
By Brock Weir

The chicanes' days in northeast
Aurora might be numbered.

Council could consider the removal
of this traffic calming measure, one of
many designed to limit the flow and the
speed of traffic in one of the Town's
older neighbourhoods, after residents
of the community and non-residents
alike, singled them out as the most
problematic of the group.

This was the result of a survey of
area residents both inside and outside
the quadrant of the success - or lack
thereof - of traffic calming measures,
including chicanes, one way streets,
speed humps, bumps, and cushions,
curb extensions, and time of day
restrictions that have been in place for
several years. They were installed to
curb the numbers and speeds of vehi-
cles 

Of the seven measures on the sur-
vey 45 survey respondents who lived

in the quadrant said they would like to
see them removed, compared to just
under 40 said they wouldn't like any of
them removed from the neighbour-
hood. Of Aurorans outside the quad-
rant, about 48 people want the chi-
canes removed, versus just three who
would like all measures to stay.

Overall, about 68 respondents in
the quadrant said they were pleased
with the measures versus 70 from out-
side who were not.

The results of the survey were pre-
sented to the public in an information
session held at Town Hall on Tuesday.
While there was a steady stream of
residents coming in and out of the
Holland Room that evening, the 68
respondents who said they were
pleased with the measures were not
well represented. Indeed, even of the
people who voiced their support of the
measures at the public session, this
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After hearing the Royal Canadian Mint was going to stop production on Canada’s penny,
Grade 4 Devins Drive Public School students Clarissa Duthie, Isabelle Vater, Taylor Holmes
and Sarah Foster (pictured above with principal Veronica St. Pierre) took advantage of the
news, collecting pennies from their school community to raise money for grandmothers and
children in Africa. Please see Page 3.            Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Chicanes’ days 
could be numbered

Affordable housing 
in “crisis” stage

By Brock Weir

Aurora has often been charac-
terised as an affluent community
where affordable housing is not an
uppermost need, let alone a 
priority.

But this is a perception that
needs to change, and an issue
which needs to be addressed,
according to Aurora Council.

The comments were made by
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and
Councillors at last week's general
committee meeting where
Councillors considered a report on
changes to policies on "second
suites" such as basement apart-
ments (please see page 31) and in
particular an idea floated by
Councillor Wendy Gaertner
whether eliminating fees for the

registration and inspection of sec-
ond suites would generate more
approved suites.

"The reason this is before us
now is we were trying to address
affordable housing and this is an
update on that attempt," said
Councillor Wendy Gaertner. "When
it comes to our 2C area (the unde-
veloped area of Town generally
bordered by Wellington Street in
the south, the Newmarket town line
in the north, and Bayview and the
404 on either side) that is an
opportunity for us to make sure we
do have some affordable housing
down there and, in fact, the
Region's plan and our own official
plan says we have to have afford-
able housing there.

"It wouldn't be the first official
Continued on page 12
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COMING EVENTS

TUESDAY, MAY 22
Local artists will gather at Bonsai Hill tonight for an

evening of poetry and music. It is the one year anniversary of
the meeting of local talent at the tea shop located on Yonge
Street just north of Wellington and this evening's talents
include musicians Aaron Morris of "The Manatee Band", the
band Me & The Infinite Lovely, Mark Manner, Justin Tamane,
and Ryan Webb, percussionist Jamie Persaud, and poets
Luleta Brown, Deborah L.V. Campo, Stephanie Davidson,
Sterling Dillinger, Billy Ferguson, Susana Lucia, Linda
Squires, Dierdre Tomlinson, and Malcolm Watts. There will be
an open mic for guest poets. The evening gets underway at 7
p.m. and performances start at 7.15. For more information,
call 905-751-0737.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
The Aurora Garden Club invites you to hear Jack Kent

from The Potting Shed speak on "More Grasses Than You
Think". Start time is 8.00 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion,
105 Industrial Parkway North. Its Youth Group will meet at
6.30 p.m. to create a Miniature Garden. For those of you that
saw the Club at the Aurora Home Show, you can use your
Get In Free pass for this meeting or visit
www.gardenaurora.com for future events or contact 905-713-
6660 for further info.

* * * *
The Rotary Club of Aurora hosts a Golf Tournament this

morning at the Westview Golf Club. 11 a.m. tee off time. $125
includes lunch, dinner, golf, and cart. $100 hole sponsorship
opportunities available. For more information or to register,
please contact the Rotary Club of Ontario at 905-841-1352 or
email info@rotaryaurora.ca.

THURSDAY, MAY 24
The Newmarket French Conversation Meetup Group

meets every Thursday, beginning tonight at 7 p.m. at
Starbucks - 17130 Leslie Street in Newmarket. This group is
for anyone who wants to practice French in a fun non-struc-
tured environment. Whether French is your first language,
you speak fluently, or you have the basics - this group is for
you. This is a fun way for all levels of French speakers to re-
vamp/learn/practice their French while meeting great people.

MAY 25 - 26
Theatre Aurora's Young Company presents "A Comedy

Showcase".  A Comedy Showcase is a variety show made up

of a number of short comedy skits written by Judy Wicklund
and Susan Stepp.  The seven members of the Young
Company play multiple roles.  The production is directed by
Andrea Emmerton.  Curtain time is 8 p.m.  Tickets are $19 for
adults and $5 for students and children.  They are available
by contacting the box office at 905-727-3669, by email at
taboxoffice@bellnet.ca or in person at the Theatre.  Theatre
Aurora is located at 150 Henderson Drive, Aurora.
www.theatreaurora.com.

FRIDAY, MAY 25
The Wunderbroads host a Progressive Euchre Night to

End Women's Cancers this evening at 7.30 p.m. (game play
starts at 8 p.m.) at The Shed -- 600 Stonehaven Ave.,
Newmarket (just off Bayview Ave., 1 km north of St. John's
Sideroad). Please join us for a fun night of progressive euchre
and games.$25 per person. Ticket price includes euchre play
and light meal. Lots of prizes to be won. 50/50, raffle and
other fun games. Cash bar available. To purchase tickets
email: thewunderbroads@hotmail.com or call 905-717-4049.
All money raised supports the fundraising efforts of the
Wunderbroads walking team participating in the Weekend to
End Women's Cancer, benefiting the Princess Margaret
Hospital. www.endcancer.ca

* * * *
Aurora's Trinity Anglican Church hosts a concert featuring

soprano Irene Ilic and pianist Barry Peters tonight at 7.30
p.m. at the Church, 79 Victoria Street. Tickets are $20 with a
reception to follow. For more information, call 905-830-6932.

SATURDAY, MAY 26
The Aurora Cultural Centre is pleased to present an ele-

gant Afternoon Tea and Tea talk this afternoon from 1 p.m. to
4 p.m.  at Brevik Hall, 22 Church Street. The event includes a
heritage lecture on the history of tea hosted by Ingrid Folkers,
certified tea sommelier, speaker, and chef, plus a guided tour
of the Centre featuring the exhibit Partners: In Collaboration,
door prizes courtesy of Aurora businesses and more. Tickets
to the event are now on sale for $40 and can be purchased
by calling the Aurora Cultural Centre at 905-713-1818.
Proceeds will help support educational projects, cultural pro-
grams, free public exhibitions and events year-round at the
Aurora Cultural Centre.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden Club will be hosting its annual Plant

Sale at the Aurora Public Library on Yonge Street from 9 a.m.
to 12 noon. This not-to-be-missed event will feature hardy
perennials from members' gardens as well as a variety of
unusual nursery plants. Cash or cheque and come early for
the best selection. Visit www.gardenaurora.com or call 905-
713-6660 for further information.

* * * *
The York Region Walk for Muscular Dystrophy takes

place today at Richmond Green Park in Richmond Hill.
Participant registration begins at 10 a.m. and the walk, wheel
and roll begins at 11 a.m. Leading the York Region event will
be this year's Walk Ambassador, Christina Massad, who
knows first hand how important this community event is to
families affected by muscular dystrophy. "We are forming a
bond that is unbreakable. We're all working towards a com-
mon goal and this goal is raising funds," says Christina, who
was diagnosed with limb girdle muscular dystrophy at the age
of 13. To take part in the York Region Walk for Muscular
Dystrophy or for more information, please visit
www.muscle.ca/walk.

* * * *
Huge Garage Sale & Plant Sale: Christ Evangelical

Lutheran Church, 7 Lacey Court, Aurora, from 8 a.m. to 12
p.m. Come out and check out all the great deals! There is
something for everyone! Plants, baked goods, and raffle tick-
ets will also be sold. Please no early birds! Bring your own
bag for all the items you will want! For more information,
please call Brenda Ernst at 905-895-6392.

* * * *
SATURDAY, MAY 26

The York Symphony Orchestra will hold its final Aurora
concert in its 50th season this evening at Trinity Anglican
Church with an evening celebrating "the mighty horn." These
concerts mark the end of an era as they will be the last con-
ducted by Maestro Gregory Burton as YSO Music Director.
Canadian French horn virtuoso Olivia Brayley Quackenbush
will join the orchestra for the challenging Horn Concerto of the
contemporary American composer, and horn player himself,
David Amram.
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APRIL 11 - MAY 30
A Bereavement Support Group for adults experiencing

the death of a loved one is again being offered at the Aurora
United Church for an eight week session, from 7 to 9 p.m.
beginning Wednesday, April 11 and ending May 30. There is
no fee for this program. It is non-denominational and is open
to all in the community. For info call Paula at 905-727-2584 or
email bereavement@live.ca.

MAY 5 - JUNE 5
Eating Disorders of York Region (EDOYR) present the

support group Life Without an Eating Disorder at its central
office at 15213 Yonge Street, Suite 15, Aurora every Tuesday
until June 5. The group is based on the Cognitive Behavioural
Therapy techniques, specifically developed for eating disor-
ders (CBT-E). During this group participants will learn about
various factors that contributed to the development of disor-
dered eating and later serve as maintaining mechanisms.
EDOYR will construct a model of your eating disorder, iden-
tifying and targeting the processes that are maintaining the
disordered eating. We will discuss how perfectionism, self-
esteem and interpersonal problems connected with your eat-
ing habits. You will learn how to challenge and change
unhelpful thoughts and behaviours. Fee: $60. Group meets
from 5 - 6 p.m.

MAY 15 - JUNE 5
Eating Disorders of York Region (EDOYR) will host a

support group with Stephanie Griver each Tuesday begin-
ning today until June 5. Support for family and friends is vital
in the recovery of a loved one. A family member or a friend
needs to be a strong, safe and consistent source of support
and needs to take care of themselves in order to do so. It is
good to know that you are not alone when you experience
stress, frustration or anger: an eating disorder affects the
whole family. Fee:  $40.
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The rest of the program will showcase the horns of the
orchestra in Tschaikovsky's Symphony #2, "The Little
Russian" and Prokoviev's beloved Peter and the Wolf, which
will be narrated by YSO veteran Mark Maitman.  Rounding
out the program will be Tschaikovsky's popular waltz from his
opera, Eugene Onegin. The concert begins at 8 p.m. and tick-
ets can be obtained by calling 416-410-0860.

SUNDAY, MAY 27
The 2012 Upper Canada Mall Easter Seals 10k Run and

5k Run & Walk will take place today in a new location - the
Newmarket Riverwalk Commons in Downtown Newmarket
and is expected to draw nearly 1,000 participants. The new
venue located on Doug Duncan Drive offers a beautiful, flat
and scenic run course through Fairy Lake Park and the Tom
Taylor Trail System. For more information visit
www.eastersealsrun.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Association's Evergreen Choir,

under the direction of Dr. Richard Heinzle, warmly invite you
to attend their annual Spring Concert, Sing, Smile, Be Happy,
to take place at the Aurora Seniors' Centre, 90 John West
Way, Aurora, at 2.30 p.m. Tickets are available at the Centre
Reception Desk. $10 for adults, children are welcome and
receive free admission. Refreshments will be served during
the break.

* * * *
Grade 11 Students at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary

School will hold an electronic waste collection drive today. 
For more information, email GayleAnn Ball at
gayleanne.ball@yrdsb.edu.on.ca.

MAY 28 - JUNE 2
Carcone's Auto Recycling & Wheel Refinishing will be

collecting tires at their 1030 Bloomington Road location from
May 28 - June 2. Drop off as many tires as you want for free
and all monies made from recycling your tires will be donat-
ed to Sunshine Foundation dreams for kids. The Town that
collects the most tires will be awarded $15,000 worth of tire
derived products for their town parks, courtesy of Ontario Tire
Stewardship. Visit www.carcone.com for more information.

TUESDAY, MAY 29
The "Friends of Scanlon Creek" Committee, a new volun-

teer committee established as an off-shoot of the Lake
Simcoe Region Conservation Authority will host an informa-
tion night this evening at 7 p.m. at the Bradford Public Library
(425 Holland Street West, Bradford.) Our work has just
begun! A  new volunteer "Friends of Scanlon" Committee is
being established to guide the continued development and
execution of incredible collaborative work in community envi-
ronmental education and stewardship projects at Scanlon.
Please join tonight  to learn more about the "Friends" and
how you can become involved as we work together to ensure
a vibrant Scanlon Creek Conservation Area for our children
and grandchildren to enjoy. If you would like more information,
please contact Brenda Winter, Community Outreach and
Project Coordinator at 905-895-1281 ext. 263.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 30
Triple P Parenting Workshop Series  "Positive Parenting

Program: Small changes, big differences" at the Aurora
Public Library. The library, in partnership with community
agencies hosts monthly workshops on a variety of topics that
will help answer your parenting questions. All  meetings, 7.00
p.m. Magna Room.  Wednesday May 30: Whining and
Tantrums (3-8 years). Pre-register at the Adult Information

Desk, 905-727-9494 ext. 275.
THURSDAY, MAY 31

Attention experienced shutterbugs and novice photogra-
phers! Aurora Public Library hosts a Camera Club, the last
Thursday of each month.  Swap tips with other photographers
and videographers; topics will include choosing the right cam-
era, lighting, publishing your photos online.  Free. Tonight at 7
pm in the Lebovic Room. Pre-register at the Adult Information
Desk, 905-727-9494, ext. 275.

FRIDAY, JUNE 1
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents

the Juno Award-winning  Gryphon Trio in a program to include
works by Beethoven and Arensky. Tickets $30 Adult / $25
Students and Seniors. Doors open at 7 p.m.; general admis-
sion seating. Concert at 8 p.m.  Wheelchair accessible at north
entrance. For info or tickets please call 905-713-1818, or email
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
Wesley United Church will be participating in Doors Open

- Whitchurch/Stouffville.  The presentation will focus on the rich
history of the church including former ministers as well as some
past and present veterans who were/are members of Wesley
Church. There will be displays of old photographs, uniforms,
artifacts, military medals, pins, hats/berets, brief write-ups
about the veterans, & etc. There will be tours of the sanctuary
and of the Pioneer Cemetery where the founding families and
some veterans are buried. Veterans who still attend Wesley
Church will be around to talk to & greet visitors. Some families
of the veterans will serve as guides.  Light refreshments will be
served. For more information, email cather-
ine.galbraith@sympatico.ca. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6
June is Seniors Month! Join the Aurora Public Library for

tea and meet author Bernice Copson Bell as she presents A
Man of Vision: Henry William Copson.  She will recount her
experience in researching, and writing this narrative of her
great grandfather's life in King Township with his wife and chil-
dren in the mid 19th century. Discover this piece of local histo-
ry.  This afternoon from 1 - 3 p.m. in the Lebovic Room. Pre-reg-
ister at the Adult Information Desk, 905-727-9494 ext. 275.

* * * *
The Aurora Public Library presents Money Talk$ -- A free,

informal discussion group to share ideas and exchange unbi-
ased financial planning information.   7 - 8. 30 p.m. Magna
Room, Aurora Public Library.   Moderator Roger Strong is not
affiliated with any financial institution. There is nothing to be
bought or sold.   Wednesday June 6: Qualities of a Trusted
Advisor.  Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, 905-727-
9494 ext. 275. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 7
Chess in the Library Aurora Public Library hosts a monthly

drop-in Chess Club.  Experienced Chess player or beginner,
come and enjoy playing the game with like-minded players.
Chess sets provided or bring your own!  Space is limited.  18+
Tonight, 6 - 9 p.m. in the Lebovic Room.

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents the

second annual We'll Meet Again Community Sing-Along, with
songs from the 1930s and 1940s, featuring the Aurora Silver
Stars Singers. Join us as we lift our voices in song from 2 - 3 pm,
with reception afterwards.  Free admission andlight refreshments.
Wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For info please call 
905-713-1818, or visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.
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NEW ARMOURY OPENS SUNDAY

The new Aurora Armoury opens this Sunday with a public celebration at
its new location at 215 Industrial Parkway South. The ceremonies mark-
ing the opening of the John Graves Simcoe Armoury get underway at 1
p.m. with the Queen’s York Rangers marching from the old Aurora
Armoury at 138 Larmont Street. The Change of Regimental Sergeant
Major Parade will conclude at the Industrial Parkway facility and it is
there at 3 p.m. that Lieutenant Governor David Onley will arrive to offi-
cially dedicate the new building.
Once the Queen’s representative in Ontario has officially declared the
new armoury open, the less formal part of the afternoon begins with a
community celebration and barbeque, which will include fun and  games,
and a chance to interact with members of the Regiment, beginning at
approximately 3.40 p.m.

ELECTRONIC WASTE COLLECTION

Grade 11 environmental science students at Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School will hold an Electronic Waste Collection event this
Sunday at Dunning Avenue school from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Organized by
teachers and environmental science students, the students hope the
event will ensure “local electronic waste is collected, processed, and dis-
posed of in an ecologically friendly manner,” according to the York
Region District School Board. “Students hope to collect as much e-
waste as possible in an effort to divert it from local landfills while engag-
ing local community members.”

Briefly

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

Home Owners helping homeowners

TRUCKLOAD SALETRUCKLOAD SALE
High efficiency toilets by

WB2631

Reg. $129.99 Reg. $289.99Reg. $219.99

N7716 - round N7717 - elongated

$ 9999 $ 99189 $ 99249

Toilets come with gasket, waterline,bolts and seat. 

$75 Regional Mail-in Coupon with purchase
While supplies last!

Friday, May 25 8:00 am - 8:00 pm, Saturday, May 26 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday, May 27 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
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34" Table with Glass Top
Now only $30.00     Reg: $59.99

#6437-310       5 only

Please shop early as quantities are limited.

Dewalt 7 1/4" Circular Saw
Now only $90.00   Reg: $139.99

#1265-436       6 only

4" X 4" Cedar Posts   
*Select Product*

1/2 Price   *Limited Quantities*

EXAMPLES

The benefits of soccer
camp for kids might seem
obvious – healthy, physi-
cal activity.  But at the
Royal City Soccer Club,
soccer camp is so much
more.  Boys and girls will
learn life skills at soccer
camp which extend far
beyond the one or two
weeks of their camp ses-
sion.  Kids will learn lead-
ership and team building
skills while gaining self-
confidence that doesn’t
come easily in some envi-
ronments.  You don’t have
to be a great soccer play-
er in fact, you don’t need
any soccer experience at
all to attend our soccer
camp.  Whether your son
or daughter wants to
improve his/her skills or
simply want to try soccer
in a non-competitive, fun
environment, our summer
day camp is the right
choice for you.  While,
yes, soccer is the focus
for most soccer camps…it
is hardly the most impor-
tant thing that is taught.
The most impor tant

things taught at a soccer
camp are personal devel-
opment and life skills all
while having the fun.
After all, if your child is
not having fun doing
it…what is the point.
Recently, the Royal City
Soccer Club hosted a
meet and greet communi-
ty event with Canada’s
Olympic team captain,
Christine Sinclair.
Sinclair was able to share
her upbringing in soccer
and inspire kids to pursue
their dream in soccer and
sport.  Sinclair knows that
the development of soc-
cer and sport in our youth
starts at the grassroots
level.

The Royal City Soccer
Club is excited to host our
20th year of Super
Summer Soccer+ Camp.
Having hosted over
100,000 campers in over
70 locations in Ontario,
Alber ta and British
Columbia, our grassroots
soccer camps are the
most popular in Canada.
Our program is designed

to promote personal
development, team build-
ing and of course, FUN!
Our camp program is
uniquely designed to offer
a soccer focus in the
morning and a leisure
swim with other camp
activities in the after-
noons.  We encourage all
boys and girls between
the ages of 5 and 13 to
register for full day, morn-
ing and afternoon ses-
sions.  Each camper
receives a camp soccer
ball, tshir t, waterbottle
personalized cer tificate,
excellent camp ratios and
much more. We also offer
early drop off and late
pickup times fully super-
vised at no extra charge.
Our camps operate dur-
ing the months of July
and August.  We have
several camps in the York
region including a camp
in Aurora and Newmarket.
Call us for more informa-
tion at 1-800-427-0536 or
register online by visiting
our website at
www.royalsoccer.com.

Benefits of Soccer Camp 
for Kids

Students keep pennies
alive in Aurora

By Brock Weir

Canada's pennies will soon be a thing of
the past, but at Devin's Drive public school -
and to kids in Africa - they're very much
coins of the present. 

Grade Four students Isabelle Vater,
Taylor Holmes, Clarissa Duthie, and Sarah
Foster are still rolling pennies they collected
in a school-wide penny drive to benefit the
Aurora chapter of Grandmothers to
Grandmothers (GranAurora), an offshoot of
the Stephen Lewis Foundation. 

The girls began collecting the coins this
spring, asking their fellow students and par-
ents to raid their cookie jars, piggy banks,
and couch cushions to donate to the
humanitarian organization, which sponsors
African grandmothers raising grandchildren
left orphaned in the aids pandemic. 

Starting out with a goal of raising $500,
when The Auroran asked the girls on Friday
how much had been collected by the mid-
May deadline, they said in near unison:

"$1,233.31!"
According to Devins Drive principal

Veronica St. Pierre, the girls were inspired to
undertake the initiative following a school
"character" assembly in February by Chris
Robertson. Robertson, she said, challenged
the students to make a difference.

"He said that anyone could make a differ-
ence in this world, and that is when we
decided to make a difference," said
Clarissa.

While other students organized a food
drive, and various other initiatives, these
girls came up with the penny drive for
GranAurora to coincide with the elimination
of the penny.

"We had a tremendous response and we
have far exceeded the goal of $500 and
people have been very generous," said Ms.
St. Pierre. 

The students hope to make a formal
cheque presentation of their fundraising to
GranAurora during their June 7 "Arts Cafe",

Advertorial

Continued on page 28

The Grade 4 Devins Drive Students displayed their eye-catching – and very successful – campaign
posters outside the school on Thursday.                                                   Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan
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Letter to the Editor

Brock’s Banter
By BROCK WEIR

The Aurora Farmers' Market convened for the third time in this
2012 Market Season on Saturday and while vendors sold their 
produce, crafts, fresh and ready-made meals, and enjoyed the warm
weather and the bright sunshine, it is a shame that some people did-
n't stop and take a look at their surroundings.

The Market sets up shop outside Aurora's venerable Wells Street
School. Just across the park is Canada's oldest continuously operat-
ing armoury (a distinction which will be, incidentally, consigned to the
history books this Sunday). Around the corner is the Aurora Cultural
Centre in the equally venerable Church Street School.

The old adage goes that those who don't learn from history are
doomed to repeat it, so given Aurora's storied history with Codes of
Conduct, I'm sure that's why so many people were stumped when
the Aurora Farmers' Market executive put their new Code of Conduct
in the first time. 

Under the new Code of Conduct, vendors must, among other
things, "demonstrate loyalty to the interests of the diverse communi-
ty they serve" including the public and the board, accountability
supersedes "any conflicting loyalty such as that to advocacy or inter-
est groups and membership on other boards, organizations or
staffs", and "endorse the Executive Committee's decisions."

While the Executive evidently views this as an internal matter for
the Farmers' Market Association, is that really the case? After all, this
is a market which was founded with the support of the Town, results
in a blocking off of one Aurora street for several hours every 
seasonal Saturday, and Councillor Sandra Humfryes acts as liaison
between itself and Council. Surely there is public interest.

Consequences is one area where the previous Aurora Council
had the Aurora Farmers' Market beat - they actually had a plan (sort
of) to enforce the Code of Conduct with an Integrity Commissioner.
You may have had your you-know-what handed to you with Council
voting simply to place a reprimand on its website...but it was some-
thing. 

The Farmers' Market code, however, seems to have been hand-
ed out without members of the Executive being on the same page
and any without clear or precise repercussions on what would hap-
pen if vendors didn't sign on.

"As far as Anna is concerned, not signing it is grounds to turf you
out of the market," Market Chair Jan Freedman told The Auroran last
week of her predecessor Anna Kroeplin. "That hasn't been voted on
at the executive level, so I don't know."

If this was such a pressing issue for the Aurora Farmers' Market,
and perhaps even a natural progression in its growth, one would
think the Executive would have taken the time to decide beyond a
shadow of a doubt whether failure to sign would actually be grounds
to be ejected out onto Larmont Street. 

Indeed, Ms. Kroeplin's letter on Page 6 indicates that this entire
Code of Conduct was trotted out as the result of hurt personal 
feelings directed at just one vendor. Aside from the obvious issues of
freedom of speech and freedom of expression this Code of Conduct
obviously raises,  is it really worth upsetting the whole apple cart 
simply because of the alleged words of one "seasoned" 
(Ms. Freedman's words) vendor?

The Farmers' Market has consistently established itself as a local
weekend destination, so clearly the vendors - seasoned or otherwise
- must be doing something right. Is it worth "turfing" them out of they
express any views to anyone which may be contrary to the
Executive? 

If enough vendors opt not to sign and are actually turfed off Wells
Street, the soon-to-be-vacant armoury may not be vacant for long. 

EVERY CLOUD HAS A SILVER LINING

I would like to thank everyone for the kind messages received in
person or sent through email over the past couple of weeks in
response to my May 8 column on my grandmother, Ruth Parr. One
email in particular, however, showed that every cloud does indeed
have a silver lining - and also showed what a small world we really
do live in.

The Sunday after "How are you doing Ruth?" ran, I received an
email from a woman named Pat Plewman. It turns out that she was
related to my family once-upon -a-time. Through further exchange of
emails, she shared some wonderful stories I had never heard before
about my great grandparents (Ruth's in-laws) as well as some pho-
tos (and my grandmother's lost recipe for carrot cake which is still,
apparently, all the rage on that side of the family).

The great-grandparents in question were Russell L. Parr and
Ruby Smith, a doctor and a nurse respectively, who met overseas
while serving in the First World War. 

Their story about wartime romance, and an unfortunately early
death on Russell's part, has always been a branch of the family tree
that has intrigued me. To add to the mystery, stories about Russell
are few and far between and, in fact, I had only seen two 
photographs of him. Pat's stories and photos inspired me to dig a 
little bit further into the family tree. I think I'm looking forward to what
I might find.

(One of these weeks, if I pluck up my courage, I will give you a
prime example of when barking up your family tree goes terribly, 
horribly awry!) 

Thanks Pat!

Upsetting the 
Apple Carts

To submit a letter to the editor please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com – deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m. 
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71 years ago this week, Salada Tea ran a pretty good deal for their regular customers in Aurora and
Newmarket. (and a special bonus for coffee drinkers who might have been sitting on the fence!)
Needless to say, since this ad hit Aurora doorsteps in May 1941, you might be a little late to see your
grocer, but you can sample more exotic teas this weekend at the Aurora Cultural Centre. The Art of Tea,
a fundraiser for the Centre, will be held on Saturday, May 26 at 1 p.m. at the Church Street building.
Featuring a talk on the history of tea, tea sommelier Ingrid Folkers, will bring a selection of several 
exotic teas for adventurous ticket holders.

“All In” for lacrosse and abuse awareness
To the editor:

There is that critical
point when you look
around the table, checking
for that tell or indication
whether that person is
bluffing or really has a
winning hand, and you
decide to say, "All In" as
you push every last chip
into the centre of the
table. 

Poker is a great game
but fortunately I have real-
ized that it's not my game!
But the fundamental
premise of "All In" perme-
ates every aspect of our
lives. 

Every day we make
decisions which impact
our lives. Some seem
rather trivial while others
are more profound than
we care to realize. And
then there is that exact
moment when every part
of your essence, spiritual-
ly and intellectually,
guides you towards that
next move! 

That is what I call your
"All In" moment!

I live and breathe
lacrosse! Sport has
always been my way of
providing stability during
times of personal turbu-
lence and utter chaos.

Playing lacrosse has
always challenged me to
examine my weaknesses,
find ways to overcome my
faults to become a better
player on the floor but,
more importantly, it made
me a more complete indi-
vidual. It taught me that
being part of a team had
its advantages but it also
came with many responsi-
bilities.

It wasn't until I was
much older that I could
fully appreciate how much
the game had truly
enriched my life. My
insights became more
profound after research-
ing the origins of the
game and I learned how
the people of the First
Nations celebrated the
Creator's game. 

They viewed the game
as medicine to heal the
individual, strengthen
mind and body which uni-
fied the band as a whole.
And it provided a form of
conflict resolution.

Simply put, this is rea-
son why I step on the floor
with friends to play a
game for hours on end. It
is through the celebration
of our collective effor ts
that we can help those
most in need and ulti-

mately ourselves. 
This is truly one of my

"All In" moments! 
With the assistance of

the lacrosse community,
we coordinate an annual
charity marathon lacrosse
game to support the
Canadian Centre for
Abuse Awareness and
Spirit of the Stick organi-
zations. 

I am able to enjoy play-
ing this sport for so many
years because it was
bound by rules and regu-
lations. Unfor tunately,
there are many who have
been marginalized
because of neglect, abuse
or violence. These organi-
zations are dedicated to
providing support while
attempting to rebuild self-

esteem and self-worth.
And this is the reason

for my letter! I am request-
ing your support for our
annual quest called

DOVE - Determined to
Oppose Violence
Everywhere. You can join
us on the floor, drop a
donation or buy a raffle
ticket. The choice is yours.
You can say "Pass" or "All
In" and support our cam-
paign!

For more information
about DOVE and the
organizations we support,
please drop by
www.laxdove.ca

James Zacher,
President
Aurora Masters
Lacrosse

To the editor:

The Traffic Calming

Report is out.  The chicanes

are unpopular and ineffi-

cient. Residents in the dis-

trict like the net result.

Residents outside the district

do not.

There is a long, convolut-

ed story - mostly boring -

about how we got from there

to here.  What matters is the

take-home learning.  The

residents and staff worked

with the experts.  Most of it

worked. The chicanes didn't.

Infallibility lives somewhere

else.

We have a generally suc-

cessful calming operation

with a major irritation. Our

elected representatives will

decide if removing the irrita-

tion is worth the additional

cost. I hope that "Yes!" is the

answer. 

Gordon Barnes

Aurora

All quiet on the 
northeastern front
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Inside Aurora
Ups and Downs

By FRANK KLEES 
MPP Newmarket-Aurora 

By SCOTT JOHNSTON

Frankly Speaking

"Sadly, I believe we are witnessing the darkest days
for healthcare in Ontario. 

Thousands of patients in Newmarket and Aurora
need your help now."

This quote is from a letter received in my office on May
8, 2012 from Dr. Asif Salyani. I read many emails and letters
every day, but this one was particularly disturbing. Here's
why:

The letter was written by a highly respected medical pro-
fessional in our community. Dr. Salyani is a retinal specialist
who treats patients who are at high risk of blindness from
diseases such as macular degeneration and diabetes. He
described how the diagnostic and treatment advances in
ophthalmology have made early diagnosis and manage-
ment of sight and life threatening conditions possible. But
according to Dr. Salyani, those treatments are now at risk,
and among those who will be most seriously impacted are
seniors.

The McGuinty Government's budget 
plans for your Doctor and you

So what's the issue, and how did we end up here? In an
attempt to make up for years of reckless spending, the
McGuinty government is now desperate to find a way to
work its way out of a fiscal mess. The $48 billion health
budget is in its sights, and the $11 billion it pays to doctors
as part of that, is in the crosshairs.

There are more than 25,000 doctors in Ontario. About 95
per cent of doctors bill OHIP for each service performed on
what is known as a fee-for-service billing system. This rep-
resents about $8 billion out of the $11 billion paid to doc-
tors. $1.9 billion is paid to doctors through what is known as
"primary care group payments" which now includes more

than two-thirds of family doctors who  practice in one of 14
different primary care models and an additional $1 billion is
paid through "alternative payment programs". 

These consist of about 250 agreements with 6,500
physicians who receive payments through a number of
arrangements depending on their specialty of practice.

The "schedule of benefits" for fee for service payments,
contains more than 8,000 different fee codes that range
from office visits to trauma care. Any changes to this fee
schedule have always been negotiated between the
province and the Ontario Medical Association. This time
however, Health Minister Deb Mathews short-circuited the
negotiations and unilaterally announced cuts of $338 mil-
lion to the fee schedule. In the wake of that arbitrary move
by the government, doctors are just coming to grips with
what the impact will be on their patients and on their prac-
tices. 

Unintended consequences 
or arrogant mismanagement? 

According to Dr. Salyani, those arbitrary reductions in
fees to ophthalmology alone, will mean that he won't be
able to cover even the most basic costs of the equipment
that now allows for early diagnosis of patients. He points out
that the fee for the Optical Coherence Tomography test is
being reduced by 60 per cent. Apart from the substantial
investment in the equipment itself, Dr. Salyani points out,
"As one of the few providers of such care in the region, I am
gravely concerned about the inevitable; that patient access
to care will suffer, wait lists will increase and many patients
will permanently lose their sight as a result."

We all know that our province is in dire financial straits
and that we have to rein in spending. We also know that

health care is the largest and fastest growing area of the
provincial budget...all the more reason to ensure that our
investments in healthcare are both prudent and strategic. At
the very least, the minister should be engaging the medical
profession in discussions about how efficiencies can be
achieved without compromising patient care.

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 
WITH DOCTORS

I don't pretend to have the answers to this complex
issue, but I have always found that the most direct way to a
solution is to listen to the people who will be most directly
affected by the outcome and who have the experience and
expertise to find a solution. That's why I will be hosting a
Public Information Meeting for the purpose of hearing from
medical practitioners in our community about how the
McGuinty government's plans will affect them and their
patients. 

I will be inviting doctors from the various specialty
groups, including family practices to share their specific
concerns and also to present their views on how this issue
can be resolved. The public will also have an opportunity to
ask questions about how they will be affected.

The Public Information Meeting will take place on May
31 at 7 p.m. at the Roxborough Retirement Residence, 1
Roxborough Rd., in Newmarket. As seating will be limited, I
ask that anyone planning to attend confirm attendance with
my office in advance.

As always, I look forward to your comments and advice
on this or any other issue of concern to you. I can be
reached through my website at www.frankklees.com or by
calling my office at 905-750-0019.

"My friends, I'm afraid we have a problem."
A hush fell over the men and women seated around

the table at the Board of Directors meeting of Canada's
Wonderland.

"It appears we have a serious local competitor in the
roller coaster business.  One that may take our place as
the premier location to go to experience these thrill rides."

"How can that be?" asked a man down the table.  "We
have sixteen coasters, plus numerous other rides in the
park."

"And we just debuted 'Leviathan,'" said the man next to
him, referring to the new 93 metre tall ride - one of the
biggest in the world - that had just opened that month at
a cost of $28 million.  "I can't imagine anyone around here
topping that."

"I know it's hard to believe, but the evidence is over-
whelming," said the Chair, moving over to an easel
draped with fabric that was standing near the head of the
table.  

"My friends," he said, pulling away the covering with a
flourish, "I give you…  'Wellington.'"

Everyone craned forward to see what had been
revealed.

"What, the 'Wellington' coaster?  Is that in Cedar
Point?" asked a lady to the Chair's left.

"Ooo, I hate those guys," muttered a man in the corner,
voicing his opinion of the rival amusement park.

"Wait a minute," said another lady, peering more close-
ly at the easel.  "Is that a map of Aurora?"  

Looking at the highlighted area, she continued with
dawning realization, "you mean Wellington Street West?"

"Exactly," confirmed the Chair.
Everyone at the meeting started talking at once.
"But that's just a street."
"What?"
"Are you joking?"
"Yes, I know it sounds ridiculous," noted the Chair, "but

this is not just any usual street.  Have any of you driven
recently on the stretch between Yonge and Haida? I did so
the other day, and even going the speed limit, you'll get
lifted up off your seat at least three times."

"Hmm, 'Leviathan' only does that twice," murmured a
voice from down the table.

"And dodging all those pot holes," continued the Chair,
"and raised manhole covers, and traffic cones, and other
obstacles…well, I assure you it gives any of our beloved

coasters a run for the money."
"And not only is it right here in York Region just a

stone's throw from Wonderland, but worst of all," he con-
cluded with a shudder, "it's free."

This pronouncement was met with a few muffled
gasps.

"But what can we do?" asked one lady of the Chair.
"We can't afford to reduce our admission prices."

"Perhaps we can we ask Aurora to start charging to
drive on that stretch of road?" a voice suggested.

"No," said the Chair.  "As cash-strapped as that town
is, it's unlikely that even their Council would go to those
lengths."

"Our only hope is that the Region steps in to repair
Wellington Street soon, or else we may be left with only
one option."

"What's that?"
With a grave expression the Chair looked at each of his

colleagues in turn and concluded, "We may be forced to
build an even bigger coaster next year to compete with it." 

Feel free to e-mail Scott at 
machellscorners@gmail.com

The Government, 
Your Doctor & You
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

ROUND THE BEND FARM
OPEN NOW

FLOWERS
�erennials  annuals  hanging basket�

VEGETABLES
asparagus  �ma�es  cucumber�

�ow availabl�
And baby animals for all to see and enjoy!

Brian & Sue Feddema
16225 Jane Street  Kettleby

(905) 727- 0023

OPEN Monday - Friday 9 am - 6 pm
Saturday 9 am - 5 pm - CLOSED Sunday
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Goals for Goals 
Charity Ball Hockey Shoot Out

Legendary referee 

Ron Hoggarth calls the 

goals as eight players 

compete for a share of  

$10,000 for their favourite 

charity. Watch CTV News 

the week of May 28th.

ctvbarrie.ca/goals-for-goals

Sponsored by

Southlake’s Poster Boy
goes back for more

I have some pretty pictures of my knees.  
They are about 10 times larger than normal.
It's the second knee operation I have been through in the last 

couple of years. 
Both operations took place at Southlake Hospital in Newmarket.
It was, in this case, an arthroscopy, performed by Aurora's Dr.

Patrick Gamble, who can mess with my knees any time he wants
because he seems to know what he is doing.

It wasn't a replacement, which he performed the first time, and
which sends all the machinery at Toronto International Airport into 
a frenzy every time I use that facility.

This was a day job that had me resting at home the same day.
They found what they were looking for: a meniscal tear, which

appeared to be a horrible thing according to the photographs, and
some moderate arthritis.

Dr. Gamble fixed the tear, and then I sat at the hospital for two
hours Monday so the doctor could do a follow-up. All that proved was
an expensive time as the car sat in the parking lot, making the 
hospital a small fortune.

So far my record as the hospital's "poster boy" remains intact.
They estimated six to eight weeks to recover, but I was walking
around without help as soon as I got home.

That, coupled with my performance during the knee replacement
a year or so ago, has nurses scratching their heads.

Which is a good thing because I hate pain...especially when 
I didn't cause it in the first place.

****
Before I go any farther I must apologize for an error I made in my

last column.
I had Bill Bellar as the owner of one of the stores destroyed by fire

that consumed three stores and eight apartments on Yonge Street.
Bill didn't own the coin store. Aub Leslie did.
Firefighter - I guess he's a captain now - Dave Dixon was quick

to point out that fact before the newspaper ink was even dry.
"I suppose Aub is rolling in his grave," Dave said.
It was Aub who showed me the clump of valuable coins that had

melted thanks to the intense heat during the height of the fire.
Like David said, the mind is the first to go. Boy, is he right.
Anyhow, my apologies to the Leslie family.

****
The whole intention of telling you the story of the fire was to

explain that Aurora's only used bookstore would not reopen in the
foreseeable future because we can't find a location in town that we
can afford.

To that end we are selling off the stock this weekend.
Either that or be faced with having no room for a car in the garage.
The sale will be held Saturday and Sunday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

at 119 Allenvale Drive, which is located in Aurora's south end. 

Feel free to email Ron at 
Rwall9999@rogers.com

Former Market Chair responds to Code of Conduct
Re: Farmers’ Market 
governs conduct 
(May 15, 2012) 

To the editor:

Firstly, I would like to apolo-
gize to the taxpayers for taking
up valuable Council time during
the public Council Meeting last
week, where they discussed a
Farmers’ Market internal issue
that should have been brought to
the attention of the AFM
Committee, not the Town.  The
Aurora Farmers’ Market (AFM)
has an active committee that all
Vendors are aware of to
approach with any
Market/Vendor concerns and/or
issues as we are the governing
body of the Market.

Secondly, since the Aurora
Farmers’ Market Vendor’s Code
of Conduct was discussed publi-
cally at that time - and an ensu-

ing article was published about it,
I would like to respond publicly in
kind, to those concerns regard-
ing this document.

The AFM’s Vendor’s Code of
Conduct was presented at the
Aurora Farmers’ Market’s AGM
in February 2012 to the AFM
Committee and Voting Members
(which are 2011 Vendors), along
with other suggested policies
and guidelines. Through discus-
sion and a motion, it was decid-
ed to defer approval so that
members could have time to
review it further over the next few
months.  There was ample time
for any voting member to
approach the AFM Committee to
suggest amendments, and/or
bring concerns forward to the
AFM Committee prior to the start
of the 2012 outdoor season.
None were received.

The intention of the Vendor’s
Code of Conduct was solely to
ensure protection of the Market,
its Committee, the vendors and
the community.  This standard,
internal document basically just
asks the Vendors to respect thy
neighbour.  During my reign as
Chair last year, I observed, (and
was personally subject to) intimi-
dation and bullying by a certain
Vendor constantly, [and] there-
fore deemed it necessary to pro-
duce a transparent document to
protect the Market community. 

If Council or anyone has any
further questions or concerns
about the Aurora Farmers’

Market or its practices, feel free
to contact the AFM Committee
through our website, or visit us
personally every Saturday from
8 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Town Park
& Wells Street.

Anna Kroeplin,
Past Chair/Current
Committee Member
Aurora Farmers’ 
Market & Artisan Fair

Reader 
questions

food 
inspection

cuts
Re: Brown responds to

criticisms (May 15, 2012)

To the editor:

Regarding Lois Brown's
response to criticism of the
omnibus budget bill's inclu-
sion of cuts to the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency, I
wonder how this government
intends to implement " a risk-
based and proactive inspec-
tion system with enhanced
science capacity to support
risk-based decision making,
and improved information
management technology"
when so many scientists and
food inspectors have just had
their jobs cut?  Who will
inspect the food?  Who will
keep up to date on these
risks if not scientists?  Please
advise.

Kathie Caple
Aurora
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Senior Scape
By SYLVIA DICKENS

Let us entertain you...

1030 Bloomington Road
The Auroran apologizes for incorrect address 

previously shown in “Coming Events”.

If you suffer from
headaches or migraines you
need to be aware of exciting
new discoveries that can pre-
vent years of  pain and 
suffering.

You may have told your
doctor you  suffer  with  pres-
sure or pain around your head
or eyes, neck  discomfort,  arm
discomfort,  sleep interruptions,
nausea, vomiting or visual
changes. 

You may  find your pain
affects your  work,  housekeep-
ing,  leisure activities, 

playing with your kids, exer-
cise, sports or other activities.   

Your doctor does some
tests but  the exam is nega-
tive….. the x-rays are negative
….  the blood and urine tests
are negative …. and other tests
are negative. 

You go to the drug store or
to your doctor and get  pills to
help relieve your pain. But you
find the headaches keep com-
ing back.   So you go back,
again and again, and get the
same or different drugs to
make you feel better.  You doc-
tor may eventually say... “I’ve

done all I can do -  use the
drugs to cope with the pain”  

You are likely frustrated by
having to suffer with the come
and go pain but may also be
concerned on your dependen-
cy on the pain pills … and that
they may be giving you side
effects.  In some cases the
drugs create  headaches  -
these are called “:rebound
headaches”.  You may have
heard that there are serious
health risks associated with
chronic use (or overuse ) of
pain pills that include damage
to the  liver, kidneys and gut.   

Although the pain killing
drugs are designed to numb
the pain they do not correct the
underlying root causes of the
pain.  The most common
underlying causes include
nutritional problems,  postural
problems, chemicals, jaw prob-
lems and emotional chal-
lenges.  Interestingly, a com-
mon type of headache called
cervicogenic headache  is
actually due to poor posture
affecting the neck – and this
causes  headaches! It should
be noted that only a small  per-

centage of head pain is actual-
ly caused by underlying dis-
ease.  

Medical doctors largely
focus on medications to give
relief  but sufferers need to be
aware that there are additional
choices available for most
cases of headaches and
migraines that are effective,
modern, natural and safe.
These approaches have
helped many sufferers change
their life forever. 

To help sufferers an upcom-
ing workshop is scheduled to
reveal effective ways to solve
the problem of headaches and
migraines.   This eye opening
information has also helped
countless sufferers to feel bet-
ter, feel happier,  sleep better,
boost energy and improve  pro-
ductivity.    

As a community service the
workshop is free.

The workshop will be held
on  Wed May 30 from 7:30 pm
– 9:00 pm. At the King West
Wellness Centre 141 King Rd.,
Unit 10, Richmond Hill. Seating
is limited. To make reservations
call (888) 837 0407.

Headache and Migraine Workshop To Reveal 
Clinically Proven Solutions for Lasting Relief 

Advertorial

Do you want to be entertained?
If you like to be entertained (and who doesn't?), the Aurora

Seniors' Centre has just the thing, whether you like drama or
music. 

Over the next few weeks, you can enjoy a Murder Mystery
Dinner, nostalgic World War II songs and their spring concert,
"Sing, Smile, Be Happy".

The Silver Stars Drama Club will offer two performances: the
Murder Mystery Dinner and the World War II songs. The Evergreen
Choir will raise their voices in the spring concert.

Murder is in the offing
Let's start with the drama, because I don't want you to miss out.

It's on June 8 at 5.00 p.m. at the Aurora Seniors' Centre. You need
to get your tickets now before they sell out, which usually doesn't
take long. Admission is $10. All ages are welcome.

If you've never heard of or been to a Murder Mystery Dinner,
here's how it goes.

You are fed a delicious meal, and sometime during the event,
someone turns up dead. Don't expect any notification, because it
could start as soon as you come through the door, during the meal,
or near the end of the meal. One thing's for sure. It will happen.

What makes this popular event so much fun is that you and all
the other guests get to help figure out who committed this evil
crime. Generally, the actors are scattered throughout the group.
One could be sitting right at your table and you wouldn't know it,
unless you're paying really close attention.

I love murder mysteries, having been an Agatha Christie fan
since my teens. Being able to attend a real mystery was my dream
come true. They are a lot of fun.

My first and favorite to date was in the Gananoque area. The
theme was the Flapper Era. The cigarette girl who welcomed the
guests was an amazing actress, with her feather head band, red
slit skirt, and garter which held her gun. On entering we were
warned to watch out for certain people, such as her boyfriend who
happens to be a gangster.

It was a surprise to learn that one guest at our table was actu-

ally one of the actors who kept stoking the fire to get us focused on
certain potential murderers.

The theme for the Silver Stars Drama Club's murder mystery is
"Rehab for Revenge" which takes place in a Jeckyll Rehabilitation
Clinic. Your job is to investigate the poisoning of Ted Turnip and ulti-
mately, name his killer.

"We'll Meet Again" sing-a-long
Who can forget the distinctive voice of Vera Lynn singing that

old favorite? The Silver Stars will participate in this nostalgic World
War II event with songs from the 1930s and 1940s. Anyone born
around that era will be familiar with many of those uplifting tunes,
designed to boost morale during that horrific period in history. Step
back in time and participate in this wonderful evening of musical
entertainment.

This is a free event for all ages, to be held on Thursday, June 7
at the Aurora Cultural Centre between 2 p.m. and 3 p.m.
Refreshments will be available.

Sing, Smile, Be Happy
The Evergreen Choir has been practicing weekly in preparation

for their spring concert to be held May 27 at 2.30 p.m. at the Aurora
Seniors' Centre. Tickets are $10 adults, children free. You won't
want to miss it.

This year, the choir has a new director, Dr. Richard Heinzle who
had invited the group to sing at Roy Thomson Hall as part of the
1000 voices for the Big Sing. That was just one of the choir's activ-
ities. In November, they sang at the Cultural Centre with the Silver
Stars as part of the "Salute to Broadway", produced by Judy
Buchanan. 

In December, they sang carols for residents of Park Place
Retirement Home as well as at the tree lighting ceremony at Town
Hall and the Aurora Seniors' Centre.

Already this year, they have performed at the Annual Memorial
Service and at the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts in
January as part of the Choral Extravaganza, a presentation that
involved eight choirs.

And now, they are gearing up for their annual spring concert,
"Sing, Smile, Be Happy". This program will be repeated at three of
Aurora's retirement homes, a practice that they began when the
choir was formed by Enid Maize in 2006.

Dr. Heinzle will direct the choir, while Hadara Jacoby will provide
the piano accompaniment.

The program will feature audience sing-a-longs and several
solos and duets.

Bud Switzer will sing the well-known Rogers & Hammerstein
song, "Some Enchanted Evening."

Jytte Gillies and Bill Reid will sing two duets. "Love Lift Us Up"
by Joe Cocker and "Another World" by Frangoulis and Verdi.

Stella and Bud Switzer will sing "You Raise Me Up" by Graham
and Lovland.

Raise your voice to the old traditional favorites, "She'll Be
Coming Round The Mountain", "Way Down Upon the Swanee
River", and others during the audience participation.

Tickets for all events are available at the Aurora Seniors' Centre.

For more information on the Aurora Seniors' Centre and all it
has to offer, drop by 90 John West Way, visit the web site
www.auroraseniors.ca, email auroraseniors@rogers.com or call
905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday.

Puppy gets answers from rescuer
Re: “Puppy demands answers” 

(May 15, 2012)

Dearest little Toby:

Your dads are not lying. You need to be on
leash. It's not fun to watch others play off leash
and it's even less fun to try to manage all your
puppy energy! But your dads are completely
right. 

You see, I work in animal rescue. A lot. And
every year, year over year, we sadly are called on
to help find puppies who bolted and ran away
because they were scared by something they
were inexperienced with (loud noises, storms,
firecrackers), or worse, physically hurt by some-
thing they are not familiar with, like unsafe foods

outdoors, traffic, and, sometimes, unsafe dogs! 
I'm very glad you're a licensed puppy. That will

always ensure your dad can be found to come
help you, should you get yourself into a pickle!  

So don't be confused - just be glad to be alive
and most of all, be glad you have someone who
cares about you so much, they put your person-
al safety first.

Good luck in life little one. Be a good dog.
Accept your limitations, and learn what you have
to learn to stay safe and enjoy all the love and 
happiness you deserve.

Kind regards, a dog rescuer. 

Michelle Nadon
C4P Animal Rescue
Aurora
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SPRING
into

Action!

ROOF NOW and SAVE!
Be the FIRST in your neighbourhood to ROOF
this year, and receive HUGE SAVINGS! Ontario
Shake N’ Tile is looking for demonstration homes
to SHOWCASE our beautiful lifetime shingles
to the masses! After our harsh winter, your roof
may be in worse condition than you thought!
ROOF NOW and SAVE! Join the THOUSANDS
of extremely satisfied customers and find a
permanent solution to your roofing problems!
QUOTE PROMO CODE: RoofNow

100% Financing Available! No Payments for

6 Months! LOW Monthly Payments! O.A.C.

CALL NOW for

HUGE SAVINGS!

1-888-271-7119
www.RoofOntario.com

Traffic calming 
by the numbers

By Brock Weir

Nearly 250 residents responded to the Town of
Aurora's survey regarding traffic calming meas-
ures in the Town's Northeast Quadrant.

So, what did the survey actually find? Of the
respondents, 140 came from inside the quadrant,
while 100 came from outside that neighbourhood. 

While residents indicated that traffic calming
has actually worsened the chances of car crash-
es and the ability to leave their driveway, the sur-
vey first got into the specifics. 

Asked if they were pleased with traffic calming,
about 65 per cent of residents within the quadrant
said they were pleased, while just five from out-
side its boundaries said they were pleased. 40
quadrant residents said they were not pleased
with them but from residents outside the quadrant,
the number of disgruntled respondents jumps to
70. Those voting "other" were pretty evenly split.

Considering whether residents believed "there
was a traffic calming problem before the project
was implemented, about 105 residents of the
quadrant and 30 outside said yes, while about 25
quad residents voted no. The "nos" were better
represented from outside residents, jumping to
about 65. Asked specifically, however, whether
they supported the traffic calming measures, the
majority of quadrant residents said they did (85)
while 50 voted no. Perhaps not surprisingly, these
numbers are very different for residents outside
the area with just 10 voters saying they supported
traffic calming, while 85 said they did not.

Do you agree that impacts to your commuter
options are reasonable in exchange for improved
traffic management in the NE Quadrant
Community?

Yes - Quad: 86/Non-Quad: 10
No - Quad: 50/Non-Quad: 70

Are you a driver who uses the NE Quadrant
roadway system regularly?

Yes - Quad: 50/Non-Quad: 20
No - Quad: 1/Non-Quad: 15

Which traffic calming features would you like to
see removed from the NE Quadrant?

Chicanes - Quad: 45/Non-Quad: 47
None - Quad: 40/Non-Quad: 3
Diverter - Quad: 15/Non-Quad: 17
One-Way - Quad: 12/Non-Quad: 23

All - Quad: 2/ Non-Quad: 33
Speed Humps - Quad: 7/Non-Quad: 15
Time of Day Restrictions - Quad: 2/Non-

Quad: 4
Speed Cushions - Quad: 3/Non-Quad: 0
Curb Extensions - Quad: 1/Non-Quad: 1

Residents of the quadrant were specifically
asked as well how traffic calming measures had
addressed specific problems including high traffic
speeds, high volume of non-local traffic, crashes
(actual or near miss), danger to pedestrians and
cyclists, and difficulty leaving one's driveway.
Aside from crashes, results could provide statisti-
cians with a challenge in drawing definitive con-
clusions.

High Traffic Speed:
Reduced Significantly - 63
Reduced Moderately - 4
No Change - 40
Condition is Worse - 25

High Volume of Non-Local Traffic:
Reduced Significantly - 70
Reduced Moderately - 30 
No Change - 48
Condition is Worse - 20

Crashes (actual or near miss):
Reduced significantly - 30
Reduced Moderately - 22
No Change - 50
Condition is Worse - 60

Danger to Pedestrians:
Reduced Significantly - 63
Reduced Moderately - 20 
No Change - 40
Condition is Worse - 50

Difficulty Leaving Driveway/Street:
Reduced significantly - 60
Reduced Moderately 10
No change - 50
Condition is Worse - 62

Results also found that residents both inside
and outside the quadrant believed that traffic
calming measures had increased their travel time,
reduced their number of commuter routes,
increased their travel distance, reduced their trav-
el convenience, but has not affected the number
of trips they take through the northeast quadrant
area.

It’s a tight squeeze
for two vehicles as
they attempt to get
through chicanes in
Aurora’s northeast
quadrant last week.
Following a Town sur-
vey of the area, chi-
canes remain the
least popular of the
wide variety of traffic
calming measures
that have been imple-
mented in the area to
combat traffic vol-
umes and speeds of

PRIME TIME CONCRETE & BRICK

416-571-7510Call Rob:
Cell 24 HRS.

BRICK WORK (Tuck Pointing, Parging, Repairs)

CONCRETE (Steps, Walkways, Driveways)

INTERLOCK (Steps, Walkways, Driveways, Retaining Walls, Repair)

FLAGSTONE AND FLAGSTONE REPAIR

WATER PROOFING (Fixing Foundations)
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CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving
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PAVING LTD.
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Police take unsafe 
trucks off roads

By Brock Weir

A sweeping commercial
vehicle course held by York
Regional Police, South Simcoe
Police, and several other bodies
throughout southern Ontario
resulted in 136 trucks being
removed from Ontario road-
ways.

Provincial police depart-
ments converged on Aurora's
Central Services building
between May 14 and May 16
for the commercial motor vehi-
cle inspection. According to
Constable Rebecca Boyd of the
York Regional Police, 50 offi-
cers conducted a two-day
enforcement initiative, where
616 commercial motor vechi-
cles were inspected.

"Of these, 22 per cent were
found to have various mechani-
cal defects and safety viola-
tions," said Constable Boyd.
"Most of the defects were
repaired during the day allowing
the commercial motor vehicles
to be released. Officers laid 438
charges during this practical
enforcement component of the
course, including Provincial
Offence Notices for various
commercial motor vehicle viola-
tions under the Highway Traffic

Act. These charges included
some insecure loads, improper
tires, improper braking systems
and documentation violations."

In the process, one driver
and a passenger were arrested
for drug-related charges. 

The responsibility for ensur-
ing trucks and the loads they
carry are safe before taking to
the road lies with the operator
of the vehicle, cautioned
Constable Boyd. If there is any-
thing that could call safety into
question, the truck, she said
could be "rendered unsafe and
license plates be removed."

"A commercial vehicle
inspector has the option of
holding the vehicle until the
defect is repaired or immedi-
ately removing the license
plates."

Participating police depart-

ments included the Toronto
Police Service, Durham
Regional Police Service,
Guelph Police Service,
Orangeville Police Service,
Barrie Police Service,
Wikwemikong Tribal Police and
the Ontario Provincial Police. 

Drivers and operators of
commercial motor vehicles are
responsible for ensuring that
their vehicles are safe and
loads are secure before being
operated on any road. Any
defect that compromises the
safe operation of a vehicle can
result in it being rendered
unsafe and the license plates
may be removed.  A commer-
cial motor vehicle inspector has
the option of holding a vehicle
until the defect is repaired or
immediately removing the
license plates.

those wanting to
bypass Yonge and
Wellington.

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer

PLAYING CHICKEN IN THE CHICANES
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Financial Security Advisor 
Jeffrey Sleep

Financial freedom is still 
achieveable even in today’s 

economic environment. 

Office: 416-291-0451  ext. 262 
jeff.sleep@freedom55financial.com

A division of London Life Insurance Company

FINAL CLEARANCE FINAL CLEARANCE 

SaleSale
 USED BOOKSR&R

Saturday & Sunday

May 26 & 27 

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

9 am - 2 pm 

BOOKS • BOOKSHELVES • SUNDRIES
usedbooksaurora@gmail.com

119 Allenvale Drive, Aurora 

support was not unconditional.
"I think in a lot of ways it is

positive, but there's a few
maybe negative aspects to it,"
said one resident who asked
not to be named. "It appears
from the findings that people
want to see the chicanes gone.
I understand [the concern] with
the chicanes. They seem to
make you get close to another
car, so that seems to be a dan-
gerous thing in order to get peo-
ple to slow down.

"Where I live, people were
using [the quadrant] to com-
mute [and] they drive at very
fast speeds. Our streets are nar-
row and we have virtually no
sidewalk. I see value in speed
bumps because speed is one of
the biggest factors that cause
unsafe conditions. If people
were just willing to drive slowly
then we wouldn't have a prob-
lem. Where I live, there are
speed bumps and you can see
the gouges where it is clear that
there are still people barrelling
down the road.

"I see that speed is a major
factor. If speed bumps achieve
the result that we want then I
have no problem with the speed
bumps."

Aside from that individual,
the majority of people  The
Auroran spoke to at the meeting
had a laundry list of reasons
why the traffic calming meas-
ures, the chicanes in particular,
should be relics of the past,
relics of a failed experiment, and
they did not hesitate to voice
their concerns.

"We hate it," said Ann
Osmond, who has chicanes in
front of her house. Ms. Osmond
said that she was warned by rel-
atives visiting from England
who had experienced similar
traffic calming measures across
the pond that they should not let
them happen in their front yard.

"They did it in their neigh-
bourhood and they said
teenagers just zip by and they
make a racecourse out of them.
It is an eyesore, now it is exact-
ly what they predicted."

According to Jim Osmond,
two factions are springing up in
the area - residents of
Catherine Street who live with
the one-way streets, and people
on Walton Drive and Mark
Street dealing with the chicanes
which limits parking on streets. 

"[Chicanes] are disgusting,
they are so stupid," added
Susan Larocque. "They cause
so many crashes and acci-
dents."

Ms. Larocque lives on a road
where part of the street is
included in the northeast quad-
rant designation and the rest
remains outside the bound-
aries. 

"We live in that subdivision
too," she said. "Why are they
subjected to it, because they're
historic homes? I'm sorry, but
we're there too. I get a zillion
cars past my house every day,
buses, and everything else.

Why are they privileged?
"I hope [The Town] gets rid

of them. If they want, they can
put speed bumps back or
something, but this in and out
business is a sin. It is an acci-
dent waiting to happen. I feel
bad for those people whose
homes they are in front of
because they devalue their
homes. Who would want to buy
a home with that crap in front of
their house?"

Ms. Larocque was one of
several residents, however, who
did not appear to have a prob-
lem with speed humps and
bumps, if some measures actu-
ally needed to stay.

"I think it is a quagmire," said
resident Richard Howard of the
whole traffic calming situation.

"I would suggest that the
Town ask every citizen in writ-
ing. I would give them a ques-
tionnaire to respond to in writing
and include it with the water bill
and tell them exactly what we
think. This is a bloody disaster.
It's a total disaster.

"Speed bumps I have no
problem with, but this is a mess.
It was rammed down our
throats. Hopefully we can do
something that uses a bit more
intelligence."

While the majority of the
people at the meeting were
clear that the traffic calming
measures should be a thing of
the past, some others ques-
tioned how the Town arrived at
these numbers. Alison Bartlet, a
resident of Walton Drive, said
although she lives on that street,
she was deemed to live outside
the quadrant. She was, in fact,
unaware that the Town was
even surveying residents," she
said.

"I take issue with being
counted as unaffected when I
have to travel through this area
on my street four to eight times
a day because I work here in
Town and my work is in my
home. I am glad the Town is tak-
ing a look at the follow up [but] I
think I am more interested in the
survey methodology in terms of
how are they weighted the
questions, how the survey [was]
delivered, how are the ques-
tions phrased and how does
somebody like myself who lives
close enough so should be par-
ticipating in something like this,
how did I miss the fact this was 
running?"

Looking over the results,
Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora's
Director of Infrastructure, said
the survey results give him and
his department an indication
"where most of the pain is" but
do not spell things out conclu-
sively. He said nearly 250 
people took the survey, which is
very successful as far as sur-
veys in this Town goes.

"We have about 95 people
saying take out the chicanes,"
he said. "Out of all the people
who were surveyed, not even
half said take out the chicanes,
but that is the highest."

As for a plan in how to

address this split, Mr.
Simanovskis said he did not
know at that point, but wanted to
see how the results fared from
residents in attendance. The
information, he added, would
be presented to Council for fur-
ther direction.

"At this point in time, it
seems that the chicanes are the
most annoying aspect of what
whole quadrant and that is
probably the highest area to
start doing something if we're
going to do anything," he said.
"The question becomes though
if it is not even half who suggest-
ed taking them out, what does
the other half of the community
think about chicanes? Are they
actually okay with them?"

The results of the survey,
added Mayor Dawe, were very
similar to the comments he had
received first hand from resi-

dents since his election, with
chicanes being the biggest
cause of concern. When asked
if he had any message that
could bridge the gap between
residents of the quadrant and
residents outside the area, he
said he didn't have a "quick
answer" for that.

"The roads are owned by
the Town," he said. "Everybody
in Town pas taxes and every-
body in Town has a right to drive
on the roads and I think we
need to take input from every-
body. I don't know how you
would [weight the survey
responses  for residents and
non-residents] and make it sta-
tistically valid. You need to find
some other input for that.

"I have a bus that goes up
and down my street and
nobody is on it. Should I be able
to stop that bus?"

Traffic measures delay emergency responses
By Brock Weir

Response times are a major factor in considering traffic calming
measures, according to Deputy Chief Paul Leslie of the Central York
Fire Services. 

Leslie attended last Tuesday's meeting on traffic calming to answer
any questions Aurora residents had on the traffic calming measures
and their effects on fire services. When it comes down to the bottom
line, he said fire departments across the board share similar concerns
when it comes to traffic calming.

"[There are] concerns with traffic calming in that it can have an
adverse affect on response times," said Leslie. "It can affect or
increase the possibility of damage to fire vehicles and slightly increase

the possibility of injury to our fire fighters. 
"Our concern is greater if it is an arterial road. As is the case in the

northeast quadrant in Aurora, the call volume in that area is not high,
so the impact on the average responses is not high, but we still do
have those concerns. Certainly some traffic calming measures have
greater impact than others."

In the range of restrictions, such as one way streets, layout is key,
he said.

"We can always access the road as we need to by either end," said
Leslie of directional restrictions. "Speed bumps or speed humps or
traffic calming pillows have varying effects depending on the structure
of them. Some of them are very cleverly engineered to have very little
impact [on] a fire truck. The ones that are not engineered or not well

built can cause significant disruption to the vehicle. 
"The chicanes or lane restrictions or alternation of lane direction

has probably the biggest impact for us in this particular area. It is diffi-
cult for our trucks to navigate the roads if there is any other traffic on the
road at all."

While he said the degree of delay these traffic calming measures
are having in Aurora's northeast quadrant are "hard to measure" he
said there are certainly delays in responses any time they are called to
the area. Each bump, he added, slows responses down and there
have been situations as a result of the chicanes where response vehi-
cles have had to stop and wait while other vehicles had to figure out
how to get out of the way.

"That has certainly had an impact on the response, but it is difficult
to quantify," he said.

Leslie said that although these measures were implemented
before his time with CYFS, he was aware there was consultation with
his department over the design, but "perhaps" their concerns "weren't
as clearly spelt out." 

Their position, he added, has since been clarified for the Town staff
dealing with the issue and have included an expression of their con-
cerns.

"Fire services recognise that our goals, our needs and our interests
are not the only ones at play here," said Leslie. "I am sympathetic to
the Town of Aurora staff and elected officials having to balance the
desires of a disparate group of residents as well as service providers
like Central York. We're just hopeful they're giving due consideration to
those various competing interests and don't overly negatively affect our
responses." 

From page 1

Streets in question are owned by the taxpayer: Dawe
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!

By WENDY SOLODUIK

Healthy Habits & Lifestyle Lessons 

The problem with food
banks is this: they are a band
aid solution to the major
issues of poverty and hunger
and the problem isn't going
away.

Recently, Pauline Apperly,
a representative from the Our
Town Food Bank in
Tottenham, affiliated with the
York Region Food Network
(YRFN), went on the record
with the Toronto Star to dis-
cuss these issues and unveil
the new anti-poverty cam-
paign 'Freedom 90', a
tongue-in-cheek message for
the Government of Canada.

According to Apperly, food
bank volunteers are general-
ly retired or self-employed
individuals that run these
organizations. In Tottenham,
the Our Town Food Bank has
doubled the number of users
in recent years, despite two
other food banks in the area
(Alliston and King). 

Apperly also noted that
not only is the volume of
users increasing, but so is
the duration of time a family
requires assistance.

The Freedom 90 mes-
sage is: volunteers hope to
retire by the time they're 90
years of age - pointing out
the endless cycle of poverty,
hunger and dependence that
keeps food banks open and
the volunteers to staff them.

It has been said that if you
truly care about your neigh-
bour, you will "teach them to
fish" you won't "provide them
with fish". This principle is the
foundation of the Freedom
90 campaign.

"We must get a message
to the Canadian government,
letting them know this end-
less cycle of poverty and
hunger is unacceptable,"
said Apperly. "We must also
come up with solutions that
meet the needs of the people
of this country and in our own
community."

Although Mrs. Apperly,
now 70 herself, is in no hurry
to see the food bank closed,
she is anxious to see if the
message gets across.

"I have supported the
Tottenham food bank for over
20 years. I?believe in helping
people in their time of need
and I?have no plans to retire.
That said, I recognize this is
an endless cycle and the
solution to the problem of
hunger must be addressed
on a larger scale. The gov-
ernment needs to recognize
that the issues are not going
away. It will be my happiest
day when we can close the
doors to the Tottenham food
bank forever, because it is no
longer required."

Yvonne Kelly, a coordina-
tor with the YRFN, offers a
solution to the problem.

"The answer is definitely
not charity," she said. "In
part, this movement is in
reaction to the provincial gov-
ernment's failure to address
poverty through their four
year poverty reduction
plan/promise of reducing
poverty by 25 per cent. The
recent increase of a mere
one per cent to Social

Assistance rates amounts to
$6 per month for an individ-
ual who is living at 40 per
cent (60 per cent below) the
poverty line, and an individ-
ual on ODSP, disability bene-
fits, will get an additional
$10/month. 

"Big deal, I say! Also, a
low minimum wage, increas-
ing job insecurity via precari-
ous part-time, temporary
work and reduction of
employment standards, not
to mention the extreme
absence of a commitment to
affordable housing or 
childcare, the list goes on
and on. The volunteers are
essentially pointing out the
flaws in a system that decid-
edly turns a blind eye to
poverty, relies on charity
(returning to the model of the
19th century and early 20th
century) and abdicating their
collective responsibility for
basic needs."

Mrs. Kelly attended a UN
rapporteur for food security in
Toronto last Wednesday
(with Canada being the first
OECD nation visited on this
trip) on behalf of Freedom
90.

MY FOOD BANK 

EXPERIENCE

Using a food bank is a
double-edged sword. For
those of you who have not
used a food bank before,
allow me to share my own
personal experience.

First of all, you don't just
walk in off the street and start
loading up bags of groceries.
You must make an appoint-
ment, present proof of
income and fill in a question-
naire detailing personal infor-
mation about your family and
financial situation. 

Your application is then
reviewed and, if approved,
you are assigned a points
value, based on the number
of people in your household,
and other factors, I'm sure.

You then are told when
you can shop - in Tottenham
(my hometown), it's Tuesday
nights and some Tuesday
afternoons. The food bank is
only open for a few hours on
those days and everyone
who needs food converges at
the same time. 

Sometimes, you run into
people you know - a humiliat-
ing feeling, sometimes you
don't know anyone, and are
ashamed none the less.
Using a small shopping cart,
you peruse the aisle (there is
only one), hoping to find
items that may appeal to your
family. The selection is limit-
ed, and at times, the shelves
are depleted.

You may use your points
all at once (preferable if
you're uncomfortable with
going in, in the first place) or
you can spread your points
over the month.

In my case, I had about 30
points, which entitled me to
about 20 items a month
(some items have 2 or 3
points, such as coffee, cere-
als and other more expen-
sive items). It's not a lot, but

Freedom 90: 
The Hunger Games

Pauline Apperly, a 
director with the Our
Town Food Bank in
Tottenham, is one of the
founding members of
Freedom 90, a tongue-
in-cheek food bank 
volunteers union aimed
at getting the govern-
ment to rethink policies
on social assistance.

Auroran photo 
by Wendy Soloduik

at the time it was better than
nothing.

I remember asking a food
bank volunteer, "Can I get the
value of my points in gift
cards?" which would have
allowed me to shop for the
fresh food items I needed - in
order to eat healthy and
reduce my grocery bill (the
food bank only carries non-
perishable food items - with
the exception of eggs, mar-
garine and the occasional
frozen meat item). The
answer, except at Christmas,
was usually no. I was, howev-
er, given a voucher for 1L of
milk.

Continued on page 28
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Aurora 
Chamber of Commerce

To register please contact the Chamber at 905-727-7262 
or on-line at www.aurorachamber.on.ca

We look forward to seeing you!

Coming Events

THURSDAY, MAY 24

NEW MEMBER TRADE SHOW
Sponsored by vivaNext

Royal Canadian Legion
105 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora

Time: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Cost: Display Table - $10

Cash bar
 
 

MONDAY, JUNE 11

COLOSSAL CHAMBER CONNECTION
Network with members 

from other York Region Chambers!
The Manor byPeterandPauls.com

16750 Weston Road, Kettleby
Time:  5:30 pm – 7:00 pm

Cost:  Members $15 (before May 25)
           Non-members $25

THURSDAY, JUNE 14 

AURORA CHAMBER GOLF CLASSIC 
Join us for a fantastic day of golf and networking!

St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club 
Time: 10:00 am Shotgun 

Book Now to avoid disappointment!
www.aurorachamber.on.ca

Rec Cycle N’ Sports!
Celebrating our 20th Anniversary in Aurora

15483 Yonge St. Aurora, across from Howard Johnson Hotel 
Main Location:

up toup to

905-841-5757  •  www.recsports.ca

25% OFF25% OFF
BIKE CLEARANCEBIKE CLEARANCE

BICYCLE TUNE-UPS – ONLY $39.99 + parts & tax

DON’T FORGET DON’T FORGET 
TO RIDE YOUR BIKETO RIDE YOUR BIKE

 TO WORK! TO WORK!

Thank you for supporting THE AURORAN advertisers 

Adults $19; Students and Children $5
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t’s a difficult subject to bring up. No one likes to think about it, but truth be told, everyone will need a funeral someday. Because arranging a funeral or cremation
service can seem involved, it’s wise to look for a funeral home with staff members who are willing, capable and knowledgeable. The staff at Thompson Funeral Home
is just that – trained professionals who are a vital and supportive resource. We can explain all available options and help you make informed decisions. 
I

We have many pre-arrangement options and payment plans available to fit every wish and budget, 
and we will work with you to find the right one for you and your family.

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora. ON L4G 6W8

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

Owned and operated by 
Service Corporation 

International
(Canada) ULCT NHOMPSO

Funeral Home

1. All funeral homes are not the same. Review the Funeral
Homes benefits, products and services. Does the funeral home
show awareness of the family’s needs outside its facility, 
perhaps by offering assistance with related travel arrange-
ments? Thompson Funeral Home offers a Bereavement Travel
Program to assist family and friends in making travel arrange-
ments to attend a funeral or memorial service. This also
includes arrangements of hotel and car rental.

2. Selecting burial, mausoleum entombment or cremation is 
a very personal decision. For ease and peace of mind, we will
walk you through all the necessary arrangements and support
the choice you make.

3. You should speak openly with your family and document
final arrangement decisions. Many people think everything 
is taken care of by having a will or Power of Attorney, but they
only cover medical treatment and financial affairs. Put your

wishes in writing. Thompson Funeral Home offers a Free
Personal Planning Guide to document your wishes and 
compile important personal and financial information that your
family will need at the time of need.

4. Consider Planning and Prepaying for your arrangements.
Planning your funeral or cremation service in advance can take
care of the details. But only prearranging (prepaying for your
services) can take care of the actual expense of the funeral or
cremation service ahead of time, easing the future financial
burden on your surviving loved ones. Prepaying for your funer-
al or cremation services makes good financial sense. When you
prearrange, you benefit from purchasing at today’s prices for
an event that may not happen for many years. The cost of the
products and services you select may never be lower. 

5. Think about what happens after the service is over. The
months following a loss can be a truly difficult time, as the

bereaved person struggles with grief and many other issues. We
help families through this period with a Compassion 
helpline – a 24-hour grief counseling service that is toll-free. We
also have a Grief Management Library available at the funeral
home to anyone who needs it. The Library is theirs to keep or
pass on to anyone else that can benefit from it. Because 
managing business affairs after loss is an unexpected and 
difficult process, we also provide a step-by-step organizational
Aftercare Planner to help settle important estate matters.

6. Look for ways to bring the family together. Some prod-
ucts can actually reach across time and distance. Our Everlasting
Memorial is one such example. This unique Internet offering
helps the family create an on-line biography, image gallery,
tribute section and movie of their loved one, all of which are
published and preserved on a special website for future 
generations.

What Everyone 
Should Know About 

Making Final
Arrangements

plan that says we have to have affordable housing, it has
been there before, but maybe it is time that this Council real-
ly does take that seriously because what Councillor Buck
said and what Councillor Ballard said is very true and I thank
them for that."

What they said was that more needs to be done.
Councillor Buck said there is an increased pressure on peo-
ple working, earning minimum wage, who can't afford decent
housing. They couldn't, she said, accumulate enough money
for a down payment on a "ticky-tacky house" in a subdivision
which are priced upwards of $400,000, for a smaller
detatched house.

"That is not extravagant housing and people are having to
share their homes all over the place to be able to afford it, so

there isn't an answer to this problem," she said.
"We have done nothing in our municipality. Newmarket

has gone ahead and provided affordable housing. One way
or another they have provided in it cooperation with the
Region. In Aurora we have done nothing. We have just
refused to accept the fact there are people like that around.
If we think [dropping the fees for second suites] is a solution
to the housing problem, it isn't."

There is a balance that needs to be found in providing for
lower cost accommodation, such as basement apartments,
and making  sure they are safe and up to snuff as far as reg-
ulations go, said Councillor Ballard. He said he "wished there
was a way to do both" and work towards the development of
secondary suites, ensuring they meet the proper code to
meet Aurora's obligation to help people can't afford their own

From page 1

Too many people are suffering in housing problem: Buck
homes.

"Councillor Buck said we're turning a blind eye if we think
there isn't that issue in the Town - there is," he said. "A lot of
people in this Town are renting basement apartments that
aren't legal or conforming and it is a shame. It is a shame that
we haven't built a co-op housing development in many, many
years in this community and I know that is not just the 
municipality's purview.

"We have to involve the Feds and the Province and the
sponsors, etc. Just sitting on our hands and pointing fingers
at other bodies just doesn't cut it for me. We have to figure
out some way to make safe accommodation for people in this
Town who just can't afford a decent, safe place to live.

There are too many people suffering in Aurora today
because of this problem, added Councillor Buck, but she said
it has only gotten worse in the last 25 years or so. This is a
serious problem, she said, but doubted it was one that could
be solved at the Council table.

Nevertheless, Councillor Ballard argued knocking off the
fees for secondary suites could be a symbolic act, an "open-
ing act" for Council to begin looking at an affordable housing
strategy, whether it is secondary suites, seeking co-op hous-
ing, or even Habitat for Humanity projects.

"We need to look at all of those sorts of things because
from what I have heard around the table is a unanimous con-
cern about the lack of affordable housing in Aurora and I
think it is reaching crisis proportions," he said.

"This past winter on one street as I walked my dog at 6
a.m. a young fellow was sleeping in his car. That is shocking
in the Town of Aurora but not uncommon. I supported this
because I think this is a symbolic first step towards develop-
ing a more comprehensive plan to figuring out how we can
address a bigger issue."

From the perspective of Mayor Dawe, affordable housing
is an issue being grappled with not only at the municipal
level, but also at the Region of York where there are still
questions on just what exactly constitutes affordable housing
and who is ultimately eligible to receive it.

"These are extremely complicated questions and a whole
department at the Region struggles with this," he said. "We
need to be cognisant of how to do that, how to do that fairly
and appropriately.

Mayor Dawe said previous Councils have turned down
Habitat for Humanity and that should be something this
Council should get behind.

"If we're that interested in it, let's step up and do what
we're supposed to do," he said. "If we're really symbolic, let's
not have people comment that we don't have those types of
people in Aurora [who need affordable housing] because we
do have those kinds of people here in Aurora. Those people
are real, those people exist, and they need our help.

"If we're going to be serious, let's do it properly."

Sergeant Wendee Beach, centre, was the recipient of the Optimist Club of Aurora’s 2012 Respect for Law
Award. In addition to her police duties, Sgt. Beach was singled out for her volunteer work with the
Southlake Regional Health Centre’s long-term care facility, the YRP’s Toys for Tots campaign, and her
extensive work with the Special Olympics. She received her award from Police Chief Eric Joliffe, left, and
Optimist president Alex Ansell. Auroran photo by David Falconer
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• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

COUNTRY LIVING MINUTES FROM THE CITY 

Virtual Tour - http://tours.360housetours.com/public/vtour/display/60422?a=1

Call Karin Rossi 
for a viewing 
(416) 518-0648 or 
(705) 424-7748
KarinRossi@look.ca

Incentive 
Realty Inc., 
Brokerage 

Independently Owned & Operated

$787,000

Custom built 2 story architecturally designed home, centrally located, 10 minutes from Barrie and Hwy 400, 40
minutes north of Toronto. Minutes from schools, shopping, dining and entertainment. This exquisite Essa 
township home on 6.9 acres, boasts the lowest taxes in the region. Amenities include: 5500 square feet of 
finished living space, open concept, with full finished basement, oversized vinyl clad windows, maple hardwood
floors, silent flooring system, travertine tile, central air, central vac, ultra violet disinfection water softener 
system, custom kitchen with island, breakfast bar and granite throughout. Additional features: 4+2 bedrooms, 
4 full bathrooms, hot tub, 4 ft deep salt water sport pool, huge wrap around deck, in ground sprinkler system, pet 
containment invisible fence, oversized triple car garage, balcony off master bedroom, master ensuite laundry
chute, double sided fireplace, cathedral ceilings, sunken family room, oversized mudroom, main floor laundry,
main floor office, stereo sound throughout home, outdoor flagstone fire pit, separate entrance to
basement, ample storage and a view from every window of wildlife in your back yard.

All this for only:
$787,000

Grand Opening CelebrationsGrand Opening Celebrations
June 2nd & 3rd, 2012

Hands-On Open House    
Saturday, June 2, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

One of twelve Doors Open Whitchurch-
Stouffville Sites.  Free admission!  

Community Barbecue    
Saturday, June 2, 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Enjoy a BBQ dinner by Leadbetter’s Family 
Catering in our courtyard.  Advance tickets required. 

$10 per adult, $5 per child (12 & under). 

Edwardian Brunch    
Sunday, June 3, sittings at 11 a.m. or 1 p.m. 
Enjoy an Edwardian-inspired, formal brunch in the 
Main Hall.  Afterwards, visit experts located in the 
Museum’s heritage buildings for Q & A sessions.  

DOOR PRIZES! Advance tickets required.  Full menu 
online. $40 per adult, $25 per child (12 & under)  

14732 Woodbine Ave.
Hamlet of Vandorf

905-727-8954 
or 1-888-290-0337

www.townofws.ca/museum
Visit our website for further 

details and updates.

Discounted 

tickets for 

   Museum Members! 

Call for more 

information! 

Doors Open at Aurora Cemetery
By Jacqueline Stuart

Town of Aurora Heritage 
Advisory Committee

From the grandeur of the Goode mausoleum to
a modest metal disc on a spike; from the fine
domestic architecture of the Keeper's House to the
iconic octagonal Dead House; the Aurora
Cemetery offers contrast and interest at every turn.

The initial land for the cemetery was purchased
by Charles Doan, Aurora's first postmaster and first
head of council, in 1867. 

Happily, the mid-nineteenth century fashion for
park-like "garden" cemeteries coincided with the
fact that the steep hills of the land made it of little
value for farming. At his own expense Mr. Doan
began preparing the site for use as a community
cemetery. 

Two years later he sold the property to the
newly formed Aurora Cemetery Company, of
which he became a director.

The earliest major structure was the 1868
Dead House, the temporary resting place for those
who died in the winter months in those days before
refrigerated morgues and powerful exca-
vating machinery. (Some have used the
term "charnel house" for this building, but
a charnel house is a permanent reposito-
ry for bodies and bones)  

Aurora's octagonal Dead House is
one of a renowned group of such build-
ings on or fairly close to Yonge Street.
They may have been inspired by the
writings of Orson Squire Fowler, an
American phrenologist-reader of
bumps on the head-who was also an
amateur architect. 

His 1849 book on octagonal residences
stressed the efficiency of the shape: the same
length of exterior wall encloses more space in an
octagon than in a rectangle. Aurora's Dead House
is built of brick, with a stucco coating. The timber
roof is topped by a somewhat oversized wooden
lantern, with louvers to admit air and some light.

Just inside the gate is the Keeper's House, built
to serve as both the office for the cemetery's busi-
ness and the residence for the keeper or manager
of the grounds. 

It dates from 1879 and was designed and built
by a local man, Henry Harris. The distinctive and
characteristic Mansard roof is named for a seven-
teenth century French architect. The roof has two
slopes, the upper being quite shallow while the
lower is so steep that it appears to be more wall
than roof.

The house has lost some its decorative ele-
ments over the years, but the unusual "wishbone"
dormer over the modest front door retains its dec-
orative bargeboard, or gingerbread, and turned
kingpost.

Both the Keeper's House and the Dead House
have been designated as significant buildings
under the Ontario Heritage Act. Three other struc-

tures are worthy of some note or explanation. The
oldest and most imposing is the domed Goode
mausoleum, part way up the steep slope to the
east of the Keeper's House. 

Cephas B. Goode (1839-1910), a prosperous
grain merchant, married Alice Machell, a member
of an early and important family in Aurora: the vil-
lage was known as Machell's Corners from the
1830s to the 1850s. 

Entombed here are Cephas and Alice Goode,
one of their children, and the first wife of Cephas,
who died when only twenty-two.

A community mausoleum, set into the hillside,
was installed in 1955, providing aboveground rest-
ing places. In 1998 a columbarium, for the place-
ment of cremated remains, was added to the facil-
ities at the cemetery.

When the community cemetery was opened in
1869 the existing burial grounds at the Anglican
and Methodist (later United) churches were closed
and families were encouraged to move grave
markers to the community cemetery. Today's visitor
will find some of those very old stones, predating
the cemetery itself. 

What else should one look for?
The best way to explore the ceme-

tery is on foot but even from a car
there is still much to see. One might

look out for particular structural forms.
The urn is to be seen throughout

the older parts of the cemetery. Like a
number of other symbols to be found
in cemeteries, it does not have a par-
ticularly Christian connection: urns
have been used since ancient
times and in many cultures to hold
the ashes of the dead. Even a
solid, statuary urn, serving no

practical purpose, has come to symbolize death,
but also on-going life: the ashes of the dead will
eventually become part of the soil which nurtures
new life.

Another form which has no root in Christianity is
the obelisk, a tapering, pointed column.

This Egyptian symbol represents the rays of the
sun, connecting Earth with this life-giving force, or,
in the Christian view, connecting Earth with
Heaven.

A final common form to watch for is particularly
poignant: the lamb. This emblem of innocence is
usually found on the graves of children. 

From the common to the unique: a monument
in the form of a tree trunk. While there is only one
in the Aurora Cemetery, it is by no means a rarity in
North America: at one time this style of monument
could be ordered from a Sears Roebuck catalogue
in the United States! The sawn-off trunk and limbs
represent a life cut short.

On foot, one can see many examples of other
symbolism from the past, carved into stone: the
weeping willow; the clasped hands of the final
farewell (or, if the hands of a man and a woman, a
symbol of enduring love); the finger pointing to
Heaven. Sometimes the finger is pointing down,

but this does not mean that the deceased is des-
tined for another place! In this case, the hand of
God has come down to select someone for the
passage to Heaven.

Of course, one can simply enjoy the peaceful,
park-like surroundings of this quiet place, the
Aurora Cemetery.

For more information about Doors Open
Aurora, or to volunteer for the event, please visit
www.aurora.ca/doorsopen2012 or call Mai Al
Nabhan at 905-727-3123 ext. 4351.

Doors Open is an activity of the Town of Aurora
and its Heritage Advisory Committee; we hope you
enjoy this year's event!

Aurora Cemetery’s
octagonal “Dead
House” was built in 1868
to store the bodies of
those who had died over
the winter, awaiting the
spring thaw for burial. It
is the oldest surviving
building on the site.
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Thank you to our Sponsors 

              † Registered trademarks of Boston Pizza Royalties Limited Partnership, used under license. *Registered trademark of Boston Pizza International Inc. © Boston Pizza International Inc. 2009

† 

 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR

Volunteers for Southlake Regional Health Centre pedalled their way to raise
$13,306 for the hospital’s Paediatric Oncology Clinic for new technology and
equipment used for the education of nurses that care for the young patients.
It was part of Southlake’s Inside Ride, an indoor cycling event celebration and
fundraiser to make a difference for kids with cancer. The “Wild, Wild, Babes”,
including Jennifer, Geetn, Michele, Whitney, and Leah above, were just one
team taking part. Auroran photo by David Falconer   

Town objects to 
Post Office closure

By Brock Weir

Canada Post is consid-
ering the closure of
Aurora's main post office,
but this potential plan could
soon have a formal objec-
tion from the Town of
Aurora.

As The Auroran reported
last week, notices have
gone up in the Town's pri-
mary post office and sorting
facility on Wellington Street,
just east of Yonge Street
notifying residents they
were considering shutting
down the retail portion of
the post office. 

Although a spokes-
woman for Canada Post
said that this closure is
being considered only for
the retail portion of the
depot, an employee at the
Aurora location said that
employees in the sorting
station had been told their
operations would be moved
to Canada Post's Mulock
Drive location in Newmarket
as early as 2013. 

When the notice was
first posted, the Town of
Aurora said they supported
Canada Post keeping its
Aurora doors open and this
support could be formalized
at Council next month. This
Tuesday, Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe will introduce a notice
of motion, which is expect-
ed to be discussed further

on June 5, giving this sup-
port. 

In his notice, he notes
both the fact Canada Post
is seeking community input
and that the closure of the
location "would force resi-
dents to look for other, less
convenient postal
options...result in a loss of
employment...and have a
negative impact on the local
businesses and our 
economy."

The resolution of the
motion is "that Council
direct the office of the
Mayor to send a letter to
Canada Post, with copies to
MP Lois Brown and MP
Denis Lebel, Minister
Responsible for Canada
Post, that the Town of
Aurora objects to the clo-
sure of the post office and
requests that the decision
to close be reconsidered."

Last week, Ms. Brown
told The Auroran that she
heard concerns from resi-
dents about the possible
closure almost as soon as
the notice went up. She said
she planned on bringing
these concerns directly to
the minister, as constituents
urged.

"People in Aurora feel
very strongly about their
post office and I will take
that position to the
Minister," she said. "What
we do know we need to do

is ensure that postal servic-
es are being conducted in
an efficient manner, a man-
ner that is most cost-effec-
tive for the taxpayer, and we
also know that post offices
often represent a very emo-
tional attachment to a com-
munity so we need to put all
those things into the
assessment.

"I urge the constituents
of Aurora to send their let-
ters into the minister on why
the post office should
remain open."

In their notice, Canada
Post informs residents that
their postal needs could still
be served by retail locations
scattered within variety and
drug stores across the
area. There are, they noted,
six retail locations within
five kilometres of Wellington
and Yonge including
Shoppers Drug Mart on
Hollandview Trail, Regency
Variety at the Aurora
Shopping Centre and at
Aurora Convenience at the
north end of Town. 

To make your feelings
known with Canada Post,
you can submit your com-
ments at
www.canadapost.ca/retail
or send your thoughts
through Canada Post itself
to: Retail Feedback, 2701
Riverside Drive, Suite
N1020C, Ottawa, ON K1A
0B1. 
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Register
NOW!

Call or 
stop by 
the Dome 
for more 
details!

July 3 - 6* 
July 9 - 13 
July 16 - 20 
July 23 - 27

July 30 - 3 
Aug 7 - 10*
Aug 20 - 24
Aug 27 - 31

Open 8 am - 6 pm

* $140 for short week, 4 days only. 
- $175 per week**Full Days

9am to 12pm Only - $100 per week
$150 per week for 2 or more weeks**

115 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora, Ontario L4G 4C4

 
provided

 on Fridays!BBQBBQ Lunch 
Contact

www.auroradome.com  •  info@auroradome.ca

** prices do not include HST

905 - 727 - 2552

FREE SUMMER CAMP
Lessons in Music & Movement

for 7 - 9 year olds
                  July 9 - 27  9:30 - 11:30 am

 Call (416) 736-2100 ext. 44037 
Visit arts4kidsyork@gmail.com

Friendly, exciting, enriching
camp environment 

Highly trained teachers

End of camp concert 

Learn to play in a band            

Whether you are a beginner, have 6 months experience
or are an intermediate player,  ROCK BAND CAMP 

has a program for you.
Camp will be run at  the

 Aurora Montessori and Private School. 
Half days and full days are available to accommodate 

busy family schedules.

ROCK BAND CAMP

Contact:
MICHAEL LANTEIGNE 

Phone: 416-721-2430  
www.rockbandcamp.ca

Tour Dates 
July 9 – July 20
July 23 – Aug. 3 
Aug. 7 – Aug. 17 

$520/2 week Tour (Taxes included)

 

Learn to sing 

Learn to play an instrument 

  Learn to record

 

 

 

Kid’s Bowling

Only $75 per child
Ages  5 - 12

 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Bowling Every Day

To Register call or visit Gateway Lanes
905 727-2900

$20 Deposit Required
Hosted by: The Gathering Place

210 Edward Street, Aurora
905 841-0172 – www.tgpoa.com

Also Swimming, Games, 
Sports, Music,
Drama, Puppets, 
Faith Lessons & Much More
Children – bring your own lunch

Aug  20  – 24   
Day Camp

th th
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SUMMER CAMP 2012
YOUR SUMMER ADVENTURE STARTS AT ACC SUMMER CAMP!YOUR SUMMER ADV

Aurora

Children’s

Centre
Providingquality caresinceJan 1988

abc

Educating thr

o

ugh play®

Are you looking for a
summer 
packed with

fun times,
exciting trips,

and new friends?

Our program features a variety of themes
that are sure to keep your child

active all summer long - no matter what their interests.

With many cool trips to places like:
Famous People Theatre

Medieval Times
Toronto Zoo

Scooters
Scenic Caves

   Variety Village
Round’s Ranch

Pop Rocks
Johnson’s Beach

Airborne Trampoline

It’s not too late to register your child for a

call or click today to avoid disappointment!

(905) 841-3422
www.AuroraChildrensCentre.ca

Look no further than the
Aurora Children’s Centre

Summer Camp!

oo

p

e
an

Our program f

Loo
Aur

$220 
p/week

$185  
4 day 
week

July and August – week long camps 
and Saturday programs available

All Day Sports Camps  Golf & Hockey Camps

Learn to skate                 Learn to Play

Hockey Development       Power Skating

Ultimate Scorer              Defense Skills

Bodychecking              Goaltending Camps

Elite Goaltending           Elite Training Camps

Team Training                  Skills Improvement

3 on 3 Hockey League     Private Lessons

Group or Team Training    Shinny Hockey on Saturdays

Call NTR office to register or book.....

905-953-0978
www.ntrcanada.com

NTR Newmarket                             
2012 

Summer 
Camps 

Programs 
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* Limited time offer.  See sales rep for details. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustrations are artist’s concept only. 
Rockport® is a registered trademark of Rockport and used under license. ©Rockport 2010. All rights reserved. E.&O.E. 2012. Brokers protected.

Elegant Suites
 from the

$300’s*
Presentation Centre: 180 John West Way, Suite 103, 

Aurora, Mon.-Wed. Noon-6 pm, Closed Thurs. & Fri., 

Weekends & Holidays Noon-5 pm

905 841 1004

Life. Lived Better.®

rockportgroup.net

Ridgewood II is the ultimate expression of carefree resort-style living - a place that feels like 

the weekend… everyday. An intimate 6 storey condominium with exceptional recreational 

facilities including a sumptuous outdoor saltwater swimming pool and indoor  hot tub. 

Miles of area trails and ravine parks. Nearby cafés. Fabulous shopping and minutes to GO 

Transit. Incredible suites with equally incredible views. An 

oasis of gracious tranquility in the heart of historic Aurora. 

Come home to Ridgewood II and leave the world behind. 

1  Y E A R  F R E E  M A I N T E N A N C E *

NOW U
NDER

CONSTRUCTIO
N



PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

KIA OF NEWMARKET

SPORTS
905-727-3300 Week of May 22, 2012theauroran.com

Aurora Minor
Hockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2012/2013 REGISTRATION 

On-Line Registration begins: April 1, 2012

In-House Registration dates: May 23, 30 (7 – 9 pm)
May 26 (10 am – 1 pm)
AMHA Office at ACC1

Please refer to our website www.auroraminorhockey.net for further information.  

REGISTRATION fees for the 2012/2013 season are: 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players

registered on or before June 30, 2012.
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants.

$530.00 Players born 1998 through 2006*

$565.00 Players born 1992 through 1997

$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2012

$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2012

$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*Tyke players born in 2005 and 2006 must submit a copy of a birth certificate.
It is recommended that 2006 players have either taken skating lessons or 

completed one year of Opti Hockey.

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.

Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

The payment schedule is posted on the website.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2012.
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PEOPLE, PRODUCT, PRICE...WE HAVE IT ALL!

905-841-0800  •  15815 Yonge Street, Aurora 

1-800-465-0411 www.mcalpineford.com

HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-8pm  •  Friday & Saturday 9:00am-6pm

Quick Lane HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8:00am-6:00pm • Fri. 8:00am-5pm • Sat. 8:00am-4:00pm •   905-841-2424
WE PROUDLY SUPPORT 

LOCAL SPORTS

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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POOL
UNOFFICIAL FINAL RESULTSUNOFFICIAL F STLLTFINAL RESU

1. Dave Carruthers    107.00 
2. Kevin Ramsay 97.00 

Trystan LeBrun-Nagle 97.00 
4. Chris Doner 96.00 
5. Matt Wilkins 95.00 
6. Jeff Doner 94.00 
7. Hayden Trask 93.00 
8. Neil Hastie 93.00 
9. Brigette Carpenter 92.00 
10. Judy Sherin 92.00 
11. Yosif Kakush 92.00 
12. Gianluca DiTullio 90.00 
13. John Cacchione 90.00 

14. E Mulhern 89.00 
15. Jacob Glogauer 89.00 
16. Jeremy Gonsalves 89.00 
17. Joe DiTullio 89.00 
18. Jonah Byrne 89.00 
19. Andrew Nych 88.00 
20. Caitlin Willert 88.00 
21. Bob Swanton 87.00 
22. Lesley Byrne 87.00 
23. Kathy Sawyer 86.00 
24. Kelly Keilty 86.00 
25. L. Willent 86.00 
26. Larry Willent 86.00 

27. Lee Nickerson 86.00 
28. Vickie Foster 86.00 
29. Brandon Schad 85.00 
30. Deb Carpenter 85.00 
31. Michael Hanoun 85.00 
32. Noah Smith 85.00 
33. Wells Karabin 85.00 
34. Chris Wiederhold 84.00 
35. Hette Dekkema 84.00 
36. M. Kartechner 84.00 
37. Vanessa Martin 84.00 
38. James Butler 83.00 
39. Pat Garland 83.00 

40. David Stasila 82.00 
41. Jenifer Byrne 82.00 
42. Jennifer Byrne 82.00 
43. Kristina Keilty 82.00 
44. Lorie Caruthers 82.00 
45. Louis Goulet 82.00 
46. Theresa Holden 82.00 
47. Ileen Glowhouer 81.00 
48. J. Davis 81.00 
49. John Davis 81.00 
50. John Wiederhold 81.00

Thank you for your participation

As of May 21, 2012

UNOFFICIAL STANDINGS

Aurora Jays take Ivy Leafs
4-2 in home opener

By Kevin Michie

On the strength of
some solid first inning
offense, the Aurora Jays
won their North Dufferin
Baseball League home
opener 4-2 over the Ivy
Leafs.

The Jays came into the
game with just one tie on
the season, while the
Leafs had played three
games, and there was
some rust showing in the
top of the first inning as
star ting pitcher Ian
Rettie, making his first
start of the season, was
roughed up.

The normally depend-
able Rettie was victim-
ized by some very strong
wind in the first, wreaking
havoc in the outfield. The
Leafs scored their first
run of the ballgame when
the wind carried a ball
over the head of the Jays
centerfielder to score a
runner from second. That
runner was cashed in
from third after some
wind pushed the ball
around on a high fly ball
to the outfield once
again.

The Jays rebounded
quickly in the bottom half
of the first, thanks to a
leadoff homerun from

Chris Rettie, brother to
Ian. The offense didn't
slow down there, as the
next two runners crossed
the plate before the
inning was over, giving
the Jays a 3-2 lead.

The Jays would grab
their 4-2 lead in the bot-
tom of five, thanks to a
run scoring triple.

Ian would go on to
pitch a solid five innings,
allowing just two more
hits after the three hit first
inning. Brent Owen would
pitch a scoreless sixth,
before Ian Milne closed
out the game in the sev-
enth.

Jays coach and catch-
er Rob Wilson said that
the poor start from Rettie
in the top half of the first
inning was just a byprod-
uct of some early season
rust.

"He was just finding
his groove," said Wilson.
"He's very solid for us.
He's one of our best all
around guys. Once he got
in his groove and got
used to his mound, he
was good.

While Ian pitched a
very solid game for the
Jays, the story in the
dugout was the homerun
by Chris who is not
known as a homerun 

hitter. 
"It felt great, I just got

the right pitch in the right
spot, and turned it over,"
said Chris, explaining his
home run. "It hit the jet-
stream and just took off.
I'll take it."

After playing just two
games in the first three
weeks of the season, with
one game postponed due
to rain, the Jays will now
play four games before
the end of the month.

While dismissing a
couple plays early in the
game to rust, Wilson said
that justification will not
hold now, as the club
should be ready and pre-
pared for a long season.

"After tonight, that is
excuse is gone."

The next home game
for the Jays is May 22
against the Barrie Angels.
The Angels are an expan-
sion franchise, however
they boast quite a bit of
talent as the club adopts
some of the cuts from the
Barrie Baycat IBL team.

First pitch is scheduled
for 7.30 p.m at Lambert
Willson Park. The Jays
will then play Orangeville
AIRFX the following
Tuesday (May 29), again
at 7.30 at Lamber t
Willson.

The Aurora Jays’ Ian
Rettie came to the plate
in the team’s home
opener against the Ivy
Leafs last week. The
Jays beat the Leafs in
the game which was
also Rettie’s first start of
the season as pitcher.
He pitched a solid five
innings during the
game. The Jays’ next
home game at Lambert
Willson Park is May 22
against the Barrie

Angels. First pitch is
7.30 p.m.

Auroran photo 
by Kevin Michie
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

KYLE LOCKE

Aurora’s Kyle Locke signs OHL contract
By Kevin Michie

Despite not making the final camp
for a potential spot on Team Ontario at
the World Under 17 Challenge, Aurora
native Kyle Locke has a lot to be happy
about.

Last week, the 16-year-old signed
an OHL contract with the Guelph
Storm, which is to be formally
announced this week.

The storm made Locke their second
overall pick in last month's OHL draft,
and the young defenseman has been
working hard to endear himself to his
new team ever since.

It began at the rookie fitness camp,
where Locke showed his coaches what
kind of physical strength he will bring to
the blueline next season.

Every rookie at the camp is expect-
ed to bench their own weight, and
Locke, weighing 190 pounds, was able
to do so a very impressive 20 times.

Locke has been working out with his
father, a former gold medal winner in
bench press at the World
Police/Firefighter Games, and his per-
sonal trainer Stellios Doukas, in order

to try and live up to any expectation
that his new team has of him.

Last week, Storm Vice President
and General Manager Mike Kelley gave
him an expectation, by stating he
expects Locke to be a top two defense-
man by the time he turns 18, while at
the same time producing 50 points a
year.

The expectations are not a concern
to Locke, though. Instead, they are
motivation.

"It's reassuring, just knowing that
the [general manager] and the coach
have that much faith and see that much
potential in me," said Locke. "It really
reassures that they can work with me."

Two weekends ago, however, Locke
learned that not everything in his hock-
ey career will be handed to him, as he
was cut from the final OMHA U17 Team
Ontario camp.

"This weekend was disappointing,"
said Locke candidly. "I had thought that
I would be a shoe-in to make the team
just because of my name, but that was-
n't the fact. 

"I wasn't focused. Next time I have
to be more prepared. It was more of a

life lesson."
While some onlookers believed that

Locke should have made the final
camp, the former York Simcoe Express
player will be the first to admit that
because of one poorly played game he
should have not made it to Cornwall.

"I had a decent weekend but I had
one bad game and so I didn't think I
should have made it," he admitted. "I
think I can perform much better than I
did [but] it wasn't my weekend. The
other kids deserve it."

While being cut stings, Locke is
pleased that he was able to sign a con-
tract, and is now more motivated to
have a strong rookie season in the
OHL.

"The signing of the contract gave
me the inspiration to work harder for
the oncoming season," said Locke. "It
helped me get back into the right
frame. I'm excited."

Locke will now look towards the
start of the 2012/2013 OHL season,
and will continue to work out under the
guidance of the Storm training staff and
alongside Guelph first round pick Robbi
Fabbri.

Despite suffering their first loss of the season last week, Aurora High
School’s baseball team is pressing on, with a high school challenge, soon
meeting the St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic Secondary School for the second
time.                Auroran photo by Kevin Michie

First loss of the season for
AHS' baseball team

By Kevin Michie

Even after suffer ing
their first loss of the year
last week, the Aurora
High School baseball club
is having a great season.

The club is now 3-1 in
their first year playing in
the tier one division in the
York Region Athletic
Association. 

The club star ted off
their week on Wednesday
with a comeback 9-8 win
over King City Secondary,
but were defeated on
Friday by Sir Will iam
Mulock 5-3.

The comeback win over
King City pleased AHS
Head Coach Bob Burger.

"I was very impressed

Golfers will be teeing off this September in the GOlf Red for Southlake Tournament, supporting the hos-
pital’s Cardiac Care Program. The tournament will be held Thursday, September 20, 2012 at King’s Riding
Golf Club in King City. Organizers promise “whimsical hospitality, fabulous on-course entertainment,
wonderful heart-healthy food, and a superb ClubLink golf experience.” Above, organizer Gaye Kearns,
gets the message across. Auroran photo by David Falconer

because we were up a lit-
tle, then we were down,
and that's a little bit of a
tough feeling," noted
Burger. "But the kids got
together and they decid-
ed that they were going to
win, and they sucked it
up."

The loss to Mulock is
disappointing, most
notably because Mulock
had yet to win a game
this season entering play
while Aurora was sitting
undefeated.

The AHS team will not
hang their heads long, as
Burger noted how well
the team is playing, even
while playing first year
tier one baseball.

"I certainly think that
we can [keep playing
well]," said Burger. "It's a
working class team. Not a
lot of stars, but everyone

works together and that
will help us."

At the other end of
Wellington, St. Maximilian
Kolbe is continuing to
struggle in their first year
in tier one.

The club is now the
only school without a win
in the six team Nor th-
Central Division, sitting
with a record of 0-4. 

St. Max lost 8-0 to
Huron Heights (4-1) and
6-0 to Westmount (4-1)
last week.

AHS and St. Max will
meet for the second time
this season next, with the
game representing the
last game of the season
for both teams. Aurora
High won the first game
6-4.

First pitch is scheduled
for 3.00 at Lamber t
Willson Park.
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 Call Today For Your No Charge Home Evaluation 
 

 

905-841-5405  steve@stevethomas.ca 

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Full MLS Service 
Consultation with home stager included with MLS listing 
Over 30 years industry knowledge 
12 years experience as a realtor 
Top Producer 2011 with Sutton Group – Solutions Realty Inc. 
Friendly, honest service 
Aurora resident for 25 years 

Sutton Group – Solutions
Realty Inc., Brokerage 

Independently Owned 
& Operated

FLEXIBLE COMMISSION PROGRAM

Full MLS Service For Less

Steve Thomas 
Sales Representative 

“Manager Aurora 
Branch Office”

WWW.STEVETHOMAS.CA

Real Estate Insights
By STEFANI P. KONIDIS

Friends of mine just returned from a trip to California and absolutely loved it!  They came back and
said to me, "Why would anyone choose to live here and not there?  It's so beautiful!"  

As a Realtor (copyright symbol), I am always discussing different places to live and what is so attrac-
tive about certain areas of various towns and cities.  It has always been part of my philosophy as a Sales
Professional, to place my buyers in areas that best fit with their lifestyle and life 'needs'.  

There is always a wish list for buyers about what their new home will look like, and features it will
have.  But before we even discuss the specifications of a dream home, we start talking about location.
As most people know, the single most important factor in any good real estate investment is location.
But there is more to discuss about where one may want to live, more importantly, we need to figure out
why they want to live there!

Where do I want to live and why?
A neighbourhood is a geographically localized community within a larger city, town or suburb.

Neighbourhoods are often social communities with considerable face-to-face interaction among mem-
bers. "Researchers have not agreed on an exact definition. Neighbourhood is generally defined spatial-
ly as a specific geographic area and functionally as a set of social networks. Neighbourhoods, then, are
the spacial units in which face-to-face social interactions occur - the personal settings and situations
where residents seek to realize common values, socialize youth, and maintain effective social control.
(As per Wikipedia)

When I read this, what stands out most is the last sentence.  Specifically, "to realize common goals,
socialize youth and maintain effective social control."  This speaks volumes.  In a typical Canadian neigh-
bourhood, we could have individuals and families from multiple cultural backgrounds and from various
social-economic backgrounds, the key is that where you choose to live, is where "common values" can
be realized.  

Moreover, finding the right neighbourhood for your family can feel like searching for a needle in a
haystack.  It is plain and simple, not everyone can live next to an ocean or in the mountains.  Some peo-
ple want to live near their family, or close to where they have always lived.  There are many reasons to
choose a neighbourhood.

Here are a few things we believe will help you get on the right track.

Affordability
It makes no sense to start looking for a property until you have figured out how much you can afford

with regards to a monthly payment.  This can be easily calculated online, but it is essential to speak with
your financial planners, mortgage broker and even accountants before making this decision.

Once you know what you can afford, start shopping in that price range. This is where a real estate
professional can guide you to areas you otherwise may not have considered, that you can actually
afford.  

Lifestyle
In York Region, and specifically in Aurora, there are great "lifestyle communities" to choose from

when making your buying decision.  Condominiums offer great options for low maintenance living, and
gated communities can be ideal for added security and active lifestyles right out your front door.

Proximity to amenities
Living close to the things you most treasure weighs heavily on the 'want' and 'need' lists.  Well estab-

lished schools, parks, good shopping, libraries, and religious institutions are all reasons to choose to live
in a particular neighbourhood.  Also keep in mind while shopping, what you don't want close by and
make that known to your Realtor.

Transportation
Being able to get to work in less time or knowing that you have another way to move around that is

close-by, makes certain areas boom.  GO Stations, bus stops, highways and even taxi stands are on
many buyer minds when making their decision on where to finally nest.

Another tip for a buyer is to drive or walk around a neighbourhood at different times of the day to get
a feeling for the area and see who lives there.

Educating yourself as a buyer is the most important thing in making a good decision for yourself and
for your family.  Therefore, when someone's asks you 'Why did you choose to live here?' you will have
many good reasons why you call a certain neighbourhood home!

Stefani Konidis is a Sales Representative with Chestnut Park Real Estate Limited, Brokerage,
Exclusive Affiliate of Christie's International Real Estate.  She has been trading in real estate for 12 years
and works with partner, Kim Nichols, Sales Representative and they both live and work in King and
Aurora.  She can be reached online at www.localagents.blogspot.com 

Location–get it right!

Bringing Design to Life
BY JANICE CLEMENTS

Location, Location, 

The Rush Job
I love my job.  
The process of reviewing fabrics or renovation drawings with my

clients reminds me daily why I design for a living.  Pulling a concept
together and helping others create a home that reflects their person-
ality and lifestyle lets me know I am contributing to the quality of their
lives in some way.  

I love talking design, but more specifically, I LOVE showing people
the potential of their homes.

Someone who hasn't had the experience of working with a design-
er might think what we do is fluff and frill, but I will tell you otherwise.  

Design is an art form for certain and without question can have an
element of frill.  But at its best, it can significantly improve one's ability
to function from day-to-day, ensuring you're at your best to manage the
world around you.  It can heighten how you experience life and pro-
vide you with surroundings that speak volumes about you as a per-
son. 

It's no surprise that we lead increasingly face paced lives.  What I
strive to do as a designer is to make it look like life hasn't won the race
over my clients.  I relish the projects where there has been as much
allocated to the "time budget" as there has been to the "financial budg-
et."  The renovations that really impact me do so because they are
aesthetically pleasing and because they have evolved gradually over
time, including thoughtful details of a life lived.

Several times in my career, I have been hired by someone who's
in a rush to get a project started and completed.  Getting the answer
"Yesterday" when I ask about project timing is always a concern.  

I don't know of a tradesperson or contractor who hasn't experi-

enced a client with an unreasonably short deadline.  What I know for
sure is that regardless of the investment, a rush job can in the end look
just that, rushed.

When planning your next design project consider this stress-sav-
ing information:

1. Understanding the time factor can make the difference
between a satisfying renovation experience and a miserable one.
Done properly, a renovation should move at a reasonable pace.  It
should not be done hastily nor drag along endlessly.  Your contractor
should keep you apprised of his schedule.

2. Have an appreciation for the fact that it takes a GREAT deal
of time for your contractor to pull pricing together.  Unfortunately, the
larger the job, the longer getting pricing can take.  Good contractors
and trades spend their days working on sites and often only have
evenings in which to pull pricing together and see new clients.
Requesting information from many different sources/trades and get-
ting everyone to respond with quotes can be an arduous task.  Be
assured that during peak construction times it will take longer than you
anticipate.

3. For major renovations, consider creating your design plan
and budgets one year for implementation the next.  Be on guard and
ask for references from the trade who's available to start your renova-
tion tomorrow.

4. As in life, Murphy's Law can apply to renovation work, so if
you anticipate that there will be interruptions in the work, you won't be
shocked when they happen.  Whether due to back-ordered products
or trades delayed on other sites, delays do happen.  Think about build-

ing a buffer into your deadline to allow for any extra time required to
complete your project.  

5. Like many of us, trades and their families take vacations.
Often they've planned their time off the year before and can't change
their schedules.  

6. It might sound elementary, but ensure those working at
your home have access to a washroom.  If they have to go to the local
coffee shop to use one, things are going to take longer than they
should.

7. Renovating is a process.  If one part of the process is
delayed then a number of other elements of the project can be
delayed.  Letting the process run its course can make the difference
between a quality job and a poor one.

8. Count on these timelines when ordering products: Natural
stone counters will take two weeks from the date of template.  Custom
cabinetry generally requires six to 12 weeks depending on the manu-
facturer.  Special order light fixtures require four weeks.  Custom win-
dows can take six to eight weeks.  Custom furnishings take six to12
weeks.  

Look to your reliable contractor or designer to help you keep your
project on track and help make your renovation project a satisfying
one!

Janice Clements is a Certified Interior Decorator, President of
Clements Interiors and a member of CDECA.  Visit her on the web at
www.clementsinteriors.com, or follow 
her blog at http://www.40something
andcounting.blogspot.com.
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Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 

E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. kaitlingroup.com
For more information visit our website at

All suites include expansive Balconies or Terraces
DOWNTOWN AURORA

call 905-503-2063
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GRAND OPENING
NOW OPEN

 from
$299,990

Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.
Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm. 
Friday by appointment. Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm

FOR SALESOLDSOLD A name you know...
people you trust!

Direct: 905-727-1961
info@susancowen.com

Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

York Group 

Top 1% in Canada
www.SusanCowen.com

Continually 
Referred!

Location
Builders expect to

hear requests for green
features.

Due to demand,
builders today are con-
stantly learning about the
new and advanced tech-
nologies for home con-
struction. Owner-clients
want to be assured of liv-
ing in the healthiest,
most durable, least
wasteful house possible
and therefore, building a
home from the ground up
is the best opportunity to
get it right.

"In addition to fixtures
and materials, be sure to
ask for the most

advanced construction
methods," says Todd
Blyth at Nudura, a lead-
ing name in building 
system technology. 
"For example, more and
more builders, on
request, are discarding
the traditional wood-
framing method – now
seen as inefficient and
wasteful – in favour of
concrete walls."

Why concrete?
This advanced tech-

nology consists of 
pre-assembled, interlock-
ing forms delivered to 
the construction site. 
The specialized panels 

consist of two, stay-in-
place forms of Expanded
Polystyrene (EPS) con-
nected with a hinged,
folding web. The forms
are stacked, reinforced,
and then filled with con-
crete, creating a solid
monolithic wall.

"The benefits are
extensive," Blyth
explains. "Architects are
inspired by new design
possibilities; builders cut
their construction time in
half; and the homeowner
(or commercial building
owner) can feel satisfied
for cutting back on an
enormous amount of

wood."
As impor tantly, the

quality of life continues
long after construction is
completed, he continued.
As time goes on within
"the most technologically
advanced walls", your
energy bills could drop
by as much as 70 per
cent.

"This type of concrete
building envelope deliv-
ers twice the efficiency
compared to stick frame
walls – and with no wood
rot and mould it delivers
none of the related 
toxicity. Concrete walls
are up to three times

Builders expect to hear requests for green features
more sound resistant; up
to four times more fire
resistant; nine times
stronger ; and far more
resistant to thermal
br idging where outside

cold seeps in to cause
uncomfortable cold spots,
drafts, and mustiness."

Floor and ceil ing 
construction is now far
advanced too. 
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Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95
(+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).

Got something to sell or advertise? 
Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 

The deadline for all classified advertising copy 
is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

CAREER

HELP WANTED

MOVING SALE

O N E  O F  N O R T H  AMERICA’S largest financial services
companies is rapidly expanding in this area. If you desire a dynam-
ic career with excellent income potential, call Ruth Greaves at 1-
888-240-4767.

Our        Town

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

WEEKLY SHOW
with Alison

Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

POLL-VOTE
www.theauroran.com

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.

Aurora Council recently decided not to grant a
request from the Aurora Jazz+ Festival to waive

$1,300 in park fees for their four day use of Town
Park during the annual summer festival.

Should the Town of Aurora reconsider their
decision and waive the $1,300 park fees for the

Aurora Jazz+ Festival?
1) Yes    2) No
3) Don't Know

To share your reasons why, please send 
your thoughts to letters@auroran.com.

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

If you have an idea for a show, questions, comments, 

would like to be a guest on OUR TOWN or host 

OUR TOWN at your place of business 

please call, Cynthia 905-751-6013. 

REAL ESTATE

CLEANERS

GARBAGE

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 12 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

 
 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HomeLife/Bayview
Realty Inc. Brokerage 

Independently owned and operated

905.889.2200  •  416-399.2128 

Thomas Kwok
Broker

FLEXIBLE COMMISSION RATES

Thank you for supporting 
THE AURORAN 

Classified Advertisers

Embassy Cards, located in Aurora On, is seeking a motivated
FT/PT General Office Assistant/Marketer.
Knowledge of Windows, Excel and E-mails is a must.
Working knowledge of graphics/printing would be an asset.
Please submit your resume to 
cards@embassycards.com

We thank all Applicants but only successful candidates will be 
contacted.
Embassy Cards creates, publishes and  markets custom 
greeting cards throughout Canada.

MOVING SALE; appliances,
electronics, videos, toys. 
Saturday May 26 – 8am-
1pm.  79 Borriallis Ave.
Aurora

 

The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
Zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery! 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!

MOVING 
SALE

18 %
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DON’T KNOW
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1228 Gorham Street, 
Unit #1, Newmarket, 

ON, L3Y 8Y9

www.starautoglass.ca  •  sam@starglass.ca

905-841-8700
1-866-912-2700

CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 

Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN

DENTAL

 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Alan is also committee chairman of iloverockandroll.ca

HOME RENO PLUS

905.235.7357

Any Projects Big or Small 1 Call, 
We Do It All! 

Basements ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Painting, Flooring, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Drywall Taping, Framing, Additions, Enclosures, 
Tiling, Chimney & Masonry, Decks, 

fences, brick replacement

LIMOUSINE

MONUMENTSLAWN

STONE MASONRY

INTERIOR HEALTH

HOME RENO

Thank you 
for supporting 

The Auroran 

“At Your Service” 

Businesses

Residential • Retail • Corporate Design

"Your Home Your Way"
905-726-1837

MYRA SPIERS INTERIOR DESIGN

www.myraspiersdesign.com

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES  
Licensed, insured 25 years exp. 

Plumber 
Joe

416-568-6928

the

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil EnhancemeIest & Disease ControlP

StructIee PruningrTTrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTIent

orcemental Reinffotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTER

AUTO

DRIVING SCHOOL

CLEANERS

DANCE

PLUMBER

AUCTION

Radiant health, 
& inner peace.

 QIGONG & YOGA

www.yogaforlife.ca

Andrea Roth
905-505-1324

oth

t health, 
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& OGAY

.caeliffeforogaffo.ywww

ea RndrA
905-505-1324

YOGA

TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

59$From *
NEW Winshields 
 188$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

VETERINARY SERVICES

WOODWORKING

BUSINESS SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

CREMATION

REAL ESTATE

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

Stouffville 905-640-6411
www.clarksonauctions.com

Keller Williams 
Realty Centres, Brokerage  

First Time 
Homebuyers!

Get started now 
on path to home!

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

Call right now for  a

 
to get you where 
you want to be!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ Office: 905-895-5972 x 816

BUYERS KIT

Independently Owned and Operated

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

LAWN JAC MAINTENANCE 

Jason 416-294-4499

 
COMPETITIVE 

PRICES

  
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

T
R
E

C A R E

+

BOOST YOUR ENERGY!
IMPROVE MENTAL CLARITY!

ACHIEVE YOUR HEALTHY WEIGHT!

IT’S EASY - SAFE - NATURAL
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO PERSONALIZE

A PROGRAM THAT IS JUST RIGHT FOR YOU CALL

KRISTINA (289) 234-9484

TAKE CHARGE OF
YOUR HEALTH 

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insured�/ est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work

To advertise in this directory, 
please call The Auroran office 

at 905-727-3300

Mike
THE WOODWORKER

* Kitchens
* Libraries

* Doors

705-305-7572
woodwork.magic@gmail.com



26 - THE AURORAN, Week of May 22, 2012  

and Day Car

Experienced and 
Professional Grooming 
for all breeds of dogs

Express Service or
Full Day care

A loving and caring
environment

We offer doggie taxi 
pick-up and drop off

Call Tammie or Dawn 
to book your 
appointment

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
(905) 503-5533

5 Vata Court, Unit 9  Aurora  

20% off your first
Grooming Service

Fur in the Wind
Professional Dog Grooming

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

insurance@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

p

 

Presents 

 
Saturday, May 26- 8PM at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora...79 Victoria St.

Sunday, May 27 - 7:30 PM at Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts. 10268 Yonge St.
 

Program:  

TCHAIKOVSKY – Waltz from Eugene Onegin
AMRAM – Horn Concerto, Guest Artist: Olivia Brayley Quackenbush, Horn

 PROKOFIEV – Peter and the Wolf
 TCHAIKOVSKY – Symphony #2 "Little Russian"

Tickets: Saturday: Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $12
            Sunday:   Adults $30, Seniors $25, Students $15

 
For Saturday concert call: York Symphony at (416) 410-0860

For Sunday concert call: Richmond Hill at: (905) 787-8811  OR ONLINE: www.rhcentre.ca

"THE MIGHTY HORN"

Arts & Culture

Filmmakers explore rights
in Multimedia fest

By Brock Weir

Rights that have been
won and rights yet to be
fought for are all on the
table in the 2012 York
Region Multimedia Film
Festival.

This year's film festival
selected a record 42 films
to be screened in road
show events throughout
York Region this month.
When the show stopped
at the Aurora Cultural
Centre last week, organiz-
ers selected rights as the
theme. 

Among the films pre-
sented included a moving
photo essay on child
abuse by Matt Evans,
whose narrative founded
on his own experiences
as a child; "Drinking from
the Gourd" revisiting the
history of Upper Canada's
first independent Black
settlement in Oro-
Medonte ; "White Bread
Slavery System" on what
it means to live in a capi-
talist society by John
Watson; "It Matters" by
Georgina fi lmmakers
Shonah Burns, Breanna
Main, and Dara
O'Sullivan, on the recent
wave of suicides by gay
youth bullied for their sex-
ual or ientation; and
"Beauty and the Beast" by
Oak Ridges' Brianna
Stickney, looking at the
overdevelopment of York
Region, particularly in the
Yonge Street Corridor.

Thursday's selection
also featured two selec-
tions from Aurora fi lm-

maker Alex Broughton -
"Ninety-Eight" featuring
on an elderly man's battle
with a broken window and
"Vote for Democracy", a
longer piece on how
youth have "yet to realize
their vote is important."

In "Vote for
Democracy", Broughton
follows local polit icians
and decision makers dur-
ing last year's provincial
election, including
Ontario Green Par ty
Leader - and Simcoe-
Grey candidate - Mike
Schreiner, and
Newmarket-Aurora MPP
Frank Klees.

Early in the fi lm,
Broughton shows
Schreiner rallying his vol-
unteers and supporters at
a campaign stop in
Aliston. He describes the
process taking issues
that mattered to his
potential constituents,
including employment,
saving money, saving
energy, and protecting
healthcare, water, and
farmland, door-to-door.
During the process, how-

ever, he kept encounter-
ing the same problem
with one key demograph-
ic.

"I have had a number
of young people tell me
that one of the reasons
they don't vote is
because they don't think
their vote counts,"
Schreiner told Broughton.

"The reason that
young people should be
involved in polit ics is
something else," said Mr.
Klees. "It's all about their
future. The decisions that
the Legislature makes
today is going to affect
the future of young peo-
ple tomorrow." 

While youth in
Broughton's film were try-
ing to find someone to be
their voice in the legisla-
ture, Matt Evans found
his voice again by
chance.  His photo essay
on child abuse - and not
just the abuse he suffered
himself - was never really
intended for public con-
sumption. As he
explained on Thursday,

Continued on page 27

Animation helps local director 
reach the masses

By Brock Weir

When Hayet Coghlan was in
high school, she, like most teens
was attached to her iPod.

But what might have set her
apart, however, is when she lis-
tened to music - any kind of
music - she couldn't help but visu-
alise the music and walk to the
beat. 

Hayet decided to put this
vision into action and the 
22-year-old Aurora-based film-
maker is showcasing her stop-
motion animation "Water
Conservation" in the 2012 York
Region Multimedia Film Festival. 

"Water Conservation" was
one of 12 short films, selected
from a field of over 40 entries,
screened at the Aurora Cultural
Centre on Thursday evening. The
three minute feast for the eyes is
intended to teach youngsters of
the importance of saving water. A
family of four, as Hayet's narrator
creatively describes in her film,
can save enough water over a
year to fill an Olympic-sized
swimming pool by simply not run-
ning the tap while brushing their
teeth.

"I was really concerned about
water, and nature, and being at
peace with yourself," said Ms.
Coghlan, a native of Mexico, who
settled in Aurora three years ago.
"In some way I also wanted to
show my brother how much
water he wasted!"

Ms. Coghlan said in the lead
up to putting her film together,
she took more than three thou-
sand photographs over a month
for the three minute piece.
Everything, she said, had to be
timed so she and production
partner - and musical composer -
Nathan Vanderweilen had to
record the audio, and coordinate
the timing for each scene so it
would fit in the exact length of the
photos.

It may be a laborious process,
but for Ms. Coghlan, stop motion
animation is the achievement of a
dream.

"I believe that animation is a
more reachable medium," she
said. 'Sometimes you can talk
about subjects that are more
taboo. It is easier to show some-
thing that is more difficult to

explain in animation because
you can just do crazy things and
it is more graphic, I believe. Plus,
I also really like illustration and
drawing and that is kind of a way
to express what I want to say.

"Sometimes you would think
that a filmmaker would be a very
social person but not everyone
has that easygoing thing to deal
with people. When you become
an animator it is mostly you and
your thoughts and your work,
and sometimes you have people
who collaborate with you. It's
great having people help you."

As a young filmmaker, her
days of being someone merely
interested in animation and films
before plucking up the courage
to make that leap forward and
pursue it as a career are still
fresh in her mind. To budding

artists that may be ready to
make that leap, she said do not
be afraid to take the plunge -just
get a camera and shoot!

"Most people think it is very
technical or think there are things
that would be really hard, but my
advice is just to take a camera,
shoot, and eventually when you
finish high school and you really
like it, and think you can do this
as a more professional career,
just go for it! 

"Just go to school if you want
to. Sometimes you don't need to
go to school to make films, it is
more about the action. It is more
about the passion and the story
you want to tell."

"Water Conservation" can 
be viewed online at
youtu.be/tfNP_E7qd5c.

Aurora Filmmaker Hayet Coghlan has a passion for stop motion animation.
She is showcasing this passion in the York Region Multimedia Film Festival,
which will wrap up next month. Her film, “Water Conservation”  shows how
much water families can save with just a few lifestyle changes.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir



he made it one night
when he found himself
really struggling with bad
memories. 

He couldn't sleep but
felt compelled to get up,
turn on PowerPoint, get
his thoughts down on the
screen, and post it
anonymously on YouTube.
Thousands of hits later, it
is now in the film festival.

"It was amazing to me
because it gave me
strength and made me
sad at the same time -
strength that there were

other people and I wasn't
alone, and sad because I
wasn't alone and this was
still going on in our com-
munity," he said of his
video's success. "I want-
ed to speak out against
the abuse and the effects
and see if we can wipe it
out."

The 2012 Closing Gala
and Awards Ceremony for
the York Region
Multimedia Film Festival
will be held at the
Newmarket Community
Centre & Lions Hall on
Tuesday, June 5.
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FINAL CLEARANCE FINAL CLEARANCE 

SaleSale
 USED BOOKSR&R

Saturday & Sunday

May 26 & 27 

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

9 am - 2 pm 

BOOKS • BOOKSHELVES • SUNDRIES
usedbooksaurora@gmail.com

119 Allenvale Drive, Aurora 

A & F Hair Elite
“Welcome 

Back 
Teresa!”

“Welc
Bac

Teres
In the Aurora Shopping Centre next to No Frills 

14800 Yonge St. Aurora, Ont. L4G 1N3  •  Tel: 905-727-6212
~Since 1970~

Barbershop & Hairstyling

From page 26

Arts & Culture

Awards Gala
on June 5

The Aurora Seniors’ Centre will hold their annual
“Dog and Mutt Show” on June 9. The show is not
just for members of the Seniors’ Centre but open to
all Aurora residents and their mutts. Getting ready
for their close-ups are, above, Jennifer Hawke with
Aeme, Maureen Munsch with Daisy, Fran Drover
with Harley, George Woolley with Nellie and Janet
Beattie with Burt.       Auroran photo by David Falconer

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...
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Where do you invest today?  Stocks?
Oh No !!!  Bonds 1%  Inflation 2%  Under
the mattress?

An extensive investigation by Money
Magazine found that well done landscaping
can return 100 to 200 % when selling a
house.  It also increases sales appeal (it is
the first impression) and speeds
the sale.  By comparison the
same article found that kitchen
remodeling returns 75 to 125 %
and bathroom remodeling returns
20 to 120 %.

How much is a good invest-
ment?  Figure 10% of the value of
your house.  About 4% in the
front and the rest in the back.  If
you bought for $ 750,000.00 that’s $
30,000.00 in the front and $ 45,000.00 in
the back.  

Here’s what the experts say:
Landscape investments are recovered

fully, and sometimes doubled, via increas-
ing real estate values. Wall Street Journal

Landscaping could add up to 15 per cent
to a home’s value. National Association of
Realtors president Walt McDonald of
Riverside, Calif., says “When people ask me
how they can get strong interest in their
property, I always tell them to fix up their

landscaping.” Smart Money
It (landscape design and installation) 

offers the best return on investment of any
home improvement you can make. Money
Magazine

In a recent Gallup research project,
home buyers revealed they think landscap-

ing adds 14.87 per cent to a
home's selling price.

So landscaping makes 
economic sense. 

BUT the real return is the 
enjoyment of your life and living
space - having fun with family, 
socializing with friends, and
relaxing outdoors.  It’s your home
and you probably spend more

time there than anywhere else. 
“Do what you can, with what you have,

where you are.”  -Theodore Roosevelt  
It’s our motto.

More next week on “well done”  
landscaping.    

Aurora Landscape Contractors has been
building beautiful landscapes in this area for
35 years. 

For design and quotation of your next
project, contact Al Trimble B.L.A.  O.A.L.A.
at 905 888-9500 or auroraland-
scape@gmail.com    

Here’s a Money Making Tip for
You...But Shhhhhhhh!!!!!!!

“Do what you can,
with what you have, 

where you are.”  

-Theodore Roosevelt 

It’s our motto.

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Advertorial

Arts Café is one last fundraiser

which will also be a fundraiser for the local
charity. 

"The students were very enthusiastic,"
said Cathy Gross of GranAurora. "This was
something they believed in and felt they
could partake in. The money will be sent to
the Stephen Lewis Foundation in Toronto
and they have projects that are proposed
into their office every month. They choose
projects they feel are good to support in
Africa and it goes towards helping an
African project."

This money will be going towards school
uniforms and supplies for the kids being
raised by their grandmothers.

"This will help them get educated
because they need the school uniforms to
go to school," said Isabelle. "They cost eight
dollars, so now they will be able to afford
lots of school uniforms."

From Ms. St. Pierre's perspective, the
response from both the school and the
wider community has been "tremendous" for
the penny drive as well as reinforcing to kids
"and back to their families that every little bit
makes a difference."

"The value of a penny might not seem
like much, but collectively when everyone is
pulling together it makes a tremendous dif-
ference. I think the children have seen that
their efforts have made a difference and in
talking to their families...I think it has rippled
out into the families and communities."

The success of the initiative appears to
be the school's philosophy toward students
in action. The school, said Ms. Pierre, seeks
to teach students to demonstrate "charac-
ter" in all aspects of their school life, as well
as acting as local and global citizens. Their
choir, for instance, has participated in a pro-

gram called "Voices for Africa" and even has
a portrait of Nelson Mandela on the wall
down the hall for some daily inspiration. 

"We're looking not just for self-directed
learners but self-directed young citizens
who are wanting to participate in communi-
ty life and make a difference in their commu-
nity and global community," said Ms. St.
Pierre. "We will continue to encourage, not
necessarily a penny drive, but any ideas
that students come forward with that they
are able to articulate their plan of how they
want to realise their goal and it is reason-
able, manageable, and for the greater good.
I think that is the point of education.

"We encourage character development
because we aren't just striving for academic
achievement, although that is obviously our
first goal of education, but it has to be cou-
pled with character development as well so
that we realise the positive outcomes of
society."

Indeed this initiative instilled in the girls
what it means to have a reasonable plan for
their initiative that was well managed and
they seem to have passed with flying
colours. They went from classroom to class-
room explaining their plans to their fellow
students, collected the pennies themselves
in specially prepared jars, bought the paper
sleeves and rolled the pennies themselves -
the only thing Ms. St. Pierre had to do was
drive roll upon roll to the bank as they rolled
in - and kept the campaign fresh in students
minds with regular announcements.

When they spoke to The Auroran on
Thursday, they had just made their final
pitch to students.

"[The best announcement] was the one
we did today to say thank you to everyone
who helped make this a success," they said.

From page 3

milk.

For me, the humiliation was unbearable. I

stopped using the food bank many years ago,

but the feelings, unlike some of the food on

the shelf at my local food bank, is still fresh.

I am not knocking the value of food banks.

We've been forced to use them - and we are

lucky to have them. In my case, I?don't know

what I would have done without it at that time

in my life. And therein lies the very root of the

problem: a cycle of dependence with no end

in sight through the current system.

The Freedom 90 movement is the first

step in ending the problems faced by

Canadians who can't feed their families. No

one wants a hand-out, and no one should

ever go hungry.

Creating a "food portion" on social assis-

tance cheques is the Freedom 90 message.

Let people think for themselves, eat what they

want and ultimately feed their children without

fear or shame. 

We can't change what we don't acknowl-

edge. On the issue of hunger, the problem will

not go away by tossing stale bread and 

dented cans at our neighbours. People are

going hungry and the people that are trying to

help them should be enjoying their retirement.

If you've never been touched by hunger, or

had to use a food bank, good for you. Being

grateful that you're unaffected isn't an

acknowledgment of the problem. Supporting

Freedom 90 is.

From page 10

The Hunger Games
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Tyler David Construction 
COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL
DAVID PAPPAS 
Senior Field Representative
Business: 416-723-4390

 

Get all the details — and everything you want from your mortgage.

Visit a branch or Meridianmortgage.ca

Imagine that.

Smile.
A better mortgage 
rate with all the

 s and s

2.85% 5-year 
rate

*

*APR. O.A.C. Sample rate only. This is the rate for a variable, closed mortgage with a term 

of 5 years. Rates are subject to change without notice. Some conditions apply. Interest is 

calculated semi-annually, not in advance. Visit us at meridianmortgage.ca to learn more. 

AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL LCBO
HOCKLEYBEER.CA

CRAFT BREWERS
DO IT BETTER.
WE DO IT BEST.

FAN MAN

 
Tuesday –Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

www.thefanman.ca

on “FANS AND LIGHTING” 
New UPHOLSTERY LINE 

and FURNISHINGS, 
with a designer on staff. 

“Wow”
Has never been easier! 

Introducing Lavie by Design Interiors 
Phone for an Appointment 

AMAZING DEALS 

Aurora students honoured by Board
By Brock Weir

Two Aurora students
were among 24 recently
honoured by the York
Region District School
Board for their success. 

Chen Liu of Northern
Lights Public School and
Katie Toogood, a student at
Aurora High School, and
former Auroran Athlete of
the Week, were honoured
amongst the 24 - selected
from over 119,000 students
throughout the York Region
District School Board for
their efforts.

"Celebrating Student
Success recognizes the
success of our students, the
contribution of our teachers
and staff to student success
and the role of parents and
families in achieving student
success," said Ken
Thurston, Director of
Education of the York
Region District School
Board. "The 24 students
selected for this award are
representative of the many
student leaders in York
Region.

The School Board's
Student Success strategy is

focused on the interests,
strengths, and overall
engagement of students.
Celebrating Student
Success highlights "exem-
plary York Region District
School Board students who
are representative" of the
entire York Region student
body, according to the
Board.

" T h e  o b j e c t i v e s
of Celebrating Student
Success are to recognize
the success of YRDSB stu-
dents; to recognize the role
of YRDSB teachers and
staff in achieving student
success; to recognize the
contributions of par-
ents/family to student suc-
cess; and to support the
Ministry of Education's
'Education Week' initiative,"
said the Board.

Student engagement
both within and outside the
school is exemplified by
Katie Toogood. The Grade
12 AHS student is a “jill-of-
all-trades” in her school
community as president of
their athletic Council and
she also runs their volun-
teer association, which
helps students find opportu-

nities in completing their
community service hours. 

Giving back, is some-
thing she said she has
always tried to do and incor-
porate into her daily life.

"I have become involved
as much as I can in my
school as well as my com-
munity," said Katie. "I guess
that is the reason I kind of
stood out at my school for
the teachers to nominate
me because of what I have
done there over the years,
and that is why I was select-
ed by the board."

This drive to give back to
AHS started in Grades Nine
and 10 joining various 
councils, committees, and
clubs as the years pro-
gressed, eventually evolv-
ing into leadership roles.
She has expanded her
school involvement into
Aurora on a larger scale,
organizing 100 AHS stu-
dents to participate in
Aurora's Relay for Life, the
annual fundraiser for the
Canadian Cancer Society.
She said one of her biggest
inspirations to get involved
is to see how her actions
truly affect people. 

Citing one AHS student
who just completed their
battle with cancer, she said
she was inspired to see how
moved her fellow student
was after learning of the 
students' Relay efforts, and
she derives that same inspi-
ration from the smaller
things, like seeing how an
event can even help a stu-
dent make a new friend. 

"That is my greatest moti-
vation to continue," she said.
"I'm not going out and
changing the world, but
every contribution counts,
and it's small things at a
time."

Watch next week's 
edition of The Auroran for an
interview with Chen Liu. 

Aurora students Chen Liu (Northern Lights Public School) and Katie Toogood (Aurora High School) were
recently honoured by the York Region District School Board, celebrating Student Success.

Photos by the York Region District School Board.

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030
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Enter the Uncover the Secrets 
Contest. You could win a 
Secrets of Summer Prize Pack 
worth $5,000*!

Make this your summer of fun exploring and enjoying 

the Central Counties with family and friends! 

The Central Counties are a tourist region like no other. 

A stone’s throw from Toronto, and a short trip from just 

about anywhere else.

Uncover full contest details at 

uncoverthesecrets.ca

*No purchase necessary. Closes May 31/12 at 11:59:59 p.m. ET. Open to all legal residents of Ontario who: (i) have reached the age of majority in the province of Ontario at the time of entry; and (ii) reside (as at the start of the 
Contest Period) in a specifi ed postal code zone. Enter online and full rules (including a complete list of specifi ed postal code zones) at uncoverthesecrets.ca. One prize available to be won (ARV: $5,000.00 CDN). Odds depend 
on the number of eligible entries. Skill-testing question required.

Have you 
discovered 

Ontario’s best 
kept secret?

Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

Incumbent Newmarket-
Aurora MPP Frank Klees
received the confidence of
local Progressive
Conservatives last week
after being once again
named the local PC candi-
date. 
Mr. Klees, pictured above
with his wife Jaine, held
court for friends, family,
and supporters at Aurora's
St. Andrew's Golf Course
on Tuesday evening where
he was officially handed
the PC banner by support-
ers to carry during the next
provincial election - and
during a minority parlia-
ment that can happen at
any time now.
Mr. Klees said he was
"honoured" and "gratified"
to once again receive the
nomination.
"I am honoured to contin-
ue representing our com-

munity by being out front
every day to promote pos-
itive ideas to tackle
McGuinty's spending and
jobs crisis," said Mr.
Klees.
"We've made a series of
strong, principled propos-
als that would create hope
and jobs for more than
500,000 Ontarians looking

for jobs and put our
province on the path to
recovery, which McGuinty
continues to ignore as his
budget puts Ontario on
the road to a $30 billion
deficit."
Mr. Klees was first elected
in 1995.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Gift of Life founders receive 
“tremendous” response

By Brock Weir 

When local organ donors, recipients, and
their families launched the York Region Gift of
Life Association last month, they hoped to raise
not just awareness of organ donation, but ulti-
mately the number of registered donors
throughout the Region.

At the April launch at Aurora’s Town Hall,
politicians from all levels of government joined
the donors and recipients in criticising the com-
parative lack of support residents of York Region
have shown towards organ donation. They
described it as “moderate at best” with donations
reaching a high of 30 per cent in East
Gwillimbury to a low of eight per cent in
Richmond Hill.

Founded in part by Aurora’s Bruce Cuthbert
and Georgina’s Alycia Van Veen, the York
Region Gift of Life Association has a goal of
achieving a 50 per cent donation rate across
York Region.

“Research tells us that when families were
presented with the knowledge that their loved
one has registered to be an organ and tissue
donor, 90 per cent of the time the family will fol-
low through with their wishes,” said Ms. Van
Veen, whose father was an organ donor.
“However, if a family has not been made aware
of their loved one’s wishes, only 50 per cent of
the time will they follow through with a donation,
which is a drastic decrease. This is why it is so
crucial for us to share our wishes with our fami-
ly and friends and register our consent.”

It has been just over a month since the
launch, and since then – and through the efforts
of many community events throughout the
Region – organizers have received “tremen-
dous” feedback from the initiative, according to
Bruce Cuthbert. Having made many media
appearances on the launch – including Our
Town with Alison Collins-Mrakas (which can be
viewed at www.theauroran.com) and Rogers TV
– they are increasingly being greeted with peo-
ple who have changed their minds or taken the

long-planned initiative to sign up, inspired by this
group.

“I have had people come up to me at [local
coffee shop] On The Bean and start talking to
me about it,” said Mr. Cuthbert. “One couple
came up to me and said they would do it but
they were too old. That is one of the misconcep-
tions. I went home and got them a registration
form.”

While Mr. Cuthbert said they can’t generate
an exact number of donations received as a
result of the Gift of Life launch, the feedback
received so far indicates that it is on the rise.

“We do know we’re making progress simply
for the number of people that talk to us, but to
quantify it, we really couldn’t do that,” he said.
“[Awareness] is what it is all about. Organ dona-
tion in general has skyrocketed because of the
exposure that recent double-lung recipient
Helene Campbell [has brought to the situation]
from her tweeting with Justin Bieber and Ellen
Degeneres.

“We don’t know when we speak who actual-
ly goes out and does something, but one of the
things we do at the different places we go is take
an electronic method of registering and take
forms for people who don’t have health cards
and can’t do it online. We have a locked box
where they can fill out the forms, seal the enve-
lope, and put it in, then we take that locked box
to Trillium Gift of Life. We have that at every func-
tion we do.”

If you’re ready to sign up as an organ donor,
or want to learn more about filling out your reg-
istration, there are a number of upcoming oppor-
tunities to meet with representatives of the York
Region Gift of Life Association, including a booth
at the Aurora Street Festival on Sunday, June 3,
2012 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Georgina Mini
Marathon on Saturday, June 16 from 8 a.m. to
10.30 a.m. the Whitchurch-Stouffville Strawberry
festival on Saturday, June 30, and Bradford’s
Carrotfest on Saturday, August 18.

Fo r  more  i n fo r ma t i on ,  v i s i t
www.yrgiftoflife.ca.
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All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

12998 Keele Street at King Road, King City, Ontario

Hogan’s Inn

ROOFTOP
HEATED
PATIO
now

FIRST IN CANADA 
to offer our guests in 

 open!

  new
MIXOLOGIST!

BRAND NEW 
SUMMER COCKTAILS! 

COURTYARD
PATIO coming soon!

Tallboy Thursdays!
Call today to book your Communions  
and Graduation Parties at Hogan’s !

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

www.tholiver.com  905.727.4258
Service You Can Trust. Since1924

NOW ON!NOW ON!
Call for detailsSale Sale 

Pre-Season Air Conditioner 

June 11 Monday to
Thursday June 28-29  

July 2 & 3

905-726-4132

The Driver Training
Course that Helps

Parents Sleep
Nights!

Registration doesn’t reflect reality of basement apartments
By Brock Weir

The number of registered second suites in Aurora homes doesn't
match reality, according to some Councillors encouraging homeown-
ers to step up and register basement apartments on their properties.

The discussions came out of last Tuesday's General Committee
meeting where Councillors approved a number of changes to the
Town's existing "second suites" bylaws including establishing mini-
mum parking requirements, minimum floor areas, and ensuring that
under most conditions there is only one entrance to second suites to
maintain "the character of an existing neighbourhood."

According to a report to Council by Techa van Leeuwen, Aurora's
Director of Bylaw Services, Aurora has 211 registered two-unit hous-
es which existed before 1995, prior to the passage of the second
suites bylaw. Since the legislation was passed, however, the Town has
only registered 31 additional units. 

"Although owners of two-unit houses that were occupied prior to
November 16, 1995, or the owners of any legally existing two-unit
houses are not required to register their units (pursuant to the plan-
ning act) a change is proposed to the registration fee schedule to
exempt owners of these existing two-unit houses from paying the reg-
istration fee should they choose to register their units with the Town,"
said Ms. van Leeuwen. 

It is this fee schedule, however, that caused a number of questions
to be raised at the Council table, particularly if the costs were a hin-
drance for second suite owners to come forward and have their units
registered and assessed.

"It just seems to me that [211] doesn't reflect what is actually occur-
ring in our Town," said Councillor John Abel. "I would think that would
be a lot higher. When I look in the paper I see a lot of 'shared accom-
modations'  in Aurora."

He questioned if there was a game plan to monitor and enforce
registration and Ms. van Leeuwen said her department responds to
any complaints and enquiries and takes all necessary steps to rectify
the situation. They don't, however, have the resources to knock on
doors all over Town. There is a registration fee of $150, she added,
simply for registration, and that does not include any building permits
a homeowner might have to invest in to get their suites up to code.

"That might explain why people aren't coming in and registering,"
said Councillor Abel.

Councillor Evelyn Buck added that she didn't think anyone around
the table was "fooling themselves" into believing that there were real-

ly only 211 second suites across Town. She said, however, the only
thing that would be accomplished by putting bylaw officers in a posi-
tion to enforce registration requirements would be a lot of tenants
evicted from the suites "that couldn't possibly meet the standards
required under the zoning bylaw.

"There isn't any solution to the problem because a lot of the peo-
ple living under the houses would lose their homes [and so would the
people upstairs] because they are using the rent from the basement
apartment to pay the mortgage," she said.

During discussions last week, Councillor Gaertner suggested that
fees be waived to encourage people to come forward and register
their units. Staff time, she said, would be needed but everything need-
ed to be done to "ensure people come forward to check for safety.

"[What is important] is ensuring the health and safety standards of
the building code and the fire codes are met for the people living in
those secondary suites which are hopefully more affordable," said
Councillor Gaertner. "[The intent of the report coming back] was to
see if there was any way to force the registration for second suites
because informing the public is good and encouraging registration is
good, but protecting the people that live in these suites is really impor-
tant."

The idea to completely waive the fees, however, gained very little
traction at the table.

"I don't think waiving the fee would do anything for the potential
renter," said Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. "It would save the person building
the suites, but I don't think there is anything to gain from it."

Changes to the second suites bylaw come up for final approval at
Council this week.

It’s a matter of “need” vs. “want” for Wellington reconstruction
By Brock Weir

York Region is set to begin a new phase of reconstruction on
Wellington Street West this week, but when it comes to what
Aurora is going to do to spruce up the landscape it is going to
come down to needs versus wants.

Councillors are poised to approve a $634,530 plan at Council
on Tuesday which would see the area transformed to be a more
attractive "gateway" to Aurora. The plan consists of new concrete
sidewalks on the south side of Wellington from MacLeod Drive to
Bathurst Street and on the north side from MacDonald Drive to
McLeod, coloured concrete shoulder strips in select locations,
and new and revamped centre medians, including new flag and
banner poles.

And just in case you want to see all the new changes in the
dark, 21 existing street lights will be replaced with new "decora-
tive street lights and banner arms." 

At the moment, however, it is unclear whether the Region of
York will cover 50 per cent or 33 per cent of the reconstruction
costs through its municipal Streetscaping Partnership, and it is
this uncertainty - despite the likelihood that, according to Ilmar
Simanovskis, Aurora's Director of Infrastructure, the Region
would only spring for a third - that caused some members of
Council to evaluate the Town's needs versus Council's wants
before proceeding further.

"There are some things I would approve if I knew 50 per cent
was going to be paid for, but if I knew only 33 per cent was being

paid for then I would take it out of the plan," said Councillor Wendy
Gaertner. 

For Councillor Evelyn Buck, the evaluation of needs versus
wants, largely came down to sidewalks and "active transporta-
tion." She questioned the wisdom of having sidewalks on
Wellington all the way up to Bathurst and if there was enough
pedestrian activity in the area to justify it.

Consideration should be made, she said, with linking 
sidewalks to trails and investigating a bicycle path rather than a
sidewalk. A bike path, she argued, would make more sense along
a well-travelled road like Wellington and also provide a way for
pedestrians to get around on foot. She also added that the east
side of Aurora should be prioritised over the west in this regard.

"I don't see the west as having the same priority as the east,"
she said. "That is where all the high-density development has
taken place, that is where the residential development is 
happening and is going to happen.

"There's no indication that much of that is in the books for the
west side of Aurora. I am thinking of the struggle we've had to per-
suade the Region that underpasses to get people back and forth
from the north to the south on Wellington Street and St. John's
Sideroad, where it is needed, is where my priority would be. If this
wasn't a lot of money, I could see spending a little money to 
augment, but I don't see it as a necessary investment. There are
not enough people to enjoy it."

The suggested emphasis on looking to install bike paths
rather than sidewalks, however, raised questions from

Councillors, including Councillor Gaertner, on the Region's stance
on such a plan. The Region is re-evaluating the use of on street
bike lanes as part of its pedestrian and cycling master plan. 

"The Region has made the decision as of last year not to 
proceed with any more on-street pedestrian or bike lanes until 
further study," said Mr. Simanovksis. "Essentially they're not going
to be providing any on-street bike lanes for this project. We don't
have any room in our corridor to provide anything wider than 
normal sidewalks in certain areas which could accommodate bike
paths but would not be an official bike path."

As for the replacement light fixtures and a failed proposal to
add additional light fixtures onto the bill, these two were under
scrutiny on whether they would be, in Councillor Chris Ballard's
words,  "nice-to-haves" rather than "need-to-haves."

"I believe they are nice to have," replied Mr. Simanovskis. "The
lighting that is there right now is adequate, but having lighting on
both sides of the street to create that gateway feel that is 
currently on the larger hydro poles is there. It's not going to be as
attractive, but putting them on both sides of the road will create
that balance."

"If [the illumination is simply decorative and won't improve area
lighting] I am not in favour of spending any money on this," added
Councillor Gaertner. "I agree with Councillor Buck - I want to put
my money into things we really need versus want. I haven't heard
anyone complain to me on how that strip looks."

If Council approves their recommendation this week, the 
project will go forward less the recommended eight new 
decorative street lights and banner arms. Staff, however, will be
asked to look at pre-wiring the area for any potential future 
installation of these poles if the need arises.
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The Residences of Spring Hill prides itself in having one of theThe Residences of Spring Hill prides itself in having one of the
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