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By Brock Weir

While the future of  the 2012-2013 NHL season is yet to be determined,
many of  its best and brightest are in tip top shape and ready to hit the ice
thanks to some very special coaching.
Nearly 50 NHL players were in Aurora last week to train and prep for

the upcoming season participating in the 2012 Biosteel Cup Tournament.
The tournament, held at a private Aurora arena, was sponsored by the
sports drink company Biosteel. On Friday, however, the training camp
turned into a tournament as the players divided into four teams led by
celebrity coaches and assistant coaches from the Make a Wish Foundation. 
The Red Team, which included Dan Winnik (Anaheim), Chris Stewart

(St. Louis), Mike Cammalleri (Calgary), Wayne Simmonds (Philadelphia),
P.K. Subban (Montreal), Matt Stajan (Calgary), Dan Carcillo (Chicago),
Alex Galchenyuk (Montreal), Anthony Stewart (Carolina), and Tyler
Cuma (Minnesota), were coached by the CBC’s George Stroumboulopoulos
and 11-year-old Alex, who lives with Duchenne muscular dystrophy.
Alex, whose wish to meet the Toronto Maple Leafs was granted two

years ago, was thrilled to be on hand to help coach his team. 
“I’m just excited about my team and I know a couple of  players here,”

he said “It’s just amazing because now I get to control my own team
because I am the assistant coach!” 
Alex said his tips to his team were just to have fun, and that seems to be

exactly what they did. For Alex’s dad Sean, Friday’s tournament was a
great opportunity for his son to meet a “ton of  cool hockey players” and a
chance to interact with players he otherwise wouldn’t have.

NHL stars put through their paces by special coaches

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s lawmakers, representatives, and business advocates
plan on fighting recommendations which could lead to Aurora vot-
ers being split in two in the next Federal election.
As The Auroran reported last week, the Federal Electoral

Boundaries Commission, the body tasked periodically in review-
ing how Canada’s Federal electoral boundaries are distributed
according to population, proposed sweeping changes in Ontario.
While their recommendations affected most of  York Region, here
in Aurora they propose splitting Aurora down the centre of
Wellington Street.
Those living on the north side of  Wellington would continue to

vote in a slightly reconfigured version of  Newmarket-Aurora,
while south of  Wellington, Aurorans would be voting in the newly
created riding of  Aurora-Richmond Hill, encompassing the bulk of
Aurora and the northwest section of  the town below. 
If  the changes are implemented, Aurora would be represented

by two individual Members of  Parliament, and this “divided
voice” has drawn criticisms from the area’s current MP Lois
Brown, MPP Frank Klees, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, and the Aurora
Chamber of  Commerce, all of  whom plan to make submissions to
the Commission opposing the change.
Last week, Ms. Brown said she was “disappointed” over the

Politicians, business advocates
oppose riding changes

11-year-old Alex shares a laugh with the CBC’s George Stroumboulopoulos in Aurora last week as
the two teamed up to help coach NHL players in a one-off tournament. Alex was one of four kids
from the Make a Wish Foundation who teamed up with a host of celebrity coaches – including 2012
Olympic gold medallist Rosie McLennan – for the friendly tournament to make sure their heroes
were up to snuff in time for the hockey season.  See pages 17 & 18.        Auroran photo by Brock Weir Continued on page 8

Continued on page 18
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alongside them for the second
year.  Free registration begins at 9
a.m., and the 3.5k walk at 10
a.m.  There will be a fire truck on
site, Sarah Carmosino will sing,
there will be talented student jug-
glers back by popular demand,
nail polish painting, water, hot
chocolate and cookies.  MP Lois
Brown will cut the ribbon and you
may take home a swag bag when
you leave.  Join us as we raise
awareness of  this silent cancer
and bring hope to the women and
families affected by ovarian can-
cer.  Walk for Her.  Walk for Hope.
Walk for Life. Visit ovariancancer
walkofhope.ca.  

* * * * 
The Aurora Historical Society
presents a screening of  Moon
Point, an independent comedy
feature that was filmed in and
around York Region, including
Aurora’s Hillary House. It has
toured the film festival circuit and
now it returns for a one-night-
only showing at Theatre Aurora
tonight at 7 p.m. Stay after the
show for a Q&A with director
Sean Cisterna and lead actors
from the film. Tickets available
through the Aurora Historical
Society: $7 general admission, $5
for AHS members. Phone 905-727-
8991 or visit aurorahistoricalsoci-
ety.ca for more information.  
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
The 2012 Terry Fox Run will take
place at Sheppard’s Bush
Conservation Area. The run

begins at 10 a.m. with registration
beginning at 8.30 a.m. The run is
an annual, non-competitive chari-
ty run for cancer research in com-
memoration of  Canadian cancer
advocate Terry Fox. Join us on the
5 km street route or 2 km trail
route (ideal for families).
Runners, walkers, bicycles,
rollerblades, strollers, wagons,
pets – all welcome. T-shirts will be
made available for purchase on
the morning of  the run. Please
visit www.terryfox.org for online
registrations and pledge informa-
tion. 

* * * *
The GIG Centre presents the
Cruising Acappella Quarted
today at the Lebovic Centre for
Arts and Music, 19 Civic Street,
Stouffville. Free coffee and
munchies. The event includes a
sing-a-long, open mic and jam
with many talented musicians.
You will be  glued to your seats as
the CRUISIN QUARTET brings 30
years of  experience in their enter-
tainment  throughout all of  North
America. For more information
visit www.alyetman.com/
thegigcentre.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
The Aurora Public Library pres-
ents the Triple P Parenting
Workshop Series – Positive
Parenting Program: Small
Changes, Big Differences. The
Library, in partnership with com-
munity agencies, hosts monthly
workshops on a variety of  topics

that will help answer your parent-
ing questions. All meetings are at
7 p.m. Tonight’s theme: Coping
with Stress. Pre-register at 905-
727-9494 x.275.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
The Whitchurch-Stouffville
Museum will present their
History Hands-On (H2O) Fall Fair
today from 12 noon to 4 p.m.
Experience what life was like over
100 years ago! This month’s
History Hands-On theme will
introduce you to 19th century Fall
Fair activities. This event fea-
tures our one-room schoolhouse!
Regular admission applies.
Adults $5, Children (6-12) $3,
Seniors/Students $4. Family of
Four $13, Children under 6 Free
with paying adult. For more infor-
mation, contact the museum at
905-727-8954.

* * * *
The One Parent Families
Association will host a dance
tonight at 8 p.m. The dance will be
held at the Aurora branch of  the
Royal Canadian Legion at 105
Industrial Parkway North. Hot
and cold buffet. Cash Bar.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
A Musical Tour of  Europe will
take place this afternoon at
Trinity Anglican Church with
Jean-Paul Reeymont, host and
singer, with guest vocalists
Richard Heinzle, Jolanda Nel, and
pianist Ryan Wang. Music from

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
Eating Disorders of  York Region
(EDOYR) will host the Stages of
Change Workshop with Flora
Svinarenko this evening from 6.30
p.m. to 8 p.m. at their central
offices at 15213 Yonge Street (Ste.
15, in the Old Post Office
Building). Are you ready to
explore the possibility of  change?
If  so, discover where you are in
your journey of  recovery. Stages
of  Change will help you explore
the changes that you are seeking.
In a safe and confidential setting,
the costs and benefits of  changing
eating disorder behaviours will be
presented. To register, call 905-886-
6332 or email info@eydor.com. 

* * * * 
The ESL Conversation Group
resumes today at the Aurora
Public Library from 1 – 3 p.m. in
the Lebovic Room. ESL students
are welcome to join this free con-
tinuing adult English conversa-
tion program offered by a facilita-
tor from the York Catholic
District School Board. By practic-
ing everyday conversations, you
will learn new vocabulary and
improve punctuation and speak-
ing skills. Meetings take place
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
The Evergreen Choir starts its fall
season today. This past year, the
Seniors’ Evergreen Choir, under
the direction of  Dr. Richard
Heinzle, has grown to forty enthu-
siastic members. The choir is
open to all members of  the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, and join-
ing in the fun is not difficult. All
you need is a desire to sing, $50.00
for the entire season from
September 2012 to June 2013, and
a free afternoon every Wednesday.
We have altos, sopranos, tenors
and basses. So whatever range
you sing in, there is a spot for you.
Enrollment will take place at the
front desk of  the Aurora Seniors’
Centre, 90 John West Way, 905-726-
4767 today. We hope to see you
there. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Public Library pres-
ents Money Talk$, a free, informal
discussion group to share ideas
and exchange unbiased financial
planning information. 7 – 8.30
p.m. in the Magna Room.
Moderator Roger Strong is not
affiliated with any financial insti-
tution. There is nothing to be
bought or sold. Tonight’s theme:
Investing with Exchange Traded
Funds (ETFs). Pre-register at the
Adult Information Desk, 905-727-
9494 x 275.
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 6
Chess in the Library! Aurora
Public Library hosts a twice-
monthly drop-in Chess Club.
Experienced Chess player or
beginner, come and enjoy playing
the game with like-minded play-
ers. Chess sets provided or bring
your own! Space is limited. 18+. 6
– 9 p.m. in the Lebovic Room.
SEPTEMBER 6 – OCTOBER 6
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22
Church Street, is proud to present
Andrean Art: An Exhibition of
Paintings from St Andrew’s
College Sept. 6 – Oct. 6. Over 50
fine art pieces from students, Old
Boys and faculty. A rare glimpse
into a collection never before
exhibited off  campus. Opening
Reception Sept. 20 from 7 – 9 p.m.;
all welcome. Gallery hours:
Tuesday – Friday, 10  a.m. – 4 p.m.,
Saturday 12 p.m. – 4 p.m., and dur-
ing special events. For info call
905-713-1818 or info@auroracul-
turalcentre.ca.
SEPTEMBER 7 - 9 
Aurora will hold its annual
RibFest at Machell Park at the

above dates.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
The Aurora Cultural Centre at the
Aurora Farmer’s Market presents
the Ontario Plein Air Society
(OPAS) Plein Air Challenge, with
an invitation to local artists to
join this exciting outdoor paint-
ing opportunity in the Aurora
Farmer’s Market neighborhood.
Register at our booth at the
Market at 8.30 a.m., where you
will receive your map and instruc-
tions. Paint within a designated
area from 9 - 11 a.m. Return to the
Market in time for judging; all
paintings then available for sale
to the public from 11.30 - 1 p.m.
Free registration for members of
the OPAS; $10 fee for all other
artists.  For info please call 905-
713-1818, or www.auroracultural-
centre.ca.

* * * * 
Chess in the Library! Aurora
Public Library hosts a twice-
monthly drop-in Chess Club.
Experienced Chess player or
beginner, come and enjoy playing
the game with like-minded play-
ers. Chess sets provided or bring
your own! Space is limited. 18+.1 –
4 p.m. in the Lebovic Room.
SEPTEMBER 8 - 9
The Richmond Hill Live Steamers
host the second of  their 2012 Open
House weekends this weekend
from 10.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
Steamers are a small non-profit
hobby club whose members
own/operate/build miniature
operating steam and diesel loco-
motives. The group will be offer-
ing train rides pulled by minia-
ture steam or diesel locomotives
on their outdoor train track
through the woods for train lovers
of  all ages. Snacks and souvenirs
will be available to
purchase.  Admission is free and
donations are gratefully accepted
and used to help maintain the
track site. 15922 McCowan Road,
Whitchurch-Stouffville (north of
Aurora Road at the corner of  St.
John’s Road). For more informa-
tion, visit richmond-hill-live-
steamers.tripod.com.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
The Writers’ Community of  York
Region is the resource for all
things writerly. Join us today to
network and hear our featured
speaker: award-winning author
Terry Fallis. Lunch included.
Visit www.wcyork.ca for more
information. Doug Duncan
Community Centre, 200 Doug
Duncan Drive, Newmarket 12.30
p.m.- 3 p.m.
SEPTEMBER 10 – OCTOBER 28
This Isn’t Your Grandmother’s
Needle Point – The Aurora Public
Library will host an exhibition of
the work of  Lorraine Salt.  Come
out and meet artist Lorraine Salt
and view her Needlepoint Art
Designs on display in the Colleen
Abbott Gallery at Aurora Public
Library. Salt takes needlepoint to
a new level with original designs
and special effects achieved
through the layering of  threads in
vibrant colours, textures and
stitch styles. Salt’s work will be on
display from September 10
through to October 28, 2012. The
artist reception will take place on
September 20 from 7 p.m.-  8.30
p.m., and is a great opportunity to
meet the artist and get insight
into her works. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Location:
Colleen Abbott Gallery, Aurora
Public Library, 15145 Yonge St.
Aurora. 905-727-9494
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
The Aurora Public Library pres-
ents Money Smarts 101: A free
money management and budget-
ing workshop with  Family &

Credit Counselling Services of
York Region. What is your ‘money
personality’? Topics: strategies of
saving for needs, wants and emer-
gencies, reaching your financial
goals, ten rules of  budgeting, all
about credit. 7 p.m. in the Lebovic
Room. To pre-register, call 905-727-
9494 x.275.

* * * * 
The Aurora PROBUS Club pres-
ents guest speaker journalist
Robyn Doolittle in a presentation
of  Dispatches from London, 2012!
A young Toronto journalist who
was posted to cover the 2012
Olympics in London reports on
her exciting assignment. For
more information, contact 
program chair Bob Staley at 
905-727-5017.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
The Peter Miller Charitable
Foundation Golf  Tournament
benefiting Southlake Regional
Health Centre will take place
today at Silver Lakes Golf  Club.
This tournament has supported
Southlake since 2007, raising
$120,000. Held the second
Thursday in September each year
at Silver Lakes Golf  Club, this
year the tournament will be held
on September 13, 2012, and will
support priority needs at
Southlake. This long running
event is organized by The 
Peter Miller Charitable
Foundation  and Family in memo-
ry of  their father, Peter Miller.
Family, friends and local commu-
nity attend this event and are pro-
vided with tax receipts per the
allowable amount. This is a fun,
relaxed golf  event. Foursome par-
ticipation is welcomed. Price:
$200/golfer. For more informa-
tion, call 416-363-2614.

* * * * 
Amnesty International meeting: a
film about Guatemalan human
rights tonight at 7.30 p.m. at
Trinity Anglican Church, 79
Victoria Street, Aurora. All wel-
come. For more information, call
905-713-6713.
SEPTEMBER 13 – OCTOBER 18
Eating Disorders of  York Region
presents the support group
Guidance and Assistance for
Family and Friends of  Those
Striving to Overcome an Eating
Disorder beginning today and
running for six Thursdays at 75
Fernstaff  Court, Unit 18 in
Vaughan (Dufferin and
Langstaff). Support for family and
friends is vital in the recovery of
a loved one. A family member or a
friend needs a strong, safe and
consistent source of  support and
needs to take care of  themselves
in order to do so. It is good to
know you’re not alone when you
experience stress, frustration or
anger. 5 – 6 p.m. For more informa-
tion visit www.edoyr.com or call
905-886-6632.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
Garden Aurora! The Aurora
Garden Club presents our Annual
Art and Flowers in Bloom Show at
the Aurora Cultural Centre. This
one day show will feature floral
design and cut flower competi-
tions by our award winning
designers, members and youth
members. Not to be missed are flo-
ral design interpretations of  an
exhibition of  paintings by St
Andrew’s College. The show takes
place from 12 noon to 4 p.m.at the
Aurora Cultural Centre, 22
Church St., Aurora.

* * * * 
The 6th annual Ovarian Cancer
Walk of  Hope Aurora is happen-
ing at the Band Shell in the
Aurora Town Park.  We are
thrilled to be at the park during
the Farmers Market and occur
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Join us for a host of Complimentary Events:

September is Sensational at

Grandparents Day Brunch
Sunday, September 9th 11am-1pm.

Taste of Signature Luncheon
Friday, September 14th 12-2pm.

Come for a delicious lunch - Signature Style.

Opa Dinner
Thursday, September 20th 6-9pm.

Come enjoy a tasty Greek dinner and live music.

Laugh it Up!
Wednesday, September 26th 2-4pm.

Come have lots of giggles and meet new people.

RSVP as soon as possible to save a spot
for an event. Please call 
or email Info@OakRidgesRetirement.com
12925 Yonge St.(just south of King Rd. on east side) 
Richmond Hill, ON, L4E 0T7
www.OakRidgesRetirement.comLake Ave.
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much about the money. More
than anything I want women
to listen to the symptoms of
their body, to listen to their
body, recognize it and go to a
doctor if  they have concerns
and avoid what we went
through as a family. 
“If  we raise zero dollars

and just let five women be
aware of  what is going on in
their bodies and question it I
would be happy.” 
Registration for Walk for

Hope begins at Town Park at
9 a.m. Former Aurora Teen
Idol Sara Caramsino will be
joined by student jugglers in
entertaining the crowds,
while a nail polishing sta-
tion and fire truck are added
attractions. The 3.5 km walk
gets underway at 10 a.m. and
MP Lois Brown is slated to
cut the ribbon. 
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HERVEY v. MORRIS RESUMES IN NOVEMBER
Arguments in the case brought by Aurora resident

George Hervey’s lawsuit against former mayor Phyllis
Morris for allegedly breaching the Municipal Conflict of
Interest Act will resume Friday, November 2 at 11 a.m. in
Newmarket. Arguments began August 17 for the case in
which Mr. Hervey alleges Ms. Morris may have breached
the Municipal Conflict of  Interest Act by not declaring a
pecuniary interest in the closed session meeting of  Council
in September 2010 which led to Ms. Morris’ lawsuit against
three local bloggers, among others, over comments she
alleged were defamatory. Ms. Morris strongly denies Mr.
Hervey’s claim and her team is expected to make their final
arguments at the next hearing.

MP REPRESENTS CANADA ABROAD
Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown was expected to

return home on Friday after a brief  visit to Ethiopia. Ms.
Brown, who is the Parliamentary Secretary to Julian
Fantino, Minister of  International Cooperation, represent-
ed Canada at the funeral of  the late Ethiopian Prime
Minister Meles Zenawi, who died August 20 at the age of  57
following brain surgery. While on the ground, Ms. Brown
visited three CIDA (Canadian International Development
Agency) projects in the country, focusing on entrepreneur-
ial business growth, maternal and child health, and 
a project undertaken by the Canadian Urban Institute.

MOON POINT
While Hollywood’s best and brightest head into the city

for the Toronto International Film Festival, local filmmak-
er Sean Cisterna will have something of  a homecoming
September 15 when he brings his feature Moon Point to
Theatre Aurora.  Hosted by the Aurora Historical Society,
this road trip film will screen at Theatre Aurora at 7 p.m.,
followed by a Q & A session with the director and actors
from the film. Tickets can be purchased at Hillary House
Monday to Friday from 1 – 5 p.m.

Briefly
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By Brock Weir

When Gayle Palmer’s sis-
ter was diagnosed with
ovarian cancer six years
ago, the Aurora resident
and her family did not know
where to turn to for support. 
While their sister was

receiving treatment for the
cancer, which has often
been dubbed “the silent
killer”, Gayle and her
younger sister Brenda were
determined not to sit idly by
while one of  their own was
going through such a diffi-
cult time. They decided to
do something about it. 
What started off  as some-

thing to just make a small
difference towards the fight
against – and also raise
awareness of  – the silent
killer, has evolved into the
sixth annual Ovarian
Cancer Walk of  Hope,
which will take place
Saturday, September 15 at
Town Park.
This month is National

Ovarian Cancer Awareness
month and nearly 3,000
Canadian women are diag-
nosed with ovarian cancer
every year, with approxi-
mately 17,000 living with the
disease. Gayle and Brenda’s
sister is now in her fourth
year of  remission, but while
the event started in support
of  her and her treatment, it
has grown into something
more. 
First setting out on try-

ing to figure out what to do,
Gayle and Brenda hit
Google to educate them-
selves not just on the disease
but what organizations
across Canada had been
doing to contribute to the

cause. Through their
American counterpart
Walk for the Whisper, the
sisters were connected with
Ovarian Cancer Canada
and the Walk of  Hope. At
the time there were only five
walks in Canada – there are
now over 40 – and while they
were too late to organize a
full-blown walk that year,
they were permitted to run
a “mini” walk.
“In one month, Brenda

and I threw it all together,”
Gayle told The Auroran.
“We wanted to raise $1,000,
but we raised $5,000 and had
it down at Confederation
Park. About 50 people came
and that amazed me. We had
women say to us, ‘Thank
you so much for doing this.
It means a lot to me that you
have.’”
The sisters were soon

joined by Jackie, a fellow-
Aurora resident and herself
a survivor of  ovarian can-
cer. The duo became a trio
after being connected by
Ovarian Cancer Canada
and they have worked dili-
gently to grow the event to
what it is today. 
From their early days at

Confederation Park, they
have continued to grow and
now base their walk out of
Town Park, aligning the
timing of  the walk with the
Aurora Farmers’ Market.
From there, they walk down
Mosley to Yonge and then
down Wellington Street.
“My sister is now in

remission, which is wonder-
ful, and she’s out of  the
woods and while she was
our original inspiration, it
has expanded beyond that,”
said Gayle. “We keep doing

it for the other women who
benefit from the support we
are able to provide from this
walk. The scariest thing
about this cancer is the
symptoms are what women
experience often anyway,
like bloating and loss of
appetite. The symptoms are
very quiet and you don’t pay
attention to them right
away. There are no early
detection tools or early
screening.”
By the time the disease

was detected in Gayle’s sis-
ter, it had already pro-
gressed to stage three. She
was, she said, bloated at first
and doctors prescribed her
pills to deal with that, but
her abdomen kept getting
larger. It was finally diag-
nosed at Southlake. Always
looking forward rather than
backward, however, she is
now what can best be
described as a “reluctant
inspiration.”
Nevertheless, the Walk

for Hope continues to do just
that – bringing home to
countless women not just in
Aurora but across York
Region. Part of  the reason
Gayle said she is continuing
with the walk is to ensure
that her own daughter does-
n’t have to live in fear of
ovarian cancer. 
“Last year we raised

$20,000, which was past our
expectations as well,” said
Gayle. “This year I think it
will be less. There are a lot
of  causes out there, but I
think it is harder now. If  we
raise a dollar that is raised
towards Ovarian Cancer
Canada and that will go
towards funding a research
tool [that is great]. It’s not so

By Brock Weir

They are three of  the
more distinctive buildings
on Yonge Street north of
Wellington, and if  a budding
consortium gets its way, a $10
million project could trans-
form Hillary House and the
two houses immediately
south of  it into a park “that
would define and transform
Aurora.”
That is the vision for the

proposed Hillary-McIntyre
Park, a project which is being
steered by a committee
including chair Bill Albino,

Suzanne Reiner of  the
Aurora Historical Society
and members ranging from
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, and
Peter and Kathy van
Nostrand.
Their vision is to 

create a four acre park com-
bining the Hillary House
property, currently owned by
the Aurora Historical
Society, and the privately
owned 1910 Readman House
and 1875 Horton Place 
immediately to its south.
“The park, spanning 500

feet on Yonge Street, would
connect to Fleury Park by a

walkway to be built through
a town-owned storage
depot,” said the group. “This
would provide a pedestrian
connection to the Aurora
Community Centre which
would bring revitalization to
the historic Town centre as
called for by the Aurora
Promenade Plan.
“The ground would be

transformed into an urban
park with formal and infor-
mal gardens, seating areas,
walkways, gazebos, and facil-
ities for cultural activities.”
According to committee

Sisters walk in solidarity against “silent killer”

$10 million plan could create
Yonge St. heritage park

See “Buildings” on page 21

Brenda Young, Jackie Thompson, and Gayle Palmer, pictured above on Saturday at the Aurora Farmers’ Market,
are leading Aurora’s Walk for Hope on Saturday, September 15. Sisters Gayle and Brenda started the Aurora leg
of the walk in honour of their sister, who is now in remission. Jackie, an ovarian cancer survivor, joined the 
sisters in their fundraising efforts. Auroran photo by Brock Weir



As we went to press last Monday,
the Federal Electoral Boundaries
Commission dropped the proverbial
bomb that – pending public consulta-
tion – they plan to split Aurora voters
down the centre of  Wellington Street,
most likely in time for the next Federal
Election. Reaction was swift and,
oddly enough, so far it appears to be a
landslide pan of  the decision.
Public consultation is a key phrase-

and it will be interesting to see the
number of  residents of  Aurora who
show up to the two meetings scheduled
in October in Richmond Hill, the
prospective electoral in-laws of  more
than half  of  Aurorans if  this goes
through. 
We have seen public consultations

come and go when it comes towards
things related to the Federal
Government. Canada Post shut down
its retail counter last month after some
public consultation. Those opposed to
the idea were vocal, but evidently –
unless the consultation was just for
show – they were in the vocal minority.
If  the commission is intent on get-

ting the full spectrum of  opinions in
affected Federal ridings in York
Region – and indeed every single rid-
ing in the region is going to experience
some degree of  change – it seems
unusual to have both sessions for resi-
dents in the middle of  the morning on
a workday. 
As you can see on Page 8, if  you

haven’t skipped ahead already, busi-
ness advocates have strong opposition
to these plans as they believe it will
weaken Aurora’s “united voice” in
Ottawa. If  this is a view shared by the
majority of  the members of  the
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce, they
will likely be hard at work plugging
away at their own businesses, unable
to make their submissions in person.
There is always the option of  submit-
ting written objections or letters of
support, but many will be out of  luck if
they want to see this piece of  political
machinery in action. 
As the news sunk in on Monday

afternoon, the less sense it seemed to
make. The commission’s proposed 

reconfiguration of  Newmarket-
Aurora, which will contain the entire
Town of  Newmarket and the top tier of
Aurora, above Wellington Street, is
estimated to have 109,451 residents.
Aurora-Richmond Hill, containing the
southern tier of  Aurora and north-
west Richmond Hill, is estimated to
have 106,253.
It unclear how far ahead these voter

projections look. Does it account for
the roughly 4,000 new potential voters
that will be moving into the new 2C
lands in the next few years, assuming
the majority of  the homes will be occu-
pied by the traditional nuclear family?
If  so, despite their efforts to redraw
these boundaries to create a sem-
blance of  uniformity, Newmarket-
Aurora is going to be pretty lopsided
compared to its southern counterpart. 
If  those 4,000 will be added to the

figures the commission is bandying
about to justify splitting Aurora in
two, maybe they’re splitting at the
wrong place. Maybe the natural line in
this case would be to split Aurora
down  Bayview Avenue and tacking
that section of  Aurora onto
Whitchurch-Stouffville’s boundaries
anyway. 
As the night wore on, I began pic-

turing all these nightmare scenarios
in my head from a purely selfish point
of  view. The Auroran has hosted
debates for its Federal and Provincial
Candidates in the last few elections.
Personally, if  this goes through, I fear
this is going to turn into a logistical

nightmare. Less selfishly, who is going
to step up to the plate from  Aurora-
below-Wellington and run for the polit-
ical parties of  their choice? Will the
voters of  this region settle for their
voice coming from a resident of
Richmond Hill? 
Not one of  our candidates in the

last Federal election lived south of
Wellington Street. Prior to that,
Liberal candidate Tim Jones might
have been the only one from the “south
side of  the tracks.” Before that, it was
Belinda Stronach in two elections.
Other than that, no one from the area
has come forward for a major political
party.
You might be forgiven, however, for

assuming incumbent MP Lois Brown
is from “south of  Wellington”. The
Newmarket resident who has repre-
sented Newmarket-Aurora for the past
four years, does seem omnipresent in
the community, something even the
most hardcore NDP, Liberal, and
Green supporters can’t deny. Unless, of
course, our local tin-foil hat brigade –
and you know they’re out there –
allege that they have cloned Ms.
Brown in a devious plot executed sev-
eral years ago by “Canada’s New
Government” to foster Newmarket-
Aurora as a Tory stronghold. 
If  this seemingly disastrous plan

goes through, it seems inevitable that
the voice in Ottawa for Aurorans south
of  this imaginary border will be from
Richmond Hill, or perhaps beyond.
The best case scenario is that some
civic-minded individual from the
north decides to take up the cause.
Since the line dividing the Town in two
is all but completely arbitrary, south-
erners are unlikely to mind. 
Personally, I just hope someone

brings to the attention of  the commis-
sion the question we should all really
be asking – Which side of  Wellington
Street gets custody of  Dorian Baxter?
While he is a Newmarket resident, it
would be a shame if  Mr. Baxter’s
unique style of  campaigning and
debating becomes merely the stuff  of
legend for generations to come.
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Meet the Artists on

Studio Tour
The Aurora community thrives in arts and culture with

the abundance of  both traditional and contemporary abstract
artists painters and sculptors.  
This whimsical and unique Aurora Artists Studio Tour of

2012 will open early morning at the artist’s studio galleries to
welcome the public for two days September 29 and 30 from 10
a.m. till 4 p.m. 
It would be our pleasure for families, art students and the

curious to come out and explore the many studios and witness
the creative minds and talents of  such a diverse group. 
Many artists within the tour have achieved not only local

acclaim but provincial and international showings. Their bod-
ies of  work range from acrylics or oils on canvas to mixed
media, pastels, watercolour on paper. 
Some have a sculptural background and others create one

of  a kind jewelry pieces. Some of  these artists are emerging
and others are professional.  
There are studios in this tour which host guest artists from

the townships of  Keswick, Richmond Hill, Newmarket and
Toronto. The common bond we have as artists is our passion
to create and to show our works. 
The artists’ original works are for sale and commissions

are accepted. Let me now introduce to you the artists partici-
pating along with their guest artists.
Studio #1 Marthy Nasato, Studio #2 John Lloyd, Studio#3

Najma Kausar, Studio #4 Deborah Campo with Graham
Ames Laura Brant and Sabine Ellen Mayer, Studio #5 Eva
Folks with Judy Sherman, Katie Argyle and Eliza Lam,
Studio #6 Jean and David Beard with guest artist Jennifer
Wolfe, Studio #7 Vicki Carruthers with Julia Spittel and
Studio #8 Christine Valentini. 
Mark this event on your calendar and enjoy a day of  artis-

tic delight. For further information contact me at 905-727-1447,
deborah.campoart@sympatico.ca or visit Artist Eva Folks’
website about the studio tour
www.evafolks.com/2012_Studio_Tour.html

Deborah Campo
Aurora

Forget ORNGE, 
what about the 407?
When Mr. Klees finishes haranguing the current gov-

ernment for the ORNGE debacle in his columns, per-
haps he could write one about a debacle from the time
when Mike Harris was the Premier and Mr. Klees was a
sitting member of  the majority government.  
I am referring to the sale of  Highway 407 to a private

consortium.  The company got a sweet-heart deal, $1.5
billion less than the book value. This deal also permit-
ted the new owners to charge usurious fees to use the
highway and to have the government act as an enforcer
for uncollected tolls by blocking renewal of  driver’s
licenses. The company’s treatment of  users with over-
due accounts would make the average loan shark blush
with shame.
One last factoid before I sign off: One of  the main

players in the consortium that currently owns Highway
407 is the Canada Pension Plan, which owns a 40 per
cent stake. Those who make investment decisions for
the CPP are not dolts.  If  they think it is a good invest-
ment then it probably is. Something to think about the
next time you cruise Highway 407.
I would love to hear Mr. Klees’ spin on all of  this in

one of  his columns.

Geoffrey Smith
Aurora, ON



Page 5THE AURORAN, Tuesday, September 4, 2012

Vanier Scholarship Announced 

As university campuses across the country
come back to life with the start of  a new school
year, 156 new 2012 Vanier Scholars, 76 from
Ontario universities, are being applauded for
their demonstrated leadership skills and
achievements. 
The Vanier Canada Graduate

Scholarships, introduced by the Harper
Government in Budget 2008, are Canada’s
most prestigious scholarships for doctoral stu-
dents. They aim to attract and retain world-
class scholars and establish Canada as a glob-
al centre of  excellence in research and higher
learning. 
Vanier scholars are selected through a

competitive process and are first nominated
by a Canadian university before being evalu-
ated by selection committees established by
Canada’s three research granting agencies.
$98.4 million in scholarships have been award-
ed since its inception. 
Our government has invested nearly $8 bil-

lion in initiatives supporting science, technol-
ogy and the growth of  innovation firms in
Canada, including $5 billion for advanced
research, education and training, $2 billion for
post-secondary infrastructure, and $1 billion
for applied research and financing.  
This funding has helped make Canada a

world leader in post-secondary education
research and to create the knowledge and
highly skilled workforce that is required for a

more prosperous economy. To
find out more about Vanier
Canada Graduate
Scholarships visit
www.vanier.gc.ca. 

New Funding for 
Alzheimer’s Research
On August 23, the

Government of  Canada
announced an investment of
nearly $5.4 million to bring
southern Ontario businesses,
researchers and not-for-profit
organizations together to
work on developing new tech-
nologies for Alzheimer’s care. 
Alzheimer’s disease, or related dementia,

affects an estimated 500,000 Canadians, and
statistics predict that this number will double
within a generation. This new initiative will
help increase our knowledge and advance-
ment of  Alzheimer’s disease and its treat-
ment. FedDev Ontario’s $5.4 million contribu-
tion through the Prosperity Initiative will
allow B’nai Brith to create an innovation labo-
ratory to develop and test new technologies,
products and services related to Alzheimer’s
disease, in partnership with the Ivey
International Centre for Health Innovation. 
Participating companies, specializing in

healthcare and information communication
technologies, will be working with the Centre
of  Innovation Excellence for Alzheimer’s
Care to bring their innovative solutions to

market, including medical
devices, diagnostic tests and
a variety of  technologies
used to monitor and treat
patients. 
These collaborations are

designed to bring advanced
Alzheimer’s care solutions
to world markets as well as
increase the concentration
of  companies devoted to
Alzheimer’s disease and
dementia care in the region,
helping businesses in south-
ern Ontario compete inter-

nationally.
FedDev Ontario’s Prosperity Initiative is

designed to encourage businesses, not-for-
profit organizations and post-secondary insti-
tutions in southern Ontario to undertake proj-
ects that will result in a more productive,
diversified and competitive economy in the
region. Applications for funding are being
accepted and assessed on an ongoing basis.
For more information refer to
www.FedDevOntario.gc.ca.

Call For Proposals
On August 21, 2012 a call for proposals for

the Enabling Accessibility Fund, under the
small projects component, was announced.
Our government recognizes the abilities of

all Canadians and is committed to removing
barriers for people with disabilities. Through
the Enabling Accessibility Fund, we are

improving access to facilities, activities and
services to enable all Canadians to participate
more fully in society. 
Community organizations, municipalities

with fewer than 250,000 inhabitants, small
businesses, colleges and universities and ter-
ritorial and Aboriginal governments can
receive up to $50,000 per project to undertake
accessibility improvements. 
Proposals will be accepted until October 5,

2012. These could be renovations, retrofitting
of  buildings, modifications to community
vehicles or enhancements to make informa-
tion and communications technologies more
accessible. 
To find out how to apply for funding or for

more information about the Fund, visit
www.hrsdc.gc.ca/disability.

On Track for Jobs and Growth
Statistics Canada has announced the

Canadian economy grew +1.8 % in the second
quarter of  2012 and +0.2% in June. This repre-
sents the fourth consecutive quarter of  eco-
nomic growth in Canada, the strongest com-
pared to all other G-7 countries.   Canada’s con-
tinued economic growth in the second quarter
and the nearly 750,000 net new jobs created
since July 2009 (over 90% full-time and nearly
80% private sector) are both encouraging
signs we’re on the right track for the economy. 
If  you would like to contact me on these or

any other issues, please call 905-953-7515 or
visit my website at www.loisbrown.ca.  I
would love to hear from you.

By the time you read this, little
Johnny/Julie will be “happily” back at
school.
One of  the things that I have noticed

over the years is the ever increasing size of
the bags that the littlest tykes are lugging to
school.
Included in this group is my son, who I

believe has everything, including the
proverbial kitchen sink, in his knapsack!
There was a great story in the National

Post this past April about this phenome-
non, entitled, “How to avoid a backpack
burden.”
As a public service to moms and dads in

Aurora, I excerpt a couple of  passages for
your perusal:
“Book, notice folder and spelling home-

work: 227 grams. Pencil case, 85g. Pocket
notebook with fairy cover, 28g. Lunch, 570g.
Placemat, 42g. Hat and mittens, 227g. Extra
hat, 28 g. Inhaler, 28g.
“Sunscreen, 114g. Hand sanitizer, 28g.

Moisturizer, 28g. Cell phone (not working),
42g.
“Add these and other small treasures

squirreled away in the pockets of  the plaid
backpack — 935g — together and it all adds
up to more than three kilograms. In itself,
perhaps not that much. 
“Alberta Health Services recommends

that children’s growing bodies should
carry backpacks that weigh no more than
10 per cent of  their body weight to avoid

developing chronic health
problems in their adult
life.
“Keeping within the

recommended weight is
likely a challenge for
many Calgary students.
Lunch, a water bottle and
snow pants, not to men-
tion a few school books or
an agenda, and the bag
itself, and the weight easi-
ly adds up to more than 10
per cent of  a child’s body
weight, especially in the
youngest grades. Hauling
heavy textbooks back and
forth from home to school becomes a con-
cern for the older grades.
“Alberta Health Services offers these

tips to help children develop good back-
pack-carrying habits that will protect them
from future health problems.”

Pick the right pack
Choose a backpack with a broad shoul-

der strap.
Choose a backpack with a waist strap to

help keep the pack firmly on the spine.
The backpack should be positioned just

below the shoulders and rest on the hips
and pelvis.
Backpacks with compartments may dis-

tribute weight more evenly.
Pack only what you need:

A backpack should
not weigh more than 10
per cent of  the user’s
body weight.
An 80-pound (36 kg)

child should carry no
more than three large
books.
Make sure the

weight is evenly dis-
tributed.
Place heavy objects

in the main compart-
ment of  the backpack,
so the items are located
closest to the child’s
back.

Avoid placing bulky, sharp or pointed
items near the back region.

Lift your pack properly
Bend both knees and grab the backpack

with both hands.
Use the leg muscles to lift the pack.
Put one shoulder strap on, then the

other.
Carry the pack correctly

Don’t sling the pack on one shoulder.
Use both shoulder straps and wear them

snugly.
Use waist and chest straps.
On a different, but relevant matter of

individual wellness, I was in the Aurora
Public Library a couple of  weeks back and
came across a large advertisement for the

York Walks! Library Pedometer Program.
The advertisement states, “ARE YOU

WALKING ENOUGH?’
“Take a step towards better health by

participating in a unique opportunity pro-
vided by a partnership between Aurora
Public Library and York Region
Community and Health Services
Department, Active Healthy Communities.
“Beginning this summer, York Walks!

Library Pedometer Program will allow
Library members to borrow a pedometer
for a three week loan. A pedometer is a
device that counts each step a person takes
and is a great tool for measuring and moti-
vating fitness in a fun way.
“Walking is great for the heart, decreas-

es stress, increases muscle strength and
flexibility, and helps maintain a healthy
body weight and increase your energy.
“Track your steps and make walking a

regular part of  your day.
This is a great idea! 
I think this should be incorporated into

the elementary schools; you could have
classrooms compete against each over who
does the most walking in a month or possi-
bly even do fundraisers based on this.
Any idea to increase the physical activi-

ty of  folks in our community – but especial-
ly our children – should be explored.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.
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School backpacks and York Walks! Library Pedomter Program

NEW AURORAN POLL

FINAL POLL RESULTS
The Town of  Aurora will continue its education 
campaign this fall on options available for the $33 million in the Town’s
Hydro Reserve Fund. The fund is made up of  proceeds from the sale of
Aurora Hydro. A number of  suggestions on what to do with the money
have been made in recent months, so where do you 
think it should go?

Lawmakers in charge of Federal electoral boundaries pro-
posed last week that Aurora be split in two with Wellington
Street as the dividing line. Residents on the north side of
Wellington Street would still be voting in Newmarket-
Aurora, while residents south of Wellington would be in the
newly created federal riding of Aurora-Richmond Hill. The
move would address some issues regarding population in
electoral districts, but local officials say Aurora should have
a united voice in Parliament. Are you in favour of the pro-
posal to split Aurora voters down the middle in time for the
next federal election?

A )Yes            B) No         C) It makes no difference

The Toronto International Film
Festival gets underway in the city
this week, a festival when many of
the Oscar hopefuls are unspooled
for their first screening to eager
film buffs. While the classics of
tomorrow have their moment at
the festival, these were the films
unspooling to equally eager
movie fans in Aurora 60 years ago
this week. Belles on their Toes,
starring Myrna Loy, was the
sequel to the wildly successful
1950 flick Cheaper by the Dozen.
Love Is Better than Ever starred a
young Elizabeth Taylor who went
on to bigger and better things!
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Why do we “hate” teachers? asks reader

"In The Driver's Seat With 
Highland Automotive Professionals evening"

We would like to cordially invite you to our

See below for details

I didn’t want to be a teacher at first.  
It took a long time, until I was in my forties.  So,

yes, I worked in “the real world”.  But after being
laid off  and then volunteering in a local school, I
knew I found my passion.  Yes, I know that many of
the perks in my new profession are very good.  But
I’m still somewhat puzzled and often shocked at the
persistent and fierce bile and venom that come
from many people against teachers.  

Is it just the intense resentment that we get sum-
mers off, and Christmas, and March Break?  Those
are pretty amazing perks, I must say.  I can’t defend
that.  It doesn’t need defending because it’s the way
our schooling system is currently set up.  If  people
think it should be changed, then we need to peti-
tion the provincial government to allow school
boards to set different schedules.  

Maybe all year schooling is the answer.  I think
many teachers would be open to this conversa-
tion.  I certainly would.  

But would that end these strong feelings?  I
think the perception is that teachers work [a] six
and a half  hour day, five days a week for mostly 10
months a year.  And that’s it.  This is not the reali-
ty of  the job.  Most teachers I know work at least 50
to 60 hours a week and also volunteer a lot of  their
time for sports teams, music, and other clubs and
such that make school life more interesting for the
kids.  

And then there are those lessons to be taught.
Unfortunately there isn’t the “big book o’ lessons”
that we can just read the curriculum from.  And, of
course, there is marking which varies from grade
to grade and subject to subject.  Many teachers,
including myself, have taken additional qualifica-
tion courses to upgrade skills – paid for out of  our
own pockets.  

Many children need extra support, academically,
socially or emotionally.  They all deserve to be
taught and to learn and you have to make that hap-
pen. Now, for those of  you whose blood pressure is
rising as you read this, please note that I am not
saying my job is harder than yours.  All I want you
to understand is that there is more to teaching than
you may think.

But today, in this political climate, I feel sad.  I
am at the point where I will not admit that I am a
teacher to those I don’t know.  I just don’t want to
have to defend myself  and I don’t want to be made
to feel badly because I dared to become a teacher.
Often we are made to feel that by being a teacher
we are somehow “getting away with something”

and cheating the system.  
I guarantee that if  a person chooses to become a

teacher merely for the benefits and perks, they
won’t likely last too long.  Or they will be miser-
able and end up being those teachers we all hated
when we grew up.

I think that if  you asked anyone, they would say
that teachers are necessary.  After all, we all want
our children to succeed in life and get an amazing
education.  So why must we malign teachers in
such a way that they become demoralized about
their profession?  Why must we listen to politicians
who use language like “Put Students First” to
imply that teachers don’t?  Why do we ignore the
obvious fact that the Liberals are only concerned
about winning two by-elections in order to get a
majority government?

The reason is that it is just too easy to let our
emotions rule us.  It is too easy for the government
to manipulate our feelings and they are holding the
puppet strings.

So here we are.  I want my child to be happy,
smart, and proud of  who he is and what he chooses
to do.  And yet here I am, when faced with a
stranger asking me, “So, what do you do for a liv-
ing?” – I pause and wonder, “Should I tell him?”
Given this manufactured climate of  hate towards
teachers, you might hesitate too.  What would you
say?

Rex Delaube

Aurora

Diversity needed in 
planning Sesquicentennial

First off  I would like to compliment Gregg Smith on
his idea of  a birthday committee to honour Aurora’s
upcoming birthday milestone. I also compliment the
choices of  two very successful Aurora businessmen,
Stewart McLaren and Brian North, who is also Aurora‘s
Citizen of  the Year.

That being said, I think that there could have been
many other good choices made rather than the current
mayor’s mentor and so many on his campaign team from
the last election. 

Come on, Aurora is now a multicultural society and 
I could see many better choices than those made.

How about someone from the Seniors’ Centre who has
lived in Aurora for so many years? How about someone
from the Legion, perhaps a veteran who also has lived in
Aurora for many years? How about someone from other
cultural groups? 

I would like to mention that Aurora is no longer 
a White Anglo Saxon [community] but rather a melting
pot of  so many great people from other countries and cul-
tures who have so much to offer? What about other
groups like the Rotary Club or the Lion’s Club? How
about someone from the Historical Society  that seems
like a great choice? How about an elder from one of
Aurora’s many great churches?

The list goes on and on of  better choices from a wider
group of  people than were selected here. 

I believe that there should be a call made to so many of
these groups before a final committee is formed. Or per-
haps the committees only need and want those chosen.
Too bad, this should be an amazing event that could 
be the best that we ever see if  given the right group 
of  people.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

(Editor’s note: An invitation to apply for the
Sesquicentennial Committee was put out to all
members of  the public. Its sitting members were
approved unanimously by Town Council after a
closed session discussion.)
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Let’s examine what happens when
you have a sore loser amongst you. 
The game begins with a jovial group

of  people, each taking their appropriate
turns. You might get through one or two
games when you realize the joviality has
been compromised by one individual. 
This person seems destined to lose a

lot, but no one else notices. During the
course of  a game, you’ll see the
demeanor change from playful to quiet.
The person might not say much, but
what is said is usually tainted with
anger and frustration. Meanwhile, the
once happy air becomes sullen. 
What effect do you suppose this has

on the other players? Do they, in their
winning (and losing) mode, still enjoy
playing with that person? How can they
not eventually feel the effects of  this
negative influence among them?
Since the loser appears so discontent,

a condition that worsens with each
game, you’d think the obvious solution
would be for that person to just give up
playing altogether. Why put yourself
through that kind of  torment?
As a sore loser, I can tell you that it’s

all about wanting to overcome that
weakness, even if  it’s painful. Quitting
is not a solution. It’s the easy way out,
and I’m the last person to take that
route, unless the frustration over-
whelms me. 
Let’s take pool as a scenario.

I love the concept of
the game and the satisfac-
tion of  making clean
shots into the hole. The
more frequently those
shots come, the happier I
become. It creates a bit of
pride, which always feels
good. I’m sure this is
probably normal.
Last week, someone

put my name forward as a
potential pool player for
another woman. 
“Oh, she’s good!“ the

men told her.
She immediately became a little

apprehensive about proceeding with our
agreed game that Thursday and revealed
to me that she wasn’t very good. I tried to
assure her that I wasn’t that good either.
It puzzled me why someone told her oth-
erwise, since I haven’t played more than
once, and that was with one person.
Obviously, they were putting her on.
As it turns out, she won four of  our

six games. During that time, as my loss-
es persisted, my mood changed and I
know she picked up on it quickly. I actu-
ally started to feel bad for her having to
play with me.
Losing is relative. To an outsider, it

seems trivial. To me, it seems I haven’t
done a single thing right which is magni-
fied with each miss. Of  course, that’s

ridiculous. On review of
my performance, it
became apparent just
how many really good
shots I did make.
Now, why would I want

to keep playing pool if  I
can’t make the easiest
shots? Simple. I am con-
vinced I can get better.
I’m determined to figure
it out. I refuse to be
defeated by an apparently
easy game.
Last Tuesday, I decided

to go to the pool room myself, open one of
the big tables (I usually use the small
one) and play a practice game. It took me
an hour to sink all the balls. Even with-
out a partner, this lack of  accuracy
turned my anticipatory mood to one of
anger and frustration.
Do losers have masochistic tenden-

cies? “Let’s keep playing and make it
really hurt.”
On Wednesday, I couldn’t resist 

poking my head into the pool room. Lo
and behold, there were a few men play-
ing; one of  them on my small table. He
asked me if  I wanted to play? What a
silly question.
I didn’t do too badly and managed to

get through the entire five quick games
without a mood swing. Although, I know
he purposely missed shots for my bene-

fit.
Are you a sore loser, or someone who

doesn’t mind playing with one?
The staff  at the Centre commented on

the presence of  women in the pool room.
“It’s good to see women playing. We need
to get more women involved.”
You don’t even have to be that good.

There are plenty of  people around to
give you pointers. Just drop by the pool
room when you’re at the Centre and see
who’s there (maybe me – heaven forbid).
You might find no one, but you will find
some willing teachers. What’s more, you
will probably have fun. 

Computer Club gearing up
The Computer Club is gearing up for

another season of  education, beginning
September 11. This first meeting will
discuss what’s new, what’s coming and
some tips for you. Hear about Windows 8
and the new offerings including
Microsoft and Google. Discover how to
make things easier in Windows 7 and the
changes coming to email. The Tuesday
meetings are held weekly from 10 a.m. to
11.30 a.m.

For more information on the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre and all it has to offer, drop
by 90 John West Way, visit the web site
www.auroraseniors.ca, email aurorase-
niors@rogers.com or call 905-726-4767
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to
Friday.

You’d think that a sore loser would give up playing, but oh no.

SENIOR

SCAPE
Sylvia Dickens

$500
napoleonfireplaces.com

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

Jerry Collins, owner/operator

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Digestive problems are
very common and include
symptoms such as heart-
burn, bloating, burping,
flatulence, constipation,
cramping, acid reflux and
diarrhea.  
Many people experi-

ence periodic indigestion
that may indicate 
underlying functional 
problems.   Others have
chronic digestive symp-
toms  that seriously affect
their quality of  life.    
Irritable Bowel

Syndrome (IBS) is a very
common condition affect-
ing nearly 20% of  the pop-
ulation. This condition is
commonly diagnosed
through ruling out other
possibilities. 
Unfortunately, this is

where the frustration
mounts for most patients.
Doctors struggle to treat
the symptoms of  IBS and
many patients find it diffi-

cult to get lasting relief.
This often results in a life-
time of  medication for
affected sufferers. 
Of  additional concern

are the toxic effects that
many medications have
on digestive, liver and
kidneys function.
Because of  a lack of

options many patients
find the need to resort to
finding information on
their own. This often
leads to misinformation
and confusion.  The 
discomfort and pain expe-
rienced usually affect
many aspects of  life
including work, home and
leisure activities.     
Fortunately, there are

additional options avail-
able outside of  the stan-
dard medical approach.
To help those suffering
with IBS and other diges-
tive problems an informa-
tive upcoming workshop

is scheduled. 
The workshop will

explain why IBS and other
digestive problems can be
so challenging and how to
take steps to feel better
and take control of  your
health.    

This workshop will be
held at the King 
West Chiropractic and
Wellness Centre on Wed
Sept 12,  7:30 pm – 9 pm.  
This surprising 

information has improved
the lives of  many suffer-
ers.  
Seating is limited.  To

reserve your seat call 
877-334-2785.

Bloating, Cramping, Constipation, Diarrhea?
IBS or Digestive Upset?

Advertorial

“I got so much out
of this workshop.
Every sufferer with 
digestive problems

needs to hear this”   TF

A rebuttal to Hanes over trails underpasses
(Re: No thanks on underpasses: Reader, August 21, 2012)
Mr Hanes, you are not

hinting at any reasons for
your dislike of  underpasses
related to their merits. 
You don’t like your taxes

being used for them.
But let us talk about the

merits.
Let me remind you what

happens when you don’t plan
for the traffic of  the future by
pointing to what happened
when our governments built
railroads. 
In those days nobody had

a brainwave that told them
that there would be residents,
and industrial and commer-
cial users in the boonies that
became present-day Aurora.
They provided for cattle
creeps to serve the farmers of
the area, where the rail lines
were raised above the dips in
the land.
Today we have the rail line

basically bisecting Aurora,
for traffic purposes.
The Town planners, as

recently as 20 years ago, did
away with one of  those cattle
creeps that could have been
used for at least the non-
motorized traffic.
About 100 years ago, they

started to build roads for the
automobile. But it was not
until over a decade later that
somebody realized that they
needed to provide for pedes-
trians. The “sidewalk” was
born then  — an afterthought.
To this day non-motorized

traffic needs are treated as an
afterthought, with a cavalier
attitude.
But we have come to real-

ize that we should get people
out of  their cars, for health
reasons, and because of
looming gridlocks on roads.
There are many other rea-
sons. 
Obviously people are not

massing on sidewalks. It is, I
contend, because sidewalks
are not the infrastructure of
choice for walking. Nor are
they the preferred version for
cyclists.

vehicle to the appeal of  such
greenways network. Most of
our trails are in valley sys-
tems, and underpasses can
thus readily be accommodat-
ed at a relatively affordable
additional cost compared to
the huge cost for the road
widening.
However, the Trails

Committee has also started to
ask for the establishment of  a
Trails Reserve Account, into
which the Aurora public can
donate to facilitate the financ-
ing of  the more expensive
components of  such green-
ways traffic infrastructure.
Perhaps you have not

experienced what underpass-
es can contribute to a pleas-
ant trail experience, and can

During our Aurora Trails
Master Plan we found over-
whelming support for off-
road trails, for greenways. In
fact, in a survey where side-
walk users were asked
whether they would switch
to off-road trail alternatives if
they were available, 96 per
cent said they would.
That Master Plan, now in

effect, also states that “mid-
block grade separated trail
crossings of  arterial and
major collector roads” are
“the most suitable and pri-
mary means for trail cross-
ings”. Grade separated cross-
ings would mean underpass-
es and overpasses, bridges.
That is Town of  Aurora

policy. We are now at the
implementation stage.
As to financing, I 

have recently appeared 
before the Regional
Transportation Committee
and before Aurora Council

on this matter. 
Using a Regional Report, I

pointed out that the figures
estimated for the cost of  con-
struction of  the underpasses
are grossly overstated, as are
the costs for adding the
underpass designs to the
drawings.
It is also my position that

the time has come to re-allo-
cate some of  the roads budg-
et, to infrastructure funding
for the self-propelled traffic. 
Over the last 100 years we

have kept spending for
motorized traffic, and at best
have added sidewalks for
pedestrians. Now we are
beginning to realize the folly
of  providing for ever more
roads, but have not moved
over to the solutions.
Shifting budgets, to pro-

vide more appealing infra-
structure for walking and
cycling is the answer, and
underpasses can be a main

thus help us with leaving the
car at home, and get exercise.
Please try the Nokiidaa Trail
in Newmarket - that’s where
you are going to find well
used underpasses that, I am
sure, you would appreciate
having in Aurora. 

I am confident that the
merits of  underpasses may
yet convince you that tax dol-
lars for them would be well
spent.

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora
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15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380
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Call ahead 
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Electoral plans “don’t make any sense”: Dawe
Commission’s proposal,
having gone on the record
through a letter to them
advocating Newmarket-
Aurora stay as one entity.
Newmarket-Aurora, she
said, is just finding a
voice, having been sepa-
rated federally for so
long, and have “grown
together in their vision.”
This was a sentiment

later echoed by her
provincial counterpart
Frank Klees. Mr. Klees
told The Auroran that the
recommendation is not in
the “best interests” of
Aurora and said commis-
sioners have missed one
key point in their recom-
mendations.
“What these commis-

sions tend not to do is
take into consideration
the communities of  inter-
est,” he said. “To draw a
line down the middle of
Wellington in Aurora and
have two separate elec-
toral districts cut
through the swath of  a
town the size of  Aurora, I
think, doesn’t make a
great deal of  common
sense. 
“It seems to me that

someone overlaid some
arbitrary boundaries on
top of  some re-jigging of
population figures and
gave us what we have
here.”
With towns the size of

Aurora and Newmarket,
dealing with two separate
boundaries, whether
Federal or Provincial, is
“unnecessarily cumber-
some”, he said. At the
moment, Aurora’s
Federal and Provincial
boundaries are one and
the same, but following
suit at the provincial
level to revise boundaries
is not a guarantee, partic-
ularly in a government
which is, at least at press

time, a minority.
“In the past, the com-

mission has been recep-
tive [to submissions] and
we’re going to be opti-
mistic – particularly in a
situation like this in
Newmarket and Aurora
where the arguments, I
think, are fairly strong
for the concept of  com-
munities of  interest,”
said Mr. Klees. “I certain-
ly intend to [make a sub-
mission], and I look for-
ward to having a discus-
sion as well with my
municipal colleagues to
get their perspective on
this.”
Mr. Klees’ municipal

colleague in Aurora
agreed that these changes
“do not make any sense”
for Aurora. Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe said hav-
ing two separate voices in
Parliament for Aurora
would be the wrong move.
“We are such a small

community physically,
and in population, that to
split it up and have two
Federal MPs just does not
make sense,” said Mayor
Dawe. “I don’t see how we
would benefit from that.
We have one Federal
member and one
Provincial member right
now and the cohesiveness
of  one voice is extremely
important in order to
make sure we are heard
properly.”
The Aurora Chamber

of  Commerce was yet one
more body joining the
chorus against the
changes. Judy Marshall,
Executive Director of  the
Chamber, said she agreed
with the views Ms. Brown
expressed last week and
will be making a submis-
sion “for sure.” Having
two separate ridings
dividing Aurora would
weaken the voice in
Ottawa and the collective

between two towns in
having a shared advocate
at the Federal level.
While Newmarket will

remain intact as the
biggest shareholder in
the reconfigured
N ewma rke t - Au r o r a ,
Mayor Tony Van Bynan
had some sympathy for
his neighbours to the
south.
“It fractures the

Aurora community and
the demographics and
what I used to refer to
when I was involved in
banking, as customer
pathways and community
gathering places,” said
Mayor Van Bynen.
“Newmarket-Aurora

have a lot of  similarities
and it would be, I think,
more effective represen-
tation if  you can capture
the identities of  both
communities together. 
“I think it makes it

more responsive and
what do Aurora residents
do? I live south of
Wellington, so I have to
contact my MP which is
down in Richmond Hill. I
think the linkages of
community will probably
get diluted that way.”
The proposed changes

from the Federal
Electoral Boundaries
Commission, if  approved,
will see Ontario gain 15
further electoral districts
in Ottawa to account for
population growth over
the last 10 years. 
“Under the Electoral

B o u n d a r i e s
Readjustment Act, the
Commission’s main aim
in redrawing boundaries
is to divide the province
into electoral districts as
close to the average popu-
lation as reasonably pos-
sible,” said the
Commission in a state-
ment. “The population of
a district should remain

within 25 per cent of  the
average once considera-
tion is given to communi-
ties of  interest or identity
and historical and geo-
graphic factors. A com-
mission can depart from
the 25 per cent guideline
to deal with extraordi-
nary circumstances.” 
A number of  hearings

have been scheduled for
the fall where voters will
have their say on the elec-
toral riding changes,
which are sweeping
Ontario. The closest
meetings for Aurorans to
put in their two cents will
be in Richmond Hill at
the Sheraton Parkway
Toronto North Hotel at
600 Highway 7 East at 11
a.m. on Thursday,
October 18 and Friday,
October 19 at 10 a.m.
Residents wanting to

make a presentation at
either of  these meetings
are requested to send
written notice to the com-
mission no later than
October 1.
Concerns can be

emailed to ontario@rfed-
rcf.ca, while concerns
and written submissions
can be made to:

Beverly Hayter
Commission Secretary

Federal Electoral
Boundaries

Commission for
Ontario 

130 King Street West,
Ste. 3670

P.O. Box 368
Toronto, ON

M5X 2A2

Have your say: What
do you think of  the pro-
posal to divide Aurora
into two separate
Federal ridings. Vote in
our poll at www.the
auroran.com or send
your comments to 
letters@auroran.com. 

Family meals are “fading”, but company aims at resurgence
By Brock Weir

Families gathering in
the evening around the
same table to share in a
meal and a round of  live-
ly conversation could
seem like a quaint memo-
ry to some, or an unob-
tainable goal to others.
But this is something

M&M Meat Shops will
bring back, at least for
one day this month, with
their National Family
Dinner Night on
Thursday, September 20.
That night, M&M will
encourage Canadians to
enjoy a family dinner,
while raising money for
the Crohn’s and Colitis
Foundation of  Canada.
While the retailer pro-
vides a number of  handy
tips to make Family
Dinner Night a reality,
for every family that reg-
isters online, the store
will make a $1 donation
to the Foundation. Now
in its eighth year, the ini-
tiative has helped raise
over $100,000 for the 
charity.
People who register at

the Aurora store, howev-
er, could have a little
extra incentive to get
involved. Although plans

are still in the tentative
stage, store owner Greg
Foster is planning on
having a promotion
which could drive the
point home. Details are
expected to come togeth-
er this week. 
“The reality of  it is I

grew up in a simple
household where mum
stayed home and dad
worked and supper was
the cornerstone of  the
family,” said Mr. Foster.
“We came home and sat
down every night as a
family and had supper.
That’s where you solved
all your family issues.
You laughed, you cried,
you shared all the stories
and told what you were
going to be doing. It was
good family time and I
still think that is very
important.”
When asked, however,

whether he feels the
whole “family dinner
experience” is a “dying
art”, however, he said it
was more of  a “fading
art”. If  people had the
ability to do it, he said, it
would be a tradition on
the rebound and it just
might be a matter of
time. 
“Working until 6 or

6.30 and your boss telling
you to keep your cell
phone on all the time,
and then you get home at
six and your kids have to
get out to soccer at 6.15 is
not conducive,” he said.
“People are trying to bal-

ance their busy lives by
keeping their kids
involved so they are safe
and active and every-
thing else. Something
has to give and some-
times family suppers do
that.”

This map, released last week by the Federal Election
Boundaries Commission, illustrates the boundaries of
Newmarket-Aurora and Aurora-Richmond Hill, elec-
toral districts which could split Aurora voters down the
middle at Wellington Street

From page 1
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Contact Lenard Lind and the L.H. Lind Realty Team at 
(905) 841-0000, (416) 410-8223, toll free at (888) 727-8223  
or visit 15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100.

L.H. LIND REALTY, INC. in Aurora is as distinct 
as it is unique.  Founded 23 years ago, the  
company is the only ISO 9001:2008 certi�ed 
residential real estate o�ce in Ontario.

In just his second year working in real  
estate, Lenard Lind was already managing a 
real estate company, but he had bigger plans 
in mind.  To that end, he opened his own  
brokerage in 1995, which was renamed L.H. 
Lind Realty Inc. in 2001.  Supported by his  
sta� of eight – the L.H. Lind Team – Lenard 
continues to rank as one of the top selling 
agents in the Region year a�er year, thanks 
in no small part to what he estimates is the  
95 percent of his business that comes from  
repeats and referrals; exceptional numbers  
telling of Lenard’s ability to get the job done 
with the utmost in customer satisfaction.

�e ISO 9001:2008 certi�cation is one which 
Lenard himself sought.  �e International  
Standard for Organization (ISO) is a third 
party group which ensures that several global 
standards of quality management are assured 
via yearly external audit (by a global standards 
company). �at L.H. Lind Realty has such  
certi�cation speaks volumes of its profession-

alism of the highest standard, and this realtor 
has maintained the certi�cation consistently 
for the last eight years. “It di�erentiates me 
from other realtors,” Lenard says simply.

Another aspect that distinguishes Lenard 
from his competition is his wanting to avoid 
the company getting too big.  “I’m not looking 
to expand,” he says. “Once you get too big, you 

can’t give the personal approach to the service.”
�e forms of that service is varied. Along 

with being the top-sales producing Broker 
of Record on the Toronto Real Estate Board, 
Lenard is also a mortgage broker, appraiser 
and licensed builder. “It’s part of my vertical 
integration,” Lenard explains. “I’m a one-stop 
shop. So literally, if I couldn’t �nd you a home 
in the marketplace, I could build it for you.”

Yet as busy as all of that keeps Lenard and 
his team, the company still makes time for sub-
stantial local community contributions. “I’m a 
huge community supporter,” Lenard says. “Big 
Brothers & Big Sisters of York, Teen Challenge 
GTA Women’s Centre, Easter Seals, Timberlane 
Athletic Club events, Alzheimer Society of York 
Region, Yellow Brick House, local high school 
scholarships, and sports teams such as soccer, 
baseball, and hockey, just to name a few.  I have 
full walls in my boardroom �lled with “thank 
you’s” for my support of the Region’s communi-
ties - not something many other real estate com-
panies could claim - like everything else about 
L.H. Lind Realty, distinct and unique.”

Written By Reay Jespersen

REALTY 
SERVICES

at theirBEST

CHATS – Community Home Assistance for Seniors – was recently awarded a $500
cheque as the winner of the J&S Services Plumbing, Heating, Air and Water
Treatment Caring Community Recognition. Accepting the cheque from J&S’ Mike
Rizzi on behalf of CHATS were incoming CEO Christina Bisanz and Tim Jones.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Challenges and opportunities ahead
for CHATS under new leadership

By Brock Weir

Renewing and rebuilding
leadership at CHATS –
Community Home
Assistance for Seniors – is
one of  the first orders of
business under the new lead-
ership of  Christina Bisanz.
The long-time advocate

for seniors and consumers,
who has carried the Liberal
banner in the last two provin-
cial elections, was appointed
CEO of  the Aurora-based
charity last week following
the retirement of  Wyn
Chivers. 
It is through this

changeover that Ms. Bisanz,
who is staying in the position
for nine months, said she
sees an opportunity during
her mandate to work on a
strategic plan addressing
local opportunities and
assessing the needs of  the
seniors in the areas CHATS
serves – York Region and,
more recently, Simcoe
County.
“CHATS is at an exciting

time in its lifecycle, given the
growth that we have already
seen in terms of  seniors and
their caregivers who have
been accessing our pro-
grams and the expansion of
our programs into the under-
served rural areas of  the
Central LHIN (Local Health
Integration Network),” said
Ms. Bisanz. 
“The day program here in

Aurora has increased its
capacity to be able to provide
services to more seniors with

complex care needs, and also
provides relief  to their care-
givers Monday to Friday and
some other initiatives that
we have developed in part-
nership with some of  our
other community-based
organizations. Over the next
few months there is a real
opportunity for us to look at
the way in which we are pro-
viding those services, how
we’re resourcing ourselves
to be better positioned to
meet the needs of  the seniors
and their caregivers in York
Region, so my job will be to
really look at how we posi-
tion ourselves in the most
optimal way to do that.”
Over the past few years,

there has been significant
growth in its transportation
initiatives, one of  CHATS’
signature programs.
Whether it is helping seniors
get to medical appointments
or even to the grocery stores,
CHATS has seen a signifi-
cant uptick in use in York
Region and beyond. The rea-
son for this could be twofold,
said Ms. Bisanz – Ontario’s
aging population and
increasing awareness of
CHATS from the perspective
of  caregivers.
“They find it does provide

them with an opportunity,
whether it is elderly parents,
spouses, or family members
to remain in their homes and
age in place in their own
homes as long as possible,
while also providing the fam-
ily caregiver with relief  or
education on how to better

manage chronic diseases
and the complex medical
needs of  their loved ones,”
she said.
Allowing the elderly to

live and age “in place” as
much as possible is a key
mandate for CHATS and
indeed the Ministry of
Health. In order to do that
and accommodate for
increasingly complex needs,
CHATS helps to fill the gap
and provide opportunities to
engage seniors socially and
remain active in the commu-
nity. 
“We want to make sure

that we’re focused more on
promoting health and pre-
venting disease and injury,”
said Ms. Bisanz. “That’s why
things like our falls protec-
tion program are so key in
helping people identify how
to make their homes safer.
We want to make sure that
we also provide supports in
the community to optimize
their mental and physical
activities and functions so
that through social engage-
ment, through our wellness
programs, we really are
working with seniors in our
community to help them age
healthfully.”
This mandate is now

being carried outside of
Aurora and the rest of  York
Region to include more rural
areas such as New
Tecumseth. CHATS expand-
ed north to fill what were
seen as underserved rural
areas of  the Central LHIN.
Their transportation pro-

grams are currently the
highest in demand in
Simcoe Region as well. A
rural-specific program
which is also gaining a
foothold in this market is
their Home Added Patient
and Maintenance Program
which helps seniors access
support for lawn care and
snow plowing. Inside the
house, this also covers such
areas as fall prevention –
including the installation of
grab bars in showers – to
make homes safer for the eld-
erly. 
While new to leading

CHATS, working with sen-

iors is certainly in Ms.
Bisanz’ comfort zone. She
has served as CEO of  the
Ontario Long Term Care
Association, the Canadian
Association of  Chain Drug
Stores and the Canadian
Association for Pharmacy
Distribution and
Management. She has also
been executive director of
the Consumers Council of
Canada and the Ontario
Association of  Police
Services Boards, and a
founding member of  the
Newmarket-Aurora chapter
of  the Canadian Association
of  Retired Persons (CARP).

“I think that I have always
been an advocate for the con-
sumer and an advocate for
ensuring that all Ontarians,
regardless of  their age, have
access to support and effec-
tive programs to enable them
to be independent and have
choice and control in their
own health care and deci-
sions affecting their health
care,” she said. “Let’s face it –
I’m aging too! I think this is
not only a good fit, but it rep-
resents a critical need in our
community and one that I
am just really honoured and
delighted to be a part of
through CHATS.”
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$500
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Home Owners helping homeowners

For Insider Promotions

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora L4G 6H6
905-727-4751

LAWN MOWERS...

End of Summer 

CLEARANCE PRICING 
Now Only 499$ Reg: $6.99

#72923650

Now Only 28900$
Fall Mums

Now Only 999 1 gallon$

Reg: $319.99 
#5124-614

Lowest price of the year!
20” Lawn Boy 

Great pricing on countless seasonal items. 
While supplies last.

Organic Choice, Miracle-Gro and Potting Soil

Example

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

walrickdisposal.ca

Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Call 1-877-782-5865 and speak to one of 
our Service Reps to arrange a day and time for 
delivery.

2. On the day of service one of our Drivers will 
come and deliver the Mini-Bin.

3. Once you have filled the Mini-Bin, call and 
our Driver will come back to pick it up and 
take it away.

It’s That Simple!
For pricing in your area please call

1.877.782.JUNK

Mini-Bin Services 
Are Ideal For:

can think of...

materials in our Mini-Bins: tires, 
chemicals, solvents, oils and 
hazardous waste. If you are 
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for 
delivery and pick-up:

Monday to Saturday:
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a 
friendly and professional service 
by both our Service Reps and 
Drivers.

5865

We accept Visa & Master Card
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hazardous waste. If you are 
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for 
delivery and pick-up:

day:Monday to Satur
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a 
friendly and professional service 
by both our Service Reps and 
Drivers.

By Brock Weir 

Those black roadside signs
so often emblazoned with
neon lettering promoting a
business or the latest deal
have been a bone of  con-
tention in Aurora for several
years.

While business owners
view these as a vital way to
get the word out on their local
businesses, residents, drivers,
and even some landowners,
however, occasionally see
these as needless clutter.
Accordingly, the Town has
stringent bylaws on how
many signs – and how long –
signs can be used in one loca-
tion. 

A review of  the Town’s sig-
nage bylaw, however, could
see the tightness of  the
restrictions coming to an

end...or, at least that is the
hope of  some local business
owners. 

The review is being con-
ducted by Aurora’s bylaw
department and will be car-
ried out through the fall.
Working through into the
New Year, the department
plans on stakeholder consul-
tation and reviews by an
established working commit-
tee to see whether things
should remain as is or
become a little bit looser.

This latter option is the
wish of  Ian Duffy, the manag-
er of  a local magnetic sign
company. Mr. Duffy recently
appeared at the Town’s
Economic Development
Advisory Committee to make
his feelings known. He told
the group that his clients feel
signs are the most practical

and economical way to get
the word out but Aurora’s
bylaws are “relatively restric-
tive.”

“The problem we con-
stantly run into is people
wanting signs and the avail-
ability of  the signage [on the
property],” he said. “Given
that these things are so cost-
effective and are relatively
inexpensive, it is very painful
for tenants not to be able to
access these.”I’m here to ask
you to make the bylaw some-
what more generous, espe-
cially where it applies to large
properties where there are 30
to 40 tenants and they’re only
allowed one sign at a given
point.”

Under the current Aurora
signage bylaw, mobile signs,
like the ones listed above, are
allowed to be placed on a

property – with a permit – for
not more than eight weeks in
any one calendar year. It is
also limited to just one sign
per property. Mr. Duffy asked
that the Town of  Aurora fol-
low suit in surrounding
municipalities like Richmond
Hill which allows 21 day sign
permits and then a blackout
period for 30 days before one
can erect a sign again. 

Mr. Duffy’s suggestion to
increase Aurora’s bylaw from
eight weeks to 15 weeks and
allow an additional sign on
the property, however, was
questioned by Councillor
Michael Thompson, a mem-
ber of  EDAC who said such a
change would just replicate
the problem. 

“At the larger properties
there is no perfect answer,”
Mr. Duffy conceded. “They
would all like 10 signs all year
round which is no good for
the Town. It is a juggling act
and reconciling those two
numbers is a judgement call

Businesses look for looser sign laws

Continued on page 27

George Street, Tyler Street, and Hunters
Glen up for reconstruction next year

By Brock Weir

Next year, residents on
George Street, Tyler Street,
Hunters Glen Road and Fox
Point could find themselves
in a noisy, dusty state after
reconstruction projects on
these roads took one step
closer to reality this month. 

This summer, Councillors
approved the hiring of  con-
sultants to design the recon-
struction of  the four residen-
tial streets, all of  which are
up for reconstruction in 2013
as part of  Aurora’s 10 year
plan for roads. 

George Street is slated to
be reconstructed from
Kennedy Street West to
Tyler, while Tyler will get a
facelift from George Street to
Yonge. A bit further south,
Hunters Glen Road and Fox
Point will get a full body job
from the re-designers. 

“[These streets] are sched-
uled for reconstruction in
2013 as part of  the 10-year
Capital Road Reconstruction
Program (2011-2010),” said
Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s
Director of  Infrastructure,
in a report to Council.
“Funding for the design of
these projects was approved
as part of  the Town’s 2012
Capital Budget.

“George Street and Tyler
Street are primarily con-
structed to two-lane urban
cross-section with curbs and
sidewalks. Some sections of
Tyler Street have no curbs
with variable road width and
gap in the sidewalk. Hunters
Glen Road and Fox Point are

constructed to two-lane
semi-rural cross-section
with tiches and gravel shoul-
ders. Reconstruction of
these streets will improve
the road condition, provide
safer driving conditions and
improve drainage.”

All design works have
been awarded to Morrison
Hershfield Limited and with
Council approval, the com-
pany will work over the
summer on the design with
a target date of  early 2013,
allowing enough time to
award the construction con-

tracts in the following
spring. 

$68,000 has been budgeted
for the George Street and
Tyler Street projects, while
the Hunter’s Glen Drive and
Fox Point projects come in
significantly lower at an esti-
mated $57,000. 

When all is complete, Mr.
Simanovsis said these proj-
ects will “improve move-
ment and safety on roads in
the community and support
the transportation needs of
the Town’s changing demo-
graphics.” 

Young Aurorans had a chance to exercise their artistic
side at the Aurora Cultural Centre over the summer in
several art and media programs designed to bring out
the budding artist. Christopher and Lucas, pictured
left with instructor Helen Rodrigues, got their hands
dirty at the second session of Mixed Media Mash-Up
Week in August. Over the two week-long sessions, kids
ages 7 – 12 practiced drawing, painting, printmaking,
sculpture, and mobile-making. Students often found
inspiration from the exhibitions and exhibits that were
held at the centre throughout the summer.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

 

46th Annual Kleinburg and Area

Saturday, September 8, 2012
Binder Twine Festival

Please join the residents of Kleinburg and Area
for a fun-� lled day!

Gates open at 9 a.m. Please leave pets at home.

ARTISANS, EXHIBITORS, AND CRAFTS
Main Stage Entertainment featuring:

Opening Ceremonies with TAYLOR MADE TRIO at noon
LIAM McGLASHON (award winning Maritime Celtic Fiddler)
The DIRTY DISHES (Toronto’s hottest Country/Bluegrass/Gospel Band)
The GOOD BROTHERS
The Legendary BINDER TWINE QUEEN Contest!

Kleinburg – future home of the Pierre Berton Discovery Centre
Organized 100% by volunteers.  All net proceeds going to charitable organizations, community projects, and student scholarships.

Admission:

Parking Available: $2
1. École Publique La Fonataine

3. McMichael Canadian Collection

www.BinderTwine.caOld Tyme Activities, Pioneer Parade, 

Plus:  Food Booths, Sarsaparilla,
Beer Garden, Demonstrations,

and more!

Around the Village:

Children’s World: 

Air Conditioners & Humidifiers

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.

www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Aurora’s Fresh Sandwich
Shop at Yonge Street and
Brookland is back open for
business. The local eatery –
and proprietor Kaylea Gray,
above – recently closed their
doors to participate in Food
Network Canada’s show
Restaurant Takeover.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Bloomington will be brighter for
drivers, cyclists

By Brock Weir

Pedestrians and cyclists along
Bloomington Road could soon see the light,
following Council approval of  new lights,
which could come with new sidewalks and
bike paths along the busy highway 
straddling the border of  Aurora and
Richmond Hill. 
The approval came at August’s Council

meeting – and on the heels of  a 2010 rejection
of  a similar plan to install the bikeways, side-
walks, and lights on the north side of  the
street between Yonge Street and Bayview
Avenue as the Region continues plans to
reconstruct Bloomington.
Council, however, approved the same

plans for the stretch of  road between Yonge
and Bathurst Street and now the project will
be branching eastward. 
While the Council of  the day saw the merit

in having the three-fold project get underway
west of  Yonge Street, the majority didn’t feel
there was a need for a similar project east of
Yonge due to low pedestrian and cycle traffic. 
The idea was first proposed to the Town by

the Region of  York and according to a report
before Council  in August from Ilmar
Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director of
Infrastructure, it has been an issue the
Region has continued to press.
“York Region staff  requested that the

Town reconsider the installation of  illumina-
tion to better balance the road lighting since
Richmond Hill would be installing lighting
on the south side in this section,” he said.
“Following the staff  recommendation and
Council approval to only provide illumina-
tion from Bathurst Street to Yonge Street,
York Region staff  requested a review based
on Richmond Hill’s desire to illuminate the
south section of  Bloomington from Yonge to
Bayview. Staff  reviewed the project and con-
curred with the benefits of  equal and bal-
anced illumination along Bloomington
Road.”
With this recommendation, Mr.

Simanovskis told Councillors at the meeting

that while this will address balanced lighting
on either side of  the street, the Region will be
constructing platforms for future sidewalks,
but Aurora’s sidewalk construction is not
planned for the immediate future. 
“What I’m looking for from Council is the

commitment to proceed with these works
based on the previous commitment to the
Region that we want designed,” he said.
During the discussions, Councillor

Evelyn Buck expressed some concern over
the practicality of  the plan to eventually add
sidewalks, noting pedestrian activity – or lack
thereof  – is still a problem.
“We’re putting the illumination and the

bicycle path on our side,” she said. “All the
use of  it will come from the south side.
Another contradiction I find [with the plan] is
the Region’s policy that they’re going to cre-
ate alternatives to motorized traffic and
encourage people to walk and ride bikes. On
those stretches between Bathurst and Yonge,
there is no linkage to sidewalks and bicycle
paths on Yonge, there is no linkage on
Bathurst...and I don’t believe there is very
much linkage on Bayview.”
But from Mr. Simanovskis’ perspective

and that of  the region, it is all about timing.
“Although there might not be linkages

immediately obvious, there are [intentions]
to have future linkages because ideally at
Bathurst there are some gaps that we need to
close if  we can, and would hate to put the
Town in a situation where we don’t plan for
sidewalks and the Region doesn’t do the
works that we need now and we end up 
having to pay a lot more in the future.”
One Councillor who expressed their sup-

port of  the project was Councillor Wendy
Gaertner. 
“I take Bloomington from the 404 to get to

my house and I certainly would appreciate
any more lighting that is available,” she said.
“It is a pretty hard stretch at night.”
The immediate cost for this project, as

approved by Council, is $596,269, in addition
to the budgets approved in 2010 and 2011
totalling just over $1.4 million. 

By Brock Weir

A financial mistake
r e g a r d i n g  t h e
Bloomington project  
could be discussed by
Councillors this week.
At the last Council

meeting on August 14,
Councillor John Gallo
brought forward some con-
cerns about potential
issues in the presented
budget for infrastructure
improvements  along
Aurora’s  s ide  of
Bloomington Road.
Similar projects had
already been budgeted in
Aurora’s 2010 and 2011
budgets and, in the coun-
cillor’s view, things just
were not adding up. 
“We have had two budg-

ets for the identical pur-
pose – one of  $775,000 and
change and one for
$640,000 and change for the
identical work from
Bathurst to Yonge Street at
a cost of  $1.4 million,” said
Councillor Gallo at the
August 14 meeting.
He said, however, he

was fine with the recom-
mendation as long as more
information came for-
ward, and that is exactly
what is coming forward at
this week’s General
Committee meeting. It
appears indeed that a mis-
take occurred on the part
of  Aurora’s bean counters. 
Town staff  are recom-

mending that $535,560 of
approved funding be
returned to its coffers and

reducing approved fund-
ing of  the Bloomington
project by over $850,000.
“Upon review, it was

found that during the 2010
Capital Budget Debates,
this project was presented
and discussed, however,
only $75,000 of  design 
and investigation costs
received approved fund-
ing,” said Town Treasurer
Dan Elliott in his report
to committee. “Staff  were
asked to report back fol-
lowing further investiga-

tion. In the follow-up staff
report on July 13, 2010,
long after the 2010 Capital
Budget was approved, the
funding for only the
works along the western
section of  Bloomington
was approved in the
amount of  $644,000. At
that time, it was deter-
mined that the Town
would not fund any works
in the eastern section of
the Region’s project. At
that same time, the previ-

Mistake on Bloomington budget means more
careful budgeting in future: Treasurer

See Bloomington on page 21



 KIDSKATE DAYTIME
 CANSKATE
 LEARN TO SKATE
 STARSKATE

REGISTRATION
SEPTEMBER 6, 2012 from 6 - 8 PM
at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
135 Industrial Parkway N  905-713-1442

REGISTER ONLINE at www.auroraskatingclub.com

teaching skating for over 58 years!

KIDS
Registration
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INTERESTED IN 
Competitive swimming?
Improving your strokes?
Getting fit?
Making friends?
Aurora’s leading provider of competitive 
and stroke development programs is 
having open tryouts and registration.

Saturday September 8th, 2012
In pool assessments 8-9 am
Registration and Info 9-10 am
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
1400 Wellington Street E

limited space available

 

For more information call (905) 888-9944
www.ducksswimming.ca

School of Dancing
Jaymo!

 

!"#$%&'(#)*+,-#./.0,1*1
23#45657#7%(#67895&#0#:,#;83!<=%(3#><'(?#@83&3<
A(9BC%83#@8D#/*7%?#E+7%#F3&G#:/#7&#H#$G
A(9BC%83#I($7#,7%?#H7%#F3&G#1#7&#J#$G

REGISTER NOW

NOW Accepting Registration
for the 2012 - 2013 Season!

Jazz
Hip Hop
Tap
Ballet
Acrobatics
Musical Theatre
Adult Classes
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SKATERS FIRST
    Ice skating programs for the whole family!

Easy Online Information & Registration
www.skatersfirst.com or skatersfirst@rogers.com

Phone: (905) 727-4600

ICE SKATING PROGRAMS 
Sanctioned by SKATE CANADA

• Pre-School + Youth Learn to Skate from 3+
• CanSkate & Figure Skating
• Hockey Power Skating
• Adult Learn to Skate & Power Skating
• Special Needs Skaters    
• Referral Credits

Excellence in Skating Instruction in Aurora for over 19 years!
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Dance Classes in:
Hip Hop, Tap, Ballet,

Acrobatics, Musical Theatre, Pointe,
Modern, Lyrical, Break Dance, Zumba

and Summer Dance Camp
Plus New Elite Competitive Team

www.cdadanceacademy.com
16715 Yonge Street, Unit #28, Newmarket (at Mulock)

Now AcceptingNow Accepting
Fall Registrations

905.836.804090055.88366.8804090055..883366..88040
Register EveryRegister Every

Tuesday & WednesdayTuesday & Wednesday
from 5-8pm!from 5-8pm!

Or register online...Or register online...

PlPlusus New Elite Competitive Team
Home of Platinum, Gold & Scholarship Award Winning Competitive Teams! Audition Today!g Compepepeeetititititititititit vevevevevee TTTTTTeaeaeaeaeamsmsmsmsms!!!!! AuAuAuAuAudididididitititititionononononn TTTTTodoo ay!

Dance Director ~ Andrea Paspalis
Head of Acro/Tumbling ~Mark Kay

Head of Ballet ~ Cynthia Whelan, RAD
Owner/Artistic Director ~ Chantal Chretien Almeida

Limited time only.

Register for 2
Classes & get
the 3rd ClassFREEFREETrial

Class
Limited time only.

Preschool 1/2 Day Programs!

Our Goals
To develop the full potential in all areas
of development and to foster a positive

self image of each child

Our Philosophy

Register now for SEPTEMBER! ECE quali´ed teacher Ontario school curriculum program

“Playing is
Learning”

Preschool 2 1/2-5 years - Tues & Thurs 9:30-11:30 am
JK/SK 4-5 years - Mon, Wed & Fri 9:30 - 11:30 am

Crafts • Games • Kindergym • Gymnastics • Sports
Activities • Dance • Play Time • Songs • + More!

Open House & Info Session
Wednesday, September 5

6:00pm - 8:00pm

16715 Yonge Street
S.E. corner of Yonge &Mulock

905-836-8040
www.cdadanceacademy.net/preschool.htm

"!#"!# PreschoolPreschool
Our programs qualify for the $500 Fitness Tax Credit

Offer valid until Sept 30th, 2012

Benjamin Freemantle (15) first met Chantal at age 2
when she led a town Kindergym class. At the age of  6 Ben
decided he wanted to try dancing like his older sister. A
little apprehensive his being a boy, his mom took him to
CDA for a 15 minute trial
lesson with Chantal to see
how he’d like it…   1 1/5
hours later he was still
dancing! And now nearly 9
years later he hasn’t
stopped! Ashlyn Vlaming
(14) started dancing at
CDA when she was just 4
years old and has compet-
ed since she was 7. She
loves to dance! Ashlyn
received her first solo at
age 6 from Miss Chantal.

Ben and Ash were part-
nered at age 7 and 8.  Their
duets have included acro,
open, lyrical and contem-
porary modern styles.
Over the years they have
won many Judges’ Choice
Awards for perfect partner-
ing, dynamic duo and ter-
rific lifts. They have also
won many overall duet tro-
phies, monetary prizes,
diamond trophy awards,
scholarships as well as the
highest mark of  the compe-
tition at various competi-
tions across the province.
In Buffalo Ben won 1st
overall high score and
Ashlyn won 2nd for their
solos, and their duet "The
Moment I said It" won 3rd.
They have also been semi-
finalists at the CNE Rising
Star Competition and this past summer won in the
Intermediate Dance category at the York Region
Celebration of  the Arts. This past year both also won

scholarships to Be Discovered in Hollywood California
Universal Studios where they danced with professional
dancers, met star choreographers, attended workshops
and performed in a dance video. They credit the studio

CDA where they have
trained at since they were
young as well as all the
professional coaches they
have has along the way
including; Mark Kay, Jesse
Weafer, Cynthia Whelan
(R.A.D. Ballet) and their
partnering choreographer
Patrick Derry. 
At CDA Ben and Ash

also enjoy dancing and
competing in other disci-
plines such as group tap,
musical theatre, hip hop,
jazz and ballet. Viewers
have said they are a “thrill
to watch” and “very talent-
ed stars waiting to be dis-
covered”. Other up and
coming young talent at
CDA includes: Meghan
Paul (11) scholarship win-
ner, Laura D’Angela (11)
1st Place Int High Score
winner in Buffalo, Emily
Widdis (9) Highest Score
Junior, Lily Keenan (7) 1st
Place High Score Winner
in Buffalo, youngest com-
petitive Brooklyn Trites
(5) 1st Place Mini High
Score in Buffalo, and local
Aurora dancer Cassandra
Almeida (4). CDA has 70
dancers and growing cur-
rently on their competi-
tive team and close to 500

recreational dancers. For more information on joining
CDA's Dance Family call (905) 836-8040 or visit
www.cdadanceacademy.com. 

CDA’s up and coming dance sensations off to Hollywood!     

Top photo: Brooklyn
Trites (far left) Lily
Keenan (middle) and
Laura D'Angela (far
right).
Left: Samantha
McDougall.

Right Photo -
S a m a n t h a  
McDougall (far
right) Anastasia
Charyk (far left)
and Serena 
H a r b i s o n  
(bottom)
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11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

KIA OF NEWMARKET

 

SPORTS
Vol. 12 No. 42 905-727-3300 FREE Week of September 4, 2012theauroran.com

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

We’ve Moved! 
Brand New 5800 Sq. Ft. Facility
Grand Opening
Everyone Welcome!
Tuesday August 14th from 5–8pm
5 Vata Crt., Unit 1 & 2, Aurora
905-713-0555
studio@northernlightsdance.com
www.northernlightsdance.com

Winner of Top Studio!
ompetitive & Recr

With Ample 
Viewing Windows

,
from 4 months
Award W ompetitive Team

APT Syllabus Examinations Available

BALLET | JAZZ | TAP | ACROBATICS | MODERN | HIP HOP 
LYRICAL | MUSICAL THEATRE | NOW OFFERING ZUMBA!

Register online, 
by phone or 

in person on 

& September 5 & 6
fr

Celebrating 20 Years

141 KING ROAD, UNIT 9, OAK RIDGES
JUST WEST OF YONGE ST.

sdadance@bellnet.ca

Exciting annual recital with proceeds to charity

    September 4TH, 5TH & 6TH      4:00-9:00pm   
Limited space available in some classes - call to pre register 

905-773-7013  905-727-3066

REGISTRATION DATES

   Somerville Dance
     Academy

DENISE SOMERVILLE QUINN, DIRECTOR
HONOURS B.A., DANCE, UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

Member & Examiner P.A.E.C.
Fully certified and creative instructors

Exam preparation
Award winning competitive team

3 bright spacious studios

established 1993
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Olympic hopes dashed, McClelland captures bronze in World Championships
By Brea Bartholet

29-year-old Peter McClelland of  Aurora has brought
something special home to Canada – a bronze medal.

From August 15-19, McClelland, along with his 
teammates, Kai Langerfeld and Dane Lawson, traveled
to Bulgaria to compete in the Rowing World
Championships. 

For the first time, McClelland competed in the Cox
Pair division – with Langerfeld as his partner and
Lawson as their coxswain during their race.

The all-Canadian team came home feeling satisfied
with their efforts after a hard battle against some very
worthy opponents. McClelland was aware of  which
countries would give them a run for their money out on
the water, yet knew their team was as good as the rest.

“We knew that Belarus was going to be good,” he
said. “When I had raced them in the Olympic trials,
they came out on top. France and Italy were also two
teams we were watching closely.”

But those top three teams weren’t the only ones
Canada had to worry about. Germany and the United
States trailed close behind the pack during the final
race, but were unable to sneak past Italy and Canada
for a medal.

Belarus came in first with a strong time of  6:55.33,
France in second place with a time of  6:55.93, and
Canada for the bronze with a time of  6:56.61. Italy chal-

lenged the Canadians with a time of  6:56.89, but it just
wasn’t enough.

It was finally McClelland’s time to shine alongside
his teammates. After being taken out of  the final four
rowers for the 2012 Summer Olympics, McClelland was
looking for another outlet to showcase his talent – and
the World Championships did just that. The disappoint-
ment of  missing out on his first-ever Olympics didn’t
dampen his spirits, and he pulled through for a solid
performance in Bulgaria.

“Just being up on the podium and receiving the
medal was a huge honour,” he said. “It was a great expe-
rience, and a whole new boat class for me to compete in
– I’ve never raced in a Cox Pair, and it’s a pretty rare
division, so it was pretty cool.”

With a bronze medal from the World Championships
under his belt, McClelland is still unsure of  his future
in rowing. With the Pan Ams quickly approaching, and
the next summer Olympics in Rio closely following
that, he doesn’t know if  he is willing to put in more sac-
rifice.

“It would be a huge honour to compete in the Pan
Ams, especially since it’s close to home, and not a lot of
my family and friends have been able to see me race.
I’m taking a few months to myself  to figure out what I
want in life – I have a lot of  decisions to make. I don’t
know if  I have the competitive drive to put towards
another four years of  training for Rio.”

Regardless of  McClelland’s decision to continue his
rowing career, one thing is for sure: he has accom-
plished an array of  goals that many – including his
teammates, family and community – are proud of.

While his dream of representing Canada at the 2012 Olympics faded in the eleventh hour, Aurora rower Pete
McClelland (pictured above left with coxswain Dane Lawson, centre, and Kai Langerfeld) brought home a
bronze medal at the Rowing World Championships in Bulgaria. This was McClelland’s first time competing in the
coxed pairs division. Photo by Liz Fenje

Peewee Jays place second at Provincials
By Brea Bartholet

For the third year in a row, the
Aurora Peewee Jays have finished in
second place at the Provincial
Championships.

The team traveled to London, ON
this past weekend, hoping to capture
the top spot against multiple competi-
tive opponents. Unfortunately, the Jays
fell short of  an anticipated overall
sweep.

The team began their weekend with
solid hits, winning their first game by
an impressive score of  13-3 against Port

Hope. The Jays were red hot and ready
to go for their next game against Bolton
and didn’t disappoint. The boys took a
12-2 win, advancing to a third game.

But a curve ball was thrown right at
them with an upsetting 8-3 score
against La Salle. The Jays knew they
had to step up their game. With all focus
on their next game against Milton, the
boys blew the other team out of  the
water with a 15-4 victory.

The Jays wound up in the semi-
finals against Watertown – their last
chance of  a trip to the finals. 

With a little team spirit and their eye

on the prize, the Jays took a close win of
4-2, advancing them to the last game of
the tournament.

The Jays found themselves in a
rematch with La Salle in the final.
Already with a loss against them, the
Jays were looking for comeback to win
it all – but La Salle was on a winning
streak, beating the Jays by a score 
of  13-7.

The Jays may not have captured the
gold, but they did have a great season.
The Jays are celebrating with a team
party this week and will hold tryouts for
next year’s team in the coming weeks.
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The Wells Street School
Originally built as the Aurora High School in 1892, the Wells 
Street School was rebuilt in 1923, renovated in 1952, and retired 
in 2009. Today, however, there’s anticipation in the air as the 
building begins a new life as the Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts.

in

Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. © 2012 Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts. All rights reserved. 

w w w . w e l l s t l o f t s . c o m

$300'slofts from the low 

COMING SOON

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK.COM/WELLSTLOFTS

· Heritage district. It’s never too late to go back  
 to school, especially when it’s The Wells Street  
 Schoolhouse Lofts – your new home in the safe  
 and friendly Heritage District of Aurora, right  
 across from the beautiful Town Park.

· Walking distance. Just a short walk to downtown  
 Aurora where you can experience great   
 shopping, dining, and loads of entertainment.  
 Or, if you prefer some big city excitement, 
 you’re just minutes from the GO Station and  
 easy access to Toronto.

· Rejuvenated building. After educating   
 generations of kids, the Wells Street School  
 doors are finally opening again. We invite  
 you to select from one and two-bedroom lofts,  
 some with dens, or spacious two-level   
 penthouses, all featuring your choice of   
 traditional or contemporary finishes.
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2012 BIOSTEEL CUP
1.Tomas Kaberle, David Clarkson, Raffi Torres, Tyler Seguin, Paul Bissonnette, Kevin Henderson, Nail Yakupov, Jay Harrison, and Nik Antropov prepare to face the Red
team. (2) Casey and Ty Collis were thrilled to watch the first game. (3) Olympic gold medallist Rosie MacLennan coached the White team, but not before sharing her
medal with Teddy McCollum-Kuntz. (4) David Clarkson of the New Jersey Devils gets some last minute tips from trainer Gary Roberts. (See next page) 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

11 22

33 44
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Courses Starting:
September 9 

September 23 
October 7

905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!
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*Enjoy the fun * Backyard Living*
POOL SERVICES & INSTALLATION

Fiberglass Vinyl Pools
* REMODELS * SERVICE * RETAIL *

* OPENINGS * CLOSINGS * WKLY MAINT *
“DAZZLE” Sparkling Clear Water

905-895-1755   www.surfside.on.ca
225 Pony Drive Unit #3 Newmarket On

Surfside Pool Services Ltd.

The Aurora Cultural Centre
is seeking to add dynamic members to its Board of Directors for 
two year terms.

QUALIFICATIONS:

• Related experience with non-profit Boards, committees, 
associations or other community groups as a member, 
donor, volunteer or staff

• Transferable skills in one or more areas of Board 
governance such as finance, policy development, planning, 
program administration, fundraising, marketing, 
communications, public relations, promotion, 

       volunteer coordination, etc. 

• Personal attributes such as active contributor, team player, 
personal network, geographic location, problem solver, 
creative thinker, etc.

• Time and energy to contribute as a member and volunteer 
worker on committees, task groups, fundraising, special 
events and other activities

• Personal commitment to the vision, mission, program 
action strategy and ongoing business of the Cultural 
Centre

• Must be a resident of Aurora

For further information or to indicate interest, please send 
Résumé or CV to:

info@auroraculturalcentre.ca by September 14, 2012.

Aurora Cultural Centre
22 Church Street, 
Aurora ON L4G 1G4
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca
905 713-1818

Aurora Ultimate Frisbee
champs Andrew Kazeszi
(L) and Jaret Meron, cap-
tured the bronze medal at
the World Junior Ultimate
Championships in Dublin
in August. Both graduates
of Aurora High, the duo
continue their studies at
the University of Guelph
where they continue play-
ing on the school’s team.
Submitted photo

Bronze is “ultimate” experience for Aurora athletes
By Brea Bartholet

Canada captured the bronze medal at the
World Junior Ultimate Championships in
Dublin, Ireland from August 12-18.
As The Auroran reported in July, Team

Canada included two Aurora residents, Jaret
Meron and Andrew Kareszi, both graduates
of  the Aurora High Ultimate Team and cur-
rent students at Guelph University.
Only five members were chosen from

Ontario, with Meron and Kareszi being 
obvious additions to the team. Both boys are
the reigning Eastern Canadian University
Men’s Ultimate Champions, and key 
members of  the Guelph University Ultimate
Team.
Team Canada found themselves up

against a large variety of  countries, ranging
from Australia, Japan and Russia. 
Head Coach Patrick Mooney explained

the numerous preparations Team Canada
had to make prior to the World
Championships.
“We had an East coast tryout in Ottawa

and a West coast tryout in Vancouver in May.
Once we had the team picked the west coast
boys played in a tournament in Vancouver
called Flowerbowl in July and then we had a
West coast training camp with all the players
at the end of  July. Then we had a training
camp with all the players at the end of  July
in Ottawa that was followed by playing in 
a tournament called No Borders.”
Unfortunately, the team’s first semi-final

match was against one of  their toughest
opponents, the United States. With an early
lead, Team Canada was unable to keep up
and lost a close game with a final score 
of  11-8.
Before going into the game against the

U.S., the team knew they had to maintain
composure. Kareszi had faith in his team-
mates, but it just wasn’t enough.
“Our focus was to keep the intensity as

high as we could and to simply just play our

game. Going into that game there was 
definitely a lot of  nervous energy, but at the
same time I knew that they were just as nerv-
ous as we were, and that really helped me
keep my composure throughout the game,”
he said. “We had an early lead but eventually
we had let it slip away. It was definitely a
great learning experience for me as a player.”
Mooney was also aware of  Team USA’s

strength, but tried to prepare the boys as best
as he could.
“We only played once against the US and

it was in the semis,” he said. “By losing to
Colombia on a rainy and windy game in
power pools, we had to face the US in our
semis. Over the past 10 years the U.S. boys
team hasn’t lost a game, usually winning by
more than 10 points in the finals. We knew
our semi was essentially our final. We tried
to prep the boys for this and I think they did
a great job.”
Although the Canadian Team was shaken

up, they brought their A-game to the bronze
medal match against Germany. Their unity
as a team and strong play gave them the edge
against yet another tough opponent.
“What made us a stronger team was our

level of  physicality. We forced them to make
more turnovers and we were just overall a
greater physical presence on the field,” said
Kareszi.
The journey to the World Championships,

although a bit disappointing, was a fun and
joyful experience for all team members who
traveled to Ireland. Mooney’s overall impres-
sion of  the team’s performance was positive,
yet realistic.
“The team was very talented,” he said.

“They lacked focus at times but that’s not
uncommon for a group of  teenagers. The
group was very fun and very respectful and
played hard but fair,” he said.
Meron and Keraszi plan on going back to

the University of  Guelph this fall, and will
continue playing on the university’s
Ultimate Team.

NHL season or not, the players are ready

“This is just the experi-
ence of  a lifetime for him,”
said Sean, noting that while
he and his son are both huge
hockey fans, the best part of
the day will be seeing the
smile on Alex’s face and
watching him have a great
time. 
For Mr. Stroum

boulopoulos, who was asked
to participate through his
acquaintanceship with Matt
Nichol, founder of  Biosteel
and long-time strength and
conditioning coach for the
Leafs, the event was all about
the kids and having fun. 
“I was like, ‘I’ve never

coached anything in my life,
but, yeah, I’m in – like I’m
going to teach Steve
Stamkos!’” Strombo told The
Auroran with a laugh. “My
job is just to keep everybody
focused. Truthfully, I think I
am just going to stand behind
the bench because these guys
are just so focused and even
in warm-ups you can see how
intense they are. These guys
are ready to play hockey.
“If  this was just the pros

and Biosteel it is not an event
– it is a way to watch hockey
and see pros play. Make a
Wish is the reason to do this.”
While George and Alex

helmed the Red team, comedi-
an Gerry Dee and four-year-
old Ty coached the Blue
Team. Radio host and music
producer Joey Scoleri was
joined by 10 year old Matthew
behind the Silver team, while
King’s own Golden Girl,
Rosie MacLellan, helmed the
White team with 14-year-old
Chris.
The team coached by

Chris and Rosie, Canada’s
only gold medal Olympian in
London 2012, featured Raffi

Torres (Phoenix), Jay
Harrison (Carolina), Tyler
Seguin (Boston), Nik
Antropov (Winnipeg), Tomas
Kaberle (Montreal), David
Clarkson (New Jersey),
Devante Smith-Pelly
(Anaheim), Nail Yakupov
(Edmonton), Paul
Bissonnette (Phoenix), and
Kevin Henderson
(Milwaukee Admirals). 
Before Friday’s tourna-

ment, the teams were put
through their paces by for-
mer pros Matt Nichol and
Gary Roberts. Mr. Roberts
said his relationship with
Nichol got started when he
was a Leaf  and he couldn’t
think of  a “better guy to sup-
port” for an initiative like
this. 
“It is  fun to get these guys

together at this time of  year
and have something a little
more competitive on the ice
and not just in the gym...and
gauge where they are with
their fitness.
“We all feel fortunate to be

able to play at this level and I
think [the players] realise
how fortunate they are and
the opportunities hockey
players usually have to give
back to their communities I
think they take pretty seri-
ously.  To have Make a Wish
here is a special day for the
kids and is a special day for
the players. They see that
they are doing their part in
the community.
“Hopefully there is a

hockey season and they will
see this pay off  in training
camp!”

From page 1
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Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

  

       
      
     

    
    

    
       
     

     
      
      
       

      
       

       
      
       

      
      

   
      

      
       
     

    
        
   

  
     
      
      
      
    
       
     

    
      

       
     
    
      

      
     

       
    

       
 

     
     
     
      

     
     

  
     
      

     
     

 
       

     
      
    
      
      

   
     

      
    

      
     

      

   

• Hearing Testing
•  Hearing Aids 

 – all makes /models 
 – troubleshooting, repairs

•  Award Winning Service

905-713-3199
mail@happyhearing.ca
154 Wellington St. East – Aurora 
(West of Industrial Pkwy) 

Free and easy parking

We Specialize In:

Special Moments
are Meant to be Heard I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  A U R O R A

V I S I T

Happy Hearing Centre

Financing Now Available

      
  

       
      

    
    

      
      
        
     
      

     
      

      
    

    
    

  
    

   
     

     
      

       
     

      
    
    

   
    

       
       
     

   
   

         
      

    
      

      
       

    
     

     
      
    

      
     

   

   
     

     
     

      
     

      
        
     

    
 
      

     
   
     
      
       
     

      
      

     
       

         
        

  
      

        
      

     
     

     
     
 
       
       

      
     

        
       

        
        

      
      
       

      
      
     
      

    

     
     

      
   

   
     

     
    

       
   

    
     
         

     
       

  

The Aurora Public Library,
above, is one of four local
cultural destinations par-
ticipating in Culture Days
this month. 

Look for your Culture
Days Passport in the
September 25 edition of
The Auroran and visit all
participating venues to
have it stamped!

Culture Days
at Aurora Public Library

By Reccia Mandelcorn
Manager, Community Collaboration

Get ready for a love affair with cul-
ture this fall as Aurora Public Library,
the Aurora Cultural Centre, the Aurora
Framers Market and the Aurora
Historical Society join together in part-
nership to celebrate your passions dur-
ing Culture Days,  September 28 – 30.
Culture Days, Canada’s annual,

national celebration, connects commu-
nities to arts and culture in all its
forms through free hands-on activities
where artists and creators engage par-
ticipants and invite them to explore
their own creativity and curiosity.
Aurora Public Library has a long-

standing history as a significant con-
tributor to the cultural vitality of  this
community, providing new opportuni-
ties for discovery and inspiration
through innovative programming, col-
lections, exhibits and displays. 
Experience library culture in new

and exciting ways on Saturday,
September 29 as Aurora Public Library
invites participants of  all ages to expe-
rience, explore and create.
It’s never too early to experience the

magic of  storytelling and the rhythm of
language. Come Read With Me! is an
engaging story time for the young and

the young-at-heart. 
Props and rhymes, stories and imagi-

nation are all part of  the fun for children
up to five years (and grown-ups too!)
from 10 – 10.30 a.m.
Explore the diversity of  Canada’s cul-

ture and the creative expression of  its
people with artist Philippa Hajdu, in
Graphic Expression, a fun printmaking
workshop for young people ages nine to
16.  Learn, create and laugh from 2 – 3.30
p.m. in this supportive, free-flowing
artistic environment.
Published writer and educator,

Marnie Maguire, invites participants 18
and over to take a journey into the imag-
ination and experience the intuitive side
of  writing. Guided writing activities
include games, meditation, and visuali-
zation that will unlock your creative
potential and enable you to create mate-
rial for great fiction, poetry or memoir
writing. Be prepared to see, smell, feel
and touch to find the electric language in
Intuitive Writing from 1 – 4 p.m. 
The whole town is invited to drop in

and participate in a community puzzle
(Picasso’s Woman with a Book, of
course) and experience Culture Days
Aurora.  
Culture Days is a collaborative move-

ment that welcomes your participation.
Look for your Culture Days passport in
the September 25 edition of  The
Auroran, visit all participating venues to
have your passport stamped and be eligi-
ble to win great prizes. For further infor-
mation on Culture Days at Aurora Public
Library, visit www.library.aurora.on.ca
or telephone 905.727.9494. Aurora Public
Library is located at 15145 Yonge Street
in the historic downtown core of  Aurora.
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Arts & Culture

A & F HairElite
Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3 el: 905-727-6212 ~Since 1970~

Mario is a Hair Stylist with 

A

4800 Yonge St. Aurora OOnt. L4G 1Ng

In the Aurora Shopping Centre 
Next to No Frills

for both ladies and men

SAC retrospective showcases past 
and present students, faculty

By Brock Weir

For those who have never made the
journey up the hill to see the art of  St.
Andrew’s students, the students are
bringing their art to the public in an
upcoming exhibition at the Aurora
Cultural Centre.
Andrean Art: An Exhibition of

Paintings from St. Andrew’s College
opens at the Cultural Centre this
Thursday and runs through October 6. It
is a landmark show for many reasons –
not only does it combine the work of  cur-
rent students and faculty with the art of
“old boys” who have gone on to success
in the art world, it is actually their first
off-campus show.
“SAC enthusiastically embraced our

initial approach regarding the exhibi-
tion of  their collection here at the
Centre,” said Laura Schembri, Executive
Director of  the Aurora Cultural Centre.
The art selection for this show was

made, in large part, by Tino Paolini,
SAC’s Head of  Visual Arts. He told The
Auroran selecting the pieces of  the show
was not only a labour of  love, but also a
tremendous challenge. 
“We tried to select those that were

produced by people connected with the
school, whether they were students, for-
mer artists, some current students, just
to highlight some current work,” he
said. 
“It is a way to promote, give thanks

and pay tribute to the artists that pro-
duce the work. I think it is exceptional
when I look at the pieces and see how
much time and effort went into it. Some
of  these pieces are done towards the end
of  the year so they have about a month to
go from concept to execution to a com-
plete work, yet when you look at it you
see there is so much time spent in front
of  the easel painting. It’s extraordinary. 
“This, in many ways, is a way of

rewarding kids for the efforts they put
into their work and I think it reflects
very well on the program and the
school.”
While head of  visual arts, Mr. Paolini

is an active art teacher in the senior
grades. He said that in putting together
this art show, they tried to pick pieces
that are representative of  the entire stu-
dent body and of  St. Andrew’s history.
The selection, he said, shows how far the
department has come along in terms of

the quality the kids can produce. 
What they tend to produce, however,

has been evolving like much of  the
school environment. Nowadays, stu-
dents are developing a very strong affin-
ity with 3D animation and computer gen-
erated art. Although painting and sculpt-
ing is in Mr. Paolini’s wheelhouse, these
new media open up a whole world of
“adventure” for the students. Students
still paint the old standbys and “love
cars and they still love beautiful
women”, but are always mindful and
keeping an eye on quality – and some
added incentives don’t hurt.
“We have a tradition at St. Andrew’s

called the Headmaster’s Art Prize,” he
said. “The Headmaster will buy art from
one of  the graduating classes and in the
last three years it has expanded 
to the Headmaster selecting 
a gold, a silver and a bronze. It is some-
thing we have found is very motivation-
al.”
While landscapes and still life works

are still quite popular, art programs have
expanded to incorporate new media as
well as architectural components, so
model houses which may appear tradi-
tional on the outside but are more imag-
inative when the surface layers are
peeled back are also represented in the
show. This was welcome news for Erik
Kimmerer, who is preparing to enter
Grade 12. One of  his homes, made out of
foam board, forms part of  the exhibition.
Erik, who has at least one other work

in the show, gets his artistic bent honest-
ly. His father is on SAC’s art faculty, so
art has always been a part of  his life. His
elder brother is just about to start stud-
ies at Ontario College of  Art and Design
(OCAD) and Erik hopes to follow in his
footsteps. With a leaning towards draw-
ing and painting, he is also an adept
hand at computer design, so there is 
a wide world of  possibilities open for
him. This is something, he said, that will
be reflected in the show and something 
he hopes art patrons will take home with
them.
“The [exhibition] shows people from

around Aurora and around the GTA that
St. Andrew’s has a really established art
program that just displays that the stu-
dents work hard,” he said. “We really
excel and we do our best at all times to
produce nice pieces of  art that people
will enjoy seeing. “

Choir encourages members to sing just for the fun of it
By Brock Weir

Do you want to sing,
but fear getting up in
front of  reality show-style
judges all too ready to
pounce and tell you
you’re pitchy?
Maybe you’re holding

back thinking all choirs
are like a certain high
school on a popular TV
musical soap where the
students are old enough
to be stockbrokers with
three children?
If  so, you could soon

have the opportunity to
unleash inner Mick
Jagger – or Julie Andrews
– without fear of  competi-
tions, auditions or solos,
when the My Pop Choir
hits Aurora.
Billed as an initiative

for people who love to
sing simply “for the sheer
joy of  it”, My Pop Choir,
which has had particular

success in cities such as
Oakville, is being brought
to Aurora by former resi-
dent Jackie Curtis. Ms.
Curtis says she always
wished there could be a
place where people came
just to sing for fun with-
out any religious over-
tones or intimidating
audition processes, so
inspired by a similar pro-
gram in England, My Pop
Choir formed. Focusing
on tracks from the 60s and
70s, an era which Ms.
Curtis said members have
found more accessible
and melodic for their pur-
poses, the adult choir has
not only helped changed
lives but help its members
shed inhibitions.
“I think what gets

them here in the first
place is their love of
singing,” she said. “They
show up pretty scared
because they don’t want

to sound foolish or look
foolish or feel foolish, so it
is always our primary
mandate that not for one
solitary second do they
ever feel that way, and
that is an enormously
relieving, relaxing envi-
ronment to be in once you
realise you’re not being
made a fool of, or being
made to feel foolish if
you’re singing slightly
off-key. It doesn’t matter
because when you sing as
a group like that when
you have multiple voices
together the sound
becomes really magnifi-
cent.
“There is a sense of

pride and confidence that
people get, a sense of
pride in themselves and
increase in their general
confidence and out of
that, you hear a lot of, ‘I
can’t believe I am doing

See “Adult” on page 21

SAC art teacher Stephen
Kimmerer (left), son and
Grade 12 student Erik
Kimmerer, and Tino
Paolini, director of SAC’s
art department are pic-
tured above with the
mural “Championship
Team ’87” and the smaller
painting “Jackson” by Erik.
These works, and the
works of students past
and present as well as fac-
ulty will be on show at the

Aurora Cultural Centre
this month.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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Results–Focused Service

Buildings and Hydro Funds could find a home for Aurora museum
According to committee chair Albino, the idea came

about after a brainstorming session between himself, AHS
chair Suzanne Reiner, and others, about the future of  that
stretch of  land. John McIntyre, an AHS board member and
owner of  Horton Place, was in a quandary over what to do
with the home that has been in his family for more than a
century, and they began to explore the possibility of  
purchasing the building standing in the way of  the two
architecturally significant homes.

“The idea just came [to us] that if  we could acquire that
middle property and amalgamate the properties you’d have
one heck of  an awesome heritage asset for the Town of
Aurora, one that would probably be unbeatable in the con-
text of  heritage architecture anywhere in this province,”
said Mr. Albino. 

Contacting local people with heritage interests like Les
Oliver and the Van Nosterands, the idea, he said, just took off
and they approached Town Hall and other stakeholders
where it was met with a positive reception. Mr. McIntyre, he
added, is willing to part with his home on “generous terms”
if  this idea comes to fruition so it can be preserved “for the
enjoyment of  Aurorans and that it would be well treated and
part of  something bigger.”

Indeed, this “something bigger” goes far beyond simply
acquiring three properties. While Hillary House and Horton
Place are pretty well preserved in their own time periods, the
Readman House has been overhauled many times in its
incarnation as a home, after its subdivision into multiple
units and beyond. Their vision is to keep the two more signif-
icant properties intact, while making the middle home part
of  a much larger project.

They propose building onto the existing structure for pub-
lic, cultural and meeting space that could host weddings, par-
ties and other celebrations for groups between 150 and 225
people. Once expanded and completed, this new incarnation
of  the Readman House, Mr. Albino proposed, could be used
as a new home for a re-established Aurora Museum and the
Koffler Museum of  Medicine. 

But all this, of  course, will cost money. Although plans are
still in their tentative stages, the group plans on seeking $2
million in grants from the Federal government, at least $2
million through private fundraising, and a further $2 million
from the province. For a project, which Mr. Albino estimates

this, and I sound really
good!’ They’re surprised
and they’re surprised by
the satisfaction they’re
getting out of  it. They did-
n’t anticipate it. They
were hoping to go and
sing and they were 
hoping it would be okay.
They didn’t know that
they would go and start
quickly learning har-
monies and sounding 
brilliant and it would be
way more than okay. “

The My Pop Choir has
also become almost a life-
line for its members. Bob
Crysdale, a member of
the Oakville choir, said it
has come to mean the
world to him. Mr.
Crysdale’s wife died

about six years ago sud-
denly at the age of  55, and
it put him into a slump.
While their two children
kept him occupied, he
was looking for some-
thing to get him out of  his
“funk”. Having sung in a
folk band in his youth,
people encouraged him to
get out and exercise the
vocal chords and he found
an outlet in Oakville.

“It has given me some
joy in my life that I didn’t
have before,” he said.
“Whenever I sing I forget
all about [the situation].
Everything disappears
and everything goes away.
You’re in the moment and
that’s all there is. The
camaraderie is just
incredible. You have peo-

ple who aren’t judging
you because they are all
there for the same rea-
son.”

The same is true for
Marilyn Harris. Bogged
down caring for aging
parents and responsibili-
ties with estate matters,
she found herself  looking
for something to look for-
ward to. 

“I never realised
singing was so uplifting,”
she said. The glow lasts
days afterward. I enjoyed
singing when I was a
child and I have been
looking for things that
would make me feel good
now, and that was just at
the right time.”

Aurora’s branch of  the
My Pop Choir begins at

From page 20

ously approved $75,000
was returned to source
un-used. Upon approval,
staff  created the new proj-
ect in the budget system
for the records.

“It appears that due to
an oversight by staff, the
project did not get marked
as ‘approved’ in the budg-
eting software when it
was initially entered, and
accordingly, was automat-
ically brought forward by
the system for reconsider-
ation during the 2011
budget process. During
the budget preparation
process, line staff
reviewed the project, and
updated its cost estimate

from $644,000 to $775,129.
The project proceeded
through the budget
review and deliberation
processes, unfortunately
with no staff  detecting
that this had already been
funded.

“It was not the intent of
staff  to seek additional
funding at that time.
Ultimately, the 2011 budg-
et request was approved,
with the effect of  adding
$775,129 to the previously
approved $644,000 for the
same project.
Contributing to the
missed detection of  the
duplication may have
been an accelerated
review process used by
ELT in its review of  cer-

tain capital projects.”
The detection of  this

error, Mr. Elliott noted at
the bottom of  the report,
could lead to what he
described as “strength-
ened budget reviews” for
the upcoming 2013 budget
process and in the future.

“To reduce the risk of  a
similar situation develop-
ing in the future, the capi-
tal budget review process
will be reinforced to
ensure that all capital
projects being proposed
for inclusion in the budget
are reviewed in detail by
each director, both at the
department review level,
as well as the [Executive
Leadership Team] review
level of  the process.”

Bloomington project gets 
revised bill after error

From page 11

Adult choir set to branch out to Aurora
Trinity Anglican Church
on Tuesday, September 11.
People can come by for a
first session to try things
out. It’s $20 for the first
session or $200 for all 10
sessions. Things get
underway at Trinity at 
7 p.m. Registration can 
be made online at
www.mypopchoir.com.

at clocking in at “north of  $10 million”, they propose getting
the balance from the Town of  Aurora’s Hydro Reserve Fund,
which now stands at over $33 million.

“That would be to acquire the McIntyre property, to
acquire the central property, to extensively re-do the
grounds, adding pathways, formal gardens, gazebos, pavil-
ions, stages, to put on the middle addition, to provide illumi-
nation to the park, to build parking on the bottom and to
affect a pathway through to Fleury Park,” explained Mr.
Albino.

“What’s remarkable is it is a 500 foot streetscape on Yonge
Street and it would have an unbeatable presence on Yonge
Street. We could have a huge amount of  private and civic
activities going on simultaneously on a 4.2 acre park.”

These grand plans, however, are still in their incubation
stage and while members of  the committee have already
approached designers over possible site designs, they have
yet to formally take their pitch to Council. They do, however,
plan on making a pitch for Town  funding this fall.

“We have to develop a business plan for the long-term sus-

tainment of  the park, we have to get some architects and
designers to begin to lay it out and ultimately do a tremen-
dous amount of  engineering work,” said Mr. Albino. 

“The commercial centre of  Aurora has pretty much
moved to Bayview, but the cultural, social and sort of  spiri-
tual centre is Yonge Street and we need to revitalize it. I think
it needs destinations of  interest and we believe this could
anchor the north end of  Wellington very effectively. “

From page 3

Aurora’s Horton Place on Yonge Street at Irwin (left) and the Readman House (right) immediately north of it are
two heritage properties that are being eyed by a partnership. If the group gets their way, a $10 million partner-
ship, which could include funds from the Feds, the Province, private fundraising, and Aurora’s Hydro funds,
could join Hillary House in a heritage park of more than four acres. The group hopes that after extensive reno-
vation, the Readman House will be a new home for Aurora’s museum.

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

 

The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
Zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery! 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to 

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!

By Brock Weir

David Robertson is The Auroran’s
Carrier of  the Month for August. 

Through his route, where he delivers 116
papers throughout his neighbourhood,
David has proven himself  to be a very
mature, responsible, and conscientious
member of  The Auroran family.

A student at Newmarket’s St. Elizabeth
Seaton Catholic Elementary School’s gifted
program, David is entering his Grade 8 year
this week. While excited to have a new
teacher this year, he’s also looking ahead to
high school. He plans on attending Sacred
Heart Catholic High School and, with a nat-
ural affinity for animals, he and his friends
plan on focusing on veterinary studies with
an ultimate goal of  starting an animal shel-
ter.

“The three of  us want to have an animal
rescue shelter because we love animals and
we hate to see them come in wounded or
covered an oil, or die because of  animal
abuse,” said David. “I have always loved ani-
mals. Since I was little, dogs would love me
right away. My neighbour’s cat hated every-
body, but it loved me the moment I met it.”

The lifetime Aurora resident isn’t just
looking forward to a new grade and a new
teacher this fall. He’s eagerly awaiting the
start of  the new Aurora Tigers season next
week. An avid hockey fan, and an enthusias-

tic house league player, watching the Tigers
has become something of  a family tradi-
tion.

“I love the Tigers hockey,” he said.
“Whenever Junior A is in season, we go and
watch the games and then eat wings at C.W.
Coop’s after. I am excited because I had a
couple of  concussions, I banged up my head
a little and for the past year I wasn’t able to
play any sports at all. That was a real bum-
mer for me, because I love sports, but this
year I am starting back up again. Hockey is
my favourite sport.”

While he was sidelined for the last little
while, the last team he played on in the
Aurora House League was the Crabby Joe’s
squad.

“I play house league mostly because my
dad will always coach my team, which is
always fun and my friends are in house
league,” he said. 

Holding a paper route has always been
something he has wanted, but it hadn’t
worked out in the past. When the opportuni-
ty came up to join The Auroran team, it was
something he couldn’t pass up. Since he was
young, he has had a goal of  saving up every
bit of  money he could until his 13th birth-
day and then figuring how what to do with
it. Although he has dipped into the funds to
buy a new bike, the best might be yet to
come.

Congratulations, David!

Carrier of the Month – David Robertson
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COUNTRY LIVING MINUTES FROM THE CITY 

Virtual Tour - http://tours.360housetours.com/public/vtour/display/60422?a=1

Call Karin Rossi 
for a viewing 
(416) 518-0648 or 
(705) 424-7748
KarinRossi@look.ca

Incentive 
Realty Inc., 
Brokerage 

Independently Owned & Operated

$769,000

Custom built 2 story architecturally designed home, centrally located, 10 minutes from Barrie and Hwy 400, 40
minutes north of Toronto. Minutes from schools, shopping, dining and entertainment. This exquisite Essa town-
ship home on 6.9 acres, boasts the lowest taxes in the region. Amenities include: 5500 square feet of finished
living space, open concept, with full finished basement, oversized vinyl clad windows, maple hardwood floors,
silent flooring system, travertine tile, central air, central vac, ultra violet disinfection water softener system, cus-
tom kitchen with island, breakfast bar and granite throughout. Additional features: 4+2 bedrooms, 4 full bath-
rooms, hot tub, 4 ft deep salt water sport pool, huge wrap around deck, in ground sprinkler system, pet contain-
ment invisible fence, oversized triple car garage, balcony off master bedroom, master ensuite laundry chute,
double sided fireplace, cathedral ceilings, sunken family room, oversized mudroom, main floor laundry, main
floor office, stereo sound throughout home, outdoor flagstone fire pit, separate entrance to base-
ment, ample storage and a view from every window of wildlife in your back yard.

All this for only:
$769,000

Strategic plan swings into action
By Brock Weir

Since its approval this spring, the
Town’s new Strategic Plan, a document
intended to guide Aurora over the next 20
years, has been put into action. 
In the weeks since its inception, various

items on the Town Council’s agenda have
included blurbs about how each item up
for consideration relates back to the plan-
ning document.
One such example was the matter of

severing one lot on Kennedy Street west
into two. This caught the eye of  Councillor
Evelyn Buck, who has never been a 
proponent of  the Strategic Plan.
In her view, she said it is near impossi-

ble to have an effective planning document
for five years let alone 20, and that her pref-
erence was to have a plan with a smaller
scope. 
“[It’s related to] the ‘goal of  supporting

an exceptional quality of  life for all’ in the
strategic plan,” said Councillor Buck of
the link in the report from municipal staff.
“I can’t tell you the sugar plums that are
dancing around in my head at what an
exceptional quality of  life is for all. What
that might be for me, might not be for you.
Then, ‘strengthening the fabric of  our
community [by] working with the develop-
ment community to meet intensification
charges.’ Creating two lots out of  one is
coming nowhere near to meeting intensifi-
cation charges. It’s creating two single
family lots in a well-heeled neighbour-
hood. That is not meeting anyone’s tar-
gets.”
In this first of  three articles looking

more in-depth at Aurora’s Strategic Plan,
we will look at these community goals out-
lined in the plan. 
With the goal of  “supporting an excep-

tional quality of  life for all”, the Town’s
first goal is to “improve transportation,
mobility, and connectivity.” According to
the plan, this includes advocating for
improved accessible transit services, work-
ing towards east-west links across town for
people to get around, regardless of  how

they are getting around, looking at traffic
patterns with an eye to improvement, and
looking “into the merits of  developing a
Transportation Master Plan that considers
competitive and sustainable alternatives
to driving.”
Under this pillar, five further objectives

are outlined, including investing in sus-
tainable infrastructure. This includes
maintaining forecasted population growth
and responding to demographic shifts,
looking at developing a new program pro-
moting and supporting what is described
as “green building and green infrastruc-
ture in Aurora” as well as a technology
plan to improve existing Town services. 
Maintaining and improving healthy

lifestyles is also mandated through the
plan, including developing a needs assess-
ment for rec services around Aurora, rec-
ognizing volunteers and businesspeople
for their contributions to the community,
and all things related to trails and active
transportation. 
Over the next 20 years, the plan recom-

mends developing a Cultural Master Plan
as one way to improve the community.
This includes heritage, music and art in
providing “more cohesive and coordinated
cultural services” and the revitalization of
the Downtown core.”
As for the goal of  “strengthening the

fabric of  our community” as mentioned by
Councillor Buck, the key planks of  this
goal include maintaining a variety of
“housing opportunities for everyone”,
increasing the aforementioned intensifica-
tion targets outlined by the Province, look-
ing into collaborating with universities
and colleges to establish satellite post-sec-
ondary institutions in Aurora, and even
more creative initiatives.
These outside-the-box possibilities

include supporting a year-round farmers’
market and assessing “the feasibility of
establishing an entertainment district in
the downtown area, a community
square/gathering area, piazza and perma-
nent or scheduled outdoor pedestrian mall
on Yonge Street in the Aurora promenade.” 

The 8th conference on
Innovation Journalism
was held back in May at
Stanford University.  The
conference was book-
marked by significant 
layoff  announcements
from U.S.-based Advance
P u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d
C a n a d i a n - b a s e d
Postmedia.  Executives at
both were quick to point
their fingers at Google.
Google has been, and

will continue to be, a
game changer in the way
we consume information,
but the shift the printed
news industry finds itself
in is more of  a general
trend in failing to adapt to
digitization.
At a recent Harvard

talk, Richard Gingras,
Google’s VP of  News, said
that the previous domi-
nance that newspapers
enjoyed was due primari-
ly to geography, and to
some degree demographic
targeting. Now, thanks to
the web, he says we are
seeing “a disaggregation
of  content flows as well as
advertising.”  Gingras
then went on to compare
newspapers to old-fash-
ioned internet portals
such as AOL and Yahoo,
and that unless they can
adapt to the web instead
of  fighting it they are
doomed.
In April, back on home

turf  for their Tech-
Raking summit, Gingras
announced that “We need
to rethink every facet of
the journalism model.
I’m not saying everything
must change, but news
providers need to find
new ways to understand
how their job should be
done.”
This seems timely

given that Francis Gurry,
who heads the World
Intellectual Property
Organisation, told the
daily La Tribune de
Geneve that “in a few
years, there will no longer
be printed newspapers as

Media Innovation and Evolution 

W@TTS THE
FREQUENCY

Christopher Watts
we know it today. It’s an
evolution. There’s no
good or bad about it.
There are studies show-
ing that they will disap-
pear by 2040. In the
United States, it will end
in 2017,”   Gurry noted
that in the United States
there are already more
digital copies sold than
paper copies of  newspa-
pers. 
The very purpose of  a

newspaper seems to be
redefined by outfits that
are struggling to generate
revenue to stay in busi-
ness and doing so with
ways that conflict with
the public interest aspect
of  journalism.
Back in 2008 Edward

Roussel, head of  digital at
the Telegraph in London,
wrote an inspired essay
complete with 10 strong
suggestions that I believe
address these issues in
more proactive ways than
the solutions of  paywalls
that are being erected at
the New York Times.
Author and journalism

professor Jeff  Jarvis has
expanded on these and
declared the future of
news as small pieces,
loosely joined.  Jarvis
smashes the “article”, the
long held atomic unit of
journalism, and makes us
question what will
replace it in the real-time
nature of  the social web
with so many competing
sources of  information.
Trends aren’t just

about news getting small-
er, but also more local.
Just recently Warren

Buffett, the CEO of
Berkshire Hathaway, pur-
chased two dozen small
newspapers and their
related online properties
from Media General.
Ned Berke, the editor

of  the Sheepshead Bites,
has a lot to say on this
issue.  His manifesto for
hyper local news is found-
ed in the belief  that local
journalism, local govern-
ment and local economies
are the linchpins of  a
vibrant, healthy nation.
In it he paints a nightmar-
ish picture for the future
of  communities and for
journalists where com-
munity papers from
coast-to-coast are shutter-
ing and large media com-
panies are reducing their
investment in local, over-
burdened by corporate
overhead and stockhold-
er’s expectations.
Good news for those

looking to prevent Berke’s
nightmare from becoming
a reality, there’s an app
for that.  
Signal is a citizen jour-

nalist app courtesy of
Lebanese entrepreneur
Mark Malkoun, who says
it was inspired by the
Arab Spring, and more
precisely from a personal
desire to get a simple way
of  seeing what’s happen-
ing around you straight
from the people.
While protecting users

identities, Signal also
takes a democratic
Reddit-like approach to
how stories reach the top
of  the leaderboard. Users
up-vote the stories that
they find interesting, and
so the app not only
becomes a means of  dis-
seminating information,
it also becomes a tool to
measure which stories
are more interesting to an
audience.
There’s no shortage of

innovation in the field of
journalism, we just need
an equal amount of
enthusiasm to apply it.
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Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for mature individuals to join our 
friendly team. 2 positions available. 

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings
Drivers needed with own vehicle. Kilometers paid.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

AURORA PROFESSION-
ALS seek part time office
help and billing asst. 10
a.m. - 2 p.m., 3 days per
week/negotiable. Ideal for
mother of  school age kids
or other seeking part time
work. Start immediately.
Email: dicomm2@aol.com

FOR SALE

Enrol in our Tax Training School, the most 
comprehensive tax training program in Canada,
and start a career that lets you live life your way.
As one of  our tax professionals you could enjoy
the benefits of  seasonal full or part-time work
and flexible hours. Classes start mid-September.
Register online at hrblock.ca or call 
1-877-32BLOCK (322-5625) Alliston, Bradford,
Newmarket, Aurora and Barrie Classes 
available as well as job opportunities.

GET A CAREER
IN TAX PREPARATION

APARTMENT FUR-
NISHED 1 bedroom on 90
acre horse farm, 3 min
from Aurora centre,
ground level, parking and
utilities included $600 (416)
508-6170.

CAREER

APARTMENT

GARAGE/DRIVEWAY SALE

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest 
financial services companies is
rapidly expanding in this area. If
you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, call
Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

NOW PLAYING
OUR TOWN with Alison Collins-Mrakas 

and Special Guest David Heard. 
Topic: The Aurora Spirit Walk. 
Location: Aurora Town Park 

Next show: Council Watch, 
Events and Mail Bag

Thursday 
Sept. 6, 2012

Advertise 
in THE AURORAN

Classifieds.

905-727-3300 
ext. 102

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free
“Our Business Is People”

NEW FULL TIME POSITIONS
CALEDON, WOODBRIDGE AREA

1. Construction Estimator—15 years CDN. ICI exp.
2. Printing Press Didde Operators
3. Envelope Machine Operator
4. Machinery Service Technicians
5. Maintenance Mechanic
6. Certified Forklift Operators
7. General Labour—Heavy & Outdoors
8. Packers-Afternoon & Night shifts
9. Field Service Technician
10. Stone Polishers
11. CNC Operators
12. Operations Manager (Forming & Excavation)
Note

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

T   
  

   
  

 

 

 
                

    

      
  

  
   
  

 

SUSHI KUI
Japanese restaurant

Hiring f/t-p/t
SERVER

Contact Bonnie
905-727-8822

resumé and references.

HARVEST MEATS &
FINE FOODS, 15543
Yonge Street, Aurora
(905)727-7711. Now Hiring!
Full & Part-time Front
Counter Sales Staff, Full &
Part-time  Experienced
Butcher. Hours will
include weekends. Please
submit resumes to : Steve
Davies.

BLICK, June Elizabeth 
(1929-2012)

– passed away suddenly in Lindsay in her 84th
year. Long time resident of  Aurora and
Washburn Island. Predeceased by Robert (2003),
her loving husband of  56 years. Survived by her
son, Gregory (Paula) and her daughter, Brenda
Denis. Proud and loving Nana of  Candace
(Chris), Christopher, Jacqueline (Ryan) and
Vanessa (Matthew). G Nana to Lucas, Gregory,
Jacob, Patrick, Torunn and Abigail. Niece of
Cecil Gardner (98). Long time Beta Sigma Phi
Sorority member in both Aurora and Lindsay. A
memorial service will be held in The Church of
Jesus Christ of  Latter-day Saints (48 Angeline
Street South, Lindsay) on Tuesday September
4th, at 2:00 p.m. with visitation one hour prior.
Arrangements entrusted to the care of  Benson
Funeral Directors, Millbrook (705-932-5300).
Online condolences and donations may be made
by visiting www.bensonfuneralhomes.com.

50S, 60S, 70S FURNI-
TURE FOR SALE –
matched French provin-
cial love seats, chair,
Queen Anne-style sofa,
chairs, carved mirror with
matching sconces, pine
open dough box, Beattie
wash stand, floral chaise
lounge, matching end
tables and vanity with
marble tops, woven
kitchen chairs with match-
ing glass/teak table, maple
Queen Anne-style side-
board in great condition
with mahogany inlay, and
pair of  golden woven
tweed bucket chairs. Call
905-727-6497.

GARAGE/DRIVEWAY
S A L E S a t u r d a y ,
September 8, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m,
93 Delayne Drive.



France, Italy, Austria, Germany, Hungary, Russia,
Poland, Holland, and China will feature. The concert
benefits the Marylake Shrine and Monastery in King
City. Admission is $25. For more information, call
905-898-5686.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
The Town of  Aurora and the Aurora Historical
Society will hold a public brainstorming session this
evening at 7 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre on
transferring the Aurora Historical Society
Collection to the Town of  Aurora. The Town of
Aurora and the Aurora Historical Society have

signed a Memorandum of  Understanding regarding
the future management and ownership of  the exist-
ing artefacts and archives known as the Aurora
Collection. The purpose of  this session is to update
the public on our progress to date and solicit your
ideas in the future exhibition, storage and adminis-
tration of  the Collection. For more information,
please contact Al Downey, Director of  Parks and
Recreation Services at adowney@aurora.ca or 905-
727-3123 x.4752 or Catherine Richards, Curator-
Manager for the Aurora Historical Society at cura-
tor@aurorahs.com or 905-727-8991.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
Aurora’s First Baptist Church (33 Wellington Street
East) will host its Fall Sing tonight at 7 p.m. This free

event includes music from April Joy Sackrider,
Marlene O’Neill, Joan Elliott, Mark Edwards and
Melissa Whalen, and an appearance from the
Reflections Trio. For tickets and more information,
contact Jim Edwards at 905-713-1665.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Culture Days @ The Aurora Public Library: Create,
Participate, and Celebrate: The library is participat-
ing in this coast-to-coast collaborative event to raise
awareness of  the arts and cultural life of  our com-
munity. Join Aurora writer/instructor Marnie
Maguire for Intuitive Writing: a Guided Tour into
Your Own Imagination. Guided writing activities
include games, meditation and word play to unlock
your creative potential. 18+. Limited space. Saturday

September 29, 1-4 p.m. Lebovic Room. Free.
* * * * 

Roll out the Barrel at the Aurora Cultural Centre
tonight for Oktoberfest. Celebrations get underway
at 6.30 p.m. for an evening centred around entertain-
ment from “Mr. Oktoberfest” himself, the Matt Lebar
Band. His collection of  classic tunes and polkas will
get everyone in the mood. Greystones Restaurant
has a specially prepared menu for the occasion.
Tickets are $75 and include all food, entertainment,
and door prizes. Cash bar. For more information,
contact the Aurora Cultural Centre at 905-713-1818.
Gather your friends, brush up on your Bird Dancing
skills, and prepare for a barrel full of  polkas, food,
and fun!
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Not everyone needs your services all the time, 
but, it you want to be there when they do...

Advertise in THE AURORAN
At Your Service directory.

  
  

   

 

 

 
                

   

    
  

  
   
  
 

  

CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 
Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN

DENTAL

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln or Prius Hybrid for your next
airport or downtown transportation from only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net * Website: greenlimousines.ca

LIMOUSINE

STONE MASONRY

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL 

THE AURORAN OFFICE AT 

905-727-3300 905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES  
Licensed, insured 25 years exp. 

Plumber 
Joe

416-568-6928

the

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil Enhanceme  Iest & Disease Control P

StructIee Pruning r T TrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTI ent 

orcemental Reinf fotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTER

AUTO DRIVING SCHOOL

CLEANERS

PLUMBER

MEMORIAL

POWER WASH

Radiant health, 
& inner peace.

 QIGONG & YOGA

www.yogaforlife.ca

Andrea Roth
905-505-1324

t health, 

 QIGONG 
adianR

.e& inner peac
h

& OGAY

lif .ca

oth

eliffeforogafo.ywww

ea RndrA
905-505-1324

YOGA

TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

WOODWORKING

WATER

BUSINESS SERVICES

CARPET SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

FUNERAL SERVICES

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

 
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

+

Tomorrow’s DRIVERS

Tomorrowsdrivers.com
905-940-9972

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insuredÊ/ est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work

Mike
THE WOODWORKER

* Kitchens
* Libraries

* Doors

705-305-7572
woodwork.magic@gmail.com

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs
49$ *

NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*
*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)

www.transitauto.ca
or FREE

1-877-STONE-13

  
   

   
  

 

 

   
    
  
     
      
    

                
                         

 

     

COMING EVENTS

From page 2

REAL ESTATE

Keller Williams 
Realty Centres, Brokerage  

     
   

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

     

 
    

   

 

Independently Owned and Operated

Don't delay - call Linda today!

Townhome 
Listings 
Needed! 

Selling? 
Quali!ed buyers ready 
to negotiate right now! 
Get SOLD and move up!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ O�ce: 905-895-5972 x 816



Here comes September
and with it comes the end of
summer holidays and long,
lazy days at the cottage as we
head back to work and back
to school. At the Aurora
Farmers’ Market and
Artisan Fair, we’re expect-
ing crowds to increase as
people realise that the fall’s
bounty will be available at
the Market. We have large
amounts of  corn, cauli-
flower and broccoli, assorted
leafy greens, new potatoes,
green and yellow beans,
many tomatoes, and the fall
squashes are beginning to
arrive. 
In addition, we still have

strawberries, fall raspber-
ries, the stone fruits from
Niagara, blueberries and
assorted melons, including
orange watermelon. There
is an abundance of  fresh fall
produce to choose from. So
come and visit us at the
Market to stock up on deli-
cious food in time for back to
work and school.

We would like to thank
everyone for supporting our
Council Corn Roast held at
the Market on August 25th.
Although many Town
Councillors and the Mayor
were on holiday, we were
very fortunate to have the
able assistance of
Councillor Thompson,
Councillor Humphrys and
Councillor Pirri on hand to
grill the corn for our cus-
tomers. 
They did a wonderful job

and we are so grateful to
them for participating. Also
in attendance were two
Coucillors from King
Township, Debra Schaeffer
and Avia Eek. We were
delighted  to have them as
our guests. We also wish to
extend our gratitude to 19th
Avenue Farm and to
Willowtree Farm for gener-
ously donating all the corn
on the day. 
We were also so pleased

the The Auroran and Snap
Aurora chose to cover this
event. Thank you to both!
Now back to getting to

know our vendors. 
Recently we lost a long

time vendor, The Big Grill.
We promoted a two-year ven-
dor, The Family Kitchen, to
Big Grill’s old spot and they
have become our main grill
at the Market. The Family
Kitchen was started in 2007
by Nick Vannan and his
wife, Gillian Freedman. 
Together, they have two

beautiful daughters,
Charleigh and baby Devy. As
the name implies, this is a
family operation and the
recipes are generations old. 
Nick graduated with a

degree in the culinary arts
almost a decade ago and,
since then, has worked in
various restaurants and has
completed numerous culi-
nary courses.  Gillian gradu-
ate with a degree in account-
ing and, with their com-

bined skills, they operate
The Family Kitchen at farm-
ers’ markets in the summer
and online in the winter. 
They are based in

Richmond Hill and are hop-
ing to open a restaurant
sometime soon so people can
visit them year-round.
Having taken over as the

main grill, they have added
to their menu offerings.
From 8 a.m. -11 a.m. they sell
pancakes and bacon. From
11 a.m. until 1 p.m. they sell
hamburgers, hot dogs,
sausages and their famous
pulled pork.

In addition, they special-
ize in fresh, homemade
soups, pies, loaves, tarts,
cookies, brownies and jams.
They love to meet new peo-
ple  and to make people
happy so be sure to stop by to
say hello and to sample their
delicious offerings.
Throughout the winter, they
deliver their soups and
desserts free of  charge. If
this would be of  interest to
you, please stop at their
booth and sign up for this
service. They will also take
catering orders.
We are very excited to

announce that we have been
joined by a new artisan bak-
ery out of  King City. Jules
Carsone began her company,
Rustic Breads, from her 
passion to create whole-
some, preservative-free food
which would be both simple,
yet delicious. 
She considers eating

locally produced, non-
processed food to be of  pri-
mary importance and that is
what inspired her, initially,
to bake her own bread. Her
family ate bread daily and
she wanted to create some-
thing that she felt connected
to and confident in feeding
to her children. 
She didn’t realise at the

time that she would become
fascinated with the process
of  bread making. She read
and studied the various tech-
niques of  bread making
over the years until she was
satisfied with the resulting
loaves. Eventually, when she
began to receive numerous
requests from family and
friends for her bread, she
began to sell at Farmers’
Markets.
All her breads are indi-

vidually handcrafted and
baked in a high heat stone
oven. The bread is made
daily, mixed by hand and
allowed ample time to devel-
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AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL LCBO
HOCKLEYBEER.CA

This is

GOOD
BEER

Join us on a trip to
Ontario’s Favourite Rural Destination

Thursday, October 4 
Shop, eat, play and stay in a friendly community where horse and buggies 

are a common sight and all the pleasures of  modern life are right at your fingertips.
Get to know the vendors at St. Jacobs Farmers Market.
Try on the latest fashions in boutiques and outlets.

Appreciate artistry of  all kinds in the Village of  St. Jacobs studios, galleries,
shops and theatres. Learn something new at historic and cultural exhibits.

The bus will depart from Thompson Funeral Home
at 9:30 am, returning approximately 5:00 pm

Please arrive at Thompson’s by 9:15 am to enjoy a coffee before we leave.
SPACE IS LIMITED!

Your Life, Your Legacy ~ a short funeral pre-planning
discussion will be held on the way to St. Jacobs.

To reserve your seat, please RSVP Christine Brown
by Friday, September 21

Thompson Funeral Home
905/727-5421

530 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora Ontario L4G 6W8

Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.

AASSKK UUSS 
AABBOOUUTT TTHHEE HHSSTT

MARKET 

MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

Here comes September...
op flavour—the bread is nei-
ther rushed nor mass pro-
duced. The free form breads
are made from scratch with
quality Canadian flour that
contains no additives, preser-
vatives or dough enhancers. 
Each loaf  tells a story and

is individual—that’s the
beauty of  artisan breads.
Among the types of  bread
Jules bakes are white, whole
wheat, cinnamon raisin,
olive and rosemary, sundried
tomato, healthy seeds, fig
anise, pecan raisin and both
buns and baguettes. Be sure
to visit her booth to welcome
her to the Market and taste
her breads.
Our next “special event”

is this Saturday, September 8,
when we will be having our
“apples and honey festival”
as well as a very special art
event—“En Plein Air”
involves several artists com-
ing to the Market in the
morning and fanning out
into the neighbourhood to
paint whatever catches their
eye for two hours. 
They will be easy to iden-

tify because they will be
painting under brightly
coloured umbrellas, both at
the Market and in the sur-
rounding area. When the
paintings are complete, the
artists will return to the park
and judging will take place.
Once the judging is over, the
paintings will be put up for
sale. 
It is absolutely mesmeris-

ing to watch a painting come
to life before your eyes and I
encourage you to attend this
very special event this
Saturday. 
See you at the Market!
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Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 
E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. kaitlingroup.com

For more information visit our website at

All suites include expansive Balconies or Terraces

DOWNTOWN AURORA
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BONUS OFFER

Construction will begin very soon at CENTRO.
As a special pre-construction bonus, The Kaitlin Group is proud to offer a builder incentive program 
for selected suites sold by September 17, 2012.

CENTRO is a chic and intimate 6-storey residence with just 74 suites with 9ft and 10ft ceiling 
heights and expansive balconies and terraces.

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm. 
Friday by appointment. 

Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm

call 905-503-2063$269,990
 from  Act now! This offer 

won’t last long.

Participants gear up for Terry Fox run on September 16
By Brock Weir

People across Aurora
will be enjoying the late
summer and early
autumn weather this
month walking and run-
ning for various good
causes, including the
perennial Terry Fox Run.
Now in its 32nd year of

raising money for cancer
research, runners and
walkers wanting to make
a difference will take over
Sheppard’s Bush
Conservation Area on
Sunday, September 16.
Participants in the

Aurora event will be join-
ing like-minded people
across the province as
they walk and run in hon-

our of  Terry Fox, the man
who inspired Canadians
in 1980 in his Marathon of
Hope.
The Aurora Terry Fox

Run is being organized for
the first time this year, in
part, by Tamara Van
Bakel. Ms. Van Bakel has
participated in the local
relay for many years,
assisting her uncle Hank
in various aspects of  the
organization from putting
up signs to marshalling
the crowds, but this year
she is taking a more
hands-on approach.
“[Hank] has been

involved with organizing
this run for a number of
years, and through high
school he would often ask

myself  and my siblings if
we had any time to volun-
teer or help out mar-
shalling or selling t-
shirts, so it has always
been something that has
been on my radar,” Ms.
Van Bakel told The
Auroran. “This year he
asked me if  I might mind
committing a bit more
time to helping coordi-
nate things and raise
awareness and I jumped
right on board with it.
The Terry Fox Run is a
wonderful thing.”
Since gaining more

responsibility with the
planning, Ms. Van Bakel
has largely been spending
her time raising aware-
ness through visual and

social media, reaching out
directly to local sports
teams and running clubs,
and other groups that
have aligning interests
with the Run. 
“Instead of  going to

your regular Sunday
morning run,” she said of
her pitch to the running
groups, “bring your $10
and come to Sheppard’s
Bush and do the run to
raise money for cancer
research.”
But, she added, sum-

mer is always a bit of  a
stumbling block in trying
to raise awareness of  a
cause.
“I have found that peo-

ple are really on board to
help with it and it is a bit
of  a difficult time in that
we’re trying to promote it
at the end of  summer
when people are often on
vacation or they’re get-
ting ready for the whole
back to school thing with
getting kids ready to go off
wherever,” she said.
“People, I have found
though, are very much
willing to listen and are
very much supportive of
the entire event overall.
We’ll see what the num-
bers are the weekend of  –
the reception has been
very warm and welcom-
ing.”
The Terry Fox Run has

been a mainstay on the
Canadian stage, raising
money for innovative can-
cer research since 1980,
and by last year alone had
invested $27.5 million into

research. This broke
down into $15.6 million
for “Discovery” research
(“fundamental science,
cure-oriented biomed-
ical”), “translational”
research (“moving discov-
eries from the laboratory
in the clinic more quickly
to impact patients”), and
$1.4 in training future
research leaders.  The
Terry Fox Foundation
itself  has raised over $600
million worldwide.
In 2011, money raised

by the Terry Fox
Foundation for research
has gone into a number of
key projects. These
include “tricking” resist-
ant cancer cells into com-
mitting suicide” in what
they describe as the use of
viruses causing a “thera-
peutic chain reaction”
replicating inside the cell,
killing it, and passing it
on. Their efforts have also
gone into new gene
research to halt breast
cancer progression, new
treatments for leukemia,
and mapping genetic
links between rare can-
cers.
According to the Terry

Fox Run, 84 cents of  every
dollar goes to cancer
research and their efforts
branch out to over 9,000
volunteer-led runs which
have no entry fee, no min-
imum pledge, and no
sponsorship. Regardless
of  how much the Aurora
run raises, however, it is
clear that for Ms. Van
Bakel it is simply looking

forward to the run itself.
“I think what we would

love to have is just more
faces out there,” she said.
“Year after year you see
the same people coming
out to support it, which is
tremendously rewarding,
but it is also great to see
some new faces and get-
ting young people out
there doing it is the main
thing. We’re happy with
whomever comes and
whatever happens, but
we’re always looking to
make it bigger and to
reach more people and to
know about it in the hopes
they will show up and be
with us the day of  the run.
“It’s a great opportuni-

ty to get outside, get a bit
of  exercise, maybe meet
some people. You can
bring your pets. It’s going
out for a Sunday morning
walk or jog and at the
same time we’re raising
money for a cause which
has probably touched
everybody. It’s a nice way
to spend a Sunday morn-
ing and if  you get to do
the world a bit of  good at
the same time, why not?”

The Aurora Terry Fox
Run gets underway at the
soccer fields at Sheppard’s
Bush Conservation Area
on Industrial Parkway
South on Sunday,
September 16. Registration
for the 2km and 5km relays
begin at 8.30 a.m. with a 10
a.m. start time. For more
information, call 905-822-
4120.

city’s bylaws.”
Judy Marshall, executive

director of  the Aurora
Chamber of  Commerce, who
also attended the meeting,
said, however, that a survey
of  a small sampling of  mem-
bers found that business
owners’ issues did not stem
from the Town’s sign bylaws,
but from the landlords who
were often keeping a tight
rein on their landscape. 
Landlords, she added,

would be interviewed in the
future to get their tack on the
matter. Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe added that he didn’t
feel the issue was with the
sign bylaw, and Councillor
Thompson said the issue

stemmed from communica-
tion, but EDAC member
Bruce Walkinshaw dis-
agreed.
“Based on what I have

learned over the years, there
are a lot of  retailers who
aren’t happy about the
length of  time they can have
their sign out and where you
can only have one sign per
plaza,” he said. “That’s
restrictive. I would like to see
us get more in line with
municipalities that are
around us. 
“One of  our key objec-

tives as a Town is to promote
the small business communi-
ty because they’re very
important economically to
the Town and part of  our

responsibility is to help them
build their businesses as
much as we can.”
Anthony Ierullo, the

Town’s Manager of  Strategic
Initiatives, took note of  the
comments and said the
municipal review of  the sig-
nage bylaw would consider
the stance of  Newmarket,
Richmond Hill, and other
like communities to chart
the way forward.
“[They will look] at 

comparators around us,” he
said. “That analysis in terms
of  how we fare with
Newmarket and Richmond
Hill and the other municipal-
ities that we compete with
will happen as part of  that
review. “ 

From page 10

Review of sign bylaw is underway at Town Hall
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