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FINGER LICKIN’ GOOD!
Thousands of residents, including Justin above, converged on Machell Park last 
weekend for Ribfest, and three days of music, food and fun. Bringing togeth-
er food vendors from across Canada and the United States, highlights of the weekend  
included not only ribs as far as the eye could see, but performances from Honeymoon Suite and 
Mud Men, the final rounds of the Hoedown Showdown (see Page 3) and activities for the whole 
family. For more on Ribfest 2013, see Page 18.           Auroran photo by David Falconer

Residents charged as part of largest  
meth bust in Ontario history

By Angela Gismondi 

Five people are facing numerous charges following the largest 
clandestine drug lab, methamphetamine and chemical seizure in 
Ontario’s history.

At a news conference held in Vaughan on Thursday, members of  
the Asian Organized Crime Task Force (AOCTF) revealed details of  a 
lengthy joint police investigation into a syndicate involving large-scale 
production of  methamphetamine. 

AOCTF is a joint forces operation comprised of  members of  the 
Toronto Police Service, OPP, RCMP, York Regional Police, Peel Regional 
Police, and the Canada Border Service Agency (CBSA). The value of  all 
illegal drugs seized is about $5 million, with a street value of  about $40 
million.

In late July, police executed seven search warrants at residences and 
businesses across the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), and two search 
warrants in the Campbellford and Warkworth areas, the AOCTF 
reported at the press conference. 

As a result, three clandestine drug production labs were 
dismantled in the GTA. One chemical lab in Warkworth – one of the 
largest methamphetamine labs ever discovered in Ontario – was 
used to produce raw methamphetamine. Two other labs were where 
the methamphetamine was mixed into powder and pressed into pill 
form for distribution. 

At a pill pressing lab located in Campbellford, more than 110 kilograms 
of  pure methamphetamine was seized. That site was found to have been 
guarded with a bear trap shrouded by leaves. A second pill-pressing 
lab was dismantled in Aurora. A storage locker in Markham was also 
searched, resulting in the seizure of  3,400 kilograms of  chemicals used 

By Brock Weir

Early hockey star Harold “Hap” Holmes, Olympic basketball 
player Carolin Bouchard, and business magnate Frank Stronach 
are among the first inductees in Aurora’s inaugural Sport Hall of  
Fame.

An “overwhelming” number of  people across their community 
put forward nominations of  their local sporting heroes, coaches, 
and “builders” as the first inductees for the Sports Hall of  Fame. 
With the nominations in, the first corners of  the envelope were 
lifted Tuesday as the 2013 inductees were made public. 

Joining Holmes, Stronach, and Bouchard are fellow Olympians 
James “Jim” Elder and Brian Stemmle, top ranked Canadian 
tennis champ Robert Bedard, as well as late softball coach Norman 
Stunden.

The inductees will be honoured in a special induction ceremony 
dinner, which will be held Wednesday, November 6 at St. Andrew’s 
College. 

After the nomination window closed in August, the inductees 
were formally selected at the end of  the month.

“The Induction Committee build selection criteria and put a 
process in place to ensure the selection was done in an unbiased 
and objective manner through the efforts of  volunteer community 

Continued on page 21
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AURORA 150 FACT:

Image courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

Castle Doan

Castle Doan was the home of Charles and Catherine Doan. 
In 1846, it served as Aurora’s first Post Office. The building 
was demolished in July 1982.

CELEBRATE 
AURORA 150
Aurora’s Community Cultural Celebration

On Saturday, September 21 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
bring your family and friends to Ada Johnson Park for 
a celebration of Aurora’s cultural heritage! Enjoy an 
exciting entertainment line-up featuring mystic drums,  
a First Nations presentation and activities for kids! The 
evening comes to a close with a feature film, Cirque Du 
Soleil: Worlds Away at 7:15 p.m. For more information, 
visit www.aurora150.ca or call 905-726-4762.

Sign the Town’s Memory Book

Share your stories and memories of Aurora by signing 
the Town’s memory book at the following locations:

• Aurora Public Library, 15145 Yonge Street
• Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way

The books will be placed in a time capsule at the end of 
the Aurora 150th birthday celebrations. Thank you!

PUBLIC NOTICES
Fall Aquatics Program Registration  

Due to the renovation project scheduled to commence on 
Friday, November 1 at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex, 
the aquatics lessons advertised in the 2013 Fall Parks & 
Recreation Program Guide have changed. As a result, the 
course codes listed in the guide are no longer valid.  Please 
refer to the September Mini-Session or the new October 
Mini-Session schedules available at www.aurora.ca/aquatics

Green Path Program  

The Town of Aurora has launched 
the Green Path Program to expedite 
the building permit process for home 
renovation projects aimed at reducing 
energy or conserving water. As part 
of the program, Town staff is focusing 
on reviewing permit applications 
within three business days, instead 
of the 10 business days outlined by 
the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing. For more information on 
eligible projects and the program, please visit www.aurora.
ca/buildingservices

rk in a striking setting and access to this ever-changing art gallery is free to the 
public. 

Each month, the work of a different artist is featured. The draw for those who will 
exhibit in 2014 will be held this year on Wednesday, September 4. Application forms 
are available at www.aurora.ca/skylightgallery 

The 12 artists chosen will represent one month during the year. Artists within York 
Region and beyond are invited to enter the draw. The featured artist also has the 
opportunity to host a reception in the Skylight Gallery during his/her chosen month. 

For more information, please contact Laura Malone, Special Events Co-ordinator, 
Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 ext. 3132 or lmalone@aurora.ca 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
The Town of Aurora is accepting applications for the following position
Senior’s Program Assistant Application deadline is Monday, September 2

For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/employment

REMINDERS
Debris on Roads  

Homeowners constructing pools or undertaking other building projects are 
reminded to keep roads, sidewalks and rights-of-way (the Town-owned section of 
property bordering the road) free of construction debris. Keeping these areas free 
from bricks, timber, soil and other materials is essential to pedestrian and traffic 
safety. Construction permits do not allow storage of these materials anywhere 
except your property.

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw  

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to outdoor water use. It is 
important that all residents and businesses observe the regulations, as they have 
been put into place to ensure a continued abundant water supply. Even/Odd 
watering restrictions are in effect. 

For more information on these and other Town bylaws, please call 905-727-3123 
ext. 4240 or visit www.aurora.ca/bylawservices

Club Aurora Membership Meeting

Are you wondering how construction plans will impact your 
membership with Club Aurora? Do you have questions about 
when the renovations will commence and finish? Curious 
about what will happen to the pool and the squash club? 
Join us on Thursday, September 12 to have your questions 
answered! The following membership meetings will be held 
at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex in the Activity Room.

Fitness and Pool Members: 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Squash Members: 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

For more information, please contact Al Downey, Director  
of Parks & Recreation Services at adowney@aurora.ca  
or Melodie McKay, Manager of Recreation at 
mmckay@aurora.ca

Aurora Public Library News  

The Aurora Public Library’s Fall Program Registration is now 
open! Residents are encouraged to register their children 
for programs at www.library.aurora.on.ca

On now through Sunday, October 6 the Aurora Public 
Library’s Colleen Abbott Gallery will feature an art exhibit 
from the Aurora Artists Studio Tour. This eclectic group of 
practicing and emerging artists will showcase their work 
through various mediums such as acrylic, charcoal, mixed 
media and watercolours. You won’t want to miss it!

e-PLAY is now free!  

As of July 16, the Town’s e-PLAY online registration system 
became free of charge, with no user fees. As part of this 
change, the Town retired the telephone-based system, Tele-
PLAY, on July 19.

For your convenience, program registration remains available 
by mail, fax or in-person at our recreation centres. For more 
information, please visit www.aurora.ca/e-PLAY 
or call 905-726-4770.

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Skylight Gallery Artist of the Month  

During the month of September, the Skylight Gallery will be 
featuring the artwork 
of L.R. Pope. After a 
devastating loss in 
2009, Pope began to 
paint as a way to deal 
with his sudden onset 
of intense emotions. 
Inspired by art’s natural 
healing abilities, Pope’s artwork tells a story of personal 
spiritual growth. Regular viewing hours are Monday to 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Community Recognition Awards Ceremony  

The Town of Aurora invites residents and visitors to the 2013 
Community Recognition Awards on Monday, September 16 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. The awards 
honour individuals, groups and businesses that have actively 
supported the Town’s development and enhanced the 
overall community. Seating is limited and is available on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/2013communityawards

 

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Wednesday, September 11 7 p.m. Accessibility Advisory Committee
Thursday, September 12 7 p.m. Economic Development Advisory Committee
Thursday, September 12 7:30 p.m. Committee of Adjustment
Tuesday, September 17 7 p.m. General Committee* 
Wednesday, September 18 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Board
Wednesday, September 18 7 p.m. Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee
  Cancelled – Not Required
Friday, September 20 10 a.m. Trails and Active Transportation Committee

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

*General Committee meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Evening Hours by Appointment Program

Are you a homeowner or contractor in need of a permit for a home 
renovation project? Can’t make it during regular business hours? 
The Town of Aurora is offering extended hours by 
appointment on: 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 and THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
 

Book your appointment today for a quick, “one-stop-shop” permit 
process. Call 905-727-3123 ext. 4390, 4394 or 4388 or email 
building@aurora.ca. Please call at least one day in advance. 

The Evening Hours by Appointment Program allows for review of projects 
that qualify under the Town’s Residential Express Permit Program. 
For information on projects that qualify, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/REPP  

Appointments take place at Aurora Town Hall 
Building Services division, 3rd floor

www.aurora.ca/buildingservices

FREE GROUP CLASSES, SEMINARS, FACILITY TOURS AND MORE!

Group Fitness Classes 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Child Minding  8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Let’s Take a Hike*  10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Family Cyclefit*  10:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.
Homeopathy Seminar** 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Yoga in the Park*  1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
 

**Please pre-register at 905-726-4764 

**Presented by The Total Health Healing Arts Centre

GREAT GIVEAWAYS
EQUIPMENT DEMONSTRATIONS
AND MUCH MORE!

905-726-4764
www.aurora.ca/fitness

Club Aurora Fitness is located at the  
Aurora Family Leisure Complex 

135 Industrial Parkway North

Are you prepared for an emergency or disaster?
Don’t be scared. Be prepared.

Be prepared for a variety of weather or civil related emergencies by 
knowing the different types of risks, making a household emergency plan 
and assembling an emergency survival kit. 

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/emergencypreparedness
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Briefly
REMEMBERING VETERANS 

From Saturday afternoon through Sunday morning, the Aurora 
Cemetery will be illuminated in the annual Candlelight Tribute. 
Members of  the Royal Canadian Legion will be on hand to light 
and place candles on the graves of  all known veterans resting in the 
cemetery. The candles will be lit on Saturday afternoon at 5 p.m. and 
they will continue to burn through the night. The ceremony will be 
punctuated Saturday afternoon at 2 p.m. with a Drumhead Service to 
remember those comrades. 

LACE UP THIS WEEKEND
Aurorans will have plenty of  opportunities to lace up their 

sneakers and pound the pavement all for a good cause this weekend. 
The annual Aurora Walk of  Hope takes place at the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market this Saturday with registration beginning at Town Park at 
9 a.m. Benefiting Ovarian Cancer Canada, the Walk of  Hope will 
also include live music, entertainment and refreshments, sponsored 
for the first time this year by Edge Benefits, a Newmarket-based 
insurance company. For more information, email gaylempalmer@
msn.com. The annual Terry Fox Run gets underway the next morning 
at Sheppard’s Bush. Registration begins at 8.30 a.m. with a start time 
of  10 a.m. Options include a 5 km street route, a 2 km, trail route, and 
is welcome to runners, walkers, cyclists, and even dog walkers. For 
more information, visit www.terryfox.org. 

SUSPECT SOUGHT 
York Regional Police are asking for assistance in locating a theft 

suspect. A 71-year-old King woman had her wallet stolen out of  her 
purse on August 16 while shopping at the Aurora No Frills store. 
Caught on video surveillance, the suspect is described as male, black, 
with an average build, and black hair and a beard. He was wearing 
khaki pants, a light-coloured collared shirt, and a black hat. Anyone 
with information is asked to contact police at 1-866-876-5423 x.7141. 
They encourage people to reduce their risk by keeping valuables 
secured and out of  sight. 

Must RSVP to all events. 
Please call 905•773•4220
or email Info@OakRidgesRetirement.com
12925 Yonge St.(just south of King Rd. on east side) 
Richmond Hill, ON, L4E 0T7
www.OakRidgesRetirement.com

Life is Magical at  
Oak Ridges Retirement  Community

Inquire about our other events every month!

Life is so much better with a little more get-up-and-go! So if you want more 
out of every day, with more vitality and spring to your step, then choose a 
Retirement Community devoted to helping you bring positive energy to all 
that you do. At Oak Ridges Retirement Community, discover vibrant seniors 
living with fine cuisine, an all-inclusive lifestyle and a comprehensive program 
of activities and services including CLUBfit – designed specifically for seniors.

Please be our guest at this complimentary event:

Wednesday September 18th 12-3pm
Come enjoy a tasty lunch with us and let the magic begin...

Independent Living, Personal On-site Care, Assisted Living and Respite Care

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/planningprojects | 905-727-3123 ext. 4346 or ext. 4349

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

OPEN HOUSE #2 
Town of Aurora Comprehensive Zoning By-law Review
The Town of Aurora is conducting a Comprehensive Zoning By-law Review. 

The review applies to all lands within The Town of Aurora. This second Open House will outline 
the Zoning By-law Review process. Staff will be available to discuss the steps in the process, 
provide an update from Open House #1 held on Monday, June 24 and receive preliminary 
comments and input.

Landowners, business owners, property developers and members of the public are invited to 
provide input into the review. 

A statutory Public Meeting will be held in autumn 2013 and advertised at a later date.

 
Background information is available on the Town’s web site at www.aurora.ca/planningprojects   

Date:  Thursday, September 26

Time:   5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Location:  Aurora Town Hall, Holland Room, 100 John West Way

Contact:  Town of Aurora Planning & Development Services 
  Glen Letman at 905-727-3123, ext. 4346 
  Jeff Healey at 905-727-3123, ext. 4349

Johnny Green, centre, was named winner of the 2013 Hoedown Showdown. The Top 20 performed Friday 
for judges at Machell Park and, from there the Top 6 battled for the crown on Sunday. From left: Judge Steve  
Hinder; Shannon Beresford, 20, of Aurora; judge Belinda Stronach; judge Chris Seldon; Delaney Grant, 16, of  
Pakenham; Green; Elyse Saunders, 24, of Richmond Hill; Jessie Treneer of Kitchener; Tanya Kaynes, 27, of  
Innisfil; judge Mayor Geoffrey Dawe; and singer Beverly Mahood.                           Auroran photo by David Falconer

Hoedown Showdown crowns Georgina’s Johnny Green
By Jeff Doner

The weather cleared up 
and the clouds parted for the 
conclusion of  the Hoedown 
Showdown at the Aurora 
Ribfest on Sunday, where 
the final six competitors 
sang their hearts out in a 
bid to win first place.

The winner of  the 
competition will go on 
to perform at the Magna 
Hoedown celebration 
this Saturday to open for 
country star Terri Clark.

After whittling down 
70 original applicants to 40 
for the preliminary rounds, 
that number was cut in 
half  to 20 to perform at 
Ribfest on Friday. Only six 
would go on to compete in 
the final round on Sunday 
afternoon.

Smooth singer Johnny 
Green ended up taking the 
top prize earning praise 
from the judges throughout. 
He was the only male 
competitor in the top six.

Green, 25, has been 
playing guitar and singing 
for years, but was nearly 
held speechless after the 
announcement was made.

“I am just so excited,” he 
said. “The company that I 
was in was just wonderful 
today. All three of  us, I had 
no idea who was going to 
win and everybody was 
just fantastic today and I’m 
very pleased to have won in 
the company of  everyone 
here.”

Originally from 
Queensville and now living 
in Willow Beach, Green 
started playing guitar when 
he was 16 and started to 
sing just a year or two after. 
He feels he has recently 
gotten away from his music 
a little bit with work, but 
the competition has put 
him back on track.

“I did the band thing 
for a while and I’ve been 
working every since, so it’s 
kind of  nice to get back on 
stage and do this again,” 
he said. “And it’s definitely 
one of  the biggest [shows]. I 
actually played the opening 
of  the Magna Centre years 
ago when I was 19, that was 
pretty big too, but this is 
definitely up there. My first 
big outdoor audience, that’s 
for sure.”

Still reeling from the 

win, he said sharing the 
stage with Terri Clark will 
be an honour.

“I’m so excited. To play 
in that venue and in that 
environment will just be 
out of  this world and a lot of  
fun. It’s my dream and it’s 
nice to get this recognition 
that will sort of  help me put 
my focus back on to it.”

Aurora didn’t have any 
competitors in the top 
three, but did have one in 
the top six that gave the 
competition a run for their 
money.

Shannon Beresford was 
one of  the final cuts in the 
competition and got the 
local crowd going with 
some catchy Shania Twain 
tunes.

“She’s my idol. I grew up 
listening to her and every 
girl has that song that they 
sing to with their brush and 
a mirror. Shania was the 
girl that I sang most to.”

She said singing in front 
of  a packed home crowd 
was a great feeling 

“It was awesome because 
I was the only one left from 
Aurora, so it was great to be 
in front of  everyone here. 

My friends and family are 
here, so all the support has 
been awesome,” she said.

Beresford also learned 
to play guitar at 16 and said 
she has been singing her 
whole life.

“My mom always says 
that I was singing before 
I could even talk. I have 
always loved to sing and my 
brothers play guitar and 
my dad is really musical, 
so I figured one day I would 
too.”

Even though she didn’t 
get the exact finish she 
wanted, Beresford was 
thrilled to make it into the 
top six and marked the 
experience as one of  a kind.

“It has been amazing. 
Everyone has been so 
supportive, humble and 
encouraging to each other. 
The judges have been 
so nice and everything 
has been just so well put 
together. It has just been an 
awesome experience.”
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Take your minds back to a dark 
January evening.

2012 was barely cold yet while 2013 
was already in full swing. Despite 
the fullness of  the swing in question, 
people were still getting their minds 
back to where they should be, shaking 
off  holiday hangovers (of  the most 
metaphorical kind, of  course) and 
focusing on the task at hand. 

It was at this time that several people 
begrudgingly trudged over to Town 
Hall for another thrilling adventure in 
the world of  municipal politics. 

It was supposed to be a relatively 
benign meeting. 

Aurora’s 150 Committee were 
satisfied with the success of  their 
Sesquicentennial Levee held at Town 
Park a few days previous. Preparations 
were in full swing for the upcoming 
Aurora 150 Tattoo. You know, standard 
fare for this particular group.

Something was different that 
evening, however. Either I was hit with 
some leftover turkey with a particularly 
high octane level of  tryptophan, or 
celebrities were filling the room. 

Shaking some of  the cobwebs away, 
I was certain I was not mistaken as 
CTV’s Farley Flex, Christine Bentley 
and a few other familiar faces came to 
observe the proceedings. What possible 
interest could this cool collection of  
customers have in our Town’s humble 
anniversary celebrations? 

Well, the answer was soon clear 
when Lucid Community Development 
came forward to make their pitch on 
how they would like to become involved 
in our own community through the 
Sesquicentennial. 

By January, of  course, that ship 
had already sailed and the group then 
took their ideas outside to the hallway 
with Councillor John Abel to discuss 
further ideas. After all, there seemed to 
be a certain vacancy for a certain music 
festival on a certain holiday weekend. 

We all know what happened next, to 
give a Coles’ Notes synopsis, the group 
came forward with a music festival plan, 
a few wars of  words later the festival 
was approved, Lucid imploded, most of  
the principals left together, hooked up 
with a local social media company, and 
forged ahead with Celebrate Aurora. 

By this point you might be asking 

yourself  why I’m digging up this old 
chestnut. The answer is simply that it 
is a prime example of  some of  the very 
interesting developments that have 
the potential to come out of  Aurora’s 
Advisory Committee meetings 
one needs to see to believe when, 
occasionally, mere words cannot do 
them justice. 

Councillors are set to sign off  this 
week on a plan that would bin any 
ideas of  providing a live stream of  what 
happens during these meetings for 
the general public, citing a myriad of  
concerns and potential problems. For 
now. The laundry list of  challenges is 
too extensive to list individually in this 
space, (please see Page 12), but tackling 
the issue at the committee level last 
week, Councillor John Abel was astute 
to note that there was no shortage of  
problems listed but what was lacking 
was a list of  ways to possibly overcome 
them.

Not being a technical whiz, I tend to 
agree.

One of  the first problems listed is the 
lack of  technology in each of  the various 
committee rooms. That seems fair. After 
all, you can’t have a live stream without 
the proper equipment. The second is 
meeting times occasionally overlap 
and would require “simultaneous” live 
streams and “substantial bandwidth.” 

Overlapping meetings do not happen 
very often, but a possible solution could 
be to broadcast one meeting live and 
then a recording of  the second one 
where there is time available. 

Another problem is that room 
placements are not “fixed” and 
that could pose a challenge. Strictly 
speaking, I have never once attended 
a meeting where the tables are in any 

different configurations. 
Non-fixed furniture could be an 

advantage in that they could be tailored 
to suit the hardware and software on 
hand to make it happen. 

The next issue is that technology 
would need to be “replicated” in each 
meeting room, including high-def  video 
and microphone systems, computers, 
and other things to make it a reality.

It would be interesting to note the 
disadvantages, for instance, of  having a 
portable system that could be wheeled 
from room to room, complete with a 
camera, laptop, and any other ancillary 
equipment to avoid any cost overrun.  

The report up for Council 
approval this week cites “formidable 
organizational logistics”, “substantial 
financial and technological resources” 
as two reasons hampering this “difficult 
task.”

Admittedly, I have not tried my 
own hand at this, but the prospect 
seems neither formidable nor 
substantial financial resources 
necessary. A wall-mounted camera, 
and a simple microphone or two 
temporarily placed on the table top 
seems relatively straight forward. 

When you get down to it, the 
image quality currently found on 
DVDs and live streams coming out 
of  the Council chamber are only 
a few degrees removed from the 
best quality kinescopes. Surely it 
wouldn’t be out of  the realm of  
possibility to save a few bucks on a 
standard camera for each room.

Citizens at large, with their 
own life experiences, drives and 
passions apply their time and their 
skills to ensure their fellow citizens’ 
interests, and specialized interests, 
are best represented when new 
initiatives come forward at Town 
Hall. 

The community should have a 
chance to see what they’re bringing 
to the table, if  they are meeting the 
spirit of  what Council has appointed 
them to do, and maybe hear a fresh 
perspective on the issues that might 
be important to them.

Aurorans might not give two 
licks about what happens during 
these meetings, but they deserve the 
chance to find out for themselves. 

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Not-So-Candid Cameras

Machell’s CornersLetters to the editor

On Saturday, August 17, my family and I attended the 
second annual “End of  Summer Block Party” hosted by 
the Campus Church.  

We attended last year as well, and remembered it as 
a wonderfully satisfying simple and light-hearted party. 
This year was no exception. With playful games for the 
little ones, balloons, music, a barbeque, and a fantastic 
sense of  community, the event was the highlight of  the 
weekend for our two young boys.  

I remain impressed by the thought and effort put 
forth by the church and its volunteers to host this 
event. Being Roman Catholic, we are not members of  
this church, but we never for a moment felt unwelcome 
or unworthy.

Instead, we observed families of  all backgrounds 
from the community smiling, laughing and enjoying. 
There was no pretence, no ulterior motive, just a group 
of  smiling people giving back, making the world a 
better place. With the exception of  the barbeque, the 
event is free, making it fully accessible to households 
of  any income.  

After seeing their generosity, I was compelled to 
make a donation, albeit a small one, which was received 
with genuine surprise and gratitude. Many thanks to 
the Campus Church and their sponsors for a memorable 
event.

 
Adrienne Misura

Aurora

 It is with sheer joy that I want to thank and acknowledge 
the following who helped us raise $1,000 to donate to the 
Aurora Food Pantry at our August 24 special event: 

 
THANK YOU to the Thursday Night Jam Band and 

the Kouncil Kritters who donated their band fees and 
provided quality music during the market! 

 THANK YOU to the Town of  Aurora for sponsoring 

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir
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“Silent gratitude” is of no use

“How can I thank thee?”

It is humorous that John Abel wrote 
what he did regarding the Aurora Jazz Fest 
and the fact that it moved to Newmarket. 
Some of  his well-chosen remarks, and the fact that 
Aurora Council has a well-documented chain of  
events, seems to try to fool the residents of  Aurora into 
thinking that this Council had nothing to do with this 
amazing event leaving Aurora. 

This concert put Aurora on the map, one of  the 
Top 100 Festivals in Ontario. It attracted hundreds, if  
not thousands, of  people to Aurora, where they spent 
money and supported many local businesses.

The fact that Abel states that the Town gave $5,000 
to help the organizers should be a testament that the 
Town cares about the residents and wants to bring good 
programs to Aurora. How much money is the Town 
giving each year to the Cultural Centre, which draws 
many less people to Aurora? 

How many other events and groups does the Town 
donate to? Does the fact the Sher St Kitts was a supporter 
of  the past mayor come into play? I really hope not.

Aurora helps many groups each year which is a good 
thing and should continue.

Nice try, Mr. Abel. 
           Nigel Kean

Aurora

Reader doesn’t buy Jazz argument

Let the Market count the ways
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Back-to-school tax relief
I would like to remind students, 

during this back-to-school season, 
to take full advantage of  important 
federal financial relief. Students and 
their families are faced with significant 
costs for tuition and enrolment in post-
secondary educational programs and 
our government is committed to helping.   

Several programs offer tax relief  to 
students who enrol in post-secondary 
education including the ability to claim 
tuition fees paid to a university, college, or 
other educational institution in Canada. 
An education amount is available of  $400 
for each whole or part month in the year 
in which students are enrolled full-time 
in a qualifying educational program, or 
$120 per month for part-time enrolment 
in a specified educational program. 
There is also a textbook credit amount 
of  $65 for each month where they qualify 
for the full-time education amount or $20 
for each part-time month.

In addition to these tax credits, 
students may be eligible for the goods 
and services tax/harmonized sales tax 
(GST/HST) credit – a tax-free quarterly 
payment that helps individuals and 
families with low or modest incomes 
offset all or part of  the GST or HST 
that they pay. They may also claim a 
deduction for their moving expenses if  
they moved to study as a full-time student 
enrolled in a post-secondary program 
at a university, a college, or another 

educational institution.
Students may be able to 

claim amounts for interest 
paid on their student 
loans and they may also be 
eligible to claim the public 
transit tax credit for the 
cost of  their public transit 
passes for travel within 
Canada on public transit. 
Unused tax credits can be 
carried forward for up to 
five years, or transferred to 
a parent, so it is advisable for students to 
file a tax return whether or not they have 
earned income.

On the right track for our economy 
Last week brought a considerable 

amount of  positive economic news. 
Canada’s job growth continued its 
momentum with another 59,200 net new 
jobs created in August and a reduction in 
the unemployment rate. 

Canada’s overall job growth record 
since the depth of  the global recession 
remains the best among all G-7 countries 
with over 1 million net new jobs created 
(close to 90% full-time and over 80% in 
the private sector). 

The OECD projected Canada to lead 
the G-7 in economic growth for 2013 
and the World Economic Forum ranked 
Canada’s financial system as the safest 
and soundest in the world – for the sixth 
year in a row. All are positive signs that 

our government is on the 
right track.

Cutting business red tape
A new online mail 

service is available for 
Canadian small businesses 
that will help streamline 
their interactions with the 
Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA). The new mail 
service uses the CRA’s 
secure online service, My 

Business Account, and is just one of  
many CRA initiatives to reduce red tape 
for Canada’s job creators.

By signing up, Canadian businesses 
can receive their notices of  assessment 
and reassessment, and some letters 
online for the accounts they want. Since 
the service saves time and reduces the 
volume of  paper, it is a cost-effective way 
to do business.

The CRA uses the same high level 
of  security financial institutions use 
to protect your banking information. 
Signing up for online services can ease 
the paperwork burden of  doing business, 
and help you do more in less time. You 
can find out more at: www.cra.gc.ca/
businessonline.

Protecting children  
from sexual exploitation

Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
has announced that the government 

plans to introduce comprehensive 
legislation to better protect children 
against sexual exploitation. New 
legislative amendments will be 
introduced this fall to better protect 
children from a range of  offences, 
including child pornography, while 
ensuring that offenders receive tougher 
sentences. The proposed amendments 
to Canadian legislation would:  

• Increase penalties for offenders 
who commit sexual offences against 
children, especially those who violate the 
conditions included in probation orders, 
prohibition orders and peace bonds; and, 

• Ensure that sentencing takes into 
account each young life that has been 
devastated by a predator through ending 
sentence discounts for multiple child 
sexual offences. 

This announcement is part of  a 
broad range of  actions our Government 
has taken since 2006 to protect our 
communities from child sexual 
offenders, punish offenders to the full 
extent of  the law, hold violent criminals 
accountable, enhance the rights of  
victims, and increase efficiency of  our 
justice system. 

If  you would like to contact me on 
any issue, please call 905-953-7515 or visit 
my website at www.loisbrown.ca.  I look 
forward to hearing from you.

I have read with interest my fellow 
columnist Alison Collins-Mrakas’ 
articles about the recent Toronto City 
Council debate regarding the motion to 
hold a by-election.

You may recall that this motion was 
due to Former Toronto Deputy Mayor 
Doug Holyday’s election as a provincial 
member of  the legislature.

Ms. Collins-Mrakas states that while 
she is no fan of  the Ford’s,“in this case, 
the Fords are right. The decision was 
wrong. The Council’s vote in favour of  
appointment is a slap in the face to the 
residents of  Etobicoke.”

I agree with Ms. Collins-Mrakas’ 
sentiments regarding the decision, but I 
offer a slightly nuanced approach.

Aurora faced its own by-election/
appointment twice in the last number 
of  years and we can learn from these 
experiences. 

Back in 2012, Aurora-King’s new 
Trustee on the York Region District 
School Board was named.

Peter Adams-Luchowski was 
appointed by the Board over eighteen 
other candidates, including Aurora’s 
Dave Williams who finished second in the 
last Trustee election.

A number of  people – including yours 
truly – were shaking their heads over 
why Adams-Luchowski, who resided in 
Richmond Hill at the time, was appointed 
to fill a position to represent Aurora-
King’s interests.

Don’t get me wrong, based on what 

I had read, Adams-
Luchowski had 
an abundance of  
experience and 
knowledge of  the 
issues as he was a 
former trustee in 
Richmond Hill and 
he would more than 
likely serve us well.

However, a by-
election should have 
been called to replace 
the departing Gord 
Kerr, who resigned in 
January 2012. I also concur with Aurora 
Mayor Dawe’s sentiments expressed in 
this paper at the time when he stated 
that “The second best thing, in my 
opinion, would be to appoint the person 
who was clearly the second place person. 
Mr. Williams was within 400 votes of  
winning. Granted, there were only two 
candidates and he still garnered 6,000 
votes.”

Sure, a by-election could cost about 
$60,000 (my guess). Based on 55,000 Aurora 
residents and 20,000 King residents, this 
works out to eighty cents per person; 
pretty cheap price to pay for democracy.

With the term still having over two 
years to run, it didn’t make sense to 
appoint someone, even if  the appointed 
individual has served as a Trustee in the 
past. 

If  the term had only one year or less 
to go, then this would be a plausible 

option. If  that were the 
case, then appointing 
someone would 
probably be a good 
idea, with the proviso 
that the appointed 
person would first 
agree not to run in the 
subsequent election. 

While I imagine 
the learning curve 
is steep for the first 
timers, with over two 
years left to go, there 
is at least enough time 

to get in, become comfortable with the 
responsibilities of  the job, and make a 
contribution before the end of  the term.

This reminds me of  the situation 
we had back in 2008 when then first 
term Aurora councillor Grace Marsh 
resigned her seat.

A special council meeting was called 
and Council declared Mrs. Marsh’s seat 
vacant.

At that emergency meeting, town 
clerk Bob Panizza told Council that they 
had three options. Councillors could 
vote to appoint a person to Council, take 
the next finisher from the last election 
or call a by-election.

A motion to fill the seat via a by-
election was then defeated after a 4-4 
vote. 

They then appointed John Gallo, 
who was the runner up from the 2006 

election. He finished ninth out of  a 
crowded field of  twenty candidates in 
that election. And he did answer the 
bell when the election was actually 
called back then – that has to be worth 
something, you would think.

The other issue here is that there 
should be some guidelines in place for 
Board Members and at local Council. 
As it stands, the Board and Council 
have a couple of  choices when a locally 
elected Trustee/Councillor resigns or is 
incapacitated.

I’m not talking about taking the 
power out of  the hands of  the Board 
Trustees or Councillors; they were 
elected by us to make decisions, but 
having some guidelines would take the 
“immediate” short-term politics out of  
the equation. 

These different types of  electoral 
permutations have lead this writer to 
believe that some guidelines should be 
put in place. 

How about in the circumstance where 
someone who leaves in the first year of  
a four-year Trustee or Council mandate, 
the next place finisher is appointed. For 
someone who leaves after year one but 
before year three, a by-election is held. 
For a resignation in the last year of  a 
four-year term, then appoint someone, 
with the proviso that this person cannot 
seek the same office in the next election.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

NEW
AURORAN POLL

By-elections or appointments – some guidelines required
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Stephen Somerville

Ottawa Report
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The objective was to 
paint en plein air (in the 
open air) at the Auro-
ra Farmers’ Market last 
weekend, but Mother Na-
ture had other ideas. For 
the second year running, 
the skies opened up as 
artists fanned out around 
Downtown Aurora look-
ing for artistic inspiration, 
but a few determined art-
ists made it to the end.

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer

Should Aurora borrow from  
the Town’s Hydro Reserves in  

order to fund the new 
Joint Operations Centre  

and Youth Space?

 (a)    Yes        (b)   No        (c)    Unsure
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In pre-
paration for 
this week’s 
column I had 
a gander at 
the agenda for 
the September 
10 Council 
meeting.  

There’s a 
lot to chew on 
from a political 
commentary 
perspective, 
however, I’d 
like to focus 
on one particular item that 
seems rather innocuous but 
is not in fact – in my opinion 
– what it seems.  

The interesting little item 
is agenda item number four. 

The report  – just a scant 
few pages – speaks to quality 
of  life issues for staff  that 
result from having to stay 
at Council meetings late 
into the evening. Council 
meetings, as we know, start 
at 7 p.m. and are supposed 
to end at 10 p.m., though 
they regularly go on until 11 
and sometimes midnight or 
beyond.  

Staff  and Councillors 
alike are then expected to 
get up and go to work on 
time the next day.  Everyone 
is tired. This seems to be 
the crux of  the issue and 
the impetus for the report. 
Staff  are therefore asking 
for Council’s permission 
to “…review the meeting 
times of  General Committee 
and Council and bring a 
report back to General 
Committee.”

It seems fairly straight 
forward. I know I used to 
be pretty tired the next day 
after a Council meeting; 
particularly those that 
ended in the wee hours 
of  the morning. An 
earlier start time might be 
advantageous.  

However, in my opinion, 
an earlier start time is not 
what they have in mind. 
When you read through 
the short report, the intent 
of  the motion becomes 
fairly evident – that staff  
want to move Council and 
Committee meetings to 
daytime hours as opposed to 
evening hours.  

On what do I make 
that assertion? The report 
makes note that the 
evening meetings result in 
considerable lieu time and 
overtime accumulation for 
many staff  members.  

This is a significant cost 
to the municipality. So, how 
else to you avoid lieu time 
being amassed as a result of  
meetings that go beyond the 
end of  business? Have the 
meetings during business 
hours, that’s how.

So, what this report is 
really asking Council is to 
review whether Council/
Committee meetings can be 
held during regular office 
hours so that staff  can get 
home on time, not amass 

countless lieu 
time hours, 
and generally 
be more 
p r o d u c t i v e 
the next day 
f o l l o w i n g 
C o u n c i l 
meetings.

They’d like 
this report to 
be finished in 
time for the 
2014 election 
so that those 
running for 

office are aware of  the new 
parameters.

Should this motion pass 
and Council agree to this 
consideration, what this 
means then is anyone that 
has a regular job, anyone 
that works between the 
hours of  8 a.m. and 6 p.m., 
will no longer be able to run 
for public office.   

This is a monumental 
shift in how we, as a 
community, will be 
governed.  

No longer will ordinary 
working people be able to 
serve their community as 
Council members.  Only 
those that can take time 
off  during the day to attend 
meetings will be able to run 
for office.

This is simply not 
acceptable.

Daytime meetings are 
for full time Councillors 
as they are paid a full-time 
salary and expected to hold 
no other position.  Part-
time Councillors are just 
that – part time; in other 
words they are most often 
employed elsewhere in a 
full time capacity giving a 
good part of  their free time 
as part-time Councillors in 
service to the community.  

Part-time Councillors 
have always been drawn 
from the broadest spectrum 
of  the community – which 
necessarily includes those 
that hold regular jobs. 
I would hate to see this 
change.

If  Council does consider 
this motion, then they 
should limit the review 
to a consideration of  late 
afternoon/early evening 
meeting times – say those 
that start after 4 pm.  That 
way, those that work will 
still be able to run for 
office.  I think that’s a more 
reasonable option.

Given the significant 
implications, a consideration 
of  a move to daytime 
meetings requires a much 
broader public consultation 
process than a simple staff  
report and Council vote.  

We should have a right 
to say whether there will be 
limits on who can run for 
office in our community, 
don’t you think?

Until next week, stay 
informed, stay involved, 
because this is, after all, Our 
Town. 

From page 1
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in the production of  
methamphetamine.

In total, police seized 
120 kilograms of  pure 
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e 
(equivalent to 
approximately four 
million pills); 110,483 
meth pills; 14 kilograms 
of  meth powder (ready to 
be pressed into pills); five 
motor vehicles and $81,000 
in cash.

Deputy Commissioner 
Scott Tod, of  OPP 
Investigations and 
Organized Crime, 
explained the successful 
cooperation of  all the 
different groups led 
to the dismantling 
of  the labs and the 
arrest of  five people. 
“It is in the name of  
preserving community 
safety that we are all 
here together,” said 
Tod. “Illegal drugs and 
clandestine labs are 
among the top priority 
(of  the Asian Organized 
Crime Task Force). 
We are very proud 
of  our work to bring 
these people to justice. 
“Clandestine drug labs, 
and the drugs they 
manufacture, have a toxic 
and destructive impact 
on the lives of  people, 
their communities, and 
the environment. They 
can also lead to a wide 
spectrum of  violent acts 
and property crimes 
involving criminal 
organizations.”

Tod also pointed out the 
potential environmental 
dangers caused by 
illegal drug production 
operations.

The producers are 
likely to illegally dispose 
of  the chemicals they use 
near the site, potentially 
contaminating the 
environment in the 
area. For example, the 
production of  one pound 
of  methamphetamine 
results in about six pounds 
of  toxic chemical waste. 
This toxic waste is 
usually disposed of  
through careless 
dumping, resulting in 
potential contamination 
of  nearby land and 
waterways.

The task force also 
reported that most of  the 
drugs being produced at 
the four locations were 
destined to go outside 
of  Canada and that 
loopholes in Canadian 
legislation makes it easier 
for criminals to produce 
large amounts of  drugs in 
the country. 

The size of  the labs in 
Canada is of  particular 
concern. Canada has 
some of  the largest labs in 
the world. 

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

A Fundamental 
Shift

Chief  Superintendent 
M i k e   A r m s t r o n g , 
Commander, OPP 
Organized Crime 
Enforcement Bureau, 
reported the chemical 
materials unto themselves 
are not necessarily 
illegal to import into 
Canada nor are they 
all currently named as 
controlled  substances 
under the Controlled 
Drug and Substances Act. 
“Clandestine drug labs 
can be found anywhere 
– both urban and rural 
areas are not immune,” 
said Armstrong. “The 
Organized Crime 
Enforcement Bureau 
will continue to 
target these labs as 
well as the criminal 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s   t h a t 
operate them. We want 
to make sure Ontario 
remains safe.”

Det. Sgt. Jim Walker 
of  the OPP OCEB Drug 
Enforcement, Clan Lab 
Investigation Response 
Team Coordinator, who 
was involved in the 
investigation, said the 
buildings don’t look 
different or suspicious. 
“Neighbours wouldn’t 
take a second glance at it,” 
said Walker, adding that it 
was the largest in terms 
of  finished seized product 
that he’s ever come across. 
“We were surprised at the 
volume.”

The individuals who 
are producing these illegal 
drugs are not certified 
chemists, which makes 
for a very hazardous and 
volatile situation, he said.

For those who are 
thinking about using the 
drug, Walker said to “look 
online and see what meth 
can do to you.”

Five people have 
been charged with 
various drug-related 
offences including three 
individuals from York 
Region. A 49-year-old from 
Aurora has been charged 
with possession of  a 
controlled substance for 
the purpose of  trafficking, 
production of  a controlled 
substance and trafficking 
in a controlled substance.

A 45-year–old from 
Aurora was charged with 
possession of  a controlled 
substance for the purpose 
of  trafficking and 
production of  a controlled 
substance.

A 28-year-old of  
Markham has been 
charged with possession 
of  items used in 
the production of  
methamphetamine.

A 55-year-old and 
a 39-year-old from 
Campbellford were 
charged with possession 
of  a controlled substance 
for the purpose of  
trafficking, production 
of  a controlled substance 
and setting a trap with 
intent to cause bodily 
harm. The 55-year-old 
was also charged with six 
counts of  trafficking in a 
controlled substance.

Drug trafficking charges highlight meth lab problem
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A & F Hair Elite
Barbershop & Hairstyling

Happy 65th 
Birthday Alfredo!

83 First Commerce Dr. 
Aurora | 905-727-8848

 
for $18.95

Your choice of two original  
meals (chicken, pork or gyro).
Includes Greek salad, one meal 
side, tzatziki and pita bread.
*Valid at 83 First Commerce Dr., Aurora. 
Must present coupon. Taxes not included. 
Not valid in combination with any other 
offers or specials. Dine-in & Take-out only.

grilled salmon salad

Dine-In • Take-Out • Delivery • Catering

 

       mrgreek.com original pork souvlaki

$
2 can dine
for  18.95$
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for  18.95

Expires: October 31, 2013

SALMON & 
SWEET POTATO 

FRIES

Introducing

®

Busy September? Call us for Take-Out or Delivery. 

F i b r o m y a l g i a  
i s  r e a c h i n g 
alarming levels and  
ineffective treatment is 
common.  If  you suffer 
from Fibromyalgia you 
need to know poorly known 
facts about the condition in  
order to avoid years of   
pain and suffering.

You may be experiencing 
constant, unrelenting 
joint pain …  tender, achy 
spots all over your body…  
including your neck 
and upper back…   pain  
between your shoulder 
blades …  chronic fatigue 
…  and maybe constant or 
intermittent headaches.  
You can’t sleep at night and 
are  exhausted all day.  

You can’t even enjoy 
the simple things in life  
anymore, such as playing 
with your children.  Getting 
out of  bed everyday is an 
unbelievable challenge.

Life has become 
unbearable... Your doctor 
does an exam... negative.  
He takes some  X-rays...
negative.  Does a few blood 
tests… negative.  Maybe 
even an MRI… negative.  

The doctor may tell 
you that you may have  

Fibromyalgia and may give 
you anti-inflammatories,  
pain relieving or 
muscle relaxing drugs. 
You may find that the  
approaches you try do not 
help or may even  make it 
feel worse. 

So you go back, again 
and again, and your doctor 
gives you different drugs 
to try to make you feel  
better.   

The doctor eventually 
may say... “I’ve done all  
I can do, you just need to 
learn to live with it...”

After  exhausting the  
list of  medications you may 
also be told it’s “all in your 
head” and they may even 
send you to a psychiatrist 
for anti-depressant drugs.

You may have gone 
through months, if  not 
years, of  grueling tests and 
drugs with horrible side  
effects.  

It is clear that sufferers 
need much more 
information on what 
Fibromyalgia really is 
and how they can help 
themselves.

There are other  
approaches, beyond the 
use of  drugs, that have  

safely and effectively 
helped many Fibromyalgia 
sufferers improve  their lives  
dramatically.

To help sufferers,   
a workshop is being offered  
to reveal effective ways  
to feel better, increase 
energy, improve sleep and 
improve quality of  life.  The 
workshop is at no- charge as  
a community service. 

The workshop will be 
held on Wed September 
18,  7:30 pm - 9 pm at the 
King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd Unit 10,  
Richmond Hill. Seating is 
limited.  

Call to make reser-
vations  888-837-0407.

Fibromyalgia 
Effective  Approaches for Lasting Relief  

There are other 
approaches, beyond 

the use of drugs, 
that have safely and  

effectively helped 
many Fibromyalgia 

sufferers  
feel better.

Advertorial

Budget talks should start closer to the mark: Councillors
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s next budget 
should be completed 
quicker and more 
accurately, according to 
some Councillors.

Council is due to sign 
off  on a schedule this week 
which would peg Aurora’s 
2014 Budget up for approval 
by mid-March.

But, going into this 
Tuesday’s Council meeting, 
some Councillors have 
expressed dismay on how 
long it takes to get there.

For Councillors Michael 
Thompson and John Abel, 
the later the budget process 
goes, the longer residents 
will stew before a final tax 
rate is reached. This could 
be seen in the 2013 budget 
process when Councillors 
started off  with a projected 
8.3 per cent tax increase for 
this year, a rate which was 
ultimately whittled down to 
3.77.

“Some of  the feedback we 
heard the last time around 
is the proposed increase was 
quite high,” said Councillor 
Thompson. “It seemed quite 
apparent around this table 
that there was no appetite 
to accept it as-is and it 
upset the residents that 
such a number was being 
proposed. 

“As we worked through 
the budget process and 
brought it down to the 
final number that was 
approved, it looked like it 
was artificially inflated so 
we would be able to tackle 
it and bring it down. I have 
some concerns about that 
process whereby we’re 

going to bring forward 
another budget with a 
proposed budget that might 
be higher than we all realise 
will be accepted. The last 
thing we want to do is send 
the wrong message.”

Councillor Abel 
expressed a similar 
viewpoint, but through the 
length of  time it is going 
to be to get to that final 
conclusion. The process, 
he said, “sets up months of  
negative responses” until 
Council can finally get to 
the “gist” of  the budget.

“By the time we get it 
whittled down, we take 
our share of  criticism at 
every level,” he said. “That 
is because it is open and 
transparent, and I really 
have no issue with that, [but] 
what I find disappointing 
is other municipalities like 
East Gwillimbury...and 
Newmarket will have theirs 
done by December. 

“I thought we had the 
same sort of  consensus [on 
doing things earlier] and 
we have done absolutely 
nothing.”

For Councillor Pirri, 
Councillors have asked 
“multiple times” to 
start earlier, but it still 
continues to be status quo. 
He questioned why more 
things aren’t being done 
over the summer to lay the 
budget groundwork. 

In response, Dan Elliott, 
Treasurer for the Town of  
Aurora, said job evaluations 
internally took his 
department much longer to 
complete and the process 
has been lagging with a 
vacancy in the position 

of  Manager of  Financial 
Planning, although that job 
has now been filled and will 
be active next week. 

“I did solicit some 
feedback from the 2013 
process and unfortunately I 
didn’t hear those comments 
at that time,” he said. “I 
heard nothing. “Going into 
this fall, we were under 
the status quo approach. 
I am hearing comments 
around the table [and] we 
can have a discussion about 
expectations around the 
budget process and how 
much time…but I don’t 
think I can do that before 
Christmas this year.”

Some Councillors, 
however, expressed 
satisfaction with the length 
of  time it will take the 
budget from start to finish. 
For Councillor Buck, a 
lengthy process was a 
hallmark of  the importance 
of  the budget. She said there 
is no more important task 
for a Councillor each year 
than completing the budget 
and to do it right takes time.

“Everything stems from 
the budget and we could 
certainly be more efficient 
if  we just rubber-stamped 
everything that is put before 
us by staff  and there is no 
political input whatsoever,” 
she said. “Everything we 
do is out in the open there 
is no stone left unturned, 
and that doesn’t worry me 
at all.”

This view was bolstered 
by Councillors Sandra 
Humfryes and John Gallo. 
Everybody would love to 
have the budget process 
shorter, said Councillor 

Humfryes, but on the 
flipside it is important to do 
it as thoroughly as possible. 
It’s not wasting time, it’s 
using time effectively, she 
concluded. For Councillor 
Gallo, however, now that 
Council has increased 
the threshold to which 
municipal departments 
can spend on items that 
have already been budgeted 
for without returning to 
Council for approval, this is 
a year to be more vigilant. 

“I am committed to 
spending much more time 
on the budget than I may 
have in the past because 
we changed our procedural 
bylaw of  the threshold staff  
can spend without coming 
back to us,” said Councillor 
Gallo. “It is going to be our 
only opportunity to see 
some of  those projects and 
the only time to ask question 
and get feedback from staff.”

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
also supported the plan 
brought forward by Mr. 
Elliott.

“We need to look at 
what has gone on over the 
last couple of  years,” said 
Mayor Dawe. “Mr. Elliott 
and [Town Clerk John] 
Leach have worked very 
hard to put together a 10 
year capital forecast that we 
have never had. It took a lot 
of  time and resources for 
him to do. He can do that, or 
he can do something else. 

Aurora taxpayers will 
have multiple chances to 
have their voices heard on 
the 2014 budget.

If  a schedule before 
Council is approved this 
week, this year’s round 
of  budget talks will kick 
off  on Monday, November 
4 with a budget overview 
meeting at 7 p.m. 

The talks get underway 
in earnest with an all-
day session on Monday, 
November 18 to go over 
the Capital Budget, 
including items related 
to infrastructure and 
growth, with a second 

session earmarked for 
November 25.

The 2014 Operating 
Budget debates, which 
cover departmental 
budgets as well as those 
covered by the Aurora 
Public Library and the 
Aurora Cultural Centre, 
will get underway in an 
all-day session scheduled 
for Saturday, January 11. 

After a series of  
meetings through January 
and February, Dan Elliott, 
Treasurer for the Town 
of  Aurora, pegs final 
budget approval at either 
February 25 or March 18. 

Budget talks begin this November

“These are very essential 
elements to allow us to 
actually move into a more 
efficient and effective 
budget. I believe that has the 

underpinnings [of] getting 
into that place where we 
could be far more efficient 
and have that capability in 
the future.”

New owners of Collis lands will take responsibility
By Brock Weir

The future of  the former 
site of  Collis Leather 
continues to be in question. 

Maple Leaf  Foods, the 
owner of  the historic Tyler 
Street tannery property, 
sold the land and building 
last week leaving some of  
the building’s neighbours to 
question just what the next 
steps will be. 

Influencing the sale, the 
Town of  Aurora’s bylaw 
department put orders on 
the property owners to 
fix up multiple building 
violations on the site.  

While questions have 
swirled over the potential 
future use of  the building, 
and the concerns of  
environmentalists of  
contaminants such as 
chromium, commonly 
used in leather processing, 
being found in surrounding 
soil and water, Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner 
underscored further 
residential concerns last 
week.

She said she has been 

fielding questions from “a 
very concerned group of  
residents” over the area’s 
future and just who was 
responsible for the cleanup.

Techa van Leeuwen, 
Aurora’s Director of  
Building and Bylaw, told 
Council that the current 
property owner would 
ultimately be responsible 
for ensuring all compliance 
with the Town’s property 
standards bylaw in addition 
to Aurora’s Clean Yards 
bylaw.

This explanation didn’t 
go far enough for Councillor 
Gaertner. She said 
clarification was needed on 
who was “going to assume 
liability” for any damage 
faced by surrounding 
landowners when the new 
owners of  Collis Leather get 
down to business.

“There is lumber being 
piled up against one of  the 
resident’s fences and the 
weight is going to damage 
the fence,” she said. 

According to Warren 
Mar, Solicitor for the Town 
of  Aurora, a resolution 

for something like that 
would take place strictly 
between the two property 
owners through a civil 
action, rather than the 
municipality being a player.

David Bauer, spokesman 
for Maple Leaf  Foods, was 
unable to confirm further 
details of  the sale with  
The Auroran. Last week, 
however, Ms. Van Leeuwen 
said any bylaw issues levied 
against Maple Leaf  Foods 
would transfer directly to 
the new owner. 

 “The new owner is aware 
of  those orders. The new 
owners take responsibility 
and the orders will remain 
until they are dealt with and 
compliance is achieved.

“[Maple Leaf  has] taken 
action to rectify those 
orders and part of  the 
action they chose was to 
vacate the building and sell 
it. That is their method to 
achieve compliance and 
they are following through 
with that. We will follow 
up [with them on the new 
ownership] and make sure 
compliance is achieved.”
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NEW LOCATION AS OF AUG. 1ST 2013
 

 

905-727-4651

Come visit us at

AURORA GREENHOUSEWe’ve 
MOVED!

www.auroragreenhouse.ca

225 Industrial Pkwy S, Unit #23 Aurora, On.
We face to the north and we have parking right outside our unit. 
We still have cut flowers, planter baskets, gift gaskets and more 

space to specialize in larger Weddings and special events!

www.auroragreenhouse.ca

All types of Filters, Humidifiers,
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps 

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

• Commercial/Business Law 
• Corporate Law 

• Real Estate 

PETER E. REISS B.A., LL.B. 

Tel: 905 727 2500   Email: law@p-reiss.com

Results–Focused Service

www.hoedown.ca

Chris Seldon
Marshall Dane

Showdown Winner
Leah Daniels

Slocan Ramblers

2013 
Hoedown Charities

Jonathan’s Restaurant
14845 Yonge Street, Aurora

Neighbourhood Network
14988 Yonge Street, Aurora

TICKETS ON SALE AT:

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown, left, accompanied Dr. Kellie Leitch, Minister of Labour and Minister of Status 
of Women on a visit to the riding Monday morning. Dr. Leitch and Ms. Brown visited Women’s Support Net-
work of York Region in Newmarket where they announced new funding for a 30 month project to tackle human  
trafficking locally.                                   Auroran photo by S. Mulholland

Government fights trafficking of Women and Girls in York Region
By Chris McGowan

Dr. Kellie Leitch, 
Minister of  Labour 
and Minister of  Status 
of  Women, along with 
Lois Brown, Member 
of  Parliament for 
N e w m a r k e t - Au r o r a , 
announced $200,000 in 
funding for a 30 month 
project to address 
the issues of  human 
trafficking in York 
Region. 

The announcement 
was made Monday in 
the riding in a meeting 
attended by Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe, and 
members of  the project 
team from the Women’s 
Support Network.  

This new project is 
aimed at eliminating 
human trafficking.  

“Ending the violence 
against women and 
girls is a priority for our 
Government” said Ms. 
Brown.  

Funding has been 
increased to women’s 
programs to its highest 
level yet to help stop 
human trafficking in 
York Region.  This project 
is being managed by 
the Women’s Support 
Network of  York Region, 
Project Coordinator 
Loren Delaney, and is 
specifically focused on 
the trafficking of  girls 
and women in York 
Region between the ages 
of  13 and 19.  

This age group is at 

the greatest risk as they 
are the biggest users 
of  internet and social 
Media where luring and 
sexual exploitation is 
predominantly taking 
place.  

“Women and girls make 
up about eighty percent 
of  human trafficking 
worldwide, and are 
particularly vulnerable 
to sexual exploitation” 
said Ms. Brown.  “$62 
million has been funded 
to projects to end violence 
against women and girls, 
with human trafficking 
being one of  the areas the 
government is focusing 
on.”

Dr.  Leitch was happy to 
announce this project in 
hopes that it will ensure 
the safety and security to 
women and girls in York 
Region.  

“Canadians think 
everything is great, and 
that we do not have these 
challenges on our soil, 
but we do” said Leitch.   
“Our Government is 
doing their part to ensure 
Canadians are safe, 
particularly focusing 
on the violence against 
women and girls.” 

The announcement 
of  this new project was 
hosted by Samina Esmail, 
member of  the Board of  
Directors of  the Women’s 
Support Network of  York 
Region. The Women’s 
Support Network (WSN) 
is a rape crisis centre 
which is mandated to 

serve all of  York Region.  
WSN provides 

free, non-judgemental 
immediate and 
confidential services 
to support women who 
have experienced sexual 
violence in the York 
Region area. Funding is 
provided to WSN from the 
Ministry of  the Attorney 
General, and Project 
Funding is obtained from 
the Canadian Women’s 
Foundation, and Status 
of  Women of  Canada.  

WSN specializes in the 
support of  sexual assault, 
sexual harassment, child 
sexual abuse, incest 
and commercial sexual 
exploitation.  They are 
tasked with providing 
group and individual 
counselling, as well as 
providing education 
to students and the 
public regarding sexual 
violence.  

“At WSN our goal 
is to eradicate sexual 
violence” said Esmail.  

Working with WSN on 
the new project will be 
the York Regional Police, 
local women’s groups, and 
social service agencies. 
The end result will lead 
to the development of  a 
region-wide plan lead by 
the Region’s Anti Human 
Trafficking Committee. 

“Our organization 
is committed to 
eliminating the crime 
of  human trafficking 
and preventing the 
exploitation of  vulnerable 

women and girls,” 
said Kelly Cameron, 
Human Trafficking 
Program Developer for 
the Women’s Support 
Network of  York Region. 
“A community action plan 
is needed to prioritize 
and coordinate our 
efforts effectively. We are 
pleased to partner with 
Status of  Women Canada 
and local agencies on this 
important project.”

For more information 
on the project or to learn 
how to provide volunteer 
services to the Women’s 
Support Network please 
visit their website at   www.
womenssupportnetwork.
ca.
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By Brock Weir

Timberlane Athletic Club 
could be sold by the middle 
of  September. 

A sale for the tennis club 
on Vandorf  Road is expected 
to go through Monday, 
September 16. 

According to a statement 
sent out to club members, 
Timberlane said “an 
agreement has been signed 
with a date of  September 
16 to finalize the agreement 
of  purchase of  the assets of  
Timberlane.”

The notice goes on to say 
that if  all goes according to 
plan, the deal is “proposed’ 
to close on January 15, 2014.

“At this point, we are in 
negotiations with the intent 
to continue the operation 
of  the club under a new 
ownership structure,” the 
notice concluded. 

A staff  member for 
Timberlane, who asked not 
to be named, confirmed 
the notice on Wednesday. 
While they said there “is an 
offer in the works”, there 
will be further details made 
available on September 16. 

The future of  the club is 
still uncertain. They said 
while they understood the 
potential new owners have 
an eye for redevelopment, it 
is mere “speculation” and 
a few years ahead if  that is 

indeed the case.
“We’re fairly optimistic 

they will want to continue 
on with the facility until 
they have all their rezoning 
permits in place, but that is 
all speculation at this point,” 
they said. 

Timberlane Athletic Club 
opened its doors 26 years ago. 

The vision of   Ken 
Sinclair, Timberlane was 
inspired by an octagon 
shaped club in Australia, 
that sparked a dream. 

Upon return from his 
trip down under, Sinclair 
got to work and purchased 
the 81 acre farm, south 
of  Industrial Parkway in 
Aurora, to create the ‘Cricket 

Club of  the North’.
Timberlane Athletic Club 

celebrated its official grand 
opening in 1987. By that time, 
a few indoor courts had also 
been added and a private 
dining room (which seated 
150 guests) had been built.

Recognizing the need to 
expand service offerings 
to increase its customer 
base, Timberlane began to 
evolve its facilities, and its 
reputation followed. The 
largest change came in 2001, 
when one of  the indoor 
tennis courts was converted 
into a fitness centre. The 
move was a success, and 
memberships soared to over 
1,600.

Artistic renderings of the proposed tower (see  
flagpole) were on display last week.

Timberlane Athletic Club could be sold as early as Monday

Bayview and Wellington 
neighbours have say on nearby 
cell tower

By Brock Weir

Residents who could find themselves living adjacent 
to a new cell phone tower slated for the northwest corner 
of  Bayview and Wellington had their first chance to 
sound off  on the plan.

Altus Group, consultants retained by Bell Canada, 
held their first of  two open houses last week at the 
Aurora Public Library to inform residents of  plans for 
a new flag pole-style telecommunications tower behind 
the Longo’s Plaza. 

Consultants gave neighbours a rundown of  what the 
29 metre proposed cell tower will look like from various 
angles, including the Wellington streetscape, and to 
reassure residents of  any health fears they might have 
about emissions from the device. 

They cited Safety Code 6, the Health Canada 
parameter established to determine and regulate any 
effects of  mobile phones, wi-fi, and similar devices. 
Information distributed at the meeting on behalf  of  
Bell underscored that achieving and complying with 
Safety Code 6, which sets exposure limits, is essential 
before any tower can go forward. 

For some residents attending the meeting, what was 
essential to them was not just making sure health code 
specifications were met, but also that the process was 
right.

A second meeting is scheduled for October 17 at 5 
p.m. at the Aurora Public Library (see page 20)  after the 
latest notification process went awry. To the west of  the 
proposed cell tower site lies a complex of  condominium 
townhouses. While some of  these adjacent homeowners 
were directly notified of  the public meeting by Bell’s 
consultants, others simply received word through their 
local condominium board.

“We are pushing Bell and the Altus group to get with 
the process,” said a local condo board member who asked 
that his name not be used. “We didn’t get the mailing we 
were supposed to. We need 30 days’ notice and we just 
got the letter two weeks ago. We also questioned [the 
location] of  the tower. He said consultants said they had 
asked about the pole location, but they never did. 

“We wanted this area to be a park, but we gave it to 
Longo’s because they promised they would preserve 
the greenery and put in more trees,” he said. “They 
don’t load and unload before 5 a.m. and they agreed to 
a number of  conditions and they shouldn’t have done 
[this pole placement] without consulting.”

Citing lands on three of  the other four corners at the 
Bayview and Wellington intersection, the southern two, 
for instance, which are owned by Magna International 
and Toyota Canada, the resident questioned why Bell 
didn’t get the green light to put the tower just south of  
the intersection.

“We are the cheapest houses around here and maybe 
they thought it would be easier to work with us, or work 
us,” he said with a laugh. “I don’t want that tower to be 
there simply because we have more than 30 kids in the 
Sandlewood Court area; I have a five year old daughter 
and I don’t want her to live close to the tower.”

Tuesday’s meeting didn’t just attract neighbours 
who could be directly impacted by the proposed 
tower; it also afforded Aurora residents affected by 
the significantly larger cell phone tower built on the 
King side of  Bathurst Street overlooking an Aurora 
neighbourhood a chance to have their opinions heard. 

Councillor Sandra Humfryes was also on hand to 
support these residents’ efforts to have something done 
about that site. 

“There isn’t a day that goes by where I don’t have 
someone [mentioning it],” Councillor Humfryes told 
consultants. “I think this [Longo’s tower] would have 
been a whole different story if  that other tower didn’t 
happen. If  there is any message you can bring back 
from a residential perspective, it’s…come up here and 
take your executives out for a little drive and how would 
you like that in your back yard. 

“If  there is anything you can take back [from this] 
it is that Aurora is burned. Aurora is burned by that 
Tower and it is going to be very difficult for Bell to come 
here and do business.”
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$300
napoleonfireplaces.com

*
*FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Please call for details

Get Your Money! 

- Understanding Ontario’s Tax Credits and Benefits for Individuals and Families
 (presented by the Ontario Ministry of Finance)

 
Are you receiving all of the Ontario tax credits and benefits you are entitled to?

 
              Do you know about the:

 • Ontario Trillium Benefit (Sales Tax Credit, Energy and Property Tax Credit,  
                 Nortern Ontario Energy Credit)
 • Children’s Activity Tax Credit
 • Ontario Child Benefit
 • Ontario Child Care Supplement for Working Families
 • Healthy Homes Renovation Tax Credit
 • Senior Homeowner’s Property Tax Grant
 • Guaranteed Annual Income System (GAINS)

 • Non-refundable tax credits such as the disability amount and medical expenses.

 Attend this seminar to see what credits and benefits you may qualify for,  
how to apply for them, and how to obtain additional information.

RSVP to Christine Brown 905-727-5421 by September 17

Aurora Public Library
Wednesday, September 18, 10:00 am - 11:30 am

Sponsored by Thompson Funeral Home

104 participants from Aurora and Newmarket came to Newmarket’s Fairy Lake 
Sunday to take part in the annual Parkinson’s SuperWalk. Nearly $23,300 was col-
lected locally and money from online pledges is still rolling in. Pictured above are 
Lucy, Sherry, Oette, walk organizer Kim Rouse Parypa, Karen, Sisley, Kristina and, 
in front, Emma and Kaitie.                                                              Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Cultural blueprint to include arts, heritage and sport
By Brock Weir

Few would dispute 
hockey and lacrosse being 
an indelible part of  the 
Canadian fabric, but can 
sport also be culture?

That is a question 
currently being grappled 
with by Council as they take 
the next step in establishing 
a Cultural Master Plan for 
Aurora.

Council approved 
drafting a Cultural Master 
Plan, a plan which would 
bring together groups such 
as the Aurora Public Library, 
Aurora Cultural Centre, 
Theatre Aurora, Aurora 
Historical Society (AHS), 
and a host of  the usual 
suspects, to form an overall 
playbook for the Town’s 
cultural service providers, 
earlier this year.

This week, they will be 
asked to take the next step 
in forming an ad-hoc group 
to steer it the rest of  the way. 
Town staff  have proposed 
a new working group to 
look at ways to deliver and 
foster culture within Aurora 
comprised of  various Town 
departments as well as the 
Cultural Centre, Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce, 
Theatre Aurora, AHS, Sport 
Aurora, the York Region 
Arts Council, and the Aurora 
Public Library Board. 

The terms of  reference 
call on the group to 
“cater to a wide range 
of  cultural pursuits and 
places”, including visual, 
performance, literary, 
and public arts; cultural 
heritage; festivals and 
traditions; music; media 

arts; traditional crafts; 
business and tourism; and 
education, among others. 

While Councillors had 
different suggestions of  
which local groups could 
and should be represented 
within the ad-hoc committee, 
including a greater Council 
representation, Al Downey, 
Director of  Parks and 
Recreation, said consultants 
retained to draft the plan 
wanted to keep membership 
to a minimum.

Of  the proposed 
membership, however, the 
inclusion of  Sport Aurora 
raised the most eyebrows. 

The alarm bells were first 
raised by Councillors Evelyn 
Buck and John Gallo. While 
the former said sport had no 
place in a Cultural Plan, the 
latter said sport indeed had a 
place, but sport in Aurora is 
not best represented by Sport 
Aurora.

Councillor Gallo’s 
argument was although 
Sport Aurora represented 
a wide-range of  sports, 
they did not include reps 
from Aurora Youth Soccer 
or Aurora Minor Hockey, 
Aurora’s two largest, and 
fastest growing, sporting 
groups.

“That is significant 
to me,” he said, before 
seconding an amendment 
floated by Councillor Buck 
to remove Sport Aurora from 
the roster altogether. 

Similar views were 
expressed by Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner who said 
she believed the number 
of  groups participating in 
the ad-hoc committee was 
simply too large. Sporting 

groups, for instance, should 
be encouraged to provide 
input to the committee before 
their final recommendations 
come to Council rather 
than participating on the 
committee itself, she argued. 

“I just don’t think it 
is right to put one group 
that represents not all of  
the sports [groups] on our 
committee,” she said.

First speaking against the 
move was Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe. He said Council 
should not exclude Sport 
Aurora simply because there 
are some groups outside of  
its jurisdiction any more 
than soccer or hockey should 
be excluded because they’re 
not affiliated with Sport 
Aurora. 

“Sport represents a huge 
element of  the culture of  
this town,” argued Mayor 
Dawe. “Culture is a very 
wide-ranging definition and 
they are one group who are 
well-organized and I agree 
that they do not represent 
everyone, but they certainly 
represent a wide range of  
bodies of  sport disciplines.”

Sport plays a “critical 
role” in developing the 
“cultural and social fabric of  
any community”, added Mr. 
Downey when questioned 
by Councillor Michael 
Thompson on why they were 
included in the first place. It 
is important for sport to be 
included, and Sport Aurora 
has a number of  contacts 
throughout the sporting 
community. Including them 
in the group does not mean 
that soccer and hockey 
would go unrepresented and 
he said they would be able to 
participate in “stakeholder 
meetings and discussions 
with assisting us and making 
recommendations on the 
Cultural Master Plan.

“I certainly believe 
we would benefit from 
representatives from Sport 
Aurora and their views on 
what role sport plays in the 
development of  culture 

Cul-de-sac parking rules should be 
overhauled: Councillor

By Brock Weir

If  you have ever driven to 
a cul-de-sac and have been 
stumped on where to park, 
an option might become 
available if  Councillor Paul 
Pirri gets his way. 

Councillor Pirri is 
slated to introduce a notice 
of  motion at this week’s 
Council meeting calling 
for a report paving the way 
for parking in the centre 
of  certain courts. It is 
currently illegal in Aurora 
to park in the centre of  
a cul-de-sac, but Council 
direction could change that 
if  the street meets certain 
criteria. 

“I have heard from a 
few different people that 
they found out by getting 
a ticket [parking in a cul-
de-sac] was illegal,” says 
Councillor Pirri. “It is 
something a lot of  people 
do without knowing you’re 
not supposed to do it. To me, 
when some cul-de-sacs have 
an island at the centre of  
them, I don’t know what the 
difference would be between 
a physical island with trees 
planted in the middle of  
hem and in island, of  sorts, 
of  cars.

“I think a lot of  people 
have had one or two bad 
experiences with finding 
out their cars are parked 
illegally.”

From his perspective, 
the problem with cul-de-
sac parking stems from the 
angle in which driveways 
enter out onto the roads in 

question. There is not a lot 
of  room to park on the sides 
of  the roads in a densely 
packed court and when 
there is, it can be awkward 
and problematic.

If  the Councillor 
introduces his notice of  
motion this month, he 
says it will note that lifting 
such parking bans would 
only be in effect during the 
summer months as during 
the winter, cul-de-sacs need 
space for snow cleared from 
the roads.

“Overall, I think some of  
the overnight parking laws 
also need to be looked at, 
but really I think the major 
issue is when people are 
having company or parties, 
these people need places to 
park,” he says. “I think it 
should be dictated by the 
size of  the cul-de-sac, how 
much room is available, and 
how tight the diameter is. 

“I think it would be 
easy to fit in some basic 
guidelines in terms of  the 
size and, if  it is too small, 
they wouldn’t be parking 
there. If  it is large enough to 
accommodate it, it should.”

Councillor Pirri’s motion 
specifies such a report back 
to Council should look 
specifically at parking in the 
centre of  cul-de-sacs during 
the summer months and, of  
course, cul-de-sacs which do 
not have centre islands.

If  the Notice of  
Motion continues on its 
normal course, it will be 
up for Council debate on 
September 24.

within the community,” Mr. 
Downey concluded.

The issue continued 
to divide Council and 
ultimately Councillor Buck’s 
motion was defeated. The 
recommendation moves 
ahead this week as-is, and 
the arguments could well 
continue. 

Once the ad-hoc group 
is approved, they will host 
a number of  stakeholder 
meetings to devise the plan 
which will be open to the 
public, said Mr. Downey. 
This will also provide any 
members of  the public the 
opportunity to provide 
suggestions and direction 
to make sure consultants 
ensure all concerns of  
individuals and groups are 
addressed.

“We’re not excluding 
anybody,” said Mr. Downey. 
“We have to pick a group.”

What do you think? Does 
Aurora’s culture include 
sport? Send your thoughts to 
letters@auroran.com. 
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Soaring 9 ft ceilings!  Open concept floor plan!  Gleaming hrdwd strip flrs!  Gourmet centre 
island kitchen w/granite counter  & heated floors!  Main floor master w/5pc ensuite & big 
w-in!  2 bdrms, 4pc bath & den on 2nd level!  Spectacular vista view over golf course! 
Gated exclusivity!

Wycliffe Gardens aurora! bunaloft shoWstopper!

$739,900

hunter’s Glen 5200 sf GeM!  picturesQue priVacy 2.5 acres!

$2,549,900

Superb completely reno’d estate home in Aurora’s most sought-after estate community!  
Updated & upgraded “gourmet” centre island kit!  Sumptuous master w/enticing en-
suite!  Updated baths!  Knock-out prof. f inished walk-out bsmt!  Oasis backyard w/
pool with waterfall & hot tub and party room!  Simply sensational!

Sales office at Lot 17 Davina Circle – Yonge St. north of Bloomington to signs!  Open House Sat & Sun 
1-4pm or by appointment.  4900 SF model home!  5 forested ravine lots available and 4 floor plans to 
choose from!  4,450 SF to 5,670 SF, some with main floor master bedroom!  Gated privacy and much 
more!  Stone, stone & stucco or stone & brick exteriors!  Amazing attention to detail by renowned 
builder!  Builder finished basement optional! Price is subject to HST

aurora’s  blooMinGton heiGhts!  bunGaloW Models aVailable!

From $2,000,000

Picturesque views of the countryside!  Two 2-car garages!  Interlock drive with coachlights!  
Open concept flr plan!  Hrdwd strip floors!  Modern centre island kitchen w/granite cntrs  
& open to sunken spacious fam rm w/woodburning fireplace!  Sundrenched solarium!   
5 walk-outs!  Trail through property!  Loads of parking!   $1,199,888

4000sf Modern country hoMe!  64 acres! Mt. albertbunGaloft beauty!  finished baseMent!  aurora!

$749,900

 Soaring 9 ft. ceilings!  Gleaming hardwood strip floors!  Living room with vaulted ceiling!  
Coffered ceiling in dining room!  Gourmet maple kitchen with granite counters & huge 
breakfast bar “open” to spacious family room w/walk-out to oversized cedar deck!  Knock-
out  open concept finished lower level!  Quiet child-safe crescent!

Shows like a “dream”!  Fresh modern décor!  Above-grade fam rm, living rm & laundry! Large 
fam rm  with w/o to fenced yard!  Spac. LR w/10ft ceiling and 2 picture wdws!  Sep. dining!  
Updated eat-in kit!  Master w/semi-ensuite access to updated main “marble” bath!  Over 2,000 
SF!  Steps to Yonge, shopping, transit & community pool!

huGe seMi condo renoVated beauty!

$349,900

Simply sensational!  Soaring 9 to 14 ft. ceilings!   Open concept floor plan!  Gleaming hrdwd strip 
floors!  Separate formal dining rm!   Main flr den!  Gourmet custom centre island kit open to huge 
“great room” w/custom cabinetry!  Inviting master w/enticing ensuite!  Builder prof. finished lower level 
w/massive rec room w/wet bar, custom built-ins, 2 bdrms & 3pc bath!  $1,145,000

KinG Valley!  Gated eXclusiVity! bunGaloW beauty!

updated bacKsplit! priVate lot! aurora!

$459,900

Wow – value here!  Modern neutral décor!  Spacious great room with broadloom over  
hardwood!  Big ceramic eat-in kitchen with ceramic backsplash!  2nd bedroom w/cus-
tom built-in desk office area!  Professionally finished lower level with inlaw potential 
with separate entrance, 3-piece bath, family room & den!

Bring your business home! Paved road access!  3 minutes to Highway 27! 2000+ square  foot, 8 year 
old bungalow! Open concept with bright, professionally finished lower level with in-law potential!  
Oversized heated double garage! Separate 3000 SF shop with 3 drive-in bay doors, 18 foot clear 
height and heated workroom! Loads of parking for trailers & trucks!

innisfil! 25 acres! custoM bunGaloW and 3000 sf shop!

$1,250,000

Now complete, Petch House  
awaits a purpose

By Brock Weir

It has stood in and around Aurora in various locations 
for significant chunks of  three different centuries, but over 
160 years since its logs were first sawn and put into place, 
Aurora’s Petch House is a building looking for a purpose.

Reconstruction and restoration is largely complete on 
what is believed to be one of  Aurora’s oldest surviving homes. 
After beginning life in what was once Whitchurch near the 
present Highway 404, Aurora inched closer and closer to its 
territory eventually enveloping not just the house, but the 
history that came with it. 

Making way for development, the house was hoisted and 
moved southward on Leslie Street, just below Wellington 
Street where it languished for the better part of  a decade, 
decaying and becoming overrun with wildlife. 

In the last months of  the previous Council, after several 
years of  debate on just what to do with the house – ideas 
ranged from a visitor’s centre to one heck of  a bonfire – the 
Council of  the day put the wheels in motion on a plan to 
restore the building to its former glory.  

Continuing with support from the current Council, the 
building was dismantled in 2011 and after several debates 
a home was finally found for it behind the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre at the formal entrance of  the Aurora Community 
Arboretum. 

The logs were individually catalogued and evaluated for 
condition, spruced up and, where needed, authentic materials 
were located to complete the building. Focusing on the logs 
themselves, which were in various states of  decay, each one 
was given a rudimentary cleaning before more intense steam 
cleaning and, in some cases, bleached and otherwise treated 
for durability before being left to air dry. 

Some of  the wood was beyond repair and new wood needed 
to be joined to the old in a way barely discernable to the eye. 

Much of  the restoration work was carried out by Peter 
Van Nostrand and, in order to complete the project, the Town 
of  Aurora put much of  its Heritage Salvage Program, a 
collection of  materials collected from local demolition sites, at 
his disposal to fill in the gaps and foster an air of  authenticity. 

Now firmly in place off  John West Way, clad in freshly 
treated wood siding, and surrounded by landscaping, all that’s 
needed to finish the job is hydro and a purpose, according to 
Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of  Parks and Recreation.

Mr. Downey was joined at the Petch House last week by 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, Aurora CAO Neil Garbe, and Parks 
Director Jim Tree on a sneak peek inside the house. Following 
the tour, Mr. Downey said aside from those two details, the job 
is done from their perspective.

Sarah Tienkamp inspects fresh flowers outside Petch House last week. (Inset) A tour of the recently restored 
heritage building was provided by Aurora CAO Neil Garbe, Parks and Recreation Director Al Downey, Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe, Parks Manager Jim Tree, and Ms. Tienkamp.                                     Auroran photos by David Falconer

“We have stated we were going to relocate the building, 
dismantle it, prepare a site where it is at the Seniors’ Centre, 
put it back together and restore it to as much of  its original 
state as possible, put in the windows and doors, and we have 
completed that task,” he said. “The next task is for Council 
to have discussions on what the future uses for the building 
might be.”

A report to Council recommending getting the wheels in 
motion to determine just what that future use might be is 
already in the works, he added. 

As debate swirled over the future of  the Petch House when 
it did indeed appear to be in jeopardy, proposed uses included 
a welcome centre to the Aurora Wildlife Park, when locating 
it near the future wildlife preserve off  Wellington Street East 
between Bayview and Leslie was in the cards, to a place for 
students to come and gain first-hand, hands-on knowledge of  
Aurora’s early days.

Thus far, however, no community group has expressed 

a formal interest in using it, said Mr. Downey, noting the 
building will come with its own challenges, such as a lack of  
bathroom and sanitary plumbing.

“They haven’t come forward and that might be because 
they don’t know it is done,” he said. “We now have it to a state 
where people can come and view it and maybe have some 
discussions on what the future uses mght be. It has some 
limitations with regards to size, with regards to the various 
heritage aspects, but there might be a use out there that we 
haven’t contemplated yet. We’re all ears at this point.”

Despite Petch House being placed behind the Seniors’ 
Centre and at the entrance of  the Arboretum, Mr. Downey said 
he didn’t anticipate either organization having a direct stake 
in the consultation process unless it had an equally direct 
impact on their operations. According to Parks Manager 
Jim Tree, approximately $146,000 was spent on the building 
restoration. Municipal Staff  assisted in some aspects of  the 
work, he said, including landscaping.
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Residents want say on cutting surviving trees
By Brock Weir

A new housing lot 
near Bayview and 
Vandorf  Road has raised 
some concerns from 
surrounding neighbours 
after a homeowner has 
applied to remove three 
trees from his lot. 

The two sugar maples 
and one black locust 
on Longthorp Court 
property were slated 
for removal pending 
Council’s decision last 
week. 

The lot in question was 
previously occupied by 
the heritage designated 
Allen Brown House. 
According to Marco 
Ramunno, Aurora’s 
Director of  Planning, 
one of  the provisions to 
building on the site of  
the relocated home, even 
after its move, was the 
heritage designation for 
its surrounding trees 
were kept in place – 
including the three in 
question. 

An arborist’s report 
indicated that two of  the 
three trees are in “good 
condition” with one 
coming in merely as fair, 
said Mr. Ramunno.

“The report also 
makes recommendations 
that one of  the trees 
will require bracing 
to provide additional 
support and that grading 
and disturbance of  the 

root zones of  the trees is 
not recommended,” said 
Mr. Ramunno.

The recommendation 
to remove the trees was 
subject to Council debate 
at the committee level last 
week. Property owner 
Chris Kotsopoulous 
delegated to Council to 
persuade them to approve 
the tree removal because 
keeping things as they 
are would adversely 
affect grading and, 
consequently, drainage 
on his property.

Part of  the problem, 
he added, is the trees 
were originally planted 
too close together and 
while two of  the three 
come together to form an 
impressive canopy, if  one 
tree was removed, that 
canopy would be halved. 

“All three of  these trees 
are sitting on a plateau 
that is over a metre 
higher than the grade of  
the walkout basement on 
the rear of  the house,” he 
said. “This higher ground 
is about six metres from 
the back of  the house and 
it is causing water to pool 
towards the house versus 
away from it to the catch 
basins that are there.”

On hand to hear the 
arguments were seven 
neighbouring residents. 
According to Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes, these 
residents requested 
more time to make their 

arguments to Council on 
why the trees should stay 
in place. She requested a 
final decision be delayed 
until September 17 
giving neighbours time 
to consider both their 
own arguments and those 
of  Council and make a 
delegation to state their 
case.

“The residents would 
like an opportunity to 
understand the report 
a bit further, have some 
discussions with staff  
and make a delegation 
if  they can as these 
trees do impact the 
neighbourhood as 
well,” said Councillor 
Humfryes. 

The request to defer 
for a couple of  weeks 
was supported by Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe who 
also requested more 
information on the 
landowner’s grading 
concerns. 

Also supporting the 
motion to defer was 
C o u n c i l l o r  M i c h a e l 
T h o m p s o n  w h o 
questioned whether all 
property owners in the 
area were aware of  the 
special conditions put on 
these trees. Mr. Ramunno 
said most of  the 
neighbours were aware 
of  the situation and he 
has had discussions with 
many of  them himself. 

“They purchased their 
homes on the belief  that 

the trees would stay and 
[need] an opportunity to 
address their concerns,” 
said Councillor 
Thompson.

For others, such as 
Councillors Evelyn Buck 
and John Gallo, the 
deferral vote last week 
was slightly premature. 
From Councillor Buck’s 
perspective, if  they had 
the debate on the matter 
last week and waited 
until this week’s Council 
meeting to postpone a 
decision, it would give 
residents in the audience 
a much better idea of  
their positions and points 
to consider when making 
their own delegations.

Nevertheless, looking 
at the photos provided of  
some of  the grading that 
had already taken place 
on the side, she expressed 
concern that the damage 
had already been done. 

“Sugar maple have 
surface roots that spread 
all over,” she said, looking 
at cuts into the ground 
just over a metre in depth. 
“Depending on how close 
that cut was made in the 
ground, that tree would 
[have lost quite a bit of  
its roots already. I can see 
roots that appear to be 
coming out of  the trees. 
What I am interested in 
is how much damage was 
done to the trees already 
when the excavation was 
made.”

Live streaming committee meetings poses problems: Town
By Brock Weir

When Aurora 
Councillors sit down in 
the Council chamber week 
in and week out, their 
discussions and arguments 
are beamed onto the 
internet for anyone who 
cares to find them. 

But, if  plans go forward 
this week, the same 
isn’t likely to be said for 
Aurora’s citizen advisory 
committees.

Following a decision 
made at the Committee level 
last week, Councillors could 
put the brakes on an idea to 
stream groups for all to see. 

Broadcasting the 
meetings on the internet 
was first explored early 
this spring with Council 
asking for a report on the 
feasibility of  streaming all 
public meetings at Town 
Hall. But, according to 
Town Staff, it is not. 

In his report to Council, 
Michael Kemp, Aurora’s 
Manager of  Corporate 
Communications, cites a 
number of  reasons why 
it would not be feasible to 
live stream all committee 
meetings, including 
getting permission from 

each advisory committee 
member for broadcasting, 
scheduling conflicts 
between meetings, and cost.

“Council advisory 
committees often meet 
concurrently, which will 
require simultaneous 
broadcast of  up to three 
meetings,” said Mr. Kemp 
in his report. “This creates 
a number of  challenges, 
including available 
broadcast bandwidth, the 
requirement for multiple 
user accounts and the 
creation of  multiple 
video interfaces for those 
following each broadcast 
feed.” 

Mr. Kemp goes on to 
say that if  broadcasting 
the meetings went ahead, 
three sets of  high definition 
video cameras, microphone 
systems, desktop 
computers, video digitizers, 
software licenses and 
streaming accounts would 
be needed. 

Additional bandwidth 
could also be required 
for purchase, as well as 
installation of  technology 
through a third party 
by an RFP process for 
“technology-proficient 

installation” companies. 
“Costs for the initial 

six-month live-streaming 
pilot were significantly 
minimized by using existing 
resources including 
computers, audio and 
video capture technology, 
software licenses, and 
existing web services. 
A starting estimate for 
sourcing, installing 
and implementing live-
streaming of  Council 
Advisory Committees 
would be approximately 
$50,000.”

Councillors approved 
the recommendation at 
last Tuesday’s General 
Committee meeting, 
Speaking in favour of  the 
recommendation not to 
proceed, however, Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe said it is 
something that should be 
given due consideration in 
the next term of  Council.

“There might be 
members of  committees 
right now that don’t wish 
to be televised for some 
reason or another,” he said. 
“I think that should be part 
of  [the committee’s] terms 
of  reference for next term.”

Councillor Michael 

Thompson expressed a 
similar view.

“I tend to side with the 
comment that there might 
be committee members 
who object to the live 
streaming,” he said. “It 
wasn’t part of  their terms 
of  reference and they didn’t 
sign up for it and they 
might be uncomfortable. I 
would think the appropriate 
time to revisit this really 
is the beginning of  next 
term when you can make 
this a condition of  being a 
committee member.”

For Councillor John 
Gallo, however, there were 
plenty of  issues identified 
in the report but not enough 
to overcome them.

“When I first read [the 
report] I couldn’t help but 
think this was an exercise in 
trying to find every possible 
problem and not a lot of  
solutions,” he said. “I am 
in favour of  this. I think it 
speaks to having the public 
involved in our discussions. 
I think if  we have a strategic 
plan of  communicating that 
the public would have an 
opportunity to view these 
meetings, this is one more 
way of  engaging them.”
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The Wells Street School
Originally built as the Aurora High School in 1892, the Wells Street School was rebuilt in 1923, 
renovated in 1952, and retired in 2009. Today, however, there’s anticipation in the air as the 
building begins a new life as the Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts.  

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK.COM/WELLSTLOFTS

Rejuvenated building. After educating generations of kids, the Wells 
Street School doors are finally opening again. We invite you to select from one 
and two-bedroom lofts,some with dens, or spacious two-level penthouses, all 
featuring your choice of traditional or contemporary finishes.     

5% down payment till occupancy

Up to $10,000 in upgrades

Free Rogers installation and services for 6 months

Walking distance. Just a short walk to downtown Aurora where you can 
experience great shopping, dining, and loads of entertainment. Or, if you 
prefer some big city excitement, you’re just minutes from the GO Station and 
easy access to Toronto.     

Lenses and much more!

*

Jane Taylor, Program Manager for the Aurora Cultural Centre, is looking forward 
to a new fall season that has many firsts, builds on past successes, and continues 
holiday traditions. She is seen above with a glass sculpture by Greg Locke whose 
exhibition with abstract artist Miiko Gravlin runs through October 12.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Concerts, tributes, and holiday favourites 
highlight Fall Season at Centre

By Brock Weir

Filled with firsts, 
building on past successes, 
and responding to requests 
from the community, the 
fall season at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre offers 
something for everyone.

The finishing touches 
are being made on the 
new fall program which 
inclues a new concert series, 
artistic collaborations, and 
returning favourites just in 
time for the holiday season. 

According to Jane Taylor, 
Program Coordinator for 
the Aurora Cultural Centre, 
the season showcases both 
vibrancy and what people 
want to see from the Church 
Street landmark.

 “We want people to feel 
this shared space reflects 
their interest, but beyond 
that, that it feeds their 
curiosity,” she says. 

One of  the visual 
highlights of  the season is 
already installed in the Red 
and Blue Gallery. Abstract 
paintings from Miiko are 
illuminated in the galleries 
by natural light tinted by the 
glass art of  Greg Locke. The 
exhibition of  glass art is a 
first for the Cultural Centre 
and a brainstorm of  curator 
Clare Bolton that these two 
very different artists and 
their very different works 
would complement each 
other well. 

Encaustic work is on 
display in the Great Hall 
Gallery featuring work from 
artists Michelle van Nie and 
Robin Burnett. They will be 

on hand to talk about their 
works this Thursday from 1 – 
3 p.m., as well as on October 3 
and October 10.

“It is four artists working 
at a very high professional 
level,” she said. It is having 
glass for the first time, and 
it is rare and unusual to 
have the opportunity to see 
a glass artist. To showcase a 
glass artist from York Region 
is truly a bonus for us. 
Miiko’s incredible abstracts, 
especially the scale of  them 
up against Greg’s glassworks 
have really come together in 
a way that is really like an 
experience.”

Future shows in the 
galleries this fall include 
“Borderlines”, bringing 
together oil paintings, 
poetry, and iron sculpture 
by artists Sheila Davis, 
Jean Kallmeyer, and Tracey 
Lee Green. This runs 
from October 18 through 
November 16 with an artists’ 
reception on October 26 from 
1 – 3 p.m. 

After “Borderlines” is 
taken down, the galleries 
will be filled with the work 
of  well-known Aurora artist 
Dorothy Clark McClure. 
“Bene Acta Vita (A Life Well-
Lived)” is an exhibition and 
sale of  the late artist’s work 
running from November 
20 – 30. Curated by her son, 
Andy McClure, the show will 
have particular poignancy 
for both McClure’s family as 
well as the Cultural Centre.

“It is really going to be a 
landmark for us leading into 
the holiday season,” says 
Ms. Taylor. “We were very 

honoured to host Dorothy’s 
last exhibition while she was 
alive giving artist talks and 
tours through her works. 
What a wonderful thing for 
Andy and her family to be 
able to relive her memory by 
bringing the works here.”

Excitement is also 
mounting for a new concert 
series hosted by John 
Sheared who, with Wendell 
Ferguson, brought the house 
down last year with “A 
Sheard, Wendellful Delight.”

“John Sheard Presents: 
The Great Reunion” is a 
new three-concert series 
debuting on October 4 with 
Russell deCarle of  Prairie 
Oyster, Wendell Ferguson 
on January 24, and Terra 
Hazelton on March 21. 

“The concerts were a 
little bit kismet,” explains 
Ms. Taylor. “When we 
met we just had this great 
connection. [After his last 
show] we had been pestering 
him to come back. He was 
very amenable to curating 
his own series.” 

The music program 
continues November 1 
with a Patsy Cline Tribute, 
featuring Leisa Way 
bringing to life the vocals of  
the “Crazy” singer, backed 
by a four-piece band. Folk 
singer Reid Jamieson will 
take the stage November 28 
at 8 p.m. in a new Indie Music 
Series. 

For further information, 
including tickets, to any 
of  these events, contact the 
Aurora Cultural Centre at 
905-713-1818 or visit www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca.
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Courses Starting:

905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!

September 27 – 2 Weekends
October 5 – 4 Saturdays

Battered Jays down two  
in championship series

By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Blue Jays aren’t just battered and bruised, 
but they also find themselves down two games to none in 
their best-of-seven championship series against the Bolton 
Brewers after a double-header on Sunday.

With a large chunk of  their starting lineup injured, the 
Jays had to be creative in filling out the lineup for the day.

Starter Brent Owen took to the bump for the first game, 
pitching the first seven innings before being relieved by Ian 
Rettie, who kept his team in it until extra innings. 

The Jays had a lead in game one, but were unable to hold 
on, eventually suffering a 9 – 8 loss after 10 innings.

Game two was a bit of  a different story with Bolton’s 
offence waking up as the game wore on.

Nathan Drury started for the Jays and once again 
showed he has some good stuff, but Bolton got to him early 
to take a 1 – 0 lead in the first.

Not willing to let the game get away from them, the Jays 
dug in and took a 2 – 1 lead in the bottom of  the inning. 
With the bases loaded, Chris Rettie drove in both runs with 
a double.

But Bolton would storm right back with another two 
runs in the second to take a 4 – 2 lead. 

The Jays would get to within a run when Drury drove in 
second baseman Ted Beadle to make it 4 – 3 in the third, but 
it would be all Bolton from there, as they tacked on another 
four runs to solidify an 8 – 3 win.

Bolton second baseman Mike Wallace said his club was 
hoping to a least take one win back home, but is obviously 
pleased to be up two in the best of  seven series.

“Aurora always plays us tough,” he said postgame. “I 
give them a lot of  credit, they have some guys over there 
that probably shouldn’t be playing, but they’re giving it 
their best and they’re putting up numbers. Gabel has been 
hitting and Bloom caught about 17 innings, that’s pretty 
impressive.”

Chris Bloom injured his hamstring running to second 
late in game two and is questionable for game three.

Wallace also said it took his club a little while to get back 
into the swing of  things.

By Lori MacDonald

This great group of  8 
and 9 year olds won the 
Ontario Championship for 
the Novice B Division of  
Field Lacrosse in the 2013 
spring season.  

The Newmarket 
Redbirds are comprised 
of  18 young athletes from 
Aurora, Newmarket, 
Mount Albert, Uxbridge, 
Queensville and Holland 
Landing who worked with 
tremendous heart and 
determination.

After competing all 
season long in order to 
qualify to compete at 
Provincials, the Redbirds 

defeated opponents from 
St. Catherines (3-2), 
Caledon (8-1), and Innisfil 
(8-3) to reach the final 
Championship game 
against the Peterborough 
Lakers on Provincials 
Tournament Weekend.  

On May 19, 2013, the 
Newmarket Redbirds 
players accomplished 
an amazing 6-5 victory 
to be awarded the 2013 
Field Lacrosse Novice B 
Championships!

Under the skilled 
guidance and coaching of  
Head Coach Patrick Sprigg 
and Assistant Coach 
Dustin Eng, the Redbirds 
athletes were able to 

excel with the talents that 
had been harnessed and 
developed in each player.  

Their triumph, 
however, came with effort 
and determination as the 
boys played as a team.  
Coach Pat and Coach 
Dustin brought these 

talented athletes together 
to foster a love of  the game 
of  lacrosse and to ready 
them for this opportunity.  

Once it presented itself, 
the boys were ready to 
win!  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
Coaches and Players! 

MR.
CROWN MOULDING

HOUSE & CONDO SPECIALIST
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Having Crown Moulding installed in your House or Condo will 
immediately increase your resale value by an amount far greater 
than the cost of the Crown. It represents a terrific investment 
and installation takes only a day with no mess left in the house. 
It takes only 10 minutes to provide you with a firm quote and I’m 
sure you will be surprised at how affordable the job is.
Steve (Owner)

416-738-4750

 “We had a bit of  a layoff  and I think we got rid of  a bit 
of  rust there in the first game, there were a couple bad 
errors, but we’ve definitely got a lot of  optimism coming 
out of  this one. Hopefully we can play some tighter defence 
though, it seems like whoever is going to make the plays is 
going to win.”

Andrew Bukovec, who was pulled off  the bench to play 
a variety of  roles on the field, said his team is down, but 
certainly not out.

“We’re still confident that we can play a pretty good ball 
game and we’re confident with whatever team we put there 
or whatever players we have that we can still come out on 
top,” he said.

“We’ve just got to play the defensively sound game that 
we’re known for, come out and be smart at the plate, be 
aggressive on the base paths and I think we can keep up 
with these guys no matter who we have on the field.”

The rest of  the schedule is as follows: Game 3 – Bolton on 
Sept. 12 at 7.30 p.m., Game 4 – Aurora on Sept. 15 at 2.00 p.m., 
Game 5 – Bolton on Sept. 19 at 7.30 p.m., Game 6 – Aurora on 
Sept. 21 at 2.00 p.m., Game 7 – Bolton on Sept. 22 at 1.00 p.m.

For more information visit www.ndbl.ca.

Newmarket Redbirds named Provincial Champs

Ian Gabel keeps a Bolton runner on first after a throw 
from pitcher Nathan Drury in game two on Sunday.

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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By Jeff Doner

Since its inception in 1964, 
the Aurora Youth Soccer 
Club has continuously 
grown to serve thousands 
of  soccer players from ages 
five to 69 and has done so 
through the hard work of  
volunteers and dedicated 
workers.

Providing such an 
important service that so 
many in the community 
obviously use and enjoy, 
raising some extra funding 
has never been more 
important. 

As one of  the 25 
beneficiary community 
partners in this Saturday’s 
Wild, Wild West Hoedown 
for the third year in a row 
has excited many within the 
organization. 

Louise Dyer  of  the AYSC 
said that one of  the big areas 
the funds will be directed 

to will be training new 
coaches, which is another 
high demand area with the 
ever-expanding number of  
players in the AYSC.

“Training the coaches 
is definitely a big one,” she 
said. “The bigger the club, 
the more coaches that are 
required and if  we want 
to keep our house league 
– which is our bread and 
butter – we need to keep 
them satisfied and provide 
the right training for them as 
well as the new development 
for coaches to take on some 
of  the new formats.”

Sandy Porter, volunteer 
coordinator for the AYSC, 
added there are plenty 
of  places for the funds 
to be directed within the 
organization.

 “We always talk about 
how one of  our flagship 
promotions is our special 
needs program, which we 

do for free and year round,” 
she said. “That always gets 
a big chunk of  our funds, 
but the Canadian Soccer 
Association has released a 
whole new long-term player 
development program to 
hopefully better educate 
soccer players and help 
them technically get better 
at a young age, but it means 
changing fields, formats and 
new equipment. There will 
be a lot of  funds that have to 
be directed towards that.”

Porter said those changes 
and improvement will all 
have to be made by 2014, 
making it no simple task.

The fact that they have 
been named recipients for 
the third year in a row means 
smaller organizations have 
started looking to them for 
tips on how to get involved 
with the Hoedown as well, 
which is something both 
said makes the event so 
special.

“We recognize that 
we’re one of  the bigger 
organizations and we’re 
blessed with enthusiastic 
volunteers so we can help 
out in a lot of  areas where the 
other smaller organizations 
might struggle and we’re 
happy to help out,” Porter 
said. 

Added Dyer: “We’ve 
already had two people 
today approach us to say can 
we talk to you about how to 
do it.”

Porter also praised 
the event for getting 
involved and helping out 
so many groups within the 
immediate community in 
Aurora and throughout York 

Region.
“That’s one of  the things 

we tell people about the 
Hoedown, is it’s not just 
the soccer club, it’s all of  
York Region that’s going to 
benefit, so even if  you’re not 
a soccer club member, you’re 
money is going to benefit 
York Region.”

 Porter said another great 
thing about the Hoedown 
is that it recruits young 
volunteers to get involved, 
which shows them what 
hard work can bring.

“Louise and I both have 
kids that are participating 
in ways that are doing to 
benefit from the Hoedown 
funds and it’s kind of  cool,” 
she said. “It’s a real feel good 
event and I truly mean that. 
It’s all done by volunteers 
and all the money is staying 
in our community.”

Throughout the summer, 
the AYSC has been promoting 
the annual event, hosted 
by Magna International. 
Raffle tickets are still on 
sale at their location on 
Mary Street, while event 
tickets can be purchased at 
Jonathan’s Restaurant and 
Neighbourhood Network.

“There seems to be a 
growing financial need for 
clubs in Aurora,” Porter 
said. “But fortunately 
through programs like 
Hoedown, we’re able to make 
sure everybody that wants to 
play can play regardless of  
whether they can afford it or 
not.”

For more information on 
Saturday’s Hoedown, visit 
www.hoedown.ca.

Prepared Foods  & Meal DealsMarket FreshMarket Fresh
Aurora’s Prepared Foods Specialty 
Market. We cook so you don’t 
have to...

Meal Deals for Two $23.95
Two protein selections with seaonal mashed or 
roast potatoes & grilled vegetable medley... 
pick it up.... heat it up.... dinner is served!

Fresh Market Features
Lasagna   Scalloped Potatoes

Beef Stroganoff  Roast Chicken

Grilled Chicken  Grilled & Poached Salmon

Sheppards Pie  Beef & Chicken Pot Pie

Gourmet Soups  Fresh Salads... & lots more!

Edward Street Market
14785 Yonge Street, Aurora

PH: 905-841-9500
www.edwardstreet.ca

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of  
Family Law to resolve 

parenting, support,  
and property issues  

arising from  
separating families.  

A practitioner of Collaborative  
Family Law – a client  

controlled, lawyer assisted, 
out-of-court-process

focusing on achieving mutually 
acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney

NewRoads Automotive gave a welcome boost to Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of York last week, with $10,259 
raised through their NewRoads Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters Charity Classic Car Show. Pictured here, left to 
right, are Rhonda Flanagan, Noel Croxon, Michael 
Croxon, Sarah Dame, Theresa Scullion, Kate Collins, 
and Jim VanDusen. 
                     Photo courtesy of 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of York

Special needs, coaching to benefit from Saturday’s Hoedown

AURORAn REFEREncE #16
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 27, 2013

PROOF #16
FEBRUARY 27, 2013 issue of The Auroran Community newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Tuesday. 
ThE dEAdlinE FOR AnY And All Ad mATERiAls is 10 dAYs PRiOR TO PUBlicATiOn dATE 

clAssiFiEd dEAdlinE is FRidAY 3.00 P.m. 

Any alterations to the ad must be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 
The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 5 p.m.

Thank you for your co-operation. 
Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300 or Classifieds at 905-727-7128, Fax: 9045-727-2620

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983
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H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

Call 905.833.5311
to book your table at York Region’s 

Most Historic Restaurant

Reservations are recommended; take home or take out not permitted during Sunday Brunch

Hogan’s Inn at Four Corners
is excited to announce...

$28 Unlimited Full Service Menu!
is back!

~ Eggs Benny
~ French Toast
~ Corned Beef Hash with
   Poached Egg
~ Gourmet Burger
~ Fresh Seafood

~ Soup and Salad Selections
~ Pasta Feature
~ Smoke Salmon Nicoise .... & more!
Coffee, Tea, Pop, Juice,
Still and Sparkling Water
all included!

Kids under 12 pay their age!
EvEry Sunday

from 11am to 3pm

Kids Pasta and Kids Chicken Fingers available

Follow us on Twitter @HogansInn

HOLLANDVIEW TRAIL RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 
200 JOHN WEST WAY, AURORA

Located just up the street from the Aurora Seniorsʼ Centre

INDEPENDENT, ASSISTED LIVING & RESPITE SUITES 
OUTSTANDING AMENITIES & PROGRAMS 

TO SUIT YOUR LIFESTYLE 

Please join us as we present
NATIONAL SENIOR STAR ENTERTAINER 

LLOYD KNIGHT
Friday, Sept. 13

at 2:00 p.m. 

R.S.V.P. – 905.841.1001

Visit our website to enjoy 
Hollandview Trailʼs new dance video!

www.hollandviewtrail.com

Award winning soloist, 
Television Personality & Recording Artist

SPACE IS LIMITED

Musician Russell de Carle found tremendous success 
as a member of Canadian country group Prairie Oys-
ter. In his solo career, the King City native has explored 
his own personal style and brings a blend of torch and 
soul to the Aurora Cultural Centre next month in an in-
augural concert series hosted by John Sheard.

Supplied photo

deCarle headlines new concert series next month
By Brock Weir

As musician Russell 
deCarle gets older, he’s less 
afraid to take chances.

A King City native and 
a founding member of  
the acclaimed Canadian 
country band Prairie 
Oyster, he recalls breaking 
into a cold sweat early 
in his career in the off  
chance he forgot a lyric 
or chord. If  that happened 
back then, he said he felt 
like he wanted to “crawl 
under a rock.”

Now, as he forges ahead 
with his solo career, 
exploring different styles 
and indeed himself, he 
takes these things in his 
stride. 

“I push myself  more 
now,” he says. “You’re not 
afraid to experiment on 
stage. Things are looser 
and so much more fun.”

deCarle brings this 
sense of  fun to the Aurora 
Cultural Centre next 
month in the inaugural 
concert of  a new series 
hosted by John Sheard of  
CBC’s The Vinyl Café. 

When deCarle takes 
to the stage with Sheard, 
along with Dennis Pendith, 
it will be something of  
a homecoming on many 
fronts.

“We have known each 
other for about 30 years,” 
says Mr. deCarle. “John 
was working with a band 
called the Cuban Fence 
Climbers back then and 
I was working with the 
early version of  Prairie 
Oyster and we became 
great friends.”

The blocks of  his 
musical foundation were 
formed just a few years 
prior growing up in King 
with Keith Glass. Playing 
music together since their 
teens, it is an interest 
which has continued to 
grow over the decades. 
He always loved to sing 
and play the guitar, but it 
took him a considerable 
amount of  time to realise 
music was actually what 
he wanted to do with his 
life. 

“I never consciously 
set out to be a musician,” 
he says. “I didn’t have any 
grandiose plans to be an 
entertainer. I was a pretty 
shy kid, quite frankly, and 
it took me a while to get 
out of  that.”

Once he did, though, it 
was hard to get the genie 
back in the bottle.

“Keith and I started 
going on the road when 
we were about 19 and it 
has been a pretty amazing 
trip. We have been pretty 
successful and managed to 
make a pretty good life for 
ourselves in music and I 
think that is due to the fact 
we did something a little 
bit different.”

Evidently that 
difference resonated with 
Canadian audiences. That 
“pretty amazing trip” 
took these 19 year old 
men around the world, 
garnering multiple gold 
and platinum albums, 
a string of  number one 
Canadian singles, multiple 
Juno and Canadian 
Country Music Awards, 
and legions of  fans 

worldwide. 
In recent years, 

however, deCarle has 
focused on his music away 
from Prairie Oyster. As a 
teen, he was influenced 
particularly by radio. 
Compared to today’s 
offering on the Top 40, he 
says in his youth music 
on the radio was far less 
homogenized than it is 
today. Then, the sounds of  
Frank Sinatra and Dean 
Martin could be heard 
alongside the Beatles, 
Rolling Stones, and even 
Buck Owens and Patsy 
Cline.

It should come as no 
surprise these artists 
conspired to make a very 
eclectic artist in their 
impressionable listener. 

In that time, he has 
relished the opportunity 
to explore styles away 
from the country sound. 

“Most musicians don’t 
put labels on it,” he says of  
his musical style. “Labels 
are more of  an industry 
thing. For most musicians 
a song is a song. My 
favourite country singer 
of  all time would be Ray 
Charles. His approach to 
country music was really 
amazing – it’s all soul.”

Looking at his solo 
output thus far, however, 
he describes it as “more 
of  a torchy-bluesy affair”, 
particularly on his first 
solo album launched three 
years ago called Under 
the Big, Big Sky. That too 
was a collaboration with 
Sheard. 

“[As a solo artist] I don’t 
have to run a gauntlet to 

get a song played in the 
band,” he says. “A band 
is a democracy and I 
think we were fortunate 
in having a very long run 
with the band – over 30 
years – and incredible 
success doing what we 
wanted to do. Doing my 
own thing, the difference 
is that it is absolutely my 
eye. I get to present it how 
I want to present it. 

“Most of  my musical 
life, I have been very 
satisfied being in the band, 
but now I must admit I am 
really having a ball doing 
my own thing and playing 
with different people.”

When deCarle takes 
the stage at the Cultural 
Centre on October 4, it will 
be the first of  the three-
concert “Great Reunion” 
series, bringing together 
Sheard on the piano, 
Pendrith on the bass, and 
a musical guest at each 
performance. 

There, they will play 
a significantly more 
intimate venue than some 
of  the ones previously 
enjoyed by Prairie Oyster 
and from that perspective, 
deCarle is looking forward 
to that intimate connection 
with the crowd. 

“I love doing this kind 
of  stuff  because there 
is a whole generation of  
people who have never 
really experienced such 
an intimate setting and I 
think there is a huge call 
for it now because people 

our age aren’t going out 
to hear music in bars 
anymore!” he says. “In 
these intimate settings, I 
can see people are blown 
away and they get to 
interact with artists.

“Today, my measure 

of  success is I still get to 
do this. The awards are 
nice, but the measure is 
I still get to play and I am 
enjoying it more than I 
ever have – and I think I’m 
being more creative than I 
ever have.”
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A u r o r a 
S e n i o r s 
E v e r g r e e n 
Choir: With the 
coming of  Fall 
our members are 
eagerly looking 
forward to this 
new season. 
There is great 
satisfaction in 
learning a new 
skill. If  you 
like to sing, we 
would love to 
have you join 
us. You do not 
need to have belonged to a 
previous choir, and there is 
no audition required, there 
is a place for all voices.

The choir, formed by our 
member Enid Maize, and 
now under the direction of  
Dr. Richard Heinzle, will 
commence its fall season 
starting this Wednesday, 
September 11 at 1.30 p.m. 
Registration can be made at 
the front desk of  the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. There is a 
semester from September 
to December, and another 
from January to June. The 
cost to join the choir is $50 
and it is open to all seniors 
55 or over who are members 
of  the Centre. If  you are not 
a resident of  Aurora, the 
cost to join the Centre $25. 

Since its formation in 
2006, the Evergreen Choir 
has grown in numbers and 
in reputation, presenting 
two concerts a year at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, and 
performing throughout the 
York Region at churches, 
senior residences, The 
Richmond Hill Centre for 
the Performing Arts, and in 
Toronto, at the Big Sing in 
2011. 

Country & Western 
Dance: Held at the seniors 
centre on August 16, this 
was a very successful event 
with close to 90 members, 
guests and volunteers in 
attendance, many dressed 
in country and western 
outfits.  By all accounts 
it was a successful event 
and one that should be 
repeated!  We wish to take 
this opportunity to thank 
our house DJ for playing 
the music, our thanks to the 
ASA- line dancers who 
came out and demonstrated 
the various line dancing 
tunes and all the others 
who danced the night 
away! Our thanks also to 
the Organizing & Social 
committees of  this event 
for looking after the prizes, 
refreshments, decorations 
and bar services, and Bill 

Hawke for all set 
up arrangements 
of  the West/
McKenzie Hall.

Seniors Day 
at the Aurora 
F a r m e r s ’ 
Market: (August 
3) We had three 
active booths of  
items for sale. All 
were made by the 
Seniors’ Centre’s 
different groups:  
the Knotty 
Knitters, Sew 
Much Fun and 

the Rebels Wood shop. 
Entertainment included 
line dancing provided by 
our own line dancers – they 
were full of  energy and 
very entertaining on stage! 
– as well as story and joke 
tellers, Brian had several 
challengers for chess 
games. The audience was 
great and very appreciative. 
Our thanks as well to 
Jan Freedman and the 
Farmers Market Executive 
Committee for giving ASA 
members the opportunity 
to entertain and sell our 
crafts.

Friday Night Dances: 
It’s September and we’re 
back with our popular 
Friday night social dances. 
Join us in the West-
McKenzie room at the 
Seniors’ Centre the first 
and third Friday of  the 
month from 8 p.m. – 11 p.m. 
Line Dance practice is from 
7.30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Dances 
feature a wide range of  
recorded music provided 
by our House DJs. A small 
fee applies and includes 
light refreshments, tea and 
coffee. 

A cash bar is available 
with wine, beer and soft 
drinks at reasonable prices. 
Dances are on September 
20, October 5 and 18, 
November 1 and 15, and 
December 6 and 20.  

Line Dance enthusiasts 
are welcome to join our 
Line Dance Practice group 
every Tuesday from 6 p.m. 
to 7.30 p.m. in the West-
McKenzie Room starting 
this week.

Above all be safe, live 
a healthy life style and 
remain active!!!

 For more information 
on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to 
offer, drop by 90 John West 
Way, visit the web site www.
auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com 
or call 905-726-4767 between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday.

Coming Events

Traditional Style, Custom Kitchens and Design

130 Hollidge Blvd., Unit B10
Aurora, ON L4G 8A3

Tel. 905.503.1059
Toll Free 877.397.7518
blackriverkitchens.com

LUNCH & LEARN SEMINAR
Aurora Public Library
Tuesday, September 17    

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm

And T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

Join us for an informal seminar where we will discuss 2 topics
that are sure to help you and your families in the future

Ingrid Davis from Smooth Transitions provides creative ways to de-clutter your home.

It is never too early to start weeding things out. Even if a move isn’t planned for several
months or years, it is never too soon to begin sorting through life’s accumulations.

It’s the little things that can add up to big things – starting is the hardest part.

Christine Brown from Thompson Funeral Home will show you a
sensible way to make informed decisions before your time of need.

The death of someone you care for, together with wanting to make the right decision
– especially when you have little time to attend to all the details – 
leaves many families feeling overwhelmed. Often these decisions 
must be made when a family is grieving and is the least prepared. 

Learn how you can make informed decisions to ease this time of grieving for those you love.
RSVP to Ingrid Davis by Thursday, September 12  •  905/717-0135  •  Light lunch will be provided.

“The Auroran apologizes to DEE fashions, our valued  
advertiser, and to all our readers and advertisers for an  
error that was printed on the August 28th edition of  our  
publication. In that edition the incorrect advertisement  

was printed in place of  the correct version below.”

SONGS  
TO BE SUNG!

SENIOR
SCAPE
Charles Sequeira

ONGOING
Women’s Centre of  York 

Region is collecting Personal 
Care Products (ex. Shampoo, 
shower gel) to support financially 
vulnerable clients. If  you would 
like to participate in this drive, 
please drop off  your new/unused 
donations at 120 Harry Walker 
Parkway, Newmarket, Monday to 
Friday, 9-4.30 p.m., or call/visit us 
at 905-853-9270 or www.wcyr.ca.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
Tune up those voices as the 

new season of  the ASA Evergreen 
Choir gets into high gear this 
afternoon under the direction 
of  Dr. Richard Heinzle. The first 
practice will take place today in 
the West McKenzie Hall of  the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre from 1.45 
p.m. to 3.15 p.m. Members are 
requested to be present by 1.30 
to pick up music. Enrollments 
can be made at the front desk. 
The Evergreen Choir is open to 
members of  the ASA Seniors 
Centre. Membership to join the 
Centre is $20 for Aurora residents 
and $25 or non residents. Our 
season runs from September to 
June and the fee is $50 payable 
on enrollment. If  you have any 
questions, please call 905-726-4767.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
Amnesty International writes 

letters on current human rights 
issues tonight at 7.30 p.m. in 
The Rectory at Trinity Anglican 
Church (79 Victoria Street, 
Aurora). All are welcome. For 
more information, contact 905-
713-6713.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
The Aurora Walk of  Hope, 

benefiting Ovarian Cancer 
Canada will take place today 
beginning at Town Park. Free 
registration begins at 9 a.m. with 
a fire truck on site, silent auction, 
fruit, hot chocolate, cookies, live 
music, jugglers, swag, nail polish 
and face-painting. Inspirational 
speeches will be held at the Band 
Shell just prior to beginning 
the 3.5 km walk. For more 
information, contact Gayle at 
gaylempalmer@msn.com. 

* * * * 
The Newmarket Parents of  

Multiple Births Association 
(POMBA) holds their Fall/Winter 
sale of  gently used clothing, 
equipment, and toys today from 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Foundations 
Private School in Aurora (181 
Industrial Parkway North). Come 
and choose from a large selection 
of  clothing (sizes newborn to 
size 10), baby items, strollers, 
highchairs, swings, bathtubs, 
electronics, and many, many toys. 
Bring your own basket or bag. 
Cash only. For more information, 
visit www.newmarketpomba.ca. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
The French Toastmasters 

Club, FrancoFun, meets today 
at 7.30 p.m. at the Richmond 
Hill Retirement Residence  (70 
Bernard Avenue). The French 
Toastmasters Club serves 
members in Aurora, Newmarket, 
and Richmond Hill. For more 
information, contact Anne Lucie 
at annelucie.setrakian@mail.
com. The club meets the first and 
third Thursday of  every month.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Aurora’s Real Canadian 

Superstore will host a free food 
allergy information session 
this evening from 6 – 7 p.m. at 
their Bayview and St. John’s 
Sideroad location. In Canada, 
approximately 300,000 children 
have food allergies. Managing 
food allergies can be challenging 
for those at risk, their families 
and those who care for them.  
To help, the pharmacist and in-
store dietitian at the store will 
offer support to those living with 
food allergies during a free Food 
Allergy Information Session. 
This educational program will 
help families understand how 
to safely manage food allergies 
at home, school and in the 
community. To register, call 905-
726-8334.

* * * *
The Richmond Hill Centre for 

the Performing Arts, the Toronto 
International Film Festival, and 
RBC Royal Bank present “The 
Reel Thing” Film Series and the 
French-language film Renoir 
tonight at 7 p.m. Tickets can be 
purchased in advance for $10 by 
calling 905-787-8811, or by visiting 
www.rhcentre.ca. Tickets will 
also be available at the door for 
$12. 

SEPTEMBER 23 – DECEMBER 9
Wavestage Theatre Company 

will host an eight week acting 
Masterclass Program beginning 
September 23 running on select 
dates through December 9. 
Working with an experienced 
director, you will develop a 
practical understanding of  text 
and character, basic vocal and 
movement skills, and plenty of  
tips and techniques to keep you 
relaxed in audition scenarios. 
The masterclass will be looking 
at specific acting techniques and 
skills, drawing from practitioners 
such as Stanislavski and Meisner, 
to make scenes come alive, bring 
believable characters into being, 
and learn to create magical 
moments on stage as an actor. For 
more information, contact Sarah 
Kyle at wavestagetheatre@gmail.
com.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Garden Aurora! The Aurora 

Garden Club invites you to hear 
Tom Brown and Susan Meisner 
speak on the Making Of  Spindle 
Tree Gardens, a breathtaking 
labour of  love spread over 20 
acres. Be inspired by 1000’s of  
bulbs, perennial walks, rose 

gardens and a unique walled 
kitchen garden at 8 p.m. at the 
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 
Industrial Parkway North. For 
more information, visit www.
gardenaurora.com. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Hospice King-Aurora invites 

you to attend their 30th annual 
general meeting this morning 
at 11.30 a.m. through 1 p.m. 
at the Sacred Heart Parish 
Centre (14485 Jane Street, 
king City). The speaker is 
Patricia Mosnia, Director of  
the Regional Hospice Palliative 
Care program. Patricia will 
speak to us regarding the 
future of  palliative care in our 
area and the program’s plans 
for “the right care at the right 
time in the right place.” For 
more information, visit www.
hospicekingaurora.ca or call 
905-727-6815. RSVP by September 
20. 

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre 

Silver Stars Drama Club will 
host another Murder Mystery 
for your enjoyment beginning 
at 7 p.m. at the Centre (90 John 
West Way). Tickets are $5 and 
include refreshments. They 
can be purchased at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre reception desk. 
All ages are welcome. A massive 
hurricane cuts off  access to 
the mainland as a mob boss is 
electrocuted in his bath at an 
exclusive tropical island resort.   
The other guests all seem to 

have issues with the victim.   Is 
it murder or accidental death? 
Come out on September 27 and 
help solve this murder!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
King Bible Church hosts 

their Community Fun Fair 
featuring an 18’ Screamer Slide, 
60’ Obstacle Course, farm, exotic 
animals, live music, and much 
more. For more information, 
visit www.kingbiblechurch.com.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3
The French Toastmasters 

Club, FrancoFun, meets today 
at 7.30 p.m. at the Richmond 
Hill Retirement Residence  (70 
Bernard Avenue). The French 
Toastmasters Club serves 
members in Aurora, Newmarket, 
and Richmond Hill. For more 
information, contact Anne 
Lucie at annelucie.setrakian@
mail.com. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
Volunteers are welcome to 

join the Aurora Tree Days tree 
plantings at Carisbrooke Circle 
today at a.m. Contribute to a 
greener community by planting 
trees and getting involved in this 
family event open to everyone. 
For more information, visit 
www.tdtreedays.com. TD’s 
flagship volunteer program, Tree 
Days, provides TD employees, 
customers and community 
partners an opportunity to 
demonstrate leadership in 
environmental stewardship in 
their local communities.
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Aurora gets fired up at Ribfest!
Auroran photos by David Falconer

1. Katelyn Forgione plays “Kiss the Pig”, one of the kids’ activities set up at Ribfest. 2. Jamie of Camp 21, took home the “People’s Choice” trophy, as presented by Mayor 
Dawe. Crowds were entertained by (3) Aurora Teen Idol Samantha Ryan, (4) Glory Days, a Tribute to Bruce Springsteen, (5) The Mud Men, and (6) crowd-favourite Hon-
eymoon Suite. (7) Country artist and Hoedown co-host Beverly Mahood was joined by former MP and Magna chair Belinda Stronach for events related to this Saturday’s 
bash. (8) Newmarket’s ACE Firebirds Cheerleading Squad entertained Ribfest goers while (9) Auroran sports reporter Jeff Doner and editor Brock Weir competed against 
Snap Aurora and The Aurora Banner in the PRESSure Challenge rib eating contest.

1 2

3 4 5

6 7

8 9
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE Growing Together: Cook’s Bee Supplies
By Brock Weir

The Auroran’s series on 
Aurora’s oldest operating 
businesses continues with 
an out-of-the-way corner of  
Edward Street.

The business hasn’t 
changed much over the past 
92 years, after all the bees 
still do most of  the work. 

But, as Aurora has 
evolved from a rural to 
urban community, Cook’s 
Bee Supplies is a stalwart 
survivor of  the days of  yore. 

Situated on Edward 
Street near Harrison 
Avenue, the business was 
founded by Hudson Cook 
before continuing down the 
generations to his grandson 
Jim Cook, who sold it to 
the current owners. Living 
across the street from the 
business for decades, Mr. 
Cook still keeps a welcome, 
watchful eye on the 
operations. 

Cook’s Bee Supplies 
was founded by chance. A 
blacksmith by trade, Hudson 
took over the bee supply 
business to settle a debt. 

“He went north and cut 
wood, sold the owners of  
the bee business a pile of  
lumber and they hadn’t paid 
him,” Jim recalls. “They 
were having an auction sale 
and he came over to Aurora 
and bought the business. It 
was a partnership to start 
out with and my dad came 
here in 1922 to take over. He 
ran it a year with a partner 
and said to grandpa he was 
either going to run it himself  
or someone else had to do it.”

From there, a family 
tradition was born. 

Jim’s father, James 

Hudson Cook, came to like 
the business. He had grown 
up with a few hives of  his 
own, so supplying home and 
large scale bee keepers with 
the tools of  the trade was 
right up his alley. 

The business as it is 
known today, started a little 
bit further south in Aurora 
in a wooden building which 
burnt down in the 1930s. The 
current location was built in 
1935. 

Jim and his wife, Lois, 
took over the business two 
decades later near the end 
of  1959.

“I was going to go out 
west with the bees, but 
Dad wanted me to take this 
over,” says Mr. Cook of  his 
aspirations to set out to start 
a business for himself  in the 
prairies. “It was a case of  
making a living and this was 
just one way of  doing it. A 
bee keeper was going to back 
me and get me established in 
the province. He had taken 
over a new school and he 
was going to have me work 
in his extracting room. The 
plans were all made and 
then Dad wanted me to take 
over.”

For Mr. Cook, there was 
never a question of  how to 
take over the business and 
put his own stamp on it; the 
priorities were to tackle each 
day, week, month, and year, 
improving the business as 
one went and making sure it 
stayed alive.

“Each season had its ups 
and downs,” he says. “You 
were busy if  you had a good 
honey crop and if  you didn’t 
have a good honey crop, you 
had to figure out how you 
were going to stay alive the 
next year. It had its ups and 

downs and you could get by 
if  you worked at it.

“I had years where I 
would produce 30 – 40 tons of  
honey,” he adds of  yards of  
hives he had across Ontario. 
“It all depended on the 
weather. If  you were getting 
sun and moisture, you would 
have to go almost weekly to 
make sure they had room 
and they weren’t swarming. 
It’s a trade that you had to 
learn.”

He eventually decided to 
sell his business when, after 
trying their hands at the bee 
supply game, Mr. Cook’s own 
son and daughter decided 
their interests lay elsewhere. 
The sale coincided with 
a changing market, 
addressing challenges 
that weren’t even on the 
horizon when Jim took it 
over – including changing 
geography and markets. 

“There are less 
opportunities to run bees in 
this area,” he says. “There 
aren’t the crops today like 
the clover crops and there 
isn’t the foliage for the bees 
to work on like there was 
years ago. You have to have 
equipment for the bees 
to work, and the veil and 
smoker and equipment to 
operate them. Then you 
have to have a truck to haul 
the honey in. You wouldn’t 
notice the labour with one 
backyard hive, but to make 
it where you’re making 
some money off  things it is a 
pretty fair investment. 

“It will always be a 
trade, there will always be 
a demand, and I think there 
will always be the backyard 
beekeeper that produces 
enough for his family and 
friends.”
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members who served anonymously on the selection 
panel,” said Kate Collins, Induction Committee Chair, 
in a statement. “We are proud to announce such a 
worthy slate of  members for our first induction.”

Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame chair Ron Weese told The 
Auroran the selection and induction process was built 
around best practices and examples taken from other 
communities, but they were grounded in 
one common principle.

“The most important thing was 
involvement in Aurora,” he said. “They 
had to be people who lived in Aurora or 
participated in Aurora. Beyond that, it 
was a matter of  taking the contribution 
they made to both their sport as well 
as to Aurora in each of  the categories 
(athlete, coach, and builder). 

“The athlete category was based all 
upon their athletic prowess and what 
they did. For coaches, it had to do with 
their coaching and mentoring, and of  
course with builders and contributors, it had to be a 
combination of  philanthropy, contributions to building 
sport organizations, or building anything that had to do 
with sport infrastructure or how we operate sport.”

Arguably one of  Aurora’s first true hockey stars, 
Harold “Hap” Holmes posthumously enters the Aurora 
Hockey Hall of  Fame. Born in Aurora in 1892, Holmes 
has the distinction of  winning the coveted Stanley Cup 
for four different teams. 

Beginning his professional career with the Toronto 
Blueshirts in the 1912 – 1913 season in the National 
Hockey Association, his stint with the Blueshirts led 
to his first Stanley Cup win. While playing with the 
Seattle Metropolitans, the team scored their first and 
only Stanley Cup win. Back to Toronto with the Toronto 
Arenas, he eventually did a second stint in Seattle, then 
Victoria and Detroit before retiring at the end of  the 

1929 season. 
From her breakout beginnings on the courts of  

Aurora High School, British Columbia native and 
Aurora resident Carolin Bouchard rose through the 
ranks to take on the world. She served as a member 
of  the Canadian National Basketball Team at both 
the Pan Am Games and after earning a place on the 
Canada Women’s Squad in the 2000 Summer Olympics 
in Sydney, Australia. 

Far removed from the basketball 
courts, Canada was well-represented 
in the equestrian ring by inductee Jim 
Elder. While Elder has six Olympics 
under his belt, he earned a gold medal 
at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City as 
a team jumper. Over a decade earlier, 
he came away with a Bronze at the 
1956 Olympics in Stockholm, that time 
as a member of  Canada’s Three-Day 
Event Team. A member of  the Order of  
Canada, Mr. Elder contributed locally 
as the operator of  Elderberry Hill 
Farm, a premiere host for grand prix 

show jumping. 
During the 1950s and 60s, Robert Bedard was at the top 

of  the heap in the Canadian tennis circuit. A champion 
of  the Canadian Open and a veteran of  Canada’s Davis 
Cup team, and Wimbledon, he then turned his focus to 
education. A resident of  Aurora since 1972, he taught 
and coached at St. Andrew’s College from 1972-1982.

On the cooler side of  sports, Brian Stemmle made 
a name for himself  on the slopes in downhill and 
Super-G. The Aurora native competed as a member of  

Team Canada in Olympiads held in Calgary, Albertville, 
Lillehammer, and Nagano. He won a gold medal in the 
Pan American Winter Games in 1994. 

Following his death last September, Norman Stunden 
was remembered by the many local athletes he touched 
as a consummate coach in softball for over 24 years. 
He was a founder of  the Aurora Glenville Dairy Team, 
served as first coach of  the Aurora Diggers, leading 
them to multiple championships, and the Aurora Ladies 
Softball Team.

Finally, Magna founder Frank Stronach, who 
has lent his name and resources to innumerable 
community projects in Aurora and the surrounding 
area, will be inducted as a sport builder and contributor 
for his “philanthropy, leadership, and community 
service.” His citation singles out his work to develop 
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex, the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex, the creation of  the Magna 
Golf  Club, and the use of  his land by the Aurora Youth 
Soccer Club. 

Following the induction ceremony, there will be a 
temporary display of  plaques and memorabilia related 
to each of  the inductees installed in the Skylight Gallery 
at Aurora Town Hall. As Aurora tackles its Cultural 
Master Plan, a more permanent way to honour the 
athletes is hoped to be found, whether it is a standalone 
building or space within a local sporting facility, said 
Mr. Weese. 

“The intent is to make sure it is done in a highly 
dignified manner and that is a true celebration of  the 
accomplishments of  people, so people can sit back, look 
at it, and be able to relate the story to the person,” he 
said. 

Hall of Fame ceremony set for November 6 at St. Andrew’s College

Culture Days at the Cultural Centre
By Jane Taylor 

The Aurora Cultural Centre celebrates Culture 
Days 2013 with an invitation to drop by on Saturday, 
September 28 from 1 – 4 p.m. for free activities 
throughout the afternoon.  

Aspiring filmmakers – ages 12 to adult – are invited 
to participate in a free Multimedia Film Festival of  
York Region skill-building workshop.  

Join professional filmmakers John Watson and 
Rob Comeau in an introductory afternoon workshop 
where you will create your own video that will be 
edited following the event. Once edited, your video 
will be ready – should you wish – to submit to the 2014 
Multimedia Film Festival of  York Region.

Watson, a graduate of  the Canadian Film Centre, 
is director/producer creating digital content for such 
global partners as MTV Japan. Rob Comeau got his 
start in filmmaking in high school, and has since gone 
on to produce and screen short films, and is currently 
working on a debut feature-length movie. 

No previous experience or equipment is required 
to participate in the workshop – just a keen interest. 
Please call the Centre to register ahead of  time as 
spaces are limited for this free workshop; register in 
advance at 905-713-1818. The filmmaking workshop 
runs from 1 – 4 p.m.

Upstairs in the Great Hall Gallery, exhibiting 
artists Michelle van Nie and Robin Burnett of  the 
current exhibition A Sense of  Place invite the public to 
experience their creative process by contributing to a 
community art piece. 

Van Nie has prepared an encaustic piece, and invites 
all guests this afternoon to inscribe their personal 
connection to the Canadian landscape onto this 
collaboratively-created encaustic and mixed media 
painting.  All ages are encouraged to participate, and 
all materials are provided in this activity. 

On the main floor, Red & Blue gallery exhibiting 
artists Greg Locke and Miiko will be on hand to 
launch their current exhibition, Abstractions,  with 
an opportunity to speak directly with the artists about 
their unique art forms. Miiko’s large-format acrylics 
and Locke’s unique fused glass and stained glass pieces 
provide an inspiring backdrop and offer a unique 
gallery experience. 

Complimentary refreshments will be offered to all. 
We look forward to welcoming you through our doors 
in this free celebration of  Culture Days!
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CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300 ext. 102       Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

HELP WANTED

LOST & FOUND

SERVICES

FOUND – A set of  GM car 
keys in the area of  Baywell 
Crescent, Aurora. Incl. auto-
matic door unlock. To claim, 
call 647-680-8336.

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

CLEANING SERVICES

FOR SALE

PAINTING HELP

150

AURORA 

CAN
ADA’S BIRTHDAY TO

W
N150

OBITUARY IN MEMORY

ViNTAGE 1960s gold 
pair of  gold woven 
bucket chairs. Both in 
good condition. $100 
or best offer for set of  
two pieces. Call 905-727-
6497.

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS who enjoy
cleaning, to apply.  Own vehicle with km paid. 

All local driving. 2 positions available to fill. 
Someone with good leadership skills.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

ONE OF NORTH 
AMERiCA’S LARG-
EST financial services 
companies is rapidly 
expanding in this area. 
If  you desire a dynam-
ic career with excellent  
income potential, call 
Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
4767.

CAREER

Simcoe York Group of Newspapers
“A Division of London Publishing”
Your Community Newspapers

POSITION SUMMARY:
Acting as an inside, telemarketing Junior Sales Representative, 
develops and sells commercial advertising space, to current and 
prospective advertisers through regular contact. Operates within 
assigned territory to develop maximum revenue. 

Inside Sales Representative/Telemarketing

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Developing territory: Contact with current and prospective clients.
•  All paper work associated with the advertising ordering and billing process 

to be correctly completed and submitted in a timely manner.
• Projects effi cient, confi dent and professional appearance and mannerisms.
•  Responsive to customer needs, identifi es customer complaints and ensures 

all complaints are resolved.

• Perform all other duties as assigned by the Manager.

EXPECTATIONS:
•  Have an understanding of all applicable York Simcoe Group of Newspapers 

and corresponding rates.
•  Must have a good understanding of your territory and clients, 

their potential and opportunities for growth.
•  Is willing to invest the appropriate amount of time required 

to maximize your territory’s potential.
•  Be required to own your own reliable vehicle. Possess good oral 

and written communication skills.

• Have a positive attitude and care about your clients.

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Sales Driven
• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Great Interpersonal Skills

PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUMÉ TO:
karin@simcoeyorkprinting.com

PEIRCE, David Henry
 – Former Educator/Lawyer

  It is with great sadness we announce the 
passing of  David Henry Peirce, longtime  
resident of  Aurora, on Thursday September 5, 2013 at  
Southlake Regional Health Centre. Beloved  
husband of  Johanna Koppens. Loving father of  John  
(Sarah), Michael (Katie) and Sarah (Aaron). Papa 
Peirce to William. He will be sadly missed by many  
relatives and friends. Visitation was held at the Thompson  
Funeral Home, 530 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora,  
905-727-5421 on Monday September 9 from 2-4pm & 6-8pm 
and on Tuesday September 10 from 10am until the time of  the  
funeral service at 11am.
       Donations to the Canadian Cancer Society would be  
appreciated. 
 Online condolences may be made at  
www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

   Michael Anthony Insley     
Dec 27, 1961 - Sept 17, 2012

Our thoughts are ever with you
Though you have passed away

And those who have loved you dearly
Are thinking of you today 

Lesley, Jill and Austin

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca
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ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

Get Your Minds 
to the Gutters

Tree Services

Call Tony for a free estimate:

Schomberg Community
Servicing the surrounding areas:

Call Tony for a free estimate:  (647) 889-2852 or (905) 939-7278

• from one branch to entire tree
• complete removal  • stump grinding • Best Rates
• multiple tree removal • high risk
• diseased trees • storm damaged tree removal

Simply the best!
Will beat any 

written quotation.
FULLY INSURED – CONSUMERS’ FIRST CHOICE

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

CREMATION

CONTRACTOR

CROWN MOULDING

CLEANERS

AUTO GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO

ALUMINUM REPAIRS DENTAL

MOVING

MEMORIAL

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

POWERWASH

PAINTER

TREE CARE

REAL ESTATE

STONE

WATER

GARAGE DOOR  & ELECTRIC OPENERS

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

• Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
• Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
• Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

BE THERE 
WHEN YOUR  

SERVICES ARE 
NEEDED. 

ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPOT.

CALL: 905-727-3300

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

49$From *
NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK
INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

905-713-6420 • 15296 Yonge St. 
(NW side of Wellington)

RUST PROTECTION
79$ *99

www.transitauto.ca

• Call for details

• Call for details• Call for details

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

• Basement • Bathroom • Kitchen

RENOVATION COMPANYLocal 
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE “Wide range of 

interior renovation”

Call Elio 416-882-7403
• Flooring • Doors & Trim • Additions

905-888-9500 
auroralandscape@gmail.com

Design•Patios•Decks•Cabanas

SHOWROOM • 16650 Jane Street-King City

Granite • Quartz • Marble

For FREE no obligation quote, email rough sketch to: info@diamondperfectstone.com

905-503-2222
www.dpscountertops.com KEEP THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE UNDERMOUNT SINK

FIREPLACES • TABLES
THRESHOLDS • SHOWER JAMS

We Fabricate and Install

COUNTERTOPS

905-727-138240 Industrial Pkwy S

Since 1978
Your full-service garage door 

and garage door opener experts 
serving York Region and surrounding areas!

Ask About CURRENT SPECIALS Available!

Book FREE no-obligation Home Market Evaluation!
FREE Home Inspection towards next home + more!*

Flexible Commissions! Why List With Anyone Else!

 
Main Street Realty Ltd., Brokerage, 150 Main St. S. Newmarket

Some Conditions Apply! Inquire! Not intended to solicit 
individuals under contract Call/Text Linda Stephens, 

Sales Representative 289-221-5999

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid  for your next airport or 
downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00. 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com    Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 

JOHN MALL PAINTING
Custom Painting From $2.50 per sq. ft.

Licenced & Insured 

Please call John 647-772-6026

Hundreds of satisfied customers 
2-year guarantee - FREE ESTIMATES 

Fall Special!
2 Rooms with trim  from $349

using Benjamin Moore paints
We also do exteriors

PKD Painting 
905-836-4347 or 905-251-1977

Local Newmarket company serving 
Newmarket, Aurora, Bradford since 1985

MR.CROWN MOULDING
HOUSE & CONDO SPECIALIST
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

416-738-4750

Increase the resale value of your home
One Day Installation • No Mess • Affordable

Call Steve (Owner) Satisfaction Guaranteed

From page 4
LETTER

905-841-6334  •  705-896-4246

• Aluminum Repairs 
• Door/Window Repairs 
• Downpipe Repairs 
• Eavstrough Repairs 
• Caulking

40 Years 
Experience

HARRISON

I hate to say it, folks, 
but it’s almost that time of  
year when the leaves start 
to change and fall…and 
generally make a mess. 

We have many trees at 
our house which means 
lots and lots of  leaves. 
Aside from the hassle of  
bagging all those leaves, 
the one place the big 
mass of  fallen leaves can 
really wreak havoc is your 
gutters.  

I don’t know about you, 
but I sure hate having to 
climb the roof  and clean 
the gutters.  I have hired 
people to do it for me I hate 
it so much!

The good news is that 
there are products out 

there that minimize, 
if  not eliminate 
the problem of  
leaves clogging up 
your gutters. These 
products cover your 
gutters, preventing 
the leaves from getting 
in there.  They only 
allow very, very small 
debris or, as is the 
case most of  the time, 
just rain water to get 
through.  Those leaves 
that are left on top of  
the protected gutters just dry up 
and then blow off, falling to the 
ground where you can safely 
pick them up and bag them 
with the rest of  your leaves. 

Most of  the big box stores 
have a variety of  these products.  

A typical 
one you will 
find is a “gutter 
g u a r d ” , 
which is an 
a l u m i n u m 
product that 
has small 
holes all over 
it, that allows 
the water 
through, but 
little else.  For 
the DIY’r this 
product takes 

a little effort to install but once 
installed it does the trick nicely. 

My favourite is the foam that 
fits into your gutter. In fact, it 
looks like  honeycomb.  You put 
the foam in the gutter and if  
it needs to be adjusted, all you 

have to do is cut it with scissors. 
It’s that simple!

Of  course, regardless of  the 
product you use, make sure 
your gutters are clean before 
you install them or you’ll 
make an even worse mess for 
yourself!

Once you have installed 
your gutter protectors, you can 
get down and enjoy the fact that 
you will not need to get back on 
the roof  next year!

Until next week, remember 
a good job, is a job well done! 
Also, if  you have any questions 
or topic suggestions you can 
reach me at www.facebook.
com/anastasisdesign or on 
twitter, @ADesign_build and 
email, of  course, at Anastasis@
anastasisdesign.ca.

the band-shell; and to Councillors Humfryes, Abel, 
Buck, Pirri and Thompson for setting up, cooking 
and serving the corn!

 THANK YOU to our farmers – 19th Avenue 
Farm, Brook’s Farm, Cooper’s Farm and 
Willowtree Farm for donating the delicious corn!

 THANK YOU to our customers who bought 
corn-on-the-cob, Market bags and t-shirts with 
ALL proceed from sales going toward the Aurora 
Food Pantry!

 Thank you to our wonderful AFM Committee, 
Market Manager and our high school volunteers 
for all of  their work planning and working on this 
event.

 Additional THANK YOU’S: Jonathan’s 
Restaurant, Sundance Signs, and The Auroran.

 Anna Kroeplin, Chair  
Aurora Farmers’ Market & Artisan Fair
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Cell: 905-717-5234
Office: 905-895-5972
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Proudly helping Aurorans 
with their real estate needs 
for more than 21 years.”

“

SOLD

Fabulous 55.6 Acres
This Property Has So Much To Offer. Pristine Land Roughly 35 Acres Cultivated, 

River Across The Back Forested Corner. House Has Massive Master Loft, 
Generous Sized Rooms. Lower Level Rooms With Large Above Grade Windows. 

2 Garages,1 Attached 2 Car, Plus Incredible ‘MAN CAVE’ Separate Heated 2 
Car+/Workshop (24X32) Semi Finished Loft Great For Business Office/Other. 

WOW! 1.7 Acre Oasis In Aurora
This unique property boasts a sprawling bungalow with a long list of wonderful 

features that starts with it’s beautiful setting nestled amongst mature trees. All the 
rooms in this home are a generous in size.  Its’ huge cathedral ceilinged master 

suite is separate from the other ‘bedroom wing’ and enjoys oodles of natural light.  
The magic of this home is its ability to bring the outside in, in almost every room. 

You simply feel like you are in a private wooded lot deep in the country while 
actually being right in Aurora! Call  for the extensive list of features of this home. 

Asking $1,399,000.00


