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The Aurora Avengers get ready to set off in the annual Toromont CAT Dragon 
Boat Race Saturday morning at King’s Seneca College Campus to raise money 
for the United Way. There, members of the United Way of York Region launched 
a very ambitious goal for the 2013-2014 year. For more, please see page 14.

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

ROWING FOR A CAUSE

THE CROODS

Hickson Park
 - Borealis Avenue 
and Conover Avenue 
Generously sponsored by 

BACK TO THE FUTURE

Aurora Town Park 
- Wells Street 
and Mosley Street
Generously sponsored by

 

X-MEN: The Last Stand 

Norm Weller Park 

Generously sponsored by

Tuesday, August 27 Wednesday, August 28 Thursday, August 29

MOVIES  IN  THE  PARK – Aug. 27, 28 and 29 ANOTHER EXCITING 
EVENT 

BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY

at McClellan Way

                          For more information: Visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762

 
Please bring your own 
lawn chairs and blankets. 
**We will gladly accept 
non-perishable food items for the 
Aurora Food Pantry**

Movies
 begin 
at dusk.

Sales Representative, 
Residential Real Estate Services 14799 Yonge St., Aurora  905-727-3154  
Karen Walker

www.RealEstateAurora.comwww.RealEstateAurora.com

Selling Aurora Homes
For Over 
20 Years

Students from Aurora’s Northern Karate School showed off their moves at Town Park during Saturday’s Doors Open Aurora. The eighth annual event saw hundreds of 
people from around Ontario take in over 20 different buildings and activities across town including (inset) the Aurora Public Library where people, including Miranda 
Szuberwood and Ann-Bernice Thomas, were encouraged to leave video memories of Aurora with Cindy Shaver for the Town’s 150th anniversary. For more on Doors Open 
Aurora, please see Pages 18 and 19.                    Auroran photos by David Falconer and Brock Weir

“No realistic option” in cell phone 
tower dispute: lawyers

By Brock Weir

Aurora is left with “no realistic option” over the controversial Bell Canada tower 
just over the border in King Township, according to legal experts.

Council released the legal opinion last week of  outside legal counsel hired to 
investigate the possibility of  undertaking a judicial review over the tower, which 
looms over an Aurora neighbourhood from the west side of  Bathurst Street. 

After lengthy debates at the Council table throughout the spring, including cursory 
discussions with Bell Canada, investigations over a legal injunction, and an overhaul 
of  how notifications and approvals over communications towers are handled by the 
Town, Council took one last shot at doing something about it by seeking legal advice 
on June 25 on the feasibility of  a judicial review.

“A judicial review to cease Bell’s use and operation of  the cell phone tower is 
extremely unlikely to succeed, and the expenditure of  Town funds on such a fruitless 
endeavour is not recommended,” said Town Solicitor Warren Mar in his report to 
Council. “Unfortunately, it appears that the Town is left with no realistic legal options 
regarding the removal of  the cell phone tower or stopping its use by Bell Canada.”

In his report, Mr. Mar cites the legal opinion retained from Bruce Engell of  
WeirFoulds.

“Mr. Engell verbally noted that proceeding with a judicial review in this matter 
(while extremely unlikely to succeed in having the cell phone tower removed) would 
cost in the neighbourhood of  $50,000 to $100,000 – and likely to be much closer to the 
higher cost since any lawyer who takes on the case will have to do more work, and 
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AURORA 150 FACT:

Image courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

Morris Butcher Shop

The Morris Butcher Shop was located on Wellington Street, 
east of Yonge Street. The shop was demolished in 1964. This 
photograph was taken circa 1920.

CELEBRATE 
AURORA 150
Aurora’s Community Cultural Celebration

On Saturday, September 21 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
bring your family and friends to Ada Johnson Park for 
a celebration of Aurora’s cultural heritage! Enjoy an 
exciting entertainment line-up featuring mystic drums, 
Bollywood dancing, a First Nations presentation and 
kids’ activities! The evening comes to a close with a 
feature film, Cirque Du Soleil: Worlds Away at 7:15 p.m. 
For more information, visit www.aurora150.ca or call 
905-726-4762.

Sign the Town’s Memory Book

Share your stories and memories of Aurora by signing 
the Town’s memory book at the following locations:

• Aurora Public Library, 15145 Yonge Street
• Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way

The books will be placed in a time capsule at the end of 
the Aurora 150th birthday celebrations. Thank you!

PUBLIC NOTICES
Emerald Ash Borer Update  

The Town has contracted 
with Green Lawn Limited to 
provide treatment services 
to combat the spread of 
the Emerald Ash Borer 
(EAB), an invasive insect that kills healthy ash trees.

The contract will provide for the preventative application of 
TreeAzin, a pesticide approved in Canada that has shown 
to protect ash trees from the EAB. Approximately 2,000 
publicly-owned trees along boulevards and rights-of-way 
have been identified in the Town’s street tree inventory 
as potential candidates for treatment. Trees meeting the 
treatment criteria will be marked by Town staff with a small 
but highly-visible painted dot. 

Also, through the terms of the contract, residents who 
wish to protect ash trees on their property will have the 
option to contract with Green Lawn for the same price as 
the Town. Property owners wishing to have their own trees 
treated using the Town’s contractor can contact the Parks & 
Recreation department at 905-727-3123 ext. 3223 or email 
stienkamp@aurora.ca

e-PLAY is now free!  

As of July 16, the Town’s e-PLAY online registration system 
became free of charge, with no user fees. As part of this 
change, the Town retired the telephone-based system, Tele-
PLAY, on July 19.

For your convenience, program registration remains 
available by mail, fax or in-person at our recreation centres. 
For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca/e-PLAY 
or call 905-726-4770.

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 
The Town of Aurora is accepting applications for the 
following positions:

Labourer/Seasonal (Roads)    
Application deadline is Friday, August 23

Program Manager, Records Management  
Application deadline is Thursday, August 29

For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/employment

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Concerts in the Park  

Bring your family, friends and chairs or blankets to Aurora 
Town Park (Wells Street and Mosley Street) and enjoy the last 
performance of the 2013 Concerts in the Park series!

On Wednesday, August 21 join us as Jeff Brewer performs  
A Tribute to Billy Joel. Listen to “The Piano Man’s” music as 
this series comes to a close.

The show begins at 7 p.m. and goes until 9 p.m. Although 
this concert is free of charge, we kindly ask that spectators 
bring a donation to the local food pantry. For more 
information, please visit www.aurora.ca/specialevents or 
call 905-726-4762

2014 Skylight Gallery Draw  

Located on the third floor 
of Aurora’s Town Hall, the 
Skylight Gallery is an open 
space with a dramatic 
skylight dedicated to 
featuring exhibitions by 
local artists. Backboards 
and track-lighting are set 
up to display artwork in a striking setting and access to this 
ever-changing art gallery is free to the public. 

Each month, the work of a different artist is featured. The 
draw for those who will exhibit in 2014 will be held this year 
on Wednesday, September 4. Application forms are available 
at www.aurora.ca/skylightgallery

The 12 artists chosen will represent one month during the 
year. Artists within York Region and beyond are invited to 
enter the draw. The featured artist also has the opportunity to 
host a reception in the Skylight Gallery during his/her chosen 
month. 

For more information, please contact Laura Malone, Special 
Events Co-ordinator, Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 ext. 
3132 or lmalone@aurora.ca

REMINDERS
Debris on Roads  

Homeowners constructing pools or undertaking other 
building projects are reminded to keep roads, sidewalks 
and rights-of-way (the Town-owned section of property 
bordering the road) free of construction debris. Keeping 
these areas free from bricks, timber, soil and other 
materials is essential to pedestrian and traffic safety. 
Construction permits do not allow storage of these 
materials anywhere except your property.

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw  

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to 
outdoor water use. It is important that all residents and 
businesses observe the regulations, as they have been 
put into place to ensure a continued abundant water 
supply. Even/Odd watering restrictions are in effect. 

For more information on these and other Town bylaws, 
please call 905-727-3123 ext. 4240 or visit 
www.aurora.ca/bylawservices

 

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Thursday, August 22 7 p.m. Economic Development Advisory Committee
Tuesday, September 3 10:30 a.m. Joint Council Committee
Tuesday, September 3 7 p.m. General Committee*
Wednesday, September 4 7 p.m. Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee
Thursday, September 5 7 p.m. Environmental Advisory Committee

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 
*General Committee meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Film ratings courtesy of the Ontario FIlm Review Board, 1075 Millwood Road, 1-800-268-6024, www.ofrb.gov.on.ca

                          For more information:
 Visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762

Movies begin at dusk.  Please bring your own lawn chairs and blankets.
** We will gladly accept non-perishable food items for the Aurora Food Pantry**

Tuesday, August 27, 2013
THE CROODS  (rated G) 
Hickson Park - Borealis Avenue and Conover Avenue 
Generously sponsored by 

Wednesday, August 28, 2013
BACK TO THE FUTURE  (rated PG) 
Aurora Town Park - Wells Street and Mosley Street
Generously sponsored by 

MOVIES  IN  THE  PARK

ANOTHER EXCITING EVENT BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Thursday, August 29, 2013
X-MEN: The Last Stand  (rated PG)  
Norm Weller Park - at McClellan Way
Generously sponsored by

RIBFEST
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 11 A.M. TO 11 P.M. • SUNDAY 11 A.M. TO 6 P.M. • MACHELL PARK

AGE OF MAJORITY REQUIRED AFTER 8 P.M.

RIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFEST
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 11 A.M. TO 11 P.M. • SUNDAY 11 A.M. TO 6 P.M. • MACHELL PARK

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 11 A.M. TO 11 P.M. • SUNDAY 11 A.M. TO 6 P.M. • MACHELL PARKSEPTEMBER 6 TO 8, 2013RIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTRIBFESTAURORA’S

AGE OF MAJORITY REQUIRED AFTER 8 P.M.
AGE OF MAJORITY REQUIRED AFTER 8 P.M.

The tastiest event of the year!

FUN FOR ALL AGES!

Another exciting event 
brought to you by

Sponsored By:

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.AURORA.CA OR CALL 905-726-4762
We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities that are listed on our promotional material.

Beer Garden
Proceeds benefi t the Aurora Rotary Club

Children’s Activity Zone Free!
Friday, September 6 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday, September 7 from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Food for All Appetites
Roasted Corn, Bloomin’ Onions, BeaverTails® and more

Giant Midway All Weekend

Fantastic Lineup of
Entertainment All Weekend Long
Friday, September 6 
Tribute to Bruce Springsteen – Glory Days
Saturday, September 7 
The Carpet Frogs and Honeymoon Suite
Sunday, September 8 
The Mud Men

motion is life
chiropractic

by
The Plan

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

A CURORA HRYSLER

Aurora
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PROOF #16
FEBRUARY 27, 2013 issue of The Auroran Community newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Tuesday. 
ThE dEAdlinE FOR AnY And All Ad mATERiAls is 10 dAYs PRiOR TO PUBlicATiOn dATE 

clAssiFiEd dEAdlinE is FRidAY 3.00 P.m. 

Any alterations to the ad must be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 
The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 5 p.m.

Thank you for your co-operation. 
Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300 or Classifieds at 905-727-7128, Fax: 9045-727-2620

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983
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/sqf Installation
Wax Paper 
Transitions
1/4” Round 
Delivery

FREE3 -1/4” 
Red Oak 
(Select & Better)

For All Your Quality Flooring Needs... 

For more promotions, 
please visit our 

showroom or website

www.greencityflooring.com  |  info@greencityflooring.comCall 905-503-1118 for estimate

GREENCITY
130 Hollidge Blvd., AURORA (off Bayview) 

FLOORING

Unit B-12, L4G 8A3

Our quality work 
speaks for itself.

49$5

Allen Griffiths, who will turn 100 this Monday,  
proudly shows off a personalized shirt on Friday, em-
blazoned with the ships and submarines he served on 
during a long career in the Royal Navy. He is due to cel-
ebrate his milestone birthday with family and friends 
at the Royal Canadian Legion this weekend.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Griffiths’ century has taken him from the high seas  
to the silver screen and back again

By Brock Weir

Swathed with scarves 
around his head and neck, 
soot strategically placed 
on his face and arms, and 
brandishing a sword like a 
self-described “vagabond”, 
Allen Griffiths found himself  
on shipboard amongst the 
enemy. 

It was the late 1930s, the 
Spanish Civil War was still 
raging, the Germans were 
interfering, but the Second 
World War had yet to break 
out. 

As a stoker on board the 
ship, he clearly remembers 
popping out of  his hold and 
exclaiming, “Cookie, have 
you heard the buzz?”

Undoubtedly it’s a quote 
that would not be out of  place 
in the middle of  a 1930s sea 
battle and indeed the ship 
was going down. Water was 
coming on board and his 
fellow seamen were quickly 
jumping overboard to save 
themselves.

They were not, however, 
in danger just yet.

While Mr. Griffiths was 
indeed a stoker on board the 
ship, actively serving with 
the navy, this was all in good 
fun. The filmmakers who 
had drafted him and many 
of  his other shipmates into 
“extra” roles in the 1937 film 
“Our Fighting Navy” (later 
re-titled “Torpedoed!”) had 
taken over the HMS Royal 
Oak and turned it into one 
of  the “enemy” ships in the 
film. 

To create the illusion of  
the ship sinking into the 
abyss, director Norman 
Walker had all the guns 
moved to one side of  the ship 
to create a natural tilt. That’s 
when the magic happened, 
joined by stars Richard 
Cromwell, Hazel Terry, and 
Noah Beery (brother of  
Wallace). 

Their names may have 
started to fade slightly into 
the Hollywood ether, but 
memories of  the filming are 
still vivid for Mr. Griffiths, 
an Aurora resident who 
celebrates his 100th birthday 
this Saturday. 

“When we got cleaned 
up after the filming, they 
kept me on for a couple of  
weeks,” says Mr. Griffiths. “I 
remember the guy who was 
looking after the uniforms 
and costumes and in the 
evenings he was supplying 
the girls with silk stockings. 
They had just come out then 
and were very rare.

“We were all going back 
to the hotel and there was 
Beery going up the stairs, 

drunk as a skunk with these 
two girls. The fellow I was 
working with said, ‘there go 
my stockings!’” 

Memories around the 
filming of  “Our Fighting 
Navy” are some of  the 
happier ones associated with 
the HMS Royal Oak. Shortly 
after he moved onto another 
ship, the Royal Oak was 
torpedoed by the Germans in 
the early days of  the Second 
World War, killing 833 people 
on board.

“She never fired a g--
damned shot,” says Mr. 
Griffiths. “She was lying 
up in the north of  Scotland 
supposed to be safe as nobody 
could get in because of  the 
rocks and the sand, but that 
all disappeared over the 
years because nobody had 
surveyed it. The German 
submarine came in just 
as smooth as you like at 
midnight, fired five or six 
torpedoes on it and she went 
down all hands.”

The name of  the HMS 
Royal Oak has pride of  
place on a special shirt Mr. 
Griffiths wears to this day. 
What he calls his “personal 
Mona Lisa” as there is only 
one shirt like it in the world, it 
lists all the ships, submarines 
and vessels he served on over 
his 13-year stint with the 
Royal Navy. 

While their German and 
Italian counterparts ensured 
each of  these vessels met 
their own grizzly ends, they 
were unable to get the better 
of  Mr. Griffiths. 

He was born on the border 
of  England and Wales in 
1913, less than a year before 
the outbreak of  the First 
World War.

His father was a 
policeman who served in the 
Boer War, while his mother 
served as a nurse, treating 
some of  the names that would 
have filled the newspapers of  
the day. When war eventually 
broke out in Europe, it was a 
break felt very much on the 
home front.

His father was back in 
service, heading overseas 
with his wife, back in her 
nursing uniform. While they 
served, their sons were taken 
into an orphanage under the 
auspices of  the local police 
authority where they were 
treated to conditions which 
were commonplace at the 
time, but would be shocking 
to today’s society.

“I was a bed wetter,” he 
says with a laugh. “This Mrs. 
Murray used to come to us, 
get me by the hair and shove 
my nose it, then lock me in a 
cupboard while she made the 

beds. I got so scared of  going 
into bed that I would lay on 
the floor. I would get so cold, 
I would have to jump back 
into bed and then wet the bed 
again.”

Relief  finally came 
with the Armistice in 1918. 
When peace was declared, 
he remembers celebrating 
by getting dressed up as a 
soldier, complete with his 
arm in his sling, to parade 
for Princess Marie Louise 
of  Schleswig-Holstein, one 
of  Queen Victoria’s more 
eccentric granddaughters 
who was visiting the village. 

Lining up to meet the 
dignitary, the Princess 
presented each of  them a 
prayer book, which remained 
a prized possession for 
decades.

Finally, their mother 
came to pick them up, but 
she was not accompanied by 
their father. He was felled on 
the field in 1916.

“When he was shot, they 
sent his clothes home in a 
coffin,” says Mr. Griffiths. 
“Three or four coins fell out 
of  his pocket. I still hang onto 
the farthing. The penny with 
the bullet hole in it was given 
to my brother, Jack.”

Settling back with his 
family, Mr. Griffiths’ story 
turns to village life, heading 
to his grandfather’s tenant 
farm, which his family 
had on a 99 year lease from 
the local “squire.” From 
cleaning the squire’s boots, 
he eventually rose through 
the ranks to become a groom, 
preparing horses for the local 
hunts. 

They are iconic scenes, 
with the young groom 
preparing the horses while 
generations of  ladies prepare 
the sandwiches, cakes, beer 
and cider for the well-heeled 
men and women riding. 

With a twinkle in his 
eye, he recalls greeting 
Lady Lubbock, an old 
acquaintance and scion of  
the Bonham Carter Family, 
who crossed paths with him 
on a very hot horse.

“Lady Lubbock had a 
big black horse and I knew 
her well,” he says. “I said, 
‘Lady Lubbock, your horse 
is sweating pretty bad, can 
I give him a rubdown?’ She 
said, ‘So would you sweat if  
you were between my legs for 
two hours!”

Obviously that left a 
lasting impression on a 
14-year-old boy, but those 
halcyon days came to an end 
with the death of  the squire. 
Looking for work, he got a 
job as an errand boy for a 
wholesale grocer, eventually 

delivering sugar throughout 
the Welsh valleys before he 
joined his young friends in 
looking for work with the 
Navy. 

Initially starting work as 
a fitter, he wasn’t quite tall 
enough for the marines but 
found good paying work as 
a stoker below deck. It paid 
well, but it also required 
a longer commitment – 
12 years rather than the 
customary five. 

It was at a time when 
Hitler wasn’t yet seen as the 
threat he would soon be. 

After one of  his first 
missions, he and his 
crew were greeted back 
in Plymouth in a public 
celebration by King George 
V, accompanied by the Prince 
of  Wales (later Edward VIII 
and Duke of  Windsor), who 
inspected the ranks. It was 
a very big deal and looking 
back, he suspects it was 
all part of  the propaganda 
machine to face the 
challenges ahead. 

And as someone who 
had just finished laying a 
minefield on the seabed 
with his crew as Neville 
Chamberlain triumphantly 
flew back in England waving 
a piece of  paper declaring 
“peace in our time”, there 
were certainly many 
challenges awaiting Mr. 
Griffiths. 

Next week, The Auroran’s 
interview with Mr. Griffiths 
will continue with a closer 
look at his service during 
the war, and his Canadian 
journey, which began in 1951.

PROOF 
AUGUST 21, 2013 issue of The Auroran Community Newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Wednesday 
The deadline for any and all ad materials is 10 days prior to publication date 

Classified deadline is Monday at 11 a.m. 
Any alterations to display ads to be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 

The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 4 p.m.
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300, Fax: 9045-727-2620 or email correspondence.
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GREAT PRICES ON FLOOR  
DISPLAY TUBS WHILE  

QUANTITIES LAST!

Why not treat yourself all year long!

2 Locations 
75 Mary St., Aurora 905-713-2317 

213-225 The Queensway S., Unit 4 Keswick 905-535-2317 
www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

Now’s the time to 
book your pool closing

Celebrating 20 years in business 

FLOOR DISPLAY
THE BACKYARD POOL & SPA COMPANY LTD.

SPA CLEARANCE SALE
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Aurora seems like a starting point 
for many things. 

For some people, it is a bedroom 
community where they can catch a 
few winks, catch up with the family, 
and maybe catch up with some yard 
work before heading off  to their 
ultimate destination during the 
week.

For others, Aurora is a place 
where you spend your formative 
years before heading out to 
university, college, or the big, bad 
world.

Despite seeing more and more 
people coming back to where they 
grew up to plant roots of  their own, 
there has been a distinct theme over 
the last decade on how to reverse the 
trend. 

The term “destination” has 
become synonymous with efforts on 
how to bring people in – or back in – 
to Aurora over the last decade. 

We have seen it used most recently 
in the last week over discussions 
around the Council table to bring a 
Fab Lab to the heart of  Aurora on 
the site of  the old Public Library 
Building. Proponents of  exploring 
the plan, at the very least, have 
argued it would draw Aurorans into 
the downtown core, as well as people 
from further afield who might want 
to broaden their horizons, test out 
whether their own ideas would be 
feasible when put to the ultimate 
test in the Fab Lab, or simply be a 
part of  what could be a significant 
“learning hub” when combined with 
the nearby Aurora Cultural Centre 
and the Aurora Public Library. 

The word “destination” has 
also been floated around over the 
last month with efforts to secure a 
heritage designation for Aurora’s 
pet cemetery in the south end of  
town. Proponents of  the plan have 
said it will serve as a “destination” 
for tourists coming from within and 
outside Aurora, whether they want 
to learn more about their community 
and the families who made it tick, 
have an affinity for either pets or 
cemeteries, or happen to be from 
that strange breed of  people who 
get their kicks touring cemeteries 
dressed like people with the distinct 

misfortunate of  being turned away 
from a Black Sabbath concert. 

Then there is the thorny issue of  
the Hillary-McIntyre Heritage Park.

Now, let me just say on the outset 
to clear up some misconceptions that 
have popped up in the community, 
that I am not opposed to the park 
idea itself. I think, if  done right, it 
could be a huge boon to Aurora and 
something that could be enjoyed 
by generations to come. That being 
said, I think considerable time and 
money was wasted in order to get to 
where the plan currently stands. 

Those who support the idea argue 
that it will be, yes, a “destination” 
for people within the Town, a 
“destination” to get people to stay in 
Town, and a “destination” for people 
looking to spend the day moseying 
around town, shopping and, in turn, 
invest their hard-earned dollars into 
the municipality’s economy. 

That, however, will still be a long 
time coming if  indeed it is brought 
to fruition at all. 

The problem is we have, at the 
absolute barest of  minimums, three 
distinct groups with three distinct 
projects, three distinct plans to 
realise their dream but, at the end of  
the day, they only have one ultimate 
objective: creating a destination. 

While Aurora focuses on master 
plans coming out the wazoo, ranging 
from the Aurora Promenade Plan 
to the incubating Cultural Master 
Plan, both documents which will 
ultimately have plenty of  crossover 
potential, perhaps it is now time to 
merge all associated plans into one 
to ultimately focus on making the 
Town a destination. 

The plans are there, the raw 
materials are there, but now it is 
time to focus. 

This past weekend was as strong 
an indication as any that it is 
possible. 

It was, of  course, the eighth 
annual installment of  Doors Open 
Aurora. Rescheduled for August this 
year, rather than July or September, 
the organizers’ objective was to 
bring out more people from Aurora 
and bring in more people from 
surrounding areas. The change 
seems to have done the trick with 
many stops along the way noting 
huge increases of  people turning 
out – some with numbers twofold 
over 2012. 

As I walked around from place 
to place speaking to several people 
following their own paths from stop 
to stop (I focused my attention on 
people depending on how firmly 
they seemed to grip their Doors 
Open maps – that’s how you know 
they meant business!) on what 
brought them out, it struck me 
that this year there was a surge of  
people from well beyond Aurora – 
Stouffville, Toronto, Brampton, New 
Tecumseth, and even Trenton and 
Merrickville – who were attracted 
to one destination on the tour or 
another, drawn to either its history, 
architecture, or both. 

Nearly every single person on my 
highly unscientific poll expressed 
pleasant surprise at just what 
Aurora had to offer. One woman 
I spoke to, who was taking in the 
Doors Open tour while taking a 
much needed break from house 
hunting, said on Saturday morning 
Aurora wasn’t even on her shortlist 
of  places to move, but was quickly 
rising through the ranks. 

If  Aurora’s future is contingent, 
at least in part, over finding 
something – anything! – to make the 
town a “destination” for people far 
and wide, it is time to stop looking 
at things solely from an economic 
perspective, solely from a heritage 
position, and certainly not as 
personal hobby horses, to have a plan 
that would serve all these competing 
interests for the greater good.

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.
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(Re: Ottawa Report, August 14, 2013)

Last week’s Ottawa Report tries to provide some 
rationale for the Conservative’s telecom regulatory 
process which is well-meaning but badly flawed.

In a nutshell, the Industry Ministry has 
allowed a loophole for a monster American 
Wireless operator – Verizon – to purchase 
smaller carriers and new wireless spectrums 
while barring or limiting Canadian companies 
under the pretense of  creating greater  
competition and lowering prices.

In fact, Canadian wireless prices have come 
down 18% in the last four years and while there 
is room and support for more reductions, 
Verizon isn’t the likely saviour. Its prices 
are on the high end of  US suppliers while 
customer service is rated poor. Canadian prices 
for all levels of  wireless service are on average lower 
than American providers as of  2013.

So, Verizon can essentially piggyback on the 
billions of  infrastructure dollars provided by the 
Canadian companies over the past 20 years, 
provide poorer service, few(er) jobs, at higher  
costs and be welcomed with open arms by our 
Federal Government (hoping to generate additional 
spectrum auction dollars). 

Try getting a deal like this in US territory!
If  the consequences to Canadian jobs, pension 

plans and shareholder values weren’t so potentially 
drastic, this regulatory miscue and government 
intransigence would be laughable.

Brian Horton
Aurora

(Re: Newmarket welcomed St. Kitts for Festival, August 14, 2013)

I just had to endorse the sentiments of  P.C. Smith last week 
with respect to the Newmarket jazz+ Festival. 

George and Sher St. Kitts provided just the right blend of  
both local and international talent for this show to make it an 
outstanding event. I will venture to say the best event in York 
Region this year, including all of  the celebratory events that 
have been put on by the Town of  Aurora to promote their big 
anniversary this year. 

What a wonderful experience to enjoy such talent at our 
doorstep. 

The venue was easy to move around in, and seating was 
great. I attended the Saturday evening and night show and 
was blown away. 

A big thank you to the Town of  Newmarket and their Town 
Council for showing how to support local talent and showing 
them the respect and encouragement that they deserve. 

We are truly blessed to have such a professional and 
capable organization as St. Kitts’ Music within our midst to 
entertain us in such a wonderful fashion. My only complaint 
is that the admittance fare was far too low. I would have been 
willing to pay three times the amount and would still have 
considered it to be underpriced. 

Kudos Sher, fabulous job as usual. 
Oh, and by the way, Town of  Aurora Council, hang your 

head in shame. Small town minds, small town prejudices 
obviously still plague our council.  You really blew it this time.

Nora McNellis
Aurora
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In my last column, I took the 
risk of  expressing what I believe 
every member of  the PC Party was 
thinking. How was it possible that 
given the scandal-ridden record of  the 
McGuinty-Wynne Liberals, the PCs 
could only manage to win one of  the 
five recent by-elections?

I asked you to send me your advice 
on what the PC Party needs to do to 
win the next election. Your response 
was overwhelming and the emails 
continue to come. For that I thank you 
and, as promised, I will be compiling 
that advice for the benefit of  my 
Caucus colleagues and Party Leader, 
Tim Hudak. 

Recall the following paragraph 
from my last column:

“...the term ‘shooting the 
messenger’ comes from the fourth-
century B.C. play Antigone by 
Sophocles, in which the perils of  
speaking truth to power is the major 
theme. Nothing has changed over 
the centuries. It is difficult for any 
organization – political or otherwise 
– to deliver the hard news to their 
leadership. Those who risk doing so 
will inevitably be labeled as disloyal 
and will suffer the consequences.”

Indeed, nothing has changed. 
Following my defence of  the right of  
party members to bring forward an 
amendment to the party’s constitution 
at its September convention, have it 
debated and put to a vote, I became the 
target of  that timeless sport: shoot the 
messenger.

After more than a 
week of  misleading 
headlines and media 
reports, less than 
honourable accusations 
by friends and foes 
alike, I felt compelled 
to issue the following 
statement. I welcome 
your thoughts.

KLEES STATEMENT 
REGARDING 

GRASSROOTS MOTION 
FOR

     LEADERSHIP REVIEW
For the past few days much has 

been made of  a resolution filed by a 
group of  Ontario PC members that 
proposes an amendment to the party’s 
constitution that would allow for a 
leadership review vote to be held at 
times other than following a general 
election.

What would normally have been 
a matter-of-fact agenda item at the 
party’s September convention, has 
now become contentious, to the extent 
that signatories to that resolution 
have received intimidating phone 
calls from senior members of  the 
party demanding that they withdraw 
the resolution. 

 This is completely unacceptable 
and is contrary to everything I believe 
our Party stands for. 

When asked by Sue-Ann Levy of  
the Toronto Sun what I thought of  
those intimidating tactics, I told her 
that I find it offensive. I went on to 
say that “one option available to the 

leader is to pre-
empt the petition, 
and to voluntarily 
direct and welcome 
a confidence vote at 
the convention. If  he 
does that, it would 
be a very powerful 
signal to the party...
and would silence 
a lot of  naysayers”. 
(Sunday, August 6, 
2013).

I went on to say 
that party members 

have a right to express their views 
and that I would always defend that 
right. Unfortunately, in recent days 
my defence of  that right has been 
characterized as treasonous and has 
been misrepresented as self-serving 
and disloyal - not only by the headline 
writers but by some of  my honourable 
colleagues as well.

 Here are the facts:
 I have not called for a leadership 

review and would never do so. I 
first became aware of  the proposed 
resolution when Sue-Ann Levy called 
me for my comments. 

I did, and continue to defend the 
right of  party members to have their 
concerns heard in accordance with 
the provisions of  our constitution that 
allows for amendments to be filed, 
debated and voted on.

I have stated to media that rather 
than allow this issue to fester, one 
option available  to the leader is to 
voluntarily have a confidence vote 
added to the September convention 

agenda so as to put an end to the 
petition controversy.

I have been clear that I will not be 
running for party leader again. My 
defence of  the rights of  party members 
to bring matters forward for debate is 
not about me, it is about defending the 
long-standing democratic principles 
of  our party, of  which I have been 
a member for almost 40 years. To 
suppress that right, only adds to 
the cynicism towards the political 
process, party politics and politicians.

For a balanced report on this issue, 
I encourage you to visit my website to 
review the following media reports:

1. Sue-Ann Levy’s article in the 
Toronto Sun dated August 6

2. Brock Weir’s article in The 
Auroran of  August 7

3. Sean Pearce’s Era Banner article 
of  August 9

4. Christina Blizzard’s Toronto Sun 
article of  August 15

5. Listen to my radio interview with 
Bryan Allen on AM920

6. Watch my interview with 
Lawrence Diskin on the CHCH TV 
Show “Square Off”

7. Sue-Ann Levy’s Toronto Sun 
article dated August 16

As always, I welcome your comments.             
www.frankklees.com

I have more than a few years to go 
before I will become a senior citizen, 
which is a good thing in a way, as I don’t 
think I’m ready to be one in Aurora.

As we advance in years, we all start 
to slow down a bit, and take it easy, both 
mentally and physically.  

At least, that’s the theory.
Well, from what I can see of  our 

seniors by reading the weekly Senior 
Scape column in The Auroran, that’s not 
what’s happening.  

Despite earning some well-deserved 
down time, our seniors are not 
collectively sitting around on the porch 
in rocking chairs watching the world go 
by.

On the contrary, they’re dancing, 
playing pickle ball, going on trips, 
singing, playing bocce, woodworking, 
and hosting BBQs.  

It’s exhausting just trying to follow it 
all.

Sometimes I feel like I need a break 
after just bringing the groceries in from 
the car.  I’m not sure I could handle all 
the stuff  they do over there on John West 
Way.

Speaking of  their local haunt, they 
even helped to finance it. Through 

a series of  events 
several years ago that 
they developed and 
ran themselves, they 
raised a big chunk of  
the funds that went 
towards building the 
Seniors’ Centre.  At 
the time, it seemed 
like every other week 
they were handing 
over another cheque 
to Council.

If  the town’s kids 
had half  as much 
energy, we’d have 
a completely built 
Youth Centre, and maybe a skateboard 
park or two by now.

As for their obvious organizational 
skills, I’m not sure I could juggle the 
dozens of  activities the seniors have 
on offer over at the Centre. I’m usually 
pleased if  I can tackle one item on my 
weekend “to do” list.  

Not that all of  Aurora’s seniors 
participate in billiards, power walking, 
chess tournaments, computer clubs, 
knitting, euchre, movie nights, 
badminton, book clubs, photography and 

theatrical work. At least, 
not every week.

But it’s obvious from 
their evident interest 
in all these things that 
they’re a lively and 
creative bunch.

And they don’t restrict 
their activities to the 
Centre.  You’ll see them 
manning booths at the 
Farmers’ Market, Street 
Fest, and other special 
events in town.  The 
always creative floats 
they build and participate 
in at the Canada Day 

and Santa Claus parades every year 
usually result in a prize or other nod of  
recognition.  

And they regularly bring home a 
bunch of  medals from various Seniors’ 
Games and other regional and provincial 
tournaments in which they compete.

Their woodworkers have also 
produced for the town everything from 
nesting boxes to props for the Haunted 
Forest at Halloween.

For several years they have even 
written a weekly column in The Auroran.

At least by writing every other week 
I’m halfway to keeping up with them.

Sometimes they even invite the town 
to see them, such as when the Centre 
plays host to the town’s annual Easter 
Egg hunt. 

I’m not sure where they get all this 
collective energy.  If  it’s something in the 
town’s water, I’m not feeling a similar 
boost.

Although a ways off, it is an 
exciting prospect to anticipate being 
able to participate in so much evident 
camaraderie and in so many interesting 
activities, which by the time I’m ready to 
join them will probably include bungee 
jumping, advanced calculus and rock 
climbing.

So, if  I’m going to become a senior one 
day in Aurora, and want to try to keep up 
with my fellows, it’s obvious I’m going to 
have to start working now to get in better 
shape, improve my mental acuity and 
increase my energy levels.

Otherwise, I’m going to be the only 
one out there on the porch in a rocking 
chair.

 
Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 

machellscorners@gmail.com

Last week to vote!
AURORAN POLL

I’m Not Ready

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Telling Truth to Power… Part Two

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Do you support building a Youth 
Centre at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex along with the increased price 
tag?

  a)     Yes

  b)     No

  c)     Undecided

Chuck Jackson and the All 
Stars brought their own 
blend of blues and classic 
rock to the Town Park 
Band Shell last week as the 
penultimate act in 2013’s 
free Concerts in the Park 
series. This year’s roster 
concludes this Wednesday, 
August 21, with a Tribute 
to Billy Joel. This salute to 
the Piano Man features Jeff 
Brewer and gets underway 
at the band shell at 7 p.m. 
Donations to the Aurora 
Food Pantry are encouraged.

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer

FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

MPP Newmarket-Aurora
Frank Klees
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Last week, Jim posted 
this: “After the age of  50, 
the human body naturally 
begins to lose muscle 
strength. By the age of  70, 
most people have lost an 
average of  30 per cent of  
their strength. If  you don’t 
use it, you lose it.”

While there are truths 
in that statement, it’s not 
entirely correct. Even if  
you use it, you can still 
lose strength which also 
directly links to stamina. 

Let’s face it. Our bodies 
become tired from decades 
of  wear and tear. This 
is especially true if  you 
repeatedly force your body 
beyond its capabilities. 

If  you didn’t seriously 
damage your body over 
the years, you’re lucky. No 
doubt you will feel some 
aches and pains that limit 
your ability to do that 
heavy lifting, bending and 
kneeling that you once 
did.

Doing home 
renovations and even 

general upkeep can 
become a daunting task 
the more your body has 
suffered. For some, disease 
and unrelated accidents 
make such challenges 
difficult if  not impossible.

What are your options 
at that point?

Well, you can just let 
your home go, which is 
not the best choice, but 
sometimes the only one. 
You can find someone to 
help you, such as a friend, 
neighbor, family relation 
or sometimes churches 
and other community 
groups can help. The thing 
is, they don’t necessarily 
have the time or the skills 
to do the work that is 
required.

Your last option is 
to just sell up and move 
into a condo or other 
accommodation that does 
not require any physical 
work by you. If  you’re 
accustomed to living in 
your own home, this might 
be the least desirable 

option.
Fortunately, 

there is one 
more option 
if  you have 
an age-related 
condition that 
interferes with 
your ability to 
look after your 
own home.

If  you have 
a permanent 
disability or 
d i m i n i s h e d 
ability brought 
on by aging 
and are living 
on a  low to 
moderate income, you 
could quality for a Home 
Repairs for Independent 
Living grant of  up to 
$5,000 offered through 
York Region. It is designed 
to help seniors stay in 
their homes. The catch is 
that there are only enough 
grants for 100 households. 
The money can go to 
minor renovations, 
modifications, urgent 

repairs such 
as ramps, 
h a n d r a i l s , 
visible fire 
alarms, grab 
bars, raised 
toilets, bathtub 
conversions, 
l i g h t i n g 
improvements 
and other 
repairs.

T h e 
deadline for 
applications is 
August 30, 2013.

For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
call 1-888-

256-1112, or TTY 905-
762-0401 or download an 
application from their web 
site: http://www.york.ca 
- Housing and Long-Term 
Care section.

Stuck in the 
 black-phone era?

Have you decided that 
you do not need to know 
how to use a computer? 

bring in a wide variety 
of  evidence to even begin 
building the case. 

“[He also noted] the 
Town would be exposed 
to a cost award should 
its judicial review 
application be dismissed.”

In his letter to Mr. 
Mar dated August 8, Mr. 
Engell said the only issue 
with a judicial review 
is whether the ultimate 
authority in this case 
acted properly within its 
power. In his review of  the 
case, he said procedural 
irregularities in this 
instance were “relatively 
minor” and unlikely to 
have much weight in the 
outcome and a lack of  
“substantive violations of  
the protocol.”

In his opinion, the 
Town received notice Bell 
was putting a cell tower up 
on the land, “as did some 
residents, whereas some 
of  the residents appear to 
have not received notice 
at all.”

The watershed 
moment, however, 

happened when the 
switch was flipped and 
the cell tower was put into 
operation. 

“Both King Township 
and Industry Canada 
have decision-making 
power with respect to the 
consultation process,” 
Mr. Engell concluded. 
“Accordingly, both 
are potential ‘decision 
makers’ whose role in 
the public consultation 
process may be subject to 
judicial review. 

“If  it is the specific 
procedural failings of  the 
process that the Town (or 
the ratepayers) wish to 
pursue, it would seem the 
appropriate respondent 
is King Township, 
which had the delegated 
authority to oversee Bell 
in this case.

“We do not see that 
the Town can raise any 
substantive concerns 
with the locating of  the 
cell phone tower, as there 
is no evidence of  visual 
or health impact rising 
to the level that would 
be seriously considered 
by a judge on judicial 

From page 1
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* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
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Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.
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Community Corn Roast 
 

SATURDAY, AUG. 24 
 

Featuring “Thursday Night Jam 
Band” and “Council Critters”. 

 
Please bring a non-perishable food 

item to donate to the  
Aurora Food Pantry. 

 
www.theaurorafarmersmarket.com 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to the  
Outdoor Market 

 

EVERY SATURDAY: 
…until Oct.26 
8 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

              

49 Wells St. & Town Park  
  

 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @AuroraFarmMkt, 
or visit our Facebook page! 

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

www.thelightspot.ca

10 OFF$

If  so, you remind me of  
one of  my old bosses. He 
was so reluctant to learn 
a new technology that he 
decided he couldn’t learn.

He was the vice-
president who was very 
comfortable with the 
black rotary phone, until 
the other boss decided 
to upgrade and add two 
extension lines. This 
required adding three 
buttons to the bottom of  
the phone: one for hold 
and two external lines. 
No matter how much 
you instructed him, he 
would become flustered 
and plead to have the 
old phone back. Imagine 
how lost he’d be today 
with all our high tech 
items: computers, iPads, 
blackberries, cell phones, 
etc.

Are you still in the 
black phone single line 
era?

Computers offer so 
much. For me, I love the 
creativity that it inspires, 
both in writing and 
designing web sites and 
handouts. I love working 
with images, removing 
background distractions 
from photos and fixing the 
quality. 

It’s understandable 
that you would be 
apprehensive about using 
a computer. Everyone felt 

that way when they first 
came on the market. It’s 
even more intimidating as 
we get older and set in our 
ways. I learned computers 
a bit at a time, first a 
word processing program 
for writing and over the 
years, gradually added 
new skills. To me, this is 
the best way to learn as 
there’s less to remember 
at a time.

The Computer Club 
starts its new season 
on Tuesday morning, 
September 10. This will be 
a Q&A session where you 
can ask questions and also 
answer questions posed 
by the trainers. They’re 
interested in knowing 
what are your interests 
regarding computers and 
related paraphernalia: 
tablets, mobile computing 
devices and other 
technology.

The computer basics 
class is ideal to get you 
started if  you have no 
experience. 

For more information 
on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to 
offer, drop by 90 John West 
Way, visit the web site www.
auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com 
or call 905-726-4767 between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday 
to Friday.

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

Fitness, Home 
Renovation  

and
Computers

review. Meanwhile, the 
procedural irregularities 
do not appear to rise to 
the level of  seriousness 
which is required by 
the courts on judicial 
review...Given how 
challenging mounting 
even a credible case 
would be, the Town would 
incur significant legal 
expenses to bring one. It 
would also be exposed to 
costs awarded against it 
if  the court dismissed the 
application.” 

With the King tower 
fully operational, Aurora 
residents can now turn 
their attention to another 
cell phone tower proposed 
for Bayview Avenue and 
Wellington Street East, 
slated for just behind the 
Longo’s supermarket. 

A public meeting on 
the proposal is scheduled 
for Tuesday, September 
3 from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. in 
the Magna Room at the 
Aurora Public Library. 
The meeting will be 

facilitated by the Altus 
Group on behalf  of  Bell 
Canada.

The proposal 
comprises of  a 29.9 metre 
flagpole style tower with 
an equipment shelter 
and perimeter fencing, 
just meters between the 
grocery store and the 
residential development 
stemming from John 
West Way. 

To make written 
submissions to the 
consultant on the plan 
or to obtain further 
information, one can 
contact Alexandra 
Schaffhauser by citing file 
number “d11-(ex)04-13” 
at  comments.agi@
altusgroup.com, over the 
phone at 416-204-5141, by 
fax at 416-641-9507, or by 
writing:

Public meeting for new cell tower set for September 3

Alexandra Schaffhauser  
Bell Mobility  

c/o Altus Group
 33 Yonge Street, Suite 500 

Toronto, ON 
M5E 1G4 
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If  you suffer from 
Arthritis you need to 
be aware of  effective 
advancements that can 
eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and 
frustration. 

You may have told your 
doctor you suffer with one 
or more of  the following: 
sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, 
mid back pain, neck 
stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or 
elbow pain. 

You may find that your 
pain or stiffness affects 
your work, housekeeping, 
leisure activities, exercise, 
sports or other activities. 
You go to the drug store 
or to your doctor and get 
pills to help relieve your 
pain. But you find the pain 
keeps coming back. 

So you go back, again 
and again, and get 
the same or different 
drugs to make you feel 
better. Your doctor may 
eventually say....  “I’ve 
done all I can do  - use the 
drugs to cope with the 
pain”.  Alternatively, the 
doctor may refer you to 
a specialist who may tell 
you that surgery is needed 
or is an option for you.

However, many people 
are hesitant to have 
surgery given its invasive 

nature.  It is important 
to know that although 
surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered 
a last resort in most cases. 

You are likely frustrated 
by having to suffer with 
the come and go pain but 
may also be concerned on 
your dependency on the 
pills and their possible 
side effects. You may 
have heard that there 
are serious health risks 
associated with chronic 
use (or overuse) of  pain 
pills or anti-inflammatory 
drugs that include damage 
to the liver, kidneys and 
gut.

Although the 
pain killing or anti-
inflammatory drugs are  
designed to numb the pain 
they do not correct the 
underlying root causes of  
the pain.  

The most common 
underlying causes include 
nutritional problems, 
postural problems, 
infections, chemicals and 
immune system problems. 

Medical doctors largely 
focus on medications to 
give relief  but sufferers 
need to be aware that 
there are additional 
choices available for many 
cases of  arthritis that are 
effective and safe. These 
natural approaches have 

helped many sufferers 
improve  their lives 
dramatically.

To help sufferers an 
upcoming  workshop 
is being provided on 
Arthritis relief. This eye 
opening information has 
helped countless sufferers 
to feel better, have more 
mobility, increased 
flexibility and vastly 
improved function.

Many sufferers have 
found the information has 
led them  to remarkable 
improvements  in 
performing daily 
activities that include 
sports and athletics, 
leisure activities, 
housekeeping tasks, work 
duties and taking care of  
their kids.

“These natural 
approaches have helped 
many sufferers improve  
their lives dramatically”.

In many cases, 
sufferers have found that 
they been able to avoid 
unnecessary surgery. As 
a community service this 
workshop is free. The 
workshop will be held on 
Wed Aug. 21, from 7:30 pm 
– 9:00 pm. at the King West 
Wellness Centre 141 King 
Rd., Unit 10, Richmond 
Hill. Seating is limited.

To make reservations 
call  877-344-2785.

Arthritis: Back, Neck or Joint Pain
Advancements in Finding Lasting Relief  

Advertorial

Welcome to JaBog Hockey!
That’s 

“Just A Bunch of Guys”
A New Adult Men’s Recreational Hockey League in Aurora.

We are currently seeking local men that are interested in joining.
(limited spots available)

• 35 years of age and older
• Non-contact

• Thursday nights 
9:30 or 10:30 ice times - Aurora Community Centre

• Starts October 3, 2013

If you are interested in joining or for further information 
Contact Mark or Brian McCartney

info@jaboghockey.com
Or Call (905) 727-1913 

(9-5 Mon-Fri)

As teachers and staff return to schools this week to prepare for the 2013 – 2014 
school year (sorry, kids!), Ken Thurston, Director of the York Region Board of  
Education, shared his goals and vision for the upcoming year with The Auroran. Mr. 
Thurston is pictured above in May celebrating the 125th anniversary of Dr. G.W. 
Williams High School.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Education Director outlines  
plan for new school year

By Brock Weir

Digital learning and 
harnessing students’ 
passions will be some of  
the top priorities on the 
bill as the York Region 
District School Board 
gears up for the 2013-2014 
school year.

Ken Thurston, 
Director of  the York 
Region District School 
Board (YRDSB), shared 
his goals and objectives 
for the year to come with 
The Auroran, ahead with 
meetings with trustees 
and leaders within the 
school network next 
week. 

His plan builds on 
the goals and objectives 
of  last year, building on 
student achievement and 
success, but also focusing 
on their wellbeing. 
“Student Achievement 
and Wellbeing” is 
priority number one for 
this school term. 

“The YRDSB is a very 
high performing board,” 
says Mr. Thurston. “We 
need to continue to 
dig deeper and make 
sure we have identified 
those students who can 
achieve at even higher 
levels and, for those 
who are still struggling, 
find innovative ways to 
support their continued 
enhanced achievement.” 

Last year’s five 
priorities, he says, 
have been taken apart, 
dissected, and now it 
is time to “put them 
back together” to find 
and enhance “engaging 
programs” for students 
in all schools across the 
board. It is particularly 
important to make these 
programs “meaningful” 
to students and tailored 
both to their interests 
and learning styles.

“It is about being 
hands-on,” he says. “For 
many students, it is about 
ensuring use of  digital 
literacy and digital 
means of  learning. 
That’s the way of  the 
world our kids are living 
with. [It’s about] bringing 
the environment into 

the classroom, but also 
taking the kids out into 
the environment, as 
well as things like social 
justice.

“Today’s youth are so 
animated and turned on 
by doing ‘good’ for those 
around them and around 
the world. We so often 
find you can use that 
kind of  engaging activity 
to motivate them to learn 
just about anything.”

As the board focuses 
on student interests 
to help them achieve 
their full potential, 
they are also focusing 
on their “wellbeing.” 
That, he says, has been 
a significant shift over 
the past few years with 
the Board in that they 
not only want students 
to read, for example, but 
also want to read. 

It is all part of  a 
“renewal” of  their 
mission, vision and 
values, which is priority 
number two for the 2013-
2014 year. The objectives 
of  the school board 
were drafted in 1998 and 
implemented in 1999 and, 
since then, Mr. Thurston 
says the school board and 
the extensive community 
in which it serves 
have both become very 
different. 

The revised “mission, 
vision, and value 
statement” will have 
“widespread” public 
input from students, 
parents, and staff  and 
that will be drafted and 
honed over the next 12 
months. They will also 
focus on making sure 
these new visions are 
actually implemented 
across the board.

“When I take a look at 
the words of  our mission 
statement, it has served 
us very well,” says Mr. 
Thurston. “Words around 
equity and engagement 
of  everyone within our 
system – that didn’t get 
as much attention in 1998 
as it does now. Driving 
around York Region, 
communities, our 
families and are schools 
are quite different 

than they were 13 or 14 
years ago. It is [about] 
capturing the essence 
of  what the public can 
count on in the York 
Region District School 
Board.”

The third priority 
is to re-engage the 
community. It is a third 
priority identified at 
least in part by the 
troubles that plagued the 
education system across 
Ontario last year with 
labour battles between 
teachers’ unions and the 
Province of  Ontario. 

For Mr. Thurston, 
it is about building 
relationships with 
staff, parents, and 
communities. The fact 
the ultimate say in the 
labour dispute rested 
between the unions 
and the province was 
something which wasn’t 
always “interpreted” 
as such within the York 
Region Community, 
but compared to other 
jurisdictions, York 
Region was relatively 
unscathed. Tensions 
grew, he said, when 
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r 
activities were axed, 
and those concerns were 
uppermost in the minds 
of  students and parents.

“We came through last 
year, relative to many 
other boards, very well 
in terms of  the labour 
stresses in particular and 
the stresses that created 
for our parents and our 
families,” he says. “Aside 
from one day we were 
able to keep our schools 
open and our programs 
running and maintaining 
pretty positive relations, 
relatively speaking with 
our employee groups.

“However, we want 
to build on that. We 
want to make sure that 
we rebuild any of  those 
strained relationships 
and also reach out 
and make sure we 
rebuild any concerns 
and any weaknesses 
that developed with 
our communities and 
parents. We’re building 
on an asset here.”
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20% 

SUMMER SPECIALS

650 Wellington Ave. E., Aurora
(in Longos Plaza)

an eye for GREAT STYLE

Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat 9:30 – 5 p.m.  •  Tues & Thurs 9:30 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Sunday by appointment only.                    

 ALL HAIR SERVICES
OFF

Maryam
new stylist 

is a Hair Stylist, 
Makeup Artist, 

and also does Threading. 
She has 22 years 

experience, previously 
working at 

Premier Hair Salon.

Maryam

905-713-0123

FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

with new hours: 
Tues – Wed – Fri – Sat – 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thursday – 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

 fans
 PricesCOOLCooler

Air Conditioners & Himidifiers
Gas & Oil Heating Equipment

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Councillors have mixed messages on state of reserves
By Brock Weir

Councillors have 
approved a new strategy 
to tackle Aurora’s reserve 
accounts – the funds 
tucked away to make sure 
enough money is on hand 
to cover “bumps in the 
road.”

But while Aurora 
Treasurer Dan Elliott’s 
10 year plan to make 
sure reserve accounts 
are healthy was passed, 
debates indicated 
differing perspectives on 
whether the accounts are 
half-empty or half-full. 

Talks centred on Mr. 
Elliott’s 10 year Capital 
Plan for the Town. Over 
the next decade, the plan 
has a $151 million vision 
for Aurora including 
keeping what Aurora 
already has in check and 
significant investment in 
new infrastructure. 

Reserve funds are not 
simply dollars stashed 
away for a rainy day, but 
are there to provide a 
buffer so any unexpected 
costs are not a direct hit 
on taxpayers. He proposed 
a number of  strategies for 
the decade ahead.

The first is to avoid 
going into debt for 

repairing or replacing 
existing capital assets 
which could be funded 
through development 
charges. The second 
strategy is to have double 
what you actually need 
stored away for repair 
and replacement – two 
times the average 10 year 
requirement. 

The third option is to 
divide cash to capital in 
proportion to needs, and 
the fourth is keeping cash-
to-capital contributions, 
which is hammered out 
during each year’s budget 
process – on an even 
keel, keeping pace with 
inflation. 

But before the plans 
were approved at last 
week’s Council meeting, 
some members of  the 
table wanted everyone 
to be on message about 
the state of  the reserves, 
which are each in varying 
states of  financial health.

“We need to be very 
mindful of  the message 
we send out to residents 
because [a negative 
message] leads them to 
believe there’ a cause for 
concern,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. “Yes 
[Mr. Elliott] is concerned, 
but that is why he has 

put together the 10 year 
plan to not only meet the 
needs we have identified, 
the infrastructure that 
we need to build in the 
community to repair 
the growth related 
infrastructure and to 
address those issues with 
our reserves so we can 
feel very proud we have 
managed those finances 
well and we have a plan in 
place.

“I think we all need to 
be on the same page in 
terms of  the message.”

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
and Councillor John 
Abel were just two of  
the Council members 
who expressed similar 
sentiments. Councillor 
Abel, for instance, said 
he was appreciative of  
Mr. Elliott’s plan in that 
it puts forward a solid 
plan to address some 
of  his previously noted 
concerns, particularly 
deficits in Aurora’s 
Repair & Replacement 
and Development Charge 
reserves.

“This [plan] is 
something we have 
needed in this Town for 
a long time,” said Mayor 
Dawe. “It is forward 
thinking. We’re not a 

small town anymore. We 
are a multi-million dollar 
business and we need to 
plan accordingly. [This] 
puts is in a better position 
to manage where we’re 
going and, in the long run, 
provide far more value to 
the residents in the Town 
of  Aurora.”

Other Councillors, 
however, were not as eager 
to get on the same page. 
Councillor Evelyn Buck, 
for instance questioned 
the plan of  putting money 
away from the taxpayers 
of  today to help pay 
for infrastructure and 
buffer the tax hits of  the 
residents of  tomorrow, 
whether five or 10 years 
down the road. 

“I am not sending 
the same message to 
the community,” said 
Councillor Buck of  
Councillors Thompson 
and Abel’s support of  the 
plan. “I think [residents] 
should be concerned. We 
are accountable for each 
12 months of  the amount 
of  money we take out of  
the pockets of  the people 
who live in this Town. 
I am not interested in 
taking money out of  the 
pockets of  the people who 
live here today to save or 

to protect the people who 
may live here five, six, 10 
or 20 years down the road.

“It is a matter of  
principle, and I hope that 
people are listening and 
will understand there is 
a difference of  opinion 
and principle and I would 
like that to be known I 
am not sending that same 
message.”

Councillor Chris 
Ballard expressed a 
similar view. He said 
while it might be good 
politically to address 
“big bumps” that 
might come out around 
budget time through 
these reserves, he 

questioned the wisdom 
from a “philosophical” 
perspective.

“That might make life 
easier for the politicians, 
but I am also drawn to the 
point of  view that it is 
our job to explain those 
bumps and to justify 
those expenditures as 
they happen,” he said. “I 
still struggle with that 
philosophical difference 
that taxing the residents 
today for assets of  the 
future is a good thing.

“It might be a good 
thing politically because 
it gets rid of  those 
bumps, but I struggle 
with it.”

Parking restrictions on Stone Road could be fine-tuned before approval
By Brock Weir

Stone Road residents 
have won a temporary 
reprieve on a possible 
partial parking ban on 
a stretch of  their street.

Councillors voted 
last week to hold off  on 
a plan to place a parking 
ban in the vicinity of  
Holy Spirit Elementary 
School and reduce speed 
limits in the area from 
50 km/h to 40 km/h. 
Following debate and 
correspondence from 
neighbours, a final 
decision was held off  
until September to see 
if  a parking ban only 
at certain parts of  year 
– such as during school 
months – would better 
serve residents. 

“The recommen-
dation is parking be 
prohibited in the school 
area and I agree with 
that,” said Councillor 
Evelyn Buck. “There 
are a lot of  weeks like 
now in the summer 
when the school is not 
operating. There are 
evenings and weekends 
and I would like to ask 
if  it is not possible to 
have parking prohibited 
at certain hours during 
school operations 
and then residents be 
permitted the freedom 
to park outside those 
hours?”

Although no 
residents from the 
Stone Road area came 
forward during the 
Council meeting either 
during Open Forum 
or as delegations, the 
handful in attendance 
for the debate last week 
to hear the outcome 
nodded their heads 
in agreement with 
Councillor Buck’s 
comment.

Added onto the 
meeting’s agenda was 

a letter to Councillors 
from resident Dora 
M. Robinson. In the 
letter, she opposed 
all restrictions on 
Stone Road and voiced 
her support for on 
street parking given 
limited space in their 
driveways. She added 
the proposed parking 
ban of  from 44 metres 
north of  the school 
limit to 138 metres south 
of  the property were 
unclear and residents’ 
“concerns” over sight 
restrictions posed by 
on-street parking were 
not shared by the rest 
of  the neighbourhood.

“What rankles me 
the most about this 
issue is that it is my 
understanding that 
one individual resident 
of  Stone Road started 
this action and that 
the recommendation 
is meant to placate 
this individual,” Ms. 
Robinson wrote. “It 
should be noted that 
this person did not 
attend the June 10 
resident meeting at 
Town Hall, nor did this 
person extend regrets.

“One individual 
should simply not 
have the clout, 
without the support 
of  the other residents, 
to effect changes, 
substantial changes, 
to neighbourhood 
interests. I believe that 

at the June 10 meeting, 
it was clear there was 
no appetite for parking 
restrictions from the 
group in attendance 
[and] the resulting 
recommendation is 
very perplexing.”

She did, however, 
note her support for the 
speed reduction.

Responding to 
Councillor Buck’s 
suggestion, Ilmar 
S i m a n o v s k i s , 
Aurora’s Director 
of  Infrastructure, 
said making parking 
restrictions dependent 
on school hours was 
something they could 
look into, but the 
underlying issue was 
not that parking was 
taking place in the 
school area itself. 

“It isn’t specifically 
related to the school 
periods as much as it is 
related to the sight lines 
around that corner,” 
said Mr. Simanovskis. 
“The additional traffic 
during school hours 
does exacerbate the 
issue, but part of  the 
challenge is the sight 
lines.

“That is something 
[for which] we would 
probably want to go 
back with the residents 
because the current 
recommendations are 
based on some input 
from the community 
and I would not 

want to modify the 
recommendations too 
drastically without any 
further consultation.”

With Council’s 
approval, however, it 
is back to the drawing 
board. 

“I am not in favour 
of  taking people’s 
amenities away from 
them unless there 
was a good reason for 
it,” Councillor Buck 
concluded. “If  there is 
a possibility of  refining 
that parking restriction 
to the point you can take 
care of  the problem and 
leave the amenity at the 
same time during the 
hours where it wouldn’t 
be a problem then I 
would like to see that 
happen.”

FREE, No obligation classroom trial offer.

Jerry Collins, owner/operator

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider
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www.georgianbaybeer.ca

The Hunt Pub in King City proudly welcomes:

Georgian Bay Beer
Tall-Boys for $4.50
Every Wednesday and Thursday
brought to you by The Hunt Pub and Midland Beer Works

Come on in to The Hunt Pub, King City’s coolest gathering place 
for great food, great service, and delicious Georgian Bay Beer. 

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

follow us @HogansInn Like us on Facebook

L.H. LIND REALTY INC.

15105 Yonge St., Suite 100, Aurora

lenard@lhlindrealty.com
View virtual tour for most listings

@www.lhlindrealty.comFeature Properties
FOLLOW  US  ON  TWITTER: twitter.com/lhlindrealty

OR  bEcOmE  a  FaN ON FacEbOOk:  FacEbOOk.com/lhlindrealty 

aurora’s toP sales Producer 2012†
“Service with Professionalism” 905-841-0000 • 416-410-8223

Ontario’s only...
ISO 9001 : 2008 REgISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Jackie Martin
Salesperson

adaM lind
Salesperson

Mike lind
Salesperson

eva O’Sullivan
Salesperson

lenard lind 
Broker of

record/Owner

Feature Properties

call today for a “Free” Property evaluation!* 905-841-0000
†based on IMS Stats  Aurora Offices*Some conditions apply.

Bring your business home! Paved road access!  3 minutes to Highway 27! 2000+ square  foot, 8 year 
old bungalow! Open concept with bright, professionally finished lower level with in-law potential!  
Oversized heated double garage! Separate 3000 SF shop with 3 drive-in bay doors, 18 foot clear 
height and heated workroom! Loads of parking for trailers & trucks!

INNISFIL! 25 ACRES! CUSTOM BUNGALOW AND 3000 SF SHOP!

$1,250.000

Complete renovation!  Great for home business office – light industrial – fitness – research lab  
& more!  Steps to GO train!  Gleaming hrdwd floors!  Fresh modern décor!  Open concept 
floor plan!  New 2-piece washroom & 3 private offices on 2nd floor!  Unspoiled lower level!  
Fully fenced!  Great curb appeal – just move in!

AURORA OFFICE BUILDING WITH 7 PARKING SPOTS! 

$549,900

HUNTER’S GLEN 5200 SF GEM!  PICTURESQUE PRIVACY 2.5 ACRES!

$2,549,900

Superb completely reno’d estate home in Aurora’s most sought-after estate community!  
Updated & upgraded “gourmet” centre island kit!  Sumptuous master w/enticing en-
suite!  Updated baths!  Knock-out prof. f inished walk-out bsmt!  Oasis backyard w/
pool with waterfall & hot tub and party room!  Simply sensational!

Salse office at Lot 17 Davina Circle – Yonge St. north of Bloomington to signs!  Open House Sat 
1-4pm or by appointment.  4900 SF model home!  5 forested ravine lots available and 4 floor plans to 
choose from!  4,450 SF to 5,670 SF, some with main floor master bedroom!  Gated privacy and much 
more!  Stone, stone & stucco or stone & brick exteriors!  Amazing attention to detail by renowned 
builder!  Builder finished basement optional! Price is subject to HST

EXCLUSIVE BLOOMINGTON HEIGHTS!

From $2,150,000

Picturesque views of the countryside!  Two 2-car garages!  Interlock drive with coachlights!  
Open concept flr plan!  Hrdwd strip floors!  Modern centre island kitchen w/granite cntrs  
& open to sunken spacious fam rm w/woodburning fireplace!  Sundrenched solarium!   
5 walk-outs!  Trail through property!  Loads of parking!   $1,199,888

4000SF MODERN COUNTRY HOME!  64 ACRES!SPECTACULAR! 4300 SF! RENOVATION! FINISHED BASEMENT! POOL!

$979,000

Have it all!  Soaring 9 ft. ceilings & gleaming hrdwd strip floors!  Sunken living room!  Sep. 
formal DR!  Spacious family room w/custom B-I wall unit!  Knock-out updated & upgraded 
Fischer kitchen w/granite counters & top-of-the-line B-I stainless steel appliances!  Bright 
prof. fin w/o lower level w/wet bar, home theatre area & more! 

Shows like a “dream”!  Fresh modern décor!  Above-grade fam rm, living rm & laundry! Large 
fam rm  with w/o to fenced yard!  Spac. LR w/10ft ceiling and 2 picture wdws!  Sep. dining!  
Updated eat-in kit!  Master w/semi-ensuite access to updated main “marble” bath!  Over 2,000 
SF!  Steps to Yonge, shopping, transit & community pool!

HUGE SEMI CONDO RENOVATED BEAUTY!

$349,900

Open concept floor plan!  Neutral modern décor!  Modern ceramic eat-in kitchen!  Spacious 
LR-DR combo! Master with w-in closet & inviting marble ensuite!  Large 2nd bedroom with dbl 
closet & picture window!  2nd 4-piece bath!  Large utility/laundry storage!  Building “loaded” 
with amenities!  Steps to Yonge, GO Bus & shopping! 

1ST AD!  2 BEDROOM IMMACULATE AURORA HIGHLANDS CONDO!

$439,000

Brokerage

Simply sensational!  Soaring 9 to 14 ft. ceilings!   Open concept floor plan!  Gleaming hrdwd strip 
floors!  Separate formal dining rm!   Main flr den!  Gourmet custom centre island kit open to huge 
“great room” w/custom cabinetry!  Inviting master w/enticing ensuite!  Builder prof. finished lower level 
w/massive rec room w/wet bar, custom built-ins, 2 bdrms & 3pc bath!  $1,149,900

KING VALLEY!  GATED EXCLUSIVITY! BUNGALOW BEAUTY!
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Of� ce/Pager: 705.728.4067

Suzanne: 705.715.1032

suzannepicard@royallepage.ca

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

SUZANNE PICARD

18 Highland Drive, Utopia
Extravagent 6.9AC Estate property on quiet cul-de-sac.  Over 5500 sqft of fi nished living space.  6 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms. 
Hardwood & Granite. Multiple decks, above ground pool, games room, cathedral ceilings, triple garage.  Upgraded throughout! 

$749,000
7 Emilio Place, Tiny
On the shores of Georgian Bay!  OVER 2000 
SQFT. Upgraded kitchen, bathroom, fl ooring, 
decks &  shingles.  3 bedrooms and 1.1 baths.  
Finished walkout basement.  Appliances and 
furniture included! 

$289,000

28 Beck Boulevard, Penetanguishene
Waterfront Oasis & an executive style 
bungalow featuring 5 bdrms, 3 baths. 
MLS 1300223

$600,000$600,000$600,000

WATERFRONT

PENETANGUISHENE

WATERFRONT

PENETANGUISHENE

5 Lisa Jane Crt
Over 4000sqft feet.  5 bedrooms! In-ground Pool. 
In-Law Suite.  Walnut hardwood, ceramics and 
vaulted ceilings. Located on quiet court in North 
West Barrie. 

$499,900

POOL

6835 Highway 93, Wyebridge
Gorgeous 5 bedroom residence on approx 3AC with pond.  In-law basement suite and large 
loft.  Attached double garage.  Hardwood, ceramics, sep dining, eat in kitchen, family room 
and seasonal sunroom.  Bonus commercially zoned metal clad building ideal for workshop/
garage/offi ce and retail with over 3000sqft of insulated and heated area.     
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55 Steel Street
4 Bedrooms, 2 full baths. Fully upgraded. Custom kitchen cabinets, 
corian counters, stainless appliances & premium lighting. 
Hardwood fl ooring on the main fl oor. Main bath fi nished w/
granite vanity &  marble.  Fin walk up bsmt w/bedroom, famrm, fp 
& spa like bathroom w/radiant fl oor heating. Mature lot, oversized 
garage, double driveway, large deck & superb landscaping & trees.

$409,000$409,000$409,000

NEW
 LISTING

NEW
 LISTING

$409,000$409,000

OPEN 

HOUSE 

SUN 1-3
PMOPEN 

HOUSE 

SUN 1-3
PM 

Unit 8 - 2 Bernick Drive 
3 Bedroom townhouse with many upgrades. Furnace ‘06, 
electrical panel 2011, vinyl windows & bathrooms 2012. 
Crown moulding & freshly painted. Parquet fl ooring, 
hardwood stairs & ceramics in baths. Private rear yard, fully 
fenced with patio & mature trees. Appliances included. Partial 
room fi nished in bsmt. Single garage. Shows well!

NEW
 LISTING

NEW
 LISTING

$194,500

6817 Hwy 96, Wyebridge
Well maintained spacious 3 bedroom bunglow.  
Hardwood fl oor in & broadloom. Upgraded bathroom, 
& newer vinyl windows.  Main fl oor laundry and furnace 
room. Large kitchen w/eating area.  Separate shop/
garden shed. Private lane access. Forced air heating. Lot 
meas .60ac & backs onto bush. Seasonal sun room with 
treed views.

NEW
 LISTING

NEW
 LISTING

$179,900

314 Salisbury Lane, Newmarket
Location! All brick, 4 bedroom w/ large principle rooms. Eat-in kitchen 
& breakfast bar, sep living, dining & fam room w wood insert. Open 
cathedral to above. Newer broadloom & wide plank laminate fl oors. 
Upgraded baths, shingles, furnace, a/c, windows, fi xtures, paint & pool 
liner. Spectacular private lot. Mature trees & pool! Prof fi n bsmt.

NEW
 LISTING

NEW
 LISTING

$579,900$579,900$579,900

OPEN 

HOUSE 

SAT 12-2
PMOPEN 

HOUSE 

SAT 12-2
PM 

8 Gillespie Trail, Angus 
Executive home & property on 2.51 Ac. Over 4800 sqft. 5 Bedrooms, 2 kitchens & family rooms, 
games room and sep dining. In-ground koho mountain lake 20x40 heated salt-water pool 
& custom hardscape. Extensive amour stone, landscaping, fountain, pool, hot-tub & cabana. 
Cathedral ceilings in family room, 2 gas f/p, corian counters, ceramics & hardwood. Walkout 
basement with in-law pot. Geothermal heating/cooling. 

NEW
 LISTING

NEW
 LISTING

$750,000

Happy 
Mother’s 

Day

2.51 AC

2.51 AC

POOL

$775,000

NEW
 PRIC

E

NEW
 PRIC

E

314 Salisbury Lane, Newmarket
Location! All brick, 4 bedroom w/large principle 
rooms. Eat-in kitchen & breakfast bar, sep living, 
dining & fam room w wood insert. Open cathedral 
to above. Newer broadloom & wide plank laminate 
fl oors. Upgraded baths, shingles, furnace, a/c, win-
dows, fi xtures, paint & pool liner. Spectacular pri-
vate lot. Mature trees & pool! Prof fi n bsmt.
Open House Sunday 1-3pm

15 Slalom Drive, Moonstone
Renovated! 2400sqft w/walkout basement. **Recent 
upgrades; windows, wiring, eaves, trough, soffi , appli-
ances, granite, fl ooring, fi xtures, bathroom tile & count-
ers, broadloom, deckrail, paint & landscaping. Steel 
Roof, large wall A/C w/dehumidifi er/purifi er. *2 ng f/
place supply majority of heat. Vaulted ceiling & stunning 
brickwork. Open concept with majestic views of green-
space & landscape. A perfect home or chalet!

$554,900

$339,000

First Contact Realty, Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated
299 Lakeshore Dr
Barrie, ON  L4N 7Y9

suzannepicard.ca

NEW

 PRICE!

28 Beck Boulevard, Penetanguishene
Prime waterfront! Beautiful sunsets & panoramic 
views of the harbor. Maintained stylish walkout bun-
galow. Cherry hardwood fl ooring, 2 gas fi replaces, 
upgraded baths, 5 bedrooms & 2.5 baths. Country 
kitchen. Patio access to large deck & level land-
scaped lot. Main fl oor laundry. Fin walkout base-
ment recently upgraded w/ new broadloom, paint & 
custom blinds.$599,900

85 ft.

FRONTAGE! 

RECENTLY

  RENOVATED!

Info Line: 416.263.3330
†Does not include rides and ZIP LINE. All programs subject to change. 

FOOD NETWORK is a trademark of Television FOOD G.P.; used with permission.

1

2 3

ALL EVENTS FREE WITH ADMISSION!†

4

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR SPECIAL TICKET

DISCOUNTS & OFFERS
         visit 
TheEx.com

NOW
OPEN

1

2

PC Financial  
ZIP LINE 
Daily

The 5th Dimension
Thu Aug 22

USS
with illScarlet
Sat Aug 24

Michael Smith
Chopped Canada
Sat Aug 24

3
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Joint Ops and youth centres could be built borrowing from Hydro fund
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s joint 
operations centre and 
youth space could be 
financed by borrowing 
money from the Town’s 
Hydro Reserves, following 
a decision made by 
Council last week.

Council approved 
borrowing from the Hydro 
Fund to finance the $17.5 
million Joint Operations 
Centre, slated to be built 
on Industrial Parkway 
North combining the 
operations of  the Parks 
and Works departments, 
and nearly $5 million of  
the $7 million price tag for 
the planned youth space 
at the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex. 

Town Treasurer 
Dan Elliott, following 
Council’s approval, will 
seek funding for the 
Joint Operations Centre 

through various grant 
programs, including the 
Green Municipal Fund. 
All other avenues, he 
added, would be looked 
at for financing these 
plans but if  nothing 
more “attractive” comes 
forward, financing these 
things internally with 
their own detailed plan on 
payback, would be more 
beneficial than going 
through the banks and 
other lenders.

“The hydro funds are 
in reserve for no specific 
planned purpose at this 
time,” he said. “It does not 
make sense for us to, with 
money in the bank, go out 
and borrow money. It is 
not tax deductible when 
we do that…so it makes 
more sense to borrow 
from ourselves when we 
have the cash unless I can 
find a better deal.”

Mr. Elliott’s plan 

includes repaying the 
debt to the Hydro Fund 
as money rolls in from an 
anticipated $20 million 
sale of  municipal lands 
near Leslie Street over 
the next decade, as well 
as funds that can be 
generated from the sale 
of  the current site of  the 
works department on 
Scanlon Court, just off  
Industrial Parkway near 
Wellington Street. 

While the plan was 
ultimately approved by 
Council, it was passed 
just 5- 4 with Councillors 
Chris Ballard, Evelyn 
Buck, Wendy Gaertner, 
and John Gallo objecting 
to the change of  course. 

Councillor Gaertner, 
for instance, a strong 
opponent to the 
community space for 
youth (otherwise known 
as “Youth Centre”) plan 
reiterated her objections 

over financing a space 
which, she says, actually 
contains comparatively 
little space for youth. She 
also expressed doubts 
that all money anticipated 
from the sale of  Scanlon 
Court could be realised 
because money out of  that 
sale would need to be used 
for cleaning up the land.

Councillor Ballard, 
on the other hand, said 
he viewed the plan as 
a “workaround” to the 
strict rules put in place 
to govern how the Hydro 
money is spent. 

While Mr. Downey said 
if  and when the time comes 
to borrow this money, the 
rules regarding public 
consultation and hearings 
over its use would still be 
enforced. 

Councillor John Gallo 
argued that had financing 
both facilities from the 
Hydro Funds been on 
the table when Council 
originally considered 
the proposals, it could 
have resulted in a very 
different outcome.

“This is not a novel 
concept,” he said of  
financing. “This is not 
something that came 
about that we didn’t know 
about. It is frustrating to 
see a funding model after 
we have already approved 
it to the tune of  $21 
million.”

Councillor Buck 
said while she was 
disappointed the Hydro 
money has languished in 
a bank account accruing 
very little interest while 

it was intended to replace 
Aurora Hydro with “an 
asset of  equal value” 
to the community, she 
objected to the money 
being used in this way. 

“I’m not happy the 
money is sitting there 
in a reserve fund all 
these years later and I 
am less happy to find 
Council contemplating 
borrowing the money,” 
said Councillor Buck. 
“I am less happy when 
the last Council couldn’t 
bring themselves to make 
a decision and improve 
the quality of  life for 
everyone in the Town of  
Aurora by providing an 
asset that would make a 
huge interest in the daily 
life for all generations. 
That hasn’t happened 
yet and it is a serious 
disappointment to me, 
and I am sure, many 
people.”

Nevertheless, the 
plan was approved 5 – 
4. Speaking in favour 
of  moving forward, 
Councillor Michael 
Thompson said internal 
financing made sense 
because it would 

ultimately result in lesser 
costs than going outside. 

“We are the banker, the 
lender and the borrower 
all at the same time, he 
said.

From the perspective 
of  Councillor John Abel, 
the “vision” of  doing 
something special with 
the $33+ million Hydro 
Reserves has met with 
very little discussion 
so far, so using it as 
a “revolving fund” to 
finance things that would 
benefit the community 
was something that 
should be considered. 

“I would rather see 
these facilities done now,” 
he said. “We are well 
committed to doing them 
and we’re fortunate to 
have the hydro fund and 
we have assets in land. I 
am very comfortable with 
what is before us. We have 
to commit and address 
those issues. If  we wait 
for 12 years for all the 
funds to come in, the costs 
could easily double and 
that is not serving our 
community.

“That is part of  our job 
to evaluate that.”

Three year old Rachel got a kick out of “spinner art” at the Aurora Farmers’ Market 
on Saturday afternoon. Helping  Rachel find her inner artist was Natalie of 4 Cats 
Art Studio.               Auroran photo by Brock Weir

In the Aurora Shopping Centre 
Next to No Frills 

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

A & F Hair Elite
Barbershop & Hairstyling

Men or women, 
come see Teresa 

for a cut and style at
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Bocce, anyone? While  
local seniors have been 
sneaking in a few games 
over the last few weeks, 
the new bocce courts at 
the Aurora Seniors’ Cen-
tre were officially opened 
last Tuesday. Joining 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, 
centre, for the ribbon cut-
ting were Frank Leone, 
Parks and Recreation 
Director Al Downey,  
Aurora Seniors’ Associ-
ation president Charles  
Sequeira, and Senior 
Scape columnist Jim 
Abram.

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer

By Brock Weir

When it comes to the 
future of  Aurora’s Library 
Square, the ball is now in 
the court of  the Region of  
York and Seneca College.

Council made the 
decision last week to hold 
off  on making a final 
decision on the future 
of  the lands on Victoria 
Street currently occupied 
by the former homes 
of  the Aurora Public 
Library and Seniors’ 
Centre pending further 
information from the two 
parties.

Representatives from 
the Town of  Aurora, 
the Region of  York, and 
Seneca College have been 
in talks over the use of  
the old library building 
as a possible site for an 
“innovation incubator” 
or “Fab Lab” which could 
be used for research 
and development in 
partnership with the 
college. 

The idea was first 
floated at Aurora’s 
Economic Development 
Advisory Committee 
(EDAC). Councillor 
Michael Thompson, chair 
of  EDAC, asked his fellow 
Councillors to defer the 
decision until at least 
October.

“We continue to 
discuss the use of  an 
innovation hub and a Fab 
Lab and are currently 
waiting to hear back on 
the grant application 
that has been submitted 
to move this concept 
forward,” said Councillor 
Thompson, noting staff  
estimated news would 
be forthcoming between 
September and October.

“The Region would like 
to make a presentation 
based upon that. It 
would be in everybody’s 
best interest to delay 
it just a little longer to 
get confirmation back 
on what is happening 
with regards to that 
grant funding, and the 
ongoing discussions...on 
developing something on 
that site.”

While the motion to 
delay ultimately passed 
the Council table, not 
all Councillors saw the 
value in holding off  on 
a decision. Councillor 
Evelyn Buck, for instance, 
questioned whether their 
vision of  a Fab Lab would 
be allowed in what is on 
the edge of  a residential 
area.

“We have several 
industrial parks, which is 
the logical place for such 
a use,” she said. “The old 
library is not a use for 
that and I will not support 
any further deferral for 
[what] the committee is 
thinking regarding this 
building. If  you think you 
have seen controversy 
over the potential use of  
these buildings when all 
you have been talking 
about is replacing them 
with something similar, 
you ain’t seen nothing yet 
from the people who live 
in that community about 
that proposal.”

Some of  her 
concerns stemmed from 

the potential use of  
machinery in the building. 
In previous reports both 
to Council and EDAC, 
municipal staff  said one 
of  the reasons Seneca 
College and the Region 
of  York were interested 
in using the old Library 
building was the thick, 
sturdy floors built to 
withstand the weight of  
stacks would be able to 
accommodate machinery. 

She also questioned 
the success of  similar 
projects already brought 
to fruition in communities 
such as Markham and said 
staff  had been directed to 
go to the community to 
look for possible future 
uses of  the land, not 
entertaining preliminary 
proposals from the Region 
and Seneca. 

The idea also failed 
to get the support of  
Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner.

“I think the idea of  a 
Fab Lab is fascinating 
and I would love to see it 
in Aurora, but I consider 
this the community’s land 
and, therefore, it needs to 
be public space,” she said.

Speaking in favour of  
the motion and, in turn, 
the possibility of  a Fab 
Lab, Councillor Paul Pirri 
said that machinery does 
not necessary equate to 
“loud”. One of  the uses 
being investigated is 3D 
printing, a relatively 
quiet process using layers 
of  plaster and other 
materials to create the end 
product. The Councillor 
said that was a viable use 
and something deserving 
serious consideration.

“This is an opportunity 
for people to come in, 
work together, work 
collaboratively on 
something,” he said. 
“When you look at the 
Cultural Centre and 
the Library, those are 
institutions to one 
extent or another. To 
have another facility 
where people can come 
in and work together 
creatively to do something 
outstanding I think is 
extremely important.”

Councillor John Abel 
expressed a similar view. 
Creativity, he said, would 
thrive in a place like a 
Fab Lab where people can 
come in and get the chance 
to develop unique and 
innovative ideas, engage 
youth with their ideas 
and provide opportunities 
for them as well. While he 
was supportive, he said 
he hoped there would be 
a way to bring in not only 
a Fab Lab but coordinate 
it to some of  the other 
ideas gathered in public 
meetings, ranging from 
knocking the buildings 
down to create parking to 
a multi-use building. 

“This is an opportunity 
to put something on 
the map, something 
stunning in that area 
architecturally [that is] 
also functional,” he said. 
“I want [the future] report 
to outline what we have 
envisioned, along with 
the Fab Lab, along with 

Library Square’s future waits
on support for “Fab Lab”

See  “News” on page 14
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Celebrating 20 Years

141 KING ROAD, UNIT 9, OAK RIDGES
JUST WEST OF YONGE ST. sdadance@bellnet.ca

Exciting annual recital with proceeds to charity

     August 28TH & 29TH                      1:00-9:00pm
     September 3RD, 4TH & 5TH      4:30-8:30pm   
Limited space available in some classes - call to pre register 

905-773-7013  905-727-3066

REGISTRATION DATES

   Somerville Dance
     Academy

DENISE SOMERVILLE QUINN, DIRECTOR
HONOURS B.A., DANCE, UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

Member & Examiner P.A.E.C.
Fully certified and creative instructors

Exam preparation
Award winning competitive team

3 bright spacious studios
Closed circuit TV for viewing classes
• Ballet • Acrobatics • Creative Dance 

• Tap • Contemporary/Modern 
• Jazz • Hip Hop • Musical Theatre

established 1993

SKATERS FIRST
    Ice skating programs for the whole family!

Easy Online Information & Registration
www.skakersfirst.com or skatersfirst@rogers.com

Phone: (905) 727-4600

ICE SKATING PROGRAMS 
Sanctioned by SKATE CANADA

• Pre-School + Youth Learn to Skate from 3+
• CanSkate & Figure Skating
• Hockey Power Skating
• Adult Learn to Skate & Power Skating
• Special Needs Skaters    
• Referral Credits

Excellence in Skating Instruction in Aurora for over 19 years!20

For tickets go to www.hoedown.ca

Chris Seldon   •  Showdown Winner  •  Leah Daniels  •  Slocan Ramblers
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St. Joseph student Morgan Giamov is pictured with her award at her tidy desk.
Aurora n photo by Brock Weir

Sharon McKeown and Bruce Julian of the Royal Cana-
dian Legion’s Ontario Command welcomed veteran 
bikers and their motorcycles to their headquarters on 
Industrial Parkway on Friday to kick off Legion Riders.

 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Legion members have a got ticket to ride
By Brock Weir

Members of  the Royal 
Canadian Legion now have a 
ticket to ride. 

Ontario bikers – many of  
them veterans of  Canadian 
deployments overseas – 
descended on the Aurora 
Legion on Friday to support 
the new Legion Riders 
program.

The initiative was 
launched by the Legion’s 
Dominion Command 
last month to capture the 
attention of  members 
who are also motorcycle 
enthusiasts to help generate 
awareness and raise the 
profile of  the Legion across 
the country.

The idea was first floated 
by the bikers themselves, 

looking for a way not only 
to share their love for 
motorcycles within the 
group, but also promote 
Legion work throughout 
their communities to 
generate vital new support 
for the veterans’ service 
group. 

Adjacent to the Aurora 
Legion on Industrial 
Parkway North is the 
Legion’s Ontario Command. 
There, the provincial body 
shared its enthusiasm for 
the new program. 

“Based on popular 
demand from our Legion 
members, Dominion 
Command has…created the 
motorcycle group to help 
generate awareness about 
the Legion, its community 
engagement across the 
country and its services 
to our serving and retired 
veterans, RCMP personnel 
and their families,” said 
provincial president Bruce 
Julian. “The Legion is 
an iconic cornerstone of  
Canadian communities at 
the forefront of  support for 

the military and the RCMP 
members and their families. 
Many members of  the 
Legion are also motorcycle 
enthusiasts. Until now, 
this aspect of  their Legion 
service has not been 
addressed. 

“[This initiative will] 
help generate awareness of  
the Legion, its community 
engagement across the 
country and its services 
to our serving and retired 
veterans, RCMP personnel 
and their families. The 
Legion riders are now able 
to mount up across Canada 
and you will start to see them 
forming at Legion branches 
from coast to coast. For many 
members of  the Legion, 
the Legion riders will allow 
them to be a part of  a group 
of  motorcycle enthusiasts 
and provide them with a 
great way to enjoy and share 
one of  life’s great passions.”

Speaking after the 
event, Mr. Julian said the 
Legion is always looking 
at new initiatives to satisfy 

Monster of a gift lands Aurora 
student writing prize

By Brock Weir

Looking for just the right 
gift to give to her infant 
cousin, Morgan Giamov 
wasn’t interested in a rattle 
or a onesie.

The St. Joseph Catholic 
Elementary School student 
got her creative juices 
flowing and set pen to paper 
to make the perfect creation. 

Delving deep into her 
imagination, Morgan found 
a fun little monster and spun 
a tale of  a frustrated creature 
getting sick of  his parents 
not believing his tall tales 
and setting out into the world 
on his own. 

“Monsters can be silly 
or scary or just about 
anything,” says Morgan. “I 
never wrote a story before, 
but I just felt like writing 
something.”

Her efforts caught the 
imagination of  her teachers 
over at St. Joseph’s. When 
she told her teacher, Kathleen 
Baldwin, she had written the 
story as a Christmas present 
for her cousin, she asked her 
to translate it into French. 
This was an easy request 
for the French Immersion 

student, and when she read 
the finished product to her 
class, she was encouraged 
to enter it into the Ontario 
English Catholic Teachers’ 
Federation’s annual Young 
Authors contest. 

The awards herald the 
talents of  students in the 
Catholic stream, be it in 
the form of  plays, poems, 
articles, essays, or short 
stories in either official 
languages. After a series of  
evaluations, Morgan’s “Mon 
Bebe Monstre” received 
top honours as Best French 
Short Story in the Grades 3 – 
4 Category. 

Morgan is one of  seven 
students from the York 
Catholic District School 
Board to take home honours 
in the annual contest, and 
one of  two Aurora students. 
Kara Waites, a student at St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic 
High School, was awarded 
Best Poem in the Grade 11 
– 12 Category for “What Do 
You Do?”

“I was really happy!” said 
Morgan “My dad printed out 
a bunch of  copies to give to 
people.”

Her parents, of  course, 

are exceptionally proud of  
their daughter.

“We thought it was so 
sweet,” said her mother, 
Denise, on Morgan’s idea to 
create a gift for her cousin. 
“She wrote it at home and 
just knocked it out in a 
day. She took it up north 
and showed everybody 
at Christmas, then she 
showed it to her teacher 
and she was just so excited. 

“I got a phone call one 
day from her teacher and 
principal and they were 
just jumping up and down 
that [she had won] and then 
I was jumping up and down. 
They told her and she was 
so calm and humble, and 
here I am freaking out!”

Building on her success 
with “Mon Bebe Monstre”, 
Morgan has already penned 
a second installment 
featuring the monster in 
question, this time with her 
own illustrations.

“We had to write a story 
about urban and rural 
communities, so we had to 
write a story about people 
switching and going to 
different communities,” 
she says, with both she 

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, OntarioL4G 1P1
Tel: (905) 895-3425 Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca
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and her mom noting her 
stories always come with 
a lesson. “Even if  people 
don’t believe you, you know 
the truth and you don’t 
have to run away. You could 
run into some trouble and 
realise you need that person 
and you miss them.”

To download your copy 
of  the winning entries 
in the OECTA’s Young 
Authors Awards, visit 
www. tinyurl.com/ycdsb-
authors.

See Riders on page 22
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the common area and parking.”
Speaking to the success innovation incubators 

in southern Ontario, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and 
Councillor Thompson said it would be “well worth” the 
time to allow for further consideration.

“[The site] borders on the Library and the Cultural 
Centre and they see it as a learning hub,” said 
Councillor Thompson. “They see connectivity [with 
the neighbours] and it borders on Yonge Street and that 
location is one of  the key drivers to it all. 

“We need to wait until Seneca comes back to us with 
a sense and understanding of  their approach in terms 
of  what phase and how to move forward before we 
incorporate it into any design elements or additions to 
the space. [Once] the information around the grant is 
known, then we can make more concrete decisions and 
actually deal with this space and make a determination 
once and for all what the future holds.”

What do you think? Would you like to see a FabLab in 
the old library building, or do you support another use 
of  the land? Send your thoughts to letters@auroran.

United Way launches “scary as heck” goal for 2013-2014

By Jeff Doner

Hundreds of  amped 
up and enthusiastic 
participants and 
spectators were out for the 
Toromont CAT Dragon 
Boat Festival for the 
United Way York Region 
at Seneca College King 
Campus last Saturday.

An impressive 28 
teams representing 
different municipalities, 
community groups, 
sponsors and businesses 
dug deep and frantically 
paddled their way to 
the finish line to help 
raise $120,000 in support 
of  United Way in the 
community.

But it’s just the start of  
a much larger campaign 
that has many excited 

about the challenge, 
as United Way York 
Region CEO Daniele 
Zanotti enthusiastically 
announced a three-year 
campaign goal to raise $30 
million in three years.

“Historic, bold, 
ambitious, never been 
done before and scary 
as heck goal, but so 
necessary in our growing 
region,” Zanotti said 
to a raucous crowd 
before the races. “We 
have an unprecedented 
opportunity to 
change lives in our 
neighbourhoods, not 
only for this year, but for 
decades to come.

“Imagine a network of  
care and support in every 
neighbourhood – Vaughan 
or King, Whitchurch-

Stouffville, Georgina, 
East Gwillimbury, 
Markham, Newmarket, 
Richmond Hill or Aurora. 
In three years we will 
know we have succeeded 
when people and families 
in municipalities across 
this region can say, 
‘there is help in my 
neighbourhood.’”

According to the 
United Way, last year they 
helped 28,557 children and 
youth with educational 
and recreational supports, 
after school programs, 
leadership counseling and 
more. These programs 
assisted 12,523 people find 
jobs, access housing, and 
secure food and helped 
40,014 people access 
essential services in their 
own neighbourhood.

Youth take second crack at new skate park design
By Jeff Doner

Some very enthusiastic young members of  the 
community turned up to voice their opinions, views 
and ideas for Aurora’s new proposed skateboard 
park at an open forum last Thursday.

Representatives from the Canadian Ramp 
Company, which is designing and building the park, 
showed those in attendance an artist’s conception 
of  the proposed park thus far.

After getting a good look, the youngsters sounded 
off  on what they wanted to see.

Brandon Robinson, a skate park specialist from 
the Canadian Ramp Company, said he was happy 
with the turnout and that the forums have been 
helpful in finding out what skaters, BMX bikers 
and scooters in Aurora are looking for.

“It’s actually really good that we had this second 
meeting because we were kind of  going in one 
direction and now we know we have to go to the 
other side a bit,” he said. 

“We always try to incorporate as much of  all 
worlds as possible, but when you hear one thing 
so much at one meeting, we decided this is going 
to be a plaza style park, but now we’re hearing a 
completely different thing, so it’s really good we 
have this. I like the interaction.’”

During the presentation, Robinson said the 
current template was driven from feedback from 
many skateboarders. That inspired two shallow 
bowls and a more “plaza” theme, which mimics a 
street-like experience.

The park is also expected to be diverse for all 
needs and skill levels and this includes features for 
skaters, bikers and scooters.

“It’s going to be a balance,” Robinson explained. 
“Right now we’re very heavy plaza, because that’s 
what we heard first, but it’s one of  those things 
that it’s going to have to be where we step back a 
bit and push a little more on the transition.”

Despite the fact that a first draft is complete, 
Robinson said there was still a lot of  work to be 
done and everyone’s suggestions will be taken into 
serious consideration.

“This is a conceptual design and we came in 
with the pure intention of  creating a skate park 
that was meant for Aurora,” he said. “We do every 
build method and the reason we do that is every 
community has different needs and desires. Some 
have more skaters, other BMX bikers.”

Jordan Connell, 12, is thrilled about the new 
park and suggested features that make the park 
more suitable for scooters. He also voiced concerns 
about keeping it well lit and deterring graffiti and 

vandalism.
“I feel like the park is going to be more molded 

to creation of  flow and I like that,” he said, citing 
other parks around the country in reference.

Noah Cowan, also 12, chimed in numerous times 
with ideas for features that would be appealing 
to BMX bikers and received a couple “good idea” 
comments from the presenters.

“I just go to skate parks all around and I think, 
‘oh, that looks like a pretty popular set up, why 
don’t we have that in Aurora, that would be so 
cool,’” he said.

Coming out and having his voice heard was 
important to him.

“You’ve got to come and tell these guys and help 
them understand that a lot of  people would like 
different things and tell them your ideas.”

Justin Foster, 12, was also enthusiastic about 
the project and hopes the new park will be properly 
designed.

“It’s good, because that way it hopefully won’t 
turn out like the other Aurora one that was not 
much of  what we wanted, but now we can help 
make it so that it’s better.”

Foster also pointed out that a quality facility 
will keep bikers, skaters and scooters off  the roads.

Robinson said he wasn’t surprised about how 
involved today’s youth has become in advocating 
for skate parks.

“I’m not surprised at all because skateboarding 
is one of  those sports that has really been 
overlooked,” he said. “Skaters, they’re not heard 
most of  the time in the community and so Aurora 
is doing something great by listening to their 
skaters and bikers and creating something that 
they want.”

He also said the public at large is starting to take 
skateboarding seriously.

“We’re really transitioning to a growing, accepted 
sport and it might even make the Olympics in eight 
years, that’s really being pushed. It’s becoming a 
mainstream sport and it needs to be treated like a 
mainstream sport.

“Aurora is going to have great skaters, bikers 
and scooters in 15 years time,” he continued. 
“They’re passionate about it and it’s great. Skating 
is more than just a sport and a physical activity; 
it’s a livelihood for some people. This is what they 
do and it gets their name out there.”

In a few weeks a new draft will be completed, 
followed by some more public and town input. 
The Town is eyeing a tender for the park this 
October with construction beginning sometime in 
November.

Last year’s Municipal Cup champs, the Aurora Avengers, will have to live up to their 
name next year as they try to win the cup back from Newmarket.

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

League Plays 
Thursday nites at 

Magna Centre 
9pm & 10pm

NEWMARKET OLD GUYS 
HOCKEY LEAGUE 

for players 35+ 
LOOKING

Contact noghl@hotmail.com 
TO REGISTER

MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM NEEDED

On hand for the event 
was the Aurora Avengers 
team that was eyeing 
a repeat win of  the 
municipal cup, but their 
Yonge street rivals from 
Newmarket edged them in 
the race to take the title.

Mara Gromacki has 
been captain of  the 
Avengers team for three 
years running and said 
there was definitely some 
pressure to repeat as 
municipal cup winners in 
the friendly race.

“I think we did great, 
wish we could have 
walked away with the 
trophy for the second year 
running, but we still have 
two more races,” she said. 
“It’s kind of  like proud 
mama moment. We won 
last year, so there was 
kind of  a lot of  pressure 
to win this year too, but 
I’m so proud of  the team 
and all of  the work we’ve 
done so far.”

Gromacki also said the 
event is great for bonding 
the region together for a 
great cause.

“It goes a long way. 
We had a lot of  response 
even from just patrons at 
the facilities who saw the 
posters asking to come 
out and cheer, it has been 
a lot of  fun.”

The Aurora team will 
begin their corporate 
fundraising campaign in 
the fall to help the United 
Way reach it’s goal.

Although the day’s 
events were about 
having fun and raising 
awareness, Zanotti 
reiterated the dire need 
for services and help 
within York Region.

“The demand for 
social services is 
outgrowing the supply,” 
he said. “What makes a 
neighbourhood great, 
more than roads, sewers 
and stores are places 

where people can go get 
involved and find the help 
they need. We know that 
communities with formal 
and informal support 
have better health, higher 
educational achievement, 
better economical growth 
and lower crimes rates. 
We know that with friends 
like you, we can make our 
great neighbourhoods in 
this region even greater 
for all.”

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

“Keeping your dreams...safe!”

From page 11

News on grant  
due this fall
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By Gill Hall

In 2012, the Aurora 
Barbarian Senior Women 
saw their most successful 
season to date winning the 
Ontario Women’s League 
(OWL) championship.  

This is an 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
accomplishment for 
the ladies that is made 
even more impressive 
as they did it with a 
perfect 12-0 record, 
and 10-0 in the regular 
season combined with 
two playoff  wins.  

After narrowly 
losing in the final the 
previous year to the 
Toronto Scottish, the 
women were hungry 
for another shot at the 
title.  With hard work and 
determination, the Barbs 
won game after game 
throughout the regular 
season and continued to 
push straight through to 

their second championship 
game in as many years; 
however 2012 would be 
different.  

Facing a very physical 
squad from Waterloo, the 
Barbs were able to work 
together and push through 

to their first OWL title in 
club history!  

 With the bar set high, 
the Barbs Women came into 
the 2013 season determined 
to show everyone that the 

previous year was no fluke 
and that they were still a 
force to be reckoned with.  

The Barbs finished 
the regular season with a 
9-1 record, falling only to 
the team from Waterloo 
who, no doubt, is looking 

to prove 
s o m e t h i n g 
after their loss 
in the 2012 
final.  

T h i s 
record is good 
enough for the 
B a r b a r i a n s 
to secure 
first place in 
the OWL and 
for a second 
c o n s e c u t i v e 
year claim the 

league title. 
Sport Aurora 

congratulates the Aurora 
Barbarian Senior Women 
on their success and 
wishes them all the best 
in the playoffs!
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There is no stopping the Aurora  
Barbarian Senior Women!

Jays push through to second round of playoffs against Orillia 
By Jeff Doner

They were pushed to 
the limit, but the Aurora 
Jays men’s baseball 
team dug deep and came 
out on top of  a do-or-die 
situation in game five 
against Clearview last 
week. 

The 9 – 5 win moved 
them on to the second 
round of  the North 
Dufferin Baseball 
League’s senior men’s 
playoffs against the 
Orillia Majors.

After forcing the 
Clearview Orioles up 
against the ropes early 
in the series with wins 
in games one and two, 
the Jays got complacent 
and allowed the Orioles 
to come back and tie the 
series.

But, after two 
consecutive losses, the 
Jays found life and 
were jolted for a big 
performance in game five.

Buoyed by a stellar 

performance from 
starting pitcher Brent 
Owen, the Jays rallied 
around their pitcher and 
everything seemed to fall 
into place.

After a tough loss in 
his last outing against the 
Orioles, Owen said there 
was no other option but 
to win.

“It felt awesome to get 
back on the horse,” he 
said postgame. “It really 
sucked losing last game. 
It hurt. So, it was a tough 
loss, which made it feel 
even better to get this 
win. I pumped myself  
up before the game. All I 
wanted to do was get here 
and throw some strikes.”

After giving up one 
run in the top of  the 
first, Owen settled in and 
made short work of  the 
Clearview batters.

But it wasn’t until the 
bottom of  the second that 
a raucous Jays squad got 
the run back and took the 
lead.

Catcher Chris Fafalios 
walked and was driven 
in by Chris Rettie for the 
Jays’ first run.

The one-two punch of  
Stephen Vallee and Chris 
Bloom were once again 
dynamic for the Jays at 
the top of  the batting 
order and were catalysts 
in the Jays taking a 4 – 1 
lead in the inning.

From then on, Owen 
added to his strikeout 
total and kept the Orioles 
at bay.

Fafalios and his hot bat 
kept things rolling for the 
Jays in the bottom of  the 
fourth inning by turning 
a single into a double on 
one of  many throwing 
errors by the Orioles. 
Vallee would drive in 
Fafalios soon after to 
increase their lead 5 – 1.

Then the bats came out 
again in the bottom of  
the fifth, to help the Jays 
jump out to a 9 – 1 lead.

In the top of  the sixth, 
Owen got himself  into a 

bit of  trouble, giving up 
four runs to Clearview, 
but he managed to escape 
the inning with a four run 
lead.

With the game almost 
in the bag, dependable 
closer Zack Wiseman 
relieved Owen to save the 
game and lock down a 9 – 
5 win.

“We all hit, the defence 
was good for the most part, 
which helped us come 
away with the series,” 
Vallee said.  “We’re 
definitely feeling good 
about things right now. 
The biggest thing tonight 
was that we saw a lot of  
positive energy that we 
didn’t see in games three 
and four when we were 
flat. Tonight everybody 
was cheering and on their 
toes.”

Vallee said even 
though his team were the 
favourites heading into 
the series, the Jays were 
pushed by the Orioles.

“I definitely give kudos 
to Clearview for playing 
really hard. They caught 
us off-guard in game three 
and pushed really hard 
in game four, but I think 
tonight we all proved that 
we are the better team,” 
he said.

Added Owen: “Tonight 

things went well. The guys 
were pumped and good 
things are happening,” 
he said. “If  we keep our 
energy up like it was 
tonight, we’re unbeatable. 
That’s just how it is. The 
last two games have been 
flat, so we just need to 
keep the energy in it and 
we’ll be fine.”

They’re now looking 
ahead to their next series 
against Orillia, the Jays 
will look to keep the 
momentum going and the 
intensity at a high against 
a team that the Jays were 
unable to beat in the 
regular season.

“It’s going to be a tough 
series,” said Mike Keon. 
“Orillia was one of  the 

top teams all year long. 
The schedule is a little 
unusual as Orillia has 
home field advantage, but 
the first two games are 
in Aurora. With that it 
will be very important to 
play well in those first two 
games.”

Round two schedule 
against Orillia is as 
follows: Game one – 
Lambert Willson Park 
in Aurora on August 20 
at 7.30 p.m., game two at 
Stewart Burnett Park 
in Aurora on August 22, 
with the following three 
games slated to be played 
in Aurora.

Visit www.ndbl.ca 
for stats, scores and 
schedules.

The Jays celebrate after their all-important win against 
Clearview.    Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

Photo by Leighton Chong
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Aurora Youth 
Soccer Club

GIRLS

U13
Lifestyles Home 
Creations, 
Maroon 3 - 
G. Bennett, C. 
Kenwell, P. Semple. 
Guaranteed 
Roofing, Emerald 
3 - 
T. Britton, T. 
Vierling. 

U13 
Scotia Bank, 
Scarlet 0 
CGI, Black 4 - 
V. Carriere 2, S. 
Naumoski, A. 
Maugeri. 

U13 
Sky 1 - 
A. Therkildsen. 
Home Hardware, 
Gold 5 - 
C. Brown 2, 
A. McGregor, 
J. Sproul, B. 
MacFarlane.

BOYS

U12
Wilson Baliff, 
Scarlet 2 - 
E. Krawcyzyk, G. 
Gatzopoulos. 
Micronex, Gold 7 -
C. Williams 4, 
A. Miranda 2, 
E. McGill, W. 
Sherman. 

U13
ICE Photo, Sky 2 - 
C. Bloor, L. 
Campisi. 
Soccer Nation, 
Lime 6 - 

D. Pelipeako 3, K. 
Gillies, D. Kislev, A. 
Kahal.

U14-15
Sky 4 Soccer Nation,
Lime 5

U16-18 
Upper Canada 
Mall,
Silver 1 - 
F. De Buono.
Upper Canada 
Mall, Gold 3  
E. Balkovec 2,  
J. Huynh. 

U16-18 Upper 
Canada Mall, 
Black 2 - 
 A. Noguera, G. 
Robinson. Upper 
Canada Mall,
Emerald 4 - 
T. Kiriakakis 2, 
A. Marsland, D. 
Franko.

August 6

U16-18 
Upper Canada 
Mall,
Silver 1 - 
F. De Buono. 
Upper Canada 
Mall, Gold 6  
E. Balkovec 3,  
M. Smith 2,  
A. De Roos.

U16-18
Upper Canada 
Mall, Emerald 2 - 
A. Marsland, T. 
Kiriakakis. 
Upper Canada 
Mall,  
Scarlet 6    

HOUSE LEAGUE RESULTS:   August 12 - August 15,  2013

Serpa
Respect. Trust. Enjoy.

Sponsored by: 

Scores 
compiled 
by Virginia

We are proud of our  U12 
Team Girls  who won the 
OLE INTERNATIONAL TOUR-
NAMENT in Fort Ann, New 
York on July 20/21, 2013.  
The competitive teams were 
from the eastern USA.  The 
girls played hard and came 
away with 3 wins and a tie 
to finish in first place in the 
tournament.  Coaches Paul 
Waddell and Christine Fras-
er were impressed with the 
great effort and team work 
from all the players. This is 
the second tournament win 
of the season for the team 
after winning the AURORA 
CANAM TOURNAMENT on 
June 23, 2013.   

Aurora 
Stingers 
U13 Girls 
Team 2– 

Win 2013 
McGarrigle Cup

The Stingers are truly 
blessed to have Carter as 
a Teammate.  Speaking on  
behalf of the Team, Coach-
ing Staff and Parents it was 
an honour and pleasure.

OLE International Tournament Champions! 

“Pink” Campaign At Sting-
er Cup: Saturday Aug. 24th 
10am-noon. Please look for 
the 1998 Girls in their pink 
jerseys at Sheppard’s Bush 
and Magna Fields. They 
are winding down their  
season-long fundraising for 
Southlake Hospital’s Images 
for Life campaign through 
the  sales   of pink and black 
AYSC caps. Please help    sup-
port our hospital and pur-
chase a cap for $15. Thanks!
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This is a 
great time at 
the Aurora 
F a r m e r s ’ 
Market and 
Artisan Fair. 
Our talented 
artisans have 
had several 
months to 
design and 
create their 
stunning, one 
of  a kind pieces 
and have a variety to choose 
from. 

If  you are looking for a 
special piece as a gift for the 
holidays, you might want 
to discuss your needs with 
the artisan of  your choice 
now to begin planning. The 
artists and mosaic makers, 
in particular, will need some 
time to craft that unique 
piece that you seek.

As families begin to 
return from holidays, 
the Market becomes very 
busy. What they will find 
waiting at the Market is an 
abundance of  fresh, local 
produce heaped on the 
farmers’ tables. 

On Saturday, I saw that 
several farmers had both 
pears and some early apples, 
along with plums, peaches, 
apricots, assorted berries, 
cantaloupe and watermelon. 

Of  course, there is still 
a lot of  delicious corn 
available and the Cooper 
Farm had their first delicate 
white corn of  this season. 
It’s my personal favourite. 
Willowtree Farm will have 
their own strawberries 
available until the frost. 
19th Avenue Farm had the 
most wonderful green 
Champagne grapes that 
were simply irresistible. 
Whatever your favourite 
fruit or vegetable is, you’ll 
likely find it now at the 
Market.

The next vendor I’d 
like to introduce you to is 
artist Sharon Pozner of  
The Yellow Studio. Sharon 
grew up in Toronto and 
Los Angeles. She was crazy 
about both animals and 
art from early childhood. 
She has had many pets 
throughout her entire life 
and almost became a vet. 

In her teens, Sharon won 
a scholarship to study art on 
Saturday mornings at the 
Ontario Art Gallery. Later 
she continued her studies 
at Three Schools of  Art in 
Toronto, at an art college 
in the Netherlands and at 
the Ottawa School of  Art. 
She worked as a caricature 
artist in the Ottawa Market 
for many summers, where 
she honed her drawing and 
people skills. 

She loves having 
children watch her at work 
and especially loves to see 
the smiles on people’s faces 
when they receive their 
caricature or portrait.

It was through her work 
as a dog walker that she 
came to understand and 
appreciate dogs, in all their 
wonderful varieties. Her 
own two dogs are her pride 
and joy. She wanted to try 
to paint dogs and started 
with a small painting of  a 
friend’s two cocker spaniels. 
Encouraged by the result, 
she continued. When she 
moved to Stouffville, she 
began to paint animal 
portraits in earnest. When 
you look at her work, you 
can readily see how well she 
captures the likeness of  the 
animals she paints.

Sharon’s Yellow Studio is 
new to the Market this year. 

At her booth you’ll see 
her beautiful portraits 
of  dogs, cats and horses 
in acrylic on canvas and 
sometimes in watercolour. 
She also paints horses in 
the landscape around York 
Region. She can create a 
quick watercolour sketch 

of  you or your 
dog right on 
the spot. Or 
you can send 
her an email 
with a picture 
of  your pet(s), 
or she can take 
a photograph, 
and from that, 
produce a 
detailed work 
in acrylic on 
canvas within 

a few weeks.
Sharon grew up eating 

delicious Jewish food 
made by her Mother and 
Grandmother. This is one of  
the recipes they all loved.

CABBAGE BORSHT
2 lbs. soup meat (brisket 

or flank) cut into cubes
2 - 3 soup bones
3 qts. Water 
½ head of  green cabbage-

chopped
28 oz.can of  tomatoes
Tomato paste to taste
½ cup brown sugar
2 tsp. lemon juice
Salt and pepper to taste
Cut up the meat into 

cubes. Add the meat and 
the soup bones to the water. 
Bring to a boil and skim off  
the foam.

Reduce the heat and 
add remaining ingredients. 
Cover the pot and simmer for 
3 hours.

You could add more sugar 
if  a sweeter soup is desired.

This soup freezes very 
well and serves 8-10 people. It 
is taken from the cookbook, 
“Second Helpings Please”. 

The next special event 
at the Market is our 
Community Corn Roast 
next week on August 24. 
We will be grilling large 
quantities of  local corn 
from our farmers with the 
proceeds going to the Food 
Pantry. 

As our entertainment 
for that day, we will be 
presenting Town Council’s 
very own Kouncil Kritters 
and also the Thursday Night 
Jam Band. The latter band 
always requests that people 
bring donations to the Food 
Pantry whenever they play-
--in a truly community-
minded and generous spirit. 

It promises to be another 
wonderful day at the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market and 
Artisan Fair, so plan to join 
us.

Coming Events

Film ratings courtesy of the Ontario FIlm Review Board, 1075 Millwood Road, 1-800-268-6024, www.ofrb.gov.on.ca

                          For more information:
 Visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762

Movies begin at dusk.  Please bring your own lawn chairs and blankets.
** We will gladly accept non-perishable food items for the Aurora Food Pantry**

Tuesday, August 27, 2013
THE CROODS  (rated G) 
Hickson Park - Borealis Avenue and Conover Avenue 
Generously sponsored by 

Wednesday, August 28, 2013
BACK TO THE FUTURE  (rated PG) 
Aurora Town Park - Wells Street and Mosley Street
Generously sponsored by 

MOVIES  IN  THE  PARK

ANOTHER EXCITING EVENT BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Thursday, August 29, 2013
X-MEN: The Last Stand  (rated PG)  
Norm Weller Park - at McClellan Way
Generously sponsored by

No payment, no interest plans available OAC - See store for details.

Newmarket | 20 Davis Dr | 905.953.9025
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SmartStrand Silk with DuPont Sorona is the ONLY luxuriously soft carpet that cleans with just water 
and has built-in stain and soil protection that never washes or wears off.

Now only $3.29 SQ FT

MOHAWK® SMARTSTRAND® SILK CARPET™

Run Date: Aug 21, 28, Sept 4, 2013 Aurora Newspaper
(3.4" x 6.07") Full Colour EOR#5861

JUNE 19 – SEPTEMBER 3
The Aurora Cultural Centre 

will host MY AURORA! 150 
youth/150 years Photo and 
Creative Writing Exhibit 
in honour of  Aurora’s 
Sesquicentennial. Aurora youth 
have been invited to support the 
creation of  a community art 
project celebrating the Town’s 
150th anniversary - through their 
distinctive words and images. 
What does Aurora mean to you? 
Where is your favourite space/
place in Aurora? If  you had a wish 
for Aurora, what would it be? In 
150 years, the future youth will be 
able to see your images and read 
your words - what would you like 
them to see & read? Participating 
youths have submitted their 
poems, stories and messages or 
have created a visual answer 
to the questions “what is your 
Aurora?”. The submissions are 
printed and are now waiting 
for the rest of  the community 
to join in the celebration! The 
words and images are waiting to 
be experienced in the Great Hall 
Gallery - come and enjoy!

JULY 25 – AUGUST 29
Eating Disorders of  York 

Region presents a new yoga 
program; a gentle form of  
stretching and physical activity 
facilitated by Natalie George, 
a certified yoga instructor. 
Six Thursdays beginning July 
25. $60 for six weeks. Sessions 
begin at 6.15 p.m. at EDOYR’s 
headquarters at 15213 Yonge 
Street, Suite 15 in Aurora. No 
previous experience is necessary. 
Yoga mats will be provided, or 
people can bring their own. For 
more information, visit www.
edoyr.com or call 905-886-6632, or 
email info@edoyr.com. 

AUGUST 14 – 24
Theatre Aurora presents 

Tuesdays With Morrie, the 
acclaimed play based on Mitch 
Albom’s bestselling memoir of  
his relationship with his college 
professor. Sixteen years after 
graduation, Mitch happens to 
catch Morrie’s appearance on 
a television news program and 
learns that his old professor is 
battling Lou Gehrig’s Disease. 
Mitch is reunited with Morrie, 
and what starts as a simple visit 
turns into a weekly pilgrimage 
and a last class in the meaning 
of  life. For show times and 
ticket information, visit www.
theatreaurora.com.

ONGOING
Women’s Centre of  York 

Region is collecting Personal 
Care Products (ex. Shampoo, 
shower gel) to support financially 
vulnerable clients. If  you would 
like to participate in this drive, 
please drop off  your new/unused 
donations at 120 Harry Walker 
Parkway, Newmarket, Monday to 
Friday, 9-4.30 p.m., or call/visit us 
at 905-853-9270 or www.wcyr.ca.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21
Come out to Town Park 

tonight from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. for A 
Tribute to Billy Joel. Close your 
eyes and you’re at a performance 
of  The Piano Man himself. It 
promises a great night of  music 
featuring Jeff  Brewer. This is 
the eighth and final event in this 
year’s Concerts in the Park series 
offered by the Town of  Aurora. 
Don’t forget to bring a donation to 
the Aurora Food Pantry! 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22
EVENING WITH THE 

CURATOR AT HILLARY HOUSE 
– Caring for Ceramics: Learn 
about the types, handling, 
conservation, care and 
preservation of  ceramics in this 
hands-on workshop.  Running 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., Nicola 
Jago will teach participants to 
apply the conservation methods 
they have learned to their own 
precious ceramics at home. $20 
general admission, $15 for AHS 
members. Call 905-727-8991 to 
register.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 24
York Support Services will 

be selling tickets for the Magna 
Hoedown today at the Aurora 
Car Wash (Aurora Plaza at the 
northwest corner of  Yonge and 
Murray Drive) today from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Buy three raffle tickets 
for $20 and receive a free car 
wash!

* * * *  
Come out to the Aurora 

Farmers’ Market today for the 
Community Corn Roast starting 
at 11 a.m. All are welcome to 
celebrate the fabulous crops of  
corn farmers have been diligently 
growing and harvesting. 
Entertainment will be provided 
by The Thursday Night Jam 
Band and the Kouncil Kritters. 
All proceeds from the Corn Roast 
will be donated to the Aurora 
Food Pantry.

* * * * 
Book a session for a family 

portrait to remember at Hillary 
House today with a one-of-a-kind 
opportunity with photographer 
Karen Merk. Capture and 
preserve memories of  your fun-
filled morning at the beautiful 
National Historic Site. Karen 
will make your family feel at 
ease while the unique images 
will forever connect you with 

your town’s heritage. Plus, you 
can feel good knowing that some 
of  the proceeds from the session 
will help support the ongoing 
restoration of  the site. 10 a.m. – 
12 p.m. For more information, 
contact the Aurora Historical 
Society at 905-727-8991.

* * * *
Beacon Hall Golf  Club 

celebrates its 25th anniversary 
this evening. Opening ceremonies 
get underway at 6 p.m.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25
“Walk Across Canada” 

today to help raise awareness of  
eating disorders. Enjoy a fun-
filled family event from 10 a.m. 
to 12 noon with a 2km stroll 
along the river at the Tannery 
in Newmarket. Live music, 
geocaching and prizes. Visit 
www.edoyr.com for details and 
downloads. The “Remembering 
Renata” walk begins at 10.00 
a.m. in Newfoundland, continues 
at 10 a.m. in Newmarket 
and concludes at 10 a.m. on 
Vancouver Island.  Enjoy a fun 
day and show your support!  Tax 
deductible donations may be 
made online.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

The Aurora Public Library 
presents “Money Talks$: How 
to Select Investments.” This 
is a free monthly discussion 
and education group to share 
unbiased experience and 
knowledge in financial planning. 
The presentation will be followed 
with a Q&A. The informal group 
is dedicated to help people start 
investing or become better 
investors. Beginners and experts 
are invited. No products or 
services will be offered or sold – 
directly or indirectly. Meetings 
are the first Wednesday of  the 
month beginning at 7 p.m. in the 
Library’s Magna Room. To pre-
register, call 905-727-9494 x.275. 
           FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

The Aurora St. Andrew’s 
Scottish Dancing Group kicks 
off  the dancing season at St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
Hall on Victoria (at Mosley) 
from 10.30 a.m. to 12.15 p.m. 
Come out to dance Reels and 
Strathspeys. You don’t have 
to be Scottish and you don’t 
require a partner. For more 
information, call Agnes at 905-
841-2747

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
“Local Colour” promotes 

local visual artists in the 
community. Join us for this 
unique art show and sale being 
held at the Sherman J. Studio. 
Explore the studio and the 
grounds where the artists work 
while viewing paintings created 
by emerging and established 
award-winning artists. 10 a.m. – 
6 p.m. 89 Temperance Street. For 
more information, call 905-726-
8883.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
The Aurora-Newmarket 

Parkinson Superwalk will take 
place today at Newmarket’s Fairy 
Lake. Registration, speeches 
and a yoga demonstration by 
The Royal Pathways, Inc. get 
underway at 9.30 a.m. under the 
main pavilion closest to the Water 
Street Entrance. Walk begins at 
10.30 a.m. For more information, 
or to volunteer, please call Kim 
Rouse-Parypa at 905-713-0774, or 
email kimrp@sympatico.ca. For 
more information on Parkinson’s 
or to register online, visit www.
parkinsonsuperwalk.ca.

* * * *  
Local cyclists will be 

hopping on their bikes for the 
long haul for the annual charity 
bike ride Ride for Karen. The 
Ride is held each year as a 
tribute to the life and legacy of  
Karen Tobias, who passed away 
at 53 after a battle with breast 
cancer. As a tribute to her 
commitment to helping others, 
her sons created this premiere 
cycling event. Now in its 12th 
year, the event has raised over 
$1.8 million, with 100% of  the 
proceeds donated to help send 
children with cancer to camp. 
For routes and to take part, 
visit www.rideforkaren.com. 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Garden Aurora! The Aurora 
Garden Club invites you to hear 
Tom Brown and Susan Meisner 
speak on the Making Of  Spindle 
Tree Gardens, a breathtaking 
labour of  love spread over 20 
acres. Be inspired by 1000’s of  
bulbs, perennial walks, rose 
gardens and a unique walled 
kitchen garden at 8 p.m. at the 
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 
Industrial Parkway North. For 
more information, visit www.
gardenaurora.com. 

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman
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By Vanessa Hicks
Program Manager, Heritage Planning

Town of Aurora

The 8th annual Doors Open Aurora 
event took place Saturday, August 17 and 
featured 16 sites of  natural, architectural 
and historical significance. 

The beautiful sunny weather made for 
a great day of  exploration 
for both local visitors and 
guests from neighbouring 
communities. 

Doors Open Aurora 
volunteers were eager 
to help individuals plan 
their day and provide 
expert knowledge and 
guided tours full of  
history. 

At Merlin’s Hollow, 
visitors marvelled at the 
garden tour led by Deirdre 
Tomlinson. Despite the 
time of  year, many were 
surprised to see the 
garden in full bloom with 
vibrant colours. 

Horton Place also 
intrigued guests with its 
Italianate architectural 
style that graced both the interior and 
exterior of  the property.  

Approximately 40 people took part in 
David Heard’s “Vision to Virtue Aurora: 
The Little Town that Did” walking tour. 
David enthusiastically shared stories 
of  Aurora’s unique 150 year history 
while guiding participants through the 
community. 

Volunteers at Hillary House kept 

everyone entertained with a variety of  fun 
activities which included croquet and lawn 
bowling. 

At the Charles Henry Sheppard House, 
visitors toured the grounds of  the estate 
and learned about the Windfall Ecology 
Centre while appreciating the picturesque 
forest landscape. 

The Aurora Public Library participated 
this year by featuring 
displays that highlighted 
the different buildings 
that the public facility 
once occupied.  

Visitors here also 
heard from Jacqueline 
Stuart, who shared her 
knowledge of  historic 
artefacts. At the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, guests 
were invited to explore 
the various art displays 
and learn the history of  
the former Church Street 
School building. 

The Town of  Aurora 
Heritage Advisory 
Committee would like 
to extend their gratitude 
to The Auroran for 
featuring all of  the Doors 

Open Aurora articles over the past few 
weeks. 

Sincere thanks also to everyone who 
opened their homes, businesses and 
institutions to the public and encouraged 
the community to experience Aurora’s rich 
cultural heritage. 

Most of  all, thank you to the volunteers 
who assisted in making this year’s event 
such a resounding success!

“like” 
us on

for your chance  

to win

with

14785 Yonge Street, Aurora ON
905-841-9500  |  www.edwardstreet.ca

fOr edwArd Street mArket, biStrO, cAteriNg
SimplY bY clickiNg “like”

WIN A $100
meAl cArd

“lIke” motorINg.cA ANd you couldLast Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE Another great year for  
Doors Open Aurora 

thanks to Community Volunteers
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DOORS OPEN ACROSS AURORA
1 2

3 4 5

6 7

8

1. Will L’Heureux of Stouffville is invited by Beverley Wood to take a closer look at Trinity Anglican Church’s baptismal font as Dan Schreim looks on. 2. Susan  
Walker-Ing of SOYRA paints Hillary House from Victoria Hall. 3. Over at Hillary House, Sian and Claire Layton of the Aurora Historical Society helped simulate an  
archeological dig. 4. Taking a break from coordinating Doors Open, Vanessa Hicks of the Town of Aurora stops by Windfall Ecology Centre at Sheppard’s Bush. 5.  
Prospective tenants of the two-legged and four-legged variety – Julie and “Goliath” Powell – were eager to check out the Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts. 6. Historian 
David Heard lead a packed crowd on a walking tour of points of local interest, including the Aurora Cultural Centre. 7. Next door at the Aurora Public Library, Jacqueline 
Stuart let people take a closer look at significant local artefacts. 8. John McIntyre offered Doors Open-goers a rare glimpse inside his landmark Horton Place Home.

Auroran photos by David Falconer and Brock Weir
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Fresh Local ORIGINAL

4
GREAT
SUMMER

BEERS

TO SUMMER

$8.95
AT THESE LCBO LOCATIONS
Now Available

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD & BAYVIEW AVE

DAVIS & YONGE

LESLIE & DAVIS DRIVE
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and how it can 
be prevented in 
the future, has 
been revealed.  
What has been 
revealed? The 
skilful way 
politicians and 
political staffers 
alike can avoid 
a n s w e r i n g 
straightforward 
q u e s t i o n s . 
It’s pretty 
disheartening.

And at the 
municipal level? 
Well, what can 
one say about 
the goings on 
in the council 
chambers of  the 
towns and cities 

in our fair province?  
The City of  Toronto 

stumbles on amidst yet 
more allegations swirling 
around their Mayor. In  
York Region, we have front 
page news in the Toronto 
Star about a Markham 
Councillor walking out 
of  a “secret” meeting to 
discuss the controversial 
Arena deal. With hundreds 
of  millions of  dollars at 
issue, the Arena brouhaha 
will only get worse in the 
months to come.

And, closer to home we 
have our own controversies 
brewing.  Not least of  
which is the now approved 
Council motion to use the 
Hydro reserve fund as an 
“internal loan” or debt 
financing source.  

It is to be used to partially 
fund the cost of  the Joint 
operations centre and the 
youth centre – the cost of  
which is over $21 million 
dollars.  What to do with 
the substantial monies in 
the Hydro reserve has been 
a controversial subject 
for years now and using 
it to cover debt – albeit 
temporarily – is sure to 
ramp up the rhetoric 
considerably. When folks 
get back from vacation 
and start paying attention 
again, that is.

Anyway, there you have 
it.  Politics at all levels is as 
engaging and frustrating 
as always…even in the 
doldrums of  summer.

That’s all for this week, 
until next week, stay 
informed, stay involved 
because this is after all, 
Our Town.

This week 
it was difficult 
to choose just 
one topic from 
the veritable 
smorgasbord 
of  political 
s t o r i e s 
c u r r e n t l y 
d o m i n a t i n g 
the headlines.  

At the 
Federal level, 
we have the 
o n g o i n g 
S e n a t e 
shenanigans 
that have 
c e r t a i n l y 
heated up 
substantially 
with the 
Wallin audit 
revelations. I am glad 
that the government 
has decided to audit all 
Senators’ expenses. I have 
long thought that it was a 
bit unfair to focus on the 
four boldface Senators 
(Duffy, Brazeau, Harb, 
Wallin). Yes, their expense 
account abuses do appear 
to be egregious.  And 
the Keystone Cops-like 
approach to managing the 
scandal does not help the 
situation.  It doesn’t take 
an IT genius to figure out 
when you’ve altered your 
e-calendar for example. 
And “secret” cheques don’t 
stay secret for very long.

However, regardless 
of  how one feels about 
the antics of  the four 
named Senators, I would 
hazard a guess that they 
are not alone in their 
“misinterpretation” of  the 
rules.  

Either everyone is 
audited, or no one.  

Singling out a few for 
inquisition and slaughter 
as sacrificial lambs does 
nothing to improve the 
public’s opinion of  the 
house of  sober second 
thought.  It does the exact 
opposite, in fact.  

It gives the impression 
that their antics are merely 
the tip of  the iceberg. 

By reviewing every 
Senator’s accounts 
(something that should be 
done as a matter of  course 
on a fairly regular basis), 
it will be demonstrated, 
hopefully, that the vast 
majority of  Senators are 
not abusing the public’s 
purse.

At the provincial level, 
we have the continuing 
debacle of  the gas plant 
cancellation investigatory 
committee meetings. 
Senior staff  from former 
Premier McGuinty’s office 
are now being paraded in 
front of  the committee to 
answer for their roles in 
the whole mess.   

Well, “answer for” may 
be too strong a descriptor 
of  their appearances 
before the committee as, 
from what I have read and 
seen, they’ve answered 
very little.  The verbal 
gymnastics of  the folks 
before the committee is 
quite extraordinary.  

Non-answer answers 
seem to be the order of  
the day.  It has become 
an absolute circus.  The 
purpose of  the meetings 
seems lost amidst 
the partisan political 
posturing and pot-shot 
taking across the table. 
Regardless of  one’s 
political stripes, one would 
have to agree that as an 
exercise in transparency, 
these hearings have failed 
completely. 

Nothing of  substance 
about how this happened, 
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Call 905.833.5311
to book your table at York Region’s Most Historic Restaurant

Don’t forget about our

September 7th, join us in

The Hunt Pub for

EVERY SUNDAY
FROM 11AM TO 3PM

LOBSTER FEST
and Juno award-nominated a capella group,

  Cadence!
All you can eat
lobster for $40 per person
Space and Lobster are limited,
so call to book your table now! 
Musical act starts at 7:30 p.m.
Lobster available
until they are
gone!

Follow us on Twitter @HogansInn
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POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

The 
Summer 

Doldrums?

Dale Sheldrake directs Theatre Aurora’s current  
production of Tuesdays with Morrie, a play based on 
the autobiographical bestseller by Mitch Albom.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Director gets back to the heart of the matter at Theatre Aurora
By Brock Weir

In his professional 
career, Dale Sheldrake 
spends most of  his time 
either behind the camera 
or in the darkness of  the 
editing booth. 

A few years ago, 
however, the Aurora 
resident started making 
inroads into the theatre 
world and now his 
neighbours can see the 
fruits of  his labour. 

Mr. Sheldrake 
directs Mitch Albom’s 
“Tuesday’s With Morrie” 
at Theatre Aurora, a 
show which runs at select 
dates and times through 
Saturday.

Prolific in the 
film industry, he is 
comfortable in a world 
where the story is put 
together in tiny pieces 
and then stitched together 
into some semblance of  
order through the magic 
of  editing. Having a story 
unfold as it should, in the 
right order, with actors 
giving it their all in a live 
environment is a very 
different environment 
all together and Mr. 
Sheldrake was more than 
ready for the challenge.

“Live performance 
is always special,” he 
says. “It is a very human 
connection in a live 
performance, whether 
you see a guy playing in 
a local bar or a busker. 
There is a real community 
and social aspect to it. 
With any social media 
today, any opportunity to 
be involved in something 
community-based or 
socially-based is a plus. 

“Having a real-time 
story with drama as an 
emotion is another key 
thing. The audience is 
experiencing the emotion 
immediately from what 
they are watching. The 
emotion is coming from 
the actors and the staging 
and all their choice. 
You can be effected by 
watching a movie, but it is 
different when you’re up 
there and you see a real 
person who is eliciting 

that emotion from you.”
“Morrie” follows 

the story of  Mitch, 
a 40-something who 
reconnects with his 
favourite college 
professor, Morrie, who is 
in the late stages of  ALS, 
or Lou Gehrig’s Disease. 
As the two men discuss 
life and death, they learn 
about themselves and 
each other in ways that 
tug on the heartstrings 
but can also make you 
laugh. 

For a two-person show, 
there is no shortage of  
emotion coming from 
the actors, and that is 
part of  what appealed to 
Mr. Sheldrake when he 
applied to direct the play. 
Storytelling was what 
attracted him into the 
media and entertainment 
industry in the first place 
although, he says, it took 
him some 20 years to 
realise that. 

“Even in the film work 
I do, the post-production 
is often about the story 
and the characters and 
trying to have the arc 
of  both of  those make 
sense for the stories, 
the characters, and the 
audience,” he says. “[In 
this play], Morrie starts 
off  as a very active and 
vivacious personality 
and by the end he is, of  
course, practically an 
invalid.

“Mitch’s evolution in 
the story is more towards 
those things that Morrie 
has already understood. 
In a subtle way, he is 
trying to pull Mitch 
along in the direction he 
knows he should go to 
become a better person, 

a real person, and a more 
authentic self.”

When people head 
home after seeing the 
play, Mr. Sheldrake says 
he hopes they leave with 
a sense they should do 
something in their lives 
that has meaning to do 
and is worth the effort to 
get there.

“I hope they walk out 
and say, ‘I am going to 

do that thing I always 
wanted to do and I don’t 
care how long it takes me 
and I don’t care how much 
time I have left. I’m going 
to try it because it will 
give me some satisfaction 
in my life.’”

For tickets and 
show times, visit www.
theatreaurora.com or call 
905-727-3669. 
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This week, I am going to 
discuss how to replace the 
most important feature in 
your home: that’s right, the 
King’s throne, the humble 
toilet. 

This is a relatively easy 
job, but it must be done 
correctly. 

There are many reasons 
to change your toilet: it 
could be cracked, could 
be leaking around the 
base, normal means of  
unclogging it just won’t do, 
you are looking to upgrade 
to a water saving toilet, or 
you simply want a more 
modern looking throne. 

All good reasons to 
change it!

The first thing you do, 
before you go out and buy 
the new one, is to do some 
measuring. You need to 

measure from the back of  
the wall to the bolt on either 
side of  the toilet that holds 
the fixture in place. This 
will give you your rough 
measurement and the size 
of  toilet you can install in 
this space. 

You must do this step 
otherwise you will end up 
buying a toilet that just 
won’t fit!

Once you have finished 
measuring, there are three 
things you will need to do 
the actual replacement: 

1. a toilet!
2. a wax ring with bolts, 

and; 
3. a braided flex hose .
With those materials at 

hand, it is on to the job of  
replacing the toilet. You 
first turn off  the water 
from the valve on the left-

hand side 
of  the toilet. 
Then, flush the 
toilet (this will 
get rid of  most 
of  the water 
left in the 
fixture). You 
can use a small 
cup or sponge 
to remove any 
r e m a i n i n g 
water in the 
bowl and tank.

Once all 
the water is 
removed, the next step is 
to remove the hose that is 
attached from the toilet 
to the water valve. Then 
remove the bolts that hold 
the toilet in place – the bolts 
are on either side of  the 
toilet. 

Once that is done, you 

are ready to 
remove the 
toilet itself. Lift 
from the bowl, 
not the tank, 
and straight 
up once the 
seal has been 
broken. Then 
then take 
that old thing 
outside and get 
rid of  it!

Once that 
is done, and 
while you are 

working on replacing the 
toilet, make sure to take a 
cloth (a clean cloth!) and 
put it in a plastic bag and 
plug up the drain hole so no 
sewer gases escape. Then, 
clean up the area, remove 
any and all of  the old wax, 
and clean up the floor.

Once you have a nice 
clean area to work with, 
you are ready to put in that 
new toilet. Installing the 
new one is like removing 
the old one but in reverse. 
First remove the bag with 
the cloth in it from the hole, 
then take the new wax ring 
and place it around the hole 
at the bottom of  the toilet 
(it will stick there while you 
put the toilet in place). 

Next, have the bolts 
ready on either side of  the 
flange and then pick up the 
toilet (from the bowl again 
not the tank!) and drop the 
bowl in place – slowly! – 
making sure the bolts are 
lined up with the holes in 
the toilet. 

When the toilet is down, 
give it a slight turn (and I 
mean slight!) to make sure 

the wax ring has made 
contact. Then, you tighten 
the bolts.  Make sure you 
hand tighten them, but not 
too tight as you will crack 
the porcelain.  When that 
is all done, you are ready to 
hook up the water with that 
new flex hose.  

Turn the water on, 
flush it to make sure it is 
working, check for leaks 
and voila! You are good to 
go and enjoy your throne!

Until next week, 
remember a good job, is a 
job well done! 

Also, if  you have any 
questions you can reach 
me at www.facebook.com/
anastasisdesign or on 
twitter, @ADesign_build 
and email, of  course, at 
A n a s t a s i s @ a n a s t a s i s 
design.ca.

ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

Game of 
“Thrones”

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS who enjoy
cleaning, to apply.  Own vehicle with km paid. 

All local driving. 2 positions available to fill. 
Someone with good leadership skills.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300 ext. 102       Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

HELP WANTED

Simcoe York Group of Newspapers
“A Division of London Publishing”
Your Community Newspapers

POSITION SUMMARY:
Acting as an inside, telemarketing Junior Sales Representative, 
develops and sells commercial advertising space, to current and 
prospective advertisers through regular contact. Operates within 
assigned territory to develop maximum revenue. 

Inside Sales Representative/Telemarketing

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Developing territory: Contact with current and prospective clients.
•  All paper work associated with the advertising ordering and billing process 

to be correctly completed and submitted in a timely manner.
• Projects effi cient, confi dent and professional appearance and mannerisms.
•  Responsive to customer needs, identifi es customer complaints and ensures 

all complaints are resolved.

• Perform all other duties as assigned by the Manager.

EXPECTATIONS:
•  Have an understanding of all applicable York Simcoe Group of Newspapers 

and corresponding rates.
•  Must have a good understanding of your territory and clients, 

their potential and opportunities for growth.
•  Is willing to invest the appropriate amount of time required 

to maximize your territory’s potential.
•  Be required to own your own reliable vehicle. Possess good oral 

and written communication skills.

• Have a positive attitude and care about your clients.

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Sales Driven
• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Great Interpersonal Skills

PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUMÉ TO:
karin@simcoeyorkprinting.com

ONE OF NORTH AMERICA’S 
LARGEST financial services 
companies is rapidly expand-
ing in this area. If  you desire a 
dynamic career with excellent  
income potential, call Ruth 
Greaves at 1-888-240-4767.

LOST & FOUND

CAREER

FOUND – A set of  GM car 
keys in the area of  Baywell 
Crescent, Aurora. Incl. auto-
matic door unlock. To claim, 
call 647-680-8336.

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

CLEANING SERVICES

FOR SALE

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
PROFESSIONAL Trin-
ity Anglican Church, 
w w w. t r i n i t y a u r o r a .
ca,  is looking for an 
ECE/A for Sunday 
morning to care for 
nursery age children.  
Interested?  Resumes 
accepted until Aug. 23 
at  trinity@trinityau-
rora.ca

150

AURORA 

CAN
ADA’S BIRTHDAY TO

W
N150

HUGE 
GARAGE 

SALE 
133 McClellan 

Way,  
Saturday,  

August 24th  
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Rain 

date August 25. 

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

DryCleaners, Auroa 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

WE HONOUR ALL LOCAL 
COMPETITORS COUPONS 

crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Crystal WHITE Earn your
airmiles 
sponsor

IN MEMORIUM

McClure Illingworth, 
Dorothy Clark

Feb. 14, 1934 - Aug. 19, 2012 

In memory of a brilliant artist,  
loving daughter, wife, mother,  
stepmother and grandmother,
“I will remember you always,  
for this is the last letter” DCM

We miss you! 
Kelly, Chris, Andy and Maria,  

Megan, Kaya, Emma, Roger and Suzanne

PS We miss you too Dick!

FOR SALE – Vintage 
1950s gold couch with 
dark wood frame; pair 
of  1960s gold woven 
bucket chairs. Both in 
good condition. $200 
or best offer for set of  
three pieces. $100 or 
best offer for either 
couch or pair of  chairs. 
Call 905-727-6497.
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From page 14

Tree Services

Call Tony for a free estimate:

Schomberg Community
Servicing the surrounding areas:

Call Tony for a free estimate:  (647) 889-2852 or (905) 939-7278

• from one branch to entire tree
• complete removal  • stump grinding • Best Rates
• multiple tree removal • high risk
• diseased trees • storm damaged tree removal

Simply the best!
Will beat any 

written quotation.
FULLY INSURED – CONSUMERS’ FIRST CHOICE

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

CREMATION

CONTRACTOR

CLEANERS

AUTO GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTAL

MOVING

MEMORIAL

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

POWERWASH

PAINTER

TREE CARE

PHARMACY

REAL ESTATE

STONE

WATER

GARAGE DOOR  & ELECTRIC OPENERS

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

• Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
• Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
• Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

BE THERE 
WHEN YOUR  

SERVICES ARE 
NEEDED. 

ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPOT.

CALL: 905-727-3300

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

49$From *
NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK
INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

905-713-6420 • 15296 Yonge St. 
(NW side of Wellington)

RUST PROTECTION
79$ *99

www.transitauto.ca

• Call for details

• Call for details• Call for details

130 Hollidge Blvd., Suite B4, 
Aurora, Ontario

Hollidge Medical Centre 
Next door in Unit B6

905-841-5554
Compounding of 
Bio-Identical Hormone

IDA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

905-750-0008 Under New Management

Lowest Dispensing Fee In Town

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

THIS COULD BE YOUR SPOT 
Advertise Your 
Business Here
905-727-3300

• Basement • Bathroom • Kitchen

RENOVATION COMPANYLocal 
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE “Wide range of 

interior renovation”

Call Elio 416-882-7403
• Flooring • Doors & Trim • Additions

905-888-9500 
auroralandscape@gmail.com

Design•Patios•Decks•Cabanas

SHOWROOM • 16650 Jane Street-King City

Granite • Quartz • Marble

For FREE no obligation quote, email rough sketch to: info@diamondperfectstone.com

905-503-2222
www.dpscountertops.com KEEP THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE UNDERMOUNT SINK

FIREPLACES • TABLES
THRESHOLDS • SHOWER JAMS

We Fabricate and Install

COUNTERTOPS

905-727-138240 Industrial Pkwy S

Since 1978
Your full-service garage door 

and garage door opener experts 
serving York Region and surrounding areas!

Ask About CURRENT SPECIALS Available!

Book FREE no-obligation Home Market Evaluation!
FREE Home Inspection towards next home + more!*

Flexible Commissions! Why List With Anyone Else!

 
Main Street Realty Ltd., Brokerage, 150 Main St. S. Newmarket

Some Conditions Apply! Inquire! Not intended to solicit 
individuals under contract Call/Text Linda Stephens, 

Sales Representative 289-221-5999

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid  for your next airport or 
downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00. 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com    Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 

JOHN MALL PAINTING
Custom Painting From $2.50 per sq. ft.

Licenced & Insured 

Please call John 647-772-6026

Hundredss of satisfied customers 
2-year guarantee - FREE ESTIMATES 

Fall Special!
2 Rooms with trim  from $349

using Benjamin Moore paints
We also do exteriors

PKD Painting 
905-836-4347 or 905-251-1977

Local Newmarket company serving 
Newmarket, Aurora, Bradford since 1985

Briefly
KING HENRY’S CLOSURE

Aurora residents looking to kick back at King Henry’s Arms this week will find 
themselves disappointed. The popular pub on Yonge Street just south of  Orchard Heights 
Boulevard was shuttered last week after being served with an eviction notice for non-
payment of  rent. The Notice of  Termination was issued by bailiffs on Saturday. Restaurant 
owners were given until Wednesday to move out of  the unit, but calls to King Henry’s to see 
if  a deal could be reached had not been returned at press time.

ROBBERY SUSPECT IN COURT
49-year-old Leroy Robinson is expected to make a video appearance in a Newmarket 

court this Thursday. Robinson was arrested last Tuesday as the suspect in an early-
morning robbery with a hatchet at Mac’s, a convenience store located just east of  Yonge 
and Wellington. The altercation in which the suspect is alleged to have made off  with food 
and lottery tickets left a 73-year-old man in hospital. The victim has since been released.

SMASH A POT AT HILLARY HOUSE
There are still limited tickets available for this Thursday’s “Evening with the Curator” 

at Hillary House. “Caring for Ceramics” will be led by archeologist and curatorial assistant 
Nicola Jago as she teaches you how to handle, repair, and conserve ceramics. Tickets are $15 
for AHS members and $20 for non-members. Bring an old pillow case and a small ceramic 
flower pot. The pots will be smashed and Ms. Jago will teach you the best ways to put them 
back together. To book the session call the AHS at 905-727-8991.

the needs and interests of  
their members, while also 
generating new members 
at the same time. To this 
end, the Legion Riders will 
increase the visibility of  the 
Legion wherever they ride.

“Nothing is more visible 
than these things rumbling 
down the street to an event,” 
he said, pointing to the sea of  
motorcycles parked outside 
the Aurora Legion which 
paraded onto the grounds 
with the colour party. “It’s 
a good thing for everybody. 
It gives them an outlet for 
activities, to volunteer, and it 
gives us the benefit of  that.”

RIDERSSweet deal for students at Staples
By Brock Weir

Staples and the Optimist 
Club of  Aurora are helping 
you gear up for the new school 
year with a special evening 
this Wednesday, August 21. 

The Optimists will be at 
the Aurora Staples location 
at Yonge Street and Murray 
Drive, from 6 – 8 p.m. to boost 
Staples’ annual School Supply 
Drive, collecting both supplies, 
and money for supplies, to 
help low income families.

All cash and supplies 
collected during the initiative 
will be donated directly to the 
Optimist Club for distribution.

To sweeten the deal, Dairy 
Queen will also be on hand to 

distribute ice cream coupons 
for their Yonge and Edward 
Street location to everyone 
who comes in to make a 
donation. 

“Although Aurora is a 
wealthy community, there 
are people who are well off  
and there are people who 
are struggling,” said Kevin 
Elliston of  Staples Aurora. “If  
you are one of  those in need 
of  help, please don’t think 
you can’t talk to the Optimist 
Club. That’s what they are 
here for.”

For more information on 
the initiative, contact Staples 
at 905-713-0367 or the Optimists 
at 416-315-7368. 
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Prices and speci� cations are subject to change without prior notice.  E. & O.E.

CratesLanding.com

THE BEAUTY OF LAKE SIMCOE.

   NOW AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE.

L A K E SI MC OE

Join us at our 

SEPTEMBER SALES EVENT

DATE: Sat., Sept. 7th, 2013 

TIME: 12 Noon to 6:00 p.m. 

REGISTER NOW! 

CratesLanding.com

Now Starting from

  
$369,  990

PICTURE IT. An early morning a� er a sound sleep. You grab your co� ee, 
step out onto the terrace, and watch the � rst sailboats slip out of the marina. 

It’s a great start to another great day, living at Crates Landing.

Now we’re presenting special new pricing on the great selection of 
1, 2 and 3 bedroom suites still available in the Grand Marina Condominium, 

many with expansive waterfront terraces.  
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