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“...passion, relationship skills and commitment to follow up are 
outstanding...Izzi is best in class & a committed professional...”  
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A PARTY 25 YEARS IN THE MAKING
Kids at Aurora’s Charles Darrow Co-Op mug for the camera as they lined up to get henna tattoos and their faces painted by resident artists. The festivities were a part of 
the community’s 25th anniversary celebrations and while it was a time of celebration, it was also a time to reflect on how the community has grown since its foundations 
were first built.                Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Celebration highlights progress, 
value of affordable housing

By Brock Weir

As children played and parents looked on with pride, residents of  Aurora’s Charles 
Darrow Co-Op took a moment to think about how far they have come over the last 25 
years.

Indeed, it was a time for celebration and reflection as the community came together 
to celebrate their silver anniversary with a special all-day street party on Saturday, 
featuring a barbecue, a zoo on wheels, special awards – and even a performance from 
“Silver Elvis.” 

For the people who have lived in the co-operative housing development since its 
inception, it was a day to show how the community has grown and how they have 
grown with it.

“25 years ago I was in Yellow Brick House, and while I was in Yellow Brick House, 
we, a group of  women, built the whole co-op,” said one resident. “I don’t think people 
realise the opportunity that moving in here offered me and other women. I was on 
subsidy and I had been on subsidy for years. Finally I got over that bump, have been 
with the Board of  Education and I just want people to take a moment to realise the 
opportunity and the privilege that we have living in a co-op.”

These opportunities and privileges were not lost on the women who helped throw 
the celebration. Lynda Urry-Wilson told The Auroran that the celebration meant a 
lot to her and was a reflection of  the residents looking after each other.

While local dignitaries, including Aurora Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, and former 
Ontario cabinet minister Charles Beer, who was the area’s MPP at the time when the 

Ron Wallace, the 
founder of The  
Auroran, former Coun-
cillor, and long-time 
community volunteer 
has been named Au-
rora’s Citizen of the 
Year. “Mr. Aurora”, as 
he is known in some 
quarters, received the 
honour from Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe at a  
ceremony at Town 
Hall on Tuesday eve-
ning. For more on Mr.  
Wallace’s honour, look 
in next week’s edition 
of The Auroran.

Auroran photo by 
David Falconer

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR!
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AURORA 150 FACT:

Image courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

Cousins Dairy

This photograph is of the Cousins Dairy carts located outside 
the dairy. The dairy was established in Aurora in 1927 and 
continued business until 1968 when they merged with 
Newmarket-based Glenville Farms Dairy.

CELEBRATE 
AURORA 150

Celebrate Aurora 150 on 
Canada Day weekend!

Join us for great events celebrating Canada Day and 
Aurora’s 150th birthday from June 29 to July 1:

Aurora150 Youth Music Extravaganza
Join us at the Aurora Community Centre on Saturday, 
June 29 from 4 p.m. to 11 p.m. for a MuchVideo Dance 
Party, along with a Showcase of the Bands and a live 
presentation by the 2012 Much Covers winner, Tyler 
Shaw. Proudly sponsored by State Farm.

Celebrate Canada – Dance in the Park
On Sunday, June 30 from 2 p.m. to 11 p.m., enjoy family 
activities, a licensed beer garden and local live talent at 
Town Park! Juno-award winning Canadian rock band 
LIGHTHOUSE will perform at 9 p.m.

Canada Day Parade and Celebrations
Celebrate Canada Day on Monday, July 1! The annual 
Canada Day Parade starts on Yonge Street at Orchard 
Heights Boulevard and travels south to Murray Drive. 
Later, join us for family activities at Lambert Willson Park 
and evening fireworks! Proudly sponsored by State Farm.

Sign the Town’s Memory Book

Share your stories and memories of Aurora by signing 
the Town’s memory book at the following locations:

• Aurora Public Library, 15145 Yonge Street
• Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way

The books will be placed in a time capsule at the end of 
the Aurora 150th birthday celebrations. Thank you!

Aurora Collects: Revealing 150 Years of our 
Shared History

From its modest beginnings as a small hamlet centred 
around Yonge Street and Wellington Street, The Town 
of Aurora has grown into a prosperous and diverse 
community. With each passing year, Aurora continues to 
evolve and change. Who remembers Ardill’s Department 
Store, Cousins Dairy, or Sisman Shoes? Did you know 
that Aurora has a pet cemetery? Do you remember when 
the first high school was built?  

A collaboration between the Aurora Historical Society, 
The Town of Aurora, community groups and individuals, 
Aurora Collects sheds light on the people, events and 
ever-changing landscapes that have shaped The Town 
of Aurora. Through a sampling of objects, photographs 
and documents collected throughout its history, visitors 
are invited on a shared journey from the distant to near 
past and are encouraged to remember and preserve their 
own community experiences by adding significant events 
to a visual timeline presented in the exhibition. Aurora 
Collects opens on Monday, July 1 at 1 p.m. as part 
of the Town’s 150th Anniversary Celebrations in the 
Aurora Room at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Admission is 
free. Come remember, reflect, and share! The exhibit runs 
until Wednesday, November 6. 

 
 Aurora Public Library Events

Summer Reading Club
TD Summer Reading Club is back at the Aurora Public Library! Keep your children 
reading all summer with great incentives and fun! Children ages 12 years and 
under who are reading or being read to can sign up at the Aurora Public Library 
beginning Friday, June 21.

Feel the Moment Photography Exhibit
Greg King is well-known on the music and performing arts scene for capturing 
performers “in the moment.” For part of this new exhibit at the Aurora Public 
Library, King turns his lens onto the audience to record their reactions to the 
performers. This Exhibit takes place in the Colleen Abbott Gallery at the Aurora 
Public Library until Monday, August 19.

REMINDERS
Debris on Roads  
Homeowners constructing pools or undertaking other building projects are 
reminded to keep roads, sidewalks and rights-of-way (the Town-owned section of 
property bordering the road) free of construction debris. Keeping these areas free 
from bricks, timber, soil and other materials is essential to pedestrian and traffic 
safety. Construction permits do not allow storage of these materials anywhere 
except your property.

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw  
The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to outdoor water use. It is 
important that all residents and businesses observe the regulations, as they have 
been put into place to ensure a continued abundant water supply. Even/Odd 
watering restrictions are in effect. 

Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw
The Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw is in effect. All residents should be 
cleaning up debris on their property and keeping grass no longer than eight 
inches. Let’s keep Aurora looking beautiful! 

Fireworks Bylaw
The Town of Aurora has updated its Fireworks Bylaw #5373-11 (Sale and 
Display), which regulates the setting and sale of family and display fireworks. 
Family fireworks are low hazard fireworks generally used for recreation. Fireworks 
are permitted on Victoria Day, Canada Day and the day preceding these holidays 
from sunset to 11 p.m. For a full list of regulations under this bylaw, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/bylawservices 

For more information on these and other Town bylaws, please call 905-727-3123 
ext. 4240 or visit www.aurora.ca/bylawservices

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Red Light Cameras

Residents are advised that The Regional Municipality of York 
is installing 20 red light cameras at intersections across the 
region in an effort to reduce serious collisions. 

York Region is installing one of these cameras at Yonge Street 
and Wellington Street. 

For more information on the Region’s red light camera 
program, please visit www.york.ca

Seeking Citizen Members for The Town of 
Aurora’s Committee of Adjustment/Property 
Standards Committee  

Town of Aurora Council invites you to apply to participate 
as a citizen member of the Committee of Adjustment/
Property Standards Committee. Any members of the general 
public over the age of 18, residing in Aurora may apply. 
Applications in writing, whether by email to  
cjanzen@aurora.ca, mail, fax to 905-726-4732 or hand-
delivered, should be addressed to the Deputy Clerk, 
100 John West Way,  P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, Ontario 
L4G 6J1 and received prior to Wednesday, July 10.

What is the role of the Committee?
To find out more about this opportunity, for the terms of 
reference, meeting times or to pick-up an application form, 
please visit the Customer & Legislative Services department 
on the 2nd floor of Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way or 
the Town website at www.aurora.ca

For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 4217.

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Dinner and a Movie

The weekly Dinner and a Movie is CANCELLED for Saturday, 
June 29. For more information, please call 905-726-4760.

 

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Wednesday, June 26 7 p.m. Public Planning
Wednesday, June 26 7 p.m. Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee – Not required
Monday, July 8 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Thursday, July 11 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

Holiday Service Schedule
Canada Day Weekend

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be CLOSED on Monday, July 1 for Canada Day.  
Regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. will resume on Tuesday, July 2.

If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off box 24 hours a day 
outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in the boxes and remember to include your 
payment stub along with your payment. Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or 
through your bank’s online banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at www.paytickets.ca

The Aurora Public Library will be CLOSED  
on Monday, July 1. Regular business hours will 
resume on Tuesday, July 2.

For more information, please visit  
www.library.aurora.on.ca  
or call 905-727-9494.

LIBRARY
Waste collection scheduled for Monday, July 1 
is MOVED to Tuesday, July 2.

For information on waste collection in Aurora, 
please consult your 2013 Community and 
Waste Management Calendar.

WASTE COLLECTION

RECREATION CENTRES

As always, the Town will continue 
to provide essential and emergency 
services. 

For Town-related emergency situations, 
please call 905-727-1375 or  
905-727-3123 and follow  
the voice prompts. 

FOR ALL OTHER  
EMERGENCIES, 
CALL 9-1-1

EMERGENCY SERVICES

The Town of Aurora wishes you a safe and happy holiday!

MUNICIPAL OFFICE

Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex | 1400 Wellington Street East
Saturday, June 29 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, June 30 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday, July 1 CLOSED
 

Aurora Family Leisure Complex | 135 Industrial Parkway North
Saturday, June 29 7:45 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, June 30 7:45 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday, July 1 8 a.m to 4 p.m. (Facility) | 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Fitness Centre)
 

Please note, the arenas are CLOSED at both facilities on Monday, July 1. 
For swimming, skating and Club Aurora fitness schedules, please visit  
www.aurora.ca/holidayrecreation



THE AURORAN, Wednesday, June 26, 2013Page  2 THE AURORAN, Wednesday, June 26, 2013                  Page 3

CONCERTSCONCERTS
in the

Another exciting event brought to you by

PARKPARK

CONCERTS
PARKin the

Another exciting event brought to you by

* A nominal fee applies. Concerts are weather-permitting. We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Food donations for the local food 
pantry are greatly appreciated 

Charitable barbecue* by M&M Meat 
Shops and Poppers Popcorn on site!

Entertainment 
Sponsors:

Associate
Sponsors:

July 3 - Erick Traplin
A non-stop fun-� lled music show for children of
all ages! Dance, sing and break some bubbles with 
Erick to kick-off the summer.

July 10 - The Hip Kings
A high-energy night of jazz-rock and R&B
classics played by this great Canadian group.

July 17 - United Soul Nations
One of Toronto’s most versatile bands, United Soul 
Nations will “play that funky music” and pull you to 
your feet to dance the night away. Great
summer music to groove to!

July 24 - The Mud Men 
Fabulous celtic rock like you’ve never heard it
before! Join us for a great night of pipes, voice,
uitar and fun!

July 31 - Marshall Dane
Marshall’s music is an infectious blend of country
and rock which is set to blaze a trail right to your 
heart. Don’t miss this terri� c talent!

August 7 - Neu Jenarashun 
Celebrate Caribana in Aurora! For a night to party, 
come out to hear the irresistible rhythms of this hot 
soca group.

August 14 - Chuck Jackson and the All Stars
For a hot night of blues and early rock and roll, come 
out to hear legendary Canadian blues crooner, Chuck 
Jackson. Chuck is an award-winning singer and one of 
Canada’s most revered blues vocalists.

August 24 - A Tribute to Billy Joel
Close your eyes and you’re at a Billy Joel performance. 
A great night of “the piano man” music featuring 
Jeff Brewer.

Concert Line-Up

For your seating comfort, please bring your own lawn chairs.
For more information, visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762.

All concerts are FREE!

July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and August 7, 14, 21, 2013
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  •  Town Park (Wells Street and Mosley Street)

EFFECTIVE JULY 16, 2013

Effective July 16, the Town’s e-PLAY online registration 
system will be free of charge, with no user fees.  
As part of this change, the Town is retiring the older  
Tele-PLAY, telephone-based system as of July 19.

For your convenience, program registration will remain 
available by mail, fax or in-person at our recreation centres.

For more information,  
please visit www.aurora.ca/e-PLAY 
or call 905-726-4770.

The Town of Aurora  
100 John West Way, Aurora ON L4G 6J1 

e-PLAY and Tele-PLAY 
systems are changing

Spotlight shines in glorious  
black and white

By Brock Weir

Captured in glorious 
black and white, some of  
the faces featured in this 
year’s Portraits of  Giving 
exhibition would rather 
hide their respective lights 
under a bushel.

They’re not seeking 
recognition, fame, or a 
moment in the spotlight 
but, three Aurora 
volunteers, among several 
others throughout York 
Region, reluctantly stepped 
into the spotlight last week 
to be celebrated at the 
official launch of  this year’s 
exhibition at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre.

Featuring the 
photography of  Oak 
Ridges’ Karen Merk and the 
written word of  Aurora’s 
Cindy Shaver, this year’s 
exhibition highlights 
people who have given back 
to their communities up 
and down York Region.

“Each person is different, 
but they share a common 
passion for helping others,” 
said Ms. Merk. “There is 
another common theme 
I continue to hear each 
year and that is giving 
back is carried through 
to the next generation. 
Many of  our portraits 
of  giving recipients have 
this in common and they 
have commented that their 
parents made an impact 
on them and now want to 
instill the importance of  
giving back to their own 
children. It is incredible to 
see that cycle take effect.”

One such person in 

whom the cycle is clearly 
evident is Aurora’s Brooke 
Harrison. As a family, 
the Harrisons have made 
giving back a way of  life. 
Brooke is pictured in the 
arena of  the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex with some 
hockey gear in recognition 
of  her work to collect 
hockey equipment for 
less fortunate and remote 
Aboriginal communities in 
Northern Ontario. 

“Brooke was very 
impressive,” said Ms. 
Shaver. “The things she 
has accomplished is more 
than most people have 
in a lifetime. What sort 
of  stands out and is the 
running theme of  the 
evening is that it is a family 
affair. She learned from her 
parents that this is what 
she should be doing and her 
brother gives back. 

“She said, ‘my family 
don’t do sports. We’re not 
an organized sports kind 
of  family. What we do is 
give back.’ That is just their 
focus and it is so refreshing 
and inspiring.”

Brooke was joined by her 
mother Gina, father Dale, 
and brother Jordan at the 
opening. It was also a family 
affair for Aurora’s Jennifer 
Ettinger, who has dedicated 
herself  to empowering 
women across York Region. 
Through her organization 
of  local events to honour 
the Women’s Centre of  
York Region, as well as her 
Fit Your Style that looks 
after women inside and out, 
her recognition this year 
left her “tickled pink.”

“I wanted to reach out to 
my community to see what 
we could do to aid women 
on an empowerment basis, 
whether it is the Women’s 
Centre of  York Region, the 
Girl Guides of  Canada, 
young women, older 
women, to give them the 
tools to feel more confident 
or enable them to feel 
empowered” she said.

“As an entrepreneur, 
you have to take the 
responsibility of  meeting 
your community and 
helping your community. 
That was my mentor’s 
training that whether or 
not there was a need, it was 
a responsibility to seek out 
who you can help or who 
you can support.”

The spirit of  giving 
back from both within and 
outside the business realm 
is a philosophy shared by 
Stewart MacLaren. Mr. 
MacLaren was noted for 
his work in both sectors, 
whether he was lending 
a hand to the business 
community through his 
work with the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce, 
getting his hands dirty 
as a long-time booster of  
Theatre Aurora, or as one 
of  the committee members 
planning Aurora’s 150th 
birthday party. 

He was a man of  few 
words, however, when 
asked to speak about the 
honour. 

“I never really thought 
of  it as giving back to the 
community, I just thought 
of  it as participating in 
the community,” he said. 

Aurora residents and vol-
unteers Brooke Harrison, 
Stewart MacLaren, and 
Jennifer Ettinger, were pic-
tured Thursday evening at 
the launch of Portraits of 
Giving, the latest in a series 
of exhibitions by photogra-
pher Karen Merk highlight-
ing York Region Volunteers. 
Their portraits, along with 
others spanning York Re-
gion, are now on display at 
the Aurora Cultural Centre.

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer

“If  you live in an area, you 
should become a part of  
it. I am lucky enough to 
work where I live, so this is 
more about being a part of  
the community, and not as 
much about giving back.

“You meet some fun 
people, you meet some 
interesting people, some 
really smart people, you 
meet some who are not so 
smart, but you meet some 
people who have got issues 
and you have to help them 
out. The people are half  the 
fun.”

FREE
on our new 
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 Alignment 
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Among some of  my grandparents’ 
more colourful expressions was the 
old put down, “You couldn’t get him/
her excited/to pay attention/to listen 
if  you stuck a firecracker up…” 

They didn’t trail off, but filled in 
the blank with their orifice of  choice.

I neither condone, nor encourage 
you to do the same.

However loud the fireworks will be 
this Monday emanating from Lambert 
Willson Park, the Town could do with 
a bit of  volume.

No matter how loud Aurorans 
– including its lawmakers – are, it 
seems that our voices are lacking 
gravitas where it truly counts. On the 
other hand, perhaps it is status quo 
and we’re just now starting to notice. 

I am not referring to people having 
their voices heard by Councillors. 
They hear you loud and clear – after 
all, their jobs depend on it and at this 
time next year we will be midway 
through an election campaign which 
has all the makings to potentially be 
one for the ages.

The problem, however, is what 
comes after them.

Take the building just east of  
Yonge and Wellington, now proudly 
emblazoned with a “sold” sign, 
presumably to the relief  of  Canada 
Post. 

Post office employees claimed the 
decision to shut down the operations 
and move them to Newmarket was 
already a done deal by the time Canada 
Post tentatively stuck its big toe in the 
water to gently ease its customers into 
life without a local post office. 

Nothing was definite, they said, 
but they were just gauging public 
opinion on a possible closure. The 
majority of  people who bothered to 
respond to public surveys, letters 
to local newspapers, and pleas to 
local politicians gave a resounding – 
although not unanimous – no. These 
no votes were carefully packaged 
and lovingly dispatched to Canada 
Post both by Mayor and MP stating 
residents’ cases. 

When the future of  the Aurora 
Post Office was solemnly announced, 
residents were left scratching their 
heads further by proposals coming 
down on the Federal Electoral 

Boundaries Commission planning to 
split Aurora’s Federal ridings in two.

Again, the majority of  residents 
were against the plan. The 
Commission argued that it was a 
necessary numbers game, and some 
residents agreed. Others, including 
the Town, made seemingly sensible 
recalculations to keep Aurora intact. 
They advocated to keep the riding 
whole, as did Ms. Brown, and MPP 
Frank Klees joined the chorus.

The result? Welcome not one – 
but two! – Members of  Parliament 
representing Aurora’s interests in 
Ottawa beginning in 2015.

Now, we have the cell phone 
debacle. Whether you think the cell 
phone tower, well, towering over 
Aurora homes from adjacent King 
is an eyesore or a necessary evil in 
making sure our now ubiquitous cell 
phones are in full working order, it is 
a little bit disconcerting when you can 
barely get the people behind the Tower 
on the phone and your only recourse 
to make a difference, Industry 
Canada, is similarly resigned.

“It is clear that Bell and their 
consultant had no interest in a 
meaningful dialogue with us, nor 
with its residents,” said Aurora CAO 
Neil Garbe.

People with an appreciation for 
dark comedy might appreciate the 
irony in not being able to communicate 
with a telecommunications giant 
over an edifice planned to better 
communications in the area, people 
who had their hopes up are somewhat 
deflated. 

If  the trend continues, Aurorans 
could run the risk of  developing an 
inferiority complex. 

If  ever you need the name of  
someone to help with that, names of  
therapists are simply a 411 call away. 
I hear the reception in West Aurora is 
terrific! 

PARTY LIKE IT IS 1863! 
As someone who has sat through, 

err, taken in the majority of  their 
20 planning meetings going into 
Aurora’s 150th birthday, I’m very much 
looking forward to seeing everything 
that is in store this weekend. 

After two showpiece events so far 
this year, this will undoubtedly be 
the climax of  the celebration as the 
Committee, the Town, along with local 
service groups such as the Rotary and 
Optimist Clubs of  Aurora, businesses 
– and Much Music come together to 
throw down the party gauntlet.

They don’t call Aurora “Canada’s 
Birthday Town” for nothing. If  you’ve 
ever found yourself  perplexed on 
how the Town got this colourful – 
and ballsy – moniker, perhaps this 
weekend will inspire you to cast aside 
all doubt and simply go with the flow 
– and there will be something for 
everyone. 

The young’uns get their chance to 
party down at the Aurora Community 
Centre beginning Saturday at 4 p.m. 
(that’s when the really good parties 
start!) with a showcase of  local youth 
bands from across the area, brought 
to the stage by the brains behind the 
Aurora Winter Blues Festival. 

Following the showcase, the party 
continues from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. with 
the Much Music Video Dance Party, 
even featuring a winner or two from 
the recent MMVAs. 

Town Park will be turned over to 
the more seasoned party-goers on 
Sunday for the Dance in the Park 
event, hosted by the Rotary Club 
of  Aurora. Kicking off  with live 
entertainment from 2 p.m., the climax 
of  the dance will be an appearance 
by Canadian music icons Lighthouse 
from 9 – 10.30 p.m. 

Organizers of  the event booked 
Lighthouse as a group that would 
connect with people of  all ages, so, if  
you’re asking yourself, “Who?” go ask 
your parents or, better yet, come out 
and broaden your musical horizons.

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m.

Let’s make some noise
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(Re: Triple Bottom Line, June 12)

Sustainability is a wonderful target. 
Thanks to Alison for using “Triple Bottom Line” as 

her title and identifying the Brundtland Commission as 
its source. 

For those of  us who were not paying close attention 
the United Nations in the middle 1980s - the years of  
the Trudeau-Mulroney transition and the Chernobyl 
nuclear meltdown – the World Commission on 
Environment and Development was created to unite 
countries toward sustainable development. 

After four years considering population, energy, 
resources and growth, the Commission set their three 
pillars for sustainable development as 1) economic 
growth, 2) environmental protection and 3) social 
equality - the triple bottom line.

Alison notes the difficulties we face setting measures 
for the social and environmental components. Current 
research demonstrates that hospital patients with a 
window on greenery recover faster that those with a 
built-city view.  

Office workers are more productive after a walk in 
the park, than those who walk on the urban concrete.  
But how does one measure the social value of  the park? 
Consider the Emerald Ash Borer in the Aurora urban 
forest.  When judging the dollar cost of  one tree 
treatment against one tree replacement, the arithmetic 
is simple.  

When oxygen production is considered, it would 
take many new trees to replace the total leaf  area of  a 
dead mature tree. Whether it is located in a wood lot or 
on your boulevard, the oxygen issue is the same.  If  it is 
one of  many dead trees on the same street, it becomes 
a depressing social issue.  Property values also will 
surely suffer while the replacement trees are maturing. 
The vision documents from the Region 
show a symbol of  three overlapping circles 
representing the triple bottom line approach.   
We look forward to Alison finding more instances 
where Council applies this holistic approach to their 
decisions.

 
 

Gordon Barnes 
Aurora

(Re: Politics as Usual: Political Ethics. June 19)

On the subject of  breaching ethics codes, Alison 
Collins-Mrakas stated in her column that “Laying a 
charge isn’t the same as being found guilty of  a charge.  
Yet, in political circles, all that matters is laying the 
charge – loudly and publicly – knowing full well that 
the allegation alone is often enough to do significant 
reputational damage.”  

I whole heartedly agree with this statement, and I 
wonder why Ms. Collins-Mrakas does not recognize 
her own propensity to commit this abuse of  ethics.  
In this same column, she begins by referring to the 
alleged connection of  the Toronto Mayor with the drug 
and gun raids in Toronto and the RCMP investigation 
of  Senator Duffy and the former Chief  of  Staff  of  the 
PMO as looming crises.   

Why would she not choose examples that are based 
on facts such as Justin Trudeau charging thousands 
of  dollars to charities [for speaking engagements] 
while earning approximately $160,000 annually as an 
MP with one of  the worst records of  voting attendance 

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Sustainability is something 
to strive for

On the other hand…

Continued on page 6
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If  the people who nominated Ron 
Wallace to receive Aurora’s Citizen of  
the Year Award knew Ron Wallace the 
way I know Ron Wallace, they would 
have had second thoughts about this 
nomination. 

Although I consider Ron a personal 
friend, and I risk offending the Mayor 
and those who came up with this well-
intentioned nomination, I have to voice 
my opinion. 

The ‘Aurora Citizen of the Century’  
would have been a much more  
appropriate honour to bestow  

on my friend Ron Wallace.

You see, I know Ron and I know the 
person he is. I could easily have come 
to dislike this man whose first contact 
with me some 18 years ago resulted in a 
rather uncomplimentary column about 
my “presumptuous” plan to seek the PC 
nomination for the 1995 election. 

Who did I think I was, he asked in 
that article. A relatively new arrival 
to Aurora, never previously elected at 
any level of  government and as “Mister 
Aurora” put it at the time, “he has to 
knock off  a popular Charles Beer, the 
sitting Liberal member, who has had the 
riding for two terms”. 

Then to finish me off, he headlined 
the article with a bold Frank Who?

Ron was there 18 years ago on June 
8 when, late into the evening, the 

election results were 
confirmed. I was the 
newly-elected MPP and 
little did I know that 
Ron Wallace would 
appoint himself  as 
my local Unofficial 
Opposition. And 
so it would be, that 
regardless of  how 
many times I picked up 
the tab for our single 
malt interviews over 
the years, I could count 
on a searing opinion 
column or critical 
editorial that kept my 
feet to the fire and gave Ron the last 
word.

The Last Word 
Ron wrote his last column in The 

Auroran on December 18, 2012. It carried 
the headline, “The Last Word” and in it 
he wrote, “Since this will be my final 
column, it’s time to say good-bye. The 
disease they say I have has progressed 
to the stage where typing isn’t fun 
anymore. And writing has never been 
my strong point.” 

Well Ron, I disagree. And this time, 
we have the last word. Your writing 
was always your strong point, and 
we miss it. And the people of  Aurora 
have recognized that your many other 
“strong points” deserve to be honoured 

and remembered.
I was privileged to be 

in the Aurora Council 
Chamber when Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe announced 
that the recipient of  
this year’s Citizen of  
the Year Award was Ron 
Wallace. The response 
from those present was 
a predictable, heart-felt 
ovation for a man who 
over the years earned 
the title of  Mister 
Aurora. 

I know of  no one who 
has served in so many 

capacities of  public service. Whether in 
elected office as a school board trustee or 
Town Councillor, or in a leadership role 
with the Chamber of  Commerce and 
Rotary Club, or as a volunteer firefighter, 
or watching over the Salvation Army 
Christmas kettle at the LCBO. Ron has 
consistently put his community first. 

Ron’s entrepreneurial spirit 
combined with his passion for literature 
and journalism, inspired the founding 
of  R&R Books and eventually allowed 
him to fulfill his dream of  owning his 
own newspaper. 

It was in his capacity as owner, 
publisher and editor of  The Auroran 
that Ron offered this bi-weekly column 
to me as yet one more way in which he 
could provide a public service. (And as I 

scramble to make the Sunday deadlines, 
I’m convinced this was also one more 
way for Ron to make my life miserable.)

Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal
As I watched Mayor Dawe bestow the 

Citizen of  the Year Award, I recalled 
what an honour it was for me to 
nominate Ron for the Queen Elizabeth 
II Diamond Jubilee Medal. I thought 
it would be fitting to close this column 
with words I used to introduce Ron at 
the presentation ceremony at Queen’s 
Park.

“Ron Wallace, affectionately known 
as Mister Aurora is truly an exemplary 
citizen. Ron served as an Aurora Town 
Councillor, York Region District School 
Board Trustee, Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce Director, Volunteer 
Firefighter and in his literary life, 
enlightened his community through 
his several incarnations as a Reporter, 
Journalist, Editor and Publisher. 

“To quote Ron, “I’m in love with 
Aurora and all there is to it. I would do 
anything I could for the Town.”

Although I believe Citizen of  the 
Century would have been a more 
appropriate designation for Ron Wallace, 
I join with the Mayor, Members of  
Council and the residents of  Aurora in 
congratulating Ron on being honoured 
as the Aurora Citizen of  the Year.

www.frankklees.com

“… and that is why, Mr. Mayor, we 
should have more walking trails in 
town.”

“Thank you,” said the Mayor, as the 
speaker sat down.  “If  that’s everyone, 
then I will close Open Forum and…”

“What about running trails?” asked 
a man stepping up to the microphone. 
“The lack of  such dedicated paths in 
Aurora is forcing runners to use the 
roads.”

“Why don’t they use the trails and 
sidewalks?” asked a Councillor, once 
again stepping a bit outside of  the 
usual protocol of  Open Forum.

“No self-respecting runner would 
use a sidewalk,” he sniffed. “That’s 
why we all run down the middle of  
the street. But it’s dangerous. Vehicle 
drivers seem surprised to see us out 
there, and there have been many near 
misses. Factor in this occurring in the 
dark and rain, and it would be much 
safer if  we had separated trails.”

“I still don’t see why you can’t 
use the existing trail and sidewalk 
network…”

“Actually, we’d need jogging trails, 
too,” said someone else.

“Isn’t jogging the same as running?”
“Oh, no, they’re much different 

paces, It wouldn’t be 
safe to do them both 
on the same trail. 
We’d need some 
separation.”

“If  runners and 
joggers are getting 
their own systems,” 
came another voice, 
“then cyclists 
should get the same 
treatment.”

“But cyclists 
can use the streets, 
and isn’t there a 
bicycle path along 
Wellington Street East?”

“Between bad drivers and pot holes, 
it’s sometimes impractical to cycle on 
the streets, and there’s no room to 
use that Wellington path amongst all 
the roller-bladers and skateboarders.  
How about proper separated bicycle 
lanes to keep us away from cars, like 
they are introducing in Toronto?”

“Dedicated bus lanes would speed 
up my commute,” commented a man 
at the back.

“While my child was in our 
driveway, a dog being walked down 
the street barked at her,” pitched 

in a lady up front (it 
was an unusually 
well-attended council 
meeting).  

“It frightened her 
terribly.  To provide 
a safe distance from 
children, I think people 
walking their pets 
should have their own 
network.”

“Hey, if  new trail 
systems are being put 
in for everyone else, 
then we should have 
one, too, said a man off  

to the side.”
“No one has said anything about 

actually proceeding with all these 
new dedicated trails, and in any case, 
who do you represent?”

“The Safe Pogosticking 
Recreational Outdoor/Indoor 
Network Group.”

“You mean...”
“Yes, ‘SPROING’.  We can’t use the 

sidewalks safely, and if  everyone else 
is getting lanes, we should, as well.”

“If  traffic is going to increase on 
the trail network, then all existing 
trails should be widened,” piped up 

the original Open Forum speaker.
Things were getting out of  control, 

so the Mayor resorted to council’s 
tried and true deferral mechanism.  
Looking over to the side, he said; 
“Perhaps we could have staff  report 
back on this?”

“Mr. Mayor,” said the appropriate 
staffer, hoping to get out of  yet 
another report.  “I’m not sure there’s 
enough boulevard or parkland space 
for dedicated trails for all of  these 
interest groups, and if  we put them 
in, residents may not be happy with so 
much of  the town’s green space being 
paved over. Also, if  we added all these 
new lanes to the roads, there wouldn’t 
be any rooms left for cars.”

“That’s true,” agreed the Mayor. 
“But I think we should have staff  
look into the bigger issue that’s 
been brought to our attention here 
tonight.”

“What’s that?”
“That after spending thousands of  

dollars expanding and maintaining 
them every year, who exactly is using 
the town’s sidewalks?”

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

AURORAN 

Changing Lanes

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Ron Wallace Named Aurora Citizen of the Year!  I Disagree

FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

NEW POLL

Residents recently voiced their support for tearing down the old 
Aurora Public Library and Seniors’ Centre buildings in favour of  new 
multi-purpose space. What do you think should be done with Library 
Square? A) New building, b) More Parking, c) Combination a&b,  
d) Restore existing buildings.

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
RESULTS OF PREVIOUS POLL
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18% 18% 42 % 22 %

As final preparations are 
made for this weekend’s 
Canada Day Celebrations, 
we continue our look back 
on how the event was cel-
ebrated in years-gone-
by. This medal, bearing 
the “Canada’s Birthday 
Town” emblem was a sou-
venir for second place 
participants in “July 1st 
Parade, 1993.” This year’s 
parade will get underway 
at 10 a.m., heading south 
on Yonge Street from 
Orchard Heights Bou-
levard to Murray Drive.    

Image courtesy of the 
Aurora Historical Society

Aurora has been presented with an idea to turn three 
Yonge Street properties, including Hillary House, into 
a $10 million heritage park. Would you like to see it 
become a reality?

  a)     Yes

  b)     No

  c)      Undecided
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Letters to the editor

Aurora’s  
Got Talent

SENIOR
SCAPE

Jim L. Abram

From page 4

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Wishes you a 

14845 Yonge Street, Suite 201, Aurora, ON L4G 6H8 
(at Dunning in the Hunters Gate Plaza) 

Tel: 905-750-0019 
Email: Fklees@frank-klees.on.ca  

Web: www.frank-klees.on.ca

“Happy 
Canada Day!”

I had the distinct 
honour of  attending 
Season 7 of  the Senior 
Star competition at the 
Aurora Branch of  the 
Royal Canadian Legion 
on June 19, presented by 
Chartwell Retirement 
Residences. 

Senior Star is a 
singing and musical 
instrument competition 
open to anyone 65 years 
young and older who is a 
Canadian resident. This 
isn’t just a talent show; it 
is a celebration of  seniors 
in Canada. The top two 
videos from Aurora 
compete against others 
from across Canada in 
the finals to be held in 
November in Niagara 
Falls. Good luck and 
“break a leg” to all the 
talented performers!

John Lemme, who 
sounds a lot like James 
Taylor, served as the 
Master of  Ceremonies. 
Our judges were Renate 
Naghavi, director of  the 
York Region Community 
Choir, Dan Lenz, co-
conductor of  the York 
Regional Police Male 
Chorus, Sheryl Thomas 
of  Marquee Theatrical 
Productions and Judy 
Marshall, CEO of  the 
Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce. 

Bud Ibbotson sang the 
George Jones favourite, 
“She Thinks I Still 
Care” with tremendous 
diction and excellent 
guitar playing. Gloria 
Mae Weir shared an 
inspirational rendition 
of  Eric Clapton’s “Tears 
in Heaven”.  What a 
wonderful range of  voice! 
Doug Riley sang “His 
Eye Is on the Sparrow”, 
a song by Lauryn Hill. 
Trudy Yetman enjoys 
singing oldies like the 
tune she shared with us, 
“Just Because” which 
brought us all joy, peace 
and contentment. The 
Country and Western 
stylings of  Jean Tucker 
offered a passionate 
version of  “You Ain’t 
Woman Enough to Take 
My Man” that rivalled 
even Loretta Lynn.  

The enthusiastic 
crowd got clapping to 
Sal Amenta’s accordion 
playing of  a dance medley 
of  a wide range of  popular 
songs. Pauline Cawthorne 
sang like a violin singing 
Leslie Uggams’ 1960 hit 
“Love is Like a Violin”. 
John Dowson wowed the 

crowd singing the Roger 
Miller classic “King of  
the Road” with the entire 
audience singing right 
along with him. The only 
thing missing was the 
campfire.

The Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre’s very own Bud 
Switzer boomed out 
“Through the Eyes of  
Love” hitting the money 
note at the end. Bud 
has been competing in 
Senior Star for six years 
and placed third at the 
national competition in 
2012. Bud is clearly having 
a blast!

Big Al Hache brought 
his talent and his own 
groupies to cheer him on 
as he channeled the spirit 
of  Rita McNeal singing 
“Working Man”. Al led 
the entire crowd in a sing-
a-long as he lived up to his 
motto: H.O.P.E. – Helping 
Other People Every day.

The third place winner 
was Gene Manchester. 
Or was it Paul Anka. I 
couldn’t tell the difference 
as he sang “My Way” 
looking, sounding and 
having the stage presence 
of  Paul Anka.

Our second place 
finisher was Judith 
McCoubrey who hit a 
high note with the crowd 
singing “The Impossible 
Dream.” I guess she 

found a way to have her 
voice heard amongst her 
nine sisters and seven 
brothers!

The first place winner 
was Jean-Paul Reymont 
singing and dancing “If  I 
Were a Rich Man.” Jean-
Paul’s lively presentation 
was entertaining and 
passionate. Good luck to 
Judith and Jean-Paul as 
they advance to the Senior 
Star Finals!

NEW ACTIVITY!
Have you ever wanted 

to sing with a group, 
but are not interested 
in singing with a choir?   
Well, now’s your chance!  
Come and join us as we 
sing some very popular 

tunes on Thursday 
mornings at your Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, from 
10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. in 
the Priestly Rooms.   The 
words will be provided so 
there is no memorization 
required.  Just show up 
on Thursday mornings - 
singers and non-singers 
- for a great time! Perhaps 
you can be Aurora’s next 
“Senior Star”!

For more information 
on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to 
offer, drop by 90 John 
West Way, visit the web 
site www.auroraseniors.
ca, email auroraseniors@
rogers.com or call 905-726-
4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Monday to Friday.

in the legislature and one of  just three MPs - all of  
them Liberals - to report extra income from speaking 
engagements in the last five years?

Liberal Senator Mac Harb has recently been ordered 
to repay more than $230,000 in expenses he claimed to 
the Senate during the past eight years. Or how about 
the scandal plagued Wynne government with their 
history of  e-Health, Ornge, and over half  a billion spent 
to ditch two gas plants they had originally approved, to 
name just a few? 

I would like to see “Politics as Usual” show a more 
balanced, unbiased and ethical approach to reporting 
on politics.

Shelley Wister
Aurora

Thanks to a “kind 
stranger”

Why “pay twice” for 
local calls?

This is a message to the kind stranger who saved 
our dog last Thursday night; thank you so much for 
taking Jake in to your home when you found him out 
wandering alone. 

He had escaped through the unlatched garden 
gate at some point through the night, and we did not 
discover he was gone until the morning. We searched 
the neighbourhood and put up posters, and tried our 
best to believe he would be found safe. 

His collar had an Abbotsford Vet Clinic tag on it, and 
within a few hours, we received a call from the staff  at 
Abbotsford that you had returned him to them safe and 
sound. You even brought him in with a tasty rawhide 
bone proudly clenched in his mouth. 

You didn’t leave any of  your info with the staff, so 
we had no way to contact you personally to express our 
sincere gratitude. 

Your actions only serve to reinforce the good that 
exists within the people of  this town, and we are so 
grateful that you looked after Jake the way you did. 

Thank you again for rescuing our Jake, and thanks 
too, to the staff  at Abbotsford and all the friends and 
strangers who offered to help and expressed their 
positive thoughts and wishes for Jake’s safe return.

 
Kelli Collins & Matt Maddocks

Aurora

(Re: Expanding local calls could come at a cost. June 19)

I am not willing to pay more for my local calls for a 
wider local area since I can call on internet.  Why pay 
twice?

 
 

T. Johnston
Aurora

(Editor’s Note: Council recently passed a motion 
looking to Bell Canada to expand Aurora’s local calling 
area. Some cautioned, however, that expanding the local 
calling area could result in an overall hit on phone bills)

Balance needed
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IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

1.5 million 
reasons to 
attend the  

FCM Conference

Hours of Operation
Mon - Tues 1pm - 6pm
Sat - Sun 12pm - 5pm
By Appointment Call: 905-727-6122

13777 YONGE STREET, AURORA, ON CANADA L4G 3G8
Prices, sizes and specifications are subject to change without notice. E. & O.E.

Gated Custom Residences Available

AURORAn REFEREncE #16
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 27, 2013

PROOF #16
FEBRUARY 27, 2013 issue of The Auroran Community newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Tuesday. 
ThE dEAdlinE FOR AnY And All Ad mATERiAls is 10 dAYs PRiOR TO PUBlicATiOn dATE 

clAssiFiEd dEAdlinE is FRidAY 3.00 P.m. 

Any alterations to the ad must be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 
The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 5 p.m.

Thank you for your co-operation. 
Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300 or Classifieds at 905-727-7128, Fax: 9045-727-2620

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

 

Kindred Spirits Orchestra 
And 

The Chefs of King 

ASK Festival King June 23 - July 20 
ArtsSocietyKing.ca 

Tickets: $35, Seniors & Students $30  
ArtsSocietyKing.ca or 905.939.9357 

 

 Thursday July 4 at 7 pm  
 Country Day School,  

 13415 Dufferin St., King City 

    7 pm  REFRESHMENTS & HORS D’OEUVRES       
       

    8 pm  PERFORMANCE     

PRESENTED BY 
King Township & Arts Society King  

Digestive problems are 
very common and include 
symptoms such as heart 
burn, bloating, burping, 
flatulence, constipation, 
cramping, acid reflux and 
diarrhea.  

Irritable Bowel 
Syndrome (IBS) is a 
very common condition 
affecting nearly 20% of  
the population.  IBS is 
commonly diagnosed 
through ruling out other 
possibilities. 

Unfortunately, this 
is where the frustration 
mounts for most patients.  
Doctors struggle to treat 
the symptoms of  IBS 
and many patients find 
it difficult to get lasting 
relief.  This often results in 
a lifetime of  medication for 
affected sufferers. 

Because of  a lack of  
options many patients 
find the need to resort to 

finding information on 
their own. This often leads 
to misinformation and 
confusion.  The discomfort 
and pain experienced 
usually affect many 
aspects of  life including 
work, home and leisure 
activities.     

Fortunately, there 
are additional options 
available outside of  
the standard medical 
approach.  To help those 
suffering with IBS and 
other digestive problems 
an informative upcoming 
free workshop is scheduled. 

“I got so much out of  
this workshop. Every 
sufferer with indigestion 
needs to hear this”  TF     

The workshop will 
explain why IBS and other 
digestive problems can be 
so challenging and how 
to take steps to feel better 
and take control of  your 

health.  This surprising 
information has improved 
the lives of  numerous 
sufferers.    

This workshop will 
be held at the King West 

Wellness Centre on Wed  
July 3, 7:30 pm – 9 pm.  

“This surprising 
information has improved 
the lives of   numerous 
sufferers.”  

Seating is limited.  To 
reserve your seat call: 888 
837 0407.

Bloating, Cramping, Constipation,  
Diarrhea? IBS or Digestive Upset?  

Advertorial

There are other 
approaches, beyond 

the use of drugs,  
that have safely and  

effectively helped 
many digestive  
upset sufferers 

feel better.

Weekend GO Train service resumes Saturday
By Brock Weir

Building on the 
significant uptake from 
riders, weekend GO 
train service returns this 
weekend.

After last summer’s 
pilot project, the second 
year for weekend train 
service on the Barrie-
Toronto corridor begins 
this Saturday, June 29. 
With several routes 
heading southbound from 
Barrie in the morning and 
returning trains heading 
back in the afternoon.

Southbound trains 
are scheduled to stop in 
Aurora at 10.26 a.m., 2.56 
p.m., 4.37 p.m., and 8.56 
p.m. Heading north, you 
can catch the train at the 
GO Station 1.09 p.m., 5.09 
p.m., 7.09 p.m., and 11.09 
p.m. 

“We learned a lot in 
our first year of  service 
and we’re going to be 
introducing it again 
this year with some 
modifications of  the 
timing,” said Gary McNeil, 

President of  GO Transit. 
“The real trick with the 
Barrie Corridor is we’re 
a single track corridor, 
therefore, we can’t really 
run opposing train service 
in this corridor. Until such 
time as we actually double 
track the corridor, we are 
going to be limited in the 
amount of  service that we 
get in this corridor.

“Our weekend service, 
which will start June 29, 
leaves Allendale Station 
in Barrie at 9.40 in the 
morning and the first 
train southbound to Union 
Station is 12.20. That is 
really in recognition of  
the fact in most cases, 
the city of  Toronto in the 
summertime is a large 
draw of  customers in the 
north. 

“They come down 
to baseball games, the 
theatre, to events that are 
happening in Dowtown 
Toronto and it is a major 
draw. We discovered in our 
service last year that most 
of  our service was inbound 
coming into Toronto and 

outbound going home at 
night. For people coming 
down, of  course, there are 
still all day bus services.”

Revisiting the Weekend 
GO service is just one step 
GO Transit has taken in 
increasing services along 
the Barrie Corridor, Mr. 
McNeil added. Since 2007, 
they have extended the 
line northwards from 
Bradford, added five 
trains in the morning and 
evening rush hours, and 
added further bus routes. 

The next phase in the 
Barrie line improvements 
will be all-day two-way 
service, slated for 2015. 

Although Mr. McNeil, 
when questioned by 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
at last week’s General 
Committee meeting, was 
unable to pin down when 
double tracking might 
happen, he said he thinks 
it will. It will, of  course, 
depend on the funding for 
such a project, particularly 
through The Big Move, the 
multi-billion dollar transit 
proposal recently proposed 

by Metrolinx at Queen’s 
Park, raising money for 
transit and infrastructure 
improvements through a 
variety for new taxes.

“Double tracking 
will cost a significant 
amount of  money and 
we’re hoping through the 
investment strategy that 
funds become available 
that allows us to move 
forward,” he said. “This 
corridor is actually one 
of  the prime important 
corridors for us. It has a 
lot of  growth anticipated 
in this corridor. Innisfil 
has massive amounts 
of  growth planned for 
residential uses and we 
already know that the 400 
is at capacity.

“I think back to the 
days when I first joined GO 
Transit in 1999 and Aurora 
was a sleepy little station 
and now it is one of  the 
most important stations 
on the line. It is a reflection 
of  the growth that you’re 
having in your community 
and also the investment we 
put back into that station.”

As many of  you know 
from reports in our local 
news media, the 2013 
Federation of  Canadian 
Municipalities Annual 
Conference and Trade 
Show took place from May 
31 to June 3. 

I  and six other 
members of  Aurora 
Town Council had the 
opportunity to attend this 
important gathering of  
civic leaders to discuss 
solutions for transit 
in Greater Toronto, 
infrastructure renewal, 
sustainable funding and 
other numerous issues 
facing municipalities 
across Canada.

I make it a point 
to attend the FCM 
Conference every other 
year. It is the only national 
forum where municipal 
priorities and consensus-
building on municipal 
needs take place. Its 
value and importance are 
undeniable to the welfare 
of  our communities and – 
as was often mentioned in 
the workshops – “you’re 
either at the table … or 
you’re lunch!” 

Each year, the 
conference has intense 
media coverage. Many 
media outlets expound 
upon the visions for 
our municipalities 
articulated by the keynote 
speakers, including 
2013 participants NDP 
leader and Leader of  
the Opposition Thomas 
Mulclair, Justin Trudeau, 
Leader of  the Liberal 
Party of  Canada and 
Denis Lebel, Federal 
Transportation Minister. 

Others take a different 
tack, choosing the path of  

criticism. 
Critical analysis of  the 

conference proceedings 
and discussions is a good 
thing, to quote domestic 
maven Martha Stewart. 

I appreciate dissection 
of  policy and practice 
to ensure that what 
emerges from these 
discussions is valuable 
to our communities and 
our taxpayers. It helps to 
provide accountability, 
something I’ve expounded 
upon at great length in my 
monthly article in The 
Auroran.

During this year’s 
conference; however, 
criticism seemed to 
focus on the expense of  
sending councillors to 
the weekend proceedings. 
The rumblings of  Toronto 
Mayor Rob Ford, who 
skipped the conference 
and criticized those who 
attended, certainly added 
no shortage of  flavour to 
this discussion.

Sadly, what was 
seemingly lost on the 

mayor of  Canada’s largest 
city was that while he 
griped, not only did his 
multi-billion dollar vision 
for transit in Toronto 
continue to gather dust, 
those who attended 
the FCM Conference 
meticulously worked to 
craft and hone a workable 
transit solution for 
Greater Toronto in his 
absence.

For the record, The 
Town of  Aurora budgeted 
$27,000 this year to cover 
conference expenses for 
Councillors. This amount 
was approved on consent 
by our Council during 
budget deliberations. 
Actual conference 
expenses are publicly 
disclosed twice annually 
on our website.

I firmly believe using 
these funds to participate 
in one of  the most 
important municipal 
forums in the country 
represents an invaluable 
and indispensable 
investment in our 
community.

The Federation of  
Canadian Municipalities 
is directly responsible 
for convincing the 
Government of  Canada to 
invest $4.4 billion dollars 
in infrastructure for 
communities across the 
country through the GST 
Refund, Building Canada 
Fund, Public Private 
Partnership Fund, 
Green Infrastructure 
Fund, Community 
Infrastructure Investment 
Fund and Gas Tax Fund.

The Gas Tax Fund 
is particularly notable. 
Since 2006, The Town 
of  Aurora has received 

more than $7 million for 
infrastructure from this 
fund. This funding model 
was developed by FCM 
through discussion and 
consensus-building by 
municipal leaders at the 
annual conference. In 
this year’s federal budget, 
this fund was indexed 
to overcome the eroding 
power of  inflation. This 
too was the direct result 
of  ongoing discussions 
at FCM, something the 
Minister of  Finance noted 
in his budget speech. 

Continued on page 12
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Industry Canada rejects Aurora’s complaint over cell tower, as staff apologise
By Brock Weir

Municipal staff  will take the King Township cell 
tower debacle “on the chin” and apologise to Council 
and residents over their handling of  the file, according 
to Aurora CAO Neil Garbe.

Mr. Garbe made his comments last week as Council 
tackled a report on how to better communications with 
residents and various levels of  government when future 
proposals for telecommunications towers are received 
by the Town.

As The Auroran reported last week, Councillors 
were set to review new protocols which would ensure 
that situations which happened this spring when 
residents on the west side of  Town were dismayed to 
find a multi-storey cell phone tower looming over their 
neighbourhood with little notification, would no longer 
occur. 

Recommendations include ratcheting up Aurora’s 
protocols in making sure a wider net is cast in notifying 
residents of  impending plans, and making sure that 
tower proposals come directly to Council for approval, 
rather than it being just a matter for the planning 
department as it is now. 

These recommendations are slated to be approved by 
Council this week, but when Councillors took their first 
crack at it last Tuesday, there were apologies all around.

The sticking point was the fact a staff  member in 
Aurora’s planning department responded with a simple 
“no comment” to communications sent by consultants 
on behalf  of  Bell Canada for the tower, which was built 
in King Township, just a few metres over the Aurora-
King border at Bathurst Street. 

The response was sent not by Planning Director 
Marco Ramunno, as it should have been, but by a staff  
member.

“There is no good reason why we would have done it 
this way because our process wasn’t followed,” said CAO 
Neil Garbe. “In that respect, I think staff  should take it 
on the chin and apologise to Council and its residents 
because the email response had a ripple effect and did 
impact on the residents’ ability to respond in that matter.

“I will say that it is very sad this process, that staff, 
I feel, could be unfairly hung that the reason the Tower 
was there was because we said ‘no comment.’ I think that 
is grossly unfair. It is clear that Bell and their consultant 
had no interest in a meaningful dialogue with us, not its 
residents.”

The “breakdown in process”, he added, has been 
corrected. Misrepresentations, he said, were made 
on the part of  the consultant to King, who said they 
notified more residents than they actually did. While he 
reiterated that staff  will “take it on the chin”, he minced 
no words for Bell.

“I will firmly push it back to Bell and the process 
was grossly inadequate to handle something of  this 
significance,” he said.

These words, however, were not enough for Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner who said they missed the mark.

“It’s the residents who really have to take it on the 
chin and the buck has to stop somewhere,” she said. 
“The buck has to stop at the Town of  Aurora and the 
planning department.”

This statement did not go over well in some quarters 
of  Council, with Councillor John Abel, for instance, 
saying he took “great exception” to her statement. 

Council considered the new measures to tighten up 
the communications process just hours after Industry 
Canada, the ultimate regulator of  telecommunications 
towers across the country, rejected Aurora’s request to 
go into dispute resolution with Bell Canada over the 
Tower. Word was received Tuesday morning, said Town 
Solicitor Warren Mar.

“The jurisdiction of  the local land use authority 
was King Township and therefore Bell Canada followed 
their protocol as necessarily required by Industry 
Canada and King Township, and therefore, Industry 
Canada considers the matter closed in terms of  dispute 
resolution,” said Mr. Mar. 

Budding artists from local elementary and high schools, and art clubs were recognized by Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
at Town Hall last week for their colourful creations on picnic tables and garbage cans. While you can still see 
their creative designs at Town Hall this week, they will soon be distributed throughout local parks.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Charles Darrow Co-Op was 
finding its feet, heralded the 
complex as a success story, 
they also underscored what 
they believed was more of  a 
drive to provide affordable 
community housing.

“This celebration 
recognizes that we’re a very 
diverse community and 
there are a lot of  different 
needs in our community,” 
said Mayor Dawe. “Charles 
Darrow addresses one 
of  those very important 
[issues]. There is obviously 
a need for this. In Aurora, I 
think we have to be a little 
more cognizant of  those 
needs. Affordable housing is 
key. Everybody likes to put a 
different price tag on it, but 
affordable housing is what is 
really needed.”

Mr. Beer reiterated the 
“tremendous” value the 
community brings to Aurora 
and York Region. For him, 
the celebration was the 
realisation of  a vision almost  
30 years in the making.

“When I think back to 
when I was a fairly newly-
minted MPP, this began 
with the hope and idea that 
people could come together 
in cooperative housing 

and that they could work 
together, and they would be 
empowered,” said Mr. Beer. 

“I think one always 
would hope there would be 
more affordable housing. 
This is one of  the early co-
ops and, as a movement, 
it has taken off  and really 
played an important role and 
provides support to so many 
individuals. Leadership 
in anything is important 
and there has been some 
remarkable leadership with 
the people here.” 

Building leadership 
within the community has 
been a hallmark of  Charles 
Darrow’s growth over the 
last few years. The concerted 
efforts to build leadership 
programs on the part of  the 
board of  directors, led by 
Shona Pelly, have worked 
hand-in-hand with several 
initiatives brought into the 
co-op by the United Way of  
York Region. 

Their programs 
have ranged from youth 
mentoring programs where 
teen residents take younger 
kids under their wings, 
leadership programs for 
young men and women, and 
other initiatives to provide 
creative outlets for teens, 
particularly young women 

in conjunction with Girls 
Inc. 

Daniele Zanotti, the 
United Way of  York Region’s 
CEO, said that the success 
of  the programs shows the 
power of  residents coming 
together. 

“The United Way used 
to rely on agencies and 
programs going in and 
providing help in the 
communities,” he said. 
“For us, this was huge, 
learning about people and 
neighbours actually solving 
issues on their own. It has 
changed the way we think 
about our work and how 
people can work in their 
neighbourhood to create 
healthy lifestyles, programs 
for the kids, and leadership. 
We’re so honoured they 
would partner with us and 
it is a testament that real 
change happens amongst 
neighbourhoods working 
together, not necessarily 
with agencies coming in.

“I will never forget 
being here a while back 
in the summer, and one of  
the kids told me, ‘I am not 
embarrassed to have other 
kids from my school come to 
Charles Darrow anymore.’ 
That is huge to say to a kid, 
‘come to my house.’” 

From page 1

United Way has been active in the community

Ontario needs to step up to lower hospital parking fares: Council

By Brock Weir

If  Aurora Council gets its way, it will cost 
you less to visit family, friends or loved ones 
at your local hospital.

But the buck stops at the Province of  
Ontario.

Councillors could pass a motion at 
Council this week which would request the 
Province to take necessary measures to allow 
local hospitals, such as Southlake, to “reduce 
and cap” parking at a fair rate.

The motion stems from last week’s General 
Committee meeting where John Hazelwood, 
representing FairHospitalParkingCharges.
org, spoke of  his group’s advocacy to 
encourage municipalities to pressure 
the Province into making fair parking at 
hospitals a reality. 

“We feel it is both fundamentally and 
morally wrong,” said Mr. Hazelwood of  the 
“exorbitant” parking at local hospitals.

Mr. Hazelwood’s group is a small collection 
of  people from Whitchurch-Stouffville and 
Markham with the ultimate goal in making 
a difference at Queen’s Park and helping 
people at “their most vulnerable moments.”

“The sick, the injured, the aged, the 
disabled, the chronically ill, the frantically 
worried and the poor cannot advocate for 
their need when personal healthcare crises 
are before them,” he said. “In the midst 
of  this challenging and sometimes tragic 
circumstances, Ontario hospitals and 
governments must not download budgetary 
pressures on the hospital clientele. We 
believe that hospital budgets can be achieved 
in a much more compassionate way.”

The group’s work, he added, was not 
a campaign to “undermine” the work of  
hospitals, but a matter of  seeking what they 
believe is fairness across the board. 

The motion to ask the Premier and the 
Minister of  Long Term Care to upload 
whatever necessary to make this a reality 
was formed by Councillors at the table. While 
it has the majority support of  Councillors 
going this week, their support was not 
without conditions. 

While debating the motion, Councillors 
were cautious about the ramifications of  
such a motion, concerned that the users and 

taxpayers could be adversely impacted. 
“We have to be careful the impact doesn’t 

come back on the province with respect to 
how they fund this and they look at the overall 
program and [make sure] it is balanced so it 
doesn’t come back,” said Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes. “They’re going to have to find the 
money somewhere, but it is important to look 
at.”

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, for instance, sits on 
the Southlake Board. He told Mr. Hazelwood 
that parking is an important revenue source 
for the hospitals and what he suggested could 
be alternative funding. Mr. Hazelwood said 
he understood that, and that’s why they are 
taking it to the province to that planning.

He has taken his group to meet with MPPs 
and CEOs of  hospitals within York Region 
and beyond and their answer is simple – 
they don’t want to see the parking revenue 
depleted, he said. 

“Southlake is running at a budget deficit 
and closed beds and laid off  nurses,” said 
Mayor Dawe. “That revenue is important, so 
if  you take the revenue off  the parking it has 
to come from somewhere else. There is only 
one place it is coming from – the taxpayer. 
Anything else and we’re fooling ourselves. 
We have to accept that is how it is going to 
happen and I really think the whole issue of  
hospital funding has to be investigated.”

From the perspective of  Councillor 
Evelyn Buck, it is going to be the users who 
are going to feel the impact in the end. People 
pay for it as users, pay for it as contributors 
to provincial health care, and pay for use of  
facilities.

“We pay, and we pay, and we pay,” she said. 
“I am surprised it has taken this long for 
families of  ill patients, seriously ill patients, 
and not all of  them old, that there hasn’t 
been some sort of  movement within our 
community before now to demand that the 
province pay attention to this very serious 
human problem in our province. 

“I would like to support this resolution if  it 
was better informed, if  some time was spent 
learning exactly how our hospitals function 
and who is responsible for the decision we’re 
joining in a protest against, and that is the 
high fees charged for parking while you are 
visiting a very ill relative.”

Sylvia Patterson of the Re-
gion of York, former MPP 
Charles Beer, and May-
or Geoffrey Dawe were 
on hand for Charles Dar-
row Co-Op’s anniversary 
celebration on Saturday.

Auroran photo  
by Brock Weir
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Doors Open Aurora 2013 Welcomes Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts
By Jacqueline Stuart
Honorary Member,

Town of Aurora  
Heritage Advisory Committee

From classrooms to living rooms, 
the building at number 64 Wells 
Street is undergoing major changes.

Aurora’s first high school building 
was erected on this site, overlooking 
the Town Park, in 1892. 

Up to that point the four-year-old 
high school had been accommodated 
on the second floor of  the public 
school on Church Street (now 
the Aurora Cultural Centre). The 
purpose-built structure on Wells 
Street was a proud achievement for 
the town. 

It is to be hoped that the teachers 
and curriculum and learning 
materials were lively and stimulating, 
because the building itself  assuredly 
was not. Constructed of  dark brick, 
trimmed with dark-painted wood, it 
may have met late Victorian notions 
of  suitably sober school architecture 
but it was not an inviting building.

That first building had four 
classrooms and a library, along with 
cloakrooms and a lavatory. The 
slow but steady growth of  Aurora’s 
population in the early years of  the 
twentieth century, combined with a 
growing acceptance of  the value of  
secondary education, meant that by 
the early 1920s a larger high school 
was badly needed. It was decided to 
build an addition consisting of  three 
classrooms, a gymnasium and an 
auditorium.

A number of  sources state that 
the old high school burned down. 
The writer of  this article has never 
found any evidence of  such a fire 
(and surely it would be mentioned in 
the local press!) or of  a fire during the 
remodelling of  the building.

“Remodelling” hardly describes 
the extent of  the changes, although 
it was the term used at the time. 
The dour old Romanesque building 

became a light and airy school 
in a combination of  Georgian 
and Neoclassical Revival styles, 
constructed of  a light brick and 
with white-painted wood pilasters, 
pediments, cornices and window-
and-door frames. 

It was all topped off  by eight silver 
urns at the roofline. At the time of  
the official re-opening of  the school, 
in November of  1923, architect David 
R. Franklin said the building was “of  
the Georgian type and purely British 
design.” Deep within and beneath, 
however, some elements of  the old 
school were incorporated in the new 
structure.

By the late 1940s 
two new schools were 
needed in Aurora. 
The Public School 
board had acquired 
additional land on 
Victoria Street to allow 
for the replacement of  
the grand but outdated 
school on Church 
Street. The High School 
Board had its eyes on a 
property on Dunning 
Avenue which could 
accommodate a high school with 
modern facilities and enough space 
for not only the anticipated post-
war growth of  Aurora’s population, 
but also for students from the 
neighbouring townships. 

In the end only one new school 
was built: the Aurora District High 
School (later The Dr. G. W. Williams 
Secondary School). 

Instead of  constructing a new 
building, the Public School Board 
purchased the former high school on 
Wells Street. After the addition of  a 
wing at the rear, the building became 
the new home of  the Aurora Public 
School in 1952. 

One teacher of  the time later 
reminisced that the staff  felt they had 
“died and gone to heaven,” thanks 
to the existence of  a staff  room, an 

office for the principal and easily-
cleaned linoleum floors in the new 
kindergarten and Grade 1 rooms.

In 1958, the name of  the school 
was changed to Wells Street Public 
School, as in that year the town’s 
second public school was opened on 
George Street.

A million-dollar renovation was 
carried out at Wells Street in 1990, 
with very careful attention to the 
preservation of  the architectural 
details.

Less than twenty years later, it 
was decided that the school needed 
further major work. From September 

of  2007, Wells Street 
students were bussed 
to Aurora Grove Public 
School, while decisions 
were made about what to 
do about the building on 
Wells. For the first time 
in 150 years, no one was 
starting the school year 
on Wells Street. 

The students never 
returned. The Wells 
Street school property 
was sold in 2011.

Now the old school is 
to take on a new life. Visitors to this 
site during Doors Open Aurora on 
August 17 will certainly see many 
signs of  the old school. 

But they will also be able 
to see what is planned for its 
new incarnation: Wells Street 
Schoolhouse Lofts. Showrooms and 
a model of  the sensitively-enlarged 
building will show how Wells Street 
will look during its next 90 years.

Don’t miss this change to tour the 
Wells Street Lofts located at 64 Wells 
Street on Saturday, August 17 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

For more information about Doors 
Open Aurora, or to volunteer for the 
event, please visit www.aurora.ca and 
click on the Doors Open icon on the 
front page.
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Youth bands and Aurora’s past to 
shine Canada Day weekend

By Brock Weir

Whether you are a teen looking to 
showcase your musical talent, a more 
seasoned citizen looking to rock out to 
the tunes of  your youth, a citizen at large 
looking for a stroll down memory lane, 
or looking to end the long weekend with 
a resounding bang – this is definitely 
your weekend.

Aurora is pulling out all the stops 
this weekend for a three-day party to 
remember. Festivities get underway at 
the Aurora Community Centre with a 
Youth Band Showcase and MuchMusic 
Dance Party this Saturday afternoon 
running through 1 a.m. 

The afternoon kicks off  at 4 p.m. with 
live performances by local youth bands, 
performances by Tyler Shaw Music, 
and the MuchMusic Video Dance Party. 
Entry is free and organizers promise 
“free giveaways, prizes and more.”

The showcase will feature five local 
bands from Aurora and Newmarket, 
ages 12 – 19, playing everything from 
today’s pop to classic rock. Social media 
will also be a big thing at the event, 
bringing in an Instagram booth to 
capture the fun. 

“We have a full stage, lighting and 
sound system coming in, so it is a 
professional setup for these bands,” says 
organizer Jamie Macdonald. “We’re 
combining with MuchMusic and their 
Much Covers program and we have 2012 
winner Tyler Shaw. That is a program 
between Much and Coca-Cola where 
they do an across-Canada talent search. 
Tyler will be coming out to perform and 
then we will have the video dance party 
to finish off  the evening.”

This will also be the last performance 
of  Taylor Mansillo as Aurora’s Teen 
Idol, as 2013’s Idol will be crowned 
Monday. 

The party shifts over to Town Park 
on Sunday with Dance in the Park, the 
annual celebration hosted by the Rotary 

Club of  Aurora, this time in conjunction 
with the Aurora 150 Committee and 
sponsored by State Farm Insurance.

The concert kicks off  at 2 p.m. 
with local entertainment running 
throughout the day, before the iconic 
rockers Lighthouse take the stage at 9 
p.m. 

There will be no shortage of  things to 
do on Canada Day itself, including the 
traditional Canada Day parade, which 
starts rolling south on Yonge Street at 
10 a.m. from Orchard Heights, bound for 
Murray Drive. Afterwards, festivities 
take over Lambert Willson Park for a 
day of  family fun. 

Heading in the opposite direction 
is the opening of  Aurora Collects: 
Revealing 150 Years of  our Shared 
History, a new exhibition at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre hosted by the Aurora 
Historical Society (AHS). 

Billed as a collaboration between the 
AHS, the Town, and community groups 
and individuals, it is intended to “shed 
light on the people, events, and ever-
changing landscapes that have shaped 
the Town of  Aurora.”

“Through a sampling of  objects, 
photographs and documents collected 
throughout its history, visitors are 
invited on a shared journey from the 
distant to near past, and are encouraged 
to remember and preserve their own 
community experiences by adding 
significant events to a visual timeline 
presented in the exhibition.”

The show officially debuts at 1 p.m in 
the second floor Aurora Room.

It has been months in the making as 
the AHS has culled several unique and 
rarely seen items from their collections, 
as well as the collections of  community 
groups throughout Town. As she has 
helped put everything together, curator 
Catherine Richards has developed a few 
personal highlights. 

“There is going to be a textile in the 
Continued on page 21
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Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

“Keeping your dreams...safe!”

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FREE, No Obligation Trial Program

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

Rec Cycle N’ Sports!
Celebrating our 21st Anniversary in Aurora

15483 Yonge St. Aurora, across from Howard Johnson Hotel 
Main Location:

up to

905-841-5757  •  www.recsports.ca

25% OFF
BICYCLE TUNE-UPS – ONLY $59.99 + parts & tax

BIKES 

ON-GOING 25% OFF 
ALL LACROSSE GEAR

EQUIPMENT CLEANING ON THE PREMISES
Great Gift Certificate Ideas for Grads...

Schools Out For Summer

Because it’s only your gear that stinks,
and Skate Sharpening Discount Cards

The Bank of Montreal at Yonge and Wellington used 
to be BMO’s only game in Town. Earlier this year, the 
Branch officially celebrated their 125th anniversary on 
the same spot and as Aurora marks its 150th Birthday, 
it remains one of the Town’s oldest surviving business-
es. (From Left) Laurie Smith, Marie DeSouza, Miriam 
Osti, branch manager Geoff Moore holding original 
bank ledgers dating back to 1936, Pina Nosela, and 
assistant bank manager Maureen Farrell.

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

 The Town of  Aurora 
will receive nearly $1.5 
million in 2013 from 
the Gas Tax Fund. This 
money will help keep 
our roads in working 
order, provide lighting 
for safer driving and 
fund sidewalks for 
families to use. When 
members of  our media 
ask why I attend the FCM 
Conference, I’m happy 
to tell them “I have 1.5 
million reasons to go.”

I am pleased 
that several of  our 
Councillors were able 
to attend. Consensus-
building doesn’t happen 
with a minority of  
representatives. Multiple 
representatives also help 
ensure that opportunities 

don’t get missed. 
Case in point, 

Councillors Abel, 
Thompson and I had 
the chance to speak to 
Bernard Lord, former 
Premier of  New 
Brunswick, who is now 
the President and CEO 
of  the Canadian Wireless 
and Telecommunications 
Association. With our 
ongoing concerns about 
lax cellular tower siting 
and communication 
protocols, Mr. Lord’s 
comments were 
particularly insightful 
and gave us the 
opportunity to express 
our concerns to someone 
with the ability to 
effect change in the 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
industry.

Opportunities like this 
don’t just happen. You 
make them. The FCM 
Conference is full of  these 
opportunities and I look 
forward to seizing future 
chances to participate 
and secure a prosperous 
future for Aurora.   

After a tempestuous 
spring, our warming 
weather is just in time 
for our upcoming Canada 
Day and Aurora 150 
celebrations from June 
29 to July 1. The many 
family-friendly activities 
include the Youth Music 
Extravaganza, Dance 
in the Park featuring 
Lighthouse and our 
parade and fireworks. It’s 
a great chance to show 
your civic pride. I hope to 
see you there!

W A N T E D
House in the Devins Drive 

Public School area. 
Pool or pool-size lot –

Tom Litweller
416-200-1953

From page 7

Growing Together: The Bank of Montreal in Aurora
By Brock Weir

As Aurora celebrates 
its 150th anniversary, 
The Auroran begins 
a new series on some 
of  the long-standing 
Aurora businesses that 
have served generations. 
This week: The Bank of  
Montreal at Yonge Street 
and Wellington Street..

Few businesses in 
Aurora, if  any, can boast 
they have served the 
same community on the 
very same corner for 
almost as long as the 
Town has existed. But, 
Aurora’s first Bank of  
Montreal location is no 
ordinary bank. 

Founded at the 
corner of  Yonge and 
Wellington in 1888, their 
services have been a 
permanent feature on 
one of  Machell’s original 
corners. 

“I think it is the 
community focus,” 
says Branch Manager 
Geoff  Moore of  why 
his BMO location has 
flourished along with 
the Town around it. 
“We work very hard at 
hiring the right people 
so that when we have 
customer interaction, 
every interaction 
will be positive and 
professional. Longevity 
becomes really 
important.

“Whether it is the 
Bank Manager or 

the customer service 
representative who is 
greeting the customers 
when they are doing a 
deposit or withdrawal, 
people like to see the 
same face – especially 
if  it is the same face 
who has been here long 
enough that you can 
greet them by name 
and ask about the 
kids because everyone 
knows each other. It is 
professionalism plus 
one.” 

BMO was established 
in Aurora on January 18, 
1888. While the Town is 
celebrating its 150 years 
since Machell’s Corners 
was established as the 
Village of  Aurora, it 
wasn’t established as 
a Town until less than 
30 days before the bank 
opened up its doors. 

It was not the first 
bank on the site, as a 
bank was established 
within the general store 
that had previously 
been on the corner, but 
after incarnations as 
the Federal Bank, and 
later the Ontario Bank, 
a series of  mergers led to 
the Bank of  Montreal we 
know today. 

This first building 
was replaced with a new, 
modern brick structure 
in 1922 in a model almost 
identical to the BMO 
branch currently at the 
corner of  Main Street 
and Timothy Street 
in Newmarket. This 

distinctive building was 
eventually replaced by 
the current dark brick, 
single storey structure 
in the mid-1970s.

Mr. Moore is on his 
second tour of  duty at the 
bank, after first starting 
there in personal 
lending in 1982. Even 
in that short window of  
time, relatively speaking 
as far as this branch is 
concerned, the changes 
are evident.

“We have had the 
luxury of  having staff  
that is typical of  a small 
town where staff  are 
working at the branch 
for 10, 15, or 20 years,” he 
says. “At our anniversary 
this year, we had some 
staff  attending, retirees, 
who were here that long 
in just this one branch. 
That is typical of  small-
town Ontario. You can’t 
call Aurora small-town 
Ontario anymore but 
back in the 1950s, 60s, 
and 70s it certainly was. 

“Some staff  have 
been dealing here in 
lending capacities for 
so long that they have 
dealt with parents, and 
as the children of  those 
parents started to grow 
up, it was dealing with 
them with student loans 
and personal mortgages, 
and that is a 20 year 
family scenario.”

Since that time 
though, as families have 
grown and the Town has 
evolved, so too have the 

expectations of  what 
people expect from their 
bank. A large majority 
of  people, he says, rarely 
venture beyond the 
bank machines unless 
they are coming in to 
replace their debit cards 
or to handle things like 
mortgages and student 
loans. The people that 
regularly come in are the 
ones who always have, 
and likely will be the 
ones who always will. 

Next up for the bank 
is a little bit of  a facelift. 
Originally slated for 
full renovations this 
year, that was put on the 
backburner until the 
start of  the 2014 fiscal 
year which, for BMO, 
starts this November. 

In Good Company
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By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Blue Jays 
have continued their red 
hot pace with dominant 
wins over the Midland 
Indians and Mansfield 
Cubs this week, improving 
their winning streak to 
eight games.

Pitcher Brent Owen had 
six strikeouts, a no-hitter 
going into the fifth inning 
and pitched a complete 
game 9 – 1 win over 
Midland last Tuesday and 
said the Jays seem to have 
production coming from all 
areas mid-way through the 
season.

“I am feeling pretty 
good, the arm is nice and 
loose and I’m always feeling 
ready to go,” he said.

“We’ve been hitting 
the hell out of  the ball, 
pitching well, defence is 
tight and everything seems 
to be working right at the 
moment.”

Countering on the 
mound for Midland was 
pitcher Tim Coburn, who 
was roughed up by the Jays 
bats and was also tagged for 
a few throwing errors that 
led to runs for Aurora.

By the bottom of  the 
fourth inning the Jays built 
themselves a comfortable 
7 – 0 lead, with Ian Gabel 
connecting for his second 
home run of  the season – 
his first was against Lisle 
last week.

“It’s going pretty good,” 
said Gabel post game. “It 
feels good to win the games 
and also to hit a couple 
homeruns.”

In the top of  the 
fifth, Midland quashed 
Owen’s bid for a no-hitter, 
connecting for their lone 
run of  the game on a double 
by Tyler Hayes. 

The Jays would add two 
more runs on the bottom 
of  the sixth to make it 9 – 1, 
while Owens closed out his 
fifth win of  the season with 
a beauty strikeout.

“We look pretty good, 
I think we have a good 
shot at winning it all this 
year – we won the OBA’s 
[provincial championships] 
last year, so I think we can 
win that again,” said Gabel. 
“Confidence is running 
high and we’re at a lighter 
part of  the schedule right 
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11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555

RichmondHillSubaru.com
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17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS
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• 1491 sq. ft. of Luxury

•  New Premium Stainless 
Steel Appliances

• Freshly Painted

• 1st Class Amenities

•  Maintenance Fees Include 
Utilities and Cable TV

• Bedrooms: 2

• Bathrooms: 2

• Parking Spot: 1

• Locker: 1

416.236.1241

#4405-1 Palace Pier Court, Toronto

Just Reduced and 
Priced to Sell at$599, 9  00!

JM

 Move in and enjoy summer 
      on the wa� r� ont!

Jane McKaig
Broker

Jays continue their “red hot” streak

Blue Jays’ Chris Bloom sets up to take a pitch, while teammate Stephen Vallee  
attempts to steal second base in the bottom of the first inning against Midland.

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

now, so we should be able 
to run the table, but it will 
start to get tougher as we 
get closer to the playoffs.”

Mansfield Cubs
The Jays were right back 

to it on Wednesday night, 
pounding the Mansfield 
Cubs 9 – 2 on the road. 

The win keeps their 
winning streak alive and 
on pace with New Lowell, 
Ivy and Orillia for second 
place in the North Dufferin 
Baseball League senior 
standings.

Ian Milne got the win on 
the mound for the Jays and 
once again the bats powered 
Aurora to their eighth  
straight win.

Nathan Drury, Chris 
Fafalios, Ted Beadle and 
Ryan Lewis went deep for 
the Jays, giving them an 
incredible four home runs 
in the game.

Michael Keon also 
contributed on both offense 
and defense, going two for 
four at the plate and making 
a highlight reel snag in left 
field.

Keon said the Jays are 
chugging along nicely at 
an important time of  the 
season.

“The biggest difference 
right now for us is the 
offence – we’re just hitting 
consistently,” he explained. 
“We’ve scored at least 
seven runs in the last seven 
games that we have won, so 
if  you’re scoring that many 
it’s tough to lose. You can 
disguise some mistakes, 
whether it be pitching 
mistakes or defensive 
mistakes if  you’re scoring a 
lot of  runs. That’s probably 
the biggest difference 
between the first few games 
of  the year and the last 
seven.”

He also praised a couple 
of  his teammates and said 
confidence is at an all-time 

high for the reigning OBA 
champs.

“One of  our all-stars, 
Stephen Valley, he has 
continued to just hit and 
Chris Bloom, who had 
missed a few games, has an 
average in the .600 range, he 
came up with a couple more 
hits tonight too.

“The confidence is 
definitely sky high and 
that’s not just confidence 
in yourself, but you’ve 
got confidence in all your 
teammates. It’s always a 
good feeling that even if  
you get down a few runs, 
you’ve got such a deep 
lineup and can easily come 
back. I think with baseball 
being such a mental game, 
it’s a big aspect of  it.”

However, the real test 
is still to come, as the Jays 
move ahead into a tougher 
stretch in the schedule 
where they will face 
opponents that are either 
ahead or chasing them in 
the standings.

“With the rain-outs it 
has kind of  been a little 
scarce, so we’ve got two or 
three games a week for the 
next little while, so it will 
be a pretty good test,” said 
Keon. “We close the season 
with games against some 
of  the top teams, so this 
middle stretch is important 
for us just to play well and 
put ourselves in a good 
position for home field in 
the playoffs.”

Home games for the 
Jays take place on Tuesday 
nights at Lambert Willson 
Park. This week they 
will try to keep their 
winning streak alive 
against the Bolton Dodgers 
(Wednesday) and Nobleton 
Cornhuskers (Saturday), 
both on the road.

For schedules, stats and 
more on the North Dufferin 
Baseball League, visit www.
ndbl.ca
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HOUSE LEAGUE
GIRLS

U11
Pink 2 -
P Cooper Scotiabank,
White 1 -
C. Paraskevopolous.

U11
Global Pet Food,
Scarlet 5 -
S Azam 2, V McColl 2, T
MacLennan.
Ice Photo, Sky 2 -
M Pereira, C Bilousov.

U11
Woodbine Medical,
Royal Blue 5 -
B Lynagh 3, J Tremidtis,
S Carnovale.
Dr. Weeden, Purple 1 -
K Mirshahi.

U12
Magna, Purple 2 -
J Figueroa, A Diaz.
SKY 1-
C Findlay.

U12
Oakridges Outfitters,
Scarlett 2 -
A Spinelli.
Volkswagen Richmond
Hill Royal 2-
K Branigan.

U12
Sabrina Imseis Royal
Lepage, Pink 2 -
S. Casey, D O'Reilly.
Hartwell Thayer, Gold 0

U12
Oakridges Outfitters,
Scarlett 3 -
A Spinelli 2, A Pa-

padopoulos.
Hartwell Thayer Gold 3
-
L Giorgi 2,
S Olexa.

U12
Magna, Purple 6 -
A. Diaz 2, P Porter 2, I
Ferguson C Vechiarutti.
Volkswagen Richmond
Hill Royal 1 -
C Szkutnik.

U12
Sky 2 -
M Mcgee 2.
Sabrina Imseis
Royal Lepage Pink 0

U13
Lifestyle Home Cre-
ations, Maroon 0.
Sky 5 -

E Bellerby, S MacLeod, B
Fraser, S Weller, T
VanStiphout.

U13
Guaranteed Roofing,
Emerald 1 -
M Sadowski.
CGI Black 2 -
V Carriere, N Webster.

U13
Scotiabank Scarlet 1 -
M Bourgeois.
Home Hardware, Gold 5
-
J Sproul 2, A McGregor
2, E McGregor

BOYS
U12
Backyard Pool & Spa,
Sky 7 -
A Wolanski 3, D Berko 2,

AURORAYOUTH
SOCCER CLUB RESULTS

Results June 13 - June 20, 2013

The scores are sponsored by:

S Duarte 1, D Henriquez. Mir-
conex,
Gold 4 -
C Judson 2 , B Macris, A Miranda.

U13
Ice Photo, Sky 4 -
N Arias, D Blom, L Campisi, N
Vamvakaris.
Soccer Nation, Lime 3
C Sands, D Pelipenko 2.

U16-18
Upper Canada Mall, Scarlet 3 -
Y Chehade, A Dos Santos, N
Theodorou.
Upper Canada Mall, Emerald 3 -
AMarsland 2, D Duran.

U16-18
Upper Canada Mall, Black 2 K
Kim, R Smith.
Upper Canada Mall, Gold 4 C
Screech, B Wilson, E Balcovec 2.

Scores compiled by Virginia

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to re-
solve parenting, support, and property is-
sues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on 
achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

#201�-�16610�Bayview�Avenue,�Newmarket
PH:�905-953-0023�FX:�905-953-0023�
e-mail:�pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 
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Courses Starting:

905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!

June 27 - 4 Days
July 3  –  4 Days

Runner Joey Stel wants to make history of his own
By Jeff Doner

Joey Stel, a 16-year-old 
runner from Aurora High, 
knows his school’s cross 
country history includes an 
OFSAA gold as recently as 
2007, but the grade 11 student 
is taking it upon himself  to 
try and keep that tradition 
rolling and make some 
history of  his own.

Recently, Joey has had 
some important races 
that have helped him get 
his overall time down and 
build his endurance for the 
summer season, including 
the Midland Legion District 
E Championships last 
weekend where he came in 
second.

Joey is a member of  the 
Newmarket Huskies cross 
country running team and 
is also active in the Aurora 
Golden Eagles running team 
as both a participant and a 
coach.

Having played numerous 
sports throughout his life, 
Joey said running started 
becoming a possibility when 
he was in grade six. A few 
years later when he was in 
grade nine, he started getting 
a little more serious with the 
sport.

“From Grade 6 to 9 it was a 
cross country focus, because 
it was a lot cooler to me and 
then I really stepped it up to 
try and take it somewhere 
when I was in high school, 
because we had very good 
runners at the school when I 
first came in,” he explained. 
“At the time we had some 
very gifted athletes at my 
school. The running team 
was very highly regarded by 
many in the province.”

Before getting into cross 
country, Joey played a bevy 

of  different sports, but he 
admitted that things never 
really clicked with the other 
sports.

He trains six days a week, 
which includes two workouts 
a week at Pickering College 
for speed training with the 
Huskies and up to a 16 km 
run every Monday. But his 
training doesn’t stop there.

“For me to get better, I’ll 
start at January at 12 km 
and work myself  up to 16 km 
and work back down to build 
stamina and my endurance,” 

he said. “I’ll start working 
down as the speed work 
starts to happen with the 
club. Now at this point at the 
start of  the summer, I should 
start getting a lot faster times 
when I’m doing the 12 or 13 
km’s now.”

However, Joey was quick 
to admit that seeing all those 
cross country trophies and 
photos from years past in 
the halls at school keeps him 
inspired.

“My teachers would 
always talk about these 
guys who would win it all 
for our school,” he said. 
“Even the Wikipedia page 
for our school says the 
biggest accomplishment for 
our school in sports is the 
cross country team that won 
OFSAA.”

He was also quick 

to credit runner, Eric 
Macpherson, for taking him 
under his wing and showing 
him the ropes when he was 
a fresh-faced grade nine 
student testing the waters in 
cross country.

“He was so good to us,” 
Joey said of  Macpherson. 
“He would basically show us 
the ins and outs of  every race 
and show things because we 
were the rookies.”

So, with some words 
of  wisdom and a solid 
understanding of  what 

needed to be done to get 
better, Joey soon took off  
and went to regionals with 
the Huskies, which marked 
the first time he competed 
against runners outside of  
his school.

“The first time I went I 
came in eleventh and that 
was sort of  a butt kicking, 
so then I stepped up with 
my coach and at school and 
did a full year and other 
than running, started doing 
core training to work other 
areas of  the body and just get 
better.”

As of  today, his best race 
is the 3,000m, but said once 
he gets to the university level 
he hopes to compete in the 
5,000m race as well.

“In the 3,000 I’m at nine 
minutes and six seconds, 
right now I sit 0.4 of  a second 

off  the national standard 
to make nationals. So that’s 
really close to where I need 
to be.”

He said he’s so close to 
meeting his mark that he 
can taste it, which has been 
helping him forge ahead 
in preparation for his next 
challenge this week.

“This week I hope to break 
and beat my time and then 
I can make my first track 
nationals appearance in 
Langley, British Colombia,” 
he said.

Joey will be racing in 
the York Twilight, which is 
a race where people try to 
improve their personal best 
time. The time collected at 
the York Twilight can be 
used to qualify for nationals.

“It would be a huge step 
forward if  I get below nine 
minutes and six seconds this 
week,” he said. “I’ll get to 
fly over to British Colombia 
again for another nationals 
but this time it would be for 
my first track and that would 
be on Aug. 9.”

With another trip to 
nationals on the radar, 
Joey listed his first trip to a 
national competition as his 
career highlight thus far.

“The nationals I made 
last November for junior 
cross country was probably 
my biggest achievement so 
far,” he said. “I was selected 
to be on our national squad 
to go to the junior nationals 
in Vancouver, BC. I made 
nationals two years before 
I was supposed to. The 
minimum age is supposed 
to be Grade 12 and I was in 
Grade 10.”

Even though he said the 
rain failed to cease the entire 
time he was there, not all was 
lost.

“It was a great 
experience because we got 
to jump right into the ocean 
after the race. There were 
only 20 or so kids my age 
that got to go to nationals for 
junior. That was definitely 
my greatest achievement 
there. For me it was my first 
every national experience 

and flying out there with 
the boys was amazing.”

With a summer of  races 
still ahead, Joey explained 
that keeping in shape is not 
the only important part to 
getting ready for nationals; 
a strict schedule is also 
needed to make sure he is 
prepared.

Joey Stel, second left, participates in a recent run. 
Submitted photo
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Family’s “tush push” continues to grow

Aurora’s “Push for Your Tush” to benefit Colon Cancer Canada, was founded by 
(from left) Jen, Holly, and Kate Shepherd – along with Kathy Cartan, far right – of 
Tanya’s Tushies, continuing the legacy left by their sister-in-law, Tanya Shepherd, 
after her battle with the disease. They were joined by Colon Cancer Canada founder 
Amy Elmaleh, second right, at Saturday’s event at Lambert Willson Park.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

Tanya Shepherd did not take 
everything with her when she lost her 
battle with colon cancer in 2009. 

In the five months it took from her 
initial diagnosis for her valiant fight to 
come to an end, she was not one to take 
matters, as it were, sitting down. 

She founded “Tanya’s Tushies”, a 
group of  women and their families 
to get their rears into gear and raise 
money and awareness for colon cancer.

Today, this legacy is carried on by 
her sisters and sisters-in-law, and the 
Shepherd women were out in full force 
in Aurora for the annual “Push for 
Your Tush”, benefiting Colon Cancer 
Canada.

The Shepherds – Jen from 
Schomberg, Kate from Kettleby, and 
Holly from Newmarket, were just one 
of  several teams who came to run 
or walk in memory of  a loved one, 
to support someone currently in the 
fight, or those who emerged from the 
fight victorious.

“We were looking for somewhere to 
show our support and somewhere to 
keep Tanya’s memory alive, somewhere 
we could help,” said Jen. “We stumbled 
across Colon Cancer Canada, and 
talking to [founder Amy Elmaleh] we 
decided this is where we want to put in 
our efforts and that is how we decided 
to start our Aurora walk.”

Since the foundation of  Tanya’s 
Tushies, they have raised nearly 
$40,000 for Colon Cancer Canada and, 
with the help of  fellow “Tushie” Kathy 
Cardon, they have ensured Aurora’s 
run continues to flourish year after 
year. The choice of  Aurora, for a family 
that is rather spread through York 
Region, was a strategic one. 

“We wanted to draw from a lot of  
York Region and this is a little bit 
more central,” said Jen. “People have 
actually heard of  it, as Schomberg 
is not as popular! We just loved the 
venue when we found it. The trail goes 
through a little wooded area and it is 

perfect. We have been so happy with the 
results. The first year we quadrupled 
our expectations and it blew us away.

“We thought we had to keep up the 
momentum and last year we did even 
more than we expected. We have seen 
the same few teams come back, we 
have seen a few teams each year, which 
is amazing, and we are just continually 
surprised by our results and thrilled 
that the word is getting out, the 
message is getting out there, and we’re 
still doing it.”

Another pair of  sisters, hailing 
from Holland Landing, were joined by 
a friend in support at the Run. Heather 
and Denise McConnell participated 
in the run with their father last year. 
Sadly, he too lost his battle, but they, 
and friend Rachel Velema, soldier on.

“For us last year it was a great 
way support our dad through all his 
treatments and be there for him,” said 
Heather. “Today it is more to remember 
him and support other people who are 
suffering with it.”

Colon Cancer Canada was founded 
by Ms. Elmaleh after her own mother 
fought and lost to the disease. Her 
family, she said, was hit hard by 
an issue nobody was talking about. 
Whether it was a cancer people liked 
to keep “hush-hush”, or whether it was 
simply an awareness issue, they set 
about to make a difference.

“The doctors said all the time that if  
my mom had been screened for colon 
cancer 10 years earlier, she would still 
be here today and she would know my 
children, but she is not,” said Amy. 
“Nobody really wants to talk about this 
disease because of  the tests, because 
of  where it has to go, what you have to 
do, but it would really be much better 
to have a colonoscopy or a screening 
test than getting colon cancer.

“We still have a lot more to 
do because there are over 20,000 
Canadians being diagnosed every year 
with colon cancer, so we clearly need to 
be making more noise for people who 
are touched.”
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Arts & Culture

It is a reunion at Theatre Aurora this week as cast members of last year’s produc-
tion of The Laramie Project reunite for The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later. The 
challenging play explores the aftermath of a community coming to grips with a 
hate crime and the various reactions experienced by a wide range of characters. 
The play runs through June 28.   Auroran photo by David Falconer

TA’s The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later – A Review
By Scott Johnston

Following on last year’s 
terrific and thought-
provoking production of  
“The Laramie Project”, 
Theatre Aurora has done 
it again with “The Laramie 
Project – Ten Years Later”.

Both plays are based 
on the true events of  the 
kidnapping, beating and 
eventual death in October 
1998 of  Matthew Shepard, 
a university student in 
Laramie, Wyoming.  

Shortly after this event, 
Moises Kaufman and a 
team from the Tectonic 
Theatre Project travelled 
to Laramie, conducting 
over 200 interviews 
with its citizens.  Their 
1999 production of  “The 
Laramie Project”, which 
is now one of  the most 
performed plays in North 
America, was synthesized 
from the resulting 
material.

The new play “Ten 

Years Later” is just that; a 
return visit by the Tectonic 
Theatre to the town.  They 
find that physically the 
town has changed, but have 
the people?  

Through a series 
of  short vignettes, it’s 
explored how the events 
of  ten years earlier are 
viewed by residents, how 
perceptions may have 
changed, and whether any 
good has come from such a 
terrible tragedy.

The play stands on its 
own, and it is not necessary 
to have seen the first one in 
order to follow and enjoy 
this production.

Producer Steve Wolfer 
and Director Sergio 
Calderon and their team 
have once again done a 
great job adapting this 
play to the Factory Theatre 
through the use of  music, 
sound, lighting, and video 
screens.

The simple stage lends 
itself  to both rapid and 

seamless transitions 
between the various 
vignettes, and focuses 
attention on the characters.

One of  the main reasons 
this play works so well is 
the terrific cast of  five men 
and five women, all but one 
of  whom were part of  the 
original Theatre Aurora 
production 16 months ago.  
Between them, they play 
dozens of  roles ranging 
from students, to police 
officers, to media, to friends 
and family members, 
to average citizens, to 
politicians, to members 
of  the Tectonic Theatre 
Project, and even the men 
charged in the murder.

All of  them play their 
parts perfectly, needing 
only very basic props 
and costume changes to 
transform themselves from 
character to character.

 While the subject 
matter of  this play is 
difficult, the play itself  is 
thought-provoking, and 

this wonderful production 
will keep you engrossed 
until the very end. 

Evening performances 

of  this limited production 
of  “The Laramie Project – 
Ten Years Later” continue 
at Theatre Aurora, 150 

Henderson Drive, June 26-
28.  Tickets are available 
through the box office at 
905-727-3669.

Celebrate Aurora, 
the new Aurora music 
festival, taking place 
this July in Town Park 
will present an array 
of  proven, local, and 
developing talent to 
take the stage on the 
weekend of  July 26 – 
July 28.

The numerous 
performances that 
weekend will include 

tribute bands Hot Rocks, 
Crush, and California 
Sun, celebrating the 
music of  the Rolling 
Stones, the Beach Boys 
and Bon Jovi. Local 
favourites, including 
Big Table, Glenn Marais, 
and others will grace 
the stage with original 
songs and covers that 
audiences are sure to 
enjoy.

Also featured at 
Celebrate Aurora will 
be a range of  up and 
coming young talent 
like The One Percent, 
as well as budding stars 
like Matina Z and Frank 
Ryan.

Music industry 
veterans Farley Flex 
and Jamie Shear are 
coordinating the talent. 
The duo have collectively 

have produced scores of  
shows and festivals. 

In addition to these 
performances, watch 
for the “Aurora’s Got 
the Voice” and “So 
You Think Aurora Can 
Dance” competitions 
that will be neatly 
inserted into the 20-plus 
hours of  entertainment.

Flex and “So You 
Think You Can Dance 

Canada” finalist Miles 
Faber expect to discover 
the future stars of  
Aurora. Auditions have 
begun and will continue 
throughout the festival 
weekend, with both 
finals taking place on 
Sunday, July 28.

For more 
information, go to 
w w w. h a b a c h a t . c o m /
celebrateaurora. 

Celebrate 
Aurora 

festival 
starts taking 

shape
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Cast reunites to tell continuing story of Laramie Singing seniors from across the 
GTA showed what they were 
made of at the annual Senior 
Stars competition held at the 
Aurora Legion last Wednesday. 
From right: Jean-Paul Reymont 
took top honours with his ren-
dition of “If I Were A Rich Man,” 
while Judith McCoubrey scored 
second with “The Impossible 
Dream”, and Gene Manchester 
third with “My Way.” The three 
may advance to nationals this 
fall.

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

When Theatre 
Aurora mounted its 
first production of  The 
Laramie Project, the story 
of  a town coming to grips 
with the murder of  a 
gay teen, director Sergio 
Calderon had a word of  
caution for his actors.

“You should feel proud 
if  people walk out of  our 
show – not because of  the 
quality, but because of  the 
content,” he recalls telling 
the cast. “If  they are angry, 
let them be angry. That is 
a great way to examine 
why somebody is angry at 
the subject matter that is 
presented.”

The Laramie Project 
is a no-holds-barred 
play penned by Moises 
Kaufman and members 
of  the Tectonic Theatre 
Project. It is a gripping 
account of  the murder of  
Matthew Shepard, a gay 
student, whose murder 
was deemed a hate crime. 
It follows the people of  
Laramie, Wyoming, as the 
crime sinks in, examining 
their own tolerance, 
intolerance, strengths and 
faults. 

The Theatre Aurora 
cast is once again 
visiting Laramie this 
week, bringing to life 
“The Laramie Project: 
10 years Later”, revising 
the characters a decade 
on which, for better or 
worse, left such a lasting 
impression the first time 
around. 

When the opportunity 
came up for Mr. Calderon 
to slip one more 

production into Theatre 
Aurora’s current season, 
he was so moved by the 
play he did everything he 
could to put it all together. 
Reuniting all his original 
cast members bar one 
(he has since moved to 
The Netherlands), they 
were eager to take on the 
challenge again. 

“This is 10 years later 
and people originally 
had time to process 
and think about what it 
meant to them and how 
it affected their lives,” 
says Mr. Calderon of  the 
characters being brought 
to life. “When we revisited 
them, they had undergone 
a lot of  changes. Police 
officers that were involved 
in the investigations had 
changed in terms of  their 
outlook on life, there were 
a lot of  admissions of  how 
homophobic they were 
or scared of  the notion 
of  homosexuals, and now 
they advocate with the 
Shepard family as they go 
to Washington to fight for 
legislative changes [for 
hate crimes].

During the original 
production, the emotions 
of  the actors were very 
“raw” to the story, he said, 
whether they had already 
read The Laramie Project 
or simply tackling it for 
the first time. They too 
had grown since the first 
production, having time 
to better understand their 
own feelings towards the 
work. 

“It’s a gift to have a 
cast who already knows 
the first story so well and 
are intimately able to 

continue the story, mindful 
of  the style and period the 
characterizations they had 
already worked on several 
months ago,” he said. “It is 
incredibly rare that a cast 
will get together to not only 
remount a show but to get 
together a year later with 
everyone’s availability and 
enthusiasm for a project to 
be maintained, to put on a 
sequel.”

Since rehearsals began, 
he has had a positive 
reception from the cast 
and crew and hopes 
Theatre Aurora’s trip back 
to Laramie will be just 
as successful this time. 
Last year, he says he was 
“completely shocked” by 
the theatre community’s 
positive reaction. 

“Not one person 
walked out of  our first 
production and our cast 
was disappointed because 
they thought they were 
putting on this work that 
would be very challenging 
to our audiences,” he says. 
“What was surprising was 
how the Aurora audiences 
embraced the telling of  the 
story and the willingness 
to do that self-reflection 
about the subject matter 
and the way they thought 
about these topics.

“With that in mind, we 
can’t offend them with this 
topic anymore, so I think it 
is now a time to celebrate 
the fact that we do live 
in such a diverse and 
accepting society, at least 
in Canada, that we are free 
to express these kinds of  
artistic works without the 
fear of  backlash or the fear 
of  condemnation.”
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

A Breach of 
Public Trust

If  it is even possible, 
the situation in Ottawa 
has escalated now that the 
Mounties have been called 
in. Allegations of  “Breach 
of  Public Trust” are being 
bandied about in relation 
to the purported spending 
transgressions of  a few of  
our Senators.  

It’s the same charge 
that has been levied 
against the beleaguered 
Mayor Fontana, the 
London, ON, Mayor who 
is alleged to have used 
federal money to pay for 
his child’s wedding.  Not 
sure of  the details but 
again it is the RCMP that 
has laid the charge.

Given the severity of  
the potential implications 
of  such a charge, it is not 
one that is levelled lightly 
and I am astonished, 
frankly, to see it being 
used in connection with 
the alleged shenanigans 
of  the members of  our 
most senior house of  
government.  

As per my post last 
week, I am loathe to pile on 
the public chastisement 
of  folks who have merely 
been charged; however, in 
the case of  the Senators, 
at least, the charges stem 
from a finding of  their 
own internal review 
board  which found that 
they had broken the rules 
as it speaks to claiming 
reimbursements and have 
to pay us back the money 
they have “taken”.   

The RCMP was called 
in to investigate the matter 
based on the findings to 
date.

But what is a “breach 
of  public trust”?  The 
cynic in me says, well, 
couldn’t that be said about 
any politician? Does the 
average person “trust” a 
politician anyway?  Many 
make election promises 
and then promptly break 
them within days of  
assuming office.  Is that 
not “breaking our trust”?  

No, it’s a lot more 
serious than breaking 
campaign promises.  It 
speaks to a severe failure 
to uphold the duties, 
responsibilities of  your 
elected office. 

Those duties are 
generally defined in the 
oath of  office that all those 
elected must sign and/or 
swear.  The oath of  office 
is not a bureaucratic 
formality or just a fancy 

ceremony.  It is a legal 
process.  Councillors 
and MPPs and Mayors 
alike are swearing an 
oath to always act in 
the best interest of  the 
constituents they serve.  

We – by virtue of  casting 
our ballots – put our 
faith and trust into those 
who have been elected 
to serve our interests 
for the furtherance 
and betterment of  our 
community.  Clearly, it is 
no small thing to have this 
charge levelled against 
one.

Breach of  public trust 
is often closely associated 
with a charge of  fraud 
– as it is in the case of  
Mayor Fontana.  In the 
case of  Senator Duffy, it 
seems that documents 
show he allegedly charged 
the government twice 
for services rendered on 
the same day, numerous 
times – campaigning 
and “senatorial” work.  
Double dipping in the 
extreme, one could say.  
The fact that a senator was 
campaigning on behalf  
of  candidates for office 
is an issue that I’d like to 
see addressed as well, but 
that’s grist for another 
mill.

Using information 
gleaned by virtue of  
your office, for personal 
or others’ gain is also 
an example of  breach of  
trust.  

It’s like insider trading 
on the stock exchange – it 

is severely frowned upon 
as Martha Stewart well 
knows. The legal definition 
states that it is “the 
willful misappropriation, 
by a trustee, of  a thing 
which had been lawfully 
delivered to him in 
confidence.” 

So, tipping off  your 
buddies on Bay Street 
about a pending change in 
Bank of  Canada rates in 
advance of  everyone else, 
could land an MP in the 
quagmire of  a breach of  
public trust allegation.

Regardless of  the level 
of  government, municipal 
to federal and beyond, 
we expect those who 
represent us to do so with 
integrity.  We expect them 
to bill us for their services 
in accordance with the 
rules – just once, not twice; 
we expect them to hold 
confidential information 
confidential; we expect 
them to pay for their own 
weddings or vacations or 
house renovations and 
not charge the taxpayers 
instead. 

It is a sad testament to 
the state of  public affairs 
that one has to iterate 
these expectations, but 
given the current political 
reality, it is, unfortunately, 
a sorely needed reminder.

I’d like to end this 
week’s column with a 
shameless plug for the 
Aurora 150 and the many 
events planned for this 
weekend’s Canada Day 
celebrations.  There are 
many events to choose 
from, for every age – 
from the Much Music 
Video Dance and youth 
music extravaganza 
to the Dance in the 
Park with Canadian 
legendary rock band 
Lighthouse – lots to see 
and enjoy.  Please check 
out our website: www.
aurora150.ca.

Until next week, stay 
informed, stay involved 
because this is after all, 
Our Town.

A & F Hair Elite

In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

Next to No Frills

Pasquale is a barber with 
 

Come in and ask him 
for a cut and traditional shave.
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Grief Busters 

Since 1983, Hospice King-Aurora has been providing specialized services 
and support to those living with life-limiting illness, the people who care 
for them and those who are bereaved. We are a community hospice 
offering programs free of charge. Donations are always welcome.  
 

For more information call 905-727-6815 or email info@hospicekingaurora.ca.  
 

Hospice King-Aurora    350 Industrial Pkwy South, Aurora,  ON   L4G 3V7 
Care  ♥ Compassion  ♥ Support 

Grief Busters starts and ends at Hospice King-Aurora (350 Industrial 
Pkwy S, Aurora ) & includes daily trips to fun-filled attractions.   

July 15th to 19th, 2013    or    July 22nd to 26th, 2013  
L imited spaces  are s t i l l  avai lable  

A five-day summer camp for children aged 7 to 12  
who have had a parent or sibling die or who is terminally ill. 

Awaken the music in your Awaken the music in your Awaken the music in your 
child at child at child at Rock Band CampRock Band Camp  

An enriching and rewarding musical experience for your child. 
 
For more information visit www.rockbandcamp.ca, email 
info@rockbandcamp.ca, or call  Michael at 416-721-2430 

Want your kids to have an awesome summer? We’re offering three 
session at the Aurora Montessori School : July 8th-19th, July 22nd-
Aug 2nd & Aug 6th-16th . For kids ages 6-12. Led by experienced 
instructors. No musical experience necessary.  

Heritage Park plan hangs in balance pending Council decision
By Brock Weir

Promoters of  Hillary-McIntyre Park, a 
$10 million heritage park proposal bringing 
together three properties on Yonge Street, 
could take a significant hit this week. 

Councillors are set to reject a proposal 
from Town Staff  to spend $25,000 to undertake 
a study to determine the “feasibility” of  the 
project in Aurora. 

If  it comes to fruition, Hillary-McIntyre 
Park will bring together Hillary House near 
Yonge and Aurora Heights Drive, Horton 
Place, the yellow-hued historic home at the 
corner of  Yonge and Irwin Avenue, and 
Readman House, the two-storey Edwardian 
house sandwiched between the two, into a 
four acre heritage park. 

Councillors received a further pitch from 
Bill Albino, a key driver behind the group, 
which includes local heritage advocates, to 
go ahead with exploring the feasibility of  the 
plan, but Councillors took a step back from 
it after initially expressing their enthusiasm 
earlier this year. 

A feasibility study of  this nature would 
cover the appraisals of  the three properties 
in question, fundraising opportunities, 
partnerships within the community and 
elsewhere, and governance, as well as a 
committee to steer the review, according to 
Jim Kyle, Special Projects Manager for the 
Town of  Aurora. 

“Before we could do a full business plan on 
a vision…I felt it would be better to really look 
at what needs to be the starting point of  this 
project,” Mr. Kyle told Councillors last week.

The business aspect, however, is what 
gave many Councillors second thoughts. 

“I am of  the opinion that the Town 
shouldn’t pay for it and we shouldn’t be 
saddled with it,” said Councillor John 
Abel, an early and enthusiastic supporter 
of  the project. “Whatever comes forward 

in maintaining it should be sustainable. [A 
feasibility study] is going to cost us $25,000 
and I think in the end I am going to be in the 
exact same position.

“It’s a terrific idea. I just don’t think it 
works in this place exactly as it has been 
given to us.”

Councillor Michael Thompson said the 
idea was “a great one” but his support was 
conditional on it not requiring any Town 
money to make it happen. In his view, 
something like this – a project which would 
ultimately bring the three properties together 
and turned over to the Town as a municipal 
services corporation – could end up requiring 
a contribution from the Town in the millions. 
Indeed, of  the estimated $10 million to make 
it a reality, the vast majority of  the money 
was suggested by the H-M committee to come 
from Aurora’s Hydro Reserves.

“The struggle I have now is that a 
feasibility study [won’t] change my mind,” 
said Councillor Thompson. “If  I vote in 
favour of  that $25,000, I may be wasting 
taxpayers’ money. If  Council votes for going 
forward with a feasibility study, I think it 
has got to be seen in conjunction with what 
is happening in Town. It has to be seen in 
conjunction…with our future infrastructure 
needs [and] strategic plan.”

Mr. Albino and his committee found 
support in Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. Council 
put out the call for the public to come up 
with ideas on what to do with the $33 million 
in the Hydro Reserves, collected from the 
sale of  Aurora Hydro to the Province of  
Ontario – and this group did exactly that, 
he said. 

“I think we do need to do a feasibility 
study,” he said. “We need to make an 
informed decision of  whether or not this is 
a project we should go on with. I do think 
it should be done in conjunction with the 
Cultural Master Plan. We have been remiss 

in the past from looking at it from a global 
viewpoint… I very much believe this fits 
with the Town’s strategic plan.”

For the majority, this was not enough. 
“If  that feasibility study equals the 

municipality spending millions of  dollars, 
am I comfortable with that? I don’t even 
know that until I see a plan in front of  me,” 
said Councillor John Gallo. 

“I think because of  the project and the 
dynamics behind what the group has put 
together and the amount of  work they have 
put together and the fact that I just don’t see 
this happening unless we get behind it, I am 
going to be supporting this in the hopes of  
getting a better picture so we can get things 
rolling and make something happen on 
that property.”

ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

Another week and 
another project that needs 
to be done around the house. 
It never ends, does it?  Just 
when you get to the last 
thing on the list, it is time 
to update the first thing you 
renovated. Maybe it is just 
me! 

This week, my question 
is all about time.  

I was asked why a 
renovation job – big or small 
– never seems to finish on 
the estimated end date. Why 
does it always take longer 
then you – or the contractor 
– expects?

I guess it’s how you define 
time. In my experience, 
renovations do actually 
finish in the right amount 
of  time; it just seems like 
they don’t. However, as we 
are talking about estimated 
project start and finish 
times, it’s true they do often 
go over the estimate.

There are three general 
reasons for it.

The first is pretty obvious 
and the most common: 
either the contractor, or the 
client, or the DIY’r have set 

an unrealistic deadline. The 
deadline is usually driven 
by something other than 
the project itself  – such as 
a relative is coming to visit 
and you need to get the reno 
done by then, instead of  the 
project needs “x” amount 
of  time to get done properly.  
Unrealistic.

A close second is the fact 
that many times unforeseen 
issues come up during the 
reno, adding more work and 
time to the project.  Finding 
out you have asbestos in 
the walls or mould in your 
basement are things that 
can often add weeks to a 
project.

The third reason are 
changes to the project added 
mid-way through. Many 

clients and DIY’rs alike 
want add-ons as the work 
progresses, such as a built- 
in closet or additional pot 
lights. These aren’t generally 
a problem, but cause the end 
date to be pushed back quite 
a bit.

I always find that the 
best course of  action when 
setting timelines for a 
project, is to add in for the 
unexpected. If  you think the 
project will take two weeks, 
add at least a week to account 
for those unexpected issues 
that tend to crop up.  

Think of  it this way: 
if  the unexpected doesn’t 
happen, then you’ll finish 
ahead of  schedule! Besides, 
at the end of  the day, it isn’t 
the speed of  the job that 
counts – it’s the quality.

Until next week, 
remember a good job, is a 
job well done! Also, if  you 
have any questions, you can 
reach me at www.facebook.
com/anastasisdesign or on 
twitter, @ADesign_build 
and  by email, of  course, 
at Anastasis@anastasis 
design.ca.
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ROTARY CLUB 
OF 

AURORA

ROTARY CLUB 
OF 

AURORA
Please visit our 

BEER GARDEN 
at 

Dance in the Park 
Sunday June 30 

2 p.m. – 11 p.m. 
Aurora Town Park 

We look forward to seeing you.
Happy Canada Day!

CLEAN CLEANERS

• PANT 
  

300 Wellington St. East, Unit 6, Aurora 
In the Tim Hortons/Wendy’s Plaza 905-503-6999

Organic & Non-Toxic 
Dry Cleaning 

Only 5$
SHORTENING 

shahimshr@hotmail.com

Alterations & repairs done on the premises

Please RSVP to all events. Call 905•773•4220 
12925 Yonge St.(just south of King Rd. on east side) 
Richmond Hill, ON, L4E 0T7
www.OakRidgesRetirement.com

Lake Ave.
Bond Cres.

King Rd.

N

Yonge St.

Sunset Beach Rd.
SITE

Hope to see you soon!

Wild Wild West Texas BBQ 
Thursday, July 11th, 12-2pm

Get your cowboy hat on! Enjoy a tasty BBQ lunch with live country & western 
music outside in our gorgeous courtyard. Yeehaw! 

Special Guest Speaker- Dr. Kevin Rod 
Friday, July 19th, 2-3pm 

Dr. Rod explores pain management and how to feel your best always. 

The Oak Ridges Grand Tour
Saturday, July 20th, 2-3pm

Take a grand tour of all the amazing amenities we have here at Oak Ridges and 
then enjoy a live band in our courtyard. Please let us know if this is your first time 

here at Oak Ridges and we can try to squeeze you in for a delicious lunch too.  

Please be our guest at these events:

At  Oak Ridges Retirement  Community….. 
there is always fun times!

Come and see our Spacious Balconies & Gorgeous Granite Countertops!

FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

with new hours: 
Tues – Wed – Fri – Sat – 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thursday – 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

 fans
 PricesCOOLCooler

NORTHERN
LIGHTS

Jodie Cara Lindley

July 2013 Horoscopes
Cancer (June 21 – July 21)

Find joy in July. Consider 
yourself  in the spotlight as 
birthday time approaches. 
Create rituals that honor 
your individuality and give 
you space to shine. Trust 
your gut and that what you 
are feeling is the truth, in 
every moment.

Leo (July 22 – August 22)
Wisdom comes from 

inside, so learn to listen to 
yourself  Leo. Maybe it is 
time to slow down and tune 
into your inner wise being? 
Maybe then you will feel 
more grateful for all that 
crosses your path. Even 
dynamos need quiet time.

Virgo  
(August 23 – September 22)

Connect to the Source this 
month. For you, that is your 
own private list of  to-dos. 
Feel your way to right action 
by taking tasks step-by-step. 
By July’s end your personal 
productivity will be up to 
speed, and you will feel much 
clearer.

Libra  
(September 23 – October 

22)
Inner peace in July comes 

from following your own 
star. Be confident and pursue 
your visions. Creativity and 
self-expression are strong 
pursuits for you now. Honor 
yourself  like you often do for 
others. It is your time.

Scorpio  
(October 23 – November 21)

Your mind will be a buzz 
for the first part of  July, and 
then your focus will shift to 
the realm of  feelings. Best to 
listen to your gut versus mind 
chatter in all cases. This will 
help you expand into a space 
most comfortable for you and 
your path forward.

Sagittarius (November 22 – 
December 21)

Anchor your responses 
to July’s challenges from a 
feeling-place. Freedom comes 
from self-nurturing, the 
home base, and sharing time 
with loved ones. Tending 
to your heart is key now. 
This will help you feel more 
balanced and secure.

Capricorn  
(December 22 – January 19)

You will feel a bit lighter 
in July. It is like the green 
light has been given to you, 
instead of  red after red. 
Express new abilities and 
expect a fresh perspective, 
as life gets moving again. 
Digging deep within can give 
you a special power.

Aquarius  
(January 20 – February 18)

Seek the truth in July. 
What has been unfolding in 
your life is a review of  what 
holds you back. Move through 
your blocks. You will feel the 
load lessen a bit, making it 
much easier to gain ground. 

Align thoughts with action.

Pisces 
(February 19 – March 20)

Creativity, feelings 
and imagination bring 
you victory in July. Allow 
yourself  to expand in the 
direction of  your heart, and 
you will feel much freer. The 
way of  Pisces now is the way 
of  the artistic wanderer: full 
of  inspiration and hope.

Aries (March 21 –April 19)
You will feel like 

connecting to your roots 
this month. Being close to 
home and family gives you 
boundless energy. You will 
move from feeling scattered to 
feeling grounded, especially 
if  you take time to nurture 
your inner homebody.

Taurus (April 20 – May 20)
What will be healing for 

you in July is to let your 
inner light shine. While you 
may crave recognition from 
others, remember that true 
appreciation comes from 
within. Honor your gifts and 
let your creative genius out.

Gemini (May 21 – June 20)
It is all about emotions 

this month Gemini. Feel your 
feelings, and release them. 
Don’t get caught holding onto 
old emotional energy. Take 
tender care of  your heart, 
and seek loved ones you can 
trust. It is time to create true 
inner freedom.

For more information 
about Jodie and astrology, 
visit www.EarthSkyJourneys.
org.

THURSDAY, JUNE 27
The Aurora Legion will 

host a blood donor clinic today 
at 105 Industrial Parkway 
North. Their goal is to collect 
96 donations – enough blood to 
help 12 cancer patients receive 
weekly treatments. To book an 
appointment, call 1-888-2-DONATE 
or visit www.blood.ca.

* * * * 
Southlake Regional Health 

Centre presents an Aboriginal 
Culture Awareness Celebration 
today at the hospital. The event, 
open to staff, volunteers, patients, 
and the community, will celebrate 
the culture and contributions of  
local First Nations people through 
the use of  visual, performing, and 
literary arts. It will be a unique 
opportunity to learn more about 
the culture and traditions of  First 
Nations people and how they 
may impact hospital experiences, 
especially at times of  birth and 
death.  10 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. For 
more information, visit www.
southlakeregional.org and click 
on “News, Views & Events.”

* * * * 
Commport Communications 

will hold its fourth annual Charity 
Golf  Tournament today at Station 
Creek Golf  Club, benefiting 
the Stronach Regional Cancer 
Centre. 12.30 p.m. arrival and 
registration. 1.30 p.m. shotgun. 
For more information, visit www.
commport.com/golf2013.

SATURDAY, JUNE 29
Get ready for the Party of  

the Summer at the Aurora Youth 
Music Extravaganza today at the 
Aurora Community Centre (4 p.m. 
– 11 p.m.) The Extravaganza has 
it all – live performances by local 
youth bands and a special live 
performance by Tyler Shaw Music, 
the 2012 Covers MuchMusic Video 
Awards Winner + MuchVideo 
Dance Party – free giveaways, 
prizes and more. Youth of  Aurora 
and area are invited to attend a 
FREE Youth Music Extravaganza. 
For more information, visit www.
aurora150.ca.

SUNDAY, JUNE 30
Town Park is the place to be 

tonight as the legendary band 
Lighthouse headlines this year’s 
Dance In the Park. Hosted by 
the Rotary Club of  Aurora and 
the Aurora 150 Committee, come 
out for a day of  local music and 
topped off  by a live performance 
of  the legendary Canadian rock 
band, Lighthouse. Canada Day 
festivities are sponsored by State 
Farm.

MONDAY, JULY 1
Happy Birthday, Canada! Mark 

Canada Day in the grand Aurora 
style today with the Town’s annual 
Canada Day Parade down Yonge 
Street beginning at approximately 
10.00 a.m. running from Orchard 
Heights Drive, making its way 
south on Yonge Street to Murray 
Drive. After the parade, the 
whole town is invited to Lambert 

Willson Park for an entire day of  
festivities, capped with a huge 
fireworks display at dusk. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Historical Society 

will host the Town of  Aurora 
Sesquicentennial Artefact Display 
in the Aurora Room at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. The exhibition 
will feature unique and unusual 
pieces from the Historical 
Society’s Aurora Collection as well 
as items on loan from the wider 
community. Continuing through 
November, today’s exhibition 
launch has a number of  fun 
activities and speakers planned.

SATURDAY, JULY 6
Interactive Puppet Show at 

Hillary House: Join historical 
interpreter Wendy Gale for a 
special performance of  The 
Steadfast Tin Soldier by Hans 
Christian Andersen. The story is 
universal and the young and young 
at heart will enjoy the retelling 
of  a pretty ballerina, a lovesick 
soldier, and most exciting of  all...a 
horrible goblin! Be sure to stay 
and make your own puppet after 
the show. Performances begin at 
10.30 a.m., free with admission. 
For more: aurorahistorical 
society.ca.

SUNDAY, JULY 7
Garden Aurora! The Aurora 

Garden and Horticultural Society 
presents its annual tour of  
seven beautiful local gardens. 
The owners of  these private 
paradises will be in attendance to 
answer all your questions. This is a 
self-guided tour, rain or shine and 
not to be missed.  Tickets are $10 
at Art of  the Matter, Blackforest 
Garden Centre, Caruso & Co., 
Flowers by Terry and the Aurora 
Farmers Market June 22, June 29 
and July 6. More information at 
www.gardenaurora.com or 905 727 
5926.

JULY 8 – 22
Registration is now open 

for CAMP EYR (Epilepsy York 
Region). The inaugural day camp 
for children with epilepsy ages 6 
– 12 and their siblings and friends 
will operate out of  Richmond 
Hill’s Loyal True Blue and Orange 
Home Monday through Thursday 
for two weeks starting July 8. 
Camp EYR is about more than just 
arts and crafts and simple nature 
walks. $50/week for EYR members 
and $100/week for non-members. 
For more information, contact 905-
508-5404.

JULY 11 - 14
York Regional Police will 

host the 2013 Special Olympics 
Provincial Summer Games. More 
than 500 athletes will attend, 
participating in athletics, soccer, 
softball, rhythmic gymnastics 
and golf. For more information on 
Special Olympics Ontario Events, 
contact Inspector Maria Ahrens at 
1-866-876-5423 x6710.

SUNDAY, JULY 18
Artist’s Panel: Art at the 

Manor Revealed: Free event! 7 

Coming Events
p.m. at Hillary House.  Aurora 
Historical Society Curator/
Manager Catherine Richards 
will moderate a discussion with 
the artists from the Art at the 
Manor 2013 exhibit.  Hear about 
the experience of  working with 
medical artefacts to inspire 
their work, the stories behind 
the original artwork created 
for the exhibit, and more.  Join 
the question and answer period 

after the discussion!  More info: 
aurorahistoricalsociety.ca    

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24
Garden Aurora! The Aurora 

Garden and Horticultural 
Society invites you to hear Oliver 
Couto, Beekeeper, speak about 
the importance of  honeybees 
to human survival. “All About 
Honeybees” is presented at the 
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 
Industrial Parkway North at 8 p.m.
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Now available on draught at

and at your local LCBO store

LOCAL INGREDIENTS
OUT OF THIS WORLD FLAVOUR

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

Summer has finally 
arrived! 

It seems that the summer 
solstice, just past, has indeed 
brought us the beginning of  
hot, humid temperatures. 
This weather heralds 
the beginning of  berry 
season, with the first ones 
being bright red, luscious 
strawberries. 

With last Saturday 
featuring our annual 
Strawberry Festival, the 
Market had gorgeous 
strawberries as far as the 
eye could see. Since this is 
just the beginning of  the 
strawberry season, our 
farmers will be offering 
local strawberries for some 
weeks to come. They will be 
followed by raspberries and 
then blueberries later in the 
summer. 

Keep an eye out for 
the marvelous golden 
raspberries that Peter, of  
Oakridges Finest, grows.

I’d like to introduce 
one of  our new vendors 
this season. His name is 
Emerson Kalbfleisch and 
his business is called L&H 
Wooden Fixtures. Emerson 
started his business out 
of  a desire to accessorize 
kitchens with a creative 
design, as well as to add 
space to any kitchen. 

Born in Calgary, he 
moved with his family to 
Oak Ridges when he was 
six-years-old and has lived 
in the Aurora area since 
then. He spent his summers 
at the Richmond Hill Canoe 
Club, both as a professional 
athlete and a volunteer for 
their summer programmes. 

He attended Cardinal 
Carter High School and 
then Georgian College in 

Barrie, as well as Ryerson 
University for a Bachelor of  
Commerce degree.

His other career in 
the automotive industry 
took him to Waterloo for 
a year before he settled in 
Newmarket with his wife, 
Nicole, in 2011. Nicole, who 
grew up in the Midland area, 
helps Emerson at his booth 
when she is not busy as a 
professional esthetician.

When Emerson is not 
occupied crafting his 
wooden designs, he enjoys 
cooking. His passion for 
cooking comes from his 
grandparents on both 
sides of  the family. His 
grandmother taught him 
everything he knows about 
home cooking and baking. 
His grandfather’s passion 
and flair for fine cuisine 
and adventurous cooking 
opened his eyes to food that 
he might otherwise not have 
tried.

The design and 
inspiration for his wooden 
pot racks goes hand in hand 
with Emerson’s passion for 
food. Currently, he offers 3 
variations on his pot racks 
as well as mounted racks and 
various shelving solutions. 
He works extensively with 
re-claimed and recycled 
wood, as well as new lumber, 
if  desired.

Since Emerson is of  
German heritage and 
actually lived in Germany 
for 6 months, he is 
contributing a recipe for a 
wonderfully delectable and 
comforting German dish:

BEEF ROULADE
6 strips of  beef  cut 

roulade style or sirloin or 
rump roast cut into 6 inch 
strips, 3 inches wide and ½ 
inch thick. Hammer to size 
if  necessary.

Pickles (garlic dills if  
possible)

One pack of  bacon
German mustard
Rice
One box beef  broth
2 cups white wine
Butchers twine or     

       skewers
1 onion

Lay out strips of  beef  
and spread generously with 
mustard on side facing up. 
Sprinkle salt and pepper 
and some rice on top of  
mustard. The rice will cook 
on its own. Cut up pickles 
and onion into wedges. 
Lay bacon on mustard (1-2 
pieces). 

Place some pickle and 
onion at top, taking care not 
to use too much as it will be 
hard to roll. Roll beef  with 
all ingredients and secure 
rolls with butcher twine or 
skewers. 

Heat a deep pan or Dutch 
oven to medium-high heat 
and add oil. Sear the roulade 
rolls until brown on all 
sides, about 10 minutes. Do 
not crowd the pan – do 2-3 
roulades at a time. Place 
browned roulade aside 
when seared. Reduce heat 
and add the roulade back 

into the pan, stacking if  
necessary. Add the wine 
and enough stock to bring 
the liquid to just under the 
top of  the roulade. Braise 
for about 45-60 minutes. 
Check for tenderness at 45 
minutes. Roulade should be 
fork tender when done.

Our next Special Event 
at the Farmers’ Market will 
be in two weeks, on July 6th. 
It is the 6th annual Kerry’s 
place KPAS Appreciation 
Day together with our 
annual Art in the Park Day, 
co-ordinated for the 4th year 

by artist Deborah Campo on 
behalf  of  both groups. 

The Art in the Park 
portion will feature the 
work of  approximately 20 
visual artists from 8 a.m. – 
2 p.m. The “Moose on the 
Loose” portion of  the event 
will feature four bands 
playing at the band shell 
all day. The four bands are 
The Manatee Band, Patty 
McLaughlin with the Song 
Circle Musicians, Graceland 
Revival, and Zingalo. 

The KPAS Appreciation 
Day runs in the park from 
11 a.m. – 2 p.m. and will 

feature a B.B.Q. as well as 
horse drawn wagon rides 
and numerous games and 
activities for children. If  last 
year’s event was any kind of  
yardstick, this will be a very 
exciting and rewarding day 
for all.

 For those of  you looking 
for that delicious strudel, or 
the tasty Montreal bagels, 
be sure to come to the 
Market on June 29, when 
John Abraham will next be 
there. He’s coming on the 
last Saturday of  each month 
as well as on September 14th.

See you at the Market!

show that I am particularly 
attached to,” she says 
of  a piece that is clearly 
the start of  something 
more ambitious, stitched 
together cigarette silks 
from the First World War 
depicting war heroes and 
world leaders.

“It looks very folky and 
unfinished, but there is 
just something about it 

that this person collected 
the swatches and took the 
care to sew them together. 
We don’t know the whole 
story around it, but that 
is what’s interesting. You 
can glean a story from it.”

“We did really seek to 
find images and objects 
that really are different 
than what we typically 
see from our archival 
images that are presented 

within the community, 
whether it is through AHS 
or the Town or any other 
organizations.”

Other highlights 
include an interactive 
map, pieced together from 
chart and topographical 
maps from the Turn of  
the Century, through to 
the present day showing 
how Aurora has grown 
and evolved. 

Show opens at Cultural Centre

Luke left a lasting im-
pression on Victoria as  
students celebrated the 
first annual “Hansen-
palooza”, the inaugural 
spring fair Friday hosted 
by the recently dedicat-
ed Rick Hansen Public 
School on Mavrinac Bou-
levard.

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer

From page 7
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50S, 60S, 70S FUR-
NITURE FOR SALE 
– matched French pro-
vincial love seats, chair, 
Queen Anne-style sofa, 
chairs, carved mirror 
with matching sconces, 
pine open dough box, Be-
attie wash stand, floral 
chaise lounge, matching 
end tables and vanity with 
marble tops, woven kitch-
en chairs with matching 
glass/teak table, maple 
Queen Anne-style side-
board in great condition 
with mahogany inlay, 
and pair of  golden woven 
tweed bucket chairs. Call 
905-727-6497.

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

FOR FREE

NOTICE OF LIEN

SERVICES

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

CAREER
ONE OF NORTH 
AMERICA’S LARG-
EST financial services 
companies is rapidly 
expanding in this area. 
If  you desire a dynam-
ic career with excellent  
income potential, call 
Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
4767.

SERVICES

PLACE OF WORSHIP

SERVICES

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket since 1996

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Saturday at 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300 ext. 102       Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

THE AURORAN

   Over the past 35 years Aurora Overhead Door has established a solid 
   reputation as the leading supplier of  garage doors and accessories in York Region. 
   We are currently expanding and require an additional 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE. 
The successful candidate should be a self-motivated, team player, with mechanical aptitude and have a  

related background in door or construction sales. We offer an excellent remuneration and benefit package.
 Please call Ian at 905-727-1382 for further information. 

All applications will be treated with strictest confidence

ML   LANDSCAPE

• GRASS  CUTTING   
• GARDENS 
• EAVESTROUGH   
• WINDOW WASHING 
• YARD CLEAN-UP 
• POWER WASHING

AURORA 

MIKE: 905 252 8294

JEWELLERY REPAIRS
ONE COUPON PER VISIT PRESENT WITH INCOMING ORDER FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY

ONE COUPON PER VISIT PRESENT WITH INCOMING ORDER FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY

ONE COUPON PER VISIT PRESENT WITH INCOMING ORDER FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY

5 
10 
$ OFF

% 

ANY JEWELLERY 
REPAIRS  

from $35 to $50

from $50 and overOFF
ANY JEWELLERY 

REPAIRS 

“NO HST” ON ANY “SALE” 
GOLD & SILVER 

JEWELLERY IN THE STORE 

FRED JAKOB JEWELLERY 130 HOLLIDGE BLVD. UNIT C7

905.503.7555
fredjakob@outlook.com  •  www.fredjakob.com
GOLDSMITH DESIGNER

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

WE HONOUR ALL LOCAL 
COMPETITORS COUPONS 

crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Aurora 

THE PERSONAL PROPERTY, HOUSEHOLD 
GOODS and contents of  the following spaces will be 
sold for cash or otherwise disposed of  to satisfy rental 
liens for unpaid rent in accordance with Ontario Stat-
utes Chapter R25 and our lease agreement on June 26, 
2013, 9:00 a.m. sharp at Northern Self  Storage, 122 Bales 
Drive East.  Newmarket L3Y 4X1  -  2 units, Kanti Daya 
and Deborah Gastmeier.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND UNITHOLDERS OF 
P.O.S.E. INVESTMENTS 

TAKE NOTE THAT DELOITTE & TOUCHE INC., COURT-APPOINTED  
RECEIVER OF P.O.S.E. INVESTMENTS, a partnership holding real property 
through 910912 Ontario Inc., and 910913 Ontario Inc. has obtained an 
Order of the Ontario Superior Court of Justice made May 28, 2013 (the 
“Order”). The Order provides for a procedure for the determination of all 
claims, contingent, ownership interests or otherwise against P.O.S.E. Invest-
ments. 

THE CLAIMS BAR DATE is 5:00 p.m. (Toronto time) on September 30, 
2013. You must file a Proof of Claim by this date in order to participate in 
the distribution. Any creditor or unitholder who has not received a Proof 
of Claim in the mail must contact the Receiver immediately to determine if 
they are an Affected Creditor or Affected Unitholder and obtain a Proof of 
Claim. The Receiver can be contacted at: 

DELOITTE & TOUCHE INC. 
4210 KING STREET EAST 
Kitchener, ON N2P 2G5

Attention: Wendy Santoro, CPA, CA •CIRP
Telephone: (519) 967-7714
 Facsimile: (519) 967-0324
wsantoro@deloitte.ca 

HOLDERS OF AFFECTED CLAIMS who do not file a Proof of Claim by the 
Claims Bar Date will not be entitled to participate in any distribution to be 
made by the Receiver.

AFFORDABLE
Free list w/pics of available 

properties in your specific price 
range and area.

www.ListingSearch.ca
Andrew Fogliato - Sales Representative with RE/MAX York Group Realty 

Inc.,Brokerage. 15004 Yonge Street, Aurora, ON.L4G1M6 *Not intended to 
solicit those already under contract.

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT  2 Bedroom up-
per, century house, cen-
tral, on park, hydro, 
heat, parking inclu-
sive.  $1000/mo. Sept. 1. 
905-727-4501.

HIRING PART TIME 
REAL ESTATE ASSIS-
TANCE inside office eve-
nings & weekends. Cold 
call & sales skills neces-
sary. Call Ann 647-895-6355

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

HONDA 1988 GL1500  
motorbike for free. If   
interested contact:  
ffbenneth@gmail.com.
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AT YOUR SERVICE

Tree Services

Call Tony for a free estimate:

Schomberg Community
Servicing the surrounding areas:

Call Tony for a free estimate:  (647) 889-2852 or (905) 939-7278

• from one branch to entire tree
• complete removal  • stump grinding • Best Rates
• multiple tree removal • high risk
• diseased trees • storm damaged tree removal

Simply the best!
Will beat any 

written quotation.
FULLY INSURED – CONSUMERS’ FIRST CHOICE

A directory of who does what in your community

CREMATION

CONTRACTER

CLEANERS

AUTO GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTAL

ECO-FRIENDLY LAWN CARE

MOVING

MEMORIAL

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

POWERWASH PAINTER

TREE CARE

PHARMACY

GLASS

STONE

WATER

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

• Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
• Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
• Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

BE THERE 
WHEN YOUR  

SERVICES ARE 
NEEDED. 

ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPOT.

CALL: 905-727-3300

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

49$From *
NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK
INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

905-713-6420 • 15296 Yonge St. 
(NW side of Wellington)

RUST PROTECTION
79$ *99

www.transitauto.ca

• Call for details

• Call for details• Call for details

130 Hollidge Blvd., Suite B4, 
Aurora, Ontario

Hollidge Medical Centre 
Next door in Unit B6

905-841-5554
Compounding of 
Bio-Identical Hormone

IDA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

905-750-0008 Under New Management

Lowest Dispensing Fee In Town

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid  for your next airport or 
downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00. 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com    Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

THIS COULD BE 
YOUR SPOT 

Advertise Your 
Business Here
905-727-3300

• Basement • Bathroom • Kitchen

RENOVATION COMPANYLocal 
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE “Wide range of 

interior renovation”

Call Elio 416-882-7403
• Flooring • Doors & Trim • Additions

905-888-9500 
auroralandscape@gmail.com

Design•Patios•Decks•Cabanas

Your trusted source for custom glass 
showers, glass table tops and mirrors 

for over 50 years!

UPPER CANADA GLASS

905-773-5203 • shop@uppercanadaglass.ca
13110 Yonge Street, Oak Ridges, Ontario

SHOWROOM • 16650 Jane Street-King City

Granite • Quartz • Marble

For FREE no obligation quote, email rough sketch to: info@diamondperfectstone.com

905-503-2222
www.dpscountertops.com KEEP THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE UNDERMOUNT SINK

FIREPLACES • TABLES
THRESHOLDS • SHOWER JAMS

We Fabricate and Install

COUNTERTOPS

oec.
grounds care

Emission Free Lawn Care

ecogroundscare.com

100% Battery powered equipment

1-855-326-4763
locally owned franchise

1-855-ECO-GRND

ecogroundscare.com 1-855-326-4763 X 222

with mulchs, soils & plants

Let us help you create
your sustainable garden

we do all the work!

JOHN MALL PAINTING
Custom Painting From $2.50 per sq. ft.

Licenced & Insured 

Please call John 647-772-6026

Hundredss of satisfied customers 
2-year guarantee - FREE ESTIMATES 

THE 
AURORAN’S

NHL
HOCKEY

POOL
UNOFFICIAL FINAL RESULTS

1. Joshua Kofsky  170.00
2. Chloe D’Orazlo  165.00
3. Steve MacAulay  163.00
 Val Ashfield  163.00
5. Mitch Hewry  162.00
6. Chris Catania  161.00
7. Paul Baddeley  161.00

8. Pete Hogben  161.00
9. Stuart MaCaulay  161.00
10. D Stasila    159.00
11. Jerry Kofsky  159.00
12. Lynn Munro  159.00
13. Rob Carswell  159.00
14. Mitch Marietta  156.00

15. Stefan Woyslace  156.00
16. Brendan Bales  155.00
17. Miss C Buttisieg  155.00
18. Brian Trirp  154.00
19. John Kohler  154.00
20. Neil Carpenter  153.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!

NOT EVERYONE  
needs your services all the time, 

but, it you want to be there when they do... 
Advertise in The Auroran, 
At Your Service Directory
Call 905-727-3300
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No purchase necessary. Open to legal residents of Canada that have reached the age of majority and are a coach or representative of, or a parent or legal guardian of a player on, a Canadian youth (ages 7-12) soccer team registered with a soccer club or school board. Entrants are responsible for ensuring that permission 
has been obtained from the parents and/or legal guardians of all team members depicted in entry materials. Multiple entries for the same team are not permitted. Contest submission opens at 9:00 a.m. ET on April 1, 2013 and closes at 12:00 p.m. ET on July 12, 2013. All eligible entries will be posted on BMOsoccer.
com and visitors to the site may register to vote. Limit of one (1) vote per person per day. Voting Period is between August 5, 2013 and August 19, 2013. PRIZES: one (1) Grand Prize (ARV: $155,000 CDN, incl. $5,000 charitable donation); fifteen (15) “Goalkeeper” Prizes (ARV: $2,000 CDN each, including a $500 
charitable donation); two (2) “Striker” Prizes (ARV: $2,400 CDN each); and seventy-five (75) Early Bird Prizes (for each of the first seventy-five (75) eligible entries - ARV: $400 CDN each). Voters are eligible to win one (1) of fifteen (15) TOTW Fan Prizes (The approximate value of AIR MILES reward miles prize depends on 
the chosen method of redemption and available reward options at the time of redemption.). Correctly answered skill-testing question required for Early Bird Prizes, “Striker” Prizes, “TOTW Fan” Prizes and the Grand Prize. Online entry, odds of winning each prize and full contest rules are available at BMOsoccer.com. 
® Registered trademarks of Bank of Montreal.

Support your team 
with a vote.
Congratulations Girls U9 Aurora Stingers of Aurora, ON for being 
named BMO® Team of the Week. Vote for this team online between 
August 5-19 to be named BMO Team of the Week 2013 Champion!

If they have the most votes, their community will receive 
$125,000 towards refurbishing their local soccer field, a $5,000 
donation to any Canadian charity and a trip to watch a Canadian 
Major League Soccer or a Canadian National Team home match.

Vote at BMOsoccer.com

@BMOSoccer


