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Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-5577 1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

Beverley Varcoe   905-727-3154 
Highly Qualified to Handle Your 
Real Estate Needs with Over 25 
years of Award Winning service!

Your Community Realty, Aurora 
www.beverleyvarcoe.com

BROKER, CRES, SRES  
Market Value Appraiser 

www.beverleyvarcoe.com
BRO
MarCall for a SELLER or BUYER package

Continued on page 8

“Look for your Tax Guide in the Mail” Lois Brown
Member of Parliament

Newmarket-Aurora
206-16600 Bayview Ave.
Newmarket ON  L3X 1Z9

www.loisbrown.ca
Tel: 905.953.7515

Did you know our government has reduced taxes in over 140 different ways
since taking office in 2006? Our initiatives have resulted in a typical family of
four saving more than $3,100 in taxes per year, and seniors and pensioners
receiving $2.5 billion in additional tax relief. Look for your Tax Guide booklet in
the mail to ensure your family won’t miss out on these important savings.

WINTER WONDERLAND
Nicolas Trujillo, Claudia Da Silva and Felipe Trujillo wasted no time digging out a patriotic snow fort
on Saturday with an elaborate system of tunnels on the bright, sunny and cloudless Saturday that
followed Thursday and Friday’s massive snowstorm.                                      Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Budget approval targeted for March 26
By Brock Weir

If  all goes according to plan, Aurora’s 2013 budget will be wrapped up by
March 26.

This is the aim of  Dan Elliott, Treasurer for the Town of  Aurora, who
said that following this week’s scheduled budget meeting, he hopes to have
everything ready for consideration and discussion by Councillors at the
March 19 General Committee, before final approval the following Tuesday.

As The Auroran went to press on Monday, Councillors were set to hit the
Council Chamber for what is tentatively scheduled to be the last in a
lengthy series of  budget deliberations. After last week’s session, Aurora’s
proposed 2013 tax hike still stands at 3.58 per cent, but things could change
this week as they consider a few suggested changes and revisions.

One such change is a $10,000 request for Smart Commute, a program
previously supported by Town Council until last year’s budget. Smart
Commute encourages and provides resources for, among other things,
companies to institute car pool programs and provide preferential 
parking space for program users. 

The request comes from the Town’s Trails and Active Transportation
Committee. At their January 30 meeting, they considered an earlier 
delegation from Pat Lusink of  Smart Commute Central York Region.
According to a report before Councillors for this week’s meeting, 
Ms. Lusink said that $10,000 would contribute to further “proactive” 
programs to help drivers change their travel habits and “reduce the stress
on our roads, our lives and the environment.”

The fact that this year’s budget includes plans for renovating the 
parking lot at Town Hall would be a good tie-in to the Smart Commute pro-
gram, they said. 

Ahead of  this Monday’s deliberations, Mr. Elliott encouraged

BASH ON BOURBON STREET

East Gwillimbury Mayor Virginia Hackson, event founder
Carolyn Hamill, Newmarket Mayor Tony Van Bynen,
Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown and Dave Williams,
President and CEO of Southlake Regional Health Centre, put
their glad rags on – and a crown or two – for the annual Mardi
Gras for Southlake Ball held at The Mansion on Industrial
Parkway. The event raised approximately $50,000 for
Southlake’s Pediatric Oncology Centre. For more on the
party, please see page 26.    Auroran photo by David Falconer



AURORA 150 FACT:

Ted Rothwell’s Harness Shop (1915)

Getting around in the summer meant travelling by foot or by 
horse. While this picture was not taken until after the turn of 
the 20th century, harness marking, repairing and selling were 
among Aurora’s earliest trades.

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
Please visit www.aurora.ca/employment to view the job 
postings for Senior Summer Student, Legal (13-08) and for 
Waste and Wastewater Supervisor (13-10)

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Dinner and a Movie
Ice Age: Continental Drift

Where:  Aurora Public Library

When:  Saturday, February 16 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Rating:  Rated PG

Ages:  11 to 14 year-olds

Price:  Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.

For more information, please call 905-726-4760.

Get involved in the 2013 Budget process!

Residents are invited and encouraged to have their 
voices heard on the 2013 Budget by attending and 
speaking at the upcoming sessions:

Operating Budget review and discussion 
 Monday, February 25 at 7 p.m.

All meetings will be held in the Council Chambers, 
located at Aurora Town Hall.

Public input will be received at the beginning of each 
meeting. Those who wish to speak are encouraged to 
register with the Clerk’s office in advance by emailing 
CSecretariat@aurora.ca. Those who do not register 
will be allowed to make a presentation if time permits.

Budget information will be posted to the Town’s 
website at www.aurora.ca/2013budget and updated 
throughout the process.

For more information about the 2013 Budget, please 
contact Dan Elliott, Director of Corporate & Financial 
Services/Treasurer at ourtownbudget@aurora.ca

Check out the 2013 Aurora Living 
Residents Guide

The 2013 Aurora Living Residents Guide will be delivered 
in The Banner Newspaper on Sunday, February 10. Copies 
will be available at various Town facilities next week or for 
download from the Town’s website.

Business Retention and Expansion 
Consultation

In 2012, Town staff met with over 150 local businesses as 
part of the Business Retention and Expansion program, to 
find out about the advantages and disadvantages of doing 
business in Aurora.

Now that the results are in, the Town is consulting with the 
business community on how to best address the top trends 
that have arisen from our business visitation surveys.

Business owners and those interested in the local economy 
are invited to join us for a Business Retention and Expansion 
action planning session on Thursday, February 28  at 7 p.m. 
in the Holland Room at Town Hall.

Check out the 2013 Spring and Summer Parks 
and Recreation Guide

The 2013 Spring and Summer Parks and Recreation Guide 
will be delivered in The Banner Newspaper on Sunday, 
February 10.  Copies are also available for pick-up at 
various Town facilities and on the Town’s website.

2nd Annual Aurora Winter Blues Festival on 
Saturday, March 2

An upfront and intimate evening of that good old blues 
music. Featuring Steve Strongman, The 24th Street Wailers, 
Little Bobby and the Jumpstarts.

Proceeds will go to the Blue Door Shelters. To purchase 
tickets, please visit www.awbf.ca

The Government of Canada is phasing out the 
penny.

Starting February 4, 2013, pennies will no longer be 
distributed to businesses or financial institutions. This will 
only effect cash payments. For cash payments and change 
owed, the Government of Canada has recommended that 
retailers adjust the cash amount by rounding. 

The Town will continue to accept pennies, but will no longer 
dispense them as change.

 

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Tuesday, February 12 7 p.m. Council
Wednesday, February 13 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Thursday, February 14 7:30 p.m. Committee of Adjustment
Friday, February 15 10 a.m. Trails and Active Transportation Committee
Tuesday, February 19 7 p.m. General Committee
Wednesday, February 20 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Board
Wednesday, February 20 7 p.m. Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee
Thursday, February 21 7 p.m. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

General Committee meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Holiday Service Schedule
Family Day – Monday, February 18

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be CLOSED on Monday, February 18 for Family Day.  
Regular business hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. will resume on Tuesday, February 19.

If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off box 24 hours a day 
outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in the boxes and remember to include your 
payment stub along with your payment. Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or 
through your bank’s online banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at www.paytickets.ca

The Aurora Public Library will be CLOSED  
on Monday, February 18.

For more information, please visit 
www.library.aurora.on.ca or  
call 905-727-9494.

LIBRARY

Waste collection in Aurora is  
NOT AFFECTED by Family Day.

For information on waste collection in Aurora, 
please consult your 2013 Recycling and Waste 
Collection Calendar.

WASTE COLLECTION

Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
Saturday, February 16  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, February 17  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday, February 18  8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex
Saturday, February 16  7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, February 17  7:45 a.m to 5 p.m.
Monday, February 18  8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For swimming, skating and Club Aurora fitness schedules,  
please visit www.aurora.ca/holidayrecreation

RECREATION CENTRES

As always, the Town will continue to provide 
essential and emergency services. 

For Town-related emergency situations, 
please call 905-727-1375 or 905-727-3123 
and follow the voice prompts. 

FOR ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES,  
CALL 9-1-1

EMERGENCY SERVICES

The Town of Aurora wishes you a safe and happy holiday!

MUNICIPAL OFFICE

THANK YOU AURORA!
Thanks to the participation of our community, the Mayor’s Levee on Sunday, 
February 3 in Town Park was a great success!

Special thanks to the many individuals who volunteered their time and the 
following organizations for their support and participation: 

The event was a memorable community gathering to celebrate Aurora’s 150th 
birthday. The next celebratory event will be a Military Tattoo scheduled to take 
place on Sunday, May 5. For more information on the Aurora 150 please visit, 
www.aurora150.ca

Sincerely,
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

Are you prepared for an emergency or disaster?
Don’t be scared. Be prepared.

Be prepared for a variety of weather or civil related emergencies by 
knowing the different types of risks, making a household emergency plan 
and assembling an emergency survival kit. 

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/emergencypreparedness
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Arctic
AdventureAdventureAdventureArcticArctic

*We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762.

DELICIOUS FOOD 
Great food will be served! 
A nominal fee will apply.

IGLOO DEMONSTRATION 
Watch the making of a real igloo!

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
MINI SNOW TUBING 
Provided by Snow Valley. 
An opportunity to try mini-tubing!

OUTDOOR PUBLIC SKATING 
Free for all ages. Weather permitting. 
Helmets are strongly recommended.

OUTDOOR WINTER GAMES 
Hockey shoot out, 
snow treasures and much more!

PROFESSIONAL ICE CARVING 
Watch professional ice carvers transform 
blocks of ice into pieces of art.

SNOW SHOEING 
Provided by Sojourn. A perfect activity for the whole family!

TOWN PARK  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2013

10 A.M. to 4 P.M.  DRESS WARMLY

PARKING 
Please be aware that parking in and around Town Park is limited. 

It is recommended that you car pool to and from this event.
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Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4742

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS
The Town of Aurora is in the process of selling approximately 0.6 hectares of the 
property described as Part of Lot 19, Concession 3 in The Town of Aurora.

 
The proposed enactment of the Bylaw approving this sale will be considered by Town Council on  
Tuesday, February 26 in the Council Chambers, Aurora Town Hall, commencing at 7 p.m.  
Written comments or inquiries for information relating to this matter may be directed to Anthony Ierullo, 
Manager of Strategic Initiatives at 905-727-3123, extension 4742. Comments may also be mailed to 
the Planning & Development Services department, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to  
aierullo@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. 

Please note, The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made 
to Town Council and/or its Committees. The Town collects this information to make informed decisions 
on relevant issue(s). If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications 
to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town 
will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make 
your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address, postal code or email 
address, available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. By submitting a fax, 
email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect and use the above-
noted information for this purpose. 

The Town audio records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council and/
or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff and may make these audio 
recordings available to the public. Please direct any questions about this collection to the Town Clerk  
at 905-727-3123, ext. 4771.

Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow for Sydney

Sports Dome taxes comes 
under Council scrutiny

By Brock Weir

The Aurora Sports
Dome has been a long-per-
colating issue for some
Councillors, but matters
between the Town and the
service provider regard-
ing operations costs final-
ly came to a head last
week.

The discussion centred
around a recommendation
before Councillors at last
Tuesday’s General
Committee meeting out-
lining a series of  concerns
calling for the renegotia-
tion of  the contract
between the Municipality
and operators of  the
Aurora Sports Dome. 

Although there have
been concerns in some
quarters over the Town’s
relationship with the
Dome for the better part of
five years, it has been a
regular topic for talks in
meetings for the past three
months.

Councillor Wendy
Gaertner, for instance, has
continually revisited the
issue with Town staff  to
come forward with infor-
mation on the ongoing
operating costs of  the
Dome and last Tuesday’s
report outlined some, but
not all, of  these concerns.

Staff  recommendations
include turning over the

operating costs of  the
Dome from the Town to
the operators along with a
provision of  making the
dome tax-exempt as it is a
public-private partner-
ship.

“[The Dome] is inde-
pendently owned and
maintained as a commer-
cial venture,” said Al
Downey, Aurora’s Director
of  Parks and Recreation in
the report. “The munici-
pally owned land is leased
to them for this purpose
and accordingly the prop-
erty is taxable.

“Currently taxes for
the Town, Region and
School portions are bud-
geted expense of  the Town
in the [Parks and
Recreation] operating
budget. Also, the Town’s
share of  those taxes is
reflected in the Town’s
revenue budgets. The net
cost to the Town is only
the total of  the Region and
School portions, or
approximately $38,992.”

These numbers on Mr.
Downey’s report, however,
only reflected numbers
paid last year on the
Regional and School
Rates. Since the Dome was
first taxed in 2006, the
Town has paid just over
$303,000 in Regional and
Educational taxes on the
land.

Discussions over the
history of  the agreement
are likely to prove a key
point in discussion when
Council takes a crack at
the recommendations this
week. If  a memo prepared
by Councillor John Gallo
is accepted as part of  this
week’s Council agenda,
questions will be raised on
why previous recommen-
dations from Town Staff
to make the Dome tax
exempt were not carried
out since they originally
came forward over five
years ago, or at least ter-
minate the agreement for
something more
favourable.

Asking questions on
the history of  the agree-
ment last week, however,
proved to be a difficult
task for some Councillors
as Councillor Evelyn
Buck, who was in the
Chair for the committee
meeting, kept discussions
strictly pertaining to the
recommendations on the
floor, rather than how the
Town had gotten to that
point. 

Numerous questions
were asked, numerous
questions were shut down,
but the discussion contin-
ued.

“I want to know how we
can recapture [the tax dol-

Continued on page 16

By Brock Weir

Sydney’s long golden
hair, seen above, is over
six months in the making,
but a local hairdresser
plans on making fast work
of  these efforts this
Saturday, February 16 as
she cuts off  her locks all
for a good cause.

Sydney LaCourse, 9, a
student at Aurora Senior
Public School is cutting off
her hair to raise money
for the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation and
donating her hair to Locks
of  Love, to make wigs for
people in need. 

She is no stranger to
using her fertile follicles
to raise money for a good
cause, but this particular
initiative hits very close to
home. She and her mother
Tara Wardrop-LaCourse
are spearheading a num-
ber of  initiatives through-
out their Milestone

Crescent community and
beyond to raise money for
the disease, which claimed
the life of  a very good
friend and neighbour in
August. 

“My best friend’s broth-
er passed away in
August,” explains Tara.
“He lived in the same com-
plex as us and lived home
alone and had a diabetic
seizure, fell down the
stairs and passed away. We
decided we would do the
Walk for Juvenile
Diabetes but because
times are hard for every-
body, nobody just wants to
donate money. We came up
with this idea because...in
[Sydney’s eyes] two very
worthy charities gain
from this – a child battling
cancer will get a wig with
some of  her hair, and with
the money raised, they
can hopefully find a cure
for juvenile diabetes, or at
least find a way to help

kids with juvenile dia-
betes just deal with it easi-
er.”

Sydney and Tara are
fundraising as members
of  Team HILO in their
friend’s honour and their
efforts will culminate in
the 2013 Telus Walk in
Toronto June 9, kicking
off  at the CNE Band Shell. 

Future initiatives to
help them reach their $500
goal, include a garage sale
within their community, a
collection of  Canada’s
dearly-defunct pennies
that would go directly into
the fundraising efforts for
the foundation, a bake
sale, and a community
activity day complete with
a bouncy castle, face paint-
ing, and other fun activi-
ties. 

To help Sydney reach
her goal, visit
jdrfca.donordrive.com and
search “Tara and Sydney
LaCourse”. 



Fasten your seatbelts. It’s going to
be a bumpy night.

Avid Council aficionados in this
community – and yes, Virginia, this
rare breed actually does exist – may
have felt a few pangs of  separation
anxiety as Council got back into their
regular show time rhythm after the
winter hiatus. Indeed, people who
treat such meetings as an unusual
form of  entertainment may have felt
like one of  their favourite shows had
jumped the proverbial shark.

After all, one of  the characters they
love – and, in some cases, love to hate –
was sidelined by the bug that had
seemingly swept the length and
breadth of  North America beyond the
holiday season.

The absence of  Councillor Evelyn
Buck from the proceedings was noted
by many, particularly when some of
her favourite subjects for debate
passed by with none of  the regular
gusto had she been at the table. 

These include the stampede of
interested arts groups not to place a
bid for a Civic Holiday music festival
at Town Park and the establishment of
a new Cultural Services agreement
with the Aurora Cultural Centre. I
couldn’t have been the only one brac-
ing for what had the potential to be the
longest session of  new business in
recorded Council history, right? 

“I WANT TO TEACH THE WORLD TO SING
IN PERFECT HARMONY...”

Council was in its glory last
Monday, meeting to do their annual
dance around water rates. These ses-
sions typically follow the same format.
The inevitable increase is presented.
They hem and haw over it, decide
there is little they can do about it, and
then they move on. Invariably they
invite employees from the Region of
York to come and explain themselves
and face a barrage of  questions, which
ultimately leads back to exactly the
same place.

Councillor Buck’s return to
Council, however, shook things up a
little bit. Perhaps just seizing her
opportunity for an outlet, she wasted
no time in getting down to business

with a passionate plea about this “pain
in the a—“ budget and what could per-
haps be a pretty sweet deal for the City
of  Toronto and the Region of  Peel
when it comes to 
supplying York Region with its 
drinking water. 

“Councillor Buck is back”
exclaimed Councillor John Gallo after
she emptied all the chambers in her
verbal six shooter. Indeed, she was.
After all, what other Councillor’s fiscal
policies and ideas could inspire over-
tures from one member of  the audi-
ence just one hair shy of  a full-on mar-
riage proposal?

Looking back over the course of  the
week, I can’t help but wonder whether
Councillor Gallo has any regret in
being so effusive in his enthusiasm.

THE MILFORD SCHOOL: WHERE CHIL-
DREN ARE NEITHER SEEN NOR HEARD
So, where was the love less than 24

hours later at the following evening’s
General Committee meeting?
Councillor Buck happened to be in the
chair and, as is her chairing style,
things were going along at a pretty
good clip until they got to discussions
over negotiating a new agreement
between the Town of  Aurora and the
Aurora Sports Dome. 

The meeting started to careen off
the rails when Councillor Gallo 
questioned the “rationale” of  execut-
ing an agreement at this point rather
than years ago. It was downhill from
there.

“The answer is simple,” said
Councillor Buck in response to his
question.

“Through you, Madame Chair, to
the director,” he replied.

“No!”
“What do you mean no?”
“I am in the chair and I am giving

you the answer. It is not his job to tell
you it was lack of  political initiative.”

“It’s not your job to direct my 
questions where you please.”

“Yes, it is.”
At that point, Councillor Gallo 

formally questioned the ruling of  the
chair and although it is actually her
job to direct a Councillor’s question
where ever she pleases as Chair, it set
the tone for the rest of  the evening,
continuing with questions from
Councillors Chris Ballard and Wendy
Gaertner over this issue as well as the
proposal from Lucid Community
Development to hold a music festival
on the last weekend of  July.

“JUST SIT RIGHT BACK 
AND YOU’LL HEAR A TALE...”

One of  the primary reasons
Councillor Buck said she would not
allow the questions on the Aurora
Sports Dome when they veered close
to, or directly onto, the issue of  the old
– or essentially current – agreement
on the table was that it was not 
germane to the recommendation on
the table to forge ahead with new nego-
tiations. 

That may or may not be the case,
but it is hard to hold up that argument
given the precedents that were so
recently established, obliterated and
established again in little over four
weeks. I am referring to the talks that
were held just last month on the estab-
lishment of  a new agreement with the
Cultural Centre. 

Considerable amounts of  time 
during these negotiations were spent
by last week’s chair reflecting and
musing upon the current agreement
on the road to talking about the new
one. Had Mayor Dawe or Councillor
John Abel, who were often in the chair
during these talks, nipped spelunking
down the shaft of  the Cultural
Centre’s history in the bud, as was the
case with the Dome Debacle, some
would certainly be crying foul. 
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Councillors sound off on Lucid proposal
The Mayor and Town councillors have a responsibility to

ensure the Town is managed properly and dollars are spent
wisely. 

When an important issue comes to our attention we have
an obligation to speak out – to ask questions of  staff  and fel-
low councillors. But when we are denied that opportunity to
do so, as we were at the General Committee meeting last week,
we must go public in order to represent your best interests.

What questions were we not allowed to ask during a public
meeting? They relate to a proposal from a company called
Lucid Community Development Group.

Many in the community are still upset that after four suc-
cessful years, the not-for-profit Jazz+ Festival was unceremo-
niously kicked out of  town. Hundreds of  local volunteers were
shocked and Aurora’s reputation took a blow, as a Tourism
Ontario award winning festival was shut down. (Aurora’s loss
is, alas, Newmarket’s gain as organizers will run a festival in
that community this summer.)

After shutting down the Jazz+ Festival and enduring pub-
lic outrage, Council needed something to replace the success-
ful event, so it issued a formal Request For Proposal (RFP),
asking for submissions on running a town music festival.
There were no takers. The deadline for the RFP was extended
by a week. Again, no takers.

However, shortly after the RFP closed, Lucid Community
Development Group, based in Port Dover, Ontario, came for-
ward with an unsolicited proposal for a multi-year contract
with the Town to provide a “live performance” event at
Machell Park on July 27 and 28, and to take over the Aurora
Teen Idol and Aurora’s Got Talent, our traditional communi-
ty events.

We are not questioning the capabilities or motivation of
Lucid or its partners. We do, however, have concerns about
their proposal and the speed at which Town Council is pro-
ceeding. It’s as if  many on Council are in a panic to replace the
Jazz+ Festival.

What we are questioning is why there were two proposals
– one given council on January 22 and the other, dated
January 28, given only to staff.

There are significant differences between the two propos-
als. 

The most important are that the January 28 proposal asks
the town to pay Lucid $25,000, sign a two-year agreement, take
over Aurora Teen Idol and Aurora’s Got Talent, fence the park
and charge double the Jazz+ Festival entrance fee.

Shockingly, the January 28 proposal has never been placed
before the public. It has never been debated at a Council meet-
ing. Both are required if  your Council is to be transparent, fis-
cally responsible and acting in the community’s best interest.

We did not know of  the second report until late last week
when rumours of  its existence began circulating.

Missing from both proposals are client references. There
are lots of  nice sounding phrases, but Lucid has not given us
one example, one contact name or one phone number that
would help us confirm that what they are selling has been a
success in other communities.

As a result, we are unable to do our due diligence on your
behalf.

The promoter has attracted some talented people to his
consortium, but we should not let fast talk and big names
blind us to what is best for Aurora.

Mayor thanks organizers of levee
A sincere thanks and congratulations to the organiz-

ing committee and our Town Staff  on hosting a very
successful Mayor’s Levee last Sunday. 

I very much appreciate the efforts of  everyone
involved in creating an engaging afternoon that proved
to be a great kick-off  to our year of  celebrations. 

I look forward to our next event on May 5th!

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
Aurora

Continued on page 6



I have sure noticed the wonderful
changes to this paper that Brock Weir and
the new owner have undertaken over the
past year or so; additional pages of  content
and new columnists and new regular fea-
tures.

Yet, the paper still contains ample room
for my favourite section - the letters to the
editor, which I think makes this paper very
unique, special and why I am so very proud
to be associated with it.

As loyal readers of  this column know, I
have tried over the years to publicize those
in our community who have made a differ-
ence.

Almost three years ago, I wrote a column
entitled, “Steve, Marten and Ian”. The arti-
cle dealt with three special men in our com-
munity – two who had just passed away and
one who was, and is still, with us.

I reprint that column because it also con-
tained my call for a new regular feature in
this newspaper called “Community
Spotlight”.

From April 2010:

“Two weeks ago, more than two hundred
of  Steve Hinder’s friends and family gath-
ered at the Manor at Carrying Place Golf
and Country Club to honour Steve for his
“Lifetime of  Excellence in Community
Service”.

I was hoping to be in
attendance, but unfortu-
nately, work travel com-
mitments kept me away.

As I read in last week’s
edition of  the Auroran,
Steve commented in his
remarks to the crowd that
“What a cool opportunity
to have all these people in
one room, all these people
who mean a lot to me in
my life and here I am at
the front of  the room and
it’s not my funeral! That
doesn’t happen often!”

I arrived back in town to attend another
event – and a sad one at that - the funeral of
Marten Mol.

Marten was a long time resident of
Aurora and a pillar of  this community.

He was a successful businessman, and
as published last week in the Auroran, he
was “a Leader in the Dutch community, and
knighted by Queen Beatrice for his work
with Dutch Canadian organizations”.

He was also a prolific letter writer to the
Auroran. I always enjoyed reading his let-
ters; they were uplifting, had a spiritual ele-
ment and were always positive – just like
the man.

I did not know Marten very well, but we
did serve together a number of  years ago on

the local Progressive
Conservative Party
Riding Association Board
and we would always have
a quick chat when we
would see each other at
various community
events.

The funeral took place
at the Bethel Christian
Reformed Church in
Newmarket and it was
packed.

His three children took
to the podium to pay trib-
ute to their father. They

all spoke so eloquently and I am not
ashamed to admit that at various times
through their reminiscing I wiped away a
few tears.

Their speeches also contained some very
humorous lines, including one of  Marten’s
daughters telling us about her father cut-
ting the lawn in his suit.

I was also amazed to learn more about
the depth and breadth and success of  his
business career and the fact that he sat on
nineteen different community boards and
that he even found time to co-author a book.

As I sat in the pew that Saturday it made
me recall another community activist who
passed away recently.

Ian Munro died this past December. 

I also knew Ian from our time together
on the local Provincial Progressive
Conservative Board. He was a professional
engineer by training, a former president of
a local rate payers association, and he was a
volunteer on the Ontario Power Authority’s
Working Group examining the energy
options in our community.

We have so many wonderful people
around us and it seems we really don’t get a
chance to know them well. Although I
served with both Marten and Ian on politi-
cal associations, it was not until I attended
their funerals that I really understood what
remarkable men they were.

And, unlike the case with Steve Hinder
two weeks ago, we didn’t get a chance to say
thank you while they were still with us.

It would be nice to see a regular feature
in this paper called “Community Spotlight”
– which would highlight someone from one
of  the numerous organizations in Aurora. 

It could profile someone involved in the
church, a not-for-for profit entity, a sporting
organization - what have you. Above the
brief  story could be a picture of  the individ-
ual. 

Our community is a better place to live
because of  the involvement of  Steve,
Marten and Ian.”

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Page 5THE AURORAN, Tuesday, February 12, 2013

Aurora’s 150th Anniversary
Last week I informed the House of

Commons of  the Town of  Aurora’s
150th anniversary celebrations taking
place this year. It was also a proud
moment for me to stand in Parliament
and acknowledge the many volunteers
working hard to make this a very spe-
cial year, and to invite all Canadians to
the celebrations. Statements by
Members of  Parliament are officially
recorded through Hansard, making this
tremendous occasion forever enshrined
in Canadian history.

Public Transit Tax Credit
Tax season is here, and I would like

to encourage residents to take advan-
tage of  the various tax credits intro-
duced by our government as part of  our
plan to help keep taxes low. The Public
Transit Tax Credit, for instance, was
used by 1.6 million Canadians who
claimed approximately $1.3 billion last
year. You can claim a public transit
amount if  you buy monthly or longer
duration public transit passes that
allow unlimited travel within Canada
on local buses, streetcars, subways,
commuter trains, buses and ferries. You
can also claim the cost of  some shorter
duration passes or electronic payment
cards. The full amount of  any combina-
tion of  passes can be claimed, as well as
the amount for your spouse or common-
law partner, and any children under the

age of  19. 
If, for example, your

monthly transit pass
costs $100, you will be eli-
gible to claim a public
transit amount of  $1,200
for the year, which results
in a non-refundable tax
credit of  $180. You will
find more details at
www.cra.gc.ca/transit-
pass. 

Since taking office in
2006, our government has
reduced taxes in over 140
different ways, resulting in a typical
family of  four saving more than $3,100
in taxes per year, and seniors and pen-
sioners receiving $2.5 billion in addi-
tional tax relief  annually. Residents will
be receiving my Tax Guide booklet in
the mail and I encourage you to read
through to ensure your family does not
miss out on important savings

International Development Week
Last week, Canada celebrated

International Development Week, a
time when we pay tribute to the thou-
sands of  Canadians who devote them-
selves to improving lives in the develop-
ing world. From coast to coast, from the
smallest of  towns to the largest of
cities, a diverse cross-section of
Canadians engage in international
development activities out of  a shared

concern for the world’s
less fortunate.  I would
like to take this opportu-
nity to thank all those in
Newmarket-Aurora for
helping; from the 
students who will be
spending March Break
building schools in
South America to the
doctors who volunteer
weeks at a time deliver-
ing babies in Africa. 

Prime Minister’s Awards
for Teaching Excellence

Do you know an outstanding teacher
- someone who encourages, enables and
inspires students to do their very best?
The Prime Minister’s Awards (PMA) for
Teaching Excellence honour outstand-
ing and innovative elementary and sec-
ondary school teachers who instill in
their students a love of  learning and
equip them with the knowledge and
skills needed to excel in a 21st century
society and economy. Up to 15
Certificates of  Excellence (national
level), including a financial award of
$5,000 and up to 35 Certificates of
Achievement (regional level), including
a financial award of  $1,000, will be
awarded. Visit www.pma.gc.ca to down-
load a nomination package today. The
deadline for applications is March 31,
2013.

Sustainable Development
Sustainable development is the

approach Canada and many other coun-
tries have chosen to integrate environ-
mental, economic, and social priorities
into policies and programs. It encour-
ages the responsible and sustained use
of  natural, human, and economic
resources, taking into account future
generations. In Economic Action Plan
2012, our government’s Responsible
Resource Development plan commits to
strengthening environmental protec-
tions including tougher penalties for
polluters, advanced regulations for
pipeline and marine spill response and
enhanced safety regulations for tankers.
On February 4th, our Government com-
missioned a pan-Canadian risk assess-
ment study on readiness to respond to
ship-source spills in Canadian waters,
which will provide the Government
with key information to support contin-
uous improvements to marine safety.
The Environment Commissioner noted
in his recent report that the government
is making progress in a number of  key
areas such as weather forecasting, safe
drinking water, air quality, and green-
house gas reductions. 

If  you would like to contact me on
these or any other issue, please call
905.953.7515 or visit my website at
www.loisbrown.ca.  I look forward to
hearing from you.

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.
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Double-takes is a repho-
tography project by The
Aurora Heritage
Authority.  The second
installment of which
focuses on the northeast
corner of Mosely Street
and Victoria Street and
was accomplished by pho-
tographer Peter Cameron.
The street itself hasn’t
changed that much, but
the latest incarnation of
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church certainly has.
Thanks to everyone who
wrote in on last month’s
double-take looking
north towards the Yonge
and Wellington intersec-
tion. The consensus from
those who responded
identified the man in the
photo as dentist Dr.
Henderson.

The call for a “Community Spotlight”

New Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne took over
from Dalton McGuinty on February 11. So far, what is
your impression of  Ms. Wynne as she gets down to
business?

a)      Favourable

b)      Unfavourable

c)      Indifferent
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Japanese Restaurant 
TeppanyakiTeppanyaki

where your food 
is grilled 

right at your table!
The only 

Teppanyaki Restaurant in 
Aurora, Oakridges
 and Newmarket!

GRAND OPENING

905-841-3848

Flo Murray proved “size does matter” in community building
Aurora Taxpayers forfeit

gobs of  money to a revolving
door of  often insecure mem-
bers of  Council who gleefully
spend it on consultants to tell
us what we already know:
Aurora is a great place to live.

Why?  Because Aurora
offers a wide range of  leisure
services, amenities, trails
along with a mix of  subur-
ban and small town feel.
Aurora boasts first rate com-
munity groups and is a great
place to raise a family.  

Yes all of  these are true.
Aurora looks good in a
brochure, but none of  these

are the reason I moved here.
Flo Murray was.
Aurora’s culture isn’t pro-

vided through some patheti-
cally cobbled together “ser-
vices agreement”, nor is it
contained in the four walls of
a single building.  

No, culture in Aurora is
found in its rich cast of  char-
acters, particularly those
who consider Aurora “our”
town, and find ways to share
its past, present and future
with others.  

Flo was such a character.
One of  her own making, not
of  others.  It is unfortunate

that in some recent press
pieces she was reduced to lit-
tle more than a comparison
to a cheesy 1980’s marketing
campaign for a second rate
battery company.

That isn’t how I chose to
remember Flo at all.  A more
fitting image may be that of  a
tennis ball in motion, espe-
cially seeing as this was a
sport she picked up in her
teens and enjoyed well into
her eighties.  Flo was a com-
pact ball of  energy often
whizzing by others who were
standing still, or who recent-
ly swung but failed to con-

nect.  
Connecting was never

Flo’s issue. She connected
with everyone and every-
thing.  She had a grip and she
would pull you toward her, lit-
erally.  This was a trait shared
by her many siblings and she
put it to great use in our town. 

Flo’s service to both
Aurora and the region
through social work and
fundraising is well docu-
mented and does not need to
be rehashed here.  She was
engaged in municipal poli-
tics right up to the end.  

Although often support-
ing a great cast of  characters
Flo will be remembered as a
political dynamo in her own
right.  And unlike several
politicians left in her wake
she got things done.

To do so she often brought
attention to her stature,
either accentuated by stand-
ing beside much taller fig-
ures, or under one of
her flamboyant hats.  

Flo proved that size does

matter.  When you’re concen-
trated and moving in the
right direction you can over-
come almost any obstacle.
Especially those put in your
way by others.

I moved to Aurora to con-
nect with my family roots,
which I understand go back
to the early to mid 1800s.

Unfortunately due to
severe political mishandling
over the past eight years
resulting in the collapse of
the “Aurora Heritage
Centre”, a state-of-the-art
museum funded by a sizeable
grant from the federal gov-
ernment, this has been any-
thing but a straightforward
journey.

Combined with an ineffec-
tual and unsustainable
Historical Society, preoccu-
pied with the history of  one
house at the expense of  the
rest of  the town, and the close
mindedness and exclusion-
ary practices of  its executive
has made what should be an
enjoyable discovery a down-

right miserable one.
As we engage in celebrat-

ing the Town’s birthday, its
rich past needs to be brought
to life, it needs to be animat-
ed, it needs to be moving at
full speed. Not unlike a 
tennis ball.  

Flo Murray isn’t simply
part of  our town’s past, she
has paved the way for its
future through continually
embracing others and not
shying away from the act of
change.

If  there’s one lesson I’ve
learnt from my great aunt,
the greatest of  great aunts,
it’s that life is never fully lived
by going with the flow.  

Make your own flow, spill
over on others, cause ripples,
make waves.

You won’t just make histo-
ry.  You won’t just make “cul-
ture”.  You’ll make a sense of
community.

One just like ours.

Christopher Watts
Aurora

Gallo says, “allow me to explain…”
(Re: Funding did not slip away, February 5,

Page 4)

Mr. Francis, I read your Letter to the
Editor about my apparent error in under-
standing the potential for the Town to receive
a Federal Funding Grant for $500k towards
the construction of  the Fleury Playhouse.  

I also read that you are critical of  my plac-
ing an advertorial in the paper regarding this
issue.  Not the norm, I would agree, and
while I’m typically not criticized for saying
too much the message took far more than the
700 words allowed for a normal Letter to the
Editor. I was not willing to condense my com-
ments, as it was important to me to commu-
nicate the whole story to the pubic.  

After last Tuesday night’s General
Committee meeting where the Chair did not
allow me to ask questions about the Sports
Dome or the Lucid music fest, I’m sure you
can understand why someone would resort
to exercising their democratic right to com-
municate their thoughts to the public
through the paper.  Taking out an ad if  neces-
sary.

First, the Tennis Club found the grant and
I applaud them for it.  Secondly, I have no
issue that there could have been a debate
over the likelihood of  success of  receiving
the grant; no one bothered to ask.

I firmly believe that we should explore
every possibility of  grant funding that is

available to us.  The Aurora Tennis Club was
willing to be the party that would apply for
the grant (The Town could not do it as it
required a not for profit group to submit the
application) and we should have taken
advantage of  that.  Instead, the only inquiry
that was made by Mr. Downey was after I sug-
gested that we had lost that opportunity.
Surely, common sense would dictate that we
put an effort forward before the deadline of  a
potential funding source to see whether we
qualify, rather than after.  No written verifica-
tion of  the denial, simply words.

I scrutinized the criteria for applying for
the fund before I supported it.  

My motion was to move forward in baby
steps, apply for the fund, earmark funds in
the budget and decide how to proceed once
we understood whether or not we were 
successful in obtaining the grant.
Unfortunately, the majority of  council had
no appetite for exploring this idea.  I will be
focusing my time on moving ahead with
other ideas that perhaps are more appealing
to council, we shall see.

I’ve asked the Editor to communicate
with Mr. Francis and provide him my con-
tact info so that I could clarify my views.  I
can be reached at johngallo@johngallo.ca if
you would like to chat.

John Gallo
Aurora

Resident congratulates organizers 
I’d like to express my

heartfelt congratulations to
the Aurora 150 Organizing
Committee for their great
kick-off  party Sunday in
Town Park. 

This event, billed as the
Mayor’s Levee, was the first
of  four major events this vol-
unteer committee will be pre-
senting this year. Of  signifi-
cance was that this Levee
took place on February 3, the

actual “birth” date of  the
Town of  Aurora. The cold
temperatures didn’t deter the
crowds from showing up in
great numbers. Families
enjoyed the skating, broom-
ball, tug o’ war, bonfire, hot
chocolate, and treats. The
multi-faith candle-lighting
and blessing of  the Town
gave pause for reflection and
thanks, and the official
unveiling of  the Aurora 150th

Councillors want input

Please tell us what you
think. We’ve included our
email addresses below.

Councillor John Gallo, 
johngallo@johngallo.ca,

Councillor Wendy Gaertner,
gaertnerwendy@gmail.com,

Councillor Chris Ballard,
chris@chrisballard.ca.

(Editor’s note:
Organizers of  the Aurora
Jazz+ Festival chose not to
place a bid or make a pro-
posal for the use of  Town
Park when the time arose,
following Council’s deci-
sion to open the Civic
Holiday Weekend up for
bids.)

From page 4

celebration flag (beautifully-
designed by Aurora student
Victoria Harris), capped off  a
great day.

Thanks too, all the Town
staff, Optimists, and volun-
teers who worked all the
events, refilled the hot choco-
late, stoked the bonfire, and
generally ran around making
sure everyone was having a
great time. 

There was a great feeling
of  true community at the
park yesterday. I think it was
that sense that warmed me
more than the bonfire. 

Congratulations again to
the Committee. Your hard
work and dedication showed
though yesterday. Cheers. 

Happy Birthday Aurora,
here’s to a great year of  cele-
brations! 

Matt Maddocks
Aurora



When I heard that Petch
House, an historic building,
would be saved and erected
behind the Centre, I was
pleased. We really need to be
more diligent in saving the
Town’s history.

Late last summer, workers
slaved over a concrete slab
and ultimately, the placement
of  huge blocks of  timber that
would be Petch House once
again. 

At one point, the wood
looked odd, like it had been
accidentally slapped with
white paint. “How are they
going to fix that?” I won-
dered. Well, it wasn’t long
before I found out. They
added narrow wood siding
over the entire thing. 

Looking at the end result,
I now have lost my enthusi-
asm for saving it. “That’s it?”
I thought. “This doesn’t look
historic. Did they have thin
siding like that back then?
What was wrong with filling
the spaces between the bare
beams with clay as they did
in the old days? Wouldn’t that
have made it more historic?
Did Petch House have this
siding before it was ripped
apart and stored?” 

Rumor is that there are no
pictures to check it out, but I
think there must be, some-
where. It would be interest-
ing to see the before and after. 

The conversation over
this structure frequently
comes up at the Centre in
casual chit-chat. People are
puzzled. 

The other day during one
such conversation, it was
suggested that the old build-
ing that was used as the
Montessori School in its last
days was more deserving of
being saved. 

I hadn’t paid much atten-
tion to that old building so I
have no idea what it looked
like and how historic it
appeared, but I have to agree. 

I recall one house on
Edward Street at Allaura that
looked like a good candidate,
too. 

For many years, I enjoyed
passing the spot and seeing
the horse in the field while
the owner puttered around
the red barn out back. 

It’s easy to overlook
buildings on a route we
often travel. We become so
accustomed to seeing them,
that we take them for grant-
ed. To be perfectly honest,
and without going out in
this storm to check, I can’t
recall if  that building is still
there or not. I don’t think it
is. 

If  not, it should have
been saved. 

Casino Rama 
On February 19, the

Centre is offering another
trip to Casino Rama. For a
mere $5, you receive a five
hour visit to the casino plus
a $15 coin voucher. You can
sign up at the Centre’s
reception desk. 

Bocce Ball Courts 
Last summer, conversa-

tion abounded about the new
bocce ball courts that would
be constructed beside the
building. It makes a lot of
sense to make this a priority,
since it’s the only outdoor
activity the seniors have to
enjoy. 

In January, the Town of
Aurora – General Committee
met to discuss funding. The
recommendation that came
out of  that meeting was for
the Centre to contribute
$5,000 to building basic level
courts which would cost a
total of  $47,000. 

This is great news for the
avid bocce ball players whose
numbers are quickly rising.
With luck, perhaps the courts
will be finished in time for
this season’s games. 

Proposal for senior programs 
Our president, Charles

Sequeira, has presented
three ideas to Lois Brown,
MP Newmarket-Aurora that
will benefit seniors. If  they
are added to the town’s 2013
Budget, it will be great news. 

The proposals put for-
ward include: a) introduction
of  a tax credit for seniors
who regularly participate in
fitness programs or join a
gym; b) extending the home
improvement incentive plan
to help lower seniors’ month-
ly costs; and c) more empha-
sis on elder abuse awareness
programs. 

Gift campaign success 
The Seniors in Need pro-

gram, organized by the
Friday Dance Committee,
was highly successful.
Several large containers full
of  items were handed to
Neighborhood Network,
Aurora for distribution to
needy seniors over
Christmas. The committee
thanks all those who donated
items to this worthy cause. 

Victorian Tea 
I couldn’t let this column

go without one last comment
about the Victorian Tea, even
though it will be over by the
time you read this. 

At the last minute, a snow
storm diminished the ticket
sales. Can I re-open ticket
sales at the last minute, after I
already announced no tickets
sales at the door? We have 12
tickets left as of  last Friday
afternoon and food was
ordered Wednesday in antici-
pation of  selling out. 

I’m told no, because then
people will expect it at future
events. But this is a special sit-
uation, I argue to no avail.
Maybe a few of  you will show
up anyway, as I’m told some of
you are prone to do. 
For more information on

the Aurora Seniors’ Centre
and all it has to offer, drop 
by 90 John West Way, 
visit the web site www.auro-
raseniors.ca, email aurorase-
niors@rogers.com or call 
905-726-4767 between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday. 
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Presents 

 

TCHAIKOVSKY – Polonaise from Eugene Onegin

CHOPIN – Piano Concerto No.1,  Guest Artist: Su Jeon, Piano
TCHAIKOVSKY – Romeo & Juliet Fantasy Overture

 
TCHAIKOVSKY – Capriccio Italien

 

 

 

 

“ROMANTIC LEGENDS”

For Saturday concert call: York Symphony at (416) 410-0860
For Sunday concert call: Richmond Hill at: (905) 787-8811  OR ONLINE: www.rhcentre.ca

Tickets: Saturday: Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $12
Sunday:   Adults $30, Seniors $25, Students $15

 

Program:  

Saturday, February 16- 8PM at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora...79 Victoria St.
Sunday, February 17 - 7:30 PM at Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts. 10268 Yonge St.

Do you know your 

FINANCIAL INDEPENDANCE NUMBER?

KNOW WHEN YOU’LL BE DEBT FREE?
Families don’t plan to fail...they fail to plan!

Call to get your

FREE FINANCIAL NEEDS ANALYSIS TODAY !  

RICK VAN DAALEN: 1-866-254-0119 
Visit us online www.primericacanada.ca

DAMIR
VRANCIC

LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

PRIVATE

SALE
AURORA 

TOWNHOUSE
Wellington Lanes 
(n/w corner of 

Bayview and Wellington) 
Three bedroom plus - two

full bath plus one - 
1,950 sq. ft. 

Oak hardwood 1st floor -
cozy, fully finished basement. 
2012 new roof - garage plus
parking for two extra cars.
Three fireplaces - lots of 
storage - move-in ready. 

Excellent, well-maintained home.
$445,000

905-841-3450

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

Petch House becomes the conversation
of the day… again 

Council to revisit Codes of Conduct, Ethics 
and Integrity Commissioner

By Brock Weir

They were three issues
that dogged Aurora’s last
Council and spilled over to
this Council with
Councillors aiming to ter-
minate the position of
Integrity Commissioner,
but incumbent David
Tsubouchi beating them to
the punch with his resigna-
tion. 

But Councillors will
soon be asked to revisit this
issue, providing direction
on the future of  Aurora’s
Code of  Conduct and Code
of  Ethics, and the man or
woman appointed or yet-to-
be-appointed to oversee
complaints brought under
either code. 

“The decision of
whether to have a Code of
Ethics or a Code of
Conduct is entirely a politi-
cal one,” says John Leach,
Town Clerk for the Town of
Aurora, in a report before
Council this week.
“Council in effect regulates
itself  in the realm of  ethics
and conduct. Where a Code
of  Conduct is adopted, a
formal complaint and
investigation process as
well as an enforcement
mechanism may be estab-
lished. 

“Most municipalities do
not have a Code of  Conduct
and it is suspected that
although more have Codes
of  Ethics, a majority of
municipalities likely do
not.” 

In his report, Mr. Leach
asks for direction, but pro-
vides four possible alterna-
tives for Council to consid-
er. These include rescind-
ing either or both codes,
maintaining the status quo,
altering the codes as neces-
sary, or combining them
into one document as they
are, he notes, very similar
codes.

While they are similar
in wording, in practicality
there is a distinct differ-
ence, he says, in that there
is no enforcement mecha-
nism for the Code of  Ethics.
This is not the case with the
Code of  Conduct. 

As we saw in the last
term of  Council, reviewing
complaints brought against
a Councillor under the
Code of  Conduct must be
reviewed by an integrity
commissioner. 

“If  a municipality has a
Code of  Conduct, there is
no requirement to appoint
an Integrity Commissioner
unless a complaint is filed,”
says Mr. Leach.  “At this
time Aurora has no
Integrity Commissioner as
the previously appointed
Commissioner resigned on
February 20, 2011. 

“Consequently, should a
complaint be received
Council would be obligated
to appoint an integrity
commissioner and identify
a funding source. There are
444 municipalities in
Ontario, research indicates
that roughly 45 municipali-
ties have appointed
Integrity Commissioners.”

Vaughan and Richmond
Hill join Markham in hav-
ing an integrity commis-
sioner. The back six of  York
Region municipalities do

without. All but
Whitchurch-Stouffville and
East Gwillimbury have
either or both a Code of
Conduct or Code of  Ethics.
East Gwillimbury rescind-
ed theirs in 2011. 

The Codes and the posi-
tion of  Integrity
Commissioner were two
hot button issues in the last
election, with some argu-
ing they were essential in
maintaining Council deco-
rum, with others arguing
that Councillors have the
good sense to conduct
themselves with the dignity
of  the office. 

While some candidates
argued in favour of  doing
away with the Integrity
Commissioner position
altogether, others proposed
alternatives, such as hiring
one on a case-by-case basis,
partnering with another
municipality on sharing
the costs of  one
Commissioner, or one
integrity commissioner
appointed by the Region to
oversee complaints over all-
nine of  its municipalities. 

Speaking to The
Auroran prior to next
week’s debate, Councillor
John Abel said the Code of
Conduct for elected repre-
sentatives is “ineffective”
and runs the potential of
being a “burden to the tax-
payers.

“One has to be very care-
ful for the Code of  Conduct
not to be manipulated and
employed for the wrong
reasons,” he said. “It could
easily cause undue hard-
ship to members of  Council
who oppose the views held
by the complainant.
Ultimately, disrespectful,
rude, and inappropriate
behaviour by Council mem-
bers will be held account-
able by the electorate.

“Municipal Councils
have gotten along just fine
for well over 100 years with-
out a Code of  Conduct. We
do not need to add another
layer of  expensive, ineffec-
tive rules for Council mem-
bers to navigate through
during the course of  their
duties. It becomes cumber-
some and ultimately affects
the process of  how the
Town conducts its business
at hand.”

Councillor Chris Ballard
said that he was in favour
of  retaining the Code of

Conduct but doing away
with the Code of  Ethics.
The former, he said, meets
the “requirements of  our
citizens” for transparency
and accountability and is
far more comprehensive
than the latter. 

“[The Code of  Conduct]
gives guidelines for dealing
with the community and
dealing with businesses,”
he said. “I think it would
have been nice to consult
with an Integrity
Commissioner over behav-
iour of  some people, to get
advice on how to deal with
that individual without
necessarily launching a
complaint. 

“[The Code] was new
and I think we threw it out
too soon.”

Councillor Evelyn Buck,
who herself  was at the
receiving end of  a Code of
Conduct complaint, did not
mince words. She said
while the Code of  Conduct
is still on the books, it is
irrelevant without an
Integrity Commissioner. 

“It is just clutter,” she
said. “The Town’s experi-
ence with a Code of
Conduct has been entirely
negative. It was passed for a
single purpose which was
to pummel into silence all
opposition and criticism.

“I would like to see

Councillors better under-
stand the importance of  an
Oath of  Office. I also think
a person who needs a list of
clauses to tell him right
from wrong is lacking in
conscience and mature
judgement. That’s a person
not fit to hold public office.
Voters should be wary of  a
candidate who suggests a
Code of  Conduct is needed
to ensure good conduct.
They can only be speaking
from awareness of  them-
selves.”



This week,
Council had a
number of
meetings to
attend – or
endure as the
case may be.  

It is still budg-
et time and
Councillors are
doing double if
not triple duty
on a weekly
basis. I want to
point out here
that Councillors
are part-time
and most have
day jobs as well.
So, three nights
a week of  meet-
ings makes for some tired
Council members.  Thus, it
may explain the frayed tem-
pers that were amply dis-
played on one or two occa-
sions during said meetings.  

If  you missed this past
week’s General Committee
meeting, you certainly
missed a humdinger.
Histrionics aside, you missed
the opportunity to watch how
practical governance works
in real time.  It’s messy.  It’s
loud.  And it’s most definitely
not for the faint of  heart.

Tuesday’s meeting was
rife with points of  order and
challenges of  the Chair and
other procedural shenani-
gans.  As a point of  informa-
tion, the meetings are now
streamed live via the Town’s
website.  So if  you missed the
meeting – as I am sure the
vast majority of  our resi-
dents have – then I believe
you can pull it up and watch it
online.

The GC meeting had a
very large agenda with a
number of  items that war-
ranted discussion.  While I
would like to speak about a
few of  those items, as the
focus of  this column is poli-
tics writ large,  I will instead
focus on two governance
issues that emerged that I
think warrant a comment –
the purpose of  delegations
and effective chairing.  Let’s
start with the first issue – del-
egations.

Things got off  to a bad
start with the manner in
which a delegation proceeded
– or more accurately, was
allowed to proceed.  A resi-
dent stepped forward to make
a “delegation” about the soc-
cer dome report that was
before council for discussion.
The report spoke to a half
million dollars worth of  taxes
expended in support of  the
operation of  the dome; ques-
tions were sure to arise as a
result of  the tabling of  the
report.  

That’s an incredible
amount of  money to be
expended on what is a pub-
lic/private operated facility,
which many will argue
should be tax exempt.  A dele-
gation on the matter was to be
expected, however what
council experienced was not
a delegation but a quasi-
inquiry.  

Rather than make a state-
ment or provide an opinion
about the report, the delega-
tion was merely a series of
rather pointed questions
directed to staff. That is not
the purpose of  a delegation
and it was wholly inappropri-
ate.  Residents most definitely
have the right to ask ques-
tions of  staff  – but, as
Councillor Buck noted – gen-
erally they do so before a
meeting.  The delegate indi-

cated that she
had not asked
the questions of
staff  before the
meeting but was
doing so instead
at the meeting. 

Perhaps the
delegate was not
aware, but dele-
gates do not have
the right to ques-
tion staff  from a
p o d i u m .
Questions should
be directed to
Council for
Council to
address during
debate of  the
issue.  Just as

back and forth between
Council members and dele-
gates is not permitted, so too
is a de facto debate between
delegate and staff. 

In my opinion, the dele-
gate should have been
reminded of  the purpose of  a
delegation and if  questions
required answers, then those
questions should have been
asked of  Council. An
impromptu inquisition of
staff  is an unseemly spectacle
to watch. 

Which leads me to the sec-
ond governance issue that
arose during the meeting: the
nature and method by which
Councillors attempted to
question staff. Councillor
Buck was in the Chair and
made a number of  swift rul-
ings – too swift for some coun-
cillor’s liking – concerning
what could or could not be
asked of  staff. 

Was the Councillor being
heavy handed? It depends on
your viewpoint and it’s cer-
tainly not for me to tell you
what to think.   Watch the tape
of  the meeting and decide for
yourself.  What I will say is
that the Councillor was
Chairing the meeting – in the
strongest sense of  the word. 

The Chair’s rulings cen-
tred on the issue of  appropri-
ate questioning of  staff.  A
few Councillors were engag-
ing in a line of  questioning
that appeared to draw staff
into political debate.  One
example? In essence, asking
staff  their opinion on, who is
at fault for lack of  a better
word, for the signing of  or
writing of  a poorly construct-
ed contract.  

It’s obviously inappropri-
ate to ask staff  to throw
another staff  person under
the bus – in a public meeting
no less. Again, perhaps coun-
cillors are not aware of  the
impact of  their questions –
that in their attempt to elicit
answer to their questions
they force staff  into the posi-
tion of  choosing sides.
Suffice to say, however,
Council members should be
aware that staff  is not there to
offer political opinions.  They
are there to offer professional
advice and direction – when
asked.  

They should never be
drawn into the political
debates of  Council members.  

We as residents have the
right to ask questions and to
demand answers.  Our elect-
ed representatives have the
right and obligation to ask
those questions and to get
those answers on our behalf  –
how, when and where appro-
priate.

That’s it for this week.
Until next week, stay
informed, stay involved
because this is, after all, Our
Town.
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In the Aurora Shopping Centre 
Next to No Frills 

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

A & F Hair Elite
Barbershop & Hairstyling

As of this June, Frank 
has been with  

for              years!50

ROTARY CLUB ROTARY CLUB 
OF OF 

AURORAAURORA

ROTARY CLUB 
OF 

AURORA
A Unique 

Opportunity
to own a piece of 

Rotary Park

Please consider purchasing 

a commemorative stone in 

Rotary Park 

Please contact

Greg Foster at 905-727-9613

for further information

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
razilian Waxing ($31) 

ody Waxing 
re & P re 

Ar
n’  Waxing 

– U.V. gel 
– Powder gel 

– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jenn

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A W t. E. 

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

POLITICS 
AS

USUAL
Alison Collins-Mrakas

The Challenge 
of the Chair

(Otherwise known as
General Committee)

Value of public input questioned in Budget talks
Councillors to come prepared with suggestions for final
changes to the 2013 Budget program.

“I know that I have had conversations with a number of
Councillors individually and there are some interesting ideas
out there for budget,” said Mr. Elliott. “There are also some
who are prepared to say, ‘let’s get this over with now.’”

He encouraged Councillors to get their ideas down and
come to him for any additional information that could be put
together in advance as this week’s budget meeting and essen-
tially get them ready for battle. 

“What we learned through our capital budget process is
that it is helpful for you to give staff  instruction so we can pre-
pare a final report that would hit a GC agenda and so you can
have a discussion around a report and then move onto

Council,” added Aurora CAO Neil Garbe. 
Councillor Paul Pirri, however, was not in favour of  the

potential of  Councillors coming into this last session armed
with a laundry list of  proposed changes at this point in time.

“So late in the process any ideas or concepts that we might
have had that could move anything forward are being given so
little weight that we haven’t even seen any initiatives that they
like to be put in the budget until the very last day and I think
that is extremely disappointing,” he said. 

During the multiple budget sessions, members of  the pub-
lic could not by any stretch of  the imagination be said to have
been beating down the doors of  Town Hall to have their say on
what initially started off  as a proposed 8.3 per cent tax hike.
Still, some input had been received, but Councillor Evelyn
Buck questioned what Council would ultimately do with it.

“We have had people come in and address us about the
budget, we have had emails encouraging us to be conservative
in our spending, but I don’t think we have responded to any of
their concerns,” said Councillor Buck. “We worry about get-
ting people involved and coming to talk to us, but we don’t pay
a damned bit of  attention to what they say to us. We don’t even
acknowledge the people who get up and come in and talk to us.
I’m not sure we’re taking this in the right direction at all.”

With two members of  the public attending last week’s
meeting, only one was left standing at the end. When acknowl-
edged by Councillors Buck and Wendy Gaertner at the end of
the meeting, he had no hesitation in speaking his mind.

“My purpose for coming here is I am really disappointed in
the tax increases in Aurora, the Region and everywhere,” said
Don Leger, going on to praise Councillor Buck for questioning
the budget item to cut into sewer pipes and line them with
fibre glass ostensibly to prevent ground water seeping in.

“I think my Chihuahua pees more on the fire hydrants in
Aurora than what the leakage is. The money spent is unbeliev-
able. I can’t believe how much taxes go up. If  people asked the
questions that you do about leakage and stuff  I think our taxes
would go down.”

From page 1

Pope’s resignation “shocks”
Catholic community

By Brock Weir

Catholic faithful around
the world woke up Monday
morning to the “shock”
resignation of  Pope
Benedict XVI.

The Pope made the
announcement during a
meeting with Cardinals in
the Vatican, citing age and
poor health as reasons for
his resignation, effective
Thursday, February 28. 

“After having repeated-
ly examined my con-
science before God, I have
come to the certainty that
my strengths, due to an
advanced age, are no
longer suited to an ade-
quate exercise of  the
Petrine ministry,” said the
Pope in his statement. 

“In today’s world, sub-
ject to so many rapid
changes and shaken by
questions of  deep rele-
vance for the life of  the
faith, in order to govern
the barque of  Saint Peter
and proclaim the Gospel,
both strength of  mind and
body are necessary,
strength which in the last
few months, has deteriorat-
ed in me to the extent 
I have had to recognize my
incapacity to adequately
fulfil the ministry entrust-
ed to me.”

The announcement sent
shockwaves throughout
the Catholic community,
with many expressing dif-
ficulty in absorbing the
resignation, the last of
which occurred centuries
ago.

“There’s a little bit of  a
shock because it hasn’t

been done in 600 years,”
said Father Joe Gorman,
Associate Pastor at
Aurora’s Our Lady of
Grace Catholic Church.
“We’re just allowing our-
selves to take it all in, but
due to his advanced age
and no longer suited, as he
says, to the adequate exer-
cises of  the ministry, he
has resigned.

“It’s too early to tell
what is going to happen
with the Church. I think
the Church is the people of
God and so the Church is
on a strong foundation. We
will continue to move for-
ward with a new leader.”

As the Church moves
ahead in the final days of
Benedict XVI’s pontificate,
the interval as his succes-
sor is chosen, and beyond,
Father Gorman says
Benedict XVI’s successor
will be guided both by the
Holy Spirit and the people
around him. 

Looking back over the
Pope’s reign, who succeed-
ed John Paul II in the
spring of  2005, Father
Gorman says one of  his
greatest legacies will be
reaching out to the people.

“He was very strong and
always stayed within the
doctrine of  the Church and
he brought an ecumenical
aspect to the Church as he
dialogued with many dif-
ferent faiths,” he said.
“The decision he made was
to stay with the doctrine of
the Church and he was
very, in a sense, accessible
to the people via his weekly
audiences and his travel
schedule.”
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HOT TUB SALE
and are available at 2012 prices and receive a FREE Accessory Package
2013 Hot Tubs have arrived NEW 

Why not treat yourself all year long!
 GREAT PRICES ON USED TUBS WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

Celebrating 20 years in business

February  12–18

2 Locations 

75 Mary St., Aurora 905-713-2317 
213-225 The Queensway S., Unit 4 Keswick 905-535-2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

 

STORE HOURS: 
Monday to Friday 10–5

Saturday 10–3, 
Sunday 10–2

(Aurora hours only)

STORE HOURS: 
Monday to Friday 10–5

Saturday 10–3, 
Sunday 10–2

(Aurora hours only)
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Family Day
FREE Skate

FRANK KLEES, MPP
Invites you to join him for an afternoon

of free skating and hot chocolate

When:
Monday, February 18th, 2-4pm
Where:
Stronach Aurora Recreational Complex
1400 Wellington Street East, Aurora (west of Leslie)

All are
Welcome!

T Web: www

WITH

14785 Yonge Street, Aurora ON
905-841-9500  |  www.edwardstreet.ca

FOR EDWARD STREET MARKET, BISTRO, CATERING
SIMPLY BY CLICKING “LIKE”

14785 Yonge Street, Aurora ON

WIN A   $100
MEAL CARD

“LIKE” MOTORING.CA AND YOU COULD

WITHWITHWITHWITHWITHWITHWITHWITH

“LIKE” MOTORING.CA AND YOU COULD

“LIKE” 
US ON

FOR YOUR CHANCE 

TO WIN

Aurora Live festival could be 
endorsed by Council this week

By Brock Weir

Councillors could give
their final approval on the
new Aurora Live festival.

As The Auroran report-
ed last week, municipal
staff  have endorsed the
plan, which will see a
large scale music and per-
forming arts festival at
Machell Park on the last
weekend in July. The pro-
gram is being spearhead-
ed by Lucid Community
Development, an offshoot
of  Lucid Productions,
which has brought togeth-
er a wide array of  people
from the performing arts
industry including broad-
casters, Canadian Idol
and So You Think You Can
Dance winners, instru-
mentalists and other tele-
vision personalities.

They propose a new
two-day festival at the
park which would have a
$10 admission fee, fenc-
ing, a beer tent, but also
one which can get a bit of
a head-start in the com-
munity, partnering with
the Town on established
events such as Aurora
Teen Idol – a centrepiece
of  the Town’s Canada Day
Festivities – and Aurora’s
Got Talent, a Ribfest sta-
ple.

Although municipal
staff  gave their thumbs
up to the plan, which
could net the Town $10,000
in profits, 25 per cent of
Lucid’s forecasted pro-
ceeds, the plan was sub-
ject to a fraught debate at
the committee level last
Tuesday.

The original recom-
mendation from staff  was
to endorse the plan, but
this got downgraded to an
approval “in principle”
following concerns from
some Councillors over
what was on the table.
One of  the first concerns
expressed by council were
changes from the original
plan floated at Council,
now including a new
arrangement to partner
with the Town on its two
pre-existing programs. 

“The events that we
have identified with the
proposal from Lucid
Productions gives us an
opportunity to partner
with them on the selection
of  Aurora Idol as well as
the Aurora’s Got Talent
program and we think it
works really well as a

partnership,” said Al
Downey, Aurora’s
Director of  Parks and
Recreation. 

“They had identified a
list of  activities they
wanted to take place dur-
ing the two days and one
of  the events they wanted
to have was an Idol pro-
gram. We objected to that
since it is something the
Town runs and we felt
there was an opportunity
to improve the Town’s
program in partnership
with Lucid Productions.”

Some members of
Council, however, looked
to the history of  how this
proposal came down in
relation to what ultimate-
ly happened with the
organizers of  the Aurora
Jazz Fest, suggesting
there was an inequity in
the recommendation
before Council last week,
and their previous deci-
sion to put the use of
Town Park for a music fes-
tival on the following
weekend up for bids.

“We had a music festi-
val that was going to hap-
pen on the August long
weekend and we decided
to go out to tender and
take a different approach,
take it out to the commu-
nity, see what the commu-
nity wanted and have that
come back to Council and
then we can make a deci-
sion,” said Councillor
John Gallo. This was
countered by Councillor
Michael Thompson, how-
ever, who argued the two
events are unrelated.  

Councillor Gallo con-
tinued that he was ques-
tioning the difference
between the two and try-
ing to “understand how
we go about with a large
production company to
occupy a park with close
to 6,000 people”, go out to
the community and see if
they are interested in the
initiative. Others, such as
Councillor Chris Ballard,
suggested more needed to
be done for the Town to do
its “due diligence” with
the plan, including look-
ing to their previous con-
cert experience and other
communities where Lucid
has worked. Mr. Downey
said staff  were not pro-
posing looking at refer-
ences, but have done their
due diligence with finan-
cials 

For another Councillor,

when going forward with
Lucid’s proposal, it was
important to hone the
partnership and not
repeat the mistakes of  the
past. Councillor Sandra
Humfryes said Council
had a lot of  positive recep-
tion to the program and
they were looking forward
to an “outstanding music
festival” that weekend.

“There is an opportuni-
ty for staff  to sit down and
make sure there is no mis-
communication and we’re
not going to have a prob-
lem with partnership,”
said Councillor
Humfryes. “That is what
happened before. We have
to make sure that we
approach all partnerships
in a very transparent and
open communication way
with staff  and [communi-
ty groups] so we don’t get
into a situation that we
were last year.”

For Councillor John
Abel, one councillor who
has been on board with
Lucid’s proposal ever
since the group originally
came forward to Town
Hall in early January
looking to partner with
the Town on
S e s q u i c e n t e n n i a l
Activities, he said he was
enthusiastically endors-
ing the plan.

“I was charmed by the
proposal because we
haven’t seen anything like
this before in such detail,”
he said. “This speaks to
the overwhelming experi-
ence and background in
productions, and not just
in concerts, but in film
and youth. I think it is fair
that if  you read [the plan]
a lot of  the concerns will
be met. 

“The one thing that is
emphasised is partner-
ship. It says partnership is
the key element that
brings initiative to life
and it just speaks to the
opportunity that we are
going to have to realise
with this group. They are
aware of  the past and
there is only one way they
want to move and that is
forward together.”

Discussions are expect-
ed to continue in earnest
this week. On Monday,
Councillor John Gallo
told The Auroran he
planned on introducing a
memo at Tuesday’s
Council meeting on the
matter contrasting

changes in the evolving
proposal Lucid has
brought forward to the
Town. 

These include services
in kind such as chairs and
stages, fundraising initia-
tives, length of  the agree-
ment, and  a proposal for a
$25,000 investment by the
Town in the endeavour, 50
per cent of  which is due
within 30 days of  the
agreement date. In the
end, this investment would
be in exchange for 35 per
cent of  their net profits
from the events and associ-
ated initiatives. 

Musicians Wendell Ferguson and John Sheard had the audience in stitches last
month in their show “A Sheard, Wendellful Delight” at the Aurora Cultural Centre.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

2013 is a very special year
as Aurora marks its 150th anniversary and

would like to hear your stories!

What are your favourite memories of living in Aurora?
Is it a special event, a special person, or a special place?

What do you define as the “Aurora Experience”?
Would you like to share a photo 
highlighting “the best of Aurora”?
We would like to share your insights.

To submit memories, stories or photos, please email
letters@auroran.com or call 905-727-3300

THE AURORAN
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Aurora Shopping Centre 
14800 Yonge St. Suite 113   Tel: 905.726.4243

Aurora Picture Frame 
Image Centre 

Passport Photos
Art Frames 

Featuring: 

Plus, take an extra 50% off Sale Table items
14800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre 

Located right next door to OMARS.
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Consider the source, say Councillors on Town’s water suppliers
By Brock Weir

The average homeowner
can expect to pay about $68
more this year for their
water if  new water rates set
by the Town and the Region
of  York are approved as part
of  2013’s budget, but how
much of  this $68 is going
back to the Town?

That’s the question
raised by several
Councillors last week as
they debated the future of
Aurora’s water supply.

As The Auroran report-
ed last week, Council con-
sidered a number of
increases to what the aver-
age Aurora resident pays for
their water consumption to
cover not only increasing
costs from the Region – 10
per cent year over year until
2015 – which supplies
Aurora’s wholesale water,
but also infrastructure com-
ponents.

The water we all enjoy
coming out of  our taps, how-
ever, does not come from
Aurora’s own aquifers. The
vast majority is piped in
from the City of  Toronto
and the Region of  Peel, pur-
chased by the Region,
bought again in bulk by the
Town and then sold to con-
sumers.

“Our 2013 objectives are
to capture the wholesale
increases that are being
imposed upon us by York
Region,” said Ilmar
Simanovskis, Aurora’s
Director of  Infrastructure,
last week. “This is currently

at a rate of  about 10 per cent
per year to continue until
2015, and also to ensure we
have a budget to capture our
consumptions as accurately
as possible.

“In 2012, we actually hit
our forecast purchase and
sale targets for 2012, which
is probably the first time in
seven or eight years. That is
a good sign. It reduces any
unaccounted for or unex-
pected budget pressures
related to the under-sale of
the commodity that we’re
selling.”

Nevertheless,  that was
not one of  the utmost con-
cerns in Councillors’ minds
as they debated the increase
for 2013. Consider the
source, they said.

“How did we come to rely
on 75 per cent of  water from
Toronto and [Peel] from
being wholly self-sufficient
in the water we pump from
our aquifers?” asked
Councillor Evelyn Buck. “A
standpipe was erected on
Bloomington and the expla-
nation was to provide 10 per
cent additional supply for
drought and now we find
ourselves relying on 75 per
cent from Lake Ontario
rather than our own
aquifers. We see how we are
paying costs for Toronto and
Peel for producing and treat-
ing water.”

Councillor Buck added
that one “never sees an
explanation” on how York
Region can justify a 10 per
cent increase in the whole-
sale water supply, and said

developers are paying for
this kind of  infrastructure
through development
charges. If  the rate increas-
es are to accommodate
growth that should not be
something put upon in the
fees paid by current resi-
dents.

“I am not satisfied we are
getting a good deal from the
Region on this and I have
never seen any explanation
to convince me that they are
justified in increasing our
water rates the way they
have over the last several
years and intend to contin-
ue doing,” she said.

Responding to her con-
cerns, Mr. Simanovskis sug-
gested inviting staff  from
the Region of  York to come
to Council in the coming
weeks and explain the
breakdown. He said the
agreement between York,
Toronto, and Peel for the
water supply is twofold – the
operating costs of  bringing
the water to the Region as
well as capital costs for
“new infrastructure and
rehabilitation of  existing
infrastructure.” 

To this, the Councillor
said Aurora residents are
paying for Toronto’s infra-
structure and repairs while
not taking advantage of  the
“no shortage” of  water in
our own aquifers.

These questions and con-
cerns were shared by sever-
al Councillors including
John Gallo and Chris
Ballard when they came up
to tackle the subject.

Are you getting too much bang for your buck?
By Brock Weir

How about not enough?
Just right?
That is something Aurora could be

asked to consider in the coming months 
following a motion from Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe.

Taking his cue from opinions expressed
by fellow Councillors over the past few
months as members have considered the
2013 budget over whether it is time for
Aurora to examine the level of  service 
provided to its residents through taxes, the
motion was accepted by Council. Options
on how to proceed with the study and
review, however, are the subject of  a later
day.

In his motion, Mayor Dawe said Aurora
“prides itself  on providing a high level of
service” to residents and Council recog-
nizes “there is an implicit cost to any level
of  service” provided to residents. A report
back on putting a service level review in
place is an example of  Council being “cog-
nizant of  the tax burden” faced by resi-
dents.

“There have been a number of  com-
ments over the last few months and I know
all Councillors have expressed concerns
one way or another with ‘are we providing
the right level of  service’ and it is very dif-
ficult to do without actually looking at what
we do and what we’re providing, and actu-
ally compare ourselves to other municipal-
ities in the area,” said Mayor Dawe.

“I believe it is a worthwhile exercise for
our staff  and ourselves to take on to ensure
that the level of  service we’re providing is
appropriate and not over the top.”

The first Councillor to support the
motion was Councillor John Gallo, who
expressed similar sentiments during budg-
et talks last month. He said he was “happy”
to see what the Town can do about service
levels. 

Despite support it was not a motion
passed without debate, with some
Councillors expressing concern about what
services might actually be on the table,
while others opined on how the study itself
should be undertaken.

Councillor Chris Ballard, a member of
the Joint Council Committee between
Aurora and Newmarket charged with over-
seeing the Central York Fire Services ques-
tioned whether fire services could be part
of  the review. Mayor Dawe said that would
not be off  limits in his view.

“Quite obviously fire is a huge compo-
nent and do we look at it?  Do we look at
how many hours we have at the Leisure
Complex? I believe we need to get some
feedback from our staff  just to help point us
towards where we might achieve [some
change],” said Mayor Dawe.

Councillor Ballard said he “liked where
this is going” and was not opposed, but said
a review was more than just looking at
what everyone else is doing.

“It is also us getting a sense of  what our
citizens want us to do,” he said. “What
everyone else is doing might be far more
what our citizens expect of  us so we can cut
back in some areas, perhaps.”

These “comparators” were a concern of
Councillor Michael Thompson, who won-
dered whether there would be a benchmark
to look at in terms of  services. Since mem-
bers of  staff  start laying the groundwork
for the following year’s budget in the sum-
mer, he questioned whether there could be
a goal set to have this study completed
before that time, looking ahead to 2014.

Neil Garbe, CAO for the Town of
Aurora, said there are initiatives out there
that could be explored and that could come
back to Council.

“There are a number of  different ways
to cut it,” said Mr. Garbe. “We can do a core
service delivery, we can do a core depart-
ment, or you can do something like the City
of  Toronto or the Town of  Midland did and
that is all services at once. There are a num-
ber of  different options and variances in
costs.”

While Councillor Wendy Gaertner sug-
gested if  the study included the impact
growth has had on municipal services,
costs for the review could be borne by devel-
opment charges, Mr. Garbe estimated a
study for a town Aurora’s size, and looking
at the whole gamut of  services, could cost
in the range of  $60,000. 

Councillor Gallo, for
instance, said he was look-
ing forward to hearing those
answers, as well as who
determines exactly how
much of  the water comes
from Toronto and Peel
rather than Aurora wells. He
also expressed concern over
taking water from one
source to another, such as
taking water from Lake
Ontario and it finding its
way as wastewater to the
Lake Simcoe watershed.

Neil Garbe, CAO for the
Town of  Aurora, said that
“inter-basin” transfer is a
“huge” issue currently
being wrestled with by the
Region. Rules occasionally
change amongst the
Province of  Ontario and the
American states that border
the Great Lakes, he said, but
assured Council that if
water is taken by Lake
Ontario it needs to return to
Lake Ontario, and similarly
with Lake Simcoe. 

“The Region is working
through these very complex
models to try and figure out
how to contain all the water
in its own particular water-
shed,” said Mr. Garbe. “Of
course, they’re all connect-
ed, so it is very complex and
I think the Region would be
better equipped to handle
this.”

But for Councillor Chris
Ballard, the cost in moving
this water from one munici-
pality or region to another,
could be a problem in itself.

“One of  the concerns I
have with moving that much
liquid from Lake Ontario up
to Aurora and York Region is
there are studies that seem
to come out every couple of

years talking about energy
usage in municipalities,” he
said. “The last one I read,
the greatest energy usage in
the municipalities that were
studied was moving water
from the lake through to
houses and dealing with the
waste after that.

“I am concerned that

we’re moving that much
water uphill. With energy
costs going through the roof
in the next 20 years, will this
be sustainable in the long
run? It would be easier to
take water from the local
well and move it through
Aurora than bringing it
uphill from Toronto.”

• Commercial/Business Law 
• Corporate Law 

• Real Estate 

PETER E. REISS B.A., LL.B. 

Tel: 905 727 2500   Email: law@p-reiss.com

Results–Focused Service
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Findings of Council Compensation
committee called into question 

By Brock Weir

They were tasked by
the Council of  the day to
review expenses and lay
the ground work for how
much compensation the
next Council should
receive at the start of  the
new term next year. 

But the recommenda-
tions from Aurora’s
Council Compensation
Ad-Hoc committee are in
doubt following last
week’s General
Committee meeting.

The team met over the
summer to review how
today’s mayor and coun-
cillors are being compen-
sated for their duties.
They found that while the
current annual base
salary for of  $29,000 for a
municipal councillor
remains adequate, the
mayor could use a boost of
$9,000 in the upcoming
term to be more in line
with his or her municipal
counterparts. 

“The committee con-
sidered the current base
salaries of  the members
of  Council and the fact
that the Aurora salaries
for elected members are
one-third tax free,” says
the report outlining the
recommendations.  

“In making [the may-
oral] finding, the
Committee specifically
compared the base
salaries paid to full-time
mayors in the communi-
ties of  Whitchurch-
Stouffville, Georgina,
Newmarket, Pickering,
and Ajax and found that
Aurora’s Mayor is paid
approximately $9,000 less
than average of  these
communities. Given the
current economic and fis-
cal climate, the committee
recommends that the
Mayor’s base compensa-
tion be increased by $9,000
commencing for the next
term of  Council.”

As The Auroran report-
ed last week, the recom-

mendations were due to
be thrashed out by
Councillors at the
Committee level on
February 5, and when
they came up for review,
Councillors ultimately
voted to receive the report
rather than endorse the
their contents. 

Their decision came
following an explanation
from consultant Don
Chiro, chair of  the
Council Compensation Ad
Hoc Committee, who
acknowledged he believed
the recommendations – as
do any compensation rec-
ommendations – put
Councillors in a “deli-
cate” position.

“Looking at compensa-
tion of  elected officials is
always a difficult task for
the officials themselves
and anybody attached to
it,” said Mr. Chiro. “It is a
task, having been in this
field for many years,  that
oftentimes is fraught with
emotion and a tendency to
stray with some hard
facts. In this case, we have
a wealth of  information
that helped steer us and
we have good guidance. 

“Your mayor is the
equivalent of  the Chief
Executive Officer. It is a
full-time position and cur-
rently should your Mayor
suffer any type of  serious
illness or catastrophe
there is no income main-
tenance for the mayor or
family. This is a common
practice that would be in
the best advice for
Council.”

Councillor John Gallo
was first up to speak to
the recommendations.
Although he said he
agreed with most of  the
recommendations on the
table, he said he was
under the understanding
that no changes brought
forward by the
Compensation committee
appointed by this Council
would have any effect on
its sitting members, com-

ing into force with the
2014-2018 Council.

“That subject brought
up a lot of  discussion with
us and we looked at it as a
matter of  principle and a
matter of  equity,” said Mr.
Chiro. “To allow a situa-
tion where a full-time offi-
cer would be on their own
due to illness or accident
would strike it perhaps
not the best business prac-
tice. Any organization I
have consulted with has
discovered something like
this, whether it is in a
similar position of  an
elected or full-time official
would institute that. 

“It is a basic protec-
tion. It is not one that
comes with a great deal of
cost. It is reasonable, it is
logical, and it is defensi-
ble even in these fiscal
times.”

While Councillors
accepted there would be
no pay raise for whomever
of  them is left standing
after the next municipal
election in October 2014,
the issue of  insurance for
mayor and councillor
opened the door to further
questions. Councillor
Wendy Gaertner, for
instance, questioned why
Councillors would not
receive extended health
insurance like their coun-
terparts in other munici-
palities. Town Treasurer
Dan Elliott said part time
staff  are not provided
with health benefits and
discussions centred
around the part-time
nature of  Councillors and
they agreed it should be
treated the same way. Part
time insurance is avail-
able for cost but in some
other municipalities
councillors work on a full-
time basis. 

“I just think it is a
courtesy and should be
extended,” said
Councillor Gaertner.

Councillor Evelyn
Buck, on the other hand,
questioned whether the

Police are once again set to do battle in the second annual Battle of the Badges as
part of Big Brothers Big Sisters of York’s Bowl for Kids Sake. The annual fundraiser
will take place at Gateway Cafe and Lanes on Edward Street on Saturday,
February 23.  For more information on how to become involved, visit 

bowlforkidsyork.kintera.org.                                        Auroran photo by David Falconer

proposed heightened long-
term disability insurance
for the Mayor would call
into question the long-
standing principle that a
Councillor’s seat is vacant
if  unoccupied for three
months. 

“I find too many differ-
ences between the classifi-
cations of  employee and
elected officials,” she said.
“Are we employees, or are
we elected officials? Are
we hired? Can we be fired?
Do we account to anyone?
Can we be evaluated?
None of  those things.
We’re a special breed of
cat.”

In response, Warren
Mar, the Town’s solicitor,

said that if  long-term dis-
ability forced the Mayor to
miss more than three
months of  meetings with-
out an explanation or
approval of  Council, the
seat would indeed be

vacant under the munici-
pal act. This can be over-
ridden, however, if  there
is a legitimate excuse for
the absence, such as long-
term illness and being on
the road to recovery.

Promenade vision trumps plaza plans
By Brock Weir

Aurora is set to formally
reject plans for a one-storey
plaza at the northeast corner
of   Wellington Street and
John West Way this week
because it does not conform
with the “vision” of  the
Town’s Promenade Plan.

Plans for the one-storey
mutli-use plan have featured
in Council debates for the
last three months over a myr-
iad of  issues ranging from its
relationship to the adjacent
trails systems and striking
the right balance between
retail and professional uses.
It’s non-conformity with the
Aurora Promenade Plan,
however, might be its own
undoing.

Among other issues, the
Aurora Promenade Plan
calls for plazas to be build
with their storefronts close to
the roadway with the park-
ing in the rear, to make a uni-
form streetscape pleasing to
the eyes of  people coming
into what they describe as
Aurora’s “gateway” as well

as make things more com-
fortable for pedestrians. 

The plan also calls for
new buildings such as these
to be two storey. 

This particular plan was
neither, although developers
said they could not accom-
modate more than one storey
due to poor soil conditions in
the area. 

The plans were ultimately
rejected at the committee
level last Tuesday and are set
for ratification at Council
this week. 

“I am not as enthusiastic
about this as I wish I could
be,” said Councillor John
Gallo, following a discussion
amongst Councillors prais-
ing the work that had been
done thus far with develop-
ers on the issue of  coming to
a compromise over what
kinds of  businesses could be
accommodated in the plaza. 

“While I appreciate that
we have made an effort and
try and deal with the use, it is
still a far cry from what was
envisioned for that area. [The
Promenade] was based on a

strategy to push the building
up against the street and
avoid any parking [against
the street and be] more
pedestrian friendly. Some of
the guidelines that are
described are not being met. 

“The building height is
not being met, I sort of  feel
like the use is being met,
[but] I have lots of  concerns
with this that we planned to
do something in the prome-
nade study and an applica-
tion comes forward and we
change that plan. I need to
have some good rationale to
change that plan.”

If  the argument came
back that the soil conditions
in the lot would not support a
two-storey building,
Councillor Gallo said he
could accept that, but the
plans are contrary to the
promenade plan. If  the Town
can’t stick with that plan and
vision and give developers “a
fresh slate”, he questioned
how the Town could justify
going forward in imposing
the vision and guidelines

Continued on page 22



Page 13THE AURORAN, Tuesday, February 12, 2013

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE PROPERTY EVALUATION!* 
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LENARD LIND
905-841-0000 • lenard@lhlindrealty.com

www.lhlindrealty.com
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LENARD LIND 
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AURORA MEDICAL/OFFICE!  
CENTURY CHARACTER & CHARM!
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VALUE!
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BACKS TO RAVINE!

$1,2
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Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association

Results up to February 10, 2013
17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 

kiaofnewmarket.com
11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555

RichmondHillSubaru.com

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

House League

103 Timbits - Toronto White:   12 
Griffin Lamanna 2G, Nathan Windle 3G, Gavin Veloso
2G, Riley Saltzman 2G, Tyler Vasilevski 1G, Alex Weir
2G 
106 Timbits - San Jose Teal:   3 
Luca Graneri 1G, Brody Burns 1A, Luc Warner 1G,
Nate Brentnell 1G  

105 Timbits - Pittsburgh Black:   8 
Tyler Hewitt 5G, Jack Rispin 2G, Tristen Aben 1G,
Julian Molella 1A   
104 Timbits - St. Louis Blue:   2
Lucas Dang 1G, Edan Kroi 1G, Stefano Deappollonia
1A, Tyler Pridham 1A   

109 Timbits - Philly Orange:   5 
Noah Savage 2G, Zac Bensley 1G, Jack Charbonneau
1G, Owen Jacobs 1G, Andrew Aikens 1A, Kane Poland
2A   
110 Timbits - Vintage LA Purple:   3 
Jack Hargrave 3G, Jacob Powell 1A, William Pare 1A,
Cameron Rose 1A

203 Caravan Kids - Toronto White:   8 
Matthew Keizer 4G, Brent Davison 3G, Connor Fortin
1G  
202 Caravan Kids - Boston Gold:   4 
Kenneth Lawrence 2G, Alex Rogers 1G, Zackary Smith
1G  

201 Caravan Kids - Calgary Red:   9 
Nathan Cobb 2G 1A, Matthew Song 2G 1A, Michael
Suma 1G, Ozzy Clavijo 1G, Dimitri Iriotakis 1G, Jordan
Sieber 2G 1A  
203 Caravan Kids - Toronto White:   2 
Matthew Keizer 1G, Brent Davison 1G  

201 Caravan Kids - Calgary Red:   6 
Jordan Sieber 3G, James Hall 1G, Jacob Madore 1G,
Dimitri Iriotakis 1G  
204 Caravan Kids - St. Louis Blue:   3 
Jakob Isreal 2G, Jeffery Belvedere 1G  

403 McDonald's - Ottawa White:   7 
Ian Hilgendorff 6G 1A, Owen Bell 1G, Max Railton 1A,
Sebastian Santagato 1A   
405 McDonald's - Chicago Black:   3 
Sam Morin 1G 1A, Jackson Galbraith 2G, Sandrine
Meunier-Geoffroy 1A 

409 McDonald's - San Jose Teal:   7 
Justin Just 3G, Jesse Strom 1G, Jake Byrne 1G, Ben
Fulford 1G, Om Dihenker 1G, Nathan Chang 1A,
Michael Pantalone 1A,  Josh Turriff 1A   
408 McDonald's - Carolina Grey:   3 
Alex Morra 1G, Alexander Ko 1G, Stefano Iervasi 1G  

407 McDonald's - Minnesota Kelly Green:   4 
Giancarlo De Appollonia 1G, Brennan Powell 2G, Evan
Farsang 1G, Jacob Smith 1A   
401 McDonald's - New Jersey Red:   2 
Harrison Gruenig 1G, Thomas Green 1G, Thomas
Raeburn 1A 

402 McDonald's - Vintage Vancouver Gold:   9 
Ethan Ritchie 5G, Griffin Charnley 2G 2A, Wolfgang
Gross 1G, Hunter Edwards 1G, Luke Pignatelli 1A,
Liam Morassutti 1A, Ethan Medeiros 1A   
405 McDonald's - Chicago Black:   4 
Aaron Murphy-Sealy 1G, Jackson Galbraith 1G, Dylan
Shaban 1G, Evan Winter 1G 1A, Cristian Troubitsin 3A,
Stefan Fazari 1A   

410 McDonald's - Philly Orange:   7 
Liam Sullivan 1G, Logan Kidder 5G 1A, Liam Vivian 1G  
408 McDonald's - Carolina Grey:   1 
Alexander Ko 1G  

407 McDonald's - Minnesota Kelly Green:   5 
Brennan Powell 2G, Tarik Soliman 1G, Nathan
Mohabeer 1G, Daniel McKay 1G, Johnathan Avgousti
2A   
409 McDonald's - San Jose Teal:   4 
Jake Byrne 1G, Ben Fulford 1G, Josh Turriff 1G 1A,
Jesse Strom 1G, Corson Haywood 1A, Aryan Ansari 1A 

601 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr:   4 
610 Rotary Club of Aurora:   4 

606 Benson Kearley IFG:   6 
Matthew Broad 1G, Carson Venneri 4G, Peter Leontis
1G 1A, Matthew Winters 1A 
603 Optimist Club of Aurora:   5 
Quinn Bruckner 3G, Evan Robertson 2G, Dillon Varone
1A,  Steven Seitz 1A,  Jason Iaboni 1A,  Thomas
Tantalo 1A,  Ryan Mascarenhas 1A  

804 Optimist Club of Aurora:   2 
806 Backyard Pool & Spa Co. Ltd.:   1 

810 Neuman's Puck Bandits:   1 
Michael Montesanti 1G  
805 York Region Auto:   1 
James Eydt 1G, Joey Leger 1A   

802 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr.:   5 
Jake Hatton 1G 2A, Eric Shennan 2G, Sean Mackrell
1G, Zachary Fletcher 1A, Cam Anderson 1G 1A,
Nicklaus Reid 1A   
808 Twirl 'n' Top Yogurt Cafe':   2 
Ben Kissack 2G, Jordan Reeves 1A

806 Backyard Pool & Spa Co. Ltd.:   4 
Elias Pasani 2G 1A, Adam Vanderkolff 1G, Andrew
Sutherland 2A, Lucas Bulmer 1A   
805 York Region Auto:   1 
James Eydt 1G, Austin Skelhorn 1A 

807 Crabby Joe's:   5
804 Optimist Club of Aurora:   3 

803 McAlpine Ford:   6 
Troy Lane 2G, Tony Sul 1G, Tarek Koudmani 1G, Matt
Glionna 1G, Austin Hendy 1G, Matthew Rotman 2A,
Dylan Cowell  1A,  John Powell 1A   
808 Twirl 'n' Top Yogurt Cafe':   3 
Colin McGoldrick 1G 1A, Max Jones 1G, Ben Kissack
1G, William Morin 1A, Justin Miller 1A   

909 Inaria:   5 
Erik Balkovec 3G, Cameron Staples 1G, Michael Liscio
1G, Parker Baile 3A,  Matt Liscio 2A,  Tyler Hindley 1A,
James Johnston 1A,  Andrew Foresi 1A   
904 A.D.C. Aluminum:   4 
Evan Jackson 2G 1A, Nick Scott 2G 2A, Jonathan
Caporusso 1A, Tyler Abushinov 1A   

906 AHPA:   4 
Zack Cowl 2G 2A, Adam Ashraf 2G 
911 Coldwell Banker Case:   3 
Russell Johnson 3G, David Leeper 1A, Matthew Neice
1A   

913:   7 
Adam de Roos 2G, Alec Ground 1G 1A, Neil Duggan
1G 2A, Sandy Rundle-Sanderson 1A, Cody Child 3G
1A  
908 Laurion Law Office:   4 
Andrew Gourlay 1G, Nathan Nealon 1G, Liam Coll 1G
2A, Hayden Hassard 1A, Tim Pare 1A 

910 Neuman's Puck Bandits:   5 
Austin Harvie 3G 1A, Josh Capodagli 1G, Matt Sanita
1G 1A, Kevin Hillsdon 2A,  Derek Keun 1A,  Gavin
Patterson 1A,  Noah Spicer 1A,  Kevin Willert SO   
901:   0 

903 BMO Bank of Montreal:   5 
Blake Wallace 1G 1A, Derek Capone 2G, Andy Butler
1G, Matthew Pelkola 1G 1A, Luc Martineau 2A   
912 Jonathan's:   4 
Robert Ruscica 1G 1A, Chris Crisolago 1G, Anwar
Hared 1G, Robert Doswell 1G, Liam Gray  1A,  Michael
Walsh 2A,  Michael Walsh 2A,  Leon Vizkin 1A   

902 Tile Master:   8 
Alex Harrison 1G, Graham Robinson 2G 1A, Declan
Johnston 2G 2A, Brett Bond 2G 2A, Alistar Johnston
1G, Jason Glionna 2A, Scott Barker 1A   
907 Crabby Joe's:   2 
Ryan Batten 1G, Andre Cristillo 1A, Tyler Futterer 1G
1A

909 Inaria:   3 
Nicholas Steiner 1G, Parker Baile 2G, Matt Liscio 1A,
Tommy Allan 1A, Tyler Hindley 1A   
902 Tile Master:   0

911 Coldwell Banker Case:   3 
Paul Neophytou 3G, Johnathan Read 1A, Paul Mason
1A   
904 A.D.C. Aluminum:   2 
Harris Riopelle 1G 1A, Evan Jackson 1G, Michael Tanel
1A   

903 BMO Bank of Montreal:   2 
Luc Martineau 1G, Troy Foster 1G, Nelson Hossack 1A,
Andrew Roche 1A,  Austin Persaud 1A,  Francois
Bicego SO   
910 Neuman's Puck Bandits:   0

913:   7 
Sandy Rundle-Sanderson 2G 2A, David Gonder 2G, Ian
Coschi 1G 1A, Mackenzie Smith 2G 1A, Neil Duggan
2A, Cody Child 4A, Geoff Siow 1A, Adam de Roos 1A   
906 AHPA:   3 
Zack Cowl 3G, Jerryd Jensen 1A, Adam Ashraf 1A 

912 Jonathan's:   2 
Liam Gray 1G 1A, Robert Ruscica 1G, Jacob Hagias
1A, Michael Walsh 1A   

905:   1 
Jonah Blaser 1G  

1003:   3 
Eric Bulloch 1G, Trever Rice 1G, Dan Fusco 1G
1006 AHPA:   2 
Max Lerner 2G  

1002 Caruso & Company:   2 
Zach Ferry 1G, Alex Deblasis 1G  
1007 Inaria:   2 
Stuart Mattilla 1G, Michael McCreesh 1A   

1005 Continental Ingredients:   4 
Ryan Baskin 2G, Chris Blumreisinger 2G  
1001 ATS Healthcare:   3 
Adam Durante 2G, Anthony Selski 1G  

1004 North York Heating & Plumbing:   3 
Daniel Antoniel 2G, Liam Beresford 1G  
1008:   1 
Jesse Borin 1G  

1001 ATS Healthcare:   4 
1007 Inaria:   4 

1006 AHPA:   10 
1004 North York Heating & Plumbing:   6 

1002 Caruso & Company:   5 
1005 Continental Ingredients:   3 

Rep League

Tyke - Aurora Select A: 7    Markham: 0 
Lucas Wilhelm 1A, Bradley Gardiner 2G, Fionn Keon
3G, Callum Millar 1G, Erik Guilbert 2A, Matthew Lyons
1A, Owen McNamara 1A, Lucas Wilhelm 1G, Matteo Di
Placido SO    

Novice AA - Aurora Tigers: 3    TNT: 0 
Jack Beswick 1G, Easton Irvine 1A, William Haines 1G,
Emmett Ross 1G, Ryan Smyth 1A    

Novice A - Newmarket: 4   Aurora Tigers: 1  
Kellan Sherman 1G, Matthew Gianforcaro 1A    

Novice AE - Stouffville: 2 Aurora  Tigers: 1  
Nathan Mochizuki 1G, Malcolm Parkinson 1A

Novice RS - Richmond Hill Stars: 7   Aurora Tigers:
0

Novice RS - Aurora Tigers: 2    Richmond Hill Stars:
2 

Novice RS - Goulding Park Rangers: 13    Aurora
Tigers: 0 

Novice RS - Stouffville: 5  Aurora  Tigers: 3

Novice RS - Orangeville Flyers: 2   Aurora  Tigers: 1

Minor Atom AA - TNT: 2  Aurora Tigers: 0  

Minor Atom A - Aurora Tigers: 3    Orillia: 1 
Jake McMillan 1G, Dylan Andersen 1A,  Ayden Whilby
1G, Michael More 1A,  Max Reeves 1G, Ethan Solilo 1A    

Minor Atom A - Aurora  Tigers: 3   Markham Waxers:
0  
Ayden Whilby 2G, Jake McMillan 1A, Dylan Andersen
1A, Jack Sutherland 1G 1A, Jack MacFarland SO   

Minor Atom A - Aurora Tigers: 5   Orillia: 1
Jake McMillan 1G, Gavin Loria 1A, Ryan Weeks 2G,
Ethan Solilo 1G 1A, Ayden Whilby 1G 1A, Jack
Sutherland 1A, Michael More 1A   

Minor Atom AE - TNT: 5  Aurora Tigers: 0  

Minor Atom AE - Georgina: 1  Aurora  Tigers: 0 

Atom AA - Aurora Tigers: 2    Markham: 0 
Ethan Cameron 1G, Carson Maybury 1A, Evan Vierling
1A, Brett Pearce 1G, Jake Piper 1A, Anton Thompson
1A  

Atom A - Barrie: 2    Aurora   Tigers: 1 

Atom A - Aurora Tigers: 2    Barrie: 1 

Atom AE - Aurora  Tigers: 2   Richmond Hill Stars: 2  
Geoffrey Wilson 1G, Carson Tidd 1A, Jake Iwai 1G 

Atom AE - Aurora Tigers: 3    Barrie: 0 
Zachary Grant 1G 1A, Sean Haw 1G, Curtis Manley 1G,
Mitchell Weatherall 1A,  Max Piorischin SO 

Atom AE - Aurora Tigers: 1   Barrie: 1  

Carson Tidd 1G  

Minor Peewee A - Newmarket: 3   Aurora  Tigers: 2 
Blair Crabbe 1G, Luke Jarvis 1A, Alex Sandras 1A,
Anthony DiPietro 1G, Andrew Park 1A, Adam Wloka 1A 

Minor Peewee A - Aurora Tigers: 6   Bradford
Bulldogs: 4  
Alex Sandras 1G, Blair Crabbe 1G 1A, Spencer
Morrison 1G 1A, Andrew Park 3G 1A, Anthony DiPietro
3A, Myles Vasilevski 2A   

Minor Peewee A - Aurora Tigers: 3    Newmarket: 0 
Anthony DiPietro 1G, Myles Vasilevski 2A,  Andrew
Park 1A,  Sam Ashton 1G, Tyler Sawyer 1A,  Luke
Jarvis 1G, Will Sherman SO    

Minor Peewee AE - Aurora Tigers: 4   TNT: 1  
Jeremy Gonsalves 1G, Luke Catania 1G, Jack
Patterson 1G, Cory Read 1G, Kyle Fowler 1A,  Matthew
McConnell 1A,  Noah Dempsey 1A,  Anthony Iacovetta
1A   

Minor Peewee AE - Aurora Tigers: 6    TNT: 3 
Cory Read 1G 1A, Thomas Childerhose 1G 1A, Luke
Catania 1G, Jack Patterson 1G, Jack Campbell 2G,
Anthony Iacovetta 2A, Brendan Sanford 1A, Cooper
Judson 1A    

Peewee AA - Markham Waxers: 2   Aurora Tigers: 1  
Matthew Ferry 1G   

Peewee AA - Stouffville: 5 Aurora  Tigers: 1  
Lucas LaBrier 1G, Nicholas Rountes 1A    

Peewee AA - Georgina: 5  Aurora Tigers: 2  

Peewee A - Orillia: 5  Aurora Tigers: 2  
Julien Aben 1G, Anthony Capraro 1A, Nicholas Keller
1G   

Peewee A - Orillia: 6  Aurora  Tigers: 5 
Ben Spittle 3G 1A, Peter Chimienti 1A, Carson
Yeomans 1G 3A, Andrew Jorgensen 1G 3A, Sammy
Leader 1A   

Peewee AE - Aurora  Tigers: 6    Richmond Hill: 3 
Finn Reeves 2G 1A, Nicholas Vamvakaris 1G 1A, Colin
Windle 1G, Justin Evans 1G, Mathew Hastings 1G,
Ryan Jamieson 1A, Callum Gorrell 1A  

Minor Bantam AA - Aurora  Tigers: 9   Markham
Waxers: 4  
Brady Futterer 3G 2A, Morgan Frost 3G 2A, Rhys Perry
2G 2A, Thomas Wilson 1G 

Minor Bantam AA - Markham: 4  Aurora    Tigers: 1  
Devlin Kauffeldt 1G   

Minor Bantam A - Aurora   Tigers: 3   Nobleking: 1  
R. Carpenter 1G 2A, T. Kostoff 1G 1A, K. Rice 1G 1A,
G. Belgue 1G  

Minor Bantam AE - Stouffville: 3  Aurora Tigers: 1  
Curtis Romanchych 1G, Alexander Simardone 1A

Minor Bantam AE - Aurora Tigers: 4    Stouffville: 0  

Bantam AA - Richmond Hill: 5   Aurora Tigers: 1  
Christian Arcuri 1G, Richard Hache 1A, Michael Shum
1A    

Bantam AA - Richmond Hill Stars: 3   Aurora Tigers:
2 
William Stover 1G, Zack Phillips 1G 1A, Richard Hache
1A, Jared Reeves 1A, Cameron Zinner 1A   

Bantam AE - Newmarket: 3  Aurora  Tigers: 1 

Bantam AE - Richmond Hill Stars: 6  Aurora  Tigers:
0

Minor Midget AA - Aurora Tigers: 2    Richmond Hill
Stars: 1 
Nick Papousek 1G, Matt McGrath 1G   

Minor Midget AA - Barrie Colts: 3   Aurora  Tigers: 0 

Minor Midget AA - Georgina Blaza: 2 Aurora  Tigers:
0  

Minor Midget AA - Aurora Tigers: 4   Georgina Blaze
: 4 
Jeff Skerratt 1G, Nick Papousek 1G, Jack Ellison 1G,
Kory Wansbrough 1G  

Minor Midget AA - Aurora Tigers: 2    Stouffville: 2 
Nick Papousek 1G, Jack Ellison 1G   

Midget AA - Aurora  Tigers: 4    Stouffville: 3 



BRAKES, ALIGNMENT, SUSPENSION, TUNE-UP
297 Wellington St. E., West of Bayview 
Aurora   
135 Davis Drive, East of Yonge, 
at Barbara Rd. 
Newmarket   905-657-1101

10695 Yonge St., South of Elgin Mills Rd. 
Richmond Hill   905-884-8124

www.fixmycar.ca

3805 Sheppard Ave., E., 
East of Birchmount 
Scarborough    416-292-6113 

Sale prices cannot be combined with any other offer

905-841-8105 

until 
February 28, 2013

Winter Tire 
CLEARANCE

Sale!
Great Savings 

until 
February 28, 2013
Great Savings 

 WE DO MORE THAN TIRES

$40 Rebate 
with purchase of 

4 Goodyear 
winter tires

Plus

while supplies last
PLEASE VISIT US FOR OTHER SIZES.
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P215/65R16 89S  Snowtrakker $153.00        $92.40
P205/70R15 95S  Snowtrakker  116.00   70.00

P225/60R16 97S   Snowtrakker  169.00  85.00

P195/55R15 85S  Snowtrakker  125.00   80.00

P205/60R16 92S  Snowtrakker  131.00   85.00

P205/65R15 92S  Snowtrakker  122.00  80.00

P205/65R15 99T Goodyear Ultra Grip Ice  Plus                   175.00          99.99
P205/50R17 94V Goodyear Ultra Grip Performnace 2  302.00   183.80

P225/50R17  93V  Goodyear Ultra Grip Performance 2 316.00    174.04

P235/45R17 94W Goodyear Eagle GW3  386.00   210.00

P215/55R17  93V  Dunlop Winter Sport 3D  294.00   180.00

P205/50R17 93V  Dunlop Sport 3D  288.00   195.00

P215/65R15 96Q  Dunlop Graspic Ds3  146.00   105.76

P205/60R16 96Q  Dunlop Graspic Ds3  156.00   113.70

P225/60R16 98Q  Dunlop Graspic Ds3  169.00  117.70

P215/45R17 91Q  Dunlop Graspic Ds3  249.00   150.42

P225/55R17 97Q  Dunlop Graspic Ds3  216.00   130.80

P215/50R17 91Q  Dunlop Graspic Ds3  226.00   155.61

P235/60R17 102Q  Dunlop SJ6  Winter Tires 216.47  149.99

P235/65R17 104Q  Dunlop SJ6  Winter Tires 226.00   169.99

Regular Price SALE PRICE
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Local members of Special Olympics’ Team Canada arrived home to a heroes’ welcome Wednesday night. Members of the team from Aurora, Newmarket and beyond
earned Silver medals in floor hockey, bested only by Bangladesh on Tuesday morning.  Auroran photos by Diane Buchanan

Aurora and Newmarket Special Olympians take silver against Bangladesh
By Brock Weir

Nobody seemed to mind
the cold Wednesday night
alongside Highway 400 as
parents, family and friends
gathered for the arrival of
Special Olympics athletes
making their triumphant
return back home after an
unforgettable experience in
South Korea.

The team, which includes
athletes from Aurora,
Newmarket and all the way
up to Barrie, was in South
Korea as members of  Team
Canada after winning the
national gold medal in floor
hockey in Alberta last year.
Upon marching into the
opening ceremonies of  the
Special Olympics World
Winter Games in
Pyeongchang last week, the
team had a near-perfect
record, losing only once,
against Mexico, then 
proceeding to the final gold
medal game against
Bangladesh, a country they
had beaten twice before. 

Team Bangladesh, per-
haps still smarting from
their two losses to Team
Canada, stepped up their
game, however, and beat our

home team 2-0 in the final
round.

Although they came
short in the Gold Medal
game, they arrived home last
week proudly displaying
their hard-earned silver
medals around their neck.
For them, it was all about the
game.

“The games were amaz-
ing and there was a lot of
support,” said Aurora’s
Gregory Theriault. “The
competition was amazing.
Almost every day we were
playing two games, until we
got closer to the finals. The
games were very good, there
was very good competition
and very strong competition. 

“I ended up getting three
goals throughout the whole
tournament and I am more
defence than anything else,
so I was happy with my
effort.”

Mr. Theriault says at
times the whole experience
was “quite emotional” as
they didn’t know quite what
to expect when they got
there, but were over-
whelmed by the reception
they received and the sup-
port they had not only from
the people who came with

them but those already
there.

“The interaction with all
the other athletes was amaz-
ing,” he said. “With the dif-
ferent countries like Russia
and Korea, the way we play
the game was different...and
you get different perspec-
tives.”

This excitement was
shared by Isaac Charles,
another resident of  Aurora.
He said before entering the
stadium he wasn’t expecting
many teams to have come all
the way to Korea to compete,
but was glad they were there
amongst the world.

“It was a powerful heart
race to get to the finals and
then when we got to the floor
there was a big cheer,” said
Mr. Charles. “All the coun-
tries were cheering but
when you’re on the floor
[and hearing that] your
heart would be in your
mouth when you’re playing
your heart out.

“To me, it was a dream to
be there and get that medal.”

Neither Isaac nor
Gregory is resting on their
silver laurels, however, now
that they’re home. While
both men said that home

cooking was one thing they
were most looking forward
to as they made their way
back to Aurora – Gregory
and his wife were already
planning a trip out for a good
steak dinner the day after
their return – they’re look-
ing ahead to the next Special
Olympics games. 

Isaac is busy with his ice

hockey team right now, but
is looking forward to getting
into gear and training for
baseball with his team,
which has advanced to the
Provincials, slated to be held
in York Region this July and
then, hopefully, off  to the
nationals in Vancouver.

Although Gregory’s soc-
cer team did not qualify for

the provincials, it is not stop-
ping them from becoming
involved in the fun. Both he
and a teammate have applied
to be athlete ambassadors
who will be stationed at dif-
ferent venues, such as the
soccer venue at St. Andrew’s
College, to help athletes get
around and, of  course, cheer
on the teams.

Tigers regain top spot in North Division after win in Cobourg
By Laura Finney

The Aurora Tigers are
once again the top team
in the North Division
and their recent win
against Cobourg secured
that position.

The Cougars hosted
the Tigers Saturday
afternoon. Both teams
fought hard but strug-
gled to get the puck into
the net.

The first goal of  the
game, scored by Aurora’s
Adam DiBrina, was the
only one of  the game. He
was assisted by Dylan
Sikura and Adam Moody
at 9.11 of  the third 
period.

The final score was 
1-0.

James Richmond,
Tigers’ Head Coach, said
the game was hard, but
he was happy with the
result. 

“It was a tough game
yesterday, but the boys
found a way to win and

that’s what we need to do
at this time of  the year,”
he said in an email.

The goalies were kept
busy throughout the
remainder of  the game.
Cobourg’s netminder
Nathan Perry was in top
form as Aurora ham-
mered him with pucks.
The Tigers took 12 shots
in the first period, 6 in
the second and 16 in the
third for a total of  34
attempts on net. 

Last week, Richmond
said Aurora goalie Brett
Sinclair played really
well in their win against
Whitby and good 
goaltending made the 
difference in the game.
Sinclair seemed to have
done it again this week.

The Cougars managed
a total of  38 attempts on
net and Sinclair stopped
every one.

“Brett Sinclair had a
terrific game in goal for
us and gave us the
chance to win,” said

Richmond. 
The Tigers spent some

time in the sin bin, but
managed to execute the
penalty kill and kept the
Cougars from scoring.
Even at 5:27 in the sec-
ond period, when Dylan
Sikura was sent to the
box for slashing and
Michael Keenan was
sent in for cross-check-
ing, Cobourg was unable
to capitalize on their two
man advantage.

Despite their lack of
goals, the three stars of
the game were given to
Cougars players.

The first star went to
Connor Armour, the 
second went to Taylor
Gauld and the third went
to goalie Nathan Perry.

In other Tigers 
news, forward Robert
Angiolella was named
the Gongshow Gear
North-East Conference
Player-of-the-Month for
January.

Continued on page 17



lars]”, said Councillor
Chris Ballard. “Did we
receive a legal opinion
that we would not be liable
for paying Regional,
School Board and munici-
pal taxes? Did we receive a
legal opinion on that? If
we did, can we seek some
redress through profes-
sional insurance that
obviously the advice was
wrong. 

“We’re not talking
about a few hundred here.
We’re talking about hun-
dreds of  thousands of  dol-
lars. I am happy to see us
moving ahead to try to
renegotiate this, but at the
same time I think it is pru-
dent for us to examine all
possible ways to recapture
between $300,000 and
$400,000.”

Councillor Buck decid-
ed initially to allow the
question to stand, asking

Town Staff, “What are our
chances of  us recapturing
$500,000 on a legal agree-
ment that we signed will-
ingly?” but the debate con-
tinued.

“It’s not about the
agreement,” interrupted
Councillor Ballard. “It is
about who gave us advice
that this was appropriate?
Who gave us the advice
that we wouldn’t be on the
hook for that money? It
was obviously the wrong
advice. Can we get com-
pensation?”

That question ultimate-
ly went unanswered, but
Councillors promised to
ask that question again
when the recommenda-
tion comes up for final
approval this week.
During the discussions,
taxes were not the only
issues on the table when it
came to the recommenda-
tion on the floor. Some

Councillors raised their
eyebrows at the willing-
ness of  the Dome opera-
tors to enter into a new
agreement where they
would have to shoulder
some of  the operating
costs.

“Why would the private
part of  this public-private
partnership that is mak-
ing $500,000 per year want
to renegotiate it?” asked
Councillor Gaertner. “I
think that is really funny.
If  I was the owner I would
think this is pretty funny.” 

According to Mr.
Downey, the purpose of
the Dome when it was first
envisioned was to
“address the need
expressed by the Aurora
Youth Soccer Club” to pro-
vide for winter soccer. The
Town wanted to ensure
that it maintained access
to the facility as well as to
the community. 

From page 3
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Frolics on Ice
Submitted by Vicky Yaeck

The Aurora Skating
Club sent a team of  40
skaters to the Frolics on
Ice competition in King
City, held February 2 – 3.
The Aurora Skating
Club is very proud of  all
its competitors for con-
tinually striving to meet
and exceed their person-
al best! 

The following are the 
individual results from

the Frolics on Ice 
competition: 

Jadyn Keeler-1st place
Pre-Preliminary B

Kate Anderson-3rd
place Pre-Preliminary B  

Cloe Lagace-1st place
Pre-Preliminary A
Freeskate & 5th place
Preliminary Solo Dance

Dana Zarazenkova-
2nd place Preliminary
Solo Dance & 5th place
Pre-Preliminary B
Freeskate,

Eliana Neophytou-6th
place Pre-Preliminary A
Freeskate

Alexandra Lebury-7th
place Pre-Preliminary A
Freeskate

Alana Wise-3rd place
Junior Bronze A
Freeskate

Geneva Bailey-2nd
place Senior Bronze
Starskate & 5th place
Junior Silver Solo Dance

Mathew Warner-1st
place Senior Bronze
Starskate Men

Erin Forster-5th place

Bronze Interpretive
B r i a n n a

Orzechowski-6th place
Introductory A
Freeskate

Edyn Rubbens-5th
place Introductory A
Freeskate

Sophia Townsend-5th
place  Pre- Preliminary
A Freeskate

Stephanie Cortinovis-
5th place Pre
Preliminary A Freeskate

Ava Burbank-6th
place Pre-Preliminary B
Freeskate

Colleen Glynn-7th
place, Pre- Preliminary
B Freeskate

Brittany Erickson-7th
place Pre-Preliminary B
Freeskate

Simona Fanuzzi-2nd
place Preliminary A
Freeskate

Megan Howe-3rd
place Preliminary B
Freeskate

Elise Popa-2nd place
Preliminary Starskate

Jayme Lamoure-1st
place Intro A Freeskate

Jerod Sparrow-2nd
place Intro A Freeskate

Kenny Huang-3rd
place Intro A Freeskate

Eena Yoon-4th place
Intro B Freeskate

Grace Robinson-5th
place Pre-Preliminary B
Freeskate

Colleen Tordoff-1st
Preliminary Solo Dance
& 7th place Pre-
Preliminary Starskate

Samantha Hadden-3rd

P r e - P r e l i m i n a r y
Starskate & 3rd place
Preliminary Solo Dance,

Carson Klein-4th
place Pre-Preliminary
Men Starskate

Danielle Sparrow- 3rd
place -Senior Bronze
Solo Dance & 4th place-
Preliminary B Freeskate

Adriana Beniot-
Mesch ino - 1 s t - S en i o r
Bronze Solo Dance & 5th
p l a c e - P r e l i m i n a r y
Starskate Freeskate

Madisyn Lamoure-
2nd-Senior Bronze Solo
Dance & 6th place
Preliminary Starskate
Freeskate

Haven Moulds-2nd
place Junior Silver Solo
Dance & 5th place
Junior Bronze B
Fressskate

Cassandra Tremblay-
2nd place Junior Bronze
Starskate Freeskate &
4th place Junior Silver
Solo Dance

Nicole Marino-3rd
place Gold Starskate
Freeskate

Marilena Perri-4th
place Gold Starskate
Freeskate

Julia Teti-2nd place
P r e - P r e l i m i n a r y
Starskate

Emma Weir-4th place
intro A Freeskate

Lauren Strathdee-6th
place Pre-Preliminary B
Freeskate

Cassie Tsioros-6th
place Preliminary A
Freeskate.   

Dome agreement in focus this week

Aurora Thrashers are champs in Acton
Story and photo submitted by Laura Pitrie

The Aurora Thrashers
(Peewee H/L Team 608 –
Mastermind Toys)
coached by Chris Chivers,
Darren Slind, Dan
Ferguson and Paul
Miranda travelled to
Acton from February 1 – 3
to compete in the Acton
Chargers Annual Peewee
tournament.  

The team dominated
the tournament going
undefeated in four games
beating rivals the
Orangeville Penguins 6-1
in the final game to take
the championship and
bring the big trophy home
for Aurora.  

The boys went 21 goals
for and 2 goals against
with Goalie Justin
Carcone earning 2 shut-
outs.  The boys came to
win and win they did!

They represented their
town, their coaches, their
teammates and their fami-
lies with respect and
pride, showing amazing
teamwork and keeping
their cool both on and off
the ice.   

Teammates include:
Goalie: Justin Carone;

Raff  Parente (C); Brayden
Pitre (A); Jack Hosmer
(A); Anthony Miranda (A);
Ben Pitre; Jack Chivers;
Dalton Slind; Christian
Ferguson; Andrew End,
Stuart Bishenden; Alex
Murgida; Jacob Peticca;
Ben Akkermans and
Matthew Matton.
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Follow us on Facebook 
for Daily Specials & Upcoming Events 

including Valentine’s DayAUR
ORA
licio
us

Welcome to Badali’s 

in Aurora, a fine dining

Italian restaurant and wine bar 

located at 14987 Yonge Street. 

Contemporary in
 design with splashes of great colour

from the art th
at hangs fro

m the walls, t
he clean

crisp
 white linens on the table tops, th

e tangerine 

bar sto
ols lin

ed up to the beautiful hand 

crafted bar, yo
u’ve arrive

d. 

14987 Yonge St, in the heart of Aurora I www.BADALIS.com I Please Call for reservations: 905-726-1441
MONDAY TO FRIDAY LUNCH: 11:30 AM–3:00PM I MONDAY TO SATURDAY DINNER: 4:00 PM–10:30PM I SUNDAY CLOSED
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Mishaela Kotesky-Simpson provided a sneak preview of her song Paris Tonight at
Bonsai Tea House on Saturday afternoon. She will be performing the song at
Conquer Cancer: One Act at a Time on February 23.       Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Former Aurora Teen Idol comes full circle 
with songwriting

By Brock Weir

W h e n  M i s h a e l a
Kostesky-Simpson, Aurora’s
2009 Teen Idol, takes to the
stage at February 23’s One
Act at a Time Benefit, it will,
in a way, be coming full circle
for the singer.

The benefit is the brain-
child of  Aurora’s Carla
Walker and Newmarket’s
Leslie-Anne Holmeshaw;
bringing together musicians
and other talented individu-
als in Aurora and
Newmarket to support
Princess Margaret Hospital
and the Ride to Conquer
Cancer.

Being on stage that
evening will be a fitting place
for Mishaela as she is doing
it for her grandmother. Her
“nanny” died five years ago
from the disease when
Mishaela was in just Grade
8. Her struggle makes the
event close to her heart, but
also provides an opportunity
to pay personal tribute to the
woman who really played a
key hand in starting her in
her musical journey.

“I guess you could say my
song writing began because
of  my nanny,” says
Mishaela, now a student at
York University’s Schulich
School of  Business. 

“She would come over
and spend a lot of  time at our
house at Christmas or over
the summer and the first
song I actually wrote was
about my grandmother. I
must have been about 10 and
she would sit there and help
me rough draft this song.
There were a few lines that
we wrote and we put them
together ourselves. “

These efforts eventually
got set aside, but were picked
up again when she decided
to focus on music in earnest

with her vocal coach. She
selected lyrics from the song
and put them into a new
piece, inspiring her to con-
tinue with her craft. 

“It was called ‘I Want to
Be Like You’ and was really
sweet,” she recalls. “The
words are right from when I
was younger like, ‘You’re so
special’ or ‘You’re so loved’
or ‘there’s no one I would
aspire to be like except for
you’ because she was such a
great woman and treated
people so well.”

Mishaela’s interest in
music itself, however, started
at the tender age of  four,
singing with choir at
Toronto’s Donway Covenant
United Church, where she
and the minister’s sons even-
tually formed the band trio
DC/UC as a take-off  – but
probably more wholesome! –
on AC/DC. 

As an only child, she says
music has always been an
influence in her life in keep-
ing her entertained. Her
mother, Moe Kotesky, has
also helped guide her along
the way as a primary driver
in encouraging her to go for
the Teen Idol Crown in 2009.

“She has been my biggest
supporter,” she says. “My
mom won’t hesitate to give
me the criticism I need, but
when I listen to her it always
turns out awesome. That
year was one of  the best
influences of  my life. I got to
meet so many people and go
to so many places around
Aurora and really feel a part
of  the community.”

Mishaela attributes her
experiences as Aurora Teen
Idol in giving her the hope,
confidence, and experience
she needed to achieve anoth-
er one of  her dreams, name-
ly being accepted as one of
100 students into Schulich’s

International Bachelor of
Business Administration
program. 

As a former student at
Lester B. Pearson Public
School and Aurora High
School, she goes into the pro-
gram bilingual in French
and her long-range goal is to
spend her third year work-
ing in France before finding
her place in entertainment
from the business side of
things. Her ultimate goal?
Maple Leaf  Sports and
Entertainment. 

A goal a little bit more
immediate, however, is the
February 23 show. As a musi-
cian she says it is important
and exciting to see the talent
in other people and the beau-
ty of  this show is “you don’t
have to be the best singer, or
you don’t have to be
Liberace” in order to have
fun.

“It is great to see people
showcase their talents and it
encourages people to go for
what they want,” she says. “I
think a lot of  people put
aside certain things. Maybe
they want to take up the gui-
tar or they want to play the
drums. A lot of  people have
that doubt in their mind, but
they don’t take the time to
really explore other people’s
talent. I think by exploring
other people’s talent it just
encourages that creativity in
everyone. 

“Music just sparks that
little girl in me and has a way
of  connecting people. We
learn so much in school
right now and there is so
much international focus
and it is amazing there are so
many different cultures and
people in the world, but one
thing that is really universal
language is music. It con-
nects people in a way that no
other thing can.”

Tigers host Hurricanes this Friday
Earlier this year

Richmond said in an
interview that he would-
n’t be surprised if
Angiolella received this
honour.

“He’s been our best
player after Christmas,”
Richmond said.

Angiolella grew up in
Richmond Hill and
joined the Tigers this
season after his pervious
team, the Markham

Waxers, folded. So far
this year, Angiolella has
22 goals and 16 assists for
38 points.

He scored 12 times
this year and he scored
11 of  those goals in only
six games.

Angiolella leads the
Tigers in goals and is in
third place for points.

He has recently con-
firmed he will be attend-
ing Niagara University
in the fall of  2014 to play

for the Purple Eagles.
The Tigers next game

will be against their
main rivals, the
Newmarket Hurricanes,
at 7.30 Friday night at
the ACC.

Newmarket has been
battling with the Tigers
for the top spot in their
conference and are 
currently only one point
behind the Tigers.

The Tigers host
Trenton on Saturday.

From page 15



hours during the week. In
addition to being able to
explore the building, guests
will view something unusual:
exhibit creation in full swing.
Some of  the processes
involved include creating
mounts for artefacts, creating
labels and text panels, hang-
ing artefacts, installing the
displays themselves and mov-
ing the artefacts into their
new display cases. Hours
Monday – Wednesday will be 1
– 4 p.m., Thursday from 1 – 7
p.m., and Friday – Sunday
from 1 – 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, contact the AHS at
905-727-8991 or visit aurorahis-
toricalsociety.ca.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Bonsai Hill hosts an

evening of  poetry “Love Shall
Forever Remain” tonight at 7
p.m. at 15263 Yonge Street,
Unit 2. Featuring musicians
Sara Cameron, Matthew
Kinnunen and Alex Nugent,
poets Lileta Brown, Deborah
L.V. Campo, Stephanie
Davidson, Sterling Dillinger,
Dmitry Saltykov, Linda
Squires, Dierdre Tomlinson,
Malcolm Watts, and an open
mic for guest poets.
Performances start at 7.15
p.m. Limited seating. Please
note the last half  hour of  open
mic may contain graphic lan-
guage.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21
Parents of  teens are invit-

ed to attend a free presenta-
tion to help them guide their
kids to prevent injuries by
making smart, safe
choices. The presentation is
being offered at Southlake
Regional Health Centre in
Newmarket tonight from 6.30
to 7:30 p.m. For details and to
register visit www.southlak-
eregional.org and click on
Southlake Events – No
Regrets Live for Parents.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Early Medieval Celtic

Calligraphy: one of  a series of
hands-on workshops at Table
For 2 & More (15160 Yonge
Street) led by Celtic Artist
David Rankine. The series,
Portals of  Grace, takes a look
at Celtic Art techniques and
explores how the energies of
Nature inspire ancient and
contemporary Celtic artists.

10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Tickets
($35/session): 905-713-3788.
Visit www.davidran
kineart.com

* * * * 
The OSPCA will “Help

Fight Animal Cruelty with
Cupcakes” today on National
Cupcake Day. “We’re encour-
aging people to register online
a t
www.nationalcupcakeday.ca
and then to bake cupcakes and
host a National Cupcake Day
party with all proceeds going
to support the Ontario SPCA
and its communities,”
explained Marc Ralsky of  the
OSPCA. “We hope that people
will encourage their family
and friends to donate online
and to support their efforts by
attending a local party or
hosting an event of  their own.
It’s a fun and easy way to
make a life-saving difference
in the lives of  animals who
desperately need our help.”
For party suggestions, includ-
ing the official cupcake recipe,
visit the web address above.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Free Stages of  Recovery

Workshop with Flora
Svinarekno will occur today

from 5 – 6.30 p.m. at 12513
Yonge Street, Suite 15. Are you
ready to explore the possibili-
ty of  change? If  so, discover
where you are in your
Journey of  Recovery. “Stages
of  Recovery” will help you
explore the changes that you
are seeking. In a safe and con-
fidential setting, the costs and
benefits of  changing eating
disorder behaviors will be pre-
sented. We will also try to
identify barriers and explore
healthy coping strategies.
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Garden Aurora! The

Aurora Garden and
Horticultural Society invites
you to hear David Tomlinson,
Landscape Architect
Emeritus and respected
ornithologist speak on the
‘Making of  Merlin’s
Hollow’,  a 30 year landmark
Aurora garden. The meeting
is held at the Royal Canadian
Legion, 105 Industrial
Parkway North and starts at
8:00 p.m. We look forward to
welcoming both old and new
members for a great evening.
Further information at 905-
713-6660 or visit www.garde-
naurora.com.

JANUARY 23 – FEBRUARY 27
The BREAD (Brotherhood

Reflection Education
Acceptance Direction) Group
will meet for six Wednesdays
from 8 – 9 p.m. at 15213 Yonge
Street, Suite 15 Aurora
(Historic Post Office). This
support group is intended for
men who are currently con-
sidering making changes,
changing or maintaining
changes which they have
made in regards to their eat-
ing behaviours. The journey
to recover may be challenging,
isolating, revelatory or just
plain frustrating and group
support and professional facil-
itation may be necessary to
overcome or prevent relapses.
We will be seeking insights
into disordered eating and
exploring coping strategies
with the goal of  learning from
each other, effective coping
strategies and life skills.
Working together to grow and
become ourselves. $60 (for 6
weeks). To register please call
905-886-6632, email
info@edoyr.com, or register
online at www.edoyr.com/sup-
port-groups.html

FEBRUARY 4 – APRIL 8
The Ontario Clay and

Glass Association brings its
FUSION: Fireworks 2011 exhi-
bition to the Aurora Cultural
Centre. FUSION’S mission to
promote excellence in clay
and glass is fulfilled through
the Fireworks exhibitions.
Since 1975, the notable or
award winning have been pur-
chased by FUSION for the
FUSION Permanent
Collection, housed at and on
permanent loan to the
Burlington Art Centre.

FEBRUARY 11 – MARCH 31
The Whitchurch-

Stouffville Museum and
Community Centre hosts
Defining Moments:
Discovering our Canadian
Stories. This travelling exhib-
it is a national digital media
arts and citizenship project
aimed at engaging youth
across Canada to explore,
express and showcase their
diverse perspectives on
Canadian identity. These
works are the 26 willing
pieces, representing eight
provinces and territories
across Canada. While you’re
here, participate in an on-site
art activity that expresses
your Canadian identity.
Regular admission applies.
For more information, contact
the museum at 905-727-8954.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Bill Albino, Chair of  the

Hillary-McIntyre Heritage
Park Founding Committee,
will present background
information concerning this
exciting new proposal at
today’s PROBUS meeting
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the
Royal Canadian Legion (105
Industrial Parkway North).
The four acre park area is the
site of  three beautiful historic
homes – Hillary House,
Horton Place (McIntyre
House) and the Readman
House. The park site is cen-
trally located in Downtown
Aurora and offers an excellent
opportunity for a unique pub-
lic space/museum and civic
park. For more information
on the event and PROBUS,
contact Leslie Oliver at 905-
727-5752.

* * * * 
The Aurora Public Library

presents Money Talk$: Using
Charts for Selecting
Investments. Money Talk$ is a
free monthly discussion
group to exchange ideas and
unbiased information.
Presentation will be followed

by a Q & A. No financial prod-
ucts or services will be offered
or sold. 7 p.m. in the Magna
Room at the Aurora Public
Library. For more informa-
tion, contact the Library at
905-727-9494 x275.

FEBRUARY 14 – MARCH 21
Eating Disorders of  York

Region (EDOYR) will host
Healthy Coping Skills for
Anxiety and Depression with
Flora Svinarenko for six
weeks from 5 – 6 p.m. begin-
ning Thursday, February 1410
at their Aurora headquarters.
(15213 Yonge Street, Suite 15)
Very often depression and
anxiety are familiar feelings
to someone struggling with
disordered eating, body image
issues and low self  esteem.
During this group you will
learn how your negative
thinking patters might be
affecting your feelings and
behaviors. You will be able to
explore the “mechanisms” of
anxiety and depression and
learn why they are triggered.
You will learn healthy coping
techniques with your symp-
toms and you will be able to
share your struggles and wor-
ries in a safe environment.  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Black History Month will

be marked in Richmond Hill
this evening with the Love
Train Review. The show gets
underway at 8 p.m. at the
Richmond Hill Centre for the
Performing Arts and this year
will pay tribute to the late
Hon. Lincoln Alexander and
Dr. Herbert H. Carnegie. The
Love Train Revue, produced
by St. Kitts Music, is a show
built to celebrate and honour
Black History Month in York
Region. Please come to cele-
brate the lives of  these great
men who contributed much to
our Canadian Culture. We
promise a great show with
wonderful music brought to
us by the Black Diaspora. Mr.
Carnegie’s daughter, Bernice,
will speak at the show, as will
Mr. Alexander’s widow,
Marnie. For more informa-
tion, visit www.rhcentre.ca.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15
Local musicians welcome

one and all to a special benefit
concert tonight at the
Newmarket Branch of  the
Royal Canadian Legion (707
Srigley Street, Newmarket) to
help stamp out bullying.
Featuring David Henman
(April Wine), The Elwins,
Taylor Knox, The Socials, and
more, funds raised from the
concert will benefit the York
Region Anti-Bullying
Coalition. For more informa-
tion, visit their facebook page
at tinyurl.com/take-a-stand-
benefit.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16
The One Parent Families

Association will hold their
next dance today at the
Aurora Branch of  the Royal
Canadian Legion (105
Industrial Parkway North)
this evening from 8 p.m. to 1
a.m. Hot and cold buffet, cash
bar.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Join family, friends and

neighbours for Family Day at
Aurora Town Park with the
2013 Arctic Adventure today
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Events
include professional ice carv-
ing, outdoor winter games
(hockey shoot out, ice fishing,
face painting, etc.), mini snow
tubing, nine holes of  Arctic
mini golf, trying the penguin
relay, live entertainment, and
refreshments such as home-
made cookies and Beaver
Tails, as well as hot dogs, ham-
burgers, hot chocolate and cof-
fee. All activities are weather
permitting. Sport Aurora and
Aurora’s Schuetze family   will
also be bringing the Grey Cup
to the celebrations.

* * * *
The Grey Cup is still com-

ing to Aurora today, but there
has been a slight change in
venue. The celebrated symbol
of  the CFL will be taking part
in Arctic Adventure celebra-
tions at Town Park, thanks to
Aurora’s Schuetze family, who
won the right to have the after-
noon with the cup in a contest.
Members of  the Toronto
Argonauts will be on hand
with their mascot and cheer-
leaders for the occasion and
residents will have the chance
to have their photos taken
with the cup. “Photos with the
cup are part of  the big day,”
said Rob Schuetze. “We want
to see a lot of  Aurorans that
day and hope to capture a lot
of  memories.” 

* * * *
The Caledon Agricultural

Society presents its second
annual SnowFest today in
honour of  Family Day.
Dedicated to healthy winter
fun, exercise and competition
for the entire family, SnowFest
activities include: snowshoe-
ing and dog sledding demos,
horse drawn sleigh rides, ice
sculptures and the children’s
snow castle competition, plus
a special “chilly” cook-off
involving service clubs and
community organizations.
Admission is free to the public
with gates open 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
The Caledon Fairgrounds are
located on Hwy #10
(Hurontario), just south of
Charlestown Sideroad (Hwy
#24) in Caledon Village. For
more information visit:
www.caledonfairgrounds.ca. 

FEBRUARY 18 – 24
It’s Heritage Week and the

Aurora Historical Society will
open Hillary house for special
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EVERYTHING

MUST GO!!
EVERYTHING

MUST GO!!PEGGY’S
Distinctive Ladies Fashions

Store Closing Sale

Large Selection Winter Fashions

MANY MORE IN-STORE SPECIALS
St. Andrews Village, Aurora  905-727-0090

All Sales Final                   www.peggysfashions.ca                All Sales Final

while supples last

All Spring New Arrivals 
 30% NOW OFF 

60-70 % OFF

ON NOW

FREE, No obligation classroom trial offer.

JERRy CollInS, oWnER/oPERaToR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

“Keeping your dreams...safe!”
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Checkmate! Students and Optimists gear up for chess tourney
By Brock Weir

It is a game that has enticed
and challenged people of  all ages
for generations, but this month
students from Aurora, King and
Newmarket will once again face
off  for ultimate chess supremacy
and go onto the next level in the
Optimist Club’s annual Chess
Tournament.

This year’s chess tournament
will be held at the Aurora Branch
of  the Royal Canadian Legion, on
Thursday, February 21. Helping to
oversee the tournament this year
will once again be Michael
Varcoe.

Mr. Varcoe, a long-time volun-
teer with the Optimist Club of
Aurora and in the wider Aurora
community, has helped to steer
the event almost since its incep-
tion nearly 17 years ago. Over the
years, he estimates he has seen
about 20,000 kids go through the
program to take on the Regionals
– and, if  they are lucky, go for the
regional and provincial crowns.

“The idea came from [former
Aurora councillor] Stephen
Granger and it just mush-
roomed,” recalls Mr. Varcoe. “Last
year was the most we have ever
had. We had almost 300 kids and it
was the most amazing thing.”

Unusually, Mr. Varcoe is not a
chess master himself  – and, inci-
dentally, actually has little interest
in the game itself  – but one can
tell from speaking with him there
is a certain charge that comes
from setting up something so
extensive that so many kids ulti-
mately get so much enjoyment
from. 

While Mr. Granger has ulti-
mately moved on from the tourna-
ment, it has continued on with Mr.
Varcoe and Don Stubbs and

together they work to keep things
fresh and the interest alive. 

He spent the first weeks of  the
New Year sending nearly 40 infor-
mation packages to schools to
drum up interest amongst the stu-
dents, but as the tournament
endures, he is finding that some
second generation competitors
are starting to come in. 

That should not be surprising
for someone who has dedicated
nearly 25 years of  service to vol-
unteerism in the community. Mr.
Varcoe was recognized with a
Community Recognition Award
from the Town of  Aurora last fall
saluting his 20 years of  service to
the local Optimists. Like the chess
tournament, his involvement is
something that has endured from
inauspicious beginnings. 

“[Receiving the recognition]
wasn’t a total surprise, but what
really is surprising is it has been
20 bloody years!” he says with a
laugh. “Time really flies. It was 20
years ago in November when we
were living on Lanewood Drive
and down the street there were a
bunch of  guys out on the lawn
having a heck of  a good time. I
thought, ‘what the heck are they
doing?’It turns out they were
Optimists building a float.”

That caught his eye and after
asking a few preliminary ques-
tions, he joined up and hasn’t
looked back.

While he can’t believe it has
been “20 bloody years”, one thing
that does keep him coming back
to the group year-in and year-out
is their dedication to children.
These include their bike rodeo,
hockey skills tournament, golf
initiatives or programs to teach
kids the rules of  the road.

A personal highlight is the
annual treat of  finding himself,

along with countless other volun-
teers knee or elbow deep in crates
of  books – depending on their
individual strategies! – to organ-
ize the Optimists’ annual book
sale, which has raised over
$100,000 for the children’s section
of  the Aurora Public Library
since its inception. 

“As long as it has to do with
kids, it has to do with us,” says Mr.
Varcoe with pride. “That’s our
whole reason for being.”

Indeed, this is a philosophy
that has rubbed off  on the next
generation. Michael and his real-
tor wife Beverly have two daugh-
ters, and both were involved with
the Optimists from an early age,
sailing the Optimist Dinghy as
children. While his involvement
in the week-to-week operations of
the Optimists have ebbed and
flowed over the years, he said he
enjoys the freedom the club
affords its members.

“You do what you do and help
out when you can,” he said. “A lot
of  the time they will just have
something available on a certain
day, whether it is helping out from
10 – 4 at their little food trailer, or
flipping hot dogs or selling pop at
a Town event. 

“Some clubs are strict but the
Optimists would like you to par-
ticipate on your own schedule.
You will have certain people who
will always show up at the same
thing, but there are different
opportunities. I seem to get stuck
making pancakes a lot!”

The Optimist Club’s annual
Chess Tournament comes to the
Aurora branch of  the Royal
Canadian Legion on Thursday,
February 21 from 8.45 a.m. until
3.15. For more information, contact
the club at 905-841-2722.

(Top) The Optimist
Club of Aurora has
been a popular
showcase for
Aurora students.
(Right) This year’s
tournament, as it
has been almost
since its inception,
will be overseen by
Michael Varcoe,
who received a
C o m m u n i t y
Recognition Award
for his work with
the Optimists 
last fall from
Councillors Chris
Ballard and John
Abel on behalf of
the Town.

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer
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Unrivalled Family Fun
Exciting Features. Prizes and More!  

The 2012 Canadian International AutoShow is The Next Dimension.

THE 2012 CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL AUTOSHOW IS SPONSORED BY

AEROPLAN®
  MILES

REDEEM YOUR

FOR TICKETS

®Aeroplan is a registered trademark of Aeroplan Canada Inc. 

THE CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL AUTOSHOW

FEBRUARY 17 – 26, 2012
METRO TORONTO CONVENTION CENTRE, NORTH & SOUTH BUILDINGS

AutoShow.ca

FEB. 17 – 25, 10:30 AM - 10 PM         FEB. 26, 10:30 AM - 6 PM

$25,000$25,000
YOU COULD WIN $25,000

TOWARDS YOUR
DREAM VEHICLE!

YOU COULD WIN $25,000
TOWARDS YOUR
DREAM VEHICLE!
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

BRING THE HEAT
TO YOUR FEET!

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10 - 5

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900

www.gatewaylanes.ca
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Courses Starting:
FEBRUARY 23 –4  SATURDAYS

MARCH 9 – 4 DAYS 
MARCH 13 – 4 DAYS

905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!

Town Hall renos eye improved customer service
By Brock Weir

Nearly $850,000 worth
of  renovations could
result in better cus-
tomer service at Town
Hall, according to
municipal staff.

Councillors are set to
formally sign off  on
approving an $842,000
plan to renovate the
entire ground floor of
Town Hall in order  to
implement new cus-
tomer service strategies
and create more work
and training spaces for
employees. 

The most noticeable
changes, should the
plans be approved this
week, will be on first
sight for customers.
Plans include an exten-
sion of  the lobby space
to create one entry point
(there are currently two
– one facing the parking
lot and a wheelchair
accessible entrance off
to the side) and a new
customer service desk
immediately upon entry. 

Customer service is
currently on the second
floor while the first
floor desk is staffed by
volunteers from Info
Aurora.

“The Customer Care
Centre known as ‘Access
Aurora’ is currently in
the mobilization phase
preparing for launch,”
said Techa van
Leeuwen, Aurora’s
Director of  Building, in
a report to Council.
“One of  the components
of  the mobilization
phase is the physical
setup of  space. It has
been established Access
Aurora will occupy
space on the ground
floor in close proximity
to the main entry doors. 

“An analysis of  sta-
tistical information
indicates four staff  will
be required, plus a man-
ager, to deliver the serv-
ices being transferred.”

These include general
questions and financial
transactions. 

“Access Aurora will
be designed as a barrier
-free customer care cen-
tre,” she added. “The
counter will include an
area to accommodate
individuals who are dis-
abled and any services
or amenities provided
including self-serve
kiosks and waiting
areas will also be acces-
sible.”

The proposal was

approved by Councillors
at the committee level
last week. The passage,
however, did not come
without questions with
many lobbed to staff
over how the results
would accommodate
employees and where
they would be housed
while construction took
place.

“I know staff  is
falling all over them-
selves and we’ve been
planning on fixing up
Town Hall for a long
time, but at the same
time we have spent an
awful lot of  capital on
this budget so far, so I
have reservations,” said
Councillor Wendy
Gaertner.

While the plans go
forward, the old Aurora
Public Library building,
whose future has been
the subject of  much
debate over the last
three months, will
spring into action as
swing space for staff
displaced by the renova-
tions. 

Council also under-
scored some concerns
with plans that were
approved in the capital
budget to design a sec-
ond storey for addition-
al office space at the
proposed new Joint
Operations Centre on
Industrial Parkway
North which is slated to
be built as the new home
for Aurora’s parks and
public works depart-
ments. 

Following that project
approval in November,
Staff  have since deter-
mined a second storey
could be added to the
building for future use
as office space for just
about $1.5 million, from
the already hefty $13.5
million price tag for the
overall Centre.
According to Ms. van
Leeuwen’s report, it
would cost an estimated
further $30,000 to design
this space.

“Using space at the
Joint Operations Centre
to accommodate staff
and service provided
presently at Town Hall
as a long-term solution
is not ideal and does not
align with our customer
service vision ‘to pro-
vide customer focused
service that is informa-
tive and easily accessi-
ble’” said Ms. van
Leeuwen in her report.
“As part of  the space

allocation study, consid-
erable analysis was
given to adjacencies
between departments
and functional areas and
best fit solutions are
part of  the overall
design for Town Hall.”

Councillors at the
time, however, said it
would be beneficial in
getting these designs
and knowing what the
options would be before
building commenced as
early as this year. Some
Councillors now, howev-
er, said they wanted to
be absolutely sure this
space was needed before
shelling out the $30,000
for designs.

“I think we have to
have the discussion of
whether or not Council
is willing to commit to
the $1.5 million that it
would cost to construct
that space,” said
Councillor John Gallo.
“If  we are, then it makes
absolute sense to invest
in the $30,000 design. If
the concept isn’t to add
this space then there is
obviously no point in
spending the $30,000 for
the design and I am not
sure we got to that point.

“I think we had a dis-
cussion of  what we
could do to anticipate
that, but not necessarily
a discussion to commit
$1.5 million of  addition-
al space. I just don’t see
us doing one and not the
other. It would be irre-
sponsible if  we spent
$30,000 to design and not
move forward with addi-
tional space.”

Town Staff  estimate
that designs for the Joint
Operations Centre could
be finalized this spring
or early summer, with
tendering for the project
coming forward in the
fall. While Ilmar
Simanovskis, Aurora’s
Director of
Infrastructure, said it is
critical that decisions on
designs are made now as
it could delay the future
of  the project. If  every-
thing goes according to
plan, however, the
Operations Centre would
be ready for occupancy
in early 2015, he said.

Cameras and lights hone in on a humble brass lock at Hillary House, demonstrating
the Aurora Historical Society’s efforts to digitize their collections. These and 
related demonstrations will be part of next week’s programming at Hillary House
to mark Ontario Heritage Week.  Auroran photo by David Falconer

Go behind the scenes at Hillary House
By Brock Weir

Get a behind-the-scenes
look at conservation, restora-
tion, and interpretation next
week at Hillary House as
Aurora’s National Historic
Site marks Ontario Heritage
Week.

The Aurora Historical
Society (AHS) throws open
its doors to mark the week
from February 18 – 24 offer-
ing visitors a glimpse not
only of  what goes into mak-
ing an exhibition, but also a
sneak peek at exhibitions to
come in this, the Society’s
50th Anniversary.

“Heritage Week is all
about exhibition develop-
ment for us,” says Catherine
Richards, Curator for the
AHS. “This will allow people
to get a very specific view of
what we do in preparation for
exhibits. We’re going to have
stations set up in the ball-
room and there will be a sta-
tion for exhibitions, artefact
mount making, and artefact
preparation, so anything like
any minor conservation
work an artefact needs to
undergo [will be seen.]”

They also plan to have a
“digitization” station to show
what it is going to take to
make the Hillary House’s col-
lections go digital for the
future, one piece at a time. 

In the meantime, the pub-
lic will get a chance to look on
as the AHS overhauls its
exhibition space, changing
cabinets, hanging mock-ups
on the wall, and making sure

every T is crossed.
“It is interactive in that it

is conversational, but at this
point in time there is no
hands-on component,” Ms.
Richards cautions.

Exhibitions currently in
the works include a medical
exhibit, putting Hillary
House’s collection of  med-
ical equipment through the
ages into good use, but this
time with a modern twist.
Ms. Richards says they are
working with a partner in
the community that will be
announced in the next week
or so, to put a contemporary
spin on the showcase. It will
illustrate the evolution of
medical tools from their
most rudimentary to the
present day, often displaying
the pieces of  the past with
their contemporary counter-
parts.

While that unfolds in the
upstairs spaces, downstairs,
the AHS will be preparing a
different exhibition focusing
on how food has been pre-
pared at Hillary House
through the decades, with a
particular emphasis on the
1920s through the 1950s. 

Art at the Manor will also
be going into its second year,
based on its successful
launch last year during
Hillary House’s 150th
anniversary. In this venture,
artists are invited to explore
Hillary House and incorpo-
rate aspects of  the venerable
building into their art.

Ms. Richards says she
hopes the AHS will be in a
position within the next cou-
ple of  days to reveal the suc-
cessful applicant artists that
will be carrying Art at the
Manor through 2013. 

www.gatewaylanes.ca
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

elsewhere around Aurora. 
Earlier in the discussion,
Councillors expressed some
degree of  satisfaction a com-
promise had been reached
over the uses of  the plaza.
Initial concerns first brought
forward months ago per-
tained to the number of
retail versus professional
units planned for the plaza,
as well as prohibiting “com-
mercial schools” from set-
ting up shop. These concerns
stemmed from the amount of
traffic and affect on the
neighbourhood from the
driving centre at Yonge and
Henderson Drive.

The plan that came before
Councillors last week set the
number of  retail units at 40

per cent, with 50 per cent set
for use as a medical clinic. 

Parking on the
Wellington Street frontage,
however, remained an issue,
but Marco Ramunno,
Aurora’s Director of
Planning, said the owners
were still willing to try and
get closer to the Promande
Plan prescriptions. 

“[The property] owners
are seeking an exception
from those specific provi-
sions within the Promenade
Plan and that is to reduce the
minimum height from two
storeys to one and to allow
some additional parking on
the front yard,” he said.
“They are going to give [park-
ing] some serious thought
when they do, should the

application move forward, to
do their very best to make
adjustments and bring the
building close to John West
Way. 

“They do have some con-
straints with respect to the
size of  the parcel and the con-
figuration and the access
onto the site is fixed because
it is to line up with the exist-
ing driveway on the other
side of  John West Way, so
they are working around
that to fix the access point. I
made it clear to the applicant
that we are going to expect a
very high standard of  design
and going to try and make
accommodations to make
sure it can be brought closer
to John West Way or
Wellington Street.”

From page 12

Plans centered around Wellington and John West Way

Aurora’s Elisha MacMillan has brainstormed a new way to honour local heroes 55+
through her Joy of Life program. Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Awards put new spin on community recognition
By Brock Weir

Do you know someone
with a “Radiant Sunshine
Personality”? How about an
“Awesome Innovator”?

If  any of  your nearest
and dearest seniors fit the
bill, nominate them for Joy
for Life’s 2013 Community
Awards. 

The Community Awards
are an initiative of  Joy for
Life, a program founded by
Aurora sociologist and life
coach Elisha MacMillan. It
is dedicated to “provide edu-
cational and inspirational
programming for seniors”
and bridge the gap between
seniors and youth.

The awards will honour
citizens of  Aurora and
Newmarket ages 55 and
over who contribute to mak-
ing their respective commu-
nities a better place to live.
Nominations are now being
accepted and will culminate
in the awards presentation
Saturday, March 9 from 6 – 8
p.m. at the Aurora Seniors’
Centre, featuring perform-
ances by the Evergreen
Choir, and local youth poets. 

“I wanted these awards
to have a holistic range of
what people could be nomi-
nated, so it wasn’t just for
people who were volunteers,
but someone who is a ‘rock
star grandma’ in the com-
munity, or the ‘radiant sun-
shine personality’,” said
Ms. MacMillan. “I didn’t feel
that it needed to be so seri-
ous and formal and that is
why I created these names
for the awards. I wanted
them to be fun and light
hearted and have a sense of
joy, community and playful-
ness. 

“The people in our com-
munity who are just really
positive and have great
advice and wisdom to share
walk around all smiley and
just have amazing personal-
ities and outlooks on life. I
see that as being a very
important part of  the health
and vitality of  our commu-
nity. It is definitely conta-
gious.”

Ms. MacMillan is a
native of  Scarborough and
came to Aurora via
Montreal where she fol-
lowed her passion for danc-
ing. With a particular inter-
est in Congolese dance, her
regular trips to Africa have
afforded her a different per-
spective in contrast to
Canada on the relationship
between youth and seniors.

“I found things to be so
different living in West
Africa in the sense that the
elders of  the community
were really respected for
their life experience and the
wisdom they held,” she
explains. “They spent a lot
of  time with the youth and
the youth really looked up to
them. There was a beautiful
exchange of  knowledge and
information and advice and
and respect. 

“That grew the seed of
doing community program-
ming and, in particular, in
Aurora and Newmarket,
focusing on highlighting the
importance of  adults with
more life experiences and
wisdom, as well as getting
them back in touch with the
youth in our community. In
Canada we have a big coun-
try and people move away
and a lot of  kids don’t grow
up with their grandparents.
We thought it would be nice

to connect youth with elders
who might not be their
grandparents and foster a
connection.”

Ms. MacMillan was for-
tunate in this regard, grow-
ing up in a house not only
with her grandparents, but
a three generational house-
hold including an aunt and
cousins. She says being
raised in this type of  envi-
ronment was one of  the best
things that ever happened to
her. 

“I was extremely close to
my grandparents and I just
see the value in that and
working with youth,” she
says. “The inspiration
comes from the fact they are
the next generation that is
going to shape our commu-
nities and be making deci-
sions and I am inspired to
help youth to feel empow-
ered to create change, feel
comfortable to be them-
selves, whoever they are,
and to feel a sense of  con-
nection and community. 

“To give somebody the
opportunity to shine and be
recognized, and even just
being nominated is just so
empowering.  I think it
would bring a lot of  joy to
whoever is nominated. I
think it is better than any
kind of  Christmas or birth-
day gift to be nominated and
it would bring a huge sense
of  being recognized, feeling
your worth, and feeling
happy and joyful.”

Nominations for the
Awards will be received up
until February 28 and can be
submitted by email to
awardsnominations2013@g
mail.com or over the phone
at 416-888-0683. 
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All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
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Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
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Only good things can come from winning a million trading stamps in a contest, right? Maybe not, as is ably demonstrated in the large cast in “Les Belles Soeurs”, now
playing at Theatre Aurora.   Auroran photos by David Falconer

TA’s Les Belles Sœurs – A Review
By Scott Johnston

“Les Belles Soeurs”,
now playing at Theatre
Aurora, tells the story of  a
lucky woman who, through
a contest, has won a million
trading stamps.

As a number of  female
family and friends arrive at
her home to help paste the
stamps into booklets, it
soon becomes apparent

that for various reasons,
not everyone is as excited
as she about her good for-
tune.

Set in Montreal in the
1960s, Michel Tremblay’s
play covers a variety of
themes including changing
times, relationships, the
generation gap, and keep-
ing up with the Joneses.

We find out a lot about
each character as they

interact and gossip around
the central kitchen table.
Still more is revealed
through a series of  individ-
ual asides that each lady
directs to the audience.
Despite the large cast, we
find out that each of  them
is different, and we are able
to get a good feel for what
makes them tick.

While there are
entrances and exits, most of

the 15 women (there are no
men in this play) appear on
stage at the same time, so
there’s always something
going on.  Director Bruce
Williamson has done a good
job of  orchestrating such a
large ensemble in such a rel-
atively small set. 

As for the actresses,
many of  whom are Theatre
Aurora veterans, there are
no true standouts, as every-
one plays their parts well.

And in case you were
wondering, despite the
show’s French name, the
play is entirely in English.

Evening shows of  “Les

Belles Soeurs” continue at
Theatre Aurora, 150
Henderson Drive, February
14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22 and 23

with a matinee February
17.  Tickets are available
through the box office at
905-727-3669.

York Region talent bands together to stamp out bullying
By Brock Weir

After turning on the news
and hearing the story of  Port
Coquitlam’s Amanda Todd,
who took her own life after
extended bullying, a chord
was struck with local musi-
cian Dana Williams.

Not content with simply
sitting by and shaking his
head at the catastrophic con-
sequences bullying can have
on an individual, he decided
to do something about it. As
a musician, he had built up a
wide array of  contacts
through his years in the
industry and decided one
way to make a difference was
to pool local talent and hold a
benefit to support the Todd
family. One friend, however,
suggested a focus a little
wider yet closer to home.

“I felt I had to do some-
thing to help this family
through this troubling time,”
says Mr. Williams. “I threw it
out there to friends in the
music community that I
would like to do something to
help her family and as I was
talking about it, some of  the
people came back to me and
said this, of  course, wasn’t
just a British Columbia
issue, it was a local issue as
well.

“They cited recent exam-
ples in our community of
young people who had taken
their lives basically for the
same kind of  reasons – being
bullied and not feeling like
they had any places to turn.
At that point, it changed
focus to be a little bit more of
an awareness campaign to
create dialogue.”

The result is the “Take a
Stand Against Bullying”
benefit, which will take place
in Newmarket this Friday,
February 15, involving musi-
cians from Aurora, King,
Newmarket and beyond. Mr.
Williams co-founded the fin-
ished product with local con-
cert promoter Josh Gottlieb.
Musicians include David
Henman (April Wine), The
Elwins, Taylor Knox, and
The Socials, among others,
as well as anti-bullying guest
speakers Daniel Sebben and
Randy Ketterling. 

They hope the event
attracts local teens and par-
ents as well as anyone who
hopes to make a difference.
Tickets are $10 and all pro-
ceeds benefit the York
Region Anti-Bullying
Coalition, dedicated to creat-
ing awareness of  bullying
and helping those who have
been affected by it.

As the co-founder of  the
event, Mr. Williams comes
into it with what might be a
different perspective on the
issue at hand. One of  the rea-
sons he said he was particu-
larly moved by Amanda
Todd and her family was that
he has seen bullying from
“both sides of  the fence.”

“As a child, I moved
approximately 47 times in
the first 10 years of  my par-
ents’ marriage,” he said. “I
was always the new kid at
school and basically every
school I went to – up until
Grade Four, basically – I was
the subject of  bullying.

“At that point in time, I
started standing up for
myself  and it was the exact
opposite. It was almost as if  I
had become the bully, but in
the simplest terms not know-
ing any different back then,
it was almost like stick up for
myself  or be bullied, so I
became the aggressor. I have
been on both sides of  the
fence.”

For more information on
the event, contact Dana
Williams at 905-251-3029 or
Josh Gottleib at 905-392-1534,
or visit their Facebook page at
tinyurl.com/take-a-stand-
benefit.

Lucid plans ahead for festival
By Brock Weir

So, what does Lucid
Productions have in
store for Aurora in the
months ahead?

Well, the group hasn’t
exactly been biding
their time waiting to
hear whether they will
get final approval this
week for their Aurora
Live Festival. They have
been looking ahead to

what they could bring to
their stages in Machell
Park. While it was a
given that the Canadian
Idols involved in the
company would be tak-
ing to the stage, organiz-
ers are working on a few
surprises in addition to
the local talent they
hope to attract.

“We have a presenta-
tion we’re looking at
doing that involves a

very historic moment
involving the band
Rush,” said Lucid’s
George Roche. “We’re
considering doing that
presentation, which has
never been done since
1974, in Aurora. Aurora
will be the only commu-
nity in Canada that will
be able to see this kind
of  presentation.

“I can’t say anything
Continued on page 24
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CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Saturday at 1 p.m., week of  publication 905-727-3300  Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

FOR SALE CAREER OPPORTUNITY

SERVICES

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest 
financial services companies
is rapidly expanding in this
area. If  you desire a 
dynamic career with 
excellent income potential,
call Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

50S, 60S, 70S FURNITURE
FOR SALE – matched French
provincial love seats, chair,
Queen Anne-style sofa, chairs,
carved mirror with matching
sconces, pine open dough box,
Beattie wash stand, floral
chaise lounge, matching end
tables and vanity with marble
tops, woven kitchen chairs
with matching glass/teak table,
maple Queen Anne-style side-
board in great condition with
mahogany inlay, and pair of
golden woven tweed bucket
chairs. Call 905-727-6497.

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket since 1996

INSURED/BONDED • Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

Takes prideTakes pride

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Residential • Commercial

Book now for that special someone. You deserve a break!
SAVE 30% with this coupon

OFF
For your resolution let SPAR-CLEAN be your solution

TA FEB/13

ed INS

Book
nnn

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

WE HONOUR ALL LOCAL 
COMPETITORS COUPONS 

crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Giving back is not even a question for Spitzer
By Brock Weir

All the world is a stage for
Aurora’s Jo-anne Spitzer,
volunteer extraordinaire,
who has dedicated her life to
community theatre, the
local arts scene, and worthy
causes for decades.

But as time goes on, and
awards keep piling up, it is
becoming clearer and clear-
er that the world is also her
oyster. 

Ms. Spitzer was recently
honoured with the Queen
Elizabeth II Diamond
Jubilee Medal by MP Lois
Brown for outstanding con-
tributions to the community.
Over the past two years, she
has been honoured by the
Town of  Aurora as Citizen of
the Year (2011) and received
numerous awards and acco-
lades including the Michael
Spence Award for
Contributions to
Community Theatre by
Theatre Ontario.

Last fall’s medal investi-
ture at the York Regional
offices, however, had a little
bit of  extra oomph. 

“It’s such a special hon-
our,” Ms. Spitzer told The
Auroran. “I just think in
itself  for the Queen to give
out these medals across
Canada to these people to
mark her jubilee is just a
wonderful, wonderful hon-
our.” 

In addition to her work
with local theatre compa-
nies, Ms. Spitzer is a dedicat-
ed volunteer to the Voices of
Joy Choir, which lends a
musical note to the voices of
the many clients from
Community Living Aurora-
Newmarket, and the York

Regional Arts Council. 
“She is recognized as a

go-to volunteer within the
Aurora community,” read
the citation has she was
called up to receive her
medal. ‘Her volunteer career
started when she was 13 pro-
moting water safety with the
Red Cross. Since then, she
has exemplified community
volunteerism. She is a 40-
year volunteer with Theatre
Aurora and has provided
her theatrical expertise at
the provincial level for
almost a decade with the
Association of  Community
Theatres of  Ontario.”

Recognition was also
given to her for her volun-
teerism with local seniors
and nursing homes, as well
as initiatives for people with
particular challenges,
including Community
Living, the Special Olympics
and, in particular,
Community Living’s Voices
of  Joy Choir which helps
their clients strike the right
note in the local music
scene, becoming popular
mainstays at many commu-
nity galas and organiza-
tions.

She first started in musi-
cal theatre in high school
and auditioned for Theatre
Aurora in 1971. From there,
her involvement continued
both on the stage and behind
the scenes as producer.

“I have never been inter-
ested in running lights or
doing any of  those other
things, but [believed] as a
producer I should know
about the people I am work-
ing with and what they are
doing,” she says. “That’s the
type of  thing that keeps me

interested. The youth in par-
ticular interest me and it is
wonderful to see them 
develop.”

Surveying the room of
her fellow winners just
before the reception, there
might have been some level
of  comfort knowing that she
actually knew most of  the
people in the room through
her volunteer work, particu-
larly through the Voices of
Joy Choir, but there was also
a touch of  melancholy as
well because the one person
in the room that would not
be there was her late hus-
band, George.

“It’s wonderful my
daughter and my best friend
can be here to share this
moment with me, especially
because my husband isn’t
here,” she said. “It just
became very emotional for
me the other night because I
have gone through so many
things with the Citizen of
the Year award and the the-
atre award, and now this. It
has all happened since he
passed away.”

When asked, however,
where she finds the time to
do what she does, she jokes
her housework often takes a
hit while she dives into her
passions – and a lack of
email might help too, she
said. For her, though, it is not
even a question of  giving
back to the community. It is
something that is in her
nature and something she
has tried to pass onto future
generations as well.

“I think out of  three chil-
dren, at least two of  them do
volunteer work!” she said.
“They were thrilled to know
I received this award.”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free
“Our Business Is People”

NEW FULL TIME POSITIONS
CALEDON, WOODBRIDGE AREA

1. Bilingual (French) CSR / Order Desk - 
15 month Mat Leave

2. Fabrication Lead Hands
3. Industrial Machine Operators
4. Certified Forklift Operators
5. Customer Service Positions
6. CNC / Water Jet Operators 
7. Pick & Pack, D & A shifts - long term
8. Purchasing...Europe & Asia exp.
9. Junior Screen Printer

Note
• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

Jo-anne Spitzer, right, was one of 12 Aurora residents presented the Queen
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal by Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown in a cer-
emony in Newmarket in late November. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Advertise in 
The Auroran

Classifieds 
Call 905-727-3300

ext. 102

Response from dance clubs was swift
more than that, but it is
historic. I’m proud to
say we’re the only group
allowed to air that pres-
entation with the play-
ers who assisted in
launching the careers of
an incredible band that
just got inducted into
the Rock and Roll Hall
of  Fame.”

Mr. Roche said the
company has also
secured significant
grants in the form of
$9,000 scholarships

courtesy of  Toronto’s
Armstrong Acting
Studios. When “So You
Think You Can Dance
Canada” finalist Miles
Faber last appeared
before Council he
explained his hope to
engage local dance stu-
dios in the festival pro-
gram and by week’s
end, interest was bub-
bling to the surface.

“Per our proposal, I
have engaged the dance
community starting
with 38 dance schools of

which 20 have respond-
ed within 48 hours,”
said Mr. Faber in an
email. “I expect to hear
from more given the
enthusiasm already
expressed in Aurora
Live. All schools seem
very interested in our
approach to building
the event. 

“I was amazed at how
many were happy to
hear that Lucid is
reaching out to the
dance community of
Aurora.”

From page 23
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HOME RENO HOME RENO

DENTAL

OVERHEAD DOORS

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid  for your next airport or 
downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00. 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com    Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

STONE MASONRY

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil Enhanceme  Iest & Disease Control P

StructIee Pruning r T TrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTI ent 

orcemental Reinf fotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AUTO

ART GALLERY

PHARMACY/MEDICAL TRAVEL

CLEANERS TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

WOODWORKING

WATER

MOVING & STORAGE

FUNERAL SERVICES

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 
Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insuredÊ/ est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work

Mike
THE WOODWORKER

* Kitchens
* Libraries

* Doors

705-305-7572
woodwork.magic@gmail.com

130 Hollidge Blvd., Suite B4, 
Aurora, Ontario

Hollidge Medical Centre 
Next door in Unit B6

905-841-5554
Compounding of 
Bio-Identical Hormone

IDA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

905-750-0008 Under New Management

Lowest Dispensing Fee In Town

Not everyone needs 
your services all the time, 

but... 
if you want to be there 

when they do, 
advertise your business

in the “At Your Service” Directory 
Call:  905-727-3300 

1-877-STONE-13

  
   

   
  RECEIPT,

T  

 

   
    
  
    
     
    

         KTS     IS  
                         

 
  

    

 

* SNOW REMOVAL * * SNOW REMOVAL *HOME RENOVATIONS

*fully insured*

 416-576-0177
Alan Jacobs Home Renovations Inc. 

HANDYMAN

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

 Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
 Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
 Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

We Buy or
Trade | Repair | Restore | Clean
Your Antique Furniture & Rugs

Elle's Art Gallery

15233 Yonge St., South of Wellington

905-503-6000

POWER WASH PAINTER

 
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

49$From *
NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK
INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

905-713-6420 • 15296 Yonge St. 
(NW side of Wellington)

RUST PROTECTION
79$ *99

www.transitauto.ca

• Call for details

• Call for details• Call for details

 
     

HALLS OVERHEAD DOORS
• Sales • Service • Installation • Openers

• Free Quotes • Fully Insured
• Broken Spring Specialists

905-951-1462  416-573-1424
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED  

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE

What a way to come
back to Toronto! Nice
warm weather in Vegas
for a week, then back to
10 feet of  snow! 

Even though I
returned to the cold
weather and the snow I
am still glad to be back
home.  The good thing
about being away is that
you get more time to
receive questions from
all you fine readers of
The Auroran. So let’s get
to the reason we are
here.

Today I’d like to dis-
cuss one recent question
I received: How can I
remodel my kitchen
without blowing my

budget?
This is actually quite

easy to do! You can
remodel your kitchen
while keeping to a strict
budget, provided you
consider a few things. 

First – If  your cabi-
nets are in good condi-
tion and you are not
looking to re-arrange the
position of  them, you
can save costs by redoing
the cabinets rather than
replacing them.  For
example, you can either
paint the cabinets to give
them a new look (this is
the cheapest way) or you
can splurge slightly and
change the doors. Both
will give your kitchen a

whole new look and is
something that a DIY’r
can do and for a fraction
of  the cost of  replacing
the cabinets entirely.

Second - Add a back-
splash. A backsplash is
quite easy to install for a
DIY’r and, best of  all, the
cost is minimal.  Why?
The square footage of
tile needed is generally
quite small. You get a lot
of  impact for little cost.
(Of  course, if  you get
really expensive tile, the
cost can add up quickly
so keep that in mind!).

Third - Paint the
walls. The most inexpen-
sive way to change the
look of, and update, your

kitchen is to paint your
walls. Painting a room
can be done quickly and
rather cheaply and has
maximum impact for
minimal price. And best
of  all? It’s easy to change
if  you don’t like how it
looks!

Provided your floors
are in good shape, the
three quick tips I’ve just
shared with you are a
few things that the DIY’r
can do to update a
kitchen without break-
ing the bank doing it.
Yes, it’s all cosmetics,
but it will give the feel of
a whole new kitchen!  

If  you are looking to
gut the kitchen and start

from scratch, then you
can just forget about not
breaking the bank. 

A word to the wise: a
kitchen renovation is
one of  the most expen-
sive renovations you
could do in your home -
aside from adding an
addition.

Until next week,
remember a good job, is a
job well done!  

If  you have any ques-
tions, you can reach me at
w w w . f a c e b o o k .
com/anastasisdesign or
on Twitter, @ADesign
_build and email, of
course, Anastasis@anas-
tasisdesign.ca.

ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

Renovate
Your Kitchen
on a Budget

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h
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MARDI GRAS for Southlake

Mardi Gras week culminates in Bourbon Street Ball
By Brock Weir

Each year, Mardi Gras for Southlake is one of  the
hottest tickets in Town, and this year was no excep-
tion, raising an estimated $50,000 for the local hospital. 

Revellers filled The Mansion on Industrial Parkway
looking to take a bite out of  the Big Easy while getting
their groove on the Bourbon Street Dance Floor wear-
ing their masks, traditional Mardi Gras beads, and
pockets full of  doubloons on Saturday evening for the
Bourbon Street Ball. It was the culmination of  a week-
long celebration of  all things Mardi Gras all to benefit
Southlake Regional Health Centre.

And, as is the Mardi Gras tradition, the Kings and
Queens of  Mardi Gras were also in attendance.
Although Mayor Geoffrey Dawe was unable to attend,
York Region’s Royal Court were ably represented by
MP Lois Brown, Mayors Tony van Bynen (Newmarket)
and Virginia Hackson (East Gwillimbury), Southlake
CEO Dave Williams, and young Mardi Gras King
Jakob Gatt, a patient at Southlake’s Pediatric
Oncology Centre, who attended the party with his fam-
ily. 

Events kicked off  on February 2 with the Creole
Casino and Poker Tournament, also held at The
Mansion, and branched out throughout the Aurora
and Newmarket communities to local restaurants put-
ting their culinary prowess on display for the Bite of
the Big Easy fest, also benefiting the Centre.

With its long history in Aurora, there was a slight
shift of  focus for this year’s Mardi Gras festivities.
Rather than supporting Southlake’s cancer centre as a
whole, the hundreds of  thousands of  dollars raised in
this event are going directly to the kids’ oncology pro-
gram.

“I can still vividly remember when the doctor
mouthed the word ‘cancer’ to me,” recalled the
evening’s emcee, broadcaster Anwar Knight. “This is
not something we have to be afraid of. I launched the
support group called Hope Happens and the whole idea
behind it is we have to start celebrating the success 
stories, and right now there are more success stories
than not. 

“It is not perfect. 62 per cent of  those who are diag-
nosed with cancer will go on with their lives, but there
is still a lot of  work to do. I cannot imagine the agony

a parent goes through when their child is being treat-
ed for cancer. Added to that, the logistical nightmare of
trying to get their children to and from treatment cen-
tres will still earning a living and caring for a house-
hold. The good news here is Southlake’s Pediatric
Oncology Clinic has worked so hard to try and take
away a lot of  the stress for those families.

“Tonight is the night that we all say here together
that we are eager to help and it is a night to celebrate
we have such a great facility in our own 
neighbourhood.”

The efforts could not be possible without the help of
the community, added Mr. Williams, noting everyone
in attendance on Saturday continues to provide the
hospital with much needed help throughout the year.

“I think events like this are truly remarkable,” he
said. “We’re going to do great things in the future to
make sure we’re able to provide the care that Jakob
and others need and be able to transform lives.”

Organizers estimate the festivities raised $50,000,
putting them well on their way to their new pledge of
$100,000 for the cause, in addition to their previous
pledge of  $250,000. 

(Clockwise from left) Annie and
Karen offered up special
“Hurricane” drinks throughout
the evening. Emcee broadcaster
Anwar Knight was greeted by
showgirl Sonny. Jessy and
Michele made a colourful couple
in their festive Mardi Gras masks.
Jakob, a patient at Southlake’s
Pediatric Oncology Centre, was
winner of Jakob’s Bead Contest –
collecting the most number of
beads by 10.30 pm., winning a
$100 gift certificate from Sarpa
restaurant. Beverly, pictured
with artist Dave Smith, won his
painting in the silent auction.
Entertainment was provided by
The Thursday Night Jam Band.

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer
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The Wells Street School
Originally built as the Aurora High School in 1892, the Wells 
Street School was rebuilt in 1923, renovated in 1952, and retired 
in 2009. Today, however, there’s anticipation in the air as the 
building begins a new life as the Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts.

By

Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. © 2012 Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts. All rights reserved. 

w w w . w e l l s t l o f t s . c o m

$300'slofts from the low 

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK.COM/WELLSTLOFTS

· Heritage district. It’s never too late to go back  
 to school, especially when it’s The Wells Street  
 Schoolhouse Lofts – your new home in the safe  
 and friendly Heritage District of Aurora, right  
 across from the beautiful Town Park.

· Walking distance. Just a short walk to downtown  
 Aurora where you can experience great   
 shopping, dining, and loads of entertainment.  
 Or, if you prefer some big city excitement, 
 you’re just minutes from the GO Station and  
 easy access to Toronto.

· Rejuvenated building. After educating   
 generations of kids, the Wells Street School  
 doors are finally opening again. We invite  
 you to select from one and two-bedroom lofts,  
 some with dens, or spacious two-level   
 penthouses, all featuring your choice of   
 traditional or contemporary finishes.
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Marc Garneau, Canada’s first astronaut and federal
Liberal Party leadership hopeful, paused to take
another look at his mural portrait at Yonge and
Wellington while campaigning in Aurora on Sunday
morning.                                 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Garneau promises more independence for local ridings
By Brock Weir

Local ridings should have
more independence in charting
the way forward with their local
representatives, according to
Marc Garneau.

Mr. Garneau, Canada’s first
astronaut and Federal Liberal
leadership hopeful, brought his
vision of  a very different style of
governing within the party dur-
ing a quick campaign stop in
Aurora on Sunday morning.
After stopping to once again take
in his likeness on the southeast
corner of  Yonge and Wellington,
he spoke to The Auroran about
his vision for the future and what
a Liberal Party – and potentially
a future government – under his
leadership would look like.

“I have been very clear I will
empower the ridings to control
the nomination process for the
candidates that will run,” he
says. “I will encourage all of  the
ridings to choose their candidate
at least a year before the next
election. We know when the next
election is going to be, so it is a
predictable time scale. Those
candidates can be visible, out
there campaigning well before
the election is launched.”

For Mr. Garneau, the reasons
why he is the man for the job are
simple. He comes into the game
bearing a “track record of  lead-
ership” demonstrated through
his work in the Canadian Navy,
rising through the ranks of
Captain before becoming
Canada’s first astronaut and,
later, president of  the Canadian
Space Agency. After moving out
of  the public sector, he says he
has continued to demonstrate his
leadership within the House of
Commons.

“It’s the ideas I am bringing

forward and where I stand,” he
said. “My focus is on the economy.
That is what people care most
about. I am the best person to lead
the party as we renew ourselves
and go into the next election.”

With the election likely sched-
uled for the spring of  2015, he
will have about two years to
build his party back up from the
depths following the last federal
election. If  chosen to lead the
party, gearing up with an eye
towards 2015 will be his primary
mandate, he says.

“I have heard from a lot of
Canadians who say that this gov-
ernment [in 2006] rode in on the
horse of  accountability, trans-
parency and openness,” says Mr.
Garneau. “They have not been
open, transparent and account-
able since they came into power.
They have not kept up their
promise to Canadians and I can
cite you a million examples to
prove it. That is something that
has made Canadians turn away
from the political process.”

Not all the actions of  the
Conservative Government, how-
ever, are reasons to tell them to
go back out on the horse they
rode in on, he says. Such posi-
tives include an increased focus,
re-building and support of
Canada’s Armed Forces.
Whether or not a Liberal Party
under Mr. Garneau will be
enough to re-engage their base
and voters who have looked else-
where, as much as they can
demonstrate to Canadians they
are back on track, it has to be
built up by performance and
actions, he said.

They have to show they’re dis-
ciplined, united, and “in touch”
with the concerns of  Canadians,
he said.

Mr. Garneau’s visit to Aurora

came near the end of  a very busy
weekend for his team. Over the
previous few days, they visited
Alliston, Barrie, Bolton, Orillia,
and Vaughan – a wide array of
communities, both urban, rural,
and something in between. From
his perspective, Aurora, a com-
munity which maintains an
urban corridor with Newmarket
in the north and Richmond Hill
in the south, but bounded to
rural communities on the east
and west, is a perfect place to
talk about “the innovation econo-
my.”

“We’re too based on just natu-
ral resources in this country,” he
says. “We need to focus on the
manufacturing sector and we
need to focus on the knowledge-
based economy. We need to be
more competitive in terms of
innovation. Driving capital into
young start-ups is part of  it. [We
need] very focused measures that
will help us be more innovative
in this country because we are
losing ground and diversify our
economy so we’re not just
focused and dependent on natu-
ral resources.”

Following our interview, Mr.
Garneau joined local Liberals in
an intimate reception at
Maunder’s. There, he faced ques-
tions from potential voters on
this very subject, particularly in
relation to the environment. A
price needs to be placed on car-
bon, he said, in response to one
question. Canadians talk the
talk, but often aren’t prepared to
walk the walk, but now is the
time to make a change in our
lifestyle. 

“Everything ultimately costs
the consumer and we pay a price
for it one way or another,” he
said.

He bristled, however, when

one resident questioned how he would face up to a
barrage of  criticism over another “carbon tax”,
which was manna from heaven from the
Conservatives’ perspective two elections ago.

“I didn’t say carbon tax, I said a price on car-
bon,” said Mr. Garneau. “It’s very, very different. I
have not said how I will do it, but I say I will put a
price on carbon and there are very different ways of
doing it. I want to do it in the most intelligent way,
knowing that Canadians are ready to sign up for it.
I will tell you what it is before this campaign is
over, but at this point I am looking at all the differ-
ent options that exist.”
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