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Councillors came to your schools, heard your thoughts and
weighed them in making their final decision on a new project
which could impact your life. Voting 5 – 4, they approved an
expansion of  the Aurora Family Leisure Complex to be a “com-
munity space for youth” which will include a full-size gym, a
skateboard park, a teaching kitchen, and lounge areas. So, did
they hear what you had to say? See pages 12 and 13 for a 
rundown of  who voted for what and why. 

Take a look. Did Council make the right decision? Let us know
at letters@auroran.com or vote at www.theauroran.com!

A Student’s Guide to the “Youth Centre”Stronach plans 85 acre Eco Park as “legacy” project
By Brock Weir

They say the other man’s grass is always
greener, but Aurorans could soon be able to put
that to the test in a new ecological park planned
by Frank Stronach.

The idea formally came forward at a public
planning meeting Wednesday in a presentation
by the Stronach Group, with plans for an ecologi-
cal park, interpretive centre, trails, and three illu-
minated soccer fields on an 85 acre+ chunk of
land on Bayview Avenue near Stone Road. 

Their vision is to “create a unique community
place where generations can come and learn
about their natural environment,” they said.

The acreage has been owned by Mr. Stronach
for over 25 years and was presented last week to
get the ball rolling on rezoning.  It all stems from
his desire to give back to the community, accord-
ing to The Stronach Group’s Steve Hinder. 

“[Mr. Stronach] simply says, ‘this community
has been great to me and my family, my children
were born here, my grandchildren were born

here, and I want to give something back to the
community. I want to leave a legacy.’”

The purpose of  the Stronach Eco Park will be
threefold – to encourage healthy living, promote
the environment and education and for the for-
mation of  community partnerships. With the
preservation of  habitat on the site, they plan new
sustainable ways to help the community connect
and learn about nature with classrooms, interac-
tive exhibits, art space, and possibly community
spaces and small scale retail, well away from the
low-lying ecological areas on the property.

Down below, they plan on fostering a habitat
pond, maintaining existing woodland and wet-
land, installing observation platforms and nest-
ing totems for birds, and a community amphithe-
atre. 

Although Mr. Hinder admits the plan is still in
its early stages, the possibilities are “immense.” 

“Over time we will be meeting with the com-
munity, meeting with our partners to determine
what some of  these options could conceivably

Honouring the “Ordinary, Yet Extraordinary”
This is how Aurora and Newmarket recipients of the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee medals were described as they were invested with the honour by Newmarket-
Aurora MP Lois Brown at a colourful ceremony Friday night. The 12 Aurora recipients, pictured above, with Ms. Brown and guests, were awarded for their contributions
to the arts, philanthropy, multiculturalism, business, and services to youth, seniors, and veterans. (From Left: Medallists Captain Ken White and Beverley Wood, guests
Geoff and Nancy Andrew, medalists Captain David Burnett, Charles Sequeira, and Bonnie Silver Kraft, Ms. Brown, medallist Jo-anne Spitzer, guest Ken Wakeman, and
medallists Alex Ansell, Jennifer Day, and Brooke Harrison.) Please see pages 26 and 27.     Auroran photo by David Falconer

Continued on page 8



THANK YOU
Santa Claus Parade “Thank You”
On Saturday, November 24 The Town of Aurora held its annual Santa Claus Parade. 

The parade was a tremendous success with approximately 60,000 residents and 
visitors attending.

The Town of Aurora would like to give thanks to the following people and 
organizations that made this event possible:

2012 Santa Claus Parade Float Winners

Also, thanks to Santa Claus for making a special trip to The Town of Aurora!

Friday, December 7 at 8 p.m.
Saturday, December 8 at 2 p.m.
Saturday, December 15 at 3 p.m.

 

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 
www.aurora.ca/calendar 

www.aurora.ca/gcstream

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Dinner and a Movie
The Amazing Spider-man

When:  Saturday, December 8

Design A Flag For 
Aurora’s 150th Anniversary

of The Town of Aurora. As part of 

the Town is holding a flag contest for students in Aurora. 
The contest will run until Friday, December 14 and is open 
to students of all ages who are Aurora residents or who 
attend school in Town.

next year.

Please visit www.aurora.ca to download the template and 

Aurora Hydro Reserve Fund Bylaws
Tuesday, December 18, 

Aurora Town Council will be presented with two bylaws 

delliott@aurora.ca

Aurora kicks off Salvation Army Kettle Drive
The Town of Aurora and the Salvation Army are kicking off 

November 24 to December 24.

Contributions to this campaign will provide practical 
assistance to vulnerable people in Aurora at Christmas and 
throughout the year.

Kettles will be at the following locations in Aurora:

 

Skylight Gallery Artist for December

lakes of the rugged Ontario landscape.  She paints in both 
oil and watercolour.

Become an organ and tissue donor 

men, women and children by maximizing organ and tissue 
donations for transplantation in Ontario. 

organ transplant but sadly, every three days one of them 
passes away. 

https://beadonor.ca/townofaurora 

friends and members of our community!

The Evergreen Choir presents their holiday 
concert on December 15

Saturday, December 15 with musical conductor  

Operation Red Nose operates in Newmarket/
Aurora for the holiday season

who have been drinking or who do not feel fit to drive their 
vehicle back home. 

without having to drive it! 

Aurora please visit: www.operationnezrouge.com/en/
region/newmarket-aurora1 

Get involved in the 2013 Budget process!

the upcoming session:

Tuesday, December 18 

January and February 2013.

All meetings will be held in the Council Chambers, located 

Public input will be received at the beginning of each 
meeting. Those who wish to speak are encouraged to 

CSecretariat@aurora.ca. Those who do not register will be 
allowed to make a presentation if time permits.

at www.aurora.ca/2013budget and updated throughout 
the process.

Services/Treasurer at ourtownbudget@aurora.ca

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www. aurora.ca for more information!

*We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Aurora Home Hardware Centre

Wednesday, December 5, 2012
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Aurora Town Hall Courtyard
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NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, December 19, 2012 at  
7 p.m. in Council Chambers at Aurora Town Hall to receive input on the following complete 
application.

APPLICATION:  A Complete Application has been submitted to amend the Zoning By-law on the  
  property municipally known as 15441 Yonge Street and located on the east side of  
  Yonge Street, between Mark Street and Valhalla Court. The owner has submitted  
  applications to rezone the property from “Special Mixed Density Residential (R5)  
  zone” to a site-specific “Special Mixed Density Residential (R5-X) Exception Zone”  
  to allow business and professional offices and exceptions to the development  
  standards applying to these lands.

PROPERTY:  15441 Yonge Street, Lot 4, Registered Plan 215 

APPLICANT: Bear Securities Inc.  

FILE NUMBER: D14-13-12

CONTACT:  Additional information may be obtained from Lawrence Kuk, Planning &   
  Development Services department at 905-727-3123 ext. 4343. Comments   
  may also be mailed to the Planning & Development Services department, faxed to  
  905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting.  
  Please quote file number D14-13-12.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, December 19, 2012 at  
7 p.m. in Council Chambers at Aurora Town Hall to receive input on the following planning 
application.

APPLICATION:  The owner has submitted applications to amend the zoning classification  
  from “Central Commercial (C2-17) Residential Exception Zone” to a site-specific  
  “Central Commercial (C2-X) Residential Exception Zone” to allow dwelling units on 
  the first storey and exceptions to the development standards applying to these  
  lands. The purpose of the application is to construct a three-storey building with  
  22 apartment units and 85m2 of commercial office on the ground floor fronting  
  Wellington Street East.

PROPERTY:  32 Wellington Street East

APPLICANT: 2101154 Ontario Inc.

FILE NUMBER: D14-11-12

CONTACT:  Additional information may be obtained from Glen Letman, Planning &   
  Development Services department at 905-727-3123 ext. 4346. Comments   
  may also be mailed to the Planning & Development Services department, faxed to  
  905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting.  
  Please quote file number D14-11-12.

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND MATERIAL RELATED TO THESE APPLICATIONS 
IS AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION BETWEEN 8:30 A.M. AND 4:30 P.M. DURING 
REGULAR BUSINESS DAYS AT THE TOWN’S PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT, LOCATED AT 100 JOHN WEST WAY, 3RD FLOOR.
Please note, The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made 
to Town Council and/or its Committees. The Town collects this information to make informed decisions 
on relevant issue(s). If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to 
the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will 
become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your 
communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code or email address, 
available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. By submitting a fax, email, 
presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect and use the above-noted 
information for this purpose. 

The Town audio records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council and/or its 
Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff and may make these audio recordings 
available to the public. Please direct any questions about this collection to the Town Clerk at  
905-727-3123, ext. 4771.

Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06)

If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to 
appeal the decision of the Council of The Town of Aurora to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body may not be 
added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless there are 
reasonable grounds to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect of the Zoning By-law 
Amendment, you must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of 
Planning & Development Services.

November 27, 2012

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-1375

Nancy Black (R), founder of the Aurora Special Ducks Swim Team, received the
Outstanding Volunteer Achievement Award from the Town of Aurora at a ceremo-
ny at Town Hall Thursday. Ducks member Mary Haberer (L) was recognized for her
15 years service to the local Girl Guides.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Special Olympics leaders honoured
with Community Recognition Awards

By Brock Weir

Nancy Black and Mary
Haberer often cross paths in
the work they do to give back
to Aurora. 
While they have separate

interests, they have seen
each other grow and 
develop in their shared 
passion for the Special
Olympics. But when both
women found themselves in
Council Chambers last
Thursday during the
Community Recognition
Awards, they were surprised
to see each other there.
“I thought Mary might be

here in some way for [the
Special Olympics],” said Ms.
Black. “She might have
come for us because she
loves the program and the
coaches, but then I looked at
the program – 15 years? This
is an entire side of  Mary’s
life I didn’t even know!”
Ms. Haberer has been an

integral part of  Special
Olympics Ontario – Aurora,
since its inception over five
years ago, something which
Nancy helped found and
guide over that time. A mem-
ber of  the Special Ducks
Swim Team, one of  four
Special Olympics sports Ms.
Haberer is involved in, she
has grown to become 
an ambassador for the 
athletics  program. But
that’s not why she was there
that night. She was recog-
nized for her own 15 years’
work volunteering for the
Girl Guides of  Canada. 
“I am in wonder about

her,” marvelled Ms. Black,
who received the
Outstanding Individual
Achievement Award for her
work in multiple areas of  the
community.
“Nancy has been volun-

teering for several years and
has provided adults the

opportunity to professional-
ly train for swimming in
Aurora,” said event emcee
Brian North in her citation.
“Nancy started a small, local
swimming program for ath-
letes with developmental
disabilities and today the
Special Ducks swim club is
now a member of  Special
Olympics Ontario.”
She was also cited for her

work as a volunteer driver
for CHATS (Community
Home Assistance to
Seniors) as well as within

the Our Lady of  Grace
parish. 
Although Ms. Black 

didn’t start her volunteer
work until zeroing in on her
20s, she said she was put on
track to give back to the
community from the very
start.
“Children who have 

parents who are volunteers
have an 80 per cent  chance
of  being volunteers them-
selves,” said Ms. Black on
her mother, who served on

Continued on page 31

Briefly

TEACHER WALKOUTS COULD COME 
AS EARLY AS MONDAY

York Region parents will receive up to 72 hours notice if  their
children’s teachers plan on walking off  the job. This notice might
this week as walkouts throughout the York Region District School
Board could come as early as Monday, December 10, after stalled
labour negotiations between the Elementary Teachers’ Federation
of  Ontario (ETFO) and the Ministry of  Education. The ETFO said in
a statement that although teachers in four school boards are already
in the midst of  work-to-rule action, all boards will be in a strike 
position this month. “The strikes by ETFO locals will affect 
operations in each public elementary school throughout the
province.”

The problem stems from Bill 115, which the ETFO argues “strips
teachers of  their fundamental right to negotiate and gives the
[Minister of  Education] unprecedented power to impose an 
agreement if  locals and their boards don’t reach a collective 
agreement by December 31. The bill puts the government beyond the
reach of  the Ontario Human Rights Code, the Ontario Labour
Relations Act, and the courts.”

TRIM THE TREE WITH SANTA THIS WEEK!
It’s that time of  year again and as per tradition, Aurora residents

are invited to Town Hall this Wednesday evening, December 5, for
the eighth annual Tree Lighting Ceremony. Here, you can decorate
the tree alongside Santa with ornaments you have brought yourself
or made right there in a special craft area. Across the parking lot at
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, Mrs. Claus will be sharing some holiday
stories over a nice cup of  hot chocolate and other treats. Events get
underway at 6.30. At 7.30, guests are invited into the Council
Chamber to watch the Grinch steal Christmas in a production by the
Canadian Children’s Theatre Company.



It has been fascinating to watch
since the summer the turmoil certain
sectors of  the Town seem to go
through over a certain subject with
more regularity than a hospital
patient on a strict Milk of  Magnesia
regimen. 

I am, of  course, referring to the
Aurora Jazz Festival.

Never has such an event as theo-
retically cheery as a music festival
been so controversial and the subject
of  so much bile coming from every
direction, from Council to festival
organizers, from certain groups of
taxpayers to performing acts, and
from festival goers to residents
annoyed – whether actually annoyed
or egged on – at not being able to
access Town Park during the Civic
Holiday weekend.

Over the last few weeks since
Councillor Evelyn Buck introduced
her controversial motion calling for
the Park to be opened up for bids for
the Civic Holiday weekend, people
from all sides of  the argument have
essentially run amuck through our
letters section making their case –
most have been deriding the motion,
which was eventually passed by
Council – with a small smattering of
letters in support of  it.

This was largely reflected in our
poll at theauroran.com and the
results say Council went in the wrong
direction on this.

In any case, since everyone else
has had their say I think it is high
time I threw in my own two cents. I do
this with some reluctance, since the
last time I wrote about the Jazz
Festival – in that case with respect to
organizers refusing to invite the
Mayor and/or Deputy Mayor to greet
an official delegation, including an
Ontario Cabinet Minister to the Fest
lest either one of  them were “rude” to
the official – one of  our more loyal
readers suggested I change the name
of  this column from “Brock’s Banter”
to “Brock’s Childish Petty Wine.” [sic]

Constructive suggestion, or plug
for Concord grapes? You decide. 

Whether it was right or wrong, a
motion similar to Councillor Buck’s

motion seemed inevitable for this one
individual who watches this re-run of
emotion, debate, and evaluation over
the weekend festival unspool year
after year. 

There are the annual debates over
whether Town Park should be fenced.
It’s a public park and should be open
to anyone, argues one side, while the
other contends it is the only way to
control crowds and ensure admission
charges are met. 

Then there is the old chestnut of
just how long the festival will take up
space in Town Park, with one side
arguing the shorter the better, while
the others look to grow and expand
their operations to bring in more
days, more artists, and more local
businesses. 

Aside from these two most con-
tentious issues – as well as the peren-
nial debate on who makes what and
how from the proceeds – it essentially
boils down to a clash of  personalities
with two groups of  people never des-
tined to get along. 

Debate takes place at the Council
table over the motives of  organizers.
Organizers counter the arguments on
blogs, Twitter, and any other social
media outlets or avenues to vent their
frustrations and make their own
accusations. 

It seemed to be a never-ending
cycle with absolutely no solution any-
where on the horizon. Something
eventually had to give – whether it
was the Aurora Festival of  the Arts
caving to Council’s demands, or
Council taking matters into their own
hands. 

Council moved first and now we’re
in this mess today. 

With both sides unmoved, and
rhetoric heating up with each passing
year from both sides, it was inevitable
– but whether Councillor Buck’s
motion was right or wrong, it was the
pre-emptive strike.

It is just a shame that it wasn’t
introduced earlier. That is not an
endorsement of  the AFA’s position,
but had this been introduced, for
instance, at the August 2012 meeting
of  Council, gone would be the argu-
ments that the organizers had already
booked/guaranteed/been promised
the space, gone ahead and started to
book talent, or proceeded on the
understanding, misunderstanding, or
misdirection that they would actually
have that space for the weekend. 

A next step is to see if  the Rotary
Club actually follows through with
the expression of  interest they have
given to put a bid in on the music
festival. Will they, or has the AFA
spectacularly called both their and
Council’s bluff ? If  the AFA has
decided to play in another munici-
pality, will the two parties experi-
ence the same kinds of  clashes that
took place in Aurora? That will be
the litmus test.

MEDAL RECEPTION
MP Lois Brown is to be commend-

ed for the dignified way in which her
office has handled the 30 Diamond
Jubilee medals allotted to her as a
Member of  Parliament. They were
handed out Friday in a memorable
ceremony at the York Regional
Offices with the similar pomp and 
circumstance that an Order of
Canada investiture brings, making it
an exceptionally special experience
for everyone. Beyond the ceremony,
her initiative to take a hands-off
approach in the medal selection and
leaving the final word to an independ-
ent committee was very welcome in
ensuring the recipients were not
designed to curry favour or make a
personal political statement as a
small handful of  others have. Well
done to all concerned! 
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Something had to give
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THE AURORAN
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Attending a Council
Meeting for the First Time

On entering the Council chambers on Monday Nov. 26th to
attend the capital budget meeting, I discovered that I was the
only member of  the public and only four more ratepayers
later showed up.  

One of  my concerns during this meeting was the discus-
sion on the proposed skateboard park at a cost of  $800,000.
This does not include the ongoing costs of  insurance, liability
coverage and maintenance as well as staff  etc.  

Although Sandra Humfryes did add that her own kids can
hardly wait for this skateboard park, I wonder what percent-
age of  Aurora’s population would benefit from this costly proj-
ect?  Mr. Downey, Director of  Parks and Recreation did not
have any pictures of  different skateboard parks and their
prices to choose from at this meeting. 

He asked for $50,000 towards conceptual designs which
Council granted him.  Why couldn’t some free pictures be
obtained of  other completed projects with their costs for com-
parison as a first step?  I also did not understand why when Mr.
Downey mentioned that Newmarket has a 10,000 sq. ft. skate
board facility and that Aurora could discuss with them a pos-
sible sharing of  the facility and costs, no one appeared to want
to follow up on this as an alternative.

Overall, although comments and questions from several
Councillors including Wendy Gaertner, John Gallo and Chris
Ballard indicated that they were concerned about reducing
costs on capital projects as they were discussed, other council-
lors did not appear to share such an interest.

I think that the lack of  attendance at such meetings does
not bode well for ratepayers and I strongly urge Aurorans to
try to attend some of  the Budget meetings especially since the
original budget under discussion could result in over an 8%
increase from the Town.

Shelley Wister
Aurora

A Councillor by any other name...
Re: “Santa Under the Stars” (November 28, 2012)

There is a great picture of  my husband John in the
Santa Claus Parade. (page 34, item 4) Unfortunately, I’m
not married to John Gallo.

Tracy Abel
Aurora

(Editor’s Note: Our apologies. Photo #4 on Page 34 last
week was indeed Councillor John Abel, not John Gallo.
Councillor Abel participated in the parade, along with
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and Councillors Evelyn Buck, Paul
Pirri and Michael Thompson)

Council is “ganging up” 
on Morris: Reader

It is appalling to note that Aurora Town Councillors con-
tinue to gang up on Mrs Morris, our former mayor.

They shut the door in her face, after she was not  
re-elected, in  her previously Town Council supported law-
suit by voting to no longer financially support her, after
which Mrs Morris dropped her lawsuit, and now Town
Council is dredging the case in motivation to extend 
apologies to the bloggers, who started this fracas in 
the first place, with even an initial  
proposal to include financial compensation. 

Continued on page 6



“So, getting ready for the end of  the
world?”
I turned in line to find my friend John

standing behind me.
It took me a second to make the con-

nection.  “Oh, you mean the supposed
apocalypse when the Mayan calendar
runs out on December 21st?”
“Yeah, you must be getting prepared,”

he smiled, pointing at the batteries I had
in my hand.
“What else would you expect me to

buy at a hardware store?”
“Well, I know of  one group who’s

ready,” he continued. “Aurora Council.”
“Why and how would they be ready

for the end of  the world?”
“Because they’ll all be safe in the

bunker they’ve been constructing under
Town Hall.”
“What makes you think a bunker’s

been built under Town Hall?”
“Where else do you think all our tax

dollars are going?  No other local munic-
ipality has multi-year tax rates as high
as ours.  They’re estimating over 8% this
year.”
“And Council itself  tells us they don’t

mis-manage our
money, so it must be
going somewhere we
don’t know about.
Why not a bunker?”
“That’s ridiculous.

Why would the mem-
bers of  Aurora
Council willingly be
sealed up together till
the end of  time?  They
can barely stay civil
through three hours
of  meetings each
Tuesday night.”
“Maybe the end of  the word is bring-

ing them closer together.  Or perhaps
they have separate areas carved out
under there, so they don’t have to see
each other that often.”
“Besides,” John continued, “a bunker

in Aurora’s not unprecedented.  Toronto
Council built one here on Old Yonge
Street 60 years ago in case of  nuclear
attack.”
“So, why wouldn’t our Council use

that one?”
“It’s in private hands now, and every-

one knows about it.
Besides, it’s not that big,
and they’d need some-
thing secret, and easy to
get to on short notice,
such as under Town
Hall.”
We inched forward

slowly in line. The guy
ahead of  us at the check-
out had a ton of  stuff  in
two carts. I always get
stuck behind people like
that.
“Just because our

taxes are so high is no reason to think
they’re being spent on some under-
ground refuge.”
“I don’t know. Look at Council’s sud-

den interest in solar power. You’d sure
need that when the power goes out. And
you can’t tell me all of  that construction
going on around Town Hall is just for
condos.”
“They’re even doing ‘accessibility

upgrades’ in the Council Chamber.
Sounds like a great cover story for a new
hidden elevator to somewhere under-

ground.  It all adds up to be prepared for
the worst,” he concluded.
“They’re more likely using the taxes

to put the chicanes back in on the roads
northeast of  Yonge and Wellington,” I
laughed.
The man ahead of  us finally finished,

and headed off  towards the parking lot
with his loaded carts. John and I made
our purchases and with a wave went our
separate ways. 
“A bunker under Town Hall,” I

thought, as I got into the car. “That’s a
laugh.”
As I left the lot, I realized the truck I

was behind was driven by the guy in line
who’d bought so much stuff.
Ironically, he pulled off  at Town Hall.

As I drove by I saw there were a number
of  other trucks there from hardware
stores, grocery chains, and other suppli-
ers, from which an awful lot of  goods
were being unloaded.
Suddenly the idea of  a bunker didn’t

seem so funny after all.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Page 5THE AURORAN, Tuesday, December 4, 2012

In the coming weeks, I believe the
word PRESTO will become as synony-
mous with the word “scandal” as e-
Health and Ornge.
Transit users are familiar with

PRESTO. It’s the fare card that allows
commuters to tap on and off  GO Transit
without having to use tokens or cash.
The card calculates the fare and deducts
it from the balance on the card which
can be loaded up and replenished as
needed.
An okay system, but far from lead-

ing-edge  technology. In fact, most elec-
tronic fare card systems in other North
American cities either have, or are in
the process of  moving to an “open pay-
ment” system that allows commuters to
use their ATM bank card or any credit
card they may be carrying. 
That’s the system the TTC decided to

implement more than two years ago,
and issued a public tender to solicit pro-
posals. After an extensive process, ACS
Xerox, one of  the prospective bidders,
met every one of  the conditions and
specifications prescribed by the TTC,
including the ability to integrate
PRESTO into its open payment system. 
This meant that the open payment

technology could be extended to all
transit systems throughout the Greater
Toronto and Hamilton Area, through
one seamless fare card system.
Of  particular interest to the TTC and

the City of  Toronto, was that the ACS
Xerox bid not only had superior tech-
nology compared to PRESTO, but would

save taxpayers more than
$300 million in capital
costs and some $15 mil-
lion in annual operating
costs.
So what happened next

is as inexplicable as it is
predictable of  dysfunc-
tional governments at all
levels.
Just days before the

TTC was about to sign a
contract with ACS Xerox,
Metrolinx directed  the
TTC to deal with PRESTO
or risk losing millions of
dollars in gas tax revenue for key infra-
structure projects.
When this issue was brought to my

attention last November, I immediately
contacted the Ministers of
Transportation and Finance asking
that they intervene. Both ministers did
nothing.
On December 7th of  last year, 

I raised the issue with the Premier dur-
ing Question Period. I asked if  once
again, it would take the Auditor
General to get the government’s atten-
tion on a matter that involved gross
mismanagement and waste of  tax 
dollars.
The question was ignored.
At the very same time, there were

reports that the same coercion tactics
were being employed by Metrolinx and
the Ministry of  Transportation with
other municipalities including York,

Peel, Durham and
Ottawa. 
The Ottawa scenario

was particularly con-
cerning, because after
OC Transpo had been
forced by Metrolinx to
contract with PRESTO,
after two years there
was nothing to show but
failed attempts to imple-
ment its so-called “Next
G e n e r a t i o n
Technology”. And while
PRESTO was forced to
give OC Transpo a $3

million penalty discount because of
these delays, across the river in
Gatineau, Quebec, ACS Xerox had suc-
cessfully implemented the same system
months earlier.
When it became clear that the 

government was turning a blind eye to
this issue, I contacted the Auditor
General on April 30th of  this year and
asked him to consider including
Metrolinx and PRESTO in his next
value for money audit.

So where do things stand today?

Last week, Metrolinx and the
Ministry of  Transportation  announced
that an agreement had been signed with
the TTC and the City of  Toronto under
which PRESTO would deliver its transit
card-payment system. 
There was no public tender process

for this multi-million dollar deal - a
glaring contravention of  provincial pro-
curement policy. 
We also know that PRESTO still does

not have the ability to deliver what the
TTC is expecting - and what people actu-
ally want - the advanced, user-friendly
open payment system. PRESTO’s
response is that it will “develop” that
technology. 
We should remember that the con-

sultants behind the eHealth scandal led
us down the same blind alley. They
wasted more than a billion dollars
developing an electronic medical
records system and we still don’t have
anything to show for it.
The question now is, why have we

not learned from eHealth? Why, after
the Ornge fiasco, do we now hear from
the CEO of  Metrolinx that taxpayers’
money will be used to develop a technol-
ogy that will ultimately be the property
of  a private, for-profit company?
In the normal course, I would have

had the opportunity to pursue the gov-
ernment on this issue in
Question Period, but as we know, the
doors to the Chamber are locked. 
The Auditor General will be releas-

ing his report within the next two
weeks, and I will be looking forward to
his findings on this issue. 

As always, I welcome your comments
and advice. I can be reached through my
website at www.frankklees.com or at 905-
750-0019.

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.
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PRESTO! Another Scandal in the Making

INSIDE 

AURORA

Getting Ready

Scott Johnston

NEW 
AURORAN POLL

Council has decided to let all groups and 
individuals bid on hosting a music festival in Town Park over the Civic
Holiday long weekend. The decision comes despite the Aurora Jazz
Festival taking over the park for the past four years and planning on a
fifth in 2013. Did Council make the right decision?

A little something to get you
into the holiday spirit, this
version of The Night Before
Christmas is neither a story
book nor an album, but a
View-Master. As the cover art
suggests, the story is depict-
ed in 21 images and although
no longer as common a stock-
ing stuffer as they once were,
children continue to click
their way through disks of
stories – light permitting, of
course, for those of us with
experience with such devices!

Image courtesy of 
the Aurora Historical Society

FINAL RESULTS OF PREVIOUS POLL

Council recently approved plans to move ahead with
a youth centre, known as a “Community Space for
Youth” at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex. Do you
think this addition will serve the needs of  Aurora’s
youth?

(A)   Yes
(B)   No
(C)   Unsure



Who says
cops can’t sing?
At least the
retired ones.

Patricia, my
wife, and I
attended the
20th anniver-
sary of  the “In
H a r m o n y  
with the
Community”
concert pre-
sented by the
York Regional
Police Male
Chorus in
Newmarke t
recently and
it’s true – they
can sing.

Held at St.
E l i z a b e t h
Seton Catholic Church on
Leslie Street, the more than
500 people who attended the
event enjoyed themselves.

I had to ask.
“Are they all cops?”
“Most are retired,” my

wife Patricia responded.
Lowel McClenny,

Patricia’s uncle, a retired
Superintendent with the
York regional Police who
wasn’t singing that night (but
usually does) is the concert
producer. 

He was joined by his
brother Ted, who Lowell
acknowledged as the co-
founder of  the chorus.

Both served with the now
defunct Aurora Police
Department.

Normally, Member of
Parliament for the riding of
Newmarket-Aurora, Lois
Brown, accompanies the
group on the piano, but she
wasn’t there.

Must have been busy with
parliamentary duties.

She was replaced by
Donna Corbett, another YRP
accompanyist.

Donna Buczkowski was
the Master of  Ceremonies.

The audience was also
treated to music from the
Ontario Provincial Police

Chorus, and the
York Region
Commun i t y
Choir, but the
highlight of  the
evening was a
group of  stu-
dents from
R o s e l a w n
Public School in
Richmond Hill.

They did a
number called
t h e
Chattanooga
Choo Choo with
Matthew Bacon
on trumpet,
which was to die
for. 

“By support-
ing this evening,
you have

brought the number of  atten-
dees at this event during the
past 20 years to about 20,000,”
said Lowell. 

The event has raised
money for various charitable
projects over the last 20 years. 

*  *  *  * 
Almost one year later, 

I had my second ride in an
ambulance and I asked the
same question. 

The answer was a little
different from the first time.

The first time I wanted to
know why Aurora didn’t
have its own hospital, the
attendants were sympathet-
ic.

This time, however, they
said I should get in line.

Seems they’re going to
build one in Vaughan.

It will be a question I’ll ask
Southlake’s CEO Dave
Williams when he speaks to
the Aurora Rotary Club in
January. 

If  the City of  North Bay
can manage two hospitals,
why can’t we have one?

There’s not much differ-
ence in the size of  the com-
munities.

And I wouldn’t have to put
up with the uncomfortable
ride to Newmarket!
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Damir, Tanya, Linda & Cathy
Wish You a Safe and Happy Holiday Season
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Wait and replace the Leisure
Complex, don’t build onto it

Aurora Council
approved the expansion of
the Aurora Family Leisure
Complex for an add-on for
a youth drop-in centre.
While I am in full support
of  giving youth their own
programs, Council should
not have approved the
more than $4 million add-
on to a antiquated broken
down small facility like
the leisure complex.

There has been a whole
host of  issues with the
Aurora Leisure Complex.
It will cost way more than
$4 million because of  all
the extra upkeep [to the
building]. I would not have
voted for Option 2.

Will the youth show up?
It will not be in use from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday to
Friday.  More operating
cost of  electricity – even
when not in use.

Why not wait five to 10
years to build a brand-new
facility to replace the pit
known as the Leisure
Complex and build some-
thing like the Magna
Centre in Newmarket?
Build an exercise center,
swimming pool, basketball
courts, volleyball courts
and reserve it for the
youth for a set time – even
give the youth the first
right to use the facility.

In conclusion, Mayor

Who says 
cops can’t

sing?

Dawe seems to think indi-
viduals that are not in
favor of  said plan are
“naysayers.” 

That is wholeheartedly
not the case.  In my view it
is just reasonable fiscal
management as well as the
right facility which the
Aurora Leisure Complex
is, for certain, the wrong
one.

Tyler Barker
Aurora

Over 30 Authentic Lunch Specials 
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When you stick your
head in a wasps’ nest, you
can expect to be stung quick-
ly and severely. The opposite
should be happening:

Town Council was in the
boat with Mrs Morris’ law-
suit. When the suit was
abandoned, legal costs were
adjudicated against Mrs
Morris and with the Town
also being involved, a good
portion of  those costs should
be the Town’s responsibility. 

Moreover, had Mrs.
Morris known that the
Town was no longer going to
financially support her, she
could have abandoned her
lawsuit much earlier, incur-
ring much lower costs
awarded against her.

Aurora must carry error
and omission insurance to
protect Town elected offi-
cials from liability arising
out of  performing their
duties.

Mrs. Morris commenced
a legal action in her tenure
as Mayor, following com-
ments made against her in
her function as Mayor and
in due process it was adjudi-
cated that a procedural
“error” had occurred, result-
ing in her having to pay
costs.  

That “error” should be
covered under the policy and
Mrs Morris should not be
saddled with those costs.

Alex Vander Veen
Aurora

From page 4

Morris should not be “saddled’ with costs

“Machell’s Commons”, as seen from McMahon Park
Supplied photo

Aurora is full of blank canvasses,
let’s fill them!

Some Aurorans who
occasionally visit
McMahon Park will have
noticed some jolly group
of  animals on the back of
a fence and how colourful
they are!

That mural is
“Machell’s Commons” by
Katie Aryle, a local artist.

The animals arrived
just in time to celebrate
Aurora’s 150th birthday.
The mural depicts an
imaginary meeting of  
animals around the time
when Machell’s Corners
was settled.

There were a lot of  wild
animals then, as there are
today. But the settlers had
introduced domestic ones
as well – and they too are
at the commons. 

You will notice a dog
and a cat getting right into
the action, happy to be a
part of  this gathering. But
the donkey is sort of  won-
dering what is going on –
looks a bit like a kitchen
party to him, and he is not
quite ready for it. 

This is the sort of
“graffiti” we could have
adorn many of  Aurora’s
still vacant walls and
structures, if  we wel-
comed our artists and
rewarded them. 

In future, these ani-
mals will start to talk.
They will want to com-
ment on how the humans
change the world around
them, in comical ways,
and how they take over
and dominate.

In time too, these ani-
mals will be joined by oth-
ers, some of  them visitors
from other areas of  the
world with different per-
spectives. 

Mushrooms are also
already part of  the scene,
at the top of  the fence
posts. Other non-animal
members of  the animal
habitat will join in later,
and will also have some-
thing to say. 

Such is the nature of
murals and graffiti. There
are generally some stories
that go with them.

In the meantime, I hope
you will enjoy this mural
as is. It is not a
Hundertwasser or Goudi,
but it has its own charac-
ter.

I believe the mural is
an example of  what art
can do for Aurora.

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora



If  you have an extended
family with lots to do over
the Christmas holidays, you
aren’t likely to miss Centre
activities that are put on
hold for the season. 
Some of  us don’t have

those other commitments.
We set aside time to social-
ize at the Centre each week.
That time becomes like any
other regular activity, such
as doing laundry on
Thursdays, shopping on
Mondays or preparing
meals every evening.
It’s a ritual which

shouldn’t be messed with.
Over the summer, some

programs took a major hit

because there weren’t
enough members around to
keep them going. Those
that did continue saw a
huge reduction in partici-
pants.
Were you getting back

into the groove after the
summer break? Well, get
ready for another interrup-
tion.
Last week, I learned that

the Tuesday evening line
dancing is on hold until
January 8. And I just fin-
ished hyping it to get you
involved! I was even con-
templating trying it myself.
No news yet, but perhaps
more programs could be
put on hold. And don’t for-
get the typical Centre shut-
down over Christmas,
Boxing Day and New
Year’s.
I don’t know about you,

but for me these schedule
interruptions are upset-
ting. I like always being able
to amuse myself  at the
Centre. If  there are not
enough people to play my
games, I seek out solitary
activities. 
Inevitably, there comes a

point when none of  those
appeal to me. That’s when I
end up pestering the volun-
teers and staff  with mind-
less chit-chat. When it
becomes clear that I’m
being a nuisance, I head to
the workshop where I can
talk my head off  and no one
will hear me over the
machinery. 
The important thing is

that visiting the Centre is
always a pleasant distrac-
tion from the hum-
drum…barring Christmas.

Debates, anyone?
Recently, a member sug-

gested that the Centre offer
a type of  chat activity
where those who are inter-
ested could gather at specif-
ic times each week or so to
talk. Perhaps running
debates would work,
although I’m told by staff
that this type of  event did
not draw much interest in
the past. 
Debating topics of  inter-

est would appeal to me.
What about you?
If  holding debate ses-

sions or some type of  con-

versation and refreshments
interests you, you are wel-
come to submit your inter-
est (or other ideas) via a
Suggestion Form available
at the reception desk. It
doesn’t guarantee it will
happen, but it could. Staff
won’t know what you want
if  you don’t tell them. 

Dancing continues
Despite what I just said,

if  you desperately want to
keep on dancing, you can
still mambo, cha-cha,
rumba, jive and line dance
at the Friday Night Dances
on December 7 and 21. The
social dance runs from 8
p.m. to 11 p.m.

December 7 show tickets
We have received 100

John McDermott Show
tickets for the show on
Friday, December 7 at 10.30
a.m. Tickets will be given
out at the Centre as long as
they last, so you have to
hurry. Members are enti-
tled to 2 tickets each.  

Annual Christmas Dinner
Who doesn’t like a

Christmas meal that does
not require hours of  baking
and preparation? If  it’s you,
you can enjoy the Centre‘s
always-delicious annual
Christmas dinner on
December 8. 
The bar opens at 5 p.m.

with dinner starting at 6
p.m.  Entertainment will be
provided by Aurora teen
idol winner Taylor
Mansillo. A limited number
of  tickets are available.
Members $25, non-mem-
bers $30. You could win the
door prize!

Niagara Fallsview trip
This trip includes a visit

to Kittling Ridge Winery, a
five hour visit to Niagara
Fallsview Casino and a
drive along the Niagara
Parkway to see the
Christmas lights. The
deluxe coach leaves from
the Aurora Community
Centre at 10 a.m. on
December 13. Price is $25
per person for members
and $30 for non-members,
and includes a $10 coin
voucher at the casino, the
tour and all taxes. Sign up

at the reception desk.

Gifts for people in need
The ASA Friday Night

Dance Committee is seek-
ing your help in giving peo-
ple in need some welcome
Christmas spirit. Gift dona-
tion suggestions include
hats, gloves, scarves, socks,
wraps/shawls, blankets,
personal care items, toi-
letries, tea, hot chocolate,
sweets. Also welcome are
gift cards to local coffee
shops, restaurants, grocery
stores, drug stores, movie
rentals, etc. 
Bring your unwrapped

gifts to the Centre by
December 7. From there,
the gifts will be collected on
December 10 and distrib-
uted by the Neighborhood
Network.

For more information on
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre
and all it has to offer, drop by
90 John West Way, visit the
web site www.aurora
seniors.ca, email aurorase-
niors@rogers.com or call
905-726-4767 between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday to
Friday.
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Letter to the editor

What are the rest of us to do when Christmas puts things on the backburner?

SENIOR

SCAPE
Sylvia Dickens

If  you suffer from
headaches or migraines
you need to be aware of
exciting new discoveries
that can prevent years of
pain and suffering.
You may have told your

doctor you  suffer  with
pain or pressure in the
front of  your head, back of
your head, sides of  your
head or a combination of
these.  You may have    com-
plained of   neck stiffness or
pain or experienced sleep
disturbance,  nausea, vom-
iting or visual changes. 
You may  find your pain

and reduced concentration
may affect your  work,  
housekeeping, leisure

activities and time with
your friends and family.
You may also find it affects
exercising, sports or other
activities.   
You go to the drug store

or to your doctor and get
pills to help relieve your
pain. But you find the
headaches keep coming
back.   So you go back,
again and again, and get
the same or different drugs
to  make you feel better.    
You are likely frustrated

by  having to suffer with the
come and go pain but may
also be concerned on your
dependency on the pain

pills … and that they may
be giving you side effects.
In some cases the drugs cre-
ate  headaches  -  these are
called “:rebound
headaches”.  You may have
heard that there are serious
health risks associated
with chronic use (or over-
use ) of  pain pills that
include damage to the  liver,
kidneys and gut.   
Although the pain

killing drugs are designed
to numb the pain they do
not correct the underlying
root causes of  the pain.
The most common underly-
ing causes include nutri-
tional problems,  postural
problems, chemicals, jaw
problems and emotional
challenges.  Interestingly, a
common type of  headache
called  cervicogenic
headache  is actually due to
postural problems affecting
the neck – and this causes
many headaches.  Only a
small  percentage of  head
pain is actually caused by
underlying disease.  
Your doctor will likely

focus on medications to
give relief   but sufferers
need to be aware that there
are  natural options avail-
able for most cases of
headaches and migraines
that are clinically proven

and safe.  These approaches
have helped many
headache and migraine suf-
ferers change their life for-
ever. 
To help sufferers an

upcoming headache and
migraine relief  workshop
is scheduled  which will
reveal poorly known
secrets for lasting results.
This eye opening informa-
tion has helped countless
sufferers feel better, sleep
better  and have more ener-
gy.    

As a community service
the workshop is free.
The workshop will be

held on  Wed Dec 12 from
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm. At the
King West Wellness Centre
141 King Rd., Unit 10,
Richmond Hill. Seating is
limited. To make reserva-
tions call 888-837-0407.

Advertorial

There are other 
approaches, beyond 
the use of drugs and 

surgery, that have 
safely and 

effectively helped 
many sufferers 

find lasting relief. 

HEADACHES AND MIGRAINES: 
HELP FOR SUFFERERS

Our desserts and breads are made from 
“scratch recipes”and the �nest ingredients.

Place an order, then relax with family and friends.

HURST BAKERY 
15543 Yonge St., Aurora    905-841-0278

We do!
Let us help.

Who has the time 
and energy for 
holiday baking?

www.hurstbakery.com

Government needs to do more to fight bullying: Liberal MP
Every year on December

6 Canadians wear white rib-
bons and observe a minute
of  silence to show their sup-
port for ending violence
against women. 
The occasion, informally

known as White Ribbon
Day, marks the anniversary
of  the 1989 École
Polytechnique Massacre, in
which fourteen women
were singled out for their
gender and murdered.

While Canada has made
important progress since
that tragic day, we have a
long way to go. In rates that
are far higher than men, too
many women continue to
experience physical, psy-
chological and sexual
abuse.

These are no easy solu-
tions to these complex
issues, but Parliament will
soon have a chance to take
practical action on one part
of  the problem—cyberbul-
lying.

Cyberbullying is a pow-
erful, relentless and insidi-
ous tool used by children
and adults alike. There is
no escape, no respite.
Cyberbullying follows you
worldwide and over your
lifetime, even after death,
ruining careers and reputa-
tions as adults. As one
cybebbullied young student
told me: “you have no place
to run, no way to hide.
Everyone knows. You feel
trapped and cornered for-
ever. Your life is ruined!

Bullying by spreading
false messages, criminal
harassment and defamato-
ry libel is already covered
under the Criminal Code if
it is done using print, tele-
phone, television or radio—
but not on the internet. I
have a bill to correct that
and extend protection to
electronic media, a long
overdue step. 
It will remove the

anonymity that currently
shields those who use the
internet to do so by requir-

ing disclosure from ISPs.
This plan has been
endorsed by the Canadian
Teachers’ Federation and
the Canadian Association
of  Police Boards.

Our children need this
protection. Yet most of  the
Conservative Party shock-
ingly voted against this bill
at second reading. Their
opposition is difficult to

u n d e r s t a n d .
Parliamentarians should
be working together to
strengthen action on bully-
ing, not trying to stop it.
Please tell the

Conservatives to vote for
Bill C-273 when it comes
back to the House and take
a small, but important, step
against the cyberbullying
of  our children. By doing

so they will also be honour-
ing the spirit of  White
Ribbon Day and helping
protect women.

Hedy Fry, MP
Liberal Party

(Editor’s Note: Lois Brown’s
response to Ms. Fry will
appear in our December
11th issue.)
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Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre
289 Wellington Street East

Aurora L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

   
   

  

Home Owners helping homeowners
with expert advice

The Big Green Egg stands alone as the most versatile barbecue or outdoor cooking product on the market, with more capabilities
than all other conventional cookers combined. From appetizers to entrees to desserts, the Big Green Egg will exceed all of your 
expectations for culinary perfection…and with �ve convenient sizes to choose from. there is a... 
 

The Only Outdoor Cooker 
              You’ll Ever Need!

Large Green Egg Package ALHDP

Includes: Large Nest, 
Table Mate Plate Server

Medium Green Egg Package AMHDP

Includes: Medium Nest, 
Table Mate, Plate Server

$1199.99$1449.99 

Which EGG fits your needs?

...Big Green Egg 
to fit any lifestyle!

...Big Green Egg 
to fit any lifestyle!

SPECIAL PRICING

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

As this is a
column about
politics –
municipal poli-
tics for the most
part – it is hard
not to talk
about the
bombshell rul-
ing last week
that will have
ripple effects in
every munici-
pality across
the province.  

I am of
course speak-
ing about the
decision of
J u s t i c e
H a c k l a n d
wherein he
ruled that
Mayor Rob
Ford (and he is still Mayor,
folks, at least until the issue
of  a stay, and then an appeal
are heard) had violated the
Municipal Conflict  of
Interest Act and as a result
his seat on council – his
Mayor’s seat – was to be
“vacated”  In other words, he
was to be removed from
office.

It has simply stunned the
city of  Toronto and beyond.
It is for certain an absolutely
extraordinary ruling.

That being said, I think
enough ink has been spilled
discussing the pros and cons
of  that ruling – and the curi-
ous fascination of  some
about the “plot” behind the
court case and the decision.
As if  exercising one’s right to
hold an elected official
accountable is a “plot”.  I
thought we had moved past
vilifying whistle blowers,  but
I guess there will always be
some people, of  whatever
political stripe, that see
blame elsewhere, instead of
in the mirror.

I would like to focus on the
other part of  the issue – the
collateral damage of  the rul-
ing. What happens now?
Who will be the Mayor of
Toronto if  Rob Ford either
loses the stay or loses the
appeal? His seat would be
vacant and the Council for
the City of  Toronto, some 40
odd people that sit as repre-
sentatives of  literally mil-
lions of  people, will then
have to decide whether to
appoint one of  their own or
to hold a by-election. 

Either choice is fraught
with challenges – not least of
which is because they have
no guidance as to how to
make the decision. Indeed,
there has already been confu-
sion at the table about what
their course of  action should
be or even could be.  

This is exactly why the
Municipal Act, as it speaks to
vacancies on council, must
be addressed. How can a
municipality of  millions,
with a budget in the hun-
dreds of  millions, be in the
position where they are left
to scramble about to handle a
potential vacancy of  the
mayor’s chair? It is ridicu-
lous.

A by-election is, in my
opinion, the only option; the
only democratic option.  But
with a price tag of  $7 million,
I can see why that decision
gives them pause.  That is a
huge amount of  money to be
spent – money that has to be
found in some pot, some-
where, while at the same
time Council wrestles with
their budget promise of
keeping taxes down.

To that I say, why wasn’t
this potentiality considered?
Why isn’t there a contin-
gency plan in place to deal

with vacancies?
People get sick.
People pass
away.  Loved
ones need
round the clock
care.  There are
many common
life events that
occur that can
impact whether
someone in
elected office
remains there for
the entire term. 

This is not
shocking.  It is a
reality of  every-
day life.  

It is obviously
not beyond the
realm of  possibil-
ity that a munici-
pal seat may

become vacant at some point
during the term, so why isn’t
Toronto prepared? Come to
think of  it, why isn’t every
municipality prepared?

When SARS hit, many
institutions were caught
unprepared.  As a result, con-
tingency plans were devel-
oped virtually everywhere –
including the town of  Aurora
– to deal with potential health
emergencies in the future.

So if  municipalities are
required to plan for a once in
a century outbreak of  the flu,
why are they not similarly
required – or at least do so of
their own volition – to have a
crisis management plan of
sorts for council vacancies. It
seems only prudent.

Given the well acknowl-
edged vagueness of  the Act
as it speaks to how vacancies
can be filled, why isn’t there a
plan in place to deal with
these eventualities?

In my humble opinion,
every municipality should be
required to both have a plan
and to set aside funds for
potential by-elections.  The
funds can be held in a reserve
account – with a regular
review of  the balance to
ensure that sufficient funds
are there to cover the cost of
a by-election should one be
required.  If  no by-election is
required, then no further
monies need to be added and
the funds can sit there in the
reserve.

With the funds in place,
the question of  whether to let
the public vote for who will
represent them as Mayor will
never be at issue again. It will
be the default position.

That’s all for this week.
Until next week, stay
informed, stay involved,
because, this is after all, Our
Town.

POLITICS 

AS USUAL
Alison Collins-Mrakas

The need for 
a governance
contingency

plan

An artist’s rendering on how the eco park created by Frank Stronach might look on
Bayview Avenue near Stone Road.

Image courtesy of the Stronach Group

be,” he told The Auroran.
“We don’t want to limit
ourselves in terms of  cre-
ating this leading-edge
centre. 

“Basically we know the
community is in dire need
of  soccer fields, so these
three soccer fields are a
big part of  this gift
because there is a big com-
munity need. The idea for
an eco-park is to build an
environmental interpre-
tive centre where elemen-
tary school age children
can be bused into the facil-
ity, sit in a classroom and
learn about the impor-
tance of  protecting the
environment, and then go
out on the trails and walk
and see and touch and feel
and smell.”

While nailing down
what is actually going to
be in this eco park is an
ongoing discussion, anoth-
er is determining its gov-
ernance. Mr. Stronach’s
intent is to create a park
which, over time, would be
turned over to the Town of
Aurora as a gift, said Mr.
Hinder.

“The ideal would be a
park with opportunities
for generations to come
and learn about the impor-
tance of  the environment
and the need to protect our
environment and a facility
that draws attention to the
Town of  Aurora and a real
gem in the crown of  what
this Town is,” he said.

This was welcome news
to Mayor Geoffrey Dawe.

“I think it is a spectacu-
larly generous offer from
Mr. Stronach,” he said. “I
think it is a really intrin-
sic value to the Town. You
can’t put a dollar value on
it, but it will certainly add
to the spirit of  what is
Aurora.”

There is some debate,
however, on what this
might mean to the planned
wildlife park northeast of
the Stronach lands. Mayor
Dawe said while this plan
is complementary to that
whole idea, it may be
cause to change direction
on what is done to the
north, although it might
make sense to have two
parks.

For Councillor Evelyn
Buck, however, if  the

Stronach plan comes to
fruition there will be no
need for a further park.

“That one has every-
thing in it that one would
have without any cost to
the Town,” she said. “It is
all being done by Mr.
Stronach. “If  private
funds are going to be
developing this one it is a
win-win-win.”

Councillor Buck
praised the idea of  the
additional soccer fields
the plan would bring to
the Town, addressing a
shortfall which has been
on the minds of  both
Councillors and sports
clubs in Aurora for years.

“In Aurora’s history, I

don’t think there has ever
been a gift like this. It is a
historic event and it is a
lifetime legacy,” she said.
“It is a beautiful area that
for all intents is a settle-
ment area in the Oak
Ridges Moraine – this gift
and this designation
means that it will forever
remain the same, the 
natural rolling hills will
remain there and nothing
will ever change that.”

David Tomlinson, the
local landscape architect
who has been leading the
efforts for the Aurora
Wildlife Park, shared the
view that the Stronach
plan would be comple-
mentary to, rather than

take the place of  his plans.
The area in question is a
unique space in Aurora in
that it is habitat to locally
rare birds such as mead-
owlark and bobolink and
the more preserved space
the merrier.

“If  it is going to pro-
duce another 80 acres of
habitat and it is properly
designed and managed,
then it can’t be bad!” said
Mr. Tomlinson. “The
wildlife park is very short
of  woodland edge and that
area is basically grass-
land and woodland edge at
the moment. I don’t think
it should be ‘gentrified.’ It
should be retained pretty
much as it is.”

Three soccer pitches part of eco park plans
From page 1
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BOXING
DAYS

▲

BACKED BY A 5-YEAR/160,000 KM POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
THE LONGEST OF ANY FULL-SIZE LIGHT DUTY PICK-UP

+
$1,550 THUNDER  

EDITION 
CREDIT¥

+
$5,750CASH

CREDIT♦

$
PLUS0%60

FINANCING FOR                    MONTHS‡

visit us at: www.ontariochevroletdealers.com

VEHICLE PRICING IS NOW EASIER TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE FREIGHT, PDI AND MANDATORY GOVERNMENT LEVIES.
Prices do not include applicable taxes and PPSA. Consumers may be required to pay up to $799 for Dealer fees.*** 

Recycle your 2006 model year or older vehicle and receive up to $3,000† towards the cash purchase, fi nancing or leasing of an eligible 2012 or 2013 Chevrolet Silverado.

$3,000†UP
TO

DO YOUR PART FOR THE ENVIRONMENT BY UPGRADING YOUR OLD VEHICLE TO A NEW PICKUP.

Visit your Chevrolet dealer today for GREAT DEALS ON SELECT REMAINING 2012s

Silverado LT Ext. Cab 4X4 Thunder Edition 
with Chrome-Clad Aluminum Wheels††

For the latest information, visit us at chevrolet.ca, drop by your local Chevrolet Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. ‡0% purchase fi nancing offered by GMCL for 60 months on 2013 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Ext. Cab 4WD G-BBQP. O.A.C. by Ally/TD Auto Finance Services/Scotiabank. Rates from other lenders will vary. Example: $10,000 at 0% APR, 
monthly payment is $166.67 for 60 months. Cost of borrowing is $0, total obligation is $10,000. Down payment and/or trade may be required. Monthly/Bi-weekly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. ♦$5,750 is a manufacturer to dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive) for 2013 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 
Ext. & Crew Cab and is refl ected in offers in this advertisement. Other cash credits available on most models. See dealer for details. ‡/♦Freight & PDI ($1,500), registration, air and tire levies and OMVIC fees included. Insurance, licence, PPSA, dealer fees and applicable taxes not included. Offers apply as indicated to 2013 new or demonstrator models of the vehicle 
equipped as described. Offers apply to qualifi ed retail customers in the Ontario Chevrolet Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais). Dealers are free to set individual prices. Dealer order or trade may be required. Limited time offers which may not be combined with other offers. GMCL may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at 
any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ***Factory order or dealer trade may be required. ∆2013 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Ext. Cab 4x4 equipped with available Vortec™ 5.3L V8 engine and 6-speed automatic transmission. Fuel consumption ratings based on GM Testing in accordance with approved Transport Canada test 
methods. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. ®Bluetooth is a registered trademark of Bluetooth SIG Inc. ¥Thunder package (PDT) includes R7M credit valued at $1,550 MSRP. ††2013 Silverado 1500 LT Ext. Cab with PDT & S80, MSRP with freight, PDI & levies $45,844. Dealers are free to set individual prices. †To qualify for GMCL’s Cash For Clunkers incentive, 
you must: (1) turn in a 2006 or older MY vehicle that is in running condition and has been registered and properly insured in your name for the last 3 months (2) turn in a 2006 or older MY vehicle that is in running condition and has been registered and properly insured under a small business name for the last 3 months. GMCL will provide eligible consumers with 
a manufacturer to consumer incentive (tax inclusive) to be used towards the purchase/fi nance/lease of a new eligible 2012 or 2013 MY Chevrolet Colorado, GMC Canyon, Chevrolet Silverado, GMC Sierra, or Chevrolet Avalanche delivered between October 2, 2012 and January 2, 2013. Incentive ranges from $1500 to $3,000, depending on model purchased. Incentive 
may not be combined with certain other offers. By participating in the Cash For Clunkers program you will not be eligible for any trade-in value for your vehicle. See your participating GM dealer for additional program conditions and details. GMCL may modify, extend or terminate program in whole or in part at any time without notice.

30 MPG HIGHWAY

SILVERADO WORKS, TOWS AND 
HAULS ON REGULAR FUEL.

FINANCING
FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS
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EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

ROUND THE BEND FARM
TURKEYS
Farm Fresh, Naturally Grown.

ORDER YOUR

CHRISTMAS
Turkey
for pick up on:

Saturday Dec 22nd, 

from 9 am - 5 pm

Monday Dec 24th, 

from 8am - 2 pm

Frozen assortment of pies, Frozen Ground Turkey, 
Turkey Kolbassa, Sausage and Pepperettes.  
Hams, Honey, Oils and Fresh Butter Tarts

Brian & Sue Feddema  -   16225 Jane St.  Kettleby

(905) 727-0023

$3.25 /lb.
12 - 25+ lbs.

saturday afternoons
15240 Yonge St., Aurora 
(905) 841-8559
www.saturdayafternoons.ca

the lights are turned 
way down low

Recording closed sessions could have
avoided “mess”: Councillors

Shoppers recently flocked to the Aurora Cultural Centre for the Pine Tree Potters’
Guild’s annual fall sale. Whether mugs, vases, plates and bowls, many people left
with full bags – their contents likely bound for beneath many a Christmas tree this
year.    Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

Closed session meetings
could soon be audio record-
ed, following concerns over
closed session meetings put
forward by Ontario’s
ombudsman. 

The motion was brought
forward last week by
Councillor Michael
Thompson. His motion
stemmed from concerns
recently expressed by the
Ontario Ombudsman over
closed session meetings
and keeping a record of
them. Although the idea
was previously floated by
former councillor Alison
Collins-Mrakas during the
last term of  Council, word
from the province inspired
some movement.

“This motion, as word-
ed, is really for the clerk to
bring back a report with
regards to doing this, as
well as the protocols which
should be in place for the
access, retention, and
destruction of  these
records,” said Councillor
Thompson. “I know in
speaking to the clerk he had
some concerns with
regards to access to these
records and he wanted to be
able to speak about it so
that those around the table
have all the facts before
them before a decision is
made.”

While support around
the table was far from
unanimous, two
Councillors in particular
supported the idea for rea-
sons found not very far
back in Aurora’s history.

A closed session meet-
ing was held through to the
early hours of  September
15, 2010. This now infamous
meeting is the one which
ultimately led to Council’s
authorisation of  then-
mayor Phyllis Morris’ law-
suit against three local
bloggers, among others,
over allegedly defamatory
anonymous postings on the
Aurora Citizen blog. 

During the first series of
lawsuits, it was argued by

Ms. Morris’ team that this
was a lawsuit started by
Ms. Morris, rather than the
Town, to protect her reputa-
tion as Mayor. In the most
recent hearings in court
stemming from a lawsuit
against Ms. Morris by resi-
dent George Hervey alleg-
ing Ms. Morris may have
breached the Municipal
Conflict of  Interest Act in
not declaring a pecuniary
interest in the September
2010 discussions, her new
lawyer has argued the law-
suit was a Town initiative
in which Ms. Morris was a
reluctant participant. Ms.
Morris strongly denies Mr.
Hervey’s claim.

In affidavits put forward
by some members who
were in the room at the
time, they support this
assertion, particularly
Councillor Wendy
Gaertner who said what
transpired in the room was
different from the account
of  events that were commu-
nicated to the public in an
executive summary to a
legal opinion produced by
lawyer George Rust-D’Eye
evaluating the Town’s obli-
gation to pay legal fees
faced by Ms. Morris while
her lawsuit still had the
support of  the Town. 

“Certainly there would
have to be parameters if
anything that is said in
closed session could be
released, and as Councillor
Pirri reminded me, I wasn’t
in favour of  this sitting on
the last Council, but I think
I have reason now to think
it is a good idea,” said
Councillor Gaertner last
week.

This was a view shared
by Councillor John Gallo.

“I think we are already
recording the proceedings,
this is just at a higher
level,” he said. “The courts
already have the ability to
see what we have said
behind closed doors, and
quite frankly I don’t think
we would have been in the
mess we were in if  we had
recorded what transpired

in the last few years.”
Councillor Gallo was

responding directly to com-
ments from Councillor
Evelyn Buck, who had plen-
ty of  criticism towards
Councillor Thompson’s
motion. 

“I can’t support this
motion on the basis the pur-
pose of  an in-camera meet-
ing is to discuss matters
that can’t be discussed pub-
lically without causing
harm to the municipality,”
she said. “Our first obliga-
tion is to the municipality
that we serve. Usually these
matters are discussed
behind closed doors are
fairly sensitive and that is
why they are behind closed
doors. Councillors and staff
should be free to express
themselves for or against or
contribute whatever they
need to contribute for a dis-
cussion.

“I don’t think that’s the
place for staff  to report
back on this recommenda-
tion, either. This is a politi-
cal decision. For staff  to be
recommending to Council
what we should be doing or
shouldn’t be doing behind
closed doors is not appro-
priate.

“We are to maintain our
oath of  office and protect
the municipality’s inter-
ests, then these in-camera
meetings providing the
items discussed are appro-
priate to be discussed in
camera, then the confiden-
tiality is absolutely essen-
tial and the audio recording
of  the proceedings cannot
be considered confidential,
no matter who’s in charge
of  keeping the records and
keeping them under lock
and key”

Although Councillor
Thompson said he did not
disagree with what anyone
said, he agreed there are
challenges with going for-
ward and taking the audio
recordings. Nevertheless,
the intent of  the motion
was for the clerk to come
back and formally explain
to Council what each of

Aurora Music Fest guidelines 
approved for Civic Holiday 
weekend

By Brock Weir

Civic Holiday weekend
festivities in Town Park
will be up for grabs next
year, following Council
approval of  a controver-
sial measure for a new
kind of  music festival.

Councillors signed off
on a plan to open the use
of  Town Park that week-
end for bids for groups
and individuals interest-
ed in hosting a music fes-
tival. Criteria are now set
to evaluate possible bid-
ders for the music festi-
val in a number of  key
areas. 

While preference will
be given to proposals not
requiring fencing around
the perimeter of  Town
Park – a concern that has
been a recurring theme
over the past three years
– emphasis will also be
placed on the acts and the
vendors for whatever
music festivals are pro-
posed. 

The move comes after
a motion from Councillor
Evelyn Buck last month
directing staff  to invite
interested parties to
make proposals for the
Town Park. In her

Continued on page 24

these issues and risks
might be. 

“The only way we can
properly debate that at this
table is for all of  the infor-
mation to be provided to us
– the concerns, the chal-
lenges, will it stifle debate,
how confidential are the
records, what would be the

protocols, and all that infor-
mation needs to be before
us so we can have that ful-
some debate and then
determine what is best for
this Council to move for-
ward with,” he said.

A further motion from
Councillor Michael
Thompson to address Ms.

Morris’ defamation suit
and Master Hawkins’ deter-
mination it was SLAPP –
Strategic Lawsuit Against
Public Participation – liti-
gation was pushed to the
December 18 Council meet-
ing due to time constraints
last week.
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By Brock Weir

Passions for and against
a new Youth Centre, for-
mally known as a
“Community Space for
Youth” flew from every
direction when Councillors
met Tuesday to decide the
ultimate fate of  the $5 mil-
lion project to the Aurora
Family Leisure Complex. 

The vote follows a long
series of  debates on issues
around the youth centre,
especially the need and
what it’s going to have for
the younger generation. 

After hearing from stu-
dents at Dr. G.W. Williams,
Aurora High, and St. Max,
they came to the table
armed with some mixed
reviews coming from 
students across the board,
but the “yes” vote ultimate-
ly won the day. The one
thing the two sides could
agree on, however, is stu-
dents need to guide the
facility to make it a success.

Here’s how the “yes”
vote broke down:

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe,
in considering the youth
centre, said the time it had
taken to make the Youth
Centre a reality factored
into his decision. From his
perspective, enough was
enough and it was time to
make a decision. Making
his arguments, he said he
was “mystified and con-
fused” over Councillors not
wanting to move forward
with this. (See next page). 

“We have been talking
about this since 2000 and

that’s 12 years and four or
five councils,” he said.
“There have been multiple
reports and some
Councillors feel that we’re
being irresponsible rush-
ing to action, and I have a
hard time equating the two
of  those.”

Addressing some criti-
cisms levelled at the project
by Councillor Chris
Ballard that the program-
ming planned at this point
for the Youth Centre was
not as varied as it could be –
think arts, music, and cul-
ture – he said that would be
covered in the youth space
and added it would be up to
the youth to guide its
future.

“We have done that
before, where we have got
people engaged and got peo-
ple enthusiastic and then
they go away,” said Mayor
Dawe on getting youth
involved. “If  we go ahead I
suspect one of  the first
things [Parks and Rec
director Al Downey] will do
is work with youth and get
them involved to make sure
we’re providing the best
possible facility.”

Making sure the youth
are building on the youth
centre was a key concern
expressed by students at
Williams.

Councillor John Abel

“This has been a long
time coming,” said
Councillor John Abel when
he spoke about the Youth
Centre. He was speaking to
the fact it has been 12 years
since Council first got the
ball rolling to make sure

the needs of  youth are met
in Aurora. With the plans
before them, he said he had
“absolutely no hesitation in
endorsing” the youth cen-
tre.

“The needs, the plan, the
sustainability has all been
documented and demon-
strated without a doubt,”
he said. “What was great [at
the schools] was the
applause and the show of
hands. It was outstanding.
If  you can’t acknowledge
that and you want to aban-
don the youth (see next
page) and say there’s gaps
in planning then you would
vote against it and some of
the comments were unbe-
lievable.”

He shared the Mayor’s
view that the students need
a “sense of  ownership” in
their community and this
is a great way to do it.

“The benefits of  having
an engaged youth, there is
just no way to measure,” he
said. “They are going to be
nurtured and moving for-
ward as fine young citizens.
We spent so much time on
this. We have the funding,
we have the location, we
have an excellent plan  and
I am in full support of  mov-
ing forward with this.”

Councillor Sandra Humfryes

Councillor Humfryes
got the discussion started
on Tuesday and shared a
personal story on why she
supported going forward
with the youth centre as
presented. She agreed that
12 years has been a long
time to get to this stage and

there is no doubt that kids
need a place to go in this
community. While some
Councillors argued
whether students just want
a place to hang out or a
place for programming like
cooking or art courses, she
said there is a need here for
the youth to both ‘hang out
and be who they are.”

Speaking about her son,
she said he would have
greatly benefited if  a Youth
Centre had been built in
Aurora several years ago
and provided him with a
place for he and his friends
to go. Speaking to them
about the project recently,
she said they were “ecstat-
ic” about the plans.

Indeed, she said a bal-
ance would be found in
what will be built at the
Complex. 

“We need to start some-
where,” she said. “I think
having a youth centre or a
space for youth is the first
step. We need to have these
children going someplace
where they belong.”

Although when the
youth are not in the youth
space, there is the chance it
could be used by other com-
munity groups and demo-
graphics, she said the
youth will have the ulti-
mate priority. 

“[Mr. Downey] has had
to provide alternatives to
that because it needs to be a
success,” she said. “It’s
going to be an opportunity
where it will be a flexible,
evolving environment that
we can change the pro-
gramming or what’s going
on based on the needs.”

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900

www.gatewaylanes.ca
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Aurora’s new “Youth Centre” – the “Yes” vote
Councillor Paul Pirri

Councillor Paul Pirri was
also in favour of  going for-
ward with the plan. He was
the one who came up with
the plan to take the youth
centre debate to the schools
and said right after the final
meeting at St. Max he
believed the Town was on
the right track with the proj-
ect.  He felt the same way
when it came up for final
debate on Tuesday.

“If  we have space – and it
has been said throughout
that there is an opportunity
for students and youth to
come in and sit and hang out
with other individuals their
age – that opportunity is
there at the youth centre,”
he said. “There is also the
opportunity to have pro-
gram space. There are a lot
of  different opportunities in
here and it is all about utiliz-
ing the opportunities.

He also said it was going
to be much more than a
gym, offering art opportuni-
ties for youth to decorate
their own space, and there
would also be other arts pro-
grams, all designed to pro-
vide opportunities for every

level and interest.
“I think we’re doing our

best to create well-rounded
citizens and part of  that is
using arts,” he said. “Part of
that is using sports, and part
of  that is the interactions
between individuals and the
differences between people.”

Councillor Michael Thompson

The final Councillor to
vote in favour of  the youth
centre plan was Councillor
Michael Thompson. After 12
years of  back and forth
debate, he said it was time to
get a move on.

“Time after time you have
presented reports in front of
us and each time we have
asked you to demonstrate
the need,” said Councillor
Thompson to Mr. Downey,
who responded that he want-
ed to “assure” everyone that
this space is specifically and
primarily for the youth.
While there are times the
building will sit vacant, they
have the option of  leaving it
vacant or looking for other
opportunities to use it and
have the space make money,
such as renting it out to the

Continued on page 13
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Aurora’s new “Youth Centre” – the “No” vote
While they were in the

minority, for Councillors
not voting for going ahead
with the Youth Centre
their reasons spoke more
to the form of  plan rather
than its need. They were,
however, equally passion-
ate as the “yes” vote. 

They rejected sugges-
tions from Councillor Abel
that voting against the
Youth Centre was “aban-
doning our youth.”

“Everyone on this
Council is allowed to vote
for or against something
and if  someone votes
against it, it should not be
construed as abandoning
the youth,” said
Councillor Gaertner, not-
ing she did not “appreci-
ate” the comment.

So why did they vote
against it? Here’s the
breakdown:

Councillor Chris Ballard

From the perspective of
Councillor Ballard, what
the youth are being told
they’re going to get in a
Youth Centre is not what
they’re going to actually
get. The name has
changed, he said from
“Youth Centre” to
“Community Space for
Youth”, something he
called a “dilution” of  the
Town’s original promise
to younger residents to
provide something just for
them. 

The plan for the Youth
Centre is doing a “disser-
vice” to them, he added, as
what is being provided are
more facilities that can be
used for adults and picked
up by the youth when
they’re done at the end of
the day. 

Moreover, he said plans
haven’t proven to him yet
that this project will be a
good value to taxpayers as
there wasn’t a sound busi-
ness plan, in his view.

“It scares the heck out
of  me that we’re being
asked to spend millions of
dollars without appropri-
ate business planning
being done, so I can’t sup-
port it,” he said. “As much
as I feel for the young peo-
ple of  this Town, after 10
years or more of  debating
a youth centre, I think the
young people need...a dedi-
cated youth centre. I don’t
see any rationalization of
the services that are going
to be offered. 

“We all want a youth

centre, but I don’t believe
this is the kind of  youth
centre that is right and I
don’t believe it is the kind
that will be defensible in
the long run.”

Councillor Evelyn Buck

Speaking against the
plan, Councillor Evelyn
Buck said she acknowl-
edged there was a gap in
services but she was
never really comfortable
with how Town staff  were
addressing the gaps.
Listening to students’
comments at the two
school sessions, she said,
helped convince her this
plan wasn’t the right one. 

Not enough considera-
tion was given to the
youth in this Town who
are not in school and may
have fallen through the
cracks, she said, adding
this was a gap that needed
to be addressed. A good
plan can be found in
Markham, she said, where
the Board of  Education
uses their youth centre to
provide alternative cours-
es for kids that might not
fit into the traditional
school environment. 

“I am not content that
the vision of  this facility
will meet the needs,” she
said. “That’s my personal
view and everyone else
has expressed their per-
sonal view, and it is essen-
tially connected to the
design. It’s...more of  the
same – the things that
kids have in their schools,
in their high
schools...[except] we’ve
added a climbing wall. My
dissatisfaction is with the
design and it will not fulfil
what I think is a gap in
services.”

The space would be bet-
ter used if  aside from a
gym and a computer lab,
it would have things like
studio spaces – such as

recording and drama stu-
dios – and programs to
give students “a second
chance.”

“It was said by some-
one wiser than myself
that it takes a village to
raise a child,” she said. “I
think we may have num-
bers of  lost children in
this community and if
there is a gap to fill, it is
their needs.”

Councillor Wendy Gaertner

Councillor Gaertner,
who spent over a decade
running Hot Spot, a drop-
in centre for Aurora’s
youth, kept her comments
short and sweet, saying
Councillors Ballard and
Buck summed up every-
thing she wanted to say
far better than she could. 

The community has
been clamouring for a
youth centre for over 50
years. A youth advisory
committee was formed in
the 1990s and main com-
ments that came from that
eventually evolved into a
recommendation for “a
dedicated space for
youth”, she added, noting
this was not what the com-
munity is getting.

“I don’t believe this is
what the community
wants, I don’t believe this
is what the community
thinks they’re going to
get,” she said. “They don’t
understand the difference
between a youth centre
and a community space
for youth. I have been
advocating for a youth
centre for more than 12
years and...this is just not
the right thing for the
community.

“I gave up most of  my
Friday evenings for 18
years in order to support
youth. I don’t believe this
is the space the communi-
ty wants or needs and I
am going to be voting

against it.”
Councillor John Gallo

Councillor Gallo said
the fact Councillor
Gaertner, in her experi-
ence with youth, was vot-
ing against it spoke vol-
umes on the nature of  the
project. He agreed with
the rest of  the “no voters”
that what the Youth
Centre will not actually be
a youth centre. He said
there is a “very crisp dis-
tinction” between a “com-
munity space” and “dedi-
cated youth space” and
compared the project to
the Aurora Seniors’
Centre.

“If  we would have rec-
ommended to the Seniors
they call the place
‘Community Space for
Seniors’ I think you would
have had an uproar,” he
said. “Fortunately for the
seniors they are able to
advocate for themselves
and they would never have
allowed that title on their
building for the very spe-
cific reasons because they
wanted to use it primarily.
They would have wanted it
100 per cent for their use
and rightfully so.

“We’re here to advocate
for the youth. We have
‘Community Space for
Youth’ as the title of  this
project, in my view, for the
very specific reasons I
believe this is not going to
be 100 per cent youth space
and this is going to be
something very different.”

What’s necessary is to
“take a step back” and re-
evaluate the project, take a

“THE CLOTHES CLOSET”
(Operated by Trinity Church, Aurora) 

would like to THANK all of our shoppers who came to our store 

location downstairs in the Church at 79 Victoria Street, Aurora, in

search of “very reasonably priced” gently used (and sometimes

brand new), Men’s, Women’s and Children’s clothing, shoes, boots

and accessories, during 2012. 

Also, we would like to THANK all of our parishioners, and the 

residents of Aurora and surrounding area, for all of the wonderful

clothing and footwear and other needed items that you placed in our

“Yellow Donation Box” (conveniently located in our parking lot 

behind our Church and next to our “Yellow Rectory Building”) 

during 2012. 

Our store is run exclusively by “volunteers” and our puropse is to 

help make things a little easier for those in need. 

WE WISH YOU ALL A 

“VERY BLESSED HOLIDAY SEASON”

look at the programs
being offered, and come
back to the table.

“I don’t blame
Councillors who are sup-
portive of  this and take

the reports that were
before us as gospel,” he
said. “I, unfortunately,
don’t have that same level
of  confidence.”

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Established Since 2005

We currently
have 360 

Total Colours 
Available

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
“Wishing everyone a Happy Holiday Season”

“Yes”

seniors. The second option,
he said, would be preferred. 

Councillor Thompson
said that it is clear that youth
are, and want to continue to
be engaged and that will
ensure its success.

“Staff  have a plan, they
have a model for success to
address the needs, and they
have done it over and over
and shown that to us,” he
said. “I am also encouraged
that the youth are being
engaged in the decision mak-
ing process...[so if  there are
gaps or issues] they will
bring it to our attention to
ensure that it will be a rele-
vant space for years to
come.” 
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Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

“Keeping your dreams...safe!”
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OF OF 

AURORAAURORA

ROTARY CLUB 
OF 

AURORA
A Unique 

Opportunity
to own a piece of 

Rotary Park

Please consider purchasing 

a commemorative stone in 

Rotary Park 

Please contact
Greg Foster at 905-727-9613

for further information

Aurora’s 150th Anniversary celebrations are a go
By Brock Weir

Council approved a $220,000
budget for the year-long bash,
which kicks off  with a Mayor’s
Levee in Town Park, scheduled for
February 3. 

The program, which is designed
to celebrate both the four seasons of
Aurora as well as Aurora’s Past,
Present and Future, will include
four key events throughout the year
to allow as many people as possible
to take part in the festivities. 

The budget approved Tuesday
includes the hiring of  a project
coordinator to look after the logis-
tics of  the celebration. Going into
this week, nearly 70 individuals had
applied for the job. 

Having originally proposed a
$400,000 budget – which included
events both already planned by the
Town and uniquely commemora-
tive events – the $220,000 number
was devised after going through the
budget with a fine-toothed comb.

“We had surmised that cost-sav-
ings could be achieved through
partnerships and partnering with
existing staff-run events,” said
Alison Collins-Mrakas, chair of  the
Sesquicentennial Ad-Hoc
Committee, the citizen group over-
seeing the celebrations. 

“We’re really pleased that what
we hoped for has actually come to
fruition through the diligent work
of  [Parks and Rec Director Al
Downey] and his staff.”

Coming in to help offset the costs
is what the committee hopes will be
a $200,000 grant from the Federal

government for the celebrations.
Before the committee gets more
solid word on whether the grant
will actually come to fruition, they
needed a solid budget approval from
Council and that is what they got. 

Budget support for the
Sesquicentennial Celebration
received the general favour of
Council, although Councillor
Wendy Gaertner said she worried
about the price tag. She questioned
whether items, such as the two
events in the spring and fall that
had agricultural themes could be
combined into one, as well as the
$50,000 price tag to work with the
Rotary Club to partner on Dance in
the Park.

Rotary has long been the
provider of  Dance in the Park and
the idea, according to Mr. Downey,
is for Sesquicentennial organizers
to “layer” on top of  what they
already have planned – bringing in
a battle of  the bands for youth and a
top line headliner to draw in the
crowds.

“I was in the park last year and
there was a terrific band, but the
park was really quite empty,” said
Councillor Gaertner of  last year’s
festivities, which were held over the
Canada Day holiday weekend. “I
would suggest if  we’re spending
this much money to get a really
good band in the park that we
should really be trying to bring in
the people from the east side of
Bayview. 

“There are many people there
that don’t seem to know very much
about Town Park and the events in

Town Park and every effort should
be made to involve them because I
know it is not very well attended.”

Mr. Downey, however, said these
plans are still in the infancy stages
and the numbers presented repre-
sent a benchmark on what these are
likely to cost. Further sponsorship
to offset the price tag is still being
explored. The fall event, a multicul-
tural celebration will also be held in
Aurora’s eastern half  to ensure the
whole community is involved, he
added.

Although some expressed con-
cern over bringing on a project
coordinator as that was an idea that
was previously floated by Town
Staff  at Council and eventually
rejected, others were supportive of
the fact that the need was recog-
nized. Councillor John Abel, for
instance, said he was “pleased to
see the fine tuning” that has gone
into the plan and the recognition an
extra hand would be necessary.
These thoughts were shared by
Councillor Michael Thompson, who
has been an active observer of  the
planning as it has gone on. 

“Having had an opportunity to
sit in on the meetings there has
been a lot of  work and thought to
the events for 2013, as well as a lot of
a debate over the event coordinator
and they recognize they need some-
one to deal with some of  the
details,” he said. 

“It’s nice to see that upon a sec-
ond perusal through the budget
they have been able to reduce it a lit-

Continued on page 21

Skateboard Park slides into next year’s budget
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s Community
Space for Youth took a sig-
nificant step forward last
week with Council approval
– and it was also a good week
for the skate park slated to
go along with it as it was
moved to 2013 budget discus-
sions.

Councillors approved
going forward with includ-
ing the skate park in the 2013
Capital Budget last week,
pending a further report on
design options and costs. It
should be welcome news to
local high school students –
after all, it garnered a round
of  applause at St.
Maximilian Kolbe when it
was presented during con-
sultation on the youth space
– but there were some ques-
tions about costs.

Councillor Chris Ballard,
for instance, questioned why
$800,000 had been proposed
as the budget item, when
$200,000 figures were previ-
ously presented, but it was
unclear if  this was actually
the target amount.

Questioned by
Councillor Wendy Gaertner
on what exactly an $800,000
skate park would look like
compared to other skate
parks with smaller price
tags, Al Downey, Aurora’s

Director of  Parks and
Recreation, said these parks
can vary in price and
designs would vary accord-
ingly.

“What we would more
than likely come back to
Council with is different
scales of  parks so that you
can see what a $200,00 one
looks like, what a $500,000
one looks like, and what an
$800,000 one would look like,’
said Mr. Downey. “Certainly
it would be a skate park that
would have all the elements
that would be desired not
only for skateboards, but
also inline skates, and BMX
bikes.”

Council eventually
approved going forward
pending a further report
with $50,000 granted right
off  the bat to get started on
design concepts so
Councillors have an idea of
how much one could get in a
skate board at various levels
of  funding. Councillor
Gaertner, although looking
for a clearer picture of  the
scope, said she was con-
cerned about allotting
$50,000 for design work and
said she hoped it “comes in
much lower than that.”

“I don’t have any inten-
tion of  spending that much
money, but I haven’t talked
to a soul with regards to

what we could look at for
designs, so I am really
unclear,” said Mr. Downey.
“We’re only getting into con-
ceptual designs, not detailed
designs, so I am really not
concerned with even com-
ing close to this limit.
Anything that is left over
can go to the park.”

With potential designs
secured, Councillors also
looked at ways to offset the
cost of  the park, whether it
comes in at $200,000,
$500,000, or $800,000. A key
area most Councillors want-
ed to explore was looking
into public-private partner-
ships.

“I would like it to be free –
what a wonderful world we
would live in if  everything
was free – but I would also
like the best skate park you 
can visualize,” said
Councillor Evelyn Buck.

Councillor Paul Pirri
added that he saw no prob-
lem with partnerships or
sponsorship opportunities.

“I see no problem with
naming rights or advertis-
ing, especially on a skate-
board park,” he said. “I
think it is fitting and if  it can
offset our costs, I have no
issue with that. There are
lots of  skateboarding com-
panies I am sure would love
to expand into Canada.”

Santa brought some early
Christmas cheer to Hillary
House Sunday as part of
the Aurora Historical
Society’s annual Holiday
party. Sharing their wish
lists with Santa were
Avery and Riley.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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CALL TODAY FOR A FREE PROPERTY EVALUATION!* 

Brokerage

LENARD LIND
905-841-0000 • lenard@lhlindrealty.com

www.lhlindrealty.com

SERVICE WITH PROFESSIONALISM
AND THE LH LIND REALTY TEAM

Ontario’s only ISO 9001 : 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Value here!  
Investors/contrac-
tors – bring your 
business home!  
Renovated 2 
bedroom bungalow 
with 2 bedroom 
walk-out lower level 
“inlaw” suite with 
separate entrance.  
Large outbuild-
ings for storage 
or shop(s)!  Lots 
of parking too!  5 
minutes to Yonge 
Street! 

$499,900

23 ACRES!
HOLLAND MARSH DUPLEX!

JACKIE MARTIN
Salesperson

LENARD LIND 
Broker of

Record/Owner

ADAM LIND
Salesperson

MIKE LIND
Salesperson

EVA O’SULLIVAN
Salesperson

Quiet child-safe 
crescent loca-
tion! Premium pie 
shaped lot! Soaring 
9’ ceilings – open 
concept plan! Large 
LR – DR combo! 
Gourmet centre 
island kitchen with 
custom solid wood 
cabinetry! Huge 
bedrooms! 
2nd ensuite bath! 

sep. entrance from 
laundry!

$699,900

WOW! DEMAND NORTHEAST 
AURORA CRESCENT!  3065 SF!

Wellington Street East 
– Aurora’s gateway 
to the business core!  
Attention owner 
occupiers & investors!  
Exceptional quality 
medical and 

with 16 parking spots!  
Numerous uses!  
Large reception and 
principal room sizes!  
2 washrooms!  
R5-18 zoned!  Why 
lease when you 
could own!

$1,100,000

AURORA MEDICAL/OFFICE!  
CENTURY CHARACTER & CHARM!

4100 SF plus bring 
your inlaws to 
1500 SF beautiful 
2 bedroom suite 
in lower level too!  
Hardwood strip 

Gourmet kitchen 
w/B-I appliances 
& big bkfst bar! 
Oasis backyard 
w/saltwater pool!  
Knockout 
landscaping!  
Your ultimate 
move!

$1,288,888

SHERWOOD PLACE – NEWMARKET’S 
MOST SOUGHT-AFTER STREET!

Bring your business 
home! Paved road 
access! 3 mins, to 
HWY 27! 2000+ SF 8 
yr old bungalow! 
Open concept with 
bright professionally 

with in-law potential! 
Oversized heated 
double garage! 
Separate 3000 SF 
shop with 3 drive-in 
bay doors, 18ft clear 
height & heated 
workroom! Loads of 
parking for trailers & 
trucks!

$1,2
50,000

INNISFIL! 25 ACRES! CUSTOM 
BUNGALOW AND 3000 SF SHOP!

Immaculately kept 
and elegantly 
upgraded!  Gourmet 
updated kitchen 
w/top-of-the-line 
appliances & granite 
counters!  Massive 
fam rm “open” to kit 
w/gleaming hwd strip 

FPL!  Huge den 
w/FPL & vaulted 
ceiling!  Large 
bedrooms!  Master 
w/inviting ensuite & 
sitting area!  Quiet 
child-safe cres steps 
to park! 

$779,000

STONEHAVEN GEM!
POOL-SIZED LOT!

*SOME CONDITIONS APPLY.

“Like us” on facebook 
Follow us on twitter

      

Location:  
Second Skin Garment 

Company: 
 35 Royal Group Cres.  

Unit 11, Vaughan ON, L4H 1X9 

Closest Major Intersection:  
 Hwy 27 & Hwy 7 

 

 
 

Hours of Operation:  
Thurs. Dec. 6: 10am-6pm  
 Fri. Dec. 7: 10am-8pm   
Sat. Dec. 8: 10am-4pm 

Payment: 

Parking: 
 Please park at the 
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Gas & Oil Heating Equipment

Air Conditioners & Humidifiers

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.

www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

expires december 31, 2012* Valid at krown aiurora location only. cannot be combined with any other offer.

Krown is designed to slow down or inhibit 
corrosion on vehicles. It is evironmentally 
safe and can be sprayed in any weather. 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
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92 Berczy St., 
Aurora, ON
L4G 1X1
905.503.1647

“GIFT CERTIFICATES 
ARE AVAILABLE”

A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT 
IDEA FOR THE CAR LOVER 

IN THE FAMILY!

FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS

LET US LIGHT UP 
YOUR LIFE 

Canada’s Largest Choose & Cut Farm
Choose & cut trees, wreaths, garland & greenery. 
Santa Claus welcoming visitors in his home, 
magician, face painters, horse drawn wagon 
rides, bon fire and delicious country fare on 
weekends. Open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, weekend 
activities 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Weekend festivities 
begin Nov. 17th.

The Evergreen Store
Complete source for Home Décor, seasonal 
decorating and gifts. Open now 7 days a week!

705-424-9719 | 6635 Simcoe Road 56
RR#1 Egbert, ON L0L 1L0
info@drysdales.ca | www.drysdales.ca

15 minutes
from Barrie!

Weddings, Corporate  
Events & Gift Certificate 

Programs

Debate over alcohol expenses postponed until the New Year
By Brock Weir

The future of  whether
or not Aurora’s
Councillors and senior
staff  can or should be
able to expense alcohol
will be determined in
the New Year following
last week’s Council
meeting.

Councillors voted to
send the motion from
Councillor Chris
Ballard, which calls on a
review of  expense poli-
cies towards alcohol, to a
workshop session on
January 29 which will
encompass a wide array
of  expense issues. 

Discussions began
Tuesday with Councillor
Ballard introducing his
motion, in which he
argued the existing poli-
cy was “silent” towards
alcohol, an argument
other Councillors said
was inaccurate.

“My information from
senior staff  is we could,”
said Councillor Ballard,
noting he would with-
draw his motion to the
January 29 meeting
which was put on the cal-

endar earlier that
evening.

The withdrawal didn’t
come so easy, however,
with Councillors taking
the opportunity to dis-
sect various parts of  the
motion they disagreed
with, particularly the
argument that leaving
the door open to expens-
ing alcohol could be seen
as “encouraging” drink-
ing and driving. 

“While I agree with
the intent to improve the
[policy’s] language, this
motion as it stands now
is inaccurate and talks
about policies being
silent, the appearance
that we’re encouraging
drinking and driving,”
said Councillor Michael
Thompson. “We have a
policy and it’s not being
silent. I am not in sup-
port of  deferring this
specific motion until
that language is taken
out because I think it
gives the wrong impres-
sion to the public.”

While Councillor
Thompson called on the
motion to be deferred
until next month, it

became clear that poli-
cies – however indirect
—- related to alcohol use
were already in the
works. Municipal staff
met earlier that day and
continued through the
week working on the use
of  alcohol on Town prop-
erty, according to Town
Solicitor Warren Mar.

“It’s actually a larger
issue for Town Staff  and
how alcohol could be
used on municipal prop-
erty, so we’re looking at
that as an overall com-
prehensive policy in
order to respect that
alcohol use should be
properly controlled and
policies put in place to
restrict its use,” he said.

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe,
however, said that what’s
in the works from Town
Staff  might not be some-
thing that will address
Councillor Ballard’s
motion and suggested
that more information
could come from their
legal department related
to the motion at the
January meeting. 

With that information
in hand, it became an

debate on what to do
with the motion. 

“If  we don’t support
it, how are we address-
ing the issue?” asked
Councillor John Gallo.
“If  staff  is dealing with
it, then I am satisfied,
but if  they are not work-
ing on it, I don’t see any
harm with referring it to
the discussion of  that
time and having that
debate.”

A number of
Councillors, however,
were not content to move
one way or another until
language was “tightened
up” in the motion, par-
ticularly the fourth
clause stating the policy
was “silent” on alcohol
and the ninth stating
“the reimbursement of
alcohol purchases by
Councillors and Senior
Staff  may appear to
encourage drinking and
driving, which is not
condoned by the public.”

“I would be happy to
remove those,” said
Councillor Ballard. “It
wasn’t my intent to
accuse the Town of
encouraging drinking

Fleury Park “playhouse” rejected over flood concerns
By Brock Weir

It’s back to the draw-
ing board for supporters
of  the Fleury Playhouse.

Councillors rejected
an idea last week to con-
struct two additional ten-
nis courts at Fleury Park
and proceed with build-
ing a structure over the
total six courts for an
indoor, all-weather ten-
nis facility. 

All is not lost, howev-
er, as Council has direct-
ed staff  to work with the
Aurora Community
Tennis Club, the key pro-
ponents of  the plan, to
look at alternative loca-
tions for such a project
around Town.

Council’s rejection
was over the plan to ear-
mark $2 million for the
project and refer it to fur-
ther discussions in the
2013 Budget Talks. 

Of  primary concern to
most members of
Council was the feasibili-
ty of  the plan, upon
which doubt has been
cast by the Lake Simcoe

Regional Conservation
Authority (LSRCA).
Fleury Park lies in a
floodplain and the
LSRCA has said flood
depths in the area would
be between 1.7 and 2.3
metres, which is above
the levels currently
allowed for development.
The velocity of  the flood
waters would also be too
high, they added.

“Since the structure is
located in close proximi-
ty to the watercourse, it
would obstruct flood
flows and cause
increased flood damages
to other properties in
this area,” wrote
Beverley Booth of  the
LSRCA.

The previous week,
Brent MacKinnon of  the
Aurora Community
Tennis Club (ACTC) said
SmartVent technology, a
widely used method in
the United States to
lessen pressure on build-
ing foundations in the
event of  a flood, would
make the project viable,
but others disagreed.

and driving. It was mere-
ly to remind people of
the dangers.”

Councillor Ballard’s
motion as written was
defeated 5 -4 with Mayor
Dawe, and Councillors

Abel, Buck, Pirri, and
Thompson voting
against it. It’s referral to
January 29, however, was
approved 8-1 with
Councillor Evelyn Buck
the lone holdout.

An application, said
Mr. MacKinnon, would
have to be brought for-
ward for a hydrological
study and a decision
should be made based on
the findings of  that
study. Smart Vent
“changes the game” he

said. 
“It’s very nice to be

supportive of  visions,
and this is a vision,” said
Councillor Evelyn Buck.
“If  I had less knowledge
of  the function of  the
Conservation Authority,

Continued on page 18



I might be able to shelve what I know
for a fact, and go along with supporting
putting this forward to budget. I can’t
set aside what I know.”
After Hurricane Hazel, Aurora has

excluded almost all development on
flood plain lands, and this is now regu-
lated by the LSRCA. 
“If  there is any possibility that the

Conservation Authority will waiver
from their advice to you, that this can
never happen, I don’t believe that will
ever happen – for good reason.”
This was a view shared by

Councillor Wendy Gaertner who said
that while she would “love for Aurora
to be a leader in this, unless Council
feels [the LSRCA’s] mind could be
changed, I don’t see how we could pos-
sibly proceed.” For Councillor John
Gallo, who has been a long-time propo-
nent of  getting this on the table, the
comments from the LSRCA at this
point in the game were premature.
“Common sense tells me that if

there is a desire at Council to move to
the next step and have professionals
tell us, ‘yes you can’ or ‘no you can’t’,
we have to move to a hydrological study
and we’ll know without question,” he
said. “I have difficulty understanding
how LSRCA was able to determine that
without even an application to them.”
Comments from the LSRCA came in

a letter to Mayor Dawe, which was
included on last week’s agenda as an

add-on item. He said he wrote to the
body asking for clarification on some
of  the items brought forward the previ-
ous week by Mr. MacKinnon.
“It says in the latter, that the propo-

nents were advised that the develop-
ment is not feasible in the opinion of
the LSRCA,” said Mayor Dawe. “Why
was that not communicated with staff ?
Why are they not communicating with
our staff ? Perhaps there is a better
place for this, a better place in this
town to do this not in the floodplain.
Why aren’t we looking at somewhere
out east?”
Councillors defeated the motion to

bring this to budget with a $2 million
price tag 5 – 3 with only Councillors
Ballard, Gallo, and Humfryes voting in
favour. Looking to an alternate loca-
tion, however, remained on the table,
particularly for the east side of  Aurora
as suggested.
Although Councillor Gaertner ven-

tured whether there would be an oppor-
tunity at Stewart Burnett Park to com-
bine this with the long-discussed
multi-use field project at the park, Al
Downey, Aurora’s Director of  Parks
and Recreation, said what was pro-
posed for the playhouse would not fit
into a multipurpose field space.
Opportunities, on the other hand,
could be available just east of  the park
in the 2C land, with the preferred
option this be built in a “destination”
park. 

From page 16

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on 
achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

#201�-�16610�Bayview�Avenue,�Newmarket

PH:�905-953-0023�FX:�905-953-0023�

e-mail:�pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

1166 Gorham St, Unit 7
905-836-9091
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Three games, three losses – 
Tigers hit rough patch

By Janie Kuzmyk

The Tigers had three games in three
days, and unfortunately came up
empty, losing their first place division-
al standing. 
Their bad luck began Thursday as

they took on the Kingston Voyageurs. 
While the Tigers once again outshot

Kingston, goalie Charlie Finn rebuffed
Aurora’s attempts and the Voyageurs
took the win by a final score of  2-1. 
The first period was scoreless, but

Aurora pulled ahead six minutes into
the second period when Justin Nice
scored with assists from Dylan Wallace
and Taylor McCloy. Kingston didn’t let
them hold their lead for long though,
tying the game five minutes later on a
goal by Michael Casale, assisted by
Francesco Vilardi and Graham Yeo.
Kingston’s Yeo scored the winner two
minutes into the third, with help from
Josh Hicks and Casale. 
Though Aurora tried their hardest,

finishing the game with 41 shots on
goal compared to Kingston’s 29, the
Voyageurs still emerged victorious.
Friday was another disappointment

as the Tigers lost 3-1 to their divisional
rivals, the Newmarket Hurricanes. 
The Hurricanes were first to mark

the scoreboard with a short-handed
goal from Daniel Leavens, assisted by
Chris Chiste. Aurora responded with a
goal 36 seconds into the second period,
scored by Matt Andreacchi with an
assist from Robert Angiolella.
Unfortunately, Newmarket’s Calvin
Higley pulled his team ahead, scoring
two back-to-back goals. The first goal
in the second period was assisted by
Brycin Morrison and Austin Rigney;
the second was scored thirteen min-
utes into the third period, assisted by
Sean Walker. 
The Tigers couldn’t overcome the

Hurricanes’ lead, and couldn’t add to
the scoreboard for the rest of  the game.
It was a heartbreaking loss for the
Tigers, as the Hurricanes’ win pushed
them ahead in the divisional stand-
ings.
The bad luck continued for the

Tigers Saturday night as they took on
the Cobourg Cougars at home, and lost
3-1 for the second time in as many
nights. Even though they outshot the
Cougars 32-20, the Tigers once again
just couldn’t seem to get the puck in
the net. 
Cobourg opened the scoring, making

their mark in the last minute of  the
first period on a goal from Taylor
Gould, assisted by Cody Mintz and
Conor Carson. Gould kept up the
momentum he had going at the end of
the first, scoring his second of  the
game, once again assisted by Mintz,
pulling the Cougars ahead by two
goals. 
The Cougars scored once more

before the period was up, as Connor
Armour netted an attempt with help
from Dylan Goddard.  Aurora fended
off  the Cougars for the duration of  the
third period, as Jordan Brown of  the
Tigers scored with just 30 seconds left
in the game, assisted by Kory Kennedy
and Dylan Sikura. 
Unfortunately, the Tigers found

their fire too late in the game, and were
unable to overcome the lead Coburg
established in the first two frames. 
This weekend was a tough run for

the Tigers, as they saw their first place
divisional standing slip further away
with each loss. 
As The Auroran went to press

Monday, the Tigers were preparing to
redeem themselves and get back on
track that evening, scheduled to take
on the Cougars in Cobourg in a vital
rematch.

Options should be considered elswhere 
for Fleury project: Councillors 

Matt Andreacchi races
down the ice Saturday
night against the Cobourg
Cougars. They face the
Cougars again this week
after a triple disappoint-
ment.

Auroran photo 
by Janie Kuzmyk
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

HOUSE LEAGUE
110 Timbits - Vintage LA Purple:   3 - Nathan

Marincola 2G, Christian Rabito 1G, William Pare 1A.
107 Timbits - Nashville Silver:   2 - Shaun Belman
1G, Ethan Thomas 1A, Ryan Day 1G, Thomas Di-
moulas 1A.   

103 Timbits - Toronto White:   7 - Carter Gillies
4G 1A, Jacob Belisle 1G, Nathan Windle 1G 2A, Gavin
Veloso 3A, Griffin Lamanna 1A, Braeden Elgie 1A,
Ethan Walsh 1A, Ty Gipp 1A.  102 Timbits - Boston
Gold:   4 -  Max Bruce 1G 1A, William Dodd 2G 1A,
Christian Pisapia 2A, Adam Campagna 1G, Luke Heyt-
ing 1A.   

104 Timbits - St. Louis Blue:   9 - Devrim
Coskuner 1G, Lucas Dang 6G, Tyler Pridham 2G 2A,
Edan Kroi 2A.   101 Timbits - Calgary Red:   8 - Noah
Rayner 1G 1A, Andrew Mettel 2G 1A, Yiannis Skan-
deris 1G, Joseph Richard 1G, Lucas Reid 2G 1A,
Nicholas Ferrante 1G 2A.  

104 Timbits - St. Louis Blue:   5 - Lucas Dang 2G,
Cameron Venneri 2A, Stefano Deappollonia 1G, Tyler
Pridham 2G, Patrick Mikkelsen 1A, Nick Riddell 1A.
109 Timbits - Philly Orange:   4 - Jack Charbonneau
1G, Kane Poland 1G 1A, Owen Jacobs 1G, Ryan Med-
dings 1G.      

107 Timbits - Nashville Silver:   13 - Nicholas
Foundos 1G 1A, Ryan Day 1G 1A, Thomas Dimoulas
3G 2A, Graham Chiarelli 3G, Aidan Lindsay 4G, Julian
Fryer 1G 1A, Shaun Belman 2A, Scott McInnis 1A.
106 Timbits - San Jose Teal:   5 - James Vettese 1G,
Luca Graneri 1G, Niko Andrew 1A, Luc Warner 2G 1A.  

201 Caravan Kids - Calgary Red:   4 - Jordan
Sieber 2G, Jacob Madore 1G, Dimitri Iriotakis 1G.
Newmarket - Dodge Caravan -Armitage Construction
-Yellow :   2 

204 Caravan Kids - St. Louis Blue:   6 - Jakob Is-
real 3G, Luca Pugliese 1G, Ian Gage 1A,  Jake Her-
itage 1A,  Brain Constandes 2G.  203 Caravan Kids -
Toronto White:   4 - Colm Maceachern 1G, Brent
Davison 2G, Yi Wang 1G, Anthony Minichello 2A,
Matthew Ross 1A, Connor Fortin  1A.    

205 Caravan Kids - Pittsburgh Black:   6 - An-
thony Carbone 1G 1A, Tyler Leblanc 1G, Harrison Bal-
lard 1G, Zack Green 2G 1A, Charlie Akkermans 1G.
Newmarket - Dodge Caravan - McDonalds - White:
5 

402 McDonald's - Vintage Vancouver Gold:   5 -
Ethan Ritchie 2G, Luke Pignatelli 1G, Griffin Charnley
2G, Macisaac Eveleigh 1A, Jacob Roach 1A,  Marchel
Woods 1A.  408 McDonald's - Carolina Grey:   0 

403 McDonald's - Ottawa White:   5 - Matthew
Muxlow 3G, Warren Van Eeden 1G, Dylan Klein 1G,
Ian Hilgendorff 1A, Luke Parris 1A.  407 McDonald's
- Minnesota Kelly Green:   3 - Jackson Maclean 1G,
Brennan Powell 1G, Giancarlo De Appollonia 1G,
Christopher McGee 1A.   

410 McDonald's - Philly Orange:   5 - Logan Kid-
der 3G, Liam Sullivan 1G, Matthew Cowl 1G, Alexan-
der De Furia 1A, Ethan Mohamed 1A.  405
McDonald's - Chicago Black:   4 - Jackson Galbraith
3G, Sam Morin 1G, Dylan Shaban 1A.   

401 McDonald's - New Jersey Red:   3 - Gregory
Welsch 1G 1A, Caspar Timothy 1G, George Worth 1G,
Andrew Pearce 1A, Joseph Livia 1A, Nicholas Young
1A. 409 McDonald's - San Jose Teal:   2 - Jesse
Strom 1G, Corson Haywood 1G, Alexander Mascioli
1A.   

601 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr:   5 - Chris
Sands 3G 1A, Jacob Turriff 2G 2A, Kyle Kasak 1A.
604 Orr & Associates Insurance:   2 - Colby Harrison
1G, Daniel Babcock 1G, Carson Williams 1A, Kyle
Gillies 1A.   

605 Omar's Shoes:   4 - Jacob Cowl 1G 1A, Jack
Gauthier-Moulton 1G, Dylan Clark 1G, Tristan Floyd
1G 1A, Michela Venosa 1A,  Guiliano Iervasi 1A,  Scott
Rumble 1A.  609 Aurora Lodge #148 IOOF:   4 -
Ethan Satitkovski 1G, Kaya Caskuner 1G, Rony
Wahab 1G 1A, Brandon Urman 2A, Eathan Moulds 1A,
Dan Kerkkamp 1G.  

601 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr:   5 - Chris
Sands 1G 2A, Jack Weaver 1G 1A, Christian Ridd 1G,
Evan Bryan 1G 1A, John Dol 1G, Jacob Turriff 1A,
Christian Fermo 1A.  607 Crabby Joes:   2 - Michael
Kieffer 1G, Cameron Lang 1G, Aaron Preiano 1A,
Ethan Cohen 1A.   

607 Crabby Joes:   5 - Matthew Parkin 1G 1A,
Wayne Freeman 1A,  Michael Vivian 1G, Claudio
Basso 2A,  Aaron Preiano 1G, Cameron Lang 1G,
Carter Beacom 1G, Hunter Gilpin-Maier 1A.  606 Ben-
son Kearley IFG:   3 - Carson Venneri 1G, Peter Leon-
tis 1G, Matthew Winters 1G 1A.  

610 Rotary Club of Aurora:   8 - Andrew Hoogers
4G 1A, Andrew Pignatelli 2G, Mason Barone 1G, Greg
Gatzopoulos 1G.  602 Aurora Chrysler:   4 - Alexan-
dre Meunier-Geoffroy 2G 1A, Jack Viney 1G, Nathan
Smith 1G 1A, Nicolas Verbeek 1A.   

601 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr:   8 - Chris-
tian Ridd 3G 2A, Jack Weaver 2G, Chris Sands 2G,
Kyle Kasak 1G, Evan Bryan 2A, Christian Fermo 1A.
603 Optimist Club of Aurora:   4 - Quinn Bruckner
2G, Liam Patterson 1G, Brad Shennan 1G 2A, Garret
Kohler 1A  

808 Twirl 'n' Tip Yogurt Cafe':   4 - Justin Miller
1G, Ben Kissack 2A, William Morin 2G, Tyler Frise 2A,
Jordan Kagan 2A, Nick Stangolis 1G.   806 Backyard
Pool & Spa Co. Ltd.:   3 - Andrew Sutherland 2G,
Reese Crevelle 1G, Elias Pasani 1A.

804 Optimist Club of Aurora:   5 - Jack Dion 1G,
Noah Mayerlen 1G 1A, Max Bruckner 1G, Alex Tashos
2G, Jack Mayo 2A, Chris Aldis 1A, Brandon Hui 1A.
801 Diamond Groundskeeping Services:   3 - David
Townshend 1G, Trystan Macklin 2G, Michael Dowling
1A,  Aidan Burbank 1A,  Adam Wilson 1A.    

807 Crabby Joe's:   9 - Tyler Wilson 3G 3A, Jeffrey
McKay 2G 1A, Connor Tripp 2G 1A, Nik Seidel 1G,
Gordon Scott 1G, Hayden Edwards 1A, Liam Desouza
1A.  806 Backyard Pool & Spa Co. Ltd.:   2 - Jordan
Elliott 1G 1A, Shamus Quinn 1G, Lucas Bulmer 1A.   

810 Neuman's Puck Bandits:   6 - Nat Leontis 2G
3A, Nicholas Hatziolios 1G 1A, Michael Montesanti 1A,
Matt Barnett 1G, Zachary Machell 1G, Noah Murphy-
Sealy 1G. 802 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr.:   3
- Zachary Fletcher 1G, Christian Ramirez 1A, Sean
Mackrell 1A, Daniel Della Rocca 1A, Eric Shennan 2G.  

801 Diamond Groundskeeping Services:   5 -
Daniel McConnell 4G, Michael Dowling 1G, Brett Dia-
mond 4A, Liam Crone 1A.  803 McAlpine Ford:   2 -
Eric Trudell 1G, Troy Lane 1G, Harrison Ghazouli 1A,
Louie Simonin 1A.     

809 Manhattan Trophies Ltd.:   5 - Tyler Justice
1G, Riley Callaghan 1G 1A, Connor Gonsalves 1G,
Thomas Sauer 1A,  Chris Roche 1G, Collin Dyer 1G,
Josh Fallavollita 1A.  804 Optimist Club of Aurora:
2 - Cam Jackson 1G, Chris Aldis 1A, Alex Tashos 1G,
Max Bruckner 1A.   

804 Optimist Club of Aurora:   5 - Cameron
Bourne 1G, Jack Dion 2G, Alex Tashos 2G 1A, Michael
Lakkotrypis 1A, Chris Aldis 1A.  806 Backyard Pool &
Spa Co. Ltd.:   1 - Adam Vanderkolff 1G.   

809 Manhattan Trophies Ltd.:   6 - Josh Fallavol-
lita 3G, David Tonelli 1G 1A, Ryan Motezadian 1G,
James Freel 1A, Jacob LeBlanc 1G. 801 Diamond
Groundskeeping Services:   0 

802 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr.:   8 - Jake
Hatton 5G, Eric Shennan 3G 2A, Zachary Fletcher 1A,
Theo Meadows 1A, Christian Ramirez 1A. 808 Twirl
'n' Tip Yogurt Cafe':   2 - Justin Miller 1G, William
Morin 1G, Ben Kissack 1A.   

807 Crabby Joe's:   7 - Jackson Simmons 3G, Jef-
frey McKay 2G, Connor Tripp 1G 3A, Tyler Wilson 1G,
Kyle Woods 2A.  803 McAlpine Ford:   4 - Matt
Glionna 1G 2A, Tarek Koudmani 1G 1A, Louie Simonin
1G, Evan Knowles 1G, Devon Hope 1A,  Eric Trudell
1A,  Troy Lane 1A.     

911 Coldwell Banker Case:   5 - Russell Johnson
3G, Spencer Green 2G, Grant Kavanagh 2A,  Mitch
Carter 1A,  Aidan Woods 1A,  Michael Arcuri 1A.  912
Jonathan's:   2 - Nick Delzotto  1G, Josh Lye 1G,
Robert Ruscica 1A,  Michael Walsh 1A.     

905:   4 - Graeme McDonald 1G, Jeff Stobo 1G,
Lucas Marek 1G 1A, Joel Gouveia 1G, Andrew
Kaszuba 1A, Cameron Pyle 1A.  906 AHPA:   3 - Adam
Ashraf 1G, Jamie Wilson 1G, Peter McKerracher 1G,
Braydon Babineau 1A, Owen Nesbit 1A.         

904 A.D.C. Aluminum:   5 - Evan Jackson 1G,
Austin Waite 2G, Nick Scott 2G, Harry Riopelle 1A,
Tyler Abushinov 1A, Ben McGowan 1A.  903 BMO
Bank of Montreal:   2 - Derek Capone 1G, Austin Per-
saud 1G.  

902 Tile Master:   4 - Brett Bond 1G, Adam Petit
1G 1A, Alistar Johnston 1G, Domenic Fiorini 1G, Gra-
ham Robinson 1A,  Erick Bortolotti 1A,  Keith Jarvis
1A,  Kevin Wood 1A,  Declan Johnston 1A.  901:   1 -
Matthew Iwai 1G, Tyler Bundy 1A.

910 Neuman's Puck Bandits:   3 - Cole Baker 1G,
Austin Harvie 1G, Chris Sanita 1G, Max Brown 1A,
Noah Spicer 1A.  909 Inaria:   3 - Tommy Allan 1G,
Michael Liscio 1A, Tyler Hindley 2A, Matt Liscio 1A,
Parker Baile 1A,  Cameron Staples 2G 1A.  

911 Coldwell Banker Case:   7 - Paul Neophytou
4G, Michael Arcuri 1G 1A, Russell Johnson 1G 2A,
Spencer Green 1G 2A.    908 Laurion Law Office:   1
- Liam Coll 1G, Nathan Nealon 1A.

901:   5 - Brayden Beswick 1G, Michael Bitzos 2G

1A, Matthew Iwai 3A, Dakota Stone 1A, Alex Gouthro
1A, Matthew Walker 2G.  912 Jonathan's:   2 - Nick
Delzotto 2G, Leon Vizkin 1A, Chris Crisolago 1A.    

909 Inaria:   7 - Parker Baile 1G, Cameron Staples
1G 1A, Erik Balkovec 2G, James Johnston 3G, Jesse
Joynt 1A, Nicholas Steiner 1A, Tyler Hindley 1A, Tom
Mason 1A.  

906 AHPA:   3 - Jamie Wilson 1G, Adam Ashraf
1G, Gabe Oulahen 1G, Owen Nesbit 1A,  Braydon
Babineau 1A,  Nicholas Chethuan 1A.   

910 Neuman's Puck Bandits:   1 - Matt Sanita
1G, Gavin Patterson 1A, Kevin Willert SO . 913:   0 

902 Tile Master:   3 - Tait Snedden 1G, Alex Har-
rison 1G, Domenic Fiorini 1G, Graham Robinson 1A.
905:   1 - Andrew Kaszuba 1G, Graeme McDonald 1A,
Jeff Stobo 1A.     

907 Crabby Joe's:   4 - John Partland 1G, Brian
Langdon 1G, Josh Bell 2G, Alex McDonald 1A.  912
Jonathan's:   3. 

1003:   5 - Taylor Butler 2G 1A, Eric Bulloch 2G 1A,
Luke Leslie 1G, Jusin Mason SO. 1004 North York
Heating & Plumbing:   0 

1001 ATS Healthcare:   5 - Adam Durante 1G,
William Brogan 3G, Sasha Dajia 1G.  1002 Caruso &
Company:   1 - William Reid 1G.    

1006 AHPA:   4 - Nick Theodoropolous 2G, Luke
Pizzurro 1G, Justin Killens 1G.  1005 Continental In-
gredients:   5 - Ryan Baskin 2G, Eric Archibald 1G,
Chris Blumreisinger 1G 1A, Jonathan Hurtubise 1G  

REP LEAGUE
Tyke Select A.  Georgina  2    Aurora  1 - Lucas

Vacca 1G, Michael Ciaravella 1A. 
Tyke Select A,  Richmond Hill  4   Aurora  1 -

Matthew Lyons 1G, Callum Millar 1A. 
Novice AA,  Stouffville  7     Aurora  1 - Emmett

Ross 1G, Aaron Rose 1A.
Novice AA,  Stouffville  4    Aurora  2 - Daniel

Iwai 2G, Ayden Posa 1A, Tucker Kauffeldt 1A.    
Novice AA,  Kingston  3  Aurora  3 - Ayden

Posa 2A,  Emmett Ross 1G, Adam Rame 1A, Daniel
Iwai 1G, William Haines 1A, Tucker Kauffeldt 1G.  

Novice AA,  Richmond Hill  2   Aurora  0    
Novice A,  Innisfil  4   Aurora  0   
Novice A,  Barrie  2   Aurora  0   
Novice A,  Richmond Hill  3    Aurora  0   
Novice A, East Gwillimbury  4    Aurora  1   
Novice A, Orillia  5     Aurora  1   
Novice A, Orillia 7     Aurora  1   
Novice A,Innisfil 3   Aurora  1 
Novice A,  Aurora 5    East Gwillimbury  3
Novice AE,  Beeton  5   Aurora  4 - Ryan Blak-

ley 2G 1A, Dylan Vasilevski 1G, Ben Hilgendorff 1G,
Nathan Mochizuki 1A, Malcolm Parkinson 1A, Dave
Durbano 1A, Vince Russo 1A, Josh McLeod 1A. 

Minor Atom AA, TNT  4   Aurora  0 
Minor Atom AA,  Barrie 3   Aurora  3 - Anton

Sopov 2G, Ethan Belisle 1A, Michael Crowe 1A,
Ryan Catania 1G, Calum Ormond 1A.    

Minor Atom AA,  Aurora  5 - Ryan Catania 2G,
Anton Sopov 2A, Lucas De Palma 1G, Nick Giorgio
1G 1A, Gage Gonsalves 1A, Owen Papulkas 1G,
Michael Crowe 1A. West Hill   4    

Minor Atom AA,  Kingston  3   Aurora  0  
Minor Atom AA,  Whitby  2   Aurora  0  
Minor Atom A,  Aurora  4 - Gavin Loria 2G,

Dylan Andersen 1G, Ryan Weeks 1A, Matthew Reid
1A, Ayden Whilby 1G.  Markham  2 

Minor Atom A,  Aurora  5 - Dylan Andersen 2G,
Liam Taylor 2A, Jack Sutherland 2A, Ryan Weeks
1A, Ayden Whilby 3G, Ethan Solilo 1A, Jake McMil-
lan 1A, Matthew Reid 1A.  Innisfil  2   

Minor Atom A,  Barrie  2  Aurora  2 - Ayden
Whilby 2G, Gavin Loria 2A, Max Reeves 1A.   

Minor Atom AE,  Aurora  5 - George Rappos Jr
1G, Max McConkey 1G, Tyler Cox 1G, Hunor Kristof
2G, Riley Pearl 1A,  Jordan Dimatulac 1A,  Aidan
Quinn 1A,  Nicholas Petinarelis 1A,  Ben Charette
SO.  Innisfil   0  

Minor Atom AE,  Aurora  4 - George Rappos Jr
1G 1A, Tyler Cox 1G, Hunor Kristof 1G, Max Mc-
Conkey 1G, Jordan Dimatulac 1A,  Aidan Quinn 1A,
Riley Pearl 1A,  Luca DeCristofaro 1A. Barrie  1    

Minor Atom AE,  Auorra  4 - Hunor Kristof 1G
1A, Max McConkey 1G, Aidan Quinn 1G, Cayden
Visser 1A, Ryan Dunbar 1A, Nicholas Petinarelis 1G
1A, Jordan Dimatulac 1A.  Markham  1  

Minor Atom AE,  Whitby  1  Aurora  1 - George
Rappos Jr 1G, Riley Pearl 1A.

Minor Atom AE,  Milton   1  Aurora 1 - Riley
Pearl 1G, George Rappos Jr 1A.  

Minor Atom AE,   Aurora 1 - Nicholas Petinarelis

1G, Jordan Dimatulac 1A, Rory Callaghan 1A, Gian-
luca Pannozzo SO.  Pickering   0    

Atom AA,  Barrie  3   Aurora 1 - Anton Thomp-
son 1G.    

Atom AA, Markham  3   Aurora  1 - Ethan
Cameron 1G.   

Atom A,  Bradford   3   Aurora  3    
Atom A,  Aurora  4    Oakville 2
Atom AE,  Aurora  4 - Carson Tidd 1G 1A, Geof-

frey Wilson 1G, Jake Iwai 1G 2A, James Sproul 1G
2A, Curtis Manley 1A, Cole Nip 1A, Mitchell Weather-
all 1A.  Orillia  2 

Atom AE,  Aurora  5 - James Sproul 1G 2A, Car-
son Tidd 2G, Mitchell Weatherall 1G, Geoffrey Wilson
1G, Sean Haw 1A, Curtis Manley 1A, Cole Nip 1A.
Schomberg  2  

Minor Peewee A,  Windsor  0   Aurora 0 -
Hunter Wong SO.

Minor Peewee A,  Livingston  2   Aurora  2 -
Sam Ashton 1G, Alex Sandras 1A, Luke Jarvis 1G,
Colby Prymych 1A, Andrew Park 1A.   

Minor Peewee A,  Aurora  4 - Ben Liotta 2G,
Luke Jarvis 1A,  Anthony DiPietro 1G, Andrew Park
1G 1A, Spencer Morrison 1A,  Connor Thomas 1A,
Myles Vasilevski 1A.  West London  2   

Peewee A,  Aurora  6 - Brandon Vaughan 2G,
Connor Iwai 1A, Andrew Jorgensen 1G 1A, Peter
Chimienti 1G, Julien Aben 1G 1A, Anthony Capraro
1A, Jamie Stewart 2A, Jack Snedden 1A,  Ben Spittle
1G. Markham  2   

Peewee AE,  Stouffville  2   Aurora  1 - Colin
Windle 1G, Callum Gorrell 1A, Nicholas Vamvakaris
1A.   

Peewee AE, TNT  3   Aurora  2  - Ryan Jamieson
2G, Finn Reeves 1A. 

Minor Bantam AA,  Stouffville  2   Aurora  2   
Minor Bantam AA,  Aurora  6 - Mogan Frost 1G

1A, Greg Hoogers 1G, Jordan Torres 1G 1A, Ariz Bhi-
mani 1G 1A, Rhys Perry 1G, Collin McGoldrick 1G,
Matthew Minchella 3A, Brady Futterer 3A, Thomas
Wilson 2A .  Barrie   4  

Minor Bantam AA,  Aurora  4 -   Brady Futterer
1G 1A, Matthew Minchella 2G 1A, Noah Viitala 1G
1A, Jordan Torres 1A, Evan Barroso 1A,  Rhys Perry
1A. Newmarket   3   

Minor Bantam AA,  Aurora  4 - Mogan Frost 2G
2A, Brady Futterer 1G 2A, Jordan Torres 1G, Greg
Hoogers 1A, Brady Sarazin SO.  Markham  0   

Minor Bantam AA,  Aurora  4 - Greg Hoogers
1G 1A, Morgan Frost 1G, Jordan Torres 1G, Devlin
Kauffeldt 1A, Thomas Wilson 1A, Connor May 1G.
TNT   3   

Minor Bantam A,  Aurora   3 - K Rice 2G, T
Kostoff 1A, C Allen 1A.  Bradford   2

Minor Bantam A,  Barrie  2   Aurora  2 - E Pears
1G, B Langlois 1A, M Goldman 1G, M Kalmisto 1A. 

Minor Bantam A,  Aurora  8 - P. Wolanski 1G
3A, R. Carpenter 1G, J. Rusnell 2A,  J. Liotta 1G 1A,
J. Schmitt 2A,  E. Pears 2G 1A, M. Kalmisto 1G 2A,
L. Dane 1G, B. Langlois 1G, M. Goldman 1A.   East
Gwillimbury  3     

Minor Bantam A,  Richmond Hill  4   Aurora  0 
Minor Bantam A,  TNT  3   Aurora  1 - B Langlois

1G, P Wolanski 1A.    
Minor Bantam AE,  Markham  2   Aurora  0  
Minor Bantam AE,  Aurora   5 - Jack O'Keefe

2G, Curtis Romanchych 2G, Jack Camplin 1G, Eric
McGhie 2A, Troy Campbell 1A, Keaton Thompson
1A, Cameron Dyer 1A. East Gwillimbury  1    

Bantam AA,  Richmond Hill   4   Aurora  4 -
Zack Phillips 1G 1A, Connor Irving 2G, Evan Cheru-
bini 1G, Tristan Kuchar 1A, Jared Reeves 1A, Chris-
tian Arcuri 1A.   

Bantam AA,  Aurora  6 - Richard Hache 1G,
Connor Irving 1G, Michael Shum 1G, Jack Pecora
1G, Christian Arcuri 1G, Jared Reeves 1G, Cameron
Zinner 2A,  Graham Sanford 1A,  Ryan D'Antimo 1A,
William Stover 1A,  Zack Phillips 1A.  Georgina
Blaze  2.  

Bantam AA,  Aurora  2 - Connor Irving 1G,
William Stover 1G 1A, Jack Pecora 1A.  Georgina
1   

Bantam AA,  Whitby  6  Aurora 1 - Richard
Hache 1G, Ryan Coveart 1A.

Bantam AA,  Toronto  2   Aurora  1 - Christian
Arcuri 1G, Connor Irving 1A. 

Bantam A,  Orillia  3   Aurora  1 - Nicolas Pearce
1G, Cooper Hewgill 1A.    

Bantam A,  Markham  5   Aurora  4 -Will Ashton
2G, Cooper Hewgill 1G, Lucas Ruscica 1G 1A, Con-
nor Downs 1A, Ian Rucker 1A, Brian Suominen 1A. 

Bantam A, Barrie  7   Aurora  0 
Midget AA,  Aurora  4   Georgina  2 
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‘Tis the season for giving 
Give your loved ones and 

friends their own 
Personal Assistant 
for the holidays. 

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Carrier of the Month – Noemi Zima
The Auroran’s Carrier of  the Month

is Noemi Zima.
Noemi, a Grade 8 student at Northern

Lights Public School delivers The
Auroran to over 190 homes on Bowler
Avenue, Ostick Street, Steckley Street,
and Snedden Avenue each week.

“I like when there’s a couple of  hous-
es on the streets where people are stand-
ing out front and I like when I give them
the newspaper and they’re happy to get
it,” says Noemi.

Noemi signed up to be a newspaper
carrier in February and took on her
routes that spring and it has given the
budding artist and athlete a chance to get
out into the community and take in the
things she loves.

“Whenever I think about why I like
Aurora, I usually like how the communi-
ty is build, how there is a little river
down here, a lot of  nature, and I like how
there are schools close by,” she said.

While her school might be close by, it’s
going to be significantly farther away if
her high school plans come to fruition.

She’s getting ready to prepare her audi-
tions to make it into Richmond Hill’s
Alexander Mackenzie High School for
their drama and art programs. She is
busy drawing in her sketch book to make
an impression while waiting for her
monologue to arrive from the school.
With that, she will audition and go on
from there.

“I would love to become an actress
and I want to go there for the arts pro-
grams because I love it,” she says. “I usu-
ally watch movies and I just think about
what it would feel like to be in a movie
and act it out. Right now I am with
Marquee Theatrical Productions and
this is my first year. We’re doing a pro-
duction of  Legally Blonde and I am a
judge and a student.”

A triple threat in her academics, dra-
matics, and athletics – she practices high
performance tennis at Timberlane – she
seems to take everything in her stride
and is an asset to The Auroran as a carri-
er.

Congratulations, Noemi! 



tle bit.” 
But you can get the 150th

Anniversary Party started
right now! Students at all
Aurora schools are invited
to help design Aurora’s offi-
cial 150th Anniversary
flag! The contest is already
in full swing, so to find out
how to enter, please see the
Town of  Aurora notice
board on Page 2 of  this
week’s Auroran or visit the
Town’s website at
www.aurora.ca. There, you
will be able to 
download a template to cre-
ate your masterpiece.
Deadline for submissions is
December 14 and a decision
on a winner will be selected
December 18. The winning
design will be unveiled at
the Mayor’s Levee in
February and be displayed
throughout the year. Good
luck!
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From page 14

Next Courses start

(905) 726-4132
aurora@yd.com

®
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r 2-hour road test package (

three 45-minute lessons on a standard transmission vehicle (

- ABSOLUTELY FREE! -
Take both for just $99.12 (

December 16th
December 27th

HOLIDAY SPECIAL
AURORA

$500
napoleonfireplaces.com

Stone Road neighbours 
win parking battle...for now

By Brock Weir

Residents of  Stone Road
have earned a reprieve over
a looming parking ban on a
busy stretch of  the road.
Neighbours from the east

Aurora neighbourhood
descended on Council last
week to sound off  on a pro-
posal up for approval that
would have banned parking
a stretch of  over 200 metres
near Stone Road and Cliff
Road. 
In a report before

Councillors from Ilmar
Simanovskis, Aurora’s
Director of  Infrastructure,
“concerns from residents”
had signalled an issue
between Stone Road’s inter-
section at Cliff  to the north
side of  Holy Spirit
Elementary School. Issues
cited include restricted
sight lines on the east side
causing safety concerns for
both drivers and pedestri-
ans.
“To enhance the sight-

lines and safety for resi-
dents and motorists around
the bend of  Stone Road, staff
recommend that on street
parking be prohibited at all
times on the east side
between Cliff  Road and a
point approximately 230
metres south of  Cliff  Road,”
he said.
Residents, however, took

issue not only with the rec-
ommendation but how they
were informed about the
impending change. 

“There has been a dis-
tinct lack of  consultation
about this particular issue,”
said Ken Kosowan, speaking
on behalf  of  the residents.
“Notices were received by
us on Thursday, November
22 and today we are meeting
a mere five days later. Many
residents were completely
unaware this meeting was
going on. They were unable
to attend due to the relative-
ly short nature of  the notice
they were provided and that
is unacceptable to members
of  our community.”
Residents on the west

side of  the street were not
informed at all, he added.
“That is going to impact

those people greatly and
some of  those people are
indeed here tonight to see
this entire proceeding,” 
he said. 
When questioned 

by Councillors, Mr.
Simanovskis said that there
had been issues with the
notification timeline since
the current Council decided
not to re-instate the Traffic
Safety Advisory Committee. 
“There hasn’t been a

process for sufficient con-
sultation,” he said. “What
we have adopted is after
General Committee the
report is sent to the effected
residents, which provides a
week. I have some concerns
with that process and it does
demonstrate what can hap-
pen when concerns are not
adequately addressed. What

I would appreciate is the
opportunity to have another
look at this report and then
bring back a report with
some more effective consul-
tation.”
Notification, however,

wasn’t the only issue that
was a concern to the resi-
dents. Parking on the street,
they said, was not the most
important factor in improv-
ing safety but addressing
speeds in the area. 
“I have been a resident

for 11 years and while there
are concerns for safety, we
would say that it is speeding
along Stone Road,” said
Sharron Carras. 
This concern was backed

up by fellow resident Brent
MacKinnon as well as Mr.
Kosowan.
“We agree that safety is a

concern,” he said. “As men-
tioned, traffic flow is the
issue. This afternoon when I
had arrived home I passed a
car going at least 70 in a
posted 40. This had nothing
to do with a parked car and
in fact if  that parked car
wasn’t there it would likely
have been going faster. This
is a major issue and parking
is not the problem.
“Some have suggested

that perhaps a compromise
of  no parking from the
hours of  8 – 9 a.m. or 3 – 4
p.m. Monday through
Friday in peak times of  traf-
fic in these school zones
would at least be the lesser
of  two evils,” he added, pre-

Flag designs
due next week

While there is no snow on the roof – and certainly no fire in the furnace – construc-
tion workers put the finishing touches on the historic Petch House last week. With
the new roof installed and chinking begun, it is only a matter of time before 
workers tackle the interior. Auroran photo by David Falconer

senting Council with a peti-
tion of  reconsideration
signed by 23 Stone Road
neighbours. 
The motion was referred

back to staff  for further
review, meaning on-street
parking will remain – at least
for now through the holiday
season. Councillor Sandra
Humfryes also suggested it
might be time to revisit the
process and re-instate the
traffic committee. 

Library appoints new CEO for 2013
By Brock Weir

The Aurora Public
Library has appointed Jill
Foster their new CEO, it was
announced Monday.
Ms. Foster, currently a

regional director for the New
Brunswick Public Library
System, will take up her posi-
tion on February 4.
A graduate of  Simon

Fraser and Dalhousie
Universities, she has previ-
ously served as CEO of  the
Bracebridge Public Library
and the W.B. Lewis Public

Library in Deep River, ON.
“With a wide breadth of

experience, Jill brings to the
Aurora Public Library
demonstrated skills in strate-
gic planning, leadership, fis-
cal responsibility and com-
munity development,” said
Charles Levine, chair of  the
Library Board. “Her strong
relationship with stakehold-
ers will further the Library’s
role as an informational,
social, and economic driver
in the community.”
In a statement, Ms. Foster

shared her vision.

“My vision of  public
libraries is based on a com-
mitment to providing free
and equitable access to infor-
mation for all, and a belief  in
the power of  a public library
that is in sync with its com-
munity, acting as a true part-
ner in developing municipal
services and systems that
will realize the greatest bene-
fit to residents,” she said.
Ms. Foster succeeds

Louise Procter-Maio, now
CEO of  the Richmond Hill
Public Library, who left earli-
er this year.
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CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

905-751-0778

OPEN NEW  YEAR’S  EVE  DAY
FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Full catering services - big or small

905-841-4434
302 Wellington St. E. Aurora

 

15150 Yonge St. Aurora 
(Across from the Library) 

Open New Year’s Eve for Dinner

Book your 
parties 
with us 

Take out 
available

905-713-1600

Daily Daily 

SpecialsSpecials Specials 

Daily 

165 Wellington St. E., 
Aurora 

Blue PlateBlue Plate

HOLIDAY HOURS 
DECEMBER  24  7-3

DECEMBER 25  -  CLOSED

DECEMBER  26   8 - 2

DECEMBER   31   7 - 3

JANUARY 1   8 - 3 

  

 
 

 

Mon - Fri. 11.30 a.m. - 1 a.m. 
Sat. 5.00 p.m. -1 a.m. 

Sun. 4.00 p.m. - 9.00 p.m. 

Great Lunches at 
Studio Lounge 

16003 Yonge St.

905-713-6655

New Year’s
Celebration Party

EARLY DINNER

3 COURSE - $59.00 P/P

CELEBRATION 
DINNER & DANCE 
3 COURSE - $79.00 P/P

See Website For Details 
www.oaklandhallinn.com

Don’t Forget 
to 

Treat Yourself

Don’t Forget 
to 

Treat Yourself

DAVID WILCOX, DURTY CURTY & JESSE LABELLE 
Sat.Dec.8/12 For More Info Visit: IMPACTLIVE.ca

46 Dunlop Street W. (Formerly THE ROXX), Downtown Barrie

 Admission At Door = $45+HST Includes Donation To The Toy Drive
Must Arrive Before 10:00pm (Wilcox Showtime) Doors Open 8pm

BRINGING A NEW & UNWRAPPED TOY IS GREATLY APPRECIATED 

$10.00 OFF ADMISSION
Bring This Voucher To WILL CALL Doors For LINE BY-PASS Fast Lane EntryBring This Voucher To WILL CALL Doors For LINE BY-PASS Fast Lane Entry

DESIGNATED DRIVERS ARE FREE WHEN 
YOU BUY THE SMART PACKAGE!

Enter Online Promo Code: 

AURORAN
To Save $5.00/Ticket

Reg. Price $39.95+HST
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Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.

AASSKK UUSS 
AABBOOUUTT TTHHEE HHSSTT

15263 Yonge Street Aurora, ON L4G 1N5
Phone (905) 841 3760 ~ Fax (905) 841 5563

vandenboschejewellers.com ~ jvb.jewellers@yahoo.com 

Brunch with Santa on Sunday 
December  9, 16 & 23 from 9am - 3pm 

Book your Christmas Parties 
Holiday packages available 

Catering Available 

Mediterranean... & more!

CHECK 

OUT

OUR 

NEW 

MENU!

Mentorship in Motion, featuring artistic collabora-
tions between established artists and budding
artists facing challenges opens this week at
Timberlane Athletic Club. Founder Herbert Pryke,
pictured above with artist Ben, will feature in the
show as will (inset) Alex’s work, which she complet-
ed with Joan Armour.                         Supplied photos

Young artists facing challenges 
find outlet through art

By Brock Weir

Artist Herbert Pryke is more used to
painting colourful landscapes and taking
his inspiration from nature, but when he
found himself  painting The Avengers...well,
no one was more surprised than he was. 

His brush was bringing The Avengers to
life alongside a young mentee named
Michael. The younger of  the two hatched up
the plan to paint the heroes attacking a can-
cer cell. 

Aside from their love of  art, it was one
further thing both artists had in common.
Both Herbert and Michael had been diag-
nosed with cancer and the two of  them
worked together as part of  Mentorship In
Motion, an off-shoot of  Artcures Inc., which
Mr. Pryke founded following his cancer
diagnosis. 

Through Mentorship in Motion, local
area artists were partnered with children in
need to provide support to each other as
well as funnel their passion through paint.
The fruits of  their labour will be on display
at Timberlane Athletic Club this week, with
a special reception event on Wednesday
night.

“The concept behind the whole project is
to allow these kids an outlet, a way to do
some self  expression with some sort of
mentorship with an accomplished artist to
help them,” said Mr. Pryke. 

The idea for the program sprang out of
Mr. Pryke’s self-described “crazy imagina-
tion” five years after starting Artcures in
2007. That in itself  started as a one year proj-
ect with no intention of  growing to what it
has become. He realised, he said, how art
helped him through his own journey with
cancer and he wanted to share that what
other people. From there, the idea for men-
torship came into play. 

“If  we’re going to help people to show
how creativity helps us, why not get the kids
involved?” he said. “They’re going to grow
up and be our community and this is going
to keep it healthy.”

In this, the first year of  the Mentorship
program, artists were teamed with youth
battling such challenges as cancer, autism,
anorexia, bereavement, and a variety of
other challenges. Herbert and Michael, with
their shared challenge created “The
Avengers Conquering Cancer.” They sat
down and researched what a cancer cell
looked like and what eventually ended up on
the large scale surface was the virus flying
through the universe with The Avengers on
the attack.

16 year old Alex was paired with artist
Joan Armour on the project. Alex first got
in touch with Artcures through Bereaved
families of  Ontario York Region after her
father succumbed to metastatic sarcoma
two years ago. With Joan, she found almost
a kindred spirit as far as personalities are
concerned and Joan taught her more about
her craft.

“I liked getting to know her throughout
the process because through each session
we got closer and got to talk more aside from
the art,” Alex recalls. “It sort of  helped me
to know that I am not alone in this. Other
people in the program had different chal-
lenges, but just knowing there are other peo-
ple like me having a tough time right now
helps me feel a little bit better. 

“When I got to paint, whatever emotion I
was feeling before the session would just go
away after a few hours and I found that real-
ly beneficial.”

Together, they created a colourful depic-
tion of  an “Autumn Hillside”, inspired by
hikes taken with Joan around her home in
Oak Ridges. 

Alex will be on hand when the exhibition
opens at Timberlane this week. In addition
to speaking about their work, limited edi-
tion prints of  each artistic collaboration
will be available for sale. Money earned
through the sale of  prints will be pooled and
divided equally to each budding artist to
give to the charity of  their choice. They
have picked KC’s Cancer Cushion Fund,
Geneva Centre for Autism, Dramaway; the

Community Band honoured for contributions to Aurora
By Brock Weir

The Aurora Community Band
has come a long way since its hum-
ble beginnings in the summer of
2011.

The band, founded that year by
local musicians Greg Way and Gord
Shepard, has grown from a collec-
tive of  35 people upstairs at the
Aurora Cultural Centre looking for
a local outlet for their musical
prowess to over 50 members, from
teens to seniors, who are regular fix-
tures at events in and around the
community.

The rapidly successful band was
singled out last week by the Town of
Aurora as the 2012 Recipient of  the
Johnson’s Cultural Achievement
Award, which is presented to a
group or individual who has made
significant contributions to the arts
scene, locally and beyond.

“The band has since provided
our community with outstanding
and entertaining shows that not
only draw out residents from the
Town, but from across Ontario,”
said emcee Brian North in their
citation.

After the ceremony, Mr. Way
expressed how “humbled” the group
was to be honoured in this way and
the award was a testament to its
membership.

Membership and interest in the
band really formed by word of
mouth, Mr. Shepard told The
Auroran, of  the group which
reached out not only to fellow musi-
cians to the community at large
through the Aurora Optimist Club
and booths at initiatives like the
Aurora Farmers Market. 

“There’s quite a network in York
Region and there’s a community
band in Newmarket, Richmond Hill

and Markham so once word got out
there was a community band start-
ing in Aurora, there were a fair
number of  people who joined from
some of  those other community
bands who would have been Aurora
residents already, especially from
the Newmarket and Richmond Hill
bands.”

Comprising of  the traditional
concert band instruments from the
flute to the drums, from their initial
assembly last summer they played
their first formal concert that
December and filled the Cultural
Centre’s Brevik Hall with a sell-out
crowd.

Although they still rehearse at
Brevik Hall Sunday evenings, they
have turned to the adjacent Trinity
Anglican Church as a more spa-
cious venue for their performances.

From Mr. Shepard’s perspective
Continued on page 31

SickKids Foundation,
Bereaved Families of  York
Region, and the Canadian
Centre for Abuse
Awareness.

Individual prints are $40. 
“John has really gone

above and beond the call of
duty, and I would really like
to see us pack the club to the
rafters – not to eat all his
food, but just to support the
fact he has gone the extra
mile,” said Mr. Pryke of
Timberlane’s John
Ramsbottom, who has
organized the exhibition
which runs Wednesday from
6 – 9 p.m. 

The exhibition itself  runs
at Timberlane through
December 8, and will return
to Aurora on April 4, run-
ning through April 27 at the
Aurora Cultural Centre.



ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.
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Arts & Culture

motion, she said opening
up the process to every-
one “would be the most
suitable instrument to
ensure public facilities
are used in a fair and
equitable manner and to
the advantage of  the com-
munity.”
Civic Holiday Weekend

in Town Park has been
dominated by the Aurora
Jazz Festival for the last
four years. The Aurora
Festival of  the Arts
(AFA), the group behind
the Festival, cried foul
over the motion arguing
it was simply a move to
scuttle the Jazz Fest, a
Festival which has often
been at odds with certain
members of  the current
Council. 
In their eyes,

Councillor Buck’s motion
effectively ended the Jazz
Festival. Sher St. Kitts,
chair of  the AFA, told The
Auroran her group had
the understanding they
had the green light for the
2013 weekend and the ball
was already in motion to
lay the groundwork for
next year’s event. After a
couple of  weeks’ consid-
eration, she said the AFA
would not be placing a bid
on the Festival because
their bid would be evalu-
ated by the same people
that approved the motion
in the first place.
With the new criteria

in place, bidders will be 
evaluated on their list of
proposed entertainers,
vendors, community part-
ners, and experience with
similar events. Each cri-
teria will have an equal 25
per cent weight.
Speaking against the

motion last week was
Councillor Sandra
Humfryes, who initially
supported Councillor
Buck’s motion.
“This has transpired to

something I didn’t antici-

Theatre Review - The Last Resort

By Scott Johnston

“The Last Resort”,
now showing at Theatre
Aurora, has everything
you could want in a musi-

cal comedy; a well-writ-
ten script, terrific pac-
ing, clever songs, a won-
derful cast, and lots of
laughs.  It’s a definite
must-see.

No fence is preferred for next music festival
pate,” she said, noting a
motion should have come
forward starting in 2014
rather than next year. “I
will call it up to experi-
ence. I am still learning
and I will continue to
learn and hopefully learn
some new things I may
have thought and may not
have thought completely.
“I should have been

very strong in my feel-
ings at that time on the
impact on doing this
because it has caused
some disappointment in
the residents. The volun-
teers feel disappointed.
An excellent event has
potentially been backed
away from within our
community that resi-
dents have enjoyed and
volunteers alike. 
“I am sorry the Aurora

Jazz Festival has chosen
not to continue. I would
hope that they would and
attempted to put in a ten-
der because I think they
were in an excellent posi-
tion to do so. The motion
was not to preclude any-
one, it was to include and
promote inclusivity and
the way it has panned out
is what it is.”
The motion was car-

ried 5-4 with Councillors
Chris Ballard, Wendy
Gaertner, John Gallo, and

Humfryes voting against
it. 
Speaking earlier in the

evening, one resident
came forward to voice his
support for the AFA in
this debate with the phi-
losophy,” if  it ain’t broke,
why fix it?”
“Aurora Jazz Festival

and the community
enjoyed a highly success-
ful event for four years in
a row. Why change now,
especially on such short
notice? It takes months of
planning to organize
such an event,” said resi-
dent Peter Smith, also
taking issue on the fenc-
ing.
He said without fenc-

ing, the organizers would
have a difficult time in
recouping costs and the
deficit would have to be
carried by either the
organizers, sponsors, or
taxpayers.
“It seems apparent

that this whole fiasco is
nothing more than a
clash of  personalities
based on petty squab-
bles,” he said. “In my
view it reflects very
childish behaviour which
has no place at Council
meetings. We as taxpay-
ers deserve to be better
served by our elected offi-
cials.”

From page 10

Set at an inn in
Saskatchewan, it tells the
story of  Nick, a New York
restaurateur on the run
from the mob. Hiding in
the run-down hotel with

his police escort, his
paranoia increases with
every eccentric guest he
encounters, any of  whom
may be a hit man sent to
get to him before he can
testify.
Martin Buote is great

as Nick, a big city fish
out of  water in rural
Canada.  He’s constantly
looking over his shoul-
der, and his reactions to
events around him are
terrific. He also has
excellent chemistry with
Nicole Wahl, who plays
Angela, the FBI agent
tasked with keeping him
both safe, and calm.  
The remaining people

at the inn are a wonder-
ful collection of  charac-
ters.  Mark Haywood as
Freda, the German
widow (yes, you ready
that correctly) who runs

the inn is given some of
the best lines, and inter-
acts entertainingly with
each of  the various
guests.
These include; Sid and

Liz (Phillip Cook and
Marlo Alcock), a married
couple seeking some
time away from it all to
put some spark back in
their marriage on their
24th anniversary, Trent
(Brian Hargan), a poet
with both writer’s block
and an eye for the ladies,
and Julia and Jessica,
identical twins with com-
pletely opposite person-
alities, played by Lauren
Ferraro.
As with any good mur-

der mystery, things are
not quite as they seem,
and complications ensue,
resulting in the appear-
ance of  Inspector

Closely, the nearsighted
local RCMP officer,
played by Randy Kirsh.
Norm Foster’s script

highlights the evolving
relationships between all
the players, and is full of
surprises.  Coupled with
the highly entertaining
lyrics by Leslie Arden,
and excellent pacing,
there is never a dull
moment.
This is Theatre

Aurora’s best production
so far of  the current sea-
son, and definitely one to
see.
Evening shows of

“The Last Resort” con-
tinue at Theatre Aurora,
150 Henderson Drive,
December 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14
and 15 with a matinee
December 9.  Tickets are
available through the
box office at 905-727-3669.

The cast of Theatre Aurora’s The Last Resort are pictured here on set before their
show. Auroran photo David Falconer

Is it worse being on the run from the mob, or being stuck in hiding at a run-down
inn in Saskatchewan, and being forced to interact with a bewildering variety of
locals at “Brazilian night”? This is the question on the mind of the main character in
TA’s highly entertaining production of The Last Resort. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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It’s an Old Fashioned Christmas
Thursday December 13th, 12-4pm 

Have a tasty lunch and see authentic festive
gowns from the Victorian era and enjoy live Christmas music.

Holiday Pub Night
Tuesday December 18th, 7-9pm

Come and be merry with us and enjoy lively music. 
Wear red or green if you can.

Its almost Christmas!
Friday December 21st, 2-4pm

Come enjoy baked goods, meet friends and enjoy live entertainment.  

Join us for a host of Complimentary Events:

Must RSVP to all events. 
Please call 
or email Info@OakRidgesRetirement.com
12925 Yonge St.(just south of King Rd. on east side) 
Richmond Hill, ON, L4E 0T7
www.OakRidgesRetirement.comLake Ave.

Bond Cres.

King Rd.

N

Yonge St.

Sunset Beach Rd.
SITE

We wish you a very Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and lots of 
love, laughter, health & happiness. Hope to see you soon!

Join us for a host of Complimentary Events:Join us for a host of Complimentary Events:

Happy Holidays

NOVEMBER 3 – JANUARY 5
The Aurora Public 

Library presents: Tobermory
Remembered: landscape photog-
raphy by Simeon Posen. On dis-
play in the Colleen Abbott Gallery
from November 3, 2012 – January
5, 2013. Black and white land-
scapes printed from large format
negatives on silver paper power-
fully elicit contemplation of  the
essential, or the essence of  natu-
ral form. Posen is a landscape and
architectural photographer with
works spanning over four
decades. His studies in architec-
ture and stage design contribute
to his unique perspective- namely,
illuminating the intricacies of
the parts to express the structure
of  the whole, whether created by
nature or by man.

NOVEMBER 6 – DECEMBER 11
Eating Disorders of  York

Region will host an art program
with Amanda Di Santo of  the
Toronto Art Therapy Institute for
six Tuesdays beginning
November 6 at their Aurora loca-
tion (15213 Yonge Street, Suite 15).
The art program is designed to
promote a healthy and effective
way of  expressing ones’ self  with-
out necessarily having to be ver-
bal. In a safe environment, the
group’s participants will be asked
to engage in specialized art pro-
grams that can be completed at
the pace and with the creative
ideas of  the participant. No previ-
ous art experience required. All
supplies will be provided. Free. To
register, please call 905-886-6632.

NOVEMBER 8 – DECEMBER 13
The Hope and Inspiration

Peer Support Group with Frances
Carullo will be presented by
Eating Disorders of  York Region
(EDOYR) beginning November 8
for six Thursdays. The group pro-
vides you with the opportunity to
explore and freely share your
thoughts, feelings and experi-
ences of  having an eating disor-
der and concurrent issues with
others who understand, in a safe
and comforting environment.
Group participants will feel
empowered as they ask questions,
discover answers, and gain
insights together to help and sup-
port each other on their journey
to recovery. Group participants
can become role models for each
other, as they witness one another
overcome obstacles and make
progress in their lives. New par-
ticipants who are experiencing an
eating disorder will be able to join
at any time. Participants are
asked to commit to 4 peer group
meetings. Fee: $40.00. To register
and pay online, please visit our
website www.edoyr.com

/peer.html. For more informa-
tion call 905-886-6632 or email
info@edoyr.com
NOVEMBER 29 – DECEMBER 16

The Aurora Cultural Centre
hosts “the teachers II”, a celebra-
tion of  visual art created by York
Region’s school teachers. The
exhibition includes work by
Alexandra Bhatia, Luisa Capelet,
Krystyne Carruthers, Lori
Comerford, Michele deVries,
Michelle Doerner, Sabine Ellen,
Stephanie Geddes, Nicole Gillis,
Leslie Jones-Lissack, Katherine
Laco, Zavi Lerman, Will
Lottering, Josie Catalano
MacPherson, Kathleen
Middleton, Lee-Anne Moore, Era
Novak, and Michelle Van Nie.
Gallery hours: Tuesday –
Saturday, 10 a.m.  4 p.m., 22
Church Street, Aurora. 
NOVEMBER 24 – DECEMBER 24

The Salvation Army will be
collecting donations throughout
town with the Aurora Salvation
Army Kettle Drive through
Christmas Eve. Contributions to
this campaign will provide practi-
cal assistance to vulnerable peo-
ple in Aurora at Christmas and
throughout the year. Businesses
supporting the Kettle Drive and
the Tree Tag program this year
include Canadian Tire, both
LCBOs, The Beer Store (Yonge
Street location), Real Canadian
Superstore, Walmart, and Metro
(last two weeks of  December). For
more information on how to vol-
unteer for the Kettle Drive, call
Neighbourhood Network at 905-
726-3737, or Info Aurora at 905-727-
8214. 

DECEMBER 3 – 8
Timberlane Athletic Club

hosts the art exhibition
“Mentorship in Motion” in their

Group Exercise Studio and
Bistro. “Mentorship in Motion” is
a partnership of  six accom-
plished artists mentoring six
young students living with a 
challenge. Together, each team 
produced a collaborative piece of
art showcasing how creativity
can restore, repair, and renew.
Timberlane was a sponsor of  this
program and is one of  the loca-
tions where the original pieces
will be on display through
December 8.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5

Timberlane Athletic Club
hosts an Artists’ Reception for
the “Mentorship in Motion” exhi-
bition (See December 3- 8) tonight
from 6 – 9 p.m. to meet these
courageous and emerging artists.
At the event, signed and num-
bered prints of  each artwork will
be for sale with $40 from the pro-
ceeds being donated to a charity
of  each team’s choice. Selected
charities are KC’s Cancer
Cushion Fund, the Geneva Centre
for Autism, the Canadian Centre
for Abuse Awareness, Dramaway,
SickKids Foundation, and
Bereaved Families of  York
Region. For more information
visit artcures.ca/Mentorship
_in_Motion.html.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
Today, Aurora’s Downtown

Businesses present a Holiday
Open House – a festive day down-
town organized by more than 15
downtown businesses. Holiday
Open House 2012 features stories
for children, seasonal music, and
carolling, treats, crafts, and plen-
ty of  holiday savings. Drop by the
Aurora Public Library at 11 a.m.
for stories, treats, and a showcase
performance by singer-guitarist
John Lemme. From Noon to 1.30
p.m., enjoy “carolgrams” deliv-
ered along Yonge Street by vocal
students from Irele Ilic Stuio. At 2
p.m., join The Hillary House
Players for a musical afternoon at
Hillary House (tickets: 905-727-
8991). 

* * * * 
The Aurora Community Band

will host a Holiday Market and
Hope House today from 11 a.m. to
3.30 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural
Centre. Enjoy holiday classics,
unique local vendors and a one of
a kind raffle, all to support chari-
ty. Admission is free. Non-perish-
able food items accepted. For
more information, contact the
band at auroracommunity-
band@gmail.com.

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre,

22 Church Street, schoolHOUSE
Concerts presents David
Partridge in Postcard Comets. A
relaxed and enjoyable vibe awaits
with David’s special brand of
song-based pop spanning familiar
favourites and heartfelt originals
taking their musical cues from
rock to folk. Tickets, $15, avail-
able in advance or at the door; 8
p.m. start. For info, or to pur-
chase tickets call 905-713-1818, or
check www.auroraculturalcen-
tre.ca.

* * * * 
The Hillary House Players

present “A Canadian Christmas”
in the ballroom at Hillary House.
Be entertained with a showcase
of  stories, music and memo-
ries.  Performances at 2 and 7 p.m.
Tickets are $10 and include
refreshments.  Due to limited
seating, please be sure to pur-
chase tickets in advance through
the Aurora Historical Society
office: 905-727-8991. 

* * * * 
The King Township

Historical Society’s Annual
Christmas Concert takes place
this evening at 7.30 p.m. at the
King City United Church (50
Elizabeth Grove, King City). The
concert features the Voices of  Joy
choir with the Christmas cantata
“The Wise Men Saw The Light”,
in concert with The good
Brothers. Tickets are $20 for
adults and children 12 and under
are free. Light refreshments. To
reserve tickets call Eliane at 905-
841-4041 or Virginia at 905-841-
5048. For more info, including
ticketing information, visit
www.kingtownshiphistoricalso-
ciety.com. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
Amnesty International hosts

Write for Rights – a write-a-thon
today from 2 – 4 p.m. at Trinity
Anglican Church, 79 Victoria
Street, Aurora. Write cards to
human rights defenders around
the world. All welcome.

COMING EVENTS

ON NOW
Refreshments. For more informa-
tion, call 905-713-6713.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14
Aurora’s Royal Canadian

Legion will host its Annual
Christmas Luncheon Buffet today
from 11.30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Christmas is a time of  giving and
sharing, it is also a time of  family
and friends gathering. What bet-
ter way to celebrate the season
than bringing the gang to the
annual Christmas Luncheon
Buffet. Reservations accepted for
parties of  six or more. Drop into
the bar for your tickets and to
reserve your table. $15 per person.
Features a wide array of  salads,
chef  carved roast beef, creamed
horseradish and Yorkshire pud-
ding, roasted turkey, stuffing and
cranberry sauce, mashed pota-
toes with rich, creamy gravy, gar-
den fresh vegetables, pasta in
alfredo sauce, rolls and butter.
For more information, call 905-
727-9932.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15
Members of  the Evergreen

Choir, under the direction of  Dr.
Richard Heinzle, warmly invite
you to join with us in celebrating
the joyous Holiday Season at the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John
West Way at 2.30 pm. Our concert,
Merry Christmas Bells, will fea-
ture the choir, soloists and sing
alongs, with an intermission and
light refreshments. We look for-
ward to seeing you there, and as
always, children are welcome.
Tickets are now on sale and are
$5.00 for adults, children are free.

For further information please
call the reception desk at 905-726-
4767. 

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural

Centre’s schoolHOUSE Concerts
series presents David Partridge
in Postcard Comets. A relaxed
and enjoyable vibe awaits with
David’s special brand of  song-
based pop spanning familiar
favourites and heartfelt origi-
nals taking their musical cues
from rock to folk. Tickets are
$15, available in advance or at
the door; 8 p.m. start. For info, or
to purchase tickets call 905-713-
1818, or check www.auroracul-
turalcentre.ca

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre,

22 Church Street, presents A
Victorian Christmas Afternoon,
with sweets and tea graciously
provided by Newmarket-Aurora
MP Lois Brown, followed by a
professional performance of  the
beloved holiday classic A
Christmas Carol by the Humber
River Shakespeare Company.
Tea at 1 p.m.; theatrical perform-
ance at 2 p.m.. Tickets, $15, or $45
for a family pack of  4, available
in advance. For info, or to pur-
chase tickets call 905-713-1818, or
check www.auroraculturalcen-
tre.ca.

* * * * 
The Voices of  Joy

Community Choir will present
“The Three Wise Men Saw The
Light”, a Christmas Concert,

this evening at 7 p.m. at Bethel
Christian Reformed Church, 22
davis Drive (at Lorne) in
Newmarket. The choir, com-
prised of  members from Aurora
and Newmarket, will bring to
life the music and lyrics of
David Hoborne.  Free will offer-
ing. For further information,
contact 905-727-3290.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
The Aurora Cultural Centre,

22 Church Street, presents Paul
Neufeld’s Jazzy Family Holiday
Concert, with Juno Award-win-
ning pianist Neufeld accompa-
nied by amazing vocalist Quisha
Wint. Holiday standards and
some new favourites, all with a
jazz twist. Great for the whole
family! Concert 2 p.m.; tickets
$15, or $45 family pack of  4,
available in advance or at the
door. For info, or to purchase
tickets call 905-713-1818, or check
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * *
The Salvation Army

Canadian Staff  Band, the Voices
of  Joy Choir, and soprano vocal-
ist Katelyn Bird team up tonight
for Carols of  Celebration:
Glorious Christmas Musical
Expressions at 7 p.m. at the
Newmarket Theatre. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Community

Band hosts Sounds of  the Season
Concert for Charity tonight at 8
p.m. at the Aurora Cultural
Centre. The Aurora Community
Band performs at numerous

Town events and music festivals
throughout the year. They also
perform several formal concerts.
Tickets are $10 for adults, and $5
for children, students and sen-
iors. For more information,
email  auroracommunityband
@gmail.com, visit www.aurora
communityband.com or call 
905-717-3319.
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16

The Aurora PROBUS Club
will host a joint meeting
between the Aurora and
Newmarket clubs and Dr. Dave
Williams, CEO of  the Southlake
Regional Health Centre. The
meeting will take place at Seaton
Hall in Newmarket at 17995
Leslie Street, north of  Davis
Drive. Arrive at approximately
10 a.m. For more information,
contact program chair Bob
Staley at 905-727-5017.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26
The White Heather Pipes and

Drums presents their annual
Robbie Burns Night on Saturday,
January 26, at the Royal
Canadian Legion Branch 385, 105
Industrial Parkway N., Aurora.
Enjoy a wonderful evening of
music and dance along with a
dinner of  roast beef, Yorkshire
pudding, tatties and neeps, and,
of  course, haggis.
Entertainment by the White
Heather Pipes and Drums, and
Celtic Rock group Hadrian’s
Wall. Cocktails at 6 p.m., dinner
at 7 pm.  Tickets are $40 per per-
son and are available from band
members or at the Legion.
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The Wells Street School
Originally built as the Aurora High School in 1892, the Wells 
Street School was rebuilt in 1923, renovated in 1952, and retired 
in 2009. Today, however, there’s anticipation in the air as the 
building begins a new life as the Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts.

By

Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. © 2012 Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts. All rights reserved. 

w w w . w e l l s t l o f t s . c o m

$300'slofts from the low 

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK.COM/WELLSTLOFTS

· Heritage district. It’s never too late to go back  
 to school, especially when it’s The Wells Street  
 Schoolhouse Lofts – your new home in the safe  
 and friendly Heritage District of Aurora, right  
 across from the beautiful Town Park.

· Walking distance. Just a short walk to downtown  
 Aurora where you can experience great   
 shopping, dining, and loads of entertainment.  
 Or, if you prefer some big city excitement, 
 you’re just minutes from the GO Station and  
 easy access to Toronto.

· Rejuvenated building. After educating   
 generations of kids, the Wells Street School  
 doors are finally opening again. We invite  
 you to select from one and two-bedroom lofts,  
 some with dens, or spacious two-level   
 penthouses, all featuring your choice of   
 traditional or contemporary finishes.
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Brooke Harrison (right) and OPP Staff Sergeant Gary Mavacle were joined in Aurora
on Sunday by members of the Orillia Terriers Novice AE hockey team as they loaded
up donated hockey equipment for northern Ontario communities.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Aurorans honoured with Diamond Jubilee medal
By Brock Weir

Twelve Aurorans were
honoured for their commit-
ment to their community by
Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois
Brown Friday evening at a
colourful ceremony in
Newmarket.
Investing each recipient

with the Queen Elizabeth II
Diamond Jubilee Medal, the
recipients – 12 among 30
recipients from throughout
the entire riding – were
dubbed “ordinary, yet
extraordinary people” who
have made significant con-
tributions not just locally
but going to create the
Canada we know today.
“In addition to honouring

Her Majesty the Queen,
tonight’s ceremony is all
about volunteering,” Ms.
Brown told the audience at
the York Regional
Headquarters. “It is a fact
that without our volunteers
helping to make our commu-
nity a better place, we simply
would not enjoy the quality
of  life we have today.
“I consider these people

to be unsung heroes. They
do not seek accolades or
recognition – they simply go
about their daily lives in the
service of  others, wanting to
make our communities and
the great country of  Canada
what it is today – a better
place to live.”
Among the Aurora 

recipients were:
Alex Ansell 

Ansell, a past president of
the Optimist Club of
Aurora, was singled out for
his work not just within that
organization locally and
provincially and beyond, but
also for his passion for hock-
ey. 

Captain David Burnett 
Burnett was noted for his

14 years of  service in the
Canadian Armed Forces, cut
short due to blindness. He
went on to found a success-
ful technology company and
became a champion in
National Disabled Ski
Competitions and with the

Medal recipient Brooke Harrison had 
a busy weekend home from University

By Brock Weir

It was a warm, wet week-
end this Sunday as Aurora’s
Brooke Harrison stood in
her driveway as a fleet of
volunteers young and old,
from police to young hockey
players,  formed a human
conveyor belt to load up a
trailer full of  hockey equip-
ment. 
The collection of  hockey

equipment was the fruit of
months of  labour on the
park of  Brooke and her par-
ents, Gina and Dale. Ms.
Harrison, a long-time advo-
cate for aboriginal youth in
northern Ontario, is no
stranger to this initiative,
having previously been
involved in several collec-
tions and drives to improve
the lives of  her counterparts
up north. When organizers
of  The Native Project
appealed to the Aurora High
School graduate in 2012, she
had no hesitation in taking
on the challenge. 
“I think it is a great

opportunity to help,” she
said at the time.
But it was also a chal-

lenge taken on by the com-
munity. By the middle of
November donations were
such there was little room
for the family dog to get
around the house, let alone
the family. Doug Adair of
Rec Cycle and Sport, for
instance, took it upon him-
self  to sharpen all 208 pairs
of  skates collected at no cost,
and local hockey associa-

tions also heeded the call
and took on the challenge.
In all, 677 hockey jerseys

were collected, 101 helmets,
97 pairs of  gloves, 197 shoul-
der pads, 101 shin pads, 94
elbow pads, 192 pairs of
hockey pants, 116 hockey
sticks, 300 pairs of  hockey
socks, and 18 full bags of
other pieces of  goalie 
equipment.
In addition to this, 83

baseballs came in, 80 soccer
and basketballs, 40 baseball
mitts, 14 bats, seven baseball
helmets and a full set of
bases arrived in their living
room depot. 
Assisted by the Ontario

Provincial Police, with a
trailer provided by the
Anishinabek Police Service,
the equipment is en-route to
Pickle Lake, where it will
then be taken by plane to the
remote communities. 
It has been a busy week

for the Harrisons as they
welcomed Brooke back from
studying Social Justice and
Peace studies at King’s
University College at the
University to Western
Ontario. The Sunday morn-
ing load-up aside, she had
good reason to come home –
Ms. Harrison was named
one of  30 local recipients of
the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee Medal by MP Lois
Brown. 
She received her medal

in a colourful ceremony in
the Council Chambers of
the Region of  York Friday
evening. Just after the

medal ceremony, Ms.
Harrison explained the feel-
ing of  receiving her medal.
“There are so many peo-

ple in our community who
are doing great things and to
be among them is pretty
amazing,” she said. “I was
shocked. I was away at
school when I heard and I
couldn’t believe it was hap-
pening.”
Everybody awarded

Friday had done “fantastic
things” and she found hear-
ing the reasons for their
awards heartening.
“To know that every facet

of  our community is being
taken care of  is, in a way,
reassuring and that I am one
part of  that is really nice.”
Named earlier this year

as one of  Canada’s Top 20
Under 20, she is being men-
tored in her work by a mem-
ber of  the Order of  Canada
and she and the other 19
remain in touch actively
through Facebook encour-
aging each other in their
philanthropic and other
endeavours. 
Following the Friday cer-

emony as she prepared to
return to the family home,
she said “Coming home is
fantastic and to see all the
stuff  that has taken over the
house is kind of  overwhelm-
ing, but to know that it is all
going to a great cause is
worth it.”
Chances are, the recipi-

ents this week will be over-
whelmed as well – in the best
possible way. Continued on page 27



National Blind Hockey
Competition, all the while
staying involved with his
regimental association.

Jennifer Day 
Day was recognized as a

“truly unsung hero” in her
work with seniors. She has
always been, they said, the
first to help whomever needs
it, whether friends, neigh-
bours, or the senior down
the street. Indeed, seniors
are her passion, said Ms.
Brown and she continues to
work with the Southlake
Regional Health Centre
Foundation, Southlake
Village, Sunnybrook
Hospital and, more locally,
Our Lady of  Grace Church.

Art Hagiopian
Hagiopian has been a

long-time advocate for new
Canadians and was hailed as
a “shining example” of  the
strength they bring to the
community. His work with
the Canadian-Armenian
community for over 25
years, for instance, has
helped “foster a deeper
understanding and appreci-
ation for Armenians for
their new country and [con-
tributed] to our country’s
cultural and economic 
fabric.”

Brooke Harrison
Despite her age, Ms.

Brown singled Ms. Harrison
out as “exemplifying volun-
teerism at its finest” through
her founding of  the Youth
Advisory Council for
Toronto’s Philip Aziz
Hospice, her work for aborig-
inal children in northern
Ontario Communities, the
Native Project, raising
money for leukemia

research through cookbook
sales, and her work as youth
ambassador for
Neighbourhood Network.

John McIntyre 
The well-known local his-

torian was cited as a “natur-
al storyteller and teacher” in
his work to “tirelessly pre-
serve and share the history
of  our communities”
through the Aurora
Historical Society, Sharon
Temple Museum Society
and many other organiza-
tions. “John believes the sto-
ries of  those before us are
important to preserve as
they help to explain and cre-
ate the fabric of  our commu-
nities today.”

Stephanie Parker
Recognized for her musical
talents, she was recognized
for putting them to good use
through raising tens of  thou-
sands of  dollars for Cystic
Fibrosis research through
the charity concerts Life Is
Not A Dress Rehearsal. $2
from each sale of  her album
also goes toward finding a
cure for the disease.

Charles Sequeira
The president of  the

Aurora Seniors Association,
Mr. Sequeira was honoured
for his service as a commu-
nity volunteer, particularly
among seniors. His dedica-
tion to the smooth operation
and inclusiveness of  the
Seniors’ Centre as well as his
“long-range vision” and
“steadfast commitment” to
the group.

Bonnie Silver Kraft 
A mainstay in the

Canadian music scene both
as an artist and producer,
Ms. Kraft serves on the
Board of  the Aurora

Cultural Centre. She contin-
ues to teach at the Royal
Conservatory of  Music
while picking up many
national and international
honours along the way.

Jo-anne Spitzer 
An active volunteer in

local community theatre,
Ms. Spitzer was hailed as a
“go-to” volunteer in Aurora.
Aurora’s 2011 Citizen of  the
Year has “exemplified com-
munity service” both as a 40-
year veteran at Theatre
Aurora and other groups, as
well as advocacy in other
areas throughout the com-
munity.

Captain Kenneth White
Chances are you have

seen him leading
Remembrance Day cere-
monies at the Cenotaph or
any number of  community
occasions, but now this was
his time to be honoured. A
long-time leader within the
Royal Canadian Legion, he
was cited for being a voice to
Legionnaires and vets
throughout the province. 

Beverley Wood 
“Every church needs that

driving force, the unsung
hero who quietly ensures
that the support of  the disad-
vantaged are advanced with-
in the community,” read her
citation. Indeed, Ms. Wood
continues to give back
through the community in
starting what has evolved
into Welcoming Arms, pro-
viding meals and other assis-
tance to the disadvantaged.

Watch next week’s
Auroran for the continuing
series, shining a spotlight on
each of  these worthy recipi-
ents.
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MP Lois  Brown  &  MPP Frank  Klees 
 

aatt tthheeiirr 
 

Christmas Yuletide Gathering 
 

Saturday, December 8, 2012 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club 

 
4 Pinnacle Trail, Aurora 

(North side of St. John’s Sideroad, 
between Yonge St. & Bayview Ave.)  

 

LLiigghhtt rreeffrreesshhmmeennttss wwiillll bbee sseerrvveedd 
Non-perishable items for the food bank will be accepted 

 
www.LoisBrown.ca   www.frank-klees.on.ca 

905-953-7515               905-750-0019 
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Lois Brown recognizes Aurora’s Diamonds in ceremony

Community activist Art Hagiopian

Philanthropist Brooke Harrison

Historian and Teacher John McIntyre

Musician Stephanie Parker
Auroran photos by David Falconer
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APARTMENT FOR RENT

CONDO FOR RENT

THE AURORAN

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Sunday at 1 p.m., week of  publication 905-727-3300  Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest 
financial services companies
is rapidly expanding in this
area. If  you desire a 
dynamic career with 
excellent income potential,
call Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

50S, 60S, 70S FURNI-
TURE FOR SALE –
matched French provin-
cial love seats, chair,
Queen Anne-style sofa,
chairs, carved mirror with
matching sconces, pine
open dough box, Beattie
wash stand, floral chaise
lounge, matching end
tables and vanity with
marble tops, woven
kitchen chairs with match-
ing glass/teak table, maple
Queen Anne-style side-
board in great condition
with mahogany inlay, and
pair of  golden woven
tweed bucket chairs. Call
905-727-6497.

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for mature individuals to join our 
friendly team. 2 positions available. 

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings
Velicle needed milage paid.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

FT. MYERS BEACH
FLORIDA. December 15th
to Dec. 30th, 2012. 
4 1 6 - 7 2 0 - 1 7 5 5 .  
www.captainsbay.com

CUSTOMER SERVICE
REPRESENTAT IVE
highly needed by our com-
pany.  Applicant must be 
accurate, 18 yrs or older,
have good typing skills, 
speak English or French flu-
ently. Any job 
experience can apply. Salary
is $3900 monthly. 
Email:mikejarad022@gmail
.com if  interested. LUXURY APARTMENT

1 BEDROOM + DEN
close to Aurora Town 
Hall. $1400. Available 
J a n .  0 1 .  E m a i l :
ajay.linda@gmail.com.

CLEANING LADY
WANTED. Very particular
professional couple (no chil-
dren) living in Fairfield
Estates in King City, looking
for a cleaning lady twice
weekly. Must like (2) small
dogs. Must be very detailed
and willing to do thorough
cleaning. Must have mini-
mum of  8 years experience
cleaning private homes.
Must have reference. Please
email your resume and
introductory letter to:
Michelle at 
m m i c u l i n i c @
skilcornorthbud.com.
Immediate start date. 

The Innisfil Scope Newspaper is currently hiring for the
position of Editor. 

The editor will be expected to:
• Produce several bylined new and feature stories each 

week
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted 

for publication
• Take photographs
• Show proficiency at using social media, Mac 

computers, and QuarkXPress, InDesign, Photoshop and 
other programs necessary for the publication of a 
weekly newspaper

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

Qualifications:
• Diploma in journalism preferred
• Candidates should have experience working on 

the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

The ideal candidate will have a distinct 
willingness to cover both community 
events, local politics, and be able 
to work in a team-oriented
yet self-motivated 
environment. 

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates should 
forward their cover 

letter and resume to
john@simcoeyorkprinting.com 

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

EEDDIITTOORR

Lic. Truck & Coach Mechanic
JAMES DICK CONSTRUCTION LTD.

BOLTON LOCATION
Top wages for the right applicants.

Dealer or retail store experience preferred.
Day and afternoon shifts.

Year round employment, large fleet.
Competitive benefits.

Send resume to John Mathers
Fax: 905-857-9864

jmathers@jamesdick.com

I often wonder what influences
my fellow council members when
making their decisions.  Is it a
good planning application that
influences them and wins the day?
Is it a great new project brought
forward by staff  that is in the best
interest of  all Aurorans?  Or, is it
simply how many electors are fill-
ing the seats in the council cham-
bers?  I overheard one councillor
say to another on an item when
there were many residents in
attendance, “Why would they not
support that item? They will lose
all those votes.”  I guess for some, I
have answered my own question.

As for the tennis community,
and the recent decision of  council
not to move forward in the process
of  building an all season indoor
multi-use facility at Fleury Park,
the chambers were empty.  Short
of  Brent MacKinnon, Bill Ried
and other Aurora Community
Tennis Club members, it was not
looking good, if  the above theory
is true.  The attendees did not rep-
resent the vast community I know
exists.  

Let me go over the main argu-
ments against the plan: (1) a signif-
icant discrepancy between what
staff  indicated it would cost and
what the ACTC (Aurora
Community Tennis Club) said it
would cost, (2) uncertainty over
whether the Parks and Recreation
Master Plan shows a need for the
facility, and (3) issues with the
compliance of  LSRCA (Lake
Simcoe Regional Conservation
Authority) as Fleury Park is in a

flood plain.  
The first issue arose as a result

of  a staff  report that was request-
ed by a council resolution in June
to provide a “feasibility study” in
collaboration with the ACTC for
presentation and inclusion in the
2013 budget.  I highlight the term
“feasibility” because it was always
the intent to find solutions to
issues that inevitably will arise on
a project like this; the intention
was not to provide council with a
list of  why it should “not” be built,
but rather, how, if  council chooses,
it “can” be built.  

Staff  provided a 4-page report
with an 8 million dollar price tag
citing excerpts from the Parks and
Recreation Master Plan that, in
my opinion, had no relation to our
discussion.  Very little explana-
tion of  how the 8 million dollar
price tag was determined other
than it would cost $200 per square
foot.  It also cited a $150k yearly
operating cost, with no analysis
other than an estimate of  what the
dome costs to operate.  No return
on investment projections, no cost
benefit analysis, no income state-
ment.  It appeared to me very little
collaboration took place since the
ACTC requested the submission
of  their 25 page “feasibility
report”.  In it you would find cost
comparisons with the recently
built Angus Glen facility, an
exhaustive assembly of  relation-
ships with the Parks and
Recreation Master Plan, a work
plan and implementation sched-
ule, a cost recovery schedule, oper-

ating cost schedule, an analysis on
the “smart vent” technology to
address LSRCA issues, a proposal
from a contractor to build the
facility, a proposed solar panel co-
operative, and much more.  Their
estimates for the construction of
this facility were between $2-2.5
million.  Unfortunately, the coun-
cillors that were concerned with
this, did not take the time to ask
staff  why such a discrepancy.  

The second issue was one that I
too was concerned about: does
this facility conform to the Parks
and Recreation Master Plan?  If
you were not convinced by the
many connections the ACTC
made with the plan, I would sug-
gest that the tennis community in
Aurora and surrounding area has
changed significantly in the last 3
years since the plan was started.
The Glenway facility in
Newmarket has closed down,
there is a significant waiting list
for the Newmarket bubble, and
tennis has never been treated with
the capital dollars per capita as
many of  our other sports have; as
such, our current facilities do not
represent the need.  This is evi-
denced every summer by the
amount of  concerns that are
brought forward by the pubic.  If
the significant increase in tennis
players is not enough to convince
the skeptical, an indoor synthetic
soccer pitch was just converted
into tennis courts in Vaughan.  If
that does not speak volumes in
terms of  the rise of  tennis, I’m not
sure what will.

The third issue had to do with
LSRCA and overcoming this facil-
ity’s compliance with their regula-
tions.  Fleury Park is located in a
flood plain and any structure
needs to deal with this issue.  It
should be said that this issue is not
one that can be solved at the coun-
cil table.  It is one that requires
experts and plenty of  analysis.
We received a letter from LSRCA,
solicited by Mayor Dawe, that the
structure does not comply with
their regulations.  Anyone who fol-
lowed the Town’s request to recon-
struct the washroom facility at
Fleury Park would know this was
going to be an issue.  No real news
here.  ACTC came across a new
technology that would potentially
change how structures can be
built in flood plains.  It’s called a
“smart vent” and has been used
and approved by other conserva-
tion authorities on buildings in
flood plains. A Bolton Retirement
Residence is one example.  More
analysis to overcome this issue
needed to take place.

I put forward a motion to
address many of  the issues that
council could have.  It was crafted
in a way to allow for time to ana-
lyze, report back, and discuss
funding sources, and committed
no funds until a high degree of
confidence in the project was
achieved.  The motion was broken
into three parts: (1) bring forward
a budget on the construction of
two new courts at Fleury Park,
and a hydro G study to deal with
the LSRCA issue, (2) place $2 mil-

lion dollars as a place holder in the
2013 budget subject to further
reports and a funding source, and
(3) provide a letter of  support to
the ACTC so that they can apply
for a Federal Legacy Fund of  up to
½ a million dollars towards the
construction of  the facility.  Yes,
you read correctly, we lost the
opportunity to receive ½ a million
dollars towards this facility.

Perhaps one of  the most disap-
pointing things that happened last
Tuesday night was the lack of
recognition for the enormous
effort the Aurora Community
Tennis Club put forward as a vol-
unteer group for the betterment of
the entire community.  It was
never their vision to only expand
tennis in Aurora.  The impetus
was never “empire” building, but
social capital building.  The intent
was that the Town builds a facility
that would attract other sports
groups, seniors, artists, and activi-
ties such as theatre productions,
movies and much more.

I too am guilty of  not saying
“Thank you”, in particular to
Brent and Bill for their tireless
pursuit of  this vision and the
many obstacles that were thrown
at them.  Brent, Bill and all of  the
ACTC, sports fans, cultural
groups, seniors, artists, musi-
cians, don’t give up…the election
is only 2 years away!

Councillor John Gallo
Aurora

johngallo@johngallo.ca
Twitter: @_gallojohn

How does ½ a million dollars slip through our hands?
Advertorial

Not everyone 

needs your services 

all the time, 

but

if  you want 

to be there 

when they do... 

advertise in 

THE AURORAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
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Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN HOME RENO

DENTAL

ECO-LIMO 
Eco-friendly 
hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid or Prius Hybrid for your 
next airport or downtown transportation.  Very competitive rates starting 
at only $79.00. Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net     Website: greenlimousines.ca

(AURORA BASED) 

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

STONE MASONRY

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil Enhancement Iest & Disease Control P

StructurIee Pruning r T TrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTISoil Enhancement 

orcemental Reinfal ReinforcementStructur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTER

AUTO

ART GALLERY DRIVING SCHOOL PHARMACY/MEDICAL TRAVEL

CLEANERS

TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

WOODWORKING

WATER

BUSINESS SERVICES

CARPET SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

FUNERAL SERVICES

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

+

Tomorrow’s DRIVERS

Tomorrowsdrivers.com
905-940-9972

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insuredÊ/ est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work

Mike
THE WOODWORKER

* Kitchens
* Libraries

* Doors

705-305-7572
woodwork.magic@gmail.com

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs
49$ *

NEW Windshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*
*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)

www.transitauto.ca
or FREE

130 Hollidge Blvd., Suite B4, 
Aurora, Ontario

Hollidge Medical Centre 
Next door in Unit B6

905-841-5554
Compounding of 
Bio-Identical Hormone

IDA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

905-750-0008 Under New Management

Lowest Dispensing Fee In Town

Advertise
your business 
in this spot!

Call: 
905-727-3300 

for more details

Advertise
your business 
in this spot!

Call: 
905-727-3300 

15% DISCOUNT FOR SENIORS 

ALPINE PAINTING 
FRESHEN UP YOUR HOME 

FOR THE HOLIDAYS
FREE ESTIMATES 

CALL 905-251-0500

1-877-STONE-13

1-877-STONE-13

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
PLEASE RETURN PROOFED 

WITHIN AN HOUR 
OF  RECEIPT,
THANK YOU

905-729-2287
FAX: 905-729-2541

kvweekly@bellnet.ca

  Proofed and
  approved by 
  
  Date:  
  Date of insertion: Oct.10/12
  Sales Rep.: JD

  NTT       KTS     IS  
       CC      OC     SFP       

Elmbourne Landscaping
1x20 and 1x40

King, New Tec, Innis�l, 
Aurora

Orangeville, Caledon,
Shelburne

* SNOW REMOVAL * * SNOW REMOVAL *

HOME RENOVATIONS

*fully insured*

 416-576-0177
Alan Jacobs Home Renovations Inc. 

BENEFITS OF A 
REFINEOSOFT 
WATER SOFTENER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845
$100.     OFF00

 Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up 
 Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. 
 Easy e�ortless programming capabilities. 

ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS
160Wellington St. E. 905-841-3400
Hardwood • Laminate • Carpet • Vinyl • Tile

YOUR 1 STOP SHOP FOR

INSTALLATION AVAILABLE

We Buy or
Trade | Repair | Restore | Clean
Your Antique Furniture & Rugs

Elle's Art Gallery

15233 Yonge St., South of Wellington

905-503-6000

As we get closer to
the holidays the
one thing that

most people want to do
before the parties or gather-
ings at their house is paint. 

It may seem like a quick
way for the DIY’r to spruce
up their home before your
guests arrive. So with that
in mind, this week, I’m
going to explain how to
paint a room properly.

Now, if  you are going to
paint a room, the most
important thing you can do
is properly prep the room.  

It is crucial. If  you skip

this part, you’ll end up
doing twice as much work
for half  the results! 

First off  you want to
remove all pictures and
anything on the walls.
Seems kind of  obvious, but
you’d be surprised how
many people try to paint
around their paintings and
artwork – which is a recipe
for disaster. 

Then you need to move
all furniture to the centre of
the room and cover it. 

Now the fun stuff ! Go
around and patch any
holes, dents, divots, with

some joint compound
(spackle). After the patch-
ing has dried you can start
to sand. Now don’t just sand
the spots you patched. You
should sand the entire sur-
face, this allows for the new
paint to adhere better, but
will also make the finish
look professionally smooth
(the end product only looks
as good as the prep is).  

After sanding the walls,
the trims, baseboards and
any doors that are in the
room you will need to caulk
any gaps you see in the
baseboards or trims. After

all that, now we are ready to
paint! 

The first step is to spot
prime (you need to prime
any spots that you patched
as they will need to be
sealed or you will get flash-
ing (this is when you see
the spots through the fin-
ished paint job – and
believe, me – you ALWAYS
see it).  

After spot priming you
apply your first coat. After
the first coat you will light-
ly sand the entire surface
again (obviously after the
paint has dried) .Now it is

time to put on that finish
coat. And then voila, you
are done.

So that’s it in a nutshell.
If  you are ready to get a lit-
tle dirty and sweaty and put
some elbow grease into it,
then you will end up with a
finished room that you will
be proud of ! Now if  it
seems like a lot of  work and
time, well it is – so remem-
ber a good job is a job well
done!

Send your questions
into Anastasis@anastasis-
design.ca or on www.face-
book.com/anastasisdesign.   

ASK

TOM
Tom Mrakas

Preparation
goes a long way

POWER WASH

 
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water
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Clockwise from above: Michael Varcoe was presented with a plaque marking his 20 years of service to the Aurora Optimist Club by Councillors Chris Ballard and John
Abel. “Mr. Fix It” Emanuel Modena received the Good Neighbour Award from Councillor Paul Pirri. Toni Monaco, Rosemary DeSilva, Lorraine Hill, Silvana Croce, and Karen
Bender received their 10 Year recognition for their work with the Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society. Accepting their Five Year recognition awards from Councillors
Wendy Gaertner and Chris Ballard for their services to the Girl Guides were Katelyn Forgione, Ninette Genua, and Jennifer North. Recognized for their Five Years with
the Optimists were Tony Caceres and Diane Buchanan.

Auroran photos by David Falconer

Community Recognition Awards salute Aurora’s unsung heroes

By Brock Weir

Volunteers are the backbone, often the unsung
heroes of  any community, but Aurora’s volunteers had
their moment in the spotlight this week as recipients
of  the Community Recognition Awards.
Held at Town Hall Thursday evening, the event hon-

oured 59 individual volunteers and two community
groups, with awards handed out by Councillors during
ceremonies emceed by Brian North, Aurora’s Citizen
of  the Year. 
“The volunteers in our Town share a common

vision: to strengthen our community and to enrich the
lives of  our residents,” said Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. “A
volunteer’s commitment of  time, effort and caring are
some of  the most selfless things a person can do by
sharing their skills and life experiences for the better-
ment of  others.
“Your input to our community is so highly valued.

Your service to the Town and your generosity are most
gratefully appreciated. We’re a special community.
We’re a special community because we have residents
like you who give back.”
The award for Outstanding Achievement was

awarded this year to Nancy Black, who has continues
to serve Aurora’s Special Olympics athletes as well as
local seniors through CHATS – Community and Home
Assistance to Seniors.
“Nancy has been volunteering for several years and

has provided adults the opportunity to professionally
train for swimming in Aurora,” said Mr. North.
“Nancy started a small, local swimming program for
athletes with developmental disabilities and today the
Special Ducks Swim Club is now a member of  Special
Olympics Ontario.”
In addition to her work with the Special Olympians

and CHATS, she is also a volunteer lector at Aurora’s
Our Lady of  Grace Catholic Church.

The Optimist Club of  Aurora was named
Community Organization of  the Year. They were cited
not just for the longevity of  the club, but their pro-
grams for Aurora’s youth.
“The organization supports youth through dona-

tions that assist with camp programs, the Aurora High
music scholarship, Kerry’s Place and Theatre Aurora
youth programs,” said Mr. North. “This organization
has shown their love and support to this Town.”
A local “Mr. Fix It” was also singled out, honoured

with the “Good Neighbour Award”. This went to
Emanuel Modena who was dubbed a “model leader” by
Mr. North.
“He is always around to help attending to his neigh-

bours’ lawns when they are away or lending his car to
those in need,” he said.
Shelby Clark was the recipient of  the Youth

Volunteer award. Presented to residents 19 years of
age or older, she was honoured for her five years volun-
teering with the 20th Aurora Sparks, where she has
arranged food drives, planned meetings and “shown
excellent leadership, instilling values and life lessons
during her time with the Girl Guides of  Canada.
Currently studying at Brock University, she is dedicat-
ed to working with special needs children in the St.
Catharines area.
A relative newcomer onto the Aurora arts scene, the

fledgling Aurora Community Band, which was formed
in 2011, received the Johnson’s Cultural Achievement
award.
“It has since provided our community with out-

standing and entertaining shows that not only draw
out residents from the Town but from all across
Ontario,” said Mr. North. “The band has over 50 mem-
bers and has become part of  Aurora’s culture and com-
munity.”
Individuals were also honoured for various years of

service to a number of  community groups this year,

ranging from Special Olympics Ontario to the Girl
Guides of  Canada, and including the Optimist Club,
Aurora Food Pantry, Aurora Garden and Horticultural
Society, the Aurora Public Library, the Aurora Diggers
Girls Softball Association, and Info Aurora. 

They were:
5 Years 

Paul G. Anderson, Nancy Black, Diane Buchanan,
Stu Bundy, Terri Corso, Tony Caceres, Patricia Daley,
Monica Day, Sue Deacon, Cheryl Duckworth, Katelyn
Forgione, Ninetta Genua, Frances Gourlay, Dan Hale,
Judy Iannucci, Casey Jacob, Bill Jenkins, Sandra G.
Leonard, Patricia McDonald, Andrew Mitchell,
Jennifer North, Hillary Richardson, Sherry Salhani,
Juliana Scharli, Dave Simpson, Jane Stangl, Donald
Stevenson, Delfina Traxler, Larry Tomlin, and Lynda
Tomlin.

10 Years
Karen Bender, Silvana Croce, Rosemary DeSilva,

Dorothy Gummersall, Barry Hill, Lorraine Hill,
Kimberley MacSween, Ray Matsalla, Allan McDonald,
Toni Monaco, John Sargent, Helene Selemidis-Hill,
and (posthumously) Rose White.

15 Years 
Delia Bernardi, Tove Crockford, Cathie Freeman,

Mary Haberer, and Janice Witty

20 Years 
Shirley Binns, Suzanne Charlebois-bin, Diane

Schormans, and Michael Varcoe

30 Years 
Bobby Pandolfi

35 Years 
Marion Lougheed
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
THIS HOLIDAY, GIVE FROM THE HEART

As the holiday season approaches, why not consider a donation to  The Mikey Network, 

in lieu of a traditional gift? Let’s all help those who suffer sudden cardiac arrest have a second chance at life!

We would be happy to send a card to your friends and family  informing them of your donation on their behalf.

Now is the perfect time to make a donation to The Mikey Network.  All donations are tax-deductible.

Your contribution will be greatly appreciated. More importantly,  your donation will be put towards 

placing a MIKEY defi brillator, with the potential to save lives now and in the years to come.

mikeynetwork.com
Visit The Mikey Network’s website to donate today.

Please give from the heart and know that you can make 
a real difference this holiday season.

Thank you in advance for your generosity!

TO DONATE

SCAN HERE Charity No.87249 2004 RR0001

Proud mother has admiration for volunteers
the executive on their swim
club and worked for the
CNIB. “That’s just what I
thought I should be doing.”

Not knowing what to
expect during the evening,
she chuckled while recalling
her contingency plan in the
off-chance Mr. North asked
her to say a few words. Her
plan, she said, was to under-
score the importance of
young people like herself
volunteering...but then it
dawned on her that she had
been doing this for the last 19
years! 

When she and head coach
Hillary Richardson founded
the Special Ducks Swim
Club, they were simply look-
ing for a way to give back to
their community without a
specific goal in mind or a
particular gap to fill. Having
previously worked on
fundraisers for the Heart
and Stroke Foundation and
Big Brothers Big Sisters of
York, they decided to do
something different.

If  they hadn’t considered
gaps, one certainly made
itself  evident as the program
quickly filled up with local
athletes with special needs.
At the time there was no spe-
cific Aurora chapter of
Special Olympics Ontario,
but now from the Ducks,
they have four teams
–including basketball, golf,
and softball – with plans to
add soccer and bocce next
summer.

There was a very positive
reception to their programs
right off  the bat, she said,
and within their second year
they were nearly maxed out
in terms of  their resources.
With the help of  the Town
and St. Andrew’s College
they have continued to grow
and serve countless athletes
throughout the community –
30 alone in the original
swimming program. 

“It does sound like a
cliché that you get so much
more than you give,” she
said, underscoring the
importance of  the
Community Recognition
Awards in “putting the wind
back into some sails” for
local volunteers and organi-
zations. “I think that would
be the answer that everyone
in this room would say, but it
is true. You do feel better for

the Aurora Community
Band served to fill a gap
not only for Aurora musi-
cians who were playing
elsewhere, but also musi-
cians who were looking to
get back in the game.

“Some members may
have been in the band in
high school, or gone onto
post-secondary playing
music or being in a band,
and I think for many of
them it is just an opportu-
nity to play in a concert
band again because once
that seed is sown of  play-
ing in a concert band, I
think people miss that.
They may not miss it ini-
tially, but as life goes on.”

Family often puts a
damper on the time people
have to pursue their musi-
cality, so many of  the
Aurora Community

Band’s members skew
older or younger on the
spectrum, but everyone is
welcome.

“If  you really have a
passion for concert band
music and you have had
that experience in your
life, then you’re encour-
aged to come out because
there are people that play
on various levels of  our
band and it is a very wel-
coming environment,” he
said. 

To find out more infor-
mation on the Aurora
Community Band, contact
auroracommunityband@g
mail.com – or stop by one
of  their rehearsals at the
Cultural Centre to get a
feel for the band. They
meet Sundays at 7 p.m. 

There is also an oppor-
tunity to meet the mem-
bers firsthand this

Musicians Gord Shepherd (L) and Greg Way (C) were
presented with the Johnson’s Cultural Achievement
Award Thursday by Councillor Michael Thompson, on
behalf of the Town of Aurora.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Band hosts market and open house Saturday

Locally owned by Glenn and Mary Hammill 

696 Westburne Drive, Unit 4, Concord
(Keele St/Rutherford Rd)

905-879-0176
www.mackenziefireplaces.com

MACKENZIE
FIREPLACES
Gas & Electric Fireplaces Since 1990

— Visit our New Showroom —

Outdoor Kitchens and Living Areas
Outdoor Fireplaces and Fire Pits

Woodburning Fireplaces and Stoves

Have a
Warm & Happy
Holiday Season

doing it, so time is immate-
rial.”

As for Ms. Haberer and
her extensive work with the
guides, her mother Sally
had nothing but praise for

the organization and the
evening itself.

“I have the greatest admi-
ration for these people who
have given so much of  them-
selves for so many years,”

she said. “It is just amazing
and Mary gets as much as
she gives to the Brownies
and the Girl Guides. They
have been wonderful in
keeping her involved.”

Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Aurora
Cultural Centre as they
host a Holiday Market and

Open House featuring
shopping, treats, raffles, a
visit from Santa and, of
course, holiday music.

From page 3

From page 23
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