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By Brock Weir

Surrounded by family and friends, Auroran founder Ron Wallace was honoured as 
Aurora’s Citizen of  the Year in a ceremony last week. 

Hailing Mr. Wallace during last Tuesday’s Council meeting for his service to the 
community, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe made the presentation.

Mr. Wallace, known in many quarters as “Mr. Aurora” for his dedication to the 
community, was saluted for his three terms on Aurora Council, serving as York Region 
District School Board Trustee, a volunteer firefighter, and director of  the Aurora Historical 
Society, Aurora Chamber of  Commerce, and Aurora Cemetery Board.

His work as a Rotarian, support for the Aurora Optimist Club, Lions’ Club, Royal 
Canadian Legion, Society of  York Region Artists (SOYRA), the Aurora Farmers’ Market, 
and driving force behind the Aurora Street Festival were just a handful of  his many 
accomplishments highlighted by the Mayor.

“He is a stranger to very few,” said Mayor Dawe. “He has been an exceptionally 
visible and active member of  our community. He came to Aurora in 1969 to work in the 
newspaper industry. His community involvement speaks volumes for his character and 

By Brock Weir 
89 employees could be out of  work when Rona closes its Aurora store this 

December.
The hardware and home improvement company announced the closure of  11 

stores across the country – with eight out of  11 in Ontario on Thursday. Aurora’s 
store on First Commerce Drive near Walmart and State Farm was on the list, which 
also included stores in Woodbridge, Collingwood, Scarborough, and Mississauga. 

“The stores are continuing to lose money and are underperforming and we made 
a decision to close these stores so we can re-allocate and re-invest the resources to 
other stores within our network,” Krysta McCallum, Regional Communications 
Advisor for Rona, told The Auroran, noting 89 employees would be affected by the 
closure. “We are making every effort to work with our employees to see if  and 
when there are opportunities to move them within our network.” 

Valerie Lamarre, Senior Advisor with Rona Communications, added the 
majority of  the employees – two thirds – were part-time and there would be some 
help in the “transition.”

Continued on page 3
Continued on page 7
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Introducing

Ron Wallace named Aurora’s 
Citizen of the Year

Rona to close in December, 
affecting 89 employees

(Clockwise from top left) Aurora’s Citizen of the Year 2013, Ron Wallace (see below), participated in Monday’s Canada Day Parade. Later that day, Samantha Ryan, centre, was 
crowned Aurora’s Teen Idol at Lambert Willson Park, joined by 1st runner-up Alexi Moumouris (left) and 2012 winner Taylor Mansillo. An estimated 6,000 filled Town Park on  
Sunday night to catch legendary Canadian rockers Lighthouse in action. 10 Cent Pistol was the winner of Saturday’s youth Battle of the Bands and MuchMusic Video 
Dance Party at the Aurora Community Centre. For more, please see Pages 16 and 17.                             Auroran photos by David Falconer and Brock Weir
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AURORA 150 FACT:

Image courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

Berczy Street

This photograph shows a part of Berczy Street, the side of 
Sisman house and part of the shoe factory. Berczy Street 
was named after Charles Berczy who was an investor in the 
Ontario, Simcoe and Huron Railroad which reached Aurora 
in 1853.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

2013 Citizen of the Year Ron Wallace poses with 
2012 Citizen of the Year Brian North.

Ron Wallace, Aurora’s 2013 Citizen of the Year

Congratulations to Ron Wallace, The Town of Aurora’s 
2013 Citizen of the Year. Mr. Wallace was presented with 
this prestigious award by Mayor Geoffrey Dawe in Council 
Chambers at Aurora Town Hall on Tuesday, June 25.

The Citizen of the Year award is presented to one 
outstanding citizen or group that has shown a 
commitment to serving the community through 
volunteerism, leadership or other civic involvement.

Ron moved to Aurora in 1969 and dedicated himself to a 
number of community pursuits including:

• Serving three terms on Aurora Town Council in addition 
to acting as Trustee of the York Region District School 
Board for almost a decade

• Serving as Director of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce, 
the Aurora Historical Society and the Aurora Cemetery 
Board  

• Advocating and supporting Aurora’s Rotary Club, 
Optimist Club, Lion’s Club, Legion, Seniors’ Centre, 
Historical Society, Society of York Region Artists and 
Farmer’s Market

• A driving force behind the popular Aurora Street Festival 
and creating Operation Puck-Shy to raise money for 
protective glass at the Aurora Community Centre

• Receiving the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal, the 
Ontario Heritage Trust Community Recognition Award 
and the Rotary Club’s Paul Harris Award

Mr. Wallace is truly deserving of the Citizen of the Year 
Award and we thank him for his dedication to Aurora.

Seeking Citizen Members for The Town of Aurora’s Committee of 
Adjustment/Property Standards Committee  

Town of Aurora Council invites you to apply to participate as a citizen member of 
the Committee of Adjustment/Property Standards Committee. Any members of the 
general public over the age of 18, residing in Aurora may apply. Applications in 
writing, whether by email to cjanzen@aurora.ca, mail, fax to 905-726-4732 or 
hand-delivered, should be addressed to the Deputy Clerk, 100 John West Way,  P.O. 
Box 1000, Aurora, Ontario L4G 6J1 and received prior to Wednesday, July 10.

What is the role of the Committee?
To find out more about this opportunity, for the terms of reference, meeting times 
or to pick-up an application form, please visit the Customer & Legislative Services 
department on the 2nd floor of Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way or the Town 
website a www.aurora.ca

For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 4217.

UFORE Urban Forestry Study in Aurora  

The Town of Aurora’s Parks & Recreation Services department is undertaking an 
urban forest study that will provide a detailed overview of the Town’s forest cover, 
how urban trees can be a more essential part of a sustainable community and assess 
maintenance strategies.

The project will involve establishing individual plots within the Town’s boundaries, 
which may be located on private lands. The study team is contacting property owners 
so they can conduct the study. Property owners can refuse access if they choose. The 
information gathering process will take place in June and July.

For more information, please contact the Parks & Recreation Services department at 
905-727-1375.

Emerald Ash Borer Update  

The Town has contracted with Green Lawn 
Limited to provide treatment services to combat 
the spread of the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), an 
invasive insect that kills healthy ash trees.

The contract will provide for the preventative 
application of TreeAzin, a pesticide approved in Canada that has shown to 
protect ash trees from the EAB. Approximately 2,000 publicly-owned trees along 
boulevards and rights-of-way have been identified in the Town’s street tree 
inventory as potential candidates for treatment. Trees meeting the treatment 
criteria will be marked by Town staff with a small but highly-visible painted dot. 

Also, through the terms of the contract, residents who wish to protect ash trees 
on their property will have the option to contract with Green Lawn for the same 
price as the Town. Property owners wishing to have their own trees treated using 
the Town’s contractor can contact the Parks & Recreation department at 
905-727-3123 ext. 3223 or email stienkamp@aurora.ca

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Theatre in the Park

The Humber River Shakespeare Company brings the magic of outdoor theatre to 
Aurora Town Park with “As You Like It,” by William Shakespeare on Friday, July 12 
and Saturday, July 13 at 7 p.m. This is a “pay-what-you-can” event. Please arrive 
early and bring a chair or blanket and enjoy! For more information, please call 
905-726-4762 or visit www.humberrivershakespeare.ca

REMINDERS
Debris on Roads  

Homeowners constructing pools or undertaking other building projects are 
reminded to keep roads, sidewalks and rights-of-way (the Town-owned section of 
property bordering the road) free of construction debris. Keeping these areas free 
from bricks, timber, soil and other materials is essential to pedestrian and traffic 
safety. Construction permits do not allow storage of these materials anywhere 
except your property.

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw  

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to outdoor water use. It is 
important that all residents and businesses observe the regulations, as they have 
been put into place to ensure a continued abundant water supply. Even/Odd 
watering restrictions are in effect. 

Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw

The Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw is in effect. All residents should be 
cleaning up debris on their property and keeping grass no longer than eight 
inches. Let’s keep Aurora looking beautiful! 

For more information on these and other Town bylaws, please call 905-727-3123 
ext. 4240 or visit www.aurora.ca/bylawservices

“Seasons in Aurora,” 
by students at the Aurora School of Fine Arts

Art for the Park People’s Choice Award

This spring The Town of Aurora invited local schools and 
community groups to participate in the Art for the Park 
program. Art for the Park is a creative initiative where groups 
paint original artwork on picnic tables and garbage cans for 
display in parks throughout the Town. 

The painted picnic tables and garbage cans were available for 
public voting at the end of June. We are pleased to announce 
“Seasons in Aurora,” created by the Aurora School of Fine Arts 
as the winner of the People’s Choice Award. 

For more information about this program, visit 
www.aurora.ca/artforthepark

CELEBRATE 
AURORA 150
Sign the Town’s Memory Book

Share your stories and memories of Aurora by signing the 
Town’s memory book at the following locations:

• Aurora Public Library, 15145 Yonge Street
• Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way

The books will be placed in a time capsule at the end of 
the Aurora 150th birthday celebrations. Thank you!

Hoedown Showdown Talent Competition

Magna International is celebrating the 25th year of the 
“Wild Wild West” Hoedown with a Showdown talent 
competition at this year’s Aurora Ribfest. The Hoedown 
Showdown is a talent contest that aims to promote 
aspiring Ontario country singers. The winner will receive 
a grand prize of $1,000 and the opportunity to perform 
in this year’s Magna “Wild Wild West” Hoedown on 
Saturday, September 14.

The Hoedown Showdown competition application along 
with the rules and regulations are available online at 
www.hoedown.ca with an entry deadline of Wednesday, 
July 31. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Red Light Cameras

Residents are advised that 
The Regional Municipality of 
York is installing 20 red light 
cameras at intersections across 
the region in an effort to reduce 
serious collisions. 

York Region is installing one of 
these cameras at Yonge Street and Wellington Street. 

For more information on the Region’s red light camera 
program, please visit www.york.ca

 

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Monday, July 8 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Thursday, July 11 7:30 p.m. Committee of Adjustment 
Tuesday, July 16 7 p.m. Council
Thursday, July 18 7 p.m. Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 
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AURORAn REFEREncE #16
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 27, 2013

PROOF #16
FEBRUARY 27, 2013 issue of The Auroran Community newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Tuesday. 
ThE dEAdlinE FOR AnY And All Ad mATERiAls is 10 dAYs PRiOR TO PUBlicATiOn dATE 

clAssiFiEd dEAdlinE is FRidAY 3.00 P.m. 

Any alterations to the ad must be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 
The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 5 p.m.

Thank you for your co-operation. 
Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300 or Classifieds at 905-727-7128, Fax: 9045-727-2620

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

CONCERTSCONCERTS
in the

Another exciting event brought to you by

PARKPARK

CONCERTS
PARKin the

Another exciting event brought to you by

* A nominal fee applies. Concerts are weather-permitting. We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Food donations for the local food 
pantry are greatly appreciated 

Charitable barbecue* by M&M Meat 
Shops and Poppers Popcorn on site!

Entertainment 
Sponsors:

Associate
Sponsors:

July 3 - Erick Traplin
A non-stop fun-� lled music show for children of
all ages! Dance, sing and break some bubbles with 
Erick to kick-off the summer.

July 10 - The Hip Kings
A high-energy night of jazz-rock and R&B
classics played by this great Canadian group.

July 17 - United Soul Nations
One of Toronto’s most versatile bands, United Soul 
Nations will “play that funky music” and pull you to 
your feet to dance the night away. Great
summer music to groove to!

July 24 - The Mud Men 
Fabulous celtic rock like you’ve never heard it
before! Join us for a great night of pipes, voice,
uitar and fun!

July 31 - Marshall Dane
Marshall’s music is an infectious blend of country
and rock which is set to blaze a trail right to your 
heart. Don’t miss this terri� c talent!

August 7 - Neu Jenarashun 
Celebrate Caribana in Aurora! For a night to party, 
come out to hear the irresistible rhythms of this hot 
soca group.

August 14 - Chuck Jackson and the All Stars
For a hot night of blues and early rock and roll, come 
out to hear legendary Canadian blues crooner, Chuck 
Jackson. Chuck is an award-winning singer and one of 
Canada’s most revered blues vocalists.

August 24 - A Tribute to Billy Joel
Close your eyes and you’re at a Billy Joel performance. 
A great night of “the piano man” music featuring 
Jeff Brewer.

Concert Line-Up

For your seating comfort, please bring your own lawn chairs.
For more information, visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762.

All concerts are FREE!

July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and August 7, 14, 21, 2013
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  •  Town Park (Wells Street and Mosley Street)

EFFECTIVE JULY 16, 2013

Effective July 16, the Town’s e-PLAY online registration 
system will be free of charge, with no user fees.  
As part of this change, the Town is retiring the older  
Tele-PLAY, telephone-based system as of July 19.

For your convenience, program registration will remain 
available by mail, fax or in-person at our recreation centres.

For more information,  
please visit www.aurora.ca/e-PLAY 
or call 905-726-4770.

The Town of Aurora  
100 John West Way, Aurora ON L4G 6J1 

e-PLAY and Tele-PLAY 
systems are changing

his commitment to our Town. He 
was a Rotarian for many years and 
recipient of  the Paul Harris Award 
for Rotary International, which is a 
very prestigious award.

“In addition to the honour from 
Rotarians, our Citizen of  the Year was 
recognized by the Aurora Heritage 
Advisory Committee in 2007 for the 
promotion of  Aurora’s Heritage. 
He was honoured by SOYRA in 
2008, by the Ontario Heritage Trust 
in 2011 and was a recent recipient 
of  the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
medal. With a wealth of  accolades 
and a lifetime commitment to his 
community, our Citizen of  the Year’s 
altruism can be summed up best by 
his own words: ‘I love Aurora and 
that’s all there is to it. I would do 
anything I could for this Town.’ 

“Choosing one person as a 
glowing example of  civic pride 
and a commitment to helping our 
community can be a difficult task, 
but when faced with an individual 
for whom giving back is a lifelong 
pursuit, the burden of  decision-
making is much easier.”

Receiving an extended ovation 
from Councillors and the audience in 
the Council chamber, an emotional 
Mr. Wallace was a man of  few words. 
He told  The Auroran a few days after 
letting his recognition sink in, that 
he was very pleased. It’s a welcome 
bit of  news after a recent hospital 
stint, during which time 2012’s 
Citizen of  the Year came to visit him. 

“Brian North came up to see me 
in the hospital and he knew about 
it at the time, but I didn’t know 
anything about it!” says Mr. Wallace. 
“I was asking him questions like, ‘So, 
what is it like to be the Citizen of  
the Year?’ not having any idea I was 
going to get it!”

Ron added that not only was it an 
honour to be named Citizen of  the 

Year, but in 2013 as Aurora celebrates 
its 150th anniversary. 

“It was probably Dick Illingworth 
who called me by name [at a Council 
meeting], instead of  ‘Hey, you with 
the pencil!’” Ron says of  his first 
positive impression of  Aurora, the 
first seed of  a love affair which grew 
over time, even naming his daughter 
Aurora, now an associate professor 
at NYU, in its honour. “I wore Aurora 
on my sleeve, that’s for sure.” 

Ron started out his career as an 
office boy at The Toronto Star, but 
after bouncing to the Canadian Press, 
and other stints, a chance letter back 
home which wound up in their local 
paper gave him a taste for bylines. 

He then had a five year term at 
the Stouffville Tribune, followed by a 
time studying journalism at Ryerson 
University, and eventually becoming 
editor of  the Aurora Banner and the 
Etobicoke Guardian. 

Amongst his personal favourite 
projects were Operation Puckshy, 
which he founded to install protective 
glass at the Aurora Community 
Centre after one spectator was hit in 
the face by a puck, and duties with 
the Rotary Club of  Aurora, which 
he took over from his late partner, 
Rosemary Schumaker. 

Sitting alongside him in the 
Council chamber as he accepted 
his reward was his wife, Patricia. 
Having “coerced” him (his word!) 
into attending the meeting, she had 
nothing but pride as it unfolded.

“I am so happy for him and 
obviously very, very proud to be 
married to him and a part of  his 
life,” she says, before adding with a 
laugh, “It’s about time!  I think it is 
well deserved and I am thrilled for 
him.”

Others in the community also 
offered their tributes to Aurora’s 
Citizen of  the Year, including 
Councillor Chris Ballard, who 
received from Ron his “first paying 

job in journalism.” Councillor 
Ballard was then a resident of  King 
City and says Mr. Wallace didn’t 
hesitate to throw him into the deep 
end. 

“On my first day, he had me 
write an in-depth article on the 
school board’s proposed budget,” 
Councillor Ballard recalls. “I 
thought he was crazy. What did I 
know about million dollar financing? 
He thought otherwise and told me to 
get my ‘g-d ass out the door.’”

While he cites then-trustee and 
former Aurora Councillor Norm 
Weller for helping to get through it, 
he also recalled days when people in 
the community would drop by the 
office just to check in with Ron and 
“share gossip.”

“He had his finger on the pulse of  
Aurora and our office at Yonge and 
Wellington was a perfect location 
to watch the action. Ron could be 
grumpy – or at least he tried. He, 
rightly, criticized my spelling, made 
caustic comments about stories not 
up to snuff. He always had a lead on 
a good story, and he was a decent 
boss and a good guy. 

“Ron reinforced in me the 
importance of  community 
journalism. He showed it was both 
a satisfying and noble profession 
that could make a difference in 
people’s lives.”

Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
adds her appreciation for Ron’s 
support of  Hot Spot, a youth drop-
in she ran for many years for kids 
aged 11 – 14. 

“For 18 years he was instrumental 
in keeping the community updated 
about our activities,” she says. “I 
believe he really understood youth 
need a place just for them, where 
they feel welcome and respected. 
Ron, on behalf  of  all the kids 
who loved those Friday evenings, 
congratulations on being named 
Aurora’s 2013 Citizen of  the Year.”

From page 1

Citizen of the Year “wears Aurora on his sleeve”

Mr. Wallace was 
full of emotion as 
he accepted his 
award from Mayor 
Dawe. 

Auroran photo by 
David Falconer



THE AURORAN, Wednesday, July 3, 2013Page  4 THE AURORAN, Wednesday, July 3, 2013                  Page 5

For nearly four years of  writing 
for The Auroran, beginning when 
Mr. Citizen of  the Year decided to 
take me on, months after the death 
of  Dick Illingworth, I’ve learned 
more than I ever thought I would 
like to know about Aurora.

That can be laid squarely on the 
doorstep of  Ron Wallace. 

I was no stranger to the R&R 
Book Bar, first stepping through 
their doors when Rosemary was still 
at the helm of  the Aurora Shopping 
Centre and getting lost in the cavern 
of  used books in the basement. 
Following them from location to 
location, by the time the bookstore 
reached its final destination on 
Edward Street, I had no idea of  the 
world that lay upstairs, beyond the 
handful of  shelves on the second 
floor landing. 

Responding to word on the 
grapevine that Ron was looking 
for someone to help fill some of  
the slack in November 2009, Ron 
personally ushered into to the 
alternate universe upstairs.

First impressions, of  course, are 
very telling, but what can you make 
from an office lined with relics from 
Aurora’s past, antique desks which 
looked like they wouldn’t even 
budge for a 40-mule team, an entire 
wall lined with beer cans from every 
corner of  the globe, another walk 
covered entirely with approximately 
700 Harlequin romance novels, and 
a beautiful leather couch which lent 
the visual smorgasbord an unlikely 
air?

A conundrum? You bet. But, 
when I started work two weeks later, 
thrown headlong the following day 
into what was then a surprisingly 
benign meeting of  the previous 
Council, given the brief  pep-talk 
I received beforehand, everything 
became clear.

This was a man who loved Aurora 
and was more than eager to set 
someone like me on the same path. 

That was task #1 for Ron and he 
did one hell of  a job getting me up 
to speed quickly – not just with the 
“whos”, but the whys, the whens, 
and the hows. And how! 

It also became clear very quickly 

that the guy sitting across the room 
from me was more than Aurora’s 
answer to Lou Grant. He not only 
kept his finger on the pulse of  
Aurora, but his pulse beat right 
along with it. 

It did then, it does today, and 
it will continue to do so – but now, 
as Citizen of  the Year, he has a 
mandate! 

SPEAKING OF CONUNDRUMS…
If  it wasn’t for working at The 

Auroran, my knowledge of  Hillary 
House would be superficial at best. 
Undoubtedly, my knowledge of  
Horton Place would be even less 
remarkable. Nevertheless, I came, 
I saw, and, in the case of  John 
McIntire’s beautiful home at the 
corner of  Yonge and Irwin, I was 
transported back in time.

Even if  one has no idea the 
current condition of  the mysterious 
home between the two properties, 
the concept of  a heritage park on 
that stretch of  Yonge Street is an 
intriguing one. 

When supporters came forward 
stating that they would like to build 
this with $6 - $10 million of  Aurora’s 
Hydro Funds, with some Federal 
and Provincial grants, and private 
fundraising to meet the balance, 
it was obvious from the start this 
would be a difficult sell in Aurora, 
particularly for a fund which so 
many people seem to think they 
have a proprietary stake in. 

Regardless, it is an interesting 
idea and one which I, personally, 
would like to see brought to fruition, 
but with as little public money as 
possible. 

In the amount of  time and 
number of  prods it has taken to 
persuade Council of  the benefits of  
proceeding with a feasibility study, 
organizers could have taken the time 
to secure their grants, rolled out 
their public and private fundraising 
initiatives, and presented a far more 
complete package to Aurora Council 
and, in turn, the citizens of  this 
Town.

There have been innumerable 
delegations to Council and to 
the Town’s heritage advisory 
committee to extol the virtues of  
the plan, hours upon hours spent at 
the Aurora Chamber Home Show to 
sell the idea to the public and gather 
up a list of  potential supporters, 
and the generously donated time 
of  one local architect to draw up 
some pretty impressive concept 
drawings of  what could indeed be 
a significant business and cultural 
draw in Aurora’s Downtown Core.

They have, however, gone the 
long way about it. 

Had they started with their core 
group in beginning some cursory 
fundraising to secure the $25,000 
for their feasibility study, it could 
have been done months ago. Instead, 
we have a dynamic group of  people 
with an equally dynamic idea, and 
all they have to show for it is the 
idea itself, an email list, and some 
lovely drawings. 

Had they come to the table first 
with either a feasibility study or a 
business plan, perhaps Councillors 
will be kicking off  their summer 
break with something meaty to 
chew on. Instead, come September, 
we will be back at Council, sitting 
through another six hour meeting 
debating the feasibility of  the 
progress of  the feasibility study, 
the feasibility of  the feasibility 
study’s final recommendations, and 
inevitably a deferral for another 
year to let the next Council bite the 
bullet and make a final decision. 

By that time, the inexplicably 
sudden urgency to do something 
with Readman House, a property 
which has languished on the market 
for approximately seven years, will 
be positively acute. 

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m.

The Feasibility of Feasibility 

Machell’s CornersLetters to the editor
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Congratulations to Mr. Aurora, Ron Wallace, on his 
award, Citizen of  the Year. 

He truly deserves this honour for his dedication 
to make Aurora even better. His past is a history by 
itself. Volunteer Fireman, Aurora Town Councillor, 
past owner of  The Auroran (the little paper that grew 
due to Ron and his staff), past owner of  R & R Books, a 
fundraiser for so many charities, member of  the Rotary 
Club, founder of  the world’s longest street festival in 
Aurora many years ago. The list goes on and on and on. 

I wish that I could say more about Ron, but I would 
rather just tell him that he deserves this honour and I 
wish him all the best.

Thank you Ron for taking me under your wing when 
I was on Council with you. Thank you for those Legion 
lunches that we enjoyed with many of  your friends.

 Nigel Kean
Aurora

(Re: In Good Company, June 26)

I’d like to thank Mayor Dawe for his column outlining 
the value of  attending FCM conferences. 

His well-informed insights are a clear and compelling 
argument that such attendance is a valuable investment 
by our leaders -- for taxpayers and our communities.

As someone who has worked extensively in the 
municipal sector in the GTA, my experience has been 
that municipal leaders see this conference as critical. 
This is especially true, I think, during a time when such 
leadership itself  is under siege. 

I believe this: those leaders who don’t attend citing 
cost, when they have the means to do so, only affirm the 
old adage, “Some know the cost of  everything, and the 
value of  nothing.”

 Rick Doust
Aurora

Located at Aurora’s Town Park, please join us for Art 
In The Park on Saturday, July 6 from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
for this amazing shared event with the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market and Kerry’s Place 6th Annual Appreciation Day. 

I am privileged for my fourth year assisting in this 
event, bringing in the bands to perform under the name 
“The Moose on the Loose” tour featuring: The Manatee 
Band, Aaron Morris, Bruce Ewart, Paul Mason, Patty 
McLaughlin with the Song Circle Musicians, and 
Graceland Revival for you Elvis lovers. 

Elvis is in the building with Johnny Swarek, Stevie 
J Horwath, Pete Dassi, Mike Lawson and Andrew Veltri 
along with our house band returning for third year 
“ZiNGALO”, Dave Renton, Jas Carvin, Pat Scott and 
Michael Tsiorlis. 

Be spellbound with a magic show performed by 
“Magic Duda” Corey Clarke. Participate with making a 
bead bracelet for Awareness of  Autism for Kerry’s Place. 
Stroll through the Art In The Park visual Artists display 
featuring Graham Ames, Marianna Badescu, Deborah 
Campo, Stephanie Davidson, Michael Dwyer, Dianne 
Hughes, Ryta Iannello, Laurie Larson, Elsa Ka Fai Lum, 
Linda Leeman, Najma Kausar, Ben McLaughlin, Pamela 
McNeil, Sabine Ellen Mayer, Amir Masoud Oveissian, 
Sharon Pozner, David Rankin, Denise and Angel Waskul, 
and Malcolm Watts showcasing the medias of  original 
one of  a kind works of  art in oils, acrylics, sculpture, 
photography, jewelry and face painting along with a 
display of  current published Canadian authors.

Deborah Campo
Art In The Park Coordinator 2013

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Congratulations to 
“Mr. Aurora”!

Reader agrees with Mayor 
on conference

Paints, beads, Elvis  
& the Moose on the Loose
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Under the leadership of  Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper, our strong, 
stable, national majority government has 
achieved much in our second year. Here 
are a few of  the results:

Results on the economy 
• Helping create over one million net 

new jobs, the best job creation record 
among G7 countries

• Becoming the only G7 country to 
have more than fully recovered business 
investment lost during the recession

• Maintaining, alone among the G7, 
the highest (AAA) credit rating from all 
major agencies

• Keeping Canada’s debt-to-GDP ratio 
the lowest among G7 countries

• Supporting Canadian economic 
growth of  2.5% in the first quarter of  
2013, the strongest quarterly growth in 
nearly two years

• Consistently ranking among the top 
countries in the world to do business 
according to Forbes

• Having Canada’s banks, ranked by 
the World Economic Forum as the best in 
the world for 5 years in a row

Results in creating jobs 
• Expanding and extending the Hiring 

Credit for Small Business, allowing 
businesses to reinvest $225 million back 
into job creation and economic growth

• Creating the Canada Job Grant 
which puts skills training in the hands 
of  employers and Canadians looking for 
work, and out of  the hands of  government

• H a r m o n i z i n g 
a n d  s t a n d a r d i z i n g 
r e q u irements for 
apprentices and supporting 
their use for federal 
construction projects

• Reforming the 
Temporary Foreign Worker 
Program to make sure it is 
only used as a last resort, 
not to take a job away from 
a Canadian

• I n t r o d u c i n g 
improvements to the Employment 
Insurance program so that recipients will 
receive comprehensive job postings about 
available jobs in their area

• Promoting education in high-demand 
fields such as science, technology, 
engineering, math and skilled trades

• Improving the on-reserve Income 
Assistance Program and increasing 
funding for bursaries and scholarships 
for Aboriginal people

• Connecting youth with job 
opportunities through the Youth 
Employment Strategy, a $70 million 
investment that will create 5,000 paid 
internships for recent post-secondary 
graduates.

• Investing $30 million in the 
Opportunities Fund for Persons with 
Disabilities, a program which highlights 
the tremendous contribution that 
Canadians with disabilities can offer 
employers

• Promoting the Canada 
Summer Jobs Initiative, 
which is creating 36,000 jobs 
for Canadian youth in 2013

Using taxpayer dollars 
efficiently and effectively
• Returning Canada to a 

balanced budget by 2015-2016 
by making government more 
efficient and by closing tax 
loopholes without cutting 
funding for health care, 

education and other important services 
• Containing costs and bringing 

spending down to its lowest levels in three 
years

• Investing $1.25 billion for a renewed 
Public-Private Partnerships Fund that 
will help make infrastructure projects 
more efficient and less costly to taxpayers

• Reforming the pensions of  Members 
of  Parliament to bring them more in line 
with the private sector 

• Providing Canadians with an 
alternative workplace pension saving 
program through the development of  
Pooled Registered Pension Plans (PRPPs)

• Enacting the Expenditure Database 
to help give Canadians insight as to how 
taxpayer dollars are being spent 

• Eliminating nearly 11,000 public 
sector jobs through a combination of  
both attrition and under the collectively 
bargained workforce adjustment 

• Announcing a new system to make 

mandatory the evaluation of  public 
service performance to help increase 
productivity and to ensure all employees 
pull their weight

• Supporting Canadian families and 
investing in communities

• Enhancing the Adoption Expense 
Tax Credit so that it better recognizes the 
costs of  adopting a child

• Providing $76 million in annual tariff  
relief  for goods that families rely on, such 
as baby clothing and sports equipment, 
helping reduce the gap in retail prices 
that Canadians pay versus the U.S.

• Introducing the First-Time Donor’s 
Super Credit, helping encourage those 
who have yet to donate to charity to 
support a cause they hold dear

• Creating the new Building Canada 
Plan, over $53 billion to build and 
improve new roads, bridges and other 
infrastructure that our economy relies on 

• Renewing the $253 million Investment 
in Affordable Housing 

I would like to thank everyone who 
has generously donated to help our fellow 
Canadians in Alberta cope with the 
flooding. It is indeed a terrible tragedy 
and I extend my condolences, thoughts 
and prayers to all those affected.  Should 
you wish to donate to the flood relief  
efforts you may do so at www.redcross.ca. 

If  you would like to contact me on these 
or any other issue, please call 905.953.7515 
or visit my website at www.loisbrown.ca.  
I look forward to hearing from you. 

This is my Birthday column; I thought 
I would say so just in case you were 
thinking of  buying a gift. 

I am a year older, a year wiser and 
a year closer to perfection. I am still 
younger than the mountains but older 
than the trees. Let me tell you what I did 
this week. My father, Don (yes, I am a 
senior with both a father and a mother, 
Nora – very nice people I might add...) 
and I redecorated a powder-room. 

Do you know that a tiny bathroom 
has the same number of  corners and 
windows to paint as a full size bedroom! 
This is the home I moved into with my 
parents, my brothers, Stephen and 
Kenny, sisters Catherine and (born there, 
but she still counts) Karen, 50 years ago 
this past June 8.

I went to my parent’s house in 
Scarborough and did the finishing 
touches on painting their bathroom. 
That is not to say that they couldn’t 
have done it themselves. My Dad did an 
admirable job of  doing the more difficult 
and stressful prep-work.  My parents 
may be in their 80s but they surely have 
decades of  life left in them. 

The dog, Maggie, maybe a few years 
left... My parents and everyone who 
knows this dog love the contributions 
Maggie adds to our whole family, as I 
am certain many readers will empathize 
with... But to my self-ascribed credit, I do 
have an obsessive-compulsive disorder. 

Yes, I’m so sorry 
to inform you, I do 
have a fault. So their 
bathroom is now better 
than yours. Challenge 
me. Take pictures. Put 
it on Facebook. Best 
bathroom ever.

Anyone  at the 
Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre who has had 
the distinct privilege 
of  playing as my 
partner or opponent 
knows that the score card must be on my 
left side,  that I count how many times 
I shuffle the cards and also, that I must 
win! 

But also, those that play cards with 
me know that winning is far, far less 
important than making absolutely 
certain everyone plays fair and has fun. 
This is why we have an Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and this is why all activities must 
be welcoming to all participants. 

Sometimes people may be slower 
than some of  us, more methodical, less 
professional or even have to go to the 
bathroom, but at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Center we all respect and accommodate 
our various differences.

Back to my parent’s bathroom. My 
Dad said he and Mom didn’t need any 
help. Well, they did. I come from a family 
with several brothers and sisters. We 

all help in our own 
way. My parents are 
very fortunate in this 
regard, but this does 
not apply in all family 
situations. 

Maybe your 
Mom or Dad says 
“everything is OK”. 
Well, believe it to a 
point because you 
know them as honest, 
hard working and self-
sustaining people, but 

it never hurts to drop by to share a cup 
of  tea, a coffee, a word or two, cut their 
grass or, let’s keep going, clean their 
eaves troughs, shovel the driveway or 
paint their house!  My wife Susan and 
I, all my brothers and sisters, all of  Don 
and Nora’s grandchildren, love to drop 
by just to visit and help however they 
might. Do that for your parents. 

A.S.A. Bar-B-Q: Sure Sign of Summer!
Together with the Hollandview Trail 

Retirement Community, conveniently 
located just up the street from the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, the Aurora Seniors 
Association held a Bar-B-Q luncheon 
that was attended by approximately 100 
members of  the Association. 

The proceeds of  this event were 
generously donated to the Aurora-
Newmarket Senior Wish Association, 

a wish granting charity that has a goal 
of  improving the lives of  seniors by 
operating a wish granting program, 
where seniors can have their wishes 
granted by a supporting community. 

Want to deliver happiness? 
Many of  our seniors are lonely and 

may go long periods of  time without a 
phone call or a visit from someone who 
cares. 

Their life partner may have passed 
away, family may be many miles away, or 
they don’t have any family or loved ones. 
Some may be isolated in their homes 
and others may be surrounded by many 
people in a long term care or retirement 
home, but do not have anyone to call 
their own special friend. 

If  you are interested in helping 
change a life for a Senior, the Senior Wish 
Association would like to hear from you. 
Please call Ingrid Davis at 905-717-0135.

My Final Word: If  you are the child 
or grandchild of  a senior, call your mom 
or dad, grandpa or grandma or special 
Senior friend every week. They may not 
say so, but they like to hear from you 
more than you may know. 

For more information on the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre and all it has to offer, 
drop by 90 John West Way, visit the 
web site www.auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com or call 
905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

AURORAN 
POLL

Aurora’s Got Parents!

Senior 
Scape 

Jim L. Abram

Ottawa Report

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora
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This one particular ob-
ject was branded “cute”, 
“terrifying”, and every-
thing in between as the 
Aurora Historical Soci-
ety launched the special 
Aurora 150 exhibition at 
the Aurora Cultural Cen-
tre on Monday. Details 
about the Clown Band 
are scant, other than they 
did exist and, according 
to historian John McIn-
tyre, played community 
events for about a decade 
in the 1960s and 70s. 
If you were a clown, or 
have any further details, 
contact letters@auroran.
com. The exhibition runs 
through November.

Aurora has been presented with an idea to 
turn three Yonge Street properties, including 
Hillary House, into a $10 million heritage 
park. Would you like to see it become a 
reality?

  a)     Yes

  b)     No

  c)      Undecided
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14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

Frank Congrats 

A & F Hair Elite!
on your 50th year at 

Stop in on 
Saturday 
July 13 
from 8–4
for coffee, 
cold drinks
and snacks 
to celebrate 
with Frank 
and the gang.

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

The Town of Aurora wants to capture your family’s stories along with 
photos of life in our Town as part of our 150th birthday celebration.

Like us on Facebook:               /Aurora150

Follow us on Twitter:              /Aurora_150

Share your memories at 

www.aurora150.ca

Thank you Aurora!
For celebrating a fantastic 

Canada Day weekend with us!

Mark your calendars for our 
Multicultural Fair on 

Saturday, September 21!

Judicial Review could be in the cards over King cell tower
By Brock Weir

Lawyers are 
exploring the possibility 
of  applying for a judicial 
review over the King 
Township cell phone 
tower looking over a 
swath of  southwest 
Aurora. 

Council approved 
a motion last week 
tasking Town Solicitor 
Warren Mar with 
retaining an external 
lawyer to explore the 
possibilities of  getting 
a judicial review off  the 
ground. 

While he cautioned 
the results of  a judicial 
review could be limited, 
residents in the area 
have one objective in 
mind: having the tower 
dismantled and carted 
off  elsewhere.

“An apology does 
not remove the Town’s 
obligation to have justice 
done,” said resident 
John Cunningham, one 
of  the leading voices 
against the tower, citing 
the previous week’s 
apology from municipal 
staff  over how the tower 
was handled.

The Town, he said, 
should clearly look at 
launching a judicial 
review, looking into 
processes and protocols 
which lead to the 
construction, just over 
the Town’s boundary 
with King Township on 
Bathurst Street. 

“A win in favour 
of  the Town and the 
residents would be the 
requirement of  a do-over 
of  the whole process 

of  the tower by Bell,” 
he said. “As the Mayor 
seeks to meet with 
senior leadership of  
Bell, capable of  making 
the decision to move the 
Tower, it is important 
for all stakeholders to 
know how serious the 
community feels about 
moving the Tower and 
that the Town is engaged 
and ready to continue 
the escalation.”

Not so fast, said Mr. 
Mar. A judicial review 
could be “very limited” 
in scope due to the 
involvement of  Industry 
Canada which has a 
“clear” policy in place. 
A judicial review could 
simply state issues 
with communications 
between the company 
and residents, leaving 
all concerned in the 
same place they are 
right now. 

Councillors approved 
7 – 2 going ahead with 
getting advice about 
a possible judicial 
review. Consultation 
over a potential judicial 
review could run up 
to $5,000 with advice 
coming forward to 
Council on either July 
16 or August 13, added 
Mr. Mar.

Voting against 
the proposal were 
Councillors Paul Pirri 
and Evelyn Buck, 
the latter of  whom 
questioned whether 
issuing an apology over 
the process Aurora 
followed with regards to 
the tower, was the right 
move. 

“A judicial review 

[is for] if  there has 
been any indication 
of  wrongdoing or 
corruption,” she 
said. “I don’t believe 
there has been any 
indication whatsoever 
in this municipality 
of  wrongdoing or 
corruption. I believe the 
apology given by [Aurora 
CAO] Neil Garbe with 
the best of  intentions 
at the last meeting 
may have created a 
misunderstanding. 

“You have no 
justification requesting 
a judicial review 
unless you are 
positive something 
u n d e r h a n d e d …
happened. We have 
no such indication 
in this Town that 
something corrupt or 
inappropriate happened 
in our Town planning 
department. Absolutely 
no reason at all for 
putting the taxpayers to 
the expense of  a judicial 
review. It is a totally 
outrageous suggestion.”

Others, however, 
saw this as a tentative 
measure simply seeking 
advice, and a final 
decision on whether to 
proceed further would 
be in order on a later 
date.

“I think the request 
is reasonable to explore 
every option and that is 
all [residents] are asking 
for,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. 

Added Councillor 
Chris Ballard: “All 
we’re asking tonight 
is staff, perhaps in 
consultation with 

external legal advisors, 
to tell us whether or 
not they think we have 
the grounds for review 
and some pricing and 
some background 
information. That is all 
I am voting on tonight.”

Mr. Garbe’s apology 
the previous week 
stemmed from a 
response a staffer in 
the Town’s planning 
department sent to 
consultants hired by 
Bell Canada seeking 
comment on the tower 
proposal just over the 
Aurora-King border. The 
staffer replied the Town 
had no comment, but 
the reply did not come 
from Planning Director 
Marco Ramunno, 
something they said 
was not in order. 

They recommended 
a number of  changes to 
the protocols, including 
having all cell phone 
tower applications come 
directly to Council for 
approval in the future. 

“It is said the Town 
would not have had 
any influence anyway,” 
said Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner on earlier 
comments that Bell was 
simply not interested in 
Aurora’s position. “We 
never put up a fight on 
behalf  of  our residents. 
As far as I am concerned, 
we haven’t done right 
by our residents to this 
point and anything we 
can do to change that I 
am in favour of. 

“You don’t know 
until you try. The people 
do have power and we 
should have tried.”

Aurora woman arrested  
after tot left in car

By Brock Weir

An Aurora mother 
was arrested last week 
charged with child 
abandonment.

The 42-year-old 
woman was arrested 
Thursday morning in 
Markham after her two-
year-old child was found 
locked in a vehicle 
in the summer heat. 
According to Constable 
Blair McQuillan of  the 
York Regional Police, 
the tot was discovered in 
the car by a concerned 
bystander. 

“At approximately 
11.30 a.m., police were 
called to a commercial 
plaza parking lot at 
9255 Woodbine Avenue, 
near 16th Avenue, by a 
concerned citizen who 
found an unattended 
toddler locked in 
a vehicle,” said 
Constable McQuillan 
in a statement. “When 
officers arrived on 
the scene, they found 
the child in distress. 
Officers were able to 
pry open a car window, 
unlock the door, and 
free the child.”

He added the mother 
of  the child was soon 
found and was arrested 
at the scene “without 
incident.”

Charged with Child 
Abandonment and 
released from custody, 

she will next appear in 
court in Newmarket on 
Friday, July 26. Police 
have not released any 
names to protect the 
victim. 

Police ask anyone 
with information to 
call York Regional 
Police #5 District 
Criminal Investigations 
Unit at 1-266-876-5423, 
x7531, anonymously to 
Crime Stoppers either 
by calling 1-800-222-
TIPS, going online 
at www.1800222TIPS.
com, or by texting your 
information to CRIMES 
starting with the word 
“YORK”. 

“It is imperative that 
anyone caring for a 
child understands the 
consequences of  leaving 

children unattended 
inside vehicles during 
extreme weather 
conditions,” said 
Constable McQuillan. 
“Extreme heat during 
the summer months can 
result in serious injury 
or death.

“In addition to 
these consequences, 
individuals who are 
caring for a child may 
find themselves facing 
criminal charges 
under the Child and 
Family Services Act 
that requires children 
under 10 years to be 
provided with adequate 
and reasonable care and 
supervision.” 

The two-year-old 
girl was transported to 
hospital as a precaution.
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Fibromyalgia is reaching 
alarming levels and  
ineffective treatment is 
common.  If  you suffer 
from Fibromyalgia you 
need to know poorly known 
facts about the condition in  
order to avoid years of   
pain and suffering.

You may be experiencing 
constant, unrelenting 
joint pain …  tender, achy 
spots all over your body…  
including your neck 
and upper back…   pain  
between your shoulder 
blades …  chronic fatigue 
…  and maybe constant or 
intermittent headaches.  
You can’t sleep at night and 
are  exhausted all day.  

You can’t even enjoy 
the simple things in life  
anymore, such as playing 
with your children.  Getting 
out of  bed everyday is an 
unbelievable challenge.

Life has become 
unbearable... Your doctor 
does an exam... negative.  
He takes some  X-rays...
negative.  Does a few blood 
tests… negative.  Maybe 
even an MRI… negative.  

The doctor may tell 
you that you may have  
Fibromyalgia and may give 

you anti-inflammatories,  
pain relieving or 
muscle relaxing drugs. 
You may find that the  
approaches you try do not 
help or may even  make it 
feel worse. 

So you go back, again 
and again, and your doctor 
gives you different drugs 
to try to make you feel  
better.   

The doctor eventually 
may say... “I’ve done all  
I can do, you just need to 
learn to live with it...”

After  exhausting the  
list of  medications you may 
also be told it’s “all in your 
head” and they may even 
send you to a psychiatrist 
for anti-depressant drugs.

You may have gone 
through months, if  not 
years, of  grueling tests and 
drugs with horrible side  
effects.  

It is clear that sufferers 
need much more 
information on what 
Fibromyalgia really is 
and how they can help 
themselves.

There are other  
approaches, beyond the 
use of  drugs, that have  
safely and effectively 

helped many 
Fibromyalgia sufferers 
improve  their lives  
dramatically.

To help sufferers,   
a workshop is being offered  
to reveal effective ways  to 
feel better, increase energy, 
improve sleep and improve 
quality of  life.  The 
workshop is at no- charge as  
a community service. 

The workshop will be 
held on Wed July 10,  7:30 
pm - 9 pm at the King 
West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd Unit 10,  
Richmond Hill. Seating is 
limited.  

Call to make reser-
vations 877-334-2785.

Fibromyalgia 
Effective  Approaches for Lasting Relief  

There are other 
approaches, beyond 

the use of drugs, 
that have safely and  

effectively helped 
many Fibromyalgia 

sufferers  
feel better.
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Council shifts gears on Hillary-McIntyre Park
By Brock Weir

Aurora Council 
has shifted gears, 
reversing a decision to 
not grantproponents of  
Hillary-McIntyre Park 
$25,000 to conduct a 
feasibility study.

The decision came 
at Council last week, 
following months of  
lengthy debate, and a 
further lengthy debate 
over the merits of  the 
$10 million proposal for a 
heritage park comprising 
of  three historic homes 
on Yonge Street. 

Proponents of  Hillary-
McIntyre Park, vision is 
for the Town to acquire 
Hillary House, Aurora’s 
national historic site just 
south of  Aurora Heights 
Drive, Horton Place at the 
corner of  Yonge and Irwin 
Avenue, and Readman 
House, the Edwardian 
home sandwiched 
between the two, and 
build a “destination” for 
heritage lovers around 
the country.

It would not simply be 
a park of  approximately 4 
acres, but include a large 
multi-purpose museum 
and banquet space tacked 
onto the central home 

as a revenue generator, 
and possible home for 
an Aurora Museum and 
Sports Hall of  Fame. 

The group has 
proposed the majority of  
the funding for the overall 
project come from the 
Town’s $33 million in the 
Hydro reserve account, 
with the balance from 
Federal and Provincial 
grants, along with private 
fundraising.

“I believe in order 
to make an informed 
decision on such a 
grand scale that we are 
presenting today, it takes 
due diligence to decide 
whether you support 
this or not,” said project 
proponent Kathy van 
Nostrand. “We certainly 
don’t want to miss this 
opportunity and we 
believe this is our only 
chance. 

“It is critical to respect, 
maintain and promote 
our heritage. We have a 
tremendous opportunity 
to create something very 
special that would not 
only attract our residents 
but strengthen that sense 
of  pride and ownership in 
all of  us who call Aurora 
our home.”

Ms. Van Nostrand took 

the opportunity to address 
many of  the concerns that 
had been expressed by 
Councillors the previous 
week, and during several 
meetings preceding last 
Tuesday’s final decision, 
including those who said 
they were nearly certain 
they would not change 
their minds even after a 
feasibility study. For her, 
it was a matter of  you 
won’t know unless you try.

Nevertheless, the 
$25,000 in funding 
requested to carry out 
the feasibility study was 
the chief  sticking point. 
Councillor Paul Pirri, 
for instance, stood by 
his earlier comments he 
believed granting $25,000 
for another group’s 
feasibility study could 
set a precedent in the 
Town, with other groups 
coming forward looking 
for similar support. 

“It would be my hope 
that a feasibility project 
does get done, that it 
comes before Council and 
we can assess it on those 
merits,” he said. “I am not 
in favour then and I am not 
in favour now of  funding 
feasibility studies.”

A similar sentiment 
was expressed by 

Councillor Evelyn Buck, 
who said it is not up to the 
Town to put forward the 
money when the Hillary-
McIntyre committee 
haven’t done the same to 
further their dream.

“Why are you asking 
us to do what you’re 
not willing to do in 
determining if  this is a 
feasible project – to take 
lands out of  assessment 
revenue, out of  our base 
assessment, take it out 
and turn it into something 
that, quite frankly, nobody 
in Aurora is familiar 
with?” she asked.

People since the 
project’s inception 
have come forward to 
say they will do things 
for free, countered Ms. 
Van Nostrand. Property 
owners – historian John 
McIntyre for Horton 
Place and Bruce Spragg 
for Readman House – have 
come forward saying they 
are willing to make a sale 
and other individuals in 
different fields have also 
offered their services. 
Detailed drawings were 
also created for free by a 
local architect.

“Once the project 
gets underway we will 
feel more comfortable 

“Resources will be available to help 
them in this transition with our HR 
department,” she said. “There are 
advisors that can help you with your CV 
just to make sure people have the help to 
relocate themselves.”

She added that while they would 
also make the effort to relocate some 
employees, it will be on a case by case 
basis.

“Depending on the situation, it is not 
always feasible,” she said. “The distance 
between two stores can be too much for 
people to travel.”

The store closures, said the company 
in their Thursday announcement, would 
result in a cost-savings of  $70 million. 
Overall, citing their underperformance, 
they are targeting a savings of  $110 
million throughout their system. 

“With the measures announced today, 
Rona will become more agile and efficient, 
with a simplified business structure and 
an even stronger balance sheet,” said 
Robert Sawyer, President and CEO of  
Rona, in a statement. “By focusing on 
our strategic operations, we will unlock 
the full potential of  our network and 
reinvest a significant share of  the savings 
in initiatives that will allow us to offer 
even more to our customers and to our 
affiliated and franchised dealers.”

From the perspective of  Judy 
Marshall, Executive Director of  the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce, Rona’s 
closure will not only have a significant 
impact on its employees, but could also 

have a ripple effect throughout the 
community as a whole. 

“Any closure in Aurora has a huge 
impact because of  the size of  the 
Town and the number of  businesses,” 
she said. “I look at the loss of  taxes, 
the unemployment for people who 
are living in Aurora and, possibly, in 
the surrounding areas who are also 
employed there, and I also think about the 
decreased revenues into other stores or 
shops locally. There is also the fact there 
is an empty building and the business 
has failed. I think that has a lot to do with 
the impression of  the Town and it has an 
economic impact.”

The biggest hit, she said, would be 
employees, but smaller retailers could 
see a bit of  a boost in their sales, the 
one positive aspect. That being said, she 
said with a large, big box store empty on 
what is often promoted as a “gateway” to 
Aurora, more needs to be done to show 
Aurora is still open for business.

“The Town and the Chamber need to 
work together constantly to do that and 
to really talk about the Town and the 
economic reasons to be here – and the 
good community living reasons to be 
here.”

Thursday’s announcement also 
included store closures in British 
Columbia.

The Aurora location at 140 First 
Commerce Drive will close its doors on 
Sunday, December 8.

Following December 8, the closest 
remaining Rona store will be in 
Schomberg.

From page 1

Home improvement store was underperforming

going out to the residents 
of  Aurora to raise that 
money for something 

that is probably going to 

Continued on page 9
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FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

with new hours: 
Tues – Wed – Fri – Sat – 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thursday – 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

 fans
 PricesCOOLCooler

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FREE, No Obligation Trial Program

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

Presented by:

.

Kids and
Seniors 
FREE!

Brings You:

AURORA TOWN PARK

Over 25 Musical Acts Including:

LOCAL FAVOURITES
Big Table and The Pick Brothers

FUTURE STARS
The One Percent, Matina Z and Frank Ryan 

AURORA’S GOT THE VOICE, 
SO YOU THINK AURORA CAN DANCE COMPETITIONS!

and AURORA’S ICONS AND HEROES

TRIBUTE BANDS
Hot Rocks, Crush and California Sun, 

celebrating The Rolling Stones,  
Bon Jovi and The Beach Boys

We are currently looking for energetic 
volunteers to join in the fun. Sign up online:
www.habachat.com/auroramusicfest2013

Growing Together:  
Aurora Greenhouse turns over a new leaf

By Brock Weir

As Aurora celebrates 
its 150th anniversary, The 
Auroran continues its series 
on some of  the long-standing 
Aurora businesses that have 
served generations. This 
week: Aurora Greenhouse 
at Yonge Street and Ransom 
Street.

After over 100 years on 
roughly the same block 
on Aurora’s busiest street, 
change is in the air at Aurora 
Greenhouse.

The venerable florist 
shop, which has served 
Aurora since its founding 
by the Nisbet family in 1911, 
will move next month to 
Industrial Parkway South. 
Their home for nearly 50 
years on the east side of  
Yonge Street at Ransom 
was sold Thursday to a 
new owner, leaving present 
owner, Robin Winter, excited 
for the change to come. 

When Ms. Winter bought 
the business about eight 
years ago, it was something 
of  a homecoming, as she 
had one of  her very first jobs 
in the floral industry in the 
very same building 34 years 
ago. 

The business has its 
roots just across the street, 
first founded as a series 
of  greenhouses by Colin 
“Pop” Nisbet just across the 
street. By the mid-1960s, they 
had moved most of  their 
operations across the street 

where it continues to this 
day, welcoming back a steady 
stream of  longstanding  and 
new customers. 

While there is some 
trepidation that some of  this 
will be lost when they move 
to 225 Industrial Parkway 
South next month, they 
believe the name they have 
continued to build upon 
the Nisbet legacy will be a 
hallmark of  their new future.

“Robin is very family-
oriented, very traditional 
in her choice of  picks, and 
she believes in dealing with 
small towns and dealing with 
a small-town feel, keeping 
focused on the product,” says 
sales associate Pat Dexter.

For Pat, the attention to 
customer service is key to 
their success. They stock the 
freshest products they can, 
stand behind their stems, 
and have a very healthy 
roster of  clients. 

“I think the saddest part 
[of  the move] is just the 
local walk-ins that we have,” 
she says. “We have several 
seniors’ homes in the area 
– Park Place, Sunrise, and 
Cobblestone – and we have 
a lot of  people who like to 
come in and visit. We will 
miss that day-to-day contact 
for sure, and miss being in 
a location where people can 
drive by and see us all the 
time. We’re risking some of  
that, but we believe that our 
name and our service for so 
many years will hold that 
spot.”

It’s not as though they 
had a choice in the move 
as while Ms. Winter owned 
the business, the building 
was not in their hands. 
Nevertheless, in their new 
location, they believe they 
will be able to significantly 
cut overhead costs, returning 
that value to the customer, 
and also have room to mount 
bigger projects and create 
floral decorations for larger 
events. 

An “Aurora girl, born 
and raised”, Ms. Winter’s 
primary interest has always 
been flowers. Inspired by 
the offerings in her father’s 
garden, she would venture 
out into it, pick a few 
selections and make little 
arrangements. She realised 
floral design could be a 
career at the age of  18, after 
starting a part-time job in 
Richmond Hill two years 
before. Sticking with the 
industry, she left, married, 
and raised her children, but 
came back to the greenhouse 
which started it all – this time, 
taking over the ownership.

Since her very first days 
with the Aurora Greenhouse, 
she has seen the community 
develop and grow. What 
started off  as working in a 
business servicing a small 
town has grown to a business 
serving a much larger town, 
while still striving for small-
town service. 

“This is a new beginning 
and it is all good,” she says. 
“We’re turning a new leaf  

and it is going to be fun and 
we’re all excited about it. 
Over the years, business 
has changed. Grocery stores 
and supermarkets have 
definitely [had an impact] 
but we have put ourselves 
above that. To me, service is 
key.”

Pat adds as the business 
and community have 
evolved, there aren’t as much 
walk-ins, but a significantly 
higher number of  phone 
and, as one might expect, 
internet orders, whether 
through their own website 
or Facebook. 

“Change is hitting us 
from different avenues and 
we have to adjust and we 
have to go with the flow,” says 
Pat. “Things have to change 
but we have to have this level 
of  service up there and go 
with the times. This building 
is just a shell of  what Aurora 
Greenhouse is.”

Cost of Living applied to some municipal salaries
By Brock Weir

Salaries for new 
municipal workers have 
been adjusted according to 
cost of  living, following a 
Council decision last week. 

Previously, staff  at 
Town Hall were allocated 
start pay according to 24 
different salary grades, but 
these have been condensed 
to 16 different grades, with 
some employees going up 
and some going down. 

Under the new 
plan, Aurora’s Chief  
Administrative Officer will 
have a start pay of  $161,577, 
salary which is increased 
to $168,920 after one year, 
$176,265 after two years, 
culminating after five years 
at $198,298. 

Municipal directors, 
such as the Director of  
Parks and Recreation 
will have a start salary of  
$133,184, progressing after 
five steps to $163,452. 

Start salaries for the 
Director of  Customer 
and Legislative Services 
will start lower at $113,144 
before coming to $138,859 
after five years. 

The new numbers do not 
reflect what current holders 
of  these jobs earned last 
year, according to numbers 
released earlier this year 
by the Province of  Ontario 
through the Sunshine List, 
a roster of  public sector 
employees who regularly 
earn over $100,000 annually.

For 2012, CAO Neil 
Garbe reportedly earned 
$191,017. John Leach, 
Director of  Customer and 
Legislative Services, was 
clocked at $162,074, while Al 
Downey, Director of  Parks 
and Recreation earned 

$149,526. 
“The salary grades 

do not only apply to new 
hires,” said Dan Levesque, 
Manager of  Human 
Resources for the Town 
of  Aurora. “All current 
staff  will be moved to the 
appropriate step in the 
revised salary structure. 

“Starting salaries are 
comparable to the old 
schedule for directors. 
No current staff  salaries 
have been reduced. Some 
starting salaries have gone 
up, while others have gone 
down. The system of  job 
evaluation was old and 
outdated. It had not been 
reviewed since 1989 when 
it was developed. Unionized 

positions were re-evaluated 
during the 2010 collective 
agreement negotiations 
and a commitment was 
made to address the non-
union group.”

Under the new schedule, 
the salary some staff  can 
aspire to over the years has 
been capped.

In 2012, the starting 
salary for the CAO was 
$147,147 with the top step 
capped at $173,901. The 
Director of  Infrastructure, 
Town Solicitor and 
Treasurer stood at $136,955 
capping at $161,834, while 
the directors of  Parks, 
Bylaw, and Planning 
starting at $127,436, capping 
out at $150,587.

Aurora Greenhouse owner Robin Winter and Michelle Parnham are hard at work as 
the store prepares a move after nearly 50 years.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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“Nobody  
  looks at  
  our website”
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our team of experts have been creating award 
winning marketing material for over 20 years.

we’ve worked with large and small companies  
to successfully get their website noticed and  
help drive sales. call us to discuss how we  
can create a great first impression to potentially 
millions of viewers for your company. 

Does your company website  
ever get a high ranking in a 
Google search? If someone finds 
your site does it look outdated? 

happen,” she said of  the 
importance of  the study. “I 
would never feel comfortable 
going out there and saying, 
‘Can I have your support 
and dollars for this vision?’ 
The Town of  Aurora and 
their residents need to feel 
there is a vision.”

A number of  
amendments were 
proposed and failed at the 
table before the original 
recommendation was 
largely agreed upon. One 
amendment was proposed 
by Councillor John 
Abel who said, from his 

perspective, he was in favour 
of  the Town purchasing the 
lands from their respective 
owners, but said more 
information needed to come 
forward on how much they 
were willing to sell them for.

His amendment was to 
bring prices forward and 
then consider the options 
at that time. That option, 
however, failed. Those 
in favour of  the original 
motion said time was of  
the essence to secure the 
properties and a feasibility 
study is that all important 
first step.

“Once it is gone, it is 

gone,” said Councillor 
Ballard of  the opportunity. 
“I am not 100 per cent 
convinced of  the vision 
that has been put in front of  
us. I have questions about 
financing, models, but I am 
more than willing to [study] 
it. Yes, $25,000 is a significant 
amount of  money, but 
when I look at the amount 
of  time and expertise that 
members of  the committee 
have but into this, including 
architectural drawings, I 
think this committee alone 
has put more than $25,000 
of  in-kind contributions to 
getting the project this far.”

From page 9

Study is due by August

Brokerage

L.H. LIND REALTY INC.

15105 Yonge St., Suite 100, Aurora

lenard@lhlindrealty.com
View virtual tour for most listings

@www.lhlindrealty.comFeature Properties
FOLLOW  US  ON  TWITTER: twitter.com/lhlindrealty

OR  bEcOmE  a  FaN ON FacEbOOk:  FacEbOOk.com/lhlindrealty 

aurora’s toP sales Producer 2012†
“Service with Professionalism” 905-841-0000 • 416-410-8223

Ontario’s only...
ISO 9001 : 2008 REgISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Jackie Martin
Salesperson

adaM lind
Salesperson

Mike lind
Salesperson

eva O’Sullivan
Salesperson

lenard lind 
Broker of

record/Owner

Feature Properties

call today for a “Free” Property evaluation!* 905-841-0000
†based on IMS Stats  Aurora Offices*Some conditions apply.

Gated exclusivity in Stonebridge! Loaded with upgrades! 9 foot ceilings! Updated kitchen  
with quartz stone counters! Ground floor master with 5 piece ensuite. Bright professionally  
finished walkout lower level with huge family room and 2 more bedrooms! Ensuites to all  
bedrooms! Backs to ravine!

AURORA 4 BEDROOM END UNIT CONDO BUNGALOFT LINK!

$748,888

Immaculately kept with sensational views over scenic ravine and Binder Twine Park! Sprawling
ranch bungalow with huge open concept living-dining combo w/fieldstone fireplace! Centre island 
kit w/built-in appliances & w/o to deck or three season room! Main flr den! Master w/ dressing rm 
and 5pc ensuite! Professionally finished open concept lower level too!

KLEINBURG SPECTACULAR 1.45 ACRE RAVINE! BUNGALOW GEM!

$1,695,000

Complete renovation!  Great for home business office – light industrial – fitness – research lab  
& more!  Steps to GO train!  Gleaming hrdwd floors!  Fresh modern décor!  Open concept 
floor plan!  New 2-piece washroom & 3 private offices on 2nd floor!  Unspoiled lower level!  
Fully fenced!  Great curb appeal – just move in!

AURORA OFFICE BUILDING WITH 7 PARKING SPOTS! 

$549,900

Simply sensational!  Soaring 9 to 14 ft. ceilings!   Open concept floor plan!  gleaming hrdwd strip floors!  
Separate formal dining rm!   Main flr den!  gourmet custom centre island kit open to huge “great room” 
w/custom cabinetry!  Inviting master w/enticing ensuite!  Builder prof. finished lower level w/massive 
rec room w/wet bar, custom built-ins, 2 bdrms & 3pc bath! 

KING VALLEY!  GATED EXCLUSIVITY! BUNGALOW BEAUTY!

 $1,149,900

Superb completely reno’d estate home in Aurora’s most sought-after estate community!  
Updated & upgraded “gourmet” centre island kit!  Sumptuous master w/enticing en-
suite!  Updated baths!  Knock-out prof. f inished walk-out bsmt!  Oasis backyard w/
pool with waterfall & hot tub and party room!  Simply sensational!

HUNTER’S GLEN 5200 SF GEM!  PICTURESQUE PRIVACY 2.5 ACRES!

$2,549,900

2500SF!  Quiet child-safe crescent!  Gleaming hardwood strip flrs!  Smooth ceilings!  Gourmet 
renovated & upgraded kitchen w/custom cabinetry, granite counters & slate floors!  Spacious 
family room w/custom B-I cabinetry! Master w/inviting ensuite & w-in closet!  Partly fin bsmt w/
rec rm & den!  50 ft. prof. landscaped lot w/curb appeal!  

STEPS TO LAKE WILCOX! 4 BEDROOM BEAUTY!

$798,888

Your own “estate” majestically set high on the parcel with beautiful views!  Great centre island kit 
w/granite counter, big bkfst bar & open concept to spac. sunken fam rm!  Sundrenched solarium!  
Main flr den!   Master w/sitting area, full ensuite & large w-in! “Unspoiled” walk-out lower level!  
Oversized decks, triple garage and oversized carport!   $1,228,888

64 ACRES!  4000 SF EXECUTIVE HOME!  MT. ALBERT!

SPECTACULAR!  4300 SF!  RENOVATED!  POOL!  FINISHED BASEMENT!

$999,900

Have it all!  Soaring 9 ft. ceilings & gleaming hrdwd strip floors!  Sunken living room!  Sep. 
formal DR!  Spacious family room w/custom B-I wall unit!  Knock-out updated & upgraded 
Fischer kitchen w/granite counters & top-of-the-line B-I stainless steel appliances!  Bright 
prof. fin w/o lower level w/wet bar, home theatre area & more! 

Aurora’s gateway to the business core!  Attention owner occupiers & inves-
tors!  Exceptional quality medical and office use building with 16  parking  spots!   
Numerous uses!  Large reception and principal room sizes!  2 washrooms!  R5-18 
zoned! Why lease when you could own!

AURORA MEDICAL/OFFICE!  CENTURY CHARACTER & CHARM!

$999,999

Aurorans will have a chance to take a rare glimpse inside the historic Willow Farm 
property beginning this Friday as they throw open their doors for a contents sale. 
Placed well into the trees at the southwest corner of Yonge and St. John’s Sideroad, 
the 1865 home was recently sold by Mike Egan. Up for sale are a wide and unusual 
array of items from antique furniture and kitchen appliances, to mementos asso-
ciated with the home’s equestrian history. Formerly home to Kwik Copy, the Egan 
family restored it to a family home and working horse farm.
Items for sale include art, historic books, and office equipment.
For more information on Friday and Saturday’s contents sale, visit  
www.thegreatestatesale.com.                               Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Contents sale offers rare glimpse inside house
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whole has.
“I didn’t get the 

$300,000 that they get 
today; this is what I 
got when I won the 
Canadian Open. This 
was my victory,” he 
said holding an unused 
fishing pole. “And no 
reel on it,” he laughed.

The fishing pole, 
although a nice one, 
has never been used 
as he has “never been 
much of  a fisherman.”

“When I was playing, 
there wasn’t any money 
in it, because it wasn’t 
professionalized yet, 
and I played Wimbledon 
once, but on top of  that 
the war was taking 
place and it killed 
Davis Cup matches 
back then,” he said, 
noting the first year he 
played was 1946, after 
the war ended, at the 
age of  23.

Born in Montreal, 
Macken and his 
younger brother Jim 
worked on their game 
together. Macken 
said during summer 
vacation the other kids 
went to camp in the 
summer, while they 
mostly stayed home, 
leaving them with little 
to do in the summer 
days.

“We had some old 
racquets in a closet 
and my brother and I 
would go down to the 
public courts at the end 
of  the street, we’d open 
them at 8 a.m., run 
back up the street for 
a sandwich, then back 
down and get kicked 
off  at 4,” he said.

By the time the 
Second World War 
broke out, Macken was 
taken out of  service as 
he contracted scarlet 
and rheumatic fever 
that paralyzed him 
from the waist down for 
six months. This also 
led to complications 
with a heart murmur.

“I know people 
would see me and 
think, ‘what’s he doing 
here walking around 
when he should be 

 

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

The Acorn Superglide Stairlift is one of the 
most technologically advanced stairlifts 
available, helping thousands of people 
worldwide to reclaim full access to their 
home.  It’s the safe, comfortable and 
simple solution to difficulty with the stairs.

For inquiry and order, please call 416 720 3201

Acorn
Stairlifts

Canada’s one-time top-ranked tennis champ actively follows today’s game
By Jeff Doner

From the late 1940s 
and into the early 50s, 
Brendan Macken was 
Canada’s top ranked 
male tennis player. 

He won the Canadian 
Open men’s singles 
title in 1950, doubles 
titles in 1946 and 1951 
and during his prime 
was a Davis Cup team 
member from 1946 – 
1952 and again in 1954.

In the midst of  the 
prestigious Wimbledon 
tennis tournament, 
Macken – now a 
resident of  Aurora in 
his 91st year – still 
keeps a close eye on 
what’s going on in the 
tennis world.

With Wimbledon 
matches playing on 
TV in the background, 
Macken began our chat 
with an assessment 
of  the bright young 
Canadian tennis talent 
that is starting to gain 
notoriety.

“I saw Raonic and he 
played quite well, but 
his competition wasn’t 
as tough as Vasek 
Pospisil had today, but 
Raonic’s serve wins 
matches for him – he’s 
powerful there, but on 
the defense he’s got a 
lot of  work to do yet. 
He’s got to serve well 
enough that he won’t 
lose the serve and he 
did that in today’s 
match. But he certainly 
has a future.”

Macken quickly went 
in to how the game has 
changed since his glory 
days.

“It’s different today, 
like golf. They’re not 
playing with a wooden 
club like we were. In 
tennis, they’re now 
able to get a pretty good 
spin on a ball, so you get 
some players that spin 
it quite well – Nadal 
is one of  them and so 
is Federer. They’ll hit 
the ball and you think 
it is going out and then 
it curves and stays 
in the court. It’s very 
difficult to say today 
the difference between 
today’s athletes with 
the older ones.”

However, he was of  
strong opinion that 
the greatest tennis 
player that ever lived 
is Aussie tennis legend 
Rod Laver.

“I wonder what he 
would have done with 
the equipment that we 
have today. He played 
on every surface.”

Laver, a left-handed 
power player, had a 
career that spanned 
23 years that included 
184 singles titles as an 
amateur and a pro and 
was inducted into the 
International Tennis 
Hall of  Fame in 1981.

Macken said he is 
one of  the only players 
to have won Wimbledon 
and the Australian, 
US and French opens 
and do it all again four 
years later.

But Macken also 
recognizes that the 
game isn’t the only 
thing that has changed 
– the industry as a 

overseas?’”
His brother Jim – 

who did serve in the 
war – was no slouch 
with a tennis racquet 

himself. Like his 
older brother, he was 
a Canadian champion 
and the two even won 
a doubles title together 
in 1946.

After his health 
issues cleared up, he 
went right back to 
training and playing 
tournaments. It was 
during a tournament 
at the Toronto Tennis 
Club that two American 
tennis players would 

approach him and give 
him some advice that 
would change his life 
in many ways.

Former US tennis 

player Scott Davis 
suggested he head 
down to William 
& Mary College in 
Williamsburg, Virginia 
to pursue both his 
scholastic and tennis 
goals.

“I played well 
against them and next 
thing I know I got a call 
from the admissions 
office. So I ended up 
going there.”

Training 75 minutes 
per day on a rigorous 
schedule, it didn’t take 
long for the chemistry 
major to start 
succeeding at William 
& Mary.

“They had a very 
good tennis team,” 
he recalled. “That 
team won the NCAA 
tennis champs twice 
in 1947 and 1948,” 
he said, showing his 
championship ring 
from the wins. “I got 
better and better and 
better. I couldn’t get 
them to train the same 
way up here.”

Follow the rest of  
Macken’s journey in 

Aurora’s Brendan Macken, Canada’s former tennis 
ace, is pictured with his NCAA championship ring for  
1947-1948.                                  Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line 
booking
available

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

We have 
350 regular 

and 
118 Shellac/

Gelish
colours 

available

the tennis world in next 
week’s edition of  The 
Auroran.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

Doors Open 
at Hillary House

By Erika Manassis and Alexandra Riccio
Aurora Historical Society

You’ve probably noticed the house 
before. Set slightly back from Yonge 
Street.

Hillary House and its surrounding 
landscape provide a welcoming, lush 
contrast to the busy street. Here is an 
excellent opportunity to finally step 
inside and explore! 

On Saturday August 17, Hillary 
House will be participating in Doors 
Open Aurora. The entire community is 
warmly welcomed for a free tour. If  the 
“free” factor isn’t enough for you, we 
have plenty of  other reasons why this is 
the time to visit Hillary House.

Built in 1862, Hillary House is Aurora’s 
only National Historic Site. The status 
comes from its architecture, as it is one 
of  the best known examples of  domestic 
Gothic Revival architecture in Canada.

We are lucky to have such an 
interesting piece of  architectural history 
as part of  the setting of  our day-to-day 
lives here in Aurora. 

Whether it is your first visit, or one 
of  many to Hillary House, there is 
always something new to see. On Doors 
Open Day there will be 
guides in every room to 
share their knowledge 
and answer questions. 
You will also be able to 
participate in activities 
for children of  all ages 
and explore the three 
new exhibits which 
opened in May. 

Hillary House is 
home to a nationally-
significant collection 
of  medical artifacts 
and archives that 
reflect the development 
of  medical practice in 
Ontario between the 
late 1800s and mid-
twentieth century. This 
year, Hillary House 
partnered with Southlake Regional 
Health Centre to create Medical Practices: 
Caring for the Community. 

The exhibit explores changes in 
healthcare practices by showcasing 
medical artifacts from Hillary House, 
along with modern tools used by today’s 
medical professionals. State-of-the-art 
display cases and beautiful text panels in 
the newly renovated exhibit rooms help 
highlight the fascinating, ever-changing 
history of  medicine in Ontario. Visitors 
can also see the doctor’s consultation 
room and dispensary from which four 
different doctors based their practice 
and served the growing Town of  Aurora.  

Want more? Be sure to visit the 
Delicious! Food & Family 1940 – 1960 
exhibit in the original kitchen/dining 
area of  Hillary House. The familiarity of  
the artifacts on display will surprise you. 
The exhibit offers an intimate look at how 
food was prepared at Hillary House, and 

in many homes during this time period. 
You will also gain further understanding 
of  the changes in contemporary attitudes 
towards food and meal creation.

You can even add to the exhibit by 
sharing a home remedy with us! 

The third exhibit you can see this 
summer is the juried art exhibit Art at 
the Manor 2013. This exhibit showcases 
works created by three artists (Elena 

Yim, Nancy Falconi and 
Kallista Haughey) who 
had exclusive access to 
the medical collection 
as inspiration to 
their artwork. The 
theme for the exhibit 
was medicine and 
health, and the artists 
have created some 
incredible pieces! The 
art is rendered in a 
variety of  mediums 
and will be available for 
viewing (and sale) in 
the Ballroom at Hillary 
House until September. 

Hillary House plays 
an important role 
in Aurora’s culture 

and stands as a testament to the town’s 
vibrant heritage. The Aurora Historical 
Society, which owns and operates Hillary 
House, is dedicated to the ongoing 
preservation and restoration of  this 
important piece of  local heritage.

Enjoy this piece of  the past during 
Doors Open Aurora! If  you can’t make it, 
the house is open daily until September 
28 between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. (after 
September open by appointment). 
Admission is just $3 for adults and $2 
for seniors or children age 12 and under. 
For more information about Hillary 
House National Historic Site or any 
of  the upcoming events, please visit 
aurorahistoricalsociety.ca.

For more information and updates 
about Doors Open Aurora or to volunteer 
for the event, please visit www.aurora.ca  
and click on the Doors Open icon on the 
front page.

We hope to see you there!
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HOUSE LEAGUE 

GIRLS
U12
Magna, Purple 6- 
A. Diaz, P. Porter, J. Smith,
A. Irwin, A. Cippone.
Hartwell Thayer, Gold 2 - 
S. Cupit, L. Giorgi.

U12 
Sabrina Imseis Royal Lep-
age, Pink 4 -
S. Casey, N. Forrester, D.
O'Reilly, M. Harris. 
Oakridge Outfitters,
Scarlett 1 - 
H. Albert.

U12 
Volkswagen Richmond
Hill, Royal 2 - 
S. Foster, K. Cruickshank.

Sky 0

U13
CGI, Black 2 -
M. Lamoure, N. Webster.
Home Hardware, Gold 5 -
J. Sproul 2, Abby McGregor,
C. Brown, S. Scanga.

U13
Lifestyles Home Cre-
ations, Maroon 2 - 
L. Howell, P. Semple.  
Scotia Bank, Scarlett 1 - 
J. Winter.     

U13 Guaranteed Roofing,
Emerald 0 -
Sky 5 -
E. Bellerby, S. MacLeod, A.
Therkildsen, S. Weller, B.
Fraser.

U14-15 
StillWaters, Royal 1. 

Port Royal, White 2 - 
M. Brenzel 2.

U14-15
Pink 0.  

Golder Associates, Lime
Green 5 - 
S. Steeles 5.

U14-15
Upper Canada Mall, Sky 0.
Canadian Vascular Labs,
Gold 5 - 
Z. Webster, M. Shortt 3, J.
Durbano.

U14-15 
Upper Canada Mall, Emer-
ald 0.  
Stirling Cook, Purple 1
U14-15 
Michelberger Orthodon-
tics, Teal 4-
B. Gibbons, J. Russo, V.
Brochu. Michael Tough,

Scarlett 2 - M. Irish 2

BOYS
U13 
Dr. Weaver's Drillers,
Royal 3 - E. Adams, K.
Morning,  M. Steeles. 
Sky 0

U16-18
Upper Canada Mall, Emer-
ald 1 -
D. Franco 
Upper Canada Mall, Black
1 G. Robinson

U16-18 
Upper Canada Mall, Gold
4 E. Balkovec 2, A. de
Roos, M. Smith. 
Upper Canada Mall, Silver
4 C. Arias, F. De Buona, R.
Jowharian

AURORA YOUTH 
SOCCER CLUB RESULTS

Results June 24 - June 28, 2013

The scores are sponsored by:

Scores compiled 
by Virginia

By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Stingers U9 A soccer team has been 
recognized as the latest winner of  the BMO Team of  the 
Week for their extensive charitable work in the community.

The prize is $500 for a team party and $500 for their charity 
of  choice. However, head coach George Georgiopoulos said 
the team will be donating their party money to a young 
man in the community who has leukemia.

“There’s a little boy named Carter Swedlo with leukemia, 
we’ve ‘adopted’ him into our family, meaning we’ve invited 
him and his family to be a part of  our team, and we are 
dedicating our summer to him,” said Georgiopoulos. “We 
invited him and his family out to watch a Toronto FC game 
and met a few players and got some autographs. We have 
his initials on our shirts. We keep in close touch with him.”

He also said that the team has not yet decided which 
charity will receive the other $500.

Since the soccer season began, the team has been 
organizing events and drumming up interest for a variety 
of  different causes including donating clothes, toys and 
baby necessities to a family in Newmarket, raising $1,000 
for the Heart and Stroke Foundation through a 1K run 
and also frequently visiting and spending time with their 
friend Carter.

Coach Georgiopoulos said he is very proud of  his team 
for their hard work and dedication.

“In life you don’t always get rewarded for the efforts you 
put in, so it was really good that this team was rewarded 
for all their community efforts,” he said. “Every team that 
I coach, I always tell the parents that my goal is to create 
good soccer players, but great citizens of  their community.”

BMO Team of  the Week recognizes youth soccer teams 
(age 7-12) across Canada that demonstrate team pride, 
spirit, community commitment and passion for the game.

With winning Team of  the Week, the Aurora Stingers 
U9 A team is now up for consideration to become the 2013 
BMO Team of  the Week Champion, which comes with an 
award of  $125,000 for local field refurbishment and a road 
trip to a Toronto FC, Vancouver Whitecaps FC, Montreal 
Impact or Canadian National Team home game.

So far, 11 teams have been recognized as Team of  the 
Week, leaving four more spots for a total of  15 throughout 
the summer.

The champion will be determined by the Canadian 
public through daily online voting at BMOsoccer.com from 
August 5-19 for the team they feel is most deserving of  the 
award.

“This is a remarkable group of  young girls, led by a 
truly dedicated coach,” said Lily Capriotti, district vice 
president, GTA Central, BMO Bank of  Montreal. “Not 
only do they work hard on the field, these girls spread their 
positive spirit throughout the community by going above 
and beyond in their charitable initiatives.”

Added Georgiopoulos: “They’re only nine years old, so 
there have been a lot of  life lessons for them and as a coach 
I think that is much bigger than soccer.”

The Aurora U9 Girls are not the only local team in the 
running for BMO’s Team of  the Week. The Stingers U9 Boys 
are also looking for a piece of  the action. For more on the 
boys, visit www.bmosoccer.com, and search “Aurora” in the 
Find a Team Option, and check back in next week’s edition 
of  The Auroran.

Stinger Girls named 
BMO’s Team of the Week

No purchase necessary. Open to legal residents of Canada that have reached the age of majority and are a coach or representative of, or a parent or legal guardian of a player on, a Canadian youth (ages 7-12) soccer team registered with a soccer club or school board. Entrants are responsible for ensuring that permission 
has been obtained from the parents and/or legal guardians of all team members depicted in entry materials. Multiple entries for the same team are not permitted. Contest submission opens at 9:00 a.m. ET on April 1, 2013 and closes at 12:00 p.m. ET on July 12, 2013. All eligible entries will be posted on BMOsoccer.
com and visitors to the site may register to vote. Limit of one (1) vote per person per day. Voting Period is between August 5, 2013 and August 19, 2013. PRIZES: one (1) Grand Prize (ARV: $155,000 CDN, incl. $5,000 charitable donation); fifteen (15) “Goalkeeper” Prizes (ARV: $2,000 CDN each, including a $500 
charitable donation); two (2) “Striker” Prizes (ARV: $2,400 CDN each); and seventy-five (75) Early Bird Prizes (for each of the first seventy-five (75) eligible entries - ARV: $400 CDN each). Voters are eligible to win one (1) of fifteen (15) TOTW Fan Prizes (The approximate value of AIR MILES reward miles prize depends on 
the chosen method of redemption and available reward options at the time of redemption.). Correctly answered skill-testing question required for Early Bird Prizes, “Striker” Prizes, “TOTW Fan” Prizes and the Grand Prize. Online entry, odds of winning each prize and full contest rules are available at BMOsoccer.com. 
® Registered trademarks of Bank of Montreal.

Support your team 
with a vote.
Congratulations Girls U9 Aurora Stingers of Aurora, ON for being 
named BMO® Team of the Week. Vote for this team online between 
August 5-19 to be named BMO Team of the Week 2013 Champion!

If they have the most votes, their community will receive 
$125,000 towards refurbishing their local soccer field, a $5,000 
donation to any Canadian charity and a trip to watch a Canadian 
Major League Soccer or a Canadian National Team home match.

Vote at BMOsoccer.com

@BMOSoccer
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for Life!
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Jays back on track after loss to Orillia
By Jeff Doner

After being humbled by the Orillia Majors last 
Tuesday in a 15 – 5 loss that snapped their eight game 
winning streak, the Jays quickly regrouped and 
finished the week with two wins to get them back on 
track.

Jays’ Mike Keon, who has been swinging a hot bat as 
of  late, was pleased that his team was able to shake off  
the loss to Orillia right away.

“Orillia kind of  came in and showed us that they 
are for real this year,” he said. “They’ve got a deep 
team that can hit really well, so it was important to get 
over that, move on and make sure that we came back 
and beat the Bolton Dodgers and again today against 
Nobleton.”

The score against Orillia might look a little worse 
than how the game went, as the Jays got into trouble 
early in the game giving up a grand slam to put them 
down 4 – 0 in the first inning.

Chris Leslie started for the Jays, but was relieved by 
Brent Owen for the fourth inning with the Jays down 
6 – 3.

At one point, a rally didn’t seem impossible with Ted 
Beadle hitting a two-run homer in the bottom of  the 
fourth to put the Jays within one run of  tying the game.

Before the Jays could enjoy the comeback, Orillia 
responded in a big way scoring nine unanswered runs 
to serve the Jays a humbling 15 – 5 loss.

The Jays, however, weren’t going to let the losing 
feeling linger and were able to right the ship the next 
night against the Bolton Dodgers in an 8 – 2 win.

Ian Milne had a stellar outing, pitching a complete 
game allowing only two runs and fanning four.

Ted Beadle and Chris Fafalios led the offence with 
four hits between them, including a triple for Fafalios.

The Jays came out hard in the first inning, with 
three runs and were held quiet by Dodgers pitcher 
Shawn English until scoring five more runs in the sixth 
and seventh innings for an 8 – 2 win.

On Saturday,  the Jays visited the struggling 
Nobleton Cornhuskers who are in their first season as 
part of  the North Dufferin Baseball League.

Ian Rettie came off  the disabled list after being off  
for two months with a broken wrist bone and pitched a 
gem for the Jays.

“Any time you can step out on the field feels good,” 

Rettie said. “I got lucky because it happened to my 
catching hand and not my pitching hand, so pitching 
is not a problem, but I’m still having a little trouble 
swinging the bat. At least I can go out and catch and 
pitch.”

Keon said it was great to see one of  the team’s top 
pitchers back on the mound.

“It’s a big boost to have Rettie back,” he said “He’s 
been one of  our most consistent pitchers over the last 
few years, so it’s a big boost to get him back, especially 
with the amount of  rain-outs and the makeup games 
that we’re going to be playing in the last four weeks of  
the season.”

The Jays started off  the scoring in the top of  the 
second to take a 2 – 0 lead on the Cornhuskers.

They would add another in top of  the third, but 
Cornhuskers’ bats woke up in the bottom half  of  the 
inning, loading the bases with one out. 

Down 3 – 1 with two out, Cornhusker Steve Scobie 
hit a double to drive in another run to pull Nobleton 
within one, but it was all they could manage as the Jays 
defense forced Nobleton to leave two men stranded on 
the bases to end the inning.

Hot hitting Jay Ted Beadle hit his fourth home run 
of  the season and second in the past week to make it 
5 – 2 in the top of  fourth.

“I’m feeling good, because I started off  the year 
pretty crappy, so it’s nice to be going up and hitting the 
ball,” Beadle said.

The Cornhuskers made the Jays sweat a little in the 
bottom of  the sixth as Nobleton scored another run 
with two men on base. However, once again, the Jays 
limited the damage to keep the score at 5 – 3.

Feeling threatened, the Jays took it personal and 
came out swinging hard for a hit parade in the seventh, 
scoring four runs en route to a 9 – 3 win.

Beadle said the Jays will need more of  the same to 
stay successful heading into the stretch and credited 
the pitching staff  for much of  the team’s success.

“The pitchers are throwing strikes and I think we 
had a lot of  walks earlier in the week, especially against 
Orillia [seven in total], so now we’ve been throwing 
strikes and getting the defense involved and it’s much 
better.”

This week the Jays will attempt to keep the 
momentum going with games against the Creemore 
Braves and a rematch with Nobleton.

Blue Jay Kevin Buck takes a pitch against the Orillia 
Majors last week. It was a rough outing for the Jays 
losing 15 - 5, which also snapping their eight game 
winning streak. However, the Jays would recover and 
finish the week with consecutive wins over the Bolton 
Dodgers and Nobleton Cornhuskers.

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

On Friday, July 5, the U-17 boys team of 
the Paradise Soccer Club of Barbados will 
be playing at St. Maximilian Kolbe Field in  
Aurora at 7 p.m. This team is on tour in  
Canada and will be stopping in Aurora  
because of the close relationship between 
Sport Aurora and the Barbados Sponsors. 
The team will be playing against Markham 
Lightning. The Barbados Ambassadors, a 
local group of Barbados supporters will 
be in support of the visitors. The public is  
encouraged to attend.
Pictured left, the winners of the “I’m Going 
to Barbados” Raffle held by Sport Aurora 
at Lambert Willson Park, in conjunction 
with Sport Aurora. Dave Giroux [President, 
AMBA] and Deborah Millington [Barbados 
Tourism Authority] were present for the 
draw and are shown congratulating Cindy 
Campoli and her son, Jake.

Submitted photo
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Arts & Culture

Haddock Fish 
& Chips 
& Bottle of Pop 

7$ 99

905-727-9996126 WELLINGTON ST. WEST (JUST WEST OF YONGE) AUROA  •

M-TH  11-8 • F  11-8.30
SAT  11-8 

• SUN - Gone Fishing!

Halibut Fish 
& Chips with a 7$ 991/2 price 

*Buy 1 get 2nd 

Tuesday Everyday SeniorsHaddock Fish & Chips 

Special
*limited time offer, valid until December 31, 2013

*any day, 
anytime 

with this ad!
*cannot be combined with any other specials

FREE Pop 

Special

no substitutions available–  

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

“Keeping your dreams...safe!”

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Steralization Units

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Construction & Design
GREENCITY Our quality work 

speaks for itself.

130 Hollidge Blvd., AURORA (off Bayview) Unit B-12, L4G 8A3

We can help. 
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Tradition meets science at Southlake celebration
By Brock Weir

Southlake Regional 
Health Centre is not 
necessarily the first 
place one thinks of  when 
considering the holistic 
and spiritual health 
offered by Canada’s first 
nations.

But traditional 
medicine and healing 
came together with 
scientific innovation 
last week in Southlake’s 
inaugural Aboriginal 
Culture Awareness 
Celebration at Southlake. 
It was a day of  traditional 
healing in a very modern 
setting as First Nations 
elders held a series of  
programs throughout 
the day for staff  and 
patients at the hospital. 
Focusing on First Nations 
performing, visual, 

literary, and culinary 
arts, it was a chance to 
explore how Aboriginal 
culture and traditions 
can impact hospital 
experiences, particularly 
at times of  birth and 
death. 

“I fully understand the 
healing circles that go 
on in our culture,” said 
hospital board member 
Cathy Proudfoot, herself  
a Cree woman.

“At Southlake we 
talk about wellness and 
healing,” added Dr. Dave 
Williams, President and 
CEO of  the Hospital. 
“Spirituality is such an 
incredibly important 
element of  healing. Art 
is such an incredibly 
important element 
of  healing and we’re 
so proud to be able to 
celebrate First Nations 

culture at Southlake when 
we have our art program 
and raising awareness 
of  the importance of  
spirituality and healing.”

Leading the 
programing were Suzanne 
Smoke, a member of  the 
Alderville First Nation, 
the Mississaugas of  
Rice Lake who sits with 
the Bear and Medicine 
clans, and is a leading 
driver of  the Georgina 
Arts community, and her 
stepson Jake Charles, who 
sang a song of  welcome.

Mr. Charles led a 
lesson on the drum circle, 
explaining how they 
helped transform his life. 
Growing up, he wanted 
a stronger traditional 
name like “Running 
Bear” or “Killing Wolf”, 
but traditions through 
drum circles helped him 
accept who he was and 
the importance of  such 
traditions.

“A drum brings out 
a lot of  feelings,” he 
said. “When I sing I feel 
good and proud and it 
helps me deal with a lot 
of  emotion, be it anger, 
shame, nervousness, or 
anything I have to deal 
with that day.”

With the drums, 
however, come a lot of  
responsibility. Such was 
the responsibility that 
during his youth he 
tried to give them away 
many times. Drumming, 
singing, dancing, and 
other forms of  self  and 
spiritual expression 
were frowned upon into 
the 1960s, he recounts, 
explaining to the 

audience about the effects 
of  residential schools on 
the native population and 
culture. 

“This kind of  thing was 
taken away and left our 
community in quite a bit 
of  disarray and pain,” he 
said, noting community 
elders and visions, put 
him back on the spiritual 
path, becoming a leader 
in his own community. 

“This drum has to be 
given water, you have to 
talk to that drum. There 
is spirit in that drum and 
it is alive. We take care of  
it with very high respect. 
Sometimes the eagle gets 
a hold of  you when you’re 
holding items like this 
and sometimes the spirit 
will knock you down a 
notch to keep you humble. 
There are many teachings 
in this drum. We pick up 
these sticks instead of  
our war clubs and we sing 
together on these.”

Aurora author looks for Canada’s stories
By Brock Weir

Most people in this 
country recognize how 
lucky we are to be Canadian, 
according to Janet Matthews.

It is clear on first sight 
that Ms. Matthews is one 
of  those people. Dressed 
from head to toe in red and 
white, she has come to know 
her way around the Great 
Canadian Stories over the 
past 10 years.

Indeed, for Ms. Matthews, 
finding these quintessential 
Canadian stories has 
become something of  a way 
of  life as the “Chicken Soup 
Lady.” Having co-authored 
Chicken Soup for the 
Canadian Soul over 10 years 
ago, Ms. Matthews is back at 
it again, this time combing 
works and submissions 
from established authors 
from across the country for 
Chicken Soup for the Soul’s 

“O Canada: The Wonders of  
Winter.”

The latest volume in the 
popular anthology series 
focuses on “101 Stories about 
Bad Weather, Good Times, 
and Great Sports.”

“Our Canadian stories 
are defined in a lot of  
different ways,” she says. 
“We have a lot of  stories 
about our heritage, stories 
about our history, about our 
heroes, and we have stories 
that occur in everyday life,” 
she says. “We explore love, 
we build our family, we build 
our community and these 
are our stories. Canadians 
love this country, they love 
the physical country, we 
love our cities and our small 
urban communities, and we 
love our traditions.”

These points were 
brought home to Ms. 
Matthews as she criss-
crossed Canada after her 

first book was completed in 
2002. Over the years, and in 
her previous efforts, she was 
astounded by the nearly 6,000 
stories that were submitted 
for the first Canadian book 
of  the series. These included 
the story of  Craig Keilburger, 
the renowned Canadian 
philanthropist, who started 
his journey at a very young 
age hearing about the plight 
of  working children in 
impoverished conditions. 
Then there was the story of  
Ryan Hreljac who, at the age 
of  six, took it upon himself  
to spearhead efforts to drill 
a well in an African village 
with no source of  potable 
water. 

“We learn as our 
awareness grows how 
fortunate we are as 
Canadians,” she says. “I 
became extraordinarily 
grateful [over the journey]. 
I’m a big flag-waver and I 

love going out in my red and 
white.”

Ms. Matthews is a native 
of  Toronto. Starting work as 
the photo editor for fashion 
lines and catalogues for 
Eatons and The Bay, she 
eventually left that industry. 
When it was time for that 
phase in her career to wrap 
up, she was looking for 
options. 

An acquaintance of  Jack 
Canfield, founder of  the book 
series, she was invited to co-
author the first Canadian 
title, working with authors 
to hone their stories.

A lot of  the book is 
production work, something 
she found by chance was 
right up her alley and, truth 
be told, not all that much 
different from her previous 
line of  work, she notes. 
Learning by the seat of  her 
red skirt, she found she was 
actually quite good at it.

“I developed a whole 
new career path because 
I passionately love it,” she 
says. “I learned that life 

continues to provide us 
with new opportunities to 
re-invent ourselves. I had no 

Continued on page 19

Jake Charles lead a drum circle at Southlake Regional 
Health Centre on Thursday morning, the first “cultural 
awareness celebration”.     Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Aurora’s Janet Matthews is authoring her second  
installment in the Chicken Soup for the Soul book  
series, this one focusing on the joys and woes of the 
Canadian winter.                      Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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3 Day Bash for Canada Day!

(1)    10 Cent Pistol won the Battle of 
the Bands on Saturday. (2) Kids flocked 
to the Aurora Community Centre that 
evening for the MuchMusic Video 
Dance Party, featuring Tyler Shaw and 
the Oducado Twins, Jasmine and Gen-
evieve. (3) Sean Graham from Mimi 
Cry. (4 & 6) Peter Cardillo, 12, and Ian 
MacPherson, 10, formed the band Trixt 
with 12-year-old Charlotte McMunn. 
(5) The Instagram Booth was popu-
lar throughout the day. (7 & 8) Music 
kicked off Sunday in Town Park with 
“150 Guitars for 150 Years” featuring 
a variety of local musicians including 
Patty McLaughlin and Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe. (9) Before taking to the stage 
before a packed park for Dance in the 
Park hosted by the Aurora Rotary Club 
and Aurora 150, Lighthouse stopped 
to meet with members of both groups 
during their sound check. (10) At the 
following day’s celebrations, Aurora’s 
official Sesquicentennial Tree was un-
veiled by the Aurora Community Arbo-
retum at Lambert Willson Park. Joining 
Arboretum chair Irene Clement for the 
dedication were Robert, grandson of 
Lambert Willson, and Mayor Dawe. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Britney Chow and Shelley Chidlow  of the Women’s 
Centre of York Region are selling Hoedown event and 
raffle tickets in the community.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Improving financial literacy 
for women – one ticket at a time

Canada Day 2013

(11) The Royal Canadian Legion’s colour party, led by Ken White, 
leant the Canada Day Parade a bit of pomp. (12) As did band mem-
bers from the Governor General’s Horse Guards. (13) Young talent 
from Marquee Theatrical Productions got into the spirit of the oc-
casion, (14) the tone for which was set by Town Crier John Webster 
and his wife, Mary. (15) Caribbean dancers got people up on their 
feet, metres ahead of the York Lions Steel Drum float. (16) Every age 
group was well represented in the parade, including (17) the Auro-
ra Youth Soccer Club, whose U9 girls won the coveted BMO’s Team 
of the Week just in time for Canada Day. (18) Coming off the huge 
success of the previous evening’s Concert in the Park, the Town and 
Aurora Rotary Club pooled their efforts into a float featuring Mayor 
Dawe, Councillor Evelyn Buck, Councillors Michael Thompson, San-
dra Humfryes and John Abel (obscured), former councillor Grace 
Marsh and Aurora 150 members Tim Jones, Greg Smith, Stewart 
MacLaren, Brian North, Alison Collins-Mrakas, and Lindsey McGuire. 
(19) The party continued throughout the day at Lambert Willson 
Park with activities including Birds of Prey and Aurora Teen Idol.

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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By Brock Weir

Local women – at risk, or otherwise – could soon have 
the tools to become more money wise, thanks to the 
Women’s Centre of  York Region, Yellow Brick House, and 
one of  the Region’s largest parties.

Both organizations, which provide similar services 
throughout York Region, are dedicating their share  of  
ticket proceeds from Magna’s Wild, Wild West Hoedown 
this year to ensuring the financial literacy of  local women. 
The WCYR aims to “help more women participate in the 
local economy” through literacy programs in many more 
locations than they have been able to do previously. These 
programs will focus on “building their financial skills” 
to equip them to participate in the Centre’s career, self-
employment and microfinance programs.

Yellow Brick House, the women’s shelter in Aurora, 
is following a similar track, partly inspired by their 
recent expansion to a second shelter in York Region’s 
southern tier. The bulk of  their share of  Hoedown funds 
will be dedicated to their “Empowerment and Economic 
Prosperity for Young Immigrant Women” program, 
focusing on York Region’s women and girls, who come 
here from South Asia. In addition to building financial 
literacy, the program will also address racism, “negative 
family dynamics”, and building self-esteem.

Wading into the area of  financial literacy is a “fairly 
new” step for the WCYR, says director Shelley Chidlow.

“It is a series of  sessions designed to have women 
have a closer look at their money and just learn a little 
bit more how to better manage it, help stretch it out and 
go a little further,” she says. “The financial piece comes 
into everything, whether it is someone who is trying to 
find a new job, or someone who needs a little bit more 
confidence or self-esteem, someone who is looking to 
look after their children – finance always comes into it, if  
they could just do a little bit more with their money. The 
program is to help women get smarter with their money.”

The need for such programs stems from many 
conversations women using their services have held 
with counsellors and program coordinators. Time and 
time again, they heard the same refrain that women 
wished they had more knowledge about what to do with 
their money, how to stretch it, and make their money go 
further. 

Building on their needs, they have established a 
program focusing on credit and debt management, 
savings, saving and investing money to further the 
children’s education, how to get by with a minimum 
wage job, skills upgrading to find a better place in the 
workforce, and making do with what you have.

“We have waiting lists of  people showing up for our 
sessions,” says Ms. Chidlow,” noting they want to expand 
across York Region to meet demand. 

“Many women are trying to get back into the workforce 
and there aren’t a lot of  employment opportunities for 
them and a lot of  them need to get some upgrading or 
some extra assistance and they need financial help and 
we’re trying to do that.”

Yellow Brick House provides many services and 
supports to abused women and children, including 
emergency shelter beds, and assistance to help them get 
back on their feet. Once they’re ready to leave, women 
are connected to a community counsellor to help them 
establish independent lives and re-integrate into the 
community. But, as they expand their services southward, 
they are finding more and more women, particularly from 
the South Asian community do not have the necessary 
knowledge of  the “financial components of  day to day 
living”, says Executive Director Loris Herrenda. 

“We are targeting that population to expand that 
knowledge and hopefully prevent financial abuse and 
control that happens in some of  these families,” she says. 
“Our outreach services have expanded in that particular 
area with a focus on specific population groups, so we 
would also like to do the same thing with the Iranian and 
Russian-speaking population because they do comprise a 
big part of  the population in the southern part.”

Both women say they believe there are misconceptions 
in the community about the services they provide, with 
many people believing they are simply a shelter. That 
is not true and, through collaboration, they hope to 
challenge these misconceptions.
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PLACE OF WORSHIP

SERVICES

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket since 1996

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Saturday at 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300 ext. 102       Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

THE AURORAN

JEWELLERY REPAIRS
ONE COUPON PER VISIT PRESENT WITH INCOMING ORDER FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY

ONE COUPON PER VISIT PRESENT WITH INCOMING ORDER FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY

ONE COUPON PER VISIT PRESENT WITH INCOMING ORDER FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY

5 
10 
$ OFF

% 

AnY JEWELLERY 
REPAIRS  

from $35 to $50

from $50 and overOFF
AnY JEWELLERY 

REPAIRS 

“nO HST” On AnY “SALE” 
GOLD & SILVER 

JEWELLERY In THE STORE 

FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY 130 HOLLIDGE BLVD. UNIT C7

905.503.7555
fredjakob@outlook.com  •  www.fredjakob.com
GOLDSMITH DESIGNER

AFFORDABLE
Free list w/pics of available 

properties in your specific price 
range and area.

www.ListingSearch.ca
Andrew Fogliato - Sales Representative with RE/MAX York Group Realty 

Inc.,Brokerage. 15004 Yonge Street, Aurora, ON.L4G1M6 *Not intended to 
solicit those already under contract.

50S, 60S, 70S FURNITURE FOR SALE – matched 
French provincial love seats, chair, Queen Anne-style 
sofa, chairs, carved mirror with matching sconces, 
pine open dough box, Beattie wash stand, floral chaise 
lounge, matching end tables and vanity with marble 
tops, woven kitchen chairs with matching glass/teak 
table, maple Queen Anne-style sideboard in great con-
dition with mahogany inlay, and pair of  golden woven 
tweed bucket chairs. Call 905-727-6497.

FOR RENT FOR SALE

CAREER

ESTATE SALE

ONE OF NORTH 
AMERICA’S LARG-
EST financial services 
companies is rapidly 
expanding in this area. 
If  you desire a dynam-
ic career with excellent  
income potential, call 
Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
4767.

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT  2 Bedroom up-
per, century house, cen-
tral, on park, hydro, 
heat, parking inclu-
sive.  $1000/mo. Sept. 1. 
905-727-4501.

   Over the past 35 years Aurora Overhead Door has established a solid 
   reputation as the leading supplier of  garage doors and accessories in York Re-
gion. 
   We are currently expanding and require an additional 

SALES REPRESEnTATIVE. 
The successful candidate should be a self-motivated, team player, with mechanical aptitude and have a  

related background in door or construction sales. We offer an excellent remuneration and benefit package.
 Please call Ian at 905-727-1382 for further information. 

All applications will be treated with strictest confidence

Coming Events
SATURDAY, JULY 6

Interactive Puppet Show at 
Hillary House: Join historical 
interpreter Wendy Gale for 
a special performance of  
The Steadfast Tin Soldier by 
Hans Christian Anderson. 
The story is universal and the 
young and young at heart will 
enjoy the retelling of  a pretty 
ballerina, a lovesick soldier, 
and most exciting of  all...a 
horrible goblin! Be sure to stay 
and make your own puppet 
after the show. Performances 
begin at 10.30 a.m., free 
with admission. For more: 
aurorahistoricalsociety.ca.

JULY 6 – 9
Join the fight against 

cancer July 6 – 9 from 10 a.m. 
to 3.30 p.m. with a bake sale, 
drinks, face painting, raffle, 
t-shirt designs and more. 
Location: 268 Zokol Drive.

SUNDAY, JULY 7
Garden Aurora! The 

Aurora Garden and 
Horticultural Society 
presents its annual tour 
of  seven beautiful local 
gardens. The owners of  these 
private paradises will be in 
attendance to answer all your 
questions. This is a self-guided 
tour, rain or shine and not to 
be missed.  Tickets are $10 at 
Art of  the Matter, Blackforest 
Garden Centre, Caruso & 
Co., Flowers by Terry and 
the Aurora Farmers Market 
June 22, June 29 and July 6. 
More information at www.
gardenaurora.com or 905 727 
5926.

JULY 8 – 22
Registration is now open 

for CAMP EYR (Epilepsy 
York Region). The inaugural 
day camp for children with 

epilepsy ages 6 – 12 and their 
siblings and friends will 
operate out of  Richmond 
Hill’s Loyal True Blue and 
Orange Home Monday 
through Thursday for two 
weeks starting July 8. Camp 
EYR is about more than just 
arts and crafts and simple 
nature walks. $50/week for 
EYR members and $100/week 
for non-members. For more 
information, contact 905-508-
5404.

JULY 11 - 14
York Regional Police will 

host the 2013 Special Olympics 
Provincial Summer Games. 
More than 500 athletes will 
attend participating in 
athletics, soccer, softball, 
rhythmic gymnastics and 
golf. For more information 
on Special Olympics Ontario 
Events, contact Inspector 

Maria Ahrens at 1-866-876-5423 
x6710.

SUNDAY, JULY 18
Artist’s Panel: Art at the 

Manor Revealed: Free event! 7 
p.m. at Hillary House.  Aurora 
Historical Society Curator/
Manager Catherine Richards 
will moderate a discussion 
with the artists from the Art 
at the Manor 2013 exhibit.  
Hear about the experience 
of  working with medical 
artefacts to inspire their work, 
the stories behind the original 
artwork created for the 
exhibit, and more.  Join the 
question and answer period 
after the discussion!  More 
info: aurorahistoricalsociety.
ca    

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24
Garden Aurora! The 

Aurora Garden and 
Horticultural Society invites 

you to hear Oliver Couto, 
Beekeeper, speak about the 
importance of  honeybees to 
human survival. “All About 
Honeybees” is presented at 
the Royal Canadian Legion, 
105 Industrial Parkway North 
at 8 p.m.

JULY 27 – 28
Music will be in the air at 

Town Park with the Celebrate 
Aurora Music Festival. 
Festivities will get underway 
Saturday with a showcase 
of  new and established local 
talent on the main stage, a 
“So you Think Aurora Can 
Dance?” youth competition 
with “So You Think You Can 
Dance Canada” finalist Miles 
Faber, and “Aurora’s Got The 
Voice”, a search for young 
singers hosted by Canadian 
Idol’s Farley Flex, and an 
attempt to set the record for 

the world’s largest Harlem 
Shake. For more information, 
visit www.habachat.com/
auroramusicfest2013.

AUGUST 12 – 15
The Canadian Red Cross 

celebrates a Week of  Youth 
– Youth Imagining, Creating 
& Inspiring Change. Are you 
between the age of  14-30 and 
looking for ways to make an 
impact in the local and global 
community? Join us for a 
week of  workshops where 
you will have the opportunity 
to take action through the 
Canadian Red Cross and be 
a youth that inspires change! 
Space is limited. Register 
early. A one year commitment 
of  5 – 10 hours volunteering 
per month with the Red 
Cross is required. For more 
information, call Lynda at 905-
830-2565. 

• GRASS  CUTTING   
• GARDENS 
• EAVESTROUGH   
• WINDOW WASHING 
• YARD CLEAN-UP 
• POWER WASHING

AURORA 

MIKE: 905 252 8294

ML   LAnDSCAPE

HIRING REAL ESTATE 
ASSISTANCE. Flexible 
hours. Work from your 
home. Cold call, lead gen-
eration, computer, sales 
skills necessary. Call: 647-
895-6355.

AURORA 
FRI 5TH JULY 2-7PM. 
Sat 6th July 10am-2pm. 
Willow Farm 15900 Yonge 
St @ St John’s SR. Packed 
5,000 sqft Historical home. 
Quality furnishings &  
Accessories (in/outdoors) 
Unusual horse related 
items. www.TheGreatEs-
tateSale.com.

AURORAN 
CLASIFIEDS 
905-727-3300

     The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email Zach at zach@auroran.com

Carrier Delivery! 
 

Kids...looking to make some 
Extra Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch is that it will be employing the youngsters of Aurora in delivering our paper. The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora.
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AT YOUR SERVICE

Tree Services

Call Tony for a free estimate:

Schomberg Community
Servicing the surrounding areas:

Call Tony for a free estimate:  (647) 889-2852 or (905) 939-7278

• from one branch to entire tree
• complete removal  • stump grinding • Best Rates
• multiple tree removal • high risk
• diseased trees • storm damaged tree removal

Simply the best!
Will beat any 

written quotation.
FULLY INSURED – CONSUMERS’ FIRST CHOICE

A directory of who does what in your community

CREMATION

CONTRACTER

CLEANERS

AUTO GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTAL

ECO-FRIENDLY LAWN CARE

MOVING

MEMORIAL

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

POWERWASH PAINTER

TREE CARE

PHARMACY
GLASS

STONE

WATER

GARAGE DOOR OPENER

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

• Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
• Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
• Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

BE THERE 
WHEN YOUR  

SERVICES ARE 
NEEDED. 

ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPOT.

CALL: 905-727-3300

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

49$From *
NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK
INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

905-713-6420 • 15296 Yonge St. 
(NW side of Wellington)

RUST PROTECTION
79$ *99

www.transitauto.ca

• Call for details

• Call for details• Call for details

130 Hollidge Blvd., Suite B4, 
Aurora, Ontario

Hollidge Medical Centre 
Next door in Unit B6

905-841-5554
Compounding of 
Bio-Identical Hormone

IDA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

905-750-0008 Under New Management

Lowest Dispensing Fee In Town

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid  for your next airport or 
downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00. 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com    Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

THIS COULD BE 
YOUR SPOT 

Advertise Your 
Business Here
905-727-3300

• Basement • Bathroom • Kitchen

RENOVATION COMPANYLocal 
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE “Wide range of 

interior renovation”

Call Elio 416-882-7403
• Flooring • Doors & Trim • Additions 905-888-9500 

auroralandscape@gmail.com

Design•Patios•Decks•Cabanas

Your trusted source for custom glass 
showers, glass table tops and mirrors 

for over 50 years!

UPPER CANADA GLASS

905-773-5203 • shop@uppercanadaglass.ca
13110 Yonge Street, Oak Ridges, Ontario

SHOWROOM • 16650 Jane Street-King City

Granite • Quartz • Marble

For FREE no obligation quote, email rough sketch to: info@diamondperfectstone.com

905-503-2222
www.dpscountertops.com KEEP THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE UNDERMOUNT SINK

FIREPLACES • TABLES
THRESHOLDS • SHOWER JAMS

We Fabricate and Install

COUNTERTOPS

oec.
grounds care

Emission Free Lawn Care

ecogroundscare.com

100% Battery powered equipment

1-855-326-4763
locally owned franchise

1-855-ECO-GRND

ecogroundscare.com 1-855-326-4763 X 222

with mulchs, soils & plants

Let us help you create
your sustainable garden

we do all the work!

JOHN MALL PAINTING
Custom Painting From $2.50 per sq. ft.

Licenced & Insured 

Please call John 647-772-6026

Hundreds of satisfied customers 
2-year guarantee - FREE ESTIMATES 

905-727-138240 Industrial Pkwy S

Since 1978
Your full-service garage door 

and garage door opener experts 
serving York Region and surrounding areas!

Briefly

NO CHANGES TO REGIONAL COUNCIL

It will be status quo in the years ahead for how you are represented at Regional 
Council. Councillors at the Region of  York once again rejected proposals last week 
to add additional Regional representation for communities with only one rep, 
including Aurora and King. The vote came on Thursday. When Regional Council 
met in May, they voted in favour of  putting the municipalities’ requests for further 
consideration this month but when that time came the idea failed to gain traction 
by a slim margin. Their “ask” was simple – requesting Ontario’s Ministry of  
Municipal Affairs and Housing to add additional seats for select municipalities. The 
Region endorsed the same request from Vaughan last month. Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
was a proponent for Aurora’s bid for further representation, although he felt in lieu 
of  an additional seat, the ability to appoint a deputy to attend Regional events he 
is unable to would be an adequate solution. Aurora Council endorsed the bid for 
further representation this spring.

idea I had this other thing in 
me. Sometimes the universe, 
if  you’re open, paying 
attention, and willing it will 
deliver to you what you need. 
When the opportunity came, 
I just said yes.”

Going with the flow and 
picking up this opportunity 
has also afforded Ms. 
Matthews, who moved to 
Aurora in the early 2000s, a 
chance to carve out a niche 
as an inspirational speaker. 
She focuses on the positives 
in life, and enjoys working 

with other people. While 
she says she has a number 
of  books inside her focusing 
on personal and spiritual 
growth, right now she is 
focused on bringing out the 
authors in all of  us. 

“We want to see stories 
about facing adversity, 
overcoming obstacles, 
community, family, and 
making a difference, but 
told in the environment 
of  winter,” she says of  her 
latest book. “It could be 
about hockey, it could be 
about Christmas, and it 
could be about surviving a 

snowstorm, an ice storm, or 
any of  these things.  There 
has to be a moment of  
inspiration, a moment where 
your heart opens up and you 
realise something that you 
can use in your own life. 

“Or maybe it is a moment 
of  laughter where you read, 
‘Oh, my god!’ I know what 
that’s about. There has to be 
a moment of  being touched.”

If  you have a story 
you think fits the bill, 
submissions are being 
received by Ms. Matthews 
through July at www.
janetmatthews.ca. 

From page 15

Submissions being accepted through July
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DANIELS’ NEWEST FULLY-BUILT COMMUNITY

NOW ON SALE IN AURORA

TOUR 
OUR MODEL

HOMES!

30, 60
& 90 DAY 

MOVE-ins!

5 FREE
APPLIANCES

Buy with 

5%
DOWN 

$5,000*
TOWNHOME

BONUS
         INCENTIVE

ASK 
ABOUT OUR

· Three Bedroom Condominium Townhomes · Three and Four Bedroom Freehold Semi-Detached Homes

· Located at the southeast corner of St. John’s Sideroad and Bayview Avenue in Aurora

· Close to retail, restaurants, parks, schools and highways 404 & 407 ETR

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY - VISIT US THIS WEEKEND!

 PRESENTATION CENTRE LOCATED AT:  140 Lewis Honey Dr. Aurora

MON. TO WED. 12PM - 8PM • THURS. & FRI. - CLOSED • WEEKENDS & HOLIDAYS 12PM - 6PM

GRAND OPENING EVENT
THIS WEEKEND 1-4PM

C O N D O  T O W N S  &  F R E E H O L D  S E M I S  F R O M  $ 3 8 9 , 9 0 0
ACTUAL MODEL PHOTOGRAPHY

DanielsLewisHoney.com

905.853.4443
Illlustrations are artist’s concept. Prices, programs and specifi cations are subject to change without notice. Brokers Protected. E.&O.E.  All brand names, logos, images, text and graphics are copyright of the owners, 

The Daniels Corporation, and reproduction in any form, without prior written permission, is strictly prohibited. *Limited time bonus offer only available on townhomes. May expire at any time.


