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CULTURE DAYS IN AURORA

Culture lovers fanned out across Aurora Saturday for the second  
annual Aurora Culture Days. Hosted by the Aurora Public Library, Cultur-
al Centre, Farmers’ Market and Historical Society, it provided a feast for 
the eyes, ears and stomachs. Above, classical musicians Bonnie Silver and  
Norbert Kraft brought their Grammy to the Library while the two appeared as 
“Human Books”.  For more, see Page 16.              Auroran photo by David Falconer

Continued on page 19

Transit fare hike approved with  
break for kids and seniors

By Brock Weir

York Regional Council approved transit fare hikes for the year ahead, but offered a degree of  
relief  for kids and seniors on the final vote Thursday. 

Following last week’s vote, standard cash fares on York Region Transit will increase by 25 
cents to $4, express fares will increase to $4.50, adult tickets to $3.30, student tickets to $2.50, 
senior and child tickets to $2, and express tickets to $3.80.

Adult and student monthly passes will also see an increase. Adults riding the YRT will see 
their monthly passes rise to $132 ($152 for an express pass), and students to $99. During last 
week’s debate, however, users of  seniors and children passes got a slight break, as Regional 
Council voted to nix fare increases on those passes. 

The suggestion was made by Vaughan Councillor Deb Schulte who said the purchases 
of  senior and child passes had been trending downward, and increasing fares would only 
exacerbate the problem.

“This is really a demographic we would like to move onto the pass, and the more we raise 
those amounts the less chance we have of  getting people to go in that direction,” she said. 
“We’re not talking about a lot of  a [cost] impact [if  we take this off]. It is $50,000 and I think it 
makes a big difference if  we’re trying to move people to get passes and go in that direction.”

While her motion to keep the status quo on senior and child passes received the overall 
support of  Regional Council, it highlighted what Council described as the difficulty in striking 
the right balance between the Region’s stated objective of  hitting 50 per cent cost recovery from 
transit through fares, while keeping fares themselves competitive to get more people on buses. 

“We have to come to terms with what direction we want to take,” said Vaughan Regional 

Firefighter Jordan gave 
young Mason, seen 
here with his mother 
Amy, a hands-on look 
at what it takes to join 
the crew Saturday at 
their annual Open 
House at the Fred Bols-
by Fire Station near 
Leslie and Wellington. 
Hundreds of aspiring 
future fire fighters like 
Mason and their par-
ents took part in the 
fun and demonstra-
tions. For more, see 
Page 11.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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AURORA 150 FACT:

Image courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

The Imperial Bank of Canada

The Imperial Bank of Canada was located at the southwest 
corner of Yonge Street and Wellington Street from 1913 to 
1917. Later, the bank moved to the east side of Yonge Street.

Recognizing Long-standing Businesses  

As part of The Town of Aurora’s 150th anniversary celebration, 
businesses that have operated for 25 years or more will be 
recognized in an upcoming promotional campaign. A list of 
these long-standing businesses is available for viewing on the 
front page of www.aurora.ca  

The Town would like to ensure that the list of businesses is 
accurate. If your business has been in Aurora for 25 years 
or more and does not appear on the list, please contact 
communications@aurora.ca

PUBLIC NOTICES
Comprehensive Storm Water Management 
Master Plan  

The Town of Aurora is developing a Comprehensive Storm 
Water Management Master Plan (CSWM-MP) that follows 
the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Process for 
Master Plans and will be implemented before June 2, 2014, 
as required by the Lake Simcoe Protection Act.

Residents are invited to attend a public meeting on 
Tuesday, October 15 from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the 
Holland Room at Aurora Town Hall.

Residents will learn the evaluation criteria and process used 
for the selection of preferred storm water management 
alternatives as well as information regarding the preliminary 
implementation plan. 

No formal presentations are scheduled however Town staff 
and the engineering consultant will be available to discuss 
the proposed plan and answer questions.

For more information, please contact Glen McArthur, 
Municipal Engineer, Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 
ext. 4322 or gmcarthur@aurora.ca

Fall Aquatics Program Registration  

Due to the renovation project scheduled to commence on 
Friday, November 1 at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex, 
aquatics lessons advertised in the 2013 Fall Parks & 
Recreation Program Guide have changed. As a result, 
course codes listed in the guide are no longer valid. Please 
refer to the September Mini-Session or the new October 
Mini-Session schedules available at 
www.aurora.ca/aquatics

Reconstruction of Elderberry Trail, Springmaple 
Chase and Houdini Way  

The Town of Aurora intends to reconstruct Elderberry Trail, 
Springmaple Chase and Houdini Way in 2014, subject to 
approval from Aurora Town Council. 

A public meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 8 from 
5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Holland Room at Aurora Town 
Hall. There are no formal presentations scheduled, however 
Town staff will be available to discuss the proposed plans 
and answer questions.

For more information, please contact Patrick Ngo, Municipal 
Engineer, Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 ext. 4375 or 
pngo@aurora.ca

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Dinner and a Movie  

Smurfs 2 (Rated PG) 

Where:  Aurora Public Library

When:  Saturday, October 5  
 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Ages:  11 to 14 year-olds

Price:  Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.

For more information, please call 905-726-3123 ext. 3123

 Skylight Gallery  

During the month of October, the Skylight Gallery will 
feature the artwork of Darlene J. Winfield. Darlene has 
traveled the world extensively and studied art history in 
Greece, Italy, Mexico and Indonesia. Darlene is a self-taught 
oil artist who produces work that is representational and 
abstract. Many of her paintings are in private collections. 

Regular viewing times are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to 
Friday, Aurora Town Hall, 3rd floor.

Aurora Public Library Events  

On Wednesday, October 2 from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., the 
Aurora Public Library (APL) will host Pumpkin-Palooza 
for children ages 6 to 8. Let the APL teach you all about 
pumpkins! Participants will assemble a three-dimensional 
pumpkin to take home.

For beginners to experienced chess players, the Aurora 
Public Library will host Chess in the Library on Thursday, 
October 3 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Those 18 years of age and 
older can enjoy the game with like-minded players. 

The Aurora Public Library is located at 15145 Yonge Street. 
For more information, visit www.library.aurora.on.ca

Volunteers Needed for Haunted Forest  

The Town of Aurora is looking for enthusiastic and 
professional volunteers to help with this year’s Haunted 
Forest event. Assistance is needed with pumpkin carving, 
children’s crafts and event set-up and tear-down. 

Application forms are available online at www.aurora.ca/
specialevents 

For more information, please contact Laura Malone at 905-
727-3123 ext. 3123 or lmalone@aurora.ca

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Wednesday, October 2 7 p.m. Accessibility Advisory Committee
Thursday, October 3 7 p.m. Environmental Advisory Committee
Monday, October 7 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, October 8 7 p.m. Council
Thursday, October 10 7 p.m Economic Development Advisory Committee
Thursday, October 10 7:30 p.m. Committee of Adjustment

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

Another exciting event brought to you by

Saturday, October 26 2013
Sheppard’s Bush • 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities that are listed on our promotional material.

Tickets only sold in advance at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex and Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex

October 5 for residents. October 12 for non-residents. $4 per person.

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca 
for more information on this event.

Proudly Sponsored By:

Are you prepared for an emergency or disaster?
Don’t be scared. Be prepared.

Be prepared for a variety of weather or civil related emergencies by 
knowing the different types of risks, making a household emergency plan 
and assembling an emergency survival kit. 

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/emergencypreparedness

Evening Hours by Appointment Program

Are you a homeowner or contractor in need of a permit for a home 
renovation project? Can’t make it during regular business hours? 
The Town of Aurora is offering extended hours by 
appointment on: 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
 

Book your appointment today for a quick, “one-stop-shop” permit 
process. Call 905-727-3123 ext. 4390, 4394 or 4388 or email 
building@aurora.ca. Please call at least one day in advance. 

The Evening Hours by Appointment Program allows for review of projects 
that qualify under the Town’s Residential Express Permit Program. 
For information on projects that qualify, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/REPP  

Appointments take place at Aurora Town Hall 
Building Services division, 3rd floor

www.aurora.ca/buildingservices
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Briefly
SOUTHLAKE DEPARTMENT 
CLOSURE SPARKS PETITION

Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees introduced a petition at 
Queen’s Park on Monday calling on more action for lung health 
support. The petition was spurred by the cancellation of  Southlake 
Regional Health Centre’s respiratory rehabilitation program, the sole 
provider of  such programs to York Region and other communities 
within the Southlake boundaries. Mr. Klees’ petition calls for further 
support for over 850,000 Ontarians living with Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease (COPD) and other ailments.

“York Region residents suffering from COPD have been 
devastated by the news that the Southlake respiratory rehab program 
has been cancelled,” said Mr. Klees after the petition’s introduction 
this week. “While an attempt is being made to accommodate some 
patients through a patchwork of  other programs, it is unacceptable 
that York Region COPD patients no longer have access to a dedicated 
respiratory rehabilitation program. What is needed is a province-
wide action plan for lung health to improve prevention, early 
diagnosis and patient outcomes.”

PLANT TREES SATURDAY
Head out to Carisbrooke Circle near Bayview and Vandorf  Road 

this Saturday morning to help plant over 430 trees as part of  TD Tree 
Days Planting. Conducted by the TD Friends of  the Environment 
Foundation, the Aurora planting is part of  a wide-ranging program 
hitting 140 locations with a target of  45,000 trees planted. Although 
pre-registration for the tree plantings is currently full, organizers 
always welcome extra pairs of  hands to show up on the day itself. 
The project gets underway at 10 a.m. According to TD, Carisbrooke 
Circle was selected because of  its large slope of  former pasture land 
“in need of  naturalization.” In time, they added, the trees will “create 
viable habitat for a variety of  wildlife, stabilize the slope to prevent 
erosion, filter run-off  from the adjacent residential subdivision and 
create a natural wind and noise barrier from Bayview.” For more 
information, visit www.tdtreedays.com. 

“CRASH TEST DUMMY” TOURS SCHOOLS
Juno Award winner Mitch Dorge of  the Crash Test Dummies 

will bring his message of  “responsible decision making” to Aurora 
schools next week. In a tour organized by The Co-operators, his 
presentation will cover drug and alcohol awareness, peer pressure, 
driving safety, bullying and goal setting. “As a rock star and a very 
charismatic individual, Mitch is just the type of  person who can get 
through to teenagers and make a real difference in their lives,” said 
Kevin Winsor of  The Co-operators in a statement. “That’s why I’m 
thrilled to help bring Mitch to Aurora and Newmarket.” Dorge will 
present to St. Maximilian Kolbe CHS Students on Monday morning 
and again at Cardinal Carter on Wednesday.

It was a record setting year as golf enthusiasts from Aurora and around York Region headed up to Silver Lakes 
Golf Centre in East Gwillimbury for the annual Aurora Mayor’s Charity Golf Classic. This year’s tourney raised 
$37,500 for local groups and non-profits, including Welcoming Table, ABLE Network, and the Aurora Sport Hall 
of Fame. (Left) Stewart Maclaren, Damir Vrancic, an unusually shy Kim Kerr, and Brian North clowned around 
while (Right) Mayor Geoffrey Dawe teed off.                                                                         Auroran photos by David Falconer

Hall of Fame seeks alternate support after Council nixes grant
By Brock Weir

The show must go on for 
the Aurora Hall of  Fame 
Induction dinner. 

Committee members 
behind the November dinner 
set to honour the inaugural 
inductees for the Hall of  Fame 
are looking for additional 
support after Council denied 
a $3,000 sponsorship package 
for the event. 

“The ultimate goal we 
have is to put a high quality 
event on and we are going to 
do that and we’re committed 
to doing that regardless,” says 
Ron Weese, Director of  Sport 
Aurora, a leading force behind 
the development of  the Sport 
Hall of  Fame. 

A particularly “timely” 
boost came at the end of  the 
week with the Sport Hall 
of  Fame among the several 
community groups sharing 
the proceeds of  the Aurora 
Mayor’s Charity Golf  Classic 
on Thursday. The group 
will receive $5,000 from the 
tourney to help develop the 
initiative. 

Councillors were poised to 
endorse $3,000 sponsorship for 
the Induction Dinner going 
into last Tuesday’s Council 
meeting, but things hit a snag 
when a possible “conflict” was 
highlighted by Councillor 
John Gallo.  

Harking back to lingering 
uncertainty over whether 
Council members would be 
allowed to sit on the board of  
the Aurora Cultural Centre 
while steering clear of  
potential conflicts of  interest, 
Councillor Gallo questioned 
whether it would be a similar 
scenario for Councillor John 
Abel, who sits as a voting 
member for the Aurora Sport 
Hall of  Fame.

An Ontario Judge has yet 
to make his ruling on whether 
Councillors on the Cultural 
Board would constitute 
a conflict, Town Solicitor 
Warren Mar said he was 
unable to comment further on 
that issue. 

“In terms of  Councillors 
and a staff  member sitting on 
the board of  directors and also 
recommending to Council to 
spend tax dollars towards a 
particular event, I just want to 
make sure we’re doing things 
right,” said Councillor Gallo. 

These concerns were 
echoed by Councillor Wendy 

Gaertner. 
“[The report does involve 

money, and…is written by 
someone who is on the board 
of  directors,” she said of  the 
recommendation drafted by 
Al Downey, Aurora’s Director 
of  Parks and Recreation. 
“That just doesn’t seem right 
to me.” 

In the midst of  the 
discussion, Councillor Abel 
bowed out of   the debate, 
declaring a pecuniary 
interest in the matter. With 
his absence, the sponsorship 
failed on a tie vote of  4 – 4. 

With the remaining 
Councillors equally split 
on the issue, others did 
not have an issue with the 
recommendation. 

“Thinking back, we have 
had a number of  Councillors 
who currently sit around 
the table here as fundraising 
chairs for other organizations 
and they made requests of  
the Town,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. “I could 
be wrong, but it seems a little 
bit of  a grey area here about 
involvement with some of  us 
with charitable organizations 
and then approaching [the 
Town] for sponsorship 
dollars.”

Municipal staff  defended 
the recommendation, and 
the board, with CAO Neil 
Garbe stating Mr. Downey is 
tasked with “representing the 
Town’s interests on a myriad 
of  different functions” and 
represents the Town with 
a vote on the Hall of  Fame 
committee. This vote, he said, 
helps staff  “shape and guide 
things from the grassroots 
level”, something that was 
“expected” of  staff. He added 
that Council’s participation 
within such a group is not out 
of  the ordinary. 

“There are many 
occasions where a Councillor 
has acted in an organization 
we support,” said Mr. Garbe. 
“We support Southlake and 
there are people associated 
with the foundation. It is a 
frequent occurrence. [There 
have been] many occasions 
where a Council has an 
interest in an organization in 
Town and the Town supports 
that organization through the 
purchase of  tickets.”

Added Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe: “I am on the board of  
both the [Lake Simcoe Region] 
Conservation Authority and 

the Hospital, both of  which 
are funded by tax dollars. 
We had this conversation 
previously with respect to the 
Cultural Centre. It is not a new 
conversation. 

With the vote split down 
the middle with Mayor Dawe 
and Councillors Sandra 
Humfryes, Thompson, and 
Paul Pirri in favour and 
Councillors Chris Ballard, 
Evelyn Buck, Gaertner and 
Gallo against, they took one 
last kick at the issue before 
adjourning the meeting, 
bringing it back up for 
reconsideration and another 
vote. 

In order to bring the 
numbers back in favour, 
Councillor John Abel offered 
to resign from the Hall of  
Fame Committee, but without 
doing that through the proper 
channels that failed to make a 
difference.

“Not providing financial 
support for this initiative 
sends a clear message to [the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation] 
that we’re not supporting this 
initiative,” said Councillor 
Humfryes. “Housing the 
awards is wonderful, but 
without financial support 
from their local municipality, 
chances are they will not get 
that Trillium grant.”

Following Council’s 
decision, Mr. Weese said he 
agreed that not sponsoring 
the event sends the wrong 
message both to the 
community and the Trillium 
Grant.

“When you don’t support 
something, that sends a 
negative message to all 
potential sponsors.If  the 
municipality isn’t going to 
do it, they are not going to 
recognize it and celebrate it, 
which means they don’t value 
it. I don’t think that is the case 
with Council; I think that it 
is a case with the number 
of  Councillors who haven’t 
thought of  it enough.”

Among the others 
benefiting from this year’s golf  
tournament were the ABLE 
Network, which provides 
opportunities for adults 
just out of  high school with 
intellectual challenges, and 
Welcoming Table, a program 
bringing seasonal free meals, 
conversation, and good 
company to lower income 
people in the community. 

“This was our most 

successful year,” said Mayor 
Dawe of  the $37,500 raised 
this year. “[Benefiting 
groups] tend to have a very 
broad community approach 
and they tend to be smaller 
organizations. If  you look 
at the ABLE Network, a 
$5,000 donation to the ABLE 
Network is a substantial 
income for them. It is an area 
where the committee feels we 
can make a positive impact.

“For the Welcome Table 
as well, that is a pretty 
substantial donation for them 
and it helps a lot of  people 
in the community that we 
perhaps seem to forget from 
time to time.”
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Growing up for the bulk of  my 
formative years in what was once a 
very countrified area of  Newmarket, 
we were privy to our own kind of  
“Secret Garden.”

It wasn’t a “garden” in the 
true sense of  the word, it was 
otherworldly nonetheless. To 
passersby standing at the foot of  our 
driveway looking northward toward 
our house, it seems as though our 
property featured two very large 
and undoubtedly ancient apple 
trees. When they were in full bloom, 
the bursts of  green and white were 
decidedly hard to miss.

The caveat, however, was in 
public planning. For reasons which I 
can only chalk up to a land surveyor 
intoxicated to some degree, these 
two trees actually belonged to our 
next-door neighbours despite being 
on our side of  what would have been 
the obvious geographical divide. 

Nevertheless, they kindly allowed 
us kids to play amongst their 
branches and the larger of  the two 
was indeed this near-paradise of  a 
secret garden. It was so expansive 
there was a clearing within its 
branches big enough for four or five 
people if  you knew the right way to 
get through the tangled limbs. 

At the centre was a primitive, but 
very effective, rope swing, affixed to 
the largest branch hanging over a 
veritable carpet of  white and purple 
trilliums. Once inside, the sun shone 
in but you were really cut off  to the 
outside word.

Given the age of  the trees – and 
one of  them a bit rickety compared 
to the other – it was made clear to 
us by our parents (the trees were 
popular with the neighbours as well) 
that they did not belong to us and 
if  one or both ever had to go it was 
something we had to deal with. 

We dreaded the day, but it was a 
reality we had to deal with.

Our house has since been sold. 
Sadly, one of  our neighbours is no 
longer with us either, but the trees 
remain. And it is likely the new 
homeowners feel the same way. 

Over the past few weeks, those of  
us who sit in the Council chambers 
week after week to take in the 

debate, have witnessed hour upon 
hour of  debate over three piddly 
little trees in the southeast corner 
of  Aurora in the heart of  a relatively 
new subdivision. 

I mean no disrespect by the use of  
the word “piddly.” It is not reflective 
of  the neighbours’ passions or 
the importance of  the trees to this 
particular subdivision, but entirely 
tied to the importance of  them in the 
grand scheme of  things in keeping 
our town chugging along. 

Thinking back to “our” trees, I 
certainly feel the neighbours pain, 
but there seems to be a disconnect 
between what is practical and what 
is, from an emotional standpoint, 
viewed as right and just. Reports 
have been made clear that while two 
of  the three trees are in fine shape, 
the other is in a more precarious 
state. Substantial investments will 
have to be made to prop the third 
one up, but thus far I haven’t seen 
any vote of  support given by the 
neighbours or Aurora Councillors to 
help finance that endeavour.

Despite the extensive debates, as 
hundreds of  logs were felled in the 
2C Developments, with little more 
than a few batted eyelids, there are 
no practical solutions on offer for 
these three trees by any of  the three 
bodies. 

In the middle of  last week’s 
debate, Councillor Gaertner said 
it was a situation created between 
the developers and Town Planning 
staff  in drafting and subsequently 
approving a plan that was ultimately 
doomed to failure. 

“This is not our responsibility, it 
is not our doing, and I am very, very 

sorry the homeowner finds himself  
in this situation. Somebody has 
messed up and it wasn’t Council. 
I don’t think we should take those 
trees down to accommodate that 
mistake.”

At the end of  the day she is, of  
course, correct.

It wasn’t Council’s fault, but 
I’m not as convinced it is not their 
responsibility. The homeowner has 
come to Council seeking help and 
guidance on how to proceed with 
his new home. His neighbours have 
come to Council seeking help on 
how to maintain the trees they hold 
so dear. Council is in an unenviable 
position. They eventually have 
to back one party, their vote will 
ultimately please someone, but not 
everyone. In my view, it should come 
down to the most practical solution 
and be determined by discussions the 
lengths of  which are proportionate 
to the Town as a whole. 

After all, many, many things of  
much greater importance to the 
entire community – from what the 
Town is looking for when it comes 
to a new tennis facility at Stewart 
Burnett Park on the lower side 
of  the scale, to the (let’s pause for 
emphasis) the 2013 Budget itself ! 
– have passed entirely on consent 
when it was time finally seal them 
with the Mayor’s signature.  

DOG-EARED BUT NOT BRUISED
I would like to thank everyone 

who took me for a spin last week. 
I am, of  course, referring to the 
Human Library event held at the 
Aurora Public Library on Saturday 
afternoon. Not knowing exactly 
what to expect from it, I had an 
absolute blast meeting new people, 
fielding their interesting questions, 
and learning more about their 
fascinating stories. 

I look forward to the Library’s 
roster for Culture Days 2014 and 
promise to be a very active patron 
myself.

On a final note to Matthew and 
Alexandra, my youngest checker-
outers from Saturday, best of  luck 
in your upcoming festival. I’m sure 
you’ll be great!

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.
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Reader impressed with 
“democratic spirit” of letter

I have to say that I am impressed with the 
democratic spirit and fearlessness demonstrated by 
Bruce Walkinshaw, who wrote a letter to the editor on 
September 25 entitled “Gallo’s letter had a delicious 
touch of  irony.”

 Regardless of  what was specifically said in the letter, 
I am impressed by the simple fact that anyone in this 
town would remain willing to express their political 
views in a way that may run contrary to any given 
Councillor who appears to support the Town funding of  
private defamation lawsuits. 

While it is true that the provincial Liberals are 
currently trying to pass legislation in order to address 
SLAPP litigation and the potential harm that it can do 
to public discourse, it also remains to be seen how much 
support they will get from our local Liberal Association 
executive committee or certain members of  Aurora 
Council. 

The potential passing of  Anti-SLAPP legislation in 
the form of  the Protection of  Public Participation Act, 
2012, could conceivably help to protect members of  
the public who dare to weigh in on matters of  public 
importance in the future, but we have also learned from 
experience that laws and Codes of  Conduct are clearly 
open to interpretation. 

For that reason, I applaud Bruce Walkinshaw’s 
bravery in sharing his political views.

 
Richard Johnson

Aurora

(Editor’s Note: This summer, Aurora Councillors signed 
a letter to Premier Kathleen Wynne endorsing stron-
ger anti-SLAPP recommendations.)

A plea to Mother Nature

Pleased Gallo has not 
waivered 

Could you please let lightning strike and take care of  
this tree issue? (See Page 8) The amount of  time Council 
is spending on this is proving to be embarrassing, not to 
mention the poor family that just wants to move to our 
town and begin a new life!

Kelli M. Collins
Aurora

(Re: Gallo’s letter had ‘delicious touch of irony’,  
says Reader. September 25)

The Aurora Town Council’s support of  legal action of  
our former mayor (Phyllis Morris) was not dismissed, as 
stated in Mr. Walkinshaw’s  Letter to the Editor last week. 
It was abandoned after the new Town Council 
elected to no longer financially support it. 
There were sound monitory reasons not to continue, 
but the principle for the action still prevails today. 
I am pleased to note that Councillor Gallo is not wavering 
in his stance for having voted in support for the action. 

Alex Vander Veen
Aurora
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Ever since I put the first question 
to the Minister of  Health about the 
Ornge Air Ambulance scandal in 
March of  2011, my office has become 
the destination point for brown 
envelopes and anonymous emails that 
often contain allegations of  gross 
mismanagement, waste and outright 
fraudulent activity across government 
ministries and agencies. 

They all start with the same appeal: 
“Please ensure my anonymity, because 
I can’t risk losing my job”.

The initial revelations about the 
Ornge scandal started the same way. 
First emails from anonymous sources, 
then envelopes containing copies 
of  emails and internal documents 
implicating senior executives in 
questionable if  not fraudulent 
activities. 

But it was not until a few brave 
souls made the courageous decision 
to allow their names to stand behind 
the allegations that those issues were 
allowed to be brought forward on the 
public record. 

It was because of  their courageous 
testimony that we were able to expose 
the mismanagement and abuse of  the 
public trust that not only resulted in 
the waste of  millions of  health care 
dollars, but also threatened the lives 
of  dedicated first responders and 
compromised patient care.

Defending the Indefensible 
Those who have followed this 

story, know that the Minister and the 
Premier deflected every question put 
to them about the goings on at Ornge 

until they could no 
longer do so - thanks 
to the overwhelming 
evidence brought to 
light by courageous 
whistle-blowers both 
within government and 
Ornge itself.

After more than 
eighteen months 
of  public hearings, 
criminal investigations 
and a scathing Auditor 
General’s Report 
that chastised the 
government for its lack of  oversight, 
one would have thought that some hard 
lessons were learned. Unfortunately, 
the events of  this past week confirmed 
for me that the doctrine of  defending 
the indefensible is alive and well on the 
front benches at Queen’s Park.

To illustrate, I invite you to consider 
the following excerpts from the Official 
Hansard Transcript of  an exchange 
that took place between myself  and the 
Minister of  Health during Question 
Period this past Wednesday. The 
information I presented to the Minister 
had been relayed to me the day before 
by a reliable source.

Official Hansard Transcript
Mr. Frank Klees: To the Minister of  

Health: Just after midnight on August 
29, Thunder Airlines, under contract 
to Ornge to provide air ambulance 
service, was dispatched to Pikangikum 
First Nation. That was a Code 4.

When that crew landed, an Air 
Bravo aircraft, also under contract to 

Ornge, was already 
there with two 
Ornge paramedics. 
Air Bravo could not 
transfer that patient 
because the satellite 
telephone was not 
functioning. The 
patient, along with 
the Ornge medics, 
was flown to Thunder 
Bay, where the patient 
was eventually 
admitted. The delay 
was extensive.

Is the minister aware of  this 
incident, and can she tell us what the 
outcome was for that patient?

Hon. Deborah Matthews: Speaker, I 
can tell you that Ornge is committed to 
providing the highest possible quality 
of  care in Pikangikum and elsewhere 
across this whole province. I can tell 
you that the new leadership in Ornge 
is really focusing on measuring and 
improving the care they provide, and 
I can assure you that every effort is 
made to provide the highest quality 
care in every case.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): 
Supplementary?

Mr. Frank Klees: Apparently the 
minister knows nothing about it.

I can tell the minister that that 
patient died. I can also tell the minister 
that it is alleged that the reason the 
Air Bravo satellite telephone was not 
working was because Air Bravo had not 

paid its bills. I can also tell the minister 
that the CEO of  Air Bravo admitted 
under testimony last week that the 
company was having serious financial 
difficulties.

I can also tell the minister that 
Ornge failed, when issuing a contract 
to Air Bravo, to conduct any financial 
inspection of  that company to 
determine whether it had the capacity 
to deliver.

I’d like to ask the minister this 
question: After everything we have 
heard about the lack of  oversight on 
the part of  the ministry and on the part 
of  Ornge over the work that has to be 
done to deliver safe, secure, reliable air 
ambulance, why, over this number of  
months, do we still have to hear about 
incidents like this?

Hon. Deborah Matthews: I know the 
member opposite would be interested 
in hearing some of  the quality metrics 
and results at Ornge.

* * * *
Actually, I was not interested 

in hearing anything about quality 
metrics. I was hoping to get a 
forthright response from the Minister 
to a question that has serious 
implications to our province’s air 
ambulance system, the safety of  
the front line people delivering that 
service and the quality and reliability 
of  patient care. You decide how much 
we’ve learned.

The full transcript and video of  the 
question is available on my website at 
www.frankklees.com      

I might be dating myself, but I 
remember back when just by looking 
around you knew what time of  year it 
was.

Hearts and roses in the stores? Must 
be getting close to Valentine’s Day.  Ads 
for chocolate rabbits? Easter must be 
coming.  

‘She deserves a break’ brunch 
specials posted?  Sounds like Mother’s 
Day.

Now, even after referring to a 
calendar, you can never tell exactly 
which season it is.

The recent back-to-school sales, 
which should have taken over the 
August calendar, were overshadowed 
by the appearance of  Hallowe’en 
merchandise.  And now if  you want to 
find anything to do with Halloween, 
you have to work your way through all 
the increasing shelf  and display space 
devoted to Christmas.

Of  course, it’s not the average 
citizen who is pushing to get an early 
jump on the various seasons (except 
for that neighbor of  yours who never 
takes down his Christmas lights, but he 
doesn’t count), it’s the retailers.

I appreciate the fact that times are 

tight, and that from 
a store owner’s 
perspective, the 
sooner people can 
start being guilted 
into parting with 
their money for some 
consumer-oriented 
holiday (which face 
it, they all are now), 
the better…but it’s 
the blurring of  the 
seasons that annoys 
me.

I like to look 
forward to, focus on, 
and enjoy one event 
at a time, then move on.  

Let’s look at October. Now that it’s 
here I love getting into the Hallowe’en 
spirit; decorations, people dressed in 
costumes, scary movies on TV, jack ‘o 
lanterns on porches, and the crunch 
of  autumn leaves underfoot as trick-or-
treaters prowl the neighbourhoods.  

I don’t want to start thinking about 
Christmas until at least November, and 
preferably not until after Remembrance 
Day, but you know the retailers won’t 
allow me, or anyone else for that matter 

who may have a spare 
dollar in their pocket, 
that luxury.  

So, instead of  being 
able to think about all 
things Hallowe’en, I’m 
starting to be distracted 
by Christmas cards in 
the stores, pre-December 
sale fliers in the mail, 
and window displays full 
of  snow.  

The latter is especially 
confusing when it’s not 
even cold enough to have 
put the lawn mower or 
patio furniture away for 

the winter.  
And you just know that stores will be 

starting to play Christmas carols any 
day now.

Although most obvious this time 
of  year, this isn’t just a Christmas 
occurrence.  This seasonal creep 
happens year-round, with vendors and 
other interested parties reminding 
us earlier and earlier of  some future 
occasion.

Maybe it would be easier all around 
if  the retailers just did away with 

the pretense of  finishing up with one 
holiday before starting the next, and 
just merged them all.

I can see it now; Christmas trees 
adorned with Thanksgiving turkeys, 
Valentine’s hearts entwined with 
menorahs, groundhogs pulling sleighs, 
skeletons sporting New Year’s Eve hats 
and noisemakers, Remembrance Day 
poppies shaped like St. Patrick’s Day 
clovers, Easter bunnies wearing Santa 
outfits….

The possibilities are endless. 
In fact, I’m surprised the retailers 

haven’t thought of  this already, as 
there are a number of  benefits. For 
example, not only would they no longer 
end up with stock left over after each 
holiday, but they wouldn’t even have 
to bother exchanging the merchandise 
on the shelves. They could just leave 
everything out year-round.

After all, a Father’s Day tie decorated 
with spooky bats and black cats can be 
left out for sale after mid-June, with 
October only a few months away around 
the seasonal corner.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Seasonal Blur

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Beginning this week, 
The Auroran will share a  
Sesquicentennial proj-
ect compiled by historian 
John McIntyre of build-
ings that have been in Au-
rora since the very begin-
ning 150 years ago. This 
house was an established 
family dwelling by the 
time Aurora was incorpo-
rated in 1863. Watch this 
space next week for its 
location and what it looks 
like today.

Image courtesy  
of John McIntyre

Brown Envelopes and Anonymous Emails

FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

MPP Newmarket-Aurora
Frank Klees

NEW  
AURORAN POLL

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Haddock 
Fish & Chips & Bottle 
of Pop 

7$ 99

905-727-9996126 WELLINGTON ST. WEST (JUST WEST OF YONGE) AURORA  

M-TH  11-8 • F  11-8.30
SAT  11-8 

• SUN - Gone Fishing!

Halibut Fish 
& Chips with a 7$ 991/2 price 

*Buy 1 get 2nd 

Tuesday Everyday SeniorsHaddock Fish & Chips 

Special
*limited time offer, valid until December 31, 2013

*any day, 
anytime 

with this ad!
*cannot be combined with any other specials

FREE Pop 

Special

no substitutions available–  
UNDER 

MANAGEMENT

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, OntarioL4G 1P1
Tel: (905) 895-3425 Fax: (905) 726-3098
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POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

First world 
problems

Pain, they 
say, is relative.  

E v e r y o n e 
feels it 
d i f f e r e n t l y. 
What one 
person might 
e x p e r i e n c e 
as a minor 
a n n o y a n c e ,  
a n o t h e r 
will find 
excruciating 
agony.  

Myself  for 
example, I have 
little or no 
trouble with my quarterly 
blood tests, this despite the 
fact that they take many, 
many vials each time. 
Most find this horrifying. I 
am used to it, so it doesn’t 
bother me.  On the other 
hand, anything dental – and 
I mean anything – and my 
pain receptors go off  like 
crazy.

Everything seems to 
hurt  from basic cleaning 
to taking x-rays,  I need to 
be scraped off  the ceiling 
(thank goodness I have 
a fantastic dentist, Dr. 
Goodlin, or my teeth would 
fall out as I’d never be able 
to get them cleaned).

It is the same with 
“problems.”  Some see day-
to-day problems for what 
they are – minor hiccups in 
the rhythm of  our lives and 
are unperturbed as a result.  
Others, well, they conflate 
the day-to-day issues into 
national tragedies requiring 
a Royal Commission.  

Watch a grocery store 
lineup – or worse, a 
Starbucks lineup – and you 
will see what I mean.  

Some will use the time 
to answer emails on the 
crackberry, others will just 
stand patiently looking off  
into the distance, but others 
will huff  and puff, shifting 
back and forth on their feet, 
theatrically checking their 
watch every few seconds as 
if  to say, “I have somewhere 
important to be and you are 
wasting my time”.  

They are the ones 
that angrily demand the 
manager “DO something 
about this situation…”  
as if  waiting an extra 
three minutes for your 
mocha, choca, no foam, 
skinny latte is a tragedy 
of  epic proportions. (Full 
disclosure here – I am an 
ordinary coffee drinker and 
find the crazy complicated 
coffee orders of  others 
to be eye-roll inducing 
ridiculousness.)

Newspapers are crowded 
with reports on horrific 
events such as the train 
crash in Lac-Megantic, or 
the siege of  the shopping 
mall in Kenya where over 
a hundred people lost their 
lives. Pain and problems 
may indeed be context 
specific, but real tragedies 
are universal.  

The papers are also 

chock full of  
other “serious 
issues” that 
are not so 
u n i v e r s a l .  
Take the city 
of  Toronto’s 
G o l d e n 
Chairs fiasco. 
The City 
spent $75,000 
on a few 
replacement 
chairs in the 
council lors 
lounge – 
this in the 

same week that Ontarians 
were faced with a report 
indicating that with youth 
employment hovering at 
near 20 per cent, economic 
recovery had passed them 
by. 

So, whoever signed off  
on that crazy purchase 
should have his or her head 
examined.  Is it a “big issue”? 
It is for Torontonians.

But what about 
locally?  At the regional 
or municipal level, local 
papers dutifully report on 
the activities of  Council 
and the “burning” issues 
for their communities.  If  
one is to measure relative 
importance by time spent 
in council debate, then 
one is faced with a rather 
curious list of  matters of  
“importance” in municipal 
politics.  

And just what are 
our important issues? 
Accessibility of  Social 
Services? Affordable 
housing? Equal play 
opportunities for all 
our youth regardless of  
economic circumstances? 
Traffic and gridlock?   

Well, apparently, in 
Aurora, it’s the disposition 
of  three unremarkable 
trees. Thus far, these trees 
have warranted the full 
attention of  multiple staff  
at senior levels, multiple 
hours of  Council debate 
(replete with the requisite 
hand wringing and 
accompanying hyperbole) 
at two separate meetings 
of  Council  – with more to 
come.  

Yes, folks, despite all 
that, Council deferred 
their decision (!)  to wait 
for yet another  staff  
report and then decide. 
For three trees. One has 
to ask, what important 
issues are gathering dust 
in the dark while Council 
wrangles this “important 
issue”? What community 
initiatives remain trapped 
in the doldrums, while the 
Council’s agenda is hijacked 
by non-issues? Perspective 
has been lost, I’m afraid.

It’s as if  they have lost 
sight of  the forest for the 
trees (oh come on…you 
knew I had to say it…).

Until next week, stay 
informed, stay involved 
because, this is after all, Our 
Town.

Letters to the editor
Gallo responds to criticism over letter

(Re: Gallo’s letter had “delicious touch of irony”, 
September 25)

I would like to thank Mr. Walkinshaw for his letter to 
the editor last week.  

I have no issue with anyone questioning my views or 
actions if  done in a respectable way, which you have.

I would like to make it very clear that I find no joy 
in writing letters to the public criticizing decisions that 
are made. I have done it a handful of  times only when I 
feel decisions are made that aren’t in the best interest of  
the public. I am very passionate about how taxpayer’s 
money is spent and strongly believe that the public 
should be well informed, with facts, not fiction.

You suggest I am a big fan of  soccer, which could 
not be more accurate. However, you have suggested I 
would vote not to replace a soccer field for a playground 
because I support soccer. If  that were true, should I 
not have voted in favour of  the artificial turf  that was 
planned for Stewart Burnett Park?  

I was in opposition to the construction of  a new field 
it would have cost the taxpayers and additional $250,000 
to move a stormwater management pond. 

I was at odds with Aurora Youth Soccer regarding 
that issue as well as a majority of  Council. We later 
found out that estimates were incorrect and moving the 
pond would cost even more money and the project was 
put on hold.  

If  I were such a blind supporter of  soccer, surely I 
would have supported that project.  I did not, because it 
was not in the best interest of  the town.

I find the comparison to my appointment and public 
input interesting. You suggest there was overwhelming 
support for a by-election and I should not have accepted 
the appointment.  

I agree with you that if  I could have had certainty 
that the public did not want Council to appoint a 
replacement, I would have declined the appointment.  
How does one gauge that? Even if  a by-election were 
held, it would not have indicated that the public wanted 
a by-election.  

It would have simply indicated who the public wanted 
in office, which they did 18 months prior.  I was lucky 
enough to be runner up, as such, it was offered to me.  I 
ran in the subsequent election and was again fortunate 
to be elected.  

My views on public input have been very clear, they 
are essential in the decision making process.  In the case 
of  the QDJ Park, when you are re-designing a park in 
an established neighbourhood, consultation with the 
public should be the first step.  Council agreed to spend 
$30,000.00 before going to the neighbourhood, and that’s 
one of  my issues.

Regarding Council chambers, you state “yet [he] 
would not support Councillor Gaertner’s request that 
Council spend over $100,000 on revamping the Council 
Chambers to be accessible” and “Councillor Gallo 
supports spending a lot of  money for an accessible 
chamber, which quite frankly will serve a minimal 
number of  people.”

Let’s get it straight: the vote not to support spending 
$100,000 was 7-2 in opposition.  I was one of  the 7 in 

opposition. The minutes will clearly show that.  
A further vote took place requesting the Accessibility 

Advisory Committee and staff  “further explore 
the requirements to determine how to provide full 
accessibility to the Council Chambers”, which was 
supported 8-1.  I was one of  the 8.  The minutes will also 
show that vote.  

Regarding the Town initiated lawsuit, I voted in 
support of  a motion that the Town take “any and all 
actions” to stop anonymous bloggers from writing 
slanderous and defamatory comments about staff  and 
council.  

I continue to support that view today.  
I believe anyone who writes slanderous and 

defamatory comments needs to be held accountable, 
particularly towards staff, as they cannot defend 
themselves.  

This does not mean I am against the public’s 
right to free speech and criticizing as they see fit. I 
wholeheartedly believe in that, provided it is done in a 
respectful manner. 

You have done this, as I have in the past. I have no 
hard feelings against you.  You have a right to criticize 
my view and I respect that.  As long as we are all on the 
same page and trying to make this town the best it can 
be, we are on the right track.  

I have corrected some of  your comments, as I believe 
them to be inaccurate, which adds to the debate. Nothing 
wrong with that either.

Councillor John Gallo
Aurora

Councillor “overwhelmed” 
at Aurora’s sports achievements

At the September 17 Council General Committee, the 
Sport Aurora - Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame Induction 
Committee announced the first inductees that will be 
honoured into the Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame.  

As I listened to the very powerful presentation 
delivered by Kate Collins, Induction Committee Chair, I 
was overwhelmed with a sense of  pride in what I heard.  

Announced were Aurora residents, past and present, 
who have made a significant difference in the world 
of  sports, right here in our own home town. I wish to 
congratulation Ron Weese, Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame 
Chair and the Board of  Governors, for all the hard work 
accomplished. I look forward to the Induction ceremony 
dinner being held at The Mansion (Dinardo’s) on 
Wednesday, November 6, and hope to see you there too!

Councillor Sandra Humfryes
Aurora
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EXPERIENCE 
THE OUTDOORS AT THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

Imagine running through rolling hills and wetlands, locating fossils, butterfl ies and hummingbirds. Reading poetry under an oak tree. 
Launching a rocket into the big blue sky. Now imagine teachers aren’t ringing the bell to get you to come back in, they are out there 
with you, doing all the same things. Is the sky the limit? Not around here it isn’t. It simply gives our students a massive playing fi eld to 
seek out their own magical answers to the question,

WHO WILL YOU BE?
cds.on.ca/whowillyoube

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in 
a co-ed, non-denominational environment 
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

13415 Dufferin St., King, ON  L7B 1K5
T: 905 833 1220     www.cds.on.ca

JOIN US AT AN OPEN HOUSE, October 10, 9 am – 12 pm; 7 – 9 pm
November 2, 10 am – 1 pm; November 14, 9 am – 12 pm

CDS_KingSentinel_Sep26_FINAL.indd   2 9/23/13   1:40 PM

Leadership is needed to remove all barriers to taxi service: Councillors
By Brock Weir

Aurora should show 
“leadership” in making 
sure everyone has equal 
access to taxi cabs. 

That is the message 
brought to Council last 
week by advocates for 
accessibility for people 
with disabilities. It was 
also a message picked up 
by many Councillors. 

Aurora currently has 
two licensed taxis licensed 
by the Town which have 
ramps and lifts to make 
them fully accessible to 
people in wheelchairs. 
Under provincial 
guidelines, the Town 
can issue one license 
for an accessible cab for 
every 10,000 people in a 
municipality. For a Town 
of  over 55,000 that leaves 
Aurora at least three cabs 
short on paper. Demand, 
however, is just not 
there, according to Techa 
Van Leeuwen, Aurora’s 
Director of  Bylaw.

Ms. Van Leeuwen 
commented after 
Councillors highlighted 
these concerns at the 
table. The discussion 
followed four delegations 
and presentations to 
Council on a myriad 
of  accessibility issues 
ranging from a Vaughan-
based company building 
specially designed 
accessible vehicles, to 
a representative from 
Spinal Cord Injury 
Ontario.

“There are two 
accessible cabs in Aurora 
and they cannot be used 
in an on-demand service 
because they don’t meet 
the demand,” said Peter 

Athanasopoulos of  Spinal 
Cord Injury Ontario. 
“People deserve equal 
opportunity and equal 
rights to be able to live 
full, participating lives, 
just as we all do.”

Mr. Athanasopoulos 
told Council about his 
own journey with a spinal 
cord injury nearly 20 
years ago. It has taken 
years to “rekindle the 
passion for life” after 
losing independence. 
Discovering his 
independence once again, 
he said, was a cornerstone 
in recovering that passion.  

“I believe spontaneity 
should be part of  
rekindling that passion 
for life,” he said of  being 
able to dial a ride. “I 
really believe if  we work 
together to grow that 
political will and create an 
inclusive Ontario by 2015, 
we will become global 
leaders. 

His comments followed 
a delegation to Council by 
Peter Grande, president 
of  MV-1, a Vaughan-based 
company constructing 
purpose-built vehicles to 
accommodate wheelchair 
and other accessibility 
needs. As The Auroran 
reported last week, they 
have made inroads in 
Manitoba and Quebec, 
and now have a number 
of  their vehicles in a 
Bracebridge taxi fleet.

Mr. Grande argued 
his product is a more 
practical solution for 
mobility users as they are 
purpose built rather than 
reconstructed minivan 
accommodating ramps 
and lifts.

“For taxis, it allows 

for flexibility and 
improvement of  service 
and it is a nice mix of  fleet 
vehicles,” said Mr. Grande. 
“Every person in this 
Town has the right to equal 
access to transportation 
to help them become 
valuable members of  
our community and 
transportation is the 
biggest barrier in this 
regard.”

The apparent lack of  
accessible taxis licensed 
by the Town of  Aurora 
– not including private 
operators – has long been 
a concern of  Aurora’s 
Accessibility Advisory 
Committee. Committee 
member Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner said she 
agreed there was an issue 
and wanted solutions. 
This was echoed by 
Councillor John Abel.

“It is incumbent 
upon us to show some 
leadership and provide 
some information going 
forward so that if  someone 
wants to go out for a 
movie or join someone for 
dinner, they don’t have to 
plan a week ahead,” he 
said. “Spontaneity and the 
ability to move forward at 
an affordable rate is why I 
am moving this forward.”

A plus in Aurora’s 
situation is that Town 
bylaws require the 
two licensed taxis to 
charge the same rates as 
standard taxis throughout 
the municipality. 
That is something 
that is mandated by 
the Accessibility 
for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act, said 
Ms. Van Leeuwen, but 
others in the crowd said 

that while this may be 
mandated, it might not 
always be enforced.

“Somebody who takes 
the taxis has been shaking 
their head vigorously 
‘no’ in the audience,” 
said Councillor Gaertner. 
“The point is I think we 
need to improve what is 
available to the residents. 
Mobility Plus is a great 
service. I think it has a lot 
of  issues that the patrons 
have spoken endlessly 
about at the Accessibility 
Advisory Committee and 
anything we can do as a 
Council and staff  to make 
the transportation more 
available, more respectful, 
and affordable we would 
all appreciate.”

Councillor Abel agreed 
that while cost might 
be regulated under the 
bylaw, it does “not exist 
on a day to day basis” and 
said he had the receipts to 
prove it. Councillor Chris 
Ballard, on the other hand, 
said if  there are issues 
of  enforcement that too 
needs to be tackled.

“I don’t think we have 
to go back and study 
anything further right 
now, but perhaps we 
need to look at the bigger 
issue,” said Councillor 
Ballard. “Having heard 
what we discussed and 
what Councillor Abel has 
discussed, I am sure our 
director of  bylaw services 
will look into it.”

A note of  caution, on 
the other hand, was raised 
by Councillor Evelyn 
Buck. She questioned 
what authority Aurora 
has to require any 
taxi service to provide 
accessible services.  

Sophia of Concord, a little girl in the POGO Program at 
Southlake Regional Health Centre, was joined at the 
annual Teddy Bears Picnic by 25-year volunteer Mar-
jorie Brewster of Aurora. Southlake’s annual picnic co-
inciding with Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, is a 
special time for all teddy bears and the boys and girls 
who love them who are battling cancer at Southlake. 
The event is also open to their friends and families.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Divine Heart Centre 289-879-0177
for Awakening Spiritual Growth

Rev. Tracy L. Cox, B. Msc. 
Ordained Minister, Spiritual Counsellor 
Metaphysical and Meditation Instructor

Weddings, Celebration of Life, House and Baby Blessings

15372 Yonge St. Aurora 
9am weekly, by donation

Monthly focus: 
Affirmations for Prosperity on All Levels

Sunday Morning Meditation 
at Hillary House 

www.divineheartcentre.ca
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Courses Starting:

905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!

October 5 – 4 Saturdays
October 19 – 4 Saturdays

Council delays decision on trees dividing southeast neighbourhood
By Brock Weir

A southeast Aurora neighbourhood will have to wait at 
least another week to learn the fate of  three mature trees that 
have become a lightning rod of  debate.

Councillors voted last week to delay making a decision on 
three trees on a property on Longthorpe Court. Discussion 
over the trees have been ongoing at Town Hall since early 
September after a property owner asked for Council’s approval 
in cutting down and replacing the trees to accommodate 
grading and draining issues on the lot.

Neighbours argue, however, the trees were a selling point, 
noted in the neighbourhood’s subdivision agreement. 

Prior to last week’s Council meeting, a report from 
Warren Mar, Solicitor for the Town of  Aurora, came forward 
recommending a delay until the October 8 pending a further 
report. This would cover compiling all the issues together 
for Council to consider, including relevant sections of  the 
subdivision agreement, enforcing the terms of  a subdivision 
agreement.

Mr. Mar elaborated that on further consideration of  the 
agreements and restrictions put on this land, listing the trees 
in the subdivision agreement was not “intended to make any 
guarantees that the trees would stay in perpetuity.”

“I think the relevant sections should be put forward to 
Council so they can understand the reality of  what was being 
protected here,” he said. “I understand there has been a lot 
of  discussion about where the trees aren’t protected and if  
they are afforded some kind of  protection. They weren’t 
particularly. That information seems to be a bit lost in the 

discussion because the subdivision agreement is in front of  
Council.”

Councillors voted in favour of  holding their decision 5- 4. 
Among those voting in favour of  deferring the decision to 

next Tuesday was Councillor John Abel, who said Council 
needs to understand everything from a legal perspective 
before proceeding in either direction. “My problem was we 
had people coming forward who said they bought their home 
with a clause saying those trees were going to be there. I felt 
we were putting the Town at risk. It has since come to my 
attention that that might not be the case. 

“I can’t hold the development of  this property hostage. It 
is not fair and doesn’t make sense. If  there is no reason [the 
Town might be at risk for allowing the trees to be cut] I think 
we should allow the owner to proceed.”

Voting against the delay for a final decision, however, were 
Councillors Chris Ballard, Evelyn Buck, Wendy Gaertner, 
and Sandra Humfryes. While they all voted no, their reasons 
for doing so were very far apart. For Councillor Gaertner, 
for instance, it was a matter of  fairness for the surrounding 
residents and mistakes made by the developer that are outside 
Council’s responsibility.

“The way I see it, it is the wrong house built on that lot,” 
she said. “Surely the developer or his agent would know that. 
Now it has put Council in a very bad [position]. That is not 
our responsibility, it is not our doing. I am very, very sorry 
the homeowner finds himself  in this situation. Somebody 
messed up and it wasn’t Council. I don’t think we should take 
down those trees to accommodate that mistake.”

This view was echoed by Councillor Sandra Humfryes, 

who highlighted discrepancies in the developer’s original 
intention to build around the trees, but now they have to go to 
make way for the grading.

“I feel bad for the owner,” she said. “He probably had no idea 
this was going to happen to him and those residents thought 
the trees were going to remain. We have a tough situation.”

It was not a tough decision for Councillor Evelyn Buck, 
however, who voted against the delay out of  the view that the 
development should proceed without any further delay. 

“For Councillor Gaertner to say the developer made the 
mistake by selling the house, we issued the permit,” said 
Councillor Buck. “The Town of  Aurora gave a permit for that 
house to be built with a walkout basement without looking at 
the new grading that had to be put in place to accommodate 
this new design of  a house. 

“There’s no merit to delaying it for another two weeks. I 
conclude there is nothing new that Mr. Mar can bring forward 
to Council. All he is going to do is put all into writing so you 
can read it six times and wrap your head around it. You can’t 
understand it when you hear it, but you will understand when 
you read it.”

Homeowner asks for “logic” rather than “emotion”
By Brock Weir

Logic must outweigh 
emotion, according to a 
local homeowner whose 
house construction is being 
held up over uncertainty at 
Council.

Chris Katsopolous, 
owner of  33 Longthorpe 
Court, has been in the 
midst of  a battle brewing 
between Councillors, 
himself, and his neighbours 
about what he feels is the 
necessity to remove three 
trees protected by the area’s 
subdivision agreement, in 
order to provide adequate 
grading for his new home.

Appearing before 
Councillors last week, 
he said he was seeking 
Council’s “help” in 
resolving the matter.

“The subdivision 
agreement that all 
homeowners received 
stated purchasers were 
advised the lot was 
designated a tree protection 
lot and that existing trees 
shall not be removed 
without prior approval of  
the director of  leisure,” he 
told Councillors, noting 
the prior approval of  Town 
Staff  towards the tree 
removal request, as well as 
his plan to replace the trees 
with large new maples. 
“This represents a win-win 
for all concerned.

“My family never wanted 
to create any animosity 
with our new neighbours. 
We were not aware, as was 
the builder, that these trees 
would pose such issues. 
The new subdivision 
consists of  75 homes with 
approximately 70 presently 
occupied. There are about 
five more to be built or 
under construction. Our 
home is right in the centre 
of  the subdivision. It cannot 
be complete or occupied 
until the drainage issue is 
resolved.”

His priority in appearing 
at Council last week was to 
get Council to approve the 
original recommendation 
presented to them earlier 
in September approving 
the removal and replanting 
to make way for grading. 
Building a swale to keep 
run-off  and ground water 
away from the home would 

result in damaged roots 
for the three trees already 
in place, according to an 
arborist’s report.

“Water can’t flow 
upwards,” he said. “It can’t 
get to the catch basins that 
exist today. In order to 
correct that situation, logic 
must outweigh emotion. 
Many neighbours are 
landscaping and installing 
swimming pools in the 
area. Taking [the trees] 
out later may pose huge 
issues.”

Mr. Katsopolous was 
joined at Council last 
week by Vince Peticca of  
Fernbrook Homes, along 
with lawyer Stephen Turk. 
They helped bolster the 
case to Council on why the 
trees should be removed. 

Mr. Peticca, for instance, 
said it was Fernbrook that 
applied for the removal of  
the heritage home on the 
lot in question, a home 
whose heritage designation 
also included surrounding 
trees. They were granted 
permission to move the 
house, but the trees are still 
in question.

“The intent was to build a 
new house and work around 
the trees,” he said. “We did 
prepare and got approved 
a site plan that seemed 
to work. The trees were 
located by a land surveyor 
and also given grades by a 
land surveyor. We worked 
with those grades but now 
we have a problem. In 
implementing the grading 
plan that has been approved, 

there will be substantial 
damage to the tree closest to 
the house.”

For Mr. Turk, time is of  
the essence in getting things 
moving along, and not just 
because the homeowner 
would like to fully occupy 
the new building. 

“Now is the time for 
action, which is effectively 
to adopt the original staff  
recommendation and 
enter into an agreement 
whereby the trees would 
be replaced,” he said. “The 
builder is agreeable to a 
tree replacement plan and 
that would be worked out 
with staff. There will be new 
trees to the satisfaction of  
Town Staff. We need to move 
forward with this and for 
that very reason.”
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Canning and preserving is easier than you think – and worth it!
By Chris McGowan

Nature is painting 
our trees with splendid 
colours that remind 
us year after year how 
beautiful York Region is.  

In this season, we 
also enjoy the harvest 
of  fruits and vegetables 
in abundance with 
many open markets and 
farms in our periphery 
where we can buy fresh 
Ontario grown fruits and 
vegetables.

Implanted in my 
memory are the smells of  
this time of  year, the leaves 
mixed with rain, the smell 
of  wood burning as the 
chimneys are started up 
again, and also the smell 
of  home preserves with 
the combination of  spice 
and vinegar, or sugar and 
fruit brewing away on the 
stove.  

Coming home from 
school to see Mom busy 
at the stove with chili 
sauce and bread and 
butter pickles is one of  my 
favourite memories. The 
house was filled with the 
sounds of  Mom singing 
and whistling while she 
worked as the steam from 
the stove in the kitchen 
made the windows fog up.  

There seems to be an 
awakening of  “what are 
we eating?” lately which 
makes this home grown, 
natural canning and 
preserving even more 
important. You are what 
you eat and, if  you are 
a foodie, you know the 
taste of  fresh preserved 
food is far better than the 

popular canned items at 
the grocery store.  

Age does not allow 
Mom  to do these tasks 
anymore  but she taught 
us well and I find I too love 
to preserve the old way, the 
way I was taught, where 
there are no chemicals, no 
preservatives, just basic 
good food put away for 
those cold, dreary days of  
winter.   And it is easier 
than you might think.  

Patti Quagliarini of  
Aurora made tomato 
sauce for the first time 
this year.  

It was a task her 
mother-in-law did for the 
family until she passed 
away earlier this year. 
To honour the family 
tradition, Patti and other 
family members happily 
did it.  It was two full 
days of  work for three 
people to put down eight 
bushel baskets of  Roma 
tomatoes, which made 
approximately 110 – 120 
jars of  tomato sauce.  

Unlike my mother, 
and myself, they worked 
outside, saving their 
kitchen from the mess of  
it all.  

The washed and 
crushed the tomatoes, 
cooked them for ten 
minutes, ground them 
to eliminate the seeds 
and skin, added spice, 
sterilized jars, filled the 
jars, stacked and sterilized 
the jars again to seal them, 
then let them sit over 
night to cool.  

Doing this in two 
batches of  four bushels of  
tomatoes, yes, it is a two-

day job.
“It’s a tedious task, 

but well worth it,” said 
Quagliarini. “It is two 
full days of  work to 

provide an extended 
family with a homemade 
Italian tomato sauce 
to use throughout the 
winter, with no chemicals, 
and no preservatives. 
Just imagine all of  the 
yummy dinners with 
the homemade sauce 
throughout winter.”

Jan Freedman of  
Aurora, otherwise known 
as the “Jam Lady” of  the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market, 
has a passion for jams. In 

the winter months, she 
moves into the Aurora 
Culture Centre with the 
monthly market and sets 
up her table loaded with 

jars from her diverse list of   
jams, jellies, marmalades 
and conserves.  

Freedman has been 
jamming and preserving 
since her early twenties 
when she was introduced 
to the art, and has been 
making them ever since.  
She is known for her 
combination jams, such as 
apricot plum with almond 
extract, and sour cherry 
and amaretto.   She attends 
local fairs to sell and enter 

contests for her jams and 
was the Royal Winter Fair 
Grand Champion in 2009.  

She also sells 
sandwiches and soup 

during the cold months of  
the year.  

Her brilliant eyes 
sparkle when she talks 
about her jams and 
her thoughts for future 
combinations of  fruits for 
her preserves. 

“I so look forward to 
Saturdays when I can see 
my regular customers 
coming to chat, I have so 
many loyal customers, 
and I love it,” she said. “I 
absolutely love it”.  

You can see Freedman 
at the Market, and if  
you have a notion to try 
canning and preserving 
yourself, you can also 

buy fresh local fruits and 
vegetables there.  The 
Newmarket Farmers 
Market also boasts plenty 
of  vendors to choose from 
and do not forget nearby 
farms that sell freshly 
grown Ontario vegetables 
such as Strawberry Creek 
Farm on Davis Drive that 
is located just east of  
Woodbine in Newmarket.  

Go ahead, try it, it’s 
easier than you might 
think, and you will love it.  

L.H. LIND REALTY INC.

15105 Yonge St., Suite 100, Aurora

lenard@lhlindrealty.com
View virtual tour for most listings

@www.lhlindrealty.comFeature Properties
FOLLOW  US  ON  TWITTER: twitter.com/lhlindrealty

OR  bEcOmE  a  FaN ON FacEbOOk:  FacEbOOk.com/lhlindrealty 

aurora’s toP sales Producer 2012†
“Service with Professionalism” 905-841-0000 • 416-410-8223

Ontario’s only...
ISO 9001 : 2008 REgISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Jackie Martin
Salesperson

adaM lind
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Mike lind
Salesperson

eva O’Sullivan
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call today for a “Free” Property evaluation!* 905-841-0000
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HUNTER’S GLEN 5200 SF GEM!  PICTURESQUE PRIVACY 2.5 ACRES!

$2,549,900

Superb completely reno’d estate home in Aurora’s most sought-after estate community!  
Updated & upgraded “gourmet” centre island kit!  Sumptuous master w/enticing en-
suite!  Updated baths!  Knock-out prof. f inished walk-out bsmt!  Oasis backyard w/
pool with waterfall & hot tub and party room!  Simply sensational!

Sales office at Lot 17 Davina Circle – Yonge St. north of Bloomington to signs!  Open House 
Sat & Sun 1-4pm or by appointment.  4900 SF model home!  5 forested ravine lots available!  
Bungalow and 2-storey models from 3500 sq. ft. available. Gated privacy and much more!  
Stone, stone & stucco or stone & brick exteriors!  Amazing attention to detail by renowned 
builder!  Builder finished basement optional! Price is subject to HST.

AURORA’S  BLOOMINGTON HEIGHTS!  BUNGALOW MODELS AVAILABLE!

From $2,000,000

Picturesque views of the countryside!  Two 2-car garages!  Interlock drive with coachlights!  
Open concept flr plan!  Hrdwd strip floors!  Modern centre island kitchen w/granite cntrs  
& open to sunken spacious fam rm w/woodburning fireplace!  Sundrenched solarium!   
5 walk-outs!  Trail through property!  Loads of parking!   $1,199,888

4000SF MODERN COUNTRY HOME!  64 ACRES! MT. ALBERTBUNGALOFT BEAUTY!  FINISHED BASEMENT!  AURORA!

$749,900

Soaring 9 ft. ceilings!  Gleaming hardwood strip floors!  Living room with vaulted ceiling!  
Coffered ceiling in dining room!  Gourmet maple kitchen with granite counters & huge 
breakfast bar “open” to spacious family room w/walk-out to oversized cedar deck!  Knock-
out  open concept finished lower level!  Quiet child-safe crescent!

One of a kind 1.45 acre ravine setting!  Overlooking Binder Twine Park – spectacular views!  
125 ft. frontage!  Sprawling open concept immaculately kept ranch bungalow!  Massive LR-
DR combo!  Eat-in centre island kitchen!  Den!  3 season “solarium”!  master w/inviting 5pm 
ensuite & dressing room!  In-law potential!  1 min. to downtown!  $1,695,000

DOWNTOWN KLEINBURG BUNGALOW GEM!

HUGE SEMI CONDO RENOVATED SHOWPIECE!

$349,900

Over 2,000 S.F!  Fresh modern décor!  Above-grade family room, living room & laundry!  
Large family room with w/o to fenced yard!  Spacious living room w/10 ft. ceiling!  Separate 
dining!  Updated eat-in kitchen!  Master with semi-ensuite access to updated main marble 
bath! Steps to Yonge, shopping, transit and community pool! 

Bring your business home! Paved road access!  3 minutes to Highway 27! 2000+ square  foot, 8 year 
old bungalow! Open concept with bright, professionally finished lower level with in-law potential!  
Oversized heated double garage! Separate 3000 SF shop with 3 drive-in bay doors, 18 foot clear 
height and heated workroom! Loads of parking for trailers & trucks!

INNISFIL! 25 ACRES! CUSTOM BUNGALOW AND 3000 SF SHOP!

$1,250,000

Complete renovation!  Great for home business office – light industrial – fitness – research lab  
& more!  Steps to GO train!  Gleaming hrdwd floors!  Fresh modern décor!  Open concept 
floor plan!  New 2-piece washroom & 3 private offices on 2nd floor!  Unspoiled lower level!  
Fully fenced!  Great curb appeal – just move in!

AURORA OFFICE BUILDING WITH 7 PARKING SPOTS! 

$524,900

AURORA RAISED BUNGALOW! GARDENERS DELIGHT!

$609,900

Backs and sides to greenspace – private & more! Full brick! Updated kitchen!  
Gleaming hardwood strip floors throughout! Spacious open concept living-dining area! 
Updated windows and furnace! Partly finished lower level with “inlaw” potential! 140ft. 
frontage by 118 ft. deep! Steps to Yonge Street!
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Attention Employers and Youth
Discover the Youth 

Employment Fund for 
TRAINING & HIRING

                        l   Offset the cost of training                                
              l   Youth 15 - 29 years of age
              l  Fill skill gaps and shortages 
                                           l  Identify pre-employment  
                            training needs

For more information call 905-727-3777 
www.rncemploymentservices.ca

222 Wellington St. E., Main Floor, Aurora  
This Employment Ontario service is funded 
in part by the government of Canada

At no cost to you...

Aurora

The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

THURSDAYSRECESSION
$4.50 TALL B

OYS

EVERYDAY!

Thursday Sep 26

Mike Moore Solo 
(Recession Thursday)

Friday Sep 27
Midnight Jewel Band

Saturday Sep 28 
Billick Band

$4.50 Tall Boys
1/2 Price Apps
$7 Rail Martini
$6 6oz House Wine
$100 Veuve

LIVE MUSIC!
$1 Oysters

NO COVER

The Hunt Pub

@HogansInn

Mobility Plus aims at “travel training” in the year ahead
By Brock Weir

Significant costs 
for taxpayers means 
Mobility Plus has to get 
the right people on the 
right service.

That was the message 
brought to Aurora 
Council this week 
by Mobility Plus, the 
division of  York Region 
Transit, to provide for 
the transportation needs 
of  people in wheelchairs 
and living with other 
challenges throughout 
the Region. 

According to Mobility 
Plus manager Sharon 
Doyle, it costs York 
Region Transit $40 for 
every journey travelled 
by a person using the 
mobility service, but 
just $7 for those using 
conventional transit. 
Despite the disparity, 
the end-cost to the user 
comes to the regular fare 
currently standing at 
$3.75.

While she said this 
cost to the taxpayers 
means it is “important” 
for them “to get the 
right people on the right 
service,” there have 
been significant changes 
made to better address 
the services received by 
clients since Mobility 
Plus’ establishment by 
the Region in 2001.

“It was now time 
to address the service 

concerns, the ease of  
movement within the 
Region, safe vehicles, 
and an escort to and from 
the door,” said Ms. Doyle 
of  a review of  their 
services just a few years 
into their existence. 

Service gaps and 
service loopholes also 
needed to be addressed, 
including addressing 
maintenance issues in 
the Mobility Plus fleet, 
additional sensitivity 
training for drivers hired 
by the service, and better 
guaranteed service after 
some drivers “refused to 
accept short trips.”

“No-shows and late 
cancellations escalated 
because there had been 
no parameters in the past 
to prevent someone from 
booking for every day of  
the week and cancelling 
all but one trip, and 
the task of  overseeing 
13 contractors was 
difficult,” she added.

Overhauls after this 
midway point led to a 
rejigging of  the service, 
including bringing the 
number of  contractors 
they have to deal with 
on a daily basis down to 
four, expanding service 
into Toronto, removing 
barriers for travel within 
York Region, additional 
driver training, and 
more overall freedom, 
she said.

“All contracts 

include provisions 
for additional driver 
training, customer 
service requirements, 
vehicle safety and 
maintenance standards, 
and are monitored for 
compliance by staff,” 
she said. “Interactive 
voice response and web-
based bookings were 
introduced, allowing 
clients to confirm and 
cancel 24 hours a day 
without the need to 
reach call centre staff. 

“A new family of  
services eligibility 
status was introduced 
for people who can take 
conventional transit 
for all or part of  the 
requested trip. This 
allowed for times and 
spaces to be available 
for those who are not 
able to take conventional 
transit.”

Even after this was 
put in place, however, 
Mobility Plus still faced 
challenges. There were 
increasing enrollments 
and all the “potential 
implications” that 
came with increasing 
provincial regulations 
governing accessibility 
and all that comes with 
it. Contractor costs also 
increased, so it was 
necessary to look at 
ways to “limit growth 
and ridership while 
enhancing mobility 
by making use of  the 

conventional service.”
“Each trip is booked 

on a case by case basis 
by first looking at the 
passenger’s pickup and 
drop-off  locations, and 
whether the applicant 
can utilize conventional 
services for all or part of  
the trip,” said Ms. Doyle. 
“If  the trip includes the 
conventional service, 
the client is supported 
by staff  until they are 
confident in making the 
trip independently. 

“The application and 
travel training process is 
currently being reviewed 
with recommendations 
due in 2014.”

Over 48,000 kilometres 
had been saved with the 
introduction of  Family 
of  Services, she added.

The use of  Mobility 
Plus by people in the 
community has been 
a hot topic at Town 
Hall over the last year, 
with members of  the 
Accessibility Advisory 
Committee, and mobility 
challenged people 
in the community at 
large, complaining that 
Mobility Plus does not 
meet their needs. This, 
they said, includes 
onerous wait times 
and trouble getting the 
services they need when 
they need them.

To underscore this 
point, they organized the 
Mobility Maze this past 

spring to highlight some 
of  these challenges. 

When Ms. Doyle 
came before Council 
last week, it was in a 
flurry of  delegations, 
presentations, and 
recommendations to 
provide better taxi 
and transit services to 
people with mobility 
challenges. Councillor 
Evelyn Buck questioned 
whether support for 

Mobility Plus was 
coming from the right 
place.

“No part [of  funding] 
comes from Provincial 
coffers, and yet that 
would be considered 
a social service,” said 
Councillor Buck. “I 
happen to know that the 
[cost of] social services 
are shared and this is not 
a transportation service. 
It is a social service.”

Library Square decision: a long time coming or too much too soon?
By Brock Weir

After over a decade, 
Councillors could finally 
answer the long-held 
question on just what to 
do with Library Square. 

The future of  
the Victoria Street 
landmarks are due to 
have another airing 
at Council this week 
following a summer 
decision to delay it 
until the fall to get more 
information on Seneca 
College and the Region 
of  York’s interest to turn 
the old Public Library 
building into a “Fab 
Lab”. 

Ahead of  the summer 
delay, Councillors, 
however, were divided 
on whether deciding 
its fate was long-
overdue or moving too 
fast. Municipal staff  
recommended tearing 
down both the old home 
of  the Aurora Public 
Library and the former 
home of  the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre on 
Victoria Street.

But, if  those buildings 
are torn down, the big 
question is “then what?”

Aside from the 
innovation hub 
tentatively proposed 
by the Region of  York, 
Seneca College, and 
Aurora’s Economic 
Development Advisory 
Committee, Councillors 
were facing two choices: 
demolish the buildings 
and replace them with 
a “multi-use community 
facility”, or pave the land 
and put up a parking lot 
and “urban square.”

Discussions on the 
land’s future began in 

earnest with the first 
Council report on the 
subject back in the 
spring of  2001 after the 
old library was vacated.

Several reviews have 
taken place since then 
while community groups 
have enjoyed the use 
of  the buildings. This 
current round of  debates 
began in 2012 after 
Councillor Evelyn Buck 
put forward a motion 
to explore knocking 
down the two buildings 
and using funds out of  
Aurora’s $33+ million 
hydro reserve account to 
build a multi-use multi-
storey building on the 
site. 

Following her motion, 
Council in January then 
put forward a detailed 
action plan to gauge 
community interest and 
ideas for the site.

Two public meetings 
were held, fostering 
healthy debate but never 
amongst more than 20 
people in attendance 
at any one time. Their 
recommendations were 
clear – the buildings 
should go and whatever 
was built in their stead 
needed to address a 
shortage of  parking in 
Aurora’s downtown.

Nevertheless, taking 
that final step in sealing 
the building’s fate this 
summer was too much 
too soon for some. 

“I have been 
concerned about this 
report and this study 
from the get go,” said 
Councillor Chris 
Ballard. “It just seems 
to me that public 
consultation could have 
been more robust and 

I just don’t get a clear 
vision for what we want 
to do with that site.

“If  it is a cost 
implication, it is going 
to drive one vision as 
opposed to another. I 
have concerns about 
that. But I think we need 
to make our mind up. It 
just seems to me there 
are so many questions 
still around this that 
we’re really wasting 
our staff’s time to go 
out and get quotes to 
demolish or construct a 
new facility. It seems too 
sudden in my mind and 
too rushed.”

Councillor Buck, 
however, disagreed.

“It makes me smile 
when I hear Councillor 
Ballard talk about 
rushing it,” she said. 
“The decision has been 
pending since the old 
library was vacated 
and it has been pending 
since the old fire hall 
was vacated and the 
seniors moved into their 
facilities. 

“The facilities 
continue to be used 
throughout all this 
time but this is the 
third or fourth Council 
that has failed to move 
forward with any kind 
of  decision on these 
buildings. The decision 
should have been made 
when the decision was 
made to have a new 
Library. It should not 
have been left to become 
a political football to be 
kicked around by this 
group and that.”

Looking at the future 
use of  the buildings 
themselves, she added, 
does not address the 

most “aggravating” 
thing singled out by the 
area neighbours and 
that is parking. 

In the Aurora Shopping Centre 
Next to No Frills 

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

A & F Hair Elite
Barbershop & Hairstyling

Come and see 
Domenic at
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Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

www.thelightspot.ca

Get this FREE programmable thermostat with peaksaver PLUS.
This professionally installed Honeywell thermostat 
is one of the easiest ways to save energy in your home.

• Reduce energy use by up to 10%*
• Easy touch screen control
• Online control of your thermostat
• Installation is FREE

Call 1-866-323-0206 or visit
www.PowerStream.ca/peaksaverPLUS

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. Funded by the Ontario Power Authority and offered by PowerStream Inc. A mark of the Province of Ontario protected 
under Canadian trade-mark law. Used under sublicence. OMOf� cial Mark of the Ontario Power Authority. Used under licence.  peaksaver PLUS® is a Registered Mark of Toronto Hydro 
Corporation. Used under licence. Must have central air conditioning in good working order to participate. Limited time offer. *A properly set programmable thermostat can reduce heating 
and cooling costs by up to 10%.

PLUS you’ll receive this FREE In-Home Energy Display

The Central York Fire Services’ annual house included (top left) demonstrations on how to put out a fire, (top 
right) a visit with Sparky, who got a high five from Julian, (bottom left) a train ride to the station from the SARC 
parking lot, in this case conducted by Fire Chief Ian Laing, and (bottom right) a visit with father and son firefight-
ers Don Patrick (who retired as Deputy Chief in 1985) and son Brian.                      Auroran photos by David Falconer
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EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

NJC is a Canadian, independent high school located in Neuchâtel, Switzerland. 
Students in their pre-university year (Grade 12 & AP) develop rapidly through 
inspiring academics, extensive travel and enriching cultural exposure. NJC 
graduates possess the knowledge, confidence and independence to lead their own 
lives and others in making a positive difference in the world.

RSVP to attend one of our Canadian admission events this fall 

Neuchâtel Junior College | Founded 1956 | Co-Ed | www.njc.ch
Canadian Office | 1.800.263.2923 | 

The Academic Edge + Travel

Spirit Walk uncovers the spooky side of Aurora life
By Brock Weir

David Heard wasn’t one 
for spooky things growing 
up.

The mildest of  peer 
pressures eventually left 
him an appreciation for the 
films of  his childhood, but 
Mr. Heard has more recently 
embraced the spooky side of  
life beyond the movie screen; 
and helping others embrace 
it too on his annual Aurora 
Spirit Walk, an evening 
walking tour of  the ghosts, 
spirits, and hauntings that 
hang around some of  the 
storied neighbourhoods of  
Aurora. 

“I was always afraid 
of  those movies, but it’s a 
genre people are drawn to,’ 
he says. “I think that’s what 
the boomers who come on 
the tour like. They like that 
it is a creepy tour that makes 
you think and there is a plot 
to it.”

These plots come from 
the intricate web that has 
been spun through Aurora 
over the last 150 years, and 
even earlier than that in 
the Town’s earliest days 
as Machell’s Corners. Mr. 
Heard’s own history is a part 
of  this web as a descendant 
of  some of  Aurora’s earliest 
settlers. It was while trying 
to unspin and find his own 
place in the web that his 
interest in the Town’s past 
– creepy or otherwise – was 
truly sparked. 

“You find the skeletons 
in the closet and you choose 
to ignore those, but I found 
I had as reason to be proud 
being an Aurora resident,” 
he says. “I would start telling 
others what I was finding 
and they would motivate me 
to keep searching and keep 
looking.”

It was people like 
Aurora’s Citizen of  the Year 
Ron Wallace who were key 
in pushing him along on this 
journey. Mr. Heard’s pride of  
Aurora grew on each step of  
the journey and that is what 
he wants to impart to others. 

When the tours take 
off  through Downtown 
Aurora for the seventh 
year later this month, this 
year headquartered at 
Victoria Hall, they will have 
a distinctly local flavour. 
As this is Aurora’s 150th 
anniversary, all proceeds 
from the tour will donate the 
Aurora Food Pantry. 

If  you have gone on 
the Spirit Walk before, 
Mr. Heard promises there 
will be something new for 
everyone as the “story keeps 
evolving.”

“Every year we uncover 
new information and it is 
connected to the previous 
year in some way,” he says, 
illustrating an example 
from last year when hosts 
from TV’s Rescue Mediums 
came to investigate some 
of  Aurora’s Most Haunted 
and encountered “Annie”, a 

spirit in the basement of  the 
Filly & Firkin pub. 

This “Annie” was 
concluded to be Annie 
Dunning, whose family, it 
was later found out, owned 
land that is now the Aurora 
Pet Cemetery, something 
which has become 
something of  a cause celebre 
for local historians over the 
last 12 months.”

“It is almost as if  I am on a 
journey and I keep searching 
for answers,” he adds, noting 
people continually come 
to him with new stories of  
spooky sites and creepy 
coincidences. “The more I 
search, the more I meet new 
people and that has to be the 
greatest gift of  doing the 
Spirit Walk. 

“One of  the things I do 
promise is confidentiality. 
Some people are nervous 
about sharing these stories 
because they don’t want 
to be called ‘crazy’. I say 
to them, ‘You’re not crazy. 
Something interesting 
happened and you want to 
share it.’ I let them make 
the guidelines on how it is 
shared.”

It is important that people 
make up their own minds on 
these tours, he adds. Keeping 
an open mind is paramount, 
along with respect for the 
community and people 
who live here – today, and 
perhaps still lingering. 
Sometimes people are more 
curious than scared if  

they observe or encounter 
something spooky 
happening in their own 
homes or their businesses, 
but it is something that can 
be explored, ignored, or 
truly embraced, says Mr. 
Heard. 

“Some say spirits are 
entities of  energy that can 
come and go as they please. 
Sometimes we call them 
guardian angels sorting out 
the rite of  passage. There 

are others from days gone by 
that are stuck. There could 
be a reason why they can’t 
move on, and sometimes 
it is just a matter of  being 
convinced to move on. Some 
people have told me they 
know there is somebody in 
their house and they are 
happy – it is an extra guest 
who doesn’t eat food!

“When people finish 
the tour, they walk away 
and they feel like they have 

experienced something in 
the community. They have 
got to share something, enjoy 
fresh air, meet new people, 
meet their neighbours from 
across town, and they got to 
find out a little about their 
history and get creeped out 
without watching a slasher 
film.

“You might turn that off  
halfway through, but I have 
never had somebody not 
finish a tour!”

“Good food” is given healthy boost by foundation
By Jeff Doner

The York Region 
Food Network received a 
financial boost from the 
McKesson Foundation, who 
donated $20,000 to go toward 
the YRFN’s Good Food by 
Kids project last week.

“It is amazing because 
it will allow us to do some 
more kids’ programming 
around this,” said Joan 
Stonehocker, executive 
director of  York Region 
Food Network. “We’re 
also doing some cooking 
programs with kids in some 
of  the social units across 
York Region, which is a 
really good way to integrate 
them with not only cooking, 
but seeing how things grow, 
where their food comes from 
and what is healthy.”

Good Food by Kids has 
been focusing on building 
food literacy and food skills 
among children from ages 6 
to 12 by helping them learn 
to prepare meals to share 
with their family.

The McKesson 
Foundation holds a Canada-
wide grant campaign every 

year to provide financial 
assistance to a number of  
non-profit organizations 
whose mission is to assist 
children and youth in the 
areas of  health, education 
and poverty. This year 
$250,000 was given out to 
15 organizations across 
Canada with the YRFN as 
one of  the lucky finalists.

Leslie Dungog, a 
McKesson representative 
who helped sift through the 
156 applications, said the 
YRFN’s program “stood 
out” for a number of  
reasons.

“It’s important for 
someone young to think 
about their health and 
what it means to them,” she 
said. “This is a great way 
to introduce it, so I thought 
it was pretty cool. We’re a 
pharmaceutical company, 
so we look at healthcare 
and we expanded to things 
that had to do with kids. I’ve 
never seen anything like 
this.”

Dungog presented the 
cheque to the YRFN at 
the upStream location in 
Newmarket, which grows 

fresh produce through 
aquaponics.

Stonehocker said the 
location just recently 
opened up with the help and 
enthusiasm of  a volunteer 
named Steve Looi.

“He said we should 
put aquaponic units in 
food banks because then 
they would have more 
fresh food,” Stonehocker 
explained. “We’re trying to 

let people go get their food 
in their own way, but we 
really liked the idea. There 
was some social enterprise 
funding from the Ontario 
government, so we got a 
really small grant and that’s 
what we started from.”

Stonehocker said the 
location should be able to 
put out 200 – 250 heads of  
lettuce per week, as well as 
a few other products all year 

round.
The location farms 

tilapia, held in tanks which 
collects their solids as 
fertilizer.

“Steve went on a 
commercial aquaponics 
course in San Francisco to 
learn all about it on his own,” 
Stonehocker continued. 
“He’s so excited about it and 
his enthusiasm has carried 
through the whole project. 
The whole system was built 
from volunteers and Home 
Depot donated some of  the 
wood and Canadian Tire 
has been really helpful in 
donating materials.”

The plan for the foods is 
to sell them locally, although 
the details still need to be 
ironed out by the YRFN.

“We’re looking at 
marketing them locally, 
so we’ve already talked to 
the restaurants on Main 
Street (Newmarket) and 
they will be used in some 
of  our community kitchen 
programs, we’re thinking 
of  marketing them to 
commuters, so that people 
can grab lettuce that was 
grown right here,” she said.

Historian David Heard once again leads the Aurora Spirit Walk this year. Mr. Heard 
is pictured outside historic Victoria Hall where the walk will be headquartered 
this year. Inside Victoria Hall, ticket holders will be able to take part in multimedia  
presentations before getting their ghosts on.  V.I.P. nights will be held Fridays in 
October and tours scheduled for October 28, 29 and 30. For more information call 
905-717-6647.                                       Auroran photo by Brock Weir

“Everything that I’ve 
ever tasted out of  one 
of  these units is really 
yummy.”

Leslie Dungog (far left) and Amanda Browne (far right) 
of the McKesson Foundation present Bronwen Fitz-
simmons, Kate Greavette and Joan Stonehocker of the 
York Region Food Network with a cheque for $20,000 
at the upStream Aquaponics location in Newmarket 
last week.      Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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Colours
of Fall Concert

Another exciting event 
brought to you by

Thursday, October 10, 2013 • 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Aurora Town Park

(corner of Wells Street and Mosley Street)

Enjoy an evening of pumpkin
carving, live entertainment and an 

old-fashioned community corn roast*

Food donations to the local food 
pantry are greatly appreciated

*A nominal fee will apply for the corn roast.

Enjoy a special performance
featuring “Blue Radio”
a tribute to Blue Rodeo

Proud Sponsors

AURORACHRYSLER
Aurora

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca for more information
We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities that are listed on our promotional material.
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W
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11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555

RichmondHillSubaru.com
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17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com
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Aurora 150 Time Capsule
Do have have an item to donate to 

the Aurora 150 Time Capsule? 
Drop off items to Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way, attention 

Special Events Co-ordinator, by Friday, November 15. 
Online submissions can be uploaded at www.aurora150.ca

Please note, items will be reviewed by the Aurora 150 Committee. 
Not all submissions will be included in the time capsule. 

For more information, call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora150.ca

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS
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By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Tigers know they are a 
good team, but seem to be spinning their 
wheels a bit as of  late. Since the start of  
the season, the Tigers have been unable 
to string together two wins, which leaves 
them in the middle of  the pack to start 
off  the season.

The same thing happened last week, 
with the Tigers picking up a big 4-1 win 
against their rivals from Newmarket on 
Thursday, only to follow it up with a hard-
fought loss to Cobourg on Saturday.

Head coach and general manager 
James Richmond is optimistic about how 
his team has played so far, considering 
they are battling some injuries to key 
players.

“Quite honestly, we’re missing three 
centres [Sikura, Boston and Warren] 
and I know injuries are a part of  it, but 
we’ve got three scoring centremen out 
of  the lineup for the most part of  the 
season,” he said. “We’ve had two of  our 
top playmaking centremen out, so we’ve 
been going along pretty well.”

On the defensive end, Richmond is 
pleased with the way his top six has come 
out of  the gate and his goalies have also 
gotten off  to strong starts. It’s the veteran 
forwards that he’s trying to wake up.

“I’d like to see some of  the veteran 
players step up and get off  to a better start 
– I think they have gotten off  to a bit of  a 
slow start. They have to step up,” he said. 
“Our veteran guys are not scoring right 
now. It takes a little while for the young 
guys to get their feet underneath them to 
start scoring, so we’re not scoring at the 
pace yet that I think we’ll end up scoring 
at.”

On Thursday, playing against 
Newmarket, former Hurricane Calvin 
Higley again proved his worth by 
collecting two assists, including one on 
Drake Board’s game winning, power play 
goal in the second period.

Callum Fryer, Kory Kennedy and 
Robert Angiolella added goals for the 
Tigers as well.

Goalie Andy Munroe had another 
solid outing in net for the Tigers, turning 
away 35 of  36 shots for the win.

Munroe has had the majority of  starts 
thus far and has played admirably for the 
Tigers to start the season. With Kevin 
Entmaa also playing well to start the 
season, the Tigers find themselves in a 
good spot in net.

“At the beginning of  the season we 
told them we would rotate the first two 
games and then we’ll go with who’s got 
the ball; if  you’re playing well and you’re 
winning, then you’ll play the next game 
and that’s what we’ve done,” Richmond 
explained. “Munroe has looked really 
solid and now Entmaa will go this week 
and I’m really expecting him to step up. 
I think we’ve got a real good 1A-1B type 
scenario.”

On Saturday against Cobourg, the 
Tigers played another strong game, but 
didn’t have enough to come home from 
the College Showcase in Oakville with 
the win.

“We played well, but I think it was a 
bad call in the third period against us for 
interference that they kind of  let go in the 
game all along,” said Richmond. “Then 
they called it against us and then they 
scored late just after the penalty ended.”

At the time of  the call the game was 
tied 2 – 2 in the third, after Taylor McCloy 
evened the score for the Tigers with seven 
minutes left to play.

Just seconds after the team killed off  
an interference penalty, Cobourg scored 
to take the lead and did not give it up, 
sending the Tigers home with a 3 – 2 loss.

Veteran defenceman Kyle Liu has 
earned some praise from the coaching 
staff  and said even though the makeup of  
the team is different this season, things 
will start to come around.

“It’s definitely different from last year 
because we had an older team. We had 
some over-agers, but now we have a lot 
of  young faces and really talented guys,” 
he said. “It’s still early on, so they’re 
probably still getting used to the league, 
but each and every one of  them has a lot 
of  talent. Hopefully everyone can find 
their groove and we can get on a roll 
here.”

For stats, schedules and more on 
the Tigers, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Tigers look to find their “groove” after early season falter

The Aurora Tigers’ new roster will put their grocery   bagging   skills   to   work   at   Super-
store this Saturday to benefit the Aurora Food Pantry.  Jan and Matthew Taylor last year 
had their groceries packed by a three-man team.      Auroran photo by Brock Weir 

With a new season already on the 
go, Aurora Tigers Jr. A hockey club is 
planning to once again get out into the 
community to take part in a number of  
events.

On Friday, October 4, at 7:30 p.m., the 
Tigers will face some tough competition 
when they lace up to face the Central 
York Girls Jr. A hockey team. It will be a 
fun evening of  competitive hockey and 
Aurora Mayor Geoffrey Dawe will also 
be making an appearance. Tickets are $10 
for adults and $5 for seniors and students. 
Proceeds from the box office will go to the 
Southlake Regional Health Centre. 

The very next day, Saturday, October 5 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the Tigers will have 
a chance to brush up on their grocery 
packing skills as the team will make 
their second annual appearance at The 
Real Canadian Superstore at St. John’s 
Sideroad and Bayview Avenue. Players 
will be there to help customers load up 
their groceries.

On Saturday, October 12, the Tigers 
will try on some different colours for Pink 
in the Rink. The Tigers will be wearing 
pink for their game against Newmarket 
at 7:30 p.m. at the ACC, in support of  the 
Southlake Regional Cancer Centre. There 
will be a silent auction, bake sale and 
Tigers-wear for sale.

Girls vs. Guys and even groceries in store  
as Tigers get back to community
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H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

Call 905.833.5311
to book your table at York Region’s 

Most Historic Restaurant

Reservations are recommended; take home or take out not permitted during Sunday Brunch

Hogan’s Inn at Four Corners
is excited to announce...

$28 Unlimited Full Service Menu!
is back!

~ Eggs Benny
~ French Toast
~ Corned Beef Hash with
   Poached Egg
~ Gourmet Burger
~ Fresh Seafood

~ Soup and Salad Selections
~ Pasta Feature
~ Smoke Salmon Nicoise .... & more!
Coffee, Tea, Pop, Juice,
Still and Sparkling Water
all included!

Kids under 12 pay their age!
EvEry Sunday

from 11am to 3pm

Kids Pasta and Kids Chicken Fingers available

Follow us on Twitter @HogansInn

Pro promises “exceptional” tennis, 
but vision goes beyond rules

By Brock Weir

Rules should be broadened to allow 
for wider ranging proposals for new 
tennis facilities, according to the Aurora 
Community Tennis Club.

The group is backing a proposal to 
finance and build a series of  indoor 
and outdoor tennis courts at Stewart 
Burnett Park, the outdoor recreation 
facility near Leslie and Wellington 
Streets. They were responding to an 
expression of  interest put out by the 
Town of  Aurora this summer for a new 
tennis facility on that location. The only 
problem is, however, the call was simply 
for a covered or indoor facility and 
that’s the plan on which other groups 
have based their proposals. 

The “exceptional” project in question 
was brought to Council last week 
by Aurora resident Andres Marco, a 
former professional tennis player with 
an extensive résumé as a player and 
trainer. His project was backed at the 
meeting by Brent MacKinnon, president 
of  the Aurora Community Tennis Club. 

“My partner and I, on the weekend, 
concluded a verbal agreement with 
some other investors to offer a proposal 
to the Town of  Aurora for an exceptional 
tennis facility,” said Mr. Marco in a 
statement, which Mr. MacKinnon read 
to Council. 

“Our proposal is exceptional because 
we envision a mixed use facility: We 
will have recreational, community-
based programs as well as high-level 
professional training programs. It’s 
exceptional because we envision both 
indoor and outdoor courts. Exceptional 
because we would be promoting the 
sport of  pickle ball, the fastest growing 
sport in North America, especially for a 
booming senior population.

“Exceptional because our complex 
will enable hosting of  significant local, 
regional, Provincial, and international 
events that would bring many players 
and visitors to Aurora. Exceptional 
because our vision will stimulate local 
economic development.”

According to Councillor John 
Gallo, if  Mr. Marco and the Aurora 

Community Tennis Club are planning 
to pay for it, their plan should be given 
due consideration. AL Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and Recreation, on the 
other hand, said that could be difficult 
because the expression of  interest 
put out the call for an indoor facility, 
something which other groups have 
complied with. 

“It makes it difficult to compare 
apples to apples,” said Mr. Downey. 
“If  a proponent comes forward and 
wants to build 20 tennis courts and our 
expression of  interest identified six, 
how do we evaluate whether or not the 
proposal for six courts is better or worse 
than the proposal for 20 courts?

“We need to define what we’re looking 
for and I thought we did that very well 
in the expression of  interest. If  the 
proponent wishes to go outside of  that, 
they’re welcome to, however, it won’t be 
evaluated as part of  the RFP because it 
is not what was directed by Council to 
be sent out as an RFP.

“Some of  the proponents have called 
and said, can we put in a proposal for 
a bubbled facility and can we put in a 
proposal for a building? Absolutely. You 
can compare apples to apples with that, 
but not the number of  courts in the 
footprint that we have established.”

Councillors approved going forward 
with the expression of  interest on 
consent this past summer. 

Nevertheless, Councillor Gallo said 
the Town should not be concerned if  
a group comes forward with a “larger 
scope” if  Aurora is not going to be on 
the hook to pay for it. While Aurora 
would be supplying the land, it should 
accommodate all proposals. 

“If  someone is out there that wants to 
build something that is grand, and with 
their money, I think we should be open 
to at least looking at it,” said Councillor 
Gallo. “It is there money; why would we 
close the door?”

Councillors received word from three 
groups responding to the expression 
of  interest, including Terry Redvers, 
the owner and operator of  the Aurora 
Sports Dome on Industrial Parkway 
North.

Barbs continue run for McCormick cup
Submitted by John Reich

The Aurora Barbarians 
Senior Men’s rugby team 
opened their run for the 
2013 McCormick Cup on 
Saturday with a trip to 
Sarnia and a lopsided 
victory over the home team 
Saints, 97 to 10.  

The Barbarians put 
up fifteen tries in the one-
sided game, rarely pausing 
from the open style of  play 
that served them so well 
through the end of  the 
regular season.

After the game, Aurora 
coach Ian McLeod was not 
impressed. 

“This kind of  blowout is 
not good for rugby,” he said. 
“Sarnia is demoralized and 
we come away with a bunch 
of  bad habits that will hurt 

us in the next round.”
The McCormick Cup 

competition seeds the top 
sixteen clubs from the 
Marshall Premiership 
and Provincial Leagues 
in a knock-out format.  
The York Region club was 
seeded second to Sarnia’s 
fifteenth ranking, a wide 
margin as evidenced on the 
day. 

Next Saturday, the 
first round winners will 
meet in quarter-final 
play and advance to the 
championship round 
while the losers will go to 
the consolation rounds. 
Aurora will host London St. 
George at Fletcher’s Fields, 
number ten London having 
squeaked by number seven 
Oakville Crusaders in a 
rematch of  last year’s Cup 

final 51 to 50 in a game 
played at London.

Scoring for Aurora in 
the rout was Michael Neely 
with four trys, Bryn Davies 
with three, Jesse Walker 
with two and singles going 
Sean Sinel, Dan Resnick, 
Matt Chown, Najeeb Obadi, 
Nolan Ott and Connor 
Libby. Davies added eleven 
converts for a total of  37 
points on the day.

“We need two good 
sessions this week to 
adjust our play for 
London,” Coach McLeod 
added. “They are very 
dynamic offensively and 
have an outstanding 
playmaker in Derek 
Daypuck, a former 
National team player and 
current Ontario Blue. 
Derek is always a threat.”

Athletes become “twirlers to be reckoned with”
By Jen Meron

Meet Madi, Bridget and 
Leyla.  These three young 
ladies are members of  
Aurora’s Spectrum Baton 
Club, twirlers who are 
making their mark on 
the baton world.  

Madi Georgopoulos is 
13 and has been twirling 
for eight years; Leyla 
Ozturk is 14 and has 
been twirling for five, and 
Bridget Lynagh, 11, is in 
her sixth year.  Over the 
years, these girls enjoyed 
being part of  their 
baton club, Spectrum 
North, competing in 
local competitions, and 
participating in parades 
and shows.  

But last season, these 
three simultaneously 
caught on fire and became 
competitive twirlers to be 
reckoned with.

Coach and choreographer 
Jennifer Meron decided to 
form a Dance-Twirl trio with 
them, with the goal being 
to stand on the podium at 
the Ontario and Canadian 
Championships.  

The girls took the 
challenge and ran with it, 
showing dedication and effort 
beyond anything they had 
previously displayed.  

All the girls upped their 
training time in the gym, not 
only for team, but also for 
the individual events they 
compete in.  

At the Canadian 
championships in Moncton, 

NB in July, 2013, the girls were 
up against stiff  competition 
from across the country, 
including two powerhouse 
teams from Saskatchewan.

“I was a little worried 

given their young age and 
relative lack of  national 
level experience,” confessed 
Meron, “But at the same time, 
I knew they would leave it all 
on the floor and give me their 
best effort, and that’s all I 
could ever ask for”.   

Their best effort proved to 

be enough!  
The team did a near 

perfect performance that had 
the crowd on their feet, and 
their coach smiling!   

When the results were 
announced, Spectrum’s 
Trio was not only on the 
podium, but had earned 
the Gold!  

The fantastic 
performances continued 
with the girls individual 
events, as did the super 
results. Bridget won the 
silver medal in her age 
division in both solo and 
two baton. Leyla won 
the Bronze medal in solo 
and placed fourth in two 
baton in her age division, 
and Madi placed fifth in 

her age division in solo.   
Very impressive for 

three young ladies at their 
first National Championship!

After taking a few weeks 
off, the girls are back in 
the gym this week, and the 
new goal is back-to-back 
gold medals when the team 
travels to Calgary, Alberta, for 
Nationals in July, 2014.

Last month, the Aurora Panthers Peewee A team won the Markham/Stouffville 
Starsfest Tournament in a close match against the Whitby Wolves. The Wolves 
jumped out ahead 1-0, but the Panthers battled hard and never gave up to come 
back and win the game and tourney.                          Submitted photo

Photo by High 5 Photography
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AURORA 

CANADA’S BIRTHDAY TO
W

N150 Arts & Culture

Talent taking part in the Aurora Artists’ Studio tour were eager to show off their work in the Colleen Abbott Gallery at the Aurora Public Library. Gabriel of Gabriel’s Café 
dusted off an old recipe for the culinary celebration held at the Aurora Farmers’ Market. Singer Matina Z, who performed at the Celebrate Aurora Music Festival in July, 
brought her talents to Hillary House as one of a number of singers performing on the picturesque property. Jewellery designer Teresa Cook had a busy two hours as 
one of six “Human Books” available to be checked out from the Library.  Encaustic artist Michelle van Nie created a special community art project where visitors to the 
Cultural Centre could etch words they associate with Canada’s wide open spaces in freshly laid beeswax. Sterling Dillinger got the afternoon celebrations at the Library 
to a rousing start with slam poetry.                   Auroran photos by David Falconer and Brock Weir

From crafts to crepes, Aurora celebrates Culture Days
By Brock Weir

Aurorans were treated 
to the flavours of  the past 
and visions of  the future 
as Culture Days kicked 
off  Saturday.

Bringing together the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market, 
Aurora Historical 
Society, Aurora Cultural 
Centre and Aurora Public 
Library, the day offered 
relaxation, and plenty of  
opportunities to get those 
creative juices flowing.

The morning got off  
to a tasty start at the 
Farmers’ Market as 
resident chefs dusted 
off  old family recipes to 
whip up culinary dishes 
that would have graced 
Aurora plates back in 
1863. Delicacies included 
fresh salads made with 
ingredients found at the 
market, comfort foods, 
soups, and a variety of  
sweets and savouries. 

At noon, people 
gathered around the 
cooking table as Chef  
Marcel whipped up 
crepes Suzettes with 
fresh orange zest. 

“It’s an old recipe,” he 
said. “We are celebrating 
the 150 years of  Aurora, 
so we decided to make an 
old recipe for an old city.”

Market-goers still 
saved some room for the 
crepes despite the other 
dishes also moving like, 
well, like hotcakes. 

Nick Vannan put a 
classic spin on a favourite 
potato soup, using sweet 
condensed milk rather 
than fresh milk for an 
authentic flavour. 

“Back then, unless you 
had a cow five feet from 

your house, you wouldn’t 
have been able to have 
fresh milk,” he said. 
“I used that with some 
potatoes, some fresh 
bacon and everyone loved 
it. I ran out of  samples in 
five minutes. I felt this 
recipe showcased the old 
style of  food.”

Also keeping it old 
school was Melvin 
Laidlaw, also known as 
“Mr. Spinners.” Laidlaw 
normally specializes 
in the hot tastes of  the 
islands, but he showed 
considerable restraint 
with his spice rack when 
preparing baked beans.

“I used things 
that would have been 
prevalent in those days 
like maple syrup and 
molasses,” he said. “I 
didn’t use any foreign 
spices, just onions and 
tomato, which I sautéed 
at the bottom of  the pan 
with herbs like thyme 
and tarragon. It was a 
very typical baked bean 
you would get here 150 
years ago. 

“I am trying to be true 
with the times. Back 
then, people weren’t 
going to be kicking it 
up with scotch peppers. 
It would be blander, but 
the molasses and maple 
syrup would give you 
your flavour. We ate more 
real back then.”

Meanwhile, over at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre, 
artists from across 
Aurora and York Region 
gathered to give people 
on their own Culture 
Days tour a flavour of  
a wide variety of  art 
forms, from filmmaking, 
glassmaking, to more 

conventional abstract 
and encaustic art. 

S k i l l - b u i l d i n g 
workshops were hosted 
by John Watson and 
Rob Comeau via the 
Multimedia Film Festival 
of  York Region, while 
Greg Locke and Miiko 
were in the galleries to 
talk about their joint 
exhibition Abstractions, 
featuring their abstracts 
and glass. 

Upstairs, people had 
the chance to leave their 
mark on a community art 
project by Michelle van 
Nie and Robin Burnett, 
invited to etch what the 
Canadian landscape 
means to them into wax.

“We had a boy here 
who had just moved from 
Mexico and he wanted 
to write ‘snow’ as that is 
what he thinks when he 
thinks of  the Canadian 
landscape,” explained 
van Nie. “When people 
see an encaustic work, 
they want to touch it and 
be a part of  it. We thought 
this way people would be 
able to have that chance.”

Literacy was on tap 
next door at the Library 
where artists, writers, 
and community members 
offered their talents and 
knowledge for a day that 
included puppet shows, 
an exhibition from the 
Aurora Studio Tour, 
slam poetry courtesy of  
Sterling Dillinger, and six 
“human books” to check 
out for the afternoon.

“I was at an arts event 
and was asked to give 
a definition of  culture 
and I said Culture is 
something that happens 
whenever people get 

together,” said Reccia 
Mandelcorn of  the 
Aurora Public Library. 
“We all have our stories. 
Whether you are a human 
book, whether you are a 
writer, or whether you 

are a musician, there is 
something cultural in 
each of  us. The synergy 
when we get together and 
make it all work is what 
really grows culture.”

Near the end of  the 

circuit was an afternoon 
of  music, poetry and 
performance at Hillary 
House, as well as the 
launch of  a new photo 
contest which you can 
follow on Facebook. 
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$500
napoleonfireplaces.com

*
*FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Please call for details

905 601-1986

Serving Aurora and surrounding area. 
Free Executor Checklist at www.executorservices.net

Have you been named executor of a loved one’s estate?  
Do you need help with the many tasks you’re facing?

Providing assistance to Estate Executors

We can assist with any or all of your duties and 
ensure you minimize your liability as an Executor.

HIRING!NOW 

HIRING!NOW 

Located on 14879 Yonge Street, Unit 2, Aurora

If interested, please e-mail your resumes to 
info@cool-freshyogurt.com or call 416.565.6579

COOL & FRESH YOGURT

We are recruiting for Cool & Fresh Frozen Yogurt Store!
Interviews will be held at our Richmond Hill Office. 

Please contact us for more information.

• Excellent customer service!  

   (kids, teens, and adults)

• Good communication skills!

• Enthusiastic!

• Able to work in a fast pace environment!

Minimum Qualifications:

Cindy Shaver, Commu-
nications Coordinator at 
the Aurora Public Library, 
is pictured promoting 
the second annual My 
APL contest. This year’s 
video submissions are 
being accepted until De-
cember 15 through the 
Library’s Facebook page 
at facebook.com/Aurora 
PublicLibrary.   

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

Library launches inaugural 
documentary festival

By Brock Weir

As the stars and 
movie buffs left Toronto 
last month and the last 
reels came to a complete 
stop after the Toronto 
International Film 
Festival, local aficionados 
were putting the finishing 
touches on a film fest all 
their own.

The Aurora Public 
Library’s first ever 
film festival ran their 
first reel on Monday 
with a screening of  
“Code Breakers, a 2011 
documentary by David 
Suzuki and Niobe 
Thompson on human 
migration to North 
America. 

It was a documentary, 
and indeed docs are the 
focus of  this new series. 

The Documentary Film 
Festival continues this 
Tuesday, October 8 with 
a screening of  something 
with a bit more of  a local 
flavour with the Mystery 
of  Mazo de la Roche.

The 2012 National 
Film Board documentary 
charts the complex life 
of  the famed Newmarket-
born author of  the 
popular turn-of-the-
century “Jalna” novel 
series. In death, de la 
Roche has become the 
subject of  fascination and 
speculation for booklovers 
and lovers of  Canadiana. 
This film attempts to 
unravel the her life.

“There is definitely 
an eclectic mix of  films,” 
says Cindy Shaver of  the 
Aurora Public Library. 
“The idea is to have a little 

something for everyone. 
There are some that have 
a more geographical 
twist to them. Others 
are international, such 
as The Boxing Girls of  
Kabul, which is pertinent 
because of  Canada’s role 
in Afghanistan. Mazo 
de la Roche hits close to 
home, and I think that 
speaks to people as they 
are fascinated with our 
local history.

“This is an opportunity 
to delve into that a little 
bit deeper.”

The idea to hold an 
inaugural documentary 
film festival was the 
idea of  Kate, one of  the 
Aurora Public Library’s 
adult librarians. There 
was a desire to showcase 
the Library’s “fabulous” 
collection of  international 
films “and films that make 
you think outside the 
box,” says Ms. Shaver, 
and this was the perfect 
opportunity. 

“With everyone in our 
community loving TIFF, 
we also have the Aurora 
Film Circuit that does 
this,” she says. “They 
screen movies every 
month at the Cineplex 
Odeon and they give back 
to the library the films 
they screen. We have an 
amazing film collection – 
and I’m going to say it is 
the best in the Region.

“This was our 
opportunity to highlight 
that. There are lots of  
people, like myself, 
who maybe would have 
wanted to go down to 
TIFF and maybe not had 
the opportunity. This is 

a chance to pull from our 
collection and highlight 
some of  these films.”

It is also a chance, 
she says, to have that 
unique feeling that people 
experience seeing films 
up on the big screen with 
likeminded individuals. 

“You’re in this 
atmosphere where you’re 
feeding off  everyone else’s 
energy, which is fabulous, 
and then, in that moment 
in time, have a little 
discussion afterwards,” 
says Ms. Shaver. “I’m most 
looking forward to Boxing 
Girls. It is a fascinating 
story and you always 
like to see people who 
are suppressed coming 
out on top and pushing 
themselves to do better.”

Boxing Girls of  Kabul is 
the penultimate screening 
in the Film Festival, 
unspooling at the Library 
on Wednesday, October 23. 

Wipe Out, a film directed 
by Lionel Goddard, 
following the story of  
“three young men living 
with permanent brain 
damage resulting from 
head injuries received 
pursuing extreme sports” 
screens Wednesday, 
October 16, while David 
York’s Wiebo’s War, closes 
the Festival on October 30.

All films start at 7 p.m.  

FILM CONTEST 
Film festivities 

continue at the Library 
throughout the fall 
with the second annual 
My APL video contest, 
open to everyone in the 
community to show what 
the Library means to 

you. One to three minute 
videos will be accepted 
via Facebook through 
December 15. 

“You’d be surprised 
how little time it actually 
takes,” says Ms. Shaver. 
“Sometimes it seems 
pretty daunting but it 
doesn’t need to be. Just 
pick up your camera. You 
don’t have to be fancy if  
you have a compelling 
story to tell or an 
interesting take on a story. 
You’re definitely in the 
forefront for placing and 
winning that coveted cash 
prize!”

School team-builds celebrating Franco-Ontarian heritage
By Jeff Doner

Students at ESC 
Renaissance secondary 
school were lucky enough 
to spend Thursday outside 
to celebrate Franco Ontario 
Flag Day and also take part 
in the Terry Fox run.

Throughout the day, 
students from all grades 
were divided into teams 
competing in a series of  
events and activities. The 
team with the most points 
at the end of  the day won all 
the bragging rights.

School principal, 
Martyne Laurin, said 
the event was met with 
a positive reaction from 
students each year.

“They were pretty 
excited about today, that’s 
why you see so many 
students enjoying this 
experience together,” she 
said. “So far the comments 
have been good and the 
older kids have really come 
in charge of  organizing the 
activities and have shown 
good leadership.”

It was the first year 
the annual event paired 
students from all grades 
together.

“We wanted to see them 
interact with each other, 
because they don’t spend 
much time together,” Laurin 
said. “I think the Grade 12s 
are seen as mentors to the 
other students, so it’s a good 
experience and hopefully 
good school spirit comes out 
of  that.”

She also pointed out that 
ESC Renaissance has been 
winning the annual school 
spirit award out of  10 other 
French schools in the area.

Sylvie Lessard, chair of  
the school’s parent council, 
said the event also serves a 
larger purpose.

“Every year there are 
celebrations on the 25th in 
line with Franco Ontario 
Flag Day to have the children 
be aware of  their pride and 
culture and this year is the 
first time that we decided to 
combine it with the Terry 
Fox Run,” she said.

To participate in the 
event, each student in 
the school of  roughly 620 
students was asked to bring 

in $6. That money went 
toward purchasing some 
snacks, refreshments and 
t-shirts, with the rest going 
to the Terry Fox Run.

“All the students have 
been given green and white 
t-shirts, which are the 
same colours as the flag,” 
Lessard explained. “The 
green stands for summer, 
the white for snow, the 
fleur-de-lis stands for global 
French and the trillium is 
the Ontario flower.”

Emily Li Niap Fah, who 
is the voice of  the student 
body as school council 
president, said her peers 
were pumped for the event.

“They have been so 
excited,” she said with 

enthusiasm. “It’s our day to 
celebrate our French culture, 
to be proud of  it and show 
everyone that we are proud. 
People have been waiting 
for this day, especially to not 
have class, but they are also 
excited to have the chance 
to have fun with each other, 
to talk to other students and 
party in French.”

(Top) Students at ESC Renaissance were not short in 
the “pride” department as they spent the day outside 
celebrating Franco-Ontarian heritage. (Bottom) The 
event teamed students for a variety of activities re-
gardless of grade.                   Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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Coming Events

FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

BRING THE HEAT
TO YOUR FEET!

Wed - Fri - Sat 10 to 5, Thurs 10 to 7

Brain Food

SENIOR
SCAPE

Jim L. Abram

The brain is an “activity dependent” organ. 
My opinion is that if  you don’t think you are old, you 

aren’t old. 
Some of  the best years’ of  my life were the time  

I spent in University. Some of  the greatest joys I observe in 
members of  the Aurora Seniors’ Centre are their enjoyment 
of  books which they exchange freely very frequently at the 
Centre. 

As a senior, I hope you continue to think of  yourself  as a 
“student” and continue to learn. 

Never choose to slow down. Your brain will like you 
more if  you keep it busy. Physical and social activity creates 
smarter brains. 

By all measures, do not let societal stigmas surrounding 
the “proper place” of  seniors stifle your creative mind. I 
for one diligently exercise my right to contribute to this 
experiment we call “life.” But a word of  caution is in order 
here: always remember that your brain follows your heart. 
These two organs may work in tandem to lead your well-
being and behaviour but that doesn’t mean you should 
ignore your liver, lungs and other parts of  your body!

As an example of  one of  the many programs that the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre partners in to offer programs, 
seminars and events relevant to seniors, Diversicare 
introduced a one-of-a-kind brain stimulation program. 
Brain Gym & More is an innovative program that is 
supported by the current brain research about the brain’s 
plasticity. 

Research studies have found that using Brain Gym 
and other sensory modalities slows down or reverses 
some of  the effects of  aging such as lack of  concentration, 
poor recall, limited thinking patterns and, seemingly, an 
inability to learn new material. 

People that participate in this event have found it to 
be a huge success. Already, people across the country at 
Diversicare’s retirement residences and long-term care 
homes have shared benefits this program has had on their 
lives. 

Some report they feel more energetic in mornings, 
excited about getting out of  bed, steadier on their feet, 
better balance, hands stopped shaking enough to write a 
letter and sleeping better. 

MODEL SHIP BUILDING
 Our featured October seminar is on Model Ship Building 

to be held on Wednesday, October 30, at 1 p.m. at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. 

This presentation will provide an introduction to 
model ship building.  It will describe the rewards and self-
satisfaction you can expect from the hobby, a few things 
the hobby is not and we will show some models completed 
by the presenter, David Nelson, as examples of  what is 
achievable in building models.  

Key topics discussed are how to get started, tools you will 
need initially and where you can get access to experienced 
modellers who can provide advice and guidance. Nelson 
has a great website www.dnelson.ca. Check it out!

HOLIDAY BAZAAR
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre is hosting their annual 

Holiday Bazaar on November 9 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 90 
John West Way, Aurora. Vendors from the Aurora Farmers 
Market and the Seniors’ Centre will be there. There will be 
a Tea Room, Bake Table and much, much more! This is a 
great opportunity to start your holiday shopping! We hope 
to see you there!

YORK REGION POLICE MALE CHORUS
This concert will tak place on Sunday, October 27, 2013 

at the Aurora Seniors Centre.  Doors open at 1.30 p.m., 
show starts at 2 p.m. Admission is only $5; Refreshments 
will be served at Intermission. Tickets are available at 
the reception desk. You won’t want to miss this excellent 
performance!

SQUARE DANCING
Members are encouraged to join us at the Aurora 

Seniors’ Centre every Monday from 12.15 p.m. to 1.00pm in 
the West-McKenzie hall. Singles and couples are welcome. 
We practise Traditional Square Dances and Country 
Dances, Gay Gordon, Strip the Willow, and much more. For 
further information please contact Dave Griffith, email: 
dvgriff@sympatico.ca.

My Final Word: I overheard a senior telling his friend, 
“I just bought a new hearing aid. It cost me four thousand 
dollars, but its state of  the art.” “Really,” answered the 
friend, “What kind is it?” “Twelve thirty.”

For more information on the Aurora Seniors’ Centre 
and all it has to offer, drop by 90 John West Way, visit the 
web site www.auroraseniors.ca, email auroraseniors@
rogers.com or call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

ONGOING
Tickets are now on sale for 

the third annual Empty Bowls 
fundraiser hosted by the Pine 
Tree Potters Guild on December 
5. With dinner tickets already sold 
out, lunch tickets are available 
from Meridian Credit Union on 
Wellington Street, and Vic’s Shoe 
Repair. Tickets are $45 and will 
benefit local charities.

* * * * 
SEPTEMBER 23 – DECEMBER 9

Wavestage Theatre Company 
will host an eight week acting 
Masterclass Program beginning 
September 23 running on select 
dates through December 9. 
Working with an experienced 
director, you will develop a 
practical understanding of  text 
and character, basic vocal and 
movement skills, and plenty of  
tips and techniques to keep you 
relaxed in audition scenarios. 
The masterclass will be looking 
at specific acting techniques and 
skills, drawing from practitioners 
such as Stanislavski and Meisner, 
to make scenes come alive, bring 
believable characters into being, 
and learn to create magical 
moments on stage as an actor. For 
more information, contact Sarah 
Kyle at wavestagetheatre@gmail.
com.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2
The Aurora Public Library 

hosts Pumpkin-Palooza: Attention 
kids ages 6 – 8, let the Library 
introduce you to the science, 
folklore and trivia behind 
pumpkins. Celebrate this seasonal 
fruit (vegetable?) with fellow 
participants by assembling a 
three-dimensional pumpkin to 
decorate your fall dining table. 7 – 
8 p.m. at the Aurora Public Library. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3
The Aurora Chamber of  

Commerce will host their annual 
general meeting this afternoon 
at 5.30 p.m. at Oakview Terrace 
(13256 Leslie Street, Richmond 
Hill). The event is for Aurora 
Chamber members only and the 
2013 audited financial statements, 
year-end reports, and a look to the 
future will be presented. 

* * * * 
Chess in the Library: A drop 

in chess club for the experienced 
chess player or beginner. Come and 
enjoy playing with like-minded 
players. Chess sets provided, or 
bring your own. (18+). 6 – 9 p.m. in 
the Lebovic Room. 

* * * * 
EDOYR’s Riverwalk Eating 

Disorders and Wellness Centres 
launches a Hope and Inspiration 
Peer Support Group today for the 
next six Thursdays from 6 – 7.30 
p.m. at their Wellington and Yonge 
location. The groups are facilitated 
by an psychotherapist (MSW) with 
specialized knowledge of  eating 
disorders and lived experience 
of  recovery.  This informal group 
allows individuals who share a 
common experience or issue to 
come together, and share their 
thoughts, feelings and experiences 
with each other in a safe and non-
judgemental space. Participants 
can feel understood and that they 
are not alone. Participants of  a 
peer support group can offer each 
other mutual support, empathy, 
validation and practical advice. In 
peer support groups, participants 
are equals, and this can make 
people feel more comfortable in 
sharing their thoughts, feelings 
and experiences about an issue. 
$80 for six weeks. Register online 
at www.edoyr.com. 

* * *  *
The French Toastmasters 

Club, FrancoFun, meets today 
at 7.30 p.m. at the Richmond Hill 
Retirement Residence  (70 Bernard 
Avenue). The French Toastmasters 
Club serves members in Aurora, 
Newmarket, and Richmond 
Hill. For more information, 
contact Anne Lucie at annelucie.
setrakian@gmail.com. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 

22 Church Street is proud to 
announce that Canada’s favourite 
pianist John Sheard of  CBC 
radio’s The Vinyl Cafe fame has 
created a concert series just for us! 
Tonight’s kick-off  presents John 
at the keys, with Prairie Oyster 
frontman Russell deCarle, and 
Steve Briggs on guitar. Tickets $25 
in advance, or $30 day of  concert. 
Doors open 7.30 p.m.; concert at 8 
p.m. General admission seating; 
cash bar. Fully accessible venue; 
elevator at north entrance. This 
kick-off  concert is part of  “The 
Great Reunion” concert series, 
featuring three memorable 
evenings of  John at the keys, with 
special guests at his side. Check 
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca, or 
drop by the Centre to discover the 
full line-up of  guests he’s lined 
up for these exclusive 2013/14 
concerts, and for special series 
pricing.

* * * * 
It’s Girls Vs. Boys as the 

Central York Girls Jr. A. Hockey 
Team take on the Aurora Tigers Jr. 
A. boys for an evening full of  fun. 
For more information, contact 
Diane McCarthy at notes4di@
hotmail.ca. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
“The Boys are Packing…

Groceries!” Come out to the Real 
Canadian Superstore at Bayview 
Avenue and St. John’s Sideroad 
today between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
to have your groceries packed and 
taken out to your car by the Aurora 
Tigers. It’s all in good fun, and in 
support of  the Aurora Food Pantry.

* * * *
Volunteers are welcomed to 

join the Aurora Tree Days tree 
plantings at Carisbrooke Circle 
today at a.m. Contribute to a 
greener community by planting 
trees and getting involved in this 
family event open to everyone. 
For more information, visit www.
tdtreedays.com. TD’s flagship 
volunteer program, Tree Days, 
provides TD employees, customers 
and community partners an 
opportunity to demonstrate 
leadership in environmental 
stewardship in their local 
communities.

* * * * 
Head up to Bradford for the 

annual Walk a Loop for Lupus 
event from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
seventh annual event will include 
the walk, games, giveaways, a 
raffle, 50/50 draw, a blind auction, 
sports and art for sale, crafts, food, 
and more. 100 per cent of  proceeds 
will be donated to Lupus Ontario. 
For more information, visit www.
lupusontario.org or call 905-415-
1099.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6
Hillary House hosts Sunday 

Morning Meditation today from 
9 a.m. – 10 p.m. Weekly, open to 
all by donation, the meditation 
lesson is followed by guided 
meditation led by Tracy Cox. Visit 
divineheartcentre.ca for more 
details. 

* * * * 
The York Regional Police Pipes 

and Drums will hold a training 
program for youths aged 13 years 
of  age and up who are interested 
in learning to play the bagpipe 
or snare drum. The program will 
begin with an information session 
this morning at 9 a.m. The lessons 
will take place at the York Region 
headquarters at 17250 Yonge 
Street, Newmarket. Students 
will be required to purchase 
practice chanters, drum sticks, 
practice pads, and music books. 
Instruction, however, is free. 
Initial lessons will be about 1 hour 
in duration. Contact Pipe Major 
Peter Fleming at 589@yrp.ca for 
more information.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
Aurora’s Tigers will be in the 

pink today, for the annual PINK 
IN THE RINK! Fundraiser. The 
home team will be wearing, as the 
name suggests, pink in the rink to 
support the Southlake Regional 
Cancer Centre. A silent auction 

and bake sale will also support the 
local hospital. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15
Bonsai Hill Tea and Aurora 

artists host “I Will Go With You 
Anywhere”, an evening of  poetry 
featuring performers, storytellers 
and poets. 7 – 9 p.m. (15263 Yonge 
Street). Featuring musician Alex 
Nugent, and poets Shoshana 
Barak, Bob Brooks, Deborah 
Campo, Stephanie Davidson, 
Sterling Dillinger, Michael Dwyer, 
Troy Harkin, Dianne Hughes, 
Michael Rowbottom, Linda 
Squires, Dierdre Tomlinson, and 
Malcolm Watts. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
The Aurora Chamber of  

Commerce hosts a marketing 
workshop today starting at 9 
a.m. at the Chamber Office (14483 
Yonge Street). Event host Javed S. 
Khan will show you how to grow 
your business through email and 
social media marketing.

* * * * 
The York Region Poverty 

PACC will host the International 
Day for the Eradication of  
Poverty tonight at Stellar Hall 
(1220 Stellar Drive, Newmarket). 
The event will feature an open 
mic and stage for speakers, 
artists, and musicians to lend 
their voice to the cause. The event 
will also feature the premiere of  
the film York Region: Behind 
The Masks, part of  the Quest 
for Youth York Region Schools 
event. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18
The Aurora Historical 

Society hosts The Hillary House 
Ball. 6 p.m. arrival. 7 p.m. dinner 
at King Valley Golf  Club. Support 
the ongoing preservation and 
restoration of  Hillary House 
National Historic Site while 
enjoying an amazing meal, 
live music and dancing in an 
elegant venue. Tickets $150 per 
person, tax receipt to be issued 
for a portion of  the ticket price. 
Please visit hillaryhouseball.ca 
for more details.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 

22 Church Street presents Fest 
in October dinner & dance. 
Popular Aurora 13-piece dance 
band The Thursday Night Jam 
presents the ultimate dancing 
mix, with a few Oktoberfest 
tunes for good measure. Harvest-
inspired fare from Gabriel’s 
Café. Cash bar. Tickets, only $35, 
with all proceeds benefitting 
programming at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre.  For tickets 
for this 19+ licensed event, 
drop by the Centre, or call to 
order over the phone at 905-
713-1818. For info check www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca. Fully 
accessible building; elevator 
entrance at north doors.

* * * * 
It’s that time of  year again as 

Hillary House holds their Annual 
Fall Cleanup from 9.30 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Rake leaves, trim bushes 
and help prepare the Hillary 
House grounds for winter with 
the direction of  the landscape 
committee. 9.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Pizza lunch provided. To register 
as a volunteer, please contact the 
Aurora Historical Society office 
by phone at 905-727-8991 or email 
cda@aurorahs.com.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20
Sport Aurora will host their 

annual Breakfast of  Champions, 
honouring local sports champs 
and teams today. Tickets are now 
on sale through the Sport Aurora 
office with players, coaches, 
and parents getting the first 
crack. For more information 
on the Sport Aurora Breakfast 
of  Champions, contact Sport 
Aurora at 905-726-4776 or email 
Breakfast chair Doug Legallais 
at odlegallais@rogers.com.

OCTOBER 25 – 26
The Aurora United Church 

will hold its annual Fall 
Rummage Sale on Friday and 
Saturday. Events get underway 
Friday, October 25 from 1 – 8 
p.m. with the individual sale and 
again on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon with their bag sale. The 
Aurora United Church is located 
on Yonge Street at Tyler Aveune.

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.
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Councillor Gino Rosati. “Do we want the taxpayers to pay 
more, or the rider? Somebody has to pay. We can’t aim for 50 per 
cent but then say we don’t want any unreasonable increase.” 

He suggested making a further recommendation to 
Regional Council in October for staff  to revisit the 50-50 goal. A 
better solution, he ventured, might be a new plan to keep that 
50-50 on the books, but with a plan to increase fares 1 per cent 
each year until it is achieved within a 10 year window. 

“[That way] it doesn’t have to come to this Council,” he 
concluded. “It gets politically charged every year. We get 
complaints every year from our riders and then we have to try 
and explain as to why, and they don’t want to hear the why.”

Reconsidering the 50-50 split, and how to get there, was 
something also supported by Richmond Hill Regional 
Councillor Vito Spatafora, noting the split before them would 
really be in the range of  42-58.

“We should be looking at what split we should be 
considering because this is going to go on for some time,” he 
said. “[Child and senior passes aren’t] a big hit, but I do believe 
the general principle that we have to reach a target that is 
equitable and reasonable both for the transit user and the 
taxpayer.”

Next year’s increase will be four times the projected 
inflation rate and 7.9 per cent above current fares, argued 
Markham Regional Councillor Jack Heath. The Region, he 
said, should consider other ways to bring money from the 
Region rather than to put the charges on people who most 
depend on transit. 

“If  you wanted to say we should have an increase in the 
cash fares, that would be a good idea, but all the rest we have 
to find ways to ensure that the needs of  York Region Transit 

are covered elsewhere in the budget, but not through the 
cash box,” he said. “When we say we want to take cars off  
the road and we want to have more people taking transit, we 
should have some kind of  enticement to ensure that fare is the 
responsible fair, and the right kind of  fare so people would say, 
‘Hey, it would be cheaper to take transit and not a car’.

“I challenge you to find a way to prove that transit is 
cheaper than a car, especially if  you have someone who lives 
in the south end of  the Region…who wants to go into Toronto 
via transit. The cost is exceptionally high. I don’t think we 
should be doing that to the people who want to take transit, 
and need to take transit to go to a job.”

With adult monthly passes clocking in at under $1,600 a 
year, Newmarket Regional Councillor John Taylor argued 
that was indeed cheaper than a car.

Councillor Schulte’s further motion to nix the increase on 
student passes, a move which would have had a $300,000 cost 
impact, was voted down. 

Following Regional Council, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe said he 
previously supported the suggestion to keep the cost of  child 
and senior passes as they are.

“[Councillor Schulte] is bringing up a serious socio-
economical issue in that some people are obviously greatly 
affected by an increase in transit fares and we need to keep 
that first and foremost in their minds,” he said.

It’s time now to step back from the Regional Council’s 
objective to get to that 50-50 level to review whether they are 
on the right track or if  there are different approaches to take. 

“If  that is what we’re trying to achieve, we have to stick to 
our guns,” he said, noting he agreed with the suggestion to set 
a 1 per cent per year target in a 10 year window to close the gap. 
“It’s a much easier pill to swallow that way.”

Fresh Local ORIGINAL

4
GREAT
SUMMER

BEERS

TO SUMMER

$8.95
AT THESE LCBO LOCATIONS
Now Available

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD & BAYVIEW AVE

DAVIS & YONGE

LESLIE & DAVIS DRIVE

From page 1

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

Now that 
we’re fully into 
the autumn 
season, several 
of  our farmers 
have extended 
their booths 
to be able to 
accommodate 
all the variety 
of  fruits and 
vegetables that 
are in season 
now. 

For many people, their 
thoughts turn to apples, 
pears and pumpkins 
which will play a role in 
their Thanksgiving meal. 
Inspired by an interesting 
article in last Wednesday’s 
Toronto Star about the 
many varieties of  apples 
that grow in Ontario, I 
walked around the Market 
on Saturday and made 
notes of  which ones we 
have available now. Peter of  
Oakridge’s Finest had wild 
Galas. Willowtree Farm had 
Royal Galas, Macs, Empires, 
Honey Crisps, Paula Reds, 
and Cortlands. 

Andy at 19th Avenue 
Farm had Macs, Royal 
Galas, Honey Crisps and 
Cortlands. 

According to the Toronto 
Star article, The McIntosh 
apple is the most versatile 
and is good for baking, for 
applesauce and for eating 
out of  hand. The Cortland 
is recommended for salads 
and fruit plates because it 
resists browning, but is also 
great for pies and sauces. 

The Honey Crisps 
and Galas are best eaten 
fresh and the Empires are 
popular both for snacking 
and for sauces. Soon to 
make an appearance will be 
the late apples like Russets, 
Spartans and Northern 
Spys, all great for baking. 

The next vendor I’d like 
you to meet is our lovely 
jewellery-maker, Victoria. 
She grew up in Aurora in 
a family active in baseball 
and Guiding. Her family 
was also involved in retail 
and, as a result, Victoria 
developed a strong sense of  
fashion and fashion trends. 

Her creative and artistic 
background inspired her 
to graduate in Fashion 
Merchandising at Fanshawe 
College.

Victoria’s family 
nurtured her artistic side 
and encouraged her to 
develop and express her 
creativity. She was initially 
introduced to the broad 
selection and creative 
potential of  stones at 
rock and gem shows. This 
interest developed into a 
passion which she shared 
with both her Mother and 
aunt. Aunt Marylou can 
usually be found at the 
booth with Victoria; often 
with examples of  her own 
distinctive designs.

Victoria’s jewellery 
business was initially 
started by her mom, Barb, 
over 10 years ago. Barb 
joined the Farmers’ Market 
and Artisan Fair when we 
moved from the Temperance 
Street parking lot to Wells 
Street, and Victoria joined 
her Mom in the business. 
She continued as her Mom’s 
partner until, sadly, Barb 
lost her battle with cancer 
in September of  2009. We 
all miss her lively spirit and 
joie de vivre very much.

In honour of  her Mother, 
Victoria will be donating a 
portion of  her sales’ revenue 

on October 
5, 2013 to the 
C a n a d i a n 
Cancer Society. 
That would 
be a splendid 
time to visit 
V i c t o r i a ’ s 
booth, in the 
Town Park 
next to Green 
River Coffee, 
and choose one 

of  her gorgeous, one-of-a-
kind designs!

Since then, Victoria has 
kept the business going 
with her own unique and 
innovative designs. She 
has created a wide range 
of  necklaces, bracelets 
earrings and pendants. Her 
collection includes many 
beautiful stones from semi-
precious to precious and 
includes glass, crystal and 
seed beads in a broad range 
of  colours and textures. Most 
recently, she has specialized 
in wire-wrapped cabochons 
and bead stitching.

Victoria recently re-
designed her booth with the 
help of  her father Bruce’s 
custom designed tables. 
Together they created an 
attractive and natural look 
to showcase Victoria’s 
stunning designs. 

As co-ordinator of  the 
Indoor Market at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre during the 
winter, Victoria will be at 
all four of  the indoor dates: 
November 23; January 18; 
February 22 and March 29.

Victoria and Bruce 
contributed this recipe.

Scotch Barley Soup
2 lbs. lamb neck or breast
½ cup pearl barley
Salt
6 whole peppercorns
2 qts. Water
¾ cup each chopped 

onions and celery
¾ cup each diced yellow 

turnips and carrots
1 carrot grated
1 leek, sliced
1 cup cooked peas
2 TBSP. minced parsley
Pepper
Put lamb, barley, 1 tsp. 

salt and peppercorns in a 
large, heavy pot and add 
water. Simmer for about 1 
½ hours. Cool and skim. 
Remove the meat, trim off  
the fat and bones and dice 
the meat. Return the meat to 
the pot. Add the onion, celery, 
turnip and carrot to the soup. 
Bring to a boil and simmer 
for 30 minutes or until the 
vegetables are tender. Just 
before serving, add the 
grated carrot, leek, peas and 
parsley. Taste and adjust 
the seasoning if  necessary. 
Makes about 1 ½ quarts or 
4-6 servings. Enjoy!

Last Saturday at the 
Market was our very 
successful Culinary Arts 
Day in celebration of  
Culture Days. We would 
like to thank our six chefs 
for the amazing dishes they 
prepared from ingredients 
sourced at the Market. 

Our theme this year was 
“The Dishes of  Yesteryear” 
in honour of  Aurora’s 
Sesquicentennial. So, 
many thanks to Andrew, 
Mat, Nick, Pascal, Gabriel 
and Melvin for bringing 
us such delicious and 
creative dishes to sample. 
Thank you also to Paul 
Ellis and the Dustaleros for 
providing the great music 
for our special event. 

See you at the Market!

Region should relook at transit cost targets: Mayor
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

The York Region Police Male Chorus, seen above at a Diamond Jubilee Medal cele-
bration last November, has gone from strength to strength since being founded in 
1988 by Aurora’s Lowell McClenny, performing around the world and raising thou-
sands.         Auroran photo by David Falconer

Former police superintendent finds his voice in choir
By Brock Weir

Reading about a 
vacancy in the Aurora 
Police Department, 
Lowell McClenny didn’t 
make the leap from his 
milk truck simply on a 
whim.

For the Cousins 
Dairy franchise-owner, 
the Force always held 
a certain amount of  
romance from his time 
in school. His class 
readers often had riveting 
detective tales that left a 
lasting impression. 

“The picture of  the 
policeman with the 
little children spurred 
me into thinking about 
policing and I don’t even 
remember what the story 
was about!” he recalls. 
“The more I learned, 
the more I realised you 
were out there to help the 
community.”

He joined the team on 
July 1, 1965 as a Fourth 
Class Constable. From 
there, he began his ascent 
first within the Aurora 
ranks and then, after the 
Regional Municipality of  
York was established in 
1971, through the newly 
formed York Regional 
Police.  From there, 
he rose to detective, 
Detective Sergeant, and 
inspector before retiring 
as Superintendent in 1999. 

Out in the field, the 
romance he may have 
felt towards his vocation 
quickly made way for 
reality.

“There were times 
I wondered why I was 
there, mostly in cases 
with children involved,” 
he explains. “The death 
of  a child really hits home 
because you have children 
at home. Those cases were 
probably the only times I 
had apprehensions about 
what I had done, but you 
get through that.

“Over the years 
you become a little bit 
hardened and you become 
a little bit more aware of  
what you’re going to face 
down the road.”

His 35 years with the 
police force also afforded 
him the chance to 
experience and adapt to 
changing roles of  police 
officers within the York 
Region community. He 
worked under seven police 
chiefs and each transition 
of  power brought about 
new ideas of  what police 
officers should mean to 
their communities and 
the rules they should 

Round The Bend Farm PUMPKINS
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Brian & Sue Feddema
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Sat. 9am-5pm
CLOSED SUNDAYS
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TIME SENSITIVE
MATERIAL

PLEASE RETURN
PROOFED 

WITHIN AN HOUR 
OF  RECEIPT,
THANK YOU

905-729-2287
FAX: 905-729-2541

kvweekly@bellnet.ca

  Proofed and
  approved by 
  
  Date:  
  Date of insertion: Oct.3/13
  Sales Rep.: WN

  NTT q    KWS q    IS q 
       CC q  OC q   SFPq  VWq    

2x34

3

adhere to.
“When I first joined, 

you could take little 
Johnny off  Yonge Street if  
he knocked over a flower 
pot and drag him home to 
Dad and Dad would look 
after that,” he says. “Now, 
if  you tried to do that, you 
would be charged with 
assault and taken into 
court yourself !

“I don’t think that is 
ever going to change. The 
pendulum might swing 
back the other way, but I 
can’t see that happening 
for a long time.”

Although his active 
duty wrapped up on 
October 4, 1999, his is not 
a retirement which kept 
him away from the men 
in uniform – and that 
is indirectly by design. 
In 1988, the Provincial 
Government of  the day 
mandated a policy shift 
towards “community-
based policing.” The 
idea was that police 
departments across 
Ontario had grown 
away from serving the 
community directly and 
it was time to get back to 
basics. 

“It was a guy in a police 
car getting around, never 
stopping, never talking 
to people unless they 
were writing a ticket,” 
recalls Mr. McClenny. 
“The government wanted 
to change that so people 
looked at police in a 
different way. [Then York 
Regional Police Chief] 
Don Hillock called me 
because I was in charge 
of  community services 
at the time for the whole 
of  York Region and he 
wanted me to find a way 
to bring them closer to the 
community.”

By that time, they had 
already formed the York 
Regional Police Pipes 
and Drums band that 
was already growing 
in popularity within 
the community, but Mr. 
McClenny did not miss a 
musical cue. The result 

was the founding of  
the York Region Police 
Chorus.

Now 42 members 
strong, the Chorus has 
endured for 22 years.

“We started off  with 
nothing, and it is still 
going, having performed 
646 concerts not only in 
York Region, but the GTA, 
Quebec, Newfoundland, 
tours in Ireland, 
Northern Ireland, 
England and Wales. The 
chorus is working for 
the community. They 
have raised hundreds 
of  thousands of  dollars 
through fundraising. 
We also do a lot of  
performances in seniors’ 
residences. They don’t 
see a lot of  enjoyment 
here, and this gives you 
the satisfaction not only 
of  seeing them, but seeing 
the enjoyment on their 
faces.”

Organizing each 
concert during his time 
on the force, he became a 
volunteer with the chorus 
upon his retirement and 
it still brings him about 
three hours a day, five 
days a week of  work. 

Also occupying 
his time is PROBUS, 
helping to oversee his 
local neighbourhood 
watch program (“I’m no 
Zimmerman!”) and 26 
active years within the 
Royal Canadian Legion. 

“I had a wife at home, 
a good pension coming, 
and I thought since I 
had worked from the age 
of  15, it was time to sit 
back and relax,” he says 
of  his retirement. “That 
didn’t mean I had to stop 
being involved in things 
and that is what made 
my adjustment a little 
bit easier than some 
people find.

“You cannot just 
retire, flip the light 
switch and sit around 
and do nothing. If  you 
do, you’re probably 
not going to last very 
long!”
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2379 Stouffville Rd., Gormley
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STONE & BUILDING SUPPLY LTD.

Visit our new location!

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FREE, No obligation program trial o�er.

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Steralization Units

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Debby Wojtka’s work with youth was 
recognized by Aurora at the annual 
Community Recognition Awards cere-
mony held last month at the Aurora Se-
niors’ Centre. Ms. Wojtka received her 
award from Councillor John Gallo. Our 
series continues next week with dy-
namic senior athlete George Biondic.

Auroran photos 
 by David Falconer

Wojtka aims to “animate” the 
community of tomorrow

By Brock Weir

As a mother with five 
children ranging between 
the ages of  18 and 38, 
Aurora’s Debby Wojtka 
has learned a thing or two 
about setting kids on the 
right path as they go into 
the world. 

Welcoming her first 
child at the age of  18, 
quickly followed by a 
second, Ms. Wojtka decided 
to continue her education 
at Seneca College’s King 
Campus. But, after a long 
tenure there, and three 
more children, she found 
a new path mentoring and 
providing mentorship to 
children in the community. 

Her work with the Junior 
Youth Empowerment 
Program in York Region 
was recently singled out 
by the Town of  Aurora, 
recognizing her as one of  
the recipients of  the 2013 
Community Recognition 
Awards. 

Much of  Ms. Wojtka’s 
work is driven by her Baha’i 
Faith, and the Junior Youth 
Spiritual Empowerment 
Program, although open to 
other religions is primarily 
driven by that faith and is 
intended to help guide the 
leaders – some who might 
even be considered “at 
risk” in the community – 
of  tomorrow. 

“The youth have been 
called to work with the 
younger generations, the 
children you are next 
coming up, because they 
are the ones who can 
best communicate and 
know what it feels like to 

be a junior youth,” she 
explains. “It is that special 
age between 12 and 15 when 
you’re leaving childhood 
but you’re not really a 
youth yet.”

She works primarily 
with “animators”, the 
name given to youth just 
above this point who are 
tasked with stewarding 
the younger generations. 
Six of  her first group she 
has worked with have now 
gone off  to university, but 
the program continues 
to flourish under her 
guidance throughout York 
Region, currently based on 
select evenings at Aurora 
Senior Public School. 

These older kids are 
called “animators” because 
to reach into and inspire 
those “tweens”, you have to 
be animated and engaging, 
she explains.

“With every generation 
of  young people comes 
an opportunity to make 
contributions to the 
fortunes of  humanity 
unique to a particular time 
of  life,” says Ms. Wojtka. 
“When you’re a youth 
between 15 and 22, you don’t 
have the responsibilities 
you’re soon going to have 
after you have finished 
university and have to 
become an adult. We 
have a lot of  time to serve 
humanity and serve in 
your own community.”

Part of  the program 
helps youth to make 
“sacrificial efforts”, 
such as focusing on the 
spiritual rather than 
material aspects of  life to 
“steel” them for a life of  

service to the community, 
she says. Academic 
education is a priority 
here, as it is believed 
it will help the entire 
community progress. And 
there is also a focus on 
helping to change their 
own local communities 
for the better, whether 
it is their individual 
street or surrounding 
neighbourhoods. 

Aurora is diverse, she 
added, and that diversity is 
reflected in the youth that 
participate in the program 
ranging from Baha’i, to 
followers of  a variety of  
Christian denominations, 
to followers of  Judaism, 
Islam, and Buddhism. 

“As a young mom, I 
worked hard to have my 
children, who worked 
hard to have my children 
transform into the people 
they wanted to be and 
to empower them to 
undertake social action for 
the improvement of  their 
communities, and to really 
work hard to help families 
resist the destructive 
and prejudicial forces in 
their neighbourhoods and 
societies. 

“We have a 10 year old 
from a Buddhist family, 
an 11 year old and two 
wonderful sisters who 
are Muslim, a couple of  
boys from the Jewish 
faith, and our youngest 
little guy’s father grew 
up as a Mormon. Some 
of  our animators are 
Baha’i, one is Muslim, 
and another is Catholic. 
Even though they would 
not say that we participate 

as a spiritual family in a 
spiritual community, all 
of  their children and their 
parents have that innate 
connection to knowing 
there is something bigger, 
that is going to help their 
children transform their 
world – no matter what 
kind of  neighbourhoods 
and situations they live 
in.” 

ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

Snow on Roof =  
Fire in Furnace

This week while I 
was at the gym, I was 
speaking with someone 
about something that most 
people overlook in their 
homes: your HVAC air 
filter.

Yes, in one week last 
month it was 40 degrees 
on Wednesday, but by 
Saturday morning it was 
barely five degrees at 7 
a.m. There was even a 
frost warning!  

Sorry, folks, but this is 
the time of  year when the 
temperature starts to drop.  

As a result, your furnace 
soon begins to work on a 
regular, continuous basis.  
Now, it’s more than likely 
your air filter will need to 
be changed.  

How often you need 
to change the filter often 
depends on conditions in 
your home, such as pets, 
smoking, and dust from 
construction.

These kinds of  
conditions will increase 
the number of  times you 
need to change the filter. 

Dirty air filters can 
cause the fan motor in 
your furnace to work 
harder than it needs to 
and, in turn, this causes 
the furnace to use up more 
energy. Dirty air filters can 
also aggravate allergies 
and promote sickness by 
re-circulating germs.  

The biggest danger 
of  dirty air filters, 
however, is they can cause 
significant strain on the 
motor of  the fan and this 
then leads to a broken 
furnace.

Inevitably, this will 
occur on the coldest day 
of  the year! 

Replacing a motor 
fan is a fairly costly 
problem and one which 
can be easily prevented 
by changing your filter 
regularly. 

When should 
you change it? Most 
manufacturers suggest 
you should change it 

every 1-3 months – a pretty 
broad range.  That is why I 
say you should do a simple 
check every month.  

Just pull out the filter 
and, if  it is black and filled 
with debris, change it! 
If  it is not, then check it 
again next month. It’s that 
simple.

It is also a good idea to 
have a few spare filters on 
hand. 

Take care of  the little 
things before they become 
big problems. Isn’t that 
always the way in life?

Until next week, 
remember a good job, is 
a job well done! Also, if  
you have any questions or 
topic suggestions you can 
reach me at www.facebook.
com/anastasisdesign or 
on twitter, @ADesign_
build and email, of  
course, at Anastasis@
anastasisdesign.ca.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300 ext. 102       Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

150

AURORA 

CAN
ADA’S BIRTHDAY TO

W
N150

NOT EVERYONE  
needs your services all 

the time, 
but, it you want to be 
there when they do... 

Advertise in The Auroran, 
CLASSIFIEDS 

Call 905-727-3300

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

LOST & FOUND

ANNIVERSARY

FOUND – A set of  GM car 
keys in the area of  Baywell 
Crescent, Aurora. Incl. auto-
matic door unlock. To claim, 
call 647-680-8336.

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

SERVICESFOR SALE

ViNTAGE 1960s gold 
pair of  gold woven 
bucket chairs. Both in 
good condition. $100 
or best offer for set of  
two pieces. Call 905-727-
6497.

ONE OF NORTH 
AMERiCA’S LARG-
EST financial services 
companies is rapidly 
expanding in this area. 
If  you desire a dynam-
ic career with excellent  
income potential, call 
Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
4767.

CAREER

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Do you enjoy physical work? 

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

• demonstrates quality work ethic 
• committment to support of staff professionally and personally 
• must be bondable  
• no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages  

MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE
IS HIRING

We are currently hiring in our Landscape and Construction 
Divisions for General Labourers and DZ Truck Drivers
Our positions offer:
 3 Year Around Full Time Employment with
  Guaranteed Income
 3 Competitive Industry Compensation Rates
 3 Health and Safety Training
 3 Experience is an Asset, not a requirement
  (training is provided)
If you are interested please send your resume to
Nicole at nicole@municipalgroup.net

**All Applicants must have a valid driver’s license**
Municipal Maintenance is also hosting a Job Fair on 
Monday October 7, 2013 between 10 AM and 3PM 
at 52 Proctor Road, Schomberg. Please bring your 

Resume and SIN TIME SENSITIVE
MATERIAL

PLEASE RETURN
PROOFED 

WITHIN AN HOUR 
OF  RECEIPT,
THANK YOU

905-729-2287
FAX: 905-729-2541

kvweekly@bellnet.ca

  Proofed and
  approved by 
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Jim and Lorna Rummenie 
celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary!

We welcome friends & family to drop by the 
First Baptist Church in Aurora 

between 2&5 p.m. Sat. Oct. 12th 
& enjoy a piece of cake with the special couple! 

Best Wishes only please.

MASSiVE      STREET 
SALE – MARSH 
H A R B O U R .  
Saturday October 5th,  
8 a.m. start – rain or shine.
Treasures, antiques,  
furniture, sporting goods, 
silver coins, art, toys...Professional 

and repairs 
Guaranteed Results  
Kevin 416-857-7401

LEAFGUARD INSTALLATION
EAvESTROUGH CLEANING 

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

DryCleaners, Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

WE HONOUR ALL LOCAL 
COMPETITORS COUPONS 

www.crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Crystal WHITE Earn your
airmiles 
sponsor

STREET SALE
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Tree Services

Call Tony for a free estimate:

Schomberg Community
Servicing the surrounding areas:

Call Tony for a free estimate:  (647) 889-2852 or (905) 939-7278

• from one branch to entire tree
• complete removal  • stump grinding • Best Rates
• multiple tree removal • high risk
• diseased trees • storm damaged tree removal

Simply the best!
Will beat any 

written quotation.
FULLY INSURED – CONSUMERS’ FIRST CHOICE

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

CREMATION

CONTRACTOR

CROWN MOULDING

CLEANERS

AUTO GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO

ALUMINUM REPAIRS DENTAL

MOVING

MEMORIAL

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

POWERWASH

PAINTER

TREE CARE

REAL ESTATE

STONE

WATER

GARAGE DOOR  & ELECTRIC OPENERS

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

• Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
• Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
• Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

BE THERE 
WHEN YOUR  

SERVICES ARE 
NEEDED. 

ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPOT.

CALL: 905-727-3300

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

49$From *
NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK
INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

905-713-6420 • 15296 Yonge St. 
(NW side of Wellington)

RUST PROTECTION
79$ *99

www.transitauto.ca

• Call for details

• Call for details• Call for details

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

• Basement • Bathroom • Kitchen

RENOVATION COMPANYLocal 
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE “Wide range of 

interior renovation”

Call Elio 416-882-7403
• Flooring • Doors & Trim • Additions

905-888-9500 
auroralandscape@gmail.com

Design•Patios•Decks•Cabanas

SHOWROOM • 16650 Jane Street-King City

Granite • Quartz • Marble

For FREE no obligation quote, email rough sketch to: info@diamondperfectstone.com

905-503-2222
www.dpscountertops.com KEEP THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE UNDERMOUNT SINK

FIREPLACES • TABLES
THRESHOLDS • SHOWER JAMS

We Fabricate and Install

COUNTERTOPS

905-727-138240 Industrial Pkwy S

Since 1978
Your full-service garage door 

and garage door opener experts 
serving York Region and surrounding areas!

Ask About CURRENT SPECIALS Available!

Book FREE no-obligation Home Market Evaluation!
FREE Home Inspection towards next home + more!*

Flexible Commissions! Why List With Anyone Else!

 
Main Street Realty Ltd., Brokerage, 150 Main St. S. Newmarket

Some Conditions Apply! Inquire! Not intended to solicit 
individuals under contract Call/Text Linda Stephens, 

Sales Representative 289-221-5999

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid  for your next airport or 
downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00. 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com    Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 

JOHN MALL PAINTING
Custom Painting From $2.50 per sq. ft.

Licenced & Insured 

Please call John 647-772-6026

Hundreds of satisfied customers 
2-year guarantee - FREE ESTIMATES 

Fall Special!
2 Rooms with trim  from $349

using Benjamin Moore paints
We also do exteriors

PKD Painting 
905-836-4347 or 905-251-1977

Local Newmarket company serving 
Newmarket, Aurora, Bradford since 1985

MR.CROWN MOULDING
HOUSE & CONDO SPECIALIST
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

416-738-4750

Increase the resale value of your home
One Day Installation • No Mess • Affordable

Call Steve (Owner) Satisfaction Guaranteed

905-841-6334  •  705-896-4246

• Aluminum Repairs 
• Door/Window Repairs 
• Downpipe Repairs 
• Eavstrough Repairs 
• Caulking

40 Years 
Experience

HARRISON

By Brock Weir

Renovations for Aurora’s 
Town Hall have been put on 
hold once again in favour of  
starting over at the beginning.

Councillors approved a 
committee recommendation 
last week to put the brakes 
on the bulk of  a plan to 
overhaul the ground floor 
of  the municipal office to 
provide more office space 
and tacking it again during 
the 2014 budget. Concerns 
over the plan, which include 
a new 400 square foot 
vestibule entrance way and 
a reconfiguration of  meeting 
rooms, stem from how much 
the plan has changed since 

Council first approved it. 
The plan first started 

to go awry when tenders 
for the project came back 
significantly over what was 
originally budgeted for at 
Council coming in between 
$1.54 million and $1.75 million. 
As a result, staff  pared back 
the scope of  the project, but 
Councillors complained with 
the scale back of  the project 
they were getting less for 
significantly more. 

“The vision for the Town 
Hall renovation is to provide 
effective and efficient work 
space, create a professional 
image that is customer 
focused and ensure services 
meet minimum accessibility 

requirements,” said Techa 
van Leewen, Director of  
Building and Bylaw Services, 
whose department is 
overseeing the renovations. 

According to her report, 
renovations would also 
account for future growth in 
tackling two public entrances, 
make it easier for people to 
navigate the building, and get 
things done a bit faster with a 
self-service kiosk.

Factors in the project 
coming in over budget 
included custom woodwork 
and glass work, LED lighting 
and other “green” features, 
and the cost of  having 
contractors work over 
weekends and evenings when 

the building is not in use by 
Town employees. 

At the previous week’s 
General Committee meeting, 
Councillors voted to put 
most of  the project on hold 
pending next year’s budget 
deliberations, with the 
exception of  a new counter 
for the ground floor service 
area. The delay, they said, 
would allow them to get a 
better handle on all that is 
required of  the plan, as well 
as the opportunity to ensure 
work is carried out during 
the summer when Town Hall 
is less busy.

We’ve decreased the scope 
of  the work but the budget 
has gone up,” said Mayor 

Geoffrey Dawe. “I am not 
happy with how that has 
come together. We would 
all like to see something 
happen with respect to 
Council chambers in making 
them accessible to today’s 
standards. 

“I am a firm believer 
in [moving our customer 
service strategy] forward. I 
don’t think we need to do the 
entire floor with renovations 
in order to achieve that.”

Councillors Michael 
Thompson and Wendy 
Gaertner agreed that 
although they appreciated 
the work that has gone into 
the plan so far, it was time 
to “take a step back” and 

reassess the situation.
“We have that other 

ball in the air, which is the 
Joint Operations Centre,” 
said Councillor Thompson 
noting that the new building 
could provide additional 
office space. “The window 
for this opportunity is the 
summertime. It offers the 
least impact to the groups 
that use the facility, as well as 
the Council.”

Added Councillor 
Gaertner: “I agree [we] need 
to do this properly and I 
believe we need to take a step 
back and make sure we’re 
accomplishing what we need 
to accomplish and get the best 
bang for our buck.”

Council sends renovations back to the drawing board
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Fresh Market
at Edward Street

Upscale Dining
at Edward Street

Catering
at Edward Street

Pre-order your turkey today... Fresh or Prepared!
Thanksgiving

Casually Sophisticated

Perfectly Prepared

Rede�ning hospitality...
A modern menu in French & Italian

culinary roots, highlighted with 
continental �air.

Open 7 nights/week for dinner
Lunches Mon-Fri.

A Specialty Market o�ering
Prepared Foods... Grab & Go,

Gourmet Soups, Premium 
Meat Cuts, Deli & Fine Cheeses, 

Cafe & Baked Goods... and more!
Open 7 days/week.

Formal or informal, hot or cold..
Edward Street Catering is

perfectly prepared everytime.

Edward Street North House
14785 Yonge Street Aurora

PH: 905-841-9500
www.edwardstreet.ca


