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Special Olympians carry the torch with pride
Youth Centre could need extra $2.6 million 

By Jeff Doner

The 2013 Summer Special Olympics 
went off  without a hitch in York Region 
this past weekend, with athletes 
from all over the province visiting to 
participate in a variety of  events.

There’s no doubt the games 
provided a lift to York Region, with 
strong friendship, camaraderie, 
sportsmanship and teamwork front 
and centre throughout the weekend.

The games officially opened on 
Thursday night as athletes were treated 
to a dinner and opening ceremonies.

St. Andrew’s College in Aurora 
hosted the soccer tournament, 
welcoming over 230 players for 
tournament play throughout the 
weekend. Teams from all over Ontario 
took part, including teams from 
Toronto, Brampton, Vaughan, Barrie 
and as far away as Thunder Bay.

Even though Aurora didn’t have 
its own soccer team, it was well 
represented by a cast of  stellar 
athletes.

Playing soccer for the Barrie squad 

was Gregory Theriault, whose hard 
work and sportsmanship was welcomed 
by his teammates and coaches.

“He is just a pleasure to have on the 
team,” said one of  the Barrie coaches. 
“He is an amazing teammate and 
player and is integral to the team.”

Also representing Aurora were 
Isaac Charles and Mary Haberer, 
who play softball for the Newmarket 
Challengers.

Haberer was lucky enough to carry 
the torch in the opening ceremonies 
on Thursday and said it was one of  the 
most exciting times of  her life.

“It felt so good,” she said about the 
opening ceremonies with everyone 
cheering her on.

Haberer is no stranger to softball, as 
she has played roughly 14 years in the 
outfield and said the team had a blast 
playing at home in York Region.

“It was good, except we came in 
fourth place,” she said. “But we still 
had fun. We were dancing on the 
baseball field before the game. We 
did the Gangnam style dance. It was 
so funny; my mom was laughing and 

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s teens and tweens will soon get a better idea of  what their Youth Centre 
will look like. 

Architects tasked with designing the Community Space for Youth, which will be 
tacked onto the south end of  the Aurora Family Leisure Complex, are expected to 
present their designs for Council’s consideration this week. 

But as designs and plans change and evolve, so does the price tag to meet 
challenges encountered at the Complex.

A report from Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of  Parks and Recreation, pegs 
the new price of  the Youth Centre at nearly $3 million more than previous 
estimates. $1 million more will be needed to complete the works originally 
envisioned for the youth space, while a further $1.6 million will be needed 
to address the extra issues, and a possible further new addition to the  
Complex site.

The price hike, said Mr. Downey, can be attributed to unexpected conditions 
found when his department and architects took a closer look at the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex (AFLC). The funds are recommended to come out of  the Town’s 
Cash-in-Lieu of  Parkland reserves.

“During the design process, a major focus was to ensure costs were minimized 
while delivering the program elements requested by the Steering Committee,” said 
Mr. Downey in his report to Council. “Early in the process, the architect suggested 
that it would be more cost-effective to construct a one-storey addition to the complex 
to accommodate a new Fitness Centre and return the existing Fitness Centre back 
to a gymnasium. It will also provide a better scale to the entrance as opposed to a 

Aurora was well-represented in the Special Olympics Ontario Summer Games over the weekend. (L) Aurora soccer player Gregory Theriault’s Barrie-based soccer team 
took home the Bronze medal, as he hosted them on home turf at St. Andrew’s College. (C) Softball star Mary Haberer was thrilled to light the ceremonial torch with 
York Regional Police Chief Eric Jolliffe at Thursday’s opening ceremonies. (R) Isaac Charles kept his eyes firmly focused on the ball, in the softball championships held in  
Richmond Hill.														              Auroran photos by Jeff Doner and Brock Weir
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Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre • 289 Wellington Street East Aurora  •  905-727-4751
with expert advice!
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 Oakridge Outfitters

Aurora Shopping Centre 
14800 Yonge Street  • 905- 726-4063

Flipside • Hunters Gate Plaza
14845 Yonge Street • 905-727-0824

SUMMER BLOW-OUT

0 OFF50 5 %%
OFF

Excluding Sale Items, New Fall Arrivals and Accessories*

SALE STARTS NOW!
all summer inventory

• CARTISE
• SKYE • SUNICE

• COLUMBIA
• MICHAEL KORS

 • FRENCH DRESSING
• MEXX  ...and more!

Sale
1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-5577
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AURORA 150 FACT:

Image courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

Tyler Street

This photograph shows Tyler Street during a flood in 1945. 
Tyler Street was named after William Tyler, one of Aurora’s first 
settlers.

CELEBRATE 
AURORA 150
Sign the Town’s Memory Book

Share your stories and memories of Aurora by signing 
the Town’s memory book at the following locations:

• Aurora Public Library, 15145 Yonge Street
• Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way

The books will be placed in a time capsule at the end of 
the Aurora 150th birthday celebrations. Thank you!

Hoedown Showdown Talent Competition

Magna International is 
celebrating the 25th year of the 
“Wild Wild West” Hoedown with 
a Showdown talent competition 
at this year’s Aurora Ribfest. The 
Hoedown Showdown is a talent contest that aims to 
promote aspiring Ontario country singers. The winner will 
receive a grand prize of $1,000 and the opportunity to 
perform in this year’s Magna “Wild Wild West” Hoedown 
on Saturday, September 14.

The Hoedown Showdown competition application along 
with the rules and regulations are available online at 
www.hoedown.ca with an entry deadline of Wednesday, 
July 31.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of Service Disruption

Residents are advised of a scheduled service disruption at 
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex (AFLC) and Aurora Sports 
Dome, located at 135 Industrial Parkway North, as the Town 
repaves the parking lots. Paving will be phased-in to help 
accommodate resident parking demand.

The disruptions include:
• No parking in front of the AFLC from Monday, July 8 to 
 Saturday, July 27
• No parking along the side and rear parking areas of the 
 AFLC from Thursday, August 1 to Friday, August 9

Thank you for your patience as these improvements are 
undertaken.

UFORE Urban Forestry Study in Aurora  

The Town of Aurora’s Parks & Recreation Services 
department is undertaking an urban forest study that will 
provide a detailed overview of the Town’s forest cover, how 
urban trees can be a more essential part of a sustainable 
community and assess maintenance strategies.

The project will involve establishing individual plots within 
the Town’s boundaries, which may be located on private 
lands. The study team is contacting property owners so they 
can conduct the study. Property owners can refuse access 
if they choose. The information gathering process is taking 
place in June and July.

For more information, please contact the Parks & Recreation 
Services department at 905-727-1375.

REMINDERS
Debris on Roads  

Homeowners constructing pools or undertaking other building projects are 
reminded to keep roads, sidewalks and rights-of-way (the Town-owned section of 
property bordering the road) free of construction debris. Keeping these areas free 
from bricks, timber, soil and other materials is essential to pedestrian and traffic 
safety. Construction permits do not allow storage of these materials anywhere 
except your property.

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw  

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to outdoor water use. It is 
important that all residents and businesses observe the regulations, as they have 
been put into place to ensure a continued abundant water supply. Even/Odd 
watering restrictions are in effect. 

Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw

The Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw is in effect. All residents should be 
cleaning up debris on their property and keeping grass no longer than eight 
inches. Let’s keep Aurora looking beautiful! 

For more information on these and other Town bylaws, please call 905-727-3123 
ext. 4240 or visit www.aurora.ca/bylawservices

Emerald Ash Borer Update  

The Town has 
contracted with Green 
Lawn Limited to provide 
treatment services to 
combat the spread of 
the Emerald Ash Borer 
(EAB), an invasive insect that kills healthy ash trees.

The contract will provide for the preventative application 
of TreeAzin, a pesticide approved in Canada that has 
shown to protect ash trees from the EAB. Approximately 
2,000 publicly-owned trees along boulevards and rights-
of-way have been identified in the Town’s street tree 
inventory as potential candidates for treatment. Trees 
meeting the treatment criteria will be marked by Town 
staff with a small but highly-visible painted dot. 

Also, through the terms of the contract, residents who 
wish to protect ash trees on their property will have the 
option to contract with Green Lawn for the same price 
as the Town. Property owners wishing to have their own 
trees treated using the Town’s contractor can contact the 
Parks & Recreation department at 905-727-3123 ext. 
3223 or email stienkamp@aurora.ca

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Concerts in the Park

Bring your family and friends each Wednesday to Aurora 
Town Park for a live performance. Concerts begin at 7 p.m. 
Please bring your own blanket and lawn chairs.

Wednesday, July 17 – United Soul Nations
Wednesday, June 24 – The Mud Men

See our Concerts in the Park advertisement for full concert 
listings.

For more information, contact our Special Events 
Coordinator at 905-726-4762 or visit us online at 
www.aurora.ca/specialevents

Summer Youth Drop-In Programs  

Monday to Friday from 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
until August 16

Youth ages 12 to 16 are invited to 
Aurora Senior Public School located at 
125 Wellington Street West, 
for exciting drop-in activities 
including basketball, 
badminton, arts and 
crafts, volleyball 
and movies. 
Cost is $3 
per activity. 

For more 
information, 
visit 

www.aurora.ca/youthprograms 
or call 905-841-PLAY.

Movie Madness Fridays

Hotel Transylvania 

Where:  Aurora Public Library

When:  Friday, July 19 from 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Rating:  Rated PG

Ages:  12 to 16 year-olds

Price:  Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.

For more information, please call 905-726-4760.

 

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Thursday, July 18 7 p.m.  Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee
Thursday, August 8 7:30 p.m.  Committee of Adjustment 
Tuesday, August 13 7 p.m.  Council
Thursday, August 15 7 p.m.  Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

The campaign is back this summer to serve Newmarket 
and Aurora residents. Service includes the installation 
and replacement of smoke alarms, batteries, as well as 
providing household fire safety knowledge. For more 
information, or to arrange an appointment, please 
call 905-895-9222. 

Th i i b k hi N
Smoke Alarm Campaign

EFFECTIVE JULY 16, 2013

Effective July 16, the Town’s e-PLAY online registration 
system will be free of charge, with no user fees. As part 
of this change, the Town is retiring the older Tele-PLAY, 
telephone-based system as of July 19.

For your convenience, program registration will remain 
available by mail, fax or in-person at our recreation centres.

For more information,  
please visit www.aurora.ca/e-PLAY 
or call 905-726-4770.

The Town of Aurora  
100 John West Way, Aurora ON L4G 6J1 

e-PLAY is now free!

2013 Fall Parks and Recreation 
Program Guide

Look for your copy of the 2013 Fall Parks and 
Recreation Program Guide being delivered in 
The Banner newspaper on Sunday, July 21. 
Copies will also be available for pick-up at 
Town facilities and on www.aurora.ca as of 
Monday, July 22.

To learn more visit www.aurora.ca
PROGRAM GUIDE

FALL 2013

Parks &
Recreation
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Briefly

AURORAn REFEREncE #16
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 27, 2013

PROOF #16
FEBRUARY 27, 2013 issue of The Auroran Community newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Tuesday. 
ThE dEAdlinE FOR AnY And All Ad mATERiAls is 10 dAYs PRiOR TO PUBlicATiOn dATE 

clAssiFiEd dEAdlinE is FRidAY 3.00 P.m. 

Any alterations to the ad must be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 
The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 5 p.m.

Thank you for your co-operation. 
Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300 or Classifieds at 905-727-7128, Fax: 9045-727-2620

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

SECOND CHANCE TO SEE STANLEY CUP!
Residents will have a second chance to see and touch the 

Stanley Cup as it makes a return visit to King Township this 
Sunday, July 21 in Schomberg. Chicago Blackhawks assistant 
coach – and Aurora native – Mike Kitchen – will bring the 
cup to Schomberg’s Trisan Centre from 9 a.m. until 12 noon. 
With a long playing and coaching career on his resume, this is 
Kitchen’s first Stanley Cup win! You can have your photo taken 
with Kitchen and the Cup. 

ONLY TWO WEEKS LEFT  
FOR HOEDOWN SHOWDOWN

Aspiring local musicians take note – there are only two 
weeks left to get your applications in for the revived Hoedown 
Showdown competition looking for “country music’s rising 
star.” Applications must be received by 5 p.m. on July 31 at www.
hoedown.ca. With a grand prize of  $1,000 cash and the right to 
perform at Hoedown on September 14, preliminary rounds 
will take place the last week of  August and a winner selected 
September 8 at Ribfest. 

Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 

Val
ue 

Co
mb

os

Hom
emade

 Sou
vlak

i 

Fis
h &

 Ch
ips

W
ra

ps
 

G
yr

os
 

Fre
sh

 Sa
lad

s 
(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

CONCERTSCONCERTS
in the

Another exciting event brought to you by

PARKPARK

* A nominal fee applies. Concerts are weather-permitting.We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Food donations for the local food
pantry are greatly appreciated

Charitable barbecue* byM&MMeat
Shops and Poppers Popcorn on site!

Entertainment
Sponsors:

Associate
Sponsors:

July 3 - Erick Traplin
A non-stop fun-filled music show for children of
all ages! Dance, sing and break some bubbles with
Erick to kick-off the summer.

July 10 - The Hip Kings
A high-energy night of jazz-rock and R&B
classics played by this great Canadian group.

July 17 - United Soul Nations
One of Toronto’s most versatile bands, United Soul
Nations will “play that funky music” and pull you to
your feet to dance the night away. Great
summer music to groove to!

July 24 - The Mud Men
Fabulous celtic rock like you’ve never heard it
before! Join us for a great night of pipes, voice,
guitar and fun!

July 31 - Marshall Dane
Marshall’s music is an infectious blend of country
and rock which is set to blaze a trail right to your
heart. Don’t miss this terrific talent!

August 7 - Neu Jenarashun
Celebrate Caribana in Aurora! For a night to party,
come out to hear the irresistible rhythms of this hot
soca group.

August 14 - Chuck Jackson and the All Stars
For a hot night of blues and early rock and roll, come
out to hear legendary Canadian blues crooner, Chuck
Jackson. Chuck is an award-winning singer and one of
Canada’s most revered blues vocalists.

August 21 - ATribute to Billy Joel
Close your eyes and you’re at a Billy Joel performance.
A great night of “the piano man” music featuring
Jeff Brewer.

Concert Line-Up

For your seating comfort, please bring your own lawn chairs.
For more information, visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762.

All concerts are FREE!

July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and August 7, 14, 21, 2013
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. • Town Park (Wells Street and Mosley Street)

The Town of Aurora wants to capture your family’s 
stories along with photos of life in our Town as part 

of our 150th birthday celebration.

Like us on Facebook:             /Aurora150

Follow us on Twitter:             /Aurora_150

Share your memories at 

www.aurora150.ca

Celebrate Aurora!
Mark your calendars for our 

Multicultural Fair on 
Saturday, September 21!

Are you planning an Aurora 150 event? 
Share it on www.aurora150.ca

and we will help promote it through social media!

A truck from the Town of Aurora’s Public Works depart-
ment blocks the path of any further work on a site in 
south Aurora on Saturday. Municipal bylaw officers 
hammered in Stop Work orders on Friday evening  
after an outcry from residents, politicians, and public 
workers alike for tree clearing and filling without a 
permit on the Oak Ridges Moraine.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Stop Work orders issued over “illegal” tree cutting,  
filling in south end

By Brock Weir

Stop work orders were finally hammered into the 
ground Friday on a property in south Aurora subject to 
“illegal” clearing and cutting. 

Signs were posted and municipal vehicles were 
placed in front of  the entrance of  the property on Yonge 
Street near Vandorf  Sideroad. As The Auroran reported 
on Wednesday, the subject had been in the centre of  a 
storm after 1.5 hectares of  trees were removed from the 
Oak Ridges Moraine property.

The tree clearing is subject to bylaws at the Region 
of  York, while the subsequent dumping on the site is 
under the jurisdiction of  the Town. Both offences are 
currently under investigation. 

In a joint statement released Friday, both the 
Region of  York and the Town of  Aurora said they are 
“reviewing legal options” over the “illegal tree-cutting 
and illegal fill operation” at the south end of  Town.

“After Regional and Town staff  was alerted to illegal 
tree cutting that had already occurred, York Region 
Forestry staff  confirmed the woodland is located on the 
Oak Ridges Moraine and falls under the jurisdiction 
of  the Regional Forest Conservation Bylaw,” reads 
the joint statement. “Additionally, illegal placement 
of  fill and site alteration appears to be continuing in 
contravention of  the Town of  Aurora fill and zoning 
bylaws.” 

“The owner of  the property is 1605772 Ontario 
Limited; a corporate search has revealed the principal 
is Stana Strmota. Allcon Concrete and Haulage Ltd. 
Together with All Bins Inc, operated by Robert Strmota, 
appears to be conducting the work on the site. Stana 
Strmota, Robert Strmota, the property owner, and 
All Bins Inc. have been served notices of  violation by 
the Town of  Aurora. To date, the Notice of  Violations 
continues to be ignored.” 

According to the Region, staff  had previously 
met with the property owners last year to provide 
information on their forestry bylaws and application 
process, but further requests for meeting with the 
owners were not acknowledged. 

Regional Chairman Bill Fisch said the tree cuttings 
on the land were “devastating”. 

“The property owner has knowingly disregarded 
Regional and municipal bylaws and processes,” he 
said in a statement. “The removal of  mature trees 
has impacted the forest cover for the Town of  Aurora 
and for the Region as a whole. It is devastating to our 
environment and, together with the Town of  Aurora, 

we are sending a clear message that this activity will 
not be condoned.”

Alarm bells were raised also by Ratepayers of  
Aurora Yonge South (RAYS), a group which has been 
very vocal about developments in the Town’s southern 
quadrant, particularly when it concerns construction 
on the Oak Ridges Moraine. 

Speaking about the site on Friday as the Stop Work 
orders were put in the ground, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, 
said the whole situation had been handled “very badly” 
by the property owners. When asked whether an “act 
now, pay later” could be attributed to the problem, 
whereby some landowners may see it as more cost 
effective to violate the bylaws and simply pay the 
penalty later, he said it is “unfortunate but true.”

“There is just no way to be proactive because you 
don’t know who is going to go in and do that kind of  
thing,” he said. “These people are not respecting the 
rule of  law and have been told on a number of  occasions 
to stop doing it and they haven’t stopped.” 

Looking ahead, penalties in the offing could include 
substantial fines both from the Region and the Town, 
which could ultimately be up for the courts to decide.

“We could get an injunction…but I think, 
unfortunately, most of  the damage has been done,” 
added Mayor Dawe. “I am not sure what an injunction 
would get us to do.”
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A good section of  the 
Commonwealth prepared to get 
comfortable this weekend, fire up 
their 24 hour news channels, log 
onto the internet for one of  the 
invariable web feeds outside of  
the hospital where the Duchess of  
Cambridge is due to give birth (and 
still due at press time) to a future 
King or Queen.

Womb watch was in high gear, 
but at least three individuals in 
Toronto courts last week might 
have been wise to swing by eBay to 
pick up the newly designed Royal 
Baby Barf  Bags.

It is a very Canadian scene, so 
familiar to everyone on Canada 
Day, seeing people from all corners 
of  the world, right hands raised as 
one, and pledging allegiance to a 
country they have now come to hold 
dear. Amid the group of  impending 
Canadians are many people for 
whom Citizenship has been theirs 
since birth, something they may 
have taken for granted, but feel 
compelled to also raise their hands 
to renew their commitment to their 
country.

“I swear that I will be faithful and 
bear true allegiance to Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of  
Canada, Her Heirs and Successors, 
and that I will faithfully observe the 
laws of  Canada and fulfil my duties 
as a Canadian citizen.”

This is what is repeated in either 
official language in unison as the 
time-honoured ceremony unfolds. 
For people looking on, it might 
seem like a simple recitation but 
in talking to those who have come 
from many other parts of  the world, 
some leaving countries in turmoil, 
others looking for better jobs and 
an improved quality of  life, or often 
simply following their hearts in 
obtaining citizens enjoyed by their 
spouse and/or their children, they 
are not mere words. 

It is the beginning of  a new 
relationship with a country where 
they have chosen to plant roots, 
raise a family, and carve out a better 
existence. 

For the Toronto Trio, however, 
this oath is “the antithesis 

of  democracy”, “repugnant”, 
“anachronistic”, “repulsive”, 
and, for a man of  Irish heritage, a 
“betrayal” of  his republican roots.

Although I don’t personally 
share their views, I am not without 
a degree of  sympathy. I can see some 
of  their arguments, and a couple of  
them are not necessarily invalid. In 
my view, however, a constitutional 
monarchy such as ours works 
quite well within our democratic 
principles for the checks, balances, 
and cultural perspective that comes 
with it as an institution. 

Being forced to swear allegiance 
to a principle they do not believe 
infringes on their human rights, 
they argue, and their “inability” to 
undertake the Oath of  Allegiance 
keeps them from receiving a 
Canadian passport, voting, or any 
of  the other privileges that come 
with being a Canadian citizen. At 
the risk of  pointing out the obvious, 
that is, quite frankly, the point. 

People vying for citizenship are 
given rigorous and comprehensive 
guides on what it means to be 
Canadian, our parliamentary 
democracy, and all other aspects 
of  Canadian identity. It seems 
unlikely they’ve only now started 
to crack the books, seen the Queen’s 
face pop out of  an ATM, or flipped 
a coin. 

Yet, Citizenship is a road they’ve 
decided to embark on despite 
knowing the process is anathema to 
them.

It is, in my view, political 
grandstanding at best and 
grandstanding in a time honoured 
form. This is not the Ontario 

Courts’ first time to this rodeo. As 
long as the rights of  Canadians are 
maintained and enshrined into law 
and maintained by our institutions, 
it will not be the last. 

The fact people have a voice 
in this matter, a principle also 
enshrined in our culture, is a good 
thing. But can we have too much of  
a good thing? 

South of  the border lies a 
republic where rather than 
swearing allegiance to their 
President as head of  state, they 
vow to “support and defend the 
Constitution and laws of  the United 
States of  America against all 
enemies foreign and domestic.” 

If  I fell in love with an American, 
followed my heart into the States, 
married, started a family, deciding 
to share the same citizenship – and 
all the privileges that come with it – 
of  my wife and children would not 
be unreasonable. 

Would I have the balls to go to the 
highest court in the land to argue 
the Oath violates my human rights 
as I’m vehemently against the 
Constitution’s Second Amendment 
protecting the right to keep and 
bear arms? I think not.

Would I go to court and say I 
couldn’t take the Oath of  Allegiance 
because ‘all enemies foreign and 
domestic’ is vague and I’m a firm 
believer in ‘know thine enemy?’ 
Probably not. 

Would I write to President 
Obama that before he can enjoy 
the privilege of  my citizenship, 
an executive order changing the 
orientation of  the American Flag 
is necessary as I’d like to wear 
patriotic t-shirts on July 4 and 
horizontal stripes make me look 
fat? 

Certainly not – although that, 
again, might be due to a hesitation 
to state the obvious. 

Canada’s Oath of  Citizenship 
is not a collection of  mere words 
and not something which should 
be taken lightly. Nor should it 
be something that can be easily 
tinkered with to bend whichever 
way the political winds are 
blowing. 

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change!

Machell’s CornersLetters to the editor
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Despite the spattering of  rain, the strawberries 
were in full bloom on Saturday June 22 at the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market’s Strawberry Festival!  

We ate cake and fresh strawberry skewers; we 
danced to the music of  the “Strawberry Jam” courtesy 
of  the Manatee Band- Aaron, Paul & guest bassist, 
Steve-O. 

Thank you to our sponsors who made the special 
event and band-shell use a reality.  Also, thank you to 
the “Friends of  the Greenbelt Foundation” for their 
generous support towards the success of  our event!

Thank you to our brilliant and generous farmers – 
19th Avenue, Coopers & Willowtree – who donated 80 
quarts of  strawberries so that we were able to give out 
a total of  572 skewers! 

And, as you know, berries don’t skewer themselves 
- so three cheers to our volunteers: Issie, Amanda, 
Bailey and Paniz, who tirelessly washed and skewered 
berries all day! Thanks as well to Ilia – our volunteer 
who graciously served trays of  berries to our 
customers. 

In keeping with the strawberry theme, many of  
our vendors offered strawberry-themed products for 
the day – from fudge to jewellery, to jam and treats. 
I’d like to especially thank a few of  our vendors who 
kindly put in some extra hours in the kitchen to 
provide complimentary sweets for the Strawberry 
Fest – Nicolle (Nicolle’s Cookies) for crafting the three 
dozen beautiful cupcakes, and  Cathy (Catarina’s 
Kitchen) and Joe (Toscana Bakery) for their delicious 
strawberry cakes.

It was great to see all of  our “regulars”, and we 
loved welcoming new people who came out for the first 
time to experience the extra features offered by the 
Aurora Public Library and the Optimist Club that day. 

We hope that the three winners of  the Market Bag 
raffle are enjoying their lovely treats, and special 
thanks to our Market Manager who donated five free 
passes to Pioneer Village for a lucky raffle winner!

Thank you for helping us celebrate fun, sun and 
STRAWBERRIES!  

We look forward to seeing you at the Market any 
Saturday!

Sarah Sparks-Pallett
Director, Special Events
Aurora Farmers’ Market

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Strawberries in bloom 
at Market festival 

On behalf  of  the Aurora planning committee, we 
would like to congratulate all who participated in the 
7th annual Aurora Relay for Life.   

With the theme of  Super Heroes Unite, we saw 45 
teams, and over 400 participants ranging in age from 
13-82 years young, come together to raise over $139,000!  

We honoured our survivors and their 
caregivers, fought cancer (in Sumo suits) and 
walked the evening away to great entertainment.   
To everyone who volunteered their time, came up with 
creative fundraising ideas, and  to those who gave one 
night to honour those who give so many nights in their 
personal battles with cancer, we thank you.

Lynn Pearson
Event Chair, Aurora Relay For Life 

Aurora Relay for Life  
raises nearly $140,000 
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The Legacy of Terry Fox
The Government of  Canada has 

announced a new partnership agreement 
between the Friends of  the Terry Fox 
Collection and the future Canadian 
Museum of  History. 

The story of  Terry Fox and his 
“Marathon of  Hope” exhibit will open 
in 2015 in conjunction with the 35th 
anniversary of  the Marathon of  Hope. 

The exhibit will feature some of  the key 
artifacts from Terry Fox’s Marathon of  
Hope, which he undertook in 1980 to raise 
funds for cancer research after losing 
his leg to cancer at age 18. That journey 
began in St. John’s, Newfoundland and 
Labrador, on April 12, 1980 and ended 143 
days later in Thunder Bay, Ontario, when 
his cancer returned. 

He had completed 5,373 kilometres 
of  his remarkable journey. To date, 
more than $600 million has been raised 
worldwide for cancer research in Terry’s 
name through the annual Terry Fox Run, 
held across Canada and around the world, 
including the Aurora Terry Fox Run 
which this year takes place September 15 
at Sheppard’s Bush. 

The Marathon of  Hope inspired 
millions worldwide and this exhibition 
will ensure Terry Fox’s legacy continues 
and that as many Canadians as possible 
learn the story. For more information on 
Terry Fox visit TerryFox.org.

New option for Old Age Security available
Effective July 1, 2013, seniors can now 

choose to delay receiving their Old Age 

Security (OAS) pension for 
up to five years, allowing 
them to receive a higher 
monthly amount in the 
future. For every month they 
delay receipt of  their OAS 
pension, they will receive an 
increased monthly benefit 
of  0.6 percent per month, up 
to a maximum of  36 percent 
at age 70.

People can defer their 
OAS pension for as little 
as one month, or as many as 60 months. 
For example, if  you were to turn 65 today 
and decided to delay receiving your 
OAS pension for one year, your monthly 
amount would increase by 7.2 percent (0.6 
percent x 12 months). 

The OAS is funded through general 
tax revenues and is indexed to the 
Consumer Price Index. It enhances the 
quality of  life of  Canadian seniors by 
providing a modest base upon which to 
build additional income for retirement. 
In 2012–2013, it provided 5.2 million 
seniors with an estimated $40.4 billion in 
benefits.

People should consider their personal 
situations when deciding when to start 
receiving their OAS pension, including 
their financial status, life expectancy, and 
wants and needs. 

It is important to note that if  people 
delay their OAS pension, they will not 
be eligible to receive the Guaranteed 
Income Supplement and their spouse or 

common-law partner will 
not be eligible to receive the 
Allowance until their OAS 
pension begins. 

For more information 
on voluntary deferral and 
how it may affect your 
retirement plans, visit: 
www.servicecanada.gc.ca/
oaschanges.

Reducing the costs  
of wireless services

I am pleased to report 
that our government’s actions to increase 
competition in the wireless sector and to 
deliver lower prices are working. Last 
week CRTC released a comprehensive 
report showing that the average price 
of  wireless services has decreased by 18 
percent since 2008.

In order to provide Canadians with 
access to the latest technology at better 
prices, our government, under the 
leadership of  Prime Minster Stephen 
Harper, has:

Set aside Advanced Wireless Services 
for new entrants to help them break into 
the market. 

Provided new entrants with access 
to capital by lifting foreign investment 
restrictions for companies with less than 
a 10-percent market share. 

Introduced strong roaming and 
tower sharing policies to limit tower 
proliferation and deliver better services 
to consumers. 

Ensured that at least four players in 

every region would be able to acquire 
spectrum in the upcoming spectrum 
auctions. 

Put in place clear rules to govern 
the transfer of  spectrum licenses with 
the objective of  promoting a more 
competitive environment by limiting 
undue concentration of  spectrum. 

Rest assured we will not let this 
progress be lost or undermined and 
will continue to protect consumers and 
promote wireless competition in every 
region of  the country.

Travelling? Check out Travel.gc.ca 
Summer is in full swing and so is 

the travel season. The newly revamped 
Travel.gc.ca website provides you a 
single, authoritative and comprehensive 
source for all government-related travel 
information—from smart packing tips 
to Canada-United States border waiting 
times, and from travel advice and 
advisories to fact sheets on health and 
more.  

Travellers also have access to a new 
mobile application called Travel Smart, 
enabling you to find Government of  
Canada information and services related 
to international travel from anywhere in 
the world. This year before you travel, 
check out Travel.gc.ca to help ensure a 
safe and rewarding travel experience.

If  you would like to contact me on 
any issue, please call 905-953-7515 or visit 
my website at www.loisbrown.ca.  I look 
forward to hearing from you.

Before this column returns (after a short 
hiatus due to a summer vacation) to the local 
themes of  people, politics and public affairs, 
below are some unconnected, stream-of-
conscious and (most likely) incoherent 
musings and observations regarding the 
spring and early summer season in Aurora. 

First, I thought that energy policy would 
have been a very important part of  the public 
discourse during the fall 2011 provincial 
election, and except for the issue of  wind 
turbines in a couple of  the rural ridings, it 
was not. 

The last time energy was even spoken 
about was in 2003 when the provincial 
Liberals promised to close the coal-fired 
plants in the province by 2007 (this is now 
scheduled to happen by the end of  2013), but 
this issue was not front and centre at the 
time. 

I do expect that energy policy, and 
specifically the issues of  pricing, supply mix, 
siting of  gas fired and wind generation, plus 
the continued roles of  nuclear generation to 
be part of  the electoral equation come the 
next provincial vote.

But I don’t believe it will be the major 
issue.

I think the next provincial election will 
be this fall and the Liberals will want it to be 
about transit.

Everyone agrees that something needs to 

be done about our aging 
transit infrastructure in 
the GTA, but there is no 
such consensus when it 
comes to how to pay for 
the $50 billion price tag.

I can see the Premier 
starting to send up a lot 
of  trial balloons over 
the next few weeks on 
different sources of  
transit funding and using 
different messaging and 
then vigorously polling 
to see if  a clearer path will emerge before she 
potentially pulls the plug on her government 
this fall.

Second, Ron Wallace, the former editor 
and publisher of  this newspaper, has been 
announced as the Aurora Citizen of  the Year.

Certainly well deserved. 
I was disappointed that I was not available 

to see Ron eventually receive his award. 
I am indebted to Ron for giving me the 
opportunity to begin penning this column 
over seven years ago.

Besides being a reporter, politician, and 
entrepreneur, part of  Ron’s legacy will be 
that he has brought this community closer 
together and improved our democracy with 
this newspaper.

Although the population of  Aurora is not 

that large at around 
55,000, and although the 
physical dimensions of  
the town are not that 
vast, everyone is very 
busy trying to raise 
families, and to pay the 
bills. Ron’s newspaper 
has made us feel closer 
by covering a large 
amount of  community 
events and giving 
people the opportunity 
to air their views on 

issues of  the day. 
I wish Ron and Patti all the best!
The third item concerns my son. 
Ryan finished grade four on June 28th. 

I was going through a folder of  the work 
that he has been doing in various subjects 
over the past few months. It was interesting 
reading his short stories and the types of  
lessons that his class is being taught. 

But what really caught my eye was a blue 
folder. Inside the folder was a section entitled, 
“Eating healthy with Canada’s food groups.” 

After reading the materials, my rhetorical 
question is this: since Ryan seems to know 
all about the food groups, why does he 
consistently persist in stating that ice cream 
and Pringles chips are one of  the basic food 
groups and should therefore be consumed on 

a daily basis?
An appropriate way to end this rambling 

soliloquy would be for me to make three of  
my patented, dead-on and fearless election 
predictions for the next few months. Here 
goes.

First, the provincial Tories will squeak 
through with a two seat minority in the 
closely and hotly contested ensuing election 
to be held this fall. The Liberals will finish 
second, five seats ahead of  the NDP in the 
one hundred and seven seat Legislature. 

*Second, Tyler Bozak will resign with 
the Toronto Maple Leafs while Mikhail 
Grabowski will be traded in July. Phil Kessel 
will sign a long-term contract with the Leafs 
before Christmas, but Captain Dion Phaneuf  
will not. 

And last, the Toronto Blue Jays will finish 
the year with 91 wins and be awarded one of  
the Wild Cards. They will then win the AL 
Crown and go to the World Series where they 
will lose to the “my” Cincinnati Reds in six 
games. 

Have a happy and safe summer everyone!

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

*Editor’s note: Written before Stephen’s 
vacation, he might now be on a hot streak with 
his predictions.

AURORAN 
POLL

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Things got heated in  
Theatre in the Park, which 
was held at Town Park 
on Friday and Saturday. 
Duking it out here are 
players from the Hum-
ber River Shakespeare  
Company who brought 
their production of 
Shakespeare’s As You 
Like It to the bandshell as 
part of a tour of southern 
Ontario. The bandshell 
will be back in action this 
Wednesday for the third 
installment of Concerts in 
the Park, featuring Unit-
ed Soul Nations.

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer

Aurora has been presented with an idea to 
turn three Yonge Street properties, including 
Hillary House, into a $10 million heritage 
park. Would you like to see it become a 
reality?

		  a)     Yes

		  b)     No

		  c)      Undecided

Ottawa Report

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

Summer Musings 2013

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville
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© Tim Hortons, 2013

With Timbits Soccer, the first goal really is having fun.
And with over 200,000 kids playing Timbits Soccer,
that’s a whole lot of smiling faces. Tim Hortons is
proud to support each and every one of these kids,
along with your local Tim Hortons Restaurant Owners
who are excited to be a part of this by supporting
Timbits Minor Soccer in the Aurora Community.

The firsT goal is having fun®

WINDEX® Outdoor 
Window & Surface 
Sprayer • 950mL 
• Concentrated spray 
for use with garden 
hose (1000100816)

select  patio

%
OFF ‡

‡

select BBQs 
and BBQ 
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up to up to

25 %
OFF  

select 
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power 
equipment

‡
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25 %
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summer clearance
Hurry in, while quantities last!

Off our regular prices. Valid on In-Stock products only. Selection varies by store. Sorry, no rain checks. Offer valid at The Home Depot Canada.
Not valid in combination with any other offer. Some exceptions may apply. Selection varies by store and quantities are limited. Offer valid to 

No substitutions or rain checks. See Store Associate or Special Services Desk for details Canadian residents only. 

GREENCITY Our quality work 
speaks for itself.

130 Hollidge Blvd., AURORA (o� Bayview) Unit B-12, L4G 8A3
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For All Your Quality Flooring Needs... 

www.greencity�ooring.com  |  info@greencity�ooring.com

99$5/sqf 

Construction & Design

Installation
Wax Paper 
Transitions
1/4” Round 
Delivery

FREE

For more promotions, 
please visit our 

showroom or website

5” Red Oak with

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

York Region faces human trafficking problem
By Peter Davey

Although not illuminated 
by red lights or marked 
by scantily clad women 
standing on street corners, 
York Region faces the 
disturbing and worldwide 
problem of  human 
trafficking for sexual 
exploitation.

 According to the York 
Regional Police Drugs and 
Vice unit, there have been 
18 reported cases of  sexually 
exploited trafficked women 
in the region since 2009.

According to the U.N., 
human trafficking is the 
exploitation of  a human 
being and, every year, 
thousands of  men, women 
and children globally, 
fall prey to traffickers. In 
Canada and York Region, 
victims of  traffickers are not 
smuggled across borders, 
said Detective Rebecca 
McGregor, but come from 
small towns and different 
regions. 

Since 2007, Canada has 
had 111 reported cases 
of  Canadian females and 
children being trafficked, 
said Detective Constable 
McGregor. 90 per of  those 
were domestic. 

York Regional Police 
detectives McGregor and 
Thai Truong presented 
the Drugs and Vice Unit’s 
strategy for combating 
human trafficking at the 
police services meeting last 
month. 

Inspector Keith Merith, 
who introduced the 
presentation, said a switch 
in practice in 2008 has 
made the YRP progressive 
in combating trafficking 
and assisting the victims. 
He also said the police had 
made a mistake with their 

previous policy.
“Looking back, we had 

it wrong. We did it wrong,” 
he said. “We saw victims 
[prostitutes] back then as 
willing participants in the 
matter. Looking back, we 
made a critical error in the 
way we were policing.” 

Det. McGregor noted that 
no one should think that 
this could never happen to 
them or someone they know. 
Anyone can be a victim. 
However, traffickers prey on 
girls with vulnerabilities. 

“Low self-esteem, the 
need to be loved, or from a 
broken home and looking 
for a better life, are all 
vulnerabilities preyed upon 
by predators,” she said. 
“Even girls in schools can be 
seeking money to continue 
their education.”

After luring girls into 
thinking they are loved, or 
showering them with gifts, 
they isolate them from their 
family and community 
and begin the abuse and 
exploitation. The average 
age of  entry into prostitution 
in York Region is between 
14-16 said Detective Truong.

While a horrendous 
violation of  human rights, 
trafficking is a difficult 
matter to investigate and 
police, said Det. Truong. 
During the presentation, 
a surveillance video was 
played in which a trafficked 
woman fled her captor. Not 
shown on the screen, was 
a police car parked in an 
adjacent lot, opposite from 
where the women fled. 

“As investigators, we 
know what to do when 
someone calls 911 and says 
‘I need your help,” said 
Truong, but its complicated 
when the case is a trafficked 
person.  

“We know she is a victim, 
but she is not calling us or 
her community or coming 
into a police station.”

Suniana Mannan, a 
social worker with the 
Women’s Support Network 
of  York Region, says it is 
still unclear how the police 
will approach trafficked 
prostitutes and this leads 
many to avoid them.

“It is not clear enough on 
how, or if, they will charge 
sex workers,” said Ms. 
Mannan. “This means more 
people are going to networks 
as opposed to the police.”

McGregor said that 
courts are starting to 
recognize that girls facing 
prostitution charges were 
vulnerable and that it 
was the pimps who were 
preying on them. However, 
it remains difficult to tackle. 

“We have an uphill battle 
in our communities of  
trying to offer assistance to 
some of  these girls and some 
of  these victims,” she said.

York Regional Police are 
combating this problem 
through awareness and 
aggressive enforcement. 
A main aspect is teaching 
social assistance workers 
and hotel staff  about 
trafficking red flags. Seeking 
a cheap and low-risk place 
to do business, many pimps 
use hotels as venues. Signs 
such as consistent refusal 
of  maid service, a third-
party checking in, limited 
personal belongings and 
frequent requests for fresh 
towels are signs which the 
police say may indicate 
prostitution is taking place.

“We are a very aggressive 
team. We go out looking for 
our victims,” said McGregor. 
“Our victims don’t come 
looking for us, we actively 

look for our victims.” The 
police look for violent pimps 
and juveniles, taking the 
pimps into custody and 
rescuing the victims.

The Women’s Support 
Network fights to reduce 
and prevent sexual assault 
of  women in York Region, 
said Ms. Mannan. They 
launched an anti-trafficking 
project in 2011 and have 
received 40 calls from 
women being trafficked in 
the Region. 

Their 24/7 crisis line 
puts women in touch with 
legal support, employment, 
medical care and 
immigration help. 

“Education is huge 
as a lot don’t have high 
school diplomas or any 
work experience,” said 
Ms. Mannan. “Because the 
age of  targeted girls is so 

young, they miss out on the 
education and experience 
requisite for any sort of  
employment.”

The network’s next step 

is forming an advisory 
group from women who 
have escaped trafficking and 
are looking to help others 
and move forward. 

New sidewalk could make things easier for shoppers
By Brock Weir

Pedestrians could 
soon have an easier way 
to access shopping and 
services on Earl Stewart 
Drive.

Council is set to 
approve a new sidewalk 
project for the east side 
of  Earl Stewart Drive 
this week which would 
provide shoppers on 
foot with better access 
to local businesses, and 
destinations such as 
Superstore, an LCBO and 
The Beer Store. 

A sidewalk is currently 
on the west side of  the 
street, allowing foot traffic 
from the residential 
neighbourhood at the 
northwest corner of  
St. John’s Sideroad and 
Bayview Avenue near 
St. Andrew’s Valley Golf  
Course, but Aurora’s 
Accessibility Advisor 
recommended a sidewalk 
on the east side from St. 
John’s to Pedersen would 
be in order.

If  approved, the project 
comes with a nearly 
$116,000 price tag.

“The need for the 
proposed sidewalk on the 
east side of  Earl Stewart 
Drive…was identified 
resulting from concerns 
from residents attempting 
to access the Superstore 
from St. John’s Sideroad,” 
said Ilmar Simanovskis, 
Aurora’s Director of  
Infrastructure, in a 
report to Council. “The 
proposed sidewalk will 
provide safe pedestrian 
access to the Superstore 
and the surrounding 
businesses that complies 

Continued on page 13
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F i b r o m y a l g i a  
is reaching 
alarming levels and  
ineffective treatment is 
common.  If  you suffer 
from Fibromyalgia you 
need to know poorly known 
facts about the condition in  
order to avoid years of   
pain and suffering.

You may be experiencing 
constant, unrelenting 
joint pain …  tender, achy 
spots all over your body…  
including your neck 
and upper back…   pain  
between your shoulder 
blades …  chronic fatigue 
…  and maybe constant or 
intermittent headaches.  
You can’t sleep at night and 
are  exhausted all day.  

You can’t even enjoy 
the simple things in life  
anymore, such as playing 
with your children.  Getting 
out of  bed everyday is an 
unbelievable challenge.

Life has become 
unbearable... Your doctor 
does an exam... negative.  
He takes some  X-rays...
negative.  Does a few blood 
tests… negative.  Maybe 
even an MRI… negative.  

The doctor may tell 
you that you may have  

Fibromyalgia and may give 
you anti-inflammatories,  
pain relieving or 
muscle relaxing drugs. 
You may find that the  
approaches you try do not 
help or may even  make it 
feel worse. 

So you go back, again 
and again, and your doctor 
gives you different drugs 
to try to make you feel  
better.   

The doctor eventually 
may say... “I’ve done all  
I can do, you just need to 
learn to live with it...”

After  exhausting the  
list of  medications you may 
also be told it’s “all in your 
head” and they may even 
send you to a psychiatrist 
for anti-depressant drugs.

You may have gone 
through months, if  not 
years, of  grueling tests and 
drugs with horrible side  
effects.  

It is clear that sufferers 
need much more 
information on what 
Fibromyalgia really is 
and how they can help 
themselves.

There are other  
approaches, beyond the 
use of  drugs, that have  

safely and effectively 
helped many Fibromyalgia 
sufferers improve  their lives  
dramatically.

To help sufferers,   
a workshop is being offered  
to reveal effective ways  
to feel better, increase 
energy, improve sleep and 
improve quality of  life.  The 
workshop is at no- charge as  
a community service. 

The workshop will be 
held on Wed July 24,  7:30 
pm - 9 pm at the King 
West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd Unit 10,  
Richmond Hill. Seating is 
limited.  

Call to make reser-
vations 888-837-0407.

Fibromyalgia 
Effective  Approaches for Lasting Relief  

There are other 
approaches, beyond 

the use of drugs, 
that have safely and  

effectively helped 
many Fibromyalgia 

sufferers  
feel better.

Advertorial

Direct

In the Aurora Shopping 
Centre Next to No Frills 

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~
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two-storey gymnasium.”
A Youth Centre has been 

considered for the Town of  
Aurora for nearly 12 years. 
After years of  debate, 
master plans, and going 
back to the drawing board, 
the wheels were finally 
put truly in motion last 
fall. In addition to getting 
Council’s approval to 
move ahead with the plan, 
the Parks and Recreation 
Department also took their 
plans to public meetings 
held at Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School and St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic 
High School to gauge the 
interests of  local students. 

While they had many 
ideas of  what they would 
like to see in a youth 
centre, including a skate 
park, which is currently 

being designed by the 
Canadian Ramp Company, 
a key message staff  and 
Councillors took home 
with them was that the 
youth wanted to be fully 
involved in steering what 
will ultimately be a space 
for them. 

In addition to the 
architects, Williams 
student Kyle Nice has 
been part of  the Youth 
Committee bringing this 
into fruition, as have 
Hanna Thiessen and 
Kristina Reed of  Aurora 
High School, along with 
Courtney Collard, Alessia 
Chisena, Leandra Scaccia, 
Jason Kwan, and Sharif  
Mansour, all students at St. 
Max. 

Designs put forward 
this week are expected to 
include distinct fitness and 

aerobic areas, five activity 
rooms, a climbing wall, new 
change rooms, a teaching 
kitchen, a “dedicated 
youth space”, a snack bar, 
a running track, and a full-
size gym.

“Renovations have been 
more extensive than first 
envisioned in order to 
address the program needs 
of  the Steering Committee,” 
Mr. Downey notes in 
his report. “The design 
concept, as presented, will 
require an additional $1 
million in order to complete 
the works.”

When the plan to build 
the Community Space 
for Youth onto the AFLC 
came up for approval by 
Council earlier this year. 
It was met around the 
Council table with mixed 
reviews with some, such 

From page 1 as Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
and Councillor John Abel, 
supporting the concept, 
stating it was the right 
choice and the right 
location.

Others, such as 
Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner, voted against 
the plan, not only because 
it is not central and easily 
accessible by Aurora’s 
youth, but also because, in 
the off  hours, this youth 
space would be available 
to other community 
programs, such as 
popular seniors’ activities. 
Therefore, in her view, the 
proposal was not truly a 
“youth centre”.

Earlier discussions were 
also cited in the debate 
where Councillors mulled 
tearing down the AFLC 
altogether and starting 
fresh, arguing it was a 
poorly constructed “white 
elephant.” 

Additional costs to 
the Youth Centre project 
have been found because 
of  the building’s current 
condition. According 
to Mr. Downey’s report, 

previously questioned soil 
conditions in the area have 
proven to be a problem 
requiring additional 
work, and a previously 
unidentified storm sewer 
pipe was found in the way. 

Several additions and 
further modifications to 
the building made since 
its construction do not 
meet the building code, 
including change rooms, 
and the running track. 
$200,000 will be needed to 
replace the track.  

Despite the cost setback, 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe says 
he continues to back the 
youth space at the AFLC.

“I still think it is the 
right location,” he says. 
“There were suggestions 
that maybe we should just 
tear it down and build a 
new one at the other side of  
the parking lot. You’re into 
very substantial building 
costs. This will extend the 
life of  the building by a 
substantial percentage.

“Was it a white elephant? 
There were parts of  it that 
weren’t built well, which 
was proved, and quite 
frankly that is one of  the 
problems with going to the 
lowest bidder. You mostly 
get good work but that is 
not always the case.”

Three options to be presented for  
Aurora Collection’s future

By Brock Weir

Select pieces from the 
Aurora Collection, a large 
group of  artefacts which 
tell the story of  Aurora’s 
past, are now on display 
at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre --- but while these 
artefacts show where they 
have been, there might be 
a clearer sense of  where 
they are going this week.

Councillors will 
consider three options on 
the future of  the Aurora 
Collection this week. The 
options follow direction 
given by Council last 
month to allocate up 
to $100,000 towards the 
collection along with a 
report on how historic 
pieces can be managed 
and conserved. 

Since that time, 
further discussions have 
taken place between 
Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Leisure 
Services and Catherine 
Richards, Curator for the 
Aurora Historical Society, 
charting the way forward. 

“We [were] concerned 
that the funding provided 
was not clearly stated as 
one-time or base funding,” 
said Mr. Downey in his 
report, which hopes to 
clear up some of  the 
uncertainty. 

The first option is to 
provide base funding of  
$100,000 for the collection, 
hiring a full-time curator 
to oversee matters. This 
person would handle much 

of  the administration 
surrounding the Aurora 
Collection, which will 
become property of  the 
Town of  Aurora should 
this go forward. They 
would also coordinate 
exhibitions, activities, 
and conservation efforts. 

“The position’s 
primary responsibility 
will be focused on 
the collection and 
no exhibition of  the 
collection is anticipated, 
with the exception of  
developing the inaugural 
Aurora Sports Hall of  
Fame exhibition, in the 
event Trillium funding is 
secured, and continuing 
the loan and material 
for display at the Aurora 
Public Library,” says Mr. 
Downey in his report. 

Adding a part-time 
curatorial assistant under 
the $100,000 would help 
maintain public access to 
the collection, he notes. 

The second option 
would be to provide a one-
time-only cash infusion 
of  $100,000 into the 
collection, which would 
include the hiring of  a 
curator for a one year 
period. This accounts for 
one full-time position, 
without support staff, 
which would include 
responsibilities such 
as asset management, 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
conservation, and 
organization. $60,000 
would be allocated for the 
new curator, while the 

balance would go towards 
office expenses. 

The third option would 
outsource operation of  
the Aurora Collection, 
with an undetermined 
price tag.

“A reduced funding 
model from the report 
presented to Council in 
February 2013 would 
permit the care and 
management of  the 
Collection, a primary 
concern identified in the 
report,” said Mr. Downey. 
“The reduced funding, 
however, does not allow 
for the opportunity to 
provide exhibition of  
the Collection, as well 
as the development of  
sponsorship, partnership 
or grant programs to help 
sustain the Collection, 
with the exception of  the 
Sports Hall of  Fame.

“Staff  are confident 
that this initial funding 
will enable a successful 
transfer of  the Collection 
to the Town.”

The success, however, 
depends on a meeting of  
the minds.

Speaking ahead of  this 
week’s Council meeting, 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
said he was in favour of  
the third option. Putting 
the word out there that 
having a third party do 
it would be a good first 
step in determining the 
best financial course of  
action,” he said. 

“[We would] find out 
Continued on page 17

Cost increase attributed to bringing Complex up to code, infrastructure
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By Vanessa Hicks, Heritage 
Planner

The Town of Aurora

The 8th annual Doors 
Open Aurora event 
takes place on Saturday, 
August 17 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 

This is your chance 
to become a tourist in 
your own backyard. 
Participation is 
free; no tickets 
or reservations 
required! Come out 
and join thousands 
of  visitors exploring 
Aurora’s hidden 
treasures, many 
of  which are not 
normally open to the 
public. 

Doors Open 
Aurora welcomes 
back community 
favourites such 
as the Aurora 
Public Library, the 
Aurora Armoury, 
Hillary House & 
Koffler Museum of  
Medicine, Aurora 
United Church, 
Merlin’s Hollow, the 
Benjamin Stephenson 
House, and the Charles 
Henry Sheppard House. 

This year, Doors 
Open features a number 
of  exciting new sites 
including Horton Place 
and the Tailor’s House.

Horton Place, located 
at 15342 Yonge Street, 
is an extremely well-
preserved example of  the 

Italianate architectural 
style, built for Dr. 
Alfred Robinson and his 
family and named after 
their ancestral home in 
Yorkshire, England. 

Dr. Robinson was 
a dental surgeon who 
worked throughout York 
Region. The building 
was purchased in 1901 
by the Webster-McIntyre 

family and remained 
in the same family for 
over 100 years. The 
building has remained 
remarkably unchanged. 

The Tailor’s House, 
located at 38 Wellington 
Street East, is an 
excellent example of  
the Neo-Classical 
architectural style. Built 
in 1862, this building 

has only 500 sq. ft. on 
each floor and was 
constructed by Edward 
Andrews for his family 
which included his 
wife Mary and eleven 
children. 

The house was owned 
by the Andrews family 
for 116 years. The 
building was renovated 
for various commercial 

uses starting in 
1988. Today, the 
Tailor’s House now 
houses a boutique-
style bridal shop 
known as “The 
Gown.”

Don’t miss your 
chance to tour 
each of  the new 
sites participating 
in this year’s 8th 
annual Doors Open 
Aurora event and 
enjoy our local 
heritage.

Stay tuned for 
more information 
on Doors Open 
Aurora 2013 in The 
Auroran in the 
coming weeks!

For additional 
information about 
new sites featured 
at this year’s Doors 
Open Aurora event or 
to volunteer, please 
visit www.aurora.
c a / d o o r s o p e n 2 0 1 3 . 
Download the Volunteer 
Application Form and 
send it to us! Contact 
information is available 
on the Application Form.

� �

Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. © 2012 Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts. All rights reserved. 

w w w . w e l l s t l o f t s . c o m

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK.COM/WELLSTLOFTS

 easy access to Toronto. penthouses, all featuring your choice of   
 traditional or contemporary finishes.

• Up to $10,000 in Upgrades

• Flexible Deposit Structure

•  Free Rogers Installation 
& Services for 6 Months

See Listing Agent for Details. Brokers Protected with Personal Introduction.

DETENTION�NEVER�HAD�
SO�MANY�INCENTIVES

Dr. J. Bishinsky
FRCPC
Aurora  

Cardiovascular Centre

Is pleased to welcome
 to the clinic 

Dr. O. Ryzhak
FRCPC(Cardiology)

                    
SPECIALIZING IN 
HEART DISEASES

372 Hollandview Trail
#304

Aurora, ON
Tel: (905) 713-1300
Fax: (905) 713-1302

Appointments by referral only   

Doors Open Aurora 
Welcomes New Sites 
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As the GTA recovers 
from its recent face to face 
encounter with the fury of  
Mother Nature, I think it is 
high time that our elected 
officials deal with a serious 
issue that was laid bare by 
the storm and its aftermath 
– our fragile, critical 
infrastructure.  

Yes, road repair and 
sewage maintenance and 
bridge building isn’t sexy. 
No Council wants to blow 
its entire capital budget on 
fixing the roads.  However, 
just like you don’t install 
a $20,000 gourmet kitchen 
when what you need is a 
new roof,  sometimes the 
bright and shiny toys of  
grand municipal projects 
need to be mothballed and 
funds invested instead 
in the maintenance and 
planning of  our critical 
infrastructure – the things 
you don’t see until they fall 
apart.

Repair and Replacement 
(R&R) has languished on 
the sidelines of  budget 
deliberations for so long 
that we are now at the stage 
where patchwork repairs 
might no longer be possible; 
whole-scale replacement of  
key pieces of  infrastructure 
will probably be needed 
in the very near future in 
Aurora, as it will be in many 
communities.

Aurora is not there. We 
do not have our own mini-
version of  the crumbling 
Gardiner Expressway in 
our midst. We have many, 
many roads that need 
repair and resurfacing.  We 
have aging sewage systems 
that need relining, repair or 
just replacement.  We have 
culverts and swales and 
other water management 
systems that similarly 

I spent this past Tuesday 
at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and what a full day 
of  activities it was. 

My day started with a 
game of  Bocce on the new 
Bocce Courts. Organized 
play for all members of  the 
Centre is scheduled every 
Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings at 10, weather 
permitting. The Bocce 
Courts are available for ASA 
member use only Monday 
to Friday from 9 to 4 on a 
first come first served basis. 
This Tuesday was the day 
after the “big rain” but the 
courts were well drained 
and well constructed and 
therefore good fun and 
good sportsmanship was 
the order of  the morning. 
Nobody got hurt.

Following Bocce, I joined 
the very social Bid Euchre 
activity. 

There was a great turnout 
and fun was had by all. Bid 
Euchre is also organized 
and run by dedicated 
volunteers like Lee and 
Luba (I call her Lubalicious 
because she is so nice and 
so helpful) who do a great 
job of  ensuring fair play, 
good fun and consideration 
for all players. If  you want 
to play Bid Euchre you can 
arrange for lessons at 10 am 
on Monday mornings. Just 
telephone the Front Desk 
ahead of  time and they will 
arrange the instruction 
for you. If  you already play 
Bid Euchre you can join 
the other enthusiasts each 
Tuesday and Thursday at 
1.00 p.m. in the Card Room 
of  the Seniors’ Centre. 

Remember, Bid Euchre 
is GOOD FOR YOU! It 
stimulates the brain, and 
makes you think. 

You’ll also meet some 

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

It Ain’t Sexy Totally 
Tuesday!

SENIOR
SCAPE

Jim L. Abram

need updating, repairs or 
replacements.

With regards to the threat 
of  flooding in particular, 
there are, of  course, the 
hydrogeological realities of  
the Town of  Aurora.  

As most people are 
aware – certainly those 
with active sumps in their 
basements – we sit on top 
of  a very high water table.  
Aurora has a number of  
watercourses, both surface 
and buried, that crisscross 
the municipality.  This can 
pose significant risks to 
both infrastructure and 
residential dwellings alike 
during substantial rains.  

With heavy downpours, 
the ground becomes super-
saturated and, combined 
with the existing high 
water table, there is literally 
nowhere for the water to go.

The fact that more and 
more of  our community 
is being paved over and 
covered with impermeable 
surfaces exacerbates this 
problem.

But what can be done? 
It comes back to the 
decision-making processes 
themselves.  Budget 
deliberations are only part 
of  the issue. How many 
years have we watched 
as Council after Council 

shaved percentage points 
off  the funds going into 
the Capital Reserve fund – 
literally the Rainy Day Fund 
– to bring down the tax levy 
despite the pleas from our 
Treasurer to do otherwise?  

When the day of  
reckoning comes 
and a major piece of  
infrastructure fails, will we 
have the funds necessary 
to address the problem? 
If  we are like most of  the 
municipalities in our fair 
province, I believe the 
answer is “no”.

Budget decisions are 
only part of  the problem. 
It is the cumulative effect 
of  planning decisions and 
budgeting decisions that 
pose the most serious risk 
to future infrastructure 
functionality and viability.  
Decision-making processes 
at the municipal level are 
undertaken in isolation. 

Councils are forced to 
look at what’s on the table 
rather than how the decision 
before them is impacted 
by previous decisions and 
impacts future decisions 
– planning, budgetary or 
otherwise.

I mentioned the 
concept of  triple bottom-
line analysis in a column 
a few weeks back. This 
concept speaks to the need 
to consider the social, 
environmental and 
financial implications of  
any decision made.  Yes, it is 
complicated.  Yes, it is often 
time consuming,.. and yes, 
on its face it often leads to a 
more “costly” decision – at 
least at first. 

So that’s it for this 
week, until next week, stay 
informed, stay involved 
because this is after all Our 
Town.

very nice people and have 
lots of  laughs.
“OLD AGE IS NOT FOR SISSIES”

As if  that wasn’t enough 
activity for the day, I stayed 
for Tuesday Movie Night. 
This special evening began 
with some complimentary 
snacks, popcorn and a cash 
bar with wine, beer and pop 
available.

The audience members 
then moved into the West 
McKenzie Room which was 
set up for 100 persons to 
enjoy the popular comedy, 
“Quartet” on the big screen. 
ASA volunteer, Mike Ilkiw, 
does a great job selecting 
the movies and running the 
event. 

Mike welcomed the 
audience, drew lucky draw 
tickets then showed the 
Bugs Bunny – Yosemite 
Sam Looney Tunes cartoon 
“Bunker Hill Bunny” to the 
great amusement of  the 
crowd!

The directorial debut of  
Dustin Hoffman, “Quartet” 
is a comedy starring Maggie 
Smith, Billy Connolly, 
Michael Gambon and 
Pauline Collins. 

“Quartet” tells the story 
of  Reggie (Courtenay), 
Wilf  (Connolly) and Cissy 
(Collins) who reside in 

Beecham House, a home for 
retired opera singers. Each 
year they stage a concert to 
celebrate Verdi’s birthday, 
which also raises funds for 
the home. 

Reggie’s ex-wife Jean 
(Smith) arrives at the home 
and creates tension, playing 
the diva part but refusing 
to sing in the concert. 
“Quartet” was written by 
Sir Ronald Harwood. Every 
Diva deserves an encore.

Tuesday Night at the 
Movies starts at 6.30 sharp 
and is restricted to the first 
60 people. The cost is $1.50 
for ASA members and 
$2.00 for their non-member 
guests. 

The price includes 
the movie, refreshments 
and popcorn. 

SUMMER BBQ CONTINUES
Our thanks to Councillor 

John Abel for being our 
guest-chef  on the BBQ 
on Wednesday and all the 
volunteers that assisted. 
Come and enjoy a special 
summer BBQ hosted by 
the Chartwell Retirement 
Residences at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre on 
Wednesday, July 17. 

Reservations are 
required. The cost is $5 per 
person. The proceeds from 
this event will be generously 
donated to the Canadian 
Diabetes Foundation.  

My Final Word: 
Happiness has no limits.

For more information 
on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to offer, 
drop by 90 John West Way, 
visit the web site www.
auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com 
or call 905-726-4767 between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday.

L.H. LIND REALTY INC.

15105 Yonge St., Suite 100, Aurora

lenard@lhlindrealty.com
View virtual tour for most listings

@www.lhlindrealty.comFeature Properties
FOLLOW  US  ON  TWITTER: twitter.com/lhlindrealty

or  become  a  fan on facebook:  facebook.com/lhlindrealty 

aurora’s top sales producer 2012†
“Service with Professionalism” 905-841-0000 • 416-410-8223

Ontario’s only...
ISO 9001 : 2008 Registered
Residential Real Estate Company

Jackie Martin
Salesperson

Adam lind
Salesperson

Mike Lind
Salesperson

Eva O’Sullivan
Salesperson

Lenard Lind 
Broker of

Record/Owner

Feature Properties

Call today for a “FREE” Property Evaluation!* 905-841-0000
†based on IMS Stats  Aurora Offices*Some conditions apply.

Gated exclusivity in Stonebridge! Loaded with upgrades! 9 foot ceilings! Updated kitchen  
with quartz stone counters! Ground floor master with 5 piece ensuite. Bright professionally  
finished walkout lower level with huge family room and 2 more bedrooms! Ensuites to all  
bedrooms! Backs to ravine!

AURORA 4 BEDROOM END UNIT CONDO BUNGALOFT LINK!

$748,888

Bring your business home! Paved road access!  3 minutes to Highway 27! 2000+ square  foot, 8 year 
old bungalow! Open concept with bright, professionally finished lower level with in-law potential!  
Oversized heated double garage! Separate 3000 SF shop with 3 drive-in bay doors, 18 foot clear 
height and heated workroom! Loads of parking for trailers & trucks!

INNISFIL! 25 ACRES! CUSTOM BUNGALOW AND 3000 SF SHOP!

$1,250,000

Complete renovation!  Great for home business office – light industrial – fitness – research lab  
& more!  Steps to GO train!  Gleaming hrdwd floors!  Fresh modern décor!  Open concept 
floor plan!  New 2-piece washroom & 3 private offices on 2nd floor!  Unspoiled lower level!  
Fully fenced!  Great curb appeal – just move in!

AURORA OFFICE BUILDING WITH 7 PARKING SPOTS! 

$549,900

Simply sensational!  Soaring 9 to 14 ft. ceilings!   Open concept floor plan!  Gleaming hrdwd strip 
floors!  Separate formal dining rm!   Main flr den!  Gourmet custom centre island kit open to huge 
“great room” w/custom cabinetry!  Inviting master w/enticing ensuite!  Builder prof. finished lower level 
w/massive rec room w/wet bar, custom built-ins, 2 bdrms & 3pc bath! 

KING VALLEY!  GATED EXCLUSIVITY! BUNGALOW BEAUTY!

 $1,149,900

HUNTER’S GLEN 5200 SF GEM!  PICTURESQUE PRIVACY 2.5 ACRES!

$2,549,900

Superb completely reno’d estate home in Aurora’s most sought-after estate community!  
Updated & upgraded “gourmet” centre island kit!  Sumptuous master w/enticing en-
suite!  Updated baths!  Knock-out prof. f inished walk-out bsmt!  Oasis backyard w/
pool with waterfall & hot tub and party room!  Simply sensational!

It’s a beauty! Soaring 9 ft. ceilings! Gleaming hwd strip flr! Spac. great room! Huge modern  
eat-in ceramic kit w/granite counters & bkfst bar! Master w/w-in closet & enticing updated ensuite 
bath! Lrg secondary bdrms! Updated main bath & powder rm! Oasis knockout private backyard  
w/saltwater pool & prof. landscaping! Sides to greenspace!

Wow! Aurora! 4 BR Exec! Open Concept! Pool & Privacy! 

$629,900

Your own “estate” majestically set high on the parcel with beautiful views!  Great centre island kit 
w/granite counter, big bkfst bar & open concept to spac. sunken fam rm!  Sundrenched solarium!  
Main flr den!   Master w/sitting area, full ensuite & large w-in! “Unspoiled” walk-out lower level!  
Oversized decks, triple garage and oversized carport!   $1,228,888

4000 SF MODERN COUNTRY HOME!

Spectacular! 4300 SF! Renovation! Finished Basement! Pool!

$999,900

Have it all!  Soaring 9 ft. ceilings & gleaming hrdwd strip floors!  Sunken living room!  Sep. 
formal DR!  Spacious family room w/custom B-I wall unit!  Knock-out updated & upgraded 
Fischer kitchen w/granite counters & top-of-the-line B-I stainless steel appliances!  Bright 
prof. fin w/o lower level w/wet bar, home theatre area & more! 

Aurora’s gateway to the business core!  Attention owner occupiers & inves-
tors!  Exceptional quality medical and office use building with 16  parking  spots!   
Numerous uses!  Large reception and principal room sizes!  2 washrooms!  R5-18 
zoned! Why lease when you could own!

aurora medical/office!  cenTury character & charm!

$999,999
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YELLOW TAG SALE 
UP 
TO 60%OFF 

Watch for our New Flyers!
And Be sure to check out our 

newly remodeled website 
WWW.UPTOWNFURNITURE.CA

17255 YONGE ST. 
NEWMARKET 

905-895-6817

M-F 10:00AM  - 9:00 PM 
SAT: 9:30AM   - 6:00 PM 
SUN: 11:00AM - 5:00 PM    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FREE, No Obligation Trial Program

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

Stinger Girls celebrated for BMO win
By Brock Weir

They’ve “got a passion 
in their team and they ain’t 
afraid to show it.”

That’s the cheer of  
Aurora’s U9 Stinger Girls. As 
they were celebrated as the 
Bank of  Montreal’s Team of  
the Week on Friday evening, 
their passion for their team 
and their passion for the 
community was reflected 
right back at them. 

The soccer team 
was named the Bank of  
Montreal’s Team of  the Week 
in the lead-up to Canada Day. 
One of  just 15 teams which 
will be selected throughout 
the summer from well over 
400 entries, BMO celebrated 
their achievements with a 
special party and celebration 
at their Bayview and 
Wellington Branch. 

There, they not only 
celebrated their team, but 
they also received some 
nifty BMO Swag and $500 for 
their charity of  choice – the 
Aurora Food Pantry.

“You guys were a 
highlight to us from the very 
beginning,” said Katelyn 
May, Ontario representative 
for the BMO Team of  the 
Week Program. “The things 
you have been doing are 
absolutely incredible and 
we want you to know we 
appreciate it very much and 
you deserve to be recognized 
as one of  the top 15 teams in 
all of  Canada.”

Friday’s celebration 
was also attended by Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe, who paid 
tribute to the girls, the 
coaches, and their efforts 
lending a hand to the 
Mayor’s Anti-Litter Day in 
April, along with Aurora 
Food Pantry chair Lorna 
Rummenie and treasurer 
Monica Day. 

“The money will go to buy 
food for the need of  Aurora,” 
Ms. Rummenie told the girls. 
“Each week we buy milk, 
margarine and eggs and 
some hamburger these days 
when we get extra money. We 
get vegetables. Some have 
community gardens and 
supply us with vegetables 
and we are so thankful.”

Gathered outside the 
bank were not only the 
Stingers girls, but Bank of  
Montreal employees, and 
a flood of  proud parents, 
grandparents, team 
supporters and, of  course, 
coaches. 

For Coach Christine, the 
easiest thing to say about the 
Stinger Girls is they were 
a team from the moment 
they stepped onto the field, 
and that has continued well 
off  the grass. They seek 
out opportunities to spend 
time together outside of  the 
beautiful game, she said, 
and, all importantly, they 
actually enjoy it.

“We’re a team that 
genuinely cares about 
and gets involved in our 

community,” she said. 
“From participation in the 
Aurora Santa Claus and 
Canada Day Parades to 
the 1 kilometre race we did 
raising funds for Strides for 
Stroke, to attendance at the 
Mayor’s Anti-Litter Day, to 
sponsoring a family through 
the holiday heroes program, 
the best part is we’re not 
done getting involved.”

The Stingers’ support 
has not been limited to 
runs, picking up litter, 
or volunteering at local 
parades. They have also 
given back on the personal 
level to Carter, a Newmarket 
boy who, they say, is “braver 
than any person they have 
ever known.” Made an 
honourary Stinger after the 
girls decided to dedicate a 
season to them, they now 
wear his name emblazoned 
on their jerseys and he 
affectionately calls them “his 
team.”

The mere mention of  his 
name brought forward grins 
and enthusiastic applause 
from every U9 Stinger.

“We understand that 
our success does not 
come easily,” said Coach 
Christine. “It is our effort 
and our attitude that get 
us there. Soccer is what 
brought us together, but it is 
kindness, compassion, and 
commitment that keeps us 
glued. Talent is what got us 
where we are, but character 
will keep us here. 

“They say it takes a 
village to raise a child, so 
I am going to say it takes 
a community to raise a 
team. In our community, 
we have 12 delightful, 
spunky, and hardworking 
girls. We have committed 
families, supportive siblings, 
technical direction and 
leadership, club support, 
sponsors who help to fund 
what is surprisingly not an 
inexpensive sport. 

“What’s different for 
these girls is in a world that 
is seemingly egocentric and 
fixated on image there are 
memories we are creating 
as a team when they are 
not kicking the soccer ball 
around. The memories of  
sponsoring and honouring a 
little boy whose battle is far 
more important than any 
soccer battle they are ever 
going to face; the memory 
of  sponsoring a family that 
wasn’t quite as fortunate as 
we are; buying boots, and 
hats, and snow pants, rather 
than toys and the latest 
electronic device; imagine 
the impact these memories 
are going to have on their 
own children one day and 
perhaps even a sports team 
they have the privilege of  
coaching.”

Looking out into the 
collection of  parents 
either beaming or dabbing 
their eyes in pride, Coach 
Christina said the biggest 
pride parents see when 

looking at their daughters is 
“the kind, caring committed 
little girl they are raising.”

“It’s easy to say we’re a 
team on and off  the field, but 
we’re so much more than 
that – we’re a life team.”

If  it takes a community 
to raise a team, you can help 
raise your local team to be the 
grand champions in BMO’s 
Team of  the Week by logging 
onto bmosoccer.com, clicking 
‘Find a Team’ and searching 
for Aurora. Your support to 
push them over the top, will 
not only land the Stingers the 
ultimate glory, but a significant 
investment from the Bank in 
Aurora’s own sports fields.

The spirited Aurora U9 Stinger Girls let out a very enthusiastic cheer on Friday night 
at the Bank of Montreal at Yonge and Wellington. The Girls were honoured by the 
Bank for being selected BMO’s Team of the Week in the lead-up to Canada Day, and 
they are continuing to vie for community support for the ultimate prize.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Portrait of a Champion
By Sarah Smith, Evolution 

Gymnastics

This summer, 
Evolution Gymnastics 
Aurora Men’s Artistic 
(MAG) gymnast Brendan 
Canning is training 
twelve hours a week in 
preparation for the next 
season of  Provincial-level 
competition.  

Just shy of  his 15th 
birthday and six years 
into his gymnastics career, 
Brendan is riding a wave 
of  physical maturation 
that is helping him 
succeed in a sport that 
requires above-average 
strength, power, flexibility, 
agility, spacial awareness, 
and balance.  Now that’s 
cross-training!

Brendan says 
he was attracted to 
gymnastics because of  
the increasingly difficult 
progression of  the skills.  
In gymnastics, it’s never 
boring, because once you 
master one skill, there’s 
a more complex version 
waiting.  Plus MAG 
athletes train & compete 
on six different apparatus:  
Floor Exercise, Parallel 
Bars, High Bar, Rings, 
Vault & Pommel Horse.  

Brendan credits 
his “excellent & 
knowledgeable” coaches 
(currently Sean Heaslip 
and Warren Bisbee) for 
teaching him the benefits 
of  constructive criticism, 
and as the current “senior” 
in his program, he now 
provides this same kind 
of  feedback to the younger 
boys training with him.

During the 2012/2013 
season, Brendan 
earned medals at every 
competition he attended, 
including a gold medal 
on Rings & a silver medal 
All-Around.  At Ontario 
Championships, Brendan 
was awarded the silver 
medal on High Bar & 
Rings, and a bronze medal 
on Parallel Bars.  

Even so, his favourite 
event is Floor, where he is 
now conquering a variety 
of  complex tumbling 
lines, including saltos 
(somersaults in the air).

Following in the 
footsteps of  Alex 
Pritchard-Oh & Kieran 
Sutch, it’s now Brendan’s 
turn to lead and inspire 
Evolution’s growing team 
of  MAG athletes.  

(From Left) Mayor Geoffrey Dawe is hugged by an athlete as he presents gold medals in soccer at SAC on Saturday. Glass Tiger had the crowds up on their feet at  
Thursday’s opening ceremonies in Newmarket. Medals awarded, the less formal closing ceremonies on Saturday had a party atmosphere. Isaac Charles was one of two 
participants who took the Athletes’ Oath on behalf of all. 							                       Auroran photos by Brock Weir and Jeff Doner

York’s athletes had home field advantage – and liked it!

crying.”
Isaac Charles, a six-year veteran 

of  the Special Olympics, also plays 
basketball and soccer.

In total, York Region welcomed over 
1,000 athletes, making it the largest 
provincial games yet.

The athletes competed in softball, 
soccer, rhythmic gymnastics, golf  and 
track and field, with each sport being 
held at different venues across the 
region.

Athletes show dance  
moves at Closing Ceremonies

On Saturday night, over 1,000 
athletes and 500 volunteers took to the 
Ray Twinney Complex in Newmarket 
to take part in the closing ceremonies 
where the athletes were celebrated 
before the event turned into an all out 
dance party.

Regional Chair Bill Fisch said the 
games were a resounding success.

“Over the last four days, York 
Region has been transformed,” he 
said. “I’m so proud our community 
came together. Everyone here is a 
winner…I have never enjoyed myself  
so much.”

Police Chief  and co-chair Eric 
Jolliffe was equally proud of  the 
Special Olympics and all the athletes.

“It’s been a great three days here 
in York Region,” he said to a raucous 
crowd. “The level of  sportsmanship 
has been truly incredible. We have 
truly enjoyed being a part of  these 
games. Athletes, you are truly 
inspiring.”

York Regional Police hosted the 
event for the second time and officers 
joined civilian volunteers to make the 
event possible.

CEO Special Olympics Ontario 
Glenn MacDonell praised York Region 
and the York Regional Police for their 
hard work.

“If  the primary benefits of  these 
games is only to be a fun-filled three 
day event, then we’re doing something 

wrong. Not so this time, the people of  
York Region began planning a legacy 
for these games long before the games 
even started and we’re the ones who 
are awarded for it. 

“The Special Olympics will be 
stronger and our program will be 
bigger in York Region and across the 
province because of  the vision of  this 
region, this police service.”

Two of  Newmarket’s athletes were 
given the honour of  helping out with 
the closing ceremonies. Dana-Michelle 
Damiani carried out the torch and was 
amazed by the crowd.

“I was so happy to do it and we’re all 
stars here now. I feel great,” she said.

Her husband Ryan Damiani carried 
out the flag and was thankful to be 
able to take part.

“It feels really awesome,” he said. 
“That was the first time I have done 
that, so it was really nice. The police 
were really nice; the whole crowd here 
was awesome. We couldn’t have done it 
all without all the help.”

Stouffville’s Matthew Nighswander 
made an inspiring speech that roused 
the crowd before the dance party.

“I just feel privileged, because 
I’ve always wanted to do this in York 
Region and just making our dreams 
come true,” he said after the ceremony. 
“It’s amazing that they chose me to 
speak on everyone’s behalf  and when I 
heard the cheers I was very happy that 
they liked what they heard.”

He was also proud of  his home York 
Region for hosting such a great games.

“It was just amazing. Not just the 
competition, but just being able to say 
you’re in your own backyard playing 
the game you love in the sun. We just 
tried our best.”

Special Olympics Ontario is a 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to empowering individuals with 
intellectual disabilities to become 
physically fit by offering year-round 
training and competition in 18 core 
sports. 

More than 18,000 athletes in 1,700 
clubs across the province reap the 

From page 1 benefits of  participating in Special 
Olympics, which include improved fitness 
levels, self-confidence, an opportunity 
to experience and succeed in sport and 

understand teamwork and leadership.
For results and more information, 

visit www..specialolympics2013games.
com.



THE AURORAN, Wednesday, July 17, 2013Page  12 THE AURORAN, Wednesday, July 17, 2013                  Page 13

Sponsored by: 

No purchase necessary. Open to legal residents of Canada that have reached the age of majority and are a coach or representative of, or a parent or legal guardian of a player on, a Canadian youth (ages 7-12) soccer team registered with a soccer club or school board. Entrants are responsible for ensuring that permission 
has been obtained from the parents and/or legal guardians of all team members depicted in entry materials. Multiple entries for the same team are not permitted. Contest submission opens at 9:00 a.m. ET on April 1, 2013 and closes at 12:00 p.m. ET on July 12, 2013. All eligible entries will be posted on BMOsoccer.
com and visitors to the site may register to vote. Limit of one (1) vote per person per day. Voting Period is between August 5, 2013 and August 19, 2013. PRIZES: one (1) Grand Prize (ARV: $155,000 CDN, incl. $5,000 charitable donation); fifteen (15) “Goalkeeper” Prizes (ARV: $2,000 CDN each, including a $500 
charitable donation); two (2) “Striker” Prizes (ARV: $2,400 CDN each); and seventy-five (75) Early Bird Prizes (for each of the first seventy-five (75) eligible entries - ARV: $400 CDN each). Voters are eligible to win one (1) of fifteen (15) TOTW Fan Prizes (The approximate value of AIR MILES reward miles prize depends on 
the chosen method of redemption and available reward options at the time of redemption.). Correctly answered skill-testing question required for Early Bird Prizes, “Striker” Prizes, “TOTW Fan” Prizes and the Grand Prize. Online entry, odds of winning each prize and full contest rules are available at BMOsoccer.com. 
® Registered trademarks of Bank of Montreal.

Support your team 
with a vote.
Congratulations Girls U9 Aurora Stingers of Aurora, ON for being 
named BMO® Team of the Week. Vote for this team online between 
August 5-19 to be named BMO Team of the Week 2013 Champion!

If they have the most votes, their community will receive 
$125,000 towards refurbishing their local soccer field, a $5,000 
donation to any Canadian charity and a trip to watch a Canadian 
Major League Soccer or a Canadian National Team home match.

Vote at BMOsoccer.com

@BMOSoccer

Aurora 
Youth 

Soccer Club

Chicago Blackhawks’ Daniel Carcillo brought the Stanley Cup home to King City for a public celebration on Sunday. Hoisting the cup above the crowds from a fire engine, 
he was joined on stage by King Mayor Steve Pellegrini and Councillor Avia Eek.    			       				           Auroran photos by David Falconer

Rugby showdown as Barbs take on Brits
By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Barbarians 
U18 had a taste of  
international play as they 
welcomed the U18 rugby 
team from Churcher’s 
College, Petersfield, United 
Kingdom for a friendly 
match on Sunday.

Both teams braved the 
stifling heat and headed out 
to St. Maximilian Kolbe for 
the game.

“Besides having a really 
hot day, we had a good field,” 
said Tim Brochu, president 
of  Aurora Barbarians rugby. 
“The advantage of  having 
these incoming tours is the 
cultural exposure, but also 
the different style of  play, 
so the benefit for our guys is 
seeing any different tactics 
that they have or a different 
style.” 

Bill Baker, tour director 
for Churcher’s, said the 
match against Aurora was 
just one stop as part of  a 
Canada/US tour.

“We do a senior tour 
every two years and it’s very 
much a developmental tour 
for our domestic season that 
starts in September, and 
we have some tough early 
[games] so this is about 
trying to get two different 
groups playing together,” he 
said.

“We did South Africa 
two years ago and our head 
coach…fancied coming 
and having a look around 
Canada and the United 
States. He heard there was 
some good hard rugby going 

on over here, which there 
is.”

Throughout the game, it 
became increasingly evident 
that Churcher’s was kicking 
the ball a lot and sending the 
Barbs downfield to tire them 
out. 

Eventually that strategy 
began to work as Churcher’s 
jumped out to an early lead.

“The big difference really 
is a lot of  the teams we’ve 
played in America and 
Canada are physically much 
bigger,” he explained. “What 
we’ve tried to do is negate 
that by hopefully having a 
better technique and a little 
more understanding of  the 
game. Today, for example, 
the tactic was to try and kick 
the ball over the top, turn 
their backs and get them 
running and moving around 
the field. When you’re 
tiring the spaces become 
available.”

Barbs associate coach 
Ryan Stickle said Churcher’s 
brought a well-balanced and 
organized strategic attack.

“I think their players 
have been playing rugby for 
a lot longer than our guys 
have, so they’re a little bit 
more organized and natural 
as rugby players. In Canada 
we’ve got a lot of  natural 
athletes.”

In the end, the Barbs 
succumbed to a relentless 
attack and lost the match  
27 – 5.

Tom O’Kelly, Churcher’s 
team captain, was a vocal 
and motivating force for his 
team that was banged up 

from a previous match in 
Cleveland.

“It went really well 
today,” he said. “We had a 
long day and were really hot, 
but it was a great effort from 
the guys in these conditions. 
It was really good.”

O’Kelly gave kudos to 
the Barbs players after the 
game.

“They had some really 
good runners, especially 
their full-back; he was a 
brilliant runner and very 
tough to tackle,” he said.

Kieran Joyce, a fly-
half  on the Barbs, said the 
Churcher’s plan of  attack 
took them off  their game.

“Canadian rugby is 
usually a bit more physical, 
we just lost the ball a lot 
more – a lot of  turnovers – 
they used it when they had 
it and they liked to kick it 
past us and have us chase it. 
They definitely got us a little 
fatigued. They were down 
on numbers, but they made 
us run.”

After the game, both 
agreed that the match 
was beneficial to team 
development.

“We’ve got a big, long 
season ahead of  us and this 
is when we can gel as a team 
and get ready for the real 
season,” said O’Kelly. “It’s 
fun to come here and win as 
well.”

Joyce agreed: “It’s great 
to meet these guys and it’s 
cool to have them over at 
your house. It’s a social 
thing as much as it is part of  
the game.” 

Aurora’s U18 Barbarians had a taste of international play on Sunday as they hosted 
the U18 rugby team from Churcher’s College in Petersfield, England. The visiting 
team is on a North American tour.		              Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

HOCKEY DAY IN KING
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Aurora Chamber of Commerce 
Event Manager

Are you an Event Manager looking for a change? The Aurora 
Chamber of Commerce is searching for you!  This is a busy position 

requiring someone with a post-secondary education and a minimum 
of two year’s relevant experience. You must be very motivated, 

organized and detail-oriented as well as committed to excellence in 
customer service. You must be mature and able to multi-task, take 
pride in your work and have a professional and positive attitude.

Superior verbal and written skills as well as a selling  
aptitude are vital to the position. Working with  
a non-profit organization or as a volunteer on  

a committee would be a definite asset.  

Some evening and weekend work is required  
as well as daily use of a vehicle.

Applications will be accepted until Tuesday, August 6, 2013.  
Please apply to the Aurora Chamber via email at  
eventmanager@aurorachamber.on.ca 

We thank all applicants for their interest, only those selected  
for an interview will be contacted.

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce is a non-profit  
organization with a membership of over 700

businesses.  The Chamber facilitates ongoing learning,  
networking, and advocacy at all levels of government and much 

more. The Chamber is an equal opportunity employer. 
Please visit us at www.aurorachamber.on.ca for more  

information about the organization.

DANIELS’ NEWEST FULLY-BUILT COMMUNITY

NOW ON SALE IN AURORA

GRAND OPENING EVENT
THIS WEEKEND 1-4PM

5 FREE
APPLIANCES

Buy with 

5%
DOWN

*Limited time offer. Conditions apply. See Sales Representative for full details. lllustrations are artist’s concept. 
Prices, programs and specifi cations are subject to change without notice. Brokers Protected. E.&O.E.  All brand names, 
logos, images, text and graphics are copyright of the owners, The Daniels Corporation, and reproduction in any form, 

without prior written permission, is strictly prohibited.

DanielsLewisHoney.com

905.821.0822

PRESENTATION CENTRE LOCATED AT:  
140 Lewis Honey Dr., Aurora

• MON. TO WED. 12PM - 8PM • THURS. & FRI. - CLOSED 
• WEEKENDS & HOLIDAYS 12PM - 6PM

· Three Bedroom Condominium Townhomes 

· Three and Four Bedroom Freehold Semi-Detached Homes

· Located at the southeast corner of 
St. John’s Sideroad  and Bayview Avenue in Aurora

· Close to retail, restaurants, parks, schools and 
highways 404 & 407 ETR

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY,
 VISIT US THIS WEEKEND!

TOWNHOME

BONUS 

OFFER 

1 YEAR 

FREE 
MAINTENANCE*

TOUR 
OUR MODEL

HOMES!

MOVE 
IN NOW!

C O N D O M I N I U M  T O W N H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  $ 3 8 0 , 0 0 0 s

 F R E E H O L D  S E M I - D E TA C H E D  H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  L O W  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 s
ACTUAL MODEL HOME PHOTOGRAPHY

Long-time communi-
ty volunteer Dorothy  
Gummersall cuts the cake 
at Town Hall on Wednes-
day afternoon as Info Au-
rora, the volunteer group 
which services Town Hall 
and other municipal ser-
vices, draws to a close. 
After 12 years of service, 
the group was wrapped 
up as Town Hall prepares 
for first floor renova-
tions. Info Aurora will be 
replaced with Access Au-
rora.                      

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer

with the requirements 
of  the Accessibility 
for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act.”

The proposal came 
forward for Council 
approval at the end of  
June, but Councillors 
voted to hold off  on 
a decision until July 
16 pending further 
information after some 
Councillors objected to 
the plan. 

“I recognize that the 
east side of  Earl Stewart 
Drive is dangerous,” 
said Councillor Chris 
Ballard, noting two major 
entrances to Superstore 
and the surrounding 
area. “It is a crazy place 
to try and walk and 

ride a bike. If  you have 
a mobility challenge, 
it would be even more 
difficult. However, there 
is a sidewalk all the way 
down the west side, so 
I don’t know why we 
wouldn’t simply have one 
or two places between St. 
John’s and Pedersen and 
put one or two crosswalks 
to allow people coming 
from St. John’s to travel 
along an already existing 
sidewalk and not cross 
over these driveways.”

While Councillors 
ultimately supported 
deferring the project 
pending further 
information because 
it wasn’t necessarily 
urgent, others, however, 
wanted to see more 
immediate action on the 
site.

“We have heard stories 
last year of  individuals 
trying to cross the street 
with kids, like a lot of  
people on the north side 
[of  St. John’s] have, and 
they aren’t able to get 
to the Superstore,” said 
Councillor Paul Pirri of  
the intersection. “This 
isn’t the first time we 
have seen a report or 
have emails on the same 
subject, so really this is a 
safety issue.”

Going ahead was also 

supported by Councillors 
Evelyn Buck and John 
Abel. Both highlighted 
the safety issues in the 
area and their stance was, 
‘just get on with it.’ 

“It is a high traffic 
area,” said Councillor 
John Abel. “Just do the 
sidewalk that has been 
identified. I don’t see any 
need to defer it.”

In a further report 
before Councillors this 
week, Mr. Simanovskis 
said crosswalks over from 
the sidewalks already 
installed on the west 
side would be impossible 
unless at an intersection.

“Mid-block crossing 
can only be provided 
at intersections in 
conjunction with 
intersection pedestrian 
signals or stop signs 
where motorists need to 
come to a complete stop 
before pedestrians safely 
cross the road,” he said. 
“Considering the distance 
from intersection to 
intersection, providing 
any other type of  
pedestrian crossing 
outside of  these areas 
would not provide 
any more convenience 
or safety compared 
to completion of  the 
sidewalk along the east 
side.”

From page 6

Proposed sidewalk near Superstore, LCBO

AHS questions third 
Collection option

From page 7

what other ideas are out 
there in the community 
for moving forward,” 
he said. “We are all 
very keen on moving it 
forward. I don’t think 
we’re all necessarily 
on the same page as to 
how to do that, but…
maybe this will give us 
new insight on how to 
put this together and 
be efficient and cost-
effective at the same 
time.”

The Aurora 
Historical Society 
Board, however, favours 
the third option of  
$100,000 being the base 
funding for something 
more. Bob McRoberts, 
who was slated to make 
a delegation to Council 
Tuesday evening in 
favour of  the option, 
said Option 3 was 
added to the report last 
week after the first two 
options were submitted.

“The Board has not 
had any deliberations 
on that,” he said. “When 
we brought the whole 
[idea to take over the 
collection] to the Town 
at the end of  2011, it was 
with the idea the Town 
would take things over, 
not necessarily a third 
party. I don’t think it 
is as simple as some 
Councillors have in 
mind. 

“There are a lot 
of  new duties and 
responsibilities. One 
might wonder who on 
staff  currently for the 
Town would judge the 
abilities of  a third party 
to do the work.”
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BUILD CONNECT 
CORPORATION 

BUILDCONNECT.CA

GRANITE | MARBLE | QUARTZ COUNTER TOPS!

ANNUAL 25% OFF SALE!!!  
*First 10 customers also receive FREE KITCHEN SINK* 

* Book Your Appointment

661 Chrislea Road  Unit 13  2nd Floor  Vaughan On L4L 0C4
T 905 264 5457   |   Toll Free  888 609 1227

(JULY 18–25)
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Courses Starting:

905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!

July 20 - 4 Saturdays 
July 23 - 4 Days

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

“Keeping your dreams...safe!”

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to re-
solve parenting, support, and property is-
sues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on 
achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

#201�-�16610�Bayview�Avenue,�Newmarket
PH:�905-953-0023�FX:�905-953-0023�
e-mail:�pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

“Radical Roots” drive Black’s desire 
to make a difference

By Brock Weir

Annabelle Black has 
never been one to shy 
away from speaking her 
mind.

Admittedly, she is a big 
talker, and that’s exactly 
the way she likes it. 

Sometimes, however, 
it can get her into a spot 
of  welcome trouble – such 
as the time she voiced 
an idea on how Aurora 
should celebrate its 100th 
Anniversary 50 years ago. 

In 1963, she was a 
relative newcomer 
to Aurora. The 
Saskatchewan native was 
one of  the first waves 
of  women to make their 
way through Canadian 
schools in the mid-1950s 
studying the fledging 
word of  dental hygiene. 

It was there at the 
University of  Toronto she 
met dental student Wilf  
Black and wrapping up 
their respective courses, 
she and Dr. Black set up 
practice in Aurora in 1961.

“He wanted to practice 
and the dental climate 
here in Aurora was 
really good because the 
population had doubled 
in a very short period – 
from 3,000 to 6,000 – but 
the population of  dentists 
had stayed the same,” she 
recalls. 

Settling into Aurora, 
first in a series of  rented 
homes before they 
bought one of  their own, 
Annabelle decided that 
if  this was going to be 
her community, she was 
going to get the most of  
it. Becoming involved in a 
myriad of  projects which 
came her way, she decided 
to help build the kind of  
community she wanted to 
live in. 

One of  the first 
steps was becoming 
involved in Aurora’s 
100th anniversary. For the 

young woman who grew 
up in a province which 
was not yet 60 years old at 
the time, the occasion was 
something of  a novelty. 

“I went to the meeting 
and made a suggestion, 
which was a big mistake 
because they say to you, 
‘Well, why don’t you do 
that?!’” she says with 
a laugh. “I wanted to 
get involved because 
this was going to be my 
community.” 

It was the start of  a love-
affair with Aurora, which 
grew through the 1960s 
and early 1970s, where she 
and her husband became 
very active members 
of  Trinity Anglican 
Church, the Beta Sigma 
Phi sorority, the Senior 
Citizens Friendship 
Circle, the Canadian 
Cancer Society, March of  
Dimes, Canadian Mental 
Health Association, 
the Community 
Junior Auxiliary, and 
spearheading the local – 
and first – Conference on 
the Troubled Child. 

For her efforts, 
Ms. Black was named 
Aurora’s Citizen of  the 
Year in 1971 – only the 
second recipient of  the 
prized honour and the 
first woman. The late 
Bob Blick was awarded 
the inaugural honour in 
1970 for his work with 
minor hockey and Ms. 
Black jokes that if  they 
ever named a street after 
her, she would love an 
intersection of  “Blick and 
Black”. 

“I talk a lot and they 
told me not to tell anybody 
and that was hard,” she 
says, noting in those days 
when Aurora’s Canada 
Day parade flowed from 
south to north ending at 
the Aurora Community 
Centre, the Citizen of  
the Year was awarded as 
one of  the final parts of  

Canada’s birthday bash.
“We always had a 

big party on July 1 and 
I told my guests I had a 
nomination for Citizen 
of  the Year, so come 
and it will either be a 
celebration or we can 
cry into our beer. I was 
thrilled, of  course. It was 
a great honour to receive 
it.”

For several years, Ms. 
Black said she almost 
relished being the lone 
woman in the Citizen of  
the Year award until Nora 
McRoberts received the 
nod a decade later. 

“I always said I feel like 
throwing a party for all 
the Citizens of  the Year 
because there would be 10 
men and me at it! Doesn’t 
that sound like fun?”

Receiving the award 
10 years after her arrival 
in Aurora was a signal 
of  how far she had come. 
When she first arrived, 
she says she felt she had 
moved into a somewhat 
insular community; a 
very small town where 
everyone knew everyone’s 
business and were slightly 
wary of  newcomers such 
as herself. 

“They knew everything 
about me,” she says of  
her neighbours. Did 
any of  them ever call or 
knock on the door and 
say I was welcome in the 
community? Never. That’s 
the kind of  Town that 
I moved into. Being the 
radical westerner that I 
am, I thought, ‘I’ll fix ‘em! 
I’ll change this place.”

Evidently she made 
true of  her word. 

One of  the key areas 
she thought needed 
improvement was 
building an inclusive 
society for kids with 
intellectual disabilities. 
An active local volunteer 
eventually knocked on 
her door, hearing through 

the grapevine that she 
might be a good person to 
knock on some doors on 
behalf  of  the precursor 
for Community Living, 
and sit on their board. 
She was elected on her 
first crack.

“I raised an awful lot of  
money for the association 
and I was pretty good at it 
because I was ruthless!” 
she says with a laugh. 
“If  anyone owed me 
anything, I would get 
back to them right away!”

Her interest in the 
treatment of  children 
stemmed from her eearly 
years in Saskatchewan 
watching her nurse sister 
worked with intellectually 
challenged children 
when institutions were 
commonplace.  

Inspired by the 
first Conference on 
the Troubled Child in 
Toronto spearheaded by 
journalist June Callwood, 
she believed having one 
locally was just what York 
Region needed. 

“The schools were 
involved and all these 
agencies, but they didn’t 
talk to each other [to 
pool their resources and 
knowledge],” she says. 
“We had a good response 
from all over the place 
and it really made some 
changes in how social 
services develop in York 
Region.”

While her work on 
the Conference on the 
Troubled Child left a 
lasting impact at a high 
level on generations of  
kids in York Region, 
through her work and 
her faith, Ms. Black 
closed the 1970s making 
a very direct impact 
on a single family in 
desperate need of  help. 
For the continuation of  
Ms. Black’s story, please 
see next week’s edition of  
The Auroran.

Annabelle Black, pictured this summer at her Aurora home, proudly displays the 
plaque awarded to her as Aurora’s Citizen of the Year in 1971. She was only the 
second recipient, and first woman, to receive the honour, an enduring tradition for 
over 40 years.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Community Living targets healthy,  
informed community

By Brock Weir

A sense of  community 
is something people take 
for granted all too often; 
but sometimes those for 
whom becoming a full 
part of  the community 
is something easier said 
than done are can often be 
left behind. 

That is a problem 
Community Living 
Newmarket-Aurora has 
sought to address, and 
continues to address, 
nearly 60 years after 
establishing roots in the 
area. 

Community Living 
Newmarket/Aurora is 
a charity supporting 
people with intellectual 
disabilities living in the 
two municipalities. They 
provide direct support 
to their clients, family 
members, and try to build 
awareness of  people with 
intellectual disabilities 
throughout all levels of  
the community.

With support 
programs which provide 
mentorship, employment 
opportunities, and other 
supports to help people 
live independent lives, 

their mission is to help 
people live to their fullest 
potential within “an 
informed community.”

This year, Community 
Living will be able to 
expand both their support 
and outreach as one of  the 
participating community 
partners in Magna’s Wild, 
Wild West Hoedown. 
In honour of  the 25th 
anniversary of  one of  
York Region’s biggest 
parties, 25 local charities 
and community groups 
were selected to divide all 
proceeds raised through 

Continued on page 19
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BUILD CONNECT 
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BUILDCONNECT.CA

LIMESTONE | MARBLE | PORCELAIN | MOSAICS | FLOOR & WALL TILE!

ANNUAL 25% OFF SALE!!!  
* Book Your Appointment

661 Chrislea Road  Unit 13  2nd Floor  Vaughan On L4L 0C4

T 905 264 5457   |   Toll Free  888 609 1227

(JULY 18–25)
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Singer will revisit scene of first album at Celebrate Aurora fest
By Brock Weir

When York Region singer 
Matina Z hits the stage 
at the end of  this month 
in the Celebrate Aurora 
music festival, it will be a 
homecoming of  sorts.

The fledgling vocalist 
has already dropped her 
first album, “Whispers in 
the Dark” and is working 
on her second, but this 
first unexpected venture is 
nearly 100 per cent Aurora 
– produced in the studios 
of  Attitude Productions 
based on Orchard Heights 
Boulevard, featuring 
drummer Mike Thorn, and 
produced by Pete Swan; 
only the voice was supplied 
by the Newmarket native. 

“I have always had an 
extreme passion for music 
ever since I was little,” says 
Matina. “I used to sing all 
the time and write poetry 
when I was a kid and it 
evolved as I began to take 
up guitar and then it just 
turned into a whole album. 
I have always known my 
passion for music and knew 
early on that I wanted to do 
this, share my music with 
people around the world, 
and just get out there and 
sing to people.”

It has almost been this 
passion alone which has 
driven her to success, never 
having vocal lessons or 
training, and only enough 
guitar lessons to get a 
handle on the basic chords. 

“A first album was never 
an intended project for 
me,” she says. “It started 
off  with ‘Runaway’ which 
was the first single I wrote 
after about a year playing 
guitar. After that, ideas just 
started coming out and I 
started writing new songs. 
It evolved into an album in 
10 months, but it was never 
even intended as a project.”

As time goes by, she 
brings more clarity to her 
passion. She had heard that 
the more she writes the 
easier it becomes, and that 
is advice she has found to be 
true. She writes and strums 
her guitar every day, and she 
can find ideas for songs just 
about anywhere. 

The lead track on her 
first album is called “Stage 
Nine Clinger”, inspired by 
one of  her own brother’s 
misadventures. First 
released as a single, it spent 
six weeks at number one on 
a leading web-based Italian 
radio station.

“That just motivated me 
and showed my hard work 

and dedication is paying 
off, and it inspired me to 
continue my journey,” she 
says. “Most of  my ideas 
come from what I see going 
on around me and I have a 
great group of  friends. We 
always talk and we’ll always 
tell a story, and someone 
immediately says, ‘Yeah, 
you’ve got to write a song 
about this!’”

Thankfully, she adds, 
they are usually pleased 
with the results!

“When I put a song out 
there, my main goal is to put 
it out to as many people as 
I can because even if  it just 
touches one person, I feel 
like I have done my job,” she 
says. “I get a great joy from 
it and I just want to get to 
as many people as possible. 
When I perform, I see people 
are having a great time and 
I love it when they come 
up to me and say my songs 
are songs they can actually 
relate to. It shows they are 
listening to the lyrics and 
paying attention to it.”

Going out on a North 
American radio tour to 
promote her debut album 
has only bolstered this 
from her perspective. She 
says she wants to continue 
getting out there, build her 
base, and continue to reach 
as many people as possible 
– and evolve her craft at the 
same time. 

She describes her 
musical style as “pop-
rock alternative but with 
an edgy twist” and it is 
this edge that defines her 
sound. Influenced by Foo 
Fighters, U2, and Coldplay, 

Budding Newmarket  
musician Matina Z cut her 
first album in an Aurora 
studio, accompanied by 
Aurora producers and 
musicians. For her, this 
month’s Celebrate Aurora 
will almost be a home-
coming.

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

she promises her next 
album might be a little bit 
softer, more in line with 
Coldplay, but maintaining 
her signature edge. 

Her ultimate goal? When 
asked, she replies evolution 
as an artist but when 
prodded a little further, she 
confesses that a real ultimate 
would be to play London’s 
Wembley Stadium. 

“Once you get to that 
level where you can pack 
stadiums with a large 
audience, you know that you 
are doing something right 
and you have touched a lot 
of  people,” she says. 

While Town Park, the 
site for Celebrate Aurora 
on July 26 – 28, can hardly 
accommodate the full 
capacity of  Wembley, she 
promises festival-goers 
“really catchy hooks and 
great songs they can relate 
to.” 

For a full list of  talent 
lined up for Celebrate Aurora, 
a collaboration between 
Farley Flex’s REAL Corp., 
and Aurora’s Habachat, 
visit www.habachat.com/
celebrateaurora.
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Call 905.833.5311
to book your table at

King City’s best restaurant!

Reservations are recommended; take home or take out not permitted during Sunday Brunch

Hogan’s Inn at Four Corners
is excited to announce...

$28 Unlimited Full Service Menu!
is back!

~ Eggs Benny
~ French Toast
~ Corned Beef Hash with
   Poached Egg
~ Gourmet Burger
~ Fresh Seafood

~ Soup and Salad Selections
~ Pasta Feature
~ Tuna Nicoise .... and more!
Coffee, Tea, Pop, Juice,
Still and Sparkling Water
all included!

Kids under 12 pay their age!
EVERY SUNDAY

FROM 11AM TO 3PM

Kids Pasta and Kids Chicken Fingers available

REVISED PROOF

Follow us on Twitter @HogansInn

JUNE 18 – JULY 20
The Aurora Cultural Centre 

welcomes back the York Region 
travelling portrait presentation, 
Portraits of  Giving by Karen 
Merk for Portraits of  Giving. 
Each portrait is accompanied 
by a story of  their inspirations 
for giving back by writer Cindy 
Shaver Vargas. Each year eight 
individuals are chosen to be 
celebrated for their contributions 
to the York Region community. 
This year celebrates Stewart 
Maclaren, Jennifer Ettinger, 
Brooke Harrison, Mike Smith, 
Wes Playter, Don Cousens, 
Mark Herbert and Glemena 
Bettencourt.

JUNE 19 – SEPTEMBER 3
The Aurora Cultural 

Centre will host MY AURORA! 
150 youth/150 years Photo 
and Creative Writing Exhibit 
in honour of  Aurora’s 
Sesquicentennial. Aurora youth 
have been invited to support the 
creation of  a community art 
project celebrating the Town’s 
150th anniversary - through their 
distinctive words and images. 
What does Aurora mean to you? 
Where is your favourite space/
place in Aurora? If  you had a wish 
for Aurora, what would it be? In 150 
years, the future youth will be able 
to see your images and read your 
words - what you like them to see 
& read? Participating youths have 
submitted their poems, stories and 
messages or have created a visual 
answer to the questions “what is 
your Aurora?”. The submissions 
are printed and are now waiting 
for the rest of  the community 
to join in the celebration! The 
words and images are waiting to 
be experienced in the Great Hall 
Gallery - come and enjoy!

JULY 8 – 22
Registration is now open 

for CAMP EYR (Epilepsy York 
Region). The inaugural day camp 
for children with epilepsy ages 6 
– 12 and their siblings and friends 
will operate out of  Richmond 
Hill’s Loyal True Blue and Orange 
Home Monday through Thursday 
for two weeks starting July 8. 
Camp EYR is about more than 
just arts and crafts and simple 
nature walks. $50/week for EYR 
members and $100/week for non-
members. For more information, 
contact 905-508-5404.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 17
Come out to Town Park 

tonight from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. for 
the music of  United Soul Nations, 
one of  Toronto’s most versatile 

bands. They will “play that funky 
music” and pull you to your feet 
with music to dance the night 
away and great summer music to 
groove to. This is the third in this 
year’s Concerts in the Park series 
offered by the Town of  Aurora. 
Don’t forget to bring a donation to 
the Aurora Food Pantry! 

THURSDAY, JULY 18
Artist’s Panel: Art at the 

Manor Revealed: Free event! 7 
p.m. at Hillary House.  Aurora 
Historical Society Curator/
Manager Catherine Richards 
will moderate a discussion with 
the artists from the Art at the 
Manor 2013 exhibit.  Hear about 
the experience of  working with 
medical artefacts to inspire 
their work, the stories behind 
the original artwork created 
for the exhibit, and more.  Join 
the question and answer period 
after the discussion!  More info: 
aurorahistoricalsociety.ca    

SATURDAY, JULY 20 
Book a session for a family 

portrait to remember at Hillary 
House today with a one-of-a-kind 
opportunity with photographer 
Karen Merk. Capture and 
preserve memories of  your fun 
filled morning at the beautiful 
National Historic Site. Karen 
will make your family feel at 
ease while the unique images 
will forever connect you with 
your town’s heritage. Plus, you 
can feel good knowing that some 
of  the proceeds from the session 
will help support the ongoing 
restoration of  the site. 10 a.m. – 
12 p.m. For more information, 
contact the Aurora Historical 
Society at 905-727-8991.

SUNDAY, JULY 21
The Annual Cruise for the 

Cure will be held today at 13200 
Weston Road in King Township. 
Doors open at 9 a.m. with a $10 
admission for parking. This is 
the third event hosted by Tim and 
Brenda Schmidt, in association 
with ABC Group to raise money 
and awareness for prostate cancer 
and the Shriner’s Hospital for 
Children. As a child, Brenda 
benefited from their treatment and 
they now have a special place in 
their heart. Last year’s fundraiser 
brought out 4,000 people and 
raised over $70,000. This year’s 
entertainment will include live 
entertainment from Alan Frew 
of  Glass Tiger, the Carpet Frogs, 
a kids mini-carnival, giant Ferris 
wheel, pony rides, lots of  food, 
and an appearance by the Toronto 
Argos. For more information, visit 

www.timandbrendasplace.com.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 24

Come out to Town Park tonight 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. for the music of  
The Mud Men – an evening of  Celtic 
rock like you’ve never heard before. 
Join the gang for a great night of  
pipes, voice, guitar and fun. This is 
the fourth in this year’s Concerts in 
the Park series offered by the Town 
of  Aurora. Don’t forget to bring a 
donation to the Aurora Food Pantry! 

* * * * 
Garden Aurora! The Aurora 

Garden and Horticultural Society 
invites you to hear Oliver Couto, 
Beekeeper, speak about the 
importance of  honeybees to human 
survival. “All About Honeybees” 
is presented at the Royal Canadian 
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway 
North at 8 p.m.

JULY 25 – AUGUST 29
Eating Disorders of  York Region 

presents a new yoga program; 
a gentle form of  stretching and 
physical activity facilitated by 
Natalie George, a certified yoga 
instructor. Six Thursdays beginning 
July 25. $60 for six weeks. Sessions 
begin at 6.15 p.m. at EDOYR’s 
headquarters at 15213 Yonge Street, 
Suite 15 in Aurora. No previous 
experience is necessary. Yoga mats 
will be provided, or people can bring 
their own. For more information, 
visit www.edoyr.com or call 905-886-
6632, or email info@edoyr.com. 

JULY 26 – 28
Music will be in the air at Town 

Park with the Celebrate Aurora 
Music Festival. Festivities will get 
underway Saturday with a showcase 
of  new and established local 
talent on the main stage, a “So you 
Think Aurora Can Dance?” youth 
competition with “So You Think 
You Can Dance Canada” finalist 
Miles Faber, and “Aurora’s Got The 
Voice”, a search for young singers 
hosted by Canadian Idol’s Farley 
Flex, and an attempt to set the record 
for the world’s largest Harlem Shake. 
For more information, visit www.
habachat.com/auroramusicfest2013.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31
Come out to Town Park tonight 

from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. for the music 
Marshall Dane. Marshall’s music is 
an infectious blend of  country and 
rock which is set to blaze a trail right 
to your heart. Don’t miss this terrific 
talent. This is the second in this year’s 
Concerts in the Park series offered by 
the Town of  Aurora. Don’t forget to 
bring a donation to the Aurora Food 
Pantry! 
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8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Consultants for Bray Heritage joined Vanessa Hicks (centre), Heritage Planner for 
the Town of Aurora, at a recent Aurora Farmers’ Market to begin to get a feel on 
what the community thinks about a second Heritage District in Downtown Aurora.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Second Heritage District plans get public roll-out
By Brock Weir

People want to see the 
communities they bought 
into and love evolve, 
yet still retain the same 
character.

That is the message 
being heard by 
consultants looking into 
establishing Aurora’s 
second “heritage 
conservation district” in 
southeast Aurora.

If  brought to fruition, 
the new designated 
community would build 
upon the success of  the 
Town’s first Heritage 
Conservation District 

formed nearly 10 years 
ago in Downtown Aurora 
and stretching northeast 
from the corner of  Yonge 
and Wellington. 

The proposed 
boundaries for the new 
heritage district is 
roughly bordered by Yonge 
Street in the west, the 
north side of  Wellington 
Street East in the North, 
Centre Crescent at its 
most easterly point, and 
Kennedy Street East 
in the south. The area 
includes such landmarks 
as Town Park, the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, multiple 
churches, and, of  course, 

several historic homes. 
“It is a chance to 

enhance their lives, 
improve quality of  place, 
to either stabilize or 
increase their property 
values, to encourage 
economic development 
in this fair burgh, and 
just keep what they like 
and manage the change 
they might not like,” says 
consultant Carl Bray, 
whose company Bray 
Heritage, is overseeing 
the project. 

Mr. Bray recently 
spent the morning at the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market 
with other municipal 

staff, including Heritage 
Planner Vanessa Hicks, 
to begin to engage – and 
gauge – the public’s 
interest in the plan. 

Change people might 
not like, adds Mr. Bray, 
include “monster homes” 
and other buildings which 
might not be in keeping 
with the surrounding 
architecture.

“That has been one of  
the main things,” agrees 
Ms. Hicks. “They want 
to see a lot of  the mature 
trees that are here kept. 
They want to make sure 
houses fit in and are 
complementing the area. 
They really like that all of  
the houses are unique and 
it is not like looking into 
those new subdivisions 
and just about every home 
is the same.”

That, adds Mr. Bray, 
is representative of  
the feedback they have 
received so far. 

“If  you’ve invested in 
a property that is kind 
of  like a little bit of  
insurance that something 
crazy is not going to 
happen here or across the 
street,” adds Mr. Bray of  a 
historical designation. 

While their initial 
inroads in engaging the 
community were deemed 
to be a success, there 
is still a lot of  work to 
do, they agreed. “Push 
back” will be inevitable, 
concludes Mr. Bray, but 
that is par for the course. 
Likely concerns include 

possible restrictions on 
what a property owner can 
or cannot do with their 
homes, and red tape. Then 
there is the challenge of  
keeping everyone happy 
in an area, such as Town 
Park, which has so many 
historical and emotional 
connections to so many 
longstanding residents of  
Aurora. 

“It’s not that someone 
is going to buy the park 
and build condos here, 
but the notion that we 
would like to keep what 
works,” he says. “Part of  
our job in this phase is 
to find out what works. 

If  it is a small town 
atmosphere, what can we 
define that as? What are 
the components of  that? 
If  those components can 
be written down, then 
you have some chance to 
discuss them in a rational 
way and you can put some 
policy and guidelines 
around that. 

“If  change is coming 
along at Town Hall and 
they have some notion 
of  how they can control 
it, you can have the 
same notion about it and 
it is not seen as being 
subjective or a NIMBY 
reaction.”

ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

Hit The Deck!

As everyone is 
probably outside and 
enjoying the beautiful 
summer weather, I 
thought I would answer a 
question this week from a 
reader about his deck.  

He has taken down his 
deck and is preparing to 
build a new one and asked 
which type of  material is 
best when building. 

There are generally 
three different types of  
materials you can use to 
build your residential 
deck - pressure treated 
wood, cedar and 
composite (trex). If  you 
want bang for your buck, 
pressure treated wood 
is the best option.  It is 
definitely the cheapest 
solution and will last 
about 15 years with a 
regular water sealing 
every two years.

Maintenance is key, 
however. Pressure treated 
wood will grey if  not 
treated on a regular basis 
and, despite even the best 
efforts, it still tends to 
splinter and warp over 
time.

Cedar is more 
expensive, but looks 
better, and can last up 

to 20 yrs even when left 
untreated.

Now the composites 
are the most expensive 
option and they look 
quite nice, and need no 
maintenance (another 
bonus).  The one drawback 
–and a complaint—I have 
heard from a number of  
folks who have used the 
composite for their deck 
or porch, however, is it 
can be a little hot on your 
feet. 

That’s not great for 
those who like to go 
shoeless.  

I even had a client with 
a composite deck who 
decided after two years to 
transform the deck back 
to cedar because of  how 
hot the surface got in the 
sun.

My personal 
preference is cedar 
since it has that 
elegant, Canadian kind 
of  look and it lasts a 
very long time with no 
maintenance. 

I do advise that a 
water sealer is still a 
good idea given our 
harsh winters and will 
keep it looking new.  

If  you are planning 
a deck, consider using 
cedar. I would! And 
remember, according to 
the Annual Remodeling 
magazine Cost vs. Value 
Report, “…you’ll get 
back nearly 75 percent of  
what you pay for a deck 
if  you sell your home 
within the first year 
after the deck is built”.  

Invest in your deck 
wisely!

Until next week, 
remember a good job, 
is a job well done! If  
you have any questions, 
you can reach me at 
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
anastasisdesign or on 
twitter, @ADesign_
build, and email, of  
course, at Anastasis@
anastasisdesign.ca
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JEWELLERY REPAIRS
ONE COUPON PER VISIT PRESENT WITH INCOMING ORDER FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY

ONE COUPON PER VISIT PRESENT WITH INCOMING ORDER FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY

ONE COUPON PER VISIT PRESENT WITH INCOMING ORDER FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY

5 
10 
$ OFF

% 

Any jewellery 
repairs  

from $35 to $50

from $50 and overOFF
Any jewellery 

repairs 

“NO HST” On any “SALE” 
GOLD & SILVER 

JEWELLERY IN THE STORE 

FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY 130 HOLLIDGE BLVD. UNIT C7

905.503.7555
fredjakob@outlook.com  •  www.fredjakob.com
GOLDSMITH DESIGNER

AURORAN 
CLASIFIEDS 
905-727-3300

ONE OF NORTH 
AMERICA’S LARG-
EST financial services 
companies is rapidly 
expanding in this area. 
If  you desire a dynam-
ic career with excellent  
income potential, call 
Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
4767.

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket since 1996

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Saturday at 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300 ext. 102       Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

THE AURORAN

AFFORDABLE
Free list w/pics of available 

properties in your specific price 
range and area.

www.ListingSearch.ca
Andrew Fogliato - Sales Representative with RE/MAX York Group Realty 

Inc.,Brokerage. 15004 Yonge Street, Aurora, ON.L4G1M6 *Not intended to 
solicit those already under contract.

SERVICESSERVICES

CAREER

• GRASS  CUTTING   
• GARDENS 
• EAVESTROUGH   
• WINDOW WASHING 
• YARD CLEAN-UP 
• POWER WASHING

AURORA 

MIKE: 905 252 8294

ML   LANDSCAPE

HELP WANTED

50s, 60s, 70s FURNITURE for sale – matched 
French provincial love seats, chair, Queen Anne-style 
sofa, chairs, carved mirror with matching sconces, 
pine open dough box, Beattie wash stand, floral chaise 
lounge, matching end tables and vanity with marble 
tops, woven kitchen chairs with matching glass/teak 
table, maple Queen Anne-style sideboard in great con-
dition with mahogany inlay, and pair of  golden woven 
tweed bucket chairs. Call 905-727-6497.

FOR SALE

HIRING REAL ESTATE 
ASSISTANCE. Flexible 
hours. Work from your 
home. Cold call, lead gen-
eration, computer, sales 
skills necessary. Call: 647-
895-6355.

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

LOCAL/OCCASIONAL 
free lance graphic artist 
needed. Must know InDe-
sign, Quark Express Ado-
be Illustrator, Photoshop. 
Please send your resume 
to cynthia@keriche.com.

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

Growing Together – The Aurora Cemetery
By Brock Weir

The Auroran continues 
its series of  some of  
Aurora’s oldest businesses 
with a look at the Aurora 
Cemetery Corporation.

As a child, April Ross 
always told her mother 
that when she grew up 
she would be “running 
the elevator to heaven.”

Perhaps it goes 
without saying that 
her parents didn’t take 
what she said literally, 
but Ms. Ross took her 
childhood aspirations as 
literally as possible. Ms. 
Ross now runs the day 
to day operations of  the 
Aurora Cemetery, one of  
Aurora’s most venerable 
businesses. 

Founded in the 
southern end of  Town 
in 1869, the original 
plot of  land has served 
generations of  local 
families, and continues 
to do so to this day.

For Ms. Ross, 
and the Cemetery’s 
administrative assistant 

Cindy Angers, it is 
a place of  serenity 
and tranquility in an 
increasingly bustling 
community. It’s not rare 
for Ms. Ross to be found at 
the peak of  the cemetery’s 
highest hill looking down 
at the history around her. 
It also affords her the 
opportunity to see every 
corner of  the property in 
the quickest of  glances. 

Considering Aurora 
Cemetery is the only 
game in Town, it almost 
seems counterproductive 
to ask why April and 
Cindy think their 
company endures, but 
they nevertheless have a 
few insights. 

“It’s all in how you 
deal with people,” said 
Ms. Ross. “Cindy and I 
work with people who 
have lost loved ones and 
are often very angry. We 
get people in here who 
accept it and they are 
easy to deal with, but we 
have to wear many, many 
hats.” 

“A gentleman said 
to me on Tuesday when 

he came into purchase 
that one thing about 
this cemetery after 
looking at others, they 
are just flat, but here it 
has hills and is more in 
keeping with a beautiful 
cemetery atmosphere,” 
added Cindy. 
Indeed, Aurora’s 
early settlers and 
contemporary notables 

have chosen the Yonge 
Street location as their 
final resting place. 
Beyond the buildings 
many people are familiar 
with, particularly the 

octagonal white and 
green “Dead House” – 
which was once used 
to store the remains of  
people who died over 
the winter before the 
thaw – is the well-loved 
monument to John W. 
Bowser, Construction 
Superintendent of  the 
Empire State Building. 
His tombstone can be 

easily found, constructed 
in the shape of  the iconic 
Manhattan landmark. 
There are also graves 
bearing names which 
can be found on many 

landmarks and streets 
throughout the Town. 

Many of  the historical 
figures are buried in 
the north end of  the 
cemetery. But with 
these plots maxed out 
in internment rights, 
the Cemetery recently 
opened up their south 
end for internments. Ms. 
Ross estimates this will 
continue to serve the 
community for the next 
60 years.

“There is a lot of  
historical interest with 
the people who come 
here,” she says. “They 
like to walk around 
[looking at names] and 
also whole families being 
wiped out in the early 
1900s from smallpox.”

Those, however, were 
very different days and 
challenges facing the 
Aurora Cemetery today 
include ensuring each 
interment is handled as 
sensitively as possible, 
but also addressing 
people’s changing 
perspectives of  what they 
want to get out of  their 

cemetery. 
These include 

increased desire for 
more individual and 
distinctive monuments, 
as well as areas serving 
distinct nationalities and 
ethnic backgrounds, such 
as cemeteries marketed 
towards people of  specific 
religion and ethnicities 
in the Greater Toronto 
Area. 

“That won’t happen on 
my watch,” says Ms. Ross 
with a laugh. “Everyone 
is welcome because 
we’re all equal. It doesn’t 
matter where we’re from 
or what colour we are, 
everyone goes together.

“I used to tell my mum 
I would be running the 
elevator to heaven – and I 
am! God put me here for 
a reason and everything 
does happen for a 
reason.”

Next week, The 
Auroran goes into Caruso 
& Co in the heart of  
Downtown Aurora, which 
celebrates its centennial 
this year. 

Cindy Angers and April Ross oversee the day to day 
operations of The Aurora Cemetery Corporation, a  
local business first established in 1869.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services 

all the time, 
but if you want to be there 

when they do, 
advertise in 

The Auroran Classifieds 

905-727-3300
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Tree Services

Call Tony for a free estimate:

Schomberg Community
Servicing the surrounding areas:

Call Tony for a free estimate:  (647) 889-2852 or (905) 939-7278

• from one branch to entire tree
• complete removal  • stump grinding • Best Rates
• multiple tree removal • high risk
• diseased trees • storm damaged tree removal

Simply the best!
Will beat any 

written quotation.
FULLY INSURED – CONSUMERS’ FIRST CHOICE

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

CREMATION

CONTRACTER

CLEANERS

AUTO GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTAL

ECO-FRIENDLY LAWN CARE

MOVING

MEMORIAL

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

POWERWASH PAINTER

TREE CARE

PHARMACY

GLASS REAL ESTATE

STONE

WATER

GARAGE DOOR  & ELECTRIC OPENERS

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

• Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
• Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
• Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

BE THERE 
WHEN YOUR  

SERVICES ARE 
NEEDED. 

ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPOT.

CALL: 905-727-3300

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

49$From *
NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK
INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

905-713-6420 • 15296 Yonge St. 
(NW side of Wellington)

RUST PROTECTION
79$ *99

www.transitauto.ca

• Call for details

• Call for details• Call for details

130 Hollidge Blvd., Suite B4, 
Aurora, Ontario

Hollidge Medical Centre 
Next door in Unit B6

905-841-5554
Compounding of 
Bio-Identical Hormone

IDA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

905-750-0008 Under New Management

Lowest Dispensing Fee In Town

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid  for your next airport or 
downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00. 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com    Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

THIS COULD BE 
YOUR SPOT 

Advertise Your 
Business Here
905-727-3300

• Basement • Bathroom • Kitchen

RENOVATION COMPANYLocal 
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE “Wide range of 

interior renovation”

Call Elio 416-882-7403
• Flooring • Doors & Trim • Additions 905-888-9500 

auroralandscape@gmail.com

Design•Patios•Decks•Cabanas

Your trusted source for custom glass 
showers, glass table tops and mirrors 

for over 50 years!

UPPER CANADA GLASS

905-773-5203 • shop@uppercanadaglass.ca
13110 Yonge Street, Oak Ridges, Ontario

SHOWROOM • 16650 Jane Street-King City

Granite • Quartz • Marble

For FREE no obligation quote, email rough sketch to: info@diamondperfectstone.com

905-503-2222
www.dpscountertops.com KEEP THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE UNDERMOUNT SINK

FIREPLACES • TABLES
THRESHOLDS • SHOWER JAMS

We Fabricate and Install

COUNTERTOPS

oec.
grounds care

Emission Free Lawn Care

ecogroundscare.com

100% Battery powered equipment

1-855-326-4763
locally owned franchise

1-855-ECO-GRND

ecogroundscare.com 1-855-326-4763 X 222

with mulchs, soils & plants

Let us help you create
your sustainable garden

we do all the work!

905-727-138240 Industrial Pkwy S

Since 1978
Your full-service garage door 

and garage door opener experts 
serving York Region and surrounding areas!

Ask About CURRENT SPECIALS Available!

Book FREE no-obligation Home Market Evaluation!
FREE Home Inspection towards next home + more!*

Flexible Commissions! Why List With Anyone Else!

 
Main Street Realty Ltd., Brokerage, 150 Main St. S. Newmarket

Some Conditions Apply! Inquire! Not intended to solicit 
individuals under contract Call/Text Linda Stephens, 

Sales Representative 289-221-5999

the annual Hoedown push. 
The 25 groups will be 
tasked with selling raffle 
and event tickets and last 
year these efforts raised 
over $540,000 split amongst 
20 groups. 

With their share of  the 
pot, Community Living 
plans to build upon their 
mandate, but also expand 
sensory art programs, 
literacy initiatives, and 
employment skills.

“Our goal in having 

a community where 
everybody belongs is to 
give people an outlet,” says 
Colleen Zakoor, Executive 
Director of  Community 
Living Newmarket/
Aurora. “It is for using 
it for activities, it is 
about removing barriers, 
particularly the financial 
barriers to things like 
cooking groups and 
learning to make healthy 
lifestyle choices too. We’re 
going through a program 
about living well and we 
also have a lot of  people 

who want to be in the 
community. It is about 
individualized support, 
music lessons, dance 
lessons, and things that are 
over and above what we 
take for granted.”

Ensuring their clients 
have an outlet extends far 
beyond simple community 
programs. They recognize 
that everyone needs a 
bit of  a chance once in a 
while from their regular 
environments and 
providing this outlet is 
something they continue to 

take on. 
Community Living 

focuses on adult clients, 
but they are often there to 
tackle youth making that 
transition to adulthood, 
such as intellectually 
disabled students who 
come out of  the high school 
stream often in their early 
20s. 

“That is a big area which 
needs specialization,” 
says Ms. Zakoor. “We have 
some folks in that youth 
area who are not fitting in 
anywhere.” 

In these cases, even 
the little things, such as 
providing their clients 
something as simple as the 
latest pair of  ear buds or 
something trendy, can go a 
very long way in fostering 
a sense of  belonging. So 
too can going the extra 
mile to ensure their clients 
have access to accessible 
vehicles to help them get 
around the community, 
something that is often out 
of  reach to local families 
financially. 

“Families have a terrible 

time trying to figure that 
out,” she adds. ”Who has 
the means to provide a 
vehicle where you are able 
to get a wheelchair in and 
out that is not mobile? It 
is about accessibility. It 
is about including folks 
you may not think of, or 
you might think are being 
taken care of.”

For more information on 
how to support Community 
Living through ticket sales, 
visit www.clnad.com. For 
more on Hoedown itself, 
visit www.hoedown.ca. 

From page 14

Community Living is one of 25 community partners for September’s Hoedown
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NEW LOOK

SAME
GREAT BEER

450 SEAT DINING & BAR

WATERFRONT SEATING
 & PATIO FOR 350
RETAIL STORE

CRAFT BREWERY

SPECIAL EVENT SPACE

A ‘DAM GOOD TIME

NOW AVAILABLE AT THE LCBO 
AND THE BEER STORE

WWW.AMSTERDAMBREWHOUSE.COM
@AMSTERDAMBEER

Opening in late June, the Amsterdam Brewhouse, 
at 245 Queens Quay West. 


