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Welcoming Arms Offer Helping Hands

 

Aurora’s Community Newspaper
CMCA
AUDITED

come join the party! 

you can find us at

15840 bayview avenue

unit 110

in the aurora centre

(905) 713 - 6000

Grand opening celebration!
August 9 & 10 - 10am to midnight

- Buy one get one free burritos
(of equal or lesser value)

- prize wheel with all kinds 

of free baja to be won!

- grand prize raffle
prize package for your inner baja

- PiÑatas for the kids!
(for Surfers 12 & Under)

4:30pm Friday & Saturday!

- liquid gold!
(our delicious queso cheese)

- special appearance 

From bruce the shark!warning! you may be showered in candy!

CELEBRATING AURORA, MOVING LIKE JAGGER
The Celebrate Aurora Music Festival took over Town Park last weekend for three days of music and celebration. Although Saturday’s downpours made events a bit of a 
wash, bands kept the crowds entertained Friday and Sunday including, Bob Wotherspoon, channeling his inner Mick Jagger in “Hot Rocks – The Rolling Stone Tribute 
Show.” (Right) Aurora’s  Heroes and Icons were saluted for their work in the community Friday, kicking off the festival. Honourees included Pat Mete, Diane Buchanan, 
Brian North, Robin Taylor Smith, Deanie Minielly, Moon Ing, and Brena Taylor, pictured above with Councillor John Abel, broadcaster Christine Bentley, and Farley Flex. 
For more, please see pages 16 & 17.                                      Auroran photos by David Falconer

Parents need to be vigilant and aware all year 
round, warns Children’s Aid

By Brock Weir

A hearing scheduled over an 
Aurora mother who was arrested last 
month after locking her two-year-old 
daughter in the car during a summer 
heat snap has been held over until 
August 23.

Lawyers for the accused and the 
Crown were in court Friday over the 
matter. Peter J. Ngan, the woman’s 
lawyer, requested the delay, which 
was duly granted by the judge.

Speaking after the brief  hearing, 
Mr. Ngan said the situation had been 
an “educational experience” for his 
client.

“It has been quite an educational 
experience and I will, on the other 
hand in this case, provide my client 
with the best defence possible and I 
will be talking to the Crown shortly 
before the next appearance and we 

will work something out.”
Charged with child abandonment, 

the 42-year-old woman was arrested 
on June 28 after passers-by found 
her daughter in the locked car at 
a Markham plaza. A concerned 
bystander called York Regional Police 
at approximately 11.30 a.m. to 9255 
Woodbine Avenue near 16th Avenue. 

After the incident, Constable Blair 
McQuillan said in a statement that 
police found the child “in distress.”

Officers were able to pry open a 
car window, unlock the door and free 
the child,” he said, noting the mother 
was arrested “without incident.” 

While the daughter was transported 
to hospital as a precaution, Mr. Ngan 
said she is fine. 

“There is the principle in the legal 
system of  what is in the best interests 
of  the child and what the parents say 
is the best interests,” he said. “In this 

Volunteers from local churches regularly pool their resources and their  
expertise at Trinity Anglican Church’s Rectory as Welcoming Arms,  
a charity providing much appreciated support to people in need throughout  
Aurora. Together, Welcoming Arms offers helping hands and listening ears.  
For more, please see Page 3.               Auroran photo by Brock Weir

www.jspiers.com  jspiers@trebnet.com Jack Spiers 
Sales Representative

Call for a FREE 
MARKET EVALUATION OF YOUR HOME...

No hassle, no obligation and in con�dence!

905-727-3154

"Jack was very professional, attentive and clearly understood our needs. 
He was able to sell our house quickly and he effectively negotiated the purchase 
of our dream home! It was a pleasure having Jack as our agent and we strongly 
recommend his realtor services"                                                                             
                                                                                                     Anne Marie and Lou
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AURORA 150 FACT:

Image courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

Aurora Tennis Club

The Aurora Tennis Club used the lawn tennis court that was 
on the north side of Hillary House. This photograph was taken 
circa 1911.

CELEBRATE 
AURORA 150
Sign the Town’s Memory Book

Share your stories and memories of Aurora by signing 
the Town’s memory book at the following locations:

• Aurora Public Library, 15145 Yonge Street
• Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way

The books will be placed in a time capsule at the end of 
the Aurora 150th birthday celebrations. Thank you!

Hoedown Showdown Talent Competition

Magna International is 
celebrating the 25th year of the 
“Wild Wild West” Hoedown with 
a Showdown talent competition 
at this year’s Aurora Ribfest. The 
Hoedown Showdown is a talent contest that aims to 
promote aspiring Ontario country singers. The winner will 
receive a grand prize of $1,000 and the opportunity to 
perform at this year’s Magna “Wild Wild West” Hoedown 
on Saturday, September 14.

The Hoedown Showdown competition application along 
with the rules and regulations are available online at 
www.hoedown.ca with an entry deadline of Wednesday, 
July 31.

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Summer Youth Drop-In Programs  

Monday to Friday from 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
until August 16

Youth ages 12 to 16 are invited to Aurora Senior Public 
School located at 125 Wellington Street West for exciting 
drop-in activities including basketball, badminton, arts and 
crafts, volleyball and movies. Cost is $3 per activity. 

For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/youthprograms 
or call 905-841-PLAY.

Concerts in the Park  

Bring your family, friends and chairs or blankets to Aurora 
Town Park (Wells Street and Mosley Street) and enjoy the 
2013 Concerts in the Park series!

The concert season continues with the Marshall Dane 
concert on Wednesday, July 31. Marshall’s music is an 
infectious blend of country and rock which is set to blaze a 
trail right to your heart. Don’t miss this terrific talent!

On Wednesday, August 7, Neu Jenarashun brings Caribana 
to Aurora! Come out to enjoy the irresistible rhythms of this 
hot soca group.

Both concerts run from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and are free of 
charge. We kindly ask spectators to bring a donation to the 
local food pantry. For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762.

e-PLAY is now free!  

As of July 16, the Town’s e-PLAY online registration system became free of charge, 
with no user fees. As part of this change, the Town retired the telephone-based 
system, Tele-PLAY, on July 19.

For your convenience, program registration remains available by mail, fax or in-person 
at our recreation centres. For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca/e-PLAY 
or call 905-726-4770.

REMINDERS
Debris on Roads  

Homeowners constructing pools or undertaking other building projects are 
reminded to keep roads, sidewalks and rights-of-way (the Town-owned section of 
property bordering the road) free of construction debris. Keeping these areas free 
from bricks, timber, soil and other materials is essential to pedestrian and traffic 
safety. Construction permits do not allow storage of these materials anywhere 
except your property.

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw  

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to outdoor water use. It is 
important that all residents and businesses observe the regulations, as they have 
been put into place to ensure a continued abundant water supply. Even/Odd 
watering restrictions are in effect. 

For more information on these and other Town bylaws, please call 905-727-3123 
ext. 4240 or visit www.aurora.ca/bylawservices

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
The Town of Aurora is recruiting for the following part-time positions for Fall 2013. 
Applicants must be available to work flexible hours including daytime, evening and 
weekends, must have Standard First Aid and CPR-Level C Certification as well as 
the ability to deal courteously and effectively with program participants, the general 
public and staff.

Aquatic Instructor(s) Arena Operator(s)
Facility Labourer(s) Lifeguard(s)
Program Leader(s) Skate Patroller(s)
Skateboard Attendant(s)

For more information or to apply, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/employment

PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of Service Disruption

Residents are advised of a scheduled service disruption at 
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex (AFLC) and Aurora Sports 
Dome, located at 135 Industrial Parkway North, as the Town 
repaves the parking lots. Paving will be phased-in to help 
accommodate resident parking demand.

The disruption includes:

• No parking along the side and rear parking areas of the 
 AFLC from Thursday, August 1 to Friday, August 9

Thank you for your patience as these improvements are 
undertaken.

Emerald Ash Borer Update  

The Town has contracted 
with Green Lawn Limited 
to provide treatment 
services to combat the 
spread of the Emerald Ash 
Borer (EAB), an invasive 
insect that kills healthy ash trees.

The contract will provide for the preventative application of 
TreeAzin, a pesticide approved in Canada that has shown 
to protect ash trees from the EAB. Approximately 2,000 
publicly-owned trees along boulevards and rights-of-way 
have been identified in the Town’s street tree inventory 
as potential candidates for treatment. Trees meeting the 
treatment criteria will be marked by Town staff with a small 
but highly-visible painted dot. 

Also, through the terms of the contract, residents who 
wish to protect ash trees on their property will have the 
option to contract with Green Lawn for the same price as 
the Town. Property owners wishing to have their own trees 
treated using the Town’s contractor can contact the Parks & 
Recreation department at 905-727-3123 ext. 3223 or email 
stienkamp@aurora.ca

 

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Thursday, August 8  7:30 p.m.  Committee of Adjustment 
Tuesday, August 13  7 p.m.  Council
Thursday, August 15  7 p.m.  Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

Holiday Service Schedule
Civic Holiday

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be CLOSED on Monday, August 5 for the Civic Holiday.  
Regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. will resume on Tuesday, August 6.

If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off box 24 hours a day 
outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in the boxes and remember to include your 
payment stub along with your payment. Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or 
through your bank’s online banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at www.paytickets.ca

The Aurora Public Library will be CLOSED  
on Monday, August 5. Regular business hours 
will resume on Tuesday, August 6.

For more information, please visit  
www.library.aurora.on.ca  
or call 905-727-9494.

LIBRARY
Waste collection is NOT AFFECTED by the  
Civic Holiday.

For information on waste collection in Aurora, 
please consult your 2013 Community and 
Waste Management Calendar.

WASTE COLLECTION

RECREATION CENTRES

As always, the Town will continue 
to provide essential and emergency 
services. 

For Town-related emergency situations, 
please call 905-727-1375 or  
905-727-3123 and follow  
the voice prompts. 

FOR ALL OTHER  
EMERGENCIES, 
CALL 9-1-1

EMERGENCY SERVICES

The Town of Aurora wishes you a safe and happy holiday!

MUNICIPAL OFFICE

Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex | 1400 Wellington Street East
Saturday, August 3 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, August 4 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday, August 5 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 

Aurora Family Leisure Complex | 135 Industrial Parkway North
Saturday, August 3 7:45 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, August 4 7:45 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday, August 5 8 a.m to 2 p.m. 
 

Please note, the arenas are OPEN at both facilities. For swimming, skating and  
Club Aurora fitness schedules, please visit www.aurora.ca/holidayrecreation
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Briefly
MEETING PLANNED FOR NEW  

BAYVIEW/ WELLINGTON CELL TOWER
A public meeting is scheduled for residents on a proposed new cell 
phone tower at Bayview Avenue and Wellington Street East. Bell 
Canada proposes a new 29.9 metre flagpole style tower with an 
equipment shelter and perimeter fencing just a stone’s throw west 
of  Longo’s. The meeting will take place Tuesday, September 3, from 
5 – 7 p.m. in the Magna room at the Aurora Public Library. For more 
information, including how to make submissions to the meeting, 
please see Page 21.

ANOTHER CHANCE TO SOUND OFF  
ON SKATE PARK

Teens between the ages of  12 and 17 are invited to come out to the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex to have their say on Aurora’s 
new skateboard park. The meeting gets underway at 3 p.m. on 
Thursday, August 15 (135 Industrial Parkway North). This is the 
second session where teens have had their chance to sound off  on 
the plans. For more information, call 905-727-3123 x.4329 or email  
kteixtera@aurora.ca.

HOME & PATIO 
FURNITURE

save save save save
save save save save 
save save save save 
save save save save 
save save save save 
save save save save 
save save save save 
save save save save  

MASSIVE OVERSTOCKED!

6048 HWY. 9
SCHOMBERG

LOCATED AT:

(416) 477-6121

SALE HOURS | MON: 10 - 6 • TUES: 10 - 6  • WED: 10 - 6 • THURS: 10 - 8 • FRI: 10 - 8 • SAT: 10 - 6 • SUN: 12 - 5

sale on now
QUALITY HOME & PATIO FURNITURE AT HUGE SAVINGS!

limited time!
for a

don’t miss
these deals!

factory authorized

liquidation
©SBSI
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PROOF #16
FEBRUARY 27, 2013 issue of The Auroran Community newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Tuesday. 
ThE dEAdlinE FOR AnY And All Ad mATERiAls is 10 dAYs PRiOR TO PUBlicATiOn dATE 

clAssiFiEd dEAdlinE is FRidAY 3.00 P.m. 

Any alterations to the ad must be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 
The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 5 p.m.

Thank you for your co-operation. 
Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300 or Classifieds at 905-727-7128, Fax: 9045-727-2620

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

In the Aurora Shopping Centre

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3 • Tel: 905-727-6212 ~Since 1970~

Next to No Frills
In

4800 Yonge St. Aurora OOnt. L4G 1Ng

Come get your 
Summer Hair Cut from 

Sandy at  
                                     

Barber Shop & Hairstyling
A &F  Hair Elite 

Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

Beverley Wood of Trinity Anglican Church, Gisele Bedard of Community Campus Church, Deacon Pat of Our Lady 
of Grace Catholic Church, and Ena Hall of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, are just four of the many volunteers 
keeping things hopping every week at Welcoming Arms, a proud beneficiary of this year’s Wild, Wild West Hoe-
down, hosted by Magna.        Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Welcoming Arms provide listening ears and steady hands
By Brock Weir

A steady stream of  
people filed into the 
Rectory behind Aurora’s 
Trinity Anglican Church 
on Thursday. 

As they introduced 
themselves and took their 
seats in the hallway, a 
flurry of  volunteers went 
from person to person to 
make sure everyone was 
well taken care of. Some 
were regulars, some were 
newcomers.

Some came in dire 
financial situations, 
perhaps looking for a bit 
of  advice, some grocery 
vouchers to help feed their 
children, or receive some 
toiletries, something the 
volunteers have found 
are most likely the items 
sacrificed when it comes 
down to a bottom dollar 
to buy a loaf  of  bread or a 
bottle of  shampoo. 

It was a typical day 
in the life of  Welcoming 
Arms, the local charity 
founded in 2006 by 
Aurora’s churches to pool 
their resources to make 
a greater impact on the 
people in the community 
who are most at risk. 

Their mission 
statement is “in a loving 
partnership, we seek to 
be the hands and feet 
of  Christ by promoting 
human, physical, and 
spiritual wellbeing in our 
community.”

This, however, is a 
very broad stroke of  what 
actually takes place behind 
the stuccoed walls of  the 
Rectory.

“A lot of  people simply 
need a listening ear 
because no one wants to be 
bothered with them,” says 
Ena Hall, a member of  St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church and active 
volunteer at Welcoming 
Arms. “Sure, they need 
money to buy groceries 
but they also just need 
somebody to listen and to 
appreciate what they are 
going through.”

This was recently 
driven home to fellow 
volunteer Beverley Wood. 
Ms. Wood was shopping 
in the vegetable aisle of  
her regular supermarket 
when she was approached 
by a familiar woman 

with a group of  kids 
and the mother asked to 
give her a hug. Ms. Wood 
recognized the woman and 
remembered her plight 
which brought her to 
Welcoming Arms, but she 
had not come across their 
threshold in quite a while. 

“She said, ‘I just want 
you to know that things 
are going okay,’” Ms. Wood 
recalls. “‘We don’t need to 
come anymore because…’ 
and she explained why. 
She said the only reason 
she was standing there 
right then is because we 
listened. ‘We came in and 
you gave us a sense of  self-
worth and hope.’”

When the volunteers 
hear stories like that, it is 
really the ultimate of  what 
they are trying to do. Over 
the years they have worked 
out programs with local 
groups such as the Aurora 
Food Pantry, the York 
Region Food Network, and 
Trinity’s Clothes Closet, as 
well as crisis management 
and therapy groups, and 
a food voucher program 
with No Frills to ensure 
people who come through 
their doors are able to leave 
with means of  feeding 
their families.

Recent casework 
handled by Gisele Bedard 
of  the Community Campus 
Church have included 
people who face financial 
challenges, such as being 
on Ontario Works or ODSP, 
or might otherwise bring 
in a low income or have 
no job at all. The team 
works with them through 
their situations to identify 
their real needs and how 
to remedy their personal 
situations.

“Imagine a person 
coming in making $500 a 
month on Ontario Works 
and they pay $450 for rent,” 
she says. “We connect them 
with some of  the means 
that are in Aurora and find 
out what their situation 
is and we guide them as 
best we can. There is a 
relationship that develops. 
They get to know us.”

Clients are often 
referred to them 
through their respective 
churches, but the group 
has increasingly found 
awareness of  their 
services spreading by word 

of  mouth. From there, 
the number of  people that 
come through their doors 
each week continues to 
grow and find greater 
needs to address. 

But as needs grow, so 
do costs. The group was 
disappointed this year not 
to receive their somewhat 
regular funding from 
the Region of  York, so 
when they were selected 
by Magna as one of  25 
Community Partners for 
this year’s Wild, Wild West 
Hoedown, which will be 
held in September, it was 
a good shot in the arm 
and promises to go a long 
way to ensure they stay on 
track. 

“We’re often challenged 
by the monies that come 
to us,” says Ms. Wood. 
“These services had been 
established with some of  
the churches before we 
joined as Welcoming Arms 
and we have carried on 
that tradition.”

As a community 

partner, and one of  the 
go-to places for the public 
to purchase not only 
Hoedown event tickets, 
but also tickets for the 
Prospectors’ Raffle, they, 
along with the other 24 
groups, will ultimately 
split all proceeds collected 
for one of  York Region’s 
biggest annual parties. 

“This will help us 
continue what we’re doing, 
and it is beautiful timing 
for us,” says Ms. Wood. 
“We’re going to continue 
what we’re doing and we’re 
finding ways to connect 
more in the community. 
We’re very excited about 
the Hoedown because it 
is an opportunity for us 
to be exposed and heard 
about, and it gives us an 
opportunity to improve, 
expand, evolve, and gives 
us the freedom to become 
more of  who we are.”

Adds Deacon Pat: “It 
is not much, it is just a 
bandage, but it will help us 
to survive.”
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“Shh, you’re harshing my mellow.”
That was one of  the first words 

that greeted me from a regular ole’ 
hippy on Sunday afternoon. 

Taking my seat, I was sitting a row 
or two behind an elderly man in a 
very crisp linen suit who could not be 
described as “hirsute” by any stretch 
of  the imagination. 

Evidently the other hippies 
agreed.

“Whoa, man! What happened to 
your hair?” said the next hippie, this 
one, a real swingin’ chick wearing a 
Mama Cass smock and palazzo pants 
as she rubbed the bald head as if  she 
was trying to get a genie to burst out 
of  his left nostril. 

As much as I would like to say I was 
riding the YRT’s Magic Bus through 
some godforsaken, newly-discovered 
hipster enclave of  York Region, the 
scene unfolded in the comparatively 
staid surroundings of  the Richmond 
Hill Centre for the Performing Arts 
for Wavestage’s production of  Hair.

You’ve likely read about their 
production in these pages over the 
past few weeks. If  you didn’t heed 
the call to go out and get tickets, you 
missed out on a great production. 

We’re no strangers to Wavestage, 
whether it is in their present 
incarnation as the Wavestage 
Theatrical Company or in their 
previous life as the Aurora 
Performing Arts Group. This fact 
was driven home by the parade of  
familiar Aurora faces that bounded 
around the stage in various states 
of  undress, letting the Sunshine In 
and letting down shining, gleaming, 
streaming, flaxen, waxen, long, 
straight, curly, fuzzy, snaggy, shaggy, 
ratty, matty, oily, greasy, fleecy, 
shining, gleaming, streaming, 
flaxen, waxen, knotted, polka-dotted, 
twisted, beaded, braided, powdered, 
flowered, and confettied, mangled, 
tangled, spangled, and spaghettied 
coifs. 

Of  particular note was Colin 
Campbell, who took on the lead 
of  Claude – a far cry from his last 
appearance in The Auroran taking 
on the wildly different role of  Gilbert 
Blythe in the musical version of  
Anne of  Green Gables, alongside 

Rachel Sanderson who also featured 
in the latest production. 

And was the pre-show scalp 
rubber. 

While the actors are to be praised 
for their versatility going from turn 
of  the century Canadian classics, to 
a world of  peace and love, going a few 
tokes over the line is really not that 
far a cry from Anne Shirley getting 
poor Diana hammered on homemade 
currant wine, is it? 

Following the show, the producers 
and actors behind “Hair” warmed 
to their theme and put it to good use 
– having barbers at the ready in the 
lobby, encouraging people to shear 
their locks to make wigs for those in 
need. 

That is more than a “good news” 
story: it is great, and one which 
should be shouted from the rooftops, 
particularly in these times. 

Take the last two months or 
so as an example. We have had 
disheartening scandals emerge at 
every level of  government, from the 
steady stream of  swill continuously 
engulfing Toronto Mayor Rob Ford, 
to Senators of  all party stripes doing 
their utmost to bring their own 
chamber into disrepute. 

On a human level, we have families 
still coming to grips in the aftermath 
of  the tragic train derailment in 
Lac-Megantic, people struggling to 
rebuild their lives after disastrous 
floods in Alberta, not to mention 
the growing discord and civil unrest 
percolating amongst our southern 
neighbours on both sides of  the coin 
clamoring for justice following the 
Treyvon Martin verdict. 

Oftentimes it seems people 

reporting on such issues are put in 
an awkward place of  trying to strike 
the right balance in their coverage. It 
is a problem which, in many cases, 
might be self-inflicted. The old adage 
was: ‘If  it bleeds, it leads’ and this 
might be what people have become 
accustomed to. 

Is it really, however, what they 
want? 

If  one focuses on “good news” 
every once in a while at the national, 
provincial, or local levels, there is 
often a blowback – a backlash that 
you’re lobbing softballs in favour of  
what are described as “real issues/
news.”

Consider the flurry surrounding 
Prince George’s birth last week. 

Naysayers claimed to have no 
idea why this was such a big deal. 
Babies are, after all, born every day. 
People who were excited were often 
ridiculed for waving the flag, hosting 
a tea, or losing sleep and productive 
work days keeping one eye on 
webcams focused outside the door of  
their London hospital broadcasting 
absolutely nothing to their large 
international audience until George 
decided it was time to arrive. 

Admittedly, some of  the coverage 
leading up to that point was inevitably 
excessive and pointless. How much 
can one possibly say to fill time and 
space when everything can be boiled 
down to, “No word on Womb Watch”?

 The answer: headlines the child 
will be “23rd cousins twice removed 
to” Blue Ivy Carter and the Finnish 
government sent the Duke and 
Duchess a baby hamper complete 
with a pack of  five condoms. 

On the first count, that might be 
an interesting piece of  bar trivia 20 
years down the road. On the second, it 
is too little, too late. Bundled together, 
who cares?

Nevertheless, the birth of  a baby 
is always something to celebrate, but 
when it is one that arrives with the 
gravitas and presumed destiny of  
the one born in London on July 22, 
it is definitely good news, good news 
which we should have no shame in 
celebrating. God knows after the last 
few months, it is a refreshing and 
welcome change. 

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.
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On June 30, the Rotary Club of  Aurora was honoured 
to organize the Dance in the Park at Town Park 2013 in 
partnership with Aurora’s 150th Committee. As a result 
of  a strong turnout, the day was a great success!

For their behind-the-scenes support, we wish to 
express our gratitude to the good-natured volunteers 
who helped during this busy day:

Pat Mete of  Musiclynk who helped organize and 
coordinate second stage entertainment; Natalie 
Reynolds, Kate Collins, Trish Mulholland, and Colette 
Nemmi, our ever-wonderful servers; Sue Anderson on 
tickets; and Jer Browne for set-up, take-down, server 
support and product delivery!

As part of  the fun, the Optimist Club of  Aurora was 
on hand offering delicious BBQ food, refreshments and 
snacks.

Aurora Custom Mouldings very generously provided 
the second stage delivery and pickup. We can’t thank 
you enough!

A very, very special thank you must be extended to 
Brian North of  Ellis Studios. The signage provided was 
outstanding! Once again, you rock! As a club, we thank 
you for lending your quiet commitment and support 
not only to this event, but to our many events over the 
years.

Thank you to the 150th Committee for looking after 
the band shell stage and coordinating the kick-off  and 
finale. The 150 Guitars for 150 Years was the kickoff, 
with the grand finale of  Lighthouse! 

What great town spirit!
Again, it was indeed a pleasure working with the 

ever-professional Pat Mete. Through Pat, we were 
able to connect and enjoy working with EverGlo 
Entertainment, Bloody Five, Little Sunday, Blackdog 
Ballroom, and Glenn Marais. The return performance 
of  Destructo and The Domino Show Band, as always, 
were a perfect fit.

It is with the support and the wonderful people who 
attend our various fundraising endeavours throughout 
the year that we are able to accumulate funds and 
channel them directly back to our community.

We truly appreciate you all.
Wendy Browne

Event Coordinator, Rotary Club of Aurora

Great Town spirit for 
Dance in the Park

(Re: Grateful students thank late teacher, July 24)

I was sadden to read in The Auroran of  the passing of  
Olive Komar, my Grade 4 teacher at Wells Street Public 
School.  

I whole heartedly agree with the letter proclaiming 
what a wonderful teacher Mrs. Komar was.  

There are people that make a lasting impression on 
you throughout your lives, and I find myself  thinking 
back to Grade 4 on a regular basis, simply because of  
Mrs. Komar.  For Grade 4 students, especially now with 
shortened words used during texting, spelling was and is 
a chore.  Mrs. Komar taught her students a little saying in 
order to remember how to spell the word GEOGRAPHY.  It 
goes like this:  George Ebison’s Old Grandmother Rode A 
Pig Home Yesterday.

I still find myself  reciting that line ever time I spell 
out that word.

Mark Holmes
Aurora

Komar was 
“wonderful teacher”

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir
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10-Year ePassport now available 
Canada’s new and more secure 10-year 

ePassport is now available. The 10-year 
ePassport provides more convenience 
for Canadians, and facilitates safe and 
secure travel.

The ePassport is the international 
norm in travel documents. It contains 
technologically-advanced features, 
including an embedded electronic 
chip, to prevent fraud. The chip stores 
the same personal information as that 
which is recorded on the second page 
of  the current passport (except for the 
signature) as well as a photo and a digital 
security feature that proves that the 
passport was issued by the Government 
of  Canada. 

To combat fraud, once the personal 
information is stored on the chip, it 
cannot be modified without invalidating 
the passport.

The new ePassport also features 
iconic images that celebrate our history 
and culture, such as: Robert Harris’s 
painting of  the Fathers of  Confederation; 
a depiction of  the last spike completing 
the Canadian Pacific Railway in 1885; and 
a picture of  Pier 21 in Halifax - one of  the 
most significant ports of  entry for newly-
arrived immigrants between 1928 and 

1971, and now a National 
Historic Site. 

At $160, a 10-year 
ePassport provides better 
value for money for 
Canadians, as it costs less 
per year than the previous 
cost of  a 5-year passport. 
It also means that you will 
not have to renew your 
passport as frequently. 
The Canadian passport 
is not only a privilege of  
citizenship, but a reflection of  the rights 
and responsibilities of  citizenship.

60th Anniversary of the  
Korean War Armistice

Last week Canada’s Korean War 
Veterans were honoured as we recognized 
the 60th anniversary of  the Korean War 
Armistice, and the first annual Korean 
War Veterans’ Day. The Government of  
Canada has designated 2013 as the Year 
of  the Korean War Veteran in recognition 
of  the tremendous sacrifices and 
achievements of  those brave Canadians 
who fought on the Korean peninsula to 
uphold freedom, democracy and the rule 
of  law during one of  the most significant 
armed conflicts of  the 20th century.

From 1950 to 1953, more 
than 26,000 Canadians 
served in Korea. After 
active fighting ended with 
the signing of  the Korea 
Armistice Agreement on 
July 27, 1953, approximately 
7,000 Canadians continued 
to serve until the end of  1955 
in order to deter further 
aggression, with some 
Canadian troops remaining 
until 1957. 

In proportion to its population, 
Canada’s contribution of  troops was one 
of  the largest of  the international force. 
In total, 516 Canadians gave their lives 
during the Korean War. For decades the 
Korean War was titled the ‘forgotten war’ 
and this year, our nation pays special 
tribute to their sacrifices.

Stay Safe – Be Prepared
Recent events have made it even more 

important for home owners to know 
what to do in the event of  an emergency. 
GetPrepared.ca has plenty of  helpful 
advice including these tips in the event 
of  a flood:

Turn off  basement furnaces and the 
outside gas valve. 

Take special precautions to safeguard 
electrical, natural gas or propane heating 
equipment. Shut off  the electricity only 
if  flooding has not yet begun and the area 
around the fuse box is completely dry. 

Move furniture, electrical appliances 
and other belongings to floors above 
ground level. 

Remove toxic substances such as 
pesticides and insecticides from the flood 
area. 

Remove toilet bowls and plug basement 
sewer drains and toilet connections with 
a wooden stopper. 

Disconnect eavestroughs if  they are 
connected to the house sewer.

If  you need to vacate your home, 
leave a note informing others when you 
left and where you went. If  you have a 
mailbox, leave the note there.

Never cross a flooded area.
Store all valuable papers that have 

been damaged in flood, in a freezer until 
needed.

Record details of  flood damage by 
photograph or video, if  possible.

If  you would like to contact me on 
any issue, please call 905-953-7515 or visit 
my website at www.loisbrown.ca.  I look 
forward to hearing from you.

There has been a series of  public 
consultations that have been taking place 
across Ontario this summer that have 
really gone under the radar.

The Minister of  Energy tasked the 
Ontario Power Authority (OPA) and the 
Independent Electricity System Operator 
(IESO) back in mid-June with leading 
public consultations into the siting of  
large energy infrastructure projects in 
Ontario. 

The OPA and the IESO are to make 
recommendations to the Minister by 
August 1.

You may recall that the Liberals have 
been taking it on the chin over the $585 
million in payouts associated with the two 
gas plant contracts that were terminated. 
The Liberals also lost some seats in rural 
Ontario during the 2011 election because 
- in part - issues with siting of  wind 
projects.

The Liberals are determined to get 
out ahead of  this issue before the next 
election. Although there is a surplus of  
power at the moment, this province will 
need additional power at some point in 
the future, so it is a good idea to undertake 
the consultations.

I attended two of  the sessions held 
in Guelph a few weeks back. The first 
session was for industry stakeholders and 
the evening session was for the public. 
Neither of  the two sessions was that well 
attended, but some very good discussion 
and debate was generated.

There were two central topics and four 
associated questions for each topic that 
were used to guide the discussion.

The first hour dealt 
with the Regional 
Electricity Planning 
Process and some of  
the questions included 
“Who needs to be 
engaged in regional 
energy planning to 
represent municipal, 
Aboriginal, and 
community interests?” 
Another very 
important question 
was “If  a community 
prefers a certain option should that 
preference be paid for by the community 
or all Ontarians?”

The main feedback from the room was 
that the OPA and the Ministry of  Energy 
needed to do a much better job in engaging 
and educating the public about the need, 
costs and benefits associated with the 
various energy options.

It was also felt that it was important to 
have the municipalities involved. 

As one delegate said, “Lack of  
municipal involvement at the beginning 
of  the process usually leads to a lot of  
political involvement at the end of  the 
process”.

The group also thought that if  a 
community takes on the burden of  
generation to meet a system-wide need 
and not to meet a local reliability need, 
then that community should receive some 
type of  benefit like reduced energy bills 
for residents or the community should 
be provided with a community vibrancy/
benefits fund.

The other central 
topic was the actual 
siting of  large energy 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
and allocating 
responsibilities and 
costs. 

Some of  the 
discussion guide 
questions included 
“What works well with 
the existing siting 
process? What doesn’t 
work well?” And, “if  

a large energy infrastructure project is 
the preferred electricity source identified 
through the Regional Electricity Planning 
process, and the local community objects 
to the siting of  the project, then how 
should that communities’ needs be met?”

My own comments to the room were 
mostly restricted to the first two questions. 

I said that the existing two stage 
Request for Qualification/Request for 
Proposal system that incorporates 
a weighted scoring mechanism that 
has been utilized in previous gas fired 
generation solicitations could work 
well if  modifications are made to this 
procurement process.

Each generation solicitation presents 
a unique situation (local reliability or 
system wide need) and therefore may 
require some project specific rated 
criteria. 

Rated criteria will drive power project 
developers’ behavior. I asserted that a 
re-balancing of  the existing evaluating 
scoring criteria to reflect project maturity, 

increased community engagement and 
municipal outreach/approval need to 
be the focal point of  any generation 
procurement evaluation criteria going 
forward.

Greater points should be awarded 
for Aboriginal engagement, completion 
of  an Environmental Assessment and 
issuance of  the Environmental Statement 
of  Completion, compliance/approval to 
the Official Plan/local Zoning, obtaining 
local site plan approval as well as for 
meaningful community outreach, as 
opposed to just the lowest cost of  the 
project. 

Points should be allocated from highest 
to lowest based on the degree to which the 
energy project developer has obtained/
achieved various milestones associated 
with the above criteria.

Instituting the above changes may 
assist in lessening local opposition to 
large energy infrastructure projects 
as power project developers will need 
to undertake much more and much 
earlier consultation/engagement in 
a community. While the OPA/IESO 
consultation process itself  was interesting 
and very worthwhile, in the end the most 
important part will be what the actual 
recommendations look like. 

Next column: I will explore some of  the 
likely recommendations and what this 
may mean for us here in Aurora and for 
our local politicians. 

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

NEW 
AURORAN POLL

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Do you support building a Youth Centre at 
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex along 
with the increased price tag?   

Ottawa Report

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

Siting of Large Energy Infrastructure Projects – Part I

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

These boys, out playing ball on the dirt, turn-of-the-century roads in what is now Aurora’s Downtown Core, 
used to be a pretty typical site. How many of these local boys turned out to be Aurora’s Sporting Heroes? Check 
back in November when Sport Aurora launches the inaugural Aurora Sports Hall of Fame! If you can identify any  
information about this photo, please email letters@auroran.com.

Photo courtesy of the Aurora Historical Society via Sport Aurora

a)    Yes                       
b)   No                
c)   Undecided
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A perfect 
summer day 
is when the 
sun is shining, 
the breeze 
is blowing, 
the birds are 
singing, and the 
lawn mower is 
broken. 

Summer is 
the season when 
a man thinks he 
can cook better 
on an outdoor 
grill than his 
wife can on an indoor stove.

Summer, after all, is 
a time when wonderful 
things can happen to 
people. 

For those few months 
you’re not required to be 
who everyone thinks you 
are. The fresh cut grass 
smell in the air & the 
chance to dive into the deep 
end of  a pool, gives you 
courage you didn’t think 
you had. 

Summer just opens the 
door and lets you be free. 
Summertime is a time to 
feel young again.

I dream of  warm 
summer nights, to lie in a 
hammock, staring at the 
stars and telling boring 
stories as my kids put it. I 
want to dip my toes in the 
water, to dangle my feet off  
the edge of  the dock and sit 
leaning forward, laughing 
till our stomachs hurt, 
that’s the summer I’ve 
always dreamt about.

What kind of  summer 
have we had thus far in 
2013? Rain. More rain. 
Torrential rain. Floods in 
fact. Well, anyway, the grass 
is green. Greener than I’ve 
seen it in years. Aurora 
has flowers blooming 
and the walk through the 
Arboretum is as enjoyable 
as ever on those sunny, 
warm days. 

In spite of  the rain, the 
bocce courts at the Seniors’ 
Centre are full of  laughter 
and good sportsmanship as 
we continue to enjoy these 
days of  summer while they 
last.

I was playing bid euchre 
this past Tuesday at the 
Seniors Centre when my 
worthy playing partner 
Carl made the statement 
“Where has summer gone? 
It seems like it is half  over 
already”. To which, one 
of  our worthy opponents, 
Ray, responded “Life is like 
a roll of  toilet paper...the 
older it gets, the faster it 
goes.”

Summer is kind of  like 
the ultimate one-night 
stand: hot as hell, totally 
thrilling, and gone before 
you know it. Or as the 
Beatles put it: It’s been a 
long, cold, lonely winter; 
it feels like years since it’s 
been here, here comes the 
sun.

So enjoy the rest of  
summer. Enjoy playing 

bocce, enjoy the 
Seniors Walking 
Club, enjoy the 
BBQ’s on the 
deck at your 
Seniors Centre 
and above all 
else, remember, 
it is summertime 
and the living is 
easy so get out 
and live it!

A l w a y s 
r e m e m b e r , 
if  you’ve got 
troubles, send 

them to day camp!
Seniors Day at the Farmers 

Market
On Saturday, August 3 

at the Aurora Town Park, 
we invite all seniors to 
come and enjoy an hour 
of  entertainment by 
members of  the Aurora 
Seniors Association. 
We will entertain all at 
the bandshell from 10 to 
11.30 p.m. with talented 
and entertaining actors, 
comedians, singers and 
guitar players as well as line 
dancing where everyone 
can participate and much 
more.  Admission is free. 
You can also visit the 
Farmers’ Market with all 
the fresh produce, baked 
goods and more!

Our Seniors’ Centre 
will also have three booths 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., come 
rain or shine.  Our talented 
Knotty Knitters, Sew Much 
Fun and Wood Shop Rebels 
volunteers will all be there 
to show off  and sell their 
crafts. Also members of  the 
Seniors’ Centre Chess Club 
will be ready to challenge 
anyone to a lively game of  
chess.
Country and Western Dance

On Friday, August 16 
from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m., all 
Seniors’ Centre members 
are encouraged to put on 
your cowboy boots and hats 
and join us in a Country 
and Western dance at the 
Seniors’ Centre.   There 
will be country and 
western music, dancing, 
refreshments, line dancing 
demonstrations and lots of  
door prizes!    All this for 
only $5 a ticket.    

Tickets are on sale 
at the Front Desk of  the 
Centre.   There will also be 
a cash bar available.   Get 
your tickets early to avoid 
disappointment. And if  
you are not a member, this 
might be the time to think 
of  joining!

My Final Word: Some 
days you just have to create 
your own sunshine.

For more information 
on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to 
offer, drop by 90 John West 
Way, visit the web site www.
auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com 
or call 905-726-4767 between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday.

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.
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case, my client put on 
the sun shield to make 
sure the sun didn’t get 
in and unfortunately 
that is not enough. 
Children’s Aid were 
involved immediately 
the same day and made 
sure everything was 
alright.”

Child abandonment, 
such as what happened 
in this case, is not a 
problem limited to the 
summer months and the 
summer heat, cautions 
Ivan Peters, Director of  
Services for Families 
for the York Region 
Children’s Aid Society 
(CAS). When CAS is 
called to investigate 
issues like these, the 
first step is to make an 
assessment of  the care 
parents and caregivers 
are providing their 
children. 

“In cases where 
we’re dealing with a 
lack of  supervision 
we have to look at 
the circumstances in 
which this occurred,” 
he says. “In the context 
of  a child on a hot day, 
we’re going to speak 
with parents as to what 
led to them making 
such a decision, if  it 
was a decision or if  it 
was an oversight where 
they forgot the child 
was in the car.

“Based on that 
assessment, we tailor 
what our next step is 

going to be. If  we feel 
that from a parenting 
perspective that this 
was a decision that 
was made purely 
because of  a lack of  
understanding, we 
want to understand 
what the thought was 
and we would tailor the 
education for that.”

If  a parent has no 
idea of  the dangers of  
leaving a child locked 
in the car on a hot 
day, such as parents 
or caregivers new to 
Canada and not used to 
the varying Canadian 
climate, it would be 
handled differently 
to those who have 
a “cavalier attitude 
around the caring of  
children.” Cases where 
parents fall into the 
second category are 
atypical, he says, but 
intervention would be 
gauged accordingly. 

“There seems to 
be a little more focus 
this year on a lack of  
supervision and the 
context of  leaving a 
young child in a hot 
car, but there are 
risks associated with 
leaving a child alone 
in the wintertime or 
when the weather 
isn’t such a factor, and 
you can risk having 
your child abducted,” 
says Mr. Peters. “Lack 
of  supervision in 
general is what we’re 
concerned about.” 

Lack of supervision is the big 
problem, says CAS

From page 1

A SENIORS 
SUMMER!

SENIOR
SCAPE

Jim L. Abram

Sobeys to close for four months, 104 employees impacted
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s Sobeys 
store will close for four 
months at the end of  
August for renovations.

While the grocery 
store on Bayview 
Avenue at Hollidge 
Boulevard is due to re-
open in January 2014, 
104 employees will 
be impacted by the 
decision, according to 
the grocery company. 

Regular grocery 
shoppers may have 
noticed the rapidly 
depleting stock on store 
shelves over the last few 
weeks, but the company 
promises a “bigger and 
better” Sobeys and “a 
new look to make your 
shopping experience 
even better.”

If  the result is a better 
shopping experience 
for customers, the road 
to get there will provide 
some challenges 
for employees and 
residents depending on 

their service.
“We announced last 

month to our staff  that 
we will be temporarily 
closing the store for 
major renovations 
effective August 31 
until January 2014,” 
says Sarah Stover, 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Manager for Sobeys 
Ontario. “The decision 
to close our Aurora 
location for such a 
long period of  time 
was not made lightly 
and substantial 
consideration was 
given to the impact on 
employees, customers 
and the community. 

“As a result of  the 
temporary closure, 104 
employees – 23 full-
time and 81 part-time 
– will be impacted. 
Some employees 
have received offers 
of  employment in 
comparable jobs within 
our store network, 
whereas others have 
been notified of  a 

temporary lay-off.”
All employees on 

temporary lay-off  
will be returning 
for orientation in 
December, she notes.

Sobeys stores in 
Richmond Hill and 
Bradford will remain 
open.

“Sobeys continues to 
be committed to serving 
the grocery needs of  
the Aurora community 
and we look forward to 
welcoming customers 
to our newly renovated 
store,” she says. 

Two years ago, the 
Aurora Sobeys store 
stepped up to the plate 
providing grocery 
services to seniors 
living west of  Yonge 
Street who were hit by 
the closure of  Foodland 
at St. Andrew’s Plaza. 
In a deal hammered 
out between the 
management of  the 
store and Newmarket-
Aurora MPP Frank 
Klees, the store 

provided ways for 
seniors to easily get 
to the store to do their 
own grocery shopping. 

Ms. Stover was 
unable to confirm 
whether provisions 
have been made for 
these residents during 
the renovations.

“The special 
accommodations that 
Sobeys made for seniors 
has been appreciated 
and I am hopeful these 
arrangements will be 
continued in January,” 
says Mr. Klees. “I have 
placed a call to manager 
Andrew McFadden and 
hope to confirm that 
this will be the case.

“In the meantime, 
I will pursue interim 
arrangements with 
organizations such as 
CHATS (Community 
and Home Assistance to 
Seniors) to ensure that 
seniors who have been 
depending on Sobeys’ 
service are looked 
after.”
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By Brock Weir

History is a way of  life 
for Dr. Leslie Oliver, and 
something to which he has 
devoted his life. 

Very active in the field 
of  “material culture”, 
however, he tackles this 
topic from a very practical 
standpoint. He’s not in it 
for the nostalgia or all the 
“warm and fuzzy feelings” 
nostalgia can produce, 
but looking at history as a 
“prologue” to where we are 
going.

“I don’t carry around a 
lot of  nostalgic imageries 
of  the past because, in 
many ways, the past is a 
bust!” he says.

To underscore his point, 
he holds up a ballpoint pen. 
Sure, it’s a simple pen but 
at the time, its development 
revolutionized the way 
people could communicate.

When he founded the 
Aurora Historical Society 
(AHS) 50 years ago this 
year, an anniversary which 
will be formally celebrated 
by its members this August, 
there was a drive to save 
people’s “memorabilia” 
for future generations. 
It was the beginning of  
the Aurora Collection, a 
large foundation of  “stuff” 
people have donated to 
the AHS over the past five 
decades to illustrate the 
past. 

“Like the pen, they 
can provide some 
understandings of  what 
life was about – values, 
interests, attitudes, and 
behaviours – of  people,” 
says Dr. Oliver. “But, in 
many ways, its collections 
are the least important.”

50 years on, Dr. Oliver 
expresses some dismay 
on the “political toing and 
froing”  about the Collection 
that has dominated so much 
of  Council’s discussion 
over the past 12 months. 
He looks back to the early 
decades of  the AHS as a 
time of  advocacy within 
the community, fighting the 
province for more effective 
consideration of  historical 
assets, securing “jewels 
in the crown” such as the 
Church Street School and 
the Grand Trunk Railway 
station on Wellington Street 
now used as the Aurora GO 
Station – and how far it has 
come. 

With 50 years behind the 
AHS, it is now time to take 
a good look at where they 
are going, he says.

“In my professional 
background, the last thing I 
would expect is the Society 
to be carrying on much in 
the same way it has been 
over the last 25 or 30 years, 
let alone 50,” he says. “It 
must invent a whole new 
future for itself. 

“Sometimes vision is 
hard to come by because 
when you’re working with 

a volunteer group of  people 
who come together because 
they have some sort of  
common base and shared 
value and interest in the 
community, or whether it 
is Councillors around the 
table, it is tough to generate 
widely held visions of  what 
is possible, probable and 
preferred.”

One doesn’t have to 
look far for examples 
of  proving Dr. Oliver’s 
argument. Aside from the 
debates over the future of  
the Collection itself, there 
has also been the debate on 

just what should be done 
with Hillary House. As 
a National Historic Site, 
there isn’t an extensive 
catalogue of  options, nor 
should there be, he says. 
It is one of  those “jewels 
in the crown.” Dr. Oliver 
is not, however, entirely 
enthusiastic about plans for 
the home to become part of  
a $10 million heritage park 
under the name “Hillary-
McIntyre Park.”

That plan is to combine 
Hillary House and the two 
properties immediately to 
the south into a public park 
with extensive renovations 
to the centre property 
to accommodate a new 
museum and conference 
facility. 

“Part of  our advocacy 
was very much connected 
with Hillary House,” Dr. 
Oliver recalls. “It has, as 
it turns out, been a major 
driver in what the society 
has done and not done over 
the last 20 years or so. It 
has been a very resource-
intense undertaking, one 
that in many ways the 
Society shouldn’t have got 
involved in. To take on a 
National Historic Site and 
try to manage and fund that 
thing is a step many people 
have been shaking their 

Avoid 6 Costly Errors When Moving to a 
Larger Home and Save Thousands

Aurora - A new report has just been released 
which identifies the 6 most common and costly 
mistakes that homebuyers make when moving to a 
larger home.

Unlike the experience of buying a first home, when 
you're looking to move-up, and already own a home, 
there are certain factors that can complicate the 
situation. It's very important for you to understand 
these issues before you list your home for sale.

Not only is there the issue of financing to consider, 
but you also have to sell your present home at 
exactly the right time in order to avoid either the 
financial burden of owning two homes or, just as bad, 
the dilemma of having no place to live during the gap 
between closings.

In answer to this issue, Industry Insiders have 
prepared a FREE special report entitled "6 Mistakes 
to Avoid When Trading Up to a Larger Home."

These six strategies will help you make informed 
choices before you put your home on the market in 
anticipation of moving to a larger home.

To order a FREE Special Report, visit 
www.AuroraHomeBuyer.ca and go to "Special 
Report"

 Get your free special report NOW to find out what 
you need to know to make your move-up to a larger 
home worry-free and without complication.

This report is courtesy of Andrew Fogliato - Sales Representative with RE/MAX York Group Realty Inc., Brokerage. 15004 Yonge Street, Aurora, 
Ontario. L4G1M6. Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright © 2013

50 years on, Historical Society needs new vision: Founder
heads that we couldn’t do 
that – and, as it turns out, 
we couldn’t.”

A parallel can be drawn, 
he adds, in what took place 
with the Church Street 
School. The AHS worked 
hard fundraising and 
securing grants to turn the 
building from its previous 
use to the “Aurora Heritage 
Centre.” Eventually, he 
said, that had to be turned 
over to the Town, the AHS 
lost control, and now they 
have to “get on our hands 
and knees to even get space 
in the building” for the 

Collection. 
A similar thing, he said, 

could be happening at 
Hillary House if  the park 
gains further traction. 
One of  the drivers used by 
proponents is the idea it 
would eventually become 
a public park that would 
become a public asset 
owned and managed by 
the Town. While he has 
criticism over the heritage 
aspect of  the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, he has 
praise for the Centre’s 
operating model set up by 
the previous Council.

“That is not 21st century 
thinking,” says Dr. Oliver, 
of  the Hillary-McIntyre 
plan. “That is not the 
way we think about those 
Cultural Assets these days 

WINDEX® Outdoor 
Window & Surface 
Sprayer • 950mL 
• Concentrated spray 
for use with garden 
hose (1000100816)

select  patio

%
OFF ‡

‡

select BBQs 
and BBQ 
accessories50 ‡

up to up to

25 %
OFF  

select 
outdoor 
power 
equipment

‡

up to

25 %
OFF

summer clearance
Hurry in, while quantities last!

Off our regular prices. Valid on In-Stock products only. Selection varies by store. Sorry, no rain checks. Offer valid at The Home Depot Canada.
Not valid in combination with any other offer. Some exceptions may apply. Selection varies by store and quantities are limited. Offer valid to 

No substitutions or rain checks. See Store Associate or Special Services Desk for details Canadian residents only. 

because there are other 
ways of  talking about 
how those things can be 
brought to fruition – how 
those lands can be saved 
and adapted for reuse as 
Cultural Assets for the 
Town, how we can retain 
those lands as taxable 
income as well as items on 
the debit side of  the Town’s 
accounts. There are much 
more sophisticated ways of  
thinking about that.

“I hope we will be able 
to move the agenda in a 
more sophisticated way 
of  doing that. The jewel 
there is Hillary House and 
because Hillary house is 
a National Historic Site, 
it has economic, social 
and cultural value for this 

Town. As a Town, we have 
got to mine that and make it 
work for us. [The scenario 
has] 2+ acres and Hillary 
House. What is the vision 
for those two acres five to 10 
years from now and how is 
that going to work for us?”

Next week in the second 
part of  our interview with Dr. 
Leslie Oliver, Aurora’s 1983 
Citizen of  the Year, we will 
explore the foundations of  
the Aurora Historical Society 
and how it has evolved over 
the past 50 years. 

50 years ago, Dr. Leslie Oliver was inspired to establish 
the Aurora Historical Society. Now, as its members cel-
ebrate their milestone this month, Dr. Oliver, pictured 
last week in his home office, says the organization 
needs to reconsider its focus.

Auroran photo  
by Brock Weir
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The Gathering Place 
210 Edward Street, Aurora 

905.841.-172  l  www.tgpoa.com

STILL ROOM FOR 
CAMP!
KIDZ
Bowling Day Camp 

for Ages 5-12 
AUGUST 12th - 16th

10AM - 3:30 PM daily 
Children bring their own lunch 

PLUS: 
Swimming   Games  Drama
Sports  Music Puppets 

Faith Lessons 
FUN and so much more!!
CALL TODAY 
905.727.2900 

Hosted By: 

BOWLING EVERY DAY 

ONLY $90 

FREE
BBQ COVER
WITH BBQ PURCHASE UNTIL SEPT. 1, 2013

PRESTIGE
P308RB

*President’s Limited Lifetime Warranty 
*Rear infrared burner with heavy duty rotisserie kit
*Made in Canada  • *Up to 44,000 BTU’s 

*Porcelainized cast iron WAVE cooking grids with 
  stainless steel  burners and sear plates
*Total cooking area: up to 483 square inches 
*SURE FOLD™ easy folding side shelves 

*

napoleongrills.com

799$
msrp

(Propane Model)

*on selected models.

While quantities last 

P308RB Features:

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Steralization Units

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

Let cooler  
heads prevail

I hope everyone is taking the opportunity to enjoy 
the hot summer weather. 

My wife Henny and I are taking advantage of  the 
reduced summer Council schedule to spend some 
vacation time in cottage country. It’s nice to get away 
occasionally to relax and re-focus on priorities.

It was great to see thousands of  residents and 
visitors participating in our Canada Day and Aurora 
150 activities over the long weekend. The fireworks 
and festivities were fantastic and the performance 
by Lighthouse really brought out an extra element of  
celebration for our sesquicentennial. 

I saw people of  all ages having a wonderful time at 
the events and concert, which really instilled a great 
sense of  community spirit.

Thank you to the many staff  from our Parks & 
Recreation department for their continued great work 
planning and executing the weekend festivities, and to 
the members of  our Aurora 150 Committee for their 
efforts to make this year’s celebration extra special.

After a great start to the summer, it was with 
tremendous regret that our community was subjected 
to the highly unscrupulous actions of  a developer 
who illegally clear-cut a three-acre parcel of  land, 
compounding this wanton action with the illegal 
dumping of  fill on the property and further site 
alterations. I have publicly expressed my outrage and 
disgust at this inexcusable act, and my comments are 
a matter of  public record. I do not need to expound 
upon them in this column.

However, I feel it is important to discuss some 
of  the comments that followed the tree-cutting and 
fill violations. It is not surprising that a number of  
environmental groups and other concerned citizens 
have vociferously vilified the actions which took place 
as well as the perpetrators. 

We all have every right to be angry. What concerns 
me is the notion that we must assume all developers 
intend to disregard the law and that dramatic levels 
of  surveillance – up to and including suggested 
vigilantism – are required to ensure that developers 
comply.

Bylaw violations are the exception, not the norm. 
Most developers conduct themselves appropriately. 
They do frequent and repeat business with 
municipalities and work co-operatively with all 
municipalities in York Region. They understand that 
it is not in their business and professional interest 
to run afoul of  municipal bylaws or other zoning or 
environmental regulations.   

We are governed by the rule of  law. People who 
flagrantly flout our laws are investigated and 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of  the law. While such 
investigation and prosecution may take time, rest 
assured that the Town and the Region will not turn 
a blind eye to the wanton acts of  damage to the Oak 
Ridges Moraine. 

In this instance, the Town and the Region intend 
to move ahead with a complete investigation and 
prosecution that we believe will result in significant 
fines and restitution, and set an example to everyone 
that the Town and the Region are committed to the 
protection of  the environment and the laws that 
govern it. 

Among other forms of  restitution, our bylaws afford 
us the ability to seek financial penalties and demand 
restoration of  illegally damaged or removed trees. 
The tools to dissuade rogue developers from engaging 
in illegal activity are at our disposal. Changing 
laws or expending enormous resources to survey a 
development industry that is overwhelmingly law-
abiding is unnecessary.   

This was an outrageous action, but cooler heads 
need to prevail. The Town and the Region will be 
aggressively pushing for restoration of  the damaged 
property and a hefty fine to dissuade any future 
attempts at illegal activity.

 Back to the lighter side of  things, the Town has 
a number of  activities taking place throughout 
the summer, including Concerts in the Park every 
Wednesday in Town Park and Movies in the Park 
coming in August. 

On August 17, many homes and buildings across 
our community will be open to the public for Doors 
Open Aurora. This is a great chance to see some 
gorgeous architectural treasures and learn about the 
history of  our Town. Our very popular Ribfest event is 
just around the corner in September, which is always 
a great community get-together. I hope to see you 
around Town.

Aurora needs healthier reserves, says Treasurer
By Brock Weir

Aurora needs to have 
more money in the “bank” 
to stay on track for the 
next 10 years, according to 
Treasurer Dan Elliot.

The Town’s reserve 
funds need to be revamped 
and more money needs 
to be set aside in these 
funds to account for 
future projects and future 
growth. Mr. Elliott made 
his comments this month, 
pitching his 10-Year Capital 
Plan to Councillors. Over 
the next 10 years, the plan 
has a $151 million vision 
for Aurora including 
keeping what Aurora 
already has in check and 
significant investment in 
new infrastructure. 

Reserve funds are not 
simply dollars stashed 
away for a rainy day, but 
are there to provide a 
buffer so any unexpected 
costs are not a direct hit on 
taxpayers. 

“Our [funding is largely] 
cash to capital reserve,” 
explained Mr. Elliott. 
“There is volatility of  
annual capital spending 
that requires some 
smoothing or buffering 
and it varies from year to 
year because each project 
is something potentially 
quite different using tax or 
utility rates, development 
charges, and other sources. 
If  we don’t use some form 
of  buffering, the tax and 
utility rate pressures occur 
and they can become quite 
volatile. When they become 
volatile they become quite 
political, quite frankly.

“Using reserve funds 
helps provide the buffer 
and allows infrastructure 
to be accomplished for the 
community as it needs 
to be done, still with the 
scrutiny of  Council, but 
the reserve funds provide 
a better financial ability to 
do that. The reserve funds 
received and the whole tax 
rate and utility rate from 
the budgets funds capital 
as it is required and the 
balance earns interests.”

To ensure reserve funds 
are healthy at the Town – 
and not all are in the best 
of  health at the moment 
– Mr. Elliott has proposed 
four strategies for the 
decade ahead. The first is 
to avoid going into debt 
for repairing or replacing 
existing capital assets 
which could be funded 
through development 
charges. Essentially, he 
said, this would entail 
the existing community 
continuing to pay for a 
facility’s operations while 
the incoming community – 
through new business and 
residential developments 
– would pay for its 
replacement. 

The second strategy is 
to have double what you 
actually need stored away 
for repair and replacement 
– two times the average 10 
year requirement. 

“This allows for 
sufficient buffering of  
year to year fluctuations 
without overbuilding the 
reserve balances,” said Mr. 
Elliott.

The third option is to 
divide cash to capital in 
proportion to needs, and 
the fourth is keeping cash-

to-capital contributions, 
which is hammered out 
during each year’s budget 
process – on an even 
keel, keeping pace with 
inflation. 

“Our 10 year plan is 
reasonable on a total 
spend basis,” said Mr. 
Elliott. “Our funding for 
the 10 year capital plan for 
existing assets is easily 
manageable, a half  a per 
cent tax increase each year 
sustains our infrastructure 
funding requirements, 
keeps us from needing to 
issue extensive debt for 
that kind of  stuff  or any 
debt actually. 

“It assures our 
community that we are on 
top of  our infrastructure, 
we have a plan for it, and 
we’re not facing the crisis 
that many municipalities 
are facing. We have seen 
some evidence of  that in the 
last several weeks. Finally 
we have this reorganization 
and redistribution thing of  
existing reserves, but no 
mixing of  our resources is 
being proposed.”

The 10 year capital plan 
is expected to be approved 
by Council this August. 
Reviewing the plan at this 
month’s Council meeting, 
Councillors praised the 
vision, but also expressed 
concerns about the reserve 
balances. 

Councillor Gaertner, 
for instance, said the 
incumbent and the 
previous Town Treasurers 
had both warned that there 
is not enough money in the 
Repair and Replacement 
reserves and questioned 
how the plan before 
Council addressed that 
problem. She also said she 
did not see any solution 
to getting development 
charge reserves back into 
the black. 

Mr. Elliott said the 
plan shows increasing 
contributions to the 
reserves if  his four 
recommendations are 
carried out. Some accounts 
will dip into the red, he 
said, but not repair and 
replacement.

“Overall, we never go 
into the deficit on our asset 
sustainability reserves,” 
he said. “I think this is a 
tremendous picture and 
I think this is something 
many municipalities would 

covet if  they saw it.”
As for the development 

charges, an ongoing 
study due in the fall will 
help address getting 
development charges, 
funds paid by developers 
for new homes and other 
buildings constructed 
within the municipality, 
back on track after sharp 
declines due to slowing 
building rates.

“The DC reserves are 
subject to our DC study 
currently ongoing,” he 
said, noting a possible 
re-think on how Aurora 

intends to pay for the $17 
million Joint Operations 
Centre and $7 million 
Youth Centre, both slated 
for 2014-2015. 

“We also [are 
considering] the potential 
debt financing on two major 
projects. I think that will go 
a long way to alleviate some 
of  the pressures on our total 
reserve picture because 
those are significant 
credits. Working with our 
DC consultant in the fall, 
I look forward to coming 
back with the growth-
related reserves.”
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www.auroragreenhouse.com

NEW LOCATION AS OF AUG. 1ST 2013
 

 We face to the north and we have parking right outside our unit. 
We still have cut flowers, planter baskets, gift gaskets and more 

space to specialize in larger Weddings and special events!

905-727-4651

225 Industrial Pkwy S, Unit #23 Aurora, On.
Come visit us at

AURORA GREENHOUSE
We’ve 
MOVED!

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, OntarioL4G 1P1
Tel: (905) 895-3425 Fax: (905) 726-3098
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www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FREE, No Obligation Trial Program

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

Aurora mulls Regional partnership for Leslie Street underpasses
By Brock Weir

Aurora could team 
up with the Region of  
York on two pedestrian 
underpasses tunnelling 
under Leslie Street when 
the busy road is widened 
and overhauled in 2015.

Councillors are set 
to formally approve co-
funding the pedestrian 
underpasses this month. 
The 50/50 cost sharing 
deal, if  approved, will 
come with a $475,000  
price tag.

Earmarked for 
construction beneath 
Leslie are crossings near 
St. John’s Sideroad and 
State Farm Way.

The underpasses 
are a long held vision 
of  members of  the 
Town’s Trails and 
Active Transportation 
Committee and have 
been outlined in Aurora’s 
Master Trails Plan. They 
have been long-time 
advocates of  making these 
underpasses a reality, 
allowing pedestrians to 
cross busy roads without 
having to contend with 
traffic. Whether financed 
by the Town, the Region, or 

in collaboration between 
the two, a potential deal 
was reached last month. 

There was initially 
push back from the 
region over potential 
costs of  underpasses, but 
further studies indicated 
the costs would be less 
than previously forecast. 
Savings have been found 
in a number of  key areas, 
including making best use 
of  culverts which already 
need to be addressed and 
slight modifications of  
existing plans. 

The underpass 260 
metres north of  State 
Farm Way will use a twin 
box culvert at a cost of  
$400,000 split two ways, 
and 380 metres north of  
St. John’s Sideroad using 
a twin tunnel for $550,000. 

“I am very glad we 
have an agreement 
on two underpasses,” 
said Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner at Council this 
month of  the talks which 
began in 2009. The issues 
were initially addressed 
on July 17 but a final 
decision was put off  until 
August 13. 

“I think having two 
underpasses is a great 

success and I would like 
to congratulate the Trails 
Subcommittee that did 
so much work on this, 
staff, Mr. Downey, and 
others. I would also like 
to congratulate mayor 
Morris’ Council for 
initiating and supporting 
what I think is a very 
valuable addition to the 
community.”

As Council reserved 
their final decision 
until mid-August, 
some Councillors 
had a more tempered 
view of  the project, in 
particular Councillor 
Michael Thompson who 
questioned whether this 
was the right investment 
in the right place.

He questioned whether 
or not these underpasses 
would lead to lands 
where the Town can 
actually continue a trail, 
or whether any further 
acquisitions would be 
made to fully realise the 
trails plan in light of  the 
Province and the Region’s 
planned interchange 
between Highway 404 and 
St. John’s Sideroad by the 
end of  this decade.

“If  we build this 

underpass in 2015, is 
this going to be a tunnel 
to nowhere, or is there 
actually going to be a trail 
here? I question putting 
an underpass there for a 
trail that may or may not 
ever materialize, which 
would dead-end if  it can’t 
cross over St. John’s and 
you have to move back.

“I think it is wonderful 
that the Region is willing 
to fund it all, but is it 
really needed in that spot? 
I don’t necessarily want to 
have an underpass where 
people come down and 
there is a sign at the end 
of  the underpass saying 
please turn around and go 
back. It’s the same thing 
when you look at the one 
south that is 260 metres 
north of  State Farm Way. 
State Farm has indicated 
they didn’t want the 
trail around their lands. 
The underpass that is at 
Wellington and the 404 
is never going to happen 
and the rest of  this land, 
which is employment 
land, are they going to 
have the same objections 
as State Farm did and 
say they don’t want this 
going through their land 

as well?
“To be honest with 

you, I am not in favour of  
approving this because 
of  the decisions that have 
already been made with 
regards to Wellington 
Street and St. John’s with 
the underpasses and the 
likelihood of  those trails 
connecting.”

At the end of  the day, 
he added, it might make 

more sense to re-assess 
Leslie Street closer to 
when the Region begins 
work to see if  it can 
accommodate wider 
sidewalks and bikeways. 

What do you think? Do 
you think underpasses 
under Leslie Street are 
a good idea? Send your 
thoughts to letters@
auroran.com. 

“Now what?” is big question for Collis Leather
12

A REFRESHING WAY TO HELP – Erika, 2, Josh, 3, and Leah, 6, parked themselves out-
side their Aurora Heights Drive home on Saturday morning, opening up a lemon-
ade stand at 25 cents a cup. The youngsters aimed to assist flood relief for families 
in Alberta one quarter at a time.   Auroran photo by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Wednesday, July 31, 2013Page  10 THE AURORAN, Wednesday, July 31, 2013                  Page 11

GERMAN BREWMASTER
+ LOCAL INGREDIENTS

THE PERFECT CRAFT

L.H. LIND REALTY INC.

15105 Yonge St., Suite 100, Aurora

lenard@lhlindrealty.com
View virtual tour for most listings

@www.lhlindrealty.comFeature Properties
FOLLOW  US  ON  TWITTER: twitter.com/lhlindrealty

OR  bEcOmE  a  FaN ON FacEbOOk:  FacEbOOk.com/lhlindrealty 

aurora’s toP sales Producer 2012†
“Service with Professionalism” 905-841-0000 • 416-410-8223

Ontario’s only...
ISO 9001 : 2008 REgISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Jackie Martin
Salesperson

adaM lind
Salesperson

Mike lind
Salesperson

eva O’Sullivan
Salesperson

lenard lind 
Broker of

record/Owner

Feature Properties

call today for a “Free” Property evaluation!* 905-841-0000
†based on IMS Stats  Aurora Offices*Some conditions apply.

Gated exclusivity in Stonebridge! Loaded with upgrades! 9 foot ceilings! Updated kitchen  
with quartz stone counters! Ground floor master with 5 piece ensuite. Bright professionally  
finished walkout lower level with huge family room and 2 more bedrooms! Ensuites to all  
bedrooms! Backs to ravine!

AURORA 4 BEDROOM END UNIT CONDO BUNGALOFT LINK!

$748,888

Bring your business home! Paved road access!  3 minutes to Highway 27! 2000+ square  foot, 8 year 
old bungalow! Open concept with bright, professionally finished lower level with in-law potential!  
Oversized heated double garage! Separate 3000 SF shop with 3 drive-in bay doors, 18 foot clear 
height and heated workroom! Loads of parking for trailers & trucks!

INNISFIL! 25 ACRES! CUSTOM BUNGALOW AND 3000 SF SHOP!

$1,250,000

Complete renovation!  Great for home business office – light industrial – fitness – research lab  
& more!  Steps to GO train!  Gleaming hrdwd floors!  Fresh modern décor!  Open concept 
floor plan!  New 2-piece washroom & 3 private offices on 2nd floor!  Unspoiled lower level!  
Fully fenced!  Great curb appeal – just move in!

AURORA OFFICE BUILDING WITH 7 PARKING SPOTS! 

$549,900

HUNTER’S GLEN 5200 SF GEM!  PICTURESQUE PRIVACY 2.5 ACRES!

$2,549,900

Superb completely reno’d estate home in Aurora’s most sought-after estate community!  
Updated & upgraded “gourmet” centre island kit!  Sumptuous master w/enticing en-
suite!  Updated baths!  Knock-out prof. f inished walk-out bsmt!  Oasis backyard w/
pool with waterfall & hot tub and party room!  Simply sensational!

Salse office at Lot 17 Davina Circle – Yonge St. north of Bloomington to signs!  Open House Sat 
1-4pm or by appointment.  4900 SF model home!  5 forested ravine lots available and 4 floor plans 
to choose from!  4,450 SF to 5,670 SF, some with main floor master bedroom!  Gated privacy 
and much more!  Stone, stone & stucco or stone & brick exteriors!  Amazing attention to detail by 
renowned builder!  Builder finished basement optional!

EXCLUSIVE BLOOMINGTON HEIGHTS!

$2,350,000

Picturesque views of the countryside!  Two 2-car garages!  Interlock drive with coachlights!  
Open concept flr plan!  Hrdwd strip floors!  Modern centre island kitchen w/granite cntrs  
& open to sunken spacious fam rm w/woodburning fireplace!  Sundrenched solarium!   
5 walk-outs!  Trail through property!  Loads of parking!   $1,228,888

4000SF MODERN COUNTRY HOME!  64 ACRES!

SPECTACULAR! 4300 SF! RENOVATION! FINISHED BASEMENT! POOL!

$999,900

Have it all!  Soaring 9 ft. ceilings & gleaming hrdwd strip floors!  Sunken living room!  Sep. 
formal DR!  Spacious family room w/custom B-I wall unit!  Knock-out updated & upgraded 
Fischer kitchen w/granite counters & top-of-the-line B-I stainless steel appliances!  Bright 
prof. fin w/o lower level w/wet bar, home theatre area & more! 

Aurora’s gateway to the business core!  Attention owner occupiers & inves-
tors!  Exceptional quality medical and office use building with 16  parking  spots!   
Numerous uses!  Large reception and principal room sizes!  2 washrooms!  R5-18 
zoned! Why lease when you could own!

AURORA MEDICAL/OFFICE!  CENTURY CHARACTER & CHARM!

$999,999

Brokerage

Simply sensational!  Soaring 9 to 14 ft. ceilings!   Open concept floor plan!  Gleaming hrdwd strip 
floors!  Separate formal dining rm!   Main flr den!  Gourmet custom centre island kit open to huge 
“great room” w/custom cabinetry!  Inviting master w/enticing ensuite!  Builder prof. finished lower level 
w/massive rec room w/wet bar, custom built-ins, 2 bdrms & 3pc bath!  $1,149,900

KING VALLEY!  GATED EXCLUSIVITY! BUNGALOW BEAUTY!



THE AURORAN, Wednesday, July 31, 2013Page  12 THE AURORAN, Wednesday, July 31, 2013                  Page 13

FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

with new hours: 
Tues – Wed – Fri – Sat – 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thursday – 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

 fans
 PricesCOOLCooler
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Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. © 2012 Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts. All rights reserved. 

w w w . w e l l s t l o f t s . c o m

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK.COM/WELLSTLOFTS

 easy access to Toronto. penthouses, all featuring your choice of   
 traditional or contemporary finishes.

• Up to $10,000 in Upgrades

• Flexible Deposit Structure

•  Free Rogers Installation 
& Services for 6 Months

See Listing Agent for Details. Brokers Protected with Personal Introduction.

DETENTION�NEVER�HAD�
SO�MANY�INCENTIVES

Have a lot to do? “Outsource it locally!” say business founders
By Brock Weir

Riding on the bus or train, 
one can’t help hearing other 
people’s conversations. 

During the early morning 
or late evening rush hours, 
these conversations often 
turn to complaints about 
their busy lives and trying 
to find a moment to do that 
odd errand in the shops and 
at home, or simply finding a 

moment for one’s self. Rather 
than just complaining about 
it to anyone who would 
listen – or eavesdrop – 
Aurora’s Shabbir Evershine 
has decided to do something 
about it. 

Mr. Evershine and two 
friends have launched 
“LocaWoka” an online 
service which allows people 
through social media like 
Facebook and LinkedIn to 

“outsource” their errands, 
thus helping them reach the 
bottom of  their inbox and 
check off  that last item on 
their “honey do” list.

On the other hand, people 
would be able to find local, 
temporary work earning 
extra money to make ends 
meet.

“My co-founder and I had 
been thinking about this for 
a while now in how we can 
enable people to basically 
outsource their errands and 
their temporary work to 
other people around them 
who are willing, able, and 
have the skills,” says Mr. 
Evershine. “A person will 
have a better, more enriched 
life by outsourcing some of  
the things they are too busy 
to do. The people around 
them who have the skills and 
are passionate about fixing 
somebody’s car, mowing the 
lawn, or just wanting some 
extra income can benefit 
from it as well.”

LocaWoka – a play 
on “local worker” – 
recently got a boost from 
Toronto’s MaRS, providing 
assistance to start-ups 
and entrepreneurs. Their 
advisors have been on hand 
to help them get up and 
running and out of  a field 
of  100 recent applicants they 
were whittled down into the 
top 10. 

“They helped us 
understand the market 
dynamics and research 
around it,” says Mr. 
Evershine. “We are now 
hoping to fully launch from 
a commercial perspective by 
the end of  August.”

The concept will see 

people sign up to their 
website connected to their 
Facebook or LinkedIn 
Accounts, advertising their 
special skills and services, 
and connect with people 
in their surrounding 
community who might 
want to take them up on 
their offer. It is a temporary, 
non-binding relationship, he 
says. 

Different models had 
been considered in the 
pre-launch stage. They 
considered screening 
everybody who comes into 
the program and while 
they said there are merits 
in that, it “defeats the 
purpose” of  their vision of  
a “self-growing community. 
Ultimately this will be a self-
policing platform governed 
in a similar structure to 
eBay in that users would 
be able to leave ratings 
and reviews for services 
rendered. 

“When we launch it as a 
fill mechanism, people will 
post what they need,” he 
says. “In the future, once 
we build a community of  
people who know each other 
and are online within that 
‘ecosystem’, it will almost 
be a reverse auction as well 
with people saying, ‘this is 
what I can do, this is what I 
am great at, and this is what 
I am passionate about and 
offering’. 

“Time has become such 
that you don’t know your 
neighbours or the people 
on your street. There could 
be people who are great 
musicians, people who 
are great piano players, 
and people who just love 

to garden. If  we can tap 
into that and there is an 
underemployed market, 
or people who are just 
looking for more leisure and 
recreational work, I think 
this helps bond neighbours 
as well. If  I have a neighbour 
two doors down who can 
help me and who has the 
expertise then why not get 
it through him? He is going 
to make some money, I am 
going to get the help I need, 
and at the same time, we’re 
building a community as 
well.”

Mr. Evershine moved to 
Aurora over a year ago from 
the Yonge Street and Finch 
Avenue area. Hearing good 

things about the community 
from friends who had moved 
here a few years previous, 
he says word of  mouth was 
accurate and it is the kind 
of  community he wants to 
foster through LocaWoka.

“I feel the folks are great 
here and I feel something 
like this would facilitate 
what is already going on 
here – great people and 
great community. Since I 
moved here, I pretty much 
know everyone who lives 
on the block and I think this 
kind of  technology helps us 
become closer.”

For more information, 
visit www.locawoka.com. 

Aurora’s Shabbir Evershine and Hussain Bandukwa-
la have co-founded LocaWoka, a local service to out-
source your errands to neighbours and others in the 
local community looking for temporary work.
      Supplied photo
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Aurora Jays are ready for playoffs after successful run
By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Blue Jays 
are primed and ready for 
the playoffs after another 
successful season in the 
North Dufferin Baseball 
League.

The Jays finished the 
season on a respectable 
run, losing only once in 
their last seven games.

The loss came against 
the league leading Bolton 
Brewers last week, where 
the Jays were forced to 
swallow a 1 – 0 defeat.

“They are the best team 
right now, so we kind of  
looked forward to it,” said 
Blue Jay Mike Keon. 

“But the game against 
the Brewers certainly 
did lack the intensity of  
Bolton/Aurora matchups 
of  the past. Bolton played 
a modified squad, didn’t 
have a lot of  guys in and 
threw a bunch of  different 
pitchers.”

Making the loss sting 
a little more was the fact 

that the Brewers scored 
the only run of  the game 
in the bottom of  the first 
inning.

Aurora pitcher Ian 
Milne was charged with 
the loss, but pitched a 
masterful game for his 
team. 

In fact, pitchers Milne, 
Brett Owen and Ian Rettie 
have been stalwarts on 
the mound for the Jays as 
of  late.

“We’ve had great 
pitching,” said Keon. “In 
the last five games we’ve 
only given up 10 runs. 
That’s perfect because 
we’ve always had a really 
good hitting team and at 
the start of  the season our 
pitching was lacking a bit 
and to see it come around 
now is great.”

Blue Jays catcher Rob 
Wilson said it was a tough 
loss to take.

“Any time we don’t get 
a win is a disappointment, 
but a 1 – 0 loss to a strong 
Bolton club bodes well for 

us. They do everything 
well, so to keep them to 
one run says our pitching 
and defence was solid,” he 
said.

“Obviously you can’t 
win a game without 
scoring a run, but we 
hit a few balls hard, 
just couldn’t string it 
together.”

As things currently 
stand, the Jays will face 
the Clearview Orioles 
in the first round of  the 
playoffs. The Jays split 
their season series with 
Clearview 1 – 1.

With the regular season 
behind them, Wilson feels 
his team is primed for 
another strong run at the 
Strother Cup.

“We approached last 
week as a tune-up for the 
playoffs and for the most 
part I was happy with the 
result,” he said.

Keon added that 
team’s confidence seems 
to be high as the playoffs 
approach.

“I think we’re pretty 
confident going in. Even 
if  you’re the one or two 
seed [Aurora is third] 
you’re going to get a tough 
series, so Clearview we 
certainly think we can 
win, but they kind of  
spanked us at the start of  
the year, but we got them 
back here at the end of  the 
season.

“They’re one of  those 
teams that seems to pitch 
and play defence pretty 
well, so we’ll have to 
match them on that front 
and just hope that we can 
get a few runs across and 
come out on the right side 
of  it. We expect to, and 
have the goal of  making 
the finals and once you’re 
there hopefully you can 
have a good series, but 
you’ve got to win to get 
there.”

Playoffs will likely 
start on Tuesday, Aug. 6 
with Clearview visiting 
the Blue Jays at Lambert 
Willson Park. 

Aurora Jays’ Stephen Vallee winds up at bat.
Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

Barbs slip to fourth in Toronto Scottish standings
The Aurora Barbarians Rugby Club 

senior men’s team hosted three games 
at Fletcher’s Fields on Saturday with the 
third team taking on Balmy Beach and 
the first and second teams scrumming 
down with Stoney Creek, the current 
leaders in the Marshall Premiership.

Balmy Beach struggled to send a full 
side on an away game as the lakeshore 
club’s premiership sides were playing at 
home to Waterloo County and needed to 
keep the reserve benches full.  The teams 
agreed on a player exchange to provide a 
meaningful match with the Barbarians 
going on to earn a well-deserved 47-12 
victory. 

Scoring for the home side was Liam 
Kennelly and SAC graduate Mark 
Denton each with two tries and singles 
going to Adam Young, as well as novice 
senior players Kellan Spence and Kiaran 
Joyce. Kicker William Tope added six 
conversions.

In the second team match up the 
Barbarians faced a big Stoney Creek 
side that attempted to grind through a 
physical game and wear down the Aurora 
defense, but the home side was certainly 
up for the task. 

They used every opportunity to move 
the ball wide to take advantage of  their 
speed and ball-in-hand skills. The tactics 
proved very successful as the Barbs came 
away with a 27-12 victory all the Aurora 
points coming off  outstanding back plays.  

Flyhalf  Ryan Cowan scored a hat 
trick of  trys while St. Maximilian Kolbe 
graduate Kyle Spicer added a single. Mark 
Denton, called into a second match as a 
replacement kicker, added two converts.

The first team game was frustrating 
for the home team. The Barbarians’ 
scrimmaging proved to be challenge 
against a seasoned Stoney Creek pack of  
forwards who put the home side on their 
back heels in every set play. Although 
Aurora scored first and lead 14 -12 at half  
time on trys by flyhalf  Bryn Davies and 
hooker Eric Selvaggi – both converted by 
Davies, they never developed a rhythm 
that allowed them to take advantage of  
their speed. 

On numerous occasions the 
Barbarians lost the ball in contact and 
committed unforced errors. Heavy rain 
became a factor through the last twenty 
five minutes of  the game. The only 
scoring in the second half  was a penalty 
kick by Stoney Creek to squeak out a 15-
14 victory.  

After the game Aurora Coach Ian 
McLeod noted, “Our boys played 
outstanding defense limiting the 
Niagara club to only 15 points versus 
their league leading average per game 
of  34, but Aurora’s turnover count was 
unacceptable. Against a big team like 
that you need to keep possession and be 
patient for the opportunities that open 
up.”

With the loss the Barbarians slip to 
fourth place with Toronto Scottish taking 
over the lead and Stoney Creek now in 
second. Markham Irish moved into third 
place with a win over Oakville Crusaders.  
The Marshall League competitors will sit 
out next week for the Simcoe Day holiday.  
The Barbarians play next on August 10 
when they host Ajax Wanderers for three 
games at Fletcher’s Fields.

Joey Stel qualifies for track 
nationals in BC

By Jeff Doner

Aurora runner Joey 
Stel has taken another 
big stride forward in 
realizing his goals for 
the summer. 

The 16-year old 
recently added to a 
successful summer 
by “crushing” his 
personal bests in both 
the 1.5K and 3K races 
to qualify for track 
nationals in Langley, 
BC later this summer.

“Everything just 
lined up. In the past it 
seemed like it would 
be a really hot day, I 
had already raced that 
day or the day before 
or I would just flat 
out screw up one lap, 
this time I didn’t,” he 
said about his most 
recent 1.5K race at York 
University.

“I crushed my 
time. I was sitting at 
4:11 for most of  the 
year and it’s not that 
I didn’t have the best 
circumstances to run 
really good times, it 
was just I didn’t think 
it would end up getting 
a 4:06.”

Shortly after beating 
his 1.5K personal best 
by five seconds, he 
went on to do the exact 
same thing in the 3K, 
trimming a 9:06:04 
personal best down to 
a 9:01.

“I really didn’t think 
I had it in me there, to be 
honest,” he admitted. 
“I’ve never really had 
a better weekend of  
racing for me before.”

But this time around, 
Stel said everything 
just seemed to come 
together for him.

“For once it was not 
hot. A cold front came 
in after the rain and I 
think it was about 22 
degrees and that felt 
awesome. Since it was 
a championship meet, 
the circumstances were 
just really good. There 
was a guy in front of  
me on my team and 
basically I just tried to 
stick with him and I 
knew that would get me 
a solid time.”

Stel is a member of  
the Newmarket Huskies 
cross country running 
team and said that it 
feels great to be finally 

achieving some of  his 
goals for the summer. 
The big goal there was 
qualifying for nationals 
in Langley, BC on Aug. 
8.

“That’s the goal for 
me pretty much every 
year. Now I’ve made it 
and the goal becomes 
trying to do well there,” 
he said.

Although thrilled 
with the outcome, 
he said achieving a 
qualifying time came a 
little later than he had 
originally hoped.

“It’s actually later 
than expected, but what 
was really at the front 
of  my mind was that I 
only had two races left 
to qualify for nationals 
and if  I screwed up 
there I would have only 
had one shot left,” he 
said.

“Now it really 
doesn’t matter when I 
got it, just that I got it 
and it feels amazing. It’s 
actually quite relieving 
because last year I was 
off  by 0.7 of  a second, 
so it’s been a long time 
and I’ve never made it to 
track nationals.”
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Respect. Trust. Enjoy.

Sponsored by: 

Support your team  
with a vote.

 

@BMOSoccer

Congratulations Girls U9 Aurora Stingers of Aurora, ON 
for being named BMO® Team of the Week. Vote for this team online 
between August 5-19 to be named BMO Team of the Week 2013 Champion!

towards refurbishing their local soccer field, a $5,000 donation to any 
Canadian charity and a trip to watch a Canadian Major League Soccer 
or a Canadian ntional Team home match.

Vote at BMOsoccer.com

If they have the most votes, 
their community will receive $125,000 

Aurora Youth 
Soccer Club

GIRLS
JULY 22 - JULY 26, 2013

U13
Lifestyles Home 
Creations, Maroon 1 -
G. Bennett. 
Sky 2 -
S. Stewart, A. Devogel.
 
U13 
Guaranteed Roofing, 
Emerald 2 - 
M. Sadowski, K. Topping. 
CGI, Black 2 -
 L. Boutin, V. Carriere.

U13 
Scotia Bank, Scarlet 1 - 
M. Bourgeois. 
Home Hardware, Gold 
3 - 
C. Brown 2, M. Bertola.

U14-15
Canadian Vascular 

Labs, Gold 4 -
M. Short 2, R. Van Holt, J. 
Pispia. 
Golder Associates, 
Lime 5 S. Steeles 3, C. 
Whelan, J. Laurigano.

U14-15 
Pink 3 - 
A. Martin 2, K. Devries. 
Stirling Cook, 
Purple 7 - 
C. Srouji 6, A. Mosu.

U14-15 
Still Waters, Royal 1 -
 F. Stewart. 
Michael Tough, Scarlet 
4 - 
M. Irish 2, A. Mayer 2.

U14-15
Upper Canada 
Mall, Sky 2  C. 
Gibson, J. Steenhorst. 
Michelberger 

Orthodontics, Teal 2 -
 K. Faderbauer, J. Russo.

U14-15
 Port Royal, White 4 - 
S. Saunders, L. Dubeau, 
E. Colin, V. Petinarelis. 
Upper Canada Mall,
Emerald 6 - 
B. Howell 3, C. Vasiliou 2, 
B. Nunn.

BOYS
July 17

U12 
Wilson Baliff, Scarlet 
3 -
 S. Colicchio 2, P. 
Trajceski. Micronex, 
Gold 6 -
 A. Miranda 5, W. 
Sherman.  

July 22-26

U12
Micronex, Gold 3 - 
M. Gennaro, E. McGill, 
W. Sherman. Jewellers 
International, White 8 -
M. McConnell 3, B. 
Afshan, A. Wolke, J. Gage, 
A. Pack, T. Zambri.

U16-18 
Upper Canada Mall,
Emerald 1 - 
T. Kiriakakis. 
Upper Canada Mall, 
Gold 2  
B. Wilson, A. De Roos.

U16-18 
Upper Canada Mall, 
Silver 3 -
H. Abdel-Jabbar, F. 
DeBuono, J. Power
Upper Canada Mall, 
Scarlet 3

HOUSE LEAGUE RESULTS
U16-18
Upper Canada Mall, 
Black 2 
T. Caron, G. Robinson. 
Upper Canada Mall, 
Silver 5 -
 K. Del 2, H. Abdell, F. 

Debano, L. Pupner.
U13 
Navy 0 
ICE Photo, Sky 8 -
M. Hollett 3, J. Snedden 2, 
R. Parente, N. Rountes, D. 
Blom.

Scores compiled 
by Virginia

Stinger Girls bring home 
American cup

By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Stingers U11 Girls Soccer Team has 
taken their winning ways to the next level, recently 
bringing home the Schwan’s USA Cup gold division 
championship title all the way from Blaine, Minnesota.

Head coach Matt Rosati said the Schwan’s USA Cup 
title is the largest youth tournament in the Western 
Hemisphere, making it no small feat for the Aurora 
squad.

“They were in awe as soon as they got there,” said 
Rosati. “Just the fact that it took so long to get there I 
think made them feel like this was a big deal and it was. 
This was no ordinary tournament. It was really world 
class.”

This year the tournament had over 1,000 participants 
from 17 US states and 17 countries, including 11 teams 
proudly representing Ontario.

The Stingers had to beat some formidable 
competition, defeating six Minnesota teams en route to 
the title.

The girls collected wins against Lakes United FC 
Pumas, Blaine dynamite home team and WBL Black in 
round robin play, before moving onto the quarter finals 
against the Dakota Rev Sirens. A win there put them in 
the semi-finals against the North Metro Comets. A win 
against the Comets vaulted them into the finals, where 
they were victorious against the Orono Thunder.

Winning all six of  their games, the team managed 
to score an incredible 30 goals and allowed only three.

Coach Rosati, who had been coaching the same 
group for a few years, said he knew his team had it in 
them all along.

“We’ve been fairly dominant since they first started 
playing at eight year old. They’ve always been a high-
skilled team.”

But the coach added that it is not so much about the 
wins for his team, explaining that the experience itself  
was the biggest part of  the tournament.

“The way I like to put it is, you learn about the 
culture of  the sport. It’s not the same when you just go 
to a tournament and leave,” he said. 

“There was big time interaction with so many 
different people and I have to say our players probably 
learned more about the culture of  the sport in the one 
week that we were down there than they probably had 
in the four years being in Canada.”

Aside from the games, Rosati said the girls really 
enjoyed the opening ceremonies and trading pins and 
getting to know all the other teams.

“I think that meeting all those different people was 
something they really looked forward to a lot,” he said. 
“It was so good for them. I knew it was something 
different and I knew it would mean more to them.” 

The team still has a big chunk of  their season to play 
here at home in Ontario, but Rosati said the Schwan’s 
tournament has definitely been a highlight.

“Our team has done so well in the past four years,” he 
said. “They deserved a memorable soccer experience. 
To say I was proud is an understatement. Winning it 
all was a bonus to the whole experience, but I would be 
lying if  I said I didn’t enjoy it.”
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BELOW 

SUMMER 
SALE

50 % 
OFF

UP
 T

O

 
• Birkenstock • Rockport • Clarks 
• Mephisto • Naot • Merrel ...and many more!

 50% OFF our 
ALREADY REDUCED SALE TABLES 
OF PURSES, SHOES & CLOTHING 

(ALMOST 75% OFF)

Take an
 

extra

SHOES
SINCE 1970

SHOES
SINCE 1970

One location for your convenience and shopping pleasure...

Also Men’s and Ladies’ clothing: 
• Kenzie  •  Mavi  • Buffalo... and other lines!

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!  DON’T  FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES
 - JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!  Celebrating our 43rd year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St.,  Aurora Shopping Centre  

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes
www.omarsshoes.com

Featuring:

5JEANS

BELOW 5JEANS

“Swimming Team  
Financially Supports 
Athletes To Attend  

High Performance Meets
 

The Richmond Hill Aquatic Club (RHAC), a local 
swim team, has been developing athletes for the past 

forty- three years.  Recently, RHAC has started to  
produce very successful athletes on both  

the national and international scale.
 

To show support for their athletes, RHAC, in  
conjunction with a Richmond Hill resident, Bruce  

Palmer, has created a high performance fund for the 
athletes in the Club. Swimmers who attend big swim 
meets have the opportunity of having their expenses, 

and even their travel paid for by the Club. Many  
swimmers have already saved thousands of dollars  
and been able to attend more meets thanks to this  

fund, and more will benefit in years to come.  
Sponsorship on this scale is incredibly rare in  

amateur sports.
 

When asked why the outpouring of support for  
athletes, Head Coach Konstantin Danailov indicated 

that RHAC will always support high performance  
swimming and will try to develop athletes to the  

highest caliber to which they want to perform. “The 
high performance fund is just to help alleviate the 
financial burden that swimming fast usually brings. 
Money should not be the reason athletes achieve  

their swimming dreams”.
 

To learn more about the Richmond Hill Aquatic Club, 
their successes, or the fund, please visit their website   

at www.rhac.ca. “

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to re-
solve parenting, support, and property is-
sues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on 
achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

#201�-�16610�Bayview�Avenue,�Newmarket
PH:�905-953-0023�FX:�905-953-0023�
e-mail:�pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

By Brock Weir

Much of  Aurora’s 10 
year vision includes the 
repair and replacement of  
things many of  us don’t 
necessary give a second 
thought to day to day. 

These include repairs 
to existing roads, sewers 
trails, and other initiatives, 
as well as upgrades and 
updates to leisure facilities 
and parks. The forecasted 
plan, however, also 
accounts for significant 
new buildings and public 
spaces.

“There are a number 
of  significant new projects 
identified throughout 
the 11 years of  the Long 
Term Capital Investment 
Plan [2013-2023],” said Dan 
Elliott, Treasurer for the 
Town of  Aurora, in his 10 
year Capital Plan. “These 
include $16,482,000 for a new 
Joint Operations Centre (a 
two year project beginning 
in 2013), a $15,250,000 three 
year project beginning 
in 2015 for the design 
and construction of  a 
new recreation facility, 
$7,440,000 for a three-year 
project for a new Library 
branch starting in 2014 
and $1,500,000 for a new 
artificial ice rink in 2018.

“In addition to these 
specific large projects, there 
are five new roads projects 

 

with a value of  $3,588,300; 
16 new sidewalk projects 
totalling $7,048,600, and 35 
new Parks and Recreation 
projects, including new 
trails, a skateboard park, 
new court facilities, and 
a number of  pedestrian 
rail crossings associated 
with the trail network, all 
totalling $19,871,900.”

At the last Council 
meeting, Mr. Elliott 
stressed this is a “living 
document” which will 
continue to evolve over 
the years. Significantly in 
light of  August’s Council 
meeting, in the 2013-2023 
Capital Plan, $195,000 in 
repairs alone – covering 
roof, floor, heat and air, 
and elevator repairs – 
are allocated for the Old 
Public Library building 
on Victoria Street. The 
future of  the buildings was 
supposed to be determined 
in June, but was deferred 

until the July Council 
and then once again until 
August, where it is likely 
to be deferred once again 
pending plans from Seneca 
College, the Region of  York, 
and the Town of  Aurora to 
turn the old building into 
a “Fab Lab” innovation 
incubator. 

As for the possibility of  
a new library branch, there 
is still a lot of  work to be 
done before that is a reality, 
says Reccia Mandelcorn of  
the Aurora Public Library.

“Adding a new branch 
is part of  a strategic long-
term vision,” she says. “. At 
this point, it is a feasibility 
study and there is nothing 
imminent at this time. I 
don’t think you can really 
presuppose something 
before a study comes in 
because things change 
so much in terms of  
demographics, materials 
and space.”

Sports and rec spaces  
on tap for decade ahead

By Jen Meron

That’s the pre-
performance cheer that 
went up from the athletes 
about to take the floor for 
their Large Twirl Team 
“Criminals” at the Ontario 
Provincial Championships 
in May 2013 at Durham 
College, Oshawa.  

It had been already a 

long season that started 
in September, and it was 
all on the line now as the 
twirlers prepared to take 
the floor.  A Provincial 
Title was on the line, not 
to mention, qualification 
for the Canadian Baton 
Twirling Championships 
scheduled for July in 
Moncton.

The girls were nervous 
– hand-sweating nervous! 
Not a good thing when 
you’re about to go out and 
do dance and gymnastics 

under a spinning silver 
stick!

The “Criminals” 
routine had certainly 
had a challenging year 
to say the least.   Coach 
Meron wanted to put a 
routine on the floor that 
encompassed almost all of  
the competitive twirlers to 
promote team spirit and 
unity, as a tribute to the 

Club’s 20th Anniversary.
The composition was 

indeed the widest mix of  
ages and abilities, from 10 
year olds and those with 
only 3 years of  twirling 
under their belts, up to 
those with over 10 years 
experience and world-level 
credentials. 

Set to Michael Jackson’s 
“Smooth Criminal”, the 
routine utilized everyone 
to the best of  their ability, 
while showcasing those 
who had proven skills.  But 

the team had struggled 
throughout the year with 
breakdowns.

Now, in front of  a cross-
Canada judging panel, it 
was time to show their 
stuff.  Fingers crossed, 
the team entered the floor 
under the leadership of  
internationally ranked 
Teija RomColthoff  of  
Aurora.

It’s said that magic 
happens when the athlete 
trusts their training 
and have an epiphany 
as to what the coach/
choreographer has been 
trying to say, and some of  
that magic was definitely 
with the team that day!  

During the 4 minute 
routine, the girls 
precision and unison was 
almost flawless.  Batons 
were caught and the 
performance level of  the 
twirlers truly made the 

“Spectrum fans in the Stands If you’re with us, clap your hands!”
audience believe their 
portrayal of  “Criminals”.  
Every girl on the floor 
went above and beyond.  

By the time the police-
car sound effects played 
at the end, Coach Jen was 
finally able to breathe, as 
the team had finally done 
what had been intended…
worked to the best of  
their ability, and worked 
together.  

The excitement and 
smiles as the girls exited 
the floor was palpable, 
from the girls themselves 
and the Fans in the 
Stands!  

That was the first of  
many great performances 
at the 2013 Provincials 
resulting in several 
medals including a gold 
for “Criminals”.   

But the hardware 
was just the icing on the 
cake!   Teamwork and 
team spirit had already 
won the day for the 
club, regardless of  final 
placement, and that was 
enough! 

Photo by High Five Photography, courtesy of Spectrum Baton Club
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H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

Call 905.833.5311
to book your table at York Region’s 

Most Historic Restaurant

Reservations are recommended; take home or take out not permitted during Sunday Brunch

Hogan’s Inn at Four Corners
is excited to announce...

$28 Unlimited Full Service Menu!
is back!

~ Eggs Benny
~ French Toast
~ Corned Beef Hash with
   Poached Egg
~ Gourmet Burger
~ Fresh Seafood

~ Soup and Salad Selections
~ Pasta Feature
~ Tuna Nicoise .... and more!
Coffee, Tea, Pop, Juice,
Still and Sparkling Water
all included!

Kids under 12 pay their age!
EvEry Sunday

from 11am to 3pm

Kids Pasta and Kids Chicken Fingers available

Follow us on Twitter @HogansInn

Celebrate Aurora showcased local musicians, local “heroes”
By Brock Weir

Despite Saturday’s rains, 
Town Park was the scene of  
musical celebration. 

Celebrate Aurora, the 
first venture between 
Aurora’s Habachat, a local 
social media company, 
and REAL Corp., an 
entertainment education 
company headed by Farley 
Flex, brought together not 
only musicians from in and 
around Aurora and York 
Region, but also the people 
who have helped make 
Aurora what it is today. 

“We believe in Celebrate 
Aurora that icons and 

heroes come from our 
local community,” said Mr. 
Flex. “We’re celebrating 
individuals in the 
community who have gone 
above and beyond the call of  
duty of  what it means to be a 
citizen of  Aurora.”

The awards were emceed 
by broadcaster Christine 
Bentley, who hailed local 
community builders as 
some of  the strongest assets 
of  any Town. 

“They are not asking 
for attention, but this is 
our chance to pay tribute 
to some people who make 
that difference, without 
whom this community 

wouldn’t be what it is,” said 
Ms. Bentley. “Sometimes 
we need to single out people 
who for some people might 
be invisible but should no 
longer remain invisible.”

Honourees in the 
Heroes and Icons included 
Diane Buchanan, who was 
honoured for her more 
than 10 years’ service 
as a volunteer for the 
Optimist Club of  Aurora, 
Neighbourhood Network, 
and Belinda’s Place, the 
Newmarket shelter for 
abused women, as well as her 
work founding the Aurora 
Diggers girls’ softball league. 

Brian North, Aurora’s  

2012 Citizen of  the Year, 
was next, honoured for 
supporting fellow businesses 
and local charities through 
his Ellis Studios. He was 
also singled out for his work 
with the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce, the York Small 
Business Enterprise Centre, 
as well as his work assisting 
students with Autism and 
coaching local sports teams. 

Yellow Brick House 
volunteer Nora Priestly 
was heralded as one of  the 
“keenest ambassadors” 
for the Aurora shelter 
for women and children. 
She was honoured for 
her integral work helping 
expand the organization not 
just within Aurora but into 
southern York Region and 
her hands-on work with the 
clients. 

Moon Ing, the former 
owner of  Moon Garden 
Chinese Food at Yonge 
and Wellington was not 
honoured for his cuisine in 
the 40-year-old kitchens, but 
his handiwork behind the 
grill at events hosted by the 
Rotary Club and Lions Club 
of  Aurora. 

Active in coordinating 
the Aurora Clothes Closet, 
a charity operating out 
of  Trinity Anglican 
Church, providing clothes 
and services to needy 
community members, 
Deanie Minelly was 
honoured for her tireless 
work at the charity, as well as 
with Welcome Table, which 

provides meals and support 
for disadvantaged residents. 

A key player in the 
Aurora Youth Soccer Club, 
Roy Cohen was saluted for 
his 20 years of  service to 
sport, focusing on soccer, 
hockey and basketball, 
as well as his work with 
helping challenged children 
get everything they can out 
of  sports.

Past president of  
the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce Robin Taylor-
Smith was honoured for her 
support for local businesses, 
the Aurora Home Show, the 
Aurora Optimists and the 
Run for Southlake. 

A well-versed musician, 
Pat Mete has leant his 
talent not only in finding 
new and original talent, 
but entertaining for local 
charity fundraisers, and 
events for the Town of  
Aurora and local service 
clubs. Recently retired 
from her work as a teacher 
and guidance councillor at 
Aurora High School, Brena 
Taylor was cheered on by 
her mother as she took to the 
stage for her work in guiding 
students’ success. She is 
a “hero”, because she has 
dedicated her life to creating 
heroes and icons in her own 
students, said Ms. Bentley. 

“I was very humbled by 
the phone call and still by 
this experience,” said Ms. 
Taylor. “It is always nice 
to be recognized but that 
is definitely not the main 

reason why we put ourselves 
out there. It is to help others. 
[It has been rewarding to 
see] other peoples’ success 
– just watching students 
grow, inspire, and reach 
their goals, and even have a 
positive impact on someone, 
make someone smile, or 
being a part of  their lives is 
what I enjoy.”

Before the weekend- 
long showcase of  new 
and original bands was 
bookended by tributes to the 
Rolling Stones and Bon Jovi, 
the party kicked off  with 
The Pick Brothers, a trio of  
siblings hailing from Aurora 
and Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School. Getting a 
kick of  finally landing their 
first hometown gig after 
playing the scene in Toronto 
– not to mention a gig in the 
very field in which they spent 
recess as students of  Wells 
Street Public School – their 
set offered a smorgasbord of  
musical styles.

“We have always played 
music and [brothers Gabriel 
and Jeremiah] were writing 
a lot of  songs and we just got 
together to arrange them,” 
said Casey Pick. “The whole 
band formed around having 
songs we wanted to get out 
and this is our third year as 
a band. 

“We have never played 
in Aurora before. We have 
been on the Toronto scene 
the entire time. It has been 
really crazy and it is nice to 
play in the park.”

Katrina and Lauren give MP Lois Brown a helping hand with her finger painting 
Tuesday at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Ms. Brown was on hand Tuesday morning 
to announce changes to Summer Work Experiences programs. This year, the Cen-
tre secured over $3,800 to fund a summer placement through the Young Canada 
Works in Heritage Organizations category.                         Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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CELEBRATING AURORA IN TOWN PARK

(1) The weekend closed with a performance by Crush – a Bon Jovi Tribute Band. (2) Amanda MacDonald was the 
adult winner of Aurora’s Got The Voice. (3) Performances also included the Dustaleros with Donna Gingras on 
fiddle and vocals. (4) So You Think Aurora Can Dance was won by Tori Dela Cruz, seen here with So You Think You 
Can Dance Canada finalist Miles Faber. (5) Bernadette Connors & The Collective. (6) Hometown band The Pick 
Brothers. (7) Samara York. (8) The four finalists for Aurora’s Got The Voice. (9) Rachel Mintz participated in So You 
Think Aurora Can Dance.               Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Coming Events

BRODY 
AGE 6

ONE REALLY 
FUN GAME

PLAYERS
200,000

TIMBITS SOCCER

ONE REALLY 
PLAYERS
200

© Tim Hortons, 2013

With Timbits Soccer, the first goal really is having fun.
And with over 200,000 kids playing Timbits Soccer,
that’s a whole lot of smiling faces. Tim Hortons is
proud to support each and every one of these kids,
along with your local Tim Hortons Restaurant Owners
who are excited to be a part of this by supporting
Timbits Minor Soccer in the Aurora Community.

The firsT goal is having fun®

Celebrate Aurora!
Mark your calendars for our

Community Picnic and Fair – A cultural 
celebration of Aurora

Saturday, September 21 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
at Ada Johnson Park

Followed by a special screening of a family-friendly movie
For more information, contact Shelley Ware at  

905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora150.ca
Are you planning an Aurora 150 event?  

Share it on www.aurora150.ca and we will promote it through social media

The Town of Aurora wants to capture your 
family’s stories along with photos of life in our 
Town as part of our 150th birthday celebration.

Share your memories at
www.aurora150.ca

Like us on Facebook: /Aurora150

Follow us on Twitter: /Aurora_150

NORTHERN
LIGHTS

Jodie Cara Lindley

August 2013 Horoscopes
Leo (July 22 – August 22)
Tap into your Source energy 

in August. It is your time now 
Leo. Use your brilliant warmth 
and radiance to spotlight 
yourself, and others. You will 
want to include your friends 
into the rays anyway, as you 
are realizing there is strength 
in numbers.

Virgo 
 (August 23 – September 22)

Find your own sense of  
timing in August. For you, 
this may be quite speedy. By 
month’s end, you will feel 
more yourself, tending to the 
details of  life. Allow room 
for emotions too, as they are 
your gauge to your special life 
rhythm.

Libra  
(September 23 – October 22)

Release your cares and have 
fun this month. Relationships 
will be very nourishing, so 
spend time with loved ones. 
You will feel stronger and more 
loving as August progresses. 
True balance and harmony 
will be yours if  you let loose a 
bit.

Scorpio  
(October 23 – November 21)

A sense of  unity will 
pervade your consciousness, 
after a long period of  hard 
work. Reviewing and 
restructuring aren’t always 
easy. You now deserve some 
appreciation Scorpio, as it 
has been a bit of  a slog. Find 
wholeness in August.

Sagittarius  
(November 22 – December 

21)
New abilities to move, 

expand, and grow come 
your way in August. Enjoy 
the warmth of  the summer 
and take advantage of  
opportunities that show up. 
Use your instinct as a guide, 
and you will come out on top of  
your personal mountain.

Capricorn  
(December 22 – January 19)

Let joy be your beacon in 
August. Even if  elements show 
up from the depths that cause 
you discomfort, be willing to 
let them go. Choose happiness 
instead. Focus on the silver 
lining. Remember Capricorn 
that nobody is perfect, 
including you!

Aquarius 
(January 20 – February 18)

The Eagle is your personal 
animal totem Aquarius. 
Envision with its eyes in 
August. How do you really see 
yourself? Focus your eagle eye 
gaze on your greater humanity, 
and the bigger picture of  your 
life. You will see clearly what to 
do next.

Pisces 
(February 19 – March 20)
With freedom comes 

responsibility Pisces, so get 
some work done in August. 
Use your recent explosion 
of  creativity to produce 
something tangible. It is in 
balancing the gifts and the 

structure that inner peace is 
attained.

Aries (March 21 –April 19)
You will achieve victory 

in August if  you take a slower 
approach. You feel more 
cautious anyway. Time at home 
will do you good, bringing 
a greater sense of  security. 
Take the small victories now 
as a sign that you are making 
progress.

Taurus (April 20 – May 20)
Pay attention to details, 

especially in any decision-
making. Projects that require 
hard work will be on the table, 
but you can handle it. By mid-
August you will be feeling 
stronger and more peaceful. 
This is a great time to take a 
vacation.

Gemini (May 21 – June 20)
After the great emotional 

purge of  July, you feel like a 
new person in August. You 
quickly get back on track, 
expressing your most recent 
adventures in the emotional 
realms. You may even feel like 
taking center stage for some 
recognition.

Cancer  (June 21 – July 21)
Fertility is a theme for you 

in August. What do you want to 
create, or give birth to, in your 
life? Focus on the lighter, more 
playful goals, and you will feel 
like a winner. Now is the time 
to enjoy the heat of  the Sun, 
and grow.

For more information about 
Jodie and astrology, visit www.
EarthSkyJourneys.org.

JUNE 19 – SEPTEMBER 3
The Aurora Cultural 

Centre will host MY AURORA! 
150 youth/150 years Photo 
and Creative Writing Exhibit 
in honour of  Aurora’s 
Sesquicentennial. Aurora youth 
have been invited to support the 
creation of  a community art 
project celebrating the Town’s 
150th anniversary - through their 
distinctive words and images. 
What does Aurora mean to you? 
Where is your favourite space/
place in Aurora? If  you had a wish 
for Aurora, what would it be? In 150 
years, the future youth will be able 
to see your images and read your 
words - what you like them to see 
& read? Participating youths have 
submitted their poems, stories and 
messages or have created a visual 
answer to the questions “what is 
your Aurora?”. The submissions 
are printed and are now waiting 
for the rest of  the community 
to join in the celebration! The 
words and images are waiting to 
be experienced in the Great Hall 
Gallery - come and enjoy!

JULY 25 – AUGUST 29
Eating Disorders of  York 

Region presents a new yoga 
program; a gentle form of  
stretching and physical activity 
facilitated by Natalie George, 
a certified yoga instructor. Six 
Thursdays beginning July 25. $60 
for six weeks. Sessions begin at 
6.15 p.m. at EDOYR’s headquarters 
at 15213 Yonge Street, Suite 15 in 
Aurora. No previous experience 
is necessary. Yoga mats will be 
provided, or people can bring 
their own. For more information, 
visit www.edoyr.com or call 905-
886-6632, or email info@edoyr.com. 

ONGOING
The Aurora Public Library 

presents the TD Summer Reading 
Club! Keep your kids reading 
all summer long with the TD 
Summer Reading Club on now at 
Aurora Public Library. Kids 12 and 
under can read books (or be read 
to) and win all sorts of  cool prizes 
along the way. Finish 12 books and 
be entered in a draw to win a gift 
card! Come into the library to sign 
up today, there is still lots of  time!

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31
Come out to Town Park tonight 

from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. for the music 
Marshall Dane. Marshall’s music 
is an infectious blend of  country 
and rock which is set to blaze a 
trail right to your heart. Don’t 
miss this terrific talent. This is 
the second in this year’s Concerts 
in the Park series offered by the 
Town of  Aurora. Don’t forget to 
bring a donation to the Aurora 

Food Pantry! 
AUGUST 2 – 4

Music will be in the air 
at Newmarket’s Riverwalk 
Commons this weekend for 
the Newmarket jazz+ Festival. 
Featuring a number of  York 
Region artists and artisans, 
including those from Aurora, 
headliner Justine Hines will 
perform Saturday evening. Enjoy 
three days of  music, fun, food, and 
art. For more information, visit 
www.artsmusicfestivals.com. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3
Today is Seniors’ Day at the 

Aurora Farmers’ Market. From 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. there will be booths 
full of  items that the Knotty 
Knitters, the Sewing Club and 
the Woodworking shop from the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre has made 
especially for this occasion. There 
will also be chess games set up by 
those wanting to try their hand. 
From 10 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. there 
will be entertainment on the band 
shell from singing to skits. Don’t 
miss the opportunity to support 
members of  the Aurora Seniors 
Association.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7
Celebrate Caribana tonight at 

Town Park with Neu Generation 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. It is a night 
to party and come out to hear the 
irressistable rhythms of  this hot 
soca group. This is the sixth in this 
year’s Concerts in the Park series 
offered by the Town of  Aurora. 
Don’t forget to bring a donation to 
the Aurora Food Pantry!

AUGUST 7 – 13
The Shelburne Rotary Club 

will host the 63rd Canadian Open 
Old Time Fiddle Championship. 
Featuring Canada’s top fidlers 
in competition for thousands 
of  dollars in prizes, the event 
includes camping, a giant fiddle 
parade, an open air market, a 
Saturday afternoon Cape Ceol 
Fiddle and Stepdance Show, 
fiddle jam sessions, and much 
more. For more information, 
including ticketing, visit www.
shelburnefiddlecontest.com.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10
Book a session for a family 

portrait to remember at Hillary 
House today with a one-of-a-kind 
opportunity with photographer 
Karen Merk. Capture and preserve 
memories of  your fun filled 
morning at the beautiful National 
Historic Site. Karen will make 
your family feel at ease while 
the unique images will forever 
connect you with your town’s 
heritage. Plus, you can feel good 
knowing that some of  the proceeds 
from the session will help support 

the ongoing restoration of  the 
site. 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. For more 
information, contact the Aurora 
Historical Society at 905-727-8991.

AUGUST 12 – 15
The Canadian Red Cross 

celebrates a Week of  Youth – Youth 
Imagining, Creating & Inspiring 
Change. Are you between the age 
of  14-30 and looking for ways to 
make an impact in the local and 
global community? Join us for 
a week of  workshops where you 
will have the opportunity to take 
action through the Canadian Red 
Cross and be a youth that inspires 
change! Space is limited. Register 
early. A one year commitment of  5 
– 10 hours volunteering per month 
with the Red Cross is required. 
For more information, call Lynda 
at 905-830-2565. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14
Come out to Town Park 

tonight from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. for 
the music of  Chuck Jackson and 
the All Stars – a hot night of  blues 
and early rock and roll. Come out 
to hear legendary Canadian blues 
crooner, Chuck Jackson. Chuck is 
an award-winning singer and one 
of  Canada’s most revered blues 
vocalists. This is the seventh in 
this year’s Concerts in the Park 
series offered by the Town of  
Aurora. Don’t forget to bring 
a donation to the Aurora Food 
Pantry! 

AUGUST 14 – 24
Theatre Aurora presents 

Tuesdays With Morrie, the 
acclaimed play based on Mitch 
Albom’s bestselling memoir of  
his relationship with his college 
professor. Sixteen years after 
graduation, Mitch happens to 
catch Morrie’s appearance on 
a television news program and 
learns that his old professor is 
battling Lou Gehrig’s Disease. 
Mitch is reunited with Morrie, 
and what starts as a simple visit 
turns into a weekly pilgrimage 
and a last class in the meaning 
of  life. For show times and 
ticket information, visit www.
theatreaurora.com.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15
The Aurora Historical 

Society will present Curator’s 
Talk: Creating the Medical 
Practices Exhibit at 7 p.m. at 
Hillary House. Free admission. 
This talk will walk participants 
through the development of  the 
Medical Practices: Caring for the 
Community exhibition. From 
the inception to installation, this 
talk will cover all the stages of  
developing an exhibit and working 
collaboratively with Southlake 
Regional Health Centre.



THE AURORAN, Wednesday, July 31, 2013Page  18 THE AURORAN, Wednesday, July 31, 2013                  Page 19

Fresh Local ORIGINAL

4
GREAT
SUMMER

BEERS

TO SUMMER

$8.95
AT THESE LCBO LOCATIONS
Now Available

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD & BAYVIEW AVE

DAVIS & YONGE

LESLIE & DAVIS DRIVE
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

Margaret and Eleanor Clowater, students at Devins Drive Public School, use part of 
their money earned as carriers of The Auroran to help a family in Peru.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

The Auroran’s Carriers of the Month:  
Margaret and Eleanor Clowater

By Brock Weir

If  you have ever 
opened up your copy of  
The Auroran around 
Christmastime and found 
colourful, hand-drawn 
holiday greetings placed 
carefully inside the bundle, 
chances are you live in 
the Aurora Heights Drive 
neighbourhood.

And chances are your 
papers were delivered by 
Margaret and Eleanor 
Clowater.

Margaret and Eleanor, 
who deliver to over 100 
homes in the surrounding 
area, are The Auroran’s 
Carriers of  the Month for 
July.

Now over halfway 
through their summer 
vacation from Devins 
Drive Public School, 
Margaret and Eleanor are 
keeping themselves busy 
behind the keys of  the 
piano, playing in their pool, 
hanging out with friends, 
and tending to their own 
vegetable garden boasting 
bumper crops of  tomatoes, 
corn, beets, grapes, and 
even a few lima beans. 

Between all this, it is a 
wonder they still have time 
to deliver the paper, but the 
Clowaters are a tenacious 
duo. 

“It is really exciting,” 

says Margaret, a Grade 6 
student. “We just started a 
year ago. My dad signed us 
up because in the summer 
we didn’t have a lot to do 
besides playing outside 
and stuff, so we decided 
to do papers to have fun 
outside.”

Going from door to door, 
rain or shine, the sisters 
say they love the chance 
to take the papers door to 
door to have a chance to 
visit and have fun with 
their neighbours. 

“We live close to the 
trails, forests and parks – 
and the candy store – so it 
is really nice to get out,” 
says Eleanor. “Some people 
are really friendly and are 
friends with us and it is 
really nice we have friendly 
neighbours.”

The Good Neighbour 
Policy is a two-way street 
for the sisters. While they 
save a bit of  the money they 
make each week on their 
paper routes to feed their 
passions for collecting 
stuffed animals, a portion 
of  their earnings are 
invariably set aside to help 
Diana, a little Peruvian 
girl they sponsor through 
World Vision. Diana is one 
of  six children and their 
money goes a long way to 
help her flourish. 

Another portion often 

goes to charity works at 
Trinity Anglican Church, 
their place of  worship. 

“We give some money 
to homeless kids and their 
families and we usually 
have a dinner where all 
these people who don’t 
have food or homes come to 
our church and eat,” says 
Margaret. 

Through their paper 
routes, the girls pride 
themselves on having jobs 
within the community 
and they have encouraged 
a number of  their own 
friends and classmates to 
sign up to get a piece of  the 
action. 

“It is a lot of  fun, you get 
to meet your neighbours 
and you can have a job 
before your siblings or 
friends,” says Margaret.

Adds Eleanor: “You can 
meet friends you don’t even 
know!”

Their father, Roger, is on 
a similar page.

“I think this teaches a 
lot of  things – chief  among 
them is responsibility in 
the fact that if  they do 
something, they do a god 
job, then they actually get 
money from it – and they’re 
enjoying it as well, so it is 
the best of  both worlds.”

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s , 
Eleanor and Margaret!

Get ready for a new addition to  
Downtown Aurora. Above is an art-
ists’ rendering of what Aw, Shucks! will 
look like soon when it re-opens in the 
old home of Thompson’s Furniture. 
(Right) While work continued well into 
this week, the restaurant hopes to be 
ready to open in their new digs by mid- 
August.

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan
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Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

“Keeping your dreams...safe!”

The Absalom Blaker House on Wellington Street East is a first-time participant this 
year in Doors Open Aurora.                      Supplied photo

Explore Wellington Street East  For 
Doors Open Aurora 2013

By Jacqueline Stuart
Hon. Member, Aurora 

Heritage Advisory 
Committee

Some fine day – possibly 
on August 17, Doors Open 
Aurora day – take a walk 
along Wellington Street 
between Yonge Street and 
the railway crossing and 
have a really close look at 
what is to be seen.

Development along 
Wellington received a 
great impetus in the early 
1850s when it was decided 
that a new rail line would 
pass through the eastern 
edge of  Aurora, with a 
station at Wellington 
Street. 

On May 16, 1853 the 
first regular run of  the 
Ontario, Simcoe and 
Huron Union Railroad 
was made from Toronto to 
what was then Machell’s 
Corners, and for a few 
weeks the future Aurora 
was head of  rail.

In anticipation of  
an increase in Aurora’s 
population with the 
coming of  the railway, 
Richard Machell and 
John Mosley, owners 
of  the land along the 
north and south sides 
of  Wellington between 
Yonge and the station, 
had their landholdings 
subdivided into village 
building lots in 1853.

As was typical of  
“subdivisions” in 
small towns well into 
the twentieth century, 
development was 
haphazard. 

A speculator might 
purchase a few lots and 
erect a group of  similar 
homes, but for the most 
part, houses were built 
by or for individuals at 
different dates and to suit 
individual tastes. 

A number of  the older 
homes along Wellington 
are the second houses 
on their sites, the first 
buildings having been 
removed to make way 
for bigger and better 
homes (a not uncommon 
phenomenon in the early 
twenty-first century, too).

As a result, Wellington 
Street East is one of  

Aurora’s most varied 
streets from the 
residential architecture 
point of  view. In these 
few blocks we can see 
modest frame dwellings 
from the 1860s, relatively 
grand brick homes from 
the 1880s, sturdy red 
brick Edwardian houses, 
charming Arts and Crafts 
houses from the 1920s, 
and more.

On the day of  Doors 
Open Aurora, August 
17, it will be possible to 
actually go inside one 
of  the older homes, the 
Absalom Blaker House at 
86 Wellington Street East.

This home displays 
a number of  the typical 
features of  the Gothic 
Revival style, popular in 
this part of  Ontario from 
the 1830s to the 1880s. 
The prominent central 
roof  gable attracts 
attention with its “droop” 
bargeboarding, which in 
this case extends along 
the front and side eaves 
of  the roof. 

B a r g e b o a r d 
or vergeboard or 
gingerbread was designed 
to hide and protect the 
ends of  roof  rafters, but 
many a carpenter used 
his skills to add a purely 
decorative element to this 
basic function.

Within the gable is 
a pointed arched door 
opening, giving access 
to a balcony set into the 
roof  of  the verandah 
below. The vertical line 
of  the door echoes the 
verticality of  the gable, 
and this is reinforced by 

the decorative king post 
at the peak of  the gable. 
The tracery within the 
glazing in the peak of  
the arch is of  an unusual 
design. Be sure to look 
up!

While the plaque at 86 
Wellington Street East 
lists the home as the 
Absalom Blaker House, 
Mr. Blaker may never have 
lived there. A carpenter 
and iron-founder (and 
later farmer) who worked 
with Joseph Fleury in the 
early days of  the Fleury 
foundry in Aurora, Mr. 
Blaker had this house 
built about 1865. In fact, 
he may have even built 
it himself, as he was a 
carpenter. It was already 
rented out by 1868, and 
Mr. Blaker sold it in 1870.

The first long-term 
owner/occupier was 
a widow, Mrs. Martha 
McCallum, who owned 
the property from 1890 
until 1912. 

The Hill family also 
had a long association 
with the house. John 
James Hill purchased 
the property in 1920 and 
it did not pass out of  the 
family until 1962. Mr. Hill 
worked at the Sisman 
shoe factory, just a few 
minutes’ walk away down 
Berczy Street. He and his 
wife Mary Ann raised five 
children at number 86.

On Doors Open Aurora 
day, August 17, visitors 
to the Absalom Blaker 
House will be able to 
admire the many Gothic 
Revival details of  this old 
home and to hear stories 
of  its renovation.

For additional 
information about Doors 
Open Aurora and to print 
a copy of  the Doors Open 
Aurora 2013 Map Guide, 
please visit www.aurora.
ca/doorsopen2013

Map Guides will 
also be available at the 
Doors Open Aurora 
headquarters booth 
at Town Park, located 
at Mosley Street and 
Wells Street and other 
Doors Open Aurora 
participating sites on the 
day of  the event. 

Aurora talent showcased in Newmarket jazz 
Fest lineup this weekend

By Brock Weir

Up-and-coming and well 
established Aurora Talent 
will have another chance 
to shine this weekend at 
the inaugural Newmarket 
jazz+ Festival.

In this, their first year 
in Newmarket following 
the Aurora jazz+ Festival, 
organizer Sher St. Kitts has 
maintained relationships 
with local singers for the 
Civic Holiday Weekend 
Festival.

Having pride of  place 
this year right before 
headliner Justin Hines 
takes the stage will be 
award-winning Aurora 
singer Stacey Kaniuk.  She 
will perform this Saturday 
at 7 p.m. 

The fun, however, kicks 
off  Friday. The Arts Music 
Teachers Band, featuring 
artists from Aurora and 
the surrounding area – 
including a few Juno awards 
under their respective belts 
– take the stage at 6.45 p.m.

Aaron Morris of  the 
Manatee Band is slated to 
get behind the microphone 
at 3 p.m. on Saturday, soon 
followed by Chris Hau at 5 
p.m.

After Stacey, Justin 
and the George St. Kitts 
Band bring things to a 
close on Saturday, music 
continues through Sunday 
with the After Hours Big 
Band kicking off  the day’s 
entertainment at 1 p.m. 
They will be followed by Six 

Ways To Sunday featuring 
Michael Lanteigne of  
Aurora’s My Jam Space 
and My Rock Band Camp, 
at 2 p.m. 

Popular Aurora 
mainstay Glenn Marais 
also carries on the local 
contingent, scheduled to 
appear on stage at 3 p.m. 

The Newmarket jazz+ 
Festival opens Friday 
afternoon at 5.30 at 
Riverwalk Commons and 
runs through Sunday at 11 
p.m.

Additional activities 
include kids art, music 
workshops, painting to 
music, a beer and wine 
garden, live music and 
shopping on Main Street 
Friday night, and a beer and 
wine garden, all assisted by 
countless local volunteers. 

“Arts Music Festivals 
York Region wishes to invite 
festival fans in Aurora 
to join us at Riverwalk 
Commons this Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday to 
enjoy many of  Canada’s 
finest entertainers and 

artists,” says Ms. St. Kitts. 
“We will showcase many 
home-grown Aurorans 
and are pleased to have so 
many Aurora residents 
volunteering to help make 
this a truly great festival for 
York Region.”

For more information 
on the Festival, visit www. 
artsmusicfestivals.com. 

Stacey Kaniuk is just one 
of the many Aurora art-
ists participating in the 
Newmarket jazz+ Festi-
val this week.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300 ext. 102       Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

THE AURORAN

JEWELLER

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE

HELP WANTED

NOT 
EVERYONE
needs your services 

all the time, 
but 

if you want 
to be there 

when they do, 
advertise in 
The Auroran 

Classifieds 

727-3300

FULL TIME Administrative Assistant at a local Real Estate 
Office required.  Must have general clerical responsibilities, 
Apple/mac computer skills essential, and strong communica-
tion skills on the phone and in person.  Experience in a Real 
Estate environment preferred.  

Please send resume to: letters@auroran.com

OFFICE/AdmINISTRATION

Simcoe York Group of Newspapers
“A Division of London Publishing”
Your Community Newspapers

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE CLERK
POSITION SUMMARY: The Accounts Receivable (A/R) Clerk is directly responsible for 
performing data entry and related duties in posting accounts receivable payments. This includes 
maintaining ledgers, credit balances, and resolving account irregularities. The A/R Clerk will 
also administer claims, refunds, adjustments, and any other accounting transactions related to 
A/R management. This position involves diplomatic interaction with customers to provide billing 
information and support in order to facilitate swift payment of invoices due to the organization.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Collaborate with the Billing Department to maintain collection goals and general A/R performance levels. 
•  Communicate with internal/external sales representatives and accounting/tax professionals as necessary to complete job duties. 
•  Complete credit analysis and review of new clients. Determine credit limits and annual review of major client accounts. 
•  Receive and fi ll out receipts for third party payments, whether by cash, cheque, credit, and other forms of payment. 
•  Post and reconcile customer payments to general ledgers. 
•  Review all credit balances, refunds, and adjustments, and apply adjustments and/or corrections to corporate billing records. 
•  Balance daily A/R batches; prepare and distribute income reports and statistics to key personnel. 
•  Ensure the strict confi dentiality and privacy of fi nancial records as they relate to the organization and its customers. 
•  Form collection strategies to mitigate customer objections to making timely A/R payments. 
•  Investigate collection problems and advise customers on corporate A/R policies and procedures. 
•  Make arrangements for payment of outstanding and late accounts; prepare documentation for management. 
•  Investigate and resolve billing discrepancies or misapplied cash transactions. 
•  Maintain a fi ling system for all fi nancial documents. 
•  Ensure the confi dentiality and security of all fi nancial and employee fi les. 
•  Provide backup support to the receptionist for answering of phone calls. 
•  Assists in other duties as needed and directed.

QUALIFICATIONS: 
•  Applicants should possess the following qualifi cations: 
• Some direct experience in an A/R capacity would be an asset. 
• Demonstrated ability to accurately calculate, post, correct, and manage accounting fi gures 
• Have knowledge of collection regulations and fair credit practices. 
• Possess a high level of moral judgment for handling confi dential information and monetary transactions. 
• Able to perform moderate account reconciliations. 
•  Strong diplomatic, negotiation, confl ict resolution skills in order to handle late payments and delinquent accounts. 
•  Basic knowledge of accounting systems, Simply Accounting, Quick Books etc... 
•  Effective attention to detail and a high degree of accuracy with the insight to coordinate priorities effi ciently. 
•  Strong work ethic and positive team attitude. 
•  Sound analytical thinking, planning, prioritization, and execution skills. 
•  Excellent teamwork and team building skills. 
•  Able to effectively communicate both verbally and in writing.
•  Able to build and maintain lasting relationships with others. 
•  Strong problem identifi cation and problem resolution skills. 
•  High level of profi ciency with Microsoft Offi ce productivity suite. 
•  Ability to read/write English at a profi cient level. 

PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUMÉ TO:
karin@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Simcoe York Group of Newspapers
“A Division of London Publishing”
Your Community Newspapers

POSITION SUMMARY:
Acting as an inside, telemarketing Junior Sales Representative, 
develops and sells commercial advertising space, to current and 
prospective advertisers through regular contact. Operates within 
assigned territory to develop maximum revenue. 

Inside Sales Representative/Telemarketing

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Developing territory: Contact with current and prospective clients.
•  All paper work associated with the advertising ordering and billing process 

to be correctly completed and submitted in a timely manner.
• Projects effi cient, confi dent and professional appearance and mannerisms.
•  Responsive to customer needs, identifi es customer complaints and ensures 

all complaints are resolved.

• Perform all other duties as assigned by the Manager.

EXPECTATIONS:
•  Have an understanding of all applicable York Simcoe Group of Newspapers 

and corresponding rates.
•  Must have a good understanding of your territory and clients, 

their potential and opportunities for growth.
•  Is willing to invest the appropriate amount of time required 

to maximize your territory’s potential.
•  Be required to own your own reliable vehicle. Possess good oral 

and written communication skills.

• Have a positive attitude and care about your clients.

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Sales Driven
• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Great Interpersonal Skills

PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUMÉ TO:
karin@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Simcoe York Group of Newspapers
“A Division of London Publishing”
Your Community Newspapers

Outside Sales Representative

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Developing territory: Contact with current and prospective clients.
•  All paper work associated with the advertising ordering and billing process 

to be correctly completed and submitted in a timely manner.
• Projects effi cient, confi dent and professional appearance and mannerisms.
•  Responsive to customer needs, identifi es customer complaints and ensures 

all complaints are resolved.

• Perform all other duties as assigned by the Manager.

EXPECTATIONS:
•  Have an understanding of all applicable York Simcoe Group of Newspapers 

and corresponding rates.
•  Must have a good understanding of your territory and clients, 

their potential and opportunities for growth.
•  Is willing to invest the appropriate amount of time required 

to maximize your territory’s potential.
•  Be required to own your own reliable vehicle. Possess good oral 

and written communication skills.

• Have a positive attitude and care about your clients.

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Sales Driven
• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Great Interpersonal Skills

PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUMÉ TO:
karin@simcoeyorkprinting.com

POSITION SUMMARY:
Acting as a Junior Sales Representative, develops and sells commercial advertising 
space, to current and prospective advertisers through regular contact. Operates 
within assigned territory to develop maximum revenue.

THE PERSONAL PROP-
ERTy, HOUSEHOLD 
GOODS and contents of  
the following spaces will 
be sold for cash or other-
wise disposed of  to satis-
fy rental liens for unpaid 
rent in accordance with 
Ontario statutes. Chapter 
425 and lease agreement 
on August 14, 2013, 10:00 
a.m. sharp at northern 
self  storage, 122 Bales Dr., 
Newmarket L3Y 4X1 - 2 
Units, Chris Woodbridge 
and Karla Offenbeck. 

JEWELLERY REPAIRS
ONE COUPON PER VISIT PRESENT WITH INCOMING ORDER FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY

ONE COUPON PER VISIT PRESENT WITH INCOMING ORDER FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY

ONE COUPON PER VISIT PRESENT WITH INCOMING ORDER FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY

5 $ OFF
% 

ANY JEWELLERY 
REPAIRS  

from $35 to $50

from $50 and overOFF
ANY JEWELLERY 

REPAIRS 

“NO HST” ON ANY “SALE” 
GOLd & SILVER 

JEWELLERY IN THE STORE 

FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY 130 HOLLIDGE BLVD. UNIT C7

905.503.7555
fredjakob@outlook.com  •  www.fredjakob.com
GOLDSMITH DESIGNER

10 
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CLASSIFIED   SERVICES

DO yOU NEED A CLEAN-
ING LADy? Over 20 years 
with the same clients. Call 
Judith 905-713-2727. Honest 
and hard working!

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket since 1996

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

• GRASS  CUTTING   
• GARDENS 
• EAVESTROUGH   
• WINDOW WASHING 
• yARD CLEAN-UP 
• POWER WASHING

AURORA 

mIKE: 905 252 8294

mL   LANdSCAPE

HELP WANTED

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LAdY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

Tree Services

Call Tony for a free estimate:

Schomberg Community
Servicing the surrounding areas:

Call Tony for a free estimate:  (647) 889-2852 or (905) 939-7278

• from one branch to entire tree
• complete removal  • stump grinding • Best Rates
• multiple tree removal • high risk
• diseased trees • storm damaged tree removal

Simply the best!
Will beat any 

written quotation.
FULLY INSURED – CONSUMERS’ FIRST CHOICE

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

CREMATION

CONTRACTER

CLEANERS

AUTO GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTAL

ECO-FRIENDLY LAWN CARE

MOVING

MEMORIAL

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

POWERWASH PAINTER

TREE CARE

PHARMACY

GLASS REAL ESTATE

STONE

WATER

GARAGE DOOR  & ELECTRIC OPENERS

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

• Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
• Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
• Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

BE THERE 
WHEN YOUR  

SERVICES ARE 
NEEDED. 

ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPOT.

CALL: 905-727-3300

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

49$From *
NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK
INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

905-713-6420 • 15296 Yonge St. 
(NW side of Wellington)

RUST PROTECTION
79$ *99

www.transitauto.ca

• Call for details

• Call for details• Call for details

130 Hollidge Blvd., Suite B4, 
Aurora, Ontario

Hollidge Medical Centre 
Next door in Unit B6

905-841-5554
Compounding of 
Bio-Identical Hormone

IDA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

905-750-0008 Under New Management

Lowest Dispensing Fee In Town

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

THIS COULd BE 
YOUR SPOT 

Advertise Your 
Business Here
905-727-3300

• Basement • Bathroom • Kitchen

RENOVATION COMPANYLocal 
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE “Wide range of 

interior renovation”

Call Elio 416-882-7403
• Flooring • Doors & Trim • Additions 905-888-9500 

auroralandscape@gmail.com

Design•Patios•Decks•Cabanas

Your trusted source for custom glass 
showers, glass table tops and mirrors 

for over 50 years!

UPPER CANADA GLASS

905-773-5203 • shop@uppercanadaglass.ca
13110 Yonge Street, Oak Ridges, Ontario

SHOWROOM • 16650 Jane Street-King City

Granite • Quartz • Marble

For FREE no obligation quote, email rough sketch to: info@diamondperfectstone.com

905-503-2222
www.dpscountertops.com KEEP THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE UNDERMOUNT SINK

FIREPLACES • TABLES
THRESHOLDS • SHOWER JAMS

We Fabricate and Install

COUNTERTOPS

oec.
grounds care

Emission Free Lawn Care

ecogroundscare.com

100% Battery powered equipment

1-855-326-4763
locally owned franchise

1-855-ECO-GRND

ecogroundscare.com 1-855-326-4763 X 222

with mulchs, soils & plants

Let us help you create
your sustainable garden

we do all the work!

905-727-138240 Industrial Pkwy S

Since 1978
Your full-service garage door 

and garage door opener experts 
serving York Region and surrounding areas!

Ask About CURRENT SPECIALS Available!

Book FREE no-obligation Home Market Evaluation!
FREE Home Inspection towards next home + more!*

Flexible Commissions! Why List With Anyone Else!

 
Main Street Realty Ltd., Brokerage, 150 Main St. S. Newmarket

Some Conditions Apply! Inquire! Not intended to solicit 
individuals under contract Call/Text Linda Stephens, 

Sales Representative 289-221-5999

ONE OF NORTH AMERICA’S 
LARGEST financial services 
companies is rapidly expand-
ing in this area. If  you desire a 
dynamic career with excellent  
income potential, call Ruth 
Greaves at 1-888-240-4767.

SERVICES

LOST & FOUND CLEANING SERVICESCAREER

PAINTING HELP

YARD HELP

FOUND – A set of  GM car 
keys in the area of  Baywell 
Crescent, Aurora. Incl. auto-
matic door unlock. To claim, 
call 647-680-8336.

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

IMC Global Inc. 
is offering a position of 

Payment Clerk and Office
Assistance where you can earn extra income  

at your flexible schedule plus  benefits  
that takes only little of your time.

               Requirements 
 • Must have access to the internet
 • Must be Efficient and Dedicated

Send your resumes to :
- hrimcglobalinckbates@gmail.com

This great opportunity is limited.

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid  for your next airport or 
downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00. 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com    Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 
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www.hoedown.ca

Jonathan’s Restaurant 
14845 Yonge Street, Aurora


