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11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com

Beverley Varcoe   905-727-3154 
Highly Qualified to Handle Your 
Real Estate Needs with Over 25 
years of Award Winning service!

Your Community Realty, Aurora 
www.beverleyvarcoe.com

BROKER, CRES, SRES  
Market Value Appraiser 

www.beverleyvarcoe.com
BRO
MarCall for a SELLER or BUYER package

Continued on page 8

Big help for small business.
Hunters Gate Plaza
6 – 14845 Yonge St
Aurora, ON L4G 6H8

T: 905.713.1632
F: 905.713.1633
store73@theupsstore.ca

Your locally owned The UPS Store® is here to help small business  
owners build their business, and make them feel like they’re not 
alone. Whether you need marketing materials, someone to sign  
for packages, or expert packing and shipping, we’re here to help.  
We love small businesses.

Visit us today to see how we can help.

Proposed 8.1 per cent 
tax hike criticized

By Brock Weir

The heat is on Councillors – and by Councillors themselves – to
reduce the proposed 8.1 per cent tax increase on the Aurora portion
of  your 2013 tax bill.

As The Auroran reported last week, Councillors are going into
this season’s budget talks facing a looming tax increase of  8.1 per
cent. At the end of  the day, this number is combined with tax rates
for the Region and schools to determine how much you will ultimate-
ly pay on your new tax bills.

Discussions over the 2013 budget began Monday and going around
the Council table, the 8.1 per cent figure – up from the previously
forecasted 7.3 per cent hike proposed last year – was roundly criti-
cized by members.

“The tax rate is extremely high,” said Councillor Paul Pirri.
“Drawing from one thing the province has done, I think we should all
consider a municipal wage freeze in some way. I think that is some-
thing we have to consider. It’s a tough one, but I am looking at this
budget and I don’t see a lot of  fat. I think the things that are in here
right now – surely we can cut a couple of  things out – but a lot of
them are mandatory, so you look at where you can [reduce] and that
is the first thing that comes to mind.”

Although Councillor Pirri said he didn’t see a lot of  fat to trim in
this budget, some of  the key factors that have lead to this 8.1 per cent

Continued on page 13

Alternatives to be considered
for Aurora’s federal split

By Brock Weir

How does Aurora-King-Whitchurch sound to you?
While the name might not roll off  your tongue, you could see it on the

ballot for the next Federal election...that is, if  Aurora Council gets its way.
It is little more than a week away, but when commissioners 

recommending splitting Aurora into two ridings in time for the next
Federal election open their doors to hear from the public, Aurora is going
armed with alternatives.

The Federal Electoral Boundaries Commission will hold two public
hearings next week in Richmond Hill to hear comments from the public
regarding their plan which drastically alters the electoral landscape the
across York Region. The Commission proposes splitting Aurora in two at
Wellington Street with Aurora north of  Wellington joining the reconfig-
ured riding of  Newmarket-Aurora, with Aurora south of  Wellington 
forming the new riding of  Aurora-Richmond Hill with the northwest 
section of  the Town below us.

The proposal has received widespread criticism ranging from Lois
Brown and Frank Klees, MP and MPP for the current riding of
Newmarket-Aurora respectively, as well as Aurora’s Mayor and
Councillors, and residents alike.

When the matter was brought up for Council debate by Mayor Dawe
last month, asking Council to take a position on the split, they were 
largely in favour of  keeping Aurora united as a Federal riding.

How they wanted to go about that, however, was another story. They

Real estate agent Bill Jenkins of York Group Realty Brokerage was named Aurora’s 2012 Business
Person of the Year by the Aurora Chamber of Commerce in a ceremony Thursday in Kettleby. Area
businesses were honoured for their achievements in retail, manufacturing, personal and public
services, hospitality, and their work in the non-profit sector. Businesses were also singled out for
their longevity, honoured for 25 and 50 years of business in Town. Please see pages 22 and 23.

Auroran photo by David Falconer



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
2012 Aurora’s Ribfest

The 2012 Aurora’s Ribfest was a huge success, enjoyed 
by more than 20,000 attendees. In addition to the tasty 
food and great entertainment, the following awards were 
presented:

Aurora’s Got Talent Results

1st Place: Bianca Corrado

1st Runner Up: Samantha Ryan

Rib Teams Results

Best Chicken: Bibbs BBQ, Naples, Florida

Best Pulled Pork: Bibbs BBQ, Naples, Florida

Best Sauce: Bone Daddy’s, Fort Erie, Ontario

Best Ribs: Uncle Sam’s, Albuquerque, New Mexico

People’s Choice: Ribs Royale, Nevada, Las Vegas

The live entertainment and activities offered throughout the 
event were made possible with the generous support of:

Aurora Chrysler

Investors Group

Motion in Life Chiropractic

RONA

State Farm

Special thanks to The Aurora Rotary Club and the countless 
volunteers who helped make this great event possible!
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING
 
Skylight Gallery artist for October

During the month of October, the Skylight Gallery will be 
featuring the artwork of Henna Kim.

Henna Kim’s paintings capture the spiritual side of human 
perception, such as emotion, intuition, memory and thought 
that is manifested through everyday life. As an artist, her 
goal is to understand viewers through her artwork. Kim 
believes her work offers therapeutic properties and spiritual 
comfort for viewers.
Regular viewing times are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
to Friday, 3rd floor, Aurora Town Hall.

Dinner and a Movie 
The Lorax 

Where: Aurora Public Library

When:  Saturday, October 13 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Rating: Rated G 

Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds

Price: Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.

For more information, please call 905-726-4760. 
 

Central York Fire Services 
annual Open House

Join your local firefighters at the 
Central York Fire Services annual Open 
House on Saturday, October 13 at  
1344 Wellington Street from  
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Check out the fire trucks, ride the Tim Horton’s Express 
train, participate in games and activities, watch firefighter 
demonstrations, get important fire safety tips and learn how 
to prepare for emergencies. 

Firefighters will be serving popcorn and refreshments. 
Donations will be accepted with all proceeds directed to 
Camp BUCKO: BUrn Camp for Kids in Ontario.

Please note, parking will only be available at the Stronach 
Recreation Complex and a shuttle bus service will be 
provided.

For more information, please visit www.cyfs.ca 

Evening hours by appointment program

Are you a homeowner or contractor in need of a permit for 
a home renovation project? Can’t make it during regular 
business hours? The Town of Aurora is offering extended 
hours by appointment on Thursday, October 18. Book your 
appointment today for a quick, “one-stop-shop” permit 
process. Call 905-727-3123 ext. 4390, 4394 or 4388 or 
email building@aurora.ca

The Evening Hours by Appointment 
Program allows for review of projects 
that qualify under the Town’s 
Residential Express Permit Program. 
For information on projects that 
qualify, please visit www.aurora.ca/REPP

Appointments take place at Town Hall in the Building 
Services department (3rd floor). For more information, 
please visit www.aurora.ca/buildingservices 
 
Town of Aurora considering new Fees and 
Charges By-law

The Town of Aurora will be considering the adoption of the 
new Fees and Charges By-law for 2013 (By-law Number 
5455-12) at the Council meeting on Tuesday, October 23 
at 7 p.m.  

The report regarding the Fees and Charges By-law, Report 
No. CFS12-033 will be presented at the General Committee 
Meeting on Tuesday, October 16.

To view the agenda for the meetings, please visit  
www.aurora.ca/agendasminutes

For more information, please call Laura Sheardown,  
Cash Flow and Investment Coordinator/Financial Analyst  
at 905-727-3123 ext. 4136. 
 
Aurora Collective Artists (ACA) 18th Annual  
Art Show and Sale

Residents and visitors are invited to the Aurora Collective 
Artists 18th annual Art Show and Sale on Saturday, 
October 27 at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Admission is free 
and refreshments will be served. Everyone is invited to come 
out and meet the artists! For more information, please call 
905-726-4767.

Anoth� �citing event
br�ght to y� by

 

Calling all ghosts, goblins and friendly monsters!

There is one trail for little goblins and one for those not 
faint of heart!

 
 

Beginning October 5 for Residents. 
Beginning October 12 for Non-Residents. 
$4 per person. Only sold in advanced.

 
Service provided from the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
to Sheppard’s Bush. 
Crafts and activities at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex.

*We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities that are listed on our promotional material.

Call 905-726-4762 or visit 
www. aurora.ca for more 

information on this event! 

Event 
Sp�s�

AURORA FAMILY 
LEISURE COMPLEX  

(SHUTTLE 
BUS LOCATION)

SHEPPARD’S 
BUSH

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

Are you prepared for an emergency or disaster?
Don’t be scared. Be prepared.

Be prepared for a variety of weather or civil related emergencies by 
knowing the different types of risks, making a household emergency plan 
and assembling an emergency survival kit. 

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/emergencypreparedness

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
 
Tuesday, October 9  7 p.m.  Council
Thursday, October 11  7 p.m.  Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee
Thursday, October 11  7 p.m.  Economic Development Advisory Committee
Thursday, October 11  7:30 p.m.  Committee of Adjustment
Monday, October 15  7 p.m.  Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, October 16  7 p.m.  General Committee
Wednesday, October 17 7 p.m.  Aurora Public Library Board
Friday, October 19  10 a.m.  Trails and Active Transportation Committee

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

REMINDERS 
 
Municipal street tree block pruning

Residents are advised that municipal street tree block pruning will begin in October 
and continue through to December. For a complete list of streets, please visit the 
front page of the Town’s website at www.aurora.ca

If you have any questions, please contact the Parks & Recreation Services 
department at 905-727-3123 ext. 3223.

Club Aurora Fitness Centre

Club Aurora Fitness Centre staff invite residents and visitors to experience their 
revitalized facility, complete with new equipment, programs and fresh new look. 
Club Aurora offers a variety of fitness and wellness programs that promote an 
active and healthy lifestyle for people of all ages including new programs for  
the fall.

For more information about Club Aurora Fitness Centre, including memberships 
and new features, please contact Fitness Programmer, Diana Dawson or  
Fitness Programmer, Wayne DeRyck at 905-726-4764 or visit  
www.aurora.ca/fitness

RESIDENTIALEXPRESS
P e r m i t  P r o g r a m
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Briefly

FIRST RESPONDERS 
DAY ENDORSED

First Responders Day has been approved by the Ontario
Legislature. The annual day set aside to honour firefighters, 
paramedics, and other emergency workers was approved by MPPs
last week with the support of  all parties. The initiative, spear-
headed by Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees, was passed
Thursday and with this approval First Responders Day will be
marked on May 1. Shortly after its approval, First Responders Day
received the ringing endorsement of  the Ontario Paramedic
Association. “We are extremely pleased with an annual occasion
for paramedics and other emergency responders to be acknowl-
edged by the Legislature and communities across the province,”
said Association President Rob Theriault in a statement.
“Paramedics play an integral role in the provision of  health care
in our province, responding to literally millions of  calls every
year. With over 10,000 paramedics in Ontario, this step in recog-
nizing the efforts of  emergency responders will not go unnoticed
in our community.”

“LOSERS” MAKE WINNERS 
OF FOOD PANTRY

Last week we reported on the “Biggest Loser” challenge
undertaken by employees of  Aurora’s GenPak plant. At the time,
the employees were in the midst of  seeing which team could lose
the most weight by mid-November. That week, however, had the
added challenge of  seeing how much food could be raised by par-
ticipants for the Aurora Food Pantry. At press time, just over 1,300
pounds of  non-perishables had been collected, but when all was
said and done, the “Losers” had brought in a whopping 1,823
pounds for the local charity.
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REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

Home Owners helping homeowners

For Insider Promotions 

While supplies last!

YARD WASTE BAGS
Only  169$
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3 1/4” x 3/4”        #2277-789

Reg. $2.49

FEATURE

D i r e c t o r  S h e l l e y
Mathieson had a difficult
challenge ahead of her
br ing ing  Raymond
Storey ’s  p lay  The
Glorious 12th to the stage
at The Factory Theatre.
The play, which opened
this week and runs on
select dates through
October, tackles difficult
subjects that permeated
Canadian society through
the 1920s, including 
religious strife and racial
intolerance. Both cast and 
crew have aimed to 
present the issues with
dignity.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Director tackles difficult subjects with dignity
By Brock Weir

Shelley Mathieson has spent the
last few months researching topics
that make her decidedly uncomfort-
able. 
Over the summer and into this

fall, her time has been taken up by
trying to get inside the minds of  the
racial hatred, religious bigotry and
other complex social issues of  the
1920s. She was intent on getting an
accurate conception of  what life
was like for religious and racial
minority groups, and her searching
has taken her everywhere from
derogatory terms that would make
most sensible people bristle and
“regalia” of  certain groups that
have left her feeling “personally
vile.”
But maybe there’s something to

the concept of  suffering for one’s
art.
Ms. Matheison’s journey through

some of  the darker parts of  our
North American history was not
necessarily a journey of  personal

fulfilment, but the fulfilment of  her
artistic vision as director of
Theatre Aurora’s current produc-
tion of  The Glorious 12th, a drama
written by Canadian playwright
Raymond Storey.
The Glorious 12th opened at the

Factory Theatre on Henderson
Drive on Friday and tackles the
complex issues of  the Roaring ‘20s
under the microscope of  one small
Canadian town near Kingston and
one particular family.
The family in question are 

members of  the protestant Orange
Lodge, a religious-cum-political
organization founded in commemo-
ration of  Protestant William of
Orange’s victory over his Catholic
father-in-law James II in the
Glorious Revolution of  the 17th cen-
tury. 
“It’s a multilayered play that also

deals with some very human emo-
tions and relationships,” said Ms.
Mathieson. “It’s a fabulous story
and is very, very moving. Theatre
Aurora has a great relationship

with comedy shows, but this one
explores some very touchy issues. It
moved me so much I wanted to be
part of  bringing it to the table.”
Following their directorial audi-

tion process, Ms. Mathieson was
originally slated to direct another
production in Theatre Aurora’s
2012-2013 season, but when organiz-
ers suggested she take a look at
Storey’s story there was no turning
back.
“I couldn’t put it down,” she said.

“I was moved to tears, but there is a
little glimmer of  hope at the end
which I cling to. I went back with a
renewed passion of  wanting to be
involved in this play. It has a pretty
insensitive nature, but if  it isn’t
done well it remains insensitive. I
wanted to bring some dignity to the
story and put it in perspective.”
Ms. Matheison has been involved

with community theatre for about
18 years throughout York Region
and in that time she has donned
many hats from actor, producer, set

Continued on page 21

Teachers get into strike position
By Brock Weir

York Region teachers are united
in favour of  strike action.
Public elementary school teach-

ers joined the fray at a meeting in
Markham last week supporting
strike action, following the lead of
their secondary school counter-
parts. 
“92 per cent of  60,000 [Ontario

Secondary School Teachers’
Federation] members employed in
elementary and secondary school
systems have voted in favour of  
supporting strike action,” said Ken
Coran, president of  the Federation
in a statement. “They are sending a
very clear message to the McGuinty
government; we stand strong and
united in our desire to pursue unfet-
tered local bargaining and in our
absolute opposition to Bill 115.”
Mr. Coran was speaking of  the

provincial bill which would ban

strikes and impose new contracts
on Ontario teachers and others
within the school system.
“Our members have clearly indi-

cated they want a collective bar-
gaining process that involves local
school boards and not the govern-
ment. They do not want the unde-
mocratic process that can be
imposed by the Minister of
Education as defined in Bill 115. 
“That process has created a con-

frontational, not collaborative envi-
ronment. In early April, we
acknowledged the financial con-
cerns indicated by the government.
We offered to accept a two year
wage freeze in addition to propos-
ing other cost saving measures. The
Minister’s negotiating team, a team
of  lawyers, rejected them outright.”
Closer to home, the York Region

District School Board has been
watching the developments with
interest, but the changing land-

scape has not changed how they are
looking at the negotiating process,
which they said is continuing.
“There’s still the requirement

that boards achieve local agree-
ments so we have been working
with our employee groups through
all of  this,” said Board spokesper-
son Licinio Miguelo. “There are
some staff  members that are 
reacting to Bill 115 that Queen’s
Park put out and making decisions
as to whether or not they will 
continue to volunteer for the volun-
tary extracurricular activities and
that is frustrating to our students.
“Obviously it is disappointing

and frustrating for students who
were looking forward to some
extracurricular activities that
might not now be offered because
that extra volunteer presence is not
there. We have five employee groups
and we’ll continue to negotiate with
them in good faith.”



Hopefully you have shaken off
the turkey hangover and returned to
being the productive individuals
you are this week, with the memo-
ries of  yet another holiday safely
tucked away in anticipation for next
year.
Hey, depending on your family,

you might be carving another notch
in your belt almost as a battle scar
that you got through another family
gathering unscathed while counting
down the days to December 27 when
it is all over for another year.
Whichever side of  the fence you

are, I hope it was a good one.
I have straddled both sides of  this

fence through the years and going
into Sunday’s dinner with the
maternal side of  my family, I fully
anticipated it to be the second
option. That is not a statement on
my family, but it is the first year in
my memory that my grandmother
would not be commanding the table
as she normally does. 
In one of  her favourite pieces of

Thanksgiving folklore, it seems that
one day when I was four or five, she
was planning a pre-thanksgiving
bridge game for her girlfriends and
was complaining that she needed
another table leaf  to accommodate
everyone. Naturally, I went outside
to root around in the bucket outside,
picked out one beauty of  an orange
oak leaf, and placed it on the centre
of  the table. 
This was shaping up to be the

first year in about 17 that I would
not be mocked once again for my
ingenuity. 
Reason to be Thankful #1: I sus-

pect most of  my family felt the same
way and we made the most of  it,
resulting in a very pleasant evening.
Thanksgiving has always been

one of  my favourite holidays. You
can’t go wrong with a full turkey
dinner. It’s the one time of  the year
when people can generally agree to
cook up a bird for the occasion with-
out having to fight unlikely allies of
the pork council. If  we’re lucky, it is
neither too hot nor too cold, and

there are few greater feelings than
wading through a sea or red, orange,
and golden leaves. 
Reason to be Thankful #2: This

year’s weird and wacky weather
kick-started the dazzling array of
fall colours. For all of  us complain-
ing over the spring and summer over
the unseasonably wet conditions, 
I guess there was some degree of  
pay off.

CHANGE IS IN THE AIR
While the rest of  the population

recovers from the Thanksgiving
hubbub, it will be a very busy few
weeks for Aurora in the lead up to
November.
First there is the widely panned

anticipated 8.1 per cent tax hike on
Aurora taxpayers. Granted, this
number is likely to come down a bit
as it almost invariably does during
the tax process, perhaps this will
finally be the impetus to get people
to come out and have their voices
heard during the process rather
than complaining about it after the
fact.
Unfortunately, to ensure this tax

rate is not even higher, the proposed
“youth centre” has been delayed for
yet another year, making our earlier
predictions that our grandchildren
will still be debating about it come
one step closer to fruition. I’m not
yet ready to predict otherwise.
Reason to be Thankful #3: During

budget talks, the project was once
again referred to as a “Youth Centre”
rather than the mysteriously cumber-

some “Community Space for Youth”.
Hopefully this is a sign of  things to
come and Aurora youth will ulti-
mately end up with a centre of  their
own, rather than a few glorified com-
munity rooms tacked onto the Family
Leisure Complex. Hopefully too this
will also provide an opportunity for
it to be discussed when Council
“takes the show on the road” to, you
know, youth!
Before Budget talks get into full

swing again, there will be the dis-
cussion over Aurora’s voting future
as the Town considers three alter-
nate proposals to put to the Federal
Electoral Boundaries Commission
rather than splitting Aurora in two
at Wellington Street.  The historian
in me wants to advocate for the pro-
posed new riding of  Aurora-King-
Whitchurch simply for the histori-
cal links.
After all, Aurora’s prized ceno-

taph commemorates the war dead
for all three towns, but given one of
the criteria the Commissioners are
looking for are communities with
similar interests, this doesn’t seem
to be the most practical. 
Compared to Aurora, King and

Whitchurch’s now comparatively
rural characters don’t make this
seem like the best fit. Will an MP
representing all three municipali-
ties be able to advocate the urban
interests of  Aurora and the rural
interests of  the other two? That
could be a difficult balancing act.
For this reason, the proposal to

link Aurora with the historic com-
munity of  Oak Ridges seems like
the most sensible option and one I
suspect the residents of  Oak Ridges
will have little objection to. (If  you
think otherwise, drop me a line at
brock@auroran.com). 
All of  these plans, however, have

impacts on other communities and
when commissioners hold their
public meetings next week, it will be
interesting to see what impacts our
neighbouring communities’ propos-
als will have on our own humble
town.
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Reader unhappy with tax hike
I am an Aurora taxpayer.
I’m also not very happy at this moment!
In today’s Auroran I read that we can face an

“8.1% tax pressure in 2013”.
In today’s Auroran I also read that we can look

forward to sidewalks (both sides of  the road, mind
you) on Industrial Parkway from Yonge Street to
St. John’s Sideroad.
First of  all, let’s not play word games.  Let’s put

“tax pressure” to bed & call a spade a spade.   
How about “potential tax increase”?  There’s no

need to insult people’s intelligence.
As to the sidewalk issue, if  it’s deemed neces-

sary to have a sidewalk all along Industrial
Parkway – despite serious concerns from various
business owners, for goodness sake – please limit
it to one side of  the road!  How on earth is the
extra cost of  sidewalks on both sides of  the road
justified?
I would really like to believe that Council mem-

bers are extremely careful and responsible in mak-
ing financial decisions.  
They are deciding how other people’s money is

going to be used.  I would like to believe that great
effort is exerted in order to limit expenditures,
and thus keep taxes as low as possible.  Sadly, I’m
not all that sure that this is what’s happening, but
if  it were to happen, who knows, the result might
even be that there would be a decrease in “tax
pressures” faced by Aurora taxpayers!  
Food for thought.

K. Lloyd
Aurora

$35,000 raised in Mayor’s Golf Classic
On behalf  of  the Aurora Mayor’s Charity Golf

Classic Committee 2012, I would like to thank all of  the
sponsors and golfers that participated in this year’s
charity golf  tournament. 
Through your generosity we were are able to con-

tribute over $35,000 to a variety of  community groups
whose projects support and benefit our local residents.
This event could not have been a success without

you!

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
Aurora

The Salvation Army in Central York Region is so very
grateful to the committee, coordinators, volunteers and spon-
sors of  the Aurora Mayor’s Golf  Tournament for their most
generous support towards the “Hope for Others” capital 
campaign.  
The total proceeds committed and received from this 

tournament over two consecutive years has been $35,000.00.
These funds, along with other community and corporate
sponsors, will be directed towards the building of  a new facil-
ity of  the Salvation Army north of  Wellington St. on the west
side of  Leslie.  This new facility will greatly assist us to 
holistically serve the residents of  Central York Region more
effectively.

This successful tournament over the years has raised sig-
nificant support, contributing to the growth and operations of
many charities and organizations, and thus impacting and
influencing the lives of  countless people.  
To each participant and organizer we say thank you.  What

a wonderful gift and blessing to be remembered as we enter
into this season of  Thanksgiving.

Major Brian Bishop
Salvation Army, Central York Region
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I am dedicating this column to all
those teachers who wrote, emailed,
blogged and tweeted about my last
column in which I made it known
what I think about teachers refusing
to make extra-curricular activities
available to students, and my sup-
port for a two-year wage freeze for
teachers.
The accusations came fast and

furious about how rich the compen-
sation package is for MPPs compared
to teachers and that I have no right
to ask teachers to take a pay freeze
or question their right to withhold
their voluntary extra-curricular
activities. 
Given the many references to the

exorbitant compensation and  rich
pensions of  MPPs, I thought it only
appropriate that I respond publicly
by providing full disclosure of  my
compensation as an MPP. 

The MPP Pension Plan 
was eliminated in 1996

“Your pension and severance are
better than a teacher’s.” This was
one of  the messages on twitter from
one teacher going by the handle
@Badnewsbears. 
Interesting I thought, that not one

of  these well-informed critics were
aware that Ontario MPPs passed leg-
islation on April 25, 1996 that elimi-
nated their defined benefit pension
plan, which had been referred to as a

“gold-plated” pension. 
That pension plan,

similar to the pension
arrangements for teach-
ers provided a guaran-
teed monthly pension,
indexed to the cost of
living and payable for
life. Eliminating that
plan was a cornerstone
of  the PC platform in
the 1995 election cam-
paign.
As of  1996, Ontario

MPPs have a “defined
contribution” plan
under which the Legislative
Assembly contributes 10 per cent of
MPPs salary to an investment
account administered by Great West
Life. 
Whatever has been accumulated

in the investment account, is what
will be available to the MPP to either
purchase an annuity or Life Income
Fund. There is no guaranteed month-
ly income, regardless of  how long an
MPP has been elected.

Severance Allowance 
A severance allowance is payable

upon retirement, defeat, resignation
or death. The amount is based on a
Member’s length of  service and aver-
age annual remuneration. Four
years or less of  service, the sever-
ance will be equal to six months

average salary, more
than four years up to
eight years, it will be
equal to one year aver-
age salary and after
eight years, the sever-
ance will be equal to
eighteen months of
average annual salary.

MPP Salaries
The same 1996 legis-

lation that eliminated
the MPP gold-plated
pension plan, also
eliminated the tax-free
portion of  MPPs

salaries. Effective April 1, 2008, the
MPP base salary has been $116,550. (I
received a number of  emails asking
if  MPPs salaries would be frozen for
two years as well, given I support the
two-year freeze for teachers and the
broader public sector).  I can report
that MPP salaries have been frozen
for the past four years, and will be
frozen for at least the next two. 
The base MPP salary is increased

based on additional responsibilities.
The Premier and Cabinet Ministers,
Leaders of  the Opposition Parties
and certain positions such as
Committee Chairs receive additional
remuneration. 
For the record and the benefit of

those who have been questioning my
remuneration specifically, I do not

receive any additional remuneration
from the legislature beyond the base
MPP salary. The full salary and addi-
tional remuneration schedule can be
accessed on my website under MPP
Remuneration. 

MPP Employee Benefit Plan
MPPs have an employee benefit

plan that includes basic life insur-
ance and, drug and dental coverage.
The cost of  long term disability
insurance benefits are paid for by
MPPs and terminate upon retire-
ment, resignation or defeat at the
polls. 

Time commitment of an MPP?
There is no such thing as a day

when an MPP is not on call. That’s
part of  the job. Whether the legisla-
ture is in session or not, con-
stituents’ issues don’t wait. The
passing of  bills takes place in the
legislature, the work in behalf  of
constituents tales place in the riding
year round. 
My staff  and I consider it a privi-

lege to serve, and I trust that my con-
stituents feel they’ve been getting
their money’s worth for the past 17
years.

As always, I welcome your com-
ments and advice. I can be reached
through my website at
www.frankklees.com or at 905-770-
0019. I look forward to hearing from
you.

Sometimes, having a good imagina-
tion can cause unexpected problems.
I discovered this recently when I

couldn’t remember the computer log-in
information for one of  our on-line
financial accounts.
The fact that everything requires a

password these days has become a real-
ly big challenge.   It used to just be your
telephone answering machine.  Then it
was bank accounts accessed through
ATMs, and now virtually every site or
service you visit on the internet or by
telephone requires you to confirm your
identity with some random alphanu-
meric combination.  
Some are deceptively simple – as lit-

tle as a two digit number – but most oth-
ers require several letters, numbers and
even symbol combinations.
With so many to juggle – I figure I

have at least few dozen active ones on
the go right now - it’s hard to keep them
all straight.
Therefore, despite the many security

cautions we receive about not writing
down our passwords, I do it anyway.  I’m
sure I’m not alone.  
Hands up out there; who doesn’t have

a workspace or home office area cov-

ered with sticky
notes and scraps of
paper with nonsensi-
cal codes like “bill99”
or better yet,
“frs7gr5#pz”?
I thought so.
You have to hang

onto them, because
even if  you can’t
remember what
they’re for, you know
they’re for some-
thing you may need
someday.  
But inevitably they get tossed out or

go astray because for every code that’s
easy to remember, such as for a bank
card, that is only four numbers and you
use fairly frequently, there are ten times
as many that you know you’ll never use
again, but still need to track.
We bought a vacuum cleaner recent-

ly which required the establishment of
an account and access code in order to
register the warranty.  Although it’s
highly unlikely I’ll ever need to access
the website again, unless I write down
the code, I’ll never remember it four
years from now if  the vacuum does

break down. 
And then there are

the accounts that have
an extra level of  securi-
ty and force you to
change the passwords
on a regular basis, so
even if  you remember
or write it down, the one
you use will inevitably
be the one from June
2010, and not the one
you set up last month.
But back to the imag-

ination challenges.
Because every account is different

you can’t always use the same code -
and shouldn’t anyway for security pur-
poses – so you need to come up with
more and varied letters and numbers,
but ones that you can still remember.
As you go through all your old phone

numbers and addresses, special dates,
places you’ve been, favourite movies
and books, pets, colours, months, and
Aurora councillors from the mid-1970s,
sooner or later, you start running out of
ideas.  
And I think that’s my problem now.

I’ve had to create so many passwords

over the years that I’ve used up all the
easy ones and have branched out into
less obvious letter and number combi-
nations. 
I expect that when I finally connect

with that financial institution I’ll find
that my password is my 2003 Club
Aurora locker combination written
backwards, or the names of  my two best
friends growing up with the letters of
their names alternated and “#” sym-
bols inserted every third character, or
something equally non-intuitive.
While the password may have

seemed obvious at the time, my focus
was on actually getting into the website,
not on leaving an easy to follow elec-
tronic trail of  breadcrumbs for a future
visit.
One benefit of  exhausting the obvi-

ous passwords is that at least I know
that as they become more and more ran-
dom, the security of  my data is improv-
ing.
After all, I’d hate to think that some-

one out there could access online infor-
mation about my vacuum cleaner. 

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.
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MPP Newmarket-Aurora

What does an MPP get paid?

INSIDE 
AURORA

Password (Over)protection

Scott Johnston

AURORAN POLL
Lawmakers in charge of Federal electoral 

boundaries proposed this month that Aurora be

split in two with Wellington Street as the dividing

line. Residents on the north side of Wellington

Street would still be voting in Newmarket-Aurora,

while residents south of Wellington would be in

the newly created federal riding of Aurora-

Richmond Hill. The move would address some

issues regarding population in electoral districts,

but local officials say Aurora should have a united

voice in Parliament. Are you in favour of the 

proposal to split Aurora voters down the middle

in time for the next federal election?

A )Yes     B) No   C) It makes no difference

This brown transfer print
on the front of the soup
plate, now housed as part
of the Aurora Collection,
depicts Alton Towers. This
11th century castle was
occupied by the Earls of
Shrewsbury from the 15th
century through to the
1930s. The 15th Earl
turned the estate’s farm-
land into one of Britain’s
largest formal gardens
and is now the site of the
United Kingdom’s most
popular theme park of the
same name.

Photo and information
courtesy of the Aurora

Historical Society
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Ron Wallace

Over 30 Authentic Lunch Specials 
*Starting At Only $5.99 a dish!

   5     LUNCH99$

        15229 Yonge St., (Just South of Wellington)

905-727-3101
www.moongarden.ca

*

APPAREL APPAREL 
SAMPLE Sale Sale 
$$Save$$$$Save$$

LADIES, JUNIORS, KIDS 

Wednesday, Oct 10th  4pm - 8pm
Thursday, Oct 11th  11am - 8pm 

Friday, Oct 12th  11am - 8pm 
Saturday, Oct 13th  11am - 5pm 

**CASH ONLY**
21 Industry St. Unit #6 

Aurora 

10% OF PROCEEDS 
TO “RELAY FOR LIFE”

All sizes available

Wellington St E

Mary St

Industrial Pkwy S
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Well, it’s official.
There are now two (count ‘em) Queen’s Diamond

Jubilee Medals in the Wallace household as we speak.
Patricia was awarded hers recently at a ceremony

put on by the York Regional Police Association in an
event held in Newmarket, when 69 people from York
Regional Police received medals.
I got mine in July courtesy of  MPP Frank Klees.
We are part of  66,000 Canadians who received the

medals which marked Queen Elizabeth’s 60 years as a
Canadian leader. They, the people in Newmarket,
weren’t all “cops”, no matter what the headline in the
other paper said.

****
Got into a debate over what was manufactured at the

factory before it became the Aurora Factory Theatre
back in the 1970s. I said it was concrete while my friend,
Leslie Oliver, believed it was plastics.
Thanks to Mary Beth Hess (John McIntyre’s sister)

who said I was right. 
It was concrete.

****
Got to try Badali’s Restaurant recently and must say

I was impressed.
Ever since the place was owned by Toronto Maple

Leaf  goaltender Mike Palmateer and then Jersey Joe’s
when the Badali family bought it, the restaurant was
small. Palmateer had his goalie stick on display there,
but it was nowhere to be seen Saturday night.
Prior to that, the place was owned by Paul Shiner

and was called “Tymes.”
I don’t know what it was called before that, although

I used the place a lot.
I had matches in my collection, but I can’t find them.
Prior to that, the place was a real estate office, and at

one time was a gas station because I recall getting an
assignment to take a photo of  a gas tank, which had
mysteriously popped out of  the back yard.
Anyone with details about the history of  the

old house is welcomed to send me an e-mail.
****

Speaking of  history, Aurora’s classic Hillary House
had a couple of  windows smashed recently.
It was always my impression that I didn’t like to visit

Hillary House because I was afraid I’d break something.
So I was really shocked when I saw the broken 

windows.
Someone has to pay for the damage and it will likely

be the Aurora Historical Society, as if  they don’t have
enough to do, what with the house celebrating its 150th
birthday this year.
Speaking of  Hillary House’s birthday, the final event

of  the season happens later this month, when the AHS
holds its gala fundraiser, The Hillary House Ball, at the
Mansion Friday, October 19.
Tickets, at $125 a person, are still available and you

can reserve them by calling 905-727-8991.
Feel free to email Ron at 
rwall9999@rogers.com.

Another medallist 
in the family

Clarification from the
Sesquicentennial
Committee
While we thank The

Auroran, for their contin-
ued and enthusiastic cov-
erage of  the work of  the
Sesquicentennial commit-
tee, statements made in
last week’s paper regard-
ing the current status of
the celebratory program
we are developing have led
to some confusion and
therefore require clarifica-
tion.
Put simply, though we

have done a lot of  work and
are quickly moving
towards the creation of  a
complete program – we
wish to stress that both the
program and its 
budget are in the draft
stage at best.  
We do not yet have a

complete program let
alone a final program.
Thus, we have not
approached potential part-
ners or secured any kind of
agreement with communi-
ty groups or service clubs
or any of  the groups noted
in last week’s article as, at
this point, it would be pre-
mature.  
Similarly, with respect

to the budget figures noted
in The Auroran article last
week, these speak to a
grant application only.
They do NOT represent the
proposed budget as that
discussion has not yet
occurred.

We are working hard
and are nearly there, but
we’re not there yet.  
We expect to have a

draft program ready for
discussion at the 
upcoming Committee
meeting on October 11th.
Discussions about the
potential budget for the
draft program will emerge
from that.
We will continue to keep

the community informed
with regular updates on
the work of  the committee
and encourage residents to
attend our meetings, send
in comments and give us
your input.  We look for-
ward to a fantastic 2013 –
and a celebration of  the
Four Seasons of  Aurora –
Past, Present and Future.

Alison Collins-Mrakas
Committee Chair 

Former councillor and Parks Director Norm Weller was
recently pictured with a new green pickup truck now
part of Aurora’s fleet. Mr. Weller lead a campaign to
return all of its parks vehicles to the traditional green
from the current white, and after some lengthy debate
at Council, the motion was finally approved this
spring.   Supplied photo

Having read papers
for many years across
this great country of
ours, as I was trans-
ferred and moved from
community to commu-
nity, from province to
province, I was always
interested in what the
people had to say about
their own areas but
never have submitted a
letter myself, until now. 
As the old cliché

states: "Sometimes it's
hard to see the forest for
the trees" and perhaps
that would be the fitting
expression in this
instance. 
While reading the

various articles outlin-
ing the diverse prob-
lems and recommenda-
tions that people have

been writing about, I've
noted there are some
pieces of  the puzzles
that seem to be made to
piece together, if  only
those responsible for
working on the puzzle
would take the time to
see them.
First, we have the

problem of  the approxi-
mately $33 million from
the sale of  the Aurora
Hydro facility and Town
Council wondering
what the people want to
do with it. 
Wow, have you ever

taken a child to a candy
store and made the mis-
take of  saying, “What
do you want?"  Much the
same fallout occurs.  
I don't know what sort
of  suggestions they've

Hydro money should be used to save trees
been receiving but
while they're focusing
on the suggestions,
there's another piece of
the puzzle on the table.
That is the possible

demise of  our ash trees
to the Emerald Ash
Borer.  I believe most
recently I read an arti-
cle which seemed to
indicate Council was
okay with people who
wanted to attempt to
save the trees on their
own or in the boule-
vards near their houses.
When I read that
Council was suggesting
that people could pay
for their own treat-
ments, it became appar-
ent there must be some
sort of  "fix" and it
seemed to boil down to
Council claiming it
would be too expensive
to fight this infestation. 
Research on the

Internet has produced
the possible fix with two
years of  effect on the
insects, which can be
repeated until the infes-
tation has passed.   The
treatment is Treeazin,
which has been taken

off  the list of  banned
substances by both the
Federal and Ontario
Governments.  I encour-
age individuals and the
Town of  Aurora to do
their own research.
By now of  course,

you can see where I'm
going with the puzzle.
The profits from some-
thing that was designed
for the benefit of  the cit-
izens of  Aurora would
be put toward saving
thousands of  trees
which in and of  them-
selves are a benefit to
the Town and the people
in the Town. 
A large scale contract

with two or more
arborists should be cost
effective.  Compare this
to the cost of  removal of
the trees and their
destruction and of
course the impact on
the appearance of  our
properties, streets,
parks and green spaces.
It seems to be the per-
fect fit of  puzzles’
pieces, don't you think?

Dave Franklin
Aurora



When 54 of  our seniors
took the five-day Ottawa
tour organized by Carol
Hedenberg in May, they
were pleasantly sur-
prised. 
Some suspected that

the three to four hour
road trip might be not
only long, but boring.
Were they surprised!
Carol kept the riders
entertained along the
route by offering a variety
of  games and telling a few
jokes to pass the time.
“Carol did a pretty

good job,” says Erich
Prelle who travelled with
his wife, Helga. “We were
always occupied; in the
hotel, out of  the hotel, in
the evenings.”
They had travelled to

Ottawa before on their
own, but it just wasn’t the
same. 
“There was a lot more

explanation on Carol’s
trip,” of  facts that they
would not know other-
wise. You need someone to
show you around or you
can miss a lot.“
Their main reason for

going was to see the tulip
festival, he adds, which
was quite beautiful. 
“We learned that

Holland sends a certain
number of  tulips every
year for Ottawa to dis-
play.”
The Netherlands sends

thousands of  tulip bulbs
annually to Ottawa for the
tulip festival in commem-
oration of  the close ties
that bind the two coun-

t r i e s .
W h i l e
C a n a d a
helped lib-
erate their
country in
the Second
World War,
we also
p r ov i d e d
refuge for
much of
the Dutch
royal fami-
ly during
the conflict. Princess
(later Queen) Julianna
lived at Stornoway with
her two young daughters,
including the reigning
Queen Beatrix. Her third
daughter, Princess
Margriet was born at
Ottawa Civic Hospital in a
room declared Dutch soil
for the day.
Other attractions

included a few museums,
highlighted by the
Canadian War Museum.
In Quebec City, they visit-
ed the Deifenbunker, an
underground city where
the country’s officials
would go if  a bomb was
dropped on Ottawa.
This is a four-storey

facility built into a hill-
side that includes a bank,
radio station and every-
thing they would need to
survive yet remain in
communication with the
outside.
They visited Parc

Omega, a wildlife refuge
in Quebec that protects
Canadian wildlife. One
evening, they spent a few

hours at
the casino.
T h e

highl ight
was a tour
of  the
Parliament
Buildings
organized
by MP Lois
B r o w n ,
w h i c h
r e v e a l e d
w h a t ’ s
behind the

scenes. 
That day, the Israeli

president was there, so
they had to complete the
tour early in the morning
before the Commons sat.
This special dignitary
made their trip a little
extra special because of
the high security, which
included snipers on the
roof.
“We saw the rooms

behind Parliament where
the food was set up when
they were in session,“
Carol explains. “We saw
pictures of  all the prime
ministers and learned
how Lois did things.” 
They also went to

Rideau Hall, the Governor
General’s residence and
took a general tour of  the
city.
Apart from the 1000

islands tour out of
Kingston, the Prelles
enjoyed the Farmers’
Market in Ottawa.
“They had a big bakery

where they showed how to
make their apple cake,”
says Erich. “We will make
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If  you suffer from
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome,
wrist or hand pain you
should be aware that an
upcoming  workshop in
Richmond Hill will reveal
eye- opening solutions to
help those suffering with
these conditions. 

The workshop will
reveal the underlying
causes of  most wrist and
hand pain as well as share
why these causes are fre-
quently  overlooked. 
Attendees will discover

why a failure to address
these underlying causes
usually results in continu-
ing pain and suffering.
These ongoing symptoms
may include pain, tin-
gling, numbness, burning,
aching, stiffness, swelling,
weakness and  limited
movements.

The workshop will 

discuss the track record 
of  common treatments
including pills, surgery,
splints and exercise and
reveal effective solutions
that are  safe and effective. 
Of  major concern is

that many patients 
continue to be plagued by
wrist pain despite repeat-
ed visits to their doctor.

Many patients fear the
risks and invasive nature
of  wrist surgery. The
workshop reveals that 
certain patients have
wrist surgery but wind up
frustrated that their pain
only resolves partially or
not at all. Of  additional
concern is that in various
cases the pain reoccurs or
becomes even worse after
surgery.
Surprisingly, a very

common but hidden cause
of  hand and wrist pain  is

not even located in the
wrist! The presentation
explains  why this  
underlying  cause  is  
frequently missed. 

The workshop is free
and is being offered as a
community service. It is
provided to help eliminate
pain and suffering in
those affected.         

The workshop will take
place Wed Oct. 17 from
7:30 pm – 9 pm. Seating is 
limited. 
To make reservations

call  (888 ) 837- 0407.

WRIST AND HAND PAIN
THE MISSING LINKS FOR LASTING RELIEF  

Advertorial

There are other
approaches, beyond the

use of drugs and surgery,
that have safely and 

effectively helped many
sufferers find lasting relief. 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Wellington Medical Centre 
                               & Travel Clinic

www.medhelp.ca 

Dr. E. Chan  Dr. Y. Garcia 
126 Wellington St. West, Ste. 105 

905-841-1633  

“Cover Yourself” 

Ottawa trip in May surprises, delights, educates and entertains seniors

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

Ron Coe puts the final touches on a Halloween 
surprise. In its finished form, it will measure 8 feet high
by 10 feet across. It will be an imposing sight when it
takes its spot in the Town's Haunted Forest at
Sheppard's Bush on October 27.

Auroran photo by Sylvia Dickens

plans to go there again. It
was a great place to walk
about.” 
As far as the trip goes,

they would recommend it
to others. 
“The hotel was beauti-

ful and included breakfast,
the city was clean. It was
all well organized.”

Got jewelry?

Do you have new, old or
used jewelry sitting
around that you’d like to
donate? The ASA is look-
ing for such items to sell at
their various bazaars and
festivals. All proceeds go
towards the ASA. Bring
them to the Centre and
leave them with Michelle
or Karie.

Publisher 2010 Course

Imagine being able to
create your own unique
cards for birthdays,
anniversaries and other
special occasions like
Christmas and Easter. 
You can learn how by

taking the Publisher
2010 beginners’ course
offered through the com-
puter club. It runs for
three consecutive weeks
on October 17, 24, 31.
Discover how to create,
personalize and share a
wide assortment of  pub-
lications, including
newsletters, brochures,
post cards and greeting
cards. You don’t even
need graphic design
experience, but you

Long-time resident shares memories of Aurora
I am looking forward to

Aurora’s sesquicentennal
celebrations, having lived in
Aurora a long time, 77 years,
and have many memories of
earlier days.
My grandmother lived

on Mosley Street near Town
Park and she told me the
park was often used in those
days for lacrosse games. 
From Gram’s front win-

dow about 9.15 every school
day we’d see groups of  high
school girls walking from
the train station along
Mosley to the school. They
came in from King City by
train as King had no high
school. I am sure the teach-
ers never blamed them
for being late.
My two great-uncles

Jesse and Lewis Banbury
owned a large livery stable
on Yonge Street near where
Caruso’s Store stands.
Those were the days when
horse was “king” and cars
had not yet taken over.
I remember that big

doorway opening onto
Yonge Street. It was huge,
must have been 15 feet high,
to allow rigs to pass
through. Inside, the smell of
leather and horses was
strong and harnesses and
sleighs were hung up on the
wall. 
There were horses and

buggies and surreys and
many men hustling about. It
was a busy place. My Uncle
Lew was also
Superintendent of  the
Sunday School at Aurora
United Church.

Their livery stable was
just north of  the radial rail-
way station. Believe it or
not, we had a railway from
Toronto running along
Yonge Street and all the way,
I believe, up to Jackson’s
Point. I remember men tak-
ing up the tracks in the
1940’s.
My mother was a pupil

in the Church Street School
when it was fairly new. The
family lived then on the
west side of  town. One day
when she was walking
home from school across
Yonge and along Tyler she
was astounded to see this
monstrous thing lying along
all the backyards of
Temperance Street. 
She found out that it was

the steeple from the United
Church that had just been
blown off  in a wild storm.
In those days we did not

have mail delivered to the
door; we had to walk to the
post office to get it. The
Town Post Office is the large
building downtown with
two sets of  steps and a large
clock on top. This trip to get
the mail every day was a
chance to meet and visit
with friends and neigh-
bours, and was the high-
light of  the day for stay-at-
home moms, and a long
walk for their children.
Many people in Aurora

are not aware that Canada’s
most celebrated airman of
World War II lived right
here in Aurora. His mother
and stepfather were hosts at
the “Chateau”, that interest-

ing French-inspired build-
ing on Yonge Street opposite
Park Place Manor. They ran
it as a restaurant and inn;
many of  their visitors were
American tourists.
Their son Lloyd

Chadburn attended
Northern Vocational School
in Toronto. Lloyd joined the
RCAF in 1940, then the RAF,
saw some of  his first action
over Dieppe for which he
won the DFC. 
He became Squadron

Leader and Wing
Commander and was the
most decorated Canadian
fighter pilot of  World War
II.  He was killed in an acci-
dent over France in June,
1944. He was 24 years old.
The Aurora Tennis Club

was where we played on
clay courts, not paved,
where the lines were
marked out by white tapes.
They were white for the first
few games anyway. During
World War II no one used
the courts and weeds and
grass started to take over. 
One man could not bear

to see this happen and
would make trips to the
courts with bags of  salt to
kill the weeds. This caring
man was Wilf  Adams, an
inspiring teacher of
Canadian History at the old
Aurora High School (now
Wells Street School). If  my
memory serves me correct-
ly he drove a Model T Ford,
commonly called a “tin
Lizzy”.
These are some of  my

memories of  old Aurora. If  I

must know how to use a
computer.
The cost is $20 for

three weeks, payable at
the reception desk.
For more information

on the Aurora Seniors’
Centre and all it has to

offer, drop by 90 John
West Way, visit the web
site www.aurora
seniors.ca, emailauro-
raseniors@rogers.com or
call 905-726-4767 between
9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Monday to Friday.

think of  more, I may 
write again.            

Flo Murray
Aurora

(Editor’s Note: Please do.
If  any readers have memories
of  Aurora to share on the
Sesquicentennial, please
email them to letters@auro-
ran.com)
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210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
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spike include increased
costs for existing staff
(and this includes cost of
living adjustments), new
staffing needs, a reduction
in planning fees, bigger
budgets for Central York
Fire Services and the
Aurora Public Library, the
phasing in of  a new fire
crew, increased funding to
repair and replacement
reserves, reduced assess-
ment growth, and money
to establish a reserve fund
to deal with the aftermath
of  the Emerald Ash Borer,
an invasive species which
is slated to wipe out just
about every ash tree in
Town over the next decade
or so.

“The library is increas-
ing their budget,” said Dan
Elliott, Aurora’s Town
Treasurer, in his presenta-
tion. “There are pressures
in the fire budget and we
also have the final phase-
in of  the new crew from a
few years ago as a multi-
year plan. We have talked
about it for two years and
deferred the beetle contri-
bution in creating the bee-
tle reserve, making contri-
butions to it and ramping
that up, so this is the first
year for that. 

“We also previously
anticipated a somewhat
higher assessment growth
than we’re actually seeing
and that is somewhat
because I guess we were
anticipating a little earlier

onset from some 2C devel-
opment activity and that
hasn’t happened, so we
have got an impact.”

As this year’s numbers
are higher than expected,
some proposed staff  posi-
tions are already being
reconsidered for the com-
ing year to help reduce
this impact, added Mr.
Elliott, noting that the
“youth centre” has been
pushed back again to 2014
to help lessen the blow. 

“I don’t think anyone is
going to argue that a start-
ing point of  8.1 per cent is
too high, especially in
today’s world,” said
Councillor Chris Ballard,
inquiring whether Town
Staff  would be picking up
the same challenge issued
to them last year by CAO
Neil Garbe to reduce their
own budgets by 1 per cent.

Mr. Garbe, however,
said at this point that is
not likely to be in the
cards.

“The treasurer and
CAO have scrutinized the
numbers, so the number
will drop,” said Mr. Garbe.
“We will prioritize new
hires and certainly we will
come forward with strate-
gies like collective bar-
gaining and so on, which
will be done in closed ses-
sion, so there are a num-
ber of  things that we have
yet to do and we always
challenge staff  to be lean-
er and make sure they ask
for things they feel com-
fortable standing up

before Council and defend-
ing, so that is a starting
point.”

Speaking against the 8.1
per cent proposed tax hike,
Councillor Evelyn Buck
tackled the issue
Councillor Pirri brought
up at the start of  the meet-
ing: a municipal wage
freeze. A three year con-
tract is in place right now,
she said, and comparing
what is happening right
now at the Provincial level
with something similar for
the municipality was
“comparing apples and
oranges.”

“I appreciate the point
Councillor Pirri is making
that public servants are
public servants, whether
or not they are employed
by the municipality or the
various boards that that
provide public service,”
she said. “There is an
argument for equal consid-
eration. At the same time,
our circumstances are a
little bit different and I
think we need some input
from staff  before we even
consider that.”

Councillor Buck also
argued that it is important
to have the actual figures
on what was spent by the
Town in 2012 in front of
them so that Council can
make an informed deci-
sion on what needs to be
done for 2013. 

“I think the process is
fairly simple. You look at
what it costs you to pro-
vide the service in 2012

Council looks at ways to reduce 8.1 hit on taxpayers
From page 1

By Brock Weir

Going into last week’s
budget talks, Town Staff
aimed to begin the true
budget “kick-off” on
November 15.

Several weeks were
set aside to discuss and
approve the capital budg-
et by December before
tackling the operating
budget in February with
a final budget approval
slated for April.

This schedule is up in
the air, however, as
Councillors agreed there
is too much time between
the two portions of  the
budget and not enough
opportunities for the
public to give input.

Following a resolution
last week, Dan Elliott,
Aurora’s Town Treasurer
will be coming up with a
new budget schedule
which will tighten the
gap between the
December and February
dates, add more meeting
dates so they are on the
schedule if  needed,
rather than tacking new
dates onto the end of  the
schedule, and scheduling
some meetings for
Saturdays instead of  the
previous schedule where
Budget talks would
invariably fall on a
Monday. 

“Hopefully much of
the [capital repair and
replacement] will be
approved on December
11. Then we will launch
the operating review on
February 11,” said Mr.
Elliott on his first pro-

posal, noting operating
talks would include pre-
sentations from groups
like the Aurora
Community Arboretum,
the Aurora Public
Library, and the Aurora
Cultural Centre.

This plan did not sit
well with some
Councillors.

“I am not supportive of
this schedule, I find it is
too lengthy,” said
Councillor Michael
Thompson. “I don’t like
the fact that we have the
potential of  approving
this budget in April. I
think that is too long. We
have a history of  going
over what the schedule is
and for us to wrap up this
budget in Q4 bothers me
on principle. 

“There is a 60 day
lapse between the capital
budget and the start of
the operating budget.
Personally I would like to
see that tightened up,” he
said. “Ideally I would like
to see us in January of
February doing the oper-
ating budget and include
it in March. In our very
first year we came in and
started the budget
process in January and
we came in and we
wrapped that up in April
and for us to do it again
in April...that’s not a
good use of  our time. I
would rather see us put
meetings on the docket
today as necessary
around it and then
remove them at the end. I
just don’t think that’s
good governance for

Health Way

15403 Yonge St.   Aurora   905.898.2000

Massage and Acupuncture
fully licensed specialists

We accept all benefit & health care plans

75 % off Massage and Acupuncture
Call to book your appointment

myself.”
These were sentiments

shared around the table
by many Councillors, but
others wanted to provide
the public more of  an
opportunity to have their
say and participate in the
process by holding meet-
ings on various dates –
particularly over the
weekend – to allow people
who can’t come out to all
day sessions first thing
Monday morning to give
input.

“I think it would be
interesting to get
Council’s opinion on
holding one capital meet-
ing and one operating
meeting on a Saturday as
opposed to a Monday just
to shake things up,” said
Councillor Paul Pirri.
“Not that there are
always a lot of  public
that comes out to these
meetings, but I think if
you held one on a
Saturday instead of  a
Monday it is a step. It
might not be the best, but
it is an attempt to accom-
modate some of  the pub-
lic that can’t come out.”

This was a viewpoint
shared by Councillor
Chris Ballard, who stated
he wanted all avenues to
communicate with the
public explored before
going into the budget
process.

“Last year we did com-
munications on an as-
needed basis and I just
wanted to make sure that
we have a bit of  plan-
ning,” he said. “I would
strongly suggest that we
involve our communica-
tions department for
their expertise to put
together a simple plan to
make sure that their
social media and adver-
tising campaigns are
ready to roll. Perhaps it’s
holding a meeting on the
weekend instead of
Mondays.”

Councillor John Abel,
however, was more skep-
tical. 

“We seem to want to
have a lot of  public input,
but short of  giving away
a car I don’t see how
we’re going to bring peo-
ple into this budget,” he
said.

Schedule to be set next week for Budget talks

SAFETY FIRST FOR ST. MAX STUDENTS
Students at St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School recently took to the streets
to drive home a message of safety to motorists. It was the launch of the York
Regional Police and Region of York’s High School Pedestrian Safety campaign
encouraging students to be alert and aware when crossing intersections and to
obey traffic signals when crossing.                               Auroran photo by David Falconer

and you look at what it will
cost you to provide the
same level of  service in
2013 and you look at what
your revenue picture is to
determine how much is
going to be left over from
your requirement to meet
the same level of  service to
look after new things,” she
said. “Then you make a
determination about
whether or not there is an
opportunity to improve
the level of  service with-

out causing an inordinate
hardship on those least
able to pay.”

Going forward, for
Councillor Pirri, one of
the main things the Town
should look into is finding
alternative revenue
streams to help cushion
the impact of  things in the
future, something that
brings in more money
than tax rates.

“I think we need to task
ourselves and our admin-

istration with seeing if
there are other ways we
can draw in money,” he
said. “You build a good
community by investing in
it and not cutting or slash-
ing away from all the serv-
ices we provided and we
have to maintain services,
so I think it is incumbent
upon us to look at other
options and find some-
thing creative and new to
have some sort of  new rev-
enue stream.”
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St. Andrew’s College’s Bob and Ann Perrier outside
Memorial Hall. Mr. Perrier served as housemaster,
math department head, and basketball coach
throughout his two decades at the Aurora school.

Photo by Paul Mosey

Prime Minister’s award honours one of Aurora’s 
“best of the best”

By Brock Weir

St. Andrew’s College teacher
Robert S. Perrier has been hailed as
among “the best of  the best,” having
been named as a recipient of  the
Prime Minister’s Awards for
Teaching Excellence last week.
The honour was announced by the

Prime Minister’s Office last week,
where Mr. Perrier was honoured
with a host of  teachers from coast to
coast. 
In his citation, Mr. Perrier was

heralded for going above and beyond
the normal call of  duty for a teacher.
With his wife Anne, both served the
St. Andrew’s community for over two
decades as the head of  the math
department, basketball coach, and
housemaster to the boys. 
“Former students look back fond-

ly on Mr. P’s math den,” said the cita-
tion. “A firm believer in the idea that
students are capable of  anything
they have set their minds to, he dedi-
cates himself  to making sure they
have the tools and support to succeed,
even if  it means running an extra-
help session every single night.
Perrier’s teaching style creates eager,
dedicated and respectful learners.”
Tributes were also paid in the cita-

tion for his efforts to move students
away from traditional paper, pencils
and binders to tablets, and shifting
his lessons to more tech-based meth-
ods from the humble website to the
use of  SMARTBoards in all classes,
and encouraging his students to
show off  their skills in several promi-
nent math competitions.
“A role model for his students and

his peers, Bob is the quintessential
teacher who has consistently demon-
strated commitment, compassion,

and integrity in all responsibilities,”
said SAC headmaster Kevin
McHenry in a statement. “I have wit-
nessed first-hand the impact that Bob
has had on the lives of  the thousands
of  boys who attend or have attended
the school.”
Mr. Perrier was nominated for the

award by the school, which provided
judges with materials and testimoni-
als to attest to the school communi-
ty’s fondness for the educator.
Elaborating on his statement, Mr.
McHenry told The Auroran on
Thursday that Bob, along with his
wife Ann, has shared his skills as a
math head, a basketball coach and
through the normal course of  the
year was tasked with the responsibil-
ity of  caring for 65-70 boarders.
“Prior to coming to St. Andrew’s,

he worked at a school called Bishop’s
College School in Lennoxville, QC,
and he did the same thing there for 17
years, so this is a gentleman who,
with his wife, basically lived the
school experience with his wife 24/7
for 38 years. He is remarkable, as is
his wife.
“He always put the school ahead of

himself. His typical day would be at 8
o’clock in the morning to get the boys
up to chapel and then school classes
until 3.30. He would coach from 3.30 to
5.30 every day, have dinner, and then
he would be involved in what’s called
‘supervised study’ in the boarding
house from about 7.30 to 9 and then
every night he would offer extra help
from 9 – 11 in ‘the math den’, he called
it, for his entire 21 years here.
“It was totally voluntary, kids

would drop in, and he wasn’t a guy
who had time to sit around and take
care of  any of  his needs or watching
TV. He just did what he thought he

should be doing 24/7. He is an incred-
ible man.”
This sentiment was expressed in

an online statement by one person
described as a former student who
has followed in his footsteps. 

“His dry sense of  humour, com-
bined with jokes about math make
for some nerdy but funny com-
ments,” he said. “From being a stern
authoritative figure to a gentle parent
figure for young boys and everything
in between, Mr. P has touched, and 
continues to touch, the lives of
many.”
Jamie Lawson, a SAC graduate

who did not have Mr. Perrier as a
teacher but as a housemaster, said
the award is a testament to a lifetime
of  dedication to teaching and being a
part of  a bigger community. The
school life, he said, was their life.
“They were obviously dedicated to

it and there were nights when I was
going downstairs at 11 p.m. to go to
the washroom and their basement
door was open and one of  them was
doing laundry for one of  the sports
teams,” he said, noting extra help and
summer programs were always avail-
able to math and they jazzed things
up with ice cream nights for everyone
in the house.
According to Mr. McHenry, awards

like the Prime Minister’s Awards for
Teaching Excellence provide great
value to the teaching community
whether in the public or independent
systems. The awards give a boost and
recognition to many “phenomenal
people.”
“Sometimes it is difficult for a

teacher...but there are so many dedi-
cated people who are teachers and
Bob and Ann Perrier are definitely
two examples of  the best of  the best.”
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New Joint Ops set to move forward amid timing, cost worries
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s planned new Joint Operations Centre could
be going for the gold when it comes to the environment
and efficiency, but some are unconvinced that now is
the right time to go forward.
The new operations centre, which is planned to be

built on Industrial Parkway North near St. John’s
Sideroad in the future, will be up for discussion at this
Tuesday’s Council meeting. 
It comes on the heels of  the previous week’s General

Committee meeting where Councillors retained con-
sultants to go forward with the site design. But the rec-
ommendation last Tuesday, however called for the
building to be built to silver LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design standards). For
some Councillors, this might not be good enough for
Aurora and they called on Aurora to shoot for the gold,
the penultimate step to platinum certification.
“Private enterprises are moving to gold and plat-

inum and are realising significant energy savings,”
said Councillor Chris Ballard.
According to CAO Neil Garbe, however, silver is

Aurora’s standard, but Councillors wanted to know
how much of  an impact there would be on the project’s
bottom line to shoot for the gold. A premium for gold,
according to Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director of
Infrastructure, would be 5.5 per cent of  costs, while sil-
ver stands at 3.55.
“These are based on figures that the Region of  York

has compiled in their studies for the LEED silver pro-
gram and we estimated a 10 year payback for our invest-

ment in that premium,” said Mr. Simanovskis. 
While new figures will have to come forward to see

how long it would be for Aurora to realise payback on
investing on the Gold Standard, the argument that it
would be valuable to look at this didn’t convince
Councillor Evelyn Buck who said she had doubts on
how long it would take to get 
payback.
“We’re already looking at a fee of  $680,000 to do what

is here before us,” she said. “We have no idea what
extra it would cost. It wouldn’t be the staff  that would
be doing it, it would be the professionals in the field
who would be reviewing details of  this building and
revise the figure of  what it would cost and I don’t think
it is a small figure at all.
“I haven’t supported this project from the beginning,

but I am not going to support any additional work or
additional investment above what has already been
done by our staff.”
If  approved this week, the decision rendered at com-

mittee level will see the Town move forward with a
detailed design contract for the new joint ops centre,
which would be shared by the Parks and the Works
departments. It will replace the current 40 year old
works department on Scanlon Court, a site which has
almost uniformly been deemed inadequate for today’s
services. 
The new lot, which is just north of  AIIM, is 5.8 acres

and the proposed building would cover 49,000 square
feet. 
While going forward with the design will clock in at

$680,000 the entire project when all is said and done is

estimated to cost $17 million. 
In his report, Mr. Simanovskis reiterated that the

time is now to go forward with the project as proceeding
outweighs all benefits of  deferring the project. There
has been a need to expand the existing site since 2001,
he said, and having the project “shovel ready” will help
the Town gain federal and provincial grants to bear
some of  the brunt of  the final price tag. 
Going forward, however, has its own risks, he said,

and these range from Aurora getting closer and closer
to build out so the need for developable land is at a pre-
mium, to the future of  the current Parks department
near Machell Park.
Debate also centred around on just what this build-

ing would look like in the end. Councillor Evelyn Buck
said what is really needed is just “a garage with some
office facilities on the side.” The Town has done very
well, she said, with prefabricated buildings and
although she agreed the current building was past its
sell-by date, she said she was not in favour of  building
the “Taj Mahal” of  buildings.
Councillor Michael Thompson said he too was con-

cerned with ensuring the building was “functional” not
“necessarily excessive or extravagant. 
“We are very much conscious of  the costs associated

with it and really at the end of  the day it is function out
of  form,” he said.
One Councillor holding out on going forward with

this was Councillor John Gallo.
“We don’t build these kinds of  things very often and

unless we do it right, I will have great difficulty support-
ing this,” he said. “That is not to say we haven’t done it
right up until now. I don’t necessarily agree that form
follows function. 
“Obviously function is going to be a driving force but

my philosophy in life has always been to do or make or
build the best that we can possibly build. If  you can’t
afford it today, you shouldn’t be building it. You build it
when you can afford it.”.

“Clean” audit was not without problems
By Brock Weir

Aurora passed its 2011 audit at a special committee
meeting of  Council last week, and although the audit
was described as “clean”, errors that were found during
the project courted controversy. 
The audit was presented last Monday by auditors

GrantThornton LLP and in there a number of  mistakes
on the Town’s part were reported including financial
misstatements of  varying degrees, which were identi-
fied and accounted for within the report. Some of  these
mistakes caused the bulk of  the document to be
received in closed session away from the public gaze.
This move caused some concern from Councillors

before they went behind closed doors.
“I have concerns about why we’re going into closed

session; I have read the confidential report and I can
only rely on what I read in the confidential report, but
it doesn’t seem to meet the test,” said Councillor Chris
Ballard on the report before Councillors.
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe replied that the contents of  the

confidential report could lead to the naming of  an iden-
tifiable individual (“not in a good way”, added
Councillor Ballard) and information could put the “cor-
poration at risk.”
“The Mayor is correct that the section is of  particu-

lar concern,” said Aurora CAO Neil Garbe. “It is...par-
ticularly sensitive and Council can hear that in closed
session, or you can determine otherwise, but I think it
is appropriate.”
Councillor Ballard, however, bolstered by support

from Councillor Wendy Gaertner, pressed on that the
discussions should be public. Audits in the past, he said,
including “special audit reports that have been poten-
tially even more embarrassing” have been discussed in
public.
“Maybe when we get into closed session, I will have

an ‘aha!’ moment, but this report as it stands does not
tell me or convince me it shouldn’t be in public.”
Mr. Garbe, however, said any time it involves a poten-

tially identifiable individual – and granted it would be
the first time such a report was discussed in closed ses-
sion during his tenure at the town – he insisted that
comments in the confidential report remain so.
That was ultimately the case, and Councillors went

behind closed doors after hearing a brief  synopsis of
the audit at the table.
“The findings of  the audit resulted in a clean report

on the audited financial statements,” said Town
Treasurer Dan Elliott in a report to Council. “Obviously
the closed session item has some other issues that are of
concern to them and to us, so the auditor’s intent to
issue a clean audited statement suggesting that they are
fairly presented with the rules at bay and reflect the
results of  our operations.”
According to auditor Joanne Rogers who was on

hand to speak to the public portion of  the audit, a few
things still need to be “tidied up” within the document
including employee benefits, as well as numbers that
are coming in on tax assessment for golf  courses, which
resulted in over $700,000 in taxes being returned to
three of  five area golf  courses after several years of
negotiation in the courts.
“The golf  courses appealed their assessments en

masse throughout the last ten years and the appeal has
finally been resolved and we’re finally getting that

information from each golf  course on how it was effect-
ed, but it was a significant assessment reduction to the
golf  courses and it was the methodology being applied
to golf  courses,” said Mr. Elliott, noting that all courses
at one point were taxed at the commercial rate because
they were generating revenue. 
Now, however, only the club houses are classified as

commercial with the courses themselves designated as
residential for taxes.
“[The difference] was nearly $700,000 and we share

that with the Region and the School Board proportion-
ately,” he added.
This raised the eyebrows of  Councillor Evelyn Buck.
“The concern I have with that is for six and a half

years we budgeted based on an anticipated income from
assessment and now all these years later we discover we
didn’t have that money so it is not only that we budget-
ed on the basis that we anticipated,” she said, asking
what the impact of  that would be on the Town as a
whole. 
Additional concerns were also brought to the table

including some related technical and financial errors
related to the Stronach Aurora Recreaion Complex
(SARC) and in other areas. After being questioned by
Council on how these errors could happen, Mr. Elliott
said things like what happened at the SARC are “diffi-
cult to explain.”
A lot of  their work, he said, was done on Excel

spreadsheets and although they are confident in their
use, he said “there is no real great excuse as to why
these are happening other than transactions are quite
complex, the data changes from year to year, and the
people change from year to year.”
The 2013 budget, he added, will propose new meas-

ures for better financial accounting.
“While the audit report is ‘clean’ getting it to this

was not as smooth as it could have been,” said Mr.
Elliott in his report. “Due to some complexities and the
need for some prior period adjustments, there was
much back and forth of  information between staff  and
the audit team. Once summer came upon us, additional
delays occurred due to staffing vacations on both sides.
“The closed session is held to protect the security of

the financial assets of  the Town. The Auditor’s Internal
Control Letter will not be made public in the interests of
the Corporation.”
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10-year plan charts nearly $200 million investment for Aurora
By Brock Weir

Nearly $200 million could be spent throughout
Aurora over the next 10 years on capital projects,
according to Town Treasurer Dan Elliott.
Mr. Elliott presented his 10 Year Capital Plan to

Councillors last week in a document which out-
lines all the costs predicted to hit the Town over
the next decade. The plan keeps track of  Town
assets and helps department heads plan ahead for
the future replacement and repair of  existing
assets, as well as underscore what he described as
“pinch points” which could be faced by the Town
for the foreseeable future. 
The report outlines three key areas for plan-

ning, including the repairing and replacement of
existing assets, new assets “required to meet
growth needs” and “special periodic large studies
and other projects. Over the next 10 years, Mr.
Elliott forecasts that $84.7 million will be spent on
repair and replacement, while $95.7 million will
go towards new assets, and $3 million spent on
studies for a grand total of  $183 million. 
While things are clearly laid out, the future,

however, is not so clear. There are insufficient
funds to support the infrastructure needed over
the next 10 years, he said. $43 million of  the repair
and replacement needed could be funded by tax
funded reserves for these programs, with a $15
million coming from gas tax funds from the feder-
al government. 
“We receive [gas tax funds] every year and we

use it up every year for roads, and that represents
another $15 million into what would otherwise be
tax rate funded R&R (repair and replacement)
projects,” said Mr. Elliott at last week’s meeting,
noting that $2.6 million is currently put into the
R&R fund annually from taxes.
“We’re drawing out $4.3 million and we’re only

putting $2.6 million in, that leaves an annual fund-
ing gap of  $1.7 million per year. If  I needed to
close that this year, it represents a loan of  5.4 per
cent tax increase. If  the gas tax was cancelled, it
would represent a 4.6 per cent tax increase if  that

suddenly dried up because the Feds decided to
cancel the program. Right now they are commit-
ted until about 2017.
“Those are some pretty startling numbers. It

tells us...if  it weren’t for the gas tax, we’re pretty
much 10 per cent off  the mark, a 10 per cent tax
rate increase before our taxpayers are funding
what it actually costs us to replace those assets.”
Internal allocations of  funding needs to be

reviewed within the town to help cushion some of
the blow, he added. Some funds are currently
unsustainable while others still are too “rich.”
Aurora needs to “re-evaluate” its distribution 
formulas. Insufficient funds also face growth
funding for parks (see below), where funding from
development charges have been overspent and the
situation is getting worse. 
Aurora is currently behind in delivering a 

tennis court feasibility study, 1.5 soccer fields for
$2.5 million, a community skateboard park, two of
what are described as “minor skateboard 
features”, and has yet to complete the multi-pur-
pose sports field at Stewart Burnett Park near
Wellington and Leslie to the tune of  $2 million. 
Some Councillors expressed disappointment

with the numbers provided Tuesday by Mr. Elliott
and were looking for solutions.
“I don’t hear any references to investigating the

possibility of  public, private partnerships in some
of  these recreation programs that we’re talking
about,” said Councillor Evelyn Buck. “We have a
bubble for indoor soccer and we screwed up on
that agreement, so it is costing us money that it
shouldn’t, which is not to say that we should never
think about it again.”
According to Mr. Elliott, however, that while

one successful example of  a public private part-
nership around town is the multipurpose field
shared by the Town of  Aurora and St. Maximilian
Kolbe Catholic High School on Wellington Street
East, looking for further agreements is not 
necessarily the course he would like to take. 
“In my personal experience and in discussing

these with my colleagues, you must enter into

these [partnerships] with extreme caution and
extreme skepticism and it seems that the lawyers
are the ones that win,” said Mr. Elliott. “The proj-
ect has to be timed correctly and very carefully
planned. It’s very complex and I’m not afraid of
that, but it is not the magic bullet. Much smaller
ones can be done like we saw with St. Max.”
Councillor Buck, nevertheless, pressed on. 
“Just because it hasn’t been done well from the

beginning, and we’re looking at the impossibility
of  providing these facilities, as far as I am 
concerned we can’t keep taxing people in their
homes to provide everything that could be thought
of  that makes life pleasurable. That’s not what
property taxes are about and we have gone a long
way in that direction.”
Some, however, were glad there was more clari-

ty looking forward, to help the Town in its plan-
ning for the future.
“Your document paints a somewhat negative

picture, or concerning picture of  where we’re
going,” said Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. “I’m glad we
have the 10 year plan and that we’re moving for-
ward and getting some proper planning.”

Town is spending tomorrow’s growth funding
for yesterday’s growth: Treasurer 

By Brock Weir

When municipal law-
makers predict the
future, they usually pres-
ent a rosy picture of
things to come, but that
was not the case when
Aurora Treasurer Dan
Elliott outlined what the
next 10 years could look
like in Aurora.
Mr. Elliott appeared

before Councillors last
week to outline Aurora’s
10 year Capital
Investment Plan, a sched-
ule which outlines what
will be needed over the
next 10 years and how the
needs will be funded dur-
ing that time. For all the
Town has planned for the
next decade, however,
lack of  money coming
into the town presented a
very bleak outlook.
Eclipsed by this bleak

outlook was the future of
adding new parks in
Town. There is “insuffi-
cient” growth funding for
parks in the Town, said
Mr. Elliott in his presen-
tation, and this has
resulted in what he
described as a “project
backlog” which is related
to Aurora’s Development
Charges (DCs) account
being in the red.
“We’re spending

tomorrow’s growth fund-
ing for yesterday’s
growth and we’re still in
a catch-up mode and
we’re still overspent,” he
said. “In the past, we have
over-allocated DC funds
on parks and growth proj-
ects and we’ve dug our-
selves a hole. There are a

couple of  solutions...and
it is a multi-pronged
approach.”
Mr. Elliott proposes

revisiting the Town’s DC
background study to doc-
ument the backlog and
once that is done, recom-
mends Council look into
making a “one-time cash
injection” to “provide suf-
ficient funding for the
backlog and to recharge
and rebalance the
reserves. 
This money, he said,

could either come out of
the money raised by the
sale of  Leslie Street
lands, with $6 million ear-
marked for Parks fund-
ing, $7 million for the new
Joint Operations Centre,
$4 million to retrofit
Town Hall and implement
customer service initia-
tives, and the $3 million
balance to go to repair
and replacement reserves
for infrastructure. The
second option is to look at
the account which has
been the subject of  so
much debate at the
Council table and the
wider community – the
$30+ million in the
Town’s Hydro Reserve
account, garnered from
the sale of  Aurora Hydro.
“If  we don’t do any-

thing we’re going to have
to limit our future parks
development and, in any
event, we would have to
limit our future parks
development to only the
funds that are in the DC
study and not overdraw,
so we can’t overfund the
DCs for parks projects.”
In his report presented

to Council, Mr. Elliott
said when all DC reserves
are accounted for,
whether or not that
account is in the black or
in the red fluctuates from
year to year. 
“Individual reserve

balances in a deficit one
year are essentially being
borrowed from balances
with a positive amount,”
said Mr. Elliott in his
report. “Over the ten year
planning horizon, the
individual reserve fund
balances appear to
remain viable, with the
exception of  the Parks,
and the Indoor
Recreation Facilities DC
accounts. 
“The Recreation DC

funding is currently in a
deficit, but is projected to
recover within the next
ten years. The Park’s DC
funding does not recover.
Further, as previously
reported, the Parks DC is
currently overdrawn,
while at the same time
there remains a list of
capital projects required
to meet growth infra-
structure needs of  the
recent growth of  the com-
munity.”
Overall, the Town is

behind by at least 1.5 soc-
cer fields, as prescribed
in the recent Parks and
Recreation Master Plan,
and a skateboard park
amongst a host of  other
sports facilities.
From the perspective

of  Councillor Wendy
Gaertner, when it comes
to backlogs for parks and
recreation facilities, fea-
sibility studies need to be

taken to see what the
Town can afford.
“That’s one of  the rea-

sons I think we’re in such
a deficit in the reserve
account,” she said. “The
tax levies don’t look so
good for this year. Next
year looks better, but cer-
tainly once the DC fund-
ing is gone, these are
questions that are going
to have a big impact on
Council.”
Councillor Gaertner

also said it would be in
the best interests of  the
Town to look at the serv-
ice levels they provide to
users. In response, Mr.
Elliott said in some cases
service levels have been
“adopted from different
places” including from
municipalities that are
“excelling” in certain
services.
“You bring them

together and you sort of
have the ultimate service
bundle,” he said. “It is
possible that has crept
into our planning over
the years and perhaps a
study on service levels
needs to be done, particu-
larly in this area.
“I look forward to

sticking to a really strict
plan to move forward in
order for us not to contin-
ue going in the direction
we are,” said Councillor
Sandra Humfryes. “We
need to be fully aware of
these issues. I’m worried
about what I am hearing
and I look forward to
working on a plan that is
going to keep us on track
and get us into a healthy
position.”
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The CNIB’s new headquarters was officially opened Wednesday by Aurora Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe along with (from left) Whitchurch-Stouffville Councillor Clyde
Smith, Newmarket Mayor Tony Van Bynen, Richmond Hill Councillor Vito Spatafora,
and the CNIB’s Christopher McLean. With the ribbon successfully cut, the officials
took a stab at the cake.                                                    Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

Client and volunteer Owen Parker, pictured above with his guide dog Falcon, gave
a rousing speech to the crowd on the importance of the organization.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

CNIB increases awareness with new York Region office
By Brock Weir

When Owen Parker began to lose his
peripheral vision about 12 years ago, he
tried to take things in his stride. 

He continued working for a time, con-
tinued driving, and generally tried to
live his life as best he could. About six
years ago, however, his situation had
deteriorated to a point when this was no
longer a viable option. He made a deci-
sion on his own to stop driving and work-
ing simply because it was becoming too
dangerous. It was an early retirement,
but an early retirement to what?

“I stayed home and did nothing and
everybody goes through the stage we call
deniability because I could still get
around without any help,” he said. 

Mr. Parker turned to the CNIB – the
Canadian National Institute for the
Blind – where he received orientation
and instruction from a mobility expert
on how to use white mobility canes and
was told it might be a good idea to look
into getting a guide dog. It’s advice he
said he is glad he followed, and as he
moved around a reception held last week
to mark the grand opening of  the CNIB’s
York Region headquarters, his guide dog
Falcon, a black lab, was one of  the stars
of  the show. 

“One of  the most important things I
learned at guide dog school was learning
how to help the dog help me,” said Mr.
Parker, who has also lived with hearing
loss in both ears since birth, noting his
vision is now limited to looking down a
long, dark tunnel, although the picture
at the end of  the tunnel is very clear.
“You can really develop such a close
bond, maybe more so than a normal pet
because he’s not just a normal pet. He’s
your eyes.”

Mr. Parker spoke to The Auroran just
ahead of  the ribbon cutting by Aurora
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, Newmarket
Mayor Tony Van Bynen, and representa-
tives from Richmond Hill and
Whitchurch-Stouffville, signalling the

ceremonial opening of  their new head-
quarters, which is now located in the
ground floor of  a building on Davis
Drive in Newmarket, just across the road
from Southlake Regional Health Centre.
Although they have long been in the
building, their new offices on the ground
floor build a greater community pres-
ence and provide greater access to their
clients. 

“We have always been here and I
think there is a misconception amongst
the public that you have to be totally
blind to access CNIB’s programs and
services and that is really not the case,”
said Mardi Taylor, Regional Manager for
the CNIB. “Anybody dealing with any
kind of  vision loss, we’re here as a
resource, we’re here as a support, we’re
here to point people to other community
resources they didn’t know about.”

These services were certainly taken
up by Mr. Parker, who now counts 
himself  as one of  the CNIB’s tireless 
volunteers throughout the Region. Along
with peer support, he acts as an 
ambassador to schools, nursing homes,
and corporations and raising awareness
has become a passion.

“It’s so important to raise awareness
for the CNIB [because] to me because I
have had a lot of  stuff  here, I have adapt-
ed well, and I find it very rewarding try-
ing to pass those services onto other
clients,” he said.

There was about a six year gap from
when Mr. Parker was diagnosed with
retinitis pigmentosa and when he actual-
ly sought assistance from the CNIB
which lead him to Falcon. This reluc-
tance to come forward, he said, is quite
common and can be attributed to what
he described as the “deniability” factor.

“Everybody goes through it, but I’m
not sure why,” he said. “Some people are
afraid to let other people know they can’t
see very well. It’s not unusual but the
hard thing is to get over that. Once they
get over that, everything becomes so

Continued on page 19



Page 13THE AURORAN, Tuesday, October 9, 2012

Richmond Hill Subaru
is a proud sponsor of

Dream Halloween
For tickets please contact Kelly Broome-Plumley
NewRoads Subaru of Richmond Hill, Customer Relations Manager
kelly.broome@newroads.ca   905-967-1778

A  GALA  EVENT  SUPPORT ING 6  LOCAL  CHAR I T I ES

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25
AT THE MANOR IN KETTLEBY

Entertainment I  Costumes I  Live & Silent Auction I  Gourmet Dining

11645 Yonge Street   1-888-306-4960   905-883-3555

RichmondHillSubaru.com

Stouffville Rd.

19th Ave.

Elgin Mills Rd.

Yonge St.

tasked staff  to come up with
some alternatives to present
to the Commission and three
options are expected to be
debated at Council this
week.

In a report published
Friday by Anthony Ierullo,
Aurora’s Manager of
Strategic Initiatives, the
first option to be considered
is Aurora in its entirety
with northern Richmond
Hill, uniting the Town with
Oak Ridges.

“Proposing alternative
redistributions is a delicate
exercise because changes to
one riding have ramifica-
tions for others,” said Mr.
Ierullo. “In this context, a
broader view of  the Region
must also be considered. 

“This option includes all
of  Aurora and a portion of
Richmond Hill centred on
the community of  Oak
Ridges along the natural
divide of  the Oak Ridges
Moraine. Prior to the cre-
ation of  the Regional
Municipality of  York and
the delineation of  the cur-
rent municipal boundaries
of  Aurora and Richmond
Hill in 1971, both Aurora
and Oak Ridges were cen-
tred on Yonge Street along
the boundary between King
and Whitchurch
Townships.”

This option also has his-
torical roots in the fact
Aurora and Richmond Hill
had previously been part of
the same riding, he said,
noting that Newmarket up
to Green Lane would meet
the Commission’s criteria
as a standalone riding.

These commonalities
between Aurora and Oak
Ridges clearly fit into the
criteria set forth by Mr.
Ierullo. In coming up with
these options, he took 
into consideration the
Commission’s prescription
to identify “communities of
interest or identity, histori-
cal electoral district pat-
terns and manageable geo-
graphic size.” This is also
reflected in the second
option, which would be a
new riding of  “Aurora-
King-Whitchurch.”

This new riding would
include all of  Aurora and
King, and Whitchurch-
Stouf fvi l le  without
Stouffville proper. Under
this option, Richmond Hill
could be divided into two
ridings just within their
own boundaries, and
Stouffville could remain
with Markham. 

The third option might
be a little more complicated
for boundary reviewers and
that is a re-jigged version of
Newmarket-Aurora which
would include all of  Aurora
and most of  Newmarket up
to Davis Drive. 

“This proposed riding is
the closest to the target pop-
ulation of  the three options
and results in an even popu-
lation split between the
Town of  Aurora and the
Town of  Newmarket (50.4
per cent and 49.6 per cent
respectively,” noted Mr.
Ierullo. “This delineation
no longer includes portions
of  two municipalities on
either side of  Newmarket
and allows for the 10 federal
electoral districts that cover

York Region to be located
completely within York
Region boundaries.

“Prior to the creation of
the Regional Municipality
of  York, the southern bor-
der of  the Township of  East
Gwillimbury was Davis
Drive/Highway 9. This new
delineation makes a
Northern York riding possi-
ble that does not require
parts of  Simcoe County and
Durham Region and creates
a logical boundary across
the entire Region at
Highway 9/Davis Drive.”

However Aurora Council
decides to go forward on
which option or options to
take to the Federal Electoral
Boundaries commission
next week, you too can have
your voice heard on the
future whether you are for
or against the proposal.

The first meeting will be
held Thursday, October 18
at 11 a.m. at Richmond
Hill’s Sheraton Parkway
Toronto North Hotel and
Suites in the Aurora Room.
The hotel is located at 600
Highway 7 East. The second
meeting will be held in the
same hotel and the same
room the following day,
Friday, October 19, 2012 at 10
a.m.

Have your say: Do you
prefer any of  the three
options presented by the
Town of  Aurora, or do you
agree with the Commission’s
proposal to split Aurora into
two ridings? Take our 
poll at www.theauro
ran.com, or send your com-
ments to letters@auro
ran.com.

Options could impact neighbouring towns
From page 1

Members of the Queen’s York Rangers paraded out of their old home on Larmont
Street this Spring, making their way to the new Lt. Gov. John Graves Simcoe
Armoury on Industrial Parkway South. Councillor John Abel will be bringing 
forward a proposal this month to breathe new life into the old armoury.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Old Armoury should have new uses: Councillor
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s regiment,
The Queen’s York
Rangers, has called the
new Lieutenant-
Governor John Graves
Simcoe Armoury home
since the spring.

If  one Councillor has
his way, however, the
Town will work with the
Department of  National
Defence (DND) to
breathe new life into
their old digs on
Larmont Street. When
the Regiment moved to
its new home in May, it
was seen by many people
associated with the
Rangers as a bittersweet
transition, leaving their

long-time home which
was Canada’s longest-
serving armoury.

The historic location
of  the building, however,
would lend itself  to
many community uses
and Councillor John
Abel is set to bring for-
ward a motion this week
calling on the Aurora to
put in an early bid for
the building. 

In his motion, which
will be discussed further
at a Council meeting
later this month, he calls
on the Town to “pursue a
temporary arrangement,
be it a short term lease
or otherwise so that the
Aurora Armoury be
used to keep active for

the use and betterment
of  the Town of  Aurora
and in keeping of  the
fine heritage of  the
Queen’s York Rangers.”

His motion pays trib-
ute to the close links
between the Town and
the Regiment, and their
shared history in the
drill shed which dates
from the 1870s. Declared
s u r p l u s  
by the Department of
National Defence, the
next steps for the DND is
to offer the building to
other Federal min-
istries. If  there are no
takers, they then offer to
sell the building to the
next two levels of  gov-

Continued on page 19
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Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association

Results up to October 5, 2012

HOUSE LEAGUE
203 Caravan Kids - Toronto White:   6 - Yi
Wang 1G, Rylan Kirchmair 1A, Brent Davison
3G, Dexter Cole 1G, Anthony Minichello 1G
1A.  202 Caravan Kids - Boston Gold  4 -
Jordon Ko 2G, Noah Bobrow 2G. 
407 McDonald's - Kelly Green  10 - Nathan
Mohabeer 2G 1A, Giancarlo De Appollonia 3G
1A, Nicholas Zambri 2G, Andrew Pearce 1G
1A, Brennan Powell 1A, Johnathan Avgousti
1A, Christopher McGee 2A, Andrew Flores
2G 1A.  404 McDonald's - Blue   0
402 McDonald's - Gold  8 - Griffin Charnley
4G, Luke Pignatelli 1G, David Iacovetta 2G,
Ethan Ritchie 1G, Hunter Edwards 1A,
Marchel Woods 2A,  Liam Morassutti 2A.
409 McDonald's - Teal 3 - Corson Haywood
1G, Michael Pantalone 1A, Glenn Steward 1A,
Justin Just 2G. 
403 McDonald's - White   8 - Matthew
Muxlow 3G, Ian Hilgendorff  1G, Sebastian
Santagato 2G, Max Railton 2G, Matteo Rossi
1A, Liam Parris.  408 McDonald's - Grey:   1
- Alex Morra 1G.  
410 McDonald's - Orange   9 - Matthew
Cowl 2G 1A, Ethan Joiner 2G 2A, Liam Vivian
2G 1A, Logan Kidder 2G 1A, Aiden O'Toole 1G
1A.  401 McDonald's - Red   3 - Thomas Rae-
burn 2G, Thomas Green 1G, Mitchell Hudson
1A, David Moschella 1A.  
405 McDonald's - Black  9 - Jackson Gal-
braith 5G, Sam Morin 2G 1A, Sandrine Meu-
nier-Geoffroy 1G, Cameron Moir 3A,  Aaron
Murphy-Sealy 1A, Cristian Troubitsin 1A,
Nicholas Betivoiu 1A,  Dylan Thompson 1A,
Michael Holden 1A,  Zachary Phillips 1G 1A.
406 McDonald's - Purple  5 - Christian
Romas 2G 2A, Omar Ozturk 2G, Matthew
Pelan 1G, Kyle Rame 1A, Nathan Gabay 1A.  
610 Rotary Club of  Aurora   1 - Shayne
Colin 1G, Andrew Pignatelli 1A.  608 Master-
mind Toys  1 - Ben Pitre 1G, Jack Hosmer
1A,  Brayden Pitre 1A.  
602 Aurora Chrysler   4 - Jack Viney 1G,
Alexandre Meunier-Geoffroy 2G, Andrew
Fiorini 1G 1A, Nathan Smith 2A.  609 Au-
rora Lodge #148 IOOF   4 - Christopher
Walsh 1G 1A, Ryan Ruuskanen 5A, Dane
Kerkkamp 2G, Stephen Silverio 1G, Rony
Wahab 1A.  
603 Optimist Club of  Aurora  5 - Eric
Flicker 3G, Brad Shennan 1G 1A, Evan
Robertson 1G 1A, Dillon Varone 1A, Garrett
Kohler, shutout.  606 Benson Kearlye IFG
0
810 Neuman's Puck Bandits  4 - Nathan
Sherrard 1G, Jordi Severini 2G, Michael
Montesanti 1G 3A, Matt Leclair 1A, Kyle
Wulle 1A.  803 McAlpine Ford   2 - Owen
Bourrie 1G, Nick Stanolis 1A, Troy Lane 1G. 
809 Manhattan Trophies Ltd.  6.  804 Op-
timist Club of  Aurora  3
808 Twirl 'n' Tip Yogurt Cafe'  9 - Ben Kis-
sack 2G, Conner Tripp 4A,  Jordan Kagan 1G,
Anthony Livia 1A, Tony Sul 2A,  Tyler Frise
2G 1A, William Morin 1G 2A, Aidan Woolsey
2G, Justin Miller 1G, Matt Gardner 1A.  805
York Region Auto   1 - Joey Leger 1G,
Shawn Mason 1A.  
808 Twirl 'n' Tip Yogurt Cafe'   5 - Anthony
Livia 1G, Dustin Crossley 1G, Ben Kissack 2G
1A, William Morin 1G 2A, Conner Tripp 1A,
Tyler Frise 1A.  806 Backyard Pool & Spa
Co. Ltd.  4 - Andrew Sutherland 2G 1A, Elias
Pasni 2G 1A, Alex Carter 1A.  
805 York Region Auto:   2 - Jackson
Clements 1G, James Eydt 1G, Dylan Van
Eeden, shutout.  809 Manhattan Trophies
Ltd.:   0
810 Neuman's Puck Bandits:   6 - Nat Leon-
tis 1G, Michael Montesanti 1A,  Jordi Sev-
erini 1G, Noah Murpy Sealy 1G, Marcus
Hamann 1G 1A, Nathan Sherrard 2G, James

Samson 1A.  804 Optimist Club of  Aurora
4 - Max Bruckner 2G 1A, Alex Tashos 1G 2A,
Adam Medeiros 2A, Chris Aldis 1G, Cam
Jackson 1A, Darren Tree 1A.  
803 McAlpine Ford  2 - Dylan Cowell 1G 1A,
Troy Lane 1G. 802 Aurora Home Hardware
Bldg Ctr.   0
904 A.D.C. Aluminum   6 - Evan Jackson 3G
1A, Liam Joiner 1G, Nick Scott 1G 1A, Ben
Ashton 1G, Tyler Abushinov 1A,  Harry Ri-
opelle 2A, Christopher Ottman 2A, Christo-
pher Ottman 2A,  Michael Tanel 2A. 903
BMO Bank of  Montreal  1 - Luc Martineau
1G, Brendan Elliot 1A.  
905  7 - Graeme McDonald 2G, Andrew

Kaszuba 1G 1A, Jonah Blaser 1G, Stewart
Reid 1G 1A, Mitchell Arnold 1G 1A, Lucas
Marek 2A, Randy Sutton 1A,  Colin Dunlop
1A, Jeff  Stobo 1G 2A. 906 AHPA  5 - Jamie
Wilson 1G, Brayden Babineau 1G 1A, Jerryd
Jensen 2G, Owen Nesbit 1G, Zack Cowl 2A,
Adam Ashraf  1A,  Gabe Oulahen 1A.  
907 Crabby Joe's   4 - Tyler Futterer 1G 1A,
Josh Bell 2G, Alex McDonald 1G 2A, Andre
Cristillo 2A, John Partland 1A.  908 Laurion
Law Office  1 - Liam Coll 1G, Nathan Nealon
1A, Jordan Stephenson 1A.  
909 Inaria   3 - Jesse Joynt 1G, Cameron Sta-
ples 1G, Michael Liscio 1G, Tyler Hindley 1A,
Matt Liscio 1A,  James Johnston 1A,  Andrew
Foresi 1A.  910 Neuman's Puck Bandits   2
- Cole Baker 1G, Gavin Patterson 1G, Austin
Harvie 1A, Matt Sanita 1A, Kevin Hillsdon
1A, Chris Sanita 1A.  
911 Coldwell Banker Case:   13 - Paul Neo-
phytou 4G 2A, Paul Mason 1G 2A, Graham
Killby 2G, Kyle Stratchan 3G 2A, Spencer
Green 1G 1A, Russell Johnson 2G 4A, Alex
Popa 3A, Grant Kavanagh 2A,  Lockart Mc-
Mann 2A,  Matthew Neice 1A.  912:   2 - Liam
Gray 1G, Nick Delzotto  1G, Michael Walsh
1A, Scott Taylor 1A, Anwar Hared 1A.  
911 Coldwell Banker Case:   6 - Russell
Johnson 1G 1A, Paul Mason 1G, Mitch Carter
1G, Spencer Green 2G, Paul Neophytou 1G
1A, Graham Killby 1A,  Michael Arcuri 1A,
Lockart McMann 1A,  Lockart McMann 1A.
908 Laurion Law Office:   5 - Jake Arcan-
geli 1G, Liam Coll 2G, Nathan Nealon 1G 1A,
Michael Imesis 1G, Tim Pare 1A,  Zac Kroll
1A,  Michael McKerracher 1A,  Denzel
Speller-Drews 1A,  Andrew Gourlay 1A.  
902 Tile Master  3 - Graham Robinson 1G,
Brett Bond 1G, Alex Harrison 1G, Domenic
Fiorini 1A, Jason Glionna 1A, Erick Bor-
tolotti 1A.  905   1 - Randy Sutton 1G. 
913   5 - Neil Duggan 1G, Mackenzie Smith
1G, Alec Ground 1G 1A, Cody Child 1G, Ryan
McGolrick 1G, Chris End 1A,  Geoff  Siow 1A,
Kevin Siery 2A,  Nathan Dinatale 1A.  910
Neuman's Puck Bandits  1 - Austin Harvie
1G, Derek Keun 1A,  
904 A.D.C. Aluminum  6 - Liam Joiner 2G,
Michael Tanel 1G 3A, Ben Ashton 1G 1A,
Nick Scott 1G, Evan Jackson 1G 1A, Christo-
pher Ottman 1A,  Harry Riopelle 1A.  907
Crabby Joe's   1 - Josh Bell 1G. 
909 Inaria:   5 - James Johnston 1G 1A, Eric
Balkovec 3G, Matt Liscio 1G 1A, Nicholas
Steiner 1A,  Parker Baile 2A 906 AHPA  4 -
Owen Nesbit 1G, Chris Sutherland 1A, Jamie
Wilson 1G 1A, Zack Cowl 1G.     
912   3 - Chris Crisolago 1G, Robert Doswell
1G, Liam Gray 1G 1A, Nick Delzotto  1A, Sean
Foxwell 1A, Josh Lye 1A.  903 BMO Bank of
Montreal   1 - Luc Martineau 1A. 

REP LEAGUE
Tyke Select A,  Newmarket  5.  Aurora  3
-  Jared McNeil 1G 1A, Matthew Lyons 1G 1A,
Callum Millar 2A, Erik Guilbert 1G, Lucas
Wilhelm 1A.   
Tyke - Select A, Newmarket  5.  Aurora  4

- Matthew Lyons 2G 1A, Callum Millar 2G,
Joshua Blades 1A, Lucas Vacca 1A,  Jared Mc-
Neil 1A  
Tyke - Select A, Richmond Hill   5.  Au-
rora  2 - Lucas Vacca 2G, Callum Millar 1A,
Joshua Blades 1A.  
Tyke - Select A, Aurora  5 - Callum Millar
1G, Jared McNeil 1A,  Bradley Gardiner 2G
1A, Lucas Vacca 1A,  Michael Ciaravella 1G
1A, Owen McNamara 1G 1A.  Barrie Mini  1.  
Novice AA, Richmond Hill  4.  Aurora  3 -
Cameron Boyd 1G, Emmett Ross 1G, Andrew
Parsons 1G, Daniel Iwai 1A, Andrew Parsons
1A,  Marco Djordjevic 1A.   
Novice AA, Newmarket   6.  Aurora  0.
Novice A - Barrie  1.   Aurora  1 - Adriano
Fanuzzi 1G, Sam Belman 1A.   
Novice A ,  Aurora 4 - Kellan Sherman 2G,
Sam Spong 1G 2A, Adriano Fanuzzi 1G,
Stephen Gummersall 1A,  Jordan Dool 1A,
Kevin Wasserman 1A.  Bradford   2.  
Novice A,  Markham   3.   Aurora  1 -
Stephen Gummersall 1G. 
Novice AE,  Markham  10.   Aurora  4 -
Austin Venneri 1G, Carson Day 1A, Nathan
Mochizuki 1G, Malcolm Parkinson 1A,  Ethan
Powell 1G, Dylan Vasilevski 1A,  Alex
Nechadim 1G.  
Novice AE,   Aurora  2 -  Dylan Vasilevski
1G, Austin Venneri 1G, Ryan Blakley 1A,
Graham Hoogers, shutout.   Georgina   0.
Minor Atom AA,  Aurora   2 -  Myles Gra-
ham 1G, Nicholas Pisapia 1G 1A, Lucas De
Palma 1A,  Calum Ormond 1A.  Richmond
Hill  1.
Minor Atom A,  Aurora  5 - Ethan Solilo 1G,
Jake McMillan 1A,  Ayden Whilby 1G 1A,
Ryan Weeks 2G, Dylan Andersen 1G, Liam
Taylor 1A,  Jonah Spataro 1A.  Richmond
Hill  2.
Minor Atom A,  Aurora  3 - Jake McMillan
1G 1A, Noah Ruscica 1A, Ethan Solilo 1G 1A,
Ayden Whilby 1G 1A.  Port Perry   3. 
Minor Atom A,  Aurora  4 - Dylan Ander-
sen 1G, Jack Sutherland 1A, Ethan Solilo 2G,
Jake McMillan 2A,  Liam Taylor 1A,  Jonah
Spataro 1G, Christopher Koulouras 1A.
Duffield Devils  1.
Minor Atom A,  Aurora  7 - Ethan Solilo 2G,
Jake McMillan 2A, Ayden Whilby 1G 1A, Jack
Sutherland 2G, Gavin Loria 2G, Aidan Kirch-
mair 1A,  Dylan Andersen 2A,  Michael More
1A,  Jack MacFarland, shutout.  Bradford  0. 
Minor Atom A,  Aurora  5 - Ayden Whilby
1G 1A, Aidan Kirchmair 1A, Ethan Solilo 1G
2A, Jake McMillan 2G, Gavin Loria 1G, Liam
Hadcock, shutout.   Kingston  0.
Minor Atom AE,  Aurora  5 - Hunor Kristof
2G, Aiden Quinn 2G, Max McConkey 1G,
Tyler Cox 3A,  Nicholas Petinarelis 1A,  Ryan
Dunbar 1A, Ben Charette SO,  Gianluca Pan-
nozzo, shutout.  Innisfil   0.
Atom AA, TNT   2.  Aurora  1 - Jake Piper
1G, Zachary Kolm 1A.   
Atom AA,  Aurora  2 - Josh Lombard 2G,
Ethan Cameron 1A.   Stouffville  1.
Atom AA,  Aurora 4 - Carter Beswick 1G
1A, Brett Pearce 1G, Carson Maybury 1G,
Ethan Cameron 1G, Jake Adams 1A,  Jake
Piper 1A,  Zachary Kolm 1A, Evan Vierling
1A.   Barrie  3.
Atom A,  Aurora  4.  Barrie Colts  1.
Atom A,   Aurora  3.  Ajax   2.
Atom A,  Aurora  2. Markham  2.
Atom A,  Aurora  2.   Richmond Hill   1.
Atom A,  Aurora   3.  Innisfil  2.
Atom AE,  Richmond Hill  6.  Aurora  3 -
Zachary Grant 2G 1A, Carson Klein 1G 1A,
Geoffrey Wilson 1A.  
Atom AE,  Aurora 7 - Carson Tidd 1G 1A,
Geoffrey Wilson 3G 1A, Jake Iwai 1G 1A,
Mitchell Weatherall 1G, Zachary Grant 1G,
James Sproul 1A,  Sean Haw 1A, Curtis Man-
ley 2A, Joshua Torres 1A, Carson Klein 1A.

TNT  2. 
Atom AE,  Aurora  5 - James Sproul 1G 1A,
Carson Tidd 2G 1A, Joshua Torres 1G 1A,
Zachary Grant 1G, Sean Haw 1A, Liam Gra-
ham 2A,  Nicholas Alvarez, shutout.
Georgina   0.
Minor Peewee AA,  Aurora  3 - Malcolm
Johnston 2G, Harris Goan 1G 1A, Michael
McCue 1A, Michael Orlandi 1A,  Evan Pringle
1A, Warren Hill, shutout.  TNT   0.
Minor Peewee AA, Aurora  14 - Evan
Pringle 4G 2A, Michael McCue 2G, Dylan
Prescott 1G 2A, Stephen Whittle 1G 1A,
Pearce Baker 1G 1A, Andrew Wolanski 1G 1A,
Luke O'Keefe 1G, Malcolm Johnston 4A, Ryan
Lindsay 1A, Trevor Dungey 2A, Luke Joseph
1A, Michael Orlandi 3G 2A, Warren Hill,
shutout. Markham  0.
Minor Peewee AA,   Barrie  3. Aurora  1 -
Evan Pringle 1G, Stephen Whittle 1A.   
Minor Peewee A,  Aurora  4 - Luke Jarvis
2G, Craig Therkildsen 1A,  Matthew Mc-
Connell 1G, Ben Liotta 1A,  Alex Sandras 1G,
Colby Prymych 1A,  Connor Thomas 1A.
Orillia   2.  
Minor Peewee A,  Aurora  3 -  Tyler Sawyer
1G, Ben Liotta 1A, Adam Wloka 1A,  Noah
Johnson 1G, Alex Sandras 1A,  Craig Therk-
ildsen 1A, Andrew Park 1G, Spencer Morri-
son 1A, Will Sherman, shutout.  Innisfil   0. 
Minor Peewee AE,  Stouffville   4.  Aurora
3 - Thomas Childerhose 1G, Cooper Judson
1G, Anthony Iacovetta 1G. 
Minor Peewee AE,  Georgina 1.  Aurora
1 - Kyle Fowler 1G.
Peewee AA,  TNT  5.  Aurora  1.
Peewee AA,  Stouffville  4.  Aurora  3.
Peewee AA,  Aurora  3.  Markham  1. 
Peewee AA,  Georgina  2.  Aurora  2.  
Peewee A,  Aurora  2 -  Andrew Jorgensen
1G, Ben Spittle 1A, Carson Yeomans 1A, Ty
Boisseau 1G, Kyle Morning 1A,  Andreas Im-
perio, shutout.  Markham  0.
Peewee A,  Aurora  2 - Julien Aben 1G, An-
thony Capraro 1A, Andrew Jorgensen 1G,
Jamie Stewart 1A, Ty Boisseau 1A.   Barrie
2.  
Peewee A,  Aurora 3 - Julien Aben 2G 1A,
Anthony Capraro 1G, Brandon Vaughan 1A,
Peter Chimienti 1A.  Bradford  2.  
Peewee AE,  Aurora 9 -  Finn Reeves 4G 1A,
Mathew Hastings 1G 1A, Justin Evans 1G 2A,
Francesco Scuglia 1G, Callum Gorrell 1G 2A,
Colin Windle 1G 1A, Braden Reid 1A,
Nicholas Vamvakaris 2A,  Nic Huxley,
shutout.  Markham  0.
Peewee AE,  Georgina  5.  Aurora   2 - Finn
Reeves 1G, Callum Gorrell 1G, Nicholas Vam-
vakaris 1A,  Francesco Scuglia 1A,  Andrew
Cundari 1A.  
Minor Bantam AA,  Aurora   4.  Markham
0.
Minor Bantam A,  Aurora  5 - P Wolanski
1G 1A, E Pears 1G, M Kalmisto 2G, R Carpen-
ter 1A,  R Thornhill 1A, J Liotta 1G, J Schmitt
1A, G Belgue 1A.  East Gwillinbury  3.
Minor Bantam A,  Aurora 3 - T Kostoff  1G,
R Carpenter 1G 1A, M Kalmisto 1A, R Thorn-
hill 1A, J Liotta 1G.   Rochester   0.  
Minor Bantam A,  Innisfil  7.  Aurora   0.
Minor Bantam A,  Aurora  1 - R Thornhill
1G, B Langlois 1A.  Pittsburgh  1. 
Minor Bantam A,  Aurora  6 - J. Liotta 3G,
M Kalmisto 2G, T Kostoff  1A, R Carpenter
2A, J Rusnell 1A, G Belgue 1A, P Wolanski 1G
1A, K Rice 2A.  Pittsburgh  1.   
Minor Bantam AE,  Aurora   4 - Alexander
Simardone 1G, Jack Camplin 1G, Jared
Duthie 1G, Stewart Gable 1G, Cameron Dyer
2A, Keaton Thompson 1A,  Cameron Bugos
1A, Jack O'Keefe 1A. Stouffville  1.

Minor Bantam AE,  Aurora  6.   Richmond
Hill   2.
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Dylan Sikura battles his way to the puck against the Cobourg Cougars Saturday at
ACC1. The Tigers faced the Cougars again, this time on their own turf, Monday
afternoon sealing a 5-2 victory. We will have full coverage of this week’s game in
the October 16 edition of The Auroran.

Auroran photo by Brea Bartholet

Tigers have three reasons to be thankful
after Thanksgiving victories

By Brea Bartholet

It was an incredible Thanksgiving 
weekend for the Aurora Tigers.

Three games and three wins later, the
team could sit back and enjoy their turkey 
knowing they played their hardest. 

Winning both games against the Lindsay
Muskies and Cobourg Cougars, both by
shootouts nonetheless, the Tigers gave the
crowds an exciting start to the long week-
end.

On October 5, the Tigers paid the
Muskies a visit at the Lindsay Recreation
Centre.

Three 20 minute periods and an entire
overtime just wasn’t enough for our Tigers.
The boys recorded a win against the
Muskies by a final score of  4-3, with a 2-0
win during the shootout. The Tigers had
trouble getting into motion during the first
and second periods, but quickly came back
to win the game. 

The first period belonged to the Muskies.
Dean Klomp stole the show with the first
goal of  the evening 6.35 into the first period 
during a powerplay. Both teams made 
their best attempts to try and add a 
little more to the scoreboard, but after the
first period, the score stood at 1- 0.

In the second, Klomp was determined to
make his mark once again. At 3.39, he
scored his second goal, giving the Muskies a
2-0 lead. The Tigers fought hard to keep
themselves in the game, but went down 3-0
after another goal scored by Lindsay’s Matt
McCartney during another powerplay.

Now, it was the Tigers’ turn to strike
back. During a powerplay after the
Muskies’ Patrick Thornton was sent off  for
high sticking, Aurora’s Kyle Liu gave his
team some fire by scoring a beautiful goal at
12.19. Neither team gave the goalies a real
scare during the second period, holding the
score at 3-1 for the Muskies.

During the third period, despite multiple
penalties for the Tigers, Tyler Shaw and
Taylor McCloy lit up the ice just in time to

tie up the score at the end of  regulation
time. Giving their team a glimmer of  hope,
the game was forced into overtime, but with
no goals scored by either team.

Daniel Lisi and Dylan Wallace stole the
rest of  the game by winning the shootout 2-
0, determining which team would go home
with the win.

Aurora’s Sinclair stopped an astounding
34 shots of  the 37 that were aimed his way. It
was an exciting game away from home, but
the Tigers wanted more. The next day they
would bring it home to face the Cobourg
Cougars.

Finally in front of  a home crowd, the
Tigers were ready to bring down the house.
During the first period, Taylor McCloy
scored the only goal with just over a minute
left of  play.

McCloy decided it would be his night to
shine, and kicked off  the second period with
his second goal of  the night – only 0:10 in.
Setting the Tigers up with a 2-0 lead, the
Cougars were looking to give their oppo-
nents a bit of  a challenge.

Cobourg’s Connor Armour scored dur-
ing a powerplay, taking away a shutout from
the Tigers. With two more powerplays for
both teams, neither could capitalize, leaving
the score at 2-1 after the second.

It was the Cougars’ Justin Danforth who
got the final goal of  the game, 18.39 into the
third period. Forcing the game into over-
time, the Tigers weren’t able to make a
move, and a shootout was their last chance
to win in front of  their family and friends.

Daniel Clairmont and Dylan Wallace
were the ones to get it done. Both teams took
all five shootout chances, but the two Tigers’
players had proven they were there to win it
all. The Tigers would win the Saturday
night game with a final score of  3-2 against
the Cougars.

The Cougars had their chance at
Thanksgiving redemption Monday after-
noon, but the Tigers got in their way. As The
Auroran went to press, the Tigers just
sealed a 5-2 victory against the Cougars in

One focus drove Chappell in 2012 Paralympics
By Brea Bartholet

It takes years of  hard work,
dedication and perseverance for
one to live a life full of  success
while doing something they love,
and are truly passionate about.

And Aurora is lucky enough
to have one of  these individuals
– a man who has dedicated most
of  his life to teaching, training
and developing the skills of  mul-
tiple kids during his established
career as a swim coach.

Reg Chappell, who currently
resides in Newmarket, founded
the Aurora Swim Club in 1993.
He has been proudly coaching
swim students for 50 years.
Originally from Windsor,
Chappell really began to develop
his love of  the water while he
attended high school. His first
professional coach in school,
Keith Buckley, inspired him to
coach. He then moved on to the
University of  Windsor where
swim coach Ron Schlagel
schooled him in the fine art of
professional coaching. 

And with that, Chappell’s
career took off.

His personal record is cer-
tainly an impressive one – show-
casing his ability to train
national swim qualifiers since
1971 and some of  those individu-

als being able to qualify for the
1972, 1976, 1980, 1984, and 2008
Olympic Trials. But Chappell
wanted to go even further.

When he founded the Aurora
Swim Club in 1993, it was the
first swim program the commu-
nity ever had available to them.
With an experienced coaching
staff  behind him, Chappell was
ready to make his mark.

“Over the years of  being at
the Leisure Complex for four
hours a week, we began to 
outgrow it and needed to be at a
location with some brand new
pools,” he said. “Now we reside
at Leslie and Wellington at a 
better facility for our students to
learn.”

Recently, however, Chappell’s
focus on coaching was narrowed
down to just one individual.

During the recent Summer
Olympic Games, Chappell was
asked to coach on the
Paralympic Swimming Team as
a personal trainer to an
Olympian named Summer
Mortimer. A few years ago,
Mortimer had a trampoline acci-
dent which left her with shat-
tered feet. Chappell resolved to
include her in the Ducks pro-
gram, where he watched her
develop into an Olympic hope-
ful.

“Summer’s father and I are
very good friends, and I have
coached her for many years
alongside her father. Last win-
ter, they approached me and
asked if  I would accompany her
to the Paralympic Games this
summer and I was honoured to
do so.”

The Olympic experience was
one of  the biggest highlights of
the coach’s career so far.

“It was outstanding and
extremely exciting thing to be
part of,” he said.

“The British hospitality was
incredible. The volunteer sup-
port was great, and there were
almost 17,000 people a day sit-
ting up in the stands to watch
and cheer on the athletes. It was
amazing to see all of  the support
from everyone there.”

Now, Mortimer will take a few
months off  for recovery, putting
Chappell’s focus back on the
Ducks. He will step in to oversee
and support current coaches
during this year’s season. If
Mortimer decides to train for
the next Summer Olympics, then
Chappell will regain his coach-
ing position with her father to
begin preparations.

“She needs time to rest right
now. I’m going to do a lot of  one-

Cobourg. Kory Kennedy
scored the first goal in the
first period, while Daniel
Lisi tied things up in the sec-
ond.

The Cougars were shut
out in the third, with three
goals scored by Dylan
Wallace, Adam Moody, and
Daniel Clairmont.

The Auroran will have
full coverage of  this game
in the October 16 edition.

On Thursday, October 11,
the boys will play yet anoth-
er away game, this time fac-
ing the Stouffville Spirit at
7.30 p.m. at the Stouffville
Arena.

Continued on page 19



life with this principle in
mind, it doesn’t hurt to have
a full day dedicated to reflect-
ing with gratitude. For those
people who do not know the
idea behind the Law of
Attraction, it is simple:
thoughts become things.
Anything you put energy
and effort into, even the bad
stuff, will manifest in 
your life. 
The Universe does not

know what feelings are
attached to our thoughts
(good, bad, sad, mad) it sim-
ply uses the energy (never
created, nor destroyed) to
recreate the way we see the
world in our minds, before
our eyes. 
With this in mind, and

also understanding that we
cannot get more until we
appreciate what we already
have, it is important to guard
our thoughts by thinking
clearly about what we want
and focusing on that, and
that only. We must also trust
that we can have anything
we want, which will be deliv-
ered to us when we’re in a
place of  true acceptance.
And not a moment before.
I woke up on

Thanksgiving morning to a
quiet house. I went into the
kitchen to make a coffee
before turning on my com-
puter. I then consciously
decided to start my day off
with an attitude of  gratitude,

taking a moment to reflect on
what I am thankful for before
the house burst into life. 
Of  course I’m grateful for

my son, who has brought
many challenges into my life
with his triple mental health
diagnosis, but who has also
grounded me and given me a
reason to wake up every day.
I am grateful for my home,
even in its transitioning state
as I prepare for a move into
my first home later this
month.
I am grateful for my

friends – they have always
been my extended family,
and I got to choose them! 
I am grateful for my job.

Being a writer is the best job
in the whole world. 
I am grateful for my part-

ner. I never knew what true
love was until I met him. 
I am grateful for my

health, wealth and wonder –
it is true, your health is all
that matters. I am always
building my wealth (finan-
cially, emotionally and spiri-
tually) and I never knew that
being an individual would
serve me as well as it has in
life (although public school
was a little rough) until I
dared to believe in myself.
I am thankful this

Thanksgiving for many
things, but I am especially
grateful for knowing that I
am indeed thankful and the
ability to say so.

I’ve decided that
Thanksgiving is my favorite
holiday. 
Thanksgiving has all of

the perks of  a larger holiday,
without the fuss. There is the
turkey dinner (my favorite)
and the gathering of  family
and friends, and of  course a
day off  work. 
There are also the glorious

fall colours, the cool nights
(which at this point in the
year is still appreciated) and
the harvest – where delicious
Ontario fruits and vegetables
are in abundance, and eating
a healthy meal doesn’t cost an
arm and a leg.
What Thanksgiving does-

n’t have is: men in red suits,
bunnies with baskets and
ghosts and goblins running
amuck. Despite the afore-
mentioned’s promise to deliv-
er the goods, my Visa bill
seems to get slammed
(weird). I can live without
that.
As if  those aren’t 

enough reasons to love
Thanksgiving, there is also
what the holiday itself  stands
for. Giving thanks. Anyone
who follows the Law of
Attraction knows that the
only way to create true abun-
dance in our lives is to be
thankful for the things we
already have. 
The simplest way of  doing

that is to say “thank you” – a
lot. Although I try to live my

Page 16 THE AURORAN, Tuesday, October 9, 2012

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

Jerry Collins, owner/operator

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Minor Peewee AE Tigers capture Richmond Hill Early Bird trophy!
The Minor Peewee AE Tigers competed in the 13th Annual Richmond Hill Stars Early
Bird Tournament, held last month from September 13 through September 16.
The Tigers started off strong with a 8-0 win over the Richmond Hill Stars, a 6-2 win
over the Caledon Hawks and a 5-1 win over the Orangeville Flyers.
Placing first in their division, the Tigers were off to the semi-finals undefeated to
play the Orangeville Flyers. Knowing what needed to be done, the Tigers remained
focused and came through with a 5-1 semi-final victory.  
Facing the Caledon Hawks again in the finals did not faze the Tigers. They kept the
pressure on for a 4-1 victory to capture the championship!
Such an exciting weekend for the Tigers!  The coaches, parents and fans were so
proud and impressed by their teamwork and determination.  Go Tigers Go!

Submitted story and photo.
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Wendy Soloduik

Decision on Hydro Fund rules 
up for debate this week 

By Brock Weir

The future of
Aurora’s $30 million+
Hydro Funds could
become just a little bit
clearer this week.
Councillors are set to

approve a series of
changes to the rules
governing how Council
can come to a decision
on how to use the funds,
which were garnered
from the sale of  Aurora
Hydro. 
Changes had been

proposed by Town Staff
earlier this year to
“clarify” some issues
they felt clouded the
existing rules around
the fund. Among 
housekeeping matters
was the recommenda-
tion to relax the com-
plex rules of  how many
members need to be
present at the Council
table for a firm decision
to be determined.
The revisions came

forward for final
approval at the
September 25 Council
meeting, but that was
put on the back burner
after a motion from
Councillor Chris
Ballard. He said Council
should postpone the dis-
cussion and vote on
behalf  of  Councillor
Wendy Gaertner who
was not at that particu-
lar meeting due to a reli-
gious observance.
Councillor Evelyn Buck
was also absent.
“ [ C o u n c i l l o r

Gaertner] asked our
indulgence in deferring
this for a couple of

Gratitude is the best attitude

weeks so she could par-
ticipate in final discus-
sions,” Councillor
Ballard explained.
The deferral was

approved 4 – 3 with
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe,
and Councillors John
Gallo and Paul Pirri
voting against. The vote
followed a similar
request to defer another
item earlier in the
evening. That one per-
tained to retaining
external legal counsel
to defend the Town at
the Ontario Municipal
Board to the tune of
$25,000. A request was
made to defer that item
to October 9 when all
Councillors could be 
in attendance, but 
that suggestion was 
rejected. 
“We asked for a defer-

ral of  the previous 
matter because mem-
bers were away and
they had something
spirited to say about it
and it was an important
matter to them as well,”
said Councillor Michael
Thompson. “Some peo-
ple voted against it
because they felt it was-
n’t worthy enough to

wait for them. I will be
consistent and vote for
the deferral because I
understand there are
other members and I
will be courteous of
that, but it is unfortu-
nate that this doesn’t go
both ways.”
Arguing against the

deferral was Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe who said
the information had
been on the table since
July and there had been
plenty of  time to raise
questions on the pro-
posed bylaws, which
would put less stringent
restrictions on how
Council can authorise
the use of  the Hydro
funds. 
“We’re doing a tech-

nical correction to the
bylaw because the
bylaw is not workable
as [it is],” said Mayor
Dawe. “We’re not talk-
ing about how to spend
the money. We’re not
talking about what to do
with the money. We’re
talking about the tech-
nical direction to the
bylaw which governs
what we do. I cannot see
any point in deferring
this at this point.”
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CALL TODAY FOR A FREE PROPERTY EVALUATION!* 

Brokerage

LENARD LIND
SERVICE WITH PROFESSIONALISM

AND THE LH LIND REALTY TEAM

 ISO 9001 : 2008 REGISTERED

Picturesque privacy & 
more! Soaring 10 ft. 
ceilings! 8’ baseboards 
and upgraded trim! 
Gourmet updated kitchen 
with granite counter! 
Spac. fam. rm open to 
kitchen! Master w/enticing 
ensuite! 2nd ensuite in 
4th bedroom or nanny 

Spectacular 217 ft. lot 
w/wraparound garden! 
Upgrades galore!

$699,900

CENTURY BEAUTY! 
CHARM & CHARACTER NEWMARKET! 

1/4 ACRE!

It’s a beauty! 
Picturesque setting! 
Soaring 10 ft ceilings – 
open concept plan! 
Includes 600 SF loft! 
Gourmet kitchen! 
Massive great room! 
Enticing master with 
6 piece ensuite! Gated! 
Oversized triple garage! 
4 acres fenced! 5 mins. 
to HWY 27 & HWY 400

INQUIRE Unbelievable 
privacy on 2.5 acres! 
Completely redone 
top to bottom & 
shows to perfection! 
Rebricked antique 
brick exterior! 
Coffered ceilings! 

Gourmet centre island 
kitchen! Huge great rm 
w/wet bar! 5 bedrooms! 
4+ car garage!

$1,9
99,999

Quiet child-safe 
crescent location! 
Premium pie shaped 
lot! Soaring 9’ ceilings 
– open concept plan! 
Large LR – DR combo! 
Gourmet centre island 
kitchen with custom 
solid wood cabinetry! 
Huge bedrooms! 
2nd ensuite bath! 

entrance from laundry!

$709,900

WOW! DEMAND NORTHEAST 
AURORA CRESCENT! 3065 SF!

“The Package” – 
turn key operation 
includes land, 
building, contents 
and goodwill!  
Big 55 ft. x 119 ft lot!  
Fully renovated and 
approved!  One block 
from Yonge Street! 
Loads of character! 
 4 parking spaces!  
Full commercial 
zoning too! 

$629,000

MONTESSORI SCHOOL!  
BUSINESS & BUILDING! 

SUPERB 5000 SF REPRODUCTION! 
PRIVATE 2.5 ACRES! IT’S A KNOCKOUT!

It’s a beauty! Soaring 
9’ ceilings! Open 
concept plan! Big 
ceramic maple eat-in 
kitchen! Master with 
his and her walk-ins 
& inviting ensuite! 
Large bedrooms! 
Massive open 
concept! Fin. bsmt! 
Totally private prof. 
landscaped backyard 
w/pond and waterfall.

$719,900

STONE & BRICK SHOWSTOPPER! 
FINISHED BASEMENT TOO!

KING! 4200 SF BUNGALOFT! 
GATED 9 ACRES

85 acre farm with 
60 acres workable! 
5 minutes to Queensville 
exit at Hwy 404 
(completion 2014)! 
Two road access-
es!  Fully functioning 
equestrian facility & 
beautifully renovated 
3000 SF century home! 
High, dry sandy soil! 
A solid investment for 
the future! 

$2,195,000

GREAT INVESTMENT FOR 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT!

Bring your business home! 
Paved road access! 
3 mins, to HWY 27! 2000+ 
SF 8 yr old bungalow! 
Open concept with bright 

lower level with in-law 
potential! Oversized 
heated double garage! 
Separate 3000 SF shop 
with 3 drive-in bay doors, 
18ft clear height & heated 
workroom! Loads of parking 
for trailers & trucks!

$1,2
50,000

INNISFIL! 25 ACRES! CUSTOM 
BUNGALOW AND 3000 SF SHOP!

Value here! Steps to 
Yonge & all amenities! 
Flagstone walkway! 
Beautifully lndscpd 
& totally priv.! Huge 
updated country kitchen 
fam. rm combo w/slate 

w/o to o/s two tiered 
deck o/l scenic ravine! 
Big bdrms! Nice rec. rm 
in bsmt! Updated 
windows & roof!

INQUIRE

‘SUPER SEMI’! 
BACKS TO RAVINE! COURT! 

GOURMET KITCHEN! 

*SOME CONDITIONS APPLY.

BECAUSE YOU 
DESERVE IT...

HOCKLEYBEER.CAPURE. GENIUS.
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
Zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery! 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to 

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Seeking help brings happiness: CNIB volunteer 

much easier but they have
to take that first step. 

“If  you don’t get help,
you make it harder for
yourself. If  you make it
harder for yourself, you

become unhappy. If  you’re
unhappy you make every-
body around you unhappy
and it just snowballs out
of  control. If  you get the
proper help it snowballs
the other way.”

CNIB’s new York
Region headquarters is
located at 615 Davis Drive,
Suite 100, in Newmarket.
For more information,
visit cnib.ca or call 905-
898-6413.

on-one here at the club
to get some of  the
other athletes ready, so
they can work their
way through all levels
of  the team.”

As Chappell watches
his club continue to
grow and excel, he is
excited for what the
future holds with some
of  his competitive ath-
letes.

“I like to work on
stroke techniques with
the team. All elite lev-

els need to have the
perfect stroke, and we
want to make sure our
students are ready and
developed if  they con-
tinue to pursue swim-
ming when they go
into College or
University.”

Over the years,
Chappell has noticed
how important it is for
swim clubs to have a
reliable facility to
work with. He now
hopes to develop the
Aurora Swim Club
even further, with high

hopes of  an even better
future for his students.

“I see how impor-
tant it is for swimmers
to have a good, strong
facility to work in.
Some clubs aren’t
strong, meaning their
students won’t be
strong. I’d like to see
some more volunteers
come in from some
able-bodied clubs to
help out. I’d like to see
it grow and make sure
our current group get
the best training avail-
able.”

Chappell excited for athletes’ futures
From page 15

Armory plan would be “a win-win-win” says Abel

ernment before it goes 
o n  t h e  o p e n
market. 

“We would probably
put it out into the com-
munity and look for
ideas,” Councillor Abel
told The Auroran. “It
could be a youth needs
location. A lot of  people
have talked about putting
a Farmers’ Market in
there. For over 100 years
we have accommodated
the armoury in our park
and for a very good rea-
son, and it is a very good
relationship. 

“I think it is a very
unique situation and if  it
is sitting there while the
DND is thinking about
what they can or should
do with it, let the commu-
nity utilize it for a short
period of  time and
maybe things will devel-
op there.”

Both scenarios exist in
whether it is just a tem-
porary arrangement or
ultimately acquiring it,
he added. Finding some
sort of  at least tempo-
rary use for the building
with the Town has been
discussed by Councillors
a number of  times over
the years. At a recent
conference, Councillor
Abel said he had the
opportunity to visit
London, ON, where they
had a year-round farmers
market and said “all
kinds of  good spin-offs”

From page 13

From page 12

The York Symphony kick-starts its
51st season this Saturday at
Aurora’s Trinity Anglican Church.
Conducted by Denis
Mastromonico (right), a former
associate conductor with the YSO,
the program will include Elke Eble
in Strauss’ Horn Concerto,
Rossini’s overture to the opera The
Thieving Magpie, Rimsky-
Korsakov’s Russian Easter Festival
Overture, and Beethovan’s
Seventh Symphony. For more
information on Saturday’s 
performance, call 416-410-0860.

could come out of  some-
thing similar in Aurora.

“You support busi-
ness, you support up and
coming businesses to
give them a chance in
the market atmosphere,
and it develops greater
community bonds,” he

said. “I think we are all
receptive to it. I don’t
know what the DND
thinks about it, but this
will probably be a one-
time very special
request. It’s very unique
on what this possibly
could be.”

YORK SYMPHONY OPENS NEW SEASON AT TRINITY ON SATURDAY
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Arts & Culture

By Scott Johnston

Change may be good or bad, depend-
ing on your perspective, but it always
affects people in different ways.
That’s in evidence in Theatre

Aurora’s production of  “The Glorious
12th”, now playing at the Factory
Theatre.
Raymond Storey’s drama unfolds on

a small Ontario farm over two days in
the 1920s, as three generations of  the

MacKay family are preparing for one of
the big events of  the year;  the annual
Protestant parade. 
But times aren’t what they used to be,

with foreigners moving into the area,
and increasing French language and
Roman Catholic influences.  Coupled
with various personal issues, everyone
within this extended family will soon
have their relationships and beliefs test-
ed.
The family members are portrayed

Sports Hall of Fame launch set to 
coincide with Aurora milestone

By Brock Weir

The first members of
Aurora’s Sports Hall of
Fame could be inducted
next fall.
By the end of  this

month, Sport Aurora plans
on getting the ball rolling
on a grant from the Ontario
Trillium Foundation
which, if  everything goes
according to plan, will have
the Aurora Sports Hall of
Fame taking position by
November 2013, coinciding
with Aurora’s 150th
anniversary.
This was the news

recently brought to the
Town’s Sesquicentennial
Committee by Ron Weese,
president of  Sport Aurora.
Mr. Weese came to the
Committee to discuss plans
for the initiative which will
pay tribute to the Town’s
sports heroes and how it
might relate to next year’s
celebrations. 
Sport Aurora has been

working “diligently” on a
feasibility study for
Trillium, he said, after the
provincial foundation rec-
ommended they apply for a
grant above what they
received in the new year
directed specifically
towards the Sport Hall of
Fame.
“If  it gets done in

November, the money will
start flowing in March or
April and then we could do
the first induction in 2013,
which we felt would be a
reasonable thing to do in
the Sesquicentennial year,”
said Mr. Weese, noting the
possibility of  an induction

ceremony. 
“There will likely be a

dinner or something simi-
lar and we believe it will be
later in that year. The tar-
geted date was the first
Saturday of  November in
2013.
Mr. Weese’s appearance

at the committee was not
just to tout the planned
Aurora Sports Hall of
Fame, but also to discuss
branding opportunities
which might be available
between Aurora’s sports
teams and the Town to com-
memorate Aurora’s 150th,
including jerseys embla-
zoned with the
Sesquicentennial Logo. 
Sport Aurora, he noted,

comprises of  21 sports
organizations representing
up to 6,000 players and 1,500
volunteers of  all ages. They
hold tournaments related
to the variety of  sports
under their umbrella and
opportunities could poten-
tially arise when new jer-
seys are ordered for house
league and rep teams.
“Our people have spo-

ken of  wouldn’t it be a great
idea to get back to retro jer-
seys, for example,” he said.
He noted that as far as

branding towns for the
sesquicentennial goes, to
ensure that there is some
focus on the parties, meas-
ures should be taken to
“relieve” some of  the
expenses incurred by the
teams to get their jerseys,
as well as a “waiver” for the
fields and facilities fees
they have to pay the Town
for use of  the public fields. 
Sport Aurora is one of

several community groups
that have come forward
with ideas on how to mark
the Town’s milestone.  The
Aurora Community Tennis
Club has proposed a tennis
and lawn bowling tourna-
ment featuring partici-
pants in period costumes as
well as some involvement
from faith groups. 
The Auroran’s Cynthia

Proctor put forward a
“legacy project” that would
comprise of  solar panels in
the shape of  a maple leaf
installed outside the
Stronach Aurora
Recreation Complex which
would be launched with “a
cross-section of  residents,
including lighting and
story vignettes.”
At last month’s public

open house on the celebra-
tions, Gorette Carvalho of
the Royal Bank of  Canada,
said that RBC would be
willing to support the
sesquicentennial program
ranging from possible
financial support to using
their abundant store of  vin-
tage banking tools and
equipment to set up a vin-
tage banking experience at
some of  the 2013 events. 
This week, however,

State Farm Insurance
could be getting into the
act. The Sesquicentennial
Committee is slated to hear
from State Farm’s Zac
Stevenson on whether the
company can “play a role to
support the Town’s efforts.”
Aurora’s anniversary, he
noted, also coincides with
the 75th anniversary of
State Farm being estab-
lished in Canada.

by Theatre Aurora vets Frank Johnston,
Chuck Therrien, and Beverly Sotropa as
well as newcomers Aaron Verwey, Cole
Davison, Francine Hudspith, and Angie
Sapalovski.
Rounding out the cast is Katie

McClure and John Fetherston as
American visitors Eugenia and Morgan
Kale, who interact wonderfully with the
various family members, influencing
them in different ways to support their
own hidden agenda.
Despite the large cast, there is ample

opportunity for scenes showcasing each
character, so that we get a true under-
standing of  their relationships and 
feelings towards life and those around

them.
Although every actor in this produc-

tion plays their parts well, it is the four
women who stand out, especially in
their scenes with each other.
This play provides an excellent

evening’s entertainment, and is bound
to make you think about how you have
reacted to changing circumstances over
which you had little control.

Evening shows of  “The Glorious
12th” continue at Theatre Aurora, 150
Henderson Drive, October 5, 6, 11, 12, 13,
17, 18, 19, and 20, with a matinee on
October 14.  Tickets are available
through the box office at 905-727-3669.

The emotions and relationships of three generations of an extended family
are explored during changing times in early 20th century rural Ontario in
Theatre Aurora's production of "The Glorious 12th".  Katie McClure as Eugenia
Bain Kale (L) with John Fetherston as her husband Morgan Kale (C) are visitors

who manage to further stir things up for the MacKay family, partially 
represented at right by Cole Davison as the grandson and Frank Johnston as
the grandfather.

Auroran photos by David Falconer

TA’s The Glorious 12th – A Review



SEPTEMBER 10 – OCTOBER 28
This Isn’t Your Grandmother’s Needle Point –
The Aurora Public Library will host an exhibi-
tion of  the work of  Lorraine Salt.  Come out
and meet artist Lorraine Salt and view her
Needlepoint Art Designs on display in the
Colleen Abbott Gallery at Aurora Public
Library. Salt takes needlepoint to a new level
with original designs and special effects
achieved through the layering of  threads in
vibrant colours, textures and stitch styles.
Salt’s work will be on display from September
10 through to October 28, 2012. The artist
reception will take place on September 20 from
7 p.m.-  8.30 p.m., and is a great opportunity to
meet the artist and get insight into her works.
Light refreshments will be served. Location:
Colleen Abbott Gallery, Aurora Public Library,
15145 Yonge St. Aurora. 905-727-9494.
SEPTEMBER 13 – OCTOBER 18
Eating Disorders of  York Region presents the
support group Guidance and Assistance for
Family and Friends of  Those Striving to
Overcome an Eating Disorder beginning today
and running for six Thursdays at 75 Fernstaff
Court, Unit 18 in Vaughan (Dufferin and
Langstaff). Support for family and friends is
vital in the recovery of  a loved one. A family
member or a friend needs a strong, safe and
consistent source of  support and needs to take
care of  themselves in order to do so. It is good
to know you’re not alone when you experience
stress, frustration or anger. 5 – 6 p.m. For more
information visit www.edoyr.com or call 905-
886-6632.
SEPTEMBER 18  - OCTOBER 9
Eating Disorders of  York Region also presents
On the Road to Recovery, a support group with
Flora Svinarenko for four weeks starting
September 18 at 75 Fernstaff  Court (Unit 8) in
Vaughan. The first session will begin at 6 p.m.
This recovery group is intended for those who
currently are actively working on maintaining
changes which they have made in regards to
their eating behaviours while attending other
group programs through EDOYR or participat-
ing in eating disorder treatment. The road to
recovery is challenging sometimes and emo-
tional support is necessary to overcome or pre-
vent lapses. In a safe and empathetic environ-
ment this group will provide you with coping
tools and support needed to address complicat-
ed emotions, unhealthy behaviors or unhelpful
thoughts. This group is not structured, mean-
ing you can bring your
issues/difficulties/achievements to the group
discussion. Together we will explore helpful
ways to reduce symptoms and make meaning-
ful changes. To register please call 905-886-6632
or register online: http://www.edoyr.
com/support-groups.html.
OCTOBER 5 – 14
The Canadian Cancer Society invites you to
help Paint the town Pink! October is National
Breast Cancer Awareness Month and volun-
teers will be collecting donations and handing
out pink ribbons on October 5 – 6, and 13-14 at
various locations throughout York region.
Wear a pink ribbon and show your support
and help spread breast cancer awareness!
TUESDAYS
Co-Dependents Anonymous (CoDA) is a 12-
Step Fellowship of  men and women whose
common purpose is recovery from codepen-
dence and the development and maintenance
of  healthy relationships. The CoDA meeting in
the area is held every Tuesday at 8 p.m. at the
Aurora United Church (15816 Yonge Street).
For more information, contact Wanda at
mwgt1950@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10
The Aurora PROBUS Club presents guest speak-
er author/actor/playwright Bruce Woods in a
presentation entitled Books as Theatre. The Tom
Sawyer and Anne of  Green Gables stories that
have charmed us all in the past will be similar to
the kind of  stories that humourist Woods will
share. For more information, contact program
chair Bob Staley at 905-727-5017.
OCTOBER 10 – NOVEMBER 28
A Bereavement Support Group for adults experi-
encing the death of  a loved one is again being
offered at the Aurora United Church for an 8
week session, from 7 to 9 p.m. beginning
Wednesday, October 10 and ending November 28.
There is no fee for this program. It is non denom-
inational and is open to all in the community.
For info call Paula at 905-727-2584 or bereave-
ment@live.ca.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11
Amnesty International hosts a film about
Baha’is in Iran tonight at 7.30 p.m. at Trinity
Anglican Church (79 Victoria Street, Aurora).
All are welcome. For more information, contact
905-713-6713.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13
King’s Sacred Heart Parish Hall hosts its
Harvest Country Auction today at 10 a.m. (14485
Jane Street). Large offering of  furniture, glass,
china, lighting, artwork prints, country decorat-
ing items and much more! An extremely diverse
offering: original finish pine and oak country
furniture and almost everyting in between.
Previews start at 9 a.m. Discover the fun and
excitement of  a true, fun, old fashioned country
auction and excellent buying opportunities!
Cash or cheques with ID only. No Reserves. For
more information, contact 905-833-1161.

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre (22 Church Street)
presents the gallery opening of  Quo Vadis?
Sculptures by Gerd Untermann, and Reading the
Wave, new paintings by Janet Read. Reception
from 1 – 4 p.m. All welcome. Artists will be in
attendance. Exhibition and sale continues
through November 17. For info call 905-713-1818
or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.
OCTOBER 13 – 14
The Canadian Cancer Society invites you to help
Paint the Town Pink. October is National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month and volunteers will be
collecting donations and handing out pink rib-
bons Saturday and Sunday at various locations
throughout York Region. Wear a Pink Ribbon to
show your support and help spread breast can-
cer awareness. Your contributions will be used
for women’s cancer research.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,
presents the return engagement of  Paul
Neufeld’s Sunday Jazz Sessions, featuring Juno
Award-winning Neufeld at the piano, with very
special guest Hugh Marsh. Great relaxed jazz in
a comfortable and intimate setting right here at
home! Tickets, $15 plus HST, available in
advance or at the door. For info call 905-713-1818
or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * * 
The Writers’ Community of  York Region is the
resource for all things writerly. Join us Sunday,
October 14 to network and hear our featured
speaker: award-winning nonfiction author
James Fitzgerald. Lunch included. Visit
www.wcyork.ca for more information. Doug
Duncan Community Centre, 200 Doug Duncan
Drive, Newmarket, 12.30 p.m.- 3 p.m.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 15
Come and celebrate Ontario Public Library
Week at a kick-off  party in the Aurora Public
Library’s living room area. Enjoy special guests,
a musical interlude and light refreshments.
Events begin at 7.30 p.m. at the Library (15145
Yonge Street). For more information, call 905-
727-9494.
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Presents 
"INFLUENTIAL BEGINNINGS"

 

For Saturday concert call: York Symphony at (416) 410-0860
For Sunday concert call: Richmond Hill at: (905) 787-8811  or online: www.rhcentre.ca

 

Saturday, October 13- 8PM at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora...79 Victoria St.
Sunday, October 14 - 7:30 PM at Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts. 10268 Yonge St.

 Program:  
ROSSINI – The Thieving Magpie Overture

STRAUSS – Horn Concerto in C Minor, Guest Artist: Elke Eble, Horn
RIMSKY-KORSAKOV – Russian Easter Festival Overture

 BEETHOVEN – Symphony #7
Tickets: Saturday: Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $12

            Sunday:   Adults $30, Seniors $25, Students $15
 

COMING EVENTS

ON NOW TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16
The Aurora / Newmarket Chapter of  WINGS
and HEROES invites you to its monthly meeting
(third Tuesday morning of  the month, 9.30 a.m.).
Market, promote and mentor small business is
the focus of  WINGS and HEROS. For more infor-
mation, please visit their website:
www.wingsandheros.com. A light breakfast will
be available. This month’s hot topic: “Finding
your Niche within Your Niche Market.” Guest
speakers Deborah Bullock on her “Women of
Wonder Money Club” and Amanda Siragusa of
“Energy Exchange Organic Salon” will chat on
how they found their Niche Market and why it
works for them. Following will be a lively discus-
sion on the eight benefits of  Niche
Marketing.  For more information and location
please call Leslie Vivvian at 905-841-6436 or
email:  celebrateyourway@bell.net.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17
The Aurora Public Library hosts Children’s
Storyteller Sandra Whiting tonight from 7 – 8
p.m. at the Library. The event is geared towards
kids ages 6 – 9. Come and heard the rich oral tra-
ditions of  West African & folklore from the
Caribbean with authentic patois & assorted
dialects from Sandra’s native Jamaica. Free
with ticket.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19
The Aurora Historical Society presents The
Hillary House Ball this evening at The Mansion
(DiNardos) on Industrial Parkway South. The
Hillary House Ball will be the highlight of  the
150th anniversary year of  Hillary House. In hon-
our of  1862, the year Hillary House was con-
structed, The Hillary House Ball will transform
“The Mansion” with a Victorian-era theme.
Guests will be encouraged to let Victorian trends
inspire their own attire for the evening. More
than 300 guests will enjoy a seasonally-inspired
four course meal, dancing to the rich sounds of
the After Hours Big Band plus special guest
entertainment, a silent auction and opportuni-
ties to support Hillary House. The event will
raise much needed funds for restoration and
ongoing operations of  Aurora’s heritage gem,
Hillary House National Historic Site. For more
information, contact the AHS at 905-727-8991.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20
The Aurora branch of  the Royal Canadian
Legion hosts “Newfie Night” tonight. Dinner is
at 7 p.m. followed by dancing at 9 featuring enter-
tainment from Josie & Laurie. You can officially
become a “Newfie” by being screeched in and
kissing the cod. $20 per person includes dinner
and dance. Tickets are available at the bar. No
reservations.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,
presents Quilting for Beginners Workshop with
Paddy Honey. Learn all you need in one day (10
a.m. – 4 p.m.) to get started on your quilting jour-
ney. Select fabrics, learn proper use of  tools, and
foundational techniques including the perfect  ¼
inch seam. You will create a quilted block that
can be used to make a pillow or seat cushion.
Workshop fee $75; simple materials list provided
upon registration, and students must provide
their own sewing machine. All other specialized
tools provided on loan for the class. Please regis-
ter in advance over the phone, or in person at the
Centre.  For info, or to register call 905-713-1818,
or contact info@auroraculturalcentre.ca. 

* * * * 
Award-winning author Terry Fallis will read
and discuss his newest book Up and Down
tonight at 7 p.m. at the Aurora Public Library.
Book sales and signing to follow. Free with tick-
et. Please contact the Library to reserve your
spot at 905-727-9494.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23
The Canadian Federation of  University Women
(CFUW) hold monthly meetings with  speakers,
interest groups and CFUW community events.
The meeting starts at 7.15 p.m. at the Royal
Canadian Legion at 105 Industrial Pkwy North.

For more information call Beverley Varcoe at
905-953-9709.
OCTOBER 26 – OCTOBER 27
The Aurora United Church will hold its Fall
Rummage sale Friday and Saturday at their loca-
tion at Yonge and Tyler. Proceeds from the sale
go back into the community. Sale begins Friday
from 1 p.m. – 8 p.m. for individually priced items
while Saturday’s bag sale including clothes,
linen, books, toys, and garage sale items runs
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. For more information,
call 905-727-1935.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,
announces the return of  the schoolHOUSE con-
cert series, with Nova Scotia native Alex Hickey
presenting a repertoire of  “up to date
roots.”  With compositions ranging from My
Knees are Pushing 40, but My Heart’s Just 17, 11
Kinds of  Itchy and Moonshine and Mischief,
you’ll want to discover a singer-songwriter tal-
ent with a flair for humorous and poignant
songs. Tickets, $15, available in advance or at the
door. Doors open 7:30 pm; concert at 8pm. For
info call 905-713-1818, or info@auroracultural-
centre.ca.

* * * *
The Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum and
Community Centre will host its History Hands-
On (H2O) Harvest today from 12 noon to 4 p.m.
Learn how to make rope in the cabin and try
some heritage board games. Practice rug hook-
ing in the farmhouse parlour and learn about
printmaking with our printing press demo.
Really experience life as it was 100 years ago.
Regular admission applies. For more informa-
tion, contact the museum at 905-727-8954 or visit
www.townofws.com/museum.
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2
The Aurora Cultural Centre will host Juno-
award winning artist David Francey in concert
tonight at 8 p.m. Doors open at 7.30. The popular
Canadian folk and roots artist is making his
Aurora debut in this York Region-exclusive con-
cert as part of  the Centre’s Indie Music series.
The evening will feature music spanning his
debut on the folk scene some 13 years ago, up
through his 2011 compilation of  singer/song-
writer tunes, Late Edition. Tickets are $25 plus
HST, available in person or over the phone.
Seating is general admission. For more informa-
tion, call the Aurora Cultural Centre at 905-713-
1818.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
The Hadley Grange Crafters invite you to their
Annual Craft & Gift Sale today from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Hadley Grange (16015 Yonge Street,
Aurora. First driveway north of  St. John’s
Sideroad) Come start your holiday shopping
with us!
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14
The Aurora PROBUS Club presents guest speak-
er veteran Cliff  Davies in a presentation entitled
Fredom – Please Carry the Torch. A veteran of
the Second World War and a long-time member
of  the Royal Canadian Legion, Davies will talk
about Freedom – where does it come from, what
is the torch, and what we should do about it. For
more information, contact program chair Bob
Staley at 905-727-5017.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17
The York Regional Police Male Chorus cele-
brates their 20th Anniversary fundraising   “In
Harmony With the Community” concert at the
St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 17955 Leslie
Street in Newmarket.  This special concert will
feature the voices of  the Ontario Provincial
Police Chorus, the Roselawn Public School Choir
from Richmond Hill, the York Region
Community Choir from Newmarket and the host
York Regional Police Male Chorus,   Start time is
7.30 p.m.  Tickets are $10.00 and can be purchased
from any member of  the police chorus or by
phoning  905-727-9676. Email orders can be made
at mcclenny349@rogers.com  Advance ticket
sales will ensure you a seat.

designer, costumer, and has been in the
director’s chair three times.
In another lifetime, she said, she

would have put more of  a focus on going
into the theatre “on an employment
basis” but added her “life path went a dif-
ferent way.” This life path led her to being
a mother of  a 28-year-old son with whom
she runs Aurora’s Sink or Swim Tattoo
Parlor in St. Andrew’s Village, and a 19-
year-old daughter who has caught her
mother’s artistic bent. 
Each role in community theatre has

its own perks, she said, but the great
thing about being a director is being able
to pull all their creative resources togeth-
er and collaborate on the final product.
But does tackling such challenging mate-
rial make this collaboration more diffi-
cult?

“[It felt] personally vile to me to even
have to be looking up [the themes, words,
and costumes used in the production]
from my home computer and when we
came to words that were maybe not polit-
ically correct today. In a way, I kind of
wanted people to feel uncomfortable with
it because that is thought provoking .
“[The actors] are all really loving peo-

ple and all of  them really are having dif-
ficulty with some of  the words and the
names that they would refer to people of
colour, [but]  they are telling the story,
they are sharing that same vision about
bringing people to the table.
“At the end, there is a little bit of  hope

of  standing up for what’s right as
opposed to following the path of  a bunch
of  people who share a specific viewpoint.
“We’re reconciling that and hopefully

we’re doing it with dignity.”

Play leaves audience with hope
From page 3
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A & F Hair Elite

In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

Next to No Frills

Anna has been with 
 

 22 yearsfor

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store
www.thelightspot.ca

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.

B
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ew
A
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.

N

$500
napoleonfireplaces.com

Speed limits implemented on Region roads, but
should Aurora have more of a say?

By Brock Weir

Your morning com-
mute through some of
Aurora’s busiest streets
may have been slowed
down slightly in recent
days thanks to speed
restrictions handed down
by the Region of  York.
Under new conditions

passed by the Region last
month, the previous 80
km/hour speeds along
Wellington Street from 
1 km east of  Bayview to
the 404 were reduced
down to 70 km/hour. 
Yonge Street from just

north of  Bloomington
Road to just north of
Industrial Parkway has
been reduced from 80
km/hour to 60 km/hour.
“Speed limit revision

requests are routinely
made and take into con-
sideration a number of
factors to ensure the reg-
ulatory speed is appropri-
ate for existing roadway
characteristics,” said 
the Region. “York 
Region applies the
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
Association of  Canada
(TAC) guidelines for
establishing speed limits.
TAC criteria include traf-
fic volumes, pedestrian
and cyclist exposure, visi-
bility and a number of
driveways.”
Additional criteria

cover possible roadside
hazards, presence of  on-

street parking, and the
number of  properties
fronting the roadway, and
presence and frequency
of  transit in the area.
As part of  the resolu-

tion from the Region, the
information was to be
forwarded to the Clerks
of  all regional municipal-
ities, but Aurora should
have had more say in the
speed limit changes,
according to one
Councillor.
“I know it is [the

Region’s] road, but in the
past they would send a
notice of  bylaw change,”
said Councillor Chris
Ballard. “This time they
have changed the bylaw
at the Region and it was
passed by Regional
Council but we didn’t
know anything about it
until the signs changed.”
While Town Clerk

John Leach advised that
a Regional representative
did come to Council earli-
er this year to outline
possible changes,
Councillor Ballard said
verbal notification was
not enough.
“We would get a report

and we could comment
that we didn’t want speed
limits reduced, or if  we
wanted them reduced fur-
ther,” he said. “There is a
long history of  municipal
council asking the
Regional Council to
change. It doesn’t happen

very often but I can think
of  a few things off  the top
of  my head that Aurora
has demanded over the
years and after much
dogged work it has been
done.”
From Councillor

Evelyn Buck’s perspec-
tive, one that has been
informed as a former
Aurora mayor and there-
fore Regional Councillor,
she said the rationale for

speed limit changes is
typically the changing
character of  the street.
“Wellington Street

within Bathurst has
become an urban right of
way,” she said. “Beyond
that it is a rural right of
way. There is a different
speed limit when you’re
driving through the coun-
try than when you’re
driving through the
Town.”

Chamber names realtor Business Person of the Year
By Brock Weir

Realtor Bill Jenkins has been named Aurora’s
Business Person of  the Year.
The award was bestowed on Mr. Jenkins of

Remax’ York Group Realty Brokerage by the
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce in a ceremony
Thursday night, honouring the “jewels” of  Aurora
business.
The 2012 Aurora Chamber of  Commerce

Business Achievement Awards were presented at
The Manor in Kettleby and honoured local busi-
nesses in the manufacturing and hospitality indus-
tries, personal and professional services, retail,
and non-profit groups.
“It’s those precious and valuable gems that have

demonstrated a real passion for excellence, a com-
mitment to their community and a strong entrepre-
neurial spirit, all contributing to the growth and
strength of  their town, Aurora,” said Chamber of
Commerce’s Executive Director Judy Marshall.
Mr. Jenkins’ award for 2012 Business Person of

the Year was handed out by Mayor Geoffrey Dawe.
Singling Mr. Jenkins out as a “highly respected
entrepreneur” who has been a business leader in
Town for 30 years, he charted the growth and
resilience of  his realty company. 
“Not only has he survived the recent economic

recession, which is a feat, but he has thrived as peo-
ple needed his product and were determined to
work with someone known for their great integrity,
commitment to excellence, and strong ethical
behaviour.
Ms. Marshall added when he settled his business

in Aurora, he was looking to build a success on top
of  the Remax concept and people were skeptical at
the time on whether he would succeed. His passion
for real estate and ability to attract successful peo-
ple, were cornerstones of  his success. 
Speaking from the podium after accepting his

award, Mr. Jenkins said he was honoured to be the
recipient but also to be in such illustrious compa-
ny. 
“We know there is no shortage of  great business

people in Aurora,” he said. “I also want to express
my admiration for the Chamber of  Commerce and
the work they do for business across Canada. The
group we have in Aurora organize and promote the
business community with terrific events like this,

they help us when needed, and we want to thank
you for all your energy and the good things you do
for Aurora.”
Earlier in the evening, single awards were hand-

ed out to businesses and groups in various sectors
around Town. Competition in the Hospitality cate-
gory came down to a close race between the Edward
Street Bistro and Maunders Food Shop with the lat-
ter emerging victorious. They were heralded by the
chamber for their recent move to Wellington Street,
where they have expanded their business to a cafe
and their support for local charities and non-profit
groups. 
Permaboss.com Inc., a local embossing company

took top honours in the Manufacturing category. 
Known for being able to emboss on just about

anything, company president Robert Harbauer said
he has benefited from doing business in a close-
knit community.
“12-and-a-half  years ago I made a sales call into

Miami and I didn’t sell anything, but I met my
wife,” he said. “As an entrepreneur you have very
extreme highs and very extreme lows and I am glad
that I could share all that with my wife. Aurora is a
little bit like The Truman Show because you live in
a bubble and I say that because I am 45 and I have
people in this town that are a stone’s throw away
from me, that are business mentors and they are
super generous and it is incredible.”
Non-profit of  the year came down to a friendly

battle between Big Brothers Big Sisters of  York and
Neighbourhood Network. Neighbourhood Network,
the Magna for Community initiative founded by
Belinda Stronach when Member of  Parliament,
was the ultimate winner. Since its inception, it has
connected nearly 3,000 volunteers with over 150
community groups which Ms. Marshall said “bring
people together to address common challenges.”
“Neighbourhood Network is about putting the

two together and it is such a simple idea and that is
why it works so well,” said Steve Hinder, picking up
the award on behalf  of  the group.
St. Andrew’s Valley Golf  Club took the award for

Professional Service Provider, Jack’s Landscaping
came in ahead of  Sunrise Senior Living of  Aurora
to take the Personal Service Provider award, while
two retailers – one large and one small – received
awards in their own category. The award for small-
er retail went to clothier Cupid & Psyche, while the

larger category was awarded to the venerable com-
pany T.H Oliver Heating & Air Conditioning. 
Operating since 1924, it is one of  Aurora’s oldest

businesses, and despite its early beginnings, has
moved with the times.
“The retail sales market has changed dramatical-

ly over the last five years. We had to become better 
retailers just by virtue of  how the market has
changed and how larger businesses have come into
our market that weren’t there before,” said co-
owner Steve Desjardins. “We’ve worked very hard
and continue to re-invent ourselves and to stay rel-
evant in this type of  market that is changing.”

Bathroom

& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.

www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario
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2012 BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

Aurora businesses lined up to receive accolades from
the Chamber of Commerce last week at The Manor in
Kettleby. The 2012 Business Achievement Awards 
honoured many local businesses and many categories
for their service, innovation, and longevity. (1) Jason
Katrynuk of the Beer Store and Veronica and John
Irving of Gateway Lanes received awards for their 50
years of business in Aurora. (2) Elise and Steve
Desjardins, second and third from right, of T.H. Oliver
Heating and Cooling, were honoured for Large Retail.
(3) 2012 Business Person of the Year Bill Jenkins
addressed the audience. (4) James, Jack, Laura, and
Blair Roeleveld were on hand as Jack’s Landscaping
was named Personal Service Provider of the Year. 
(5) St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Course, represented by Rob
Pearce and Sean Hesketh, was named Professional
Service Provider. (5) Theresa and Greg Cook were 
honoured with the Small Retailer award for Cupid &
Psyche.

Auroran photos 
by Diane Buchanan 
and David Falconer
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NOW PLAYING

www.theauroran.com

“A final look inside 
Wells Street 
Public School”

Run time: 3:36
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REAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED COMMERICAL/RESIDENTIAL CLEANERS

FOR SALE

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

REAL ESTATE

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest 
financial services companies is
rapidly expanding in this area. If
you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, call
Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

50S, 60S, 70S FURNI-
TURE FOR SALE –
matched French provin-
cial love seats, chair,
Queen Anne-style sofa,
chairs, carved mirror with
matching sconces, pine
open dough box, Beattie
wash stand, floral chaise
lounge, matching end
tables and vanity with
marble tops, woven
kitchen chairs with match-
ing glass/teak table, maple
Queen Anne-style side-
board in great condition
with mahogany inlay, and
pair of  golden woven
tweed bucket chairs. Call
905-727-6497.

“Country Living Minutes From The City”
Custom built 2 story architecturally designed home, centrally located, 10 minutes from Barrie
and Hwy 400, 40 minutes north of Toronto. Minutes from schools, shopping, dining and
entertainment. This exquisite Essa township home on 6.9 acres, boasts the lowest taxes in the
region. Amenities include: 5500 square feet of finished living space, open concept, with full
finished basement, oversized vinyl clad windows, maple hardwood floors, silent flooring system,
travertine tile, central air, central vac, ultra violet disinfection water softener system, custom
kitchen with island, breakfast bar and granite throughout. Additional features: 4+2 bedrooms, 4
full bathrooms, hot tub, 4 ft deep salt water sport pool, huge wrap around deck, in ground sprinkler
system, pet containment invisible fence, oversized triple car garage, balcony off master bedroom,
master ensuite laundry chute, double sided fireplace, cathedral ceilings, sunken family room,
oversized mudroom, main floor laundry, main floor office, stereo sound throughout home, outdoor
flagstone fire pit, separate entrance to basement, ample storage and a view from every window
of wildlife in your back yard.

All this for only: $787,000 MLS #: 1203039
See link below of tour tours.360housetours.com/public/vtour/display/60422?a=1

705-939-1300 ccleaming@sutton.com

RESIDENTIAL REAL
ESTATE Services in
Aurora. Free market eval-
uation of  home. Liliana
Usvat HomeLife/
Bayview Realty. Call 416-
708-7454 

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

COUNTER PERSON 
WANTED

for dry cleaners in Aurora. 

Full/part time. experience an asset. 

Call Howie 
416-938-9352

Enrol in our Tax Training School, the most 
comprehensive tax training program in
Canada, and start a career that lets you live life
your way. As one of  our tax professionals you
could enjoy the benefits of  seasonal full or part-
time work and flexible hours. Classes start mid-
September.

Register online at hrblock.ca or call 
1-877-32BLOCK (322-5625) Alliston,
Bradford, Newmarket, Aurora and Barrie
Classes available as well as job opportunities.

GET A CAREER
IN TAX PREPARATION

There are only three more chances to take in the Aurora Farmers’ Market this month before it moves into the Aurora Cultural Centre in November for a popular series of
monthly indoor market sessions. Enjoying the atmosphere in Town Park last week in the windy and damp weather were (left) Sarah and Lily who had to contend with
colourful flying leaves getting in the way of their artwork. They were making their crafts on a picnic table decorated by local students as part of Art in the Park, while
musicians made the scene. (Right) The Manatee Band was on hand to add to the ambiance, playing just outside the park’s band shell. Perhaps their rendition of The
House of the Rising Sun just after noon was a valiant attempt to bring on a brief Indian summer...at least for the rest of the day. The Farmers’ Market meets on Wells
Street every Saturday through October 27. Auroran photos by Brock Weir

M E D I C A L  -
R E H A B I L I T A -
TION CLINIC seeking
active, energetic person to
grow new business in
Aurora.  Call (905) 898-2000

$789,000
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CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 
Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN

DENTAL

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln or Prius Hybrid for your next
airport or downtown transportation from only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net * Website: greenlimousines.ca

LIMOUSINE

STONE MASONRY

Not everyone needs your services all the time... 
but, if you want to be there when they do

advertise in The Auroran “At Your Service” Directory. 
Call The Auroran, Aurora’s Community Newspaper  905-727-3300

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil Enhanceme  Iest & Disease Control P

StructIee Pruning r T TrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTI ent 

orcemental Reinf fotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTER

AUTO

DRIVING SCHOOL

PHARMACY/MEDICAL TRAVEL

CLEANERS

MEMORIAL

POWER WASH

TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

WOODWORKING

WATER

BUSINESS SERVICES

CARPET SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

FUNERAL SERVICES

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

 
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

+

Tomorrow’s DRIVERS

Tomorrowsdrivers.com
905-940-9972

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insuredÊ/ est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work

Mike
THE WOODWORKER

* Kitchens
* Libraries

* Doors

705-305-7572
woodwork.magic@gmail.com

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs
49$ *

NEW Windshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*
*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)

www.transitauto.ca
or FREE

1-877-STONE-13

  
   

   
  

 

 

   
    
  
     
      
    

                
                         

 

     

130 Hollidge Blvd., Suite B4, 
Aurora, Ontario

Hollidge Medical Centre 
Next door in Unit B6

905-841-5554
Compounding of 
Bio-Identical Hormone

IDA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

905-750-0008 Under New Management

Lowest Despensing Fee In Town

Advertise
your business 
in this spot!

Call: 
905-727-3300 

for more details

Advertise
your business 
in this spot!

Call: 
905-727-3300 

for more details
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(Clockwise from top left) An array of fall colours can be seen through the very large
windows in the original 1923 wing of Wells Street School. (2) Bryn’s name tag on her
locker is a reminder of the building’s recent past. (3) Original brick is exposed in one
of the rooms in the northeast corner of the school. The difference in brick colours
has lead architects to suspect original windows were bricked over. (4) Decorative
urns on the Wells Street facade have seen better days and new ones will be made to
replace the lost or damaged originals where needed. (5) Antique furnishings were
left behind by the York Region District School Board. (6) The showroom features 
a model of the building, and this is how the western elevation will look when 
completed by late 2014. Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Historic frontage is a hot 
commodity on Wells Street

By Brock Weir

Their sales office has
recently been opened on
Victoria Street and they had
their doors open Saturday
during the Aurora Farmers’
Market, so it is safe to say the
Wells Street Schoolhouse
Lofts project is truly open for
business.

Indeed, according to build-
ing co-owner Joanne Birch, if
you have been holding off
until just the right moment to
buy a loft unit with Wells
Street frontage, you might
just be out of  luck. The land-
mark Aurora school, which
was the subject of  a fight to
keep it open as a working ele-
mentary school, has attract-
ed significant interest from
the community when it was
announced it would have a
new lease on life as a loft com-
plex. 

When Ms. Birch wel-
comed The Auroran through
their doors on Thursday for a
behind-the-scenes look at
what’s proposed for the
school, as well as what
remains of  the school beyond
the showroom (think many
blackboards, educational
posters still hanging on the
wall, and interesting exam-
ples of  exposed brick where
plaster has been removed),
several units had already
been snapped up and there
was a waiting list for some
models. 

Sales continue to be brisk,

and if  everything goes
according to plan when final
approvals come down from
Council, work will com-
mence.

“All things going well,
we’ll get building permits in
the spring and start gutting
because everything is taken
out – all the electrical and
plumbing and all that old
stuff,” said Ms. Birch. “We
hope to be finished for occu-
pancy in November of  2014
with registration in the
spring of  2015. 

“We’re not building from
scratch. We’re renovating
and restoring so we have a lot
more control over the 
building.”

In addition to the 
two-storey penthouse addi-
tion slated for the building,
there will be outdoor land-
scaping, including car ports
with green roofs, an outdoor
pet washing station, bike
facilities, and indoor ameni-
ties will include party and
exercise rooms, and a pletho-
ra of  options for balconies
ranging from sunken patios
to smaller “Juliet” balconies.

But while much of  the
remaining fixtures and
amenities left behind by the
York Region School Board
after they declared the build-
ing surplus are still in place,
planners hope to incorporate
as much as the building’s sto-
ried history as they can into
its new incarnation. These
include salvaging the slate

blackboards – which still
have writing left over from its
days as a busy neighbour-
hood school left un-brushed –
and original solid marble
bathroom dividers dating
from 1923.

“There must have been a
field day in here, everything
was stripped,” said Ms. Birch
of  the school board. “I would
have appreciated having
more to build in. One nice
family donated Wells Street
plates and we’re going to have
those framed in a shadow box
in a place of  honour, and
there are a couple of  other
things like an old, old map, so
we’re going to try and build
these into the hallways as
art.” 

Several of  the second floor
classrooms have had their
plaster stripped away to
expose the brick and see
what’s underneath, uncover-
ing what they suspect are
long-since-bricked-up win-
dows onto the Wells Street
Frontage. While new owners
will have the option of  work-
ing with the architect to
incorporate some of  this
original brick into their inte-
riors, the Wells Street
Schoolhouse Lofts has made
an effort to offer faux brick
finishes inspired by the origi-
nal bricks of  the school.

It is a new twist on an old
concept and judging by the
amount of  people going
through their doors Saturday,
interest is high.



Page 27THE AURORAN, Tuesday, October 9, 2012

T
hanksgiving came a      
little bit early to   
Aurora last week as

residents put on their warm
clothes and headed to Town
Park for the Colours of Fall
Concert. The evening fea-
tured live entertainment
from bands such as the
Dustaleros and Aurora’s
reigning Teen Idol, and activi-
ties ranged from pumpkin
carving to a corn roast. Non-
perishable food donations for
the Aurora Food Pantry were
collected as well during the
event sponsored by Cineplex
Odeon.

(1)       The leaves on the trees
of Town Park, pictured earlier
that day from the roof of the
Wells Street School, proved
“Colours of Fall” was not just a
catchy title.

(2) Members of the
Dustaleros provided enter-
tainment to the crowds

(3)  Kathy Black indulged in a
couple of freshly roasted cobs
of corn for her and her daugh-
ter

(4)  Daughter Kaitlyn was an
enthusiastic pumpkin carver

(5)  2012 Aurora Teen Idol
(and Aurora High School 
student) Taylor Mansillo sere-
naded concert-goers.

Auroran photos by David
Falconer and Brock Weir

Colours 
of Fall Concert

1

2
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TD Canada Trust

When you run a business, you
shouldn’t have to stop for advice

We make it easy to get the help you need.
With long days, longer nights and often weekends, running a business 
can leave you little time to get the banking advice you need. That’s 
why we offer longer hours, branches that open Sundays, and Business 
Banking Specialists who do what it takes to accommodate your busy 
schedule. So take our advice: switch to TD today.

Banking can be this comfortable

1 Offer available October 1 to October 31, 2012. Offer may be changed, extended or withdrawn at any time without notice. Conditions apply. See us for details.  
®/ The TD logo and other trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or a wholly-owned subsidiary, in Canada and/or other countries.

M00574 (0912)

To learn more, contact the Business Banking Specialist in your area:

Ka Kit Li
Small Business Advisor
289-380-0184
kakit.li@td.com

15440 Bayview Ave. and 
15255 Yonge St.
Aurora

Julia Loverock
Small Business Advisor
(905) 727-4123, ext. 232
Julia.Loverock@td.com

14845 Yonge St.
Aurora

Switch for
up to

$4501

 CASH

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

should      
When y     

 

 

dn’t have to   
 you run a b  

 

 

  o stop for a
    business, yo

 

 

     dvice
     ou

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We ma         

 

 

 ake it easy to     

 

 

    o get the help  

 

 

       p you need.

 

 

 

 ASC
504$

up to
Switch fo

 

 schedule.        
Banking S           
why we o          
can leave            
With long          

We ma         

H

10
 or

 

  So take our advi     
 Specialists who do        

  offer longer hours        
  you little time to        
 g days, longer nig        

 ake it easy to     

 

     ce: switch to TD today.
   o what it takes to    

    s, branches that o     
      get the banking     
    ghts and often we     

    o get the help  

 

         today.
       o accommodate your busy 

       open Sundays, and Business 
         advice you need.  
       eekends, running a business 

       p you need.

 

 
         our busy 

         d Business 
           . That’s 
         a business 

 

 

Small Business 
Ka Kit Li

To learn mo         

ASC

 

 

 s Advisor

  ore, contact the      

H

 

 

     Business Banki     

 

 

Small Business Advisor
Julia Loverock

      ng Specialist in your area:

 

 

  dvisor

         your area:

 

 

 

 

Aurora
15255 Yonge 
15440 Bayview   

kakit.li@td.com
289-380-0184
Small Business 

 

 

  St.
 w Ave. and 

m
4

 s Advisor

 

 

 

 

Aurora
14845 Yonge St.

Julia.Loverock@td.com
(905) 727-4123, ext. 232
Small Business Advisor

 

 

d.com
  ext. 232
  dvisor

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bankin     

/ The TD logo and other trade-marks are             ®

 Offer available October 1 to October 31,              1

 

 

ng can be this comforta

        the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or a     
        2012. Offer may be changed, extended or with       

 

 

    able

r ot                 a wholly-owned subsidiary, in Canada and/o
ons a                      hdrawn at any time without notice. Conditi

 

 

 ther countries.
 apply. See us for details.  

 

 

 

 

M00574 (0912)


	V12N48P01
	V12N48P02
	V12N48P03
	V12N48P04
	V12N48P05
	V12N48P06
	V12N48P07
	V12N48P08
	V12N48P09
	V12N48P10
	V12N48P11
	V12N48P12
	V12N48P13
	V12N48P14
	V12N48P15
	V12N48P16
	V12N48P17
	V12N48P18
	V12N48P19
	V12N48P20
	V12N48P21
	V12N48P22
	V12N48P23
	V12N48P24
	V12N48P25
	V12N48P26
	V12N48P27
	V12N48P28

