your stress and how it’s 
affecting your body. Call 905-773-2225 today 
to reserve your free ProAdjuster Analysis 
Scan. (reg. $90) 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may no 
longer have to live with a persistent, painful 
condition. Call us today at 905-773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing 
malfunction and pain. 

F A S H I O N  H O U S E

to our team!
Farah is an experienced colour specialist 

and hair stylist!

Book your appointment 
with FARAH 

AND RECEIVE 15% OFF
e — salon@yelloworange.ca
Book online at www.yelloworange.ca
HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY 9AM–9PM • TUESDAY 9AM-7:30PM • WEDENSDAY 9AM–7:30PM • THURSDAY 9AM–9PM • FRIDAY 9AM–9PM • SATURDAY 9AM–5PM • SUNDAY closed

15171 Yonge Street  Aurora
t – 905 726 8141

Welcoming Farah Zareian 

Expires January 31, 2014

DESIGNER’S EDGE
HAIR CARE 

your beauty 
is our passion

14 Wellington St. E. (Just east of Yonge behind the TD Bank)

Aurora • 905-727-0100

Specializing in 
• corrective colour 
• precision Hair Cutting

Tired of your colour?
Let’s Talk. Come in for a 

FREE CONSULTATION.

Former mayor threw Councillor “under the bus”, testifies resident
By Jeff Doner and Brock Weir

Former mayor Phyllis 
Morris threw Councillor 
Evelyn Buck “under the 
bus” in events leading up 
to the Councillor’s lawsuit 
against  Ms. Morris, and 
members of  the last term of  
Council. 

These were the words 
of  Aurora resident Peter 
Storms as he took to the 
stand as one of  the final 
witnesses called to testify 
on Councillor Buck’s 
behalf  last week. David 
Boghosian, lawyer for Ms. 
Morris, Councillors Wendy 
Gaertner and John Gallo, 
and former councillors 
Stephen Granger, Evelina 
MacEachern, and Al 
Wilson made their case the 
following afternoon. 

Mr. Storms, an Aurora 
resident of  20 years, and 
a campaign volunteer for 
former mayor Tim Jones, 
told the court he reached 
out to Councillor Buck’s 
lawyer that weekend after 
reading The Auroran. 
What caught his eye were 

comments relating to a May, 
2009 Council meeting where 
volunteer Sher St. Kitts came 
to Council’s Open Forum to 
raise issue with what she 
claimed was “harassment” 
from Councillor Buck. 

Mr. Storms said he saw the 
meeting unfold on television 
that evening and Ms. Morris 
did not “defend” her fellow 
Council member. He then 
claimed he had a chance 
encounter with Ms. Morris 
at a local supermarket soon 
after where he mentioned 
the “interesting theatre in a 
recent Council meeting.” 

Mr. Storms said he 
observed Ms. Morris as 
“agitated” and “almost 
angry” before she referred 
to Councillor Buck as an 
“old cow”, “senile”, and “a 
nuisance.”

It seemed to him, he said, 
that Ms. Morris had thrown 
Councillor Buck “under the 
bus again.”

Countering his claims, 
Mr. Boghosian underscored 
Mr. Storms’ volunteerism 
with Mr. Jones’ campaign, 
including his last mayoral 

campaign in which Ms. 
Morris handily beat Mr. 
Jones to the post.

Ms. Morris disputed Mr. 
Storms’ claims on Monday.

Last Tuesday’s testimony 
included words from Town 
Clerk John Leach, and 
former councillor Grace 
Marsh who served on the 
2006 term of  Council until 
her resignation in 2008, who 
spoke of  her relationship 
with Councillor Buck during 
their Council time together.

“I believe Evelyn is 
extremely honest,” said Ms. 
Marsh. “I think she has a 
high level of  integrity with 
me, personally.” 

Ms. Marsh’s testimony 
was followed by John 
Rogers, CAO for the Town 
of  Aurora between 2005 and 
2008. Mr. Rogers told the 
court he had known Ms. 
Buck professionally for over 
25 years and characterized 
her as an “extremely honest 
person” with an honesty “so 
strong and direct you don’t 
want to hear it.”

“Integrity has always, 
in the political arena, been 

there,” he said. 
Mr. Boghosian pointed 

out Mr. Rogers was 
terminated as CAO by the 
former Council of  which six 
of  his clients were members. 

Morris, Councillors testify as Buck trial winds towards a close
By Brock Weir

Former Aurora mayor Phyllis Morris and members 
of  the last term of  Council continue their testimony 
this week as Councillor Buck’s trial draws to a close. 

Lawyer John Mascarin was the first witness to take 
the stand for the defence. He told the court Wednesday 
he was asked initially to review two specific entries 
on Councillor Buck’s blog and advise if  he had any 
concerns “with respect to a possible contravention” of  
Aurora’s Code of  Conduct and procedural bylaws. 

Although he said he was given direction to look 
at the two blog posts in question, he thought it was 
“appropriate” to look at further blog posts on the 
website as well as comments made elsewhere to provide 
some “context.”

“I provided my complete opinion and I was asked a 
number of  questions with respect to it, and that would 
have included a summary of  my findings, my rationale, 
and then my conclusions,” said Mascarin. “I had 
numerous concerns with the blog postings and possibly 
having contravened various provisions of  the Code of  
conduct.” 

Directed to blog posts by defence lawyer David 
Boghosian, Mascarin said there was “certainly 
derogatory language” in the passages.

Upon review of  similar posts, he said he made 
recommendations on how to rectify the situation before 
proceeding further. A letter was produced to Morris, 
Evelina MacEachern, and Bob McRoberts before being 
sent to Buck asking her to apologise for her claims, but 
McRoberts suggested it should be toned town to “make 
it somewhat more palatable” for Buck. 

“There is a concern with the enforcement of  the Code 
of  Conduct that there could be damage to reputation,” 
said Mascarin. “Council had been very clear in 
instructing me it wanted to maintain the high road. 
Therefore, my letter as drafted to Ms. Buck was given 
privately and delivered by Councillor McRoberts.”

In all, the Court heard Mascarin charged $47,125 
in all to look into this matter as he was “very hands 
on” with the file combing through blogs and videos of  

Council meetings. 
These costs, however, were at issue during cross 

examination by Kevin MacDonald, lawyer for Buck. 
MacDonald questioned the veracity of  Mascarin’s cost 
logs in while many issues were itemized, things were 
vaguer on which blogs were reviewed (and when) in 
relation to when he gave his opinion.

“It sounds to me like you were biased because you 
only looked at one side of  things,” said MacDonald. 

Countered Mr. Mascarin: “I strove to provide the 
correct information to my client.”

While MacDonald said the correct opinion “was 
the one [Councillors] wanted”, Mascarin maintained 
it was given objectively. Putting every item reviewed 
as a docket entry would take up too much time, said 
Mascarin. 

Earlier, MacDonald argued it was “risky” for Council 
to publish a legal opinion from an outside lawyer 
before a complaint had been thoroughly reviewed by 
an integrity commissioner. This was a view Mascarin 
disputed. He also disputed claims that Morris was more 
concerned about blog posts criticising herself. 

Following Mascarin’s testimony, it was time for 
members of  the 2006 – 2010 term of  Council to take the 
stand. As she was one of  three Council members tasked 
with reviewing the complaint against Buck in addition 
to Morris and MacRoberts, MacEachern was up first. 

MacEachern characterised her time on Council 
as two halves of  a whole. When everyone started, she 
said, they were “excited and working together as a 
team” although no Council ever agrees entirely all the 
time. Eventually, she said, Buck became the “lone vote” 
against the majority. 

Increasingly, she added, Buck’s blog posts became 
a concern after they became less about “commentary 
around issues” to “personal attacks on members of  the 
community, members of  staff, and members of  Council.” 

“Council needed to do something,” she said, 
paraphrasing a conversation and concerns shared with 
Neil Garbe.  “If  we, as a Council, didn’t deal with this 
matter, we could be losing one or more senior staff  
persons. The comments, as I saw them, were very 

serious and it was a matter I thought could potentially 
have some serious consequences to the Town and the 
Community. I felt we needed to show staff  that Council 
didn’t support what was being done.”. 

Under cross-examination, MacEachern said she 
couldn’t agree with statements made by MacDonald 
that Buck was a politician with “an outstanding record” 
and “reputation for honesty and integrity.” While she 
said she often agreed with some of  her positions, she 
did not align with Buck’s “means of  delivery.”

“I would agree that what happened at the meeting 
was a very uncomfortable situation and I wish it didn’t 
happen, but at the same time I think…Mayor Morris 
did a great job in cutting off  the dialogue in a way that 
addressed everyone’s interests,” said MacEachern on 
MacDonald’s characterization of  the May meeting as 
“outrageous.”

As for the statement that was published in the two 
local newspapers, MacEachern said she didn’t actually 
give Buck’s reputation thought before it went to press 
as her overriding concern was “restoring the integrity 
and show staff  we supported them.”

Similar views were shared by Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner when she took the stand. Having been at 
the Council table with Buck for over 10 years she said 
sometimes they agreed, sometimes they disagreed, 
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Want to take a vacation from winter 
without needing a passport?

15055 Yonge St.
Aurora, ON VISIT US ONLINE!

chartwell.com

905-727-2952

May this Holiday season bring you many happy 
memories to cherish through the years.

Chartwell’s Winter Guest Stay 
program is designed to o�er short-term 
accommodation with the level of 
support you need. This includes a 
relaxed environment, nutritious dining, 
and on-site activities and services. 
Come explore peace of mind retirement 
living without a commitment, and leave
the shovelling to someone else 
this winter. 

 

Book your all-inclusive 
vacation stay TODAY

We have a furnished suite 
waiting forf you. 

Try a Winter Guest Stay at your 
Neighbourhood Chartwell Residence 

Park Place

Chance phone call leads Aurora woman to “emotional lottery”
By Brock Weir

As a young girl, Gail 
Sellers would always pester 
her parents to give her an 
older brother. 

Once she was old enough, 
however, to figure out the 
intricacies of  that particular 
situation, she changed tactic 
and decided she’d be fine 
with a younger brother as 
well. 

It might have been a 
childish desire, but it is 
a memory which stuck 
with her throughout her 
adulthood, but now she 
knows her original desire 
was not far off  the mark. 

She vividly remembers 
getting a call from a cousin 
in Ottawa seven years ago 
who had made contact 
with a young woman. 
Through the course of  their 
conversations, they came to 
a startling conclusion – Ms. 
Sellers indeed had an elder 
brother, and her cousin had 
a phone number.

“I left a message, got a big 
glass of  wine and sat down 
shaking,” says Ms. Sellers, 
who recounts her story 
in the latest installment 
of  Chicken Soup for the 
Canadian Soul. 

An Aurora author, 
and active member in the 
Writers Community of  York 
Region, she shares her story 
of  “winning the emotional 
lottery” when she least 
suspected it. Having settled 
in Aurora with her husband 
and two stepchildren, Ms. 
Sellers sadly had a void in 
her life after her 13-year-old 
son died in an accident. 

“Since my son died, 

my life hasn’t been easy 
and I have lived a life of  
depression,” she says. “I  have 
been very blessed to have a 
wonderful husband, and two 
stepsons, but I haven’t had 
that sense of  family.”

After leaving her initial 
message, she thought about 
the voice she had heard. The 
timbre was reminiscent of  
a radio announcer, she says, 
and once they actually made 
live contact the words came 
fast and easy, and pieces of  
a dusty puzzle began to fall 
into place. 

“I couldn’t sleep that 
night,” she says of  their first 
real conversation.

Her brother had some 
pieces of  the puzzle and 
combined with hers, they 
created a whole. They pieced 
together a story dating back 
to 1938 which was a very 
different society. Their father 
was in an unhappy marriage 
and couldn’t leave, but fell in 
love with a young woman 
who ultimately became 
their mother. After Fred 

was born out of  wedlock, 
their mother faced a difficult 
challenge of  raising her 
baby despite an overbearing 
and domineering father of  
her own, and she ultimately 
“caved into the pressure” of  
putting him up for adoption 
at six months old despite 
the emotional and financial 
support of  the baby’s father. 

With the baby out of  the 
picture, they went their 
separate ways, but fate 
brought them back together 
over a decade later with 
both deciding to rekindle 
their relationship. Gail was 
born about three years later, 
joining a half-sister over a 
decade her elder. As such, 
she had the feeling of  being 
raised almost as an only 
child, leaving that longing 
in her.

“I have often thought 
about what I would ask my 
parents,” says Ms. Sellers, 
whose father died when she 
was 13. “I would probably 
have asked my mother, ‘Why 
didn’t you say something to 

me? We could have found 
him together.’ That would 
have been my burning 
question. 

“It would have been 
such a wonderful thing to 
reintroduce her to her son. 
What Fred said to me is he 
always hoped he would have 
had a picture of  his mother 
or his dad, something to 
cling onto, but when we 
met, I bombarded him with 
information and pictures, 
stories that were more than 
he could ever imagine. It 
helped him to become more 
complete. He understood 
why mum gave him up and 
he never blamed her for it.”

Now working in 
administration at the 
Ontario Command of  the 
Royal Canadian Legion on 
Industrial Parkway North, 
Ms. Sellers says it still seems 
just a little bit surreal to have 
gained this “instant family” 
of  Fred’s wife Janet, his 
two grown daughters, and 
his grandchildren. They 
now spend Christmases 
and Holidays together and 
when the latest installment 
of  Chicken Soup for the Soul 
was launched in Toronto last 
month, her youngest new 
niece was there to take in 
their shared story. 

“The miracle continues,” 
she says. “I hope people take 
away a sense of  family, how 
important it is and if  they 
are searching for somebody, 
I hope it gives them the 
inspiration to go. I hope it 
gives them some kind of  
desire to go out and search 
for their family because, to 
me, it was like winning the 
emotional lottery!”

Aurora author Gail Sellers, pictured with her 
copy of Chicken Soup for the Canadian Soul,  
divides her time between her passion for writing 
and working at the Ontario Command of the Royal  
Canadian Legion.     Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Helping those in need one  
shovel of snow at a time 

By Brock Weir

If  you’re looking to have an impact on someone’s life, 
it could be just be one shovel-full of  snow away.

That’s the message of  Neighbourhood Network, the 
Aurora-based volunteer organization serving Aurora, 
Newmarket, East Gwillimbury and Georgina as they 
forge ahead with their volunteer snow removal program. 

It is a service that connects able bodied people in the 
community with low-income seniors and persons with 
disabilities who would otherwise have trouble getting in 
and out of  their homes after heavy snowfalls. If  you’re 
in need, and you meet the eligibility requirements, 
volunteers clear a path to your door, shovel the ends of  
your driveway which might be blocked by a passing snow 
plow, as well as sidewalks. 

Potential recipients of  the service must receive a 
seniors’ tax credit or have a disability document. 

“If  we don’t live within those [boundaries] there is 
no way we will be able to meet the demand and miss 
those who are truly in need,” says Steve Hinder of  
Neighbourhood Network. 

Founded in 2008, Mr. Hinder says the program is 
the brainchild of  John Taylor, Regional Councillor for 
Newmarket, who said the town had received numerous 
requests from seniors and persons with disabilities 
who “felt like prisoners in their own homes” during the 
winter.

“We knew there were people in the community who 
had someone living around the corner who would be 
more than happy to come around and help them out,” says 
Mr. Hinder. “Our goal is to identify where those needs 
are and where the resources are and hook them up. The 
community has all the resources it needs to address these 
community issues and they just don’t know one another 
exists. Our role is to put the two of  them together.”

Anyone who is able and wants to have a real impact 
on the lives of  others are ideal volunteers for the service, 
he adds. 

“The neat thing that has developed from this over 
the years is there have been some relationships where a 
senior living on their own, and a young person shows up 
and shovels snow and they have almost adopted them,” 
says Mr. Hinder. “They all have hot chocolate together 
and develop a relationship and that is pretty cool.

“It is really grassroots community development.”
For more information on the program, visit www.

neighbourhoodnetwork.org, or call 905-726-3737.
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Oakridge Outfitters • Aurora Shopping Centre   14800 Yonge Street  • 905- 726-4063

Lots of Christmas 

 for everyone
on your list!

Lots of Christmas 
Presents Presents 
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on your list!
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SALE
CARTISE • MEXX • SUNICE • MICHAEL KORS • TRIBAL
N0RTHFACE & COLUMBIA Winter Jackets!
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Damir, Tanya, Linda & Cathy
Wish You a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

21WELLINGTON STREET EAST , AURORA , ONTARIO (905) 841-6411

      Damir, Tanya, Anne & Joanne 
Wish you a Safe and Happy Holiday Season
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Should Aurora split into wards? That will be your call in 2014
By Brock Weir

Next year’s municipal election will do more than just 
elect mayor and council, it could very well change the face 
of  Aurora councils to come. 

Aurora Council approved adding two questions on the 
2014 Municipal Ballot. The first will ask voters whether 
they would like to see a ward system implemented in 
Aurora, and the second will see whether Aurorans want 
the current eight member Council knocked down to six, 
plus the Mayor. 

Aurora currently operates as an “at large” system 
where eight Councillors are elected to join the Mayor 
at Town Hall to represent the interests of  the entire 
community “at large.” A ward system would divide Aurora 
up into sections which would each be represented by one 
individual Councillor. 

Although incumbent members of  Council were 
more circumspect in their opinions on whether they are 
personally in favour of  a ward system, the majority voted 
in favour of  the questions to give the public the right to 
decide.

“I believe residents should have the right to choose 
that,” said Councillor Paul Pirri, who made the motion 
earlier this year to put the questions on the ballot. “The 
ward system is something we have talked about at length 
and has been brought up at a few different elections.”

Although Mayor Geoffrey Dawe said he was not in 
favour of  a ward system as it could lead to Aurora becoming 
“too parochial”, he said he had no problem in going out and 
asking the voters what they think.

The motion was approved 6 – 2 with Councillors John 
Gallo and Michael Thompson voting against the motion. 
Councillor Evelyn Buck was absent from the meeting. 

For Councillor Thompson, the two possible questions 
on the ballot did not provide the specifics needed to make a 
decision. Instead, he proposed a governance committee to 
look at how Council operates overall, not limited to wards 
or size. 

“You can say we start background in January and we 
will have that all fleshed out in June just before the election 
but we’re starting this process so late and with very little 
information,” said Councillor Thompson. “We have a 
concept but not all the details.

“[A question] has to be clear, concise and specific. This 

is not clear and concise. It is not educating the voter on how 
many wards and what are the implications.”

Numbers, not details were at issue for Councillor John 
Gallo. For any decisions on implementing a ward system or 
reducing the number of  Councillors, at least 50 per cent of  
eligible voters need to turn out to the polls to vote in favour. 
With Aurora’s voter turnout hovering between 38 and 
39 per cent in the last two elections, getting the required 
numbers seems like a remote possibility.

“If  the point is to get a sense of  what the public feels 
towards these issues, then based on voter turnout I am not 
sure this is the best way to do it,” he said.

This was a view shared by other Councillors although 
they ultimately voted to give the question a good shake. 

“It’s most likely we would never get the 50 per cent of  
the population out to vote, which is unfortunate,” said 
Councillor Chris Ballard. “I like where this is going in 
terms of  looking at the governance model of  this Town, but 
I think we need to lay the groundwork first. 

“I don’t want to rush to put an issue on the ballot. I would 
suggest looking at some discussion, some basic research, 
and how we can engage voters over the next nine months.”

According to John Leach, whether or not Aurora gets 
the numbers, Council will be bound and obligated to do 
one of  two things. If  the 50 per cent threshold is reached, 
Council will have to do “everything in its power” to make 
the changes a reality. If  they don’t, Council is barred 
from doing anything related to the two questions for the 
following four years. 

Nevertheless, at the end of  the day, community 
engagement was key – whether these questions ultimately 
stimulate that engagement or not. 

“What I find is disinterest in municipal politics,” said 
Councillor Ballard. “What I have found in talking to 
Councillors from communities where they do have a ward 
system that the Councillors really focused on their ward. 
That, perhaps, helps with voter interest and municipal 
interest.”

Added Councillor John Abel: “I have had people ask 
me about [a ward system] once or twice. You can see some 
Councillors do more in the community than others, but 
that all turns out when you go for re-election. I see…this 
has been brought up at every Council in the last three or 
four years. They have tried to gather interest and they have 
tried to stimulate some sort of  reaction.”

Council presses ahead to secure Mavrinac Blvd land from developer
By Brock Weir

Aurora has formalized 
plans to press a local 
developer on securing a 
six acre piece of  land for 
potential parkland. 

Councillors ratified a 
decision made in closed 
session last week to 
exercise its right of  first 
refusal on the Mavrinac 
Boulevard land after the 
York Catholic District 
School Board (YCDBS) 
gave up its hold on building 
a school on the site. 

The subdivision 
agreement in question 
between the Town of  
Aurora and Minto 
Communities outlines if  
the land was not used by the 
YCDSB, the Town would 
have first right of  refusal 
to purchase the land at a 
previously agreed to price.

Following closed session 
talks, Councillors resolved 
to direct Town Solicitor 
Warren Mar to “arrange an 
agreement of  purchase and 
sale” on the land “based on 
the terms and conditions, 
including purchase price 
that Minto agreed to sell 
the property to the York 
Catholic District School 
Board.”

Going forward to 
Council, some Councillors 
still expressed misgivings 
on what was on the table 
with Councillor Michael 
Thompson arguing it 
should be clearly spelled 
out that such a purpose 
would be for the sole 
use as a parkland rather 
than general municipal 
purposes.

“It is important residents 
clearly understand what 
the intent is of  all of  us who 
are voting for the purpose 
of  the property and there 
should be no ambiguity,” 
said Councillor Thompson.

According to Marco 
Ramunno, Aurora’s 
Director of  Planning, 
leaving the resolution up 
to “municipal purposes” 
would not only cover a 
park and things like soccer 
fields, but it would also 
leave the door open to 
municipal buildings. 

Some Councillors, 
including Councillors 
Chris Ballard, Wendy 
Gaertner and John Gallo, 
were content leaving 
things as is as “municipal 
purpose” is what is outlined 
in the existing subdivision 
agreement and changing 
that could “muddy the 

waters.”
“My preference would 

be to stick to what the 
subdivision agreement 
says,” said Councillor 
Gallo. “A park fits within 
those parameters. In order 
not to muddy the waters 
[and] amend this to be 
specific in what we want 
to do with it, I think we 
need to adhere to what the 
subdivision agreement 
says.”

Added Councillor 
Ballard: “There will be 
plenty of  time as this moves 
along to be more specific, 
or for future councils to be 
more specific about a park. 
Right now I think we’re 
still at the 35,000 foot level 
in terms of  just exercising 
our rights.”

Joining Councillor 
Thompson in supporting 
the motion to get more 
specific were Councillors 
John Abel, Sandra 
Humfryes, and Paul Pirri. 
For them, being specific 
with their intentions sent 
the right signal to the 
residents in what their 
intentions were for the 
contentious site. 

“It provides clarity,” 
said Councillor Humfryes. 
“From a communications 

perspective with residents 
it doesn’t muddy the waters 
for me.”

This was a similar view 
expressed by Councillor 
Abel.  

“It clearly indicates to 
residents I am in favour 
of  a park and I think it 
is important to do that 
because we know we can 
use cash in lieu,” he said. 
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aurora’s toP sales Producer 2012†
“Service with Professionalism” 905-841-0000 • 416-410-8223

Ontario’s only...
ISO 9001 : 2008 REgISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Jackie Martin
Salesperson

adaM lind
Salesperson

eva O’Sullivan
Salesperson

lenard lind 
Broker of

record/Owner

Feature Properties

call today for a “Free” Property evaluation!* 905-841-0000
†based on IMS Stats  Aurora Offices*Some conditions apply.

3560 SF STONE & BRICK RENOVATED GEM! FINISHED BASEMENT!

$949,000

Soaring 9ft ceil ings – open concept floor plan!  New gourmet centre island 
kitchen open to spacious family room!  Bathroom access to all bedrooms!  
Knockout f inished lower level with rec room, wet bar, games room, 5th bed-
room, sauna & 3pc bath!  Pool-sized 60 ft. lot!  

Bring your business home! Paved road access!  3 minutes to Highway 27! 2000+ square  foot, 8 year 
old bungalow! Open concept with bright, professionally finished lower level with in-law potential!  
Oversized heated double garage! Separate 3000 SF shop with 3 drive-in bay doors, 18 foot clear 
height and heated workroom! Loads of parking for trailers & trucks!

INNISFIL! 25 ACRES! CUSTOM BUNGALOW AND 3000 SF SHOP!

$1,250,000

Complete renovation!  Great for home business office – light industrial – fitness – research lab  
& more!  Steps to GO train!  Gleaming hrdwd floors!  Fresh modern décor!  Open concept 
floor plan!  New 2-piece washroom & 3 private offices on 2nd floor!  Unspoiled lower level!  
Fully fenced!  Great curb appeal – just move in!

AURORA OFFICE BUILDING WITH 7 PARKING SPOTS! 

$499,900

Sales Office/Model Home on 
Davina Circle, Yonge N. of Bloom-
ington – open at & Sun 1-4pm or 
by appointment.  Masterpiece 
5400SF with elevator + fully fin-
ished ‘lookout’ walk-up lower 
level show home In Bloomington 
Heights, Aurora’s most exclusive 
‘gated’ enclave! Quality construct-
ed by Hillsview Building Corp! 
Stone & brick backing to scenic 
ravine! Soaring 10ft ceilings! 
Open concept floor plan! Can still 
choose your colours & upgrades!

5400 SF NEW HOME IN GATED BLOOMINGTON HEIGHTS!

$2,790,000

Sales Office Model Home on Davina 
Circle, Yonge N. of Bloomington to 
signs – open 1-4pm Sat & Sun or by 
appointment. Quality constructed by 
Sirling Cook Developments!  4900 
SF model home!  6 forested 1/3 acre 
ravine lots available!   3500SF to 
approx.  6000SF!  Bungalows and 
2-storey models available! Soaring 10 
ft ceilings!  Open concept floor plans!  
Gourmet kitchens w/granite cntrs & 
B-I appliances!  Pot lights!  Hardwood 
flrs!  Marble ensuites!  “Look-out” 
bsmts! 

AURORA’S GATED BLOOMINGTON HEIGHTS!  BUNGALOW MODELS AVAILABLE!

FROM $1,890,000

Sales Office/Model Home on 
Davina Circle, Yonge N. of 
Bloomington – open at & Sun 
1-4pm or by appointment.  
3500SF stone & brick bunga-
low(s) & 1 bungaloft on ¼ ac to 
1/3 ac scenic ravine lots!  Gated 
enclave of estate homes quali-
ty constructed by Stirling Cook 
Developments!  10 ft. ceilings – 
gourmet kitchens – choose your 
colours & upgrades!  7 mins. to 
Hwy 404! 

AURORA’S BLOOMINGTON HEIGHTS BUNGALOWS! 3500 SF

FROM $1,900,000  tO $2,100,000

32 acres employment 
lands!  Largest aero-
drome north of Buttonville 
Airport!  Property is 2 
km. long!  Directly across 
from world class water 
reclamation centre!  Ser-
vices, water and sewage 
to be completed by 2016!  
In area of future Bradford 
By-pass connecting Hwy 
404 to Hwy 400!  

93 ACRES! FEDERALLY REGISTERED AERODROME!

$4,900,000

150 ft. x 136 ft. level site!  
All levies paid – ready for 
your building site plan! Uses 
include: bldg supply outlet, 
domestic animal care facility, 
heavy equip sales & service, 
light equip. sales/rental, mfg., 
motor vehicle rental/repair, 
night club, public storage  
facility, service/repair shop, 
sports arena, transportation 
depot, warehouse/wholesale 
operations. 2 mins. to Hwy 
404!  Soil study available!

1.1 ACRE NEWMARKET GENERAL EMPLOYMENT BUILDING LOT!

$629,000

One of a kind 1.45 acre ravine setting!  Overlooking Binder Twine Park – spectacular views!  
125 ft. frontage!  Sprawling open concept immaculately kept ranch bungalow!  Massive LR-
DR combo!  Eat-in centre island kitchen!  Den!  3 season “solarium”!  master w/inviting 5pm 
ensuite & dressing room!  In-law potential!  1 min. to downtown!  $1,695,000

DOWNTOWN KLEINBURG BUNGALOW GEM!

sometimes things were said that “weren’t 
too nice” about her but at the end of  the 
day, “it’s politics.” 

While she said she shared the concerns 
that the reputations of  municipal staff  
had been put at risk through the blogs, 
they retained Mascarin to make sure 
they did everything properly. With his 
“informal” letter in hand, Gaertner said 
she was “frustrated” it didn’t solve the 
matter.

“The frustrating thing was had 
[Councillor Buck retracted or apologised] 
it would have been very simple and none 
of  us would be here today and none of  
our time would have been wasted,” she 
said, noting Council had a “moral” and 
“obligation under the law” to “make 
things right. 

Under cross examination, MacDonald 
took issue with her characterisation that 
this was a “waste of  time”, to which she 
said her words were being “twisted.” 

“We have been at this for almost four 
and a half  years,” she said. “A lot of  my 
personal time has been wasted. It hasn’t 
been pleasant and sometimes it has 
made me feel sick to read what has been 
written. I think there are a lot of  people 
in this court who feel the same way.”

MacDonald contended the true 
time waster was not taking down and 
retracting the Councillors’ statement 
against Buck when they were served 
with libel notice in 2009.

As The Auroran went to press on 
Tuesday, Morris was beginning her 
second day in the witness stand. On 
Monday, she contested claims last week 
made by Aurora resident Peter Storms, a 
volunteer with the last mayoral campaign 
of  Tim Jones, in which he was defeated 
by Ms. Morris, that she had “thrown 
[Councillor Buck] under the bus” at the 
May meeting. 

Up until that point in 2009, Ms. Morris 
testified her biggest concerns were 
comments against Town Staff  which had 
been escalating.

“There had been some concerns, but 
staff  had been trying to deal with them on 
a number of  occasions,” she said. “This 
wasn’t the first time, but it accelerated 
at this point. The comments were 
getting very serious. There were serious 
allegations of  wrongdoing, breach of  
trust, conspiracy. They are awful things.”

Boghosian then took her back to claims 
made by McRoberts earlier in the trial 
that he believed there might have been a 
window for him to persuade Councillor 
Buck to apologise. Had he succeeded, she 
said, things would have been different.

“I would have encouraged him to help 
Mrs. Buck make that apology; I would 
have held the letter, that’s for sure. I 
could have asked for more time. I would 
have done everything in my power to get 
this resolved. It would have prevented us 
having to take that final step.

“I voted [to publish the statement] for 
the simple reason…I felt it was important 
we protect our staff  and [say] we do trust 
them and value them.”

Under cross-examination, MacDonald 
characterised Morris as “irresponsible” 
for not stepping in during the May 
2009 meeting and nipping some of  
these concerns in the bud. She said she 
disagreed with his statements that the 
meeting was “offensive” and against 
the “principles of  decency” while he 
outlined St. Kitts’ relationship with 
Morris. 

She contended she was merely trying 
to give the proper opportunity for people 
to address their concerns while “Trying 
to diffuse the situation.”

While MacDonald said she appeared 
“aggressive” in videos presented to the 
court, she disagreed stating she was 
“trying to control a difficult situation. “

“I was frustrated with what was 
happening, but I was not aggressive.”

Going into this week’s cross-
examination, at issue was Mascarin’s 
retention of  Toronto PR Firm 
StrategyCorp in 2009 which he described 
under cross-examination. 

“If  we say it is for something not a park, 
then we might not be able to use those 
funds and that could jeopardize the whole 
purpose.”

Despite the motion falling on a recorded 
vote, with Mayor Geoffrey Dawe voting 
against it, the original motion to move 
forward in flexing its muscle in exercising 
the right of  first refusal went forward. If  
the intent was not to muddy the waters 
with the previous motion, the holdouts 
were still not satisfied with the motion on 
the table – particularly leaving things to 
the next term of  Council to get down to the 
details on the land’s future use.

“Actions speak louder than words,” said 
Councillor Thompson. “It is easy to say 
this is what your vision is, but if  you don’t 
have a purpose in mind for this property 
now and aren’t willing to put it out there 
with the motion, then…it might not be 

in alignment with what the residents 
have been communicating and have been 
advocating for. 

“I don’t think residents are going to get 
what they think they are going to get when 
this all unravels after the next election.”

Although Mayor Geoffrey Dawe voted 
in favour of  the recommendation, he made 
it clear his interest is not necessarily in 
building a park in the area but maintaining 
the integrity of  Aurora’s agreements after 
representatives from Minto indicated they 
would put up a fight arguing Aurora had 
no right of  first refusal as outlined in the 
subdivision agreement.

“I believe the Town is obligated to 
enforce this particular clause in the 
subdivision agreement to protect the 
integrity of  our agreements,” said Mayor 
Dawe. “I never said I support this being 
a park. I support what we need to do and 
that is to protect the integrity of  our 
agreements.”

Trial’s closing arguments  
expected on Thursday

Neighbours might not get what they think  
they are going to get: Thompson
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Please join us for our 
annual Christmas Calm Service 

 

Tuesday, December 17  7:00 pm 
 
You are not alone. We recognize the loss of a 

loved one hurts more on holidays. Special days 

intensify grief because they focus on feelings of 

loss. The absence of your loved one will alter or 

completely change the traditions you shared, 

which in turn will awaken many memories. Our 

Christmas Calm service offers the opportunity to 

gather quietly with others in a peaceful, non-

denominational candlelit service. 

Please join us to listen to the healing words of 

the Reverend Vicki Cousins and the gentle music 

of Mark Ruhnke. 

Take some time to 
reflect and remember. 

 

RSVP to Thompson Funeral Home 
530 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora ON  

905/727-5421 

 

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FREE, No obligation program trial o�er.

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of  
Family Law to resolve 

parenting, support,  
and property issues  

arising from  
separating families.  

A practitioner of Collaborative  
Family Law – a client  

controlled, lawyer assisted, 
out-of-court-process

focusing on achieving mutually 
acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney

Rogers tower gets go-ahead despite prominent location in new development
By Brock Weir

A replaced and relocated 
cell tower for St. John’s 
Sideroad between Bayview 
and Leslie will go ahead, 
following Council’s sign-off  
last week.

The new, modern-
designed tower will replace 
the lattice tower currently 
in place and will move 
further east to allow for a 
proposed road in the new 
2C development. It will be a 
Rogers tower but will also be 
used by Bell and Telus.

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
and other members of  
Council had previously 
questioned whether the 
proposed location, which 
would be near the entrance 
of  a new subdivision, 

would be the best place for 
the tower, suggesting an 
alternate location closer 
to Leslie Street, but at last 
week’s Council meeting, 
Tatyana Moro of  Rogers 
Communications said 
moving it further was a no 
go. 

“While the current site 
is in an optimal location 
for achieving the coverage 
objectives of  the network, 
Rogers has been approached 
by the landlord for the 
proposed redevelopment of  
the property,” said Ms. Moro. 
“This is one of  the rare 
circumstances in which we 
can actually accommodate 
relocation. It will allow the 
three carriers to provide 
continuous coverage for the 
residents of  Aurora as well 

as the new community that 
will be moving in through 
the new development while 
improving the aesthetics of  
the current design. 

“We’re honouring our 
legal obligation to the 
landlord and working 
together to provide a viable 
solution that will address our 
network requirements while 
providing connectivity to 
our customers with a lesser 
impact to the community 
being proposed.”

Although Rogers threw 
cold water on the idea 
of  moving it closer to 
Leslie, Councillor Michael 
Thompson, who voiced his 
opinion against the site the 
previous week, continued 
his opposition. While the 
need was “obvious”, he 

opposed the location as it 
would become a “focal point” 
for the whole subdivision.

“The cell tower is the 
gateway tower to that 
subdivision, almost,” he 
said. “You’re going to come 
down St. John’s and it is 
going to be there – and we all 
know what it looks like on 
Bathurst. I know they have 
made arguments that it can’t 
be in the valley and it doesn’t 
provide as good a coverage 
as they would like, but I don’t 
think this site is the best 
site for Aurora. I am trying 
to imagine people living on 
that street and that towering 
above them.”

While he said he wasn’t 
convinced all options 
had been explored, other 
Councillors were equally 

unconvinced that there was 
anything they could do about 
it.

“You have to have these 
towers,” said Councillor 
John Abel. “There is a 
protocol here and the 
advantage is it is in a new 
subdivision and no one is 
going to be saying, ‘I had no 
idea.’”

Added Councillor Chris 
Ballard: “I don’t think we 
have much of  a choice. 
That is one lesson I learned 
from the King Township 
placement that we can stomp 
our feet and yell and scream 
all we want and it is very 
difficult to tell a company 
where to move the Tower. 
The director tells us they are 
really presenting us with two 

options: take this new one, or 
they will just stay where they 
are with that ugly design and 
we’ll have to arrange with 
the developer a new road 
design so it can stay there.”

Whichever side of  the 
fence Councillors came 
down on, one bonus was 
Rogers would open up the 
white siding at the top of  
the new tower for branding 
by the Town free of  charge. 
This could include stamping 
it with the municipal logo or 
whatever Aurora ultimately 
decides. 

“I think that will really 
assist [residents with] 
the acceptance of  this 
larger, higher tower,” 
said Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes.

Harold Watters, joined by two furry  
models, joined in the festivities Saturday at 
the annual Holiday Open House hosted by 
the Aurora Community Band. (Inset) band 
members Lindsay and Maddie helped get 
everyone into the festive spirit.    
                  

Auroran photos by David Falconer

One piece left in new Cultural Agreement with Town and Centre
By Brock Weir

Aurora Mayor Geoffrey Dawe will be one of  two Council 
representatives on the new Board of  the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. 

Councillors filled one of  two available places on the board 
at last week’s Council meeting, but the second spot will have 
to wait. 

The new agreement between the Town and the Cultural 
Centre was signed earlier this year but, until last month, 
a key sticking point had yet to be resolved: whether or not 
Councillors sitting on the Board could find themselves in a 
Conflict of  Interest situation if  items related to the Centre 
came up at Town Hall. 

These potential concerns were voiced by Councillor 
Chris Ballard as the agreement neared completion, and 
Councillors voted to send their concerns to the Ontario 
Superior Court for review. After the court reserved its 
decision for months, it ruled in October there is no reason 
for the Mayor or Councillor to be in a conflict if  they served 
on the Cultural board. 

“I am glad to see there is a decision there,” said Councillor 
John Abel last week, after Councillor Paul Pirri nominated 
Mayor Dawe for the first slot. “I had every confidence there 
wasn’t a conflict and a bit of  oversight and participation by 
Council should be in place for such an important facility that 
we fund.”

Mayor Dawe’s nomination was carried 7 – 1 on a recorded 
vote, with Councillor Ballard remaining the lone dissenting 
vote.

Speaking in favour of  the new arrangement, Councillor 
Michael Thompson said it was important for Council to be 
involved in the Centre. Although he said there was some 
concern expressed that not all their meetings are open to the 
public, that should not be a problem.

“I had the opportunity to broach that subject with 
members of  the Board and they said they have discussed 
that and have no problems with reporting out or sharing the 
motions they discussed,” said Councillor Thompson. “There 
may be times when they feel the need to go in camera and 
maybe there is something sensitive and they wish members 
of  council would use their discretion and not share what is 
confidential, and I think that is reasonable and respectful.”

He also voiced his support of  Mayor Dawe taking the first 
spot on the Board “only for the sake of  continuity” as Mayor 
Dawe has been “unofficially” sitting in on the meetings; but 
he said the Mayor’s presence didn’t need to be set in stone in 
the next term of  Council.

Discussions, however, took a different direction after 
Councillor Ballard nominated Councillor John Gallo for 
the second spot on the board. While he said he was willing 
to accept the nomination, Councillor Thompson interjected 
a concern that Members of  Council has already submitted 
their names and Councillor Thompson himself  had 
previously expressed interest. 

“Three people sent me an email indicating they would 
be interested in sitting on the committee,” concluded Mayor 
Dawe before Council voted to delay filling the second slot on 
a later day after all Councillors had a crack at expressing an 
interest. 
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Stronach Eco Park clears  
zoning hurdle

By Brock Weir

Frank Stronach’s 
“legacy” project of  an 80 
acre Eco Park for Aurora 
cleared a significant hurdle 
last week.

Councillors signed off  
on a zoning amendment 
to open space to clear 
the way for parkland 
development “with passive 
and active educational and 
recreational opportunities.”

Although much more 
work needs to be done 
in collaboration with 
the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority 
(LSRCA), Ontario’s Ministry 
of  Natural Resources, and 
the municipality, the park 
as planned will include 
extensive natural trails 
wildlife habitat, three 
soccer pitches open to 
the community, and an 
education centre. 

Since the proposal was 
first floated at Council last 
fall, negotiations between 
The Stronach Group, 
regulatory bodies, and 
advisory committees have 
led to a slightly scaled back 
version than what was 
originally proposed. 

“The bulk of  the site will 
remain in a natural area as 
part of  the valley corridor 
with some educational and 
interpretive elements added 
to that,” said landscape 
architect Marc Schollen.

Mr. Schollen outlined 
several changes that 
have been made to the 
site, including mitigation 
that will need to be done 
to accommodate habitat 
for eastern meadowlark 
and bobolink on the site, 
a significantly reduced 
parking area down to 166 
spaces from the originally 
proposed 457, increasing 
trail connections, and 
nixing a previously 
proposed banquet facility.

Soccer fields have been 
slightly tweaked and the 
size of  the educational 
centre has been reduced to 
focus more on a classroom 
environment.  

“We are still committed 
to meeting with local efforts 
and also the subcommittees 
of  Council and we are still 
continuing to dialogue 
with additional partners 
that would be involved 
in delivering some of  the 
programs on the site,” said 
Mr. Schollen. 

While the zoning 
changes for the Stronach 
Eco Park cleared a Special 
Council meeting last week, 
the project – as well as 
the scaled back nature 
of  the project – received 
some mixed reviews from 
Councillors, as well as a 
member of  the public.  

Judy Gilchrist, a member 
of  Aurora’s Environmental 
Advisory Committee, has 
often expressed doubts on 
the park, particularly in 
relation to its role on the 
Oak Ridges Moraine. She 
said including any small 
scale institution on the site 
would be a “slippery slope” 
for similar sites.

“I hope you are going 
to be able to stand up in 
front of  your children and 
grandchildren and say, 
‘Wow! I made a decision 

about providing you with 
three soccer fields,’ vs. 
‘Wow! I had an opportunity 
make a decision about 
protecting a very large, 
beautiful, natural area.”

The majority of  
Councillors, however, will 
not be losing any sleep 
over what they are going 
to be able to tell their kids 
and grandkids, going 
by comments made at 
Wednesday’s meeting.

“It is a wonderful plan 
and I think it will be a 
destination attraction for 
Aurora and we should 
be very happy to see it 
coming,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. “If  it 
turns out as it is here, I will 
certainly be proud to tell my 
kids about it.”

Councillor John Abel 
also said he was “impressed” 
with the proposal.

“[Aurora] is going to 
share the generosity of  
Magna and Mr. Stronach 
and it is just a fantastic 
facility that covers many 
things,” said Councillor 
Abel. “I was most impressed 
with the first presentation 
Council saw and all the 
revisions.”

Added Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe: “I think it is a 
fabulous project. I am very 
pleased you have taken the 
input from our various 
committees and done 
some rejigging. It looks 
spectacular and I very much 
look forward to seeing it 
come to fruition.”

Speaking in favour of  
the plan, and addressing 
some of  the environmental 
concerns made earlier in 
the meeting, Councillors 
questioned what could 
eventually be built in place 
of  the Eco Park should the 
rezoning not go through. 
Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s 
Director of  Planning, 
said if  the development 
immediately south of  the 
proposed property is any 
indication, this land could 
accommodate up to 90 large 
residential lots.

“When we talk about 
legacy and explaining to 
our children the benefit of  
having strong ecological 
features, the fact that there 
aren’t an additional 80 or 
90 homes in this location…I 
think this opportunity 
will continue to serve the 
children for generations to 
come,” said Councillor Paul 
Pirri. 

Less enthusiastic about 
the plans were Councillors 
Chris Ballard, Evelyn 
Buck, Wendy Gaertner, 
and John Gallo. Although 
Councillor Buck ultimately 
voted in favour of  the plan, 
she said she was somewhat 
“concerned” that it had 
been scaled back from the 
original vision.

“I couldn’t believe that 
we could be so fortunate 
in the Town of  Aurora to 
have such a facility for 
the enjoyment of  people 
here now and future 
generations,” she said. 
“I’m a little concerned to 
find it has been scaled back 
somewhat.”

The others’ concerns 
had to do with the process 
in what they said asked 
them to approve a bylaw 

then and there without a 
formalized bylaw coming 
back for further review and 
approval.

“I am happy to move 
forward with this [but] I 
am not happy to approve a 
bylaw I do not have before 
me,” said Councillor Gallo. 
“If  all of  you are happy with 
approving a bylaw you don’t 
have in front of  you, that is 
okay too, but I do not feel 
comfortable doing that.”

Mr. Stronach’s intention 
to turn the park over to the 
Town in due course was also 
reiterated. 
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Our Sincere Thanks for the incredible  generosity and support  
of our guests, donors, community and the following sponsors:

Thank you to the Steering Committee: Sandra Gladden, Beth Mayo, Wendy Neal, Cheryl  
Scrymgeour, Felicia Salomon, Lesley Skok and Menoosh Sotoadeh

Thank you to all the other outstanding volunteers for their dedication and  
commitment to Southlake and the Masquerade Ball!

Revised concept drawings show what could be in store at the Stronach Eco Park, 
planned for the east side of Bayview Avenue, north of Vandorf Sideroad.

 Drawings courtesy of The Stronach Group.
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COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST
905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS

purses  •   handbags   •   wallets   •   sunglasses   •   fragrances  •  watches   •   jewellery   •   apparel   •   décora

15480 Bayview Avenue, Aurora Centre, B3  #105
905.841.2167               www.deefashions.com

Arm CanDy Club CONCIERGE SERVICE
 ... will make your gift shopping easy. 

Drop in or call us and we will help you select the perfect gift, beautifully package it and even hand-deliver it right to their doorstep!*

UP-SCALE
ACCESSORIES

BOUTIQUE

Authentic Imported
European High-Grade
Fine Leather Designs

*some Conditions & Limitations may applyin the CINEPLEX, Target, Sobeys, GoodLife FITNESS Plaza

for DAD!

Holiday Christmas 
Gift Shopping... 

Wrapped-Up!

Holiday Christmas 
Gift Shopping... 

Wrapped-Up!

 
TIME SENSITIVE

MATERIAL
PLEASE RETURN

PROOFED 
WITHIN AN HOUR 

OF  RECEIPT,
THANK YOU

905-729-2287
FAX: 905-729-2541

kvweekly@bellnet.ca

  Proofed and
  approved by 
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  Sales Rep.: JD
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✓

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

Call 905.833.5311
to book your table at York Region’s 

Most Historic Restaurant

Hogan’s Inn at Four Corners

EVERY SUNDAY FROM 11AM TO 3PM

Follow us on Twitter @HogansInn

$28

Hogan’s Inn at Four Corners

Live Bands:

Book Your Christmas Parties
and Special Functions

$5.00 Martinis • Appetizer SpecialsThursday - Ladies Night is Back!

Friday, Dec. 6th –

Souled Out
Saturday, Dec. 7th –

Groove Marmalade
Friday, Dec. 13th –

Something Extra
Saturday, Dec. 14th –

High Rollers
Come join us over the Christmas season, to 
enjoy the music of David Pilkey on Piano!

Please call for Reservations

Aurora takes step forward on Library Square’s future
By Brock Weir

Aurora has taken the 
next step in decided the 
future fate of  Library 
Square.

Councillors voted to 
look into pinning down 
the costs of  tearing down 
the old homes of  the 
Aurora Public Library 
and Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre/Fire Hall on 
Victoria Street last week 
to help weigh options on 
what to do with the site. 

Ideas have ranged 
from a new, modern 
multipurpose building 
which could be used 
for arts and culture, to 
simply tearing them 
down to alleviate parking 
congestion in Aurora’s 
downtown core. For some 
Councillors it was a step 
in the right direction in 
seeing some action after 
12 years of  uncertainty 
but for others it was 
an assumption the best 
course of  action would be 
to tear down the buildings. 

“This came to us a long 
time ago,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. “This 
thing has been studied to 
death. We have reports 
after reports. We’ve been 
talking at the 35,000 foot 
level forever and it just 
keeps bouncing back and 
forth for 10 years. Let’s 
do more than anybody 
else has. [This] becomes 
a springboard for the 
discussion.”

Although Councillor 

John Abel was in favour 
the previous week of  
doing something more 
elaborate with the site 
rather than just getting 
dollar figures of  what 
it would cost to tear the 
buildings down and either 
build a new building or 
create an open space, he 
agreed with arguments 
that the two buildings 
were long past their sell-
by date.

“There is nothing 
worse for mental health 
than a social desert,” 
said Councillor Abel. 
“The Library was built in 
1967, it was a significant 
project and it was built 
for books. In 1967, there 
were no cell phones, no 
internet, and it was a 
whole different life. It is 
better as a bunker. It is 
not made for our lifestyles 
and how we have evolved 
as a community. 

“I am sorry to say that 
after 45 years this Library 
has expired for usefulness. 
It was meant for books. 
We need something meant 
for computers, handhelds 
and wireless. It would 
be very nice to have it 
bookend with our library 
and cultural centre. One 
thing we have to do is 
provide that heritage 
aspect of  that district and 
not encroach anymore on 
the parking and traffic 
they are enduring now.”

For him, any motion 
to stop things and look 
for ways to “repurpose” 

the library was simply a 
matter of  delaying things. 
Indeed, repurposing – and 
even re-cladding – the old 
public library building 
was something put on the 
table by Councillor Chris 
Ballard. Moving forward 
with two options to 
demolish the building was 
premature, he argued. 

“There are examples 
of  other communities 
where older buildings 
are re-clad, made to 
look more modern, and 
repurposed,” he said. 
“We’re talking about 
potentially knocking over 
a multimillion dollar 
building that is in good 
condition. I have talked 
to many residents in this 
area and the number 
one concern, of  course, 
is parking. That can 
be addressed without 
necessarily demolishing 
both of  these buildings.

“Fixing it up so it 
meets the current needs 
into the next 50 years is 
far cheaper for Aurora 
taxpayers than to knock 
it down and build a 
multimillion dollar 
building that we don’t 
even have a clue what it 
is.”

A similar viewpoint 
was shared by Councillor 
John Gallo who said 
it would be better to 
establish the vision of  
what Council wants to 
do with the site and get 
people to come up with 
their vision. 

“I honestly believe we 
are jumping that step,” he 
said. 

Whichever way Council 
ultimately decides to 
go in making that final 
decision for the Victoria 
Street site, more needs 
to be done to get public 
input, said Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner. Having 
attended one of  the two 
public meetings held 
for residents to knock 
around ideas for the site, 
she said the fact they only 
attracted about 20 people 
apiece means there 
are others who haven’t 
weighed in. 

“20 to 30 people is not a 
lot of  people to come out 
and I know some of  these 
people were Councillors 
and Library staff,” she 
said. “I would like to know 
the cost of  demolition 
and I would like to know 
the cost of  underground 
parking, but I am not 
very happy that all this 
motion is talking about is 

demolition.”
Others, however, were 

simply happy something 
– anything – to do with 
the site was taking a step 
forward.

“We can’t be 
champions of  inertia,” 
said Councillor Paul 
Pirri. “This can be used 

in extremely innovative 
ways, it doesn’t have to be 
sleek to be innovative. A 
big, clunky building has a 
lot of  life, but I don’t think 
having a report coming 
back to us outlining costs 
does anything more than 
outline the costs of  what a 
demolition would be.”

Residents were able to polish off a good chunk of their Christmas lists on Saturday 
and Sunday in Aurora’s Downtown Core. (L) People like Marion lined up Saturday 
morning for first crack at some good reads offered by the Optimist Club of Aurora 
at their annual Book Sale at the Aurora Public Library. Meanwhile, (R) volunteers 
at Trinity Anglican Church had books, crafts, and knit goods galore at their annual 
Christmas Bazaar.      Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Aurora Tigers notch wins as team hits the road

Lenses and much more!
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Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4226

NOTICE OF COUNCIL’S INTENTION TO REMOVE A HOLD (H) PROVISION
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, December 10 at 7 p.m. 
in Council Chambers at Aurora Town Hall to receive public input on the following 
planning application:
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of The Town of Aurora intends to consider an Amending 
By-law under section 36 of the Planning Act to remove the “(H)” Holding Provision for the lands described 
below. 

1. An Application by Mattamy (Aurora) Ltd., file number D14-08-11 (H-1) has been submitted to Amend 
the Zoning By-law to Remove the “(H)” Holding Provision. The lands are located at Part of Lot 26, 
Concession 2, E.Y.S., municipally known as 1280 St. John’s Sideroad. 

2. An Application by York Region Christian Seniors Home Inc., file number D14-13-11 (H-1) has been 
submitted to Amend the Zoning By-law to Remove the “(H)” Holding Provision. The lands are located at 
Part of Lot 23, Concession 2, E.Y.S., municipally known as 15600 Leslie Street.

The conditions for Removal of the “(H)” Holding Provision as set out in By-law 5522-13 (1) and By-law 
5527-13 (2) have been fulfilled. The Removal of the “(H)” Holding Provision will allow for the development 
of a residential Plan of Subdivision. The Holding (H) Provision was primarily established to ensure The Town 
of Aurora has allocated sufficient servicing capacity to this development, adequate transportation services 
available to accommodate the Draft Plan of Subdivision, represents a logical and orderly progression of 
development and complies with the policies of the 2C Secondary Plan (OPA No.73). 

3. An Application by Mavrinac Developments East Inc., file number D14-16-01 (H-1) has been submitted 
to Amend the Zoning By-law to Remove the “(H)” Holding Provision. The lands are located on Block 2, 
Plan 65M3852, municipally known as 25 Mavrinac Boulevard.

The conditions for Removal of the “(H)” Holding Provision as set out in the Official Plan section 15.2.6 
have been fulfilled.  The Removal of the “(H)” Holding Provision will permit the development of a sales 
office center. The Holding (H) Provision was primarily established to ensure a suitable development which 
complies with the designation and policies of the Bayview Northeast Area 2B Secondary Plan  
(OPA No. 30).

 
CONTACT:

Additional information may be obtained from the Planning & Development Services department at 
905-727-3123 extension 4226.  Comments may also be mailed to the Planning & Development Services 
department at the address noted below, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior 
to the meeting. Please quote the file name and number. Please note, The Town of Aurora collects personal 
information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or its Committees. The Town 
collects this information to make informed decisions on relevant issue(s). If you are submitting letters, 
faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name 
and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear 
on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, 
such as your address, postal code or email address, available to the public unless you expressly request the 
Town to remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing 
the Town to collect and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records Public 
Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be 
audio recording you and Town staff and may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please 
direct any questions about this collection to the Town Clerk at 905-727-3123, ext. 4771.

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

1 2

3

By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Tigers Junior A hockey 
team has been on a torrid pace as of  late, 
and it continued last week when they 
notched wins against the Trenton Golden 
Hawks and the Toronto Lakeshore 
Patriots.

“It’s going well,” said Tigers points 
leader Kory Kennedy. “I think we’re 
coming together well as a team and I 
think we’re finally finding our stride on 
what it takes to win and be successful in 
this league.”

Starting a five game road trip on 
Friday against Trenton, the Tigers eked 
out a close one in this match, winning  
2 - 1. 

There was no scoring in the first 
period, despite the Tigers firing 12 shots 
on net.

In the second, Trenton got on the 
board less than three minutes in.

By the midway point of  the period, 
Adam DiBrina tied things up on a goal 
assisted by Callum Fryer.

Six minutes later, Drake Board, who 
has chipped in some timely offence for 
the Tigers lately, netted his seventh of  
the season to put the Tigers up 2 – 1 with 
just over two minutes left in the period. 
Dylan Sikura drew the only assist.

That goal would end up the winner, 
as Kevin Entmaa shut the door in net for 
the Tigers, giving him the win with 31 
saves.

Kennedy said it was a game that was 
won by just doing the basics.

“We honestly just kept it simple and 
played our game and stuck to what  
has been working for us and pulled  

out the win,” he said.

Saturday at Toronto
 Lakeshore Patriots

The next day, the Tigers were back on 
the road for a tough test against one of  
the top ranked CanadianJunior teams, in 
the Toronto Lakeshore Patriots.

It was a good measuring stick for the 
ever improving Tigers, who knew what 
they were facing in the Patriots.

“We came in there and we knew that we 
had a battle set out for us,” said Entmaa.

In a very big 4-3 Tigers victory, Kennedy 
had two goals, while Eric Williams added 
one on the power play and captain Robert 
Angiolella scored the game winner in 
overtime.

Kennedy’s two goals give him 13 on the 
season to tie him with Taylor McCloy and 
Michael Laidley for the team lead in that 
category.

“You always go through those hot 
and cold spells throughout the year, but 
I’m feeling good,” Kennedy said about 
his two-goal game. “I’ve just got to keep 
telling myself  to keep it simple and that’s 
where it all comes from – keep making 
those little plays that lead to the goals and 
playing well defensively.”

Entmaa faced 25 shots in the win 
that gave him 10 victories in his last 11 
straight starts in net for the Tigers.

“At the beginning of  the year I was 
a little shaky I felt, but now I’m coming 
out and playing with confidence every 
game,” Entmaa said. “I’m confident in 
the players in front of  me and I think 
they’re confident having me back there as 
well, so pretty much everything is going 

well right now, we’ve just got to keep it 
rolling.”

The road trip continues this week with 
stops in Kingston and Mississauga.

“I know in the past couple years we’ve 
had a little trouble with Kingston and 
again this year they have a good team, so 
we just have to come out and keep playing 

the way we’re playing,” Enmtaa said.
“With Mississauga, we can’t take them 

lightly even though they’re not really up 
there in the standings. We still have to 
come out and play our game.”

The Tigers next home game rolls 
around on December 13 at 7.30 p.m. 
against Burlington.

The Aurora Tigers have hit the road, stopping at Trenton and Toronto before mov-
ing on this week to Kingston, Port Credit and Georgetown. The Tigers return to 
home ice Friday, December 13, taking on the Burlington Cougars. 

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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AMHA RESULTS 

AMHA League
Results

Nov. 18 - 25 2013

House League

105 Timbits - Chicago Black:
1 
Mackenzie Turpin 1G, Shawn
Rame 1A,  Ryan Smith 1A,   
110 Timbits - Philly Orange:
6 
Lucas Rossi 3G, Gavin Ellerby
2G, Justin Gao 3A,  Lukas
Skanga 2A,  Noah Kirkey 1G,  

103 Timbits - New York
White:   4 
Lucas Mochizuki 2G, Kyle
Cordingley 2G 1A, Cameron
Millar 1A,  Kaelin Napean 1A,   
107 Timbits - Minnesota Dark
Green:   2 
Griffin Carriere 1G, Sam Whittle
1G, Matyas Djordjevic 1A,   

110 Timbits - Philly Orange:
1 
Lucas Rossi 1G, Daniel
Patterson 1A,  Everett Smith
1A,   
103 Timbits - New York
White:   2 
Aiden Miller 2G, Lucas
Mochizuki 1A,  Matthew
Cogswell 1A,  Jacob Collura
1A,  Alexander Mann 1A,   

106 Timbits - San Jose Teal:
8 
Owen Cauley 1G 1A, Andrew
Mariani 1G, Jonathan Sandras
1G, Leo Lagasse 1G, Easton
Bailey 1G 1A, Tyler Parent 2G,
Eric McWhinnie 1G 1A,
Christian Aitas 1A,  Benjamin
Licata 1A,  Hayden Thorne 1A,   
109 Timbits - Colorado
Burgandy:   1 
Ryan Torisawa 1G,  

601 Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre:   1 
Giuliano Iervasi 1G, 

605 Omar's Shoes:   6 
Jack Gauthier 2G, George
Worth 1G, Alex Jones 1G 1A,
Christian Fermo 1G, John Dol
1G, Ethan Joiner 3A,  Leo
Douvinos 2A,   

604 Optimist Club of Aurora:
7 
Matthew Pelan 1A,  Brian
Turner 1G, Stuart Bishenden
1G 1A, Kyle Trumper 1G 1A,
Anthony Miranda 2G 1A,
Christian Romas 2G, Evan Hall
SO,  
602 Laurion Law Office:   0

608 Inaria:   3 
Anthony Iacovetta 3G, Ethan
Moulds 1A,  Evan Winter 1A,
Nathan Chang 1A,  Luke
Altomare 1A,   
603 McAlpine Ford:   5 
Andrew Turriff 3G, Jack Viney
1G, Nathan Smith 2A,  John

Luca Racanelli 2A,  Aiden
O'Toole 1A,  Liam Graham 1A,
Andrew Schaus 1G 1A,  

607 Caruso & Company:   1
Carter Beacom 1G, Ben Fulford
1A, 
604 Optimist Club of Aurora:
2 
Anthony Miranda 1G, Matthew
Pelan 1G, Brian Turner 1A,
Christian Romas 1A,  Kyle
Trumper 1A,  Jake Kandaharian
1A,   

606 Mastermind Toys:   3 
Matthew Muxlow 1G, Jackson
Galbraith 2G, Robert Kniss 1A,   
605 Omar's Shoes:   1 
Jake Byrne 1G, Michael
Pantalone 1A,   

811:   5 
Callum Gorrell 2G, Vaughan
Hewgill 1G 1A, Scott Rumble
1G, Josh Schmitt 1G, Adam
Medeiros 1A,  Jeff Crowe 1A,
Jack Mayo 1A,   
802 Dr. Weaver's Drillers:   1
Ryan Cameron 1G, Jack
Weaver 1A,  Wayne Freeman
1A,   

808 Inaria:   10 
Troy Lane 2G, Dylan Cowell 2G
2A, Andrew Negri 1G, Brad
Shennan 2G 1A, Kyle Dungey
1G 1A, Keegan Fisher 2A,
Nicolas Verbeek 1G, Keaton
Thompson 1A,  Kyle Gillies 1A,
Evan Knowles 1G,  
807 Sundance Signs:   2 
Liam De Sousa 2G, Stephen
McNeil 1A,   

803 Optimist Club of Aurora:
1 
Tyler Thomas 1G, Carter
Francis 1A,   
802 Dr. Weaver's Drillers:   7 
Sean Mackrell 2G, Wayne
Freeman 1G 1A, Ryan
Cameron 1G, Jack Weaver 1G,
Louie Simonin 1G, Chris Sands
1G, Matthew Rotman 2A,  Colin
Boorn 1A,   

808 Inaria:   2 
Keaton Thompson 1G, Troy
Lane 1G, Brad Shennan 1A,   
809 Manhattan Trophies: 2 
Carson Venneri 1G, Mateo
Florentino 1G, Brendan Dodd
1A,   

903 BMO Bank of Montreal:
0 
907 Aurora Lodge #148 IOOF:
5 
Matthew Bellerby 3G, Zak
Keller 1G 1A, Harrison
Lambrinos 1G, Ryan Batten 2A,
Matthew Barnett 1A,  Cameron
Screech 1A,  Edi Nisenbaum
SO,   

908 Diamond
Groundskeeping Services:   3 
Stewart Reid 1G, Anthony
Loduga 1A,  Riley Weller 1G,
Micheal Montesanti 1G, Jack

Bishenden 1A,   
907 Aurora Lodge #148 IOOF:
4 
James Power 1G, Connor
Gonsalves 1A,  Zak Keller 1G,
Riley Callaghan 1A,  Harrison
Lambrinos 2G, Cameron
Screech 1A,   

901 Pizzaville Aurora:   2 
Conner Tripp 2G, Mathew
Liscio 1A,  Adam Wilson 1A,   
905 VEGFRESH:   4 
Troy Foster 1G, Bryn Burbank
1G, Patrick Bourrie 1G, Joey
Stipec 1G 1A, Austin Waite 1A,   

908 Diamond
Groundskeeping Services:   5 
Riley Weller 3G, Domenic
Fiorini 2G, Jiyan Yilmaser 1A,
Jacob Hatton 1A,  Peter Baldeo
SO,   
903 BMO Bank of Montreal:
0 

1004 North York Heating &
Plumbing:   3 
1001 :   2 

1006 Jonathan's:   2 
1007:   3 

1002 ATS Healthcare:   1 
1003 Ice Photo's Puck
Bandits:   5 

1003 Ice Photo's Puck
Bandits:   4 
1005 ADC Aluminium:   2 

1006 Jonathan's:   2 
1001 :   8 

1004 North York Heating &
Plumbing:   2 
1007:   2 

Rep League

Tyke - 
Barrie 2: 3
Select A: 2 
Max Bruce 1G, Jared McNeil
1G, Erik Guilbert 1A,    

Minor Atom AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 0 
TNT: 0 
Julian Martin SO,    

Minor Atom AE -
Barrie: 2
Aurora  Tigers: 1 
Nolan Chiarelli 1G, Jeremy
Thompson 1A,   

Minor Atom AE - 
Stouffville Clippers: 3
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Josh Mcleod 1G, Yi Wang 1A,
Ethan Powell 1A,  Matthew
Keizer 1G, Kevin Wasserman
1A,  Ryan Clutterbuck 1A 

Minor Atom AE -
Aurora Tigers: 8 
Markham: 1 
Malcolm Parkinson 2A,  David
Durbano 1G, Josh Mcleod 2G
1A, Matthew Keizer 1G 1A,

Kevin Wasserman 2G 1A,
Ryan Blakley 2G 1A, Nolan
Chiarelli 1A,  Ryan Clutterbuck
1A,   

Minor Atom AE - 
AuroraTigers: 2 
Markham: 0 
Ryan Clutterbuck 1G, Kevin
Wasserman 1G, Julian Martin
SO 

Minor Atom AA - 
Richmond Hill Stars: 5
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Adam Rame 2G, Cameron
Boyd 1A,   

Minor Atom AA -
Newmarket: 12
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Cameron Boyd 1G, Adam
Rame 1A,  Easton Irvine 1A,
Ayden Posa 1G, Daniel Iwai
1A,  Emmett Ross 1A,   

Atom AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 3 
TNT: 2 
Nicholas Petinarelis 1G, Riley
Pearl 1G, George Rappos Jr.
1G, Luka Rodrigues 1A,  Kurtis
Gipp 1A,  

Atom AA - 
Vaughan Rangers Blue: 4
Aurora Tigers: 3 
Ryan Catania 1G, Owen Hollett
2G, Anton Sopov 1A,  Jake
McMillan 1A,    

Atom A - 
Aurora Tigers: 6
Toronto Aces: 0 
Charlie Huxley 2G, Ayden
Whilby 1G, Noah Ruscica 1A,
Gavin Loria 1G 1A, Jack
Sutherland 1G 1A, Todd Cook
1G 1A, Dylan Andersen 1A,
Chris Koulouras 2A,  Jonah
Spataro 1A,  Max Reeves 1A,   

Atom AA -
TNT : 4
Aurora  Tigers: 2
Myles Graham 1G, Ethan
Belisle 1A,  Ryan Catania 1A,
Owen Hollett 1G, Anton Sopov
1A,   

Atom A - 
Aurora Tigers: 0 
Perth Lanark Wings: 0
Liam Hadcock SO,    

Atom AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Barrie: 0 
Jordan Dimatulac 1G, Luka
Rodrigues 1A,  Gianluca
Pannozzo SO,  

Atom A -
Aurora  Tigers: 6 
Nickel City Crushers: 0
Jonah Spataro 2G, Charlie
Huxley 1A,  Ayden Whilby 3A,
Dylan Andersen 1G, Jack
Sutherland 1G 1A, Todd Cook
1G, Gavin Loria 1G, Jack
McFarland SO,    

Atom AA -
Aurora  Tigers: 4 
Kingston Canadians: 1
Ryan Catania 1A,  Nick Giorgio
1G 1A, Jake McMillan 1G,
Owen Hollett 1G, Luca
Capraro 1A,  Owen Papulkas
1G 1A,  

Atom A - 
---:2
AuroraTigers: 1 
Ayden Whilby 1G, Noah
Ruscica 1A,  Gavin Loria 1A,    

Minor Peewee AE -
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Markham: 0 
Geoffrey Wilson 2G 1A, Jake
IWai 1G, Carson Klein 1G,
Nicolas Alvarez SO,    

Peewee A - 
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Orillia: 0 
Andrew Park 1G, Adam Wloka
1A,  Matteo Orlandi SO,    

Peewee A - 
Aurora Tigers: 3
Duxbury: 2 
Ben Liotta 1G 1A, Luke Jarvis
1A,  Andrew Park 1A,  Harris
Goan 1G, Luke O'Keefe 1G
1A,  

Peewee A -
Aurora  Tigers: 9 
Delco Phantoms: 0 
Ben Liotta 1G 1A, Connor
Thomas 1G, Matthew
McConnell 1A,  Adam Wloka
1A,  Michael Orlandi 2G,
Andrew Park 1G 1A, Tyler
Sawyer 2G 1A, Harris Goan
1A,  Luke O'Keefe 1G 1A, Blair
Crabbe 4A,  Anthony DiPietro
1G, Matteo Orlandi SO,    

Peewee A - 
Aurora Tigers: 6 
Markham Waxers: 5
Ben Liotta 1A,  Craig
Therkildsen 1A,  Luke Jarvis
2A,  Matthew McConnell 1G
1A, Michael Orlandi 3G,
Andrew Park 1G, Tyler
Sawyer 1A,  Harris Goan 1A,
Luke O'Keefe 1A,  Blair
Crabbe 1G 1A,  

Peewee A - 
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Oakville Rangers: 0 
Harris Goan 1G, Luke Jarvis
1A,  Matthew McConnell 1G,
Anthony DiPietro 1A,  Matteo
Orlandi SO,    

Minor Bantam AE - 
Winnetka: 4
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Nicholas Vamvakaris 1G, Ty
Boisseau 1A,    

Minor Bantam AE -  
Livonia: 2 
Aurora Tigers: 1
Ryan Jamieson 1G, Ty
Boisseau 1A,    

Minor Bantam AE - 
Tecumseh: 5 
Aurora Tigers: 1
Nicholas Vamvakaris 1G, Ty
Boisseau 1A,    

Minor Bantam AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 5 
Livonia: 4 
Dylan Clark 1G, Colin Windle
1G, Ty Boisseau 1G,
Christopher Walsh 1G, Justin
Evans 1G, Anthony Capraro
2A,  Max Lombard 1A,
Tristan Hicks 1A,  Ryan
Jamieson 1A,    

Minor Bantam AE -
Aurora Tigers: 3
Richmond Hill: 0
Ryan Jamieson 1G, Dylan
Clark 1G, Christopher Walsh
1G, Colin Windle 1A,  Nate
Legros 1A,  Joseph Grassa
1A,  Braden Reid 1A,    

Minor Bantam A -
Niagara Falls Canucks: 4
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Carter Wilmsmeyer 1G,
Jamie Stewart 1A,   

Minor Bantam AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Whitby: 4 
Nicholas Vamvakaris 1G 1A,
Justin Evans 1G 2A,
Christopher Walsh 1G 1A, Ty
Boisseau 1G,   

Minor Bantam A - 
Aurora Tigers: 5 
Oshawa Generals: 2
Jamie Stewart 2G, Carter
Wilmsmeyer 1G, Mathew
Hastings 1A,  Nicholas Keller
1G, Ben Spittle 1A,  Nicholas
Rountes 1A,  Peter Chimienti
1A,  Lucas Surace 1G 2A,  

Minor Bantam A - 
Burlington Eagles: 3
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Fin Reeves 1G, Kyle Morning
1A,    

Bantam AA -
Aurora  Tigers: 4
Barrie Colts: 3 
Jordan Torres 2G, Andrew
Sergewich 1G, Connor May
1G,  

Bantam AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 3 
Georgina Blaze: 3
Brady Futterer 1G, Eric Pears
1G, Kyle Rice 1G,  

Midget AE -
Pickering: 4
Aurora Tigers: 2 

Midget AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Pickering: 2 

Midget AE -
Aurora Tigers: 5 
Ajax 2: 1 
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By Jeff Doner

After the conclusion 
of  another successful 
fall sports program, 
Pickering College 
recently announced the 
full list of  awards for 
some of  their top athletes.

Students from Aurora 
were well represented at 
the awards with 13 junior 
and senior students being 
recognized for their 
achievements.

Fall semester senior 
recipients from Aurora 
included: 

• Andrew Kaszuba, 
grade 12, most valuable 
player in senior 
volleyball.

• Maurice Berleth, 
grade 11, most defensive 
player in senior 
volleyball.

• Kevin Spiering, grade 
12, most valuable player 
in senior soccer.

• Andew Murphy, grade 
12, coach’s award in 
senior soccer.

• Sonny Rogers, grade 
10, most improved player 
in junior soccer.

• Samantha Murphy, 
grade 9, most valuable 
offensive player in U-15 
soccer.

• Victoria Jonasson, 
grade 9, most valuable 
defensive player in U-15 
soccer.

• Isabelle Darvay – 
Canavor, grade 9, coach’s 
soccer award in U-15.

Fall semester junior 
recipients from Aurora 
included:

• Katelyn Beswick, 
grade 8, top finisher in 
junior cross-country.

• Daniel (Jongwon) 
Han, grade 4, most 
sportsmanlike competitor 
in junior cross country.

• Emma Kerswill, grade 
7, most valuable player in 
U-14 basketball.

• Meghan Beswick, 
grade 6, most 
sportsmanlike player in 
U-12 basketball.

• Mark Cinq-Mars, 
grade 6, coach’s award in 

U-12 soccer.

Four of  these talented 
athletes caught up 
with The Auroran last 
week to talk about their 
accomplishments in their 
respective sports.

Katelyn Beswick 
just finished her third 
season in cross country 
at Pickering College 
and was given an award 
after a season where 
she finished seventh in 
three of  her races and 
then eighteenth overall 
at the championship 
competition.

Beswick said it was an 
honour to be recognized 
by her school and peers.

“It felt really flattering 
because I’ve never really 
won an award in cross 
country because I’ve 
never really been the 
strongest runner until 
this year, when things just 
seemed to come along,” 
she said. “It was a really 
great experience.”

Daniel (Jongwon) Han 
agreed with his cross 
country cohort that it was 
nice winning an award. 
The grade four student 
hasn’t been in cross 
country long, but said 
he’s looking to keep it up.

“It was hard because it 

was long, but it was fun, 
because I like running,” 
he said.

Moving on to soccer, 
Samantha Murphy was a 
key cog in her team’s 3 – 
2 win over the Havergal 
College Gators for the 
CISAA girls U-15 division 
two soccer championship.

Murphy scored all 
three goals for Pickering 
to earn a hat trick.

“It was pretty good,” 
she said. “We were up 
2 – 0 and then they came 
back and made it 2 – 2 
and then it went into 
overtime where we scored 
the golden goal in the last 
minute of  overtime, so 
that felt pretty good to be 
able to win that. We won 
it two years ago, so it felt 
pretty good to do that 
again.”

Murphy has some big 
aspirations for soccer, 
hoping to one day play 
on team Canada. She 
also expressed pride in 
winning the award.

“It feels good to be able 
to share my achievements 
with the school and 
everyone and to also 
acknowledge the team’s 
achievement.”

In his last year at 
Pickering College, grade 
12 student Andrew  

Pickering College students and Aurora residents Samantha Murphy, Katelyn  
Beswick, Daniel (Jongwon) Han and Andrew Kaszuba were a few of the local athletic 
award recipients.                 Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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Aurora athletes are tops at Pickering College

Kaszuba has been a 
big part of  the school’s 
volleyball team’s for 
years. In that time he has 
seen his team grow and 
improve.

“It feels good, because 
I’ve been on the team 
since I was in grade 9. 
Unfortunately we didn’t 
win, but we put our best 
effort forward,” he said.

“It has definitely been 
developing and we’ve 
been getting a lot better 
every year. We’re getting 
better and better players 
each year. When I was in 
grade nine, we played in 
tier three, which is a bit 
easier, and we didn’t win. 
We won the next year in 
grade 10 and then made 

the jump up to tier two. 
I thought we were just 
going to have the toughest 
time competing against 
these teams, but we 
actually did really well.”

Winning the most 

valuable player award for 
senior volleyball this year 
and last, Kaszuba hopes 
to be able to keep playing 
volleyball while possibly 
studying business in 
university.
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Results–Focused Service

Santa 
      Under the
Stars Parade!

Another exciting event
brought to you by

Huge thanks for the exceptional marshalling by the 
Optimist Club of Aurora, crowd control by the 
Don Valley REACT and the great traffic control 

assistance from York Regional Police and 
Auxiliary Units.

A big thank-you to all those who donated time, 
equipment and services to the 2013 Aurora Santa 

Claus Parade: 
Aurora Community Volunteers 

Diane Buchanan 
Canadian Tire Aurora 
Casey Transportation 

Michael Levesque 
Priestly Demolition Inc. 

Priestly Family 
Rogers 

St. Andrew’s Shopping Centre 
St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club 

Town of Aurora – Public Works department

2013 Santa Claus Parade Winners

Best Commercial 
Bell Canada

Best Non-Commercial 
Community Bible College Aurora

Best Service Club 
Optimist Club of Aurora

Best Decorated 
Central York Fire Services

Most Original 
Astronaut Space Kids Club

Mayor’s Choice 
Aurora 150 Committee

And the most important thank-you is to  
Santa Claus for making a special trip to  

The Town of Aurora!

Thank you to our Corporate Sponsors:

This magical event will be broadcast on Rogers Cable on:
Friday, December 13 

at 6 p.m.

Saturday, December 14 
at 4 p.m.

Thursday, December 19 
at 5 p.m.

Saturday, December 21 
at 3 p.m.

Tuesday, December 24 
at 1 p.m.
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Santa 
      Under the
Stars Parade!
Santa 
      Under the
Stars Parade!

TA’s “Songs for a New World”  
– A Review

By Scott Johnston 

Theatre Aurora’s latest play, “Songs 
for a New World”, is very entertaining, 
but hard to describe.

It’s not actually a play, but a series 
of  songs that don’t tell a traditional 
story, but do share the common theme 
of  characters considering the directions 
they have in front of  them, and where to 
go next in their lives.

That may sound serious, but the result 
is a lot of  fun, with the four performers 
each playing a number of  roles as diverse 
as a budding basketball star, to a new 
mom, to a frustrated husband, to a lonely 
Mrs. Santa Claus, to everyone in between.   

Although each song represents 
a different story and a new set of  
characters, the different pieces work well 
together and flow seamlessly.

While the songs by composer/lyricist 
Jason Robert Brown are entertaining, 
they are especially enjoyable as sung by 
the four performers, who are identified 
only as Woman 1, Woman 2, Man 1 and 
Man 2.  

Alex Leahy, Mayla Fiona, Murray 
James-Bosch and Sergio Calderon are all 
wonderful singers and entertainers, with 

the women especially putting a great deal 
of  emotion into their solos.

Despite the minimal set, and 
continually different scenes, the four 
performers are able to transition from 
role to role seamlessly to portray the 
different characters, with only minimal 
props and costume changes.

An effective part of  all of  the musical 
numbers is the choreography, which 
helps make use of  all of  the entire stage, 
and sometimes beyond, and greatly adds 
to the fun.

Director and choreographer Bob 
Riddell has done a terrific job bringing 
out the best in his performers and in 
pulling together a very entertaining 
production.  

This play is the perfect break for 
this cold and hectic time of  year, and is 
guaranteed to have you humming at least 
one of  the many catchy songs on your 
way out. 

Evening performances of  this 
limited production of  “Songs for a New 
World” continue at Theatre Aurora, 150 
Henderson Drive, December 5, 6, 7, 11, 
12, 13 and 14, with a matinee December 
8. Tickets are available through the box 
office at 905-727-3669.

Alex Leahy and Murray 
James-Bosch are the oth-
er half of Songs For a New 
World, which made its de-
but in 1995 – and its Au-
rora debut last week. The 
show continues at The 
Factory Theatre on Hen-
derson Drive. 

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

“Jamming” for Typhoon Haiyan Relief

By Brock Weir

Their music has 
helped rebuild a local 
barn and supported the 
local hospital, now the 
sounds of  the Thursday 
Night Jam Band will go 
international December 5 
to benefit relief  efforts in 
the Philippines. 

The band will take over 
Aw, Shucks!, the recently 
reopened restaurant near 
the southwest corner of  
Yonge and Wellington on 
Thursday night to raise 
money for the Canadian 
Red Cross in response 
to the recent Typhoon 
Haiyan. 

“It’s a disaster of  huge 
proportions,” says band 
frontman Steve Falk. 
“Filipinos here still have 
those strong links to 

tonnes of  people there. 
It’s not like they are in 
their second or third 
generation away. It is very 
recent.”

The Thursday Night 
Jam Band chose the 
Canadian Red Cross as 
it is one of  the relief  
charities earmarked by 
the Federal Government 
to match any donations 
to increase efforts on the 
ground. 

“I think you always 
want to give back with 
some kind of  talent,” 
says Mr. Falk. “This just 
so happens to be one of  
the things we love doing. 
Finding an excuse to go 
out and play is a lot of  
fun. If  you have to explain 
to your family that you do 
that a few times a year, 
doing it for charity is a 

great reason.”
Although they 

haven’t set specific goals 
for Thursday night’s 
fundraiser, they have 
collected a number of  
items as prizes for a raffle 
draw, including meals 
at the restaurant, and 
as auction items. Rather 
than selling tickets, 
a donation jar will be 
passed around to keep 
things informal. 

“It’s great to be doing it 
in a new place too,” says 
Mr. Falk of  their venue. 
“Aw, Shucks! looks like 
a vibrant place and it is 
going to be fun to play 
there.”

For more on ways to 
support relief  efforts 
in the Philippines, visit 
www.international.gc.ca 
or www.redcross.ca. 
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EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

PUBLIC MEETING
 

 

The Board of Directors of the Aurora Cultural Centre invite you  
to join us for a hot coffee at 

7PM on Wednesday, December 11 
at the Centre.

 
We will provide an overview of events and activities, present the  

Third Quarter Financial Statements,and answer any questions you might have.
 

Visit our website for 2014 Public Meeting dates. 
 

Everyone is welcome!

22 Church Street, Aurora
905 713 1818

www.auroraculturalcentre.ca 

Librarian Kate Gibson and Aurora Public Library CEO 
Jill Foster have launched a new drop box program at 
the Aurora GO Station.       Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Return your books “on the GO”
By Brock Weir

Commuters on GO Transit are rarely without a newspaper, 
magazine or a book – but those who frequent the Aurora GO 
Station can now return their library books with ease. 

The Aurora Public Library (APL) has installed a new book 
return station at the Wellington Street landmark. The box, 
the contents of  which will be collected weekly, has long been 
a goal of  the APL. Working with Metrolinx, the APL started 
their customer appreciation days about six years ago, library 
materials in hand, to promote the Library to those waiting 
on the platform for their train. This is an extension of  that 
outreach.

“It is another way for commuters to get their relationship 
with the Library going,” says Librarian Kate Gibson. “I know 
personally as someone who used to take the train before I 
started working at APL, I would sometimes not make it within 
the hours to return my books. We do have a drop box that is 
available 24/7 at the Library, but this helps people at this end 
of  Town have another access point.”

Although the Library has worked with Metrolinx for years, 
having something more permanent on the site was something 
tougher going. With this proposal, however, Ms. Gibson says 
they were “remarkably easy” to get on side. 

“They liked the idea and they wanted to help us.”
The new return box at the GO Station is just one of  many 

initiatives the APL has been pushing to increase engagement 
between Aurorans and their local library. Over the next few 
weeks, they will launch “Bibliocommons”, a new catalogue 
announced in October that will encourage reviews, tracking 
systems and more interaction between Library users. 

“I think it will really make a difference to people and will 
be much more interactive and interesting,” says APL CEO Jill 
Foster. “It will be more of  a social media tool and we’re really 
excited about it.”

A new system called “Hoopla” is also in the works, which 
will allow users to stream music, TV, movies, and audio books 
directly onto their computers or mobile devices from the 
comfort of  their own home.

“The wonderful thing about Hoopla is it allows people to 
take the same materials out at the same time, so you don’t 
have any wait lists like you have with a lot of  things,” says Ms. 
Gibson.

In addition to being able to stream movies, budding local 
filmmakers will have a second chance to show off  their skills 
in the My APL film contest. The contest, now in its second 
year, encourages users to make short films to show what the 
library means to them or an important part of  their library 
experience. 

Submissions can be made online via the Library’s facebook 
page through December 15. 

“We definitely do have some interesting videos so far we’re 
excited about,” says APL’s Cindy Shaver. 

Director Riddell celebrates the less familiar at Theatre Aurora
By Brock Weir 

Theatre-goers are 
usually familiar with 
popular stage musicals 
like “My Fair Lady” or 
“Oklahoma!” and while 
familiarity can often 
breed contempt, that’s 
not normally the case 
with musical theatre 
enthusiasts, says Bob 
Riddell.

Mr. Riddell directs 
Theatre Aurora’s current 
production of  Jason 
Robert Brown’s “Songs 
for a New World.” The 
musical made its debut 
in New York in 1995, 
but, if  you have heard 
neither of  “Songs” nor 
of  “Brown”, you’re not 
alone. And that was 
part of  Mr. Riddell’s 
excitement in taking this 
on. 

“It is not one of  your 
typical pieces of  musical 
comedy fare with a simple 
plot, or a boy meets girl 
kind of  a thing,” he 
says. “It is a song cycle 
and it is very intimate. 
Within the community 
theatre realm, that is 
taking a risk because it is 
different than the usual 
fare where audiences 
come in knowing it right 
away. 

“That might be a 
hindrance in having 
the audience want to 
come out versus a more 
commercial project 
where they have certain 
expectations going in. 
On the other hand, when 
they are going to see 
something new, they 
have no expectations.”

Mr. Riddell brings 
an extensive musical 
theatre background to 
Theatre Aurora’s latest 
production, which 
opened last week and 
runs through December 
14. His relationship with 
the local theatre company 
began nearly 25 years 
ago with a production 
of  “Gypsy”, continuing 
through recent years 
to include “Urinetown” 
and “You’re A Good Man, 
Charlie Brown.”

“I was one of  those 
kids at the end of  the 
1950s who was really 
weaned on the variety 
show like Ed Sullivan, 
Carol Burnett, and Sonny 
& Cher, but I also used to 
love movie musicals and 

anything that had song 
and dance in it,” says Mr. 
Riddell. “I eventually got 
into doing musicals as 
a performer and came 
back to Toronto in the 
mid-1980s to make it my 
career and it just took off  
from there.”

Mr. Riddell counts 
Gene Kelly and his 
ability to make complete 
stories out of  mere dance 
steps, as well as the 
sleek and sophisticated 
choreography of  Bob 
Fosse among his chief  
influences and whose 
styles he tries to 
incorporate into his own 
work. 

“I love Fosse’s style, 
slickness, quirky moves 
and little mannerisms,” 
he says. 

But as far as 
choreography goes, 
Mr. Riddell has taken a 
different approach with 
“Songs for A New World”, 
an approach as different 
as the show itself. It is 
very character-driven, 
centred around four 
unnamed characters 
each facing an important 
crossroads in their lives. 
It examines through a 
song cycle each next step 
and the consequences 
of  those steps, and the 
emotional journey they 
follow. 

“Being a smaller 
musical definitely lends 
itself  the advantage of  
doing something where 
everything is set out 

and you have to get from 
point A to point B,” he 
says. “This definitely 
gave me a little bit more 
freedom.”

As people sit in the 
audience, Mr. Riddell says 
he hopes people ask just 
who this Jason Robert 
Brown is. He might not 
be as famous as Rogers 
& Hammerstein, but his 
work and career are on 
an upward trajectory. 
He also hopes people 
will find a personal 
connection along the way 
as they learn more about 
the four characters of  
the musical. 

“Hopefully you will 
recognize some of  their 
moments and connect 
with the challenges of  the 
people on stage, compare 
notes, and maybe say 
‘wow!’ at some of  the 
talented performers at 
Theatre Aurora. Theatre 
Aurora is a nice little 
intimate space. ‘Songs 
for a New World’ needs 

It is not one of your 
typical pieces  

of musical comedy  
fare with a simple plot, 

or a boy meets girl  
kind of a thing. 

On the other hand, 
audiences are  
going to see  

something new.

that intimate space for 
the audience and the 
performers.”
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

DEC. 20 – 4 DAYS 

DEC 30 – 4 DAYS

By Brock Weir

It takes a village to raise a 
child, but this village should 
be there to lend a hand from 
adulthood through all the 
twists and turns life provides. 

This is the message of  
Aurora’s Riverwalk Eating 
Disorders and Wellness 
Centres as they prepare 
to launch a new program 
to “empower” the people 
around living with eating 
disorders and addictions 
to lend a therapeutic hand 
where it is most needed. 

“I really believe that this 
is the breakthrough,” says 
Janice Morgante, Executive 
Director of  Riverwalk. “It 
will empower the individual 
so that people around that 
individual can support them 
to find their strength.”

Emotion-Focused Family 
Therapy is a new treatment 
model for York Region which 
focuses on the friends, family, 
and others “who care about 
the wellness of  individuals 
struggling with anxiety, 
depression and substance 
disorders,” says Ms. 
Morgante. It is a treatment 
program far outside the 
norm which is rooted in 
the belief  in “the healing 
power of  families across the 
lifespan.”

“Emotion coaching is 
not the norm anywhere,” 
adds Ms. Morgante. “Rather, 
individuals might go to 
a hospital or treatment 
programs and this approach 
is to say we know the 
individuals are part of  
families and communities; 
we also know there are long 
wait lists to go into treatment 
programs and many of  those 
individuals are so unwell 
that a therapeutic approach 
isn’t supportive until after 
they are medically stable. 

“What we’re trying to say 
is let’s support the individual 
and their families in the 
community at basically 
no cost, well in advance of  
someone being in such a 
deteriorated state. People do 
deteriorate while they are 
on lengthy wait lists. This is 
proactive, there are no costs 
once families are trained, 
and it is accessible.”

Lead by Dr. Joanne 
Dolhanty and Dr. Adele 
Lafrance Robinson, all day 
sessions will take place on 
February 6 and 7 in Maple. 
Through the intensive 

Wellness centre brings new support 
service to York Region

two day program, parents, 
friends, and caregivers 
will be given an arsenal 
of  practical strategies to 
help support individuals, 
interrupt systems, and 
provide that all-important 
emotional support. Once 
equipped, these people will 
have the tools they need to 
respond when they need to, 
without having to contend 
with lengthy wait times and 
clinicians. 

This will address a dearth 
in York Region of  people who 
are able to respond, says Ms. 
Morgante.

“Many families are 
walking on egg shells,” she 
says. “They don’t know 
what to do and don’t know 
how to empower the person 
they love. They might have 
their own block to prevent 
them from being as effective 
as they could, so [there is a 
need] to provide this in our 
community, with our loved 
ones. 

“You do not need to be a 
clinician. This is mom and 
pop, brothers and sisters, 
spouses and everybody.”

This program is just one 
of  many things currently 
underway at Riverwalk, an 
organization which was at the 
receiving end of  a significant 
grant from the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation last 
week. Awarded $240,100 over 

the next four years, the grant 
will enable them to establish 
a collaborative arts therapy 
program to strengthen the 
emotional well being of  
individuals with addictions, 
eating disorders, and other 
challenges. 

They are also creating a 
day program where someone 
can take advantage of  more 
than one program currently 
offered by Riverwalk.

“Individuals really have 
no place to turn,” says Ms. 
Morgante. “People walk in 
the door and they relax. That 
is already the beginning 
where they can become more 
in touch with their feelings 
and perhaps the traumas and 
stresses. To say we’ll meet for 
half  an hour is a good start, 
but if  we add in relaxation 
like yoga and therapeutic 
art, someone can say, maybe 
twice a week, they can come 
in for a program for three or 
four hours ‘that really allows 
me to address my emotional 
needs’ and that could lead 
into addressing the physical 
needs that are part of  a 
recovery from an eating 
disorder.”

For more information 
on Emotional Therapy, 
upcoming art programs or 
other support services offered 
by Riverwalk, visit www.
edoyr.com.
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Amid the 
circus that 
was the Rob 
Ford Dramedy 
these past 
few weeks, 
there was 
one curious 
statement by a 
Toronto Councillor which 
stood out for me.  

During one of  the two 
council meetings at which 
Ford was unceremoniously 
stripped of  his non-
statutory powers, 
Councillor Krystan Wong 
Tam stood up and alleged 
Rob Ford was “maybe” a 
misogynist.

I believe the context 
of  the allegation was the 
truly grotesque sexually 
vulgar statements Ford 
made in the media about 
his former female staffer 
as well as his wife.

Now, I believe that the 
Councillor was sincere in 
her conviction that Ford’s 
actions warranted severe 
public chastisement and I 
share that belief; however, 
the charge of  misogyny is 
extreme, in my opinion.

Misogynist/misogyny 
is an extremely pejorative 
term.  As a consequence, it 
is a highly loaded charge 
to level at someone – 
especially a public figure.

The Oxford dictionary 
defines misogyny as “…
an ingrained prejudice 
against women”.  Thus, 
unless the Councillor can 
demonstrate repeated 
instances where Ford 
has exhibited “ingrained 
prejudice” against all 
women, then I think that 
the charge is unwarranted.

Allegations of  woman 
hating are flying about the 
political realm at all levels 
of  government. It seems 
politicians of  all stripes 
are keen to mobilize 
female voters by attacking 
male candidates with 
allegations of  sexism or, 
worse, misogyny. 

I don’t think it’s a 
winning strategy. As a 
woman, and a former 
politician, I can tell you I 
find it a rather transparent, 
and ultimately ineffective, 
strategy. 

Personal attacks do 
nothing to further political 
discourse. Rather, they 
represent a devolution of  
it.

There are concerns 
women’s voices are not 
being heard. Maybe so. It 
is true that there is still a 
relative dearth of  female 
representatives in our 
corridors of  power.  

However, even those 
who have managed to 
grab a seat at the table 
complain that their ideas, 
their motions are “being 
ignored”. Again, that may 
be so.

However, it may also 
not be so.  Perhaps it has 
nothing to do with sexism. 
Maybe no one supports 
their ideas because they 
aren’t very good. Or 
maybe the ideas could be 
supported if  they worked 
collaboratively, “built 
bridges”, or tried again?

Playing the sexism or 

m i s o g y n y 
card does not 
further the 
cause.

A n d 
b e s i d e s , 
ageism is 
more of  a 

problem in my 
opinion. Try being 55 or 
older and try to get a job 
in today’s workforce and 
you’ll understand how 
ageism impacts virtually 
every aspect of  our lives. 

And what about being 
unattractive? Or too 
attractive as the case 
may be. Look-ism has 
always been an issue 
- and certainly we see 
it in today’s political 
realm on both sides of  
the divide. 

Justin Trudeau is 
sneered at precisely 
because of  his good 
looks. He is dismissed 
by his political foes as 
a lightweight, a “Teen 
Idol” wannabe. 

Yep. He’s a good 
looking man. So what! 
His physical appearance 
has nothing to do with 
what he does or doesn’t 
stand for.  

And Rob Ford is the 
other side of  the “look-
ism” coin.

But back to the 
drive-by smear of  male 
politicians as sexists or 
misogynists. Knock it 
off. It serves no purpose 
but to further diminish 
the stature of  women in 
politics. 

I, like many women 
I know, have endured 
many instances of  
sexism over the course 
of  my adult working life.  
From the overt - butt 
grabbing in an elevator 
by a drunken male 
colleague - to the more 
benign such as when- as 
a Councillor – I was told 
by a resident not to wear 
my hair in a ponytail 
and to put on more 
lipstick during televised 
council meetings, so I’d 
look more attractive. I 
kid you not. 

Was it sexist crap? 
Absolutely. Did any of  
it deter me? Absolutely 
not. Why? Because it’s 
nonsense. That’s why.  

And besides, I am a 
big girl and choose to act 
like one. 

I work hard, state my 
opinion and do my best 
to be heard. If  no one 
listens then it’s up to 
me to either try another 
approach or start talking 
louder. 

Yes, some may argue 
that we still live in an 
era where women need 
to be twice as good 
as men to be taken 
seriously.  And that, 
perhaps, like Ginger 
Rogers dancing, women 
must do everything that 
Fred Astaire does but 
backwards and in heels. 

But you know what I 
say to that? Just watch 
me dance.

Until next week, stay 
informed, stay involved 
because this is, after all, 
Our Town.

COMING EVENTS

$500
napoleonfireplaces.com

*
*FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Please call for details

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line 
booking
available

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

We have 
350 regular 

and 
118 Shellac/

Gelish
colours 

available

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4
The Town of  Aurora will 

host its annual tree lighting 
ceremony tonight from 6.30 – 8.30 
p.m. at Aurora Town Hall and the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Enjoy 
carolling and trimming the 
Town’s Christmas tree. Bring an 
ornament with you or, better yet, 
make your own in a special craft 
area. Mrs. Claus will be over at 
the Seniors’ Centre for storytime 
– along with hot chocolate and 
other goodies. 

DECEMBER 4 – DECEMBER 21
HILLARY HOUSE OPEN 

HOUSE – Explore Hillary 
House and see the gorgeous 
holiday decorations, including 
two historic Christmas trees. 
Visit the three 2013 exhibits 
before they are gone! Crafts, 
activities and more for the young 
and young-at-heart. Regular 
admission fees apply. Wednesday 
to Saturday from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5
The Thursday Night 

Jam Band will present 
“A December Night 4 The 
Philippines” this evening at 
8.30 p.m. at Aw, Shucks, on the 
southwest corner of  Yonge and 
Wellington. A raffle will be held 
and donations will be collected 
for the Canadian Red Cross’ 
efforts in providing relief  after 
Typhoon Haiyan. For more 
information, email Steve at 
sfalk@primedata.ca.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6
Aurora singer Stacey Kanuik 

will be joined in concert by Ash 
& Bloom tonight at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
The Aurora Community 

Band presents A Lord of  the 
Rings Holiday Concert featuring 
music from the Lord of  the Rings 
as well as holiday favourites.   
The concert will be held at the 
Anglican Parish of  Trinity, 
Aurora, 79 Victoria Street.  Kids 
and families, arrive at 2.30 
p.m. for fun holiday activities 
and to meet Santa Claus! The 
concert begins at 3 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 for adults and $5 for 
seniors and children, available 
at the door or by contacting 
auroracommunityband@gmail.
com. 

* * * * 
Write for Rights: Amnesty 

International will hold a 
“Writeathon” from 2 – 4 p.m. 
this afternoon. Write cards 
to human rights defenders 
around the world. All welcome. 
Refreshments. Trinity Anglican 
Church, 79 Victoria Street, 
Aurora. For more information, 
call 905-713-6713.

DECEMBER 5 – DECEMBER 14
Theatre Aurora presents 

Songs for a New World by 
Jason Robert Brown. Come 

for an engaging evening of  
musical theatre as Bob Riddell 
takes the audience through 
this contemporary Song Cycle 
where each song reveals a 
crossroads in the life or lives 
of  the individuals or couples 
in the scene. Audiences will 
thoroughly enjoy this collection 
of  thought-provoking, character 
driven songs, performed by an 
outstanding cast. For tickets or 
more information, visit www.
theatreauroran.com or call the 
box office at 905-727-3669.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
STORYTELLING BY THE 

FIRE – enjoy this event today at 
Hillary House in partnership 
with the Aurora Public Library. 
Toddlers and children will love 
this extension of  the Library’s 
successful story telling program, 
which brings some of  children’s 
favourite stories to a new setting. 
Please note children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 10.30 
to 11 a.m. – Participate in an 
half  hour of  awesome storytime 
fun for children of  all ages. 
We’ll sing Jingle Bells and other 
great holiday songs, read some 
excellent books about winter and 
winter holidays and meet some 
very friendly puppet animals. 
11 – 11.30 a.m. – enjoy some older 
classic children’s books such 
as Beatrix Potter’s The Tailor 
of  Gloucester. This part of  the 
program will be most suitable 
for families with children ages 5 
and up. 

* * * * 
The York Chamber Orchestra 

and the Trinity Festival Chorus 
Singers proudly present Camille 
Saint-Saens’ Oratorio de Noel 
and Holiday Favourites, directed 
by Tony Browning. Please join 
us for an evening of  wonderful 
music of  the season! Trinity 
Anglican Church, 79 Victoria 
Street. Tickets are available at 
the door. $20 for adults and $15 for 
seniors and students. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12
The Aurora Chamber of  

Commerce will host their annual 
Holiday Gathering this evening 
from 6 – 9 p.m. at Annalisa 
Restaurant, 15171 Yonge Street, 
Aurora. This complimentary 
event is open only to Chamber 
members. Cash Bar. Advance 
registration is required. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
The Aurora Cultural 

Centre, 22 Church Street, 
presents A Victorian Christmas 
Afternoon, with sweets and 
tea graciously donated by MP 
Lois Brown, followed by a 
professional performance of  
the beloved holiday classic A 
Christmas Carol by the Humber 
River Shakespeare Company. 
Refreshments and love music at 
1 p.m. Theatrical performance 
at 2 p.m. Tickets are $15 or $45 

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Sexism  
in Politics?

A & F Hair Elite

In the Aurora Shopping Centre Next to No Frills 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

Monday to Saturday
$16 including tax

SENIOR’S SPECIAL  Men’s Haircut 

PlumbingService
EST. 1972

905-727-3210
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

BPS

www.bobsplumbing.ca

for a pack of  four, available in 
advance. For more information, 
call 905-713-1818.

* * * * 
The York Regional 

Community Choir will host 
“Celebrate with Us: Canada in 
December” today at 2 p.m. at 
Trinity Anglican Church (79 
Victoria Street). Tickets are 
$10.00 at the door. Call Sandra at 
905-775-7390 to reserve. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
Aurora’s Borealis kicks off  

tonight, lighting the trees around 
Town Park for the winter season. 
Trees will be lit every evening 
from 6 - 11 p.m. beginning tonight 
until Family Day on Monday, 
February 17. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
The York Symphony Concert 

presents its YSO Holiday 
Spectacular today at 3.30 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. Enjoy a concert 
filled with good cheer, all your 
favourite carols and the ever-
popular audience singalong with 
full symphony accompaniment 
Bring the family along for 
this delightful winter concert 
at Trinity Anglican Church. 
Two performances.  For 
more information, visit www.
yorksymphony.ca. 

JANUARY 7 – 16, 2014
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 

22 Church Street, presents Aurora 
High School GRADS Show. 
A vibrant annual exhibition 
showcasing the work of  the 
Grade 12 visual arts students; 
reception January 9 from 7 – 9 
p.m. Free gallery admission: 
Tuesday – Saturday, 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Fully accessible building; 
elevator entrance at north doors. 

www.auroraculturalcentre.ca
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14

Winter arts classes and 
one-day workshops begin 
today at the  Aurora Cultural 
Centre, 22 Church Street. 
New offerings, including 
Stained Glass, Songwriting, 
Creative Writing, Acrylic and 
Watercolour techniques – over 
25 classes for all interests! Fully 
accessible venue; elevator at 
north entrance. Full program 
information available online at 
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca. 

 JANUARY 22 & 29
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 

22 Church Street, presents two 
Society of  York Region Artists 
Gallery Talks; 1 – 3 p.m. on each 
Wednesday. Join us to learn about 
the artists creative processes. 
Free gallery admission: Tuesday 
– Saturday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.. Fully 
accessible building; elevator 
entrance at north doors. www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24
The Aurora Cultural 

Centre, 22 Church Street 
presents John Sheard with 
“The Great Reunion Concert” 
with legendary guitarist (and 
bon vivant) Wendell Ferguson. 
Joined by Dennis Pendrith on 
the bass. A memorable evening 
of  music virtuosity, musings, 
and plenty of  laughter. Tickets 
$25 in advance, or $30 day of  
concert. Doors open 7.30 p.m.; 
concert at 8 p.m., with general 
admission seating and a cash bar. 
Fully accessible venue; elevator 
at north entrance. To purchase 
drop by the Centre, or call  
905-713-1818. www.auroracultural 
centre.ca.
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50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

DryCleaners, Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

WE HONOUR ALL LOCAL 
COMPETITORS COUPONS 

www.crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Crystal WHITE Earn your
airmiles 
sponsor

LOST & FOUND

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE

FOUND – A set of  GM car keys 
in the area of  Baywell Cres-
cent, Aurora. Incl. automatic 
door unlock. To claim, call 647-
680-8336.

PAINTING HELP

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but, it you want to be there
when they do... 

Advertise in The Auroran, 
CLASSIFIEDS  

Call: 905-727-3300

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

FOR SALE
VINTAGE 1960s gold pair 
of  gold woven bucket chairs. 
Both in good condition. $100 
or best offer for set of  two 
pieces. Call 905-727-6497.

ONE OF NORTH AMERICA’S 
LARGEST financial services 
companies is rapidly expand-
ing in this area. If  you desire a 
dynamic career with excellent  
income potential, call Ruth 
Greaves at 1-888-240-4767.

EAVESTROUGHS CLEANING

Professional 

and repairs 
Guaranteed Results  
Kevin 416-857-7401

LEAfGUARD INStALLAtION
EAvEStROUGH CLEANING 

Simcoe York Group of Newspapers
“A Division of London Publishing”
Your Community Newspapers

POSITION SUMMARY:
Acting as an inside, telemarketing Junior Sales Representative, 
develops and sells commercial advertising space, to current and 
prospective advertisers through regular contact. Operates within 
assigned territory to develop maximum revenue. 

Inside Sales Representative/Telemarketing

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Developing territory: Contact with current and prospective clients.
•  All paper work associated with the advertising ordering and billing process 

to be correctly completed and submitted in a timely manner.
• Projects effi cient, confi dent and professional appearance and mannerisms.
•  Responsive to customer needs, identifi es customer complaints and ensures 

all complaints are resolved.

• Perform all other duties as assigned by the Manager.

EXPECTATIONS:
•  Have an understanding of all applicable York Simcoe Group of Newspapers 

and corresponding rates.
•  Must have a good understanding of your territory and clients, 

their potential and opportunities for growth.
•  Is willing to invest the appropriate amount of time required 

to maximize your territory’s potential.
•  Be required to own your own reliable vehicle. Possess good oral 

and written communication skills.

• Have a positive attitude and care about your clients.

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Sales Driven
• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Great Interpersonal Skills

PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUMÉ TO:
karin@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Deadline: Monday 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300    Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

CLASSIFIEDS
150
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FOR YOUR CLEANING RESOLUTION 
LET SPAR-CLEAN BE YOUR SOLUTION”

Seasons Greetings 
SPAR-CLEAN

 ...and 
So Are 
Your Guests 

Christmas 
is 

Coming...

 DISCOUNT10%
with this ad, refer someone receive additional 10% 

(905) 967-0445 
“privately owned and operated since 1996.”

www.spar-clean.ca

FASTEST GROWING compa-
ny in the history of  relation-
ship marketing. $100 Million 
our first year in one country 
one product. Be one of  the 
first in Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

CAREER

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

THE PERSONAL PROP-
ERTy, household goods, 
and contents of  the follow-
ing rental spaces will be 
sold for cash or otherwise 
disposed of  to satisfy rent-
al liens for unpaid rent in 
accordance with Ontar-
io Statutes Chapter R25 
and our lease agreement 
on November 28, 2013 at 
10am sharp, at Northern 
Self  Storage, Aurora. Unit 
Numbers; A49, A64, A59, 
K17, A04, H17, H19

LOCAL GENERAL CON-
TRATOR looking for full-
time experienced carpen-
ters/carpenter’s helpers. 
Must be hard working 
and reliable, and have 
a valid driver’s licence. 
Whimis/fall arrest/first 
aid training would be an 
asset. Email resume and 
wage expectations to: mo-
delbuilders@rogers.com. 
Only qualified candidates 
will be contacted. 

FARM MANAGER
EXPERIENCED FULL-TIME LIVE-IN FARM MANAGER 

WANTED FOR HOBBY FARM NORTH OF TORONTO.
Responsibilities include:
*  full responsibility for planting and harvesting approx. 75 acres of crop
 (summer and harvest help hired as needed);
*  routine maintenance of farm equipment and buildings on the property
 (painting, cleaning, minor repairs); 
*   knowledge and operation of farm equipment is essential; 
*  grass cutting and gardening ; 
*  snow clearance of property in winter;
*  managing purchases of supplies;
*  other duties as agreed upon.

Salary $35,000 to $40,000 per year depending on experience plus accom-
modation (modern and well-maintained spacious house on property suitable 
for family).  

Position requires a hard-working, self-directed, responsible individual with 
good inter-personal skills.  

Apply with resume and strong references by email to kingfarm@rogers.com.

Clean driver’s abstract and criminal background check will be required of 
candidate.

Deadline for applications: December 6, 2013.

We thank all applicants, but we will only contact those who have been 
short-listed for an interview.

TIME SENSITIVE
MATERIAL

PLEASE RETURN
PROOFED 

WITHIN AN HOUR 
OF  RECEIPT,
THANK YOU

905-729-2287
FAX: 905-729-2541

kvweekly@bellnet.ca

  Proofed and
  approved by 
  
  Date:  
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  Sales Rep.: MS
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REVISED PROOF

BOOKKEEPING SERvICES
• ACC PAC 
• Simply Accounting 
• Quick Books 
• M.Y.O.B

Specializing In: 

Contact: WENDY BEAMISH 
B: 416-720-4949  F: 905-503-1716
E. bookkeeper38@hotmail.com

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

CAREER POSITIONS

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

FULL TIME POSITION
Transportation CSR position...Etobicoke...min 2 years exp.

 Licensed Millwright……Bolton location, $28 / hr.

Testing Engineer….Cdn. & Us travel, P.ENG req’d, exp. with 
AutoCAD, AAMA, NFPA, ASTM an asset

Quality Manager—Degree a must--$60-80K

Administrator—Inventory, Logistics, and SAP a must

Experienced Factory, Warehouse Workers

Machine Operators...Saws, polishers, Laminators

CNC / Water Jet Operators....will train…
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THIS COULD 
BE YOUR 

SPOT 
CALL TO ADVERTISE 

905-727-3300

NOT EVERYONE  
needs your services all the time, but, it you want to be there when they do... 

Advertise in The Auroran, 
AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY  

Call 905-727-3300

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

CROWN MOULDING

CLEANERS

AUTO GLASS GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO

ALUMINUM REPAIRS

TREE CARE

REAL ESTATE

STONE

WATER

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

CREMATION

MOVING

PAINTER

PAINTERDENTAL

MEMORIALHANDYMAN

GARAGE DOOR  & ELECTRIC OPENERS

RENOVATIONS

Quality workmanship
competitive prices

Specializing in: drywall repairs, 
flooring, tiling, backsplash  

& trim work.  
Small jobs welcome. Free estimates

CGM RENOVATIONS

416-271-7762

ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

Golden 
Handshake

905-841-6334  

• Aluminum Repairs 
• Door/Window Repairs 
• Downpipe Repairs 
• Eavestrough Repairs 
• Caulking
• Eavestrough Cleaning

40 Years 
Experience

HARRISON

Your trusted source for custom glass 
showers, glass table tops and mirrors 

for over 50 years!

UPPER CANADA GLASS

905-773-5203 • shop@uppercanadaglass.ca
13110 Yonge Street, Oak Ridges, Ontario

Christmas Special!
2 Rooms $349

using Benjamin Moore paints
We also do exteriors

PKD Painting 
905-836-4347 or 905-251-1977

Local Newmarket company serving 
Newmarket, Aurora, Bradford since 1985

THE BEST KEPT SECRET
IN KING!

4681 Lloydtown Aurora Road (Pottageville) 905-939-8680
Boutique Hours: Tuesdays - Saturdays 10am - 6pm

Café by Reservation Only - Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays

Delicious Lunches      Gorgeous Gardens      Unique Gift Shop

Boutique Shop with lots of
Christmas greens, gifts and berries

I have had a few people ask 
me now whatever happened 
to the old “handshake” deals. 

You know the one where 
someone comes in to look 
at your house, talk over the 
work you are looking to have 
done, they tell you a price and 

bingo you extend your hand 
and make it all official with a 
handshake. 

This was the way it used 
to be a long time ago – well, at 
least before my time.  It was 
a time when “your word was 
your bond.” Perhaps I am 
seeing it through some rose- 
coloured glasses, but I feel it 
was a better time!

Unfortunately, times have 
changed.   

Both homeowners and 
contractors alike have had to 
turn to the courts in order to 
either get the work they’ve 
paid for, or get paid for the 
work they’ve done.  

So, yes, you could say 
that we have become a more 
litigious society as a result.  
People have found a need to 

protect themselves and their 
assets from people looking 
to make a quick buck, or the 
opposite of  not getting paid 
for work done.

So, the right thing to do, 
the most sensible thing to do, 
is to get it in writing before 
you part with your cash (this 
protects both parties). 

That is how I have 
always done it, and how I 
suspect I will always do it. A 
handshake may be the feel 
good way to do things, but it 
won’t protect you when, or if, 
things go wrong.

But, I still think the most 
important thing in business 
is the understanding, the look 
in the eye, the handshake, and 
the personal trust that that all 
engenders. No piece of  paper 

GET YOURSELF 
INVITED BACK 

NEXT YEAR

can beat that.

Until next week, remember 
a good job, is a job well done! 

Also, if  you have any questions 
or topic suggestions you can 
reach me at www.facebook.
com/anastasisdesign or on 

twitter, @ADesign_build 
and email, of  course, at 
A n a s t a s i s @ a n a s t a s i s 
design.ca.
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