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VICTORIAN GREETING FOR GO COMMUTERS
Aurora Historical Society president Suzanne Reiner, Alison Collins-Mrakas, Bruce Cuthbert, Helen Burlanyette, AHS vice president Patricia Wallace, Auroran founder Ron
Wallace, and Councillor Sandra Humfryes stepped back in time and out to the Aurora GO Station Friday to greet commuters in the early morning twilight. The group
were on hand to raise awareness of next month’s Hillary House Ball, the culmination of the National Historic Site’s 150th anniversary, on Friday, October 19. For more on
the event, please see page 23. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Isaac Charles, centre, is one of two Aurora athletes heading to
South Korea this winter, representing Canada in the Special
Olympics World Games. Charles and teammates Brent Hoey (left)
and Brian Damiani are three members of the 16 member gold
medal winning Newmarket Ringers Special Olympics floor hockey
team who are excited to make the trip as ambassadors for Canada.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Special Olympians count on your support 
ahead of World Games in Korea

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s Special Olympics athletes are training
hard and focusing on the future as they go for the
gold at the World Games in Pyeongchang next year
– but Aurorans could be focusing on the glitz as
they help send the competitors on their way.

Supporters, family, friends and well wishers
will be dusting off  their top hats and tails to send
the Newmarket and District Floor Hockey Team
and two local skiers to the worlds at a special gala
dinner on November 8. This inaugural gala in sup-
port of  the Korea-bound athletes, and the athletes
continuing to train at home in advance of  the next
season, was announced during a special campaign
launch Thursday at the York Regional Offices. 

The gala will be held at Newmarket’s Madsen’s
Greenhouse and will be preceded by a fundraising
campaign at Upper Canada Mall with a flag sign-
ing in October. There, for a donation of  $5, support-
ers can receive either an awareness bracelet or Be

A Fan red shoelaces courtesy of  the York Regional
Police. 

It is hoped that these initiatives will become
annual fundraisers to help support the local ath-
letes further their tremendous success the athletes
have had this year, when they get to Korea, and
help keep the teammates in equipment and train-
ing for the seasons ahead.

“Adam is the reason I am here today,” said cam-
paign organizer Theresa Buck of  her nephew
Adam Brookes. “I was walking around Upper
Canada Mall last February and I got a text from my
sister on a Saturday afternoon and she said,
‘They’ve won gold and went undefeated through-
out the entire thing!’”

Ms. Buck was referring to the local team’s gold
medal win in floor hockey at the national champi-
onships in St. Albert, Alberta, this past winter. At
this point, she said she began brainstorming on
how to promote the team’s achievement and sent

Continued on page 14
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COMING EVENTS

SEPTEMBER 6 – OCTOBER 6
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22
Church Street, is proud to present
Andrean Art: An Exhibition of
Paintings from St Andrew’s
College Sept. 6 – Oct. 6. Over 50
fine art pieces from students, Old
Boys and faculty. A rare glimpse
into a collection never before
exhibited off  campus. Opening
Reception Sept. 20 from 7 – 9 p.m.;
all welcome. Gallery hours:
Tuesday – Friday, 10  a.m. – 4 p.m.,
Saturday 12 p.m. – 4 p.m., and dur-
ing special events. For info call
905-713-1818 or info@auroracul-
turalcentre.ca.
SEPTEMBER 10 – OCTOBER
28
This Isn’t Your Grandmother’s
Needle Point – The Aurora Public
Library will host an exhibition of
the work of  Lorraine Salt.  Come
out and meet artist Lorraine Salt
and view her Needlepoint Art
Designs on display in the Colleen
Abbott Gallery at Aurora Public
Library. Salt takes needlepoint to
a new level with original designs
and special effects achieved
through the layering of  threads
in vibrant colours, textures and
stitch styles. Salt’s work will be
on display from September 10
through to October 28, 2012. The
artist reception will take place on
September 20 from 7 p.m.-  8.30
p.m., and is a great opportunity to
meet the artist and get insight
into her works. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Location:
Colleen Abbott Gallery, Aurora
Public Library, 15145 Yonge St.
Aurora. 905-727-9494
SEPTEMBER 13 – OCTOBER
18
Eating Disorders of  York Region
presents the support group
Guidance and Assistance for
Family and Friends of  Those
Striving to Overcome an Eating
Disorder beginning today and
running for six Thursdays at 75
Fernstaff  Court, Unit 18 in
Vaughan (Dufferin and
Langstaff). Support for family
and friends is vital in the recov-
ery of  a loved one. A family mem-
ber or a friend needs a strong,
safe and consistent source of  sup-
port and needs to take care of
themselves in order to do so. It is
good to know you’re not alone
when you experience stress, frus-
tration or anger. 5 – 6 p.m. For
more information visit
www.edoyr.com or call 905-886-
6632.
SEPTEMBER 18  - OCTOBER 9
Eating Disorders of  York Region
also presents On the Road to
Recovery, a support group with
Flora Svinarenko for four weeks
starting September 18 at 75
Fernstaff  Court (Unit 8) in
Vaughan. The first session will
begin at 6 p.m. This recovery
group is intended for those who
currently are actively working on
maintaining changes which they
have made in regards to their eat-
ing behaviours while attending
other group programs through
EDOYR or participating in eating
disorder treatment. The road to
recovery is challenging some-
times and emotional support is
necessary to overcome or prevent
lapses. In a safe and empathetic
environment this group will pro-
vide you with coping tools and
support needed to address com-
plicated emotions, unhealthy
behaviors or unhelpful thoughts.
This group is not structured,
meaning you can bring your
issues/difficulties/achievements
to the group discussion. Together
we will explore helpful ways to
reduce symptoms and make
meaningful changes. To register
please call 905-886-6632 or register
online: http://www.edoyr.
com/support-groups.html
TUESDAYS
Co-Dependents Anonymous
(CoDA) is a 12-Step Fellowship of

Anoth� �citing event br�ght to y� by

of Fall Concert
Colours

Enjoy an evening of pumpkin 
carving, live entertainment and an 

old fashioned community corn roast!

*We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities 
that are listed on our promotional material.

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www. aurora.ca for more information on this event! 

We will be featuring 

The Dustaleros 
for a Country and Swing Concert.

A nominal fee will apply for the corn roast.
Food donations to the local food pantry are greatly appreciated.

Thursday, October 4, 2012
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Aurora Town Park
(corner of Wells Street and Mosley Street)

Join us for a special performance!
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men and women whose common
purpose is recovery from code-
pendence and the development
and maintenance of  healthy rela-
tionships. The CoDA meeting in
the area is held every Tuesday at
8 p.m. at the Aurora United
Church (15816 Yonge Street). For
more information, contact Wanda
at mwgt1950@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
The Canadian Federation of
Univiersity Women (CFUW) hold
monthly meetings with speakers,
interest groups, and CFUW com-
munity programs. The first meet-
ing of  this year is this evening at
7.15 p.m. at the Royal Canadian
Legion at 89 Industrial Parkway
South. For more information, call
Beverley Varcoe at 905-753-9709.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
The Town of  Aurora and the
Aurora Historical Society will
hold a public brainstorming ses-
sion this evening at 7 p.m. at the
Aurora Cultural Centre on trans-
ferring the Aurora Historical
Society Collection to the Town of
Aurora. The Town of  Aurora and
the Aurora Historical Society
have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding regarding the
future management and owner-
ship of  the existing artefacts and
archives known as the Aurora
Collection. The purpose of  this
session is to update the public on
our progress to date and solicit
your ideas in the future exhibi-
tion, storage and administration
of  the Collection. For more infor-
mation, please contact Al
Downey, Director of  Parks and
Recreation Services at
adowney@aurora.ca or 905-727-
3123 x.4752 or Catherine
Richards, Curator-Manager for
the Aurora Historical Society at
curator@auro
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Time-pressed adults are invited
to dip into arts instruction this
fall with a series of  one-day
beginner workshops at the
Aurora Cultural Centre designed
to tempt the busiest person. The
first evening is “Selecting and
Planting the Perfect Spring
Bulbs.” Guidance in selection,
layering techniques, soil prep,
foiling squirrels! Evening work-
shop by Sheila Cording, Master
Gardener. 6.30- 9 p.m. For more
information contact 905-713-1818.
rahs.com or 905-727-8991.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
Aurora’s First Baptist Church (33
Wellington Street East) will host
its Fall Sing tonight at 7 p.m. This
free event includes music from
April Joy Sackrider, Marlene
O’Neill, Joan Elliott, Mark
Edwards and Melissa Whalen,
and an appearance from the
Reflections Trio. For tickets and
more information, contact Jim
Edwards at 905-713-1665.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Culture Days @ The Aurora
Public Library: Create,
Participate, and Celebrate: The
library is participating in this
coast-to-coast collaborative event
to raise awareness of  the arts and
cultural life of  our community.
Join Aurora writer/instructor
Marnie Maguire for Intuitive
Writing: a Guided Tour into Your
Own Imagination. Guided writ-
ing activities include games,
meditation and word play to
unlock your creative potential.
18+. Limited space. Saturday
September 29, 1-4 p.m. Lebovic
Room. Free.

* * * * 
The Aurora Farmers’ Market and
Artisan Fair marks National
Culture Days with a celebration
of  food.  Our seven resident chefs
will be showcasing their talents
as each participates in creating
one course of  a seven course
meal.  Join us on the main street
at the market between 9 a.m.  and

12.30 p.m. for our presentation of
Seven Chefs Seven Courses.
Sample the delectable creations
and take home the recipes to try
yourself.  For more information
contact Catherine Cook at
info@theaurorafarmersmarket.c
om
SEPTEMBER 29 – 30
The third annual Aurora Artists
Studio Tour happens this week-
end. This whimsical and unique
Aurora Artists Studio Tour of
2012 will open early morning at
the artist’s studio galleries to wel-
come the public for two days.
from 10.00 a.m. till 4.00 p.m.  It
would be our pleasure for fami-
lies, art students and the curious
to come out and explore the many
studios and witness the creative
minds and talents of  such a
diverse group. Over 15 local
artists will be taking part. For
more information on where to go
and who to meet, contact Deborah
Campo at 905-727-1447 or debo-
rah.campoart@sympatico.ca, 
or visit www.evafolks.com
/2012_Studio_Tour.html
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
York Region Food Network’s
Aurora Community Gardeners
invite you to attend the Garden in
a Bowl Harvest Fest. The
Gardeners will be preparing
“stone soup” with ingredients
harvested fresh from the commu-
nity garden. Join them at 350
Industrial Parkway South,
Aurora, L4G 3V7. The event
begins at 2 p.m. For more infor-
mation, contact Catherine Cook
at 905-841-3101.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2
Eating Disorders of  York Region
will host the Stages of  Change
Workshop tonight at their Aurora
headquarters (15213 Yonge Street,
Unit 8). Are you ready to explore
the possibility of  change? If  so,
discover where you are in your
Journey of  Recovery. “Stages of
Change” will help you explore the
changes that you are seeking. In a
safe and confidential setting, the
costs and benefits of  changing
eating disorder behaviors will be
presented. We will also try to
identify barriers and explore
healthy coping strategies. To reg-
ister please call 905-886-6632 or
email info@edoyr.com
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3
CNIB York Region, invites every-
one to the Grand Opening of  its
new office in Newmarket today
from 3.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.  Please
join us for a tour of  the office and
displays featuring programs/
services that we provide to 
people who are blind/
low-visioned and their
families/caregivers.  There will
be refreshments, special guests,
and service staff  available to pro-
vide information and answer
questions.  Location:  615 Davis
Drive-Suite 100, Newmarket
across from Southlake
Hospital.  Parking behind the
building.  Call 905-898-6413 x5203
or email mardi.taylor@cnib.ca
for information.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4
The Aurora Chamber of
Commerce will host its annual
Business Achievement Awards
dinner and ceremony this
evening at The Manor, 16750
Weston Road in Kettleby, spon-
sored by the Town of  Aurora,
Magna, L.H. Lind Realty, and
Bunn-O-Matic. Cocktails begin at
5.30 p.m. For more information,
contact the Chamber at 905-727-
7262 and “Celebrate the Jewels of
Aurora Business!”
OCTOBER 5 – 6
The Canadian Cancer Society
invites you to help Paint the
Town Pink. October is National
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
and volunteers will be collecting
donations and handing out pink
ribbons Friday and Saturday at
various locations throughout
York Region. Wear a Pink Ribbon

to show your support and help
spread breast cancer awareness.
Your contributions will be used
for women’s cancer research.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10
The Aurora PROBUS Club pres-
ents guest speaker
author/actor/playwright Bruce
Woods in a presentation entitled
Books as Theatre. The Tom
Sawyer and Anne of  Green
Gables stories that have charmed
us all in the past will be similar to
the kind of  stories that humourist
Woods will share. For more infor-
mation, contact program chair
Bob Staley at 905-727-5017.
OCTOBER 10 – NOVEMBER 28
A Bereavement Support Group
for adults experiencing the death
of  a loved one, is again being
offered at the Aurora United
Church for an 8 week session,
from 7 to 9 p.m. beginning
Wednesday, October 10 and end-
ing November 28. There is no fee
for this program. It is non denom-
inational and is open to all in the
community. For info call Paula at
905-727-2584 or
bereavement@live.ca
OCTOBER 13 – 14
The Canadian Cancer Society
invites you to help Paint the Town
Pink. October is National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month and vol-
unteers will be collecting dona-
tions and handing out pink rib-
bons Saturday and Sunday at var-
ious locations throughout York
Region. Wear a Pink Ribbon to
show your support and help
spread breast cancer awareness.
Your contributions will be used

for women’s cancer research.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14
The Writers’ Community of  York
Region is the resource for all
things writerly. Join us Sunday,
October 14 to network and hear
our featured speaker: award-win-
ning nonfiction author James
Fitzgerald. Lunch included. Visit
www.wcyork.ca for more informa-
tion. Doug Duncan Community
Centre, 200 Doug Duncan Drive,
Newmarket, 12.30 p.m.- 3 p.m.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 15
Come and celebrate Ontario
Public Library Week at a kick-off
party in the Aurora Public
Library’s living room area. Enjoy
special guests, a musical inter-
lude and light refreshments.
Events begin at 7.30 p.m. at the
Library (15145 Yonge Street). For
more information, call 905-727-
9494.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17
The Aurora Public Library hosts
Children’s Storyteller Sandra
Whiting tonight from 7 – 8 p.m. at
the Library. The event is geared
towards kids ages 6 – 9. Come and
heard the rich oral traditions of
West African & folklore from the
Caribbean with authentic patois
& assorted dialects from Sandra’s
native Jamaica. Free with ticket.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19
The Aurora Historical Society
presents The Hillary House Ball
this evening at The Mansion
(DiNardos) on Industrial
Parkway South. The Hillary
House Ball will be the highlight of
the 150th anniversary year of
Hillary House. In honour of  1862,

the year Hillary House was con-
structed, The Hillary House Ball
will transform “The Mansion”
with a Victorian-era theme.
Guests will be encouraged to let
Victorian trends inspire their
own attire for the evening. More
than 300 guests will enjoy a sea-
sonally-inspired four course
meal, dancing to the rich sounds
of  the After Hours Big Band plus
special guest entertainment, a
silent auction and opportunities
to support Hillary House. The
event will raise much needed
funds for restoration and ongoing
operations of  Aurora’s heritage
gem, Hillary House National
Historic Site. For more informa-
tion, contact the AHS at 905-727-
8991.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24
Award-winning author Terry
Fallis will read and discuss his
newest book Up and Down tonight
at 7 p.m. at the Aurora Public
Library. Book sales and signing to
follow. Free with ticket. Please
contact the Library to reserve
your spot at 905-727-9494.
OCTOBER 26 – OCTOBER 27
The Aurora United Church will
hold its Fall Rummage sale
Friday and Saturday at their loca-
tion at Yonge and Tyler. Proceeds
from the sale go back into the
community. Sale begins Friday
from 1 p.m. – 8 p.m. for individual-
ly priced items while Saturday’s
bag sale including clothes, linen,
books, toys, and garage sale items
runs from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. For
more information, call 905-727-
1935.

ON NOW



CELEBRATE AURORA’S 
“BUSINESS JEWELS”

The very best in Aurora businesses will be saluted at the Aurora
Chamber of  Commerce Business Achievement Awards next Thursday,
October 4. Tickets are still available for the evening event, which kicks off
with cocktails at 5.30 p.m. at The Manor (16750 Weston Road) in Kettleby
and celebrations continue until 10 p.m. Tickets are selling fast for the
annual celebration, which is sponsored by Magna, Bell, L.H. Lind Realty,
The Town of  Aurora, and Power Stream. Tickets are $125 and available
from the Chamber online at aurorachamber.on.ca or by calling 
905-727-7262.The Business Achievement Awards are presented annually
by the Chamber to “recognize and celebrate entrepreneurial spirit and
achievement in business.”

HAUNTED FOREST
Fall arrived in Aurora on Saturday morning and for many young

Aurorans it begins the countdown to Hallowe’en! Kids will have an
early chance to hobnob with hobgoblins and get groovy with ghosts at
this year’s Haunted Forest. Sheppard’s Bush will be transformed into
a place “mysterious and spooky” and “altogether ooky” Saturday,
October 27 from 6 – 9 p.m. Hosted by the Town of  Aurora, admission
to the Haunted Forest is $4 per person through advanced ticket sales
only. Tickets will be on sale Friday, October 5 for Aurora residents
(October 12 for non-residents) at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex
on Industrial Parkway North and the Stronach Aurora Recreation
Complex on Wellington Street East. “The forest has two haunted
trails,” said organizers. “One haunted trail will be for little goblins
and the other for those looking for more excitement and a good scare!
There are many entertaining activities, including a bonfire, ghost sto-
ries, children’s activities and a complimentary witch’s brew.”

Briefly

Page 3THE AURORAN, Tuesday, September 25, 2012

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

Home Owners helping homeowners

SALESALE
Floor Models 

PRICED TO CLEAR

Made in Canada

• Infrared rear rotisserie burner with heavy duty 
and counter balance with two forks (RB model

• JETFIRE™ IGNITION SYSTEM FOR EASY STARTS 
• ACCU-PROBE™ temperature gauge 
• Removable chrome plated warming rack 
• President’s Limited Lifetime Warranty 
• Proudly made in Canada

• Up to 66,000 BTU’s and 760 sq. in. total 
   cooking space
•  Seven dual level sear plates and four stainless
   bottom burners 
• Porcelainized cast iron WAVE 
   reversible change cooking grids
• LIFT EASE™ roll up lid  

PRO500RB

Come in 
for the 
BEST 
SELECTION!

Natural Gas Propane

Aurora Home Hardware
Annual BBQ

308,405 & 500 Models in Stock.

For Insider Promotions While supplies last!

DAMIR
VRANCIC

LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Cyclist Armin Kluge, front and centre with the bike that carried him from Aurora to Halifax over the past four
weeks, returned home Wednesday after his long trek to raise funds and awareness for a school he helped build
in Cambodia. Over the last three years, Kluge has travelled from Aurora to Kenora, British Columbia to Kenora,
and now from Aurora to the Maritimes. His home was packed with family and friends Thursday, including (from
left) son Arne, wife Inge, and friends Ernestine Hormann, June May, and Sheila Levine, welcoming him home.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Kluge returns home after completing cycle mission
By Brock Weir

Aurora cyclist Armin Kluge spent his most recent
birthday on the road.
Mr. Kluge, an avid rider who has pedalled his bike

from Kenora to Aurora, and from Victoria, BC back to
the Ontario border town, was in the middle of  the final
leg of  his cross-Canada trip on September 1 when his
family made contact with him somewhere between
Aurora and his ultimate maritime destination.
His family, including his wife Inge, daughters, son,

and a host of  friends and well-wishers were keeping up
with his online GPS as he made his way from Aurora
to Halifax, all in the effort to raise a little money and a
whole lot of  awareness for the school he helped build
in Cambodia.
Mr. Kluge’s cross country, three leg tour of  Canada

has now taken him from coast to coast to raise aware-
ness for his cause, and when he arrived back in Aurora
from Halifax last Wednesday, his home was overflow-
ing with friends and family the following day when
Armin finally had a chance to hold court and tell the
story of  the final leg of  his trip.
“In some ways, I would say to myself  a few times

during the ride, ‘Well, I hope I’ll get to Halifax soon,”
said Mr. Kluge on the mixed emotions he felt as he got
nearer and nearer to his destination. “Sometimes I

was hoping it was not going to happen so soon, depend-
ing on what the conditions were.”
While his mission was to raise awareness and

money for the Cambodian school – which is ably assist-
ed and maintained by the locals, including monks from
a nearby temple, teaching the standard core academic
subjects, as well as practical topics to keep the people
on their feet like agriculture, and sewing and textile
work to help women sustain their own small business-
es – it seems that is certainly just what he accom-
plished from the many stories he has on people who
helped him along the way. 
Mr. Kluge made his trip this time thanks in no small

part to the many people he met over the internet
through programs like Couch Surfing and Warm
Showers, where likeminded people network to provide
free accommodations – and yes, warm showers – to fel-
low travellers and potential friends passing through. 
This went a long way, he said, in keeping comfort-

able along the way and also keeping his own money
firmly rooted in the cause. Accounting for the free
accommodations, free meals, and some donated assis-
tance from helpful bystanders like bike mechanics
along the way, he estimates he was out of  pocket only
about $25 through the whole four week trip. 
“[My hosts] see the world in a similar way that I see

Continued on page 15

Regional Chair announces retirement amid debate over position
By Brock Weir

Bill Fisch, Chairman of
the Region of  York, will
not be seeking another
term of  office.
Mr. Fisch announced

his retirement, effective at
the end of  the current
term in 2014, on Thursday. 
In a statement, he said

he would like to spend
more time with his family.
“My decision to retire

is based on the right rea-
son – my family,” he said.
“By the end of  this term, I
will be almost 66 years old
and it is time to devote my
energy to my wife, Tova,
my children, and three
grandchildren.
“It is no cliché when I

say I have enjoyed the best
job I could ever imagine,

surrounded by great peo-
ple on Regional Council,
and skilled and dedicated
Regional staff. We have
enjoyed many accomplish-
ments together, and this
Region, which is my
home, will enjoy many
more.”
Mr. Fisch first became

involved in politics as a
Markham councillor in
the late 1980s before
becoming a Regional
Councillor for that munic-
ipality in 1994. He suc-
ceeded Eldred King as
Regional Chair in 1997,
elected by members of  the
Regional Council.
His retirement comes

amidst the growing debate
– and legislation going
through the provincial
government – calling on

Mr. Fisch’s appointed
position to be replaced by
a publically and directly
elected Regional Chair.
Electing York’s Regional
Chair has been a project
simmering at Queen’s
Park for several weeks

now, and continues to
build up steam. 
Discussions over

whether to maintain the
status quo of  an appointed
Regional Chair or having
a duly elected representa-

Continued on page 19



Almost 60 years ago, one of  my
favourite episodes of  I Love Lucy
unspooled on stations, broadcasting
out to much of  the United States and
Canada. 
In this episode, Lucy and Ethel are

clambering desperately to raise $3,000
for a self-financed trip to Europe to
join Ricky and Fred who were head-
ing out there for business. Before ulti-
mately scoring their tickets for a song
(literally), they go through a number
of  schemes, including a raffle, which
ultimately turned out to be illegal.
They also scoured the apartment
building looking for cash between
couch cushions and “G.T.H.P.”
(“Going through husband’s pants,”
explains Lucy when pressed by Ethel).
Ethel comes up with the ultimate solu-
tion, however, and decides to mort-
gage the apartment house – much to
Fred’s chagrin. 
Why am I telling you this? Since I

have been watching this show practi-
cally since birth, I have come to firm-
ly believe it is at least partially respon-
sible for sowing the seeds of  “seek and
ye shall find” in my brain. Lucy and
Ethel didn’t immediately go the mort-
gage route. They scoured through
what they had to find what they need-
ed, finding some cool things in the
process (including the contents of
Fred’s “World War 1 Cavalry
Britches”).
Now, for better or worse, I am firm-

ly a “hunter.” 
For years, I have been frustrating

my family for my lack of  patience in
just about every area, except for when
it comes to rummaging through piles
of  old “crapola” that look promising
to the treasure hunter. This early
exposure to “Lucy” has given me an
extra knack for sifting through 
endless boxes of  old movie magazines
from the 1930s and beyond for any
mentions, photos or ads pertaining to
the famous redhead. 
Finding her amongst the yellowed

pages is rare, however. Oddly enough,
a disproportionate amount of  pages
seem devoted to how the average 1930s
love-starved housewife, has nobody to

blame for herself  for the spark going
out of  her marriage. The solution?
Doing weird, wacky, and downright
horrifying things with Lysol, of
course! Apparently throwing it about
your person will bring back that fresh,
clean, newlywed feeling. Who knew? 
This rummaging instinct eventual-

ly spilled over into my family life. By
the time I was six, I liked nothing bet-
ter than to put on a homemade haz-
mat suit (read: a sweatshirt and snow
pants) before heading into my grand-
mother’s crawlspace just off  the fur-
nace room to see what treasures I
could find. 
This extra precaution was neces-

sary because a family cat, long since
dead, had made the tiny room the
Cadillac of  litter boxes. Hey, another
job for Lysol! 
Every trip into the space was an

expedition in itself. Strewn about the
floor were stamps and postcards com-
memorating, for instance, the wed-
ding of  Prince Ranier and Grace
Kelly, the first book ever written on
the Titanic disaster (Antiques
Roadshow tells me this is worth a
mint, even in its water damaged con-
dition), and old family letters and
projects which turned into, for better
or worse, eye openers on my family’s
life pre-1985.
These discoveries served to put

everyone and everything into a new
context, and if  not for these early-
planted seeds of  rummaging, they
may have lain forgotten and undiscov-
ered, perhaps even after my grand-
mother sold up in the late 1990s. 

It is in this sense I eagerly await the
findings of  the Aurora Historical
Society and the recently retained con-
sultants to evaluate and fully cata-
logue their collections. 
From a journalistic standpoint, I

am very much looking forward to the
inevitable debate over what to do with
these newly catalogued collections.
These debates are as regular as the
people in the Milk of  Magnesia ads
that often run alongside the Lysol
pieces.  Some around the Council
table will argue that this collection
should be part of  the Aurora Museum
which should, in turn, be re-installed
at the Church Street School. The other
camp will argue, however, that Aurora
already has a museum in Hillary
House and what’s left over can find
adequate display in the Church Street
School’s Aurora Cultural Centre in its
display cases or in occasional exhibi-
tions in the second floor Aurora
Room. Either way, these debates fre-
quently follow the same well-worn
path, but two items could ultimately
freshen up this discussion, without
any intervention from Lysol.
These two things are the proposal

for the Heritage Park on Yonge Street,
which proposes turning the
Edwardian home immediately south
of  Hillary House into a standalone
museum for Aurora. Will this be
enough to satisfy the people calling for
the Aurora Cultural Centre to be over-
taken by a museum? Will the others
want to keep this heritage component
on a rotating basis through their pet
project on Church Street? Time will
tell. 
Personally, however, I am looking

forward to seeing what influence, if
any, a detailed catalogue on exactly
what is in Aurora’s collections has on
the discussions. Will consultants find
anything in there to shed new light on
Aurora’s past? Will there be anything
to cast new light on what might turn
out to be a seedy underbelly in some
long-forgotten corner of  Town? Will
new, unsung Town heroes come to
light? 
Watch this space.
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Aurora vandalism was not
limited to long weekend

(Re: “Long Weekend Crimes show lack of  respect”,
September 4)

Mr. Greig’s (unfortunate) reporting of  disrespect
shown through vandalism over the long weekend, is
sadly, not restricted to the long weekend.
Over the last months, we’ve had a quite a lot of  van-

dalism to local property: tires slashed, ornaments
taken, car windows and fences broken, fires set to recy-
cling bins. These events happen regularly, late at night
and into the wee hours of  the morning, specifically in
Aurora Village.
We need local residents to keep their ear to the

ground and eyes on the streets late at night. Report any
instances of  vandalism immediately by telephone, if
you’re real quick, get some video footage through your
cell phone, and file an online report as soon as you can:
onlinereporting.yrp.ca/start-report.html  
It’s only through community reporting that police

will have enough information and tools to investigate
properly. And if  the events are reported online, it helps
the police determine “hot areas” to dispatch more sur-
veillance resources.
Oh, and if  the person(s) responsible DOES happen to

read the newspaper, I’d really like all my gear back from
my truck.

D. Mitchell
Aurora

Food pantry thanks community 
for summer support

On behalf  of  the Aurora Food Pantry we would like
to say a big thank you to the community for all their
support over the summer. 
A special thanks to all who donated at the Concerts

in the Park and movie nights and to those who held spe-
cial events or parties and collected food. It was a great
help in keeping the shelves stocked.
Once again we are having a Thanksgiving Food

Drive and you can drop off  food at any grocery store in
Aurora or any of  the fire stations. All donations are
greatly appreciated. Every item given is a help to those
in need. 

Lorna Rummenie, Director
Aurora Food Pantry 

Reader interested in expanded district

In The Auroran of  Sept 18, your article on how
Heritage neighbourhoods could expand west interested
me because I live on Temperance Street.  I have lived at
107 Temperance Street for 20 years and have seen a
number of  changes in the area.  I think we need to
understand the full implication of  designating an area
as a heritage district, but I like the concept.      

Delia Bernardi
Aurora
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Since when is refusing to coach sports
teams and shutting down extra-curricu-
lar programs in the best interest of  stu-
dents?

Remember the radio and TV ads in
the days leading up to the vote on Bill
115, the legislation that would freeze
teachers’ wages for two years, stop the
practice of  cashing in on sick days
whether sick or not and preventing
teachers from striking during the two
year wage freeze period? 

“We’ll be in school, but we won’t stop 
fighting to protect our students” 

This was the tagline attached to the
many radio ads sponsored by the
Ontario Secondary School Teachers
Federation (OSSTF).

Well, teachers are in school alright,
but the refrain about how they wouldn’t
“stop fighting to protect our students” is
somewhat confusing to the students and
parents who are now caught in the cross-
fire of  the teachers’ demonstrations
against the government.

What does it say about the leadership
of  the OSSTF when the first volley in
response to the passing of  Bill 115, was
against students and parents by declar-
ing a one day moratorium on extra-cur-
ricular activities? So much for fighting
to protect students.

“It won’t be business as usual”
...said Sam Hammond, the President

of  the Elementary Teachers Federation

of  Ontario (ETFO) follow-
ing the passing of  Bill 115.
“Teachers will be free to
choose which volunteer
activities with students, if
any, they will withdraw
from.”

Again, the first victims
in the fight with the gov-
ernment are the students
and their parents. But this
statement by Mr.
Hammond puts the issue
into an interesting per-
spective. Students and
parents alike will know
that individual teachers are now making
the decision about whether the extra-
curricular activity is cancelled or not.

Refusing to coach sports teams or
organize music and drama programs
doesn’t change the daily routine of  the
politicians who voted for Bill 115, but it
has a significant impact on the students
and parents who are counting on those
programs.

Students and parents 
should not be used as pawns 

Whatever disagreements there
may be concerning wage freezes or
sick days or how the implementation
of  Bill 115 was handled, students and
parents should not have to bear the
consequences of  this dispute. This
issue should be worked out in the

boardrooms and at the
negotiating tables, not
in classrooms or
schoolyards.

While I disagree
with how Dalton
McGuinty and his gov-
ernment have handled
this issue, I do agree
that a two year wage
freeze is an essential
step in getting the
province’s fiscal
affairs in order. That’s
the reason I and my
colleagues in the PC

Caucus supported Bill 115.
Our preference would have been a

legislated, across-the-board two year
wage freeze for ALL public sector
employees. The savings to the
province would have been $2 billion
per year, and would have represented
a major step towards balancing
Ontario’s budget. That approach
would have avoided singling out the
teaching profession and would have
been a fair and equitable way of  man-
aging the fiscal challenge in our
province. Dalton McGuinty dis-
missed that proposal and chose
rather to move forward with Bill 115.

Putting things into perspective
It may interest you to know that

despite this so-called wage freeze, 41

per cent of  teachers will still get an
average pay increase of  $7,500 over
the next two years because of  their
position on the seniority grid (which
is not subject to the freeze).

The additional cost to taxpayers
for these increases alone will be $300
million. Given the predicament of
600,000 unemployed Ontarians who
wake up every morning wondering
where the next meal will come from,
the fact that sick days can no longer
be banked, should be kept in perspec-
tive. 

It should be kept in mind as well,
that since being elected in 2003, the
McGuinty government has increased
spending on education by more than
$8 billion, despite a decline in enroll-
ment of  more than 250,000 students.
A good part of  that increase went to
teachers’ salaries and benefits. 

Frankly, with an average salary of
$83,000, a comprehensive drug, dental
and disability  benefit plan and an
enviable pension, I think Ontario
teachers are doing quite well. They
have every reason to put students
first and I have every confidence that
they will.

As always, I welcome your com-
ments and advice. I can be contacted
through my website at
www.frankklees.com or by phone at
905-750-0019.

As has been noted previously in this
space, there are a number of  mysteries
and unanswered questions in Aurora.
Here are a few more…

Has there been any point over the
past five years when a parking lot or
garage was not being either built or
demolished at the Aurora GO train sta-
tion?

For a season that’s supposed to warm
the heart and bring good cheer to all,
why is it so depressing to see Christmas
decorations in the stores already?

If  the argument is that Aurora would
be better represented in one Federal
riding than in two, why isn’t the city of
Toronto pushing to have only one repre-
sentative, rather than the current 22?

When the Petch House is finally
reconstructed, will the new logs and
other components required to replace
the damaged pieces outnumber the
remaining original parts?

Will the current period of  overnight
parking restrictions in Town from
November 15 to April 15 to allow for
snow clearing be shortened in future to
keep pace with global warming?

With Wells Street School converting
to lofts, George Browning House demol-

ished, and the
Armory winding
down over the past
year, is Aurora in
danger of  losing the
Prince of  Wales Prize
it received for
Municipal Heritage
Leadership?

With Wellington
Street West recently
repaved, what’s now
the bumpiest road in
Town?

Why did 30 per
cent of  this years’ “Doors Open” loca-
tions not even have any doors?

When the wonders of  the shuttle and
Canadarm were painted on the
Canadian Achievements mural at
Yonge and Wellington, did anyone ever
think that this technology would be
obsolete and in museums before a new
mural was painted?

With the cost to install and remove
the chicanes in the northeast quadrant
approaching $250,000, why didn’t we
negotiate a money back guarantee with
the supplier?

With people clambering to preserve

Aurora’s remaining
green space, and the
Town mandated by the
province to accommo-
date thousands of  addi-
tional residents over the
next several years, why
aren’t more and taller
condominium buildings
being built in town?

Do the folks in
Aurora’s Parks,
Recreation and Special
Events Department
receive enough credit

for all the work they do to put on such
fabulous events all year such as the
Concerts in the Parks, Haunted Forest
and Ribfest?

With traffic so heavy it’s generally
considered unsafe for kids, pedestrians
and joggers to be out on our roads, so
why are there always such lengthy
debates whenever new sidewalks are
proposed in town?

Has penmanship been removed from
the curriculum of  Aurora schools now
that the Post Office has closed?

When council takes its meetings on
the road this fall, do they have to 

come back?
Since dandelions bloom, is their

abundance in town considered during
the judging in the Communities in
Bloom competition? 

How many years has it been since
the possibility was raised of  Aurora
hosting a Habitat for Humanity House,
and will one be built before the eastern
side of  Aurora is completely paved
over?

Will a new museum in Town adverse-
ly impact on attendance at other simi-
lar institutions such as Hillary House?

Has anyone taken the Town up on its
offer to protect the Town-owned ash
tree on the boulevard in front of  their
house from being killed by the Emerald
Ash Borer, as long as the home-owner
pays for it?

How many pay-phones are left in
town, and is anyone using them?

How long does someone who moves
to Aurora have to live here before
they’re  no longer considered a new-
comer?

Just asking…

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.

3%
Yes

92%
No

5%
No Difference

RE
SU

LT
S

AS
 OF

 SE
PT

EM
BE

R 2
4,  

20
12

FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

Frank Klees 
MPP Newmarket-Aurora

Teachers’ Actions Confuse Students, Parents and Me

INSIDE 
AURORA

Burning Questions 5

Scott Johnston

AURORAN POLL
Lawmakers in charge of Federal electoral 

boundaries proposed this month that Aurora be

split in two with Wellington Street as the dividing

line. Residents on the north side of Wellington

Street would still be voting in Newmarket-Aurora,

while residents south of Wellington would be in

the newly created federal riding of Aurora-

Richmond Hill. The move would address some

issues regarding population in electoral districts,

but local officials say Aurora should have a united

voice in Parliament. Are you in favour of the 

proposal to split Aurora voters down the middle

in time for the next federal election?

A )Yes     B) No   C) It makes no difference

This colourful side plate is
older than Canada itself.
Estimated to date from
between 1848 and 1850,
the ironstone table wear
features the “Aurora” pat-
tern, an unusual combina-
tion of transfer-printed
and hand painted decora-
tion created by Francis
Morley and Company of
Staffordshire, England.
This piece is currently in
the collection of Hillary
House. Ironstone was,
according to the Aurora
Historical Society, initially
used for industrial
strength tiles and was
found to be more afford-
able, durable, and easier
to mass produce than
porcelain.

Submitted by the AHS
and Christine McClure



Dorothy Clark McClure,
born in Guelph in 1934 as
Dorothy McClure, has died.
She was in her 78th year

and was the wife of  the late
Dick Illingworth, two-time
mayor of  Aurora.
I know she was married

to him because I was a
speaker at their wedding,
held at the Aurora
Highlands Golf  Club when
the building was still there
back in the nineties.  
She was the mother of

Kelly, Chris and Andrew,
mother-in-law to Maria and
stepmother to Suzanne
Bassett (Roger) and Rick
Illingworth (Bernice).

She was the grandmoth-
er of  Megan, Kaya and
Emma McClure and was
one of  Aurora’s and York
Region’s most respected
artists.
I know that for a fact, too,

because my house is full of
her work. 
Bet you didn’t know she

did nude drawings, too,
didja?
I have one of  those, too,

but I don’t know who the
model was.
She was honoured local-

ly and provincially as an
inspirational teacher, 
talented artist, and conser-
vationist. Her work graces
the homes of  many people
here in Canada and across
the globe. 
Over the years, Dorothy

has appeared in hundreds
of  individual and group
shows in the United States
and Canada.
She has been acknowl-

edged in architectural
books, and has been written
about.
In 1999, she was elected a

signature member of  the
Colour and Form society.
Other awards include
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Remembering Dorothy
many jury prizes; the Curtis
Award of  Excellence; the
Arts and Culture Medal
from the town of  Aurora;
the visual arts “In
Celebration of  Women”
award from York Region;
the Bicentennial Medal
from the province of
Ontario; and a Certificate of
Achievement from the
Ontario Heritage Trust.
She was named the

Citizen of  the Year for
Aurora in 2008.

As a leader, she took on
such roles as President of
the Historical Society and
the Artisans of  York, and
was the Vice-President of
the Willowdale Group of
Artists. She was an art
teacher for the York Region
Board of  Education, the
Town of  Aurora, Seneca
College, the Haliburton
School of  the Arts,
Georgina School of  Fine
Arts, Georgian Bay School
of  the Arts, the Senior’s
Centre, and at workshops
throughout the Greater
Toronto Area.
Dorothy founded the

Aurora Senior’s Art Group
and its annual show has
been a source of  great pride.
She always believed in

using and giving back the
gifts she was blessed with.
Her life, through her

work, her students, her fam-
ily and its own incandes-
cent spark continues to
touch the lives of  all who
knew her.
Below is a photograph

taken by Auroran photogra-
pher David Falconer in
front of  the former Wells
Street School February 18,
2010.
I found a CD with several

photos on it which I am 
willing to share with the
family if  they wish.

POOR
RONNIE

Ron Wallace

Walk of Hope was a success
Thank you for covering

our Ovarian Cancer Walk of
Hope Aurora.  Also, thank
you for sending David
Falconer to take photos on
the event day!
Once again, we are so

thankful for the promotion
by our local media.  We are
thrilled to say that this was a
hugely successful day!
We had 23 students volun-

teering and we are so grate-
ful to them.  They were
polite, helpful, willing and
friendly – without these won-
derful volunteers the event
could not run smoothly.
Sarah Carmosino sang beau-

tifully.  When she sang
Ordinary Miracles after the
moment of  silence and came
to the words “Sun comes out
and shines so brightly”, the
sun came out of  the clouds at
that very moment!  
It was an extremely mov-

ing moment.  Allison did
lovely interpretive dance,
and Kerstin, Ben and Brady
entertained the crowds with
creative juggling.  Mitch did
a fantastic job with the very
important sound system.
Students not only set up the
event, but ran the registra-
tion table, ran the silent auc-
tion table, gave teal nail pol-

ish manicures, greeted and
led the walkers.

We wish to thank the
almost 50 businesses that
donated to help make our
event special. We were able
to offer our participants hot
chocolate, water, apples and
cookies.  Cobs Bread
dropped off  a selection of
baked goods especially for
our volunteers!  We were
able to provide swag bags
that contained chocolate,
magazines, toothbrushes
and floss, McDonalds
coupons, and sunflower
seeds.  Every item at our
silent auction table was bid
on and we were able to raise
about $1,300 through this
table alone.
We wish to thank our MP

Lois Brown for her kind
words and for starting off
the walkers by cutting the
ribbon. We also thank our
firefighters – duty called but
they promised to return to
our event and they did!

Thank you to the
Farmers’ Market for 

welcoming us and providing
10 $5 coupons as a surprise
give-away.  The lucky walk-
ers who received them were
so excited!

Thank you to those who
came to listen and observe
without even initially know-
ing what was going on!  A big
thank you to our walkers,
those who came knowing
they were supporting hope
for women and their families
affected by ovarian cancer.

Finally, thank you to our
many supporters.  Through
your generous and kind
donations, we have raised
$13,000 and counting.  To
date, the Aurora Walk of
Hope has been able to con-
tribute $85,000 to Ovarian
Cancer Canada.  An early
detection screening tool will
be discovered and women’s
lives will be saved!
From the depths of  our

hearts, Jackie, Brenda and I
say thank you.

Gayle Palmer
Aurora

Voice Festival features local talent
The Newmarket Voice

Festival is in its 17th year, and
has been fortunate over the
years to attract some very dis-
tinguished, talented and
accomplished adjudicators to
assist the singers in their field
of  study.  
This year the adjudicators

are Barbara Collier, Linda
Van Winden and Donna
Garner.
The Festival provides a

wide variety of  categories,
representing many styles of
singing and the music of
many cultures. Contestants
range in age from under 8
years to university students
and are primarily from York
Region.
With ever-rising tuition

costs for many of  today’s uni-
versity students, the Festival
supports the further develop-
ment of  the art of  singing and
of  talented singers through
the provision of  awards, tro-
phies and scholarships.  
Scholarship recipients are

chosen by the adjudicators,
and the minimum award is
$100 to $1,500 for the higher
disciplines.  Funds for these
awards are made available
through the generosity of
individuals and business
leaders within the communi-
ty, and income tax receipts
are available.
We are attempting to build

awareness in the community
and beyond, and encourage
you to check the festival’s
website www.newmar-
ketvoicefestival.com where
everything from entry, syl-
labus and scholarship donor

forms may be downloaded.
It is our hope that you will

be able to assist us in provid-
ing these young singers with
the support necessary to
improve their skills, and
achieve a level of  excellence
in the art of  singing.  It is
astonishing that with the
right exposure, the nervous
beginner quickly becomes
the poised professional.
We look forward to your

participation in this wonder-
ful event, and please do not
hesitate to contact us if  you
require further information.
We know that it will be a
rewarding experience for you
whether you are a competitor,
or someone we can count on
for financial support.

Irene Ilic, Executive Director
Rosalyn Gonsalves, Fundraiser

Aurora

Dorothy Clark McClure
1934-2012

Auroran photo by David Falconer



As we shift from the
work world to life as a
senior, it’s easy to lose
the schedules that kept
us healthy and mentally
fit. 

While working, we
ate at specific times,
ensured that our meals
provided sufficient
nutrition, and we were
active a good portion of
every day.

In retirement, we are
more apt to change our
schedules to suit our
new lifestyles. For many,
this often means our
health suffers, begin-
ning with nutrition. 

We might eat less at
mealtimes, we might
skip meals altogether or
desire recipes that take
little effort.
Unfortunately, some
quick dish options
include processed and
frozen foods that we can
pop into the microwave.
For the majority, these
are lower in nutrition
and even lacking certain
vitamins and minerals
that we desperately
need.

Because we are less
active, our appetites are
not as vigorous as they
once were. Yet, in our
senior years, we need to
pay closer attention to
our nutritional intake.
No longer can our bod-
ies adapt to low quality
and low quantity diets.
Our muscles need to be
constantly replenished
or they will shrink and
weaken. The only reme-

dies are proper nutri-
tion and daily exercise.

It is equally impor-
tant to stay mentally
active because, like the
rest of  our bodies, our
brains need food too.
Our brain power needs
to be tested and exer-
cised regularly if  it is to
stay fit.

A lot of  seniors are
unaware of  the changes
that take place as we
age, particularly in
regard to nutrition. Our
bodies do not absorb and
use the nutrients as
readily as they once did.
That’s why it’s impor-
tant to know how to
combat these problems.

The Centre is offering
a couple of  courses that
you might find fun and
educational.

Nutrition and You
This program will

help you to renew your
energy, have a healthier
body and a stronger
immune system.
Discover how to shed
extra body weight,
decrease aches and
pains and optimize your
wellness. This is a series
of  three health and
nutrition workshops
that begin October 11 for
three consecutive
weeks. It runs from 9.30
a.m. to 10.30 a.m. and
costs $21. Register at
reception.

Cake decorating
Can anyone resist

scooping up that deli-

c i o u s
i c i n g
when it is
f r e s h ?
(Some of
us never
stop being
kids) This
is a fun
c o u r s e
that takes
y o u
t h r o u g h
the basics
of  designing your work
space, decorating tools
and cake baking to
preparing a cake for dec-
orating and many tips to
creating delectable
cakes. Imagine taking
this up as a part time
business to make a few
extra dollars. Or use
these skills to impress
your family and friends
at those group get-
togethers. It starts
November 1 and runs
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Price is $45 for four
classes. Register at
reception. 

Let’s Create
Keep your minds

alert by exercising your
creative talents. The
activities in this free
group help significantly
with hand-eye coordina-
tion. Projects so far have
included card making,
Christmas tree decora-
tions, clothes pin angels,
crepe paper roses, t-
shirt decorating,
stained glass and
cement art. Organizer
Carol Hedenberg always

m a n a g e s
to come up
w i t h
something
fun for
eve ryone
to try. She
a l s o
e n s u r e s
that the
s u p p l i e s
are avail-
a b l e ,
many of

which are donated.
While the activities are
free, a minimal fee is
sometimes charged to
cover the costs of  the
materials.

There’s more to Let’s
Create than working
with your hands. It’s an
excellent chance to
socialize in a casual set-
ting, as Wendy Gerrell
knows.

“I enjoy the interac-
tion,” she says, “and
learning new things,
sharing ideas, making
novelties.” 

Although Wendy has
only been a member of
the ASA for about two
years, she’s already dis-
covered the benefits. 

“I really enjoy the
social aspects. I’ve made
some new friends.”

She adds that the peo-
ple in this centre are
very friendly. From the
moment she and her
husband, Tom, walked
through the doors,
they’ve felt like it was
home. Her favorites so
far are knitting, crafts,
Rummikub and
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Fibromyalgia is reaching
alarming levels and ineffec-
tive treatment is common.  If
you suffer from fibromyalgia
you need to know poorly
known facts about the condi-
tion in order to avoid years of
pain and suffering.

You have probably told by
your doctor you have con-
stant, unrelenting joint pain
…  tender, achy spots all over
your body…  including your
neck and upper back…   pain
between your shoulder
blades …  chronic fatigue …
and maybe constant or inter-
mittent headaches.  You can’t
sleep at night and are
exhausted all day.  

You can’t even enjoy the
simple things in life any-
more, such as playing with
your children.  Getting out of
bed everyday is an unbeliev-
able challenge.

Life Has Become
Unbearable...  

Your doctor does an
exam...negative.  He takes
some  X-rays...negative.  Does
a few blood tests… negative.
Maybe even an MRI… 

negative.  
The doctor may tell you

that you may have 
Fibromyalgia and may give
you anti-inflammatory,  pain
or muscle relaxing drugs.
You may find that the 
approaches you try do not
help or may even  make it feel
worse. 

So you go back, again and
again, and your doctor gives
you different drugs to try to
make you feel better.   

The doctor eventually
may say... “I’ve done all I can
do, you’re just need to learn
to live with it…”

After  exhausting the  list
of  medications you may also
be told it’s “all in your head”
and they may even send you
to a psychiatrist for anti-
depressant drugs.

You may have gone
through months, if  not years,
of  grueling tests and drugs
with horrible side effects.  

It is clear that sufferers
need much more informa-
tion on what Fibromyalgia
really is and how they can
help themselves.

There are other 
approaches, beyond the use
of  drugs, that have safely and
effectively helped many 
Fibromyalgia sufferers 
improve  their lives 
dramatically.

To help sufferers,  a work-
shop is being offered  to
reveal effective ways  to feel
better, increase energy,
improve sleep and improve
quality of  life.  The workshop
is at no- charge as a commu-
nity service. 

The workshop will be
held on Wed Oct 3 7:30 pm. – 
9 pm. at the King West 
Wellness Centre 141 King Rd
Unit 10, Richmond Hill 

Seating is limited.  
Call to make reservations 
888-837-0407.

Fibromyalgia 
Effective  Approaches for Lasting Relief  

Advertorial

There are other 
approaches, beyond the
use of drugs, that have
safely and effectively

helped many Fibromyalgia 
sufferers feel better.

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

Jerry Collins, owner/operator

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Wellington Medical Centre 
                               & Travel Clinic

www.medhelp.ca 

Dr. E. Chan  Dr. Y. Garcia 
126 Wellington St. West, Ste. 105 

905-841-1633  

“Cover Yourself” 

Nutrition and brain food: vital elements that keep seniors healthy and mentally fit

SENIOR

SCAPE
Sylvia Dickens

Scrabble, but she’s anx-
ious to give canasta a
try.

St. Jacobs Tour
It’s fall, and the mar-

kets are teeming with
fresh picked produce.
The St. Jacobs Market
tour offers an excellent
opportunity for seniors
to shop at one of  the
largest displays in the
area. You can make your
way through the large
selection of  fruit, veg-
etables, crafts and other
fine items. 

If  you’d like to learn
more about the
Mennonite people who
run this market, you can
watch a 13-minute DVD
presentation in the
Village of  St. Jacobs.
Afterwards, browse

through the photos, arti-
facts and displays that
describe the history, cul-
ture and religion of  the
Mennonites from yester-
day to today.

The trip leaves the
Aurora Community
Centre at 8 a.m. on
Thursday, October 11.
Register at reception.
Members $64 per person;
non-members $69 per
person.

For more information
on the Aurora Seniors’
Centre and all it has to
offer, drop by 90 John
West Way, visit the web
site www.aurorase-
niors.ca, email auro-
raseniors@rogers.com
or call 905-726-4767
between 9 a.m. and 4
p.m. Monday to Friday.

Making dreams a reality is a matter of just believing
Many years ago I was

asked to set goals and
vision that I could attain
them if  I believed.

These goals were real-
istic and came from my
positive imagination;
they were things I
thought had passed me
by, due to some negative
experiences.

These events were
avoidable as others felt I
was different due to dis-
ability, passion or some
other targeting we refer
to as bullying.

Those people did not
win, as my passion and
determination to become
a helper became stronger
and I reached one of  my
goals this past spring.

I graduated from
Seneca King College with
high honours and won a
writing award; I am now
a Social Service Worker.

I could not have
reached this pinnacle in

my journey without the
community, who made
things easier through
support and motivation. 
I also need to thank the
previous editor of  The
Auroran, Ron Wallace,
for allowing me to tell my
story via my Heard
About Town column.

This compassion
allowed others to hear
my story and have come
forward to say it helped
them realise they were
not alone in their 
journey.

Community is an 
attitude that can assist in
many ways. Believing in
you, combined with that,
can result in a college
diploma. I am the proof
of  that theory.

I realized I do not have
a disability; I have a gift,
and I can ask for assis-
tance.

So many of  you have
listened, which helped

me change my life, and I
will continue to repay
you with a ripple of  kind-
ness.

The abuse and vio-
lence of  our past must be
for awareness, and not
repetition.

I have said there are
ten ways you can success-
fully launch a dream.

1) BELIEVE
2) Believe
3) BELIEVE
4) Believe
5) BELIEVE
6) Believe
7) BELIEVE
8) Believe
9) BELIEVE
10) Believe

I have a few more goals
I hope to make a reality.
The bullies will not get in
my way because I have a
new type of  positive
gang. It is called commu-
nity.

David Heard 
Aurora

A word for Machell and Fleury Parks 
This council should be

commended for the work
done in the above named
parks. It’s really wonder-
ful – new benches, new
garbage bins. If  only peo-
ple would use those bins it
would be wonderful also.
Also thanks for paving

Wellington Street. It’s so
smooth. Should send you
a bill for a new car after
riding rough shod all
these years! Just joking.
Keep up the good work.

Neil Pemberton
Aurora

(Editor’s note:
Wellington Street
improvements on the
road surface were car-
ried out by the Region of
York. Make sure to send
your car bills to the
right place!) 
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The Save Happy  
18 month 2.20% GIC

In 18 months it’s  
Happy Earnaversary.

The Save Happy GIC hits the sweet spot with 2.20% for 18 months - one of the highest rates on the market - but at 
a shorter term that won’t lock up your money for years on end.

Drop by your nearest branch. Or pay us a visit at meridiancu.ca/savehappy to see how we’re reinventing 
neighbourhood banking.

™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. The Save Happy GIC is only available until December 15, 2012. Rates are subject to change without notice. The interest rate is calculated 
annually and paid upon maturity at the end of the 18 months, minimum deposit of $1,000 required. Other conditions may apply.
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Explore Hillary House During Culture Days 
By Alexandra Riccio,

Community Development
Assistant Aurora 
Historical Society

This fall the Aurora
Public Library, the
Aurora Cultural Centre,
the Aurora Farmers’
Market and the Aurora
Historical Society (AHS)
will collaborate to bring a
variety of  cultural expe-
riences to the community
during Culture Days,
September 28 – 30.  
This is the third annu-

al Culture Days weekend,
which takes place in com-
munities all across
Canada and aims to raise
the awareness, accessibil-
ity, participation and eng
agement of  Canadians in
arts and culture.  An
incredible variety of
events will be taking
place throughout the
country over the course

of  the weekend, all of
them free. 
AHS has been celebrat-

ing the 150th anniversary
of  Hillary House
National Historic Site by
focusing on new and
innovative ways for the
public to engage with this
heritage gem.
Participating in Culture
Days has been the perfect
addition to the year’s
activities, and will bring
an opportunity for the
public to take part in an
activity that the Hillary
House grounds are
unlikely to have ever
hosted before: a yoga
class.  
On Saturday,

September 29th, AHS will
host a beginner’s yoga
class in partnership with
local studio Moksha Yoga
from 10 – 11 a.m.
Participants will experi-
ence the beautiful Hillary

House grounds in a com-
pletely unique way.  
All skill levels are wel-

come: this is a perfect
opportunity to try yoga or
to try something different
from your usual yoga
practice.  The class will
be capped at 40 people on
a first-come first-served
basis to ensure an effec-
tive teacher/student
ratio, so please RSVP by
phoning 905-727-8991. 
Visitors will have the

opportunity to take
advantage of  an Open
House at Hillary House
from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
whether they try the yoga
class or not.  
The site is normally

open only by appointment
from September through
May, with a few rare
exceptions such as this.
This will be one of  the
last chances for the public
to view the 2012 exhibits
currently on display
before next year’s new
exhibits are installed.  
If  you’ve ever driven

by and wondered about
the house, here is your
chance to explore it.  For
those who have toured the
House before, it’s a great
time to bring a guest for
their first visit. 
Culture Days is a col-

laborative movement that
welcomes your participa-
tion.  Look for your
Culture Days passport in
this week’s Auroran and
be sure to have it stamped
at all four venues hosting

Culture Days activities to
be eligible to win great
prizes.  
For further informa-

tion on Culture Days at
Hillary House, please
visit aurorahistoricalso-

ciety.ca or phone the AHS
office at 905-727-8991.
Hillary House National
Historic Site has been
located at 15372 Yonge
Street for the past 150
years. 

Hillary House and the Aurora Historical Society is one of four venues across Aurora
participating in Culture Days this week. Look in this edition of The Auroran for your
Culture Days passport insert and have it stamped at all participating locations!
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A & F Hair Elite

In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

Next to No Frills

Pasquale is a barber with 
 

Come in and ask him 
for a cut and traditional shave.

Current plans could give one Councillor veto over hydro funds
By Brock Weir

When Councillors are eventually able to get down to
business to determine how or if  to use the $30+ million
garnered from the sale of  Aurora Hydro, any one
Councillor can have veto power over Council’s plans.
At least, that is how things stand now. If  Town Staff

and some Councillors get their way this week, however,
this could all change.
Councillors tackled several recommendations on

clarifying existing recommendations surrounding the
use of  the hydro funds at last Tuesday’s General
Committee meeting. Up for consideration were a num-
ber of  changes from Town Treasurer Dan Elliott on
how to make the process as smooth as possible and a lit-
tle bit less restrictive on the Council of  the day. 
Of  primary debate, was clarifying how Council can

spend, invest, or use the money and how such a trans-
action can be authorised by Council. As things current-
ly stand after a decision made by the 2003 – 2006
Council, any allocation of  cash from the Aurora Hydro
Reserve Fund would require a “vote not less than 2/3
vote of  the entire Council.”
This means all members of  Council must be present

in Council Chambers at the time of  the vote or if  the
vote is to be deferred until the Council is sitting in its
entirety, providing that in the event the entire Council
is not present for three consecutive meetings, the
requirement for 100 per cent of  members needed to
attend is reduced by one member of  Council.
After some time to review, it was determined by

Town Treasurer Dan Elliott, however, that these and
other items outlined in the 2006 plan have become too
restrictive. Rules, he said, needed to be “solidified” for
transparency and these restrictions were never actual-

ly put through as a bylaw.
Options to rectify this problem, as Mr. Elliott out-

lined in his report, included going with a simple 2/3
majority vote of  Councillors present at the meeting, or
eliminating the 2/3 requirement all together and just
going with a simple majority.
“This streamlines it as more of  a Council decision,”

said Councillor John Abel.
Some Councillors, however, were concerned that if

the current process of  allocating this money is
retained, it would essentially tie the hands of  Council
and give just one member veto power over the whole
process.
“My only comment is of  the restrictiveness of  the

one person who is essentially given veto power to walk
away from the table for the voting for three consecutive
meetings,” said Councillor Michael Thompson. “If  that
process continues with more than one person, you
could see a delay of  many months.”
This was a viewpoint shared by Mayor Geoffrey

Dawe.
“I thought it was fairly well laid out that restrictive

voting just leaves us in limbo and we can’t really do
anything if  one person and then two people decide to
leave the meeting,” he said. “It just goes on forever and
I think by voting not less than 2/3 of  those in atten-
dance, I believe it [tightens] that.”
Councillor Paul Pirri, however, went one step fur-

ther and put forward a hypothetical.
“I agree with the Mayor that giving an individual

Councillor the power of  veto over the rest of  the
Council doesn’t make any sense – we’re here as a group
to make decisions,” he said. “What happens if  there
were three councillors working together and one will
miss one week and one will miss the next week, and one

will miss the one after that? Subsequent to that, it is a
combination of  any two not attending the meetings.”
When Councillor Pirri asked Mr. Elliott what would

happen in a situation like that, the latter said his read-
ing of  the bylaw was that nothing could happen under
what Council had set out. The Councillor agreed –
stressing that he wasn’t “insinuating any Councillors
are working together – and said there are ways to get
around that. Mr. Elliott, however, wasn’t so sure.
“I don’t believe that there is any procedural mecha-

nism that (a) you can identify who is working with who,
who is in alliance with who,” said Mr. Elliott. “I don’t
believe that is something that Council wants to get its
focus on.”
Added Councillor Evelyn Buck: “Council shouldn’t

be reading too much into this verbiage. Why would we
think people would be avoiding their responsibilities?
We shouldn’t dwell too much on this crap.”

Aurora has become too dependent on funds: Councillors
By Brock Weir

Aurora needs to
“wean” itself  off  using
money garnered during
the sale of  Aurora Hydro
to help “mitigate” proper-
ty taxes.
This was the message

brought to the table by
some Councillors last
week at General
Committee when taking
another kick at determin-
ing the future of  Aurora’s
Hydro Funds, which cur-
rently sits near $33 mil-
lion.
Looking to the future

and decreasing the
dependence on that fund
sprang out of  discussions
over what Councillor
Evelyn Buck said was
“confusion” of  how much
money was actually in the
Hydro Reserve Account. 
Since its establish-

ment, money from the
fund, particularly the
interest accrued, has
been used to stabilize
property tax rates, and
hefty contributions have
been made towards the
development of  the
Church Street School and
the Aurora Cultural
Centre now calling it
home. 
“It would appear that

there is less in the fund
now than was realised
from the sale and that we
have been whittling away
at it without realising it,
despite the resolution of
the [2003 – 2006] Council
that the money would not
be whittled away,” said
Councillor Buck.
“It was our position

that because we had been
receiving revenue of
almost $1 million from
our hydro corporation,
and that had gone into the
Town’s general revenue
fund, that we really could-
n’t afford to cut that off
immediately. We would
continue to take from the
interest on the capital a
steadily decreasing

amount each year so that
we would wean ourselves
from the dependence on
the original million. That
doesn’t seem to be what
happened.”
There was some agree-

ment around the table,
however, that Aurora
really does need to break
away from this cycle and
wean itself  off  the
money.
“[Previous Council

reports] stress that it is
important to wean our-
selves off  the interest
and income and at that
point they needed $1.2
million to offset the
taxes,” said Councillor
Michael Thompson. “I
know in a couple of
instances it was reduced
from $900,000 to $600,000,
but I think it is incum-
bent on us as a Council
during our term to wean
us off  that $600,000
because that was part of

the intent of  what was
being discussed.”
If  Council approves a

new plan this week, a
fund will be established
by bylaw with a balance
of  $31,699,351.67 which
accounts for 90 per cent
of  net proceeds from the
sale of  Aurora Hydro,
according to Mr. Elliott.
This “clearly establish-
es” the principle amount
in the fund in the new
bylaw, he added.
All interest accrued

from this amount will be
put back in the fund. Any
expenditure from the
fund “for any purpose
determined ny Council to
be in the best interest of
the Town” providing it is
in line with the bylaw
could go through.
Proposals on how
Council will spend,
invest, or otherwise use
the funds will be pro-
posed to the public at
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least 30 days in advance
before a vote happens,
decided by a simple 2/3
vote. 
If  this bylaw is eventu-

ally passed, it will over-
ride any previous votes or
resolutions relating to the
Hydro Fund.
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*Enjoy the fun * Backyard Living*
POOL SERVICES & INSTALLATION

Fiberglass Vinyl Pools
* REMODELS * SERVICE * RETAIL *

* OPENINGS * CLOSINGS * WKLY MAINT *
“DAZZLE” Sparkling Clear Water

905-895-1755   www.surfside.on.ca
225 Pony Drive Unit #3 Newmarket On

Surfside Pool Services Ltd.

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

Should the taxpayers of today pay for tomorrow?
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s $17 million new
Joint Operations Centre – a
new facility that will be
shared by the Town’s Parks
and Public Works depart-
ment – should keep the Town
in good standing for the next
40 years.
Some Councillors, howev-

er, have started to question
whether the taxpayers of
today should have to pay for
the facilities that will be serv-
ing the taxpayers of  tomor-
row.
The discussion took place

at last week’s General
Committee meeting after
financial information on the
$16,982,000 project was
brought forward to Council.
While it will be up for discus-
sion again this week,
Councillors such as Evelyn
Buck and John Abel ques-
tioned the wisdom of  paying
for everything now.
The information was

brought forward by Dan
Elliott, Aurora’s Treasurer,
who said of  the nearly $17
million project, $3 million
could come from the sale of
the present day works site on
Scanlon Court, just off  of
Industrial Parkway North,
$3.8 million from develop-
ment charges, $7 million
from the sale of  lands on
Leslie Street, and the balance
from various reserve
accounts.
“As with many other

municipalities, the Town of
Aurora has, in the past,
allowed reserve accounts to
fall into a deficit, on the fun-
damental condition that the
net total of  all reserve
accounts remains positive,”
said Mr. Elliott in his report.
“In such a situation, the posi-
tive balance reserves contin-
ue to earn investment
income on their full balance,
while the deficit reserve
begins to incur interest
charges.”
As for the use of  develop-

ment charges, an account

which has been in the red,
the current balance in the
public works development
charges (DC) stands at just
under $3 million, while the
parks DC account is in the
red by just under $5.5 million.
“This is a long term proj-

ect, and the actual cash flows
will occur over the period of
at least one year, allowing
these reserves to grow fur-
ther,” said Mr. Elliott. “They
will recover with contribu-
tions from future growth
DCs; growth which will be
served from the new opera-
tions centre. In future
reports, the development
charges funding source for
this project will be restated to
this higher amount of
$5,544,000.”
At Tuesday’s meeting,

although Councillor Buck
had many concerns over the
project – as she has since the
new joint operations centre
was first proposed – much of
her criticism stemmed from
the timeline to pay for this
building.
“I don’t believe that a facil-

ity that is going to serve the
Town for the next 40 years
needs to be paid for in cash by
the people who live here
now,” she said. Before the
municipalities discovered
the pot of  gold at the end of
the rainbow, what are devel-
opment charges? You could-
n’t even think of  building a
facility like that without tak-
ing out a debenture and the
legitimacy...of  that debt is
that it is paid for over the
years by the people who have
the benefit of  it.
“You would never think of

having the people today pay
for something out of  their
taxes that was going to be for
the benefit of  the municipali-
ty for the next 40 years. That’s
what we’re talking about
here. I think coming to the
end of  our development
process and logically the end
of  development charges, we
have to rethink again the
idea that we can pay cash for

all these extravagant facili-
ties, and I do call it extrava-
gant.”
This was a viewpoint

shared by Councillor Abel
who said this cost should be
spread over time. Other pres-
sures will be coming up in
the budget “whether we like
it or not”, so he said he would
like to explore all ways of
financing this. Finding other
sources of  funding was what
Councillor Michael
Thompson said he was look-
ing for. 
In speaking to the report,

he said he wanted to see
options available from the
Federal and Provincial levels
of  government to help bear
some of  the brunt of  the new
building. 
“I know that the Town of

Newmarket was able to
receive some greening initia-
tive dollars and, as well,
recently our MP Lois Brown
indicated there might be
some infrastructure dollars
for shovel ready projects,”
said Councillor Thompson.
“I just want some assurances
that regardless of  the fund-
ing sources here we’ll also
make every attempt to secure
grant money or even loan
money, that the federal gov-
ernment put together a pro-
gram that might be attractive
as well.”
There are a number of

grant opportunities that pop
up from “time to time”,
replied Mr. Elliott, but cast
doubt by saying these oppor-
tunities are becoming fewer
and far between. 
There is nothing at this

point, he added, to secure a
grant for as the project has
not been set in stone. This
makes it difficult to secure
grant funding, but when the
opportunity arises it is some-
thing the municipal govern-
ment would “immediately”
pounce on.
Additional concerns

brought into the discussion
were whether or not the
Town was being too opti-

mistic believing they could
get $3 million from the exist-
ing Scanlon Court site.
Considering how this land
has been used over the past
five decades, Councillor Buck
questioned whether this prop-
erty would be deemed a
brown field. If  so, it will take
years to get a “clean bill of
health,” she said. 
This point over the viabili-

ty of  the Scanlon site was the
subject of  a closed session
report that evening, said CAO
Neil Garbe, adding that his
comments behind closed
doors would address that
issue.
If  and when this goes for-

ward and ground is broken
on the new Joint Operations
centre, it will be the first
“bricks and mortar” replace-
ment facility in Aurora,
according to Mr. Elliott, since
the construction of  the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre on
John West Way.

The Hollandview Trail Retirement Community recently hosted an Antique
Appraisal and Historical Fashion show. Bill Scheel from Antiques Glen Cedar was on
hand to appraise antiques and collectibles that were brought in.  There was a small
fee, $5 for each appraisal, which was donated to the Aurora Food Pantry.  Kersti
brought in an antique piano stool for appraisal.   Auroran photo by David Falconer

Rooftop solar deal for SARC could be inked this week
By Brock Weir

A deal which could
turn the roof  of  the
Stronach Aurora
Recreation Complex into a
hub of  solar electricity
generation in Aurora
could get the green light
this week.
The project to lease the

roof  space of  the SARC
out to Solera, one of  five
companies bidding for the
contract, will bring
$51,000 per year into Town
coffers for the next 20
years.
“Solera offered the

Town the highest flat rate
annual roof  lease rate of
all the compliant bid-
ders,” said Aurora CAO
Neil Garbe in a report to
Council. “This will pro-
vide the Town with a
guaranteed source of
annual revenue, which is
not dependant on the per-
formance of  the solar PV
systems on the SARC or
external factors such as
weather.”
The solar PV (photo-

voltaic) systems on the
roof  proposed by Solera
will be twofold, amount-
ing to a total of  500 kW of
generation capacity. This

proposal falls within
Ontario’s FIT (Feed in
Tariff) rules, which allows
for multiple projects on a
single building. Under the
program, companies like
Solera strike deals with
the Ontario Power
Authority to sell power
generated from their
power back to the public
grid for set fees per kilo-
watt.
This approval, should

it come at this week’s
Council meeting, comes
on the heels of  two fur-
ther projects recently
approved by Council to
install smaller scale solar
panels at municipal build-
ings, like Town Hall,
under the similar
microFIT program. 
When the SARC project

came up for review at last
week’s general commit-
tee, dominating the dis-
cussion was whether this
was the best deal for the
town. The ball started to
roll on somehow getting
the Town involved in the
FIT program in early 2011.
Applications were submit-
ted by the Town in
February of  that year for
a 250 kW project on the
SARC. By that summer,

the RFP went out to lease
the roof  space, but that
plan was scuttled a few
months later over uncer-
tainty surrounding the
program due to the
provincial election.
When the government

was returned that
October, a two year review
of  the FIT program began
which, from the outset,
said rates would change
and towns like Aurora
and other partners could
not expect the same
amount of  revenue they
had previously anticipat-
ed. 
“The lease rate that is

provided by the recom-
mended proponents is a
lease rate for the roof
space and not necessarily
tied into the overall
investment in the proj-
ect,” said Anthony
Ierullo, Aurora’s Manager
of  Strategic Initiatives.
“The last time we

priced out the project, we
were looking at a $1.8 mil-
lion investment, but the
pressures on investment
in the solar industry are
becoming lower and lower
and we haven’t gone
through the process of

Continued on page 18
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BECAUSE YOU 
DESERVE IT...

HOCKLEYBEER.CAPURE. GENIUS.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE PROPERTY EVALUATION!* 

Brokerage

LENARD LIND
SERVICE WITH PROFESSIONALISM

AND THE LH LIND REALTY TEAM

 ISO 9001 : 2008 REGISTERED

Picturesque privacy & 
more! Soaring 10 ft. 
ceilings! 8’ baseboards 
and upgraded trim! 
Gourmet updated kitchen 
with granite counter! 
Spac. fam. rm open to 
kitchen! Master w/enticing 
ensuite! 2nd ensuite in 
4th bedroom or nanny 

Spectacular 217 ft. lot 
w/wraparound garden! 
Upgrades galore!

$699,900

CENTURY BEAUTY! 
CHARM & CHARACTER NEWMARKET! 

1/4 ACRE!

It’s a beauty! 
Picturesque setting! 
Soaring 10 ft ceilings – 
open concept plan! 
Includes 600 SF loft! 
Gourmet kitchen! 
Massive great room! 
Enticing master with 
6 piece ensuite! Gated! 
Oversized triple garage! 
4 acres fenced! 5 mins. 
to HWY 27 & HWY 400

$1,7
49,900

Unbelievable 
privacy on 2.5 acres! 
Completely redone 
top to bottom & 
shows to perfection! 
Rebricked antique 
brick exterior! 
Coffered ceilings! 

Gourmet centre island 
kitchen! Huge great rm 
w/wet bar! 5 bedrooms! 
4+ car garage!

$1,9
99,999

Quiet child-safe 
crescent location! 
Premium pie shaped 
lot! Soaring 9’ ceilings 
– open concept plan! 
Large LR – DR combo! 
Gourmet centre island 
kitchen with custom 
solid wood cabinetry! 
Huge bedrooms! 
2nd ensuite bath! 

entrance from laundry!

$709,900

WOW! DEMAND NORTHEAST 
AURORA CRESCENT! 3065 SF!

Open concept plan! 
‘Gleaming’ hardwood 

Upgraded kitchen! 

Master with big 
walk-in and enticing 
updated ensuite! 
Sensational backyard 
professionally 
landscaped! 
Child safe court!

$509,900

WOW! THREE BEDROOM 
BEAUTY IN SOUTHWEST AURORA!

SUPERB 5000 SF REPRODUCTION! 
PRIVATE 2.5 ACRES! IT’S A KNOCKOUT!

It’s a beauty! Soaring 
9’ ceilings! Open 
concept plan! Big 
ceramic maple eat-in 
kitchen! Master with 
his and her walk-ins 
& inviting ensuite! 
Large bedrooms! 
Massive open 
concept! Fin. bsmt! 
Totally private prof. 
landscaped backyard 
w/pond and waterfall.

$769,000

WOW! STONE & BRICK SHOWSTOPPER! 
FINISHED BASEMENT TOO!

KING! 4200 SF BUNGALOFT! 
GATED 9 ACRES

Wow, lowest price 
and best value in 
Stonehaven, Newmarket’s 
ultimate move! Soaring 
9’ ceilings! Open concept 

eat-in kitchen open to 
spacious family room ! 

with ‘his and hers’ 
walk-ins and 5 pc. 
ensuite! Bright 

walkout basement! 

$749,000

STONEHAVEN! 2 BEDROOM 
INLAW SUITE AND POOL! 3600 SF

Bring your business home! 
Paved road access! 
3 mins, to HWY 27! 2000+ 
SF 8 yr old bungalow! 
Open concept with bright 

lower level with in-law 
potential! Oversized 
heated double garage! 
Separate 3000 SF shop 
with 3 drive-in bay doors, 
18ft clear height & heated 
workroom! Loads of parking 
for trailers & trucks!

$1,2
50,000

INNISFIL! 25 ACRES! CUSTOM 
BUNGALOW AND 3000 SF SHOP!

Value here! Steps to 
Yonge & all amenities! 
Flagstone walkway! 
Beautifully lndscpd 
& totally priv.! Huge 
updated country kitchen 
fam. rm combo w/slate 

w/o to o/s two tiered 
deck o/l scenic ravine! 
Big bdrms! Nice rec. rm 
in bsmt! Updated 
windows & roof!

$389,900

‘SUPER SEMI’! 
BACKS TO RAVINE! COURT! 

GOURMET KITCHEN! 

*SOME CONDITIONS APPLY.
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“Stone soup” is on the menu at the Aurora
Community Garden this Sunday

By Brock Weir

The fable of  “stone soup” is one
passed down from generation to genera-
tion – but it will be put into action this
Sunday at the Aurora Community
Garden.
“Stone Soup” is a fable intended to

bring home the sense of  community
where a group of  hungry travellers hap-
pen upon a small town with nothing but
a pot to cook in. When they grab some
water and throw a stone into the bub-
bling brew, it piques the curiosity of  vil-
lagers who ask them what they’re doing.
Told they’re brewing stone soup, they
each bring back one ingredient to help
the soup along. 
Pretty soon they all have a hearty

meal to share thanks to the village work-
ing together.
This sentiment of  working together is

very much one that is shared by the peo-
ple who tend Aurora’s Community
Garden on Industrial Parkway South.
Organizers are using the Stone Soup

fable as the basis for their annual har-
vest this Sunday, September 30.
“Soup captures the hearts and

appetites of  people of  all ages, across all
cultures,” said the York Region Food
Network. “To celebrate this culinary
dish, the Aurora Community Gardeners
will be harvesting the ingredients direct-
ly from the garden to create a ‘stone
soup’ for everyone to enjoy. 
“With everyone tossing a few veggies

into the pot, we are bound to come up
with a scrumptious soup that reflects the
wonderful flavours that have sprung out
of  the Aurora Community Garden this
growing season.”
Helping the gardeners and members

of  the Aurora Food Network whistle
while they cook will be Chris Caldwell, a
member of  the collective himself, who
will be entertaining the crowd with his
acoustic guitar.
“There’s nothing like making soup as

the cool weather approaches,” said
Catherine Cook, Program Coordinator
for the Food Network in a statement.
“When the family ritual of  cooking
becomes a community event, we not only
satisfy our appetites, we strengthen our
community as everyone comes together
to celebrate healthy food preparation.”
Speaking to The Auroran, Ms. Cook

said each year the Aurora Community
Garden and the Food Network host an
open house among the 55 families that
tend the garden. Tomatoes are currently
in abundance along with other comple-
mentary vegetables and they thought it

would be a great idea to bring the stone
soup story to life. 
“It would be a great opportunity for

our gardeners to share a few of  their
extra vegetables and throw them in the
pot and see what we get,” she said. “What
we really want to do is get gardeners
together and it gives them a reason to
connect with and get to know one anoth-
er. For that community development
piece just within the garden is great, but
also extending it beyond the garden to
the community at large and reaching out
to people letting them know we’re at the
garden and letting them know about
local food.
“We encourage people to first and

foremost grow their own fresh food in
their own backyards because that is the
healthiest way to do it, not only for nutri-
tion but the whole environment. Not
everyone has open garden space so what
we do is we like to educate people around
the fact that if  you don’t have garden
space and you like to garden, there are
other options and you can come to the
community garden.”
Everyone, regardless of  culture, likes

to garden and this diversity amongst its
gardeners is reflected in the diversity of
the Community Garden’s crops as well –
and not just in Aurora, but in
Newmarket and Markham as well.
Describing the resulting plots as “global
gardens”, going down one aisle one
might see bok choy growing among let-
tuces more traditional to western cui-
sine, or okra from South Asian
Gardeners or callaloo grown by avid gar-
deners from the Caribbean. 
“It’s quite an education piece when

you go to the garden and see everything
our gardeners bring to us,” she said. 
The musical component from Mr.

Caldwell, she said, is a great way to bring
the arts to the garden and create an even
more festive atmosphere. Festivities will
not be limited to browsing through the
small plots of  land or even tasting the
combined efforts of  the gardeners, but
tips will be provided to gardening enthu-
siasts at large on how to prepare garden
beds for the spring. 
“Come out and be a part of  something

that represents good, healthy eating,
local food, environmental responsibility
and community development,” she said.
Community gardens operated by the

York Region Food Network count over
225 families and organizations amongst
its members. For more information on
Sunday’s festival or the garden projects
themselves, visit www.yrfn.ca or call 905-
841-3101.

Members of Aurora’s
Community Garden will
be giving their green
thumbs a workout this
weekend as they harvest
their vegetables.
Catherine Cook (above
left), coordinator for the
Community Garden, will
be joined by several 
gardeners, including
Richard and Amy
Wizemann and their son
Nikolas, as they put their
crops together to make a

Developments near parkland will badly
affect wildlife: architect

By Brock Weir

More needs to be done
to shield and buffer new
developments from
encroaching onto wildlife
land. 
So says David

Tomlinson, the man
charged with spearhead-
ing the Aurora Wildlife
Park.
Mr. Tomlinson direct-

ed his comments to
Councillors at last week’s
General Committee meet-
ing, speaking to proposed
developments in the 2C
area, the new residential
developments slated to
fill up green space rough-
ly bordered by Wellington
Street in the south, Leslie
Street in the east, the bor-
der with Newmarket in
the north, and Bayview
Avenue at its most west-
erly point.  
He said that 35 metre

buffer zones between resi-

dences and green space,
particularly wildlife habi-
tat, was deemed sufficient
by the Ontario Municipal
Board (OMB) in hearings
12 years ago, but this does
not, he said, go far
enough.
“There has been con-

siderable progress over
the last 12 years since I
first went to the OMB
hearing, but this is what
35 metre buffer zones
look like,” he said, direct-
ing the committee’s atten-
tion to an overhead slide
depicting a neighbour-
hood just west of  the pro-
posed site of  the wildlife
park. 
“The problem is that

any activity in the gar-
den, or if  there are dogs
or people or whatever, it
is visible to the nesting
birds and the moment
you see movement, that’s
game over. They don’t
nest and they move away.

This has been happening
as the development has
been progressing and
that is the situation with
35 metre buffer zones.”
Town staff, relevant

departments, and devel-
opers have worked togeth-
er through stormwater
ponds and parkland to
move these buffer zones
up to 100 metres in one
area, leading one full side
of  the wildlife park to be
well buffered, he said.
Activities on the other
side of  the park, however,
are rendering these
efforts all but useless.
“If  it is built like this,

we might as well build the
other side to 35 metres
because the effect is going
to be the same,” he said,
suggesting a park and
even a school playing
field on the side in ques-
tion would go a long way
to creating an adequate

Continued on page 18

“stone soup” as part of their Harvest Festival, which is
open to the public.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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NYPD help “Jumpstart” 
second Styles memorial tourney

By Brea Bartholet

The second annual Garrett Styles
Memorial Baseball Tournament bat-
ted its way to a successful weekend
full of  fun, excitement and remem-
brance of  a great man.
The weekend-long tournament,

which began on Friday, September 21
raised funds for the York Region
Jumpstart Program through
Canadian Tire – aiming to support
kids in sports.
The idea came from Garrett

Styles, a former Constable of  the
York Region Police force. He had
mentioned the program due to his
own love of  sports, hoping children
would be able to take part in the won-
derful things he did growing up.
Sadly, in June of  2011, Constable
Styles was killed in the line of  duty
while performing a routine traffic
stop near Newmarket.
To honour his wishes and his lega-

cy, the York Regional Police decided
to make this year’s tournament a
fundraiser for Jumpstart – making
sure all proceeds support kids with-
in the community of  York Region.
Eight teams and multiple volunteers
made the event an enjoyable experi-
ence for members of  the community
to stop by and watch as police offi-
cers from Newmarket, and even New
York, battled it out at Aurora’s
Stewart Burnett Park, and McKnight

Fields.
The Newmarket Hawks,

Newmarket Wolves, Newmarket
Cobras, Toronto Police Double Blue,
York Blue Sox, Nepean Brewers,
NYPD Finest and New York State
Court Blue Socks participated to
have some fun, with a little bit of
pure competition mixed in as well.
Constable Jon Carson of  the York

Regional Police, along with three
others, including Constable Styles’
father, helped organize the weekend
full of  events. Although it was a lot
of  hard work, Carson knows it’s for a
great cause.
“I may need to take a break for a

couple of  months, just to go sleep
since it was such a busy weekend,”
he joked. “But we look forward to
next year. I didn’t really expect it to 
balloon as big as it has. We have
interest from teams in Australia and
North Carolina for next year, which
is great.”
Aside from the interest in next

year, however, Carson had the hon-
our of  playing with Styles’ brother
Brent, who pitched their entire first
game on Friday.
“He did a great job, and it was

very nice to have him on our team
because of  his brother, and what we
were trying to accomplish.”
Although the tournament was in

honour of  a special man, the compe-
tition aspect of  the weekend was

Tigers take on Wellington Saturday at ACC
after victory last week

By Brea Bartholet

It’s been a weekend full of  tough compe-
tition for the Aurora Tigers – playing a total
of  three games within the last four days.
Only into their second week of  the regu-

lar season, the Tigers currently sit with
two wins and three losses of  their five
games thus far. Although they may be trail-
ing behind their competitors, the team
showed spectators they wouldn’t be taken
down so easily.
On September 20, the Tigers traveled to

Kingston to face the Voyageurs in an epic
battle on the opponent’s home ice. Even
though the Tigers fought their hardest to
come out with a win, three periods of  play,
as well as overtime, just weren’t going to
cut it – forcing the game into a shootout.
It was the Tigers’ Nick Izgerean who

scored the first goal at 17.38 in the second
period – being the first player to show some
true aggression at the net, with no goals
being scored during the first period of  play
by either team. 
With minutes passing by, and the second

period coming to an end, the Voyageurs
were determined to strike back. Brett Du

Puy answered that challenge, scoring the
Voyageurs’ first goal 5.59 into the third 
period. It was that goal which took the
game into overtime – yet both teams were
unable to make a dent on the scoreboard. It
was time for a shootout, giving the Tigers
their last chance to take another win home.
The teams managed to get five attempts

out on the ice, challenging the skills of
Kingston goalie Charlie Finn and Aurora
goalie Brett Sinclair – with Ludlow Harris
of  the Voyageurs scoring the winning goal.
The Tigers showed fight during penalty
kills, but it wasn’t enough. They would go
home to try their best against the Whitby
Fury on September 22.
With the focus of  a comeback resting on

their sticks, the Tigers were finally in front
of  a home crowd to make it happen. But
Whitby’s Sean Darroch was looking to
make it difficult, scoring the first goal of
the night midway through the first period.
With even more motivation to score,
Aurora’s Kevin Shier made his move six
minutes later and added a goal to the score-
board.
In the second period, Whitby came alive

Continued on page 19

clear. Only one team could rise to the
top, and NYPD Finest took the gold
medal game 4-3 against the
Newmarket Hawks.
“It was a pretty exciting weekend,

and we were happy to see the eight
teams come out and participate for a
good cause,” said Carson. 
But how much did they raise? 
“About $15-20,000.”

Even though a final amount has
not been calculated, the astonishing
amount raised will go a very long
way to support the Jumpstart pro-
gram in honour of  Constable Styles.
“The support from the community

has been unbelievable,” said Carson.
“We aim to make this a community
and policing event where everyone
can come together.”

(Above) Members of the New York’s Finest Baseball Club celebrate their win in the
second annual Garrett Styles Memorial Baseball Tournament. Local baseball fields
were packed with players far and wide as they participated in the series established
in memory of the fallen police officer. NYPD’s Finest, which consists of 45 New York
City police officers, took top honours in their final game (below) against the
Newmarket Hawks.
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Special Olympic Athletes were cheered on by dignitaries and fans from throughout York Region at their cam-
paign launch Thursday. Above: athlete Isaac Charles, Councillors John Abel, Sandra Humfryes, and Michael
Thompson, Mary Haberer, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, Councillor Paul Pirri, Gregory Theriault, and Councillor Evelyn
Buck, whose grandson Adam is also a member of the gold medal winning floor hockey team.

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

emails to all local politi-
cians, media and other
groups to welcome the vic-
torious team home in style. 
“On Sunday afternoon

when they arrived home
on a freezing cold day, we
stood out there and waited
for these fantastic athletes
to get off  that bus and we
cheered.”
On hand not just at

Thursday’s announce-
ment, but also leading the
team to victory in Alberta
was coach Samantha
Daminai, who will also be
accompanying the team to
Korea. Getting to Korea
has been the result of  hard
work, teamwork, and the
individual determination
of  the 16 athletes who will
be heading across the
Pacific.
“These athletes have

trained very hard for the
last four years to achieve
this feat,” she said. “Each
week I have the opportuni-
ty to witness the dedica-
tion these athletes give to
be able to represent their
Town, their province, and
their country. The athletes
have travelled to Thunder
Bay, Sudbury, and St.
Albert, Alberta to show
this country their amazing
talents and bringing home
many gold medals.”
For Ben Harding, a

teammate hailing from
Pefferlaw, standing up in
front of  the assembled
York Region mayors,
Councillors, and assorted
dignitaries and guests
Thursday was “more
nerve wracking  than the
gold medal game.”
Sharing his story, the

floor hockey team’s goalie
said the “amazing” people
in Special Olympics have
helped shape his life.
“Four years ago we

began this journey com-
peting at Regionals in
Newmarket...and now
we’re thrilled to be able to
represent Canada in the
2013 Special Olympic
World Winter Games in
South Korea,” he said. “My
fellow athletes and I con-
tinue to train very hard,
often three to four times
per week to get us ready to
compete on the world
stage. We have become not
only friends but we’re
more like family travelling
on trains, buses, and
planes to places we can
only dream of, supporting
each other through thick

and thin. I am so blessed to
have made it this far. 
“Special Olympics has

changed me. It has taught
me how to appreciate
every moment not only in
sport but in life. I love this
game and all the things
that come from it. I am so
humbled by this experi-
ence not only for the
chance to not only repre-
sent my hometown but my
province and now my
country. We hope to do you
proud.”
Prior to the official

announcement, it was a
party atmosphere on the
steps of  the Regional
offices where members of
the York Regional Police
hosted a barbeque for ath-
letes, their families, and
guests. It was outside at
this barbeque that Jessica
Porter, one of  only two
girls on the team,
expressed similar senti-
ments to Mr. Harding.
“Special Olympics has

changed the way I look at
things,” Ms. Porter told
The Auroran. “I have
grown up with a brother
who has Down syndrome
and just being involved in
the Special Olympics I
have been inspired by him.
I have gotten to know a
whole lot more people like
the hockey team and a lot
more people on other
teams, so it is just a great
fundraising thing for peo-
ple with disabilities and it
is something I can relate to
just having a disability of
my own.
“I am the type of  per-

sonality where I am very
black and white about
things. I just find when I
am in Special Olympics,
I’m not as black and white
because I just focus on the
fun aspect of  it, not being
so uptight and tense about
it. I am just much more
relaxed.”
Adding a bit of  Aurora

flavour to the proceedings
and cheering on the two
Aurora athletes in the
group – Isaac Charles and
Gregory Theriault – were
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and
Councillors John Abel,
Evelyn Buck (Adam
Brookes’ very proud
grandmother), Sandra
Humfryes, Paul Pirri, and
Michael Thompson.
During the announce-
ment, Mayor Dawe took
the opportunity to cheer
on the team on behalf  of
the Regional government.

Gala planned to help Special
Olympics athletes go for the gold

From page 1

Novice AA - Richmond Hill

Stars: 6    Aurora Tigers: 3 -
Adam Rame 1G, Ayden Posa
1A,  Jack Beswick 1A,
Cameron Boyd 1G, Andrew
Parsons 1A, Easton Irvine 1A,
Aaron Rose 1G.  
Novice AA - Aurora Tigers: 1

- Ryan Smyth 1G, Ayden Posa
1A, Emmett Ross 1A.   TNT

Tornados: 3

Minor Peewee AA - Aurora

Tigers: 5 - Trevor Dungey 1G,
Wesley Reid 1G, Evan Pringle
1G, Michael McCue 1G, Dylan
Prescott 1G 1A, Luke Joseph
1A,  Andrew Wolanski 1A,
Malcolm Johnston 1A.
Stouffville Clippers: 1

Minor Peewee A - Aurora

Tigers: 2 - Adam Wloka 2A,
Blair Crabbe 1G, Alex Sandras
1G 1A.   Caledon Hawks : 1

Minor Peewee AE - Aurora

Tigers: 6 - Luke Catania 1G,

Kyle Fowler 1G 1A, Anthony
Iacovetta 2G 1A, Jeremy
Gonsalves 2A,  Matthew
McConnell 1G, Brendan
Sanford 1G.   Richmond Hill

Stars: 2

Minor Peewee AE -  Aurora

Tigers: 8  -  Caledon Hawks :

0 

Minor Peewee A - Aurora

Tigers: 3 - Andrew Park 1G,
Myles Vasilevski 1G, Blair
Crabbe 1G 1A, Alex Sandras
1A,  Adam Wloka 1A, Wil l
Sherman, shutout.   York Mills

Flyers: 0 

Peewee AE - Aurora Tigers: 1

- Finn Reeves 1G, Max
Lombard 1A, Trevor Smith,
shutout, Nic Huxley, shutout.
Richmond Hill: 0 

Peewee AE - Aurora Tigers: 5

-  Nicholas Vamvakaris 1G,
Colin Windle 1A, Carter
Wilmsmeyer 1A,  Callum

Gorrell 2G, Francesco Scuglia
1A,  Thomas Morra 1G, Justin
Evans 1A,  Ryan Jamieson 1G,
Trevor Smith, shutout.
Uxbridge: 0 

Minor Bantam AA - Aurora

Tigers: 2   Humber Valley

Sharks:  1

Minor Bantam AA - Tigers: 6

- Noah Viitala 1G 1A, Thomas
Wilson 1G 1A, Connor May
1G, Mogan Frost 1G, Devlin
Kauffeldt 3A,  Ariz Bhimani 1A,
Matthew Minchella 1A,
Andrew Sergejewich 1A,  Rhys
Perry 1A,  Collin McGoldrick
1A,  Brady Futterer 1A,  Jordan
Torres 2G 1A, Brady Sarazin,
shutout. Sea Valley Rapids: 0

Minor Bantam AA - Aurora

Tigers:  4 - Matthew Minchella
1G, Jordan Torres 1G, Collin
McGoldrick 1G, Mogan Frost
1G, Connor May 1A.
Markham Waxers: 3

Minor Bantam AA -  Oakville

Rangers: 3   Aurora Tigers:

0

Bantam AA - Georgetown

Raiders: 5   - Aurora Tigers:

2 - Connor Irving 2G, Ryan
Coveart 1A, Evan Cherubini
1A
Bantam AA -  Mississauga

Jets: 8   Aurora Tigers:  0

Bantam AA - Aurora Tigers: 2

- Richard Hache 1G, Zack
Phillips 1G, William Stover 1A,
Cameron Zinner 1A. Markham

Waxers: 2 

Bantam AA - Aurora Tigers: 1

- Ryan Coveart 1G, Connor
Irving 1A,  Zack Phillips 1A.
Hamilton Huskies: 4 

Bantam AA - Aurora Tigers: 1

- Christian Arcuri 1G, Cameron
Zinner 1A.  Richmond Hill

Stars: 1.  

Bantam AE - TNT:  5   Aurora

Tigers: 0

Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association

Results up to September 23, 2012

“This past summer
Canadians from coast to
coast found inspiration
and took pride in the
grace, determination and
courage of  our Olympians
and Paralympians in
London,” he said.
“International competi-
tion has been a source for
inspiration through our
history. Coming together
now in the spirit of  fellow-
ship, competition, and fair
play evokes passion – and
anybody who remembers
40 years ago with a certain
international competition
– brings out the best quali-
ties in all of  us, I think.

“It is certainly with that
anticipation and pride that
we gather to celebrate and
support our Special
Olympics. Your hard work
and dedication to the sport
are truly inspirational and
captured elegantly in your
oath – Let me win, but if  I
cannot win, let me be
brave in the attempt. 
“It is a pleasure to sup-

port you in your quest to
represent our great coun-
try in the upcoming world
games and to everyone
here I hope that the Special
Olympians can count on
your support as well as
they raise funds for the

travel, training, and equip-
ment needs. Your generous
donations are turning our

athletes’ dreams of  
representing Canada into
a reality.”

Rep League
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it and to me that is so val-
idating that we are chang-
ing,” Mr. Kluge told The
Auroran after Thursday’s
revelry died down some-
what. “We are on the
right path and we’re get-
ting a little away from the
‘me’ and the ‘mine’ and
‘money’ and material
things. From that per-
spective, it was just a
wonderful experience. 
“It made the trip a lit-

tle bit more comfortable. I
knew I didn’t have to be
looking for anything. I
had confirmed accommo-
dation and it was certain-
ly more comfortable.”
Along the way, he was

joined by cyclists who had
heard about him and
decided to join the relay
for a kilometre or fifty,
had many a dinner on
new friends who also
made cash donations to
the cause, had a stop near
Port Perry with famed
artist Bill Lishman, and
made the odd headline or
two when on various
ports of  call.
Although garnering

some media attention on
this leg of  the trip after
he had departed Aurora,
he said there was a very
different mentality to
some of  the media outlets
east of  Ontario where his
trip failed to get signifi-
cant media attention.
Nevertheless, the mission
continued and volunteers
pressed on, hoping to cre-
ate awareness. As dona-
tions continue to flow
into his website, one
could say “Mission
Accomplished”, but when
a cross-country cycling
mission has dominated
one’s life for years, and

the mission is indeed
accomplished, something
else must be included
with the sense of  accom-
plishment.
“I did it! I made it! I

finally got here!” said Mr.
Kluge on what went
through his mind after
arriving in Halifax. “This
is probably to be expect-
ed, but I also had a bit of  a
melancholy feeling that it
was over. It’s a bit of  a let-
down, right?”
It certainly wasn’t a

letdown to his family,
however. Although his
daughters had left the cel-
ebration by the time The
Auroran got to their west
Aurora home on
Thursday, his son Arne
summed up the feeling of
the family.
“We’re very proud,” he

said. “We’re very proud
that he has done this
whole thing now and it is
good to have him back
again. Of  course, we were
following him on his web-
site and on the spot to see
where he is every day and
we managed to actually
find out where he was and
call him on his birthday.
“We’re proud of  him,

we’re happy that he’s
back and we’re all won-
dering where he’s going
next. Hopefully he will
stay put for a little while
and catch up.”
That doesn’t seem to be

in the cards, however, as
Armin and Arne have a
father-son canoe trip
planned for this week.
Nevertheless, Mrs. Kluge
was happy to have him
home as well. Whether or
not Armin was glad to
face what she described
as an extensive “honey
do” list that had grown

From page 3

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store
www.thelightspot.ca

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

exponentially over the
course of  his four week
trip, however, remains to
be seen.
In our first conversa-

tion with Armin, he said
his wife thought he was
crazy to undertake such
an ambitious mission –
and she still does.
“I still think he’s crazy.

But that’s okay – I’ve
lived with him for 52
years almost. I think it is
amazing he does it. He’s
very motivated and is a
special person. He’s just
doing it out of  the good-
ness of  his heart for the
fundraising, but the bik-
ing he does because he
has this necessity to do
things like he did
Ellesmere Island kayak-
ing and trail clearing in

the Grand Canyon for the
Sierra Club...that’s all his
adventures. He’s an
adventurous person – I’m
not.
“A lot of  people here

today asked, ‘So, do you
sleep easier now?’ and
“you’re not as worried
now that he’s home?’ Not
really – I don’t have the
bed to myself  anymore!
“I am glad he’s home

now. When he is on the
road, I don’t worry about
him anymore. Que sera
sera. I stopped worrying
because what’s the point?
He does what he wants
anyway!”
Wherever life takes

him next, the next project
which may be in the
pipeline is a book on his
travels.

Cyclist met like-minded people on journey

Buckle up. Walk safe
By Wendy Soloduik

Whether you’re a
pedestrian or a passenger,
it’s your responsibility to
get there safely. 
York Regional Police

will launch two cam-
paigns this week in
Aurora – both with a focus
on road safety.
The first is the Annual

Provincial Seatbelt
Campaign, which means
police will be on red-alert
for those forgetting to fas-
ten their seatbelts. 
The program is on now

and runs until October 6.
This year, police through-
out the Region will be per-
forming enhanced seat-
belt enforcement with the
ultimate goal to “raise
awareness regarding the
dangers of  not using a
seatbelt and to increase
compliance with existing
seatbelt legislation.”
“Police will be paying

particular attention to
child car seats because
when used correctly, child
car seats can significantly
reduce the risk of  injury
or death to young children
in a collision,” said
Sergeant Sarah Riddell of
the Traffic Bureau. “York
Regional Police would like
to remind everyone that
using seatbelts is the sin-
gle most effective way to

reduce vehicle related
injuries and fatalities.
Drivers are reminded that
they are responsible for
all passengers in their
vehicle who are under the
age of  16. Citizens are also
reminded of  the One
Person-One Seatbelt law
that allows only as many
occupants in a car as
there are seatbelts avail-
able.”
Despite the compelling

evidence that seatbelts
save lives, it is estimated
that eight per cent of
Ontario residents still do
not wear their seatbelt
regularly. 
“For every one percent

increase in seatbelt use,
five lives are saved,” said
Sergeant Riddell.
In addition to saving

lives, wearing your seat-
belt can also save you time
and money.
“Failure to wear a seat-

belt or wear it properly
can result in a fine of  $240
and two demerit points,”
she added. “Remember,
traffic safety is everyone’s
responsibility.”
The second traffic safe-

ty launch is focused on
pedestrians.
The Regional

Municipality of  York and
York Regional Police are
launching a High School
Pedestrian Safety

Campaign, encouraging
students to be alert and
aware when crossing at
intersections and to
always obey traffic sig-
nals when crossing the
road.  
To drive the point

home, students will watch
three dramatic 10-second
videos to encourage walk-
ing with awareness. 
“The safety message is

part of  the ‘Motorists and
Pedestrians…Let’s work
on our Relationship’ cam-
paign that emphasizes the
shared responsibility
between motorists and
pedestrians to ensure
their personal safety and
the safety of  other road
users,” said Sergeant
Riddell.
The campaign also

highlights the 57 new
“Community Safety
Zones” throughout York
Region, found in places
where children and young
people frequently walk,
including along sections
of  Wellington Street and
Bloomington Road, and
the increased fines to
motorists and pedestrians
who do not abide by traf-
fic laws in these areas.
Police remind the public
that Community Safety
Zone bylaws are enforce-
able 24 hours a day, year
round, regardless of  when

school is in operation. 
The launch of  the High

School pedestrian
safety  campaign takes
place this Wednesday,
September 26, from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. at St.
Maximilian Kolbe
Catholic High School on
Wellington Street East.
Police have chosen this
location because it is York
Region’s newest
Community Safety Zone.
Following the in-school

presentations, students
will take to the street to
promote high school
pedestrian safety by cross-
ing the intersection of
Wellington Street and
John West Way with plac-
ards to promote safe
pedestrian behaviour and
to drive home the message
to motorists.
York Regional Police

encourage students to
watch pedestrian 
safety videos at
www.york.ca/trafficsafety
or on YouTube at
www.youtube.com/YorkR
egionGovt and enter the
draw for a chance to win
one of  12 retail gift cards. 
For more information

on the Annual Provincial
Seatbelt Campaign or the
High School Pedestrian
Safety campaign visit the
York Regional Police web-
site at www.yrp.ca
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There's something that all Rotary club members
have in common: We take action.
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bours in need.
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Whether you're a veteran volunteer or new to
community service, we're looking for people like
you.
The Rotary Club of  Aurora meets every Monday
evening at Gabriel’s Café, 15218 Yonge Street, at
6.30 p.m.
Aurora’s Rotary Club is a small operation, but
members are keen to help the community.
With fewer than 20 members -both male and
female – Aurora’s Rotary Club raises thousands
of  dollars
which is given back to the community.
Projects include budgeting $45,000 for improve-
ments to Rotary Park; large donations to
Southlake Hospital in Newmarket; and Rotary’s
sponsorship for Kids Can Play.
Even in the Olympics, which have just ended,
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Rotary and the Olympics have a common goal: a
more peaceful world.
Learn how Rotarians took part in the Games in
London, England, and how their activities publi-
cized Rotary’s good works.
Of  all the Rotary countries and geographical
areas, Japan boasts the third largest number of
Rotarians. Rotary International President Sakuji
Tanaka is a member of  the Rotary Club of
Yashio, Saitama.
Rotarians from around the world gather each
year to exchange great ideas, connect with old
and new friends, have fun, and advance the work
of  Rotary at the group’s annual convention.
The 2013 RI Convention will take place in Lisbon,
Portugal, from June 23 to 26.
In more than 34,000 clubs worldwide, you'll find
members volunteering in communities at home
and abroad to support education and job train-
ing, provide clean water, combat hunger, improve
health and sanitation, and eradicate polio.
Try it any Monday evening. 
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Co-op plants fully accessible community garden
By Brock Weir

Over the last year,
Aurora’s Charles Darrow
Co-Op, in conjunction
with the Region of  York
and groups like the
United Way, have worked
on new programs to help
youth find their voice and
engage them in their
neighbourhood and wider
community.
A new improvement

project at the co-op, made
possible by the residents,
the Region, and the
Housing Services
Corporation, however, is
something everyone can
enjoy.
Earlier this month, the

volunteers unveiled their
new community garden to
help physically disabled
residents in the co-op, and
essentially all residents,
enhance their space.
“The goal of  the project

is to make the garden
more accessible for resi-
dents of  all abilities and
to enable them to enjoy
the social and health ben-
efits of  community gar-
dening,” said the Housing
Services Corporation.
“The improvements
include adding raised
beds that are wheelchair
accessible and construct-
ing a new gazebo for resi-
dents to enjoy the fresh
air.”
The partnership

between Charles Darrow,
located just off
Wellington Street, west of
Yonge, is part of  the cor-
poration’s “Big 10 Tune-
Up” campaign, focusing
on 10 community building
projects across Ontario.
Coinciding with the

International year of
Cooperatives, it was a
community effort as resi-
dents and volunteers from
both groups got their
hands dirty to make some-
thing accessible for every-
one.”
According to Shona

Pelley, Board President of
the Charles Darrow Co-
Op, the community was
first approached with the
idea for an accessible gar-
den by the Region of  York.
It was something, she
said, the community
immediately saw value.
Once it was completed,
the value became even
more evident.
“Everybody is very

happy with it,” she said.
“The turnout that we had
for this build in particular
was phenomenal. The
members are extremely
happy about it and you
can tell. Every day now
when I drive out on my
way to work there are peo-
ple sitting there having
their coffee or tea, and
when I come home in the
afternoon people are still
there.”
For David Storrie, 

the project lead for 
the Housing Services
Corporation, the develop-
ment of  the garden proj-
ect was, fittingly enough,
“pretty organic.”
“It was pretty organic

where we said this is what
we would like to do and
made a list of  how we
were going to go about
doing it,” he said. “We had
weekly conference calls
where we checked in with
each other to make sure
everything was on track
and when the day came

down everything was per-
fect.
“The very next day we

got a glowing email from
Penny Wood, one of  our
contacts at the co-op, and
she said the residents
were over the moon. She
came to work the next day
and people were already
sitting at the accessibility
table, having a coffee
under the gazebo and they
were getting requests to
have an ESL class to use
the space out there the
next day. The feedback
was very positive from all
around. Everybody had a
good time putting it
together but I think Penny
was very happy with how
everything turned out and
how it was received in the
community.”
As for the community

itself, Mr. Storrie says he
believes the community is
heading in a positive
direction to better the
lives of  their residents
and their community as a
whole, and working with
what they have.
“They’re not so much

looking to invest in new
things, but improve the
community and what they
have around them and
make the residents happi-
er in their home,” he said.
“They had shown us
around this spot a little bit
and they put in a new
playground not long ago
and when it came down to
this space, it was kind of  a
toss-up between a basket-
ball court and a communi-
ty garden. Ultimately the
garden won out because it
was just going to be some-
thing that would benefit
many more people as well

as beautify the area. 
“Their goal now was to

focus on improving the
lives of  the people that live
there with means they
already had available to
them.  I think they will
start offering things like
gardening classes. One of
the ladies that was there
was doing stuff  for the
kids, art classes, and I
think that is something
that you’re going to see in
the coming months at
Charles Darrow.”

Soon after the Charles Darrow Co-Op’s new accessible community garden was com-
pleted earlier this month, people wasted no time getting their hands dirty. Giving
one of the raised flower beds a good start is Darrow resident Deborah Campo,
along with Ann Witt and Heather Tillock from the Region of York.

Submitted photo

Board plans more “authentic” use of French
By Brock Weir

The French Language
could become more
prominent in the York
Region School Board next
year.
The move is the result

of  an extensive review of
the French language les-
sons offered by the public
school board, which com-
menced last year. 
Parents had the oppor-

tunity to have their say in
an online survey
launched in late 2011,
closing on January 16 of
this year. According to
Licinio Miguelo,
spokesperson for the
School Board, the pur-
pose of  the review was to
ensure “consistent quali-
ty and long-term sustain-
ability.”
“York Region’s public

schools deliver French
language curriculum in
two models: Core French
and French Immersion,”
he said. “The review is

taking place in response
to pressures being experi-
enced in both programs.”
Parents, stakeholders,

and independent
research at the school
board level have spoken
and a number of  recom-
mendations are slated to
be carried out in time for
the launch of  the 2013-
2014 school year.
According to a report
released Friday by the
school board, these
include infusing French
“in the primary grades
through various subjects
in an authentic way”;
raising the profile of
French in all schools,
which could include
assemblies, announce-
ments, singing, etc.; a
focus on “authentic oral
language use”; increas-
ing learning opportuni-
ties for French teachers;
and integrating technolo-
gy “effectively to engage
students and to provide
authentic and relevant

topics of  conversation.”
York Region parents

and students are likely to
be demanding more
places, however, in
French Immersion pro-
grams within the board
as population grows.
According to the board,
the demand exceeds the
number of  spaces avail-
able, which is causing its
own set of  problems.
They hope to accommo-
date the demand with

“dual track” programs
for partial French immer-
sion. 
“For both Core French

and French Immersion,
the results show that
there is strong support
for the current program
models,” said the board.
“However, [these recom-
mendations] ensure the
Board continues to offer
high quality, sustainable
[French as a Second
Language] programs.” 
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Folk singer exposes roots at Cultural Centre 
By Brock Weir

Juno award winner David
Francey’s roots will be showing when
he takes the stage at the Aurora
Cultural Centre this fall. 
The folk singer will bring his trio to

the Centre’s Brevik Hall as one of  the
centrepieces of  its fall season on

Friday, November 2. 
“As a beloved singer-songwriter – he’s often

described as Canada’s troubadour – his lyrics
exalt the everyday common experiences of
man,” said Jane Taylor of  the Aurora Cultural
Centre. “His vocals are accompanied by a vari-
ety of  instruments, including guitar, mandolin
and banjo. His concerts are removed as com-
fortable affairs, with a blend of  storytelling
and beautiful folk-inspired melodies.
“Emigrating with his family from Scotland

at the age of  12, Francey had already developed
a keen interest in politics while working as a
paperboy – views that would later inform the
socially conscious heart of  his songs. His fam-
ily would spend weekends discovering south-
ern Ontario on Sunday drives, harmonizing all
the while during these jaunts.
“With a long career working as a carpenter,

it wasn’t until the age of  45 that the
singer/songwriter discovered a recording
career.”
While a late bloomer, Mr. Francey, a resident

of  Eastern Ontario, certainly made up for lost
time, having three Juno trophies under his belt
with a further two nominations, racking up an
impressive array of  Canadian Folk Music
Awards, as well as a SOCAN Folk Music
Award. 
Tickets are available for $25 (plus HST)

through the Aurora Cultural Centre either in
person or over the phone. The Centre is located
at 22 Church Street and can be reached over the
phone at 905-713-1818. Doors open for the con-
cert at 7.30 p.m. on November 2 with the show

getting underway at 8 p.m. 
“With praises for his wry

sense of  humour, his heart-
felt and perceptive views of
his world, the evening will
prove to be a treat,” said
Taylor. 

DAVID FRANCEY

Artists from across York Region are converging on
Aurora this Saturday and Sunday for the third annual
Aurora Artists Studio Tour. To the left, is just a small
sampling of what the many diverse artists have in
store for the tour, which also coincides with Culture
Days, including (from left) David Beard, holding his
wife Jean’s painting “Desert Night”, Najima Kausar,
Deborah Campo, Christine Valentini, and Maya
Rodrigues. The eight studio stops can be toured both
Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Artists open their doors this weekend
By Brock Weir

Aurora and area artists
are throwing open their stu-
dio doors next weekend for
the third annual Aurora
Artists Studio Tour.
Events get underway

next Saturday, September 29
and Sunday, September 30
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at
eight studio locations
around Town.
Participating artists

include Marthy Nasto
(Studio 1), John Lloyd
(Studio 2), Najima Kausar
(Studio 3), Graham Ames,
Laura Brant, Deborah
Campo, and Sabine Ellen
Mayer (Studio 4), Katie
Argyle, Eva Folks, Eliza
Lam and Judy Sherman
(Studio 5), David Beard,
Jean Beard, and Jennifer
Wolfe (Studio 6), Vicki
Car ru ther s  and  Ju l i a  
S p i t t e l  ( S t u d i o  7 )  
and Christine Valentini 
(Studio 8).
“It would be our pleasure

for families, art students
and the curious to come out
and explore the many stu-
dios and witness the cre-
ative minds and talents of
such a diverse group,” said
tour organizer Deborah
Campo. “Many artists with-
in the tour have achieved
not only local acclaim but
provincial and internation-
al showings. Their bodies of
work range from acrylics
and oils on canvas to mixed
media, pastels, and water-
colour on paper. Some have
a sculptural background
and others create one-of-a-
kind jewellery pieces.”
For artist Judy Sherman,

this weekend’s tour gives
people a chance to get up
close and personal with the
artists much more so than
visiting a gallery or an exhi-
bition. Guests, she said, will
be coming in from different
areas, including some of
her own art students. Dates
selected for this year’s tour
also turned out to be fortu-

itous, she said, coinciding
with Culture Days on
Saturday.
“ [At my stop] we are

going to have a tent outside
with canvas so people will
be able to paint the canvas
as they come into the house
and everybody will be able
to put a little something on
it. It is then going to be raf-
fled off  at the end and the
money will go to cancer
charities. 
“[The tour] is a great way

to come out and meet artists
and find out how they do
their craft.”
Visitors at Studio 6 will

encounter a wide array of
work including colourful
abstract acrylics from Jean
Beard and nature photogra-
phy from David Beard.
When asked if  she had any
personal highlights in this
year’s tour, Jean said they
are all meaningful as each
piece tells a story. One paint-
ing called Cape Cod Bay
evokes for her memories of

sitting in a sunny room in
their rented Cape Cod cot-
tage capturing the scene. 
All of  a sudden a gust of

wind came through the
room, picked up her paint,
and splattered it all over the
drapes and walls of  the
room. It made a mess, and it
cost a mint to replace the
drapes for the cottage
owner, but the memories
have their own value to her. 
“When you come into my

place you’re not going to see
traditional landscapes or
florals or that kind of
thing,” she said. “It’s all
abstract, although I have a
short series of  abstract flo-
rals, but I’m not into real-
ism at all. I am more into
colour and shapes and dif-
ferent ways of  putting the
paint on the paper or can-
vas.”
For more information on

the tour and directions to
each stop, visit
www.evafolks.com/2012_St
udio_Tour.html.
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

buffer zone. “I didn’t
realise there is a proposal
to extend the develop-
ment to this grassland
area here, which pretty
well nullifies the affects
of  all the gains we have
made on the east side. It’s
mainly the last few
months that the problem,
which absolutely pene-
trates into the wildlife
park [has become] a prob-
lem in that area.”
Mr. Tomlinson also

expressed concerns over
a water control feature
proposed for the area, in
conjunction with a forced
water main. Water con-
trol, he said, should be
replaced to have a handle
on the water levels of
ponds ideal for migrating
birds, but the proposed
water main is a problem.
Ponds, he said, can’t be
constructed above water
mains and the only solu-
tion would be to move the
main slightly further to
the north. 
While Marco

Ramunno, Aurora’s
Director of  Planning said
35 metre buffers up and
down this particular val-
ley system are the norm,
easements in place for
connecting the sewers

from the Bayview devel-
opments into the future
neighbourhoods in the 2C
are in place to accommo-
date adjustments to
where the water main is
placed. 
Mr. Tomlinson’s con-

cerns were referred back
to staff  for further com-
ment.
His concerns, however,

were not the only com-
plaints brought forward
concerning the environ-
ment and the develop-
ment of  the 2C lands.
Over the summer, TACC,
one of  the primary devel-
opers slated to build
homes in the area object-
ed to a plan from the
Town’s Trains Committee
requesting grade separat-
ed road crossings and fur-
ther green corridors. 
The plans, argued

developers, have already
been solidified in the 2C
Secondary Plan which
was approved by Council
in 2010 which extensively
covered trails and other
forms of  active trans-
portation.
The developers said

they have been working
with municipal staff
“extensively” to come up
with a final routing of  the
trails taking “a number of
things into considera-

tion” such as environ-
mental features, sensitive
land, grading, parks,
schools and development
patterns.
“We have been work-

ing to get more and more
refined and make sure we
have an extensive system
here that is supportive of
biking, walking, active
transportation, and tran-
sit,” said Allyssa Hrynyk
on behalf  of  TACC
Developments. “It isn’t
something that has been
missed, but we were quite
shocked to come across
the recommendation of
the Trails Committee.”
She added making an

off-road green trail at a
minimum of  six metres
wide, as proposed by the
committee, had not been
contemplated, was some-
thing that was inconsis-
tent with the Town’s offi-
cial plan, and if  it became
a reality could cost the
Town through the acqui-
sition of  land. 
“Most people don’t find

these passageways
between two lots with
fencing on either side the
most enjoyable walk, but
would rather be on the
street where they can
interact with neighbours
and create lively environ-
ments,” she said.

Sewers, water mains, and trails are 
concern to environmentalists

From page 12

pricing out what a system
of  that scale would cost us
right now because the
direction from staff  is to
move forward with a lease
arrangement instead.
What I can say is the scale
of  the project has gotten
larger based on the new
OPA regulations and the
overall lease rate and
what we’re seeing
through this new round of
RFPs is actually higher
than it was previously, but

it is just based on a larger
system because the entire
framework for the FIT
program has changed.”
Going forward with the

project would put what is
currently unused space
on the roof  to work. While
Councillor Evelyn Buck
said that with $51,000 com-
ing in per year from the
leasing out of  unused
space, further opportuni-
ties in and around town
should be investigated to
keep the money rolling in. 
Mr. Garbe, however,

said investigations of  var-
ious sites around town
earmarked the roof  of  the
SARC as the optimal loca-
tion. 
“It’s unused space so

that it offers something
that no other site can,” he
said. “It doesn’t occupy
any other ground space,
there is less intrusion
from trees abutting it so it
has more direct access to
the sun. There was a
study done to determine
that our best opportunity
for solar was the SARC.”

From page 10

Solar project could net town $51,000 per year

HEALTHY HABITS &
LIFESTYLE LESSONS

Wendy Soloduik

FALLing for Fashion –
The September issue of
any magazine is always
the thickest, and
most coveted.
Editors spend the
whole year plan-
ning the contents
of  pages and the
theme upon
which they will
build their case
for fall fashion.
What’s in, what’s
out and what’s
hot now. Looking
through the pages
of  Vogue and
InStyle magazine this
month (which literally
weigh 10 pounds each) I
was especially drawn to

styles that cross gender
boundaries. Slick
hair–do’s, men’s inspired

suits and tailored lines.
Printed stockings, ankle
booties and bright lipstick
are also the emerging

trends of  the season.
Cutting and pasting like a
school girl, I spent the first

weekend of  fall
creating a vision
board using
advertisements
featuring looks
created by my
favorite design-
ers. It now hangs
in my office
(where I snapped
the picture
above) so I can
glance at it often,
both for inspira-
tion and as a

reminder that the layered
look of  the season is the
best part of  colder months
ahead.



and battled their way to two
more goals – making the
score 3-1 after the second
period of  play. Soon after
the third period came into
full swing, they set the bar
even higher, making the
score 4-1 1.53 into the third. 

Mihkel Poldma and
Taylor McCloy, however,
shot back and gave Aurora
a chance with two goals
within two minutes of  each
other near the end of  the
period. But it wouldn’t give
them the edge they wanted.
Losing 4-3, the boys didn’t
want to leave their entire
weekend being defeated.
The following night, they
travelled to Wellington to
take on the Dukes.

And they finally got
their wish. With a final
score of  
4-2, the Tigers fought a close
game and came out on top.

Even with three man
advantages for the Dukes,
Aurora never gave up their
push to keep the goals out.
Their defensive plays were
on the mark, while goalie

Brett Sinclair made 33 saves
for the win. 

Although Wellington
goal the first goal 13.51 into
the second period, the
Tigers weren’t going to let it
ruin their expectations of  a
win. Dylan Wallace gave his
team some hope, scoring
Aurora’s first goal at 19.34
in the second. The third
period was going to be the
Tigers chance – and they
took it.

Daniel Clairmont upped
the score to 2-1, giving the
Tigers a one goal advan-
tage. However, five minutes
later, the Dukes’ Cam Nicoll
tied it all up at 2-2.
Determined to give his
team the lead once again,
Mike Sones scored a beauti-
ful goal, followed by team-
mate Dylan Sikura’s goal
just minutes after.

Looking for a third win
of  the season, the Tigers
head  to Trenton on Friday –
followed by a home game
Saturday against
Wellington at the Aurora
Community Centre at 
7.30 p.m.

My previous column focused on digital trends in
journalism; this one will be an extension of  that
theme.

In a 2011 article written for FastCompany, Adam
L. Penenberg, a journalism professor at NYU,
speaks about how we are in the midst of  a transfor-
mative shift in the craft of  journalism.   

“Text-only stories, the kind your parents found
in their morning newspapers and characterized by
the classic inverted pyramid (most important stuff
at the top, least important stuff  at the bottom)
could eventually go the way of  45-rpm records”.

Anthony DeRosa, Social Media Editor at
Reuters, takes it one step further saying that the
traditional article isn’t poised to be shuffled to the
attic, but that it is already dead.  Replaced by the
format of  live blogs that provide evidence in the
form of  video/photos/tweets corroborating what a
reporter is alluding to.

Penenberg recognizes the tectonic shift by stat-
ing “in the live-blog format disparate platforms
become irrelevant, and the walls between these
separate silos of  content simply dissolve, and the
craft of  journalism only benefits as these separate
platforms disintegrate and meld into one.”

Jon Mitchell, who writes for ReadWriteWeb,
speaks about another aspect of  journalism where
traditional boundaries are being dissolved:  “News
isn’t just about information. It’s also storytelling.
Anyone can publish text, photos or even video to
the Web now. But technology enables new, com-
pelling storytelling techniques that could shine in
the hands of  dedicated news organizations.”   

Mitchell goes on to cite examples of  immersive
journalism, using video or virtual reality to show
customers what it was like to be there for an event
in the news.

Maggie Koerth-Baker, a columnist for The New
York Times Magazine, provides her observations
with respect to the recent Occupy Wall Street
protests:  “We live in an age where publishing is
easy and the tools to do it are available to a much
wider swatch of  people.”

Laurie Penny, a contributor to media outfits
such as the Guardian, the Nation and Al-Jazeera,
picked up on the aspect of  Citizen Journalism in a
piece she wrote back in April.

“As more and more ordinary men, women and
children without degrees in journalism acquire
the skills and technology to broadcast text and
video, the media has become another cultural ter-
ritory which is gradually being re-occupied,” she
wrote. “Those on the ground do not have to wait
for the BBC and MSNBC to turn up with cameras:
they make the news and the reporters follow. They
have grown up in a world of  branding and they
know how to create a craze and set the agenda.
They occupy the media. And the media is starting
to worry.”

It is both the instantaneous nature of  news and
lack of  control that have media outfits worried,
leading me to believe Mitchell is correct in his
observation that news is a commodity: “Spreading
virally across many media through new tellings
and retellings, the Web is finally real-time. It does-
n’t happen in instants and static pages. It happens
constantly. News organizations no longer get to
control the story. They have to do more than
inform to stay relevant. News sites have to be use-
ful.”

Ned Berke, editor of  the Sheepshead Bites,
believes what meaningful local reporting requires
is a personal investment. In his manifesto he goes
on to state: “If  the reporter doesn’t stand to bene-
fit from a healthy community, his coverage will
serve to dramatize and exacerbate problems rather
than solve them.  We do it because we’re neigh-
bors. Our writers live here. Our business is based
here. And we endeavor to support and uplift our
neighbors for all of  our benefit.”

Berke points out that hyper-local reporting sees
results:  “When we complain about garbage, it gets
cleaned up. When we question politicians, they
endeavor to meet our concerns.”

Leaving me to wonder what is more useful than
local, or now “hyperlocal” news?
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The Academy for
Mathematics & English has
now opened a new tutoring 
centre located near the
major intersections of
Bathurst & Bloomington in
Aurora. At the Academy,
we provide top-quality
tutoring and enrichment
programs to students from
preschool to Grade 12. We
specialize in Math,
English, Chemistry &
Physics. Our opening spe-
cial is a free skill level eval-
uation ($150 value) to
assess your child's
strengths and weaknesses.
The results of  the evalua-
tion are then used to create
a “custom tailored”, indi-
vidualized program for
your child. Creating this
“custom tailored” program
will allow our tutoring sys-
tem to uniquely target your
child’s “skill gaps” and
insure dramatic improve-
ment in their level of
understanding of  the sub-
ject.  

At the Academy for

Mathematics & English, we
assist a wide variety of  stu-
dents, including those who
want to maintain good
grades; who need a chal-
lenging enrichment pro-
gram; and those who are
experiencing problems.
The Academy uses a build-
ing block approach to
learning. As one topic
builds on the next, students
master each topic learned
before continuing. This
ensures a greater 
understanding of  each sub-
ject or topic. Students work
at their own pace, at their
own workstations, in a sup-
portive, understanding
environment, with no peer-
pressure.  

At the Academy your
child will receive dedicat-

ed, caring attention from
highly skilled and experi-
enced tutors. Your child
will receive the tools, learn-
ing skills and supportive
assistance to dramatically
transform their study
skills, understanding,
grades and confidence. 

Our mission, at the
Academy, is to break-
through the learning barri-
ers and maximize the
potential of  each student so
they have the confidence
and skills to realize their
greatest dreams. 

Give your child a power-
ful advantage in school. 

The Aurora Academy is
looking forward to serving
the community and assist-
ing children in the area
improve their academic
skills and increase their
confidence with Tutoring
That Works!!  

For more information
contact Irene and Elvira 
at the Academy for
Mathematics & English,
905-503-6284.

New local business
Creates “custom tailored” program for kids

Advertorial

W@TTS THE

FREQUENCY
Christopher Watts

Citizen Journalism 
and You

tive as head of  the exten-
sive Region hit Aurora’s
Council table earlier this
month with a memoran-
dum placed on the table 
by Councillor Wendy
Gaertner. The memoran-
dum was a resolution from
Newmarket’s Council,
moved by Regional
Councillor John Taylor
and Councillor Chris
Emanuel, supporting the
election of  the Regional
Chair. Their support, how-
ever, comes with the provi-
so that support will only
be provided “after broad
and significant public con-
sultation is undertaken
with the residents of  York
Region.”

Councillor Gaetner’s
inclusion of  this resolu-
tion in the Aurora agenda
was accompanied by cor-
respondence she received
from Aurora resident
Catherine Marshall sup-
porting the plan to change
the Regional system and
calling for it to be dis-
cussed by Aurora’s elected
body.

This is what she got at
last Tuesday’s meeting,
but in the midst of  the 
discussion, Councillor 
Paul Pirri suggested
Newmarket’s resolution
missed the mark.

“I have given this issue
a lot of  thought and there
are two sides to every
coin,” he said. “If  we
choose to elect a Regional
Chair, the downside to that
is there’s an individual
who could potentially
solicit all their votes 
strictly from Vaughan,
Markham, and Richmond
Hill and leave the
Northern Six out of  this.”

The Northern Six
Municipalities is com-
prised of  the upper tier 
municipalities of  York
Region including Aurora,
Newmarket, Whitchurch-
Stouffville, King, East
Gwillimbury and

Georgina.
Councillor Pirri sug-

gested making an amend-
ment to this resolution,
which will likely come
back as a further notice of
motion, suggesting the
Northern Six should safe-
guard themselves in the
interests of  adequate rep-
resentation

“If  any future changes
to the makeup of  the
Regional Council are 
contemplated [considera-
tion shoud be] given to
increase the proportion of
seats held by the Northern 
S i x  mun i c i p a l i t i e s  
represented on the
Regional Council,” he
said.

From page 3

Fisch out in 2014

Two chances for 
Tigers this week

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe was on hand last week to offi-
cially open Extreme Pita. Now open for business,
Amon and Lovely, owners of the new restaurant,
received a certificate marking their opening from the
Mayor on behalf of Town Council. Extreme Pita is locat-
ed at 84 First Commerce Drive in the Golf Town plaza,
just off Wellington Street East near the 404.

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

SERVING PITAS TO THE EXTREME
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CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Sunday at 1 p.m., week of  publication 905-727-3300  Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

HELP WANTED DEATH NOTICE

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

CAREER

REAL ESTATE

MATH TUTOR

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest 
financial services companies is
rapidly expanding in this area. If
you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, call
Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

50S, 60S, 70S FURNI-
TURE FOR SALE –
matched French provin-
cial love seats, chair,
Queen Anne-style sofa,
chairs, carved mirror
with matching sconces,
pine open dough box,
Beattie wash stand, floral
chaise lounge, matching
end tables and vanity with
marble tops, woven
kitchen chairs with
matching glass/teak table,
maple Queen Anne-style
sideboard in great condi-
tion with mahogany inlay,
and pair of  golden woven
tweed bucket chairs. Call
905-727-6497.

“Country Living Minutes From The City”
Custom built 2 story architecturally designed home, centrally located, 10 minutes from Barrie
and Hwy 400, 40 minutes north of Toronto. Minutes from schools, shopping, dining and
entertainment. This exquisite Essa township home on 6.9 acres, boasts the lowest taxes in the
region. Amenities include: 5500 square feet of finished living space, open concept, with full
finished basement, oversized vinyl clad windows, maple hardwood floors, silent flooring system,
travertine tile, central air, central vac, ultra violet disinfection water softener system, custom
kitchen with island, breakfast bar and granite throughout. Additional features: 4+2 bedrooms, 4
full bathrooms, hot tub, 4 ft deep salt water sport pool, huge wrap around deck, in ground sprinkler
system, pet containment invisible fence, oversized triple car garage, balcony off master bedroom,
master ensuite laundry chute, double sided fireplace, cathedral ceilings, sunken family room,
oversized mudroom, main floor laundry, main floor office, stereo sound throughout home, outdoor
flagstone fire pit, separate entrance to basement, ample storage and a view from every window
of wildlife in your back yard.

All this for only: $787,000 MLS #: 1203039
See link below of tour tours.360housetours.com/public/vtour/display/60422?a=1

705-939-1300 ccleaming@sutton.com
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MATH TUTOR for grades
9-12 in Aurora. 416-309-
0143. 

RESIDENTIAL REAL
ESTATE Services in
Aurora. Free market eval-
uation of  home. Liliana
Usvat HomeLife/
Bayview Realty. Call 416-
708-7454 

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

Inserter Operators – Direct Mail
Location: 275 Wellington Street East Aurora Shift: TBD
Posting Date: September 17, 2012 Expiry Date: September 28, 2012

Purpose of the position: 
This position will operate the inserting equipment in order to fulfill the insertion requirements that meet

the customer needs and expectations while maintaining the highest level of quality and productivity.

Qualifications:
•  Grade 12 or equivalent;

•  Minimum five (5) years experience preferably in Bell and Howell/Pitney Bowes;

•  Operating experience with high speed equipment, camera systems and matching 

technology would be an asset;

•  Effective communication skills and a proven ability to deliver superior production numbers

under limited supervision;

•  Run problem materials with minimal impact on productivity;

•  Learns new procedures quickly;

•  Demonstrated ability to catch quality defects;

•  Strong command of the English language and be able to follow all procedures relating to 

production processes and quality;

•  Willingness and ability to train, cross train, and develop in a team environment;

•  Ability to work in a fast-paced environment, continually prioritizing and multi-tasking, 

skilled in stress management;

•  All employees of Transcontinental are required to respect the Company’s Code of Ethics 

and operate and manage in accordance with Transcontinental’s policies and 

practices, champion the Transcontinental values and comply with our security, privacy and 

health and safety practices actively promoting such compliance.

Individuals interested in applying for this position are requested to send their résumé along 
with a covering letter prior to the expiry date of this posting to the attention of:

Renee McFarland, Human Resources Manager
Phone: 416.848.8636 Fax: 416.848.8637

Renee.mcfarland@tc.tc

Dinning, EilEEn 
(Bridport)

Dinning, Eileen (Bridport) – Gone home from Hill House Hospice, Richmond Hill on

September 23, 2012 in her 85th year. Beloved wife of the late Sidney Dinning. Loving mother

of Lincoln (Laurie) and Kent (Lori). Proud Grandma of Matthew (killed in Afghanistan in

2006), Brendon (presently serving in Kabul), Steadman (Queen’s University) and Emma (last

year of high school). Sister of Sheila (Ray) of Nottingham England. Friends may visit at MAR-

SHALL FUNERAL HOME 10366 Yonge Street Richmond Hill (4th traffic light north of Major

Mackenzie Drive) on Monday September 24, 2012 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm and & 7:00 to

9:00pm. Service in the funeral home chapel on Tuesday at 11am. In lieu of flowers, please make

donations to Hill House Hospice 36 Wright Street Richmond Hill L4C 4A1.

This world is not conclusion

A sequel stands beyond

Invisible as music

But positive as sound.

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

NEW FULL TIME POSITIONS
CALEDON

1. Certified Counter Balance & Dockstockers - 
Immediate Night Shift $14.25/hr

2. Printing Press Didde Operators
3. Envelope Machine Operator
4. Groundskeeper
5. Construction Estimator—15 years CDN. ICI exp.
6. General Labour—Heavy & Outdoors
7. Packers-Afternoon & Night shifts
8. Stone Polishers
9. CNC Operators
10. Operations Manager (Forming & Excavation)
11. Customer Service person, Window and Door 

Mfg. Exp. an asset
Note • Resumes only, no phone calls

• Only qualified persons will be contacted
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Our        TownTownownown

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Next show time: 
September 27

7 p.m.

with Alison
Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

September 27
Alison will interview 

Brent MacKinnon, 
President 

of the 
Aurora Commiunity tennis Club.

You will find the show 
on the internet at 

theauroran.com.
$789,000 MLS #1206979

Thank you for supporting 
THE AURORAN 

Classified Advertisers
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CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 
Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN

DENTAL

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln or Prius Hybrid for your next
airport or downtown transportation from only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net * Website: greenlimousines.ca

LIMOUSINE

STONE MASONRY

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL 

THE AURORAN OFFICE AT 

905-727-3300

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL 

THE AURORAN OFFICE AT 

905-727-3300905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil Enhanceme  Iest & Disease Control P

StructIee Pruning r T TrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTI ent 

orcemental Reinf fotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTER

AUTO DRIVING SCHOOL

CLEANERS

MEMORIAL

POWER WASH

Radiant health, 
& inner peace.

 QIGONG & YOGA

www.yogaforlife.ca

Andrea Roth
905-505-1324

t health, 

 QIGONG 
adianR

.e& inner peac
h

& OGAY

lif .ca

oth

elifeforogaffo.ywww

ea RndrA
905-505-1324

YOGA

TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

WOODWORKING

WATER

BUSINESS SERVICES

CARPET SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

FUNERAL SERVICES

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

 
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

+

Tomorrow’s DRIVERS

Tomorrowsdrivers.com
905-940-9972

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insuredÊ/ est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work

Mike
THE WOODWORKER

* Kitchens
* Libraries

* Doors

705-305-7572
woodwork.magic@gmail.com

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs
49$ *

NEW Windshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*
*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)

www.transitauto.ca
or FREE

1-877-STONE-13

  
   

   
  

 

 

   
    
  
     
      
    

                
                         

 

     

REAL ESTATE

Keller Williams 
Realty Centres, Brokerage  

     
   

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

     

 
    

   

 

Independently Owned and Operated

Don't delay - call Linda today!

Townhome 
Listings 
Needed! 

Selling? 
Quali!ed buyers ready 
to negotiate right now! 
Get SOLD and move up!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ O�ce: 905-895-5972 x 816

Saturday was the first day of fall, and the weather held out as many Aurorans visit-
ed the Aurora Farmers’ Market in the brisk autumn air. Crowds were entertained by
Brian Colborne and Boris Mischenko (pictured left with concert organizer

Councillor John Abel, centre), while over on Wells Street, people browsed through
(right) rows upon rows of fresh potatoes, Brussels sprouts, cauliflower, colourful
strawberries, and fragrant garlic.                                Auroran photos by David Falconer

MEANWHILE, OVER AT THE MARKET...
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COUNTRY LIVING MINUTES FROM THE CITY 

Virtual Tour - http://tours.360housetours.com/public/vtour/display/60422?a=1

Call Karin Rossi 
for a viewing 
(416) 518-0648 or 
(705) 424-7748
KarinRossi@look.ca

Incentive 
Realty Inc., 
Brokerage 

Independently Owned & Operated

$769,000

Custom built 2 story architecturally designed home, centrally located, 10 minutes from Barrie and Hwy 400, 40
minutes north of Toronto. Minutes from schools, shopping, dining and entertainment. This exquisite Essa town-
ship home on 6.9 acres, boasts the lowest taxes in the region. Amenities include: 5500 square feet of finished
living space, open concept, with full finished basement, oversized vinyl clad windows, maple hardwood floors,
silent flooring system, travertine tile, central air, central vac, ultra violet disinfection water softener system, cus-
tom kitchen with island, breakfast bar and granite throughout. Additional features: 4+2 bedrooms, 4 full bath-
rooms, hot tub, 4 ft deep salt water sport pool, huge wrap around deck, in ground sprinkler system, pet contain-
ment invisible fence, oversized triple car garage, balcony off master bedroom, master ensuite laundry chute,
double sided fireplace, cathedral ceilings, sunken family room, oversized mudroom, main floor laundry, main
floor office, stereo sound throughout home, outdoor flagstone fire pit, separate entrance to base-
ment, ample storage and a view from every window of wildlife in your back yard.

All this for only:
$769,000

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on 
achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

#201�-�16610�Bayview�Avenue,�Newmarket

PH:�905-953-0023�FX:�905-953-0023�

e-mail:�pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

Financial Security Advisor 
Je�rey Sleep

Financial freedom is still 
achieveable even in today’s 

economic environment. 

O�ce: 416-291-0451  ext. 262 
je!.sleep@freedom55"nancial.com

A division of London Life Insurance Company

It will be any day now
before the first signs of
historic Petch House are
erected behind the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre on
John West Way.
Construction workers
(right) spent most of
Friday pouring the con-
crete slab on which the
venerable building will
rest. The Petch House
itself is already recon-
structed and is biding its
time on a lot in Vandorf
(left) before travelling
back to Aurora.

Photos by David
Falconer and 

the Town of Aurora

Creepy and kooky, the next Spirit Walk heads out this Saturday
By Brock Weir

If  you missed the first
Aurora Spirit Walk of  the
fall season last Saturday, you
have three more chances to
find out a little bit more
about Aurora’s creepy side
before the season wraps.
The second tour of  the

fall gets underway this
Saturday, September 29, with
additional dates on October
20 and October 27.
Lead by local historian

David Heard, the tours visit
historic hotspots around
Town with stories of  their
former inhabitants and
employees – and while, yes,
they are former inhabitants
and employees, that is not to
say they’re not  still hanging
around from time to time. 
“I won’t identify the

place, but we now have two
businesses here in Aurora,
both of  them in what you
could call old buildings, that
are now pubs,” said Mr.
Heard, providing a bit of  a
teaser for upcoming tours. 
“This one place has got

incredible energy and people
go in and they instantly feel
they are at home. I talked to
one man today who had
never been in this establish-
ment before and he said it
had a very homey feeling.

There is a great energy sit-
ting in this place and I
thought it was very interest-
ing because I had so many
people tell me there is an
energy in this business.
What happened in this par-
ticular place is incredible.
“There was a long-time

Aurora resident who sadly
passed away. It was around
lunch time one day and they
were sitting around the pub
talking about him as he was
a very dear friend and all of  
a sudden, the side door – and
it was a very heavy door –
opened up and this cold blast
of  air came in and it wasn’t a
cold day outside. The door
opened and stayed open for a
bit, and then this blast of  air
comes in and the door closes,
just as if  someone was hold-
ing the door open for some-
body. One of  them joked that
this was just Paul as the per-
son used to enter the pub like
a big blast of  air.”
If  that wasn’t enough, as

soon as the words passed
their lips, all of  a sudden – or
so the story goes – the beer
mug one had been holding
shattered right in their
hand.
“That is cool and creepy

at the same time,” said Mr.
Heard. “Do I believe he came
for a visit? Maybe. He was

that type of  guy and to this
day I still believe that him
and others are hanging
around. I think these people
are just hanging around
because they loved Aurora
when they were here and
they still love Aurora when
they’re not and they’re still
going about their business.”
Although the Spirit Walk

has become something of  a
regular feature around
Town in the late summer
and early fall, many resi-
dents over the past year have
come forward to share their
stories, making each walk
around historic Aurora a
unique experience for tick-
etholders.
“We really respect the cit-

izens in this Town,” said Mr.
Heard. “We will share their
stories and they know it is
something good for the com-
munity. It is not just a ghost
walk. This is a walk that
myself  and others have
invested time in finding out
about our history and about
incredible stories of  people
helping people. What we
have encompassed is a very
unique tour that is a three-
parter—community, history,
and some creepy stuff.”
To book your ticket at any

of  the upcoming Spirit
Walks, call 905-717-6647 

or email astepintimeauro-
ra@yahoo.com. All proceeds
from the Spirit Walk benefit
the York Region Abuse
Network.

MAKING WAY FOR THE PETCH HOUSE

Future of Aurora collections up for public debate Wednesday
By Brock Weir

Members of  the public
will have a chance to have
their say this Wednesday as
the Aurora Historical
Society and the Town figure
out what to do with
Aurora’s extensive histori-
cal collections. 

Whether it turns out to
be the perennial debate of
restoring a museum of  the
Town and where, or just
how the artefacts should be
displayed in locations
around Town, input
received from the public
will go towards determin-
ing its ultimate fate.

The meeting will take
place this Wednesday,
September 26 at 7 p.m. in
the Aurora Cultural
Centre’s Brevik Hall. It is
the next phase in a plan
that was put in motion ear-
lier this year between the
Town and the Society
(AHS) to look at ways of

transferring the Aurora
Collection —- which consti-
tutes archival material and
other donations housed by
the AHS – to the Town
itself. 

The process has been
seen as controversial in
some quarters due to what
is seen as uncertainty over
what will result from the
process. Some advocates,
including some members of
Council, would like to see a
permanent museum
installed in the landmark
Church Street School build-
ing, while others think
things are working just fine
as they are, with occasional
exhibitions at the Cultural
Centre and with some offer-
ings at Hillary House. 

An additional option
was thrown into the mix
last month when a $10 mil-
lion plan was proposed to
buy the two properties
immediately south of
Hillary House, turning the

middle property into 
a multi-use building with 
a permanent home for 
a museum and creating 
a four acre heritage park.

All of  this is likely to be
food for thought in
Wednesday’s brainstorm-
ing session, which also
includes a behind the
scenes look at how items
are stored and cared for at
their special facility within
the Cultural Centre.

“I hope the public gets a
sense of  the importance of
the collection and how valu-
able it is to our heritage,
and that we find a wonder-
ful home for it, whether it is
in the Cultural Centre or
any other venue,” said AHS
president Suzanne Reiner.
“I have no objections to hav-
ing it separated and in dif-
ferent buildings. I would
like to see it all over the
place, if  possible, and just
have it out there on display
as it is vital to our history.

“Hopefully we have a
good turnout of  people to
come and see the value of
the collection and also get
an understanding of  our
storage facilities, because it
is not just collecting items
on a shelf, it is monitoring
to make sure everything is
secure and safe.”

Feedback to the plan to
combine the three proper-
ties into a heritage park has
been very well received so
far, she added. Doors are
opening, opportunities are
cropping up, and the AHS
has to take hold of  them,
she continued. The Society
needs to remain viable and
acquiring the middle prop-
erty, the Readman House
and turning it into a self-
sustaining conference cen-
tre and museum, she noted,
would go a long way to sup-
porting Hillary House.

Overall, the Society is
also looking forward to the
next phase of  the potential

transfer of  the collections,
which is a complete inven-
tory of  everything held in
the collection.

“I hope it will be an eye-
opener for all of  us because
even we don’t know the
extent of  our database of
what we have,” she said. “I

am really excited to see
what is in there because I
know it is probably a lot
more valuable than we
anticipate it to be and we
probably have a lot more
than we think we have. It’s
significant, not just a little
collection.”

$789,000

$789,000



Page 23THE AURORAN, Tuesday, September 25, 2012

Their work completed at the Aurora GO Station, organ-
izers of the Hillary House Ball travelled to The
Mansion, the ultimate host of the Ball, to fill in the
public on their plans. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Hillary Ball celebrates the past, 
present, and future 

By Brock Weir

Commuters may have
felt they hadn’t fully woken
up yet as they passed
through Aurora or hopped
on the GO Train in the
early hours of  Friday
morning.
It’s not every day, after

all, that you’re greeted by
people alongside the track
who look like they just
stepped out of  a lesser-
known Renoir, but that is
exactly what happened as
members of  the Aurora
Historical Society gathered
to help spread the word of
next month’s Hillary House
Ball. 
The Hillary House Ball,

which will be held Friday,
October 19 at The Mansion
on Industrial Parkway
South, is the culmination of
year-long festivities com-

memorating the 150th
anniversary of  Hillary
House, Aurora’s only
National Historic Site.
The familiar banquet

hall will be transformed for
the occasion, decked out in
honour of  1862, the year
Hillary House was con-
structed. Guests, according
to organizers, “will be
encouraged to let Victorian
trends inspire their own
attire for the evening.”
Offering a three-course

meal, entertainment and
dancing provided by the
After Hours Big Band, 
a cocktail reception before
the main event gets under-
way accompanied by an in-
house harpist, silent auc-
tion, and much more, indi-
vidual tickets are $125  and
$1,200 for a table of  10 are
still available. 
Not only will ticket sales
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be invested by the Aurora
Historical Society back into
Hillary House, but guests
will also be able to help a
very contemporary issue.
“Our cocktail hour hors

d’oeuvres are sponsored by
Westview Golf  Club,”
explained event organizer
Patricia Wallace. “We have
entered into a sort of  part-
nership with an enterprise
called Eat Inn Catering.
They are an employment
opportunity with Inn From
The Cold, a shelter in
Newmarket, so they are
working with disadvan-
taged yet employable peo-
ple to give them jobs and
skills training. 
“They have just

launched this new catering
business which is funded in
part by Trillium for skills
training with these people.
It is a great win-win for
everyone. It shows that the
community is really com-
ing together to take care of
our own and support each
other.”
It is through this event

that the Aurora Historical
Society hopes to raise
$50,000 for its initiatives,
said Ms. Wallace, a signifi-
cant chunk of  their three-
year capital campaign with
an ultimate goal of  $775,000.
It’s the end of  campaign’s
first year and they still have
quite a way to go, but if  the
tickets sell and fun is had by
all, the Hillary House Ball
could become a fixture in

Aurora. 
“Feedback, and certain-

ly the amount of  money we
raise will be an important
factor,” said Ms. Wallace
when asked what will ulti-
mately determine the suc-
cess of  the ball. “There’s no
question and there’s no soft
soaping that. Hillary House
needs financial support. It’s
such an important heritage
asset and it’s really critical
that we keep the programs
going and we keep the 
people coming. To do that,
we must take care of  the
company and we must keep
the staff  on board that can
deliver quality program-
ming.
“If  this is a success, it

will be the money that tells
it. It will be the donations,
the attendance, and people
coming in and buying tick-
ets that will help this
endeavour become an
annual thing or every other
year.”
This is a sentiment

shared by AHS president
Suzanne Reiner, who said
the Society has never done
anything on this scale in
terms of  “grandness.”
“We have done house

tours, murder mysteries,
but this is going to be on the
higher scale of  the galas in
York Region and Toronto,”
she said. “If  this is really
successful, maybe this
could be a Victorian Ball
like Mardi Gras for
Southlake.”
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