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Chicanes in northeast quad 
could be on the chopping 
block this week
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By Brock Weir

The personal safety of  victims of  domestic violence, sudden death,
and other traumatizing cases could be ramped up in the months ahead
by Victim Services of  York Region, in an initiative which will also help
improve response times.

Victim Services is working towards securing the things they need to
implement their Domestic Violence Emergency Response System for
at-risk and at-need individuals throughout York Region, which could
include not only home alarm systems but also personal devices. 

This initiative is one of  many projects that will be tackled in the fall
and through 2013 thanks to proceeds from the 2012 Magna Wild West
Hoedown, taking place on the lawns of  Magna on the evening of
Saturday, September 15. 

Victim Services of  York Region was one of  20 community groups
and volunteer organizations that will be sharing the proceeds from the
annual fundraiser, the largest of  its kind in York Region. 

According to Kelly Cetnarski of  Victim Services, the group plans to
use their share not just to bring on board more advanced home and per-
sonal security systems, but also provide further support for their vol-
unteer base, volunteers who are tasked with tackling many challenging
situations in the field.

"We [told Magna our goal is] to make sure the money goes towards
funding emergency needs for alarm systems or personal alarm sys-
tems for people we have to house, for instance, that are incredibly high

By Brock Weir

Local kids - including shoppers and gymnasts - caught Olympic
fever a few hours early on Friday afternoon with a talk from three-
time Olympic medallist Anne Ottenbrite-Muylaert at Upper
Canada Mall.

Ms. Ottenbrite-Muylaert, who won three medals - a gold, silver
and bronze trifecta - was on hand Friday, a couple of  hours before
the London 2012 Opening Ceremonies to speak about her Olympic
experience and allow young fans and aspiring Olympians to get up
close with her three medals, won in the pool at the 1984 Olympiad
in Los Angeles. 

Other groups getting into the act were local gymnasts from
Newmarket's Pulsars Gymnastics Club, tumbling and leaping to
an ever-growing audience of  spectators, as well as members of  the
North York Community Choir. During the celebrations, passers-by
could stop at their makeshift lounge in one of  the mall's central
courts to get comfortable on red sofas to watch live the unfolding
story of  the United Kingdom, the Queen becoming the latest in a
long line of  Bond Girls, and the parade of  Olympic hopefuls
around the globe. 

As the anticipation for the opening ceremonies grew, so too did
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Kids catch Olympic fever 
with three-time medallist

The “Bob Marlee” Tribute Band, including Lazo above, played to a packed crowd in Town Park on
Wednesday, the latest in Aurora’s Concerts in the Park series. Although midway through their 
performance, sponsored by Crabby Joe’s, was cut short by rain midway through their set, the audi-
ence also enjoyed a special appearance by the “Council Kritters.” (See page 15) This week’s concert
features Danny Scott and The Great American Song Book and is sponsored by Rockport. The show
gets underway Wednesday, August 1 at 7 p.m. at Town Park.            Auroran photo by David Falconer

Victim Services to ramp up 
personal safety for those at-risk

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
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KIA OF NEWMARKET

By Brock Weir

The fate of  traffic calming measures in Aurora’s northeast quad-
rant could soon be sealed.

Councillors are going to have their first crack this week in tack-
ling the data collected from a community-wide survey earlier this 
year on the future of  the much debated traffic calming measures in 
the area, including the controversial chicanes. 

234 responses were received from the Town’s survey which was 
delivered in hard copy and online. 138 of  these responses, accord-
ing to Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure, 
were from residents of  the quadrant itself. When asked which traf-
fic calming measures residents would like to see removed from the 
area, the overwhelming loser from both residents inside and out-
side the quadrant were the chicanes. Nearly 40 respondents from 
inside the area, however, said they did not want to see any of  the 
measures removed, compared to about five residents from greater 
Aurora.

Traffic calming measures in the neighbourhood include the chi-
canes, traffic diverters, one way streets, speed humps and cushions, 
curb extensions, and time of  day restrictions. 

Police arrest 43 in alleged
staged collision fraud

By Brock Weir

Over 40 arrests have been made across York Region after a string 
of  staged auto collisions in the Region’s southern tier. 

The arrests come after ongoing investigations from the York Re-
gional Police and the Insurance Bureau of  Canada dating back to 
August 2010. According to Sergeant Keith Merith of  the York Re-
gional Police, the Insurance Bureau of  Canada (IBC) first became 
aware of  several staged vehicle collisions, which all occurred with-
in a three kilometre radius of  each other in the Vaughan area. 

The IBC investigated the cases for 18 months before turning their 
evidence over to the York Regional Police which launched Project 
Sideswipe in March to investigate 65 drivers and passengers in-
volved in the collisions. 

“As a result of  our investigation, we have arrested 43 suspects 
and we have issued 22 arrest warrants,” said Sgt. Merith at a press 
conference on Thursday. “In total, 199 charges have been laid, in-
cluding conspiracy to commit an indictable offence, fraud under 
$5,000, fraud over $5,000 and obstruct police. 

“We believe this project has made a significant impact on the 
problem of  staged collisions within York Region.”

83 First Commerce Dr., Aurora 
905-727-8848 | mrgreek.com 
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The 2012 Olympic Games in London wrapped up on Sunday, but local athletes marked the end of 
the games a day early at Upper Canada Mall. Performers from the York Region Community Choir, as 
well as Aurora’s Evolution Gymnastics team – including (top photo from left) Amelie, Luiza, Natalia 
and (in front) Declan, were on hand to celebrate Canada’s Olympic performance. The young gym-
nasts kicked, flipped,  somersaulted for the crowds, perhaps dreaming of following in the footsteps 
of fellow gymnast Rosannagh “Rosie” MacLennan of King City who is bringing home Canada’s only 
gold medal.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

COUNTING DOWN TO RIO 2016!
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Hillary House National Historic Site  

Open May — September 3rd, Monday through Sunday   

10:00 am—4:00 pm  
General Admission $3 — Seniors & Under 12 yrs $2 

AHS Members Receive Free Admission   

 
 
August 25, Camp Map It! 

September 15, Moon Point  

September 29, Culture Days  

October 19, The Hillary House Ball  

For More Details Please Visit  

AURORAHISTORICALSOCIETY.CA  

905.727.8991 
15372 YONGE ST., AURORA  





 

-WEDNESDAY, JULY 11
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents
a dynamic afternoon lecture series in celebration of  the
ongoing gallery show Ontario Society of  Artists
Celebrates 140 Years. 1 p.m.: Eileen Menzel, OSA, with
the lecture "Say it With Mixed Media"; 2 p.m. Janet
Baker, OSA, with "Leaving Room for Serendipity - An
Artist's Evolution"; 3 p.m.:  Andrew Benyei, OSA, with
"From Clay to Bronze - Sculpting Secrets Revealed." All
welcome - free admission. Wheelchair accessible at
north entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818 or visit

www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.
THURSDAY, JULY 12

The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents
the All About Perspective Drawing Workshop (adult
ages 16+). Artist-instructor Khatcho will guide in tech-
niques focusing on natural, atmospheric and linear, as
well as 1, 2 and 3-point perspective. Registration in
advance; workshop fee includes large-format paper. For
info or to register please call 905-713-1818; full details at
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, JULY 14
The Humber River Shakespeare Company presents
Macbeth tonight at Town Park. The performance gets
under way at 7 p.m. Suggested donation is $15, but
admission is pay what you can at the park. Bring your
friends, your family, a picnic, and a blanket and witness
swords clashing, witches enchanting, madness and
mystery entwining, and war drums pulsing! For more
information visit humberrivershakespeare.ca or call
416-209-2026.

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents
Doors Open Aurora celebrations from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Drop by the Centre throughout the day for dynamic and
exciting programs. Photo presentation: Postcards of
Old Aurora: The McRoberts Collection, with Bob
McRoberts on hand to answer questions from 10 a.m. - 2
p.m.; painting performances with OSA artist Alex
Tavares from 10.30 a.m. - 1.30 p.m., and T. Reilly
Hodgson from 1.30 - 3 p.m.;  classical piano performance
featuring Oleg Samokhin at 11.45 a.m., and Valentin
Bogolubov at 1.30 p.m.; community art projects and
gallery visits throughout the day. Free admission - all
welcome! Wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For
info please call 905-713-1818, or visit www.auroracultur-
alcentre.ca.

SUNDAY, JULY 15
Aurora's famed Merlin's Hollow garden will open its
doors for the final time this season today, showcasing
their summer flowering perennials, ponds and water
gardens. The garden will be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and admission is free. For more information, call 
905-727-8979.

* * * * 
Fabulous Festival Fundraiser - Jonathan's Restaurant
Sunday, July 15th, from 3 - 8 p.m. Live jazz+
Entertainment; Beer/Wine Tasting; Visual Arts
Display and silent auction supporting the Award
Winning 2012 Aurora jazz+ Festival. RSVP: 905-841-1807.
Limited seating.

TUESDAY, JULY 17
Bonsai Hill Tea House hosts "The Youthfulness of
Summer", an evening of  poetry featuring poets, story-
tellers, and musicians. Featured musician is Alex
Nugent, and poets include Luleta Brown, Deborah
Campo, Stephanie Davidson, Sterling Dillinger, Billy
Ferguson, Susana Lucia, Linda Squires, Dierdre
Tomlinson, Malcolm Watts and guest poets are wel-
come to take advantage of  the open mic. The evening
lasts from 7 to 9 p.m. and performances begin at 7.15.
Limited seating. 

THURSDAY, JULY 19
The Third Annual Portraits of  Giving exhibition opens
today at the Aurora Cultural Centre. The occasion will
be marked with a charity opening reception at the
gallery located at 22 Church Street. The exhibition is
the work of  York Region Photographer Karen Merk
and writer Heather Ann Lambert. It features portraits
of  inspirational people who have given back to their
communities in amazing ways. Join our 2012 hon-
ourees, Portraits alumni and local dignitaries. In the
spirit of  giving, 100 per cent of  the $10 entry fee will be
donated to the Heart and Stroke Foundation. The recep-
tion includes presentations, music, food, drinks, and
lots of  good feelings. For more 
information, contact portraitsofgiving2012aurora.
eventbrite.com.

SATURDAY, JULY 21
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents
Sowing the Seeds of  Heritage: Artifacts from Members
of  the York-Durham Association of  Museums and
Archives. Stroll through the Aurora Room in a series of
small vignettes from YDAMA members - from the post
office and railway station, dressmaker's shop and local
farming implements, to a homestead kitchen - and the
tavern! Join us for the Opening Reception from 1 - 4
p.m.; don't miss a demonstration on dousing at 2 p.m.!
Free admission and light refreshments. Heritage exhi-
bition continues through until August 28. Summer
Gallery hours Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.;
Saturdays 12 - 4 p.m. Wheelchair accessible at north
entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818, or visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents
Celebrating Our Summer Exhibitions, with a launch of
three art gallery shows that will continue through the
end of  August. Opening Reception from 1 - 4 p.m.; all
welcome.  "Let It Go!" A New Installation by early
career artist T. Reilly Hodgson, "North of  60:
Photography of  the Arctic" from Ralph & Margarete
Brunner (show & sale), and "Work From Heart, Mind &
Hand: A Group Exhibition" featuring the work of  24
artists from the Uxbridge Artist Collective. Guests will
also enjoy Portraits of  Giving 2012, opening July 19.
Summer Gallery hours Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
Saturdays from 12 noon - 4 p.m. Wheelchair accessible
at north entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818, or
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * *
Everyone can get their car washed and support Eating
Disorders of  York Region (EDOYR) on Saturday, July
21st at Richmond Hill Honda. Friendly Honda employ-
ees will work their car-cleaning magic from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. for $5 a wash. Three dollars from every wash will
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JUNE 2 - JULY 14
The Ontario Society of  Artists hosts a mem-
bers' exhibition celebrating the Society's
140th anniversary at the Aurora Cultural
Centre. The show brings together over 100
works of  art from nearly 100 individual mem-
bers. Gallery hours are Tuesday - Friday from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturdays from 12 noon to 4
p.m., and during special events. Two after-
noons of  artists talks will be held June 11 and
July 20. Five selected OSA artists over the two
afternoons will discuss their creative process
in a series of  live demos and illustrated lec-
tures. All are welcome to attend and admis-
sion is free. For more information, contact the
Cultural Centre at 905-713-1818 or visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

JUNE 26 - JULY 15
Unleash the artist within! Paint a small (4" x
4") canvas for the 'Who Dunn-it Art Gallery'
(WDI Gallery) supporting the 2012 Aurora
jazz+ Festival. Your masterpiece will be dis-
played at Jonathan's Restaurant in Aurora but
no one will know 'Who Dunn-it' until it is pur-
chased July 15th.  'Who Dunnit' masterpieces
will be offered at $20 per canvas at The Jazz
Fest's Fabulous Festival Fundraiser at
Jonathan's July 15th 3 - 8pm. Contact:
info@aurorajazzfest.com 905-841-6893.

JULY 3 - 24
Eating Disorders of  York Region presents a
four week program: Guidance and Assistance
for Family and Friends of  Those Striving to
Overcome an Eating Disorder Support Group
with Flora Svinarenko. The group meets for
four Tuesdays starting on July 3 from 6.45
p.m. to 7.45 p.m. Support for family and
friends is vital in the recovery of  a loved one.
A family member or a friend needs to be a
strong, safe and consistent source of  support
and needs to take care of  themselves in order
to do so. It is good to know that you are not
alone when you experience stress, frustration
or anger. An eating disorder affects the whole
family. Meetings will take place at 300 John
Street, Suite 300, Thornhill, ON. L3T 5W5.
Register online or call 905-886-6632 or email
support-group@edoyr.com.

JULY 4 - JULY 24
Aurora artist Herbert Pryke will host Plein
Air Summer Painting, a four week outdoor
art program starting July 4 at the Oak Ridges
Community Centre (12895 Bayview Avenue).
Each week is a new location and outdoors
every time. Cost for the program is $67.10 for
residents, $77.10 for non-residents, and $46.97
for seniors. To register, contact Kim Smylie,
Adult Program Coordinator for the Town of
Richmond Hill at 905-882-4295 x.3153 or
ksmylie@richmondhill.ca. 

JULY 9 - 13
The Aurora United Church will hold its Fruit
of  the Spirit Vacation Bible Camp beginning
July 9 from 8.30 a.m. to 12 noon for kids ages 5-
12. Movies, Crafts, Snacks, Games and Music.
$25/child. Please call the church at 905-727-
1935 to register.

JULY 9 - AUGUST 20
Eating Disorders of  York Region presents a
six week program, Life without Ed, an eating
disorder support group. It will meet for six
Mondays beginning July 9 (excluding the long
weekend) from 5 to 6 p.m. It will take place at
EDOYR's headquarters in Aurora at 15213
Yonge Street, Ste. 15 (Just south of  Wellington
in the old Post Office building). Eating
Disorders of  York Region is a registered non-
profit organization. Register online or call
905-886-6632 or email support-
group@edoyr.com.

JULY 10 - JULY 31
Eating Disorders of  York Region presents a
four week program, Healing and Emotional
Eating: Using or Refusing Food to Cope, with
psychotherapist Marilyn Strauch. It  meets
for four Tuesdays starting on July 10 from 4 to
5 p.m. Individuals with eating disorders may
restrict, overeat or emotionally eat in an
effort to numb out or not deal with uncomfort-
able negative emotions, or to reinforce a posi-
tive mood. Unfortunately, after each episode,
there is generally increased self-criticism
around weight, body image and lack of  con-
trol; in addition to long term negative physi-
cal conditions. The program will take place in
Richmond Hill at 115 Wertheim Court, Suite
511 (East off  West Beaver Creek, North of
Hwy 7). Register online or call 905-886-6632 or
email support-group@edoyr.com.

benefit EDOYR's programs.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 25

Garden Aurora! Invites  you to hear Peter Gill from the
Ontario Water Garden Society speak about 'Container
Water Gardens'. You can enjoy water gardening even in
a small space. Join us 8 p.m. at the Royal Canadian
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora. More
information at www.gardenaurora.com.

* * * *
Chartwell Seniors Housing Reit is hosting a Cooking
for a Cause BBQ in support of  the Canadian Diabetes
Association today at Newmarket's Seniors Meeting
Place. Members of  the public are invited to attend a fab-
ulous diabetes-friendly BBQ prepared by chefs at
Alexander Muir, Barton, and Park Place Manor
Retirement Residents. You will have an opportunity to
learn easy recipes while enjoying a healthy meal in sup-
port of  the Canadian Diabetes Association. The bene-
fits of  good nutrition and wise food choices lower your
levels of  the risk of  diabetes. The barbeque begins at
Noon. For more information, contact Maureen O'Leary
at 905-727-2952.

SATURDAY, JULY 28
The Aurora Historical Society and Hillary House will
host "Camp Dig It! Nature Detectives" the second event
of  Camp Hillary for kids ages seven - 11. Cost is $15 for
the day or $35 for all three camps. Pre-registration is
required and there is a maximum of  20 kids per camp.
Camp runs from 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more informa-
tion, contact the Aurora Historical Society at 905-727-
8991. (Rain Date: August 11)

TUESDAY, JULY 31
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents
the Making Professional Art Prints without a Press
Workshop (adult ages 16+). Artist-instructor Valerie
Kent will provide an enjoyable day-long introduction to
a process of  printmaking that can be replicated at
home. Paint a series of  images on sanded Plexiglass,
and then transfer them to specialty papers. Once com-
pleted, your print can be framed or taken to the print
shop to create a note card series. Workshop fee includes
all materials For info or to register please call 905-713-
1818; full details at www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

AUGUST 3 - 5
The Aurora Festival of  the Arts will host the Aurora
jazz+ Festival Friday to Sunday at Town Park. The

Aurora jazz+ Festival (Aj+F) is produced by the Aurora
Festival of  Arts (AFA), a not for profit Ontario corpora-
tion.  The Aurora jazz+ Festival showcases & supports
local talents offering three days of  music and art in the
park.  AFA's mission includes, in general, the develop-
ment of  local cultural community by building a diverse
Arts/Music Festival network attracting artisans and
patrons to the heart of  York Region annually. Jazz+
means the Aj+F includes all possible arts and music
genres from Reggae to Rock; First Nations to World
Music, Canadian Funk, Blues and Jazz.  Local visual
artists display and perform live painting in park, while
diverse vendors prepare and serve foods of  the world.
Enjoy great music, art, culture, food, beer/wine, kids'
crafts, shopping and the ambiance of  the beautiful her-
itage Town Park setting located in the cultural core of
Aurora, in the centre of  York Region. For more infor-
mation, visit www.aurorajazzfest.com.

AUGUST 14 - 25
Theatre Aurora presents "Private Lives", Noel Coward's
1930 romantic comedy.  It focuses on a divorced couple
who discover that they are honeymooning with their
new spouses in neighbouring rooms at the same hotel.
Despite a perpetually stormy relationship, they realise
that they still have feelings for each other.  What hap-
pens next? Directed by Sal Aguila and produced by
Natasha Viskosky.  The show runs August 14, 15, 16, 17,
18, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.  Curtain at 8 p.m.  This is the first
show of  the 2012-13 season, our 55th season.  Visit the
Theatre Aurora web-site www.theatreaurora.com for
further information. Tickets are currently available by
buying a season subscription.  Public sale of  individual
show tickets begins July 3.  They will be available on-
line through the web-site, by phone at 905-727-3669, by
email at taboxoffice@bellnet.ca or in person at the
Theatre.  Theatre Aurora is located at 150 Henderson
Drive, Aurora.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25
The Aurora Historical Society and Hillary House will
host "Camp Map It! Olympics" the third and final event
of  Camp Hillary for kids ages seven - 11. Cost is $15 for
the day or $35 for all three camps. Pre-registration is
required and there is a maximum of  20 kids per camp.
Camp runs from 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more informa-
tion, contact the Aurora Historical Society at 905-727-
8991. (Rain Date: September 2)

TOURNAMENT

t

Crow’s Nest

JULY 9 - AUGUST 20
Eating Disorders of  York Re-
gion presents a six week pro-
gram, Life without Ed, an eat-
ing disorder support group. 
It will meet for six Mondays 
beginning July 9 (excluding 
the long weekend) from 5 to 
6 p.m. It will take place at 
EDOYR's headquarters in Au-
rora at 15213 Yonge Street, Ste. 
15 (Just south of  Wellington in 
the old Post Office building). 
Eating Disorders of  York Re-
gion is a registered non-profit 
organization. Register online 
or call 905-886-6632 or email 
support-group@edoyr.com.

JULY 19 - AUGUST 31
Merk Photography and the 
Aurora Cultural Centre pres-
ent portraits of  giving in the 
upper atrium of  the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. The exhibi-
tion is the work of  York Region 

AUGUST 17-27
The Aurora Performing Arts 
Group will hold auditions for 
a variety of  roles in their up-
coming production of  Anne 
of  Green Gables: The Musical. 
The casting call includes roles 
for school kids, particularly 
dancers and singers. For more 
information For more informa-
tion, contact the Aurora Per-
forming Arts Group through 
its website at www.aurorap-
erformingartsgroup.com or 
contact manager Sarah Kyle at 
keepsinging@rogers.com.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19
Christ the King Church will 
hold a “Blessing of  the Ani-
mals” this morning at Fleury 
Park (Aurora Heights and 
Young) beside the arena. Events 
get underway at 10.45 a.m. For 
more information, call Joyce at 
905-713-6797.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23
The Aurora Cultural Centre 
will host the second of  two 
free, family friendly "Star Par-
ties" this afternoon from 1 - 4 
p.m. at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. Drop in and paint three 
specially created bisque-fired 
stars, created and donated to 
the Centre by the Pine Tree 
Potters' Guild. One of  your 
stars is to take home. The other 
two will be placed on sale this 
December in support of  the 
Centre's annual Starr, Starry 
Night fundraiser. All proceeds 
raised in December will sup-
port ongoing programming 
initiatives. Painting tips and 
techniques will be guided by 
the Centre's art instructor Hel-
en Rodroguez. It is a good idea 
to wear something art-ready 
- painting can be messy fun. 
No advance registration is re-
quired. For more information, 
contact the Centre at 905-713-
1818 or visit www.auroracul-
turalcentre.ca. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25
The Aurora Historical Society 
and Hillary House will host 
"Camp Map It! Olympics" the 
third and final event of  Camp 
Hillary for kids ages seven - 11. 
Cost is $15 for the day or $35 for 
all three camps. Pre-registra-
tion is required and there is a 
maximum of  20 kids per camp. 
Camp runs from 9.30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. For more information, 
contact the Aurora Historical 
Society at 905-727-8991. (Rain 
Date: September 2)

MONDAY, AUGUST 27
Trinity Anglican Church’s 
“Clothes Closet” will hold its 
Grand Re-Opening today from 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. in its new lo-
cation at 79 Victoria Street 
(lower level). All money raised 
through their sale of  gently 
used family clothing, shoes, 
and coats goes right back to 
helping people in need in the 
Aurora community. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28
The Windfall Ecology Centre 
will hold the seminar Solar 
101 – What You Need to Know 
About the Feed in Tariff  (FIT 
2.0) Program tonight at 6 p.m. 
at its office at 93A Industrial 
Parkway South. Join our So-
lar Advisors to explore the ba-
sics of  solar energy and learn 
about the new rules for Ontar-
io's Feed-In-Tariff  programs. 
Discover the benefits of  com-
munity power and examples of  
successful projects around the 
world.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
The Evergreen Choir starts 
its fall season today. This past 
year, the Seniors’ Evergreen 
Choir, under the direction of  
Dr. Richard Heinzle, has grown 
to forty enthusiastic members. 
The choir is open to all mem-
bers of  the Aurora Seniors 
Centre, and joining in the fun 

is not difficult. All you need is 
a desire to sing, $50.00 for the 
entire season from September 
2012 to June 2013, and a free 
afternoon every Wednesday. 
We have altos, sopranos, tenors 
and basses. So whatever range 
you sing in, there is a spot for 
you. Enrollment will take place 
at the front desk of  the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West 
Way, 905-726-4767, today. We 
hope to see you there. 

SEPTEMBER 6 – 
OCTOBER 6

The Aurora Cultural Centre, 
22 Church Street, is proud to 
present Andrean Art: An Ex-
hibition of  Paintings from St 
Andrew’s College Sept. 6 – Oct. 
6. Over 50 fine art pieces from 
students, Old Boys and faculty. 
A rare glimpse into a collection 
never before exhibited off  cam-
pus. Opening Reception Sept. 
20 from 7 – 9 p.m.; all welcome. 
Gallery hours: Tuesday – Fri-
day, 10  a.m. – 4 p.m., Saturday 
12 p.m. – 4 p.m., and during 
special events. For info call 905-
713-1818 or info@auroracultur-
alcentre.ca.

SEPTEMBER 7 - 9 
Aurora will hold its annual 
RibFest at Machell Park at the 
above dates.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

The Aurora Cultural Centre at 
the Aurora Farmers’ Market 
presents the Ontario Plein Air 
Society (OPAS) Plein Air Chal-
lenge, with an invitation to lo-
cal artists to join this exciting 
outdoor painting opportunity 
in the Aurora Farmers’ Mar-
ket neighborhood. Register at 
our booth at the Market at 8.30 
a.m., where you will receive 
your map and instructions. 
Paint within a designated area 
from 9 - 11 a.m. Return to the 
Market in time for judging; all 
paintings then available for 
sale to the public from 11.30 - 1 
p.m. Free registration for mem-
bers of  the OPAS; $10 fee for all 
other artists.  For info please 
call 905-713-1818, or www.auro-
raculturalcentre.ca.

SEPTEMBER 8 - 9
The Richmond Hill Live Steam-
ers host the second of  their 
2012 Open House weekends 
this weekend from 10.30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. The Steamers are a small 
non-profit hobby club whose 
members own/operate/build 
miniature operating steam and 
diesel locomotives. The group 
will be offering train rides 
pulled by miniature steam or 
diesel locomotives on their out-
door train track through the 
woods for train lovers of  all 
ages. Snacks and souvenirs will 
be available to purchase.  Ad-
mission is free and donations 
are gratefully accepted and 
used to help maintain the track 
site. 15922 McCowan Road, 
Whitchurch-Stouffville (north 
of  Aurora Road at the corner 
of  St. John's Road). For more 
information, visit richmond-
hill-live-steamers.tripod.com.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
The Peter Miller Charitable 
Foundation Golf  Tournament 
benefiting Southlake Regional 
Health Centre will take place 
today at Silver Lakes Golf  Club. 
This tournament has support-
ed Southlake since 2007, rais-
ing $120,000. Held the second 
Thursday in September each 
year at Silver Lakes Golf  Club, 
this year the tournament will 
be held on September 13, 2012, 
and will support priority needs 
at Southlake. This long run-
ning event is organized by The 
Peter Miller Charitable Foun-
dation  and Family in memory 
of  their father, Peter Miller. 
Family, friends and local com-
munity attend this event and 
are provided with tax receipts 

per the allowable amount. This 
is a fun, relaxed golf  event. 
Foursome participation is wel-
comed. Price: $200/golfer. For 
more information, call 416-363-
2614.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
Garden Aurora! The Aurora 
Garden Club presents our An-
nual Art and Flowers in Bloom 
Show at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. This one day show 
will feature floral design and 
cut flower competitions by 
our award winning designers, 
members and youth members. 
Not to be missed are floral de-
sign interpretations of  an ex-
hibition of  paintings by St An-
drew's College. The show takes 
place from 12 noon to 4 p.m.at 
the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 
Church St., Aurora.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
The GIG Centre presents the 
Cruising Acappella Quartet 
today at the Lebovic Centre 
for Arts and Music, 19 Civic 
Street, Stouffville. Free coffee 
and munchies. The event in-
cludes a sing-a-long, open mic 
and jam with many talented 
musicians. You will be  glued 
to your seats as the CRUISIN 
QUARTET brings 30 years of  
experience in their entertain-
ment  throughout all of  North 
America. For more informa-
tion visit www.alyetman.com/
thegigcentre.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19
The Aurora Historical Society 
presents The Hillary House 
Ball this evening at The Man-
sion (DiNardos) on Industrial 
Parkway South. The Hillary 
House Ball will be the highlight 
of  the 150th anniversary year 
of  Hillary House. In honour 
of  1862, the year Hillary House 
was constructed, The Hillary 
House Ball will transform "The 
Mansion" with a Victorian-era 
theme. Guests will be encour-
aged to let Victorian trends 
inspire their own attire for 
the evening. More than 300 
guests will enjoy a seasonally-
inspired four course meal, 
dancing to the rich sounds of  
the After Hours Big Band plus 
special guest entertainment, a 
silent auction and opportuni-
ties to support Hillary House. 
The event will raise much 
needed funds for restoration 
and ongoing operations of  Au-
rora's heritage gem, Hillary 
House National Historic Site. 
For more information, contact 
the AHS at 905-727-8991.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17
The York Regional Police Male 
Chorus celebrates their 20th 
Anniversary fundraising   “In 
Harmony With the Communi-
ty” concert at the St. Elizabeth 
Seton Catholic Church, 17955 
Leslies Street in Newmarket.  
This special concert will fea-
ture the voices of  the Ontario 
Provincial Police Chorus, the 
Roselawn Public School Choir 
from Richmond Hill, the York 
Region Community Choir from 
Newmarket and the host York 

Regional Police Male Chorus,   
Start time is 7.30 p.m.  Tickets 
are $10.00 and can be purchased 
from any member of  the police 
chorus or by phoning  905-727-
9676. Email orders can be made 
at mcclenny349@rogers.com  
Advance ticket sales will en-
sure you a seat.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
The Doane House Hospice will 
hold its third annual Unique 
Craft and Gift Show today from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Newmar-
ket Community Centre (200 

Doug Duncan Drive, Newmar-
ket). For more information, 
call 905-967-0259.

JULY 11 - 14, 2013
York Regional Police will host 
the 2013 Special Olympics Pro-
vincial Summer Games. More 
than 500 athletes will attend 
participating in athletics, soc-
cer, softball, rhythmic gymnas-
tics and golf. For more infor-
mation on Special Olympics 
Ontario Events, contact Inspec-
tor Maria Ahrens at 1-866-876-
5423 x 6710.

Photographer Karen Merk and 
writer Heather Ann Lambert. 
It features portraits of  inspi-
rational people who have given 
back to their communities in 
amazing ways. This year's hon-
ourees include Frank Stronach, 
Steve Kearley, Lucille Abate, 
Rita Theil, Dean Turner, Nic 
Ahola, and Steve Forman. For 
more information, visit www.
merkphotography.com.

JULY 23 - AUGUST 17
The Down Syndrome Associa-
tion of  Toronto presents "A Step 
Upp", a socially transformative 
and empowering program for 
"Uniquely Precious People." The 
program is a holistic, activity, 
nutritional, and arts based teen 
and post high school summer 
day program for persons with 
Down syndrome. You are just 
in time to volunteer for some-

thing fun and worthwhile this 
summer and make a difference 
with your unique skills. Spread 
the word and tell a friend who 
you know would love to join 
us or make a financial contri-
bution to help reduce costs to 
our members. There is a great 
need for social, special interest 
and activity programs in the 
GTA for those who are specially 
abled and finished high school. 
This program is about develop-
ing a Dream Team which will 
be supported and will learn life 
skills such as safety, social in-
teraction, planning and travel 
via public transit. For more in-
formation, visit www.astepupp.
ca or call 416-771-4844.

MONDAYS THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER

The York Regional Police Male 
Chorus is a volunteer group 

which has represented York 
Regional Police locally, pro-
vincially and internationally 
since 1991. The chorus is add-
ing a second accompanist to 
their present Music Leader-
ship Team. It is not necessary 
to be or have been a police of-
ficer but you should be an ac-
complished sight reader who 
is willing to volunteer your 
time as the chorus entertains 
at seniors’ residences and for 
various non profit organiza-
tions. Rehearsals are Monday 
from 7.30 to 8.30 p.m. at 17250 
Yonge Street, Newmarket.  
If  you are interested in be-
ing part of  the chorus fam-
ily please contact 905-830-0303, 
ext. 6717 or the chorus su-
pervisor at 905-727-9676 or by 
email at mcclenny349@rogrs.
com for further information.
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FIRE BAN LIFTED
When it rains, it pours, and many people were

happy last week when Aurora got pounded with
much needed rain. The Central York Fire Services
(CYFS) may have also been breathing a sigh of  relief
and now the Fire Ban which has been in place in
Aurora and Newmarket due to the unusually dry
weather has now been lifted. The ban was lifted effec-
tive immediately on Friday by CYFS Fire Chief  Ian
Laing after being placed on both towns on July 17.
CYFS reminds residents that they are “to reference
open-air burning bylaws in each municipality for reg-
ulations and restrictions regarding controlled out-
door fires. For more information contact Central
York Fire Services at 905-895-9222 or visit
www.cyfs.ca. 

PINK PORTAGE MARCHES ON
Etobicoke Native Andrew Metcalfe, who inspired

many residents as he carried his pink canoe through
Aurora earlier month as part of  his Pink Portage
fundraiser for the Canadian Cancer Society hopes to
wrap up his trek this week in Windsor. At press time,
Mr. Metcalfe had just passed London, ON and he
hopes to reach Windsor, his final destination, by
Thursday. He began his trek in Kingston on June 3
and walked through Ottawa and from Ottawa through
the Barrie area before coming through Aurora on
July 5. At the time, Andrew had just gone over his
$5,000 fundraising goal with a total of  $7,600. Now in
the home stretch, he has raised over $22,000 for the
charity. 

Briefly
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York Regional Mayors Steve Pellegrini (King), Virginia Hackson (East Gwillimbury), Rob Grossi (Georgina), Tony
Van Bynen (Newmarket), and Geoffrey Dawe (Aurora) gathered at the East Gwillimbury GO Station during rush
hour traffic on Wednesday afternoon to highlight the new weekend GO Train service pilot project. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Weekend GO service met with 
lukewarm response

By Brock Weir

It's the old adage that
if  you don't use it, you
lose it - and that could be
the case with GO
Transit's new pilot pro-
gram offering weekend
GO Train service to
Aurora, King, and other
Towns along its Barrie-
Toronto line.

The pilot program was
launched for service on
Saturdays, Sundays, and
holidays on June 23 and
runs through September
3. It entails six south-
bound train trips to
Union Station with two
trips departing from the
Allandale Waterfront GO
Station in Barrie and
four from the East
Gwillimbury Station
between 10.20 a.m. and
10.55 p.m. 

Going the other way,
all six northbound trains
depart from Union
Station between 12.20
p.m. and 12.10 a.m.

Considering, however,
the high priority area
residents put on
increased GO Transit
service, and indeed the
excitement over the
planned all-day services
that are slated to be put
in place in advance of
the 2015 Pan Am Games
in Toronto, uptake in the
weekend service has
been slower than expect-
ed, according to local

officials.
Accordingly, last week

the Mayors Geoffrey
Dawe of  Aurora,
Virginia Hackson of  East
Gwillimbury, Rob Grossi
of  Georgina, Steve
Pellegrini of  King
Township, and Tony Van
Bynen of  Newmarket
descended on Ms.
Hackson's turf  during
rush hour train service
on Wednesday to drum
up support and aware-
ness of  the pilot project.

"I haven't heard very
much from anybody,
which is a little bit disap-
pointing," said Mayor
Dawe on the feedback.

"That is why we're
here today," added Mayor
Pellegrini. "They're look-
ing for at least 250 riders
and there are only
around 50 so it is one of
those things where they
are being proactive.
People have been asking
for this service, so get
out and use it. If  not, it is
not sustainable, and
they're going to shut it
down and then we're
back to everybody com-
plaining that there is no
service on Saturday. It's
that vicious circle and
we've got to get people on
the train using it."

Despite the lack of
ridership in the first few
weeks of  the pilot pro-
gram, both mayors are
hopeful things change,

not just because the peo-
ple asked for it, but also
for the benefits it is
going to bring to the com-
munities served by the
Toronto-Barrie Line. 

"As well as taking peo-
ple into the city, it is also
going to be bringing peo-
ple up here," so we have
the Jazz Festival coming
up [this weekend],
Ribfest coming [in
September, so people can
come up and visit us on
the train," said Mayor
Dawe. "It just gets the
idea of  people coming
into Aurora and King. It
is a way we can improve
our overall economy. It
moves us towards where
we need to be, encourag-
ing alternate forms of
transportation.

"The other thing is the
environment," added
Mayor Pellegrini. "We
keep telling people, 'Get
out of  your cars and use
public transportation!',
so here it is. Use it.
Provinces have made big
statements that we're not
going to be paving roads
and we have to better uti-
lize the infrastructure
we have, so using GO all
day is a great thing."

According to Mark
Ostler, a spokesperson
for GO Transit, the feed-
back they have received
from riders so far is very
positive and they have
expressed appreciation

By Brock Weir

A 57-year-old Aurora
man remains in critical
condition in a London,
ON, hospital following 
a glider accident on
Sunday.

The Grey County
attachment of  the
Ontario Provincial
Police (OPP) received a
call around 6.00 p.m. on
Sunday of  an “unre-
sponsive male” after the
aircraft crashed in the
southwest corner of
Side Road 15 and
Southgate Road 8 in the
Township of  Southgate,
according to a statement

from police. 
The pilot in the acci-

dent has been identified
as David A. Mulders of
Aurora. Mr. Mulders
remains in critical con-
dition in the city’s
Victoria Hospital. 

“The [pilot] was one
of  many glider enthusi-
asts from the Toronto
Soaring Club flying glid-
er aircrafts above the
Township of  Southgate
in Grey County when
the mishap occurred,”
said Constable Alina
Grelik in a statement.
“The victim abandoned
his aircraft and
deployed his parachute

at an unknown altitude
after his aircraft
encountered mechani-
cal difficulties.

“[Mulders] collided
with the ground. He was
air-lifted to London
Hospital with life
threatening injuries.”

The Transport Safety
Board is investigating
the accident. Constable
Grelik noted the air-
craft in question has
been identified as a 1975
Meukom Composites
Glider, Model ELFES4A.
The OPP’s Mount Forest
Identification Services
Unit is assisting in the
investigation.

that there is additional
service under this sum-
mer pilot. Although he
said there is no threshold
identified in terms of  rid-
ership to determine the
success or failure of  this
pilot project, he said it
would be evaluated based
on the objectives of  the
"Big Move", Metrolinx's
regional transportation
plan, "the desire to test
new markets, the rider-
ship potential of  those
new markets, the revenue
and operating costs, and
the availability of
resources."

Resident in critical condition after glider accident

Hervey v. Morris in Courts this week

Post Office closes Friday

Hillary House receives BMO grant

Briefly
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the excitement of  the kids' questions
fielded by Ms. Ottenbrite-Muylaert. The
interaction also provided her with an
opportunity to reflect on her own expe-
riences marching into the stadium in
1984.

"It was absolutely incredible," she
said. "We had many moments when we
walk through the whole thing and then
walk into the Olympic Village, for exam-
ple, and I describe it as like walking the
Yellow Brick Road. You walk in there
and you go into Oz. It is just a different
world. Being at the village, you're with
all the athletes from all over the world,
all different sports, all with the same
goal, and that is to be the best they 
can be."

Unlike many of  the athletes bustling
around "Oz", however, Ms. Ottenbrite-
Muylaert was in the minority earning
the opportunity to climb up on the podi-
um three different times.

"It was an experience that you can't
really put into words, except that your
life flashes before your eyes," she said.
"You worked very hard for that moment
and you savour that moment. I think it
is, of  course, being on the podium and
receiving it. It was the entire trail to
that point. That's what creates charac-
ter, that's what creates the character you
become, so that to me has more value

than [the medals themselves].
"These are nice to have but the value

was the journey."
Although her winning Olympiad was

in 1984, Ms. Ottenbrite-Muylaert has yet
to fully step out of  the pool. She is the
head coach of  the Pickering Swim Club
and tries to instill these values in the
160 kids within the club. She emphasis-
es how to train, but also mental skills to
keep in the zone. 

"I think it is about how do you make
yourself  better. It should always be how
do you improve yourself  and how do you
make yourself  be the best person you
can be and never look back and doubt
that you didn't give the best that you can
give."

Although Aurora hopefuls, such as
champion rower Peter McClelland, did
not make the cut for London 2012, plenty
of  York Region athletes are represent-
ing the area in the games. Among their
ranks is Newmarket's Sheila Reid , who
will be competing in the 5000m competi-
tion. 

"I know everyone in Newmarket-
Aurora will join me in wishing her all
the best on the days ahead," said MP
Lois Brown in a statement. "Our coun-
try's athletes are a source of  inspiration
and great pride, and Canadians around
the world will be united in cheering
them on."

Olympic experience was “like Oz”
From page 1

David Blaser (L) and Alexander Pope (C) will be formally crowned co-kings of the
2012 Aurora jazz+ Festival this week. The two won their royal positions at a Festival
kick-off party at Jonathan’s Restaurant earlier this month and had their crowns
sized up by Festival organizer Sher St. Kitts (R).              Auroran photo by Brock Weir

jazz+ Fest starts Friday
By Brock Weir

Crowds are expected to
fill Town Park this week-
end as the 2012 Aurora
jazz+ Festival and Artisan
Fair gets underway. 

The music starts at 6
p.m. on Friday with
Vanck - Mark Pezzalato on
the MasterCut Stage.
Additional performers
include Sounds
Caribbean, the Julian
Troiano Band, the Astro
Droids, and K.C. Roberts. 

Saturday is a full day,
officially opening at 2
p.m. after the Aurora
Farmers' Market has
wrapped up for the day,
but from 10 a.m. to 12
noon in Town Park rev-
ellers will be able to enjoy
activities ranging from
laughter yoga to a Zumba

class. 
Kevin Myles Wilson

kicks off  the performance
schedule at 2 p.m. fol-
lowed by the After Hours
Big Band, North of  Dixie,
B.F. Soul. Six Ways to
Sunday, Juice, Patricia
Duffy, and La Nai - The
Free People before George
St. Kitts and the Sounds of
Motown take the stage to
cap the evening at 9.15.

More subdued activi-
ties mark the start of  the
festival on Sunday with a
noontime Peace in the
Park event, "a non-denom-
inational multi-faith gath-
ering blessing the Aurora
jazz+ Festival and York
Region arts", before
Courtenay Field gets the
park jamming again at
12.30. Courtenay will be
followed by acts ranging

from the Boogie Boy
Blues Concert (with a kid
friendly program), the
Manatee Band, Michael
Massaro, Glen Marais, a
drums circle, the Kush
Ensemble, Rob Tardik,
Jamie Miller, Stacey
Kaniuk, and the Cocksure
Lads before Neil
Chapman takes to the
stage at 9.30 p.m. for a Big
Rock finale.

As for the "plus" in
"jazz+ Festival", arts
activities will be ongoing
throughout Town Park
and the surrounding area
during the Festival,
including First Nations
crafts, custom kite-mak-
ing, a "paint in", and free
art and music workshops.

For more information,
visit www.aurorajaz-
zfest.com. 

T h r e e - t i m e  O l y m p i c
m e d a l l i s t  A n n e
O t t e n b r i t e - M u y l a e r t
shows her gold, silver, and
bronze medals for swim-
ming won in the 1984
Olympiad in Los Angeles
to young gymnasts Mateo
Zeppierri and Chelsea and
Madison Fontane.

Auroran photo
by David Falconer

30”, 36”, 48”, 60”

$599.99

*Quantities are limited, so please shop early best selection*
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walrickdisposal.ca

Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Call 1-877-782-5865 and speak to one of 
our Service Reps to arrange a day and time for 
delivery.

2. On the day of service one of our Drivers will 
come and deliver the Mini-Bin.

3. Once you have filled the Mini-Bin, call and 
our Driver will come back to pick it up and 
take it away.

It’s That Simple!
For pricing in your area please call

1.877.782.JUNK

Mini-Bin Services 
Are Ideal For:

can think of...

materials in our Mini-Bins: tires, 
chemicals, solvents, oils and 
hazardous waste. If you are 
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for 
delivery and pick-up:

Monday to Saturday:
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a 
friendly and professional service 
by both our Service Reps and 
Drivers.

5865

We accept Visa & Master Card
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COUNTRY LIVING MINUTES FROM THE CITY 

Virtual Tour - http://tours.360housetours.com/public/vtour/display/60422?a=1

Call Karin Rossi 
for a viewing 
(416) 518-0648 or 
(705) 424-7748
KarinRossi@look.ca

Incentive 
Realty Inc., 
Brokerage 

Independently Owned & Operated

$769,000

Custom built 2 story architecturally designed home, centrally located, 10 minutes from Barrie and Hwy 400, 40
minutes north of Toronto. Minutes from schools, shopping, dining and entertainment. This exquisite Essa town-
ship home on 6.9 acres, boasts the lowest taxes in the region. Amenities include: 5500 square feet of finished
living space, open concept, with full finished basement, oversized vinyl clad windows, maple hardwood floors,
silent flooring system, travertine tile, central air, central vac, ultra violet disinfection water softener system, cus-
tom kitchen with island, breakfast bar and granite throughout. Additional features: 4+2 bedrooms, 4 full bath-
rooms, hot tub, 4 ft deep salt water sport pool, huge wrap around deck, in ground sprinkler system, pet contain-
ment invisible fence, oversized triple car garage, balcony off master bedroom, master ensuite laundry chute,
double sided fireplace, cathedral ceilings, sunken family room, oversized mudroom, main floor laundry, main
floor office, stereo sound throughout home, outdoor flagstone fire pit, separate entrance to base-
ment, ample storage and a view from every window of wildlife in your back yard.

All this for only:
$769,000

Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.

ASK US 
ABOUT THE HST

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

 

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Providerpertaining to colour.

"If  we go with this, is it
true to say that when we go
out to tender, depending on
which manufacturer we go
with, there is a good proba-
bility we will get different
colours of  green?" asked
Councillor John Gallo. "Is
that a fair statement?"

The short answer from
Mr. Simanovskis was yes.

"I don't know how
noticeable those differ-
ences will be," he said.
"They do change the
colours from manufacturer
to manufacturer so they
would be different, but I
don't know if  you would be
able to notice it. [In our sur-
vey] General Motors identi-
fied a charge of  $200 for
vans and passenger vehi-
cles based on a green
colour and that was due to
the way they manufactured
their lots, so it would be to
factor them into produc-
tion, whereas Ford didn't
have a charge. 

"We have a [Ford] out to
tender, so in the current
proposal they will not have
additional charges so it
depends on the manufac-
turer"

Three new green trucks

will soon be noticeable in
the Town's fleet in a deal
which is likely to be ten-
dered at next month's
Council meeting.

"The preferred vendor
was contacted to deter-
mine any impacts to the
cost or delivery of  chang-
ing from white to green
and verified that there
would be no impact based
on this change," said Mr.
Simanovskis in his report.

This was, said
Councillor Buck, in line
with her own research.

"With the three suppli-
ers I contacted, there was
no impact for anything,"
she said. "The green that
we're talking about is a
generic green. If  you ask
for a fancy green, you'll
likely add an additional
cost. We're not asking for a
fancy green. We're asking
for a commercial green

which was the traditional
colour of  parks vehicles
ever since we had a parks
department."

From page 9

First green trucks expected soon

Local real estate agent Farid Ameryoun got more than he bargained for when he
picked up the hat, shown above, at a antiques store in Virginia this summer.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

There must have been some magic 
in the old felt hat he found

By Brock Weir

Some might go home
disappointed if  your
eagerly anticipated flight
to Las Vegas got cancelled
due to plane trouble -
especially if  you were
hoping to strike it rich at
the poker tables.

This may have been
going through the mind
of  Aurora real estate
agent Farid Ameryoun,
when after waiting for a
continually delayed flight
to Sin City to cash in his
Aeroplan miles, he got
frustrated and decided to
go to Washington D.C.
instead.

Little did he realise it
was the first time Lady
Luck was on his side. As
soon as he changed his
destination, his original
flight was cancelled but
he was on his way.

Mr. Ameryoun is a rep-
resentative for York
National Realty, which is
now housed in the his-
toric Hartman's Corners
School House on
Wellington Street near
Berczy, which was
painstakingly restored by
his brother Farsheed. 

While he wanted to do
a bit of  gabling, given his
love of  history and his-
toric curios, a weekend of
site seeing and souvenir
hunting in the
Washington area seemed
the next best thing - and
he would be able to work
in a last-minute Iron
Maiden concert to boot! 

"I got on the smallest
plane you can imagine, it
was like a bus with
wings," Mr. Ameryoun
said of  his trip. "I came
out [on the other side]
and there was a huge elec-
trical storm and there

was no power in Virginia.
Before I came back to
Canada on Sunday, I
decided I was going to go
shopping for antiques."

There was really noth-
ing else to do, he said,
aside from a quick visit to
a shooting range, which
was populated by grand-
mothers packing heat,
and taking a few scenic
snaps, so it was off  to his-
toric Leesburg, Virginia,
to take in the antiques
scene. There, he hap-
pened upon a large
Victorian house and here
is where Lady Luck
rejoined the trip. 

"This Victorian house
was filled," he said. "You
could not walk around
without knocking some-
thing over and it was
filled with every odd item
you can imagine. I went
from room to room and
towards the end I saw this
hat sitting on box. It was
an interesting looking
hat. I picked it up and it
was in very good condi-
tion, but tried it on and it
didn't quite fit."

As he was about to
walk away from the eye-
catching vintage head-
wear, a young woman
approached him in the
store and insisted he buy
the hat, so he produced
$30 for both the hat and
the box and headed to the
airport.

"There's something
amongst all these thou-
sands of  items that I was
just drawn to the hat to
begin with," he said. "I
like anything antique, but
especially a gentleman's
hat from that time period.
I have similar hat of
orange leather and it was
one of  the few items
[along with my wife's

wedding band and
Japanese dolls] that I sal-
vaged from my house that
burned down four years
ago."

This hat, however,
might now take pride of
place in this collection,
because with his $30 pur-
chase, Mr. Ameryoun got
farmore than he bar-
gained for. 

Upon arriving at the
airport with his luggage
and his latest purchases
in tow, he discovered that
the hatbox would not fit
into his suitcase. He went
to throw the box into the
trash, but true to airport
convenience, it wouldn't
fit into the bin either. The
only option was to rip the
box apart. As he began to
tear it apart, he was quick
to discover there was
more to the box than
meets the eye - a packet
from the Bank of
Shreveport.

"Right away when I
started to pick up the
envelope, something told
me there were valuables
in there," he said. "The
paper clip looks like it
hasn't been touched in
quite a while."

What was inside was
$1,300 worth of  $100 bills
dated from the early 1930s
to the mid 1960s, all in an
unmarked envelope from
the now-defunct financial
institution. 

"When I was sitting
down waiting for my
flight, I was trying to look
at the envelope and read
all the details and the
locations and just trying
to imagine where this
money might have come
from," he said. "I assumed
it came from a man
because it was a gentle-
man's hat. He may have

been taking his life sav-
ings and putting it a hat
box. He certainly didn't
tell anyone and my
assumption is when he
passed away, his next of
kin or his children sold all
his items. The interesting
thing is the hat and the
box stayed together and
they sat on the shelf. It
was just waiting for me to
come and pick it up.

"At the airport, I was in
a rush and I really had to
catch the flight. I thought
I might be late for my
flight, so I really wish I
had kept the box. I really
regret throwing that box
out. The other thing that
went through my mind
was a few minutes earlier
I was going to toss the box
in the trash with all this
money sitting in there and
that would have been the
end of  the story. 

"As soon as I looked at
the envelope before open-
ing it my heart skipped a
beat. I knew there was
something interesting
about this. As soon as I
saw the money, I thought
these things only happen

in the movies. "
Mr. Ameryoun is cur-

rently content to be the
latest custodian of  this
hat and its previous
owner's money. With
some of  the bills now
worth more than face
value, he said he is
unlikely to cash or sell
the rest, but one person
who is a bit richer out of
the deal was the woman
in the antiques store who
talked him into buying

the ill-fitting hat. She was
wired $300 out of  the
windfall. 

Although he concedes
it is probably a lost cause,
he would like to find out
more about its owner and
its journey from
Shreveport to Leesburg
and now to Aurora. The
first port of  call is the
millinery company,
Dobbs, which still thrives
in its New York City loca-
tion on Fifth Avenue. 

By Brock Weir

Having been born in Huntington, NY, Aurora’s Nick 
Skillens has lived and breathed baseball on both sides 
of  the cross-border fence.

While he got his start in baseball in the country 
where the sport is its national pastime, he made his 
mark in this northern frontier dominated by hockey. 
It’s his prowess on the Canadian diamonds, however, 
that has led him back across the border to live out his 
dream.

Nick is currently winding his way down with his 
family to Oklahoma, where he’s about to start study-
ing at Northwestern Oklahoma State University on a 
baseball scholarship.

For Nick, it is a reward for the hard work he has put 
in not only on the Aurora High School baseball team 
and as a player on the elite Ontario Jays, but also in 
overcoming physical challenges.

“I am on the smaller side, and I have been over-
looked a lot of  times because of  my size and they 
were one of  the first schools to talk to me,” Nick told 
The Auroran. “They said my size wasn’t really a fac-
tor because of  my work ethic and how hard I try on 
the field. It’s kind of  an eye-opener for me to see that 
other people think I have talent too!”

Nick first caught the eye of  Oklahoma scouts when 
he was on their home turf  in a pretty busy fall sched-
ule with the Ontario Blue Jays last year. At the time, 
the team was squeezing in about 60 games from the 
beginning of  September through the end of  October. 
They were on the road and it was in the middle of  the 
schedule when they hit Oklahoma. 

“Just by chance, a coach from my school was scout-
ing in the crowd and I had one of  the best games of  
my life,” said Nick. “I made one catch that I just went 
face first into a metal outfield wall. They saw my work 
ethic. A lot of  schools write me off  because of  my 
size, but my work ethic, I think, was the main reason 
they were drawn to me.”

As an American-born Canadian player, Nick has 
a unique perspective on the beloved game. He was 
drawn to baseball as a youngster and told The Au-
roran that he really never remembers not being an 
avid baseball fan. Some of  his earliest memories are 
having a ball in hand with his dad and it is a passion 
which has never left him.

Huntington, a town on Long Island, is a place which 
he describes as a baseball “hotbed”. It was there that 
he was put into a t-ball league by his father around 
the age of  three and he ended up loving it and never 
wanted to stop playing.

He came to Canada at the age of  eight where he then 
became a student at Aurora Senior Public School. 
Although a pretty rounded sports enthusiast, by the 
time he got to Aurora High School, his passion for 
baseball was firmly cemented and his participation 
in hockey was falling by the wayside.

Aurora baseball player will be living his dream in 
Oklahoma 

“On the Canadian side, it has been said that we have 
a tougher hockey mentality just because that is the 
kind of  sport we’ve grown up with and the weather 
we have to endure,” he said. “We start our season late 
in April and the weather most of  the time is not that 
warm. I have played in games where it has snowed. 
The weather and other factors here create a mental-
ity for baseball that Americans don’t have. A lot of  
colleges and pro-teams are starting to pick up on that. 
If  you look at the number of  college scholarships that 
are given out to Canadian kids now as opposed to 10 
years ago with pro contracts, you will see a pretty big 
increase because I think teams are starting to catch 
on that Canadians play baseball too.”

Nick spent most of  last week packing up his things 
and getting ready for the big trip to Oklahoma. He 
left Monday and is taking his time getting down there 
with stops in Indianapolis and St. Louis. In St. Louis, 
he is meeting a former coach of  his who is now coach 
for the St. Louis Cardinals. Once he arrives, he is tru-
ly hitting the ground running with his first practice 
scheduled for the next day at 10 a.m.

“There is no time like the present when it comes 
to getting in shape, and I really have to be in tip-top 
shape to be a college baseball player,” he said. “It is 
not a guarantee yet that I will be a starter, so they 
have other guys that are right behind you looking to 
take your place. Even though the games don’t start 
until January, you still have to be able to show them 
what you’ve got.”

Looking ahead to his own future, he has advice for 
Aurora students who might be preparing right now to 
embark on their high school careers and may share 
the same dreams and aspirations as he did.

“I have always been a really small guy, but you can’t 
listen to what other people say about you,” he said. 
“Opinions aren’t facts and you just have to let them 
go. I didn’t end up listening to it and it ended up ben-
efiting me. I am living out my dream now. If  there is 
something you want, you just have to go for it. You 
never know what can happen.”

Aurora’s main post office on Wellington Street 
East, just east of  the Yonge Street will be closing its 
doors to the public this week. The retail and mailbox 
section of  the venerable building will be closing at 
the end of  business on August 17. Get your letters in 
while you can! Three Canada Post retail counters will 
remain open to serve the Aurora community, includ-
ing Regency Variety & Gift at the Aurora Shopping 
Centre (Yonge Street and Murray Drive), the Aurora 
Convenience Store (15461 Yonge Street) between Or-
chard Heights and Aurora Heights, and the Shop-
per’s Drug Mart at Bayview and Hollandview Trail.

Former Aurora mayor Phyllis Morris will be back 
in court this Friday, August 17. Ms. Morris is facing a 
lawsuit by Aurora resident George Hervey. Mr. Hervey 
alleges Ms. Morris violated the Municipal Conflict of  
Interest Act by not declaring a pecuniary interest in 
the meeting which led to her $6 million defamation 
lawsuit against three local bloggers, among others. 
Ms. Morris strongly denies Mr. Hervey’s claim. Mr. 
Hervey’s suit seeks to direct Ms. Morris to pay back 
the Town for all public money spent fighting her dis-
continued lawsuit. (approximately $55,000) If  his law-
suit is successful, Ms. Morris could be barred from 
holding public office for seven years.

The Aurora Historical Society will receive a $1,500 
grant from the Bank of  Montreal this week. The grant 
comes through their Volunteer Grants Program. The 
cheque will be presented to organizers and volunteers 
Thursday evening from BMO officials.

Aurora baseball player Nick Skillens is bound for Oklahoma this week, after scoring a coveted baseball scholar-
ship at Northwestern Oklahoma State University. The American-born Aurora High School graduate was discov-
ered by Northwestern Oklahoma after playing a game in the state with his Ontario Jays team.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Meet Brea Bartholet
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Brock Weir

Machell’s Corners

To submit a letter to the editor please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com – deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m.

Here it is the middle of  August and event tickets for 
the 2012 Magna Hoedown are already sold out.  Thank 
you!  

Thank you to those of  you that purchased tickets and 
will be attending the 24th edition of  this amazing event 
and thank you to the hard working volunteers who rep-
resent the recipient organizations, who will benefit by 
receiving all the proceeds from the sale of  those tickets.  

A special thank you to Mary Georgopoulos at Jona-
than’s Restaurant who acted as a retail outlet for sales.  
You will still see volunteers selling raffle tickets through-
out the community right up until Hoedown.  

The complete proceeds of  these raffle tickets again go 
right back to the recipient organizations.  

Magna continues to cover the costs of  producing Hoe-
down, as an organization that is committed to corporate 
social responsibility.  So, even if  you aren’t attending 
Hoedown you can still support the 20 recipient organiza-
tions who will benefit from the proceeds by buying raffle 
tickets.  

Not only will you doing your part for the community, 
you’ll also have an opportunity to win a piece of  the 
$100,000 cash that makes up the Prospector’s Raffle. 

 For further information on Hoedown, go to www.
hoedown.ca and Thank you for your ongoing support 
through the years.

Steve Hinder, Chair
2012 Hoedown Committee

For many years, people in King City & Aurora have 
been hoping that the GO Train would run on weekends.  

I am hoping that this pilot program will be given a fair 
chance as I believe that the reason it is being underuti-
lized is simply that people do not know about it.  

I understand that there have been signs at the stations 
but only people who use it during the week would see 
those. Commuters who use it every day are unlikely to 
be the ones to head back downtown on weekends. 

To be able to get the train, leaving the car behind, al-
lows us to shop, go to the theatre or concerts and have 
dinner with drinks and not worry about the drive 
home. 

I only became aware of  the service a couple of  weeks 
ago because I had to wait at the barrier in Aurora for the 
train to pass. Wondering why it was running on a Satur-
day, I came home to look up the schedule to find that the 
times it runs are very convenient. 

Hopefully this will become a permanent service.  

Joan Reardon  
Aurora

Hoedown is a
sell-out!

Weekend GO should
be given a fair chance

I hope you’re satisfied.
That goes out to all of  you 

in June and July who were 
clamoring for just a couple 
of  days away to get your 
lawn back up to snuff, or 
get the ground wet enough 
to burn things at will. Me? 
I was just glad that I have 
only had to trot out our 
newfangled battery-oper-
ated lawnmower twice this 
year. 

If  you were praying to any 
number of  deities for some 
precipitation, performing 
rain dances, or polishing up 
your divining rods just in 
case you had to go digging 
for some hydration...can 
you give it a rest, already? 

I am writing this weary 
Sunday morning – weary 
if  only for the reason I de-
cided to call it a night just a 
few hours ago putting aside 
my plans to construct an 
ark and hire a consultant to 
collect livestock two by two 
on my behalf, just in case. 
Livestock, you might be 
asking, and not our natural 
wildlife? If  you think I’m 
going to spend 40 days and 
40 nights on the high seas 
(formerly Wellington Street 
East) without a ready sup-
ply of  bacon, you’re sadly 
mistaken, buddy!

So, it was with a sigh of  re-
lief  I woke up this morning 
and saw it was bright and 
there was barely a cloud in 
the sky over Aurora. As of  
9.04 a.m., it’s a little bit dark 
in Newmarket...but that’s 
their problem.  

The rain washed out the 
second day of  the Aurora 
jazz+ Festival, created some 
uncertainty over what to do 
and how long to stay at the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market, 
and even made a dent in 
this column.

I had planned to do this 
grand introduction to the 
wonderful, in-depth stories 
further into this week’s 
paper covering the Aurora 
Jays in the playoffs with 
firsthand commentary on 
each home and away game, 
as the home team battled 
for recognition after an em-
battled season. However, 
the rain made fast work of  
that.

What it couldn’t do, how-
ever, was dampen the spirits 
of  our new sports reporter, 
Brea Bartholet.

Brea officially took over 
the reins of  our sports writ-
ing on Tuesday, August 6, 
filling the shoes of  Kevin 
Michie, who has covered 
the Aurora sports scene – as 
well as the sports scenes of  
our sister papers in King, 
Caledon, New Tecumseh, 
and Innisfil – for nearly a 
year.

Brea is a recent gradu-
ate of  Durham College’s 
journalism program. The 
Bradford native and long-
time karate enthusiast, 
who has also written for the 
Bradford Times, is looking 
forward to fully connecting 
with the Aurora community 

and readers of  The Auroran 
as soon as weather allows.

“My goal is to write sto-
ries that everybody really 
understands and everybody 
really wants to read,” she 
told me. “It’s hard to get 
people engaged in their 
community and know what 
is going on around them. I 
just want people to really 
be involved in what’s going 
on, know what their teams 
are up to, and how they are 
doing.

“I want to go to the games 
and I want to interact with 
the people who are watching 
the games. I want to be able 
to introduce myself  so my 
writing is portraying what 
the community is about and 
the hard work their teams 
are putting in.”

After attending the Uni-
versity of  Windsor focus-
ing on business, Brea found 
she was missing her true 
passion – English – and felt 
that journalism would be 
the perfect outlet for her. 
English, she said, had been 
her strongest subject all 
through elementary and 
high school, and was really 
something she enjoyed do-
ing. She had an inkling she 

would excel at journalism. 
Thankfully for her, and for 
us, it was a wise decision.

“I am an outgoing person 
and I really enjoy speak-
ing to people and meeting 
a lot of  new and different 
people,” she said. “You al-
ways get to speak with a lot 
of  different and interesting 
individuals and I really like 
that aspect [of  journalism]. 
That is something that re-
ally drew me in.

“I enjoy being able to ex-
press my vision of  a story 
through my words and I 
think that this is a really 
great way for people to ex-
press themselves. This is 
something I really love...and 
it can be a full time job!”

Although this week’s del-
uge – which took curtain 
call after curtain call – pre-
vented Brea from making 
the splash (ahem!) that she 
intended, she said, she’s 
been having a great time 
on the job. Everyone, she 
said has been nice and un-
derstanding, the interviews 
are going well, and connec-
tions are being made to the 
local teams. 

“I hope this is foreshad-
owing how the rest of  my 
career with you is going to 
go,” she said.

Brea is clear that she 
wants to be as engaged with 
the community as possible. 
To make that connection, 
whether it is your team, 
a local athlete, or a sports 
idea, feel free to email us! 
My details can be found in 
the masthead to the left, 
while Brea can be reached 
at brea@simcoeyorkprint-
ing.com. 

Welcome aboard!
Uh-oh. Spoke to soon. The 

Newmarket clouds are on 
the move!
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With all the talk about Aurora’s
Sesquicentennial Celebrations,
here’s a look back at one thing
Aurora did to mark its 100th
anniversary 49 years go. This com-
memorative plate from the celebra-
tions is in the collection of the
Aurora Historical Society includes
former historic sites and a few exist-
ing sites, including the former
Farmers’ Market building, Aurora
United Church with its original
steeples, a Fleury Plough, early loco-
motives, and the still familiar Yonge
streetscape. Which sites would be on
a 150th anniversary plate? Hillary
House and the Church Street School
seem like two top contenders!

Photo courtesy of 
the Aurora Historical Society
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A letter arrives in the mail. It's
from your doctor. While opening the
envelope, you wonder what this
could be about. It's not often that you
get a letter from him. A phone call
maybe, to remind you of  an appoint-
ment but you can't remember ever
getting a letter...And then you read
this:

"Dear Patient: I write to inform
you that in mid-April 2012, we dis-
covered that a hard drive that was
used in our office to store certain
medical records was stolen. We
believe that the hard drive that was
stolen contained some of  your per-
sonal health information."

The letter goes on to explain that
while "almost" all of  the electronic
records containing personal health
information stored in the doctor's
office are encrypted and password-
protected, the hard drive that was
stolen was neither encrypted nor
password-protected.

You can't believe your eyes as you
read on.

"The documents contained on the
hard drive may have included per-
sonal health information such as
your name, address, date of  birth
and medical information.

"We apologize for this unfortunate
incident and can advise you that we
are doing our utmost to ensure, to
the extent possible, that future pri-
vacy breaches are avoided."

Can't happen, you say? Well, it

shouldn't happen, but it
did. The preceding are
direct quotes from a let-
ter that was brought to
me by a constituent
this past week. Not
only was she distraught
that confidential med-
ical information was
now in some stranger's
hands, but she was
equally frustrated with
how this breach of  con-
fidential medical infor-
mation was being han-
dled. I don't blame her.

First, the letter states explicitly
that the theft of  the records was dis-
covered in mid-April of  this year.
The letter advising the patient of  the
breach was dated July 9, 2012 and
was date stamped by Canada Post on
July 12th. 

Why did it take three months for
the doctor to advise his patients that
their medical records had been
stolen? 

We hear enough stories involving
identity theft to know that serious
harm can be done with even the
most basic of  personal information,
let alone sensitive medical files.
While the letter expressed regrets
and gave assurances that steps had
been taken to prevent any future pri-
vacy breaches, there is no justifiable
reason for the fact that it took three

months to alert
patients.

Clearly, this is a
breach of  the Personal
Health Information
Act. That legislation,
passed in 2004, pre-
scribes that any per-
son or organization
who has control of
personal health infor-
mation records must
take steps to ensure
that those records are
protected against
theft, loss or unautho-

rized use. 
The legislation also requires that

if  a theft or loss occurs, the patient
must be notified "at the first reason-
able opportunity." In this case, the
doctor failed to comply with both of
these legislated requirements.

I have asked the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of  Ontario
to investigate. 

I also contacted the office of  the
Information and Privacy
Commissioner to determine if  the
doctor had reported this breach to
the Commissioner. I was told that
there were no records of  this breach
being reported.

I asked the Privacy Commissioner
to investigate to determine how this
breach came about, why the doctor
failed to report the breach and to
take the steps necessary to ensure

that all health information custodi-
ans are reminded of  their responsi-
bilities to ensure the security of
patient records.

YOU AND YOUR HEALTH
INFORMATION RECORDS 

I raise this issue, not to point fin-
gers at the medical practitioner
involved in this case, although he
must and will be held accountable
for failing to protect his patients'
health records but, more important,
to raise awareness of  how vulnera-
ble our information systems are to
privacy breaches. 

This is the third incident of  infor-
mation systems containing sensitive
personal information being
breached within the past few weeks. 

On July 16, Elections Ontario
announced that two USB keys carry-
ing copies of  voter information for
as many as 25 electoral districts
(including Newmarket-Aurora) were
lost or stolen. On June 6th, all 72 of
the ServiceOntario kiosks were shut
down because of  a security breach.
Those kiosks contain highly sensi-
tive information including drivers'
licence, credit and debit card num-
bers. They're still down today.

The next time you're seeing your
doctor, you may just want to ask how
safe your medical records are.

As always, I welcome your com-
ments or advice. Feel free to call me
at 905-750-0019 or contact me through
my website at www.frankklees.com

Despite the availability of  three
other outlets in town, there's a lot of
angst out there about the loss of  our
main Post Office, which will be clos-
ing its doors August 17.

I do feel for the employees, and
hope they are able to find work at
other local facilities, but it's not like
we all couldn't see this coming.  

Be honest; when was the last time
you received a letter in the mail?

I mean a "real" letter.  Not a "dear
occupant", or a mass-produced form
letter with your name mis-spelled,
noting you as the wrong gender, and
seeking a donation from an organiza-
tion you've never heard of. 

I can probably count on one hand
the number of  letters and even bills
I've received in the mail since the
beginning of  the year.   

Apart from the odd magazine, all
we seem to receive every week is
about 150 kgs of  fliers, pamphlets,
special offers, promotions and other
junk mail that goes directly into the
recycling bin.

Gone are the days
when, for example, one
would wait with great
expectation for a post-
card from a relative in
some faraway land,
usually receiving it sev-
eral days after they'd
returned home, but still
no less exciting to read.   

Nowadays, you don't
have to wait till the
mail arrives at 1 pm for
three lines of  illegible
two week old updates
on the back of  a post-
card depicting some ancient ruin
your cousin never even visited
because she spent all her time drink-
ing next to the pool.  

Now, it's old news if  you haven't
received a twitter update from her in
the last five minutes.  Or, if  you can't
wait that long, you can look at all her
vacation photos uploaded and posted
to her Facebook page within seconds
of  them being taken.  And you don't

even need to be near
your super-mailbox to
do this.

And it's not just
postcards, letters,
greeting cards and
other, what now seem
old-fashioned, forms of
communication that
have been replaced.
Everything else from
bills, to statements, to
magazines that used to
arrive four or five
times a week in our
physical mailboxes,

are all now available 24/7 in our elec-
tronic mailboxes, and on thousands
of  websites. 

So it's not a surprise that the post
office is closing.  In fact, it joins a
long line of  businesses that are
falling victim to advances in commu-
nication technology, such as printing
companies, video rental places,
record/CD stores, photography
shops, and many others.   

And this does not even touch on
companies that are suffering from
competition from increases in on-line
sales.

As for the latest victim in town of
electronic progress, when the post
office does move out in a few weeks, I
will be curious to see what fate awaits
the building itself, which sits on a
nice sized piece of  land right in the
middle of  town.  

Will it be used for other govern-
ment or municipal purposes (all
together now … "youth centre!")?
Will it join the ranks of  shuttered
shops in Aurora's downtown core?   

Or will it perhaps be taken over by
some new store, gamely trying to
make a go of  it, despite the busy traf-
fic and lack of  convenient parking?

I hope it's the latter, even if  it has
recently been suggested that there
are too many retail shops in town.

I far prefer them to the empty ones.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.

The Aurora jazz+ Festival will soon be upon us. Do you plan
on attending the three day festival in Town Park at any point
from August 3 - August 5?

A) Yes   B) No   C) Undecided
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7 %
UNDECIDED
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a 150th anniversary plate? Hillary
House and the Church Street School
seem like two top contenders!

Photo courtesy of 
the Aurora Historical Society
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A letter arrives in the mail. It's
from your doctor. While opening the
envelope, you wonder what this
could be about. It's not often that you
get a letter from him. A phone call
maybe, to remind you of  an appoint-
ment but you can't remember ever
getting a letter...And then you read
this:

"Dear Patient: I write to inform
you that in mid-April 2012, we dis-
covered that a hard drive that was
used in our office to store certain
medical records was stolen. We
believe that the hard drive that was
stolen contained some of  your per-
sonal health information."

The letter goes on to explain that
while "almost" all of  the electronic
records containing personal health
information stored in the doctor's
office are encrypted and password-
protected, the hard drive that was
stolen was neither encrypted nor
password-protected.

You can't believe your eyes as you
read on.

"The documents contained on the
hard drive may have included per-
sonal health information such as
your name, address, date of  birth
and medical information.

"We apologize for this unfortunate
incident and can advise you that we
are doing our utmost to ensure, to
the extent possible, that future pri-
vacy breaches are avoided."

Can't happen, you say? Well, it

shouldn't happen, but it
did. The preceding are
direct quotes from a let-
ter that was brought to
me by a constituent
this past week. Not
only was she distraught
that confidential med-
ical information was
now in some stranger's
hands, but she was
equally frustrated with
how this breach of  con-
fidential medical infor-
mation was being han-
dled. I don't blame her.

First, the letter states explicitly
that the theft of  the records was dis-
covered in mid-April of  this year.
The letter advising the patient of  the
breach was dated July 9, 2012 and
was date stamped by Canada Post on
July 12th. 

Why did it take three months for
the doctor to advise his patients that
their medical records had been
stolen? 

We hear enough stories involving
identity theft to know that serious
harm can be done with even the
most basic of  personal information,
let alone sensitive medical files.
While the letter expressed regrets
and gave assurances that steps had
been taken to prevent any future pri-
vacy breaches, there is no justifiable
reason for the fact that it took three

months to alert
patients.

Clearly, this is a
breach of  the Personal
Health Information
Act. That legislation,
passed in 2004, pre-
scribes that any per-
son or organization
who has control of
personal health infor-
mation records must
take steps to ensure
that those records are
protected against
theft, loss or unautho-

rized use. 
The legislation also requires that

if  a theft or loss occurs, the patient
must be notified "at the first reason-
able opportunity." In this case, the
doctor failed to comply with both of
these legislated requirements.

I have asked the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of  Ontario
to investigate. 

I also contacted the office of  the
Information and Privacy
Commissioner to determine if  the
doctor had reported this breach to
the Commissioner. I was told that
there were no records of  this breach
being reported.

I asked the Privacy Commissioner
to investigate to determine how this
breach came about, why the doctor
failed to report the breach and to
take the steps necessary to ensure

that all health information custodi-
ans are reminded of  their responsi-
bilities to ensure the security of
patient records.

YOU AND YOUR HEALTH
INFORMATION RECORDS 

I raise this issue, not to point fin-
gers at the medical practitioner
involved in this case, although he
must and will be held accountable
for failing to protect his patients'
health records but, more important,
to raise awareness of  how vulnera-
ble our information systems are to
privacy breaches. 

This is the third incident of  infor-
mation systems containing sensitive
personal information being
breached within the past few weeks. 

On July 16, Elections Ontario
announced that two USB keys carry-
ing copies of  voter information for
as many as 25 electoral districts
(including Newmarket-Aurora) were
lost or stolen. On June 6th, all 72 of
the ServiceOntario kiosks were shut
down because of  a security breach.
Those kiosks contain highly sensi-
tive information including drivers'
licence, credit and debit card num-
bers. They're still down today.

The next time you're seeing your
doctor, you may just want to ask how
safe your medical records are.

As always, I welcome your com-
ments or advice. Feel free to call me
at 905-750-0019 or contact me through
my website at www.frankklees.com

Despite the availability of  three
other outlets in town, there's a lot of
angst out there about the loss of  our
main Post Office, which will be clos-
ing its doors August 17.

I do feel for the employees, and
hope they are able to find work at
other local facilities, but it's not like
we all couldn't see this coming.  

Be honest; when was the last time
you received a letter in the mail?

I mean a "real" letter.  Not a "dear
occupant", or a mass-produced form
letter with your name mis-spelled,
noting you as the wrong gender, and
seeking a donation from an organiza-
tion you've never heard of. 

I can probably count on one hand
the number of  letters and even bills
I've received in the mail since the
beginning of  the year.   

Apart from the odd magazine, all
we seem to receive every week is
about 150 kgs of  fliers, pamphlets,
special offers, promotions and other
junk mail that goes directly into the
recycling bin.

Gone are the days
when, for example, one
would wait with great
expectation for a post-
card from a relative in
some faraway land,
usually receiving it sev-
eral days after they'd
returned home, but still
no less exciting to read.   

Nowadays, you don't
have to wait till the
mail arrives at 1 pm for
three lines of  illegible
two week old updates
on the back of  a post-
card depicting some ancient ruin
your cousin never even visited
because she spent all her time drink-
ing next to the pool.  

Now, it's old news if  you haven't
received a twitter update from her in
the last five minutes.  Or, if  you can't
wait that long, you can look at all her
vacation photos uploaded and posted
to her Facebook page within seconds
of  them being taken.  And you don't

even need to be near
your super-mailbox to
do this.

And it's not just
postcards, letters,
greeting cards and
other, what now seem
old-fashioned, forms of
communication that
have been replaced.
Everything else from
bills, to statements, to
magazines that used to
arrive four or five
times a week in our
physical mailboxes,

are all now available 24/7 in our elec-
tronic mailboxes, and on thousands
of  websites. 

So it's not a surprise that the post
office is closing.  In fact, it joins a
long line of  businesses that are
falling victim to advances in commu-
nication technology, such as printing
companies, video rental places,
record/CD stores, photography
shops, and many others.   

And this does not even touch on
companies that are suffering from
competition from increases in on-line
sales.

As for the latest victim in town of
electronic progress, when the post
office does move out in a few weeks, I
will be curious to see what fate awaits
the building itself, which sits on a
nice sized piece of  land right in the
middle of  town.  

Will it be used for other govern-
ment or municipal purposes (all
together now … "youth centre!")?
Will it join the ranks of  shuttered
shops in Aurora's downtown core?   

Or will it perhaps be taken over by
some new store, gamely trying to
make a go of  it, despite the busy traf-
fic and lack of  convenient parking?

I hope it's the latter, even if  it has
recently been suggested that there
are too many retail shops in town.

I far prefer them to the empty ones.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com
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Like many people, for 
the past two weeks I’ve 
been glued to the Olympic 
coverage on TV.

It’s not been due to my 
love of  seldom-seen and 
obscure sports like om-
nium and dressage, or the 
quality of  the individual 
performances, although 
they certainly have been 
impressive.

The main reason I’ve 
been stuck to my couch – 
quite literally some days 
- is because over the past 
two weeks, and indeed for 
most of  the summer, it’s 
been too hot to go outside.

I don’t know whether 
it’s global warming, or 
perhaps my memory isn’t 
what it used to be (hopeful-
ly the former), but this has 
been the hottest summer I 
can remember.

What used to be infre-
quent heat alerts and 

smog advisories in previ-
ous summers now seem 
like daily occurrences. It’s 
considered cool out if  the 
humidex slips below 35 de-
grees celcius.

It’s gotten so bad that our 
air conditioner, even set at 
a temperature in the upper 
twenties, seems to be run-
ning 24/7 just to keep up.

But no matter how much 
one may want to do so, 
in a suburban town like 
Aurora you can’t stay in-
side forever, and at some 
point have to venture out. 
These exterior excursions 
have become an exercise 
in efficient time manage-
ment. Military precision 
is required to figure out 
the least number of  stops 
necessary to accomplish 
all your errands.

In my case, it also means 
referring to increasingly 
sweat-soaked ‘to do’ lists, 

to ensure I haven’t forgot-
ten anything. Unfortu-
nately, by the time I get to 
the bottom of  the list, the 
items are so damp and 
smudged, I end up mis-
taking “Javex” for “juice” 
(hardly interchangeable), 
and have to go out again, 
anyway.

Perhaps the worst part of  

popping into a local store 
these days is then return-
ing to the blast furnace on 
four wheels in which you 
drove to the plaza. It’s usu-
ally so hot in the car that 
you have to speed home in 
time to ensure that any fro-
zen food doesn’t melt, or in 
the case of  meat products, 
don’t start cooking.

There have been some 
days that if  you take more 
than a few minutes to re-
turn to your vehicle, you 
may find that even items 
that you wouldn’t nor-
mally expect to melt when 
left in your car, like a cell 
phone or sunglasses, may 
be in a semi- liquid state.

Fortunately, apart from 
recreation and exercise 
(best performed at night, 
when it’s too dark for oth-
ers to see how overly-sweat 
soaked both your clothing 
and yourself  have become), 
there’s little requirement 
to be outside when it’s so 
hot.

Yard work, for example, 
is not necessary when the 
lawn is the consistency of  
shredded wheat, and plants 
aren’t growing because 
the soil’s so dry from lack 
of  rain that it has more 
cracks than Petch House 

before its multi-thousand 
dollar make-over.

While we will have a re-
prieve from this heat in an-
other month or so, it won’t 
last forever. In fact, the ex-
perts are saying that these 
extreme summer tempera-
tures are becoming the 
norm, and not the excep-
tion, so we’ll likely have to 
deal with them regularly 
for years to come.

If  so, here’s an idea for 
the committee tasked with 
coming up with a non- tra-
ditional use on which to 
spend Aurora’s $34M in 
hydro funds; I say we dome 
over and air condition the 
town.

As an added bonus, it’ll 
also address that pesky 
windrow issue this winter.

Feel free to e-mail 
Scott at: 

machellscorners@
gmail.com

Page 5THE AURORAN, Tuesday, July 17, 2012

This year marks the 60th anniversary of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II's accession
to the throne. This makes her the second
longest reigning monarch after Queen
Victoria, whose Diamond Jubilee was cele-
brated in 1897.

In a world fraught with political and eco-
nomic instability, it is truly remarkable that
any monarch would survive 60 years. What
is even more significant is the fact that
Queen Elizabeth II enjoys the highest per-
sonal approval rating of  any public figure.
This, despite the tumultuous decade of  the
90s  when marital separations, indiscretions,
the death of  Diana, Princess of  Wales and
public questioning of  the relevance of  the
monarchy were daily topics in the world
media. 

Through it all, the Queen carried out her
royal duties with dignity and re-assuring
confidence. She continues to be a symbol of
stability, not just in the Commonwealth, but

throughout the world. We
can't help but be inspired by
her resilience and commit-
ment to service. 

To celebrate this
Diamond Jubilee, Ontario is
presenting outstanding
Ontarians with the Diamond
Jubilee Medal in recognition
of  their contributions to our
province and to our country.

As a Member of
Provincial Parliament, I was
granted the  privilege of
nominating fourteen individ-
uals  to receive these medals,
and this past week, I had the honour of  pre-
senting those medals to individuals who
have made extraordinary contributions to
making our community and our province a
better place.

We are proud of  them and their accom-

plishments.
Each one has made - and

continues to make - a differ-
ence in the lives of  the citi-
zens of  our communities,
of  our province and of  our
country.

Whether through out-
standing accomplishments
in business or industry,
dedication to community
service, leadership in pub-
lic service at various levels
of  government, or  selfless
and courageous dedication
to ensuring our continued

freedoms through military service.
Each recipient is a true reflection of  Her

Majesty's legacy. Some of  the recipients will
be recognized because of  their public per-
sona. Some names have never been men-
tioned in any media reports and may only be

known by those whose lives have been
touched by their selfless acts of  community
service.

Join me in thanking these outstand-
ing citizens of  our province, now recipi-
ents of  the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond
Jubilee Medal: 

Suzanne Bolton, The Honourable Rose
Boyko, Robert B. Callow, Corporal Denny
Choe,  Ernie Crossland, Dr. Shahid
Hashmi, Gary Hicks, Steve Hinder,
George Marcello, Derek Murray, Gustav
Schickedanz, The Reverend Canon Shea,
Michael R. Springford and Ron Wallace. 

I want to thank the family members and
friends of  the  recipients who joined us at
Queen's Park for the medal presentation cer-
emony. It was truly a memorable event. 

As always, I welcome your comments and
advice. I can be reached through my website
at www.frankklees.com or by calling 905-750-
0019.

What do global warming, health care,
Afghanistan, and a recent Aurora munici-
pal election have in common?

They were all the subjects of  cartoons
that appear in "Cartoon Canada", a book
highlighting the work of  the Association of
Canadian Editorial Cartoonists. (ACEC)

Over the Canada Day week-end at the
ACEC convention in Montreal, the coun-
try's best political cartoonists (and me)
gathered for a few days of  presentations
and shop talk.

The event was kicked off  by a surprise
visit from Justin Trudeau, who told us that
growing up, the first time he really realized
what his father did for a living was from
reading editorial cartoons. 

The first set of  speakers was a trio of
cartoonists and cover illustrators from
"The New Yorker" who, based on the
amount of  submissions that are rejected,
must have extremely thick skins.

Over the next couple of  days we toured
an animation studio, and heard about top-
ics ranging from cartooning and censor-
ship in China, to the preservation of  histor-

ical cartoons, to the rise
in popularity of  graph-
ic stories. 

There was also a spe-
cial gallery opening
that accompanied the
launch of  "Cartoon
Canada".  All of  the car-
toons (yes, even the one
poking fun at local
Aurora politics) will be
on display at the
McCord Museum for
the next several
months.

Proving that politicians at all levels are
good sports, at our wrap-up session, former
Prime Minister Paul Martin told us that
he'd never been upset by a political cartoon
aimed at him.  If  fact, he encouraged us,
noting that "you people have the ability to
reach Canadians in a way no one else
does… with your talent to draw and make a
point."

I can only assume that he hadn't seen my
cartoon yet when he made that "talent to

draw" remark.
But the highlight for

me that week-end was the
opportunity to meet and
spend time with the car-
toonists themselves, who
came from across the
country.  They ranged
from those who worked
for the national and big
city newspapers, to those
who had their own comic
strips, to people who drew
for local publications, to
freelancers.  There were

even a few Americans in the crowd.
It was interesting swapping stories, and

knowing that we have all had similar expe-
riences with deadlines, rejection, the
change in print media, and the universal
sentiment that you never know what will
provoke a response.  

For example, we all had experiences of
cartoons that we had put tons of  time and
thought into, and felt perfectly nailed a con-
troversial subject, but resulted in no feed-

back whatsoever.  Meanwhile, a quickly
scribbled effort that one normally wouldn't
draw except you were out of  ideas and star-
ing down a fast-approaching deadline, is
your most popular cartoon of  the year, and
elicits tons of  comments.

As for The Auroran cartoon that appears
in the book (below), it's one I drew several
years ago that I had sent in as a sample of
my work when I joined the ACEC.
According to our president, it was "an excel-
lent example of  the effectiveness of  com-
munity cartooning".

I'm not actually sure how effective it was
- after all, there have been two municipal
elections since I drew it, and nothing much
has changed - but I appreciate the compli-
ment, and meeting so many fellow cartoon-
ists has inspired me to keep plugging away.

If  you're interested in seeing how
Canadian cartoonists view the world these
days, copies of  "Cartoon Canada" are avail-
able on-line through Chapters and Amazon. 

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com
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This dinner plate, part of the fine
china collection of the Hillary Family
was made by George Philips Pottery,
based in Longport England. Philips
produced pottery only from 1822 to
1847. The delicate image on the plate
is rendered in light blue against a
white background. The central image
shows two peacocks, with trees and
buildings in the background. An intri-
cate pattern of vines and flowers dec-
orates the rim of the plate.  It is cur-
rently on display as part of the 150
Artefacts for 150 Years exhibit at
Hillary House. If you are interested in
adopting this or any other item in the
Aurora Historical Society’s fundraising
initiative, contact the AHS at 905-727-
8991.
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Warm Up

The Ornge Vortex
Over the past few 

months, the legislative 
hearings into the Ornge 
air ambulance scandal 
have been making head-
lines on a regular basis: 
PCs Push Liberals for 
New Ornge Probe...Ques-
tions of  Political Influ-
ence Swirl Over Ornge...
Sex, Money and Helicop-
ters...Whistle-blower Sus-
pended After Testifying 
at Probe....

A few weeks into the 
hearings, a friend warned 
me that my work on this 
file may bring unwelcome 
consequences. "These are 
powerful people" he said, 
"And you're getting un-
comfortably close to ex-
posing the underbelly of  
this scandal. Watch your-
self." 

He was right, and I ad-
mit that even after being 
on the forefront of  many 
contentious issues dur-
ing my seventeen years in 
the Legislature, I was not 
prepared for what was to 
come. 

A culture of  fear and 
intimidation at Ornge

It didn't take long for 
the committee to get a 
glimpse into what life was 
like for the front line staff  
at Ornge. Witness after 
witness testified that they 

feared the consequences 
of  speaking out against 
the mismanagement that 
they knew was putting 
patients at risk and abus-
ing scarce healthcare dol-
lars. 

So intense was the 
intimidation, that one 
former senior executive 
testified he developed a 
serious drug dependency 
and suffered a mental 
and physical breakdown. 
This was the culture, in 
an organization that was 
entrusted to deliver our 
province's air ambulance 
service. 

A question: Where 
was the Minister of  

Health and her 
ministry?

The Auditor General 
of  Ontario chastised the 
Ministry of  Health for 
failing in its oversight re-
sponsibilities of  Ornge. 
Numerous witnesses con-
firmed that the Minister 
of  Health and her bureau-
cracy were kept apprised 
of  developments at Ornge 
- right down to the spawn-
ing of  a complex scheme 
of  for-profit companies 
that were siphoning tax 
dollars into interna-
tional business ventures. 
All the while, frontline 
staff  were told that there 

wasn't enough money to 
properly staff  Ontario air 
and ground ambulance 
bases with qualified med-
ics and pilots.

A more important 
question: Where was 

the Premier?
The Premier denied 

knowing anything about 
what was going on at 
Ornge when I questioned 
him in the Legislature 
in April 2011. He insist-
ed that he had only met 
Chris Mazza briefly on a 
whirlwind tour of  North-
ern Ontario. Yet, the 
committee heard sworn 
testimony that there was 
more than one occasion at 
which the Premier heard 
from Chris Mazza about 
his plans for Ornge. It 

seems that selective mem-
ory is a condition shared 
by the entire McGuinty 
cabinet.

The intimidation of  
witnesses. It's a 
criminal offence.

More disturbing than 
the refusal of  the Minis-
ter and the Premier to ac-
cept responsibility for the 
scandal that was allowed 
to fester under their 
watch, is the ongoing in-
timidation of  witnesses 
who have mustered the 
courage to come forward 
to testify. One former 
Ornge executive who had 
the courage to appear at 
the hearings, allegedly re-
ceived threatening phone 
calls and emails in the 
days leading up to his tes-

timony. 
A well-respected vet-

eran helicopter pilot for 
Ornge in Thunder Bay 
was suspended within 
hours of  testifying at the 
committee – and this, 
under the Minister's so-
called new management 
team. Ornge claims the 
suspension is not related 
to his testimony. Just a co-
incidence?

Back to my friend's 
warning. Two weeks ago, 
I became the subject of  a 
ruthless smear campaign. 
A lengthy unsigned let-
ter was delivered to me-
dia outlets, MPPs and an 
undetermined number 
of  other destinations. 
It misrepresents every-
thing from my education 
to business experience 
and relationships, and is 
clearly meant to intimi-
date me as a member of  
the Legislative committee 
probing the Ornge scan-
dal. It won't work.

In fact, I will be asking 
the Speaker of  the House 
and the OPP to launch an 
investigation  to deter-
mine the cowardly source 
behind this illegal activ-
ity. It's a criminal offence 
to intimidate partici-
pants in a parliamentary 
hearing, whether that be 

a witness or a Member of  
Parliament. These intimi-
dation tactics have only 
strengthened my resolve 
to get to the bottom of  the 
Ornge scandal; and now, 
just as important, is find-
ing out who is behind this 
intimidation campaign. 
Any thoughts?

Would it surprise you 
to learn that the Liberal 
members of  the commit-
tee probing the Ornge 
scandal put forward a 
motion to end the hear-
ings? They insisted we 
had heard enough. The 
NDP joined with us to 
defeat that motion. There 
are too many questions 
yet unanswered. Among 
those questions: Why did 
the Premier and the Min-
ister choose to ignore the 
warnings about the ques-
tionable business practic-
es at Ornge? Why did they 
stand by and allow the 
waste of  millions of  tax 
dollars and more impor-
tant, allow patient care to 
be compromised?

The Legislature re-
sumes in September.

As always, I look for-
ward to your commet-
ns and advice. I can be 
reached at my constitu-
ency office at 905-750-0019 
or through my website at 
www.frankklees.cm

It’s everything you could 
possibly need to travel! 

Well, by Victorian
 standards anyway. This 

handy Victorian travel kit 
is in the collection of the 
Aurora Historical Society. 
This purple, clasped case 
is lined with purple fabric 

and contains button 
hooks, scissors, a pencil 

holder, needle case, 
corkscrew, tweezers, cro-
chet hook, awl, and file. 

These tools, however, ap-
pear to be made up from 

three distinct sets.

Photo courtesy of the 
Aurora Historical Society

INSIDE
AURORA

FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

Scott Johnston

Frank Klees
MPP Newmarket-Aurora
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Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

As promised two weeks ago, here is the reason I am
not driving anymore.

Seems some doctor in Toronto said so.
And one of  his workers told the Ministry which sent

me a note saying I had to have medical clearance to have
my drivers’ license reinstated.

So, in the meantime, I have been using CHATS driv-
ers to get around. And they, as I told you, have been
doing a wonderful job.

The doctor responsible for all this – his name is Lang
– says I probably have Progressive Supranuclear Palsy,
a disease which has affected about one in 100,000 people
over the age of  60 in the United States and most have
probably never heard of  it.

The word “progressive” was included in the name of
the disease because, unfortunately, the early symptoms
get worse and new symptoms develop sooner or later,
according to a write-up by Lawrence Golbe, MD, who is
a professor of  neurology.

The disease, known as PSP, has similar symptoms to
a form of  Parkinson’s.

It was first described as a distinct disorder in 1964
when three scientists published a paper that distin-
guished the condition from Parkinson’s disease.

For the most part, I can’t type, nor can I sign my
name the way I used to. I never could play hockey,
although my right foot has been “asleep” for several
years now. I don’t know if  I can hit a golf  ball, but I hope
to find that out soon.

The whole thing is very frustrating.
And this happened right after I had bought myself  a

new car.  Wouldn’t you know it?
REMEMBERING BARBARA HORSMAN

& CY BUCK
After a long and difficult battle, Barbara Horsman

died from metastatic melanoma (cancer) on the evening
of  July 23 at home with her family.

Barb had been the subject of  a group of  nearly 70
guides at her Stoddart Drive, Aurora, home a couple of
weeks prior to her death.

Her husband, Phil, was an instructor for the York
Region Board of  Education before he retired several
years ago.

Barb was also the mother of  Leanne and Adam and
was the grandmother of  Cameron.

Patricia and I attended the funeral Friday afternoon
at Thompson’s and were immediately sent to the “over-
flow” room which indicates the popularity of  the
woman.

Donations can be made in her name to the Stronach
Cancer Centre at Southlake Regional Health Centre
where a plaque in her name is being sponsored.

The second death I want to comment on is Cy Buck,
who was married to Councillor Evelyn Buck.

He was in the Eagle Terrace Long Term Care in
Newmarket when he died July 20.

Cy leaves behind several children, including
Stephen, Frank, Martin, Theresa, Heather, Mark and
Andrew.

An avid drummer, Cy was a lifetime member of
Theatre Aurora, the location of  his Celebration of  Life,
which will take place Sunday, August 12, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The theatre is located at 150 Henderson Drive, in
Aurora’s south end. 

Sincere sympathies to both families from Patricia
and me.

Feel free to email Ron at:
RWall9999@rogers.com


With just days remaining

until the fourth annual
Aurora Jazz Festival, teams
of  local citizens are rushing
to get everything ready for
you!

The festival is grateful for
support from citizens of
Aurora and all over York
Region!  We appreciate dedi-
cated sponsorship from
Enbridge Gas and, this year,
a Canadian Heritage grant
thanks to efforts from MP
Lois Brown.  We thank all
our sponsors, partners and

festival friends!
Hundreds of  York Region

citizen volunteers assist the
Aurora jazz+ Festival to
showcase hundreds of  our
home grown musicians,
entertainers and visual
artists - creating a festival
enjoyed by thousands!  Their
dedication catapulted the
Aurora jazz+ Festival into
the Top 100 in the Province of
Ontario!  

On Saturday night, MP
Lois Brown, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of

International Cooperation
and Minister Michael Chan,
Minister of  Tourism,
Culture and Sport will join
us on stage just before the
performance by  George St.
Kitts & Sounds of  Motown!

On Sunday night, Murray
Foster - bass player of  The
Great Big Sea and Mike Ford
- perform as the Cocksure
Lads followed by amazing
local rocker Neil Chapman! 

Enjoy festive fun! Take
time to celebrate the arts,
laugh and dance in your own
community!  Don't cook!  Try
festival food vendors.  Forget
the gym!  Try Zumba and
other on site activities: What
A Ball! Fly a Kite! Create a
Masterpiece at Paint-
Inn/Craft Blast Zone/First
Nations Art with Suzanne
Smoke! Create a Mandela
with artist David Rankine!
Sound a Drum with Shaw
Percussion & Rhythmic by
Nature!  Strum a Guitar with
My Jam Space... Be the
Artist!

Saturday morning, along-
side the Aurora Farmers’
Market, the AFA offers free
entertainment from 10 a.m.
in the Band Shell - featuring
the Jaymor Dancers,
Laughter Yoga and a Zumba
class!  Saturday afternoon
help us inaugurate our First

Festival Kings - King
Alexander and King David!
Enjoy our diverse Canadian
Cultural Mosaic - South
Asian Media Inc. presents
folk singer Doll Madhar.

Sunday brings  Peace in
the Park at 12 noon - Bless the
Festival!  11am-1pm
Art/Music Workshops free
at Aurora Cultural Centre
(Register www.auroraaz-
zfest.com).  Learn about 5000
years of  Chinese
dance/music history Shen
Yun Performing Arts
www.shenyun2013.com
Sunday afternoon build the
Largest Drum Circle Ever in
York Region.  Bring your
drum!

GO transit to Festival -
Weekend GO Trains now
travel to Aurora several
times daily.  Barrie &
Toronto leave the car, take
GO and "Walk a Block" to fes-
tival!  

Enjoy local Visual Artists
Plein Air, local Musicians
and Entertainers including
28 bands on three stages!  See
full festival line-up
www.aurorajazzfest.com

Admission $5 daily for
Adults - Kids 12 and under
free!

Sher St. Kitts
Aurora Festival of the Arts




During the last Aurora
Council meeting I spoke
about completely unreason-
able cost estimates by the
bureaucrats of  the Region of
York.

I focused on the estimates
for the cost of  the pedestri-
an/cycling underpasses that
are planned for Leslie Street
and St John's Sideroad, and
the cost of  adding the design
for such structures to the
project design documents. 

The Region has acknowl-
edged that the additional
costs for putting in the under-
passes, at the time the creek
culverts are being replaced,
are minor. 

Yet in the very same docu-
ment where that acknowl-
edgement appears, the cost
for each underpass is esti-
mated to be in excess of  one
million dollars. Not exactly
minor. For a reason: the esti-
mates are those for construct-
ing such underpasses when
no other work is planned for
such roads, the so-called
'stand-alone costs'.

In order to find out about
the true additional construc-
tion costs, the design for the
underpasses must be includ-
ed in the tender documents
so that the bidding contrac-
tors can quote how much
extra it would cost if  the
underpass structures are
added while the roads are
being widened, and while the
creek culverts are being
replaced.

In order to add such
underpass designs to the con-
struction design drawings,
the Region estimates that

Aurora will have to pay one
hundred thousand dollars -
per underpass design!

That is for the design
alone. That cost estimate rep-
resents a year's salary for an
engineer, or engineering
technologist. 

I am not an engineer, but
to add such design to the
drawings, in our age of  com-
puter aided design, should
take perhaps ten hours, not
the equivalent of  a year's
work, and thus wages.

Even taking into consid-
eration that design consult-
ants will do the work (the
expensive way of  getting that
done), it is completely unrea-
sonable to estimate such
additional design costs at
$100,000.

I advised the Mayor and
Councillors to simply order
the design to be included, and
to ask for an invoice for the
costs. However, an itemized
invoice must be requested to
account for just exactly how
the design costs have been
calculated. 

In the 2012 budget,
Council has set aside $50,000
per underpass for the design
costs. I believe that the real
costs will be far less than half
that amount.

The Region of  York
bureaucrats do not believe in
underpasses.

It is my position, and I
hope Aurora Council will
agree, that the high estimates
for both the design costs and
the construction costs of
such underpasses have been
estimated at the exorbitant

Continued on page 19

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

insurance@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

level to discourage even
entertaining the idea of
including those structures
during the re-construction of
Leslie Street and St John's
Sideroad.

The underpasses are key
to making traffic-free, safe
commuter traffic possible.
They are key to getting

Aurorans from one side of
those widened four lane
Regional roads to the other,
on foot or on bicycle, in green,
off-road corridoprs.

The Region of  York's cost
estimates are deceptive. The
estimates are designed to
dupe Aurorans. 

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora
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economic environment. 
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Carrier of the Month

Market, making pitches to
potential customers at her
family's booth, Captain
Ted's Knick-Knack-a-Tory,
where she makes wooden
puzzles, bird houses, and
even aprons and doggie
bandanas.

"I love it there," she
says.

Although after Grade 8
there seems to be some
debate within her family
on where she will attend
high school - Dr. G.W.
Williams and Aurora
High School are currently
neck and neck - her post-
secondary goals are clear.

"I want to become a
human body scientist,"
says Kalea. "I want every-
one to live forever and I
can't imagine anyone in
my family getting sick
and stuff. If  I can cure it,
It would be nice not to
have any worries or any-
thing. It is not a job I want
to do, but more like a

chore that has to get
done!"

To fulfil this chore, of
course, she will need to
have money and deliver-
ing The Auroran to your
door is just one of  the
many ways she plans on
saving money - and deliv-
ering The Auroran doesn't
just increase her cash
flow. Kalea says there is
an added bonus.

"It's fun and it is just
going for a walk around
the block," she says,
encouraging other people
to sign up. "By the time
you do it, it is worth it
because you walk around
the block anyway. Why
not grab some papers and
go out and get fresh air?"

Kalea's routes include
Baywell Crescent, Stiles
Avenue, Bridgenorth
Drive, Dovercourt Lane,
Watkins Glen Crescent,
Earl Stewart Drive, and
Hollandview Trail.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,
Kalea!

From page 12

From page 6

Curb Appeal
S e v e r a l

times a
week my
h u s b a n d
and I try to
get out for a
long walk in
our neigh-
bourhood to
spend some
time togeth-
er and give
both our-
selves and
our dog
some much
needed exercise.

Initially the conversa-
tion during our walks
focuses on the kids, the
house and what we’re
planning for the weeks
ahead.  After a good purge
of  all that is on our minds,
we begin to take stock of
what’s going on around us
and enjoy the sights and
sounds of  our community.  

Inevitably, the discus-
sion turns to our respec-
tive businesses and our
attention turns to the
houses and properties
that line our local streets.  

We live in a beautiful
neighbourhood filled with
home owners who take
great care of  houses
framed by lush multi-
coloured gardens, a
canopy of  mature trees
and well-manicured
lawns.  Gathering inspira-
tion from the creativity of
those around me, I find
myself  observing the
choices people make for
the exteriors of  their
homes.  Doing what I do
for a living, it’s difficult
not to consider how others
dress their homes and as
with interiors spaces, it
seems that homeowners
frequently struggle with
exterior colour selection.  

For many, colour is a
baffling concept simply
because there seems to be
an endless number of
choices available.  Used
properly, colour can be tai-
lored to blend with the
other finishes of  your
home resulting in a subtle
and homogenous colour
scheme while highlight-
ing and setting off  the
enduring elements you
might want to make the
most of.

Given the number of
paint colours options, how
do you create a colour
scheme that will make the
most of  the face your
home?  Well, since many
aren’t willing to change
the largest and most per-
manent element of  the
house, the brick or stone
finish provides an easy
and natural jumping off
point for any colour
palette.  

I am a firm believer
that one should highlight
the major features of  your
home and not be con-
cerned about drawing
attention to its lesser ele-
ments.  For example, focus
on highlighting and work-
ing with the brick and not
the mortar on your home.
Similarly, the interlock
and edging stone you
select for your patio and
garden should firstly
work with the brick
colour.  

Stand back and take a
really good look at your

h o u s e .
There is
likely a pri-
mary colour
c o u p l e d
with a sec-
ondary, less-
er colour in
the brick
f a c a d e .
C o n s i d e r
matching as
best possi-
ble the paint
colour for
your garage

door and front door to the
lesser of  these hues.  If
your brick is a one-dimen-
sional solid colour, look to
a keystone over the garage
door or the cornerstone
detail to select the colours
for your exterior doors,
windows, eaves, posts, and
shutters.  

Don’t be afraid to use a
darker colour for your
front door than for the
garage, it will add interest
and provide a focal point
for your property.  

If  your home is of  the
siding variety, your
palette is wide open, but
you may need to start by
basing your selections on
the shingle colour.   A
good rule of  thumb is if
you want to draw atten-
tion to it, make the colour
different from everything
around it.  If  you want an
element to blend away,
make it the same or a tone
lighter (or darker) than
the surrounding colours.

The good news is that
the number of  colour
options available for new
shingles, soffits, facia and
eaves are not extensive, so
perhaps by a process of
elimination the manufac-
turers of  these products
are helping keep the
colour selections simple.
It’s always prudent when
selecting these elements
(or when repainting the
materials that can be
painted) that you stick to
more neutral colours like
almond, grey, black,
brown, beige or white so
that you can easily make
changes to the other exte-
rior paint colours without
complicating matters.     

My feeling is that mis-
takes are made on exteri-
or colour selection
because many think that
given the abundance of
light any colour will work.
It is simply not the case.
While the availability of
light definitely comes into
play and allows you to
make deeper and more
saturated colour selec-
tions, it does not mean
that you should put just
any colour on your home.
An appealing exterior
colour scheme that high-
lights your home’s domi-
nant features will provide
broad curb appeal and can
help you hone in on your
home’s individual charm.

Janice Clements is a
Certified Interior
Decorator, President of
Clements Interiors and
a member of  CDECA.
Visit her on the web at
www.clementsinteriors.c
om, or follow her blog at
http://www.40somethin-
g a n d c o u n t i n g .
blogspot.com.        





Janice Clements

Underpasses are key

Laura Brown of
Park Place Manor
put out some
healthy snacks
last week at the
Cooking for a
Cause BBQ held
at Newmarket’s
Seniors’ Meeting
Place. The event
was in support of
the Canadian
D i a b e t e s
Association and
included staff
representation
from many area
r e t i r e m e n t  
residences.

Auroran photo by
David Falconer
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Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

As promised two weeks ago, here is the reason I am
not driving anymore.

Seems some doctor in Toronto said so.
And one of  his workers told the Ministry which sent

me a note saying I had to have medical clearance to have
my drivers’ license reinstated.

So, in the meantime, I have been using CHATS driv-
ers to get around. And they, as I told you, have been
doing a wonderful job.

The doctor responsible for all this – his name is Lang
– says I probably have Progressive Supranuclear Palsy,
a disease which has affected about one in 100,000 people
over the age of  60 in the United States and most have
probably never heard of  it.

The word “progressive” was included in the name of
the disease because, unfortunately, the early symptoms
get worse and new symptoms develop sooner or later,
according to a write-up by Lawrence Golbe, MD, who is
a professor of  neurology.

The disease, known as PSP, has similar symptoms to
a form of  Parkinson’s.

It was first described as a distinct disorder in 1964
when three scientists published a paper that distin-
guished the condition from Parkinson’s disease.

For the most part, I can’t type, nor can I sign my
name the way I used to. I never could play hockey,
although my right foot has been “asleep” for several
years now. I don’t know if  I can hit a golf  ball, but I hope
to find that out soon.

The whole thing is very frustrating.
And this happened right after I had bought myself  a

new car.  Wouldn’t you know it?
REMEMBERING BARBARA HORSMAN

& CY BUCK
After a long and difficult battle, Barbara Horsman

died from metastatic melanoma (cancer) on the evening
of  July 23 at home with her family.

Barb had been the subject of  a group of  nearly 70
guides at her Stoddart Drive, Aurora, home a couple of
weeks prior to her death.

Her husband, Phil, was an instructor for the York
Region Board of  Education before he retired several
years ago.

Barb was also the mother of  Leanne and Adam and
was the grandmother of  Cameron.

Patricia and I attended the funeral Friday afternoon
at Thompson’s and were immediately sent to the “over-
flow” room which indicates the popularity of  the
woman.

Donations can be made in her name to the Stronach
Cancer Centre at Southlake Regional Health Centre
where a plaque in her name is being sponsored.

The second death I want to comment on is Cy Buck,
who was married to Councillor Evelyn Buck.

He was in the Eagle Terrace Long Term Care in
Newmarket when he died July 20.

Cy leaves behind several children, including
Stephen, Frank, Martin, Theresa, Heather, Mark and
Andrew.

An avid drummer, Cy was a lifetime member of
Theatre Aurora, the location of  his Celebration of  Life,
which will take place Sunday, August 12, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The theatre is located at 150 Henderson Drive, in
Aurora’s south end. 

Sincere sympathies to both families from Patricia
and me.

Feel free to email Ron at:
RWall9999@rogers.com


With just days remaining

until the fourth annual
Aurora Jazz Festival, teams
of  local citizens are rushing
to get everything ready for
you!

The festival is grateful for
support from citizens of
Aurora and all over York
Region!  We appreciate dedi-
cated sponsorship from
Enbridge Gas and, this year,
a Canadian Heritage grant
thanks to efforts from MP
Lois Brown.  We thank all
our sponsors, partners and

festival friends!
Hundreds of  York Region

citizen volunteers assist the
Aurora jazz+ Festival to
showcase hundreds of  our
home grown musicians,
entertainers and visual
artists - creating a festival
enjoyed by thousands!  Their
dedication catapulted the
Aurora jazz+ Festival into
the Top 100 in the Province of
Ontario!  

On Saturday night, MP
Lois Brown, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of

International Cooperation
and Minister Michael Chan,
Minister of  Tourism,
Culture and Sport will join
us on stage just before the
performance by  George St.
Kitts & Sounds of  Motown!

On Sunday night, Murray
Foster - bass player of  The
Great Big Sea and Mike Ford
- perform as the Cocksure
Lads followed by amazing
local rocker Neil Chapman! 

Enjoy festive fun! Take
time to celebrate the arts,
laugh and dance in your own
community!  Don't cook!  Try
festival food vendors.  Forget
the gym!  Try Zumba and
other on site activities: What
A Ball! Fly a Kite! Create a
Masterpiece at Paint-
Inn/Craft Blast Zone/First
Nations Art with Suzanne
Smoke! Create a Mandela
with artist David Rankine!
Sound a Drum with Shaw
Percussion & Rhythmic by
Nature!  Strum a Guitar with
My Jam Space... Be the
Artist!

Saturday morning, along-
side the Aurora Farmers’
Market, the AFA offers free
entertainment from 10 a.m.
in the Band Shell - featuring
the Jaymor Dancers,
Laughter Yoga and a Zumba
class!  Saturday afternoon
help us inaugurate our First

Festival Kings - King
Alexander and King David!
Enjoy our diverse Canadian
Cultural Mosaic - South
Asian Media Inc. presents
folk singer Doll Madhar.

Sunday brings  Peace in
the Park at 12 noon - Bless the
Festival!  11am-1pm
Art/Music Workshops free
at Aurora Cultural Centre
(Register www.auroraaz-
zfest.com).  Learn about 5000
years of  Chinese
dance/music history Shen
Yun Performing Arts
www.shenyun2013.com
Sunday afternoon build the
Largest Drum Circle Ever in
York Region.  Bring your
drum!

GO transit to Festival -
Weekend GO Trains now
travel to Aurora several
times daily.  Barrie &
Toronto leave the car, take
GO and "Walk a Block" to fes-
tival!  

Enjoy local Visual Artists
Plein Air, local Musicians
and Entertainers including
28 bands on three stages!  See
full festival line-up
www.aurorajazzfest.com

Admission $5 daily for
Adults - Kids 12 and under
free!

Sher St. Kitts
Aurora Festival of the Arts




During the last Aurora
Council meeting I spoke
about completely unreason-
able cost estimates by the
bureaucrats of  the Region of
York.

I focused on the estimates
for the cost of  the pedestri-
an/cycling underpasses that
are planned for Leslie Street
and St John's Sideroad, and
the cost of  adding the design
for such structures to the
project design documents. 

The Region has acknowl-
edged that the additional
costs for putting in the under-
passes, at the time the creek
culverts are being replaced,
are minor. 

Yet in the very same docu-
ment where that acknowl-
edgement appears, the cost
for each underpass is esti-
mated to be in excess of  one
million dollars. Not exactly
minor. For a reason: the esti-
mates are those for construct-
ing such underpasses when
no other work is planned for
such roads, the so-called
'stand-alone costs'.

In order to find out about
the true additional construc-
tion costs, the design for the
underpasses must be includ-
ed in the tender documents
so that the bidding contrac-
tors can quote how much
extra it would cost if  the
underpass structures are
added while the roads are
being widened, and while the
creek culverts are being
replaced.

In order to add such
underpass designs to the con-
struction design drawings,
the Region estimates that

Aurora will have to pay one
hundred thousand dollars -
per underpass design!

That is for the design
alone. That cost estimate rep-
resents a year's salary for an
engineer, or engineering
technologist. 

I am not an engineer, but
to add such design to the
drawings, in our age of  com-
puter aided design, should
take perhaps ten hours, not
the equivalent of  a year's
work, and thus wages.

Even taking into consid-
eration that design consult-
ants will do the work (the
expensive way of  getting that
done), it is completely unrea-
sonable to estimate such
additional design costs at
$100,000.

I advised the Mayor and
Councillors to simply order
the design to be included, and
to ask for an invoice for the
costs. However, an itemized
invoice must be requested to
account for just exactly how
the design costs have been
calculated. 

In the 2012 budget,
Council has set aside $50,000
per underpass for the design
costs. I believe that the real
costs will be far less than half
that amount.

The Region of  York
bureaucrats do not believe in
underpasses.

It is my position, and I
hope Aurora Council will
agree, that the high estimates
for both the design costs and
the construction costs of
such underpasses have been
estimated at the exorbitant

Continued on page 19
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• Commercial/Business Law 
• Corporate Law 

• Real Estate 

PETER E. REISS B.A., LL.B. 

Tel: 905 727 2500   Email: law@p-reiss.com

Results–Focused Service

Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.

ASK US 
ABOUT THE HST

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store
www.thelightspot.ca

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
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July 28, Aug. 11, 18 & 25 
(4 Saturdays)

Aug. 14 - Tues. Fri. (4 Days)

905-726-4132

Sending  your teen to us
for 4 days this summer

could save their life.

Last week, I discovered
more of  those elusive sen-
iors. A handful were play-
ing chess, a bunch were car-
pet bowling, and a sizeable
number of  die-hards were
playing bingo. And, if  my
ears didn't deceive me,
some were playing Pickle
Ball in the gym.

On Tuesday, more of  our
regular players showed up
for Scrabble. Then on
Friday when we usually
play Rummi-Kub, an infre-
quent player who seems
more interested in playing
a version of  Canasta
showed up. He joins us now
and then as the urge
strikes, I guess, or he pops
in and out to see what's hap-
pening. 

Last week he brought in
a new game for us to try.

I'm all for trying some-
thing new, so I was pleased.
The game is called
Aggravation for good rea-
son. If  you are easily frus-
trated, you probably won't
like playing this game for
very long. The rules are
simple, but it took us over
an hour to play one game
with five people.

The general idea of  the
game is to move your four
marbles around the board,
taking shortcuts whenever
possible, and getting them
into your home strip.

Sounds easy, but the
frustrating part is that if
someone lands on the spot
where you're sitting, you
get knocked back to the
start. When I was within
about 20 spots of  winning
the game, my heart began
to race. "Am I actually
going to win?" I thought.
"No one is near me, except
for 'him'," the one who
brought the game.

With each throw of  the
dice, I felt the tension rise.
"Five more spots and I'm
home free! But then there
'he' is, racing up behind me.
I refuse to let him knock me
back yet again. I have to roll
a five and no more. What
are the chances?"

It was his turn, and he
sat about 10 spots behind
me. Two moves and he
could knock me off  the win.

You will appreciate my
fears when I tell you that he
frequently threw sixes. Six
or one gets you started. Six

gets you an
extra turn.
At one
point, he
t h r e w
three sixes
in a row
and was
speeding
around the
board with
e a s e ,
knocking
people off
in the
process.

Despite the tension and
his ability to catch up
quickly, I won. "Whew!"
We'd had enough, so he and
I proceeded to play three
rounds of  Rummi-Kub. I've
seen his keen abilities in
this game, so when I won
the first round, I was sur-
prised. I proceeded to win
the next two games.

While I headed for the
exit, he and his game of
Aggravation joined his card
playing friends. I wonder
how he feels about getting
beat four games in a row?

Knotty Knitters 
welcome you

This group is currently

working on
plans for the
upcoming
A u r o r a
S e n i o r
F a r m e r s '
Market Day
on August
11. If  you're
interested
in partici-
pating, you
can drop
into the
craft room

any Monday at 9 a.m. or ask
for Rozlin at the reception
desk.

Walking Club outings
Next up is the August 1

walk through Sheppard's
Bush/Oak Ridges Trail,
south to Vandorf  Road.
This is a great walk because
most of  it takes you
through deep forests that
run behind a subdivision
off  Vandorf. It's generally
cool and quiet. Half  way,
there is a comfortable park
bench where you can rest.

More Winners
The York Region 55+

Summer Games has pro-
duced two more winners
from the seniors' group.




Sylvia Dickens

If you're patient and look hard enough you'll find them
Lorna Nadeau and Bill
Summers achieved gold in
carpet bowling.

Cooling Centre 
and a Movie

Don't forget that the
Aurora Seniors' Centre is a
designated cooling centre. If
the heat is getting too much
for you, or you'd just like a
reprieve from it, you can
drop in anytime between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to
Friday. 

On Tuesdays, you can
stay later to enjoy the movie
at 6.30 p.m. These are quality
movies. On July 24, it's
"Being Flynn" starring
Robert DiNero, Paul Dano
and Julianne Moore.

On July 31, they're run-
ning "The Three Stooges"
starring Sean Hayes, Chris
Diamantopoulos and Will
Sasso.

Members pay $1.50, non-
members pay $2.00, which
includes the movie, refresh-
ments and popcorn. What's
a movie without popcorn?

Check Your 
Smoke Alarms

Over the summer,
Central York Fire Services
runs its Smoke Alarm and
Carbon Monoxide
Campaign across
Newmarket and Aurora.
This is your chance to have a
smoke alarm installed or to
replace an old one at no cost.
As well, you can have your
carbon monoxide alarm
checked. 

To have your smoke
alarms and their batteries
checked, call 905-895-9222 to
book an appointment. Or
you can add your name to a
sign up sheet located on the
seniors' center's bulletin
board.

For more information on
the Aurora Seniors' Centre
and all it has to offer, drop by
90 John West Way, visit the
web site www.aurorase-
niors.ca, email aurorase-
niors@rogers.com or call 905-
726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4
p.m. Monday to Friday.

can and cannot be utilized
for.

I believe the next step
would be to seek the input
from the Community at
large. A standard form for
their suggestions would
include the awareness and
education component of  the
Hydro fund.

By doing this, we can
manage expectations.

Once the residents have
had an opportunity for
input, it is imperative that an

Ad Hoc Committee be
formed to process the infor-
mation gathered. The Ad
Hoc Committee would be
comprised of  residents only,
at arms length, free from any
political involvement. The
Ad Hoc Committee would
then prepare the potential
options for Council to 
consider.

After all, this is your
money.

Councillor John Abel
Aurora

From page 4

Committee needed: Abel

Chamber celebrates "Jewels of Aurora" 
We read and hear so much

bad news about the state of
the economy and the prob-
lems of  business, particular-
ly small business these days,
that we wanted to share some
really good news.   

The Aurora Chamber of
Commerce has recently com-
pleted the nomination and
judging process for the
Business Achievement
Awards and the winners will
be announced at the awards
dinner on October 4th. 

The theme this year is
"Celebrating the Jewels of
Aurora", and the Judging
Committee wanted to share
with your readers how
impressed and excited we

were with the quality busi-
nesses and passionate busi-
ness people in Aurora we had
the good fortune to meet:
they were really jewels.

We can honestly say that
every one of  the nominees
was a worthy candidate, so it
made the final decisions
extremely difficult.

Without commenting on
any specific nominee, we
were amazed at the passion,
commitment, and personal
integrity of  everyone we met.
There were definitely some
key themes that emerged
which might be instructive
reminders to other business
people.  Everyone we met
went right over the top when

it came to memorable cus-
tomer service. 

We heard story after story
of  people going out of  their
way to meet customers'
needs, often when those
needs had nothing to do with
the business at hand and
were not likely to increase
sales.  The people we met
were also very resilient.
Some had been in business
for many years, and they had
weathered all sorts of
changes and challenges.
Often, it meant changing
their business model or
approach, but they were very
strategic in the changes they
made. 

That said, they were also
risk takers. Many had put
their own homes at risk to
launch or expand their busi-
ness, and they did so with the
unwavering faith that they
would and could make it
work. They managed to do
that while maintaining a

healthy work-life balance
and providing incredible
support to their employees.
Finally, they were really com-
mitted to the community. 

On behalf  of  the Judging
Committee I would like to say
how much we enjoyed the
process of  getting to know
our business people and their
businesses better. 

It is a real privilege to live
and work in a town that
attracts and retains such a
high caliber of  business peo-
ple and the energy their busi-
nesses bring to our commu-
nity. We want to encourage
everyone to come out to the
event on October 4th and,
when the winners are
announced in The Auroran,
to make sure we support our
local businesses and 
organizations.

Peter Dickens
Business Achievement Awards
Committee
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Aug. 14 - Tues. - Fri. (4 Days) 
Aug. 21 - Tues. - Fri. (4 Days)

905-726-4132

Sending  your teen to us
for 4 days this summer

could save their life.

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

      
    
     
    

   


 




Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

As promised two weeks ago, here is the reason I am
not driving anymore.

Seems some doctor in Toronto said so.
And one of  his workers told the Ministry which sent

me a note saying I had to have medical clearance to have
my drivers’ license reinstated.

So, in the meantime, I have been using CHATS driv-
ers to get around. And they, as I told you, have been
doing a wonderful job.

The doctor responsible for all this – his name is Lang
– says I probably have Progressive Supranuclear Palsy,
a disease which has affected about one in 100,000 people
over the age of  60 in the United States and most have
probably never heard of  it.

The word “progressive” was included in the name of
the disease because, unfortunately, the early symptoms
get worse and new symptoms develop sooner or later,
according to a write-up by Lawrence Golbe, MD, who is
a professor of  neurology.

The disease, known as PSP, has similar symptoms to
a form of  Parkinson’s.

It was first described as a distinct disorder in 1964
when three scientists published a paper that distin-
guished the condition from Parkinson’s disease.

For the most part, I can’t type, nor can I sign my
name the way I used to. I never could play hockey,
although my right foot has been “asleep” for several
years now. I don’t know if  I can hit a golf  ball, but I hope
to find that out soon.

The whole thing is very frustrating.
And this happened right after I had bought myself  a

new car.  Wouldn’t you know it?
REMEMBERING BARBARA HORSMAN

& CY BUCK
After a long and difficult battle, Barbara Horsman

died from metastatic melanoma (cancer) on the evening
of  July 23 at home with her family.

Barb had been the subject of  a group of  nearly 70
guides at her Stoddart Drive, Aurora, home a couple of
weeks prior to her death.

Her husband, Phil, was an instructor for the York
Region Board of  Education before he retired several
years ago.

Barb was also the mother of  Leanne and Adam and
was the grandmother of  Cameron.

Patricia and I attended the funeral Friday afternoon
at Thompson’s and were immediately sent to the “over-
flow” room which indicates the popularity of  the
woman.

Donations can be made in her name to the Stronach
Cancer Centre at Southlake Regional Health Centre
where a plaque in her name is being sponsored.

The second death I want to comment on is Cy Buck,
who was married to Councillor Evelyn Buck.

He was in the Eagle Terrace Long Term Care in
Newmarket when he died July 20.

Cy leaves behind several children, including
Stephen, Frank, Martin, Theresa, Heather, Mark and
Andrew.

An avid drummer, Cy was a lifetime member of
Theatre Aurora, the location of  his Celebration of  Life,
which will take place Sunday, August 12, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The theatre is located at 150 Henderson Drive, in
Aurora’s south end. 

Sincere sympathies to both families from Patricia
and me.

Feel free to email Ron at:
RWall9999@rogers.com


With just days remaining

until the fourth annual
Aurora Jazz Festival, teams
of  local citizens are rushing
to get everything ready for
you!

The festival is grateful for
support from citizens of
Aurora and all over York
Region!  We appreciate dedi-
cated sponsorship from
Enbridge Gas and, this year,
a Canadian Heritage grant
thanks to efforts from MP
Lois Brown.  We thank all
our sponsors, partners and

festival friends!
Hundreds of  York Region

citizen volunteers assist the
Aurora jazz+ Festival to
showcase hundreds of  our
home grown musicians,
entertainers and visual
artists - creating a festival
enjoyed by thousands!  Their
dedication catapulted the
Aurora jazz+ Festival into
the Top 100 in the Province of
Ontario!  

On Saturday night, MP
Lois Brown, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of

International Cooperation
and Minister Michael Chan,
Minister of  Tourism,
Culture and Sport will join
us on stage just before the
performance by  George St.
Kitts & Sounds of  Motown!

On Sunday night, Murray
Foster - bass player of  The
Great Big Sea and Mike Ford
- perform as the Cocksure
Lads followed by amazing
local rocker Neil Chapman! 

Enjoy festive fun! Take
time to celebrate the arts,
laugh and dance in your own
community!  Don't cook!  Try
festival food vendors.  Forget
the gym!  Try Zumba and
other on site activities: What
A Ball! Fly a Kite! Create a
Masterpiece at Paint-
Inn/Craft Blast Zone/First
Nations Art with Suzanne
Smoke! Create a Mandela
with artist David Rankine!
Sound a Drum with Shaw
Percussion & Rhythmic by
Nature!  Strum a Guitar with
My Jam Space... Be the
Artist!

Saturday morning, along-
side the Aurora Farmers’
Market, the AFA offers free
entertainment from 10 a.m.
in the Band Shell - featuring
the Jaymor Dancers,
Laughter Yoga and a Zumba
class!  Saturday afternoon
help us inaugurate our First

Festival Kings - King
Alexander and King David!
Enjoy our diverse Canadian
Cultural Mosaic - South
Asian Media Inc. presents
folk singer Doll Madhar.

Sunday brings  Peace in
the Park at 12 noon - Bless the
Festival!  11am-1pm
Art/Music Workshops free
at Aurora Cultural Centre
(Register www.auroraaz-
zfest.com).  Learn about 5000
years of  Chinese
dance/music history Shen
Yun Performing Arts
www.shenyun2013.com
Sunday afternoon build the
Largest Drum Circle Ever in
York Region.  Bring your
drum!

GO transit to Festival -
Weekend GO Trains now
travel to Aurora several
times daily.  Barrie &
Toronto leave the car, take
GO and "Walk a Block" to fes-
tival!  

Enjoy local Visual Artists
Plein Air, local Musicians
and Entertainers including
28 bands on three stages!  See
full festival line-up
www.aurorajazzfest.com

Admission $5 daily for
Adults - Kids 12 and under
free!

Sher St. Kitts
Aurora Festival of the Arts




During the last Aurora
Council meeting I spoke
about completely unreason-
able cost estimates by the
bureaucrats of  the Region of
York.

I focused on the estimates
for the cost of  the pedestri-
an/cycling underpasses that
are planned for Leslie Street
and St John's Sideroad, and
the cost of  adding the design
for such structures to the
project design documents. 

The Region has acknowl-
edged that the additional
costs for putting in the under-
passes, at the time the creek
culverts are being replaced,
are minor. 

Yet in the very same docu-
ment where that acknowl-
edgement appears, the cost
for each underpass is esti-
mated to be in excess of  one
million dollars. Not exactly
minor. For a reason: the esti-
mates are those for construct-
ing such underpasses when
no other work is planned for
such roads, the so-called
'stand-alone costs'.

In order to find out about
the true additional construc-
tion costs, the design for the
underpasses must be includ-
ed in the tender documents
so that the bidding contrac-
tors can quote how much
extra it would cost if  the
underpass structures are
added while the roads are
being widened, and while the
creek culverts are being
replaced.

In order to add such
underpass designs to the con-
struction design drawings,
the Region estimates that

Aurora will have to pay one
hundred thousand dollars -
per underpass design!

That is for the design
alone. That cost estimate rep-
resents a year's salary for an
engineer, or engineering
technologist. 

I am not an engineer, but
to add such design to the
drawings, in our age of  com-
puter aided design, should
take perhaps ten hours, not
the equivalent of  a year's
work, and thus wages.

Even taking into consid-
eration that design consult-
ants will do the work (the
expensive way of  getting that
done), it is completely unrea-
sonable to estimate such
additional design costs at
$100,000.

I advised the Mayor and
Councillors to simply order
the design to be included, and
to ask for an invoice for the
costs. However, an itemized
invoice must be requested to
account for just exactly how
the design costs have been
calculated. 

In the 2012 budget,
Council has set aside $50,000
per underpass for the design
costs. I believe that the real
costs will be far less than half
that amount.

The Region of  York
bureaucrats do not believe in
underpasses.

It is my position, and I
hope Aurora Council will
agree, that the high estimates
for both the design costs and
the construction costs of
such underpasses have been
estimated at the exorbitant

Continued on page 19

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

insurance@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

I’m looking for my top hat but I can’t find it.  I’m going 
to a Ball in October. It should be quite the affair.

It will be the highlight of  the 150th anniversary cel-
ebrations for Hillary House. 

I used to be on the Board of  the Aurora Historical So-
ciety and I have a small interest in the history of  this 
town, as you may have noticed. 

So, I’ve been watching with interest this year as the 
people at the AHS have upped the profile of  Hillary 
House by adding new exhibits and events.

It’s interesting to note that visitor attendance at Doors 
Open was up by about 30 per cent over last year, appar-
ently. 

It seems the anniversary efforts are attracting people 
who are newcomers to town (that means anyone who 
has been here less than 20 years, in my book), as well as 
those residents who have lived here all their lives and 
“always meant to go there but never have.” That is what 
I keep hearing.

Discovering the history that’s right under your nose…
what a novel concept! Sort of  like the CN Tower.

The Hillary House Ball will take place at Joe DiNar-
do’s place, The Mansion, on Friday, October 19.

Hillary House is also home to the Koffler Museum 
of  Medicine, so it’s quite appropriate that Murray and 
Marvelle Koffler have been named as Honourary Co-
Chairs of  the event.

Founders of  Shopper’s Drug Mart, and important Ca-
nadian philanthropists, the Kofflers are perennial sup-
porters of  Hillary House.

The event is described as “an enchanting evening of  
Victorian-inspired elegance. Guests are encouraged to 
let Victorian trends inspire their own attire for the eve-
ning.

“Enjoy a seasonally-inspired four course meal, danc-
ing to the rich sounds of  the After Hours Big Band plus 
special guest entertainment, a silent auction and other 
opportunities to support Hillary House.

“Proceeds will raise much needed funds for restora-
tion and ongoing operations of  Aurora's heritage gem, 
Hillary House National Historic Site.”

If  you’re a business owner, you’ll want to go down 
in the historical records as a supporter by becoming a 
sponsor or donating to the silent auction. Who knows? 
You may get something named after you.

Gotta say I’m impressed with the new owners of  The 
Auroran. They know what a big part the history of  the 
Town has always played in my newspaper, so when they 
were asked, they immediately jumped on board as the 
first to sponsor the event. Good stuff.

You can find out more at the event website www.hil-
laryhouseball.ca or by calling the Aurora Historical So-
ciety at 905-727-8991.

Now back to my search for that top hat.  May have to 
rent one.

Aurora Seniors 
Duplicate Bridge Results:
July 23, 2012:
N/S
1st - Jean Bongard and Peter Winders
2nd - Simmo and Lisa Piil
3rd - Margaret Cyr and Carol Gordon
 
E/W
1st - Greta Ogden and Judy Salmon
2nd - Anne White and Joe Bidali
3rd - Sandra Davey and Joan Rotenberg

July 30, 2012:
N/S
1st - Pat Spear and Don Strupat
2nd - Carole Bell and Nan McLean
3rd - Rose White and Gloria Smith
E/W
1st - Margaret Cyr and Marion Warburton
2nd - Gayle Connor and Jean Bongard
3rd - Tony Yap and Carole Watkins

Letters to the Editor

Here are a few ideas for the sesquicentennial:
1. Rename an existing park, new park, street, or courtyard 

Sesquicentennial Park.
2. Have a day or week where employees, vendors, citizens, 

dress the way they did 150 years ago
3. Cooking contest for the best: Apple Pie cooked with only 

the ingredients they had 150 years ago
4. Exhibits showing then and now in photography
5. Exhibits/displays of  tools, carriages 
6. Get the fire department involved with displaying older 

fire equipment/displays still emphasizing fire safety.
7. Sesquicentennial Aurora in Bloom/Grows contest (exte-

rior flower and vegetable gardens)
8. Recreation/Sports day with the emphasis on the activi-

ties, sports, and recreation people in Aurora performed 150 
years ago

9. Contest for Sesquicentennial logo
10. Winning logo would be owned by the Town where t-

shirts, golf  shirts, sweat shirts, scarves and travel mugs could 
be purchased on Town website, and/or e-Bay.  All funds go 
back to Town for other events.

11. Get current stores, companies, and schools, involved.  
Example: Adopt a Park or promoting Aurora Sesquicenten-
nial products within their stores

12. Large time-stamped mural, maybe outlined by an art-
ist then painted by students.  The “Be Proud, Aurora!” mural 
would contain the significant accomplishments Aurora citi-
zens and companies have made to the Region, province, na-
tion, and the world.   

13. Add a special sign to our “Welcome to Aurora” sign dis-
playing logo informing visitors it is our Sesquicentennial us-
ing GREEN technology.

14.  Have the Library show literature during that time on-
line or through displays. Some residents may have antiquar-
ian books to display under glass. 

15. Concert in the Park, but playing only music written 150 
years ago.

16. Use small part of  the Hydro Funds to create a structure/
tower … that we can all be proud of. It could be a clock tower 
that generates electricity by solar and wind. 

17. Sesquicentennial education school day: Working with 
school boards having one area that each class could visit for 
the day showing what tools and toys they had back then, em-
phasising the changes and importance of  education. How 
many children did not get an education because they had to 
work on the farms?    

18.  Christmas 150 years ago
19. Every event within Aurora will have some sesquicenten-

nial theme. 
20. Create a on-line Web site for the Sesquicentennial with 

special educational and informative materials.
21. Tree planting with a sesquicentennial theme to focus on 

the trees our Town will lose from insects and disease. 
22. Sesquicentennial game comparing prices then and now 
23.  Sesquicentennial Aurora banners/flags lining the main 

streets and Town building and anyone else who would like to 
purchase one from the Town. 

24. Sesquicentennial logo on side of  Railway Bridge that 
goes across Yonge Street.

25. Sesquicentennial old timers NHL hockey game and/or 
concert where all proceeds go to Aurora charities.  

 I better stop!
Eric McCartney 

Aurora

Thank you to everyone 
who came out to support the 
fourth annual Aurora jazz+ 
Festival last weekend.  We 
enjoyed a successful event 
even though the weather 
was less than cooperative!  

Patrons loved Rob Tardik, 
Sounds Caribbean, Julian 
Troiano, Courtenay Field, 
BF Soul, After Hours Big 

Jazz+ Fest organizers look ahead to 2013

Reader has several ideas for 
Aurora’s birthday party

Band, Neil Chapman and 
Jamie Miller! The festival 
met its goal of  showcasing 
local talent in a wonderful 
outdoor festival of  the arts 
for the people of  York Re-
gion.

The Aurora jazz+ Festival, 
a York Regional Festival and 
a Top 100 in the Province, 
weathered the weather! 

Admissions were less 
than anticipated due to in-
clement weather. Still, we 
had 5000-5,200 patrons in the 
park over three days! Vol-
unteers did a great job with 
only four months to plan, 
develop, organize, promote 
and produce the 2012 festi-
val. We enjoyed a magical 
moment in the park Satur-
day night just before the 
great deluge of  rain, thun-
der and lightning! We were 
visited by MP Lois Brown 
and The Hon. Michael 
Chan, Minister of  Tourism, 
Culture & Sport, who were 
met by supportive Aurora 
Councillors Chris Ballard 
and Wendy Gaertner and 
Councillor Debbie Schaefer 
from King.

Planning for the 2013 Au-
rora jazz+ Festival, August 
2 - 5th in Aurora Town Park 
has begun. We will provide 
a festival full of  music and 
visual arts for your enjoy-
ment. We hope to keep gates 
at $5 per day for adults, with 

kids 12 and under free on 
Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day. We’re looking into tents 
as a refuge from inclement 
weather so the show can go 
on!

Highlight performers 
who received loudest cheers 
this year will be back in 
2013 with longer stage time 
for your enjoyment. New 
acts will be invited to pro-
vide great jazz, pop, rock 
and world music.

Into the 2012 festival we 
wove the theme of  the 2012 
Olympics and the Red Hot 
Canadians. We made an-
nouncements and cheered 
whenever Canada got a 
medal. We shared small 
flags and waved big Cana-
dian flags around the park, 
which were also placed on 
all three stages. 

We supported our Cana-
dian Olympian champions 
and home-grown Canadian 
musicians and visual art-
ists in the park. It was great 

Putting on the Ritz

Continued on Page 18

POOR
RONNIE

Ron Wallace
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dedicated cameras.
Now cameras are
built into multiple
devices and photos
can be edited, shared
and discovered with-
in moments of  being
taken.

Magazines
were bound
by the print
m e d i u m .
Now with the
advent of  Flipboard, digital
magazines bring more per-
sonalized content, accessible
everywhere and always up to
date and including rich
media items.

Books were also victims
of  their printed constraints.
Now a wide range of  e-read-
ers allows for a highly per-
sonalized reading experience
and allows for readers to trav-
el with a large library on
their mobile device.

The music industry
required their audience to
buy albums in stores and
play them on dedicated play-
ers.  Now music discovery is
more social; instant on-
demand streaming to
enabled devices has opened
up the playback realm.

The video industry is see-

ing the same transi-
tion, as retail stores
like Blockbuster
have busted in favor
of  on-
demand/instant
streaming services

like YouTube
and Netflix.

The televi-
sion industry
made its
money by

providing linear program-
ming on pre-set channels
with little control offered to
the viewer.  Now, On Demand
personalized content is lead-
ing a trend in homes, cutting
their limited and pricey
cable.

Marketplaces themselves
have shifted from street fairs
to integrated platforms for
listings, advertising, pay-
ment and inventory manage-
ment through services like
Etsy.

Business collaboration
has changed from meetings,
whiteboards and teleconfer-
ences to online working
groups complete with data
sharing and instant messag-
ing capabilities with services
like Salesforce, Yammer and
Jive.

the House of
Commons,
according to
A S A
President
C h a r l e s
Sequeira. As
it happens,
the House
was in ses-
sion that day
which added
to their
enjoyment
of  the trip.

Senior dancers
If  you haven't had the ben-

efit of  seeing our dancers
perform, you'll get a chance
at the upcoming Farmers'
Market on August 11. The
ASA Square Dancers will be
demonstrating some of  the
dances they've been doing
over the past year.

They're also looking for
new members when they
start up again on October 15.
You don't have to know how
to dance because the current
members are more than

happy to
teach you,
step by step.
It's some-
thing to put
on your list
for the fall.

Crafters
needed
T h e

K n o t t y
Knitters is a
bit of  a mis-
nomer. They
don't just

knit. They make almost any-
thing to do with needlework.
Right now, they're rushing to
create a good quantity of
items to sell at the upcoming
Aurora Farmers' Market on
August 11. Your help is need-
ed.

If  you are a needlecraft
hobbyist, you are invited to
join them on a Monday
morning.

Jazz tickets
The Centre is selling a

limited number of  Aurora
Jazz Festival tickets for
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Fibromyalgia: Natural 
Approaches for Lasting Relief  

Advertorial

Fibromyalgia is reach-
ing alarming levels and
ineffective treatment is
common.  If  you suffer
from Fibromyalgia you
need to know poorly
known facts about the
condition in order to
avoid years of   pain and
suffering.

You have probably
been told by your doctor
you have constant, unre-
lenting joint pain …  ten-
der, achy spots all over
your body…  including
your neck and upper
back…   pain between
your shoulder blades …
chronic fatigue …  and
maybe constant or inter-
mittent headaches.  You
can’t sleep at night and
are  exhausted all day.

You can’t even enjoy
the simple things in life
anymore, such as playing
with your children.
Getting out of  bed every-
day is an unbelievable
challenge.

Life Has Become
Unbearable...  

Your doctor does an
exam...negative.  He
takes some  X-rays...nega-

tive.  Does a few blood
tests… negative.  Maybe
even an MRI… negative.  

Then he tells you you
have Fibromyalgia and
gives you anti-inflamma-
tory drugs. You find that
the approaches you try do
not help and often make
it worse. 

So you go back, again
and again, and your doc-
tor gives you different
drugs to try to make you
feel better.   

The doctor eventually
may say... “I’ve done all I
can do, you just need to
learn to live with it…”

After  exhausting the
list of  medications you
may also be told it’s “all
in your head” and they
may even send you to a
psychiatrist for anti-
depressant drugs.

You may have gone
through months, if  not
years, of  grueling tests
and drugs with horrible
side effects.  

It is clear that suffer-
ers need much more
information on what
Fibromyalgia really is
and how they can help

themselves.
Sufferers also need to

know there are many nat-
ural ways of  helping
themselves feel better by
improving the function of
muscles and nerves to
help the body to heal.    

The medical system
has essentially three
major choices: drugs,
physiotherapy or sur-
gery. 

There are other
approaches that are  sen-
sible,  natural  and safe
that have helped many
Fibromyalgia sufferers
improve  their life forev-
er.

To help sufferers,  a
workshop is being offered
as a community service
to reveal effective ways
to feel better, increase
energy and improve the
quality of  life.  The work-
shop is free. 

The workshop will be
held on Wed Aug 8, 7.30 –
9 pm. at the King West
Wellness Centre 141 King
Rd Unit 10 Richmond Hill 

Seating is limited.
Call to make reservations
(888) 837 0407.  

You might recall that our
seniors participated in their
own mini-Olympics recently. 

In a way, it's sad that they
didn't get the fanfare that the
international Olympians
receive. After all, they too
work hard, practice diligent-
ly, and focus on staying fit
and healthy in order to com-
pete. 

Yes, I know. The celebra-
tions in London last week
would be overkill for our
small competition. Even so,
the organizers really ought
to think about providing
more exposure in future for
the games and the senior
winners. 

Did they have an opening
ceremony of  substance? I
didn't hear of  any, although I
know they did hold a small
closing event. 

Admittedly, I was lax in
eyeing the papers early on
for announcements, but
when the summer games
began, I didn't need the infor-
mation. When I did, it was

scant or too close to the
event.

The international
Summer Olympics were
announced in plenty of  time
for us to catch the opening
ceremonies. This enabled
some forward-thinking peo-
ple at the Centre to schedule
time to show them on the big
screen in the lounge. 

This was good for people
with small television sets at
home. Imagine trying to
watch the elaborate displays
on a small screen. Besides,
watching them in a group
adds to the enjoyment.

That's one of  the great
things about the Centre. You
never know when you'll get a
special treat.

Ottawa trip
On June 27, MP Lois

Brown paid a visit to the
Centre during our Great
Canadian BBQ.
Subsequently, a group took a
trip to Ottawa where they
were given a "gracious wel-
come and personal tour" of




Sylvia Dickens

Seniors enjoy the London Olympic opening ceremonies
Saturday and Sunday,
August 4 and 5. Tickets are
$2.50 per person per day. If
you'd like to take advantage
of  this special offer, ask at the
reception desk. Tickets are
sold on a first come, first
served basis, so don't miss
out.

Walking Club Outings
Get your walking shoes

on and join the Walking Club
on August 8 as they enjoy
Willow Farm, Lakeview and
Wimpey Trail, Aurora
Heights to Tom's Park. You
don't need to pre-register.
Just show up at the Centre at
9.30 a.m. in proper gear. Don't
forget water. From there, par-
ticipants will car pool to the
starting location. The group
is always looking for new
members to join them each
week.

Fun programs 
It's always great to learn

something new, which is why
the Centre offers a good vari-
ety of  programs. The Town
of  Aurora has just
announced its senior pro-
grams which will be start in
September. You can grab one
of  the Fall 2012 program
guides from the Centre, the
Town Hall and at other loca-
tions. 

To tempt you, take a look
at this short list: 

Ivory Keys is for begin-
ners who would like to learn

how to read music and play
simple melodies.

Golden Voices teaches
you proper breathing tech-
niques, vocal development,
voice exercises, pitch devel-
opment and more.

Sculpting with Clay is a
great beginner course that
introduces you to conceptual
and practical aspects of  mod-
elling with clay.

Yoga Meditation shows
you how to release stress and
tension through breathing,
movement and relaxation.

Nutrition and You guides
you in how proper nutrition
can renew your energy and
help to make your body and
immune system stronger
and healthier.

Our 2012 Directors
The ASA recently named

its new directors for 2012.
They are: Ron Coe, 
Food Services Committee;
Winnie Gritten, Membership
& Volunteers; Carol
Hedenberg, Operations &
Activities; Bill Moore, Social
Committee; Louise Miller,
Sponsorship Committee.

For more information on
the Aurora Seniors' Centre
and all it has to offer, drop by
90 John West Way, visit the
web site www.aurorase-
niors.ca, email aurorase-
niors@rogers.com or call
905-726-4767 between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday.




Christopher Watts

Digital changes everything
This will mark the second

article in a departure from
my regular "100 Watts" col-
umn.  The idea behind it is to
tackle a series on digital cul-
ture for Aurora.  

My previous article was to
frame the series with one
overriding observation: digi-
tal changes everything.  This
article will explore what is
being changed and how.

Back in 2000, in his book
"Digital Capital", University
of  Toronto Professor Don
Tapscott explains how indus-
trial age production, commu-
nications, commerce and dis-
tribution all implode in this
digital age.

As companies rush to
rethink their value proposi-
tions the question everyone is
asking is: what is valuable in
a digital world?

One easy way to deter-
mine how valuable some-
thing is to try living without it
for a while.

Take for example, an
everyday object like the
phone.  Phones used to be
available on street corners
contained in large urine
soaked boxes. Now they are
found in your pocket.

What would life be like
without your mobile phone?

Like phones, computers
were large and tethered
devices which have now
become small and mobile.

These changes have
increased their value.

Here are some more
notable shifts:

Life stories used to adorn
walls.  Now they are widely
accessible through personal-
ized social media feeds like
Facebook.

News used to consist of
dedicated reports, often
delayed by the production
stream.  Now, real-time citi-
zen reporting through mobile
devices provides global reach.

Directories used to be
heavy printed yellow vol-
umes with no search features
and no reviews.  Now with
location aware services like
Yelp, one can discover user
reviews through a search that
includes images and recom-
mendations.

Photography required

The entire way recruiting
has been done has shifted
from job fairs and paper
resumes to LinkedIn's service
of  offering online resumes
with social relevancy, search-
able skill sets, endorsements
and recommendations.

These are huge disrup-
tions to our culture that are
unlikely to reverse because
they bring with them monu-
mental increases in value.

Changes that will likely be
taken for granted by children
the same way adults take the
air for granted. 

That is… until it is miss-
ing.

Stay tuned.

To Go Back To School
LET’S KEEP THEM COOL!

A & F Hair Elite
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If  you suffer from head-
aches or migraines you 
need to be aware of  excit-
ing new discoveries that 
can prevent years of  pain 
and suffering.

You may have told your 
doctor you suffer with 
pain or pressure in the 
front of  your head, back 
of  your head, sides of  
your head or a combina-
tion of  these. You may 
have complained of  neck 
stiffness or pain or ex-
perienced sleep distur-
bance, nausea, vomiting 
or visual changes.

You may find your pain 
and reduced concentra-
tion may affect your work, 
housekeeping, leisure 
activities and time with 
your friends and family. 
You may also find it af-
fects exercising, sports or 
other activities.

You go to the drug store 
or to your doctor and get 
pills to help relieve your 
pain. But you find the 
headaches keep coming 
back. So you go back, 
again and again, and 
get the same or different 
drugs to make you feel 
better.

You are likely frustrat-
ed by having to suffer with 
the come and go pain but 
may also be concerned on 
your dependency on the 
pain pills … and that they 
may be giving you side 
effects. In some cases the 
drugs create headaches - 
these are called “rebound 
headaches”. You may 
have heard that there 
are serious health risks 
associated with chronic 
use (or overuse) of  pain 
pills that include damage 
to the liver, kidneys and 
gut.

Although the pain kill-
ing drugs are designed 
to numb the pain they 
do not correct the un-
derlying root causes of  
the pain. The most com-
mon underlying causes 
include nutritional prob-
lems, postural problems, 
chemicals, jaw problems 
and emotional challenges. 
Interestingly, a common 
type of  headache called 
cervicogenic headache is 
actually due to postural 
problems affecting the 
neck – and this causes 
many headaches. Only a 
small percentage of  head 

pain is actually caused by 
underlying disease.

Your doctor will likely 
focus on medications to 
give relief  but sufferers 
need to be aware that 
there are natural options 
available for most cases 
of  headaches and mi-
graines that are clinically 
proven and safe. 

 These approaches have 
helped many headache 
and migraine sufferers 
change their lives for-
ever.

To help sufferers, an 
upcoming headache and 
migraine relief  work-
shop is scheduled which 
will reveal poorly known 
secrets for lasting results. 
This eye opening infor-
mation has helped count-
less sufferers feel better, 
sleep  better and have 
more energy.

As a community ser-
vice the workshop is free.

The workshop will be 
held on Wed, Aug. 22 from 
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm at the 
King West Wellness Cen-
tre; 141 King Rd., Unit 10, 
Richmond Hill. Seating is 
limited. To make reserva-
tions call (888) 837-0407.

dedicated cameras.
Now cameras are
built into multiple
devices and photos
can be edited, shared
and discovered with-
in moments of  being
taken.

Magazines
were bound
by the print
m e d i u m .
Now with the
advent of  Flipboard, digital
magazines bring more per-
sonalized content, accessible
everywhere and always up to
date and including rich
media items.

Books were also victims
of  their printed constraints.
Now a wide range of  e-read-
ers allows for a highly per-
sonalized reading experience
and allows for readers to trav-
el with a large library on
their mobile device.

The music industry
required their audience to
buy albums in stores and
play them on dedicated play-
ers.  Now music discovery is
more social; instant on-
demand streaming to
enabled devices has opened
up the playback realm.

The video industry is see-

ing the same transi-
tion, as retail stores
like Blockbuster
have busted in favor
of  on-
demand/instant
streaming services

like YouTube
and Netflix.

The televi-
sion industry
made its
money by

providing linear program-
ming on pre-set channels
with little control offered to
the viewer.  Now, On Demand
personalized content is lead-
ing a trend in homes, cutting
their limited and pricey
cable.

Marketplaces themselves
have shifted from street fairs
to integrated platforms for
listings, advertising, pay-
ment and inventory manage-
ment through services like
Etsy.

Business collaboration
has changed from meetings,
whiteboards and teleconfer-
ences to online working
groups complete with data
sharing and instant messag-
ing capabilities with services
like Salesforce, Yammer and
Jive.

the House of
Commons,
according to
A S A
President
C h a r l e s
Sequeira. As
it happens,
the House
was in ses-
sion that day
which added
to their
enjoyment
of  the trip.

Senior dancers
If  you haven't had the ben-

efit of  seeing our dancers
perform, you'll get a chance
at the upcoming Farmers'
Market on August 11. The
ASA Square Dancers will be
demonstrating some of  the
dances they've been doing
over the past year.

They're also looking for
new members when they
start up again on October 15.
You don't have to know how
to dance because the current
members are more than

happy to
teach you,
step by step.
It's some-
thing to put
on your list
for the fall.

Crafters
needed
T h e

K n o t t y
Knitters is a
bit of  a mis-
nomer. They
don't just

knit. They make almost any-
thing to do with needlework.
Right now, they're rushing to
create a good quantity of
items to sell at the upcoming
Aurora Farmers' Market on
August 11. Your help is need-
ed.

If  you are a needlecraft
hobbyist, you are invited to
join them on a Monday
morning.

Jazz tickets
The Centre is selling a

limited number of  Aurora
Jazz Festival tickets for
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Fibromyalgia: Natural 
Approaches for Lasting Relief  

Advertorial

Fibromyalgia is reach-
ing alarming levels and
ineffective treatment is
common.  If  you suffer
from Fibromyalgia you
need to know poorly
known facts about the
condition in order to
avoid years of   pain and
suffering.

You have probably
been told by your doctor
you have constant, unre-
lenting joint pain …  ten-
der, achy spots all over
your body…  including
your neck and upper
back…   pain between
your shoulder blades …
chronic fatigue …  and
maybe constant or inter-
mittent headaches.  You
can’t sleep at night and
are  exhausted all day.

You can’t even enjoy
the simple things in life
anymore, such as playing
with your children.
Getting out of  bed every-
day is an unbelievable
challenge.

Life Has Become
Unbearable...  

Your doctor does an
exam...negative.  He
takes some  X-rays...nega-

tive.  Does a few blood
tests… negative.  Maybe
even an MRI… negative.  

Then he tells you you
have Fibromyalgia and
gives you anti-inflamma-
tory drugs. You find that
the approaches you try do
not help and often make
it worse. 

So you go back, again
and again, and your doc-
tor gives you different
drugs to try to make you
feel better.   

The doctor eventually
may say... “I’ve done all I
can do, you just need to
learn to live with it…”

After  exhausting the
list of  medications you
may also be told it’s “all
in your head” and they
may even send you to a
psychiatrist for anti-
depressant drugs.

You may have gone
through months, if  not
years, of  grueling tests
and drugs with horrible
side effects.  

It is clear that suffer-
ers need much more
information on what
Fibromyalgia really is
and how they can help

themselves.
Sufferers also need to

know there are many nat-
ural ways of  helping
themselves feel better by
improving the function of
muscles and nerves to
help the body to heal.    

The medical system
has essentially three
major choices: drugs,
physiotherapy or sur-
gery. 

There are other
approaches that are  sen-
sible,  natural  and safe
that have helped many
Fibromyalgia sufferers
improve  their life forev-
er.

To help sufferers,  a
workshop is being offered
as a community service
to reveal effective ways
to feel better, increase
energy and improve the
quality of  life.  The work-
shop is free. 

The workshop will be
held on Wed Aug 8, 7.30 –
9 pm. at the King West
Wellness Centre 141 King
Rd Unit 10 Richmond Hill 

Seating is limited.
Call to make reservations
(888) 837 0407.  

You might recall that our
seniors participated in their
own mini-Olympics recently. 

In a way, it's sad that they
didn't get the fanfare that the
international Olympians
receive. After all, they too
work hard, practice diligent-
ly, and focus on staying fit
and healthy in order to com-
pete. 

Yes, I know. The celebra-
tions in London last week
would be overkill for our
small competition. Even so,
the organizers really ought
to think about providing
more exposure in future for
the games and the senior
winners. 

Did they have an opening
ceremony of  substance? I
didn't hear of  any, although I
know they did hold a small
closing event. 

Admittedly, I was lax in
eyeing the papers early on
for announcements, but
when the summer games
began, I didn't need the infor-
mation. When I did, it was

scant or too close to the
event.

The international
Summer Olympics were
announced in plenty of  time
for us to catch the opening
ceremonies. This enabled
some forward-thinking peo-
ple at the Centre to schedule
time to show them on the big
screen in the lounge. 

This was good for people
with small television sets at
home. Imagine trying to
watch the elaborate displays
on a small screen. Besides,
watching them in a group
adds to the enjoyment.

That's one of  the great
things about the Centre. You
never know when you'll get a
special treat.

Ottawa trip
On June 27, MP Lois

Brown paid a visit to the
Centre during our Great
Canadian BBQ.
Subsequently, a group took a
trip to Ottawa where they
were given a "gracious wel-
come and personal tour" of




Sylvia Dickens

Seniors enjoy the London Olympic opening ceremonies
Saturday and Sunday,
August 4 and 5. Tickets are
$2.50 per person per day. If
you'd like to take advantage
of  this special offer, ask at the
reception desk. Tickets are
sold on a first come, first
served basis, so don't miss
out.

Walking Club Outings
Get your walking shoes

on and join the Walking Club
on August 8 as they enjoy
Willow Farm, Lakeview and
Wimpey Trail, Aurora
Heights to Tom's Park. You
don't need to pre-register.
Just show up at the Centre at
9.30 a.m. in proper gear. Don't
forget water. From there, par-
ticipants will car pool to the
starting location. The group
is always looking for new
members to join them each
week.

Fun programs 
It's always great to learn

something new, which is why
the Centre offers a good vari-
ety of  programs. The Town
of  Aurora has just
announced its senior pro-
grams which will be start in
September. You can grab one
of  the Fall 2012 program
guides from the Centre, the
Town Hall and at other loca-
tions. 

To tempt you, take a look
at this short list: 

Ivory Keys is for begin-
ners who would like to learn

how to read music and play
simple melodies.

Golden Voices teaches
you proper breathing tech-
niques, vocal development,
voice exercises, pitch devel-
opment and more.

Sculpting with Clay is a
great beginner course that
introduces you to conceptual
and practical aspects of  mod-
elling with clay.

Yoga Meditation shows
you how to release stress and
tension through breathing,
movement and relaxation.

Nutrition and You guides
you in how proper nutrition
can renew your energy and
help to make your body and
immune system stronger
and healthier.

Our 2012 Directors
The ASA recently named

its new directors for 2012.
They are: Ron Coe, 
Food Services Committee;
Winnie Gritten, Membership
& Volunteers; Carol
Hedenberg, Operations &
Activities; Bill Moore, Social
Committee; Louise Miller,
Sponsorship Committee.

For more information on
the Aurora Seniors' Centre
and all it has to offer, drop by
90 John West Way, visit the
web site www.aurorase-
niors.ca, email aurorase-
niors@rogers.com or call
905-726-4767 between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday.




Christopher Watts

Digital changes everything
This will mark the second

article in a departure from
my regular "100 Watts" col-
umn.  The idea behind it is to
tackle a series on digital cul-
ture for Aurora.  

My previous article was to
frame the series with one
overriding observation: digi-
tal changes everything.  This
article will explore what is
being changed and how.

Back in 2000, in his book
"Digital Capital", University
of  Toronto Professor Don
Tapscott explains how indus-
trial age production, commu-
nications, commerce and dis-
tribution all implode in this
digital age.

As companies rush to
rethink their value proposi-
tions the question everyone is
asking is: what is valuable in
a digital world?

One easy way to deter-
mine how valuable some-
thing is to try living without it
for a while.

Take for example, an
everyday object like the
phone.  Phones used to be
available on street corners
contained in large urine
soaked boxes. Now they are
found in your pocket.

What would life be like
without your mobile phone?

Like phones, computers
were large and tethered
devices which have now
become small and mobile.

These changes have
increased their value.

Here are some more
notable shifts:

Life stories used to adorn
walls.  Now they are widely
accessible through personal-
ized social media feeds like
Facebook.

News used to consist of
dedicated reports, often
delayed by the production
stream.  Now, real-time citi-
zen reporting through mobile
devices provides global reach.

Directories used to be
heavy printed yellow vol-
umes with no search features
and no reviews.  Now with
location aware services like
Yelp, one can discover user
reviews through a search that
includes images and recom-
mendations.

Photography required

The entire way recruiting
has been done has shifted
from job fairs and paper
resumes to LinkedIn's service
of  offering online resumes
with social relevancy, search-
able skill sets, endorsements
and recommendations.

These are huge disrup-
tions to our culture that are
unlikely to reverse because
they bring with them monu-
mental increases in value.

Changes that will likely be
taken for granted by children
the same way adults take the
air for granted. 

That is… until it is miss-
ing.

Stay tuned.

Headaches and Migraines:
Natural Solutions Workshop 

Mardi Gras and jazz bring out the fun nature of our seniors

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

By Brock Weir

Mosquitoes carrying 
the West Nile virus are on 
the rise in York Region.

The Region of  York 
made the announcement 
last week, adding that 
nine mosquito pools have 
tested positive for West 
Nile this season, double 
the number observed last 
year. 

The Region chalks this 
increase up to this sum-
mer’s weather which has 
conspired to create the 
perfect storm for mosqui-
to populations, making it 
the ideal breeding envi-
ronment to virus carry-
ing bugs.

“As hot weather is ex-
pected to continue, pre-
vention and protection 
are the best way to guard 
yourself  and family from 
the West Nile Virus,” said 
the Region.

They recommend 
cleaning up all standing 
water on your property 
where mosquitoes are 
likely to breed. Likely 
culprits in this case in-
clude bird baths, flower 
pots, swimming pool cov-
ers, clogged gutters, and 
eavestroughs. Inside the 
home you can make sure 
screens on your doors and 
windows are tight and in 
good working order. 

To avoid being bitten by 
the virus-carrying pests, 
the Region recommends 
wearing light protective 
clothing including long-
sleeved shirts and socks, 
applying insect repellent, 

Weather conspires to double West Nile 
mosquito population

and being extra vigilant 
when outside between 
dusk and dawn. 

“York Region has not 
experienced rates of  pos-
itive mosquito pools this 
high since 2006,” said Dr. 
Karim Kurji, York’s Med-
ical Officer of  Health in 
the announcement. “Al-
though no human cases 
have been confirmed in 
York Region this season, 
we expect West Nile virus 
activity to increase and 
strongly encourage resi-
dents to prevent mosqui-
to bites by using insect 
repellent, covering up, 
and limiting outdoor ac-

tivities when mosquitoes 
are most active.”

West Nile Virus en-
compasses wide-ranging 
symptoms, including se-
vere headache and sud-
den sensitivity to light, 
fever, muscle weakness, 
stiff  neck, and confu-
sion. 

“In rare cases, the virus 
can cause serious neu-
rological illness, includ-
ing encephalitis (inflam-
mation of  the brain),” 
said the Region. “Those 
experiencing symptoms 
should seek medical at-
tention.”

For more information, 

contact the York Region 
Health Connection at 
1-800-361-5653.

Last Friday night, I had 
the great pleasure of  wit-
nessing our seniors in a 
whole new light. 

Talk about active! This 
certainly is a lively group, 
much to my surprise. 
They quickly got into the 
Mardi Gras theme, begin-
ning with their sparkles, 
beads, colorful outfits and 
feather masks.

One woman, Gigi Googh 
went the extra mile and 
had her daughter, Lin-
da, apply sparkling face 
makeup around one eye. 
It was beautiful. I just 
couldn't resist getting a 
photo.

Gradually, more seniors 
strolled in. Dick and Shir-
ley Douglas wore elabo-
rate red feather masks 
and strings of  beads over 
their colorful garb. Here, 
top photo, they sip wine 
while waiting for the 
event to begin.

Minoo Nejad and An-
nette Gagne soon became 
the life of  the party as 
they donned their se-
quined dresses – one in 
gold, the other in purple. 
Of  course they had masks 
to match. They scurried 
around, preparing table 
decorations, getting the 

seating in order and hav-
ing a lot of  laughs.

As far as costumes go, 
our own Charles Sequeira 
tried his best, bless him, 
in his funny white hat. 
He pretended to be over-
seeing the evening, but 
I'm convinced he was just 
having fun and making 
sure everyone else was 
enjoying themselves.

The meal looked really 
tasty – Jambalaya, rice 
and salad, and I was told 
there was some chicken. 
It must have gone quickly. 
Plus, a small sweet square 
for dessert.

Dinner done, the action 
began. In came the Jam-
balaya Dixieland Jazz 
Band.

To be honest, I was a bit 
disappointed when they 
arrived all dressed in 
black. "Where are the col-
orful costumes, the masks, 
the beads – something joy-
ous? Can this group really 
make this the happy event 
it's supposed to be? I'm not 
convinced they're really 
into this."

But, they quickly 
smashed my skepticism 
when they began to play. 

"Oh, these guys are 
good," I thought. By the 
third song, they were 
rooting, shaking rattles, 
inviting audience par-
ticipation – the whole 
shebang. And, of  course, 
the seniors didn't waste 
any time getting into the 

spirit.
Enter Manoo and An-

nette. These two highly 
motivated senior dancers 
stepped onto the floor in 
all their sparkling glory, 
jiving around the floor, 
arms flailing, heads bob-
bing, and drawing lots of  
smiles from the other se-
niors. Before long, more 
seniors got onto the dance 
floor and participated in 
some group dance steps.

The seniors certainly 
had a lot of  energy as they 
danced the evening away 
and showed obvious joy.

I might not be the right 
person to make this state-
ment, but as far as I could 
tell, this Mardi Gras event 
was a smash hit. Maybe 
they'll do it again… soon, 
if  that's what it takes to 
keep the seniors moving 
and smiling. 

Top Left: Dick and Shirley 
Douglas’s red feathered 
masks showed they were 
clearly taking the Mardi 
Gras theme seriously. Be-
low: Gigi Googh, however, 
went the extra mile with 
elaborate face makeup 
courtesy of her daughter 
Linda.

Auroran photos by Sylvia 
Dickens
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By Brock Weir

It may not be easy being green, but
after lengthy debate at the Council table,
new trucks for the Town's Parks
Department will now be green.

For some, including Councillor Buck
and former Councillor and Parks
Director Norm Weller, this is a return to
tradition and something the two have
been advocating for ever since white
parks vehicles entered the Aurora fleet. 

It was not all smooth sailing, however,
getting to this point as Councillors - since
Councillor Buck put forward a notice of
motion calling for all new trucks to bear
the symbolic hue early this spring - ques-
tioned whether this would cost the Town
more money in the long-run not just in
the colours that vehicle dealers may have
available, but also limit options in terms
of  makes and models.

"The only thing that remained to be
discovered or decided was whether it cost
more money for the vehicles to be green,"
said Councillor Evelyn Buck at this
month's Council meeting, speaking not
just to her motion, but also to a report
from Ilmar SImanovskis, Aurora's
Director of  Infrastructure.

In his report, Mr. Simanovskis exam-
ined several impacts such a colour change
would have on his department's ability to
replace vehicles in his fleet. These consid-
erations included trends in popular
colours, so green might not be a readily
available option, the colour's effect on

resale value, and Town branding.
"Every time a vehicle enters the public

space, it represents a message to our resi-
dents," said Mr. Simanovskis in his
report. "Consistency [is an important
message] in creating a cohesive and con-
nected image of  all Town services. When
internal divisions are brought into the
public space, there is some loss of  per-
ceived cohesion and potential confusion
in how the Town is represented in the
public realm.

"Vehicle colour is a significant brand-
ing tool and clearly communicates how
the Town is represented. The preference
of  the administration is to promote a
more cohesive and united image that
increases recognition and supports a con-
sistent brand message."

This consistency, he said, is also
reflected with white vehicles used in the
fleets of  Richmond Hill, Newmarket, and
municipalities and agencies in the sur-
rounding area.

As for the sticky matter of  paint costs,
Mr. Simanovskis' survey found that there
would be no additional charge for Ford
vehicles, but trucks tendered through
General Motors would result in a $200
additional fee and possible delays in get-
ting vehicles on time.

While this report addressed many of
the concerns that were brought to the
table resulting from Councillor Buck's
original motion, there were still some lin-
gering issues at the table, particularly
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• Hearing Testing
•  Hearing Aids 

 – all makes /models 
 – troubleshooting, repairs

•  Award Winning Service

905-713-3199
mail@happyhearing.ca
154 Wellington St. East – Aurora 
(West of Industrial Pkwy) 

Free and easy parking

We Specialize In:

Special Moments
are Meant to be Heard I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  A U R O R A

V I S I T

Happy Hearing Centre

Financing Now Available

Town, Region need consensus on underpasses: advocates
By Brock Weir

The Town and the Region need to put
their heads together and come up with
reasonable cost estimates for pedestrian
underpasses on St. John's Sideroad.

So say trail advocates who argue that
the impasse between the Region of  York
and the Town of  Aurora needs to be rec-
tified to ensure pedestrians and cyclists,
regular users of  Aurora's trails, have a
way to get across busy thoroughfares
like St. John's Sideroad and Leslie Street
without having to battle busy traffic. 

The comments came after Councillors
considered a recommendation from the
Town's Trails and Active Transportation
Committee this month.

Earlier this Spring, the committee
recommended that Council "reconfirm
its position" that trail underpasses pro-
posed for the reconstruction of  Leslie
Street and St. John's Sideroad be includ-
ed in the Region's plans for the road
widening. So far the Region maintains
its position that only "at grade" crossings
(read: street-level crosswalks) are neces-
sary in the area. 

Specifically, the committee recom-
mends four grade separated crossings
for the Leslie Street and St. John's Area
and that the Region and Town share the
costs in the design and implementation
of  the four crossings.

Mr. Wehrenberg's arguments, which
can be seen in his letter on page 6 this
week, over the cost garnered some sup-
port at the Council table.

"[He] raised an issue which would be
of  great interest to our taxpayers with
respect to the cost of  the grade separa-
tion," said Councillor Wendy Gaertner.

According to Aurora CAO Neil Garbe,
the Town - Parks and Recreation
Director Al Downey in particular - is
working with the Regional representa-
tives for transportation to move the proj-
ect along, including getting a definitive
answer on costs. 

Aurora Council has previously
approved approaching the Region to seek
a 50/50 cost sharing agreement. This
came down last November. The approval
saw the approval in principle of  50.50
funding with the region for underpasses
which were, at the time, expected to
clock in at $1.2 million. The price tag was
then expected to increase if  additional
amenities such as lighting were
approved. 

$50,000 was included in the budget for
the design of  each proposed crossing,
not exceeding four designs.

"I have experienced the same frustra-
tion as Mr. Wehrenberg in dealing with
the Region in the matter of  coming to
grips with the actual costs," said
Councillor Evelyn Buck at the July meet-
ing. "They are obviously not, right or
wrong, in support of  these underpasses
and whether or not they are expensive is
a canard, that they don't want to do it and
I think they have to come to grips with
some actual figures.

"Tell us. Give us some specific figures
of  what it is actually going to cost to
design it. It shouldn't be beyond their
capability to work out those figures.
They're working with designers all the
time.

"We have to take responsibility for
those services that are municipal in
nature. 

We know that the region has a cost
sharing for some of  them but we also
know they have a limited budget. They
can't approve of  everything they would
request, or I would be surprised if  we got
everything that we asked for. We have to
know what the costs are, or a near figure
of  what the costs might be and take the
responsibility for that cost if  the Region
doesn't have the resources or if  the
Region has some but not all of  the
resources. We need to be prepared to
accept those costs. If  we're really deter-
mined that these underpasses will be
provided and that people will have the

Parks trucks go green again

opportunity to walk under these major
transportation routes, I think we [should
put our money where our mouth is]."

Councillor Buck's arguments found
agreement with Councillor Michael
Thompson who said no matter how
many times the issue of  pedestrian
underpasses circles the table, costs

always cause the Town and the Region to
hit the brakes. 

"We have heard different numbers
from different people about these costs
and I think we're all just happy to make a
decision and determine the direction but
we just need that one crucial piece of
information," he said.

By Brock Weir

On the surface, one 
would think that Steve 
Hinder and Queen Eliza-
beth II have little in com-
mon, but once you get 
talking to the former, it 
seems neither truly has 
the word “retirement” in 
their regular vocabulary. 

“After my police career 
and this other career, peo-
ple talk retirement, but 
that is a word I am not the 
least bit interested in,” 
Mr. Hinder recently told 
The Auroran. “I tell peo-
ple that if  you enjoy what 
you’re doing and you’re 
able to keep it up, why 
would you stop?”

In recent years, Mr. Hin-
der, a former member of  
the Toronto Police Force 
and Aurora Councillor, 
has enjoyed and contin-
ues to tackle a pretty hefty 
load of  community work, 
but community work he 
enjoys doing. At the mo-
ment, he is Chair of  the 
Newmarket Chamber of  
Commerce, Chair of  the 
Board of  Governors for 
the Character Community 
Foundation, and a member 
of  the Southlake Regional 
Health Centre Foundation 
Board (on which he also 
serves as chair of  their 
special events committee). 
He also serves as the Vice 
President of  the Belinda’s 
Place Foundation, which 
is building York Region’s 
first shelter for homeless 
women, as manager of  Continued on Page 23

Steve Hinder shares a couple of things in common with the Queen
Neighbourhood Network 
and Magna for Commu-
nity, as well as Director of  
Community and Govern-
ment Relations for The 
Stronach Group.

It is a punishing work-
load for anyone and Mr. 
Hinder was recently hon-
oured for his work – and 
gained a second thing in 
common with the Queen – 
being awarded the Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond Ju-
bilee Medal by Newmar-
ket-Aurora MPP Frank 
Klees. 

During the investiture, 
which was held at Queen’s 
Park last month, Mr. Klees 
paid tribute to Mr. Hin-
der’s involvement in both 
Aurora and Newmarket.

“Steve’s professional 
career and personal phi-
losophy have combined to 
give his community and 
our province the benefits 
of  a unique brand of  lead-
ership,” said Mr. Klees. 
“During 30 years of  ser-
vice and policing, Steve 
received numerous recog-
nitions for exemplary ser-
vice, including the Chief  
of  Police Award in 1991 
and the Ontario Crime 
Control Award of  Excel-
lence in 2001. 

“After retiring from 
the police services, Steve 
served on the Ontario Pa-
role and Earned Release 
Board. As the Commu-
nity Relations Manager 
for Magna for Commu-
nity, Steve is now con-
tinuing to make a differ-

ence through the work of  
Neighbourhood Network, 
he serves on many Com-
munity Boards, including 
the Southlake Regional 
Health Centre Foundation 
and the Newmarket Cham-
ber of  Commerce.”

While Mr. Hinder was a 
recipient of  the Queen’s 
Golden Jubilee Medal in 
2002, this time around he 
said although it was an 
honour, it was a bitter-
sweet one.

“I couldn’t help but 
think how proud my par-
ents would be, especially 
my dad who was a veter-
an, and their roots are in 
Great Britain,” he said. “I 
have always admired and 
enjoyed the relationship 
that we in Canada share 
with the Queen. Even 
growing up in school, we 
had God Save the Queen 
every day and that is the 
first thing I thought of. 
When Frank was reading 
off  the background of  the 
award, I was thinking of  
my parents and thinking, 
‘If  they were here, man, 
they would think this 
was so cool!’ and be very 
proud.”

In describing what it 
feels like to receive such 
an honour, Mr. Hinder 
struggled to find the right 
words. “Embarrassing”, 
he said, wasn’t the right 
word, but he reluctantly 
said he had to go for the 
“cliché” that is typical in 
these types of  situations 
where you get more out of  

the work than you put into 
it. He has been fortunate 
in life, he said, to be in the 
right circumstances to do 
a wide variety of  things 
and in a wide arena.

“I did 30 years of  polic-
ing in Toronto – often-
times that is enough for 
people, but I feel that is 
like a cup of  coffee now 
compared to the 12 years 
since I have left,” he said. 
“It is unbelievable and I 
love it. I am really lucky. 
I am encouraged by my 
employer to get out there 
and get involved in the 

community. Magna is an 
organization that doesn’t 
just make monetary do-
nations. They encourage 
their employees to get en-
gaged and I am very for-
tunate that way. I am en-
couraged to do the things 
I do, so I am lucky and I 
have the support at home 
to make it happen, which 
is pretty unique too.”

With so many jobs un-
der his belt, it is a small 
wonder that Mr. Hinder 
has the time to do every-
thing required of  him, but 
be brushes off  the sugges-

tion that there is anything 
unusual in that. He said 
that he is simply a good 
time manager. People who 
may be on the fence about 
wanting to put themselves 
forward and volunteer 
for a group or a particu-
lar cause, just need to get 
their feet wet and they 
will probably continue on 
the path, he said. Volun-
teering, he added, makes 
you feel good and when 
you feel good you improve 
your quality of  life and 
everything else just falls 

Steve Hinder (right) was presented with his Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 
Medal by Frank Klees at a Queen’s Park ceremony last month.

Photo by David Falconer



THE AURORAN, Tuesday, August 14, 2012 PAGE 9 Page 15THE AURORAN, Tuesday, July 31, 2012

SUMMER 
SALE

50 % 
OFF

U
P

 T
O

Featuring: 

...and many more!

 50% OFF
PURSES & SHOES 

14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre 
www. omarsshoes.com 905-727-9391

14800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre 
Beside Omars Shoes 905-841-7762

 

Take an
 

extra

SHOES
SINCE 1970

50% OFF

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SINCE 1970
SHOES

 

 

 

 

SA
SUM  

 

 

 

 

AL
MM  

 

 

 

 

LE
MER 

 

 

 

 

SA

5  O5  U
P

 T5   T
O50 

 

 

 

 

AL

0 % 
 

 

 

 

LE
% 

 

 

 

 

5  U
 

eaturing:FFeaturing:
50 

 

 

 

 

0 % 
O

 

 

 

 

% 
OFF

 

 

 

 

ong  YYonge S14800 

50  extra
ake an

 
ak   

t aTTa   

 

 

 

 

a Shopping Corur., Atge S
PURSES   

0% OFF
nd ...a

 

 

 

 

e tren ng C
S & SHOES 

e!y morn ma

 

 

 

 

. omarswww
ong  YYonge S14800 

 

 

 

 

905-72om .c sshoes
a Shopping Corur., Atge S

0% O

 

 

 

 

27-9391
e tren ng C

 OFF

 

 

 

 5  
m  eside OB

ong  YYonge S14800 

 

 

 

 50% O
905-841mars Shoes

a Shopp  orur, Aeettre S

 

 

 

  OFF
1-7762

e tren ping C

Kid’s Bowling

Only $75 per child
Ages  5 - 12

 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Bowling Every Day

To Register call or visit Gateway Lanes
905 727-2900

$20 Deposit Required
Hosted by: The Gathering Place

210 Edward Street, Aurora
905 841-0172 – www.tgpoa.com

Also Swimming, Games, 
Sports, Music,
Drama, Puppets, 
Faith Lessons & Much More
Children – bring your own lunch

Aug  20  – 24   
day camp

th th

Masonary  Ι  Brick Repair  
Interlock Concrete Driveway

Stairs  Ι  Patios 
All Sealing

Waterproofing

416-571-7510 
primetimerob@live.ca 
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Committee meetings: 
Coming to a computer near you!

By Brock Weir

Aurora's General
Committee meetings - the
prelude to the main
Council event - could soon
be coming to a computer
near you.

Councillors recently
approved a new pilot proj-
ect which will see general
committee meetings
broadcast on Aurora’s
website at www.aurora.
ca. This has been a long-
proposed idea, but one
which has failed to clear
several hurdles in recent
years, including claims by
Town officials that the
Town's existing website
server did not have
enough bandwidth to
make live streaming a
reality. 

Over the winter, how-
ever, there was a one-off
meeting live streamed to
the public surrounding
the Aurora's Strategic
Plan, which was evidently
a success. 

"The public consulta-
tion was successfully
streamed for approxi-
mately one hour," said
Aurora CAO Neil  Garbe
in his report to Council
earlier this month. "The
live session was recorded,
edited, and later posted to
the Strategic Plan web-
site."

In his report, certain
equipment needs to be
available and criteria  met
to make the project hap-
pen, including adequate
cameras and web servers,
and he proposed a combi-
nation of  in-house and
independent services for
council consideration.

"Streaming media via
internet is  feasible, as evi-
denced by a successful
broadcast of  the Strategic
Plan consultation," said
Mr. Garbe. "To stream
other events or General
Committee meetings, fur-
ther testing would not be
required to determine an
optimal configuration to
balance technical capaci-
ty and cost, as well as
examine the potential for
different audio and video
capture options."

Rogers Television,
which continues to broad-
cast regula rly scheduled
Council meetings,
installed a handful of  new
cameras in the Council
chamber last year, con-
trolled from a small

annexe adjoining the
Council chamber, to
remove the necessity of
bringing in a full camera
crew and broadcasting
truck each week. 

At the time, Rogers
and Town Staff  reported
these new cameras would
be available for Town use
for non-Council meetings
with a staff  member
trained on how to operate
the system. Why this
option was not on the
table, however, was one of
the many concerns
Councillors had with the
live streaming proposal
before it gained final
approval.

When asked by
Councillor Chris Ballard
what happened with that
proposal, Mr. Garbe said
that is still being investi-
gated and it might not be
an issue with the cameras
themselves, but how the
Rogers cameras tie into
the live streaming system
proposed. If  there are no
barriers,  that could save
the Town some money,
said Mr. Garbe.

"If  we can use what is
here, let's do so and let's
see if  there are some vol-
unteers who would be
able to use some equip-
ment because we may be
able to utilize it for other
meetings," said
Councillor Chris Ballard.

Although Councillor
John Gallo questioned
why Council meetings
proper could not be live
streamed on the Town's
website (Councillor
Thompson suggested
including a link to the
Rogers feed on the Town's
site as well), the recep-
tion was largely positive,
with Councillors backing
any initiatives to
increase citizen engage-
ment. One argument was
addressing the number of
people in this Town who
use alternatives to
Rogers.

"There are a lot of  res-

idents who don't have
Rogers Cable and [have]
satellite through other
vendors, so having a link
like that would allow the
GC meetings and
Councils to be broadcast
through different means,"
said Councillor Sandra
Humfryes.

"We all want to see
more engagement by the
community," added
Councillor Thompson,
noting broadcasts should
go beyond General
Committee. "I would add
that the budget meetings
too are all about engaging
the community. Anything
we can do to get the infor-
mation out to those who
wis h to watch it [is] won-
derful!"

Councillor Evelyn
Buck, who also ques-
tioned the feasibility of
having Council meetings
streamed on the Town's
website, she said this was
an idea she brought up
two councils ago and is
looking forward to finally
seeing something come of
it. Online broadcasts, she
said, only positively
impact the public.

"The Auroran has
Alison [Collins-Mrakas]
doing her show on the
newspaper's website, and
I see [this] as a greater
amenity for all the thou-
sands of  people who like
to watch Council and see
what we're up to," she
said with her tongue
slightly in her cheek. "I
am thinking of  how we
pull in the viewers. I am
thinking of  what the
introduction to what the
Town of  Aurora General
Committee meetings
would be. A chorus of
dancing girls, perhaps, or
something to make peo-
ple realise what they are
about to watch and have
excitement?"

"[How about]
'Warning: Not suitable for
all ages?'" replied Mayor
Dawe.

Aurora Councillor Paul Pirri took on the persona of the Man in Black at last
Wednesday’s Concert in the Park where he was joined by Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and
Councillor John Abel to form a musical trio during an interlude in the main concert.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

dedicated cameras.
Now cameras are
built into multiple
devices and photos
can be edited, shared
and discovered with-
in moments of  being
taken.

Magazines
were bound
by the print
m e d i u m .
Now with the
advent of  Flipboard, digital
magazines bring more per-
sonalized content, accessible
everywhere and always up to
date and including rich
media items.

Books were also victims
of  their printed constraints.
Now a wide range of  e-read-
ers allows for a highly per-
sonalized reading experience
and allows for readers to trav-
el with a large library on
their mobile device.

The music industry
required their audience to
buy albums in stores and
play them on dedicated play-
ers.  Now music discovery is
more social; instant on-
demand streaming to
enabled devices has opened
up the playback realm.

The video industry is see-

ing the same transi-
tion, as retail stores
like Blockbuster
have busted in favor
of  on-
demand/instant
streaming services

like YouTube
and Netflix.

The televi-
sion industry
made its
money by

providing linear program-
ming on pre-set channels
with little control offered to
the viewer.  Now, On Demand
personalized content is lead-
ing a trend in homes, cutting
their limited and pricey
cable.

Marketplaces themselves
have shifted from street fairs
to integrated platforms for
listings, advertising, pay-
ment and inventory manage-
ment through services like
Etsy.

Business collaboration
has changed from meetings,
whiteboards and teleconfer-
ences to online working
groups complete with data
sharing and instant messag-
ing capabilities with services
like Salesforce, Yammer and
Jive.

the House of
Commons,
according to
A S A
President
C h a r l e s
Sequeira. As
it happens,
the House
was in ses-
sion that day
which added
to their
enjoyment
of  the trip.

Senior dancers
If  you haven't had the ben-

efit of  seeing our dancers
perform, you'll get a chance
at the upcoming Farmers'
Market on August 11. The
ASA Square Dancers will be
demonstrating some of  the
dances they've been doing
over the past year.

They're also looking for
new members when they
start up again on October 15.
You don't have to know how
to dance because the current
members are more than

happy to
teach you,
step by step.
It's some-
thing to put
on your list
for the fall.

Crafters
needed
T h e

K n o t t y
Knitters is a
bit of  a mis-
nomer. They
don't just

knit. They make almost any-
thing to do with needlework.
Right now, they're rushing to
create a good quantity of
items to sell at the upcoming
Aurora Farmers' Market on
August 11. Your help is need-
ed.

If  you are a needlecraft
hobbyist, you are invited to
join them on a Monday
morning.

Jazz tickets
The Centre is selling a

limited number of  Aurora
Jazz Festival tickets for
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E-mail steve@stevethomas.ca
web site: www.stevethomas.ca

sutton group - solutions realty inc., brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Steve Thomas
Sales Representative 

Providing Real Estate Solutions 
That Save You $$$

Aurora Office: 905-841-5405

Fibromyalgia: Natural 
Approaches for Lasting Relief  

Advertorial

Fibromyalgia is reach-
ing alarming levels and
ineffective treatment is
common.  If  you suffer
from Fibromyalgia you
need to know poorly
known facts about the
condition in order to
avoid years of   pain and
suffering.

You have probably
been told by your doctor
you have constant, unre-
lenting joint pain …  ten-
der, achy spots all over
your body…  including
your neck and upper
back…   pain between
your shoulder blades …
chronic fatigue …  and
maybe constant or inter-
mittent headaches.  You
can’t sleep at night and
are  exhausted all day.

You can’t even enjoy
the simple things in life
anymore, such as playing
with your children.
Getting out of  bed every-
day is an unbelievable
challenge.

Life Has Become
Unbearable...  

Your doctor does an
exam...negative.  He
takes some  X-rays...nega-

tive.  Does a few blood
tests… negative.  Maybe
even an MRI… negative.  

Then he tells you you
have Fibromyalgia and
gives you anti-inflamma-
tory drugs. You find that
the approaches you try do
not help and often make
it worse. 

So you go back, again
and again, and your doc-
tor gives you different
drugs to try to make you
feel better.   

The doctor eventually
may say... “I’ve done all I
can do, you just need to
learn to live with it…”

After  exhausting the
list of  medications you
may also be told it’s “all
in your head” and they
may even send you to a
psychiatrist for anti-
depressant drugs.

You may have gone
through months, if  not
years, of  grueling tests
and drugs with horrible
side effects.  

It is clear that suffer-
ers need much more
information on what
Fibromyalgia really is
and how they can help

themselves.
Sufferers also need to

know there are many nat-
ural ways of  helping
themselves feel better by
improving the function of
muscles and nerves to
help the body to heal.    

The medical system
has essentially three
major choices: drugs,
physiotherapy or sur-
gery. 

There are other
approaches that are  sen-
sible,  natural  and safe
that have helped many
Fibromyalgia sufferers
improve  their life forev-
er.

To help sufferers,  a
workshop is being offered
as a community service
to reveal effective ways
to feel better, increase
energy and improve the
quality of  life.  The work-
shop is free. 

The workshop will be
held on Wed Aug 8, 7.30 –
9 pm. at the King West
Wellness Centre 141 King
Rd Unit 10 Richmond Hill 

Seating is limited.
Call to make reservations
(888) 837 0407.  

You might recall that our
seniors participated in their
own mini-Olympics recently. 

In a way, it's sad that they
didn't get the fanfare that the
international Olympians
receive. After all, they too
work hard, practice diligent-
ly, and focus on staying fit
and healthy in order to com-
pete. 

Yes, I know. The celebra-
tions in London last week
would be overkill for our
small competition. Even so,
the organizers really ought
to think about providing
more exposure in future for
the games and the senior
winners. 

Did they have an opening
ceremony of  substance? I
didn't hear of  any, although I
know they did hold a small
closing event. 

Admittedly, I was lax in
eyeing the papers early on
for announcements, but
when the summer games
began, I didn't need the infor-
mation. When I did, it was

scant or too close to the
event.

The international
Summer Olympics were
announced in plenty of  time
for us to catch the opening
ceremonies. This enabled
some forward-thinking peo-
ple at the Centre to schedule
time to show them on the big
screen in the lounge. 

This was good for people
with small television sets at
home. Imagine trying to
watch the elaborate displays
on a small screen. Besides,
watching them in a group
adds to the enjoyment.

That's one of  the great
things about the Centre. You
never know when you'll get a
special treat.

Ottawa trip
On June 27, MP Lois

Brown paid a visit to the
Centre during our Great
Canadian BBQ.
Subsequently, a group took a
trip to Ottawa where they
were given a "gracious wel-
come and personal tour" of




Sylvia Dickens

Seniors enjoy the London Olympic opening ceremonies
Saturday and Sunday,
August 4 and 5. Tickets are
$2.50 per person per day. If
you'd like to take advantage
of  this special offer, ask at the
reception desk. Tickets are
sold on a first come, first
served basis, so don't miss
out.

Walking Club Outings
Get your walking shoes

on and join the Walking Club
on August 8 as they enjoy
Willow Farm, Lakeview and
Wimpey Trail, Aurora
Heights to Tom's Park. You
don't need to pre-register.
Just show up at the Centre at
9.30 a.m. in proper gear. Don't
forget water. From there, par-
ticipants will car pool to the
starting location. The group
is always looking for new
members to join them each
week.

Fun programs 
It's always great to learn

something new, which is why
the Centre offers a good vari-
ety of  programs. The Town
of  Aurora has just
announced its senior pro-
grams which will be start in
September. You can grab one
of  the Fall 2012 program
guides from the Centre, the
Town Hall and at other loca-
tions. 

To tempt you, take a look
at this short list: 

Ivory Keys is for begin-
ners who would like to learn

how to read music and play
simple melodies.

Golden Voices teaches
you proper breathing tech-
niques, vocal development,
voice exercises, pitch devel-
opment and more.

Sculpting with Clay is a
great beginner course that
introduces you to conceptual
and practical aspects of  mod-
elling with clay.

Yoga Meditation shows
you how to release stress and
tension through breathing,
movement and relaxation.

Nutrition and You guides
you in how proper nutrition
can renew your energy and
help to make your body and
immune system stronger
and healthier.

Our 2012 Directors
The ASA recently named

its new directors for 2012.
They are: Ron Coe, 
Food Services Committee;
Winnie Gritten, Membership
& Volunteers; Carol
Hedenberg, Operations &
Activities; Bill Moore, Social
Committee; Louise Miller,
Sponsorship Committee.

For more information on
the Aurora Seniors' Centre
and all it has to offer, drop by
90 John West Way, visit the
web site www.aurorase-
niors.ca, email aurorase-
niors@rogers.com or call
905-726-4767 between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday.




Christopher Watts

Digital changes everything
This will mark the second

article in a departure from
my regular "100 Watts" col-
umn.  The idea behind it is to
tackle a series on digital cul-
ture for Aurora.  

My previous article was to
frame the series with one
overriding observation: digi-
tal changes everything.  This
article will explore what is
being changed and how.

Back in 2000, in his book
"Digital Capital", University
of  Toronto Professor Don
Tapscott explains how indus-
trial age production, commu-
nications, commerce and dis-
tribution all implode in this
digital age.

As companies rush to
rethink their value proposi-
tions the question everyone is
asking is: what is valuable in
a digital world?

One easy way to deter-
mine how valuable some-
thing is to try living without it
for a while.

Take for example, an
everyday object like the
phone.  Phones used to be
available on street corners
contained in large urine
soaked boxes. Now they are
found in your pocket.

What would life be like
without your mobile phone?

Like phones, computers
were large and tethered
devices which have now
become small and mobile.

These changes have
increased their value.

Here are some more
notable shifts:

Life stories used to adorn
walls.  Now they are widely
accessible through personal-
ized social media feeds like
Facebook.

News used to consist of
dedicated reports, often
delayed by the production
stream.  Now, real-time citi-
zen reporting through mobile
devices provides global reach.

Directories used to be
heavy printed yellow vol-
umes with no search features
and no reviews.  Now with
location aware services like
Yelp, one can discover user
reviews through a search that
includes images and recom-
mendations.

Photography required

The entire way recruiting
has been done has shifted
from job fairs and paper
resumes to LinkedIn's service
of  offering online resumes
with social relevancy, search-
able skill sets, endorsements
and recommendations.

These are huge disrup-
tions to our culture that are
unlikely to reverse because
they bring with them monu-
mental increases in value.

Changes that will likely be
taken for granted by children
the same way adults take the
air for granted. 

That is… until it is miss-
ing.

Stay tuned.
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Deciding fate of Hydro money is more than a simple vote
By Brock Weir

While Town staff  prepare a fall education cam-
paign over the summer on what options are avail-
able for the $33 million in Aurora’s Hydro Fund,
deciding on the results of  a public survey isn’t as
simple as coming to a decision on popular opin-
ion.

In 2006, when the Council of  the day sold
Aurora Hydro, Councillors bound themselves and
future Councils in a series of  stringent conditions
on how the money can be spent. 

As things stand now, any decision on what to do
with the money will require the approval of  two
thirds of  the entire Council. Under the bylaw, this
is interpreted to mean that all members are pres-
ent in the Council chamber at the time of  the vote.
If  not, it is deferred until the next time every
Councillor is in his or her seat. If  that doesn’t
happen for three consecutive meetings, the num-
ber of  Councillors needed to reach 100 per cent
drops by one.

According to a report released by Town
Treasurer Dan Elliott in advance of  this month’s
Council meeting where Councillors voted to go
ahead with an education plan, this restriction
presents its own set of  problems to the Council of
2012 and has suggested a number of  changes
which will, if  his recommendations are accepted,
be debated in September. 

Not only does the existing bylaw only cover the
initial amount garnered from the sale and not the
substantial interest that has accrued since then,
but the voting itself  presents its own headaches.

“The restrictive vote rule indirectly gives uni-
lateral veto power to any one member on the pro-
posal near the time of  the vote, as any one mem-
ber only need to back away from the table or leave
the room just prior to calling the vote,” said Mr.
Elliott. “Should this occur, procedurally the vote
would not be able to be taken for three such meet-
ings. Subsequent to the first three meetings where
the allocation is intended to be voted upon, the
veto power moves to any two members who choose
to leave the table prior to the actual vote being
taken. There is no limit as to how long the veto
power rests with any two persons on the matter. 

“Clearly the restrictive voting rule as currently
adopted has the potential to impair the progress of
Council in making decisions in the best interest of
the community. Despite the restrictive voting rule,
the 30 days public notice must still be given.” 

Suggested ways to “clean up” this issue include
repealing the rule and replace it to require the
approval of  2/3 of  the members present, replace it
with a simple majority vote, or go their own way
in determining how to vote. Any changes, added
Mr. Elliott, would be a matter of  a simple majori-

ty vote of  this Council. 
“A reserve fund bylaw is standard municipal

practice, and for the larger Aurora Hydro Sale
Investment Fund, such a bylaw was previously
resolved to be adopted, but was never presented
for adoption,” said Mr. Elliott. “Consolidating into
reserve fund bylaws the past decisions of  Council
which took place over a number of  months or
years will serve to clarify for all members of
Council and the public the final intentions of
Council for the purposes and processes for alloca-
tion of  the hydro sale proceeds. 

“This will serve all parties well as the commu-
nity and Council contemplate possible community
projects as we prepare for public consultations on
various proposed uses.”





 

The results of  the sur-
vey were presented to the 
public in May for all Au-
rora residents. The meet-
ing was attended by just 
under 60 citizens from 
both inside and outside 
the area. 

“The general feedback 
of  the open house was 
similar to the online 
survey where residents 
recommended different 
solutions to the traffic 
calming measures in the 
area,” said Mr. Simanovs-
kis in his report. 

“The Fire Chief  of  Cen-
tral York Fire Services 
[expressed] his concern 

that traffic calming mea-
sures would increase 
response times to some 
varying degrees. Depend-
ing on the measure used 
there was the increased 
risk of  damage to vehicles 
and equipment, as well as 
a marginal increase of  
risk [or] injury to fire-
fighters. He also identi-
fied that the chicanes in 
use have caused the most 
impact to Central York 
Fire Services.”

When The Auroran at-
tended the open house on 
May 15, the vast major-
ity of  those in attendance 
wanted to see an end to the 

chicanes, although there 
were a handful of  resi-
dents who saw the ben-
efit of  the traffic calming 
measures. Many of  those 
concerned, however, lived 
in the neighbourhood but 
just outside the board-
ers of  the traffic calming 
area. They sounded off  
on some of  the difficulty 
it has caused them in get-
ting where they need to 
go.

This week, there will 
be two recommendations 
and five further options 
before Council on what 
to do with the traffic 
calming measures. Staff  

recommend lower speed 
humps for Centre Street 
between Walton Drive and 
Wells Street during the 
reconstruction of  Cen-
tre, and that speed humps 
between Walton and the 
train tracks be replaced 
by speed cushions. 

As for the rest of  the 
oft-maligned calming 
measures, the first option 
is to do nothing.

This, said Mr. Si-
manovskis, would go to-
wards satisfying “a sig-
nificant component” of  
quadrant residents who 
saw no need for change, 
and it would not disrupt 

the existing community. 
On the other hand, this 
option “will not address 
the high rate of  both 
internal and external 
respondents seeking re-
moval of  chicanes and 
other changes.” 

The second option is to 
take out all the chicanes 
and replace them with 
speed cushions on Mark 
Street and Walton Drive.

The Pros: It “satisfies a 
considerable component 
of  northeast and outside 
northeast residents who 
identified the preference 
for removal of  the chi-
canes.” Mr. Simanovskis 
also said it will increase 
the safety of  motorists, 
enable better snow re-
moval, and have less on-
going maintenance. 

The Cons: The Direc-
tor expects an increase of  
traffic “as some motorists 
do avoid the area because 
of  chicanes.” 

The cost of  removing 
the chicanes in favour of  
speed humps is estimated 
at $50,838.40.

The third option is to 
replace the diverter at 
Spruce and Catherine. 
This, said Mr. Simanovs-
kis, will satisfy a large 
number of  residents who 
voted against the mea-

sure. It would also reduce 
traffic on Mark Street and 
Walton Drive. On the oth-
er hand, it would increase 
traffic volume, noise, and 
potentially speeds in this 
area.

The one-way restric-
tion at Centre and Fleu-
ry Street is on the table 
with the fourth option. 
Its removal would satis-
fy respondents, said Mr. 
Simanovskis, but again 
could increase traffic in 
the area. 

The fifth and final op-
tion is to remove all traf-
fic calming measures. 

“[This] satisfies a small 
number of  northeast res-
idents, and a significant 
number of  the outside 
residents, who identified 
the preference to remove 
all traffic calming mea-
sures in the area,” said 
Mr. Simanovskis, not-
ing the cost of  removing 
everything would be up-
wards of  $150,000.

What would you like 
to see happen to the traf-
fic calming measures in 
Aurora’s northeast quad-
rant? Do you have another 
solution? Have your say! 
Send your suggestions to 
brock@auroran.com.

Continued from Page 1

Councillors face five options on northeast traffic

So, what did the survey actually find? Of  the re-
spondents, 140 came from inside the quadrant, while 
100 came from outside that neighbourhood. 

While residents indicated that traffic calming has 
actually worsened the chances of  car crashes and 
the ability to leave their driveway, the survey first 
got into the specifics. 

Asked if  they were pleased with traffic calming, 
about 65 per cent of  residents within the quadrant 
said they were pleased, while just five from outside 
its boundaries said they were pleased. 40 quadrant 
residents said they were not pleased with them but 
from residents outside the quadrant, the number of  
disgruntled respondents jumps to 70. Those voting 
“other” were pretty evenly split.

Considering whether residents believed “there 
was a traffic calming problem before the project was 
implemented, about 105 residents of  the quadrant 
and 30 outside said yes, while about 25 quad resi-
dents voted no. The “nos” were better represented 
from outside residents, jumping to about 65. Asked 
specifically, however, whether they supported the 
traffic calming measures, the majority of  quadrant 
residents said they did (85) while 50 voted no. Per-
haps not surprisingly, these numbers are very differ-
ent for residents outside the area with just 10 voters 
saying they supported traffic calming, while 85 said 
they did not.

Do you agree that impacts to your commuter 
options are reasonable in exchange for 

improved traffic management in the 
NE Quadrant Community?

Yes – Quad: 86/Non-Quad: 10
No – Quad: 50/Non-Quad: 70

Are you a driver who uses the NE Quadrant 
roadway system regularly?

Yes – Quad: 50/Non-Quad: 20
No – Quad: 1/Non-Quad: 15

Which traffic calming features would you like 
to see removed from the NE Quadrant?

Chicanes – Quad: 45/Non-Quad: 47
None – Quad: 40/Non-Quad: 3
Diverter – Quad: 15/Non-Quad: 17
One-Way: Quad: 12/Non-Quad: 23
All – Quad: 2/ Non-Quad: 33
Speed Humps – Quad: 7/Non-Quad: 15
Time of  Day Restrictions – Quad: 2/Non-Quad: 4
Speed Cushions – Quad: 3/Non-Quad: 0
Curb Extensions – Quad: 1/Non-Quad: 1

Residents of  the quadrant were specifically asked 
as well how traffic calming measures had addressed 
specific problems including high traffic speeds, high 
volume of  non-local traffic, crashes (actual or near 
miss), danger to pedestrians and cyclists, and diffi-
culty leaving one’s driveway. Aside from crashes, re-
sults could provide statisticians with a challenge in 
drawing definitive conclusions.

High Traffic Speed:
Reduced Significantly – 63

Reduced Moderately – 4

Traffic calming by the numbers
No Change – 40

Condition is Worse – 25
High Volume of  Non-Local Traffic:

Reduced Significantly – 70
Reduced Moderately – 30 

No Change – 48
Condition is Worse – 20

Crashes (actual or near miss)
Reduced significantly – 30
Reduced Moderately – 22

No Change – 50
Condition is Worse – 60

Danger to Pedestrians:
Reduced Significantly – 63
Reduced Moderately – 20 

No Change – 40
Condition is Worse – 50

Difficulty Leaving Driveway/Street:
Reduced significantly – 60

Reduced Moderately 10
No change – 50

Condition is Worse – 62

Results also found that residents both inside and 
outside the quadrant believed that traffic calming 
measures had increased their travel time, reduced 
their number of  commuter routes, increased their 
travel distance, reduced their travel convenience, 
but has not affected the number of  trips they take 
through the northeast quadrant area.
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

AUGUST 13 - 17
HALF DAY CAMPS

Ages 10 - 14       9 am - 1 pm
Ages  7 -  9       10 am - 2 pm 

$260.00  HST INCLUDED

AUGUST 20 - 24
Ages 10 - 14       9 am - 11 am
Ages  6 -  9       11 am - 1 pm 

$200.00  HST INCLUDED

Please phone Len/Janine
905-939-7962

www.chittlehockey.com

CHITTLE HOCKEY ACADEMY
SUMMER CAMPS

CHITTLE HOCKE  ACADEMYY KE  
SUMMER 

CHITTLE HOCKE

$260.00  HST INCLUDED
Ages  7 -  9       10 am - 2 pm 
Ages 10 - 14       9 am - 1 pm

YAHALF D
AUGUST   

 
 CAMPS

ACADEMYY KE

   INCLUDED
     9       10 am - 2 pm 
          9 am - 1 pm

 CAMPSY
 13 - 17

 

.chittlehockewww
905-939-7962

Please phone Len/Janine

$200.00  HST INCLUDED
Ages  6 -  9       
Ages 10 - 14       9 am - 

AUGUST   

 

.comyhocke
9-7962

 e Len/Janine

   INCLUDED
1 am - 1 pm 1

1 am1          9 am - 
T 20 - 24

Aurora Jays’ Ted Beadle
struck out during last
week’s game against New
Lowell and apparently did
not like the umpire’s call.

Auroran photo 
by Kevin Michie

By Kevin Michie

The Aurora Jays are
headed to the North
Dufferin Baseball
League playoffs.

The Jays lost an
extremely tight 1-0
game to the league-lead-
ing New Lowell Knights
last Tuesday, however, a
Midland Indians loss
last week secured the
Jays a playoff  spot.

The goal now, howev-
er, is to crawl up the
standings into a posi-
tion where the club can
secure home field
advantage in at least
the first round of  the
playoffs.

The only run of  last
Tuesday’s game came in
the top of  the fifth
inning, when a ques-
tionable non-call at first
base on a bang-bang
play loaded the bases,
which led Ian Rettie to
walk the next batter,
allowing a run to cross
the plate.

It was the only r un
needed.

“It was a good base-
ball game,” said Jays
coach Rob Wilson.
“They scratched one
across, we didn’t. Yeah
it was a big call at first,
but you know what?
That’s baseball!

“I don’t think any-
body is blaming an
umpire for this one.
Both teams hit the ball
hard and both teams

were fielding the ball
well. We had [some]
chances to cash [Jays
runners] and just could-
n’t do it.”

The only unanswered
question for th e Jays
now is where they will
finish and if  they will
have home field advan-
tage in the first round.

The Jays had six days
off  before their next
game against the three-
time defending North
Dufferin Baseball
League champion
Bolton Brewers, which
was slated to go Monday
night at press time.

The game was expect-
ed to be one of  the
biggest of  the year for
the Jays, as the Brew
Crew has shown quite a
bit of  dominance over
the Jays in the past cou-
ple of  years, including a
win earlier this season.

“They are a hot team,
they’ve had our number
lately, but we’re going
to get pumped up, no
doubt,” said Wilson. “I
think of  if  play the
same game as we did
tonight, against Bolton,
I think we’ll come out
on top.”

The Jays will follow
up the Bolton matchup
with a game Tuesday,
against the Creemore
Braves, another team
hovering around the  top
of  the standings.

Following a game in
Angus against the

Black Sox on Thursday,
the Jays will end their
regular season with
another home date, this
time against the
Clearview Orioles,
another ball club bat-
tling for a top spot in
the league.

The final four games
will decide where the
Jays finish in the stand-
ings and if  they get
home field advantage in
the first round.

Heading into action
on Monday night, the
Jays were four games
behind New Lowell for
first place, and a game
behind Clearview for
fourth spot – and home
field advantage.

Even though the
schedule is less than
preferable down the
stretch, Wilson is still
happy with how this
season is concluding for
the ball club.

“It’s shaping up to be
a big last week, and
frankly, playing Bolton,
Creemore, and
Clearview [is] a great
way to tune up for the
playoffs because ever y
game matters now,” he
said. “It’s a great meas-
uring stick for us.”

First pitch for
Tuesday’s game against
Creemore is scheduled
for 7.30 p.m. at Lambert
Willson Park.
Saturday’s game is set
to get underway at 1
p.m. again at LWP.

Jays lose heartbreaker

Lifeguards make waves to save lives
Two local lifeguards will be 

diving into the pool to save lives,
beginning this week’s National
Drowning Prevention Week.

But this time, they will not be
diving in to drag someone out who
is experiencing an emergency, they
will be getting their feet wet as
part of  the Lifesaving Society’s 500
Metre Swim for 500 Lives cam-
paign.

Oliver Koh will be taking to the
pool at the Aurora Family Leisure
Complex and Greg Peri will be
handling things at the Stronach
Aurora Recreation Complex.

“Almost 500 people drown in
Canada each year, and thousands
suffer near-drowning experi-
ences,” said the Lifesaving Society
in a statement. “This event is dedi-
cated to the many Canadians who
lose their lives due to drowning
each year.”

Adds Kelly Manoukas, Fund
Developer for the Society:
“Ontario’s aquatic staff  is being
proactive by educating their com-
munities and raising funds for the
Society’s Water Smart Drowning
Prevention Campaign that sup-
ports educational programs and

local communities.”
National Drowning Prevention

Week kicked off  on Saturday and
continues through this Sunday. In
advance of  the week, the
Lifesaving Society passed along
these tips:

1.       If  you are not within arm’s
reach you have gone too far.
Parents, be your child’s lifeguard!

2.       Choose it. Use it. Wear a
lifejacket or PFD. Always put a life-
jacket on your child!

3.       Be Water Smart – Everyone
should learn how to swim. Enroll
your child today!

level to discourage even
entertaining the idea of
including those structures
during the re-construction of
Leslie Street and St John's
Sideroad.

The underpasses are key
to making traffic-free, safe
commuter traffic possible.
They are key to getting

Aurorans from one side of
those widened four lane
Regional roads to the other,
on foot or on bicycle, in green,
off-road corridoprs.

The Region of  York's cost
estimates are deceptive. The
estimates are designed to
dupe Aurorans. 

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora

Page 19THE AURORAN, Tuesday, July 31, 2012
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HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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Financial Security Advisor 
Jeffrey Sleep

Financial freedom is still 
achieveable even in today’s 

economic environment. 

Office: 416-291-0451  ext. 262 
jeff.sleep@freedom55financial.com

      

Carrier of the Month

Market, making pitches to
potential customers at her
family's booth, Captain
Ted's Knick-Knack-a-Tory,
where she makes wooden
puzzles, bird houses, and
even aprons and doggie
bandanas.

"I love it there," she
says.

Although after Grade 8
there seems to be some
debate within her family
on where she will attend
high school - Dr. G.W.
Williams and Aurora
High School are currently
neck and neck - her post-
secondary goals are clear.

"I want to become a
human body scientist,"
says Kalea. "I want every-
one to live forever and I
can't imagine anyone in
my family getting sick
and stuff. If  I can cure it,
It would be nice not to
have any worries or any-
thing. It is not a job I want
to do, but more like a

chore that has to get
done!"

To fulfil this chore, of
course, she will need to
have money and deliver-
ing The Auroran to your
door is just one of  the
many ways she plans on
saving money - and deliv-
ering The Auroran doesn't
just increase her cash
flow. Kalea says there is
an added bonus.

"It's fun and it is just
going for a walk around
the block," she says,
encouraging other people
to sign up. "By the time
you do it, it is worth it
because you walk around
the block anyway. Why
not grab some papers and
go out and get fresh air?"

Kalea's routes include
Baywell Crescent, Stiles
Avenue, Bridgenorth
Drive, Dovercourt Lane,
Watkins Glen Crescent,
Earl Stewart Drive, and
Hollandview Trail.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,
Kalea!

From page 12

From page 6

Curb Appeal
S e v e r a l

times a
week my
h u s b a n d
and I try to
get out for a
long walk in
our neigh-
bourhood to
spend some
time togeth-
er and give
both our-
selves and
our dog
some much
needed exercise.

Initially the conversa-
tion during our walks
focuses on the kids, the
house and what we’re
planning for the weeks
ahead.  After a good purge
of  all that is on our minds,
we begin to take stock of
what’s going on around us
and enjoy the sights and
sounds of  our community.  

Inevitably, the discus-
sion turns to our respec-
tive businesses and our
attention turns to the
houses and properties
that line our local streets.  

We live in a beautiful
neighbourhood filled with
home owners who take
great care of  houses
framed by lush multi-
coloured gardens, a
canopy of  mature trees
and well-manicured
lawns.  Gathering inspira-
tion from the creativity of
those around me, I find
myself  observing the
choices people make for
the exteriors of  their
homes.  Doing what I do
for a living, it’s difficult
not to consider how others
dress their homes and as
with interiors spaces, it
seems that homeowners
frequently struggle with
exterior colour selection.  

For many, colour is a
baffling concept simply
because there seems to be
an endless number of
choices available.  Used
properly, colour can be tai-
lored to blend with the
other finishes of  your
home resulting in a subtle
and homogenous colour
scheme while highlight-
ing and setting off  the
enduring elements you
might want to make the
most of.

Given the number of
paint colours options, how
do you create a colour
scheme that will make the
most of  the face your
home?  Well, since many
aren’t willing to change
the largest and most per-
manent element of  the
house, the brick or stone
finish provides an easy
and natural jumping off
point for any colour
palette.  

I am a firm believer
that one should highlight
the major features of  your
home and not be con-
cerned about drawing
attention to its lesser ele-
ments.  For example, focus
on highlighting and work-
ing with the brick and not
the mortar on your home.
Similarly, the interlock
and edging stone you
select for your patio and
garden should firstly
work with the brick
colour.  

Stand back and take a
really good look at your

h o u s e .
There is
likely a pri-
mary colour
c o u p l e d
with a sec-
ondary, less-
er colour in
the brick
f a c a d e .
C o n s i d e r
matching as
best possi-
ble the paint
colour for
your garage

door and front door to the
lesser of  these hues.  If
your brick is a one-dimen-
sional solid colour, look to
a keystone over the garage
door or the cornerstone
detail to select the colours
for your exterior doors,
windows, eaves, posts, and
shutters.  

Don’t be afraid to use a
darker colour for your
front door than for the
garage, it will add interest
and provide a focal point
for your property.  

If  your home is of  the
siding variety, your
palette is wide open, but
you may need to start by
basing your selections on
the shingle colour.   A
good rule of  thumb is if
you want to draw atten-
tion to it, make the colour
different from everything
around it.  If  you want an
element to blend away,
make it the same or a tone
lighter (or darker) than
the surrounding colours.

The good news is that
the number of  colour
options available for new
shingles, soffits, facia and
eaves are not extensive, so
perhaps by a process of
elimination the manufac-
turers of  these products
are helping keep the
colour selections simple.
It’s always prudent when
selecting these elements
(or when repainting the
materials that can be
painted) that you stick to
more neutral colours like
almond, grey, black,
brown, beige or white so
that you can easily make
changes to the other exte-
rior paint colours without
complicating matters.     

My feeling is that mis-
takes are made on exteri-
or colour selection
because many think that
given the abundance of
light any colour will work.
It is simply not the case.
While the availability of
light definitely comes into
play and allows you to
make deeper and more
saturated colour selec-
tions, it does not mean
that you should put just
any colour on your home.
An appealing exterior
colour scheme that high-
lights your home’s domi-
nant features will provide
broad curb appeal and can
help you hone in on your
home’s individual charm.

Janice Clements is a
Certified Interior
Decorator, President of
Clements Interiors and
a member of  CDECA.
Visit her on the web at
www.clementsinteriors.c
om, or follow her blog at
http://www.40somethin-
g a n d c o u n t i n g .
blogspot.com.        





Janice Clements

Underpasses are key

Laura Brown of
Park Place Manor
put out some
healthy snacks
last week at the
Cooking for a
Cause BBQ held
at Newmarket’s
Seniors’ Meeting
Place. The event
was in support of
the Canadian
D i a b e t e s
Association and
included staff
representation
from many area
r e t i r e m e n t  
residences.

Auroran photo by
David Falconer

Realty Specialists Inc. Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

416-233-9000 

Maria Ongaro

www.mariaongaro.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Your country home in a
tranquil setting!

Approximately 2 acres of mature,
manicured property in the

Kingscross Area.
Call me now, $998,000.

Here’s your opportunity...
...to own a charming home in a fantas-
tic, sought out neighbourhood of King 

City! Ideal location, $679,000.
Seize the opportunity!

Attention all builders!
Build your dream home in Kingscross 

Estates. Approximately 2 acres, of
mature trees, picturesque views and

potential. $1.2mil.
Call me for more details.

By Brea Bartholet

It was a rough start 
to the Aurora Jays’ 
playoff  weekend, with 
rain delays forcing all 
games to be postponed 
until Friday evening.

For the first time in 
12 years, the York Sim-
coe Baseball Associa-
tion Championships 
have been rained out 
– halting the Jays’ par-
ticipation in the AA 
tournament in Burl-
ington last weekend. 
Head Coach, Ken Lane, 
said that pulling out of  
the AA tournament, 
“really hurt us.”

But the Jays’ focus 
hasn’t been altered – 
the team will attend 
practices throughout 
this week.

Now that the sum-
mer months are com-
ing to an end, all 12 
players are expected 
to attend practice and 
the potential exhibi-
tion game – something 
that hasn’t happened 
since mid-July.

The gloomy skies and 
damp conditions, how-
ever, not only raised 
concern about game 
delay – it also had 
Lane, along with Sta-
tistics Manager Jeff  
Justice, focused on the 
Jays’ pitching lineup. 
The team is scheduled 
to play in a CNE tour-
nament this Monday, 
following the YSBA 
Championships. 

The problem?
“Pitchers are not al-

lowed to throw three 
days in a row,” said 
Lane. “They are lim-
ited to 80 pitches a 
game. If  we hold them 
to 55 or less, they can 
throw 80 the next day – 
but never three days in 
a row.”

If  in fact the Jays 
make it to the final 
playoff  game on Sun-

Rain nixes Baseball championships for the first time

Aurora Jays’ Ian Rettie was the starting pitcher in a recent game against New Lowell. 
The team’s playoff games were cancelled due to rain last week and over the week-
end, but are expected to resume this week.

Auroran photo by Kevin Michie“The delay will 
certainly not 

affect the team’s 
focus, but we do 
need to get the 

boys on the field 
and prepared 

before this 
weekend,” said 
Lane. “We are 

rushing to put a 
practice plan 
together and 

maybe even an 
exhibition game 

on Tuesday night.”

-Coach Ken Lane

day, they will be forced 
to use a different pitch-
er for the CNE tourna-
ment the next day.

Fortunately, the 
team is made up of  12 
talented players, all of  
whom are able to pitch 
for a game. That being 
a unique trait, Lane 
and Justice know the 
boys will be more than 
prepared to play their 
best.

The Jays have are 
already proven their 
worth, winning two 
league tournaments 
this season, and mak-
ing it to the semi-final 
in their latest one. They 

showed their strength 
and team work at the 
Kincardine Tourna-
ment at the end of  May, 
sweeping all teams and 
leaving with the win.

Shortly after, the 
team traveled to 
Oakville on the July 
13-15 weekend with 
the determination to 
win once again – and 
they didn’t disappoint. 
Their solid plays all 
weekend brought 
them to the final game 
against Brampton, giv-
ing the Jays yet anoth-
er tournament win.

Their latest tourna-
ment in Bolton brought 
along the toughest 
competition for the 
team thus far. Hoping 
to take a third tourna-
ment win, the Jays fell 
just short, only making 
it to the semi-finals.

A strong season has 
set the Jays up with a 
positive outlook – all 
players have shown 
great sportsmanship, 
and put in a lot of  hard 
work to get where they 
are now.

Lane said he has 
high expectations for 
the Jays this weekend. 
They will be playing 
their first set of  games 
at Veronna Park (near 
Weston and Major 
Mackenzie) on Friday, 
followed by all other 
games on Saturday 
and Sunday at Concord 
Park (near Dufferin 
and Hwy 407).
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MEN
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31)

• Body Waxing
• Spa Manicure & Pedicure

• Nails Art Designs
• Men’s Waxing

– Bio - gel
– U.V. gel

– Powder gel
– Acrylic

FREE
Personal

Kit

Happy Hours
10% OFF

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish

Manicure
& Spa

Pedicure
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this
ad only

Sun. Closed
18A Wellington St. E.

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7 Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.
A practitioner of Collaborative Family
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023
e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

• 1/2 hour free consultation
• accepts LegalAid

JULY 17 - 4 DAYS
JULY 28 - 4 SATURDAYS

905-726-4132

Sending yourteentous
for4daysthissummer
couldsavetheir life.

Masonary  Ι  Brick Repair
Interlock Concrete Driveway

Stairs Ι Patios
All Sealing

Waterproofing

416-571-7510
primetimerob@live.ca

EXTERIOR

PRIME TIME

walrickdisposal.ca

Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Call 1-877-782-5865 and speak to one of
our Service Reps to arrange a day and time for
delivery.

2. On the day of service one of our Drivers will
come and deliver the Mini-Bin.

3. Once you have filled the Mini-Bin, call and
our Driver will come back to pick it up and
take it away.

It’s That Simple!
For pricing in your area please call

1.877.782.JUNK

Mini-Bin Services
Are Ideal For:

can think of...

materials in our Mini-Bins: tires,
chemicals, solvents, oils and
hazardous waste. If you are
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for
delivery and pick-up:

Monday to Saturday:
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a
friendly and professional service
by both our Service Reps and
Drivers.

5865

We accept Visa & Master Card

w
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Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3
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come and deliver the Mini-Bin.
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alrickdisposal.ca
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chemicals, solvents, oils and
hazardous waste. If you are
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for
delivery and pick-up:

day:Monday to Satur
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a
friendly and professional service
by both our Service Reps and
Drivers.

Students from Aurora’s “Art Club”accept their “People’s Choice” citation fromMayor Geoffrey Dawe at Council last Tuesday. The budding artists took top honours in the
“Art in the Park” competition which saw over 20 schools and community groups paint picnic tables which will decorate local parks through the summer. On either side
of the group are details of their winning table, entitled “Under the Sea.” Auroran photos by Diane Buchanan (centre) and BrockWeir

Young artists celebrate “under the sea”
By BrockWeir

It may be better where
it is wetter, according to
one famous Disney crus-
tacean, but land loving
Aurora artists rode the
Under the Sea theme to
victory last week in the
2012 Art in the Park com-
petition.
Aurora's "Art Club"

won top honours in the
competition, being award-
ed the "People's Choice
Award" in the competition
which saw the club face
off against over 20 com-
petitors from various

schools and community
groups decorating picnic
tables which will be
placed in select Town
parks this week.
Over 130 votes in total

were cast online and in
person at Town Hall.
"The vision was to

engage a range of youth
in an artistic way, provid-
ing benefits to the artists
and the neighbourhood by
painting picnic tables,"
said Nichole Campsall,
acting Youth and
Community Coordinator
for the Town of Aurora.
"In its second year, we

were thrilled to have the
participation of 20 youth
and community organiza-
tions and schools. With
the help of the Town's
Parks Supervisor, Sarah
Tiencamp, and Parks
Staff, five boards that
make up one picnic table
were sanded, primed, and
delivered to the various
groups. Each group care-
fully worked together to
come up with a theme and
then got busy with their
brushes, bringing it to
life."
Tables were finished

off by the Parks

Department with a spe-
cial varnish and were on
display outside of Town
Hall last week, and the
week previous. Now that
all participants received
their due at a special cere-
mony during last week's
Council meeting, the
tables will now be distrib-
uted throughout Ada
Johnson Park, Lambert
Willson Park, Fleury
Park, and Sheppard's
Bush.
Winners received a gift

card to Michael's Arts and
Crafts Store.
Other participants and

Kerry’s Place celebrates 25 years in Town
By BrockWeir

Kerry's Place has been a
lifeline for people affected
by Autism for nearly 40
years - now the Aurora-
based branch of the
Autism Services network
is marking its silver
anniversary.
It has been 25 years

since Kerry's Place Autism
Services took up residence
in their Berczy Street loca-
tion and this milestone
will be celebrated at their
Fifth Annual Kerry's Place
Autism Services
Appreciation Day this
Saturday at Town Park.
Billed as a day to

express appreciation for
staff, volunteers, and
clients of the wide-reach-
ing service, the event will
be part of a special event
day in conjunction with
the Aurora Farmers'
Market, Art in the Park,
and the Optimist Club of
Aurora.

Featuring not just a bar-
becue lunch, live enter-
tainment, games, and kids
activities, the event, which
runs from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
will also provide an oppor-
tunity to recognize volun-
teers who have given five,
10, 15, 20, 25, and 30 years of
their time to the organiza-
tion.
"This is a day that

Kerry's Place uses to
acknowledge and appreci-
ate all the support and gen-
erosity of our donors and
volunteers," said Kerry's
Place's Cheryl Boston. "It
is the opportunity to recog-
nize long-standing employ-
ees.
"Currently we have 271

registered people that will
be in attendance. That is a
mixture of a lot of our sup-
ported individuals who
reside in the Kerry's Place
residences, as well as sup-
ported families."
Nearly 110 staff mem-

bers will be recognized

their entries included the
Aurora Ducks Swim Club
with "Swim for the Gold",
ESC Renaissance with
"Fairy Tale", Foundations
Private School with "FPS
Grads 2012", Holy Spirit
Catholic School with
"Share our Spirit, Share
our Table", self titled
works from the Pots & Pins
Afterschool Program, the
Aurora Farmers' Market,
the Special Olympics
Ducks Swimmers, and
Katimavik, the Windfall
Ecology Centre with "Our
Happy Place" and nine
entries from Dr. G.W.

with certificates marking
five years of service. 17
will be saluted for a full
decade, three for 15 years,
three for 20, two for 25, and
two for 30 years.
Kerry's Place was

founded in 1974 in
Clarksburg, ON for local
families with autism and it
has since expanded to sup-
port over 6,000 people and
their families living with
what is described as "the
full spectrum of Autism."
Primarily focused in
southern Ontario with
branch locations in
Toronto, Hastings,
Dufferin, Durham, and
shared services between
the Regions of York and
Simcoe and the Regions of
Peel and Hamilton, they
provide community out-
reach and support for peo-
ple living at home.
In addition to face

painting, bouncy castles,
and, of course, the ongoing
events of the Aurora
Farmer's Market and
Artisan Fair, the Fifth
Annual Kerry's Place
Appreciation Day will get
underway at 9 a.m. with a
musical performance by
"ZiNGALO", featuring
Dave Renton, Jas Carvin,
Pat Scott, and Ted Hill.
Additional musical per-
formers include "Mad Dog
& Pup" (Paul Jones and
Steve Davey), Patty
McLaughlin, Up Juggling
(which will also provide
wandering juggling
demonstrations and les-
sons throughout Town
Park), and "The Other
Guy" (a.k.a. Pat Mete).
The Optimist Club of

Aurora will be hosting a
free barbeque for guests.
Staff and volunteers

will receive their recogni-

tion in a ceremony begin-
ning at approximately 1
p.m.
For more information

on this event, visit
www.kerrysplaceautismse
rvices.org or contact Ms.
Boston at 905-841-6611
x.328 or Cheryl.boston@
kerrysplace.org.

Williams Secondary
School: "Canadian
Tradition", "Candy Land",
"Creatures, Inc.", "Lunch
at the Park", "Mermaids
under the Sea", "Mural
Madness", "Rainy Day",
"Under the Sea", and
"Super Mario Spoof."
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130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

Hydro Fund options subject 
to “education campaign”

By Brock Weir

Whether you want to
spend it or perhaps even
re-invest it back into the
Town funds, an "educa-
tion" campaign is due to
hit Aurora streets on all
the possibilities for the $33
million in Aurora's hydro
fund.

Councillors made the
decision to go forward
with an education cam-
paign last week, despite a
recommendation from
Town staff  to spend up to
$35,000 on a consultant - or
"neutral third party" - to
canvass the residents at
Town events, facilities and
through other means to
gauge their opinion on the
fate of  the money and
"analyse the results of  a
community survey to
determine resident priori-
ties for the Hydro funds."

The money in the fund
comes from the sale of
Aurora Hydro back in
2006. The revenue from
that deal was put into an
account and interest has
accrued to its current bal-
ance. The Council of  the
day, however, placed strin-
gent rules on just how the
money could be spend and
how Councillors could
approve the disbursement. 

Councillor Michael

Thompson made the first
move to scrap the third
party consultant idea.

"What are we going to
do differently this time so
that the same results
aren't repeated?" he asked
of  Town staff  referring to
a 2005 study on the sale of
Aurora Hydro. "I don't
want to repeat the same
thing that has been done
in the past."

While Councillors were
largely in favour of  scrap-
ping the plan for a third
party consultant, others
were less convinced that
an "education" campaign
in the community without
a clear idea on what this
"education" would entail.

"We have to put some-
thing out there for the
community to react to,"
said Councillor Evelyn
Buck, noting changes
were also suggested on the
procedures surrounding
how Council can spend
the money. "How can it be
right if  you're not setting
out ramifications of  how
you're going to do that?
There's no substance to
it."

This view was shared
by other Councillors
around the table, includ-
ing Councillor Sandra
Humfyres who said that
public "brainstorming" is

a great idea, but such dia-
logue needs to have struc-
ture. There needs to be a
clear guideline estab-
lished, she said, before
going forward with taking
these ideas to the public
which outlines what
Council believes are the
projects on the table,
issues identified as poten-
tial future concerns fac-
ing the Town from
Aurora's finance depart-
ment, and other priori-
ties.

"[$33 million] is a lot of
zeroes to take in," agreed
Aurora CAO Neil Garbe.
"You may be saying,
'Should we look at options
for renewing infrastruc-
ture, building recreation
facilities, cultural facili-
ties,' and we might put
these large, broad cate-
gories out there and then
generate ideas more like a
brainstorming exercise
with the whole communi-
ty - no wrong answers,
just trying to prompt
some thoughts."

However this "educa-
tion" plan turns out after
some further considera-
tion over these last weeks
of  summer by Town staff,
Councillor Chris Ballard
said it is important not
just to manage the mes-
sage but also the expecta-

The Carpet Frogs played to an audience of over 1,500 on a perfect evening last
Wednesday – and concert –goers were even able to enjoy a cool breeze along with
the music. Having played as a back-up band for Burton Cummings and Randy
Bachman, this band played the great hits of the Guess Who including American
Woman, These Eyes, No Time, and even threw in a few Beatles tunes. This concert,
sponsored by Home Hardware, will be followed this Wednesday at the Town Park
band shell by the Bob Marley Tribute Band, sponsored by Crabby Joe’s. Showtime
is 7 p.m.     Auroran photo by David Falconer

tions of  residents.
"We have already let

things get too far ahead of
us," said Councillor
Ballard. "I think in the
public's eye we have set
expectations that we're
about to open up the cook-
ie jar and everyone who
has a special project - and I
suspect the rest of  you
have received phone calls -
have been lobbying on how
the [money] could be spent
on their special project.

"I'm glad to see we're
not going forward with a
$35,000 consultation [but]
we need to take a few steps
back and make sure we're
managing the expecta-
tions of  the public that
we're not about to open the
tap and spend $33 million

on a variety of  different
projects. We have a signif-
icant infrastructure
deficit that our treasurer
reminds us of  at every
opportunity and I would
be very concerned if  the
public gets it in its mind
that we make it look as
though we're going to be
building of  a lot of  special
projects with this money

"Whenever you ask the
public what they want,
are you prepared to do it?
I'm suspecting the people
of  Aurora, when they are
educated and informed
and making input like
that will give us some
very good feedback, but
we as a Council need to be
prepared to act on what
we hear."

Resident collects sports gear 
for Aboriginal kids

By Brock Weir

The season may have
come and gone, but if
you're tackling your
spring cleaning a little bit
late this year, spare a
moment for your unused,
disused, or underused
sports and leisure equip-
ment. 

You don't have to put
them in a yard sale or send
them off  to the Salvation
Army or Goodwill - one
local teen has teamed up
with a new real estate
company in the area to
ensure that all these items
will end up with a good
home in northern Ontario.

Donations of  new and
used sporting equipment -
anything from high end
hockey and broomball
equipment to the humble
Frisbee - are being accept-
ed at Upper Hill Real
Estate at 78 Wellington
Street East.

The collection is the
brainchild of  Brooke
Harrison, a recent gradu-
ate of  Aurora High School
who has an impressive
track record of  philan-
thropy across the
province, having been
recently named one of
Canada's Top 20 Under 20.

The initiative is a
renewal and expansion of
her earlier work with
Aboriginal communities
in northern Ontario,
which was inspired by a
talk given by Mark L.
Macdonald, National
Indigenous Bishop for the
Anglican Church of
Canada, who spoke at

Aurora's Trinity Anglican
Church. He told the con-
gregation that if  all of
Canada's Aboriginal peo-
ples formed their own
country it would be one of
the poorest nations on
earth. That message
struck a chord with her,
and helping Aboriginal
communities has been a
key force in her life. 

Her family decided last
year a good way to help
these communities was by
sending backpacks filled
with school supplies and
toys to these northern
communities. They even-
tually became involved
with the North South

Partnership for Children
on the advice of  former
Ontario Lieutenant-
Governor James
Bartleman, and focused
their efforts on four
Aboriginal communities. 

Their home was soon
packed to the gills with
toys, equipment, and
other goodies for these
northern communities, so
they might be breathing
more than just a sigh of
relief  that Mirella Greco
of  Upper Hill has offered
to use their business as a
drop off  location this time
around for the sports
equipment.

Continued on page 11

Few hobbies can be as 
enjoyable one moment 
and as frustrating the 
next as golf. 

Golfers know a great 
putt can be quickly fol-
lowed by a bad tee shot, 
and maintaining their 
composure through the 
highs and lows of  the 
game is a key to success 
on the links.

Maintaining that com-
posure isn't always easy, 
even for the profession-
als. 

It's even more difficult 
for beginners, who quick-
ly learn the game of  golf  
involves more than just 
spending sunny weekend 
afternoons on pristine 
golf  courses. In fact, golf  
can be quite demanding, 
and beginners would be 
wise to heed a few tips be-
fore hitting the course.

Don't commit to an ex-
pensive set of  clubs right 
off  the bat. Golf  clubs 
can be very expensive, so 
beginners should buy an 
affordable second-hand 
set of  clubs so they can 
get the hang of  what they 
like before spending a lot 
of  money. Visit a pro shop 
and explain that you are 
just a beginner. The shop 
will likely make some 
valuable suggestions 
and might even let you 
try out a pair of  clubs. In 
addition, many driving 
ranges allow customers 
to rent clubs, and this can 
be a great and inexpen-
sive way to find the right 
clubs for you.

Take lessons. Even the 
very best at self-teaching 
might find it extremely 
difficult to become a self-
taught golfer. When first 
trying your hand at golf, 
take some lessons and 
don't expect to be playing 
18 holes any time soon. 
Before hitting the course, 
where you might be dis-
couraged and you might 
frustrate those golfing 
behind you, learn the 
fundamentals by taking a 
few lessons at the driving 
range. Learn from a pro-

Tips for golfing newcomers
fessional, who won't offer 
you any hidden secrets to 
golfing glory (there aren't 
any) but will offer sound 
advice on the game's fun-
damentals.

Take the game home 
with you. Beginners can 
even take advantage of  
golf's vast popularity by 
taking the game home 
with them. This doesn't 
mean building a putting 
green in your backyard. 
Rather, purchase some 
instructional DVDs to 
learn the game during 
your down time through-
out the week. Many golf-
ers don't have time to hit 
the links during the week, 
but they do have time to 
watch some DVDs when 
they get home from work. 
Such instructional DVDs 
can help you master your 
grip and stance, which 

you can then take with 
you to the course over the 
weekend.

Have fun. Golf  is a fun 
game; it just takes time to 
hone your skills. But even 
if  you aren't ready for the 
professional tour after 
your first few rounds, 
you can still have fun. 
Don't let some beginner's 
frustration – which every 
golfer experiences – ruin 
the fun of  the game. Take 
note of  your surround-
ings when you hit the 
links, and appreciate the 
time you're spending with 
your group. If  the game 
becomes more a source 
of  frustration than fun, 
then take a break and 
put in some more work 
away from the course, be 
it at the driving range or 
studying at home. 

Highland
The Experience You Deserve

Automotive Professionals

*Limit of one (1) BAUER 2100 HELMET COMBO-JR per child. Helmet offer valid for children born in 2007, registered with a Canadian Minor 
Hockey Association. Proof of age and minor hockey registration of child required. Offer available from August 10, 2012 to November 30, 
2012. 

1-866-980-8037

15733 YONGE ST., 
AURORA AUTO 

CAMPUS

www.highlandgm.com   •  blog:drivehighland.com

By Brea Bartholet

It was another easy win for Aurora resident Mary Ann Hayward at the 35th 
annual Investors Group Ontario Senior Women’s Amateur Championship 
on Thursday, August 2.

The 52-year-old Ontario Golf  Hall of  Fame member rose to the top above 
some of  the best amateur golfers over the age of  50 in Ontario, with a three-
stroke victory – adding one more senior title to her list of  accomplishments.

Hayward has only been a contender in the senior division for three years, 
but has certainly made herself  known in the golfing community. She was 
able to blow her competition away at Twenty Valley Golf  and Country Club, 
standing firm at the top of  the leaderboard by the end of  the Championship.

Hayward started the Championship off  with a two under-par at 71 in the 
first round and remained steady in her efforts to maintain top spot. 

But Hayward wasn’t the only Aurora resident in the standings.
Jo Ann Bush played a solid game, tying Betty Divok for the twelfth spot. 

Bush played consistently throughout the Championship, joining her fellow 
Auroran Hayward in the top twenty players.

Hayward must now prepare to defend her 2011 Senior Women’s Amateur 
title. She will travel to Belvedere Golf  and Country Club in Charlottetown, 
PEI from August 21-23 for the Canadian Senior Ladies’ Tournament.

Two of  Aurora’s very own, Hayward and Bush, made their mark at the 
Investors Group Ontario Senior Women’s Amateur Championship – a proud 
showcase of  some of  the Town’s finest talent.

Another championship for Mary Ann Hayward
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walrickdisposal.ca

Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Call 1-877-782-5865 and speak to one of 
our Service Reps to arrange a day and time for 
delivery.

2. On the day of service one of our Drivers will 
come and deliver the Mini-Bin.

3. Once you have filled the Mini-Bin, call and 
our Driver will come back to pick it up and 
take it away.

It’s That Simple!
For pricing in your area please call

1.877.782.JUNK

Mini-Bin Services 
Are Ideal For:

can think of...

materials in our Mini-Bins: tires, 
chemicals, solvents, oils and 
hazardous waste. If you are 
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for 
delivery and pick-up:

Monday to Saturday:
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a 
friendly and professional service 
by both our Service Reps and 
Drivers.

5865

We accept Visa & Master Card
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COUNTRY LIVING MINUTES FROM THE CITY 

Virtual Tour - http://tours.360housetours.com/public/vtour/display/60422?a=1

Call Karin Rossi 
for a viewing 
(416) 518-0648 or 
(705) 424-7748
KarinRossi@look.ca

Incentive 
Realty Inc., 
Brokerage 

Independently Owned & Operated

$769,000

Custom built 2 story architecturally designed home, centrally located, 10 minutes from Barrie and Hwy 400, 40
minutes north of Toronto. Minutes from schools, shopping, dining and entertainment. This exquisite Essa town-
ship home on 6.9 acres, boasts the lowest taxes in the region. Amenities include: 5500 square feet of finished
living space, open concept, with full finished basement, oversized vinyl clad windows, maple hardwood floors,
silent flooring system, travertine tile, central air, central vac, ultra violet disinfection water softener system, cus-
tom kitchen with island, breakfast bar and granite throughout. Additional features: 4+2 bedrooms, 4 full bath-
rooms, hot tub, 4 ft deep salt water sport pool, huge wrap around deck, in ground sprinkler system, pet contain-
ment invisible fence, oversized triple car garage, balcony off master bedroom, master ensuite laundry chute,
double sided fireplace, cathedral ceilings, sunken family room, oversized mudroom, main floor laundry, main
floor office, stereo sound throughout home, outdoor flagstone fire pit, separate entrance to base-
ment, ample storage and a view from every window of wildlife in your back yard.

All this for only:
$769,000

Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.

ASK US 
ABOUT THE HST

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

 

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Providerpertaining to colour.

"If  we go with this, is it
true to say that when we go
out to tender, depending on
which manufacturer we go
with, there is a good proba-
bility we will get different
colours of  green?" asked
Councillor John Gallo. "Is
that a fair statement?"

The short answer from
Mr. Simanovskis was yes.

"I don't know how
noticeable those differ-
ences will be," he said.
"They do change the
colours from manufacturer
to manufacturer so they
would be different, but I
don't know if  you would be
able to notice it. [In our sur-
vey] General Motors identi-
fied a charge of  $200 for
vans and passenger vehi-
cles based on a green
colour and that was due to
the way they manufactured
their lots, so it would be to
factor them into produc-
tion, whereas Ford didn't
have a charge. 

"We have a [Ford] out to
tender, so in the current
proposal they will not have
additional charges so it
depends on the manufac-
turer"

Three new green trucks

will soon be noticeable in
the Town's fleet in a deal
which is likely to be ten-
dered at next month's
Council meeting.

"The preferred vendor
was contacted to deter-
mine any impacts to the
cost or delivery of  chang-
ing from white to green
and verified that there
would be no impact based
on this change," said Mr.
Simanovskis in his report.

This was, said
Councillor Buck, in line
with her own research.

"With the three suppli-
ers I contacted, there was
no impact for anything,"
she said. "The green that
we're talking about is a
generic green. If  you ask
for a fancy green, you'll
likely add an additional
cost. We're not asking for a
fancy green. We're asking
for a commercial green

which was the traditional
colour of  parks vehicles
ever since we had a parks
department."

From page 9

First green trucks expected soon

Local real estate agent Farid Ameryoun got more than he bargained for when he
picked up the hat, shown above, at a antiques store in Virginia this summer.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

There must have been some magic 
in the old felt hat he found

By Brock Weir

Some might go home
disappointed if  your
eagerly anticipated flight
to Las Vegas got cancelled
due to plane trouble -
especially if  you were
hoping to strike it rich at
the poker tables.

This may have been
going through the mind
of  Aurora real estate
agent Farid Ameryoun,
when after waiting for a
continually delayed flight
to Sin City to cash in his
Aeroplan miles, he got
frustrated and decided to
go to Washington D.C.
instead.

Little did he realise it
was the first time Lady
Luck was on his side. As
soon as he changed his
destination, his original
flight was cancelled but
he was on his way.

Mr. Ameryoun is a rep-
resentative for York
National Realty, which is
now housed in the his-
toric Hartman's Corners
School House on
Wellington Street near
Berczy, which was
painstakingly restored by
his brother Farsheed. 

While he wanted to do
a bit of  gabling, given his
love of  history and his-
toric curios, a weekend of
site seeing and souvenir
hunting in the
Washington area seemed
the next best thing - and
he would be able to work
in a last-minute Iron
Maiden concert to boot! 

"I got on the smallest
plane you can imagine, it
was like a bus with
wings," Mr. Ameryoun
said of  his trip. "I came
out [on  the other side]
and there was a huge elec-
trical storm and there

was no power in Virginia.
Before I came back to
Canada on Sunday, I
decided I was going to go
shopping for antiques."

There was really noth-
ing else to do, he said,
aside from a quick visit to
a shooting range, which
was populated by grand-
mothers packing heat,
and taking a few scenic
snaps, so it was off  to his-
toric Leesburg, Virginia,
to take in the antiques
scene. There, he hap-
pened upon a large
Victorian house and here
is where Lady Luck
rejoined the trip. 

"This Victorian house
was filled," he said. "You
could not walk around
without knocking some-
thing over and it was
filled with every odd item
you can imagine. I went
from room to room and
towards the end I saw this
hat sitting on box. It was
an interesting looking
hat. I picked it up and it
was in very good condi-
tion, but tried it on and it
didn't quite fit."

As he was about to
walk away from the eye-
catching vintage head-
wear, a young woman
approached him in the
store and insisted he buy
the hat, so he produced
$30 for both the hat and
the box and headed to the
airport.

"There's something
amongst all these thou-
sands of  items that I was
just drawn to the hat to
begin with," he said. "I
like anything antique, but
especially a gentleman's
hat from that time period.
I have similar hat of
orange leather and it was
one of  the few items
[along with my wife's

wedding band and
Japanese dolls] that I sal-
vaged from my house that
burned down four years
ago."

This hat, however,
might now take pride of
place in this collection,
because with his $30 pur-
chase, Mr. Ameryoun got
farmore than he bar-
gained for. 

Upon arriving at the
airport with his luggage
and his latest purchases
in tow, he discovered that
the hatbox would not fit
into his suitcase. He went
to throw the box into the
trash, but true to airport
convenience, it wouldn't
fit into the bin either. The
only option was to rip the
box apart. As he began to
tear it apart, he was quick
to discover there was
more to the box than
meets the eye - a packet
from the Bank of
Shreveport.

"Right away when I
started to pick up the
envelope, something told
me there were valuables
in there," he said. "The
paper clip looks like it
hasn't been touched in
quite a while."

What was inside was
$1,300 worth of  $100 bills
dated from the early 1930s
to the mid 1960s, all in an
unmarked envelope from
the now-defunct financial
institution. 

"When I was sitting
down waiting for my
flight, I was trying to look
at the envelope and read
all the details and the
locations and just trying
to imagine where this
money might have come
from," he said. "I assumed
it came from a man
because it was a gentle-
man's hat. He may have

been taking his life sav-
ings and putting it a hat
box. He certainly didn't
tell anyone and my
assumption is when he
passed away, his next of
kin or his children sold all
his items. The interesting
thing is the hat and the
box stayed together and
they sat on the shelf. It
was just waiting for me to
come and pick it up.

"At the airport, I was in
a rush and I really had to
catch the flight. I thought
I might be late for my
flight, so I really wish I
had kept the box. I really
regret throwing that box
out. The other thing that
went through my mind
was a few minutes earlier
I was going to toss the box
in the trash with all this
money sitting in there and
that would have been the
end of  the story. 

"As soon as I looked at
the envelope before open-
ing it my heart skipped a
beat. I knew there was
something interesting
about this. As soon as I
saw the money, I thought
these things only happen

in the movies. "
Mr. Ameryoun is cur-

rently content to be the
latest custodian of  this
hat and its previous
owner's money. With
some of  the bills now
worth more than face
value, he said he is
unlikely to cash or sell
the rest, but one person
who is a bit richer out of
the deal was the woman
in the antiques store who
talked him into buying

the ill-fitting hat. She was
wired $300 out of  the
windfall. 

Although he concedes
it is probably a lost cause,
he would like to find out
more about its owner and
its journey from
Shreveport to Leesburg
and now to Aurora. The
first port of  call is the
millinery company,
Dobbs, which still thrives
in its New York City loca-
tion on Fifth Avenue. 

I n
A u r o r a ,
nine elected
representa-
tives pro-
tect the
interests of
our resi-
dents and
ratepayers
by thor-
o u g h l y
d e b a t i n g
budget pri-
orities and
z e a l o u s l y
scrutinizing our spend-
ing. With one-third of  res-
idential property taxes
funding Town infrastruc-
ture, programs and servic-
es, having fully-engaged
Council members who
meticulously evaluate
multiple options is criti-
cal.

When you consider that
a full 44 per cent of  resi-
dential property taxes go
to the Region for pro-
grams delivered under
their mandate, the issue of

debate and
represen-
tation is
even more
acute.

W h i l e
m e m b e r s
of  York
Re g i o n a l
C o u n c i l
put a great
deal of
effort into
critically
examining

s e r v i c e s
and expenditures, the
issue of  representation is
a cause for concern.

Although nine repre-
sentatives prioritize pro-
grams and services cov-
ered by 33 per cent of  tax
bills, I am the sole repre-
sentative protecting the
interests of  our ratepay-
ers' 44 per cent contribu-
tion to the Region.

The Town of  Aurora is
one of  nine municipali-
ties in York Region. From
a proportional perspective
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Mayor Geoffrey Dawe







  


YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

Financial Security Advisor 
Jeffrey Sleep

Financial freedom is still 
achieveable even in today’s 

economic environment. 

Office: 416-291-0451  ext. 262 
jeff.sleep@freedom55financial.com

      

I want to share  my
story. My back pain was
horrible.    I tried pain
medication at first. But it
didn’t provide lasting
relief.  It hurt so bad I
couldn’t even pick up my
children without winc-
ing from the pain.  I went
to my doctor but he told
me I would just have to
live with the pain and
take muscle relaxants
and painkillers whenev-
er my pain became bad.
But it only got worse.  

I tried physiotherapy
and massage too - but
without lasting relief. 

I was about to look
into surgery when  I
spoke to a friend who
suggested I try a differ-
ent approach that had
worked for him. 

My friend told me  he
found great information
about  back pain from a
complimentary work-
shop he  attended.  He
told me he learned  
effective ways  to get rid
of  his pain. And it

worked for him! 
I admit it seemed too

good to be true. But it
obviously worked for my
friend. Regardless,  
I went to the workshop
and  learned a lot.  
I applied what I learned
and gave it a little time.  
I can now honestly  say
my back pain is  a thing
of  the past.  It’s remark-
able.     

You are likely frus-
trated by  having to suf-
fer with ongoing back
pain or stiffness.  But
you may also be con-
cerned on your depend-
ency on pain pills … and
their possible  side
effects.  

You may have heard
that there can be serious
health risks associated
with regular use, or over-
use,  of  pain pills. These
risks include  damage to
the  liver, kidneys or gut.   

I learned that
although the pain killing
drugs are designed to
numb the pain they do

not correct the underly-
ing root causes of  most
back pain.  

Most doctors focus on
medications or physio-
therapy to give relief
but sufferers need to be
aware that there are
additional choices avail-
able for most cases of
back pain  that are effec-
tive, natural and safe.  

To help sufferers an
upcoming workshop is
scheduled to reveal ways
to provide lasting back
pain relief  by addressing
the problem at its root.
This eye opening infor-
mation has helped many
sufferers change their
lives forever.   

As a community serv-
ice this workshop is free.

The workshop will be
held on  Wed July 25 from
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm. at the
King West Wellness
Centre 141 King Rd., Unit
10, Richmond Hill.
Seating is limited.

To make reservations
call 888-837-0407.

Back Pain Workshop to 
Reveal Powerful Secrets

for Lasting Relief 

Advertorial

watch the
c r e a t i o n s
e m e r g e
from non-
d e s c r i p t
wads of
soft glass.

Our
Seniors

are 
winners

On June
12, senior
m e m b e r s

competed in the Senior
Star Competition 2012.
This is a singing and musi-
cal instrument competi-
tion open to any Canadian
resident who is 65 years
and over. It was held at the
Aurora Legion.

Of  the 10 seniors, four
were members of  the
Aurora Seniors' Centre.
Bud Switzer won first
place singing "Some
Enchanted Evening". He,
Jytte Gillies and Neil
Pemberton are members
of  the Evergreen Choir.
Jim Edwards was our
fourth competitor.

Once again, the ASA

If  you're a card fanatic,
you will find an avid
group still visiting the
centre every week.
Nothing seems to stop
these players. 

While others have
found alternative activi-
ties for the summer, these
members seem to play
every week day.

You have a choice of
duplicate bridge, big
euchre, bridge, poker and
canasta.

My groups - scrabble
and rummi-kub - tend to
wax and wane, depending
on the summer schedules
of  our players. I figure,
two out of  a possible six
to eight players ain't bad,
considering that the card
sharks almost fill one of
the larger rooms. For
them to lose 10 players in
a session has little if  any
effect on their game.

Fortunately, you only
need a minimum of  two
people to play either of
our games which is good,
because last week, only
one person showed up for
rummi-kub besides me.

We had fun, regardless.
Even the pool room is

frequently empty, at least
during the times when I
drop in. This, too, can be
turned into a positive. 

My aiming skills need
a lot of  practice, which I'd
rather do when no one is
watching. So, I take
advantage of  the empty
room to open up one of
the small tables and prac-
tice a few games as I did
last week. 

There was quite a
steady flow of  passersby,
for some reason. One per-
son stopped to say hello
so, with mixed feelings, I
invited him to join me.
While I do enjoy having
someone to help me sink
the balls, this time I was
relieved when he chose
not to join me.

By now, you're proba-
bly asking, "Where did all
the seniors go?"

Well, I can tell you that
they could well have been
having more fun than I.
Last Thursday, they went
on one of  the many trips
that the centre offers.

T h e y
spent all
day at
C a s i n o
Rama and
a one-
h o u r
cruise on
Lake Cou-
chiching. 

I don't
g a m b l e ,
but I'd
gladly for-
feit a day
at the centre for that
cruise!

If  you missed it,
there's a similar trip com-
ing up on August 2 to
Niagara Fallsview
Casino. Don't worry. This
one doesn't have you
hanging over the
Whirlpool Rapids.
Instead, it includes a tour
of  Rossi Glass.

Watching an artisan
blow glass into wonderful
shapes is awe inspiring.
As it happens, Rossi Glass
is the largest manufactur-
er of  Cranberry col-
lectible glass in Canada.
During the tour, you can

 


Sylvia Dickens

All's quiet on the Seniors' front, unless…
has won an award for its
float in the Canada Day
parade. The float repre-
sented "our heritage as a
fragile thing, too easily
lost or forgotten, so the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre's
float will take you back to
the days of  the pioneers
with their log cabin
homestead."

Ron Coe and several
volunteers assembled the
sturdy and rugged-look-
ing log cabin in the cen-
tre's workshop. 

Congratulations to the
Float Committee, headed
by Judy Buchanan and
Ron Coe, in creating this
winning float being
awarded the Best
Original Theme for 2012.
The plaque sits proudly
in the Seniors' Centre's

display case in the main
lobby.

Petch House 
soon to arrive

Last year, it was decid-
ed that the historic Petch
House should take up its
new home behind the
Aurora Seniors' Centre.
Last week, crews were
busy digging a hole - not
to put it in, but to create
a foundation that will
hold the house. 

In my view, this is an
ideal location for an old
log cabin that represents
Aurora's long history.
The setting is backed by
trees, with the beautiful
Aurora Arboretum gate
and flower display on
John West Way creating a
welcoming entrance.

A case of fairness
Among the many con-

versations I have with res-
idents, a number invari-
ably revolve around pro-
grams and services pro-
vided to our community. 

During these discus-
sions, there are often ques-
tions about who provides
these services. Is it the
Town of  Aurora or The
Regional Municipality of
York?

It's not always a simple
answer.

Regional governments
were established in
Ontario by former
Premier Bill Davis in 1971.
The idea behind this sec-
ond layer of  municipal
government was to pro-
vide large scale services to
communities that would
produce savings through
economies of  scale.

It's a model that, for the
most part, has worked
quite well. In many
instances, the Town works
very closely with the
Region to provide seam-
less service to residents. In
the case of  garbage, the
Town collects your trash
from the curb and the
Region disposes, recycles
or composts the materials.
In the case of  drinking
water, the Region builds
and maintains the equip-
ment needed to acquire,
sanitize and distribute the
water to each community
and the Town bills for the
service and distributes the
water to homes and busi-
nesses. 

In both of  these exam-
ples, two separate organi-
zations work hand-in-hand
to provide the high-quality
services our residents pay
for through their property
taxes. As elected officials,
it is incumbent upon us to
ensure the effective conti-
nuity of  this service and
ensure we receive the best
possible value at the best
possible price. Our resi-
dents expect and deserve
no less.

we are properly represent-
ed on the Region's 21-mem-
ber Council. From a prac-
tical standpoint, we are
not.

The City of  Markham,
the Region's largest local
municipality, has five
Regional representatives.
This is more than Aurora,
King, Georgina and
Whitchurch-Stouffville

Continued on page 14
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Portraits shine a light on community “givers”
By Brock Weir

When the then-teenage
Dean Turner left his
cramped, but modestly
comfortable life with his
family in southern
Ontario for job opportuni-
ties out west, he followed
what he thought was a
promising path.

Fast forward to his
arrival in British
Columbia, the jobs he
expected were not there
and this aspiring musician
wound up on the street.
Such an unexpected expe-
rience gives a person a
unique perspective on the
plights of  others, and
might just be one of  the
reasons he has dedicated
his life to others.

Now a resident of
Aurora, Mr. Turner is one
of  the unsung community
heroes in York Region who
are getting their moment
in the spotlight in the exhi-
bition "Portraits of
Giving", a showcase featur-
ing the work of  York
Region photographer
Karen Merk. Through
Portraits of  Giving, Ms.
Merk seeks to shine this
light on people in our com-
munity who have invested
their time and efforts back
into it. 

Now in its third year,
this exhibition honours
seven outstanding individ-
uals whose philanthropic
work - even if  it is behind
the scenes - has benefited
many people around the
world and here at home.
Among those featured are
Aurora residents and busi-
ness leaders Frank
Stronach, Rita Theil of
JacKryn France, and Mr.
Turner.

"There is a moment in
everyone's life that is their
'Aha!' moment that trig-
gered them to say, 'I want to
do something,'" said Ms.
Merk of  her work which,
as well as through the sale
of  an exhibition book writ-
ten by Aurora author
Heather Ann Lambert,
benefits the Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

"For me, it was my
father-in-law who passed
away a few months before
the first exhibit three
years ago. He had a heart
attack and that was my
'Aha!' moment where I
wanted to do something

for the foundation."
Since that "Aha!"

moment, Ms. Merk has
taken the people she has
met through her work, as
well as her own charitable
endeavours, to pay tribute
to those she has seen give
back. 

"I thought it, 'wouldn't it
be great to shine a light on
these people who work so
hard to give back and to
make things happen?'
Then I invited Heather
Ann Lambert to write a
book about what inspired
them to give back. It's not
just the when and the
what. I find that 'why' is
the most fascinating thing
to discover about these
people. 

"If  you look at Frank
Stronach, he has done so
much over the years it was
just a privilege and an hon-
our for him to even agree
to be in it and he has done
the Hoedown, he has
helped Hurricane Katrina
survivors, and he has done
a tonne of  giving back that
all of  York region has ben-
efited from."

Mr. Turner, however,
might be an exception to
Ms. Merk's rule that every-
one has their, 'Aha!'
moment. Giving back, he
said was something that
had been instilled in him
by his parents from an
early age and it has been
something that has carried
with him through much of
his life. 

"My mom and my dad
are just great, down-to-
earth people and it is just
the right thing to do - you

help other people," he said.
From living on the

streets of  Vancouver, Mr.
Turner said he found his
lifeline through the mili-
tary. He found himself  at a
Canadian Forces recruit-
ing centre which led him
on a 22 year journey with
the armed forces which
included time with the
Royal Canadian Regiment,
the Canadian Airborne
Regiment, and a stint with
the United Nations. 

After leaving the mili-
tary, Mr. Turner worked
with the Red Cross before
founding F.A.S.T. Rescue
(First Aid Safety
Training), a for-profit com-
pany which focuses on, as
the name suggests, train-
ing companies and devel-
oping company safety poli-
cies. It is through this
work he has become a tire-
less supporter and volun-
teer with the Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

"I was sitting on these
committees with lawyers
and people who were part
of  the York Region Food
Network, homeless initia-
tives, and people from all
facets of  life putting their
minds together to help and
I thought it was just won-

derful we're all focusing on
helping people. 

"[My work was] an easy
fit. I would go to the meet-
ings and learn, so at first I
wasn't saying too much,
but learning how to get
along and help out. With
Heart and Stroke I do a lot
of  volunteer work with
them. It is my position as
an educator teaching peo-
ple about defibrillators to
sort of  relieve the fears it
is going to hurt you and
the importance of  having
that in the community. I
took that as a good fit to
advocate what the Heart
and Stroke does as well as
save lives. If  you're doing
an event and need some-
one to talk, ask me and I
am there.

"Giving back is proba-
bly one of  the most
rewarding things you can
do. It's important and we
all should do it. Many peo-
ple find it is easier to give
their money than their
time but I think that a little
bit of  time, if  everyone
was to do that, the world
would be a better place."

Portraits of  Giving
runs at the Aurora
Cultural Centre through
August 31.
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This year’s Portraits of Giving exhibition, which is 
currently on display at the Aurora Cultural Centre is a
team effort between Karen Merk (left) and Heather
Ann Lambert (right). The exhibition is the brainchild of
Ms. Merk, an acclaimed portrait photographer with
Merk Photography, who wanted to highlight the con-
tributions of philanthropists she has met in her travels.
Ms. Lambert of the Writers’ Community of York Region
tells their stories in the accompanying exhibition
book.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

The magnitude of  this 
investigation has sur-
prised even some members 
of  the YRP. 

According to Det. Const. 
Kim Tanczos, there were a 
number of  commonalities 
between the cases which 
tipped off  investigators. 
People were recruited by 
an “orchestrator” and 
promised money for filing 
false accident benefit in-
surance claims, she said. 
Recruits were required to 
either pose as a driver or 
a passenger in these insur-
ance claims.

 “The vehicles involved 
were all more than 10 
years old and in poor me-
chanical condition. Some 
were inoperable at the 
time of  the collisions and 
most vehicles had pre-ex-
isting damage. The driver 
attended inside the [Crash 
Reporting Centre (CRC)] 
and they reported the col-
lision to the police officers, 
advising them most times 
of  no passengers inside 
the vehicles. The drivers 
later called the insurance 

company and added on 
several passengers. One 
extreme case of  this was 
a driver that reported his 
five-seater sedan carrying 
himself, plus seven other 
passengers. 

“The injuries that were 
reported to the insurance 
companies were all soft-
tissue. There was never 
anything broken, bruised 
or bleeding which obvi-
ously made it harder for 
the insurance companies 
to prove. The drivers and 
passengers were then in-
structed to attend particu-
lar rehabilitation clinics 
to receive chiropractic 
care and massage and 
physiotherapy for non-
existent injuries. Most ser-
vices were never rendered. 
These facilities then falsely 
billed the insurance com-
panies by using the names 
and registration numbers 
of  medical professionals 
thereby committing iden-
tity theft. The insurance 
companies then paid out 
benefits to these rehab clin-
ics, body shops and parale-

gals. There were striking 
commonalities between 
the businesses involved.”

Staged collisions such as 
these are affecting the wid-
er community, not just in 
Vaughan, added Sgt. Mike 
Elliot of  the York Regional 
Police’s Major Frauds Unit. 
With insurance claimants 
able to collect up to $75,000 
in Ontario, insurance pre-
miums province-wide are 
increasing at approximate-
ly 17 per cent annually. 

“Ontario is now the most 
expensive place in North 
America to drive,” said 
Sgt. Elliott. “The 43 per-
sons arrested, as well as 
the associated businesses 
that are under investiga-
tion, have defrauded over 
$1 million from the insur-
ance companies combined. 
Had it not been discovered, 
the exposure to the insur-
ance companies could be 
well over $5 million. 

“Our collision report-
ing centre has taken very 
real steps to detect staged 
collisions that are coming 
in. There has been a sig-

nificant decline in staged 
collisions in York Region 
since these measures have 
been put in place.”

Rick Dubin of  the IBC 
went a step further and 
called the GTA “the staged 
collision capital of  Cana-
da.”

Mr. Dubin said staged 
collisions are certainly 
not anything new, but have 
evolved in the sophistica-
tion of  the staged colli-
sions involving rehab and 

medical clinics. 
“The potential loss to 

insurers, particular these 
nine so far, is still being cal-
culated. It is estimated to 
be somewhat in the neigh-
bourhood of  $5 million,” 
he said. “The sustained 
enforcement response by 
York Regional Police is 
considerable. We applaud 
York Regional Police for its 
commitment to this case.  

“Everyone, including the 
insurance industry, agrees 
that auto insurance premi-
ums in Ontario are far too 
high. Insurance premiums 
are driven by claims costs 
and right now costs have 

been driven through the 
roof  in Ontario as a result 
of  fraud and abuse in the 
system.”

Mr. Dubin added that 
recent studies have given 
a “conservative” estimate 
that annual insurance 
fraud in Ontario accounts 
to between $770 million 
and $1.6 billion per year. 
This is a crime, he said, 
that is not victimless.

“It threatens the safety 
and security of  everyone 
on the road,” he said. “It 
drives up premiums and 
ties up courts and emer-
gency services.”

Continued from Page 1

22 arrest warrants over “collisions”

By Brock Weir

The Emerald Ash Borer, 
the invasive species ex-
pected to kill almost all ash 
trees in its wake, is now in 
all nine York Region mu-
nicipalities.

The green bug (EAB), 
which infests nearly all spe-
cies of  ash, was first con-
firmed in Aurora last year 
when just one example of  
the insect was found in a 
pheromone laced trap in 
the Bayview Avenue and 
Stone Road area. Its pres-
ence prompted Town Coun-
cil to develop an action plan 
in dealing with the bug, 
which ultimately was to 
take no action for preven-
tion, but prepare for the 
devastation.

Its presence in all nine 
York Region municipalities 
was confirmed at the Re-
gional Level last week.

“Results of  York Region’s 
EAB trap monitoring sur-
vey indicate the municipal-
ities previously unaffected 
– the Towns of  Newmarket, 
Georgina, East Gwillim-
bury, and the Township of  
King – now show signs of  
infestation,” said the Re-
gion in a statement.

“The infestation rates are 
lower further north into the 
region, however, dead and 
dying ash trees will become 
more obvious throughout 
the Region over the next 
few years.”

Added Bill Fisch, Chair-
man and CEO of  the Region 
of  York: “Within 10 years, 
most of  the ash trees in 
York Region will, regretta-
bly, be gone. York Regional 
Council supports the EAB 
Management Plan, which 
has a focus on timely tree 
removal and replacement 
coupled with strategic tree 
protection.”

Unlike the Region with is 
“strategic tree protection”, 
the Town of  Aurora’s game 
plan is to do nothing to fight 
against the tide of  the Em-

erald Ash Borer, but to get a 
head start on growing new 
trees of  a different variety 
to replace the ones felled by 
the bug.

“Council’s current direc-
tion in managing the EAB 
situation, in terms of  deal-
ing with the loss and re-
placement of  Ash trees, is a 
reasonable approach given 
the financial and practical 
aspects of  this problem; 
however it is important to 
consider that the loss of  
more than 2,700 trees will 
result in the loss of  a sub-
stantial forest canopy that 
required, in some instanc-
es, upwards of  30 years to 
develop,” said Al Downey, 
Aurora’s Director of  Parks 
and Recreation, in his rec-
ommendation to Council 
this spring. “Obviously this 
large forest canopy will be 
lost and the much smaller 
trees used to replace these 
trees will require many 
years to attain a similar 
physical size and contribu-
tion to the environment.”

Mr. Donwey’s recom-
mendation was to establish 
a tree nursery, planting 
over 3,000 mixed species 
of  trees this fall and also 
give Aurora residents the 
option to provide and pay 
for preventative treatment 
of  candidate trees. There-
fore, if  you have an ash tree 
on Town property outside 
your house on municipally-
owned boulevards, for in-
stance, it will be up to you 
to put forward the money to 
help save it and potentially 
save your neighbouring 
landscape. 

“[This] provides an op-
portunity for residents 
to become engaged in the 
treatment and protection 
of  Ash trees in close prox-
imity to their property,” he 
said in his report. “Staff  
will develop a policy crite-
ria whereby the candidate 
tree must be worthy of  
preservation depending on 
its overall health rating as 

determined by a certified 
arborist, and free of  any ap-
parent signs of  EAB. 

“Staff  will simply pro-
vide homeowners with 
contractor contact informa-
tion and obtain a sign-off  
waiver releasing the corpo-
ration from all obligations 
associated with the effec-
tiveness or success of  any 
treatment.”

All this comes at a price, 
however. The estimated 
cost to purchase and plant 
necessary tree stock comes 
to approximately $78,000 
based on a figure of  $26 per 
tree. Leasing private land 
for nursery and yard space 
comes to an estimated 
$50,000 based on a lease of  
$5,000 per year for 10 years. 

The cost to remove these 
2,000 trees expected to be 
killed by the beetle is esti-
mated at $1,600,000 work-
ing on figure of  $8,000 per 
removal. 

The total cost for this op-
tion, which also includes 
the transplanting of  trees 
from the nursery, and a 
potential cost recovery of  
$276,000 from selling up 
to 1,000 trees to residents, 
comes with a $2,252,000 
price tag. 

Ultimately, Council ap-
proved a $10,000 invest-
ment to secure the land for 
the tree nursery and begin 
an education campaign to 
make residents aware of  
their options on what the 
beetle is, how it will change 
the landscape, and options 
to protect their own trees. 
The balance of  the recom-
mendation is expected to 
come before Council for fi-
nal approval this fall. 

When this came forward 
in the spring, however, 
there was some debate over 
the urgency of  the plan, 
with Councillor Buck argu-
ing against the urgency as 
the bugs are yet to wreak 
visible havoc.

“All we’re doing is getting 
a jump start on something 

that is going to take seven 
years just to create the illu-
sion we’re being proactive 
in dealing with the emerald 
ash borer,” said Councillor 
Buck at the time. 

Others, however, saw the 
merit of  going for the rec-
ommendation.

“The issue is real, every 
municipality in the GTA is 
dealing with it and we have 
had multiple reports stat-
ing what each municipality 
is doing,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. “Each 
solution is a little bit dif-
ferent. We need to do some-
thing and I think that we are 
being proactive in regards 
to this. We are taking tax-
payers into consideration. 
The original motion would 
have cost us over $1 million. 
If  we can save the taxpayers 
$1 million I think that is a 
good initiative to take on.”

Emerald Ash Borer spreads throughout York Region

Details of the bust were made public in a press conference on Thursday by Rick Du-
bin of the Insurance Bureau of Canada, YRP Detective Constable Kim Tanczos (above 
centre), Detective Sergeant Mike Elliott (left), and Sergeant Keith Merith.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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$269,990

Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.
Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm. 
Friday by appointment. Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm

KAIT-CEN-A-AD-AURORAN-AUG3-1.indd   1 12-08-03   2:11 PM

Concerts in the Park

Aurora’s Concerts in the Park series continues this week with “Loco Zydeco” an evening of authentic zydeco music by Canadian artists sponsored by Rona which or-
ganizers promise will “get you up dancing to Louisiana high energy music.” The concert gets underway Wednesday night at 7 p.m. at Town Park. Hundreds flocked to 
Downtown Aurora for the last two concerts at the band shell. Danny Scott (1) hit the stage on August 1 for an evening of “The Great American Song Book.” The concert, 
sponsored by Rockport, attracted a packed crowd (2) to take in the Rod Stewart-inspired show. August 8 was the Toronto All Star Big Band, a rollicking evening of high 
energy music featuring the band and vocalists, including (3) Jacob Gorzhaltsan on the sax and (4) Meagan Luchko. Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Portraits shine a light on community “givers”
By Brock Weir

When the then-teenage
Dean Turner left his
cramped, but modestly
comfortable life with his
family in southern
Ontario for job opportuni-
ties out west, he followed
what he thought was a
promising path.

Fast forward to his
arrival in British
Columbia, the jobs he
expected were not there
and this aspiring musician
wound up on the street.
Such an unexpected expe-
rience gives a person a
unique perspective on the
plights of  others, and
might just be one of  the
reasons he has dedicated
his life to others.

Now a resident of
Aurora, Mr. Turner is one
of  the unsung community
heroes in York Region who
are getting their moment
in the spotlight in the exhi-
bition "Portraits of
Giving", a showcase featur-
ing the work of  York
Region photographer
Karen Merk. Through
Portraits of  Giving, Ms.
Merk seeks to shine this
light on people in our com-
munity who have invested
their time and efforts back
into it. 

Now in its third year,
this exhibition honours
seven outstanding individ-
uals whose philanthropic
work - even if  it is behind
the scenes - has benefited
many people around the
world and here at home.
Among those featured are
Aurora residents and busi-
ness leaders Frank
Stronach, Rita Theil of
JacKryn France, and Mr.
Turner.

"There is a moment in
everyone's life that is their
'Aha!' moment that trig-
gered them to say, 'I want to
do something,'" said Ms.
Merk of  her work which,
as well as through the sale
of  an exhibition book writ-
ten by Aurora author
Heather Ann Lambert,
benefits the Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

"For me, it was my
father-in-law who passed
away a few months before
the first exhibit three
years ago. He had a heart
attack and that was my
'Aha!' moment where I
wanted to do something

for the foundation."
Since that "Aha!"

moment, Ms. Merk has
taken the people she has
met through her work, as
well as her own charitable
endeavours, to pay tribute
to those she has seen give
back. 

"I thought it, 'wouldn't it
be great to shine a light on
these people who work so
hard to give back and to
make things happen?'
Then I invited Heather
Ann Lambert to write a
book about what inspired
them to give back. It's not
just the when and the
what. I find that 'why' is
the most fascinating thing
to discover about these
people. 

"If  you look at Frank
Stronach, he has done so
much over the years it was
just a privilege and an hon-
our for him to even agree
to be in it and he has done
the Hoedown, he has
helped Hurricane Katrina
survivors, and he has done
a tonne of  giving back that
all of  York region has ben-
efited from."

Mr. Turner, however,
might be an exception to
Ms. Merk's rule that every-
one has their, 'Aha!'
moment. Giving back, he
said was something that
had been instilled in him
by his parents from an
early age and it has been
something that has carried
with him through much of
his life. 

"My mom and my dad
are just great, down-to-
earth people and it is just
the right thing to do - you

help other people," he said.
From living on the

streets of  Vancouver, Mr.
Turner said he found his
lifeline through the mili-
tary. He found himself  at a
Canadian Forces recruit-
ing centre which led him
on a 22 year journey with
the armed forces which
included time with the
Royal Canadian Regiment,
the Canadian Airborne
Regiment, and a stint with
the United Nations. 

After leaving the mili-
tary, Mr. Turner worked
with the Red Cross before
founding F.A.S.T. Rescue
(First Aid Safety
Training), a for-profit com-
pany which focuses on, as
the name suggests, train-
ing companies and devel-
oping company safety poli-
cies. It is through this
work he has become a tire-
less supporter and volun-
teer with the Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

"I was sitting on these
committees with lawyers
and people who were part
of  the York Region Food
Network, homeless initia-
tives, and people from all
facets of  life putting their
minds together to help and
I thought it was just won-

derful we're all focusing on
helping people. 

"[My work was] an easy
fit. I would go to the meet-
ings and learn, so at first I
wasn't saying too much,
but learning how to get
along and help out. With
Heart and Stroke I do a lot
of  volunteer work with
them. It is my position as
an educator teaching peo-
ple about defibrillators to
sort of  relieve the fears it
is going to hurt you and
the importance of  having
that in the community. I
took that as a good fit to
advocate what the Heart
and Stroke does as well as
save lives. If  you're doing
an event and need some-
one to talk, ask me and I
am there.

"Giving back is proba-
bly one of  the most
rewarding things you can
do. It's important and we
all should do it. Many peo-
ple find it is easier to give
their money than their
time but I think that a little
bit of  time, if  everyone
was to do that, the world
would be a better place."

Portraits of  Giving
runs at the Aurora
Cultural Centre through
August 31.

 

Masonary  Ι  Brick Repair  
Interlock Concrete Driveway

Stairs  Ι  Patios 
All Sealing

Waterproofing

416-571-7510 
primetimerob@live.ca 

EXTERIOR 

PRIME TIME 
 

This year’s Portraits of Giving exhibition, which is 
currently on display at the Aurora Cultural Centre is a
team effort between Karen Merk (left) and Heather
Ann Lambert (right). The exhibition is the brainchild of
Ms. Merk, an acclaimed portrait photographer with
Merk Photography, who wanted to highlight the con-
tributions of philanthropists she has met in her travels.
Ms. Lambert of the Writers’ Community of York Region
tells their stories in the accompanying exhibition
book.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

The Aurora Cultural Centre wants

your ideas!
The Centre is planning for the future and invites 
you to complete a short on-line survey. 
Please go to:

https://www.research.net/s/AuroraCulturalCentre

Please complete the survey by August 16th.

Your support is greatly appreciated.
For more information, please contact 
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

Building & Enriching our Community 
Through Arts, Culture, History and Heritage

Private Lives will make you smile at 
Theatre Aurora
Review

Council looks at ways to help owners 
preserve heritage properties

By Brock Weir

By Scott Johnston

If  you’ve ever been in 
any sort of  relationship, 
you’ll smile at the ups and 
downs displayed in “Pri-
vate Lives”, which opens 
Theatre Aurora’s 55th sea-
son.

The popular Noel Cow-
ard play tells the story of  
Amanda and Elyot, who 
have divorced after a vola-
tile marriage.  Amanda is 
now happily married to 
Victor, while Elyot has re-
cently married Sibyl.

Both newlywed couples 
would have had wonderful 
honeymoons ahead of  them 
in France, except for one 
unfortunate circumstance; 
they have unknowingly 
booked adjacent rooms.

Inevitably, even after 
years apart, Amanda and 
Elyot’s feelings for each 

other, both positive and 
negative, are brought to 
the surface, and of  course, 
complications arise.

It requires a strong quar-
tet of  actors and excellent 
direction to make the vari-
ous complex relationships 
between the characters in 
this play appear natural, 
and that is evident in this 
production. 

Don Colucci as Elyot and 
Nicole Wahl as Amanda an-
chor the story.  They effort-
lessly shift their on-stage 
relationship from love to 
hate and back again, much 
to the consternation and 
confusion of  those around 
them.

Tamara Van Bakel as 
Sibyl and Greg Van De 
Mark as Victor give strong 
supporting performances, 
as they react to the freshly 
exposed sides of  their new 

spouses.
Providing additional 

comedy relief  is Natasha 
Visosky, who wears the 
dual hats of  Louise, the 
ever-exasperated French 
maid, and is also the pro-
ducer of  this play. 

Much credit must also go 
to Sal Aguila, a veteran on 
stage at Theatre Aurora, 
who in his directorial de-
but, has ably taken on the 
complex choreography of  
these performances.

Based on this production 
it is easy to see why this 
play has been so popular 
for so many years.

Evening shows of  “Pri-
vate Lives” continue at 
Theatre Aurora, 150 Hen-
derson Drive, August 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 24 
and 25.  Tickets are avail-
able through the box office 
at 905-727-3669.

Several heritage proper-
ties in Aurora have been 
demolished in recent years 
after falling into states of  
disrepair – the most recent 
being the George Brown-
ing House at Yonge and 
Tyler.

At the time, there were 
calls from some quarters 
for more stringent rules 
and incentives placed on 
property owners to main-
tain their heritage prop-
erties for generations to 
come, and now there is 
some progress on that in 
Town Hall.

Councillors this week 
will be considering a rec-
ommendation from Techa 
van Leewen, Aurora’s Di-
rector of  Building and By-
law Services, to amend the 
Town’s Property Standards 
Bylaw to impose “special 
property standards for the 
maintenance and repair of  
any heritage attributes for 
properties designated un-
der the Ontario Heritage 
Act.”

The recommendations 
are the result of  an April 
resolution from Council 
brought forward by Coun-
cillor Sandra Humfryes, 
Chair of  the Town’s Heri-
tage Advisory Committee, 
asking staff  to investigate 
what measures might be 
put in place to prevent fu-
ture deterioration of  heri-
tage buildings. 

According to Ms. van 
Leeuwen’s report to Coun-
cil this week, there are 46 
properties in Aurora des-
ignated under Part 4 of  

the Ontario Heritage Act, 
an act which allows mu-
nicipalities to “impose spe-
cial property standards” 
through bylaws. In addi-
tion to these properties, a 
further 438 properties are 
listed as having cultural 
heritage value or interest. 

“The authority to pass 
bylaws prescribing spe-
cial property standards for 
designated properties ap-
plies only to the attributes 
of  the property that are 
properly designated by the 
Town,” said Ms. van Leeu-
wen. “In the case of  prop-
erties within the Heritage 
Conservation District the 
attributes are identified in 
the Heritage Conservation 
Plan.

“A Property Standards 
Bylaw cannot be used to 
impose a special overall 
standard for the mainte-
nance of  entire structures 
or properties merely be-
cause they possess some 
elements that are desig-
nated as having heritage 
value or are located within 
a designated heritage con-
servation district.”

Costs, however, could be 
a factor in how effective 
this bylaw would be. In 
her report, Ms. van Leeu-
wen states that appeals of  
property standards orders 
“may increase due to costs 
associated with the main-
tenance of  heritage attri-
butes.”

“The owner of  a prop-
erty who has been served 
with a property standards 
order and who is not sat-

isfied with the terms and 
conditions of  the order 
may appeal the order to 
the [Committee of  Adjust-
ment],” she said.

When Councillor Hum-
fryes brought forward the 
original motion in the 
spring, one of  the items 
up for consideration was 
whether financial incen-
tives, as well as the pos-
sibility of  low-interest 
loans through the Town to 
property owners to keep 
their heritage party in 
their “lustre.” Although 
there were some concerns 
around the table on what 
such an initiative could 
cost Aurora in the long 
run, there are two options 
which will be up for con-
sideration on Tuesday.

The first is a Heritage 
Property Tax Reduction 
program. Through this op-
tion, Aurora can offer tax 
relief  to property owners 
so they are better equipped 
to maintain and restore 
designated properties.

“Property tax relief  sup-
ports heritage conserva-
tion by recognizing that 
owners of  heritage build-
ings often incur above-
average costs to maintain 
aging buildings,” said 
Ms. van Leeuwen. “The 
amount of  annual tax re-
duction would need to be 
agreed to by not only the 
local municipality but also 
York Region and the school 
boards.”

Additional options on 
the table include a Heri-

Continued on Page 20

Amanda Prynne (Nicole Wahl) and Elyot Chase (Don Colucci) find themselves in a 
predicament when the divorced couple find themselves thrown together again 
while on their honeymoons with their respective new spouses in Noel Coward’s Pri-
vate Lives. The classic 1930 comedy is the opening play in Theatre Aurora’s 2012-
2013 season and runs through August 25 at the Factory Theatre.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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The Wells Street School
Originally built as the Aurora High School in 1892, the Wells 
Street School was rebuilt in 1923, renovated in 1952, and retired 
in 2009. Today, however, there’s anticipation in the air as the 
building begins a new life as the Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts.

in

Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. © 2012 Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts. All rights reserved. 

w w w . w e l l s t l o f t s . c o m

$300'slofts from the low 

COMING SOON

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK.COM/WELLSTLOFTS

· Heritage district. It’s never too late to go back  
 to school, especially when it’s The Wells Street  
 Schoolhouse Lofts – your new home in the safe  
 and friendly Heritage District of Aurora, right  
 across from the beautiful Town Park.

· Walking distance. Just a short walk to downtown  
 Aurora where you can experience great   
 shopping, dining, and loads of entertainment.  
 Or, if you prefer some big city excitement, 
 you’re just minutes from the GO Station and  
 easy access to Toronto.

· Rejuvenated building. After educating   
 generations of kids, the Wells Street School  
 doors are finally opening again. We invite  
 you to select from one and two-bedroom lofts,  
 some with dens, or spacious two-level   
 penthouses, all featuring your choice of   
 traditional or contemporary finishes.

With four months to get 
everything planned and 
executed, Aurora Festival 
of  the Arts chair Sher St. 
Kitts is pleased with how 
her efforts and the efforts 
of  many volunteers turned 
out for the 2012 Aurora 
jazz+ Festival.

Although the weather, 
however hot or damp, con-
spired to scatter some of  
the crowds, organizers are 
already in the planning 
stages for next year’s fes-
tivities.

“I thought it was abso-
lutely fabulous consider-
ing everything that we had 
not working with us, which 
would be mostly the weath-
er,” Ms. St. Kitts told The 
Auroran. “The whole festi-
val was put together from 
March because up until 
that point I wasn’t sure if  
we were going to do it again 
and when we were named 
one of  the Top 100 [Festivals 
in Ontario] I said, ‘Okay, 
we’re going to do it.’”

Ms. St. Kitts said they 
were thrilled not only at 
the work they were able 
to get done in so short a 
time span, but also with 
the results. The jazz+ Fest 
“pumped up the volume in 
the community” and new 
partnerships were formed 
in that time.

On the Saturday, which 
organizers uniformly 
proclaim as the most suc-
cessful of  the Festival, the 
festivities were visited by 
Michael Chan, Ontario’s 
Minister of  Tourism and 

Jazz+ Fest gets provincial seal of approval with Minister’s visit
Culture.

“He was actually quite 
shocked when he got in-
side,” said Ms. St. Kitts, 
who accompanied the min-
ister, along with Newmar-
ket-Aurora MP Lois Brown 
and select councillors from 
Aurora, Kings from Aurora, 
King, and throughout York 
Region. “I think he was ex-
pecting some sort of  little 
park festival. I don’t think 
we were that big, quite 
frankly, but it was pretty 
awesome on Saturday.

“Saturday was a moment 
of  Zen right up until the 
deluge. Everybody was so 
happy. The music was so 
fantastic. Every picnic ta-
ble on all sides were filled. 
You always dream about it, 
you hope for it, and it was.”

The Minister then had 
the chance to meet some 
of  the artists who put the 
“+” in the jazz+ Festival, 
and a handful of  musicians 
before the heavens opened 
up and put a damper on 
the rest of  the celebrations. 
The plans were for the offi-
cial party to go up on stage 
between performances, but 
it was not to be. With light-
ning streaking across the 
night sky, most people de-
cided to call it an evening 
for their own safety.

“If  that night had carried 
on, it would have made a 
tremendous difference to 
the festival in terms of  our 
revenue and being able to 
cover the costs and all that, 
but safety is always first,” 
said Ms. St. Kitts, noting 

Sunday was slow due to the 
muggy weather but crowds 
picked up towards the end. 

“No regrets,” she said. 
“The bottom line is we have 
covered our costs. We’re 
still doing numbers for 
gate, but it looks like it will 
come up to approximately 
what we had last year.”

While Mr. Chan had an 
all too brief  taste of  the 
flavour the Jazz Fest had to 
offer, his visit was also the 
cause of  some complaints 
through the community. 
Following the Festival, on-
line comments and letters 
expressed dismay that nei-
ther Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
(who is out of  the country) 
nor Deputy Mayor John 
Abel were invited to greet 
the official visitor.

“That was very disap-
pointing,” said Councillor 
John Abel, who attended 
the festival on all three 
days. 

Although Councillor Abel 
had been critical of  some 
organizational aspects of  
the Festival at the Council 
table, he said he has shown 
his support of  the festivi-
ties through his attendance 
at Festival fundraisers and 
so forth, and told The Au-
roran he “tremendously” 
enjoyed this year’s festival.

Nevertheless, Ms. St. 
Kitts said only officials who 
had been supportive of  the 
jazz+ Festival had been in-
vited to be part of  the del-
egation.

“We just didn’t ask the 
officials who had basically 

been putting things in the 
paper that were negative 
and untruthful about the 
festival to be a part of  it, and 
that’s fair,” she said. “There 
was no snub intended, it 
was just that if  you don’t 
support it, once it does well, 
you just can’t come and be 
the glad-hander. That’s not 
right. If  you don’t support 
it, you don’t support it. If  
you support it, show me. 
That’s fair, isn’t it?

“It’s all about music and 
art. It’s not about the poli-
tics to me. When we ask for 
support, we’re not asking 
for the support in terms 
of  a political thing. We’re 

asking for support of  the 
arts. Simply that and noth-
ing more. I wasn’t intend-
ing anything with anybody. 
You wouldn’t want to have 
the Minister come in and 
have a Deputy Mayor or a 
Mayor be rude to him be-
cause they didn’t support 
the festival.

“It is a little bit tenuous 
because I know they don’t 
support the festival so then 
I am going to bring in some-
body lovely like that and 
have them possibly spurned 
in some way? You have to 
do proper protocol. You’re 
going to want the Minister 
to have a lovely experience 

because you want him to 
come back.”

Support for the festival 
included Councillors from 
Newmarket and King and 
from even farther afield. 
Ms. St. Kitts said this wide-
spread support across York 
Region is what is the future 
vision and the intention of  
the Aurora Festival of  the 
Arts to, perhaps, expand 
even further to become a 
larger umbrella along the 
lines of  Festivals of  York 
region.

“That has been the plan 
since the beginning,” she 
said. “That’s what we’ve al-
ways wanted to do.”

Ciara and Mark were just two of thousands of revellers that came to Town Park over 
the long weekend to take in the Aurora jazz+ Festival. Organizers are already plan-
ning on expanding the festival concept throughout York Region and working hard 
towards the 2013 event which will include festivities to mark Aurora’s 150th An-
niversary. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

 

The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to 

Extra 
Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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Carrier of the Month: Kalea Kirsh

By Brock Weir

It is a small wonder that Aurora's
Carrier of  the Month, Kalea Kirsh, has
time to do any extra-curricular activi-
ties, considering she has nearly 250
homes on her routes.

But Kalea, who is enjoying an active
summer anticipating entering Grade 8 at
Northern Lights Public School in
September, finds the time and is an
active and engaged member of  the
Aurora community. 

When asked what she enjoys most
about being a student at Northern
Lights, Kalea is able to rattle off  a list of
all the clubs and teams she is involved in
to put most of  us to shame. These activi-

ties include playing with the badminton,
basketball, and volleyball teams, and
taking part in We Day, a spinoff  of  the
charitable endeavours of  Craig and
Marc Kielburger.

She is also a member of  the Northern
Lights' Robotics Club and Book Club. It is
in describing the book club that her
inner bookworm comes to light. 

She and the rest of  the team recently
had a chance to go down to Toronto's
Harbourfront to meet acclaimed authors
including Alyxandra Harvey, Eric
Walters, and her personal favourite,
Kenneth Oppel.  

In her spare time, Kalea has become a
familiar face at the Aurora Farmers'

Continued on page 19
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Move in Next Year!
Don’t Miss Out!

* Limited time offer.  See sales rep for details. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustrations are artist’s concept only. 
Rockport® is a registered trademark of Rockport and used under license. ©Rockport 2010. All rights reserved. E.&O.E. 2012. Brokers protected.

rockportgroup.net

Ridgewood II is the ultimate expression of carefree resort-style living - a place that feels like 

the weekend… everyday. An intimate 6 storey condominium with exceptional recreational 

facilities including a sumptuous outdoor saltwater swimming pool and indoor  hot tub. 

Miles of area trails and ravine parks. Nearby cafés. Fabulous shopping and minutes to GO 

Transit. Incredible suites with equally incredible views. An oasis of gracious tranquility 

in the heart of historic Aurora. Come home to Ridgewood II and leave the world behind. 

Presentation Centre: 180 John West Way, Suite 103, 

Aurora, Mon.-Wed. Noon-6 pm, Closed Thurs. & Fri., 

Weekends & Holidays Noon-5 pm

905 841 1004

 NEW DEPOSIT 
PROGRAM*

 1 YEAR FREE
MAINTENANCE*

90% SOLD!

ROCK-RID-A-AD-AURORAN-AUG10-1.indd   1 12-08-10   11:40 AM
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Ron Wallace

Letters to the editor

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.
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Aug. 14 - Tues. - Fri. (4 Days) 
Aug. 21 - Tues. - Fri. (4 Days)

905-726-4132

Sending  your teen to us
for 4 days this summer

could save their life.

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

      
    
     
    

   


 




Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

As promised two weeks ago, here is the reason I am
not driving anymore.

Seems some doctor in Toronto said so.
And one of  his workers told the Ministry which sent

me a note saying I had to have medical clearance to have
my drivers’ license reinstated.

So, in the meantime, I have been using CHATS driv-
ers to get around. And they, as I told you, have been
doing a wonderful job.

The doctor responsible for all this – his name is Lang
– says I probably have Progressive Supranuclear Palsy,
a disease which has affected about one in 100,000 people
over the age of  60 in the United States and most have
probably never heard of  it.

The word “progressive” was included in the name of
the disease because, unfortunately, the early symptoms
get worse and new symptoms develop sooner or later,
according to a write-up by Lawrence Golbe, MD, who is
a professor of  neurology.

The disease, known as PSP, has similar symptoms to
a form of  Parkinson’s.

It was first described as a distinct disorder in 1964
when three scientists published a paper that distin-
guished the condition from Parkinson’s disease.

For the most part, I can’t type, nor can I sign my
name the way I used to. I never could play hockey,
although my right foot has been “asleep” for several
years now. I don’t know if  I can hit a golf  ball, but I hope
to find that out soon.

The whole thing is very frustrating.
And this happened right after I had bought myself  a

new car.  Wouldn’t you know it?
REMEMBERING BARBARA HORSMAN

& CY BUCK
After a long and difficult battle, Barbara Horsman

died from metastatic melanoma (cancer) on the evening
of  July 23 at home with her family.

Barb had been the subject of  a group of  nearly 70
guides at her Stoddart Drive, Aurora, home a couple of
weeks prior to her death.

Her husband, Phil, was an instructor for the York
Region Board of  Education before he retired several
years ago.

Barb was also the mother of  Leanne and Adam and
was the grandmother of  Cameron.

Patricia and I attended the funeral Friday afternoon
at Thompson’s and were immediately sent to the “over-
flow” room which indicates the popularity of  the
woman.

Donations can be made in her name to the Stronach
Cancer Centre at Southlake Regional Health Centre
where a plaque in her name is being sponsored.

The second death I want to comment on is Cy Buck,
who was married to Councillor Evelyn Buck.

He was in the Eagle Terrace Long Term Care in
Newmarket when he died July 20.

Cy leaves behind several children, including
Stephen, Frank, Martin, Theresa, Heather, Mark and
Andrew.

An avid drummer, Cy was a lifetime member of
Theatre Aurora, the location of  his Celebration of  Life,
which will take place Sunday, August 12, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The theatre is located at 150 Henderson Drive, in
Aurora’s south end. 

Sincere sympathies to both families from Patricia
and me.

Feel free to email Ron at:
RWall9999@rogers.com


With just days remaining

until the fourth annual
Aurora Jazz Festival, teams
of  local citizens are rushing
to get everything ready for
you!

The festival is grateful for
support from citizens of
Aurora and all over York
Region!  We appreciate dedi-
cated sponsorship from
Enbridge Gas and, this year,
a Canadian Heritage grant
thanks to efforts from MP
Lois Brown.  We thank all
our sponsors, partners and

festival friends!
Hundreds of  York Region

citizen volunteers assist the
Aurora jazz+ Festival to
showcase hundreds of  our
home grown musicians,
entertainers and visual
artists - creating a festival
enjoyed by thousands!  Their
dedication catapulted the
Aurora jazz+ Festival into
the Top 100 in the Province of
Ontario!  

On Saturday night, MP
Lois Brown, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of

International Cooperation
and Minister Michael Chan,
Minister of  Tourism,
Culture and Sport will join
us on stage just before the
performance by  George St.
Kitts & Sounds of  Motown!

On Sunday night, Murray
Foster - bass player of  The
Great Big Sea and Mike Ford
- perform as the Cocksure
Lads followed by amazing
local rocker Neil Chapman! 

Enjoy festive fun! Take
time to celebrate the arts,
laugh and dance in your own
community!  Don't cook!  Try
festival food vendors.  Forget
the gym!  Try Zumba and
other on site activities: What
A Ball! Fly a Kite! Create a
Masterpiece at Paint-
Inn/Craft Blast Zone/First
Nations Art with Suzanne
Smoke! Create a Mandela
with artist David Rankine!
Sound a Drum with Shaw
Percussion & Rhythmic by
Nature!  Strum a Guitar with
My Jam Space... Be the
Artist!

Saturday morning, along-
side the Aurora Farmers’
Market, the AFA offers free
entertainment from 10 a.m.
in the Band Shell - featuring
the Jaymor Dancers,
Laughter Yoga and a Zumba
class!  Saturday afternoon
help us inaugurate our First

Festival Kings - King
Alexander and King David!
Enjoy our diverse Canadian
Cultural Mosaic - South
Asian Media Inc. presents
folk singer Doll Madhar.

Sunday brings  Peace in
the Park at 12 noon - Bless the
Festival!  11am-1pm
Art/Music Workshops free
at Aurora Cultural Centre
(Register www.auroraaz-
zfest.com).  Learn about 5000
years of  Chinese
dance/music history Shen
Yun Performing Arts
www.shenyun2013.com
Sunday afternoon build the
Largest Drum Circle Ever in
York Region.  Bring your
drum!

GO transit to Festival -
Weekend GO Trains now
travel to Aurora several
times daily.  Barrie &
Toronto leave the car, take
GO and "Walk a Block" to fes-
tival!  

Enjoy local Visual Artists
Plein Air, local Musicians
and Entertainers including
28 bands on three stages!  See
full festival line-up
www.aurorajazzfest.com

Admission $5 daily for
Adults - Kids 12 and under
free!

Sher St. Kitts
Aurora Festival of the Arts




During the last Aurora
Council meeting I spoke
about completely unreason-
able cost estimates by the
bureaucrats of  the Region of
York.

I focused on the estimates
for the cost of  the pedestri-
an/cycling underpasses that
are planned for Leslie Street
and St John's Sideroad, and
the cost of  adding the design
for such structures to the
project design documents. 

The Region has acknowl-
edged that the additional
costs for putting in the under-
passes, at the time the creek
culverts are being replaced,
are minor. 

Yet in the very same docu-
ment where that acknowl-
edgement appears, the cost
for each underpass is esti-
mated to be in excess of  one
million dollars. Not exactly
minor. For a reason: the esti-
mates are those for construct-
ing such underpasses when
no other work is planned for
such roads, the so-called
'stand-alone costs'.

In order to find out about
the true additional construc-
tion costs, the design for the
underpasses must be includ-
ed in the tender documents
so that the bidding contrac-
tors can quote how much
extra it would cost if  the
underpass structures are
added while the roads are
being widened, and while the
creek culverts are being
replaced.

In order to add such
underpass designs to the con-
struction design drawings,
the Region estimates that

Aurora will have to pay one
hundred thousand dollars -
per underpass design!

That is for the design
alone. That cost estimate rep-
resents a year's salary for an
engineer, or engineering
technologist. 

I am not an engineer, but
to add such design to the
drawings, in our age of  com-
puter aided design, should
take perhaps ten hours, not
the equivalent of  a year's
work, and thus wages.

Even taking into consid-
eration that design consult-
ants will do the work (the
expensive way of  getting that
done), it is completely unrea-
sonable to estimate such
additional design costs at
$100,000.

I advised the Mayor and
Councillors to simply order
the design to be included, and
to ask for an invoice for the
costs. However, an itemized
invoice must be requested to
account for just exactly how
the design costs have been
calculated. 

In the 2012 budget,
Council has set aside $50,000
per underpass for the design
costs. I believe that the real
costs will be far less than half
that amount.

The Region of  York
bureaucrats do not believe in
underpasses.

It is my position, and I
hope Aurora Council will
agree, that the high estimates
for both the design costs and
the construction costs of
such underpasses have been
estimated at the exorbitant

Continued on page 19

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

insurance@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

One of  the most frequent 
comments I hear from new 
clients when I meet them 
for the first time is, “Wow, 
I’d love to see your house.  I 
bet it’s beautiful.”  

Well, you know the story 
about the shoemaker’s chil-
dren?  That pretty much 
describes our home.  Don’t 
get me wrong, we’ve done 
our share of  work, but 
there’s always more to do 
and there never seems to be 
enough time or money to 
do it exactly what we want, 
when we want.  

Like many, we get caught 
in annual seasonal cycles.  
The fall is a hectic time 
with the kids returning to 
school and the start of  ex-
tra-curricular activities.  In 
January we’re pooped from 
the Christmas holidays and 
want to hunker down and 
fatten up for a long winter’s 
cold.  

During those same 
months, Wayne’s busy 
preparing for the spring 
real estate market.  As the 
weather improves, we begin 
getting some much needed 
exercise and want to be out-
side enjoying the backyard 
and spending time around 
the pool.  

Let’s face it: it’s never 
a great time to renovate.  
And if  you’ve ever asked 
anyone who has undertak-
ing a large reno, they’ll be 
the first to tell you it’s not 
necessarily fun.  I enjoy 
it because I get to see the 
fruits of  my labour as the 
project that I’ve taken a 
long time planning finally 
unfolds.  But I also get to 
leave the job site and re-
turn home at the end of  the 
day to a relatively dust free 
and functional house.  

For those living through 
it and even worse, living in 
it, the disruption of  day-
to-day life can be difficult.  
Much of  what you know 
of  your house is gone, you 
can’t find the things you 
rely on regularly, you’re 

to see so many red and white 
flags waving for our nation-
al identity and talented Ca-
nadians!

Next year is the mile-
stone 150th Birthday for the 
Town of  Aurora! The 2013 
Aurora jazz+ Festival will 
weave Canada's Birthday 
Town and the 150th Birth-
day Party theme into the 
2013 festival!  We plan a big 
Birthday Party on Monday, 
August 5th. We hope to offer 
Free Admission to everyone 
on this fourth day of  the Au-
rora jazz+ Festival... a very 
large, special 150th Birth-
day Party to celebrate the 
birth of  the Town of  Aurora 
in Town Park!

Want to volunteer, spon-
sor or share ideas? Contact 
sherstkitts@gmail.com.

All are invited to the 2013 
Aurora jazz+ Festival’s 150th 
Birthday Party in Canada's 
Birthday Town! Enjoy cake, 
music, art and support our 
arts, music, heritage and 
culture, Monday - August 
5th, 2013. RSVPs not re-
quired!

Continued from Page 6

Letter to the editor
Happy Birthday Aurora!

Sher St. Kitts
Aurora Festival of  

the Arts

level to discourage even
entertaining the idea of
including those structures
during the re-construction of
Leslie Street and St John's
Sideroad.

The underpasses are key
to making traffic-free, safe
commuter traffic possible.
They are key to getting

Aurorans from one side of
those widened four lane
Regional roads to the other,
on foot or on bicycle, in green,
off-road corridoprs.

The Region of  York's cost
estimates are deceptive. The
estimates are designed to
dupe Aurorans. 

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora
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Financial Security Advisor 
Jeffrey Sleep

Financial freedom is still 
achieveable even in today’s 

economic environment. 

Office: 416-291-0451  ext. 262 
jeff.sleep@freedom55financial.com

      

Carrier of the Month

Market, making pitches to
potential customers at her
family's booth, Captain
Ted's Knick-Knack-a-Tory,
where she makes wooden
puzzles, bird houses, and
even aprons and doggie
bandanas.

"I love it there," she
says.

Although after Grade 8
there seems to be some
debate within her family
on where she will attend
high school - Dr. G.W.
Williams and Aurora
High School are currently
neck and neck - her post-
secondary goals are clear.

"I want to become a
human body scientist,"
says Kalea. "I want every-
one to live forever and I
can't imagine anyone in
my family getting sick
and stuff. If  I can cure it,
It would be nice not to
have any worries or any-
thing. It is not a job I want
to do, but more like a

chore that has to get
done!"

To fulfil this chore, of
course, she will need to
have money and deliver-
ing The Auroran to your
door is just one of  the
many ways she plans on
saving money - and deliv-
ering The Auroran doesn't
just increase her cash
flow. Kalea says there is
an added bonus.

"It's fun and it is just
going for a walk around
the block," she says,
encouraging other people
to sign up. "By the time
you do it, it is worth it
because you walk around
the block anyway. Why
not grab some papers and
go out and get fresh air?"

Kalea's routes include
Baywell Crescent, Stiles
Avenue, Bridgenorth
Drive, Dovercourt Lane,
Watkins Glen Crescent,
Earl Stewart Drive, and
Hollandview Trail.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,
Kalea!

From page 12

From page 6

Curb Appeal
S e v e r a l

times a
week my
h u s b a n d
and I try to
get out for a
long walk in
our neigh-
bourhood to
spend some
time togeth-
er and give
both our-
selves and
our dog
some much
needed exercise.

Initially the conversa-
tion during our walks
focuses on the kids, the
house and what we’re
planning for the weeks
ahead.  After a good purge
of  all that is on our minds,
we begin to take stock of
what’s going on around us
and enjoy the sights and
sounds of  our community.  

Inevitably, the discus-
sion turns to our respec-
tive businesses and our
attention turns to the
houses and properties
that line our local streets.  

We live in a beautiful
neighbourhood filled with
home owners who take
great care of  houses
framed by lush multi-
coloured gardens, a
canopy of  mature trees
and well-manicured
lawns.  Gathering inspira-
tion from the creativity of
those around me, I find
myself  observing the
choices people make for
the exteriors of  their
homes.  Doing what I do
for a living, it’s difficult
not to consider how others
dress their homes and as
with interiors spaces, it
seems that homeowners
frequently struggle with
exterior colour selection.  

For many, colour is a
baffling concept simply
because there seems to be
an endless number of
choices available.  Used
properly, colour can be tai-
lored to blend with the
other finishes of  your
home resulting in a subtle
and homogenous colour
scheme while highlight-
ing and setting off  the
enduring elements you
might want to make the
most of.

Given the number of
paint colours options, how
do you create a colour
scheme that will make the
most of  the face your
home?  Well, since many
aren’t willing to change
the largest and most per-
manent element of  the
house, the brick or stone
finish provides an easy
and natural jumping off
point for any colour
palette.  

I am a firm believer
that one should highlight
the major features of  your
home and not be con-
cerned about drawing
attention to its lesser ele-
ments.  For example, focus
on highlighting and work-
ing with the brick and not
the mortar on your home.
Similarly, the interlock
and edging stone you
select for your patio and
garden should firstly
work with the brick
colour.  

Stand back and take a
really good look at your

h o u s e .
There is
likely a pri-
mary colour
c o u p l e d
with a sec-
ondary, less-
er colour in
the brick
f a c a d e .
C o n s i d e r
matching as
best possi-
ble the paint
colour for
your garage

door and front door to the
lesser of  these hues.  If
your brick is a one-dimen-
sional solid colour, look to
a keystone over the garage
door or the cornerstone
detail to select the colours
for your exterior doors,
windows, eaves, posts, and
shutters.  

Don’t be afraid to use a
darker colour for your
front door than for the
garage, it will add interest
and provide a focal point
for your property.  

If  your home is of  the
siding variety, your
palette is wide open, but
you may need to start by
basing your selections on
the shingle colour.   A
good rule of  thumb is if
you want to draw atten-
tion to it, make the colour
different from everything
around it.  If  you want an
element to blend away,
make it the same or a tone
lighter (or darker) than
the surrounding colours.

The good news is that
the number of  colour
options available for new
shingles, soffits, facia and
eaves are not extensive, so
perhaps by a process of
elimination the manufac-
turers of  these products
are helping keep the
colour selections simple.
It’s always prudent when
selecting these elements
(or when repainting the
materials that can be
painted) that you stick to
more neutral colours like
almond, grey, black,
brown, beige or white so
that you can easily make
changes to the other exte-
rior paint colours without
complicating matters.     

My feeling is that mis-
takes are made on exteri-
or colour selection
because many think that
given the abundance of
light any colour will work.
It is simply not the case.
While the availability of
light definitely comes into
play and allows you to
make deeper and more
saturated colour selec-
tions, it does not mean
that you should put just
any colour on your home.
An appealing exterior
colour scheme that high-
lights your home’s domi-
nant features will provide
broad curb appeal and can
help you hone in on your
home’s individual charm.

Janice Clements is a
Certified Interior
Decorator, President of
Clements Interiors and
a member of  CDECA.
Visit her on the web at
www.clementsinteriors.c
om, or follow her blog at
http://www.40somethin-
g a n d c o u n t i n g .
blogspot.com.        





Janice Clements

Underpasses are key

Laura Brown of
Park Place Manor
put out some
healthy snacks
last week at the
Cooking for a
Cause BBQ held
at Newmarket’s
Seniors’ Meeting
Place. The event
was in support of
the Canadian
D i a b e t e s
Association and
included staff
representation
from many area
r e t i r e m e n t  
residences.

Auroran photo by
David Falconer

Renovation Survival Guide

living in dust and your 
children might not have 
anywhere to play.  What’s 
worse, there are strang-
ers trekking through your 
house on a daily basis.  For 
many, it can be a trying 
time.

If  you’re heading into 
the world of  renovations 
consider preparing your-
self  with these sanity sav-
ing tips:

Make your plan:  Then 
have a backup: Plan A is 
the ideal way the renova-
tion will take place, if  the 
stars align and the budget 
and timelines are main-
tained.  Plan B is a revised 
list of  the essential work 
to be done.  Don’t consider 
Plan B a failure, just an al-
ternative.   

Start a renovation 
journal or a blog:  Having 
somewhere to write down 
your thoughts during the 
process will give you the op-
portunity to vent.  You may 
even find you can share 
your newfound knowledge 
of  the renovation process 
with others.

Take before, during 
and after photos:  I love 
having photos to see the 
amazing transformations 
of  a space.  Taken during 
the renovation, photos can 
also provide you with fu-
ture information as to the 
locations of  plumbing and 
electrical work and can re-
mind you of  how far your 

renovation has progressed.
Stagger your renova-

tion: Consider doing work 
in stages that allow you to 
set smaller attainable goals 
over short periods of  time.  
Breaking the work down 
into phases can make tasks 
more manageable.

Help the contractor: 
Wait! Put down that ham-
mer!  What I meant was, 
help the contractor by be-
ing decisive.  Each time you 
change your mind or put 
off  an important decision 
the renovation process gets 
dragged out.

Stay busy:  Periods of  
downtime are inevitable 
on most renovation sites.  
Keep busy by cleaning, or-
ganizing or de-cluttering.  
Consider a family project 
of  putting together a ‘time 
capsule’ to place in a new 
hollow wall in your home.      

Create a refuge:  Des-
ignate a bedroom or the 
basement of  your home as 
off-limits to all trades.  Dur-
ing the warm weather, take 
advantage of  your outdoor 
spaces to get away from 
the noise and chaos of  the 
renovation. 

Get out of  Dodge:  Know 
when it’s time to leave. 
Can’t stand the renovation 
heat?  Retreat to a cottage 
or spend a few nights in a 
clean, comfy hotel.

Keep your eye on the 
prize:  Remind yourself  
why you are going through 
the renovation process by 
looking through the maga-
zines that first inspired you 
to renovate.  In the end, you 
will have a shiny new space 
customized to your every 
specification!

Remember a renovation 
involves people and until 
they invent the perfect per-
son, the renovation process 
isn’t without its flaws.  Take 
a deep breath, pour a glass 
of  wine and know that one 
day you’ll look back and 
say, “Well I’ll never do that 
again… but man, was it 
worth it!”

Janice Clements is a 
Certified Interior Decora-
tor, President of  Clements 
Interiors and a member of  
CDECA.  Visit her on the 
web at www.clementsinteri-
ors.com or follow her blog at 
www.40something-
andcounting.blogspot.com 

BRINGING
DESIGN TO 

LIFE
Janice Clements
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CAREER

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

JOB WANTED

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest 
financial services compa-
nies is rapidly expanding
in this area. If  you desire a
dynamic career with 
excellent income poten-
tial, call Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

Our        TownTownownown

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Next show time: 
Aug. 23rd.

7 p.m.

with Alison
Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

VINTAGE PAIR of  golden
woven tweed bucket chairs
from the early 1960s.
Perfect for the yuppie! $150
for the pair or best offer.
Call 905-727-6497.

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD
Maple Queen Anne style
buffet, great condition.
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for
sale as well. Call 905-727-
6497.

Advertise 
in THE AURORAN

Classifieds.

905-727-3300 
ext. 102

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

MINESushi. 125 Pedersen
Dr. Aurora. Specialty 
Chef  $23h 40wk.
ryanko729@gmail.com.

Advertise in 
The Auroran Classifieds 
905-727-3300 ext. 102

  
 
  
  


The Auroran Community Newspaper
15213 Yonge Street, Ste. #8
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1L8

The winner will be drawn from 
all the correct responses received. 

The promotion ends August 27, 2012

A random draw will be held 
at the newspaper’s office 
on August 28, 2012.

To participate, you must be 
19 years of age or older.

Write the number corresponding 
to each name in the space provided. 

Please drop off or mail the participation 
coupon in an envelope to: 

Play for 6 weeks 
for a chance to 

win $250*

Know Your Merchants Contest

Keep this participation coupon –you have six weeks to figure out all the names for the draw. 
Must be 19 years of age or older

STEVEN HO
Chinook 

ELISE DESJARDINS
T.H. Oliver 

RANDY WINSTONE
McAlpine

LINDA MAUNDER
Maunder’s Food Shop

SOPHI GEORGOPOULIS
Jonathan’s

DOUG ADAIR
Rec Sports

RAZ KHAMISSA 
Omars

BOB CLUBINE
Home Hardware 
LEE HURST
Hurst Bakery 

BRANDON PELUSO
Highland 

INGRID KULBACH
fraktals Chocolates

STEVE DAVIES
Harvest Meats 

CHRIS ISSARIS
T.C’s Restaurant

FARZIN ANSARI
Play It Again Sports
WILLIAM YANG
Bonsai Hill 

DIANA BLANK
Happy Hearing 

PETER VIRTANEN
State Farm

DAMIR VRANCIC
Vrancic Law

BRIAN NORTH
Ellis Studios

ALFREDO TAMBURINI
A & F Hair 

DAVID MINTZ
Edward Street 

LENARD LIND
L.H. Lind Realty Ltd.

HOWIE BERMAN
Crystal White Cleaners

LISA OLIVER
Maid To Shine

Can you
identify 
any of
these 
people?

11 22 33 44 55 66

77 88 99 1010 1111 1212

1313 1414 1515 1616 1717 1818

1919 2020 2121 2222 2323 2424

REWARD for missing
young black cat. Near 
Rotary Park Kennedy
/Gurnett. 905-727-9677.




Subscribe to Our Town
 cynthia@auroran.com



dedicated cameras.
Now cameras are
built into multiple
devices and photos
can be edited, shared
and discovered with-
in moments of  being
taken.

Magazines
were bound
by the print
m e d i u m .
Now with the
advent of  Flipboard, digital
magazines bring more per-
sonalized content, accessible
everywhere and always up to
date and including rich
media items.

Books were also victims
of  their printed constraints.
Now a wide range of  e-read-
ers allows for a highly per-
sonalized reading experience
and allows for readers to trav-
el with a large library on
their mobile device.

The music industry
required their audience to
buy albums in stores and
play them on dedicated play-
ers.  Now music discovery is
more social; instant on-
demand streaming to
enabled devices has opened
up the playback realm.

The video industry is see-

ing the same transi-
tion, as retail stores
like Blockbuster
have busted in favor
of  on-
demand/instant
streaming services

like YouTube
and Netflix.

The televi-
sion industry
made its
money by

providing linear program-
ming on pre-set channels
with little control offered to
the viewer.  Now, On Demand
personalized content is lead-
ing a trend in homes, cutting
their limited and pricey
cable.

Marketplaces themselves
have shifted from street fairs
to integrated platforms for
listings, advertising, pay-
ment and inventory manage-
ment through services like
Etsy.

Business collaboration
has changed from meetings,
whiteboards and teleconfer-
ences to online working
groups complete with data
sharing and instant messag-
ing capabilities with services
like Salesforce, Yammer and
Jive.

the House of
Commons,
according to
A S A
President
C h a r l e s
Sequeira. As
it happens,
the House
was in ses-
sion that day
which added
to their
enjoyment
of  the trip.

Senior dancers
If  you haven't had the ben-

efit of  seeing our dancers
perform, you'll get a chance
at the upcoming Farmers'
Market on August 11. The
ASA Square Dancers will be
demonstrating some of  the
dances they've been doing
over the past year.

They're also looking for
new members when they
start up again on October 15.
You don't have to know how
to dance because the current
members are more than

happy to
teach you,
step by step.
It's some-
thing to put
on your list
for the fall.

Crafters
needed
T h e

K n o t t y
Knitters is a
bit of  a mis-
nomer. They
don't just

knit. They make almost any-
thing to do with needlework.
Right now, they're rushing to
create a good quantity of
items to sell at the upcoming
Aurora Farmers' Market on
August 11. Your help is need-
ed.

If  you are a needlecraft
hobbyist, you are invited to
join them on a Monday
morning.

Jazz tickets
The Centre is selling a

limited number of  Aurora
Jazz Festival tickets for
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FAN MAN

 Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday 10am to 5pm
Thursday & Friday 10 - 6

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

www.thefanman.ca

Introducing Lavie by Design Interiors 
Phone for an Appointment 

ORDER YOUR 
COTTAGE FANS NOW!! 

Trendy Cottage Fans
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E-mail steve@stevethomas.ca
web site: www.stevethomas.ca

sutton group - solutions realty inc., brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Steve Thomas
Sales Representative 

Providing Real Estate Solutions 
That Save You $$$

Aurora Office: 905-841-5405

Fibromyalgia: Natural 
Approaches for Lasting Relief  

Advertorial

Fibromyalgia is reach-
ing alarming levels and
ineffective treatment is
common.  If  you suffer
from Fibromyalgia you
need to know poorly
known facts about the
condition in order to
avoid years of   pain and
suffering.

You have probably
been told by your doctor
you have constant, unre-
lenting joint pain …  ten-
der, achy spots all over
your body…  including
your neck and upper
back…   pain between
your shoulder blades …
chronic fatigue …  and
maybe constant or inter-
mittent headaches.  You
can’t sleep at night and
are  exhausted all day.

You can’t even enjoy
the simple things in life
anymore, such as playing
with your children.
Getting out of  bed every-
day is an unbelievable
challenge.

Life Has Become
Unbearable...  

Your doctor does an
exam...negative.  He
takes some  X-rays...nega-

tive.  Does a few blood
tests… negative.  Maybe
even an MRI… negative.  

Then he tells you you
have Fibromyalgia and
gives you anti-inflamma-
tory drugs. You find that
the approaches you try do
not help and often make
it worse. 

So you go back, again
and again, and your doc-
tor gives you different
drugs to try to make you
feel better.   

The doctor eventually
may say... “I’ve done all I
can do, you just need to
learn to live with it…”

After  exhausting the
list of  medications you
may also be told it’s “all
in your head” and they
may even send you to a
psychiatrist for anti-
depressant drugs.

You may have gone
through months, if  not
years, of  grueling tests
and drugs with horrible
side effects.  

It is clear that suffer-
ers need much more
information on what
Fibromyalgia really is
and how they can help

themselves.
Sufferers also need to

know there are many nat-
ural ways of  helping
themselves feel better by
improving the function of
muscles and nerves to
help the body to heal.    

The medical system
has essentially three
major choices: drugs,
physiotherapy or sur-
gery. 

There are other
approaches that are  sen-
sible,  natural  and safe
that have helped many
Fibromyalgia sufferers
improve  their life forev-
er.

To help sufferers,  a
workshop is being offered
as a community service
to reveal effective ways
to feel better, increase
energy and improve the
quality of  life.  The work-
shop is free. 

The workshop will be
held on Wed Aug 8, 7.30 –
9 pm. at the King West
Wellness Centre 141 King
Rd Unit 10 Richmond Hill 

Seating is limited.
Call to make reservations
(888) 837 0407.  

You might recall that our
seniors participated in their
own mini-Olympics recently. 

In a way, it's sad that they
didn't get the fanfare that the
international Olympians
receive. After all, they too
work hard, practice diligent-
ly, and focus on staying fit
and healthy in order to com-
pete. 

Yes, I know. The celebra-
tions in London last week
would be overkill for our
small competition. Even so,
the organizers really ought
to think about providing
more exposure in future for
the games and the senior
winners. 

Did they have an opening
ceremony of  substance? I
didn't hear of  any, although I
know they did hold a small
closing event. 

Admittedly, I was lax in
eyeing the papers early on
for announcements, but
when the summer games
began, I didn't need the infor-
mation. When I did, it was

scant or too close to the
event.

The international
Summer Olympics were
announced in plenty of  time
for us to catch the opening
ceremonies. This enabled
some forward-thinking peo-
ple at the Centre to schedule
time to show them on the big
screen in the lounge. 

This was good for people
with small television sets at
home. Imagine trying to
watch the elaborate displays
on a small screen. Besides,
watching them in a group
adds to the enjoyment.

That's one of  the great
things about the Centre. You
never know when you'll get a
special treat.

Ottawa trip
On June 27, MP Lois

Brown paid a visit to the
Centre during our Great
Canadian BBQ.
Subsequently, a group took a
trip to Ottawa where they
were given a "gracious wel-
come and personal tour" of




Sylvia Dickens

Seniors enjoy the London Olympic opening ceremonies
Saturday and Sunday,
August 4 and 5. Tickets are
$2.50 per person per day. If
you'd like to take advantage
of  this special offer, ask at the
reception desk. Tickets are
sold on a first come, first
served basis, so don't miss
out.

Walking Club Outings
Get your walking shoes

on and join the Walking Club
on August 8 as they enjoy
Willow Farm, Lakeview and
Wimpey Trail, Aurora
Heights to Tom's Park. You
don't need to pre-register.
Just show up at the Centre at
9.30 a.m. in proper gear. Don't
forget water. From there, par-
ticipants will car pool to the
starting location. The group
is always looking for new
members to join them each
week.

Fun programs 
It's always great to learn

something new, which is why
the Centre offers a good vari-
ety of  programs. The Town
of  Aurora has just
announced its senior pro-
grams which will be start in
September. You can grab one
of  the Fall 2012 program
guides from the Centre, the
Town Hall and at other loca-
tions. 

To tempt you, take a look
at this short list: 

Ivory Keys is for begin-
ners who would like to learn

how to read music and play
simple melodies.

Golden Voices teaches
you proper breathing tech-
niques, vocal development,
voice exercises, pitch devel-
opment and more.

Sculpting with Clay is a
great beginner course that
introduces you to conceptual
and practical aspects of  mod-
elling with clay.

Yoga Meditation shows
you how to release stress and
tension through breathing,
movement and relaxation.

Nutrition and You guides
you in how proper nutrition
can renew your energy and
help to make your body and
immune system stronger
and healthier.

Our 2012 Directors
The ASA recently named

its new directors for 2012.
They are: Ron Coe, 
Food Services Committee;
Winnie Gritten, Membership
& Volunteers; Carol
Hedenberg, Operations &
Activities; Bill Moore, Social
Committee; Louise Miller,
Sponsorship Committee.

For more information on
the Aurora Seniors' Centre
and all it has to offer, drop by
90 John West Way, visit the
web site www.aurorase-
niors.ca, email aurorase-
niors@rogers.com or call
905-726-4767 between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday.




Christopher Watts

Digital changes everything
This will mark the second

article in a departure from
my regular "100 Watts" col-
umn.  The idea behind it is to
tackle a series on digital cul-
ture for Aurora.  

My previous article was to
frame the series with one
overriding observation: digi-
tal changes everything.  This
article will explore what is
being changed and how.

Back in 2000, in his book
"Digital Capital", University
of  Toronto Professor Don
Tapscott explains how indus-
trial age production, commu-
nications, commerce and dis-
tribution all implode in this
digital age.

As companies rush to
rethink their value proposi-
tions the question everyone is
asking is: what is valuable in
a digital world?

One easy way to deter-
mine how valuable some-
thing is to try living without it
for a while.

Take for example, an
everyday object like the
phone.  Phones used to be
available on street corners
contained in large urine
soaked boxes. Now they are
found in your pocket.

What would life be like
without your mobile phone?

Like phones, computers
were large and tethered
devices which have now
become small and mobile.

These changes have
increased their value.

Here are some more
notable shifts:

Life stories used to adorn
walls.  Now they are widely
accessible through personal-
ized social media feeds like
Facebook.

News used to consist of
dedicated reports, often
delayed by the production
stream.  Now, real-time citi-
zen reporting through mobile
devices provides global reach.

Directories used to be
heavy printed yellow vol-
umes with no search features
and no reviews.  Now with
location aware services like
Yelp, one can discover user
reviews through a search that
includes images and recom-
mendations.

Photography required

The entire way recruiting
has been done has shifted
from job fairs and paper
resumes to LinkedIn's service
of  offering online resumes
with social relevancy, search-
able skill sets, endorsements
and recommendations.

These are huge disrup-
tions to our culture that are
unlikely to reverse because
they bring with them monu-
mental increases in value.

Changes that will likely be
taken for granted by children
the same way adults take the
air for granted. 

That is… until it is miss-
ing.

Stay tuned.
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walrickdisposal.ca

Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Call 1-877-782-5865 and speak to one of 
our Service Reps to arrange a day and time for 
delivery.

2. On the day of service one of our Drivers will 
come and deliver the Mini-Bin.

3. Once you have filled the Mini-Bin, call and 
our Driver will come back to pick it up and 
take it away.

It’s That Simple!
For pricing in your area please call

1.877.782.JUNK

Mini-Bin Services 
Are Ideal For:

can think of...

materials in our Mini-Bins: tires, 
chemicals, solvents, oils and 
hazardous waste. If you are 
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for 
delivery and pick-up:

Monday to Saturday:
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a 
friendly and professional service 
by both our Service Reps and 
Drivers.

5865

We accept Visa & Master Card
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COUNTRY LIVING MINUTES FROM THE CITY 

Virtual Tour - http://tours.360housetours.com/public/vtour/display/60422?a=1

Call Karin Rossi 
for a viewing 
(416) 518-0648 or 
(705) 424-7748
KarinRossi@look.ca

Incentive 
Realty Inc., 
Brokerage 

Independently Owned & Operated

$769,000

Custom built 2 story architecturally designed home, centrally located, 10 minutes from Barrie and Hwy 400, 40
minutes north of Toronto. Minutes from schools, shopping, dining and entertainment. This exquisite Essa town-
ship home on 6.9 acres, boasts the lowest taxes in the region. Amenities include: 5500 square feet of finished
living space, open concept, with full finished basement, oversized vinyl clad windows, maple hardwood floors,
silent flooring system, travertine tile, central air, central vac, ultra violet disinfection water softener system, cus-
tom kitchen with island, breakfast bar and granite throughout. Additional features: 4+2 bedrooms, 4 full bath-
rooms, hot tub, 4 ft deep salt water sport pool, huge wrap around deck, in ground sprinkler system, pet contain-
ment invisible fence, oversized triple car garage, balcony off master bedroom, master ensuite laundry chute,
double sided fireplace, cathedral ceilings, sunken family room, oversized mudroom, main floor laundry, main
floor office, stereo sound throughout home, outdoor flagstone fire pit, separate entrance to base-
ment, ample storage and a view from every window of wildlife in your back yard.

All this for only:
$769,000

Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.

ASK US 
ABOUT THE HST

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

 

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Providerpertaining to colour.

"If  we go with this, is it
true to say that when we go
out to tender, depending on
which manufacturer we go
with, there is a good proba-
bility we will get different
colours of  green?" asked
Councillor John Gallo. "Is
that a fair statement?"

The short answer from
Mr. Simanovskis was yes.

"I don't know how
noticeable those differ-
ences will be," he said.
"They do change the
colours from manufacturer
to manufacturer so they
would be different, but I
don't know if  you would be
able to notice it. [In our sur-
vey] General Motors identi-
fied a charge of  $200 for
vans and passenger vehi-
cles based on a green
colour and that was due to
the way they manufactured
their lots, so it would be to
factor them into produc-
tion, whereas Ford didn't
have a charge. 

"We have a [Ford] out to
tender, so in the current
proposal they will not have
additional charges so it
depends on the manufac-
turer"

Three new green trucks

will soon be noticeable in
the Town's fleet in a deal
which is likely to be ten-
dered at next month's
Council meeting.

"The preferred vendor
was contacted to deter-
mine any impacts to the
cost or delivery of  chang-
ing from white to green
and verified that there
would be no impact based
on this change," said Mr.
Simanovskis in his report.

This was, said
Councillor Buck, in line
with her own research.

"With the three suppli-
ers I contacted, there was
no impact for anything,"
she said. "The green that
we're talking about is a
generic green. If  you ask
for a fancy green, you'll
likely add an additional
cost. We're not asking for a
fancy green. We're asking
for a commercial green

which was the traditional
colour of  parks vehicles
ever since we had a parks
department."

From page 9

First green trucks expected soon

Local real estate agent Farid Ameryoun got more than he bargained for when he
picked up the hat, shown above, at a antiques store in Virginia this summer.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

There must have been some magic 
in the old felt hat he found

By Brock Weir

Some might go home
disappointed if  your
eagerly anticipated flight
to Las Vegas got cancelled
due to plane trouble -
especially if  you were
hoping to strike it rich at
the poker tables.

This may have been
going through the mind
of  Aurora real estate
agent Farid Ameryoun,
when after waiting for a
continually delayed flight
to Sin City to cash in his
Aeroplan miles, he got
frustrated and decided to
go to Washington D.C.
instead.

Little did he realise it
was the first time Lady
Luck was on his side. As
soon as he changed his
destination, his original
flight was cancelled but
he was on his way.

Mr. Ameryoun is a rep-
resentative for York
National Realty, which is
now housed in the his-
toric Hartman's Corners
School House on
Wellington Street near
Berczy, which was
painstakingly restored by
his brother Farsheed. 

While he wanted to do
a bit of  gabling, given his
love of  history and his-
toric curios, a weekend of
site seeing and souvenir
hunting in the
Washington area seemed
the next best thing - and
he would be able to work
in a last-minute Iron
Maiden concert to boot! 

"I got on the smallest
plane you can imagine, it
was like a bus with
wings," Mr. Ameryoun
said of  his trip. "I came
out [on  the other side]
and there was a huge elec-
trical storm and there

was no power in Virginia.
Before I came back to
Canada on Sunday, I
decided I was going to go
shopping for antiques."

There was really noth-
ing else to do, he said,
aside from a quick visit to
a shooting range, which
was populated by grand-
mothers packing heat,
and taking a few scenic
snaps, so it was off  to his-
toric Leesburg, Virginia,
to take  in the antiques
scene. There, he hap-
pened upon a large
Victorian house and here
is where Lady Luck
rejoined the trip. 

"This Victorian house
was filled," he said. "You
could not walk around
without knocking some-
thing over and it was
filled with every odd item
you can imagine. I went
from room to room and
towards the end I saw this
hat sitting on box. It was
an interesting looking
hat. I picked it up and it
was in very good condi-
tion, but tried it on and it
didn't quite fit."

As he was about to
walk away from the eye-
catching vintage head-
wear, a young woman
approached him in the
store and insisted he buy
the hat, so he produced
$30 for both the hat and
the box and headed to the
airport.

"There's something
amongst all these thou-
sands of  items that I was
just drawn to the hat to
begin with," he said. "I
like anything antique, but
especially a gentleman's
hat from that time period.
I have similar hat of
orange leather and it was
one of  the few items
[along with my wife's

wedding band and
Japanese dolls] that I sal-
vaged from my house that
burned down four years
ago."

This hat, however,
might now take pride of
place in this collection,
because with his $30 pur-
chase, Mr. Ameryoun got
farmore than he bar-
gained for. 

Upon arriving at the
airport with his luggage
and his latest purchases
in tow, he discovered that
the hatbox would not fit
into his suitcase. He went
to throw the box into the
trash, but true to airport
convenience, it wouldn't
fit into the bin either. The
only option was to rip the
box apart. As he began to
tear it apart, he was quick
to discover there was
more to the box than
meets the eye - a packet
from the Bank of
Shreveport.

"Right away when I
started to pick up the
envelope, something told
me there were valuables
in there," he said. "The
paper clip looks like it
hasn't been touched in
quite a while."

What was inside was
$1,300 worth of  $100 bills
dated from the early 1930s
to the mid 1960s, all in an
unmarked envelope from
the now-defunct financial
institution. 

"When I was sitting
down waiting for my
flight, I was trying to look
at the envelope and read
all the details and the
locations and just trying
to imagine where this
money might have come
from," he said. "I assumed
it came from a man
because it was a gentle-
man's hat. He may have

been taking his life sav-
ings and putting it a hat
box. He certainly didn't
tell anyone and my
assumption is when he
passed away, his next of
kin or his children sold all
his items. The interesting
thing is the hat and the
box stayed together and
they sat on the shelf. It
was just waiting for me to
come and pick it up.

"At the airport, I was in
a rush and I really had to
catch the flight. I thought
I might be late for my
flight, so I really wish I
had kept the box. I really
regret throwing that box
out. The other thing that
went through my mind
was a few minutes earlier
I was going to toss the box
in the trash with all this
money sitting in there and
that would have been the
end of  the story. 

"As soon as I looked at
the envelope before open-
ing it my heart skipped a
beat. I knew there was
something interesting
about this. As soon as I
saw the money, I thought
these things only happen

in the movies. "
Mr. Ameryoun is cur-

rently content to be the
latest custodian of  this
hat and its previous
owner's money. With
some of  the bills now
worth more than face
value, he said he is
unlikely to cash or sell
the rest, but one person
who is a bit richer out of
the deal was the woman
in the antiques store who
talked him into buying

the ill-fitting hat. She was
wired $300 out of  the
windfall. 

Although he concedes
it is probably a lost cause,
he would like to find out
more about its owner and
its journey from
Shreveport to Leesburg
and now to Aurora. The
first port of  call is the
millinery company,
Dobbs, which still thrives
in its New York City loca-
tion on Fifth Avenue. 

THE CURRENT LOCATION IS CLOSED FROM
 AUGUST 13TH TO AUGUST 25TH, FOR RENOVATIONS 

IN PREPARATION FOR OUR MOVE.
OUR YELLOW DONATION BIN “REMAINS OPEN” 
AND IS LOCATED IN THE CHURCH PARKING LOT 

NEXT TO THE “RECTORY BUILDING”. 
WE WELCOME YOUR DONATIONS.

“THE CLOTHES CLOSET”
IS MOVING….

OPERATED BY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH, WE PROVIDE AND 
SELL “GENTLY USED FAMILY CLOTHING, SHOES AND COATS”.

ALL STAFF ARE VOLUNTEERS AND  ANY MONIES MADE GO RIGHT BACK INTO 
HELPING THOSE IN NEED IN THE AURORA COMMUNITY.

COME TO OUR GRAND RE-OPENING:
MONDAY, AUGUST 27TH, 2012
FROM: 9 A.M. TO 11 A.M.

OUR NEW LOCATION IS:
TRINITY CHURCH, 79 VICTORIA ST., 

AURORA “LOWER LEVEL”

The Internet thrives on 
curating and sharing a rich 
variety of  content: videos, 
articles, pictures, presen-
tations, music and much, 
much more. 

Whole industries have 
sprouted for the creation, 
dissemination and tracking 
of  this content. 

Now a mobile revolution 
is starting to place this in ev-
erybody's hands – literally.

Before the internet, con-
tent was contained in silos 
on different types of  de-
vices. You watched video on 
your television, listened to 
music on a radio, and read 
articles in a newspaper or 
magazine. 

Mobile computing is rap-
idly destroying these silos. 
Content can be consumed 
and interacted with across 
platforms of  varying form. 
You can start reading an ar-
ticle on your PC, leave the 
house and pick it up on your 
smartphone or tablet. 

This notion of  content 
shifting started with the fun-
damental concept of  moving 
content from the PC to a mo-
bile device. The impact this 
had on the music industry 
was phenomenal.

The next battleground in 
this dawning era is the tele-
vision, a – if  not "the" – most 
passive way to consume me-

You (and me) Tubes
dia.

Back in the 
early 1990s 
Microsoft was 
unsuccessful 
in intersect-
ing the home 
c o m p u t e r 
and the tele-
vision with 
its Interac-
tiveTV proj-

ers have re-
strictive bun-
dling, and you 
have to pay for 
every extra. 
Most offer hun-
dreds of  chan-
nels and a stan-
dard cable box 
(with remote). 
You might have 
access to a lim-

network television conglom-
erates.  It is in the hands of  
developers.

What Apple, Google and 
others are doing is tearing 
down CableTV's future that 
nobody wanted, and replac-
ing it with the one that only 
makes sense.

When Aurora Cable In-
ternet was purchased by 
Rogers, I dropped my cable 
TV.  

Instead, I run a network 
of  media centres (some still 
on old x-box hardware) and 
augment this with an Over-
the- Air HD antenna.  I can 
connect and control every-
thing with my iOS (Apple 
device) and view different 
content on multiple screens 
seamlessly.

I don't just save my-
self  hundreds of  dollars a 
month, I save myself  head-
aches of  dealing with con-
tracts, billing, customer 
service and a multitude of  
single purpose hardware.  
I save myself  time and in-
crease my productivity by 
being able to shift my con-
tent on demand.  

Television, like every-
thing digital, is becoming 
more personal.

Out with the old tube, and 
in with the You-Tube, and 
Me-Tube.

Stay tuned.

ect.  10 years later, however, 
Microsoft's very successful 
X-Box gaming platform did 
just that.  Not its intended 
use, but once re-engineered 
by a large hacker commu-
nity, the X-box became a full-
fledged Media Centre.

Apple entered that space 
with their AppleTV product, 
a small set-top box which is 
suspected to be embedded 
into Apple-made screens 
shortly.

Another familiar name 
Google has announced is its 
“Fibre TV” initiative.  Locat-
ed initially in Kansas City, it 
should be interesting to see 
what kind of  game changer 
this becomes as it is a 180-de-
gree switch from CableTV's 
current business models.

Current cable TV provid-

ited library of  on-demand 
content, but that’s pretty 
much the extent of  perks for 
a basic TV service. If  you 
want the maximum number 
of  channels, you’ll have to 
pay more. If  you want HD 
quality video, you’ll have to 
pay for an upgraded cable 
box. And depending on the 
extent of  your TV show re-
cording behavior, there’s 
also a higher monthly rental 
charge for a cable box with 
DVR functionality. 

All of  this can cost up-
wards of  $100 to $200 per 
month, which doesn’t in-
clude the cost of  bundling a 
high-speed Internet service.  

This era of  passive tele-
vision is about to undergo 
a significant shift and the 
future is not in the hands of  
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ONE OF NORTH 
AMERICA’S largest fi-
nancial services compa-
nies is rapidly expanding 
in this area. If  you desire 
a dynamic career with 
excellent income poten-
tial, call Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

VINTAGE PAIR of  golden 
woven tweed bucket chairs 
from the early 1960s. 
Perfect for the yuppie! $150 
for the pair or best offer. 
Call 905-727-6497.

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD  
Maple Queen Anne Style 
buffet, great condition. 
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for sale 
as well. Call 905-727-6497.

MINESushi 125 Pedersen 
Dr. Aurora. Specialty 
Chef  $23h 40wk
ryank0729@gmail.com.
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Deadline: Sunday at 1 p.m., week of  publication 905-727-3300  Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

CAREER

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

JOB WANTED

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest 
financial services compa-
nies is rapidly expanding
in this area. If  you desire a
dynamic career with 
excellent income poten-
tial, call Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

Our        TownTownownown

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Next show time: 
Aug. 23rd.

7 p.m.

with Alison
Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

VINTAGE PAIR of  golden
woven tweed bucket chairs
from the early 1960s.
Perfect for the yuppie! $150
for the pair or best offer.
Call 905-727-6497.

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD
Maple Queen Anne style
buffet, great condition.
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for
sale as well. Call 905-727-
6497.

Advertise 
in THE AURORAN

Classifieds.

905-727-3300 
ext. 102

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

MINESushi. 125 Pedersen
Dr. Aurora. Specialty 
Chef  $23h 40wk.
ryanko729@gmail.com.

Advertise in 
The Auroran Classifieds 
905-727-3300 ext. 102

  
 
  
  


The Auroran Community Newspaper
15213 Yonge Street, Ste. #8
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1L8

The winner will be drawn from 
all the correct responses received. 

The promotion ends August 27, 2012

A random draw will be held 
at the newspaper’s office 
on August 28, 2012.

To participate, you must be 
19 years of age or older.

Write the number corresponding 
to each name in the space provided. 

Please drop off or mail the participation 
coupon in an envelope to: 

Play for 6 weeks 
for a chance to 

win $250*

Know Your Merchants Contest

Keep this participation coupon –you have six weeks to figure out all the names for the draw. 
Must be 19 years of age or older

STEVEN HO
Chinook 

ELISE DESJARDINS
T.H. Oliver 

RANDY WINSTONE
McAlpine

LINDA MAUNDER
Maunder’s Food Shop

SOPHI GEORGOPOULIS
Jonathan’s

DOUG ADAIR
Rec Sports

RAZ KHAMISSA 
Omars

BOB CLUBINE
Home Hardware 
LEE HURST
Hurst Bakery 

BRANDON PELUSO
Highland 

INGRID KULBACH
fraktals Chocolates

STEVE DAVIES
Harvest Meats 

CHRIS ISSARIS
T.C’s Restaurant

FARZIN ANSARI
Play It Again Sports
WILLIAM YANG
Bonsai Hill 

DIANA BLANK
Happy Hearing 

PETER VIRTANEN
State Farm

DAMIR VRANCIC
Vrancic Law

BRIAN NORTH
Ellis Studios

ALFREDO TAMBURINI
A & F Hair 

DAVID MINTZ
Edward Street 

LENARD LIND
L.H. Lind Realty Ltd.

HOWIE BERMAN
Crystal White Cleaners

LISA OLIVER
Maid To Shine

Can you
identify 
any of
these 
people?
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REWARD for missing
young black cat. Near 
Rotary Park Kennedy
/Gurnett. 905-727-9677.
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CAREER

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

JOB WANTED

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest 
financial services compa-
nies is rapidly expanding
in this area. If  you desire a
dynamic career with 
excellent income poten-
tial, call Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

Our        TownTownownown

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Next show time: 
Aug. 23rd.

7 p.m.

with Alison
Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

VINTAGE PAIR of  golden
woven tweed bucket chairs
from the early 1960s.
Perfect for the yuppie! $150
for the pair or best offer.
Call 905-727-6497.

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD
Maple Queen Anne style
buffet, great condition.
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for
sale as well. Call 905-727-
6497.

Advertise 
in THE AURORAN

Classifieds.

905-727-3300 
ext. 102

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

MINESushi. 125 Pedersen
Dr. Aurora. Specialty 
Chef  $23h 40wk.
ryanko729@gmail.com.

Advertise in 
The Auroran Classifieds 
905-727-3300 ext. 102

  
 
  
  


The Auroran Community Newspaper
15213 Yonge Street, Ste. #8
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1L8

The winner will be drawn from 
all the correct responses received. 

The promotion ends August 27, 2012

A random draw will be held 
at the newspaper’s office 
on August 28, 2012.

To participate, you must be 
19 years of age or older.

Write the number corresponding 
to each name in the space provided. 

Please drop off or mail the participation 
coupon in an envelope to: 

Play for 6 weeks 
for a chance to 

win $250*

Know Your Merchants Contest

Keep this participation coupon –you have six weeks to figure out all the names for the draw. 
Must be 19 years of age or older
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RANDY WINSTONE
McAlpine

LINDA MAUNDER
Maunder’s Food Shop
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Jonathan’s

DOUG ADAIR
Rec Sports

RAZ KHAMISSA 
Omars

BOB CLUBINE
Home Hardware 
LEE HURST
Hurst Bakery 

BRANDON PELUSO
Highland 

INGRID KULBACH
fraktals Chocolates

STEVE DAVIES
Harvest Meats 

CHRIS ISSARIS
T.C’s Restaurant

FARZIN ANSARI
Play It Again Sports
WILLIAM YANG
Bonsai Hill 

DIANA BLANK
Happy Hearing 

PETER VIRTANEN
State Farm

DAMIR VRANCIC
Vrancic Law

BRIAN NORTH
Ellis Studios

ALFREDO TAMBURINI
A & F Hair 

DAVID MINTZ
Edward Street 

LENARD LIND
L.H. Lind Realty Ltd.

HOWIE BERMAN
Crystal White Cleaners

LISA OLIVER
Maid To Shine

Can you
identify 
any of
these 
people?

11 22 33 44 55 66
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1313 1414 1515 1616 1717 1818

1919 2020 2121 2222 2323 2424

REWARD for missing
young black cat. Near 
Rotary Park Kennedy
/Gurnett. 905-727-9677.
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Deadline: Sunday at 1 p.m., 
week of  publication

Call 905-727-3300 Monday to Friday, 
5 a.m. - 5 p.m.

CAREER

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

COMING EVENTS

THE AURORAN, Week of May 1, 2012 - 21

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).
Got something to sell or advertise? 

Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

CAREER

INCOME TAX

HELP WANTED

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest financial
services companies is rapidly
expanding in this area. If you
desire a dynamic career with
excellent income potential, call
Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
4767.

TAX PREPARATION Personal &
Small Business. Local Pick U p
&  D e l i v e r y  647-808-3331

Our        Town

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

WEEKLY SHOW
with Alison

Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

theauroran.com
POLL-VOTE

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.

12 %
YES

82 %
NO

5 %
DON’T KNOW

(7) (47)

.4 .3.3

(3)

Aurora Council recently decided not to grant a
request from the Aurora Jazz+ Festival to waive

$1,300 in park fees for their four day use of Town
Park during the annual summer festival.

Should the Town of Aurora reconsider their
decision and waive the $1,300 park fees for the

Aurora Jazz+ Festival?
1) Yes    2) No
3) Don't Know

To share your reasons why, please send 
your thoughts to letters@auroran.com.

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.
905773-8033
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NEW

CURRENT POLL RESULTS

If you have an idea for a show, questions, 
comments, would like to be a guest on OUR TOWN 

or host OUR TOWN at your place of business please call, 
Cynthia 905-751-6013. 

Guests and locations must 
be booked a minimum 3 weeks before the show. 

A NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

IN AURORA
requires an Administrative Assistant
for a very busy office. This is a chal-
lenging position for a person with
database, web site and social media
experience as well as excellent verbal
and written skills. The person must
take pride in their work, as a high
level of accuracy is essential and  have
a professional and positive attitude.
The position will be part-time initial-
ly, moving to full-time after three
months. Applications must include a
cover letter and resume as well as
salary expectations.

Apply before Friday, May 11, 2012 to: 

employment@aow.ca

BUSINESS SERVICES

NOTICE OF LIEN
Notice of Lien Sale

The personal property, household goods, and contents of the
following rental spaces will be sold for cash or otherwise dis-
posed of to satisfy rental liens for unpaid rent in accordance
with Ontario Statutes Chapter R25 and our lease agreement
on May 10, 2012 at 10am sharp, at Northern Self Storage,
Aurora. Unit Number: E15, H22, A59, F01, D09, G06

from their families, friends, and co-workers. CCFC
invests these funds into research into the causes, cures
and treatments for Crohn's disease and ulcerative coli-
tis. For more information, visit www.gutsywalk.ca, or to
find out more information about CCFC visit
www.ccfc.ca.

FRIDAY, JUNE 15
Classical Pianist Oleg Samokhin will hold a piano

recital tonight at 7.30 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre
(22 Church Street). The program will include music by
Liszt, Ravel, Skryabin, and Prokofiev. Tickets for adults
are $30 and $25 for seniors and students. For more
information, call 905-604-6292 or email waofmu-
sic@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, JUNE 16
The Aurora Historical Society hosts Then and Now:

Fashion Show & Strawberry Tea - an intimate fashion
show with a fresh twist: Victorian era fashions will be pre-
sented alongside their modern counterparts.  It will be
held this afternoon from 1 - 4 p.m. With an outdoor run-
way situated in the beautiful grounds at Hillary House,
elegant tablescapes with a vintage feel and a strawber-
ry tea sure to delight the senses, guests are guaranteed
a relaxing afternoon filled with fashion and beauty.
Silent auction and unique raffle. Tickets $40 for AHS
members or $45 per person; groups of 6 may book a
table. Limited seating. Please phone 905-727-8991 or
visit www.aurorahistoricalsociety.ca for more informa-
tion.

SATURDAY, JULY 14
The Humber River Shakespeare Company presents

Macbeth tonight at Town Park. The performance gets
under way at 7 p.m. Suggested donation is $15, but
admission is pay what you can at the park. Bring your
friends, your family, a picnic, and a blanket and witness
swords clashing, witches enchanting, madness and
mystery entwining, and war drums pulsing! For more
information visit humberrivershakespeare.ca or call 416-
209-2026.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
The Doane House Hospice will hold its third annual

Unique Craft and Gift Show today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Newmarket Community Centre (200 Doug
Duncan Drive, Newmarket). For more information, call
905-967-0259.

CONTINUING
The Aurora Probus Club meets every second

Wednesday of the month (except July and August) at
the Aurora Legion. Memberships consist of retired and
semi-retired PROfessional and BUSiness people, hence
the name Probus. It is a fun fellowship with well-chosen
speakers. New memberships are welcome. For more
information call Marilyn Munslow at 905-727-9344 or
Bob Saunders at 905-841-3558.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society is

always looking for new members of all ages. Monthly
meetings with guest speakers are held on the fourth
Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. (youth meet at 6
p.m.) at the Royal Canadian legion in Aurora. For more
Information call Cindy at 905-713-6660.

* * * * 
York Regional Police Venturers have openings for

boys and girls aged 14 to 17. Police Venturers meet
every Wednesday night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 240
Prospect Street, 1 District police station community
room. This is a joint program between York Regional
Police and Scouts Canada. There is a Scouts Canada
membership fee. Service uniforms are provided. High
school students can earn community service hours
through the program. If interested visit a meeting. For
further information visit York Regional Police volunteer
website or contact volunteers@yrp.ca.

* * * * 
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located at

44 Metcalfe Streeet, Aurora, is the local source for gen-
tly used women's, children's and men's clothing. All
monies raised are used to support the needy of Aurora,
since it goes directly to the "Welcoming Arms" Ministry.
Open weekday mornings, 9.30 a.m., to 11.30 a.m. and
Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. The  Bag Sale
happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To

Grandmothers group, meets monthly to raise aware-
ness, generate funds and lobby on behalf of the grand-
mother care-givers in AIDS-ravaged Africa.  For more
information call Kay at 905-841-9318 or Joan at 905-
727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St.

Andrew's Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria and
Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon meets every Tuesday at 8 p.m.
at the Aurora United Church on Yonge Street.  For more
information go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on

the fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North.
Visitors are welcome for only $2. For more information
call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a capel-

la Sweet Adelines chorus, a group of women who gath-
er Tuesday evenings at the Old Fire Hall, Newmarket, to
sing, share in the harmony of friendship and learn the
barbershop art form. York Highlands is always looking
for new women who share the love of a capella music.
Call Karen at 905-726-2113 or e-mail Vikki at informa-

tion@yorkhighlands.com.
* * * *

The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-
Newmarket's award winning chorus, is looking for male
singers. The group meets every Wednesday from 7 p.m.
to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire Hall, 140 Main Street South, in
Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first

Wednesday of each month at the Aurora Legion. New
members are welcome. Call 905-727-5012 for more
information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions, have moved to their new meeting

place at the Aurora Legion in the Coulson Hall where
they have three meetings per month. The second
Monday of the month is the dinner meeting at 7 p.m., the
third Tuesday is the business meeting at 7.30 p.m. and
the fourth Monday is a dinner meeting at 7 p.m. The club
is welcoming people to come out to the meetings to see
what the Aurora Lions are all about and consider joining
the Lions and reach out to the community in many
events. For further details go to their website at
www.auroralionscanada.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday night

at Gabriel's Restaurant on Yonge Street. New members
are welcome. For further information, go to their website
at www.rotaryaurora.com

* * * *
Meet for lunch and a sense of community at

Martha's Table, based in St. Andrew's Hall at Aurora's
Presbyterian Church. The thriving, volunteer-run pro-
gram reopens September 1. Lunch, featuring soup,
sandwiches, and dessert, is offered between 11.30 a.m.
and 1.30 p.m. Net receipts go to local charities. The hall
is on the corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for

new members. You do not have to be a police officer nor
are you required to read music to volunteer. The group
rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30
p.m. For further information, contact the chorus supervi-
sor at 905-727-9676 or the co-ordinator of volunteer
services for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora's Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at

Cardinal Carter School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and
offer a program for 12 years and older boys and girls.

* * * *
Queen's York Rangers Army cadet corps has open-

ings for boys and girls aged 12 to 18. The group parades
every Friday night between 7 and 9 p.m. There is no
membership fee and those in high school can earn com-
munity service hours through the program. For further

information, call 905-726-8600.
* * * *

Aurora Opera Children's Chorus welcomes treble
voices. It is a choir dedicated to nurturing and providing
opportunities for children to express their musical abili-
ties. The chorus is open to boys and girls ages 5-17.
Contact the general director at keepsing-
ing@rogers.com.

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is

looking for volunteers to assist with the activities in its
Adult Day Program. The positions call for a commitment
of a few hours a week at its Aurora location. Various
times are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer

Club for boys and girls, age three to Grade 4 and the
Junior High Club for boys and girls, Grades 5 to 8, will
be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390
Industrial Parkway South. For more information call 905-
841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at

the Community Bible Church on Bathurst Street just
south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more infor-
mation e-mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoffmann@sympatico.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Friday mornings  at St.

Andrews' Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m.
No partners are needed and beginners are welcome.
For more information, call Agnes at 905-841-2747.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148

meets the first and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m.
at 15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington. For more
information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday

of each month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley
Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday

each month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee
Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or
905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at

Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the
Aurora Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds

monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of
speakers. Contact Beverley Varcoe at 905-953-9709.

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 

CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for mature individuals to join our 
friendly team. 2 positions available. 

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings
Drivers needed but not manditory.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

From page 2

Looking for mature individuals to join our
friendly team. 2 positions available.

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings.
Drivers needed with own vehicle. Kilometers paid.

tage Loan Fund and a Des-
ignated Heritage Property 
Grant Program. The first 
allows the Town to grant 
property owners loans for 
specific projects such as 
repairs to specific struc-
tural or architectural ele-
ments if  “it relates to and 
affects the integrity of  the 
heritage character of  the 
exterior of  the building.” 
It also covers the reloca-
tion of  heritage buildings.

Grants could also be pro-
vided on a cost-sharing ba-
sis, she added.

“There are no direct fi-

Continued from Page 14

Preserving heritage properties
nancial implications asso-
ciated with amending the 
property standards bylaw,” 
said Ms. van Leeuwen. 
“There are, however, indi-
rect costs being increased 
staff  resources required in 
the drafting of  the bylaw 
and the administration 
and enforcement of  the 
bylaw. Enforcement of  the 
bylaw would be complaint 
driven and there may be 
additional review required 
by Planning Services De-
partment to ensure the 
proposed repair is in keep-
ing with the defined heri-
tage attributes.”

By Brock Weir

Local bloggers Bill Hogg 
and Richard Johnson, as 
well as former mayor Phyl-
lis Morris are awaiting a 
decision from the Ontario 
courts regarding a cost 
claim the two men have 
brought against the for-
mer mayor.

The claim is the result 
of  costs incurred by Mr. 
Hogg and Mr. Johnson as 
a result of  Ms. Morris’ 
aborted $6 million lawsuit 
defamation lawsuit against 
them, among others. Argu-
ments in the cost hearing 
wrapped up on June 17. 

As The Auroran report-
ed the following week, the 
hearing was the finale of  
arguments which began 
on April 26. On that day, 
it was Ms. Morris’ side to 
have their say following 
the springtime arguments 
on behalf  of  Hogg and 
Johnson by lawyer Jordan 
Goldblatt.

The two men seek ap-
proximately $38,000 in costs 
resulting from the case Ms. 
Morris brought against 
the two men, among oth-
ers, over allegedly defama-
tory comments made on 
the Aurora Citizen blog. 
Ms. Morris claimed in her 
since-discontinued lawsuit 
that the two, as well as 
Elizabeth Bishenden who 
settled privately with Ms. 
Morris, had information 
which could lead to the 
identification of  anony-
mous posters on the blog 
which Ms. Morris alleged 
defamed her.

The lawsuit was 
launched in October 2010, 
following Council’s ap-

proval to “take any and all 
actions to bring a resolu-
tion in this matter” in the 
early hours of  September 
15 of  that year.

In his arguments, Ken 
Clark, the lawyer for Ms. 
Morris claimed the “mo-
tion showed the unani-
mous resolution [of  Coun-
cil] which approved the 
defamation lawsuit” to 
protect her defamation as 
Mayor.

Not so, said Mr. Goldb-
latt.

“That’s not actually a 
complete answer,” said Mr. 
Goldblatt citing an article 
in The Auroran which re-
ported on the evolution 
of  the case. The article in 
question outlined the fact 
neither Councillor Evelyn 
Buck nor former council-
lor Alison Collins-Mrakas 
participated in the closed 
session meeting which 
led to the resolution, and 
how then-councillor Bob 
McRoberts reconsidered 
his initial decision and 
joined the other two in vot-
ing against the motion.

“That is hearsay in 
the newspaper,” said Mr. 
Clark. “I don’t know how 
truthful [it] is.” In my ex-
perience the Town min-
utes that were approved. 
I don’t disagree that they 
probably were not there, 
but I’m not sure about the 
other stuff.”

Following closed ses-
sion meeting which led to 
the motion being passed 
by those participating in 
the meeting, the minutes 
of  the proceedings came 
up for review at the Sep-
tember 28, 2010 meeting of  
Council. It was there that 

Mr. McRoberts made his 
reconsideration of  the mo-
tion public.

“I would like to state that 
first, upon reflection, I no 
longer support the item re-
ported out from closed ses-
sion,” said Mr. McRoberts 
at the meeting, comments 
which he later followed 
up with a statement to the 
press.

“I said into the micro-
phone and on camera, 
‘Upon reflection, I no lon-
ger support the item re-
ported out from closed ses-
sion.’ I did not get into my 
reasons and no one ques-
tioned my statement either 
during or after the meet-
ing. I also did not support 
the minutes of  September 
14 for a bunch of  reasons, 
this being one of  them.

“Without getting into 
the details of  the closed 
session, after the meeting I 
had an opportunity to clari-
fy some of  the information 
that was presented at the 
meeting. What I learned 
after the fact wasn’t quite 
what I recalled hearing 
at the meeting. Basically, 
upon much reflection, I 
changed my opinion and 
my support.”

Municipal minutes are 
recorded without comment 
so Mr. McRoberts words 
are not in this official re-
cord. Audio and video re-
cords, however, are kept 
for posterity.

Ms. Collins-Mrakas too 
made her feelings known 
to the public in a open let-
ter to Aurora residents 
which was published in 
the October 19, 2010 editi-
tion of  The Auroran. In 
her letter, she rejected the 

argument that Council vot-
ed “unanimously” to sup-
port Ms. Morris’ lawsuit 
with taxpayer dollars. 

“This has caused con-
siderable concern and 
outrage,” wrote Ms. Col-
lins-Mrakas. “I have been 
contacted by a number 
of  residents who have ex-
pressed their disgust at 
the actions of  Council. 
Neither I nor Councillor 
Buck participated in the 
discussion, debate or vote 
on this motion. Speaking 
only for myself, I felt that 
the matter was not Town 

Revisiting Council’s “unanimous” approval for lawsuit

By Wendy Soloduik

Thanks to a recent grant 
from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation (OTF), Auro-
ra’s Windfall Energy Proj-
ect is expanding.

Windfall was amongst 
the 27 not-for-profit and 
charitable organizations 
across York and Simcoe 
Regions to be awarded a 
Community grant in 2012. 
They were given $159,000.

The funds will be used to 
offset the salary of  a full-
time staff  member, whose 
responsibilities include ex-
panding the organization's 
social media program and 
running the company’s 
solar panel installation 
business. The grant will 
also be used to purchase 
an electric vehicle to pro-
mote renewable energy 
and green infrastructure 

Trillium Foundation supports 
Windfall, Community Band

Buy a cone for a kid
next week

developed by youth, for 
youth; and the Aurora 
Community Band was 
given $15,500 to create op-
portunities for Aurora 
residents to enjoy band 
music, both as players and 
listeners, by establishing 
a new, inter-generational 
concert band. Funding 
will support a part-time 
music director, rehearsal 
hall rental fees and new in-
struments and music. The 
band will perform at con-
certs, Town events and fes-
tivals around York Region.

business and thus I did not 
participate. In my opinion, 
the matter is clearly a per-
sonal one and had no busi-
ness being on the Town 
agenda. 

“Further, when the min-
utes of  the meeting of  Sep-
tember 14th (the meeting 
at which the motion was 
passed), were brought for-
ward for ratification on 
September 28th, Council-
lors McRoberts, Buck and 
I all voted against them to 
demonstrate our disavowal 
of  the motion.”

She went on to state 

that the remaining five 
councilors of  the day vot-
ing in favour of  a lawsuit 
to allow Ms. Morris to sue 
three citizens for $6 mil-
lion was “an outrageous 
and disgraceful misuse of  
taxpayer dollars.”

“I have no issue with a 
person defending his or 
her reputation,” she wrote. 
“I do take issue with the 
use of  public money to do 
so.”

The Master has reserved 
his decision on Mr. Hogg 
and Mr. Johnson’s costs. 
He has up to 50 days to ren-
der his verdict. 

development.
Two other organizations 

in York Region were also 
approved for OTF grants.

The Association des 
francophones de la région 
de York Inc., was given 
$128,000 to increase youth 
participation and leader-
ship in Francophone cul-
tural activities by hiring 
a full-time youth activity 
coordinator in York. The 
coordinator will engage 
students in both French-
language and French im-
mersion schools by sup-
porting cultural projects 

By Brock Weir

We all scream for ice 
cream, but you might want 
to scream a little louder 
next week because your 
cones could help kids in 
need.

Next Saturday, August 
25, Marble Slab Creamery 
will donate $1 from every 
purchase to Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of  Canada’s 
mentorship programs na-
tion-wide on its Cones for 
Kids Day.

“Kids and ice cream are 
the essence of  summer,” 
said Cam Inglis, President 
of  Marble Slab Cream-
ery in a statement. “This 
is the fifth year we have 
partnered with Big Broth-

ers Big Sisters, and we are 
very proud to support such 
a dynamic and important 
organization.

August 25, however, 
won’t be your only oppor-
tunity to make a contribu-
tion in exchange for some 
cool treats. From Friday 
August 24 through Mon-
day, September 3, $1 dona-
tions can also be made by 
customers. For your buck, 
you not only contribute to 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
but also have your name 
displayed on a paper cone, 
decorating a wall of  the 
store.

Marble Slab is located 
in the Smart Centres (Wal-
mart) Plaza at 83 First 
Commerce Drive (Welling-
ton and Highway 404).
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Not everyone 
needs your services all the time, 

but, it you want to be there 
when they do...
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CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 
Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S
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Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

HOME RENO PLUS

905.235.7357

Any Projects Big or Small 1 Call, 
We Do It All! 

Basements ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Painting, Flooring, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Drywall Taping, Framing, Additions, Enclosures, 
Tiling, Chimney & Masonry, Decks, 

fences, brick repalcement














905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES  
Licensed, insured 25 years exp. 

Plumber 
Joe

416-568-6928
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Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca
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Radiant health, 
& inner peace.
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• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.















MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

Keller Williams 
Realty Centres, Brokerage  

     
   

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

     

 
    

   

 

Independently Owned and Operated

Don't delay - call Linda today!

Townhome 
Listings 
Needed! 

Selling? 
Qualified buyers ready 
to negotiate right now! 
Get SOLD and move up!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ Office: 905-895-5972 x 816

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

+

BOOST YOUR ENERGY!
IMPROVE MENTAL CLARITY!

ACHIEVE YOUR HEALTHY
WEIGHT!

IT’S EASY - SAFE - NATURAL
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO PERSONALIZE 
A PROGRAM THAT IS JUST RIGHT FOR YOU CALL

KRISTINA (289) 234-9484

TAKE CHARGE OF
YOUR HEALTH 

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insured / est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work Mike
THE WOODWORKER

* Kitchens
* Libraries

* Doors

705-305-7572
woodwork.magic@gmail.com

www.healingcurrent.com 
or call 647.678.0742

Did you know that your energy field
is affected by all that you experience?

Try ENERGY HEALING 
or FOOT REFLEXOLOGY!

See Christina at Alternative Physiotherapy

REDUCE STRESS
REDUCE ILLNESS

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs
49$ *

NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*
*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)

www.transitauto.ca
or FREE

1-877-STONE-13
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We’ve Moved! 
Brand New 5800 Sq. Ft. Facility
Grand Opening
Everyone Welcome!
Tuesday August 14th from 5–8pm
5 Vata Crt., Unit 1 & 2, Aurora
905-713-0555
studio@northernlightsdance.com
www.northernlightsdance.com

Winner of Top Studio!
• Competitive & Recreational Classes
• Annual Recital & Summer Camps
• 3 Studios With Ample 

Viewing Windows
• Mommy & Me Classes,

from 4 months
• Award Winning Competitive Team
• ADAPT Syllabus Examinations Available

BALLET | JAZZ | TAP | ACROBATICS | MODERN | HIP HOP 
LYRICAL | MUSICAL THEATRE | NOW OFFERING ZUMBA!

Register online, 
by phone or 

in person on 
August 22, 23, 29, 30

& September 5 & 6
from 3–8pm.

By Brock Weir

Aurora resident Armin 
Kluge begins his cycling 
trek from Aurora to Halifax 
on Thursday.

As The Auroran reported 
last week, Mr. Kluge is em-
barking on the final leg of  
his cross-country journey to 
raise awareness of  and funds 
for education programs in 
Cambodia, particularly the 
school he helped found with 
friends from his native Ger-
many. 

Taking a break from 
his training last week, Mr. 
Kluge told The Auroran that 
it has been “overwhelming” 
to be on the ground and see 
the fruits of  his labour when 
it comes to the Cambodian 
school. While he said when 
he was approached by his 
friend in the early days of  
the program to help out, he 
couldn’t help financially but 
provided assistance in other 

Kluge’s mission for Cambodian education resumes this week

ways. Each year, Mr. Kluge 
goes back to the south-Asian 
country to see their work 
in action, and gives educa-
tors and other supporters a 
hand up rather than a hand-
out to keep the school mov-
ing along. Indeed, it is this 
philosophy of  providing a 
hand-up that has set the tone 
for the entire education mis-
sion.

“I am always mindful that 
whatever I do and whatever 
we do, we don’t make these 
people dependent on hand-
outs,” he said. “We don’t give 
them handouts, but what we 
give them is the opportunity 
to learn and make better 
choices through education. 
That has to be understood. 
There are so, so many orga-
nizations in Cambodia that 
pour their money in there. 
They do many, many things 
and I am sure it is all good, 
but we want to ultimately 

make sure it is these people 
that make the choice and 
make a better life for them-
selves.

“Ultimately, [one day] 

we’re going to be gone and 
these people need to run 
their own lives.”

Attending the school 
each year, on their arrival 
Mr. Kluge said they are 
greeted with an “unbeliev-
able” reception of  running 
and jumping children who 
want to get a tangible feel of  
their benefactors. The same 
“heartwarming” scene is 
re-enacted at the end of  the 
day. There are currently 
17 children in attendance 
at the school getting their 
education from monks from 
a nearby temple and other 
volunteers. Local people, 
he said, are a great help in 
keeping things running. 

As the school continues 
to innovate – the school re-
cently received a solar panel 
installation to provide the 
students with limited elec-
tricity, the only school in its 
district to have it, and they 
are also embarking on new 
areas of  study.

“My major project right 
now is an agricultural school 
we’re building together with 
the community,” said Mr. 
Kluge. “Cambodia, being 
primarily an agricultural 
country, needs the latest 
information about sustain-
able agriculture, and that is 
not what we do here in this 
county and in the United 
States. There is monoculture 
and this is not sustainable.”

What currently sets this 
school apart from the oth-
ers is their programming, 
which includes sewing class-
es, aimed at helping young 
women take hold of  the op-
portunities to have their own 
businesses in the burgeon-
ing Cambodian textile indus-

tries, as well as carpentry to 
provide students with the 
skills to set out on their own. 
There is also an emphasis on 
the arts, not just focusing on 
maths, Khmer, English, and 
core subjects. 

“My mission is to increase 
or raise the awareness of  the 
importance of  education,” 
said Mr. Kluge. “Believe me, 
there is evidence all over 
that this is working.”

This is a message Mr. 
Kluge has almost taken from 
coast to coast. Beginning 
from the first kernels of  an 
idea on an Arctic kayaking 
trip, Mr. Kluge made his the 
first leg of  his cross country 
cycling trip in 2010, riding 
from Kenora, on Ontario’s 
border with Manitoba 
through to Southern Ontar-
io. The second leg, with the 
wind at his back, was from 
British Columbia to Kenora. 

While preparing for the 
first leg of  the trip, Mr. Kluge 
concedes that lingering 
doubts on whether he would 
be able to pull it off  cropped 
up from time to time, but he 
pressed through. 

“It’s the old saying that 
if  you fail to plan, you plan 
to fail,” he said, noting that 
with each leg – and indeed 
each day – lessons both men-
tal and physical have culmi-
nated in this final run. 

“It’s a bit more of  a rou-
tine now,” he said. “I want to 
be a little realistic; one nev-
er knows what lies ahead. 
There are still going to be 
little ups and downs from 
here to Ottawa. It is a little 
bit more densely populated, 
so I think I have less of  a 
challenge to fight overnight 

stays.”
This time, he’s planning 

on getting his accommoda-
tion through Couch Surfing, 
the online travelling com-
munity where people put up 
fellow travellers for the night 
in their home. It’s great, he 
said, for people travelling on 
a limited budget. He’s plan-
ning this trip for four weeks, 
with a few extra days being 
kept in his back pocket just 
in case. 

Although he takes off  this 
week, in the lead up to it he 
was keeping busy and keep-
ing his legs warmed up with 
regular bike training and 
through daily yoga practice. 
This man is so active that 
through a regular conver-
sation, he throws out state-
ments like, “I was practicing 
the high jump the other day, 
and...” almost as an after-
thought with little further 
explanation necessary!

Mr. Kluge is a vegetar-
ian by choice and he under-
scores the importance he 
places on personal physical 
fitness. He learned the les-
son the hard way when in 
the early days of  his training 
he did not keep adequately 
hydrated and paid the price. 
Now, he stops every hour or 
20 kilometres for water and 
stretching.

“Listening to my body is 
important,” he said. “I’m not 
25 or 30 years old. That win-
dow of  tolerance gets a little 
smaller when we get a little 
bit older.”

To track Mr. Kluge’s prog-
ress from Aurora to the Mar-
itimes, or to make a donation 
to his campaign, visit www.
helpcambodianschool.org.

Aurora’s Armin Kluge, pictured (left) ready for his trip and (right) as a civilian is get-
ting in some last minute preparation before he begins his cycling trek to Halifax 
this week. His mission is in aid of a Cambodian school which he co-founded.

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Deciding fate of Hydro money is more than a simple vote
By Brock Weir

While Town staff  prepare a fall education cam-
paign over the summer on what options are avail-
able for the $33 million in Aurora’s Hydro Fund,
deciding on the results of  a public survey isn’t as
simple as coming to a decision on popular opin-
ion.

In 2006, when the Council of  the day sold
Aurora Hydro, Councillors bound themselves and
future Councils in a series of  stringent conditions
on how the money can be spent. 

As things stand now, any decision on what to do
with the money will require the approval of  two
thirds of  the entire Council. Under the bylaw, this
is interpreted to mean that all members are pres-
ent in the Council chamber at the time of  the vote.
If  not, it is deferred until the next time every
Councillor is in his or her seat. If  that doesn’t
happen for three consecutive meetings, the num-
ber of  Councillors needed to reach 100 per cent
drops by one.

According to a report released by Town
Treasurer Dan Elliott in advance of  this month’s
Council meeting where Councillors voted to go
ahead with an education plan, this restriction
presents its own set of  problems to the Council of
2012 and has suggested a number of  changes
which will, if  his recommendations are accepted,
be debated in September. 

Not only does the existing bylaw only cover the
initial amount garnered from the sale and not the
substantial interest that has accrued since then,
but the voting itself  presents its own headaches.

“The restrictive vote rule indirectly gives uni-
lateral veto power to any one member on the pro-
posal near the time of  the vote, as any one mem-
ber only need to back away from the table or leave
the room just prior to calling the vote,” said Mr.
Elliott. “Should this occur, procedurally the vote
would not be able to be taken for three such meet-
ings. Subsequent to the first three meetings where
the allocation is intended to be voted upon, the
veto power moves to any two members who choose
to leave the table prior to the actual vote being
taken. There is no limit as to how long the veto
power rests with any two persons on the matter. 

“Clearly the restrictive voting rule as currently
adopted has the potential to impair the progress of
Council in making decisions in the best interest of
the community. Despite the restrictive voting rule,
the 30 days public notice must still be given.” 

Suggested ways to “clean up” this issue include
repealing the rule and replace it to require the
approval of  2/3 of  the members present, replace it
with a simple majority vote, or go their own way
in determining how to vote. Any changes, added
Mr. Elliott, would be a matter of  a simple majori-

ty vote of  this Council. 
“A reserve fund bylaw is standard municipal

practice, and for the larger Aurora Hydro Sale
Investment Fund, such a bylaw was previously
resolved to be adopted, but was never presented
for adoption,” said Mr. Elliott. “Consolidating into
reserve fund bylaws the past decisions of  Council
which took place over a number of  months or
years will serve to clarify for all members of
Council and the public the final intentions of
Council for the purposes and processes for alloca-
tion of  the hydro sale proceeds. 

“This will serve all parties well as the commu-
nity and Council contemplate possible community
projects as we prepare for public consultations on
various proposed uses.”





 

into place. Also key: sur-
rounding yourself  with 
the right people.

“Not only good people, 
but people who are focused 
on the job at hand who 
enjoy working with one 
another and who want to 
have fun,” he said. “There 
are enough great projects 
around that you can af-
ford to do that.”

The two projects prob-
ably closest to his heart 
are the Community Safety 

Village in Whitchurch-
Stouffville, which he 
helped create, and now 
Belinda’s Place.

“To think that in York 
Region there is no place 
for single homeless wom-
en is just a disgrace and 
we need to change that,” 
he said. “What you love 
years from now is when 
you drive down and look 
at a place to think you 
have played some role in 
it. That’s pretty cool.”

Continued from Page 8
Second Medal for Hinder

By Brock Weir

The Emerald Ash Bor-
er is here, so you might 
be asking just what you 
can do to protect ash 
trees on your property 
and prevent the spread. 

The beetle was first 
reported in York Region 
in 2008 and larvae feed 
under the tree bark, 
cutting off  the flow of  
water and nutrients 
within the tree, accord-
ing to the Region. 

The Region provides 
the following tips to 
identify and protect 
against the bright green 
beetle:

“Once a tree shows  
sign of  infestation, 
tree decline is already 
well underway,” said 
the Region. “Residents 
are strongly advised to 
contact a tree care pro-
fessional for informa-
tion and to determine a 
course of  action.”

The first signs of  in-
festation are loss of  
green colour in upper-
most leaves, the loss of  
leaves at the top of  the 
tree, increased wood-
pecker activity, mul-
tiple stem shoots, and 
D-shaped exit holes. 

Tips for protecting ex-
isting trees and slowing 
the spread include look-
ing into pesticides such 
as TreeAzin to prevent 
ash tree damage, which 
is injected into the tree 
every two years by a li-
censed individual. 

“This pesticide poses 
little risk to people, pets 
or wildlife and degrades 
naturally,” said the Re-
gion. “Ash trees which 
are larger, still healthy, 
and structurally sound 
are the best candidates 
for treatment.

“Residents can help 
slow the spread of  EAB 
by not moving wood, in-
cluding nursery stock, 
firewood and wood 
chips.”

This was advice 
which college student 
Emily Johnston recent-

How you can protect your ash trees 
and stop the spread

ly shared with The Au-
roran. As we reported 
last week, Ms. Johnston 
is continuing her tour 
of  local nurseries and 
greenhouses looking 
for invasive species be-
ing sold as garden and 
yard plants. One of  the 
most prevalent pests, 
she said, was the Nor-
way Maple. 

The trees, says Ms. 
Johnston, have pro-
lific reproduction sys-
tems so they are easily 
spread and grow in dis-
turbed areas. Once set-
tled, they outcompete 
for food and habitat 
with native species. 

“They’re not so much 
a problem with, say, 
the Town or street 
trees because they are 
most commonly plant-
ed because they grow 
fast and offer a lot of  
shade,” she says. “It is 
when they are near a 
water system that they 
become a problem when 
their seeds float down-
stream. This is definite-
ly a factor – they don’t 
necessarily travel too 
far by wind.”

But invasive species 
such as the emerald 
ash borer can travel if  
infested wood is moved 
from place to place. In 
this vein, she too rec-
ommends keeping wood 
in its proper location to 
minimise risk.

“If  you are going 
camping and having 
a camp fire, any time 
you’re using wood to 
burn, just buy it in the 
area where you are go-
ing to be burning it so 
that it isn’t necessarily 
spreading [the Borer],” 
she said. “When you 
buy your wood, you 
don’t know whether it 
has been infected, so 
we [urge] people not 
to move wood out of  
the same district from 
where it has been pur-
chased.”

“We encourage them 

to leave that firewood 
and use it at home and 
use the wood that is 
provided on the camp-
ground. That way we 
can reduce the spread.”

Seniors Day was marked at the Aurora Farmers’ Market on Saturday with a perfor-
mance from the Aurora Seniors’ Association’s Square Dance Group, pictured above 
at the Town Park Band Shell.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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