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Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-55771-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

BARRONSBARRONS
40 Engelhard Dr., Unit 14, Aurora 

Best Prices and Selection
(N.W. Corner of Industrial Pkwy. S. & Engelhard)

905-751-0533
www.barronshome.net

barronswh@hotmail.com
Thursday to 6 pm

Plastic Chair

Monday to Saturday 10–5

B40 Elite Brewer

STARBUCKS 
BOX OF 16

   149
                               

99$

   99
                               

99$

   1
                               

$ 4

SPECIAL!

EACH
White only

ultra low maintenance

WHEN YOU BUY 2 OR MORE 
Compare at $300

K-CUPS
BOX OF 18
   1

                               

$ 0

Yonge Street, Aurora  •  Fun for the whole family!

Mark Your 
Calendars!
Mark Your 
Calendars!

Important issues facing residents 
are sometimes “invisible”

By Brock Weir

History is said to be written by the victors, but when it comes to 
pressing challenges facing communities like Aurora, awareness 
and the comfort level in discussing what can be tough subjects 
often depends on who is doing the talking.

That is something being grappled with by the United Way of  
York Region, as they look to engage the community and find a 
community’s true strength within it as they tackle complex 
problems such as poverty, housing and employment. United 
Way held a roundtable discussion in Aurora last week, engaging 
residents and stakeholders alike, in a talk to look at some of  these 
problems, symptoms and how to tackle them within Aurora.

“We know there is a sense of  invisibility of  issues in the 
Region,” says Jane Wedlock, Knowledge Mobilization Officer for 
the United Way. “People who work in the field of  social services 
or in schools or faith communities, they have a sense of  it, but 
for other folks in the community who may not be connected, 
there is some degree of  invisibility, but we feel there is a broader 
vulnerability.

“The issue of  affordable housing is something that always 
comes up as a major concern and there are common threads of  
how do we respond? Do we respond to the symptoms, or are we 
willing to go deeper to understand the real causes of  some of  

A COOL WAY TO WELCOME THE HEAT
Dr. G.W. Williams students Megan Jana, Hans Kang, Courtenay Field, and Natalie Brown were among 
several taking over Fritzy’s Frozen Yogurt on Thursday night celebrating the arrival of warm spring 
weather, the upcoming end of the school year, and to raise money for student activities – including 
prom – in the process. Megan was honoured this month by the York Region District School Board for 
student excellence. For more on her achievements, please see Page 3.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Transit improvements  
will come at a cost 

By Brock Weir

Ontario Politicians could be spurred into action next week debating 
the next big steps for The Big Move, the multi-billion dollar transit plan 
proposed by Metrolinx to improve access to public transit in the Greater 
Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA).

Metrolinx, the arm of  the provincial government which oversees, 
among other things, GO Transit, was tasked with finding a way to 
“dramatically overhaul” transit systems in southern Ontario in 2007. 
They looked not only to the hassle some people might find in having 
access to public transportation, but also economic impact of  traffic 
gridlock, where people are sitting for hours in a jam waiting to get to 
work and the lost revenue that means to both them and their employers.

“Once highly regarded, the GTHA transportation system is no 
longer meeting the needs of  the area’s residents and businesses,” said 
Metrolinx in their report. “Some of  the symptoms of  this are clearly 
evident in our congested roads and highways, gridlocked urban streets, 
unreliable and inconvenient transit, and a lack of  safe bikeways and 
pedestrian pathways. Other symptoms are less easy to see – the economic 
disruption from congestion, the hindrance of  trade and the movement 
of  goods, the increased number of  smog days, the toll on individuals 
and families from commutes that take way too long, the ever-increasing 
share of  the family budget devoted to basic transportation. Things need 
to change.”

The report cites underinvestment by successive governments in local 
transportation systems throughout the GTHA, an inefficient use of  the 



THE AURORAN, Tuesday, May 21, 2013Page  2 THE AURORAN, Tuesday, May 21, 2013                  Page 3

AURORA 150 FACT:

Image Courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

Mosley Street

On May 7, 1945, there was a Victory in Europe celebration 
that ran down Mosley Street. Mosley Street was named for 
landowner, John Mosley who subdivided the area in 1853 and 
named the streets within the subdivision.

NEXT AURORA 150 
EVENT:
Sign the Town’s Memory Book

Share your stories and memories of Aurora by signing 
the Town’s memory book at the following locations:

• The Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way
• Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way
• Aurora Public Library, 15145 Yonge Street

The books will be placed in a time capsule at the end of 
the Aurora 150th Birthday celebrations. Thank you!

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

New Hours of Operation at Town Hall

The Town of Aurora will has extended hours of operation 
at Town Hall for core services from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday to Friday.

The Town is committed to serving its community by 
providing flexible hours for residents who cannot access 
municipal services from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Residents will now be able to pay their property taxes, 
water bills, obtain permits and licences during the 
extended timeframe.

For any questions on services at Town Hall or to ensure 
timely processing of your requests, please call 
905-727-1375 prior to your visit.

Dinner and a Movie
Avatar
Where:  Aurora Public Library
When:  Saturday, May 25 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Rating:  Rated PG
Ages:  11 to 14 year-olds
Price:  Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.
For more information, please call 905-726-4760.

Request for Expression of Interest Seeking 
food vendors participation with Concerts in 
the Park Series, Movies in the Park and Theatre 
in the Park Series

The Town of Aurora is very excited to be hosting the 
Concerts in the Park, Movies in the Park and Theatre in the 
Park series again this year. The Parks and Recreation Service 
department requests proposals from interested parties to 
provide and serve various food and beverage items for this 
event series.

Interested parties are requested to submit their expression 
of interest in a sealed envelope to the Special Events Co-ordinator 
by no later than 12 p.m. (local time) on Tuesday, May 21.

The terms and conditions for this opportunity can be found 
at www.aurora.ca/specialevents or for more information 
905-726-4762.

UFORE Urban Forestry Study in Aurora  

The Town of Aurora’s Parks & Recreation department is 
undertaking an urban forest study that will provide a 
detailed overview of the Town’s forest cover, how urban 
trees can be a more essential part of a sustainable 
community and assess maintenance strategies.

The project will involve establishing individual plots within 
the Town’s boundaries, which may be located on private 
lands. The study team is contacting property owners so they 
can conduct the study. Property owners can refuse access 
if they choose. The information gathering process will take 
place in June and July.

For more information, please contact the Parks & Recreation 
department at 905-727-1375. 

 

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Tuesday, May 21 7 p.m. General Committee *
Wednesday, May 22 7 p.m. Public Planning – NOT REQUIRED
Thursday, May 23 7 p.m. Public Consultation – Re:  Future of Library Square 
Monday, May 27 7 p.m. Special Council 
Tuesday, May 28 7 p.m. Council

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

Committees noted with an asterisk (*) are streamed live via Internet at www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Property Standards/ Clean Yards Bylaw in effect

The Property Standards/ Clean Yards Bylaw is in effect. All residents should be 
cleaning up debris on their property and keeping grass no longer than 8 inches.

Let’s keep Aurora looking beautiful! For more information on the Property 
Standards/ Clean Yards Bylaw please visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4751.

Town of Aurora Fireworks Bylaw in effect

The Town of Aurora has updated its Fireworks Bylaw #5373-11 (Sale and Display), 
which regulates the setting and sale of family and display fireworks. Family 
fireworks are low hazard fireworks generally used for recreation. Fireworks are 
permitted on Victoria Day, Canada Day and the day preceding these holidays from 
sunset to 11 p.m. 

For a full list of the regulations under this bylaw, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/bylawservices

Failure to comply with the provisions and regulations of this bylaw may result in 
fines up to $5,000 under the Provincial Offences Act.

For information regarding display fireworks and display permits please contact 
Central York Fire Services at 905-895-9222.

For more information about the sale and display of family fireworks, please 
contact Town of Aurora Bylaw Services at 905-727-3123 ext. 4240 or 
bylawdept@aurora.ca

In the case of a fire emergency or dangerous/hazardous situation please dial 
9-1-1 for an emergency response. 

Student Club Aurora Membership Specials  

Are you currently in college or university and home for the holiday break? Do you 
find it difficult to pay a lot of money for a fitness membership? Club Aurora Fitness 
Centre has the solution with a special seasonal student rate!

Special rate:  Four month special from  
 Wednesday, May 1 to Saturday, August 31
Cost: Residents $116 and  
 Non-Resident $138

For more information, please call 905-726-4764 or email fitness@aurora.ca

  

Outdoor Water Use Reminder
Effective May 15 to September 30

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to outdoor water use. It is important that all 
residents and businesses observe the following regulations, as they have been put in place to ensure a 
continued and abundant water supply.

For more information including exemptions to these restrictions, please contact  
The Town of Aurora’s By-law Services department at 905-726-4751 or visit www.aurora.ca

Outdoor Water Use By-law #4420-03.E
No person shall use The Town of Aurora’s municipal water from a hose, pipe, sprinkler or permanent 
irrigation system for the purpose of watering any lawn, garden or washing of vehicles, sidewalks, 
driveways, patios, decks or windows, or filling swimming pools, except as follows:

An even-numbered address may use water 
outdoors only on even-numbered days of the 
month

An odd-numbered address may use water 
outdoors only on odd-numbered days of the 
month

Outdoor water use will only be permitted 
between the hours of 6 a.m. and 10 a.m.  
and 6 p.m. and 10 p.m.

These conditions are in place  
each year from May 15 to September 30

Townhouse units having a common street address should water according to the unit number,  
not the address number of the complex. Apartment buildings should use the building number only.   
This bylaw applies to all residential, commercial and industrial properties and municipal properties. 

About Water Use Advisories and Bans
In the event of an Outdoor Water Use Advisory or Outdoor Water Use Ban, please follow these guidelines:

If an Outdoor Water Use Advisory is declared, 
all persons are requested to refrain from 
using Town water from a hose, pipe, sprinkler or 
permanent irrigation system.

If an Outdoor Water Use Ban is declared,  
no persons shall use Town water from a hose, 
pipe, sprinkler or permanent irrigation system.

RESIDENTS FAILING TO COMPLY WITH THESE PROVISIONS MAY BE SUBJECT TO A FINE.
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Briefly

POLICE SEEK SUSPECTS  
AFTER TUESDAY ROBBERY

York Regional Police are seeking two males in connection 
with a robbery in Aurora last week. 

According to a statement by the York Regional Police, 
two suspects entered the Black’s Photography store at 15440 
Bayview Avenue at Hollidge Boulevard at approximately 9 
p.m. on May 14. They approached two store employees and 
made a demand for merchandise and the store complied, the 
suspects fleeing from the scene with the stolen goods. One of  
the suspects was armed with a handgun and the other a knife. 

Police describe the first suspect as a black male, 5’10, 
medium build, wearing a black mask, grey hooded sweatshirt 
and black pants with a white stripe down the side of  both legs. 
The other is a black male, 6’2, wearing a mask, grey hooded 
sweatshirt, black pants, black gloves and white shoes. 

Anyone with information is asked to contact the York 
Regional Police Holdup Unit at 1-866-876-5423, x.6630, 
anonymously by calling Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS or 
through their anonymous online tip line at www.1800222tips.
com, or by texting CRIMES (274637) starting with the word 
YORK.

“Investigators from the Hold-Up Unit remind business 
owners of  the importance of  maintaining and updating 
video surveillance equipment,” said Sgt. Blair McQuillan in 
a statement. “Quality images help to identify suspects, can 
aid in arrests, and have a tremendous impact during court 
proceedings.”

Continued on page 17

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!
WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

Celebrating our 43rd year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

Raz & Mae Khamissa, owners of Omars Shoes, 

to come visit our newly renovated store

INVITE YOU

Selected styles available in wide widths.

and see our large selection of

Our Philosophy is simple:  “WALKABILITY”

 
any regular priced 

mens or ladies 
ROCKPORT shoes on 

15 OFF$15 OFF$

ROCKPORT DAY 

May 25
Saturday, 

 
  

SATURDAY

MAY 25MAY 25
ALSO ON

GENTLEMEN, 
Take the 

and receive a 
FREE GIFT 

LIGHTNESS CHALLENGE 

with Try-on.

The Town of Aurora wants to capture your family’s stories along with 
photos of life in our Town as part of our 150th birthday celebration.

Like us on Facebook:         /Aurora150

Follow us on Twitter:        /Aurora_150

Share your memories at 
www.aurora150.ca

SHOW 
YOUR
PRIDE!

Display your 
Aurora150 logo.

Take a 
photo.

Upload to 
our facebook 
or website.

Need an Aurora150 window flag?  Pick one up at the Town 
Hall or visit www.aurora150.ca to print your own.

FOR INFO CALL 905-726-4762

Display your 
Aurora150 logo.1 Take a 

2

Random entry will 
be selected to win a “Dinner for Two” 

courtesy of Jonathan’s Restaurant.
Contest closes June 1, 2013

Upload to 

3

Williams student lauded for 
leadership by public school board

Courtenay, Natalie, and Megan serve up some frozen yogurt at the event which 
benefited their fellow students. Megan’s activities within the school community, 
including founding the Williams’ Arts Council, caught the eyes of her teachers, and 
the York Region School Board, celebrating her and 23 other York Region students 
at the 2013 Celebrating Student Success dinner.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

By Brock Weir

As Megan Jana, a 
Grade 12 student at Dr. 
G.W. Williams High 
School, prepares to 
graduate and live out her 
dreams in the Big Apple, 
much of  her time is spent 
laying a good foundation 
for the legacy she leaves 
behind. 

In her term at the 
school, she has been an 
active member of  its 
community, stepping up to 
the plate as a peer mentor 
to younger students, 
editing the school 
newspaper, participating 
on school council, and 
providing students with 
an outlet in areas she 
herself  had identified as 
lacking.

Ms. Jana had a lot 
riding on her shoulders 
this month when she was 
the only Aurora student of  
twenty four honoured by 
the York Region District 
School Board in their 
2013 Celebrating Student 
Success awards. 

Honoured in a 
ceremony by Ken 
Thurston, Director of  
Education, the initiative 
recognizes student 
leaders and leadership 
throughout the school 
board. She was nominated 
for the award by teacher 
Mark Fuller, who heralded 
Megan as the complete 
“package” of  what a 
student should be: “polite, 
articulate, charismatic” 
and an “enthusiastic, 
sensitive, and caring 
person.”

She was singled out for 
her academic prowess, 
earning high marks 
across the board, and for 
having a positive impact 
on her fellow students. 

“Utilizing the vast 
array of  leadership 
experiences Megan had 
in her early years of  high 
school, she identified a 
void in our school and 
sought to be a trailblazer 
within the arts,” said Mr. 
Fuller in his nomination. 
“She created an Arts’ 
Council, a multi-faceted 
group designed to support 
students with an artistic 

passion in areas such as 
drama, photography, and 
advertising.

“The efforts of  the Arts 
Council have promoted 
student work both within 
the school as well as in 
the local community. She 
is a shining example of  
someone who has shown 
consistent commitment to 
the improvement of  her 
school community.”

Megan’s efforts are 
not limited to the school 
community. When The 
Auroran caught up with 
Megan last week, she 
and her fellow students, 
many of  them members 
of  the Arts’ Council, had 
taken over Fritzy’s Frozen 
Yogurt at Bayview and 
Wellington for a special 
celebration as the school 
year draws to a close, 
helping raise money for 
student initiatives, such 
as their upcoming prom, 
through sales of  the frosty 
treat.

Amid the balloons, 
streamers, and togas, 
Megan spoke of  her 
“shock” at being 
nominated, let alone 
winning one of  these 
prestigious awards.

“I have so many 

peers in my school who 
are incredibly talented 
and incredibly driven, 
and the fact he would 
nominate my name out 
of  that bunch of  people 
is really flattering,” she 
says. “Once I heard the 
news [that I had won] the 
first thing I did was jump 
up and down and hug 
Mr. Fuller. It was a really 
awesome moment.”

In the lead-up to the 
awards, camera crews 
trailed each student 
around their own school, 
getting a slice of  their 
daily life to show at the 
awards presentation. 
They caught her in action, 
working with others, and 
showing off  some of  the 
decorated locker doors 
spearheaded by the Arts’ 
Council. To see and hear 
the accomplishments of  
the others across York 
Region added to the sense 
of  honour, she says.

“It was incredible 
getting to represent 
Aurora in the event,” 
she said. “I know so 
many students in Aurora 
who are so driven and 
so talented, and I felt so 
honoured to be able to 
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“Bullying is very hot this 
year,” joked Aurora filmmaker 
Alex Broughton Thursday at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre during the 
intermission for Aurora screening on 
the Multimedia Film Festival of  York 
Region’s Circuit of  York Region.

The film festival culminates next 
Wednesday with the closing night 
awards gala and if  the sampling 
screened last week is any indication, 
Aurora could have some top winners 
in the mix once again this year. 

Our discussion followed several 
films made by elementary school 
students, many of  whom, for better 
or worse, had similar but distinct 
takes on bullying, evidently a subject 
uppermost on their minds. 

Some of  the films showed the 
effects of  bullying on their victim, 
another took a different tack of  
putting one’s self  in the shoes of  the 
bully himself. Yet another one touched 
upon cyber bulling, complemented 
by another, urging people who are at 
one with their laptops, Blackberries, 
and iPhones to disconnect, at least 
for a little while, and take in the world 
around them. 

It is a testament to the sad state 
of  affairs that these themes are 
represented so frequently and so 
evocatively at each and every outing 
of  the Multimedia Film Festival. 

Speaking strictly as an armchair 
critic who spends more than his fair 
share at movie theatres the length 
and breadth of  the Greater Toronto 
Area, this is a veritable hotbed of  
filmmaking talent and it should come 
as no surprise when, a decade or two 
from now, we hear much more from 
these thoughtful kids.

Reflecting on the films afterwards, 
however, I couldn’t help but wonder 
what emotions and political 
commentary they would be putting in 
their films of  today if  they got their 
start in 1993, or even 2003. If  their 
keen eyes and raw emotions carried 
them through their careers, avoiding 
commercialism or cynicism, they 
would have no shortage of  material to 
work with by simply leafing through 
the national newspapers over the past 
week.

Vivid photo and video essays 

practically write themselves on 
the latest, hazy exploits of  the once 
and incumbent Mayor of  Toronto 
Rob Ford, or the awe-inspiring 
transformation of  Mike Duffy from 
a person who was, just a few short 
years ago a byword for inspired and 
insightful political commentary, 
to a satirist’s dream, embodying 
everything that is wrong with 
Canada’s senate.

DEATH BY 1,000 CUTS 
Let me say at the outset I do not 

support an elected Senate. I do not see 
the purpose of  yet another chamber 
divided by party lines and elected 
on a mandate which could ebb and 
flow with the tide of  public opinion. 
Canadians deserve something more, 
but what might be is the big question. 

For those of  you on the electoral 
boat, however, these past two weeks 
must have been something of  a mental 
pleasure cruise. Unless, of  course, 
your name is Stephen Harper. 

One must step back and question 
whether his handling of  the spending 
debacle for certain members of  what 
was once purported to be the nation’s 
primary chamber of  “sober second 
thought” was either a spectacular 
error of  judgement, or a cunning plan 
not unlike a controlled burn. 

Now, we shouldn’t believe it 
is simply a spectacular error of  
judgement, after all, if  recent 
television commercials indicate, if  a 
politician wears a hard hat, he means 
serious business. 

If  it was discovered that these 
senators had significantly damaged 
whatever dignity remained in the 
upper chamber, letting it continue 

(perhaps until just before your 
own Chief  of  Staff  was about to be 
implicated) would serve to underscore 
perceived inequities in the unelected, 
patronage filed corridor. 

It would drive home the view an 
elected senate would somehow be a 
magic bullet, curing the senate of  all 
its ills that have compounded over the 
last 146 years. Surely the public will 
want reforms. 

Or will it drive home an idea that 
the senate is completely useless 
altogether and it is time to push the 
fat cats gently out the door to go out on 
their own into the night?

From my perspective, not all is lost. 
Although Senators seem determined 
to bring pox after pox directly onto 
their houses, I believe there is still 
room in this country for, yes, a “sober 
second thought”, although it will be 
foolhardy to suggest we should leave 
well enough alone. 

Appointments as is, under party 
lines, do nothing to diminish the sense 
that this is a room where political 
cronies go to die. 

In an ideal world, political lines 
would be dropped, vacancies would be 
filled by a panel of  eminent Canadians, 
they themselves selected in whatever 
process citizens find most palatable, 
based on their own qualifications and 
the variety of  valuable input they can 
bring to public discourse. 

They would not be beholden 
to a party or changing tastes, and 
can bring something valuable and 
productive into play. 

But, alas, I fully concede that is 
merely my ideal with no chance of  
that ever happening. Instead, the 
Mike Duffies and Patrick Brazeaux of  
the Senate will continue to shape the 
future of  the chamber.

CORRECTION

Last week we reported on 
Aurora dancer Eric Abel landing 
a significant role in the upcoming 
Toronto production of  CATS. The 
show is actually being produced by 
Marlene Smith with Nu Musical 
Theatricals Inc. in association with 
Classical Theatre Project and Starvox 
Entertainment.

Sober Second Thoughts
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It is so great to continuously read The Auroran and 
see the lawsuits continue. 

It seems that the “blogs” have given the opportunity 
for “anonymous” to continue to hide behind the lack of  
a name to lambaste anyone who disagrees with their 
viewpoint. 

Too bad that they have decided to not be public 
and speak their mind rather than the all-too-famous 
“anonymous.” I guess the lawyers are happy as they are 
the only ones who benefit from these actions.

That being said now Buck’s blog is rearing its ugly 
head once again. Another day another lawsuit. Oh well. 
It is Aurora.

I am also disgusted that this Town Council ran a 
full page ad in The Auroran to apologize for the past 
Mayor’s lawsuit. Is this truly a good way to spend the 
Aurora resident’s money? I don’t think so. This could 
have been done at a council meeting to those people 
who were affected. That would not have cost any of  the 
taxpayer’s money.

On that topic of  wasting the resident’s money, I 
am shocked that this Council voted to give the future 
Mayor an increase in salary of  approximately 15 per 
cent when the rest of  us have to be happy with two or 
three, if  any at all.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

(Editor’s Note: Council voted earlier this year to 
increase the Mayor’s salary by $9,000 per year after the 
next municipal election)

To submit a letter to the editor please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com – deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m.

Waste was put to good use
Cardinal Carter CHS Free the Children E-waste 

event was a great success. 
We appreciate all the promotion our group received, 

prior to the event and were delighted when on the day 
of  the event the students were photographed with one 
of  two large dumpsters filled with electronic waste. 
They were proud to show off  the fruits of  their labour.

Many who dropped off  their “e-clutter” commented 
that they saw our event promoted in your publication 
and were happy to contribute to our cause. 

This is the first time we’ve held an event like this 
and between the wonderful weather and the support 
of  the community, we couldn’t have asked for a better 
day. We await final totals, but we are estimating that we 
collected over 15,000 pounds of  e-waste – items that will 
be recycled 98%.

Once again, thank you for featuring our student 
group and our cause.

Anne Marie Devine
Cardinal Carter CHS

As a past student of  Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary 
School I just have to give a great big thanks to everyone 
involved in this past Reunion.  

You all did a most amazing job from start to finish. I 
think everyone, myself  included, had a fantastic time at 
all the events both Friday and Saturday. 

I have been on previous reunion committees and know 
the passion, the hard work  and long hours that it takes 
to get the whole thing put together, so thank you, one and 
all, for everything that went into the successful 125th  
reunion!

Pamela Maple
Aurora

Alumna enjoyed reunion

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

“Anonymous” 
continues being so
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Welcoming Commander Chris Hadfield  
back to earth

Canada has welcomed our very own 
space pioneer Chris Hadfield back to 
earth following a five month mission 
aboard the International Space Station 
(ISS). 

Chris has done an absolutely 
remarkable job as the first Canadian 
commander of  the ISS. Commander 
Hadfield is the only Canadian to 
have boarded Mir, the Russian Space 
Station; the first Canadian to operate 
the Canadarm in orbit; and the first 
Canadian to perform a spacewalk—
when he attached Canadarm2 to the 
ISS. His tireless and unique efforts to 
educate Canada and the world about 
the final frontier through social media 
are nothing short of  inspirational and 
have helped rekindle the dreams and 
excitement for many of  becoming an 
astronaut. 

Experimental Lakes Area Agreement
A Memorandum of  Understanding 

with the International Institute 
for Sustainable Development 
(IISD) concerning the future of  the 
Experimental Lakes Area has been 
signed effective immediately.  This 
agreement is the result of  many months 
of  confidential negotiations led by the 
federal government and is a major 
milestone in the transition of  the 
facility to a third party operator. IISD is 
well-suited to operate the Experimental 
Lakes Area with excellent capacity, 

expertise and international 
reputation to take on this 
important work.

The Memorandum of  
Understanding provides a 
framework within which 
an agreement can be 
negotiated that will enable 
IISD to proceed as the 
operator of  the unique, 
world-class facility. As 
an important part of  this 
agreement, Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada will conduct a sampling 
program over the summer of  2013 
as part of  the transition to maintain 
important scientific research and ensure 
that long-term data sets can continue 
uninterrupted. Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada will work with scientists who 
have active research at the Experimental 
Lakes Area to support their needs for 
the upcoming summer research season, 
including monitoring activities and 
requirements to access their equipment.

Food Safety Improvements
Our government unveiled its Safe 

Food for Canadians Action Plan. Over 
the next two years, the Action Plan 
will further improve Canada’s food 
safety system by strengthening food 
safety rules, more effective inspection, 
a renewed commitment to service and 
more information for consumers. As a 
first step, the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency is strengthening some of  its beef  
safety rules including new mandatory 

requirements to strengthen 
the control of  E. coli in 
federally-registered beef  
plants. These plants will 
also be required to label 
mechanically tenderized 
beef  cuts, such as steaks 
or roasts as tenderized, 
and include cooking 
instructions. 

Removing Illegals 
Thanks to Minister 

Kenney’s immigration reforms, 
Mahmoud Mohammad Issa Mohammad 
has finally been removed from Canada. 
Mr. Mohammad was first found to be 
inadmissible to Canada on the basis of  
misrepresentation shortly after entering 
Canada in 1987. He was subsequently 
found ineligible to make a refugee 
claim because he had been a member 
of  the Popular Front for the Liberation 
of  Palestine, and convicted in Greece 
of  participating in a terrorist attack 
on an Israeli plane, which killed an 
Israeli citizen in 1968. Astonishingly, 
this convicted terrorist was able to use 
numerous and repetitive appeals and 
loopholes under Canada’s old, broken 
immigration system to remain in Canada 
for 25 years. Fortunately, recent reforms 
to Canada’s immigration system finally 
enabled his removal. I congratulate 
Minister Kenney for his hard work 
in ensuring that individuals like Mr. 
Mohammad, whose heinous crimes 
and misrepresentations mean they are 

not legally admissible to Canada, are 
identified and removed. 

Youth Employment
The Canada Summer Jobs program 

is helping employers in Newmarket-
Aurora create summer job opportunities 
for students, while strengthening 
our community’s economy. In total, 
Canada Summer Jobs will provide up 
to 36,000 important job opportunities 
and experiences for students across the 
country. Students will gain the skills and 
experience they need to be successful, 
now and in the future, while earning 
money for the upcoming school year. 

Canada Summer Jobs is one part of  
our government’s Youth Employment 
Strategy (YES). With an annual budget of  
more than $300 million, YES helps youth, 
particularly those facing barriers to 
employment, obtain career information, 
develop employment skills, find jobs and 
stay employed. Economic Action Plan 
2013 proposes an additional investment 
of  $70 million over three years to support 
5,000 more paid internships, in addition 
to the extra $50 million that was invested 
to enhance YES through Economic 
Action Plan 2012. All of  these initiatives 
help young Canadians get vital work 
experience that will help them enter the 
workforce and stay there.

If  you would like to contact me on these 
or any other issue, please call 905-953-7515 
or visit my website at www.loisbrown.ca.  
I look forward to hearing from you.

I work for a company that develops and 
constructs large natural gas fired generation 
projects and large scale wind energy projects 
both in the U.S. and Canada. My bosses 
reside in Silver Spring, Maryland (just 
outside Washington, D.C.) and in Braintree, 
Massachusetts (just outside of  Boston.)

All of  the U.S. employees are huge hockey 
fans and, as you can imagine, there is no 
shortage of  “smack” talk between the offices 
when it comes to hockey.

I am used to receiving e-mail commentary 
from different members of  the company 
stateside, whenever the Leafs are playing the 
Boston Bruins or the Washington Capitals. 

What follows is a partial transcript of  the 
e-mail exchanges between my various U.S. 
based colleagues and myself  during game 
seven of  the Leafs / Bruins series as well as 
some supplementary commentary on the 
morning after.

Gary is our company President. Sean 
is our Senior Vice President, Renewables 
and Rob is one of  our wind development 
managers.

I would not call the following at all 
insightful but it is entertaining when you 
juxtaposition the e-mail exchanges with the 
timing of  key events during the third period 
and overtime.

Leafs up 2-1.
Gary @ 8:58 PM: “What, no trash talking?  

Come on guys, we can do 
this!!!”

Leafs now up: 4-1.
Gary @ 9:09 PM. “Ok, 

maybe not...Bruins will 
be golfing tomorrow.  

Congrats.”
Sean @ 9:26 PM: “Well 

they may actually just be 
standing around the golf  
course.” 

Robert @9:32 PM: 
“I hope we see some 
changes this off  season.  
I was an Islander fan but now I guess I’ll pull 
for Ottawa.”

Boston just scored to make it 4-2.
Robert Mastria @ 9:34 PM: “Wow!”
Stephen @ 9:35 PM: “My heart is going  

to stop”
Boston ties score at 4-4. 

Sean @ 9:40 PM. “Good last few 
minutes. Next goal wins.  Stephen start 
shining the clubs - the Bs finally showed 
up to this series.”

Stephen @ 9:41 PM: “Even when we 
were up 3 I was scared - Kessel will pot 
the winner in OT!”

Overtime. Bruins win.
Gary @ 10:05 PM: “Holy sh--!” 
Sean at 10:05 PM: “Wooooooooo-

hoooooooooo”

Sean @ 10:06 PM: 
“Stephen - I will give 
the Leafs credit, they 
almost delivered.”

Stephen @ 10:07 
PM: “I was still 
nervous but I thought 
we would win when 
we were up by three.”

Robert Matria @ 
10:12 PM: “That was 
one of  the greatest 
comebacks I’ve seen. 
And Toronto came to 

play but the Bs just decided to hit the 
gas at the end. Tough series.” 

Stephen @ 10:16 PM: See the attached 
(which was a picture of  my T-Shirt that 
reads – “Stanley’s Coming To Town 
(with a Leaf  Logo on it)) - I bought this 
in 1992 and it has been in my drawer for 
the last nine years - I was going to wear 
this for the second round - back to my 
drawer it goes -big sigh.”

Sean at 10:30 PM: “Don’t worry 
Stephen, you can wear it after the Bs win 
the cup and Dougie Hamilton brings it 
back home to Toronto for a visit.” 

The morning after (Tuesday May 14).
Stephen @ 7:20 AM: “I had this really 

bad nightmare last night - the Leafs 
were up 4-1 with about 13 minutes to 

play and I was getting ready to design 
the Stanley Cup Parade route past our 
Toronto office, then the Bruins tied the 
game and won it in overtime - thank 
god it was just a very bad and horrible 
dream - better luck next year guys - I 
hope the Bruins like playing golf  - 
regards – Stephen”

Sean @ 8:33 AM: “Sounds like a 
terrible dream...one you only want to 
have every 9 years or so.”

Stephen @ 9:08 AM: “I was wondering 
why it was fairly easy to get tickets on 
line this morning for round two.”

Gary @ 9:30 AM: “By the way, I retract 
my congrats statement, that was in bad 
taste...”

Then Sean e-mailed me a picture of  
Phil Kessel carrying a set of  golf  clubs 
over his head around the ice.

Stephen @ 10:49 AM: “Touche!!! 
Ouch!!! Thanks for worrying about my 
delicate pysche at this critical time!”

Robert @ 10:50 AM: “Hey I didn’t 
send it to you on purpose.  Sean is the 
one twisting the knife!”

Stephen @ 10:55 AM: “Just kidding 
- I will be fine and will fully recover 
from this...in about ten years!” 
 

Stephen can be contacted at  
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

AURORAN 
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Leafs vs. Bruins – fates change quickly

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Ottawa Report

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

Is Council right in issuing an apology to three 
bloggers involved in a municipally  

authorised lawsuit in 2010?

(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Undecided
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3 Yes No Undecided

82% 17% 1 %
Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

Aurora’s Crabby Joe’s, 
represented here by Aar-
on Conboy and Nicole 
Young, will host a fund-
raising event at their 
Bayview Avenue and 
Pedersen Drive location 
this Saturday, May 25 at 5 
p.m. in honour of the Ride 
to Conquer Cancer. Last 
year, Nicole and Aaron 
raised over $13,000 for 
the Ride, and in memory 
of Andrew’s grandmother 
Dolly Harrison – and 
hope to raise even more 
money this year! For 
more information, visit 
www.conquercancer.ca.

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer
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Continued on page 22

Leafs 
Leave 

SENIOR
SCAPE

Jim L. Abram

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

“Keeping your dreams...safe!”

What do you call a 
Toronto Maple Leaf  with 
a Stanley Cup ring? Very 
old or a thief.

Well, I was really 
worried for a time. I 
thought the Leafs might 
win! The otherwise 
orderly universe would 
meet its end in tumultuous 
chaos! Seniors are the 
fortunate ones who can 
remember a time when the 
Leafs put a competitive 
team on the ice and won 
the Stanley Cup. That was 
over 45 years ago. Ma Bell 
sold us phones instead 
of  hockey tickets. Fifty 
years ago, most television 
programming made its 
way to people’s TV sets 
via rabbit ears until the 
late Ted Rogers took 
control of  a media empire 
and revolutionized it. 

For this shortened 
season, the Toronto 
Maple Leafs are out of  
the playoffs. They lost 
in the seventh game in 
overtime.  This makes 
me very sad because I 
know that the owners of  
the Leafs, Maple Leaf  
Sport and Entertainment, 
controlled by a Rogers/
Bell holding company, 
will take it out on us in the 
form of  more increases 
to phone and cable bills. 
Their shareholders won’t 
stand for such a result and 
their customers must pay 
the price for their loss! 

Oh, did I forget to 
mention that I have a 
conspiracy theory about 
most everything? Cheer 
on your Aurora Tigers 
as they never seem to 
disappoint us! 

Let’s move on. I shall 
rant no further, but I offer 
no promises.

Aurora Seniors’ Centre 
Annual General Meeting
The annual ASA 

general meeting is 
scheduled for June 5 at 4 
p.m. The meeting will be 
followed by a barbecue 
for a small charge of  $2 
per person for all those 
that attend the meeting.  
All ASA members are 
encouraged to attend 
this very important 
meeting.  This meeting 
allows an opportunity 
for all members in good 
standing to express their 
views and opinions on 
the future direction of  
the Aurora Seniors’ 
Association. Your input 
is valued and encouraged 
as the constructive 
input provided by the 
membership is very 
helpful in guiding the 
mandate of  the ASA Board 
of  Directors entrusted by 
you.

Budget Bistro
This past Wednesday 

we were honoured to 
have joined us for lunch 
Councillor John Abel and 
Accessibility Advisory 
Committee vice-chair 

Tyler Barker who made a 
moving and enlightening 
presentation on behalf  
of  the CCAM, Concerned 
Citizens for Accessibility 
and Mobility. Tyler 
recalled going to grade 
school with my daughter 
Nicole! 

I knew Nicole was 
unforgettable but he 
even remembered little 
old me!  Mark your 
calendars to attend the 
Mobility Maze event to 
be held at the Aurora 
Community Centre on 
Wednesday, June 5, 2013 
to learn more about 
accessibility challenges 
and opportunities in your 
Aurora.  

Fallsview Casino  
– Thursday, May 30

Get dealt into the 
action at Fallsview Casino 
Resort! Whether your 
game is slots or tables, 
you’ll find it all on one of  
the largest Casino gaming 
floors in the world – an 
impressive 200,000 square 
feet – the equivalent 
of  three football fields! 
Throughout, a welcome 
hint of  sophistication 
and classic luxury awaits, 
blending seamlessly with 
the pulsing energy and 
adrenaline of  gaming 
action! 

Enjoy a great day of  
gaming and slots during 
this 5 hour visit to 
Fallsview Casino which 
for only $20 ($25 for non 
ASA members) includes a 
$10 coin voucher. Niagara 
Falls is a wonderful place 
to visit in the Spring so 
come on out for a fun day 
with your friends from 
the Seniors’ Centre. 

Grand River Cruise – 
Tuesday, June 11

Begin your day in 
“The Landing” with 
complimentary coffee, 
muffin and shopping 
in the large Craft Shop. 
Enjoy an interesting 
audiovisual presentation 
about the Grand River 
followed by a fabulous 
live Music Show featuring 
“The Blazing Fiddles”. 
You will then embark on 
a 3 hour cruise featuring 
a sumptuous 3-course 
roast beef  lunch served 
to your private window 
table. During your cruise 
your captain gives an 
informative narration 
about the Grand River 
and refreshments are 
served before returning 
to dock. Enjoy famous 
home-baked bread, apple 
pie, and other baked goods 
available to purchase after 
your cruise. 

Niagara Peach Festival – 
Saturday, August 10th 
This Peachy-keen tour 

begins at the Magnotta 
Winery where grapes 
from Magnotta’s own 
vineyards are crushed 

these things? That is what we’re 
trying to get a handle.”

But whether people are looking 
for a quick fix to the symptoms of  
the problem rather than digging 
deeper to cut it off  at the root, 
is something that remains to be 
seen. When people get a sense that 
people in their community are 
hurting, they naturally want to 
help, and this is the collaborative 
response the United Way is looking 
to tap into, she added.

One problem in particular here 
in Town is the perennial sense 
that Aurora itself  is an affluent 
community. While this might be so 
in many cases, it is not applicable 
across the board. 

“It depends on who is telling 
the story,” she says. “The stories 
of  difficulty and exposure or 
vulnerability are sometimes 
difficult for people to hear and they 
might think of  it as happening to 
somebody else, but it is actually 
happening closer to home. I 
wonder if  people have some kind 
of  reluctance to hear. It is hard if  
you can’t see.”

That being said, there is evidence 
that the message is getting across 
in Aurora. Residents are hearing 
the message that poverty in town 
is an all too real issue and various 

faith groups are responding to 
the problems. Ms. Wedlock cites 
collaborative efforts made, for 
instance, by various Christian 
churches to provide a place to 
get a good meal and to combat 
as well the problems brought 
about by social isolation through 
programs such as Welcoming 
Arms, Welcoming Table, and Rise 
and Shine breakfasts. 

“People are trying to respond 
and our interest is in how it is 
happening,” she says. “I never 
want to second guess what a 
community is doing and it is 
sometimes a challenge, but also 
a great surprise sometimes, to 
just to learn about all the cool 
things communities are doing 
and I always look forward to these 
conversations. 

One predominant issue tackled 
by the group, who assembled for 
the roundtable at Aurora Public 
Library on Thursday evening 
was the issue of  growth and how 
it affects the issues of  poverty, 
housing and other challenges 
within a community. 

“I think people are really 
having mixed feelings about 
growth and change because on the 
one hand growth is really driving 
housing prices up and people can’t 
necessarily afford to live in Aurora 

anymore, but it is also making a 
commute more and more difficult 
because as growth comes, so do the 
stoplights, so the commute which 
was once three minutes is now 
almost an hour,” said Carol Lever 
of  Aurora United Church. 

“But at the same time, there is 
also excitement. Like a lot of  faith 
communities, there was a dip in 
congregational attendance and 
growth, but now we’re starting to 
see a bit of  an upswing that as our 
community grows, people do want 
to feel connected and they will find 
their own way to feel connected.”

While Ms. Lever said there is 
both excitement and growth on 
this front, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
agreed that some people are 
“energised” by the growth. 

“There has been a substantial 
increase in the diversity that we’re 
experiencing,” he said. “That is, in 
my opinion, bringing some very 
positive changes to Town. There 
are a lot of  new experiences.”

She agreed, noting that she and 
her family were first hesitant to 
move to Aurora because it was very 
“WASPy” and they had concerns 
about raising their children in 
a community lacking diversity. 
Now that the demographics have 
changed, her children have grown 
because of  it. 

with
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Details of new awards for old businesses to be hammered out in June
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s 150 years of  business heritage could be 
honoured with an awards ceremony this fall.

Plans continue to fall into place on “longevity” 
awards being considered by Aurora’s Economic 
Development Advisory Committee (EDAC) to 
celebrate the Town’s 150th anniversary.

The idea for a new form of  business awards was 
floated by EDAC chair Councillor Michael Thompson 
earlier this spring to serve two purposes. The first is 
to mark the Sesquicentennial and the second is to 
pick up some of  the slack from the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce this year. 

The Chamber has decided to put their annual 
Business Achievement Awards, celebrating 
individual business people and their companies, 
on ice until 2014 while they recalibrate, retool and 
revitalize what was once an annual celebration. 

A new awards ceremony for this year will not 
only highlight the Town’s rich history of  trade and 
commerce, but also be a bit of  a celebration for the 
companies that continue to thrive after decades of  
business in Town.

“The committee is very receptive and enthusiastic 
about putting something together and the Chamber 
has also expressed an interest in participating in 
the process,” says Councillor Thompson. “At the 
last EDAC meeting, we talked over a whole bunch of  
different ideas. If  we’re leaning towards one thing, it 
may be that the York Region Small Business Group, 
which does a series of  six talks a year, their last talk 
will be in Aurora on 150 Years of  Innovation.

“The thought process was that we would align our 
Business Longevity Awards with that session and go 
from there.”

Ideas floated at the table included starting awards 
for 25 years of  activity in Aurora and working their 
way up. There was also consideration around the 
table on the possibility of  ways to honour some of  
the businesses key to the development of  Aurora, 
such as Sisman Shoes and Sterling Drugs, which, 
while defunct, still played their role. 

“We’re brainstorming and we’re going to vote on 

what we think is the best format and process of  our 
next EDAC meeting next month and that would go to 
Council for Council’s approval; that would include 
things like where we are going to do this, do we 
need a budget, how we’re going to recognize those 
businesses,” he says. 

“Some of  the things from EDAC were whether it is 
really a recognition amongst their peers, or is there 
a way to let their customers know they have been 
recognized? Not everybody wants a plaque, but there 
might be other ways to recognize them that might be 
just as beneficial but in a different way.”

From page 1

Issues depend on who is telling the story: United Way
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    0%  DEVICES OR COMPONENTS RESOLD
    0%  DEVICES OR COMPONENTS REUSED
    0%  E-WASTE TO LANDFILL
    0% TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
100% SECURE DATA DESTRUCTION

BESTPracticesRecycling

ELECTRONIC WASTE
RECYCLING EVENT

NO COST • NO DATA RISK

ARTEX recycles everything it accepts 
and guarantees secure destruction of 
information. No E-Waste is ever re-sold 
or ends up in local landfills or developing 
nations! 

What's Included?
Computers and peripherals (cables and 
cords), laptops, monitors, keyboards, 
copiers, VCRs, copier/fax machines, cell 
phones/pagers, printers, scanners, hard 
drives, TV, stereo and video equipment, 
shredders, home theatre systems, radios, 
telephones and more!

What’s NOT Included?
Household and kitchen appliances, 
refrigerators, stoves, ovens, microwaves, 
air conditioners, vacuums, toasters, 
blenders, etc.

Saturday, May 25
Bring all your unwanted or obsolete electronic devices to

9 SCANLON COURT
(Just o� of Industrial Parkway North, one block north of Wellington Street)

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Hosted by Mayor Dawe

ARTEX
Environmental Corp.

“Certified OES Primary Processor”
www.artexenvironmental.com
416.915.9052 ext.30 RECYCLEYOURELECTRONICS.ca

Aurora Teen Idol
Competition

Applications available at:
Aurora Family Leisure Complex,
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex,
www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762

If you are a resident of Aurora 
and between the ages of 12 and 17, 
you are eligible to enter the 
2013 competition!

Registration deadline
is Tuesday, June 18

The finals will be 
held at Lambert 
Willson Park on 
Monday, July 1 
at 2:30 p.m.

Register by Tuesday, June 18, 2013

Monday, July 1, 2013
2:30 p.m.
Lambert Willson Park
For more information, visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762

Are you using 
acceptable containers 
for residential waste  
and recycling collection?

For more information, 
call 905-727-3123 ext. 3447  
or visit www.aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling

A reminder to Town of Aurora residents
To ensure your waste and recycling is collected,  
please use the following approved sizes:
Waste container size 
Maximum 98 litres (26 gallons)

Recycling container size 
Minimum 68 litres (18 gallons) 
Maximum 83 litres (22 gallons)

x x✓ ✓

2013 Community Recognition Awards
Do you know a person or organization that is making Aurora 
a better place to live because of their volunteer efforts? 

Make sure they get the recognition they deserve by nominating 
them for a Community Recognition Award. Submit a nomination 
by visiting our website at www.aurora.ca/2013communityawards 
and complete the application form.

For more information, please contact The Town of Aurora’s 
Corporate Communications division at 905-727-3123  
ext. 4232 or email jnorton@aurora.ca

Act now! Nomination deadline is June 6, 2013.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, Ontario L4G 6J1

Visit The Town of Aurora booth at the 18th Annual Aurora Chamber Street Festival  

The Aurora Chamber Street Festival is Sunday, June 2 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.on Yonge Street between 
Wellington Street and Murray Drive. The Festival is family-friendly and for all ages. There are over 500 
vendors with musical entertainment and much more.

A section of Yonge Street is closed to traffic, allowing vendors and visitors full access. Admission is free. 
Check out the Town of Aurora’s booth, there will be lots of Town of information and brochures for you to 
browse through.

For more information, please visit www.aurorachamber.on.ca



THE AURORAN, Tuesday, May 21, 2013Page  8 THE AURORAN, Tuesday, May 21, 2013                  Page 9

Hours of Operation
Mon - Tues 1pm - 6pm
Sat - Sun 12pm - 5pm
By Appointment Call: 905-727-6122

13777 YONGE STREET, AURORA, ON CANADA L4G 3G8
Prices, sizes and specifications are subject to change without notice. E. & O.E.

Gated Custom Residences Available

EON® Deck Tiles Cedar • 10 tiles per case • 11.8" x 11.8" • Easy to 
install - simply snap together • Mould and mildew resistant (1000777408)

$5 96
Pressure-Treated Mini Tie 
• 8' • Ideal for lining 
driveways or garden borders 
(1000108801)

$555
each

case

1" x 6" x 5' (1000100209) $2.13 each
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By Brock Weir

From parking lots to 
a public piazza, ideas 
for the future of  Library 
Square are set to come up 
for another review this 
Thursday.

It is the second of  
four public consultation 
sessions to look at the 
large swath of  Victoria 
Street, currently occupied 
by the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, the old Aurora 
Public Library Building, 
the former home of  the 
Aurora Seniors Centre, 
and Victoria Hall. Of  
particular attention are 
the Library and Seniors’ 
Centre buildings whose 
future is far from certain. 

The buildings, although 
continually used, have 
not served their original 
purposes for nearly a 
decade and calls have 
been made to bring in the 
bulldozers. But how that 
potential space can best 
serve the community, 
however, is the question of  
the day. 

When the public last 
had a chance to sound 
off  on the future of  the 
buildings suggestions 
ranged from a public 
gathering space – whether 
a place to relax, or a place 
to hold celebrations and 
festivals – to ultimately 
being a solution to what 
many people perceive to be 
a severe parking problem 
in Aurora’s Downtown 
Core. 

Council’s advisory 
committees have also 
taken a keen interest in 
the site. Adding onto the 
suggestions made at the 
earlier public sessions, 
which also included 
stipulations that whatever 
happens to the site should 
have a long-range vision 
for the community, were 
the Town’s Parks and 
Recreation Advisory 
Committee (PRAC). 
PRAC’s suggestions 
included a sports campus 
or office space for sports 
groups and parking. 

They also stipulated 
that plans “be a part 
of  a unified vision of  
downtown revitalization 
and of  the Aurora 
Promenade” and that 
final plans be held off  
until the completion of  
the Southeast Old Aurora 
Heritage Conservation 
District Study, the ball 
for which got rolling 
earlier this year with 
the establishment of  a 
committee to oversee what 
could become Aurora’s 
second heritage district 
south of  Wellington 
Street.

Bringing this together, 
the committee suggested 
Council consider hiring a 
“professional planner” to 
offer input on options and 
opportunities and how it 
fits into the wider picture. 

Marco Ramunno, 
Aurora’s Director of  
Planning, told Councillors 
last week that a planner 

would look at the buildings 
of  Library Square and 
their context within 
ongoing studies in the 
area. Getting a wider view 
of  the current situation 
and the future was 
something that garnered 
support from Council, but 
Councillor Evelyn Buck 
had a slightly different 
view of  the project.

Councillor Buck gave 
the initial push over the 
winter to see some action 
in determining after years 
of  uncertainty the future 
of  the two buildings. Her 
initial suggestion was to 
raze the two buildings and 
use a significant chunk of  
Aurora’s $34 million Hydro 
Reserve account to build 
a new multi-use building 
tailored to youth and to 
foster creativity within the 
wider community. At last 
week’s Council meeting, 
she expressed frustration 
that concrete plans have 
yet to come forward.

“Council seems to be 
totally bereft of  any ideas 
whatsoever,” she said. 
“There are nine of  us 
sitting around this table 
to ask a planner to throw 
some ideas at us to see 
what we think of  them. 
“We’re not doing what we 
should be doing and that is 
putting out ideas.”

Councillors, however, 
supported the idea of  
taking a step back and 
getting a sense of  the wider 
picture. They also voiced 
support of  getting further 

Residents have second chance to plan  
Library Square’s future Thursday

input on the Town’s 
citizen committees.

“We’re moving in a 
concentrated, thoughtful 
way to do what is best to get 
input from several areas,” 
said Councillor John Abel. 
“I think there are very 
some very exciting ideas 
going forward. [When you 
look at what Newmarket 
has done with Riverwalk 
Commons] what they 
have turned around in 
a short period of  time 
is phenomenal and very 
impressive. I am all for 
moving forward and I 
think we’re doing the right 
thing. 

Councillor Chris 
Ballard ventured a solution 
putting responsibility for 
fitting the pieces together 
with the Town’s current 
heritage planner. 

“I don’t think it is 
a lack of  ideas that 

Former Aurora mayor George Timpson and his wife Ann were on hand at St.  
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Saturday running their spring flower and bake sale. 
The event was a success – with the bake sale tables soon emptied of their loads – 
and proceeds will be re-invested back into the Victoria Street church.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Removing Code of Conduct is a “step backward”, says Councillor 
By Brock Weir

Aurora took a step 
backward last week 
in taking the Town’s 
controversial Code of  
Conduct off  the books, 
according to Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner.

Council passed a bylaw 
on Tuesday formally 
rescinding the document, 
which prescribed a 
series of  guidelines 
to govern Council’s 
behaviour, as well as an 
equally stringent list of  
ramifications that could 
be faced by Councillors 
if  they deviate from the 
Code. 

The document was 
instituted by the 2006 – 
2010 Council after the 
Province opened up the 
Municipal Act to allow 
municipalities such as 
Aurora to put a Code on 
the books and to hire 
Integrity Commissioners 
to evaluate any complaints 
against elected officials 
incurred from a possible 
violation. 

In that short period of  
time, however, Aurora has 
developed a considerable 
history when it comes to 
the document, including 
hours of  Council debates, 
less than a handful of  
complaints, multiple 
Integrity Commissioners, 
all resulting in making it 
a hot button issue in the 
last Municipal election.

The majority of  
Councillors expressed 
concerns with the Code 
on the campaign trail and 
have taken multiple steps 
over the course of  the 
current Council to remove 
it. Earlier this year, they 
voted to combine the 
existing Code of  Conduct 
and Code of  Ethics into 
a new, less stringent 
document, a revised 
“Code of  Ethics.”

According to Town 
Clerk John Leach, the 
revised document will be 
up for Council approval 
before Councillors break 
for summer recess at the 
end of  June.

“I have no illusions 

I can change anybody’s 
opinion,” said Councillor 
Gaertner on the issue, 
which was ultimately 
approved 6 – 3 with 
Councillors Chris Ballard 
and John Gallo joining her 
voting against the change. 
“[The Code of  Conduct] 
was an interesting and 
important initiative 
of  the last Council and 
what this did was allow 
politicians to stand up 
and say that they will 
uphold the principles of  
good conduct and ethics 
and that we will be held 
to a high standard. If  
our behaviour falls short 
of  that, there will be 
consequences that we will 
accept as politicians. 

“There were mistakes 
made, it was a new 
initiative, it was a new 
initiative in the municipal 
act, but we tried to do 
something to increase 
our accountability to 
the community and I 
think that is something 
pretty special as 
politicians. I think this 
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concern PRAC, rather 
than the fact there 
are three independent 
studies moving forward 
that overlap into the so-
called Library Square 
area,” he said. “There 
was concern that three 
studies have their own 
scope of  work, their own 
focuses [and they saw the 
benefit in having at least 
one person, one planner, 
and one committee that is 
responsible for it all.”

But in putting together 
all these visions and 
ideas, Council needs to 
come together and decide 
on the ultimate goals 
and objectives, argued 
Councillor Michael 

Thompson. Paving to 
put up a parking lot is 
a different direction 
than many of  the other 
suggestions that have 
come forward, he said, 
noting the piazza and 
entertainment centre 
proposals.

“The list is endless 
and so are the goals and 
objectives,” he said. “We 
need to define what that 
is and what we’re trying 
to achieve in this location 
and I think there needs to 
be a steering committee 
[or planner] to guide the 
process [and we can look 
at] all different angles 
of  what the community 
needs most in this space.”

is a step backward for 
this community and it is 
a step backward for the 
politicians of  this Council 
and I strongly object.”
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Even off duty, firefighter’s sense of 
commitment goes beyond borders

By Brock Weir

Firefighters are often 
referred to as “heroes 
among us” for the brave 
work they do within the 
community, but their work 
is not limited to what they 
do on the truck or on their 
beat – and Aurora native 
Adam Simson is proof  of  
that. 

The former G.W. 
Williams and Aurora 
High School Student has 
always subscribed to the 
belief  that when it comes 
to emergency services 
there are no borders 
to helping. When an 
opportunity arose to put 
on his running shoes and 
help Ryan Humphrey, a 
former pilot for American 
Airlines, he didn’t think 
twice.

Mr. Simson, who 
himself  battled back to 
his dreams of  working on 
a fire truck after a serious 
injury in the line of  duty 
threatened to take him 
offline all together nearly 
four years ago, saw his 
own similarities with 
Ryan. 

While Adam dreamed 
of  being a firefighter 
from his earliest days 
of  playing with toy fire 
trucks and plastic fire 
helmets and equipment, 
Ryan had his dreams of  
being a pilot. 

Adam went through 
school and intensive 
training to achieve that 
dream of  being on that 

truck responding to 
fire and medical calls. 
Ryan watched from the 
Customer Service desk 
he was manning for the 
airline with stars in his 
eyes watching the pilots 
head off  into the wild blue 
yonder. He followed them 
five years ago becoming 
a commercial jet pilot for 
the carrier.

Unlike Adam, who was 
able to use physiotherapy 
and other efforts to get 
back on track, Ryan 
did not fare so lucky 
when he was diagnosed 
with angiosarcoma, an 
aggressive and rare form 
of  cancer which, after 
lung surgery, left him 
unable to pass standard 
pilot health screenings. 

Now back at that 
customer service desk, 
and with his health 
somewhat back on track, 
Ryan is not taking it 
lying down and has 
devoted himself  to 
raising awareness of  
this particular form of  
cancer of  which so little 
is known.  

Adam first heard of  
Ryan’s plight from his 
cousin, Denise, who 
works for the same airline 
and when the opportunity 
presented itself  to 
participate in Ryan’s 
Angiosarcoma Awareness 
5k Run/Walk in Troy, 
Michigan, he jumped at 
the chance to help out.

“I lost two very good 
friends of  mine on the 

fire truck, including a 
captain who passed away 
about eight or nine years 
ago from cancer, and I just 
lost a very good friend 
of  mine to cancer off  the 
truck and we had always 
worked together from 
our days in the East York 
fire department. As soon 
as I heard Ryan needed 
assistance and my cousin 
asked, anything I could do 
to spread awareness, even 
out there, I jumped on it.

“Ryan ended up 
organizing it, he did it 
all in a month. It was 
a really inspirational 
weekend to go out there 
and meet other people 
and survivors, and they 
appreciated the fact I 
came from Canada. I 
always believe there are 
no borders, no matter 
what.”

As someone who 
spends a significant part 
of  his day responding 
to medical calls and to 
people who are living with 
certain health issues, he 
says he is always of  the 
belief  that the more you 
can do the better. There is 
a lot more one can do for 
the community when one 
is off  duty, he adds.

But when on the 
truck, he is living out his 
childhood dream, a fact he 
is eager to tell the endless 
parade of  young boys 
and girls that come to 
fire stations across York 
Region and in the Greater 
Toronto Area. If  they 

too spend endless hours 
playing with fire trucks, 
as he did, they can look 
at him and see that it is 
possible to achieve one’s 
dreams 

While he says it is 
indeed all he dreamed it 
was cracked up to be, it’s 
not without its challenges. 
His own health battles 
aside, certain calls can be 
particularly challenging, 
such as people 
“deliberately trying to 
cause harm to others.”

“That is very 
challenging trying 
to prevent that from 
happening and hurting 
people, and people get 
hurt because of  that, he 
says. “The most fulfilling 
part is when we respond 
to a call and are able to 
help somebody and it 
just makes someone feel 
better. 

“I remember when I 
was a rookie responding 
to one of  my first house 
fires, there were children, 

they lost a lot of  their 
stuff  and we grabbed one 
of  our Dalmatian stuffed 
animals, walked over and 
gave them to them, and 
just that smile on their 
face. Suddenly you take 
something that is bad and 
really turn it around.”

There is yet another 
example of  the 
similarities between 
Adam and Ryan.

For more on Ryan’s 
story and his efforts, visit 
www.troyasa5k.org.

Aurora native Andrew Simson (above) serves with Toronto Fire Services. After  
battling back from his own injuries following an accident, he is back on the 
truck and recently returned from Michigan, helping Ryan Humfrey (inset) raise  
awareness for a rare form of cancer.                      Submitted photos
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Preserving Communities  
gains traction in Aurora

By Brock Weir

The efforts of  MPP 
Frank Klees to have local 
Councils be the ultimate 
authority when it comes 
to new developments and 
their impacts on existing 
neighbourhoods gained 
some added traction in 
Aurora last week.

Mr. Klees’ bill 
proposing the 
“Preserving Existing 
Communities Act” was 
tabled in the Ontario 
Legislature earlier this 
spring. Its objective 
is to halt the Ontario 
Municipal Board from 
being the ultimate king-
maker in most cases 
when a municipality 
has a dispute with 
developers’ plans. 

Mr. Klees argues 
that the bill, which is 
awaiting committee 
review at Queen’s Park 
would confirm “the 
authority and role” of  
local councils in equally 
local planning matters, 
ensure that local 
lawmakers are tasked 
with maintaining the 
province’s growth and 
intensification targets 
based on their official 
plans, and preserve the 
character of  existing 
communities.

The impetus of  this 
bill can be found to the 
north, where Newmarket 
residents are grappling 
with the redevelopment 
of  the property that 
was formerly Glenway 
Golf  and Country Club. 

A neighbourhood was 
built in conjunction 
with the golf  course 
with hundreds of  yards 
backing directly onto the 
course itself.

The new owners of  the 
property plan on filling 
much of  the golf  course 
lands with high density 
housing and townhomes, 
causing a stir with the 
existing community 
residents.

Council for Aurora, a 
Town which has received 
a fair share of  criticism 
for the hundreds of  
thousands of  dollars 
spent fighting developers 
at the OMB over the past 
decade, endorsed Mr. 
Klees’ bill last Tuesday, 
6 – 3 with Councillors 
Chris Ballard, Wendy 
Gaertner, and John 
Gallo voting against 
the measure. Aurora 
now joins communities 
such as Newmarket 
and Mississauga in 
throwing their weight 
into the debate for 
the Legislature’s 
consideration.

Speaking against 
the motion, however, 
Councillor Chris Ballard 
said while he agreed with 
the bill in principle, he 
disagreed with shutting 
out the OMB.

“I think the intent of  
what is proposed is sound, 
but I do have issues with 
the discussions about 
the OMB,” he said. “As 
much as I like to rail 
against the OMB, I think 
in many cases, and 

looking over the history 
of  the OMB it provides 
that necessary direction. 
If  we think the OMB is 
expensive, we ought to 
try when the developers 
take us to court. I have 
concerns with the 
solution. The intent, I 
don’t have problems with 
[but] I would be more 
willing to support this if  
we support the intent of  
the legislation without 
supporting every 
clause.”

According to Mr. Klees, 
Aurora’s endorsement of  
the bill is “helpful” and 
provides a “clear signal” 
to Queen’s Park that this 
is an issue of  concern 
to many municipalities 
across the province and 
something they need 
to “take seriously.” 
He added, however, be 
believes Councillor 
Ballard’s reasoning 
for voting against the 
measures was based on 
a “misunderstanding” of  
his bill’s intent.

“Matters of  a planning 
nature cannot be taken 
to court if  it deals with 
the specific issues that 
my bill addresses,” he 
said. “The only way that 
matters can be brought 
before the court is if  
there is a point of  law at 
issue. These issues relate 
not to points of  law, but 
specific planning issues.”

Since his bill 
was presented in 
the Legislature, he 
says he has received 
“overwhelming” support 

for the document which, 
he says, people see as 
“common sense” when 
it comes to their homes, 
possibly the single 
biggest investment they 
make in their lives.

“Their homes, and 
having them devalued 
because of  inappropriate 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
encroaching into their 
neighbourhood is 
something that is of  great 
concern,” said Mr. Klees. 
“Residents believe they 
should be able to count 
upon their locally elected 
representative, namely 
their Town Council, to 
make decisions in their 
best interests and in the 
best interests of  the local 

Stephanie of the Aurora Cul-
tural Centre gets the word 
out about their new Aurora 
150 Project inviting all Au-
rora youth to submit their 
photography and creative 
writing to My Aurora! 150 
Youth/150 Years, a new com-
petition where your photos 
and words could form an up-
coming exhibit at the Cultural 
Centre. The competition for 
those aged between 5 and 15 
asks, what does Aurora mean 
to you? What is your favourite 
space/place in Aurora?; and 
what you would like Aurora 
youth 150 years from now 
to learn from your work? For 
more information, contact 
Stephanie at 905-713-1818. 
Watch in next week’s edition 
of The Auroran for full details.

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

community.
“To have those 

decisions overturned 
by an unelected, 

unaccountable body 
[such as the OMB] is 
something I think most 
residents find offensive.”
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Quiet child-safe cres!  Large LR-DR combo with hrdwd floors!  New updated and  
upgraded kit with quartz counters & big eat-in area!  Spacious family room! Main floor 
den!  Master with updated ensuite & walkin closet!  Prof. fin lower level!  Great backyard 
retreat with deck & pool!  Backs to trees! 

VALUE HERE! 4 BEDROOM! POOL!  1/2 ACRE! SHARON!

$729,000

Quiet court location! 2500 SF bungalow with approx. 5000 SF finished living space!  Open concept 
floor plan! Soaring 9 foot ceilings! Gleaming hardwood strip floors! Large living-dining  room com-
bination!  Huge modern eat-in centre island kitchen! Master with inviting ensuite and walk-in closet! 
Professionally finished lower level with 2 bedroom in-law – great two-family home!  Pool-sized 
professionally landscaped premium lot too!  

RICHMOND HILL BUNGALOW BEAUTY

$879,000

Sales Office at 15105 Yonge St., #100, Aurora, open Sat & Sun 1-4pm or by appointment. 
6 quality constructed & elegantly upgraded estate homes from 4,450 SF to 5,670 SF, some w/
main flr master!  Gated privacy & much more!  Stone, stone & stucco or stone & brick exteriors!  
Amazing attention to detail by renowned builder!  Builder finished basement 
quotable! 

“BLOOMINGTON HEIGHTS”! 1/2  ACRE LOTS! 

 From $2,350,000

Superb completely reno’d estate home in Aurora’s most sought-after estate community!  
Updated & upgraded “gourmet” centre island kit!  Sumptuous master w/enticing en-
suite!  Updated baths!  Knock-out prof. f inished walk-out bsmt!  Oasis backyard w/
pool with waterfall & hot tub and party room!  Simply sensational!

HUNTER’S GLEN 5200 SF GEM!  PICTURESQUE PRIVACY 2.5 ACRES!

$2,549,900

Gated exclusivity in Aurora’s Stonebridge! Loaded with upgrades. 9 foot ceilings!  Updated    
kitchen     with    quartz    stone    counters!   Ground    floor    master    with    5     piece    ensuite.   Bright      professionally  
finished walkout lower level with huge family room and 2 more bedrooms!  
Ensuites to all bedrooms! Backs to ravine!

4 BEDROOM END UNIT CONDO BUNGALOFT LINK!

$778,888

Your own “estate” majestically set high on the parcel with beautiful views!  Great centre island kit 
w/granite counter, big bkfst bar & open concept to spac. sunken fam rm!  Sundrenched solarium!  
Main flr den!   Master w/sitting area, full ensuite & large w-in! “Unspoiled” walk-out lower level!  
Oversized decks, triple garage and oversized carport!   $1,228,888

64 ACRES!  4000 SF EXECUTIVE HOME!  MT. ALBERT!

STONEHAVEN “BEAUTY” WITH POOL!

$834,900

Quality “Heron” built 3500SF 4 bedroom executive home on professionally landscaped lot! Soaring 9 foot  
ceilings! Gleaming hrdwd strip floors!  Separate formal living room and dining room  Huge modern ceramic kitchen 
open to spacious family room, both overlooking pool! Main flr den!  Master w/his and hers walk-ins and inviting 5 
piece ensuite! Big secondary bedrooms! Child-safe court location and much more!

SHARON SHOWSTOPPER!  ½ ACRE, POOL & INLAW SUITE! 

$989,900

Have it all and bring your inlaws too!  Curb appeal & more!  Soaring 9 ft ceilings!  Gleaming hrdwd strip 
flrs!  Entertaining-sized LR & DR!  updated kitchen w/granite counters & big solarium eat-in area!  Spac. 
fam rm!  Above-grade sep. entrance 1 bdrm inlaw!  Master w/inviting ensuite & “his & hers” w-ins!  Prof.  
fin open concept bsmt too!  Oasis backyard w/pool & more!  5 car garage 
& loads of parking!  

Aurora’s gateway to the business core!  Attention owner occupiers & inves-
tors!  Exceptional quality medical and office use building with 16  parking  spots!   
Numerous uses!  Large reception and principal room sizes!  2 washrooms!  R5-18 
zoned! Why lease when you could own!

AURORA MEDICAL/OFFICE!  CENTURY CHARACTER & CHARM!

$999,999

BECAUSE YOU 
DESERVE IT...

HOCKLEYBEER.CAPURE. GENIUS.
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Ontario Shake n Tile
3x105
PROOF #1

SPRING
into

Action!
ROOF NOW and SAVE!

Be the FIRST in your neighbourhood to ROOF
this year, and receive HUGE SAVINGS! Ontario
Shake N’ Tile is looking for demonstration homes
to SHOWCASE our beautiful lifetime shingles
to the masses! After our harsh winter, your roof
may be in worse condition than you thought!
ROOF NOW and SAVE! Join the THOUSANDS
of extremely satisfied customers and find a
permanent solution to your roofing problems!
QUOTE PROMO CODE: RoofNow

100% Financing Available! No Payments for
6 Months! LOW Monthly Payments! O.A.C.

CALL NOW for
HUGE SAVINGS!
1-888-271-7119

www.RoofOntario.com

WANTED 
JUNIOR GOLFERS 

The Optimist club of Aurora will hold its 
6th Annual Optimist Junior Qualifying Golf Tournament

at 

14 - 15 Years 
16 - 18 Years

To register for the Optimist Club of Aurora 
Junior Golf Tournament, 

you may: 

• Call Greg at (905) 713-2570 
• by e-mail at gjway2@gmail.com

• go to the Aurora Optimist Club website 
www.auroraoptimist.com 

• applications are  also available at 
St. Andrews Valley Golf Club. 

10-11 Years 
12 - 13 Years 

St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club
 
 

All youth (boys and girls) aged 10-18 can compete. 
Age groups for competition are as follows:

in Aurora on Sunday May 26, 2013.

The registration deadline is May 24

Cost is $70 per golfer which includes 

18 HOLES • LUNCH • PRIZES 

existing road and highway 
system, and increased 
growth and urbanization. 

Their 25-year vision for 
local transportation focuses 
on providing a wide range 
of  options for people and 
expanding to places not 
already or sporadically 
serviced, and more for 
children and seniors, 
increased frequency and 
reliability, with a boost to 
active transportation in 
making it easier for people 
cycle or walk.

This will be carried out 
through nine goals, ranging 
from stepping up efforts for 
an efficient rapid transit 
network throughout the 
region, walking and cycling 
networks with bike sharing, 
an integrated transit fare 
system, a better system of  
“connected mobility hubs” 
and instituting stable and  
predictable transit funding 
throughout the province. 

But all this, of  course, 
comes with a price, and that 
will be shouldered by the 
people, whether users, the 
people most effected by the 
current problems, or the 
taxpayers in general. While 
they propose a number of  
ways (taxes) people can 
fund the big move, dubbed 
“revenue tools”, one thing 
Aurora lawmakers and 
business advocates agreed 
on was increasing property 
taxes to make it happen was 
not an option.

“High potential options 
would be highway tolls  
and a  fuel tax,” said 

Judy Marshall, Chief  
Executive Officer of  
the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce, which 
worked in conjunction 
with the Ontario 
Chamber of  Commerce 
to make a number of  
recommendations on what 
will work best for local 
business communities. She 
noted times spent waiting in 
traffic gridlock for deliveries 
and other problems have an 
economic hit in the tens of  
billions.

 “When we looked at 
some of  the other ones like 
a commercial parking levy 
or a high occupancy toll 
[for non-high occupancy 
drivers], to put a process in 
place to gather the tax would 
be horrendous. 

“In terms of  the non-
starters, we looked at 
property tax, payroll tax, 
vehicle kilometres travelled. 
Again, it was just too hard 
to implement. Putting on an 
employer payroll tax would 
impede employment when 
it is so important right now.”

Highway tolls and fuel 
tax, she told The Auroran, 
wouldn’t be a strain on local 
businesses and those rose to 
the top. 

“We don’t want to put 
another tax on the actual 
employer and if  the riders 
are going to use it, they’re 
going to have to pay as well,” 
she added.

Potential new taxes 
were also a hot button issue 
when Regional Council met 
Thursday in Newmarket.

Many around the table 

agreed it was time to take 
a harder position on the 
types of  “revenue tools” 
they would like to see 
implemented. Various 
opinions on the issue were 
put out there including 
concerns whether giving 
commuters the option to 
take underused HOV lanes 
for free would defeat their 
purpose and compound 
problems for commuters; 
making sure any financial 
burdens are shouldered 
by drivers and not transit 
users; re-opening laws 
pertaining to development 
charges so they can be used 
towards funding transit 
development due to growth; 
and from Georgina Mayor 
Rob Grossi, a 1 per cent 
province wide sales tax 
dedicated specifically for 
The Big Move. 

“We need to stop using 
the term ‘revenue tools’ and 
call it what it is – taxes,” 
said Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
at the meeting. “Let’s stop 
gilding the lily. We all know 
it is going to come from one 
place. I am happy to second 
Mayor Grossi’s motion for a 
province-wide sales tax. 

“The regions outside 
Hamilton and Toronto 
agree that we need to do 
something and we know 
it is going to benefit our 
residents as well as benefit 
their residents, but we can’t 
be stepping up to anything 
until Toronto and Hamilton 
say we are a part of  this 
as well, then we can truly 
say we all agree something 
needs to be done.”

Regional representation takes next step
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s bid to have one 
more voice at the Regional 
Council table took one step 
forward last week.

The late motion from 
Aurora Council to ask the 
Ministry of  Municipal 
Affairs and Housing 
to consider additional 
representation for Aurora 
was approved by Regional 
Council by 2/3 majority on 
Thursday and, as a result, 
will come up for a more 
detailed debate in June. 

The motion, made by 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
last week and brought 
forward a week early for 
debate by Councillors, 
followed similar motions 
made earlier this month 
by King Township, 
East Gwillimbury, and 
Whitchurch-Stouffville. 
Their concerns are 
identical and clear – one 
more voice in time for the 
2014 election. 

“As some of  you know, 
this has been on Regional 
Council for quite a while, 
for the better part of  the 
year,” he said. “King, 
East Gwillimbury and 
Whitchurch-Stouffville 
have all passed Council 
resolutions unanimously 
to ask the Region to 
approach the ministry 
to examine the situation 
in terms of  Regional 
representation.”

Council ultimately 
passed the resolution, 
sending it onto the Region, 
but it was not without 
some reservations from 
those at Town Hall. 

Councillor Paul Pirri, 
for instance, said he 
liked the motion but had 
his doubts such a move 
could be “realistically” 
implemented in time for 
2014.

“I am happy to support 
it, but it is much more 
likely something like this 
takes place for the 2018 
term of  Council,” he said.

Councillor Evelyn Buck 
also expressed some degree 
of  caution, stating the last 
time any municipalities in 
the Northern Six – Aurora, 
King, Whitchurch-
Stouffville, Newmarket, 
East Gwillimbury, and 
Georgina – went cap in 
hand to the province to 
ask for further Regional 
representation, the Region 
did get extra members, 
but only benefiting the 
southern tier of  the 
region.

“Since the Region 
was created, our 
representation has not 
changed,” she said. “On the 
other hand, the Regional 
Council has expanded 
substantially with all the 
extra members from the 
south end. As long as they 
keep getting more we’re 
at a greater disadvantage 
every time.”

If  Aurora and the 
other two municipalities 
have any shot of  another 
member, Councillor 
Michael Thompson argued 
it is beneficial to present a 
united front. 

“The best way of  
approaching it is to tackle 
it together [but as] we have 
seen with our requests 

with the Federal Election 
boundaries and Canada 
Post, the message doesn’t 
always get heard,” he said. 
“Hopefully we will have 
better luck next time.”

One York Region 
municipality which did 
have considerably better 
luck was the City of  
Vaughan. Regional Council 
voted to recommend to the 
Ministry of  Municipal 
Affairs and Housing, that 
they gain an extra seat at 
the Regional table.

“It’s about fair 
representation at 
Regional Council,” 
said Vaughan Mayor 
Maurizio Bevilacqua. 
“I think we have been 
underrepresented for a 
while and this issue will 
allow us to bring fairness 
to Council and the City of  
Vaughan.”

While Regional 
Council passed the 
motion unanimously, 
Georgina Mayor Rob 
Grossi ventured that this 
principle of  “fairness” 
should be extended to 
others. 

“If  the good mayor 
from Vaughan is talking 
about fairness then I am 
sure he would be willing 
to add an amendment that 
it would be conditional on 
elected representatives 
be added to the other 
four municipalities 
that only have one,” he 
said. “Fairness means 
that Aurora, East 
Gwillimbury, King and 
Whitchurch-Stouffville 
should have an additional 
member.

Leaders don’t see tax hike as a transit solution
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See  
you  
at

camp!

It’s always fun at Northern Karate!

SUMMER 2013 
CAMP BLACK BELT 
REGISTRATION ONGOING 

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS 

905-726-8886
FUN-FITNESS-FRIENDSHIP 

MARTIAL ARTS AND LIFE SKILLS 

Aurora Shopping Centre (Staples & NoFrills Plaza) 
14800 Yonge Street, AURORA

summer camp
GYM -      60 to 90 mins 
                           of gymnastics twice per day

FUN -       other indoor activities & games 
                           in our fully air-conditioned facility

SWIM - campers swim 3x per week 
                           at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex

SUN -       daily visits to the playground 
                           across the street

FULL DAY 9 am to 5 pm 

HALF DAY AM or PM
                        options available

226 Industrial Parkway North    Unit 6   Aurora   Ontario  L4G 4C3  

905.726.2001 Like us on facebook

Thank You For  
Supporting  

The Auroran 
 Registration Guide  

Advertisers











 
 































Awaken the music in your Awaken the music in your Awaken the music in your 
child at child at child at Rock Band CampRock Band Camp  

An enriching and rewarding musical experience for your child. 
 
For more information visit www.rockbandcamp.ca, email 
info@rockbandcamp.ca, or call  Michael at 416-721-2430 

Want your kids to have an awesome summer? We’re offering three 
session at the Aurora Montessori School : July 8th-19th, July 22nd-
Aug 2nd & Aug 6th-16th . For kids ages 6-12. Led by experienced 
instructors. No musical experience necessary.  

 Auditions
One of York Regions most successful 

dance teams is looking for new members.

D
AN

C
E 

TE
AM

With over 40 years of experience in dance 

education we can take your dance training to a higher 

level. Our faculty has a strong background in the dance 

industry and many still currently perform with 

professional dance companies. 

Still accepting registration 
for our popular Summer Camps 

& Evening Classes!

Members of the York Dance Performance Team 

participate in multiple performances throughout the 

year including the Strawberry Festival, Ballantrae Fall 

& Winter Fairs, corporate events, weddings, local dance 

competitions and the Nutcracker at the Newmarket 

Theatre in December. 

TO REGISTER 
or obtain more information call 

905-726-1241
or check the website at 

www.yorkdance.com

Aurora: 905-726-1241 |  Newmarket: 905-836-4939  |  Stouffville: 905-640 6082

June
16th

KidsF
o

r
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11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555

RichmondHillSubaru.com

NewRoads EAR 5  10/19/12  3:28 PM  Page 2

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

NewRoads EAR 5  10/19/12  3:27 PM  Page 1

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

NewRoads Basebar Auro 2  10/12/12  5:00 PM  Page 2

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2013/2014 REGISTRATION 

$530.00  Players born 1993 through 2007*
$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2013
$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2013
$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*First time registrants in Tyke born 2006/2007 must register in person 
& provide a copy of a birth certificate and proof of residency. It is 
recommended that 2007 players have either taken skating lessons or completed 
one year of Opti Hockey. 

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.

Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

The payment schedule is posted on the website.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to 
September 1, 2013.

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for 
AAA or any AMHA rep team. AMHA tryouts begin May 1, 2013.

Tryout Passports must be purchased prior to rep tryouts and can be purchased 
during the in-house registration dates. Please refer to our website 

www.auroraminorhockey.net  for Rep tryouts policies and schedule.

May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 (6 – 9 pm)
May 4, 11, 18, 25 (10 am – 1:00 pm)
AMHA Office at ACC1

In-House Registration dates: 

On-Line Registration begins: April 1, 2013* 

REGISTRATION fees for the 2013/2014 season are: 

REGISTER NOW!

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players

registered on or before June 30, 2013.
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants.

Aurora MinorHockey Association

Southlake Run results have 
everyone “over the moon”

By Jeff Doner

After weeks of  
fundraising and 
canvassing, the final 
numbers are in for the 
Nature’s Emporium Run 
or Walk for Southlake and 
they have everyone over 
the moon.

In total, $226,000 
was raised for priority 
healthcare needs at 
Southlake Regional 
Health Centre, which was 
nearly 10 per cent higher 
than the original goal of  
$206,000.

“To know that our 
community rallies around 
such an important cause 
is truly inspiring,” said 
Nature’s Emporium Run 
or Walk for Southlake 
Chair, Steve Hinder. 
“Supporting quality 
healthcare close to home 
is a cause that everyone 
can relate to.”

The walk/run took 
place a few weeks ago, but 
fundraising continued 
until May 15.

Spearheading the 
town of  Aurora’s 
fundraising efforts were 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
and Councillor Sandra 
Humfreys, who helped 
raise $9,735 for Southlake.

Of  the “northern six” 
municipalities of  Aurora, 
King, Newmarket, 
Whitchurch-Stouffville, 
East Gwillimbury and 
Georgina, Aurora’s total 
won them Mayor’s Cup for 
this year. This is a friendly 
competition between the 

six municipalities, in 
which the top fundraising 
municipality wins the 
cup. Last year King Mayor 
Steve Pellegrini won the 
distinction.

“It’s just terrific. We 
have great relationships 
between “the northern 
six” [municipalities], but 
that’s not to say there isn’t 
just a wee bit of  rivalry,” 
said Mayor Dawe with a 
laugh. “So it’s just fun, 
but I think obviously the 
more important part was 
putting the challenge out 
there to the municipalities 
to get a few more bucks in 
the door.”

Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes was also 
thrilled that the Town of  
Aurora was able to raise 
so much for a good cause.

“We’re so excited. The 
majority was raised by 
Mayor Dawe; he got out 
there the last two weeks 
and said we’ve got to work 
hard at this. Everyone 
did. And it’s all for such a 
great cause – for our local 
hospital,” she said.

“To host the event here 
this year was an honour 
itself  and then to be the 
winners is just a great 
feeling. And I can’t wait 
to get the cup into Town 
Hall,” she said with a 
laugh.

Even though this year’s 
fundraising has come 
to a close, Councillor 
Humfryes is already 
looking ahead to next year, 
adding that she hopes the 
event will continue to 

grow each year.
“I believe the funds 

raised are over $225,000, 
which was over the goal 
for this year, and was 24% 
more than we raised last 
year,” she said.

“Our target is to get to 
5,000 walkers and maybe 
even bigger than that in 
the next few years, so 
we’re really working hard 
to get more participation 
out there for a great 
cause.”

With roughly 1,500 
participants this year and 
2,343 donations on total, 
Mayor Dawe added that 
the event is important in 
many different ways.

“It’s just a great 
community event that 
brings people together. 
It’s fun to have all those 
people come out to 
support the hospital, we 
all use it,” he said.

“It’s extremely 
important. Before I got 
in this business I didn’t 
really understand the 
funding formulas and a 
substantial component 
of  the funding model 
for hospitals is local 
engagement. If  you want 
to put equipment and 
things like that in the 
hospital, you’re on your 
own, which is why the 
Southlake Foundation 
has really engaged in 
fundraising for all sorts 
of  equipment. People 
should really understand 
that the money is going 
to a service that really 
benefits us all.”

Aurora Sport Hall of Fame approves official logo 
As May 1 kicked off  the nomination 

processes for the Inaugural Aurora 
Sport Hall of  Fame Inductions, the 
Aurora Sport Hall of  Fame (ASHoF) 
also unveiled their new logo.

Designed by local graphic 
designer and Auroran, 
John Stephenson with 
collaboration by Peter 
Billings, the logo was 
presented to the ASHoF 
Board for approval and the 
Board was unanimous in their 
support of  the design.

“This logo is the result of  a number 
of  meetings with the designers, where 
many different concepts were discussed 
and presented,” stated Ron Weese, 

ASHoF Chair. “Our Board felt this 
design was simple and elegant and not 
only celebrates our proud sport history 
but also connected that history with the 

excellence we see developing every day 
in our Community,” he added. 

“We think it will be recognized 
in our community and will 
come to represent excellence 
and the celebration of  sport.”

Mr. Stephenson explained 
the logo concept as inspired by 

the Greek sculpture, The Winged 
Victory of  Samothrace, “with 

spreading wings, reaching upwards 
around a human figure, denoting the 
true meaning of  sport and competition,” 

Runners and walkers geared up to take part in the Nature’s Emporium Run/Walk 
for Southlake on Saturday, April 27. Through the fundraising efforts of municipal-
ities across the Region, hundreds of thousands of dollars were raised for the local 
hospital, with Aurora finally capturing the Municipal Cup after previous losses to 
Newmarket and, most recently, King.

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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Rec Cycle N’ Sports!
Celebrating our 21st Anniversary in Aurora

15483 Yonge St. Aurora, across from Howard Johnson Hotel 
Main Location:

up to

905-841-5757  •  www.recsports.ca

25% OFF
BIKE CLEARANCE

BICYCLE TUNE-UPS – ONLY $59.99 + parts & tax

DON’T FORGET 
TO RIDE YOUR BIKE

 TO WORK!
Wednesday, May 29

THE 
AURORAN’S

NHL
HOCKEY

POOL
UNOFFICIAL FINAL RESULTS

1. Chloe D’Orazlo   92.00
2. Allison C Trask   90.00
 Denise Hogben   90.00
4. Jackson Redmond   89.00
 John Kohler    89.00
 Miguel Gómez-arboccó 89.00
 Sandi Jenkinson   89.00

8. Olga Simmons   88.00
9. Sandy Munro    88.00
10. Alberto Sayde   87.00
11. Bonnie Catania   87.00
12. Luba Nickerson   87.00
13. Chris Catania    86.00
14. Doug Simmons   86.00

15. Mitch Marietta   86.00
16. Paul Baddeley   86.00
17. Cameron Buchanan   85.00
18. Debra D’Orazio   85.00
19. Marcus Evangelista   84.00
20. Miss C Buttisieg   84.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!

Special Olympics doubles 
fundraising after huge response

By Brock Weir

L o c a l  S p e c i a l 
O l y m p i a n s ,  p u b l i c 
e m p l o y e e s ,  a n d 
politicians teamed up 
Thursday to paint York 
Region red in celebration 
of  the upcoming Special 
O l y m p i c s  S u m m e r 
Games, which hits York 
Region in July.

The event, organized 
by York Regional Police, 
will bring together 
hundreds of  Special 
Olympics athletes, their 
families, and countless 
people to cheer them on 
in locations spanning 
all nine York Region 
Municipalities. 

Aurora, for instance, 
at St. Andrew’s College, 
will be the Games’ soccer 
venue, while a portion of  
the athletes set up camp 
in their dorms for the 
duration of  the period.

The Region initially 
set up a fundraising goal 
of  $500,000 supporting 
the games through 
the sponsorship of  
individual Ontario 
athletes, and the sale 
of  red shoelaces which 
were worn by athletes, 
politicians, police and 
first responders, and 
all York Region Transit 
drivers on Thursday. 
This fundraising, 
however, has exceeded 
their expectations and 
they have now upped 
the ante – making it 
a true Daily Double 
of  fundraising to  
$1 million.

Olympians descended 
on the York Regional 
Headquarters in 

Newmarket for a 
celebratory barbeque to 
raise even more money 
to support the athletes, 
meet local dignitaries, 
and lay some of  the 
groundwork for the 
upcoming games. 

“We’re going to 
have over 900 athletes, 
coaches, and loved ones 
of  our athletes across 
Ontario to York Region,” 
said York Regional Chair 
Bill Fisch. “I am very 
proud to say we have 
these games, we fought 
for these games, and 
we’re so pleased to have 
all of  you be in your 
hometowns to do that.”

York Regional Police 
Chief  Eric Joliffe spoke 
of  his pride not just 
for the athletes but the 
various people in his 
department, including 
Games Coordinator 
Karen Richards, that 
have gone beyond the 
call of  duty, particularly 
this early in the game, in 
ensuring the success of  
July’s celebrations, and 
their proud history of  
supporting the games, 
which goes back over 
25 years. In this time, 
including 2013, the York 
Regional Police is the 
only police service to 
host the games twice.

“It is through the 
entire team’s dedication 
that athletes will have an 
unbelievable experience 
in July,” he said. 

Athletes also had 
the chance to meet Dr. 
Frank Hayden, founder 
of  Special Olympics 
Canada. In his remarks to 
the Olympians and their 

families, he highlighted 
the history of  the games, 
which had its humble 
beginnings in a study he 
undertook researching 
activities and movement 
for children with 
intellectual disabilities 
in the 1960s. 

At that time, that 
was a particular area 
where little had been 
written and he said it 
quickly became clear 
how “unfit” the children 
were. The writings of  
he and his team took 
off, proving there was a 
market and an influence 
to do something about 
it, and his work caught 
the attention of  the 
U.S.-based Kennedy 
Foundation including 
Eunice Kennedy and 
her husband Sargent 
Shriver. 

Dr. Hayden spoke of  its 
early roots in organizing 
a precursor to the 
games as a Centennial 
Celebration and the 
Shrivers encouraged 
him to come down and 
get the ball rolling for a 
similar initiative south 
of  the border. Although 
reluctant at first, the 
persistence of  “Sarge” 
paid off  and the rest is 
history, spanning the 
globe, including the 
recent World Winter 
Games in South Korea 
where York Region 
athletes fared so well. 

This is a testament, 
said Dr. Hayden, to 
the universality of  the 
games in breaking down 
barriers of  race, culture, 
and religion. 

(Left) York Region Special Olympics 
athletes celebrated Painting the Town 
Red at York Regional Headquarters on 

Thursday afternoon. (Right) Stephen 
Petruccelli and Brent Hoey compared 
red shoelaces, sported by all Olympians, 

local politicians, police, fire, and EMS 
responders, and transit drivers on the 
day. (Centre) York Regional employees, 
such as Andy Lee, had no shortage of 
fun and creative ways to sport their red 
laces.         Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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Linda Stephens, Sales Representative  •  Main Street Realty Ltd., 150 Main Street S., Newmarket
Office: 905-853-5550  •  Call/Text Direct: 289-221-5999  •  www.mainstreetrealtyltd.com

•  FREE Home Market Evaluation!
•   Flexible Commission Packages!*
•   FREE Home Staging Consultation!*
•  $500.00 'Cash Back' to closing costs!*
if listed prior to June 30th *Some Conditions Apply. Inquire.
Not intended to solicit individuals under contract

"Call me first when selling/buying your home!”

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Steralization Units

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

SATURdAy JUNE 1st - 8:00 pm
JoHN GEORGE RINGOpaul

TheaTre aUrOra
  905-727-3669  
   www.Theatreaurora.com

REVISITED

TickeTs 
Only
$30

Disappearing acts and a good dose of humour 
offered by Aurora filmmakers

By Brock Weir

Disappearing acts 
abounded at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre Thursday 
as local filmmakers 
showcased their works 
in the Multimedia Film 
Festival of  York Region. 

There were the comic 
disappearances of  the most 
popular girl and hamster 
in school, in “A Guessing 
Game” by Aurora’s Josh 
Conley and in “The 
Professional” respectively; 
disappearing from one 
world into an idyllic dream 
in “Kazu and Azul” brought 
by Aurora producer Alex 
Broughton; disappearing 
from the connected and co-
dependent technological 
world we live in and 
reconnecting with nature 
in “A World Out There” 
directed by Aurora’s E. 
Bozhori; and retreating 
from worlds of  bullying and 
social stigma in “Type Away 
My Pain” and “Reversible.”

While these films 
provided food for thought 
for the small but dedicated 
film-going crowd that filed 
into Brevik Hall last week, 
it was not simply a sea 
of  deep thought. Laughs 
were provided in “Piece 
of  Cake”, a film producers 
described as an “I Love 
Lucy-inspired take” on TV 
cookery, a scent-free whiff  

of  “teen spirit” in “Youth”, 
an epic chess battle 
royale in “Checkmate” by 
Aurora’s L. VanderPloeg, 
and in the tender love story 
“Samantha” which turns 
into something completely 
different by the time the 
credits roll.

Whether filmmakers 
set out to entertain, or 
find a voice, there was 
something for everyone. 
For Festival coordinator 
Mona El Baroudi, whether 
people are looking to be 
entertained, moved – or 
both – the reception to this 
year’s crop of  filmmakers 
by the public has been very 
encouraging. 

“I think people have 
been really astounded by 
the production quality, but I 
think it is the stories that are 
really something different 
and make the screening,” 
she says. “When you find 
what the [film] adjudicators 
see in a theme which is just 
a little bit different and 
unexpected, we find the 
audience responds in very 
much the same way.”

The wide scope of  
filmmaking beyond the 
confines of  Toronto is 
also something she says 
resonates with the people 
who come to the screening, 
raising questions about the 
filmmakers in their own 
back yard. 

The York Region 
Multimedia Film Festival 
was originally founded to 
give youth a voice and an 
outlet for their creativity. 
In the common themes 
exhibited at Thursday’s 
screening, such as bullying, 

“When we’re getting to 
our youngest filmmakers, 
you’re looking at what’s 
important to you in your 
life,” she says. “We’re 
asking people to speak from 
their hearts because the 
more personal something 
is, the more universal it is. 
The films that have really 
touched people is where we 
have gotten our filmmakers 
of  all ages to be courageous 
and daring in telling a story 
that means something 
personal for them.”

Attending last week’s 
screening were Mr. 
Broughton and Mr. Conley. 
Mr. Conley’s offering 
covered the disappearance 
of  the most popular girl 
in school, a story brought 
to life with humour and 
cinematic inspiration 
by him and his fellow St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic 
High School students. Mr. 
Broughton’s efforts were 
a visual-effects heavy 
concoction of  stop motion 
animation and live actors 
green screened into the 
action. The result was a 
dreamlike experience as 

a fisherman heads out 
to encounter his own 
mermaid. 

While the two 
filmmakers took vastly 
different approaches to 
their work, creativity won 
the day and they came to a 
meeting of  the minds. 

“Those guys obviously 
have some pretty good 
talent with the writing and 
pacing,” said Mr. Broughton 
of  his fellow Aurorans. “I 
am writing a sitcom right 
now so I am taking classes 
on acting, writing, and 
producing so I would love 
to work with those guys on 
doing a comedy.

“I think they would 

Music Fest organizers begin talent search
By Brock Weir

The hunt is on for local 
talent for the Celebrate 
Aurora Music Festival.

As The Auroran 
reported last week, 
organizers of  the festival, 
slated for Town Park 
for July 27 – 28, are 
collaborating on the 
event, bringing together 
established performers 
and fresh local talent. A 
collaboration between 
Habachat, a local social 
media company, and 
Canadian Idol judge 
Farley Flex and his 
R.E.A.L. Corp, they aim 
to showcase over 20 local 
band and musical acts – 
and any band, musician, 
or entertainer from 
Aurora and York Region 
will be given a fair shake 
at auditioning.

Submissions and 
applications are now 
being accepted through 
June 7 at www.habachat.
com/entertainment. 

Younger Aurorans 
will also have a chance 
to showcase their moves 
with So You Think Aurora 
Can Dance? hosted by So 
You Think You Can Dance 
Canada finalist Miles 
Faber, as well as “Aurora’s 
Got the Voice” with Farley 
Flex. These competitions 
will be two-tiered, with 
one for the 14-18-year-olds 
and a category for singers 
and dancers 13 and under. 

If  you think you have 
what it takes, applications 
for the competitions 
are also being accepted 
through www.habachat.
com/talentcompetitions. 
All you need to do is fill 
out your application 

and submit a link to a 30 
second dance video or one 
song verse by June 7.

“You would be 
amazed at the level of  
talent that is hidden 
within communities like 
Aurora,” said Mr. Flex 
in a statement. “We have 
already identified some 
amazing local talent that 
will be featured and are 
looking for more hidden 
gems.”

Other attractions 
slated for the festival 
include food and drink 
provided by Aurora 
restaurants and a chance 
for attendees to try to 
break the record for the 
world’s largest Harlem 
Shake on the Saturday at 
4.30 p.m.

R.E.A.L. Corp. stands 
for Reality, Education 
& Applied Life skills, a 

concept developed by Mr. 
Flex to give youngsters 
with artistic aspirations 
well-rounded exposure 
not just to the arts and 
entertainment industries, 
but also providing 
leadership skills and a 
taste of  all the various 
facets of  the business so 
people can find their true 
career paths.

Mr. Flex initially 
submitted a proposal 
for a music festival for 
Machell Park for the last 
weekend in July at the 
same time Tim Newnham 
and Debbie McGrath 
of  Habachat proposed 
a similar music and 
cultural festival for the 
same weekend at Town 
Park. The two groups have 
put their unique skill sets 
together for one big bash 
at Town Park. 

really kick ass at writing 
comedies.”

Both men and their films 
will be vying for awards at 
May 29’s Closing Night Gala 
and Awards Ceremony. The 
event will take place at 

Newmarket Theatre – doors 
open 5.30 p.m. – and tickets 
are available for $35 for 
adults and $25 for seniors 
and students from 905-953-
5122 or by visiting www.
yorkregionfilmfestival.com.

Aurora filmmaking talent was well represented at the local screening of the York 
Region Multimedia Film Festival  at the Aurora Cultural Centre Thursday by Tomas 
Slapsys, Alex Broughton, and Josh Conley. Conley and Slapsys’ “A Guessing Game” 
and Broughton’s “Kazu and Azul” are up for top honours at the Festival’s closing 
night gala next Wednesday.                                               Auroran photo by David Falconer
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represent a Town with 
so many incredible 
students.”

When asked some of  
her influences in being 
proactive within her 
school community, Megan 
says it just happens when 
she finds something she’s 
passionate about. Not 
really getting a sense 
there were all the artistic 
opportunities there could 
be within her school 
environment, she set out 
to do something about 
that. 

“I thought, ‘You 
know what? There’s no 
reason why I can’t start 
something new,’” she says 
of  her first inspiration. 
“The teachers at my 
school are incredibly 
supportive and they 
backed me up through 
the whole thing. Getting 
something started was 
a big challenge but once 
you get support from your 
peers just seeing their 
enthusiasm is what kept 

me motivated and seeing 
everybody get excited.”

Since then, she 
says there has been an 
“incredible” response 
from her fellow students. 
With a healthy turnout 
in their first year, they 
spearheaded gallery 
events within their 
school, as well as at the 
Aurora Public Library, 
celebratory evenings 
at the school bringing 
together music and visual 
arts programs, and it has 
gained momentum.

Now as she prepares to 
leave the legacy behind, 
she is talking to younger 
group members to see 
who wants to step up to 
a leadership role. The 
candidates will be elected 
by their peers, but she 
says if  the need every 
arises, she’s only a phone 
call away. A long-distance 
call.

Upon graduation, she 
is tackling Advertising 
and Marketing 
Communications at New 

York’s Fashion Institute 
of  Technology, a dream 
she has harboured since 
Grade 6.

“The first thing I did 
was jump around my 
mailbox when I had my 
acceptance letter and I 
was just on top of  the 
world. I think the most 
exciting part was to share 
the news with the people 
who have been there with 
me on the whole journey – 
my teachers, my parents, 
my friends. They have 
been there through all 
of  the struggles and all 
of  the hardships and it 
has meant a lot to me. II 
think that was the most 
enjoyable part of  it.”

Her first goal? Meeting 
fellow Canadian Joe Zee, 
managing editor of  Elle 
Magazine.

“He’s from Toronto 
and that’s how I found out 
about the school in grade 
6,” she says. “I want to go 
up to him, shake his hand, 
tell him my story and say, 
‘I want to be you!’”

Jana will live out her dream in New York City

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

My last column spoke 
of  the need for politicians 
to be a force for positive 
change – and specifically 
commending Aurora’s 
Council for its recent 
stance on a painful chapter 
in Aurora’s history and 
offering a sincere apology to 
those affected.  

It was, and is, a positive 
and welcome decision by the 
majority of  Council.  Again, 
it is truly unfortunate that 
not all Councillors could 
see the value – or the need? 
- in apologizing to the three 
families victimized by the 
fruitless, futile lawsuit.  
However, it is heartening 
to know that the majority 
wanted to do their part 
in affording all of  us the 
opportunity to move 
forward.

We saw a similar 
stance this week from 
Premier Wynne who 
apologized unequivocally 
for the Ontario Liberal 
government’s cancellation 
of  the gas plants during the 
recent hard fought election. 

Despite claims to 
the contrary, there’s no 
question that the decision to 
cancel the wildly unpopular 
gas plants was an entirely 
political one given that they 
were sited to be located 
in two ridings that were 
up in the air, so to speak 
electorally.  (By the way, why 
they were sited there in the 
first place is a matter that 
should also be examined. It 
isn’t mere nimbyism on the 
part of  the residents.  The 
locations were not ideal).   

Premier Wynne stated 
that she took “personal 
responsibility” for the 
significant costs borne by 
the taxpayers of  Ontario. 
Personal responsibility. 
How extraordinary.

She is being both lauded 
and lambasted for the 
apology – a not unexpected 
outcome.  Comments from 
those in the house were 
along the lines of  “hollow 
apology” and that it was all 
“…too late”.  The chattering 
classes feel that an apology 
is not enough, while others 
question why an apology 
was offered by the Premier 
at all – given that it wasn’t 
her government or her 
choice to cancel the plants.

Leaving aside the 
other parties’ calls for 
investigations, inquiries 
and a visit perhaps by 
Torquemada, I will say that 
in my personal opinion 

A force  
for change

there does need to be some 
kind of  formal review of  the 
manner in which the plants 
were cancelled and the 
method by which the costs 
of  the cancellations were 
calculated and disclosed 
and the disparity between 
figures provided before and 
after the election.  

Quite frankly, a jump 
from 40 million to 310 
million in costs to the 
taxpayers of  Ontario 
deserves more than a mere 
mea culpa and “let’s move 
on now.” You can’t preach 
openness, accountability 
and transparency and then 
fail to address a quarter 
billion dollar “oopsie…”

But an imminent 
i n q u i s i t i o n 
notwithstanding, focusing 
on the apology itself, I 
think it was extraordinary.  
The naysayers and 
righteously indignant are 
missing the point entirely 
by characterizing it as a 
cravenly political act.  

Call me naïve (and one 
reader stated as much after 
last week’s column) but 
I think the apology was 
genuine. She recognizes 
that as Captain of  the ship, 
she is responsible for all 
decisions made regardless 
of  whether she made them 
herself  or not. To quote 
Premier Wynne (via the 
Globe and Mail), she said, 
she felt that residents 
wanted a “personal 
apology” “...if  there’s a 
possibility for (residents) to 
have a trusting relationship 
with politicians” an apology 
was necessary.

Trust in our politicians 
is hard to come by these 
days, as I stated last week. 
In just the last three days 
alone we’ve had reports of  
a $90,000 “gift” to a Senator 
from a senior staffer in the 
PMO to pay back funds 
owed to taxpayers, bizarre 
allegations of  a crack 

smoking Mayor, and a very, 
very late recollection of  
a potential bribe offered 
to the now leader of  the 
Opposition.

I am sure we will have 
the requisite statements 
of  regret from the parties 
concerned for the errors 
of  their ways. But to 
paraphrase Premier 
Wynne, regret affords one 
a certain distance from 
taking responsibility.  It’s 
a qualified apology.  It’s 
a non-apology apology. 
Which makes the Premier’s 
statement all the more 
extraordinary – it is 
recognition that when a 
mistake has been made 
(especially a rather colossal 
one) nothing short of  an 
apology will do.  

Something our Aurora 
Council has similarly 
recognized.

Happy long weekend 
everyone.  I hope you had a 
relaxing unofficial start to 
your summer.

That’s all for this week.  
Until next week, stay 
informed, stay involved, 
because this is, after all, Our 
Town
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

Students plan road hockey game to remember
By Jeff Doner

Local high school 
students Ben Hankins and 
Liam Devlin are looking 
to raise some funds and 
awareness for Alzheimer’s 
and need your help.

As part of  their Grade 12 
Sports Management class 
at Aurora High School, Ben 
and Liam are responsible 
for planning and putting 
together an event, a road 
hockey game, on their own.

“At first we were having 
trouble picking a charity, 
but then we looked at a lot 
of  charities and narrowed it 
down, we talked about how 
big of  a problem Alzheimer’s 
and dementia is and it’s not 
something you see and hear 
about all the time,” said 
Liam. “It would be nice to try 
and help someone who isn’t 
getting as much exposure 
and help them get some 
money and just try and help 
out.”

The event is set to take 
place on Saturday, June 
1 from 12 to 5 p.m. at a 
location in Aurora still to 
be determined. Anyone can 
sign up to participate for $10 
per person.

“We’re looking for eight to 
nine teams consisting of  six 
to eight people and then we’re 
going to play a lot of  games 
and most likely run it from 12 
to 5 p.m., depending on how 
long it takes,” said Ben. “If  
people want to join as a team 
already, that’s great.”

Ben and Liam have 
also put out a call to those 
interested to bring some 
hockey sticks, goalie 
equipment and nets if  
available.

With so much planning, 
time and work going into 
the project, both admitted 
to being excited to see it all 
starting to come together.

“Right when Mr. Lau 
mentioned that there would 
be a project like this that 
we would be working on 
all semester, Ben and I 
instantly came together and 
wanted to actually make 
some real money and make 
a difference,” Liam said. “It 
has actually been a lot of  
fun. We got in contact with 
the Alzheimer’s Society 
right away and we thought 
instantly a road hockey game 
would be perfect, because 
it’s not just a way to make 
money, but it’s also perfect 
to get people out and have a 
good time.”

Added Ben: “We were 
given the project in the 
middle of  March and to 
see it finally unfold is great 
because we have been 
waiting to run this event for 
months and now that it is 
only two weeks away we are 
more excited than ever, for 
both the event and to help the 
Alzheimer Society of  York 
Region.”

The 18 year olds, who are 
both leaving for university 
in the fall, are happy to close 
out their high school years 
planning an event for such a 
worthy cause.

 “I want to go to school 
for physical education so 
that I can be a gym teacher, 
but if  there’s ever anything 
like this for charities, I will 
definitely always participate 
and donate to it,” said Ben, 
who is heading to Nipissing 
in the fall. “Anything with 
sports I love to do and 

especially if  it’s for a charity 
and a good cause.”

Liam, who has chosen to 
study marketing at Guelph 
next year, is equally excited 
and said planning the 
event has been a valuable 
experience.

“I would have to say it’s 
really amazing to see just 
a few small ideas that we 
wanted to do for fun become 
something where tons of  
people and friends want to 

come out, raise money, and 
have a good time. Before, 
when I wasn’t in this class, 
I wouldn’t have thought I 
could contact a charity and 
put together something 
like this, but now it’s all 
happening and it looks like it 
is going to be a great day.”

For more information or to 
register for the event, contact 
Liam or Ben at liam9649@
hotmail.com or hankins_
ben@hotmail.com

Liam Devlin and Ben Hankins are students at Aurora 
High School.                Supplied photo
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Shoppers were able to take a step back in time Saturday morning in 
Shop, Walk & Talk: Memories of a Shopaholic (1863), a walking tour of 
some of Aurora’s historic businesses, with a splash of contemporary 
art thrown in for good measure. (Left) Artist Judy Sherman painted 
Aurora United Church outside of Table for 2 & More while (right) a 
musical interlude was provided by David Rankine and Bob Leonard, 
pictured here with tour organizer Katherine Belrose and William from 
Bonsai Hill Tea House.                               Auroran photos by David Falconer

Council to take another shot at securing historic collections 
By Brock Weir

Buyer’s remorse doesn’t 
typically come into play 
when people have delayed a 
bill of  sale, but Councillors 
will have a shot this week 
at reconsidering their delay 
of  acquiring the historic 
Aurora Collection for the 
Town.

R e c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
was brought forward 
by Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes last week. Passed 
by Council, this week will 
afford them another kick 
at the can in acquiring the 
large storehouse of  historic 
artefacts currently owned 
by the Aurora Historical 
Society (AHS). Earlier this 
year, Councillors voted to 
delay discussions about 
acquiring the museum 

pieces until the completion 
of  a Cultural Master Plan.

The Cultural Master 
Plan, which could be 
completed as early as this 
fall, but most likely no 
earlier than January, is due 
to put together strategies to 
chart how Aurora handles 
“culture” in the future, 
including the Aurora Public 
Library and the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, but also 
related bodies such as the 
Aurora Historical Society.

Having a clear 
understanding of  how 
everything fits together was 
important before taking such 
a costly step as acquiring the 
collection and paying for its 
upkeep, Councillors argued 
at the time, but Councillor 
Humfryes maintains that 
time is of  the essence.

“I was disappointed with 
the way things turned,” she 
said. “We provided staff  
direction to work with the 
AHS,  there was a framework 
delivered to us with a really 
great plan with timelines 
throughout the whole 
process, and everything was 
delivered as per committed 
by staff. Everything looked 
great and at the last minute 
some members of  Council 
decided it would be more 
appropriate to wait for the 
Cultural Master Plan to get 
a strategy that we would 
pursue moving forward with 
a museum. 

“A Cultural Master Plan 
is a very high level scope of  
work that provides a vision. 
It gathers information 
from the community, 
demographic changes, and 

it suggests where we want to 
see ourselves in the next year 
and in 20 years. It is critical, 
it has to happen, but getting 
down to the details of  putting 
a museum together, I don’t 
see any impact at all.”

Under the terms of  
the Town’s new Cultural 
Services Agreement 
between itself  and the 
Aurora Cultural Centre, the 
Town is due to get the Aurora 
Room at the Church Street 
landmark. Council recently 
approved a nearly $50,000 
plan to outfit the room 
with an exhibit to mark the 
Town’s 150th anniversary 
by July 1. This exhibit will 
have to be taken down by late 
fall to make way for one last 
Cultural Centre exhibition 
before the room formally 
becomes museum space on 

January 1, 2014.
Before Council made 

their decision to hold off  on 
acquiring the collection, they 
received a presentation from 
auditors hired to evaluate 
the value and condition of  
the collection. While they 
said they were impressed by 
the variety of  things in the 
collection and largely with 
how they were stored within 
the Cultural Centre, there 
were also several issues 
that needed to be addressed, 
particularly carpet beetle 
infestations in portions of  
the textile collections. 

“For me, it is about 
protection and moving it 
forward without any further 

delay,” said Councillor 
Humfryes of  the importance 
of  getting the collection, 
addressing the concerns, and 
making sure all ducks are in 
a row for the museum space 
in January. 

“I am honoured that 
Council is giving me the 
opportunity to plead my 
case and hopefully they will 
find it when they realise 
from a business perspective 
that if  you believe in having 
a museum and having 
artefacts back and cared for 
safely that you would know 
that a strategic cultural plan 
is not going to be the answer 
for a museum. We’re almost 
ahead from that perspective.”

A & F HairElite
Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3 el: 905-727-6212 ~Since 1970~

Josie is a Hair Stylist with 

A

4800 Yonge St. Aurora OOnt. L4G 1Ng

In the Aurora Shopping Centre 
Next to No Frills

Everyday styles 
at a�ordable prices

FREE, No obligation classroom trial offer.

Jerry Collins, owner/operator

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider
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“We’re all the same and it 
is really you folks who come 
together, work together, get 
to know each other, and bring 
your communities together,” 
he said. “That’s what made me 
what I am today – it is by you 
folks and not by me.”

Representing the athletes 
on stage with the dignitaries 
was Matt Nightswander, 
one of  the members of  the 
Newmarket Ringers floor 
hockey team which returned 
from South Korea with 
medals around their necks. 
He said after going across 

Ontario, Canada, and to 
the other side of  the world 
for the Special Olympics, 
he was looking forward to 
welcoming athletes from 
across Ontario to their home 
turf.

“When I was in school I 
didn’t have a lot of  friends, 

I was picked on a lot, and 
all I ever wanted was to 
fit in,” he said. “I found 
Special Olympics and it 
was a true blessing because 
Special Olympics is not only 
about sports, it is building 
confidence, friendship and 
learning new skills.

“Special Olympics taught 
me I could live my dream and 
I know it can create the same 
for others.”

For more in the Ontario 
Summer Games or to 
support athletes, visit www.
specialolympics2013games.
com.
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telephone manner a must.  Salary commensurate with 
experience. Email resumes to admin@lhlindrealty.
com, Attn: Office Manager.  Only those selected for an  
interview will be contacted.  Previous applicants need 
not apply.

 

Personal Support Worker

DESERVE
HELP
289-380-2754
kybartas50@hotmail.com

Certi�ed

ML   LANDSCAPE
• GRASS  CUTTING   •  GARDENS 

• EAVESTROUGH   •  WINDOW WASHING 
YARD CLEAN-UP

MIKE: 905-503-5342

AURORA 

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Saturday at 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300 ext. 102       Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

THE AURORAN

CAREER GARAGE SALE

ONE OF NORTH 
AMERICA’S LARG-
EST financial services 
companies is rapidly 
expanding in this area. 
If  you desire a dynam-
ic career with excellent  
income potential, call 
Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
4767.

50s, 60s, 70s FURNITURE for sale – matched French 
provincial love seats, chair, Queen Anne-style sofa, 
chairs, carved mirror with matching sconces, pine open 
dough box, Beattie wash stand, floral chaise lounge, 
matching end tables and vanity with marble tops, wo-
ven kitchen chairs with matching glass/teak table, ma-
ple Queen Anne-style sideboard in great condition with 
mahogany inlay, and pair of  golden woven tweed buck-
et chairs. Call 905-727-6497.

Simcoe-York Group of Newspapers is currently hiring for
the position of Editor at one of our local newspapers. 

The editor will be expected to:
• Produce several bylined new and feature stories each 

week
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted 

for publication
• Take photographs
• Show proficiency at using social media, Mac 

computers, and QuarkXPress, InDesign, Photoshop and 
other programs necessary for the publication of a 
weekly newspaper

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

Qualifications:
• Diploma in journalism preferred
• Candidates should have experience working on 

the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

The ideal candidate will have a distinct 
willingness to cover both community 
events, local politics, and be able 
to work in a team-oriented
yet self-motivated 
environment. 

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates should 
forward their cover 

letter and resume to
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com 

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

EDITOR

The Simcoe- York  Group of Newspapers  i s
look ing for an energetic reporter to cover
assignments in the community.

The successful applicant will have excellent writing
and photography skills, a valid driver’s licence and a
reliable vehicle, as well as a willingness to work
evenings and weekends as required. A diploma
in journalism would be an asset, as well as
proficiency in using social media, Mac
computers, QuarkXPress, Photoshop and
other programs required for the
production of a weekly newspaper.

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

REPORTER

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates should 
forward their cover 

letter and resume to
john@simcoeyorkprinting.com 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND OTHERS 
ALL PERSONS having claims against the estate of HILDA ALLEN, 
late of the Town of Aurora, in the Regional Municipality of York,  
deceased, who died on or about the 14th of December, 2012, must file 
proof of same with the undersigned on or before the 4th of June, 2013, 
at which time complete distribution will be made by the Executrix/
Estate Trustee having regard only to the claims so filed.

DATED AT PETERBOROUGH this 10th day of May, 2013. 

BARBARA EDWARDS 
Executrix and Estate Trustee 
c/o John J. Crook 
Barrister & Solicitor 
261 George Street North, Suite 205 
P.O.Box 1539 
Peterborough, Ontario 
K9J 7H7

PLEASANT OUTGOING PERSON required for P/T 
work. Saturdays a must. Aurora area 905-841-2832.

COUNTRY HOME RE-
LOCATION SALE Sat 
May 25th 8-3 15776 Leslie 
St. Including furniture, 
silver, lighting fixtures, 
designer clothes, jewelry, 
wooden fencing, perenni-
als, pool equipment.

AUCTION SALE
for Wellington Lakes Tree Farm

5928 2nd Concession, Tottenham
on Saturday, June 1, 2013 @ 10:00 a.m.

Approx. 1000 trees – Emerald Queen Maples; Royal Red 
Maples; Sugar Maples; Basswoods; Balsam Firs; White 
Pines; plus many more!
Directions: At Hwy. 9 & 10th Sideroad (also called Beeton 
Sideroad), go North to the 2nd Concession. Go East ap-
prox. 1 km. On North side. Watch for signs.

Viewing Friday from 10am to 5pm.
Terms: Cash, cheque, Visa, Mastercard. All verbal an-
nouncements shall take precedence over all written mate-
rials. Owners & auctioneers not responsible for any acci-
dents in connection with this sale.

Auctioneer: Donald W. Reinhart
www.reinhartauctions.com 905-846-1071

TIME SENSITIVE
MATERIAL

PLEASE RETURN
PROOFED 

WITHIN AN HOUR 
OF  RECEIPT,
THANK YOU

905-729-2287
FAX: 905-729-2541

kvweekly@bellnet.ca

  Proofed and
  approved by 
  
  Date:  
  Date of insertion: 
  Sales Rep.: 

  NTT q    KWS q    IS q 
       CC q  OC q   SFPq  VWq    

612 Auctions
2x47

33 3

3333

Over the past 35 years Aurora Overhead Door has  
established a solid reputation as the leading supplier  

of  garage doors and accessories in York Region. 
We are currently expanding and require an additional 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE. 
The successful candidate should be a self-motivated,  

team player, with mechanical aptitude and have a  
related background in door or construction sales. 

We offer an excellent remuneration and benefit package. 
Please call Ian at 905-727-1382

for further information. 
All applications will be treated with strictest confidence

All nine York Region municipalities will host Summer Games

FOR SALE

Advertise in 
The Auroran 
Classifieds 

905-727-3300
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Tree Services

Call Tony for a free estimate:

Schomberg Community
Servicing the surrounding areas:

Call Tony for a free estimate:  (647) 889-2852 or (905) 939-7278

• from one branch to entire tree
• complete removal  • stump grinding • Best Rates
• multiple tree removal • high risk
• diseased trees • storm damaged tree removal

Simply the best!
Will beat any 

written quotation.
FULLY INSURED – CONSUMERS’ FIRST CHOICE

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

CREMATION

CONTRACTER

CLEANERS

CARWASH/WINDOW TINT

AUTO GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO DENTAL

ECO-FRIENDLY LAWN CARE

MOVING

MEMORIAL

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

POWERWASH PAINTER

TREE CARE

PHARMACY
GLASS

STONE

WATER

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

• Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
• Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
• Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

BE THERE 
WHEN YOUR  

SERVICES ARE 
NEEDED. 

ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPOT.

CALL: 905-727-3300

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

49$From *
NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK
INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

905-713-6420 • 15296 Yonge St. 
(NW side of Wellington)

RUST PROTECTION
79$ *99

www.transitauto.ca

• Call for details

• Call for details• Call for details

130 Hollidge Blvd., Suite B4, 
Aurora, Ontario

Hollidge Medical Centre 
Next door in Unit B6

905-841-5554
Compounding of 
Bio-Identical Hormone

IDA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

905-750-0008 Under New Management

Lowest Dispensing Fee In Town

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid  for your next airport or 
downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00. 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com    Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

THIS COULD BE 
YOUR SPOT 

Advertise Your 
Business Here
905-727-3300

Tel: 905 503 2040 • UNIT # 2 136 WELLINGTON ST. E. AURORA

WWW.LOKIAUTOCOSMETICS.COM

     WINDOWS TINTAUTO DETAILING

• Basement • Bathroom • Kitchen

RENOVATION COMPANYLocal 
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE “Wide range of 

interior renovation”

Call Elio 416-882-7403
• Flooring • Doors & Trim • Additions

905-888-9500 
auroralandscape@gmail.com

Design•Patios•Decks•Cabanas

Your trusted source for custom glass 
showers, glass table tops and mirrors 

for over 50 years!

UPPER CANADA GLASS

905-773-5203 • shop@uppercanadaglass.ca
13110 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, Ontario

SHOWROOM • 16650 Jane Street-King City

Granite • Quartz • Marble

For FREE no obligation quote, email rough sketch to: info@diamondperfectstone.com

905-503-2222
www.dpscountertops.com KEEP THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE UNDERMOUNT SINK

FIREPLACES • TABLES
THRESHOLDS • SHOWER JAMS

We Fabricate and Install

COUNTERTOPS

oec.
grounds care

Emission Free Lawn Care

ecogroundscare.com

100% Battery powered equipment

1-855-326-4763
locally owned franchise

1-855-ECO-GRND

JOHN MALL PAINTING
Custom Painting From $2.50 per sq. ft.

Licenced & Insured 

Please call John 647-772-6026

Hundredss of satisfied customers 
2-year guarantee - FREE ESTIMATES 

ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

As this was the long 
weekend and the first real 
opportunity to do a proper 
yard clean up, I thought 
I’d write about something 
that’s an important part 
of  home maintenance but 
that is not really a strong 
suit of  mine: lawn care.  

I have had a number of  
readers ask recently about 
lawn care and given that 
we are now in the annual 
phase 1 water ban – how to 
keep the lawn looking full 
and green in Aurora.

Well, just like most 
things in life, success 
depends on preparation.  

The first tip I have to 
offer is a bit late, but keep it 

in mind for next year.  Get 
the right fertilizer to use in 
the fall, and use it liberally 
but not as liberally as the 
manufacturers promote.  
Put too much down and 
you’ll end up with a burnt 
lawn, not a prepped lawn.

Also, as fertilizer 
promotes rapid growth if  
you use it improperly - too 
much or too often - that 
can lead to more problems 
with your lawn and shrubs, 
such as disease and insects. 
A fall fertilizing is all that 
is needed. 

What you can do 
right now and have an 
immediate effect on the 
look of  your lawn is to 

resist the urge to mow 
it right down  to putting 
green height and instead 
start mowing your lawn at 
a higher setting such as 3.5 
inches to 4 inches. 

Tall grass shades out 
weeds, keeps soil cooler 
and moist longer and it 
also promotes deeper root 
penetration.

The biggest issue most 
have is watering – too 
much, not too little!  Unless 
it’s newly laid sod or 
shrubs, a healthy lawn only 
needs to be watered once or 
twice a week at the most for 
one hour a time!  Honestly, 
that’s all that’s needed.  
Watering it every day just 

isn’t necessary.
Another trick I use in 

keeping the lawn looking 
nice and green (and 
yes, it is a “sustainable 
landscaping” trick that my 
other half  suggested) is to 
use clover seed. 

Clover grows quickly 
and easily.  Once grown, 
it can be cut like grass.  It 
makes the lawn look full, 
it stays green and doesn’t 
need much, if  any, water to 
grow.   

Even in the midst of  
a mid-summer phase II 
water ban, with a lawn 
full of  clover it will still 
look green while your 
neighbors’ all turn brown – 

and they turn “green” with 
envy!

These are a few quick 
tips for you to make your 
lawn look great.  

If  I missed something 
or someone with a green 
thumb has something to 
add let me know. I’m always 
happy to learn something 
new!

Until next week, 
remember a good job, is a 
job well done! Also, if  you 
have any questions you can 
reach me at www.facebook.
com/anastasisdesign or 
on twitter, @ADesign_
build and email, of  
course, at Anastasis@
anastasisdesign.ca.

Lawn Tips
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From page 14

From page 6

 

Presents 

 

“FRENCH IMPRESSIONS”

For Saturday concert call: York Symphony at (416) 410-0860
For Sunday concert call: Richmond Hill at: (905) 787-8811  OR ONLINE: www.rhcentre.ca

Tickets: Saturday: Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $12
             Sunday:  Adults $30, Seniors $25, Students  $15

 

Program:  
DEBUSSY – Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun

SAINT-SAENS  – Cello Concerto No.1, Guest Artist: Andrew Ascenzo, Cello

BIZET – L’Arlesienne Suite No.2

FRANCK – Symphony in D

Saturday, May 25 - 8 PM at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora...79 Victoria St.
Sunday,  May 26 - 7.30 PM at Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts. 10268 Yonge St.

COMING EVENTS

ON NOW

To submit your event, email details to letters@auroran.com with the subject line “Coming Events”

5500+sqft fi nished. Executive home with the benefi t of quiet country living just minutes from 
the city. Located on a quiet cul-de-sac and within 10 minutes to Barrie and 40 minutes to the 
GTA. Close to schools, parks, shopping and recreation facilities. This is a spectacular custom 
built family home with over 5500 sqft of quality construction. Featuring 6 bedrooms and 4 
bathrooms each with granite counter tops and ceramic fi nishes. Master bedroom features 
a private Juliet balcony and laundry chute. Walk-in showers, jet bath and 5 piece en-suite 
with jet bath tub. The kitchen has been recently upgraded with hardwood fl oors, granite and 
refaced cabinets. The main fl oor features, a bedroom/offi ce, full bath, den, sun room, laundry, 
family room, living room and separate dining. Double sided zero clearance wood fi replace 
with blower. Hardwood, ceramics and neutral Berber broadloom. The kids will enjoy the cus-
tom in wall fi sh tank. Grand open concept staircases, two story cathedral entrance and addi-
tional areas with sunken fl oors and soaring ceilings. Ample storage areas everywhere for the 
entire family. Upgraded with R20 insulation, Low E argon Vinyl clad windows and skylights. 
Walkout to the yard and wrap around deck from the basement. This majestic home is per-
fectly poised on a level 6.9 AC lot consisting of hardwood & spruce forest. Large wrap around 
decks, saltwater 4 ft above ground pool, hot tub, invisible pet fencing system & shed. Land-
scaped with stunning perennial gardens, fl agstone, armor stone, 21 zone in ground sprinklers 
and fi re pit. The garage is an over sized triple with inside entry to the house. Recent new hot 
water tank and oil tank both in 2013. A soft winding and fully paved driveway leads you into 
this stunning residence that has parking for a dozen vehicles, the boat or RV. This is a level 
and mature lot with South West exposure and all day sunshine. It’s an easy commute to loca-
tion neighboring areas including the GTA, Bradford, Newmarket, Aurora, Borden, Cookstown, 
Alliston & Barrie. You will never tire of the spectacular views from all angles, rooms and decks 
as you gaze onto your private and breathtaking park-like estate. Sure to please; we offer 
18 Highland Drive, Utopia.

Offi ce/Pager: 705.728.4067
Suzanne: 705.715.1032
suzannepicard@royallepage.ca

202-299 Lakeshore Dr. Barrie, ON L4N 7S4

SUZANNE PICARD
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

First Contact Realty, BROKERAGE
Independently Owned and Operated

as you gaze onto your private and breathtaking park-like estate. Sure to please; we offer 

SUZANNE PICARD
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

$749,000

6.9AC LOT

18 HIGHLAND DRIVE, UTOPIA

he said. 
“The Aurora Town 

colours of  green and blue 
are seen in the wings 
plus gold to represent 
the highest perceived 
value. The classic type 
style is to provide 
honour and reverence 
to each Inductee, and 
of  course, we needed to 
have the maple leaf  in 
red to ensure that this 
represented Canadian 
sport” he concluded. 

The ASHoF is now 
seeking nominations 
for the three Induction 
Categories of  Athlete, 
Coach and Builder/
Contributor. All 
nomination criteria 
are posted on the Sport 
Aurora Web site at 
w w w. s p o r t a u r o r a . c a . 
Nominations close June 
28th for the first-ever 
Induction of  Members 
into the Aurora Sport 
Hall of  Fame to be 
celebrated in November 
of  this year.

Nominations open for Hall of Fame

and pressed. After the 
tour, you can head over 
to the complimentary 
tasting bar to sample a 
few of  Magnotta’s world 
class wines. Then off  to 
the Peach Festival for fun, 
laughter and small town 
country fun.  The day’s 
activities include a fife 
and drum procession, live 
music and more.  Antique 
steam tractors celebrate 
the history of  farming, 
a classic car display, a 
sidewalk sale by local 
merchants, a peach pie 
baking contest and fresh 
steamed corn on the cob! 
Don’t miss out on this 
great day trip!

And finally …: The last 
time the Maple Leafs won 
the Stanley Cup, most of  
their fans were in diapers. 
Coincidentally, the next 

SENIOR SCAPE

APRIL 23 – JUNE 4
Eating Disorders of  York Region 

presents “On the Road to Recovery” 
Support Group with Flora Svinarenko. 
The Recovery group is intended for 
those who currently are actively 
working on maintaining changes 
which they have made in regards 
to their eating behaviours while 
attending other group programs 
through EDOYR or participating in 
eating disorder treatment. The road 
to recovery is challenging sometimes 
and emotional support is necessary to 
overcome or prevent lapses. In a safe 
and empathetic environment this group 
will provide you with coping tools and 
support needed to address complicated 
emotions, unhealthy behaviors or 
unhelpful thoughts. Cost is $50 for the 
four weeks. To register, please visit 
http://www.edoyr.com/support-groups.
html or email info@edoyr.com.

TUESDAY, MAY 21
Stronach Regional Health Centre 

presents Breaking Up Is Hard To Do: 
Smoking – A Love/Hate Relationship. 
Presented by Rosemary Lamont, 
clinical nurse specialist, this is part of  
an ongoing Cancer Education Series 
presented at Southlake. Seminar runs 
from 5.15 p.m. – 6.30 p.m. in the Cancer 
Centre’s main floor. 506 Davis Drive. 
Free. For more information, please 
visit www.southlakeregional.org and 
click on “Southlake Events.”

* * * * 
Dawson Dental will mark 

Canada’s first National Smile Day 
with “Teeth in a Day”. An innovative 
dental implant solution, Teeth-in-a-
Day is designed to provide efficient 
service so patients can walk into 
Dawson Dental’s office and walk 
out the same day with permanent 
teeth. This service uses an All-on-4 
solution that requires only four 
implants to support an immediately-
loaded, full-arch prosthesis—or, 
a smile from ear to ear. For more 
information, visit www.teeth-in-a-
day.ca.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22
Garden Aurora! The Aurora 

Garden and Horticultural Society 
invites you to hear Leonard Teengs, 
award winning floral designer 
and special events coordinator 
speak on the elements of  design. 
Leonard will also demonstrate 
several spectacular arrangements, 
providing inspiration for your 
next special event. Meeting starts 
at 8.00 p.m. at the Royal Canadian 
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway 

North. Further information at www.
gardenaurora.com or call 905-713-
6660.

* * * * 
Eating Disorders of  York 

Region (EDOYR) invites you to 
a cozy “Fireside Conversation” 
this evening from 6 – 8 p.m. at the 
Richmond Hill Public Library. 
Members from the “Faces of  
Recovery” campaign invite you to 
join with them in conversation, 
together with guest speaker 
Naturopath Dr. Lorenzo Diana from 
Markham Natural Health Centre, to 
speak about recovery and to answer 
questions that may arise concerning 
physical wellness in the recovery 
process. This event is free of  charge, 
but registration is required. Please 
register online at http://www.edoyr.
com/upcoming-events.html. Call 
905-886-6632 or email info@edoyr.
com for more information.

* * * * 
LifeSpring Clinics hosts an 

osteoporosis info night this evening 
from 6 – 7 p.m. Discussions will cover 
what the condition means, how it 
may affect you or those you know, 
and what you can do about it. Topics 
include prevention, diagnosis, 
nutrition and exercise. They will 
also introduce OsteoCircuit, a 
physiotherapy and education 
program designed to safely and 
effectively decrease your risk of  
fracture while increasing your 
physical ability and fitness. Space 
is limited. For more information, 
call 905-713-2427 or email info@
lifespringclinics.ca. Located at St. 
Andrew’s Village Plaza at Yonge and 
Orchard Heights.

MAY 23 – 25
Theatre Aurora’s Youth 

Company will present “Something 
Wicked” at the Factory Theatre. 
For more information, visit www.
theatreaurora.com.

MAY 23 – JUNE 27
Life Without Eating Disorders, 

a group based on the Cognitive 
Behavioural Therapy techniques, is 
hosted by Eating Disorders of  York 
Region. Each Thursday for six weeks. 
During this group, participants will 
learn about various factors that 
contributed to the development of  
disordered eating and later serve as 
maintaining mechanisms. We will 
construct a model of  your eating 
disorder, identifying and targeting 
the processes that are maintaining 
the disordered eating. We will 
discuss how perfectionism, self-
esteem, and interpersonal problems 
connected with your eating habits. 

You will learn how to challenge 
and change unhelpful thoughts 
and behaviours. Location: 15213 
Yonge Street, Suite 1. Cost: $60 for 
six weeks. Registration: edoyr.com/
support-groups.html.

SATURDAY, MAY 25
Aurora’s White Heather Pipes 

and Drums will hold a garage sale 
at 46 Kennedy Street West this 
morning from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

* * * * 
 “Hear what?” That is the 

question asked by the participants 
in the Spring Concert of  the Aurora 
Seniors’ Evergreen Choir. We look 
forward to singing for you and 
with you at our annual celebration 
of  spring. In addition to great 
entertainment by the choir and 
its soloists, there will be a guest 
appearance by the wind quintet, the 
Five Strong Winds, and sing-alongs 
with the audience. The concert’s 
sponsor, Dundee Wealth, is donating 
a door prize and refreshments 
will served at intermission. The 
Evergreen Choir is under the 
direction of  Dr. Richard Heinzle, 
accompanied on the piano, by 
Hadara Jacoby. Tickets are available 
at the Reception Desk of  the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way. 
For further information, call 905-
726-4767.

* * * * 
The York Symphony Orchestra 

welcomes back Brazilian conductor 
Rafael Luz to the podium celebrating 
“French Impressions.” The concerts 
will feature a YSO favourite, York 
region native Andrew Ascenzo, to 
play Saint-Saens’ Cello Concerto #1. 
In addition to the concerto, Maestro 
Luz will lead the orchestra in one 
of  the best known “impressionist” 
pieces in the repertoire, Debussy’s 
dreamlike “Prelude to the Afternoon 
of  a Faun.” Concert begins at 8 p.m. 
at Trinity Anglican Church. For 
more information and for tickets, 
call 416-410-0860.

* * * * 
The Sharon Temple National 

Historic Site will present 
professional and emerging artists 
showcasing and selling their 
original artwork with the Sharon 
Art Show and Sale today from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission by donation 
to the Sharon Temple. Open to the 
public. Welcome to all lovers of  art. 
Art mediums include fused glass, 
jewelry, paintings, pencil sketches, 
photography, pottery, scratchboard, 
stained glass, metal work, and wood 
carvings. For more information, 
visit www.sharonartshow.com, 

email arbutuscrafts@gmail.com, or 
call 647-955-308 and ask for Laurie 
or Tony.

* * * * 
The Georgina Military Museum 

presents their Fifth Annual 
Georgina Salutes! honouring the 
Year of  the Korean War Veteran. 
Event begins at 10 a.m. at their 
Woodbine Avenue location (just 
north of  Keswick) and will include 
demonstrations by the Queen’s 
York Rangers Cadets, Precision 
Drill Team, the chance to take a 
rucksack on a 90 lb challenge, and 
a silent auction. Entertainment 
includes The Bad Brothers with 
Neil Chapman, John Prince, the 
Georgina Jazz Trio, and The 
Lymphomaniacs. Admission: $5. 
Location: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 26061 
Woodbine Avenue.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29
The Alzheimer Society of  York 

Region presents the 2013 Building 
Memories Golf  Classic today in 
partnership with Pheasant Run 
Golf  Club. 10.30 a.m. registration 
and lunch, 12 noon shotgun start. 
Registration includes nine or 18 
holes, electric golf  cart, lunch (18 
holes), dinner, exciting contests, 
silent auction, raffle, and lots of  
surprises. Celebrity host is Frank 
Ferragine (a.k.a. “Frankie Flowers”) 
of  CityTV’s Breakfast Television, 
CityNews, and CityLine. For more 
information and to register, visit 
ww.alzheimer-york.com. 

FRIDAY, MAY 31
The Aurora Cultural Centre’s 

Great Artists Piano Series concludes 
this evening with the dazzling 
American pianist William Wolfram, 
medalist at both the William Kapell 
and Naumburg International 
Piano Competitions, as well the 
Tchaikovsky Piano Competition. 
Mr. Wolfram has appeared with 
orchestras throughout the world, 
including The Pittsburgh Symphony 
under the baton of  Leonard Slatkin. 
A graduate of  the Julliard School, 
Mr. Wolfram records on the Naxos 
label. Program to include works by 
Liszt, Schubert, Chopin & Ligeti. 
For more information, visit www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca. Tickets are 
$30 for adults, and $25 for seniors and 
students. On sale now. Doors open at 7 
p.m. Concert begins at 8.  

SATURDAY, JUNE 1
Officers and Cadets of  the 

Queen’s York Rangers Amy Cadet 
Corps will hold their 48th annual 
Ceremonial Review Parade at 3 p.m. 
at the Aurora Community Centre. 
Reviewing officer is Lt. Col. Phillip 
J. Halton. Seating begins at 2.45 p.m. 
For more information, visit www.
rangers2799.com. 

FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

with new hours: 
Tues – Wed – Fri – Sat – 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thursday – 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

LIGHTS & FANS WE CARRY

DAMP RATED OR WET RATED 

Fans For Outdoors

time they win it, those 
same fans likely will be 
back in diapers, again!

For more information 
on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to 
offer, drop by 90 John 

West Way, visit the web 
site www.auroraseniors.
ca, email auroraseniors@
rogers.com or call 905-
726-4767 between 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday.
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SomaFit Wellness
Bringing European Soma Training to Aurora!

GRAND OPENING • SAT. MAY 25 from 12-4 pm
• Personal Training 
• Group Exercise Classes 
• Massage & Body Therapies
• Fit-For-Golf • Zoomer Boomer Fit 
• ELDOA - Spinal Decompression Exercise

Unit 26, St. Andrew’s Village 
2 Orchard Heights Blvd., Aurora

647-849-8784 
somafitwellness.com

Realistic & Holistic 
Fitness & Wellness

BACK PAIN? TRY ELDOA!

As her reign as Aurora’s 2012 Teen Idol draws to a close and singers get ready to 
vie for the 2013 crown, Taylor Mansillo reflects on a momentous year as the Voice 
of Aurora as she prepares to embark on her postsecondary career at Queen’s  
University.                 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

The hunt is on for Aurora’s next Teen Idol
By Brock Weir

Do you have what it takes 
to be Aurora’s next Teen 
Idol?

The hunt is on for 
Aurora’s 2013 Teen Idol, 
who will be crowned during 
this year’s Canada Day 
Celebrations. If  you’re 
between the ages of  12 and 
17, and have a penchant for 
singing – whether before 
large crowds or even in the 
shower! – you just might be 
the right person for the job.

Few people know this 
better than Taylor Mansillo. 
Taylor, a Grade 12 student 
at Aurora High School, was 
crowned 2012’s Teen Idol 
at Lambert Willson Park 
on July 1, after making her 
way through a series of  
preliminary rounds. Sealing 
her victory with a stirring 
rendition of  Leonard 
Cohen’s “Hallelujah”, she 
has been a mainstay at 
Town events throughout the 
year, recently performing 
God Save The Queen at the 
Aurora 150 Tattoo, held at 
the Aurora Community 
Centre on May 5 to mark the 
Town’s sesquicentennial. 

Over the course of  
the year in performing at 
awards ceremonies to large 
scale events, it is this last 
one she feels is probably 
going to be the pinnacle of  
her reign.

“This has been a really 
good year,” she says, noting 
a year of  firsts, including 
taking a chance as the emcee 
for the ice carving events 
held at this year’s Arctic 
Adventure on Family Day. 
“I liked being a presenter 

and I enjoyed singing for the 
Tattoo as it was such a big 
event. 

“When I am singing, I am 
a bit different. I like singing 
in front of  bigger crowds; 
I am more intimidated 
singing one on one.”

This is no exaggeration. 
Before plucking up the 
confidence to take another 
shot at becoming Aurora’s 
Teen Idol – after making it 
through a number of  rounds 
in the 2011 competitions – 
she considered her singing 
primarily a hobby, bringing 
out her talent primarily at 
school events. It was not 
something she did in her 
spare time at home.

“[We were surprised] 
because we never hear her 
sing in our household,” 
says her mother Debra, 
with a laugh. “She had 
a kindergarten teacher 
named Mrs. Winters, and 
I remember her saying, 
‘Taylor can really sing!’ and 
we were like, ‘I don’t think 
so!’ We were pretty happy 
with it and this has been a 
good experience.”

Over the course of  the 
year, the events at which 
Taylor has been asked to 
perform have afforded 
her a unique insight into 
many areas of  Town. She 
says she has learned about 
many events you can get 
more involved with and 
encourages other people 
to follow suit, get out, and 
explore Aurora. 

“I was able to actually live 
in more of  the community, 
especially as I am going 
away this year,” she says. 
“I got to know Aurora a lot 

better and I got to know 
Aurora as my Town.”

By going away, Taylor is 
only going as far as Kingston, 
beginning her first year 
at Queen’s University this 
fall with an eye towards 
psychology. Although she 
has until the end of  her 
first year to declare her 
major, her strategy is to 
keep her options open with 
psychology, which will give 
her the option of  deciding 
whether to go in the 
direction of  law or medicine.  
As she prepares to hand 
over the reins as Aurora’s 
Teen Idol, she has a few 
more things to do, including 
emceeing the final round on 
July 1 and possibly some of  
the preliminary rounds. As 
application forms, available 
at www.aurora.ca, must be 
received by Tuesday, June 
18, she encourages everyone 
to come out and give it a 
shot. 

“Don’t just sing and 
go out for it as it it is a 
competition; do it because 
you love to sing,” she says. 
“It’s a good experience 
and going through it, even 
if  you don’t win, it is just 
something to be proud of  
because you had the nerve 
to go out and do it in front of  
people. It is just a new step 
in your singing career and 
anything you want to do. 

“I would be looking 
for confidence. It is not 
whether someone can sing, 
it is whether someone 
can perform. If  you have 
confidence while you’re up 
there, and you’re happy to 
be up there, it just changes 
the performance.”
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CONDOMINIUM TOWNHOMES FREEHOLD SEMI-DETACHED HOMES

THE DANIELS CORPORATION’S NEWEST BUILD-IT-FIRST COMMUNITY IS COMING THIS SPRING TO AURORA

· Three Bedroom Condominium Townhomes  · Three and Four Bedroom Freehold Semi-Detached Homes
· Located at the southeast corner of St. John’s Sideroad and Bayview Avenue

· Close to retail, restaurants, parks, schools and highways 404 & 407 ETR

DISCOVER YOUR HOME SWEET HOME TODAY! 

TOUR A 
Model of EVERY 

home DEsign 
BEFore You Buy!

ALREADY 
UNDER 

CONSTRUCTION

Buy with 

5%
DOWN 

30, 60
& 90 DAY 

MOVE-ins!

FULLY-BUILT CONDO TOWNS
& FREEHOLD SEMIS

FROM $389,900

Illustrations are artist’s concept. Prices, programs and specifi cations are subject to change without notice. Brokers Protected. E.&O.E.  All brand names, logos, images, text and graphics are copyright 
of the owners, The Daniels Corporation, and reproduction in any form, without prior written permission, is strictly prohibited.

DanielsLewisHoney.com

905.853.4443
Daniels-Lewis-Honey

@LewisHoney140

REGISTER TODAY
FOR OUR PREVIEW EVENT THIS SPRING!

COMING THIS SPRING TO AURORA
DANIELS’ NEWEST FULLY-BUILT COMMUNITY


