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As runners and walkers from around town get ready for the annual Terry Fox 
Run at Sheppard’s Bush on September 15, one familiar face in the crowd will be 
Rod Leonard. Mr. Leonard has been with the Aurora run since the very begin-
ning, in fact, even before the beginning. For more, see Page 19.
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KEEPING “HOPE” ALIVE
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LENARD LIND
15105 Yonge St., Suite 100, Au rora

(21⁄2 blocks south of Wellington
on the east side)

*Some conditions may apply

905-841-0000 • lenard@lhlindrealty.com
www.lhlindrealty.com

Call today for a free property evaluation!*

Residential Real Estate Company

Ontario’s ONLY...
ISO 9001:2008 REGISTERED LENARD LIND 
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As if the chance of winning $75,000 wasn’t enough, people who bought Prospectors Raffle tickets recently for the annual Wild, Wild West Hoedown from York Support 
Services Network got a bit more bang for their buck. Norma, Mike, and Stephanie were on hand at the Aurora Shopping Centre Car Wash throwing in a free wash for each 
$20 purchase. Event and raffle tickets are still available for purchase from Jonathan’s Restaurant and Neighbourhood Network. For more on events and activities leading 
up to the September 14 party, see Page 17.                                                                                                               Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Tickets help “special friends”  
make special connections

By Brock Weir

Ryan Maharaj is no ordinary friend – he is a “special friend”.
He was just a teen when he decided to dedicate some of  his spare time to Kinark 

Child and Family Services of  York Region. Now 24, he has used the past six years 
wisely forging a bond with another special friend. In his special friend, he lucked 
out. They share similar interests, both like to play the guitar, and find no shortage 
of  things to do together.

“I have learned so much about different views on things, different aspects, and 
doing things that other people want to do as well,” says Ryan. “I think the best thing 
is I have learned to understand the way adolescents think and the way they want to 
do things.

“We have such a strong bond between us. It is no longer just a special friend 
relationship; I see him as my little brother and we hang out beyond the program.”

Kinark is a community-based organization focusing on children’s mental health 
and providing assistance and opportunities to children, youth, and their families. 
They are one of  the 25 community partners for this year’s Wild, Wild West Hoedown, 
hosted by Magna International.

Through Hoedown, each of  the 25 partners will get an equal share of  all proceeds 
leading up to the September 14 bash. With their slice of  the pie, they plan to expand 
their Volunteer Family Respite and Mentoring program which links families facing 
mental health issues with ways to regroup and form connections with mentors like 
Ryan.

While Ryan was lucky in finding a direct connection with his buddy, Kinark too 
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AURORA 150 FACT:

Image courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

Ontario Bank

In 1888 the Ontario Bank was at the northwest corner of 
Yonge Street and Wellington Street. The building was located 
on the site of the former Doan store and post office. This 
photograph was taken circa 1890.

CELEBRATE 
AURORA 150
Aurora’s Community Cultural Celebration

On Saturday, September 21 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
bring your family and friends to Ada Johnson Park for 
a celebration of Aurora’s cultural heritage! Enjoy an 
exciting entertainment line-up featuring mystic drums, 
Bollywood dancing, a First Nations presentation and 
activities for kids! The evening comes to a close with a 
feature film, Cirque Du Soleil: Worlds Away at 7:15 p.m. 
For more information, visit www.aurora150.ca or call 
905-726-4762.

Sign the Town’s Memory Book

Share your stories and memories of Aurora by signing 
the Town’s memory book at the following locations:

• Aurora Public Library, 15145 Yonge Street
• Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way

The books will be placed in a time capsule at the end of 
the Aurora 150th birthday celebrations. Thank you!

PUBLIC NOTICES

e-PLAY is now free!  

As of July 16, the Town’s e-PLAY online registration system 
became free of charge, with no user fees. As part of this 
change, the Town retired the telephone-based system, Tele-
PLAY, on July 19.

For your convenience, program registration remains 
available by mail, fax or in-person at our recreation centres. 
For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca/e-PLAY 
or call 905-726-4770.

Aurora Public Library News  

The Aurora Public Library’s Fall Program Registration is now 
open! Residents are encouraged to register their children 
for programs at www.library.aurora.on.ca

On now through Sunday, October 6 the Aurora Public 
Library’s Colleen Abbott Gallery will feature an art exhibit 
from the Aurora Artists Studio Tour. This eclectic group of 
practicing and emerging artists will showcase their work 
through various mediums such as acrylic, charcoal, mixed 
media and watercolours. You won’t want to miss it!

rk in a striking setting and access to this ever-changing art gallery is free to the 
public. 

Each month, the work of a different artist is featured. The draw for those who will 
exhibit in 2014 will be held this year on Wednesday, September 4. Application forms 
are available at www.aurora.ca/skylightgallery 

The 12 artists chosen will represent one month during the year. Artists within York 
Region and beyond are invited to enter the draw. The featured artist also has the 
opportunity to host a reception in the Skylight Gallery during his/her chosen month. 

For more information, please contact Laura Malone, Special Events Co-ordinator, 
Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 ext. 3132 or lmalone@aurora.ca 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
The Town of Aurora is accepting applications for the following position
Senior’s Program Assistant Application deadline is Monday, September 2

For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/employment

REMINDERS
Debris on Roads  

Homeowners constructing pools or undertaking other building projects are 
reminded to keep roads, sidewalks and rights-of-way (the Town-owned section of 
property bordering the road) free of construction debris. Keeping these areas free 
from bricks, timber, soil and other materials is essential to pedestrian and traffic 
safety. Construction permits do not allow storage of these materials anywhere 
except your property.

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw  

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to outdoor water use. It is 
important that all residents and businesses observe the regulations, as they have 
been put into place to ensure a continued abundant water supply. Even/Odd 
watering restrictions are in effect. 

For more information on these and other Town bylaws, please call 905-727-3123 
ext. 4240 or visit www.aurora.ca/bylawservices

Club Aurora Membership Meeting

Are you wondering how our construction plans will impact 
your membership with Club Aurora? Do you have questions 
about when the renovations will commence and finish? 
Curious about what will happen to the pool and the squash 
club? Join us on Thursday, September 12 to have your 
questions answered! The following membership meetings 
will be held at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex in the 
Activity Room.

Fitness and Pool Members: 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Squash Members: 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

For more information, please contact Al Downey, Director  
of Parks & Recreation Services at adowney@aurora.ca  
or Melodie McKay, Manager of Recreation at 
mmckay@aurora.ca

YRT/Viva Service Changes

Effective Sunday, September 1 York Region Transit (YRT)/
Viva changed select services operating in The Town of Aurora. 

Revised routes/schedules
Viva blue “A”
22/22A King City 
31 Aurora North
32 Aurora South
98 Yonge

High School Specials and services
High School Specials (400 series) and most routes with 
diversions to schools will resume with the start of
the new school year.

426 Dr. G.W. Williams 

Statutory holidays
Sunday/Holiday service for all YRT/Viva services and TTC 
routes operating in York Region:

Labour Day  Monday, September 2
Thanksgiving  Monday, October 14

Visit www.yrt.ca for complete details or call 1-866-MOVE-
YRT (668-3978) to speak with a Customer Service 
Representative. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Skylight Gallery Artist of the Month  

During the month 
of September, the 
Skylight Gallery will be 
featuring the artwork 
of L.R. Pope. After a 
devastating loss in 
2009, Pope began 
to paint as a way to 
deal with his sudden 
onset of intense emotions. Inspired by art’s natural healing 
abilities, Pope’s artwork tells a story of personal spiritual 
growth. Regular viewing hours are Monday to Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

 

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Wednesday, September 4 7 p.m. Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee
Thursday, September 5 7 p.m. Environmental Advisory Committee
Monday, September 9 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee   
  Cancelled – Not Required
Tuesday, September 10 7 p.m. Council
Wednesday, September 11 7 p.m. Accessibility Advisory Committee
Thursday, September 12 7 p.m. Economic Development Advisory Committee
Thursday, September 12 7:30 p.m. Committee of Adjustment

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

RIBFEST
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 11 A.M. TO 11 P.M. • SUNDAY 11 A.M. TO 6 P.M. • MACHELL PARK

AGE OF MAJORITY REQUIRED AFTER 8 P.M.

RIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFEST
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 11 A.M. TO 11 P.M. • SUNDAY 11 A.M. TO 6 P.M. • MACHELL PARK

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 11 A.M. TO 11 P.M. • SUNDAY 11 A.M. TO 6 P.M. • MACHELL PARKSEPTEMBER 6 TO 8, 2013RIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTAURORA’S

AGE OF MAJORITY REQUIRED AFTER 8 P.M.
AGE OF MAJORITY REQUIRED AFTER 8 P.M.

The tastiest event of the year!

FUN FOR ALL AGES!

Another exciting event 
brought to you by

Sponsored By:

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.AURORA.CA OR CALL 905-726-4762
We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities that are listed on our promotional material.

Beer Garden
Proceeds benefi t the Aurora Rotary Club

Children’s Activity Zone Free!
Friday, September 6 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday, September 7 from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Food for All Appetites
Roasted Corn, Bloomin’ Onions, BeaverTails® and more

Giant Midway All Weekend

Fantastic Lineup of
Entertainment All Weekend Long
Friday, September 6 
Tribute to Bruce Springsteen – Glory Days
Saturday, September 7 
The Carpet Frogs and Honeymoon Suite
Sunday, September 8 
The Mud Men

motion is life
chiropractic

by
The Plan

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

A CURORA HRYSLER

Aurora

FREE GROUP CLASSES, SEMINARS, FACILITY TOURS AND MORE!

Group Fitness Classes 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Child Minding  8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Let’s Take a Hike*  10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Family Cyclefit*  10:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.
Homeopathy Seminar** 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Yoga in the Park*  1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
 

**Please pre-register at 905-726-4764 

**Presented by The Total Health Healing Arts Centre

GREAT GIVEAWAYS
EQUIPMENT DEMONSTRATIONS
AND MUCH MORE!

905-726-4764
www.aurora.ca/fitness

Club Aurora Fitness is located at the  
Aurora Family Leisure Complex 

135 Industrial Parkway North

Are you prepared for an emergency or disaster?
Don’t be scared. Be prepared.

Be prepared for a variety of weather or civil related emergencies by 
knowing the different types of risks, making a household emergency plan 
and assembling an emergency survival kit. 

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/emergencypreparedness
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Briefly
COMMUNITY RECOGNITION

Nominations are now closed, winners have been selected, and 
on Monday, September 16, people who have given back to Aurora 
will be recognized with the 2013 Community Recognition Awards. 
The ceremony will take place at 7.30 p.m. at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and will recognize “individuals, groups and businesses that 
have actively supported the Town’s development and enhanced the 
overall community.” Areas of  recognition include the Bob Harman 
Memorial Award, the Good Neighbour Award, and the Youth 
Volunteer Achievement Award. 

M&M’S ASSISTS SENIORS
With Aurora’s Sobeys location closing its doors for four months 

of  renovations at the end of  business last Saturday, seniors in the 
Orchard Heights area of  Aurora may have been left in the lurch. 
The grocery store at Bayview Avenue and Hollidge Boulevard ran 
a program to help seniors in that area do their weekly grocery 
shopping after the nearby Foodland closed its doors. MPP Frank 
Klees told The Auroran that although he has not yet heard back 
from Sobeys “who had indicated they were willing to make some 
accommodation somehow”, M&M Meat Shop’s Greg Foster is willing 
to provide deliveries for the affected seniors. Sobeys is scheduled to 
re-open in January.

GOLFERS TAKE NOTE
Local golfers can help support the leaders of  tomorrow in the 14th 

annual Youth in Motion Charity “Top 20 Under 20” Golf  Classic and 
Silent Auction on September 18. Hosted at Markham’s Angus Glen 
Golf  Club (North Course) with a shotgun start at 7.30 a.m., the classic 
welcomes 120 golfers of  all skill levels to support Youth In Motion’s 
training and mentorship programs. This year’s tournament is chaired 
by Aurora’s Brooke Harrison, who was named one of  Canada’s Top 20 
under 20 in 2012. In addition to the golf  play, prizes include a two year 
lease of  a Cadillac ATS courtesy of  Highland, and Raptors Tickets. To 
register, contact Tina at tsweeney@youth-in-motion.ca. 

SPECTACULAR AURORA RAVINE ESTATE

OPEN HOUSE 
September 7th & 8th 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Exquisite home on 2.3 acres in prestigious Hunter’s Glen Estates. Meticulous 
with $400k in updates. Best price in the neighbourhood. 

       Andrea Hanak  Cell: 647-201-5766 
  Office: 905-731-2000 Your Community Realty, 

Brokerage Inc.

Sales Representative

Get ready for a lot more of Samantha Ryan
By Brock Weir

From Janis Joplin to Lil Wayne, there was something 
for everyone during Canada Day weekend in Aurora’s 
search for its next Teen Idol.

But amid Broadway belters and songsters putting a 
different spin on today’s Top 40, classic rock eventually 
won the day.

The ultimate winner was Samantha Ryan, and as she 
looked ahead to her duties this year, her focus was firmly 
set on performing at this week’s Ribfest. 

Hosted by 2012’s Teen Idol Taylor Mansillo crowds 
of  people and judges alike gathered at Lambert Willson 
Park for the Canada Day celebrations to cheer on their 
friends, family, and neighbours, in their quest for the 
teen title.  

Evidently, it was no easy task as judges took their time 
narrowing contestants down to a top four, but whittle 
they did. In the end, Sydney Nicholson, Jessica Koerge, 
Samantha Ryan, and Alexi Moumounais rose to the top. 

But having wowed the crowd earlier, channelling 
Janis Joplin in “Me and Bobby McGee”, and revisiting 
the roots of  rock in her second performance, Samantha 
Ryan was crowned Aurora’s 2013 Teen Idol, with Alexi as 
second runner up.

“I personally don’t think I did as well as I could,” 
Samantha, surprised by her win, told The Auroran.  
“I thought all the competitors were amazing and thought 
all that mattered was I was in the Top 4. At least I was 
in the Top 4. When I found out I won, my jaw dropped.  
I looked at everyone and I couldn’t believe it.” 

Samantha said she has always had aspirations to be a 
singer and through competitions like Aurora Teen Idol, 
the more experience she gets under her belt, the better 
and more comfortable she gets performing in public. 

Having studied at an arts school in Thornhill for 
music theory, she came back to St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Catholic High School last year, where she begins Grade 
10 this week. 

She continues to sing through her school, and has 
also performed at local benefits and, essentially, any 
opportunity which came her own way. 

“I am interested in music and I think it is the one 
thing I can express to people the best,” she said of  her 
song selections, which although might have been older, 
still had a broad appeal. “People had to know the songs.  
A lot of  the ones I listen to are classic rock, and I picked 
the songs that I am most comfortable with and that a lot 
of  people know. I just find it easier to for me to tell the 
story behind them.

“A lot of  the songs performed were love songs, but 
‘Me and Bobby McGee’ has a lot of  turns in it which 

make it interesting. Another reason I chose it is because 
my grandfather loves the song. He always wants me to 
sing it and he thinks I sound amazing when I sing it so I 
always sing it for him.”

With a busy year ahead of  her singing at various 
Town functions and events, she was excited one personal 
favourite was on her calendar.

“I’m excited for everything, but particularly Ribfest,” 
she said. “It’s one of  my favourite things Aurora does.”

Ribfest gets underway at Machell Park this Friday, 
September 6, running through Sunday. In addition to 
Samantha, entertainment will include The Mud Men 
and Honeymoon Suite. Samatha will perform Saturday 
bet ween 2.15 and 3.15 p.m. 

While you have seen Aurora’s 2013 Teen Idol at Con-
certs in the Park, Samantha Ryan has been eagerly an-
ticipating performing at this weekend’s Ribfest

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Evening Hours by Appointment Program

Are you a homeowner or contractor in need of a permit for a home 
renovation project? Can’t make it during regular business hours? 
The Town of Aurora is offering extended hours by 
appointment on: 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 and THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
 

Book your appointment today for a quick, “one-stop-shop” permit 
process. Call 905-727-3123 ext. 4390, 4394 or 4388 or email 
building@aurora.ca. Please call at least one day in advance. 

The Evening Hours by Appointment Program allows for review of projects 
that qualify under the Town’s Residential Express Permit Program. 
For information on projects that qualify, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/REPP  

Appointments take place at Aurora Town Hall 
Building Services division, 3rd floor

www.aurora.ca/buildingservices

Green Path Program
The Town of Aurora’s 

expedited building permit service 
for energy and water conservation 

home improvement projects

The Town of Aurora is pleased to provide the Green Path Program, 
allowing homeowners and contractors to obtain a building permit for 
energy and water conservation home improvement projects faster than the 
time-frame set out by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

Eligible projects: Solar electrical panels
Solar domestic hot water systems
Wind turbine support structures
Geothermal energy
Other projects aimed at reducing energy or water 
conservation may qualify. Please note, combining 
conservation projects with other renovations may not be 
within the scope of this program. Please contact us for 
more information.

Timing: Our goal is to review of your application  
within three business days and issue the permit when 
possible. This is seven days less than the time-frame set 
out by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

For complete details including cost, required documentation and where to 
apply, please contact the Building Services division 

at 905-727-3123 ext. 4393 or visit www.aurora.ca/greenpath

For complete details including cost, required documentation and where to 
apply, please contact the Building Services division 

at 905-727-3123 ext. 4393 or visit www.aurora.ca/greenpath
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A certain office supply company 
would have you believe this is the 
“most wonderful time of  the year” 
as kids begin their first week back 
at school. 

If  you had asked me a few years 
ago, I probably would have agreed 
with the sentiment. After all, I was 
one of  those weird kids. Despite 
outward protestations, I actually 
looked forward to getting back to 
the grind. What can I say? There 
was something exciting about the 
unknown; wondering about your 
homeroom teacher and classmates, 
doing a mental evaluation of  all the 
possibilities both good and bad, and 
then, after getting the list of  what 
you need, setting out on the bank-
breaking expedition to check off  
each one of  those boxes. 

Then, of  course, it was back to 
school, proudly laying out new pens, 
notebooks, and the all-important 
flashy-yet-tasteful binders. As I 
write this, I am experiencing a full-
bodied cringe, a stark realisation I 
was one of  those obnoxious kids 
hard to put in a particular box, 
starting off  as a stereotypical “apple 
polisher”, quickly moving far away 
from “brown nose” territory, but not 
quite enigmatic enough for anyone 
to care.  

Why is it a time to wax 
sentimental? Maybe it is a hangover, 
of  sorts, but one which comes up 
around this time every year. It 
didn’t help matters to have a visit 
last week from one of  our freelance 
writers who came back to the office 
before embarking on the next leg of  
his educational journey.

As we’re going to press, he’s 
probably settling into his first 
classes at Carleton University, 
making his way in dorm life, 
learning the ropes, eager to discover 
everything the place has to offer, 
including the pitfalls. 

As he walked out the door, it 
finally hit me. I’m not sure why it 
never came up before, but as soon 
as that door clicked, I realised I was 
doing the exact same thing, bound 
for the exact same place, exactly 10 
years before. 

It is almost beyond 

comprehension it is a full decade 
since our car rolled onto campus 
after the monotonous trip on the 
401 to get to Ottawa laden with three 
passengers and everything I would 
need for the upcoming school term; 
a monotonous, but momentous 
journey in my life.

Despite the excitement of  what 
the next four years held in store, 
I suffered from a serious bout of  
pre-emptive homesickness, but 
helping make the transition easier 
was travelling with a friend from 
Australia backpacking her own 
way around the world intent on 
exploring the nation’s capital. That 
helped settle some of  the internal 
churning, but not by much. 

Passing through the gates left 
a lasting impression. Rounding 
the corner, we were stopped at a 
crosswalk while a herd of  “frosh”, 
clad only in cardboard boxes, 
hopscotched across the street in 
an orderly fashion. There went all 
doubt of  what the phrase “fish out 
of  water” meant. 

With the registration complete 
and my room number assigned, 
it was time to unload my life from 
the car. Clothes? Check. Carried 
into the building. Books? Check. 
Moved. Snacks? Check. Unpacked. 
Sampled. Computer mouse? Check. 
(It was 2003) Unpacked. Printer and 
Paper? Check. Check. Scanner? 
Check – and unscathed! Monitor? 
Check. Computer?... Computer?...

The butterflies in my stomach 
came to a dead halt as my mind’s 
eye performed a Hitchcockian zoom 
to my computer still sitting in the 
middle of  the shambles that was 

my home office. It was certainly 
an inauspicious beginning to my 
university career, but once that was 
settled, there were relatively few 
bumps in the road. Well, aside from 
a brief  week in third year where one 
assignment brought me perilously 
close to throwing in the towel.

It was a trip that made lasting 
impressions, introduced me to some 
incredible people, and took me to 
places around the world I probably 
wouldn’t have a chance to visit, at 
least in a working capacity. 

After our writer left, I wondered 
where the road would take him and 
whether, like me, he would be sitting 
down in 10 years’ time wondering 
where the time went as well.

That phrase makes it sound like 
a bad thing, but it is far from that. 
Yet, as the day and evening wore 
on, the fact it was a full 10 years 
ago became no less unfathomable. 
Everything added up. I jotted down 
the math for peace of  mind, but 
bare numbers staring back in black 
and white did nothing to bring the 
concept into reality.

I suppose that hackneyed old 
phrase “time flies when you’re 
having fun” does have a ring of  
truth to it. The fact the last 10 years 
has indeed flown must be a sign I 
was on the right track when I set my 
sights on journalism and still enjoy 
what I do. 

For our latest Carleton student, 
I hope he feels the same way, and I 
hope each member of  the class of  
2013 does as well. 

This line of  work affords a 
wonderful opportunity to meet and 
interview our best and brightest 
students. Over the course of  the last 
school year, many of  these students 
have shared with me their drive 
to make a positive impact on their 
world and the world around them, 
and achieve long-held dreams and 
aspirations. 

I look forward to hearing 
the stories they’ll come home 
with in the spring, their bucket 
lists duly revised, personally 
and professionally, and intently 
following their own contributions 
in the years to come. 

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Where did the decade go?

Machell’s CornersLetters to the editor
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(Councillor responds to Jazz, August 28, 2013)

Some would have citizens believe the Aurora jazz+ 
Festival left Aurora by choice!  Those who followed this story 
remember what really happened.  

Organizers of  the 2013 Aurora jazz+ Festival placed a hold 
on Town Park as of  August 2012 for the 2013 August festival.  
We had glorious plans for the 150th Birthday Celebrations too! 
Oddly, on October 23, a motion was put forward indicating 
Town Park was up for grabs on the weekend established for 
the Aurora jazz+ Festival for someone else to create a music 
festival on that weekend in that park.

To our knowledge, a motion such as this one targeting a 
particular, well established, successful event in the Town of  
Aurora had never been tabled before. Organizers, volunteers 
and music/art lovers worked hard, investing time and money 
to establish the Aurora jazz+ Festival as a Top 100 music/art 
festival in Ontario.  

The unusual Motion was passed by a majority of  Aurora’s 
Council members, including Councillor John Abel. This 
Motion, plus comments published in local news and blogs 
indicated festival organizers were not welcome by some in 
Aurora. 

The 2012 Aurora jazz+ Festival received no financial 
support whatsoever from the Town of  Aurora. Lack of  
municipal funding and council support hinders successful 
development of  a community festival. Council members 
repeatedly refused to meet festival organizers to discuss 
festival development and level of  support. 

As regards placement of  logos on festival materials, 
this requires a level of  sponsorship. Town logos were not 
included in 2012 inasmuch as the Town chose not to provide 
an appropriate level of  sponsorship.  

Organizers struggled annually to get limited support to 
develop and nurture the festival.  That said, we must note, 
it was a pleasure to work with supportive Town Staff  and 
Councillors over the years.  

Denigrating letters about the festival and its organizers 
published leading up to 2012 festival did not support the 
festival. Therefore, once the festival proved successful yet 
again in 2012, it was inappropriate to welcome authors of  
these letters to take glory for work done by true festival 
supporters. They chose their position. We respected their 
choice.

We respect the residents of  Aurora who have supported 
and volunteered with us during the birth of  the “jazz+” brand 
in York Region. We welcome you to enjoy music and art with 
us throughout the Region!  

We are grateful and thrilled to be able to continue 
developing the Arts and Music in our Region supported in 
large part by sponsorship and support from Newmarket 
Celebrates the Arts, the Newmarket Downtown Development 
Sub-Committee and Town of  Newmarket CAO, Mayor and 
Council members and Newmarket Main Street BIA members.

The new festival attracted 10,000 patrons, many of  whom 
are Aurorans!  Thanks to all who volunteered with us this 
year! 

Sher & George St. Kitts
Aurora jazz+ Fest Founders
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Festival founders  
disagree with letter

Discussion needed on sports dome
There has been no more print about the sports dome since 

March 7. Does this mean no action will be taken? It seems to 
me there is no interest in stopping the money flow because of  
the tax by the Region.

Are people afraid to talk about loss of  money and doing 
something about it because of  the [Aurora Soccer Club] and 
backlash from parents? 

Neil Garbe said while the Town could pull out of  the deal 
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In a recent column entitled Truth 
Telling to Power, I concluded by 
asking what you felt were the top 
two things the PC Party must do to 
regain the confidence of  Ontario 
voters to form the next government. 

The responses came swiftly, and 
in the true spirit of  this column, 
candidly. I was not surprised, and 
would like to express my appreciation 
for the constructive advice and many 
thoughtful comments.

As promised, I will be providing 
my Caucus colleagues with a 
compilation of  those responses 
and while I will respect the 
confidentiality within which that 
advice was offered, I want to share 
some of  those comments in this 
column. Following are some of  the 
recurring themes from the many 
emails in response to my call for 
advice......

Make policies relevant and distinctive

J.M. “If  the PCs want to distinguish 
themselves from other parties, then 
the time has come to propose a 
Provincial government overhaul. 
Simply stated, government needs to 
be run like a business. Those who 
misappropriate funds (e.g.: gas plant 
scandal) need to be disciplined or 
fired.”

S.P. “There is a weakness in urban 
policies which explains the lack of  
seats in the major urban centres.”

M.B. “People need to be lead and 

told the truth..... Focus 
on two or three key 
planks that (the party) 
will be able to deliver 
on.”

B.F. “I’m a retired 
civil servant. I believe 
that Ontario needs a 
strong conservative 
government to regain 
our lost economic 
status and our common 
sense decisions.”

T.R. “Focus on JOBS, create 
a climate that will help improve 
the attractiveness of  Ontario to 
businesses. This means: cheaper 
energy, (no more expensive green 
energy programs; in fact, kill that 
thing), lower business taxes, tax 
incentives for businesses to move 
and start up in Ontario.”

Communicate more effectively

A.S. “Good policy is important 
but it must be effectively and 
intelligently communicated in 
such a way that voters feel they are 
understood and appreciated.” 

H.H. “We need a whole change 
in the way you and your party 
communicate with the public. You 
need the party to talk in layman’s 
language. I know there is no easy 
answer to complex problems but 
I think telling people in simple 
terms unless we make changes the 

province can go 
broke. Detroit?” 

Present a positive 
vision for Ontario

R.D. “Present 
a positive, clear, 
compelling vision of  
Ontario under PCs. 
Don’t look back, 
look forward. Ignore 
the Liberal record, 
focus on what PC 
policies can do for 

average Joe in Timmins, Toronto, 
Ottawa, Windsor. Ads should be about 
a new way forward and include diverse 
people represented in them. Develop 
a strong tag line (e.g. The Promise of  
Ontario).”

D.L. “Give the public an option. This 
has never been communicated well 
to the public. It is anti-Liberal, anti-
Liberal, anti-Liberal. What does the 
PC party stand for? ...... Who knows, 
all I read about is how bad the Liberals 
are. Voters are a bit more sophisticated 
now. Tell us what the Party stands for 
and what the leader stands for.”

B.G. “Just tell the voters in plain 
language what YOU propose to do to 
undo all the horrendous mistakes 
the Liberals made in the past 4 years! 
Just harping on the mistakes will not 
get you votes as there is not a party 
around that will not make mistakes. 
You have to show where you want to go 
to make things better. Not with clichés 

but understandable solutions. Do-able 
solutions.”

A.B. “There is much to be learned 
from Ontario’s political history. If  
ever I heard a party say it wanted 
the best and the brightest for an 
independent civil service that could 
speak to power without punishment, 
I would vote for them. I would vote 
for them even if  they were largely 
devoid of  good policies and ideas at 
the outset but were willing to act and 
provide the best government possible, 
independent of  their political roots.” 

“Don’t be fooled into thinking that 
being heard is more important than 
hearing”

This last quote did not come from 
the many responses to my request for 
advice. It is advice from Mike Myatt, 
a leadership advisor to Fortune 500 
CEOs and their Boards of  Directors. 
Commonly regarded as one of  the 
world’s authorities on leadership, he 
recently offered this:

“Want to become a better leader? 
Stop talking and start listening. 
Being a leader should not be viewed 
as a license to increase the volume 
of  rhetoric. Rather astute leaders 
know there is far more to be gained 
by surrendering the floor than by 
dominating it.... Show me a leader 
who doesn’t recognize the value of  
listening to others and I’ll show you a 
train-wreck in the making.”

www.frankklees.com

I’m not sure why, but Aurora seems 
to be getting less decisive as the years 
go by.

The key example of  this is the 
status of  the Hydro Funds, which are 
to be used for some exciting showcase 
project in town.

However, for many years the $33 or 
so million in funding realized from the 
sale of  that utility has sat in the bank 
(or maybe in someone’s mattress – it’s 
accrued about as much interest as if  it 
has been in one), awaiting a suitable 
project.

You’d think by now someone would 
have had that “eureka” moment, and 
identified exactly what the funds 
should be used for, but interestingly, no 
idea has been forthcoming.  Or at least, 
none that everyone could agree on.  

This has happened despite much 
Council debate and other consultation 
on the matter. In fact, the last time 
taxpayers were asked about what to 
do with the money, the overwhelming 
response was “give it back to us”.

Practical for the individual, but 
hardly generating a legacy project in 
town.

It’s not like there haven’t been a 
number of  worthwhile projects both 
historical and proposed that could 

have used some 
financial support:  
construction of  
new baseball fields, 
covered tennis courts, 
and skateboard parks, 
buying the Armory 
or more parkland, 
redeveloping and 
encouraging business 
on Yonge Street, 
adding bike paths 
and pedestrian 
underpasses. But 
still the funding lies 
untouched.

Interestingly, even 
when the town does want to move 
forward on something, indecision 
again rears its head.   

Look at all the angst and back and 
forthing years ago that preceded the 
installation of  traffic calming in the 
northeast quadrant.  

But the town wanted it done properly, 
so although it took forever before a 
decision was made on what to put in, 
after much consultation, deep thought, 
and review of  all the options (and a 
healthy payout of  taxpayers’ dollars), 
the perfect solution was arrived at.  

At least, it was perfect until 

it was decided it 
actually wasn’t, and 
all the chicanes were 
subsequently torn 
up and removed (at 
additional taxpayer 
expense, of  course).  
Hopefully, they’ve been 
kept in storage in case 
it’s decided to flip-flop 
one day and put them 
back in again.

I’m surprised 
someone hasn’t 
suggested that this 
municipal indecision 
should be better 

reflected on our town crest, perhaps 
by replacing the Fleury plough with 
a waffle.

After all, wavering on the way 
to our final goals is not a recent 
occurrence in Aurora. Although a 
decision was finally made, I believe 
the almost 200 year old Petch House 
was only 120 years old when they first 
started discussion about whether to 
save it, and if  so, in what form.

And most of  the people enjoying 
the Seniors’ Centre were probably 
kids when discussions began about 
our still unrealized new Youth 

Centre.
And it’s not just “projects” that 

lead our town down the pathway of  
indecision.  Just look at the John 
West Way/Municipal Drive/John 
West Way street name shuffle, or 
all the waffling at council in recent 
years about codes of  conduct and 
integrity commissioners.

Based on all this, what do you 
think the odds are that we’ll see 
some decisive action on some of  the 
current big ticket items being kicked 
around in town these days, such as 
development of  library square, or 
the establishment of  a historical 
block anchored by Hillary House?

Not good.
As for library square, if  and 

whenever its redevelopment occurs, 
it would be nice if  one of  our local 
artisans was commissioned to create 
a commemorative sculpture to be 
placed on the site.  

To celebrate the indecision 
that will likely be associated with 
finalizing this project, I suggest an 
appropriate subject for the statue 
would be someone flipping a coin.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

NEW
AURORAN POLL

Indecision Town

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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As Toronto gears up for the 
Toronto International Film 
Festival this week, Rob and 
Sarah helped pop some tasty 
treats for local movie-goers 
last week for Movies in the 
Park. They were standing 
by at Norm Weller Park for 
the third and final film in 
the series, X-Men: The Last 
Stand. The Croods and Back 
To The Future rounded out 
the annual three evening 
event.

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer

I Asked For Your Advice and You Responded...

FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

MPP Newmarket-Aurora
Frank Klees

Should Aurora borrow from  
the Town’s Hydro Reserves in  
order to fund the new Joint  

Operations Centre  
and Youth Space?

 (a)    Yes        (b)   No        (c)    Unsure
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NEWS 
AND VIEWS

SENIOR
SCAPE

Jim L. Abram

NEW LOCATION AS OF AUG. 1ST 2013
 

 

905-727-4651

Come visit us at

AURORA GREENHOUSEWe’ve 
MOVED!

www.auroragreenhouse.ca

225 Industrial Pkwy S, Unit #23 Aurora, On.
We face to the north and we have parking right outside our unit. 
We still have cut flowers, planter baskets, gift gaskets and more 

space to specialize in larger Weddings and special events!

www.auroragreenhouse.ca

AURORAn REFEREncE #16
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 27, 2013

PROOF #16
FEBRUARY 27, 2013 issue of The Auroran Community newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Tuesday. 
ThE dEAdlinE FOR AnY And All Ad mATERiAls is 10 dAYs PRiOR TO PUBlicATiOn dATE 

clAssiFiEd dEAdlinE is FRidAY 3.00 P.m. 

Any alterations to the ad must be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 
The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 5 p.m.

Thank you for your co-operation. 
Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300 or Classifieds at 905-727-7128, Fax: 9045-727-2620

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

LUNCH & LEARN SEMINAR
Aurora Public Library
Tuesday, September 17    

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm

And T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

Join us for an informal seminar where we will discuss 2 topics
that are sure to help you and your families in the future

Ingrid Davis from Smooth Transitions provides creative ways to de-clutter your home.

It is never too early to start weeding things out. Even if a move isn’t planned for several
months or years, it is never too soon to begin sorting through life’s accumulations.

It’s the little things that can add up to big things – starting is the hardest part.

Christine Brown from Thompson Funeral Home will show you a
sensible way to make informed decisions before your time of need.

The death of someone you care for, together with wanting to make the right decision
– especially when you have little time to attend to all the details – 
leaves many families feeling overwhelmed. Often these decisions 
must be made when a family is grieving and is the least prepared. 

Learn how you can make informed decisions to ease this time of grieving for those you love.
RSVP to Ingrid Davis by Thursday, September 12  •  905/717-0135  •  Light lunch will be provided.

By Brock Weir

Aurora residents will 
soon have a second chance 
to sound off  on a proposed 
new cell phone tower 
slated for the northwest 
corner of  the Longo’s 
plaza at Bayview and 
Wellington.

As The Auroran went 
to press on Tuesday, 
Altus Group, consultants 
retained by Bell Canada 
over the tower, were due to 
meet with area residents 
at the Aurora Pubic 
Library to hear their 
thoughts. What’s at stake 
is a 29.9 metre flagpole 
style telecommunications 
tower, complete with 
an equipment shelter 
and perimeter fencing 
just metres between the 
grocery store and the 
residential development 
branching out from John 
West Way.

While the consultants 
were required to send 
notices of  the public 
meeting to everyone 

within a certain degree 
of  the area in question, 
some neighbours were 
missed in the process, 
according to Alexandra 
Schaffhauser of  Altus. 

“We had missed a 
few residents on the 
notification document 
that went out, and so we’re 
going to be sending out 
another notice to those 
residents who were missed 
in the initial mail-out 
noting a second meeting 
will be set up for them.”

A date for a second 
meeting has not yet been 
pinned down. 

According to Marco 
Ramunno, Director of  
Planning for the Town 
of  Aurora, the company 
was required to notify 
residents within a 120 
metre radius of  the 
proposed site, but some 
of  the condominium town 
homes nearby received 
notification from their 
own condo corporation 
rather than Bell’s 
consultants themselves. 

He advised the consultants 
they needed to provide 
residents directly with 30 
days’ notice of  a public 
meeting.

For some Councillors, 
a second meeting was 
welcome news.

“I am glad that if  
they have missed some 
people, or some people 
feel they have been missed 
that they’re responsible 
enough to hold a second 
meeting to make sure that 
everybody is included,” 
said Councillor Chris 
Ballard.

The issue hits close to 
home for Councillor John 
Gallo. Councillor Gallo 
said when considering this 
cell tower proposal, he is 
“struggling” to reconcile 
the fact Health Canada 
says there is no significant 
health issue with these 
towers, contrary to other 
studies in the public 
domain. 

“We need to do our 
due diligence. I am not in 
favour of  just saying, ‘No, 

get rid of  it. Don’t put it 
there.’ If  the opinion is we 
need to put it somewhere 
else, then where and how? 
Would we be moving the 
problem somewhere else 
and having the other 
residents deal with it? 
That is not fair either. It 
shouldn’t be a NIMBY-ism 
kind of  thing. We need to 
figure it out.”

A cell tower just 
behind the plaza might be 
the best place for it and, 
in that event, there is no 
use fighting it, he added, 
noting he would wait 
to see how the studies 
and consultation shook 
down. This time around, 
however, looking back 
to the Town of  Aurora’s 
recent battle with Bell 
Canada over the cell 
phone tower on the King 
side of  Bathurst Street, 
he says he’s hopeful 
Aurora will have more 
of  an impact, but he was 
“somewhat skeptical” as 
to how much.

“No matter what we 

say, they may be willing 
to do a little bit but the 
issues are higher up in the 
upper level government 
than what we can do on 
this level,” he said. “I am 
not sure how much they 
will listen to us.”

Once both public 
meetings are concluded, 
the next step is for the 
information and feedback 
to be compiled and sent 

to the Town for Mr. 
Ramunno’s review. Once 
that is done, a report will 
be sent to Council for the 
tower’s approval. 

“I want to be able 
to identify to Council 
whether they have, 
obviously, fulfilled the 
public consultation 
requirements to Industry 
Canada’s protocol and our 
protocol as well.” 

Second meeting to be set over Longo’s cell tower after notification confusion

I feel so fortunate to be 
allowed to contribute by 
writing this column in The 
Auroran. 

I get comments from 
friends and strangers alike. 
Most are complimentary, 
some are very 
complimentary, some are 
extremely complimentary 
and some are a bit nasty 
(but constructive all the 
same!). Please keep it up! 
The insights that I get from 
you folks help so much. 

No matter what is said 
I do take your comments, 
suggestions and advice 
constructively and hold 
them dear to my heart, 
good, bad or indifferent.

I find people enjoy 
reading content that they 
can relate to, and to this 
end, I try to maintain 
a writing style of  just 
being myself, unscripted, 
but based on something 
newsworthy and of  interest 
to seniors in Aurora. I 
also hope it entertains 
you so that seniors will 
continue to read, not just 
the SeniorsScape column, 
but all the columns and 
articles in this community 
“newsroom”.  

Most of  the ideas I 
come up with develop from 
conversations with people 
over a coffee, cards, bocce 
or other activity at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre. If  
you get the jokes, as bad 
as they may be so, that’s 
great; if  you don’t get the 

jokes then send 
me some of  your 
own. 

I’d love 
to hear from 
you. One thing 
we have and 
we value at 
our Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre 
is diversity 
of  culture, 
opinions and life 
experiences. I’m 
so glad that so 
many have opted to share 
their energy with all of  us 
as members and friends. 

If  you missed Scott 
Johnston’s column in the 
August 21 edition of  the 
Auroran, I encourage you 
to read it at theauroran.
com. Scott gave a very 
comprehensive and 
objective view of  our 
state-of-the art, best-in-
class Aurora Seniors’ 
Association and our 
unique relationship with 
the Town of  Aurora. A 
good piece, Scott.  Drop by 
for a game of  Bocce. Loser 
buys lunch! The gauntlet 
has been dropped! 

PREVENTION OF 
 ELDER ABUSE

You are invited to join 
the Newmarket Optimist 
Club on Thursday, 
September 26 from 11 to 2 
p.m. at 55 Forhan Avenue, 
Newmarket for their 
official website launch 

and recognition 
celebration.

HALF EMPTY OR 
HALF FULL?
Once in a 

while I run into 
an inspirational 
story on the 
Internet that 
really speaks to 
me and makes 
me examine 
my life. When 
I found this 

thought-provoking story 
shared by Science is 
Madness I realized that 
it illustrates the idea 
beautifully and perfectly, 
and that there was no need 
for my input:

A psychologist walked 
around a room while 
teaching stress management 
to an audience. As she 
raised a glass of  water, 
everyone expected they’d be 
asked the “half  empty or 
half  full” question. Instead, 
with a smile on her face, she 
inquired: “How heavy is 
this glass of  water?”

Answers called out 
ranged from 8 oz. to 20 oz.

She replied, “The 
absolute weight doesn’t 
matter. It depends on how 
long I hold it. If  I hold it for 
a minute, it’s not a problem. 
If  I hold it for an hour, I’ll 
have an ache in my arm. 
If  I hold it for a day, my 
arm will feel numb and 
paralyzed. In each case, the 
weight of  the glass doesn’t 

change, but the longer I hold 
it, the heavier it becomes.” 
She continued, “The stresses 
and worries in life are like 
that glass of  water. Think 
about them for a while and 
nothing happens. Think 
about them a bit longer 
and they begin to hurt. 
And if  you think about 
them all day long, you will 
feel paralyzed – incapable 
of  doing anything.” 
As early in the evening 
as you can, put all your 
burdens down. Don’t carry 
them through the evening 
and into the night. 

My Final Word: 
Remember to put the glass 
down!

For more information 
on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to 
offer, drop by 90 John West 
Way, visit the web site www.
auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com 
or call 905-726-4767 between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday.

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre
289 Wellington Street East

Aurora L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

We have the selection you need

Please visit us in Booth #’s 39 & 48 in Arena 1 at the Aurora Home Show
for many home improvement products and ideas

At Aurora

Leaf Bags

HOME SHOW* Visit us at the

SHOW SPECIALSfor great

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Other great Home Show Specials include:

P450 Stainless Steel Barbecue

Only

Only

Proudly made in CANADA$799
5 Foot Vinyl Sliding Patio Door

$949installed, plus tax.

Lawn FertilizerCoupons for

Plus FREE
Please visit us in Booth #’s 39 & 48 in Arena 1 at the Aurora Home Show 

for many home improvement products and ideas

AAAttt AAAuuurrrooorrraaa

at the Aurora Home Show

* Visit uuuuusssss at the* Visit us at the

fffffoooooorr great

Friddaayyyyy, SSSaturddddayyyyy & SSSunnnnddaayyy
OOOOOttttthhher greatttt HHHHHome Shhhhowwwww Speciaaaaallllls include: g

P450 SP taaaainl eeeeelllless Steel Barbecueee

udly mmmamm de in CAAAAANADA

P450 SP taaaainllllless

Prou

installed,dddd plllusssss tax.

LLLLLaaaawwnnn FFFeeeeertilizzzeeerrrCoupons for 

h #’s 39 & 48 in Are
ome improvement prod

ena 1 a

Home Owners helping homeowners
with expert advice

FIXTURES FIXTURES 
IN-STORE

INTERIOR LIGHT

UP TO

75% OFF
UP TO

75% OFF
* WHILE SUPPLIES LAST, 

SO PLEASE SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION.

*

In-stock only, no special orders.

SaleSale

Midnight Bronze      
Brushed Nickle        
Chrome
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FOR SALESOLD A name you know...
people you trust!

Direct: 905-727-1961

Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

York Group 
Top 1% in Canada

www.SusanCowen.comContinually 
Referred!

FOR SALESOLD A name you know...
people you trust!

Direct: 905-727-1961
info@susancowen.com

Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

York Group 

Top 1% in Canada
www.SusanCowen.com

Continually 
Referred!

info@susancowen.com

Witnessing the agreement come to fruition on Wednesday afternoon were (first 
row) AHS founding president Dr. Leslie Oliver, current president Suzanne Reiner, 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, Councillor Evelyn Buck, (back row) former councillor and 
AHS board member Bob McRoberts, Aurora CAO Neil Garbe, AHS curator Catherine 
Richards, Councillor Sandra Humfryes, Parks and Recreation director Al Downey, 
and Town Clerk John Leach.                                                          Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Display is top priority for Aurora 
Collection’s new owners

By Brock Weir

With the exchange of  a 
shiny new loonie and a flurry 
of  pens signing multiple 500+ 
page agreements, the Aurora 
Collection came under the 
ownership of  the Town on 
Wednesday.

The Collection comprises 
of  nearly 16,000 historical 
artefacts and documents 
curated, collected, and 
received in donation by the 
Aurora Historical Society 
(AHS). For the AHS, it was 
a matter of  transferring 
the collection to the 
municipality, which has the 
resources to see it through 
the next 50 years and beyond. 
It is also the first step in re-
establishing a permanent 
museum for Aurora. 

Once the ink was dry 
on the agreements and the 
celebratory photographs 
were taken with Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe, AHS 
president Suzanne Reiner, 
and assorted Councillors, 
Town staff, and AHS board 
members, priority number 
one for the proud new owners 
was getting the collection out 
for all to see. 

“We have to find a place 
to display it, otherwise 
why would we have it?” 

said Mayor Dawe, taking 
into account the Aurora 
Room, a space at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre which will 
become permanent home 
to the Aurora collection this 
January.

“We do have a home at 
this point, maybe not as 
large as some would like, but 
we will certainly be making 
as much use of  the room 
as we can with an eye of  
seeing how we can make that 
space, perhaps, a little more 
effective for us.”

He said he would also 
like to see Aurora look at 
new and creative ways show 
the artefacts, including in 
community spaces and even 
grocery stores.

“We have to be a little 
more creative in where we 
put these things [and] get it 
out there to where people 
come to congregate.”

Before any of  this takes 
place, however, Council has 
to decide just how – and by 
whom – the collection is 
going to be curated. Council 
authorised staff  this summer 
to look for third party groups 
to manage and curate the 
collection. Finding these 
“pre-qualified third parties” 
is the top priority for Al 
Downey, Aurora’s Director 

of  Parks and Recreation. 
Once a short list is in place, 
it will then be presented 
to Council in the hopes of  
taking it to the next level of  
getting firm proposals.

“Managing the collection 
isn’t all about displays,” said 
Mr. Downey. “There is a lot 
of  behind-the-scenes work 
that needs to be done in 
order to ensure we preserve 
this collection and provide 
educational opportunities 
and access to the public to 
the archives. We hope to 
get a number of  changing 
displays each year so we can 
theme the displays and get 
more of  the collection out to 
the public.

“If  we would get 15 
per cent of  the collection 
presented in the year I would 
be thrilled. That would mean 
in six years we would have 
almost every artefact the 
collection has on display at 
some point.”

Once the ball is rolling 
on the third parties, the next 
steps are drafting a work plan 
on what Aurora wants the 
new curators to do, including 
addressing previously 
identified concerns over the 
textile collection and proper 
storage, the nitty-gritty on 
displays, as well as plans for 

Family charged in alleged gift card fraud
By Brock Weir

An Aurora family has 
been charged with fraud 
after a $750,000 gift card fraud 
investigation led to their 
doorstep.

Charged with fraud over 
$5,000, fraud under $5,000, 
possession of  property 
obtained by crime, use 
of  credit card data, and 
possession of  credit card 
data, are Zeba Chaudhry, 
49, and Hasan Chaudhry, 21, 
both of  Aurora, and Waleed 
Chaudhry, 24, of  Pickering. 

York Regional Police 
said investigations began 
in June after “several 
complaints” were received 
from loss prevention officers 
in various high traffic retail 
stores in the Greater Toronto 
Area. They reported three 
individuals purchasing 
merchandise using 
“fraudulently obtained gift 
cards.”

“The way the scheme 
operated was that the accused 
used fraudulent credit cards 
to purchase gift cards at 
major retailers across the 
GTA,” said Constable Andy 
Pattenden in a statement. 
“The gift cards would then 
be used to purchase high-
value merchandise. The 

accused also exchanged 
some of  the items purchased 
for merchandise of  a lesser 
value and accepted the price 
difference back in cash. It 
is alleged the merchandise 
purchased was then 
inventoried at a residence in 
Aurora and sold online.”

After a search warrant 
was issued, Constable 
Pattenden said a residence 
in Aurora was targeted 
where police “seized a large 
amount of  merchandise 
that was believed to have 
been obtained by fraudulent 
means. 

“Police also seized 
jewellery, a quantity of  
cash, and equipment used 
to manufacture fraudulent 
identification. At this time, 
the value of  the fraud is 
approximately $750,000 but 
the investigation is still 
ongoing.”

Speaking to The 
Auroran, Pattenden said 
loss prevention officers “saw 
a connection” between a 
group of  people “routinely 
using” fraudulent cards and 
there too was a trend with 
the stores being hit.

“It was basically all of  the 
major retailers that would 
have some of  the high ticket 
items such as televisions, 

furniture, mattresses, bed 
frames and…barbeques,” 
he said. “A lot of  the 
retailers have their own 
divisions of  loss prevention 
who are highly trained in 
detecting these things. With 
the smaller retailers [we 
encourage people to report] 
any sort of  suspicious 
activity.

“If  people are making 
repeat purchases using 
things like gift cards, take 
note of  it. If  they feel some 
of  the activity is suspicious, 
contact police. In this case 
here, they were buying items 
and selling them online. 
There is a component there 
of  be a little cautious of  what 
you might be purchasing 
online.

“If  something looks 
too good to be true, then it 
probably is.”

Charges have not been 
proven in court. They are 
expected to appear in court 
on October 10.

Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
the York Regional Police 
Major Fraud Squad Unit at 
1-866-876-5423 x6612, Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS, 
or leave an anonymous tip 
online at www.1800222tips.
com. 

marketing and sponsorship. 
For the AHS, Ms. Reiner’s 

signature ushered in a brave 
new world. The AHS has, 
after all, maintained and 
curated the collection since 
the Society’s establishment 
50 years ago this year. As the 
ownership of  the collection 
is taken off  their hands, 
there is not a sense of  a 
weight being lifted, but one 
of  excitement.

“There is a sense of  
excitement as this is a 
step forward in the re-
establishment of  the 
Aurora Museum and [an 

opportunity] to refocus,” said 
Ms. Reiner.

Addressing the assembled 
crowd, she said, “Now that 
we have officially signed 
over the Aurora Collection to 
the wonderful hands of  the 
municipality, I know that you 
will take very good care of  it. 

“It is always going to 
be very dear to our heart. 
We will always be here to 
support your endeavours 
and the recreation of  the 
Aurora Museum.”

The AHS’ founding 
president, Dr. Leslie Oliver, 
said his mind “went in 

several directions” as he 
watched the incumbent 
president sign over the 
collection. 

“The important thing 
is this is a benchmark,” he 
said. “What I see this event as 
is building a formal alliance 
with the Town, with the 
municipality, which provides 
the kind of  resources we 
need to move ahead and 
new directions because that 
is what the times require of  
us.”

Added Ms. Reiner: “Times 
are changing and we have to 
change with it.” 

F i b r o m y a l g i a  
is reaching 
alarming levels and  
ineffective treatment is 
common.  If  you suffer 
from Fibromyalgia you 
need to know poorly known 
facts about the condition in  
order to avoid years of   
pain and suffering.

You may be experiencing 
constant, unrelenting 
joint pain …  tender, achy 
spots all over your body…  
including your neck 
and upper back…   pain  
between your shoulder 
blades …  chronic fatigue 
…  and maybe constant or 
intermittent headaches.  
You can’t sleep at night and 
are  exhausted all day.  

You can’t even enjoy 
the simple things in life  
anymore, such as playing 
with your children.  Getting 
out of  bed everyday is an 
unbelievable challenge.

Life has become 
unbearable... Your doctor 
does an exam... negative.  
He takes some  X-rays...
negative.  Does a few blood 
tests… negative.  Maybe 
even an MRI… negative.  

The doctor may tell 
you that you may have  

Fibromyalgia and may give 
you anti-inflammatories,  
pain relieving or 
muscle relaxing drugs. 
You may find that the  
approaches you try do not 
help or may even  make it 
feel worse. 

So you go back, again 
and again, and your doctor 
gives you different drugs 
to try to make you feel  
better.   

The doctor eventually 
may say... “I’ve done all  
I can do, you just need to 
learn to live with it...”

After  exhausting the  
list of  medications you may 
also be told it’s “all in your 
head” and they may even 
send you to a psychiatrist 
for anti-depressant drugs.

You may have gone 
through months, if  not 
years, of  grueling tests and 
drugs with horrible side  
effects.  

It is clear that sufferers 
need much more 
information on what 
Fibromyalgia really is 
and how they can help 
themselves.

There are other  
approaches, beyond the 
use of  drugs, that have  

safely and effectively 
helped many Fibromyalgia 
sufferers improve  their lives  
dramatically.

To help sufferers,   
a workshop is being offered  
to reveal effective ways  
to feel better, increase 
energy, improve sleep and 
improve quality of  life.  The 
workshop is at no- charge as  
a community service. 

The workshop will be 
held on Wed September 
11,  7:30 pm - 9 pm at the 
King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd Unit 10,  
Richmond Hill. Seating is 
limited.  

Call to make reser-
vations 877-334-2785.

Fibromyalgia 
Effective  Approaches for Lasting Relief  

There are other 
approaches, beyond 

the use of drugs, 
that have safely and  

effectively helped 
many Fibromyalgia 

sufferers  
feel better.
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Investors come forward for community tennis partnership
By Brock Weir

Investors could soon get 
the green light on getting 
their proposals together 
for a new all-season, 
multi-use tennis facility in 
Aurora. 

The long-discussed 
project which was initially 
floated for Fleury Park, but 
has since been redirected 
to Stewart Burnett Park 
near Leslie Street and 
Wellington, could take a 
significant step forward 
this week. 

The project has been in 
the works for over a year 
with groups such as the 
Aurora Community Tennis 
Club and Terry Redvers, 
operator of  the Aurora 
Sports Dome on Industrial 
Parkway, coming forward 
with various proposals. 
The most significant 
proposal started off  as a 
collaboration between the 
two last year: a multi-use 
facility floated as a project 
to mark Aurora’s 150th 
Anniversary. 

Those plans included 
the construction of  two 
additional tennis courts 
at Fleury Park, just west 

of  Yonge and Wellington 
Street, which would have 
then been covered with 
a roof  structure and 
garage-like doors which 
could easily change the 
sheltered, open-air courts 
into a completely indoor, 
multipurpose building.

The finished result, they 
said would not only serve 
users of  the tennis club 
in the winter season, but 
be open to everyone in the 
community for use during 
the spring and summer. 
Plans also included an 
amphitheatre to make the 
“Fleury Plough House” 
a venue for local music 
festivals. Keeping an eye 
to the environment, they 
pitched a building clad 
in solar panels and other 
innovative technology to 
implement a solar power 
generation cooperative to 
not only generate energy 
for its own use, but also 
turn a profit.

While the two initially 
came forward together, 
they eventually went 
their separate ways 
and the proposal to add 
additional tennis courts 
to what already exists 

was ultimately nixed by 
Council due to a number 
of  factors. These included 
failed grant applications, 
lack of  majority Council 
support, and disputes with 
the Lake Simcoe Regional 
Conservation Authority 
on building something of  
that nature in flood areas.

That wasn’t the end 
of  the road for an indoor 
tennis facility. The path 
soon shifted away from 
Fleury Park to Stewart 
Burnett Park, well away 
from flood areas but, 
significantly, more room 
for creativity.

Council approved in 
early June going out to the 
community and beyond 
to look for interested 
third parties to “build, 
operate, and finance” the 
all-season, multi-purpose 
building.

“In response to Council 
direction, staff  prepared 
an [Expression of  Interest] 
and released it on July 
16, 2013,” said Al Downey, 
Aurora’s Director of  
Parks and Recreation, in 
his report to Councillors 
this week. “The EOI was 
widely publicized and 49 

companies picked up the 
document; however, only 
three were received at 
closing on August 6.”

The three respondents 
were Mr. Redvers, the 
Aurora Community 
Tennis Club, and a 
company called Sportstar. 
Mr. Downey said his 
department believes all 
three would be “capable” 
of  moving forward and 
recommended Council go 
to the next level in getting 
the details. 

In their Expression 
of  Interest, the Aurora 
Community Tennis 
Club (ACTC) said they 
supported multiple 
possible visions for the 
project including a tennis 
bubble, a steel building 
which could be opened 
or closed to the elements 
as weather dictates, or 
any combination of  a 
structure that would 
incorporate energy 
efficient technologies such 
as solar panels. 

Brent MacKinnon, 
President of  the ACTC, 
told The Auroran that 
some members of  the club 

expressed interest in going 
forward with the project 
as a financial investment, 
but said the ACTC Board 
has a “neutral position” 
when it comes to vendors. 
He declined to say which 
members would be 
interested in taking on the 
job.

“We are very supportive 
in trying to be helpful to 
prospective vendors by 
sharing our extensive 
research on developing 
a multi-use year-
round facility utilizing 
energy efficient, green 
technologies,” said Mr. 
MacKinnon.

“The ACTC remains 

committed to having our 
club run its operations 
at McMahon Park, our 
home since 1937 [but] we 
are interested in having 
our organized league 
programs run at the new 
facility so that we can 
play in weather protected 
conditions in the summer 
time.”

Mr. Redvers did not 
respond to requests for 
comment at press time. 

“All costs associated 
with the design, 
construction and 
operation are to be borne 
by the proponent,” noted 
Mr. Downey of  the winning 
bidder’s responsibilities. 

Developers to receive new guidelines  
on the cost of building in Aurora

By Brock Weir

New guidelines are 
in the works for a plan 
ensuring developers put 
their money where their 
mouths are before moving 
into Town.

Dan Elliott, Treasurer 
for the Town of  
Aurora, is expected to 
introduce new bylaws 
this fall surrounding 
Development Charges, 
funds paid to the Town by 
incoming developers to 
provide for future growth 
needs. 

Development Charges 
have been the subject 
of  significant debate in 
Aurora recently as funds 
are running significantly 
low. Over the next decade, 
these coffers are expected 
to be replenished in 
equally significant 
measure as thousands of  
new homes and buildings 
are built in the 2C Lands, 
a large chunk of  Aurora 
roughly bordered by 
Highway 404, Wellington 
Street East, Bayview 
Avenue, and the boundary 
with Newmarket. 

But this land, however, 
is the last swath of  “green 
field” land in Aurora and 
when this is filled in, the 
question will then shift to 
what comes next. 

Indeed, this was 
the question when 
Councillors approved a 10 
year vision for the Town 

of  Aurora last month. 
The plan includes new 
strategies in keeping 
Aurora’s reserves in 
check, but Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner said 
she wanted to ensure the 
separate plan to tackle 
DCs would carry Aurora 
through “build out.”

“The concept of  build-
out is an ever changing 
target,” said Mr. Elliott. 
“Build out now is 2031 
based on the forecast 
period, however, we 
anticipate green field 
build-out will occur prior 
to that, probably in 2021 
or 2022 based on the plan 
for the 2C. 

“That is the last 
major area of  green 
field development to 
go. When that happens, 
in theory, if  the Town 
ceases to grow, which 
means ceases all building 
activity, there will be no 
DCs to be collected in the 
future.  There would be 
no DCs in the bank, all 
infrastructure, in theory, 
required to support the 
growth, is in place…but a 
municipality never stops 
growing. We have long-
range plans.”

Long range plans due 
back this fall would, he 
said, address build-out 
targets and a timeline, 
maximum capacity in 
Aurora, and account for 
what he predicts will be 
handed down from the 

Ontario Government 
– namely a mandate to 
increase intensification. 

“There will be 
intensification, maybe 
some new builds and, of  
course, the population will 
grow,” said Councillor 
Gaertner. “Those DCs 
are precious to us and we 
need to be careful in what 
we do with them.”

From the perspective 
of  Councillor John Abel, 
having limited money left 
in the DC Reserve account 
was a “good thing.” That 
means, he said, that it is 
being used for what it is 
intended to provide in 
terms of  infrastructure 
and addressing new 
growth.

“I am not going to raise 
any alarm bells because 
some of  the DC funds are 
at a zero balance or just 
below because there is 
a plan in front of  us for 
growth going forward,” 
he said. “I think that is 
very important to bring 
that forward. 

Discussions over 
development charges 
stemmed not only from 
Council’s approval of  
the new 10 Year Capital 
Plan, but also intentions 
to finance big ticket 
items like the new Joint 
Operations Centre and 
Community Space for 
Youth, both slated for 
Industrial Parkway 

Continued on page 20

47th Annual Kleinburg and Area

Saturday, September 7, 2013
Binder Twine Festival

Please join the residents of Kleinburg and Area

Gates open at 9 a.m. Please leave pets at home.
ARTISANS, EXHIBITORS, AND CRAFTS

Kleinburg – future home of the Pierre Berton Discovery Centre
Organized 100% by volunteers.  All net proceeds going to charitable organizations, community projects, and student scholarships.

Parking Available: $2

www.BinderTwine.ca

Quilt Square Judging and Ra�e

Children’s World:

 

Reptillia, Johnny Toronto, Face-Painting, Games and more!

All day Entertainment on Main Stage and Around the Village including:
Opening Ceremonies with TAYLOR MADE TRIO
Musicians and Bands
The Infamous Binder Twine Queen Contest!

Children’s Pioneer Parade – 10:40 am Featuring the Binder Twine Mouse

Tim Horton’s Children’s World: 10am - 4pm 
Reptillia, Circus Jonathan, Face-Painting, Games and more!

Royal Bank Young Pioneer’s Olde Tyme Activities:  
Log Sawing, Nail Driving, Stilt Walking, Seed Spitting, Hoops, Ring Toss

Plus:  Food Booths, Sarsaparilla, Beer Garden, Demonstrations, and more!

Admission:
ADULTS: $8

SENIORS/YOUTH: $6
CHILDREN (2 - 12 years): $3

Everyone in period costume: FREE
Please leave Pets at home.

1. École Publique La Fonataine
2. Foster T. Woods Memorial Woodlot
3. McMichael Canadian Collection
4. Kleinburg Public School
5. Handicap Parking: Kleinburg Public Library



THE AURORAN, Tuesday, September 4, 2013Page  8 THE AURORAN, Tuesday, September 4, 2013                  Page 9

Volcom

Billabong

Quiksilver

Roxy

Oakridge Outfitters • Aurora Shopping Centre 
14800 Yonge Street  • 905- 726-4063

Flipside • Hunters Gate Plaza
14845 Yonge Street  •  905-727-0824
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0 %OFF80 8 %
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...in Oakridge Outfitters Parking Lot from Wed, Sept. 11 to Sun. Sept. 15
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French Dressing 
MeXX 
Fresh FX

Ride for Karen comes through 
Aurora this Sunday

By Brock Weir

Be on the lookout for 
cyclists this Sunday for Ride 
for Karen.

The annual ride to raise 
money for children battling 
and effected by cancer 
was founded in 2002, by 
the children and family 
of  Karen Tobias. Since 
its inception, the ride has 
raised over $1.8 million 
to build and furnish new 
cancer care centres and 
send children living and 
affected by cancer to camp 
for the summer. 

This year’s ride leaves 
Sunday from Maple’s St. 
Joan of  Arc High School. 
Registration begins at 7.30 
a.m. with the ride kicking 
off  at 9 a.m. There are 
various routes of  various 
lengths taking place to cater 
for each rider, but it is the 160 
km “Century Ride” which 
will bring participants 
through Aurora. 

Eventually heading 
south from Newmarket, 
riders will eventually head 
down McCowan Road before 
heading west on Vandorf  
Sideroad to Bayview 
and then southbound on 
Bayview to Bloomington as 
they continue west out of  
Aurora towards King.

Among the cyclists this 
year will be Aurora lawyer 
Russ Howe. Mr. Howe, a 
partner in Boland Howe on 
Industrial Parkway, wanted 
to be a part of  the Ride the 
minute he heard about it 
three years ago.

A participant in the 
Toronto Ride to Conquer 
Cancer, the idea of  doing 
something more local with 
a focus on children appealed 
to him.

“When you hear about 
a ride in the area for kids 
with cancer, you just can’t 
say no to that,” he says. “My 
grandfather passed away 
from cancer, my dad had 
cancer, my business partner 
had cancer, and I don’t know 
anybody who doesn’t have 
something in their family 
who has had a fight with 
cancer. When it is children, 
it is worth that much more 
going for.”

When he made his first 
inroads into Ride for Karen 
two years ago, Mr. Howe 
says he was struck by the 
friendliness of  the crowd. 
He didn’t have any friends 
joining him that year but 
within five or 10 minutes, 
he had found new friends to 
ride with.

“100k is a long way for 
a middle-aged, overweight 
guy!” he says with a laugh. 
“I am going over four hours 
riding that 100k. I am not a 
particularly fast rider, but 
there are a couple of  hills 
that really challenge you 
for sure. The nice thing 
about it is when you’re out 
on the road, you’re sure to 
find a group of  people who 
are riding the same speed as 
you and when you’re riding 
around chatting about stuff, 
it doesn’t hurt as bad as if  
you’re riding by yourself  
thinking about it!”

When he finds the 
time, Mr. Howe says he 
particularly enjoys training 
by riding his bike on the 
roads and trails in and 
around Aurora. In the 
weeks leading up to the 
Ride, he has been focusing 
on his training, riding three 
or four times a week, trying 
to eat better, and everything 
possible to help him 
over some of  those more 
challenging hills. Another 
priority is making sure 
his bike is in tip-top shape 
so he’s not unexpectedly 
stranded somewhere along 
the route. 

Although he enjoys 
riding through Aurora, one 
of  his favourite spots on 
the route are the flat, scenic 
landscapes of  the Holland 
Landing area. On some of  
these flatter areas where it is 
easier to essentially go with 
the flow, he has found time 
to think and reflect about 
what he has learned about 
himself  in the challenge. 

“When I get to the end of  
the ride, there is a feeling you 
have just done something 
significant to help people 
who are in a lot of  trouble, 
and it almost makes you 
hungry to do good things 
for other people,” he says. 
“Sometimes you forget 

Aurora lawyer Russ Howe will participate in the Ride 
For Karen for the third time as it passes through  
Aurora this weekend.         Auroran photo by Brock Weir

about that. You’re paying 
the bills, you’re doing all 
kinds of  stuff, but when you 
take a little time to look at 
the bigger issue and other 
people, I think you are 
better for it.

“The Ride for Karen is 
really friendly and uplifting. 
It’s a great group of  people, 
you’re going to meet people 
you like, make friends, and 
the most important thing 
is it is not a race. It is set up 

for people of  all speeds and 
all abilities. If  you are just 
an occasional cyclist, it is 
going to take you longer to 
do it, but it is a great way 
to see the area and meet 
new people. If  you can’t 

feel good with helping kids 
with cancer, you’ve got a 
problem!”

For more information on 
Ride for Karen, visit www.
rideforkaren.com. 
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DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

$300
napoleonfireplaces.com

*
*FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Please call for details

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.
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Soak up “Local Colour” in 
Aurora at weekend art show

By Brock Weir 

First impressions are very important. 
For some, it is the make or break of  what can be the 

beginnings of  a beautiful friendship. For painters and 
sculptors it can be the all-important first step in creating a 
new masterpiece. 

These tentative steps lay the “local colour” of  any work 
and this weekend, Aurora artists invite you to soak it up in 
your own back yard with the inaugural “Local Colour” art 
tour.

Local Colour is a new group, bringing together eleven 
artists from Aurora and the surrounding area to show 
off  their creative streak in a local setting. The group is an 
off-shoot of  art classes led by artist Judy Sherman in her 
Temperance Street home-cum-studio. 

“Rather than students, we’re a group of  people who are 
painting at the studio,” said Ms. Sherman as sun beat down 
on her the deck overlooking where Saturday’s tour will take 
place – both indoors and out. “We decided to start this group 
to help promote local artists in the community. Everybody 
is local, so why don’t we try and promote the local artists in 
town?”

The majority of  the artists participating in Local Colour 
are current or former students of  Ms. Sherman. As they 
conversed in the garden last week, each one had a different 
suggestion of  what “Local Colour” meant to them. For some, 
it represented the beginning of  a painting. For others, it 
was a sense of  history. Some suggested it symbolizes each 
colourful person’s own identity. 

As each suggestion was thrown out, it seemed each one 
was a reluctant artist who eventually found biting the bullet 
and picking up a brush, chisel, or lathe as a way to find and 
express themselves. The work on display has been selected 
by the artists themselves to illustrate their artistic journeys.

“Judy and [artist] Eva [Folks] have always done as much 
as they can to support all of  us in our art,” said Cathy Fairs, 
who will be showing some of  her still life work. For her, 
finding art was a positive outlet, and one she hopes will be 
reflected in her paintings.

“The first time, I came home and said, ‘I feel like I have 
just had a two hour holiday. To concentrate on something 
and work a something and ignore everything else that has 
been happening that day, or that month, is a wonderful thing 
and very therapeutic.”

Drawing and painting is something Helen Simpson 
always wanted to do as well. She travelled extensively and 
found inspiration wherever she went, but actually sitting 
down and putting brush or pencil to canvas or paper was 
something she never before had the chance to do. 

“I never thought I was an artist, really,” says Ms. Simpson, 
who focuses on nature, houses, and farm scenes. “It has 

really been a wonderful experience for me and it is a very 
spiritual thing. When I am here, I am taken out of  myself  
and I don’t know how it happens. It is something you can’t 
explain.”

For the people sitting around this impromptu roundtable, 
no explanations are needed. Each speaks of  how they have 
been drawn out of  themselves through their art. Majella 
Power said through the art classes, she has found the 
confidence as well to consider herself  an artist rather than a 
student, often focusing on a nautical theme in her work. Art 
has also prompted Chris Barfitt to channel her love of  nature 
through her art to others, encouraging them to recognize a 
“spiritual energy” in the world around them. 

Mike Sheridan, on the other hand, works with wood, 
creating detailed sculptures of  birds. Before coming to the 
studio, that is as far as things went. His work with a brush 
was limited to house painting and fences. 

“In a very short time, I am happy with what I am doing,” 
he says of  what he has learned. “It is self-satisfaction.”

Adds Ms. Sherman: “My belief  is to help people achieve 
what they want to achieve, not for anybody to do what I do, 
or what somebody else does. It’s to help people achieve their 
goals and encourage their styles to be the best they can be.

“That is why I think this group is so unique because the 
quality of  the work is really good and everyone’s style is 
different, so you have a variety of  work. It’s very eclectic and 
there is something for everybody.”

Local Colour gets underway on Saturday, September 7 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 89 Temperance Street inside the studio 

and, weather permitting, in 
the garden. A public preview 
of  the show will also take 
place on Friday from 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m.

Aurora gets “ahead of the game” with storm water 
By Peter Davey

Aurora is “ahead of  
the game” when it comes 
to protecting the source 
waters of  Lake Simcoe, as 
it moves to conduct a new 
stormwater master plan. 

The Town will be 
building upon a previous 
plan it conducted a 
number of  years ago, 
before it was mandatory 

to do so.  
In accordance 

with the 2008 Lake 
Simcoe Protection Act, 
Aurora is preparing 
a comprehensive 
stormwater management 
plan that can be 
implemented before June 
2, 2014. According to the 
Town, the long range 
planning approach will 
enable Aurora to identify 

opportunities and be 
proactive in addressing 
stormwater management 
issues.

While the town is 
located almost 25 km 
from southern Lake 
Simcoe, pollution and 
contaminants generated 

in Aurora can easily 
migrate northwards to 
the lake. 

“Aurora is at the 
headwaters of  a lot of  
streams that go into 
the south side of  Lake 
Simcoe,” said Ilmar 

Continued on page 19

Artists offering “Local Colour” this Saturday include Helen Simp-
son, Chris Barfitt, Majella Power, Eva Folks, Mike Sheridan, Cathy 
Fairs, and Judy Sherman.                      Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Ford was 
right

I doubt many of  
you caught it but CP24 
provided live coverage of   
the debate of  the special 
Toronto City Council 
meeting held early last 
week to deliberate the 
motion to hold a by-
election.  

The motion was 
necessary in order to 
deal with the vacancy on 
council due to Deputy 
Mayor Holyday’s move to 
the Provincial legislature.  

I took a few minutes 
for an early lunch and 
managed to catch about 
10 – 15 minutes of  it.  
Though the “debate” 
went on quite a bit longer 
than that, 10 minutes was 
all one really needed to 
see in order to get the gist 
of  what the Councillors 
were ‘debating” and what 
the ultimate outcome 
would be.  

Appointment.
By an outstanding 

majority.
No surprise there 

(I was surprised at the 
margin of  failure, but 
not the loss itself).  The 
motion to hold the by-
election was put forward 
by Ford himself  and was 
heavily promoted as the 
“right thing to do” by the 
beleaguered Mayor, so it 
was sure to fail. 

Sorry if  that seems 
harsh, but judging by 
the acrimony amongst 
the Council members 

in Toronto and naked 
hostility towards 
Ford that a number of  
Councillors exhibit, it 
really isn’t a stretch to say 
any motion put forward 
by Ford, let alone one 
that would see him out 
and about campaigning 
for weeks on end, would 
be rather forcefully 
rebuffed.  

And it most certainly 
was.

Trotting out 
the usual, “we’re 
saving the taxpayers 
m o n e y ” c l a p t r a p , 
Councillor after 
Councillor blithely 
ignored the wishes of  the 
very group of  people for 
whom they were allegedly 
speaking – the residents 
of  Ward 3.  

I wish just one of  the 
Councillors would say 
what they were really 
thinking instead of  
monotonously parroting 
the same tired lines. 
Why not say, “we want to 
control who gets that spot 
rather than risk getting 
what the people want.” 

It’s the truth, isn’t it?
An appointment to fill 

a void created by a by-

election. Can they not see 
the irony of  the situation?

Alas, politicians 
are generally irony-
challenged.  

But they sure are petty. 
The Toronto papers 

reported, “Council 
overrules Ford”. And 
truly, that does seem to be 
what the decision was all 
about. Disagree with the 
man. Disagree with his 
politics, his antics, his 
beer-imbibing stroll down 
the Danforth, but don’t 
disagree with him for the 
sake of  disagreement, or 
worse - spite.  

I am no fan of  Rob 
Ford, or his brother, 
Councillor Doug Ford.  
But in this case, the 
Fords are right. The 
decision was wrong. 
The Council’s vote in 
favour of  appointment is 
a slap in the face to the 
residents of  Etobicoke. 

Rather than turn 
this into a rant, I will 
end the column here.  
Frankly there isn’t much 
more to say, is there?  If  
depriving some residents 
the right to vote is what 
passes for democracy at 
the Municipal level, then 
it is no small wonder 
why no one bothers to 
“engage” in the political 
process - or vote at all. 

Until next week, stay 
informed, stay involved 
because this is, after all, 
Our Town.

Culture Days at the Farmers’ Market
By Jan Freedman

The Aurora Farmers’ 
Market and Artisan 
Fair, in partnership with 
the Aurora Cultural 
Roundtable, will be 
celebrating Culture 
Days on Saturday, 
September 28, with 
a culinary arts 
extravaganza. 

With an emphasis 
on fresh, healthy 
locally grown food, 
Market chefs will 
be highlighting the 
dishes of  yesteryear 
in honour of  Aurora’s 
Sesquicentennial.

Chefs will prepare 
dishes made with 
ingredients sourced at 
the Market that would 
have been prepared 
by their grandmothers 
and that they grew up 
eating. 

As several of  the 
chefs hail from Europe, 
visitors can look 
forward to an offering 

of  multi-cultural dishes 
that reflect the growing 
ethnic diversity of  York 
Region. 

The Culinary Arts 
celebration begins at 
9:00 a.m. with each chef  

working in rotation to 
prepare his dish for 
sampling. Recipes will 
be provided and, as 
even the organizers do 
not yet know the dishes 
the chefs have chosen, 

everyone can prepare 
for delightful surprises!

The Aurora Farmers’ 
Market is inviting 
everyone to join this 
exciting celebration of  
the culinary arts as part 

of  human culture. 
As you enjoy the 
ambience of  the day, 
organizers encourage 
you to take the 
opportunity to look at 
the often one-of-a kind 
art pieces created by 
the artisans who are 
an integral part of  
the Market. 

While the Farmers’ 
Market is toasting 
the culinary arts 
as part of  Culture 
Days, Aurora Public 
Library, the Aurora 
Cultural Centre and 

the Aurora Historical 
Society will have a 
variety of  exciting 
events making Saturday, 
September 28, a vibrant 
day of  culture for the 
community.   

L.H. LIND REALTY INC.

15105 Yonge St., Suite 100, Aurora

lenard@lhlindrealty.com
View virtual tour for most listings

@www.lhlindrealty.comFeature Properties
FOLLOW  US  ON  TWITTER: twitter.com/lhlindrealty

OR  bEcOmE  a  FaN ON FacEbOOk:  FacEbOOk.com/lhlindrealty 

aurora’s toP sales Producer 2012†
“Service with Professionalism” 905-841-0000 • 416-410-8223

Ontario’s only...
ISO 9001 : 2008 REgISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Jackie Martin
Salesperson

adaM lind
Salesperson

Mike lind
Salesperson

eva O’Sullivan
Salesperson

lenard lind 
Broker of

record/Owner

Feature Properties

call today for a “Free” Property evaluation!* 905-841-0000
†based on IMS Stats  Aurora Offices*Some conditions apply.

Wycliffe Estates!  Soaring 9 ft ceilings!  Open concept floor plan!  Gleaming hrdwd strip flrs!  
Gourmet centre island kitchen w/granite counter  & heated floors!  Main floor master w/5pc 
ensuite & big w-in!  2 bdrms, 4pc bath & den on 2nd level!  Spectacular vista view over golf 
course! Gated exclusivity!

AurorA BungAloft BeAuty!

$739,900

Hunter’S glen 5200 Sf geM!  PICtureSQue PrIVACy 2.5 ACreS!

$2,549,900

Superb completely reno’d estate home in Aurora’s most sought-after estate community!  
Updated & upgraded “gourmet” centre island kit!  Sumptuous master w/enticing en-
suite!  Updated baths!  Knock-out prof. f inished walk-out bsmt!  Oasis backyard w/
pool with waterfall & hot tub and party room!  Simply sensational!

Sales office at Lot 17 Davina Circle – Yonge St. north of Bloomington to signs!  Open House Sat & Sun 
1-4pm or by appointment.  4900 SF model home!  5 forested ravine lots available and 4 floor plans to 
choose from!  4,450 SF to 5,670 SF, some with main floor master bedroom!  Gated privacy and much 
more!  Stone, stone & stucco or stone & brick exteriors!  Amazing attention to detail by renowned 
builder!  Builder finished basement optional! Price is subject to HST

eXCluSIVe BlooMIngton HeIgHtS!  BungAloW MoDelS AVAIlABle!

From $2,150,000

Picturesque views of the countryside!  Two 2-car garages!  Interlock drive with coachlights!  
Open concept flr plan!  Hrdwd strip floors!  Modern centre island kitchen w/granite cntrs  
& open to sunken spacious fam rm w/woodburning fireplace!  Sundrenched solarium!   
5 walk-outs!  Trail through property!  Loads of parking!   $1,199,888

4000Sf MoDern Country HoMe!  64 ACreS!

BungAloft BeAuty!  fInISHeD BASeMent!  AurorA!

$749,900

 Soaring 9 ft. ceilings!  Gleaming hardwood strip floors!  Living room with vaulted ceiling!  
Coffered ceiling in dining room!  Gourmet maple kitchen with granite counters & huge 
breakfast bar “open” to spacious family room w/walk-out to oversized cedar deck!  Knock-
out  open concept finished lower level!  Quiet child-safe 

Shows like a “dream”!  Fresh modern décor!  Above-grade fam rm, living rm & laundry! Large 
fam rm  with w/o to fenced yard!  Spac. LR w/10ft ceiling and 2 picture wdws!  Sep. dining!  
Updated eat-in kit!  Master w/semi-ensuite access to updated main “marble” bath!  Over 2,000 
SF!  Steps to Yonge, shopping, transit & community pool!

Huge SeMI ConDo renoVAteD BeAuty!

$349,900

Brokerage

Simply sensational!  Soaring 9 to 14 ft. ceilings!   Open concept floor plan!  Gleaming hrdwd strip 
floors!  Separate formal dining rm!   Main flr den!  Gourmet custom centre island kit open to huge 
“great room” w/custom cabinetry!  Inviting master w/enticing ensuite!  Builder prof. finished lower level 
w/massive rec room w/wet bar, custom built-ins, 2 bdrms & 3pc bath!  $1,145,000

KIng VAlley!  gAteD eXCluSIVIty! BungAloW BeAuty!SPeCtACulAr! 4300 Sf! renoVAtIon! fInISHeD BASeMent! Pool!

$979,000

Have it all!  Soaring 9 ft. ceilings & gleaming hrdwd strip floors!  Sunken living room!  Sep. 
formal DR!  Spacious family room w/custom B-I wall unit!  Knock-out updated & upgraded 
Fischer kitchen w/granite counters & top-of-the-line B-I stainless steel appliances!  Bright 
prof. fin w/o lower level w/wet bar, home theatre area & more! 

uPDAteD BACKSPlIt! PrIVAte lot! AurorA!

$459,900

Wow – value here!  Modern neutral décor!  Spacious great room with broadloom over  
hardwood!  Big ceramic eat-in kitchen with ceramic backsplash!  2nd bedroom w/cus-
tom built-in desk office area!  Professionally finished lower level with inlaw potential 
with separate entrance, 3-piece bath, family room & den!
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Aurora Youth Soccer 
STINGER CUP

U9/U10 Girls 
LIFESTYLES HOMES CREATIONS U 14/15 B SOCCER NATION

U8G  AURORA MASSAGE  
& CHIROPRACTIC WELLNESSU8 Boys Wed - TEAM ROYAL BMO

PRIESTLY DEMOLITION INC.

U6-G  SOUTH STREET BURGER
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Aurora Youth Soccer 
THANKS FOR A GREAT SEASON!

U 12 B  BACKYARD POOL & SPA

U9/10 Girls Champs Caroline Baile
ROYAL LePAGE BROKER

U 6 G  YORK CATHOLIC TEACHERS

U 12 G MAGNA

U 13 G SCOTIA BANK

U 16 - 18 B   
UPPER CANADA MALL

UY 12 G  SKY

2013/14 Indoor Soccer 
Registration Now Open
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11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555

RichmondHillSubaru.com
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17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com
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By Melanie Hutchinson, 
Secretary, CYGHA

This past April, the 
Central York Girls Hockey 
Association’s (CYGHA) 
Aurora Panthers Senior 
Ladies A team conquered 
the Lower Lakes Female 
Hockey League (LLFHL), 
with a near perfect 
season. 

They also came home 
with a silver medal at the 
Ontario Women’s Hockey 
Association (OWHA) 
Provincials this past 
April.  

“We are a great group 
of  ladies,” says captain 
Christina Kerr. “I think I 
speak for the whole team 
when I say that we really 
just love to come to the 
rink and hang out with 
each other and, of  course, 
we all have a common love 
of  hockey!  The highlights 
of  the year would be 
winning the LLFHL, and 
doing well at Provincials 
(of  course we wanted the 
Gold) but we always have 

next year!“
Christina began 

playing hockey in 1993/94 
and eventually moved 
into Rep until she left to 
go to University in 2001.  
When she graduated in 
2005, she realized she 
missed it so much she 
came back to play with 
the Aurora Panthers. 

Along with the rest 
of  the Senior A team, 
Christina is also very 
involved with the 
CYGHA FUNdamentals 
program -- a girls-only 
hockey program for 
beginners. She and 
fellow Senior A player, 
Naomi Kupferstein, got 
together and thought it 
would be great to do as a 
team and give back to the 
community.  

“We have about 3 to 5 
of  us each year that take 
control of  the program,” 
says Christina. “It’s a 
great program. I honestly 
think I enjoy it just as 
much, if  not more, than 
the kids do and we have a 

lot of  fun out there. I wish 
this program existed 
when I was first learning 
to play.”

But ice hockey and 
coaching are not her only 
talents.  

Christina also played 
at the World Ball Hockey 
championships this 
summer here in Canada 
for Team Netherlands, 
though suffering an ankle 
sprain did not allow her 
to finish the tournament.  
Her team still went on to 
capture silver.  

Off  the rink, Christina, 
a talented artist, works 
at the McMichael Art 
Collection in Education, 
working with school 
groups.  She aspires to 
teach art in the future, 
either in schools or 
through her own studio.

If  you’re interested in 
more information about 
the CYHGA and how you 
can join or volunteer, 
please visit www.
girlshockey-centralyork.
com.

Aurora Panthers ladies cap a winning season

Minor Jays have a year to remember
By Jeff Doner

The Aurora AAA Minor Midget Jays are 
having a year to remember and have done 
something that Aurora sports hasn’t seen 
before – becoming Aurora’s first AAA  baseball 
squad.

Many of  the players have been working 
hard together for the past four or five years, 
with just a handful of  players coming in and 
out since the team began playing competitive 
ball.

Head coach Ian MacKinnon said the team 
worked up from B level all the way  to where 
they are now and that the large majority of  
credit goes to the players.

 “They bought into the concept,” he said. 
“Other players would see us having fun, we’ve 
got great sponsors and they saw the swag and 
the boys progress. That attracted players.

“We’re the first Aurora team to win a AAA 
tournament and we beat last year’s Ontario 
champions 15 – 5 in the round robin and 8 – 4 
to win the championship at the Vaughan 
Invitational. Then we went into Mississauga, 
we walked through that tournament and we 
ran into another big team from Niagara Falls, 
NY, which is New York’s number one travel 
team.”

Although they didn’t come out with a win, 
at least they made it interesting by carrying 
a 7 – 4 lead into the seventh inning, before 
dropping the game 9 – 7.

MacKinnon said the fact that the players 
are training together all year has helped them 
become a stronger team.

“They all want to be here and they all 
practice together in the winter, so they play as 
a team,” he said. They never get down on each 
other. Last week we played a game after the 
championship to fill out the schedule, we went 
down 8 – 0 in the first inning, just a complete 
meltdown after the tournament, and we came 
back and tied that one. The enthusiasm of  
these guys is terrific and they’re all supportive 
of  each other. That’s what makes a big 
difference.”

In addition to some big tournaments up 
here in Canada, the team also traveled to the 
States to gain some solid experience and, 
hopefully, some exposure.

Recently, they competed in the Elite 
World Series in South Bend, Indiana, and 
then returned home to win the York Simcoe 

Baseball Association Championships two 
weeks ago.

“That’s also a first for an Aurora AAA team, 
so now we go to the Ontario Championships in 
Hamilton,” added MacKinnon.

Going into grade 11, the players are still 
young, but realize how good of  a season they’ve 
had overall in their development.

“Everybody works together and there’s 
never any problems; the coaches make sure 
everybody has fun. When it comes down to 
game time everybody is serious, but before 
and after the game it’s all fun,” said pitcher 
and third baseman Alex MacKinnon about his 
team’s success.

“Four years ago we were terrible and we’d 
be lucky to get a win, but coming up to now 
everything has just been good and continued 
to get better.”

Catcher Ethan Kopel is just wrapping up 
this third year on the team and commutes from 
Thornhill to play with the team.

“It’s definitely the best season I’ve had in my 
playing career,” he said. “We came in first place 
in our division, won the YSBA’s for AAA, so it’s 
all-around amazing and also just so much fun. 
[Playing in the US brought] just a whole new 
atmosphere and a different style of  play.”

Aside from gaining experience and 
collecting hardware, another goal for many of  
the players is to be seen by scouts to help them 
earn scholarships to play baseball in Canada 
or the US.

Nick Bell, who bounces between pitching 
and playing outfield, has his goals set.

“I want to go as far as I can with it and just 
see where it takes me,” he said. “Hopefully 
play in university or college, whether it be in 
the States or in Canada and hopefully go pro 
someday. I’ve always wanted to be involved in 
baseball somehow, whether it be as a player or 
as a broadcaster or journalist. As a player, I’ll 
just see how far it takes me.”

Coach MacKinnon said that the coaching 
staff  has that same goal for the players and is 
committed to helping them get there.

“All we can do is create the environment 
for them to succeed. We’ve got another year, 
because they’re going into grade 11, so this 
summer was important to them to get seen, 
next year we’ll make sure that those who stay 
in Aurora will be seen by scouts across the 
United States and Canada. We’ll make sure 
they get that opportunity.”

Pitcher Jeff Barton, left, and St. Max students Alex MacKinnon, Mike Imseis, and 
Ross Benn, right, have had a remarkable year in their minor baseball season.

Auroran photos by Jeff Doner
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H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

Call 905.833.5311
to book your table at York Region’s 

Most Historic Restaurant

Reservations are recommended; take home or take out not permitted during Sunday Brunch

Hogan’s Inn at Four Corners
is excited to announce...

$28 Unlimited Full Service Menu!
is back!

~ Eggs Benny
~ French Toast
~ Corned Beef Hash with
   Poached Egg
~ Gourmet Burger
~ Fresh Seafood

~ Soup and Salad Selections
~ Pasta Feature
~ Smoke Salmon Nicoise .... & more!
Coffee, Tea, Pop, Juice,
Still and Sparkling Water
all included!

Kids under 12 pay their age!
EvEry Sunday

from 11am to 3pm

Kids Pasta and Kids Chicken Fingers available

Follow us on Twitter @HogansInn

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

www.thelightspot.ca

5-7 pm on Thursdays
Tapas & Sharing 

From $7

Its Social...
Just like you

After Work  
Thursdays

Edward Street Bistro
14785 Yonge St, Aurora

PH: 905-841-9500

Starts Sept 12!

Aurora gives green light to Regional 
partnership on trail underpasses

By Brock weir

P e d e s t r i a n 
underpasses beneath 
Leslie Street could soon 
be in the works following 
Council approval last 
month.

Councillors signed 
off  on a $475,000 plan to 
explore a 50-50 partnership 
with the Region of  York 
to create the two trail 
underpasses near St. 
John’s Sideroad when 
the Region reconstructs 
Leslie Street in 2015. 

The potential 
partnership on the two digs 
were floated at Council 
earlier this summer and 
following deferral were 
considered and approved 
at Town Hall on August 13. 
When Council previously 
tackled the underpasses, 
most were in favour of  
partnering on something 
that would allow users of  
the Town’s trails network 
to travel without having 
to grapple with traffic 
and crosswalks on the 
street level, but others 
questioned whether 
these underpasses, with 
development still set to 
take place in the area, 
would ultimately be used 
to their full potential.

“My concern at that 

time, which is, to some 
degree, still a concern, 
is I want to make sure 
that if  we build those 
underpasses that they are 
going to connect with the 
trails,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. “In 
both cases, east of  the 
proposed underpasses, has 
business park dedications 
on it, so the reality is that 
we very much might have 
street trails on either one 
of  these underpasses as it 
winds through business 
parks. 

“I don’t want to see us 
have to spend money and 
not be able to secure the 
land and the trails that 
connect and interconnect. 
The challenge is if  you are 
going to do it, the time is 
now. The Region is willing 
to put the funding in and 
it makes sense because of  
the road reconstruction 
and…you can argue it will 
never be cheaper to do it.”

While supportive of  
the underpasses, the same 
concerns were given by 
Councillors John Abel and 
John Gallo. Councillor 
Abel, for instance, 
said with the potential 
Regional partnership on 
the horizon, along with 
extensive development in 
the 2C lands surrounding 

these two underpasses, 
they will be a wise 
investment in the future. 

“It will be populated 
and well-used,” said 
Councillor Abel of  the 
area. “I am very much 
in favour of  those two 
locations and the Region 
feels the same way. When 
we first talked about this 
two years ago the proposal 
was a million dollars 
per and the Region was 
basically saying they 
weren’t going to look at it 
and if  we wanted to do it, 
we could go ahead. Now 
we’re looking at $200,000 
and $270,000 and that to 
me is an opportunity 
and I think it is going to 
be a good investment in 
our trails system going 
forward.”

Councillor Gallo said 
while he believes previous 
estimates from the Region 
on how much it would take 
to build these underpasses 
were “inflated”, he 
thanked the Aurora 
Trails Committee and, 
in particular, advocate 
Klaus Wehrenberg, for 
getting the numbers 
down to something more 
reasonable.

“We’re down to a 
reasonable price tag for 
something I believe will 

be beneficial,” he said. 
“It is a struggle whether 
they are going to go into 
nothing. We didn’t have 
that foresight down at the 
end of  the street at the 
Wellington and John West 
Way underpass which 
really should have gone in. 
I don’t know the rationale 
of  why it didn’t and I don’t 
want to repeat that.”

After beating Orillia, Aurora Jays take on Bolton in finals
By Jeff Doner

With a penchant for 
doing things the hard way 
lately, the Aurora Blue Jays 
senior men’s baseball team 
just barely came out on 
the winning end of  their 
semi-final series against the 
Orillia Majors last week.

After being down 2 – 0 
going into the sixth inning 
of  a must-win game five, the 
Jays rallied for a 5 – 2 win, 
solidifying their spot in the 
finals beginning Saturday.

Veteran hurler Ian 
Milne pitched well for the 
Jays, keeping things close 
enough to give his team the 
opportunity to come back.

“It was a full-on team 
effort there the other night,” 
said the Jays’ dependable 
shortstop Chris Bloom. 
“We’ve had a few guys hurt 
in the last little while, so 
we’re playing short-staffed 
with [catcher Chris Fafalios] 
going back to school and 
[outfielder Stephen] Vallee 
out with injury and a couple 
of  other guys are grinding it 

out through injuries.”
Bloom gave credit to the 

Majors for sticking in the 
series and pushing his team 
to the brink.

“They wouldn’t just go 

away. In games three and 
four, we would take the lead 
and they would just battle 
right back, there was really 
no quit in them,” he said.

“We were concerned 

when we were down by a 
couple runs, but we’ve got 
a few of  the older guys like 
Ryan Lewis and Ian Milne 
that kind of  light a fire 
under everyone and get us 
going. It was good to have 
those guys to rile everyone 
up so that we could put 

something together and 
score a couple runs late in 
the game and eventually 
put a few insurance runs 
up.”

The Jays will be facing 
a much different monster 
in the Bolton Brewers, who 
hold the league title from 

last season.
Bloom said the Jays are 

good enough to keep pace 
and know what they have to 
do to win.

“We’ve just got to do 
what we do best, which 
is play strong defensively.
Bolton can hit really hard 
right up and down the 
lineup, there’s not very 
many holes there and they 
can pitch well, so we’ve got 
to play really sound defence 
and keep them off  the 
board as much as possible. 
We’ve also had a really good 
stretch of  starting pitching 
from Milne and Brent 
Owen. Our lineup can stick 
with them and our pitchers 
can throw with them.”

Jays catcher Rob Wilson 
agreed with Bloom and 
added that his team is 
capable of  besting the 
league-leading Brewers.

“We know Bolton is going 
to be a very competitive 
series,” he said. “We have 
a great rivalry with them 
that extends over the last 
several seasons. While they 

are defending champions, 
I feel like if  any team can 
knock them off, it’s us.”

To catch some of  the 
action, the Championship 
schedule is as follows: 
Game 1 – Aurora on Sept. 7 
at 2:00 p.m., Game 2 – Bolton 
on Sept 8. at 1:00 p.m., Game 
3 – Bolton on Sept. 12 at 7:30 

p.m., Game 4 – Aurora on 
Sept. 15 at 2:00 p.m., Game 
5 – Bolton on Sept. 19 at 7:30 
p.m., Game 6 – Aurora on 
Sept. 21 at 2:00 p.m., Game 
7 – Bolton on Sept. 22 at 1:00 
p.m.

For more information 
visit www.ndbl.ca

Outfielder Stephen Vallee leads off from first base in 
game four against Orillia, just before badly injuring 
his ankle from running into second base. The team 
just found out that Vallee is expected to miss the re-
mainder of the season.       Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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18-year-old Amanda 
MacDonald and 83-year-
old Jim Edwards are just 
two of the top 20 finalists 
in the Hoedown Show-
down who will be per-
forming this weekend at 
Ribfest.

Auroran photos  
by David Falconer

Top 20 to contend in Hoedown 
Showdown this weekend

By Brock Weir

Amanda MacDonald’s stride as she 
confidently took the stage at Theatre 
Aurora last week belied any nerves she 
said she had.

She was there with a mission, and by 
mid-week the next step in her mission 
was accomplished, at least for a little 
while.

Belting out Shania Twain’s, “Up”, 
Ms. MacDonald, 18, not only raised the 
roof  but also secured her place as a Top 
20 finalist in the re-launched Hoedown 
Showdown. 

Ms. MacDonald is one of  seven 
Aurora residents to make the cut after a 
long day of  auditions last Monday. Over 
70 aspiring country singers answered 
Magna’s call when they first put out word 
of  the revived competition to mark the 
25th anniversary of  the Wild, Wild West 
Hoedown. By the time they reached 
Theatre Aurora, however, this list was 
whittled down to 40. 

Proving age is no determining factor 
in taste or talent, among Aurora’s 
representation in the Top 20 are Daniele 
Niesing, 20; Jim Edwards, 83; Councillor 
John Abel, 58; Laura Janzen, 19; and 
Shannon Beresford, 20. 

The list is rounded out by Delaney 
Grant, 16, of  Pakenham; Elyse Saunders, 
24, of  Richmond Hill; Erica Fontana, 21, 
of  Newmarket; Glenn Code, 45, of  Barrie; 
Jessie Treneer, 21, of  Kitchener; Jiva 
Loves, 25, of  Toronto; Johnny Green, 
25, of  Georgina; Judy Belanger, 52, of  
Newmarket; Kelsi Jean Mayne, 24, of  
Toronto; Shauna Denis, 22, of  Gatineau; 
Stacey Jamieson, 23, and Tanya Caines, 
27 both of  Innisfil; and Wayne Nichols, 52, 
of  Richmond Hill.

The Top 20 will belt it out for the 
crowds this Friday, September 6, in the 
Semi-Final rounds at Ribfest at Machell 
Park. After a lull on Saturday, the Top 
6 return to the stage for the Finals on 
Sunday, September 8 to close out Ribfest. 
The ultimate winner will receive not only 
a cash prize of  $1,000, a Yamaha Guitar, 
and a full day of  studio recording, but 
also the chance to perform at Hoedown 
on September 14. 

After she finished her performance 

last week, Ms. MacDonald’s eyes were 
fixed firmly on the prize. 

“One of  my friends in Irish Dance told 
me about the competition and it seemed 
like an awesome experience,” she said. 
“I just love the music and the feel to it. 
There are so many ways a song can get 
the emotions out there and cause a lot 
of  fun up on the stage. I grew up playing 
Shania in my car. She is a really good role 
model and it is an uplifting song.

“I was a little bit nervous, but it is all 
good now!”

Having recently graduated from her 
high school arts program at Thornhill’s 
St. Elizabeth High School, she made her 
mark on home turf  in July, crowned the 
winner in the Aurora’s Got The Voice 
talent search, held by Canadian Idol 
judge Farley Flex in conjunction with the 
Celebrate Aurora music festival. 

Taking a year off  to focus on her 
Irish dancing before setting out her 
future goals, she knows that she wants 
to explore more vocal opportunities and 
keep heading in that direction. Part of  
that direction is going to university, but 
also picking up experience anywhere she 
can. 

For Sherilyn Vance of  Holland 
Landing, trying out for this year’s 
Hoedown Showdown was quite an 
experience. Although she didn’t secure 
a place in the top 20, her performance 
last week was the first time performing 
country outside of  the confines of  Dr. 
Denison High School in Newmarket. 

She was convinced by her friend 
Jasmine to come out and take a chance.

“I have only ever sung at two school 
events in my lifetime and I have never 
sung by myself !” she said afterwards. “I 
was just a ball of  nerves [but] country 
music is my favourite genre and I find 
with pop, a lot of  the sings are just 
repetition of  words and then you get 
autotune in there. I like how country 
music sounds genuine.”

Although she said she was a ball of  
nerves, when pressed, she said if  she 
had to get used to being on stage, that’s a 
problem she wouldn’t mind dealing with!

For more information on this year’s 
Wild, Wild West Hoedown, visit www.
hoedown.ca. 

Hillary House hosts “smashing” event
By Chris McGowan

It was a smashing good time at the Hillary 
House on Aug 22, when the Aurora Historical 
Society hosted  a presentation on conservation, 
care and preservation of  ceramics.

Lead by assistant curator Nicola Jago, she 
said, “Since I have been here, we have been 
doing some amazing things”.  

The Aurora Historical Society (AHS) 
has introduced workshops that involve both 
the public and AHS members which offer 
insightful information at a historical location.  
The “Caring for Ceramics” workshop was the 
second held at Hillary House this year.  

Jago, who has been with the AHS for 2.5 
years, specializes in ceramics and holds a BA in 
Classical Archaeology from Brock University 
and a Masters in Museum Studies from the 
University of  Toronto. Her passion for ceramics 
and pottery is evident as she describes her 
experiences working in Turkey during her 
university days where she was tasked with 
piecing ceramics back together, as well as tips 
on how to preserve, store and clean china so that 
it will last forever.  

She also discussed the different types of  
ceramics, such as, clay, earthenware, stoneware, 
porcelain and bone china, giving details of  their 
differences and how they were made in ancient 
times compared to now.  

To add to the excitement of  the presentation 
there was ceramic pieces, and original dishes 
on display that were found on the grounds 
of  Hillary House and in the house itself.  The 
broken ceramic pieces were excavated during 
regular gardening tasks.

The presentation was a “participate if  you 
like” hands-on workshop where attendees 
were requested to bring a flower pot.   The 
task was to take the flower pot, put it in a 
pillow case, smash it, and glue the pieces back 
together to learn, understand and actually do 
what archaeologists do when they find ancient 

pottery and ceramics.  
The tip we learned with this workshop was 

careful assembly and taping with masking 
tape is the key to mending delicate objects. It is 
important to have all the pieces of  your broken 
dish or pot.  The masking tape helps hold 
it together while the glue bonds the broken 
pieces.  You can use an all-purpose adhesive, 
or the professionals use poly vinyl acetate 
which needs to be used in a well-ventilated 
area.  With patience and the right glue, you can 
repair even the mosfragile china, porcelain 
and clay pottery.

Nicola Jago displays a jug at Hillary 
House. While this ceramic vessel re-
mained intact, demonstration flower 
pots did not fare so well!
Auroran photo by David Falconer

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4742

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS
The Town of Aurora is in the process of declaring as surplus and selling approximately 2.565 hectares 
(6.34 acres) of land, being the properties municipally known as 9 Scanlon Court and 10 Scanlon Court 
in The Town of Aurora and The Regional Municipality of York, legally described as:

•	 Part Lot 105, Plan 246, Part 2, Plan 65R-583 and Part 1, 65R-1005, except Parts 1, 2, and 3, 
Plan 65R-5776, and save and except Part 1, Plan 65R-583 being the road known as Scanlon 
Court (part of PIN 03641-0836) and;

•	 Part Lot 105, Plan 246, being Part 7, Plan 65R-1005 and Part of Part 6, Plan 65R-1005 lying 
within the limits of Lot 105, Plan 246, subject to A756A (PIN 03641-1853).  

Please refer to the map below.

 
 

The proposed enactment of the Bylaw approving this sale will be considered by Town Council on  
Tuesday, September 10 at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers, Aurora Town Hall. Written comments or 
inquiries for information relating to this matter may be directed to Anthony Ierullo, Manager of Long 
Range and Strategic Planning at 905-727-3123, ext. 4742. Comments may also be mailed to the 
Planning & Development Services department, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to  
aierullo@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. 

Please note, The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made 
to Town Council and/or its Committees. The Town collects this information to make informed decisions 
on relevant issue(s). If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to 
the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will 
become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your 
communication and any personal information in it, such as your address, postal code or email address, 
available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. By submitting a fax, email, 
presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect and use the above-noted 
information for this purpose. 

Continued on page 18
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SKATERS FIRST
    Ice skating programs for the whole family!

Easy Online Information & Registration
www.skakersfirst.com or skatersfirst@rogers.com

Phone: (905) 727-4600

ICE SKATING PROGRAMS 
Sanctioned by SKATE CANADA

• Pre-School + Youth Learn to Skate from 3+
• CanSkate & Figure Skating
• Hockey Power Skating
• Adult Learn to Skate & Power Skating
• Special Needs Skaters    
• Referral Credits

Excellence in Skating Instruction in Aurora for over 19 years!20

• Exam and Freestyle classes from 3 yrs to adult in Acro, Ballet &  
 Pointe, Bollywood, Hip Hop, Jazz, Latin Salsa, Lyrical, Modern, 
 Musical Theatre, Social/ Ballroom, Tap, Yoga Dance and more...

• Fully certified faculty Members of I.S.T.D., C.D.T.A., R.A.D. & P.A.E.C.

• Spacious state of the art studios with sprung floors, viewing  
 windows, change rooms and homework rooms with WiFi

• Competitive Dance Performance Program

• Master Dance Workshops featuring world renown professionals

• NEW this Season - Irish Dance

Ask about our 
Dance Birthday Parties

Join our growing family and find out why so many 
dancers choose YDA to nurture their talent

 

You need more than dancing shoes to be a 
dancer…you need professional instruction!

w w w . y o r k d a n c e . c o m

3 Locations in York Region

Aurora - 905-726-1241 
305 Industrial Parkway South Unit 19

Newmarket - 905-836-4939 
17665 Leslie Street, Unit 28 (Color Town Plaza)

Stouffville - 905-640-6082 
30 Innovator Avenue

REGISTRATION GUIDE  

Teaching skating for over 60 years in Aurora!

• CANSKATE
• STARSKATE  
• TEST STREAM 
   & COMPETITIVE PROGRAMS 905-713-1442

SEPTEMBER 5, 2013 
from 6 – 8 PM

in person at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex 

135 Industrial Parkway North 

FALL REGISTRATION 

ICE SHOW 
April 5,  2014

 AGE 3 & UP

REGISTER ON-LINE at 

www.auroraskatingclub.com

PROGRAMS FOR KIDS

Celebrating 21 Years

141 KING ROAD, UNIT 9, OAK RIDGES
JUST WEST OF YONGE ST. sdadance@bellnet.ca

Exciting annual recital with proceeds to charity

September 3RD, 4TH & 5TH 

4:30-8:30pm   
Limited space available in some classes - call to pre register 

905-773-7013  905-727-3066

REGISTRATION DATES

   Somerville Dance
     Academy

DENISE SOMERVILLE QUINN, DIRECTOR
HONOURS B.A., DANCE, UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

Member & Examiner P.A.E.C.
Fully certified and creative instructors

Exam preparation
Award winning competitive team

3 bright spacious studios
Closed circuit TV for viewing classes
• Ballet • Acrobatics • Creative Dance 

• Tap • Contemporary/Modern 
• Jazz • Hip Hop • Musical Theatre

established 1993
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RUTHERFORD & WESTON ROAD

Open House Saturday & Sunday 2-5pm at
38 Saint Nicholas Crescent – Model 4 Bedroom Bungaloft 

in Velore Village. 50’ frontage. Great Room Open to Above 
with California Shutters. Custom Features include 9’ Ceiling, 

Imported 8’ Front Door, Italian Light Fixtures,
and Much, Much More!

HomeLife
City Hill Realty,

Brokerage

Luis Ganhao
Broker

416-658-1300
homelifecityhill@bellnet.ca

Open House Sept. 7 & 8

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman
The Labour Day weekend, 

the last long weekend of  
the summer, heralds the 
unofficial start of  autumn 
and is accompanied by several 
changes.  

The days become noticeably 
shorter and the evenings 
are cooler. Families are back 
in town from holidays and 
cottages, children return to 
school and teens go off  to 
university.

It becomes a very busy time 
and the same can be said of  the 
Farmers’ Market. 

The Farmers’ Market is 
busy in September with three 
Special Events which will all 
have entertainment. There will 
be more about that shortly.

I’d like to introduce you to 
another business which is new 
to the Market this year and 
to the two fascinating people 
who operate it. The business 
is called “KareDesign” and is 
the brainchild of  Karen and 
Michael. 

The high school sweethearts 
have two children and now 
have four grandchildren. They 
started their business when the 
children were young so Karen 
could stay with them all the 
time. 

As a young artistic, cool 
couple with a distinctive hippie 
vibe, they began with stained 
glass and tie-dye in the late 70s. 
What they design and create 
has changed over the years but 
tie-dye still has a special place in 
their hearts, as it always takes 
them back to the cool days when 
they were young and hip. 

People visiting the booth 
for the first time have a 
similar response and love the 
great colours and patterns. 
Apparently, many of  us have 
the same happy memories of  
the 60’s and 70’s.

Michael was a graphic 
artist and print designer for 
Warner Bros. and Universal 
Pictures and Karen was a pre-
school teacher and watercolour 
artist/illustrator. Through 
KareDesign they have created 
two children’s books. 

They began to make stained 
glass art stones with recycled 
glass that they had on hand. 
Instead of  throwing them away, 
they discovered a creative use 
for them. They are both strong 
advocates of  “upcycling” and 
are working on new renewable 
ideas all the time. 

Their booth offers a full 
range of  tie dye clothing, from 
infant onesies to old school 
adult and youth tea shirts, 
dresses skirts and hoodies. 
They also have an assortment 

of  hats, hemp necklaces, doggie 
bandanas, beach towels and, 
of  course, hippie bags. Their 
eclectic artwork ranges from 
custom stained glass garden 
stones to original watercolour 
paintings. 

They love being at the 
Market and we love having 
them as part of  our Market 
family. Peace and love!

Here is the recipe that they 
contributed:

Gramma Marge’s  
Mac and Cheese

2 cups elbow noodles  
(cook until al dente)

½ bar of old cheddar cheese
Lay a layer of  noodles on 

bottom of  casserole dish. Lay a 
layer of  cheese on top of  noodles. 
Repeat until all ingredients are 
used. Season the top with salt 
and pepper. Add 2% milk to the 
dish about ½ way up (you can 
tilt the dish so you can see the 
milk). Cook in a preheated 375F 
oven for about an hour or until 
the cheese is bubbly. 

September is a month of  
Special Events at the Market. 
This Saturday, September 7, is 
both our Apples and Honey Fest 
and the En Plein Air day. 

Many vendors will have 
several varieties of  apples for 
your eating and baking needs 
and there will be apple crafts 
for the children.  Through the 
Aurora Cultural Centre, several 
artists will be coming to the 
Farmers’ Market to fan out in 
the neighbourhood to paint, in 
the great outdoors, whatever 
may catch their fancy. 

You may remember that this 
event was scheduled last year 
but was rained out. One brave, 
intrepid artist did stay under 
an assortment of  umbrellas to 
paint and he gathered quite a 
crowd. Clearly, we are hoping 
for better weather this year. 
Watching a work of  art come to 
life before your eyes is exciting 
and not to be missed.

Our entertainment for the 
day will be provided by Pip and 
Bill Walker of  the Wild Walker 
Band. 

For you strudel lovers, John 
Abraham will be back at the 
market on September 14, as 
well as the last Saturday of  the 
month. 

See you at the Market!!

ONGOING
Women’s Centre of  York 

Region is collecting Personal 
Care Products (ex. Shampoo, 
shower gel) to support financially 
vulnerable clients. If  you would 
like to participate in this drive, 
please drop off  your new/unused 
donations at 120 Harry Walker 
Parkway, Newmarket, Monday to 
Friday, 9-4.30 p.m., or call/visit us 
at 905-853-9270 or www.wcyr.ca.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
The Aurora Public Library 

presents “Money Talks$: How 
to Select Investments.” This 
is a free monthly discussion 
and education group to share 
unbiased experience and 
knowledge in financial planning. 
The presentation will be followed 
with a Q&A. The informal group 
is dedicated to help people start 
investing or become better 
investors. Beginners and experts 
are invited. No products or 
services will be offered or sold – 
directly or indirectly. Meetings 
are the first Wednesday of  the 
month beginning at 7 p.m. in the 
Library’s Magna Room. To pre-
register, call 905-727-9494 x.275.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
The French Toastmasters 

Club, FrancoFun, meets today 
at 7.30 p.m. at the Richmond 
Hill Retirement Residence  (70 
Bernard Avenue). The French 
Toastmasters Club serves 
members in Aurora, Newmarket, 
and Richmond Hill. For more 
information, contact Anne Lucie 
at annelucie.setrakian@mail.
com. The club meets the first and 
third Thursday of  every month.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
The Aurora St. Andrew’s 

Scottish Dancing Group kicks 
off  the dancing season at St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
Hall on Victoria (at Mosley) from 
10.30 a.m. to 12.15 p.m. Come out 
to dance Reels and Strathspeys. 
You don’t have to be Scottish and 
you don’t require a partner. For 
more information, call Agnes at 
905-841-2747

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
“Local Colour” promotes 

local visual artists in the 
community. Join us for this 
unique art show and sale 
being held at the Sherman J. 
Studio. Explore the studio and 
the grounds where the artists 
work while viewing paintings, 
carvings and sculptures created 
by emerging and established 
award-winning artists. 10 a.m. – 
6 p.m. 89 Temperance Street. For 
more information, call 905-726-
8883.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
The Aurora-Newmarket 

Parkinson Superwalk will take 
place today at Newmarket’s Fairy 
Lake. Registration, speeches 
and a yoga demonstration by 
The Royal Pathways, Inc. get 
underway at 9.30 a.m. under the 
main pavilion closest to the Water 
Street Entrance. Walk begins at 
10.30 a.m. For more information, 
or to volunteer, please call Kim 
Rouse-Parypa at 905-713-0774, or 
email kimrp@sympatico.ca. For 
more information on Parkinson’s 

or to register online, visit www.
parkinsonsuperwalk.ca. 

* * * * 
Local cyclists will be hopping 

on their bikes for the long haul 
for the annual charity bike ride 
Ride for Karen. The Ride is held 
each year as a tribute to the life 
and legacy of  Karen Tobias, who 
passed away at 53 after a battle 
with breast cancer. As a tribute 
to her commitment to helping 
others, her sons created this 
premiere cycling event. Now in 
its 12th year, the event has raised 
over $1.8 million, with 100% of  
the proceeds donated to help send 
children with cancer to camp. 
For routes and to take part, visit 
www.rideforkaren.com. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 
11

Tune up those voices as the 
new season of  the ASA Evergreen 
Choir gets into high gear this 
afternoon under the direction 
of  Dr. Richard Heinzle. The first 
practice will take place today in 
the West McKenzie Hall of  the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre from 1.45 
p.m. to 3.15 p.m. Members are 
requested to be present by 1.30 
to pick up music. Enrollments 
can be made at the front desk. 
The Evergreen Choir is open to 
members of  the ASA Seniors 
Centre. Membership to join the 
Centre is $20 for Aurora residents 
and $25 or non residents. Our 
season runs from September to 
June and the fee is $50 payable 
on enrollment. If  you have any 
questions, please call 905-726-
4767.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

Amnesty International 
writes letters on current human 
rights issues tonight at 7.30 
p.m. in The Rectory at Trinity 
Anglican Church (79 Victoria 
Street, Aurora). All are welcome. 
For more information, contact 
905-713-6713.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

The Aurora Walk of  Hope, 
benefiting Ovarian Cancer 
Canada will take place today 
beginning at Town Park. Free 
registration begins at 9 a.m. with 
a fire truck on site, silent auction, 
fruit, hot chocolate, cookies, live 
music, jugglers, swag, nail polish 
and face-painting. Inspirational 
speeches will be held at the Band 
Shell just prior to beginning 
the 3.5 km walk. For more 
information, contact Gayle at 
gaylempalmer@msn.com. 

* * * * 
The Newmarket Parents of  

Multiple Births Association 
(POMBA) holds their Fall/Winter 
sale of  gently used clothing, 
equipment, and toys today from 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Foundations 
Private School in Aurora (181 
Industrial Parkway North). Come 
and choose from a large selection 
of  clothing (sizes newborn to 
size 10), baby items, strollers, 
highchairs, swings, bathtubs, 
electronics, and many, many toys. 
Bring your own basket or bag. 
Cash only. For more information, 
visit www.newmarketpomba.ca. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
Keep an eye out for a new 

twist on the classic ice cream 

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line 
booking
available

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

We have 
350 regular 

and 
118 Shellac/

Gelish
colours 

available

Your Local Auto Source for Hometown Auto Related Stories and News...
from a Grassroots, Independent Perspective.

ALL NEW

truck rolling round Aurora 
today. The Amazing Snack Pack 
Pudding Truck will be travelling 
to local parks today to ring in the 
back-to-school season. The truck 

will be at Ada Johnson Park from 
12 noon to 1 p.m., the Aurora 
Sports Dome from 3 p.m. to 4 
p.m., and Town Park from 4.15 
p.m. – 6 p.m.

Well let’s just say this, 
some of  the participants 
were much better at this 
than others, as one in 
particular looked somewhat 
like a freakish flower pot put 
together by Dr. Frankenstein.   
Nevertheless, fun was had by 
all and the Hillary House was 
filled with laughter.

The “Evening with the 
Curator” workshops at 

Hillary House continue 
with the next one being held 
on Thursday September 
19, “Creating a Memory 
Cookbook & Recipe 
Exchange.” 

For more information 
about the workshops, contact 
the AHS at 905-727-8991. The 
workshops are capped at 10 
participants each and pre-
registration is a must.  The 
fee to attend is $20 per person 
or $15 for AHS members.   

From page 16

AHS turns focus to food this month

Coming Events
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FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

with new hours: 
Tues – Wed – Fri – Sat – 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thursday – 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

 fans
 PricesCOOLCooler

FREE, No obligation classroom trial offer.

Jerry Collins, owner/operator

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

In the Aurora Shopping Centre 
Next to No Frills 

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

A & F Hair Elite
for Back to School, 

& Back to Work –hair cut and style

1444480800808080000000 YYYoYoYoYongngngngeeee SSStStStSt. AAAuAuAuAurororororararara OOOOOntntntnt. LL4L4L4L4L4GGGGGG 11N1N1N1N3  • T

A &
& Ba

Come See Alfredo at
 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

Terry Fox Run is an enduring Aurora tradition
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s Rod Leonard was standing on the corner 
of  Yonge Street and Gamble Road when Terry Fox 
appeared on the horizon. 

It was 1980 and the Canadian Icon was nearing the 
premature end of  his Marathon of  Hope across Canada 
to raise money for cancer research. 

As Fox got closer, Mr. Leonard kept his eye on the 
man standing with his kids on the opposite corner. 

“We saw Terry Fox come towards us and [the man] 
emptied his pockets and gave 
the money to his children to 
put in the basket,” he recalls. 
“It was a very emotional 
moment for me.”

It wasn’t something he had 
an emotional connection to 
from the beginning, however. 
He and his wife watched 
on television when Terry 
Fox left the east coast on 
the first part of  his journey. 
Being a teacher, he thought 
it was great a teenager like 
Fox could have the energy, 
tenacity, and determination 
to do something so gruelling 
all for a good cause.

“Like many people, I 
didn’t get as emotionally 
involved until he came into 
Ontario,” he says. “Then you 
became aware of  what he was doing and how great it 
was. To me, he represented all the good things about 
young people and he was so inspirational to everyone 
bringing cancer to a national front.”

It was something he wanted to help instill in his own 
students and when school came back that September, 
he set out to do something about it. Before the annual 
Terry Fox Run was established nation-wide in its 
namesake’s memory, Mr. Leonard, along with local 
companies such as Caruso’s and McDonalds, combined 
their efforts for Aurora’s very first Terry Fox Run.

Now, as walks in memory of  Terry Fox continue 
to spring up around the country and internationally 
well over 30 years after his death, it is a local tradition 
that continues to endure in Aurora. This year’s Aurora 
Terry Fox Run will take place next Sunday, September 
15, at Sheppard’s Bush. 

Consisting of  a 5km street route or a 2km trail route 
designed for families, registration begins at 8.30 a.m. 
with the Run getting underway at 10 a.m. 

The Run is open to everyone from runners to 
walkers, to people in bikes, rollerblades, pushing 
strollers, pulling wagons, or walking their pets.  

“I thought this would probably be a one-shot thing, 
but once he died, and they made it national, I realised 
how great it was,” says Mr. Leonard. “I had no idea it 
would last as long as it has. For a while, there is a lot 
of  enthusiasm for it, but I think something like the 

Terry Fox run touches 
virtually everybody in 
North America.

“We all know friends 
and relatives that have 
cancer and I think there 
is an emotional aspect 
for all of  us.”

When asked what 
goes through his mind 
when he sees people 
coming back year after 
year – along with many 
new faces each year – to 
something to which he 
helped lay the foundation, 
he says it means there 
was something out there 
that was good for the 
greater community. 

“A lot of  times we 
go through this world 

and we don’t always help people the way we should,” 
he says. “It makes me feel good that there is people 
helping other people and there is a reason for caring. 
That is what is important to me.”

Over the years he has watched the Terry Fox Run 
grow locally, Mr. Leonard says the key is that every little 
bit counts. He doesn’t put himself  in the category of  
a “great donator” but little donations from everybody 
wanting to participate make it all worthwhile.

Since the Terry Fox Run was established 33 years 
ago, the campaign has expanded across the country, 
reaching 225 communities in Ontario alone last year, 
inspired nearly 4,000 school events raising nearly $12 
million for cancer research. To date, the Terry Fox 
Foundation has raised over $600 million for cancer 
research worldwide.

And that number continues to grow.

“Each year you see many of  the same faces, but 
what’s great is you see new, young people who weren’t 
even alive when Terry fox came out,” says Mr. Leonard. 
“They have heard of  him and the legend and legacy 
he has left. The really great thing is young people in 
schools are willing to carry the torch that has been 
carried by many of  the older people. For a lot of  them, 
it was their parents and grandparents that inspired 
them.

“You don’t have to run in the Terry Fox Run. You 
just have to participate. You can see young people on 
bicycles and tricycles; you’ll see mothers pushing 
babies in carriages; and you’ll see elderly people in 
particular who used to do the run now do the walk; and 
people who can’t physically participate donate.”

For more information on the Terry Fox Run, including 
registration and pledges for the Aurora Run, visit www.
terryfox.org. 

From page 10

Comments sought through December

Rod Leonard has been with the Terry Fox Run from 
the beginning…and has the badges to prove it!

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

No payment, no interest plans available OAC - See store for details.

Newmarket | 20 Davis Dr | 905.953.9025

ENDOFTHEROLL.COM
Brand name fl ooring. Low prices. Always in stock.

Featuring SmartStrand® Silk™

Luxuriously soft.
Exceptionally durable.

SmartStrand Silk with DuPont Sorona is the ONLY luxuriously soft carpet that cleans with just water 
and has built-in stain and soil protection that never washes or wears off.

Now only $3.29 SQ FT

MOHAWK® SMARTSTRAND® SILK™ CARPET

Run Date: Aug 28, Sept 4, 2013 Aurora Newspaper
(3.4" x 6.07") Full Colour EOR#5861

Simanovskis, Aurora’s 
Director of  Infrastructure 
and Environmental 
Services. “Ninety-five per 
cent of  the water which 
lands in Aurora, goes 
north.”

The natural cycle of  
drainage, where rain is 
absorbed into the ground, 
is altered when houses, 
roads and parking lots 
are constructed. The 
water which would have 
normally drained into 
the ground, now needs 
to be diverted to water 
bodies. However run-off  
from rain, snowmelt, 
car washing and lawn 
irrigation which enter 
storm drains, can 
negatively impact the 
hydrological cycle in a 
number of  ways. 

The purpose of  
stormwater management, 
is to control the 
quality and quantity of  
runoff  water which is 
discharged into creeks, 
streams and lakes, said 
Mr. Simanovskis. 

“One method of  
dealing with run-off, 

is a stormwater pond 
which regulates flow 
so systems and pipes 
are not overwhelmed 
or damaged,” said 
Simanovskis. “As well, 
the ponds settle out 
suspended solids and 
discharge a cleaner 
effluent.”

Ultimately the Town 
is responsible for 
overseeing and approving 
proposed stormwater 
systems constructed in 
developments. The Town 
must also ensure that 
what is being constructed, 
is what was approved 
by the Town, said Mr. 
Simanovskis.

“Ultimately most 
stormwater systems 
become the property 
of  the Town,” he said. 
“We have an obligation 
to provide long term 
maintenance and repair, 
to ensure ongoing 
performance.”

The community also 
has a role in protecting 
Lake Simcoe, by keeping 
contaminates out of  
the water system. For 
example, applying too 
much fertilizer to a lawn, 

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

“Keeping your dreams...safe!”

which is then washed 
away during a storm, 
can increase nutrient 
levels in water bodies. 
This can contribute to 
algae blooms or organic 
growth problems said Mr. 
Simanovskis. 

In addition, pet waste, 
detergents, chemicals and 
oils and general debris 
should all be collected and 

prevented from entering 
stormwater systems. 

The Town of  Aurora 
has hired Aquafor Beech 
Limited to complete the 
stormwater management 
study. It is inviting public 
input and comments 
until December 2013. 
Finalization of  the project 
will occur in January 
2014. 
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had a stroke of  luck in finding him. 
According to Kinark’s Chris 

Simmons-Physick, one of  the things 
they would like to do is generate more 
interest amongst male volunteers. With 
an over-representation of  young women 
looking to get involved, there are many 
clients on the list who would greatly 
benefit from a male mentor, she says. 

“Our families are dealing with 
kids with very high needs,” she says. 
“Some of  our kids can be very difficult 
to manage or demonstrate difficult or 
unusual behaviours, so it is not easy to 
hire the neighbourhood kid to be the 
babysitter or just leave a child of  an 
appropriate age at home while you go 
out shopping.

“We recruit volunteers in the 
community and match them with clients 
who would really benefit from a special 
friend. Sometimes they’re more than a 
friend, helping kids develop self-esteem 
and social skills. For other kids in many 
of  our families, the parents also suffer 
from mental health issues, so sometimes 
volunteer friends facilitate some of  that 
gap in providing a positive parenting 
role model.”

These are not your typical volunteers, 
she says. They require special training 
because of  the complexities and 
challenges of  each individual client. 
Their share of  the Hoedown funds will 
help facilitate that process. 

An ideal volunteer is someone not just 
interested in taking on that role, but also 
willing to make the time commitment. 
They have a comprehensive training 
program, which is very thorough. 

“You have to make a commitment to 
build a regular relationship with your 
special friend, often for at least a year, 
and sometimes they go on for several 
years and become relationships that 
go on for a lifetime. It needs someone 
who is really interested in supporting a 

young person in their development.”
There are, of  course, challenges 

unique to each of  these situation. 
Training covers dealing with safety and 
“appropriate boundaries” as, after all, 
each client is in a degree of  a treatment 
program. A special friend, she adds, 
targets each of  the goals set to develop a 
plan with their buddy. 

“We see this as really important 
support that really makes a difference 
for kids and families and isn’t funded 
through our base funding,” she says. 
“A lot of  the evidence demonstrates 
that for a lot of  young people it really 
makes a difference in their resilience or 
their ability to cope and develop in life 
is having even one single adult in their 
lives who really believes in them and 
supports them. That one relationship is 
very powerful. We see it over and over 
how kids can really blossom with that 
kind of  consistent support.

“Some of  these kids might not have 
very many friends, so it is a way for kids 
to get that kind of  support that they 
may not be getting. It is a very practical, 
hands-on kind of  skill building for 
kids that hopefully strengthens their 
relationships throughout life.”

As he continues to take on the role 
of  a big brother to his special friend, 
despite the time commitment, Ryan does 
not hesitate to recommend the program 
to any potential volunteers, sharing 
similar sentiments as Chris.

“You really need to be interested in 
the program because it is a beneficial 
program you’re going to have to give a lot 
to,” he says. “It’s not a big commitment. 
Three hours a week is not much; you 
just need to meet once or twice a week 
and what you’re getting out of  it is 
absolutely tremendous.”

For more information on Kinark, visit 
www.kinark.on.ca. The Aurora office can 
be reached directly at 905-713-0700.

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

From page 1

From page 8
North, the latter as an 
overhaul of  the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex, 
by borrowing temporarily 
from the Hydro Reserve 
Account.

As The Auroran 
reported last month, 
Councillors approved 
a process to borrow 
more than $20 million 
internally from the $33+ 
million Hydro Fund to 
finance the two projects 
if  no “more attractive” 
grant options come 
forward. 

The money would then 
be replenished back into 
the Hydro Reserves as 
DCs roll in.

“The situation [is] that 
we have overdrawn DC 
reserves at the moment 

Kinark is looking for a few good men

and we have significant 
assets currently listed 
for sale in Town,” said 
Mr. Elliott. “We have $20 
million worth of  land 
for sale on Leslie Street 
and we have actually got 
a deal on Scanlon Court 
pending our move out of  
there. These are cash flow 
sources that are short 
term in nature, so I am 

recommending we use 
that as a funding source 
for these major projects 
we have committed to the 
community.”

Aurora’s current 
Works Yard is located 
on Scanlon Court. When 
complete, it will join the 
Parks and Recreation 
department at the new $17 
million Joint Ops Centre. 

Land sales will boost funds

A sneak peek back in time: Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and Aurora CAO Neil Garbe check 
out renovation work completed so far inside the Petch Log House. One of the oldest 
remaining buildings in Aurora, it has since been reconstructed behind the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre at the entrance to the Aurora Community Arboretum. For more on 
the continuing work on the building and potential future uses, check back in next 
week’s edition of The Auroran.    Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Daniels Highlands

@HighlandsTowns

To w n h o m e s

•  Within an established community overlooking St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Course  
•  3 Bedroom Townhomes  •  9 foot ceilings  •  Stunning lower-level walkouts  

•  Wrap-around porches  •  Granite kitchen countertops  •  Oak staircases
•  Already under construction  •  Move-in 2014

An Exclusive Enclave of Townhomes Surrounded  
by Nature in Newmarket from $439,900

register today
DanielsHighlands.com

905.821.0822

 Coming this september



THE AURORAN, Tuesday, September 4, 2013Page  22 THE AURORAN, Tuesday, September 4, 2013                  Page 23

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300 ext. 102       Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

HELP WANTED

LOST & FOUND

SERVICES

FOUND – A set of  GM car 
keys in the area of  Baywell 
Crescent, Aurora. Incl. auto-
matic door unlock. To claim, 
call 647-680-8336.

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

CLEANING SERVICES

FOR SALE

150

AURORA 

CAN
ADA’S BIRTHDAY TO

W
N150

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

DryCleaners, Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

WE HONOUR ALL LOCAL 
COMPETITORS COUPONS 

www.crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Crystal WHITE Earn your
airmiles 
sponsor

OBITUARY SERVICES

ViNTAGE 1960s gold 
pair of  gold woven 
bucket chairs. Both in 
good condition. $200 
or best offer for set of  
three pieces. $100 or 
best offer for either 
couch or pair of  chairs. 
Call 905-727-6497.

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket since 1996

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

ONE OF NORTH AMER-
iCA’S LARGEST finan-
cial services companies is 
rapidly expanding in this 
area. If  you desire a dy-
namic career with excellent  
income potential, call Ruth 
Greaves at 1-888-240-4767.

CAREER

WALL UNiTS, SEC-
TiONAL SOFA, coffee 
table, kitchen table and 
chairs - Reasonably 
priced. Also, coming 
soon, house for sale in 
Aurora. 905-841-7353.

Skillins, 
Sarmite “Sammy”

November 8 1922~
August 22 2013

Quietly and peacefully passed at Mackenzie Health, 
Richmond Hill with her sons Eric, Gunar and Peter at her 
side.

Sammy was born in Riga, Latvia and with beloved husband 
Nicholas (1924~1978) immigrated to Canada in 1941 to 
begin their new life. They raised their family of three sons 
beginning in Toronto, moving to Richmond Hill, and 
ultimately Aurora where she lived for 55 years. Sammy was 
a self-taught seamstress, cook/baker, and exceptionally 
special Mother. She was also involved in administrative 
functions with the Aurora Tigers Junior Hockey Club 
where she became a brand fixture over her 40 years of 
involvement. All three of her sons played with the Tigers.

Sammy is survived by her sons Eric, Gunar, and Peter, 
grandchildren Katie, Ali, Nicholas, Casey, Jed, and Kyle 
and great grandchild Charlotte, and daughter inlaws Sue 
and Cyndy.

A private family Celebration of Sammy’s Life will be 
scheduled in the near future.
Condolences may be sent to the family if you wish at 
skillins_pc@rogers.com . All will be acknowledged & will 
be shared with all family members. 

With unending appreciation to Stronach Regional Cancer 
Centre at Southlake Regional Health Centre, Newmarket 
and Mackenzie Health/ Palliative Care Unit, Richmond 
Hill. Please also consider these institutions if donating in 
memory of Sammy, in lieu of flowers.

WITH

14785 Yonge Street, Aurora ON
905-841-9500  |  www.edwardstreet.ca

FOR EDWARD STREET MARKET, BISTRO, CATERING
SIMPLY BY CLICKING “LIKE”

14785 Yonge Street, Aurora ON

WIN A   $100
MEAL CARD

“LIKE” MOTORING.CA AND YOU COULD

WITHWITHWITHWITHWITHWITHWITHWITH

“LIKE” MOTORING.CA AND YOU COULDMOTORING.CA AND YOU COULDMOTORING.CA

“LIKE” 
US ON

FOR YOUR CHANCE 

TO WIN
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ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

The Deadly  
“To Do” List

NOT EVERYONE  
needs your services all the time, 

but, it you want to be there when they do... 
Advertise in The Auroran, 
At Your Service Directory
Call 905-727-3300

Tree Services

Call Tony for a free estimate:

Schomberg Community
Servicing the surrounding areas:

Call Tony for a free estimate:  (647) 889-2852 or (905) 939-7278

• from one branch to entire tree
• complete removal  • stump grinding • Best Rates
• multiple tree removal • high risk
• diseased trees • storm damaged tree removal

Simply the best!
Will beat any 

written quotation.
FULLY INSURED – CONSUMERS’ FIRST CHOICE

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

CREMATION

CONTRACTOR

CROWN MOULDING

CLEANERS

AUTO GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTAL

MOVING

MEMORIAL

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

POWERWASH

PAINTER

TREE CARE

REAL ESTATE

STONE

WATER

GARAGE DOOR  & ELECTRIC OPENERS

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

• Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
• Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
• Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

BE THERE 
WHEN YOUR  

SERVICES ARE 
NEEDED. 

ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPOT.

CALL: 905-727-3300

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

49$From *
NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK
INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

905-713-6420 • 15296 Yonge St. 
(NW side of Wellington)

RUST PROTECTION
79$ *99

www.transitauto.ca

• Call for details

• Call for details• Call for details

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

• Basement • Bathroom • Kitchen

RENOVATION COMPANYLocal 
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE “Wide range of 

interior renovation”

Call Elio 416-882-7403
• Flooring • Doors & Trim • Additions

905-888-9500 
auroralandscape@gmail.com

Design•Patios•Decks•Cabanas

SHOWROOM • 16650 Jane Street-King City

Granite • Quartz • Marble

For FREE no obligation quote, email rough sketch to: info@diamondperfectstone.com

905-503-2222
www.dpscountertops.com KEEP THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE UNDERMOUNT SINK

FIREPLACES • TABLES
THRESHOLDS • SHOWER JAMS

We Fabricate and Install

COUNTERTOPS

905-727-138240 Industrial Pkwy S

Since 1978
Your full-service garage door 

and garage door opener experts 
serving York Region and surrounding areas!

Ask About CURRENT SPECIALS Available!

Book FREE no-obligation Home Market Evaluation!
FREE Home Inspection towards next home + more!*

Flexible Commissions! Why List With Anyone Else!

 
Main Street Realty Ltd., Brokerage, 150 Main St. S. Newmarket

Some Conditions Apply! Inquire! Not intended to solicit 
individuals under contract Call/Text Linda Stephens, 

Sales Representative 289-221-5999

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid  for your next airport or 
downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00. 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com    Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 

JOHN MALL PAINTING
Custom Painting From $2.50 per sq. ft.

Licenced & Insured 

Please call John 647-772-6026

Hundreds of satisfied customers 
2-year guarantee - FREE ESTIMATES 

Fall Special!
2 Rooms with trim  from $349

using Benjamin Moore paints
We also do exteriors

PKD Painting 
905-836-4347 or 905-251-1977

Local Newmarket company serving 
Newmarket, Aurora, Bradford since 1985

This list can drive you 
bonkers! 

The reason is it never 
seems to get any shorter.  
In fact, it only seems to 
get longer and longer. The 
problem with the list is 
that we keep adding to it 
all the time with little or 
no organization to it.   

You open up one of  those 
glossy home magazines 
and think, hmmm, my 
house could use granite 
countertops too! And then 
there you have it another 
thing added to the list.  
Repairs, maintenance, 
updating – the things you 
need to or want to do with 
your home are endless.

So, how do you deal 
with the list? The best 

way to help keep the 
list manageable and 
give you some sense of  
accomplishment is to do a 
kind of  “list triage.” 

Organize the tasks 
into categories – Repairs, 
Maintenance and 
Upgrades – and then, 
under each heading, list 

the projects in order of  
importance.  

Rate the projects 
“urgent”, “need to”, “want 
to”, and so on.  

Personally, I also like 
to attach a rough estimate 
of  how much each one 
will cost as that can figure 
pretty prominently in the 
“need to” versus “want to” 
rating process.  

As you work away at 
your list, checking off  
those that are complete, 
you’ll soon see how much 
you’ve accomplished!

Unfortunately, there 
will always be a list (and 
if  you have a cottage, 
you’ll know that that list 
can grow exponentially!). 
But, as you can see, there 

are simple ways to handle 
it so that you don’t feel so 
overwhelmed by it.  

Reclaim your weekends 
from the drudgery of  
never-ending chores. Take 
control of  that list.  Make 
it a “honey, I’m done list” 
instead and soon you’ll be 
enjoying your beautiful 
home again! 

Until next week, 
remember a good job, is a 
job well done! 

Also, if  you have 
any questions or topic 
suggestions you can reach 
me at www.facebook.
com/anastasisdesign or 
on twitter, @ADesign_
build and email, of  
course, at Anastasis@
anastasisdesign.ca.

Does your home  
repair to-do list  

seem to be 
taking over your life? 

MR.CROWN MOULDING
HOUSE & CONDO SPECIALIST
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

416-738-4750

Increase the resale value of your home
One Day Installation • No Mess • Affordable

Call Steve (Owner) Satisfaction Guaranteed

that decision would leave 
the club in the lurch. Then, 
he goes onto say there are 
no solutions until the soccer 
club wants a deal. I would 
like to remind the soccer 
club they are on Aurora 
taxpayers’ land and if  the 
taxpayers of  Aurora want 
to withdraw money, they 
should listen. 

It is time to stop talking 
and tell the soccer club 
you’re going to save the taxes 
the next seven years. If  they 
wish to cover the cost, fine, if  
not the dome is finished.

R.W. Hanes  
Aurora

From page 4

LETTER

Reclaim your 
weekends from 
the drudgery of 

never-ending 
chores. 

Take control 
of that list.
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Prices and speci� cations are subject to change without prior notice.  E. & O.E.

CratesLanding.com

THE BEAUTY OF LAKE SIMCOE.

   NOW AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE.

L A K E SI MC OE

Join us at our 

SEPTEMBER SALES EVENT

DATE: Sat., Sept. 7th, 2013 

TIME: 12 Noon to 6:00 p.m. 

REGISTER NOW! 

CratesLanding.com

Now Starting from

  
$369,  990

PICTURE IT. An early morning a� er a sound sleep. You grab your co� ee, 
step out onto the terrace, and watch the � rst sailboats slip out of the marina. 

It’s a great start to another great day, living at Crates Landing.

Now we’re presenting special new pricing on the great selection of 
1, 2 and 3 bedroom suites still available in the Grand Marina Condominium, 

many with expansive waterfront terraces.  
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