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COOKING UP A CELEBRATION

Chef Victor (second right) was at Jonathan’s Restaurant last week to give  
organizers a flavour of what’s to come on Saturday. Ada Johnson Park will 
host the Community Cultural Celebration this Saturday afternoon, the final 
event in Aurora’s year-long 150th anniversary celebration, featuring per-
formers, activities, and cuisine from around the world. Pictured with Victor 
are Aurora 150 organizers Greg Smith, Tim Jones, Brian Trussler, Stewart  
MacLaren and Brian North. For more on the event, please see Page 25.
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Continued on page 23

Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-5577

11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555

RichmondHillSubaru.com

NewRoads EAR 4  10/19/12  2:50 PM  Page 2

15055 Yonge St.
Aurora, ON
905-727-2952 VISIT US ONLINE!

wellCHART .com

5
• FREE Refreshments 
• Personal TOURS
• DRAW  Prizes

PARK PLACE RETIREMENT proudly hosts

Saturday, September 21 & Sunday September 22 

Meet the Artists 

Located on the east side of 
Yonge street, south of  Wellington
North of  Kennedy Street.

at Studio 

ARTISTS STUDIO TOUR

BARRONS
40 Engelhard Dr., Unit 14, Aurora 

(N.W. Corner of Industrial Pkwy. S. & Engelhard)

905-751-0533
www.barronshome.net

barronswh@hotmail.com
Thursday to 6 pm

Monday to Saturday 10–5
K-CUPS

$10/BOX
of 18

Cedric 
Swivel 

2 or more
75

Best Selection 
of Counter 

and Bar Stools. 
Priced from 

$49.95 to $400.00

$219     ea

Hamlet Swivel
2 or more

75

$148   ea

Hoedown shatters records for  
25th anniversary party

By Brock Weir

After 25 years, Magna’s Wild, Wild West Hoedown continues to surprise – this 
year shattering records by raising $567,000 for local charities and community 
groups.

The cheque brought out at Saturday night’s bash surpassed last year’s record 
setting number by over $20,000. 

Thousands packed the tent erected on the lawns of  Magna International on 
Saturday night for York Region’s biggest annual party. Featuring the talents of  
Chris Seldon, Leah Daniels, Marshall Dane, Hoedown Showdown winner Johnny 
Green, and headliner Terri Clark, this year’s Hoedown was, once again, a sellout. 

“This is like camping with 2,000 people!” said Ms. Clark to the crowds. “I am 
so happy to be here tonight. I want to say how honoured I am to be involved with 
helping so many people. This show is helping so many people in so many ways.”

The Magna Wild, Wild West Hoedown started 25 years ago as a humble backyard 
barbeque for the community hosted by Magna founder Frank Stronach and his 
family. Unable to attend this year’s party due to his political campaign in Austria, 
the family was represented by former Newmarket-Aurora MP and executive vice 
chair Belinda Stronach.

“The [first] took place on the family farm,” she recalled. “The best thing about 
Hoedown is it brings together all these tremendous community charities and 
all the people and the volunteers that run it. I also bring greetings and love and 
thanks from my father, who hasn’t really missed a Hoedown in 25 years. He’s busy 

Leah Daniels and (inset) country star headliner Terri Clark were just two of the acts entertaining thousands at the “Magna Corral” on Saturday night. Celebrating its 
25th anniversary, this year’s Wild, Wild West Hoedown, hosted by Magna International, raised over $20,000 more for local charity from the previous record last year.

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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AURORA 150 FACT:
John Thomas Gurnett

Image courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

John Thomas Gurnett (1826-1886) owned a tannery on the 
east side of Yonge Street. In 1863, he built Gurnett Street, 
which ran from Victoria Street to Connaught Avenue.

CELEBRATE 
AURORA 150

Greetings from Prime Minister Harper

On Tuesday, September 10, Lois Brown, Member 
of Parliament for Newmarket-Aurora, delivered a 
congratulatory message from The Right Honourable 
Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada, recognizing 
the Town’s 150th anniversary. 

Ms. Brown presented a framed letter with the Prime 
Minister’s remarks to Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and posed 
for a photo with the Mayor and Aurora 150 Committee 
member and former Mayor Tim Jones. 

rk in a striking setting and access to this ever-changing art gallery is free to the 
public. 

Each month, the work of a different artist is featured. The draw for those who will 
exhibit in 2014 will be held this year on Wednesday, September 4. Application forms 
are available at www.aurora.ca/skylightgallery 

The 12 artists chosen will represent one month during the year. Artists within York 
Region and beyond are invited to enter the draw. The featured artist also has the 
opportunity to host a reception in the Skylight Gallery during his/her chosen month. 

For more information, please contact Laura Malone, Special Events Co-ordinator, 
Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 ext. 3132 or lmalone@aurora.ca 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
The Town of Aurora is accepting applications for the following position
Senior’s Program Assistant Application deadline is Monday, September 2

For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/employment

REMINDERS
Debris on Roads  

Homeowners constructing pools or undertaking other building projects are 
reminded to keep roads, sidewalks and rights-of-way (the Town-owned section of 
property bordering the road) free of construction debris. Keeping these areas free 
from bricks, timber, soil and other materials is essential to pedestrian and traffic 
safety. Construction permits do not allow storage of these materials anywhere 
except your property.

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw  

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to outdoor water use. It is 
important that all residents and businesses observe the regulations, as they have 
been put into place to ensure a continued abundant water supply. Even/Odd 
watering restrictions are in effect. 

For more information on these and other Town bylaws, please call 905-727-3123 
ext. 4240 or visit www.aurora.ca/bylawservices

PUBLIC NOTICES
Revised Tree Protection Bylaw  

Since spring, The Town of Aurora has completed an 
extensive review of the Town’s Tree Protection Bylaw with 
input from residents. 

Please be advised that a revised Tree Protection Bylaw will 
be considered by Town Council on Tuesday, October 1 at 
7 p.m. in the Council Chambers, Aurora Town Hall.

The revised Tree Protection Bylaw includes a number of 
revisions which will substantially change the way the bylaw 
works and how it is applied to tree protection in Aurora. 
For complete details, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/drafttreeprotectionbylaw

Yonge Street Aquifer Well Capacity 
Restoration Project  

In January 2012, The Regional Municipality of York initiated 
a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) study to 
identify a solution to restore the full permitted capacity of 
York Region’s wells within the Yonge Street Aquifer wellfield 
area, while maintaining the long-term protection of York 
Region’s groundwater supply for The Town of Aurora, The 
Town of East Gwillimbury and The Town of Newmarket.

Those interested in the project are encouraged to attend a 
Public Information Centre on Wednesday, September 25 at 
6 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre located at 22 Church 
Street. For more information, please call 905-830-4444 ext. 
5027 or email tammy.silverstone@york.ca

Fall Aquatics Program Registration  

Due to the renovation project scheduled to commence on 
Friday, November 1 at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex, 
aquatics lessons advertised in the 2013 Fall Parks & 
Recreation Program Guide have changed. As a result, course 
codes listed in the guide are no longer valid.  Please refer 
to the September Mini-Session or the new October Mini-
Session schedules available at www.aurora.ca/aquatics

Aurora Public Library News  

The Aurora Public Library’s Fall Program Registration is now 
open! Residents are encouraged to register their children 
for programs at www.library.aurora.on.ca

On now through Sunday, October 6 the Aurora Public 
Library’s Colleen Abbott Gallery will feature an art exhibit 
from the Aurora Artists Studio Tour. This eclectic group of 
practicing and emerging artists will showcase their work 
through various mediums such as acrylic, charcoal, mixed 
media and watercolours. You won’t want to miss it!

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 
The Town of Aurora is accepting applications for the 
following position:

Council and Committee Coordinator/Deputy Clerk 
Application deadline is Sunday, September 22
Parking Control Officer 
Application deadline is Tuesday, September 24

For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/employment

 

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Wednesday, September 18 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Board
Wednesday, September 18 7 p.m. Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee – Not Required
Friday, September 20 10 a.m. Trails and Active Transportation Committee
Monday, September 23 7 p.m. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee
Tuesday, September 24 7 p.m. Council 
Wednesday, September 25 7 p.m. Public Planning – Not Required
Monday, September 30 6 p.m. Special General Committee* –  Service Level Review Workshop

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

*General Committee meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Green Path Program
The Town of Aurora’s 

expedited building permit service 
for energy and water conservation 

home improvement projects

The Town of Aurora is pleased to provide the Green Path Program, 
allowing homeowners and contractors to obtain a building permit for 
energy and water conservation home improvement projects faster than the 
time-frame set out by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

Eligible projects: Solar electrical panels
Solar domestic hot water systems
Wind turbine support structures
Geothermal energy
Other projects aimed at reducing energy or water 
conservation may qualify. Please note, combining 
conservation projects with other renovations may not be 
within the scope of this program. Please contact us for 
more information.

Timing: Our goal is to review of your application  
within three business days and issue the permit when 
possible. This is seven days less than the time-frame set 
out by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

For complete details including cost, required documentation and where to 
apply, please contact the Building Services division 

at 905-727-3123 ext. 4393 or visit www.aurora.ca/greenpath

For complete details including cost, required documentation and where to 
apply, please contact the Building Services division 

at 905-727-3123 ext. 4393 or visit www.aurora.ca/greenpath

Thursday, October 10, 2013 • 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Aurora Town Park (corner of Wells Street and Mosley Street)

Enjoy an evening of pumpkin
carving, live entertainment and an 

old-fashioned community corn roast*

Food donations to the local food 
pantry are greatly appreciated

Proud Sponsors

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca for more information
We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities that are listed on our promotional material.

Another exciting event brought to you by

*A nominal fee will apply for the corn roast.

Colours
of Fall Concert

Enjoy a special performance
featuring “Blue Radio”
a tribute to Blue Rodeo

AURORACHRYSLER
Aurora

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Dinner and a Movie  

Youth ages 11 to 14 are invited to the Aurora Public Library 
located at 15145 Yonge Street for another edition of Dinner 
and a Movie on Saturday, September 21. This week’s feature 
film is Wreck it Ralph and will begin at 7 p.m. Pizza will be 
served and the cost is $3.

Are you prepared for an emergency or disaster?
Don’t be scared. Be prepared.

Be prepared for a variety of weather or civil related emergencies by 
knowing the different types of risks, making a household emergency plan 
and assembling an emergency survival kit. 

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/emergencypreparedness
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Briefly

YOUTH CHARGED IN GUN INCIDENT
A 17 year old youth has been charged with possession of  a 

dangerous weapon, dangerous operation of  a motor vehicle, and 
possession of  a controlled substance after an incident in Aurora 
on Friday afternoon. Police say a youth was operating a vehicle 
in the plaza at Yonge and Golf  Links Drive when he got into an 
altercation with another youth. In the midst of  the altercation, the 
driver allegedly pointed a handgun, put the vehicle into reverse and 
struck a female. In an attempt to flee, he hit two other vehicles. After 
a search, police located the suspect’s vehicle on Milestone Crescent 
and three were taken into custody.

SMALL BUSINESS FRAUD WARNING
York Regional Police are urging small business owners to be 

cautious as ongoing fraud investigations continue. On August 
12, an Aurora small business owner was approached by a suspect 
identifying himself  as Jerry King of  The Perkolator, a legitimate 
publication, according to a statement released by the YRP. 
Investigations indicated, however, the suspect was not employed for 
the publication. “The suspect presented the victim with advertising 
opportunities in the publication,” said Constable Andy Pattenden. 
“He then requested money up-front in exchange for advertising and 
required that payment be made in full prior to the advertisement 
being produced. The victim’s cheques were cashed and the 
advertisement was never produced.” Police ask any business owners 
who might have been approached by “Jerry King” to contact police 
at 1-866-876-5423 x. 7141, or Crime Stoppers. “You have the right 
to check out any advertising opportunity by requesting written 
information, seeking references, asking questions, weighing the 
answers, and taking time to think over the offer,” warned Constable 
Pattenden.

NEW LIFE AT KING HENRY’S?
There may be some life left yet in King Henry’s Arms. The popular 

pub, which was shuttered last month after the previous owners were 
evicted for non-payment of  rent, could reopen as early as October 15 
under new ownership. While new owner Tim Brochu is aiming for 
the mid-October opening with much the same menu, they have yet 
to settle under which name the restaurant will operate. They are 
hopeful it can continue as “King Henry’s Arms”, but whatever the 
final outcome, King Henry will feature prominently within it. 

Please visit or call store for other specials
297 Wellington St. E., Aurora

facebook.com/goodyearmarstiretwitter.com/goodyearmars

SPECIAL
THIS WEEK’S

Goodyear Integrity 185/65/14

72$ 00
Only

Until Sept. 30/13. Plus tax and installation

each

905.841.8105
Your local experts 

in Auto Repair

Higher transit fares up for  
approval September 26

Get set for a transit fare hike.
York Region is set to approve a new schedule of  fees 

of  just how much it will cost you for local York Region 
Transit and Viva Tickets on September 26.

If  passed at the end of  the month by Regional 
Council as it was last week, standard fares are expected 
to increase by 25 cents to $4.00. 

Express fares will rise to $4.50, adult tickets to $3.30, 
student tickets to $2.50, senior and child tickets to $2.00, 
and express tickets to $3.80.

For those of  you who plan ahead purchasing 
monthly transit passes, adult monthly passes will rise 
to $132, while students will have to pay $99, seniors and 
children $60.50, and express users $152.00.

The fare hikes were the subject of  considerable 
debate as Regional Councillors, including Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe, met last week as the Committee of  the 
Whole for the first time since June. For Mayor Dawe, 
previous plans at Regional Council have made transit 
hikes inevitable.

“Council made a decision a number of  years ago to 
increase our cost recovery,” said Mayor Dawe. “Right 
now our total transit bill is $190 million in York Region, 
of  which we recover approximately $83 million in 
transit fares. Right now, we’re about a 60-40 split in 
terms of  subsidizing. There has been a stated goal that 
we move towards 50 per cent [cost recovery] which will 
mean transit fares will go up.”

When policies are set, sometimes the immediate 
impacts are not clearly brought home, he added.

“There were discussions of  if  we are still in favour 
of  putting fares up, or if  we want to change our model,” 
he added. “If  we want to look at not raising transit 
fares, we have to get back and revisit our policy [but] 
there was no appetite on the part of  the committee to go 
back and revisit that.”

If  more people took York Region Transit, any gaps 

A name you know...people you trust!

FOR SALESOLD A name you know...
people you trust!

Direct: 905-727-1961
info@susancowen.com

Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

York Group 

Top 1% in Canada
www.SusanCowen.com

Continually 
Referred! York Group 

Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

Direct: 905-727-1961 info@susancowen.com www.susancowen.com

Top 1% in Canada

IMMACULATE 4 BEDROOM – AURORA GORGEOUS YARD 
FINISHED BSMT – AURORA

Stunning Yard & Great Curb Appeal! 9’ Ceilings On Main, 4 
Bdrms. Kitchen Open To Family Rm W/ Gas Fireplace, Over-
looks Patio & Gardens Complete With Waterfall Feature. Oak 
Stairs, Mstr Bdrm Ensuite Has Has Jet Tub & Sep Shower. Fin-
ished Bsmt Has 4pc Bath & Rough-In For Kitchen – Lots Of  
Possibilities! $579,800

Gorgeous Inside & Out! Great Layout - Kitchen Updated Incl S.S. 
Appliances & Granite Cntrs, Open Fam Rm. Hardwood In Living, 
Dining Room & All Bdrms! Kit. Garden Door To Large Composite 
Deck, Hot Tub & Private Fenced Lot. Attractive Curb Appeal With 
Stone Front Walk & Patio With Glass Porch! Beautifully Updated 
& Maintained! $589,000

Award winners are anything but garden-variety heroes
By Brock Weir

Despite the bright green 
shirts worn by many in the 
audience, these aren’t your 
average, garden-variety 
hometown heroes.

Nearly 30 Aurora 
volunteers and community 
organizations were 
honoured Monday 
evening in the annual 
Community Recognition 
Awards. Hosted at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 
28 individuals and groups 
were singled out for their 
contributions to Aurora, 
many representing the 
Aurora Food Pantry, the 
Aurora Horticultural 
Society, and the Aurora 
Community Arboretum.

The annual awards 
ceremony also recognized 
many who donate their 
time to the Seniors’ 
Centre itself, including 
George Biondic, who 
was recognized with 
the Civic Appreciation 
Award, not just for his 
work in the Centre, but his 
athletic career as an ultra-
marathoner, still bringing 
home championships over 
the age of  60. 

Joining him was “Bud” 
Switzer, whose musical 
talent has brightened 
many events around Town 
and beyond as a “Senior 
Star.”

As the duo approached 

the stage to receive their 
awards from Councillors 
Chris Ballard and Paul 
Pirri, Mr. Switzer had a 
song on his lips. 

“Volunteerism is an 
indispensable element to 
all our municipalities,” 
said host Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe. “Aurora’s volunteers 
share a common vision [to] 
strengthen our community 
and enrich the lives of  
our residents. They share 
their skills, their life 
experiences, all for the 
benefit of  others. They are 
outstanding examples of  
social responsibility and 
models of  good character.”

St. Andrew’s Pots 
and Pins, an afterschool 
program for kids at St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church teaching cooking 
and sewing skills, was 
singled out for Outstanding 
Achievement for a local 
Non-Profit.

Their bright shirts 
blazing the Aurora 
Community Arboretum 
said “trees!” rather 
than “cheese!” as their 
volunteers came up on 
stage as Community 
Organization of  the Year.

“It’s a great honour and 
it is great to be recognized 
because you realise that 
people notice what you’re 
doing,” said Arboretum 
chair Irene Clement, who 
was also honoured for 

her 15 years of  individual 
volunteerism. “Sometimes 
when you’re volunteering, 
you might feel like nobody 
really cares or nobody 
really knows, but as our 
trees get bigger, people are 
more aware of  what we’re 
trying to do!”

Sport Aurora’s Ron 
Weese was honoured with 
the Bob Harman Memorial 
Award for people making 
a positive impact on 
Aurora’s recreational life. 
Singled out for his work as 
a former club president of  
the Aurora Youth Soccer 
Club before forming Sport 
Aurora, he was hailed by 
Mayor Dawe as having 
“inspired thousands of  our 
youth” with a love of  sport. 

Sharing the love 
of  sport, Mr. Biondic 
celebrated his award with 
fellow winners following 
the ceremony. Preparing 
for a 24 hour race this 
Saturday in Cleveland, 
OH, he anticipates the 
endeavour being about 65 
per cent running and 35 per 
cent walking. For him, the 
Civic Appreciation Award 
was a career highlight.

“I have received awards 
in the running community, 
but here is something the 
Town recognizes,” he said. 
“I hope it is an inspiration 
of  all ages to dream big. 
You don’t know how high 
you can go. I am shocked 

at what I have done over 
the last 10 years. Don’t ever 
give up.”

Following the 
ceremonies, Debby Wojtka 
prepared to head home, but 
not before stopping off  at 
her mother’s house to show 
off  the award. Ms. Wotjka 
was celebrated for her 
work with youth, including 
founding Unity House 
Daycare, and the Junior 
Youth Empowerment 
Program, to mentor youth 
of  all backgrounds and 
religions as they grow into 
young adults.

“At first I didn’t want 
to accept this award 
[because] I want no 
community recognition,” 
explained the mother 
of  five. “But when my 
youngest son was in Grade 
8 and was graduating, 
he was up to win many 
awards and his teacher 
[asked], ‘Should we 
bother nominating him? 
He’s humble and we don’t 
think he would accept.’ 
I remember saying to 
her: ‘He may not want to 
accept them, but I’m his 
mother and I want to see 
him accepting them.’

“I’m doing this for my 
mother.”

The Auroran’s series on 
individual winners will 
begin next week with more 
from Ms. Wojtka.

“SAY TREES!” Members of the 
Aurora Community Arboretum 
were presented with the Com-
munity Organization of the Year 
award by Councillor Evelyn Buck 
on Monday night. Inset: Council-
lor John Gallo awarded Debby 
Wojtka for Outstanding Individ-
ual Achievement at the Commu-
nity Recognition Awards.

Auroran photos  
by David Falconer
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Months of  rumblings over 
Quebec’s Charter of  Values came 
to a head at the end of  last week as 
countless Quebeckers took to the 
street, regardless of  gender, ethnicity, 
and any other divides, to protest the 
values in it. 

As you know, the document would 
prohibit, among others aspects, the 
wearing of  religious symbols such 
as crosses and the Star of  David, 
instantly recognizable garments such 
as turbans, hijabs, and yarmulkes by 
public employees, students, doctors, 
nurses, and persons in other sectors of  
the community.

These rumblings were getting 
louder and louder as last week 
began and the eruption should have 
surprised no one. By Tuesday, as I 
sat unusually slack jawed at what 
was unfolding at the week’s Council 
meeting, I considered what was just on 
the cusp in Quebec with a slight word 
of  thanks.

After all, if  the biggest concern 
regarding Culture in Aurora is 
whether Sport Aurora should be 
in a group to help draft a blueprint 
defining culture, we’re in pretty good – 
if  monumentally dull – shape. 

Numbers of  groups taking part in 
the group were deliberately kept low 
to keep them manageable, according 
to Al Downey, Director of  Parks and 
Recreation. Discussions, however, 
became as unwieldy as what they were 
trying to avoid. Sarcastic scenarios 
were offered, the fear of  God was 
invoked, and soon it became clear the 
only orderly idea of  culture in this 
Town could be found in the bottom of  
an Activia tub.

It is highly important for Aurora 
to have some sort of  cultural blue- 
print. Through the Aurora Cultural 
Roundtable, for example, a fledgling 
group consisting of  the Aurora 
Cultural Centre and Aurora Public 
Library, among others, it is clear 
they’ve found a winning formula of  
strength in numbers and cohesion. 
The results of  their efforts will be seen 
at the end of  the month as Aurora 
marks its second annual participation 
in Culture Days on September 28. 

Theirs is not the first cultural 
collaboration in Aurora, but it is clear 

that getting on the same page has 
worked remarkably well for them and 
they have become stronger together. 

Anyone daring enough, however, 
to take on this herculean task of  
herding these diverse tasks is to be 
commended. After all, it takes a special 
kind of  person to take on this fool’s 
errand, even if  they are a consultant 
paid to do just that. 

Culture has always been an 
unusual commodity in Aurora. It is 
defined in as many different ways 
as there are households. Initiatives 
such as the Cultural Centre and a 
certain jazz festival were the centre 
of  very proprietary arguments before 
controversies surrounding them 
came to their natural conclusions. 
These proprietary arguments were 
passionately defended by people who got 
on board these initiatives at the ground 
floor, defending all comers who had 
suggestions for change, constructive or 
otherwise. 

Library Square, which could become 
Aurora’s next truly significant cultural 
endeavour, has been at the centre of  
a flurry of  inaction for over 12 years. 
There is still no decision made, yet some 
quarters view coming to a decision on 
its future after a decade is somehow 
moving at an unnerving breakneck 
pace. 

Council’s debate over just what to 
do with the Aurora Collection is still 
painfully fresh in the minds of  many 
so, although the collection was formally 
transferred to the Town in August, there 
is no need for a rehash. Suffice it to say, 
however, it was no walk in the park to 
get to that point. 

While we’re on the subject of  parks, 
consider the curious case of  the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee Park. Since Civic 
Square Park was renamed in honour 
of  Her Majesty’s milestone anniversary 
earlier this year to commemorate an 
already year-old celebration, I’ll lump 
it in under the cultural category for the 
sake of  argument.

God only knows – yes, the same 
God who was apparently left out of  the 
Cultural Master Plan Group (See Page 
7) – when this park will be open and 
dedicated, with or without an accessible 
playground for the entire community 
to enjoy, but it is not beyond the realm 
of  possibility it could be ready just in 
time for King Charles’ Coronation some 
years away.

To try to keep everyone happy 
by keeping the number of  groups 
– with a healthy shot of  municipal 
representation – on this committee 
to chart our cultural future is an 
impossible task. Much of  Council’s 
debate has focused on Sport Aurora’s 
inclusion. It is a fair point. After all, 
whether culture includes sport is a 
matter of  personal opinion. 

I happen to lean towards yes, sport 
is part of  culture. I do, however, see the 
point that having some representation 
from minor hockey and youth soccer 
would not be out of  order. But, if  you’re 
going to have the narrowest definition 
of  culture, Sport Aurora is the group 
for the job, if  only for the simple reason 
of  the Aurora Sport Hall of  Fame, a 
welcome inclusion on Aurora’s cultural 
dessert cart. 

To all those who will eventually 
form a group to draft what could 
become a significant plan for Aurora’s 
future, I look forward to your findings. 
Take comfort in the fact that whatever 
findings these might be, they are 
unlikely to lead to angry masses 
gathering on Church Street bound for 
John West Way wielding hockey sticks, 
and soccer balls, armed with freshly 
sharpened cleats.

CORRECTION
In last week’s column, I wrote, 

“Councillor John Abel was astute to 
note that there was no shortage of  
problems listed but what was lacking 
was a list of  ways to possibly overcome 
them.” This astuteness actually 
belonged to Councillor John Gallo.

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.
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Aurora needs a 
new theatre

(Re: Indecision Town, September 2, 2013)

I moved to Aurora in June, 1989.  
It seems that the majority of  items which Council 

could not decide still exist.  The worst, by far is Yonge 
and Wellington.

However, we really do need a proper theatre.  The 
Aurora Factory Theatre is intimate, out of  the way & 
very under used.

I subscribe to Roy Thomson Hall in the city and 
avoid winter concerts. I also subscribe to our local 
theatres and attend about 20 shows per year, most of  
them in Richmond Hill and Markham.

Markham, Richmond Hill and Newmarket have 
terrific theatres. It is sad that the Newmarket Theatre 
is not run the same way that Richmond Hill and 
Markham are run.  

The theatres are used not only professionally but by 
amateurs and students as well.  

The theatre in Richmond Hill takes up an entire 
block on Yonge St in the “Old Town.” It is not only a 
beautiful facility, it is a “money maker” for the Town 
and provides entertainment year round. 

The evening free concerts in the outside square 
(weather permitting) are always jammed packed plus 
give our young Canadian talent exposure.

I know that Markham and Richmond Hill theatres 
are profit centres also. We have a terrific library on 
Yonge. Why not a theatre? Tear down the old (many 
fire traps) and put us in the entertainment business. 
I know that many outside sponsors would contribute, 
and whatever “seed” money from the Reserve Fund 
would be repaid.  

Possibly even some promoters would even build it.
 Those politicians on our current Council or 

past councils do not even entertain a semblance of  
understanding here.  

Our Mayor, who is supposed to be a successful 
business person does not even want to pursue this, he 
says the town has too many projects happening now—
poppycock!   

However, I understand the new facilities at SAC will 
have a terrific theatre, but then it belongs to the private 
school and can our folks not attending that school use 
it?  SAC says “yes”, but who knows. Why depend on the 
private school?

Then again, deaf  ears for sure.

Earle Lepofsky
Aurora

“Angel” helped save man’s life
On August 1, as my husband was leaving work, he 

collapsed and lay on the pavement outside of  Home 
Hardware bleeding from the fall, silently asking for 
help. A lady approached and gave her jacket to him as a 
pillow. She then called 911 for an ambulance. 

My husband gave our phone number and my name 
and asked her to call. I arrived as the ambulance had 
just arrived and was not able to meet you.

I would love to thank her for being such a kind and 
caring person. She helped to save his life.

God bless you for being who you are.

Betty Klauke
Aurora
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The calls were adding up and 
the theme was consistent. Patients 
were arriving at Long Term Care 
Facilities throughout York Region 
with incomplete medical information 
from the hospital that initiated the 
transfer, making it impossible for the 
receiving facility to properly prepare 
for and provide the care required. 

The implications were obvious, 
both to the patients and to the 
staff  and administration of  the 
long term care or retirement home 
that was now forced to deal with 
these circumstances. Little if  any 
information about the psychological 
state of  the patient, what treatment 
they had been receiving while in 
hospital, and what the short and 
longer-term medical or psychological 
needs of  the patient will be. What to 
do?

Bring the parties to the table  
and find a solution

In my twenty-five years of  business 
experience and the past eighteen 
in elected office, I have always 
found that when you bring decision-
makers together and take the time to 
understand the issue from everyone’s 
perspective, inevitably a solution 
will be found.

Over the past eighteen years, 
the board table in my constituency 
office has been at the centre of  
many discussions. No matter how 
contentious the issue, in most cases, 
there was a resolution at the end of  
the discussion. 

And so it was on 
this past July 17, when 
seated around that 
table were nine key 
people who could do 
just that: be willing 
to listen, understand 
the issue and find a 
solution.

R e p r e s e n t i n g 
Southlake Regional 
Health Centre was Gary 
Ryan, Chief  Operating 
Officer and Helena 
Hutton, Vice President, 
Quality, Emergency, ICU, Medicine & 
Surgical Programs. The Community 
Care Access Centre was represented 
by Jennifer Scott, Cheryl Cheung and 
Tina Li. 

The concerns of  the long term 
care facilities were passionately 
presented by Jennifer Pimek (Aurora 
Resthaven), Diane Brunelle-Marleau 
and Debbie Sedore-Kola (Eagle 
Terrace) and Diane Smith (Mackenzie 
Place). 

Following a robust discussion that 
focused on the need for more timely 
and reliable  information regarding 
patient transfers, the ability for 
facilities to communicate directly 
with each other about individual 
patient care and standardized 
expectations regarding transfer 
notes, an Action Plan was agreed 
to that will address the identified 
challenges regarding safe transfer of  
patients between sending or receiving 
institutions. 

That plan was subsequently 

formalized through 
minutes that set 
out a commitment 
to   conduct a LEAN 
process engineering 
project that would 
establish among 
other initiatives, 
s t a n d a r d i z e d 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
and documentation 
between hospitals 
and long term care 
facilities.

In a recent 
email, Southlake COO Ryan 
confirmed that as a result of  these 
discussions, similar solutions have 
been established for group homes 
with the result that “communication 
and cooperation have been greatly 
improved”. 

On behalf  of  the patients and 
families who will benefit from this 
outcome, I thank this group of  nine 
for their leadership.

More Good News from Southlake for 
Transplant Patients

On Friday, August 23, I listened to 
a son’s appeal on behalf  of  his father 
who is on a lung transplant list. As 
part of  his pre-transplant treatment, 
he is required to visit the Southlake 
Rehabilitation Centre three times a 
week. They had just been advised that 
the Southlake Centre will be closing 
and that his father would now have to 
get his treatments at Toronto General 
in the heart of  the city.

The concern was that the stress of  
making that trip three times a week 
through congested traffic would make 
the father’s deteriorated condition 
even worse. Was there anything that 
could be done for his father? That 
afternoon I asked that Southlake do 
its utmost to consider accommodating 
the five transplant patients who are 
depending on this service.

On September 12, at 12:01 p.m., I 
was advised by Mr. Ryan that every 
effort would be made to ensure the 
transplant patients could get care 
closer to home. In an email time-
dated at 10:46 p.m. that evening, Mr. 
Ryan advised that Southlake would 
continue to provide service to the 
five transplant patients who were 
previously receiving treatment at 
the Respiratory Rehab program. 
Welcome news for the patients and 
their families.

On behalf  of  those transplant 
patients and their families, I thank 
the Southlake administration and 
health care providers for facilitating 
this life-saving solution.  

Register to be an Organ Donor Today

More than 1,500 people are waiting 
for an organ transplant in Ontario. 
You can register to be an organ donor 
by going to www.beadonor.ca. Please 
do it today. 

As always, I welcome your comments 
and advice. I can be reached directly at 
905-750-0019 or through my website at 
frankklees.com.

If  you build it, they will come.
At least, that’s the theory according 

to the movie “A Field of  Dreams”.
It’s also the situation we now 

face here in Aurora, not with Kevin 
Costner’s construction of  a baseball 
field perfect for spectral competitions, 
but with the completion of  the Petch 
Log House.

As you’ll know from recent media 
coverage, this is one of  the oldest 
structures in Aurora (or for those 
purists, one of  the oldest within its 
current boundaries).  

Although bounced around to 
various locations in town over the 
years, and showing increasing stages 
of  collapse, it has recently been saved 
and rebuilt near the Seniors’ Centre.

What makes this building unique in 
one sense is that somehow, the Town 
managed to do the complete opposite 
of  its usual course of  action.  

Typically, a need for a specific type 
of  space is identified by a municipality. 
Then, before any sort of  structure 
can be built to meet this demand, 
there must be a zillion reports, 
studies, and analyses completed to 
determine the resulting structure’s 

overall use, viability, 
cost effectiveness, 
benefits over 
alternative options, 
and a host of  other 
things.  

Only after all 
those are in place 
and approved, a 
budget identified, 
and the perfect 
location determined 
(by which time 
usually several 
years have elapsed), 
can a shovel hit the 
ground.

Think of  a still-on-the-drawing-
board project like the Youth Centre, 
or Public Works Building, and you get 
the idea.

But in the case of  the Petch 
House, Council approved its new 
location, reconstruction, and its not 
insignificant budget, without any 
clear idea of  how the building would 
eventually be used.

Granted, the basic building blocks 
of  the structure (i.e.: the logs) did exist, 
but they were not formed in the shape 

of  an actual edifice, and 
it was missing several 
key elements that we 
take for granted in a 
building, such as a floor, 
roof, and windows. 
For the final product 
to take shape required 
considerable cost, 
planning, and materials 
salvaged from the 
town’s architectural 
artifact collection.

Again all before a 
use was determined for 
it.

Don’t get me wrong; 
I’m all for preserving the town’s 
history, and think Petch House will 
make a fine addition. It also looks 
like they did a really nice job on it, 
although from the outside it’s now 
hard to tell that it’s a log house.  

It’s just unusual to see a structure 
being built, and then a use being 
determined for it as a kind of  
afterthought.

But maybe this will be a new trend 
in town planning, and going forward 
we’ll see all new structures being 

built, and then a justification being 
reasoned out afterwards.

Here’s a spare plot of  land, let’s 
throw up a 6,000 square foot, one 
story, T-shaped building.  Now, will 
a new tennis facility fit in here? The 
roof’s a bit low.  That eliminates a 
skateboard park, too. Hmmm….   It’s 
not watertight enough for a pool…
Maybe it will be better used as a hall 
of  fame or museum?

On the plus side, doing away with 
all that pesky “do we actually need 
this, and what would we use it for, 
anyway?” pre-planning might just 
speed up the development of  projects 
in town like Library Square or the 
Youth Centre. Just build ‘em, and sort 
out the details later.

For now, there is a perfectly good, 
yet vacant building standing ready 
to be used here in town’s own Field 
of  Dreams. It will be interesting to 
see who steps out of  the proverbial 
cornfields over the next few months to 
make use of  it, and for what. 

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

AURORAN POLL
Last week to vote!

If You Build It

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Hundreds of people 
from Aurora and beyond  
descended on Sheppard’s 
Bush Conservation Area 
for the annual Aurora  
Terry Fox Run. Featuring 
options for adults, se-
niors, kids, and families, 
this year’s event was just 
one of countless runs 
taking place across the  
country and around the 
world on Sunday.

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer

Behind the Scenes in Our Health Care System

FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

MPP Newmarket-Aurora
Frank Klees

Should Aurora borrow from  
the Town’s Hydro Reserves in  

order to fund the new 
Joint Operations Centre  

and Youth Space?

 (a)    Yes        (b)   No        (c)    Unsure
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From page 1

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

Call 905.833.5311
to book your table at York Region’s 

Most Historic Restaurant

Reservations are recommended; take home or take out not permitted during Sunday Brunch

Hogan’s Inn at Four Corners
is excited to announce...

$28 Unlimited Full Service Menu!
is back!

~ Eggs Benny
~ French Toast
~ Corned Beef Hash with
   Poached Egg
~ Gourmet Burger
~ Fresh Seafood

~ Soup and Salad Selections
~ Pasta Feature
~ Smoke Salmon Nicoise .... & more!
Coffee, Tea, Pop, Juice,
Still and Sparkling Water
all included!

Kids under 12 pay their age!
EvEry Sunday

from 11am to 3pm

Kids Pasta and Kids Chicken Fingers available

Follow us on Twitter @HogansInn

© Tim Hortons, 2010

To find out more visit timhortons.com

During the week of September 23rd, when you spend $1.00 on a delicious chocolate 
chunk Smile Cookie, Tim Hortons will donate the entire procedds

to The Salvation Army Hope For Others Campaign

in cost recovery would 
obviously narrow. Getting 
people to get on board 
with that, however, is a 
big question that will need 
to be tackled in the future, 
added Mayor Dawe.

“It comes back to a 
generational shift,” he 

said. “If  you go back 
and look at things like 
seatbelts and blue box 
recycling, it was driven 
by the younger generation 
up. I think we need to look 
at encouraging more kids 
to get on the bus and that 
carries through. Certainly 
the Viva Next in the rapid 

transit corridor will make 
a substantial difference 
when that comes through.

“The local bus service 
is always a challenge and 
you can see that when 
you have a lineup of  cars 
outside the school and 
parents dropping their 
kids off.”

Letter to the editor

An idea was brought 
before Council to name 
a park after the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee year. 
Staff  provided a suggestion 
and council added names to 
the list.  

I suggested Civic Square 
Park, as it was in close 
proximity to Town Hall 
with no real importance to 
its name. Council agreed, 
with direction to add a 
plaque identifying the 
names of  Aurora Diamond 
Jubilee Medalists.

All’s well until a notice 
of  motion came forward 
by Councillor Pirri to re-
design the park. Council 
agreed to have staff  come 
up with a preliminary 
design and cost analysis 
of  this new idea. Council 
agreed to include the Parks 
and Recreation committee, 
and the Accessibility 
Advisory Committee in 
the discussion; I added that 
if  any re-design happens, 
the neighbourhood would 
also have to be part of  the 
discussion through a public 
process.  

This was to be done all 
internally at no material 
cost to the town (staff  
time would be required). 

I was only supportive in 
exploring the idea and it’s 
consequences, if  any, if  
done in collaboration with 
the committees and public, 
at no initial cost to the 
town.

Staff  returned with a 
report identifying the need 
to hire a consultant at a cost 
of  $30,000.00 to design the 
park and manage the public 
meetings.  In addition, 
the report indicated that 
the park would cost an 
additional $150,000.00 to 
build.  

Let’s break down the 
details. The current park 
was built about eight 
years ago after a lengthy 
battle to build a park on a 
barren piece of  land that 
was stagnating for many 
years. The neighbourhood 
ratepayers (to which I 
belonged) lobbied Home 
Depot as a condition of  
development to donate 
$35,000.00 towards the 
development of  the park.  

The town built the park 
with a budget of  $280,000.00.

Much thought went into 
the current design. It was 
clear to us, as staff  had 
repeated many times, we 
are in desperate need for 

soccer fields, so the soccer 
field was an integral part 
of  the design. We were 
also aware a large kids 
playground was located 
about a four minute walk 
up the street. As such, 
a playground was not 
requested.  

Interestingly enough, 
these are the very two items 
that the new proposal will 
be reversing.  The new park 
will include an accessible 
playground and, because 
of  space limitations, in 
doing so, remove the soccer 
field and (maybe, if  space 
permits) have a mini field.

We are re-building a 
park that is eight years old 
and cost $180,000.00 (minus 
Home Depot contribution 
and in-house work). We 
are spending an additional 
$30,000 for a new design, 
plus $150,000 to build it. 

We are adding 
a playground in a 
community that already 
has one in close proximity 
(unprecedented in any 
other neighbourhood in 
the town) and removing a 
soccer field when we have 
been repeatedly told the 
need is very high. 

It is also worth 

mentioning that there was 
no capital plan to replace 
the park, staff  have never 
indicated that another 
playground was needed 
in this area, and most 
importantly, we did not 
budget for this expenditure.

After all is said and 
done, this park will cost 
over $330,000.00 of  your 
money.

Yet, Mayor Dawe, 
Councillors Pirri, 
Humfryes, Thompson, Abel 
and Buck gave staff  the 
green light last week to go 
ahead with the design.

Unfortunately, $30,000.00 
will be spent on the design 
of  the park, short of  a 
reconsideration motion (I 
would not bet on that) unless 
the community, and I mean 
the entire community, 
makes it known that you 
want answers to why your 
representatives are making 
these decisions.  

Email us at 
allcouncillors@aurora.ca.

I live in the area. I have 
small kids that could benefit 
from a new playground 
close to home. You should 
ask yourself, “why is he so 
opposed to this?”  Because 
I believe that in both my 
roles as a resident of  
Aurora and as a Councillor, 

I have to be focused on what 
is in the best interest of  the 
entire community. For the 
reasons I have given, this 
project is wrong on many 
levels.

Councillor John Gallo
Aurora

How does Aurora Council Make Decisions? asks Councillor

Hike needs Regional approval
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Continued on page 15

If  you suffer from 
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
or wrist / hand pain you 
should be aware that an 
upcoming workshop in 
Oak Ridges will reveal eye-
opening solutions to help 
those suffering with these 
conditions. 

The workshop will 
reveal the underlying 
causes of  most wrist and 
hand pain as well as share 
why these causes are 
frequently overlooked by 
doctors.    

Attendees will 
discover why a failure to 
address these underlying 
causes usually results 
in continuing pain and 
suffering.  These ongoing 
symptoms may include: 
pain, tingling, numbness, 
burning, aching, stiffness, 
swelling, weakness and 
limited movements.

The workshop will 
discuss the track record 

of  common treatments 
including: pills, surgery, 
splints and exercise and 
reveal exciting non drug, 
nonsurgical treatments 
that are safe and effective. 

A major concern is that 
many patients continue to 
be plagued by wrist pain, 
despite repeated visits to 
their doctor.

Many patients fear the 
risks and invasive nature 
of  wrist surgery. The 
workshop will reveal that 
many patients that have 
wrist surgery wind up 
frustrated that their pain 
only resolves partially or 
not at all.  In many cases 
the pain reoccurs later 
after surgery.

Surprisingly, a very 
common but hidden cause 
of  hand and wrist pain 
is not even located in the 
wrist! The presentation 
will explain why most 
doctors are not trained to 

check for this underlying 
cause. 

The workshop is free 
and is being offered as a 
community service. It is 
provided to help eliminate 
pain and suffering in those 
affected.         

The workshop will take 
place Wed. Sept. 25, 7:30 pm 
– 9 pm. Seating is limited. 

To make reservations 
call 877-334-2785.

Hope for Sufferers of Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
and Wrist/Hand Pain

Advertorial

There are other 
approaches, beyond 

the use of drugs, 
that have safely and  

effectively helped 
many Wrist/Hand 

pain sufferers 
feel better.

Round The Bend Farm PUMPKINS

Admission $3/person or $10/family of 4
Brian & Sue Feddema

16225 Jane St. 905-727-0023

Pumpkins $100
and up

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm

Sat. 9am-5pm
CLOSED SUNDAYS

* WAGON RIDES * BBQ FUNDRAISER * CORN MAZE * SCARECROWS

Bring the kids & choose from 1000s 
of pumpkins, have a wagon ride, visit 
the animals & play in the mazes!

FARM FRESH TURKEYS

905-727-0023
16225 Jane St., KettlebyOpen

Holiday Monday

ROUND THE BEND FARM

12 TO 24+ LBS.
$3.25 per pound
Available for pick-up

Friday, October 11 ~ 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 12 ~ 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

for Thanksgiving!
Order
today!
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Courses Starting:

905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!

September 27 – 2 Weekends
October 5 – 4 Saturdays

Divine Heart Centre 289-879-0177
for Awakening Spiritual Growth

Sunday Morning Meditation 
at Hillary House 
9am - by donation

Fall Equinox Meditation 
at the Sharon Temple 

Sept. 20th, 7pm.
www.divineheartcentre.ca

Rev. Tracy L. Cox, B. Msc. 
Ordained Minister, Spiritual Counsellor 
Metaphysical and Meditation Instructor

Weddings, Celebration of Life, House and Baby Blessings

Sports make the cut for Cultural Master Plan
By Brock Weir

Sports will indeed play 
a part in building Aurora’s 
cultural roadmap from 
the ground up.

The decision came at 
Council last week amid 
lengthy debates on just 
which community groups 
should be invited to the 
table to form a group to 
draft the new Cultural 
Master Plan. 

Recommendations to 
Council called for groups 
such as various municipal 
departments, along with 
the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce, Theatre 
Aurora, Aurora Cultural 
Centre, Aurora Historical 
Society, York Region 
Arts Council, the Aurora 
Public Library Board, 
and Sport Aurora to sit on 
the committee, but it was 
this last inclusion that 
caused a surge of  debate. 
As The Auroran reported 
last week, Councillors 
objected to the inclusion 
of  Sport Aurora on the 
list. On the one hand, 
Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner wanted sport 
removed entirely from 
the Cultural Plan, but 
on the other, Councillor 
John Gallo, for instance, 
questioned its inclusion 
as Sport Aurora does 
not represent either the 
Aurora Minor Hockey 
Association or Aurora 
Youth Soccer, the Town’s 
two largest sporting 
bodies. 

Responding to 
criticism from Councillor 
Gaertner that including 
sporting groups didn’t 
fit “the exact intent” of  
a Cultural Master plan, 
Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and 
Recreation, said it was 
the intent of  the plan 
to provide a “complete” 
cultural experience.

“We believe sport plays 
a critical and active role 
in providing that cultural 
aspect of  the community,” 
he said, noting Sport 
Aurora’s efforts to create 
a Sport Hall of  Fame. 
“We are trying to expand 
our palate as much as 
possible with regards 
to taking input from as 
many people as possible. 
Sport Aurora has many 
groups associated with 
it that can reach out and 
obtain information from 
the community.”

From Mr. Downey’s 
perspective, it was a 
matter of  working with 
these consultants and 
ensuring numbers on 
the committee were 
“manageable.” He added 
any groups that were not 
included on the ad-hoc 
committee would have an 
opportunity to have input 
to the group and, in turn, 
have their voices heard. 

“There are 26 cultural 
groups here in town,” 
he said. “We can’t have 
them all at the table. 
Unfortunately, we need 
to limit it at some point 

and there are going to 
be people who wish to 
participate and provide 
[input]. We welcome those 
folks and we want to hear 
from them.”

While Councillor 
Chris Ballard pointed 
out there is a significant 
difference from providing 
input to the community 
over actually sitting in 
the group and having a 
vote on how things move 
forward, the inclusion of  
sport in particular was 
still the sticky wicket. 

“Common sense 
tells me…that if  we’re 
selecting a group to give 
an opinion on sport 
and that group doesn’t 
represent the two largest 
sorts organizations by 
far in this community 
then perhaps that is not 
the best group, or we 
augment it with the other 
two groups, or figure out 
a way to connect that 
puzzle,” said Councillor 
Gallo. 

Councillor Michael 
Thompson said he 
too would like to see 
representation from the 
other two sports groups, 
but said he “respected” 
the need to keep numbers 
down.

“I think culture and art 
can be very subjective and 
very personal,” he said. 
“When I look at this, sport 
does belong on the table. 
There are links and there 
are interdependencies 
and exchanges. I think 

my only wish is I would 
like the group to be a little 
more.”

Sport, however, was 
not the only concern 
raised at the table. In 
making their respective 
points, Councillors 
underscored the arts 
groups – some larger 
than Theatre Aurora, for 
instance – that did not 
make the cut. Others, 
such as Councillor Buck, 
said she viewed a glaring 
omission as to who was in 
the groups – namely area 
churches and religions.

“Have we changed 
so much that religion 
doesn’t figure in there?” 
she pondered. 

Building on that, 
Councillor Ballard asked 
what advice the Town 
received on including 
religious bodies in the 
group. Complicating 
things was the fact there 
is no one religious body 
that represents all, said 
Mr. Downey. Having 
several different religions 
represented around 
the table would make 
numbers climb. 

“We had difficulty 
selecting one without the 
others, so they will all 
be invited to stakeholder 
meetings, but we don’t 
believe one represents 
religion more than 
another.”

That struck a chord 
with Councillor Gallo 
in that in the absence of  
one group to represent 

the masses that religion 
was being excluded 
altogether while Sport 
Aurora does not represent 
all that the Aurora Sports 
Community had to offer. 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe said 
in voting for the motion to 
include Sport Aurora over 
the others does not mean 
they are being “insulted” 
or “excluded.”

“Why don’t we have 
the dance community 
in here?” asked Mayor 
Dawe. “Why don’t we 

have the walking club in 
there? Why don’t we have 
the bird watching group 
my wife is a member of ? 
They’re all part of  the 
culture we have in this 
town. It’s ludicrous to 
suggest because someone 
is not included on the list 
that we don’t want them.”

An amendment to add 
the AYSC and AMHA to 
the group failed, with 
support only coming from 
Councillors Ballard, Gallo 
and Humfryes.

Plan for Diamond Jubilee Park raises Council eyebrows
By Brock Weir

A fully accessible 
playground at the 
recently renamed Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee Park 
could set the Town back 
$180,000.

Councillors approved 
a plan last week to spend 
$30,000 to design and 
develop an accessible 
playground – including 
public consultation 
with the surrounding 
community – and a further 
$150,000 for its supply and 
construction. 

The project has been up 
for Council approval since 
July but after being put 
off  for discussion several 
times, it finally came up 
for discussion last week.

Council re-named Civic 
Square Park on John 
West Way in honour of  
the Queen’s milestone 
anniversary this Spring. 
With that, came the idea 
to explore “preparing 
designs and costs” for 
the playground for 
consideration in the 2014 
Capital Budget.

The idea was first 
floated by Councillor 
Paul Pirri but by the time 
last Tuesday’s Council 
meeting rolled around, he 
said the recommendation 
coming back wasn’t 
all what he expected. 
Through the plan, public 
consultations will take 
place with neighbours 
on what they would like 
to see in the park. That, 
argued Councillor Pirri, is 
premature.

“We would be saving a 
good portion of  the $30,000 
if  we had a design made 

up first and then our staff  
could go out and consult 
with the public,” he said. 
“I am not in favour of  
spending [that money] to 
go out to the public to have 
individuals design this 
without staff  having a firm 
idea of  what they’re going 
to look for. It would be 
much more cost efficient 
to…come up with a plan 
and present that plan to 
the public.”

Councillors, however, 
had other issues 
surrounding the park. 
Chris Ballard, for 
instance, said he “couldn’t 
believe” how an idea to 
create a simple tribute to 
the Queen had snowballed 
into something this 
extensive. 

“It has gone from 
something that was 
supposed to be somewhat 
frugal to something that is 
going to cost the taxpayers, 
I suspect, well over 
$180,000 by the time it is 
done,” he said. “I just don’t 
think Her Majesty would 
be amused by the process.”

Also unamused was 
Councillor John Gallo, 

himself  a neighbour of  
the park. 

“I am not opposed 
to having accessible 
playgrounds; my issue 
with this particular park 
is: is it really money well 
spent?” he said. “It’s 
an eight year old park, 
$280,000 to build what you 
see there. There were some 
savings because we did it 
in house and that was the 
budget. If  we installed a 
playground we would be 
[significantly reducing] 
the soccer field.

“If  you’re designing 
something new for the 
community, it is one thing. 
When you’re changing 
significantly the facility 
for an existing community, 
you need to go through a 
particular process.”

Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner agreed. 

“We are here to listen 
to the voters and try to 
satisfy them,” she said. 
“We need to hear what the 
established residents of  
the neighbourhood think 
of  this idea before we take 
the park as it exists from 
them. That would be the 

minimum first step no 
matter what our Council 
opinions are.”

Going forward with the 
park plan was approved 6 – 
3, with Councillors Chris 
Ballard, John Gallo, and 
Wendy Gaertner voting 
against it. Speaking in 
favour of  the motion, 
Councillor Evelyn Buck 
said the park was not 
something intended to 
be frugal, but something 
befitting as significant an 
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Aurora student Allison Kondall, one of just 10  
Canadian students undertaking a scholarship adven-
ture in Europe this March, is also The Auroran’s Carri-
er of the Month for September, delivering the paper 
to 180 homes in the Bayview and St. John’s Sideroad  
area.                                                  Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Meeting a Heroine on the path to Global Citizenship
By Brock Weir

The face of  astronaut 
Roberta Bondar smiling 
down at people from 
the mural at Yonge and 
Wellington left an indelible 
impression on young 
Allison Kondal when she 
and her family first moved 
to Aurora.

She couldn’t quite 
explain the connection at the 
time, but it is something the 
Sacred Heart Catholic High 
School student has carried 
with her ever since. 

Dr. Bondar was the 
subject of  countless school 
assignments, essays and 
hours of  personal research 
and now, this March, Allison 
could have the chance to 
meet her idol in Berlin as 
part of  the Science and 
Innovation Summit. 

Allison was recently 
named one of  10 students 
from across Canada awarded 
the EF Tours Global 
Citizenship Scholarship. 
The program was founded 
by Education First to give 
Canadian students a first-
hand feeling of  leadership 
and inter-cultural relations. 
Student leaders were invited 
to submit videos online via 
YouTube on what it means 
to be not just a Global Citizen 
but a citizen of  the world. 

The trip will take the 
students on March 7 to the 
United Kingdom to take part 
in the inaugural We Day U.K. 

in London, the inspirational 
summit for young leaders 
founded by Canadians 
Craig and Mark Kielburger. 
From there, they will travel 
to Munich, and then on to 
Berlin for the Science and 
Innovation Summit with Dr. 
Bondar.

“It was probably the 
first time I was actually 
speechless,” says Allison 
of  when she found out she 
had secured a spot in the 
scholarship program. “My 
heart was racing and I was 
happy dancing around the 
room. The feeling was just 
inexplicable and there is 
a moment where it clicks 
when you realise you’re 
actually doing something. 

“[After being struck by 
the mural], I found she is 
everything I hope to be when 
I grow up. Getting the chance 
to meet her is the biggest 
thing. She is just amazing 
and I can’t describe it.”

Perhaps it is unsurprising 
that the Science and 
Innovation Summit is what 
Allison is looking forward to 
most in this journey. A self-
described “logical” person 
at heart, she has always had 
an affinity for science and 
math. As part of  the York 
Catholic District School 
Board’s (YCDSB) Advanced 
Placement program, 
she attends school at 
Newmarket’s Sacred Heart.

She says the Summit will 
truly open her eyes to all 

the possibilities that are out 
there in the world. 

“As a Grade 11 student, I 
have no idea what I want to 
go into,” she says. “This is 
going to really open my eyes 
to exactly what I can become 
and hopefully inspire me to 
take what I know and choose 
a direction. Right now I want 
to be an Engineer Without 
Borders. 

“Science is always 
regarded stereotypically 
like The Big Bang Theory, 
where they are theoretical 
physicists who make 
jokes and don’t have much 
impact on the rest of  the 
world outside the scientific 
community. Engineers 
Without Borders takes what 
I love and applies it to the 
whole global community to 
show people that, yes, this 
actually matters and science 
actually matters.”

As part of  the program, 
Allison is going to take on 
what it means to be a global 
citizen. Whether she is 
applying math and science 
to the world in a way that 
will resonate to the masses, 
or simply travelling to 
experience the diversity the 
world has to offer, making a 
different requires one key 
ingredient.

“I think a Global 
Citizen means taking 
your passions and skills 
and applying them to the 
issues that are present in 
our community, be it in our 

own local community, or 
internationally,” she says. 
“To be a Global Citizen 
means to be aware and 
educate yourself. Even if  
you don’t take action, know 
what is going on so you can 
make opinions that are true 
and not prejudiced.”

In the months ahead 
of  her flight to London, 
Allison is working hard to 
indeed make that difference 
at the local level. Invited to 
participate in the YCDSB’s 
Horizons program to build 
young leaders, she and 
her fellow students have 
put their heads together to 
form programs, including 
a bullying prevention 
community that tackles not 
just bullying, but also drug 
and alcohol awareness and 
“safe partying.” 

While their first official 
meeting is this week to 
chart the course of  their 
programs, it has already 
gone a long way in showing 
her fellow students that 
leadership roles are out 
there.

“People at my school who 
are on student council are 
the only people regarded as 
true leaders in the school 
community and others 
are completely apathetic, 
thinking ‘there’s nothing 
we can do,” she says. “I 
think it is just important 
to let the students know 
we are part of  something 
bigger than ourselves.”

Legal advice over King cell phone tower cost over $9,000
0
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Cadets rise through the ranks ahead  
of weekend open house

By Chris McGowan

The latest crop of  the 
Queen’s York Rangers 
Army Cadets has risen 
through the ranks.

Cadets held their annual 
parade and promotions 
before their Commanding 
Officer Sue Lusk, staff  of  
Queen’s York Rangers 2799 
Army Cadet Corp, as well 
as parents and friends on 
Friday September 13 at 
the Simcoe Armoury on 
Industrial Parkway South.

The evening was filled 
with pride as Cadets 
received recognition 
through promotions within 
ranks.

The young men and 
women in the Cadet Corp. 
range in ages from 12 
to 18 and ranks include 
Cadet, Trooper, Corporal, 
Master Corporal, Sergeant, 
Warrant Officer, Master 
Warrant Officer.  

Cadets are promoted 
to higher rank levels 
by participation, good 
attendance, training, and 
each rank must be attended 
a minimum of  six months. 
More leadership is given 
to the higher ranks in the 
Corp through training, and 
assigned responsibility.   

Bert and Brenda Wiker 
have three children in the 
Cadet Corp, Victoria 18, 
Natalie 16, and Mattias 
13 and said they are very 
pleased with the results.   

“They get involved with 
summer camp programs 
including white water 
rafting and community 
service work where they 
learn discipline and 
confidence,” said Bert as 
the family waited for the 
parade and promotions 
to begin. “It’s definitely 
positive.” 

The Cadets were in 
their full dress uniform for 
this special evening and 
proudly stood at attention 
waiting commands from 
their officers. It was all spit 
and polish to be sure as 
their uniforms and overall 
appearance were inspected 
by their Commanding 
Officer, and Hon. Lt. Col. 
Len Whines.  

Uniform inspections 
are done on a weekly basis 
and as Lusk explained “All 
Cadets are given guidance 
and direction to achieve 
success with this program”.  

Whines has been 

involved with the Queens 
York Rangers for over 40 
years. He recommended 
this program to the Police 
in relation to the Young 
Offenders Act.

“Don’t charge them, 
send them to the Cadet 
Corp” said Whines.  “The 
program teaches Cadets 
about respect, leadership, 
and self  reliance, while 
learning physical fitness 
and valuable life skills.”

Aiden Slind, last year’s 
Chief  Warrant Officer 
spent six years in the 
program and said the 
program made him who he 
is today.  

“I would not be in 
Trinity College, U of  T if  
it was not for the Queens 
York Rangers,” he said. 

Slind was there to 
support his friends, and his 
brother, who were being 
promoted that evening. 
Slind smiled and clapped 
with pride as the promoted 
names were being called.  
His replacement for Chief  
Warrant Officer this year is 
Ilja Semikolennihs.  

On Friday, September 20, 
at 7.00 p.m. the Queen’s York 
Rangers is hosting an Open 
House at their Industrial 
Parkway South location 
where you can learn more 
about the program.  You 
can also visit their website 
at www.Rangers2799.
com to determine if  
this program would be 
something that you feel 
your child or children could  
benefit from.  

Honorary Lt. Col. Len Whines presents an award to Warrant 
Officer Ilja Semikolennihs at ceremonies held at the Lt. Gov. 
John Graves Simcoe Armoury on Industrial Parkway on  
Friday. The Queen’s York Rangers host an open house this 
week.     Auroran photo by S. Mulholland
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Growing Together:  
Oliver Heating and Cooling

By Brock Weir

The Auroran continues our series on 
Aurora’s oldest businesses this week 
with a business which marks its 90th 
anniversary in 2014, and brought a 
wealth of  technical innovation to what 
was once a very small community.

When T.H. Oliver founded his 
namesake company in 1924, it was to 
deliver new technologies in heating 
and cooling to the farms and growing 
urban households in Aurora.

Now, one year shy of  their 90th 
anniversary, they are still looking at 
new ways to stay innovative and keep 
ahead of  the curve as they chart the 
course for the century ahead. 

As one of  Aurora’s longest surviving 
businesses, it is a mantle they carry 
with great pride. 

“What we have done is take the 
foundation from 1924 and continued it 
so people honestly feel they are giving 
something up by not doing business 
with us,” says Steve Desjardin who, 
along with his wife Elise, bought the 
company 13 years ago. “The business 
was founded by somebody wanting to 
do something for their community and 
we’re continuing that. It is important 
to us as a family to be able to do that.”

It is this continuation that has been 
watched by Dr. Leslie Oliver with great 
interest. T.H. Oliver was his father 
and Dr. Oliver himself  was essentially 
“born above the shop” in 1929. 

The Olivers first sold the company 
in 1973, but given that their name is 
attached to it, they have continued to 
feel a vested interest in the company’s 
success.

“When you sell a company and you 
sell your name with it, you shuffle 
your feet a bit uneasily and say, 
‘Where is all this going to go?’” says 

Dr. Oliver. “I must say we have a lot 
of  respect for Steve and Elyse and 
the integrity of  their operation, and 
I couldn’t feel more comfortable with 
the way the name is being used, the 
way the branding is being used…and 
the philosophy and foundations have 
carried on.”

Chatting around the Wellington 
Street East showroom, now situated 
just over the eastern side of  the train 
tracks, the two men exhibited an easy 
relationship as they pondered how 
the business has grown and changed 
over the years to evolve along with the 
times. 

To speak to Steve, the strength of  
his esteem for T.H. Oliver is clear, 
heralding him for a number of  
firsts, including bringing the first 
commercial refrigeration units and oil 
burners to the Aurora area. Dr. Oliver, 
however, says in those days that wasn’t 
such a feat. 

“[The 1920s and 30s] were very much 
simpler and it was a very embryonic 
period…and it wasn’t difficult in many 
ways to make a big splash because 
there weren’t too many people making 
a big splash!” he says. “He made a 
wonderful contribution because of  his 
enquiring mind, his creativity and his 
sense of  innovation.”

It is telling that this business was 
born in 1924 with the Great Depression 
just five years away. Despite that 
setback, the business has endured 
through prosperity and lean times and 
this drive to innovate became an ever 
more important cornerstone in the 
T.H. Oliver foundation. 

“We have had to keep diversifying 
and putting a lot of  time and energy 
into our service department because 
we find a lot of  our competitors are 
not interested in that part of  the 
market; they are more interested in 

just selling the equipment, taking 
the money and running off  into the 
sunset,” says Mr. Desjardins. “For us, 
we’re based on our relationships with 
our customers and our families. We 
have branched ourselves into more 
of  a full-service and we do a lot of  
community involvement to keep our 
name in the forefront.”

This philosophy, he says, is part 
of  what secured them the Retail 
Business of  the Year last year in the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce’s 
Business Achievement Awards. The 
retail market, he said, is particularly 
challenging because big box stores are 
“jumping into the game” and trying to 
get a piece of  the action.

“Sometimes it is hard to thrive 
in that,” he says. “We have had to 
be on our toes and keep reinventing 
ourselves.”

Necessity may be the mother of  
invention, but technology could 
play a parental role in reinvention, 
particularly in this case. Things 
are evolving when it comes to your 
humble air conditioners and heat 
systems, such as the shift in some 
cases away from using bulky furnaces 
as the primary source of  heat to gas 
and electric fireplaces, for instance, 
for more local shots of  warmth. 

“It goes back to the days of  T.H. 
Oliver,” says Mr. Desjardins. “One of  
his main philosophies was to bring 
modern technologies to better the 
lives of  local families. None of  that 
has changed. It has just become a lot 
of  work! You have to be more creative 
to deliver that quality to the customer. 
They have a lot of  choices and in order 
to get your opportunities you have to 
really work at it.”

Steve Desjardins, left, currently owns Oliver Heating and Cooling, founded in 
1924 by T.H. Oliver, father of Dr. Leslie Oliver, right. Desjardins holds the Business 
Achievement Award received by the company in 2012, while Dr. Oliver displays a 
calendar given to customers at the end of 1946.              Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Noise bylaws could be tightened to reflect “lifestyles”
By Brock Weir

Have you been part of  Aurora’s mass “civil 
disobedience”?

If  so, changes at Town Hall could mean you’ll no longer 
have to face the music. 

Councillors approved a motion last week to review and 
revise bylaws prohibiting music from outdoor speakers in 
many circumstances in Aurora. In his motion, Councillor 
John Abel underscored bylaws barring music from playing 
on exterior outdoor speakers, while music projected 
outdoors from indoor speakers does not fall under similar 
restrictions. 

A revision, he added, would “better reflect the modern 
lifestyles of  residents of  our Town.”

His motion was spurred by a delegation to Council last 
month from resident Tom Beck. At the time, Mr. Beck told 
Council he had received a write up from a municipal bylaw 
officer for playing music on outdoor speakers. He returned 
this week in support of  the motion.

“It came to my attention in June that this bylaw existed 
when I had a violation,” he said. “I have been here half  my 
life and never even knew about it. I have been talking to a lot 
of  people and nobody knew about [it either]. It is a lifestyle 
that we have come to enjoy, having a little bit of  music 
going. The recommendation given to me was I should stick 
speakers in my windows, which would be somewhat more 
offensive than the little speakers I have.”

Techa van Leewen, Aurora’s Director of  Bylaw Services, 
told Council that the Town’s noise bylaws do prohibit 
certain noises and activities at certain parts of  the day. 
Amplified music, if  it is audible to surrounding premises, 
falls under this ban, she added, but it is permitted if  it is 
not audible to other homes and buildings, she added.

“Noise travels in peculiar ways and is very subjective, 
as is music,” she said. “If  we were to amend the bylaw to 
permit outdoor playing of  music being audible to premises 
other than where it is originating, we may see an increase 
in complaints and there may be an impact on staff: how do 
you regulate the types of  music, how loud it is being played, 
and those kinds of  things.”

For Councillor Evelyn Buck, the fact that these things 
can be subjective highlights a bigger problem. Depending 
on the day, the weather, and other conditions, noise can 
travel differently.

“How do you enforce such a bylaw?” she asked. “I am 
wondering if  we should have it at all. The more I hear, the 
more I think this bylaw is problematic and it should be 
taken off  the books altogether.”

Other Councillors, however, saw merit in keeping it – 
but to better reflect reality. 

“I was quite shocked to hear this was on the books 
and I completely agree with the motion to revisit it,” said 
Councillor John Gallo. “You would be surprised by the 
number of  people contravening this bylaw.”

Speaking to the number of  people indeed contravening 
it, Councillor Abel said, with a laugh that revising the 
bylaw “might…mitigate the large civil disobedience going 
on in our Town.”

“With our lifestyle in Aurora, there are lots of  
opportunities to sit in your backyard and enjoy some 
music,” he said.

Other Councillors, however, were more cautious in 
moving forward. Councillor Wendy Gaertner, for instance, 
said she was in favour of  sending the bylaw back to staff  
for review, but wanted further information on what other 
municipalities were doing. Councillor Chris Ballard 
expressed a similar view. 

“I don’t necessarily want to send this back to staff  for 
a really in-depth report because I think we will find that 
every municipality is doing this kind of  thing,” he said.

Police seek suspects after another 
Shoppers Drug Mart robbery

By Brock Weir

It’s a case of  déjà vu for the Shopper’s Drug Mart on 
Bayview Avenue at Hollandview Trail.

York Regional Police report a $50,000 perfume theft at the 
store in the early hours of  Thursday, August 22.

According to Constable Andy Pattenden of  the York 
Regional Police, four male suspects entered the store at 
approximately 1.30 a.m. The suspects, he said, were captured 
on video surveillance “entering the store with plastic 
garbage cans and recycling bins.”

“They proceeded to the perfume section of  the store and 
began emptying store shelves,” he said in a statement. “The 
suspects fled the area, taking over $50,000 worth of  perfume. 
Investigators with York Regional Police want to stress to 
all business owners the importance of  maintaining and 
updating surveillance equipment. Quality images help to 
identify suspects, can aid in arrests, and have a tremendous 
impact during court proceedings.”

This is the second time in less than a year that this 
particular Shoppers Drug Mart Location has been hit. The 
last one took place on another Thursday, this time December 
6 at 12.30 a.m. In that case, two male suspects entered the 
store with plastic garbage cans, targeting the fragrance 
aisle, and made off  with $15,000 worth of  merchandise. 

Speaking to The Auroran on Monday, Constable Pattenden 
said there were no developments on that particular case.

“We’re definitely looking at links to this one,” he said. “It 
looks like the same people and it looks like the same time. 
There was another one that took place in Markham that was 
a similar-type incident at a similar time with folks going in 
with these garbage cans and clearing out the fragrances. 
There are definitely similarities.”

Constable Pattenden said he didn’t have any insight as to 
why this particular Shoppers Drug Mart location might be 
targeted. 

Police ask that anyone with information on the 
incident contact York Regional Police #1 District Criminal 
Investigations Bureau at 1-866-876-5423 x.7142.

The four suspects are described a male, wearing dark 
coloured clothing, and carrying four large plastic garbage 
bins and one large blue recycling bin.
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HUNTER’S GLEN 5200 SF GEM!  PICTURESQUE PRIVACY 2.5 ACRES!

$2,549,900

Superb completely reno’d estate home in Aurora’s most sought-after estate community!  
Updated & upgraded “gourmet” centre island kit!  Sumptuous master w/enticing en-
suite!  Updated baths!  Knock-out prof. f inished walk-out bsmt!  Oasis backyard w/
pool with waterfall & hot tub and party room!  Simply sensational!

Sales office at Lot 17 Davina Circle – Yonge St. north of Bloomington to signs!  Open House 
Sat & Sun 1-4pm or by appointment.  4900 SF model home!  5 forested ravine lots available!  
Bungalow and 2-storey models from 3500 sq. ft. available. Gated privacy and much more!  
Stone, stone & stucco or stone & brick exteriors!  Amazing attention to detail by renowned 
builder!  Builder finished basement optional! Price is subject to HST 

AURORA’S  BLOOMINGTON HEIGHTS!  BUNGALOW MODELS AVAILABLE!

From $2,000,000

Picturesque views of the countryside!  Two 2-car garages!  Interlock drive with coachlights!  
Open concept flr plan!  Hrdwd strip floors!  Modern centre island kitchen w/granite cntrs  
& open to sunken spacious fam rm w/woodburning fireplace!  Sundrenched solarium!   
5 walk-outs!  Trail through property!  Loads of parking!   $1,199,888

4000SF MODERN COUNTRY HOME!  64 ACRES! MT. ALBERTBUNGALOFT BEAUTY!  FINISHED BASEMENT!  AURORA!

$749,900

 Soaring 9 ft. ceilings!  Gleaming hardwood strip floors!  Living room with vaulted ceiling!  
Coffered ceiling in dining room!  Gourmet maple kitchen with granite counters & huge 
breakfast bar “open” to spacious family room w/walk-out to oversized cedar deck!  Knock-
out  open concept finished lower level!  Quiet child-safe crescent!

Shows to perfection! Separate formal living room! 2-storey dining room! Gleaming hard-
wood strip floors! 2-storey foyer! Modern eat-in kitchen with granite counters! main floor 
den! Master with nice ensuite! Big bedrooms! Bright porfessionally finished walkout base-
ment to inviting inground pool & Fenced lot!

3169 SF BEAUTY! POOL! FINISHED WALKOUT BASEMENT INLAW ABILITY!

$714,900

Simply sensational!  Soaring 9 to 14 ft. ceilings!   Open concept floor plan!  Gleaming hrdwd strip 
floors!  Separate formal dining rm!   Main flr den!  Gourmet custom centre island kit open to huge 
“great room” w/custom cabinetry!  Inviting master w/enticing ensuite!  Builder prof. finished lower level 
w/massive rec room w/wet bar, custom built-ins, 2 bdrms & 3pc bath!  $1,145,000

KING VALLEY!  GATED EXCLUSIVITY! BUNGALOW BEAUTY!

AURORA RAISED BUNGALOW! GARDENERS DELIGHT!

$609,900

Backs and sides to greenspace – private & more! Full brick! Updated kitchen!  
Gleaming hardwood strip floors throughout! Spacious open concept living-dining area! 
Updated windows and furnace! Partly finished lower level with “inlaw” potential! 140ft. 
frontage by 118 ft. deep! Steps to Yonge Street!

Bring your business home! Paved road access!  3 minutes to Highway 27! 2000+ square  foot, 8 year 
old bungalow! Open concept with bright, professionally finished lower level with in-law potential!  
Oversized heated double garage! Separate 3000 SF shop with 3 drive-in bay doors, 18 foot clear 
height and heated workroom! Loads of parking for trailers & trucks!

INNISFIL! 25 ACRES! CUSTOM BUNGALOW AND 3000 SF SHOP!

$1,250,000

Complete renovation!  Great for home business office – light industrial – fitness – research lab  
& more!  Steps to GO train!  Gleaming hrdwd floors!  Fresh modern décor!  Open concept 
floor plan!  New 2-piece washroom & 3 private offices on 2nd floor!  Unspoiled lower level!  
Fully fenced!  Great curb appeal – just move in!

AURORA OFFICE BUILDING WITH 6 PARKING SPOTS! 

INQUIRE

Summer is for seniors
Summer is nearing 

its inevitable end. Rain 
will soon turn to snow. 
The world may belong to 
the young, but that was 
not altogether true at our 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre. 

The world belonged to 
us too. New bocce courts, 
new outdoor Pickle ball 
courts use. Barbecues. 
Friends. Conversations. 

Goodwill. 
I have two sayings 

that I often repeat to 
those who will listen. 
The first is how success 
should be measured. 
Success is something 
that is achievable by all 
of  us. Success should not 
be judged by how much 
money you make. Success 
should not be judged by 

how much power you 
have. Success should not 
even be judged by how 
many friends you think 
you have. Success should 
be judged by how many 
times you smile in a day 
and how you share that 
smile with friends and 
strangers alike. 

My other saying that 
I repeat often is just 
this: There are the good 
guys and there are the 
bad guys and then there 
are us. I like it when I 
observed such tolerance, 
compassion and spirit of  
giving amongst members 
and visitors to the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. 

PARKING IS FREE
I have often listened 

to seniors talk about the 
lack of  parking available 
at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre. Certainly when 
the planners conceived 
and built both the Aurora 
Town Hall and the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, coupled 
with the demands for 
parking for those who 
enjoy the parking lot 
as a start off  point to 
enjoy walks through the 
Arboretum, they may 
have underestimated 
the demand for precious 
parking space. 

I’m sure the many 
visitors to the Petch House 
will further exacerbate 
the problem! When the 
Town was constructing 
the new bocce courts, 
I heard several people 
say: “Oh, good, they are 
building more parking.” 
Wrong. Please do not park 
on the bocce courts!  

Town Hall is also 

stretched to capacity and 
in need of  additional 
parking. There is good 
news to report. The Town 
Council is currently 
debating the approval 
for financing and 
construction of  additional 
parking lot expansion 
on the southwest corner 
of  the Town Hall. The 
current debate is to 
approve construction of  
an additional 16 parking 
spaces. 

There is a need for 
an additional budget of  
$87,000 to complete the 
project. The additional 
funds are required due 
to grading issues, the 
addition of  a retaining 
wall and the installation 
of  high pressure LED 
lighting which will lower 
energy demand for the 
entire parking lot. 

When the debate 
touched on the parking 
needs of  the Seniors’ 
Centre, Deputy Mayor 
John Abel quipped 
“perhaps there is a 
revenue opportunity 
here.” Please let me 
reassure you that I am 
sure Councillor Abel was 
just joking. John is one of  
the biggest supporters of  
the Centre. 

Stop the petition. Put 
away your pitchforks and 
use your walking canes 
for good, not evil. Canes 
are not weapons. But 
if  Rick keeps speeding 
through the parking lot 
on his new senior electric 
mobility scooter, police 
radar might be seen in the 
parking lot. But alas, no 
toll booth, at least not for 

now.
HUNGRY?

Good news for Aurora 
Seniors Association 
members! The volunteers 
of  the Budget Bistro 
once again start serving 
their delicious lunch this 
Wednesday, September 18. 
Join us for lunch every 
Wednesday at the Seniors’ 
Centre at noon. Only 
$4.00 per person. Your 
Bistro lunch includes a 
combo lunch, coffee/tea 
and dessert! Doors open 
at 11.45 a.m. (Tickets 
limited to 65 each day) 
No reservations needed, 
while quantities last. 
Please note that the 
numbered tickets will 
only be issued after 11:00 
am.  

MURDER MYSTERY
On Friday, September 

27th beginning at 7 
p.m., the Aurora Silver 
Stars Drama Club will 
be producing another 
Murder Mystery for your 
enjoyment!  Tickets are $5 
each and are available at 
the Reception Desk of  the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre.  
The ticket price includes 
refreshments and all ages 
are welcome.     
CORRECTION: PREVENTION 

OF ELDER ABUSE
A correction to 

a previous column 
reference. You are invited 
to join the Prevention of  
Elder Abuse Committee 
of  York Region at the 
Newmarket Optimist Club 
on Thursday, September 
26 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at 55 Forhan Avenue, 
Newmarket for their 

CALL FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Future of Culture is Bright in Aurora. Join us.
The Aurora Cultural Centre was established in 2010 as a community 
arts, culture & heritage facility in the beautifully renovated historic 
Church Street School. With strong support from the Town of Aurora,   
a responsive and enthusiastic community, and a vital Strategic Plan, 
the Centre is poised to meet an exciting future.
 
The Board of Directors of the Aurora Cultural Centre is seeking 
a small number of new members for 2013 – 2015 to add 
their heart and hands to Aurora’s cultural landscape. Are you 
interested? 

For full information about this hardworking and passionate Board 
of Directors, and the skills required at this time, please email: info@
auroraculturalcentre.ca, with Board of Directors in the subject line.

Applications are now being accepted through Friday, September 
27, 2013 at 12 pm. 

This offer is open to residents of Aurora.

Be Engaged.
Be Inspired.   

www.auroraculturalcentre.ca
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Daniels Highlands

@HighlandsTowns

register today
DanielsHighlands.com

905.821.0822

To w n h o m e s

•  Within an established community overlooking St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Course  
•  3 Bedroom Townhomes  •  9 foot ceilings  •  Stunning lower-level walkouts  

•  Wrap-around porches  •  Granite kitchen countertops  •  Oak staircases
•  Already under construction  •  Move-in 2014

An Exclusive Enclave of Townhomes Surrounded  
by Nature in Newmarket from $439,900

saturday, september 28thopening celebration and sale 

Help us celebrate on  
saturday, september 28th   

at 11am with fun fall activities, 
including face painting, 
balloon animals, cotton  
candy, delicious treats,  
refreshments and more! 

For more information about our Sale and Opening Celebration on September 28th!
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Council keeps the door open for future accessibility renos
By Brock Weir

Town Hall will keep the 
Council 0chamber as it 
is for now, while looking 
for ways to improve 
accessibility in the future. 

Aurora Councillors 
voted last week to keep the 
status quo when it comes 
to accessibility for people 
using mobility devices 
in the Council chambers. 
The chamber, currently 
serviced by two ramps 
leading down on the floor, 
has been the subject of  
much discussion recently 
on how to make things 
easier for people using 
these devices, including 
larger scooters and 
electric wheelchairs. 

Potential problems 
include the slope and 
dimensions of  the existing 
ramp.

A number of  solutions 
to rectify potential 
problems have been 
examined, including the 
possibility of  spending 
over $100,000 to raise 
the floor by one foot to 
improve ramps, and the 
installation of  lifts. 

The chamber was 
evaluated by architects 
and accessibility experts, 
including March of  Dimes 
Canada, to look at ways to 
help the situation. They 
recommended some minor 
temporary measures, such 
as carpentry work, but 
further changes would, 
according to reports 
before Councillors, have 

a financial impact on the 
town but provide only 
“moderate” results. Such 
options included raising 
the floor to remove the 
bottom “flight” of  the 
ramps at a cost of  $112,000, 
installing a stair lift for 
$45,000, and a platform lift 
at $72,000.

Keeping the status quo, 
however, was something 
which rankled Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner, a 
member of  Aurora’s 
Accessibility Advisory 
Committee. She said she 
was concerned with “no 
apparent solution” being 
put on the table. 

“This is the final 
step in a process to find 
best options to provide 
dignity and barrier-free 
access to this public 
chamber,” she said. “Our 
mandated Accessibility 
Advisory Committee 
found that none of  the 
remediated options…
meet the Accessibility 
for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act (AODA). 
Our own staff  report 
concludes by investing 
in the infrastructure of  
the Council chambers, 
the Town of  Aurora 
would be allowing people 
with disabilities the 
same opportunity to 
access while respecting 
the core principles of  
independence, dignity 
and integration and equal 
opportunity.

“I believe that this 
Council has a duty to 

respectfully accommodate 
everyone in this chamber. 
Allowing the status quo is 
neither right, nor fair.”

Supporting Councillor 
Gaertner’s argument was 
Councillor Chris Ballard. 
He said it is important to 
have everyone in Aurora 
able to easily access 
the floor of  the Council 
chamber, whether they are 
a member of  the public, 
staff, or a current or future 
member of  Council. 

“I don’t think it is good 
enough that we are able to 
hand them a microphone 
and sit at the top,” he said. 
“I don’t think it is good 
that it is going to take a fair 
bit of  work for someone 
with a mobility issue to 
come down one of  these 
ramps. I don’t think that is 
fair and I don’t think that 
lends to the dignity of  this 
Council.”

That being said, 
however, he added he 
always had concerns 
about the costs of  how 
to make this a reality 
and suggested looking 
at alternatives to make 
things easier. This was 
the general thrust around 
Council, but there were 
some disagreements on 
how to actually get to that 
point. 

“None of  the options 
provided a real solution 
that met the needs of  
everybody that qualified 
under the conditions 
of  the AODA,” said 
Councillor Michael 

Thompson. “Really the 
intent of  endorsing the 
status quo is to say we’ll 
endorse these temporary 
measures. It will do for 
a moment and [we will] 
continue to look for 
solutions and continue 
explorations. 

“By endorsing the 
status quo, I didn’t hear 
anybody saying the issue 
was over with, we were 
forgetting about it and 
moving on. We were just 
saying, based on the 
advice of  the accessibility 
committee, no single 
option endorsed all of  
these issues. We need to 
keep exploring.”

This echoed comments 
made earlier in the 
evening by Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes, 
who eventually put 
forward motions along 
with Councillor Gallo, 
formalizing continuing to 
look for solutions. 

“I want some 
consideration for the 
2014 or 2015 budget to 
take a look at Town 
Hall renovations and 
have that included in 
the accessibility of  the 
chamber,” she said. “It’s 
something we can look 
forward to and be proud 
of  for the duration of  
this building. This is not 
something that should 
stop here.”

Nevertheless, while 
Councillors voted to keep 
things as they are but 
leaving the door open to 

occasion as the Diamond Jubilee.
“I thought we should do something really special in 

the park [such as a garden], but the idea of  an accessible 
playground has far more appeal,” she said. “I can’t think 
of  a more fitting tribute to our 87-year-old monarch, both 
to the children who need an accessible playground and to 
the seniors who are part of  her generation. We would be 
killing two birds with one stone.”

Councillor Michael Thompson said based on a visit to 
a similar playground in Richmond Hill, having a further 
accessible playground in Aurora would be beneficial.

“I think it would be a wonderful opportunity to create 
something special and I look forward to learning about 
the process,” he said. “There is a way to design the 
park so that residents around it would be proud and the 
community would appreciate as well.”

An accessibility playground is intended to be a 
barrier free place to play for kids with mobility issues 
and physical challenges. An example can be seen at 
Norm Weller Park in southwest Aurora and a further 
playground is earmarked for Stewart Burnett Park near 
Leslie Street and Wellington.

the future, Councillor 
Gaertner was adamant 
that something needed to 
be done, and now was the 
time to do it.

“We need to do what is 
right and what is fair. If  it 

costs money, it costs money. 
I can’t think of  a better way 
to spend money than to 
make this very important 
seat of  government truly 
accessible to everybody,” 
she said.

Park plans proceed
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By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Tigers 
Jr. A hockey club is back 
in action and looking to 
inflict some damage on the 
opposition this season. 

This year’s version of  
the Tigers has a good mix 
of  new young talent and 
veteran skill.

The revamped squad 
took to the ice at the ACC for 
the season/home opener on 
Thursday night and did not 
disappoint, with a 5 – 2 win 
over the Toronto Lakeshore 
Patriots.

“We were a little jittery 
at the beginning; you could 
see the young guys were a 
little nervous,” said head 
coach, James Richmond 
postgame. “I thought it was 
back and forth and then in 
the third period everybody 
settled in and played the 
way they can play. The last 
12 – 14 minutes of  the game 
was all us.”

The big story of  the 
game was Calvin Higley’s 
hat trick that helped deliver 
the win for the Tigers. 
Higley, a five-year veteran 
of  the OJHL, came over to 
the Tigers in the offseason 
from the rival Newmarket 
Hurricanes.

Higley scored the 
opening goal to give the 
Tigers an early 1 – 0 lead on 
the power play just three 
minutes in.

The Patriots would 
come back to tie things up, 
but Tigers veteran Adam 
DiBrina would restore the 
lead by the end of  the first.

Play would go back and 
forth in the second, but 
it was all Aurora for the 
third, with Higley scoring 
his second and third goals 
and Noah Delmas adding 
an insurance marker on the 
power play.

Higley said the hat trick 
was rare for him, but felt 
good nonetheless.

“It feels great. It’s only 
my second one in five years, 
so it always feels good to 
score three goals.”

He also said he is looking 
forward to playing for his 
hometown Tigers after 
crossing over to the south 
side of  the Yonge St. rivalry.

“It’s a little weird, but 
I grew up playing in York-
Simcoe, so Aurora and 

Newmarket is kind of  my 
home. I live in Aurora, so 
it’s good.”

The schedule continued 
to roll ahead for the Tigers 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
but the team wasn’t able 
to keep the momentum 
moving ahead.

On Saturday, the 
Kingston Voyageurs dealt 
the Tigers a close 3 – 1 loss.

Rookie goalie Andy 
Munroe got the start for the 
Tigers after veteran Kevin 
Entmaa started the night 
before. Munroe stopped 29 
of  32 shots, but it wasn’t 
enough as he received little 
offensive support.

In fact, Kingston held a 3 
– 0 lead until another rookie, 
Jordan Peacock, scored 
the Tigers lone goal of  the 
game with just 53 seconds 
remaining in the game.

The next day the Tigers 
played their third game in 
three nights, visiting the 
North York Rangers.

Entmaa stepped back in 
between the pipes, facing 40 
shots and turning away 37.

The first period 
remained scoreless as the 
two teams attempted to 
figure one another out, but 
North York would come on 
strong in the second, taking 
a 2 – 0 lead into the third.

Michael Laidley cut the 
Rangers’ lead in half  on the 
power play two minutes in, 
but North York responded 
shorthanded shortly after 
to make it 3 – 1.

The Tigers would 
continue to push, as Eric 
Williams added another 
power play goal to make it 3 
– 2, but ended up taking the 
loss as time ran down.

Although still a small 
sample size, the team is 
confident that it has what it 
needs to take the next step 
forward.

“We’ve got some real 
good veterans back and the 
new guys coming in are real 
good players,” Richmond 
said. “The Higley kid is, I 
think, one of  the top players 
in the league. Right now 
we’re missing two key guys 
out of  the lineup in [Dylan] 
Sikura and [Tyler] Boston, 
who are key power play 
guys, so when we get those 
two guys back in the lineup, 
we should be a lot better.”

The Tigers believe 
Sikura and Boston will be 
out of  the lineup for another 
four to six weeks.

Taking over the role of  
captain is returning scoring 
forward Robert Angiolella.

 “It feels great, 
obviously,” he said. “It’s 
always an honour to wear 
the ‘C’ and there could have 
been a bunch of  other guys 
to wear it, but I was lucky 
enough to be chosen, so that 
feels good.”

Angiolella said this 
year’s Tigers have a bit of  
a different look than last 
year’s veteran laden squad.

“We lost I think seven 
or eight guys – some of  our 
older guys – and brought 
in some new younger guys, 
but they have a lot of  skill 
and are hard workers and 
I think we have the right 
mix of  older guys that we 
need. It’s going to be a good 
season.”

The Tigers return home 
for tilts against Orangeville 
on Friday and Whitby on 
Saturday, both at 7.30 p.m. 

GUYS, YOU’RE INVITED TO THE NEWROADS CHARITY

Boys night out
tailgate party

Sunday September 22   12-5pm

Come see the all new 2014
gmc sierra & Chevrolet Silverado  

COOL TRUCKS AND TOYS FOR BOYS!
TEST DRIVES   FOOD   PRIZES
DRAWS   GAMES   SILENT AUCTION
NFL FOOTBALL ON BIG SCREENS
$10 Registration Includes Entertainment, 2 Refreshment Tickets
For more details visit www.newroads.ca/blog/boys-night-out/
100% of the proceeds will go to the local charity, Kids Help Phone

1-877-268-8551
newroadsgm.com

18100 Yonge Street, Newmarket
(Between Davis Drive and Green Lane)
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Aurora Tigers pounce on Toronto 
for solid season start

The Aurora Tigers celebrate their first game – and first win! – of the season last 
week at the Aurora Community Centre.                               Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

Volunteers were at the Aurora Farmers’ Market early 
Saturday morning to put the finishing touches on the 
annual Walk of Hope for Ovarian Cancer. Organizers 
surpassed their $25,000 goal for this year, bringing 
the amount raised in Aurora since the walk’s inception 
to over $100,000.       Auroran photo by David Falconer
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®Registered trade-mark of Bank of Montreal.

Thank you to the Girls U9 Aurora Stingers and the Aurora community for your support and passion 
behind the 2013 BMO Team of the Week program. Through their dedication and commitment, the 
Girls U9 Aurora Stingers were selected as one of 15 BMO Team of the Week finalists across Canada.

When kids and communities rally together, so much can be achieved!

For more information visit BMOsoccer.com

Thank 
you!

@BMOTOTW

Aurora Jays force Game Five after Sunday win
By Jeff Doner

With their backs against the 
wall and the threat of  an abrupt 
end to their season looming, 
the Aurora Blue Jays senior 
men’s baseball team dug deep to 
collect a 6 – 3 win over the Bolton 
Brewers and force a game five 
in the North Dufferin Baseball 
League championships on 
Sunday.

The story of  the game 
was Ian Rettie, who pitched a 
complete game gem for the Jays, 
allowing only three runs on five 
hits through seven.

Rettie wasn’t just throwing 
fire from the mound, but also 
held a hot bat. Rettie went three 
for four and cracked a three-

run triple in the third inning 
that helped the Jays turn a 2 – 1 
deficit into a 5 – 2 lead.

From that point on, Rettie 
made sure the potent Bolton 
offence was held at bay to give 
his team a shot at playing 
another game.

“Personally, I felt very 
comfortable at the plate,” Rettie 
said. “I was seeing the ball well 
and right now I don’t feel like 
any pitcher can beat me. On the 
mound, I didn’t have my best 
stuff, but I battled, threw strikes 
and the defence came up big.”

Jay’s outfielder Mike Keon 
praised the clutch play of  his 
long-time teammate in game 
four.

“Rettie came up big,” he said. 

“He had the big hit and shut one 
of  the best hitting teams down. 
He’s our best player and he 
showed why with his game four 
performance.”

After rolling out an injury 
depleted lineup last week, 
the Jays got a couple of  their 
regulars back, but are still 
battling through some tough 
injuries.

Kevin Buck was one of  those 
returning players and filled the 
leadoff  spot that was left vacant 
after shortstop Chris Bloom 
went down with a hamstring 
injury last week in game three. 
Buck drew a walk, was beaned, 
added a hit and also scored a run 
for the Jays.

Knowing what they are up 

against in the Brewers, Rettie 
said his team needs to do more 
of  the same in game five.

“To get back in the series, we 
need to continue to play great 
defence and we need to get better 
offensively in key situations. We 
left too many runners on base in 
the first four games,” he said.

“We played a very solid 
defensive game, holding that 
team there to only three runs 
is an accomplishment and will 
give us a great shot at winning 
every time.”

Game five will be played in 
Bolton Thursday night at 7.30 
p.m.

For more information, 
stats, schedules and more, visit  
www.ndbl.ca.

Bronze for Baudin at Ontario Championship
By Sarah Smith

All-star twelve-year-
old Ryan Baudin started 
gymnastics when he was 
six years old.

Why? 
“It looked like a lot of  

fun!”
As a Provincial Men’s 

Artistic Gymnastics 
(MAG) competitor, Ryan 
and his teammates train 
at least twelve hours a 
week preparing routines 
on six different apparatus:  
pommel horse, vault, 
rings, high bar, parallel 
bars, and floor exercise.  

Ryan enjoys the 
diversity of  Artistic 
Gymnastics, which brings 
about improved strength, 
power, balance, agility 
and more.

In addition to the many 
physical gains from his 
gymnastics experience, 
Ryan says he has also 
learned “to never give 
up on something I really 
want to achieve, and to do 
the best I can to make it 
happen.”

“I learned to be patient, 
and to stay focused on the 
objectives my coaches 
give me.”

Ryan’s favourite event 
is vault, where he earned 
his first ever Silver medal.  
Finishing third overall at 
the Burlington Provincial 
Qualifier was the 
highlight of  his 2012/2013 
season.

Asked about his short 
and long-term goals, Ryan 
responds, “My goal for 
the upcoming season is 

to get all my skills and 
routines, and do the best 
I can. My long term is to 
reach to the highest level 
in gymnastics that I can.”

Ryan adds, “I want 
to thank my coaches for 
training me and giving me 
the opportunity to achieve 
my greatest season last 
year. I also want to say 
that Evolution is a great 
place to train and I am 
grateful for all the support 
that I get from my coaches 
and all the staff  at EGA!”

In recognition of  
Ryan’s podium finish at 
last season’s Provincial 
Championships, Ryan 
will join 3 of  his EGA 
teammates as an award 
recipient at the upcoming 
Sport Aurora Breakfast of  
Champions.

Aurora Jays’ Ian Rettie

Photo by David Anderson
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Prices and speci� cations are subject to change without prior notice.  E. & O.E.

CratesLanding.com

THE BEAUTY OF LAKE SIMCOE.

   NOW AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE.

L A K E SI MC OE

PICTURE IT. An early morning a� er a sound sleep. You grab your co� ee, 
step out onto the terrace, and watch the � rst sailboats slip out of the marina. 

It’s a great start to another great day, living at Crates Landing.

Now we’re presenting special new pricing on the great selection of 
1, 2 and 3 bedroom suites still available in the Grand Marina Condominium, 

many with expansive waterfront terraces.  

Now Starting from the low

  
$400’s

NOW 70% SOLD

Great Suites Still Available

REGISTER NOW! 

SEPTEMBER SALES EVENT

CratesLanding.com

AUGU-CRA-A-AD-AURORAN-SEPT16-1.indd   1 13-09-16   1:50 PM
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Continued on page 25

w w w . w e l l s t l o f t s . c o m Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. © 
2012 Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts. All rights reserved.

The Wells Street School
Originally built as the Aurora High School in 1892, the Wells Street School was rebuilt in 1923, 
renovated in 1952, and retired in 2009. Today, however, there’s anticipation in the air as the 
building begins a new life as the Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts.  

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK.COM/WELLSTLOFTS

Rejuvenated building. After educating generations of kids, the Wells 
Street School doors are finally opening again. We invite you to select from one 
and two-bedroom lofts,some with dens, or spacious two-level penthouses, all 
featuring your choice of traditional or contemporary finishes.     

5% down payment till occupancy

Up to $10,000 in upgrades

Free Rogers installation and services for 6 months

Walking distance. Just a short walk to downtown Aurora where you can 
experience great shopping, dining, and loads of entertainment. Or, if you 
prefer some big city excitement, you’re just minutes from the GO Station and 
easy access to Toronto.     

NEW LOCATION AS OF AUG. 1ST 2013
 

 

905-727-4651

Come visit us at

AURORA GREENHOUSE

www.auroragreenhouse.ca

225 Industrial Pkwy S, Unit #23 Aurora, On.
We face to the north and we have parking right outside our unit. 
We still have cut flowers, planter baskets, gift gaskets and more 

space to specialize in larger Weddings and special events!

www.auroragreenhouse.ca

We’ve 
MOVED!

Rather than heckling coaches while his own children were on the field or on the ice, 
Lowell McClenny decided to take matters into his own hands and do something 
about it – and was named Citizen of the Year in the process.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Lowell McClenny is not one to 
watch from the sidelines

By Brock Weir

It’s a story anyone 
with kids in organized 
sports is all too familiar 
with – a parent sits on the 
sidelines watching their 
son or daughter hit the 
field, and then sitting on 
their hands and trying 
not to grind their teeth 
when they disagree with 
a play by a coach or ref.

Where this story 
differs, however, is unlike 
some parents who heckle 
and embarrass their 
kids from the bleachers 
and sidelines taking the 
coaches to task, Lowell 
McClenny decided to do 
something about it. 

Mr. McClenny, a 
retired superintendent of  
the York Regional Police, 
was singled out for his 
efforts for young people 
in sport by being named 
Aurora’s Citizen of  the 
Year in 1984. It was a 
surprise to Mr. McClenny 
as he came to Canada Day 
celebrations completely 
unaware of  what was to 
come.

For him, it was nice for 
his work to be recognized, 
but it was a labour of  
love. 

Nominated for his 
involvement with local 
minor sports, having 
progressed through the 
ranks from his initial 
election to the board 
of  directors of  Aurora 
Minor Hockey to a nearly 
10 year term under its 
presidency, his efforts 

extended beyond hockey 
to other sports, including 
lacrosse.

“I got involved with 
sports because of  both 
my boys and my oldest 
one really brought it to 
light,” he recalls. “He was 
being coached in hockey 
by a fellow I didn’t think 
was really doing the job 
he could. He didn’t seem 
to be interested in the 
team in the few weeks and 
months I was watching. 
You get a little bit more 
infuriated as you watch 
because I thought there 
could be more put into 
what was going on.”

Taking his concerns 
to the president of  the 
Aurora Minor Hockey 
Association (AMHA), 
he was encouraged to 
act on his concerns and 
run for their executive. 
After that, there was no 
turning back. During his 
terms as a director and 
then president, he took 
on coaching duties in 
house league and select 
hockey, and eventually 
coaching and refereeing 
local lacrosse for about 
five years. 

While it initially 
started out of  concerns 
for his sons not getting 
all they should out of  
Canada’s national games, 
it was soon a labour of  
love working to better the 
lives of  all Aurora youth 
who might have wanted 
to venture onto the field 
or ice. 

“It was about the 

opportunity to work 
with youth,” says Mr. 
McClenny of  minor 
sports. “Over the years, 
there were a lot of  young 
people who came through 
that needed some type 
of  direction in terms 
of  being involved with 
team sports. Some of  
their parents didn’t have 
an overabundance of  
money. You wanted to see 
these kids have the same 
opportunities as everyone 
else, and I can tell you 
many times in rep hockey 
of  putting my hand in 
my pocket and covering 
the expense of  some of  
these kids because they 
were part of  the team and 
needed to have that same 
opportunity the other 
boys did.”

As an Aurora native, 
Mr. McClenny could 
certainly empathise 
with the kids as his 
upbringing was not 
without some degree of  
struggle. His earliest jobs 
were packing groceries 
and then stocking shelves 
at a local IGA store, but 
he left school in Grade 10 
to help his father with his 
milk business. 

Some of  his earliest 
memories are hopping 
up onto his dad’s horse-
drawn milk wagon – his 
father owned a franchise 
milk route through 
certain sections of  
Aurora for Cousins Dairy 
– and meeting the people 
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Fresh Local ORIGINAL

4
GREAT
SUMMER

BEERS

TO SUMMER

$8.95
AT THESE LCBO LOCATIONS
Now Available

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD & BAYVIEW AVE

DAVIS & YONGE

LESLIE & DAVIS DRIVE

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

Now that 
the autumn 
is here, you 
expect the 
weather to 
be somewhat 
cooler and 
wetter, but you 
don’t expect the 
widely varying 
weather we 
saw this past 
week. 

From temperatures in 
the mid 30’s mid-week to the 
freezing temperatures some 
of  the farmers had to deal 
with at the end of  the week, 
it was bizarre. One of  our 
farmers told me that they 
were out in the middle of  the 
night Friday smudging their 
tender crops-lighting bales 
of  straw on fire to keep the 
freezing mist from settling 
on the crop. 

It was another reminder 
of  just how much successful 
farming is at the whim of  
Mother Nature.

After being soaked two 
weeks ago at the Market 
on our Apples and Honey 
Festival day, we were all 
delighted to have pleasant, 
sunny weather this past 
weekend. Some of  us were 
so happy to see the sun that 
we didn’t put up our tents. 

The nice weather brought 
out the crowds and it was, by 
all accounts, a great Market 
day. However, I feel badly for 
the eight or so “en plein air” 
artists who bravely put up 
with the ghastly conditions 
to paint outdoors in the 
Market neighbourhood the 
previous week.

One of  the artists was 
the same intrepid artist who 
was the only one who stayed 
last year in equally wet and 
miserable conditions. It was 
exciting to see the paintings 
come to life as you watched 
and sincere Market thanks 
to all the talented and brave 
artists who stayed to paint 
that day. Thank you also to 
the wonderful Wild Walker 
Band.

Now I’d like to introduce 
you to a husband and wife 
team who are at the Market 
together for the first time. 
Caroline and Brian of  
Sassy Chameleon began 
selling premium teas and 
homemade sauces in the 
local community just this 
year and have received an 
overwhelmingly positive 
response. 

They first sold gourmet 
foods at special events in 
1992 and also published a 
short Christmas cookbook 
that same year.

Both are originally from 
Markham but have lived 
in Aurora since 1999 with 
their two children, Mary 
and Brendan. Caroline’s 
entrepreneurial spirit and 
Brian’s love of  food, tea and 
developing new flavours led 
them to sell their creations 
at the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market and special events in 
the region.

Brian has been working 
in the electrical industry 
for over 25 years in the 
design and manufacturing 
of  electrical equipment 
and in the development 
of  electrical codes and 
standards. Caroline is an 
Art Instructor for the York 
Region Separate School 
Board and the Varley Art 
Gallery. 

She also runs Caroline’s 
Art Lab, leading engaging 
art programmes for children 
through weekend classes, 

summer camp 
and special 
holiday classes. 
This actually 
marks the 
second time 
that Caroline 
has been a part 
of  our Market—
she sold her 
d e l i g h t f u l 
handcrafted 
jewellery here a 

few years ago.

This is their recipe for 
Irish Soda bread:

2 cups of  flour
1tsp. salt 
1/2tsp. baking soda
11/2 tablespoons  

      baking powder
1 cup of  buttermilk
2 tablespoons of  butter
Extra flour
Sift all the dry ingredients 

into a bowl. Combine the 
buttermilk and butter 
together in a separate 
bowl. Gradually add the 
dry ingredients and start 
blending with the buttermilk 
and butter. 

Dust a board with flour. 
Roll the batter onto the 

board and knead. Make sure 
the batter is coated with the 
flour so it doesn’t stick to the 
board. Knead for one minute. 
Grease a loaf  pan and lightly 
dust with flour. Score the top 
of  the loaf  with a knife.

Bake at 350F for 45 
minutes. Wrap in a tea towel 
and set the loaf  aside until it 
cools.

September is a very 
busy time at the Market. 
Our next Special Event is 
this weekend, September 21 

with our Pumpkin Festival. 
We’re asking our vendors 
to have as many pumpkin 
themed products as possible 
so you can expect the gourds 
themselves, as well as 
pumpkin pies, cookies, tarts 
loaves and soups.  

There will be a pumpkin 
carving contest and there 
will be pumpkin themed 
crafts for the children. New 
this year, as part of  the 
York Region’s Farm Fresh 
programme, we are part of  
a Pumpkin Pie Trail along 
with several farms and 
farmers’ markets in the 
region.

There will be 
entertainment at the 
bandshell, including a solo 
guitarist. At the same time, 
there will be a multi-cultural 
day at the Magna/State 
Farm location where they 
will have old recipes, crafts 
and other pioneer-themed 
materials.

The following week, 
September 28, is our 
Culinary Arts day at the 
Market as part of  the Federal 
Culture Days celebration. 
That’s when our Market 
chefs will be preparing 
dishes from ingredients 
sourced at the Market for the 
public to sample. 

This year, in honour of  
Aurora’s sesquicentennial, 
the theme is “the foods of  
yesteryear”. I don’t want to 
spoil the surprise so I’ll whet 
your appetites by telling you 
that there will be a delicious 
soup and Crepes Suzette 
among the dishes being 
prepared. We’re hoping to 
have recipes of  the dishes 
available for the public. 

This event was a great 
success last year so plan to 
come to sample the chefs’ 
tasty creations this year. 

See you at the Market!

Hillary House takes part in Culture Days 
By Erika Manassis

Marketing  
and Events Assistant

Aurora Historical Society 

On Saturday, September 
28, Hillary House will be 
opening its doors for a day 
of  music, tours, art, and 
activities for all ages, in 
celebration of  Culture Days. 

The entire community 
is welcome for a free tour. 
September 28 will mark the 
last day of  the “open daily” 
season at Hillary House 
(May-September). 

Visits to the house after 
September 28 can be easily 
made by appointment, but 
soon the 2013 exhibits will 
be de-installed, so don’t 
miss this last chance to view 
them! 

Built in 1862, Hillary 
House is Aurora’s only 
National Historic Site (NHS). 
The NHS status comes from 
its architecture, as it is one 
of  the best known examples 
of  domestic Gothic Revival 

architecture in Canada. 
The Gothic Revival 

movement was a reaction to 
the growing restlessness of  
the 19th century. The style, 
reflected here in Aurora 
by the peaks and intricate 
arches of  Hillary House, 
appealed to the imagination 
and provided a perfect 
backdrop for popular novels 
and poetry. 

We are lucky to have 
such an interesting piece of  
architectural history as part 
of  the setting of  our day-to-
day lives here in Aurora. 

Inside the house, rooms 
have been restored to 
show the passing of  time. 
The main rooms are each 
decorated to reflect a specific 
decade, and will have period-
appropriate music playing 
as you tour each space. There 
will be guides in every room 
to share their knowledge 
and answer questions about 
the history of  the house, the 
Hillary family, or any of  the 
artefacts on display. 

Hillary House offers 
more than just remarkable 
historical exhibits and 
displays! From 2.00 – 4.00 
pm on September 28, Hillary 
House will be hosting 
an open mic for local 
performers! Musicians, 
singers, and bands of  
various genres will perform 
on the grounds during this 
free open mic concert.

Culture Days at Hillary 
House will also represent the 
culmination of  a month-long 
photo contest. Throughout 
September Aurorans are 
invited to view four historic 
photos from the Hillary 
Collection on the Hillary 
House Facebook page. 
To enter they must come 
to Hillary House prior to 
September 25, recreate one 
of  the historic photos, then 
submit it to ahs@aurorahs.
com. 

The photos will be 
reviewed and posted to the 
AHS Facebook page. The 
public will be asked to vote 

on the photo by “liking” it on 
Facebook. Winning photos 
will be displayed in Hillary 
House on September 28! 

Hillary House plays an 
important role in Aurora’s 
culture and stands as a 
testament to the town’s 
vibrant heritage. The 
Aurora Historical Society, 
which owns and operates 
Hillary House, is dedicated 
to the ongoing preservation 
and restoration of  this 
important piece of  local 
heritage. 

Enjoy this piece of  the 
past during Culture Days! 

For more information 
about Hillary House 
National Historic Site 
of  any of  the upcoming 
events please visit 
aurorahistoricalsociety.ca.
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Coming Events

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/planningprojects | 905-727-3123 ext. 4346 or ext. 4349

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

OPEN HOUSE #2 
Town of Aurora Comprehensive Zoning By-law Review
The Town of Aurora is conducting a Comprehensive Zoning By-law Review. 

The review applies to all lands within The Town of Aurora. This second Open House will outline 
the Zoning By-law Review process. Staff will be available to discuss the steps in the process, 
provide an update from Open House #1 held on Monday, June 24 and receive preliminary 
comments and input.

Landowners, business owners, property developers and members of the public are invited to 
provide input into the review. 

A statutory Public Meeting will be held in autumn 2013 and advertised at a later date.

 
Background information is available on the Town’s web site at www.aurora.ca/planningprojects   

Date:  Thursday, September 26

Time:   5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Location:  Aurora Town Hall, Holland Room, 100 John West Way

Contact:  Town of Aurora Planning & Development Services 
  Glen Letman at 905-727-3123, ext. 4346 
  Jeff Healey at 905-727-3123, ext. 4349

$300
napoleonfireplaces.com

*
*FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Please call for details

Round The Bend Farm PUMPKINS

Admission $3/person or $10/family of 4
Brian & Sue Feddema

16225 Jane St. 905-727-0023

Pumpkins $100
and up

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm

Sat. 9am-5pm
CLOSED SUNDAYS

* WAGON RIDES * BBQ FUNDRAISER * CORN MAZE * SCARECROWS

Bring the kids & choose from 1000s 
of pumpkins, have a wagon ride, visit 
the animals & play in the mazes!

FARM FRESH TURKEYS

905-727-0023
16225 Jane St., KettlebyOpen

Holiday Monday

ROUND THE BEND FARM

12 TO 24+ LBS.
$3.25 per pound
Available for pick-up

Friday, October 11 ~ 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 12 ~ 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

for Thanksgiving!
Order
today!

TIME SENSITIVE
MATERIAL

PLEASE RETURN
PROOFED 

WITHIN AN HOUR 
OF  RECEIPT,
THANK YOU

905-729-2287
FAX: 905-729-2541

kvweekly@bellnet.ca

  Proofed and
  approved by 
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REVISED PROOF

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Mea Culpa
There have been many media pundits as of  late 

and a seemingly equal number in the chattering 
classes in loud lament concerning the lack of  interest 
in municipal politics – as evidenced by the low voter 
turnout in election after election.  

Worse still is the relative dearth of  candidates 
willing to stand for office – any office. And let’s not even 
go near the topic of  gender and minority representation 
in those seeking office. Fat chance of  that!

Many have banged the drum loudly that we need 
more people, from all walks of  life, to run for office, to 
shake things up, to foster the real change that can only 
come from within. I am sure you have heard enough of  
that blather to get the picture.

However, how is one to promote civic engagement 
and civic service as represented by public office when 
the only examples we have are our local Municipal 
governments?

If  local politics is the yardstick by which we measure 
effective governance, then I fear we are watching our 
collective elected body engage in a mad scramble of  a 
limbo dance under an ever lowering pole.

Before I get emails accusing me of  “picking” on 
this Council, let me say that Aurora’s Council is no 
worse than some of  the others, and certainly better 
than many.  At least we can take solace in the fact that 
“someone” in our Town Hall has not hired plainclothes 
policemen to sit in the audience of  a council meeting, 
to lay in wait for a resident to “get out of  line” while 
watching said meeting and then have them arrested for 
overly exuberant clapping. Thank heavens for small 
mercies, eh?

That’s a pretty low bar by anyone’s estimation. But 
back to our fair Town.  

At the close of  the three plus hours of  my life that 
I spent watching what passed for informed discourse, 
I thought to myself, “No person in their right might 
would willingly subject themselves to the torture that 
is a municipal Council meeting…”

Yes, it was that bad.
Why, you might ask? Because of  the inanity of  it 

all.  Despite the importance of  their role, despite the 
importance of  the decisions they make, Council debates 
frequently devolve into petty squabbles or excruciating 
dissections of  the minutiae of  council matters – and 
last week’s was a typical example.  

Consider this: Council spent upwards of  nearly an 
hour “debating” whether sports representatives should 
be on a Cultural ad hoc committee. Then why, if  “sport” 
was to be included, why wasn’t soccer, or hockey? Why 
aren’t religious groups included? Which religious 
groups? And on and on and on it went!  

Haggling over the composition of  an Adhoc 
committee for anything more than five minutes is just 
ridiculous. Is the scope of  their work appropriate? 
Check. Is there adequate opportunity for broad public 
input? Check. Will Council be the ultimate arbiter of  
how to move forward? Check! Then move on! 

By 9.30 they had only dealt with three agenda items. 
One would think that there were better things to do, 
better things to discuss than committee composition. 
Decisions are made at glacial speed.  

It takes all one’s self  control not to shout out, “for the 
love of  Pete, hurry up and decide something!”

But what’s that expression, careful what you wish 
for? Sometimes they make rather quick decisions that 
simply boggle the mind – as was the case with the big-
ticket Diamond Jubilee Park.  A $180 thousand dollar 
plus expenditure all in a matter of  minutes.

There’s no rhyme or reason to the decision-making. 
No consistency of  process. What is consistent? 
Inordinate amount of  time is spent in debate that is 
dominated by hyperbole and histrionics rather than 
substance.

As a result, Council meetings are most often a head-
scratching, hair-pulling, red-hot-poker to the eye agony 
of  an experience the magnitude of  which one cannot 
fully understand until one is sitting at that table.  

And frankly, then it’s too late.  (Unless you are 
Holyday, then you can jump ship and run for a different 
office…but I digress).

After watching – or enduring? – last week’s Council 
meeting, I offer my most sincerest apologies to those 
folks who were/are considering a run for office due 
to my encouragements (or admonishments, take your 
pick). I offer a heartfelt mea culpa.  

By all means, please run for Council. But when 
you’re sitting at that table with a bald patch on your 
head from all the hair you’ve pulled out, don’t say I 
didn’t warn you.

Until next week, stay informed, stay involved 
because this is, after all, Our Town.

ONGOING
Women’s Centre of  York 

Region is collecting Personal 
Care Products (ex. Shampoo, 
shower gel) to support financially 
vulnerable clients. If  you would 
like to participate in this drive, 
please drop off  your new/unused 
donations at 120 Harry Walker 
Parkway, Newmarket, Monday to 
Friday, 9-4.30 p.m., or call/visit us 
at 905-853-9270 or www.wcyr.ca.

* * * * 
Tickets are now on sale for 

the third annual Empty Bowls 
fundraiser hosted by the Pine 
Tree Potters Guild on December 
5. With dinner tickets already sold 
out, lunch tickets are available 
from Meridian Credit Union on 
Wellington Street, and Vic’s Shoe 
Repair. Tickets are 45 and will 
benefit local charities.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Artists Greg Locke and Miiko 

of  the current glass and abstract 
painting gallery exhibition and sale 
Abstractions discuss “Breaking 
the Rules”; what they needed to 
know in order to create their art. 
Join the Aurora Cultural Centre 
for a fascinating conversation; 
artist talk at 1 p.m.  – all welcome. 
For info call 905-713-1818, or check 
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
The Aurora Tigers Minor 

Hockey Teams will host an 
electronic waste drop off  today 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Aurora 
Go Station (121 Wellington Street 
East). Partnered with Global 
Electric Electronic Processing, the 
proceeds from the drop-off  event 
and accompanying bake sale and 
raffle will help support the Aurora 
Tigers during the 2013/2014 season. 
Members of  the public are invited 
to come and take photos with the 
Tigers and Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
at 1 p.m. Accepted items include 
unwanted or obsolete electronic 
devices such as computers and 
peripherals, laptops, monitors, 
keyboards, printers, batteries and 
cell phones.

* * * * 
Bereaved Families of  York 

Region will host their 6th annual 
Butterfly Release and Walk to 
Remember today in the gazebo at 
Fairy Lake. Events run from 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. The event consists 
of  a ceremony and the release of  
hundreds of  Monarch Butterflies 
followed by a passive walk to 
remember. The day helps us to 
express our sorrow for the loss of  
our loved ones and to celebrate 
and honour their memory The day 
also includes inspirational songs 
and readings, the release of  doves, 
children’s butterfly colouring 
activity, a picnic - either bring 
your own or purchase food and 
refreshments from the Optimist 
Club of  Aurora - with proceeds 
going to Bereaved Families - York 
Region

SEPTEMBER 21 – 22
Arts Society King presents 

the Fifth Annual Schomberg 
Village Street Gallery Saturday 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Meander along historic Main 
Street, soak up the ambiance and 
view original works of  art from 
local and regional artists with 
a range of  media, including oil, 
acrylic, watercolour, photography, 
jewellery and rug hooking. Horse 
drawn carriage rides will be 
available Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. For more information, visit 
www.schomberg.ca. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Fall evening instructional 

programs for adults and children 
start today at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, 22 Church Street. From 
Mixed Media and Cartooning & 
Anime for children, to ukulele, 
guitar, photography, various 
fine arts, wood carving – and 
more. Register in person, or 
over the phone. For full program 
information check  www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca, or call 
905-713-1818.

SEPTEMBER 23 – DECEMBER 9
Wavestage Theatre Company 

will host an eight week acting 
Masterclass Program beginning 
September 23 running on select 
dates through December 9. 
Working with an experienced 
director, you will develop a 
practical understanding of  text 
and character, basic vocal and 
movement skills, and plenty of  
tips and techniques to keep you 
relaxed in audition scenarios. 
The masterclass will be looking 
at specific acting techniques and 
skills, drawing from practitioners 
such as Stanislavski and Meisner, 
to make scenes come alive, bring 
believable characters into being, 
and learn to create magical 
moments on stage as an actor. For 
more information, contact Sarah 
Kyle at wavestagetheatre@gmail.
com.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Garden Aurora! The Aurora 

Garden Club invites you to hear 
Tom Brown and Susan Meisner 
speak on the Making Of  Spindle 
Tree Gardens, a breathtaking 
labour of  love spread over 20 acres. 
Be inspired by 1000’s of  bulbs, 
perennial walks, rose gardens and 
a unique walled kitchen garden 
at 8 p.m. at the Royal Canadian 
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway 
North. For more information, visit 
www.gardenaurora.com. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Hospice King-Aurora invites 

you to attend their 30th annual 
general meeting this morning at 
11.30 a.m. through 1 p.m. at the 
Sacred Heart Parish Centre (14485 
Jane Street, king City). The speaker 
is Patricia Mosnia, Director of  the 
Regional Hospice Palliative Care 
program. Patricia will speak to us 
regarding the future of  palliative 
care in our area and the program’s 
plans for “the right care at the 
right time in the right place.” For 
more information, visit www.
hospicekingaurora.ca or call 905-
727-6815. RSVP by September 20. 

* * *  *
EDOYR presents a free 

“Zentangle” workshop today in 
conjunction with Culture Days. It 
is a fun, easy and deeply relaxing 
day to spend the day. Supplies are 
provided and all you need is a 
pen and paper to create your own 
zentangle. Space is limited. For 
more information, contact EDOYR 
at info@edoyr.com or call 905-886-
6632. 6 – 8 p.m. 

* * *  *
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre 

Silver Stars Drama Club will 
host another Murder Mystery 
for your enjoyment beginning 
at 7 p.m. at the Centre (90 John 
West Way). Tickets are $5 and 
include refreshments. They can be 
purchased at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre reception desk. All ages 
are welcome. A massive hurricane 
cuts off  access to the mainland as 
a mob boss is electrocuted in his 
bath at an exclusive tropical island 
resort.   The other guests all seem 
to have issues with the victim.   Is it 
murder or accidental death? Come 
out on September 27 and help solve 
this murder!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 

Church Street, welcomes everyone 
to free Culture Days activities at the 
Centre from 1 – 4 p.m.. Professional 
filmmakers John Watson & Rob 
Comeau present a free filmmaking 
workshop from 1 – 4 p.m.: create 
your own video that will be edited 
following the event ready to submit 
to the Multimedia Film Festival 
of  York Region. No experience or 
equipment necessary; registration 
open to those ages 12 – adult. 
Meanwhile, join artists Michelle 
van Nie and Robin Burnett of  the 
exhibition A Sense of  Place in the 
Great Hall Gallery, and contribute 
to a community encaustic art 
project specially-created for 
today. Part of  the Aurora Cultural 
Roundtable series of  events 
celebrating this pan-Canadian 
initiative this weekend! For full 
event information check  www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca, or call 
905-713-1818.

* * * * 
Canadian Sport for Life 

presents a free seminar today 
from 12 noon – 5 p.m. on Physical 
Literacy. The event will take place 
at Seneca King Campus, featuring 
Dr. Dean Kriellaars from the 
University of  Manitoba Faculty of  
Medicine. Space is limited. Contact 
Sport Aurora for details.

* * * * 
King Bible Church hosts their 

Community Fun Fair featuring 
an 18’ Screamer Slide, 60’ Obstacle 
Course, farm, exotic animals, 
live music, and much more. For 
more information, visit www.
kingbiblechurch.com.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3
The French Toastmasters 

Club, FrancoFun, meets today 
at 7.30 p.m. at the Richmond 

Hill Retirement Residence  (70 
Bernard Avenue). The French 
Toastmasters Club serves 
members in Aurora, Newmarket, 
and Richmond Hill. For more 
information, contact Anne Lucie 
at annelucie.setrakian@mail.
com. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 

22 Church Street is proud to 
announce that Canada’s favourite 
pianist John Sheard of  CBC 
radio’s The Vinyl Cafe fame has 
created a concert series just for us! 
Tonight’s kick-off  presents John 
at the keys, with Prairie Oyster 

frontman Russell deCarle, and 
Steve Briggs on guitar. Tickets $25 
in advance, or $30 day of  concert. 
Doors open 7.30 p.m.; concert at 8 
p.m. General admission seating; 
cash bar. Fully accessible venue; 
elevator at north entrance. This 
kick-off  concert is part of  “The 
Great Reunion” concert series, 
featuring three memorable 
evenings of  John at the keys, with 
special guests at his side. Check 
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca, or 
drop by the Centre to discover the 
full line-up of  guests he’s lined 
up for these exclusive 2013/14 
concerts, and for special series 
pricing.
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

GREENCITY Our quality work 
speaks for itself.

130 Hollidge Blvd., AURORA (o� Bayview) Unit B-12, L4G 8A3

Call 905-503-1118 for estimate
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For All Your Quality Flooring Needs... 

www.greencity�ooring.com  |  info@greencity�ooring.com

FLOORING

For more promotions, 
please visit our 

showroom or website

3 -1/2” Red Oak 
Engineered Hardwood

                      FREE installation

We specialize in 
Hardwood Stair Case Finish

/sqf 
99$3

The Royal: where farmers are the stars
By Constance Scrafield 

All the elements that 
a person loves about the 
Royal Winter Fair will be 
there this year, but there 
will be some real changes 
to delight this year’s 
visitors. 

Marketing manager, 
Karen Poncelet, told us 
earlier this week in a 
telephone interview, “This 
year, we are more focused 
on the animals and the 
great way they contribute 
to our lives.”

This year, the 
excitement about 
animals is centred in the 
President’s Choice Royal 
Animal Theatre, the big 
news around the Royal 
this year in many ways. 
An installation of  2,500 
seats, it is an area able 
to accommodate a large 
audience and big enough 
to show off  the action the 
animals will provide.

“It’s an actual theatre,” 
Ms Poncelet assured us.

This arrangement 
replaces and augments 
both the Super Dogs and 
the Spirit of  the Horse 
rings. In addition to the 
dogs, there are the Super 
Goats – just imagine! 
Along with the amazing 
animals come several 
amazing people.

Sylvia Zerbini, 
formerly with Cavallia, 
is bringing her white 
Arabians to demonstrate 
her wonderful bond with 
her equine family. She and 
they will be performing 
both in the Animal 
Theatre, as well as the 
evening horse shows in 
the Coliseum.

Gary MacLean, 
an Australian ‘Horse 
Whisperer’, will show 
how simple it is to 
communicate and work 
with a horse to calm and 
train it. His method of  
communicating with a 
horse on its own terms 
will fascinate you.

Victoria Stilwell uses 
the same basic principal 
with dogs, once again 
understanding their mode 
of  communication and 
adapting herself  to that 
in her version of  dog 
whispering.

Meanwhile, Lauren 
Borden communicates 
with all animals on a 
telepathic level. Do not let 
yourself  be cynical about 
this. Come and see the 
lady prove her abilities. 
It is a gift she has had 
from childhood and she 
will surprise the most 

doubtful.
All these remarkable 

people will be showing 
their talents at the Animal 
Theatre.

Dogs will herd sheep; 
horse breeders will trot 
out their equines; Jack 
Russell Terriers will race; 
and there will be many 
more surprises. All the 
action in the theatre is free 
of  charge and, this year, 
as Ms Poncelet promised, 
“Everyone will get a seat.”

Ms Poncelet herself  is 
a “loyal Royal person,” 
who has been coming as a 
visitor to the Royal since 
she was a child, although 
she only saw for the 
first time one of  the big 
international horse shows 
for which the Royal is 
famous two years ago.

“I saw an Olympic rider 
jumping a horse over a 
huge jump and then over a 
brick wall – and I couldn’t 
believe it. I told them, you 
can’t imagine how it is 
for a person to see this for 
the first time,” said Ms 
Poncelet.

When asked what she 
did do at the Royal all 
those years if  she did not 
go to the horse show, she 
explained, “We came to see 
all the other animals. We 
loved the chickens and all 
the things that go on at the 
Royal.”

The food focus at the 
Royal this time is on how 
the food gets to the table.

Too many urban people 
never consider what it 
takes for the mountain of  
food at the supermarkets 
to actually arrive.

They have no idea 
about the conditions and 
labour that is required to 
raise and bring the crops 
from the fields and place 
them within easy reach for 
purchase and preparation.

There will be the 
Amazing Food Journey, 
which will be built like 
a maze, following this 
amazing trip of  seeds in 
the ground on the farm to 
carrots on the plate, as it 
were.

“There’ll be an area 
called ‘Agtivity’ with a 

sand box full of  grain 
and all sorts of  things 
for children to do to 
understand how food is 
grown,” Ms Poncelet told 
us, “and 10 education 
centres for talking to 
people who grow the food. 
They’re the real experts. 
This is For the Love of  
Food. ”

Naturally, cooking has 
been a great part of  the 
Royal for the last few years 
and it is again this year, 
with some variations on 
the theme.

Ms Poncelet explained, 
“One of  the chef  challenges 
has already begun. 
In four communities 
around Ontario, there are 
competitions amongst 
three restaurants in each 
city to see and the chef  
will come to the Royal. 
They are Brooklyn, Paris, 
Niagara and Collingwood.

Some major hotels 
are also competing in the 
Chef’s Challenge

“On the cooking 
stage,” she told us, “the 
folks from George Brown 
College are coming for 
demonstrations but with 
more participation with 
the audience. This will be 
the place for conversations 
about sustainability.”

Naturally, there will be 
plenty of  places to eat and 
many vendors most willing 
to get you going with your 
Christmas (and otherwise) 
shopping.

An overall three year 
plan has been put together 
by the Royal’s executives, 
Gabe Simms, Ms Poncelet 
and CEO, Sandra Banks.

With it, they hope to 
inspire young people 
to want to come to this 
fair, the largest indoor 
agricultural fair in North 
America, with a lot of  
years behind it: a Toronto 
tradition.

“People should not 
miss the Royal this year,” 
Ms Poncelet declared. 
“There’s a lot that’s new. 
This is like the Olympics 
of  Agriculture.”

Tickets go on sale 
Thursday on the Royal’s 
website, www.royalfair.org.
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campaigning in Austria – and taking his shirt off !
“I thank you from the bottom of  my heart for 

supporting the Hoedown for so many years and it is 
awesome [the support for] this awesome community 
that we have.”

For Magna CEO Don Walker, the annual event 
is about being good corporate citizens within the 
community where so many of  their employees live. 
The reason Magna is able to do this year in and year out 
is because of  their corporate constitution, dedicating 
two per cent of  their profits to give back to charity.

“Since Aurora is the location of  our head office and 
is such a great tradition, it is an honour for Magna and 
me personally to have the Hoedown put on and raise 
all the money that was put on for all the attendees,” he 
said, pointing out over 400 volunteers on the ground 
within the tent brought from various community 
partners getting an equal stake in all the proceeds 
raised in the event.

Also on hand was Aurora Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, 
welcoming his counterparts from King Township, 
Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, and Georgina to the 
stage in what he described as the “heart of  York 
Region.”

“Thank you so much to all our sponsors and a 
huge, sincere thanks to the Stronach family, the 
Magna Corporation, for the work you have done in the 
communities,” he said. “We are truly blessed to have 
Magna as a corporate citizen. You can’t understand 
how much they do for us.”

Whether or not people in the audience did or not 
remains to be seen, but the volunteers on the ground 
were certainly feeling the love. Colleen Zakoor, 
Executive Director of  Community Living Newmarket-
Aurora, a local charity providing assistance for adults 
with intellectual disabilities, was one of  30 people 
from the group there to keep Hoedown ticking from 
the setup. She was looking forward to a brief  nap at 
home, before returning at 6 a.m. Sunday morning for 
the takedown.

“It is well worth everything,” she said. The blood, 
sweat and tears was all worth it. We are so proud to be 
picked. [Our share of  the proceeds] goes directly to the 
people and there are so many areas this touches. To 
raise so much all at once is just phenomenal and we 
are just so thankful to Magna for running it.”

Also expressing her thanks was Beverley Wood of  
Welcoming Arms, the Aurora-based charity bringing 
many of  the local churches together to pool their 
resources to help the community as a whole. Poring 
over a pad filled with precise long division calculations 
to get an idea of  just how much each group was to 
receive.

She was ecstatic with her number crunching.
“All the joy and the smiles on people’s faces says it 

all,” said Ms. Wood. “Everybody is having a great time 
because they are contributing to the wellbeing of  our 
community. This will make a tremendous difference to 
our programs and there is a certain amount of  joy that 
has gone into the whole process.

“The involvement and the invitation to be involved 
has lead to full hearts. They will make a difference and 
they have made a difference.”

From page 1 

(Clockwise from top right) 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
and his York Region-
al counterparts joined  
Magna’s Don Walker,  
Belinda Stronach, and 
hosts Ken Shaw and Bever-
ley Mahood to reveal the  
record breaking amount 
this year raised by Hoe-
down. If you knew lit-
tle about line dancing, 
these ladies had you 
covered with a few quick  
demonstrations. There 
was little room to move 
around as bands got 
everyone up on their 
feet. Johnny Green, 
the 2013 Hoedown  
Showdown winner was 
greeted backstage by  
Belinda Stronach.  
Marshall Dane performed 
an energetic blend 
of country and rock.  
Mahood got into the  
spirit donning a ten  
gallon hat for the show.

Auroran photos  
by David Falconer

HOEDOWN 2013 Proceeds split 25 ways
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AURORA 

CANADA’S BIRTHDAY TO
W

N150 Arts & Culture

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FREE, No obligation program trial o�er.

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

Artists open up their studios for two-day Aurora tour
By Brock Weir

Over 15 Aurora and 
York Region artists are 
putting the finishing 
touches on new 
paintings, drawings and 
sculptures this week 
ahead of  this weekend’s 
Aurora Artists Studio 
Tour.

Now in its fourth 
year, the Tour gets 
underway this 
Saturday, September 21 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
and Sunday, September 
22 at the same time 
offering tour-goers the 
chance to see inside 
eight individual artists’ 
studios.

Organizing this 
year’s tour is abstract 
and contemporary artist 
Deborah Campo who 
will once again open 
her James Henry Drive 
studio to the public. 
For her – as well as the 
organizing committee – 
this weekend will be the 
culmination of  a full 
year’s worth of  work 
and organization which 
began almost as soon as 
the least pair of  feet left 
their studios in 2012. 

“As soon as we finish 
in September, we end 
up having a potluck 
get together of  artists 
to brainstorm over the 
next year,” says Ms. 
Campo. “This year is 
particularly exciting – 
we have a new logo and 
our website changed. 
This is the serious 
month of  getting it 
together prior to the 
show.

“The tour grows, 
the artists come and 
go, and this year we 
have guests from 
Aurora, Richmond Hill, 
Newmarket, Keswick 
and Toronto. What’s 
exciting this year is 
one of  our corporate 

sponsors is Park Place 
Manor. They graciously 
allowed Maureen 
O’Leary to host Graham 
Ames, Michael Dwyer, 
Dianne Hughes, Maya 
Rodriguez and Dani 
Madger to share the 
location.”

Additional artists 
on the tour include 
Jean Beard, who will 
welcome art lovers to 
41 Delayne Drive to 
see her acrylic and 
multimedia work; 
Mariana Badescu who 
will show off  acrylics at 
250 Milestone Crescent; 
Stephanie Davidson, 
also with acrylics, 
at 73 Stoddart Drive; 
Christine Valentini 
with her multimedia 
work at 94 Old Yonge 
Street; photographers 
Margarete and Ralph 
Brunner at 15516 Leslie 
Street; Ms. Campo 
hosting artists Valerie 
Kent and Laura Brant 
at 97 James Henry 
Drive; and sculptor 
Amir Oveissian at 57 
Earl Stewart Drive. 

“There is such a 
large variety this 
year,” says Ms. Campo. 
“Emerging artists are 
brought in along with 
professional artists 
and it gives emerging 
artists the opportunity 
to show their work 
and be embraced in 
the arts and cultural 
community. 

“We anticipate over 
the years we generally 
get a good 150 people 
coming in through our 
homes over the two-day 
period and this is an 
opportunity for them 
to see the artists in 
their own environment, 
the works on display, 
and maybe even see 
the possibilities for 
commissions.”

In her experience, 

Aurora is a town that has 
its fair share of  “very 
traditional” painters 
and this year’s Artists 
Studio Tour takes the 
opportunity to show 
off  “contemporary” 
art and build a greater 
understanding of  less 
traditional artists with 
less traditional works. 

“I also think the 
general public is 
curious as to how an 
artist lives,” she says. 

In planning for this 
year, the organizers 
have paved the way for 
many firsts, keeping an 
eye on the objective to 
put their tour and, in 
turn, the community, 
on the map. To this 
end, they have had the 
tour listed in Curious: 
the Tourist Guide, 
reached out to new 
and different sponsors 
within and beyond 
Aurora, and taken the 
word out to various 
venues like the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market and 
the Newmarket jazz+ 
Festival. 

In addition, as Aurora 
gets ready to conclude 
its 150th anniversary 
celebrations this month, 
the collective artists 
have collaborated on a 
new piece to mark the 
occasion. The finished 
work will be reproduced 
on greeting cards 
and each individual 

square tackled by each 
artist represents a 
“diversity” of  different 
interests of  the public. 

“We get people each 
year who have never 
gone on an art tour, 
we get people who 
come faithfully each 
year to the Tour, and 
guests to Aurora from 
more remote regions 
of  the world,” says Ms. 
Campo. “This year, 
we’ve invited students 
out who will be involved 
in school arts programs 
to come out and spend 
their time over the 

Artists appearing in this year’s Aurora Artists’ Studio Tour include (back row) Laura 
Brant, Deborah Campo, Mariana Badescu, who is holding her work as well as Val-
erie Kent’s, (front row) Dianne Hughes, Stephanie Davidson, and Jean Beard.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

The Vicar of Baghdad (2009) 
Will be speaking in Person 

Sunday morning 
September 22, at 10.30 a.m. 

Andrew has been extensively engaged 
in the ministry of reconciliation

in Iraq and elsewhere in the Middle East. 
Also involved with several charities 

to bring hope.

The Gathering Place of Aurora 
Guest Speaker: 

Canon Andrew White 

Other Books Include: 
Iraq; People of Promise, Land of Despair (2003), Iraq: Searching for Hope (2005), 

Suffer the Children (2010) and Faith under Fire (2011) 

Church of England 
Director of International Ministry

for the Diocese
and Cathedral of Coventry

You Don’t want to miss this Special Engagement 

Location: 210 Edward Street, Aurora

Author of: 

two days with artists 
in their house to get a 
broader perspective of  
their professional life 
and their work itself.”

For more information 

on this year’s Tour, 
including information 
on each artist and maps 
to their studios, visit 
www.aurorastudiotour.
com.

MR.
CROWN MOULDING

HOUSE & CONDO SPECIALIST
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Having Crown Moulding installed in your House or Condo will 
immediately increase your resale value by an amount far greater 
than the cost of the Crown. It represents a terrific investment 
and installation takes only a day with no mess left in the house. 
It takes only 10 minutes to provide you with a firm quote and I’m 
sure you will be surprised at how affordable the job is.
Steve (Owner)

416-738-4750
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from page 13

from page 19

FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

BRING THE HEAT
TO YOUR FEET!

Wed - Fri - Sat 10 to 5, Thurs 10 to 7

official website launch and recognition celebration. 
Learn about the new website and peer led 

education program networking. There will be a Fraud 
presentation by Robyn Kassam, Seniors Safety Officer 
of  York Region Police Services. You can register on-line 
for the event at peacyr.eventbrite.ca.  If  you have any 
questions, please e-mail www.elderabuse-yorkregion.ca 
or call 416-889-9956.

My Final Word: Please drive cautiously, responsibly 
and be considerate of  pedestrians and other motorists.

 
For more information on the Aurora Seniors’ Centre 

and all it has to offer, drop by 90 John West Way, visit the 
web site www.auroraseniors.ca, email auroraseniors@
rogers.com or call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

SENIORS SCAPE

Council nixes review of meeting times
By Brock Weir

If  you were hoping for something concrete for shorter 
municipal meetings, you might have to wait another day.

Council put the brakes on a recommendation last week 
which would have launched a study to look at shorter 
meeting times and meetings held during the workday.

The recommendations came forward from municipal 
staff  to look at alternatives to the traditional start times 
of  7 p.m. and meetings often lasting three hours or beyond.

“These meetings often conclude between 10 p.m. and 
11.30 p.m., depending on the number and types of  matters 
to be discussed and/or considered,” said Town Clerk 
John Leach in his report to Council. “Staff  is required 
to attend these meetings and are also expected to attend 
at work between 8 a.m. and 8.30 a.m. The frequency, time 
and duration of  these meetings not only have an impact 
on the personal life of  staff, but also on the personal [lives] 
of  members of  Council.

“If  the meeting times were changed, the impact on 
staff  and Council would likely be less as the work day 
would not be as long, which would help reduce fatigue. It 
would also reduce the amount of  lieu time, flex time or 
overtime.”

According to Mr. Leach, it would allow agenda items 
to be given a more thorough consideration and possibly 
better direction “as members would not feel the same 
time constraints as they may currently.”

While Councillors have often discussed the desire for 
shorter meeting times, they voted to nix the report last 
week as they had not provided specific direction for a 
report like this to come forward. Meeting times, they said, 
are under their domain and they should make the first 
move – if  there is any desire at all.

“I remember discussions at the beginning of  the term 
regarding the role of  the administration versus the role 
of  Council and I believe that this report crosses that line,” 
said Councillor Michael Thompson making a motion to 
have the item removed from the agenda. “Any suggestion 
regarding the procedural bylaw or any part within should, 

along the way. After his father’s four heart attacks, 
however, it was time for Lowell to do the heavy lifting 
in the family business.

“If  he didn’t have someone to come and help him 
and take over the business for a short period of  time, 
he would have lost everything,” he says. “I left school 
and went to work with my dad and saw him through a 
couple of  years of  recovery. He was there all the time, 
but I was the guy slugging the milk carts and crates. 
Two years after that, in 1957, I had the opportunity to 
buy my own milk franchise at Cousins.

“Volunteerism is giving back; we all went through 
our younger years doing things that involved 
community groups and you needed someone to guide 
them and volunteers who would give up their time for 
the purposes of  helping out the community. You’re in 
it for somebody else and it helps make the community 
tick.”

Volunteers giving up their time for helping out the 
community is a lesson Mr. McClenny took to heart. 
After four years with Cousins, he decided to take a step 
back and re-evaluate his career. Had he not taken a 
detour through the dairy cans, he might have twigged 
earlier where his true calling lay.

He distinctly remembers going through elementary 
schools being transfixed by stories of  police heroism 
in the class readers so familiar to Ontario students of  
a certain age. It was an image that stayed with him 
throughout his life and when an opportunity seemed to 
be on the horizon at the former Aurora Police Force in 
1965, he decided to put “helping out in the community” 
to one of  the ultimate tasks.

Next week in the second part of  our interview with 
Aurora’s 1984 Citizen of  the Year, Mr. McClenny joins 
the Aurora Police Force and eventually finds an unlikely 
voice.

in my opinion, come from a member of  Council.
“The conduct of  our meetings is our domain and I 

think we should initiate any discussions around changes 
to our procedural bylaw. It is a concern and it should be 
discussed, but I think the more appropriate venue would 
have been [for it to be brought to our attention and for] us 
to bring it forward.”

The majority of  Council agreed, but some such as 
Councillors Evelyn Buck and Paul Pirri said they would 
have preferred more action being taken last week.

“We shouldn’t just remove it from this agenda,” 
said Councillor Buck. “We should be giving 
some direction on how we’re going to handle 
it and what we’re going to do from now on.” 
Added Councillor Pirri: “Although I agree wholeheartedly 
with [Councillor Thompson’s] feelings on the matter, 
I am willing to vote in favour of  it because I think staff  
around the table have heard us loud and clear [that we 
want shorter meetings] and that is the feeling around the 
table.” 

“It helps the community tick,” says 
McClenny on volunteerism
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CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300 ext. 102       Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

150

AURORA 

CAN
ADA’S BIRTHDAY TO

W
N150

NOT EVERYONE  
needs your services all 

the time, 
but, it you want to be 
there when they do... 

Advertise in The Auroran, 
CLASSIFIEDS 

Call 905-727-3300

HELP WANTED

LOST & FOUND

SERVICES

FOUND – A set of  GM car 
keys in the area of  Baywell 
Crescent, Aurora. Incl. auto-
matic door unlock. To claim, 
call 647-680-8336.

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

CLEANING SERVICES

FOR SALE

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

DryCleaners, Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

WE HONOUR ALL LOCAL 
COMPETITORS COUPONS 

www.crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Crystal WHITE Earn your
airmiles 
sponsor

ViNTAGE 1960s gold 
pair of  gold woven 
bucket chairs. Both in 
good condition. $100 
or best offer for set of  
two pieces. Call 905-727-
6497.

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS who enjoy
cleaning, to apply.  Own vehicle with km paid. 

All local driving. 2 positions available to fill. 
Someone with good leadership skills.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

ONE OF NORTH 
AMERiCA’S LARG-
EST financial services 
companies is rapidly 
expanding in this area. 
If  you desire a dynam-
ic career with excellent  
income potential, call 
Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
4767.

CAREER

Simcoe York Group of Newspapers
“A Division of London Publishing”
Your Community Newspapers

POSITION SUMMARY:
Acting as an inside, telemarketing Junior Sales Representative, 
develops and sells commercial advertising space, to current and 
prospective advertisers through regular contact. Operates within 
assigned territory to develop maximum revenue. 

Inside Sales Representative/Telemarketing

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Developing territory: Contact with current and prospective clients.
•  All paper work associated with the advertising ordering and billing process 

to be correctly completed and submitted in a timely manner.
• Projects effi cient, confi dent and professional appearance and mannerisms.
•  Responsive to customer needs, identifi es customer complaints and ensures 

all complaints are resolved.

• Perform all other duties as assigned by the Manager.

EXPECTATIONS:
•  Have an understanding of all applicable York Simcoe Group of Newspapers 

and corresponding rates.
•  Must have a good understanding of your territory and clients, 

their potential and opportunities for growth.
•  Is willing to invest the appropriate amount of time required 

to maximize your territory’s potential.
•  Be required to own your own reliable vehicle. Possess good oral 

and written communication skills.

• Have a positive attitude and care about your clients.

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Sales Driven
• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Great Interpersonal Skills

PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUMÉ TO:
karin@simcoeyorkprinting.com

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free
“Our Business Is People”

New POSITIONS
Machine Operators...Saws, polishers,
Laminators
Quality Inspectors……AutoCAD an asset
CNC / water Jet Operators...will train
AutoCAD Machine Programmers
Packers – all shifts
Certified Forklift Operators

Other Positions
QC Inspector (Construction)
• ICI projects in Trenton and Bolton
• previous experience a must

Quality Manager (Construction)
• must have advanced IMS experience

estimator, Auditor (Heavy Construction)
• Resumes only, no phone calls

• Only qualified persons will be contactedhelpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

Lic. Truck and
Coach Mechanic

JAMES DICK CONSTRUCTION LTD.
BOLTON LOCATION

Top Wages for the Right Applicant
Day & Afternoon Shifts

Year Round Employment / Large Fleet
Competitive Benefits

Snow Plow Experience Would Be an Asset

Send resume to John Mathers
Fax: 905-857-9864

jmathers@jamesdick.com

TIME SENSITIVE
MATERIAL

PLEASE RETURN
PROOFED 

WITHIN AN HOUR 
OF  RECEIPT,
THANK YOU

905-729-2287
FAX: 905-729-2541

kvweekly@bellnet.ca

  Proofed and
  approved by 
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505 - Help Wanted
2x50

3

Coordinated by: Making a difference

One Star at aTime
Nominations will be accepted until November 30 

Contact this newspaper or the
Ontario Community Newspapers Association

at www.ocna.org/juniorcitizen or 905.639.8720 ext. 221 

Sponsored by: 

NOMINATE SOMEONE TODAY!
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Tree Services

Call Tony for a free estimate:

Schomberg Community
Servicing the surrounding areas:

Call Tony for a free estimate:  (647) 889-2852 or (905) 939-7278

• from one branch to entire tree
• complete removal  • stump grinding • Best Rates
• multiple tree removal • high risk
• diseased trees • storm damaged tree removal

Simply the best!
Will beat any 

written quotation.
FULLY INSURED – CONSUMERS’ FIRST CHOICE

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

CREMATION

CONTRACTOR

CROWN MOULDING

CLEANERS

AUTO GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO

ALUMINUM REPAIRS DENTAL

MOVING

MEMORIAL

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

POWERWASH

PAINTER

TREE CARE

REAL ESTATE

STONE

WATER

GARAGE DOOR  & ELECTRIC OPENERS

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

• Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
• Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
• Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

BE THERE 
WHEN YOUR  

SERVICES ARE 
NEEDED. 

ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPOT.

CALL: 905-727-3300

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

49$From *
NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK
INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

905-713-6420 • 15296 Yonge St. 
(NW side of Wellington)

RUST PROTECTION
79$ *99

www.transitauto.ca

• Call for details

• Call for details• Call for details

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

• Basement • Bathroom • Kitchen

RENOVATION COMPANYLocal 
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE “Wide range of 

interior renovation”

Call Elio 416-882-7403
• Flooring • Doors & Trim • Additions

905-888-9500 
auroralandscape@gmail.com

Design•Patios•Decks•Cabanas

SHOWROOM • 16650 Jane Street-King City

Granite • Quartz • Marble

For FREE no obligation quote, email rough sketch to: info@diamondperfectstone.com

905-503-2222
www.dpscountertops.com KEEP THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE UNDERMOUNT SINK

FIREPLACES • TABLES
THRESHOLDS • SHOWER JAMS

We Fabricate and Install

COUNTERTOPS

905-727-138240 Industrial Pkwy S

Since 1978
Your full-service garage door 

and garage door opener experts 
serving York Region and surrounding areas!

Ask About CURRENT SPECIALS Available!

Book FREE no-obligation Home Market Evaluation!
FREE Home Inspection towards next home + more!*

Flexible Commissions! Why List With Anyone Else!

 
Main Street Realty Ltd., Brokerage, 150 Main St. S. Newmarket

Some Conditions Apply! Inquire! Not intended to solicit 
individuals under contract Call/Text Linda Stephens, 

Sales Representative 289-221-5999

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid  for your next airport or 
downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00. 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com    Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 

JOHN MALL PAINTING
Custom Painting From $2.50 per sq. ft.

Licenced & Insured 

Please call John 647-772-6026

Hundreds of satisfied customers 
2-year guarantee - FREE ESTIMATES 

Fall Special!
2 Rooms with trim  from $349

using Benjamin Moore paints
We also do exteriors

PKD Painting 
905-836-4347 or 905-251-1977

Local Newmarket company serving 
Newmarket, Aurora, Bradford since 1985

MR.CROWN MOULDING
HOUSE & CONDO SPECIALIST
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

416-738-4750

Increase the resale value of your home
One Day Installation • No Mess • Affordable

Call Steve (Owner) Satisfaction Guaranteed

905-841-6334  •  705-896-4246

• Aluminum Repairs 
• Door/Window Repairs 
• Downpipe Repairs 
• Eavstrough Repairs 
• Caulking

40 Years 
Experience

HARRISON

Veterans, politicians, cadets, and young cub scouts and beavers descended on the Aurora Cemetery for the annual drumhead service hosted by the Royal Canadian 
Legion in honour of all veterans buried in the area. Attended by MP Lois Brown, MPP Frank Klees, and Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, it was the culmination of the candlelight 
tradition where candles burned through the night placed on the graves of each known veteran.                    Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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HOURS:  
Wed. & Thurs. 10 a.m. till 8 p.m., 

Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. till 6 p.m., 
Sun. 10 a.m. till 5 p.m. 

Sept. 25th to 29th

SEPT. 25th to 29th

40 Engelhard Dr., Unit 2, Aurora, Ontario L4G 6X6  
(Access only from Industrial Parkway South)

(while quantities last) 

WAREHOUSE
Sale!!

For more details please go to www.brandwizard.ca

Band Aid 

Colgate
 Max White

Dove 
Go Fresh 

354ml 

Dayquil 
+ Nyquil 

Dove Clinical Deo Dove Men 
+ Care

       Products  

Dove 
Beauty 

Bars

Finish 
Powerball  
60 tabs 

Jason Citrus  
887ml 

Lysol Power 
Bathroom 
Cleaner 

Maximum 
Garbage 
Bags – 

Dr.Scholls 
Memory 

Fit
 

AXE Gift
Pack

 

Nivea 
Q10 Skin 
Firmer 

1L 

Revlon Shine Boost Royale 
32 double 

rolls 

Thermacare Vileda 
Window 
Magic 

Vaseline
 Lip 7g 
2.99 .99

Aveeno 
310ml 

Wahl 
Hair Care

 Kit 

Nautica 
Sleepwear 

 All $5 
Retail $55

 (More Styles) $1.99
Retail $4.99

 

Our Price
$12.99
Retail $23.99

 

Our Price

$ 4.99
Retail $16.99

 

Our Price
$ 6.99
Retail $12.99

 

Our Price

Bio Oil 
125ml 

Burt’s Bees
340g 

Centrum 
60 tablets 

Fragrance 
Sets

70% OFF 
(men’s & Women’s sets)

$4.99
Retail $9.99

 

Our Price
$3.00
Retail $7.67

 

Our Price
$4.99
Retail $8.99

 

Our Price

$1.99
Retail $3.97

 

Our Price

$1.50
Retail $3.99

 

Our Price $2.99
Retail $7.99

 

Our Price

$ 6.99
Retail $21.99

 

Our Price

$1.49
Retail $3.29

 

Our Price $ 5.99
Retail $9.99

 

Our Price

$ 7.99
Retail $14.99

 

Our Price
$99

Retail $2.99
 

Our Price
$3.99
Retail $7.99

 

Our Price
$14.99
Retail $29.99

 

Our Price

$ 7.99
Retail $14.99

 

Our Price
$ 7.99
Retail $18.99

 

Our Price
$19.99
Retail $26.99

 

Our Price
$12.00
Retail $19.97

 

Our Price
$6.99
Retail $10.99

 

Our Price
$4.99
Retail $7.97

 

Our Price

$3.29
Retail $4.99

 

Our Price

$ 7.99
Retail $10.99

 

Our Price
$2.99
Retail $4.99

 

Our Price

$4.99
Retail $8.99

 

Our Price
$2.99
Retail $4.97

 

Our Price

$2.99
Retail $4.99

 

Our Price $ 7.99
Retail $14.99

 

Our Price

48g 

John Frieda 
250ml 

Loreal 
Preference

950ml 

Johnson 
Baby 

Lotion 
444ml 

      Hair 
Dryer 

Schick 
Mens 
3 Pack 

Schick 
Womens 
Disposable 

Sunsilk
 S&C 

355ml 

Body Lotion


