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Grade 12 AHS student, and philanthropist, Brooke Harrison is pictured at her home Friday proudly
showing off her trophy after being named one of Canada’s Top 20 Under 20. The award is presented
by Youth in Motion, in an effort to recognize and build networks for Canada’s future leaders.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

AHS student named one of Canada’s Top 20 under 20
By Brock Weir

Aurora's Brooke Harrison
has been named one of
Canada's Top 20 Under Twenty.

Ms. Harrison, 18, a Grade 12
Student at Aurora High
School, was presented with
her award at a ceremony at
Toronto's Arcadian Court on
Thursday Morning. 

"I was completely shocked,"
said Ms. Harrison, the day
after the ceremony, recalling
the moment she found out she
had made the cut about a
month and a half  ago. 

Sworn to secrecy about the
award, except for those
involved with the nomination,
Ms. Harrison said she had a
hard time keeping the news
bottled up.

"That someone felt I was
deserving of  this award was
crazy," she said. "I never
thought I would actually get

there; the top 20 under twenty
in all of  Canada? I was just
shocked and humbled and
excited, and I teared up.”

Canada's Top 20 Under
Twenty is an initiative of
Youth in Motion to recognize
Canada's future leaders. Youth
in Motion was founded in 1997
to create "inspiring and educa-
tional" programs for youth,
which has grown and flour-
ished, and Top 20 Under
Twenty is a hallmark of  their
programming. 

The program honours
young Canadians who are
making a difference to their
communities and the wider
world, particularly in fields of
leadership, innovation and
achievement. Presented in
conjunction with Intact
Insurance, CTV Globe Media,
and Pepsi, among others, the
program is open to all young

Pedestrian mall, year-round market 
could be part of 20 year plan

By Brock Weir

More representation at the
Region of  York, a Cultural Master
Plan, a pedestrian mall, and a
year-round Farmers’ Market,
those are just some of  the ideas
that could come out of  Aurora’s
new master plan.

Aurora’s new strategic plan, a
20 year framework focusing on
growing businesses and fostering
sustainability, was presented to
Councillors at last Tuesday’s gen-
eral committee meeting, before it
comes up at Council for final
approval at the end of  the month.
It also focuses on community, the
economy, and the environment.

To bolster Aurora as a commu-
nity, the first objective Council
will tackle over the next 20 years 
is improving transportation, 
mobility, and connectivity.

This first challenge will be

tackled to improve accessible
transit service, establish further
east-west links across Town for all
forms of  transportation, and not
just cars. Traffic patterns will also
be looked at to improve movement
and safety at key intersections,
and the trails master plan will be
regularly updated.

Building a sustainable infra-
structure also falls under the com-
munity umbrella, focusing on
expanding infrastructure to sup-
port a larger population, as well as
“celebrating and promoting our
culture.”

Through this objective, a
“Cultural Master Plan” could be
created “to include heritage,
music and art to promote more
cohesive and coordinated cultural
service.” The plan also calls on
lawmakers to “actively promote
and support a plan to revitalize

Continued on page 19
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THURSDAY, JUNE 14
The Aurora Chamber Golf  Classic will be held at

St. Andrew's Valley Golf  Club, right here in Aurora.
Starting with a 10 a.m. shotgun, the tournament will
include breakfast and warm-up, 18 holes of  superior
golf  with lunch, followed by a reception with food
stations and refreshments, a silent auction and
prizes.  Don't miss out on this great opportunity to
connect with 144 of  Aurora's most prominent busi-
ness people.  Call Nancy at the Chamber for more
information: 905-727-7262.

FRIDAY, JUNE 15
Classical Pianist Oleg Samokhin will hold a

piano recital tonight at 7.30 p.m. at the Aurora
Cultural Centre (22 Church Street). The program
will include music by Liszt, Ravel, Skryabin, and
Prokofiev. Tickets for adults are $30 and $25 for sen-
iors and students. For more information, call 905-604-
6292 or email waofmusic@gmail.com.

JUNE 16 – JUNE 17
The Everything About Babies and Tots Show

takes place today  at the Aurora Community Centre
1.  The Treehouse TV live stage features Thomas &
Friends and a special appearance by Angelina
Ballerina.  Come and see the live animal show and
many exciting exhibitors.  Come early and play with
Fisher-Price's Thomas & Friends Trackmaster
engines and play sets.   FREE gift bag for the first 250
guests per day. Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 16
The Aurora Historical Society presents Then &

Now: A Fashion Show and Strawberry Tea this after-
noon at Hillary House at 1 p.m. Indulge in decadent
teas, ripe strawberries, and perfect pastries while
watching today's fashion trends showcased along
with their Victorian era counterparts. Cost is $45 per
persion and $40 for members of  the AHS. For more
information, contact the AHS at 905-727-8991.

* * * * 
Christ Church Kettleby will host Art, Wine &

Song tonight from 7 - 9 p.m. Come share the
ambiance of  our century church, nestled in the
rolling hills of  Kettleby. More than two dozen artists
from the scenic villages of  Kettleby, Schomberg,
King, Lloydtown, and Nobleton will be participating.

ON NOW

Work here and walk to downtown Toronto. 
 

FLEXIBLE OFFICE SPACE

Conveniently located next to the

Station
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CALL
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15004 Yonge Street, Aurora

Fully intended to solicit properties not currently under contract.

71 McClenny Drive, $769,000 - Nicely updat-
ed/renovated gem in sought after neighbourhood. 3
car garage. Inviting 'Betz' inground pool. 
Landscaped grounds, mature trees.  Newer furnace,
roof, kitchen and windows.

FO
R S

ALE

49 Chadburn Cres, Aurora, $599,999 - Large 5 Bedroom
home in Aurora's desirable north-west!  Quiet cul-de-sac
backing on green space. Inground pool in a fully fenced back-
yard.  Finished basement, main floor laundry, gas 
appliances, newer high efficiency furnace and roof.

FO
R S

ALE

95 Memorial Gardens Way, Newmarket, $579,800 -
Exceptional value in sought after Woodland Hill! Just under 3100
Sf, Wonderful floor plan with main floor Library/Office. Large LR
with walk-out to balcony.  Large kitchen, new hardwood in dining
& family rms. Walk to school, mall, parks, trails, hwy's & more.

FO
R S

ALE

394 Binns Ave, Newmarket - $569,000 - Excellent family
home in Glenway Estates.  Approx 2500 Sf on a good size lot!
Main floor laundry. 29X12 covered multi-level deck. 
Beautiful large pond in private backyard. Newer furnace and
roof. Professionally finished basement.  

FO
R S

ALE

FO
R S

ALE

51 Sir Sanford Fleming Way, Vaughan - $899,000 - 
'Magnificent Maple' 3000 Sq Ft +, open concept kitchen, 
hardwood floors, oak staircase, granite counter tops, finished
basement w/separate entrance. Fenced yard. Maple 
& Rutherford.

FO
R S

ALE

&

39 McKnight Cres, Tottenham - $289,000 - Fantastic starter
home on a great street – close to shop and schools. Backyard
private retreat. Hardwood main floor with a gourmet kitchen,
walkout to large deck, fenced yard, 3 Bedrooms, finished
basement.

 

Browse and buy paintings, sculpture, pottery, and
photography. Entertainment will be provided by
Onyx Vocal Band. $25 per ticket includes wine and
cheese, and more. Proceeds go to the restoration of
the historic 1891 church. For ticket information, call
905-836-4618.

MONDAY, JUNE 18
Sport Aurora hosts a special general meeting

tonight at 7 p.m. to discuss Aurora's 150th anniver-
sary. The theme of  the meeting is "Looking to the
Future."  During the evening, which will be held in
Council Chambers at Town Hall, a progress report
will be made about the Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame
progress with the introduction of  a Board of
Governors and Organizing Committee. Special
Guests Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and Director Al
Downey will present the Town's recreation plans for
the 150th Anniversary of  Aurora and a discussion
will ensue about how Sport Organizations may par-
ticipate.

TUESDAY, JUNE 19
Local artists present "The Youthfulness of

Summer", an evening of  poetry and music, at Bonsai
Hill tea shop tonight at 7 p.m. Performers include
percussionist Jamie Persaud, and poets Luleta
Brown, Deborah L.V. Campo, Stephanie Davidson,
Sterling Dillinger, Billy Ferguson, Susana Lucia,
Linda Squires, Dierdre Tomlinson, Malcolm Watts,
and an open mic for guest poets. Performances begin
at 7.15 p.m. Limited seating. Bonsai Hill is located at
15263 Yonge Street, Unit Two. 905-751-0737.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20
York Regional Police, in partnership with

Vaughan Fire and Rescue Service, invites local sen-
iors to their Smart Seniors Symposium this morn-
ing between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. at the North Thornhill
Community Centre (300 Pleasant Ridge Avenue in
Vaughan). The symposium will include seminars on
traffic safety, elder abuse, fire safety and healthy
aging. There will be demonstrations by the York
Regional Police Canine Unit and the Emergency
Response Unit, as well as Vaughan Fire and Rescue.

JUNE 2 - JULY 14
The Ontario Society of  Artists hosts a

members' exhibition celebrating the Society's
140th anniversary at the Aurora Cultural
Centre. The show brings together over 100
works of  art from nearly 100 individual mem-
bers. Gallery hours are Tuesday - Friday from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturdays from 12 noon to 4
p.m., and during special events. Two after-
noons of  artists talks will be held June 20 and
July 11. Five selected OSA artists over the two
afternoons will discuss their creative process
in a series of  live demos and illustrated lec-
tures. All are welcome to attend and admis-
sion is free. For more information, contact the
Cultural Centre at 905-713-1818 or visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

JUNE 6 - JUNE 25
The Aurora Performing Arts Group is

auditioning adult females for leading roles in
"Anne of  Green Gables." Loved by millions
around the world, this timeless classic relives
the poignant and funny story of  Anne Shirley,
the spunky, red-headed orphan who comes to
Prince Edward Island hoping to find a happy
home.  This  musical is based on the book
written in 1908, by Lucy Maud Montgomery.
"Anne with an E" continues winning the
hearts of  audiences young and old. Come 
out and audition for our 18th season 
production. For more information contact
www.auroraperformingartsgroup.com 

Continued on page 27
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SUSPECT SOUGHT 
FOR RACIAL GRAFFITI

Police are looking for a suspect after spray
painted swastikas showed up in eight Aurora loca-
tions in the early hours of  May 28.

Eight locations on Yonge Street between
Wellington Street and Kennedy Street were
defaced with stencilled sevens, arranged to 
resemble swastikas that morning.

The suspect is described as a white male in his
late teens or early 20s, approximately 5’8 or 5’9 in
height and of  an average build. He was wearing a
dark, hooded sweater and dark pants at the time.

According to Constable Rebecca Boyd of  the
York Regional Police, once the suspect is found
and charged, it will be determined at a later date if
it was a hate crime.

“They would be charged with mischief, which
is what somebody would be charged with regard-
less of  whether it was a hate crime,” she said.
“Where the hate aspect comes into play is in the
sentencing, so if  this person is found guilty, then it
would be up to the judge to determine whether this
is hate motivated.”

It is largely the responsibility of  property own-
ers to remove the graffiti and, at press time, exam-
ples have yet to be covered up, including six
swastikas at the southwest corner of  Yonge and
Wellington.

Briefly

DAMIR
VRANCIC

LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

Home Owners helping homeowners

While Supplies Last.

  5,000 BTU Only $114.99 
  8,000 BTU Only $249.99 
12,000 BTU Only $319.99 

With a

AIR CONDITIONER

SALE PRICED

Time for tea! Doing a dry run on the verandah of Hillary House for this Saturday’s Fashion Show and Strawberry
Tea, Aurora Historical Society vice president, Patricia Wallace, serves tea to volunteer, Helen Burlanyette.  The
show will feature today’s fashions, as modelled here by Andrea Manning of Injoy Boutique as well as historical-
ly accurate Victorian fashions supplied by McLeod Mercantile.  Held under a marquee tent on the grounds, it will
go ahead, rain or shine.  Tickets were still available at press time and can be purchased for $45 by calling Hillary
House at 905-727-8991. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Fashion on the menu for 
strawberry tea Saturday

By Brock Weir 

If  you’re fashion forward, take a
step back this weekend and take
part in “Then and Now: A Fashion
Show and Strawberry Tea” hosted
by the Aurora Historical Society.

The Fashion show will be held
this Saturday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
at Hillary House.

Victorian-era fashions will be
presented alongside their modern
counterparts on an outdoor run-
way set up on the Hillary House
grounds. A Victorian walking
ensemble might be showcased
alongside a modern yoga outfit, for
example. Familiar with the heavy
layers and hats women used to
wear to take a dip in the lake? You
may be able to contrast that aus-
tere garb with some of  the vibrant
bikinis of  today.

This isn’t, however, just to show
off  how the whalebone corsets of
yesteryear have been replaced by
Spanx – men’s fashions will be fea-
tured too, and modelled by Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe and Councillors
Chris Ballard and Paul Pirri to
boot!

“This will be a sight to see!” said
the Aurora Historical Society on
Friday. “The style-minded of
Aurora have one more reason to
come out and enjoy a wonderful
afternoon tea at Hillary House.”

In addition to the fashion show
there will also be, as the name sug-
gests, a strawberry tea, which will
feature for guests, showcasing a
variety of  teas, local strawberries,
and delicate pastries, as well as a
silent auction and tour of  Hillary
House itself.

The fashion show is the latest in

a number of  events the Aurora
Historical Society has mounted to
mark the 150th anniversary of
Hillary House, Aurora’s only
national historic site. One was the
unveiling of  a new – and ongoing –
art display called “Art at the
Manor”, featuring the work of  five
local artists given essentially an
all-access pass to the House and
collections to find elements to
inspire their art.

These  will be available for view-
ing for all those who turn out for
Saturday’s event.

Tickets to the fashion show are
still available and can be pur-
chased through the Aurora
Historical Society by calling 905-
727-8991. Tickets are $45 per per-
son, or $40 if  you’re a member of
the AHS. Tables of  six are also
available.

Aurora at 150: Council debates celebration
By Brock Weir 

149 years ago this area’s first settlers laid the ground-
work for what we know today as Aurora.

Next year marks the 150th anniversary of  their
efforts, and the Town of  Aurora is looking to “step it up”
to make it an occasion for the history books. But just
how these plans will come together – and who will be
doing the work – threatens to mar this auspicious event.

Councillors received a number of  suggestions last
week from Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of  Parks and
Recreation on how Aurora’s sesquicentennial can be
marked. Ideas ranged a Mayor’s levee and time capsule
creation in the New Year, the creation of  a commemora-
tive floral display at gateways in the Town, a special
Theatre in the Park event showcasing Aurora’s history,
and working with community groups and clubs to throw
their own parties.

“Aurora’s 150th birthday is a cause for celebration
and planning for such an event should commence imme-
diately,” said Mr. Downey.

It wasn’t, however, the suggested events by Mr.
Downey that garnered the most discussion at the
Council table at last week’s General Committee, but who
was going to plan for it and how it would be paid.

Mr. Downey suggested that $100,000 for planning
could be taken out of  Council’s discretionary reserve
account, which currently stands at approximately $1.3
million, but out of  this $100,000, 60 – 75 per cent of  the

money could go towards hiring a project manager to
oversee the festivities.

This person would be tasked not just with planning,
but with writing grant applications to guarantee Aurora
with the maximum return on its investment, but for
some members of  Council this would leave too little for
the actual events.

“I certainly want this to be as successful as possible
[but] I want to make sure that there is enough funds allo-
cated to make sure all the events the committee or proj-
ect manager comes up with are successful,” said
Councillor Michael Thompson. “I just think for the num-
ber of  different events to be successful, to leave them
with $25,000 in the kitty jeopardizes the success of  it.”

Some Councillors like Paul Pirri saw the merit in
such a plan.

“A good grant writer is worth their weight in gold,
and they would more than pay for themselves,” he said.
“This is an investment in being able to receive grants,
receive sponsorships, and that is important if  you want
to do this.

“I think we have to have these funds in place to hire
the right individual so they can get to work as soon as
possible so we can have the best sesquicentennial cele-
brations that we can.”

But whether this was the right way forward or not,
however, others wanted more concrete information
on what would be entailed in these celebratory events

Continued on page 21
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Over the last two-and-a-half
years, I have heard several people
liken what transpires at the
Council table to watching a train
wreck.

Sitting through last week's
General Committee meeting, how-
ever, analogies more akin to cars
came to mind. If  you want to be
specific, one involving crashing
into a parked car.

"That parked car came right at
me! Honest! Out of  nowhere!" goes
the old chestnut.

These thoughts came to my
mind watching Councillors discuss
plans for Aurora's 150th anniver-
sary next year. On the table was a
$100,000 idea to bring forward a
whole host of  possible events to
mark the occasion, 60 to 70 per cent
of  which is estimated to go towards
a new employee tasked with specif-
ically planning the sesquicentenni-
al, write stellar grants to the appro-
priate agencies, government or
otherwise, and make it an affair to
remember. 

We heard things like "time was
of  the essence" mentioned since
2013 is less than six months away,
and other phrases underscoring
the urgency to really get something
great going. 

This is a momentous occasion to
mark. It is the culmination of  the
efforts of  our earliest settlers to
establish a flourishing community,
and we're here today to reap the
fruits of  their labour, and the
labour of  the generations that
came after the initial people that
expanded outwards from the
Machell family's original corners. 

It should be obvious to anybody
here today that these founders and
their successors did a hell of  a job
to make Aurora what it is today
from those humble beginnings in
1863. We've gone from a rural out-
post to a hub of  industry, to a
model of  suburbia, and Aurora's
development still swings like the
pendulum do. 

The Aurora we know and love is
150 years in the making and it is
certainly worthy of  celebration.

Councillor Gallo was right to point
out on Tuesday, however, how
unusual it is for plans like this to
come forward in the middle of  the
2012 budget cycle. 

Whether, as Mayor Dawe point-
ed out, Council has millions of  dol-
lars squirreled away in a discre-
tionary account for such an occa-
sion is not the point. The point
is...why now?

For those of  you who paused
just now thinking, "2012 is half
over! If  not now, when?" that is
exactly my point. 

If  Aurora wanted to put on an
affair to remember, why is it now
only becoming an urgent issue?
Like the proverbial parked car, it's
not like nobody saw this coming.

There have been 149 years to get
an idea of  how you want to cele-
brate the anniversary, decide who
you want to oversee the planning,
and how you want to pay for it.

If  this was such a high priority
for this Council, something should
have been established - or budgeted
for at the very least - in the first
budget of  this Council. 

The sesquicentennial is going to
be one of  the highest profile lega-
cies of  this Council, something the
Council of  2063 will look at as they
plan to mark Aurora's bicentenni-
al, perhaps with the construction
of  a youth centre, or something. 

Mayor Dawe only made the
motion to get going on some sort of
commemoration last month. 

Councillor Evelyn Buck men-
tioned that not having a committee
or another body overseeing the

planning was "putting the cart
before the horse."

It seems, however, the municipal
coachman left the cart on the hill
in north Aurora unattended to pick
up the grazing horse in Craddock
Park. This unmanned cart no
longer needs a horse. The gravity
of  time has taken over and it has
already streaked through Yonge
and Wellington and will soon be
going under the CN Bridge...and
the horse is still grazing, contem-
plating another day's labour. 

However this turns out, whatev-
er Aurora eventually decides to
plan, and whoever they decide to
put in charge of  it, it is perfectly
reasonable that they will look back
into the archives and see what was
planned for Aurora's Centennial
celebrations. Since Councillor
Gaertner has recently and sudden-
ly become the old Aurora Public
Library building's vocal champion,
reminding people that this was
Aurora's 100th anniversary cele-
bration to itself, part of  the leg-
work is already there. 

Dear Bicentennial Committee 2063:

If  you're reading this, you're
planning for the biggest blowout the
Town of  Aurora has ever seen. If
things have taken an unexpected
turn, and it is certainly not incon-
ceivable that they have, you're plan-
ning for the 200th anniversary of
one of  the more picturesque neigh-
bourhoods in the City of  Newora in
the Regional Municipality of  York.
As we wrote this week, we  figured
you may be looking through our
online archives - or however our
back issues are stored nowadays - to
find out how the Council of  2013
pulled off  the 150th anniversary.
We hope the issues that follow in the
2012-2013 archive serve you well,
and we certainly hope you have
more than six months to get the job
done.

Sincerely,
The Auroran.

June 2012
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While literary
circles are mourn-
ing the passing of
icon Ray
Bradbury one par-
ticular quote of
his worth sharing
is:

"You don't
have to
burn books
to destroy a
c u l t u r e .
Just get
people to stop reading
them."

In the past 7 years has
Aurora lost its museum.
It has not, nor are there

any plans to re-
create it digitally.

At the Federal
level, severe cuts
set to hit the
Library Archives
Canada will have

a devastating
impact on

our nation's
h e r i t a g e
and our
access to it.
You can

learn more at savelibrar-
yarchives.ca

So much for being led
by a "Conservative" 
government.

Follow Christopher on twitter@WattsTrending

Machell’s Corners 

Poetry and story 
celebration marks first year

The quaint and cozy tea shop of  Bonsai Hill located
at the north east corner of  Yonge and Wellington Street
in our beautiful Aurora downtown core has been the
gathering of  artists, poets, musicians, storytellers and
writers for the past twelve months. 

On the third Tuesday evening of  each month from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m., our spoken word open mic has become the
hub of  a unique cultural exchange of  friendships and
building ground for writers, poets and musicians to
share their creative passions and exchange ideas. 

It's a soul searching, relaxing enjoyable evening for
all ages. Recently we celebrated our first year anniver-
sary. I wish to take this opportunity to thank all the per-
formers who have contributed to our first successful
year. They are the spoken words of  poets: 

Kaelen Black, Marianne Black, Robyn K. Brann, Bob
Brook, Luleta Brown, Deborah L. V. Campo, Nadine
Daley, Stephanie Davidson, Sterling Dillinger, Michael
Dwyer, Billy Ferguson, Sean Grayham, Beth Hart,
Linda Johnson, Susan Lucia, Betty May, Sabine Mayer,
Mike Rowbottom, Susan Stevenson, Linda Squires,
Dierdre Tomlinson and Malcolm Watts. 

Great musicians get their start in small places and
we had them performing their original songs. Thank
you to "The Manatee Band 4, 3, 2, 1",  Aaron Morris,
Bruce Ewart, Paul Mason & Chrispen, "Me & The
Infinite Lovely" Band, Mark Manner, Justin Tamane,
and Ryan Webb. 

Thank you also to solo percussion drummer Jamie
Persaud.  Thank you to poet Luleta Brown, chef  by
trade, who created a decadent homemade carrot cake to
celebrate our occasion. 

Finally we cannot thank owner Yanding Wang
enough for allowing all of  us the freedom to perform at
his Bonsai Hill Tea Shop location.

You're welcome to join us for an evening of  poetry,
"The Youthfulness Of  Summer," on Tuesday June 19th. 

Performance starts at 7.15 p.m.  Limited seating,
open mic for guest poets. Bonsai Hill is located at 15263
Yonge St. Unit 2. 

Deborah Campo
Aurora

We never saw it coming!

100 WATTS
By 

CHRISTOPHER WATTS

Letter to the editor

THE AURORAN
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Environment Canada plays an important role in protecting our envi-
ronment. 

Strong and effective enforcement of  Canada's environmental and
wildlife protection laws is one of  the concrete ways the Government of
Canada is acting on its commitment to clean air, clean water and the
conservation of  wildlife species and their habitat.

Despite the overall emphasis on federal spending restraint, the budg-
et for the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency has been pro-
tected and, in fact, increased by five per cent in Budget 2012.

However, given its breadth, complexity and importance, it's not
entirely surprising that the assessment process has become increasing-
ly cumbersome and unwieldy over time. Accountability is spread
across the federal government and this has led to inconsistency and
delays.

It is our government's intention to improve coordination between
federal, provincial and territorial governments on environmental assessments to
eliminate duplication and save time and money, without compromising the quality of
the review. A new Canadian Environmental Assessment Act will make environmental
reviews more predictable and timely, reduce the duplication between different levels
of  government, strengthen protection through enhanced enforcement measures and
require meaningful consultation with Aboriginal communities.

Reducing duplication can be achieved through federal/provincial Agreements in
Principle on issues such as climate change. For example, the Single Window Reporting
system-which British Columbia signed in 2010-makes it simpler for industry to report
and submit their greenhouse gas emissions data to Environment Canada.

The rule of  "one project, one review," reduces expensive duplication and makes that
one review more focused and stringent. It's also consistent with some of  the other
steps we've taken in the same direction including the creation of  the Major Projects
Management Office for greater coordination and accountability in resource project
reviews. 

We're using that same practical strategy to frame our domestic strategy to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 17 per cent from 2005 levels by 2020. To reach this goal,

the federal government is using an orderly sector-by-sector plan to
find the best and most efficient way forward. 

It started with the transportation sector, the largest-single-source of
greenhouse gas emissions. Along with the United States, we tightened
vehicle emission regulations and made our gasoline greener with a
higher renewable fuel content.

Addressing coal-fired electricity generation was next and new stan-
dards for this sector are on track to be finalized this month to take
effect on July 1, 2015.

We are now laying the foundation for regulated performance stan-
dards in other major-emitting industrial sectors, starting with oil and
gas. 

We have already launched a multi-year plan to collect and monitor
the data from the Oil Sands required to shape the standards that will
ensure this resource is developed in a sustainable, responsible way.

Our government has a strong record of  accomplishment on conservation through
various initiatives. The Habitat Stewardship Program has funded almost 2,000 proj-
ects, protecting more than 160,000 hectares of  habitat. Together with Ontario, our
Government created the world's largest freshwater protected area -- the 10,000 square
kilometres at the top of  Lake Superior.

Through the Natural Areas Conservation Program, we have helped partners like
Ducks Unlimited Canada and the Nature Conservancy of  Canada to secure the protec-
tion of  almost 1,700 square kilometers of  ecologically sensitive land. In Canada's
Economic Action Plan 2012, we reaffirmed this commitment to conservation by pledg-
ing $50 million to the Species at Risk Act, and an additional $143 million to create
Canada's first-ever national urban park in the Rouge Valley here in Ontario.

Our government understands that the stewardship of  our natural environment is
of  utmost importance. Our determination to get our environmental regulations right
and to enforce them with rigor will ultimately ensure our success.

If  you would like to contact me on these or any other issue, please call 905-953-7515
or email Lois.Brown@parl.gc.ca. I would love to hear from you.

Back in March 2011, I again wrote about a subject that had been
of  increasing concern to me - the lack of  adequate customer serv-
ice in our society.

That column certainly struck a chord with a number of  readers
judging by the amount of  e-mails and letters that I received.

Although it has been just over one fifteen months since I last
wrote about this topic, a recent local experience had compelled me
to do so again. 

I am not Ralph Nader here on some type of  corporate crusade; I
simply want, when I go to purchase a good or service, as the old
advertising line goes, "to be treated like a somebody."

In early spring I was preparing my lawnmower for the season; I
changed the oil and sparkplug and I also replaced the air filter.
However, the mower would not work. In fact, it would not even
"turn over."

I took the machine in to one of  the local hardware shops on a
Saturday afternoon and one of  their young employees had a look.
He could still not get it to work. 

The young man offered to send the mower to a repair shop in Newmarket. I said
"great, thank you." The employee told me to call him on Monday afternoon and he
should have an idea of  what was wrong with the unit.

I called on the Monday afternoon and was told that because the repair shop is
quite busy that it will be a few days at least before they can look at it. I asked for,
and was given, the direct contact information for the repair shop.

I called the repair shop late on the Thursday afternoon and I was met with a
rather distressed "Hello, can I help you". I told the gentleman on the phone my
name and told him that a young chap from the local hardware store had brought
my lawnmower in earlier this week and I was looking to get an estimated time that
he would be looking at the mower.

He said "I have a huge line up ahead of  you, and I won't be able to even have a
look at yours, never mind repair it, for about two weeks".

I was dumfounded. I said that I had yet to cut my lawn this spring and 
I can't/won't wait this long and that I would come and get my mower in the morn-
ing. He said, "Fine."

I showed up at the Newmarket location at 8.30 a.m. and there was a huge amount

of  lawnmowers in need of  repair outside and inside his shop. 
I introduced myself  and the shop owner was polite and showed
me where my lawnmower was.

Just as we were talking the phone rang. This is a partial 
transcript of  this side of  the conversation:

Repair shop Owner: "Hello."
Repair Shop Owner: "No, I don't have your machine ready yet

- there are many in front of  you". (He repeated this line a few
times.)

Repair Shop Owner: (very loudly and in an agitated state) -
"As I told you the other day, I will call you when I get to it…no, I
don't know when that will be".

The phone conversation ends and the shop owner looks at me
and says "I have so many mowers that need repair and I can't get
to them with all the calls…yesterday I had over ninety calls, so I

could only fix ten mowers".
As I said goodbye I thought to myself, this guy had better hire someone to man

the phones or install an answering service because with that phone manner, he
won't be having many repeat customers.

As I thought further about it, the poor guy was all by himself  and he was prob-
ably doing the best that he could to handle the work load and maybe he can't afford
to hire anyone as the mower repair side of  his business may be only is busy for a
short time at the start of  the spring.

Regardless, he needed - at the very least - to do a much better job of  managing
people's expectations. 

My story ended on a happy note because the employee at the hardware store had
also given me a business card for a local engine repair company and after having
dealt with the repair shop in Newmarket, I was able to get my mower repaired the
next day.

Please remember, a happy customer means a customer that will be coming back.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Poll Results

POLL-VOTE
www.theauroran.com

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.

Final week to vote!

Aurora Council recently decided not to
grant a request from the Aurora Jazz+
Festival to waive $1,300 in park fees for

their four day use of  Town Park during the
annual summer festival.

Should the Town of Aurora reconsider their 
decision and waive the $1,300 park fees for the

Aurora Jazz+ Festival?
1) Yes    2) No
3) Don't Know

To share your reasons why, please send 
your thoughts to letters@auroran.com.

22%
YES

74 %
NO

3 %
DON’T KNOW

(25) (83)
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PERSPECTIVE
By STEPHEN SOMMERVILLE

Ottawa Report

Customer Service in Aurora - Round VI

This ceramic pitcher is
part of the Hillary family’s
extensive collection of
beautiful pieces now on
display at Hillary House.
This Wedgewood dark
blue jasper pitcher from
the turn of the century is
one of many items up for
“adoption” in a fundraiser
for the Aurora Historical
Society. Through this
Adopt-an-Artefact pro-
gram, supporters of
Aurora’s heritage will be
able to “own” a piece of it
for one year. Those who
adopt, which begins at
$150 per item, will receive
an adoption certificate
and a photo of their arte-
fact to display at home.
For more information on
this fundraising cam-
paign, contact the AHS at
905-727-8991 or commu-
nity@aurorahs.com.
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A & F Hair Elite

In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

Next to No Frills

A 

In 

14800 Yonge St. Aurora O Ont. L4G 1N3  • T

Alfredo has been with 
 

42 years!for

  

 
 Call Today For Your No Charge Home Evaluation 
 

 

905-841-5405  steve@stevethomas.ca 

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Full MLS Service 
Consultation with home stager included with MLS listing 
Over 30 years industry knowledge 
12 years experience as a realtor 
Top Producer 2011 with Sutton Group – Solutions Realty Inc. 
Friendly, honest service 
Aurora resident for 25 years 

Sutton Group – Solutions
Realty Inc., Brokerage 

Independently Owned 
& Operated

FLEXIBLE COMMISSION PROGRAM

Full MLS Service For Less

Steve Thomas 
Sales Representative 
“Manager Aurora 

Branch Office”

WWW.STEVETHOMAS.CA

NOTICE OF PUBL IC OPEN HOUSE

THE AURORA PROMENADE 
STREETSCAPE DESIGN AND 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

The Town of Aurora is organizing the second  
in a series of public consultations for the  
Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan 
on Thursday, June 28 at 6 p.m. at the Aurora Public Library  
(Magna Room), located at 15145 Yonge Street.

At this public open house, the draft Streetscape Design and 
Implementation Plan will be presented, including the project’s 
next steps. There will also be a feedback and question and answer 
period.

BACKGROUND

The Aurora Promenade Concept Plan Urban Design Strategy 
identified the need to conduct a detailed Streetscape Design and 
Implementation Plan for key sections of Yonge Street and  
Wellington Street to accommodate redevelopment and its 
integration with the established historic character of the area.

Town of Aurora staff are guiding this project and has retained  
The Planning Partnership and Kramer Design Associates to lead  
the process.

For more information, please contact Fausto Filipetto,  
Planning & Development Services, at 905-727-3123 ext. 4342  
or ffilipetto@aurora.ca

Additional details pertaining to The Aurora Promenade can be 
accessed on our website at www.aurora.ca/aurorapromenade

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4342

Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

Reviewing Aurora's 150th anniversary plans
General Committee June 5, had a Staff  recommendation

for Aurora's 150th community celebration. This item will gain
final approval at Council Tuesday, June 12. I support the ini-
tiative, but not necessarily the model as outlined in the report. 

If  the recommendation had failed, in my opinion, that
decision would cost us valuable time. That can't help as we
prepare for a milestone. Council can amend the recommenda-
tions.

I believe the Mayor took the initiative to table the idea,
with staff  recommendations in a timely manner.  I believe
there a great deal of  merit to the sesquicentennial celebra-
tion. The proposal gives us time to make the most of  a glori-
ous opportunity. It gives time for Council to work together and
do their job.

Those in opposition last week were generous in their crit-
icism, and offered very few positive options. That will be dif-
ferent this week. It appeared to me, they were nixing the
whole celebration idea because they believed the Mayor had
done something untoward. I disagree. 

Mayor Dawe should be given credit for recognizing that we
should be thinking ahead. (No one else on Council thought of
it ) I'm certain the item will be pulled for discussion and con-
fident that prepared with debate, this will be approved,

although the model will have been modified.
Councillor Humfryes made some good comments at

General Committee regarding how to move forward with the
celebration initiative. I would be along the same with some of
her ideas, with the following.  No Planner.

1) Form a committee to perform the legwork of  the cele-
bration, at no cost to the taxpayers. I like this idea. We can
bring in additional funding to staff  the events if  need be,
down the road at a fraction of  the cost.

2) Use the summer to get feedback from the residents as to
what their expectations and ideas are. Post a survey input on
our notice board, website. Do intercept interviews at public
events during the summer.

3) Consolidate celebration events to maybe 3 big communi-
ty events during 2013 year. The Canada Day Parade appears
obvious. Events where the whole community is invited and
involved, rather than smaller isolated events.

4) Explore commemorative initiatives during the year.
Opening of  a park, a building, a heritage event, like Doors
Open.

This would allow us to consolidate ideas, with public input
that would be ready to be put into place by this fall for the fol-
lowing 2013 budget. We will then be in a favourable position to

Overcoming barriers to “green” travel
At the end of  May, it was reported that the Welsh 

national government have taken some novel approach TO
PROMOTE GREEN TRAVEL.

They have decided to oblige the local governments to
identify, plan for, and implement walking and cycling
routes. 

Well, this national government of  Wales must be com-
mended for the approach. To start with, they have already
tackled the absolute major barrier to the change of  travel
culture: the attitudes of  local bureaucrats, consultants, and
politicians. 

Here in Canada, the key local government officials still
believe that they are serving the public well by not rocking
the boat and by not switching budget allocations, from infra-
structure for roads to infrastructure for safer, more sustain-
able and healthy modes of  traffic. They are mistaken.

There is a need to employ the carrot approach, to be able
to entice people to switch away from their cars. And that
means more appealing, inviting walking and cycling 

present our celebration plans for any grant funding and/or
partnering opportunities available to offset the financial cost
to the taxpayers.

Councillor John Abel
Aurora

Letters to the editor

“Grave concerns” over budget bill
We should have grave concerns about the Federal Budget

Bill C-38 that Harper and his government are trying to push
through Parliament without input from the people who will
be most affected by the changes.  

Bill C-38 is far more than a budget bill as it contains
changes to 70 different laws.  It weakens or removes many of
Canada's most important environmental protections.  It also
attempts to silence charities and other Canadian voices who
speak out for the environment and other vital issues. 

Health transfers to the provinces will be reduced by $31 bil-
lion and Canadians will be forced to work for two years longer
before qualifying for Old Age Security.  

In attempting to pass Bill C-38, the Conservative govern-
ment is using its power to promote oil and other major indus-
tries, instead of  being good stewards for Canada's environ-
ment, wildlife and people.  

The democratic principles that Canada is founded on are
at risk and now is the time for us, as Canadians, to speak out. 

Fortunately, some Conservative MPs have already voiced
concern about this bill. With this in mind, I call on Lois Brown
to speak up against Bill C-38 and to do the right thing for her
constituents by helping to stop this bill from being passed. 

Erika Allen
Aurora

environments.
While the local governments bear the brunt of  this not

being achieved, the regional and provincial governments
are not helpful either.

Three years ago the Regional government concocted a
Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan that relied almost
exclusively on walking and cycling paths that are located
within the road corridors, with the extreme being the use of
utterly unsafe, and otherwise non-inviting shoulders of
regional roads.  

Even though, as a Member of  the Public Advisory Team,
I pleaded for a paradigm shift in approach to off-road walk-
ing and cycling infrastructure, they stuck to their on-road
version.

Recently I became aware that the Region is reconsider-
ing their on-road approach. 

The province, in the meantime, has so far entirely
ignored any opportunity to implement binding policy on
switching as much traffic from motorized to non-motorized
modes. 

My attempt to get our local Member of  Provincial
Parliament, the official opposition transportation critic in
the Ontario Legislature, to even consider a discussion paper
on how to switch to more sustainable traffic modes has, so
far, fallen on deaf  ears.

In the meantime, Aurora managed to erase trails that
they approved in the Trails Master Plan only last October,
without consultation with those of  us who worked diligent-
ly to put together a well thought-out trails network.  With
the stroke of  a pen the sale of  Town owned lands to a major
food retailer, whose many health conscious customers
would almost certainly not have approved of  the company's
insistence that the trails corridors could not be accommo-
dated, with a stroke of  the pen, planned trails were struck,
with no discussion. 

High up local bureaucrats at work, no flagging to the
Councillors, of  the fact that trails policy was wiped out, in
the course of  the sale, work done at the negotiating table,
behind closed doors.

When the Welsh legislation becomes effective such local
shenanigans will no longer be possible. That is, not possible
in Wales.

In Aurora? It is difficult to predict when green travel will
arrive here.

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora
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I am grateful every
day to have been born
into a life of  privilege.  

Before you think me a
snob, know that the priv-
ilege I speak of  is simply
that I was born in
Canada and have had all
the advantages that our
community affords us.  

Raised in a middle
class family, I was able to
attend both university
and college.  I not only
have a loving extended
family, but am blessed
with close group of
friends who have become like family
over the years.  

I have two great children and a hus-
band who is my best friend and the one
person I don't know what I'd do without.
After Wayne and I were married, we
purchased our first home and, like
many of  you, eventually moved to a
place where we are now very comfort-
able and happy.  We have wonderfully
kind neighbours and live happily in the
relative safety of  our community.
Please don't think I'm bragging; I am
simply listing all the things I am most
grateful for.    

I talk a great deal about how to
improve one's space, to make a house a
home and doing what I do and working
for the clients I work for, it is easy to
take it all for granted.  

Years ago I had a brief  conversation
with Brian Gluckstein about the
inevitable problems that arise during
renovations, and he encouraged me to
remember and to remind my clients to
remember how lucky they are to be in
the position where they have the luxury
of  renovating at all.  A dose of  perspec-
tive can be invaluable.  

This past weekend, we attended the
Aurora Street Festival and amongst the
many vendors and food trucks in which
we indulged (to the point of  a stomach
ache, I admit), I came across a tent for
Belinda's Place.  I hope you had an

opportunity to visit them
and to be enlightened by
the volunteers about the
struggles of  homeless
women in York Region.  

I have to say, I am
embarrassed that my
naivety let me believe
there is not really a
homelessness problem in
our community.  

Certainly the problem
is not something that is
foremost in my mind as a
day-to-day issue in York
Region.  Standing at the
tent, I picked up a

brochure and was stunned to find out
that while homelessness particularly
"… among women in York Region is
mainly hidden… the reality is more
than 10,000 single women lived in pover-
ty in York Region in 2006."  I shudder to
think how this number may have
increased in the years since and was
disheartened to hear that more than 500
women were turned away in the same
year from shelters in York Region
because they did not meet the criteria
for finding placement.  

Five hundred people are the same
number of  children enrolled in our
neighbourhood elementary school!  

According to the Belinda's Place
brochure, while crisis shelters are
available for women fleeing abuse,
there is literally nowhere in York
Region a woman can go if  she is home-
less.  The good people behind Belinda's
Place are looking to resolve this prob-
lem and are reaching out to our commu-
nity for help.  

Homeless.  The word strikes a chord
with me because on a day-to-day basis,
the people I return to every day and the
places and relative luxuries on which I
came come to rely have simply always
been there. 

I'm trying to imagine if  they weren't,
and if  tonight I left a client's house
picked up my children from school and
did not know where to go next because

When the poisoning death of  a tel-
evision mogul came to light Friday
night, the evidence pointed to sever-
al people. 

Top of  the list was the head of  the
rehabilitation clinic himself. The
second suspect was a local bird-
watcher who had a wealth of  inside
information about the victim - and
about the particular poison that
killed him.

When the real killer was identi-
fied later that evening, the Aurora
Seniors showed evident surprise.
Only one group named the culprit.

The plot was laid out prior to din-
ner, along with input from each of
the patients who were present when
the murder took place. As the meal
progressed, the seniors wondered
who would have killed Ted Turnup. 

Before dessert, the patients inter-
acted with each other, pointing fin-
gers, throwing insults, and defend-
ing themselves. By the time they
were done, it was almost impossible
to imagine which one had the
biggest motive. 

The Duchess (played by Norma
Dover) pled innocent even though
she certainly had good reason to do
away with the mogul. After all, he
could ruin her entire life with one
action.

Chocoholic and cook, Patty
Bakewell (played by Minoo
Sedighinejad) had a lot of  opportu-
nity, but her motives were elusive.

Judge Jennie (played by Sue
Meacock) seemed too scattered,
probably because of  her recent nerv-
ous breakdown, to take such action.
She had her flask to keep her compa-
ny.

Jean Claude Le Pom
Pom (played by Dave
Griffith) surely was far
too wrapped up in his
paranoia to learn
about poisons and take
action.

Don Cheery (played
by Brian Sperry)
risked losing his on-air
show because of  his
loud voice and even
louder suits. A hockey
analyst and all-round
great Canadian guy, (as
he describes himself), he certainly
had the motive although he'd rather
"sort it out in a back alley".

And then there was Martha
Stewpot (played by Betty
MacKenzie), a kleptomaniac who,
according to Don Cheery, had plenty
of  experience with poisons. It was
her method for getting rid of  all the
pests in her life. Perhaps more perti-
nent, the victim played a major role
testifying against her in her recent
court case.

Golfer Anika Twoputt (played by
Jan Freedman) seemed a likely sus-
pect since, according to a witness,
she was seen with Ted arguing by
the lake shortly before his death.

Now, birder Maggie Pie (played by
Stella Switzer) certainly knew
enough about poisons, having
worked in a pharmacy. But where
was the motive? Perhaps she'd jotted
down some incriminating bit of
information in her ever-present
notebook. But then, wouldn't that
make her the more likely victim
than murderer?

Apparently, Maggie Pie and the

victim had known each
other since their col-
lege days. Would she
have enough bad expe-
riences with him over
the years to want him
dead?

Anxious to get the
proceedings over,
Simon Cowbell (played
by Bud Switzer) quick-
ly showed why he was
getting anger manage-
ment help. Apart from
a few quick barbs here

and there, he revealed little that
would make him an obvious suspect. 

Finally, there was Dolly
Doubledee (played by Betty Kelly).
Her whole purpose in life was to
ensure she kept her youthful
looks…and to open her own restau-
rant. Could the denial of  funds from
the victim give her enough reason to
do away with him?

The final stage was set. Who poi-
soned Ted Turnup? 

After reviewing and evaluating
all the facts, the seniors gave their
prediction of  who poisoned Ted
Turnup, the television mogul. To the
dismay of  many seniors, the owner
of  the Jekyll Rehab Clinic & Used
Furniture Emporium was a popular
choice. Played by Zara Stuart-Jones,
the brilliant psychiatrist Dr.
Sigmund Jekyll had provided little
to implicate him.

With all decisions in, the seniors
in the great hall sat in suspense
waiting for the final verdict. When
the murderer's true identity was
revealed, gasps rose from across the
room, triggering more discussions.

A terrific evening!
If  you missed it, you might want

to jump on the wagon quickly next
time the Aurora Seniors offer a mur-
der mystery event.

"Merlin's Hollow" - a Garden
Masterpiece

If  you haven't yet visited the gar-
den at Merlin's Hollow, you're in for
a big surprise. Dierdre and David
Tomlinson have spent the past 30
years building this massive garden
that they share with the public every
summer. 

They open the doors for the year
on the second Saturday in May to
show spring bulbs, wild flowers and
alpine scree. On the second Saturday
in June, you can enjoy the fragrant
garden, thyme lawn, iris and
peonies.

Of  course, it's too late this year
for those early enjoyments, but you
will want to mark them on your cal-
endar for next year.

You still have time to enjoy the
garden this year, however.

On July 7 (the first Saturday in
July) and Sunday July 15, you are
invited to view the flowering peren-
nials, pond and water garden.

Located at 181 Centre Crescent,
the garden is open from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. free of  charge.

For more information on the
Aurora Seniors' Centre and all it has
to offer, drop by 90 John West Way,
visit the web site
www.auroraseniors.ca, email auro-
raseniors@rogers.com or call 905-
726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Monday to Friday.

there was simply nowhere to go.  It's dif-
ficult to imagine, but what's more diffi-
cult is knowing that someone in my
community is already living that way
on a daily basis.

I have never been more aware of  the
blessings I have, the privileges I enjoy,
the luck in which I live.  Don't get me
wrong, both my husband and I work
very hard.  We have our struggles just
like everyone else, but at the end of  the
day we can turn to each other knowing
we have a safe and warm place to raise
our children and to live our lives.  The
thought of  life without a home seems
unbearable.

So, for all my talk about making your

house a home and investing wisely, I
have become increasingly aware that
we're lucky simply to have a house to
call home.  

I encourage you to visit the Belinda's
Place website at
http://www.belindasplace.ca/ to see
what you can do to help in their
fundraising efforts.  

Janice Clements is a Certified 
Interior Decorator, President of  Clements
Interiors and a member of  CDECA. Visit
her on the web at
www.clementsinteriors.com, or follow
her blog at http://www.40somethingand
counting.blogspot.com/

No House, No Home

SENIOR
SCAPE

By SYLVIA DICKENS

BRINGING
DESIGN 
TO LIFE

By JANICE CLEMENTS

Murder suspect surprises Aurora seniors

If  you suffer from hand
pain, wrist pain or Carpal
Tunnel Syndrome you
should be aware that an
upcoming  workshop in
Oak Ridges will reveal eye-
opening solutions to help
those suffering with these
conditions. 

Many people are frus-
trated that they continue
to suffer with these
painful conditions despite
receiving various treat-
ments.

This workshop will
reveal the underlying
cause of  most hand and
wrist pain as well as share
why these causes are fre-
quently overlooked by
health care providers. 

Workshop attendees
will discover why a failure
to address these underly-
ing causes usually results

in continuing pain and
suffering. These ongoing
symptoms may include
pain, tingling, numbness,
burning, aching, stiffness,
swelling, weakness and /
or limited movements. 

Of  major concern is
that a failure to address
these underlying prob-
lems can lead to extensive
damage to underlying 
tissues.    

The workshop will 
discuss the benefits, risks
and overall track record 
of   common treatments
including medications,
surgery, splints and 
exercises.  The workshop
will also reveal exciting
non – drug, non–surgical
treatments that are safe
and effective. 

The workshop informa-
tion will help attendees to

make informed decisions
to help themselves elimi-
nate their pain and regain
their function. 

A surprising fact
revealed at this workshop
is that a common but hid-
den cause of  hand and
wrist pain is not even
located in the wrist!
Unfortunately, many
health care providers
overlook checking  for this
underlying cause.  

The workshop is no
charge and is being 
offered as a community 
service. It is provided to
help eliminate pain and
suffering in those affected.         

The workshop will take
place Wed  June 20,  7.30
pm – 9 pm. Seating is 
limited. 

To make reservations
call  (877) 334-2785. 

Hand and Wrist Pain Workshop 
to Reveal  Surprising Secrets for Lasting
Relief from Carpal Tunnel Syndrome  

Advertorial
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Chris Hrynyk 
Insurance Representative

For a free life insurance quote 
please visit

www.canadacoverage.com

Tel: 289-466-5196
chrynyk@monarchwealth.ca

www.monarchwealth.ca

Insurance Products 
Term Life • Whole Life 

• Critical Illness 
Disability • Segregated Funds

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

walrickdisposal.ca

Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Call 1-877-782-5865 and speak to one of 
our Service Reps to arrange a day and time for 
delivery.

2. On the day of service one of our Drivers will 
come and deliver the Mini-Bin.

3. Once you have filled the Mini-Bin, call and 
our Driver will come back to pick it up and 
take it away.

It’s That Simple!
For pricing in your area please call

1.877.782.JUNK

Mini-Bin Services 
Are Ideal For:

can think of...

materials in our Mini-Bins: tires, 
chemicals, solvents, oils and 
hazardous waste. If you are 
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for 
delivery and pick-up:

Monday to Saturday:
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a 
friendly and professional service 
by both our Service Reps and 
Drivers.

5865

We accept Visa & Master Card

w

Our Service:
Using Mini-Bin Services is as easy as 1, 2, 3
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alrickdisposal.ca
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chemicals, solvents, oils and
hazardous waste. If you are
unsure please call.

Mini-Bins are available for 
delivery and pick-up:

day:Monday to Satur
8 AM to 6 PM

Our service guarantee
Mini-Bin Services guarantees a
friendly and professional service
by both our Service Reps and
Drivers.

Bathroom 
& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

M&Ms tops Optimists in vendor challenge
By Brock Weir

And so it came down to ice cream and popsicles. 
After last year, battle lines appeared to take shape

between the Aurora Optimist Club and M&M Meat Shops
on who would win a contract to be the official food vendors
in Town Park for Aurora's Concerts in the Park, Theatre in
the Park, and Movies in the Park events for 2012. 

When the 2011 contract for these popular Aurora events
was awarded to M&M's, eyebrows were raised by some
members of  the Optimist Club - and indeed some
Councillors - on whether the service club was given a fair
shake in bidding for the contract.

As a result of  some of  these concerns, Council passed
changes to the scorecard for this year's process which gave
further consideration on whether the clubs were profit or
not-for-profit, and how much money from food and bever-

age sales would be flowing back into Town coffers to sup-
port other recreation programs. 

If  Council passes a recommendation on who gets the
job this year, however, it appears that these changes were
all for naught.

M&M Meat Shops is once again being recommended -
along with Poppers Popcorn - to take the vendor reins for
the Town Park events which will be held July 4, 11, 14, 18,
25, and August 1, 8, 15, 22, 28, 29 and 30. The main deciding
factor? Ice cream. 

"The selection of  hot items to be sold is consistent with
M&M Meat Shops; however, the frozen treat component -
historically our highest seller - is missing from the
Optimist bid," said Al Downey, Aurora's Director of  Parks
and Recreation, in his recommendation to Council. 

"The Town of  Aurora has had a very successful work-
ing relationship and partnership with M&M Meat Shops

Petch House could be rebuilt 
as early as this summer

By Brock Weir

A permanent home for Aurora's dismantled Petch
Log House is expected to be finalized this week.

As previously indicated by Town Staff, the contro-
versial building, which was dismantled last year in
advance of  the restoration of  its logs and any other
features that were salvageable, will find its new home
at the entrance of  the Aurora Community
Arboretum.

That is, of  course, if  that recommendation is
passed at Council this Tuesday.

The recommendation passed general committee
on consent last week. If  plans go ahead, the house -
purported to be one of  Aurora's oldest - will be erect-
ed on a new concrete slab at the John West Way
entrance to the arboretum, just behind the Aurora
Seniors' Centre. 

Plans contained in a staff  report show the site
selected as just a few metres south of  the current
John West Way entrance, with some additional fea-
tures, like a stone pathway, to make it stand out from
its surroundings. 

"The Petch House restoration is underway at [an]
off-site location," said Al Downey, Aurora's Director
of  Parks and Recreation, in his report to Council,
referring to the Petch House's current home on a lot
in Vandorf. "It is expected that the structure will be
sufficiently restored to a point where, later this sum-
mer, it will be necessary to deliver the building com-
ponents to the designated location for final assembly
on its permanent site.

"Staff  are now moving forward with the site prepa-
ration works required to facilitate the building. Prior
to proceeding with these site preparation works, staff
would like to be provided with clear direction on the

matter of  the approved site for the Petch House. In
the event that Council wishes to discuss alternative
locations or to delay the reassembly of  the building,
staff  will hold off  on any site preparation works
until such time as this matter is considered."

Mr. Downey's report, however, indicates that the
ball is already rolling with a soil analysis behind the
Seniors' Centre. If  this gets the green light on
Tuesday, "unsuitable soil material" will have to be
removed before the new concrete slab will be put in
place. 

This is scheduled to begin later this month. 
If  things go ahead as planned, it will be the latest

chapter in the long saga of  the Petch House and the
Town it calls home. The fate of  the long cabin was the
subject of  intense debate in this, and the previous
Council. 

While some members argued that it was Aurora's
oldest home - or at least close to it - and a vital part of
Aurora's history, others pointed out that it really
started life onsite as part of  the Town of  Whitchurch
and not really an important piece of  Aurora's history
at all. 

Some wanted to restore it to all its lustre, even
making suggestions that it could be used as an inter-
pretive centre for the future Aurora Wildlife Park, or
a facility to teach the current generation of  what life
was like for Aurorans long since departed. Others,
however, were adamant that as the rundown building
had been little more than a "latrine" to raccoons and
various other forms of  wildlife that it was simply a
pile of  logs someone should take a match to. 

Nevertheless, at the eleventh hour, a group called
Friends of  the Petch House became involved and a
plan for restoration and placement with the Town
was put in place and approved by this Council. 

for the last six years. M&M has consistently complied with
the requirements of  the Town, operated 100 per cent inde-
pendently, provided a very diverse variety of  products to
our summer concert/movie/theatre goers, and consistent-
ly donated 20 per cent or more of  the profits back to the
Town. It has been through this partnership that the Parks
and Recreation department has been able to grow the con-
cert series, add the movie series three years ago, and add
the theatre event in the summer of  2011. 

"The top selling products which make M&M Meat
Shops unique is the variety of  frozen treats that are offered
on warm summer evenings. Although M&M Meat Shops
scored lower in the Type of  Applicant category, it should be
noted that this local business regularly contributes back to
the community of  Aurora."

The percentage of  profits that would be flowing back to
the Town for distribution was also a contributing factor in
the decision to go with M&Ms over the service club. While
the food store has pledged to donate 20 per cent of  their
profits to the Town, the Optimists did them one better by
offering 25 per cent, but with a catch.

"They have also specified how the funds should be allo-
cated by the Town," noted Mr. Downey. "In the past, the con-
tributions back to the town have been used, at the Town's
discretion, to offset expenditures where need was identi-
fied of  the Concerts, Movies and Theatre Events."

In his bid to the Town, Alex Ansell, President of  the
Optimists, pledged 25 per cent of  all profits to the town "for
the Town's Youth Programs. The balance of  the profits will
be used to fund Club youth programs within the Town of
Aurora.

It was a celebration of seven years for Jonathan’s Restaurant’s Song Circle on Wednesday. Gathering to mark the
occasion were most of the performers that have taken to the stage at the local restaurant over the years, and
some have been part of the Song Circle from its inception! Auroran photo by David Falconer



did. 
After dabbling in a few

cooking classes and using
his family as testers, the rest
is history. His café has been
a part of  the downtown
Aurora landscape for over 20
years. He is famous for his
quiches and Marie-Claire
salads named for his late
wife.

Gabriel has been a part of
the Farmers' Market since
its inception in the parking
lot off  Temperance Street.
He is hugely popular at both
breakfast and lunchtime,

serving his famous peameal
bacon, which is hormone-
free, or his grilled Swiss veal
sausages. Try either one
with his homemade
caramelized onions, a fried
egg or Swiss cheese. You can
often see his daughters and
any of  his five grandchil-
dren hanging around his
stall, often with a sandwich
in hand. 

New to the Market menu
this year is his outstanding
quiche and salad which,
together, make a lovely, light
summer lunch. If  we are

very, very good, Gabriel has
said that he might bring
some of  his delicious fruit
tarts for dessert. I plan to be
very, very good!

If  you are planning to
buy any heirloom tomato or
pepper plants, it would be
wise to visit the
Wiedemeyers soon as they
will likely run out of  heir-
loom plants by the end of
the month. Starting on June
16, they will be donating one
heirloom plant to the
Community Gardens for
every three heirloom plants

purchased. 
They will not be at the

Market for much of  July
and August, but will return
in the fall.

Please take note that our
next special event is on June
23, which is our 10th birth-
day party together with our
Strawberry Festival. We will
have two groups of  enter-
tainers on that day: a high
school jazz group and a trib-
ute to Broadway courtesy of
the Aurora Festival of  the
Arts as well as the 50 strong
Aurora Community Band. 
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Spotlight on Farmers’ Market chefs
The Aurora Farmers'

Market and Artisan Fair is
now into its second month
and, each week, more ven-
dors arrive. 

All of  our farmers are
now in place, except for the
Cooper's Farm, but we are
expecting them to be there
this Saturday.  Now that we
are well into the spring sea-
son, the farmers' stalls are
showcasing more and more
of  Ontario's great produce,
along with the first straw-
berries of  the season. 

If  you are planning to do
any strawberry baking or
preserving, it would be a
good idea to get your straw-
berry order in now to the
farmer of  your choice.

Instead of  profiling more
of  our farmers this week, we
are going to introduce you to
some of  the people who pre-
pare your food and bever-
ages. We will begin with
Tricia Richens of  Green
River Coffee. 

Tricia, the owner of
Green River Coffee, began
the company in 2008 to
reflect her commitment to
issues of  social justice, envi-
ronmental responsibility
and sustainable living. 

Prior to that, she had
worked in the Social
Services for 20 years. Tricia
roasts all of  her coffee on a
one-pound fluid bed roaster.
Roasting each bean accord-
ing to the profile best suited
to the country of  origin, the
best flavours of  that region
are brought to life.

Green River Coffee exists
to serve the community and
to tell a story because every
bean has a story: the weath-
er, the land, the farmers, and
the families who worked to
produce it. Green River
Coffee wants you to explore
it, appreciate it, but most of
all, to experience it!

All Green River coffee is
fair trade, organic and is
roasted the previous day.
They often serve the
"Market Mixer" which is an
eclectic blend of  3 or more
countries. Never the same;
always delicious!

Tricia also strives
towards a zero-waste strate-
gy and is happy to receive
her jars back from cus-
tomers as she can re-use
them.

She also carries a small
selection of  teas and hand-
squeezed lemonade in the
summer. Please drop by and
see Tricia at the Market. She
can tell you more about cof-
fee than anyone else at the
Market.

Next we will meet two of
our new chefs, coming to the
Market for their first season.
Did you know that we can
now boast of  having seven
chefs at our Market?
Andrew Evans and Mat Orr
are long-time friends who
both worked as sous chefs at
Magna Golf  Club prior to
starting their Cookery
Catering business in 2012.

They have a strong com-
mitment to using local, sea-
sonal and quality ingredi-
ents and to supporting local
farmers, artisans and busi-
nesses in Southern Ontario
as well as from coast-to-
coast.

Andrew was raised in
Aurora and maintains that

food was a very important
part of  his upbringing. His
first restaurant experience
was as a dishwasher in a
local family restaurant at
the age of  13.

He later went on to study
at Niagara College where he
completed two programmes:
Culinary Management and
a post graduate programme
in Hospitality and Tourism
Management Systems
before completing his Level
One Sommelier programme
of  Wine Fundamentals
through the International
Sommelier Guild. 

He gained the foundation
of  his professional cooking
experience at Magna Golf
Club and was promoted to
sous chef. In addition, he has
gained international work
experience from his travels
in Europe and Asia. He has
cooked for many dignitaries
and celebrities and with sev-
eral noted chefs.

Andrew's partner, Mat,
also had an early introduc-
tion to a professional
kitchen. He was only 14
when he began as a dish-
washer at a private golf  club.
He spent four years there
learning about food and run-
ning a bistro kitchen. The
majority of  Mat's cooking
experience was gained as a
junior sous chef  at Magna
Golf  Club, where they are
known for exquisite cuisine
and exceptional service.

In addition to holding a
diploma from Niagara
College, Mat has earned a
Degree in Culinary
Operations from the
Culinary Institute in
Charlottetown, PEI. During
his time there, he worked
with Chef  Gordon Bailey at
Lot 30 Restaurant and Wine
Bar.

We are very excited to
have these 2 young chefs
joining us at the Market to
demonstrate their culinary
talents with produce from
the Market vendors. Do be
sure to check out what they
have to offer and you may be
impressed enough to hire
them to cater a summer
event!

From the 2 new chefs, we
move to well-known and
favourite chef, Gabriel, of
Gabriel's Café on Yonge
Street in downtown Aurora.
Did you know that Gabriel
did not start out as a chef?
He was actually a semi-pro
hockey player in his native
Switzerland before becom-
ing an aerospace engineer in
Toronto.

Gabriel moved to the
Aurora area with his wife
and two daughters over 30
years ago. He discovered his
passion and talent for creat-
ing delicious food after leav-
ing his trained profession,
and aren't we all glad that he

MARKET 
MUSINGS

By JAN FREEDMAN
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 LINDBERG    EYEWEAR 

TRUNK SHOW

Vue Optical Boutique is Aurora’s 
exclusive dealer of LINDBERG 
optical frames and sunglasses. 

LINDBERG Eyewear known 
throughout the world for their 
lightness and minimalistic 
design will be making their 
appearance at 
Vue Optical Boutique. 

Danish masters of 
original and innovative 
eyewear design, 
LINDBERG specializes in 
sleek, lightweight frames of the 
highest quality. 

With a variety of colours, 
numerous style designs, LINDBERG 
eyewear represents a beautiful 
example of Danish minimalistic

design tradition.

Paired with an excellent pair of frames 
is a selected pair of Carl Zeiss lenses, did 

you know your vision is impacted by     
how your nose and 

cheekbones position 
your eyeglass lenses? It is         

true but until now 
technology could not 

account for this important    
fact. So, while your 

prescription was accurate, 
your vision was not. 
No more. 

Now Zeiss Individual 
lenses use precise measurements of 

how your lenses are actually worn to 
deliver your best vision possible.  
Vue Optical Boutique has the necessary 
equipment to assess and measure  for the  
correct placement of  these lenses. 

THURSDAY 
June 21 
Noon to 8

Vue Optical Boutique 
244 Wellington Street East 

(Next to Nino D’Aversa)

289 648 1599
WELLINGTON ST
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Students spearheading the high-
ly successful penny drive recently
held at Devins Drive Public
School were able to formally
present the money raised to their
charity of choice Thursday night
in the school’s annual arts cafe.
Clarissa Duthie, Sarah Foster,
Taylor Holmes and Isabelle Vater
– joined here by principal
Veronica St. Pierre in red – pre-
sented their cheque to members
of GRAN Aurora, a local group
which sponsors grandmothers in
Africa left to raise their grandchil-
dren who have been orphaned
by HIV/AIDS. Accepting on
behalf of the group were Pauline
Maxwell, Chris Francie, Cathy
Gross, (back row) Janet Metcalfe,
Pat Parker, and Grace De-Jong.
Auroran photo by David
Falconer

New developments
will help Aurora 
reach targets

By Brock Weir

Planned residential and business developments
in east Aurora could get the Town back up to speed
in its population and job protections.

As The Auroran reported last week, recent
Statistics Canada figures show Aurora's growth in
population - which now stands at 55,600 - and jobs
had missed the mark when it came to its projec-
tions under the official plan. 

"The 2011 Census figures suggest the Town is
slightly behind the projected pace of  growth out-
lined in the official plan," said Aurora CAO Neil
Garbe in a report to Council. "Meeting the 2016
forecast of  63,700 people would require an average
annual growth rate of  1,400 people per year from
2006 to 2016. 

"Meanwhile, from 2006 to 2011, the average pop-
ulation growth has been 1,180 per year. A con-
tributing factor is the availability of  residential
Greenfield lands for development, as 2B planning
area [west of  Bayview] having nearly reached
build-out and the future 2C planning area [east of
Bayview] having recently been the subject of  an
Ontario Municipal Board hearing. 

"Long term, the population growth rate is antic-
ipated to slow substantially, reaching a 2031 popu-
lation forecast of  70,200. This equates to approxi-
mately an additional 14,600 people from the mid-
year 2011 estimate. To achieve the 2031 total, aver-
age annual growth of  730 people per year will be
required over the next twenty years."

Factors which may impact these numbers
include, according to Mr. Garbe, a decline in the
average household size. Aurora's average is now
under three residents per dwelling, standing at
approximately 2.96. This is the result of  lower
birth rates, "increases in single-parent house-
holds, and the diversification of  the housing stock
towards smaller unit types [such as] apartments
and row houses."

This was a factor which Councillor Wendy
Gaertner questioned when Mr. Garbe's report
came before Council at the committee level last
week. She said she questioned the explanation that
it is attributable to birth rate or single parent fam-
ilies.

"The three persons is an average throughout the
municipality and through all housing types, so
persons per household varies between detached
and semis, townhouses, and apartments," said
Marco Ramunno, Aurora's Director of  Planning.
"It is above three within detached housing, but
when you factor in over the last few years, we have
seen more smaller units, built townhomes and
apartments, that builds the household size down.”

In terms of  employment, it is the goal across the
Region of  York to achieve an average of  one job for
every two residents. 

Mr. Ramunno said Aurora is almost on this tar-
get with 24,000 jobs per 57,000 residents, but by
2031 they hope to have a population of  70,000 with
jobs in the neighbourhood of  30,000. As for the
number of  people living in Aurora and working in
Aurora, those are figures which will be rolled out
over the next few months by Statistics Canada.
Going into this process, however, the Town's
Anthony Ierullo estimates the previous ratio was
about 40 per cent of  residents working in Town. 

Once development in the 2C area - an area which
is roughly bordered by Wellington Street in the
south, the 404 in the east, the Aurora town line in
the North and Bayview Avenue in the west - is
completed, it is expected to bring over 3,000 new
households and 8,000 residents to Aurora.
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• Commercial/Business Law 
• Corporate Law 

• Real Estate 

PETER E. REISS B.A., LL.B. 

Tel: 905 727 2500   Email: law@p-reiss.com

Results–Focused Service

15543 Yonge St., Unit 4, Beside Hurst Bakery 
905-727-7711  www.harvestmeatsfinefoods.com

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL
PORK SAUSAGE
ALL VARIETIES
Only

  3  /lb99$

SAVE  1               
TUESDAY, JUNE 12 TO SUNDAY, JUNE 17

$ 00/lb

We strive 
to provide
our customers 
with the 
highest quality 
product coupled 
with the best 
customer service.

Cape Noble SLB Boat

SD 2 EYE

Raz & Mae Khamissa, owners of Omar Shoes

to come into Omars Shoes for       a consultation
with their friendly, informed staff. Omars has been fi tting shoes     
                                 from babies to adults, for over 40 years.

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY
SUNDAY, JUNE 17

SD 2 EYE

SHOES 

DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES- JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!
14800 Yonge St. • Aurora Shopping Centre • 

SHOES
EST. 1970

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

WHERE  GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT

905-727-9391 www.omarsshoes.com

Selected styles 
available in wide widths.

by
Tyler David Construction 
COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL
DAVID PAPPAS 
Senior Field Representative
Business: 416-723-4390

www.tholiver.com  905.727.4258
Service You Can Trust. Since1924

NOW ON!NOW ON!
Call for detailsSale Sale 

Pre-Season Air Conditioner 

York Regional Police won
the day in the Battle of the
Badges at this year’s Bowl
For Kids Sake in February.
The police finally had a
moment to bask in their
glory on Wednesday,
however, when they were
presented their trophy by
Big Brothers Big Sisters of
York (BBBSY). The Battle
of The Badges was a chal-
lenge amongst York
Region’s emergency
responders to see who
could raise the most
money for Bowl For Kids’
Sake, an annual fundrais-
er for BBBSY. Pictured
above are, left to right,
Inspector Shelley Rogers,
Kathy Krueger, Corrine
Mason, and Chief Eric
Joliffe.

Auroran photo
by David Falconer

Second round of renos 
for fire station

By Brock Weir

It will be the second renovation in
less than two years for the Edward
Street fire hall, if  the Region of
York gets its way. 

The Region is proposing another
renovation for the Edward Street
facility, this time to build wider
ambulance bays on the site. Council
is poised to approve the request this
Tuesday, entering into a
memorandum of  under-
standing with the
Region of  York on the
renovations, the full
costs of  which will be
carried out by the
Region. 

Central York Fire
Service, the fire depart-
ment shared by Aurora
and Newmarket, leases
part of  the building to
the Region's EMS opera-
tions, a lease which is
in place until 2014.
They propose expand-
ing the existing bays by
31 feet in width and 7
feet in length for larger
space for the emergency
vehicles and for staff.

While Town Staff  said the renova-
tions would not affect current serv-
ice provided by the Central York
Fire Services (CYFS), Councillors
were critical of  the timing of  the
project when it came before general
committee last week. 

"We have just completed extensive
renovations," said Councillor
Evelyn Buck of  the recent renova-
tion work carried out at the station
which forced CYFS to find alterna-
tive accommodation elsewhere with-
in Aurora. "Would it not have
made more sense for the ambu-
lance bays to have been renovat-
ed at the same time? This is
going to be a construction site
for the second time within a
year.

“I cannot believe that this recon-
struction of  these ambulance bays is

not going to create difficulties for
the fire department. 

"I think we're entitled to an expla-
nation on why it wasn't coordinated.
How could the Region not be aware?
It is an emergency service."

The Region first approached the
Town with the renovation project in
April, said Aurora CAO Neil Garbe,
and it was approved by staff.

"The proposed changes have been
reviewed by the fire
chief  and the staff  and
they are in support of
these renovations," said
Ilmar Simanovskis,
Aurora's Director of
Infrastructure. "There
won't be any disrup-
tions."

What one Councillor
saw as a win for Aurora,
however, took place at
the JCC - the Joint
Council Committee
comprised of
Councillors from
Aurora and Newmarket
which oversees the
CYFS. A proposal was
on the table to replace
the current clear glass

doors at the Edward Street station
with solid steel doors.

"JCC concluded that continuing
with maintaining the architectural
integrity it would recommend con-
tinuing on with the glass doors,"
said Councillor Chris Ballard who
sits on the committee. "I would hope
whatever the Region does would
reflect the style of  what would be
there in the future. I am concerned
that maybe they'll plan on putting
plain, old industrial style doors in
what is one of  the most important
intersections of  Aurora."

Mr. Simanovskis said every effort
would be made to make sure the
Region is aware of  this recommen-
dation. But, he noted, the JCC and
the Region have the same consultant
retained to do the renovation work,
so coordination shouldn't be an
issue.  

"Would it not have

made more sense for the

ambulance bays to have

been renovated at the same

time? This is going to be 

a construction site for the

second time within a year.”

–Councillor 
Evelyn Buck
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VISIT                  FOR TOUR DATES AND SHOW TIMES  

Come out early to play with  
Fisher-Price’s Thomas & Friends  

Trackmaster engines and playsets!

Special     
 Appearance by

Sponsored by:

Angelina Ballerina © 2012 Helen Craig Ltd. and Katharine Holabird. © 2012 Gullane (Thomas) Limited. Thomas the Tank Engine & Fr iends and  
Thomas & Friends are trademarks of Gullane (Thomas) Limited. © 2012 HIT Entertainment Limited. HIT and the HIT logo are tradema rks of HIT Entertainment Limited.  

Fisher-Price Inc. and Trackmaster © 2012 Mattel Inc. All Rights Reserved. Treehouse logo TM  is a trademark of Corus TM  Entertainment group of companies © 2012. All Rights Reserved.

11am & 2pm Daily 
LIVE SHOW

Come to the show early to play with
Fisher-Price’s Thomas & Friends

Trackmaster engines and playsets

AURORA COMMUNITY CENTRE
1 Community Centre Lane

(Aurora Heights Drive off Yonge Street)

JUNE 16 & 17
SAT 10 - 5  SUN 10 - 4
KIDS ARE FREE 
$10 Adults  $8 Seniors
DADS ARE FREE ON SUNDAY  -  FATHERS DAY

EXHIBITOR ENQUIRIES

babyshow@everythingabout.ca

DADS ARE FREE ON FATHERS DAY!

Everything About...
SHOWBABIES + TOTS

AN EXCITING NEW PRE-POST NATAL SHOW FOR NEW PARENTS 

designed for parents, fit for baby

GREAT EXHIBITORS!
BRING CASH PLEASE NO ATM ON SITE

www.everythingabout.ca

brought to you by

DADS ARE F

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

TAATFREE ON FFA

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

Y!HERS DAAY

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

DADS ARE F

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

TAATFREE ON FFA

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

Y!HERS DAAY

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

+TABIESB
Everything A

 PNEWAN EXCITING

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

TSOOTTTO SH
About...

WAL SHOTTAPRE-POST NAAT

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

WHO
ARENTSW FOR NEW PPA

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

ou brought to yg y

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

yyb

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

JUNE 16 &

ora Heigh(Aur

unity 1 Comm

ORA COURA

neddesig

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

17

ongYYoe off hts Driv

e LaneCentr

OMMUNITY C

or , fit ffotsenor pard ffo

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

eet)ge Str

CENTRE

ybab

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

ARE FREE OADSD
 $8 Se$10 Adults

FREKIDS ARE 
T 10 - 5  SUSAAT

JUNE 16 & 

ASH PLEASBRING C

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

TAATY - FFAAAYON SUND
senior

EE
UN 10 - 4

17

TM ON SITEAATSE NO

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

YAAYTHERS D

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

w@eyshobab

OR EEXHIBITTO

yter.evwww

TGREAAT

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

ythingabouterve

ENQUIRIES

thingabout.ca

T EXHIBIT

 

   
    

  

 
 

 
 

 

t.ca

ORS!TTO

Residents party through
the night for Relay

By Brock Weir

Some turned out in memory of
their mother, father, husband and
wife.

Others came out to support their
friends and loved ones who are bat-
tling the disease.

Some groups came dressed up in
all their finery, whether represent-
ing the peace and love of  the 1960s or
their favourite cartoon and video
game characters, fundraising com-
pleted, and ready to have a good
time.

Whatever the reason, whatever
their attire, however much they
raised, they all gathered on the
lawns of  Magna on Friday night and
early Saturday morning to give can-
cer a good run for its money  in
Aurora's annual Relay for Life. 

At press time, 40 registered teams
had raised nearly $95,000 for the
Canadian Cancer Society and the
money was still rolling in, making it
likely Relay for Life will reach its
$110,000 fundraising goal by the time
all the money has come in and been
counted, according to organizer
Lynn Pearson.

This year's top fundraising group,
so far, is Dancing for Life, comprised
of  members and friends of  Oak
Ridges' Somerville Dance Academy.
They have raised just over $18,000
for the Relay event. In second place
is Sole Sisters, with $10,313, and
boasting this year's top online
fundraiser, octogenarian Wilma
Fairbrother, amongst its members.
She raised nearly $3,000. 

Rounding out the top five were
Retro for Relay with $9,399, Royal
Treatment with $5,756, and the
Cheetah Girls with $3,600. 

"We have got eight more teams
than we had last year and terrific
youth representation," said Ms.
Pearson, who also happens to be Ms.
Fairbrother's daughter, just after the
event got underway on Friday. "It's
more than we could ever ask for. It's
about this energy and camaraderie,
and the luminary ceremony is going
to be very special this year, having
someone speak for the first time.
Being a team member myself, I just
love spending time with my team as
well."

The youth contingent was indeed
strong as teams comprised of  stu-
dents from local elementary and sec-
ondary schools took to the track to
raise money, often in the most
colourful and creative costumes.

Dressed almost in head to toe pink
with a red cape and cardboard crown
to set off  the look was 16-year-old
Tom Cranston, an Aurora High
School student, whose team had vin-
tage Nintendo twist.

"We are the Mario Bros., as our
theme," said Tom "We have Bowser
here, but she's not in her costume
yet, I'm Princess Peach, and we have
Mario and Luigi, Mario, and
Princess Daisy.

"We're just a group of  friends who
got together. Through my family, I
have been personally affected by
cancer, so I just wanted to come out
and support it. It's a lot of  fun to do
with your friends and this is my first
year. I'm most looking forward to
trying to stay awake...and see if  I
can stay awake without crashing."

Another student looking forward
to the all-night challenge was Trevor
George, a student at Dr. G.W.
Williams Secondary School, who
said he joined Relay simply because
of  "word on the street."

"You hear it is a great time and
there are people you know here," he
said. "You might come here not

expecting much, but you're going to
see a lot of  people you know and a lot
of  people affected by the disease."

"I lost my grandma [from cancer]
when I was just a kid and that hit
home. There was also a hockey coach
a few years ago and one of  my best
friend's dads. Just recently it seems
it has become a lot more prevalent
and that is definitely who I am run-
ning for today."

In the first hour of  the Relay, par-
ticipants were treated to some Irish
dancing and Zumba to get the blood
pumping after John Webster,
Aurora's Official Town Crier, and a
bagpiper lead survivors around the
track in the Survivors' Victory Lap. 

If  that wasn't enough to keep peo-
ple awake, something that might
have done the trick happened around
the midnight hour when Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe (just a few minutes
into his birthday) took to the stage
joined by Councillors John Abel and
Paul Pirri for a lengthy song-set
which included the highly appropri-
ate classic tune, "These Boots Are
Made for Walking."

Before Relay teams were set out
on their way, however, Honourary
Survivor Jim Willet shared his story
of  survival with colon cancer.
Introduced as the "Desert Dude" in
recognition of  his trek in the Gobi
Desert in which he buried reminders
of  his war against the disease, he
told of  a dream that changed his life. 

"I don't know if  you've had these
kinds of  dreams, the ones where you
wake up and you don't know if  it is
real or not real and it stays with you
forever like it really happened.
Picture the scene: I am in a field of
tall grass and look behind me and
the sun is setting in the subdivision.
Behind me is just a tiny farmhouse
on the horizon and I walk towards
this farmhouse and I get to the end
of  the driveway and the sun is liter-
ally at the point where it is almost
dark.

"On my left hand side is this big
fence, maybe 10 feet tall and on the
right side is this abandoned farm-
house. I am in this tunnel and I am
walking through it and out from
behind the house walks this giant
wolf. This wolf  was menacing and
the hair on the back of  his neck was
up and he had these yellow eyes and
he was staring me down. It bit me in
the shoulder and when I woke up, I
was actually in the hospital.

"Why in my subconscious did I
pick a wolf  to represent Cancer? I
am not terrified of  wolves. Bears
scare the bejeezus out of  me, but
wolves not so much. I respect their
power and to me that was it. I
realised at that point in time I wasn't
supposed to be terrified. I was sup-
posed to respect the fact that it could
take my life but it wasn't supposed to
be terrifying. I started to change my
life a little bit. Instead of  feeling
sorry for myself  and thinking I was
going to die, I started to set my sites
on some different things."

A self-described fitness buff  when
The Auroran interviewed him for a
feature last month, he told the audi-
ence that from that point on, he was
in battle mode, starting running
again, a few kilometres here and
there until he was ready for the Gobi
Desert Race. While he said he was of
one mind when battling his own can-
cer as a personal challenge, when his
mother was diagnosed with breast
cancer it was like a punch in the
stomach, but both pressed on.

"The sky is the limit to the poten-
tial we have and sometimes it takes
adversity to bring that out of  us," he
said.
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Honourary Survivor Jim Willet released the ceremonial doves after sharing his
story with attendees.

Bands and activities kept relay-goers entertained through the night.These teammates were ready to fight back as part of “Combat for a Cure”

Councillors John Abel, Paul Pirri, Michael Thompson, Sandra Humfryes, and Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe – pictured above with guests Matt Maddocks and Heather Hamilton
– represented the Town of Aurora during relay, even taking the stage to sing a few
tunes around midnight.

Tom Cranston came dressed as “Princess Peach” as
part of the spirited Mario Bros. team.

Breeanna, Alex and Laura of “Retro for Relay” were members of one of the top
fundraising teams for 2012.

Aurora’s Relay for Life 2012

After sunset, luminaries were lit in memory of loved ones who lost their lives to cancer.

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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Auroran photos by David Falconer
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11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

KIA OF NEWMARKET

SPORTS

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

kidssupergym.ca

Aurora Children’s Centre 
185 Industrial Parkway N

has positions available for highly motivated

Registered Early Childhood 
Educators

To schedule an interview, please email your
resume to: 

kelly@aurorachildrenscentre.ca
Lacrosse marathon raises $2,000 
for abuse awareness

By Kevin Michie

There is no quitting for the Determined to Oppose
Violence Everywhere (DOVE) charity team.

Originally scheduled to play 12 straight hours of
lacrosse to raise money for the Canadian Centre for
Abuse Awareness (CCAA) and the Spirit of  the Stick 
organization, the group of  38 lacrosse players decided
to play one more hour, stretching their playing time
from 7 p.m. on Friday until 8 a.m. on Saturday.

"I think it a wonderful success," said organizer
James Zacher.

At the end of  the event, DOVE managed to raise
approximately $2000.

Some professional lacrosse players turned out at the
Aurora Community Centre to lend their support,
including former Toronto Rock captain Jim Veltman,
who showed up in the wee hours of  the Saturday morn-
ing.

One of  the main features of  the event, though, was
the appearance of  Gary Kruze, the brother of  the late
Martin Kruze, a victim of  abuse.

"Gary Kruze was a keynote for us," said Zacher. "It
was a grounding rod for a lot of  the guys there. To have
the brother come out and actually talk about Martin
and what it meant to him to for us to raise money for
the CCAA [was] special."

The event also featured some noteworthy raffle
prizes including a signed lacrosse ball by some profes-
sional players, a number of  lacrosse sticks, and other
athletic items.

The event was capped off  by a skills competition and
barbeque, which was essentially a celebration for what
the group of  lacrosse players had accomplished.

Most of  the 38 participants were from the Aurora
Masters Lacrosse League, (AMLL) which is a league
set-up and organized by Zacher. The league runs from
April through the end of  July, and is expected to have
six teams in the league next year.

Registration is open to anyone aged 22 and up. Any
players under 22 years of  age that are interested in
playing must be carded by the Ontario Lacrosse
Association.

For more information on the AMLL, visit their web-
site at www.amll.ca.

With the string of  success stories associated with
DOVE and the marathon lacrosse game, Zacher has no
doubt that the event will run again next year.

"I'm looking forward to keeping this event going
because I think it has a lot of  merit," he said. "It does a
lot things. Not only [does it] raise awareness and
money, but it's a way of  reminding us that there [are] a
lot of  things out there that we should pay attention to
that may be more important than us."

Vol. 13 No. 31 905-727-3300 FREE Week of June 12, 2012theauroran.com
Polo for Heart begins on Friday

By Kevin Michie

Polo for Heart will be 
galloping into York Region at
the Gormley Polo Centre,
June 15 through 17.

Organizers will be adding
to the excess of  $5 million
already raised since its
inception 33 years ago. The
main beneficiaries from the
event are the Heart and
Stroke Foundation and
Southlake Regional Health
Centre.

Michael Egan, the event’s
vice-chair, has been involved
with Polo for Heart since
2005, and is excited with
what the event will be bring-
ing to the public this year.

“We’re expecting a great
turnout this year,” he said.
“We’ve got a full slate of
teams and sponsors, [and]
we also want to get the 
community more involved.”

Egan went on to note the
event is more than just polo.

“[It] is more of  a festival,
where polo is the focal point,
[but] in between the two
games we have a half-time
show,” said Egan. “We have

parachutists landing, we
have police dog demonstra-
tions, [and] we have a cham-
pagne divot stomp.”

The divot stomp invites
guests to take to the field and
pat-down the grass that has
been torn up by the horses.

Each year organizers try
to cook up some internation-
al flavour with an appear-
ance from an international
polo team. This year Team
Mexico will be making an
appearance, along with
Canadian star and King
City-born Brandon Phillips,
who will also be taking the
field.

When not at the polo
grounds, Polo for Heart will
have “lots of  activities for
people if  they want a break
from the game itself,” Egan
added.

Some of  the proceeds
from the silent auction will
go towards the Southlake
Regional Health Centre
Foundation’s campaign to
buy a new MRI machine to
help improve what is already
the second largest cardiac
centre in the GTA.

“Polo for Heart is such a

great community event and
so we’re thrilled at the sup-
port we’ve had from them
and the profile that it gives to
our hospital with all the peo-
ple that come to [the event],”
said Neila Poscente, presi-
dent and CEO of  the
Southlake Foundation.

Over the next five years,
approximately 1.5 million
patients will use Southlake’s
services, and she said many
event attendees will be inter-
ested in supporting their
local hospital in the fight to
keep everyone healthy.

“Polo for Heart is a really
well-established event so I
think they’ve always had a
really strong connection
with the GTA,” she said.
“Since we’ve been involved
there’s more community
engagement [as well] and I
think they are potentially
seeing more people from the
community coming to the
event because its supporting
a local hospital.”

General admission to the
event is $15, while children
aged 12 and younger and
free. Games will be held each
day at 1 and 3 p.m.

Polo for Heart co-chair-
person Michael Egan hits
the field, taking a break
from organizing the 2012
Polo for Heart event,
which begins this Friday
in Gormley. The first
match begins Friday at 1
p.m.

Auroran photo 
by Kevin Michie
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Rec Cycle N’ Sports!

15483 Yonge St. Aurora, across from Howard Johnson Hotel
Main Location:

905-841-5757  • www.recsports.ca

BICYCLE TUNE-UPS – ONLY $39.99 + parts & tax

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
• HOCKEY • LACROSSE • SKATE SHARPENING

• EQUIPMENT CLEANING & REPAIRS

TELL DAD THANKS!
Pick him out a NEW BIKE

20-25% OFF for him.

THE 
AURORAN’S

NHL
HOCKEY

POOL
UNOFFICIAL FINAL RESULTSUNOFFICIAL F STLLTFINAL RESU

1. Dave Carruthers 118.00 
2. Hayden Trask 109.00 

Kathy Sawyer 109.00 
4. Deb Carpenter 107.00 
5. Judy Sherin 107.00 
6. Kevin Ramsay 107.00 
7. Brigette Carpenter 105.00 
8. Chris Doner 105.00 
9. Lorie Caruthers 105.00 
10. Vanessa Martin 105.00 
11. Jeff Doner 104.00 
12. Sabrina Sutton 104.00 
13. John Cacchione 103.00 

14. Trystan LeBrun-Nagle 103.00 
15. E Mulhern 102.00 
16. Jacob Glogauer 102.00 
17. Jonah Byrne 102.00 
18. Matt Wilkins 102.00 
19. Andrew Nych 101.00 
20. Lesley Byrne 100.00 
21. Neil Hastie 100.00 
22. Chris Wiederhold 99.00 
23. Yosif Kakush 99.00 
24. David Stasila 98.00 
25. Gianluca DiTullio 98.00 
26. Hette Dekkema 98.00 

27. Noah Smith 98.00 
28. Theresa Holden 98.00 
29. Jeremy Gonsalves 97.00 
30. Joe DiTullio 97.00 
31. Caitlin Willert 95.00 
32. John Davis 95.00 
33. Larry Willent 95.00 
34. John Wiederhold 94.00 
35. Lee Nickerson 94.00 
36. Malcolm Irvine 94.00 
37. Wells Karabin 94.00 
38. Joe Manzo 93.00 
39. Nicole Fallon 93.00 

40. Vickie Foster 93.00 
41. Brandon Schad 92.00 
42. V. Martin 92.00 
43. M. Kartechner 91.00 
44. Mitchell Weatherall 91.00 
45. Reid Carpenter 91.00 
46. Glenn Sheppy 90.00 
47. Shaun Piper 90.00 
48. Bob Swanton 89.00 
49. D. Bowdery 89.00 
50. Deron Bowdery 89.00

Thank you for your participation

As of June 11, 2012

UNOFFICIAL STANDINGS

PEOPLE, PRODUCT, PRICE...WE HAVE IT ALL!

905-841-0800  •  15815 Yonge Street, Aurora 

1-800-465-0411 www.mcalpineford.com

HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-8pm  •  Friday & Saturday 9:00am-6pm

Quick Lane HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8:00am-6:00pm • Fri. 8:00am-5pm • Sat. 8:00am-4:00pm •   905-841-2424
WE PROUDLY SUPPORT 

LOCAL SPORTS

Former Aurora Tiger helps

Norfolk to Calder Cup
By Kevin Michie

Mike Kostka has a pretty good look-
ing championship resume.

Kostka helped the Tigers capture
their first RBC Cup as National Junior
'A' champions in 2004, and on Sunday
helped the Norfolk Admirals of  the
American Hockey League capture the
Calder Cup.

The former Aurora Tiger scored
what may well be known in the future
as the most infamous goal in Calder
Cup history.

Kostka scored the overtime win-
ning goal in game three of  the Calder
Cup on Thursday night against the
Toronto Marlies in controversial fash-
ion. The defenseman shot the puck
into the Marlies’ zone from centre ice
on a delayed offside, but the puck

bounced off  a stanchion and into a
wide open net as Marlies goaltender
Ben Scrivens left the crease to play the
puck.

After further review, it was deter-
mined that the goal should not have
counted, as the Admirals were on a
delayed offside. The AHL confirmed
the play was offside and should not
have counted, but they could not do
anything about it after the game.

After the strange goal in game
three, Kostka went on to score two
more goals in game four, en route to
the Calder Cup, clinching 6-1 victory.
Kostka led all defensemen in points
during the playoffs, with six goals and
six assists and a plus-14 rating.

Kostka scored nine goals and added
27 assists in 42 games with the Tigers
during the 03-04 season.

The annual Aurora Youth Soccer Club June Festival braved the rain and steamy
weather this weekend to put on the largest annual soccer event in Aurora. Winners
for the Boys: U9 – Lime, U10 – Sky, U11 – Royal, U12 – Lime, U13 – Lime, U14-14 –
Royal, U19-29 – Red. Winners for the Girls: U8-9 – Navy, U 10 – Royal, U11 – White,
U12 – Yellow, U13 – Red, U14-15 – Pink, U16-18 – Maroon.

Auroran photo by Kevin Michie
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Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 

E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. kaitlingroup.com
For more information visit our website at

All suites include expansive Balconies or Terraces
DOWNTOWN AURORA

call 905-503-2063
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GRAND OPENING
NOW OPEN

 from
$299,990

Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.
Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm. 
Friday by appointment. Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm

Aurora Jays stay "perfect" 
after game against Lisle

By Kevin Michie

In their eight-year history in the
North Dufferin Baseball League
(NDBC), the Aurora Jays have never
jumped out of  the starting gate like
this.

The Jays are now 7-0-1 on the sea-
son, following victories over the Lisle
Astros and Ivy Leafs this past week -
and they don't appear to be slowing
down any time soon. The Aurora ball
club is now the only team left unde-
feated in the 14-team league and sit
atop the NDBL standings.

The Jays kicked off  their week last
Tuesday at home against the Lisle
Astros and put up a season-best 18
runs en route to their victory.

While Lisle has struggled quite a bit
this season, sitting second-last in the
league, the club had proven they could
battle against the Jays, augmented by
the season opening 4-4 tie between the
two clubs.

The Jays made the tie a distant
memory, however, and moved on to
show why they should be considered
heavy favourites to win their first
NDBL championship this season.

"When you can put 18 runs on the
board, it's a pretty good confidence
booster for the boys," said player and
coach Rob Wilson. "They say hitting is
contagious and this kind of  proved it."

The club sent Andrew Bukovec to
the mound to start the game and
received relief  from Brent Owen,
although the pitchers were essentially
on cruise control from the outset of
the game.

"Everything went right for us, and

everything went wrong for them," said
Wilson. 

Aurora's Mike Keon described the
game as "six innings of  utter annihila-
tion."

The club then took their momentum
from the drubbing of  Lisle into Barrie
on Sunday to take on the Angels.

While Aurora didn't put up another
18 runs, the Jays were still able to pro-
duce some timely hitting and quality
pitching en route to a 10-4 victory.

The ten runs scored was a positive
sign for Wilson as he noted that runs
are now being produced on a more con-
sistent basis.

Jeff  Beadle's three run double, Kyle
Handley's two run single, and Ian
Rettie's two run double off  the left-
field fence anchored Aurora's offense.

While everything seems to be click-
ing at the moment, the Jays are not
bulletproof, and Wilson echoed that
sentiment in a conversation with The
Auroran.

"We're not naïve enough to think
that we're going to go undefeated,"
admitted Wilson. "You take it one
game at a time, one inning at a time,
but we definitely feel like we've got a
lot of  momentum in our favour."

The Jays will take that momentum
into their home game this Tuesday,
June 12, against the Midland Indians,
who have struggled this season, but
are not going to let this affect their
attitude.

"There's no team that you can take
lightly in this league, and Midland is
no exception," said Wilson.

Owen (1-0) will toss the first pitch at
Lambert Willson Park at approximate-

The U9 Aurora Stingers White Rep soccer team took gold 
at Barrie Spiritfest earlier this month.

On a soggy championship day, the U9 Girls Aurora Stingers brought home the gold medal by
edging out the Waterloo United Soccer Club in a shootout, 1-0. 
Earlier in the day, the same Waterloo United team narrowly defeated the Stingers in a
tightly contested 2-1 match during scheduled tournament play. The loss didn't dampen
the Stingers’ spirits as they won their Pool on the strength of their efforts from the previ-
ous day by going undefeated with 2 draws against two different teams from the host city
Barrie, and one against Richmond Hill.  
Goaltending and defence were the story of the tournament for the Stingers as they held
their opposition to only 4 goals over 5 games.  Keepers Emily Persico, Christine Latimer
and Brooke Elliott shared the goaltending duties, making key stops at pivotal moments
throughout the tournament. 

Submitted by Joe Dilosa

Back Row: Coaching Staff Sandra Capodagli, Matt Rosati,Vigilio Persico, Andrew Durant.
Middle Row: Claire DiLosa, Emily Kroi, Christine Latimer, Amanda Arteaga, Grace
Seminara, Sara Patterson, Alexa Shields. Front Row: Sarah Capodagli, Emily Persico,
Brooke Elliot, Jadyn Keeler, Lauren Wong, Hannah Wright. Absent: Karli Smith



Page 18 THE AURORAN, Tuesday, June 12, 2012

* Limited time offer.  See sales rep for details. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustrations are artist’s concept only. 
Rockport® is a registered trademark of Rockport and used under license. ©Rockport 2010. All rights reserved. E.&O.E. 2012. Brokers protected.

Presentation Centre: 180 John West Way, Suite 103, 

Aurora, Mon.-Wed. Noon-6 pm, Closed Thurs. & Fri., 

Weekends & Holidays Noon-5 pm

905 841 1004

Life. Lived Better.®

rockportgroup.net

Ridgewood II is the ultimate expression of carefree resort-style living - a place that feels like 

the weekend… everyday. An intimate 6 storey condominium with exceptional recreational 

facilities including a sumptuous outdoor saltwater swimming pool and indoor  hot tub. 

Miles of area trails and ravine parks. Nearby cafés. Fabulous shopping and minutes to GO 

Transit. Incredible suites with equally incredible views. An 

oasis of gracious tranquility in the heart of historic Aurora. 

Come home to Ridgewood II and leave the world behind. 

1  Y E A R  F R E E  M A I N T E N A N C E *

 N
EW D

EPOSIT
 

PROGRAM*

Elegant Suites
 from the

$300’s*
NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION
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MARS TIRE GET READY FOR
VACATION OFFERS

OIL AND OIL FILTER CHANGE$10OFF
$39.99 Car Care Package

Brake
Shocks
Struts

Steering

Tires
Alignments
Belts
Hoses

Mars Tire
297 Wellington Street East Unit #10, Aurora

905-841-8105 • xmycar.ca

UP TO $100
on Selected

Goodyear Tires

Instant Rebates

$200 BONUS
on Selected

Goodyear Tirelines

UP TO

This ad must be presented to receive o ers. Pricing is valid until June 16th, 2012 only.

or

1) Lube, oil and replace oil filter to keep
your engine clean.

2) Top up all fluids, including brake,
transmission, power steering and
radiator.

3) Analyse the electrical charging system
4) Tighten all drive belts and hose clamps

if required
5) Inspect cooling system and steering

linkage components.
6) Inspect front and rear brakes.

(Regular $54 Value)

Ends Saturday, 
June 16, 2012

Adding value and 
beauty to your home
When discussing this subject most 
people are stuck inside.  Summer is 
the time to get outside and enjoy the 
stunning weather that our Ontario 
summers have to offer.  You may be 
surprised how much value, beauty 
and enjoyment you can add to your 
property (residential or commer-
cial) by embarking on an exciting 
landscaping project.  That fabulous 
stone work you see on your friends 
and neighbors properties is much 
more reasonably priced than it ap-
pears if you use the right supplier.  
The team at Elmbourne Landscape 
and Excavation have been creating 
cost effective landscapes for nearly 
3 decades.  “We can even assist 

partner and business development 
manager at Elmbourne Limited.   
Their subsidiary, Bella Stone Sales 
provides cost effective stone solu-
tions to the projects.

You know what they say “if you 
want something done right, ask 

-
mbourne are certainly busy and 
they’re anxious to assist you in 
making your home your dream 
home.  Elmbourne services the res-
idential, commercial and industrial 
sectors providing a large range of 

equipment.  Basements, trench-
ing, septics, driveways, ponds and 
pools, building demolition, clean 
up, lot clearing and servicing, grad-
ing, snow removal and property 
maintenance and of course, stone 
sales and installation all fall within 
their expertise.  Give them a call 
today toll free for a no obligation 
quote at 1-877-STONE-13.  You 
might just be surprised at how cost 
effective this work can be and at 
the immense value and enjoyment  
you can add to your property…

www.elmbourne.com
www.bellastone.com

Toll Free: 1-877-STONE-13

Age does not reflect ability: Harrison

Canadians whose
achievements "have led
to the betterment of
their school, community,
province or country."

Ms. Harrison certain-
ly fits the bill. Having
got started in her chari-
table endeavours at a
very young age, raising
money by selling hand-
crafted bracelets to raise
money for cancer
research after her cousin
Julianna was diagnosed
with leukemia, her ini-
tiatives have only grown
from there. 

She was a founder for
the Youth Advisory
Council for Toronto's
Philip Aziz Centre for
Hospice care where the
endeavours of  her, and
some of  her other
Aurora High School
classmates came togeth-
er to raise nearly
$150,000 for the Hospice's
programming for chil-
dren and families -
$38,000 of  which was
raised just last month in
the Council's annual
charity golf  tournament
in Richmond Hill. 

At the age of  six,
when most kids are just
trying to find their way
through Grade 1, Brooke
was busy compiling the
first volume of  Cookin'
in Brooke's Kitchen, a
two volume set of  cook-
books featuring recipes
from friends, family, and
notable Canadians in the
entertainment and polit-
ical realms. By the age of
11 she had her second
volume ready to go, and
combined the two raised
$60,000 - and counting -
for cancer research.

Her efforts also
expanded to include
projects raising over
$100,000 for Aboriginal
children in Northern
Ontario, going towards
literacy and sports pro-
grams in remote, isolat-
ed communities, an ini-
tiative which was ongo-
ing in the family living
room when The Auroran

visited the Harrisons at
home on Friday. 

Sitting across the cof-
fee table from Brooke
amidst the slew of
awards she picked up in
Toronto over the previ-
ous few days, it was clear
she still hadn't absorbed
the entirety of  what the
week offered to her. 

Through the program,
Ms. Harrison not only
had the chance to be
among her fellow 19
award winners, 19 others
who share the similar
passions in what they
want to get out of  life
and what they want to
contribute to others, but
they also had a chance to
meet influential busi-
ness leaders, members of
the Order of  Canada,
and alumni of  the pro-
gram for whom it is very
much a family-like club. 

"It is just incredible to
meet all these amazing
people and now that
we're so close and so
tight now we're trying to
help each other."

Ms. Harrison's appli-
cation for the Top 20 pro-
gram was just one of
approximately 600 appli-
cations received by
Youth in Motion for the
2012 program. From
there, the 600 was whit-
tled down to a shortlist
of  40, who were then
interviewed by judges
selected from the illus-
trious roster of  Order of
Canada recipients.
Brooke's judge was
William Boyle, CEO of
Toronto's Harbourfront
Centre. In addition to the
primary award from
Youth In Motion, the
group also awarded her
with a $5,000 scholarship
for her next year of  uni-
versity and Manpower
awarded her a special
prize for community
service, but this is just
the start of  an eventful
journey for Ms. Harrison
in the program.

"Every person who
has gone through the
Top 20 gets a mentor for

a year, but they say if
you maintain that rela-
tionship it will go well
beyond your year in the
Top 20," said Ms.
Harrison, noting that
these mentors too are
selected from the ranks
of  the Order of  Canada. 

Mentor selection by
Youth In Motion, based
on each recipient's appli-
cation to find the best
personality fit, will be
made over the summer.
During the weeklong
summit, Ms. Harrison
said she particularly
enjoyed hearing about
the things the rest of  the
Class of  2012 was doing
to contribute to their
community, compare and
contrast their approach-
es to certain projects and
challenges, and exchang-
ing tips on how to have
the most impact. Despite
there being what she
described as a "50/50
split" between people
doing scientific research
and holding social
events, this was the
biggest part of  their peer
mentoring. 

Come September, Ms.
Harrison is bound for
the University of
Western Ontario, where
she will be studying
social justice and peace
studies. There, she
would like to continue on
with her efforts to help
u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d
Aboriginal communi-
ties, and undertake more
research to have the
most impact on this
demographic.

"I would love, with the
help of  my mentor, to
guide me on a path to
make a larger differ-
ence," she said of  the
year ahead as both a uni-
versity student and a
proud member of  the
Top 20. "It is going to be a
huge learning curve
with university and a
mentor, and this whole
alumni factor, but I just
hope I can make a bigger
change. 

"As long as people

From page 1

Brooke Harrison, pictured
with the many awards and 
citations she received as 
a member of Canada’s Top
20 under 20 last week.

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

Advertorial

FAN MAN

 
Tuesday –Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

www.thefanman.ca

on “FANS AND LIGHTING” 
New UPHOLSTERY LINE 

and FURNISHINGS, 
with a designer on staff. 

“Wow”
Has never been easier! 

Introducing Lavie by Design Interiors 
Phone for an Appointment 

AMAZING DEALS find what they're pas-
sionate about and they
want to go out and do
[what they can] to help
society or their neigh-
bour, that is the biggest
step if  you have the drive
to go out and do it. One
common thread I found
[with my fellow recipi-
ents] was there is this
sense that they live and
breathe what they are
there for. If  you're that
happy and you're that
passionate about some-
thing you can succeed in
anything."
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12998 Keele Street at King Road, King City, Ontario

Hogan’s Inn

PRIVATE
DINING
ROOM
special
occasions

Communions, Baptisms, Intimate  
Weddings (up to 100), Rehearsal Parties 
and Showers.

LIVE  
ENTERTAINMENT

at the Hunt Pub

Tallboy Thursdays!
Call today to book your Communions  
and Graduation Parties at Hogan’s !

for

June 28 - 29 
July 2 - 3

905-726-4132

The Driver Training
Course that Helps

Parents Sleep Nights!

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Doors Open features old buildings with new life on July 14
By Mai Al Nabhan

Manager of Heritage
Planning & Urban Design

Town of Aurora

Heritage structures
don't have to be architec-
tural wonders, monu-
ments, or public spaces to
be valued and recognized. 

Any structure carries
with it a story, a tale of
peoples who lived there,
where they come from,
what they did, and what
role they played in our
local history.  

On Saturday, July 14,
you'll have the opportuni-
ty to peek into some his-
toric buildings that have
been revitalized and ready
to take an active part in
Aurora's future. 

It is a unique chance to
get beyond the front door
where the history of  the
building will be brought
to life. Take the time to
browse and find out what
has been preserved and
restored and what has
been updated to accommo-
date modern life.  

The George Russell
House located at 42
Temperance Street is a
designated heritage build-
ing and now Bijoy
Restaurant. It was built
circle 1868 for Russell, a
labourer and agent at the
nearby Fleury Foundry.
The Russells owned the
house until 1873 when it
was sold to Charles
Baguley who sold it to the
Fleury Foundry in 1910.
For the next 33 years, the
house was occupied by
various laborers and blue-
collar workers. 

The house is a simple
Ontario Gothic worker's
cottage with front centre
gable common to many
small residences of  this
period. At the time of  its
construction, it was locat-
ed immediately south of
the Sons of  Temperance
Hall, which was demol-
ished in the 1940s. 

In 2007 this simple yet
elegant house was com-
pletely restored and con-
verted to a charming
restaurant owned and run
by chefs Bijoy and Sujata,
originally from India who
have called Canada home
for over 25 years. Bijoy
Restaurant is a testament
of  granting a historic
house a new use while
maintaining its integrity.
Come see for yourself
while tasting specialty
scones and tea prepared
by Bijoy. 

Benjamin Stephenson
House at 15010 Yonge
Street, now home to Pace

Credit Union was built in
1915. Since the 18th centu-
ry, lots along Yonge Street
in Aurora (this one includ-
ed) have transitioned from
farming to being subdivid-
ed for the creation of  mul-
tiple lots to

house the managerial
classes and other white-
collar workers.  

Stephenson purchased
the lot in 1913 and subdi-
vided the land into seven
lots. The significance of
this site lies not only with-
in its Edwardian
Classicism style but in the
evolution of  the use of  the
land upon which it
resides. When you visit
this house, note some its
special features including
the side entrance which is
at the centre of  the build-
ing, and the gabled roof.

Although now convert-
ed to office use, much of
the early Edwardian and
Arts and Crafts wood inte-
riors have been preserved.
Please note that both main
and second floors will be
open to the public except
the kitchen.

The Church Street
Montessori at 17 Church
Street is a charming small
Ontario cottage built in
the late 1880s for Andrew
Galloway, a labourer. The
house is a typical worker's
house of  the late part of
the 19th century. As with
most Ontario homes since
the 1860s, the house fea-
tures a gable in the centre
roof  of  the front door. 

In 2002, the house was
converted to its new use as
a Montessori. 

The Brome House, a
small, worker's house of
Georgian style located at
number 71 was built in the
1890s on the quiet Centre
Street.

According to a newspa-
per (dated 1882) found
within a wall space in the
house in 1992, the house
was originally built and
was used partially for a
non-residential purpose
and then converted to a
regular house in 1910. 

The house was named
after the Brome family

who owned the house from
1941 to 1962.  It is believed
that the Brome's house
was the last house in
Aurora to have electricity
installed, in 1951.

In 2010, the house was
in desperate need for seri-
ous repair and Sincera
Design Inc. was hired for
this task. The interior was
completely updated and
the exterior was restored.
This project turned this
shabby structure into a
charming little house with
its cedar wood siding and
small entranceway and its
presence on Centre Street
is now attractive and
pleasing. 

Take the time to visit
this private residence, the
owners agreed to open
their doors to share the
history of  the house and
the neighbourhood.

For more information
about Doors Open Aurora,
or to volunteer for the
event, please visit
www.aurora.ca/doorsopen
2012 or call Mai Al
Nabhan, Manager of
Heritage Planning &
Urban Design at 905-727-
3123 ext. 4351.

Doors Open is an activi-
ty of  the Town of  Aurora
and its Heritage Advisory
Committee; we hope you
enjoy this year's event!

The 1868 George Russell
House on Temperance
Street is now home to
Bijoy’s Restaurant. The
restaurant is opening up
its doors to the public as
part of Doors Open
Aurora on July 14.

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

insurance@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

Let it RAIN: Windfall
By Wendy Soloduik

Saving Lake Simcoe is
like saving rain in a bar-
rel.

Over the weekend, rep-
resentatives from the
Windfall Ecology Centre
in Aurora hosted the 11th
Annual Windfall Ecology
Festival at Fairy Lake in
Newmarket promoting
several water and conser-
vation programs includ-
ing RAIN.

"RAIN is one of  our
most popular programs
right now," Jen Atkinson,
director of  Operations for
the Windfall Ecology
Centre, told The Auroran.
"RAIN is a program that
takes a practical approach
to using rain water and
reducing phosphorus in
yards and community
spaces.

"From 2007 to 2009,
Windfall led a storm water
protection project called
RainSaver, funded by the
Lake Simcoe Clean-Up
Fund. In this project,
Windfall introduced to

residents the concept of
using a rain barrel to cap-
ture run off  and reduce
phosphorus loading in
Lake Simcoe. In this new
RAIN project (a joint pro-
gram of  Green
Communities Canada and
its members) we are
incorporating the lessons
learned from RainSaver
and are expanding on the
basic level of  education
that was provided.

"In this next level proj-
ect we will introduce the
concept of  rain gardens,
permeable pavements, cis-
terns and other related
technologies to capture
rain water and reduce
phosphorus levels in the
watershed. These low
impact developments
(LID) will reduce the area
of  impervious surfaces
and promote water reten-
tion onsite to enhance the
percolation of  water
through the soil."

Preliminary research
conducted by the Ontario

Continued on page 21
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and a bottom line on how much they
should cost. Councillor Sandra
Humfryes suggested a committee be
established to oversee the event to look
at the plans.

“This is just the start of  a budget for
the sesquicentennial and it is an expen-
sive start to the budget,” added
Councillor Evelyn Buck. “It is going to
cost us $60,000 - $70,000 for one individ-
ual for this period of  time and to justify
that amount of  money we spent on one
individual to plan events – and the
events are liable to be quite spectacular
– we should have an idea of  what we’re
going to spend on the celebrations
before we make these decisions.”

This was a familiar refrain at the
Council table as Councillor John Gallo
said he was “really having issues” with
adding something like this onto the
Town’s plate so far in the 2012 budget
process.

“Considering we’re halfway through
2012, if  we hire someone, the criteria is
to go out and find money,” he said. “It is
going to take far more than six months
for us to lobby any organization that
would consider giving us this money.
That kind of  thing is probably done a
year and a half  or two years in advance,
so we might be beyond that time frame.

I’m not convinced this is the best
approach.”

Earlier this spring, Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe took the initial steps to get the ball
rolling on Aurora’s sesquicentennial
celebrations with a notice of  motion to
get a framework in place to show all that
the Town’s 150th anniversary could be.

“We are six months away from our
sesquicentennial and we haven’t start-
ed,” he said. “Mr. Downey has done
some good work and if  we wait to put a
committee in place, we will be three
months away or two months away from
getting everything done and we will
miss the opportunity.

“We’re sitting with over $30 million
in a hydro reserve account wondering
what to do with it. We’re sitting with
over [$1.3] million in our Council discre-
tionary fund and we’re worried about
putting some money in to a celebration
of  our 150th anniversary? That boggles
my mind.

“If  we don’t want to do it, fine, let’s
just say we have no interest in celebrat-
ing the sesquicentennial with any
degree of  relevance. Yeah, we’re 150
years old – throw a banner up on Yonge
Street, have a good old time and move
on. Let’s step up to it, folks.”

The plan is expected to come up
again at Council this Tuesday.

From page 3

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLEAnniversary debate 
“boggles” Mayor’s mind

Plan is designed for flexibility
the downtown that includes culture.”

A year-round farmers’ market is also an
idea that will be explored under “strength-
ening the fabric of  our community.”

Focusing on creating a “diverse, 
creative, and resilient economy” is another
key objective in the plan. Just to spice
things up, however, the strategic plan calls
on investigating “the feasibility of  estab-
lishing an entertainment district in 
the downtown area, a community
square/gathering area/piazza in a perma-
nent or scheduled outdoor pedestrian mall
on Yonge Street in the Aurora Promenade,”
according to the plan.

According to Joe Pittari, the project
manager retained to oversee the plan, the
document accounts for Aurora’s population
expanding by a further 15,000 residents by
2031, marking a doubling of  population
since 1986. It is designed to be flexible with
other planning documents and the needs of
the day.

“We recognize this is a living document
and that priorities may shift and will be
updated from time to time to reflect those
changes,” said Mr. Pittari.

“The committee was certainly very con-
scious that we certainly didn’t want to see
this document just sit on a shelf  and collect
dust,” added said Councillor Thompson.
“The value of  a strategic plan is actually
implementing it rather than allowing it to

collect dust on a shelf.”
Unlike Councillor Thompson and the

majority of  Council, Councillor Evelyn
Buck sat out the committee for the strategic
plan. She reiterated her previous stance on
Tuesday that she does not have any confi-
dence in five year plans, let alone 20.

“When we talk about sustainability,
what comes to my mind is financial sus-
tainability,” she said. “Is there a proposal to
indicate where the resources are coming
from over the next 20 years to implement
this strategic plan? I don’t know how you
can do it, and I don’t know how you can do
it not knowing where the money is coming
from.”

Nevertheless, if  the strategic plan is
approved after a formal presentation at
Council June 26, it will be the document
steering the municipal ship, according to
Mr. Pittari.

“It demonstrates Council’s long-term
commitment to shaping Aurora’s future
and what you’re going to be doing over the
next several years towards that,” he said.

“The implementation of  this plan will
require the Town to integrate the planning
framework and the day-to-day function of
the municipality [and continuing] renew-
ing and enhancing this plan. It doesn’t have
to be an elaborate process as it was this
time, but rather more focused to ensure it is
still relevant and fresh and recognizes what
has been achieved.”

Ministry of  the Environment in 2010
indicates that up to 2.7 tonnes per year of
phosphorus from existing urban areas
could be removed through the use of  LID
practices.

Residents of  Aurora can implement
their own RAIN program, and take
action to reduce non-point source pollu-
tion entering Lake Simcoe through storm
sewers. Helping Mother Nature to divert
rain will allow water to be filtered natu-
rally by the soil which recharges ground-
water aquifers. 

"Every time it rains a host of  bacteria,
chemicals, fuels and heavy metals wash
off  our lawns, driveways, sidewalks and
streets, running straight into lakes and
rivers via the underground storm sewer
system making them hazardous for
swimming and aquatic life," said
Atkinson. "If  everyone does something
small it will add up to a big effect and we
might just feel more comfortable swim-

ming at the beach and eating the fish we
catch."

To help drive the point home, Windfall
has offered three hands-on workshops to
help homeowners learn about what they
can do to help with local storm water
management and protect Lake Simcoe.

The courses teach diversion, control
and creative uses for rainwater.

If  you missed the course, here's what
you can do at home right now:

o Slow the flow: Reduce the volume of
rain entering the storm water system by
capturing it and releasing it more slowly.;

o Soak it up: Allow more rain to soak
into the ground by increasing permeable
areas;

o Keep it clean: Avoid releasing pollu-
tants (pet waste, lawn fertilizer, fuels, car-
wash effluent and other pollutants).

The Windfall Ecology Centre is locat-
ed at 93A Industrial Parkway South in
Aurora. Call them at 905-727-0491 or visit
them online at www.windfallcentre.ca.

From page 1

From page 20

You can protect Lake Simcoe
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YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...When you decide to do landscaping

at your own home, some jobs may be
small enough to do yourself, but to do a
larger job yourself  might take a sum-
mer worth of  evenings and weekends.
A landscape contractor might be able
to finish the same job in a few days.  It
depends on how you want to spend
your summer - with a cool drink, or a
shovel.         

Here are some tips for a successful
job:

1. Decide on what the whole family
wants.  Make a list, collect pictures or
links, sketch your ideas and then call
for a professional plan.  A contractor
needs a plan to estimate and build your
job and you need it so you are sure the
contractor is going to build what you
want.  It must be to scale, preferably at
about 1/4" per foot and show materials,
sizes, grades, major plants, and utili-
ties. 

2. Go with the contractor you are
comfortable with.  Look for an honest,
hard working contractor that comes
recommended by friends or associates
and has a middle of  the road price.  If

you pick the cheapest, you’ll probably
get a cheap job.  The most expensive
may not be worth it.

3. Sign a contract.  It helps clarify
both the contractor’s responsibilities
and your responsibilities.

4. Provide regular feedback.  Meet
once a day with the contractor to go
over what is being done.

5. Be reasonable.  You should expect
a very good job but nothing is perfect.
Especially outside.  Posts develop
splits, stone has different colours and
plants need pruning.  If  you demand
perfection, you have to pay for perfec-
tion and you should be clear about that
with your contractor before they begin.  

6. Maintain your landscaping.  Your
contractor should provide you with
maintenance guidelines just like a car.
Follow them and enjoy your new place.  

Aurora Landscape Contractors has
been building beautiful landscapes in
Aurora for 35 years. 

For design and quotation of  your
next project, contact Al Trimble B.L.A.
O.A.L.A. at 905 888-9500 or aurora
landscape@gmail.com

By Brock Weir

If  you want to see
change happen, you have
to take that first step.

This is the message that
was brought to Aurora by
accessibility advocate Jeff
Preston in a presentation
last week, marking the cul-
mination of  National
Access Week.

Mr. Preston was speak-
ing at a public forum
intended to allow people
facing challenges in our
community to voice their
concerns and make recom-
mendations on how these
barriers can be removed.
He said when you get right
down to it, everyone has a
disability in some way.

"I'm terrible at math -
it's my disability," Mr.
Preston told an audience
in the Skylight Gallery at
Town Hall on Thursday
evening. Mr. Preston was
diagnosed with congenital
muscular dystrophy just a
few short months after
birth.

"Disability is a defined
as a lack of  ability, and
who doesn't have one? We
all have limitations. We
would all be limited if  we
compared ourselves to
playing hockey like
Sydney Crosby, or Tiger
Woods and adultery!"

Mr. Preston was on
hand to share his story of
being a person who affect-
ed change in his communi-
ty near London, ON. 

Fed up with the lack of
transportation and overall
accessibility for people not
just in wheelchairs like
himself, but of  anyone fac-
ing barriers, Mr. Preston
powered up his electric
wheelchair and drove from
London to Ottawa, stop-
ping in communities and
meeting  with govern-
ments along the way,
spreading the message that
something needed to be
done. 

For him, this was 
a character defining
moment, and he encour-
aged others to be more self
reflective.

"[Ask yourself], 'Who
am I?'" he said. "There are
a lot of  layers to who you
are. There is the surface
level of  your name, but
where you're from, where
you were born, your fami-
ly, your job, it just gets a lit-
tle bit deeper. What are
your interests, what are
your preferences? What
music do you like? What
books do you like? What
books don't you like?
There is a lot to us and a lot
of  different layers, but
there is a problem.

"People don't see the lay-
ers on first meeting, on
first appearance, on first
impression."

Despite being a poster
child for muscular dystro-
phy in Ontario from the
age of  seven, eventually
rising through the ranks to
join national campaigns,
the Easter Seals, and chair-
ing the City of  London's
Committee of  Adjustment,
the layers were still met
with barriers. He said he
has had a fairly successful
life, but when people see

him at first, they simply
see a wheelchair.

"My theory is when we
go around in our day to
day lives, we're wearing
name tags on our shirts,"
he said. "We have those on
even if  we don't know. The
problem is that people
start to fill in those name
tags for us, but we don't do
a very good job in filling
those in ourselves.

"We go about our day to
day lives and do our day to
day things, but we're not
filling in our name tags.
We're not showing people
or telling people who we
are or what we're all about.
Instead of  people seeing
Jeff  Preston, doctoral stu-
dent, involved citizen,
what they see is Jeff
Preston, person with dis-
ability - or worse - they see
Jeff  Preston, cripple,
wheelchair bound, suffer-
er."

In his talk, Mr. Preston
spoke about the wider
challenges faced by per-
sons with disabilities, par-
ticularly myths surround-
ing the word "disability."
There is a myth, he said,
that people with disabili-
ties do not pursue postsec-
ondary education, and this
resulted in a problem -
since rectified - where per-
sons receiving ODSP were
unable to receive OSAP.
The reality of  the situa-
tion, he said, is reflected
with statistics showing
education rates are lower
for persons with disabili-
ties.

"36 per cent of  people
with disabilities don't go
to high school," he said.
"That's compared to 18 per
cent, which is the norm.
We're behind by almost 20
per cent. Unemployment
is 14.4 per cent. That is up
about 10 per cent since the
recession started."

"A giant swath" of  peo-
ple with disabilities are
living on ODSP which
translates to the issue of
people with disabilities
are "by and large living in
poverty, living without

education, are living with-
out opportunity."

"I ask you right now if
this is because of  a diagno-
sis or something else?" he
asked the audience. "Is
this about something
much bigger? Spoiler
alert: It is about some-
thing much different.

"The problem is it does-
n't matter how many
ramps you put in, it does-
n't matter how many ele-
vators we put in, it doesn't
matter how many Braille
signs we erect. If  people
can't get out of  their own
homes, we're lost, and that
is why in 2008 I decided to
do what thousands of  peo-
ple with disabilities do
every day, which is to take
their chairs, go out on the
street, and try to get where
they need to go.

"It wasn't about me, it
wasn't about whether or
not I could make it to
Ottawa. It wasn't about
putting in the kilometres.
It was about everybody
else. It was about everyone
with disabilities trapped
in their homes for a crime
they didn't commit. It is
about all the people that
have to walk through the
rain and the cold and the
heat just because of  the
diagnosis and that is
something that I can
change."

For the people in atten-
dance, there are still a
number of  barriers being
tackled in Aurora by per-
sons with disabilities. One
man said Town Hall did
not have an adequate num-
ber of  teletypewriters
(TTY) stations, which
allow people with hearing
or speech impairments
make telephone calls.
There is one TTY machine
at Town Hall, but in one
man's experience, staff  he
approached had no idea
where it was, and there is
no signage leading to it.

This, according to
Aurora's accessibility
advisor Chris Catania,
was something they were
planning on bringing for-

ward in next year's accessi-
bility plan. 

While one long-standing
issue for accessibility is
being addressed, that
being lack of  accessibility
for wheelchairs in
Aurora's Council cham-
bers, other issues
remained. One resident
said Aurora needed to be
more lenient in allowing
people with disabilities to
park their cars on sides of
streets with no parking.
Another encouraged
Aurora to take on more of
an advocacy role in mak-
ing York Region's Mobility
Plus program more readily
available.

Daniel McDonnell, pres-
ident of  the York Region
chapter of  the Canadian
Hard of  Hearing
Association, said it is a
win-win for customers and
businesses if  they try to
make their businesses and
organizations accessible to
everyone.

"It is all about being
included," he said. "In
terms of  being hard of
hearing, people tend to be
isolated. They don't want

Taking the first step to bulldoze barriers

Jeff Preston, who drove his electric wheelchair from London to Ottawa in an effort
to raise awareness of barriers faced by disabled people, brought his message of
change to Aurora on Thursday.                                            Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900

www.gatewaylanes.ca

How to Work With a Landscape Contractor

to go out because it is too
much of  a struggle to com-
municate and so forth. I
like pizza and I don't want
to order pizza over the
phone because it is too
hard for me. There's a
pizza place in Aurora
where you can go online
and order. Because he had
that, he got my business. I
go nowhere else. It doesn't
matter if  it is the best
pizza or the best price."

Mr. Preston encouraged
the audience to take up
advocacy roles, get educat-

ed for knowledge is power,
know their rights under
provincial acts, get
involved, demand inclu-
sivity, "stop using disabili-
ty as a crutch to get out of
things", and stop taking no
for an answer.

"Consider a man like
myself, someone who has
never walked a day, never
taken a step, was able to go
650 km," he said. "Just
think about how far you
can go on your own two
legs. You just have to take
that first step." 

Advertorial
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HTC Raider™
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HTC One™ X
First smartphone in Canada 
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Creating World-Leading 
Internet Experiences.

WITH THE LATEST LTE† DEVICES AND THE FASTEST 
WIRELESS NETWORK TECHNOLOGY ON THE PLANET.

Offers effective May 10, 2012 and subject to change without notice. Available only at participating Rogers’ locations while supplies last. Offers may not be combined with any other offer, unless specifi ed. Regular rates apply after promotional periods. Some devices, products and services not available in all areas. Includes the Government 
Regulatory Recovery Fee which varies by province and ranges from $2.13-$2.75/line/month ($2.13 AB/BC/MB/ON, $2.53 QC, $2.66 NB, $2.75 NL/SK, $2.56 NS, $2.63 PEI). It is applied to help fund fees, costs and other amounts related to federal, provincial and/or municipal mandates, 
programs and requirements. It is not a tax or charge the government requires Rogers to collect and is subject to change. See rogers.com/regulatoryfee for details. Early cancellation fees or device savings recovery fees and/or service deactivation fee apply according to the terms of your agreement. Where applicable, 
additional airtime, data, long distance, roaming, options and taxes are extra and billed monthly. 1 With new activation on any 3-yr voice and data plan having min. $47.13 combined monthly service fee. 2 With new activation on an eligible 3-yr data plan. See rogers.com/rocketplans for details. Device Saving Recovery Fees and/or Service 
Deactivation Fee (as applicable) apply in accordance with your service agreement. FLEXtab balance corresponds to the sum of Device Savings Recovery Fee and the Additional Device Savings Recovery Fee. † Within Rogers LTE network footprint: Based on tests comparing data throughput speeds and on geographic coverage area comparison 
(in square kilometers) to Bell and Telus’ LTE networks. See www.rogers.com/coveragefor full details on Rogers LTE network coverage. ™Rogers and related names & logos are trademarks used under licence from Rogers Communications Inc. or an affi liate. ©2012  
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Members of Uganda’s Watoto Children’s Choir, pictured above in one of the Watoto
Villages, will be bringing their voices and their stories of survival to Aurora on
Canada Day in a concert at Aurora Cornerstone Church. Watoto cares for children
left orphaned by HIV/AIDS, and other vulnerable members of society with an aim
to raise them to become the “rebuilders” of their country.

Children’s choir has message

of hope for Canada Day
By Brock Weir

Africa's Watoto Children's Choir will
be spending Canada Day in Canada's
Birthday Town. 

The famed Watoto Children's Choir,
comprised of  African children - in this
case, Uganda - who have been affected or
even left orphaned by the AIDS pandem-
ic, will be performing a vibrant morning
of  singing and dancing entitled
"Beautiful Africa: A New Generation."

The concert will take place Sunday,
July 1 at 10 a.m. at the Aurora
Cornerstone Church on Industrial
Parkway South.The free concert will
boast 21 kids who will perform what
organizers promise will be a morning of
"vibrant, original African music, dance
routines, and life-transforming stories."

"The tour is a testimony of  the new
generation of  leaders emerging out of
Watoto," said organizers.

The Watoto Children's Choir, which
recently made headlines when one of  its
young members hugged the Queen after
performing at a palace reception, sprang
out of  the larger Watoto Program. Watoto
cares for orphaned children and vulnera-
ble women in Uganda, until they can care
for themselves, and are able to go out and
help "rebuild their nation."

Founded on Christian teachings,
Watoto provides physical and medical
care, including AIDS/HIV treatments,
and education. 

The choir coming to Aurora is one of
55 that have toured the world bringing
their songs and stories of  survival to the
wider world. This choir will be lead by 26-
year-old Sam Kimera, who said the main
purpose of  the choir is to raise aware-
ness of  the situation of  orphaned and
abandoned children not just in Uganda,
but all over the continent.

"It starts with the children that need to
be rescued," Mr. Kimera told The
Auroran. "Most people are willing to
help, but most people just don't know how
to get involved. What we do is raise
awareness and show people how they can
get involved. 

"The primary way to help is through
sponsorship and the sponsorship is $35 a
month to have the opportunity to sponsor
a child, or a mother or a baby without a
home. That goes to feed and clothe the
children in the long-term and what that
does is we can then commit to care for

children, and that is from the time we
rescue them until the time they can care
for themselves. It's a long-term commit-
ment."

Leading the choir is a labour of  love
for Mr. Kimera.

"If  you saw the kids at the time when
we start training with them and you see
them now five months down the road, not
just at five months but after that, and
being on the road, it's the transforma-
tion. Being on the road, to see the trans-
formation that comes from giving them
confidence, the performance and just
learning how to interact with people they
have just met, is something I can't
explain, but is a very big thing for me."

Mr. Kimera started with Watoto as a
member of  the church. Although some
individuals who started with Watoto as
kids are still with the group, now as team
leaders, he said it is still an amazing jour-
ney to be on with them.

"There is one song we will be perform-
ing that is called 'Not Alone', and basical-
ly the message is regardless of  the situa-
tion, regardless of  the experiences that
we're going through, it is important to
know that Jesus is with us and we are not
alone. 

"Think about the children, the 21 in
this choir, who just four years ago were in
such a situation on the street with no
food, no school, and no clothing, to think
about how much hope they have received
after being rescued means a lot to me.
Everyone will have their own favourite
piece in the performance but that will be
one of  mine."

Lest anyone think that if  they come to
the concert they will be "slamming them
with bibles", he said the message the
Watoto choir will bring to Aurora is uni-
versal. 

"If  you find kids who are drowning,
your religion doesn't mean anything," he
said. "It is just a helping hand you put
out. You don't give any thought as to
whether they are Catholic or whether
they are Muslim or of  a particular belief
system.

"The point is when children need to be
rescued and you can do something, do it,
and you can discuss your beliefs after
that. Just come and have a fun time. It's a
strong message, because that is where we
have found our hope, but we will present
it as just that and tell how our lives have
been changed."

Aboriginal Day will address
stereotypes

By Brock Weir

National Aboriginal Day will be
marked with stories, talks, artefacts,
and "plenty of  jokes" at the Aurora
Cultural Centre next week. 

The day to commemorate the cul-
ture and contributions of  Canada's
First Nations will be marked on
Thursday, June 21, and the Centre
will open up its doors that evening to
share firsthand stories and give resi-
dents a hands-on experience in
Aboriginal culture and traditions.

"The evening will centre around
the creation of  personalized totems,
which are animals associated with
each participant's birth month," said
the Aurora Cultural Centre's Jane
Taylor.

"Each totem will be completed and
placed in a frame for each partici-
pant to take home. The artists will
circulate amongst families revealing
the stories and legends associated
with each creature."

Organizers anticipate that these
creations will lead to more questions
about Aboriginal cultures and artists
leading the totems will be on hand to
"break down stereotypes to under-
stand life for contemporary
Aboriginal people today." The totem
creation will be lead by artist Todd
Jamieson, a resident of  Brampton,
who is a part of  the Oneida Nation of
the Thames, in southern Ontario.
Fellow artist, Holland Landing's
Alfie Fishgap, hails from the Salish
First Nation.

"Artist Todd Jamieson and Alfie
Fishgap advocate open discussion
around questions of  Aboriginal his-
tory, culture and identity," said Ms.
Taylor. "Well known in the York
Region school community for their
frequent curriculum based visits, the
artistic duo seek to break down
stereotypes and help all Canadians
better understand First Nations cul-
ture and heritage. Their engaging
style wins them fans at every stop."

THE AURORAN
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DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES- JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Raz & Mae Khamissa, owners of Omar Shoes

14800 Yonge St. • Aurora Shopping Centre • 

SHOES
EST. 1970

to come into Omars Shoes for       a consultation
with their friendly, informed staff. Omars has been fi tting shoes     
                                 from babies to adults, for over 40 years.

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

UNBRIDGE

HUDSON

VESTAL

CHARLES

WHERE  GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT

905-727-9391 www.omarsshoes.com

UNBRIDGE

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY
SUNDAY, JUNE 17

CHARA LES

No breaking 
in required.

Wyn Chivers (centre), CEO of CHATS, was pleased to be presented with a cheque for $12,501.70 recently from
organizers of the Rock & Roll Dinner Dance held in April. Presenting the cheque to Ms. Chivers were, left to right,
Tim Jones of CHATS, committee members Pat Hayes and Henny Dawe, and committee chair Alan Hayes.

Photo provided by Bia Sherrard

Councillors regret arts grant changes
By Brock Weir

Councillors are regretting a decision last year to tin-
ker with Aurora's arts and culture grants, which was
founded by a local family.

The concerns were voiced last week by Councillors
Evelyn Buck, Wendy Gaertner, and John Gallo at
Tuesday's general committee meeting where
Councillors reviewed five grants handed out under the
new system for just over $4,300. 

This year's recipients included the Aurora Farmers'
Market and Artisan Fair for $1,000 to rent the Town
band shell during six special events during the course
of  the farmers market; $1,000 for the Aurora Garden
and Horticultural Show for costs related to their meet-
ings and plant sales; $1,000 for the Aurora Masters
Lacrosse for last weekend's DOVE lacrosse game rais-
ing awareness of  domestic violence; $325 for the Aurora
Walk for Ovarian Cancer; and $1,000 for Kerry's Place
Autism Services for an appreciation event in Town Park
on July 7 which will include a community art project. 

The Arts and Culture Grant, which was started in
the 1960s with the financial support of  the Merkur
Family, owners of  the Aurora Shopping Centre, and
later augmented with financial contributions from
developer Joseph Lebovic, was merged with the Parks
and Recreation Grant program last year. 

At the time, staff  said the move would provide clari-
ty on who is eligible for the program as well as provide
a steady funding source for the program as a budget
item because funding from the familiess was "not
assured."

In years past where recipients of  the grants would be
welcomed to a recognition ceremony in Town Hall
where the Merkur family would provide them with
grant cheques. Now, Councillors are simply informed
on a quarterly basis on who have been chosen as recipi-
ents with little to no recognition of  the donor.

"We have awarded the funds donated to us by two
families without their involvement in any shape or
form," said Councillor Evelyn Buck last week. "That
was the result of  Council's decision. “All we need for
them is to hand their money order and not participate
in any way. Is it the administration's position that the
[Merkurs and Leovics would] be in no way invited to
participate in the presentation of  cheques to successful
applicants?"

Mr. Downey responded that the process approved by
Council did not recognize any opportunity for a formal
cheque presentation, and that a meeting is scheduled
for this Monday between all parties to discuss changes
to the grant program.

Councillor Buck's position that the move was "insult-
ing" to the donors was supported by Councillor Gallo.

"If  I was one of  them, I would just say, 'Thank you
very much' and I might not contribute," he said. "I
wouldn't blame them and I blame myself  for not seeing
that. One of  the highlights in the year for me was that
occasion for them handing over the cheques and people
receiving them. They were genuinely happy and I think
that will be missed. We really need to look at it.”

Amid these discussions were suggestions that
Council should make a formal reconsideration of  this
process, and even that these discussions should take
place in closed session because they concerned "identi-
fiable individuals."

While the three councillors rejected the idea that it
should go into closed session as identifiable individuals

as they have been identified with the project through-
out.

"I think it is premature to hear reconsideration," said
Councillor Michael Thompson. "Ask staff  or the Mayor
to share with us the comments and the tone and context
of  the meeting to find out what their thoughts and their
positions are. I think that would influence each of  us
individually with regards to the program."

Councillor Gaertner Wendy Gaertner agreed that
taking the two families out of  the equation was the
wrong move.

"I think it is insulting and I think this Council was
young and new and didn't understand the history of
this, and that happens," she said.  
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Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 
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16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs
49$ *

NEW Winshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

or FREE
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GRANITE • MARBLE 
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1.800.334.0563 Toll Free
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REAL ESTATE

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

Stouffville 905-640-6411
www.clarksonauctions.com

Keller Williams 
Realty Centres, Brokerage  LINDA STEPHENS

Sales Representative
LINDA STEPHENS

Sales RepresentativeIndependently Owned and Operated

Don't delay - call Linda today!

Townhome 
Listings 
Needed! 

Selling? 
Qualified buyers ready 
to negotiate right now! 
Get SOLD and move up!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ Office: 905-895-5972 x 816

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

  
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX
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Eco-Friendly 
Hot water
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SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com
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BOOST YOUR ENERGY!
IMPROVE MENTAL CLARITY!

ACHIEVE YOUR HEALTHY
WEIGHT!

IT’S EASY - SAFE - NATURAL
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO PERSONALIZE A PRO-

GRAM THAT IS JUST RIGHT FOR YOU CALL

KRISTINA (289) 234-9484

TAKE CHARGE OF
YOUR HEALTH 

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insured�/ est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work

Mike
THE WOODWORKER

* Kitchens
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* Doors

705-305-7572
woodwork.magic@gmail.com

TENSION? LACK ENERGY?
STRESS?? INJURED?

www.healingcurrent.com or call 647.678.0742

Did you know that your energy field
is affected by all that you experience?

Try ENERGY HEALING 
or FOOT REFLEXOLOGY!

38 Wellington St. East, to book an appointment log on to
See Christina at Alternative Physiotherapy

ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS

160 Wellington St. E. 905-841-3400
Hardwood • Laminate • Carpet • Vinyl • Tile

YOUR 1 STOP SHOP FORFLOORING CENTRE
IDEAL



The symposium also includes fitness classes and a performance by
Ryerson University's Act II Theatre School and Drama Centre. For
more information and to register for the symposium, contact the York
Regional Police Seniors Safety Unit at 1-866-876-5423.

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents the first of  two dynamic lec-

ture afternoons in celebration of  the ongoing gallery show Ontario
Society of  Artists Celebrates 140 Years. 1 p.m.: Wynn Walters, OSA,
with the lecture "Through a Sculptor's Eye." 2 p.m.: Eva Kolacz, OSA,
with the fascinating live demonstration "To Abstract or Not to
Abstract…" All welcome - free admission. 22 Church Street; wheelchair
accessible at north entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818 or visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

JUNE 21 - JUNE 24
Marquee Theatrical Productions will be holding auditions for their

new musical Legally Blonde. Call our office to book your preferred
audition time at 905-713-1040 ASAP - the booking time you are given is
your set arrival time to take part in either your vocal/monologue or
dance audition.  Depending on your time you might sing/act first or
dance first.  It all depends on when you book your time.  There will be
a short break after dance for those who have to sing next so you can
catch your breath prior to auditioning. Please prepare a contemporary
monologue & upbeat contemporary musical theatre piece (there will
not be a live accompanist so kindly bring a CD or iPod karaoke track
with you) Please also wear or bring clothing that will allow you to take
part in a dance audition that will be led by our choreographer.  Don't
forget your resume and photo (any snap shot that looks like you now
even printed on regular paper - they will not be returned) June 21 - 22:
6 - 10 p.m., June 23: 10 - 2 p.m., June 24: 1 - 3 p.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 21
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents National Aboriginal Day free

Family Celebration at the Centre. Join artists Alfie Fishgap and Todd
Jamieson in a family-friendly evening of  art projects, discussion, sto-
ries and a discovery table of  artifacts. Create your own Birth Totem to
take home. Free activity appropriate for all ages; parents, please
accompany your children to this activity.  Call, email or drop by the
Centre to reserve your spot.  22 Church Street; wheelchair accessible at
north entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818, or visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, JUNE 23
The Aurora Historical Society and Hillary House will host "Camp

Create! Art and Music" the first event of  Camp Hillary for kids ages
seven - 11. Cost is $15 for the day or $35 for all three camps. Pre-regis-
tration is required and there is a maximum of  20 kids per camp. Camp
runs from 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, contact the Aurora
Historical Society at 905-727-8991. (Rain date: June 30)

TUESDAY, JUNE 26
The Aurora Public Library presents Freedom from the Fire:

Healing Inflammation with Food. Cancer, diabetes, heart disease,
depression, celiac disease and Alzheimer's have one thing in common -
inflammation.  Join Nutritionist Carol Fazari and learn her practical
step-by-step approach to reclaiming your health and reducing the

inflammation that plagues you.  Tonight at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room.
Free. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, 905-727-9494, ext. 275.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27
The Thursday Night Jam band presents a Kick-Off  Summer

Concert in the Town Park (Wells Street Bandshell); 7 p.m. Get your
groove on to Motown and R&B favourites - bring your lawn chairs,
dancing shoes and the entire family! Special guests: Lily Falk &
Stewart Locke. Collection of  non-perishables for the Aurora Food
Pantry welcomed this evening. 

* * * * 
Meet National Bestselling author Derek Foster, Canada's youngest

retiree! Derek's investing approach allowed him to become a million-
aire in his 30's-but is simple enough for any 6-year old to understand.
Take this rare opportunity to learn these strategies and ask any ques-
tions. Also learn some little-known tips for securing your retirement
from his newest book, The Worried Boomer. 7.00 p.m. at the Aurora
Public Library. Free. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, 905-
727-9494, ext. 275.

SUNDAY, JULY1
The Town of  Aurora will host Canada Day Celebrations. Start off

Canada Day with the Canada Day parade beginning at 10 a.m. on Yonge
Street, travelling from Orchards Heights to Murray Drive. Then join in
the rest of  the festivities at Lambert Willson Park from 11 a.m. until
sundown with a fantastic fireworks display.  Activities run from 11 a.m.
until 4 p.m. including mini golf, crafts, inflatables, a petting zoo and so
much more.  Entertainment runs from 11am until 10pm.

* * * *
Aurora Cornerstone Church (390 Industrial Parkway South) will

host Beautiful Africa: A New Generation featuring a concert by the
Watoto Children's Choir. Watoto, a holistic care program, initiated to
serve the dire needs of  Africa and her people, is thrilled to present a
brand new tour entitled Beautiful Africa: A New Generation, an
evening of  vibrant, original African music, dance routines and life-
transforming stories. The tour is a testimony of  the new generation of
leaders emerging out of  Watoto. Established in 1994, The Watoto
Children's Choir has travelled internationally as ambassadors for the
millions of  children in Africa, orphaned as a result of  HIV/AIDS, war
and poverty. Each of  the children in the choir has suffered the loss of
one or both parents. They live in Watoto Children's Villages where they
receive the care and nurture they need to grow up as productive citi-
zens of  their country. This morning's concert is free and open to the
public. 

MONDAY, JULY 9
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents Summer

Workshops for children, youth and adults starting today! Young Artist
Studio Week-long Workshop for ages 4 - 6; Mixed Media Mash-Up Week-
long Workshop for ages 7 - 12. Special introductory pricing - register
today! Child & Teen workshops in Cartooning & Anime; Adult work-
shops in Perspective Drawing, Watercolours and Collage throughout
the summer. For all details and registration information check drop by
the Centre, or call 905-713-1818 or go to www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.
Fully accessible at north entrance.
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Deadline: Sunday at 1 p.m., week of  publication 905-727-3300  Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

CAREERITEMS FOR SALE

FOR RENTHELP WANTED

O N E  O F  N O R T H  AMERICA’S largest
financial services companies is rapidly expanding in
this area. If  you desire a dynamic career with excel-
lent income potential, call Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

Our        Town

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

WEEKLY SHOW
with Alison

Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

The next show will air June 7. 

If you have an idea for a show, 

questions, comments, would like to be

a guest on OUR TOWN 

or host the show at your place of 

business please call, 

Cynthia 905-751-6013. 

To contact Alison email her  

at alison@theauroran.com

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 12 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

2 BEDROOM BASEMENT
APARTMENT, parking,
laundry, full kitchen, min-
utes to Yonge & Murray, GO
Transit, no smoking/pets,
$1,000/mo incl. Call 647-200-
6962.

STUDENT GARDENER want-
ed, to assist two old folks
with the heavy part. North
end of  Aurora, any time,
in good weather.
Remuneration at an
hourly rate. 905-727-2244.

OUR TOWN

 

The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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COMING EVENTS

Pacific Yamaha Electric Guitar, Marshall Amp, all
new $225.00. Graco baby carriage dual wheels $65.00.
4 brown bar stools $65.00. Magic Chef  Refrigerator
(with freezer) $85.00. 

Black upright Willis piano (1909) $300.00. Solid
Maple Harvest table, 6 chairs.  $650.00. Wicker
Rocking Chair, upholstered $75.00. Hartzell 7.5 foot
wooden airplane propeller, brass tips $1800.00. Call
905 841 3450.

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969
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14785 Yonge Street just north of Edward Street,

Telephone: (905) 841-9500

www.edwardstreet.ca

THANK YOU
TO EVERYONE

WHO MADE
THE EPIC BBQ
A FANTASTIC

SUCCESS

McIntosh Family
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