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By Brock Weir

Quality of  jobs which could come in a new commercial 
development once again dominated the conversation when Council
took another crack at approving a proposed development from
Smart Centres in east Aurora. 

Questions over whether this development, which will bring four
office Towers to Aurora, but also some retail space within the 
development, provides the "high quality jobs" Aurora needs has
dogged this development since developers asked for an official plan
amendment to permit retail space on the site, which was 
previously designated business park land. When the project came
up on Tuesday, that was no exception.

Since the change was proposed, Councillor Wendy Gaertner has
been one of  the most vocal critics at the Council table against the
plan and, again, this was the case on Tuesday. What was 
different, however, was the heat of  the discourse going around the
table on whether this development is going to bring the kinds of
jobs Aurora needs to the Town.

According to Josh Kauffman, representing the landowners in
question, this development for mixed office and retail space will
bring in $2.4 million in annual taxes to the Town, an additional 
$3 million in taxes on full build out, $15.4 million in development
charges both at the Regional and Municipal level, and provide over

By Brock Weir

Arguments for costs in the case of  former Aurora mayor Phyllis Morris'
aborted defamation lawsuit against three local bloggers, among others,
concluded in a Toronto courtroom on Tuesday.

It could turn out to be the final hearing in the ongoing case between the
parties which started in the final weeks of  the last municipal election in
October 2010. In that time, Ms. Morris, then serving as Mayor, served local
bloggers Richard Johnson, Bill Hogg and Elizabeth Bishenden with a $6
million defamation lawsuit which named the three, along with several
anonymous posters on the Aurora Citizen blog, in the suit. 

Ms. Morris alleged that the three named individuals had, as alleged
moderators of  the blog, information that would identify the anonymous
posters she claimed defamed her. The lawsuit got the go-ahead the previous
December after a late-night Council meeting where Councillors voted to
"take any and all actions to bring a resolution to this matter."

This resulted in the lawsuit, which was discontinued last year. Two of
the three individuals, Mr. Hogg and Mr. Johnson, are seeking a further
$38,000 in costs from the former politician.

In his defence of  why the bloggers are not entitled to further costs, Ken
Clark, the lawyer for Ms. Morris said that unlike the arguments that were
put forward by the other side in April, this was not a "story of  the mayor
trying to stifle dissent of  political speech just before an election.

"We were telling the story of  a public servant..,and the effort that the
Town went to [in order] to protect the reputation of  what we submit is 
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“...passion, relationship skills and commitment to follow up are 
outstanding...Izzi is best in class & a committed professional...”  
                                                                                  

Izzi 

905-727-3154    izzipopat@rogers.com www.izzipopat.com

Sales Representative
Top 5% in Canada*

*Out of 13,000+ Royal LePage 
Real Estate Agents in Canada (2009)
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Morris makes case in costs hearing

You may or may not know the name or the face, but the spotlight is now being shined on Aurora res-
ident and long-time volunteer Dean Turner. Mr. Turner, pictured above on Thursday with a portrait
of himself by artist Karen Merk, is one of seven York Regional volunteers and philanthropists fea-
tured in her third annual Portraits of Giving exhibition, now on at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Please
see page 13.                                     Auroran photo by David Falconer

Does Aurora have too
many retail jobs?
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By Brock Weir

Reps from local charities, sports clubs, and service groups put on
their finest western duds and headed to the corral to officially
launch the 2012 Wild West Hoedown.

The kick-off  to the 2012 Hoedown Campaign, one of  the largest
annual charity events in York Region, was held at Magna's Adena
Springs near Bayview and Wellington on Thursday afternoon. The
purpose wasn't just to kick-start the campaign - as tickets have
already been selling furiously across the Region - but also to intro-
duce the beneficiaries of  this year's events. 

Last year's event raised over $520,000 for groups spreading the
length and breadth of  York Region and organizers hope this year's
event, to be held on September 15 on the lawns of  Magna, will be
bigger and better than ever.

So do the groups as the money raised in the event will ultimate-
ly go to them.

This year's lucky recipients are the Alzheimer Society of  York
Region, Aurora Minor Hockey, Aurora Youth Soccer Club, Bereaved
families York Region, Big Brothers Big Sisters of  York, Ducks
Swimming, Georgina Arts Council, Habitat for Humanity York
Region, Horses at Heart Therapeutic Equestrian Adventures,
Literacy Council York-Simcoe, Marquee Theatrical Productions,
Moving Forward 2015 Foundation, Newmarket Minor Hockey,
Newmarket Soccer Club, Newmarket Stingrays Swim Club,
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AURORA FAMILY
DENTAL

25 Wellington St. 
one block East of Yonge St.

Family Dentistry
Dr. Urusa Ansari, D.D.S.

• Laser  & Cosmetic 
• Treatment Invisalign

(clear braces)

905-727-3323
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By Brock Weir

Andrew Metcalfe cut a solitary figure as he walked through
Aurora carrying a pink canoe over his head. 

The Etobicoke native, however, was rarely solitary for long as pass-
ing drivers and pedestrians stopped him to find out just why he was
carrying a pink canoe through Aurora - especially during the record
breaking heat on Friday. 

Those who already knew what he was doing, however, didn't need
to ask any questions and just came up to him toting bottles of  water
to keep him hydrated along his way.

Andrew wasn't carrying a canoe through Aurora to go for a paddle,
his mission was, and continues to be, the Pink Portage, his own way
to bring attention to and raise funds for cancer research.  He is on a
1,200 km journey across Ontario, carrying his canoe the entire way. 

Having begun his journey this spring in Kingston, Mr. Metcalfe
has so far looped from Kingston around to Ottawa, across the
province to north of  Barrie, and is current working his way to
Windsor, the final destination on this his mission. 

Andrew's journey was inspired by his mother, aunt, and grand-
mother, all of  whom have done battle with breast cancer. While his
mother and grandmother are in remission, his aunt did not fare as
well.  He recalled on his website that as he grew up, he had many ques-
tions about cancer and how it could be prevented and treated. He said
he believes it will take an "entire community of  people to generate a
strong campaign" to lead to continued cancer research and care, and

Countdown to Hoedown

Cancer fundraiser Andrew Metcalfe, 21, carried his eye-catching canoe through Aurora on Friday as
part of his Pink Portage fundraiser. Mr. Metcalfe has been carrying his canoe from Kingston to
Windsor (by way of Ottawa) since the spring and enjoyed the hospitality of Aurorans as he made his
way from Holland Landing to Toronto. His mission was to raise awareness of breast cancer and
$5,000 for the Canadian Cancer Society, but had well surpassed his goal by the time he arrived in
Town. Auroran photo by Brock Weir

HUMBER RIVER SHAKESPEARE Co.
returns to Aurora this summer in partnership with the Town of Aurora 

to present their outdoor touring production of 
MACBETH

Saturday July 14, 2012 at 7:00 pm
Aurora Town Park
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��������������

“A Drum, A Drum, Macbeth doth come!”
Prophecies.  Madness.  Ambition.  Blood.  The King is dead ... long live the King?
Bring your family, friends, a picnic and a blanket to witness swords clashing, witches enchanting, 

madness and mystery entwining in a pay-what-you-can event under an evening sky!

BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
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SPECIALS! Your Choice of an ACCESSORY PACKAGE 
WORTH UP TO $1000 With Any Spa Purchase

THE BACKYARD POOL & SPA COMPANY LTD

GREAT SPA Promotion ends 
July 15, 2012

SHOWROOMS 75 Mary Street, Aurora 905-713-2317
213-225 The Queensway (Riveredge Plaza) Keswick 905-535-2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

SCAN FOR MORE INFO!

SPECIALS!
A

Y
T SPPAGREAAT

     
 

ChCh i A CCECESSSSOORCCC

     
 

RRY PAACKCKAAGEEPPA

     
 

15 2012J ll
omotion ends Prro

     
 

SSPECIALS! oourur
OORORTHTHRWWWOWO

YYYoYo

C     
 

r ChChohoioicee oof af aan A CCECESESSSSOSOROR
H UPUP OO $1010000000 Witithth nyynnynyAAW

S
WiWi
C

TTTOTO
CCCCCCAnicccece

A     
 

RRY PAACKCKAKAGEGE 
y SSpSpapa PurcchchahaseeassurrrcrcP

AAY PPPAPA

A O P NYYNP     
 

y 15, 2012Jully

Pink Portage inspires residents on way through Aurora

SMILE
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LENARDLIND
15105Yonge St., Suite 100, Au rora

(21⁄2 blocks south of Wellington
on the east side)

* Some conditions may apply

905-841-0000 • lenard@lhlindrealty.com
www.lhlindrealty.com

Call today for a free property evaluation!*

Residential Real Estate Company

Ontario’s ONLY...
ISO 9001:2008 REGISTERED LENARDLIND

Broker of Record

Our Team
Brok ragee
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Trattoria • Pizzeria
• Pasticceria
• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E
905-727-5577

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

KIA OF NEWMARKET

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8

Rebecca, 3 1⁄2, celebrates Canada’s 145th birthday with a colourful flourish at Lambert Willson Park
on Sunday afternoon trying on costumes from the Canadian Children’s Theatre Company. The day
has a fitting start with the Canada Day Parade making its way down Yonge Street. It featured
traditional floats from local clubs and service groups, military and student bands, and (inset)
a splash of Caribbean flavour, represented by singers, steel drums, and dancers. Formore on Canada
Day, please turn to pages 18 and 19. Auroran photos by David Falconer

Trees, traffic dominate
development talks

By BrockWeir

It is likely to be the last significant residential development in
Town, so when residents had their chance to have their say over the
2C development at a public planning meeting on Wednesday, the
Council chamber was packed.
Residents from Aurora and Newmarket filled the Council cham-

ber not just to get filled in onwhat's coming to the area - a plot of land
in east Aurora bordered by Wellington Street in the south, the 404 in
the east, the town limits with Newmarket in the north, and by
Bayview Avenue at its most westerly point.
While the meeting touched upon the residential developments,

which will be limited to lands west of Leslie Street, concerns over
traffic and the environment dominated the concerns of Aurorans.
The discussion was led by Don Given, a representative for all of

the area land developers. Giving a rundown of the six developments,
which includes two schools and pockets of varying density, he
stressed the amount of environmental land that will be preserved in
this section of Town.
"The landscape that we're working with here has very interesting

topography and it has a great deal of natural features that this com-

Balancing the “needs” of
residents vs. developers

ByBrockWeir

It's eitherback to thedrawingboardorback to theOntarioMunicipal
Board for developers and the Town of Aurora after the latest Smart
Centres Development was rejected by Council.
The plan for amixeduse development in the area on the south side of

WellingtonStreet and the 404 just opposite theWalmartPlazawas reject-
ed in a tie vote at Council last week.
Given the previous support of Councillor Evelyn Buck, who had left

the meeting due to the late hour, the development, which would be pre-
dominantly business space with a small portion devoted to commercial
retail services, it is likely the proposal would have passed. However, it
came down to Mayor Dawe and Councillors Chris Ballard, Wendy
Gaertner, and JohnGallo voting against it.
The primary bone of contention was the amount - and "quality" of

jobs that would be brought to Aurora through this development.
"Oneof the thingswewant [planners] toaccomplish isadiverseecon-

omy and a quality of life," said CouncillorWendyGaertner. "Whatwe're
doinghere is takinghalf of the landweplanned to be employment land,
that we have planned to provide quality jobs - quality jobs being defined
as full time, high income jobs that have benefits.Wewant to take half of
this land, take that away, and give it to retail and service commercial.
"We have a lot of retail and service commercial in Aurora. We may

have toomuch retail service commercial inAurora.Whatwe don't have

Continued on Page 7

Continued on Page 11

By Brock Weir

Plans for Aurora’s 150th anniversary celebrations are starting to 
take shape.

Members of  the newly-formed ad-hoc committee tasked with 
planning the event, as well as seeking input from Aurorans at large 
on what they really want to see happen as part of  this community 
bash, had their first meeting on Wednesday. 

There, the members took the tentative steps to figure out some 
of  the finer details of  the celebration – including whether it should 
be a week-long celebration next year or a series of  events scattered 
throughout 2013.

Members of  the committee were officially appointed on July 17 
by Councillors in a unanimous vote. Among their ranks are former 
mayor Tim Jones, former Councillor and Our Town host Alison 
Collins-Mrakas, Lindsay McGuire, Stewart McLaren, 2012 Citizen 
of  the Year Brian North, Greg Smith, and Brian Trussler. 

Going into the meeting, however, the issue of  how long the celebra-
tion should be and when it should take place had the makings of  a 
primary point of  discussion. Before the committee was formed, and 
when Councillors were still considering the wisdom of  hiring a con-
sultant to oversee fundraising and planning for upwards of  $70,000, 
there was consideration given as to whether special standalone events 
should be held, or whether they should be piggy-backed onto existing 
celebrations like the Canada Day Parade and Concerts in the Park.

“I have been talking about something where you can almost find 

Citizens meet to plan 150th 
anniversary celebrations

By Mark Pavilons

The resignation of  veteran Vaughan MPP – and former Auro-
ra MPP – Greg Sorbara drew praise and questions from his col-
leagues.

Dr. Helena Jaczek, MPP for Oak Ridges-Markham, has known 
Sorbara for many years, calling him a “wonderful colleague” who 
was always insightful and knowledgeable in York.

“He’s totally dedicated to the Ontario Liberal Party,” she said.
He has so much election experience that he will be a valuable re-

source as campaign chair and chair of  the Ontario Liberal Fund. 
She said Sorbara told his colleagues that he believes there is a 

potential for an election within the next year and he wanted to 
concentrate on that aspect of  politics. He also wanted to spend 
time with his family and his 12 grandchildren.

Jaczek said she believes the by-election in Vaughan will take 
place at the same time as the one slated for Kitchener-Waterloo 
(to fill the vacancy left by Elizabeth Witmer’s departure), likely in 
late September.

Sorbara’s contributions 
praised, departure questioned

And All That Jazz... – Courtenay Field makes her fourth consecutive appearance at the Aurora Jazz+ 
Festival this past weekend. Field, a Grade 12 student at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School, is an up 
and coming vocalist with a passion for the arts. Entertaining since the age of four, this accomplished 
singer has also performed at the Aurora Civic Awards, Music in the Park, Canada Day Celebrations 
and the Prince of Wales – Municipal Heritage Awards. Field is preparing for university and she is also 
president of the student council 2012–2013. For full photo highlights of the 2012 Aurora Jazz+ Fes-
tival see pages 12–13.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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COMING EVENTS
ON NOW

level to discourage even
entertaining the idea of
including those structures
during the re-construction of
Leslie Street and St John's
Sideroad.

The underpasses are key
to making traffic-free, safe
commuter traffic possible.
They are key to getting

Aurorans from one side of
those widened four lane
Regional roads to the other,
on foot or on bicycle, in green,
off-road corridoprs.

The Region of  York's cost
estimates are deceptive. The
estimates are designed to
dupe Aurorans. 

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora
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Financial Security Advisor 
Jeffrey Sleep

Financial freedom is still 
achieveable even in today’s 

economic environment. 

Office: 416-291-0451  ext. 262 
jeff.sleep@freedom55financial.com

      

Carrier of the Month

Market, making pitches to
potential customers at her
family's booth, Captain
Ted's Knick-Knack-a-Tory,
where she makes wooden
puzzles, bird houses, and
even aprons and doggie
bandanas.

"I love it there," she
says.

Although after Grade 8
there seems to be some
debate within her family
on where she will attend
high school - Dr. G.W.
Williams and Aurora
High School are currently
neck and neck - her post-
secondary goals are clear.

"I want to become a
human body scientist,"
says Kalea. "I want every-
one to live forever and I
can't imagine anyone in
my family getting sick
and stuff. If  I can cure it,
It would be nice not to
have any worries or any-
thing. It is not a job I want
to do, but more like a

chore that has to get
done!"

To fulfil this chore, of
course, she will need to
have money and deliver-
ing The Auroran to your
door is just one of  the
many ways she plans on
saving money - and deliv-
ering The Auroran doesn't
just increase her cash
flow. Kalea says there is
an added bonus.

"It's fun and it is just
going for a walk around
the block," she says,
encouraging other people
to sign up. "By the time
you do it, it is worth it
because you walk around
the block anyway. Why
not grab some papers and
go out and get fresh air?"

Kalea's routes include
Baywell Crescent, Stiles
Avenue, Bridgenorth
Drive, Dovercourt Lane,
Watkins Glen Crescent,
Earl Stewart Drive, and
Hollandview Trail.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,
Kalea!

From page 12

From page 6

Curb Appeal
S e v e r a l

times a
week my
h u s b a n d
and I try to
get out for a
long walk in
our neigh-
bourhood to
spend some
time togeth-
er and give
both our-
selves and
our dog
some much
needed exercise.

Initially the conversa-
tion during our walks
focuses on the kids, the
house and what we’re
planning for the weeks
ahead.  After a good purge
of  all that is on our minds,
we begin to take stock of
what’s going on around us
and enjoy the sights and
sounds of  our community.  

Inevitably, the discus-
sion turns to our respec-
tive businesses and our
attention turns to the
houses and properties
that line our local streets.  

We live in a beautiful
neighbourhood filled with
home owners who take
great care of  houses
framed by lush multi-
coloured gardens, a
canopy of  mature trees
and well-manicured
lawns.  Gathering inspira-
tion from the creativity of
those around me, I find
myself  observing the
choices people make for
the exteriors of  their
homes.  Doing what I do
for a living, it’s difficult
not to consider how others
dress their homes and as
with interiors spaces, it
seems that homeowners
frequently struggle with
exterior colour selection.  

For many, colour is a
baffling concept simply
because there seems to be
an endless number of
choices available.  Used
properly, colour can be tai-
lored to blend with the
other finishes of  your
home resulting in a subtle
and homogenous colour
scheme while highlight-
ing and setting off  the
enduring elements you
might want to make the
most of.

Given the number of
paint colours options, how
do you create a colour
scheme that will make the
most of  the face your
home?  Well, since many
aren’t willing to change
the largest and most per-
manent element of  the
house, the brick or stone
finish provides an easy
and natural jumping off
point for any colour
palette.  

I am a firm believer
that one should highlight
the major features of  your
home and not be con-
cerned about drawing
attention to its lesser ele-
ments.  For example, focus
on highlighting and work-
ing with the brick and not
the mortar on your home.
Similarly, the interlock
and edging stone you
select for your patio and
garden should firstly
work with the brick
colour.  

Stand back and take a
really good look at your

h o u s e .
There is
likely a pri-
mary colour
c o u p l e d
with a sec-
ondary, less-
er colour in
the brick
f a c a d e .
C o n s i d e r
matching as
best possi-
ble the paint
colour for
your garage

door and front door to the
lesser of  these hues.  If
your brick is a one-dimen-
sional solid colour, look to
a keystone over the garage
door or the cornerstone
detail to select the colours
for your exterior doors,
windows, eaves, posts, and
shutters.  

Don’t be afraid to use a
darker colour for your
front door than for the
garage, it will add interest
and provide a focal point
for your property.  

If  your home is of  the
siding variety, your
palette is wide open, but
you may need to start by
basing your selections on
the shingle colour.   A
good rule of  thumb is if
you want to draw atten-
tion to it, make the colour
different from everything
around it.  If  you want an
element to blend away,
make it the same or a tone
lighter (or darker) than
the surrounding colours.

The good news is that
the number of  colour
options available for new
shingles, soffits, facia and
eaves are not extensive, so
perhaps by a process of
elimination the manufac-
turers of  these products
are helping keep the
colour selections simple.
It’s always prudent when
selecting these elements
(or when repainting the
materials that can be
painted) that you stick to
more neutral colours like
almond, grey, black,
brown, beige or white so
that you can easily make
changes to the other exte-
rior paint colours without
complicating matters.     

My feeling is that mis-
takes are made on exteri-
or colour selection
because many think that
given the abundance of
light any colour will work.
It is simply not the case.
While the availability of
light definitely comes into
play and allows you to
make deeper and more
saturated colour selec-
tions, it does not mean
that you should put just
any colour on your home.
An appealing exterior
colour scheme that high-
lights your home’s domi-
nant features will provide
broad curb appeal and can
help you hone in on your
home’s individual charm.

Janice Clements is a
Certified Interior
Decorator, President of
Clements Interiors and
a member of  CDECA.
Visit her on the web at
www.clementsinteriors.c
om, or follow her blog at
http://www.40somethin-
g a n d c o u n t i n g .
blogspot.com.        





Janice Clements

Underpasses are key

Laura Brown of
Park Place Manor
put out some
healthy snacks
last week at the
Cooking for a
Cause BBQ held
at Newmarket’s
Seniors’ Meeting
Place. The event
was in support of
the Canadian
D i a b e t e s
Association and
included staff
representation
from many area
r e t i r e m e n t  
residences.

Auroran photo by
David Falconer

JULY 4 - JULY 24
Aurora artist Herbert Pryke will host Plein Air

Summer Painting, a four week outdoor art program
starting July 4 at the Oak Ridges Community Centre
(12895 Bayview Avenue). Each week is a new location
and outdoors every time. Cost for the program is $67.10
for residents, $77.10 for non-residents, and $46.97 for
seniors. To register, contact Kim Smylie, Adult
Program Coordinator for the Town of Richmond Hill
at 905-882-4295 x.3153 or ksmylie@richmondhill.ca.

SATURDAY, JULY 7
Aurora's famed Merlin's Hollow garden will open

its doors for the second to last time this season today,
showcasing their summer flowering perennials, ponds
and water gardens. The garden will be open from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. and admission is free. Formore informa-
tion, call 905-727-8979.

JULY 7 - 8
The Richmond Hill Live Steamers host the first of

their 2012 Open House weekends this weekend from
10.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Steamers are a small non-prof-
it hobby club whose members own/operate/build
miniature operating steamanddiesel locomotives. The
group will be offering train rides pulled by miniature
steam or diesel locomotives on their outdoor train
track through the woods for train lovers of all ages.
Snacks and souvenirs will be available to purchase.
Admission is free and donations are gratefully accept-
ed and used to help maintain the track site. 15922
McCowan Road, Whitchurch-Stouffville (north of
Aurora Road at the corner of St. John's Road). For
more information, visit richmond-hill-live-steam-
ers.tripod.com.

SUNDAY, JULY 8
Garden Aurora! will be hosting its Annual Tour of

Gardens featuring eight beautiful local gardens.
Owners will be in attendance to answer all your ques-
tions. Tickets are $10 at Art of theMatter, Black Forest
Garden Centre, Caruso & Company, and Flowers by
Terry. This is a self guided tour, rain or shine, but not
to be missed. More information at
www.gardenaurora.com.

MONDAY, JULY 9
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents Summer Workshops for children, youth and
adults starting today! Young Artist Studio Week-long
Workshop for ages 4 - 6; Mixed Media Mash-Up Week-
long Workshop for ages 7 - 12. Special introductory
pricing - register today! Child & Teen workshops in
Cartooning & Anime; Adult workshops in Perspective
Drawing, Watercolours and Collage throughout the
summer. For all details and registration information
check drop by the Centre, or call 905-713-1818 or go to

www.auroraculturalcentre.ca. Fully accessible at
north entrance.

JULY 9 - 13
The Aurora United Church will hold its Fruit of

the Spirit Vacation Bible Camp beginning July 9 from
8.30 a.m. to 12 noon for kids ages 5-12. Movies, Crafts,
Snacks, Games and Music. $25/child. Please call the
church at 905-727-1935 to register.

JULY 9 - AUGUST 20
Eating Disorders of York Region presents a six

week program, Life without Ed, an eating disorder
support group. It will meet for six Mondays beginning
July 9 (excluding the long weekend) from 5 to 6 p.m. It
will take place at EDOYR's headquarters in Aurora at
15213 Yonge Street, Ste. 15 (Just south of Wellington in
the old Post Office building). Eating Disorders of York
Region is a registered non-profit organization.
Register online or call 905-886-6632 or email support-
group@edoyr.com.

JULY 10 - JULY 31
Eating Disorders of York Region presents a four

week program, Healing and Emotional Eating: Using
or Refusing Food to Cope, with psychotherapist
Marilyn Strauch. It meets for four Tuesdays starting
on July 10 from 4 to 5 p.m. Individuals with eating dis-
orders may restrict, overeat or emotionally eat in an
effort to numb out or not deal with uncomfortable neg-
ative emotions, or to reinforce a positive mood.
Unfortunately, after each episode, there is generally
increased self-criticism around weight, body image
and lack of control; in addition to long term negative
physical conditions. The program will take place in
Richmond Hill at 115 Wertheim Court, Suite 511 (East
off West Beaver Creek, North of Hwy 7). Register
online or call 905-886-6632 or email support-
group@edoyr.com.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 11
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents a dynamic afternoon lecture series in celebra-
tion of the ongoing gallery show Ontario Society of
Artists Celebrates 140 Years. 1 p.m.: Eileen Menzel,
OSA, with the lecture "Say it With Mixed Media"; 2
p.m. Janet Baker, OSA, with "Leaving Room for
Serendipity - An Artist's Evolution"; 3 p.m.: Andrew
Benyei, OSA, with "From Clay to Bronze - Sculpting
Secrets Revealed." All welcome - free admission.
Wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For info
please call 905-713-1818 or visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

THURSDAY, JULY 12
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents the All About Perspective DrawingWorkshop
(adult ages 16+). Artist-instructor Khatcho will guide
in techniques focusing on natural, atmospheric and
linear, as well as 1, 2 and 3-point perspective.
Registration in advance; workshop fee includes large-
format paper. For info or to register please call 905-713-
1818; full details at www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, JULY 14
The Humber River Shakespeare Company pres-

ents Macbeth tonight at Town Park. The performance
gets under way at 7 p.m. Suggested donation is $15, but
admission is pay what you can at the park. Bring your
friends, your family, a picnic, and a blanket and wit-
ness swords clashing, witches enchanting, madness
and mystery entwining, and war drums pulsing! For
more information visit humberrivershakespeare.ca or
call 416-209-2026.

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents Doors Open Aurora celebrations from 10 a.m.
- 4 p.m. Drop by the Centre throughout the day for
dynamic and exciting programs. Photo presentation:
Postcards of Old Aurora: The McRoberts Collection,
withBobMcRoberts on hand to answer questions from
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.; painting performances with OSA artist
Alex Tavares from 10.30 a.m. - 1.30 p.m., and T. Reilly
Hodgson from 1.30 - 3 p.m.; classical piano perform-
ance featuring Oleg Samokhin at 11.45 a.m., and
Valentin Bogolubov at 1.30 p.m.; community art proj-
ects and gallery visits throughout the day. Free admis-
sion - all welcome! Wheelchair accessible at north
entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818, or visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SUNDAY, JULY 15
Aurora's famed Merlin's Hollow garden will open

its doors for the final time this season today, showcas-
ing their summer flowering perennials, ponds and
water gardens. The gardenwill be open from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. and admission is free. For more information,
call 905-727-8979.

* * * *
Fabulous Festival Fundraiser - Jonathan's

Restaurant Sunday, July 15th, from 3 - 8 p.m. Live jazz+
Entertainment; Beer/Wine Tasting; Visual Arts
Display and silent auction supporting the Award
Winning 2012 Aurora jazz+ Festival. RSVP: 905-841-
1807. Limited seating.

TUESDAY, JULY 17
Bonsai Hill Tea House hosts "The Youthfulness of

Summer", an evening of poetry featuring poets, story-
tellers, and musicians. Featured musician is Alex
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COMING EVENTS

ON NOW
JUNE 2 - JULY 14

The Ontario Society of Artists hosts a
members' exhibition celebrating the Society's
140th anniversary at the Aurora Cultural
Centre. The show brings together over 100
works of art from nearly 100 individual mem-
bers. Gallery hours are Tuesday - Friday from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturdays from 12 noon to
4 p.m., and during special events. Two after-
noons of artists talks will be held June 11 and
July 20. Five selected OSA artists over the two
afternoons will discuss their creative process
in a series of live demos and illustrated
lectures. All are welcome to attend and admis-
sion is free. For more information, contact the
Cultural Centre at 905-713-1818 or visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

JUNE 26 - JULY 15
Unleash the artist within! Paint a small (4"

x 4") canvas for the 'Who Dunn-it Art Gallery'
(WDI Gallery) supporting the 2012 Aurora
jazz+ Festival. Your masterpiece will be dis-
played at Jonathan's Restaurant in Aurora but
no one will know 'Who Dunn-it' until it is pur-
chased July 15th. 'Who Dunnit' masterpieces
will be offered at $20 per canvas at The Jazz
Fest's Fabulous Festival Fundraiser at
Jonathan's July 15th 3 - 8pm. Contact:
info@aurorajazzfest.com 905 841 6893

JULY 3 - 24
Eating Disorders of York Region presents

a four week program: Guidance and
Assistance for Family and Friends of Those
Striving to Overcome an Eating Disorder
Support Group with Flora Svinarenko. The
group meets for four Tuesdays starting on
July 3 from 6.45 p.m. to 7.45 p.m. Support for
family and friends is vital in the recovery of a
loved one. A family member or a friend needs
to be a strong, safe and consistent source of
support and needs to take care of themselves
in order to do so. It is good to know that you
are not alone when you experience stress,
frustration or anger. An eating disorder
affects the whole family. Meetings will take
place at 300 John Street, Suite 300, Thornhill,
ON. L3T 5W5. Register online or call 905-886-
6632 or email support-group@edoyr.com.

Nugent, and poets include Luleta Brown, Deborah
Campo, Stephanie Davidson, Sterling Dillinger, Billy
Ferguson, Susana Lucia, Linda Squires, Dierdre
Tomlinson, Malcolm Watts and guest poets are wel-
come to take advantage of the open mic. The evening
lasts from 7 to 9 p.m. and performances begin at 7.15.
Limited seating.

SATURDAY, JULY 21
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents Sowing the Seeds of Heritage: Artifacts from
Members of the York-Durham Association of
Museums and Archives. Stroll through the Aurora
Room in a series of small vignettes from YDAMA
members - from the post office and railway station,
dressmaker's shop and local farming implements, to a
homestead kitchen - and the tavern! Join us for the
Opening Reception from 1 - 4 p.m.; don't miss a demon-
stration on dousing at 2 p.m.! Free admission and
light refreshments. Heritage exhibition continues
through until August 28. Summer Gallery hours
Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Saturdays 12 - 4 p.m.
Wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For
info please call 905-713-1818, or visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents Celebrating Our Summer Exhibitions, with
a launch of three art gallery shows that will continue
through the end of August. Opening Reception from 1
- 4 p.m.; all welcome. "Let It Go!" A New Installation
by early career artist T. Reilly Hodgson, "North of 60:
Photography of the Arctic" from Ralph & Margarete
Brunner (show & sale), and "Work From Heart, Mind
&Hand: AGroup Exhibition" featuring thework of 24
artists from the Uxbridge Artist Collective. Guests
will also enjoy Portraits of Giving 2012, opening July
19. Summer Gallery hours Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4
p.m., Saturdays from 12 noon - 4 p.m. Wheelchair
accessible at north entrance. For info please call 905-
713-1818, or www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * *
Everyone can get their car washed and support

Eating Disorders of York Region (EDOYR) on
Saturday, July 21st at Richmond Hill Honda. Friendly
Honda employees will work their car-cleaning magic
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for $5 awash. Three dollars from
every wash will benefit EDOYR's programs.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25
Garden Aurora! Invites you to hear Peter Gill from

the Ontario Water Garden Society speak about
'ContainerWater Gardens'. You can enjoy water garden-
ing even in a small space. Join us 8 p.m. at the Royal
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North,
Aurora.More information at www.gardenaurora.com.

SATURDAY, JULY 28
The Aurora Historical Society and Hillary House

will host "Camp Dig It! Nature Detectives" the second
event of CampHillary for kids ages seven - 11. Cost is $15
for the day or $35 for all three camps. Pre-registration is
required and there is a maximum of 20 kids per camp.
Camp runs from 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more informa-
tion, contact the Aurora Historical Society at 905-727-
8991. (Rain Date: August 11)

TUESDAY, JULY 31
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, pres-

ents theMaking Professional Art Printswithout a Press
Workshop (adult ages 16+). Artist-instructor Valerie
Kent will provide an enjoyable day-long introduction to
a process of printmaking that can be replicated at home.
Paint a series of images on sanded Plexiglass, and then
transfer them to specialty papers. Once completed, your
print can be framed or taken to the print shop to create a
note card series.Workshop fee includes allmaterials For
info or to register please call 905-713-1818; full details at
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

AUGUST 14 - 25
Theatre Aurora presents "Private Lives", Noel

Coward's 1930 romantic comedy. It focuses on a divorced
couple who discover that they are honeymooning with
their new spouses in neighbouring rooms at the same
hotel. Despite a perpetually stormy relationship, they
realise that they still have feelings for each other. What
happens next? Directed by Sal Aguila and produced by
Natasha Viskosky. The show runs August 14, 15, 16, 17,
18, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25. Curtain at 8 p.m. This is the first
show of the 2012-13 season, our 55th season. Visit the
Theatre Aurora web-site www.theatreaurora.com for
further information. Tickets are currently available by
buying a season subscription. Public sale of individual
show tickets beginsJuly 3. Theywill be available on-line
through the web-site, by phone at 905-727-3669, by email
at taboxoffice@bellnet.ca or in person at the Theatre.
Theatre Aurora is located at 150 Henderson Drive,
Aurora.
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elping buyers and sellers make “informed” decisions 
 for over 20 years...

416.481.6137 • scrawford@bosleyrealestate.com

H gelelee pingeH

www.homesforsalebysusan.com

Susan Crawford B R O K E R

Brokerage

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10
The Aurora Seniors’ Association 
will be holding a “Night of  Dixie 
and Mardi Gras” this evening with 
a live Dixieland band, dinner, mu-
sic and dancing!    Tickets are $10 
each and are available in advance 
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 
John West Way.   Doors open at 5 
p.m. with dinner at 6 p.m.   A cash 
bar is available.   Think of  jazz mu-
sic, beads, tantalizing food and en-
tertainment in the full New Orleans 
style and we bring you Mardi Gras! 
Dress is semi-formal or as formal as 
you wish and Mardi Gras costumes 
are also encouraged! All ages are 
welcome. Come out and have a fun 
and entertaining evening!   

AUGUST 13 – 27
The Aurora Performing Arts 
Group will hold auditions for the 
main stage musical “Annie”. The 
group seeks keen girl performers to 
be cast in the musical as orphans. 
For more information, contact the 
Aurora Performing Arts Group 
through its website at www.au-
roraperformingartsgroup.com or 
contact manager Sarah Kyle at 
keepsinging@rogers.com.

AUGUST 13 – 20
The Aurora Performing Arts Group 
will hold auditions for adult women 
for their upcoming production of  
Anne of  Green Gables: The Musi-
cal. The group seeks adult women 
for a variety of  roles in the popular 
production. For more information, 
contact the Aurora Performing Arts 
Group through its website at www.
auroraperformingartsgroup.com 
or contact manager Sarah Kyle at 
keepsinging@rogers.com.

MONDAY, AUGUST 13
The York Regional Police Male Cho-
rus is a volunteer group which has 
represented York Regional Police 
locally, provincially and interna-
tionally since 1991.  The chorus is 
adding a second accompanist to 
their present Music Leadership 
Team.  It is not necessary to be or 
have been a police officer but you 
should be an accomplished sight 
reader who is willing to volunteer 
your time as the chorus entertains 
at seniors’ residences and for vari-
ous non profit organizations. Re-
hearsals are Monday from 7.30 to 
8.30 p.m. at 17250 Yonge Street, New-
market.  If  you are interested in be-
ing part of  the chorus family please 
contact 905-830-0303, ext. 6717 or the 
chorus supervisor at 905-727-9676 
or by email at mcclenny349@rogrs.
com for further information.

AUGUST 14 – 25
Theatre Aurora presents “Private 
Lives”, Noel Coward’s 1930 roman-
tic comedy.  It focuses on a divorced 
couple who discover that they are 
honeymooning with their new 
spouses in neighbouring rooms at 
the same hotel. Despite a perpetu-
ally stormy relationship, they rea-
lise that they still have feelings for 
each other.  What happens next? Di-
rected by Sal Aguila and produced 
by Natasha Viskosky.  The show 
runs August 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25.  Curtain at 8 p.m.  This is 
the first show of  the 2012-13 season, 
our 55th season.  Visit the Theatre 
Aurora web-site www.theatreau-
rora.com for further information. 
Tickets are currently available by 
buying a season subscription.  Pub-
lic sale of  individual show tickets 
began July 3.  They will be avail-
able on-line through the web-site, 
by phone at 905-727-3669, by email 
at taboxoffice@bellnet.ca or in per-
son at the Theatre. Theatre Aurora 
is located at 150 Henderson Drive, 
Aurora.

AUGUST 17-27
The Aurora Performing Arts Group 
will hold auditions for a variety of  
roles in their upcoming produc-
tion of  Anne of  Green Gables: The 
Musical. The casting call includes 
roles for school kids, particularly 
dancers and singers. For more 
information, contact the Aurora 
Performing Arts Group through 
its website at www.auroraperform-
ingartsgroup.com or contact man-
ager Sarah Kyle at keepsinging@
rogers.com.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19
Christ the King Church will hold 
a “Blessing of  the Animals” this 

raising $120,000. Held the second 
Thursday in September each year 
at Silver Lakes Golf  Club, this year 
the tournament will be held on Sep-
tember 13, 2012, and will support 
priority needs at Southlake. This 
long running event is organized by 
The Peter Miller Charitable Foun-
dation  and Family in memory of  
their father, Peter Miller. Family, 
friends and local community at-
tend this event and are provided 
with tax receipts per the allowable 
amount. This is a fun, relaxed golf  
event. Foursome participation is 
welcomed. Price: $200/golfer. For 
more information, call 416-363-
2614.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
The GIG Centre presents the Cruis-
ing Acappella Quartet today at the 
Lebovic Centre for Arts and Music, 

19 Civic Street, Stouffville. Free 
coffee and munchies. The event in-
cludes a sing-a-long, open mic and 
jam with many talented musicians. 
You will be  glued to your seats as 
the CRUISIN QUARTET brings 30 
years of  experience in their enter-
tainment  throughout all of  North 
America. For more information 
visit www.alyetman.com/thegig-
centre.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19
The Aurora Historical Society pres-
ents The Hillary House Ball this 
evening at The Mansion (DiNar-
dos) on Industrial Parkway South. 
The Hillary House Ball will be the 
highlight of  the 150th anniversary 
year of  Hillary House. In honour 
of  1862, the year Hillary House was 
constructed, The Hillary House 
Ball will transform “The Mansion” 

with a Victorian-era theme. Guests 
will be encouraged to let Victorian 
trends inspire their own attire for 
the evening. More than 300 guests 
will enjoy a seasonally-inspired 
four course meal, dancing to the 
rich sounds of  the After Hours Big 
Band plus special guest entertain-
ment, a silent auction and oppor-
tunities to support Hillary House. 
The event will raise much needed 
funds for restoration and ongoing 
operations of  Aurora’s heritage 
gem, Hillary House National His-
toric Site. For more information, 
contact the AHS at 905-727-8991.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17
The York Regional Police Male Cho-
rus celebrates their 20th Anniversa-
ry fundraising   “In Harmony With 
the Community” concert at the St. 
Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 

morning at Fleury Park (Aurora 
Heights and Young) beside the 
arena. Events get underway at 10.45 
a.m. For more information, call 
Joyce at 905-713-6797.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25
The Aurora Historical Society and 
Hillary House will host “Camp 
Map It! Olympics” the third and fi-
nal event of  Camp Hillary for kids 
ages seven - 11. Cost is $15 for the 
day or $35 for all three camps. Pre-
registration is required and there 
is a maximum of  20 kids per camp. 
Camp runs from 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information, contact the 
Aurora Historical Society at 905-
727-8991. (Rain Date: September 2)

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23
The Aurora Cultural Centre will 
host the second of  two free, family 
friendly “Star Parties” this after-
noon from 1 - 4 p.m. at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. Drop in and paint 
three specially created bisque-fired 
stars, created and donated to the 
Centre by the Pine Tree Potters’ 
Guild. One of  your stars is to take 
home. The other two will be placed 
on sale this December in support 
of  the Centre’s annual Starr, Star-
ry Night fundraiser. All proceeds 
raised in December will support 
ongoing programming initiatives. 
Painting tips and techniques will be 
guided by the Centre’s art instruc-
tor Helen Rodroguez. It is a good 
idea to wear something art-ready 
- painting can be messy fun. No 
advance registration is required. 
For more information, contact the 
Centre at 905-713-1818 or visit www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SEPTEMBER 6 – OCTOBER 6
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 
Church Street, is proud to present 
Andrean Art: An Exhibition of  
Paintings from St Andrew’s Col-
lege Sept. 6 – Oct. 6. Over 50 fine 
art pieces from students, Old Boys 
and faculty. A rare glimpse into a 
collection never before exhibited 
off  campus. Opening Reception 
Sept. 20 from 7 – 9 p.m.; all welcome. 
Gallery hours: Tuesday – Friday, 10  
a.m. – 4 p.m., Saturday 12 p.m. – 4 
p.m., and during special events. For 
info call 905-713-1818 or info@auro-
raculturalcentre.ca.

SEPTEMBER 7 - 9 
Aurora will hold its annual RibFest 
at Machell Park at the above dates.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
The Aurora Cultural Centre at 
the Aurora Farmers’ Market pres-
ents the Ontario Plein Air Society 
(OPAS) Plein Air Challenge, with 
an invitation to local artists to join 
this exciting outdoor painting op-
portunity in the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market neighborhood. Register at 
our booth at the Market at 8.30 a.m., 
where you will receive your map 
and instructions. Paint within a 
designated area from 9 - 11 a.m. Re-
turn to the Market in time for judg-
ing; all paintings then available for 
sale to the public from 11.30 - 1 p.m. 
Free registration for members of  
the OPAS; $10 fee for all other art-
ists.  For info please call 905-713-
1818, or www.auroraculturalcentre.
ca.

SEPTEMBER 8 - 9
The Richmond Hill Live Steam-
ers host the second of  their 2012 
Open House weekends this week-
end from 10.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
Steamers are a small non-profit 
hobby club whose members own/
operate/build miniature operating 
steam and diesel locomotives. The 
group will be offering train rides 
pulled by miniature steam or die-
sel locomotives on their outdoor 
train track through the woods for 
train lovers of  all ages. Snacks and 
souvenirs will be available to pur-
chase.  Admission is free and dona-
tions are gratefully accepted and 
used to help maintain the track site. 
15922 McCowan Road, Whitchurch-
Stouffville (north of  Aurora Road at 
the corner of  St. John’s Road). For 
more information, visit richmond-
hill-live-steamers.tripod.com.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
The Peter Miller Charitable Foun-
dation Golf  Tournament benefiting 
Southlake Regional Health Centre 
will take place today at Silver Lakes 
Golf  Club. This tournament has 
supported Southlake since 2007, 

17955 Leslies Street in Newmarket.  
This special concert will feature 
the voices of  the Ontario Provincial 
Police Chorus, the Roselawn Public 
School Choir from Richmond Hill, 
the York Region Community Choir 
from Newmarket and the host York 
Regional Police Male Chorus,   Start 
time is 7.30 p.m.  Tickets are $10.00 
and can be purchased from any 
member of  the police chorus or by 
phoning  905-727-9676. Email orders 
can be made at mcclenny349@rog-
ers.com  Advance ticket sales will 
ensure you a seat.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
The Doane House Hospice will hold 
its third annual Unique Craft and 
Gift Show today from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Newmarket Community 
Centre (200 Doug Duncan Drive, 
Newmarket). For more informa-
tion, call 905-967-0259.

JULY 9 - AUGUST 20
Eating Disorders of  York Re-
gion presents a six week pro-
gram, Life without Ed, an eating 
disorder support group. It will 
meet for six Mondays beginning 
July 9 (excluding the long week-
end) from 5 to 6 p.m. It will take 
place at EDOYR's headquarters 
in Aurora at 15213 Yonge Street, 
Ste. 15 (Just south of  Wellington 
in the old Post Office building). 
Eating Disorders of  York Re-
gion is a registered non-profit 
organization. Register online 
or call 905-886-6632 or email sup-
port-group@edoyr.com.

JULY 19 - AUGUST 31
Merk Photography and the Au-
rora Cultural Centre present 
portraits of  giving in the upper 
atrium of  the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. The exhibition is the 
work of  York Region Photog-
rapher Karen Merk and writer 
Heather Ann Lambert. It fea-
tures portraits of  inspirational 
people who have given back to 
their communities in amazing 
ways. This year's honourees 
include Frank Stronach, Steve 
Kearley, Lucille Abate, Rita 
Theil, Dean Turner, Nic Ahola, 
and Steve Forman. For more in-

formation, visit www.merkpho-
tography.com.

JULY 23 - AUGUST 17
The Down Syndrome Associa-
tion of  Toronto presents "A Step 
Upp", a socially transformative 
and empowering program for 
"Uniquely Precious People." The 
program is a holistic, activity, 
nutritional, and arts based teen 
and post high school summer 
day program for persons with 
Down syndrome. You are just 
in time to volunteer for some-
thing fun and worthwhile this 
summer and make a difference 
with your unique skills. Spread 

the word and tell a friend who 
you know would love to join us 
or make a financial contribu-
tion to help reduce costs to our 
members. There is a great need 
for social, special interest and 
activity programs in the GTA 
for those who are specially 
abled and finished high school. 
This program is about develop-
ing a Dream Team which will 
be supported and will learn life 
skills such as safety, social in-
teraction, planning and travel 
via public transit. For more in-
formation, visit www.astepupp.
ca or call 416-771-4844.
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83 First Commerce Dr. 
Aurora | 905-727-8848

2 can dine 
for $18.95
Your choice of two original 
meals (chicken, pork or gyro).
Includes Greek salad, one meal 
side, tzatziki and pita bread.

*Valid at 83 First Commerce Dr., Aurora. 
Must present coupon. Taxes not included. 
Not valid in combination with any other 
offers or specials. Dine-in & Take-out only.

classic chicken souvlaki

Dine-In • Take-Out • Delivery • Catering        mrgreek.com original pork souvlakiExpires September 2, 2012
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FIRE BAN LIFTED
When it rains, it pours, and many people were

happy last week when Aurora got pounded with
much needed rain. The Central York Fire Services
(CYFS) may have also been breathing a sigh of  relief
and now the Fire Ban which has been in place in
Aurora and Newmarket due to the unusually dry
weather has now been lifted. The ban was lifted effec-
tive immediately on Friday by CYFS Fire Chief  Ian
Laing after being placed on both towns on July 17.
CYFS reminds residents that they are “to reference
open-air burning bylaws in each municipality for reg-
ulations and restrictions regarding controlled out-
door fires. For more information contact Central
York Fire Services at 905-895-9222 or visit
www.cyfs.ca. 

PINK PORTAGE MARCHES ON
Etobicoke Native Andrew Metcalfe, who inspired

many residents as he carried his pink canoe through
Aurora earlier month as part of  his Pink Portage
fundraiser for the Canadian Cancer Society hopes to
wrap up his trek this week in Windsor. At press time,
Mr. Metcalfe had just passed London, ON and he
hopes to reach Windsor, his final destination, by
Thursday. He began his trek in Kingston on June 3
and walked through Ottawa and from Ottawa through
the Barrie area before coming through Aurora on
July 5. At the time, Andrew had just gone over his
$5,000 fundraising goal with a total of  $7,600. Now in
the home stretch, he has raised over $22,000 for the
charity. 

Briefly

DAMIR
VRANCIC

LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411


York Regional Mayors Steve Pellegrini (King), Virginia Hackson (East Gwillimbury), Rob Grossi (Georgina), Tony
Van Bynen (Newmarket), and Geoffrey Dawe (Aurora) gathered at the East Gwillimbury GO Station during rush
hour traffic on Wednesday afternoon to highlight the new weekend GO Train service pilot project. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Weekend GO service met with 
lukewarm response

By Brock Weir

It's the old adage that
if  you don't use it, you
lose it - and that could be
the case with GO
Transit's new pilot pro-
gram offering weekend
GO Train service to
Aurora, King, and other
Towns along its Barrie-
Toronto line.

The pilot program was
launched for service on
Saturdays, Sundays, and
holidays on June 23 and
runs through September
3. It entails six south-
bound train trips to
Union Station with two
trips departing from the
Allandale Waterfront GO
Station in Barrie and
four from the East
Gwillimbury Station
between 10.20 a.m. and
10.55 p.m. 

Going the other way,
all six northbound trains
depart from Union
Station between 12.20
p.m. and 12.10 a.m.

Considering, however,
the high priority area
residents put on
increased GO Transit
service, and indeed the
excitement over the
planned all-day services
that are slated to be put
in place in advance of
the 2015 Pan Am Games
in Toronto, uptake in the
weekend service has
been slower than expect-
ed, according to local

officials.
Accordingly, last week

the Mayors Geoffrey
Dawe of  Aurora,
Virginia Hackson of  East
Gwillimbury, Rob Grossi
of  Georgina, Steve
Pellegrini of  King
Township, and Tony Van
Bynen of  Newmarket
descended on Ms.
Hackson's turf  during
rush hour train service
on Wednesday to drum
up support and aware-
ness of  the pilot project.

"I haven't heard very
much from anybody,
which is a little bit disap-
pointing," said Mayor
Dawe on the feedback.

"That is why we're
here today," added Mayor
Pellegrini. "They're look-
ing for at least 250 riders
and there are only
around 50 so it is one of
those things where they
are being proactive.
People have been asking
for this service, so get
out and use it. If  not, it is
not sustainable, and
they're going to shut it
down and then we're
back to everybody com-
plaining that there is no
service on Saturday. It's
that vicious circle and
we've got to get people on
the train using it."

Despite the lack of
ridership in the first few
weeks of  the pilot pro-
gram, both mayors are
hopeful things change,

not just because the peo-
ple asked for it, but also
for the benefits it is
going to bring to the com-
munities served by the
Toronto-Barrie Line. 

"As well as taking peo-
ple into the city, it is also
going to be bringing peo-
ple up here," so we have
the Jazz Festival coming
up [this weekend],
Ribfest coming [in
September, so people can
come up and visit us on
the train," said Mayor
Dawe. "It just gets the
idea of  people coming
into Aurora and King. It
is a way we can improve
our overall economy. It
moves us towards where
we need to be, encourag-
ing alternate forms of
transportation.

"The other thing is the
environment," added
Mayor Pellegrini. "We
keep telling people, 'Get
out of  your cars and use
public transportation!',
so here it is. Use it.
Provinces have made big
statements that we're not
going to be paving roads
and we have to better uti-
lize the infrastructure
we have, so using GO all
day is a great thing."

According to Mark
Ostler, a spokesperson
for GO Transit, the feed-
back they have received
from riders so far is very
positive and they have
expressed appreciation

By Brock Weir

A 57-year-old Aurora
man remains in critical
condition in a London,
ON, hospital following 
a glider accident on
Sunday.

The Grey County
attachment of  the
Ontario Provincial
Police (OPP) received a
call around 6.00 p.m. on
Sunday of  an “unre-
sponsive male” after the
aircraft crashed in the
southwest corner of
Side Road 15 and
Southgate Road 8 in the
Township of  Southgate,
according to a statement

from police. 
The pilot in the acci-

dent has been identified
as David A. Mulders of
Aurora. Mr. Mulders
remains in critical con-
dition in the city’s
Victoria Hospital. 

“The [pilot] was one
of  many glider enthusi-
asts from the Toronto
Soaring Club flying glid-
er aircrafts above the
Township of  Southgate
in Grey County when
the mishap occurred,”
said Constable Alina
Grelik in a statement.
“The victim abandoned
his aircraft and
deployed his parachute

at an unknown altitude
after his aircraft
encountered mechani-
cal difficulties.

“[Mulders] collided
with the ground. He was
air-lifted to London
Hospital with life
threatening injuries.”

The Transport Safety
Board is investigating
the accident. Constable
Grelik noted the air-
craft in question has
been identified as a 1975
Meukom Composites
Glider, Model ELFES4A.
The OPP’s Mount Forest
Identification Services
Unit is assisting in the
investigation.

that there is additional
service under this sum-
mer pilot. Although he
said there is no threshold
identified in terms of  rid-
ership to determine the
success or failure of  this
pilot project, he said it
would be evaluated based
on the objectives of  the
"Big Move", Metrolinx's
regional transportation
plan, "the desire to test
new markets, the rider-
ship potential of  those
new markets, the revenue
and operating costs, and
the availability of
resources."

Resident in critical condition after glider accident

30”, 36”, 48”, 60”

$599.99

*Quantities are limited, so please shop early best selection*

By Brock Weir

You might be harbour-
ing invasive plant species 
in your garden; but take 
heart – we may have been 
doing it for generations. 

That Norway maple in 
your yard? Check. The 
cluster of  picturesque peri-
winkle? Check. Goat weed? 
Get real!  Emily Johnston’s 
mission in Aurora is to 
bring this message to nurs-
eries and garden centres. 
Sher’s here hunting for 
greenhouses which may be 
spreading the use of  inva-
sive species like the ones 
listed above through the 
sale of  garden plants.

“Norway maple is prob-
ably the biggest [culprit] 
because people don’t rea-
lise it is invasive, and then 
there is the Japanese bar-
berry, which is a shrub 
that people like to put in a 
lot of  their gardens,” says 
Ms. Johnston. “Then there 
are a lot of  water plants 
like water lettuce, water 
hyacinth, and water sol-
diers which, if  taken out 
of  somebody’s own con-
tained water garden, can 
spread into lakes and river 
systems.”

“It causes a big problem 
for the native systems on 
our lakes. We’re trying 
to educate them on their 
proper removal and ways 
to contain them in their 
own garden so they don’t 
spread any further.”

This “we”, is the Inva-
sive Species “Hit Squad”, 
a group of  21 summer 
students working with 
the Ontario Federation 
of  Anglers and Hunters. 
Ms. Johnston, a student 

College student is on the hunt for pesky plants

Barbarians perform well in training 
camp

SIU investigates York Region death

It was a matter of  East versus West last week as the 
two women’s rugby teams faced off  against each other 
as part of  the Women’s High Performance Training 
Camp in Langford, ON. The East, which included rep-
resentation from Aurora Barbarians members Lynzi 
Anderson and Jacey Murphy, took an early lead in the 
game before falling behind and rebounding just before 
the half. “The women played at an incredible pace to-
day with a ton of  heart,” said Colette McAuley, coach 
of  the East in a statement. “I wanted to see them play 
an open game and all of  them were able to put the 
plan into place. We have a lot of  talent here." Ms. An-
derson recently featured in The Auroran through her 
participation of  a nude fundraising calendar featur-
ing members of  Canada’s National Women’s Rugby 
Team, of  which she is a member. The calendar can be 
purchased at www.nswtcalendar.com.

Ontario’s Special Investigations Unit has been 
called in to investigate the case of  a man dying after 
being taken into custody by York Regional Police. The 
incident occurred on July 25 at around 9.30 p.m. when 
police were called to the Tim Hortons at Newmarket’s 
404 Plaza where the 56 year old man was arrested. York 
Regional Police said in a statement they arrested “an 
intoxicated male causing a disturbance” and follow-
ing his arrest an “in-custody injury” took place. The 
SIU said the man soon went into medical distress and 
taken to Southlake where he was pronounced dead 
the next day. The SIU is calling on anyone who may 
have witnessed the incident or have information on 
the case, to contact the investigators at 416-641-1872.

College student Emily Johnston continues to tour local nurseries and greenhouses looking for invasive species 
being sold as garden and yard plants. She’s part of a “Hit Squad” sponsored by the Ontario Federation of Anglers 
and Hunters and what is on her “hit list” might surprise you.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Briefly

at Lindsay’s Fleming Col-
lege has been assigned to 
Aurora as part of  the team 
which will monitor over 
200 lakes, waterways and 
forests for things like zebra 
mussels, giant hogweed, 
garlic mustard, and other 
invasive species. She has 
been tasked locally with 
hitting local nurseries and 
seeing what is in stock 
and determining whether 
the point of  sale for these 
species accounts for any 
detrimental effects in the 
surrounding area.

“I have had the oppor-
tunity to go to an assort-
ment of  all [nurseries],” 
Ms. Johnston told The Au-
roran. “What I do when I go 
there is take a look around 
myself  to see what they 
do sell and I will then ap-
proach either the manager 
or whoever is on staff  at 
the time and just explain 
to them what I am doing 
to find out what things are 
being sold and where, and 
then maybe we can later 
find a correlation between 
where they have become 
a problem and where they 
are being sold.”

If  you find it hard to 
believe that your beloved 
Norway maple might be a 
foreign invader, Ms. John-
ston says she is used to it. 
Through her work she says 
she has often encountered 
situations where when she 
has been met with scoff-
ing disbelief  when she 
tells people which of  their 
plant species are actually 
invasive.

To get her point across, 
she tells them about the 

program, provides them 
with information on the 
Ontario Invasive Plant 
Council, the Anglers and 
Hunters, and the Ministry 
of  Natural Resources and 
provides them with infor-
mation on their studies. 

“They have done stud-
ies on these plants to show 
they are detrimental to our 
system if  not taken care of, 
so what I try and stress to 
them is I am not telling 
[nursery owners] not to 
sell it – that is not my job 
and I am not allowed to do 
that – but I am telling them 
to educate the public on 
proper maintenance and 
disposal of  these plants if  
they choose to take them.

“I also give them the On-
tario Invasive Plant Coun-
cil’s ‘Grow Me Instead’ 
guide, which is a really 
good guide which shows 
what is invasive and alter-
natives to it that will grow 
the same, or look similar 
to that, which are either 
native or non-invasive.”

Through her work, and 
the literature she provides, 
Ms. Johnston’s key recom-
mendation for people who 
have already bought the 
pesky plants from green-
houses is to make sure 
gardens are not overplant-
ed. If  you choose to have 
invasive plants in your 
garden, she says to plant 
them sparingly so when 
they do grow they don’t 
become a problem. If  they 
do become a problem and 
you want to remove them, 
do it properly – put them 
in a black garbage bag and 
leave them out in the sun 

to dry out so they’re not 
going to spread their seeds 
any further.

“We’re not saying we 
don’t want people to have 
these plants in their gar-
den, because a lot of  them 
are beautiful, but we want 
them to have the proper 
education and the proper 
knowledge to make them a 
sustainable thing in their 
garden as opposed to an 
overrun problem,” she 
says.

“[Consumers often don’t 
realise] that if  they don’t 
want to have the plants 
anymore, they can actu-
ally bring them back to 
most nurseries. They can 
often bring them back to 
the stores where they pur-
chased them and they will 
purchase them back for re-
sale.”

As for your Norway ma-
ple, here’s the deal: They’re 
too healthy for their own 
good.

The trees, says Ms. John-
ston, have prolific repro-
duction systems so they 
are easily spread and grow 
in disturbed areas. Once 
settled, they outcompete 
for food and habitat with 
native species. 

“They’re not so much 
a problem with, say, the 
Town or street trees be-
cause they are most com-
monly planted because 
they grow fast and offer a 
lot of  shade,” she says. “It 
is when they are near a 
water system that they be-
come a problem when their 
seeds float downstream. 
This is definitely a factor 
– they don’t necessarily 
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One Canadian’s 
“aha!’ moment
Re: Brock’s Banter – When did you first sit up and 
notice? (July 3, 2012) 

Your article sparked a memory. Here it is!
After completing a four-year apprenticeship in Eng-

land, I was ready to go home to family and Canada after 
a seven-year absence. 

I had lost my accent, favouring a sort of  Cockney/
pseudo -BBC accent which had initially made me more 
acceptable to and less teased by my schoolmates. I 
yearned for my Canadian accent back.

Air travel being too expensive and in order to travel 
with my only possessions in a steamer trunk, I booked 
passage on the Canadian Pacific ocean liner “Empress 
of  Canada” out of  Liverpool to Montreal. She was head-
ed on to the Caribbean as a cruise ship, picking up pas-
sengers in New York.

Cruising the Atlantic must be lovely in summer but is 
harrowing in November. This was also considered one 
of  the most hazardous routes for a vessel to navigate be-
cause of  unexpected fog. 

As we were buffeted by high winds and waves, the at-
tendance at our sumptuous dinner tables dwindled over 
the seven days we were at sea.   The first mate had told 
me that the trick to surviving seasickness was to crawl 
to the shower each morning, stand up in the water spray, 
adjust to the movement of  the ship and carry on from 
there. It worked!

The ship accommodated 192 first class passengers and 
856 tourist class. It wasn’t full - we were about 500 spread 
all over - mostly curious and apprehensive British émi-
grés with a handful of  homesick Canadians.

The defining moment came about two in the morning 
during a dance when it was announced that a lighthouse 
on Newfoundland had been sighted. 

All the Canadians and lots of  the Brits rushed up and 
out on deck, holding on for dear life in the wind and cold, 
singing “O Canada” to the lighthouse, tears streaming 
down our faces.   It was our land – our home and native 
land.  We were home.

Carolyn Barclay, 
Aurora.

(Editor’s note: In my July 3 column, I asked readers 
when they actually sat up and took notice of  being Cana-
dian. The question is still open. Send your “aha!” moment 
to brock@auroran.com)

A “thank you” to Art in 
the Park artists

Many thanks to The Auroran editor Brock Weir and 
photographer David Falconer for their coverage of  Art 
in the Park/Kerry’s Place’s Fifth Annual Appreciation 
Day during the Farmers’ Market on July 7.

I am grateful for this opportunity at this time to thank 
the Visual Artists for participating at Art in the Park. 
They are Stephanie Davidson, Michael Dryer, Eva Folks, 
Elsa Ka Fa Lam, Sharon Kolinsyk, Laurie Larson, Linda 
Leeman,  Eva Nagy, Herbert Pryke, David Rankine, Judy 
Sherman, Denise & Angel Waskul, Malcolm Watts, Su-
san Welland with Face Painting by Ryta Iannello.  De-
spite the rain we had a great time together as artists. 

Deborah Campo, 
Art in the Park Coordinator

Letters to the Editor

Aurora: Now in Sorkinvision
I have recently been sucked into 

HBO’s new show The Newsroom, the 
latest program by Aaron Sorkin, the 
screen and television writer who has 
brought you such great shows and 
films as The West Wing and The So-
cial Network, and not-so-great things 
like Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip.

The show airs Sunday nights simul-
taneously on HBO Canada – so, for the 
uninitiated, here is a brief  synopsis 
of  the show. Consider this your spoil-
er warning.

The Newsroom revolves around a 
prominent news anchor on an Amer-
ican cable news channel who has 
gained his popularity by constantly 
travelling the middle of  the road, nev-
er expressing an opinion...until one 
day he lets ‘er rip on an unsuspecting 
university student during a panel lec-
ture. Over the course of  the program, 
he is rebuilding his career while doz-
ens of  wacky characters orbit around 
him, including his crack television 
producer (and former girlfriend, just 
for kicks), stodgy television execu-
tives, and unusually earnest research-
ers.

What might be the most interest-
ing – and frustrating – part of  the pro-
gram is that the show’s setting began 
in 2010 and has slowly progressed to 
the spring of  2011, so its esteemed 
creator is able to examine the news 
stories of  the day with occasionally 
heavy-handed hindsight. This is Aar-
on Sorkin’s newsroom, so with hind-
sight being what it is, he can write his 
fictional news network, for instance, 
to be practically the only one in the 
western hemisphere to have enough 
integrity and chutzpah to hold off  on 
declaring Arizona congresswoman 
Gabrielle Giffords dead following 
what turned out to be her non-fatal 
shooting outside a constituency gro-
cery store. 

They are the lone holdouts in pre-
maturely throwing out her canned 
obituary while companies like MSN-
BC, CNN, and a host of  others throw 
it out there just to be the first ones to 
broadcast the scoop...or play a game 

of  catch-up with their competitors. 
Other points of  interest the show 

has covered through the 20/20 clar-
ity of  hindsight includes coverage of  
“Weinergate”, the devastating Japa-
nese earthquake, the death of  Osama 
Bin Laden, and the downturn in the 
international economy.

Some might think this is an inter-
esting perspective on events which are 
still fresh in the public consciousness, 
but others, including many critics, 
have just rolled their eyes in dismay 
at what they see as scripts written 
with a heavier hand than Jesus’, if  he 
came off  his stone plinth overlooking 
urban Brazil.

But on the other hand, it opens up a 
whole world through the imagination. 
With prescient hindsight, what would 
be his revisionist coverage of  Aurora? 
There is certainly more than enough 
grist for his mill. 

Maybe he could start off  during 
the first leadership race of  the newly-
formed Federal Conservative party 
in 2004. In Sorkin’s version of  New-
market-Aurora, maybe there would be 
one person to breathlessly barge into 
the Aurora Legion at the last minute 
to go backstage and insist to Belinda 
Stronach that the Conservative Party 
will not be the right place for her if  
she loses?

Fast forward to 2006.
Various forces around Town and be-

yond are pushing for the preservation 
of  the manor on the southwest corner 

of  Bayview and Wellington, which is 
slated to be demolished to pave the 
way for an attractive Toyota dealer-
ship. Quick cut to an early-generation 
version of  Friends of  Manor coming 
to Council’s podium with a superfi-
cially grand but relatively simple plan 
to dismantle and relocate Aurora’s 
oldest home to a different site.

“Preserving this relatively sound 
and significant home from the later 
Georgian period is a must for Aurora,” 
the Friends might say. “It’s actually a 
much more significant structure than 
the pile of  rotting logs known as the 
Petch House.” 

Fast forward a few more episodes.
It is the last days of  the 2006 to 2010 

Council term. Six of  eight sitting 
Councillors join the Mayor in a closed 
session meeting which would, in real-
ity, ultimately lead to her $6 million 
defamation lawsuit against three local 
citizens, among others, over allegedly 
defamatory postings on a local blog. 

Consider this for a moment: While 
two sitting councillors in reality re-
fused to participate in the meeting, 
and the deputy mayor later recanted 
his position, an additional two Coun-
cillors who participated later told The 
Auroran that they were not aware 
their vote would lead to the autho-
risation of  a lawsuit. In hindsight, 
they said they would have asked more 
questions before going forward.

Imagine if  in Aaron Sorkin’s ver-
sion of  Aurora they actually did!

THE JOY OF EMAIL
Maybe it was the revenge of  the 

email gods after Scott Johnston and I 
both wrote columns last week defend-
ing the post office, but due to some 
unforeseen technical issues our email 
servers soon went down. If  you sent 
any emails between Sunday, July 29 
and the afternoon of  Tuesday, July 31 
they did not get through to us. I am 
happy to report that the glitch has 
been fixed, so please resend anything 
that was meant to come our way.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Machell’s Corners

To submit a letter to the editor please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com – deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m.
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I would like to thank The 
Auroran newspaper for the 
ongoing opportunity to in-
form you about the latest 
initiatives taking place at 
the federal level. Here are 
the most recent:

EI Improvements
Through Economic Ac-

tion Plan 2012, the Govern-
ment of  Canada is launch-
ing a new, national EI pilot 
project, Working While on 
Claim starting August 5, 
2012. The pilot project in-
creases the incentive for 
claimants to accept avail-
able jobs by allowing them 
to keep more of  what they 
earn while on EI, as benefits 
are only reduced by 50 per-
cent of  total earnings from 
working while on claim. 

The Working While on 
Claim pilot is one of  many 
recent improvements the 
Government of  Canada has 
made to the EI program. 
This past spring, we an-
nounced several targeted, 
common-sense changes to 
encourage Canadians to 
stay active in the job market 
and to remove disincentives 

to work. These changes in-
clude better connecting Ca-
nadians to available oppor-
tunities in their local area, 
clarifying their responsi-
bilities while collecting EI, 
and establishing a new pan-
Canadian approach for cal-
culating EI benefits so that 
those living in regions with 
comparable labour market 
conditions receive similar 
benefits.

Investing in Youth 
Employment

Economic Action Plan 
2012 also announced an-
other $50M over two years 
towards our Youth Employ-
ment Strategy, to help young 
Canadians obtain meaning-
ful work experience.  

This summer alone we 
have helped over 36,000 
students across Canada, 
including hundreds in 
Newmarket-Aurora, find 
jobs in a variety of  fields 
through Canada Summer 
Jobs. These opportunities 
are helping students pay 
for their education, while 
equipping them with the 
skills and experiences they 
need in order to succeed.

With the input of  young 
Canadians, we have also 
enhanced the information 
available online at youth.
gc.ca.  This website gives 
students access to valuable 
information on resume 
building, cover letter writ-
ing, and job postings – all at 
the click of  a button, when-
ever they need it.

In comparison to our glob-
al counterparts, Canada has 
much to be proud of  when 
it comes to our efforts for 
youth employment; in fact, 
we rank second only to Ger-
many in our successes. 

But we also recognize that 
more work must be done to 

address the challenges that 
our youth often face when 
transitioning from school 
to work – and ensuring that 
their talent is cultivated 
most effectively.  That in-
cludes addressing the mis-
match that currently exists 
in Canada between skill sets 
and job requirements. 

It’s our responsibility as a 
government, collaborating 
with our many partners, to 
set the next generation up 
for success. We take that re-
sponsibility seriously. 

Supporting Veterans
To further support Cana-

dians who have dedicated 
themselves to serving their 

country, the Government 
announced on July 31 the 
launch of  the Transitional 
Housing and Supports for 
Homeless Veterans pilot 
project to help veterans who 
are homeless or at risk of  
homelessness. 

Human Resources and 
Skills Development Canada, 
through the Homelessness 
Partnering Strategy, is pro-
viding over $1.9 million in 
funding for this project and 
Veterans Affairs Canada is 
providing in-kind contribu-
tions totaling $1.85 million.

This pilot project is based 
on a successful program that 
was launched in the United 
Kingdom, where the govern-
ment provides support that 
is based on veteran-centred 
principles. A key compo-
nent of  the project is a focus 
on providing a structured, 
military-like environment 
in the housing facilities. 

Central to this environ-
ment includes the imple-
mentation of  peer support, 
where veterans use their 
experience to help other vet-
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The Royal Canadian Le-

gion applauds the launch of  
this much needed pilot proj-
ect, which is far more than 
just putting a roof  over the 
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It is about providing more 
lasting, meaningful support 
for those veterans most in 
need.
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London, Ontario; Calgary, 
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I would like to remind 
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exemplifies the meaning of  
community service, please 
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for this honour. Applica-
tions can be downloaded 
from my website at www.
loisbrown.ca. 

If  you would like to con-
tact me on these or any other 
issue, please call 905.953.7515 
or visit my website. I would 
love to hear from you.

Perhaps you heard that 
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in the London Olympics 
were ejected from the 
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formances? 
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doing, albeit comical. The 
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servers aimed the bird 
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They should be ashamed.

That's certainly not an 
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mer games. The gold med-
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on to the provincial games 
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Humble doesn't say it
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privilege to interview our 
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rather than accept their 
winning abilities.

It's not like they had a 
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looking for something to 
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pool, but none material-
ized, so I got involved in 
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He particularly enjoys 
the competitive aspect of  
playing and participates 
in the Monday afternoon 
activity.
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play on Monday," he says. 
Tuesdays are for those 
who are more interested 
in playing for fun and rec-
reation.
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outdoor lawn bowling 
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Club. "I've played indoor 
lawn bowling for about 12 
years." 

While the rules are 
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outdoor lawn bowling is 
played on a 90 foot court 
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Why does he enjoy play-
ing these sports?

"I enjoy the fellowship, 
you make a lot of  good 
friends, and it's good exer-
cise," he adds.

Last year, he and Lorna 
brought home the silver 

in carpet bowling. When 
asked of  their secret to 
winning, they both insist, 
"We were just lucky." 

He adds that there were 
far more outstanding 
players in the competition 
who had been in the sport 
for many years. 

Lorna Nadeaux is equal-
ly humble. She has played 
carpet bowling for three 
years "just as a pastime." 
In school, she played base-
ball and occasionally goes 
bowling. That is the ex-
tent of  her experience in 
sports. 

Preparation for the 
games was fairly straight-
forward. They were paired 
up and then used their 
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together a mere few weeks 
before the competition.

"It was fairly easy to 
win," she says, "but we 
were just lucky. You try 
your best." 

Unfortunately, they will 
not be able to participate 
at the provincial level 
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did and won, they would 
be eligible for the federal 
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Bocce Ball
We have some great 

news for Bocce Ball play-
ers.

Because they're having 
such a good time playing 
on Thursday mornings, 
they've decided to add a 
session on Tuesday morn-
ings at 10 a.m. This will 
help accommodate the 
growing number of  play-
ers, last recorded at 19. 
With four per side, it was 
cumbersome to accommo-
date them all.

Until the proper courts 
are built next summer, 
the games are played on 
the back lawn at the Cen-
tre. While this might not 
suit you serious players, 
imagine the fun you can 
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Olympics in the lounge
Another surprise treat. 

The Centre is showing live 
telecasts of  the ongoing 
London Olympics in the 
lounge all this week. Drop 
by, take a look and catch 
some exciting competi-
tions. Root for Canada!

Gold medal carpet bowlers share their secret to success

Ottawa Report

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

LOIS
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

Gold medal winners Lorna 
Nadeaux and Bill Summers 
prove that you don't need 
years of dedicated experi-
ence and exceptional skill 
to win in Carpet Bowling. 
You only need to "try your 
best". See this week’s “Se-
nior Scape” below.

Auroran photo by Sylvia 
Dickens

With all the talk about Aurora’s
Sesquicentennial Celebrations,
here’s a look back at one thing
Aurora did to mark its 100th
anniversary 49 years go. This com-
memorative plate from the celebra-
tions is in the collection of the
Aurora Historical Society includes
former historic sites and a few exist-
ing sites, including the former
Farmers’ Market building, Aurora
United Church with its original
steeples, a Fleury Plough, early loco-
motives, and the still familiar Yonge
streetscape. Which sites would be on
a 150th anniversary plate? Hillary
House and the Church Street School
seem like two top contenders!

Photo courtesy of 
the Aurora Historical Society
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A letter arrives in the mail. It's
from your doctor. While opening the
envelope, you wonder what this
could be about. It's not often that you
get a letter from him. A phone call
maybe, to remind you of  an appoint-
ment but you can't remember ever
getting a letter...And then you read
this:

"Dear Patient: I write to inform
you that in mid-April 2012, we dis-
covered that a hard drive that was
used in our office to store certain
medical records was stolen. We
believe that the hard drive that was
stolen contained some of  your per-
sonal health information."

The letter goes on to explain that
while "almost" all of  the electronic
records containing personal health
information stored in the doctor's
office are encrypted and password-
protected, the hard drive that was
stolen was neither encrypted nor
password-protected.

You can't believe your eyes as you
read on.

"The documents contained on the
hard drive may have included per-
sonal health information such as
your name, address, date of  birth
and medical information.

"We apologize for this unfortunate
incident and can advise you that we
are doing our utmost to ensure, to
the extent possible, that future pri-
vacy breaches are avoided."

Can't happen, you say? Well, it

shouldn't happen, but it
did. The preceding are
direct quotes from a let-
ter that was brought to
me by a constituent
this past week. Not
only was she distraught
that confidential med-
ical information was
now in some stranger's
hands, but she was
equally frustrated with
how this breach of  con-
fidential medical infor-
mation was being han-
dled. I don't blame her.

First, the letter states explicitly
that the theft of  the records was dis-
covered in mid-April of  this year.
The letter advising the patient of  the
breach was dated July 9, 2012 and
was date stamped by Canada Post on
July 12th. 

Why did it take three months for
the doctor to advise his patients that
their medical records had been
stolen? 

We hear enough stories involving
identity theft to know that serious
harm can be done with even the
most basic of  personal information,
let alone sensitive medical files.
While the letter expressed regrets
and gave assurances that steps had
been taken to prevent any future pri-
vacy breaches, there is no justifiable
reason for the fact that it took three

months to alert
patients.

Clearly, this is a
breach of  the Personal
Health Information
Act. That legislation,
passed in 2004, pre-
scribes that any per-
son or organization
who has control of
personal health infor-
mation records must
take steps to ensure
that those records are
protected against
theft, loss or unautho-

rized use. 
The legislation also requires that

if  a theft or loss occurs, the patient
must be notified "at the first reason-
able opportunity." In this case, the
doctor failed to comply with both of
these legislated requirements.

I have asked the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of  Ontario
to investigate. 

I also contacted the office of  the
Information and Privacy
Commissioner to determine if  the
doctor had reported this breach to
the Commissioner. I was told that
there were no records of  this breach
being reported.

I asked the Privacy Commissioner
to investigate to determine how this
breach came about, why the doctor
failed to report the breach and to
take the steps necessary to ensure

that all health information custodi-
ans are reminded of  their responsi-
bilities to ensure the security of
patient records.

YOU AND YOUR HEALTH
INFORMATION RECORDS 

I raise this issue, not to point fin-
gers at the medical practitioner
involved in this case, although he
must and will be held accountable
for failing to protect his patients'
health records but, more important,
to raise awareness of  how vulnera-
ble our information systems are to
privacy breaches. 

This is the third incident of  infor-
mation systems containing sensitive
personal information being
breached within the past few weeks. 

On July 16, Elections Ontario
announced that two USB keys carry-
ing copies of  voter information for
as many as 25 electoral districts
(including Newmarket-Aurora) were
lost or stolen. On June 6th, all 72 of
the ServiceOntario kiosks were shut
down because of  a security breach.
Those kiosks contain highly sensi-
tive information including drivers'
licence, credit and debit card num-
bers. They're still down today.

The next time you're seeing your
doctor, you may just want to ask how
safe your medical records are.

As always, I welcome your com-
ments or advice. Feel free to call me
at 905-750-0019 or contact me through
my website at www.frankklees.com

Despite the availability of  three
other outlets in town, there's a lot of
angst out there about the loss of  our
main Post Office, which will be clos-
ing its doors August 17.

I do feel for the employees, and
hope they are able to find work at
other local facilities, but it's not like
we all couldn't see this coming.  

Be honest; when was the last time
you received a letter in the mail?

I mean a "real" letter.  Not a "dear
occupant", or a mass-produced form
letter with your name mis-spelled,
noting you as the wrong gender, and
seeking a donation from an organiza-
tion you've never heard of. 

I can probably count on one hand
the number of  letters and even bills
I've received in the mail since the
beginning of  the year.   

Apart from the odd magazine, all
we seem to receive every week is
about 150 kgs of  fliers, pamphlets,
special offers, promotions and other
junk mail that goes directly into the
recycling bin.

Gone are the days
when, for example, one
would wait with great
expectation for a post-
card from a relative in
some faraway land,
usually receiving it sev-
eral days after they'd
returned home, but still
no less exciting to read.   

Nowadays, you don't
have to wait till the
mail arrives at 1 pm for
three lines of  illegible
two week old updates
on the back of  a post-
card depicting some ancient ruin
your cousin never even visited
because she spent all her time drink-
ing next to the pool.  

Now, it's old news if  you haven't
received a twitter update from her in
the last five minutes.  Or, if  you can't
wait that long, you can look at all her
vacation photos uploaded and posted
to her Facebook page within seconds
of  them being taken.  And you don't

even need to be near
your super-mailbox to
do this.

And it's not just
postcards, letters,
greeting cards and
other, what now seem
old-fashioned, forms of
communication that
have been replaced.
Everything else from
bills, to statements, to
magazines that used to
arrive four or five
times a week in our
physical mailboxes,

are all now available 24/7 in our elec-
tronic mailboxes, and on thousands
of  websites. 

So it's not a surprise that the post
office is closing.  In fact, it joins a
long line of  businesses that are
falling victim to advances in commu-
nication technology, such as printing
companies, video rental places,
record/CD stores, photography
shops, and many others.   

And this does not even touch on
companies that are suffering from
competition from increases in on-line
sales.

As for the latest victim in town of
electronic progress, when the post
office does move out in a few weeks, I
will be curious to see what fate awaits
the building itself, which sits on a
nice sized piece of  land right in the
middle of  town.  

Will it be used for other govern-
ment or municipal purposes (all
together now … "youth centre!")?
Will it join the ranks of  shuttered
shops in Aurora's downtown core?   

Or will it perhaps be taken over by
some new store, gamely trying to
make a go of  it, despite the busy traf-
fic and lack of  convenient parking?

I hope it's the latter, even if  it has
recently been suggested that there
are too many retail shops in town.

I far prefer them to the empty ones.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.

The Aurora jazz+ Festival will soon be upon us. Do you plan
on attending the three day festival in Town Park at any point
from August 3 - August 5?

A) Yes   B) No   C) Undecided
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Funding details lacking on 
Joint Ops centre: Councillors

By Brock Weir

Although Councillors
have yet to report out on
their final decision regard-
ing the purchase of  a 10
acre plot of  land on
Industrial Parkway North
for a new joint operations
centre, funding appeared to
be a hurdle to clear.

In a half-hour 
discussion last week,
Councillors expressed con-
cern over just how this
project will be financed.
Ilmar Simanovskis,
Aurora's Director of
Infrastructure, indicated in
a report  that purchasing
the land in question is esti-
mated to cost $4 million.
This does not include $12
million for the actual build-
ing of  the joint operations
centre for an estimated
grand total of  $16,982,000. 

The Director, however,
proposed a number of  dif-
ferent ways the project
could be funded which
would not result in a hit on
the taxpayer. This included
garnering $3 million from
the sale of  the existing
works department site on
Scanlon Court, $3.8 million
from development charges,
$7 million from the sale of
business lands on Leslie
Street, and the balance
coming out of  other
reserve funds at the munic-
ipal level. 

Some Councillors, how-
ever, said more - and firmer
- details were needed how-
ever, before they could ren-
der an informed decision
on the proposal.

"Part of  the deliberation
has to be the funding

sources," said Councillor
Evelyn Buck. "Part of  the
decision making process
has to be not just the antic-
ipation or the guessing of
where the money might
come from but where the
money will come from.

"I'm not prepared to
make a decision to put the
Town into a situation pro-
viding that this kind of
funding for that kind of
facility without knowing
where it is coming from
and what the impact 
is going to be."

This was a viewpoint
shared by Councillor John
Gallo, who said these pre-
liminary details were sub-
ject to change.

"At some point prior to
making a significant deci-
sion I would be very inter-
ested in having more infor-
mation on things like devel-
opment charges, why we
chose $3.8 million there,
some balances on those
accounts and how we
expect to be able to recover
those funds from those var-
ious funding sources. 

"Fundamentally I have
an issue with spending
money on a project prior to
actually having the money
now. If  it is well planned
out with a good plan behind
it, I can support that."

According to Aurora
CAO Neil Garbe, however,
the further information
Councillors Buck and Gallo
seek all comes down to tim-
ing to gauge the "adequacy
in the reserves."

Other members, such as
Councillor Michael
Thompson, had their fin-
gers crossed that funding

Local historical societies
throughout York and
Durham Region have
joined forces to show-
case the area’s rich agri-
cultural history. Their
efforts can now be seen
at the Aurora Room at
the Aurora Cultural
Centre in the exhibition
curated by the York-
Durham Association of
Museums, of which the
Aurora Historical Society
(AHS) is a member.
Aurora’s contributions
are several pieces of
farming tools, including
a famed Fleury Plough,
and other ancillary items
ranging from wheelbar-
rows to cutters.
Pictured above loading

for a project such as this
would be available from
other levels of  government.
Other towns and cities that
had undertaken similar
projects, he said, were able
to secure federal and
provincial grants and
loans. Mr. Simanovskis said
that a funding program
leaning towards low inter-
est loans is available to help
offset things. 

Further opportunities
might be available through
the joint Federal and
Provincial Building
Canada Fund as well as
funding for green initia-
tives on the site, according
to Mr. Garbe.

"At this point in time we
want to say here are the
funding sources and what
this demonstrates is there
is no need for any tax rate
increase to support the con-
struction of  this facility,"
said Mr. Garbe. "We can
find other revenue and
whether that right number
works in water and waste-
water given our other infra-
structure, maybe some-
thing else has to be adjust-
ed.

"Opportunities for real
estate don't come up very
often and this is an opportu-
nity that presents itself  and
we're asking Council to con-
sider making [a decision] at
this point in time - subject
to other detailed financial
work that needs to be done -
to support this project."

150th party 
planners chosen

By Brock Weir

Seven people have been
chosen to take on the plan-
ning of  Aurora's 150th
anniversary celebrations. 

The seven people
selected to form an ad-hoc
committee tasked with
overseeing the planning of
Aurora's sesquicentennial
were chosen after Council
rejected an initial plans to
hire a project manager to
oversee the planning, and
then a plan to have a com-
mittee comprised of
stakeholder groups like
Aurora Historical Society,
Sport Aurora, and the
Town's Heritage Advisory
Committee.

What they decided on,
instead, was a committee
comprised of  citizen
members at large, and
steering this committee
following Council
approval last week are for-
mer mayor Tim Jones, for-
mer councillor Alison
Collins-Mrakas, Lindsay
McGuire, Stewart
McLaren, reigning Citizen
of  the Year Brian North,
Greg Smith, and Brian
Trussler. 

These seven will be
given many tasks in order
to make the sesquicenten-
nial celebrations a reality

including forming a year-
long plan for Council's
consideration, research-
ing what other towns and
cities have done to mark
the same milestone, look
into grant and other fund-
ing programs that would
assist in costs, help other
community groups mark
the occasion, and actually
go out to residents and see
how they would like to see
Aurora mark its 150th
anniversary. 

One of  the primary
issues to consider, and one
which has been debated
around the Council table,
is whether sesquicenten-
nial events should be held
on their own - either for
one week- or weekend-
long blowout - or perhaps
piggybacked onto some
existing Town events like
the Canada Day Parade,
Santa Under the Stars, or
other events in Town
Park.

Have your say - how
would you like Aurora to
mark its 150th anniver-
sary? Would you want a
week-long celebration or
prefer to keep the good
times rolling scattered
throughout 2013? Send
your comments and sug-
gestions to brock@auro-
ran.com.  

GROUPS UNCOVER LOCAL FARMING HISTORY
in their artefacts are, left
to right, Jamie Peers of
the Cannington
Museum, Maggie
MacKenzie of the
Richmond Hill Heritage
Centre, Claire Layton and
Christine McClure of The
Aurora Historical Society
(with Larry Doble of the

Sunderland Museum
behind them holding a
rake), Ted Foster of
Cannington, and Melissa
Matt and Earl Murray
from Georgina Pioneer
Village.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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www.tholiver.com  905.727.4258
Service You Can Trust. Since1924

NOW ON!
Call for detailsSale 

 Air Conditioner 

Deciding fate of Hydro money is more than a simple vote
By Brock Weir

While Town staff  prepare a fall education cam-
paign over the summer on what options are avail-
able for the $33 million in Aurora’s Hydro Fund,
deciding on the results of  a public survey isn’t as
simple as coming to a decision on popular opin-
ion.

In 2006, when the Council of  the day sold
Aurora Hydro, Councillors bound themselves and
future Councils in a series of  stringent conditions
on how the money can be spent. 

As things stand now, any decision on what to do
with the money will require the approval of  two
thirds of  the entire Council. Under the bylaw, this
is interpreted to mean that all members are pres-
ent in the Council chamber at the time of  the vote.
If  not, it is deferred until the next time every
Councillor is in his or her seat. If  that doesn’t
happen for three consecutive meetings, the num-
ber of  Councillors needed to reach 100 per cent
drops by one.

According to a report released by Town
Treasurer Dan Elliott in advance of  this month’s
Council meeting where Councillors voted to go
ahead with an education plan, this restriction
presents its own set of  problems to the Council of
2012 and has suggested a number of  changes
which will, if  his recommendations are accepted,
be debated in September. 

Not only does the existing bylaw only cover the
initial amount garnered from the sale and not the
substantial interest that has accrued since then,
but the voting itself  presents its own headaches.

“The restrictive vote rule indirectly gives uni-
lateral veto power to any one member on the pro-
posal near the time of  the vote, as any one mem-
ber only need to back away from the table or leave
the room just prior to calling the vote,” said Mr.
Elliott. “Should this occur, procedurally the vote
would not be able to be taken for three such meet-
ings. Subsequent to the first three meetings where
the allocation is intended to be voted upon, the
veto power moves to any two members who choose
to leave the table prior to the actual vote being
taken. There is no limit as to how long the veto
power rests with any two persons on the matter. 

“Clearly the restrictive voting rule as currently
adopted has the potential to impair the progress of
Council in making decisions in the best interest of
the community. Despite the restrictive voting rule,
the 30 days public notice must still be given.” 

Suggested ways to “clean up” this issue include
repealing the rule and replace it to require the
approval of  2/3 of  the members present, replace it
with a simple majority vote, or go their own way
in determining how to vote. Any changes, added
Mr. Elliott, would be a matter of  a simple majori-

ty vote of  this Council. 
“A reserve fund bylaw is standard municipal

practice, and for the larger Aurora Hydro Sale
Investment Fund, such a bylaw was previously
resolved to be adopted, but was never presented
for adoption,” said Mr. Elliott. “Consolidating into
reserve fund bylaws the past decisions of  Council
which took place over a number of  months or
years will serve to clarify for all members of
Council and the public the final intentions of
Council for the purposes and processes for alloca-
tion of  the hydro sale proceeds. 

“This will serve all parties well as the commu-
nity and Council contemplate possible community
projects as we prepare for public consultations on
various proposed uses.”





 

dedicated cameras.
Now cameras are
built into multiple
devices and photos
can be edited, shared
and discovered with-
in moments of  being
taken.

Magazines
were bound
by the print
m e d i u m .
Now with the
advent of  Flipboard, digital
magazines bring more per-
sonalized content, accessible
everywhere and always up to
date and including rich
media items.

Books were also victims
of  their printed constraints.
Now a wide range of  e-read-
ers allows for a highly per-
sonalized reading experience
and allows for readers to trav-
el with a large library on
their mobile device.

The music industry
required their audience to
buy albums in stores and
play them on dedicated play-
ers.  Now music discovery is
more social; instant on-
demand streaming to
enabled devices has opened
up the playback realm.

The video industry is see-

ing the same transi-
tion, as retail stores
like Blockbuster
have busted in favor
of  on-
demand/instant
streaming services

like YouTube
and Netflix.

The televi-
sion industry
made its
money by

providing linear program-
ming on pre-set channels
with little control offered to
the viewer.  Now, On Demand
personalized content is lead-
ing a trend in homes, cutting
their limited and pricey
cable.

Marketplaces themselves
have shifted from street fairs
to integrated platforms for
listings, advertising, pay-
ment and inventory manage-
ment through services like
Etsy.

Business collaboration
has changed from meetings,
whiteboards and teleconfer-
ences to online working
groups complete with data
sharing and instant messag-
ing capabilities with services
like Salesforce, Yammer and
Jive.

the House of
Commons,
according to
A S A
President
C h a r l e s
Sequeira. As
it happens,
the House
was in ses-
sion that day
which added
to their
enjoyment
of  the trip.

Senior dancers
If  you haven't had the ben-

efit of  seeing our dancers
perform, you'll get a chance
at the upcoming Farmers'
Market on August 11. The
ASA Square Dancers will be
demonstrating some of  the
dances they've been doing
over the past year.

They're also looking for
new members when they
start up again on October 15.
You don't have to know how
to dance because the current
members are more than

happy to
teach you,
step by step.
It's some-
thing to put
on your list
for the fall.

Crafters
needed
T h e

K n o t t y
Knitters is a
bit of  a mis-
nomer. They
don't just

knit. They make almost any-
thing to do with needlework.
Right now, they're rushing to
create a good quantity of
items to sell at the upcoming
Aurora Farmers' Market on
August 11. Your help is need-
ed.

If  you are a needlecraft
hobbyist, you are invited to
join them on a Monday
morning.

Jazz tickets
The Centre is selling a

limited number of  Aurora
Jazz Festival tickets for
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sutton group - solutions realty inc., brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Steve Thomas
Sales Representative 

Providing Real Estate Solutions 
That Save You $$$

Aurora Office: 905-841-5405

Fibromyalgia: Natural 
Approaches for Lasting Relief  

Advertorial

Fibromyalgia is reach-
ing alarming levels and
ineffective treatment is
common.  If  you suffer
from Fibromyalgia you
need to know poorly
known facts about the
condition in order to
avoid years of   pain and
suffering.

You have probably
been told by your doctor
you have constant, unre-
lenting joint pain …  ten-
der, achy spots all over
your body…  including
your neck and upper
back…   pain between
your shoulder blades …
chronic fatigue …  and
maybe constant or inter-
mittent headaches.  You
can’t sleep at night and
are  exhausted all day.

You can’t even enjoy
the simple things in life
anymore, such as playing
with your children.
Getting out of  bed every-
day is an unbelievable
challenge.

Life Has Become
Unbearable...  

Your doctor does an
exam...negative.  He
takes some  X-rays...nega-

tive.  Does a few blood
tests… negative.  Maybe
even an MRI… negative.  

Then he tells you you
have Fibromyalgia and
gives you anti-inflamma-
tory drugs. You find that
the approaches you try do
not help and often make
it worse. 

So you go back, again
and again, and your doc-
tor gives you different
drugs to try to make you
feel better.   

The doctor eventually
may say... “I’ve done all I
can do, you just need to
learn to live with it…”

After  exhausting the
list of  medications you
may also be told it’s “all
in your head” and they
may even send you to a
psychiatrist for anti-
depressant drugs.

You may have gone
through months, if  not
years, of  grueling tests
and drugs with horrible
side effects.  

It is clear that suffer-
ers need much more
information on what
Fibromyalgia really is
and how they can help

themselves.
Sufferers also need to

know there are many nat-
ural ways of  helping
themselves feel better by
improving the function of
muscles and nerves to
help the body to heal.    

The medical system
has essentially three
major choices: drugs,
physiotherapy or sur-
gery. 

There are other
approaches that are  sen-
sible,  natural  and safe
that have helped many
Fibromyalgia sufferers
improve  their life forev-
er.

To help sufferers,  a
workshop is being offered
as a community service
to reveal effective ways
to feel better, increase
energy and improve the
quality of  life.  The work-
shop is free. 

The workshop will be
held on Wed Aug 8, 7.30 –
9 pm. at the King West
Wellness Centre 141 King
Rd Unit 10 Richmond Hill 

Seating is limited.
Call to make reservations
(888) 837 0407.  

You might recall that our
seniors participated in their
own mini-Olympics recently. 

In a way, it's sad that they
didn't get the fanfare that the
international Olympians
receive. After all, they too
work hard, practice diligent-
ly, and focus on staying fit
and healthy in order to com-
pete. 

Yes, I know. The celebra-
tions in London last week
would be overkill for our
small competition. Even so,
the organizers really ought
to think about providing
more exposure in future for
the games and the senior
winners. 

Did they have an opening
ceremony of  substance? I
didn't hear of  any, although I
know they did hold a small
closing event. 

Admittedly, I was lax in
eyeing the papers early on
for announcements, but
when the summer games
began, I didn't need the infor-
mation. When I did, it was

scant or too close to the
event.

The international
Summer Olympics were
announced in plenty of  time
for us to catch the opening
ceremonies. This enabled
some forward-thinking peo-
ple at the Centre to schedule
time to show them on the big
screen in the lounge. 

This was good for people
with small television sets at
home. Imagine trying to
watch the elaborate displays
on a small screen. Besides,
watching them in a group
adds to the enjoyment.

That's one of  the great
things about the Centre. You
never know when you'll get a
special treat.

Ottawa trip
On June 27, MP Lois

Brown paid a visit to the
Centre during our Great
Canadian BBQ.
Subsequently, a group took a
trip to Ottawa where they
were given a "gracious wel-
come and personal tour" of




Sylvia Dickens

Seniors enjoy the London Olympic opening ceremonies
Saturday and Sunday,
August 4 and 5. Tickets are
$2.50 per person per day. If
you'd like to take advantage
of  this special offer, ask at the
reception desk. Tickets are
sold on a first come, first
served basis, so don't miss
out.

Walking Club Outings
Get your walking shoes

on and join the Walking Club
on August 8 as they enjoy
Willow Farm, Lakeview and
Wimpey Trail, Aurora
Heights to Tom's Park. You
don't need to pre-register.
Just show up at the Centre at
9.30 a.m. in proper gear. Don't
forget water. From there, par-
ticipants will car pool to the
starting location. The group
is always looking for new
members to join them each
week.

Fun programs 
It's always great to learn

something new, which is why
the Centre offers a good vari-
ety of  programs. The Town
of  Aurora has just
announced its senior pro-
grams which will be start in
September. You can grab one
of  the Fall 2012 program
guides from the Centre, the
Town Hall and at other loca-
tions. 

To tempt you, take a look
at this short list: 

Ivory Keys is for begin-
ners who would like to learn

how to read music and play
simple melodies.

Golden Voices teaches
you proper breathing tech-
niques, vocal development,
voice exercises, pitch devel-
opment and more.

Sculpting with Clay is a
great beginner course that
introduces you to conceptual
and practical aspects of  mod-
elling with clay.

Yoga Meditation shows
you how to release stress and
tension through breathing,
movement and relaxation.

Nutrition and You guides
you in how proper nutrition
can renew your energy and
help to make your body and
immune system stronger
and healthier.

Our 2012 Directors
The ASA recently named

its new directors for 2012.
They are: Ron Coe, 
Food Services Committee;
Winnie Gritten, Membership
& Volunteers; Carol
Hedenberg, Operations &
Activities; Bill Moore, Social
Committee; Louise Miller,
Sponsorship Committee.

For more information on
the Aurora Seniors' Centre
and all it has to offer, drop by
90 John West Way, visit the
web site www.aurorase-
niors.ca, email aurorase-
niors@rogers.com or call
905-726-4767 between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday.




Christopher Watts

Digital changes everything
This will mark the second

article in a departure from
my regular "100 Watts" col-
umn.  The idea behind it is to
tackle a series on digital cul-
ture for Aurora.  

My previous article was to
frame the series with one
overriding observation: digi-
tal changes everything.  This
article will explore what is
being changed and how.

Back in 2000, in his book
"Digital Capital", University
of  Toronto Professor Don
Tapscott explains how indus-
trial age production, commu-
nications, commerce and dis-
tribution all implode in this
digital age.

As companies rush to
rethink their value proposi-
tions the question everyone is
asking is: what is valuable in
a digital world?

One easy way to deter-
mine how valuable some-
thing is to try living without it
for a while.

Take for example, an
everyday object like the
phone.  Phones used to be
available on street corners
contained in large urine
soaked boxes. Now they are
found in your pocket.

What would life be like
without your mobile phone?

Like phones, computers
were large and tethered
devices which have now
become small and mobile.

These changes have
increased their value.

Here are some more
notable shifts:

Life stories used to adorn
walls.  Now they are widely
accessible through personal-
ized social media feeds like
Facebook.

News used to consist of
dedicated reports, often
delayed by the production
stream.  Now, real-time citi-
zen reporting through mobile
devices provides global reach.

Directories used to be
heavy printed yellow vol-
umes with no search features
and no reviews.  Now with
location aware services like
Yelp, one can discover user
reviews through a search that
includes images and recom-
mendations.

Photography required

The entire way recruiting
has been done has shifted
from job fairs and paper
resumes to LinkedIn's service
of  offering online resumes
with social relevancy, search-
able skill sets, endorsements
and recommendations.

These are huge disrup-
tions to our culture that are
unlikely to reverse because
they bring with them monu-
mental increases in value.

Changes that will likely be
taken for granted by children
the same way adults take the
air for granted. 

That is… until it is miss-
ing.

Stay tuned.
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.
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A New Approach to Memorial Design.
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905-726-4132

Sending  your teen to us
for 4 days this summer

could save their life.

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!
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Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

As promised two weeks ago, here is the reason I am
not driving anymore.

Seems some doctor in Toronto said so.
And one of  his workers told the Ministry which sent

me a note saying I had to have medical clearance to have
my drivers’ license reinstated.

So, in the meantime, I have been using CHATS driv-
ers to get around. And they, as I told you, have been
doing a wonderful job.

The doctor responsible for all this – his name is Lang
– says I probably have Progressive Supranuclear Palsy,
a disease which has affected about one in 100,000 people
over the age of  60 in the United States and most have
probably never heard of  it.

The word “progressive” was included in the name of
the disease because, unfortunately, the early symptoms
get worse and new symptoms develop sooner or later,
according to a write-up by Lawrence Golbe, MD, who is
a professor of  neurology.

The disease, known as PSP, has similar symptoms to
a form of  Parkinson’s.

It was first described as a distinct disorder in 1964
when three scientists published a paper that distin-
guished the condition from Parkinson’s disease.

For the most part, I can’t type, nor can I sign my
name the way I used to. I never could play hockey,
although my right foot has been “asleep” for several
years now. I don’t know if  I can hit a golf  ball, but I hope
to find that out soon.

The whole thing is very frustrating.
And this happened right after I had bought myself  a

new car.  Wouldn’t you know it?
REMEMBERING BARBARA HORSMAN

& CY BUCK
After a long and difficult battle, Barbara Horsman

died from metastatic melanoma (cancer) on the evening
of  July 23 at home with her family.

Barb had been the subject of  a group of  nearly 70
guides at her Stoddart Drive, Aurora, home a couple of
weeks prior to her death.

Her husband, Phil, was an instructor for the York
Region Board of  Education before he retired several
years ago.

Barb was also the mother of  Leanne and Adam and
was the grandmother of  Cameron.

Patricia and I attended the funeral Friday afternoon
at Thompson’s and were immediately sent to the “over-
flow” room which indicates the popularity of  the
woman.

Donations can be made in her name to the Stronach
Cancer Centre at Southlake Regional Health Centre
where a plaque in her name is being sponsored.

The second death I want to comment on is Cy Buck,
who was married to Councillor Evelyn Buck.

He was in the Eagle Terrace Long Term Care in
Newmarket when he died July 20.

Cy leaves behind several children, including
Stephen, Frank, Martin, Theresa, Heather, Mark and
Andrew.

An avid drummer, Cy was a lifetime member of
Theatre Aurora, the location of  his Celebration of  Life,
which will take place Sunday, August 12, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The theatre is located at 150 Henderson Drive, in
Aurora’s south end. 

Sincere sympathies to both families from Patricia
and me.

Feel free to email Ron at:
RWall9999@rogers.com


With just days remaining

until the fourth annual
Aurora Jazz Festival, teams
of  local citizens are rushing
to get everything ready for
you!

The festival is grateful for
support from citizens of
Aurora and all over York
Region!  We appreciate dedi-
cated sponsorship from
Enbridge Gas and, this year,
a Canadian Heritage grant
thanks to efforts from MP
Lois Brown.  We thank all
our sponsors, partners and

festival friends!
Hundreds of  York Region

citizen volunteers assist the
Aurora jazz+ Festival to
showcase hundreds of  our
home grown musicians,
entertainers and visual
artists - creating a festival
enjoyed by thousands!  Their
dedication catapulted the
Aurora jazz+ Festival into
the Top 100 in the Province of
Ontario!  

On Saturday night, MP
Lois Brown, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of

International Cooperation
and Minister Michael Chan,
Minister of  Tourism,
Culture and Sport will join
us on stage just before the
performance by  George St.
Kitts & Sounds of  Motown!

On Sunday night, Murray
Foster - bass player of  The
Great Big Sea and Mike Ford
- perform as the Cocksure
Lads followed by amazing
local rocker Neil Chapman! 

Enjoy festive fun! Take
time to celebrate the arts,
laugh and dance in your own
community!  Don't cook!  Try
festival food vendors.  Forget
the gym!  Try Zumba and
other on site activities: What
A Ball! Fly a Kite! Create a
Masterpiece at Paint-
Inn/Craft Blast Zone/First
Nations Art with Suzanne
Smoke! Create a Mandela
with artist David Rankine!
Sound a Drum with Shaw
Percussion & Rhythmic by
Nature!  Strum a Guitar with
My Jam Space... Be the
Artist!

Saturday morning, along-
side the Aurora Farmers’
Market, the AFA offers free
entertainment from 10 a.m.
in the Band Shell - featuring
the Jaymor Dancers,
Laughter Yoga and a Zumba
class!  Saturday afternoon
help us inaugurate our First

Festival Kings - King
Alexander and King David!
Enjoy our diverse Canadian
Cultural Mosaic - South
Asian Media Inc. presents
folk singer Doll Madhar.

Sunday brings  Peace in
the Park at 12 noon - Bless the
Festival!  11am-1pm
Art/Music Workshops free
at Aurora Cultural Centre
(Register www.auroraaz-
zfest.com).  Learn about 5000
years of  Chinese
dance/music history Shen
Yun Performing Arts
www.shenyun2013.com
Sunday afternoon build the
Largest Drum Circle Ever in
York Region.  Bring your
drum!

GO transit to Festival -
Weekend GO Trains now
travel to Aurora several
times daily.  Barrie &
Toronto leave the car, take
GO and "Walk a Block" to fes-
tival!  

Enjoy local Visual Artists
Plein Air, local Musicians
and Entertainers including
28 bands on three stages!  See
full festival line-up
www.aurorajazzfest.com

Admission $5 daily for
Adults - Kids 12 and under
free!

Sher St. Kitts
Aurora Festival of the Arts




During the last Aurora
Council meeting I spoke
about completely unreason-
able cost estimates by the
bureaucrats of  the Region of
York.

I focused on the estimates
for the cost of  the pedestri-
an/cycling underpasses that
are planned for Leslie Street
and St John's Sideroad, and
the cost of  adding the design
for such structures to the
project design documents. 

The Region has acknowl-
edged that the additional
costs for putting in the under-
passes, at the time the creek
culverts are being replaced,
are minor. 

Yet in the very same docu-
ment where that acknowl-
edgement appears, the cost
for each underpass is esti-
mated to be in excess of  one
million dollars. Not exactly
minor. For a reason: the esti-
mates are those for construct-
ing such underpasses when
no other work is planned for
such roads, the so-called
'stand-alone costs'.

In order to find out about
the true additional construc-
tion costs, the design for the
underpasses must be includ-
ed in the tender documents
so that the bidding contrac-
tors can quote how much
extra it would cost if  the
underpass structures are
added while the roads are
being widened, and while the
creek culverts are being
replaced.

In order to add such
underpass designs to the con-
struction design drawings,
the Region estimates that

Aurora will have to pay one
hundred thousand dollars -
per underpass design!

That is for the design
alone. That cost estimate rep-
resents a year's salary for an
engineer, or engineering
technologist. 

I am not an engineer, but
to add such design to the
drawings, in our age of  com-
puter aided design, should
take perhaps ten hours, not
the equivalent of  a year's
work, and thus wages.

Even taking into consid-
eration that design consult-
ants will do the work (the
expensive way of  getting that
done), it is completely unrea-
sonable to estimate such
additional design costs at
$100,000.

I advised the Mayor and
Councillors to simply order
the design to be included, and
to ask for an invoice for the
costs. However, an itemized
invoice must be requested to
account for just exactly how
the design costs have been
calculated. 

In the 2012 budget,
Council has set aside $50,000
per underpass for the design
costs. I believe that the real
costs will be far less than half
that amount.

The Region of  York
bureaucrats do not believe in
underpasses.

It is my position, and I
hope Aurora Council will
agree, that the high estimates
for both the design costs and
the construction costs of
such underpasses have been
estimated at the exorbitant

Continued on page 19

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

insurance@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436
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walrickdisposal.ca

Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Call 1-877-782-5865 and speak to one of 
our Service Reps to arrange a day and time for 
delivery.

2. On the day of service one of our Drivers will 
come and deliver the Mini-Bin.

3. Once you have filled the Mini-Bin, call and 
our Driver will come back to pick it up and 
take it away.

It’s That Simple!
For pricing in your area please call

1.877.782.JUNK

Mini-Bin Services 
Are Ideal For:

can think of...

materials in our Mini-Bins: tires, 
chemicals, solvents, oils and 
hazardous waste. If you are 
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for 
delivery and pick-up:

Monday to Saturday:
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a 
friendly and professional service 
by both our Service Reps and 
Drivers.

5865

We accept Visa & Master Card

w

Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3

1. Call 1-877-782-5865 and speak to on   
our Service Reps to arrange a day and tim   

.delivery

2. On the day of service one of our Drivers  
come and deliver the Mini-Bin.

3. Once you have filled the Mini-Bin, call  

alrickdisposal.ca

         3...

      ne of 
        e for 

         s will 

       l and 

Mini-Bin Services 
e Ideal For:Arre Ideal For:

can think of...

tires, Mini-Bins: our in materials 
our Driver will come back to pick it up  

.take it away

s That Simple!It’’s That Simple!
For pricing in your area please 

1.877.782.JUNK
5865

isa & Master CardVe accept W

         and 

 call

K

chemicals, solvents, oils and 
hazardous waste. If you are 
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for 
delivery and pick-up:

day:Monday to Satur
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a 
friendly and professional service 
by both our Service Reps and 
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COUNTRY LIVING MINUTES FROM THE CITY 

Virtual Tour - http://tours.360housetours.com/public/vtour/display/60422?a=1

Call Karin Rossi 
for a viewing 
(416) 518-0648 or 
(705) 424-7748
KarinRossi@look.ca

Incentive 
Realty Inc., 
Brokerage 

Independently Owned & Operated

$769,000

Custom built 2 story architecturally designed home, centrally located, 10 minutes from Barrie and Hwy 400, 40
minutes north of Toronto. Minutes from schools, shopping, dining and entertainment. This exquisite Essa town-
ship home on 6.9 acres, boasts the lowest taxes in the region. Amenities include: 5500 square feet of finished
living space, open concept, with full finished basement, oversized vinyl clad windows, maple hardwood floors,
silent flooring system, travertine tile, central air, central vac, ultra violet disinfection water softener system, cus-
tom kitchen with island, breakfast bar and granite throughout. Additional features: 4+2 bedrooms, 4 full bath-
rooms, hot tub, 4 ft deep salt water sport pool, huge wrap around deck, in ground sprinkler system, pet contain-
ment invisible fence, oversized triple car garage, balcony off master bedroom, master ensuite laundry chute,
double sided fireplace, cathedral ceilings, sunken family room, oversized mudroom, main floor laundry, main
floor office, stereo sound throughout home, outdoor flagstone fire pit, separate entrance to base-
ment, ample storage and a view from every window of wildlife in your back yard.

All this for only:
$769,000

Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.

ASK US 
ABOUT THE HST

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

 

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Providerpertaining to colour.

"If  we go with this, is it
true to say that when we go
out to tender, depending on
which manufacturer we go
with, there is a good proba-
bility we will get different
colours of  green?" asked
Councillor John Gallo. "Is
that a fair statement?"

The short answer from
Mr. Simanovskis was yes.

"I don't know how
noticeable those differ-
ences will be," he said.
"They do change the
colours from manufacturer
to manufacturer so they
would be different, but I
don't know if  you would be
able to notice it. [In our sur-
vey] General Motors identi-
fied a charge of  $200 for
vans and passenger vehi-
cles based on a green
colour and that was due to
the way they manufactured
their lots, so it would be to
factor them into produc-
tion, whereas Ford didn't
have a charge. 

"We have a [Ford] out to
tender, so in the current
proposal they will not have
additional charges so it
depends on the manufac-
turer"

Three new green trucks

will soon be noticeable in
the Town's fleet in a deal
which is likely to be ten-
dered at next month's
Council meeting.

"The preferred vendor
was contacted to deter-
mine any impacts to the
cost or delivery of  chang-
ing from white to green
and verified that there
would be no impact based
on this change," said Mr.
Simanovskis in his report.

This was, said
Councillor Buck, in line
with her own research.

"With the three suppli-
ers I contacted, there was
no impact for anything,"
she said. "The green that
we're talking about is a
generic green. If  you ask
for a fancy green, you'll
likely add an additional
cost. We're not asking for a
fancy green. We're asking
for a commercial green

which was the traditional
colour of  parks vehicles
ever since we had a parks
department."

From page 9

First green trucks expected soon

Local real estate agent Farid Ameryoun got more than he bargained for when he
picked up the hat, shown above, at a antiques store in Virginia this summer.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

There must have been some magic 
in the old felt hat he found

By Brock Weir

Some might go home
disappointed if  your
eagerly anticipated flight
to Las Vegas got cancelled
due to plane trouble -
especially if  you were
hoping to strike it rich at
the poker tables.

This may have been
going through the mind
of  Aurora real estate
agent Farid Ameryoun,
when after waiting for a
continually delayed flight
to Sin City to cash in his
Aeroplan miles, he got
frustrated and decided to
go to Washington D.C.
instead.

Little did he realise it
was the first time Lady
Luck was on his side. As
soon as he changed his
destination, his original
flight was cancelled but
he was on his way.

Mr. Ameryoun is a rep-
resentative for York
National Realty, which is
now housed in the his-
toric Hartman's Corners
School House on
Wellington Street near
Berczy, which was
painstakingly restored by
his brother Farsheed. 

While he wanted to do
a bit of  gabling, given his
love of  history and his-
toric curios, a weekend of
site seeing and souvenir
hunting in the
Washington area seemed
the next best thing - and
he would be able to work
in a last-minute Iron
Maiden concert to boot! 

"I got on the smallest
plane you can imagine, it
was like a bus with
wings," Mr. Ameryoun
said of  his trip. "I came
out [on  the other side]
and there was a huge elec-
trical storm and there

was no power in Virginia.
Before I came back to
Canada on Sunday, I
decided I was going to go
shopping for antiques."

There was really noth-
ing else to do, he said,
aside from a quick visit to
a shooting range, which
was populated by grand-
mothers packing heat,
and taking a few scenic
snaps, so it was off  to his-
toric Leesburg, Virginia,
to take in the antiques
scene. There, he hap-
pened upon a large
Victorian house and here
is where Lady Luck
rejoined the trip. 

"This Victorian house
was filled," he said. "You
could not walk around
without knocking some-
thing over and it was
filled with every odd item
you can imagine. I went
from room to room and
towards the end I saw this
hat sitting on box. It was
an interesting looking
hat. I picked it up and it
was in very good condi-
tion, but tried it on and it
didn't quite fit."

As he was about to
walk away from the eye-
catching vintage head-
wear, a young woman
approached him in the
store and insisted he buy
the hat, so he produced
$30 for both the hat and
the box and headed to the
airport.

"There's something
amongst all these thou-
sands of  items that I was
just drawn to the hat to
begin with," he said. "I
like anything antique, but
especially a gentleman's
hat from that time period.
I have similar hat of
orange leather and it was
one of  the few items
[along with my wife's

wedding band and
Japanese dolls] that I sal-
vaged from my house that
burned down four years
ago."

This hat, however,
might now take pride of
place in this collection,
because with his $30 pur-
chase, Mr. Ameryoun got
farmore than he bar-
gained for. 

Upon arriving at the
airport with his luggage
and his latest purchases
in tow, he discovered that
the hatbox would not fit
into his suitcase. He went
to throw the box into the
trash, but true to airport
convenience, it wouldn't
fit into the bin either. The
only option was to rip the
box apart. As he began to
tear it apart, he was quick
to discover there was
more to the box than
meets the eye - a packet
from the Bank of
Shreveport.

"Right away when I
started to pick up the
envelope, something told
me there were valuables
in there," he said. "The
paper clip looks like it
hasn't been touched in
quite a while."

What was inside was
$1,300 worth of  $100 bills
dated from the early 1930s
to the mid 1960s, all in an
unmarked envelope from
the now-defunct financial
institution. 

"When I was sitting
down waiting for my
flight, I was trying to look
at the envelope and read
all the details and the
locations and just trying
to imagine where this
money might have come
from," he said. "I assumed
it came from a man
because it was a gentle-
man's hat. He may have

been taking his life sav-
ings and putting it a hat
box. He certainly didn't
tell anyone and my
assumption is when he
passed away, his next of
kin or his children sold all
his items. The interesting
thing is the hat and the
box stayed together and
they sat on the shelf. It
was just waiting for me to
come and pick it up.

"At the airport, I was in
a rush and I really had to
catch the flight. I thought
I might be late for my
flight, so I really wish I
had kept the box. I really
regret throwing that box
out. The other thing that
went through my mind
was a few minutes earlier
I was going to toss the box
in the trash with all this
money sitting in there and
that would have been the
end of  the story. 

"As soon as I looked at
the envelope before open-
ing it my heart skipped a
beat. I knew there was
something interesting
about this. As soon as I
saw the money, I thought
these things only happen

in the movies. "
Mr. Ameryoun is cur-

rently content to be the
latest custodian of  this
hat and its previous
owner's money. With
some of  the bills now
worth more than face
value, he said he is
unlikely to cash or sell
the rest, but one person
who is a bit richer out of
the deal was the woman
in the antiques store who
talked him into buying

the ill-fitting hat. She was
wired $300 out of  the
windfall. 

Although he concedes
it is probably a lost cause,
he would like to find out
more about its owner and
its journey from
Shreveport to Leesburg
and now to Aurora. The
first port of  call is the
millinery company,
Dobbs, which still thrives
in its New York City loca-
tion on Fifth Avenue. 

Since 2006, our govern-
ment made a commit-
ment to make Canada's 
international assistance 
more effective, focused, 
and accountable. Our 
Aid Effectiveness Agenda 
aligns with international 
aid effectiveness prin-
ciples, reflects best prac-
tices, and delivers mea-
surable and real results. 
It targets 20 key countries 
and focuses our devel-
opment work into three 
key sectors: increasing 
food security, securing 
the future for children 
and youth, and stimulat-
ing sustainable economic 
growth. 

Our annual Develop-
ment for Results report 
is one way in which we 
report to Canadians, de-
scribing how Canada 
plays an important role 
in the global fight to re-
duce poverty and make 
progress to meet the Mil-
lennium Development 
Goals, established in 2000 
by the United Nations.

Canada continued to 
demonstrate leadership 
on the global stage, ad-
dressing food security 
in developing countries. 
In 2010-2011, Canada 
maintained its position as 
the second largest single-
country contributor to the 
World Food Programme 

and assumed the chair of  
the Food Aid Convention. 
Through CIDA, Canada 
enhanced its support to 
the agricultural sectors 
of  developing countries, 
and reinforced its exist-
ing work to increase the 
nutritional value of  the 
produce. 

To ensure that Canadi-
an assistance makes a dif-
ference, CIDA supports 
projects that have clear 
objectives and outcomes, 
and align with the Agen-
cy's thematic priorities:

Increasing food se-
curity - CIDA Site - be-
cause globally nearly one 
billion people lack basic 
access to the quality and 
quantity of  food they 
need. 

Securing the fu-
ture of  children and 
youth - CIDA Site- be-
cause 3.4 billion people 
worldwide are under the 
age of  25 and 90 percent 
of  them live in the devel-
oping world. 

Stimulating sustain-
able economic growth - 
CIDA Site - because a 
dynamic, growing, and in-
clusive economy creates 
greater opportunities, 
provides higher incomes, 
and gives governments 
the financial resources 
required to offer better 
health and education ser-

vices. CIDA focuses its 
work on building econom-
ic foundations, growing 
businesses, and invest-
ing in people. CIDA inte-
grates three crosscutting 
themes into all of  its pro-
gramming and policies to 
increase the effectiveness 
and sustainability of  re-
sults within its priority 
themes.

Increasing environ-
mental sustainability - 
because in the developing 
world, people living in 
poverty are highly depen-
dent on the natural envi-
ronment for their physi-
cal, social, and economic 
well-being. 

Advancing equal-
ity between women and 
men - because women 
and men should have 
an equal opportunity to 
contribute to, and benefit 
from, national, political, 
economic, and social de-
velopment. 

Strengthening gov-
ernance - because devel-
opment results are more 
sustainable when coun-
tries have effective, ac-
countable, and inclusive 
governments and insti-
tutions that respond to 
their people's needs. 

The following results, 
achieved by CIDA with 
its country partners, can 
be found in the last pub-

lished Development for 
Results report.

Afghanistan: 7.8 mil-
lion children vaccinated 
against polio; 1,400 health 
workers trained

Bangladesh: 900,000 
farmers and small busi-
ness owners earn higher 
income; 1 million chil-
dren treated for respira-
tory infection; 1.4 million 
children treated for infec-
tions and diarrhea

Bolivia: 559 women 
learn skills in non-tradi-
tional occupations; 53% 
fewer children under 5 
dying from malnutrition

Caribbean Region: 11 
countries have greater 
transparency and stabil-
ity in banks

Colombia: 5,099 people 
trained in agroecology; 
1,000 teachers trained  

Ethiopia: 7.8 million 
chronically food-insecure 
people given food, malar-
ia deaths down 55%; ma-
laria deaths cut by half

Ghana: 1,480 farmers 
get improved access to 
enterprise services; 1,100 
new classrooms built

Haiti: 400,000 girls and 
boys given hot meals in 
school; 369,000 people 
have access to microcre-
dit; 24,000 children in 
displacement camps were 
put onto the civil registry; 
18% more children immu-

nized against measles, ru-
bella, and polio; delivered 
lifesaving health care to 
110,000 people

We are making a real 
difference for people who 
are suffering from pover-
ty, disease, or as a result 
of  disasters, and will con-
tinue to do so. 

Lois Brown, MP

Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Minister of  
International Coopera-

tion

(Editor’s note: Ms. Brown 
included many more inter-
national examples in her 
letter than space allows. 
These will be included next 
week.)

In light of  Minister Bev 
Oda’s recent resignation, 
many have commented on 
her record as a politician, 
a minister and an expert 
on expensive orange juice. 
However, what has been 
missing from this com-
mentary is what has hap-
pened to our foreign aid 

Re: Weekend GO Ser-
vice Gets Lukewarm Re-
sponse (July 31 edition)

I just read the article 
about the lukewarm re-
sponse to the trial weekend 
GO train service. 

I didn't know about it 
until two weeks ago when 
a neighbour mentioned it. 

We are hoping to take 
advantage of  it before the 
trial run ends. We would 

Letters to the Editor

Brown responds as Parliamentary Secretary

Liberal MP questions foreign aid on Oda’s watch

Save room for one more GO user

under her watch.
Under Ms. Oda, Cana-

da’s contribution to for-
eign aid has declined in 
absolute and percentage 
terms, and has moved 
away from aid for the 
poorest of  the poor and to-
wards countries that can 
offer political advantage. 

We are now spending $3.5 
billion a year providing 
little to no help to those 
who need it most.  

In my eyes this is dis-
tinctly un-Canadian. 

There has been a long-
standing belief  in our 
country that aid should 
not be about what’s in our 

interest, instead it is about 
doing the right thing and 
using our aid dollars the 
most effective way pos-
sible. Minister Oda and 
the Conservative Govern-
ment had the opportunity 
over the past four years to 
do just that, and to make 
substantial contributions 

to the world. Instead they 
chose to use foreign aid to 
push their narrow-mind-
ed political and economic 
agenda.

As Canadians, we trust 
our government to spend 
our money on worthy 
causes and meaningful 
initiatives. But it’s hard to 

make good spending deci-
sions about the poorest 
of  the poor when you’re 
drinking orange juice at 
luxury hotels like the Sa-
voy. 

John McKay, MP
Scarborough-

Guildwood

love to go downtown with-
out the headache of  traffic 
and expensive parking. I'm 
sure many residents are 
not aware of  this service 
yet. 

Those of  us who do not 
use the GO on weekdays, 
would not see any notices 
at the station. Many of  us 
are retired. I think we have 
been so long without this 
service, it will take a while 
to become known. 

Then GO will have given 
up due to 'supposed" lack 
of  interest.

Linda Romito
“Aurora resident and 

former GO Train 
commuter”
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the excitement of  the kids' questions
fielded by Ms. Ottenbrite-Muylaert. The
interaction also provided her with an
opportunity to reflect on her own expe-
riences marching into the stadium in
1984.

"It was absolutely incredible," she
said. "We had many moments when we
walk through the whole thing and then
walk into the Olympic Village, for exam-
ple, and I describe it as like walking the
Yellow Brick Road. You walk in there
and you go into Oz. It is just a different
world. Being at the village, you're with
all the athletes from all over the world,
all different sports, all with the same
goal, and that is to be the best they 
can be."

Unlike many of  the athletes bustling
around "Oz", however, Ms. Ottenbrite-
Muylaert was in the minority earning
the opportunity to climb up on the podi-
um three different times.

"It was an experience that you can't
really put into words, except that your
life flashes before your eyes," she said.
"You worked very hard for that moment
and you savour that moment. I think it
is, of  course, being on the podium and
receiving it. It was the entire trail to
that point. That's what creates charac-
ter, that's what creates the character you
become, so that to me has more value

than [the medals themselves].
"These are nice to have but the value

was the journey."
Although her winning Olympiad was

in 1984, Ms. Ottenbrite-Muylaert has yet
to fully step out of  the pool. She is the
head coach of  the Pickering Swim Club
and tries to instill these values in the
160 kids within the club. She emphasis-
es how to train, but also mental skills to
keep in the zone. 

"I think it is about how do you make
yourself  better. It should always be how
do you improve yourself  and how do you
make yourself  be the best person you
can be and never look back and doubt
that you didn't give the best that you can
give."

Although Aurora hopefuls, such as
champion rower Peter McClelland, did
not make the cut for London 2012, plenty
of  York Region athletes are represent-
ing the area in the games. Among their
ranks is Newmarket's Sheila Reid , who
will be competing in the 5000m competi-
tion. 

"I know everyone in Newmarket-
Aurora will join me in wishing her all
the best on the days ahead," said MP
Lois Brown in a statement. "Our coun-
try's athletes are a source of  inspiration
and great pride, and Canadians around
the world will be united in cheering
them on."

Olympic experience was “like Oz”
From page 1

David Blaser (L) and Alexander Pope (C) will be formally crowned co-kings of the
2012 Aurora jazz+ Festival this week. The two won their royal positions at a Festival
kick-off party at Jonathan’s Restaurant earlier this month and had their crowns
sized up by Festival organizer Sher St. Kitts (R).              Auroran photo by Brock Weir

jazz+ Fest starts Friday
By Brock Weir

Crowds are expected to
fill Town Park this week-
end as the 2012 Aurora
jazz+ Festival and Artisan
Fair gets underway. 

The music starts at 6
p.m. on Friday with
Vanck - Mark Pezzalato on
the MasterCut Stage.
Additional performers
include Sounds
Caribbean, the Julian
Troiano Band, the Astro
Droids, and K.C. Roberts. 

Saturday is a full day,
officially opening at 2
p.m. after the Aurora
Farmers' Market has
wrapped up for the day,
but from 10 a.m. to 12
noon in Town Park rev-
ellers will be able to enjoy
activities ranging from
laughter yoga to a Zumba

class. 
Kevin Myles Wilson

kicks off  the performance
schedule at 2 p.m. fol-
lowed by the After Hours
Big Band, North of  Dixie,
B.F. Soul. Six Ways to
Sunday, Juice, Patricia
Duffy, and La Nai - The
Free People before George
St. Kitts and the Sounds of
Motown take the stage to
cap the evening at 9.15.

More subdued activi-
ties mark the start of  the
festival on Sunday with a
noontime Peace in the
Park event, "a non-denom-
inational multi-faith gath-
ering blessing the Aurora
jazz+ Festival and York
Region arts", before
Courtenay Field gets the
park jamming again at
12.30. Courtenay will be
followed by acts ranging

from the Boogie Boy
Blues Concert (with a kid
friendly program), the
Manatee Band, Michael
Massaro, Glen Marais, a
drums circle, the Kush
Ensemble, Rob Tardik,
Jamie Miller, Stacey
Kaniuk, and the Cocksure
Lads before Neil
Chapman takes to the
stage at 9.30 p.m. for a Big
Rock finale.

As for the "plus" in
"jazz+ Festival", arts
activities will be ongoing
throughout Town Park
and the surrounding area
during the Festival,
including First Nations
crafts, custom kite-mak-
ing, a "paint in", and free
art and music workshops.

For more information,
visit www.aurorajaz-
zfest.com. 

T h r e e - t i m e  O l y m p i c
m e d a l l i s t  A n n e
O t t e n b r i t e - M u y l a e r t
shows her gold, silver, and
bronze medals for swim-
ming won in the 1984
Olympiad in Los Angeles
to young gymnasts Mateo
Zeppierri and Chelsea and
Madison Fontane.

Auroran photo
by David Falconer

Page 6 THE AURORAN, Tuesday, July 31, 2012






Ron Wallace

Letters to the editor

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.
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Aug. 14 - Tues. - Fri. (4 Days) 
Aug. 21 - Tues. - Fri. (4 Days)

905-726-4132

Sending  your teen to us
for 4 days this summer

could save their life.

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

      
    
     
    

   


 




Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

As promised two weeks ago, here is the reason I am
not driving anymore.

Seems some doctor in Toronto said so.
And one of  his workers told the Ministry which sent

me a note saying I had to have medical clearance to have
my drivers’ license reinstated.

So, in the meantime, I have been using CHATS driv-
ers to get around. And they, as I told you, have been
doing a wonderful job.

The doctor responsible for all this – his name is Lang
– says I probably have Progressive Supranuclear Palsy,
a disease which has affected about one in 100,000 people
over the age of  60 in the United States and most have
probably never heard of  it.

The word “progressive” was included in the name of
the disease because, unfortunately, the early symptoms
get worse and new symptoms develop sooner or later,
according to a write-up by Lawrence Golbe, MD, who is
a professor of  neurology.

The disease, known as PSP, has similar symptoms to
a form of  Parkinson’s.

It was first described as a distinct disorder in 1964
when three scientists published a paper that distin-
guished the condition from Parkinson’s disease.

For the most part, I can’t type, nor can I sign my
name the way I used to. I never could play hockey,
although my right foot has been “asleep” for several
years now. I don’t know if  I can hit a golf  ball, but I hope
to find that out soon.

The whole thing is very frustrating.
And this happened right after I had bought myself  a

new car.  Wouldn’t you know it?
REMEMBERING BARBARA HORSMAN

& CY BUCK
After a long and difficult battle, Barbara Horsman

died from metastatic melanoma (cancer) on the evening
of  July 23 at home with her family.

Barb had been the subject of  a group of  nearly 70
guides at her Stoddart Drive, Aurora, home a couple of
weeks prior to her death.

Her husband, Phil, was an instructor for the York
Region Board of  Education before he retired several
years ago.

Barb was also the mother of  Leanne and Adam and
was the grandmother of  Cameron.

Patricia and I attended the funeral Friday afternoon
at Thompson’s and were immediately sent to the “over-
flow” room which indicates the popularity of  the
woman.

Donations can be made in her name to the Stronach
Cancer Centre at Southlake Regional Health Centre
where a plaque in her name is being sponsored.

The second death I want to comment on is Cy Buck,
who was married to Councillor Evelyn Buck.

He was in the Eagle Terrace Long Term Care in
Newmarket when he died July 20.

Cy leaves behind several children, including
Stephen, Frank, Martin, Theresa, Heather, Mark and
Andrew.

An avid drummer, Cy was a lifetime member of
Theatre Aurora, the location of  his Celebration of  Life,
which will take place Sunday, August 12, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The theatre is located at 150 Henderson Drive, in
Aurora’s south end. 

Sincere sympathies to both families from Patricia
and me.

Feel free to email Ron at:
RWall9999@rogers.com


With just days remaining

until the fourth annual
Aurora Jazz Festival, teams
of  local citizens are rushing
to get everything ready for
you!

The festival is grateful for
support from citizens of
Aurora and all over York
Region!  We appreciate dedi-
cated sponsorship from
Enbridge Gas and, this year,
a Canadian Heritage grant
thanks to efforts from MP
Lois Brown.  We thank all
our sponsors, partners and

festival friends!
Hundreds of  York Region

citizen volunteers assist the
Aurora jazz+ Festival to
showcase hundreds of  our
home grown musicians,
entertainers and visual
artists - creating a festival
enjoyed by thousands!  Their
dedication catapulted the
Aurora jazz+ Festival into
the Top 100 in the Province of
Ontario!  

On Saturday night, MP
Lois Brown, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of

International Cooperation
and Minister Michael Chan,
Minister of  Tourism,
Culture and Sport will join
us on stage just before the
performance by  George St.
Kitts & Sounds of  Motown!

On Sunday night, Murray
Foster - bass player of  The
Great Big Sea and Mike Ford
- perform as the Cocksure
Lads followed by amazing
local rocker Neil Chapman! 

Enjoy festive fun! Take
time to celebrate the arts,
laugh and dance in your own
community!  Don't cook!  Try
festival food vendors.  Forget
the gym!  Try Zumba and
other on site activities: What
A Ball! Fly a Kite! Create a
Masterpiece at Paint-
Inn/Craft Blast Zone/First
Nations Art with Suzanne
Smoke! Create a Mandela
with artist David Rankine!
Sound a Drum with Shaw
Percussion & Rhythmic by
Nature!  Strum a Guitar with
My Jam Space... Be the
Artist!

Saturday morning, along-
side the Aurora Farmers’
Market, the AFA offers free
entertainment from 10 a.m.
in the Band Shell - featuring
the Jaymor Dancers,
Laughter Yoga and a Zumba
class!  Saturday afternoon
help us inaugurate our First

Festival Kings - King
Alexander and King David!
Enjoy our diverse Canadian
Cultural Mosaic - South
Asian Media Inc. presents
folk singer Doll Madhar.

Sunday brings  Peace in
the Park at 12 noon - Bless the
Festival!  11am-1pm
Art/Music Workshops free
at Aurora Cultural Centre
(Register www.auroraaz-
zfest.com).  Learn about 5000
years of  Chinese
dance/music history Shen
Yun Performing Arts
www.shenyun2013.com
Sunday afternoon build the
Largest Drum Circle Ever in
York Region.  Bring your
drum!

GO transit to Festival -
Weekend GO Trains now
travel to Aurora several
times daily.  Barrie &
Toronto leave the car, take
GO and "Walk a Block" to fes-
tival!  

Enjoy local Visual Artists
Plein Air, local Musicians
and Entertainers including
28 bands on three stages!  See
full festival line-up
www.aurorajazzfest.com

Admission $5 daily for
Adults - Kids 12 and under
free!

Sher St. Kitts
Aurora Festival of the Arts




During the last Aurora
Council meeting I spoke
about completely unreason-
able cost estimates by the
bureaucrats of  the Region of
York.

I focused on the estimates
for the cost of  the pedestri-
an/cycling underpasses that
are planned for Leslie Street
and St John's Sideroad, and
the cost of  adding the design
for such structures to the
project design documents. 

The Region has acknowl-
edged that the additional
costs for putting in the under-
passes, at the time the creek
culverts are being replaced,
are minor. 

Yet in the very same docu-
ment where that acknowl-
edgement appears, the cost
for each underpass is esti-
mated to be in excess of  one
million dollars. Not exactly
minor. For a reason: the esti-
mates are those for construct-
ing such underpasses when
no other work is planned for
such roads, the so-called
'stand-alone costs'.

In order to find out about
the true additional construc-
tion costs, the design for the
underpasses must be includ-
ed in the tender documents
so that the bidding contrac-
tors can quote how much
extra it would cost if  the
underpass structures are
added while the roads are
being widened, and while the
creek culverts are being
replaced.

In order to add such
underpass designs to the con-
struction design drawings,
the Region estimates that

Aurora will have to pay one
hundred thousand dollars -
per underpass design!

That is for the design
alone. That cost estimate rep-
resents a year's salary for an
engineer, or engineering
technologist. 

I am not an engineer, but
to add such design to the
drawings, in our age of  com-
puter aided design, should
take perhaps ten hours, not
the equivalent of  a year's
work, and thus wages.

Even taking into consid-
eration that design consult-
ants will do the work (the
expensive way of  getting that
done), it is completely unrea-
sonable to estimate such
additional design costs at
$100,000.

I advised the Mayor and
Councillors to simply order
the design to be included, and
to ask for an invoice for the
costs. However, an itemized
invoice must be requested to
account for just exactly how
the design costs have been
calculated. 

In the 2012 budget,
Council has set aside $50,000
per underpass for the design
costs. I believe that the real
costs will be far less than half
that amount.

The Region of  York
bureaucrats do not believe in
underpasses.

It is my position, and I
hope Aurora Council will
agree, that the high estimates
for both the design costs and
the construction costs of
such underpasses have been
estimated at the exorbitant

Continued on page 19
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If  you suffer from head-
aches or migraines you 
need to be aware of  excit-
ing new discoveries that 
can prevent years of  pain 
and suffering.

You may have told your 
doctor you suffer with 
pain or pressure in the 
front of  your head, back 
of  your head, sides of  
your head or a combina-
tion of  these. You may 
have complained of  neck 
stiffness or pain or ex-
perienced sleep distur-
bance, nausea, vomiting 
or visual changes.

You may find your pain 
and reduced concentra-
tion may affect your work, 
housekeeping, leisure 
activities and time with 
your friends and family. 
You may also find it af-
fects exercising, sports or 
other activities.

You go to the drug store 
or to your doctor and get 
pills to help relieve your 
pain. But you find the 
headaches keep coming 
back. So you go back, 
again and again, and 
get the same or different 
drugs to make you feel 
better.

You are likely frustrat-
ed by having to suffer with 
the come and go pain but 
may also be concerned on 
your dependency on the 
pain pills … and that they 
may be giving you side 
effects. In some cases the 
drugs create headaches - 
these are called “rebound 
headaches”. You may 
have heard that there 
are serious health risks 
associated with chronic 
use (or overuse) of  pain 
pills that include damage 
to the liver, kidneys and 
gut.

Although the pain kill-
ing drugs are designed 
to numb the pain they 
do not correct the un-
derlying root causes of  
the pain. The most com-
mon underlying causes 
include nutritional prob-
lems, postural problems, 
chemicals, jaw problems 
and emotional challenges. 
Interestingly, a common 
type of  headache called 
cervicogenic headache is 
actually due to postural 
problems affecting the 
neck – and this causes 
many headaches. Only a 
small percentage of  head 

pain is actually caused by 
underlying disease.

Your doctor will likely 
focus on medications to 
give relief  but sufferers 
need to be aware that 
there are natural options 
available for most cases 
of  headaches and mi-
graines that are clinically 
proven and safe. 

 These approaches have 
helped many headache 
and migraine sufferers 
change their life forever.

To help sufferers an up-
coming headache and mi-
graine relief  workshop is 
scheduled which will re-
veal poorly known secrets 
for lasting results. This 
eye opening information 
has helped countless suf-
ferers feel better, sleep  
better and have more en-
ergy.

As a community ser-
vice the workshop is free.

The workshop will be 
held on Wed Aug 15 from 
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm. At the 
King West Wellness Cen-
tre 141 King Rd., Unit 10, 
Richmond Hill. Seating is 
limited. To make reserva-
tions call (877) 334 - 2785
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migraine sufferers change their life forever.  
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which will reveal poorly known secrets for lasting results.  This eye opening information 
has helped countless sufferers feel better, sleep better  and have more energy.     
 
As a community service the workshop is free. 
 
The workshop will be held on  Wed Aug 15 from 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm. At the King West 
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something each month and 
keep it in perspective on a 
monthly basis,” Mr. Jones 
told The Auroran. “There’s 
a whole lot of  different op-
tions and it really will de-
pend on what we end up 
coming up with.”

It also depends on what 
individuals and com-
munity groups want and 
who wants to lend a hand, 
he added. Some groups 
are seasonal and their 
programs and resources 
might not be available for 
one particular time. This 
was a view shared by Mr. 
Trussler.

 “I guess there is going 
to have to be a focal point 
[of  our celebrations], but I 
think we’re going to need 
pretty much the whole 
year to give everyone their 
chance to participate,” 
said Mr. Trussler. “To say 
you have to do it all in one 
week might be a little tight 
and you might leave people 
out.”

Ms. Collins-Mrakas, on 
the other hand, sees the 
celebrations as more of  a 
week-long deal with a “big 
shebang” at the end.

“I would prefer to hear 
from the community first 
because the purpose of  
the committee, from my 
perspective, is to gather all 

the fantastic ideas of  the 
members of  the committee 
and the community itself, 
because all of  us are there 
for that reason – to put on 
the best show Aurora has 
seen in decades,” said Ms. 
Collins-Mrakas. 

“But to do that I think 
it needs to be as inclusive 
as possible, so I think our 
first task would be to get 
as much community in-
put as we can and then 
have a broader perspective 
on...how this community 
would like to celebrate its 
extensive heritage.”

One thing Mr. Jones, Mr. 
Trussler, and Ms. Collins-
Mrakas agree on, however, 
is that being involved in 
planning a once-in-a-life-
time event was too good an 
opportunity to pass along, 
and all are looking forward 
to getting their hands dirty 
and taking their ideas to 
the public.

“It is a unique oppor-
tunity to be involved in 
a truly extraordinary 
community event, and by 
event it can be one event or 
many events or whatever 
the community would like, 
but something that we can 
all look forward to and re-
member for years to come,” 
said Ms. Collins-Mrakas. 
“The fact that I would be 

able to play a small part in 
that I was really interested 
in it.”

The reason why Mr. 
Jones applied for a position 
on the committee, he said, 
was a non-brainer because 
he recalled the fun of  other 
community celebrations, 
such as the 125th. Now that 
he is on board, he said he is 
looking forward to getting 
to the grassroots. For him, 
Aurora’s sesquicentennial 
is as much of  a celebration 
as a time for reflection of  
where we have come from, 
where we are and where 
we’re going. The drive for 
people to get involved, he 
added, is already getting 
into gear.

“I walked the Farmers’ 
Market on Saturday [and] 
have had people suggest to 
me that we should involve 
the youth and look at what 
may have taken up their 
time 150 years ago,” Mr. 
Jones told The Auroran on 
Monday.

“I talked to one of  the 
vendors on Saturday and 
they talked about origi-
nally this Town Park was 
originally a Farmers’ Mar-
ket and a cricket pitch, so 
maybe doing some sort of  
event with the Farmers’ 
Market next year to show 
where they came from and 

where they’re going.”
Ms. Collins-Mrakas 

said she too has heard a 
few ideas coming forward 
since she was announced 
as one of  seven people ap-
pointed to the committee, 
so while things are still in 
the early planning stages, 
awareness and enthusiasm 
are growing with time.

“People are excited, but I 
do think we need to make 
sure we have a broad out-
reach,” she said. “I take the 
GO Train every day and I 
have my GO Train buddies 
and some of  them who read 
the paper, they are fairly 
up-to-date on what is hap-
pening in our community 
and they weren’t aware it 
was the 150th anniversary. 

“I think we really need 
to highlight just how spe-
cial next year is for our 
community and then I 
think the buzz will go up. 
Once you say that, they 
then think that’s fantastic, 
but the fact that a couple 
of  people I would have 
thought would be more 
aware of  it were not.”

How do you think Aurora 
should celebrate its 150th 
anniversary? Have your 
say. Send your suggestions 
for the Town’s sesquicen-
tennial to brock@auroran.
com.

Continued from Page 1
Committee debates duration of 150th anniversary bash

Advocates want more of a say on developments near trails
By Brock Weir

Local trail advocates 
want more notification if  
any future developments 
around Aurora infringe or 
alter existing trail plans.

This recommendation 
from Aurora’s Trails and 
Active Transportation Com-
mittee was sent to Council 
in May and finally came up 
for discussion at the July 
council meeting. At the 
meeting, Councillors con-
sidered submissions from 
committee members, in-
cluding Klaus Wehrenberg 
on lack of  notification on 
recent developments. The 
committee, they indicated, 
want to have their say.

The recommendation in-
cluded calls for Council to 
inform the committee “of  
any proposed alteration, 
change, revision, or dele-
tion of  any portion of  the 
approved Trail system prior 
to effecting such change...
and that [the committee] 
review and comment on 
any proposed alteration, 
change, revision, or dele-
tion of  any portion of  the 
approved Trail System, 
and that [Council] be made 
aware of  any proposed de-
viation from the approved 
Trails Master Plan.”

Their concern stemmed 
from concerns that had 
been brought to Council 
earlier this summer by Mr. 
Wehrenberg on behalf  of  
the committee, over what 
he felt was a lack of  notifi-
cation regarding business 
developments between Les-
lie Street and the 404. Here, 
he said, developments such 
as the slated construction 
of  the new Bulk Barn head-
quarters necessitated alter-
ations to the plan that went 

against what was already 
approved, and the commit-
tee was not informed of  it 
until after the fact.

While Councillors this 
month expressed sympathy 
with the Committee over 
the lack of  notification they 
didn’t get exactly what they 
wanted from their recom-
mendation.

“It has been mentioned 
to me several times already 
that the Trails Committee 
and those who put together 
the Trails Master Plan were 
extremely disappointed that 
the Trails system wasn’t 
honoured in the Bulk Barn 
lands,” said Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner. “I would 
like to have somebody’s as-
surances that if  this hap-
pens again, [their recom-

mendation] will, in fact, 
happen.”

Aurora CAO Neil Garbe 
indicated that the issue on 
the table went down before 
the full formation of  the 
Trails and Active Transpor-
tation Committee and now 
that the group is duly es-
tablished, those assurances 
have been given. But, from 
Councillor Buck’s perspec-
tive, the Town would have 
had little influence in this 
matter anyway as the objec-
tion to the trail in the loca-
tion in question came un-
der question from Ontario’s 
Ministry of  Transportation 
which has jurisdiction in 
lands adjacent to the 400-
series highways. 

“They can object to any-
thing that is proposed to 

Continued on Page 15

Advertorial

by the Municipality,” she 
said. “I would suggest that 
if  there is a trails system 
within that jurisdiction [of] 
the Ministry that the Com-

Friday the 13th might be seen as “unlucky” for some 
people, but it just might be the beginning of a new tra-
dition for Aurora’s Jamie Wilton. Over the past several 
years, motorcycle enthusiasts have invaded Port Dover 
on this auspicious day, causing quite a stir in the town. 
Last month, Ms. Wilton was one of over 100,000 mo-
torcycles invading the community and it won’t be her 
last!

Auroran photo by David Falconer



Education is going to 
change the world.

That is the message 
Aurora resident Armin 
Kluge is going to be taking 
with him when he begins 
the next leg of  his cross 
country cycling mission 
to raise awareness of  and 
funds for education and 
schools in Cambodia. 

His departure for Hali-
fax from Aurora next 
Wednesday, August 15 will 
be the third and final leg 
in this mission. He be-
gan the journey in 2010, 
cycling  from Aurora to 
Kenora, ON, on the prov-
ince’s border with Mani-
toba. It resumed in 2011, 
cycling from Vancouver 
back to Kenora, and now 
from Aurora to the Mari-
times.

In addition to raising 
awareness of  the impor-
tance of  education for 
Cambodian students, his 
particular aim is to raise 
funds for a junior high 
school he helped to build 
in Cambodia in 2007. 

Mr. Kluge was born in 
Germany in the midst of  
the Second World War. He 
spent his formative years 
in postwar Europe grow-
ing up in East Germany. 
After coming to Canada 
in 1967, the father of  three 
and the grandfather of  
seven worked in the auto 
industry before retiring 
from Magna in 2000.

SPORTS
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Kid’s Bowling

Only $75 per child
Ages  5 - 12

 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Bowling Every Day

To Register call or visit Gateway Lanes
905 727-2900

$20 Deposit Required
Hosted by: The Gathering Place

210 Edward Street, Aurora
905 841-0172 – www.tgpoa.com

Also Swimming, Games, 
Sports, Music,
Drama, Puppets, 
Faith Lessons & Much More
Children – bring your own lunch

Aug  20  – 24   
day camp

th th

Masonary  Ι  Brick Repair  
Interlock Concrete Driveway

Stairs  Ι  Patios 
All Sealing

Waterproofing

416-571-7510 
primetimerob@live.ca 
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Committee meetings: 
Coming to a computer near you!

By Brock Weir

Aurora's General
Committee meetings - the
prelude to the main
Council event - could soon
be coming to a computer
near you.

Councillors recently
approved a new pilot proj-
ect which will see general
committee meetings
broadcast on Aurora’s
website at www.aurora.
ca. This has been a long-
proposed idea, but one
which has failed to clear
several hurdles in recent
years, including claims by
Town officials that the
Town's existing website
server did not have
enough bandwidth to
make live streaming a
reality. 

Over the winter, how-
ever, there was a one-off
meeting live streamed to
the public surrounding
the Aurora's Strategic
Plan, which was evidently
a success. 

"The public consulta-
tion was successfully
streamed for approxi-
mately one hour," said
Aurora CAO Neil  Garbe
in his report to Council
earlier this month. "The
live session was recorded,
edited, and later posted to
the Strategic Plan web-
site."

In his report, certain
equipment needs to be
available and criteria  met
to make the project hap-
pen, including adequate
cameras and web servers,
and he proposed a combi-
nation of  in-house and
independent services for
council consideration.

"Streaming media via
internet is  feasible, as evi-
denced by a successful
broadcast of  the Strategic
Plan consultation," said
Mr. Garbe. "To stream
other events or General
Committee meetings, fur-
ther testing would not be
required to determine an
optimal configuration to
balance technical capaci-
ty and cost, as well as
examine the potential for
different audio and video
capture options."

Rogers Television,
which continues to broad-
cast regularly scheduled
Council meetings,
installed a handful of  new
cameras in the Council
chamber last year, con-
trolled from a small

annexe adjoining the
Council chamber, to
remove the necessity of
bringing in a full camera
crew and broadcasting
truck each week. 

At the time, Rogers
and Town Staff  reported
these new cameras would
be available for Town use
for non-Council meetings
with a staff  member
trained on how to operate
the system. Why this
option was not on the
table, however, was one of
the many concerns
Councillors had with the
live streaming proposal
before it gained final
approval.

When asked by
Councillor Chris Ballard
what happened with that
proposal, Mr. Garbe said
that is still being investi-
gated and it might not be
an issue with the cameras
themselves, but how the
Rogers cameras tie into
the live streaming system
proposed. If  there are no
barriers,  that could save
the Town some money,
said Mr. Garbe.

"If  we can use what is
here, let's do so and let's
see if  there are some vol-
unteers who would be
able to use some equip-
ment because we may be
able to utilize it for other
meetings," said
Councillor Chris Ballard.

Although Councillor
John Gallo questioned
why Council meetings
proper could not be live
streamed on the Town's
website (Councillor
Thompson suggested
including a link to the
Rogers feed on the Town's
site as well), the recep-
tion was largely positive,
with Councillors backing
any initiatives to
increase citizen engage-
ment. One argument was
addressing the number of
people in this Town who
use alternatives to
Rogers.

"There are a lot of  res-

idents who don't have
Rogers Cable and [have]
satellite through other
vendors, so having a link
like that would allow the
GC meetings and
Councils to be broadcast
through different means,"
said Councillor Sandra
Humfryes.

"We all want to see
more engagement by the
community," added
Councillor Thompson,
noting broadcasts should
go beyond General
Committee. "I would add
that the budget meetings
too are all about engaging
the community. Anything
we can do to get the infor-
mation out to those who
wish to watch it [is] won-
derful!"

Councillor Evelyn
Buck, who also ques-
tioned the feasibility of
having Council meetings
streamed on the Town's
website, she said this was
an idea she brought up
two councils ago and is
looking forward to finally
seeing something come of
it. Online broadcasts, she
said, only positively
impact the public.

"The Auroran has
Alison [Collins-Mrakas]
doing her show on the
newspaper's website, and
I see [this] as a greater
amenity for all the thou-
sands of  people who like
to watch Council and see
what we're up to," she
said with her tongue
slightly in her cheek. "I
am thinking of  how we
pull in the viewers. I am
thinking of  what the
introduction to what the
Town of  Aurora General
Committee meetings
would be. A chorus of
dancing girls, perhaps, or
something to make peo-
ple realise what they are
about to watch and have
excitement?"

"[How about]
'Warning: Not suitable for
all ages?'" replied Mayor
Dawe.

Aurora Councillor Paul Pirri took on the persona of the Man in Black at last
Wednesday’s Concert in the Park where he was joined by Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and
Councillor John Abel to form a musical trio during an interlude in the main concert.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

By Brock Weir

Cyclist set to complete cross-
country trip for Cambodian school

By Brock Weir

It has been exactly 
three weeks since Aurora 
formed its citizens com-
mittee on how Aurora 
should celebrate its 150th 
anniversary, and commu-
nity groups and activists 
have wasted little time in 
making their pitches on 
special events and proj- Continued on Page 10

Groups and individuals make pitches for 
anniversary party

ects.
The first initiative out 

of  the gate was the Aurora 
Community Tennis Club’s 
hope to get the Town 
involved in the Fleury 
Plough House – their idea 
to build an open air, cov-
ered, multi-purpose struc-
ture over the existing ten-
nis courts at Fleury Park.

Initially pitched to the 

Town’s Parks and Recre-
ation Advisory Committee 
as the Fleury Playhouse, 
the group changed tracks 
after the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation rejected their 
funding application for 
site work. Retooled as a 
possible sesquicentennial 
project for the Town, it got 
a new name celebrating 
Aurora’s farming history, 

While he had an early 
interest in cycling, the 
first seeds of  an idea for 
a cross country mission 
were planted about 15 
years ago while Mr. Kluge 
was kayaking in the arctic 
with a friend. The friend 
in question had recently 
completed his own cross 
country mission at the 
age of  70.

“Of  course, I hadn’t 
been a cyclist all my life, 
so it was all new to me, so 
I started to think about 
it,” Mr. Kluge told The Au-
roran. “My wife said I was 
crazy, but my kids said, 
‘That’s a great idea, dad,’ 
so I started to train and in 
the middle of  September 
2010 I felt I was ready.”

Fully prepared to cycle 
100 km per day, he reached 
his first goal of  Kenora 
and it has gone on from 
there. To do something 
so challenging all in the 
name of  raising funds 
and awareness for Cam-
bodian education actually 
has its roots in a near-co-
incidence, he said. 

An old school friend 
from Germany, one he 
had known for over 60 
years, phoned him up one 
day in 2006 telling him he 
had just decided to build 
a school in the Asian na-
tion. 

“I said, ‘Count me in! 
What can I do?’” Mr. Kluge 
recalls. “Since I don’t 

have a lot of  money, I said 
maybe I can do some oth-
er things like invest some 
time or help out and that’s 
how it came about. I met 
him there in 2008 at the 
school opening and I have 
been connected ever since. 
I have been inspired by 
what he and his wife are 
doing there and I thought 
I am going to do my little 
part. It has been just won-
derful. Since then, I have 
got 17 Canadian families 
inspired to sponsor chil-
dren and the school and 
it is just growing. It’s awe-
some.”

Overall, on the final leg 
of  this journey, he hopes 
things continue, as they 
have on the previous two, 
where people have stopped 
and asked him along the 
way what he is doing. In 
the past, people have in-
vited him to give talks to 
children, schools, or even 
just impromptu conversa-
tions on the road. 

“There is a great inter-
est in this country and the 
people are just awesome, 
wanting to be part of  an 
effort,” he said. “[Educa-
tion] is going to change 
the world and it is hap-
pening. We’re in it right 
now and I want to do my 
little part to cause posi-
tive change. The school I 
helped build in Cambodia 
is giving children the op-
portunity to get an educa-

tion. Without that, they 
would not and they would 
be stuck in the misery as 
they have been for a long, 
long time.

“It’s amazing what one 
little individual can ac-
complish. 

For more information 
on Armin’s journey, visit 
w w w. h e l p c a m b o d i a n -
school.org.

which is represented in 
the park’s name.

Members of  the club, 
including Brent MacK-
innon, have been taking 
their idea to the people, 
setting up shop at the Au-
rora Farmers’ Market to 
get feedback. Last week, 
they had about 50 people 
stop by their booth to 

11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
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Aurora Jays’ Ted Beadle
struck out during last
week’s game against New
Lowell and apparently did
not like the umpire’s call.

Auroran photo 
by Kevin Michie

By Kevin Michie

The Aurora Jays are
headed to the North
Dufferin Baseball
League playoffs.

The Jays lost an
extremely tight 1-0
game to the league-lead-
ing New Lowell Knights
last Tuesday, however, a
Midland Indians loss
last week secured the
Jays a playoff  spot.

The goal now, howev-
er, is to crawl up the
standings into a posi-
tion where the club can
secure home field
advantage in at least
the first round of  the
playoffs.

The only run of  last
Tuesday’s game came in
the top of  the fifth
inning, when a ques-
tionable non-call at first
base on a bang-bang
play loaded the bases,
which led Ian Rettie to
walk the next batter,
allowing a run to cross
the plate.

It was the only r un
needed.

“It was a good base-
ball game,” said Jays
coach Rob Wilson.
“They scratched one
across, we didn’t. Yeah
it was a big call at first,
but you know what?
That’s baseball!

“I don’t think any-
body is blaming an
umpire for this one.
Both teams hit the ball
hard and both teams

were fielding the ball
well. We had [some]
chances to cash [Jays
runners] and just could-
n’t do it.”

The only unanswered
question for th e Jays
now is where they will
finish and if  they will
have home field advan-
tage in the first round.

The Jays had six days
off  before their next
game against the three-
time defending North
Dufferin Baseball
League champion
Bolton Brewers, which
was slated to go Monday
night at press time.

The game was expect-
ed to be one of  the
biggest of  the year for
the Jays, as the Brew
Crew has shown quite a
bit of  dominance over
the Jays in the past cou-
ple of  years, including a
win earlier this season.

“They are a hot team,
they’ve had our number
lately, but we’re going
to get pumped up, no
doubt,” said Wilson. “I
think of  if  play the
same game as we did
tonight, against Bolton,
I think we’ll come out
on top.”

The Jays will follow
up the Bolton matchup
with a game Tuesday,
against the Creemore
Braves, another team
hovering around the  top
of  the standings.

Following a game in
Angus against the

Black Sox on Thursday,
the Jays will end their
regular season with
another home date, this
time against the
Clearview Orioles,
another ball club bat-
tling for a top spot in
the league.

The final four games
will decide where the
Jays finish in the stand-
ings and if  they get
home field advantage in
the first round.

Heading into action
on Monday night, the
Jays were four games
behind New Lowell for
first place, and a game
behind Clearview for
fourth spot – and home
field advantage.

Even though the
schedule is less than
preferable down the
stretch, Wilson is still
happy with how this
season is concluding for
the ball club.

“It’s shaping up to be
a big last week, and
frankly, playing Bolton,
Creemore, and
Clearview [is] a great
way to tune up for the
playoffs because ever y
game matters now,” he
said. “It’s a great meas-
uring stick for us.”

First pitch for
Tuesday’s game against
Creemore is scheduled
for 7.30 p.m. at Lambert
Willson Park.
Saturday’s game is set
to get underway at 1
p.m. again at LWP.

Jays lose heartbreaker

Lifeguards make waves to save lives
Two local lifeguards will be 

diving into the pool to save lives,
beginning this week’s National
Drowning Prevention Week.

But this time, they will not be
diving in to drag someone out who
is experiencing an emergency, they
will be getting their feet wet as
part of  the Lifesaving Society’s 500
Metre Swim for 500 Lives cam-
paign.

Oliver Koh will be taking to the
pool at the Aurora Family Leisure
Complex and Greg Peri will be
handling things at the Stronach
Aurora Recreation Complex.

“Almost 500 people drown in
Canada each year, and thousands
suffer near-drowning experi-
ences,” said the Lifesaving Society
in a statement. “This event is dedi-
cated to the many Canadians who
lose their lives due to drowning
each year.”

Adds Kelly Manoukas, Fund
Developer for the Society:
“Ontario’s aquatic staff  is being
proactive by educating their com-
munities and raising funds for the
Society’s Water Smart Drowning
Prevention Campaign that sup-
ports educational programs and

local communities.”
National Drowning Prevention

Week kicked off  on Saturday and
continues through this Sunday. In
advance of  the week, the
Lifesaving Society passed along
these tips:

1.       If  you are not within arm’s
reach you have gone too far.
Parents, be your child’s lifeguard!

2.       Choose it. Use it. Wear a
lifejacket or PFD. Always put a life-
jacket on your child!

3.       Be Water Smart – Everyone
should learn how to swim. Enroll
your child today!

Aurora’s Armin Kluge, above, is preparing for the next leg in his journey.
Auroran photo by David 

Falconer
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Deciding fate of Hydro money is more than a simple vote
By Brock Weir

While Town staff  prepare a fall education cam-
paign over the summer on what options are avail-
able for the $33 million in Aurora’s Hydro Fund,
deciding on the results of  a public survey isn’t as
simple as coming to a decision on popular opin-
ion.

In 2006, when the Council of  the day sold
Aurora Hydro, Councillors bound themselves and
future Councils in a series of  stringent conditions
on how the money can be spent. 

As things stand now, any decision on what to do
with the money will require the approval of  two
thirds of  the entire Council. Under the bylaw, this
is interpreted to mean that all members are pres-
ent in the Council chamber at the time of  the vote.
If  not, it is deferred until the next time every
Councillor is in his or her seat. If  that doesn’t
happen for three consecutive meetings, the num-
ber of  Councillors needed to reach 100 per cent
drops by one.

According to a report released by Town
Treasurer Dan Elliott in advance of  this month’s
Council meeting where Councillors voted to go
ahead with an education plan, this restriction
presents its own set of  problems to the Council of
2012 and has suggested a number of  changes
which will, if  his recommendations are accepted,
be debated in September. 

Not only does the existing bylaw only cover the
initial amount garnered from the sale and not the
substantial interest that has accrued since then,
but the voting itself  presents its own headaches.

“The restrictive vote rule indirectly gives uni-
lateral veto power to any one member on the pro-
posal near the time of  the vote, as any one mem-
ber only need to back away from the table or leave
the room just prior to calling the vote,” said Mr.
Elliott. “Should this occur, procedurally the vote
would not be able to be taken for three such meet-
ings. Subsequent to the first three meetings where
the allocation is intended to be voted upon, the
veto power moves to any two members who choose
to leave the table prior to the actual vote being
taken. There is no limit as to how long the veto
power rests with any two persons on the matter. 

“Clearly the restrictive voting rule as currently
adopted has the potential to impair the progress of
Council in making decisions in the best interest of
the community. Despite the restrictive voting rule,
the 30 days public notice must still be given.” 

Suggested ways to “clean up” this issue include
repealing the rule and replace it to require the
approval of  2/3 of  the members present, replace it
with a simple majority vote, or go their own way
in determining how to vote. Any changes, added
Mr. Elliott, would be a matter of  a simple majori-

ty vote of  this Council. 
“A reserve fund bylaw is standard municipal

practice, and for the larger Aurora Hydro Sale
Investment Fund, such a bylaw was previously
resolved to be adopted, but was never presented
for adoption,” said Mr. Elliott. “Consolidating into
reserve fund bylaws the past decisions of  Council
which took place over a number of  months or
years will serve to clarify for all members of
Council and the public the final intentions of
Council for the purposes and processes for alloca-
tion of  the hydro sale proceeds. 

“This will serve all parties well as the commu-
nity and Council contemplate possible community
projects as we prepare for public consultations on
various proposed uses.”





 

Here comes August and the dog days of  summer, 
with extreme heat and humidity and the accompany-
ing smog alerts.

Most of  the mornings, however, are cool and lovely 
and perfect for a visit to the Aurora Farmers’ Mar-
ket and Artisan Fair. There you will find the farmers’ 
tables overflowing with gorgeous, colourful, healthy 
local fruit and vegetables; some in colours you didn’t 
know they came in.

For something different, try orange or purple cau-
liflower, or yellow or orange or even purple tomatoes. 
The original heirloom tomatoes grew in a variety of  
colours and shapes and each had a distinctive flavour.

Do your taste buds a favour and try some of  the heir-
loom varieties. A little later in the season, the Weider-
meyers will likely have a tomato tasting day at the Mar-
ket and I will let everyone know when they have settled 
on a date.

Not only do our farmers have an abundance of  pro-
duce available now, but the wide variety of  berries and 
stone fruit now in season makes for a busy baking and 
jamming time for many and you’ll find the tasty results 
at several booths.

Why not try something new such as a jam made from 
new farmer, Peter’s, golden raspberries or a peach and 
lavender combination? If  you let your imagination 
go wild, there’s no limit to what you can create. The 
same holds true for our very creative artisans and you 
should check every visit to see what new inspirations 
have motivated new designs.

There are new flavours of  macarons each week, dif-
ferent cookie and cupcake flavours to taste as well as 
new soap scents to try.

One of  our new bakers this year is Megan Fisher 
of  Nutmeg Catering. She describes herself  as being 
“insanely, passionately, and inexplicably in love with 
food”. Ever since she can remember, she has loved 
spending time in the kitchen, a passion we share.

Her love affair with food has led her to spend count-
less hours in the in the kitchen baking, and more mon-
ey than she is willing to admit on the finest of  ingredi-
ents, including the sprinkles! Her devotion to quality 
allows her to say that all of  Nutmeg’s products are of  
the utmost quality and every single item is made from 
scratch.

Megan is currently completing a degree in Com-
munication Studies at Wilfred Laurier University and 
plans to attend George Brown College to specialise in 
Pastry Arts and Management upon graduation. She is 
looking ahead to a career in the culinary field, whether 
it is opening her own bakery or dessert bar, operating 
a gourmet food truck or using her communications de-
gree to become a food writer.

In the meantime, however, visit Nutmeg Catering at 
the Market and sample the variety of  cookies, squares, 
tarts and cakes she has to offer. You won’t be disap-
pointed.

Another new vendor this year is Maple Bottoms/
Sweet Sensitivities. This interesting business is a col-
laboration between Deanna Schimmel and Emily Dim-
mel (yes, really!)

The business venture started a year ago when Dean-
na was on maternity leave with her second child and 
Emily was pregnant with her fourth.

Between them they have seven children and three of  
those are in diapers—cloth diapers. That represents a 
lot of  diaper changes and washes, so they developed an 
online boutique selling cloth diapers, natural laundry 
detergent and more. Emily is the master sewer whose 
creations are featured at their booth and include reus-
able snack bags, aprons and kerchiefs. She also does 
customized Christmas stockings and ornaments.

Emily is the mastermind behind Sweet sensitivities, 
born out of  necessity. When her third child was diag-
nosed with milk and soy protein-induced colitis, she 
had to completely revamp her cooking and baking to 
suit both his needs as well as suit the taste buds of  the 
rest of  the family.

It took her a few years to master, but now she can’t 
make enough to keep the family satisfied. Everything 
Emily makes is free of  gluten, nuts, eggs, soy, dairy 
and refined sugar. She also has some sugar-free cook-
ies suitable for diabetics. Her cookies freeze very well 
and she even ships across Canada.

One day, she hopes that you’ll be able to find her bak-
ing in stores across the country too. Do drop by for a 
sample of  her delicious baking.

In keeping with the theme of  gluten-free products, 
the following vendors offer some gluten-free products: 
Cosmo Meats’ salami; Howard’s Farm’s farmers’ sau-
sage, turkey and chicken sausages; Cracklin’ Corn’s 
popcorn; Family Kitchen soups; Jan’s Country Pan-
try’s soups; Snowden Farm’s meat pies; Ebonite Trad-
ing’s sauces; Cocoa Canelle’s macarons and Gabriel’s 
Café has gluten-free sandwiches on request.

Our next special event is Seniors’ Day on August 
11th, when the talented seniors from the Aurora Se-

niors’ Centre will be showcasing the various dance 
styles that can be found at the Centre. They will be in 
front of  the bandshell at 10 a.m.

In addition, the seniors will have three booths where 

you can find examples of  their knitting, sewing, wood-
work and jewelery. They will also be inviting people to 
sit and enjoy a game of  chess. For anyone aged 55 or 
over who would like a tour of  the Centre, they are of-
fering a complimentary luncheon ticket.

Be sure to visit the Market on August 11th to salute 
Aurora’s amazing seniors.

Finally, a sincere thank you to the Jazz Festival un-
der the aegis of  the Aurora Festival of  the Arts for the 
wonderful entertainment they provided to Market-go-
ers on Saturday morning.

Additionally, it was our partnership with the AFA 
that enabled us to have exceptionally talented high 
school musicians play for us on a couple of  Market 
days. We’re very grateful to the AFA for bringing them 
to us.

Variety (and necessity) is the spice of life at the Farmers’ Market
By Brock Weir

Aurora took one step
forward last week towards
a new joint operations
centre.

The move came 
at a Special General
Committee meeting on
Tuesday evening where
Council considered the
purchase of  a 10 acre site
on Industrial Parkway
North to accommodate the
works from both Aurora's
parks and public works
departments.

10 acres of  space are
needed to keep Aurora
fully operational in the
future, according to Ilmar
Simanovskis, Aurora's
Manager of  Infras-
tructure in a presentation
to Council last week. The
existing site on Scanlon
Court, which is also on
Industrial Parkway North
just north of  Centre
Street, has been under
scrutiny for the past year
for its current conditions.
Not only is the current
site inadequate in terms of
rundown conditions, pro-
ponents of  the proposed

new building argue, but it
is also inadequate when it
comes to space and
addressing the needs of
the changing workforce. 

A new building would
also go towards replacing
a building which has been
widely decried as being
insufficient, substandard,
and inappropriate by
Town Staff  and by both
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and
a large number of
Councillors.

"Current operations
are being delivered
through inadequate build-
ings and multiple loca-
tions," said Mr.
Simanovskis in his report
to Councillors. "As the
Town approaches build
out, additional services
will be required to accom-
modate the increase in
planned roads, infrastruc-
ture, and parks facilities."

Putting operations
together would not only
support community
growth, but also make the
delivery of  services more
efficient and accommo-
date heritage artefacts.

announce that
we have a new
farmer joining
our Market.
He is Peter
Simmonds, a
second genera-
tion farmer,
who was
raised on his
family's farm
in Uxbridge. 

He is a
graduate of
T r e n t
University where he stud-
ied history and interna-
tional development. His
farm, Oakridges Finest, is
now in its third growing
season, and is chemical
free. They grow several
fruits and vegetables, but
their focus is on strawber-
ries and a variety of  rasp-
berries, including the gold-
en ones. 

Peter is striving to use
aspects of  what he learned
from his studies to find low
cost and low environmen-
tal impact techniques to
enhance the growing of
premium quality, chemical
free produce. Please drop
by his booth to see what he

grows and
welcome him
to our Market
family.

On July 28
and August 25
the Aurora
P u b l i c
Library will
be setting up
in the Town
Park from 9
a.m. to 12
noon for a
c h i l d r e n ' s

reading programme. They
will have stories for the
young and demonstrations
for techno-savvy users and
the curious novice. They
will present "stories under
the tent" from 10 to 10.20
with props, rhymes, stories
to inspire the imagination
in this introduction to early
literacy. You can find out
about the Library's
Electronic Resources: data-
bases to eBooks from 10:30 -
11:30.

You can even sign up for
a library card, with identi-
fication, should you not
have one. The Aurora
Public Library offers food
for thought and fresh ingre-

dients for lifelong creative
learning. Bring the whole
family and enjoy the read-
ing programme in the park.

Our next special event is
on August 4, when we share
the park with the jazz+
Festival until 2 p.m. In the
morning, the entertain-
ment will include Aurora
Farmers' Laughter Yoga,
Zumba and the Jaymor
Dancers. 

Once the Market has
packed up and gone home
by 2 p.m., the Jazz Festival
musicians will take over.
We thank the Jazz+ festival
for providing the fantastic
music to the Market on sev-
eral occasions so far this
season and we're all look-
ing forward to the exciting
lineup in this year's festi-
val. 

As a result of  an inci-
dent that occurred last
weekend at the Market, we
do not welcome aggressive
dogs at the Market and all
dogs must be under com-
plete control while visiting.
We appreciate your co-
operation to ensure there
are no accidents. 

See you there!
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The winner will be drawn from 
all the correct responses received. 

The promotion ends August 27, 2012

A random draw will be held 
at the newspaper’s office 
on August 28, 2012.

To participate, you must be 
19 years of age or older.

Write the number corresponding 
to each name in the space provided. 

Please drop off or mail the participation 
coupon in an envelope to: 

Play for 6 weeks 
for a chance to 

win $250*

Know Your Merchants Contest

Keep this participation coupon –you have six weeks to figure out all the names for the draw. 
Must be 19 years of age or older

STEVEN HO
Chinook 

ELISE DESJARDINS
T.H. Oliver 

RANDY WINSTONE
McAlpine

LINDA MAUNDER
Maunder’s Food Shop

SOPHI GEORGOPOULIS
Jonathan’s

DOUG ADAIR
Rec Sports

RAZ KHAMISSA 
Omars

BOB CLUBINE
Home Hardware 
LEE HURST
Hurst Bakery 

BRANDON PELUSO
Highland 

INGRID KULBACH
fraktals Chocolates

STEVE DAVIES
Harvest Meats 

CHRIS ISSARIS
T.C’s Restauranrt

FARZIN ANSARI
Play It Again Sports
WILLIAM YANG
Bonsai Hill 

DIANA BLANK
Happy Hearing 

PETER VIRTANEN
State Farm

DAMIR VRANCIC
Vrancic Law

BRIAN NORTH
Ellis Studios

ALFREDO TAMBURINI
A & F Hair 

DAVID MINTZ
Edward Street 

LENARD LIND
L.H. Lind Realty Ltd.

HOWIE BERMAN
Crystal White Cleaners

LISA OLIVER
Maid To Shine

Can you
identify 
any of
these 
people?

11 22 33 44 55 66

77 88 99 1010 1111 1212

1313 1414 1515 1616 1717 1818

1919 2020 2121 2222 2323 2424

Summer’s bounty available at Market New works site inches forward
Strawberries, raspber-

ries, blueberries, currants
and gooseberries, oh my!

Then there are beets, let-
tuce, radishes, zucchini,
onions and garlic and a mul-
titude of  delicious greens to
adorn your dinner table all
available now at the
Farmers' Market. 

We are well into the sum-
mer portion of  our season
at the Market and the farm-
ers' tables are groaning
under the weight of  the
fresh, local, healthy pro-
duce they grow and bring to
us here in Aurora. If  you
have not had an opportuni-
ty to visit us yet this season,
now would be a great time
to come.

As you all know, we pride
ourselves in having an
exciting and diverse group
of  farmers and artisans.
One of  our vendors com-
bines the flavours of  France
in both baking and
Provencal home décor.
We're talking about
Meaghan and her mother,
Madeleine, of  Cocoa
Cannelle. 

When asked about the
story behind Cocoa
Cannelle, Meaghan quoted
John Lennon's saying that
"life is what happens to you
while you're busy making
other plans". 

She had just finished a
degree in architecture and
fine art, with a diploma in
graphic design. While
searching for a job, she
started baking macarons.
Finding the challenge of
making macarons reward-
ing, she decided to join her
two passions, baking and all
things French, to create her
own business.

Her original product line
begin with her favourite
gluten free desserts, such as
macarons and meringues,
but quickly grew to include
other French favourites
such as madeleines, mini
canneles, and lemon tarts.
As the meringues and mac-
arons are made with egg
whites, it was only natural
to begin to make lemon
curd, a delicious jam made
from egg yolks and butter.

Their flavour list keeps
growing and every
Saturday they bring both
new flavours and old
favourites for their dedicat-
ed customers. Thanks to
other vendors at the
Market, they made salted
caramel macarons from
Pascal and pear/ginger
from Jan's Country Pantry.
They now have 65 different
macaron flavours, more
than eight meringue
flavours and seven different
fruit curds. 

Try a different flavour
every week and see which is
your favourite. Mine is the
chai macaron.

Madeleine keeps the
French flavour alive with
her wide variety of
Provencal home décor
items including table run-
ners, pillows and aprons
created form authentic
French fabric sourced from
various regions of  France.

Curious about the busi-
ness name? It's quite simple,
Meaghan says. It's a combi-
nation of  her two favourite
flavours-chocolate and cin-
namon, en Francais!

We are delighted to




Jan Freedman

MARKET 
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman
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A & F Hair Elite

In the Aurora Shopping Centre

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3 • Tel: 905-727-6212 ~Since 1970~
Next to No Frills

Sandy has been with

27years!for

A

In

4800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N

f

g

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

Kid’s Bowling

Only $75 per child
Ages  5 - 12

 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Bowling Every Day

To Register call or visit Gateway Lanes
905 727-2900

$20 Deposit Required
Hosted by: The Gathering Place

210 Edward Street, Aurora
905 841-0172 – www.tgpoa.com

Also Swimming, Games, 
Sports, Music,
Drama, Puppets, 
Faith Lessons & Much More
Children – bring your own lunch

Aug  20  – 24   
day camp

th th

www.tholiver.com  905.727.4258
Service You Can Trust. Since1924

NOW ON!
Call for detailsSale 

 Air Conditioner 

Portraits shine a light on community “givers”
By Brock Weir

When the then-teenage
Dean Turner left his
cramped, but modestly
comfortable life with his
family in southern
Ontario for job opportuni-
ties out west, he followed
what he thought was a
promising path.

Fast forward to his
arrival in British
Columbia, the jobs he
expected were not there
and this aspiring musician
wound up on the street.
Such an unexpected expe-
rience gives a person a
unique perspective on the
plights of  others, and
might just be one of  the
reasons he has dedicated
his life to others.

Now a resident of
Aurora, Mr. Turner is one
of  the unsung community
heroes in York Region who
are getting their moment
in the spotlight in the exhi-
bition "Portraits of
Giving", a showcase featur-
ing the work of  York
Region photographer
Karen Merk. Through
Portraits of  Giving, Ms.
Merk seeks to shine this
light on people in our com-
munity who have invested
their time and efforts back
into it. 

Now in its third year,
this exhibition honours
seven outstanding individ-
uals whose philanthropic
work - even if  it is behind
the scenes - has benefited
many people around the
world and here at home.
Among those featured are
Aurora residents and busi-
ness leaders Frank
Stronach, Rita Theil of
JacKryn France, and Mr.
Turner.

"There is a moment in
everyone's life that is their
'Aha!' moment that trig-
gered them to say, 'I want to
do something,'" said Ms.
Merk of  her work which,
as well as through the sale
of  an exhibition book writ-
ten by Aurora author
Heather Ann Lambert,
benefits the Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

"For me, it was my
father-in-law who passed
away a few months before
the first exhibit three
years ago. He had a heart
attack and that was my
'Aha!' moment where I
wanted to do something

for the foundation."
Since that "Aha!"

moment, Ms. Merk has
taken the people she has
met through her work, as
well as her own charitable
endeavours, to pay tribute
to those she has seen give
back. 

"I thought it, 'wouldn't it
be great to shine a light on
these people who work so
hard to give back and to
make things happen?'
Then I invited Heather
Ann Lambert to write a
book about what inspired
them to give back. It's not
just the when and the
what. I find that 'why' is
the most fascinating thing
to discover about these
people. 

"If  you look at Frank
Stronach, he has done so
much over the years it was
just a privilege and an hon-
our for him to even agree
to be in it and he has done
the Hoedown, he has
helped Hurricane Katrina
survivors, and he has done
a tonne of  giving back that
all of  York region has ben-
efited from."

Mr. Turner, however,
might be an exception to
Ms. Merk's rule that every-
one has their, 'Aha!'
moment. Giving back, he
said was something that
had been instilled in him
by his parents from an
early age and it has been
something that has carried
with him through much of
his life. 

"My mom and my dad
are just great, down-to-
earth people and it is just
the right thing to do - you

help other people," he said.
From living on the

streets of  Vancouver, Mr.
Turner said he found his
lifeline through the mili-
tary. He found himself  at a
Canadian Forces recruit-
ing centre which led him
on a 22 year journey with
the armed forces which
included time with the
Royal Canadian Regiment,
the Canadian Airborne
Regiment, and a stint with
the United Nations. 

After leaving the mili-
tary, Mr. Turner worked
with the Red Cross before
founding F.A.S.T. Rescue
(First Aid Safety
Training), a for-profit com-
pany which focuses on, as
the name suggests, train-
ing companies and devel-
oping company safety poli-
cies. It is through this
work he has become a tire-
less supporter and volun-
teer with the Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

"I was sitting on these
committees with lawyers
and people who were part
of  the York Region Food
Network, homeless initia-
tives, and people from all
facets of  life putting their
minds together to help and
I thought it was just won-

derful we're all focusing on
helping people. 

"[My work was] an easy
fit. I would go to the meet-
ings and learn, so at first I
wasn't saying too much,
but learning how to get
along and help out. With
Heart and Stroke I do a lot
of  volunteer work with
them. It is my position as
an educator teaching peo-
ple about defibrillators to
sort of  relieve the fears it
is going to hurt you and
the importance of  having
that in the community. I
took that as a good fit to
advocate what the Heart
and Stroke does as well as
save lives. If  you're doing
an event and need some-
one to talk, ask me and I
am there.

"Giving back is proba-
bly one of  the most
rewarding things you can
do. It's important and we
all should do it. Many peo-
ple find it is easier to give
their money than their
time but I think that a little
bit of  time, if  everyone
was to do that, the world
would be a better place."

Portraits of  Giving
runs at the Aurora
Cultural Centre through
August 31.

 

Masonary  Ι  Brick Repair  
Interlock Concrete Driveway

Stairs  Ι  Patios 
All Sealing

Waterproofing

416-571-7510 
primetimerob@live.ca 

EXTERIOR 

PRIME TIME 
 

This year’s Portraits of Giving exhibition, which is 
currently on display at the Aurora Cultural Centre is a
team effort between Karen Merk (left) and Heather
Ann Lambert (right). The exhibition is the brainchild of
Ms. Merk, an acclaimed portrait photographer with
Merk Photography, who wanted to highlight the con-
tributions of philanthropists she has met in her travels.
Ms. Lambert of the Writers’ Community of York Region
tells their stories in the accompanying exhibition
book.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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MEN
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31)

• Body Waxing
• Spa Manicure & Pedicure

• Nails Art Designs
• Men’s Waxing

– Bio - gel
– U.V. gel

– Powder gel
– Acrylic

FREE
Personal

Kit

Happy Hours
10% OFF

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish

Manicure
& Spa

Pedicure
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this
ad only

Sun. Closed
18A Wellington St. E.

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7 Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.
A practitioner of Collaborative Family
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023
e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

• 1/2 hour free consultation
• accepts LegalAid

JULY 17 - 4 DAYS
JULY 28 - 4 SATURDAYS

905-726-4132

Sending yourteentous
for4daysthissummer
couldsavetheir life.

Masonary  Ι  Brick Repair
Interlock Concrete Driveway

Stairs Ι Patios
All Sealing

Waterproofing
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walrickdisposal.ca

Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Call 1-877-782-5865 and speak to one of
our Service Reps to arrange a day and time for
delivery.

2. On the day of service one of our Drivers will
come and deliver the Mini-Bin.

3. Once you have filled the Mini-Bin, call and
our Driver will come back to pick it up and
take it away.

It’s That Simple!
For pricing in your area please call

1.877.782.JUNK

Mini-Bin Services
Are Ideal For:

can think of...

materials in our Mini-Bins: tires,
chemicals, solvents, oils and
hazardous waste. If you are
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for
delivery and pick-up:

Monday to Saturday:
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a
friendly and professional service
by both our Service Reps and
Drivers.

5865

We accept Visa & Master Card

w
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chemicals, solvents, oils and
hazardous waste. If you are
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for
delivery and pick-up:

day:Monday to Satur
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a
friendly and professional service
by both our Service Reps and
Drivers.

Students from Aurora’s “Art Club”accept their “People’s Choice” citation fromMayor Geoffrey Dawe at Council last Tuesday. The budding artists took top honours in the
“Art in the Park” competition which saw over 20 schools and community groups paint picnic tables which will decorate local parks through the summer. On either side
of the group are details of their winning table, entitled “Under the Sea.” Auroran photos by Diane Buchanan (centre) and BrockWeir

Young artists celebrate “under the sea”
By BrockWeir

It may be better where
it is wetter, according to
one famous Disney crus-
tacean, but land loving
Aurora artists rode the
Under the Sea theme to
victory last week in the
2012 Art in the Park com-
petition.
Aurora's "Art Club"

won top honours in the
competition, being award-
ed the "People's Choice
Award" in the competition
which saw the club face
off against over 20 com-
petitors from various

schools and community
groups decorating picnic
tables which will be
placed in select Town
parks this week.
Over 130 votes in total

were cast online and in
person at Town Hall.
"The vision was to

engage a range of youth
in an artistic way, provid-
ing benefits to the artists
and the neighbourhood by
painting picnic tables,"
said Nichole Campsall,
acting Youth and
Community Coordinator
for the Town of Aurora.
"In its second year, we

were thrilled to have the
participation of 20 youth
and community organiza-
tions and schools. With
the help of the Town's
Parks Supervisor, Sarah
Tiencamp, and Parks
Staff, five boards that
make up one picnic table
were sanded, primed, and
delivered to the various
groups. Each group care-
fully worked together to
come up with a theme and
then got busy with their
brushes, bringing it to
life."
Tables were finished

off by the Parks

Department with a spe-
cial varnish and were on
display outside of Town
Hall last week, and the
week previous. Now that
all participants received
their due at a special cere-
mony during last week's
Council meeting, the
tables will now be distrib-
uted throughout Ada
Johnson Park, Lambert
Willson Park, Fleury
Park, and Sheppard's
Bush.
Winners received a gift

card to Michael's Arts and
Crafts Store.
Other participants and

Kerry’s Place celebrates 25 years in Town
By BrockWeir

Kerry's Place has been a
lifeline for people affected
by Autism for nearly 40
years - now the Aurora-
based branch of the
Autism Services network
is marking its silver
anniversary.
It has been 25 years

since Kerry's Place Autism
Services took up residence
in their Berczy Street loca-
tion and this milestone
will be celebrated at their
Fifth Annual Kerry's Place
Autism Services
Appreciation Day this
Saturday at Town Park.
Billed as a day to

express appreciation for
staff, volunteers, and
clients of the wide-reach-
ing service, the event will
be part of a special event
day in conjunction with
the Aurora Farmers'
Market, Art in the Park,
and the Optimist Club of
Aurora.

Featuring not just a bar-
becue lunch, live enter-
tainment, games, and kids
activities, the event, which
runs from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
will also provide an oppor-
tunity to recognize volun-
teers who have given five,
10, 15, 20, 25, and 30 years of
their time to the organiza-
tion.
"This is a day that

Kerry's Place uses to
acknowledge and appreci-
ate all the support and gen-
erosity of our donors and
volunteers," said Kerry's
Place's Cheryl Boston. "It
is the opportunity to recog-
nize long-standing employ-
ees.
"Currently we have 271

registered people that will
be in attendance. That is a
mixture of a lot of our sup-
ported individuals who
reside in the Kerry's Place
residences, as well as sup-
ported families."
Nearly 110 staff mem-

bers will be recognized

their entries included the
Aurora Ducks Swim Club
with "Swim for the Gold",
ESC Renaissance with
"Fairy Tale", Foundations
Private School with "FPS
Grads 2012", Holy Spirit
Catholic School with
"Share our Spirit, Share
our Table", self titled
works from the Pots & Pins
Afterschool Program, the
Aurora Farmers' Market,
the Special Olympics
Ducks Swimmers, and
Katimavik, the Windfall
Ecology Centre with "Our
Happy Place" and nine
entries from Dr. G.W.

with certificates marking
five years of service. 17
will be saluted for a full
decade, three for 15 years,
three for 20, two for 25, and
two for 30 years.
Kerry's Place was

founded in 1974 in
Clarksburg, ON for local
families with autism and it
has since expanded to sup-
port over 6,000 people and
their families living with
what is described as "the
full spectrum of Autism."
Primarily focused in
southern Ontario with
branch locations in
Toronto, Hastings,
Dufferin, Durham, and
shared services between
the Regions of York and
Simcoe and the Regions of
Peel and Hamilton, they
provide community out-
reach and support for peo-
ple living at home.
In addition to face

painting, bouncy castles,
and, of course, the ongoing
events of the Aurora
Farmer's Market and
Artisan Fair, the Fifth
Annual Kerry's Place
Appreciation Day will get
underway at 9 a.m. with a
musical performance by
"ZiNGALO", featuring
Dave Renton, Jas Carvin,
Pat Scott, and Ted Hill.
Additional musical per-
formers include "Mad Dog
& Pup" (Paul Jones and
Steve Davey), Patty
McLaughlin, Up Juggling
(which will also provide
wandering juggling
demonstrations and les-
sons throughout Town
Park), and "The Other
Guy" (a.k.a. Pat Mete).
The Optimist Club of

Aurora will be hosting a
free barbeque for guests.
Staff and volunteers

will receive their recogni-

tion in a ceremony begin-
ning at approximately 1
p.m.
For more information

on this event, visit
www.kerrysplaceautismse
rvices.org or contact Ms.
Boston at 905-841-6611
x.328 or Cheryl.boston@
kerrysplace.org.

Williams Secondary
School: "Canadian
Tradition", "Candy Land",
"Creatures, Inc.", "Lunch
at the Park", "Mermaids
under the Sea", "Mural
Madness", "Rainy Day",
"Under the Sea", and
"Super Mario Spoof."

dedicated cameras.
Now cameras are
built into multiple
devices and photos
can be edited, shared
and discovered with-
in moments of  being
taken.

Magazines
were bound
by the print
m e d i u m .
Now with the
advent of  Flipboard, digital
magazines bring more per-
sonalized content, accessible
everywhere and always up to
date and including rich
media items.

Books were also victims
of  their printed constraints.
Now a wide range of  e-read-
ers allows for a highly per-
sonalized reading experience
and allows for readers to trav-
el with a large library on
their mobile device.

The music industry
required their audience to
buy albums in stores and
play them on dedicated play-
ers.  Now music discovery is
more social; instant on-
demand streaming to
enabled devices has opened
up the playback realm.

The video industry is see-

ing the same transi-
tion, as retail stores
like Blockbuster
have busted in favor
of  on-
demand/instant
streaming services

like YouTube
and Netflix.

The televi-
sion industry
made its
money by

providing linear program-
ming on pre-set channels
with little control offered to
the viewer.  Now, On Demand
personalized content is lead-
ing a trend in homes, cutting
their limited and pricey
cable.

Marketplaces themselves
have shifted from street fairs
to integrated platforms for
listings, advertising, pay-
ment and inventory manage-
ment through services like
Etsy.

Business collaboration
has changed from meetings,
whiteboards and teleconfer-
ences to online working
groups complete with data
sharing and instant messag-
ing capabilities with services
like Salesforce, Yammer and
Jive.

the House of
Commons,
according to
A S A
President
C h a r l e s
Sequeira. As
it happens,
the House
was in ses-
sion that day
which added
to their
enjoyment
of  the trip.

Senior dancers
If  you haven't had the ben-

efit of  seeing our dancers
perform, you'll get a chance
at the upcoming Farmers'
Market on August 11. The
ASA Square Dancers will be
demonstrating some of  the
dances they've been doing
over the past year.

They're also looking for
new members when they
start up again on October 15.
You don't have to know how
to dance because the current
members are more than

happy to
teach you,
step by step.
It's some-
thing to put
on your list
for the fall.

Crafters
needed
T h e

K n o t t y
Knitters is a
bit of  a mis-
nomer. They
don't just

knit. They make almost any-
thing to do with needlework.
Right now, they're rushing to
create a good quantity of
items to sell at the upcoming
Aurora Farmers' Market on
August 11. Your help is need-
ed.

If  you are a needlecraft
hobbyist, you are invited to
join them on a Monday
morning.

Jazz tickets
The Centre is selling a

limited number of  Aurora
Jazz Festival tickets for
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FAN MAN

 Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday 10am to 5pm
Thursday & Friday 10 - 6

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

www.thefanman.ca

Introducing Lavie by Design Interiors 
Phone for an Appointment 

ORDER YOUR 
COTTAGE FANS NOW!! 

Trendy Cottage Fans
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E-mail steve@stevethomas.ca
web site: www.stevethomas.ca

sutton group - solutions realty inc., brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Steve Thomas
Sales Representative 

Providing Real Estate Solutions 
That Save You $$$

Aurora Office: 905-841-5405

Fibromyalgia: Natural 
Approaches for Lasting Relief  

Advertorial

Fibromyalgia is reach-
ing alarming levels and
ineffective treatment is
common.  If  you suffer
from Fibromyalgia you
need to know poorly
known facts about the
condition in order to
avoid years of   pain and
suffering.

You have probably
been told by your doctor
you have constant, unre-
lenting joint pain …  ten-
der, achy spots all over
your body…  including
your neck and upper
back…   pain between
your shoulder blades …
chronic fatigue …  and
maybe constant or inter-
mittent headaches.  You
can’t sleep at night and
are  exhausted all day.

You can’t even enjoy
the simple things in life
anymore, such as playing
with your children.
Getting out of  bed every-
day is an unbelievable
challenge.

Life Has Become
Unbearable...  

Your doctor does an
exam...negative.  He
takes some  X-rays...nega-

tive.  Does a few blood
tests… negative.  Maybe
even an MRI… negative.  

Then he tells you you
have Fibromyalgia and
gives you anti-inflamma-
tory drugs. You find that
the approaches you try do
not help and often make
it worse. 

So you go back, again
and again, and your doc-
tor gives you different
drugs to try to make you
feel better.   

The doctor eventually
may say... “I’ve done all I
can do, you just need to
learn to live with it…”

After  exhausting the
list of  medications you
may also be told it’s “all
in your head” and they
may even send you to a
psychiatrist for anti-
depressant drugs.

You may have gone
through months, if  not
years, of  grueling tests
and drugs with horrible
side effects.  

It is clear that suffer-
ers need much more
information on what
Fibromyalgia really is
and how they can help

themselves.
Sufferers also need to

know there are many nat-
ural ways of  helping
themselves feel better by
improving the function of
muscles and nerves to
help the body to heal.    

The medical system
has essentially three
major choices: drugs,
physiotherapy or sur-
gery. 

There are other
approaches that are  sen-
sible,  natural  and safe
that have helped many
Fibromyalgia sufferers
improve  their life forev-
er.

To help sufferers,  a
workshop is being offered
as a community service
to reveal effective ways
to feel better, increase
energy and improve the
quality of  life.  The work-
shop is free. 

The workshop will be
held on Wed Aug 8, 7.30 –
9 pm. at the King West
Wellness Centre 141 King
Rd Unit 10 Richmond Hill 

Seating is limited.
Call to make reservations
(888) 837 0407.  

You might recall that our
seniors participated in their
own mini-Olympics recently. 

In a way, it's sad that they
didn't get the fanfare that the
international Olympians
receive. After all, they too
work hard, practice diligent-
ly, and focus on staying fit
and healthy in order to com-
pete. 

Yes, I know. The celebra-
tions in London last week
would be overkill for our
small competition. Even so,
the organizers really ought
to think about providing
more exposure in future for
the games and the senior
winners. 

Did they have an opening
ceremony of  substance? I
didn't hear of  any, although I
know they did hold a small
closing event. 

Admittedly, I was lax in
eyeing the papers early on
for announcements, but
when the summer games
began, I didn't need the infor-
mation. When I did, it was

scant or too close to the
event.

The international
Summer Olympics were
announced in plenty of  time
for us to catch the opening
ceremonies. This enabled
some forward-thinking peo-
ple at the Centre to schedule
time to show them on the big
screen in the lounge. 

This was good for people
with small television sets at
home. Imagine trying to
watch the elaborate displays
on a small screen. Besides,
watching them in a group
adds to the enjoyment.

That's one of  the great
things about the Centre. You
never know when you'll get a
special treat.

Ottawa trip
On June 27, MP Lois

Brown paid a visit to the
Centre during our Great
Canadian BBQ.
Subsequently, a group took a
trip to Ottawa where they
were given a "gracious wel-
come and personal tour" of




Sylvia Dickens

Seniors enjoy the London Olympic opening ceremonies
Saturday and Sunday,
August 4 and 5. Tickets are
$2.50 per person per day. If
you'd like to take advantage
of  this special offer, ask at the
reception desk. Tickets are
sold on a first come, first
served basis, so don't miss
out.

Walking Club Outings
Get your walking shoes

on and join the Walking Club
on August 8 as they enjoy
Willow Farm, Lakeview and
Wimpey Trail, Aurora
Heights to Tom's Park. You
don't need to pre-register.
Just show up at the Centre at
9.30 a.m. in proper gear. Don't
forget water. From there, par-
ticipants will car pool to the
starting location. The group
is always looking for new
members to join them each
week.

Fun programs 
It's always great to learn

something new, which is why
the Centre offers a good vari-
ety of  programs. The Town
of  Aurora has just
announced its senior pro-
grams which will be start in
September. You can grab one
of  the Fall 2012 program
guides from the Centre, the
Town Hall and at other loca-
tions. 

To tempt you, take a look
at this short list: 

Ivory Keys is for begin-
ners who would like to learn

how to read music and play
simple melodies.

Golden Voices teaches
you proper breathing tech-
niques, vocal development,
voice exercises, pitch devel-
opment and more.

Sculpting with Clay is a
great beginner course that
introduces you to conceptual
and practical aspects of  mod-
elling with clay.

Yoga Meditation shows
you how to release stress and
tension through breathing,
movement and relaxation.

Nutrition and You guides
you in how proper nutrition
can renew your energy and
help to make your body and
immune system stronger
and healthier.

Our 2012 Directors
The ASA recently named

its new directors for 2012.
They are: Ron Coe, 
Food Services Committee;
Winnie Gritten, Membership
& Volunteers; Carol
Hedenberg, Operations &
Activities; Bill Moore, Social
Committee; Louise Miller,
Sponsorship Committee.

For more information on
the Aurora Seniors' Centre
and all it has to offer, drop by
90 John West Way, visit the
web site www.aurorase-
niors.ca, email aurorase-
niors@rogers.com or call
905-726-4767 between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday.




Christopher Watts

Digital changes everything
This will mark the second

article in a departure from
my regular "100 Watts" col-
umn.  The idea behind it is to
tackle a series on digital cul-
ture for Aurora.  

My previous article was to
frame the series with one
overriding observation: digi-
tal changes everything.  This
article will explore what is
being changed and how.

Back in 2000, in his book
"Digital Capital", University
of  Toronto Professor Don
Tapscott explains how indus-
trial age production, commu-
nications, commerce and dis-
tribution all implode in this
digital age.

As companies rush to
rethink their value proposi-
tions the question everyone is
asking is: what is valuable in
a digital world?

One easy way to deter-
mine how valuable some-
thing is to try living without it
for a while.

Take for example, an
everyday object like the
phone.  Phones used to be
available on street corners
contained in large urine
soaked boxes. Now they are
found in your pocket.

What would life be like
without your mobile phone?

Like phones, computers
were large and tethered
devices which have now
become small and mobile.

These changes have
increased their value.

Here are some more
notable shifts:

Life stories used to adorn
walls.  Now they are widely
accessible through personal-
ized social media feeds like
Facebook.

News used to consist of
dedicated reports, often
delayed by the production
stream.  Now, real-time citi-
zen reporting through mobile
devices provides global reach.

Directories used to be
heavy printed yellow vol-
umes with no search features
and no reviews.  Now with
location aware services like
Yelp, one can discover user
reviews through a search that
includes images and recom-
mendations.

Photography required

The entire way recruiting
has been done has shifted
from job fairs and paper
resumes to LinkedIn's service
of  offering online resumes
with social relevancy, search-
able skill sets, endorsements
and recommendations.

These are huge disrup-
tions to our culture that are
unlikely to reverse because
they bring with them monu-
mental increases in value.

Changes that will likely be
taken for granted by children
the same way adults take the
air for granted. 

That is… until it is miss-
ing.

Stay tuned.
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MEN
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31)

• Body Waxing
• Spa Manicure & Pedicure

• Nails Art Designs
• Men’s Waxing

– Bio - gel
– U.V. gel

– Powder gel
– Acrylic

FREE
Personal

Kit

Happy Hours
10% OFF

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish

Manicure
& Spa

Pedicure
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this
ad only

Sun. Closed
18A Wellington St. E.

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7 Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.
A practitioner of Collaborative Family
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023
e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

• 1/2 hour free consultation
• accepts LegalAid

JULY 17 - 4 DAYS
JULY 28 - 4 SATURDAYS

905-726-4132

Sending yourteentous
for4daysthissummer
couldsavetheir life.

Masonary  Ι  Brick Repair
Interlock Concrete Driveway

Stairs Ι Patios
All Sealing

Waterproofing

416-571-7510
primetimerob@live.ca

EXTERIOR

PRIME TIME

walrickdisposal.ca

Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Call 1-877-782-5865 and speak to one of
our Service Reps to arrange a day and time for
delivery.

2. On the day of service one of our Drivers will
come and deliver the Mini-Bin.

3. Once you have filled the Mini-Bin, call and
our Driver will come back to pick it up and
take it away.

It’s That Simple!
For pricing in your area please call

1.877.782.JUNK

Mini-Bin Services
Are Ideal For:

can think of...

materials in our Mini-Bins: tires,
chemicals, solvents, oils and
hazardous waste. If you are
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for
delivery and pick-up:

Monday to Saturday:
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a
friendly and professional service
by both our Service Reps and
Drivers.

5865

We accept Visa & Master Card
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hazardous waste. If you are
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for
delivery and pick-up:
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8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a
friendly and professional service
by both our Service Reps and
Drivers.

Students from Aurora’s “Art Club”accept their “People’s Choice” citation fromMayor Geoffrey Dawe at Council last Tuesday. The budding artists took top honours in the
“Art in the Park” competition which saw over 20 schools and community groups paint picnic tables which will decorate local parks through the summer. On either side
of the group are details of their winning table, entitled “Under the Sea.” Auroran photos by Diane Buchanan (centre) and BrockWeir

Young artists celebrate “under the sea”
By BrockWeir

It may be better where
it is wetter, according to
one famous Disney crus-
tacean, but land loving
Aurora artists rode the
Under the Sea theme to
victory last week in the
2012 Art in the Park com-
petition.
Aurora's "Art Club"

won top honours in the
competition, being award-
ed the "People's Choice
Award" in the competition
which saw the club face
off against over 20 com-
petitors from various

schools and community
groups decorating picnic
tables which will be
placed in select Town
parks this week.
Over 130 votes in total

were cast online and in
person at Town Hall.
"The vision was to

engage a range of youth
in an artistic way, provid-
ing benefits to the artists
and the neighbourhood by
painting picnic tables,"
said Nichole Campsall,
acting Youth and
Community Coordinator
for the Town of Aurora.
"In its second year, we

were thrilled to have the
participation of 20 youth
and community organiza-
tions and schools. With
the help of the Town's
Parks Supervisor, Sarah
Tiencamp, and Parks
Staff, five boards that
make up one picnic table
were sanded, primed, and
delivered to the various
groups. Each group care-
fully worked together to
come up with a theme and
then got busy with their
brushes, bringing it to
life."
Tables were finished

off by the Parks

Department with a spe-
cial varnish and were on
display outside of Town
Hall last week, and the
week previous. Now that
all participants received
their due at a special cere-
mony during last week's
Council meeting, the
tables will now be distrib-
uted throughout Ada
Johnson Park, Lambert
Willson Park, Fleury
Park, and Sheppard's
Bush.
Winners received a gift

card to Michael's Arts and
Crafts Store.
Other participants and

Kerry’s Place celebrates 25 years in Town
By BrockWeir

Kerry's Place has been a
lifeline for people affected
by Autism for nearly 40
years - now the Aurora-
based branch of the
Autism Services network
is marking its silver
anniversary.
It has been 25 years

since Kerry's Place Autism
Services took up residence
in their Berczy Street loca-
tion and this milestone
will be celebrated at their
Fifth Annual Kerry's Place
Autism Services
Appreciation Day this
Saturday at Town Park.
Billed as a day to

express appreciation for
staff, volunteers, and
clients of the wide-reach-
ing service, the event will
be part of a special event
day in conjunction with
the Aurora Farmers'
Market, Art in the Park,
and the Optimist Club of
Aurora.

Featuring not just a bar-
becue lunch, live enter-
tainment, games, and kids
activities, the event, which
runs from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
will also provide an oppor-
tunity to recognize volun-
teers who have given five,
10, 15, 20, 25, and 30 years of
their time to the organiza-
tion.
"This is a day that

Kerry's Place uses to
acknowledge and appreci-
ate all the support and gen-
erosity of our donors and
volunteers," said Kerry's
Place's Cheryl Boston. "It
is the opportunity to recog-
nize long-standing employ-
ees.
"Currently we have 271

registered people that will
be in attendance. That is a
mixture of a lot of our sup-
ported individuals who
reside in the Kerry's Place
residences, as well as sup-
ported families."
Nearly 110 staff mem-

bers will be recognized

their entries included the
Aurora Ducks Swim Club
with "Swim for the Gold",
ESC Renaissance with
"Fairy Tale", Foundations
Private School with "FPS
Grads 2012", Holy Spirit
Catholic School with
"Share our Spirit, Share
our Table", self titled
works from the Pots & Pins
Afterschool Program, the
Aurora Farmers' Market,
the Special Olympics
Ducks Swimmers, and
Katimavik, the Windfall
Ecology Centre with "Our
Happy Place" and nine
entries from Dr. G.W.

with certificates marking
five years of service. 17
will be saluted for a full
decade, three for 15 years,
three for 20, two for 25, and
two for 30 years.
Kerry's Place was

founded in 1974 in
Clarksburg, ON for local
families with autism and it
has since expanded to sup-
port over 6,000 people and
their families living with
what is described as "the
full spectrum of Autism."
Primarily focused in
southern Ontario with
branch locations in
Toronto, Hastings,
Dufferin, Durham, and
shared services between
the Regions of York and
Simcoe and the Regions of
Peel and Hamilton, they
provide community out-
reach and support for peo-
ple living at home.
In addition to face

painting, bouncy castles,
and, of course, the ongoing
events of the Aurora
Farmer's Market and
Artisan Fair, the Fifth
Annual Kerry's Place
Appreciation Day will get
underway at 9 a.m. with a
musical performance by
"ZiNGALO", featuring
Dave Renton, Jas Carvin,
Pat Scott, and Ted Hill.
Additional musical per-
formers include "Mad Dog
& Pup" (Paul Jones and
Steve Davey), Patty
McLaughlin, Up Juggling
(which will also provide
wandering juggling
demonstrations and les-
sons throughout Town
Park), and "The Other
Guy" (a.k.a. Pat Mete).
The Optimist Club of

Aurora will be hosting a
free barbeque for guests.
Staff and volunteers

will receive their recogni-

tion in a ceremony begin-
ning at approximately 1
p.m.
For more information

on this event, visit
www.kerrysplaceautismse
rvices.org or contact Ms.
Boston at 905-841-6611
x.328 or Cheryl.boston@
kerrysplace.org.

Williams Secondary
School: "Canadian
Tradition", "Candy Land",
"Creatures, Inc.", "Lunch
at the Park", "Mermaids
under the Sea", "Mural
Madness", "Rainy Day",
"Under the Sea", and
"Super Mario Spoof."

learn more about the proj-
ect and they continued 
their surveys at the Jazz 
Festival over the week-
end and plan more market 
days. He hopes with this 
outreach the project will 
capture the public’s imag-
ination as a sesquicenten-
nial project. 

“I think people think of  
this as just a tennis club 
and we’re looking at ten-
nis courts and that is not 
it at all,” Mr. MacKinnon 
told The Auroran. 

“It’s about reaching a 
broad base of  people with 
different interests and 
sports and cultural activi-
ties and heritage and of  
course we feel the sesqui-
centennial complements 
it perfectly because it is 
right in Fleury Park op-
posite our early pioneers 
and there are a lot of  tie 
ins. Of  course a larger 
venue structure would be 
ideal for the celebrations 
next year where you can 
bring people together and 
have lots of  showcases for 
different elements of  the 
Town, past, present, and 
future.”

On the Cultural front, 

the Aurora Community 
Band has made a move 
to be included in the fes-
tivities, and the peren-
nial question of  the future 
re-establishment of  the 
Aurora museum has also 
been suggested as an an-
niversary project. 

The idea was once again 
brought to the fore by her-
itage activist David Heard 
who made his pitch at a re-
cent Council meeting. 

 “For many decades, 
the citizens of  the Town 
of  Aurora invested their 
volunteer time and their 
money [and developers 
and companies too] for a 
museum at the Church 
Street School location,” 
said Mr. Heard. “We do 
not have a museum at the 
Church Street School loca-
tion. That building is the 
most appropriate building 
for a museum and it has 
been retrofitted with cli-
mate controlled rooms, it 
has a strong history, and 
is considered one of  the 
most glorious buildings in 
all of  Ontario.”

 “There was a plan for 
decades. I’m sure there 
is help in the community 

right now with our sesqui-
centennial to make sure 
that our museum is up and 
running in that beautiful 
building where it belongs 
and where it was intended 
to be for decades.”

Have your say – how 
would you like Aurora to 

mark its 150th anniver-
sary? Would you want a 
week-long celebration or 
prefer to keep the good 
times rolling scattered 
throughout 2013? Send 
your comments and sug-
gestions to brock@au-
roran.com.  

By Brock Weir

If  the headcount taken at 
Hillary House last month 
for Doors Open Aurora is 
any indication, the annual 
festival where many of  the 
Town’s buildings quite lit-
erally open their doors was 
a resounding success.

Although municipal 
bean counters are still 
crunching the final num-
bers, to determine the suc-
cess of  this year’s event, 
the final numbers for Hil-
lary House at the end of  
the day was 314 visitors, 
up from the low 200s of  last 
year. 

Whatever the final 
Town-wide numbers, how-
ever, there may be a key 
change in the program 
next year. Members of  the 
Town’s Heritage Advisory 
Committee (HAC) are con-
sidering whether Doors 
Open should move from its 
regular July date to earlier 
in the year. The sugges-
tion came from the Aurora 
Public Library and was 
received at the HAC’s July 
meeting. Marco Ramunno, 
Aurora’s Director of  Plan-
ning, told The Auroran last 
week that his department 
is looking into the matter.

“I have been directed to 
bring back some sugges-
tions in September,” said 
Mr. Ramunno. “The [sug-
gestion was] to open it up 
to more people. In July, a 
lot of  people might be away 
and aren’t in Town to at-

Doors Open may arrive early in 2013
HAC awaits new timetable

Continued from Page 8
Culture and Heritage projects proposed

tend these types of  events. 
Based on our discussions, 
a lot of  municipalities who 
do hold Doors Open events, 
the majority of  them seem 
to be held in the spring 
and a lot of  them in Sep-
tember.

“We’re one of  only two 
municipalities that hold it 
in July. On the other hand, 
it is good because you’re 
one of  the only munici-
palities holding it for that 
month and in September 
there are quite a number, 
but that seems to be work-
ing out for those munici-
palities.”

Alternative dates will be 
forthcoming to the com-
mittee for possible imple-
mentation in time for 2013.

In the meantime, Mr. 
Ramunno’s department is 
working away on the final 
numbers for 2012. Based 
on his own experience in 
visiting nearly all of  the 21 
sites and activities on the 
tour, he believes it was an-
other successful year. 

“It has all been positive 
feedback from what I have 
heard,” he said. “We had a 
few new sites this year like 
the Armoury, which was 
of  interest on the first year 
it was open.”

Indeed, as The Auroran 
fanned around Town to 
visit many of  the sites on 
the tour, there was great 
interest, especially from 
young people about the 
Aurora Armoury, particu-
larly among young people 

who wanted to take the G 
wagon outside for a quick 
spin around Town Park. 

Although that wasn’t 
going to happen anytime 
soon, their enthusiasm 
didn’t seem to diminish. 

“Just about every kid 
who comes in her wants 
to be a machine gunner 
because they get to sit up 
on in the G Wagon,” said 
Lieutenant Chris Wattie, 
who was fielding ques-
tions with Warrant Officer 
Duncan Nyberg. “[Nyberg] 
here is one of  our best re-
cruiters because he talks 
about the co-op program. 
We have a lot of  high 
school kids come through. 
The big draw is – and I have 
kids in high school – this 
is the only co-op program 
I know where the kids get 
paid. We have had a fair bit 
of  kids interested and we 
get to tell them what it is 
like to be in the army.”

Both Lt. Wattie and Of-
ficer Nyberg have both 
served with the Queen’s 
York Rangers in Afghani-
stan and were able to 
share their stories. Given 
that Doors Open has a pre-
dominant heritage compo-
nent, questions abounded 
about the history of  the 
Larmont Street building 
and its future, which is 
now up in the air consider-
ing the Regiment’s recent 
move to the former Aurora 
Hydro Building. The Old 
Armoury is still in the pos-
session of  the Department 

of  National Defence.
In addition to the Aurora 

Armoury, another partici-
pating building which is 
rarely open to the public 
was the Aurora Masonic 
Hall, located just a block to 
the west of  the drill shed. 
According to Kenneth A. 
Cromarty of  the Rising 
Sun #129 Lodge, not many 
people understand the con-
cept of  the Masons so this 
was an opportunity to ex-
plain what they do and the 
surroundings. According 
to Mr. Cromarty, the his-
tory of  the artefacts and 
murals around the build-
ing were focal points of  
people’s questions, as well 
as the heavy symbolism 
within its walls. 

“Masonry is an organi-
zation with secrets, but it 
is not necessarily a secret 
society,” he told The Au-

roran. “Our people wear 
symbols on their shirts 
and cars so it really isn’t 
hidden from view.

“I have run this for three 
years and [the] first year’s 
questions had more to do 
with conspiracy programs 
on TV. It was about the 
time of  the De Vinci Code 
so people had preconceived 
ideas about what masonry 
was when they walked 
through the door.

“I think the other thing 
people find with the con-
spiracy theories is we do 
not discuss politics or reli-
gion within a lodge. We’re 
all about promoting har-
mony amongst our mem-
bers and the community at 
large. The misconceptions 
have really gone away in 

the last few years. [A] group 
of  men meeting to promote 
high ideals amongst them-
selves and amongst others 
isn’t as dramatic as some-
thing that is concocted in a 
fictional story.”

Whether people were 
dashing around Aurora 
from north to south to east 
to west looking for the his-
tory in the armoury, the 
truth within the Masonic 
lodge, or even trying their 
hand at a special scavenger 
hunt at Hillary House, they 
certainly took participants 
up on their invitation to 
come through their doors. 
Getting an earlier or later 
start on the Around Au-
rora Dash next year, how-
ever, remains to be seen. 

The interior of Aurora’s Masonic Lodge, located at Wells Street and Mosley is rich 
with symbolism. Aurorans recently had a rare opportunity to peek inside the for-
mer church building during Doors Open Aurora.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Aug. 14 - Tues. - Fri. (4 Days)
Aug. 21 - Tues. - Fri. (4 Days)
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A & F Hair Elite

In the Aurora Shopping Centre

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3 • Tel: 905-727-6212 ~Since 1970~
Next to No Frills

Sandy has been with

27years!for

A

In

4800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N

f

g

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

Kid’s Bowling

Only $75 per child
Ages  5 - 12

 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Bowling Every Day

To Register call or visit Gateway Lanes
905 727-2900

$20 Deposit Required
Hosted by: The Gathering Place

210 Edward Street, Aurora
905 841-0172 – www.tgpoa.com

Also Swimming, Games, 
Sports, Music,
Drama, Puppets, 
Faith Lessons & Much More
Children – bring your own lunch

Aug  20  – 24   
day camp

th th

www.tholiver.com  905.727.4258
Service You Can Trust. Since1924

NOW ON!
Call for detailsSale 

 Air Conditioner 

Portraits shine a light on community “givers”
By Brock Weir

When the then-teenage
Dean Turner left his
cramped, but modestly
comfortable life with his
family in southern
Ontario for job opportuni-
ties out west, he followed
what he thought was a
promising path.

Fast forward to his
arrival in British
Columbia, the jobs he
expected were not there
and this aspiring musician
wound up on the street.
Such an unexpected expe-
rience gives a person a
unique perspective on the
plights of  others, and
might just be one of  the
reasons he has dedicated
his life to others.

Now a resident of
Aurora, Mr. Turner is one
of  the unsung community
heroes in York Region who
are getting their moment
in the spotlight in the exhi-
bition "Portraits of
Giving", a showcase featur-
ing the work of  York
Region photographer
Karen Merk. Through
Portraits of  Giving, Ms.
Merk seeks to shine this
light on people in our com-
munity who have invested
their time and efforts back
into it. 

Now in its third year,
this exhibition honours
seven outstanding individ-
uals whose philanthropic
work - even if  it is behind
the scenes - has benefited
many people around the
world and here at home.
Among those featured are
Aurora residents and busi-
ness leaders Frank
Stronach, Rita Theil of
JacKryn France, and Mr.
Turner.

"There is a moment in
everyone's life that is their
'Aha!' moment that trig-
gered them to say, 'I want to
do something,'" said Ms.
Merk of  her work which,
as well as through the sale
of  an exhibition book writ-
ten by Aurora author
Heather Ann Lambert,
benefits the Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

"For me, it was my
father-in-law who passed
away a few months before
the first exhibit three
years ago. He had a heart
attack and that was my
'Aha!' moment where I
wanted to do something

for the foundation."
Since that "Aha!"

moment, Ms. Merk has
taken the people she has
met through her work, as
well as her own charitable
endeavours, to pay tribute
to those she has seen give
back. 

"I thought it, 'wouldn't it
be great to shine a light on
these people who work so
hard to give back and to
make things happen?'
Then I invited Heather
Ann Lambert to write a
book about what inspired
them to give back. It's not
just the when and the
what. I find that 'why' is
the most fascinating thing
to discover about these
people. 

"If  you look at Frank
Stronach, he has done so
much over the years it was
just a privilege and an hon-
our for him to even agree
to be in it and he has done
the Hoedown, he has
helped Hurricane Katrina
survivors, and he has done
a tonne of  giving back that
all of  York region has ben-
efited from."

Mr. Turner, however,
might be an exception to
Ms. Merk's rule that every-
one has their, 'Aha!'
moment. Giving back, he
said was something that
had been instilled in him
by his parents from an
early age and it has been
something that has carried
with him through much of
his life. 

"My mom and my dad
are just great, down-to-
earth people and it is just
the right thing to do - you

help other people," he said.
From living on the

streets of  Vancouver, Mr.
Turner said he found his
lifeline through the mili-
tary. He found himself  at a
Canadian Forces recruit-
ing centre which led him
on a 22 year journey with
the armed forces which
included time with the
Royal Canadian Regiment,
the Canadian Airborne
Regiment, and a stint with
the United Nations. 

After leaving the mili-
tary, Mr. Turner worked
with the Red Cross before
founding F.A.S.T. Rescue
(First Aid Safety
Training), a for-profit com-
pany which focuses on, as
the name suggests, train-
ing companies and devel-
oping company safety poli-
cies. It is through this
work he has become a tire-
less supporter and volun-
teer with the Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

"I was sitting on these
committees with lawyers
and people who were part
of  the York Region Food
Network, homeless initia-
tives, and people from all
facets of  life putting their
minds together to help and
I thought it was just won-

derful we're all focusing on
helping people. 

"[My work was] an easy
fit. I would go to the meet-
ings and learn, so at first I
wasn't saying too much,
but learning how to get
along and help out. With
Heart and Stroke I do a lot
of  volunteer work with
them. It is my position as
an educator teaching peo-
ple about defibrillators to
sort of  relieve the fears it
is going to hurt you and
the importance of  having
that in the community. I
took that as a good fit to
advocate what the Heart
and Stroke does as well as
save lives. If  you're doing
an event and need some-
one to talk, ask me and I
am there.

"Giving back is proba-
bly one of  the most
rewarding things you can
do. It's important and we
all should do it. Many peo-
ple find it is easier to give
their money than their
time but I think that a little
bit of  time, if  everyone
was to do that, the world
would be a better place."

Portraits of  Giving
runs at the Aurora
Cultural Centre through
August 31.

 

Masonary  Ι  Brick Repair  
Interlock Concrete Driveway

Stairs  Ι  Patios 
All Sealing

Waterproofing

416-571-7510 
primetimerob@live.ca 

EXTERIOR 

PRIME TIME 
 

This year’s Portraits of Giving exhibition, which is 
currently on display at the Aurora Cultural Centre is a
team effort between Karen Merk (left) and Heather
Ann Lambert (right). The exhibition is the brainchild of
Ms. Merk, an acclaimed portrait photographer with
Merk Photography, who wanted to highlight the con-
tributions of philanthropists she has met in her travels.
Ms. Lambert of the Writers’ Community of York Region
tells their stories in the accompanying exhibition
book.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Letters to the editor

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

• Commercial/Business Law 
• Corporate Law 

• Real Estate 

PETER E. REISS B.A., LL.B. 

Tel: 905 727 2500   Email: law@p-reiss.com

Results–Focused Service

Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.

ASK US 
ABOUT THE HST

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store
www.thelightspot.ca

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS   
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July 28, Aug. 11, 18 & 25 
(4 Saturdays)

Aug. 14 - Tues. Fri. (4 Days)

905-726-4132

Sending  your teen to us
for 4 days this summer

could save their life.

Last week, I discovered
more of  those elusive sen-
iors. A handful were play-
ing chess, a bunch were car-
pet bowling, and a sizeable
number of  die-hards were
playing bingo. And, if  my
ears didn't deceive me,
some were playing Pickle
Ball in the gym.

On Tuesday, more of  our
regular players showed up
for Scrabble. Then on
Friday when we usually
play Rummi-Kub, an infre-
quent player who seems
more interested in playing
a version of  Canasta
showed up. He joins us now
and then as the urge
strikes, I guess, or he pops
in and out to see what's hap-
pening. 

Last week he brought in
a new game for us to try.

I'm all for trying some-
thing new, so I was pleased.
The game is called
Aggravation for good rea-
son. If  you are easily frus-
trated, you probably won't
like playing this game for
very long. The rules are
simple, but it took us over
an hour to play one game
with five people.

The general idea of  the
game is to move your four
marbles around the board,
taking shortcuts whenever
possible, and getting them
into your home strip.

Sounds easy, but the
frustrating part is that if
someone lands on the spot
where you're sitting, you
get knocked back to the
start. When I was within
about 20 spots of  winning
the game, my heart began
to race. "Am I actually
going to win?" I thought.
"No one is near me, except
for 'him'," the one who
brought the game.

With each throw of  the
dice, I felt the tension rise.
"Five more spots and I'm
home free! But then there
'he' is, racing up behind me.
I refuse to let him knock me
back yet again. I have to roll
a five and no more. What
are the chances?"

It was his turn, and he
sat about 10 spots behind
me. Two moves and he
could knock me off  the win.

You will appreciate my
fears when I tell you that he
frequently threw sixes. Six
or one gets you started. Six

gets you an
extra turn.
At one
point, he
t h r e w
three sixes
in a row
and was
speeding
around the
board with
e a s e ,
knocking
people off
in the
process.

Despite the tension and
his ability to catch up
quickly, I won. "Whew!"
We'd had enough, so he and
I proceeded to play three
rounds of  Rummi-Kub. I've
seen his keen abilities in
this game, so when I won
the first round, I was sur-
prised. I proceeded to win
the next two games.

While I headed for the
exit, he and his game of
Aggravation joined his card
playing friends. I wonder
how he feels about getting
beat four games in a row?

Knotty Knitters 
welcome you

This group is currently

working on
plans for the
upcoming
A u r o r a
S e n i o r
F a r m e r s '
Market Day
on August
11. If  you're
interested
in partici-
pating, you
can drop
into the
craft room

any Monday at 9 a.m. or ask
for Rozlin at the reception
desk.

Walking Club outings
Next up is the August 1

walk through Sheppard's
Bush/Oak Ridges Trail,
south to Vandorf  Road.
This is a great walk because
most of  it takes you
through deep forests that
run behind a subdivision
off  Vandorf. It's generally
cool and quiet. Half  way,
there is a comfortable park
bench where you can rest.

More Winners
The York Region 55+

Summer Games has pro-
duced two more winners
from the seniors' group.




Sylvia Dickens

If you're patient and look hard enough you'll find them
Lorna Nadeau and Bill
Summers achieved gold in
carpet bowling.

Cooling Centre 
and a Movie

Don't forget that the
Aurora Seniors' Centre is a
designated cooling centre. If
the heat is getting too much
for you, or you'd just like a
reprieve from it, you can
drop in anytime between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to
Friday. 

On Tuesdays, you can
stay later to enjoy the movie
at 6.30 p.m. These are quality
movies. On July 24, it's
"Being Flynn" starring
Robert DiNero, Paul Dano
and Julianne Moore.

On July 31, they're run-
ning "The Three Stooges"
starring Sean Hayes, Chris
Diamantopoulos and Will
Sasso.

Members pay $1.50, non-
members pay $2.00, which
includes the movie, refresh-
ments and popcorn. What's
a movie without popcorn?

Check Your 
Smoke Alarms

Over the summer,
Central York Fire Services
runs its Smoke Alarm and
Carbon Monoxide
Campaign across
Newmarket and Aurora.
This is your chance to have a
smoke alarm installed or to
replace an old one at no cost.
As well, you can have your
carbon monoxide alarm
checked. 

To have your smoke
alarms and their batteries
checked, call 905-895-9222 to
book an appointment. Or
you can add your name to a
sign up sheet located on the
seniors' center's bulletin
board.

For more information on
the Aurora Seniors' Centre
and all it has to offer, drop by
90 John West Way, visit the
web site www.aurorase-
niors.ca, email aurorase-
niors@rogers.com or call 905-
726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4
p.m. Monday to Friday.

can and cannot be utilized
for.

I believe the next step
would be to seek the input
from the Community at
large. A standard form for
their suggestions would
include the awareness and
education component of  the
Hydro fund.

By doing this, we can
manage expectations.

Once the residents have
had an opportunity for
input, it is imperative that an

Ad Hoc Committee be
formed to process the infor-
mation gathered. The Ad
Hoc Committee would be
comprised of  residents only,
at arms length, free from any
political involvement. The
Ad Hoc Committee would
then prepare the potential
options for Council to 
consider.

After all, this is your
money.

Councillor John Abel
Aurora

From page 4

Committee needed: Abel

Chamber celebrates "Jewels of Aurora" 
We read and hear so much

bad news about the state of
the economy and the prob-
lems of  business, particular-
ly small business these days,
that we wanted to share some
really good news.   

The Aurora Chamber of
Commerce has recently com-
pleted the nomination and
judging process for the
Business Achievement
Awards and the winners will
be announced at the awards
dinner on October 4th. 

The theme this year is
"Celebrating the Jewels of
Aurora", and the Judging
Committee wanted to share
with your readers how
impressed and excited we

were with the quality busi-
nesses and passionate busi-
ness people in Aurora we had
the good fortune to meet:
they were really jewels.

We can honestly say that
every one of  the nominees
was a worthy candidate, so it
made the final decisions
extremely difficult.

Without commenting on
any specific nominee, we
were amazed at the passion,
commitment, and personal
integrity of  everyone we met.
There were definitely some
key themes that emerged
which might be instructive
reminders to other business
people.  Everyone we met
went right over the top when

it came to memorable cus-
tomer service. 

We heard story after story
of  people going out of  their
way to meet customers'
needs, often when those
needs had nothing to do with
the business at hand and
were not likely to increase
sales.  The people we met
were also very resilient.
Some had been in business
for many years, and they had
weathered all sorts of
changes and challenges.
Often, it meant changing
their business model or
approach, but they were very
strategic in the changes they
made. 

That said, they were also
risk takers. Many had put
their own homes at risk to
launch or expand their busi-
ness, and they did so with the
unwavering faith that they
would and could make it
work. They managed to do
that while maintaining a

healthy work-life balance
and providing incredible
support to their employees.
Finally, they were really com-
mitted to the community. 

On behalf  of  the Judging
Committee I would like to say
how much we enjoyed the
process of  getting to know
our business people and their
businesses better. 

It is a real privilege to live
and work in a town that
attracts and retains such a
high caliber of  business peo-
ple and the energy their busi-
nesses bring to our commu-
nity. We want to encourage
everyone to come out to the
event on October 4th and,
when the winners are
announced in The Auroran,
to make sure we support our
local businesses and 
organizations.

Peter Dickens
Business Achievement Awards
Committee
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walrickdisposal.ca

Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Call 1-877-782-5865 and speak to one of 
our Service Reps to arrange a day and time for 
delivery.

2. On the day of service one of our Drivers will 
come and deliver the Mini-Bin.

3. Once you have filled the Mini-Bin, call and 
our Driver will come back to pick it up and 
take it away.

It’s That Simple!
For pricing in your area please call

1.877.782.JUNK

Mini-Bin Services 
Are Ideal For:

can think of...

materials in our Mini-Bins: tires, 
chemicals, solvents, oils and 
hazardous waste. If you are 
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for 
delivery and pick-up:

Monday to Saturday:
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a 
friendly and professional service 
by both our Service Reps and 
Drivers.

5865

We accept Visa & Master Card
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COUNTRY LIVING MINUTES FROM THE CITY 

Virtual Tour - http://tours.360housetours.com/public/vtour/display/60422?a=1

Call Karin Rossi 
for a viewing 
(416) 518-0648 or 
(705) 424-7748
KarinRossi@look.ca

Incentive 
Realty Inc., 
Brokerage 

Independently Owned & Operated

$769,000

Custom built 2 story architecturally designed home, centrally located, 10 minutes from Barrie and Hwy 400, 40
minutes north of Toronto. Minutes from schools, shopping, dining and entertainment. This exquisite Essa town-
ship home on 6.9 acres, boasts the lowest taxes in the region. Amenities include: 5500 square feet of finished
living space, open concept, with full finished basement, oversized vinyl clad windows, maple hardwood floors,
silent flooring system, travertine tile, central air, central vac, ultra violet disinfection water softener system, cus-
tom kitchen with island, breakfast bar and granite throughout. Additional features: 4+2 bedrooms, 4 full bath-
rooms, hot tub, 4 ft deep salt water sport pool, huge wrap around deck, in ground sprinkler system, pet contain-
ment invisible fence, oversized triple car garage, balcony off master bedroom, master ensuite laundry chute,
double sided fireplace, cathedral ceilings, sunken family room, oversized mudroom, main floor laundry, main
floor office, stereo sound throughout home, outdoor flagstone fire pit, separate entrance to base-
ment, ample storage and a view from every window of wildlife in your back yard.

All this for only:
$769,000

Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.

ASK US 
ABOUT THE HST

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

 

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Providerpertaining to colour.

"If  we go with this, is it
true to say that when we go
out to tender, depending on
which manufacturer we go
with, there is a good proba-
bility we will get different
colours of  green?" asked
Councillor John Gallo. "Is
that a fair statement?"

The short answer from
Mr. Simanovskis was yes.

"I don't know how
noticeable those differ-
ences will be," he said.
"They do change the
colours from manufacturer
to manufacturer so they
would be different, but I
don't know if  you would be
able to notice it. [In our sur-
vey] General Motors identi-
fied a charge of  $200 for
vans and passenger vehi-
cles based on a green
colour and that was due to
the way they manufactured
their lots, so it would be to
factor them into produc-
tion, whereas Ford didn't
have a charge. 

"We have a [Ford] out to
tender, so in the current
proposal they will not have
additional charges so it
depends on the manufac-
turer"

Three new green trucks

will soon be noticeable in
the Town's fleet in a deal
which is likely to be ten-
dered at next month's
Council meeting.

"The preferred vendor
was contacted to deter-
mine any impacts to the
cost or delivery of  chang-
ing from white to green
and verified that there
would be no impact based
on this change," said Mr.
Simanovskis in his report.

This was, said
Councillor Buck, in line
with her own research.

"With the three suppli-
ers I contacted, there was
no impact for anything,"
she said. "The green that
we're talking about is a
generic green. If  you ask
for a fancy green, you'll
likely add an additional
cost. We're not asking for a
fancy green. We're asking
for a commercial green

which was the traditional
colour of  parks vehicles
ever since we had a parks
department."

From page 9

First green trucks expected soon

Local real estate agent Farid Ameryoun got more than he bargained for when he
picked up the hat, shown above, at a antiques store in Virginia this summer.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

There must have been some magic 
in the old felt hat he found

By Brock Weir

Some might go home
disappointed if  your
eagerly anticipated flight
to Las Vegas got cancelled
due to plane trouble -
especially if  you were
hoping to strike it rich at
the poker tables.

This may have been
going through the mind
of  Aurora real estate
agent Farid Ameryoun,
when after waiting for a
continually delayed flight
to Sin City to cash in his
Aeroplan miles, he got
frustrated and decided to
go to Washington D.C.
instead.

Little did he realise it
was the first time Lady
Luck was on his side. As
soon as he changed his
destination, his original
flight was cancelled but
he was on his way.

Mr. Ameryoun is a rep-
resentative for York
National Realty, which is
now housed in the his-
toric Hartman's Corners
School House on
Wellington Street near
Berczy, which was
painstakingly restored by
his brother Farsheed. 

While he wanted to do
a bit of  gabling, given his
love of  history and his-
toric curios, a weekend of
site seeing and souvenir
hunting in the
Washington area seemed
the next best thing - and
he would be able to work
in a last-minute Iron
Maiden concert to boot! 

"I got on the smallest
plane you can imagine, it
was like a bus with
wings," Mr. Ameryoun
said of  his trip. "I came
out [on  the other side]
and there was a huge elec-
trical storm and there

was no power in Virginia.
Before I came back to
Canada on Sunday, I
decided I was going to go
shopping for antiques."

There was really noth-
ing else to do, he said,
aside from a quick visit to
a shooting range, which
was populated by grand-
mothers packing heat,
and taking a few scenic
snaps, so it was off  to his-
toric Leesburg, Virginia,
to take in the antiques
scene. There, he hap-
pened upon a large
Victorian house and here
is where Lady Luck
rejoined the trip. 

"This Victorian house
was filled," he said. "You
could not walk around
without knocking some-
thing over and it was
filled with every odd item
you can imagine. I went
from room to room and
towards the end I saw this
hat sitting on box. It was
an interesting looking
hat. I picked it up and it
was in very good condi-
tion, but tried it on and it
didn't quite fit."

As he was about to
walk away from the eye-
catching vintage head-
wear, a young woman
approached him in the
store and insisted he buy
the hat, so he produced
$30 for both the hat and
the box and headed to the
airport.

"There's something
amongst all these thou-
sands of  items that I was
just drawn to the hat to
begin with," he said. "I
like anything antique, but
especially a gentleman's
hat from that time period.
I have similar hat of
orange leather and it was
one of  the few items
[along with my wife's

wedding band and
Japanese dolls] that I sal-
vaged from my house that
burned down four years
ago."

This hat, however,
might now take pride of
place in this collection,
because with his $30 pur-
chase, Mr. Ameryoun got
farmore than he bar-
gained for. 

Upon arriving at the
airport with his luggage
and his latest purchases
in tow, he discovered that
the hatbox would not fit
into his suitcase. He went
to throw the box into the
trash, but true to airport
convenience, it wouldn't
fit into the bin either. The
only option was to rip the
box apart. As he began to
tear it apart, he was quick
to discover there was
more to the box than
meets the eye - a packet
from the Bank of
Shreveport.

"Right away when I
started to pick up the
envelope, something told
me there were valuables
in there," he said. "The
paper clip looks like it
hasn't been touched in
quite a while."

What was inside was
$1,300 worth of  $100 bills
dated from the early 1930s
to the mid 1960s, all in an
unmarked envelope from
the now-defunct financial
institution. 

"When I was sitting
down waiting for my
flight, I was trying to look
at the envelope and read
all the details and the
locations and just trying
to imagine where this
money might have come
from," he said. "I assumed
it came from a man
because it was a gentle-
man's hat. He may have

been taking his life sav-
ings and putting it a hat
box. He certainly didn't
tell anyone and my
assumption is when he
passed away, his next of
kin or his children sold all
his items. The interesting
thing is the hat and the
box stayed together and
they sat on the shelf. It
was just waiting for me to
come and pick it up.

"At the airport, I was in
a rush and I really had to
catch the flight. I thought
I might be late for my
flight, so I really wish I
had kept the box. I really
regret throwing that box
out. The other thing that
went through my mind
was a few minutes earlier
I was going to toss the box
in the trash with all this
money sitting in there and
that would have been the
end of  the story. 

"As soon as I looked at
the envelope before open-
ing it my heart skipped a
beat. I knew there was
something interesting
about this. As soon as I
saw the money, I thought
these things only happen

in the movies. "
Mr. Ameryoun is cur-

rently content to be the
latest custodian of  this
hat and its previous
owner's money. With
some of  the bills now
worth more than face
value, he said he is
unlikely to cash or sell
the rest, but one person
who is a bit richer out of
the deal was the woman
in the antiques store who
talked him into buying

the ill-fitting hat. She was
wired $300 out of  the
windfall. 

Although he concedes
it is probably a lost cause,
he would like to find out
more about its owner and
its journey from
Shreveport to Leesburg
and now to Aurora. The
first port of  call is the
millinery company,
Dobbs, which still thrives
in its New York City loca-
tion on Fifth Avenue. 
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A & F Hair Elite

In the Aurora Shopping Centre

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3 • Tel: 905-727-6212 ~Since 1970~
Next to No Frills

Sandy has been with

27years!for

A

In

4800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N
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Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

Kid’s Bowling

Only $75 per child
Ages  5 - 12

 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Bowling Every Day

To Register call or visit Gateway Lanes
905 727-2900

$20 Deposit Required
Hosted by: The Gathering Place

210 Edward Street, Aurora
905 841-0172 – www.tgpoa.com

Also Swimming, Games, 
Sports, Music,
Drama, Puppets, 
Faith Lessons & Much More
Children – bring your own lunch

Aug  20  – 24   
day camp

th th

www.tholiver.com  905.727.4258
Service You Can Trust. Since1924

NOW ON!
Call for detailsSale 

 Air Conditioner 

Portraits shine a light on community “givers”
By Brock Weir

When the then-teenage
Dean Turner left his
cramped, but modestly
comfortable life with his
family in southern
Ontario for job opportuni-
ties out west, he followed
what he thought was a
promising path.

Fast forward to his
arrival in British
Columbia, the jobs he
expected were not there
and this aspiring musician
wound up on the street.
Such an unexpected expe-
rience gives a person a
unique perspective on the
plights of  others, and
might just be one of  the
reasons he has dedicated
his life to others.

Now a resident of
Aurora, Mr. Turner is one
of  the unsung community
heroes in York Region who
are getting their moment
in the spotlight in the exhi-
bition "Portraits of
Giving", a showcase featur-
ing the work of  York
Region photographer
Karen Merk. Through
Portraits of  Giving, Ms.
Merk seeks to shine this
light on people in our com-
munity who have invested
their time and efforts back
into it. 

Now in its third year,
this exhibition honours
seven outstanding individ-
uals whose philanthropic
work - even if  it is behind
the scenes - has benefited
many people around the
world and here at home.
Among those featured are
Aurora residents and busi-
ness leaders Frank
Stronach, Rita Theil of
JacKryn France, and Mr.
Turner.

"There is a moment in
everyone's life that is their
'Aha!' moment that trig-
gered them to say, 'I want to
do something,'" said Ms.
Merk of  her work which,
as well as through the sale
of  an exhibition book writ-
ten by Aurora author
Heather Ann Lambert,
benefits the Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

"For me, it was my
father-in-law who passed
away a few months before
the first exhibit three
years ago. He had a heart
attack and that was my
'Aha!' moment where I
wanted to do something

for the foundation."
Since that "Aha!"

moment, Ms. Merk has
taken the people she has
met through her work, as
well as her own charitable
endeavours, to pay tribute
to those she has seen give
back. 

"I thought it, 'wouldn't it
be great to shine a light on
these people who work so
hard to give back and to
make things happen?'
Then I invited Heather
Ann Lambert to write a
book about what inspired
them to give back. It's not
just the when and the
what. I find that 'why' is
the most fascinating thing
to discover about these
people. 

"If  you look at Frank
Stronach, he has done so
much over the years it was
just a privilege and an hon-
our for him to even agree
to be in it and he has done
the Hoedown, he has
helped Hurricane Katrina
survivors, and he has done
a tonne of  giving back that
all of  York region has ben-
efited from."

Mr. Turner, however,
might be an exception to
Ms. Merk's rule that every-
one has their, 'Aha!'
moment. Giving back, he
said was something that
had been instilled in him
by his parents from an
early age and it has been
something that has carried
with him through much of
his life. 

"My mom and my dad
are just great, down-to-
earth people and it is just
the right thing to do - you

help other people," he said.
From living on the

streets of  Vancouver, Mr.
Turner said he found his
lifeline through the mili-
tary. He found himself  at a
Canadian Forces recruit-
ing centre which led him
on a 22 year journey with
the armed forces which
included time with the
Royal Canadian Regiment,
the Canadian Airborne
Regiment, and a stint with
the United Nations. 

After leaving the mili-
tary, Mr. Turner worked
with the Red Cross before
founding F.A.S.T. Rescue
(First Aid Safety
Training), a for-profit com-
pany which focuses on, as
the name suggests, train-
ing companies and devel-
oping company safety poli-
cies. It is through this
work he has become a tire-
less supporter and volun-
teer with the Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

"I was sitting on these
committees with lawyers
and people who were part
of  the York Region Food
Network, homeless initia-
tives, and people from all
facets of  life putting their
minds together to help and
I thought it was just won-

derful we're all focusing on
helping people. 

"[My work was] an easy
fit. I would go to the meet-
ings and learn, so at first I
wasn't saying too much,
but learning how to get
along and help out. With
Heart and Stroke I do a lot
of  volunteer work with
them. It is my position as
an educator teaching peo-
ple about defibrillators to
sort of  relieve the fears it
is going to hurt you and
the importance of  having
that in the community. I
took that as a good fit to
advocate what the Heart
and Stroke does as well as
save lives. If  you're doing
an event and need some-
one to talk, ask me and I
am there.

"Giving back is proba-
bly one of  the most
rewarding things you can
do. It's important and we
all should do it. Many peo-
ple find it is easier to give
their money than their
time but I think that a little
bit of  time, if  everyone
was to do that, the world
would be a better place."

Portraits of  Giving
runs at the Aurora
Cultural Centre through
August 31.
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This year’s Portraits of Giving exhibition, which is 
currently on display at the Aurora Cultural Centre is a
team effort between Karen Merk (left) and Heather
Ann Lambert (right). The exhibition is the brainchild of
Ms. Merk, an acclaimed portrait photographer with
Merk Photography, who wanted to highlight the con-
tributions of philanthropists she has met in her travels.
Ms. Lambert of the Writers’ Community of York Region
tells their stories in the accompanying exhibition
book.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Sorbara was elected Lib-
eral party president in 1999 
and became MPP in a 2001 
by-election for Vaughan-
King-Aurora. He became 
the first finance minister 
in Dalton McGuinty’s Lib-
eral government.

York-Simcoe MPP Julia 
Munro said Sorbara pro-
vided leadership in the 
community for a long time 
and he should take great 
satisfaction in that.

However, she questioned 
the timing and subsequent 
costly by-election. She 
wonders why he couldn’t 
finish his term.

She pointed to many 
unresolved issues at the 
provincial government, 
including the slots at race-
tracks program, spending 
on full day learning and 
scandals like ORNGE.

“It remains to be seen 
how the voters will look at 
scandals and mismanage-
ment of  funds by the gov-
ernment,” she said.

As far as a Conserva-
tive candidate for the rid-
ing, Munro said they will 
welcome someone who’s 
available and has a seri-
ous interest and dedica-

tion to the constituents.
The results of  the two by-

elections could potentially 
change the dynamics and 
political landscape. The 
balance of  the Legislature 
is in the offing. Munro 
stressed that in elections, 
“every vote counts” and it 
couldn’t be more true in 
this case.

Sorbara definitely left 
his mark on the province, 
according to Frank Klees, 
MPP for Newmarket-
Aurora. It’s not easy, he 
admitted, to dedicate that 
many years of  service, 
at the expense of  family 
time.

That being said, he 
questions the timing, not-
ing there didn’t seem to be 
any pressing issues that 
warranted his immediate 
departure. The cost of  a 
by-election “can’t really be 
justified” and Klees said 
he hopes the Liberal gov-
ernment will reimburse 
the taxpayers for “the cost 
of  Sorbara’s resignation.”

We’ll have to see how it 
all plays out but Klees said 
he believes the electorate 
wants responsible fiscal 
policies and “we haven’t 

seen any.” 
The Liberals, he 

charged, are continu-
ing their “tax and spend 
ways” and noted that Sor-
bara, in his role as finance 
minister and key Liberal 
party policy maker, played 
a role in that. 

Sorbara, he said, leaves 
behind a legacy of  a $16 
billion deficit; 300,000 lost 
manufacturing jobs and 
high unemployment.

“An awakening is com-
ing,” Klees said. 

He’s been an outspo-
ken opponent of  the gov-
ernment’s handling of  
the ORNGE scandal and 
he noted with each day, 
there’s more and more 
evidence all levels of  gov-
ernment knew about the 
group’s spending and 
“they continue to deny 
it.”

Taxpayers expect a gov-
ernment to show leader-
ship; be responsible and 
accountable. The Liberals, 
he claimed “continue to 
cover things up by throw-
ing taxpayers’ own money 
at them.”

“It’s going to take a lot 
more than Sorbara (as 

MPP served Aurora for six years before boundary change
Continued from Page 1

Callow’s medal makes life just a little 
bit sweeter

By Brock Weir

Robert Callow has been dedicated to a wide variety of  businesses over the years – 
ranging from gas and propane companies to cakes and desserts – but just got a little 
bit sweeter for the Aurora entrepreneur.

Mr. Callow was recently awarded the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee medal by MPP 
Frank Klees, one of  five Aurora residents nominated for the award by Newmarket-
Aurora’s provincial representative. Mr. Klees presented his award to Mr. Callow and 
his fellow nominees at an investiture ceremony at Queen’s Park last month. There, 
he paid tribute to Mr. Callow’s contributions not just to the business life of  the na-
tion, but also his work in the community.

“Bob, as he’s known in the community, is a successful entrepreneur, community 
volunteer, and philanthropist,” said Mr. Klees. “He is dedicated to making his com-
munity and country a better place.

“During his nine year term of  service on the York Region Police Services Board, 
Bob earned the reputation as a citizen advocate and as a strong voice for community 
safety. Bob has served in a leadership role on many community boards and organiza-
tions and has made a significant contribution to Canada as an activist in the politi-
cal process. Bob is an untiring volunteer, a builder of  communities, and loves our 
great country and demonstrates that through his daily life.”

Mr. Callow’s life and work has taken him everywhere from Alberta to the Arctic 
and across Canada. He has been drafted in to run some large companies and has 
started his own, including the Budget Propane Corporation, and other companies 
which deal with municipal gas.

“I have built many companies, created jobs, and it is a pretty awesome responsibil-
ity when people are dependent on you for their family and their family’s future,” he 
said. “You have to be making the right decisions not only based on yourself, with you 
the shareholder, but you also make it because of  the people that are there, and the 
people that make it happen day after day.”

When he received word in the spring that he was to be presented the Queen’s Dia-
mond Jubilee medal, he said he was shocked by the unexpected honour. One does 
things, he said, because one wants to do it and because it is the right thing to do, so 
when something such as this comes along it is “out of  the blue.” 

“It’s a great honour and a great privilege,” he told The Auroran after his investi-
ture. “I am honoured to see other people around who were also appointed with me. 
When you see the calibre of  people there it really makes you feel good, but you know 
what? Each and every one of  them does their job. They do things that they do, not 
because of  any of  this, but because it is the right thing to do.

“It’s nice, and it is a wonderful thing to have happen, and I feel very honoured. The 
Queen has served for so many years and I am glad she has, and I am glad she has 
made this award. I am glad so many good Canadians are being recognized for their 
achievements – people like Ernie [Crossland], Mike [Springford] and Rose[Boyko] 
and so on. When you look at their accomplishments, it is a very nice group of  people 
to be associated with.”

Much of  Mr. Callow’s time these days is spent working in the dessert business, 
a world away from propane and gas works, which are now overseen by his son in 
Gravenhurst. The company is Wow Factor Desserts, a business based in Alberta 
which now has branches in Ontario and British Columbia. 

“All of  this started from a blank sheet of  paper,” said Mr. Callow. “We had nothing 
to start with. I have been very fortunate in life. You only have to look around to see 
those who are not as fortunate in life, so I look at that and feel compelled to do some 
things.”

One of  Mr. Callow’s many endeavours closer to home is the annual Aurora Prayer 
Breakfast, which began life around three years ago. While he said he hopes the event 
has some impact, it is part of  a larger worldview. It’s your responsibility, he said, 

to make things better and 
consider what is going to 
be left behind for future 
generations.

“We are leaving these 
people with a lot of  debt, 
so we all have to work to-
gether to make things hap-
pen and I think it makes 
a better society if  we do. 
Most young people and 
their children, and their 
children’s children, that’s 
what we’re looking for and 
that’s what drives me. In 
my lifetime, I remember 
seeing my first television. 
I remember seeing a man 
walking on the moon and 
all of  these things. Think 
about what the next gen-
eration is going to be and 

Aurora resident Robert (Bob) Callow was recently awarded the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Medal at Queen’s Park by Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees. Mr. Callow 
was nominated by this riding’s provincial representative for his contributions to the 
country’s business life as well as his local volunteer work.

Photo by David Falconer

what’s going to happen. 
It’s very exciting, but we 
have to be good stewards 
and we have to be giving 

back. 
“If  you’re fortunate 

enough to be able to give 
back, you should.”

campaign chair) to save 
the Liberal party,” said 
Klees.
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level to discourage even
entertaining the idea of
including those structures
during the re-construction of
Leslie Street and St John's
Sideroad.

The underpasses are key
to making traffic-free, safe
commuter traffic possible.
They are key to getting

Aurorans from one side of
those widened four lane
Regional roads to the other,
on foot or on bicycle, in green,
off-road corridoprs.

The Region of  York's cost
estimates are deceptive. The
estimates are designed to
dupe Aurorans. 

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora
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Carrier of the Month

Market, making pitches to
potential customers at her
family's booth, Captain
Ted's Knick-Knack-a-Tory,
where she makes wooden
puzzles, bird houses, and
even aprons and doggie
bandanas.

"I love it there," she
says.

Although after Grade 8
there seems to be some
debate within her family
on where she will attend
high school - Dr. G.W.
Williams and Aurora
High School are currently
neck and neck - her post-
secondary goals are clear.

"I want to become a
human body scientist,"
says Kalea. "I want every-
one to live forever and I
can't imagine anyone in
my family getting sick
and stuff. If  I can cure it,
It would be nice not to
have any worries or any-
thing. It is not a job I want
to do, but more like a

chore that has to get
done!"

To fulfil this chore, of
course, she will need to
have money and deliver-
ing The Auroran to your
door is just one of  the
many ways she plans on
saving money - and deliv-
ering The Auroran doesn't
just increase her cash
flow. Kalea says there is
an added bonus.

"It's fun and it is just
going for a walk around
the block," she says,
encouraging other people
to sign up. "By the time
you do it, it is worth it
because you walk around
the block anyway. Why
not grab some papers and
go out and get fresh air?"

Kalea's routes include
Baywell Crescent, Stiles
Avenue, Bridgenorth
Drive, Dovercourt Lane,
Watkins Glen Crescent,
Earl Stewart Drive, and
Hollandview Trail.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,
Kalea!

From page 12

From page 6

Curb Appeal
S e v e r a l

times a
week my
h u s b a n d
and I try to
get out for a
long walk in
our neigh-
bourhood to
spend some
time togeth-
er and give
both our-
selves and
our dog
some much
needed exercise.

Initially the conversa-
tion during our walks
focuses on the kids, the
house and what we’re
planning for the weeks
ahead.  After a good purge
of  all that is on our minds,
we begin to take stock of
what’s going on around us
and enjoy the sights and
sounds of  our community.  

Inevitably, the discus-
sion turns to our respec-
tive businesses and our
attention turns to the
houses and properties
that line our local streets.  

We live in a beautiful
neighbourhood filled with
home owners who take
great care of  houses
framed by lush multi-
coloured gardens, a
canopy of  mature trees
and well-manicured
lawns.  Gathering inspira-
tion from the creativity of
those around me, I find
myself  observing the
choices people make for
the exteriors of  their
homes.  Doing what I do
for a living, it’s difficult
not to consider how others
dress their homes and as
with interiors spaces, it
seems that homeowners
frequently struggle with
exterior colour selection.  

For many, colour is a
baffling concept simply
because there seems to be
an endless number of
choices available.  Used
properly, colour can be tai-
lored to blend with the
other finishes of  your
home resulting in a subtle
and homogenous colour
scheme while highlight-
ing and setting off  the
enduring elements you
might want to make the
most of.

Given the number of
paint colours options, how
do you create a colour
scheme that will make the
most of  the face your
home?  Well, since many
aren’t willing to change
the largest and most per-
manent element of  the
house, the brick or stone
finish provides an easy
and natural jumping off
point for any colour
palette.  

I am a firm believer
that one should highlight
the major features of  your
home and not be con-
cerned about drawing
attention to its lesser ele-
ments.  For example, focus
on highlighting and work-
ing with the brick and not
the mortar on your home.
Similarly, the interlock
and edging stone you
select for your patio and
garden should firstly
work with the brick
colour.  

Stand back and take a
really good look at your

h o u s e .
There is
likely a pri-
mary colour
c o u p l e d
with a sec-
ondary, less-
er colour in
the brick
f a c a d e .
C o n s i d e r
matching as
best possi-
ble the paint
colour for
your garage

door and front door to the
lesser of  these hues.  If
your brick is a one-dimen-
sional solid colour, look to
a keystone over the garage
door or the cornerstone
detail to select the colours
for your exterior doors,
windows, eaves, posts, and
shutters.  

Don’t be afraid to use a
darker colour for your
front door than for the
garage, it will add interest
and provide a focal point
for your property.  

If  your home is of  the
siding variety, your
palette is wide open, but
you may need to start by
basing your selections on
the shingle colour.   A
good rule of  thumb is if
you want to draw atten-
tion to it, make the colour
different from everything
around it.  If  you want an
element to blend away,
make it the same or a tone
lighter (or darker) than
the surrounding colours.

The good news is that
the number of  colour
options available for new
shingles, soffits, facia and
eaves are not extensive, so
perhaps by a process of
elimination the manufac-
turers of  these products
are helping keep the
colour selections simple.
It’s always prudent when
selecting these elements
(or when repainting the
materials that can be
painted) that you stick to
more neutral colours like
almond, grey, black,
brown, beige or white so
that you can easily make
changes to the other exte-
rior paint colours without
complicating matters.     

My feeling is that mis-
takes are made on exteri-
or colour selection
because many think that
given the abundance of
light any colour will work.
It is simply not the case.
While the availability of
light definitely comes into
play and allows you to
make deeper and more
saturated colour selec-
tions, it does not mean
that you should put just
any colour on your home.
An appealing exterior
colour scheme that high-
lights your home’s domi-
nant features will provide
broad curb appeal and can
help you hone in on your
home’s individual charm.

Janice Clements is a
Certified Interior
Decorator, President of
Clements Interiors and
a member of  CDECA.
Visit her on the web at
www.clementsinteriors.c
om, or follow her blog at
http://www.40somethin-
g a n d c o u n t i n g .
blogspot.com.        





Janice Clements

Underpasses are key

Laura Brown of
Park Place Manor
put out some
healthy snacks
last week at the
Cooking for a
Cause BBQ held
at Newmarket’s
Seniors’ Meeting
Place. The event
was in support of
the Canadian
D i a b e t e s
Association and
included staff
representation
from many area
r e t i r e m e n t  
residences.

Auroran photo by
David Falconer
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AURORA IS 48th BEST PLACE TO LIVE
Aurora has been named the 48th best place to live in

Canada in a survey by MoneySense. The Town was
ranked third in household income, seventh for low
crime, 12th in new cars, 17th in culture, 32nd in discre-
tionary income, 47th in weather, 81st in population
growth, 96th in jobless rates. The survey evaluated 190
towns and cities nation-wide in 22 categories and Aurora
figured in the bottom third when it comes to doctors per
1,000 residents, walking and biking to work, and afford-
able housing. “While we can’t gauge many of  the ele-
ments that people enjoy in their cities, the nearness of
family, the friendliness of  neighbours, or even great sub-
sets, we have measured what can be measured and com-
pared what can be compared from towns and cities
across our provinces and territories,” wrote
MoneySense. Newmarket came in 13th place overall,
scoring high in household income, new cars, population
growth, low crime, weather, and culture.

VOTER INFORMATION BREACHED
Elections Ontario could be subject to a class action

lawsuit over voter information that was “improperly
accessed” at the organization. The privacy breach came
to light midweek when a list of  49 potentially affected
provincial electoral ridings – including Newmarket-
Aurora – were listed. The information was contained on
two USB keys, according to Greg Essensa, Chief
Electoral Officer of  Ontario.

“This information is limited to full name, gender,
birth date, address, as well as administrative codes used
solely for election purposes and any other personal infor-
mation updates provided to Elections Ontario by voters
during the last election period,” he said. “The informa-
tion also includes whether or not an individual voted in
the October 2011 provincial election.”

The information does not include SIN, health card,
drivers licence, banking or contact information.

Briefly

DAMIR
VRANCIC

LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411


Post office closure met with mixed reception

Irene Blas and her daughter, Amelia, arrived at the Aurora Post Office on Wellington, just east of Yonge Street,
Friday morning on their regular circuit of banking, mailing, and shopping. Ms. Blas is one of many residents of
Aurora and the surrounding area that have expressed dismay over the post office’s closure on August 17.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

Home Owners helping homeowners
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

By Brock Weir

After nearly 100 years,
Aurora will be without a
main post office next
month. 

Canada Post made the
decision last week to close
the Aurora post office on
Wellington Street East,
just east of  Yonge Street,
posting a notice on its 
window and letters to the
many residents and 
business who pick up their
mail daily at the facility.
For some, it was a sad 
conclusion of  a campaign
to keep the post office
open, which began in May
with a similar notice that
Canada post was "propos-
ing" to close the retail sec-
tion of  the outlet. 

Canada Post encour-
aged residents to contact
them with their thoughts
and concerns about a pos-
sible closure and that's
just what they did. Several
people also contacted The
Auroran with their con-
cerns, the majority of
which was in favour of  the
retaining the post office. 

But, despite these sub-
missions, and support of
keeping it open from both
MP Lois Brown and the
Aurora Town Council, the
closure marches ahead
and the Post Office will be
closing its doors at the end
of  business on Friday,
August 17.

"We regularly review
our network of  post offices
to address a number of
issues, including popula-
tion, housing and business
development, and shop-
ping patterns of
Canadians and right now
we're in a situation where
our traditional mail vol-
umes have been dropping
considerably," Eugene
Knapik, a spokesperson
for Canada Post told The
Auroran. "Over the past
five years [there has been a
drop of] approximately 20
per cent and that means
fewer people are buying
stamps and fewer people
are going into our post
offices so in this case it is a
situation where there a
number of  other post
offices in the vicinity."

Some of  these locations
include the Aurora North
Convenience Store located
on the east side of  Yonge
Street just north of
Aurora Heights
Boulevard, the Regency
Convenience located at
the Aurora Shopping
Centre, the Shoppers Drug
Mart at Bayview Avenue
and Hollandview Trail,
and a few locations in
Newmarket. 

Considering the feed-
back in the community on
the Post Office's closure,
Mr. Knapik, however, said
he didn't have any specific
feedback  on hand but it
was all reviewed prior to
making a decision. He did
not have have specific
comment on the weight
Canada Post placed on
this feedback.

"It's difficult for me to
answer a question in
terms of  [how it was]
weighted," he said. "We do
review all the feedback
[and] at the same time we
review what's available in
terms of  post offices in
the area, the state of  busi-
ness, and our mandate to
be sustainable as well as
provide the level of  serv-
ice that is expected."

One resident not satis-
fied with the weight
Canada Post placed on
this feedback was
Annabel Black, a regular
user - and neighbour - of
the main post office. 

"I certainly sent my

email in, but I am very dis-
appointed," said Ms. Black
of  the decision. "All I can
say is it shows how much
influence we have here in
Aurora. Who listens? Now
we'll have one more empty
place in Downtown
Aurora."

In a survey of  users of
the post office one morn-
ing last week, residents
had mixed feelings over
the office's closure.

"I'm sort of  sad about
it, but I hope their jobs are
okay," said Nancy Rathlou.
"It's not a convenient place
to stop, but we have been
using the same post box
for 30 years. [When we
moved to Aurora] I think
it was the only game in
Town. We had a farm on
the outskirts of  Town at
the time and it is where
the mail came.”

"I don't think there is
any post office that is real-
ly, really convenient in
Aurora but it is not the
most convenient Town
layout is it?" she said, cast-
ing an eye to the Yonge
and Wellington intersec-
tion a few metres away.
"I'll miss this, but it is a
change."

During this time, the
post office was visited by
Irene Blas, a resident of
King Township, with her
daughter Amelia in tow.
She has regularly used
this post office for five
years.

"I'm very upset," she

said. "This was convenient
and [I come] to this area
because I do all my busi-
ness over here and the
staff  is amazing. Now to go
to Newmarket, this is just
so much more convenient.
You stop and you go in, but
now you have to go."

One person less upset
about the closure was one
man who was doing a mail
run on behalf  of  his
cousin. Although he
declined to give his name,

Continued on page 15

Courtenay Field performs with her new partner Julian Shephard.

Ciara and Mark dance the afternoon away.

“Sounds Caribbean” performs for an appreciative audience.

A jewelry vendor. Second photo in Second Column: Artists, including the jewelry 
vendor above, put an additional creative touch on the Festival.

Julian Troiano

George St. Kitts, who performed with The Sounds of Motown, is always a popular 
act at the Jazz Fest. George and his wife Sher are two of the many musicians, artists, 
and volunteers that founded the Jazz Fest.

Crowds flocked to Town Park over the long weekend to partici-
pate in the annual Aurora jazz+ Festival. Beginning on Friday af-
ternoon, the Downtown Aurora event featured multiple artists on 
multiple stages playing nearly every genre of  music. Performers 
included the Julian Troiano Band, K.C. Roberts, the After Hours 
Big Band, Six Ways to Sunday, George St. Kitts & The Sounds of  
Motown, the Manatee Band, and The Cocksure Lads.

AURORA JAZZ+ FESTIVAL 2012
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“Sounds Caribbean” got the festival off to a rousing start, playing the Long & Mc-
Quade Stage on Friday night.

Crowd enjoys the vendors.

Crowds enjoy the music.

Music fans had multiple stages to enjoy performances.

AURORA JAZZ+ FESTIVAL 2012

 In addition to the Band-
shell (above) additional 
stages scattered around 
Town Park included per-
formance areas sponsored 
by Enbridge (right), Long 
& McQuade, and Master 
Cuts.

Festival-goers certainly 
didn’t go hungry while 
they took in the three days 
of music. Food vendors, 
like the one above, fea-
tured traditional festival 
fare and more exotic cui-
sine, offering something 
to suit every taste.

Featured artists putting the “plus” in the “jazz+ Festival” 
included Eva Foulkes, Deborah Campo, Quincy Morrison-
St. Kitts, David Rankine, Judy Sherman, Elsa Lum, Ellen 
Nelson, Susan Welland, Stephanie Davidson, Angel Waskul, 
Darlene Windfield, and Sharon Dawn.

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.
Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm. 
Friday by appointment. Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm
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By Brock Weir

Through these last few years of  economic downturn, many people have found them-
selves trying to find more work, and even switching careers.

If  one has lost their job after extensive work in the same field, however, switching 
gears or adding on more responsibility can be a daunting prospect for anyone. But 
what if  you get back on the job front and find that your skills aren’t as marketable as 
they once were? That’s where the Literacy Council of  York Simcoe hopes to step in. 

The Literacy Council of  York Simcoe, which is based in Newmarket, but serves all 
residents of  York Region and beyond has seen definitive shifts in demographic trends 
in recent years as the economy wobbles in either direction. 

“The economy has led to more people showing up at our door because they do have 
to arm themselves better to compete in the job market,” said Kevin Hynes of  the Lit-
eracy Council of  York Simcoe. “We have seen an increase in business, speaking from 
a business point of  view, caused by the economic difficulties in the marketplace, plus 
people who were displaced from their jobs have time to try and hone their skills be-
cause they’re not working.

“We have seen, unfortunately, the literacy levels are sort of  stuck. Surveys show that 
40 per cent of  people across the broad population have challenges in their reading. 
That is a number that is really too high for a country of  this high wealth and prosper-
ity.”

The Literacy Council was founded in 1984 and started life as the Newmarket Lit-
eracy Council. Little more than three years later, it grew with some funding from the 
provincial government, and since then has grown from its humble beginnings serving 
the one community to one which also includes Aurora, Bradford, Holland Landing, 
Mount Albert, Queensville, and extending further in all directions. 

Its mandate is to support literacy needs – whether reading, writing, or math – 
throughout the region through community programs, customized learning, instruc-
tions, and community partnerships. It is through this vein, that the Council was one 
of  20 local charities and community groups selected as recipients of  proceeds for the 
Magna’s 2012 Wild West Hoedown. 

Their programs now include literacy and skills upgrading programs, which also en-
compasses computer-based literacy essential skills upgrading, employment readiness 
training, and mobile learning labs.

“[The mobile labs] are really a new way of  reaching a broader audience,” said Mr. 
Hynes. “It is a controlled facility where people can come and learn at their own pace. 
We have had organizations say, ‘Can you set up here permanently?’ We can set it up 
for a period of  time and then we can go to another location, but the reception has been 
spectacular.”

While they’re reaching a broader audience through the mobile units, the group con-
tinues its classroom based learning programs, which has moved far beyond the tradi-
tional three Rs in recent years. 

“It is literacy, numeracy, and problem solving,” said Mr. Hynes. “Unfortunately the 
population has surprisingly high levels of  challenge in this area. As much as 31 per 
cent of  the total population have challenges when it comes to reading and doing simple 
arithmetic, and solving problems. This has an effect on the workplace and the social 

Economy drives more York Region 
residents to improve literacy

fabric where people can’t 
read instructions, whether 
those instructions are to 
operate a piece of  machin-
ery or as simple as reading 
the instructions on their 
medications. 

“It has a dramatic af-
fect on quality of  life and 
we hope that by making 
a small contribution we 
are able to help the people 
that we see improve their 
lives.”

The Literacy Council 
will be using their share 
of  the Hoedown proceeds 
for general support, but 
specifically in the areas 
of  providing tutoring and 
training to adults to “help 
support the achievement 
of  their life goals”, said Mr. 
Hynes. This includes com-

pleting their high school 
diploma, making sure peo-
ple are properly equipped 
to tackle college and post-
secondary education, fur-
thering their chances in 
the local job markets, “or 
even as simple as reading a 
bedtime story to their chil-
dren.”

“We utilize the Hoedown 
to present our case to a 
larger audience,” he said. 
“We go forth in the commu-
nity, partnering with local 
organizations to try and get 
the message out, whether 
it is speaking at the local 
Lions Club or Rotary Club, 
or elsewhere, we’re pleased 
to have the opportunity to 
get the message out.

“There is such a sig-
nificant need for people to 

improve their reading and 
other skills so they can 
be more active, function-
ing members of  society 
and deal with their own 
issues. The economy, as it 
has gone into this difficult 
five year period, has seen 
people displaced from the 
jobs that they have had for 
a long time and put them 
into a situation where they 
have to compete in new en-
vironments.

“Sometimes they go into 
a new environment and 
find out that their read-
ing skills are not adequate 
to compete in the general 
marketplace.”

For more information 
on the Literacy Council 
of  York Simcoe, visit their 
website at www.lcys.ca.

The Literacy Council of York Simcoe is one of 20 local groups and charities which 
will be sharing proceeds from next month’s Wild West Hoedown, the annual char-
ity bash hosted by Magna. The 20 groups (represented above at last month’s event 
launch) have been diligently selling their event and raffle tickets in advance of the 
September 15 fundraiser.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Continued from Page 7
Notification is not always possible: Thompson

mittee should review it with 
the help of  the planning de-
partment and change the 
route, because we’re not 
going to get it whether it is 
on the books as adopted by 
us.”

Councillors ultimately 
voted to approve the recom-
mendation from the trails 
committee with the amend-

ment that notification be 
provided to them wherever 
possible. This amendment 
stemmed from concerns ex-
pressed by Councillor Mi-
chael Thompson who said 
blanket notification might 
not always be possible.

“Sometimes these are 
properties we’re talking 
about in closed session 

about purchasing or what-
ever and I don’t necessarily 
know if  they can always be 
consulted,” he said. “There 
are times when it is of  a 
sensitive nature because 
we are talking about land 
dealing and it might not be 
possible to bring it forward 
while they are in negotia-
tions.”

Rosie keeps us focused 
on the red and the white

Last week’s puzzle solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

I remember watching 
the Summer Olympics 
as a child and being 
completely enamored. 
At the time we lived 
on a 10-acre farm on 
the 4th Line of  Adjala 
where we raised turkeys 
and chickens and had a 
million ways to spend 
our summer days. Our 
neighbours, who were 
building their house at 
the time, had a televi-
sion set in their tempo-
rary dwelling (not much 
more than a shack) to-
wards the back of  their 
property. They didn’t get 
many channels, but with 
the aid of  a coat hanger 
fashioned into a set of  
rabbit ears they did get 
the Olympics.

Gymnastics was al-
ways my favorite. Both 
men’s and women’s. 
I was awe struck by 
the strength the men 
had and the poise they 
showed hanging from 
the rings. The tumbling 
acts from the women’s 
team (girls really) left 
my mouth agape. I had a 
million questions. How 
much did they train? 
What did they eat? Did 
they have time for a so-
cial life? How could I be 
one of  them?

The Olympics has al-
ways been the mack-dad-
dy of  all sporting events. 
To win Olympic gold is 
almost as good as saying 
you have walked on the 
moon. But just making 
it to the Olympics would 
be a huge honour – com-
peting against the best 
in the world, feeling the 
roar of  the crowd, being 
adored for your abili-
ties. Imagine standing 
on the field, court, in 
the ring – wherever your 
sport took you – and feel-
ing the energy around 
you. Imagine the focus 
these athletes must have 
to use that energy to 
fuel their performance, 
without allowing their 
pride to work against 
them. Returning to their 
hometown gym in their 
minds, remembering 
their routine, their tim-
ing, their strategy and 
never losing sight of  the 

prize.
The 2012 Summer 

Olympic Games are now 
underway in London, 
England. The Games, 
with over 10,000 athletes 
from 204 National Olym-
pic Committees par-
ticipating, will keep us 
watching until August 12 
– and with 26 sports and 
a total of  39 disciplines 
including women’s box-
ing for the first time ever 
at the Olympics, we’re 
bound to be spellbound 
to the very end.

According to Wikipe-
dia: “Canadian athletes 
have competed in ev-
ery Summer Olympic 
Games since 1900, except 
the 1980 Summer Olym-
pics which they boycot-
ted. (In 2012) Canada 
will send 277 athletes in 
24 sports. Canada did 
not send a team in hand-
ball or field hockey. The 
COC has set a goal of  
finishing in the top 12 
in total medals. (At the) 
1992 Summer Olympics 
gold medalist swimmer 
Mark Tewksbury (was) 
named chef  de mission 
and 1984 Summer Olym-
pics gold medalist diver 
Sylvie Bernier has been 
named assistant chef  de 
mission.

More facts about the 
2012 Summer Olympics: 
“Triathlete and 2000 
Summer Olympics gold 
medalist and 2008 Sum-
mer Olympics silver 
medalist Simon Whit-
field was the flag bearer 
at the opening ceremo-
nies. Ian Millar at 65 
years of  age will be the 
oldest Canadian athlete 
at the games and gym-

nast Victoria Moors at 
15 will be the youngest 
Canadian. In total, along 
with the 277 athletes, are 
93 coaches and a mission 
team of  137.”

As of  August 4, perfor-
mances from the COC 
have earned Canada a 
spot in 26th position. 
We have one gold med-
al, three silvers and six 
bronze for a total of  10 
medals all together.

Canada’s first gold 
medal (hopefully there’s 
more to come) was 
earned by York Region’s 
own, Rosannagh "Rosie" 
MacLennan. The King 
City resident remains 
the current reigning 
Olympic champion in 
the individual trampo-
line event.

Born August 28, 1988, 
Rosie is also the reign-
ing Pan American 
Games champion for in-
dividual trampoline and 
was named the Cana-
dian National Women's 
champion in 2005, 2009 
and 2011. MacLennan 
was the World Champi-
on in the synchro tram-
poline event with Karen 
Cockburn, winning 
gold at the 2007 Sum-
mer Olympics. Rosie has 
also earned five silver 
and four bronze medals 
in World Championship 
competition in both the 
individual and synchro 
events.

Proving that the apple 
doesn’t fall far from the 
tree, Rosie's grandfather 
was selected to represent 
Canada as a gymnast at 
the 1940 Summer Olym-
pics in Tokyo but the 
games were cancelled 
due to the outbreak of  
World War II.

As we watch the final 
days of  the Games of  
the XXX Olympiad, our 
thoughts and prayers 
remain with the Cana-
dian athletes. With one 
gold under our belt, and 
more likely to come, it 
is the spirit of  being a 
Canadian that matters 
most. We shall not be 
blinded by the gold, sil-
ver or bronze, or ever 
lose sight of  the red and 
the white.
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Water Softening, Purification,
Filtration & Sterilization Units

Tel: (905) 727-6401 8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca Aurora, Ontario

Timing is everything for multi-use field
By Brock Weir

For Councillors con-
sidering the new sports
field at Stewart
Burnett Park last week,
timing is everything.
The big question,

however, was whether
this was something
Aurora really needed
right now, or if it could
be held off a few years
while surrounding
developments take
shape.
Under the Town's

Master Parks and
Recreation Plan,
Aurora is short 11
sports fields to handle
demand for local ath-
letes.
R o n W e e s e ,

President of Sport
Aurora, said that the
artificial turf proposed
for the Stewart Burnett
field would allow users
to start play earlier in
the season and last fur-
ther into the fall than
a natural turf field.
"We know about the

revenue potential, the
history of participa-
tion rates on artificial
turf, and we support
the building of this
field because we need it
now so programs can
grow," he said.
This was an issue

that was underscored
by Spencer Kanen of
the Aurora Youth
Soccer Club. He ques-
tioned how the Town
could consider allow-
ing subdivisions but
lag behind in green
space for parks and
recreation. With the
shortfall, the club
(AYSC) occasionally
has to have three teams
practicing on one field
in the same time slot,
and has also resulted in
a wait list for potential
players.
"Shortage of fields is

the single-most con-
straint on providing

services to our
citizens," said Mr.
Kanen. "Surely approv-
ing a field within our
city limits now is a step
in the right direction.
If it is a matter of
money, talk to the AYSC
and the other groups
who use the field."
F o r s o m e

Councillors, however,
the best way forward
would be to hold off for
a year or two so devel-
opers of the field's sur-
rounding lands, the 2C
development, would be
ready. The primary
bone of contention is a
stormwater manage-
ment pond.
Part of the project

for the sports field
calls for the reconfigu-
ration of an existing
stormwater manage-
ment pond which would
accommodate the facil-
ity. Both the Town and
developers agree that
this pond can eventual-
ly be filled in and water
diverted to a new, larg-
er pond within the sub-
division but that could
be a few years off.
In the meantime,

Aurora's Parks and
Recreation department
plans to reconfigure
the pond at a cost of
$72,000 and perform
other grading works on
the site, increasing the
budgeted $1.5 million
price tag by just under
$250,000.
These other grading

works include remov-
ing excess earth left
over from construction
of the Stronach Aurora
Recreation Complex
and the park's baseball
diamond. Councillors
argued last week that
this soil could be used
to fill in the stormwa-
ter pond when it is sur-
plus.
Councillors John

Gallo and Chris
Ballard stated -

although they said they
were in favour of the
field itself - that hold-
ing off until 2C was
ready in 18 to 24
months would save tax-
payers a $250,000 price
tag.
"I would have loved

to have seen more of a
needs analysis," said
Councillor Gallo, not-
ing he wanted more
information on why
$250,000 needed to be
spent now rather than
waiting for the new
pond to be ready.
Councillors Michael

Thompson and John
Abel took the opposite
stance. They said rev-
enue from getting the
field in place as soon as
possible would offset
some costs incurred
through user fees.
“[Parks Director Al]

Downey has continual-
ly shown there is an
urgency and there is a
need,” she said. “Even
in his report he talks
about how much rev-
enue it will generate
from that field and in
discussing it with him,
it is not necessarily
revenue that will be
pulled from other
fields, it is revenue
that is being pulled
from all over the place,
even from outside
municipalities [where
Aurora kids have gone
because of the recre-
ation space.]
“Delaying it two to

three years is lost rev-
enue, but that revenue
also helps offset some
of the cost in bringing
it forward. We can
wait, but costs might
go up as well.”
In his report, Mr.

Downey said the new
field at Stewart
Burnett Park will cost
the Town $10,000 in
new operating fees
annually, but will bring
in about $30,632.34 in

Over the weekend,
I attended several Canada Day
events in honour of our nation’s
145th birthday.
As a reporter, events become

blurred over the years and in
some cases, even mundane.
This year, however, I was

thrilled at the turnout and com-
munity support shown at
Canada’s birthday bash.
Singing the national anthem

has never made me feel more
proud, and I literally got chills
from the enthusiasm I felt ema-
nating from the crowd around
me.
That said, all I could think

was, “This must be what it feels
like to be an American”. A
strange sentiment, I guess.
Although I am deeply proud to be
a second-generation Canadian,
and I would never want to live
anywhere else in the world, my
sense of pride for country has
always been quiet. Perhaps it’s
my age, or having my eight year
old son beside me, but my heart
swooned for Canada on July 1st.
After returning from the fire-

works, my son put to bed, I sat
for a moment in contemplation of
my feelings. Although I hear the

national anthem on occasion, I’m
usually bustling around at an
event, taking pictures of
Veterans or school students and
I’m never really part of the
moment. On Canada Day, I stood
there, one of many in the crowd,
a part of the happening. It
touched me and reconnected me
to the feelings I’ve always had
regarding the country we live in
– we are truly free.
Canada is a magical place, sur-

rounded on three sides by ocean
and bordered to the south by our

Great Lakes. We have everything
we need at our fingertips, and
what we can’t produce here, we
can afford to import. Mountains,
forest, water, some of the best
beef in the world, oil, fish... we
have it all. Perhaps the only
thing more impressive than our
natural resources is our people.
Diverse, optimistic, peacekeep-
ing...
Unlike our American friends

to the south, we are not a melt-
ing-pot. We remain a tossed salad
of ideas,
people and resources that cannot
be duplicated. We have been
blessed.
Although Canada Day has

come and gone, I will hold onto
my feelings of pride and commit-
ment for our majestic land.
Happy, thankful, empowered.
The next time I’m at an event and
our national anthem is played, I
will pause, cease working and
become part of the celebration
ever mindful of the privilege of
being Canadian and thankful
that my son will always have a
country as great as this to grow
up in.
Today is a great day to be

Canadian.

HEALTHY
HABITS&
LIFESTYLE
LESSONS

Wendy Soloduik

I felt like an American

annual user fees.
The sports field was

approved by Council
6-3 with Councillors
Ballard, Buck and Gallo
voting against it.

Auroran photo byWendy Soloduik
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ONE OF NORTH 
AMERICA’S largest fi-
nancial services compa-
nies is rapidly expanding 
in this area. If  you desire 
a dynamic career with 
excellent income poten-
tial, call Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

VINTAGE PAIR of  golden 
woven tweed bucket chairs 
from the early 1960s. 
Perfect for the yuppie! $150 
for the pair or best offer. 
Call 905-727-6497.

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD  
Maple Queen Anne Style 
buffet, great condition. 
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for sale 
as well. Call 905-727-6497.

MINESushi 125 Pedersen 
Dr. Aurora. Specialty 
Chef  $23h 40wk
ryank0729@gmail.com.
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Our        TownTownownown

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Next show time: 
Aug. 23rd.

7 p.m.

with Alison
Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

VINTAGE PAIR of  golden
woven tweed bucket chairs
from the early 1960s.
Perfect for the yuppie! $150
for the pair or best offer.
Call 905-727-6497.

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD
Maple Queen Anne style
buffet, great condition.
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for
sale as well. Call 905-727-
6497.

Advertise 
in THE AURORAN

Classifieds.

905-727-3300 
ext. 102

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445
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Dr. Aurora. Specialty 
Chef  $23h 40wk.
ryanko729@gmail.com.
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The Auroran Community Newspaper
15213 Yonge Street, Ste. #8
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1L8

The winner will be drawn from 
all the correct responses received. 

The promotion ends August 27, 2012

A random draw will be held 
at the newspaper’s office 
on August 28, 2012.

To participate, you must be 
19 years of age or older.

Write the number corresponding 
to each name in the space provided. 

Please drop off or mail the participation 
coupon in an envelope to: 

Play for 6 weeks 
for a chance to 

win $250*

Know Your Merchants Contest

Keep this participation coupon –you have six weeks to figure out all the names for the draw. 
Must be 19 years of age or older

STEVEN HO
Chinook 

ELISE DESJARDINS
T.H. Oliver 

RANDY WINSTONE
McAlpine

LINDA MAUNDER
Maunder’s Food Shop

SOPHI GEORGOPOULIS
Jonathan’s

DOUG ADAIR
Rec Sports

RAZ KHAMISSA 
Omars

BOB CLUBINE
Home Hardware 
LEE HURST
Hurst Bakery 

BRANDON PELUSO
Highland 

INGRID KULBACH
fraktals Chocolates

STEVE DAVIES
Harvest Meats 

CHRIS ISSARIS
T.C’s Restaurant

FARZIN ANSARI
Play It Again Sports
WILLIAM YANG
Bonsai Hill 

DIANA BLANK
Happy Hearing 

PETER VIRTANEN
State Farm

DAMIR VRANCIC
Vrancic Law

BRIAN NORTH
Ellis Studios

ALFREDO TAMBURINI
A & F Hair 

DAVID MINTZ
Edward Street 

LENARD LIND
L.H. Lind Realty Ltd.

HOWIE BERMAN
Crystal White Cleaners

LISA OLIVER
Maid To Shine

Can you
identify 
any of
these 
people?

11 22 33 44 55 66

77 88 99 1010 1111 1212

1313 1414 1515 1616 1717 1818

1919 2020 2121 2222 2323 2424

REWARD for missing
young black cat. Near 
Rotary Park Kennedy
/Gurnett. 905-727-9677.
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O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest 
financial services compa-
nies is rapidly expanding
in this area. If  you desire a
dynamic career with 
excellent income poten-
tial, call Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

Our        TownTownownown

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

WEEKLY SHOW
with Alison

Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m
 

ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS

160Wellington St. E. 905-841-3400
Hardwood • Laminate • Carpet • Vinyl • Tile

YOUR 1 STOP SHOP FORFLOORING CENTRE
IDEAL

MOVING TO AURORA a
retired couple (profession-
als) requires rental resi-
dence 905-852-0452. Non-
smokers, non-drinkers, no
pets. 

VINTAGE PAIR of  golden
woven tweed bucket chairs
from the early 1960s.
Perfect for the yuppie! $150
for the pair or best offer.
Call 905-727-6497.

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD
Maple Queen Anne style
buffet, great condition.
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for
sale as well. Call 905-727-
6497.

Advertise 
in THE AURORAN

Classifieds.

905-727-3300 
ext. 102

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

MINESushi. 125 Pedersen
Dr. Aurora. Specialty 
Chef  $23h 40wk.
ryanko729@gmail.com.

T H E  P E R S O N -
A L  PROPERTY, house-
hold goods, and contents
of  the following rental
spaces will be sold for cash
or otherwise disposed of
to satisfy rental liens for
unpaid rent in accordance
with Ontario Statutes
Chapter R25 and our lease
agreement on August 2,
2012 at 10am sharp, at
Northern Self  Storage,
Aurora. Unit Number;
A56, A49, P03, H11, K17

Advertise in The Auroran Classifieds 
905-727-3300 ext. 102

1,200 employment jobs in
the long run. 

"Councillor Gaertner
has always argued that
these jobs are not good
enough," said Councillor
Evelyn Buck. "I respect
Councillor Gaertner's
consistency in that argu-
ment [but] I am sorry I
can't support it. Any jobs
in a time of  high unem-
ployment are good
enough for me. They are
certainly good enough for
people who don't have
employment who need to
be taking care of  their
children, who need to be
paying their mortgage
and there are no jobs
available. Any jobs we can
provide is part of  our
mandate to make this a
reasonable place to live
for ordinary people, not
just the highly paid, high
salaried, highly educated
people. 

"As far as I am con-
cerned, if  we take care of
the ordinary people, the
people in the high income
pitch can pretty much
take care of  themselves.
They usually do. I reject
the arguments that have
been presented in opposi-
tion to this proposal."

These arguments were
reinforced by Councillor
Gaertner who acknowl-
edged her consistency,
and pressed on with the
issue. 

"[The existing]
SmartCentres was pres-
tige business park to
bring high quality
employment to Aurora.
There is nothing wrong
with seasonal, part time,
low-paying jobs without
benefits. We need those
and we have a lot of  those.
As a matter of  fact, we
may have too many of
those. All you have to do is
look at the SmartCentres
across the way.

"What this community
needs is full time jobs that
pay well, that give bene-
fits, that will service our
residents. That is not
what we're doing here,
folks. We're giving the
developer more retail.
Everybody has their opin-
ion around this table. I am
not going to change any-
body's opinion and I don't
expect to, but I'm saying if
we're here to do what is
best for the community
we will vote against this
proposal and we will be on
record." 

Councillor Gaertner

then went on to recount
an instance from a previ-
ous Council where Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe appeared
at the podium as a busi-
ness owner who said he
had to move his business
to Newmarket due to inad-
equate office space in
Town. 

"By approving this as it
is, it is going to make it
just that much harder for
people like the then-Mr.
Dawe to find appropriate
office space," she said.

Addressing the
Councillor's comments,
Mayor Dawe said he made
the comments in 2005 ask-
ing the Council of  the day
to do whatever it could to
create more space. At the
time, he said, he had his
office in retail space but
had to move after his rent
shot up. 

"If  we just look at this
on the merits of  develop-
ing space in Aurora then
this is a good thing," he
said. "It is creating more
opportunities for people
to locate their business
here."

The motion was car-
ried 6 - 3 with Councillors
Chris Ballard, Wendy
Gaertner and John Gallo
voting against the motion. 

Cathy Meyers (back row, second left), general manager of Aurora’s Filly & Firkin,
was joined by her staff over the weekend getting into the celebratory spirit of their
Beer Festival. The local eatery raised about $3,500 through the Beer Festival for
both Toronto’s Hospital for Sick Children and the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of
Canada. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Continued from page 1

Aurora needs full time, well playing jobs with benefits: Gaertner 

  
 
  
  


By Brock Weir

Ellen Wood is no stranger to giving back to her commu-
nity, but when she was selected this summer as one of  a 
host of  graduating high school students from Aurora, New-
market, and East Gwillimbury this year for Neighbour-
hood Network’s 2012 Give Back Awards, she said she was 
surprised. 

Considering her background of  charitable work, which 
has included endeavours not just within the Aurora High 
School community, but also within Aurora’s Trinity An-
glican Church and through the Youth Advisory Council of  
Toronto’s Philip Aziz Centre for Hospice Care, she thought 
she had a fighting chance of  getting a $500 scholarship. But 
winning it was a different story.

She got word of  the Give Back Award through local phi-
lanthropist and fellow 2012 AHS grad Brooke Harrison, who 
is also Neighbourhood Network’s Youth Ambassador. Ellen 
and Brooke served together on the Philip Aziz’s Centre’s 
Youth Advisory Council (YAC) and it is there where Ellen 
first caught the bug to take the initiative and contribute to 
her neighbours and community as a whole. 

“She got me involved and we have been best friends since 
we were little kids in elementary school,” says Ellen. “I 
joined YAC in Grade Nine and I helped mostly with their 
golf  tournaments and helping raise money [through other 
activities].”

The YAC’s golf  tournament for the Philip Aziz Centre 
was the brainchild of  the founding members of  the group. 
Its goal was to raise funds for the hospice’s youth and chil-
dren’s fund so that kids affected by cancer – whether they 
had been treated themselves or were impacted by the plight 
of  loved ones – spend some carefree weeks at a special sum-
mer camp. The final golf  tournament hosted by the YAC 
was held in May and since its inception has wound up to 
raise over $150,000 for the Centre.

“I saw how everything she did impacted so many people 
and how it really helped others in the community and I re-
ally wanted to be a part of  it in making a difference and 
helping others making others’ lives better,” she said. 

“[This experience] really helped me realise that volun-
teering, even if  you’re not getting money out of  it or any-
thing, is just so good and it makes me feel so good seeing 
[the impact]. The kids that we helped wrote letters and it 
just made me feel so good. It’s great to know that volunteer-
ing can truly help other people. They were thanking us for 
sending them to those camps.”

As she prepares to head off  to North Bay this fall for 
Nipissing University’s concurrent Education program as 
well as psychology, she has her eye set on a teaching career 
with possible specialization in special education or student 
counselling. 

But in her first week at her new student digs, she’s al-
ready looking forward for another opportunity give back.

“I would like to look for more opportunities and continue 
to do so,” she said. “In our frosh week, we have Shinera-
ma, where we volunteer our time to shine cars and carry 
groceries for people in the town to raise money for cystic 
fibrosis.” 

In the meantime, she hopes students preparing to enter 
Grade Nine this fall will take a look at some of  the other 
recipients of  the Give Back awards this year and keep their 
eyes on the prize when planning for their own graduation. 
This award is available and it is achievable, she says.

“Just go for it,” she says. “Go for any volunteer opportu-
nities that you have. It is such a great feeling to give back 
and you also get a reward yourself. 

“When you have all these experiences it will just help you 
in the long run when you have awards like this. Being able 
to put as much as you can into it and show that you are a 
good volunteer and do help others is great.”

AHS grad helped kids affected by cancer have a good 
time

Councillors question over- 
and under-budgeted 
items

By Brock Weir

Some Councillors were left scratching their heads 
recently when faced with a recommendation to return 
$694,111 back into Town coffers following the closure of  
16 capital projects.

It wasn’t, of  course, that they objected to more cash 
flowing back in than going out, but how some of  these 
projects could have been so off  the mark in their bud-
gets. 

 “Capital projects vary in expected delivery time from 
date of  approval; some projects naturally taking several 
years to complete, such as major computer systems proj-
ects, while some projects may only take a few months 
from approval to completion, such as a vehicle replace-
ment,” said Town Treasurer Dan Elliott in a report to 
Council. “Timing of  project delivery may also be con-
strained by staff  resources or project integration with 
other Town departments or the Region of  York.”

When this report recently came up for discussion, 
the two projects that raised eyebrows stemmed from 
infrastructure, including sewer maintenance and trail 
construction. A sewer flusher, originally budgeted at 
$285,930 actually cost the Town $331,667 by the end of  
2011, a deficit of  $45,727 which was covered from addi-
tional funding sources.

“[This] ended up being almost 30 per cent of  what we 
have quoted,” said Councillor Michael Thompson, on 
the project, which was also identified as a concern by 
Councillor John Gallo. 

In response, Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director 
of  Infrastructure, said the budget for the flusher was 
based on the cost of  the day. When the Town went and 
tendered it on the specifications that were developed, 
that had changed.

“Unfortunately it came in over budget, it does hap-
pen on occasion [but] we try not to have it,” said Mr. Si-
manovskis. 

On the other end of  the spectrum, one project which 
came in significantly under budget were trail connec-
tions, including the north Aurora connection to the 
Nokiidaa Trail. These connections resulted in returning 
funding of  just over $330,000.

“On the St. John’s Sideroad to Newmarket [connec-
tion, the Parks and Recreation Department served as the 
general contractor and did a lot of  the walk construction 
where the bulk of  the costs were consumed, so they ac-
tually did the work themselves,” said Aurora CAO Neil 
Garbe. “That was a significant savings to the town.”

Other outstanding matters in the report include a 
number of  projects that were to benefit from RiNC, the 
Federal Government’s program for recreational infra-
structure, these include significant funding to improve 
facilities such as the Aurora Community Centre. 

After questioning from Councillor Wendy Gaertner, it 
was clear that this Federal money had not yet come in to 
complete the works.

“If  we spend money and then we’re waiting for Recre-
ation Infrastructure Canada (RInC) funding or any other 
funding to come in, do we build an interest charge into it 
or anything for lost interest to us, or interest we have to 
pay into that cost?” she asked.

The simple answer was no, according to Wayne 
Church, who sat in on the recent Council meeting on be-
half  of  Mr. Elliott.

“It would be an ineligible expense as far as funding 
goes,” said Mr. Church. “Generally they are very quick 
in responding. If  we have some outstanding items it is 
likely a delay in the actual process of  paying bills be-
cause we have to pay the bills before we get the funds.”

Aurora resident Ellen Wood got a bit of a boost in fur-
thering her post secondary education recently as a re-
cipient of Neighbourhood Network’s Give Back Award. 
Ms. Wood will be embarking on a degree in education 
at Nipissing University this fall.

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan
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Not everyone 
needs your services all the time, 

but, it you want to be there 
when they do...

Advertise in THE AURORAN
At Your Service directory.

  
  

   

 

 

 
                

   

    
  

  
   
  
 

  

CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 
Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h





 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

HOME RENO PLUS

905.235.7357

Any Projects Big or Small 1 Call, 
We Do It All! 

Basements ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Painting, Flooring, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Drywall Taping, Framing, Additions, Enclosures, 
Tiling, Chimney & Masonry, Decks, 

fences, brick repalcement














905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES  
Licensed, insured 25 years exp. 

Plumber 
Joe

416-568-6928

the

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
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Radiant health, 
& inner peace.

 QIGONG & YOGA

www.yogaforlife.ca

Andrea Roth
905-505-1324
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• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.















MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

Keller Williams 
Realty Centres, Brokerage  

     
   

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

     

 
    

   

 

Independently Owned and Operated

Don't delay - call Linda today!

Townhome 
Listings 
Needed! 

Selling? 
Qualified buyers ready 
to negotiate right now! 
Get SOLD and move up!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ Office: 905-895-5972 x 816

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

 
POWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

+

BOOST YOUR ENERGY!
IMPROVE MENTAL CLARITY!

ACHIEVE YOUR HEALTHY
WEIGHT!

IT’S EASY - SAFE - NATURAL
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO PERSONALIZE 
A PROGRAM THAT IS JUST RIGHT FOR YOU CALL

KRISTINA (289) 234-9484

TAKE CHARGE OF
YOUR HEALTH 

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insured / est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work Mike
THE WOODWORKER

* Kitchens
* Libraries

* Doors

705-305-7572
woodwork.magic@gmail.com

www.healingcurrent.com 
or call 647.678.0742

Did you know that your energy field
is affected by all that you experience?

Try ENERGY HEALING 
or FOOT REFLEXOLOGY!

See Christina at Alternative Physiotherapy

REDUCE STRESS
REDUCE ILLNESS

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs
49$ *

NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*
*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)

www.transitauto.ca
or FREE

1-877-STONE-13
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Interested in 
advertising 

here?

Your ad
could be

here!
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

 

The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to 

Extra 
Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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Carrier of the Month: Kalea Kirsh

By Brock Weir

It is a small wonder that Aurora's
Carrier of  the Month, Kalea Kirsh, has
time to do any extra-curricular activi-
ties, considering she has nearly 250
homes on her routes.

But Kalea, who is enjoying an active
summer anticipating entering Grade 8 at
Northern Lights Public School in
September, finds the time and is an
active and engaged member of  the
Aurora community. 

When asked what she enjoys most
about being a student at Northern
Lights, Kalea is able to rattle off  a list of
all the clubs and teams she is involved in
to put most of  us to shame. These activi-

ties include playing with the badminton,
basketball, and volleyball teams, and
taking part in We Day, a spinoff  of  the
charitable endeavours of  Craig and
Marc Kielburger.

She is also a member of  the Northern
Lights' Robotics Club and Book Club. It is
in describing the book club that her
inner bookworm comes to light. 

She and the rest of  the team recently
had a chance to go down to Toronto's
Harbourfront to meet acclaimed authors
including Alyxandra Harvey, Eric
Walters, and her personal favourite,
Kenneth Oppel.  

In her spare time, Kalea has become a
familiar face at the Aurora Farmers'

Continued on page 19

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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HELP WANTED

JOB WANTED

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest 
financial services compa-
nies is rapidly expanding
in this area. If  you desire a
dynamic career with 
excellent income poten-
tial, call Ruth Greaves at 
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Watch

Next show time: 
Aug. 23rd.

7 p.m.

with Alison
Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

VINTAGE PAIR of  golden
woven tweed bucket chairs
from the early 1960s.
Perfect for the yuppie! $150
for the pair or best offer.
Call 905-727-6497.

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD
Maple Queen Anne style
buffet, great condition.
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for
sale as well. Call 905-727-
6497.

Advertise 
in THE AURORAN
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905-727-3300 
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Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

MINESushi. 125 Pedersen
Dr. Aurora. Specialty 
Chef  $23h 40wk.
ryanko729@gmail.com.

Advertise in 
The Auroran Classifieds 
905-727-3300 ext. 102

  
 
  
  


The Auroran Community Newspaper
15213 Yonge Street, Ste. #8
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1L8

The winner will be drawn from 
all the correct responses received. 

The promotion ends August 27, 2012

A random draw will be held 
at the newspaper’s office 
on August 28, 2012.

To participate, you must be 
19 years of age or older.

Write the number corresponding 
to each name in the space provided. 

Please drop off or mail the participation 
coupon in an envelope to: 

Play for 6 weeks 
for a chance to 

win $250*

Know Your Merchants Contest

Keep this participation coupon –you have six weeks to figure out all the names for the draw. 
Must be 19 years of age or older

STEVEN HO
Chinook 

ELISE DESJARDINS
T.H. Oliver 

RANDY WINSTONE
McAlpine

LINDA MAUNDER
Maunder’s Food Shop

SOPHI GEORGOPOULIS
Jonathan’s

DOUG ADAIR
Rec Sports

RAZ KHAMISSA 
Omars

BOB CLUBINE
Home Hardware 
LEE HURST
Hurst Bakery 

BRANDON PELUSO
Highland 

INGRID KULBACH
fraktals Chocolates

STEVE DAVIES
Harvest Meats 

CHRIS ISSARIS
T.C’s Restaurant

FARZIN ANSARI
Play It Again Sports
WILLIAM YANG
Bonsai Hill 

DIANA BLANK
Happy Hearing 

PETER VIRTANEN
State Farm

DAMIR VRANCIC
Vrancic Law

BRIAN NORTH
Ellis Studios

ALFREDO TAMBURINI
A & F Hair 

DAVID MINTZ
Edward Street 

LENARD LIND
L.H. Lind Realty Ltd.

HOWIE BERMAN
Crystal White Cleaners

LISA OLIVER
Maid To Shine

Can you
identify 
any of
these 
people?

11 22 33 44 55 66

77 88 99 1010 1111 1212

1313 1414 1515 1616 1717 1818

1919 2020 2121 2222 2323 2424

REWARD for missing
young black cat. Near 
Rotary Park Kennedy
/Gurnett. 905-727-9677.




Subscribe to Our Town
 cynthia@auroran.com



By Brock Weir

Aurora Council recently 
approved a plan to turn 
one large lot on Kenne-
dy Street West into two, 
making way for two new 
homes; but what started 
as a discussion over the 
protection of  two cedar 
hedges in the area turned 
into a debate on the rights 
of  property owners.

The lot in question is at 
292 Kennedy Street West. 
This is a development 
which has been on the 
table over a year. While 
questions had been raised 
in the past about the im-
pact of  two houses on 
what used to be a single lot 
would have on local infra-
structure, the recurring 
theme in the project is the 
fate of  the hedges lining 
the lot.

These hedges have been 
of  particular concern to 
Councillor Wendy Gaert-
ner since the project’s 
inception, and when the 
recommendation came up 
for final approval at last 
month’s Council session, 

the July meeting was no 
exception.

“We found out that one 
of  the hedges that was go-
ing to be taken down by the 
owner of  this property was 
actually not on his land,” 
said Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner on the history of  
this proposal, recalling de-
velopments last year that 
revealed the roots of  the 
hedge in question were ac-
tually on an adjacent prop-
erty. “Through the discus-
sions, it was noted...that 
this hedge was going to be 
protected in the building 
process.

The Councillor, how-
ever, asked for assurances 
that the hedge could not 
be taken down and that it 
was protected and, if  not, 
the consequences if  it was 
damaged.

“The current owner is 
aware of  the location of  the 
hedge being on his prop-
erty and a good portion 
of  the hedge has grown 
over onto his property,” 
said Marco Ramunno, Au-
rora’s Director of  Plan-
ning. “He has committed 

to saving the hedge during 
construction and as a con-
dition of  our plan agree-
ment, should the hedge, 
for whatever reason, not 
survive or be damaged, a 
condition would require 
the replacement of  those 
hedges where appropri-
ate.”

The application, he 
added, has been reviewed 
by the Town’s landscape 
architect, who provided 
comments, an arbourist’s 
report has been submit-
ted, and the applicant has 
agreed to make “all at-
tempts” to save the hedge 
during construction, in-
cluding the replanting 
condition, fencing, and 
regular visits from Town 
staff.

“I would just like to be 
realistic,” said Councillor 
Evelyn Buck during the 
ensuing discussion. “As 
the owner of  a property 
which is protected on two 
sides by cedar hedge, I can 
tell you a cedar hedge 10 
– 12 feet high has been al-
lowed to run wild. It has 
not been taken care of; 

Neighbouring property owners have 
rights too: Council

The best in York Region’s first responders and essential services personnel were re-
cently celebrated with an appreciation barbeque at Upper Canada Mall, including 
reps  from the Central York Fire Services and York Regional Police. Pictured here are 
Central York Fire Chief Ian Laing, Robert Horst, General Manager of Upper Canada 
Mall, Newmarket Mayor Tony Van Bynen, and Deputy Police Chief Bruce Herridge.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

there has been no effort by 
the owner to keep it under 
control. It serves no use-
ful purpose. It occupies 
a huge width and is sky 
high. There is no way it is 
going to be replaced.”

From the perspective 
of  Councillors John Gallo 
and John Abel, however, 
it was a question of  prop-
erty rights. Everyone has 

property rights, argued 
Councillor Gallo, and if  
this hedge is encroaching 
on a neighbour’s property, 
it “inhibits their develop-
ment”. 

“I also have to be in their 
favour to do what they have 
to do and they have every 
right to do it,” he said.

Added Councillor Abel: 
“If  you are concerned 

about the tree, you should 
make sure it is healthy and 
not infringing on another 
property and they have ev-
ery right to their property 
as well. If  you want to put 
up a fence, [plant a] tree, or 
in this case build a house, 
they should be allowed to 
do so as long as they are 
confining it in a conscien-
tious manner.”
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Move in Next Year!

* Limited time offer.  See sales rep for details. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustrations are artist’s concept only.  
Rockport® is a registered trademark of Rockport and used under license. ©Rockport 2010. All rights reserved. E.&O.E. 2012. Brokers protected.

rockportgroup.net

Ridgewood II is the ultimate expression of carefree resort-style living - a place that feels like 

the weekend… everyday. An intimate 6 storey condominium with exceptional recreational 

facilities including a sumptuous outdoor saltwater swimming pool and indoor  hot tub. 

Miles of area trails and ravine parks. Nearby cafés. Fabulous shopping and minutes to GO 

Transit. Incredible suites with equally incredible views. An oasis of gracious tranquility 

in the heart of historic Aurora. Come home to Ridgewood II and leave the world behind. 

Presentation Centre: 180 John West Way, Suite 103, 

Aurora, Mon.-Wed. Noon-6 pm, Closed Thurs. & Fri., 

Weekends & Holidays Noon-5 pm

905 841 1004

Elegant Suites 
 from the

$300’s*

 NEW DEPOSIT 
PROGRAM*

 1 YEAR FREE
MAINTENANCE*

90% SOLD!
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