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19 months 
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206-16600 Bayview Ave.,
Newmarket ON L3X 1Z9

Tel: 905.953.7515
www.loisbrown.ca

Lois Brown
Member of Parliament

Newmarket-Aurora
May 20, 2013 is Victoria Day, a time when Canada and the Commonwealth 
celebrate the birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of Canada. 
We celebrate in several ways - with official ceremonies, parades and fireworks. 
For many of us, the Victoria Day long weekend marks the unofficial start of summer. 
Whether planting your garden, opening up the cottage or simply out and about, 
I hope you have a safe and enjoyable Victoria Day!

Happy Victoria Day!

Aurora to take another shot at 
Regional representation

Southlake nurse, Yoga instructor and army wife Nicole Taylor proudly sits on top 
of a military vehicle Friday celebrating the launch of i Run Rock & Roll surrounded 
by members of York Region EMS, Central York Fire Services, the York Regional Po-
lice, Barrie Emergency Responders and, far right, Glass Tiger’s Sam Reid. The event, 

which will take place June 1 at Newmarket’s Ray Twinney Complex, is a collabora-
tion between Ms. Taylor and Mr. Reid in honouring York Region’s first responders, 
and was partly inspired by the efforts of MPP Frank Klees. For more, please see 
Page 3.                 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

There is a “changing of the guard” at Aurora’s Our Lady of Grace  
Catholic Church as Father Joe Gorman, left, prepares to take  
over as pastor for Aurora’s faithful. After six years in the parish,  
Father Tim Hanley delivered his last sermon on Sunday afternoon,  
before taking up a new posting in Mississauga this July. For more on  
Father Joe, please see Page 26.                              Auroran photo by Brock Weir

FATHERS IN ARMS

By Brock Weir

Previous attempts have fallen on deaf  ears, but municipalities such as Aurora and King 
are expected to take another run on gaining additional representation at the Region of  York 
this week.

Aurora could join the chorus of  King Township, East Gwillimbury, and Whitchurch-
Stouffville in petitioning Ontario’s Minister of  Municipal Affairs and Housing to “enact 
a regulation that would authorise the Regional Municipality of  York to change the size of  
Regional Council to add one additional member” for each of  the municipalities.

King got a jump start on this, their Council approving the resolution on May 6, as did 
the Town of  East Gwillimbury. Both their resolutions were sent to Aurora, Whitchurch-
Stouffville and the City of  Vaughan and will be up for Councillors’ consideration at this 
Tuesday’s Council meeting. 

Also up for grabs is a notice of  motion from Mayor Geoffrey Dawe on the heels of  the 
other two municipalities. Although a notice of  motion introduced this week is, according 
to procedure, due to come back for thorough discussion on May 21, given the other items on 
the agenda it is likely this will be brought forward for discussion this week.

In his motion, the Mayor too calls upon the Town to request the Minister to authorise 
the change in size of  Regional Council to have one additional member for Aurora in time 
for the 2014 municipal election.

“An additional member would obviously be the goal,” says Mayor Dawe. “Mayors 
Hackson (East Gwillimbury), Emerson (Whitchurch-Stouffville), Pellegrini (King) and I all 
have an issue with if  we can’t make it to a meeting, our towns are not represented.”

This problem, he says, can be addressed in one of  two ways: an additional seat at the 
table or the ability to provide an alternate. Despite his motion, Mayor Dawe says he is on the 
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AURORA 150 FACT:

Image Courtesy of Aurora Historical Society

Tyler Street

This photograph is of Tyler Street in 1945 when there was a 
flood in Aurora. Tyler Street was named after William Tyler. He 
was one of Aurora’s first settlers.

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Teen Idol 2013

Are you the next Teen Idol? If you are a resident of Aurora 
and between the ages of 12 to 17, you are eligible to 
participate in Aurora Teen Idol 2013.  Applications are 
available online at www.aurora.ca. The deadline to register 
is Friday, June 14.

Club Aurora Presents Total Health Seminar 
Series

Club Aurora Fitness Centre is proud to partner with Total 
Health Healing Arts Centre to present a series of heath 
seminars this spring. All seminars are held at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex, located at 135 Industrial Parkway 
North in Aurora. The next health seminar is on Wednesday, 
May 15 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The cost to participate is 
$10 per person.

Space is limited and registration is required. The registration 
code is 33334. To register visit www.aurora.ca/e-PLAY or 
call Tele-PLAY at 905-726-4777 and use the appropriate 
registration code.

New Hours of Operation at Town Hall

The Town of Aurora has extended hours of operation at 
Town Hall for core services from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday to Friday.

The Town is committed to serving its community by 
providing flexible hours for residents who cannot access 
municipal services from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Residents will now be able to pay their property taxes, 
water bills, obtain permits and licences during the 
extended timeframe.

For any questions on services at Town Hall or to ensure 
timely processing of your requests, please call 
905-727-1375 prior to your visit.

Dinner and a Movie
Cancelled for Saturday, May 18. For more information, 
please call 905-726-4760.

Request for Expression of Interest Seeking 
food vendors participation with Concerts in 
the Park Series, Movies in the Park and Theatre 
in the Park Series

The Town of Aurora is very excited to be hosting the 
Concerts in the Park, Movies in the Park and Theatre in the 
Park series again this year. The Parks and Recreation Service 
department requests proposals from interested parties to 
provide and serve various food and beverage items for this 
event series.

Interested parties are requested to submit their expression 
of interest in a sealed envelope to the Special Events Co-ordinator 
by no later than 12 p.m. (local time) on Monday, May 21.

The terms and conditions for this opportunity can be found 
at www.aurora.ca/specialevents or for more information 
905-726-4762.

UFORE Urban Forestry Study in Aurora  

The Town of Aurora’s Parks & Recreation department is 
undertaking an urban forest study that will provide a 
detailed overview of the Town’s forest cover, how urban 
trees can be a more essential part of a sustainable 
community and assess maintenance strategies.

The project will involve establishing individual plots within 
the Town’s boundaries, which may be located on private 
lands. The study team is contacting property owners so they 
can conduct the study. Property owners can refuse access 
if they choose. The information gathering process will take 
place in June and July.

For more information, please contact the Parks & Recreation 
department at 905-727-1375.

 

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Monday, May 13 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, May 14 10:30 a.m. Joint Council Committee 
Tuesday, May 14 7 p.m. Council
Wednesday, May 15 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Board
Wednesday, May 15 7 p.m. Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee
Thursday, May 16 7 p.m. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee
Friday, May 17 10 a.m. Trails and Active Transportation Committee 
Tuesday, May 21 7 p.m. General Committee *
Wednesday, May 22 7 p.m. Public Planning
Thursday, May 23 7 p.m. Public Consultation – Re:  Future of Library Square 

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

Committees noted with an asterisk (*) are streamed live via Internet at www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Property Standards/ Clean Yards Bylaw in effect

The Property Standards/ Clean Yards Bylaw is in effect. All residents should be 
cleaning up debris on their property and keeping grass no longer than 8 inches.

Let’s keep Aurora looking beautiful! For more information on the Property 
Standards/ Clean Yards Bylaw please visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4751.

Town of Aurora Fireworks Bylaw in effect

The Town of Aurora has updated its Fireworks Bylaw #5373-11 (Sale and Display), 
which regulates the setting and sale of family and display fireworks. Family 
fireworks are low hazard fireworks generally used for recreation. Fireworks are 
permitted on Victoria Day, Canada Day and the day preceding these holidays from 
sunset to 11 p.m. 

For a full list of the regulations under this bylaw, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/bylawservices

Failure to comply with the provisions and regulations of this bylaw may result in 
fines up to $5,000 under the Provincial Offences Act.

For information regarding display fireworks and display permits please contact 
Central York Fire Services at 905-895-9222.

For more information about the sale and display of family fireworks, please 
contact Town of Aurora Bylaw Services at 905-727-3123 ext. 4240 or 
bylawdept@aurora.ca

In the case of a fire emergency or dangerous/hazardous situation please dial 
9-1-1 for an emergency response. 

 
Calling for nominations – 2013 Community Recognition Awards

Do you know a person or organization that is making Aurora a better place to live 
because of their volunteer activities?

The Town of Aurora believes in recognizing citizens who have made a positive 
impact in our community. We are once again calling for nominations for the 2013 
Community Recognition Awards. The awards honour individuals, groups and 
businesses that have actively supported the Town’s development and enhanced 
the overall community.

Nomination forms can be downloaded and printed at 
www.aurora.ca/2013communityawards. 

Nominations must be mailed and will be accepted until Thursday, June 6, 2013.

For more information about the 2013 Community Recognition Awards, please 
contact Jennifer Norton at 905-727-3123, ext. 4232 or email jnorton@aurora.ca

  

  

Outdoor Water Use Reminder
Effective May 15 to September 30

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to outdoor water use. It is important that all 
residents and businesses observe the following regulations, as they have been put in place to ensure a 
continued and abundant water supply.

For more information including exemptions to these restrictions, please contact  
The Town of Aurora’s By-law Services department at 905-726-4751 or visit www.aurora.ca

Outdoor Water Use By-law #4420-03.E
No person shall use The Town of Aurora’s municipal water from a hose, pipe, sprinkler or permanent 
irrigation system for the purpose of watering any lawn, garden or washing of vehicles, sidewalks, 
driveways, patios, decks or windows, or filling swimming pools, except as follows:

An even-numbered address may use water 
outdoors only on even-numbered days of the 
month

An odd-numbered address may use water 
outdoors only on odd-numbered days of the 
month

Outdoor water use will only be permitted 
between the hours of 6 a.m. and 10 a.m.  
and 6 p.m. and 10 p.m.

These conditions are in place  
each year from May 15 to September 30

Townhouse units having a common street address should water according to the unit number,  
not the address number of the complex. Apartment buildings should use the building number only.   
This bylaw applies to all residential, commercial and industrial properties and municipal properties. 

About Water Use Advisories and Bans
In the event of an Outdoor Water Use Advisory or Outdoor Water Use Ban, please follow these guidelines:

If an Outdoor Water Use Advisory is declared, 
all persons are requested to refrain from 
using Town water from a hose, pipe, sprinkler or 
permanent irrigation system.

If an Outdoor Water Use Ban is declared,  
no persons shall use Town water from a hose, 
pipe, sprinkler or permanent irrigation system.

RESIDENTS FAILING TO COMPLY WITH THESE PROVISIONS MAY BE SUBJECT TO A FINE.
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Briefly
MAGNA IS A TOP EMPLOYER

Aurora-based Magna International was ranked 15th out of  150 Organizations 
in the annual Randstad Awards ranking Canada’s “most attractive employers.” 
Randstad, a Human Resources Company, evaluated companies nation-wide 
“based on perceived attractiveness of  companies in specific markets.” They 
look specifically at companies that employ at least 1,000 people and select survey 
samples based on specific demographics “representative of  age, region, gender, 
and includes students, employed and unemployed workforce aged between 18 
and 65.” Leading the pack of  companies this year, however, was Westjet Airlines. 
The top five was rounded out by Transat A.T., IBM Canada, Bombardier Inc., and 
Pratt & Whitney Canada International.

ATTENTION SHOPAHOLICS
Shopaholics and heritage enthusiasts alike will be able to take a walk 

down memory lane with “Memories of  a Shopaholic: 1863” leaving from the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market this Saturday at 11 a.m. Explore the “museum on the 
streets” learning about the rich retail history of  Downtown Aurora in 1963. 
View historical displays in the windows of  Aurora Downtown Hardware, Biggs’ 
Gallery and Framing Shop, Caruso’s, and Mac Fleming Paint & Décor. You can 
also enjoy “Artist at Work” featuring Judy Sherman, Eva Folks, and emerging 
young artists at Bonsai Hill Tea Shop, Table for 3 & More, and The Country Look 
Salon. 

POLICE SEEK ASSAULT VICTIMS
York Regional Police are looking for additional victims of  a sexual 

assault following the arrest of  Claudio Moreira, 30, of  Toronto. In February,  
2013, the York Regional Police Sexual Assault Unit began an investigation 
of  a suspect who had allegedly sexually assaulted a 15-year-old female. The 
suspect communicated with the victim over a mobile phone, using text 
messages and images of  a sexual nature. In January, 2013, the suspect picked 
up the victim in his vehicle where it is alleged that he sexually assaulted her. 
Anyone with information is asked to contact the York Regional Police Sexual 
Assault Unit at 1-866-876-5423, ext. 7071, Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS, 
leave an anonymous tip online at www.1800222tips.com, or text your tip to 
CRIMES (274637) starting with the word YORK.

AURORAn REFEREncE #16
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 27, 2013

PROOF #16
FEBRUARY 27, 2013 issue of The Auroran Community newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Tuesday. 
ThE dEAdlinE FOR AnY And All Ad mATERiAls is 10 dAYs PRiOR TO PUBlicATiOn dATE 

clAssiFiEd dEAdlinE is FRidAY 3.00 P.m. 

Any alterations to the ad must be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 
The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 5 p.m.

Thank you for your co-operation. 
Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300 or Classifieds at 905-727-7128, Fax: 9045-727-2620

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Traditional Style, Custom Kitchens and Design

130 Hollidge Blvd., Unit B10
Aurora, ON L4G 8A3

Tel. 905.503.1059
Toll Free 877.397.7518
blackriverkitchens.com

83 First Commerce Dr. 
Aurora | 905-727-8848

 
for 18.95

Your choice of two original  
meals (chicken, pork or gyro).
Includes Greek salad, one meal 
side, tzatziki and pita bread.
*Valid at 83 First Commerce Dr., Aurora. 
Must present coupon. Taxes not included. 
Not valid in combination with any other 
offers or specials. Dine-in & Take-out only.

grilled salmon salad

Dine-In • Take-Out • Delivery • Catering

 

       mrgreek.com original pork souvlaki

$
2 can dine
for  18.95$
2 can dine
for  18.95

Expires: JULY 1, 2013

SALMON & 
SWEET POTATO 

FRIES

Introducing

Glass Tiger jumps in to shed light on York’s First Responders
By Brock Weir

Glass Tiger is no stranger 
to blowing the roofs off  
venues across the country.

But when the iconic 
Canadian band returns to 
home turf  in York Region 
this June 1, they aim not only 
to raise the roof  through 
their music, but also lift the 
veil on an affliction suffered 
by many people, often in 
silence, throughout the area 
– Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder. (PTSD)

The Juno-award winning 
group headlines the 
Inaugural “i Run & Rock for 
Lifesavers” event, a program 
to raise awareness and 
funds for first responders 
in York Region and beyond 
living with the disorder. The 
brainchild of  Nicole Taylor, 
an operating room nurse at 
Southlake Regional Health 
Centre, and yoga instructor 
specializing in working 
with First Responders 
throughout York Region 
and Simcoe County, the 
festivities will unfold at 
Newmarket’s Ray Twinney 
Complex on June 1.

Ms. Taylor was inspired 
to organize the event 
in part by efforts from 
Newmarket-Aurora MPP 
Frank Klees to institute an 
official Province-wide First 
Responders Day, a bill which 
is making its way through 
the Ontario Legislature 
and has garnered traction 
in many municipalities 
from Aurora to Oshawa. 
Mr. Klees, Aurora Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe, Oshawa 
Mayor John Henry, and 
Newmarket Councillor 
Jane Twinney,  leant their 
support for the show at 
Friday’s official kickoff. 

i Run & Rock will 
combine a fundraising 1k, 
5k, and 10k runs, outdoor 
activities, and an indoor 
rock concert featuring Glass 
Tiger as well as surprise 

guests, and a number of  
bands formed by first 
responders themselves. 

After Ms. Taylor initially 
made contact with Glass 
Tiger through a fellow 
nurse, it was all in for the 
group.

“It really was a no-
brainer,” said Mr. Reid. 
“Glass Tiger has always 
supported our first 
responders. We have so 
much respect for the work 
they do in any of  the 
elements, whether it is 
military, EMS, police or fire. 
I don’t know anything about 
putting runs together, but I 
said to Nicole, ‘I have a little 
bit of  experience with the 
rock and roll part of  it, so if  
you want to throw a party 
afterwards we can make 
that happen.

“One of  the things I am 
really excited about is the 
other bands that are joining 
us on stage are all first 
responder bands. That, I 
think, is incredible that not 
only are these incredibly 
gifted people that do this 
incredible work, but then 
they pick up the guitar and 
play a song. If  you take 
that and go the other way 
around, we’re not going to 
become firemen!”

Glass Tiger’s relationship 
with the military and first 
responders began around 
1996 when they were invited 
to tour the country and 
overseas entertaining the 
armed forces. From their 
time in Alert, Canada’s 
most northerly base, to 
Bosnia and Afghanistan, the 
relationship has endured.

Now, this event brings 
them back to their own 
backyard for a cause close to 
their hearts.

“This has always been 
our stomping ground,” Mr. 
Reid said.

Nicole refers to herself  as 
a “second responder” in her 
frontline work at Southlake. 

Her off-duty role as a 
military wife for the past 20 
years also set her on the 
path of  working with people 
who are affected by trauma. 
When her nursing colleague 
was eventually persuaded to 
part with Mr. Reid’s phone 
number, the event took on a 
life of  its own.

“Obviously they are 
hometown heroes to York 
Region and when I told him 
what we were doing for 
soldiers and PTSD, he said, 
‘I’m in with whatever you 
need from the rock world.’ 
He has been by my side 
every step of  the way,” she 
said.

Next to step up to the 
plate were York Regional 
Police and Mr. Klees, who 
connected them with the 
local Pace Credit Union 
which, in turn, stepped up 
to be the name sponsor for 
the event.

“I came face to face 
with the amazing work of  
first responders through 
very practical ways with 
my engagement in the 
legislature,” said Mr. Klees. 
“I am absolutely excited 
about i Run and Rock. 
We’re looking forward to 
June 1st being a gathering 
place here in Newmarket 
for people from across this 
province who just want to 
celebrate simply what it is 
first responders do in our 
communities every day.

“We take for granted too 
often the men and women 
who are on the front lines 
who are engaged every  
day in the activities,  
whether it is fire fighters, 
whether it is paramedics, 
whether it is police officers, 
whether it is dispatchers or 
helicopter pilots, or doctors 
and nurses on the front 
line.”

Declaring May 1 
Ontario’s official First 
Responders Day would, 
he said, serve to ensure 

that the work done and 
sacrifices made by these 
men and women are always 
uppermost in people’s 
minds.

Through the support 
of  Pace, admission to the 
June 1 concert is now free. 
Registration for the run, 
however, is $30 per person 
and $50 for a family. For more 
information on the event, 
visit www.irunandrock.ca.

Dan Caldwell of Pace Credit Union, MPP Frank Klees, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, Nicole Taylor and musician Sam Reid 
were on hand Friday for the official launch of the event, which aims to raise awareness and funds for local first 
responders living with the reality of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.                               Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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One week on, it now feels 
appropriate to ask whether everyone 
has fully recovered from the weekend 
of  May 3. 

After all, when so many 
organizations in Town decided that 
would be the weekend to remember, 
they weren’t messing around. I 
heaved a sigh of  relief  at the bright, 
sunny, nearly cloudless weather on 
Saturday morning. It was just a few 
short hours after the Society of  York 
Region Artists launched their 51st 
annual Juried Art Show and Sale, 
but the real action was to begin that 
day with the opening of  the newest 
season of  the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market and the myriad of  festivities 
surrounding the 125th anniversary 
reunion of  Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School. 

Amid the chirpiness of  everyone 
basking in what felt like the first 
true day of  spring, I looked ahead 
to the next day when the Queen’s 
York Rangers were due to host their 
appreciation lunch, raising money for 
their Regimental Assistance Fund, 
followed by the promising Aurora 
150 Tattoo, organized and hosted by 
the Town’s Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc 
Committee. 

The weather would be a good 
sign, I thought, for the lunch held 
outdoors at Machell Park, but 
questioned whether it would have 
an impact on the Tattoo. Would you 
turn up the chance to catch some 
much needed rays in favour of  the 
stuffy atmosphere of  the Aurora 
Community Centre no matter how 
spectacular the event promised to be?

Evidently civic pride won the 
day and as someone who had been 
looking forward to the event, I was 
relieved to see the lineup of  people 
waiting to get in stretch around a 
good portion of  the building.

The event did not disappoint, 
with performers coming together 
from across Ontario for a colourful 
event that will surely live on in the 
memories of  the people that packed 
the arena.

After speaking to David Veitch, 
the event’s musical director the 
previous week, the precision and 
intricacy of  the event was all the 

more remarkable considering they 
had only been able to have their 
first rehearsal together as a nearly 
300-strong group just that morning. 

Congratulations are in order to 
everyone involved in putting this 
together, and I look forward to seeing 
what’s in store for the rest of  the year.

As the sights and sounds of  
last weekend fade ever so slightly 
into memory, I do wonder what 
will be the lasting legacy of  these 
commemorations. They will provide 
lasting memories for the people that 
were there, but what about the years 
ahead?

Reminders of  celebrations of  yore, 
milestone anniversaries, national 
and international celebrations, and 
remarkable people who have left 
their imprints can be found across 
Aurora if  you look hard enough. 
Aurora’s Centennial Celebrations in 
1963 can be found in the old Aurora 
Public Library Building. Just four 
years later, the Aurora Community 
Centre was built with grant money 
to mark Canada’s own Centennial, 
a landmark event which was also 
commemorated with Confederation 
Park. 

Just two short weeks ago, a 
permanent reminder of  the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee was inked for Civic 
Square Park, but, so far, Aurora’s 
own 150th anniversary hasn’t fared as 
well. 

Thankfully, the Aurora 
Community Arboretum has stepped 
up to the plate and will be naming 
an official Sesquicentennial tree, 
one which already had its roots 
firmly planted well before 1863, 
coinciding with this year’s Canada 

Day Festivities.
The Town and the 

Sesquicentennial Committee are 
planning a time capsule and a virtual 
memory book to collect stories, 
anecdotes and mementos, but those 
are hardly initiatives the kids who 
attended last weekend’s tattoo and 
“tough mudder” will be able to point 
to for their own kids and grandkids.

Will the $10 million proposed 
Hillary-McIntyre Heritage Park, at 
the end of  the day, turn out to be that 
special something? Given the divisive 
reaction to the project, however well-
intentioned it is, doesn’t make it a 
likely candidate. 

So, now what? What would you 
like to see as a permanent reminder 
of  this year’s milestone? Is it worth 
a permanent reminder, or are these 
festivities sufficient?

A few months ago during a 
Council meeting, Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner said something that 
made me chuckle. In a discussion 
about drawing people into certain 
neighbourhoods and creating 
“destinations”, she mentioned a 
family tradition she has where every 
time they visit the Art Gallery of  
Ontario they like to take their photos 
at one particular nearby statue. 

I laughed, not because that is a 
silly tradition (and it certainly isn’t; 
I think that could be kind of  fun!) but 
images came to mind of  what Aurora 
could do to follow suit. 

Glenn Gould wasn’t from around 
these parts, so we can’t install a 
sculpture of  him sitting on a bench 
outside the Cultural Centre. But 
would it be any kind of  a draw to 
put a statue of  Lester B. Pearson on 
a bench in front of  his old school 
so people could stop and pretend to 
shoot the breeze? Probably not.

Would people get a kick out of  
posing alongside a larger-than-life 
Fleury Plough? A few snappy – and 
rude – slogans come to mind with 
that initiative, but that’s probably 
not the ticket either. 

What about a cast-iron replica 
of  the Old Woman Who Lived in a 
Sisman Shoe?

Surely we can think of  something 
better!

Creating a Lasting Legacy
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I have been driving almost daily past the location on 
Bathurst Street where over several weeks a quite nice 
house nestled on a hill was torn down and replaced 
by a white, three-section Cell Tower by Bell Canada 
Communications.

Frankly, I am a little surprised at the sudden outcry 
at this when the project has been going on for months 
and relevant authorities in both King Township (where 
the tower actually is) and the Town of  Aurora have had 
plenty of  warning and consultation. 

Whether either had the authority to stop 
it, I don’t know. Obviously they don’t, either. 
Since it is a done deal, a white tower, if  not an elephant, 
I have a suggestion that occurred after being consulted 
on a recent Sunday in the Kennedy Street parkette 
about the tower by deputy mayor John Abel. 

At that time, my brother and I suggested it be painted 
brown and have branches added, though that would 
have made it an unusually tall fir at this height of  land. 
Perhaps more seriously, I now suggest that it be painted 
black, and be encased by a replica of  The Eiffel Tower, 
with a staircase that could be ascended by any who 
would like a wonderful panoramic view of  Aurora, 
Newmarket and King. 

It could become a true tourist attraction, and a nice 
Parisian-style café below would heighten its appeal. 
I suggest we call it, The Bell’Arte Tower of  Aurora. 
Now wouldn’t that just make everyone 
happy? Turn an eyesore into a beauty spot? 
I think so! Let’s get going with the project!

 
 Andrew Marshall

Aurora

To submit a letter to the editor please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com – deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m.

I understand that many people were hurt during the 
lawsuit proceedings and the essential rights and values of  
freedom of  speech and expression were at issue, but what is 
overlooked is that the bloggers were not the only ones likely 
hurt.

I have watched the character, integrity and intentions 
of  an extremely dedicated, democratically elected 
representative be pulled through the mud for years now by 
the very town who had voted her into office.

The hate-filled words which were used toward Ms. Morris 
and which, I understand, prompted the lawsuit, and the 
subsequent news articles, never seemed to take into account 
that she, too, is a person and, perhaps like the bloggers, 
endured much more than she ever deserved or “imagined” 
as the Town she stood for appeared to turn against her.

I saw her dedication as mayor and her sense of  
commitment and integrity to do what she felt was the right 
course, however difficult, not for her own gain, but for an 
even more important value, respect for office and for this 
beautiful town we all call home.

Carol Speed-Zeyen
Aurora

I would like to pass along congratulations to the 
150th organizers and the Town for the fine job they did 
on staging the Tattoo on Sunday. Also kudos to all the 
performers and staff  who made this a very enjoyable 
afternoon.

Barry Emo
Aurora

Bloggers weren’t the only 
ones hurt by lawsuit

Appreciation for Aurora Tattoo

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Reader has novel solution  
to Bell tower
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Mark June 1 on your calendar 
and plan everything else you may be 
doing around an event that you and 
your family won’t want to miss. Why? 
Because if  you believe as I do, that First 
Responders deserve to be honoured, 
recognized and supported for their 
service to our community, then you will 
want to be part of  this inaugural event:

 
 iRUN & ROCK UNITED BY TRAUMA

 I am often asked to name the 
highlights in my 18 years as a Member 
of  Provincial Parliament. I welcome 
those opportunities, because they 
remind me how blessed I am to have had 
the privilege of  making a difference 
in people’s lives through service in 
public office. I want to share my most 
recent experience I hope will prove as 
inspirational to you as it was to me.

You may recall that I proposed a 
Private Member’s Bill in the last session 
of  Parliament to proclaim May 1st of  
each year as First Responders Day. 

The purpose of  that Bill was to raise 
awareness of  the daily sacrifices these 
men and women and their families 
make, to ensure that our communities, 
our province and our country is the 
safest place in the world to live and to 
raise a family.

 Who are First Responders in our 
community?

As I pulled into my driveway this 
past Saturday evening, I was drawn to 
flashing lights down the street. 

A York Central Fire Services vehicle 
and a York Region EMS Ambulance 

were parked in front 
of  a neighbour’s home. 
A heart attack? Did 
they get there in time? 
I was returning from 
the memorial service 
for veteran NDP 
MPP Peter Kormos, 
and throughout the 
drive I had been 
planning this column. 
But there they were 
now on MY street...
sent by experienced 
EMS dispatchers, 
firefighters and 
p a r a m e d i c s 
responding to a life-saving call that 
would soon make its way to the 
emergency room where highly skilled 
doctors and nurses would take over. 

One of  thousands of  calls like it, 
answered every day throughout our 
province.

“Police officers, firefighters, 
paramedics, medevac pilots, 
dispatchers, doctors and nurses, 
emergency managers, those who 
serve in our military and the many 
volunteers who dedicate countless 
hours to emergency response through 
organizations such as St. John’s 
Ambulance deserve to be recognized 
for their selfless service to our 
communities.”

This, in part, was my appeal during 
debate on the First Responders Day 
Act. It was one of  those rare occasions 
in the legislature when a bill receives 
unanimous approval. Unfortunately, 

the legislature was 
prorogued and the bill 
was never enacted, but 
the seed was sown and 
here’s the rest of  the 
story.

Given the status of  
the provincial First 
Responders Act, I 
wrote to all Ontario 
Mayors asking that 
they Proclaim their 
own First Responders 
Day. I was encouraged 
that among the 
many who responded 
positively was the 

Town of  Aurora and the City of  Oshawa 
whose mayors also attended the 
iRunandRock media promotion event. 
Also in attendance was Councillor Jane 
Twinney from Newmarket.

Go to the iRun & Rock website at 
www.irunandrock.ca and you’ll see 
what can happen when dedicated 
people embrace a worthwhile cause and 
run with it.

A few weeks ago, I sensed that one 
of  my scheduled constituency meetings 
would be a bit out of  the ordinary. The 
list of  attendees was eclectic to say 
the least: Nicole Taylor, Emergency 
Operating Room Nurse and Yoga 
Instructor, Wayne Dufour, Police Officer, 
Sam Reid of  the famed Glass Tiger rock 
band. What I heard from them was 
inspiring and I had a sense that these 
people were about to impact the lives of  
untold people and I would do whatever I 
could to support their efforts.

 Inspired by the First Responders Day Act

 Nicole Taylor shared her passion for 
raising awareness of  Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) among First 
Responders, and her collaboration 
with Dr. Lisa Hutchinson on the need 
for research into PTSD as it affects 
First Responders. She pointed to her 
experiences as an emergency operating 
room nurse and military wife as a basis 
for her motivation to advance this 
cause.

Nicole told me that she was inspired 
by my First Responders Day Act 
and shared the event that they had 
conceived that would do just that, and 
here it is:

The event will consist of  1/5/10 km 
runs, and a Full Battle Rattle Team 
event. Registration begins at 9am, the 
Run starts at 11am and the Full Rattle 
Battle Team Event starts at 1pm.

Free Concert Admission thanks to 
title sponsor Pace Credit Union.

This event is completely organized 
by volunteers and all proceeds net of  
costs will be dedicated to PTSD research 
in emergency services under the 
oversight of  the Southlake Foundation. 
I encourage you to participate and to 
spread the word.

The First Responders of  our 
community deserve your support and 
encouragement.

More details can be found on my 
website at www.frankklees.com or 
directly at www.irunandrock.ca  I look 
forward to seeing you on June 1st. 

It’s time to once again look at the 
mysteries of  Aurora with another 
series of  Burning Questions, such as:

If  its location is supposed to 
represent some sort of  entrance, why 
is the Aurora Gateway Centre plaza 
situated near the geographic centre 
of  town and not near a border?

Why is the percentage of  the 
Aurora portion of  the annual tax 
increase always so much more than 
those associated with the Region or 
the Board of  Education? 

Do those people who complain so 
loudly when a special event results in 
the temporary fencing of  a town park 
actually use those parks?

When was the last time you received 
via Canada Post an actual letter that 
was personalized and from someone 
you know?

What percentage of  the town’s 
budget for curb maintenance and 
replacement is due to over-zealous 
snow plow operators gouging the 
curbs each winter?

When was the last time Aurora 
participated in any sort of  official 
initiative or exchange with Leksand, 
our Swedish twin city?*

Is it inevitable that the dandelion 

will one day be 
proclaimed as 
Aurora’s official 
flower?

How many people 
whose names 
are listed on the 
cenotaph do not 
have Aurora streets 
named after them?

Why are most of  
the barbeque places 
that participate in 
Aurora’s annual 
Ribfest from out of  
town?

Just how much 
sand and salt is swept up from 
Aurora’s streets each year, and what 
does the Department of  Infrastructure 
and Environmental Services do with 
it all?

Why do so many people complain 
about large-scale activities like the 
budget, or Yonge Street redevelopment, 
but when the town holds Open Houses 
to allow for public discussion and 
input, no one ever shows up?

Can one be fined for having a dog 
on a leash in the leash-free dog park?

Will all of  the studies of  congestion 

at Yonge and 
Wellington have to be 
redone to account for 
the increased traffic 
to come from the new 
retail and residential 
developments that are 
underway and planned 
for this intersection?

Apart from 
providing them with 
an occasional mayor-
cooked hamburger, are 
we doing enough to 
properly thank all the 
countless volunteers in 
Aurora who pick up our 

unwanted trash in parks, coach our 
kids’ teams and help out our seniors, 
amongst numerous other things?

No matter what use is made of  the 
old library and Seniors’ Centre sites, 
will there ever be enough parking in 
library square?

Isn’t it kind of  ironic that trees 
must be killed to produce all the 
fliers that appear at our doors each 
spring promoting services to provide 
healthier trees and yards?

Once the Hydro money is finally 
used up, what’s the next logical asset 

for the town to sell to replenish that 
fund?

How many people have actually 
seen waterfowl crossing at one of  the 
duck crossing signs in town?

Would the town encourage 
attendance at council meetings, or 
perhaps make a dent in our annual 
tax increase, if  it had a concession 
stand at that location to sell drinks 
and snacks?

Similarly, is it too much to ask that 
any member of  the public who stays 
at an Aurora Council meeting past 11 
pm be given free coffee to stay awake?

Why were the ancient Romans able 
to construct roads that have lasted for 
twenty-plus centuries, while our local 
ones become riddled with pot holes 
every spring and seem to require 
rebuilding every few years?

And, although preferable to the 
alternative, why is there always a 
budget surplus at the end of  the year?

Just asking…
Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 

machellscorners@gmail.com
*[Editor’s note: Last week. Aurora’s 

Annual Juried Art Show, featured 
on page 19, selected art to send to our 
twin.]

AURORAN 

Burning Questions 2013

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

First Responders Day Act Inspires

FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

Frank Klees 
MPP NEWMARKET-AURORA

POLL
Is Council right in issuing an apology to three 

bloggers involved in a municipally  
authorised lawsuit in 2010?

(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Undecided

RE
SU

LT
S

M
ay

 1
3,

 2
01

3 Yes No Undecided

86% 12% 2 %
Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

This long weekend, Aurorans will 
be gathering around barbeques, 
opening pools and hauling out 
the patio furniture for Victoria 
Day, what has come to be known 
as the official kick-off of summer. 
For Aurora residents of yore,  
however, the name wasn’t just 
synonymous with a summer  
party and a day off of work, but 
with the first head of state of a 
united Canada. As can be seen 
in the programme here, over 116 
years ago people from across 
Town came together to celebrate 
her 60 years on the throne. She 
had a further four to go before 
dying in 1901.

Image courtesy of the  
Aurora Historical Society
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Letters to the editor

Are you getting 
enough 

nutrients?

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

Nutrition is an 
annoyance! 

This from someone 
who never was a big eater. 
Milk was unpalatable 
and nauseating. Meat 
was unappealing. Fat 
was disgusting. Veggies, 
on the other hand, were 
tasty, and so were apples. 
Of  course, sugar was an 
absolute delight!

Mealtimes are still a 
challenge. As a youth, 
I was not noticeably 
affected by this poor 
appetite. It’s different 
now. What a shocker to 
feel light-headed and 
weak from skimping on 
meals for several days. 
Geesh, that’s how most 
of  my life went until now. 
What changed?

Looking back, I now 
see that damage was 
occurring on the inside. 
Bones are unimpressive. 
Fingernails are super 
fragile. Hair is thin and 
brittle. The thyroid gave 
up trying. The heart-
skips are most likely 
connected to a lifetime 
of  poor diet. Those years 
of  neglect have finally 
caught up with me.

It’s even tougher to 
eat properly now because 
I’m still not very creative 
in the kitchen. Meals are 
still an annoyance. And 
it doesn’t help that I’m 
getting lazier with age.

Do you have a poor 
appetite? It could be 
because a medication 
you’re taking destroys 
appetite. Fortunately, 
mine don’t, but then you 
need to have an appetite 
before you can lose it.

A few years back, 
my doctor said I should 
be taking calcium and 
multi-vitamins. Do you 
recall the rumors that 
such supplements are 
bad for you? I do, which 
makes me reluctant 
to take them. I read 
recently that calcium can 
cause kidney stones. “So 
that’s where mine came 
from,” I said to myself. 
I immediately stopped 
taking calcium.

The thing is, they 
could be wrong. Or it 
could be that a kidney 
stone is worth the risk 
over brittle bones. It’s 

awful to have to weigh 
the risks when both are 
undesirable.

If  you aren’t taking 
supplements, you 
probably should be, as 
should we all. The food 
that comes to us today 
spends a long time 
exposed to the air. Many 
food items go through 
several processes before 
delivery. This causes 
the natural nutrients to 
dissipate or be destroyed. 
We can no longer 
guarantee that if  we eat 
well, we’ll stay healthy.

Ask the pharmacist
There was a time 

when I saw pharmacists 
as simply chemistry 
experts who dispense 
drugs until one day 
someone suggested, “Ask 
the pharmacist.” Really? 
I thought.

Pharmacists are 
fantastic! There have 
been times when I 
needed a quick answer. 
For example, it only 
required a stop to the 
local pharmacist to learn 
that my worries about 
a change I experienced 
after starting a 
medication were 
unfounded. That was a 
relief.

Another time, 
he advised what 
supplements I could take 
safely with my current 
medication. 

This is really 
important for all of  
us, because we need to 
consider our medications 
when we take something 
else, even if  that 
something is just a cold 
medication or a multi-
vitamin. My pharmacist 
always assures me it’s 
good to ask because most 
people don’t.

On May 22 at 1 p.m., 
you’ll get a chance to ask 
an Aurora pharmacist 
about nutrients. The 
presentation will focus 
on the important role 
vitamins and minerals 
play in helping our 
bodies to remain healthy. 
Getting the right amount 
of  the right nutrient at 
any age is key, especially 

Farmers’ Market opened to great fanfare

Continued on page 20

Hours of Operation
Mon - Tues 1pm - 6pm
Sat - Sun 12pm - 5pm
By Appointment Call: 905-727-6122

13777 YONGE STREET, AURORA, ON CANADA L4G 3G8
Prices, sizes and specifications are subject to change without notice. E. & O.E.

Gated Custom Residences Available

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!
WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

Celebrating our 43rd year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

Raz & Mae Khamissa, owners of Omars Shoes, 

to come visit our newly renovated store

INVITE YOU

Selected styles available in wide widths.

The Birkenstock tradition of quality craftsmanship 
         goes back more than 225 years. 
                  

Gizeh Green Kiwi 

Gizeh Lavender

Madrid Blue Patent

Madrid Pink Patent

Birkenstocks are created to achieve the 
                         greatest comfort when 
                                      standing and walking

Gizeh Black Patent

and see our large selection of

The Aurora Farmers’ 
Market & Artisan Fair 
(AFMAF) had a fantastic 
Opening Day on Saturday, 
May 4, and I wanted to 
take the opportunity to 
acknowledge and thank 
all the people outside the 
committee who helped us 
make it so. 

Maria from Blue Willow 
Gardens/Butterflies in 
Bloom was instrumental 
in helping us obtain the 
butterflies for our release, 
the pansies for feeding 
them and very generously 
donated colouring/activity 
books for the kids at the 
craft table. 

The lollipop butterfly 
craft was the brainchild of  
Tara Jenks, who also spent 
countless hours cutting 
and clipping butterfly 
shapes and decorations for 
us! Teri Fowler from the 
Aurora High School music 
department connected us 
with “Spectrum” – Julia 
on keyboards and vocals, 
drummers Tristan and 
Dmitri, Sydney on bass, 
Amy on vocals and Geoff  
on vocals and guitar – all of  
whom opened our musical 
season with a great variety 
of  songs and music! 

We look forward to 
having them come and play 
for us again! 

My grateful thanks to 
local singer Judy Belanger 
for bringing her guitar 
and her golden voice and 
for creating her very own 
back-up percussion band 
of  kids! 

Our volunteers did an 
amazing job helping the 
kids put their butterfly 
crafts together, and 

many thanks as well  
to Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes for arranging 
and delivering a gorgeous 
donation of  fresh tulips 
from local florist, Flowers 
by Terry.

We strive to make our 
special events days truly 
special and having the 
support and participation 
from people in our 
community who like to 
make a difference really 
makes my job much easier. 
When we get it right, it’s 
because of  all these people. 
And if  we don’t always get 
it right or if  I’ve overlooked 
something, I appreciate 
your constructive 
feedback and ideas (and 
participation!) to help us 
improve.  

I look forward to many 
more sunny, fun-filled days 
at the Market this season 
and I’ll see you there! 

Sarah Sparks-Pallett
Director, Special Events

AFMAF 

Reunion 125 thanks people 
who made it possible 

The Dr. G.W. 
Williams Secondary 
School’s Reunion 125 
Planning Committee 
would like to thank the 
following businesses, 
organizations and 
individuals for their 
generous support and 
contributions towards 
the success of  our recent 
event.  

On behalf  of  the almost 
1200 attendees from 
across Canada, several 
U.S. states, England, and 
Switzerland, thank you!  
Many faces were made to 
smile:

Andy McClure, Anya 
Holloway, Aramark 
– Christine Hunter, 
Aurora Greenhouse, 
Bigg’s Gallery, Canadian 
Tire Aurora, CanMark 
Communications – 
Matthew Blackburn, 
Caruso & Company, 
Chuck Walker, 
Cookery Catering – 
Andrew Evan and Mat 
Orr, Country Style 
Bistro Deli, Diamond 
G r o u n d s k e e p i n g 
Services, Donna 
Bisschop, Dr. Steve 
Sedore, Durbacz Family, 
Elizabeth Evans, Ellis 
Studios - Brian North, 
Elmwood Brides, Frito 
Lay, Gabriel’s Café, 
Gardner Family, George 
Holancin, Graystones 
Restaurant, Heintzman 
Family, Hurst Bakery, 
Johanna Holancin 
Mehrag, Josh and Taylor 
Blaming, Karen Armata, 
Lowe’s Canada, M&M 
Meat Shops – Greg Foster, 
Mayhew – Rob Purri, 
Neal Brothers Foods 
– Chris Neal, Not Just 
Cards – Candy Davies, 
Partnership Network 
Inc. - Greg Smith, 
Prime Data - Steve Falk, 
Shawn Nisbet, Shires 
Bakery, St. Andrew’s 
Golf  Club, Strath Craft 
- David Peel, Table for 2 
& More, The Auroran, 
The Bank of  Montreal 
- Geoff  Moore, The 
Banner, The Dr. Williams 
Administration, The Dr. 
Williams Arts Council, 
The Dr. Williams 
Caretaking Staff, The 
Dr. Williams Office 

Staff, The Dr. Williams 
Peer Mentors, The Dr. 
Williams Students’ 
Council, The Dr. Williams 
Teaching Staff, The Oaks, 
The Thursday Night Jam 
Groovestra, The Town 
of  Aurora, Tim Hortons 
- Yonge Street Aurora, 
Timberlane Athletic 
Club, Water Depot Aurora 
- Dave Reading, Westview 
Golf  Club, York Region 
District School Board, 
and York Regional Police.

The Planning Committee
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

6 Costly Mistakes to Avoid Before 
Buying a Home

Aurora- A new report has just been released which 
identifies the 6 most common and costly mistakes 
that homebuyers make before buying a home.

Mortgage regulations have changed significantly 
over the last few years, making your options wider 
than ever. Subtle changes in the way you approach 
mortgage shopping, and even small differences in 
the way you structure your mortgage, can save or 
cost you literally thousands of dollars and years of 
expense.

Whether you are about to buy your first home, or 
are planning to make a move to your next home, it is 
critical that you inform yourself about the factors

involved before you buy. In answer to this issue, 
Industry Insiders have prepared a FREE special 
report entitled "6 Things You Must Know Before You 
Buy".

Having the right information before hand can 
undoubtedly make a major difference in this critical 
negotiation.

To order a FREE Special Report, visit 
www.AuroraHomeBuyer.ca

Get your free special report NOW to find out what 
you need to know before you buy a home.

This report is courtesy of Andrew Fogliato - Sales Representative w/ RE/MAX York Group Realty Inc., Brokerage. 15004 Yonge Street, Aurora, 
Ontario. L4G 1M6. Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright © 2013

Advertorial

Fibromyalgia is reaching 
alarming levels and  
ineffective treatment is 
common.  If  you suffer 
from fibromyalgia you 
need to know poorly known 
facts about the condition in  
order to avoid years of   
pain and suffering.

You may be experiencing 
constant, unrelenting 
joint pain …  tender, achy 
spots all over your body…  
including your neck 
and upper back…   pain  
between your shoulder 
blades …  chronic fatigue 
…  and maybe constant or 
intermittent headaches.  
You can’t sleep at night and 
are  exhausted all day.  

You can’t even enjoy 
the simple things in life  
anymore, such as playing 
with your children.  Getting 
out of  bed everyday is an 
unbelievable challenge.

 Life has become 
unbearable... Your doctor 
does an exam... negative.  
He takes some  X-rays...
negative.  Does a few blood 
tests… negative.  Maybe 
even an MRI… negative.  

The doctor may tell 
you that you may have  
Fibromyalgia and may give 

you anti-inflammatories,  
pain relieving or 
muscle relaxing drugs. 
You may find that the  
approaches you try do not 
help or may even  make it 
feel worse. 

So you go back, again 
and again, and your doctor 
gives you different drugs 
to try to make you feel  
better.   

The doctor eventually 
may say... “I’ve done all  
I can do, you just need to 
learn to live with it...”

After  exhausting the  
list of  medications you may 
also be told it’s “all in your 
head” and they may even 
send you to a psychiatrist 
for anti-depressant drugs.

You may have gone 
through months, if  not 
years, of  grueling tests and 
drugs with horrible side  
effects.  

It is clear that sufferers 
need much more 
information on what 
Fibromyalgia really is 
and how they can help 
themselves.

There are other  
approaches, beyond the 
use of  drugs, that have  
safely and effectively 

helped many 
Fibromyalgia sufferers 
improve  their lives  
dramatically.

To help sufferers,   
a workshop is being offered  
to reveal effective ways  to 
feel better, increase energy, 
improve sleep and improve 
quality of  life.  The 
workshop is at no- charge as  
a community service. 

The workshop will be 
held on Wed May 22nd,  
7:30 pm - 9 pm at the King 
West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd Unit 10,  
Richmond Hill. Seating is 
limited.  

Call to make reser-
vations 877-334-2785.

Fibromyalgia 
Effective  Approaches for Lasting Relief  

There are other 
approaches, beyond 

the use of drugs, 
that have safely and  

effectively helped 
many Fibromyalgia 

sufferers  
feel better.

Advertorial

Drivers may have had to put up with a little extra traffic on Yonge Street on Satur-
day, but it was all for a good cause as people put on their cycling gear and hopped 
on the Big Bike for Heart and Stroke. Several teams took on the challenge riding 
south from St. Andrew’s Village plaza and looping around Park Place Manor be-
fore heading back to their starting point. Teams included entries from the Town of  
Aurora 150 Team (above) and (top) Willow Estates.

Auroran photos by David Falconer & Diane Buchanan

Maternity benefits important to top employers, says Council

fence about which option 
would be more effective.

“Whether or not that is 
best addressed by another 
member sitting at the 
Regional Council table or 
whether or not that is better 
addressed by allowing 
us alternates I think is 
really something for the 
Ministry of  Housing to look 
at,” he says. “At the very 
least, something needs to 
happen!”

That being said, he 
indicates he is leaning 
towards the second path. 

“At this point, there 
aren’t a whole lot of  people 
banging on our doors 
to put more people in 
government,” he says. “For 
an overall efficiency, I think 
just having an alternate 
would be the ideal solution. 

I just do not manage to get to 
all the [transit and planning] 
meetings because there is 
only so much time in the 
day. I read all the reports but 
that’s not the same as being 
there and getting all the 
presentations and having 
the discussions.”

With several attempts 
already to increase the 
number of  reps for towns 
such as Aurora, King and 
East Gwillimbury, why 
they think now might be 
the time to take another 
shot at it, Mayor Dawe says 
“the squeaky wheel gets the 
grease. 

“If  we keep going back 
to the Ministry and say 
we need changes here, I 
mean, goodness gracious, 
the members here in the 
provincial government are 
doing it with respect to the 
elected chair. They keep 

bringing it back.”
Considering the previous 

motions failed at Regional 
Council at the hands of  
other towns, however, it 
remains unclear whether 
persistence or unanimity 
will be the deciding factor at 
the end of  the day.

“Certainly when you 
look at the Northern 
Six – and Georgina has 
a substantially lower 
population than we do, but 
they have two reps – I think 
there is support there,” he 
says. “Whether or not there 
will be support from the 
southern three, I just don’t 
have the sense for that.”

From page 1

By Brock Weir

When it comes to 
maternity benefits, the better 
the deal the better the chance 
of  attracting and retaining 
good workers. 

But what if  these 
are benefits offered by a 
corporation that is largely 
funded by the taxpayers, such 
as a Town of  Aurora, where 
many residents do not enjoy 
the same benefits in their own 
workplaces?

This was a question 
grappled with by Councillors 
last week at the Committee 
level as they considered 
recommendations to provide 
a boost for maternity and 
parental leave.

According to Neil Garbe, 
Aurora’s CAO, adding 
additional benefits in these 
cases could cost the Town 
approximately $5,000 per year 
for a $20 million payroll and 
would go a long way in making 
municipal job opportunities 
more attractive to qualified 
individuals.

“It is a cost-effective 
enhancement that aligns well 
with the anticipated target 
audience from an attraction 
and retention perspective,” 
he said in a report to Council. 
“In addition, the policy will 
also assist to attract and retain 
high value female employees 
who now make up more than 
half  of  all post-secondary 
enrolment.”

It also helps, he added, 
in the Town’s aspirations to 
make the 2014 list of  the GTA’s 
top 100 employers. 

Councillors approved 
the recommendations at 
committee last week and 
they come forward for final 
approval by Council this 

week.
“This is $5,000 a year to be 

able to provide this service to 
our employees, and I think a 
fair question to ask around 
the table is what is the price of  
a good employee?” ventured 
Councillor Paul Pirri. “If  we 
can have a culture where we 
can foster good employees and 
people who want to be here 
and people who are happy to 
be here, will that ultimately 
help offset the $5,000 cost? I 
think so. 

“Maybe they are more 
willing to go the extra mile 
and make sure things are 
done, rather than saying 
it is halfway there. I think 
it is important we support 
our employees in a fiscally 
responsible manner.”

Also in agreement with 
the recommendation was 
Councillor Chris Ballard, 
who said he was “not afraid...
to strike out on a more 
progressive tone” in his 
support. 

“We’re not being asked to 
go out and commit a terribly 
large amount of  money...and 
I think it is important to make 
this gesture to our staff  who 
are exceptionally valuable,” 
he said. “We talk about the 
economic times and the 
unemployment issues today, 
but the real issue today and 
the increasing issue in the 
days ahead will be to attract 
and maintain skilled workers. 
If  this is an investment in 
retaining skilled workers, 
then I am certainly all for it.”

Others around the table 
weren’t quite as enthusiastic 
and pointed to what they felt 
was an inequity between 
what they are able to offer 
to Town employees versus 
what the average Aurora 

resident enjoys in their own 
workplaces.

“I think the government 
is quite generous in allowing 
women to take the time off  
to have a child and guarantee 
that her job won’t interfere 
with her coming back to work 
and her job will still be here,” 
said Councillor Evelyn Buck, 
noting having a child was a 
personal choice. “I think the 
rules we have now take very 
good care of  a person. I don’t 
think the taxpayers should 
be looking at this financial 
benefit to the people who are 
here and made the decision to 
have a child.”

Councillor Michael 
Thompson expressed 
similar sentiments. He 
said he believed it was an 
“appropriate goal” for Aurora  
to make the Top 100 list, but 
there are different ways to 
get there beyond financial 
incentives. These incentives 
could be the ability to work 
from home and greater 
flexibility in the workplace.

“I do have a concern 
because I do not necessarily 
see it as being equitable and 
fair to the residents of  Town,” 
he said. “StatsCan says with 
regards to this benefit, only 
one in five mothers receive it. I 
look at that statistic and it tells 
me that less than 20 per cent 
of  the residents of  Aurora 
receive this.

“We know we don’t give 
them a break on their taxes 
as they’re on maternity leave 
and yet we’re looking for 
them to be able to contribute 
to something they themselves 
do not enjoy, and that is the 
inequality between the two. If  
it was a common benefit that 
most people receive I would 
absolutely support it.”

Request follows King and East Gwillimbury
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130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

WANTED 
JUNIOR GOLFERS 

The Optimist club of Aurora will hold its 
6th Annual Optimist Junior Qualifying Golf Tournament

at 

14 - 15 Years 
16 - 18 Years

To register for the Optimist Club of Aurora 
Junior Golf Tournament, 

you may: 

• Call Greg at (905) 713-2570 
• by e-mail at gjway2@gmail.com

• go to the Aurora Optimist Club website 
www.auroraoptimist.com 

• applications are  also available at 
St. Andrews Valley Golf Club. 

10-11 Years 
12 - 13 Years 

St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club
 
 

All youth (boys and girls) aged 10-18 can compete. 
Age groups for competition are as follows:

in Aurora on Sunday May 26, 2013.

The registration deadline is May 24

Cost is $70 per golfer which includes 
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Council retains tighter grip on purchasing power
By Brock Weir

Councillors want to 
keep a closer eye on how 
public money is spent, 
following proposed changes 
to Aurora’s purchasing 
policies. 

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
set out last Tuesday on 
revisions to the Town’s 
guideline proposed bumping 
up the threshold staff  and 
departments can spend on 
previously budgeted items 
without having to come 
back to Council for further 
approval.

As it stands going into 
this week’s Council meeting, 
staff  must come back with 
a report to Councillors 
authorising them to spend 
anything more than 
$50,000. Staff  recommended 
increasing this to a $200,000 
limit, but Council opted to 
slash this in half.

“An increase in the 
threshold would reduce 
the time required to award 
a contract, which would 
provide a better service level 
to vendors and proponents,” 
said Town Clerk John 
Leach. “It would also 
enable the Town to respond 
more quickly to market 
conditions and be consistent 
with the threshold 
amounts in neighbouring 
municipalities.”

While Aurora stands 
at $50,000, Newmarket’s 
limit is capped at $250,000 
with Richmond Hill set at 
$500,000.

“The process to make 
an award would continue 
to be open, transparent, 

and accountable and 
consistently followed 
ensuring the best possible 
value for the Town’s 
purchasing dollar,” Mr. 
Leach continued. “The 
newly suggested threshold 
would apply as long as 
the recommended award 
is within the Council-
approved current budget for 
such a project.”

Councillors, however, 
largely disagreed, with some 
arguing it would diminish 
what they viewed as a 
crucial role of  the Town’s 
elected officials, with others 
agreeing that it would 
simply be good business 
practice to set a budget and 
let staff  do their jobs.

“Our role as Council 
is to maintain the 
financial integrity of  the 
municipality and to ensure 
accountability for the 
operations,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. “I 
feel like I am delegating 
a little bit of  my role and 
responsibility to staff. Staff  
do a great job and follow a 
great process, but I need a 
bit more of  a compelling 
argument of  turning that 
authority over to staff  than 
[simply] better service levels 
and responding to better 
market conditions.”

Councillor Evelyn Buck 
went one step further. She 
said if  this recommendation 
passed, Councillors run 
the risk of  losing sight of  
what projects are on the 
table and that extra step of  
Council approval needs to 
be maintained.

“Councillor Thompson 

says we’re delegating, but I 
think we’re surrendering,” 
she said. “I am not looking 
for more work to do, but 
I am not interested in 
surrendering the authority 
people have given us to keep 
a close eye on what is being 
done.”

Although Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes said she 
shared some of  the views 
expressed by Councillors 
Buck and Thompson, others 
such as Councillor Paul 
Pirri and Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe were supportive 
of  the recommendation. 
Councillor Pirri, for 
instance, said the role of  
Council is to set policy and 
direction moving forward 
as long as Council has 
the chance to approve the 
tenders before they are 
issued.

“I think it is fair that it 
shouldn’t have to come back 
to Council,” he said of  the 
responses to the tenders and 
staff’s recommendations 
on which bidder to pick. 
“We can do it in a much 
more efficient way and still 
maintain control of  what 
goes on in the municipality.”

He went on to 
recommend that the $200,000 
be reduced to $100,000 with 
the provision that this 
number rise on the rate of  
inflation. The current limit 
of  $50,000 has been on the 
books for the better part of  
15 years, they were told. 

Although the second 
half  of  his recommendation 
was nixed for the 
moment pending further 
information coming back 

Employees of the York Regional Police weren’t afraid to get their hands dirty and 
pick up trash around their Don Hillock Drive headquarters on Thursday in their “20 
Minute Makeover” initiative. Originally slated for Earth Day, the cleanup was post-
poned due to inclement weather, but when their rain date came around last week, 
it didn’t fare much better. Nevertheless, they bit the bullet and got it done.

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

from staff, $100,000 was the 
magic number approved.

“I don’t see this as 
surrendering authority to 
staff,” said Mayor Dawe. 
“I see that as delegating 
authority. In my opinion, the 
budget is exactly that. We set 
staff  to do things, whether 
it is buy a truck, salt, or 
electricity.”

From Councillor Buck’s 
perspective, however, that 
approach was all well and 
good if  one is the operator 
of  a private business, but the 
municipality is a different 
matter altogether. 

“You like that term 
‘delegate’ because you are 
a private business operator 

through and through and 
you are too old to change 
now,” she said to Mayor 
Dawe. “It is hard to get used 
to how long it takes to get 
things done in a bureaucracy, 
but it is an essential part of  

the bureaucratic process. It 
is our job, it is why people 
elected us.”

Mayor Dawe, on the other 
hand, said this is exactly 
how it works at the Regional 
level.

Three-year-old lawsuit heads to court this week
By Brock Weir

Former political foes 
are expected to face 
off  again, this time in 
court as a long-standing 
lawsuit between sitting 
Councillor Evelyn Buck, 
and fellow Councillors 
Wendy Gaertner and 
John Gallo, former 
mayor Phyllis Morris and 
council members Evelina 
MacEachern, Stephen 
Granger, and Al Wilson 
comes before the bench.

The lawsuit was 
launched in the fall of  2009 
and stems from public 
objections to posts made 
by Councillor Buck in 
her online blog which, 
they claimed, criticised 
municipal staff. 

The issue was aired 
in a public notice in 
local newspapers, titled 
“Statement from Town 
of  Aurora Council” 
explains Council retained 
“independent legal 
Counsel” to review the 
offending blog posts, legal 
advice which concluded 
the posts “contravened 
numerous provisions of  the 
Council Code of  Conduct, 
which included unfounded 
and completely unmerited 
public criticism of  staff  in 
a manner that unjustifiably 
maligned their 
professional competence 
and credibility.”

It went on to outline 
some of  the provisions 
contained within the Code 
of  Conduct, which was 
recently rescinded by the 
incumbent Council to 
be replaced with a more 

detailed Code of  Ethics later 
this spring, and requests 
made to Councillor Buck 
to apologise and retract her 
statements.

In her Statement of  
Claim, Councillor Buck 
claims damages of  $1 
million “for misfeasance 
in public office and abuse 
of  power, conspiracy, 
intentional infliction of  
mental suffering, injurious 
falsehood, breach of  
confidence and breach of  

privacy” with a further $1 
million for “infringement 
or breach [of  her] Charter 
Rights of  Freedoms,” 
a further $1 million in 
punitive damages, and 
$250,000 in aggravated 
damages.”

The defendants strongly 
deny the claim.

The statement goes on 
to underscore Councillor 
Buck’s “outspokenness” 
and also her 

Continued on page 13
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WANTED 
JUNIOR GOLFERS 

The Optimist club of Aurora will hold its 
6th Annual Optimist Junior Qualifying Golf Tournament

at 

14 - 15 Years 
16 - 18 Years

To register for the Optimist Club of Aurora 
Junior Golf Tournament, 

you may: 

• Call Greg at (905) 713-2570 
• by e-mail at gjway2@gmail.com

• go to the Aurora Optimist Club website 
www.auroraoptimist.com 

• applications are  also available at 
St. Andrews Valley Golf Club. 

10-11 Years 
12 - 13 Years 

St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club
 
 

All youth (boys and girls) aged 10-18 can compete. 
Age groups for competition are as follows:

in Aurora on Sunday May 26, 2013.

The registration deadline is May 24

Cost is $70 per golfer which includes 
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    0%  DEVICES OR COMPONENTS RESOLD
    0%  DEVICES OR COMPONENTS REUSED
    0%  E-WASTE TO LANDFILL
    0% TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
100% SECURE DATA DESTRUCTION

BESTPracticesRecycling

ELECTRONIC WASTE
RECYCLING EVENT

NO COST • NO DATA RISK

ARTEX recycles everything it accepts 
and guarantees secure destruction of 
information. No E-Waste is ever re-sold 
or ends up in local landfills or developing 
nations! 

What's Included?
Computers and peripherals (cables and 
cords), laptops, monitors, keyboards, 
copiers, VCRs, copier/fax machines, cell 
phones/pagers, printers, scanners, hard 
drives, TV, stereo and video equipment, 
shredders, home theatre systems, radios, 
telephones and more!

What’s NOT Included?
Household and kitchen appliances, 
refrigerators, stoves, ovens, microwaves, 
air conditioners, vacuums, toasters, 
blenders, etc.

Saturday, May 25
Bring all your unwanted or obsolete electronic devices to

9 SCANLON COURT
(Just o� of Industrial Parkway North, one block north of Wellington Street)

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Hosted by Mayor Dawe

ARTEX
Environmental Corp.

“Certified OES Primary Processor”
www.artexenvironmental.com
416.915.9052 ext.30 RECYCLEYOURELECTRONICS.ca

Evening Hours by Appointment Program
Are you a homeowner or contractor in need of a permit for a home 
renovation project? Can’t make it during regular business hours?  
The Town of Aurora is offering extended hours by appointment on: 

THURSDAY, MAY 16 
THURSDAY, JUNE 20 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
 
 
Book your appointment today for a quick, “one-stop-shop” permit process.  
Call 905-727-3123 ext. 4390, 4394 or 4388 or email building@aurora.ca  
Please call at least one day in advance. 

The Evening Hours by Appointment Program allows for review of projects that 
qualify under the Town’s Residential Express Permit Program. For information on 
projects that qualify, please visit www.aurora.ca/REPP  

Appointments take place at Aurora Town Hall 
Building Services department, 3rd floor

www.aurora.ca/buildingservices

Holiday Service Schedule
Victoria Day – Monday, May 20

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be CLOSED on Monday, May 20 for Victoria Day.  
Regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. will resume on Tuesday, May 21.

If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off box 24 hours a day 
outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in the boxes and remember to include your 
payment stub along with your payment. Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or 
through your bank’s online banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at www.paytickets.ca

The Aurora Public Library will be CLOSED  
on Monday, May 20. Regular business hours 
will resume on Tuesday, May 21.

For more information, please visit  
www.aurorapubliclibrary.ca  
or call 905-727-9494.

LIBRARY
Waste collection is NOT AFFECTED by the 
Victoria Day holiday.

For information on waste collection in Aurora, 
please consult your 2013 Community and 
Waste Management Calendar.

WASTE COLLECTION

Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex | 1400 Wellington Street East
Saturday, May 18  8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, May 19  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday, May 20  8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex | 135 Industrial Parkway North
Saturday, May 18  7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, May 19  7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday, May 20  8 a.m to 2 p.m.

For swimming, skating and Club Aurora fitness schedules, please visit  
www.aurora.ca/holidayrecreation

RECREATION CENTRES

As always, the Town will continue to provide 
essential and emergency services. 

For Town-related emergency situations, 
please call 905-727-1375 or 905-727-3123 
and follow the voice prompts. 

FOR ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES,  
CALL 9-1-1

EMERGENCY SERVICES

The Town of Aurora wishes you a safe and happy holiday!

MUNICIPAL OFFICE
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By Brock Weir

As a guitar-playing student at Dr. G.W. 
Williams Secondary School, recruiting 
students to come to gigs gave Ryan Webb 
an early taste of  one of  the fundamentals of  
the music industry – marketing! 

Taking the guitar class offered by the 
venerable high school, which celebrated 
its 125th anniversary over the weekend, the 
instrument connected him with people who 
shared the same passion for music, trading 
music, and building a firm base of  both 
friends and skills.

“We would share songs, and while I 
wasn’t actually in the school band, we 
would always promote [our own] around 
the school and get a lot of  students to come 
out to our shows,” he recalls. “There was a 
lot of  good marketing in those years.”

His parents were also a formative 
influence that when he found his niche 
they encouraged him to go out and learn 
everything about it – from song writing 
to production, eventually heading off  to 
Seneca College to study the same. By then, 
he was already well connected within the 
Aurora music scene, a regular face at The 
Arts, and well underway to becoming a 
triple and quadruple threat. 

It was there he met singer and guitarist 
Josef  Thomas and, along with Mr. Webb’s 
cousin, Taylor MacLean, they teamed up to 
form the indie band Hungry Lake, which is 
currently recording an album in Toronto. 
With Mr. Webb doubling as the sound 
engineer, they have brought on some help 
from John Switzer to play some bass on the 
tracks.

Mr. Switzer, a Juno-nominated producer, 
was an influential professor for them at 
Seneca College, along with Alfio Annibalini, 
who has come on board as their sound 
mixer, fresh off  of  working with Nelly 
Furtado, Big Sugar, and Kardinal Offishall.  

Hungry Lake itself  takes its name from 
the name of  an Ottawa-area lake from which 
Josef  writes a lot of  the songs. The name 
was already coined by him for a solo project 
and when the trio teamed up, it naturally 
flowed over to the expanded group.  

They recently took their chances, put 
their marketing skills to good use, and 

applied online for a gig at Toronto’s North 
by North East (NXNE) Festival, which 
brings together music, film and comedy at 
various venues around the city between 
June 10 and June 16. 

Attracting numerous bands from across 
Canada, the United States, South America, 
Europe, Asia and Australia, the fest is 
the Canadian counterpart to the hugely 
popular SXSW festival in the United States.

“The core of  the group is the three of  
us, but when we perform live we often get 
friends to play along with us to fill in the 
gaps on the instruments we don’t have, such 
as bass and lead guitar,” says Mr. Webb. “As 
far as the genre goes, the base is a kind of  
folk, but we put a rock and roll spin on top of  
that – kind of  like alternative space rock.”

While they aim to entertain, their 
lyrics also take a page out of  Bob Dylan’s 
playbook, marrying the words with words 
that can also represent a certain degree 
of  social conscience. According to Mr. 
Webb, that is Josef’s department and they 
often reflect his views on society, liberally 
sprinkled with commentary on Toronto-
based politics. 

“Our lyrics are at the core and that is 
what I find most important,” Mr. Webb 
explains. “Joe is more of  a throwback to the 
kind of  folk where it is more storytelling 
rather than throwing out random love 
songs. I usually hope people listen more to 
the lyrics, get a good vibe from the lyrics 
and maybe even learn. We have a couple of  
songs that are Bob Dylan-esque, but we also 
have love songs and feel-good songs.”

In the grand scheme of  things, Mr. Webb 
hopes he has a long career ahead of  him 
in the music recording industry, but he is 
already planning ahead in the event this 
doesn’t work.

“Recording is something I would like to 
do,” he said. “I know it is fairly unrealistic 
in this day in age, so I am starting to look at 
going back to school for horticulture. I have 
always loved gardening and growing plants, 
and the calmness that comes with it.”

But, given the fact they have a pretty 
significant gig just around the corner and 
an album getting ready to drop, it seems 
unlikely that retreating to a zen garden is in 
the cards any time soon.

Continued on page 25

Over 30 Authentic Lunch Specials 
*Starting At Only $5.99 a dish!

   5     LUNCH99$

        15229 Yonge St., (Just South of Wellington)

905-727-3101
www.moongarden.ca

*

BOXOFFICE 
MOVIES

box-office-movies.ca  302 Wellington St.E  905-713-1734

Extensive TV, 
Foreign, 

Docs & kids movies 
available

York Regions Best Movie Store
Huge copy depth on all 

New Releases DVD 
or blu ray

Musician Webb takes on the world in Toronto festival

New exhibitions showcase art,  
food, and health

By Brock Weir

The Aurora Historical 
Society is putting the 
finishing touches on three 
new exhibits, one on the 
“delicious” side which 
might cause a few tummy 
rumbles and another… 
well, for those whose 
stomachs might be a bit 
stronger.

The new exhibitions – 
“Delicious! 1940 – 1960”, 
“Medical Practices Caring 
for the Community”, 
and “Art at the Manor” 
open Saturday, May 18 
at Hilary House to mark 
International Museums 
Day.

All three have been 
labours of  love for the 
AHS’ Catherine Richards, 
Nicola Jago, and 
Alexandra Riccio.

First up is “Medical 
Practices: Caring for the 
Community”, a first-of-its-
kind exhibition created 
in collaboration with 
the AHS and Southlake 
Regional Health 
Centre showcasing the 
many antique medical 
implements which have 
a storied history with 
the Hillary family. These 
items, including brass 
double-headed syringes, 
medicine jars long since 
sealed by the hands of  
time containing trace 
amounts of  arsenic and 
cocaine – both perfectly 
reasonable medical 
treatments at the turn of  
the century – and saws 
that made fast work of  
many a local limb. They 

are displayed alongside 
their contemporary 
counterparts courtesy of  
the local hospital. 

“I really love the 
syringes,” said Ms. 
Richards, the AHS’ 
curator, of  her personal 
highlights of  the medical 
exhibition. “They are 
just so beautiful in the 
way they are shaped, the 
different materials and 
the craftsmanship and 
time that would have gone 
into making just a single 
syringe. 

“As for the Southlake 
material, I was really 
quite fascinated by the 
wound care. To me, that 
is something I had never 
heard, that there was 
such a specialist realm 
of  bandaging and wound 
management.”

Ms. Richards added 
she hopes people take 
away from the exhibition 
not just a comparison of  
health care from the 1860s  
through the turn of  the 
century right onto 2013, 
but also to have a renewed 
appreciation for the work 
Southlake does in the 

community. 
“They are just such 

an incredible facility 
and the services they 
provide and the reach into 
the community is just 
incredible.”

If  one starts their visit 
to Hillary House by first 
taking in the medical 
exhibition in the top floor 
exhibition space, moving 
back down to the second 
floor, visitors to the 
ballroom will encounter 
the work of  three different 
artists participating in 
the second annual Art at 
the Manor exhibition. 

This show brings 
together the work of  
the artists who came to 
Hillary House looking for 
inspiration. When artist 
Elena Yim visited the 
National Historic Site at 
the beginning of  spring 
to seek her inspiration, 
she found it in Old Dr. 
Hillary’s medicine chest, 
complete with vials of  
long-since-grey herbs 
and still pungent sulphur 
-based remedies. An artist 

Indie music group Hungry Lake featuring, from left, Aurora’s Ryan Webb, along 
with Josef Thomas and Taylor MacLean, will be part of Toronto’s North By Northeast 
(NXNE) Music Festival next month, with a gig at The Sister (1554 Queen St. W.) at 9 
p.m. on June 14.              Supplied photo
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BECAUSE YOU 
DESERVE IT...

HOCKLEYBEER.CAPURE. GENIUS.

BECAUSE YOU 
DESERVE IT...

HOCKLEYBEER.CAPURE. GENIUS. available at your local lcbo
hockleybeer.ca

pure.
genius.

Brokerage

L.H. LIND REALTY INC.

15105 Yonge St., Suite 100, Aurora

lenard@lhlindrealty.com
View virtual tour for most listings

@www.lhlindrealty.comFeature Properties
FOLLOW  US  ON  TWITTER: twitter.com/lhlindrealty

OR  bEcOmE  a  FaN ON FacEbOOk:  FacEbOOk.com/lhlindrealty 

aurora’s toP sales Producer 2012†
“Service with Professionalism” 905-841-0000 • 416-410-8223

Ontario’s only...
ISO 9001 : 2008 REgISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Jackie Martin
Salesperson

adaM lind
Salesperson

Mike lind
Salesperson

eva O’Sullivan
Salesperson

lenard lind 
Broker of

record/Owner

Feature Properties

call today for a “Free” Property evaluation!* 905-841-0000
†based on IMS Stats  Aurora Offices*Some conditions apply.

Quiet child-safe cres!  Large LR-DR combo with hrdwd floors!  New updated and  
upgraded kit with corian counters & big eat-in area!  Spacious family room! Main floor 
den!  Master with updated ensuite & walkin closet!  Prof. fin lower level!  Great backyard 
retreat with deck & pool!  Backs to trees! 

VALUE HERE! 4 BEDROOM! POOL!  1/2 ACRE! SHARON!

$729,000

Quiet court location! 2500 SF bungalow with approx. 5000 SF finished living space!  Open concept 
floor plan! Soaring 9 foot ceilings! Gleaming hardwood strip floors! Large living-dining  room com-
bination!  Huge modern eat-in centre island kitchen! Master with inviting ensuite and walk-in closet! 
Professionally finished lower level with 2 bedroom in-law – great two-family home!  Pool-sized 
professionally landscaped premium lot too!  

RICHMOND HILL BUNGALOW BEAUTY

$879,000

Sales Office at 15105 Yonge St., #100, Aurora, open Sat & Sun 1-4pm. 6 quality construct-
ed & elegantly upgraded estate homes from 4,450 SF to 5,670 SF, some w/main flr master!  
Gated privacy & much more!  Stone, stone & stucco or stone & brick exteriors!  Amazing 
attention to detail by renowned builder!  Builder finished basement 
quotable! 

“BLOOMINGTON HEIGHTS”! 1/2  ACRE LOTS! 

 From $2,400,000

Superb completely reno’d estate home in Aurora’s most sought-after estate community!  
Updated & upgraded “gourmet” centre island kit!  Sumptuous master w/enticing en-
suite!  Updated baths!  Knock-out prof. f inished walk-out bsmt!  Oasis backyard w/
pool with waterfall & hot tub and party room!  Sensational!

HUNTER’S GLEN 5200 SF GEM!  PICTURESQUE PRIVACY 3.5 ACRES!

$2,549,900

Gated exclusivity in Aurora’s Stonebridge! Loaded with upgrades. 9 foot ceilings!  Updated    
kitchen     with    quartz    stone    counters!   Ground    floor    master    with    5     piece    ensuite.   Bright      professionally  
finished walkout lower level with huge family room and 2 more bedrooms!  
Ensuites to all bedrooms! Backs to ravine!

4 BEDROOM END UNIT CONDO BUNGALOFT LINK!

$778,888

1st ad!  Your own “estate” majestically set high on the parcel with beautiful views!  Great centre 
island kit w/granite counter, big bkfst bar & open concept to spac. sunken fam rm!  Sundrenched 
solarium!  Main flr den!   Master w/sitting area, full ensuite & large w-in! “Unspoiled” walk-out lower 
level!  Oversized decks, DBL garage and oversized carport!   $1,228,888

60 ACRES!  4000 SF EXECUTIVE HOME!  MT. ALBERT!

STONEHAVEN “BEAUTY” WITH POOL!

$848,800

Quality “Heron” built 3500SF 4 bedroom executive home on professionally landscaped lot! Soaring 9 foot  
ceilings! Gleaming hrdwd strip floors!  Separate formal living room and dining room  Huge modern ceramic kitchen 
open to spacious family room, both overlooking pool! Main flr den!  Master w/his and hers walk-ins and inviting 5 
piece ensuite! Big secondary bedrooms! Child-safe court location and much more!

SHARON SHOWSTOPPER!  ½ ACRE, POOL & INLAW SUITE! 

$989,900

Have it all and bring your inlaws too!  Curb appeal & more!  Soaring 9 ft ceilings!  Gleaming hrdwd strip 
flrs!  Entertaining-sized LR & DR!  updated kitchen w/granite counters & big solarium eat-in area!  Spac. 
fam rm!  Above-grade sep. entrance 1 bdrm inlaw!  Master w/inviting ensuite & “his & hers” w-ins!  Prof.  
fin open concept bsmt too!  Oasis backyard w/pool & more!  5 car garage 
& loads of parking!  

Aurora’s gateway to the business core!  Attention owner occupiers & inves-
tors!  Exceptional quality medical and office use building with 16  parking  spots!   
Numerous uses!  Large reception and principal room sizes!  2 washrooms!  R5-18 
zoned! Why lease when you could own!

AURORA MEDICAL/OFFICE!  CENTURY CHARACTER & CHARM!

$999,999
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Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. © 2012 Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts. All rights reserved. 

w w w . w e l l s t l o f t s . c o m

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK.COM/WELLSTLOFTS

 easy access to Toronto. penthouses, all featuring your choice of   
 traditional or contemporary finishes.

Bring�More�Meaning�
to�“Home”room

.......Lofts�with�a�Touch�of�Class

• Up to $10,000 in Upgrades

• Flexible Deposit Structure

•  Free Rogers Installation 
& Services for 6 Months

See Listing Agent for Details. Brokers Protected with Personal Introduction.

Second World War veteran Eleanor Thomson was awarded the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Medal for her work in the armed forces. Since joining up as a young wom-
an, she has seen a sea change in the way women in the military are perceived and  
remains an active member both of the Toronto Scottish Regiment’s Regimental  
Association and the Aurora Legion.                  Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

Military women are received differently today, 
says Second World War vet 

By Brock Weir

Eleanor Thomson 
looks on in wonder at 
today’s women joining 
Canada’s armed forces.

Today, she observes, 
they are greeted as 
heroes, saluted for their 
bravery, and commended 
for their patriotism in 
serving one’s country. 

In her day, however, 
things were much 
different. 

She recalls a desire 
that was in her from a 
very early age to join the 
army after the outbreak 
of  the Second World 
War and do her bit for 
King and Country. Her 
mother would have none 
of  it until she finished 
high school, however, at 
the very least. 

With her grade 13 
marks in the books, 
there was no stopping 
her and the Humber 
Bay native set off  
for her calling, as a 
radio operator in the 
Canadian Army.

“Today they let 
girls be in the army in 
full force, not just the 
reserves,” she said. 
“This is a welcome 
change. When I came in, 
all of  our neighbours 
were in one of  two 
camps, like the entire 
civilian population. 
Half  of  them said, 
‘Oh, isn’t it wonderful, 
you’re so patriotic!’ 
But the other half  said, 

‘Ugh, no! Women in 
the army? That’s just 
disgusting. They were 
real snooty about it. 

“Nowadays, they 
say, ‘Oh, you served in 
the army, aren’t you 
wonderful!’ Nobody 
turns up their noses 
now and it is quite 
fascinating to watch.”

From her earliest 
days in the army, 
however, largely posted 
throughout the war on 
Canada’s west coast 
in bases in Vancouver 
and Prince Rupert, 
her aspirations to be a 
radio operator were cut 
short as they were fully 
stocked. With an eager 
young woman on their 
hands, they told her she 
would be most useful 
as a clerk typist and a 
stenographer, so she did 
what she was told, and 
she has no regrets.

“I have never been 
sorry because typing is 
an easy skill to carry 
around,” she says. 

Ms. Thomson might 
be modest in that 
regard. Her service to 
the Canadian military, 
not the least of  which 
can be attributed to 
her typing skills, have 
earned her the Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond 
Jubilee Medal. 

A mainstay and 
familiar face around 
the Aurora Branch of  
the Royal Canadian 
Legion and in military 

ceremonies throughout 
Town, Ms. Thomson 
was nominated for the 
medal by her home 
regiment, the Toronto 
Scottish Regiment 
(Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother’s Own) 
for her work with the 
National Council of  
Veterans Associations 
in Canada, the Royal 
Canadian Legion, and 
their own Regimental 
Association.

Already a recipient 
of  the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee Medal in 2002, 
she was heralded by the 
Regiment for her efforts 
in producing their three 
newsletters every year 
since 1984. 

She first tried her 
hand at producing 
these newsletters when 
they were still done on 
hectographs, a labour 
intensive transfer 
printing process, an 
ancestor of  what can 
be seen today in iron-
transfers and temporary 
tattoos. 

Needless to say, when 
she came on board, she 
put her skills – skills 
which she honed as 
an elementary school 
teacher as well – to good 
use, and has continued 
to do so ever since.

Finding herself  in 
the steno pool during 
the final days and in 
the aftermath of  the 
Second World War, one 
might think she missed 

her chance to be on 
the frontlines, but the 
frontlines came to her 
when she was tasked 
with interviewing 
Commonwealth and 
American prisoners 
who survived Japanese 
prisoner of  war camps.

“The stories they told 
were not stories, they 
were the truth,” she says 
of  the harrowing tales 
she transcribed. “They 
were all put in hospitals 
when they got back to 
gain a bit of  weight. 
You know how hospital 
gowns tie up in the back, 
but this one man from 
England was sitting in 
a hospital bed while I 
wrote down his story. 
He leaned forward to get 
himself  a cigarette from 

the side table and he had 
no buttocks, just bone 
sticking out and I nearly 
threw up on the spot.

“It was dreadful the 
treatment they received 
and you could see the 
result from some of  
them. The stories were 
pretty gruesome.”

Despite her efforts, 
and the efforts of  
thousands of  women 
during this time, when 
life started to get back 
to normal, they found 
that their services were 
no longer required. 
Eleanor went on to a 
long career teaching 
elementary school, 
primarily in Grade 
Four, but the desire to 
serve never left.

When the Govern-

ment opened up the 
doors to new recruits 
for the army reserves 
around 1952, she was 
more than eager to get 
back in, even if  it was 
only for a couple of  
nights a week. 

“Part of  it is the 
camaraderie and part 
of  it is we want to serve 
our country,” she says 
of  her desire to continue 
with the armed forces, 
the Legion, and the 
Toronto Scottish in 
particular. “I like doing 
the newsletter and 
keeping in touch with 
some of  the old boys. 
There are a lot of  fellas 
and girls I knew in the 
outfit and, just like 
anything else, you want 
to keep in touch.” 
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Get this FREE programmable thermostat.   
All you have to do is call!

This professionally installed Honeywell thermostat  
is one of the easiest ways to save energy in your home. 
Our professionals are in your area now – call today!

•	 Reduce energy use by up to 10%
•	 Easy touch screen control
•	 Online control of your thermostat

Call 1-866-323-0206 or visit www.PowerStream.ca/peaksaverPLUS

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca.  
Funded by the Ontario Power Authority and offered by PowerStream Inc.  
A mark of the Province of Ontario protected under Canadian trade-mark law. Used under sublicence.
OMOfficial Mark of the Ontario Power Authority. Used under licence.  
peaksaver PLUS® is a Registered Mark of Toronto Hydro Corporation. Used under licence. 
Must have central air conditioning in good working order to participate. Limited time offer.

PLUS you’ll receive this FREE  
In-Home Energy Display

This easy-to-use hand-held device instantly shows you  
how much energy your home and appliances are using.

Report puts price tag on Aurora’s 
natural features

By Brock Weir

Few would dispute 
the value trees and 
green space bring to the 
community.

They’re widely held 
as the “lungs” of  a busy, 
urbanised community, 
vital habitats for animals 
and places for people to 
relax and unwind. 

But however valuable 
these spaces are, advocates 
now have the dollars and 
cents figures to back them 
up. 

According to a report 
compiled by the Town of  
Aurora, the area’s forests, 
parks and wetlands are 
estimated to bring $7.4 
million annual value in 
terms of  the services they 
provide. 

“This is a significant 
value attributed to 
the protection of  
environmental features, 
reduction in greenhouse 
gases, and other ecological 
benefits,” said Jim Kyle in 
a report to Council. 

“Protection and 
investing in natural 
capital assets, along with 
the implementation of  
low-impact development 
standards, can yield 
s i g n i f i c a n t  o ve r a l l 
economic benefits to the 
Town of  Aurora. Residents 
rely on nature to sustain 
and improve the quality 
of  life enjoyed today and 
into the future or, put 
another way, preserving 
and enhancing natural 
capital assets will benefit 
Aurorans now and for 
generations to come.”

While the report had 

been previously debated 
by the Town’s economic 
development committee, 
Councillors decided last 
week to delay accepting the 
report until other advisory 
committees had a chance 
to look at it. Although 
formal acceptance has 
been delayed, they 
expressed support not just 
for its contents, but that 
there was now something 
concrete available for 
natural assets.

“I think it is a very 
exciting report,” said 
Councillor Chris Ballard. 
“When one asks what the 
purpose is of  a report 
like this, in my mind it is 
very simple. We attach an 
economic value to every 
decision we make around 
this table, whether it is 
buying a truck or selling 
a piece of  property. This 
is a very complex process 
and it simplifies decision-
making because it attaches 
an economic value to our 
natural assets and [will] 
allow us to more easily 
justify decisions future 
Councils will be making 
having this information at 
their fingertips.” 

Speaking in support of  
the document, Councillor 
Paul Pirri said one 
question he had was 
whether it would help 
determine how much 
money it would cost the 
municipality to “start 
from scratch” if  these 
assets weren’t already in 
place and, if  establishing 
these natural assets were 
not possible, measures 
that could be taken to have 
the same benefits. 

One example Mr. Kyle 
provided in response was 
a case in a New York State 
watershed. New York 
City, he said, examined 
the costs of  installing a 
complex water filtration 
system that would cost up 
to $8 million to build and 
a further $300 million in 
annual operations costs. 
One way to get around 
that was to look at natural 
systems in place, such 
as marshes, that would 
do the same thing. That 
would have cost as much 
as $1.5 million to protect 
the land to do the job with 
very minimal operations 
costs. 

“The same can be done 
here with this report,” 
said Mr. Kyle. “It looks 
at other ways to enhance 
what is already there and 
what is the best bang for 
your buck. It takes what 
we already have and puts a 
number behind it.”

One Councillor less 
enthusiastic about the 
report was Evelyn Buck. 
She said she believed the 
value of  natural assets was 
clear, but when it comes to 
economic value she thinks 
in terms of  dollars and 
cents, and that comes in as 
assessment value.

“I would be surprised 
if  anyone in Aurora 
wasn’t already aware of  
how wealthy they are in 
terms of  their natural 
assets, being on the Oak 
Ridges Moraine,” she said. 
“I think there might be 
very few small towns like 
Aurora that are as well 
off  as we are in terms of  
natural assets.”

Map in hand, brothers Mason and Mateo Mastracci were determined to stake out 
their very favourite spots in Merlin’s Hollow, eventually settling on the bridge over-
looking the small pond. Merlin’s Hollow, the famed garden of David and Dierdre 
Tomlinson opened its gates for their 2013 season this weekend, part of a Mother’s 
Day tradition. The gardens, located on Centre Crescent, are next open to the public 
Saturday, June 8, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

“commitment” to the job 
and the “highest standards 
of  political integrity 
and professionalism.” 
She claims that soon 
after their election, 
the previous Council 
became “dysfunctional 
and hostile” and she was 
“treated with contempt” 
and her positions were 
often shot down by the 
opposition. 

She also takes aim 
at the Code of  Conduct 
which, she claims, “was 
not intended to suppress 
dissent and stifle freedom 
of  expression and 
political debate, which are 
fundamental rights and 
constitutionally enshrined 
principles in a free and 
democratic society.”

She goes on to claim 
Council hired a lawyer to 
prepare a legal opinion 
on the Councillor’s 
blog and other forms 
of  communication to 
“advise if  the Plaintiff  
had contravened the Code 
of  Conduct.” The lawyer 
in question recommended 
a complaint be filed 
with the recently hired 
integrity commissioner, 
David Nitkin, and it was 
the complaint’s text which 
appeared in the public 
notice in question. 

The legal advice up 
until that point, Councillor 
Buck claims, was 
“maliciously published” 

and that Mr. Nitkin advised 
their complaint “was ill-
informed, incomplete 
and inappropriate.” 
The publication of  the 
statements, she argues, 
were “calculated to 
disparage [her] in her 
office, profession, or calling 
and thereby damage her 
personal and political 
reputation.”

She alleges that the 
statements were “meant 
and understood to mean” 
she was “incompetent”, 
“unfit to discharge her 
duties” as Councillor, 
“abused” senior staff, and 
“acted unlawfully.”

“The Plaintiff  states 
that the powers of  the 
Aurora politicians, as 
public officers, could only 
be exercised for the public 
good and not for ulterior 
or improper purposes,” 
reads Councillor Buck’s 
statement of  claim. “In 
breach of  their duty, 
the Aurora politicians, 
as public officers, acted 
with the intent to injure 
the Plaintiff  or with the 
knowledge that they were 
acting unlawfully and that 
harm to the plaintiff  would 
likely result, which it did.”

Both sides will have the 
opportunity to air their 
arguments in multiple 
days set out for hearings 
this week.  

Councillor Buck’s 
claims have not been 
proven in court.

From page 8

Fight stems from last Council
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11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555

RichmondHillSubaru.com
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17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2013/2014 REGISTRATION 

$530.00  Players born 1993 through 2007*
$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2013
$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2013
$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*First time registrants in Tyke born 2006/2007 must register in person 
& provide a copy of a birth certificate and proof of residency. It is 
recommended that 2007 players have either taken skating lessons or completed 
one year of Opti Hockey. 

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.

Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

The payment schedule is posted on the website.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to 
September 1, 2013.

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for 
AAA or any AMHA rep team. AMHA tryouts begin May 1, 2013.

Tryout Passports must be purchased prior to rep tryouts and can be purchased 
during the in-house registration dates. Please refer to our website 

www.auroraminorhockey.net  for Rep tryouts policies and schedule.

May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 (6 – 9 pm)
May 4, 11, 18, 25 (10 am – 1:00 pm)
AMHA Office at ACC1

In-House Registration dates: 

On-Line Registration begins: April 1, 2013* 

REGISTRATION fees for the 2013/2014 season are: 

REGISTER NOW!

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players

registered on or before June 30, 2013.
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants.

Aurora MinorHockey Association

A final word from Aurora Tiger Zack MacArthur
By Jeff Doner

The Auroran has been doing a series of  Q 
and A’s with some of  the Aurora Tigers Junior 
A players who are moving on to the next step in 
their hockey and academic careers. This week 
is bruising blue liner Zack MacArthur, who was 
brought in from Lindsay at the trade deadline to 
shore up the Tigers’ defence for the playoffs.

Born: Tottenham, ON (Now lives in London)
Age/birthday: Sept. 24, 1992 (20)
Seasons with Tigers: 1
Shoots: Left
Position: Defence 
Past hockey career: Started in Villanova, 

moved with the team to Orangeville and then got 
traded to Lindsay and traded again to Aurora.

Season Stats with Tigers: GP 37 – G 4 – A 
7 – PTS 11 – PIM 25

Best memory playing with Tigers? 
“Probably my fight against MacCormack 
[Whitby], just because I didn’t really know the 
guys that well, I had only been there for a few 
weeks. That really helped me gain confidence 
with the team.”

What’s on tap for next season? “I had an 
offer to go division 3, but I think I’m going to go 
out west and work for a year to make money to 
go to school here.”

What was it like playing against your old 
team, Lindsay, in the playoffs: “It was tough 
because I’m friends with a lot of  the guys, but 
obviously when you’re in a playoff  atmosphere 
you can’t really be friends with anybody on the 
ice. I knew they were coming after me and if  
they pushed me it would get me out of  the game. 
It was tough for sure. They played well. I billeted 
with Tanner Davis [Lindsay goalie] when I was 
with them.” Davis stole the series for Lindsay.

Hobbies? “I go to the gym every day. That’s 
just something I look forward to. I golf  in the 
summer and still get on the ice a couple times a 
week for fun.”

Favourite movie? Anchorman.
Favourite sports movie? The Mighty 

Ducks.
On your iPod? “I listen to everything – a lot 

of  house and metal. Those are pretty much my 
two, but kind of  a weird mix. I’ve always been a 
pretty big Metallica fan.”

Favourite hockey team and why? “New 
Jersey Devils. When I was growing up I always 
liked to watch Scott Stevens. They’ve always 
kind of  been my team because of  him.”

Who will win the Stanley Cup this year? 
“Pittsburgh Penguins. I don’t think anyone 
can beat them – Chicago did well this year, 
but Pittsburgh just seems too stacked when 
everyone is healthy. Even with Crosby out of  the 
lineup in game one they won 5 – 0 and there was 
a bunch of  a different guys putting points up. 
They’re just too deep to lose.”

Favourite NHL player: “Scott Stevens 
for sure is my all-time favourite player. I enjoy 
watching Colton Orr.”

Which super hero would you want to be, 
why? “The Hulk, just because he’s a beast and 
nobody can really touch him. Spiderman? No, I 
just think running around shooting webs would 
get boring after a while.”

Who is your hero/idol/role model? “My 
cousin, Adam MacArthur. He played in the OHL 
[Barrie and Windsor] for a few years, so having 

him playing there when I was growing up gave 
me something to strive towards for sure. Having 
him there and me trying to make AAA, it 
definitely motivated me to work a little harder.”

Best thing about playing for the Tigers? 
“Split between the coaching staff  and how well 
we got treated. I had never had coaches like the 
ones we had there. JR knew so much and he was 
definitely the best coach I had in the OJHL while 
I was there. Anything we needed, they were 
always there to help us. I couldn’t have asked for 
anything more.”

What will you miss about it? “Whenever 
I think about Jr. A, I’m going to think about my 
time with the Tigers just because it was that 
good. As far as the game in Jr. A, I’m going to 
miss the competitiveness and being on the ice 
every day doing what I love to do.”

Who is the funniest guy on the team? 
Any prank stories? “Brett Sinclair was pretty 
funny. He always made me laugh. He could sit 
there with a stare on his face when someone was 
doing a speech or talking and he would make us 
laugh. He was just one of  those guys that could 
make people laugh. There was a lot of  guys like 
that on the team though – it was a good group of  
guys.”

What type of hockey player are you, 
what are you known for? “When I started off  
in the league, I was just a hitting, grinding player, 
but I slowly started to turn into a little more 
offensive defenceman. Then I focused more on 
being a defencive defenceman in Aurora.”

Best accomplishment on and off the 
ice? “On the ice, I would say just making Jr. A. 
Growing up I just played single A hockey and 
could never make the AAA team – first year of  
major midget was the first year I made AAA. 
Obviously going into that year I never thought 
I would play Jr. A. Just playing in the OJHL for 
three years was my biggest accomplishment on 
the ice. Off  the ice, it’s still hockey related but, my 
whole life I’ve played ball hockey in the summer 
and I got scouted to play in the Czech Republic 
with the under 20 team Canada last summer.”

Are you superstitious? “I would say no, 
but obviously there are some things I do as 
part of  a routine before the game, but if  I screw 
something up as part of  my routine before the 
game it’s not the end of  the world, I get over it 
pretty quick.”

Stance on fighting in hockey: “I like it. I 
think other than scoring a goal, you can’t really 
get your team going better than you can if  there’s 
a good fight, especially if  you’re down by a goal 
in a game or if  the team is losing momentum. If  
somebody steps up, it gets the guys going.”

Should all NHL players be made to wear 
visors? “I would wear one, but I also think it’s a 
personal decision. I also understand for fighters 
in the NHL you don’t want to wear one because 
the guy punching you is going cut his hand on 
the visor and the guy wearing the visor is going 
to get a cut on his nose.”

If you were GM of Team Canada, who 
would be your top forward, defenceman 
and goalie? “Top forward is Sidney Crosby. 
Defenceman, probably Drew Doughty, because 
he is from London and he’s good obviously. 
Goalie, I would have said Brodeur for a long 
time, but he’s getting older, I’d probably go with 
Carey Price, Luongo is too up and down.”.

Aurora Tiger Zack MacArthur is not averse to a scuffle or two on the ice, as seen 
above duking it out with Spencer MacCormack of the Whitby Fury in February.

Photo by Brian Watts/OJHL Images
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Nancy Olmsted 

Nancy focuses on providing safe and effective exercise and fitness programs designed by a 
healthcare professional to minimize the risk of injury. 

Whether you are a weekend warrior, an avid golfer or a cyclist enjoying this beautiful countryside 
in Aurora, she has the knowledge and expertise to guide you through the proper exerise program 
based on your age, your goals and your current fitness levels. 

Better yet, the exercise program that she will design for you should be covered by your extended 
health benefits. She also very much enjoys treating seniors to improve their quality of life whether it 
is recovering from a joint replacement or maintaining independent living. 

Call Nancy on your road to recovery or to prevent unnecessary injuries!

is pleased and privileged to be a 
new member of the Aurora 
community and is excited to provide 
Home Care Physiotherapy Services 
to the Aurora, King and Newmarket area. 

Nancy comes with a wealth of 
knowledge and expertise with over 
19 years of physiotherapy 
experience, including a 
Masters Degree in Rehabilitation. 

She is a two-time Olympic athlete 
and is motivated to provide exceptional 
care to clients of all ages. 

Contact Nancy, registered physiotherapist, at 416-575-2020 
nancy@olmphysio.ca

FREE, No obligation classroom trial offer.

Jerry Collins, owner/operator

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Play and live tobacco free, say students
By Jeff Doner

Local high school 
students have a clear 
message – play, live, 
tobacco free. 

That message was loud 
and clear at the Aurora 
Youth Soccer Club (AYSC) 
last Thursday, where 
winners of  a multimedia 
contest had their videos 
and print ads showcased.

Louise Dyer, promo-
tions and sponsorship 
coordinator at the AYSC, 
said the program is meant 
to promote healthier 
living within youth in the 
community.

Cameron Richard, Alex 
Scott and Ali Perciballi 
were the student volunteers 
for the AYSC who helped 
get the program running 
and recruit participants. 
Students had to produce 
a video and/or print ad 
targeted toward youth 
against using tobacco 
products.

To help with funding 
for the program, the AYSC 
applied for and received 
a grant from The Central 
East Tobacco Control Area 

Network.
Matthew Watt, an AYSC 

employee and one of  the 
youth organizers of  the 
project, said students were 
given free rein on how they 
wanted to approach the 
topic.

“Judging was based on 
creativity, presentation, 
and thematic resonance,” 
said Watt. “Our grand 
prize winner was arguably 
the most polished and 
most persuasive. The 
second place submission 
used sports and humor 
to be relatable to 
teens. Third place was 
both shocking and a 
technically impressive 
Photoshop piece and all 
three conveyed a unique 
message about the hazards 
of  smoking.”

Patricia Teasco, a Grade 
9 student at Newmarket’s 
Sacred Heart Catholic High 
School, won a new iPad for 
her first place video.

“The theme was 
inspired by a project that 
I had done before,” Teasco 
said after her video was 
played in front of  an 
audience. “Last year in 

grade eight I did an anti-
tobacco project, but this 
year I decided to take it to 
the next level. That was a 
project involving actors 
and filming and that’s not 
really what I do.

“On YouTube, I 
discovered this new trend 
called, ‘draw my life’ and 
it’s just basically drawing 
on a whiteboard and 
taking a video and talking 
with a voiceover in the 
background. I used that 
idea and instead of  drawing 
my life, I drew the life of  a 
teen smoking tobacco and 
all the consequences of  it.”

The poetry in the video 
was a mashup of  different 
poems that Teasco found 
and mixed with her own 
writing.

Second place winner 
was Grade 12 Sir William 
Mulock High School 
students Ryan Harley, Juan 
Rincon-Restrepo, Malcolm 
McNish and Kheang Taing, 
who each won a $100 Best 
Buy gift certificate.

This group tackled the 
dangers of  using tobacco 
products and how they 
affect those striving to be 

athletes.
“The idea was to find 

kids in our school that 
use tobacco products and 
play sports and we wanted 
to figure out why they 
were doing it and get the 
message across that it’s not 
safe for them and they are 
risking their health and 
lives,” said Harley. “That 
was our main message that 
we wanted to get across.”

This group’s print ad 
was a great representation 
of  the negative effects of  
tobacco on athletes, with a 
blurred image of  athletes 
and the message, “Don’t 
Let Your Dreams Fade 
Away.”

In third place was 
another grade 12 group 
from Mulock High who 
submitted both a video and 
images of  a rapidly aging 
woman holding a cigarette.

Mykayla MacNamara, 
Jenna Centra, Rachel 
Ashbourne and Kristen 
Lucas were the concept 
creators and artists behind 

it.
“When we found out 

that it had to be directed 
toward teens, even though 
we made it for the Aurora 
Youth Soccer Club, we 
wanted to gear it towards 
what teens would be able to 
relate to in general, rather 
than just the ones who play 
sports,” said MacNamara.

“We found that it 
was really easy to target 
girls who start smoking, 
because we understand 
them. We targeted the 
visual appeal of  smoking 
and how it really isn’t as 
glamorous as it seems.”

By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Barbarians 
senior women’s rugby 
team kicked off  the 2013 
season in spectacular 
fashion, defeating the 
Yeomen Lions 34 – 22 at 
home Saturday.

“It was our first game 
and we won, which was 
a positive start to the 
season,” said Gill Hall, 
team director and player 
on the Barbarians. “It was 
kind of  a scrappy game, 
the first game of  the 
season, we were taking 
some rust off  from the 
offseason and we get some 
new girls every year, so it 
was a little bit of  a messy 
game. There are definitely 
some things to work and 
improve on.”

With their first win of  
the season under their 
belts, Hall said the team 
is looking to keep up their 
winning ways, dating 
back to last season.

 “We won the OWL 
[Ontario Women’s 

League] final last year, 
so we were the league 
champions and then we 
went on to win the playoffs 
and the final there, so 
we’re coming off  an 
undefeated season. Now 
that it’s the beginning 
of  the season again…we 
wanted to come out and 
keep that streak alive.”

With the self-imposed 
pressure of  trying to 
continue a perfect record, 
Hall said there are some 
glaring things that will 
need to be ironed out as 
the season continues.

“Our team is a 
relatively young team, so 
a lot of  our girls have been 
away at school for most of  
the year.”

However, most of  last 
season’s championship 
squad has returned 
this season, giving 
them an important 
level of  leadership and 
experience.

With no games 
scheduled for the long 
weekend, the next game 

for the women will be 
against the Toronto 
Scottish at 2.30 on May 25 
at the Stephen Leacock 
Collegiate Institute.

The senior men’s team, 
however, did not fare as 
well as the women in 
their season opener on 
Saturday.

Sending two sides to 
Stoney Creek to kick off  
the Marshall Premiership 
season, the men came 
back with split results.

“The first team was 
strong in the first half  
leading the Creek, but 
eventually fell 41 – 17,” 
said Leighton Chong, 
senior men’s director. 

Tries were scored by 
Jon West, Mike Neely and 
Nolan Ott. West converted 
one try.

The seconds, filled with 
many of  our graduating 
under 18’s, came away 
with the win, outscoring 
the Creek 21 – 12. Tries 
were scored by Connor 
Libby, Mike Griffiths and 
Ciaran McSwiggan, with 

James Hulbert converting 
the three.

Despite some mixed 
results, Leighton was 
happy with the way his 
squad played.

“It was a great start 
to the season and the 
coaches are seeing great 
promise in the team,” he 
said, adding that the team 
has practices on Tuesday 
and Thursday to sort 
things out before their 
next game against the 
Ajax Wanderers on May 
25.

Barbarians open season with two weekend games

Louise Dyer (AYSC), Ali Perciballi (youth volunteer), Mykayla MacNamara, Jenna 
Centra, Patricia Teasco, Ryan Harley and Matthew Watt.     

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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A name you know...people you trust!

FOR SALESOLD A name you know...
people you trust!

Direct: 905-727-1961
info@susancowen.com

Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

York Group 

Top 1% in Canada
www.SusanCowen.com

Continually 
Referred! York Group 

Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

Direct: 905-727-1961 info@susancowen.com www.susancowen.com

Top 1% in Canada

END UNIT TOWNHOME LOADED WITH UPDATES

Loaded With Updates & Stunning 1-Of-A-Kind Backyard! 3640 Sq. Ft. 
Kitchen with W/O To Incredible Flagstone Deck - Like an Elevated Patio! 
Gorgeous Reno’d Baths, Lrg Bdrms. Finished Open Concept W/O Bsmt 
Features Rec Room, Bdrm, Hobby Rm & 3 Piece Bath. Salt Water Pool 
and a Hot Tub Anchor the Stunning Backyard Oasis! $975,000

End Unit Town Features High Ceilings & Loaded With Sunlight! Sit-
uated On Quiet Circle Within Short Walking Distance To Public Tran-
sit & Other Amenities. Open Concept Liv & Din Rm, Spacious Eat In 
Kitchen, Bright Rec Room With W/O To Fully Fenced Yard (Perfect For 
Home Gym). Garage Access. 3 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath! $434,900

Residents cite safety concerns in opposing west Aurora trail link
By Brock Weir

A proposed trail route 
to connect the east and 
west portions of  the Oak 
Ridges Moraine Trail 
in the Yonge Street and 
Bloomington Road area 
has raised objections 
from neighbouring 
residents.

Residents on 
Championship Circle, 
near Ridge Road, in 
the Town’s southwest 
corner, were on hand 
at last week’s General 
Committee meeting 
expressing their 
objections to the planned 
trail link which would re-
route trail and bike traffic 
westward from Yonge 
Street into the vicinity of  
their neighbourhoods. 

Their criticisms 
included concerns for 
both safety and the 
environment.

“My concern is not 

with the trails system in 
general – and I think they 
are great for residential 
areas – but [these 
concerns are] for this 
particular segment in 
particular,” said resident 
Bob Hakeem. “It is 
adjacent to my property, I 
have very young kids, and 
where it enters into the 
residential area is right 
off  Yonge Street. It is 
not an intersection, it is 
not connected to another 
residential area, and my 
concern is just who is 
going to be in that trail 
area. My home would 
be about 6.5 feet away 
from [where the trail is 
planned.]

“It is right in the 
middle of  nowhere and it 
has absolutely no purpose 
being there.”

This view was 
backed up by neighbour 
Alexandre Roger. He too 
has young children and 

while he said there would 
be “nothing better” than 
taking the kids out onto a 
trail near their home and 
go hiking into the woods, 
the Yonge Street entrance 
was a primary concern. 

“The trail has been 
identified in the trails 
master plan,” explained 
Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and 
Recreation. “It is the 
extension of  the Oak 
Ridges Moraine trail 
and the committee’s 
preference is to keep 
the trails off-road. 
The Trails Master 
Plan also identified 
the requirement of  an 
underpass at this location 
under Yonge Street to 
cross the five lanes and 
move the trail eastward 
through Beacon Hall and 
ultimately connecting 
it in the eastern part of  
town.”

Mr. Downey conceded 

if  it comes to fruition 
it will be an “extremely 
long” underpass but there 
is no way of  crossing the 
street there at grade. 

Councillor Chris 
Ballard, vice-chair 
of  Aurora’s trails 
committee, said while 
the ultimate goal of  the 
committee is to have an 
underpass, they are also 
looking at the possibility 
of  having a signalized 
crossing at Ridge Road, 
but it is still “early days”. 

With the number of  
residents who came out 
in support of  their fellow 
neighbours’ concerns – 
eleven in total were in 
attendance at last week’s 
General Committee 
meeting – Councillors 
considered sending the 
recommendation back 
to the committee and 
providing further time 
for residents to make 
their case to the trails 

People should be able to donate money to improve trails, say advocates
By Brock Weir

Residents should be able to donate their own money 
to help secure, preserve and maintain trails in Aurora 
they hold close to their heart, say advocates.

It is not a new concept, and one which has been floated 
at Town Hall several times in the past, but members of  
Aurora’s Trails and Active Transportation Advisory 
Committee and members of  Council remain at odds 
on how such a donation account can be established.

The issue was brought forward once again to 
Councillors at last week’s General Committee meeting 
when they received a recommendation from the Trails 
Committee to put one in place.

They recommended that Council establish 
the account to receive public donations for trails 
infrastructure, prepare all the necessary paperwork – 
including donor information – as early as this summer. 

By the time that recommendation got to Council, 
the pitfalls of  establishing such an account were once 
again sounded by Town Treasurer Dan Elliott.

“This direction actually arose last summer and 
I suppose in some ways I pre-empted the committee 
discussions by bringing a report back to Council,” 
he said. “My concerns remain that there needs to be 
thorough control of  the marketing and development 
of  the donation campaign, its purposes and who it is 
that is actually going to be making such solicitations.

“I had no trouble with establishing a donation 
account to capture donations that are made for trails, 
however…if  you have another arm of  the organization 
reaching out and soliciting additional donations for 
trails, to me it becomes a little more conflicting to 
residents.”

Saying he did not hear a “ringing endorsement” 
from Mr. Elliott, Councillor Thompson said he could 
not vote in favour of  the recommendation without it. 
Councillor Paul Pirri said he too had misgivings about 
the recommendation because establishing the fund 
before clear rules and parameters are determined on 
its governance was premature. 

“It is not our function to solicit donations for a 

fund,” said Councillor Evelyn Buck. “We are tax 
collectors and the two cannot be compatible with one 
another.”

Councillor Chris Ballard questioned, however, 
whether the Town can issue tax receipts for the 
donations it takes in on behalf  of  the Aurora 
Community Arboretum. Mr. Elliott said the Town 
did indeed issue such receipts for donations made to 
contribute to the green space, but while Councillor 
Pirri argued there was a significant difference between 
taking in donations on behalf  of  a third party versus 
donations for a municipal initiative such as trails, 
others suggested establishing a third party might be 
the route to go.

“Maybe the proper step is a Friends of  the Aurora 
Trails System,” said Councillor Thompson. “You see 
it sometimes with libraries and museums and maybe 
that is the appropriate steps.”

Added Councillor Ballard, “Perhaps what we 
should do is take this one back and refer it to the 
Trails Committee and invite the director to sit down 
with them so that the Committee can get a better 
understanding of  what the concerns are. 

“Maybe it does call for the establishment of  a third 
party that is in line with the Town in as much a way 
as the Arboretum is. I would hate just to kill this [idea] 
tonight.”

group. 
Although some, such 

as Councillor Michael 
Thompson, conceded 
that the morning 
trail meetings might 
be a challenge for 
some to attend, other 
opportunities might be 
available as well.

“It would be fair to give 
notice to all the properties 
that are going to be 
affected,” said Councillor 
John Abel. “They should 
have the opportunity to 
come forward.”

For Councillor Ballard, 
however, while he said the 
Trails Committee would 
have no objections to 
hearing from neighbours 
in this area, he stressed 

this was a long-term 
vision and not something 
that is going to pop up in 
their back yards in the 
next year or two.

“This is about the 
long-term vision for the 
trails system throughout 
all Aurora and making 
sure that the property 
is put aside [until] it is 
feasible and practicable 
to build sections of  the 
trail,” he said. “If  we say 
no to this, and we say no 
to other trails, there is 
no second chance 20, 30, 
40, or 50 years from now. 
It is the Committee’s 
strong belief  that it is 
[important] we make sure 
the right property is put 
aside.”
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Brian & Sue Feddema
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at

camp!
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It’s always fun at Northern Karate!

SUMMER 2013 
CAMP BLACK BELT 
REGISTRATION ONGOING 

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS 

905-726-8886
FUN-FITNESS-FRIENDSHIP 

MARTIAL ARTS AND LIFE SKILLS 

Aurora Shopping Centre (Staples & NoFrills Plaza) 
14800 Yonge Street, AURORA

summer camp
GYM -      60 to 90 mins 
                           of gymnastics twice per day

FUN -       other indoor activities & games 
                           in our fully air-conditioned facility

SWIM - campers swim 3x per week 
                           at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex

SUN -       daily visits to the playground 
                           across the street

FULL DAY 9 am to 5 pm 

HALF DAY AM or PM
                        options available

226 Industrial Parkway North    Unit 6   Aurora   Ontario  L4G 4C3  

905.726.2001 Like us on facebook

Thank You For  
Supporting  

The Auroran 
 Registration Guide  
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Courses Starting:

905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!

May 26 - 4 Sundays
June 18 - 21, 4 Days

ABIBABA SALESABIBABA SALESABIBABA SALES

$450$$450450

$850850850$$850850

MON-FRI 10am-8pm SAT 10am-5pm SUNDAY CLOSED

NEWMARKET LOCATION:
17315 Yonge St.  905-954-0305

110cc ATV 110DB

125cc ATV 125HM

110cc, four stroke, 
automatic with
foot brake

125cc, four stroke,
automatic with
electric start

***FREE HELMET WITH PURCHASE***
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Linda Stephens, Sales Representative  •  Main Street Realty Ltd., 150 Main Street S., Newmarket
Office: 905-853-5550  •  Call/Text Direct: 289-221-5999  •  www.mainstreetrealtyltd.com

•  FREE Home Market Evaluation!
•  Flexible Commission Packages!*
•  FREE Home Staging Consultation!*
•  $500.00 'Cash Back' to closing costs!*
if listed prior to June 30th *Some Conditions Apply. Inquire.
Not intended to solicit individuals under contract

"Call me first when selling/buying your home"!

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

I am writing this 
column very early on a 
rather dreary Saturday 
morning.  

After nearly 10 days 
of  glorious sunshine and 
warm days, it is a bit of  a 
letdown to return to cold 
wet and gray, and I fear 
it has affected my mood 
and hence my topic of  
discussion this week.  

I am gloomy and glum 
of  countenance and frame 
of  mind.  And reading 
the national newspapers 
this morning, of  course, 
did not help.  Scandal. 
Disasters. Tragedy.  Even 
the full page story on 
famous mothers had an 
entire section devoted 
to examples of  “bad 
mothers” both real and 
fictional.  Sigh.  Couldn’t 
there be one story with 
an entirely positive focus? 
Can’t we even leave mum 
alone? On Mother’s day??

 As an aside, I wish 
our major newspapers 
would take a page out of  
the books of  local papers, 
such as The Auroran, that 
make a sincere effort to 
report the good along with 
the bad and/or salacious 
or at least affect a balance 
of  sorts.  Unrelenting 
reports of  misery and 
despair are not the only 
form of  news that the 
populace requires –a few 
“feel good” stories would 
be appreciated once in a 
while. 

I would think we 
are well past the “if  it 
bleeds it leads”  style of  
journalism.  But perhaps 
that is mere naïveté on my 
part.  Prurient interest 
in calamity and tragedy 
does seem to prevail.  As 
does a kind of  collective 
sense of  schadenfreude – 
or joy in the misfortune 
of  others.  Why else are 
we constantly bombarded 
with stories of  “fallen” 
movie stars, and leaders? 

Nowhere is this more 
pronounced than in the 
political realm.  

Reporters seem to 
relish in uncovering the 
peccadilloes – small and 
large – of  our political 
leaders and splashing 
them across our TV 
screens and newspapers.   
I don’t think you’d be 
able to find one paper, 
anywhere, on even one day 
that is completely devoid 
of  stories of  political 
shenanigans.   

Allegations get front 
page, the more scandalous 
the better.  Retractions or 
findings of  innocence – if  
they are reported at all 
– are relegated to a back 
page of  course.   They’ve 
already moved on to the 
next scandal.

My heart does not 
bleed for our political 
leaders, though, as they 
do themselves no favours, 
of  course. 

As I have stated 
previously, they are a 
much maligned lot, and 

justifiably so for the most 
part.  Case in point - a 
quick scan of  the papers 
this past week revealed 
reports of  an ongoing 
Conflict of  Interest case, 
potential fraud allegations 
against members of  the 
Senate, kick backs to local 
mayors and councillors 
and an arrest of  a former 
mayor on charges of  
gangsterism! I had never 
even heard of  that charge 
before, and certainly not 
used in the context of  a 
politician.  

The former mayor of  
Laval has been charged 
with (allegedly) using 
intimidation and violence 
to achieve his goals – 
which apparently was to 
get more money.

But our political 
leaders don’t really need 
the assistance of  the 
media to do damage to 
themselves, they are quite 
adept at doing it all by 
themselves.   For example, 
the seemingly unending 
cavalcade of  nasty, 
negative ads that lower 
the public’s estimation of  
politicians to near rock- 
bottom levels. 

The pundits say that 
negative political ads 
work – and I would assume 
that they must, or they 
wouldn’t bother wasting 
millions of  campaign 
dollars in their creation.  
They don’t always work 
of  course. The recent ads 
about newly crowned 
Liberal leader Justin 
Trudeau have created 
a bit of  a backlash and 
most famously, the ad 
that seemed to mock 
Jean Chretien’s partial 
facial paralysis backfired 
colossally, arguably 
handing the federal 
Liberals an electoral 
victory.

Nasty attack ads and 
negative news stories 
have shaken the general 
public’s confidence in 
those who govern and 
their ability to govern 
responsibly.   If  electoral 
participation rates are 
any indication – just 30 
plus percent in our most 
recent municipal election 
for example – the public 
has become disenchanted 

Beavers and scouts learn firsthand that being 
different isn’t a bad thing

By Brock Weir

When Aurora’s 44 Beaver Scouts and Cub Scouts 
recently did an activity where crawling was required, 
young Daniel Neville-Lake stood out a bit from the 
crowd. 

While the kids around him were down on all fours, 
he was just a little bit closer to the ground as if  he 
was doing a military-style manoeuvre. He had keenly 
observed his little brother, Harrison, 2, crawling in the 
same way and he believed this to be the norm. After 
seeing the others, however, he started to question why 
Harry crawled the way he did – and their lesson was 
something their parents wanted to share with the wider 
group.

Harry has significant challenges with his arms. He 
was born in 2010 missing a thumb and part of  a radial 
bone on his right arm, as well as a non-functional 
thumb on his right hand.

Shortly after his birth, the family were referred to 
the Hospital for Sick Children due to other difficulties 
surrounding the birth, and there they went to their 
plastic clinic to see if  they could do anything to help 
with his limbs. 

While there, the occupational therapist suggested 
they contact War Amps to see if  they could help them in 
any way. He was readily accepted into their War Amps 
CHAMPS programs for young amputees and the group 
put them in contact with other families in similar 
circumstances.

It is through the War Amps that this particular 
CHAMP was teamed up with CHAMP graduate Tiffany 
McCormack, 26, to teach Daniel and his fellow Beavers 
and Cubs about amputations. 

“[Daniel] didn’t realise there was anything different 
about Harry,” says their mother, Jennifer Neville. “He 
was just his younger brother, four and a half  years 
apart. [After they crawled] Daniel asked me, ‘Why does 
Harry crawl differently?’ and I explained it is because 
Harrison can’t do that and that is how he figured out 
how to do it.

“He started hitching up his brother’s pants getting 
him to crawl properly, so I decided we should ask the 
War Amps to see if  there is something they can do to 
help Daniel understand that his brother is different, 
but also that it is okay and not a scary thing, because he 
was getting upset at night.”

At the session held on Murray Drive, Ms. McCormack 
and young Harrison highlighted the War Amps’ 
“Winners’ Circle Philosophy” that “with dedication and 
a positive attitude, the sky’s the limit for an amputee.”

“I think these presentations help Daniel and some 
of  his friends understand that even if  some kids are 
different, it is not a bad thing,” says Jennifer. “Everybody 
is different and they all do things differently.”

The organization marks their 95th anniversary this 
year and to the Neville-Lake family, they have been a 
lifesaver in terms of  helping them understand the 

challenges ahead, as well as the support they offer both 
emotionally and physically to families.

Such supports include regular seminars for parents, 
during which War Amps covers their accommodations, 
where they can learn about the various resources 
available to them, as well as valuable assistance when 
it comes to covering prosthetics.

“If  Harrison is interested in doing sports or needs 
something adapted with an assisted device to do some 
things, which are not covered by the government if  
it is considered recreational,” says Jennifer. “The 
government will only cover things necessary for day-
to-day living. Extra limbs can cost thousands, such as 
$27,000 for a stationary hockey arm because they are 
custom made. War Amps will pay for that.”

Such challenges were evident in the early days 
of  Harry’s life. Inundated with a seemingly endless 
round of  appointments, their King-based grandparents 
offered to step up to the plate and take Daniel in as they 
got settled. It was in King when the family first got 
involved in the Aurora troop and now that everyone is 
settled and Daniel has gone back living with his parents 
in Brampton, they are still regulars with the Aurora 
troop and what they have to offer.

“We have been in scouting for years. I was a girl 
guide growing up. My dad was a Beaver leader. My 
brother went through Beavers and my sister through 
Girl Guides with me, it is something that was really 
important to me. When I met them last year, I was like, 
it was a little bit different coming in as a parent but 
there was something cool about how it was run and 
what I saw the kids get out of  it that I really liked it.

“We have done the Santa Under the Stars parade out 
there, Remembrance Day, and we’ve sold Apples at the 
corner of  Henderson and Yonge. Daniel and I did that 
when I was six months pregnant last year in October 
on a rainy day!”

Harrison Neville Lake, 2, right, has helped teach 
brother Daniel and his fellow members of the Aurora  
Beavers a valuable lesson.

Submitted photo
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Juried art show returns for 51st season
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s artistic past, 
present and promising future 
filled the Town’s corridors 
of  power last week in the 51st 
annual Aurora Juried Art Show 
and Sale at Town Hall.

Hosted by the Society of  
York Region Artists (SOYRA), 
the show continues to highlight 
the best and brightest in local 
artistic talent and shines a light 
on youth artists in partnership 
with the Optimist Club of  
Aurora.

“There was a huge variety 
of  choices,” says SOYRA’s 
Nancy Newman. “The juror 
really took time to choose a 
variety of  styles and media. 
The choices were very dynamic 
and very expressive work with 
high standards. We were very 
pleased with the awards as well 
as the People’s Choice awards.”

Of  the over 400 pieces 
submitted by SOYRA members 
for the show, the juror selected 
approximately 280 works to 

provide a good cross-section of  
artistic talents and efforts, with 
an eye of  putting on the most 
vibrant show possible. Works 
are often grouped according 
to colour and media to create a 
natural flow so art aficionados 
and members of  the public alike 
can experience the maximum 
impact of  the collaborations.

“People sometimes have a 
surprising sense of  the quality 
of  work that is available that we 
see by people in our province 
and even more locally,” says 
Ms. Newman. “We get people 
coming very early in the show 
because they want to get their 
first chance that if  they see 
something they want to take 
home, they can. 

“I hope people took away the 
talent in this community, in our 
town, and the local area. It is 
there for sharing, enjoying and 
making life better.”

She says she also hopes 
the youth who participated 
also took away some valuable 
lessons of  having their 

promising art displayed and 
critiqued by practicing artists, 
spurring them along the path to 
further creativity. Artists tried 
to leave notes on the backs of  
each youth submission as part 
of  a mentorship initiative.

“It is the fourth year we have 
had the youth category and we 
have had some young people 
who have entered every year,” 
she says. “We have had a few 
who have won on more than one 
occasion. There was one 12-year-
old boy who was a winner with 
a huge painting in oils, and 
another young lady who is going 
to take fine arts in university 
next year.

“The kids who enter are 
keenly interested in art and it 
is their chance to participate 
in a real show. They enter, go to 
the opening and get feedback 
and perhaps win a prize or 
recognition. It is a fantastic way 
to encourage the arts beyond a 
school setting and introducing 
them to the world they can be a 
part of  as an adult.”

(Top Left) “The Methodist Parsonage” by artist Ingrid Vija Brooks, pic-
tured with Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, was selected for the Preserve Aurora In 
Paint Collection. (Top Right) Youth artists were honoured with SOYRA’s 
Awards of Excellence for their work, including William Oliver, Evan Pon-
celet , and Kelly Baskin. (Above) Taylor Learmont’s photo “Waiting for the 
Sandpipers” won an honourable mention in the show’s Youth Category.

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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The Town of Aurora wants to capture your family’s stories along with 
photos of life in our Town as part of our 150th birthday celebration.

Like us on Facebook:         /Aurora150

Follow us on Twitter:        /Aurora_150

Share your memories at 
www.aurora150.ca

SHOW 
YOUR
PRIDE!

Display your 
Aurora150 logo.

Take a 
photo.

Upload to 
our facebook 
or website.

Need an Aurora150 window flag?  Pick one up at the Town 
Hall or visit www.aurora150.ca to print your own.

FOR INFO CALL 905-726-4762

Display your 
Aurora150 logo.1 Take a 

2

Random entry will 
be selected to win a “Dinner for Two” 

courtesy of Jonathan’s Restaurant.
Contest closes June 1, 2013

Upload to 

3

COMING EVENTS

ON NOW

To submit your event, email details to letters@auroran.com with the subject line “Coming Events”

counterparts, provided by 
Southlake in a newly restored 
exhibition space in the 
National Historic Site. The 
exhibit will showcase a wide 
variety of  implements and 
themes, including education 
and accreditation of  medical 
professionals, record keeping 
and documentation. For more 
information, contact the AHS 
at 905-727-8991 or visit www.
aurorahistoricsociety.ca.

* * * * 
A New French Toastmasters 

group meets the first and third 
Thursday of  each month at 
the Richmond Hill Retirement 
Residence (70 Bernard 
Avenue). For fluent French 
speaking people. For more 
information, contact Anne 
Lucie at annelucie.setrakian@
gmail.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 18
The Aurora Historical 

Society opens Hillary House 
for the 2013 season today from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Kicking off  
the season will be the opening 
of  three new exhibitions 
today, National Museums 
Day: Medical Practices: 
Caring for the Community, 
a new exhibition launched 
in collaboration with 
Southlake Regional Health 
Centre; Delicious! 1940-1960, 
showcasing never-before-
displayed artefacts; and Art 
at the Manor, showcasing the 
work of  five artists who found 
inspiration within Hillary 
House and on its grounds. Free 
admission.

TUESDAY, MAY 21
Stronach Regional Health 

Centre presents Breaking Up Is 
Hard To Do: Smoking – A Love/
Hate Relationship. Presented 
by Rosemary Lamont, clinical 
nurse specialist, this is 
part of  an ongoing Cancer 
Education Series presented 
at Southlake. Seminar runs 
from 5.15 p.m. – 6.30 p.m. in the 
Cancer Centre’s main floor. 506 
Davis Drive. Free. For more 
information, please visit www.
southlakeregional.org and 
click on “Southlake Events”.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22
Garden Aurora! The Aurora 

Garden and Horticultural 
Society invites you to hear 
Leonard Teengs, award 
winning floral designer and 
special events coordinator 
speak on the elements 
of  design. Leonard will 
also demonstrate several 
spectacular arrangements, 
providing inspiration for your 
next special event. Meeting 
starts at 8.00 p.m. at the 
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 
Industrial Parkway North. 
Further information at www.
gardenaurora.com or call 905-
713-6660.

* * * * 
Eating Disorders of  York 

Region (EDOYR) invites you to 
a cozy “Fireside Conversation” 
this evening from 6 – 8 p.m. 
at the Richmond Hill Public 
Library. Members from the 
“Faces of  Recovery” campaign 
invite you to join with them 
in conversation, together with 
guest speaker Naturopath Dr. 
Lorenzo Diana from Markham 
Natural Health Centre, to speak 
about recovery and to answer 
questions that may arise 
concerning physical wellness 
in the recovery process. This 

event is free of  charge, but 
registration is required. Please 
register online at http://www.
edoyr.com/upcoming-events.
html. Call 905-886-6632 or email 
info@edoyr.com for more 
information.

* * * * 
LifeSpring Clinics hosts 

an osteoporosis info night 
this evening from 6 – 7 p.m. 
Discussions will cover what the 
condition means, how it may 
affect you or those you know, 
and what you can do about it. 
Topics include prevention, 
diagnosis, nutrition and 
exercise. They will also 
introduce OsteoCircuit, a 
physiotherapy and education 
program designed to safely and 
effectively decrease your risk 
of  fracture while increasing 
your physical ability and 
fitness. Space is limited. 
For more information, call 
905-713-2427 or email info@
lifespringclinics.ca. Located at 
St. Andrew’s Village Plaza at 
Yonge and Orchard Heights.

MAY 23 – 25
Theatre Aurora’s Youth 

Company will present 
“Something Wicked” at the 
Factory Theatre. For more 
information, visit www.
theatreaurora.com.

MAY 23 – JUNE 27
Life Without Eating 

Disorders, a group based on 
the Cognitive Behavioural 
Therapy techniques, is hosted 
by Eating Disorders of  York 
Region. Each Thursday 
for six weeks. During this 
group, participants will learn 
about various factors that 
contributed to the development 
of  disordered eating and 
later serve as maintaining 
mechanisms. We will construct 
a model of  your eating disorder, 
identifying and targeting the 
processes that are maintaining 
the disordered eating. We will 
discuss how perfectionism, 
self-esteem, and interpersonal 
problems connected with 
your eating habits. You will 
learn how to challenge and 
change unhelpful thoughts and 
behaviours. Location: 15213 
Yonge Street, Suite 1. Cost: $60 
for six weeks. Registration: 
edoyr.com/support-groups.
html.

SATURDAY, MAY 25
 “Hear what?” That is 

the question asked by the 
participants in the Spring 
Concert of  the Aurora 
Seniors’ Evergreen Choir. 
We look forward to singing 
for you and with you at 
our annual celebration of  
spring. In addition to great 
entertainment by the choir 
and its soloists, there will be 
a guest appearance by the 
wind quintet, the Five Strong 
Winds, and sing-alongs with 
the audience. The concert’s 
sponsor, Dundee Wealth, is 
donating a door prize and 
refreshments will served at 
intermission. The Evergreen 
Choir is under the direction 
of  Dr. Richard Heinzle, 
accompanied on the piano, by 
Hadara Jacoby. Tickets are 
available at the Reception Desk 
of  the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 
90 John West Way. For further 
information, call 905-726-4767.

* * * * 
The Sharon Temple 

National Historic Site will 

for those of  us who are 
over 50. 

It’s not easy to know 
which supplements to 
choose, how much to 
take or even if  you need 
them at all. After this 
presentation, you’ll 
know how to decide. 
You’ll also learn about 
common supplements 
and herbal products and 
why you should watch 
out for drug interactions.

At the end of  the 
presentation, you’ll have 
an opportunity to ask 
questions.

Bill Hawke is awarded
You might not know 

Bill because he doesn’t 
talk much and he doesn’t 
mingle. He’s the guy who 

is frequently spotted 
scurrying around the 
Centre with his keys 
a-janglin’. You might 
recall seeing his name 
in this column when 
I praised him for the 
great effort he put into 
setting up the room 
and equipment for the 
Victorian Tea.

It should be no 
surprise that he has 
been well-recognized 
for his hard work and 
dedication. Our Primary 
Facility Operator at the 
Centre, he was presented 
with the AURA 2013 
Award, also known as 
the Round of  Applause 
Award from the Town of  
Aurora. He received the 
award during a special 
town staff  ceremony on 

March 26.
Congratulations Bill! 

It was well earned.

More Bocce Balls
You Bocce Ball 

enthusiasts will be glad 
to know that we now 
have another set of  Bocce 
Balls. They were donated 
to the Centre by Sheila 
and Lorna Cox. Thank 
you. They will be put to 
good use very soon.

For more information 
on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to 
offer, drop by 90 John 
West Way, visit the web 
site www.auroraseniors.
ca, email auroraseniors@
rogers.com or call 905-726-
4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Monday to Friday.

APRIL 11 – MAY 16
Eating Disorders of  

York Region launches a new 
group for teens – Healthy 
Coping Skills for Anxiety and 
Depression. Very often anxiety 
and depression are familiar 
feelings to someone struggling 
with disordered eating, body 
image issues and low self  
esteem. During this group you 
will learn how your negative 
thinking patterns might be 
affecting your feelings and 
behaviors. You will be able to 
explore the “mechanisms” of  
anxiety and depression and 
learn why they are triggered. 
You will learn healthy 
coping techniques with your 
symptoms and you will be able 
to share your struggles and 
worries in a safe environment. 
Location: EDOYR, 15213 Yonge 
St., Ste. 15, Aurora, Main 
Floor.  $60.00 for six weeks. 
EDOYR is a registered non-
profit organization. For more 
information email info@edoyr.
com, call 905-886-6632 or visit 
www.edoyr.com.

APRIL 23 – JUNE 4
Eating Disorders of  York 

Region presents “On the Road 
to Recovery” Support Group 
with Flora Svinarenko. The 
Recovery group is intended 
for those who currently 
are actively working on 
maintaining changes which 
they have made in regards 
to their eating behaviours 
while attending other group 
programs through EDOYR or 
participating in eating disorder 
treatment. The road to recovery 
is challenging sometimes and 
emotional support is necessary 
to overcome or prevent lapses. 
In a safe and empathetic 
environment this group will 
provide you with coping 
tools and support needed to 
address complicated emotions, 
unhealthy behaviors or 
unhelpful thoughts. Cost is $50 
for the four weeks. To register, 
please visit http://www.edoyr.
com/support-groups.html or 
email info@edoyr.com.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
May is Vision Health 

Month and CNIB invites you to 
discover the latest technologies 
designed to help people who are 
blind or partially sighted lead 
full, independent lives. If  you 
or someone you know is living 
with vision loss, join CNIB’s 
Technology and Information 
Fair on Wednesday, May 15, 
2013 from 1 – 4 p.m. at the 
Richmond Hill Retirement 
Residence at 70 Bernard 
Avenue in Richmond Hill. The 
event will feature information 
from local agencies serving 
the senior population, and 
interactive displays of  the 
newest technologies for people 
with vision loss. For more 
information, please call 905-
898-6413 ext. 5203.

THURSDAY, MAY 16
The Aurora Historical 

Society, in partnership with 
Southlake Regional Health 
Centre, will launch its medical 
exhibit today at Hillary House. 
Artefacts from the Hillary 
Collection relating to medicine 
and health will be displayed 
along with their modern 

present professional and 
emerging artists showcasing 
and selling their original 
artwork with the Sharon Art 
Show and Sale today from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission 
by donation to the Sharon 
Temple. Open to the public. 
Welcome to all lovers of  art. 
Art mediums include fused 
glass, jewelry, paintings, pencil 
sketches, photography, pottery, 
scratchboard, stained glass, 
metal work, and wood carvings. 
For more information, visit 
w w w. s h a ro n a r t s h ow. c o m , 
email arbutuscrafts@gmail.
com, or call 647-955-308 and ask 
for Laurie or Tony.

FRIDAY, MAY 31
The Aurora Cultural 

Centre’s Great Artists 
Piano Series concludes this 
evening with the dazzling 
American pianist William 
Wolfram, medalist at both 
the William Kapell and 
Naumburg International 
Piano Competitions, as 
well the Tchaikovsky Piano 
Competition. Mr. Wolfram 
has appeared with orchestras 
throughout the world, 
including The Pittsburgh 
Symphony under the baton of  
Leonard Slatkin. A graduate 
of  the Julliard School, Mr. 
Wolfram records on the Naxos 
label. Program to include 
works by Liszt, Schubert, 
Chopin & Ligeti. For more 
information, visit www.
a u r o r a c u l t u r a l c e n t r e. c a . 
Tickets are $30 for adults, and 
$25 for seniors and students. 
On sale now. Doors open at 7 
p.m. Concert begins at 8.  

THURSDAY, JUNE 6:
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 

22 Church Street, presents 
the annual “We’ll Meet Again 
Community Sing-Along”, with 
songs of  the 1920’s, 30’s and 
40’s lead by the Silver Stars. 
Spend an hour singing all your 
old favourites, followed by 
complimentary refreshments, 
with a specially-created cake 
provided by Hurst Bakery. 
Free admission; 2 p.m. start. 
The Centre is fully accessible, 
with an elevator located at the 
north entrance. For info call 
905-713-1818, or check www.

From page 6

auroraculturalcentre.ca.
JUNE 7 – 8

The Canadian Cancer 
Society will host Relay 
for Life Aurora at Magna 
International (337 Magna 
Drive, near Wellington Street 
East). The Canadian Cancer 
Society Relay For Life is an 
inspirational, non-competitive, 
12-hour overnight fundraising 
event that brings you and 
your community together to 
celebrate life and fight cancer. 
Relay For Life has a festival-
like atmosphere that your 
family, friends and co-workers 

can enjoy – regardless of  
age or fitness level. For more 
information please contact 
Karen at (905) 830-0447 ext. 
3833 or at kbeaulieu@ontario.
cancer.ca.

SATURDAY, JUNE 8
Come out to see some of  the 

best Baton Twirlers in Canada.  
The Spectrum North Baton 
Club invites you to its Annual 
Show and Awards Night, a 
showcase of  both competitive 
and recreational twirlers. Free 
admission! Newmarket High 
School, 515 Pickering Crescent, 
Newmarket. 

Senior Scape

Of� ce/Pager: 705.728.4067

Suzanne: 705.715.1032

suzannepicard@royallepage.ca

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

SUZANNE PICARD

18 Highland Drive, Utopia
Extravagent 6.9AC Estate property on quiet cul-de-sac.  Over 5500 sqft of fi nished living space.  6 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms. 
Hardwood & Granite. Multiple decks, above ground pool, games room, cathedral ceilings, triple garage.  Upgraded throughout! 

$749,000
7 Emilio Place, Tiny
On the shores of Georgian Bay!  OVER 2000 
SQFT. Upgraded kitchen, bathroom, fl ooring, 
decks &  shingles.  3 bedrooms and 1.1 baths.  
Finished walkout basement.  Appliances and 
furniture included! 

$289,000

28 Beck Boulevard, Penetanguishene
Waterfront Oasis & an executive style 
bungalow featuring 5 bdrms, 3 baths. 
MLS 1300223

$600,000$600,000$600,000

WATERFRONT

PENETANGUISHENE

WATERFRONT

PENETANGUISHENE

5 Lisa Jane Crt
Over 4000sqft feet.  5 bedrooms! In-ground Pool. 
In-Law Suite.  Walnut hardwood, ceramics and 
vaulted ceilings. Located on quiet court in North 
West Barrie. 

$499,900

POOL

6835 Highway 93, Wyebridge
Gorgeous 5 bedroom residence on approx 3AC with pond.  In-law basement suite and large 
loft.  Attached double garage.  Hardwood, ceramics, sep dining, eat in kitchen, family room 
and seasonal sunroom.  Bonus commercially zoned metal clad building ideal for workshop/
garage/offi ce and retail with over 3000sqft of insulated and heated area.     
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55 Steel Street
4 Bedrooms, 2 full baths. Fully upgraded. Custom kitchen cabinets, 
corian counters, stainless appliances & premium lighting. 
Hardwood fl ooring on the main fl oor. Main bath fi nished w/
granite vanity &  marble.  Fin walk up bsmt w/bedroom, famrm, fp 
& spa like bathroom w/radiant fl oor heating. Mature lot, oversized 
garage, double driveway, large deck & superb landscaping & trees.

$409,000$409,000$409,000
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$409,000$409,000

OPEN 

HOUSE 

SUN 1-3
PMOPEN 

HOUSE 

SUN 1-3
PM 

Unit 8 - 2 Bernick Drive 
3 Bedroom townhouse with many upgrades. Furnace ‘06, 
electrical panel 2011, vinyl windows & bathrooms 2012. 
Crown moulding & freshly painted. Parquet fl ooring, 
hardwood stairs & ceramics in baths. Private rear yard, fully 
fenced with patio & mature trees. Appliances included. Partial 
room fi nished in bsmt. Single garage. Shows well!
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$194,500

6817 Hwy 96, Wyebridge
Well maintained spacious 3 bedroom bunglow.  
Hardwood fl oor in & broadloom. Upgraded bathroom, 
& newer vinyl windows.  Main fl oor laundry and furnace 
room. Large kitchen w/eating area.  Separate shop/
garden shed. Private lane access. Forced air heating. Lot 
meas .60ac & backs onto bush. Seasonal sun room with 
treed views.
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$179,900

314 Salisbury Lane, Newmarket
Location! All brick, 4 bedroom w/ large principle rooms. Eat-in kitchen 
& breakfast bar, sep living, dining & fam room w wood insert. Open 
cathedral to above. Newer broadloom & wide plank laminate fl oors. 
Upgraded baths, shingles, furnace, a/c, windows, fi xtures, paint & pool 
liner. Spectacular private lot. Mature trees & pool! Prof fi n bsmt.
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$579,900$579,900$579,900

OPEN 

HOUSE 

SAT 12-2
PMOPEN 

HOUSE 

SAT 12-2
PM 

8 Gillespie Trail, Angus 
Executive home & property on 2.51 Ac. Over 4800 sqft. 5 Bedrooms, 2 kitchens & family rooms, 
games room and sep dining. In-ground koho mountain lake 20x40 heated salt-water pool 
& custom hardscape. Extensive amour stone, landscaping, fountain, pool, hot-tub & cabana. 
Cathedral ceilings in family room, 2 gas f/p, corian counters, ceramics & hardwood. Walkout 
basement with in-law pot. Geothermal heating/cooling. 
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$750,000

Happy 
Mother’s 

Day

2.51 AC

2.51 AC

POOL

$775,000

NEW
 PRIC

E

NEW
 PRIC

E

314 Salisbury Lane, Newmarket
Location! All brick, 4 bedroom w/large principle 
rooms. Eat-in kitchen & breakfast bar, sep living, 
dining & fam room w wood insert. Open cathedral 
to above. Newer broadloom & wide plank laminate 
floors. Upgraded baths, shingles, furnace, a/c, win-
dows, fixtures, paint & pool liner. Spectacular pri-
vate lot. Mature trees & pool! Prof fin bsmt.

8 Gillespie Trail, Angus
Executive home & property on 2.51 Ac. Over 4800 sqft. 
5 bedrooms, 2 kitchens & family rooms, games room 
& sep dining. In-ground koho mountain lake 20x40 
heated salt-water pool & custom hardscape. Extensive 
amour stone, landscaping, fountain, pool, hot-tub & 
cabana. Cathedral ceilings in family room, 2 gas f/p, 
corian counters, ceramics & hardwood. Walkout base-
ment with in-law pot. Geothermal heating/cooling.

$579,900

$750,000

First Contact Realty, Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated
299 Lakeshore Dr
Barrie, ON  L4N 7Y9

suzannepicard.ca

OPEN HOUSE

SUN 1-3 PM

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

“Keeping your dreams...safe!”
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From page 18

ROTARY CLUB 
OF 

AURORA

ROTARY CLUB 
OF 

AURORA
A Unique 

Opportunity
to own a piece of 

Rotary Park

Please consider purchasing 
a commemorative stone in 

Rotary Park 
Please contact

Greg Foster at 905-727-9613
for further information

Bathroom & Kitchen 
Accessories

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

and thus disengaged.
This downward trend 

in public participation 
in the political process 
needs to change.  But for 
that to happen, we need to 
have renewed faith in our 
political leaders; that they 
will do the right thing, for 
the right reason.  

Recently, Aurora’s 
Council did the right 
thing for the right reason 
– and issued a public 
apology to the three 
residents named in an 
unsuccessful $6 million 
lawsuit.  It was a right 
step forward, and to 
borrow from Councillor 
Thompson, it was  
an important decision 
that reflected a belief  
in “…accountability, 
responsibility and being 
an agent for change.”  

It is unfortunate that 
it was not a unanimous 

Back to the drawing board for plaza after Promenade dispute
By Brock Weir

Developers with long-held plans to build a plaza at the 
northeast corner of  Wellington Street East and John West 
Way could once again be sent back to the drawing board 
after Council rejected their latest plans.

It was the latest in a long line of  presentations made by 
Council by Perwick Investments for the property located 
within the Aurora Promenade.

The new plan addressed many of  the key concerns 
addressed by Council including a predominant mix of  
professional office space rather than strictly retail, and the 
configuration of  the building. Their proposal in relation 
to Aurora’s New Promenade Plan, however, remains the 
sticking point. 

Poor soil conditions in the area have made certain 
conditions within the promenade hard to accomplish, 
say developers. In the Promenade Plan, new buildings are 
required to be at least two storeys tall with its frontage 
directly onto the road and sidewalk with parking situated 
behind the building. But the condition of  the land makes 
these options economically unviable. 

Their new plan came forward as a compromise. While 
parking was still situated in the front of  the single storey 
building, it had the façade of  a two storey building, 
complete with windows, to give the impression of  plan 
conformity. Councillors, however, were unmoved by the 
concessions.

“I appreciate the work that is being done and one of  
the concerns that was brought up was addressed, at least 
visually,” said Councillor John Gallo. “I think everyone 
at the Council table shared the concern over the fact the 
building does not comply with the Promenade Study and 
I have not seen any arguments to say to me that this is 

alright because of  x, y and z. 
“That may be insignificant for some people, I hope it 

isn’t, and I think a unified voice will once and for all, send 
a message to the developer that we spent years putting 
forward a promenade study and if  we don’t stick our 
heels in the ground and say this is what we want, it opens 
up the door to many applications saying we don’t have to 
comply.”

According to Councillor John Abel, however, it is 
important for developers to come forward and create 
businesses and some allowances have to be made on a 
particularly “difficult” piece of  land.

“This is at the very extreme [of  the Promenade] and my 
message is not that you have to follow exactly as we say or 
don’t bother, but let’s talk,” he said, noting he believed the 
Promande Plan to be a “guideline.”

This isn’t so, said Councillor Paul Pirri, it is a planning 
document and what you expect to see. With that being 
said, one has to make allowances for the quality of  the 
land.

“It is not fair to us to impose something on a developer 
where the site does not make sense for rules around 
town,” he said. “This is probably one of  the best outcomes 
for this site. Is it the same expectations I would have for 
the northwest corner of  Yonge and Wellington? Not at all. 
But I think in this location and this site, having one row of  
parking is permissible and I will be supporting it tonight 
for those reasons.”

Councillor Evelyn Buck voted against the plan. Taking 
issue with the façade, she said that it might look better but 
it doesn’t fulfil the purpose of  why that stipulation was 
included in the promenade plan in the first place, and that 
is to bring in additional tax revenue and jobs. 

“I can’t support it without being satisfied it is not 

possible it can’t be more than one storey,” she said. “I 
want something more than a façade.”

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, along with Councillors Abel 
and Pirri were the only three that voted in favour of  the 
plan. The Mayor said the development group had been 
good working through Council’s concerns but something 
had to give.

“I think the building looks good, I have no issue with 
the façade, and I think it is better than some of  the stuff  
that we have,” he said. “It is not substantially different 
from what we have on the other three corners, so it 
certainly would not be out of  place with what we have.”

Long distance calls to short haul places could be history, if motion passes
By Brock Weir

We all know the 
feeling of  placing an 
urgent call to Markham 
or Georgina only to hear 
the ringer kick in before 
you’ve reached the last 
number – the dreaded 
sound of  the unexpected 
long distance phone call.

Aurora Council could 
take it upon themselves 
to help remedy that 
scourge of  telephone 
users town-wide with a 
notice of  motion from 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
this week.

In his motion, which 
will likely come up for 
discussion on May 21, he 
calls on staff  to begin an 
application process with 
Bell Canada to increase 
Aurora’s local calling 
area. He notes residents 
can call down to the City 
of  Toronto, but calling 
places “such as Maple 
and Markham which are 
physically closer” entail 
long-distance charges. 

“A couple of  people 
have been chattering 
about it and I made a 

commitment to do that,” 
said Mayor Dawe on 
getting the ball rolling 
on this. “It is a process 
that takes a while to go 
through. A similar one 
came up in the 1980s and 
it comes up every now 
and then. If  you have 
relatives in Markham 
you can’t call them, but 
you have relatives in The 

Beaches you can call 
them without incurring 
long distance charges.”

When asked if  this 
motion is ultimately 
approved by Council 
whether this new tango 
with Bell Canada will 
be more successful 
than their discussions 
s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  c e l l 

phone tower in King 
Township, Mayor Dawe 
gave a resounding 
“absolutely.”

With its introduction 
at Council this week, it 
will return for thorough 
discussion in two weeks 
unless Councillors vote 
for bringing it up for 
consideration ahead of  
time.

Politics as usual
decision, but it is a 
positive decision none 
the less. 

Let’s hope that in this, 
the last year to year and 
a half  of  their term, 

the Council will be the 
positive agents of  change 
that they were elected to 
be and as a consequence 
re- engage the residents 
they serve.  It’s in all our 

best interests.
That’s it for this week.  

Until next week, stay 
informed, stay involved 
because this is after all, 
Our Town.

The Residences of Spring Hill were officially opened in King City last week. Joining 
King Mayor Steve Pellegrini for the official ribbon cutting were developers Faus-
to and Janice Rossetto, Councillors Cleve Mortelliti, Debbie Schafer, Avia Eek, and  
a host of Spring Hill residents.                                         Auroran photo by Angela Gismondi

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to re-
solve parenting, support, and property is-
sues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on 
achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

#201�-�16610�Bayview�Avenue,�Newmarket
PH:�905-953-0023�FX:�905-953-0023�
e-mail:�pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 
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PAINTING

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket since 1966

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

LANDSCAPE

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST/SECRETARY re-
quired for busy real estate office – 20-25 hrs/wk. Flexi-
ble day/evening/weekend hours. Real estate experience  
required.  Proficient computer skills & pleasant  
telephone manner a must.  Salary commensurate with 
experience. Email resumes to admin@lhlindrealty.
com, Attn: Office Manager.  Only those selected for an  
interview will be contacted.  Previous applicants need 
not apply.

 

Personal Support Worker

DESERVE
HELP
289-380-2754
kybartas50@hotmail.com

Certi�ed

ML   LANDSCAPE
• GRASS  CUTTING   •  GARDENS 

• EAVESTROUGH   •  WINDOW WASHING 
YARD CLEAN-UP

MIKE: 905-503-5342

AURORA 

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Saturday at 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300 ext. 102       Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

THE AURORAN

CAREER FOR SALE

ONE OF NORTH 
AMERICA’S LARG-
EST financial services 
companies is rapidly 
expanding in this area. 
If  you desire a dynam-
ic career with excellent  
income potential, call 
Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
4767.

50s, 60s, 70s FURNITURE for sale – matched French 
provincial love seats, chair, Queen Anne-style sofa, 
chairs, carved mirror with matching sconces, pine open 
dough box, Beattie wash stand, floral chaise lounge, 
matching end tables and vanity with marble tops, wo-
ven kitchen chairs with matching glass/teak table, ma-
ple Queen Anne-style sideboard in great condition with 
mahogany inlay, and pair of  golden woven tweed buck-
et chairs. Call 905-727-6497.

Simcoe-York Group of Newspapers is currently hiring for
the position of Editor at one of our local newspapers. 

The editor will be expected to:
• Produce several bylined new and feature stories each 

week
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted 

for publication
• Take photographs
• Show proficiency at using social media, Mac 

computers, and QuarkXPress, InDesign, Photoshop and 
other programs necessary for the publication of a 
weekly newspaper

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

Qualifications:
• Diploma in journalism preferred
• Candidates should have experience working on 

the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

The ideal candidate will have a distinct 
willingness to cover both community 
events, local politics, and be able 
to work in a team-oriented
yet self-motivated 
environment. 

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates should 
forward their cover 

letter and resume to
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com 

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

EDITOR

The Simcoe- York  Group of Newspapers  i s
look ing for an energetic reporter to cover
assignments in the community.

The successful applicant will have excellent writing
and photography skills, a valid driver’s licence and a
reliable vehicle, as well as a willingness to work
evenings and weekends as required. A diploma
in journalism would be an asset, as well as
proficiency in using social media, Mac
computers, QuarkXPress, Photoshop and
other programs required for the
production of a weekly newspaper.

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

REPORTER

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates should 
forward their cover 

letter and resume to
john@simcoeyorkprinting.com 

ZEBRA SKIN 
Very large, excellent 
condition. Brought 
out of  Africa. $1775. 

905-473-2769

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

NEW FULL TIME POSITIONS
CALEDON, WOODBRIDGE AREA

1. Construction Materials Yard Supervisor - 
$52-56K + Benefits

2. Mechanical Assemblers
3. Dual Lic. (Millwright / Electrician) Aurora
4. Millwright Woodbridge
5. Maintenance Mechanic N shift Bolton
6. Industrial Machine Operators 
7. Certified Forklift Operators
8. CNC / Water Jet Operators
9. Pick & Pack, D & A shifts Alliston

Note
• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND OTHERS 
ALL PERSONS having claims against the estate of HILDA ALLEN, 
late of the Town of Aurora, in the Regional Municipality of York,  
deceased, who died on or about the 14th of December, 2012, must file 
proof of same with the undersigned on or before the 4th of June, 2013, 
at which time complete distribution will be made by the Executrix/
Estate Trustee having regard only to the claims so filed.

DATED AT PETERBOROUGH this 10th day of May, 2013. 

BARBARA EDWARDS 
Executrix and Estate Trustee 
c/o John J. Crook 
Barrister & Solicitor 
261 George Street North, Suite 205 
P.O.Box 1539 
Peterborough, Ontario 
K9J 7H7

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

WE HONOUR ALL LOCAL 
COMPETITORS COUPONS 

crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Aurora 

The Aurora Farmers’ 
Market and Artisan Fair 
opened with a flourish 
on May 4th and everyone 
seemed happy to see us 
again after the long, hard 
winter. 

We were all equally 
happy to see our friends, 
neighbours and customers 
and are looking forward to 
a fabulous outdoor season. 
I hope that those who 
attended our opening were 
delighted by the butterfly 
release in the Town Park, 
where individual families 
were able to first warm and 
then release a beautiful 
“painted lady” butterfly. 

To those of  you who 
were disappointed that they 
were not monarchs, as I had 
said they’d be, I apologise. 
Apparently, the monarchs 
were not available. The 
weather was beautiful, the 
entertainment was good 
and it was a wonderful  
first day.

Now that the Market is 
underway, people will start 
looking for the early spring 
produce that they are used 
to seeing in May. Because 
the winter was long and 
hard this year, some early 
spring crops may be 
slightly later than last year. 
For example, at the time 
of  this writing, we do not 
yet have either asparagus 
or rhubarb, although the 
farmers tell me that both 
should be ready any time 
now. What we do have 
are fiddleheads, although 
they’ll be available for a 
very short time. Once the 
tightly coiled fronds open 
into ferns, they are no 
longer edible.

Like many wild foods, 
fiddleheads should never 
be eaten raw. Then they 
must be washed well and 
cooked properly to prevent 
stomach upset. You will 
need to remove the papery 
husk, perhaps with a good 
shake in a sieve. 

Health Canada 
recommends either boiling 
them for 15 minutes, or 
steaming them for 10-12 
minutes, until tender.  
People describe the taste 
variously as similar to 
spinach, asparagus or 
broccoli. Some people 
think that they taste like 
artichokes. They contain 
omega-3 fatty acids and 
twice the antioxidants of  
blueberries. 

Fiddleheads are also 
a good source of  dietary 
fibre and contain iron, 
vitamin A and vitamin C. 

Continued on page 26

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

While fiddleheads make 
a great vegetable dish, 
they are also a natural 
combination with eggs 
for brunch. A recent 
recipe in the Toronto Star 
recommends throwing 
some cooked fiddleheads in 
with some sautéed shallots 
and mushrooms to six eggs, 
scramble together and 
add some parsley and goat 
cheese and place under the 
broiler for 2-3 minutes. It 
sounds delicious to me.

Now let’s meet one of  
our new vendors, Cathy 
Williams, who along 
with her daughter Nikki, 
has recently opened 
Catharina’s Kitchen in 
Aurora. 

Cathy’s father 
graduated with a degree 
in horticulture in Holland 
before emigrating to 
Canada. He eventually 
settled on a farm in Oak 
Ridges, where Cathy and 
her five siblings were 
raised. Cathy’s mother 
cooked and baked for 
the family and food was 
central to Cathy’s growing 
up. She developed a great 
love of  cooking from her 
early years on the farm. 

They raised beef, 
chickens, rabbits, and pigs, 
among other things. Cathy 
married a local Auroran 
and has four children, 
including daughter Nikki, 
who helps her at the 
Market. When she was a 
teenager, Cathy sold her 
mother’s homemade bread 
at the North York Farmers’ 
Market.

Cathy has had over 35 
years in various aspects 
of  food service, including 
several years serving as 
the baker at St. Andrew’s 
College in Aurora. There, 
she developed a love for 
themed catering and that 
has led to some interesting 
catering opportunities, 
including at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. 

Cathy’s new café 
and catering business 
developed out of  a 
perceived need for good 
quality, fresh food services 
for special events and 
funeral luncheons in the 
area.
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Tree Services

Call Tony for a free estimate:

Schomberg Community
Servicing the surrounding areas:

Call Tony for a free estimate:  (647) 889-2852 or (905) 939-7278

• from one branch to entire tree
• complete removal  • stump grinding • Best Rates
• multiple tree removal • high risk
• diseased trees • storm damaged tree removal

Simply the best!
Will beat any 

written quotation.
FULLY INSURED – CONSUMERS’ FIRST CHOICE

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

CREMATION

CONTRACTER

CLEANERS

CARWASH/WINDOW TINT

AUTO GLASS

AIRPORT LIMO DENTAL

ECO-FRIENDLY LAWN CARE

MOVING

MEMORIAL

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

POWERWASH PAINTER

TREE CARE

PHARMACY
GLASS

STONE

WATER

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

• Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
• Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
• Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

BE THERE 
WHEN YOUR  

SERVICES ARE 
NEEDED. 

ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPOT.

CALL: 905-727-3300

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

49$From *
NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK
INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

905-713-6420 • 15296 Yonge St. 
(NW side of Wellington)

RUST PROTECTION
79$ *99

www.transitauto.ca

• Call for details

• Call for details• Call for details

130 Hollidge Blvd., Suite B4, 
Aurora, Ontario

Hollidge Medical Centre 
Next door in Unit B6

905-841-5554
Compounding of 
Bio-Identical Hormone

IDA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

905-750-0008 Under New Management

Lowest Dispensing Fee In Town

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid  for your next airport or 
downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00. 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com    Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

THIS COULD BE 
YOUR SPOT 

Advertise Your 
Business Here
905-727-3300

Tel: 905 503 2040 • UNIT # 2 136 WELLINGTON ST. E. AURORA

WWW.LOKIAUTOCOSMETICS.COM

     WINDOWS TINTAUTO DETAILING

• Basement • Bathroom • Kitchen

RENOVATION COMPANYLocal 
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE “Wide range of 

interior renovation”

Call Elio 416-882-7403
• Flooring • Doors & Trim • Additions

905-888-9500 
auroralandscape@gmail.com

Design•Patios•Decks•Cabanas

Your trusted source for custom glass 
showers, glass table tops and mirrors 

for over 50 years!

UPPER CANADA GLASS

905-773-5203 • shop@uppercanadaglass.ca
13110 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, Ontario

SHOWROOM • 16650 Jane Street-King City

Granite • Quartz • Marble

For FREE no obligation quote, email rough sketch to: info@diamondperfectstone.com

905-503-2222
www.dpscountertops.com KEEP THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE UNDERMOUNT SINK

FIREPLACES • TABLES
THRESHOLDS • SHOWER JAMS

We Fabricate and Install

COUNTERTOPS

oec.
grounds care

Emission Free Lawn Care

ecogroundscare.com

100% Battery powered equipment

1-855-326-4763
locally owned franchise

1-855-ECO-GRND

This week I received 
an email from readers on 
basement flooring.  

They are renovating 
and wanted to know what 
type of  flooring would be 
best.  

There are many 
different types of  flooring 
possibilities - laminate 
flooring, engineered 
hardwood, tile and carpet 
to name the most common 
– and there are pluses and 
minuses to each.

Carpeting is the most 
common. It is always a 
good choice as its under-
pad will act as a good 
insulator from the cold 
concrete floor underneath. 

It is comfortable and 
soft and keeps you 
warm – all good things 
in a basement.  This, of  
course, presupposes you 
have a dry basement. 
Carpeting is obviously not 
a good choice if  you have a 
basement that is prone to 
water leakage or flooding!

Laminate and 
engineered flooring are 
very beautiful and look 
great in a basement. 

The material and 
installation is more 
expensive than carpet 
but usually cheaper than 
using a ceramic tile. 
Laminate is relatively 
easy to install as it has an 

under-pad and is “clicked” 
together and left as a 
floating floor (that is, it 
sits on top of  the floor; it 
isn’t glued or in any way 
permanently affixed).  

The engineered 
hardwood can also be 
installed floating or it can 
be glued straight to the 
concrete. If  you choose 
to install a good sub floor 
first then you can nail the 
engineered wood flooring 
to it as you would any 
other hardwood flooring. 

It too will keep some 
warmth, though not as 
much as carpet but much 
more than tile.

Ceramic tiles, however, 

are the most durable 
choice for your floor.  
They are long lasting, 
easy to clean and damage 
resistant.  If  a tile does 
crack or break, you can 
simply take the one tile 
out and replace it.  

If  your basement is 
prone to flooding, tiles 
aren’t a problem. Just 
mop it up and you’re done. 
The only drawback is it 
is also the coldest type of  
flooring.  Even with area 
rugs, ceramic floors are 
very cold in a basement.

If  you are looking for 
warmth and keeping costs 
down, then carpet is your 
best bet, but if  you are 

looking for great looks 
and still some warmth, 
then I would suggest an 
engineered hardwood as it 
will give a lovely elegant 
look to your basement 
while still maintaining 
some warmth.  

If  you are looking for 
something that will be 
durable and last a very 
long time in a basement - 
even if  it happens to flood! 
– then ceramic tile is what 
you need. 

My personal preference 
is to use engineered wood.  
I like the look of  the wood 
and the fact that it is still 
a fairly “warm” flooring. 

ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

Basement Flooring

Continued on page 26

JOHN MALL PAINTING
Custom Painting From $2.50 per sq. ft.

Licenced & Insured 

Please call John 647-772-6026

Hundredss of satisfied customers 
2-year guarantee - FREE ESTIMATES 
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Aurora Cultural Centre
22 Church Street, Aurora, Ontario  L4G 1G4
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca       info@auroraculturalcentre.ca     905 713-1818

      Friday, May 31, 2013   8pm

      William Wolfram
piano

Medalist at the William Kapell, 
Naumburg International

and Tchaikovsky Piano Competitions

Program to include
Schubert, Liszt, Mozart and Chopin

Single Tickets: $30 Adult / $25 Senior and Student

Cash  Debit  Cheque  VISA or MasterCard  

All sales final – no refund or exchange

Tickets available over the phone, or in person at the Centre

Doors open at 7 pm; Concert at 8 pm 

General Admission seating

Building fully accessible – enter by north doors. 

A & F HairElite
Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3 el: 905-727-6212 ~Since 1970~

Mario is a Hair Stylist with 

A

4800 Yonge St. Aurora OOnt. L4G 1Ng

In the Aurora Shopping Centre 
Next to No Frills

for both ladies and men
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Arts & Culture
Acting bug strikes local dancer in Toronto production

Groups collaborate for three day Aurora music festival

By Brock Weir

As “Coricopat” in 
a new production of  
the landmark musical 
CATS, Aurora’s Eric 
Abel portrays one half  
of  a feline duo that could 
be considered to have 
something of  a shared 
sixth sense.

They can tell where 
danger lurks and have 
premonitions of  what’s 
to come, but this psychic 
streak doesn’t extend into 
Mr. Abel’s own life, no 
matter how method an 
actor.

When he responded to 
an open casting call for the 
show in Toronto, he figured 
it was simply for a small-
scale community theatre 
production. Leafing 
through the Toronto Star 
shortly after his audition, 
however, taught him 
otherwise.

He is now part of  an 
all-Canadian cast of  Cats, 
produced by Dancap 
Productions, which opens 
May 28 at the Panasonic 
Theatre.

A multimedia student at 
McMaster University and 
a dancer by training, Mr. 
Abel was encouraged to 
try out for the show by his 
parents John and Tracy. 
After some deliberations 
on whether step up to the 
challenge – after all, it did 
fall right in the middle 
of  his Monday morning 
classes – he decided to give 
it a whirl. 

“I had no idea until 
after they confirmed they 
wanted me for the role,” 
he says of  the scale of  
the production. “I then 
wondered what I had 
gotten myself  into! I am 
just really excited.”

Mr. Abel has had a 
passion for dance since 
he was a young child. 
He first got the spark 
accompanying his elder 
sister to her dance classes. 
Often arriving a little bit 
early, he liked to go off  and 
watch some of  the older 
students take to the floor 
with complex tap routines. 

As soon as he saw what 
these girls could do with 
their feet, there was no 
turning back for him. 

“Making noises with 
your feet kind of  blew my 
mind,” he says. “[After 
being signed up for 
lessons] it grew each year 
until I was doing well over 
20 hours of  dance a week. 
Today, tap is still probably 
my favourite style. That is 
what I put all my effort into 
when I was first starting 
because I wanted to be a 
good tapper. I do like all 
the other styles, but tap is 
all it is made out to be and 
more.”

But as a dancer, despite 
limited background as 
an actor and singer – two 
obvious prerequisites 
for CATS – producers 
evidently found what they 
were looking for. 

“Once I figured out 
how big this show was I 
was taken aback because 
it doesn’t happen that 
often [to land a role] 
with someone who is 
not in Equity or the 
Actors Union,” he says. 
“Obviously something 
about me stood out and 
that is really surreal. I am 
still kind of  in disbelief  
going into rehearsals with 
everyone.”

A typical rehearsal 
day begins every day 
at 10 a.m. in Downtown 
Toronto. The troupe is 
currently rehearsing at 
the historic Elgin Theatre 
and there they begin 
with vocal warm-ups, 
followed by learning new 
choreography, and then 
tackling the songs with 
their complex harmonies. 

“It is a crash course 
in learning everything, 
getting it into our bodies 
and feeling good,” he 
says. “Coming from the 
dance world, I was good 
at dancing, I knew what 
to do and how to execute 
choreography, but adding 
in the acting and singing 
is not something I am used 
to, but getting to work with 
all three is fun at the same 
time.”

Landing this somewhat 
unexpected opportunity 
has also afforded him 
the opportunity – and 
possibly the necessity – 
to re-evaluate his own 
personal and professional 
goals. Going professional, 
he says, was something 
that was always on his 
mind growing up, training, 
and taking on dance 
competitions, sure in the 
knowledge that he could 
never not dance.

He had seen dancers 
graduate from high school, 
going off  to university, and 
never dancing again, so 
he wanted a backup plan 
through his degree. He 
didn’t let his feet cool down, 
however, being an active 
part in the university’s 
dance company, but now he 
is now at a crossroads.

“At such a young 
age, the world is your 
oyster,” he says. “It is now 
something that is on the 
back of  my mind – do I do 
this at the same time as 
finishing up my degree? 
It is now something I am 
going to have to reconsider 
all over again. 

“I want a tangible 
degree, but at the same time 
if  out of  this I go audition 
for another contract and 
get it, I am probably not 
going to turn it down. It is 
all a matter of  whether the 
industry agrees with me 
and I am something that 
they’re looking for. If  I am, 
I am going to roll with it.”

A more pressing 
concern is opening night, 
however. By then, he 
says he is most looking 
forward to the acting-
singing-dancing combo to 
be a second, fluid language 
and ensuring he has 
his character down to a 
science.

“I am really interested 
in the character more than 
the ‘chore-eography’, as we 
call it,” he says. “I am just 
really excited to be able to 
do the whole thing from 
top to finish, be able to give 
it my all and say that it 
went well – and also to be 
able to eat what I want!”

By Brock Weir

With their permit fees 
paid and the schedule 
falling into place, the 
proposed 2013 Music 
Festival for the Town of  
Aurora appears to be a go. 

Organizers of  the 
music festival paid their 
park permit fees last week 
for the use of  Town Park 
on the last weekend in 
July 26 – 28 – and with a 
few more Is to dot, a few 
more Ts to cross, and 
assembling the lineup 
of  local talent is the next 
step in the process.

After the Aurora 
Jazz+ Festival packed up 
their guitars and drums 
to head to Newmarket 
and a potential deal on a 
music festival with Lucid 
Productions fell through 
after a significant chunk 
of  the talent left the 

organization, two groups 
came forward this spring 
for a chance to hold a 
music festival.

The first was Habachat, 
a local social media 
company, run by Aurora’s 
Debbie McGrath. The 
second was a group led 
by former Canadian 
Idol judge Farley Flex 
and many of  the other 
members from Lucid. 
Habachat proposed a 
music and arts festival 
for Town Park, while Mr. 
Flex’s group suggested 
a similar music festival 
for Machell Park. In the 
intervening weeks, the 
two groups have put their 
heads together and have 
combined their talents for 
a three-day extravaganza 
in Town Park.

“Friday night will be 
a Heroes and Icons event, 
like a Hall of  Fame for 

Aurora,” explains Ms. 
McGrath of  the Festival 
kick-off. “We will be 
looking for nominations 
of  people across several 
categories and then on 
the Saturday and Sunday 
we will be back to the 
grassroots of  the music 
festival, putting together 
a plan and we will be 
looking for local talent.”

While Ms. McGrath 
and her people are doing 
much of  the outreach and 
logistics work, Mr. Flex is 
spearheading the music 
department. Having 
recently sent out emails 
to both the York Region 
District School Board 
and the York Catholic 
District School Board 
informing them that 
through the festival there 
will be opportunities not 
only to perform, but also 

Continued on page 25

Aurora dancer Eric Abel 
went to an open casting 
call on a whim and land-
ed a featured role in Dan-
cap’s lavish Toronto reviv-
al of CATS, which opens 
May 26.

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer
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THE 
AURORAN’S

NHL
HOCKEY

POOL
UNOFFICIAL FINAL RESULTS

1. John Kohler    70.00
2. Denise Hogben   69.00
 Doug Simmons   69.00
4. Luba Nickerson   68.00
5. Alberto Sayde   67.00
6. Allison C Trask   67.00
7. Bonnie Catania   67.00

8. Vivienne Bridgeford   67.00
9. Chloe D’Orazlo   66.00
10. Chris Catania    66.00
11. Debra D’Orazio   66.00
12. E Mulhern    66.00
13. Eric Sullivan    66.00
14. Jackson Redmond   66.00

15. Paul Baddeley   66.00
16. Sandy Munro    66.00
17. Gennaro Fuschino   65.00
18. Georrgette Garnett   65.00
19. Kyle Partanen   65.00
20. Miguel Gómez-arboccó 65.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!

Arts & Culture

With a passion for both oils and 
acrylics, but also microscopic 
images, she combined both 
into an interactive exhibition 
inviting people to get up close 
and personal with traditional 
medicines and also her 
interpretations of  various 
images from cross-sections to 
the more pedestrian. 

Finishing up on the ground 
floor, visitors will be treated 
to “Delicious!” which was put 
together by Ms. Jago. Bringing 
together artefacts from the 
Hillary family’s collection 
of  post-war boomer cooking 
implements, some might 
find this the most accessible 
exhibition in that many of  
the things on display will be 

familiar to many people of  a 
certain age.

“I wanted it to showcase 
more modern-ish objects 
because it speaks to the public 
more,” said Ms. Jago. “If  you 
can say, ‘my grandmother had 
one of  these!’ or ‘we used it 
while helping mom make some 
dinner!’ it brings everything 
back to you and gives you a more 
personalized experience than 
simply admiring something 
from the 1800s. It brings them 
back to themselves. 

“When I was going through 
to find artefacts, I was very, 
very impressed first with 
this coupon file,” she added, 
pointing to an intriguing, 
retro-looking rectangle in a 
showcase along with other 
interesting implements like 

hand-cranked food mills to 
various community-produced 
cookbooks. I know it looks 
very modern, and it is, but 
it still actually has all the 
coupons inside of  it. There 
are no expiry dates for the 
coupons, so I wondered if  they 
still work!

“September is our cooking 
themed month so we’re going 
to have Liz Driver come in and 
she’s going to be giving a talk 
on the heritage cooking. We’re 
even going to do a recipe swap, 
so we’re going to invite people 
to come in and swap recipes 
and we’re going to have some 
of  the recipes. We have a lot 
of  cookbooks and we’re going 
to have them go through then 
they can choose recipes they 
can try out.”

volunteer, the hunt is on for the 
talent that will take the stage 
for the festivities.

“We’re in the midst right now 
of  confirming local talent from 
around the region and the GTA 
but we want to have a heavy 
local component,” says Mr. Flex. 
“I went to Machell Park a while 
ago, but hadn’t had a chance to 
see Town Park until recently 
and it is a nice controllable 
space with good sightlines. It’s 
not a good location, but a great 
location.

“From the music standpoint, 
it is going to be very eclectic 
from both the era and genre 

standpoint and we want 
to cater to all community 
members, from the folks who 
like classic rock and roll and 
classic R&B, and then we will 
sort of  rejuvenate it with more 
contemporary rock and roll 
singers and songwriters.”

Getting the ball rolling on 
the festival relatively late in 
the game has presented its own 
challenges, he says, so it is also 
a matter of  pulling in some of  
his own contacts to make that 
happen when it comes to local 
outreach. Performers coming 
in from outside the community 
will be “relatively established” 
artists, and he says he is looking 

forward to seeing the talent 
Aurora has to offer, whether it 
can be through a collaboration 
of  auditions in and around 
Town, or even at Town events 
like Concerts in the Park.

“I don’t know much of  the 
talent in Aurora until I hear it, 
so the people we’re bringing in 
are amazing,” he says. “That 
is, for us, the exciting part 
of  building a hybrid model. 
It’s really about that eclectic 
balance we need. The more 
stuff  we see locally, the more 
stuff  will be on the bill. If  we 
had 100 per cent Aurora talent 
we would be fine with that, but 
it is about quality not quantity.”

From page 24

From page 10

(Left) AHS Curator Catherine Richards stands proudly amid some of the artefacts – new and 
old – on display at Hillary House contrasting the medical equipment used by the doctors who  
practiced out of the Yonge Street landmark, with their contemporary counterparts,  
courtesy of Southlake Regional Health Centre. (Right) AHS’ Nicola Jago spearheaded the second 
of three exhibitions, this one looking at the culinary traditions of the mid-20th century and the  
post-war baby boom.

Auroran photos by David Falconer
With your help, McDonald’s® has raised  
more than $8 million in the past year* for  

Ronald McDonald House Charities® of Canada  
and local children’s charities across Canada. 

(Restaurant address)

*May 2012 – May 8, 2013. ©2013 McDonald’s

Thank you for 
your support on 
McHappy Day®

We as a Community in Newmarket, Aurora  
and Oak Ridges have raised over $21,300  

this season for McHappy Day

Team Auroran, Zach Shoub and General Manager Bob Ince, joined 
staff at the Allaura Boulevard McDonalds location for 2013’s 
McHappy Day, pitching in to take orders. They were joined by 
other local participants in raising money for Ronald McDonald 
House, including Councillor Chris Ballard.

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

• Commercial/Business Law 
• Corporate Law 

• Real Estate 

PETER E. REISS B.A., LL.B. 

Tel: 905 727 2500   Email: law@p-reiss.com

Results–Focused Service

Music Festival aims for quality, not quantity

Hillary House has something cooking in September
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

She has earned a 
reputation for her baking, 
especially her chocolate 
chip cookies and her 
amazing ginger snaps. She 
makes an assortment of  
delicious scones as well as 
fabulous quiches. Many of  
her recipes are inspired by 
her Dutch heritage, and an 
assortment of  these can 
be found at the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market each 
Saturday. 

This year, we’re going 
to celebrate Aurora’s 
Sesquicentennial by 
featuring old family- 
favourite recipes handed 
down through the 

generations in the vendors’ 
families. The first one is 
from Cathy and is a Dutch 
honey cake.

Ingredients
2 tsp. instant coffee       

     granules
225 ml hot water
4 eggs, separated
155 g. caster sugar
225g.honey
5 TBSP. vegetable oil
375g. flour
½ tsp. salt
2 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. baking soda 
½ tsp. ground cloves
½ tsp. ground allspice
Mix coffee in hot water 

and allow to cool. In a large 
bowl, beat yolks with sugar 
until creamy. Add oil, 

then honey, beating after 
each addition. Beat until 
mixture is smooth and 
creamy.

Sift the flour. Combine 
with salt, baking powder, 
baking soda and spices. 
Add these dry ingredients 
alternately with the coffee 
to the honey mixture, 
stirring only until blended. 
Do not over mix.

Whip egg whites until 
stiff. Fold in three additions 
into the batter. Pour into 
2 well greased and floured 
20cm. square pans for 35-
40 minutes at 160degrees 
centigrade or 325 F. Let cool 
in pans for 10 minutes, turn 
out onto a plate and enjoy!

See you at the Market!

From page 22
MARKET MUSINGS

ASK TOM
I am not a fan of  ceramic 
tiles, simply because I find 
them too cold.  Again, this 
is just personal preference.  
Tiles are a great choice in 
a basement, especially if  
it gets a lot of  traffic.

Before you consider 
any type of  flooring – 
make sure your basement 

is dry.  Inspect it for leaks 
or evidence of  water 
damage.  If  you are 
worried about flooding or 
suspect you have water 
damage or leaks in your 
basement, then get the 
problems fixed before you 
even think of  flooring! 
You’d hate to have to rip 
it all out after you find a 

leak!
Until next week, 

remember a good job, is a 
job well done! Also if  you 
have any questions you can 
reach me at www.facebook.
com/anastasisdesign or 
on twitter, @ADesign_
build and email of  
course Anastasis@
anastasisdesign.ca

From page 23

The changing face at Our Lady of Grace 
By Brock Weir

Joe Gorman grew up 
just over our boarder with 
Newmarket just like any 
other normal kid.

He came from a loving 
home with a mother, father, 
brother, and five sisters 
– or six mothers in total, 
he says – and he liked the 
same activities as any other 
boy would. He had many 
aspirations. He wanted to be 
a skier for one. Another was 
to be a professional hockey 
player. But the third may 
have been one thing to set 
him apart from the crowd; 
joining the priesthood.

While he wanted to be all 
three at the same time – as 
kids do – he says he realised 
his calling as a Grade 2 
student, “a grade I liked so 
much I did it twice!”

“It was then I had some 
sort of  inclination,” Mr. 
Gorman tells The Auroran.

Mr. Gorman should 
properly be addressed as 
Father Joe, as he takes over 
the leadership of  Aurora’s 
Our Lady of  Grace Church 
following the departure of  
Father Tim Hanley for the 
St. Ignatius Loyola Parish 
in Mississauga. Father Tim 
gave his last sermon at a 
packed service on Sunday.

Since being ordained 
just over five years ago – his 
five year anniversary was 
marked just last Friday, May 
10 – he has been lucky to 
serve relatively close to his 
hometown, but the early days 
of  his vocation also afforded 
him a stint at St. Ignatius.

“I was there for three 
years, so I warmed the place 
up for him!” he says with a 
laugh. 

Growing up, he says 
he was influenced in his 
faith, and also re-affirmed 
in himself  that this was 
his calling not just by his 
family but also the positive 
priests in his life, ones who 
exhibited “compassion” and 
“humility”.

“The biggest thing the 
positive priests showed me 
was they were joyful in their 
ministry and their ministry 

was very welcoming, 
bringing people in to enjoy 
the liturgy, to enjoy their 
faith, and to bring their 
faith fully alive,” he says. 
“With a lot of  people, their 
first question is often, ‘how 
did you become a priest?’ 
My only response is I had 
positive people around me 
and when you get down to 
the gist of  things, I had a lot 
of  faith in my family.

“When I told people I 
wanted to be a priest, I don’t 
think they were surprised, 
but they may have thought, 
‘Are there other ways he can 
serve?’”

This is a question he 
took seriously through his 
academic career. While he 
played quarterback at York 
University, by the time he 
entered the seminary for 
their six year program, 
they were encouraged to 
question whether they 
were doing the right thing 
and if  the priesthood was 
what they were truly called 
to do. Although he says he 
“absolutely” reflected on it, 
he adds it never crossed his 
mind that this might not be 
his true path.

“My experiences 
throughout my life, the 
people in my family, and the 
community that supported 
me, has given me a great road 
to lead,” he says.

For Father Joe, one of  
the most integral parts of  
the parish he is now about 
to lead, and a part which 
he would like to continue 
to foster, is indeed this very 
sense of  community. His 
parishioners have never 
been ones to shy away from 
taking the pass and running 
with it. 

Prime examples of  this 
can be seen in their efforts 
towards outreach programs 
like the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society, Welcoming Arms, 
and Welcoming Table, 
which brings together 
all of  Aurora’s Christian 
churches to provide meals 
and a place of  belonging for 
underprivileged members of  
the community. 

This is also seen in their 

ongoing efforts as part of  
the ShareLife program 
with an ultimate goal of  
raising $150,000 for the needy 
overseas. Just a few months 
left in their goal, they are 
almost there, having raised 
just over $95,000 and it keeps 
rolling in.

“They just keep on 
giving,” he says of  his 
parishioners. “If  we need 
them for a service, they 
are there. If  someone 
has tragically died, our 
community is there, but that 
goes for all of  Aurora. The 
community of  Aurora is a 
strong witness to helping our 
society be stronger.

“The proof  is in the 
pudding [with Welcoming 
Arms and Welcoming 
Table]. They are right there 
and church meetings are 
ecumenical.”

Church life does not, 
however, come without its 
own challenges. One of  
the key tasks for any priest 
taking on a new parish is 
ensuring that the church 
itself  remains vibrant, 
healthy, and serves its 
purpose. He subscribes to the 
theory that essential to the 
health of  a church are a good 
message, good liturgy and 
good music. 

“It’s all about 
community,” he says. “We 
have a great foundation 
and that foundation can 
only keep going through 
a good prayer life, a good 
community liturgy an, most 
importantly, to have a sense 
of  belonging and continue to 
make people feel they have a 
belonging. Call each one by 
name.

“I think Father Tim 
brought a sense of  
community, a sense of  
belonging. His organizational 
skills are also second to none. 
Maybe that is because of  his 
accounting background, but 
also his understanding that 
when people understand 
their roles, they will succeed 
in their roles.”

In a nutshell, Father Joe 
sums his own role in three 
words: spirituality, social, 
and outreach.
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NEW LOOK

SAME
GREAT BEER

450 SEAT DINING & BAR

WATERFRONT SEATING
 & PATIO FOR 350
RETAIL STORE

CRAFT BREWERY

SPECIAL EVENT SPACE

A ‘DAM GOOD TIME

NOW AVAILABLE AT THE LCBO 
AND THE BEER STORE

WWW.AMSTERDAMBREWHOUSE.COM
@AMSTERDAMBEER

Opening in late June, the Amsterdam Brewhouse, 
at 245 Queens Quay West. 
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CONDOMINIUM TOWNHOMES FREEHOLD SEMI-DETACHED HOMES

THE DANIELS CORPORATION’S NEWEST BUILD-IT-FIRST COMMUNITY IS COMING THIS SPRING TO AURORA

· Three Bedroom Condominium Townhomes  · Three and Four Bedroom Freehold Semi-Detached Homes
· Located at the southeast corner of St. John’s Sideroad and Bayview Avenue

· Close to retail, restaurants, parks, schools and highways 404 & 407 ETR

DISCOVER YOUR HOME SWEET HOME TODAY! 

TOUR A 
Model of EVERY 

home DEsign 
BEFore You Buy!

ALREADY 
UNDER 

CONSTRUCTION

Buy with 

5%
DOWN 

30, 60
& 90 DAY 

MOVE-ins!

FULLY-BUILT CONDO TOWNS
& FREEHOLD SEMIS

FROM $389,900

Illustrations are artist’s concept. Prices, programs and specifi cations are subject to change without notice. Brokers Protected. E.&O.E.  All brand names, logos, images, text and graphics are copyright 
of the owners, The Daniels Corporation, and reproduction in any form, without prior written permission, is strictly prohibited.

DanielsLewisHoney.com

905.853.4443
Daniels-Lewis-Honey

@LewisHoney140

REGISTER TODAY
FOR OUR PREVIEW EVENT THIS SPRING!

COMING THIS SPRING TO AURORA
DANIELS’ NEWEST FULLY-BUILT COMMUNITY


