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CMCA
AUDITED

By Brock Weir

Did former Aurora mayor Phyllis
Morris breach the Municipal Conflict of
Interest Act when she launched her $6
million lawsuit against local bloggers
Bill Hogg, Richard Johnson and
Elizabeth Bishenden in October 2010?

That was one of  the primary ques-
tions on the table when Ms. Morris
appeared in court with Aurora resident
George Hervey on Friday for the hear-
ing in Mr. Hervey's case against her for
an alleged breach in the act. 

Mr. Hervey launched a legal action
against Ms. Morris in May 2011 alleging
Ms. Morris' participation in a
September 14, 2010 closed session
Council meeting which lead to the law-
suit, a meeting in which she did not
declare a pecuniary interest, constitut-

ed a breach in the act, a claim which Ms.
Morris strongly denies. 

Arguing the case in Newmarket
Superior Court on Friday on behalf  of
Mr. Hervey was Jill Copeland, who said
it is important for the court to consider
the limited information that was before
the public about this closed session
meeting, Ms. Morris' participation in
the meeting, the evidence of  those who
also participated, and the chronology of
the case.

Ms. Copeland said that evidence
given in affidavits and through cross-
examinations by current and former
councillors Wendy Gaertner, Evelina
MacEachern, Al Wilson, as well as cur-
rent Aurora CAO Neil Garbe and Town
Clerk John Leach indicated that a poten-
tial lawsuit was one of  the items up for
discussion in the closed session meet-

Continued on page 22

Arguments begin 
in Morris conflict suit

ENTER THE DRAGONS
Team Aurora, the team in green in the foreground, bested Team Seneca in one heat Saturday at the Toromont CAT Dragon Boat Festival at Seneca College’s King Campus.
During the event, the United Way of York Region announced its 2012 campaign goal of $8.26 million for the year. The Dragon Boat Festival featured over 40 teams 
representing municipalities, companies, and community groups from across York Region and they paddled away all in good fun for the ultimate prize – and to raise 
a few bucks for the cause. The Aurora Avengers took first place in the Municipal Challenge class.  For more on the Dragon Boat festival, please see Page 11.
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Acclaimed Aurora artist Dorothy Clark McClure, who made it her mission to document
Ontario’s heritage through art, died Sunday at Southlake Regional Health Centre. Ms.
Clark McClure, pictured above in front of the Wells Street School, which she document-
ed many times, received many accolades municipally and provincially for her work on
behalf of art and heritage throughout her long career. She was named Aurora’s Citizen
of the Year in 2008 and was a long-time friend to The Auroran. A memorial service for
Ms. Clark McClure will be held at Thompson Funeral Home (530 Industrial Parkway
South) this Friday, August 24, at 2 p.m. "She was not only a prodigious talent, but a
great advocate for the arts," said Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. "Aurora is proud that she made
her home here. She will be missed."                                      Auroran photo by David Falconer

REMEMBERING DOROTHY CLARK McCLURE



THURSDAY, AUGUST 23
The Aurora Cultural Centre will host the
second of  two free, family friendly "Star
Parties" this afternoon from 1 - 4 p.m. at
the Aurora Cultural Centre. Drop in and
paint three specially created bisque-fired
stars, created and donated to the Centre
by the Pine Tree Potters' Guild. One of
your stars is to take home. The other two
will be placed on sale this December in
support of  the Centre's annual Starr,
Starry Night fundraiser. All proceeds
raised in December will support ongoing
programming initiatives. Painting tips
and techniques will be guided by the
Centre's art instructor Helen Rodroguez.
It is a good idea to wear something art-
ready - painting can be messy fun. No
advance registration is required. For
more information, contact the Centre at
905-713-1818 or visit www.auroracultural-
centre.ca. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25
The Aurora Historical Society and
Hillary House will host "Camp Map It!
Olympics" the third and final event of
Camp Hillary for kids ages seven - 11. Cost
is $15 for the day or $35 for all three
camps. Pre-registration is required and
there is a maximum of  20 kids per camp.
Camp runs from 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. For
more information, contact the Aurora
Historical Society at 905-727-8991. (Rain
Date: September 2)
MONDAY, AUGUST 27
Trinity Anglican Church’s “Clothes
Closet” will hold its Grand Re-Opening
today from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. in its new loca-
tion at 79 Victoria Street (lower level). All
money raised through their sale of  gently
used family clothing, shoes, and coats
goes right back to helping people in need
in the Aurora community. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 28
The Windfall Ecology Centre will hold the
seminar Solar 101 – What You Need to
Know About the Feed in Tariff  (FIT 2.0)
Program tonight at 6 p.m. at its office at
93A Industrial Parkway South. Join our
Solar Advisors to explore the basics of
solar energy and learn about the new
rules for Ontario's Feed-In-Tariff  pro-
grams. Discover the benefits of  communi-
ty power and examples of  successful proj-
ects around the world.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
Eating Disorders of  York Region
(EDOYR) will host the Stages of  Change
Workshop with Flora Svinarenko this
evening from 6.30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at their
central offices at 15213 Yonge Street (Ste.
15, in the Old Post Office Building. Are
you ready to explore the possibility of
change? If  so, discover where you are in
your journey of  recovery. Stages of
Change will help you explore the changes
that you are seeking. In a safe and confi-
dential setting, the costs and benefits of
changing eating disorder behaviours will
be presented. To register, call 905-886-6332
or email info@eydor.com. 

* * * * 
The ESL Conversation Group resumes
today at the Aurora Public Library from 1
– 3 p.m. in the Lebovic Room. ESL stu-
dents are welcome to join this free contin-
uing adult English conversation program
offered by a facilitator from the York
Catholic District School Board. By prac-
ticing everyday conversations, you will
learn new vocabulary and improve punc-
tuation and speaking skills. Meetings take
place Tuesdays and Thursdays.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
The Evergreen Choir starts its fall season
today. This past year, the Seniors’
Evergreen Choir, under the direction of
Dr. Richard Heinzle, has grown to forty
enthusiastic members. The choir is open
to all members of  the Aurora Seniors’
Centre, and joining in the fun is not diffi-
cult. All you need is a desire to sing, $50.00
for the entire season from September 2012
to June 2013, and a free afternoon every
Wednesday. We have altos, sopranos,
tenors and basses. So whatever range you
sing in, there is a spot for you. Enrollment
will take place at the front desk of  the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West
Way, 905-726-4767 today. We hope to see you
there. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Public Library presents
Money Talk$, a free, informal discussion
group to share ideas and exchange unbi-
ased financial planning information. 7 –
8.30 p.m. in the Magna Room. Moderator
Roger Strong is not affiliated with any
financial institution. There is nothing to
be bought or sold. Tonight’s theme:
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COMING EVENTS

JULY 19 - AUGUST 31
Merk Photography and the Aurora
Cultural Centre present portraits of  giv-
ing in the upper atrium of  the Aurora
Cultural Centre. The exhibition is the
work of  York Region Photographer Karen
Merk and writer Heather Ann Lambert. It
features portraits of  inspirational people
who have given back to their communities
in amazing ways. This year's honourees
include Frank Stronach, Steve Kearley,
Lucille Abate, Rita Theil, Dean Turner,
Nic Ahola, and Steve Forman. For more
information, visit www.merkphotogra-
phy.com.
MONDAYS THROUGH SEPTEMBER
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is a
volunteer group which has represented
York Regional Police locally, provincially
and internationally since 1991.  The cho-
rus is adding a second accompanist to
their present Music Leadership Team.  It
is not necessary to be or have been a police
officer but you should be an accomplished
sight reader who is willing to volunteer
your time as the chorus entertains at sen-
iors’ residences and for various non profit
organizations. Rehearsals are Monday
from 7.30 to 8.30 p.m. at 17250 Yonge Street,
Newmarket.  If  you are interested in being
part of  the chorus family please contact
905-830-0303, ext. 6717 or the chorus super-
visor at 905-727-9676 or by email at mcclen-
ny349@rogers.com for further informa-
tion.
AUGUST 14 – 25
Theatre Aurora presents "Private Lives",
Noel Coward's 1930 romantic comedy.  It
focuses on a divorced couple who discover
that they are honeymooning with their
new spouses in neighbouring rooms at the
same hotel. Despite a perpetually stormy
relationship, they realise that they still
have feelings for each other.  What hap-
pens next? Directed by Sal Aguila and pro-
duced by Natasha Viskosky.  The show
runs August 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 24,
25.  Curtain at 8 p.m.  This is the first show
of  the 2012-13 season, our 55th season.
Visit the Theatre Aurora website
www.theatreaurora.com for further infor-
mation. Tickets are currently available by
buying a season subscription.  Public sale
of  individual show tickets began July 3.
They will be available on-line through the
web-site, by phone at 905-727-3669, by
email at taboxoffice@bellnet.ca or in per-
son at the Theatre. Theatre Aurora is
located at 150 Henderson Drive, Aurora.
AUGUST 17-27
The Aurora Performing Arts Group will
hold auditions for a variety of  roles in
their upcoming production of  Anne of
Green Gables: The Musical. The casting
call includes roles for school kids, particu-
larly dancers and singers. For more infor-
mation For more information, contact the
Aurora Performing Arts Group through
its website at www.auroraperformingarts-
group.com or contact manager Sarah Kyle
at keepsinging@rogers.com.

ON NOW

MOVIES  IN  THE  PARK

Film ratings courtesy of the Ontario FIlm Review Board, 1075 Millwood Road, 1-800-268-6024, www.ofrb.gov.on.ca

ANOTHER EXCITING EVENT BROUGHT TO YOU BY

                          For more information:

Tuesday, August 28, 2012
THE LORAX   (rated G) 

Hickson Park - Borealis Avenue & Conover Avenue 
Generously sponsored by 

Wednesday, August 29, 2012
E.T. (rated PG) 

Aurora Town Park - Wells Street & Mosley Street
Generously sponsored by 

 Visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762

Movies begin at dusk.  Please bring your own lawn chairs and blankets.
** We will gladly accept non-perishable food items for the Aurora Food Pantry**

Thursday, August 30, 2012
THOR  (rated PG)  
Norm Weller Park - at McClellan Way
Generously sponsored by

Investing with Exchange Traded Funds
(ETFs). Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk, 905-727-9494 x.275.
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 6
Chess in the Library! Aurora Public
Library hosts a twice-monthly drop-in
Chess Club. Experienced Chess player or
beginner, come and enjoy playing the
game with like-minded players. Chess sets
provided or bring your own! Space is lim-
ited. 18+ 6 – 9 p.m. in the Lebovic Room.
SEPTEMBER 6 – OCTOBER 6
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church
Street, is proud to present Andrean Art:
An Exhibition of  Paintings from St
Andrew’s College Sept. 6 – Oct. 6. Over 50
fine art pieces from students, Old Boys
and faculty. A rare glimpse into a collec-
tion never before exhibited off  campus.
Opening Reception Sept. 20 from 7 – 9
p.m.; all welcome. Gallery hours: Tuesday
– Friday, 10  a.m. – 4 p.m., Saturday 12 p.m.
– 4 p.m., and during special events. For
info call 905-713-1818 or info@auroracul-
turalcentre.ca.
SEPTEMBER 7 - 9 
Aurora will hold its annual RibFest at
Machell Park at the above dates.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
The Aurora Cultural Centre at the Aurora
Farmer's Market presents the Ontario
Plein Air Society (OPAS) Plein Air
Challenge, with an invitation to local
artists to join this exciting outdoor paint-

ing opportunity in the Aurora Farmer's
Market neighborhood. Register at our
booth at the Market at 8.30 a.m., where
you will receive your map and instruc-
tions. Paint within a designated area from
9 - 11 a.m. Return to the Market in time for
judging; all paintings then available for
sale to the public from 11.30 - 1 p.m. Free
registration for members of  the OPAS; $10
fee for all other artists.  For info please
call 905-713-1818, or www.auroracultural-
centre.ca.

* * * * 
Chess in the Library! Aurora Public
Library hosts a twice-monthly drop-in
Chess Club. Experienced Chess player or
beginner, come and enjoy playing the
game with like-minded players. Chess sets
provided or bring your own! Space is lim-
ited. 18+ 1 – 4 p.m. in the Lebovic Room.
SEPTEMBER 8 - 9
The Richmond Hill Live Steamers host
the second of  their 2012 Open House
weekends this weekend from 10.30 a.m. to
4 p.m. The Steamers are a small non-prof-
it hobby club whose members own/oper-
ate/build miniature operating steam and
diesel locomotives. The group will be
offering train rides pulled by miniature
steam or diesel locomotives on their out-
door train track through the woods for
train lovers of  all ages. Snacks and sou-
venirs will be available to purchase.

Continued on page 21



By Brock Weir

Aurora's Kristen Drew
has been a friend to many
throughout the community,
but for students with intel-
lectual challenges, she truly
is a Best Buddy.
The recent graduate of

St. Maximilian Kolbe
Catholic High School was
one of  several recent recipi-
ents of  Neighbourhood
Network's Give Back
Award, a $500 grant to area
high school students which
was founded by Belinda
Stronach while serving as
MP for Newmarket-Aurora. 
Ms. Drew was selected

for her "passion for giving
back" to her community,
particularly through the
Best Buddies program, a
program which encourages
and fosters true friendships
between students with
physical and intellectual
disabilities with others
throughout the school com-
munity. 
"Kristen's volunteer

efforts span from imple-
menting and running the
program, leading events
and meetings and promot-
ing the ideas of  equality
and acceptance within her

school and community,"
said Neighbourhood
Network. "St. Maximilian's
Head of  Special Education
praises Kristen saying that,
'certain students stand out
as leaders throughout their
high school career, but none
more than Kristen Drew.'"
Kristen first got involved

in the Best Buddies pro-
gram as a Grade Nine stu-
dent at Cardinal Carter
Catholic High School. She
joined as a regular member
at Carter, but after transfer-
ring to St. Max for Grade 10
- along with the teacher who
ran the program at their for-
mer school - they decided to
start it up again in their
new digs.
"Since we did it in Grade

Nine and we had such a
great time, we didn't want to
go to St. Max and not be able
to do it," Kristen told The
Auroran.
For Kristen, who eventu-

ally became president of
her school's Best Buddies
chapter, the benefits of  hav-
ing the program within the
schools were clear. 
"It makes [students with

disabilities] feel more con-
nected to and more of  a part
of  the school community

and it helps promote equali-
ty," she said. "When other
students in the school see
the students who have intel-
lectual disabilities being
involved in the community
and an active part of  it, it
makes it seem like there is
less of  a difference and it
makes everyone feel the
same. Everyone is involved
together and there is no dif-
ference between one stu-
dent and another."
Kristen said from a per-

sonal level, however, one of
the biggest benefits of  being
involved is to make some-
one smile and see the joy in
their face. She knew imme-
diately, she said, that this
was a program for her and
had no qualms with the
requirements that you hang
out at least twice a month
with your buddy and call
them regularly.
"Most of  them don't have

very many friends, so hav-
ing one friend and when
you hang out with them, the
joy that it brings them is
such a great feeling inside
that you can make someone
happy."
Giving back to one's com-

munity was a value
instilled in Kristen by her
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PAUL BRANDT HEADLINES HOEDOWN

Canadian country music star Paul Brandt will be
the headliner for next month’s Wild West Hoedown
sponsored by Magna. Brandt, one of  the most
acclaimed artists in this country’s country music
industry was announced last week, along with
Beverley Mahood, Matson Tweed, The Good
Brothers, and Danielle Bourjeaurd. That’s the good
news. The bad news is, unfortunately, that event 
tickets for the September 15 event are now complete-
ly sold out. Tickets, however for the event’s
Prospectors Raffle, with a grand prize of  $75,000
cash, with second and third coming in at $15,000 and
$10,000 respectively are still on sale and available.
Tickets can still be purchased from many of  the 20
community organizations that will share proceeds
from the annual event.  Aurora-based organizations
include the Aurora Minor Hockey Association, the
Aurora Youth Soccer Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters
of  York, Ducks Swimming, Marquee Theatrical
Productions,  and the Optimist Club of  Aurora.

WEEKEND GO SCHEDULE

You asked for it again, so here it is!
As The Auroran reported last month, GO Transit

is currently running a summer pilot project for
weekend GO Train service on its Toronto – Barrie
Line. The pilot, which ends on September 3, has six
trains departing Barrie travelling Toronto-bound
through Aurora over the weekend and the same
number in the opposite direction. Southbound
trains are scheduled to arrive at the  Aurora GO
Station on Wellington Street East Saturdays and
Sundays at 11.06 a.m., 1.29 p.m., 4.21 p.m., 5.46 p.m.,
8.09 p.m., and 11.04 p.m. Heading north? The 
northbound train arrives in Aurora at 12.59 p.m, 3.50
p.m., 6.16 p.m., 7.39 p.m., 10.30 p.m., and 12.59 a.m.

Briefly

DAMIR
VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 
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905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Kristen Drew, a recent graduate of St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School is preparing to head to Wilfrid
Laurier University this fall secure in the knowledge she has made a difference in the school community she is
leaving behind. Ms. Drew recently received a Give Back award from Aurora’s Neighbourhood Network for her
work within the school, particularly her work with the school’s Best Buddies program.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

She's more than a friend - she's a Best Buddy
parents. Although high
school students are required
to perform a minimum of  40
hours of  community service
outside the school walls,
Kristen said she was looking
for something that she want-
ed to do rather than what
she had to do. This is where
Best Buddies came in. 
"When you get into

school, give every council a
chance," she said. Get
involved in the school and it
is a lot of  fin. You join Best
Buddies because you want
to help other people, but it
ends up helping you even
more. It gives you such a
great feeling to join and
know that you are helping
and part of  your school com-
munity, you're helping oth-
ers within your school com-
munity, and you're helping
your school become better. 
"Put everything into it.

As long as you are there and
you enjoy what you're doing
it is not a burden on you."
Now that Kristen has

graduated from St. Max, her
work with persons with dis-
abilities - intellectual or
physical - is far from over.
She will begin her studies
this fall at Wilfrid Laurier
University in Waterloo
working towards a degree in
biology. Her goal is to go into
physiotherapy or rehabilita-
tion fields.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE  FOR  RENT 

15064 Yonge Street, Aurora
Call 905-726-9956 
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Elongated

Soldier killed near Vimy could be added to war
memorial, but more info needed

By Brock Weir

When Aurora native
Earl Casford Garbutt
signed up for military
service in November of
1915, he was going over-
seas to fight for King
and Country in a war
which had been raging
in Europe for over a
year.
Lance Corporal

Garbutt was killed in
action in the Spring of
1917 in "trenches near
Vimy" and now lies in
Villers Station Military
Cemetery near Aix-
Noulette, France.
If  the Aurora Legion

gets its way, Lance
Corporal Garbutt will be
the latest name
engraved on the Aurora
Cenotaph, which hon-

ours the fallen men of
Aurora, King, and
Whitchurch who lost
their lives during both
World Wars.
The fact Mr. Garbutt,

although born in
Aurora, was not memo-
rialized on the cenotaph
was recently brought to
light by researching
relations of  Mr.

Garbutt. His inclusion
on the memorial was up
for discussion at
Council last week. The
addition of  his name,
pending confirmation
he was a resident of
Aurora at the time of
his enlistment, was
approved last week.
In the 21-year-old
Continued on page 8
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Picture for a moment that the
Mayans are wrong and there will still
be a world in January 2013.
While this might be a Doomsday

scenario in itself  according to what
side of  the political spectrum you
might be on, consider new
Republican dream team Mitt Romney
and Paul Ryan strolling merrily down
the steps of  the U.S. Capitol waiting to
be inaugurated as the next leaders of
the United States while the dethroned
Obamas look with the best smiles
they can muster.
For our readers that err on the side

of  the Democrats, please read on. 
By February the government of

our neighbours to the south begins to
take shape. Ambassadors are appoint-
ed, vacant spaces in the Cabinet are
filled and the new President and his
Chief  of  Staff  get down to business
charting out the course of  diplomacy
while foreign governments like
Canada and the United Kingdom fig-
ure out the best way to curry favour. 
Steve and Laureen are the first out

of  the gate, offering to have David and
Sharon roll out the full red carpet for
Mitt and Anne the next time they're in
Ottawa. Next, David and Samantha
Cameron offer to put on the Best of
the British, but the Romney's have
other ideas.
Since the newly-minted First

Couple enjoyed a nice trip to the
London Olympics a few short months
before, they offer the Camerons the
first State Dinner of  their administra-
tion which the British are only too
glad to accept. At the eleventh hour,
the White House Chief  of  Staff
receives an urgent phone call. It's
from the British Ambassador to the
U.S.
"Hello, Ms. Coulter. This is

Ambassador Brooks calling," said the
new appointee to the diplomatic corps
Mr. Cameron was all too eager to get
out of  his hair.
"Yes, hello, Rebekah," replied the

Chief  of  Staff. "What can I do for
you?"
"Well, it's about the upcoming 

Official Visit of  the Prime Minister.”
"Yes,whabout it?"
"Well...you see...we'd like a bit of  

a change in the program."
"What sort of  change?"
"This is going to be a bit awkward,

but we think it would be better if  the
Prime Minister was greeted at the 
airport by a lower-ranking member of
the cabinet."
There is a pause on Ms. Coulter's

end, some muffled sounds as she puts
her hand over the receiver, before 
coming back to earth and asking a sim-
ple, "Why?"
"Remember when President

Romney visited London in July just
before the Olympics?" asked Ms.
Brooks.
"Yes, I was there. Why?"
"President Romney was a bit 

critical of  our planning for the event
while he was in the City and we think
there's a chance that he might be rude
to the Prime Minister."
As ridiculous as it sounds, it seems

this was the reasoning used by 
members of  the Aurora Festival of  the
Arts at the end of  July as they put the
finishing touches on the Aurora jazz+
Festival that would span the long week-
end. Organizers had been all atwitter
for weeks leading up to it as they
spread the word that Michael Chan,
Minister of  Culture and Tourism for
the Province of  Ontario would be visit-
ing the humble festival in Town Park. 
Before rain eventually got in the

way, the grand plans of  greeting
included a tour of  the festival and

speeches made my local dignitaries
and event organizers. What should
have been a boon to the festival, howev-
er, has devolved into a debacle over pro-
tocol of  just who should have been on
hand to greet the representative of  the
Provincial Government.
MP Lois Brown was on hand, of

course, as representative of  the Feds,
so logic - and protocol - dictates that the
Mayor would be on hand to 
welcome the special guest on behalf  of
the Town. It wasn't of  course, an 
official Town event, but it was on his
turf  and in the Town Park. The Mayor
happened to be out of  Town on a long-
planned holiday, so, by the Order of
Precedence set out by the Council
before the Mayor's departure put
Councillor and Deputy Mayor John
Abel next in the pecking order 
followed by Councillor Michael
Thompson. 
Somehow, however, only

Councillors Ballard and Gaertner,
long-time vocal supporters of  the Jazz
Fest represented the Town of  Aurora
in their entourage, while Councillor
Abel took it upon himself  to make his
own introduction to the Minister. 
Granted, Councillor Abel's 

criticisms over the organization of  the
Jazz Festival have been well known,
but he has tempered his criticism at
the Council table with praise as well,
but this is what the AFA chair had to
say on the matter:
"You wouldn't want to have the min-

ister come in and have a Deputy Mayor
or a Mayor be rude to him because they
didn't support the 
festival."
Peasoning like that is not going

to garner any favours from the
Province of  Ontario. It was "proper
protocol", she added, but that was,
in fact, anything but. A Councillor,
as Deputy Mayor, acting on behalf
of  the Top Dog, is not the likeliest
candidate to bend the ear of  a visit-
ing dignitary and insult the very
people who invited him. 
Politics is one thing, professional

decorum is another.

BROCK’S
BANTER

Brock Weir

To submit a letter to the editor please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com – deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m. 
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Trails, Boardwalk are for
sharing: Reader
The other morning my wife and I went for a

walk on the new trail extension by the McKenzie
Marsh. 
Two men from the Parks and Recreation divi-

sion of   Town were working on modifying the bar-
riers to ensure cyclists dismount for the board-
walk. This is obviously a problem. We spoke with
them and found out that cyclists were barely stop-
ping for them as they worked, let alone dismount-
ing for the boardwalk area. 
One cyclist even had the gall to sarcastically

question the value of  what they were doing. 
"It'll just make it harder," he said. 
Make it harder to disregard the civil request to

dismount I guess.
There are enough signs asking cyclists to dis-

mount. This is not exactly a huge intrusion on
them, and one that allows pedestrians to fully
enjoy the marsh, and for wildlife to be less dis-
turbed.
The marsh, boardwalk and trail are for sharing.

Surely cyclists can dismount for a few yards and
do their part to ensure common enjoyment of  this
local treasure.

Rick Doust
Aurora

Community can help
with Strategic Plan
On June 26, the Aurora Council approved, and

authorized staff  to implement, a new Town of
Aurora Strategic Plan. 
There was one last term.  The important differ-

ence, as promised in the March presentation, is
the inclusion of  a quarterly Executive Leadership
Team review, an annual report card and the bi-
annual resident survey - a report card on the annu-
al report cards. 
This is a large assignment. Residents could

help, if  they knew the metrics - the things being
measured, the starting points and the targets in
each of  the 64 strategic objectives.  
Surely the collective wisdom of  the community

can help the process along.

Gordon Barnes
Aurora

No thanks on 
underpasses, Reader
An open letter to Klaus Wehrenberg and the Trails
Committee:

Aurora does not need underpasses. The next time
you have a brainwave take a long walk and forget about
it. Come back when you can raise money for your 
project and not the Aurora taxpayer.

R.W. Hanes
Aurora



This image of Castle Doan,
a long-gone Aurora land-
mark was taken from an
original drawing by late
Aurora artist Dorothy
Clark McClure and fea-
tures on note cards avail-
able from the Aurora
Historical Society. It’s
desc r ip t ion ,  wr i t ten
before its demolition in
1982, reads “Stucco cov-
ered, Castle Doan is
regarded as Aurora’s old-
est surviving house.
Tradition has it that it was
built by an American fur
trader or perhaps as a
shelter for Augustus
Jones’ survey party cut-
ting Yonge Street out of
the wilderness for
Governor Simcoe.” 

Image courtesy of the
Aurora Historical Society
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Canada's Economic Leadership  
Canada's economic track record con-

tinues to set an example for the world.
Last week international credit rating
agency Moody's issued its annual
report on Canada. The report yet again
reaffirmed Canada's top credit rating,
praising Canada's financial position
that has "held up better than most other
top-rated sovereigns." Moody's also
praised Canada's economic resilience,
"demonstrated by very high per capita
income, the large scale of  the economy,
and its diversity, featuring natural
resource industries, a competitive man-
ufacturing sector, and a well-developed
financial and real estate market."
Since July 2009, Canada has created

nearly 750,000 net new jobs (over 90 per
cent full-time and nearly 80 per cent
private sector) - the strongest record in
the entire G-7. Our government
remains focused on what matters to
Canadians: creating jobs, promoting
economic growth and securing long-
term prosperity. 

Women on Boards
Economic Action Plan 2012

announced the creation of  an advisory
council of  leaders from the private and
public sectors to promote the participa-
tion of  women on corporate boards.
Canadian women have high levels of

education and business
experience yet remain
under-represented on
boards of  directors and
in top leadership posi-
tions. They currently
hold only 14.5 per cent of
the board seats in
Financial Post 500 firms
and fully 40 per cent of
these firms have no
women board members
at all. 
Increasing opportuni-

ties for women to serve
on corporate boards makes good busi-
ness sense for Canadian women and for
Canada's economy. The advisory coun-
cil will promote the participation of
women on corporate boards and cham-
pion their leadership. I will be reaching
out in the weeks ahead to business and
community leaders in Newmarket-
Aurora for ideas on how we can best
achieve this goal. I will be welcoming
all suggestions. 

70th Anniversary 
of  the Dieppe Raid

This week marked the 70th
Anniversary of  the Dieppe Raid.  A piv-
otal moment in the Second World War,
the Dieppe Raid occurred at a time
when virtually all of  Europe was under

German occupation.
The battle offered
important lessons that
would assist Allies dur-
ing the D-Day invasion
two years later, saving
countless lives. 

The raid on Dieppe
was a devastating
moment in the history of
the Canadian Armed
Forces. Of  the nearly
5,000 brave Canadians
who participated, less
than half  returned,

many of  whom were wounded. More
than 1,900 of  our finest were taken as
prisoners of  war and 913 made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. This week we remem-
bered the thousands of  selfless
Canadians who fought for our country
and gave thanks to our current mem-
bers of  the Canadian Armed Forces
who serve with great pride and distinc-
tion around the world.

Sahel Crisis Matching Fund
As Parliamentary Secretary to the

Minister of  International Cooperation
I recently announced the the Sahel
Crisis Matching Fund. Until September
30, the Government will match dollar-
for-dollar Canadian donations made to
registered Canadian charities respond-

ing to the humanitarian crisis in West
Africa due to the ongoing drought. The
Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA) will allocate these funds
to established Canadian and interna-
tional humanitarian organizations to
support relief  efforts that will benefit
the people who are most affected by the
food and nutrition crisis. Please visit
www.cida.ca for more information.

Congratulating Canada's
Olympians

Finally, I would like to congratulate
Canada's team at the 2012 Summer
Olympic Games in London. They
offered the world great performances,
and many moments of  glory and pride
for Canada, earning 1 gold, 5 silver and
12 bronze medals. I am especially proud
that our gold medal winner Rosie
MacLennan lives and trains in York
Region. Congratulations as well to the
many coaches, volunteers and family
members who supported our athletes.
Our government recognizes the impor-
tance of  sport and physical activity for
all Canadians and is committed to keep-
ing Canada a leading sport country.
If  you would like to contact me on

these or any other issue, please call 905-
953-7515 or visit my website at
www.loisbrown.ca.  I would love to hear
from you.

I imagine that the last thing any of
you want to think about - or read about
for that matter - during the summer is
provincial politics. But some local elec-
tions are just around the corner with
possibly a general election to come early
next year.
No doubt that you have heard about

the two provincial by-elections that are
set to take place on September 6th in
Kitchener-Waterloo and in Vaughan.
The Kitchener-Waterloo vacancy was

caused this past May by then PC MPP
Elizabeth Witmer accepting a political
patronage appointment from Premier
McGuinty.  
Polls at the time showed the Liberals

with a 7 point lead over the Tories in the
riding. More recent polls show the
Tories up or at least tied with the
Liberals.
The Vaughan seat opened up recently

when Liberal MPP Greg Sorbara
resigned his seat. Polls in this riding
also show a close battle between the
Grits and the Tories.
Although Ms. Witmer has held this

seat since 1990, many feel that it is more
of  an "Elizabeth Witmer" riding that it is
a PC riding, so the Liberals have a good
chance here.
The Conservatives hold the federal

seat in Vaughan and the
PC provincial candidate
ran last time and had a
good showing.
I have not read any of

the local press in the
area where these elec-
toral contests are taking
place, but I would think
the Tories want to con-
centrate on the ORNGE
scandal, the $180M pay-
out to Eastern Power for
terminating their power
contract in Mississauga
during the final days of
the provincial election
campaign last fall, as
well as the government's continuing
struggles with the debt and the provin-
cial deficit.
My prediction is that the Tories will

win both seats by very small margins,
thus denying Premier McGuinty his cov-
eted majority. At the very least, they
should win at least one of  the seats. Not
winning any would be a disaster for PC
Leader Tim Hudak and his team.
If  the PCs do win the two seats then I

believe that they would try and force a
general election right after the spring
2013 Budget. They have been recruiting

candidates, slowly
developing policy and
trying to gather a war
chest for the next elec-
tion. 
But the Tories can-

not force an election
without help from the
NDP. It will be up to
NDP Leader Andrea
Howarth if  she
believes it is the right
time to strike and win
some vulnerable
Liberal ridings. 
A spring election

would likely be fought
on a couple of  areas:

First, and foremost the economy and
private sector job growth.
As part of  this discussion I really

hope that there is the long overdue
debate on the cost, scope, reach and
delivery of  government.
Second and almost important is ener-

gy policy. The Liberals and Tories have
fundamentally different views on most
items in this sector, from new nuclear
(Tories want them, Liberals most likely
opposed) and renewables (Liberals Feed-
In Tariff  Program, while Tories
adamantly opposed).

There is another issue that really is a
ticking time bomb, and as tax payers,
will ultimately affect all of  us, and thus
deserves to become part of  the electoral
cycle discourse: public sector pensions.
As a recent Toronto Star story men-

tions, "both private and government-
sponsored pension plans across the
country are facing deficits as a result of
falling stock market returns, historical-
ly low interest rates and changing demo-
graphics".
In a lot of  cases, defined pension

plans don't have enough money to cover
the plan's obligations to retirees. The
amount of  this unfunded liability is
huge.
The experts tell us that there are a

number of  solutions to the issue includ-
ing increasing the age of  retirement and
have employers and employees con-
tribute equally.
A thorough discussion of  this issue is

needed.
Lots of  politics to think about as we

head into the fall, that's for sure.
But for now, go back to your summer

barbecues and working on that golf
game.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.
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The Aurora Post Office will be clos-
ing its doors at the end of the busi-
ness day on Friday, August 17. 
Will you miss the service?

(A) Yes

(B) No

(C) We’ll See
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Deputy Mayor responds to Jazz+ Festival comments...
(Re: Jazz+ Fest gets

provincial seal of
approval. August 14,
2012)

I would like to address
puzzling and inaccurate
comments made on page 15
of  the Auroran last week by
Jazz+Festival organizer
Sher St. Kitts. 

I believe Ms. St. Kitts has
me confused with someone
else when she accuses me of
"putting things in the paper
that were negative and
untruthful about the festi-
val." The Town of  Aurora
has engaged in ongoing
debates about how to sup-
port the Jazz+ Festival. In
all of  these debates, com-
ments that I made in the
newspapers have been posi-
tive and supportive. Any
claims to the contrary are
both disingenuous and mis-

leading.
This year I enjoyed all

three days of  the festival. I
saw 17 different acts,
bought food, drinks and art-
work. Altogether, I spent
$400. I also attended the
fundraiser and sent Twitter
messages 15 times to help
in its promotion. 

In the article Ms. St.
Kitts further suggests that
"if  you don't support [the
festival], once it does well,
you just can't come and be
the glad-hander."  

Frankly this statement
is baffling. Councillor
Sandra Humfryes and I
attended each day of  the
festival. Councillor Wendy
Gaertner volunteered at the
gate for two days.
Councillor Chris Ballard
also attended and was pres-
ent to meet MP Lois Brown
and Minister of  Tourism

and Culture, Michael Chan
when they arrived for the
festivities.

Being a "glad-hander"
suggests both insincerity
and opportunism. 

The facts overwhelming-
ly prove otherwise. 

Here are a few of  the
things the Town has provid-
ed to support the
Jazz+Festival: advertizing
on the Town's Notice Board
and electronic display
boards, use of  the Town
Hall to distribute advertiz-
ing material, event listing
on Town's website, permis-
sion to fence-in the public
park for controlled access,
permitting vendors to oper-
ate and create thousands of
dollars in revenue, use of
the baseball diamond with
lights, dozens of  extra pic-
nic benches from other
parks and the use of  the

Aurora Borealis Winter
Festival Lights.

If  this is not considered
support, I'm not sure what
is. 

If  a perceived lack of
support is why the Mayor
and members of  Aurora
Town Council were not
invited to greet MP Lois
Brown and Minister Chan,
as Ms. St. Kitts seems to
suggest, it is extremely
regrettable. In any situa-
tion, much less one where
the Town is providing so
many amenities, an invita-
tion should have been
extended. Frankly, not
doing so is unconscionable. 

Ms. St. Kitts goes on to
mention that "you wouldn't
want to have the Minister
come in and have a Deputy
Mayor or a Mayor be rude
to him because they didn't
support the festival." 

This is both negative and
completely unfounded. I am
not a rude person and nei-
ther is the Mayor. I did have
the opportunity to intro-
duce myself  to Minister
Chan at the festival. I wel-
comed him on behalf  of  the
Mayor and Council to the
festival in our historic
Town Park. I followed up
with an official letter from
the Mayor's Office thanking
the Minister for his visit
and support. In doing so, I
also highlighted the ongo-
ing support the Town of
Aurora provides for arts
and culture in our commu-
nity.

The Town of  Aurora has
many successful events

each year. It is part of  what
makes our community
great. 

If  the Jazz+Festival
executive chooses not to
accept offers of  support
from the Town, as it did
with respect to using the
Town logo in their promo-
tions, that is their choice.
Suggesting that the Town is
not supportive and using
this as justification for
excluding Council mem-
bers from participating is
both insincere and provides
false information to our 
residents.

Deputy Mayor 
John Abel

Aurora   

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 

Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.

www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

MONDAY NITE HOCKEY 
REGISTRATION

NAME: __________________________________________

POSITION:  ____________________________PHONE:____________
EMAIL REQUIRED:_________________________________

Complete application and drop off to: 
Doug Adair at REC CYCLE N’ SPORTS 

15483  Yonge St., Aurora 

Make cheque payable to Monday Nite Hockey for $395.00

�e Annual REC SPORTS, Monday Nite Hockey League SALE... 
Monday, December 3, 2012 - Mark your calendars!

For returning players only

DEADLINE for CHEQUES and REGISTRATION IS
Monday, SEPTEMBER 3, 2012

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

…as does the Mayor himself
I am very pleased that

the Jazz+Festival was suc-
cessful again this year. 

Congratulations to
everyone who helped
organize this great week-
end event. From all
accounts everyone had a
good time, even if  the
weather did not fully co-
operate. 

It was also great to
hear that this year's festi-
val was attended by MP
Lois Brown and MPP
Michael Chan, Minister of
Tourism and Culture. It is
always gratifying to see
The Town of  Aurora pro-
filed so prominently and
so positively. 

It was quite perplex-
ing, however, to see com-
ments on page 15 of  The
Auroran by Jazz+ Festival
organizer Sher St. Kitts
that seem to question the
professionalism of
Deputy Mayor John Abel
and me.

I would like to take this
opportunity to address
these comments.

Ms. St. Kitts is quoted
as saying, "You wouldn't
want to have the Minister
come in and have a
Deputy Mayor or a Mayor
be rude to him because
they didn't support the
festival." 

Although not named

specifically, the implica-
tion is that Deputy Mayor
Abel or I would be rude to
a provincial minister
based on an assumed level
of  support for an event
being held in Aurora.

Deputy Mayor Abel
has always conducted
himself  professionally
and courteously. His sup-
port of  community events
is nothing short of  exem-
plary.

As for me, I can assure
Aurora residents that on
the many occasions that I
have met with Minister
Chan, numerous other
ministers and Premier
Dalton McGuinty, that I

have never - nor shall I
ever - be rude.

As Mayor of  The Town
of  Aurora, I represent our
residents, Town Council
and Regional Council. It
is my duty to put my best
foot forward and always
present a positive and pro-
fessional impression of
our great Town.

Even when it is not a
matter of  protocol, I
always conduct myself
courteously and profes-
sionally simply through
good manners.

Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe

Aurora

Summer is the wrong time to test weekend GO service
We have just read the

article in The Auroran
that reports on the
"trial" GO Transit trav-
el on weekends, and
note that this is the
first we have ever heard
of  this new service,
which seems to be in
trouble from the start.  

Whose bright idea
was it to conduct a test
of  this sort during the
height of  the holiday
season? It seems that it
was doomed from the
start. 

We are among many
Aurora residents whom
I'm sure would love to

have such a service for
going into Toronto for
shopping, shows and
other events, but in
mid-summer, the likeli-
hood of  many people
using it is small.  

A winter schedule
that caters to shoppers
and event-goers would

work, I'm sure.  We
would certainly be occa-
sional users and I hope
Aurorans generally get
behind this.  And you
should publish the
schedules as well.

Stuart MacPherson
and Shelley Rosen

Aurora

Doggie 
cupcakes 
help 
doggies in
need

On Wednesday of  this
week, my kids Alison and
Cameron (both deliver The
Auroran)  ran a Lemonade
and Cupcake stand for the
OSPCA.  We adopted Oatie, a
rescue pup, in January, and
my daughter, after seeing the
work they do, really wanted
to help out.

So they both home-baked
cupcakes with doggie faces
on them, and set up their
stand in front of  our house
on Orchard Heights. The 
benefit of  being on a busy
street was they raised a
grand total of  $134, which
Alison will now use to buy
supplies the OSPCA needs.

Kent Mills
Aurora
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Arthritis Relief Workshop to Reveal    
Effective Natural Ways to Feel Better

Advertorial

If  you suffer from
Arthritis you need to be
aware of  exciting new dis-
coveries that can prevent
years of  pain, suffering,
immobility and frustration. 
You may have told your

doctor you suffer with one
or more of  the following:
sore, stiff  knees, painful
achy hips, low back pain,
mid back pain, neck stiff-
ness or stiff  sore joints.
You may find that your

pain or stiffness affects
your work, housekeeping,
leisure activities, exercise,
sports or other activities.
You go to the drug store or
to your doctor and get pills
to help relieve your pain.
But you find the pain keeps
coming back. 
So you go back, again

and again, and get the same
or different drugs to make
you feel better, but you find
you do not expeirence 
lasting relief. The doctor
may refer you to a specialist
who may tell you that sur-
gery is needed or is an
option for you.
However, many people

are hesitant to have surgery
given its invasive nature.  It
is important to know that
although surgery is some-

times necessary, it is consid-
ered a last resort in most
cases. 
You are likely frustrated

by having to suffer with the
come and go pain but may
also be concerned on your
dependency on the pills and
their possible side effects.
You may have heard that
there are serious health
risks associated with chron-
ic use (or overuse) of  pain
pills or anti-inflammatory
drugs that include damage
to the liver, kidneys and gut.
Although the pain

killing or anti-inflammato-
ry drugs are  designed to
numb the pain they do not
correct the underlying root
causes of  the pain. 
Medical doctors largely

focus on medications to give
relief  but sufferers need to
be aware that there are
additional choices available
for many cases of  arthritis
that are effective, modern,
and safe. These natural
approaches have helped
many sufferers improve
their lives dramatically.
To help sufferers an

upcoming  workshop is
being provided on Arthritis
relief. This eye opening
information has helped

countless sufferers to feel
better, have more mobility,
increased flexibility and
vastly improved function.
Many sufferers have

found the information has
led them  to remarkable
improvements  in perform-
ing daily activities that
include sports and athletics,
leisure activities, house-
keeping tasks, work duties
and taking care of  their
kids.

In many cases, sufferers
have found that they been
able to avoid unnecessary
surgery.

As a community serv-
ice. This workshop is free.
The workshop will be held
on Wed., Aug 29 from 7:30
pm – 9:00 pm. at the King
West Wellness Centre 141
King Rd., Unit 10,
Richmond Hill. Seating is
limited.
To make reservations

call  877-334-2785.

“These natural 
approaches have 

helped many 
sufferers improve

their lives dramatically.”

Pickle Ball didn't just
happen at the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre. It was
introduced by James
Alberga, an avid player of
this and several other ball-
related games. Recently, he
won gold at the York Region
55+ Summer Games. 
Using his knowledge and

skills, he also helped lead
Minoo Nejad into the gold
winners circle in June.
They met at Magna,

which has several ball
courts where community teams meet to
practice and compete.
James has a lengthy history in ball

sports including table tennis, badminton,
and cricket. In 1967, he won the regional
table tennis championship while studying
at Portsmouth College of  Technology in
England. As well, he captured a few titles
in badminton.
He first learned Pickle Ball in east

Toronto and when it was introduced to the
Newmarket Seniors' Centre. Soon after he
brought it to Aurora, he was asked by the
Ontario Senior Games Association to
become their Ambassador for York Region.
He is also a member of  the Pickle Ball
Association of  Ontario.
Through his efforts, the game is quickly

making inroads into the area.
"We're hoping to get space in other cen-

tres," he says, "because a
lot of  people have taken to
Pickle Ball." 
Not all are interested in

competing, however. 
"Pickle Ball is very

addictive," he adds. 
Why does he compete?
"It's great exercise and

fun," he says, "but I go into
the competitions because I
win."
Watching and analyz-

ing other players enables
him to improve his own

game. "I see what I'm doing wrong and fix
it."
Although he still has an interest in the

other ball sports, he is now limited to
Pickle Ball.
"It's easier because I now have problems

with my shoulders and neck. Rather than
serving overhand, you can do it under
hand and below the waist."
His handicap doesn't stop him from

playing as much as possible. He scatters his
games to Scarborough, Bolton, Oshawa,
Newmarket as well as Aurora, totaling five
to six games a week.
What tips can he offer other players?
"I went in with a positive attitude," he

says of  going into the competition. "You
focus on your partner's strengths and
weaknesses and play to them.
Communication is important. Don't be too

James Alberga proved to be an excellent mentor for Minoo Nejad in the art of
Pickle Ball. They entered the York Region 55+ Summer Games this year and both
came home with gold medals.

Auroran photo by Sylvia Dickens

Winning senior brings Pickle Ball to Aurora and mentors others 

SENIOR

SCAPE
Sylvia Dickens

predictive. Change up your methods."
A lifelong sports fanatic herself, Minoo

Nejad says, "I soon fell in love with the
game after James helped explain it to me.
He gave me advice, and so did other peo-
ple."
During games, "He would cover up our

weaknesses. He had strength. I admire
him, his character, his playing." 
"I love exercise. When we were young

[in Iran], we didn't have much time for
sports other than horseracing and show
jumping," she says.

Her schooling was a priority as far as
her parents were concerned. 
"Then when I was studying [for a]

Master of  International Economics in
India, I played tennis. I also like bad-
minton, but Pickle Ball is more fun."
When James suggested she enter the

55+ games, she agreed and won the silver
last year and the gold this year.
"You learn a lot watching the high level

players," she adds. "There's a lot to learn,
but it's not difficult. You just need to prac-
tice. I'm aiming to be the best in this game
because I love it. I'm very addicted to it."
If  you're looking for a physical activity

and are good on your feet, James and
Minoo encourage you to try Pickle Ball
just for fun or to exercise your competitive
spirit.

By Brock Weir

They have been a
blight on the road for
many drivers for over
five years, but the chi-
canes in Aurora's
northeast quadrant
have finally had their
day.
The chicanes, which

were installed on
Walton Drive and Mark
Street in 2007, could be
removed as early as this
fall after Council
approved their removal
last Tuesday.
The move came after

extensive debate over
the years at the Council
table on the merits of
the traffic calming
measures in the area,
which also includes
speed humps, one way
streets, traffic divert-
ers, and time restricted
access, as well as sur-
veys of  residents to
find out what they
thought about their
effectiveness in reduc-
ing both traffic volumes
and speeds in the her-
itage neighbourhood. 
Council's unanimous

approval will see the
chicanes removed and
replaced with speed
cushions on Walton and
Mark which will cost
about $51,000.
According to Ilmar
Simanovskis, Aurora's
Director of
Infrastructure, their
removal "satisfies a
considerable compo-
nent of  northeast and
outside northeast resi-
dents who identified
the preference of
removal of  chicanes."
He also said it would
increase the safety of
motorists, enable snow
removal, and require
less ongoing mainte-
nance.
"Some residents were

reporting that...they
thought actual or near
misses of  crashes had
gone up, that the danger
to pedestrians and
cyclists had gone up
and the difficulty of
leaving your driveway
had gone up," said
Councillor Paul Pirri in
favour of  the recom-
mendation, citing the
result of  extensive sur-

veys on the feelings of
quadrant residents and
residents of  the sur-
rounding area. "I think
removing the chicanes
would do a lot to allevi-
ate the concerns of  the
residents on Walton
and Mark and it would-
n't have much of  an
impact to residents of
Spruce and Catherine,
so I think it is the right
way to do it."
From the perspective

of  Councillor Michael
Thompson, one only
needed to talk to the
residents themselves to
know that the chicanes
were not working in the
area.
"They weren't neces-

sarily slowing down
traffic within that
area," he said. "What
residents were observ-
ing was that people
would just go down the
centre of  that road and
bypass the chicanes
themselves. I heard res-
idents say that school
buses can't go through
the chicanes at the
same time as regular

Chicanes in N.E. Aurora to come out by year’s end

Continued on page 9
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The winner will be drawn from 
all the correct responses received. 

The promotion ends August 27, 2012

A random draw will be held 
at the newspaper’s o�ce 
on August 28, 2012.

To participate, you must be 
19 years of age or older.

Write the number corresponding 
to each name in the space provided. 

Please drop o� or mail the participation 
coupon in an envelope to: 

Play for 6 weeks 
for a chance to 

win $250*

Know Your Merchants Contest

Keep this participation coupon –you have six weeks to �gure out all the names for the draw. 
Must be 19 years of age or older

STEVEN HO
Chinook 

ELISE DESJARDINS
T.H. Oliver 

RANDY WINSTONE
McAlpine

LINDA MAUNDER
Maunder’s Food Shop

SOPHI GEORGOPOULIS
Jonathan’s

DOUG ADAIR
Rec Sports

RAZ KHAMISSA 
Omars

BOB CLUBINE
Home Hardware 
LEE HURST
Hurst Bakery 

BRANDON PELUSO
Highland 

INGRID KULBACH
fraktals Chocolates

STEVE DAVIES
Harvest Meats 

CHRIS ISSARIS
T.C’s Restauranrt

FARZIN ANSARI
Play It Again Sports
WILLIAM YANG
Bonsai Hill 

DIANA BLANK
Happy Hearing 

PETER VIRTANEN
State Farm

DAMIR VRANCIC
Vrancic Law

BRIAN NORTH
Ellis Studios

ALFREDO TAMBURINI
A & F Hair 

DAVID MINTZ
Edward Street 

LENARD LIND
L.H. Lind Realty Ltd.

HOWIE BERMAN
Crystal White Cleaners

LISA OLIVER
Maid To Shine

Can you
identify 
any of
these 
people?

11 22 33 44 55 66

77 88 99 1010 1111 1212

1313 1414 1515 1616 1717 1818

1919 2020 2121 2222 2323 2424

Military records, like the one above, list Earl Garbutt’s
birthplace as Aurora, and his father living near
Campbellford, but do not indicate his place of 
residence by the time he entered service in the First
World War. (Document: Ancestry.ca)

Questions remain on Garbutt’s residency in 1915
bank clerk's enlistment
papers, however, while
it indicates he was born
in Aurora on June 17,
1894, it indicates it was
signed in Belleville, ON.
It also lists his father,
H.C. Garbutt of
Warkworth, ON - a
small community near
Campbellford - as his
next of  kin.
During discussions

last week, Councillor
Sandra Humfryes
hailed the discovery of
Garbutt's origins and
service records as
"incredible" and said it
would be a "great hon-
our" to have his name
included. But there was,
however, a "cruicial"
piece of  information
missing, according to
Councillor Evelyn
Buck.
"We know from

research [he] was born
in Aurora and lived his
early years in Aurora,
but the critical informa-
tion is where did he live
at the time he was
killed?" said Councillor
Buck. "That would be
where his name would
appear on a war memo-
rial, where he lived at a

time he was sent off  to
die for his country. I
wouldn't lose any sleep
over it, but I think most
men who fell during the
war, their names
appeared on a cenotaph
somewhere. They
shouldn't be on two.
"It's important to me

because I have a name,
an uncle's name, on a
war memorial and a
brother's name on a sec-
ond war memorial, both
of  them 22, so it means
something to me that
the name should be
where it should be. It's
not a thing I take light-
ly."
Finding out just

where Mr. Garbutt
hailed from in
November 1915 and
whether his name
appears on any addi-
tional war memorials
and cenotaphs is some-
thing which Town Staff
have been tasked with
finding out before they
take local stone
engraver Denis Giles up
on his offer to provide
his stonework at no cost
to the Town. 
The addition of  Mr.

Garbutt to the Aurora
cenotaph was officially

endorsed by the Col.
Fred Tilston Branch of
The Royal Canadian
Legion at the end of
June. For some mem-
bers of  Council, this
endorsement was a good
enough reason to go for-
ward.
"I think [whether or

not he is named on
another memorial] is a
good question to ask
them, but I trust their
process as well in terms
of  what they think is
appropriate and they
did their due diligence
that this is the right
thing to do," said
Councillor Michael
Thompson. "I trust
their due diligence. The
fact that this person
was born in Aurora and
has a birth certificate
does lend credence that
he should be on the
Aurora Cenotaph."
Added Councillor

Chris Ballard: "In the
letter from the Legion,
it says, 'and being a res-
ident of  the Town of
Aurora,' so I took that to
mean he was a resident
of  the Town of  Aurora
when he died. The infor-
mation was presented
to the Royal Canadian

Legion. It doesn't say a
'resident in his youth'
or 'having been born in
Aurora', but I read this
that he was a resident."
Although some

Councillors said they
were reluctant to defer
this to seek further
information in case it
put the plan to engrave
the name in time for
Remembrance Day com-
memorations in
November in jeopardy,
they pressed on and
approved it pending
confirmation of  the
information.
"The memorial was-

n't built for several
years after the First
World War," said
Councillor Evelyn
Buck. "I believe there
were 27 men from
Aurora, King, and
Whitchurch - a small
Town of  27 men - and it
is hardly likely that any
name would be over-
looked at that time.
"The government

records would be very,
very precise. Is his
name on a cenotaph
anywhere else? Should
it be on two? I think it
should be absolutely
accurate."

From page 3



cars so often they stop. I know in the report before
us the school board actually thinks their delivery
times will improve with the removal of  the chi-
canes as well, so conversely, if  school buses have
an issue I wonder if  the fire department would
have an issue as well traversing the area."
The safety of  residents and drivers dominated

much of  the discussion around the Council table
regarding the chicanes at last week's meeting.
Councillor Sandra Humfryes said that that was
one of  her main concerns in favour of  replacing
them with speed cushions, the Central York Fire
Services has said - and they told residents at an
open house on the issue in May - that these traffic
calming measures, particularly the chicanes,
result in "varying degrees of  response."
"This was the work of  two Councils and years

of  work from the residents and the consultant,"
added Councillor Wendy Gaertner. "It was a noble
experiment and I am pleased that we, in general,
can admit it wasn't a perfect plan and mistakes
were made and go on from there."
Councillor Evelyn Buck, on the other hand, said

while she was pleased Council was going in the
direction of  removing the chicanes, she would
have preferred to see the traffic diverter on the
table as well. 
Nevertheless, she said, she was satisfied to go

with the flow in supporting the recommendation
on the table but raised some concerns about the
inevitable increased costs of  removing the chi-
canes to the already hefty price tag to put them in.
"The initial cost [of  installation] was estimated

at $100,000, and when it was refined in the public
works, it went down to $86,000," she said of  the
history of  the traffic calming project. "Then it was
$211,000. Contractors do that when they don't want
to do a crazy job like that! We had a chamber full
of  angry residents ready to string me up. I'm not
really glad, because I'm pretty sure a lot of  that
$211,000 was the building of  the chicanes. It gives
me no satisfaction at all to say I told you so
because of  the cost! We're adding another $50,000
to get rid of  them, but nevertheless there isn't any
alternative."
This $50,000, however, could be the sticking

point in determining just when the chicanes will
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Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.

AASSKK UUSS 
AABBOOUUTT TTHHEE HHSSTT

www.tholiver.com  905.727.4258
Service You Can Trust. Since1924

NOW ON!NOW ON!
Call for detailsSale Sale 

 Air Conditioner 

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

Jerry Collins, owner/operator

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

be removed. Although Council has approved their
removal in principle, the funding for the project is
yet to be determined. That figure was one derived
from an RFP in June, so when the Town re-tenders
the project the cost could be a little bit higher. No
matter much higher, however, there still needs to
be a pot to pay for it.
It was initially proposed last week that the fund-

ing be deferred to the 2012 Budget Process which is
slated to begin later in the fall, but judging from
the applause from residents in the audience, there
is a distinct wish to have them removed by winter.
Looking ahead to the budget, Councillors were
reluctant to defer anything which could result in a
delay in getting the chicanes out of  there.
"I think it is important that the decision of  what

to do be clarified tonight and that those directions
be referred to staff  for development and consider-
ation of  the 2013 budget," said Town Treasurer
Dan Elliott. "We'll then develop a budget based on
the design. It is simply the funding mechanism be
referred to the 2013 budget."
Mr. Simanovskis, however, said his department

has been under budget on other capital roads proj-
ects so the money that had been returned from
reserves on those projects could be pulled back
and used to fund the work, paving the way for their
removal and replacement with speed cushions by
the end of  the year.

Town needs to find funding before chicanes are removed

Citizens have mixed feelings over traffic calming future
By Brock Weir

Although residents of
Aurora's northeast
quadrant and the Town
at large had mixed and
divided feelings over
the various traffic calm-
ing measures in the
area, the chicanes were,
unsurprisingly singled
out as the most prob-
lematic.
In a survey of  resi-

dents, which was made
public at an Open House
last May, the majority of
residents both inside
and outside the quad-
rant called for the
removal of  the chicanes
with 45 from inside and
47 from outside the
neighbourhood voting
for their ouster.
This is compared to

40 votes in favour of
removing none of  the
traffic calming meas-
ures from those inside
and just three votes
from people outside. 
While the members of

the public who came
forward at last
Tuesday's Council meet-
ing to address the traf-
fic calming issue
reflected this mixed
opinion on traffic calm-
ing as a whole, it cannot
be said they are going to
be mourning the loss of
the chicanes.
"We have tried to get

traffic calming in that
particular area since
1988," said resident
Michelle Haney-Kileeg.
"We were successful in
the mid-2000s in getting
70 per cent support to
get a plan in place and
the idea was what level
of  inconvenience are
you willing to tolerate
to achieve the traffic
calming? It is just in
some part of  the design
hasn't worked for all the
neighbours. [The inten-
tion of  traffic calming
was] to reduce the
amount of  traffic using
that particular area and
diverting the traffic to
roads that were
designed to handle the
traffic. 
"Being an older part

of  Town, the roads were
not really designed for
that level of  traffic. The

study that lead to the
design showed there
were excessive levels of
traffic for the residen-
tial area and there was
a higher level of  non-
compliance. The safety
factor is a concern due
to vehicular speed, just
the amount of  traffic,
people not stopping at
signs, etc., so the day
the traffic calming was
put into place and the
diversion of  Spruce
and Catherine, it was
almost a surreal experi-
ence. 
"We could talk to our

neighbours from one
driveway to another
driveway. It is not about
kids playing in the
street, it's not about
moving a basketball net
back and forth, it is
actually about people
being able to walk down
a very narrow street
with very narrow side-
walks with relative

safety and if  you go
into that neighbour-
hood today you see the
amount of  pedestrian
traffic."
Ms. Haney-Kileeg

said the neighbourhood
is a particularly "liv-
able" now because of
the successful traffic
calming measures. This
is why, she said, she
would not support the
removal of  the traffic
diversions or one way
streets. But, however,
she supported the sec-
ond option to remove
the chicanes and
replace them with
speed cushions to satis-
fy the majority.
"I think we have

found that traffic calm-
ing has, in fact, been a
success and although
we were told the design
was integral to overall
success, with a little bit
of  give and take, I think
we can continue to

achieve the goal of  traf-
fic calming and reduced
infiltration and have all
neighbours content
with the design."
Gordon Barnes, a

resident of  the neigh-
bourhood for 37 years,
also supported the
removal of  the chi-
canes. Although he said
when traffic calming
was still a concept engi-
neers "convinced some
people" that chicanes
were a "really good
thing", it has been "par-
ticularly unsuccessful
in reducing speed on
Mark Street. 
"I suggest that we say

thank you for getting
this traffic calming
there and we admit it
wasn't all a success and
back up and say, 'Gee,
whiz, let's fix this.'"
Peter Piersol, on the

other hand, said all the
information and

Continued on page 17



 KIDSKATE DAYTIME
 CANSKATE
 LEARN TO SKATE
 STARSKATE

REGISTRATION
SEPTEMBER 6, 2012 from 6 - 8 PM
at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
135 Industrial Parkway N  905-713-1442

REGISTER ONLINE at www.auroraskatingclub.com

teaching skating for over 58 years!

Irish, Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Musical Theatre, Hip Hop, 
Lyrical and Acro

est.1980
Recreational and Competitive Classes from ages 
3 to Adult

Spacious Studios with Parent Viewing Areas

Members of CDTA, IDTAC, IDTANA,  
An Coimisiun le Rince Gaelacha

Check online or phone for registration dates and times

www.irishdancestudio.com

Call about our 8 week mini-sessions

905-898-0061

I i h B ll T J M i

If You Believe it, You Can Achieve it...We Believe!

905-898-0061
www.irishdancestudio.com

1980

16700 Bayview 

Avenue, 104B

Located on the 

Southwest Corner 

of Bayview and 

Mulock.

We’ve Moved! 
Brand New 5800 Sq. Ft. Facility
Grand Opening
Everyone Welcome!
Tuesday August 14th from 5–8pm
5 Vata Crt., Unit 1 & 2, Aurora
905-713-0555
studio@northernlightsdance.com
www.northernlightsdance.com

Winner of Top Studio!
ompetitive & Recr

With Ample 
Viewing Windows

,
from 4 months
Award W ompetitive Team

APT Syllabus Examinations Available

BALLET | JAZZ | TAP | ACROBATICS | MODERN | HIP HOP 
LYRICAL | MUSICAL THEATRE | NOW OFFERING ZUMBA!

Register online, 
by phone or 

in person on 

& September 5 & 6
fr

Celebrating 20 Years

141 KING ROAD, UNIT 9, OAK RIDGES
JUST WEST OF YONGE ST.

sdadance@bellnet.ca

Exciting annual recital with proceeds to charity

     August 29TH & 30TH                      1:30-8:00pm
     September 4TH, 5TH & 6TH      4:00-9:00pm   
Limited space available in some classes - call to pre register 

905-773-7013  905-727-3066

REGISTRATION DATES

   Somerville Dance
     Academy

DENISE SOMERVILLE QUINN, DIRECTOR
HONOURS B.A., DANCE, UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

Member & Examiner P.A.E.C.
Fully certified and creative instructors

Exam preparation
Award winning competitive team

3 bright spacious studios

established 1993

KIDS
Registration
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The Wells Street School
Originally built as the Aurora High School in 1892, the Wells 
Street School was rebuilt in 1923, renovated in 1952, and retired 
in 2009. Today, however, there’s anticipation in the air as the 
building begins a new life as the Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts.

in

Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. © 2012 Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts. All rights reserved. 

w w w . w e l l s t l o f t s . c o m

$300'slofts from the low 

COMING SOON

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK.COM/WELLSTLOFTS

· Heritage district. It’s never too late to go back  
 to school, especially when it’s The Wells Street  
 Schoolhouse Lofts – your new home in the safe  
 and friendly Heritage District of Aurora, right  
 across from the beautiful Town Park.

· Walking distance. Just a short walk to downtown  
 Aurora where you can experience great   
 shopping, dining, and loads of entertainment.  
 Or, if you prefer some big city excitement, 
 you’re just minutes from the GO Station and  
 easy access to Toronto.

· Rejuvenated building. After educating   
 generations of kids, the Wells Street School  
 doors are finally opening again. We invite  
 you to select from one and two-bedroom lofts,  
 some with dens, or spacious two-level   
 penthouses, all featuring your choice of   
 traditional or contemporary finishes.

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

COMING 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 SOON

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

in

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

The W   
built Originally 

Street School was rebuilt in 1923, renovated in 1952, and retired
, howeverodayin 2009. T  Today

building begins a new life as the W

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 Wells Street 
i  School High Aurora the as 

  as rebuilt in 1923, renovated in 1952, and retired
s anticipation in the air as the, there’, however

ells Street Schoolhouse Lofts.  a new life as the W       Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts.

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

   School
ellsWethe 1892, n 

       n 1952, and retired
 n in the air as the

  Schoolhouse Lofts.

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

· Rejuvenated building. After edu  
ells   generations of kids, the W

doors are finally opening again  
you to select from one and two   
some with dens, or spacious tw  
penthouses, all featuring your   

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

· Heritage dist
to school, e   
Schoolhous          
and friendly      
across from   

 ucating 
 Street School 

e invite     n. W
      o-bedroom lofts, 

     wo-level 
    choice of 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 trict. s never too late to go back  It’
ells Street s The W  specially when it’

e Lofts – your new home in the safe 
 y Heritage District of Aurora, right 

own Park.  the beautiful T    Town Park.

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

· alking distance. W Just a short walk to downtown 
Aurora where you can experience great 
shopping, dining, and loads of entertainment. 

, if you prefer some big city excitement,Or
you’re just minutes from the GO Station and 

oronto.easy access to T   Toronto.

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

   walk to downtown 
    nce great 

    f entertainment. 
       excitement,

     GO Station and 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 traditional or contemporary fin

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. © 2012 W

   nishes.

w w

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

  specifications subject to change without notice. © 2012 W

ACEB

. w e l l s t l o f t s . c o mw

JOIN US ON F

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

ells Street Schoolhouse Lofts. All rights reserved. 

OOK.COM/WELLSTLOFTS

       otice. © 2012 W

s t l o f t s

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

   ofts. All rights reserved. 

s . c o m

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

  
   
  
  
  
 

    
  
  
  
   
   
 

2012 TOROMOT CAT DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL   Auroran photos by David Falconer

(Above Left) Team Aurora was in a celebratory mood early on in the day anticipating
what turned out to be a very successful day on the water. (Above Right) Oars given to
participants on the day left little doubt which organization they were paddling for.

(Below Left) United Way officials Daniele Zanotti and Helen Murray, King Mayor Steve
Pellegrini, and Glenn Keenan, Vice President of Toromot CAT, presided over the festivi-
ties which included (Below Right) elaborately decorated dragon boats.
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Full mLs service 

consultation with home stager included with mLs listing 

over 30 years industry knowledge 

12 years experience as a realtor 

top Producer 2011 with sutton Group – solutions Realty Inc. 

Friendly, honest service 

aurora resident for 25 years Sutton Group – Solutions 
Realty Inc., Brokerage 

Independently Owned 
& Operated

FLEXIBLE COMMISSION PROGRAM

Full mLs service For Less

Steve Thomas 
Sales Representative 
“Manager Aurora 

Branch Office”

www.stevethomas.ca

Thinking of Listing?
Call Steve Thomas first for information on lower fees.

A name you know...people you trust!
BUNGALOW - B/YARD OASIS - AURORA 

    
  

 

   
   

  
   

 
York Group 

Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

Direct: 905-727-1961 info@susancowen.com www.susancowen.com

Top 1% in Canada

Continually Referred!

2.3 ACRE RAVINE IN TOWN – AURORA

Beautiful Raised Bungalow With Gorgeous Private Back

Yard Featuring Betz Pool, Patterned Conc. Patio, Gardens,

Hedge & More! Spacious Kitchen, Custom Built-Ins Thru-

Out, 3 F/P’s, Crown Mldg, French Drs, Finished Bsmt Has

Lrg Abv Grade Windows + + & Offers Many Uses Including

Potential In-Law Suite. See V-Tour! $769,000

Ultra-Private 2.3 Acre Ravine Lot In Town! 4500 S.F. + Finished

Bsmt. Grand 2 Storey Foyer, Large Kitchen With Island & Bkfst

Bar, 4 Large Bdrms - All With Ens/Semi-Ens. Fin Bsmt Featuring

Large Rec/Games Rm W/Wet Bar, Kitchen W/Bkfst Area, Office,

Hobby Rms, Sauna & 3Pc Bath! All On Town Water. Must Be

Seen! $1,548,000

Stefani P. Konidis

REAL ESTATE

INSIGHTS

Aurora Communities
In our past two columns we have looked at several trad-

ing districts of  Aurora as defined by the Toronto Real
Estate Board.  

These areas include Aurora Estates, Aurora Highlands,
Aurora Village, Aurora Grove, Aurora Heights, Hills of  St.
Andrew’s, and Bayview Wellington.  Our final column
about communities includes two districts on the most
eastern side of  Aurora.

Bayview Northeast
With well over 100 trades to date in this area, Bayview

Northeast is a very active district for real estate in Aurora.
This area offers a variety of  housing styles including link,
townhomes, semi-detached and detached.  Most homes are
two-stories but there are a few three stories as well as the
odd bungalow.  

The average sale price is around $545,000 and there is
definitely a demand for the housing stock as the list to sale
ratio is around 100 per cent.  Homes here take approxi-
mately two weeks to sell but some have been recorded sold
in just one day.  Homes well priced will move quickly!

Demand for this area is due to its proximity to the GO
station, highways, parks and shopping.  Moreover, the
properties are fairly new and, therefore, many are seen as
turn-key and ready to move in.  Couple these factors with

affordability and you get a very busy trading area for
Aurora.

Bayview Southeast
This district covers the largest land mass of  all of  the

neighbourhoods discussed for Aurora.  Its boundaries are
Hwy 404 to the east and Bayview to the west, and
Wellington to the north and Bloomington to the south.
There are very few residential properties in this area and
only 6 recorded transactions for the entire 2012 to date.

The average sale price in this district is around
$1,060,000 for this year.  Almost all of  the properties in this
area are on estate-like lots.  Some newer homes have been
constructed in recent years giving the area more selection
to choose from.  

This area covers part of  the Oak Ridges Moraine and,

therefore, has protected land.  Any projects that get built
have gone through several levels of  approval including
more than one Conservation Authority. It houses world
renowned Magna Golf  Club and the prestigious homes
that surround it. This area is one of  the last preserved
areas of  Aurora for development.

Looking back at all three columns written about the
communities in Aurora, one can get the sense of  a Town
with much to offer those who would like to settle here and
call it home.  Moreover, one thing we didn't cover are the
condominium projects around Aurora that offer great
alternative lifestyles.

In the upcoming column for September, we will have a
look at some of  these projects and why so many people are
turning to shared-ammenities for their lifestyle choice.

Community Profiles – Part 3

Easy ways to boost home value 
Our homes are a great measuring stick of  how far

we've progressed in the past 20 years, especially when it
comes to their efficiency in terms of  saving us energy
and money.

Here are the top three innovative technologies that
can improve the efficiency of  our homes:

Home Automation
* It wasn't that long ago that an automated home was

a focus of  science fiction. Today, adding the conven-
ience and control of  our indoor climate, lighting, elec-
tronic media and home security is increasingly afford-
able and accessible through home PCs, smart phone and
tablet applications. With home monitoring systems, you
can track energy and water usage in real time, spot key
sources of  energy loss and make immediate adjust-
ments.

Insulation
* If  your home is more than 10 years old, there's a

good chance it has fibreglass or cellulose insulation
behind its walls. While these were once the insulations
of  choice, there are many holes in these technologies.
Since they are difficult to install perfectly and can sag
or settle over time, they can leave gaps and seams. It's
like leaving a window open 24 hours a day in the freez-
ing cold.

* Experts remind us that insulation advancements
have brought us spray foam insulation options that
won't settle, sag or leave any gaps. Spray foam acts as an
air barrier and can deliver up to 50 percent energy sav-
ings over older insulation options, while making our
homes healthier, quieter and more comfortable. You can
compare insulation options at www.icynene.com.

Appliances and HVAC
* New energy-efficient refrigerators use less than

half  the energy of  models that  are 12 years old and use
75 percent less energy than those produced in the late
1970s (Source: National Resource Defense Council).

* If  you have a conventional natural-draft furnace
made before 1992, it might only operate between 55 to 78
percent efficiency. Upgrading to a new induced-draft
condensing furnace can increase efficiency to above 90
percent as a result of  more efficient heat exchangers
and electronic ignition. (Source: Mother Earth News)
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Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 
E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. kaitlingroup.com

For more information visit our website at

All suites include expansive Balconies or Terraces
DOWNTOWN AURORA

call 905-503-2063
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NOW OPEN

 from
$269,990

Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.
Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm. 
Friday by appointment. Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm

Schools a big factor in home purchase
There are many factors buyers consider when

shopping for a home.
From the number of  bedrooms to the size of  the

backyard, prospective buyers have their priorities
with what they're looking for in a home.

Parents to young children or couples who are
planning to start a family soon should also consid-
er the school system.

Buyers have to take school districts into consid-
eration when looking at homes, particularly if
they're concerned about giving their children the
best education possible.

According to research by The Wall Street
Journal, buyers are willing to pay more for a prop-
erty if  it is in a good school area. That's because
even if  they do not have children, buyers know
that nearby schools helps a home remain attrac-
tive.

Not all schools are created equal, and some
rank better in test scores and teacher-to-student
ratios than others. These are essential factors to
think about when looking at homes.

Because the tax dollars that home owners pay
largely go to fund schools and town improve-
ments, it is important to look at the schools. Also,
if  the home will be a stepping stone to another
home in a few years, buyers want to  ensure their
home has the best chance for resale. 

Oftentimes, schools are a factor future buyers

will think about.
Buyers also may want to make a trip to visit the

area they're considering during school hours.
This way they can drive by the school and see for

themselves the type of  students and parents enter-
ing or exiting the building. One also may want to
set up a brief  meeting with the principal to learn
more about the ideals of  the school and its goals.

It's also necessary to look at the proximity of

the school to the house. Some towns have rules in
place regarding busing or walking to school.
Students who live within a certain distance from
the school may have to find their own transporta-
tion to and from school. This is something to mull
over.

Families that are interested in a host of
extracurricular activities can also evaluate the
town or school district based on the sports or
other opportunities offered to students.

Be advised that the school closest to a home
might not be the one a student will attend. Zoning
laws, and not necessarily proximity, often dictate
where a student will attend school. Therefore, it is
important to check before making a final decision.

Some parents prefer their children go to private
school, and many towns and cities have a number
of  options. In addition to the public schools,
agents should be able to point buyers toward the
private schools in the area. Some may be able to
list tuition costs and acceptance requirements.

Having a picture of  the school district in the
area buyers are considering will help offer a bet-
ter idea of  the neighborhood and the people
around whom they'll be living. 

Schools are important to consider when buying
a home, so much so that buyers are willing to pay
a little more if  it means having a good school in
their area.

Families that are interested 
in a host of extracurricular 
activities can also evaluate 
the town or school district 

based on the sports or 
other opportunities 
offered to students.



 
REVIVAL

www.pinerevival.com    905-939-8302

Quality 
Furniture & Kitchens

All Hand Crafted

7255 Hwy. #9  -  Schomberg

PINE

11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

KIA OF NEWMARKET
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

Aurora Jays’ Chris Bloom
came up to bat during the
team’s fourth playoff
game against the Ivy
Leads at Lambert Willson
Park last week. Despite a
good showing, the Jays
have now been eliminat-
ed from the playoffs, but
plan a few more games to
round out the season.
Auroran photo by Brea
Bartholet

Jays knocked out of playoffs
amid "best season overall"

By Brea Bartholet

The Aurora Jays played hard August
14 during their fourth playoff  game
against the Ivy Leafs. 
It was a deciding game - if  the Jays

could hold on and take the win, they
would advance to the fifth game for
another shot at winning their round one
match-up.
With a staggering 14-0 win over the

Leafs that night, the Jays were given a
second chance. All three previous
games had been won by the opposing
team, with no more than two points sep-
arating both strong contenders.
Unfortunately, it wasn't enough.

Coming into the fifth game the Leafs
were able to take an early lead, which
the Jays were unable to beat. With a
final score of  6-3, the playoff  season
came to an end for the Jays. 
Head coach Mike Keon, who manages

the team alongside Rob Wilson, knew
from the beginning of  the fifth game
that the Leafs were bringing their 'A'
game.
"We had a really rough time scoring

in this game," he said. "But Ian Rettie,
Chris Bloom, Ian Gabel, Kyle Handley
and Justin Tamane each had two hits."
Their season may have ended on a bit

of  a sour note, but Keon said he believes
this has been the Jays' best season over-
all.
"I thought our regular season was

great," he said. "We finished 3 out of  14,
which is the highest we've ever finished
in our seven years in the league. We
scored a lot of  runs, and our offense was
the best it has ever been."
Some highlights throughout this

year's season included taking a win over

New Lowell on the road in late May. The
Jays played a strong game against "one
of  the best teams in the league," accord-
ing to Keon. 
To top it all off, the Jays took some

big wins against both the Bolton
Brewers and the Creemore Braves -
landing them third in the league before
the playoffs.
"Since we joined the league,

Creemore and Bolton are the only two
teams to win any championships," said
Keon.
But the Jays wouldn't have been able

to come this far without a dedicated
team. Ian Rettie was their MVP and cur-
rently the team's best hitter and most
reliable pitchers. Third baseman Ian
Gabel led the team in homeruns, as well
as doubles. Brent Owen and Ted Beadle,
both rookies, fit like a glove with the
other players and contributed their tal-
ent consistently throughout the season.
Although Keon may not have been

happy with the playoff  results, he is
proud of  his team for putting up a fight.
"I was disappointed in our playoff

results," he said. "But I wasn't disap-
pointed in how we played. We had big
leads in the first four games, but let the
first three slip away, eventually losing
two and tying one. We hit very well in
the series, especially in early games - we
could have done a better job of  scoring
runs in the later games."
However, the Jays' post-season will

continue. On the Labour Day long week-
end, the team will compete in an OBA
tournament hosted in Port Hope. There,
they will play in the 'A' division against
a variety of  teams - and might "have an
exhibition game or two between now
and then," said Keon.

Over 3,000 players expected 
for weekend soccer tourney

By Brea Bartholet

The Aurora Youth Soccer club has been busy kick-
ing up a storm this summer. 
Day-camps, tournaments and upcoming the

upcoming Hoedown festivities have all been part of
another successful summer season for Aurora soccer
players. 
The AYSC hosted two sets of  busy soccer camps

during mid and late July for any players looking to
develop their skills on a more competitive level.
Friendly tournaments, including the first of  two
Stinger Cups (held in June), kept players busy with
competition all season long.
Now, house league players can look forward to

playing in the second Stinger Cup - set to be held at
Sheppard's Bush from August 24-26.
"It's the big end-of-season tournament," said the

Sponsorship and Promotions Coordinator Louise
Dyer. "There will be up to 3,200 players this weekend
between Friday and Sunday."

But "big" may be an understatement. 
The Stinger Cup is a well-known tournament held

twice a summer - the second one signifying the end to
the summer season. "On Saturday, we may see any-
where from 4-6 thousand people throughout the day
watching the games," said Dyer.
Family, friends, and anyone interested in watching

some soccer are "more than welcome to stop by the
field" over the weekend.
Following the Stingers Cup, the AYSC will partici-

pate in the Magna Wild West Hoedown on September
15, having been selected once again as a recipient -
with a share of  the proceeds going towards the devel-
opment of  programs at AYSC.
The next day on September 16, coaches, parents

and trainers will have the chance to learn from some
of  the best in the industry. The Tim Hortons Coaches
Open House will be held at the BMO Field in Toronto,
hosted by some of  the top coaches of  the Toronto FC.
For more information regarding these events, visit

www.aysc.ca. 
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COUNTRY LIVING MINUTES FROM THE CITY 

Virtual Tour - http://tours.360housetours.com/public/vtour/display/60422?a=1

Call Karin Rossi 
for a viewing 
(416) 518-0648 or 
(705) 424-7748
KarinRossi@look.ca

Incentive 
Realty Inc., 
Brokerage 

Independently Owned & Operated

$769,000

Custom built 2 story architecturally designed home, centrally located, 10 minutes from Barrie and Hwy 400, 40
minutes north of Toronto. Minutes from schools, shopping, dining and entertainment. This exquisite Essa town-
ship home on 6.9 acres, boasts the lowest taxes in the region. Amenities include: 5500 square feet of finished
living space, open concept, with full finished basement, oversized vinyl clad windows, maple hardwood floors,
silent flooring system, travertine tile, central air, central vac, ultra violet disinfection water softener system, cus-
tom kitchen with island, breakfast bar and granite throughout. Additional features: 4+2 bedrooms, 4 full bath-
rooms, hot tub, 4 ft deep salt water sport pool, huge wrap around deck, in ground sprinkler system, pet contain-
ment invisible fence, oversized triple car garage, balcony off master bedroom, master ensuite laundry chute,
double sided fireplace, cathedral ceilings, sunken family room, oversized mudroom, main floor laundry, main
floor office, stereo sound throughout home, outdoor flagstone fire pit, separate entrance to base-
ment, ample storage and a view from every window of wildlife in your back yard.

All this for only:
$769,000

Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

• Commercial/Business Law 
• Corporate Law 

• Real Estate 

PETER E. REISS B.A., LL.B. 

Tel: 905 727 2500   Email: law@p-reiss.com

Results–Focused Service

Combatting tennis court “hogs”
By Brock Weir

More needs to be
done to make sure
Aurora residents can
pick up their racquets
and get into Town ten-
nis courts, according to
Council.

Municipal staff  are
now investigating ways
that municipal tennis
courts such as those at
Fleury Park, McMahon
Park, Norm Weller
Park, and Summit Park,
are available to the pub-
lic, following discus-
sions at Council last
week on a petition from
individuals who felt
Town programming at
the Fleury Park courts
were creating an incon-
venience for residents. 

"Perhaps better polic-
ing, for want of  a better
term, would help solve
things," said Councillor
Chris Ballard, during a
discussion over a failed
motion which could
have led to the Town
scrapping its tennis
programs at certain
times of  the day. 

Al Downey, Aurora's
Director of  Parks and
Recreation, said he
shared the concern over
court "hogs".

"We're concerned
that they continue to
not abide by the oppor-
tunity for allowing
other people to play,"
said Mr. Downey.
"People playing for
extended hours also
cause us some concern
and that not only hap-
pens at Fleury, but at
other parks as well.
We're aware of  that. The
[Parks and Recreation
Master Plan] does iden-
tify two additional
courts by 2013 and we're
recommending that we
build two additional
courts in Town."

The reasons for the
recent discussion were
twofold at Tuesday's
Council meeting. The
first was a petition from
residents near Fleury
Park brought forward
by Councillor Wendy
Gaertner, expressing
dismay over the appar-
ent difficulty in getting
court time when lessons
and leagues were using
the facilities, as well as
comments made in open
forum by tennis pro Bill
Maron, who has been
retained by the Town to
carry out the programs. 

In her motion based
on the petition,
Councillor Gaertner
said all available tennis
courts are there to serve
the public and that the
Town should not offer
tennis lessons and
leagues during weekday
evenings and Saturdays
beginning this fall.
These programs, she
added, both in her
motion and in com-
ments at the table, put
the Town in competi-
tion with local busi-

Organizers for next
month’s Golf Red for
Southlake fundraiser did-
n’t exactly paint the
whole town red last week,
but they did create quite a
stir in the Aurora Toyota
Dealership on Tuesday at
an official launch event
for the tournament. Golf
Red for Southlake gets
underway September 20
at King’s Riding Golf Club.
The fundraiser is $300 per
golfer and sponsorships
range from $500 -
$10,000.
Pictured above: Gabrielle
Chapman, cardiac sur-
vivor Linda Noble, Neila
Poscente, President of the
Southlake Foundation,
and Aurora Toyota John
Chapman, gathered in the
showroom to raise aware-
ness of the fundraiser.
Inset: Kerri-Ann Butcher
and Gaye Kearns, repre-
senting Fairmont Hotels,
one of the many sponsors
of Golf Fred, had their
turn with one of the new
Toyota models.

nesses offering similar
services.

"The Town should
not be providing servic-
es in competition with
local businesses and
therefore the Town
should not offer these
tennis lessons and
league for the Fall of
2012 or in the future,"
said Councillor
Gaertner.

"We just have enough
public tennis courts to
serve the residents and
by 2016 we will need to
add a couple. In the
master plan they are
describing the public
tennis courts as some-
thing that people will
come to and it is not
structured. People
come when they want to
play tennis and if  some-
body is on the courts
then the wait their turn
and that is how it goes. 

"For me as a resident
it would be very disap-
pointing to go to a ten-
nis court and see that I
couldn't use the courts
and I know that all of
our public tennis
courts are very well
used and people are
waiting...the second
issue is we have a busi-
ness in Town that is
providing summer
camps, tennis lessons
and leagues, and we
also have the Aurora
community tennis club
at McMahon Park and
[they are offering the
same] so I don't think it
is right for the Town to
be in competition of
those two facilities."

According to Mr.
Downey, his depart-
ment's viewpoint is
they have to create pro-
grams that "engage" the
public to "provide
opportunity that might
not be available else-
where at a reasonable
cost for a short period
of  time. The program-
ming, he said, provides

a "reasonable level of
access" to the public as
a majority of  programs
are during the day. 

"We find the program
is very successful rev-
enue-wise," he said. "We
have collected since
2005 $287,556.10 so we
have been pretty suc-
cessful in making sure
we're bringing revenue
to the Town so it is a
program that is certain-
ly generating revenue,
it is generating inter-
est, and we believe that
we're serving the resi-
dents of  Aurora, we're
serving the children of
Aurora, and we also do
not believe we're over-
taking the courts to a
point where people who
want to participate
[can't]."

C o u n c i l l o r
Gaertner's motion fell
7-1 on a recorded vote
and part of  the concern
amongst some members
of  Council was that the
motion singled out ten-
nis. Councillor Michael
Thompson, for one, said
he has seen similar
issues crop up in other
sports, and that Town
programs such as yoga
and aerobics also align
with private businesses
in Town. Curtailing
this would put a dent in
Mr. Downey's revenue
which would crop up at
budget time he said.
Councillor Paul Pirri
went one step further
and voiced his opposi-
tion in an amendment.

"I have often gone out
to play soccer with
some friends, so I think
soccer should be part of
this. I'll make an
amendment that we add
swimming to this list.
There are teams to go
swimming and if  some-
body wants to go swim-
ming they should be
allowed to go wherever
and wherever they are
allowed to."

“Come to Golf Red for
Southlake and see for
yourself how much fun
can be had raising much
needed funds for the

Southlake Cardiac Care
program,” said organiz-
ers.

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer

PAINTING THE TOWN RED FOR SOUTHLAKE
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THE CURRENT LOCATION IS CLOSED FROM
 AUGUST 13TH TO AUGUST 25TH, FOR RENOVATIONS 

IN PREPARATION FOR OUR MOVE.
OUR YELLOW DONATION BIN “REMAINS OPEN” 
AND IS LOCATED IN THE CHURCH PARKING LOT 

NEXT TO THE “RECTORY BUILDING”. 
WE WELCOME YOUR DONATIONS.

“THE CLOTHES CLOSET”
IS MOVING….

OPERATED BY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH, WE PROVIDE AND 
SELL “GENTLY USED FAMILY CLOTHING, SHOES AND COATS”.

ALL STAFF ARE VOLUNTEERS AND  ANY MONIES MADE GO RIGHT BACK INTO 
HELPING THOSE IN NEED IN THE AURORA COMMUNITY.

COME TO OUR GRAND RE-OPENING:
MONDAY, AUGUST 27TH, 2012
FROM: 9 A.M. TO 11 A.M.

OUR NEW LOCATION IS:
TRINITY CHURCH, 79 VICTORIA ST., 

AURORA “LOWER LEVEL”

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900

www.gatewaylanes.ca

 

Arts & Culture

11-year-old William Oliver’s abstract work is now taking pride of place in the
Skylight Gallery at Aurora Town Hall. The work of this budding Newmarket student
is on display alongside the landscapes of his father, John.                         

Auroran photo by Brock WeirBMO honours Hillary House volunteer

Society by night – and
weekends – is chair of
landscaping for the

Aurora Historical Society
and hopes that the money

By Brock Weir

New gardens and out-
door lighting could be in
the offing as the Aurora
Historical Society plans
projects with a grant from
the Bank of  Montreal.

BMO, through its
Volunteer Grants
Program, honoured one of
their own on Thursday
with a $1,500 grant. Wayne
Keilty, Bank of  Montreal
employee by day and
Second Vice President of
the Aurora Historical

Young artist sees the unexpected in his work
By Brock Weir

When budding abstract
artist William Oliver sits
down with a canvas, or even
a piece of  paper and starts to
draw, he’s never quite sure
what it is going to be in the
end – but he’s very clear on
the colours he uses.

That’s the technique the
11-year-old Newmarket stu-
dent employs to create his
vivid works of  art which are
now on display in the
Skylight Gallery at Aurora’s
Town Hall. 

Although William’s offi-
cial CV states that he first
started drawing with mark-
ers, crayons, and coloured
pencils at the age of  four, his
father John – an artist him-
self, whose own landscape
works are on display along-
side his son’s – tells a slightly
different story.

“To be honest with you, it
was when he was two,” he
said of  when his son’s artis-
tic talents were first recog-
nized.

William’s mother hails
from Taipei and on a visit
back to her home to visit her
family, her sister-in-law, who
is a child psychologist, saw
something more when she
had a whole bunch of  kids –
including William – sit down
and draw. 

“William saw a big piece
of  paper, took it, sat on the
floor as all the other kids did
and started drawing,” John
recalled. “About half  an
hour into it, the kids were

still doing it and Shelley
came over to my wife and
said she had to see what
William was doing. He was
sitting, looking out the win-
dow out of  the condominium
to the nearby Taipei 101
tower and was actually draw-
ing it.”

John said with the nearby
airport, he was drawing
planes in perspective in the
background and that was the
start of  a love affair with art.
William’s media, however,
has changed significantly.

“When I was really young
I would sort of  scribble on
paper and I would colour that
in,” said William. “I pro-
gressed doing that until my
dad wanted me to do some-
thing bigger so I tried oil
painting. I like [abstract art]
because it flows and I really
can’t draw!”

But what he can do is see
things where most other peo-
ple can’t and bring them out
for all to see through his
paints – oil is the preferred
medium for the vivid colours
they can provide. He also
takes his inspiration from
his surroundings and even
books. One of  his paintings,
featuring abstract images of
such objects as a perfume
bottle, is labelled Macbeth,
and another one was
inspired by Homer’s Iliad.

More representational
work, such as his painting of
Stonehenge before a bright
red sky, and The Juggler –
which happened to start life
in a very unlikely form –

were inspired by his recent
travels.

“I really enjoyed our trip
to England, which was a
summer holiday right before
the Olympics,” said William.
“When I went to Stonehenge,
I really liked it, and when I
went to Stratford-Upon-Avon,
there was juggling and lots of
Shakespearian stuff. When I
got home I wanted to start a
Stonehenge painting and I
ended up choosing a red,
eerie sky to make it more
dramatic and bring out the
rocks.

“The Juggler actually
started as an octopus with a
big head, then I saw a slight
face here, a boot, a ball and
then four apples and a the-
atrical mask.” 

As William prepares to
enter life as a Grade 7 student
at Newmarket’s Mazo de La
Roche Public School, he is
looking forward to continu-
ing to have fun doing his
work. While he said art is
something he plans on pur-
suing professionally when he
is older, he bristled at the idea
of  studying it in school –
maybe studying it would put
a damper on all the fun! He’s
also looking forward to hear-
ing whether his work, partic-
ularly his painting of
Stonehenge, has been accept-
ed as part of  a public art 
display in Downtown
Newmarket. 

William’s paintings will
be on display in the skylight
gallery through the end of
the month.

Continued on page 17

Aurora Historical Society VPs Patricia Wallace and Wayne Keilty were joined by
BMO representatives Geoff Moore and Carol D’Avolio at Hillary House on Thursday
evening.                                                                                 Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

reports coming back have missed
one important thing - and that is
public safety. Too much emphasis,
he said, has been placed on drivers
and cars, and not enough on the
safety of  Aurora residents, particu-
larly those in the northeast quad-
rant.
"The streets are for people to

move around and lead a healthy, safe

life, not inconvenienced," he said.
"They're not for cars. The citizens of
Aurora would like to live in their
houses, appreciate their front lawns.
They don't want to spend all their
time driving around in their cars.
The enjoyment of  a community is in
your neighbourhood. Hopefully
Aurora is not being designed and
planned for the enjoyment of  driv-
ers primarily."

From page 9

Safety should be considered: resident

By Wendy Soloduik

This October, female Grade 8 stu-
dents at four Aurora-based schools
will receive vaccination against the
disease that causes cervical cancer
and genital warts.
Aurora Grove Public School,

Aurora Heights Public School, Aurora
Montessori School and Aurora Senior
Public School will all offer in–school
immunization clinics, preventing the
spread of  Human Papillomavirus
or HPV. The program is offered in con-
junction with York Region Community
and Health Services (YRCHS).
The four schools will host in–school

immunization clinics, through
YRCHS.
Grade 7 students will also be immu-

nized against two serious diseases –
hepatitis B (an infection of  the liver
caused by the hepatitis B virus) and
meningitis (an illness that can cause
inflammation of  the tissue around the
brain and spinal cord or meningococ-
cemia, a blood infection). Both pro-
grams are funded by the Ministry of
Health and Long-Term Care
(MOHLTC) and are available at no cost
to all Grade 7 students. 
Since students require two doses of

the hepatitis B vaccine to be fully 
protected, nurses from YRCHS will
visit students in Aurora twice during
the school year – in the fall and again
in April. Students need only one dose
of  the meningitis vaccine to be fully 
protected, which is offered during the
spring clinic when students receive
their second dose of  hepatitis B 
vaccine. 
The HPV vaccine program, will also

be provided to all Grade 8 female stu-
dents at no cost, however, the decision

to receive the vaccine is voluntary.
Three doses of  the vaccine are
required for full protection and are
usually given over six months during
the school year.
Female students who start their 

vaccination series later in their Grade
8 year are able to complete the series
in Grade 9 free of  charge, however,
students must receive their first dose
of  the HPV vaccine while still in
Grade 8 to complete their vaccination
series free.
If  a child misses one of  the school

immunization clinics, he or she can
attend one of  the monthly community
clinics offered by YRCHS.
Appointments are not necessary, but
parents/guardians will need to 
provide: child’s date of  birth, current
school and a contact phone number.
Health cards are not required but are
required to update the students’
immunization records.
Parents/guardians will also be
required to sign a consent form, 
available at each clinic. 
Community clinics are available for

students who attend schools that are
not offering an immunization clinic;
or who were unable to complete their
series of  vaccines while attending
Grade 7 or 8; or initially chose not to
receive the vaccine at the school 
clinics.
The closest YRCHS clinic to Aurora

is in Newmarket, located at the Royal
Canadian Legion at 707 Srigley Street.
The clinic is open on the third
Wednesday of  every month from 3 – 7
p.m.
For more information on the school

immunization program contact the
Vaccine Preventable Diseases Team at
1-877-794-1880.

Students in Aurora to receive HPV vaccinations

Chris Hrynyk 
Insurance Representative

For a free life insurance quote 
please visit

www.canadacoverage.com

1     
   

Tel: 289-466-5196
chrynyk@monarchwealth.ca

www.monarchwealth.ca
Insurance Products 

Term Life • Whole Life 
• Critical Illness 

Disability • Segregated Funds

will be used to make way
for a planned garden and
to add an exterior ambi-
ence to the historical
building through outdoor
light features.
“We’re putting in

‘Mary’s Garden’ which
was a garden from about
1940,” Mr. Keilty told The
Auroran. “She was one of
the few members of  the
Hillary family who was
really into gardening.
We’re trying to recreate
Mary’s triangular garden
by the parking lot on the
west side and also put in
some trees that were here
years ago.”
They are also looking at

creating new gardens with
more “modern” flower
varieties and colours to
please the eye as well as
installing a gazebo for
patrons. 
“What we’re trying to

do is stick with what it
looked like as best we can
from the [turn of  the cen-
tury]. The whole idea is, to
be blunt, to have a revenue
stream or two where we
can get weddings, music,
picnics. If  we had a gazebo,
and it was set up properly,

From page 16 you could visualize a three
piece band out there doing
some kind of  event and
people could come and sit
on the lawn and enjoy it.”
Mr. Keilty, who is

retired from BMO but is
still involved on an occa-
sional basis, said while he
had received volunteer
grants often during his 28
year tenure at the bank
(employees are eligible for
the grant every two years)
the $1,500 is the maximum
amount one can get. He
said he is particularly
proud to be able to invest
the money into Hillary
House.
“This is our house, on

behalf  of  Aurora,” Mr.
Keilty told BMO represen-
tatives. “We have to take

care of  it. This goes a long
way to support what we
need. I may see you two
years from now!”
Meanwhile, as Mr.

Keilty envisions grand
plans on what to do out-
side with the money, the
rest of  the AHS is in full
swing organizing the
Hillary House Ball, which
is the culmination of  their
celebrations surrounding
the 150th anniversary of
Hillary House. Former
Aurora mayor Tim Jones
has signed on to emcee the
evening which will be held
at The Manson (Dinardo’s)
on Industrial Parkway
South on Friday, October
18.  For more information
on the event, visit
www.hillaryhouseball.ca.

Money will be used on historic grounds



 W e ' r e
h a l f w a y
t h r o u g h
August and
the farmers'
tables are
g r o a n i n g
under the
weight of
their abun-
dance of  pro-
duce. 

A l m o s t
any fruit or
v e g e t a b l e
that grows in southern
Ontario can be found now
at the Aurora Farmers'
Market. Why not try some-
thing that you have never
tried before and ask the
farmer how to prepare it?

I'm thinking of  some-
thing like kohlrabi or one
of  the many varieties of
eggplant, for example.
From the wide variety of
greens available at the
Market, there are probably
some that you haven't tried
yet and Summerside
Farm's Rex will be able to
suggest tasty ways of
preparing them. 

Now is a great time to
try something new that is
locally grown and spank-
ing fresh.

This year, for the first
time, we have a rotating
artists' booth. Co-ordinated
by noted Aurora artist,
Deborah Campo, and com-
prised of  artists in her
third annual Aurora
Artists Studio Tour, the
booth has one or two
artists weekly who rotate
throughout the season.

Deborah Campo began
life in Nova Scotia and
moved with her family to
Toronto in 1965. From
there, she settled in Aurora
18 years ago. She developed
a strong interest in the arts
at an early age and that
passion has continued to
this day. She studied at the
Ontario College of  Art in
the 1960s to broaden and
sharpen her artistic skills.

Two of  Deborah's most
celebrated works are her
Petrified Forest Series and
her Peace Flame Tree. The
first focuses on the
Georgian Bay environment
and expresses her love of
the majestic pines, colour-
ful rocks and the water
changing from calm to
crashing white caps. 

She captures the ever-
changing patterns and
vibrant colours of  the
Northern Lights and bril-
liant sunsets. She is
inspired by the hypnotic
sounds of  the waves crash-
ing against the rocks, the
feel of  the gentle winds
and all the elements of
nature found in the
Georgian Bay area. Here
she is at once peaceful and
contented and inspired to
paint her most creative
works.

The Peace Flame Tree
sculpture is a continuation
of  the above series in the
various media of  wood,
canvass and stainless steel.
The installation of  this
eight foot stainless steel
sculpture outside the front
door of  the Town Hall in
Aurora capped a three year
project for Deborah.

Deborah also has the

honour of  hav-
ing her paint-
ing entitled
"The Petrified
Forest" chosen
to illustrate the
label on the
Niagara on the
L a k e ' s
H i l l e b r a n d
Artist Series
S a u v i g n o n
Blanc wine.
The limited
e d i t i o n

Sauvignon Blanc 2006 VQA
with a special label featur-
ing Deborah's work took
the bronze medal at the
American Wine Society in
2007.

Deborah continues to
work in a variety of  media
and to exhibit her works in
solo and group exhibitions
around the province and,
occasionally, elsewhere.

Another artist partici-
pating in the rotating
artists' booth is Judy
Sherman. Judy describes
her early inspirations as
being Michelangelo and
Gumby. She was fascinated
by the reality and emotions
evoked by cartoons and, at
the same time, admired the
aesthetics of  the old mas-
ters. 

For a while, she painted
traditional still life and
created cartoon-like illus-
trations as separate enti-
ties. At some point she
decided to incorporate the
two ideas and the result is
a juxtaposition of  tradi-
tional styles alongside toys
and whimsical titles. With
this unique combination,
she is able to create a paint-
ing that tells a story, evokes
a spirit of  nostalgia and
elevates the soul.

After her career as a
graphic designer and illus-
trator, Judy returned to
her classical representa-
tional beginnings. She
studied painting and draw-
ing in Florence, Italy with
a master painter and for-
mer director of  the
Florence Academy of  Art.

Her work, for which she
has won numerous awards
and honourable mentions,
is shown in many galleries
and exhibitions through-
out Canada the USA and
the UK.

A third member of  the
group is Eva Folks who
lives in Aurora with her
husband, two dogs and a
parrot. After trying many
careers in the business
world without fulfillment,
Eva realised she needed a
vocation with creativity
and began to paint. Her
painting style is illustra-
tive and her medium is
acrylic on canvas. 

Words and phrases that
capture her imagination
are the creative inspiration
for her art. She begins by
doing a series of  sketches
to capture the image in her
mind. Much thought goes
into the specific features of
each car that she selects for
a painting, making it easi-
ly identifiable to the view-
er. 

Characters of  her own
design are then added,
many of  whom are
inspired by people she has
met along the way, which
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MARKET 

MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

suit the selected car and
phrase, creating a play on
words with the title of  the
painting. People can then
identify with her whimsi-
cal, surreal worlds giving
them an emotional connec-
tion either through the car,
the characters or the
depicted activity. 

The final artist who par-
ticipates in this rotating
booth is Graham Ames. He
enjoys collecting recycled
materials that appeal to
his creative outlook of  our

environment. He utilizes
wood, brick, steel and glass
from hikes along various
trails in Ontario. He then
creates sculpture, garden
art, jewellery and wind
chimes from these found
natural objects which he
fondly calls "Funky Art".

Deborah would like to
invite everyone to her
third annual Artists'
Studio Tour on Saturday,
September 29 and Sunday,
Sept. 30 from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.
You can visit 28 artists in 8

locations in Aurora over
that weekend. Descriptive
brochures and a map can
be found at the Artists'
booth located in the park at
the Farmers' Market.

Our next "Special
Event", the Council Corn
Roast, takes place on
Saturday, August 25th.
Mayors and Councillors
from around York Region
have been invited to partic-
ipate, and there will be
musical entertainment to
accompany our council-

lors as they cook a large
quantity of  corn grown by
our local farmers. So do
plan on coming to enjoy
the corn roast while get-
ting to know your local and
regional councillors.

Our two young chefs,
Andrew and Mat, will be
preparing for sampling a
local corn and ricotta
tortellini with a corn
emulsion. Be sure to stop
by for a sample-it sounds
delicious!

See you at the Market!

Spotlight on Market artists, corn roast
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to 

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!



Page 20 THE AURORAN, Tuesday, August 21, 2012

THE AURORAN

CLASSIFIEDS
THE AURORAN, TUESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2012

Deadline: Sunday at 1 p.m., week of  publication 905-727-3300  Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

CAREERCAREER DEATH NOTICE

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest 
financial services companies is
rapidly expanding in this area. If
you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, call
Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

Our        TownTownownown

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Next show time: 
Aug. 23rd.

7 p.m.

with Alison
Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

MINESushi. 125 Pedersen
Dr. Aurora. Specialty 
Chef  $23h 40wk.
ryanko729@gmail.com.

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for mature individuals to join our 
friendly team. 2 positions available. 

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings
Drivers needed with own vehicle. Kilometers paid.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

IT’S BEEN A PLEASURE TO SERVE YOU: Debora, an employee at Canada Post, looks
at a sign informing residents that the post office is now closed as she locked the
doors for the last time on Friday afternoon. While the retail counter is now a thing
of the past, Canada Post will continue to use the building as a sorting facility for the
time being. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Two sidewalks on Industrial Parkway S. 
are a waste: Council

By Brock Weir

Plans for sidewalks on Industrial
Parkway South are expected to take
one further step towards completion
this fall as Council determines how
best to implement the project.
Completing sidewalks on either

stretch of  Industrial Parkway has
long been in the works. Projects in
the north half  were implemented to
improve connectivity in the area,
particularly for students in the area
and users of  the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex. 
In the half   of  the busy thorough-

fare south of  Wellington Street,
building sidewalks on either side of
the road, however, has been a cause
of  concern. While it is part of
Aurora's policy to build sidewalks on
both sides of  the road wherever pos-
sible, several Councillors have said
they see this as a needless waste.
"In 2008, staff  [undertook a review

which] identified a number of  gaps
[in sidewalks] either resulting from
changing standards over the years
(rural vs. urban road profile), and
the cumulative impact of  a resident-
driven decision making model for
recommending local sidewalks," said
Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora's
Director of  Infrastructure, in a
report to Council. "There is current-
ly a multi-year plan for improving
connectivity and further opportuni-

ties are expected to be identified in
an upcoming transportation master
plan report.
"During the 2012 budget cycle,

staff  requested approval for the
detailed design and subsequent con-
struction of  sidewalks along both
sides of  Industrial Parkway as a pri-
ority project to begin to address
some of  the connectivity challenges.
This request was based on the guide-
lines identified in the sidewalk poli-
cy. This project was approved for
design in 2012."
When October rolls around, how-

ever, it is likely that this policy will
be waived in favour of  just one side-
walk on Industrial Parkway South.
"There is very little pedestrian

traffic," said Councillor Wendy
Gaertner of  Industrial Parkway
South. "I have walked that at night
when I left my car in for repair and
with no sidewalk it is very scary. I
believe we definitely need a side-
walk on Industrial Parkway South,
but I believe it is a waste of  taxpay-
ers' money to put two sidewalks
there - and it might not even be pos-
sible. There is an old phrase of
throwing good money after bad. I
think if  we make a mistake, we have
to admit it, especially if  it means
saving the taxpayer a lot more
money."
This was a viewpoint shared by

Councillor Evelyn Buck. She said

the existing sidewalk policy was a
valid policy "at the time" because
residents' concerns and surveys
were creating inconsistencies in the
infrastructure. 
"We never anticipated putting two

sidewalks down the entire length of
Industrial Parkway and I don't
believe it is possible," she said. "The

side of  the railway track, there is no
possibility for it and no reason for it.
I don't think this policy was well-
written to begin with and, as I said
before, you write things when you
have no experience or you're not
thinking about a particular situa-
tion and you can't think of  all the
things you will be dealing with. 

Dorothy Clark McClure passed away peacefully at
Southlake Regional Health Centre in Newmarket, on
Sunday August 19th, 2012 in her 78th year.  Loving wife of
late Richard (Dick) Illingworth beloved mother of  Kelly,
Chris and Andrew and mother-in-law to Maria and loving
Step-mother to Suzanne Bassett (Roger) and Rick
Illingworth (Bernice). She was the phenomenal grand-
mother of  Megan, Kaya and Emma McClure. She was one
of  Aurora’s and York Region’s most respected artists. She
was honoured locally and provincially as an inspirational
teacher, talented artist, and conservationist and her work
graces the homes of  people here in Canada and across the
globe. Over the years, Dorothy has appeared in hundreds
of  individual and group shows in the United States and
Canada, been acknowledged in architectural books, and
been written about or helped write numerous publica-
tions.  Her list of  local, provincial and national awards and
accolades are a testament to the way she always pursued
her craft. In 1999, she was elected a signature member of
the Colour and Form Society.   Other awards include many
jury prizes; the Curtis Award of  Excellence;  the Arts and
Culture Medal from the town of  Aurora; the visual arts “In
Celebration of  Women” award from York Region, the
Bicentennial Medal from the province of  Ontario; and a
Certificate of  Achievement from the Ontario Heritage
Trust.   She was even named the Citizen of  the Year for
Aurora in 2008. As a leader, she took on such roles as
President of  the Historical Society and the Artisans of
York,  and been the Vice-President of  the Willowdale
Group of  Artists.  She was an art teacher for the York
Region Board of  Education, the Town of  Aurora, Seneca
College, the Haliburton School of  the Arts, Georgina
School of  Fine Arts, Georgian Bay School of  the Arts, the
Senior’s Centre and at workshops all over the greater
Toronto Area. She founded the Aurora Senior’s Art Group
and its yearly show has been a source of  great pride.  She
always believed in using and giving back the gifts she was
blessed with.  Her life, through her work, her students, her
family and its own incandescent spark continues to touch
the lives of  all who knew her.  Special thanks for all those
caring people who visited, helped, loved and healed mom
until the end.  A memorial service will be held at the
Thompson Funeral Home, 530 Industrial Parkway South
(north east corner of  Yonge St. & Industrial Pkwy. S.), on
Friday, August 24, at 2 p.m.  A celebration of  life will be
announced at a later date. In lieu of  flowers donations to
the Aurora Historical Society would be appreciated.
Online condolences at www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

DOROTHY CLARK MCCLURE
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COMING EVENTS

Not everyone needs your services all the time, 
but, it you want to be there when they do...

Advertise in THE AURORAN
At Your Service directory.

  
  

   

 

 

 
                

   

    
  

  
   
  
 

  

CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 
Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN

DENTAL

 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

LIMOUSINE

STONE MASONRY

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL 

THE AURORAN OFFICE AT 

905-727-3300 905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES  
Licensed, insured 25 years exp. 

Plumber 
Joe

416-568-6928

the

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil Enhancement Iest & Disease Control P

StructIee Pruning r T rIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTI ent 

orcemental Reinf forcementtur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTER

AUTO DRIVING SCHOOL

CLEANERS

PLUMBER

MEMORIAL

POWER WASH

Radiant health, 
& inner peace.

 QIGONG & YOGA

www.yogaforlife.ca

Andrea Roth
905-505-1324

t health, 
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.e& inner peac
h
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eliffeforogafo.ywww

ea RndrA
905-505-1324

YOGA

TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

WOODWORKING

WATER

BUSINESS SERVICES

CARPET SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

FUNERAL SERVICES

 

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

  
    

     
   

 
 

     

 
    

   

 

   

     

 
 
 

 
   

    
    

     

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

 
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

+

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insuredÊ/ est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work

Mike
THE WOODWORKER

* Kitchens
* Libraries

* Doors

705-305-7572
woodwork.magic@gmail.com

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs
49$ *

NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*
*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)

www.transitauto.ca
or FREE

1-877-STONE-13

  
   

   
  

 

 

   
    
  
     
      
    

                
                         

 

     

Admission is free and donations are
gratefully accepted and used to help
maintain the track site. 15922 McCowan
Road, Whitchurch-Stouffville (north of
Aurora Road at the corner of  St. John's
Road). For more information, visit rich-
mond-hill-live-steamers.tripod.com.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12:
The Aurora Public Library presents
Money Smarts 101: A free money manage-
ment and budgeting workshop with
Family & Credit Counselling Services of
York Region. What is your ‘money person-
ality’? Topics: strategies of  saving for
needs, wants and emergencies, reaching
your financial goals, ten rules of  budget-
ing, all about credit. 7 p.m. in the Lebovic
Room. To pre-register, call 

905-727-9494 x 275.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
The Peter Miller Charitable Foundation
Golf  Tournament benefiting Southlake
Regional Health Centre will take place
today at Silver Lakes Golf  Club. This
tournament has supported Southlake
since 2007, raising $120,000. Held the sec-
ond Thursday in September each year at
Silver Lakes Golf  Club, this year the tour-
nament will be held on September 13,
2012, and will support priority needs at
Southlake. This long running event is
organized by The Peter Miller Charitable
Foundation  and Family in memory of
their father, Peter Miller. Family, friends
and local community attend this event
and are provided with tax receipts per the
allowable amount. This is a fun, relaxed
golf  event. Foursome participation is wel-

comed. Price: $200/golfer. For more infor-
mation, call 416-363-2614.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
Garden Aurora! The Aurora Garden Club
presents our Annual Art and Flowers in
Bloom Show at the Aurora Cultural
Centre. This one day show will feature flo-
ral design and cut flower competitions by
our award winning designers, members
and youth members. Not to be missed are
floral design interpretations of  an exhibi-
tion of  paintings by St Andrew's College.
The show takes place from 12 noon to 4
p.m.at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22
Church St., Aurora.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
The Aurora Historical Society will host a
screening of  the film Moon Point this
evening at 7 p.m. This comedy was filmed
in and around York Region – including

Hillary House – and now it returns for a
one-night showing at Theatre Aurora.
Stay after the show for a Q&A with direc-
tor Sean Cisterna. Tickets are available
through the AHS and are $5 for members
and $7 for general admission. For more
information, call 905-727-8991.

* * * * 
The GIG Centre presents the Cruising
Acappella Quarted today at the Lebovic
Centre for Arts and Music, 19 Civic Street,
Stouffville. Free coffee and munchies.
The event includes a sing-a-long, open
mic and jam with many talented musi-
cians. You will be  glued to your seats as
the CRUISIN QUARTET brings 30 years
of  experience in their entertainment
throughout all of  North America. 
For more information visit www.alyet
man.com/thegigcentre.

From page 2
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Experience is “relevant factor” in determining conflict: lawyer
ing. The evidence of
Stephen Granger, Ms.
Copeland added, did not
indicate this was the case.
The evidence of  John
Gallo came late in the
game and Bob McRoberts
declined to submit an affi-
davit.
"My friend makes the

position - and I disagree
with this on evidence -
that there was no specific
discussion of  a defama-
tion action," said Ms.
Copeland. "The evidence
is quite clear that this
motion that was passed on
September 14, 2010 was
the authorization for the
defamation action that
was launched. It is not
contradicted by anyone -
even by the respondent's
affidavits in cross exami-
nation [except for
Grainger] who said, 'I
can't tell you for sure what
the motion covered.'"
The lawyer, however,

seemed to question the
"independence" of  the
affidavits from the
Councillors, saying they
were "virtually word for
word" in their descrip-
tions of  events that took
place during the closed
session meeting which
aren't reflected in the
minutes. She said she
cross-examined them on
it, but nevertheless, she
said the affidavits "don't
show the independent rec-
ollection of  the witness."
Therefore, she argued,

evidence from Messrs.
Garbe and Leach should
be the preferred evidence.
Ms. Copeland argued

that it is not necessary for

a pecuniary interest to be
immediate, certain, or
that a final decision was
made to go ahead with the
lawsuit, but simply that
bringing forward a
motion in her name was
discussed. 
"It is our submission

that the respondent had a
pecuniary interest both in
potential damages from
the lawsuit and in the
legal fees extended to her
benefit in bringing a law-
suit," said Ms. Copeland.
"The respondent argues
there was no discussion of
bringing a lawsuit [at the
meeting and I] don't
accept that the evidence
based on a review of  the
whole record.
"The court should find

there was a discussion
during the meeting in
bringing a lawsuit in the
respondent's name.
Essentially it was a dis-
cussion that a lawsuit
might be brought in her
name or in the Town
Solicitor's name or in the
Integrity Commissioner's
name. That decision was-
n't made, but there was a
discussion about bringing
a defamation action and
the Town indemnifying
her for her costs."
It wasn't, she argued,

"inherently improper" for
the Town to pay for litiga-
tion, in this case on behalf
of  Ms. Morris, but the
then-mayor had "obliga-
tions" for someone in her
position to declare a con-
flict of  interest. 
"You can't wish away

the $6 million damages
and claims by saying, in
fact, 'I wasn't interested in

the money, I was interest-
ed in finding out who the
bloggers were' because the
nature of  the claim that
was put before the court
and was authorized by the
Town Council included a
claim for damages," said
Ms. Copeland. 
"She had been a mem-

ber of  the Town Council
for three terms at that
time beginning in 1994.
She had been elected
mayor in the fall of  2006
and had essentially served
out almost her complete
term as Mayor by the time
this happened. That expe-
rience is a relevant factor
in assessing the likelihood
they were familiar with
the requirement of  munic-
ipal law."
At the beginning of  her

arguments, however, Ms.
Copeland covered right off
the bat the issue which
was to become one of  the
key planks in the argu-
ments put forward by
lawyer Steven O'Melia on
behalf  of  Ms. Morris. Ms.
Copeland's arguments ran
over the expected time, so
Mr. O'Melia's arguments
will continue on a date yet
to be set by the courts, but
he had ample time to cover
the issue of  timing in this
case. 
M s .  C o p e l a n d

addressed these issues
head-on, underscoring the
limited information that

was available to the public
on this matter as the dis-
cussions which led to the
defamation lawsuit in
question were held behind
closed doors. 
Under the Municipal

Conflict of  Interest Act,
an elector such as Mr.
Hervey has six weeks
from the time they believe
there may have been a
contravention of  the act to
bring legal action.
Although the motion
which led to the lawsuit
happened in the early
hours of  September 15,
2010, with further infor-
mation hitting the public
in mid-October of  that
year, Ms. Copeland argues
that the six week count-
down should begin with
the release of  the execu-
tive legal summary of
George Rust-D'Eye in the
Spring of  2011. 
Mr. Rust-D'Eye was

external legal counsel
hired by the Town of
Aurora to investigate any
obligations the Town may
have had in paying Ms.
Morris' legal fees in the
defamation case up until
the time the Town's
involvement was termi-
nated by the newly elected
Council. The Town did, he
found, and Council ended
up paying over $55,000 in
legal fees.
"What's necessary is

not merely that the appli-

cant [Mr. Hervey] may
have had knowledge of
the facts which may have
[constituted] a contraven-
tion of  the act, but also
that the applicant put two
and two together and
came to the conclusion
there may have been a
contravention," said Ms.
Copeland.
"Because this was a

closed session meeting,
that reasonable basis did
not exist until the subse-
quent Town Council made
public a report by George
Rust-D'Eye on March 30,
2011."
Ms. Copeland argued

that until the executive
summary was released -
which both parties agreed
was "informed hearsay" -
that information before
the public was limited.
The limitation period in
bringing forward a case,
she said, should "not be
interpreted to allow the
very secrecy of  the closed

session meeting to cloak
the information that an
applicant would need to
know there was a basis to
bring the application."
There is no evidence in

the minutes as to the
extent of  Ms. Morris' par-
ticipation in the meeting
and the court, Ms.
Copeland added, should
be "hesitant" in dismiss-
ing a case based on such
limited information to the
public. The Rust-D'Eye
report was the trigger, Mr.
Hervey said in his testi-
mony, that a breach may
have occurred.
"I had never before

seen anything in writing
from a highly reputable,
long-established lawyer
that made the sort of
statement that he made in
the executive summary, so
I accepted his statement
as being both credible and
accurate," said Mr. Hervey
in his evidence.
The case continues.

From page 1

Town “borrowed Morris’ name”
to start lawsuit: Lawyer

By Brock Weir

For Steven O’Melia, the
lawyer defending former
Aurora mayor Phyllis
Morris in the lawsuit
brought against her from
resident George Hervey
claiming she breached the
Municipal Conflict of
Interest act in her aborted
defamation case, timing is
everything.
Although Mr. O’Melia did

not have time to conclude all
of  his arguments by the
time court was recessed just
after 4 p.m. on Friday after-
noon,  one of  the key argu-
ments he presented to the
court was Mr. Hervey was
simply too late to bring a
claim against Ms. Morris on
an alleged breach of  the act. 
The authorization for

Ms. Morris’ $6 million law-
suit against three local blog-
gers came in a late-night
closed session Council 
meeting which commenced
on September 14, 2010. 
Mr. Hervey, however,

launched his legal action in
May of  2011. The catalyst for
Mr. Hervey’s action, it is
said, was the Rust-D’Eye
report which came the pre-
ceding March outlining the
Town’s legal responsibili-
ties to pay Ms. Morris’ legal
fees through December 2010. 
“Clearly Mr. Hervey had

knowledge of  the fact the act
may have been breached,”

said Mr. O’Melia in his argu-
ments. “In fact, he went fur-
ther than that. Mr. Hervey
was part of  a group of  peo-
ple who were meeting to dis-
cuss that very topic.”
Mr. O’Melia claimed Mr.

Hervey was meeting as
early as January 2011 with a
group of  people including
former mayor Tim Jones,
former councillor Alison
Collins-Mrakas, and Bill
Hogg, one of  the three
named defendants in Ms.
Morris’ defamation suit
which started the whole
thing, and had sought an
outside legal opinion to see
if  a breach may have taken
place. 
“This goes much beyond

a simple interest in the mat-
ter, or concern over what
had taken place,” said Mr.
O’Melia. “This, in my sub-
mission, reflects a very clear
knowledge of  the facts of
what took place. 
“We’ve gone beyond

mere speculation. We’ve
actually gone to a point
where those suspicions are
strong enough to seek legal
counsel on whether or not
there is a legal basis for an
application. The content of
that is irrelevant. What’s
important to a limitation
perspective is an opinion
was sought, and that to me
shows a highly developed
sense there was a potential

Continued on page 23
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to 

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 
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(2 Weekends)

905-726-4132

Sending  your teen to us
for 4 days this summer

could save their life.

(Left) Organizer Kathy Densmore, waitress Jade Irvine, and cleaner Kaitlin Gay, standing, were proud to serve the Cromarty Family –Leah, Mariah, Ashley, and Franciska
– during the event. (Centre) The Brighten Your Day team greeted restaurant patrons as they came to dine. (Right) Local musicians, including Matina Z provided the 
entertainment in the bar.    Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Morris would have to be “claivoyant” to detect conflict
issue here.”
In Mr. O’Melia’s view, the

clock began ticking for Mr.
Hervey to file his suit
against Ms. Morris on
October 19, 2010, when The
Auroran published a “noto-
rious” article outlining the
circumstances of  how the
defamation lawsuit came
about. 
“I don’t see how, in this

record, the Court cannot 
possibly dismiss this appli-
cation,” said Mr. O’Melia.
“The onus on the respondent
showed the application may
have had knowledge prior to
March 29 [the date of  the
Rust-D’Eye report] and for
that reason alone...this 
application needs to be 
dismissed.”
Although it was argued

by Jill Copeland, the lawyer
for Mr. Hervey, that the publi-
cation of  Mr. Rust-D’Eye’s
executive summary was key
because his respected legal
opinion was what convinced
her client there may have
been an issue under the
Municipal Conflict of
Interest Act, Mr. O’Melia
cited a letter to the editor of
this paper which he claimed
cast doubt on that claim. 
Entitled “Lawyer’s

Comments have no factual
base”, which was published
in The Auroran on April 19,
2011, Mr. Hervey, in an open
letter to Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe, singled out just one
sentence of  the Rust-D’Eye
decision as being at issue:
“Council was concerned that
statements, if  defamatory
and left unchallenged, would
adversely impact the public
interest, undermine public
confidence in municipal 
government, and govern-
ment officials and disrupt
the functioning of  Town
Council.” This sentence,
wrote Mr. Hervey, “does not
express care, clarity or accu-
racy. It is a disgrace to have it
as part of  Aurora’s history.”
Temporarily leaving the

issue of  Mr. Hervey, Mr.
O’Melia said it was “very
clear” in Ms. Morris’ affi-
davit that the $6 million
defamation suit against Mr.
Hogg, Richard Johnson, and
Elizabeth Bishenden,
among others, was “com-
menced by the Town in her
name as capacity of  the
mayor.”
“The evidence in support

of  that would be the fact the
Town Solicitor was instruct-
ing [law firm] Aird and
Berlis. She wasn’t copied on
those instructions. The
Town literally bo rrowed her
name in order to carry out
the action Council had
directed, but this was far
from a personal lawsuit. The
evidence clearly shows that
this was a Town initiated
action.”
In arguments during the

hearings related to Ms.
Morris’ defamation suit,
however, the lawsuit was
characterised by Ken Clark,
the lawyer in that case as not
a lawsuit of  a “Township or

corporation” but “Phyllis
Morris in her capacity as
Mayor”, “a lawsuit by a pub-
lic official to be able to pro-
tect her reputation”, and
repeatedly rejected the idea
it was a “government
action.”
Looking ahead to what

arguments he intends to
bring forward when the case
resumes (at an as-yet
unscheduled date), Mr.
O’Melia said they are also
going to argue there was no
pecuniary interest in Ms.
Morris’ lawsuit.
“The reason we state so

is...the affidavit of  Ms.
Morris which has the actual
chronology and I think it is
important for the court to
put yourself  into the shoes
of  Ms. Morris at that date
and determine whether or
not at that meeting she
could have had reason to
determine whether or not
she had a pecuniary 
interest.
“The applicant went into

this meeting not knowing

what could be done. In fact,
all members of  Council did-
n’t know how to address
this.”
Ms. Morris, he added,

would have to be “clairvoy-
ant” to have known there
would be a conflict.

Cleaning (and dining) for a Reason
By Brock Weir

If  you walked into Boston Pizza on Wednesday
night, greeted by the team of  cleaners from
Brighten Your Day Home Cleaners, you were 
probably put immediately at ease when told you
were in the right place.
You may have also been told you were about to eat

for a “Reason.”
Brighten Your Day recently marked its tenth

anniversary in Aurora and the company partnered
with Boston Pizza to raise money for two charities –
Cleaning for a Reason and Hospice King Aurora. 
Kathy Densmore said her company has long been

a champion of  Cleaning for a Reason, which con-

nects local house cleaners with women in the com-
munity who are undergoing cancer treatment. 
Cleaning and maintaining the home is the last

thing these women and their families need to think
about when going through that trying time and it is
through the foundation that the cleaners step up to
the plate and fill that gap.
On Wednesday, August 15, 20 per cent of  all sales

at Boston Pizza between 6 and 9 p.m. were divvied
up between the two charities while being enter-
tained by Newmarket musician Matina Z and her
band.
“Cleaning for a Reason is a way we contribute

back to the community,” said Ms. Densmore. “Not
only are we giving back to the community, but my

staff  also have heartfelt memories of  what they did
for the person so it is just a beautiful thing.”
Ms. Densmore’s team covers Aurora, King,

Newmarket, Stouffville, Richmond Hill and the
southern end of  Sharon and when they do their
work through the program, she said there are usual-
ly tears on both sides.
“They’re overwhelmed right when you first meet,

let alone at the end of  it all and it is just a wonder-
ful thing,” she said. “Unfortunately, there’s always
somebody who has been touched by cancer. The
feedback is that it is a great cause. It’s not just the
person going through cancer, but their whole
extended family and the whole community.
“The foundation is invaluable.”

From page 22
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* Limited time offer.  See sales rep for details. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustrations are artist’s concept only. 
Rockport® is a registered trademark of Rockport and used under license. ©Rockport 2010. All rights reserved. E.&O.E. 2012. Brokers protected.
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Ridgewood II is the ultimate expression of carefree resort-style living - a place that feels like 

the weekend… everyday. An intimate 6 storey condominium with exceptional recreational 

facilities including a sumptuous outdoor saltwater swimming pool and indoor  hot tub. 

Miles of area trails and ravine parks. Nearby cafés. Fabulous shopping and minutes to GO 

Transit. Incredible suites with equally incredible views. An oasis of gracious tranquility 

in the heart of historic Aurora. Come home to Ridgewood II and leave the world behind. 

Presentation Centre: 180 John West Way, Suite 103, 
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