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Yonge and Wellington traffic 
delayed for improvements

By Brock Weir

For the Region it is a long
time coming, but for Aurora
drivers, it may just be one more
reason why getting through
Yonge and Wellington can be a
headache.

Renovations began
Wednesday on each of  the four
corners of  Aurora's most con-
gested intersection intended to
bring traffic lights up-to-date
after reaching service capacity,
according to the Region. It is the
first improvement job on the
signals since 2005, and perhaps
the most significant overhaul
since their installation in the
early 1970s.

While this project is intended
to improve signal reliability
rather than traffic flow in the

cross streets, it could be the first
in a series of  changes leading to
some traffic improvements.

The Region of  York is look-
ing at entering into negotiations
with the owners of  the Bank of
Montreal property at the north-
west corner of  the intersection
to widen the road to allow cre-
ation of  a southbound turn
lane. This, according to Shawn
Dillon of  the Region, could lead
to a "significant improvement"
on intersection operations.

"We think there are some pos-
sibilities on the northwest cor-
ner," Mr. Dillon told The
Auroran. "We haven't spoken
with the property owner yet
[but] this is going to be the first
step. The Town is setting up
meetings with the property
owner to try and see if  there is

Continued on page 8

Sports field plan hits 
stumbling block

By Brock Weir

A new sports field at Stewart
Burnett Park in east Aurora has
hit a stumbling block, after
Council failed to reach a consen-
sus over its costs.

The facility, which is slated to
be a multi-purpose field with
artificial turf, is intended to
help fill the Town's growing
shortage of  park space for resi-
dents. At last Tuesday's general
committee meeting, municipal
staff  recommended that
Councillors go ahead with the
plan, which was originally bud-
geted this year for $1.5 million. 

When it came before commit-
tee, however, it came with an
extra $250,000 price tag, funded
from the Town's development
charges account (which is
already in the red) and Council's

contingency fund.
According to a report from Al

Downey, Aurora's Director of
Parks and Recreation, the added
$250,000 is attributed to the costs
in moving a hefty pile of  sur-
plus soil left over from the
park's baseball diamond con-
struction, and other grading
works to get the property up to
snuff. Additional costs will also
be racked up by "reconfiguring"
the existing storm water man-
agement pond on the site,
including the installation of  a
new retaining wall. 

While there was little discus-
sion around the Council table
on the necessity of  some of
these costs, the fact that these
projects were not included in
the 2012 budget  - and just who
should pay for them - held
things up.

Continued on page 9

Brian Veloso, right, gets a congratulatory hug from his four-year-old son Owen, an honourary fire-
fighter with the Central York Fire Services on Tuesday morning, after rapelling down the side of
Toronto’s City Hall. Mr. Veloso strapped himself into the harness and went over the edge of the 33
storey landmark in order to raise money in the Make-a-Wish foundation’s first “Rope for Hope”
event. Please see page 23.   Auroran photo by David Falconer



TUESDAY, JUNE 26
The Aurora Public Library presents Freedom

from the Fire: Healing Inflammation with Food.
Cancer, diabetes, heart disease, depression, celiac
disease and Alzheimer's have one thing in common -
inflammation.  Join Nutritionist Carol Fazari and
learn her practical step-by-step approach to reclaim-
ing your health and reducing the inflammation that
plagues you.  Tonight at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room.
Free. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk,
905-727-9494, ext. 275.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27
The Thursday Night Jam band presents a Kick-

Off  Summer Concert in the Town Park (Wells Street
Bandshell); 7 p.m. Get your groove on to Motown and
R&B favourites - bring your lawn chairs, dancing
shoes and the entire family! Special guests: Lily Falk
& Stewart Locke. Collection of  non-perishables for
the Aurora Food Pantry welcomed this evening. 

* * * * 
Meet National Bestselling author Derek Foster,

Canada's youngest retiree! Derek's investing
approach allowed him to become a millionaire in his
30's-but is simple enough for any 6-year old to under-
stand.  Take this rare opportunity to learn these
strategies and ask any questions. Also learn some
little-known tips for securing your retirement from
his newest book, The Worried Boomer. 7.00 p.m. at
the Aurora Public Library. Free. Pre-register at the
Adult Information Desk, 905-727-9494, ext. 275.

SUNDAY, JULY 1
The Town of  Aurora will host Canada Day

Celebrations. Start off  Canada Day with the Canada
Day parade beginning at 10 a.m. on Yonge Street,
travelling from Orchard Heights to Murray Drive.
Then join in the rest of  the festivities at Lambert
Willson Park from 11 a.m. until sundown with a fan-
tastic fireworks display.  Activities run from 11 a.m.
until 4 p.m. including mini golf, crafts, inflatables, a

petting zoo and so much more.  Entertainment runs
from 11 a.m. until 10 p.m. 

* * * *
Aurora Cornerstone Church (390 Industrial

Parkway South) will host Beautiful Africa: A New
Generation featuring a concert by the Watoto
Children's Choir. Watoto, a holistic care program,
initiated to serve the dire needs of  Africa and her
people, is thrilled to present a brand new tour enti-
tled Beautiful Africa: A New Generation, an evening
of  vibrant, original African music, dance routines
and life-transforming stories. The tour is a testimo-
ny of  the new generation of  leaders emerging out of
Watoto. Established in 1994, The Watoto Children's
Choir has travelled internationally as ambassadors
for the millions of  children in Africa, orphaned as a
result of  HIV/AIDS, war and poverty. Each of  the
children in the choir has suffered the loss of  one or
both parents. They live in Watoto Children's Villages
where they receive the care and nurture they need
to grow up as productive citizens of  their country.
This morning's concert is free and open to the pub-
lic. 

JULY 3 - 24
Eating Disorders of  York Region presents a four

week program: Guidance and Assistance for Family
and Friends of  Those Striving to Overcome an
Eating Disorder Support Group with Flora
Svinarenko. The group meets for four Tuesdays
starting on July 3 from 6.45 p.m. to 7.45 p.m. Support
for family and friends is vital in the recovery of  a
loved one. A family member or a friend needs to be a
strong, safe and consistent source of  support and
needs to take care of  themselves in order to do so. It
is good to know that you are not alone when you
experience stress, frustration or anger. An eating
disorder affects the whole family. Meetings will take
place at 300 John Street, Suite 300, Thornhill, ON.
L3T 5W5.  Register online or call 905-886-6632 or
email support-group@edoyr.com.

JULY 4 - JULY 24
Aurora artist Herbert Pryke will host Plein Air

Summer Painting, a four week outdoor art program
starting July 4 at the Oak Ridges Community Centre
(12895 Bayview Avenue). Each week is a new loca-
tion and outdoors every time. Cost for the program
is $67.10 for residents, $77.10 for non-residents, and
$46.97 for seniors. To register, contact Kim Smylie,
Adult Program Coordinator for the Town of
Richmond Hill at 905-882-4295 x.3153 or
ksmylie@richmondhill.ca. 

MONDAY, JULY 9
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents Summer Workshops for children, youth
and adults starting today! Young Artist Studio Week-
long Workshop for ages 4 - 6; Mixed Media Mash-Up
Week-long Workshop for ages 7 - 12. Special intro-
ductory pricing - register today! Child & Teen work-
shops in Cartooning & Anime; Adult workshops in
Perspective Drawing, Watercolours and Collage
throughout the summer. For all details and registra-
tion information check drop by the Centre, or call
905-713-1818 or go to www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.
Fully accessible at north entrance.

JULY 9 - 13
The Aurora United Church will hold its Fruit of

the Spirit Vacation Bible Camp beginning July 19
from 8.30 a.m. to 12 noon for kids ages 5-12. Movies,
Crafts, Snacks, Games and Music. $25/child. Please
call the church at 905-727-1935 to register.

JULY 9 - AUGUST 20
Eating Disorders of  York Region presents a six

week program, Life without Ed, an eating disorder
support group. It will meet for six Mondays begin-
ning July 9 (excluding the long weekend) from 5 to 6
p.m. It will take place at EDOYR's headquarters in
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COMING EVENTS

ON NOW

JUNE 2 - JULY 14
The Ontario Society of  Artists hosts a

members' exhibition at the Aurora Cultural
Centre celebrating the Society's 140th
anniversary. The show brings together over
100 works of  art from nearly 100 individual
members. Gallery hours are Tuesday - Friday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturdays from 12 noon
to 4 p.m., and during special events. Two after-
noons of  artists talks will be held June 11 and
July 20. Five selected OSA artists over the two
afternoons will discuss their creative process
in a series of  live demos and illustrated lec-
tures. All are welcome to attend and admis-
sion is free. For more information, contact the
Cultural Centre at 905-713-1818 or visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

JUNE 26 - JULY 15
Unleash the artist within! Paint a small 

(4" x 4") canvas for the 'Who Dunn-it Art
Gallery' (WDI Gallery) supporting the 2012
Aurora jazz+ Festival. Your masterpiece will
be displayed at Jonathan's Restaurant in
Aurora but no one will know 'Who Dunn-it'
until it is purchased July 15th.  'Who Dunnit'
masterpieces will be offered at $20 per canvas
at The Jazz Fest's Fabulous Festival
Fundraiser at Jonathan's July 15th 3 - 8pm.
Contact: info@aurorajazzfest.com 905-841-6893

Aurora at 15213 Yonge Street, Ste. 15 (Just south of
Wellington in the old Post Office building). Eating
Disorders of  York Region is a registered non-profit
organization. Register online or call 905-886-6632 or
email support-group@edoyr.com.

JULY 10 - JULY 31
Eating Disorders of  York Region presents a four

week program, Healing and Emotional Eating:
Using or Refusing Food to Cope with psychothera-
pist Marilyn Strauch. It  meets for four Tuesdays
starting on July 10 from 4 to 5 p.m. Individuals with
eating disorders may restrict, overeat or emotional-
ly eat in an effort to numb out or not deal with
uncomfortable negative emotions, or to reinforce a
positive mood. Unfortunately, after each episode,
there is generally increased self- criticism around
weight, body image and lack of  control; in addition
to long term negative physical conditions. The pro-
gram will take place in Richmond Hill at 115
Wertheim Court, Suite 511 (East off  West Beaver
Creek, North of  Hwy 7). Register online or call 905-
886-6632 or email support-group@edoyr.com.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 11
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents a dynamic afternoon lecture series in cele-
bration of  the ongoing gallery show Ontario Society
of  Artists Celebrates 140 Years. 1 p.m.: Eileen
Menzel, OSA, with the lecture "Say it With Mixed
Media"; 2 p.m. Janet Baker, OSA, with "Leaving
Room for Serendipity - An Artist's Evolution"; 3
p.m.:  Andrew Benyei, OSA, with "From Clay to
Bronze - Sculpting Secrets Revealed." All welcome -
free admission. Wheelchair accessible at north
entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818 or visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

THURSDAY, JULY 12
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents the All About Perspective Drawing
Workshop (adult ages 16+). Artist-instructor
Khatcho will guide in techniques focusing on natu-
ral, atmospheric and linear, as well as 1, 2 and 3-
point perspective. Registration in advance; work-
shop fee includes large-format paper. For info or to
register please call 905-713-1818; full details at
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, JULY 14
The Humber River Shakespeare Company pres-

ents Macbeth tonight at Town Park. The perform-
ance gets under way at 7 p.m. Suggested donation is
$15, but admission is pay what you can at the park.
Bring your friends, your family, a picnic, and a blan-
ket and witness swords clashing, witches enchanti-
ng, madness and mystery entwining, and war drums
pulsing! For more information visit humberriver-
shakespeare.ca or call 416-209-2026.

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents Doors Open Aurora celebrations from 10
a.m. - 4 p.m. Drop by the Centre throughout the day
for dynamic and exciting programs. Photo presenta-
tion: Postcards of  Old Aurora: The McRoberts
Collection, with Bob McRoberts on hand to answer
questions from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.; painting performanc-
es with OSA artist Alex Tavares from 10.30 a.m. - 1.30
p.m., and T. Reilly Hodgson from 1.30 - 3 p.m.;  classi-

cal piano performance featuring Oleg Samokhin at
11.45 a.m., and Valentin Bogolubov at 1.30 p.m.; com-
munity art projects and gallery visits throughout
the day. Free admission - all welcome! Wheelchair
accessible at north entrance. For info please call 905-
713-1818, or visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SUNDAY, JULY 15
Fabulous Festival Fundraiser - Jonathan's

Restaurant Sunday, July 15th, from 3 - 8 p.m. Live
jazz+ Entertainment; Beer/Wine Tasting; Visual
Arts Display and silent auction supporting the
Award Winning 2012 Aurora jazz+ Festival. RSVP:
905-841-1807. Limited seating.

SATURDAY, JULY 21
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents Sowing the Seeds of  Heritage: Artifacts
from Members of  the York-Durham Association of
Museums and Archives. Stroll through the Aurora
Room in a series of  small vignettes from YDAMA
members - from the post office and railway station,
dressmaker's shop and local farming implements, to
a homestead kitchen - and the tavern! Join us for the
Opening Reception from 1 - 4 p.m.; don't miss a
demonstration on dousing at 2 p.m.! Free admission
and light refreshments. Heritage exhibition contin-
ues through until August 28. Summer Gallery hours
Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Saturdays 12 - 4 p.m.
Wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For info
please call 905-713-1818, or visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents Celebrating Our Summer Exhibitions,
with a launch of  three art gallery shows that will
continue through the end of  August. Opening
Reception from 1 - 4 p.m.; all welcome.  "Let It Go!" A
New Installation by early career artist T. Reilly
Hodgson, "North of  60: Photography of  the Arctic"
from Ralph & Margarete Brunner (show & sale), and
"Work From Heart, Mind & Hand: A Group
Exhibition" featuring the work of  24 artists from the
Uxbridge Artist Collective. Guests will also enjoy
Portraits of  Giving 2012, opening July 19. Summer
Gallery hours Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
Saturdays from 12 noon - 4 p.m. Wheelchair accessi-
ble at north entrance. For info please call 905-713-
1818, or www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * * *
Everyone can get their car washed and support

Eating Disorders of  York Region (EDOYR) on
Saturday, July 21st at Richmond Hill Honda.
Friendly Honda employees will work their car-clean-
ing magic from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for $5 a wash. Three
dollars from every wash will benefit EDOYR's pro-
grams.

SATURDAY, JULY 28
The Aurora Historical Society and Hillary House

will host "Camp Dig It! Nature Detectives" the sec-
ond event of  Camp Hillary for kids ages seven - 11.
Cost is $15 for the day or $35 for all three camps. Pre-
registration is required and there is a maximum of
20 kids per camp. Camp runs from 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information, contact the Aurora Historical
Society at 905-727-8991. (Rain Date: August 11)

OIL AND OIL FILTER CHANGE$10OFF
$39.99 Car Care Package
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Shocks
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Steering
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Belts
Hoses

Mars Tire
297 Wellington Street East Unit #10, Aurora

905-841-8105 • xmycar.ca

This ad must be presented to receive o ers. Pricing is valid until th, 2012 only.

or

1) Lube, oil and replace oil filter to keep
your engine clean.

2) Top up all fluids, including brake,
transmission, power steering and
radiator.

3) Analyse the electrical charging system
4) Tighten all drive belts and hose clamps

if required
5) Inspect cooling system and steering

linkage components.
6) Inspect front and rear brakes.

(Regular $54 Value)
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GET READY FOR CANADA DAY!
They don’t call Aurora “Canada’s Birthday

Town” for nothing! There are a host of  activities
in and around Aurora this week to mark Canada’s
145th birthday on Sunday.

As is traditional, festivities kick off  Saturday
with Dance in the Park, which opens at Town Park
at 7 p.m. At Town Park, you can enjoy family 
activities, live local talent, and a beer garden.

Don’t party too hard, however, because
Sunday’s Canada Day Parade makes its way down
Yonge Street from Orchard Heights Boulevard to
Murray beginning at 10 a.m. The parade will be
followed at 11 a.m. with a community celebration
at Lambert Willson Park on Industrial Parkway
North which will feature a petting zoo, birds of
prey, live entertainment, including the final round
of  Aurora Teen Idol and the Glenn Marais Band, 
a ceremony reaffirming citizenship led by MP
Lois Brown and Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, and “The
Rolling Stones Show” led by Hot Rocks.

Aurora’s annual fireworks spectacular gets
underway at approximately 9.45 p.m.

SEXUAL ASSAULT CHARGES FOR AURORA MAN

An Aurora man working as a special needs
assistant at Toronto’s Owen Public School has
been charged two counts of  sexual assault and two
counts of  sexual interference Thursday after
Toronto Police responded to an incident call on
June 6. Charged is 56-year-old Guiseppe (Joe) Foti.
Police allege he assaulted two girls at the school
and believe there are more victims. Anyone with
information is asked to contact Toronto Police
Services at 416-808-3205 or anonymously with
Crime Stoppers at 416-222-TIPS.

Briefly

DAMIR
VRANCIC

LAW OFFICE 
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REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

A name you know...people you trust!
RAISED BUNGALOW WITH LOFT 

SOUTH AURORA
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York Group 
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Independently owned and operated
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Rare Offering! 4 Bdrm Raised Bungaloft W/3 Car Tandem
Grg On 1 Of The Most Prestigious Sts. In S Aurora. Private
Yard Backs To Treed Preservation. Hdwd Thru-Out, Open
Concept Kitchen & Family Rm, Lrg Loft W/4Pc Could Also
Be Perfect Work-At-Home Space. Part Fin Bsmt W/Office 
& Bright Rec Rm W/Full Length Windows. $897,500

Elegant & Updated Family Home In Sought-After Area! 5 Bdrms,
9' Ceilings, Plus Stunning Newly Finished Basement Featuring
Huge Open Concept Recreation Rm W/Quality Wood Flooring,
6th Bdrm, Full Bath, Sep. Laundry & Workshop. Gorgeous 
Private Lot, Inground Pool, Hot Tub. Many Updates In Past Few
Years Incl Top-Of-Line Windows & Doors. $1,389,000

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

Home Owners helping homeowners

SPECIAL
JUNE 26 – JUNE 30

RECYCLED PLASTIC MUSKOKA CHAIRS 

SHOP EARLY - WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!

Reg:   269    Now   229   (404P)
Side Table:  99

99 99

99$

$ $

Assorted Colours  
Perfect For Home 

Or Cottage

(9KD)

Aboriginal artists debunk stereotypes at forum
By Brock Weir

When Aboriginal
artist Todd Jamieson
arrived at the Aurora
Cultural Centre on
Thursday to mark
National Aboriginal Day
with a lecture on art and
heritage he was greeted
by an admiring volun-
teer.

The volunteer, he said,
came up to him, and halt-
ingly and hesitatingly,
waited for the right word
to come to her.

"I love your sweater, I
love your shirt, what's it
called?" she asked.

"It's a vest," came Mr.
Jamieson's simple reply.

According to Mr.
Jamieson, the volunteer
said she was looking for
some "elaborate, mystic
answer" on the origins,
history, symbolism, and
even exotic name of  his
outer garment, and it is
this kind of  thing that
Mr. Jamieson, a member
of  the Oneida of  the
Thames First Nation,
and fellow artist Alfie

Fishgap, a resident of
Bradford whose heritage
lies with the west coast
Salish people, sought to
"demystify" while in
Town.

The duo were here for
a talk on Aboriginal cul-
ture intended to bridge
gaps and shatter stereo-
types that some people
still associate with
Canada's First Nations. 

"The main stereotypes
are still there - that we're
all drunks, we're all
unemployed and we're all
on welfare," Mr.
Jamieson told The
Auroran just prior to the
discussion forum. "I am
35 years in the lumber
business and I have
never had a day of  unem-
ployment and I don't
drink."

Yet, these are stereo-
types which have been
brought very close to
home.

"My first marriage lit-
erally ended because of
[these stereotypes]," he
said. "My first wife was
from Switzerland and her

parents when they came
here, that's all they knew
- that we were drunks,
asking their daughter,
'Oh, he hasn't beat you up
yet?', or saying 'You'll be
on welfare.' I had to listen
to that in my own house,
and I said, 'No, that's it.
It's time to go,' and my
wife didn't back me up."

Mr. Jamieson said
while strides have been
made towards equality, it
doesn't exist among all
nations. He said this
could stem from the need
of  some people to "keep
people down." Looking to
survivors of  the
Residential School sys-
tem, the affects of  this
mindset become all too
real.

"[Survivors] do not
function well in main-
stream society...because
of  all the sorrow and

anguish they were put
through," he said of  the
First Nations kids who
were taken away from
their families and out of
their culture into the
state-run program. 

"When you see them,
they still look introvert-
ed and people think, 'See
what they are? They are
no better,' but it is pro-
gressing. It's like us com-
ing into the schools. I
will come in and I'm
wearing a dress shirt and
dress pants and they all
expect buckskins and a
big headdress. No, I live
in the community. I live
in Brampton and I am a
non-status native. I live
in a $500,000 home in the
heart of  the city and peo-
ple are shocked. 

"People don't perceive
us as being your neigh-

Aboriginal artists Todd Jamieson (L) and  Alfie Fishgap (R) spoke Thursday at an event hosted by the Aurora
Cultural Centre to mark National Aboriginal Day. Mr. Fishgap displayed his artwork featuring a raven during the
forum, which aimed to shatter stereotypes surrounding Canada’s first peoples.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Continued on page 20
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So, that's a wrap.
If  they haven't already, schools

are getting ready to shut down.
Students and teachers alike are
wrapping things up, ready to enjoy
the adventures the season will
bring to them. Businesses too
might be bracing for the quieter
days ahead. 

The long, sleepy days of  summer
are here. I don't know if  it is a phe-
nomenon unique to Aurora, but
unlike most species, the greater
spotted auroran seems to go into
hibernation during the summer
months rather than the winter.

Personally, I was really hoping
the threat of  a provincial election
for next month - a threat which
loomed over the past two weeks -
would actually came to fruition.
This is not to say anything of  my
personal feelings for Dalton
McGuinty's Liberals, Tim Hudak's
Progressive Conservatives, Andrea
Horwath's New Democrats, or the
Greens just waiting to get a piece of
the action - and it is not, of  course,
saying anything of  the job our
incumbent MPP has been doing
since his re-election in October
2010.

There is nothing, however, like a
good election to rouse residents
from their summer reverie, dust off
the cobwebs, and get the blood
pumping. 

For an all too brief  blip on the
radar screen it was something to
look forward to, just like the good
old days of  sitting at one's desk as a
student, keeping one eye on the
blackboard and one eye on the
clock above the door, watching the
time tick away until the last bell of
the school year. 

Back then, there was an infinite
number of  things that could be
done as soon as the bell started to
peal. As the child of  two working
parents, I was a frequent flyer at
any number of  day camps offered
in both Newmarket and Aurora.
For some reason, both my parents
were initially determined to make
me an athlete before just throwing
in the towel.

Their first attempt was at
Newmarket's late Glenway Golf
and Country Club. That was a wash
in itself. The second, much more
successful venture was at
Pickering College, which, oddly
enough, had a much higher empha-
sis on sport. 

While this one offered a bit of
everything - from arts and crafts, to
science experiments, to swimming
expeditions at St. Andrew's, to
daytrips to exotic locales like Casa
Loma - there was a huge focus on
sports like soccer and baseball. The
camps (I attended several sessions)
more often than not had a J.R.R.
Tolkein theme. 

It was a great experience and
after... Wait. Counsellors gave a
sports camp a Lord of  the Rings
theme? Hmm...all these years later,
I wonder if  that was some sort of
sick attempt to teach us irony. 

Anyway, after that, I took the
combination golf  and tennis camp
offered by St. Andrew's Valley Golf
Course and Timberlane by storm. I
was so successful on the links at St.
Andrews, that I was unofficially
appointed the designated cart driv-
er and the driver of  the ball-picker-
upper (clearly, I picked up a lot of
technical know-how there). My
time at Timberlane was less of  a
disaster. 

For those brief, shining
moments over the last couple of
weeks, I was just hoping the 2012
Provincial Election would be my
own version of  day camp. There
would be candidates to talk to,
debates to organize (with candi-

dates, staffers, and politically
minded residents to wrangle),
debates to attend, and victory par-
ties to cover, which are experiences
in their own right. But, of  course,
Ms. Horwath had to come along and
ruin all my fun!

Hope is not all lost, however. We
have news that the Yonge and
Wellington Intersection could be
closed for at least one day over a
summer weekend. We know what
that intersection is like on the best
of  days, and that veritable living
tableau of  auto-idling only got
worse starting on Wednesday when
the Region began attempts to
improve traffic signals and pedes-
trian crossings. This could be
entertaining!

Although we have been deprived
(or spared, depending on your per-
spective) of  all the fun an election
brings to our community, stand by
for a troop movement. Whichever
weekend the Region decides to
close the intersection (watch this
space), the real fun is going to be
camping out in the northeast quad-
rant and watching the whole thing
unfold.

If  residents in the area were so
concerned about people driving
through their neighbourhoods to
avoid the infamous intersection,
what is going to happen when driv-
ers have no other recourse? If  his-
tory is any indication, it is unlikely
they will turn to the logical
Industrial Parkway route. 

Are drivers going to take things
slow to avoid getting beached on
top of  a speed cushion? 

How many cars are going to be
taken off  the road, finding them-
selves hooked onto a chicane,
deciding the best way forward was
to treat these beloved beacons of
traffic calming as a challenge?

Will this be the catalyst of  resi-
dents, as Councillor Evelyn Buck
suggested over the winter, to take
their hammers and picks, and
make fast work of  the chicanes
themselves?

Forget the election, this is where
the real action will be!
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According to
Heritage Canada
the "Doors Open"
concept is simple:
Buildings of
architectural and
historical signifi-
cance, many
of  which are
not normal-
ly open to
the public,
open their doors to visi-
tors.

With this directive it
is difficult to compre-
hend how Aurora's site
selections were made
when over half  are

"Public" buildings
and others aren't
even buildings at
all.

Even more puz-
zling is why
organizers would

choose to dis-
regard the

theme of
"Defending
a Nation" as

set out by Doors Open
Ontario.

It is understood that
when one door closes,
another opens.  Aurora
proves to be the excep-
tion to that rule.

Follow Christopher on twitter@WattsTrending

Machell’s Corners 

Thanks for nothing, Ms. Horwath!

100 WATTS
Christopher Watts

Letters to the editor

THE AURORAN

More accessible parks 
are needed

As a proud member of  the Aurora accessibility advisory
committee, I am very pleased to hear that the town of  Aurora
is making steps to ensure that more parks are accessible.

As a child growing up, I did not have the same luxury of
playing in parks with my friends.

But, as the years go by, more awareness is being brought
forward and this is a great initiative.  Perhaps in the fall the
accessibility advisory committee can work with the Town and
the Parks and Recreation Dept. to come up with ways to
ensure that all parks are accessible in some way.

I have to give credit to Stephen Granger for being an advo-
cate for building/constructing the first accessible park in
Aurora.  

But as time passes it becomes clear that there needs to be
more than one accessible park in Aurora.

As Councillor Gaertner astutely pointed out, many parents
struggle to get their disabled children in the car. If  there are
more accessible parks nearby is much easier on the caregiver
or parent to drive his or her child to play.

In conclusion, this is a major step forward for accessibility
in Aurora.  Every child should have the right to play as his or
her friends do.  

Tyler Barker
Aurora

Start over on the Cultural Centre
Councillor Chris Ballard

thinks our mayor is not dem-
ocratic. I wonder if  Mr.
Ballard wants to be mayor.
The Cultural Centre has
been a mess from day one.
No one seems to know who
put the current contract
together. It was done at the
end of  the term of  our last
Council. I hear their motto
was "my way or the 
highway." 

The person who set up a
non-profit organization with
taxpayers' money (a few mil-
lion by now) is not democrat-
ic, Mr. Ballard. 

If  you think the Cultural

Centre was set up by a demo-
cratic group then you are not
thinking very clearly. 

Here we are with two
groups negotiating a new
contract, each using taxpay-
ers' money. Why should 
taxpayer money be used to
set up a group that you have
no control over? 

Stop the money flow and
start over. If  taxpayers'
money is used our system
states the mayor and Council
are the control point, not the
Cultural Centre.

R.W. Hanes
Aurora



Page 5THE AURORAN, Tuesday, June 26, 2012

The House has risen following a pro-
ductive, orderly and hard-working session
at the House of  Commons. As promised,
our government has continued to keep
taxes low and to set the conditions for job
creation and economic growth in
Newmarket-Aurora and across the coun-
try. 

In addition to passing Bill C-38, the
Jobs, Growth and Long-term Prosperity
Act which implements many important
measures from Economic Action Plan
2012, accomplishments of  the session
include: 

Passage of  the Copyright
Modernization Act, Bill C-11, represent-
ing the culmination of  extensive consulta-
tions which will support the creation of
high-quality jobs in the digital and cre-
ative sectors by modernizing Canada's
copyright rules.

Passage of  the Protecting Canada's
Immigration System Act to further
improve Canada's asylum system with
measures to crack down on human smug-
gling and the introduction of  biometric
technology to prevent known criminals,
failed and deported refugee claimants
from obtaining visas using fake identifi-
cation and by doing so, facilitate legiti-
mate travel to Canada.

Passage of  the Safe
Streets and
Communities Act deliver-
ing a key campaign com-
mitment to Canadians and
victims of  crime by doing
so within the first 100 days
of  Parliament. The Act re-
introduces reforms to;
increase the penalties for
sexual offences against
children and serious drug
crimes, better protect
Canadians from violent
and repeat young offend-
ers, end House Arrest for serious and vio-
lent crimes, eliminate pardons for serious
crimes, enshrine a victim's right to partic-
ipate in parole hearings and prevent the
trafficking and exploitation of  vulnerable
immigrants.  

Instituting New Federal Income
Support for Parents of  Murdered or
Missing Children to help ease the finan-
cial hardship of  parents struggling to
cope with the death or disappearance of  a
child which occurred as a result of  a
crime. 

Amending the Telecommunications
Act allowing Canadian families to have
more choices at lower prices for wireless
services, including specific measures to

support rural areas. 
S t r e n g t h e n i n g

Canada's retirement
system by passing the
Pooled Registered
Pension Plans Act, mak-
ing available a new low-
cost, easily accessible,
privately administered
pension option. 

Passing the Citizen's
Arrest and Self-Defence
Act to clarify the law on
citizen's arrest and
streamline the laws 

on self-defence. 

With nearly 760,000 net new jobs across
Canada since 2009, 90 per cent of  them full
time, our Economic Action Plan is work-
ing to strengthen our economy and sup-
port Canadians.

I would also like to draw your attention
to a call for proposals for the Social
Development Partnerships Program -
Disability Component (SDPP-D) which
launched on June 22, 2012. The call is open
to all of  Canada and will close on August
17, 2012. 

Canadian not-for-profit organizations
can receive up to $250,000 per year for up
to three years for projects that support the

Government of  Canada's commitments
under the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of  Persons with Disabilities.
Projects must focus on one or more of  the
following priorities: active living, accessi-
bility, vulnerable populations and increas-
ing awareness of  disability-related issues.
For more information please visit
www.hrsdc.gc.ca/eng/community_partne
rships.  

Nominations for the Newmarket-
Aurora Queen's Jubilee Medal remain
open until September 5. If  you know an
outstanding individual in our community
who exemplifies the meaning of  volun-
teer service, consider nominating them
for this prestigious honour. Nomination
forms can be obtained at
www.loisbrown.ca or by contacting my
office.

The Governor General's Awards in
Commemoration of  the Persons Case is
also looking to recognize Canadians who
have made outstanding contributions to
advance the equality, rights or opportuni-
ties of  women. Nominations close July 17
and forms can be found at
www.women.gc.ca or through my office.

If  you would like to contact me on
these or any other issue, please call 905-
953-7515 or email Lois.Brown@parl.gc.ca.
I would love to hear from you.

Loyal readers will recall that a few
weeks ago I wrote about my third favourite
column out of  the two hundred and fifty
seven that I have penned since 2006.

My second favourite column is really
two columns; they were both about the ice
hockey rink that I built for my (then) three
year old son in our backyard. The first col-
umn was about the actual construction of
the rink. 

This was how that first column ended:
"For my own protection, I won't reveal

here the capital cost or the water bills for
my rink; it is a little bit frosty at this time of
year to be banished to the backyard shed
(and it still has no heating or TSN or the
Golf  Channel). But I will tell you that, in
comparison to my endeavour, the project
manager for the Olympic Stadium in
Montreal did a truly magnificent job."

The second column was entitled, "Ryan
and the Rink" and was published on March
9th, 2007:

Those of  you who read last week's col-
umn may recall that I had a bit of  a cost
over-run regarding my son's backyard hock-
ey rink.

When I use the term "bit" of  a cost over-
run, I use it in the same way that one thinks
of  "military intelligence" or "government
accountability." Just think "Gun Registry" -
only bigger and much more costly. 

I also use the word "bit" in its most rela-

tive fashion. 
Let me just state for the

record that the rink did in
fact cost somewhat less
than the Gross National
Product of  the Republic of
Togo.

Well, at least the rink is
now up and operational
and Ryan is using it
twelve hours a day and I
can't seem to get him
inside for dinner.

It has not exactly been
how I envisioned. 

Like all good
Canadian fathers, I hope that my son likes
hockey and will hopefully play the game. 

I will have to live - hockey wise - vicari-
ously through Ryan. The last organized
"old timers" game (I don't like that term)
that I played a couple of  years ago, I was
(honest truth!) "minus three" after the open-
ing shift. 

I was the starting centre who lost three
draws in quick succession and the puck was
in the back of  the net three times before the
game was one-and-a-half  minutes old. I
wanted to stay out on the ice for a fourth -
but my teammates thought that I had done
enough damage for one shift. But, I digress.

I have visions of  my son playing for the
Aurora Junior Tigers at age thirteen, going

pro at fourteen and then
hoisting the Stanley
Cup as Captain of  the
Leafs at age seventeen.
If  this is going to be the
case, I had better get a
move on. Time is a
wasting. 

Heck, I even had a
day-by-day schedule
drawn up for him. This
would be a typical
Saturday for my three
year old:

Wake up: 5:59 a.m.
Calisthenics: 6:05 a.m. to 6:30 a.m.
Breakfast: 6:31 a.m.to 6:44 a.m.
Push Ups & Sit ups: 6:44 a.m. to 
6:59 a.m.
Forward Skating: 7:00 a.m. to 11:59 a.m.
Lunch: 12 p.m. to 12:14 p.m. 
Backward skating: 12:15 p.m.  to 5 p.m. 
Shooting: 5:01 p.m.  to 6 p.m. 
Dinner: 6:01 p.m.  to 6:20 p.m. 
Skating around pylons: 6:21 p.m. to 
9 p.m. 
Free Time: 9:01 p.m.  to 9:09 p.m. 
Bedtime: 9:10 p.m. 

I believe that both the Canadian Hockey
Association and the Aurora Minor Hockey
Association endorse the program noted
above.

During the week, I was hoping to employ
the traditional Canadian ratio of  education
to hockey: ninety to ten. That is ninety min-
utes of  hockey for every ten minutes of  book
learning.

As a coach trying to hone my son's skills
to a fine edge, I find that reading, writing
and arithmetic is way over rated.

I understand that, according to
Canadian administrative laws, an "X" is
good enough for signing a professional con-
tract. Sounds good to me.

As his agent, I will only take fifty-four
percent of  his after tax earnings for a peri-
od not to exceed twenty-six years. Can you
say "bargain"?

Hey, does anyone have the name of  the
Aurora Minor Hockey Registrar? I can't
wait to volunteer my unique services as a
coach or general manager.

My son cannot skate yet. He has played
on the rink - in his boots - exactly twice.
Based upon his usage thus far, and project-
ing this out, at a cost of  say, $150 per hour,
would mean that I would recover the capital
cost of  the hockey rink, best as I can figure,
sometime between September and October
2029.

I'll bet that Julie just can't wait for me to
install that putting green and sand trap for
Ryan this spring.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Poll Results

NEW POLL
www.theauroran.com

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.

Aurora is considering ways to celebrate 

the Town’s 150th birthday next year. 

While a number of  events could be in 

the pipeline, debate has surrounded 

who should plan the festivities. 

Who do you think should oversee the plans?

a)    A Project manager costing upwards of $60,000?
b)    A volunteer citizen committee
c)     Don’t Know

10%
A
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B

20%
C(1) (7) (2)
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Ottawa Report

“Second Favourite” columns

Did you know the earliest
known example of a piano
made by a Toronto design-
er resides right here in
Aurora? This piano, which
was made by John Morgan
Thomas around 1850, is
part of the Hillary House
collection. Its rarity has
been recognized by the
Federal Government, and
it is one of many items up
for “adoption” from the
Aurora Historical Society.
Through the Adopt-an-
Artefact program, sup-
porters of Aurora’s her-
itage will be able to “own”
a piece of it for one year.
Those who adopt, which
begins at $150 per item,
will receive an adoption
certificate and a photo of
their artefact to display at
home. For more 
information on this
fundraising campaign,
contact the AHS at 
905-727-8991 or commu-
nity@aurorahs.com.
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

Cooking For A Cause
Fundraiser 

Wednesday, July 25th, 12pm 
Newmarket Senior Centre 

Join us for a diabetes-friendly 
BBQ in support of Canadian 

Diabetes Association. 
Please RSVP. Donations appreciated.

At Chartwell, they’re just down the hall
Ernie is once again part of an active community. Not only is he 

making new firends, but he is back to doing the things he’s always 
enjoyed. Like your friends just down the hall? We can help. 

Park Place 
Manor

RETIREMENT 
RESIDENCE

15055 Yonge St., Aurora
905-727-2952

Visit us online at 
www.chartwellreit.ca

Chance  to WIN a  42" TV

Hey, Buddy...can you spare $250k?
Aurora Council could!  
At last Tuesday's General Committee meeting, we

were asked to approve an additional $250k ($1.5 million
project) to build an artificial turf  at Stewart Burnett
Park next year.  

The agenda had $1.28 million in non-approved budg-
et items.  

$250k of  that non-approved money was to be added
to the $1.5 million budget to build the new turf  in 2013
and not wait for the 2C (new homes which will be build
west of  Leslie between Wellington and St. John's) to be
started within a year or so.  

The 2C developers' engineers are willing to re-con-
figure their storm water management pond (SWMP) to
accommodate the new field, removing the need to re-
configure the SWMP that is currently in the way.  

The additional earth that is currently sitting on the
site (removed when the Baseball facility was built)
could be used to fill the SWMP that is in the way, and
provide additional parking. 

Our report recommended the re-configuration 
of  the existing one, which would cost the Town 

$250k extra.
I understand the need for more playing fields.  I am

a big soccer fan and play myself.  My children are part
of  AYSC.  I also understand that rugby and football are
in need of  a facility.  My issue is the justification to
spending an additional $250k in order to have the field
a year early.  

We have earmarked $1.5 million in the 2012 budget
to build this field with only the design approved.  

In addition, the funds for this project are coming
from Development Charges Reserve, a fund that is cur-
rently in a deficit with the hopes of  the 2C develop-
ment to recharge the account; one more reason to wait
until we have the financial resources before we build.  

It appears that more and more municipalities are
moving towards artificial turfs with the hopes of
extending the playing season and reducing annual
maintenance.

Our Tuesday night report identified 10,000 hours of
use on the Sheppards Bush turf  over the past 5 years,
compared to 3,567 for the same period at Fleury Park.
Math is not my strength and I will probably get it

wrong, but let's try. 10,000 hours over five years (9
months/yr) is about 7.4 hours every day, seven days a
week of  play on the field.  That's a big number.  

Fleury Park is about 4.7 hours (5 months/yr. shorter
playing season) every day, seven days a week.  Sounds a
little more accurate but still a little hard to compre-
hend.  My point in this exercise is that we need to
demonstrate with a high degree of  accuracy the need
for the facility.

Four councillors did not approve the item on
Tuesday night, which meant it was defeated [in a tie] as
the Mayor was away.

I expect a good showing of  user groups to attend
Tuesday night’s meeting for the final approval.  I also
expect one of  the four councillors who agreed with the
report to pull the item from the agenda and have it dis-
cussed again as we will have a full council and a new
vote will most likely take place.  

Not sure where the Mayor stands on the issue, but,
unless there is a change of  heart and the Mayor agrees
with the field, it's a go!  

What I really hope is that the facts are discussed,
that a decision is made in the best interest of  all, and
that, no matter who or how many voters are in the
chambers, members of  council are strong enough to
make good decisions for the good of  the entire commu-
nity.

Councillor John Gallo
Aurora

Town responds to reader’s letter
I would like to

address concerns
raised recently in The
Auroran regarding
road work and tree pro-
tection on Spruce
Street.

Road reconstruction
is underway on Spruce
Street, Walton Drive
and Keystone Court,
involving the removal
of  asphalt, re-paving
and some sidewalk
replacement. The work
is anticipated to be
complete this fall, with
final road paving to
take place next year.

In keeping with our
standard practice,
notices were sent in
advance to all homes in
the construction area
outlining the work tak-
ing place.

Road reconstruction
is essential for main-
taining a reliable trans-
portation network for

residents and business-
es. However, these
efforts do create 
temporary disruption
in and around con-
struction zones, includ-
ing to landscaping and
trees along Town-
owned boulevards. 

The health of  our
trees is considered
throughout the design
and construction
process on all projects.
This includes establish-
ing a full inventory,
assessing tree health,
creating a plan to mini-
mize potential impacts
to the trees and moni-
toring for a two-year
period.

T o w n  s t a f f  
works closely with 
contractors and the
community to ensure
the long-term health of
the trees, through a
system of  watering,
pruning, fertilizing,

landscaping and pro-
tecting exposed roots,
where applicable.

The Town is commit-
ted to completing road
reconstruction on
Spruce Street, Walton
Drive and Keystone
Court diligently and
successfully, which
includes preserving
our neighbourhood
trees. The Town contin-
ually evaluates envi-
ronmental protection
measures on all infra-
structure projects and
will make every effort
to ensure that these
measures are followed
during this reconstruc-
tion project. 

We are committed to
continuous improve-
ment and frequently
review our practices to
ensure an excellent
level of  service is pro-
vided to our residents. 

We encourage and

Brown responds to charity criticisms
Charities play an incredibly

important role. 
Given the generous tax advan-

tages associated with charitable
status and amount of  public and
private money involved Canadians
expect nothing less than proper
oversight of  this valuable sector by
their government. 

In Economic Action Plan 2012,
our gover nment announced that
charities would be required to be
more transparent and more
accountable to Canadians when it
comes to their activities. On March
29, 2012, the Minister of  Finance
presented the 2012 federal budget
which proposes several measures
related to compliance and trans-
parency with respect to political
activities carried on by registered
charities and registered Canadian
amateur athletic associations
(RCAAAs). 

Charities are specifically permit-
ted to devote some of  their
resources to ancillary and inciden-
tal non-partisan political activities.
This allowance was extended to
RCAAAs in the 2011 federal budget.
While there are no changes in this
regard, Budget 2012 does propose
certain amendments to ensure that
all funding intended for political
activities is reported in a charity's
annual information return. Budget
2012 also proposes to increase
transparency by requiring more
information about political activi-

ties, including the extent to which
funding from foreign sources is
used to carry on political activities. 

The proposed amendments do not
change what constitutes a political
activity, but rather where funds are
given from one registered charity
or a registered Canadian amateur
athletic association to another
qualified donee. 

Currently, under the act, where
these kinds of  gifts are made, it's
automatically considered to be for
charitable purposes for the charity
giving the gift. What the provision
does is simply provide a look-
through rule that says to look at the
purpose of  the gift, and if  a pur-
pose of  the gift is to support politi-
cal activities of  the recipient and
the qualified donee, then that will
be considered a political activity
for the registered charity or
RCAAA.

Budget 2012 will also provide the
Charities Directorate with addi-
tional resources to allow for the
enhancement of  education and com-
pliance activities in the area of
political activities.  

These changes are intended to
ensure that Canadians receive tax
relief  for donations made to organi-
zations carrying out activities of
significance to, and in the interest
of, the Canadian public.

Lois Brown, MP
Newmarket-Aurora

appreciate ongoing resi-
dent input and will con-
tinue our efforts to
address any concerns.
Residents with ques-
tions or concerns are
encouraged to contact
p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r
N o r m a n  W h i t l e y.
Norman can be contact-
ed on-site or at 905-727-
3123 ext. 4376.

Ilmar Simanovskis
Director of
Infrastructure and
Environmental Services
Town of Aurora
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Last week, were you
one of  those seniors
who wished it were
still winter? 

In case you didn't
notice, the tempera-
ture was in the mid-
30s, or 95 degrees for
those us who are not
yet up on Celsius.

Some people find
that kind of  heat
absolutely unbearable,
unlike me who doesn't
mind much at all.

That's not to say I don't get hot. It
just doesn't bother me much because
it's so easy to cool down. Sit me in
front of  a fan and I'm fine. The
biggest indicator that tells me just
how hot it is, is when my eyes sweat.
That's when your vision gets blurry
for no apparent reason but the heat.

If  the fan isn't quite enough, I
place a cool facecloth around my
neck. Did you know that wiping your-
self  down with rubbing alcohol can
be very effective? I learned that
while working at Sunnybrook
Hospital, no air conditioning, and
feeling a bit woozy in 98 degree heat
that felt like 112. 

In worse case scenarios, I head to
the swimming pool at the Aurora
Leisure Complex. If  you like this
option, the seniors' swim runs
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11
a.m. to 11.30 a.m. Or you can go
Monday to Friday from 11.30 a.m. to 1
p.m. during the regular adult swim.

Another favorite place is a forest
that somehow manages to provide a
cool refuge regardless of  the exces-
sive temperatures. Being a nature
nut, I find the forest and lush gar-
dens extremely refreshing.

My dog and I frequently take
lengthy walks in the Arboretum
behind the Aurora Seniors' Centre.
This is probably our favorite walk. It
includes a huge pond that welcomed
several white swans. What a treat to
see them gracefully gliding across
the water.

If  this is something you would
enjoy, here's some news.

Arboretum offers a learning expe-
rience

On Canada Day, the Arboretum
directors are planning a special day
for families at the Lambert Willson
Park (at the Leisure Complex access)
and Arboretum areas. You can see
maps and photos depicting how the
Arboretum is growing and hear
about the plans for the future.

The Arboretum team planted 688
trees and shrubs in the spring, bring-
ing the total to over 1,700 plantings.
They also planted 419 flowering trees
and shrubs in Flora Aurora. Stroll
through the area and read the dedi-

cated name plaques and
plant identifications. I
spotted one rather inter-
esting tree behind the
Seniors' Centre. I'd love
one in my yard because
of  its unusual thick leaf
arrangement. 

Benches have been
installed throughout the
Arboretum where you
can relax and enjoy the
serenity and the song
birds as they flit from
tree to tree.

A gravel path makes access con-
venient for wheelchairs as well as
walkers, so no one has to miss out on
this pleasant experience.
Unfortunately, last I saw, the gravel
path did not encircle the wonderful
pond.

Cooling centre
Now that summer has arrived,

we're sure to get more sweltering
days like we did last week. If  you
really want to get out of  the heat, the
Centre is a welcome cooling centre.
Drop by and relax in air conditioned
comfort throughout the heat of  the
day. 

Sit in the lounge or library and
catch up on some reading. Strike up
conversations with others seniors,
perhaps make a new friend.
Participate in or observe any of  the
ongoing games: cards, parlor games,
table tennis, billiards, bingo, etc. Or
spend some time working on a proj-
ect in the Work Shop or in the Let's
Create activity. 

Recently, someone donated an
organ that is sitting in the lounge,
waiting for a senior to sit down a
play it. Will it be you?

Centre membership growing
The total Aurora senior members

at the end of  May is 1,194 and grow-
ing. Each day is fully booked with
many different activities geared
towards the interests of  the member-
ship. New ideas are always welcome
for consideration to enable the
Centre to keep the activities current
with changing needs. 

People needed for Canada Day
This is my last chance to remind

you about the Canada Day float that
the Aurora Seniors' Centre is enter-
ing into the town parade on July 1. If
you would like to walk along with the
float, or be one of  the few riders, con-
tact Ron Coe at the Centre by the end
of  this week. The more the merrier!

For more information on the
Aurora Seniors' Centre and all it has
to offer, drop by 90 John West Way,
visit the web site
www.auroraseniors.ca, email auro-
raseniors@rogers.com or call 905-
726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Monday to Friday

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

You know it's hot when your eyes sweat

I want to share  my
story. My back pain was
horrible.    I tried pain
medication at first. But it
didn’t provide lasting
relief.  It hurt so bad I
couldn’t even pick up my
children without winc-
ing from the pain.  I went
to my doctor but he told
me I would just have to
live with the pain and
take muscle relaxants
and painkillers whenev-
er my pain became bad.
But it only got worse.  

I tried physiotherapy
and massage too - but
without lasting relief. 

I was about to look
into surgery when  I
spoke to a friend who
suggested I try a differ-
ent approach that had
worked for him. 

My friend told me  he
found great information
about  back pain from a
complimentary work-
shop he  attended.  He
told me he learned  
effective ways  to get rid
of  his pain. And it

worked for him! 
I admit it seemed to

good to be true. But it
obviously worked for my
friend. Regardless,  
I went to the workshop
and  learned a lot.  
I applied what I learned
and gave it a little time.  
I can now honestly  say
my back pain is  a thing
of  the past.  It’s remark-
able.     

You are likely frus-
trated by  having to suf-
fer with ongoing back
pain or stiffness.  But
you may also be con-
cerned on your depend-
ency on pain pills … and
their possible  side
effects.  

You may have heard
that there can be serious
health risks associated
with regular use, or over-
use,  of  pain pills. These
risks include  damage to
the  liver, kidneys or gut.   

I learned that
although the pain killing
drugs are designed to
numb the pain they do

not correct the underly-
ing root causes of  most
back pain.  

Most doctors focus on
medications or physio-
therapy to give relief
but sufferers need to be
aware that there are
additional choices avail-
able for most cases of
back pain  that are effec-
tive, natural and safe.  

To help sufferers an
upcoming workshop is
scheduled to reveal ways
to provide lasting back
pain relief  by addressing
the problem at its root.
This eye opening infor-
mation has helped many
sufferers change their
lives forever.   

As a community serv-
ice this workshop is free.

The workshop will be
held on  Wed July 4 from
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm. at the
King West Wellness
Centre 141 King Rd., Unit
10, Richmond Hill.
Seating is limited.

To make reservations
call (877) 334-2785    

Back Pain Workshop to
Reveal Powerful Secrets
for Lasting Relief 

Advertorial

A word of thanks
On behalf  of  the

Aurora Historical Society,
I would like to thank The
Auroran for its coverage
of  our most recent adven-
ture in heritage, Then &
Now: Fashion Show and
Strawberry Tea.  

It's wonderful to see
that The Auroran contin-
ues its long history of
heritage support as it
grows and prospers
under new management!

What a great day it
was! Our guests enjoyed a
variety of  teas generous-
ly donated by Bonsai Hill
Tea House, as well as pas-
tries donated by Hurst
Bakery, Nino D'Aversa
Bakery and M & M's,

while being entertained
with the hilarious (and
somewhat steamy at
times) commentary of
historian Nancy McLeod.

Our most grateful
thanks to the many vol-
unteer models who
arrived early to be
dressed and did a lot of
waiting around, especial-
ly Mayor Dawe and
Councillors Pirri and
Ballard for taking time
from their busy sched-
ules.

Our volunteer kitchen
help and servers did an
amazing job of  making
sure the food looked beau-
tiful and our guests were
taken care of. Thank you

for jumping into the proj-
ect with such enthusi-
asm.

A big thank you to
Grace Harvey of  Yellow
Orange Salon and Spa for
donating her time and tal-
ent onsite for the day, cre-
ating beautiful Victorian-
inspired hairstyles.  

To The Auroran, the
generous donors of  the
silent auction items, the
volunteers and, of  course,
our guests, we thank you
for supporting Hillary
House as we celebrate its
150th anniversary and
beyond.

Patricia Wallace
Aurora Historical Society

Letter to the editor
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Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Call 1-877-782-5865 and speak to one of 
our Service Reps to arrange a day and time for 
delivery.

2. On the day of service one of our Drivers will 
come and deliver the Mini-Bin.

3. Once you have filled the Mini-Bin, call and 
our Driver will come back to pick it up and 
take it away.

It’s That Simple!
For pricing in your area please call

1.877.782.JUNK

Mini-Bin Services 
Are Ideal For:

can think of...

materials in our Mini-Bins: tires, 
chemicals, solvents, oils and 
hazardous waste. If you are 
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for 
delivery and pick-up:

Monday to Saturday:
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a 
friendly and professional service 
by both our Service Reps and 
Drivers.
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• Commercial/Business Law 
• Corporate Law 

• Real Estate 

PETER E. REISS B.A., LL.B. 

Tel: 905 727 2500   Email: law@p-reiss.com

Results–Focused Service

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

www.tholiver.com  905.727.4258
Service You Can Trust. Since1924

NOW ON!NOW ON!
Call for detailsSale Sale 

 Air Conditioner 

Yonge and Wellington could have weekend closure
owner to try and see if  there is ability for us to make a
widening area there which would allow for the addition
of  some turn lanes.

"If  we can get some property there, we think it would
be possible to create back-to-back eastbound and west-
bound left turn lanes which is really the biggest opera-
tional concern at that intersection. It would allow
through traffic to move much better."

Mr. Dillon appeared before Councillors at last
Tuesday's general committee to explain the current
project at the intersection. He noted since the current
signals' installation in about 1974, there have been
numerous maintenance issues and underground faults
plaguing the system. These have included a pole fire,
lights going out due to underground faults, crosswalk
buttons not working, and underground ducts reaching
capacity.

At Council, however, he added these scheduled

improvements could go towards improving pedestrian
safety as well, reducing pedestrian crossing distances.

"What we will be doing is straightening out and
slightly pulling back from the pedestrian crossings," he
said. "This takes them out of  the radius and shortens
the overall distance curb to curb. The most significant
impact is on the north side. That crossing distance will
change from approximately 18 metres down to just over
15, so there is a three metre shortening of  that crossing
distance.

"We will be shortening the distance, shortening the
time pedestrians need to be on the street, and hopefully
therefore be increasing the operation."

Mr. Dillon said there is no fixed timeline yet on when
the project will be completed, but it will be done by the
end of  the summer. This schedule, however, would be
considerably shortened, he added, if  the Yonge and
Wellington intersection could be closed completely for a
day or two over a weekend to allow more work to be
done. So, drivers beware!

"There are a couple of  different approaches that we
can take," he said. "One is looking at a more substantial
closure for a weekend day and doing a substantial
amount of  closure work all in that period. That is some-
thing that has been proposed by our contractor. 

"How it is written in the contract is they will main-
tain one lane of  traffic in all directions at all times. If
we're maintaining access at all times, the schedule is
going to stretch out and it is going to take longer to com-
plete. If  we can get in there and do a closure over the
weekend it will substantially reduce the schedule."

From page 1

Parents want students to face the music...properly
By Brock Weir

The school year may
have wound down for most
students, but the fight might
just be beginning for local
parents of  band students. 

Members of  the Band
Parents' Association at
Aurora High School (AHS)
comprised, as the name sug-
gests, of  area parents whose
children are in high school
bands, are getting ready to
take their concerns to the
province over policies in
replacing high school music
teachers. 

The parents concerns lie
in the fact there is nothing
in the Education Act which
requires schools to replace
outgoing music teachers
with teachers with similar
backgrounds and qualifica-
tions.

The issue recently came
to a head at Aurora High

School when it took the
school board a significant
amount of  time to find an
adequate replacement for a
departing music teacher.
While, after a long search, a
teacher with a music back-
ground was eventually
found to fill the gap, other
schools across the province
might not be as lucky.

"We understand some of
the possible outcomes will
be people who have no back-
ground at all as music teach-
ers in Grade Nine and 10
music and it just seems
unacceptable," said Steve
Falk of  the Band Parents'
Association. "We fired off  [a
letter to the York Region
District School Board] in
early June. We found out last
week that they actually
found a music teacher who
was a specialist in music to
fill the post, but then she
also told us that doesn't

change the legislation
which says if  we didn't hap-
pen to stumble across this
music teacher we probably
would have been forced,
through the collective agree-
ment, to replace the post
with somebody from the
school who is unqualified to
teach music."

Mr. Falk said the
Association is going to take
their concerns to Ontario's
Ministry of  Education to
find out who changed the
rule and why.

"The word from the
Board is it has been in the
last two years, so it is some-
thing we want to keep a tab
on," he said. "As the Band
Parent Association, we will
try to make some enquiries
to the shoulders that policy
decision rests on."

The School Board told
The Auroran that the Board
hires teachers with "the
qualifications necessary in
Accordance with the
Education Act."

"The Education Act does
not stipulate that for a
teacher to teach music they
have to have musical qualifi-
cations," said Licinio
Miguelo, spokesperson for
the board. "We have heard
these concerns and we
appreciate these concerns,
and it is certainly our intent
to continue the music pro-
gram at Aurora High
School. There are generally
some instances where this is
impossible [for qualified
replacements] to occur, so in
some cases with a teacher
with musical qualifications
doesn't have seniority at the
school, they might be moved
because of  that in accor-
dance with our collective
agreements."

Indeed, it appears that
these parties all look to the
collective agreements as the
root cause of  this issue,

including Aurora-King
Trustee Peter Adams-
Luchowski. He said he had a
personal background as a
music teacher and has seen
the change first hand.

"I had the musical qualifi-
cation, but not the teaching
degree to go with it and at
the time there was a loop-
hole in the legislation that
allowed me to teach, but
specifically a music teacher
is not a separate qualifica-
tion to delivering the cur-
riculum," he said.

"We had a situation
where there was a retire-
ment and then declining
enrollment which caused a
surplus and the person who
got surplussed was the
music teacher and that is
just union rules. We have no
effect on that after decades
of  precedent. We were able
to get away with it because
eventually we were able to
find a music teacher with
enough tenure after a while
that took the job. Going for-
ward, should it happen
again, we would be in the
same situation because col-
lective bargaining seems to
trump student achievement
and there is nothing we can
do about it."

The trustee said he would
like to see some changes
introduced as a "safeguard"
for situations like this. 

"I would like to see...a sen-
iority bump to people who
do the extracurricular work
rather than just get older,
but that is a political thing
and Queen's Park would
have to deal with it.

"To all of  the young peo-
ple who have teaching
degrees who aren't able to
find jobs, I encourage them
to find some additional 
qualifications [rather] than
just sitting home and 
waiting, and music sure
would be a good one."

Aurora’s Concert in the Park series gets off to an unof-
ficial early start this week when the Thursday Night
Jam “Groovestra” plays Town Park Wednesday at 7 p.m.
at the band shell. Admission to the concert is free, but
donations to the Aurora Food Pantry would be appre-
ciated by organizers. Rehearsing for the big night on
Sunday were (left to right) Trish Dynes, Marnie
Hayden, and Steve Falk.

Auroran photo by David Falconer



"I cannot justify the
$250,000 premium to
advance this," said
Councillor John Gallo. He
said he rejected the idea
that this cost would be
borne by developers and
not taxpayers because, "at
the end of  the day, it's still
one taxpayer." 

As a private citizen he
said he has rented out the
artificial turf  field at
Sheppard's Bush for vari-
ous reasons, but added it
is very difficult for a pri-
vate citizen to access the
facilities when the Aurora
Youth Soccer Club uses it
most of  the time. He ques-
tioned how much money
groups like the AYSC
should put forward for
field construction if  they
are going to be the pri-
mary users.

"I have heard from
more than one person say-
ing, 'It's great to spend $1

million, but I can't use it, I
have to pay to use it, but
even if  I want to pay to use
it there is no time avail-
able at all,' and that is a
problem,” he said.

In his report to
Council, Mr. Downey said
the multi-use field was
originally earmarked for
construction in 2011 to
address needs for field
space identified in the
Town's Parks and
Recreation Master Plan.

"This particular facili-
ty, along with the newly
constructed sports field at
St. Maximilian Kolbe
High School will help in
addressing the needs of
rugby, football and soccer
users who are now faced
with limited field opportu-
nities due to both growth
in their programs and the
absence of  suitable
fields," said Mr. Downey in
his report, going on to cite
the durability of  artificial
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Chris Hrynyk 
Insurance Representative

For a free life insurance quote 
please visit

www.canadacoverage.com

Tel: 289-466-5196
chrynyk@monarchwealth.ca

www.monarchwealth.ca
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Term Life • Whole Life 
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Disability • Segregated Funds

A & F Hair Elite

In the Aurora Shopping Centre

Barbershop & Hairstyling
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Frank has been with
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FAN MAN

 
Tuesday –Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

www.thefanman.ca

on “FANS AND LIGHTING” 
New UPHOLSTERY LINE 

and FURNISHINGS, 
with a designer on staff. 

“Wow”
Has never been easier! 

Introducing Lavie by Design Interiors 
Phone for an Appointment 

AMAZING DEALS ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

It’s hard for everyone to get field time: Gallo
turf.

"The synthetic turf
facility at Sheppard's
Bush has been in service
now for five seasons and
has logged more than
10,000 hours of  use with
no evidence of  wear or
failure," he said. "Over the
same period, annual
maintenance associated
with grooming and clean-
ing of  the surface
required 250 hours of  staff
labour and equipment. 

"By comparison,
Fleury Park's natural
grass senior soccer field
has logged 3,567 hours of
use over the same period
with an annual mainte-
nance requirement of  535
hours of  staff  labour,
equipment, materials and
supplies."

"I think it is important
to be able to justify who is

asking for this, how much
time do they want on this,
and quite frankly, what
are they willing to con-
tribute to this," added
Councillor Gallo. "Quite
frankly, it is an expensive
facility and the taxpayers
are paying for it."

The recommendation
failed to carry in a tie
vote. Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe was not at the meet-
ing. After General
Committee, Councillor
John Abel expressed frus-
tration that the plan was
not moved forward, but
said it would be pulled for
discussion at this week's
Council meeting. 

"By [delaying this]
we're denying that oppor-
tunity for up to four years,
which is a generation of
high school," he said. 

By Brock Weir

A development promising business and retail
space across Wellington from the Walmart plaza is
expected to become one step closer to reality this
week.

Council is set to approve an official plan amend-
ment for a new hybrid development at 1623 Wellington
Street East, near Highway 404, which would comple-
ment the plaza to the north, but as this project will be
situated in what is supposed to be Aurora's newest
business park, questions remained on whether the
development will bring an adequate number of  jobs to
Town.

The matter was debated at committee level last
week for the seven building project, which will
include three storey office buildings and one storey
buildings for commercial retail space. The developers
of  the project and the Town have agreed to a compro-
mise where 1.5 square metres of  business space would
be provided for every single square metre of  retail. 

"Although the subject applications propose stand-
alone commercial retail uses that were not contem-
plated within the Business Park area, on a Town-wide
scale the subject applications represent appropriate
development for the area and assist in achieving the
Town's objectives of  intensifying employment areas,
providing a mix of  compatible employment and com-
mercial retail uses that complements the
Wellington/404 corridor," said Marco Ramunno,
Aurora's Director of  Planning, in a report to Council.

"It does not detract from the site's principal use,
namely employment uses."

Representing the developers at last week's General
Committee meeting was Wendy Nott. She said she and
the developers largely agreed with the recommenda-
tions before Councillors that evening. Although she
said they initially planned for a one to one ratio for
business versus retail space, there was some satisfac-
tion with this compromise.

"We have had negotiations with staff  from our last
meeting, but we have reached a level of  comfort
where we think there is a balance of  public interest in
securing the public uses and the private economic
interests of  the developer and we think that ratio is
appropriate," said Ms. Nott, when asked by Councillor
Paul Pirri how amenable they would be to increasing
this ratio to 2:1. 

This was something Councillor Pirri pressed on
with when the matter came up for discussion, howev-
er Mr. Ramunno reiterated the applicant initially did-
n't even want to go above a 1:1 ratio. Nevertheless, the
Councillor moved a motion calling for the change, but
it failed to gain enough steam at the table.

"Pulling a number and saying 2 to 1 is fine, but I
don't hear anything to substantiate the reasoning,"
said Councillor John Abel. "I think the developer has
shown considerable leeway in how to develop this and
it seems to me if  they can get this up and we allow
them to set up some commercial space so they can
recoup and attract potential development...a 50 per
cent increase is significant."

For Councillor Evelyn Buck, she said she was opti-
mistic about the developers' plans and in the "confi-
dence" developers have shown in Aurora's future. 

"I think when this gets built, hopefully without
delays, and these units are rented out, that in itself
builds a different impression of  what land can be
used for," said Councillor Buck. "With new develop-
ment, the further we move from the rural impression
of  the area, the more we create an urban impression
and there isn't a better swap anywhere than at the
404."

Councillors such as Wendy Gaertner and Chris
Ballard agreed, however, with Councillor Pirri, and
voted in favour of  the motion upping the business to
retail ratio, and the argument dovetailed with discus-
sions last month surrounding the arrival of  Bulk
Barn's corporate headquarters and warehouse and
whether these were the "quality" job Aurora wanted
in its business park.

"The Town has shown considerable leeway," said
Councillor Ballard. "Our own strategic initiative says
it continues to have concerns with more than half  of
a strategically located piece of  employment land
being allocated for retail use. 

"The retail or personal service jobs created would
likely be low paying, part time and seasonal. Given
the quality of  lands in question, lands they're not
making in Aurora at all, employment lands that are
typically more associated with higher-paying full-
time jobs are preferred and that is the concern I have
had from the get go.

"I just feel [this piece of  real estate] is slipping
away to provide jobs not of  the pay bracket that we
had envisioned for this property."

Development brings jobs, raises questions

Even with the heat in the mid-30s, there was a bit of a
breeze at Town Park Wednesday that seemed to make
the temperatures a bit more bearable. Of course, for
six year old Victor Joseph, above, the splash pad cer-
tainly didn’t hurt in helping beat the heat!

Auroran photo by David Falconer



By Wendy Soloduik

She may never know what
caused it, but Nicole
Fournier of  Beeton was just
8 years old when she suffered
a stroke. 

Nicole spoke with The
Auroran recently, offering to
tell her story to spread aware-
ness about this life-changing
ailment because, "It can  hap-
pen to anyone, at any time." 

Since the Heart and
Stroke Foundation has
declared June as 'Stroke
Month', Nicole also felt the
timing was perfect.

It was Canada Day when
Nicole suffered her stroke.
She was swimming at her
cousin's house and remem-
bers pushing off  the side of
the pool to do another lap.
Without warning, Nicole's
eyes went blurry and her
right arm and leg started to
feel "weird". 

The last thing she recalls,
before going under the water,
is hearing her father call her
name.

Although her parents did-
n't know how to describe
what had happened, para-
medics called it a stroke right

away and took her to Sick
Kids Hospital.

Nicole would spend 
a month in hospital while 
a team of  doctors and nurses
provided care. After several
tests, doctors found a mass on
her brain and diagnosed the
Ischemic stroke. They also
told her parents that it was
likely caused by a viral infec-
tion, perhaps chicken pox
(which Nicole never had)
that left scar tissue which
formed the clot, dislodged by
a fall (which she never had)
and it travelled to her brain.

There were no answers
for the Fournier family, so
they focused on what to do
next.

Nicole was taken to
Bloorview Children's
Rehabilitation Centre (now
Holland Bloorview Kids
Rehabilitation Hospital),
where she spent the next four
months working with an
occupational therapist,
speech therapist and physio-
therapist - she could not
walk, talk or remember  any-
thing about the incident.

"I was 8, I didn't really
know what was going on at
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Continued on page 20

Farmers’ Market marks first decade
Well, here

we are almost
at the end of
June and the
F a r m e r s '
Market has
been open
now for close
to two
months. 

In that
time, all of
our farmers
have arrived
for the sea-
son and we have spon-
sored two special events.
If  you were fortunate
enough to be at the mar-
ket last weekend, you
would have enjoyed three
different musical groups
and a huge strawberry
shortcake to celebrate
both our "Strawberry
Festival" and our tenth
birthday. 

From our humble
beginnings in the
Temperance Street park-
ing lot to our current loca-
tion, we have been part of
the Aurora scene for ten
years. Of  course we have
grown considerably in
that time and welcomed
many new vendors to our
Market family.

One of  our relatively
new vendors is Rex
Surgrim of  Summerside
Farm in the Holland
Marsh.  Originally from
Guyana, Rex sponsored
his wife to Canada in 1994
at which time they both
worked in various jobs in
the food industry until it
was possible to start their
own business. 

In 1998 Summerside
Farm began, growing
radishes and several vari-
eties of  lettuce. Around
the same time, they began
their family and now are
the proud parents of  three
gorgeous and extremely

p e r s o n a b l e
children who
are actively
helping both
at the farm
and at the
markets.

In 2000,
they expand-
ed their pro-
duce to
include Swiss
chard, collard
greens, kale,
d a n d e l i o n

greens, beets, carrots, 
and several herbs.
Occasionally, they grow
some produce popular in
South America such as
okra, hot peppers and egg-
plant. They say that their
goal is to provide the
stores, restaurants and
the market-going public
with the best possible
fresh and local produce. 

The Cooper's Farm has
been a part of  the Aurora
Farmers' Market since
2002 when there were only
four vendors. In fact,
Steve Cooper was instru-
mental in starting the
market in Aurora as well
as in Uxbridge. He is a
fifth generation farmer
who graduated from agri-
cultural college and
worked with his father,
Bill, in all aspects of  the
farm in grain and live-
stock. 

Lisa married into the
farming family in 1993
and together they became
very active in farmers'
markets. At one point,
they were going to nine
markets a week, but soon
realised that this much
travelling was not con-
ducive to raising a family.
At that time they decided
that it would be a good
idea if  they could attract
people to the farm and
they created the Uxbridge

Maze.
It is a 10 acre maze of

10 foot tall corn rows that
people come to navigate
in the fall and it has
become very popular with
families looking for a fun
adventure in the crisp
autumn days. The
Coopers also have initiat-
ed a programme whereby
customers can pre-order a
weekly basket of  farm-
fresh produce and natural
meat, if  they wish, to be
delivered, or picked up
from the farm or the
Farmers' Market. This

has also proven to be very
popular with customers. 

Today, the Cooper fami-
ly participates in 5 farm-
ers' markets, together
with their children and
Steve's parents. We are
delighted that Bill and
Anne Cooper, Steve's par-
ents, operate the booth at
the Aurora Farmers'
Market. They are assisted
by a great group of  young
farm staff, occasionally
including one of  the
grandchildren when not
playing sports. They
bring the farm's top 

quality, home grown,
fresh produce each week.

On a final housekeep-
ing note for this week,
please pay attention to
the Town's parking signs
when you come to the
market and be sure to not
park too close to the cor-
ner of  the street or block
private driveways. Doing
so will result in your get-
ting a ticket and  people
being upset with the
Market.

Our next "special
event" is on July 7th when
we share the park with

Kerry's Place and the
Farmers' Market spon-
sors "Artists in the Park",
which artist Deborah
Campo co-ordinates. We
will have musical enter-
tainment and there will
be a large number and
variety of  artists' booths
in the park. Kerry' Place
will have a jumping castle
in the park and there will
be horse-drawn wagon
rides available from The
old Armoury parking lot.
It promises to be a great
day. See you at the 
market! 

MARKET 
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

16 year old speaks 
out on stroke
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With an early start the golfers 
were able to enjoy the morning 
before the heat really kicked in.

Special thanks to all our 
sponsors for their generous 

support through Hole 
sponsorships, Silent auction 

donations, raffle prizes 
and golf giveaways.  

Without your support 
we could not have raised 

close to $5,000! 

Silver Moon Masonry Ltd
Murphy Hockey School

George Rappos-State Farm
Kevin Harrison-Com-pair

Dr. J. Weaver/Dr. P.J. Steiner-Family
Dentists

Winchurch Environmental Inc
Coldwell Banker-Helen Avraam Neo

Ice Photo Studio
Michelberger Orthodontics

Dawg House
Skaters Performance

Bank of Montreal
AJ Printing

McAlpine Ford Lincoln
Westview Golf Course 

Sheri Hudson, Frank MacGrath, Michelle Harrison,
Elena Avraam-Neophytou.

Kevin Hudson, Justin Pruwitsky, 
Darryl Miller, Robb Hudson

Even refs golf in the off-season
Matt Bloom, Matt Fotheringham, George

Hughes and Jim Webb 

Mike Dunbar, Murray Campbell, 
Tom Lawson, Ryan Murphy 

The Aurora Minor Hockey Association 
joined together with 

Westview Golf Club for their
first Annual Golf Tournament 

on Tuesday, June 19th.

All proceeds will be used to 
establish the 

AMHA scholarship fund 
for post-secondary education.

The AMHA Golf Squad 

Even refs golf in the off-season Low Scoring Foursome

Where Did The Ball Go?
Alumni return 

to support the AMHA

Most Honest Golfers

See you next year !



Sheppard's Bush House to
Vandorf  Road, and back
along a trails loop. The walk
will be partially over natu-
ral surface trails with
emphasis on natural her-
itage and the ecology of
Holland River. 

The tours will be focus-
ing on ecological features, in
the forested valley lands
between Sheppard's Bush
and Vandorf  Road. The
Vandorf  woodlot is the
southern extension of
Sheppard's Bush, along the
east Holland River.
Parts of  the wood-
lot have old
growth character-
istics.  

S h e p p a r d ' s
B u s h
C o n s e r v a t i o n
Area is also part of
a larger network of
public lands
and recreation
trails along
the East
Holland River.
From here you
can go as far as Holland
Landing on the Nokiidaa
Trail or from Palgrave to
Rice Lake on the Oak Ridges
Trail.

Sturdy shoes are recom-
mended because part of  the
walk will be along an unim-
proved trail. Please remem-
ber to bring a bottle of
water, some bug spray, your

curiosity, and your camera!
Remember they are two
tours only so plan accord-
ingly!
Trumpeter Swan Garden

Located on 144 Hillview
Drive just south of
Wellington and the down-
town core is this hidden
gem - a virtual oasis and
haven for the Trumpeter
Swan, geese, and ducks,
amid native and rare plant
species from Russia, central
China, and Japan.  

The Trumpeter Swans
are the largest

waterfowl in the
w o r l d .
Historically they
had been heavily
hunted all over
North America
since the 1700s -
the last one in
Ontario being shot

at Long Point in
1886. 

Thanks
to Harry

L u m s d e n ' s
remarkable

and successful work, trum-
peter swans were brought
back and their population
re-established after being
extinct in Ontario for over
100 years. 

Tours of  this unique site
will be led by its founder,
Harry Lumsden, a
renowned naturalist, and a
member of  the Order of

Canada. He is also the recip-
ient of  two prestigious
awards, the Ontario
Heritage Trust's Lifetime
Achievement Award; and
the Lieutenant Governor's

Ontario Heritage Award for
Lifetime Achievement. Both
awards were for his out-
standing dedication to the
return and breeding of
Trumpeter Swans in
Ontario and the preserva-
tion of  Aurora's natural her-
itage. Mr. Lumsden was also

awarded the Queen's
Diamond Jubilee medal for
his achievements at a cere-
mony in Toronto last week.

Bring your boots, some
bug spray, and don't forget

your camera!  This garden is
not to be missed.  

Enjoy a tour of  the ponds
taking in the sights and
sounds, if  the sights don't
impress you, Mr. Lumsden's
knowledge, passion and hos-
pitality certainly will!

For more information
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Celebrate Canada Day in Canada’s Birthday Town!

For more information, please call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca

SATURDAY, JUNE 30
Join us for pre-Canada Day festivities! 
PRESENTED BY THE ROTARY CLUB OF AURORA

Dance in the Park
7 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Aurora Town Park
Beer garden and barbecue available
Entertainment by The Domino Show Band

A

SUNDAY, JULY 1 
Canada Day Parade
10 a.m.
Parade travels south on Yonge Street 
from Orchard Heights Boulevard to Murray Drive
Kids can join us for pre-parade sidewalk chalking at 8:30 a.m. 
in front of the Aurora Public Library

Canada Day Celebrations
11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Lambert Willson Park
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.      Free pancake breakfast (while supplies last)
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.      Passport activity for kids 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.      Giant petting zoo
12 p.m. to 3 p.m.      Little Hammers Club, brought to you by RONA
12 p.m. to 3 p.m.      Horseshoe tournament
          (Register at 11 a.m., $3 per adult)
12 p.m. to 4 p.m.      FREE swimming at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex
1 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. FREE skating at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex
1 p.m., 2 p.m., 3 p.m.     Geocaching

Entertainment Lineup
Lambert Willson Park

The Aurora Home Hardware and Crabby Joe’s Stage 
12 p.m.  National Anthem
  Reaffirmation of Canadian Citizenship Ceremony with 
  MP Lois Brown and Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, followed by   
  cake-cutting
1 p.m.  The Glenn Marais Band
3:30 p.m.  2012 Aurora Teen Idol competition final round
7 p.m.   “The Rolling Stones Show” by Hot Rocks
9:45 p.m. Fireworks

The Cineplex Odeon Stage
11 a.m.    Birds of Prey – educational show
12 p.m.    Mad Science – interactive show
1 p.m.    Birds of Prey – educational show
2 p.m.    The Amazing Pirate Corbin – pirate show
3 p.m.     Reptillia – reptile show

ANOTHER EXCITING EVENT BROUGHT TO YOU BYTHANK YOU TO OUR CANADA DAY EVENT SPONSORS

Doors Open features even more heritage sites
By Mai Al Nabhan

Manager of Heritage
Planning & Urban Design

Town of Aurora

On Saturday, July 14,
Doors Open Aurora invites
you to discover a few exam-
ples of  Aurora's distinctive
built and natural heritage.  

This article focuses 
on Sheppard House 
& Sheppard’s Bush
Conservation Area, the
Trumpeter Swan Garden,
and two walking tours along
natural trails led by Klaus
Wehrenberg.
Charles Henry Sheppard
House & Sheppard's Bush

Conservation Area 
The Sheppard's Bush

Conservation Area is part of
the Charles Sheppard estate.
The estate is a unique and
significant collection of  cul-
tural heritage resources,
including an estate house,
associated structures and
plantings set within a pictur-
esque forest landscape. 

The estate and associated
lands and buildings have
some of  the most rich,
diverse and significant histo-
ries in Aurora and possibly
the Region.  

The history of  the proper-
ty can be divided into four
distinct eras - pre-historic
(prior to 1793); early history
(1793-1919); "Brooklands", the
Estate of  Charles Henry
Sheppard (1919-1971); and the
Conservation Area (1971-
present). In 1970s, Charles H.
Sheppard donated Sheppard
Estate to the Ontario
Heritage Trust. 

The Sheppard's Bush
Conservation Area is now
managed by the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation
Authority.  The house, with
its outstanding 'Arts and
Crafts' architecture, is now
occupied by the Windfall
Ecology Centre. Visit the
house and take a peek into
the Sheppard family's past
and see the environmentally
friendly updates made by
Windfall Centre, such as the
new rain garden, solar pan-
els and gasification unit.

While you are there, we
encourage you to stop by the
Sugar Bush, an outstanding
and rare survivor of  a once
active sugar bush in Aurora.
It contributes to a highly dis-
tinctive setting incorporat-
ing mature trees influenced
and utilized by human activ-
ity.  

The working sugar bush
was tapped throughout the
history of  the estate as a res-
idence and is a major part of
the story of  the estate. 

Sheppard House &
Sheppard's Bush
Conservation Area are locat-
ed at 93 Industrial Parkway
South. Free parking is avail-
able.

Vandorf  Woodlot 
Walking Tours

These guided walking
tours will leave from
Sheppard House located at 93
Industrial Parkway South. 

Your guide, Klaus
Wehrenberg, is a renowned
local environmental and
trails' advocate. He will be
leading two tours, at 10 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Each tour is about
3 km, runs about an hour,
and is moderately paced. 

These leisurely walking
tours will leave from

about Doors Open Aurora, or
to volunteer for the event,
please visit
www.aurora.ca/doorsopen2
012 or call Mai Al Nabhan at
905-727-3123 ext. 4351.

If  you like to have your
house/site featured in 2013
Doors Open Aurora, please
contact us. 

Doors Open is an activity
of  the Town of  Aurora and
its Heritage Advisory
Committee; we hope you
enjoy this year's event!

The unique and historic Sheppard House at Sheppard’s Bush Conservation Area,
now home to the Windfall Ecology Centre, will be opening up its doors July 14 for
Doors Open Aurora 2012.
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Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 

E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. kaitlingroup.com
For more information visit our website at

All suites include expansive Balconies or Terraces
DOWNTOWN AURORA

call 905-503-2063
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NOW OPEN

 from
$299,990

Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.
Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm. 
Friday by appointment. Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm

Wishes you a

Please call or visit
our office in Aurora

14845Yonge Street, Suite 201, Aurora, ON L4G gH8
(at Dunning in the Hunters Gate Plaza)

Tel: 905-750-0019
Email: Fklees@frank-klees.on.ca
Web: www.frank-klees.on.ca

“Happy

Canada Day!”

The election that wasn't
By Brock Weir

After much sabre rattling from all sides,
the possibility of  a July provincial election
evaporated with little more than a whimper
on Wednesday as the Ontario NDP abstained
from the budget vote.

This abstention allowed the 2012 Budget to
pass, a bill which had been at the heart of  the
election threat.

It was the end of  a long stretch of  uncer-
tainty in this minority government over
whether the budget bill would send
Ontarians back to the polls with Premier
Dalton McGuinty and NDP Leader Andrea
Horwath at logger heads over changes
Ontario's third party wanted in the budget.

For MPP Frank Klees, however, it was the
beginning of  the end of  Mr. McGuinty gov-
erning what he said was  as though he had a
majority.

"I think what was proven in this exercise
is that Dalton McGuinty is having a very dif-
ficult time understanding he is now the
Premier under a minority government and
what the electorate have wanted him to do is
work with the opposition parties," 
said Mr. Klees. 

"Had he been willing to work with us as
well as the NDP and in terms of  putting the
budget together this brinksmanship could
have been avoided. I think he made a choice
to simply work with the NDP rather than
incorporate what we believe were very
important elements that the province needs
to take - namely fiscal constraint and a solid
jobs strategy and defined reductions of
deficit and debt. 

"Those are fiscal measures that we felt
would be imperative in getting the province
back on the right track."

Mr. Klees said he hopes the Premier has
"learned" that a minority government can
only function if  all parties work together and
said "hopefully there will be a change of  atti-
tude" in the months ahead. 

For Mr. Klees, the months ahead will also
be a very telling period for the government
when the necessary by-election is called in

Kitchener-Waterloo to fill the vacancy left by
former PC MPP and cabinet minister
Elizabeth Witmer, who left the Ontario
Legislature to lead the Workplace Safety and
Insurance Board.

"We anticipate that will probably be a fall
election and that will, without question, be 
a turning point for the Province," said
Mr.Klees.

"In the meantime, the important thing is
we get to the business of  restoring fiscal
responsibility and getting on with creating
an environment that would be conducive to
creating investment and creative jobs. There
are far too many people, especially in York
Region, who are without a job. 

"I hear every day from people who are at
the end of  their employment benefits. They
don't know where to turn and these are diffi-
cult times. We're fortunate in York Region to
live in a very positive environment where the
standard of  living is high, but I can also tell
you there are people up and down every
street that are hurting."

Looking back over last week, Green
Party candidate Kristopher Kuysten
likened the situation in the Legislature
to a “circus” with mixed messages 
coming from the Party and its finance
minister on how the NDP amendments
to the Budget would impact Ontario.

He added that while the Liberals and
the NDP are unable to work together, the
PCs tried to separate themselves from
the budget issue, but voted against it
despite union reforms.

“This goes against the ideology of  the
PC party, causing me to wonder whether
they are doing the best thing for their
constituents, or are more interested in
getting into power so that they can do
things their way.

“Unless all parties smarten up and
work together then the Legislature will
not be able to handle another vote of  
confidence, and will fall whenever the
next budget occurs – if  the Liberals do
not get a majority before then by win-
ning the bi-election seat in Kitchener.”



11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com
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kiaofnewmarket.com

KIA OF NEWMARKET
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

12998 Keele Street at King Road, King City, Ontario

Hogan’s Inn
JOIN US ON HOGAN’S FAMOUS 
ROOFTOP PATIO TO WATCH 

CANADA DAY 
FIREWORKS!!! 

Call today to book your Communions  
and Graduation Parties at Hogan’s !

It’s the best view in town!

The Aurora Pee Wee Jays celebrate their win in
Kincardine this month. Pictured here, left to right, are
(top row) Coach Jeff Justice, Coach Mike Burns , Coach
Ken Lane, Coach Mike Glionna, (Middle Row)
Donato Caccamo, Tyler Justice, Mark Barratt, Isaiah
Hipel, Filip Grantcharov, Adam Cipollone, Haydn
Brown, (front row) Matthew Glionna, Mark Kalmisto,
Felipe Narvaez, Troy Lane, and Conner DeVogel.
Supplied photo.

Aurora Jays hit mini losing skid
By Kevin Michie

For the first time this
season, the Aurora Jays
are facing some close
scrutiny.

After losing their first
game of  the season on
June 17 to the Creemore
Braves, the Jays dropped
two of  their next three,
including two in a row to
the Bolton Dodgers and
Orillia Majors, respec-
tively.

The string of  losses
has also led to a slight
tumble in the standings
and the Jays are now sit-
ting in fourth place in the
14-team North Dufferin
Baseball league, looking
up for the very first time
this season.

Player and head coach
Rob Wilson, however,
isn't ready to declare this
season a bust. Wilson
noted earlier in the year
that it would have been
naive of  the club to
assume they would go
undefeated, and a combi-

nation of  four games in
four days and that
inevitability of  a looming
loss, finally caught up
with the team.

"It was a lot of  base-
ball in a short period of
time," said Wilson, noting
that the Jays had almost
a full week off  to prepare
for the next game.
"Maybe it's good to step
away, try and clear the
mind a little bit, and
come back fresh and get
back on the winning
track.

"To say its panic time
is far from correct."

The Jays kicked off
action last week against
the Bolton Dodgers, who
were winless in seven
games coming into
Aurora.

The Jays, and starting
pitcher Andrew Bukovec,
were victims of  some
early inning power by the
Dodgers, who opened up
a 6-0 lead after two
innings. The Jays man-
aged to get back to within

one run, however the
Dodgers once again
pulled away to seal the
game with a 10-5 win.

"We managed to hold
them off  the first time we
played them [May 23, a 12-
11 win for Aurora] and we
kind of  got off  the hook
that time," said Wilson.
"We knew they were a
very good hitting team.
We put ourselves in a
hole right off  the bat and
we couldn't quite hold the
charge off  in the end."

Aurora traveled to
Orillia the following
night for a game against
the Majors, a club that
started the evening
directly behind the Jays
in the standings.

Brent Owen pitched 
a strong seven-inning
game for the Jays but, in
the end, the club wasn't
able to muster enough
offense to pick their start-
ing pitcher back up and
ended up with a 5-4 loss.

The Jays once again
found themselves coming

from behind and were
making a hard charge in
the top of  the seventh,
but eventually fell short
after coming to within
one run.

Wilson said the club
cannot continue to put up
several runs in one
inning, but must instead
adjust and spread their
runs out over the course
of  the entire game.

"We can't rely on one
inning to win a game,"
said Wilson. "You can't
expect to score six [runs]
in one inning to win the
game. We have to be more
consistent."

The Jays will look to
break out of  their mini-
slump tonight, Tuesday,
June 26, against the
Mansfield Cubs. The Jays
only victory in their last
four games came against
Mansfield on June 17.

Wilson noted that the
Jays don't have to make a
lot of  adjustments head-
ing forward, but instead
just score on a more con-

sistent basis as they
demonstrated earlier in
the season.

"I don't necessarily
think there is a whole lot
that we have to do differ-
ently," said Wilson. "I
think it just is doing what
we've been doing on a

more consistent basis.
[We will] take this time
off, and take these days in
between, to get healthy
and have a short 
memory."

First pitch is sched-
uled for 7.30 p.m. at
Lambert Willson Park.

Aurora Peewee Jays keep winning and take Kincardine tournament by storm
The Aurora Peewee

Jays went undefeated at
a tournament earlier
this month, posting a
perfect 5-0 record en

route to winning the
Kincardine Baseball
Tournament.  

The Jays got solid
team play from all 12

players on the roster.
Everyone contributed
to a determined and
spirited effort each and
every game, their
efforts culminating
with the Championship
Game victory to win the
tournament.

The Jays came out of
the gates throwing
smoke, flashing the
leather, and swinging
hot sticks in the round-
robin Friday and
Saturday.  

They defeated teams
from Sarnia and the
London area by scores
of  9-4, 7-1 and 9-2. 

The coaches were
proud to see the players
dedication and hard
work paying off  on the
field and were excited
to be heading to the
playoff  round.

The Jays picked up
right where they left off
in the semi-final with
key hits, strong defense
and gutsy pitching
against a determined
Brantford squad.

Aurora proved too
much on this morning
and came away with the
6-3 decision and a date
in the Championship
Final.

On a picture-perfect
afternoon on the shores
of  Lake Huron, the
Aurora Jays faced off
against Tecumseh-
London in a re-match
from Saturday to deter-
mine who would take
home the trophy.  

Aurora struck first,
but Tecumseh battled
back and it had the
makings of  a tight con-
test through the first
few innings.  But then
the Jays bats came
alive, pounding out 12
hits.  

Pitching held
Tecumseh down the rest
of  the way and Aurora
emerged as Kincardine
T o u r n a m e n t
Champions with a hard-
fought 7-1 final.

Article and photo
submitted by Javed

Khan, Sport Aurora.
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Amanda Connolly wins Tirecraft 100

CANADA DAY

15543 Yonge St., Unit 4, Beside Hurst Bakery
905-727-7711 www.harvestmeats nefoods.com

CANADA DAY
WEEK SPECIALS

3$ 99/lb 1$ 00/lb

We strive
to provide
our customers
with the
highest quality
product coupled
with the best
customer service.

Sliced Peameal
SAVE

11$ 95/lb 4$ 00/lb
Whole Strip Loins

SAVE

15$ 95/lb 6$ 00/lb
Whole Beef Tenderloins

SAVE
TUESDAY, JUNE 26 TO SATURDAY, JUNE 30

COUNTRY LIVING MINUTES FROM THE CITY 

Virtual Tour - http://tours.360housetours.com/public/vtour/display/60422?a=1

Call Karin Rossi 
for a viewing 
(416) 518-0648 or 
(705) 424-7748
KarinRossi@look.ca

Incentive 
Realty Inc., 
Brokerage 

Independently Owned & Operated

$769,000

Custom built 2 story architecturally designed home, centrally located, 10 minutes from Barrie and Hwy 400, 40
minutes north of Toronto. Minutes from schools, shopping, dining and entertainment. This exquisite Essa town-
ship home on 6.9 acres, boasts’s the lowest taxes in the region. Amenities include: 5500 square feet of finished
living space, open concept, with full finished basement, oversized vinyl clad windows, maple hardwood floors,
silent flooring system, travertine tile, central air, central vac, ultra violet disinfection water softener system, cus-
tom kitchen with island, breakfast bar and granite throughout. Additional features: 4+2 bedrooms, 4 full bath-
rooms, hot tub, 4 ft deep salt water sport pool, huge wrap around deck, in ground sprinkler system, pet contain-
ment invisible fence, oversized triple car garage, balcony off master bedroom, master ensuite laundry chute,
double sided fireplace, cathedral ceilings, sunken family room, oversized mudroom, main floor laundry, main
floor office, stereo sound throughout home, outdoor flagstone fire pit, separate entrance to base-
ment, ample storage and a view from every window of wildlife in your back yard.

All this for only:
$769,000

By Kevin Michie

Amanda Connolly
captured the Tirecraft
100 at Delaware
Speedway last weekend,
marking her first win in
Lucas Oil Sportsman
Cup auto racing circuit.

The life-long Aurora
resident has been rac-
ing competitively for 14
years, but never in a cir-
cuit as competitive as
the Sportsman Cup. 

"Initially my goal
[was] I wanted to win a
race, didn't matter to me
which one," said
Connolly. "I kind of
thought I would win one
of  these races, but I did-
n't expect it to come so
soon."

In her racing life-
time, Connolly has won
over 100 races, includ-
ing a separate series
championship in 2009
where she won with a
late model stock car.
With the recent victory
at Delaware Speedway,
the 33-year-old Connolly
has now won at every
track in Ontario, so the
early victory should
really come as no sur-
prise.

Connolly's husband,
Kelly Balson, compet   ed
in the Sportsman Cup
series over the previous
two years, but this sea-
son, however, moved on
to a different series. The
move gave his spouse a
great opportunity to

race a different type of
car with a bigger engine
and engage in a new
level of  competition.

While both have had
great results in their
racing careers, it hasn't
always been easy.

The pair of  Connollys
continue to race, despite
the admittedly bleak
career outlook. Both are
resigned to the possibil-
ity they will most likely
never end up racing in
the NASCAR Spring
Cup series, or even the
NASCAR Canadian Tire
series primarily due to
the cost of  operating at
that level.

That, however, does-
n't stop the Aurora cou-
ple from keeping the
pedal to the metal.

"We have the love of
the sport," said
Connolly, explaining
what keeps her motivat-
ed. "We're very competi-
tive people and we've
found a passion for
motor sports. That's
how we met and it's just
something that we real-
ly, really love to do. We
choose to put our money
into motor sports and
haven't [regretted it.]"

While their passion is
economically burdening
at times, Connolly and
her husband have found
help by way of  Joe, her
f a t h e r - i n - l aw.  N o w
retired, he works on the
cars, gives advice and
helps out in many other

capacities during the
week while both drivers
are at work.

Thanks to her 
great performance at
Delaware, the former
Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School stu-
dent now sits in third
place in the standings
and has a superb chance
of  moving up over the
course of  the next two
races. 

On July 14, the
Sportsman Cup will
host its third race 
of  the season at 
Mosport Speedway in
Bowmanville, a track
that Connolly is very
familiar with.

The following race on
August 11 though could
be Connolly's best
chance to win - should
she not grab the che-
quered flag at Mosport -
as she will be competing
at Peterborough
Speedway, which she
calls her home track. 

"I do hope to be super
competitive in the next
two dates," said
Connolly. "I would like
to win in Peterborough.
I've had a lot of  laps
around that place."

For more information
on the National Stock
C a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  
t h e  L u c a s  O i l
S p o r t s m a n  C u p, 
including standings and
race results, visit
www.lucasoilsportsman
cup.com.

Sports Hall of Fame could be reality next year
By Brock Weir

If  things go ahead as
planned, Aurora could
have its own Sports Hall of
Fame as part of  the Town's
150th anniversary celebra-
tion. 

Plans for the previously
announced Aurora Sports
Hall of  Fame began to take
shape last week at a special
general meeting of  Sport
Aurora. Sport Aurora, a
group of  local sports bod-
ies, announced their inten-
tions for a facility saluting
Aurora's sports heroes at a
ceremony this winter. The
occasion was Sport
Aurora's receipt of  a record
grant from the Ontario
Trillium Foundation
which will, in addition to
the Hall of  Fame, also go
towards ongoing program-
ming offered by the group,
including its Breakfast of
Champions and All Kids
Can Play initiatives. 

According to Ron
Weese, president of  Sport
Aurora, plans for the Hall
of  Fame are coming along
nicely and names are
already being submitted.

"This is something the
Town is ultimately going to
be proud of, but it is going
to mean that people need to
provide input," said Mr.
Weese, after introducing
the Board of  Governors for
the Hall of  Fame project,
which will include reps
from Sport Aurora, the

Town of  Aurora, the York
Region District School
Board, St. Andrew's
College, and other local
sports teams.

"Although those people
are there to drive the bus,
what we need is a lot of
people to participate. It's
amazing how many stories
are starting to percolate
out there about this person
or that. You may not know
there was someone out
there from Aurora who
played [in the early days]
for the Toronto Maple
Leafs. Who knew!
Somebody out there
knows."

Mr. Weese said the team
is going to be working very
diligently in clarifying
their plans and having
firmer plans available by
the first of  November. 

Since the winter grant
from the Trillium
Foundation, Sport Aurora
has brought on Scott
McRoberts to prepare a
business plan and a feasi-
bility study to go forward
with the project. Trillium,
added Mr. Weese, came to
the group after the initial
application was made and
encouraged them to go
back to the drawing board
and come up with a clearer
initiative.

"We took their advice -
and we took their money -
and said to them we're
going to go forward with
this," he said, adding they

started with a small organ-
izing committee. "Now...we
have established what we
call a 'common vision'. The
common vision is some-
thing Scott is going to be
working with to put some
numbers on so we can go
back to the Trillium
Foundation on November 1
and we're moving relative-
ly quickly here."

November 1 is a key date
because that would mean -
if  all goes well, of  course -
that the project would be
approved by March 1
enabling it to be an Aurora
sesquicentennial project.

"The common vision
that we have is there needs
to be an induction ceremo-
ny where people from the
past who have delivered
their expertise and have
brought notoriety to the
Town through sport are
recognized," said Mr.
Weese. "That's number
one."

"Number two is we have
to decide how we're going
to engage our partners and
our people out there, which
means we're going to be
looking at bricks and mor-
tar, perhaps building some-
thing, perhaps moving into
something that already
exists. That's where the
Town comes in and in all
these [similar Halls of
Fame we've looked at] the
Town has been a part of  it.

"Sometimes they loan
out space, sometimes they

rent space, sometimes they
build space, but they are
usually part of  the pro-
gram. We're working in that
direction now."

Guiding things from the
Town end on the board of
directors are Councillor
John Abel and Al Downey,
Aurora's Director of  Parks
and Recreation.

A u r o r a ’s  A m a n d a
Connelly is seen here
after winning the
T i r e c r a f t  1 0 0  a t
Delaware Speedway
last weekend, her first
win in Lucas Oil
Sportsman Cup auto
racing circuit. The 
former Dr. G.W. Williams
student next races 
July 14 at Mosport
S p e e d w a y  i n
Bowmanville.

Submitted photo.



By Shannon
Honsberger

Fourteen year old
Jaan Sangha is The
Auroran’s Carrier of
the Month for June
2012. 

Jaan is a Grade 8 stu-
dent at Regency Acres
Public School, where he
enjoys math, physical
education, writing and
his friends.

He delivers to 260
homes, more than any

previously awarded car-
rier by over 50.

When Jaan recently
fractured his ankle, he
continued to deliver his
papers with the help of
his mother, Neeta.

“It was tough to walk
with a cast for a long
time so I needed some
help delivering papers.”
Jaan said.

An unsuspecting
Jaan found out he had
been selected Carrier of
the Month last week

and he was completely
surprised. When asked
what it is like deliver-
ing The Auroran, Jaan
replied “the people are
great, and the streets
are not too busy so I
have an easy time get-
ting around.”

Jaan also appreciates
the residents on his
route and sends out the
following message:

“Thanks for being so
friendly, and I will do
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Jaan Sangha, The Auroran’s Carrier of the Month
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

 

The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
Zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery! 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!

The Auroran’s Carrier of the Month: 
Jaan Sangha

Continued on page 22
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Moffat Dunlap*; John Dunlap** Peter Boyd, Murray Snider, George Webster, Peter Bowers***

WWW.MOFFATDUNLAP.COM    905.841.7430
 

MOFFAT DUNLAP 

REAL ESTATE LIMITED, Brokerage 

*Chairman, **Broker of Record, *** Sales Representative

DISTINCTIVE COUNTRY

HOMES & ESTATES

Rare opportunity in historic hamlet in heart of King. 

Six lots, approx. 3/4 ac. with 100 ft+ frontage 

Great Location, overlooking  treed valley, 

distant southerly views. 

Asking $465,000

Murray Snider, 

Sales Representative 

KETTLEBY 
BUILDING 

LOTS 

Founded 1972: Celebrating our 40th Anniversary of service to the countryside.

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPL ICATIONS 
UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

The Town of Aurora has received the following applications under 
the Planning Act:

TOWN FILE NUMBERS: D09-02-12 and D14-09-12

Applications from RCG Aurora North Limited Partnership for 
a proposed Official Plan Amendment and Zoning By-law 
Amendment for lands described as Part of Lot 26,  
Concession 2 municipally known as 800 St. John’s Sideroad have 
been submitted to The Town of Aurora. The applications seek to 
permit a commercial development including three one-storey 
buildings having an approximate gross floor area of 5,600 m2.

 

 

The purpose of this notice is to advise the public that a 
“complete” planning application has been received by The Town 
of Aurora pursuant to the Planning Act. The application has been 
circulated to Town departments and external agencies for review 
and comment. A Council Public Meeting will be scheduled and 
held at a later date and a formal Public Meeting notice will be 
provided pursuant to the statutory requirements of the  
Planning Act.

If you wish to express your views with respect to this application, 
please forward your comments in writing to the assigned Planner 
noted below. The personal information accompanying your 
submission will become part of the public record. Additional 
information and material related to this application is available 
for inspection between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. during regular 
business days at the Town’s Planning & Development Services 
department, located at 100 John West Way, 3rd floor.

For more information, please contact Cristina Celebre at  
905-727-3123, ext. 4343 or ccelebre@aurora.ca

DATED THIS 26th DAY OF JUNE, 2012.  

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4343

Councillors criticise agenda overload
By Brock Weir

A laundry list of
Town business was put
off  until this week due to
time restraints at last
week's General
Committee meeting. 

By the time Tuesday's
meeting rolled around
on June 19, the agenda
ran for 26 items up for
discussion and three del-
egations as Councillors
and staff  attempted to
wrap up what was on the
table in advance of  the
summer recess, which
begins after this week's
Council meeting.

The heft of  the 250+
page agenda rankled
some Councillors going
into the meeting and
they expressed their con-
cern about how they
could possibly deliver
results on what was
before them.

"There's $10,191,848 in
new projects that are
approved in this pack-
age," said Councillor
John Gallo at the start of
the meeting. "$1.28 mil-
lion is not part of  our
budget and new stuff
that we have not budget-
ed. We have a report
before us that is going to
engage a consultant to
see how we can spend
some or all of  the hydro
funds, funds worth $35
million. We have a
strategic plan on our
agenda. We have some
pre-audit reports. We
have four planning appli-
cations, two of  which
are, I believe, signifi-
cant. We have a $1.75 mil-
lion artificial turf  field
before us.

"I don't know about
you, but I don't think I
have ever experienced in
one agenda this amount
of  decisions that needed
to be [made]. I don't
agree with what is before
us. I think the only thing

we're going to do is make
mistakes."

Councillor Gallo pro-
posed only going
through the first twelve
items of  the agenda, an
idea which was seconded
by Councillor Buck, who
expressed her frustra-
tion with the staff  that
put together the
evening's agenda.

"I think it is disre-
spectful to put this
amount of  business
before Council to be con-
cluded before 10.30," she
said. "The expectation
that this business will be
concluded in that length
of  time can only mean
that we will rubber
stamp every single one of
those items and I am not
up for that.

"Then we have three
more items added and no
doubt they are signifi-
cant as well. The delega-
tions will take as long as
they take. We don't know
when that is going to fin-
ish and when we're going
to start on the Town's
business. I just don't
think it is possible for us
to do our job properly -
that amount of  work in
this amount of  time."

Councillor Chris
Ballard said that he
spent eight hours read-
ing Tuesday's agenda
material, adding it was
absolutely overwhelm-
ing and would be next to
impossible to give each
item the attention they
deserve.

"If  we're supposed to
sit here and give good
counsel on over $10 mil-
lion and some signifi-
cant potential policy
changes, quite frankly
most of  us are pretty
burnt out," he said. "This
is a pretty intense agen-
da. It is not the Council's
purview to set up Town
business. It is staff's
responsibility and I am

quite unhappy that as
the agenda stands we
will just not be able to
give it our full atten-
tion."

These concerns were
shared by Councillor
Michael Thompson, but
he disagreed with the
process suggested by
Councillor Gallo for the
first 12 items.  The prop-
er way to go through
these items, he said, was
not just tackling the first
half, but seeing which
items were time-sensi-
tive and prioritising the
work accordingly.

"Just drawing an arbi-
trary line in the sand, I
don't think works the
best," said Councillor
Thompson.

"There are a number
of  issues that we may or
may not move forward
with," he said, suggest-
ing they go through them
on a case by case basis.
"Let's make that assess-
ment and if  there is any-
thing else on the agenda
that we can deal with in
a productive manner. If
not, then let's have this
debate on whether or not
we are going to defer it to
the next Council meet-
ing."

That is exactly what
they did, and 12 items
from the plan, mostly
public planning items,
were brought forward
for discussions. There
were still doubts at the
table, however, on
whether Council will be
able to plough through
all the leftover items this
week before the summer
recess, which will see
one Council meeting
each month in July and
August before going back
full blast in September.

"If  business comes up
that needs to be dealt
with, Council comes
together to deal with it,"
said Councillor Buck.

"Because we're going into
summer recess does not
mean we won't be dealing
with this. It means that if
there is a need for addi-
tional meetings to deal
with these items, we'll
have an additional meet-
ing. Forget the summer
recess."

Aurorans were feeling extra charitable on Saturday as a number of businesses and community groups held
charity carwashes around Town. This one, held by Aurora Auto Wholesalers on Yonge Street, raised over $2,500
for the Children’s Wish Foundation. Auroran photo by David Falconer
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by
Tyler David Construction 
COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL
DAVID PAPPAS 
Senior Field Representative
Business: 416-723-4390

Rotary Dance in the Park 
At 

Town Park
June 30th 7:00 - 11:00 pm

Pat Mete

By Brock Weir

The team has been select-
ed to evaluate, appraise and
catalogue Aurora's historic
collections, but could that
put the Town back on track
to have a museum of  its
own?

That's the hope of  some
Councillors as the Town
prepares to award the
Cultural Asset
Management Group to
review the Aurora
Historical Society's (AHS)
collections with an upset
limit of  $50,000. This is the
first step in a process previ-
ously approved by Council
looking at transferring the
ownership of  the historic
collections from the AHS to
the Town itself. When all is
evaluated, Councillors will
then have options on what
to do with the collection,
how to house them, and,
indeed, how to display them. 

The Cultural Asset
Management group was one
of  two bids to undertake the
evaluation process, along
with Aurora historian John
McIntyre, who is currently
the curator of  the Sharon
Temple National Historic
Site. 

They were the group Al
Downey, Aurora's Director
of  Parks and Recreation
said he hoped would be
applying to undertake this
project due to the wide area
of  expertise they bring to
the table after being associ-

ated with such collections as
Kleinburg's McMichael
Gallery. 

Councillor Evelyn Buck,
however, was not satisfied
with how things turned out.
She said she would have pre-
ferred the $50,000 be spent
on hiring a full time curator
for the collection, rather
than on a group that would
be appraising "old stuff"
which could not even be
replaced in the event of  a
fire or flood. 

"The fact that the person
who was in competition
with this group is a curator
is exactly the credentials I
was asking Mr. Downey to
outline in preparation of
making that appointment,
but he never went anywhere
with it," she said. "I think
the money would be better
spent appointing a curator
for a future museum and
[evaluation] would be the
first task undertaken by a
curator with the help of  vol-
unteers."

There are a number of
steps that have to be taken
first to make a curator, let
alone a museum, a reality,
according to Mr. Downey
and this includes identify-
ing whether or not items
actually belonged to the
Aurora Historical Society,
its value to Aurora, condi-
tion of  artefacts and so
forth. While Mr. McIntyre
was qualified for the job, Mr.
Downey said staff  felt the
Group provides the "level of

expertise" they're looking
for. 

Councillor Paul Pirri
said going forward with this
group was a step in the right
direction in that they are
doing the same work that a
single curator would do, but
split between four so it will
be done in a shorter time
frame.

"Once we have a location
for a museum it will be all
catalogued so a curator can
see which pieces can be
entered into an exhibit and
which pieces can't," he said. 

"This work will give us
sufficient information to
provide to this Council
when we come forward with
our proposals for the man-
agement and display of  the
collection," added Mr.
Downey.

The management and
display of  the collection
caused some concerns from
Councillor Chris Ballard
who, despite the recommen-
dation from Council last
winter, said it "seemed" to
him Council heading
toward a museum was a
done deal. 

"I don't remember a
Council debating the need
for a Town-run museum
and it seems to me this is
taking us down the path and
we're working our way
backwards into that with-
out having some upfront
discussion of  exactly why
we are doing this other than
it is a nice thing to do," said

Council takes another 
step on road to museum

Local kids got to get their hands dirty at Hillary House
on Saturday in the inaugural day of Camp Hillary, a
new kids initiative at Hillary House. Saturday was
“Camp Create!”, a day focusing on the arts, where
campers learned about art on display the house and
found inspiration for their own work inside the build-
ing or in the grounds. Pictured at the start of the day
were campers Alexandria, Parker, and Mikayla, with
camp leaders Claire and Nicole.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Councillor Ballard.
Despite Councillor

Ballard's assertion that
Council "has made a deci-
sion that it is getting into the
museum business," Mr.
Downey reiterated that
Council's direction was actu-
ally to "look into getting into
the museum business."

"That's what we're doing,"
said Mr. Downey. "You, at the
end of  the day, might say,
'You know, this isn't work-
ing.' That's perfectly okay,
but what you've asked us to
do is follow through with a
process in which we're going
to be presenting you with
options with regards to the
transfer, management, and
display of  the collection. You
can, as Council, decide not to
do any of  it, but I will be giv-
ing you a report at the end of
the day."
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 Call Today For Your No Charge Home Evaluation 
 

 

905-841-5405  steve@stevethomas.ca 

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Full MLS Service 
Consultation with home stager included with MLS listing 
Over 30 years industry knowledge 
12 years experience as a realtor 
Top Producer 2011 with Sutton Group – Solutions Realty Inc. 
Friendly, honest service 
Aurora resident for 25 years 

Sutton Group – Solutions
Realty Inc., Brokerage 

Independently Owned 
& Operated

FLEXIBLE COMMISSION PROGRAM

Full MLS Service For Less

Steve Thomas 
Sales Representative 
“Manager Aurora 

Branch Office”

WWW.STEVETHOMAS.CA

Arts & Culture

Jazz Fest hopes to “unleash 
the artist within”

By Brock Weir

Art enthusiasts may
have a little bit of  sleuthing
to do when they ask them-
selves "whodunnit?" in an
upcoming art display at
Jonathan's Restaurant.

The 'Who Dunn-it Art
Gallery" is an initiative of
the Aurora Festival of  the
Arts (AFA) designed to get
people to "unleash the artist
within", according to AFA
chair Sher St. Kitts.

Ms. St. Kitts told The
Auroran last week that the
AFA got the idea for this
mystery art exhibit from
one of  five interns helping
to put the late July festival
in place. 

"Leigh was explaining to
us that Ontario College of
Art and Design (OCAD) had
this neat idea," said Ms. St.
Kitts. "You get people in the
community to do a four
inch by four inch small
piece, something they can
do in half  an hour, pending
their creative penchant, and
just send it in with their
name on the back so you
don't know when you're sit-
ting there looking at the
gallery who did what.

"When you go to look to
buy one to support the festi-
val, you won't know who did
it until you have purchased

it, which is an interesting
thing because you're pur-
chasing based just on what
you like, and it could end up
being one done by Frank
Klees. It could have been
done by Lois Brown. It
could have been Laura
Schembri at the Cultural
Centre, or anyone in our
community."

Ms. St. Kitts said she is
currently focusing primari-
ly in Aurora because it is
home to the Jazz Festival,
before branching beyond
our borders to the Georgina
Arts Council and the Arts
Society of  King with the
message if  they want to
support the festival on some
way, this is a good way to do
it. 

Paintings must be 
submitted by July 15. If  par-
ticipants are done before
then, however, the individ-
ual pieces will be going up
on the wall of  Jonathan's as
they arrive. 

"A lot of  people love to do
little art things and this is
something simple anyone
can do to help the festival
without having to dig into
your pockets," said Ms. St.
Kitts. "A lot of  people like to
draw and paint and it does-
n't have to be any style, [we
just ask] that if  you want to
create a descriptive sen-
tence so we know what they

might have been thinking, it
could be a little bit of  fun."

If  you see something you
like, paintings will be on
sale for $20 apiece and, who
knows, you could get a little
extra back on your invest-
ment.

"When we remove the
names it just changes the
game, said Ms. St. Kitts.
"You just don't know. It's
what they did at OCAD. In
their case, since they have
access to much more world
renowned people and world-
famous artists. There would
be something in the mix by
[a notable] artist. In their
case, you would be bidding
$75 for a larger canvas, but
you might get an art piece
that is definitely already
worth $300. 

"In our case, because
we're just the little guys
coming in on a grassroots
community sense, we're not
at that level, but we will get
to that level. Even if  all we
came out with this year was
a dozen paintings, that's
great. It's the beginning of  a
new idea which helps us not
only know we have been
stimulating music art, but
we can really start stimulat-
ing our visual arts in the
Town and in the area, and
we can also show how the
visual arts can bring in
some money."

And the winner is...
The people have spoken

and this week, the
"People's Choice Award"
will be awarded to this
year's Art in the Park win-
ners. Over the spring, kids
at local schools and com-
munity groups have been
hard at work leaving their
mark on picnic tables
which will be dispersed to
area parks in the coming
weeks. 

Participants grabbed
their brushes and mark-
ers and took standard,
generic picnic tables, cre-
ating works of  art which
will soon be on display for

all to see. 
Whether they created

underwater tableaux,
illustrated what it means
for them to be Canadian,
paid tribute to the
grandeur of  nature, their
sports of  choice, and even
their favourite album cov-
ers, no two picnic tables
are alike. 

20 tables were submit-
ted this year, compared to
12 in its inaugural run in
2011, from schools includ-
ing Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School, Holy
Spirit Catholic School,
Aurora High School,

Foundations Private
School, and community
groups and organizations
including the Aurora
Ducks swim team, the
Aurora Farmers Market,
and Community Living.  

Organizer Nichole
Campsell, Aurora's acting
youth coordinator, said
she was "really excited"
about this year's turnout
and last week's voting,
which closed on Friday,
and was looking forward
to calling up the winners
on Tuesday, at the last
Council meeting before
the summer recess.

This colourful sketch is a
detail from a bench created
by students at Dr. G.W.
Williams Secondary School
in Aurora’s second annual
Art in the Park event.
Williams is one of many
schools and community
groups in contention for the
People’s Choice award,
which will be handed out
this Tuesday.

Auroran photo
by Brock Weir
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CAREER

FOR SALE

RENTAL NEEDED

FOR SALE

O N E  O F  N O R T H  AMERICA’S largest 
financial services companies is rapidly expanding in
this area. If  you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, call Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

Our        Town

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

WEEKLY SHOW
with Alison

Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

ITEMS FOR SALE: Pacific Yamaha Electric Guitar,
Marshall Amp, all new $225.00. Graco baby carriage
dual wheels $65.00.  4 brown bar stools $65.00. Magic
Chef  Refrigerator (with freezer) $85.00. Black upright
Willis piano (1909) $300.00. Solid Maple Harvest table, 6
chairs.  $650.00. Wicker Rocking Chair, upholstered
$75.00. Hartzell 7.5 foot wooden airplane propeller,
brass tips $1800.00. Call 905-841-3450.

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

MOVING TO AURORA a retired couple (profession-
als) requires rental residence 905-852-0452. Non-smok-
ers, non-drinkers, no pets. 

“We are your 
neighbours too”
shocked. 

"People don't perceive
us as being your neigh-
bours and that's the main
thing we're trying to say -
we're your neighbours."

For both men, their art
has enabled them to
become the new story
tellers for their people.
Both agreed that oral tra-
dition, the mainstay in
Aboriginal culture, is not
necessarily the best way
preserve these traditions
today, and art allows them
to translate these tradi-
tions into something tan-
gible and permanent,
even when these tradi-
tions seem remote.

"I was actually adopted
and raised by an Italian-
Scottish Catholic Family -
we're a little messed up!"
joked Mr. Fishgap. "I can
make a good sugo, I can
make a good haggis, and I
can make some good ban-

nock, so together my own
personal experience was
something very different.
Together, [Todd and I]
have a wide range of  his-
tory, art, culture, and tra-
ditions."

Both hope their art,
and indeed their presenta-
tions, which they have
dubbed "Everything You
Wanted to Know about
Aboriginals but were
Afraid to Ask", will keep
their stories alive, even if

ties become diluted by
geography and even blood
in future generations. 

"Most of  our elders
were in Aboriginal
schools," he said. "They
were not allowed to be
native. They have taken
our culture, they have
taken our language, they
have taken everything
from us, so for us to go
back and learn about it,
there aren't a lot of  people
who still know it.

"My wife is French
Canadian, so my kids are
half  and half, they're
lucky. But now they live in
Brampton and the
chances of  my son sitting
in the food court at the
Bramalea City Centre and
meeting an Oneida
woman and actually
falling in love, getting
married, and having kids
is zero. My grandkids are
now a quarter and that is
happening everywhere."

From page 3

(now Holland Bloorview Kids
Rehabilitation Hospital), where she
spent the next four months working
with an occupational therapist,
speech therapist and physiotherapist
- she could not walk, talk or remem-
ber  anything about the incident.

"I was 8, I didn't really know what
was going on at the time," Nicole told
The Auroran. 

Nicole missed her entire Grade 3
school year, and forgot all basic
skills. She returned for Grade 4 and
the once straight 'A' student recalls,
"I was just getting by. I?had to relearn
everything."

It has been eight years since
Nicole had her stroke and permanent
disabilities will affect her life forev-
er.

"I still can't use my right hand. My
arm sticks out too," she said. "I've
also had to work through a lot of  self-
esteem issues. When you're a teenag-
er, self-image is everything."

Since then, Nicole has decided to
pursue a career as a paediatric neu-
rologist or psychologist to help kids
like her learn to accept and over-
come.

She has also been working as a
spokesperson for the Heart and
Stroke Foundation for the past three
years and tells her story to student
groups throughout southern Ontario.

"I want the kids to know it does
happen - and not just to adults," she
said.

Nicole continues to do physiother-
apy and goes once a year for a special
check-up.

According to the Canadian Stroke
Network and the Heart and Stroke
Foundation, more than 50,000 strokes
occur in Canada each year - that's one
every 10 minutes. 

It is the third leading cause of
death in Canada. Stroke is also a
leading cause of  adult neurological 

disability and hospitalization. 
It has been estimated that more

than 315,000 Canadians are living
with mild, moderate or severe dis-
ability due to stroke. Half  of  people
who have had strokes are never able
to return to work.

Canadians can find out their 
personal stroke risks - and how 
they can take action to live a longer,
fuller life, by taking the My Heart 
& Stroke Risk Assessment at 
heartandstroke.ca/risk.

VINTAGE PAIR of  golden woven tweed bucket chairs
from the early 1960s. Perfect for the yuppie! $150 for the
pair or best offer. Call 905-727-6497.

“I want kids to know
strokes do happen”

From page 10

"Everything 
You Wanted 

to Know about 
Aboriginals but 

were Afraid to Ask"

–Todd Jamieson & 
Alfie Fishgap
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Not everyone needs your services 
all the time, 

but, it you want to be there 
when they do... 

Advertise in THE AURORAN
At Your Service directory.

1228 Gorham Street, 
Unit #1, Newmarket, 

ON, L3Y 8Y9

www.starautoglass.ca  •  sam@starglass.ca

905-841-8700
1-866-912-2700

CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 

Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN

DENTAL

 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

HOME RENO PLUS

905.235.7357

Any Projects Big or Small 1 Call, 
We Do It All! 

Basements ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Painting, Flooring, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Drywall Taping, Framing, Additions, Enclosures, 
Tiling, Chimney & Masonry, Decks, 

fences, brick replacement

LIMOUSINE

STONE MASONRY

TREE CAREHEALTH

HOME RENO

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL 
THE AURORAN OFFICE AT 905-727-3300

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES  
Licensed, insured 25 years exp. 

Plumber 
Joe

416-568-6928

the

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil EnhancemeIest & Disease ControlP

StructIee PruningrTTrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTIent

orcemental Reinffotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTERAUTO

DRIVING SCHOOL

CLEANERS

DANCE

PLUMBER

AUCTION POWER WASH

Radiant health, 
& inner peace.

 QIGONG & YOGA

www.yogaforlife.ca

Andrea Roth
905-505-1324

oth

t health, 

l f

 QIGONG 
adianR

.e& inner peac
h

& OGAY

.caeliffeforogaffo.ywww

ea RndrA
905-505-1324

YOGA

TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs
49$ *

NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

or FREE

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

VETERINARY SERVICES

WOODWORKING

WATER

BUSINESS SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

FUNERAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

Stouffville 905-640-6411
www.clarksonauctions.com

Keller Williams 
Realty Centres, Brokerage  LINDA STEPHENS

Sales Representative
LINDA STEPHENS

Sales RepresentativeIndependently Owned and Operated

Don't delay - call Linda today!

Townhome 
Listings 
Needed! 

Selling? 
Qualified buyers ready 
to negotiate right now! 
Get SOLD and move up!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ Office: 905-895-5972 x 816

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

  
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

+

BOOST YOUR ENERGY!
IMPROVE MENTAL CLARITY!

ACHIEVE YOUR HEALTHY
WEIGHT!

IT’S EASY - SAFE - NATURAL
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO PERSONALIZE A PRO-

GRAM THAT IS JUST RIGHT FOR YOU CALL

KRISTINA (289) 234-9484

TAKE CHARGE OF
YOUR HEALTH 

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insured�/ est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work

Mike
THE WOODWORKER

* Kitchens
* Libraries

* Doors

705-305-7572
woodwork.magic@gmail.com

www.healingcurrent.com 
or call 647.678.0742

Did you know that your energy field
is affected by all that you experience?

Try ENERGY HEALING 
or FOOT REFLEXOLOGY!

See Christina at Alternative Physiotherapy

REDUCE STRESS
REDUCE ILLNESS

T
R
E

CARE
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2.85% 5-year 
rate

*

*APR. O.A.C. Sample rate only. This is the rate for a variable, closed mortgage with a term 

of 5 years. Rates are subject to change without notice. Some conditions apply. Interest is 

calculated semi-annually, not in advance. Visit us at meridianmortgage.ca to learn more. 

 
 

 

 

A better rate to  
lighten up your mortg

Imagine that.
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Ask about Meridian’s Better Than Market™ Mortgage today.

Visit a branch or Meridianmortgage.ca
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Masonary  Ι  Brick Repair  
Interlock Concrete Driveway

Stairs  Ι  Patios 
All Sealing

Waterproofing

416-571-7510 
primetimerob@live.ca 

EXTERIOR 

PRIME TIME 
 

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.

B
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Walkers seek end to 
bullying, victimization

By Brock Weir

4,500 kilometres from
Vancouver, 3.1 million
steps, and 10-pairs-of-
shoes-apiece later, Five
with D.R.I.V.E. walkers
and participants in the
Freedom Walk arrived in
York Region Thursday
afternoon in their quest
to make bullying and vic-
timization a thing of  the
past.

In a mid-afternoon
sun shower, the partici-
pants gathered at the
York Regional Municipal
offices on Yonge Street
for a celebration of  their
Journey for Justice,
which wrapped up
Saturday in Toronto.

The Freedom Walk
was spearheaded by the
Five with D.R.I.V.E.
Foundation - in conjunc-
tion with the Canadian
Crime Victim
Foundation founded by
Newmarket residents Joe
and Lozanne Wamback -
to "give crime victims a
voice."

Five With D.R.I.V.E
(5WD) is a Markham-
based foundation which
supports many causes
throughout York Region
with a mandate for
( D ) e t e r m i n a t i o n ,
(R)espect, (I)nitiative,
(V)alour, and
(E)xcellence. Among the
members of  the team in
the Freedom Walk is
Aurora's Rob Skelly.

En route from the west
coast to Toronto, the
group participated in
speaking and education
events to share their
anti-violence, anti-
bulling, and anti-victim-
ization messages to
schools, community
groups, and populations
in general along their
way. 

"This initiative
pledges to be free of
political interests, preju-
dice and pride," said
organizers. "Our com-
bined efforts will put
those we strive to
empower - victims - at
the forefront of  our
efforts. We are neither
equal in capacity, nor
potential, we are only
equal in our responsibili-
ty to serve the poor and
stand up for those who
have suffered from injus-
tice."

In his remarks to the
assembled crowd,
Newmarket Mayor Tony
Van Bynen, on behalf  of
the Region of  York, salut-
ed the 5WD walkers for
creating awareness and
giving a voice to victims
of  crime.

"We know the physi-
cal, psychological and
financial impacts vic-
tims of  crime experience
and too often it is the per-
petrators of  the crime
that get to move on with
their lives," he said. "Too
often victims of  crime
and their families are
forced to relive their
experience. That is not
fair. It is not right and by

any measure it is what
we're saying today that
victims should not be
marginalized and should
be heard."

York Regional Police
Chief  Eric Joliffe was
recently appointed to
chair the Crime Victims
committee for the
Canadian Association of
Police Chiefs. He paid
tribute to 5WD's dedica-
tion and time.

"It takes true dedica-
tion to a cause, and a
real belief  in the impor-
tance to commit more
than two months of  your
lives to walk more than
60 days, listening to peo-
ple's stories, and experi-
encing some of  them,
likely which were very
difficult to hear," said
Chief  Joliffe. 

"I am sure you have
realised how you can
make a difference in
someone's life just by
lending an ear, providing
support, or just by
directing them to
resources they may not
have known existed. The
effort you have made in
this long journey, espe-
cially in the heat that we
have seen in the last few
days is so important to
the crime victim founda-
tion and equally so
important to the victims
across Canada. 

"As police officers we
know better than most
how important it is to
work with victims of
crime and their families,
to help people rebuild
their lives after tragedy
strikes. You and the
Crime Victim
Foundation provide a

shoulder, you provide
strength, you provide an
outlet for emotion that
people might be unwill-
ing or unable to share
with loved ones. You pro-
vide a light at the end of
the tunnel."

The Canadian Crime
Victim Foundation was
founded by the
Wambacks after their
son Jonathan was left
permanently injured
after an attack 13 years
ago. 

Mr. Wamback said the
Freedom Walk journey
was a "herculean" effort
for victims' rights. One
of  the most difficult
experiences is not the
physical endurance, not
the pain that one suffers,
not the cost, but to "try
and convince ordinary
Canadians whose lives
have not been touched by
crime that it can happen
at any time, anywhere to
anyone."

"No one knows this
better than the family of
the young boy who was
just shot by a stray bul-
let in the Eaton Centre
and it doesn't matter
where you live, you are
not isolated by your
socio-economic position
in this country. It can
happen anywhere and, if
I could have my wish, I
would wish that every
citizen in this country,
because I know that
we're all compassionate
Canadians, that every-
one would feel for one
heartbeat one second the
pain, the grief, the agony
that will last a lifetime
for losing a loved one to
violent crime."

my best to ensure great
delivery.”

Jaan decided to take
up his paper route to
make some extra money
for himself, but would
like to save up for a Mac
Book Laptop in the
future to update his
current system.

“They are helpful
and faster than the com-
puter I have at home,”
he said.

Beyond delivering
papers, Jaan is an avid
athlete, participating in
track events – making it

to the area meet despite
discomfort after the
fracture – and playing
rep soccer for the
Aurora Youth Soccer
Club. In fact, soccer is
one of  the reasons Jaan
likes Aurora as a Town.

“[It has] nice people,
lots of  soccer fields and
it is not too busy,” he
said.

Congratulations are
in order, for one of  our
busiest, and most dedi-
cated carriers for going
beyond the call of  duty
when necessary to get
The Auroran out to our
readers.

Carrier of the month

Mark MacDonnell of the RCMP, Markham native and member of the Calgary Police
Services Daniel Rossi, brother Andrew Rossi, Rob Skelly of Aurora, and Travis Juska
of Calgary Police Services were the Five For DRIVE, leading the Freedom Walk as it
came into York Region on Thursday afternoon.                 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900

www.gatewaylanes.ca

From page 16
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AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL LCBO
HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

"Wish Dad" and firefighter
look for next challenge
after City Hall stunt

By Brock Weir

When Aurora's Brian Veloso woke at 5.30 a.m. on
June 19, he took to strolling around the streets of
Downtown Toronto to clear his head. 

What was on his mind was what was before him
later that morning - rappelling down the side of
Toronto City Hall. Mr. Veloso was just one of  over
90 participants who were scheduled to make their
way down the side of  the city landmark that morn-
ing to raise money for the Make-a-Wish
Foundation. 

The Velosos have become heavily involved in the
Foundation since their own son's "wish day" in
April when four-year-old Owen was named an hon-
ourary firefighter in the Central York Fire
Services.

Mr. Veloso was then asked to participate in the
first of  what Make-a-Wish hopes is an annual Rope
for Hope event, involving ropes, harnesses, land-
marks - and a good dose of  adrenaline.

"I was trying to get my mind off  of  it," said Mr.
Veloso of  his twilight constitutional. "I was scared
leading up to the time that I left to actually arrive
at City Hall. I was just extremely anxious to get it
over with.

"When I got upstairs though the best way I can
describe it is I put on my game face. I knew I was
going to enjoy this moment and I was going to con-
centrate on making sure that I understood every
component of  what I needed to know."

He went through feeling scared to anxious to
arguably "very excited" relatively quickly in the
process, and over equally quickly was the trip
down the side of  the building. He got down in about
4.5 minutes and while getting closer and closer to
the firmness of  the earth, he experienced a sense
of  pride he was actually accomplishing something
he was so "apprehensive" about and conquering the
fear of  the unknown. 

"I was proud and excited to get to the bottom and
just to see my kids and the expressions on their
faces that they were very proud of  Dad, that I was
able to accomplish something a little bit crazy like
that," he said. 

"It got to a point where at that moment in time,
if  someone said, do you want to go up again, I
might have actually said yes," he said. "I almost
wanted to scream a little bit, grab the kids, and
throw them up in the air just for a great accom-
plishment. It was almost like winning a trophy in
sports. You don't dive down to the ground; you just
want to grab that cup and skate around and hug
your teammates."

Through the fundraiser, Mr. Veloso raised just
under $6,000 for the Make-A-Wish foundation
through as part of  Team Owen's Heart, named after
their son who is awaiting what is hoped to be his
final surgery for a congenital heart defect. This
was well above their goal of  $2,000. Joining Team
Owen's Heart on Tuesday was Central York Fire
Services (CYFS) Captain Shaun Mitchell, whose
department made a $2,000 donation to the event.

He said Rope for Hope was everything he could
have expected.

"I bundled up all the nervous energy I had and
turned it to a lot of  excitement," said Captain
Mitchell. "It was a lot of  fun.

"I challenged myself  to look down," he said. "If
you wanted to challenge yourself  and really throw
some excitement into it then for sure you were to
look down. I really wanted to push myself  so I got a
couple of  really good glances down to see how far I
was."

Like Mr. Veloso, Captain Mitchell said as soon as
he hit the ground he wanted to go back up there
again. "When we got down to the ground, I was first
able to give Firefighter Owen a huge hug," said
Mitchell. "Then his dad also did it and was there to
give me a big hug and a hand shake and we both
congratulated each other. He had anxiety about
such a height and he challenged himself. If  we can
do it anyone can do it."

Looking ahead, Captain Mitchell is looking for-
ward to having many more members of  the CYFS
joining the fun next year. As for Mr. Veloso, he's
looking forward to the next challenge, which could
be the CN Tower Walk, again to raise money for
Make-a-Wish.

"[This work with the Foundation] has just been
so rewarding, that they would reach out to us and
they thank us when at the end of  the day we should
be thanking them because it makes a difference in
our lives to be able to give back to the people who
have given so much to Owen."

(Top)  When Brian Veloso
hit the ground on Tuesday
he was immediately
greeted by his son Owen
with his wife Laura close
behind. 

(Below) The father-son
duo were joined by
Central York Fire Services
Captain Shaun Mitchell,
who also made his way
down the side of Toronto
City Hall.

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer
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Life. Lived Better.®
 N

EW D
EPOSIT 

PROGRAM*

* Limited time offer.  See sales rep for details. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustrations are artist’s concept only. 
Rockport® is a registered trademark of Rockport and used under license. ©Rockport 2010. All rights reserved. E.&O.E. 2012. Brokers protected.

rockportgroup.net

Ridgewood II is the ultimate expression of carefree resort-style living - a place that feels like 

the weekend… everyday. An intimate 6 storey condominium with exceptional recreational 

facilities including a sumptuous outdoor saltwater swimming pool and indoor  hot tub. 

Miles of area trails and ravine parks. Nearby cafés. Fabulous shopping and minutes to GO 

Transit. Incredible suites with equally incredible views. An oasis of gracious tranquility 

in the heart of historic Aurora. Come home to Ridgewood II and leave the world behind. 

Presentation Centre: 180 John West Way, Suite 103, 

Aurora, Mon.-Wed. Noon-6 pm, Closed Thurs. & Fri., 

Weekends & Holidays Noon-5 pm

905 841 1004
Elegant Suites

 from the
$300’s*

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION

1  Y E A R  F R E E 

M A I N T E N A N C E *
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