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Fully Assembled Fully Assembled

Re-enactors from the Queen’s York Rangers fire a salute with their muskets to Lieutenant-
Governor David Onley, who watched the spectacle unfold from the doorway of the Aurora
Cultural Centre with his wife Ruth Ann. The Vice Regal Couple, inset, were in Town on
Wednesday for the second annual Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe’s Levee for the Queen’s York
Rangers. For more on the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit, turn to page 13.

Auroran photos by David Falconer

Aurora’s main post office 
could close its doors

By Brock Weir

Aurora's main post office could
soon close its doors.

Some residents were dismayed
on Tuesday when a notice popped
up at the retail desk of the Canada
Post location on Wellington Street,
just east of Yonge Street, informing
customers Canada Post was
"proposing" to close that location.

"Customers will be well served
by the many post offices located
within a short distance of this loca-
tion," said Canada Post on the
notice. "Currently there are a total
of six post offices within five kilo-
metres of this location. Most of
these post offices offer convenient
hours of operation so that we can
continue to provide local residents
and businesses with convenient
and accessible postal service."

While customers are encour-
aged to contact Canada Post with
their concerns, some residents
have already expressed frustration
with the proposal.

"There is quite enough closed

in beautiful Downtown Aurora at
the moment," said Annabel Black,
who lives nearby and is a frequent
customer at the Wellington and
Yonge Location. "If that closes we
lose the tax revenue and there are
plenty of seniors who walk to that
post office. When we [go in to buy
stamps] when we're finished
there's always somebody behind
us, so I can't think that it is not
being used. I have talked to the
churches in downtown Aurora and
they all use that post office and
churches do plenty of mailings."

Ms. Black added she did not
take any consolation with Canada
Post's note that there were other
locations within a 5 km radius.

"There's a post office over at
Shopper's Drug Mart at Bayview
and Hollandview Trail and that is a
new post office, so what are they
doing opening up a new one when
they have a perfectly good one on
Wellington Street? The variety
stores at the north and south ends
of Town would require a person

Residents celebrate Hillary
House’s 150th anniversary

By Brock Weir

Over 200 Aurorans young and old
came out on Saturday to mark the
150th anniversary of Aurora's national
historic site.

The venerable Hillary House was
built for Dr. Walter Geikie in 1862. Geikie
was the first of four doctors serving
Aurora, King Township, and the village
of Whitchurch over the next decades,
including two doctors from the Hillary
Family, who left their name on the goth-
ic revival landmark.

After the Aurora Historical Society
acquired Hillary House in the early
1980s, the Hillary Family continued to
occupy the residence until 1992 and
since that time it has welcomed scores
of residents through its doors.

But Saturday's birthday celebrations

marked not only the building's past, but
also lay the groundwork for its future as
a focal point for local heritage.

"This has exceeded all our expecta-
tions," said Suzanne Reiner, President
of the Aurora Historical Society. "I hope
that now a lot of the people who weren't
aware of Hillary House now see the
exhibits and really connect with the fam-
ily and medical practice and Aurora in
the 1900s. I hope they feel a different
appreciation for our heritage values and
really start to think about how we can
preserve history and see that history is
valuable."

Indeed, that message did not seem
to be one that was lost on the crowds fill-
ing Hillary House's south lawn. There,
and in the grounds surrounding the
house, visitors were treated to local

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 26
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COMING EVENTS

TUESDAY, MAY 22
Local artists will gather at Bonsai Hill tonight for an evening

of poetry and music. It is the one year anniversary of the meet-
ing of local talent at the tea shop located on Yonge Street just
north of Wellington and this evening's talents include musicians
Aaron Morris of "The Manatee Band", the band Me & The Infinite
Lovely, Mark Manner, Justin Tamane, and Ryan Webb, percus-
sionist Jamie Persaud, and poets Luleta Brown, Deborah L.V.
Campo, Stephanie Davidson, Sterling Dillinger, Billy Ferguson,
Susana Lucia, Linda Squires, Dierdre Tomlinson, and Malcolm
Watts. There will be an open mic for guest poets. The evening
gets underway at 7 p.m. and performances start at 7.15. For
more information, call 905-751-0737.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
The Aurora Garden Club invites you to hear Jack Kent from

The Potting Shed speak on "More Grasses Than You Think".
Start time is 8.00 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North. Its Youth Group will meet at 6.30 p.m.
to create a Miniature Garden. For those of you that saw the Club
at the Aurora Home Show, you can use your Get In Free pass
for this meeting or visit www.gardenaurora.com for future events
or contact 905-713-6660 for further info.

* * * *
The Rotary Club of Aurora hosts a Golf Tournament this

morning at the Westview Golf Club. 11 a.m. tee off time. $125
includes lunch, dinner, golf, and cart. $100 hole sponsorship
opportunities available. For more information or to register,
please contact the Rotary Club of Ontario at 905-841-1352 or
email info@rotaryaurora.ca.

FRIDAY, MAY 25
The Wunderbroads host a Progressive Euchre Night to End

Women's Cancers this evening at 7.30 p.m. (game play starts at
8 p.m.) at The Shed -- 600 Stonehaven Ave., Newmarket (just
off Bayview Ave., 1 km north of St. John's Sideroad). Please join
us for a fun night of progressive euchre and games.$25 per per-
son. Ticket price includes euchre play and light meal. Lots of
prizes to be won. 50/50, raffle and other fun games. Cash bar
available. To purchase tickets email: thewunder-
broads@hotmail.com or call 905-717-4049. All money raised
supports the fundraising efforts of the Wunderbroads walking
team participating in the Weekend to End Women's Cancer,
benefiting the Princess Margaret Hospital. www.endcancer.ca

* * * *
Aurora's Trinity Anglican Church hosts a concert featuring

soprano Irene Ilic and pianist Barry Peters tonight at 7.30 p.m. at
the Church, 79 Victoria Street. Tickets are $20 with a reception
to follow. For more information, call 905-830-6932.

SATURDAY, MAY 26
The Aurora Cultural Centre is pleased to present an elegant

Afternoon Tea and Tea talk this afternoon from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
at Brevik Hall, 22 Church Street. The event includes a heritage
lecture on the history of tea hosted by Ingrid Folkers, certified tea
sommelier, speaker, and chef, plus a guided tour of the Centre
featuring the exhibit Partners: In Collaboration, door prizes cour-
tesy of Aurora businesses and more. Tickets to the event are
now on sale for $40 and can be purchased by calling the Aurora
Cultural Centre at 905-713-1818. Proceeds will help support
educational projects, cultural programs, free public exhibitions
and events year-round at the Aurora Cultural Centre.

* * * * 
The Aurora Garden Club will be hosting its annual Plant

Sale at the Aurora Public Library on Yonge Street from 9 a.m. to
12 noon. This not-to-be-missed event will feature hardy perenni-
als from members' gardens as well as a variety of unusual nurs-
ery plants. Cash or cheque and come early for the best selec-
tion. Visit www.gardenaurora.com or call 905-713-6660 for fur-
ther information.

* * * * 
The York Region Walk for Muscular Dystrophy takes place

today at Richmond Green Park in Richmond Hill. Participant reg-
istration begins at 10 a.m. and the walk, wheel and roll begins at
11 a.m. Leading the York Region event will be this year's Walk
Ambassador, Christina Massad, who knows first hand how
important this community event is to families affected by muscu-
lar dystrophy. "We are forming a bond that is unbreakable. We're
all working towards a common goal and this goal is raising
funds," says Christina, who was diagnosed with limb girdle mus-
cular dystrophy at the age of 13. To take part in the York Region
Walk for Muscular Dystrophy or for more information, please visit
www.muscle.ca/walk.

* * * *
Huge Garage Sale & Plant Sale: Christ Evangelical

Lutheran Church, 7 Lacey Court, Aurora, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Come out and check out all the great deals! There is something
for everyone! Plants, baked goods, and raffle tickets will also be
sold. Please no early birds! Bring your own bag for all the items
you will want! For more information, please call Brenda Ernst at
905-895-6392.

SUNDAY, MAY 27
The 2012 Upper Canada Mall Easter Seals 10k Run and 5k

Run & Walk will take place today in a new location - the
Newmarket Riverwalk Commons in Downtown Newmarket and
is expected to draw nearly 1,000 participants. The new venue
located on Doug Duncan Drive offers a beautiful, flat and scenic
run course through Fairy Lake Park and the Tom Taylor Trail
System. For more information visit www.eastersealsrun.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Association's Evergreen Choir, under

the direction of Dr. Richard Heinzle, warmly invite you to attend
their annual Spring Concert, Sing, Smile, Be Happy, to take
place at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way, Aurora,

at 2.30 p.m. Tickets are available at the Centre Reception Desk.
$10 for adults, children are welcome and are free of charge.
Refreshments will be served during the break.

* * * *
Grade 11 Students at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School

will hold an electronic waste collection drive today. For more infor-
mation, email GayleAnn Ball at
gayleanne.ball@yrdsb.edu.on.ca.

MAY 28 - JUNE 2
Carcone's Auto Recycling & Wheel Refinishing will be col-

lecting tires at their 130 Bloomington Road location from May 28
- June 2. Drop off as many tires as you want for free and all
monies made from recycling your tires will be donated to
Sunshine Foundation dreams for kids. The Town that collects the
most tires will be awarded $15,000 worth of tire derived products
for their town parks, courtesy of Ontario Tire Stewardship. Visit
www.carcone.com for more information.

TUESDAY, MAY 29
The "Friends of Scanlon Creek" Committee, a new volun-

teer committee established as an off-shoot of the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority will host an information night this
evening at 7 p.m. at the Bradford Public Library (425 Holland
Street West, Bradford.) Our work has just begun! A  new volun-
teer "Friends of Scanlon" Committee is being established to
guide the continued development and execution of incredible
collaborative work in community environmental education and
stewardship projects at Scanlon. Please join tonight  to learn
more about the "Friends" and how you can become involved as
we work together to ensure a vibrant Scanlon Creek
Conservation Area for our children and grandchildren to enjoy. If
you would like more information, please contact Brenda Winter,
Community Outreach and Project Coordinator at 905-895-1281
ext. 263.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 30
Triple P Parenting Workshop Series  "Positive Parenting

Program: Small changes, big differences" at the Aurora Public
Library. The library, in partnership with community agencies
hosts monthly workshops on a variety of topics that will help
answer your parenting questions. All  meetings, 7.00 p.m. Magna
Room.  Wednesday May 30: Whining and Tantrums (3-8 years).
Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, 905-727-9494 
ext. 275

THURSDAY, MAY 31
Attention experienced shutterbugs and novice photogra-

phers! Aurora Public Library hosts a Camera Club, the last
Thursday of each month.  Swap tips with other photographers
and videographers; topics will include choosing the right camera,
lighting, publishing your photos online.  Free. Tonight at 7 pm in
the Lebovic Room. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk,
905-727-9494, ext. 275.

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
Wesley United Church will be participating in Doors Open -

Whitchurch/Stouffville.  The presentation will focus on the rich
history of the church including former ministers as well as some
past and present veterans who were/are members of Wesley
Church. There will be displays of old photographs, uniforms, arti-
facts, military medals, pins, hats/berets, brief write-ups about the
veterans, & etc. There will be tours of the sanctuary and of the
Pioneer Cemetery where the founding families and some veter-
ans are buried. Veterans who still attend Wesley Church will be
around to talk to & greet visitors. Some families of the veterans
will serve as guides.  Light refreshments will be served. For more
information, email catherine.galbraith@sympatico.ca. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6
June is Seniors Month! Join the Aurora Public Library for tea

and meet author Bernice Copson Bell as she presents A Man of
Vision: Henry William Copson.  She will recount her experience
in researching, and writing this narrative of her great grandfa-
ther's life in King Township with his wife and children in the mid
19th century. Discover this piece of local history.  This afternoon
from 1 - 3 p.m. in the Lebovic Room. Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk, 905-727-9494 ext. 275.

* * * * 
The Aurora Public Library presents Money Talk$ -- A free,

informal discussion group to share ideas and exchange unbi-
ased financial planning information.   7 - 8. 30 p.m. Magna Room,
Aurora Public Library.   Moderator Roger Strong is not affiliated
with any financial institution. There is nothing to be bought or
sold.   Wednesday June 6: Qualities of a Trusted Advisor.  Pre-

register at the Adult Information Desk, 905-727-9494 ext. 275. 
THURSDAY, JUNE 7

Chess in the Library Aurora Public Library hosts a monthly
drop-in Chess Club.  Experienced Chess player or beginner,
come and enjoy playing the game with like-minded players.
Chess sets provided or bring your own!  Space is limited.  18+
Tonight, 6 - 9 p.m. in the Lebovic Room.

SUNDAY, JUNE 10
The Crohn's and Colitis Foundation of Canada will hold its

17th Annual Gutsy Walk (formerly the Heel 'n' Wheel-a-thon)
today in Richmond Hill. The Richmond Hill/Vaughan event will
raise funds for Irritable Bowel Disease research by participants
obtaining pledges from their families, friends, and co-workers.
CCFC invests these funds into research into the causes, cures
and treatments for Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis. For
more information, visit www.gutsywalk.ca, or to find out more
information about CCFC visit www.ccfc.ca.

FRIDAY, JUNE 8
The Canadian Cancer Society hosts Relay For Life Aurora

this evening. Gather 10 - 15 frends, family members or co-work-
ers to register a team and raise money to fight cancer. Walk the
first lap of the Relay for Life in Celebration by joining the
Survivor's Victory Lap, or volunteer to help with the event. Events
get underway tonight at 7 p.m. and lasts throughout the night at
the Magna Campus just off of Wellington Street East. For more
information on how to get involve, visit www.relayforlife.ca/aurora.

SATURDAY, JUNE 9
Family Fun Fair hosted by Christ Evangelical Lutheran

Church, 7 Lacey Court, Aurora, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Come out with
the entire family! Admission to the Fun Fair is free. There is a
nominal fee for some activities. There will be lots of fun activities,
including a petting zoo, pony rides, bouncy barn, face painting,
Meet and Greet with Reptilia, magic show, games, soccer, a
community barbecue and so much more! If you are interested in
volunteering, please call 905-727-3311.

SUNDAY, JUNE 10
The Writers' Community of York Region, the resource for all

things writerly, hosts an opportunity today to network and hear
featured guest speaker: author, playwright, film critic, editor, and
screen writer Sherry Coman at the Aurora Cultural Centre from
12.30 - 3 p.m. Visit ww.wcyork.ca for more information.

FRIDAY, JUNE 15
Classical Pianist Oleg Samokhin will hold a piano recital

tonight at 7.30 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre (22 Church
Street). The program will include music by Liszt, Ravel, Skryabin,
and Prokofiev. Tickets for adults are $30 and $25 for seniors and
students. For more information, call 905-604-6292 or email
waofmusic@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, JUNE 16
The Aurora Historical Society hosts Then and Now: Fashion

Show & Strawberry Tea - an intimate fashion show with a fresh
twist: Victorian era fashions will be presented alongside their
modern counterparts.  It will be held this afternoon from 1 - 4 p.m.
With an outdoor runway situated in the beautiful grounds at
Hillary House, elegant tablescapes with a vintage feel and a
strawberry tea sure to delight the senses, guests are guaranteed
a relaxing afternoon filled with fashion and beauty.  Silent auction
and unique raffle. Tickets $40 for AHS members or $45 per per-
son; groups of 6 may book a table. Limited seating. Please
phone 905-727-8991 or visit www.aurorahistoricalsociety.ca for
more information.

TUESDAY, JUNE 26
The Aurora Public Library presents Freedom from the Fire:

Healing Inflammation with Food. Cancer, diabetes, heart dis-
ease, depression, celiac disease and Alzheimer's have one
thing in common - inflammation.  Join Nutritionist Carol Fazari
and learn her practical step-by-step approach to reclaiming your
health and reducing the inflammation that plagues you.  Tonight
at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room.  Free. Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk, 905-727-9494, ext. 275.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27
Meet National Bestselling author Derek Foster, Canada's

youngest retiree! Derek's investing approach allowed him to
become a millionaire in his 30's-but is simple enough for any 
6-year old to understand.  Take this rare opportunity to learn
these strategies and ask any questions. Also learn some 
little-known tips for securing your retirement from his newest
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APRIL 11 - MAY 30
A Bereavement Support Group for adults experi -

encing the death of a loved one is again being
offered at the Aurora United Church for an eight
week session, from 7 to 9 p.m. beginning
Wednesday, April 11 and ending May 30. There is no
fee for this program. It is non-denominational and is
open to all in the community. For info call Paula at
905-727-2584 or email bereavement@live.ca.

MAY 5 - JUNE 5
Eating Disorders of York Region (EDOYR) pres-

ent the support group Life Without an Eating
Disorder at its central office at 15213 Yonge Street,
Suite 15, Aurora every Tuesday until June 5. The
group is based on the Cognitive Behavioural Therapy
techniques, specifically developed for eating disor-
ders (CBT-E). During this group participants will
learn about various factors that contributed to the
development of disordered eating and later serve as
maintaining mechanisms. EDOYR will construct a
model of your eating disorder, identifying and target-
ing the processes that are maintaining the disor-
dered eating. We will discuss how perfectionism,
self-esteem and interpersonal problems connected
with your eating habits. You will learn how to chal-
lenge and change unhelpful thoughts and behav-
iours. Fee: $60. Group meets from 5 - 6 p.m.

MAY 15 - JUNE 5
Eating Disorders of York Region (EDOYR) will

host a support group with Stephanie Griver each
Tuesday beginning today until June 5. Support for
family and friends is vital in the recovery of a loved
one. A family member or a friend needs to be a
strong, safe and consistent source of support and
needs to take care of themselves in order to do so. It
is good to know that you are not alone when you
experience stress, frustration or anger: an eating dis-
order affects the whole family. Fee:  $40.

MAY 12 - MAY 18
York Regional Police marks National Police

Week with a number of events throughout the
Region. The week kicks off today with an open house
at the Community Safety Village at Bruce's Mill
Conservation Area at 3291 Stouffville Road in
Whitchurch-Stouffville. The day will include exhibits
and demonstrations and kids will even have the
chance to ride miniature cars and have a bike work-
shop. For more information on this and other events
through the week, visit www.yrp.ca.
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TRAFFIC CALMING MEETING

Aurora residents will have a chance to have their say on
traffic calming measures in the Town’s northeast quadrant this
week in a public meeting.

The meeting on the traffic situation will be held this Tuesday,
May 15 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Holland Room at Town Hall.
It comes after extensive public comment both for and against
the traffic calming measures which include street closures,
speed bumps, and the much maligned chicanes to slow the
flow and speed of vehicles trying to use the neighbourhood as
a bypass of the Yonge and Wellington Intersection.

“The Town recently completed a Town-wide survey regard-
ing the traffic calming measures,” said the Municipalit. “The 
survey allowed residents to provide input and identify concerns
regarding the traffic calming measures. Interested residents are
invited to attend a public information [session] to review and 
discuss the findings with Town Staff.

POLICE WARN OF SCAMS

With the true arrival of the springtime weather, York
Regional Police are encouraging residents to be vigilant
against seasonal scams. “Although no recent incidents have
been reported in York Region, members of the public should be
vigilant when obtaining services or purchasing products from a
sales representative who calls your home or attends your front
door unexpectedly,” said the YRP. Police caution residents to
ask for identification from people offering services or products,
ask for a callback number if being solicited by phone, and be
cautious with any information you may be asked to provide.
Police also urge the public to report suspicious incidents to
them for investigation. For more information visit www.yrp.ca.

Briefly
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Newmarket’s Jim Willet
has been named 
“honourary survivor” for
Aurora’s Relay for Life
next month. Mr. Willet
will be on hand for the
June 8 fundraiser for
the Canadian Cancer
Society to share his
story of “war” and 
victory. 

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Honourary Survivor brings story of
“war” to Relay for Life

By Brock Weir

When Jim Willet ran
across the Gobi Desert last
year, he carried along a few
things to keep him going.

Running up to 50 kilome-
tres a day, by the end of the
day you need a bit of motiva-
tion, and these items added
a bit of motivation.

Tagging along with him on
his journey were a note and
his chemo port. While he
symbolically buried his port
in the sand, it is the note that
he turned to after a long day. 

"You can attack me as
much as you want to, but
there are certain things I can
and cannot do to control
that," said Mr. Willet in the
note he wrote to his cancer.
"It's a war more so than it is a
battle sometimes, but this
round I am going to win. I just
want you to know I am as
strong as you are. I am going
to match you every step of
the way and I am stronger
than you can imagine." 

It is this message of "war"
and eventual victory that Mr.
Willet will share with partici-
pants in Aurora's Relay for
Life. With less than a month
to go now before the big
fundraiser to raise money for
cancer research with the
Canadian Cancer Society,
Mr. Willet, a fitness trainer for
Newmarket, has been select-
ed as the event's Honourary
Survivor.

Although hailing from
Newmarket, Mr. Willet began
his journey with Relay for Life
in Aurora last year, forming a
team in advance of his Gobi
Desert trek which managed
to raise $6,500. While the
team has scattered to Relay
events throughout the area,
Mr. Willet said he is glad to
be participating in Aurora this
year in a different way and
"wearing a different hat."

Indeed, Mr. Willet told The
Auroran he owes his life to
the Canadian Cancer
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Society.
"I guess I still have a hard

time grasping being called a
'survivor'," he said. "I have
gone through my entire life
thinking I am a survivor, but
to practically apply it and use
the term 'cancer survivor' is
still sometimes hard to wrap
my mind around. 

"In the latter part of 2009
I decided I wanted to do
some volunteer work and I
wasn't really sure what I was
going to do."

He made a call to the
Canadian Cancer Society
where he and Alex Reil,
Holland River Unit manager
for the Society, they put their
heads together to determine
what would be most useful.
Initially thinking about put-
ting his fitness background
to good use and forming a
running group for cancer
survivors and caregivers, the

Society sent him on a week-
end course where he had an
opportunity to listen to other
people's stories. That was
really the war's opening
salvo.

"Listening to other peo-
ple's stories and getting
checked, I realised I had
symptoms," he said.
"Between my girlfriend and
listening to all these stories
of cancer survivors or people
who have lost loved ones, I
thought I needed to get
checked out.  I got tested
and it turns out they found a
tumour."

Mr. Willet was 36 when
they found colon cancer. He
was fit, he had just finished
running a half-marathon and
was training for another one.
A non-smoker involved in
competitive sports for the
better part of his life, he said
to say cancer came as a

shock to him "would be an
understatement."

"It was the biggest sort of
reality check I ever had and
especially being a guy in his
30s and playing sports, you
sort of have this persona of

Continued on page 30
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Letter to the Editor

Brock’s Banter
By BROCK WEIR

100 Watts 
By CHRISTOPHER WATTS

Unlike some people in this Town, I have never had a problem
with dandelions.

Perhaps I'm fortunate not to be allergic to them, but seeing
the little golden orbs spring up on my lawn is a welcome distrac-
tion from its otherwise weedy, unkempt state. Perhaps I am also
fortunate to have a family of rabbits which breed faster than the
Duggars living under my deck, which make fast work of any dan-
delions that spring up. Most are gone within a couple of days,
having been cut down to size by my outdoor menagerie. 

Dandelions are one of the first, most visible indicators that
spring has indeed sprung, and since governments conspired
together to ban the use of pesticides and herbicides except in
unique circumstances, the humble dandelion has truly entered
its renaissance. 

Some killjoys at Council want to have something on the table
to get the plucky little flowers under control, but to some it's a
matter of now having made your bed, you better lie in it. 

If the resources that kept the "weeds" at bay are now out of
our reach, why not make the best of it?

If you really want to be creative about it, why not celebrate its
resilience?

Newmarket has a garlic festival. Bradford has a carrot festi-
val. If Kleinberg can build a festival around the fast-paced world
of binder twine, Aurora should give serious consideration to a
Dandelion Festival.

Whether tackled by the Town, a collective, or an individual,
this could certainly put the Town on the map. The community
partners are even in place!

Think of the interest that could be generated if the Aurora
Farmers' Market invested the energy they put into a code of con-
duct into creating a prize for the most creative use of the dande-
lion. There could be a contest for how many fluffy dandelion
seeds are in the jar, a prize for the widest flower, a bronze cup
for the largest root...the possibilities are practically endless. 

Local businesses could get in on the act as well. Jonathan's,
for instance, could offer cash money to whomever brought in the
most dandelion leaves to try to set a record for the world's
largest dandelion salad. 

Prideful members of this Town's "creative class" could look
beyond Church Street, and create a whole cottage industry.
Want a new use to the soon to be former Aurora Armoury?
Forget the hops and start up a new brewery for Dandelion Ale.
Hey, it's a direct market for the Jazz Festival's beer garden. With
Aurora's new wine bar, time couldn't be more ripe to turn Collis
Leather into a dandelion wine plant. Although it might be wise to
source the plants from elsewhere in the Town just to be on the
safe side. And let's not forget all the possibilities for dandelion
tea. 

Sounds like yet another golden opportunity to me. 
Or...we could just go old school. 
Our former mayor was a great proponent of the Right to Dry

movement to help facilitate homeowners' abilities to use clothes
lines despite some development-specific restrictions. Perhaps
it's time for the incumbent to petition for the use of livestock. It is,
of course, the safe, natural alternative, and is certainly less
labour intensive than the options above. 

If the rabbits in my yard can keep a small plot of land in
check, think of what livestock-for-hire can do. Not only would it
be quaint to have them roaming our boulevards, but keeping a
ready stock at Scanlon Court to rent out to residents for a few
hours to weed and fertilize their lawns could essentially give the
Town of Aurora a license to print money. 

Or, you know, we could just live with it.
* * * * 

An error in our May 1 article "Hervey Case Discussed at
Council" was pointed out to me early last week by a regular 
reader. While Councillor Gaertner got the ball rolling discussing
the matter at the Council table, it was Councillor Buck who 
directed a question at Town Solicitor Warren Mar.

Candy is dandy, but...

To submit a letter to the editor please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com – deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m. 
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2012 marks the 100th anniversary of the birth of Northrop
Frye, CC FRSC. As one of the world's most influential literary
theorists, Frye saw the studies of language and literature as
being inseparable from free speech.

"Nobody is capable of free speech unless he knows how
to use language, and such knowledge is not a gift: it has to
be learned and worked at.”

Frye painted a battleground between two forms of social
speech, the speech of a mob and the speech of a free 
society. It requires strength, maturity and social imagination
to stand out against the mob.

Follow Christopher on twitter@WattsTrending

This set of W. S. & F Black’s “Patent Cupping Apparatus, Breast Pump, Aspirator, & Stomach Pump”
was issued to Dr. Hillary in the mid-19th century. The cupping set is one of 150 Items for 150 Years now
on display at Hillary House. According to the Aurora Historical Society, “cupping was a practice used
in bloodletting as an alternative to cutting veins, or using leeches, in order to alleviate pain in localized
areas. Two forms of cupping existed – wet and dry. Dry cupping involved the use of air as suction to the
skin whereas wet cupping involved the removal of blood from the body. This cupping kit was used for
relief of cough, cramping, and asthma, and to assist women with breast feeding.”

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Now is not the time for sidewalk construction
To the editor:

Re: "Sidewalks - too much of a good thing?"  (May 8, 2012)

Thank you for the very comprehensive and informative article.
As you pointed out the intent is to get people up on their feet - or,

as Councillor Humfryes put it, to have a community where walking
will become a normal, everyday way of life.

So we shall have to do what it takes to get people walking.
We already know that Aurorans have not exactly taken to the

sidewalks that do exist. What makes us believe that it will be any dif-
ferent when we construct more sidewalks?

What we do know is that people who have walked on trails, recre-
ationally, have come back for more. They enjoy that quality walk envi-
ronment.

As part of the Trails Master Plan study, last year, we also found
that 96 per cent of the people who now do use sidewalks, would
switch to off-road trail alternatives - if they became available. 96 per
cent would switch away from sidewalks!

That should tell us something about where we should invest our
tax dollars, when it comes to infrastructure for pedestrians. 

It is not only in Aurora where we have been told that people
favour trails over sidewalks - but elsewhere as well.  

In Calgary, for instance, where they already have 700 km of trails
- and are going for more.

Even the Region of York has a 2006 Decima Research report
that tells the Region that "pedestrians place a very high value on the
quality of routes and trails". 

And if a visit to Aurora's trails has not convinced you, anybody
who has recently spent any time on Newmarket's downtown section
of the Nokiidaa Trail will have experienced walking crowds there. I
have to acknowledge that Newmarket's Nokiidaa Trail is continuous
across major roads, through the use of underpasses - that makes
the trail even more appealing.

To sum up: the Council discussion that focused on sidewalks
should have focused on how Aurora can increase off-road trails cor-
ridors and connectors, to give more opportunity for walking - before
considering where we must have sidewalks or even other, higher
quality walking environments, such as "pedestrian priority" streets.

One compelling example of where trails could be used instead of
sidewalks would be the much discussed Industrial Parkway, espe-
cially the stretch between Cousins Drive and Mary Street. There is
an opportunity to route a parallel trail off-road, alongside the soccer
fields, in lieu of putting any sidewalks on Industrial Parkway South. 

Aurora is currently re-writing its Transportation Master Plan, with-
out an overarching vision to shift as much traffic as possible to the
non-motorized, active transportation modes.

Maybe Aurora should set aside any construction, and even dis-

cussion, of sidewalks, until after we have had a more comprehen-
sive look at Aurora's overall traffic future.

In that vein, Councillors Gaertner and Buck's motion to refer the
sidewalk policy back to staff was a good start.

One half year or even a year of common sense and solid home-
work might do wonders of what Aurora's pedestrian future will look
like.

For one, shortly we shall have a 'Trails and Active Transportation
Committee' in place, which could be helpful in pointing out a range
of well researched options for increasing Aurora's walkability.

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora
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By STEPHEN SOMERVILLE

Local democracy

Front Porch
Perspective

Canada is making transformational changes to its immigration
system. We want a system that is faster, more flexible - a system that
attracts younger people who can help grow our economy the minute
they arrive in Canada.

Economic Action Plan 2012 highlighted Canada's commitment to
supporting entrepreneurs, innovators and world class research. It
also announced the Government's intention to build a fast and flexi-
ble economic immigration system whose primary focus is on meet-
ing the new and emerging needs of the Canadian economy. This will
include changes to Business Immigration Programs, which will target
more active investment in Canadian growth companies and more
innovative entrepreneurs. Changes to other programs include:

Foreign Skilled Workers (FSW)
Currently, a backlog of 640,000 applications exists, and process-

ing times are at 7 to 8 years. Applicants are processed in order of
receipt, without regard to current labour market needs. Only 3% of
FSW newcomers are skilled tradespersons, despite a projected
shortage of workers in these fields.

Under the 2008 Action Plan for Faster Immigration, Citizenship
and Immigration Canada (CIC) began to limit intake to priority occu-
pations. 

The Department added caps to the number of new applications
in 2010. As a result of these efforts, CIC has reduced the pre-2008
backlog by more than 50%, and the overall FSW inventory by over
25%. However, without further action, some FSW applicants might
have to wait until 2017 for a decision.

Proposed changes to this program include modernizing how
selection is done to better reflect the importance of younger immi-
grants with Canadian work experience and better language skills,
creating a new Federal Skilled Trades program, and modifying the

Canadian Experience Class to better facilitate the transition to per-
manent residence by successful skilled temporary workers. 

New Language Requirements
Prospective citizens would also be required to provide objective

evidence of their language ability with their citizenship applications.
Applicants would be able to demonstrate language ability by submit-
ting a variety of evidence, including the results of approved third party
tests, evidence of completion of secondary or post-secondary edu-
cation in English or French, or evidence of achieving the appropriate
language level in certain government funded language training pro-
grams.

Language is an important component of the successful integra-
tion of immigrants and new citizens. These changes would encour-
age citizenship applicants to ensure that they can speak English or
French when they apply.

Reforming Benefits to Refugees 
Canadians are a very generous people and we have a generous

immigration system. However, we do not want to ask Canadians to
pay for benefits for protected persons and refugee claimants that are
more generous than what they are entitled to themselves.

The Interim Federal Health Program (IFHP) provides temporary
health-care coverage to eligible protected persons, refugee claimants
and others who do not qualify for provincial or territorial health insur-
ance plans. With the current benefit coverage, the cost of the IFHP
grew to $84.6 million in the 2010-2011 fiscal year.

The current IFHP provides basic health-care coverage, similar to
what is provided through a provincial or territorial health insurance
plan, as well as coverage for supplemental health-care services,
including pharmaceutical care, dentistry, vision care and mobility
assistive devices. Most Canadians, however, do not have access to

government-funded supplemental health care.
The reformed program will end the coverage of supplemental

health-care benefits. Medication and immunization may be provided
in cases where there is a risk to public health or public safety. After
the changes are implemented, cost savings are projected to be
about $100 million over the next five years.

These reforms will also take away an incentive from people who
may be considering filing an unfounded refugee claim in Canada.
They will ensure that tax dollars are spent wisely and defend the
integrity of our immigration system at the same time.

Marriages of Convenience
Marriages of Convenience threaten the integrity of Canada's

immigration system. They are being used by some as a quick and
easy route to Canada - when these individuals never intended to stay
with their spouse or partner. While some spouses are duped into
marriage fraud, others are complicit.

A sponsorship bar on sponsored spouses/partners came into
effect March 2, 2012. Now, sponsored spouses/partners will have to
wait five years from the day they are granted permanent 
residence status in Canada to sponsor a new spouse or partner.

Regulations have been proposed for a two-year conditional per-
manent residence for spouses/partners in newer relationships. The
sponsored spouse/partner would have to live together with their
sponsor in a legitimate relationship for two years following receipt of
their permanent resident status in Canada or their status could be
revoked. CIC anticipates bringing this measure into force sometime
later this year.

If you would like to contact me on this or any other issue, please
call 905-953-7515 or email Lois.Brown@parl.gc.ca. I would love to
hear from you.

This writer believes that there are, or have been, four items
affecting our local democracy and for the most part, nothing has
been done to rectify the situations. 

First, back in 2008 then first term Aurora councillor Grace Marsh
resigned her seat. A special council meeting was called and the
Council declared Mrs. Marsh's seat vacant.

At that emergency meeting, town clerk Bob Panizza told
Council that they had three options. Councillors could vote to
appoint a person to Council, take the next finisher from the last elec-
tion or call a by-election.

A motion to fill the seat via a by-election was then defeated after
a 4-4 vote. 

They then appointed John Gallo, who was the runner up from
the 2006 campaign. He finished ninth out of a crowded field of twen-
ty candidates in that election; the top eight are selected.  

I had suggested the following guidelines in an earlier column.
How about in the circumstance where someone who leaves in the
first year of a four-year Trustee or Council mandate, the next place
finisher is appointed. For someone who leaves after year one but
before year three, a by-election is held. For a resignation in the last
year of a four-year term, then appoint someone, with the proviso
that this person cannot seek the same office in the next election.

To the best of my knowledge Council has never put any guide-
lines in place.

This same issue raised its head again a couple of months back
when Aurora-King's new Trustee on the York Region District School

Board was named.
Mr. Peter Adams-Luchowski was appointed by the Board over

eighteen other candidates, including Aurora's Mr. Dave Williams
who finished second in the last Trustee election.

A number of people - including yours truly - were shaking their
heads over why Mr. Adams-Luchowski, who currently resides in
Richmond Hill but is planning to move to King Township, was
appointed to fill a position to represent Aurora-King's interests.

However, a by-election should have been called to replace the
departing Gord Kerr, who resigned in January. I also concur with
Aurora Mayor Dawe's sentiments expressed in this paper a few
months ago when he stated that "The second best thing, in my
opinion, would be to appoint the person who was clearly the sec-
ond place person. Mr. Williams was within 400 votes of winning.
Granted, there were only two candidates and he still garnered
6,000 votes."

Sure, a by-election could cost about $60,000 (my guess). Based
on 55,000 Aurora residents and 25,000 King residents, this works
out to seventy-five cents per person; pretty cheap price to pay for
democracy.

With the term still having over two years to run, it doesn't make
sense to appoint someone, even if the appointed individual has
served as a Trustee in the past. 

Third, Aurora is under represented on York Region Council.
York Region is comprised of nine municipalities (2011 popula-

tion in brackets) - Aurora (55,000), East Gwillimbury (32,000),

Georgina (51,000), King (25,000), Markham (281,000),
Newmarket (87,000), Richmond Hill (191,000), Vaughan (254,000)
and Whitchurch-Stouffville (31,000).

Aurora, East Gwillimbury, Whitchurch-Stouffville and King each
receive one seat, while Georgina and Newmarket receive two
seats, Richmond Hill three seats, Vaughan four seats and
Markham gets five seats.

Aurora, based upon the fact that its current population is greater
than Georgina, should have two seats.

The argument for Georgina having two seats has been due their
inflated summer population; this doesn't make sense to me.

Fourth, the Chair of the York Region Council has always been
appointed by the Mayors and Regional Councillors who sit on the
Council. Mr. Fisch is the public face of York Region, but he is not
elected. 

Mr. Bill Fisch is responsible for a $2B budget, but he never has
to face the people. 

Until now, that is. A Private Member’s bill is being pushed for-
ward at Queen's Park that would see an elected York Region Chair.

I have heard or seen very little comment on most of these mat-
ters from either the Mayor of members of the Council. Pity, as
strengthening our local democracy and its institutions are impor-
tant.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Lois Brown Transforming Canada's
Immigration SystemBy LOIS BROWN 

MP Newmarket-Aurora 
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Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

SHOES DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES- JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Raz & Mae Khamissa, owners of Omar Shoes

14800 Yonge St. • Aurora Shopping Centre • 

SHOES
EST. 1970

to come into Omars Shoes for       a consultation
with their friendly, informed staff.    
                                 .

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

WHERE  GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT

905-727-9391 www.omarsshoes.com

Emily Laser 
T-strap 
Dark Orange 

Emily Laser 
T-strap 

Black

Jaquelle Loop Hole
Sea Blue

Jaquelle Loop 
Hole  –Dark Orange

We confidently sell Rockport 
because of their ultimate comfort and minimal break-in period.

We should have year-round schooling: Reader
To the editor:

In a letter to the
Auroran two years ago I
recommended the book
"Outliers", by Malcolm
Gladwell, as good summer
reading especially for par-
ents. The book is about the
hidden effects of particular
life events (like being born
earlier versus later in the
year) that help people suc-
ceed in life, or hold them

back.
Culturally, the book has

been very impactful and
has been read by thou-
sands around the world.
Here in Canada, threads
of Gladwell's thesis can be
seen in the current
debates around year-
round schooling in British
Columbia. The provincial
government there is enact-
ing legislation that would
eliminate mandatory

school calendars in the
province. As a result,
boards can move ahead to
shorten summer vacation
while adding other breaks
in the school calendar
year. The number of class-
room hours would not
change.

Since it has been going
on for a long time, most
people have no idea why
children in schools across
North America get two

months off in the summer.
You may have, like me,
thought it had something
to do with rural kids need-
ing time to help out on the
farm. 

But a closer look at the
history reveals that sum-
mer is the wrong season
for farm kids (harvest is in
Autumn, planting in
Spring). In his book
Gladwell notes that school
administrators in the

1860's erroneously
reached the conclusion
children needed a long
break in the summer to
ward off mental disorder
caused by over-stimula-
tion. Serendipitously, many
of these same (wealthy)
school administrators were
long in the habit of enjoy-
ing July and August in
summer homes far from
the hot and humid stench
of cities laden with fester-
ing piles of horse manure.
Over time, the two month
summer vacation was
adopted by schools across
Canada.

As the B.C. debates are
proving, there are now
numerous studies that
show clearly that a long
summer break is quite
detrimental to learning
especially for children from
lower income families.
Without the resources to
afford summer programs,
camps or tutors, academi-
cally children from less
privileged families fall fur-
ther behind every year. For

the student population as
a whole there is also a well
know effect called "back-
sliding" where educational
momentum is lost due to
the long break over the
summer. Students then
spend about a month just
catching up in September.
Not a particularly efficient
use of school time.

Like many parents in
Aurora, we have booked
our kids for camps and
programs this summer. But
I know I am not alone
when it comes to a 
general feeling of frustra-
tion about the sheer length
of summer vacation.
Questioning this "tradition"
is valid especially when
one looks at the latest
research. We are a dozen
years into the new century.
The idle summer days of
Tom Sawyer are long
gone. Year-round school-
ing should be implemented
in Ontario. 

Peter Drost
Aurora

MP is acting “recklessly”: Liberal critic
To the editor:

MP Lois Brown is act-
ing recklessly, putting her
community members'
health at risk. She is sup-
porting legislation that will
reduce food safety over-
sight and make major cuts
to the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency
(CFIA).

Canadians remember
the devastating impact on
many families from deaths
caused by the Listeriosis

outbreaks. We know that
more needs to be done to
protect consumers, but in
a callous and misguided
move the Conservatives
are making the problem
worse. They have decided
to cut food inspectors and
eliminate programs
designed to proactively
identify unsafe meat and
other food products.

Bowing to industry
pressure, Conservatives
are also eliminating
enforcement of product

labelling in spite of wide-
spread violations.
Consumers will now be
responsible for determin-
ing whether companies'
claims about nutritional
information, such as lev-
els of cholesterol, sodium
and sugar, are true. For
those with serious health
conditions like peanut
allergies or diabetes,
false claims could prove
deadly.

Waiting for Canadians
to get sick is not a food

safety strategy.
Liberals are opposing

these cuts because
Canadians deserve to
know that food they buy at
the grocery store is safe
and that manufacturers'
health claims are true. I
encourage Ms. Brown to
reverse her reckless posi-
tion and put Canadians'
health first.

Frank Valeriote, MP
Liberal Party Critic for
Agriculture

Brown responds to criticisms
To the editor:

The Government of
Canada is pursuing com-
plimentary activities to
strengthen Canada's food
safety system, including
plans to streamline and
accelerate the process by
which foods are regulat-
ed.

Following the release
of the Weatherill Report
in 2009, a comprehensive
and independent investi-
gation to make recom-
mendations to strengthen
the Canadian food safety
system by addressing
food safety r isks, the
Government launched
several measures to
enhance surveillance and
early detection and
improve response capa-
bilities to food-borne ill-
ness emergencies.

Indeed the
Government of Canada

has taken action to imple-
ment all of the recom-
mendations made by the
Independent Investigator.
These actions have had a
widespread positive
impact on Canada's food
inspection and food borne
illness outbreak response
systems.

The commitment of
$75 million announced in
September 2009 demon-
strated the Government's
intention to move quickly
on these recommenda-
tions. In Budget 2010, the
Canadian Food
Inspection Agency (CFIA)
was allotted an additional
$13 million annually for
two years to fund
increased inspection
capacity for meat and
poultry processing facili-
ties. Budget 2011 provid-
ed $100 million over five
years to invest in inspec-
tor training, tools and

technology, and science
capacity. The funding will
allow CFIA to implement
a risk-based and proac-
tive inspection system
with enhanced science
capacity to support risk-
based decision making,
and improved information
management technology
to enable modernization. 

To support the ongoing
effectiveness of Canada's
food safety system,
Economic Action Plan
2012 proposes an addi-
tional $51.2 million over
the next two years to con-
tinue measures to
strengthen Canada's food
safety system by the
Canadian Food
Inspection Agency, the
Public Health Agency of
Canada and Health
Canada to continue these
measures. 

All of these invest-
ments build on the

Government's 2008 com-
mitment to invest $489.5
million over five years in
the Food and Consumer
Safety Action Plan.

The Government has
enhanced its overall per-
formance and effective-
ness in managing food
safety r isks, identifying
new and emerging food
safety issues, and
responding to food safety
events when they arise.
There is heightened
awareness of the signifi-
cance of food safety, and
its high priority, at all lev-
els of government. 

We are proud of the
work we have done, and
we remain committed to
ensuring that our food
safety system continues
to be one of the best in
the world.

Lois Brown, MP 
Newmarket-Aurora

Thanks and apology from Kean
To the editor:

I would like to thank
our mayor, Mr Dawe for
apologizing for the state-
ment that he made, "and I

have also stopped beat-
ing my wife". It was
important that a message
be sent that we cannot
make statements like that
under any circumstance.

Our elected officials have
to be more sensitive
towards issues that can
affect so many people.

To Graham Wride, I
also apologize for think-

ing that he helped Mr
Dawe get elected by
campaigning for him.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

Puppy demands answers
To the editor:

I am hoping you can
help me. My niece and I
go for walks in the Town
Park with our dads, and
we always have to be on
these leashes. We see
all  our other fr iends
roaming around with
their parents, and they
don't have a leash. We
keep asking our dads
why we have to be on
leashes, and they tell us,
'small  chi ldren may
frighten us and we could
star t le them, or hur t

them by accident', 'we
could run off and get hit
by a car'  ( that 's what
happened to our brother
last winter right beside
the park), 'or we could
get too excited and scare
another dog or hur t
them'…I'm star ting to not
bel ieve our dads…Are
they lying?  

Since I am a licensed
dog, I am a member of
Aurora too - please help !

A confused puppy,
Toby 
Aurora
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YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

Senior Scape
By SYLVIA DICKENS

Is it aging, or the lifestyle you've led?

• Commercial/Business Law 
• Corporate Law 

• Real Estate 

PETER E. REISS B.A., LL.B. 

Tel: 905 727 2500   Email: law@p-reiss.com

Reliable Results–Focused Service

If you suffer from Arthritis
you need to be aware of excit-
ing new discoveries that can
prevent years of  pain,  suffer-
ing, immobility and frustration.

You may have told your
doctor you  suffer  with  one or
more of the following: sore,
stiff  knees,  painful achy hips,
low back pain, mid back pain,
neck stiffness or pain, hand or
finger stiffness and soreness,
shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may  find that your
pain or stiffness  affects your
work,  housekeeping,  leisure
activities, exercise, sports or
other activities.  

You go to the drug store or
to your doctor and get  pills to
help relieve your pain. But you
find the pain keeps coming
back.   So you go back, again
and again, and get the same
or different drugs to  make
you feel better.  Your doctor
may eventually say... “I’ve
done all I can do -  use the
drugs to cope with the pain”
Alternatively, the doctor may
refer you to a specialist who
may tell you that surgery is
needed or is an option for you. 

However, many people are

hesitant to have surgery given
its invasive nature.  It is impor-
tant to know that although
surgery is sometimes neces-
sary, it is considered a last
resort in most cases.   

You are likely frustrated by
having to suffer with the come
and go pain but may also be
concerned on your depend-
ency on the pills and their
possible side effects.  You may
have heard that there are seri-
ous health risks associated
with chronic use (or overuse)
of pain pills or anti-inflamma-
tory drugs that include 
damage to the  liver, kidneys
and gut.   

Although the pain killing or
anti-inflammatory drugs are
designed to numb the pain
they do not correct the under-
lying root causes of the pain.
The most common underlying
causes include nutritional
problems,  postural problems,
infections, chemicals and
immune system problems.   

Medical doctors largely
focus on medications to give
relief  but sufferers need to be
aware that there are addition-
al choices available for many

cases of  arthritis that are
effective, modern, natural and
safe. These approaches have
helped many sufferers
change their life forever. 

To help sufferers an
upcoming workshop is being
provided on Arthritis relief.
This eye opening information
has helped countless suffer-
ers to feel better, have more
mobility, increased flexibility
and vastly improved function.  

Many sufferers have found
the information has led them
to  remarkable improvements
in performing daily activities
that include sports and athlet-
ics, leisure activities, house-
keeping tasks, work duties
and taking care of  their kids.
In many cases, sufferers have
found that they been able to
avoid unnecessary surgery.

As a community service
this workshop is free.

The workshop will be held
on  Wed., May 23, from 7:30
pm – 9:00 pm. at the King
West Wellness Centre 141
King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond
Hill. Seating is limited. To
make reservations call 877-
334-2785.

Arthritis Workshop To Reveal 
Surprising Solutions for Lasting Relief 

Advertorial

Are those aches and pains from aging or a result of the
lifestyle you've led?

My best friend is 80. She won the women's marathon in
Paris, France when she was 38. Since then, her activity level
has never waned.

When I met her 22 years ago, she was running a Bed and
Breakfast in the Brockville area. At that time, she was main-
taining 2-3 rental properties that she owned, cleaned and ren-
ovated day in and day out. Plus, she kept a small garden to
feed her guests. If that weren't enough, she ran a booth at the
local flea market selling used goods and items she created. 

How she found the time, I'll never know. Even as a youth, I
didn't have the energy or the motivation that she did…and
does today. In fact, in the past few years, she found time to
write three children's books and works to encourage children
to get involved in the literary world.

The other week, she dug some garden plots and planted
eight trees, four berry bushes and some vines. She swims
weekly. She's active in the arts community and is still tending
to a rental property.  She's always on the move. In the past
several years alone, she's moved three or four times.

She just sent me a new photo and she doesn't look much
older than she did when we met. She's amazing.

Recently, we shared our newfound aches and pains. Her
initial response is to blame it on getting old. I insist it's not. We
continue to differ.

It's not the age, it's the punishment we put on our bodies
during our lifetimes. Although, disease is often the culprit.
There are younger people who suffer greatly from various
body pains.

Take my lifelong friend who worked three jobs - all manual
labor - since he was a teen. In his 20s, he enjoyed muscle

building. He's a year younger than I am, yet his doctors told
him that at 35 he had the body of a 60 year old. 

Your body can break down for any number of reasons that
are not related to aging. It often depends on your genes and
how well your body responds to what you throw at it.

Did you know that every cell in your body is replaced reg-
ularly? This means that we are constantly in repair. We have
the potential to live much longer than we do. We're designed
to live forever, or so I heard.

Blaming your suffering on aging is not conducive to your
mental well-being. Believing it's age can cause you to think
that there's not much you can do about it.

We all know that stiffness and persistent or occasional
pains can keep us from enjoying our senior years. We are less
likely to want to move around. Yet, doctors now know that it
pays to stay active to keep everything loose. It can alleviate
pain if those activities are continued on a regular basis. 

One way to do that is with Pilates, which are offered regu-
larly at the Seniors' Centre. 

Pilates for Seniors
"What are Pilates?" you're probably asking.
Pilates involves various exercises that help to improve the

flexibility of the spine and back muscles. Weight bearing exer-
cises help to prevent osteoporosis by strengthening and build-
ing bone tissue. Balancing, bending and twisting exercises
help to keep you supple.

There are many benefits. 
Pilates help you to maintain muscle mass, increase overall

strength, ward off joint stiffness, improve balance and coordi-
nation, and improve energy levels, appetite and sleep pat-
terns.

Pilates can be performed on a mat, lying down or sitting, to
help prevent falling.

How do Pilates help seniors?
As gravity continues to work against us, our bodies react

negatively. It can lead to poor posture and back problems.
Sitting for long periods makes it worse. Pilates helps to
strengthen the spine and are especially beneficial to people
who are shrinking.

Organizers are planning to offer a demo session soon.
Stay tuned for details.

Walking Group aids Southlake
Thirteen members of the Aurora Senior Walkers raised

$800 in pledges when they participated in the 5 km Walk/Run
for Southlake on April 29. Overall, there were 1,000 regis-
trants in the 5 km event alone. The Seniors' contribution is
expected to exceed $800 as more pledges were taken online
until May 14.

"This was a totally new venture for us and we really
enjoyed being a part of this event," says Ruth Church, head of
the Senior Walkers. "We're all looking forward to doing it again
next year and hopefully we can have an even bigger team."

You can get involved in the Walking Group anytime. They
meet Wednesday mornings at 9.15 a.m. before heading to
their regular weekly walk destination.  

For more information on the Aurora Seniors' Centre and all
it has to offer, drop by 90 John West Way, visit the web site
www.auroraseniors.ca, email auroraseniors@rogers.com or
call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to
Friday.

who lives downtown to get in
their car or onto a bus to go
out and buy a stamp."

Canada Post's Keisha
McIntosh-Siung told The
Auroran shortly after the
notice was posted that this
move has come out of a
regular review of postal
outlets and pertains specif-
ically to the retail outlet in
the building and not to the
sorting facility.

"Canada post regularly
reviews its network of post
offices to address such
issues as population,
housing, business develop-
ment and the shopping
patterns of Canadians,"
she said. "This evaluation
permits Canada Post to
better respond to its cus-
tomers' needs. 

"A review of the area
shows that customers will
be well served by the sur-
rounding retail network.
There are 6 outlets within 5
kilometres of this post
office. These offices have
the capacity to handle the
business in this market."

There aren't, she said,
any plans "at this time" to
close any other retail loca-
tions, and a closure at the
Yonge and Wellington loca-
tion would affect two
employees, who will not
lose their jobs.

"Canada Post will hon-
our all collective agree-
ments with its bargaining
agents," she added.

But is it really just the
retail location potentially
on the chopping block?

An employee at the
branch in question painted
a very different picture. The
employee said that not a
lot was known at this point
by the workforce, particu-
larly in terms of a time
frame, but employees had
been told a potential clo-
sure could happen "some-
time on 2013." The
employee also said, con-
trary to what was indicated
by Canada Post, that carri-

Officials will urge Canada Post to keep Aurora branch open
From page 1 ers have been told they

will be moving up to the
Newmarket sorting facility
sometime next year, but
that is still in its develop-
ment stages. 

A move, the employee
said, would address some
space issues currently
being experienced in
Aurora.

Since the notice was
posted, complaints had
been fielded by both
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and
MP Lois Brown, both of
whom were also trying to
find out more information
for their constituents. 

Mayor Dawe told The
Auroran that he and the
Town would advocate for
the facility to stay open.

"Obviously we would
lose some jobs here and
that is never a good thing,"
he said. "We would cer-
tainly lose the conven-
ience of having a post
office in the Downtown
area and I have a heard
from a few of the local res-

idents already who would
not be very pleased if that
happened."

Ms. Brown added she
did not have any further
details other than what
was posted, but had, at
press time, heard from at
least "half a dozen" resi-
dents pushing for the post
office to remain open.
These are concerns she
said she plans on bringing
to the top - Denis Lebel,
Minister Responsible for
Canada Post.

"People are urging me
to meet with the Minister
and to advocate on their
behalf to keep the post
office open," she said.
"People in Aurora feel very
strongly about their post
office and I will take that
position to the Minister.

"What we do know we
need to do is ensure that
postal services are being
conducted in an efficient
manner, a manner that is
most cost-effective for the
taxpayer and we also know

that post offices often rep-
resent a very emotional
attachment to a community
so we need to put all of
those things into the
assessment. 

"I urge the constituents
of Aurora to send their let-
ters into the Minister on
why the post office should
remain open and I too will
be advocating for that posi-
tion because I believe that
Aurora needs to keep its
own post office."

To make your feelings
known with Canada Post,
you can submit your com-

ments at
www.canadapost.ca/retail
or send your thoughts
through Canada Post itself

to: Retail Feedback, 2701
Riverside Drive, Suite
N1020C, Ottawa, ON K1A
0B1. 
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Teres
In the Aurora Shopping Centre next to No Frills 

14800 Yonge St. Aurora, Ont. L4G 1N3  •  Tel: 905-727-6212
~Since 1970~

Barbershop & Hairstyling

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATIONS 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

COMPLETE APPLICATIONS by Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts Inc. 
(Files D09-01-12 & D14-06-12) have been submitted to amend  
The Town of Aurora Official Plan Designation and amend The Town 
of Aurora Zoning By-law 2213-78 on the property municipally 
known as 64 Wells Street, located east of Yonge Street and south 
of Wellington Street, west of Town Park.

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of The Town of 
Aurora will hold a public meeting on June 4, 2012 at 7 p.m., at the 
Aurora Town Hall Council Chambers located at 100 John West Way 
to consider a proposed Amendment to the Official Plan and Zoning 
By-law Amendment under Sections 22 and 34 of the Planning Act 
respectively.

The applicant is proposing to change the Official Plan designation 
from “Major Institutional” to “Stable Neighbourhood” and 
to rezone the lands from “Institutional (I)” to “Third Density 
Apartment Residential (RA3) Exception Zone” to permit a  
four-storey, 39-unit residential condominium apartment building 
using the existing structure. The proposal includes site-specific 
zoning provisions relating to minimum yard requirements, maximum 
height of four storeys, a minimum amenity area for each unit, 
permitting three parking spaces in the front yard and a reduction in 
the number of parking spaces. 

There are no other known applications currently filed with The Town 
of Aurora on the subject lands.

Any person may attend the public meeting and/or make written 
submissions to the Town Clerk and/or verbal representation either 
in support of or in opposition to the Official Plan and Zoning By-law 
Amendments. Please be advised that correspondence in relation 
to planning matters is compiled by the Town for the purposes of 
creating a record that is available to the general public.  

Please note that in accordance with the provisions of the  
Planning Act:

I. If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting or make written submissions to The Town of Aurora 
before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted and before 
the by-law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to 
appeal the decision of the Council of The Town of Aurora to the 
Ontario Municipal Board.

II. If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting or make written submissions to The Town of Aurora 
before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted and before 
the by-law is passed, the person or public body may not be added 
as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal 
Board unless, there are reasonable grounds to do so. 

If you wish to be notified of the adoption of the proposed Official 
Plan Amendment and the passing of the Zoning By-law Amendment 
by the Council of The Town of Aurora, or the refusal of the request 
to amend the Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendment 
applications, you must make a written request to The Town of 
Aurora, attention: Director of Planning & Development Services. 

Additional information and material regarding the proposed Official 
Plan Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment applications will 
be available for inspection Monday through Friday between  
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. in the Planning & Development Services 
department at the Town Hall. Please direct inquiries to  
Glen Letman at 905-727-3123 ext. 4346.  

The planning report will be available on The Town of Aurora’s 
website on the Friday before the public meeting. Please see the 
public planning agendas and minutes section located at  
www.aurora.ca/agendasminutes

Dated: May 15, 2012

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4346

Fed up with dandelions?
By Brock Weir

Fed up with dandelions dotting the landscape?
Well, that might just be too bad. Councillor John Abel

shares your frustration and has enquired about what the
Town can do about eradicating the colourful weeds off of
Town property. 

The answer?  Not much, according to Al Downey,
Aurora's Director of Parks and Recreation.

"The province has banned the use of pesticides and
herbicides on municipal property, except for health rea-
sons," said Mr. Downey at last week's Council meeting in
response to questions from Councillor Abel. 

"Unless there is a noxious weed or a weed that is creat-
ing a health hazard, the municipality is not able to use
chemicals in order to eliminate weeds for aesthetic purpos-
es. The removal of dandelions would only be for aesthetics,
it is not a health hazard, and we can't do anything about
spreading."

The previous Council, Mr. Downey went on to explain,
considered a bylaw to ban the use of pesticides within
Aurora, but the Provincial government beat them to the
punch. 

While Councillor Paul Pirri jokingly asked whether a
Town-wide letter writing campaign saying residents were
allergic to dandelions would do the trick, Councillor Wendy
Gartner, however, said everyone is in the same boat. 

"Every municipality - maybe across Canada - is trying to
work on, or has already passed a pesticide bylaw, so we
got what we asked for and now we have to live with what is
good for the environment," she said.

Although spraying the pests doesn't seem to be an
option, Councillors wondered if there was anything that
could be done by way of an alternative groundcover.
Working off of a notice of motion brought forward in the

Farmers’ Market governs vendor conduct
By Brock Weir

A code of conduct for vendors at
the Aurora Farmers' Market has left
some Aurorans seeing red. 

The Aurora Farmers' Market
entered its second week of the
2012 season and vendors who
were there on its inaugural week-
end were recently presented a
code of conduct for them to sign
which seeks to govern a number of
areas related to their operations.

The Code of Conduct is intend-
ed to ensure vendors "demonstrate
proper business practices and
appropriate decorum" when acting
as such. 

"Vendors must demonstrate loy-
alty to the interests of the diverse
community they serve, which
includes the Aurora Farmers'
Market executive and the public,"
according to the document. 

These parameters include exer-
cising "self discipline" including
respecting the Farmers' Market
bylaws and "endorsing the
Executive Committee's decisions",
that all vendor complaints about
the executive committee, other
members, or any market matters,
must be submitted to the Chair or
executive as a whole to be dealt
with, and so forth.

"There must be no slanderous or
libellous actions against the Aurora
Farmers' Market Executive
Committee members, individual
vendors, applicants, and Market as
a whole," the document reads.
"Intimidation and/or bullying behav-
iour will not be tolerated and pro-
vides immediate grounds for
removal of the offender for the bal-
ance of the market season, as
deemed necessary by the
Executive committee. A refund of
Market Vendor fees will be calculat-
ed and reimbursed to the offender."

The document started a flurry of
comments, mostly criticisms on the
local blogosphere last week,
spilling over to the Council table
last Tuesday.

Councillor Evelyn Buck brought
the matter to the attention of

Council asking if there is any role
the Town can play in this.

"Who is to say they should have
somebody coming around and
telling them that they have to sign
a Code of Conduct?" asked
Councillor Buck. 

According to Techa van
Leeuwen, Aurora's Director of
Bylaw Services, while vendors
receive their market permits from
the Town of Aurora, they first have
to get approval by the Market's
executive committee. The existing
bylaw with the Town does not
include provisions for a Code of
Conduct, but that does not mean
the executive cannot put one in
place.

Councillor Buck, however, asked
whether a vendor could be refused
a permit from the Town - "a real
farmer doing business" - if they
refused to sign, but Ms. van
Leeuwen reiterated that the permit-
ting process first requires the
approval of the executive. 

In the meantime, Councillor
Sandra Humfryes, who is Council's
liaison with the Farmers' Market,
said she would seek clarification
on the issue with the market chair.

"This has become an issue peo-
ple are talking about and hopefully
they can smooth it out with their
vendors," said Councillor
Humfryes. "The executive needs to
control the vendor permitting
because they have to comply with
the Ontario Farmers' Market rules.
I think that is why we need to have
that in place and that is a role they
have to play.

During Tuesday's 
discussions however, Councillor
John Abel stressed that the
Farmers' Market really needs true
farmers to maintain the balance in
its vendors of over 50 per cent
farmers to conform with the rules
of the Ontario Farmers’ Markets. 

"Whatever they do, they're going
to make the Farmers happy first
and foremost," he said. "If they
don't want to be bothered signing a
code of conduct I know the execu-
tive will listen because if they lose

the Farmers that will shrink the
number of artisans that come in
and that will shrink the number of
vendors. I'm pretty sure they are
aware of that."

Councillor Humfryes visited the
Market on Saturday and told The
Auroran that there was a bit of
"trepidation" about the matter
amongst a few of the vendors.

"They had questions," she said.
"I had a lot of questions about why
it has come out and what it really
means if they don't sign on. There
was a little bit of concern out there
and I'm not sure if the majority feel
that way, but those I spoke to
[did]."

Market Chair Jan Freedman told
The Auroran while getting things
straightened out for the second
installment of the 2012 Farmers'
Market the following day that at
that time only two vendors were not
willing to sign the code of conduct. 

She said the issue behind its
creation was an incident on the
first day of the market last year
when a new vendor got wind that a
"seasoned vendor" was "bad-
mouthing" them. It was taken to
then-market chair Anna Kroeplin
and it was brought up at the next
executive meeting where it was
decided a Code of Conduct would
be formed.

When asked what repercussions
there would be faced by any ven-
dors who refused to sign, Ms.
Freedman had this to say:

"As far as Anna is 
concerned, not signing it is
grounds to turf you out of the mar-
ket. That hasn't been voted on at
the executive level, so I don't
know."

As for long-time vendor David
Heard, who has long been an advo-
cate of the market, he declined to
comment on the Code of Conduct
itself.

"Without knowing where [the
executive] is headed, I wouldn't be
able to make a statement," he said.
"The best thing for me to do is
remain tight lipped until things sort
themselves out."

Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.
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previous Council by Alison Collins-Mrakas, Mr. Downey
said no suitable alternatives have been found yet that can
be easily established on Town lands and mass manufac-
tured.

"It would be a retrofit of our existing boulevards," he
said. "What we're doing is encouraging more top soil in our
boulevards. It is one of the reasons when we move forward
to put trees on the streets one of the major costs was the
soil remediation. I don't think you're going to find something
that is an alternative to sod as far as an initial cover."

Councillor Evelyn Buck, who asked at what point it starts
making financial sense to demand developers use top
quality sod when covering boulevards, said perhaps the
answer lies with residents.

"[There are] lawns with boulevards in front of them that
don't have a dandelion in sight," she said. "I don't know
what they're doing, but perhaps someone should knock on
their door and ask. What did they do to get rid of the dan-
delions? Here we have an oasis where this resident has
found the secret. We ought to ask them what their secret is.
They're winning the battle."
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WANTED 
JUNIOR GOLFERS 

The Optimist Club of Aurora will hold its 
5th Annual Optimist Junior Qualifying Golf Tournament

at 

14 - 15 Years 
16 - 18 Years

To register for the Optimist Club of Aurora 
Junior Golf Tournament, 

you may: 

• Call Greg at (905) 713-2570 
• by e-mail at g_jway@sympatico.ca 

• go to the Aurora Optimist Club website 
www.auroraoptimist.com 

• applications are  also available at 
St. Andrews Valley Golf Club. 

10-11 Years 
12 - 13 Years 

St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club
 
 

All youth (boys and girls) aged 10-18 can compete. 
Eighteen-year-olds must not turn 19 before August 3, 2012. 

Age groups for competition are as follows:

in Aurora on Sunday May 27, 2012.

The registration deadline is May 24

Cost is $70 per golfer which includes 

18 HOLES • LUNCH • PRIZES 

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

Local garden enthusiasts
flocked to Merlin’s Hollow,
the gardens of David and
Dierdre Tomlinson on
Saturday to mark their first
open day of 2012 – in their
31st season. If you missed
it this time, the Tomlinsons
will next open their garden
gate free of charge on June
9 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

Town approves tree 
nursery to combat beetle

By Brock Weir

Aurora will soon lease land
to grow new trees to replace
trees felled by the emerald ash
borer, following Council approval
on Tuesday.

The move will also see
money spent towards a plan to
"educate" residents on the inva-
sive beetle, how it will affect the
landscape, and what they can
do to protect their trees - and
Town-owned street trees adja-
cent to their properties. 

Councillors went into
Tuesday's meeting facing a rec-
ommendation with a $136,000
price tag for the Emerald Ash
Borer Management Plan and
Recovery Program, which
would have been funded out of
the Town's cash-in-lieu of park-
land reserve account. The rec-
ommendation also called on
staff to include "sufficient funds
in the 2013 to 2021 capital
budgets" for the plan. 

At the end of the day, this
was knocked down to $10,000
to be spent now from the
Council contingency fund for
education and to secure land to
plant replacement trees, with the
balance of the money to come
before Council in the fall as an
advance budged item following
some concern from members
that something was being
tacked onto the 2012 budget rel-
atively late in the game.

Earlier this year, Council
approved a plan to let the
Emerald Ash Borer, an invasive
Asian insect which is expected
to kill most, if not all, of Aurora's
thousands of ash trees within
the next two decades, do its
thing and replant the trees as
they die. 

Council asked for staff to
come back with a recovery plan,
and that's what they got earlier
this month. It called for extensive
public notification and communi-
cation about the bug, notices
delivered to residences where
nearby Town-owned trees are
infected, and a public informa-

tion campaign anticipating
"many dis-satisfied residents"
when they learn a healthy tree
will be killed."

"It is likely that many resi-
dents will request the Town inter-
vene with treatment of these
trees or alternatively permit
them to retain their own services
to provide preventative treat-
ment for the municipal ash tree
in front of their property," said Al
Downey, Director of Parks and
Recreation, in his report. "While
in principal, allowing residents to
employ their own treatment may
appear to be a positive step in
saving trees, it could prove to be
somewhat complicated and
conflicting with our current strat-
egy as well as other residents
who do not have the resources
to engage these same servic-
es."

If the plan for the nursery
goes ahead as scheduled after
the land is secured, 3,000 mix
species trees will be planted this
fall and ready to plant to replace
dead trees in as early as 10
years. 

The Town estimates that
growing its own trees, rather
than sourcing them from other
nurseries on an as-needed
basis will result in a significant
cost savings for the Town. If
Council stayed on course allow-
ing the bug to run its course and
remove all the trees for replace-
ment, it would have cost
$3,531,650 for 3,071 trees.
($800 for removal and $350 for
replacement) The total for the
new option on the table comes
to just over $2.25 million.

On this, the majority of
Councillors said they felt these
measures were being proactive.

"I think it is very prudent for
us to look at options that will
save the taxpayers' money and
a savings of $1 million is signifi-
cant," said Councillor Michael
Thompson.

For Councillor Sandra
Humfryes, the plan is inevitable
and a preventative measure that
will help protect the environ-

ment, but Councillor Evelyn
Buck did not see things her way.

"There's no urgency," said
Councillor Buck. "There are no
dead ash trees. We're not going
to be replacing them all at once.
They're not all going to die all at
once.

"All we're doing is getting a
jump start on something that is
going to take seven years just to
create the illusion we're being
proactive in dealing with the
emerald ash borer. I will not be a
party to that. It is an illusion, it is
a sham, and I will not be a party
to any attempt to deceive the
residents of Aurora that we're
accomplishing something here
with this change in direction
from what was recommended
to us by the people who are
experts, by the people who we
have on our payroll to advise
us."

She was in the minority, how-
ever, as Councillors insisted this
was a proactive measure.

"The issue is real, every
municipality in the GTA is deal-
ing with it and we have had mul-
tiple reports stating what each
municipality is doing," said
Councillor Thompson. "Each
solution is a little bit different. We
need to do something and I
think that we are being proactive
in regards to this. We are taking
taxpayers into consideration.
The original motion would have
cost us over $1 million. If we can
save the taxpayers $1 million I
think that is a good initiative to
take on."

"This is a great return on our
investment growing our own
trees," added Councillor Abel.
"We don't know what the pres-
sure is going to be for trees and
the demand from the municipal-
ities, but in 10 years it could be a
lot more. The savings could be
minimum $1.1 million. I remind
Council that when we arrived, a
huge burden on the taxpayers
on the fire department was
known for 10 years and not one
cent was put in. That pressure
could have been mitigated."

Aurora is 149 and counting...
By Brock Weir

Aurora's 150th anniversary
celebration is rapidly approach-
ing, and now just might be the
right time to think about how to
mark the occasion in a mean-
ingful way, according to Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe.

While scores of residents
turned out on Saturday for
Hillary House's 150th anniver-
sary, revellers may have a few
more items to add to their agen-
da depending on the enthusi-
asm for Aurora' s sesquicenten-
nial in 2013.

Mayor Dawe presented a
notice of motion at Council last
week which called on Town Staff
to "expeditiously develop a plan
to address the Town's
Sesquicentennial celebration
[and] to develop a plan including,
but not limited to, providing sug-
gestions for events, implementa-
tion plans, staffing resources, a
potential budget, and a report
back as soon as it is feasible."

When the Mayor read out his
motion, however, some ques-
tioned whether this would really
be a job for staff and if citizens at
large should run with this.

"I think perhaps we should
appoint a committee of promi-
nent citizens to put their heads
together to come up with a plan
for celebrations of the Town's

sesquicentennial," said
Councillor Evelyn Buck.

In response, Mayor Dawe
said staff, particularly Al
Downey, Aurora's Director of
Parks and Recreation, would be
"most welcome" of any assis-
tance he got in planning events.
Councillor Sandra Humfryes
shared views similar to
Councillor Buck's and said it
would be great to have a Special
Events committee struck for this
specific purpose which would be
disbanded afterwards.

"I think this is a great oppor-
tunity for the volunteers here in
Aurora to help out and enjoy this
type of great celebration," she
said.

When asked by Councillor
Wendy Gaertner how the public
could become involved in the
process - not just in engage-
ment but also planning - Mr.
Downey said things could follow
much in the same way as the
Town's Millennium commemo-
rations where activities would be
indentified and proposed and
the community would be
involved in the development. 

The first order of business,
however, would be for Council
and staff to develop some ideas
and then take them to the peo-
ple for input or future sugges-
tions. 

"We want to get as many

community groups and mem-
bers of the public involved as
possible," said Mr. Downey.
"After all, this is a celebration of
Aurora."

But first, Council needs to
provide Staff with activities to
consider and have authorisation
and perhaps even a budget to
plan accordingly.

"What we would propose is
coming forward with a list of
ideas or events that could take
place during 2013 to celebrate
the Sesquicentennial," he said.
"We would be looking for
endorsement by this Council on
those ideas. We would then
move forward with those ideas
and reporting back several times
to Council with regards to those
plans and how they are unfold-
ing."

Aurora's Centennial
Celebrations in 1963 included
the construction of the Aurora
Public Library building on
Victoria Street, events com-
memorating the first steam
trains to visit the Town, heritage
pageants, and the establish-
ment of the Aurora Historical
Society and its first museum.

HAVE YOUR SAY: How
should Aurora mark its 150th
anniversary? Send your 
suggestions to brock@
auroran.com. 
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All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Volunteer Barbara
Stoecklin with the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre
holds up one of the hun-
dreds of books up for
grabs at the Seniors’
Centre’s spring sale late
last month. The Seniors’
pulled out all the stops
and crowds packed the
John West Way building
to buy everything from
the books above, to
clothes, to homemade
preserves, to handy

Aurora's Finance Committee is
over before it started

By Brock Weir

A plan to give the public
more say in the municipal
budget and ultimately stream-
line the budget process itself
was dead on arrival recently
as Council took a second
crack at establishing a finance
committee recently.

It was a continuation of an
April meeting during which
Councillors reached an
impasse in agreeing on the
composition of the committee. 

Uncertainty revolved
around the re-instatement of a
Finance Committee to advise
Council on capital planning
and provide advance input in
the budget process. 

While the original finance
advisory committee fizzled
two councils ago, the plan put
forward by Councillor Michael
Thompson would have seen
the committee's duties
expanded to "enhance the
long-term health of the corpo-
ration."

Councillor Thompson ini-
tially envisioned a more inti-
mate group on the committee
comprising of a few
Councillors and stakeholders
representing community inter-
ests. But when the debate
went back and forth earlier
this year, Council eventually
opted to make it a committee
of all Councillors. When the
terms of reference came back
for approval last month, how-
ever, this composition was its
downfall from becoming a
reality.

"This would be nothing
more than another Council
meeting," said Councillor
Thompson, noting that he
would ask for reconsideration
to reduce the number of mem-
bers on the committee.

"We talked about wanting
to be more involved in the
budget process and another
financial process and all I am
saying is if it is another com-
mittee of the whole, do we
really need another advisory
committee?"

This was a view shared by
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and
Councillor Paul Pirri, the latter
of whom said having outside

members of the public provid-
ing an "objective point of view"
would ultimately be beneficial
in pointing out any missteps.
Councillor John Abel said he
too was in favour of a small
committee that would serve to
educate, update, and stream-
line the budget process. 

"Getting together during
the day, all nine of us, with
public expertise, it would just
be a big, slow moving body
rather than Councillors catch-
ing up with a small commit-
tee," said Councillor Abel. "I
really see it as a small body,
moving quickly, and bringing
us up to date. I would encour-
age we go that route."

Taking the opposition view-
point were Councillors Evelyn
Buck, Chris Ballard, and John
Gallo. Having members of the
public on a finance committee
was ultimately the downfall of
the previous committee when
it was in place in the 2000s,
said Councillor Buck, as "you
generally get people from the
private sector who don't
understand anything about
the public sector so they get
frustrated over the limitations
that are on the municipality."

This was a viewpoint
echoed by Councillor Ballard.

"With one foot in both
worlds, private and public, I
understand that there are two
types of accounting standards
- one for a government and
one for private businesses in
general," he said. "My experi-
ence has been that people
with strong business back-
grounds can be of assistance
but don't always understand
the challenges we [and our
staff] face in doing the finan-
cial planning."

For Councillor Gallo, how-
ever, the importance of what
would be advised by such a
committee and ultimately fol-
lowed through by Council - the
Budget itself - would require
all Councillors to be involved
from the ground up. That is, he
said, the reason why he sup-
ported all Councillors sitting
on the committee in the first
place. 

"If there is anything that we
do as Councillors I don't see

anything more important than
passing a budget on what
we're going to spend in the
next fiscal year," he said. "I
strongly believe that the entire
discussion has to be open to
each and every one of us and
if it is going to be fractured and
certain people aren't privy to
information than others...I
don't think is open and as
transparent as it would be if
we were all at the table. It is an
incredibly important factor of
our job."

The indecision led to no
recommendations being
passed at the Committee
level, where it was discussed
once again earlier this month
and carried last week.
Councillor Thompson then
reiterated his view that coming
up with another committee of
the whole was "unnecessary"
and "not conducive to good
business."

The motion, which called
for the report to be received by
Council and the committee
reinstated, was split into two
on the suggestion of
Councillor Pirri. When the
motion to receive was carried,
but the committee itself failed,
apparently Councillor Wendy
Gaertner said the move was
"orchestrated."

"Councillor Gaertner just
uttered, 'nicely orchestrated,'"
said Councillor Paul Pirri call-
ing a question of privilege. "I
would like to know what was
orchestrated this evening. I
remember discussing this two
weeks ago and none of us
wanted this committee, so I
would like to know how this
was orchestrated."

Before Mayor Dawe told
the Councillor that her word
choice was "objectionable"
and "intemperate", Councillor
Gaertner explained her com-
ment.

"It just seems to me that
splitting this was something
that was a very interesting
move," she said. "It is very
strange why this happened
and it is interesting how the
vote went. Maybe I am wrong
about orchestrating but I just
think it is very interesting how
that fell."

Council to look at ways of
improving budget process
By Brock Weir

Aurora's Town Council is
planning to get a jump start on
next year's budget process with
a special meeting at the end of
this month on how to move for-
ward.

The meeting, currently
scheduled for Tuesday, May 29,
2012, is intended to lay the
groundwork for the 2013 budg-
et process.

"It is suggested that Council
hold a meeting regarding the
2012 Budget Process Debrief: a
discussion on the process,
schedule, content of materials,
and other process changes for
2013," said Town Treasurer Dan
Elliott in a report to Councillors.

When the potential for a fur-
ther meeting came up for dis-
cussion at last week's Council,
however, there were some
questions on whether members
of the public should be able to
participate or, at the very least,
attend the meeting.

"My only concern is it is a
GC format," said Councillor
Michael Thompson. "My hope
was it would be in a workshop
format, loose, and would facili-
tate a bit of discussion, different
ideas and feedback with
regards to the 2013 budget
process."

He added that he hoped by
the time the meeting is sched-
uled to take place, fellow
Council members would submit
issues and questions to gener-
ate "great discussion" on the
budget process itself. Councillor
Evelyn Buck also said she
wanted a more informal setting,
but added she would also like to
have the meeting as a work-
shop in private so they could
express "half thought motions"
without them ending up in these
pages. 

"We're throwing out ideas,
they're not hard positions or firm
ideas that we don't want to nec-
essarily see them quoted in the
press," she said. "The purpose

is to give us the freedom to be
able to have that kind of
exchange and not be restricted
by having the meeting in public.
We don't give ourselves nearly
the opportunity for formal
exchanges between ourselves
and staff. It's a detriment."

Councillors Chris Ballard
and Wendy Gaertner, however,
said although they did not nec-
essarily oppose an informal
meeting itself, it needed to be
conducted in full view of the 
public.

"I endorse the idea of a for-
mat that is a little bit more free-
wheeling that isn't constrained
by the rules of order, but I would
really encourage Council to go
for a format that is open to the
public," said Councillor Ballard.

"This is the public's money
we're going to be discussing
and I think it needs to be open
to the public," added Councillor
Gaertner. "If it is in a closed
workshop format I won't be able
to attend."

knick-knacks, to works
of art.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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ROOF NOW and SAVE!
Be the FIRST in your neighbourhood to ROOF
this year, and receive HUGE SAVINGS! Ontario
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What to do with a sick or
orphaned wild animal

By Wendy Soloduik

As the thermometer rises, so
will the number of wild animals
on our roadways. 

When a mature animal is
struck, especially in the spring,
there is often a litter of offspring
left behind that requires special-
ized care to make it into adult-
hood and complete the life
cycle. 

As the nice weather brings
us out to explore our natural
environment, we may also
encounter sick animals - the sur-
vivors or roadway incidents, or
those battling medical illnesses.
If this happens, there are sever-
al things you should know
before handling a sick or
orphaned wild animal.

According to Will Wegman of
the Ministry of Natural
Resources, Aurora Branch, if
you see what you think may be
sick, injured or orphaned wildlife,
don't remove it from its natural
habitat. The bird or animal may
not need assistance and you
could actually do more harm in
your attempt to help. 

"Where an animal is in need
of help, it requires specialized
care to recover and return to the
wild," said Wegman. "You can-
not keep wildlife in captivity with-
out approval from the Ministry of
Natural Resources. However, a
person may possess a wild ani-
mal for up to 24 hours to trans-
port it to a wildlife custodian or a
veterinarian."

To determine if a wild animal
is orphaned (keeping in mind
some species leave their off-
spring alone temporarily, espe-
cially during the day. For exam-
ple, deer and cottontail rabbits
spend much of the day away
from their well-camouflaged off-
spring to  minimize the chance
of predators finding them),
check the animal periodically for
24 to 48 hours to see if it is still
around, but keep your distance. 

Wegman also reminds us to,
"keep cats and dogs away from
the area inhabited by the young
animal; the adult will not return if
it is noisy or if predators or peo-

ple are close by".
Wegman adds it is important

to look for signs of injury or ill-
ness when determining whether
or not an animal is in need of
human intervention.

"[Look for] blood, wounds or
swelling on the body, fleas,
unusual or uneven loss of fur or
feathers, difficult or raspy breath-
ing or sneezing, a dangling leg
or wing, closed eyes or [in the
case of a bird] their head is
tucked under wing," he said. 

If you have determined that
the animal is orphaned or
injured, contact a wildlife custo-
dian who can help you assess
the situation and provide advice
on what action to take.   

Wildlife rehabilitation centres,
usually not-for-profit organiza-
tions, are rare and difficult to find.
The closest centre to Aurora is
Procyon Wildlife Rehabilitation
Centre in Beeton. Dr. Cynthia
Post, DVM, has been running
the clinic for years - with the help
of several volunteers, and says
the number of wildlife she sees
annually is increasing. 

This, is in part, to her
expanded facility, gifted to her by
the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority, two
years ago. Dr. Post previously
ran her animal clinic out of her
Tottenham home.

If you decide to take wildlife
to a custodian, such as Dr. Post,
remember to, "follow the instruc-
tions provided by the wildlife
custodian on how to minimize
risk of injury to yourself and to
the animal; wear protective
clothing and equipment, such as
leather gloves, to avoid bites or
scratches, and wash hands well
after handling the animal," says
Wegman. "It is important to rec-
ognize that many of the volun-
teer-operated organizations
have limited capacity to accept
animals, especially during the
spring."

There may also be fees
associated with the animals
care.

For more information on
Procyon Wildlife, go to
www.procyonwildlife.com

Royals come to Ontario next week
By Brock Weir

The Prince of Wales and Duchess of Cornwall will be in
Ontario next Monday and Tuesday for a trip to mark the
Queen's Diamond Jubilee. 

They arrive in Toronto from New Brunswick on Victoria Day,
where they will be met by Lieutenant-Governor David and Ruth
Ann Onley, and they will head to the waterfront to watch fire-
works in honour of the Queen's official Canadian birthday.

Although organizers of the Royal Tour decided to leave
Aurora and many smaller municipalities off their itinerary
despite campaigns from their elected representatives, the
Royals may get a fleeting taste of Aurora on Tuesday when they
attend a re-enactment of the War of 1812 on May 22 at Fort
York, the Toronto base of Aurora's regiment, The Queen's York
Rangers.

When Mr. Onley visited the Queen's York Rangers at the
Aurora Cultural Centre last Wednesday, he told The Auroran
that he and his wife were very much looking forward to their
impending guests.

"It's a delightfully hectic process, let's put it that way," said Lt.
Gov. Onley when asked how plans were coming along. "There
are just so many activities packed into a single day and half in
the province of Ontario. There is a lot of planning and we're
looking forward to it very much. I think it is going to be received
very, very positively."

Mrs. Onley added that she was particularly looking forward
to hosting the Royal couple in their official suite at Queen's
Park.

"I'm just looking forward to the reality of celebrating the
Diamond Jubilee Medal presentations and the symbolism of all
that," she said, noting the Jubilee photographic exhibition 60 In
60 now on the walls. "[I look forward] to them being able to
come into our office and see pictures of Prince Charles' moth-
er. It is really quite a beautiful display."

The Royal Couple's itinerary includes stops at Ryerson
University, a visit by Camilla to the Queen's Own Rifles of
Canada, of which she is Colonel-in-Chief, a tour of the Pan Am
2015 athletes village, and a visit to the Yonge Street Mission. 

For a detailed itinerary on the tour visit www.canadian
crown.gc.ca.

Tyler and Nathan
Cameron were two of
several kids who came
to Cobs Breads last
week to raise money for
Big Brothers Big Sisters
of York. Tyler and Nathan
joined Orianna Villegas,
manager and baker 
for Cobs, icing and 
decorating scones in 
a fundraiser for the 
community group.
Nationwide, the Cobs
scone fundraiser raised
$28,500.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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Queen’s York Rangers celebrated by Queen’s rep
By Brock Weir

The smell of gun powder
and sound of muskets filled
the air in downtown Aurora
on Wednesday as members
of the Queen's York
Rangers turned back the
hands of time, and fired 
a salute to their Colonel of
the Regiment. 

Indeed, their musket
barrels were still smoking
when they came off of the
Church Street sidewalk and
into the Aurora Cultural
Centre that evening to
shake hands with their
Colonel - Ontario's
Lieutenant-Governor David
Onley - during his visit to
the second annual
L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r
Simcoe's Levee for the
Queen's York Rangers. 

The troops, dressed in
their distinctive period uni-
forms, came in to the sound
of bagpipes, just after the
Lt. Gov. Onley gave voice
once again to the Church
Street School's newly
restored bell, sending fur-
ther peals into the area. 

It was a very festive
atmosphere as current sol-
diers with the Queen's York
Rangers, veterans, aspiring
Cadets, and about 40 sup-
porters filled the Cultural
Centre's Brevik Hall to raise
money for the Queen's York
Rangers' Regimental
Assistance Fund, a benevo-
lent program to support
returning soldiers once they
have served. 

For Lt. Gov. Onley, the
event - and, of course, his
visit - was at least twofold:
to honour the present
Rangers and right a histori-
cal wrong.

"Members of the
Queen's York Rangers have
served in regular force reg-
iments in operations in
Cyprus, Namibia, Somalia,
Rwanda, Croatia, Bosnia
and Kosovo," said Mr.
Onley. "As much as 1/3 of
the Unit has served in
Afghanistan. At home and
overseas they have arisen
to every challenge, selfless-
ly placing their lives on the
line in the service of the
country. I salute the men
and women of the Queen's
York Rangers for their con-
tinuing service to Canada."

Following delivering
greetings from the Queen
and remarks from digni-
taries within the Regiment,
as well as Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe, Lt. Gov. Onley told
The Auroran that his sec-
ond time to Simcoe's Levee
was different, and not just
because he was wearing
the Rangers' uniform in
Aurora for the first time.
Having the Colonel of the
Regiment position now 
permanently linked to his
office leant him a different
perspective.

"I have certainly learned
more about the Regiment in
that period of time," he
said. "It is particularly
meaningful to have it as a
permanent position with the
office of the Lieutenant-
Governor in perpetuity," he
said. "Last year at this time
it hadn't taken place, so it is
really quite something now

that it is real.
"A year ago we didn't

know if we would make it
happen so this, therefore,
makes it a different event
for me because this is 
the first time in who knows
how many consecutive
Lieutenant-Governors it is
going to go forward into the
future, it is tied directly 
to the first Lieutenant-
Governor, and therefore to
the regiment, and therefore
to this community. It is a
very special feeling."

A self-described history
buff, the Lieutenant-
Governor can take some
credit in how this position
evolved, said QYR
Honorary Colonel Darrell
Bricker.

"He said, 'If we're going
to do this, we're going to do
this right,'" said Mr. Bricker
of his conversations with
Mr. Onley. "'We're going to
set up something that is
going to be in perpetuity,
that is going to continue
through all Lieutenant-
Governors and what we're
correcting here is a historic
wrong.' Right from the very
beginning Your Honour
supported this [and] we're
very, very proud to have
you."

For the people that were
in attendance, their volun-
teer work in putting the
event together, or shelling
out the $250 for a ticket
was a vote of confidence in
the Rangers' Legacy and in
their future. 

"We want to raise

money for the Regimental
assistance program, and
hopefully spread communi-
ty awareness of the
Rangers, and the value of
them in our community, the
good that they do here and
to make people aware that
they exist," said Robyn
MacArthur, who sold her
fair share of tickets in
Newmarket. "My interac-
tions with the community
have been that they didn't
even know we had a regi-
ment."

This was a sentiment
shared by event chair - and
Aurora Councillor - Chris
Ballard.

"A year ago, not many
people knew what the
Queen's York Rangers
were," he said. "Today we
have support from six of
nine York Region
Municipalities - and we'll
make that nine of nine next
year - and now virtually
everybody now knows
about the Queen's York
Rangers and what they're
doing for our country and
our community. That's a
huge change in a matter of
a year."

This was not a point that
needed to be driven home
to the cadets who were on
hand for the Levee, who
work out of the soon-to-be-
former Aurora armoury and
even aspire to join the
ranks of the Queen's York
Rangers once their cadet
time wraps up.

"Since I joined, it has
always been a structured

environment and I came in
and it was very family like,
and I progressed through
the ranks and really
enjoyed being a leader,"
said Charlotte Nettie, a
cadet, and Grade 10 stu-
dent. "You get to meet peo-
ple who might be future col-
leagues and [being here] I
can do a meet and greet
and say maybe I will join
the Regiment some day. I
hope to get out there and
become known. I would like
to join the Reservist Corps,
join the Royal Military
College, and pursue a
career in the Military."

In his remarks, Mayor
Dawe paid tribute to the
Queen's York Rangers' cen-
turies-old ongoing connec-
tions to what is now Aurora,
as well as the sacrifices
they made through the
years not just to the com-
munity but to the entire
country.

"I am very honoured to
be participating in this
evening in showing grati-
tude and give back to those
who have given so much to
our country," he said.

Newmarket-Aurora MPP
Frank Klees said as well it
was an honour to have
members of the Regiment
on hand. He shared Mayor
Dawe's pride in the regi-
ment and their continuing
service.

"This is our way of say-
ing thank you to them and
recognizing what they con-
tinue to do," said Mr. Klees.
"The historical perspective

that His Honour brings to
this Regiment is just
incredibly encouraging, I'm
sure, to the men and
women of the regiment, but
as Aurorans we can be
very proud."

In paying tribute to the
Queen's York Rangers, the
Lieutenant-Governor also
outlined the pride he had in
the history of the
Regiment, and the pride
that could be shared by
everyone. He noted the
Rangers' importance in
developing Ontario with the
developments of Yonge
Street and Dundas Street
and the role its first com-
mander, Simcoe, played in
the abolition of slavery in
what is now Ontario. 

"I don't believe things
happen by accident
through the sweep of histo-
ry," he said. "It is individual
decisions, it is individual
choices that were made,
and the best choices are
made when we understand
where we have come from
and why we are here as a
people.

"That is why tradition is
important. I can think of no
finer tradition for the people
of Aurora to be involved
with than maintaining the
linkage with the Queen's
York Rangers. It is a rich
and fundamental part of
our history and one of the
great reasons I am proud
to be a part of the
Regiment."

PRIME TIME CONCRETE & BRICK

416-571-7510Call Rob:
Cell 24 HRS.

BRICK WORK (Tuck Pointing, Parging, Repairs)

CONCRETE (Steps, Walkways, Driveways)

INTERLOCK (Steps, Walkways, Driveways, Retaining Walls, Repair)

FLAGSTONE AND FLAGSTONE REPAIR

WATER PROOFING (Fixing Foundations)
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Lieutenant-Governor’s Visit to Aurora

(1)    R e - e n a c t o r s
practice their aim
before the arrival of
their Colonel. (2)
Th e  V i c e - R e g a l
Couple meet with
G r a d e  1 2  S t .
Maximilian Kolbe
C.H.S. student
Kaitlyn Lenchak
who was assisting
Phyllis Morris with
the silent auction.
(3)The Lieutenant-
Governor also met
with the Aurora
cadets. (4) In his
remarks, Mr. Onley
paid tribute to the
Rangers of the past
with the Rangers of
the present, as
exemplified (5) by
these two gentle-
men. (6) The Onleys
posed with the
Levee’s organizing
committee before
their departure. 

Auroran photos by
David Falconer
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Fur In the W
Professional Dog G

and Day Car

Experienced and 
Professional 
Grooming for all 
breeds of dogs

Express Service or
Full Day care

A loving and caring
environment

We will teach you 
how to keep your  
well groomed 
between visits

CALL to book your 
appointment today

(905) 503-5533
5 Vata Court, Unit 9  Aurora  

20%
off your first
GROOMING

SERVICE

Groomers Dawn Shier and
Tammie Tai with their first
client, “Sandie”

Fur In the Wind
Professional Dog Grooming

and Day Care

Open 7 Days A Week
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FAN MAN

 
Tuesday –Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

www.thefanman.ca

on “FANS AND LIGHTING” 
New UPHOLSTERY LINE 

and FURNISHINGS, 
with a designer on staff. 

“Wow”
Has never been easier! 

Introducing Lavie by Design Interiors 
Phone for an Appointment 

AMAZING DEALS 

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Business as usual for garbage pickup
By Brock Weir

It was business as
usual for Green For Life,
Aurora's new garbage 
collectors, as they made
the transition from Turtle
Island.

According to a report
from Ilmar Simanovskis,
Aurora's Director of
Infrastructure, the recent
changeover from the 
previous provider, Turtle
Island Recycling, to
Green For Life (GFL)
Environmental, between
late December and the
beginning of March, made
for a vir tually seamless
transition for residents as
Green For Life imple-
mented their new struc-
ture in Aurora and York
Region. 

"In December 2011,
[Turtle Island] notified the
Town that [Green for Life]
acquired the company,"
said Mr. Simanovskis.
"Upon being made aware
of this transition the 
N6 Par tners [Aurora,
Newmarket, East
Gwillimbury, Whitchurch-
Stouffville, Georgina, and
King] were notified, and
steps were taken to verify
that the sale would not
immediately impact serv-

ice levels and was in
compliance with all provi-
sions of the contract
dated June 2007 between
the N6 and Turtle Island.

"There were structural
and management
changes being imple-
mented under new own-
ership, and a clear under-
standing of the impact of
the change was difficult
to assess during this
period as the reorganiza-
tion occurred. Clarity was
provided in February
2012 when GFL
announced the new man-
agement and repor ting
structure. The GFL staff,
however, committed to
maintaining service lev-
els during the transition
period and made all nec-
essary efforts to do so.
There are no known
instances of discontinued
service delivery during
this period."

Aurora partnered with
the N6 - York Region's

most northerly six munic-
ipalities - in 2006 to con-
tract waste services
together in an effort to
save money. The collec-
tive signed a 10 year
service contract with
Turtle Island the following
year and the services
have been in place ever
since. According to Mr.
Simanovskis, the deal
results in a total savings
of $800,000 per year for
the six towns through the
extent of the contract.

"Being a two-tier deliv-
ery model in York Region,
the municipalit ies are
only required to collect
material and deliver them
to the designated region-
al facil i t ies for fur ther
processing and disposal,"
said Mr. Simanovskis.
"For the N6 contract,
almost all materials are
being delivered to 
the Materials Recovery
Facil ity in East
Gwillimbury."

York Region aims to reduce waste
By Brock Weir

Reduce, reuse and recy-
cle.

These are the "new"
three Rs that have been
engrained in the public con-
sciousness for the last
three decades, but when it
comes to garbage in Aurora
and York Region, however,
it is this first R that has cap-
tured the public's attention. 

This statement was
recently made by Dave
Gordon, the manager of
waste management for the
Region of York.

In consultation with
members of the public, Mr.
Gordon said the message
they heard from residents
loud and clear was one of
reduction and this has
informed the Region's
waste management plan
going forward.

"The plan is going to use
as a primary focus how
we're going to work
upstream from that in work-
ing with residents and con-

sumers on how to reduce
the amount of waste they
generate and the amount of
materials they consume,"
said Mr. Gordon, noting
that this will not just fall on
residents and consumers.

"[Residents] felt that
they were doing a lot within
their own households and
their own dwellings, but
when they went out to shop
and to eat they weren't see-
ing the same amount of
effort in some of those
areas, and I think that is
something we want to 
look at.

"We have a good cross-
section of representation
from members of our 
stakeholder advisory 
committee."

Part of the efforts going
forward, he noted were
working with their own
bylaw department and the
departments of the munici-
palities that comprise the
Region in making sure res-
idents - particularly in
multi-residential develop-

ments - have the resources
they need to reduce,
including tri-sorters to sort
their waste by type. But an
increased responsibility he
added, was going to be
placed on producers.

"This is the concept of
making producers and
brand owners responsible
for the products they pro-
duce right through the end
of the life cycle, so they are
engaged and financially
responsible for the disposal
and recycling of those
products," he said, noting a
balance would need to be
struck between producers
and consumers when it
comes to the bottom line.

"There are things that
could result from that, and
one change in responsibili-
ty for waste collection and

processes additional cost
to the consumer to pur-
chase these goods to allow
for appropriate end of life
management as well as a
potential reduction in the
amount of taxes required to
support the municipal
waste management sys-
tem.

"It can't come with a
sacrifice or a reduction of
service to residents. I think
the other thing we need to
look at is the more these
programs start to arrive for
hazardous waste like
paints, electronics, and
tires, we do see more
materials being potential
hazards for us in the future,
so I think as we move 
forward in our strategy we
need to build some
flexibility in.”

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe flipped for a gas can on Saturday morning as he host-
ed the Town’s Electronic Waste Recycling Event. Joined here by Katie
Fotheringham, Program Director for Summerhill, the duo ran the “Fuel Can
Flip” where residents could bring in old, empty gas cans for a fresh, new 
container. Auroran photo by Brock Weir

by
Tyler David Construction 
COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL
DAVID PAPPAS 
Senior Field Representative
Business: 416-723-4390

MP heads to Ukraine
By Brock Weir

Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown is in the Ukraine this
week as part of a Federal Canadian delegation to meet with
its government and opposition and assess the country's polit-
ical situation. Select members of the government's Foreign
Affairs committee were dispatched to the European nation to
meet with both sides, as well as lawyers for jailed former
prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko, whose imprisonment for
alleged abuses of power has garnered strong criticism from
many nations, not just of the situation but of her political rival,
President Viktor Yanukovich.

"Canada has a vested interest in the Ukraine," Ms. Brown
told The Auroran. "Some of our CIDA money we have there
is in capacity building and elections monitoring and in agri-
cultural processes. We have a vested interest in keeping the
Ukraine with free and open elections. Things are not always,
shall we say, transparent. They need to know Canada is
watching what is going on over there with a very careful eye."
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Call or 
stop by 
the Dome 
for more 
details!

July 3 - 6* 
July 9 - 13 
July 16 - 20 
July 23 - 27

July 30 - 3 
Aug 7 - 10*
Aug 20 - 24
Aug 27 - 31

Open 8 am - 6 pm

* $140 for short week, 4 days only. 
- $175 per week**Full Days

9am to 12pm Only - $100 per week
$150 per week for 2 or more weeks**

115 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora, Ontario L4G 4C4

 
provided

 on Fridays!BBQBBQ Lunch 
Contact

www.auroradome.com  •  info@auroradome.ca

** prices do not include HST

905 - 727 - 2552

Register
NOW!

Just for
Kids

Kid’s Bowling

Only $75 per child
Ages  5 - 12

 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Bowling Every Day

To Register call or visit Gateway Lanes
905 727-2900

$20 Deposit Required
Hosted by: The Gathering Place

210 Edward Street, Aurora
905 841-0172 – www.tgpoa.com

Also Swimming, Games, 
Sports, Music,
Drama, Puppets, 
Faith Lessons & Much More
Children – bring your own lunch

Aug  20  – 24   
Day Camp

th th

330 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora, ON L4G 4C3  905-841-0065 

New!  SENIOR ADVENTURE CAMP 
Ages 7 – 14 years

ROCK BAND CAMP-presented by 
My Jam Space  Ages 6-14 years

JUNIOR ADVENTURE CAMP
Ages 18 mos. to 6 years

For more information and to register, 
contact us at info@insideams.net or visit our website 

www.auroramontessori.com 

Camp Monty Summer Camps
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SUMMER CAMP 2012
YOUR SUMMER ADVENTURE STARTS AT ACC SUMMER CAMP!YOUR SUMMER ADV

Aurora

Children’s

Centre
Providingquality caresinceJan 1988

abc

Educating thr

o

ugh play®

Are you looking for a
summer 
packed with

fun times,
exciting trips,

and new friends?

Our program features a variety of themes
that are sure to keep your child

active all summer long - no matter what their interests.

With many cool trips to places like:
Famous People Theatre

Medieval Times
Toronto Zoo

Scooters
Scenic Caves

   Variety Village
Round’s Ranch

Pop Rocks
Johnson’s Beach

Airborne Trampoline

It’s not too late to register your child for a

call or click today to avoid disappointment!

(905) 841-3422
www.AuroraChildrensCentre.ca

Look no further than the
Aurora Children’s Centre

Summer Camp!
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Our program f
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$220 
p/week

$185  
4 day 
week

Auror
a School of F
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e 

Ar

ts

19 April Gardens
Aurora, Ontario

l4g 4r7

AURORA
School of Fine Arts

Let Your Creativity Grow
Aurora School of Fine Arts introduces a unique
outdoor, summer arts program for children and
 teens.  Our programs are designed for students 

who wish to explore their creativity, improve 
their visual arts skills and strengthen

 their portfolio building.
 

In a garden setting, students will learn the
fundamentals of visuals arts through various 
activities using a variety of mediums. Taught 
by a certified teacher, this program focuses 

on promoting personalized learning, 
authenticity and wellness within a 

small group setting. Join us and
 watch your creativity grow!

We offer two exciting programs in July:
CreARTivity (ages 8-12) and

ART Portfolio (13+)

For more information please visit
www.auroraschooloffinearts.com 
or contact Luisa at (905)841-9537
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Learn to play in a band            

Whether you are a beginner, have 6 months experience
or an intermediate player,  ROCK BAND CAMP 

has a program for you.
Camp will be run at  the

 Aurora Montessori and Private School. 
Half days and full days are available to accommodate 

busy family schedules.

ROCK BAND CAMP

Contact:
MICHAEL LANTEIGNE 

Phone: 416-721-2430  
www.rockbandcamp.ca

Tour Dates 
July 9 – July 20
July 23 – Aug. 3 
Aug. 7 – Aug. 17 

$520/2 week Tour (Taxes included)

 

Learn to sing 

Learn to play an instrument 

  Learn to record

 

 

 



18 - THE AURORAN, Week of May 15, 2012 

July and August – week long camps 
and Saturday programs available

All Day Sports Camps  Golf & Hockey Camps

Learn to skate                 Learn to Play

Hockey Development       Power Skating

Ultimate Scorer              Defense Skills

Bodychecking              Goaltending Camps

Elite Goaltending           Elite Training Camps

Team Training                  Skills Improvement

3 on 3 Hockey League     Private Lessons

Group or Team Training    Shinny Hockey on Saturdays

Call NTR office to register or book.....

905-953-0978
www.ntrcanada.com

NTR Newmarket                             
2012 

Summer 
Camps 

Programs 

ICAMP is fun and exciting
summer technology camp where
kids can do exciting activities in
Robotics, Videogame Design,
Movie Making and Animation!  It's
not an ordinary summer camp!
Kids use new and exciting tech-
nology to create fun projects such
as movies, LEGO® robots,
videogames and more.

ICAMP inspires creativity in
children.  On the first day of camp,
each child selects an Adventure
that becomes a theme for their
week.  For example, on the first
day of ICAMP, a camper might
select our Mission to Mars or
GameMaker Guru adventure.
From there, children create a sto-

ryboard of what their Adventure is
going to be about.  For example,
is the Mission to Mars designed
to find life on Mars, and if so, how
would the astronauts get to
Mars?  By creating the story-
board, children come up with
project ideas.  For example, a
LEGO® rover that can drive
around a rugged terrain and col-
lect soil samples might be one of
the projects! And that’s just one
Adventure – there are 10 more
Adventures to choose from!

"At ICAMP, children build a
wide array of skills – everything
from critical thinking, problem
solving, creating a storyboard
and even geometry. All of the

skills they learn here can be
applied immediately to the real-
world" says Nazar, who runs
ICAMPs across York Region.
“The fact that the children are in
charge of their Adventure gives
them a sense of ownership,
which is very meaningful to them.”

“We want the kids to be really

creative users of technology –
that’s the goal,” says Nazar. The
philosophy is that the computer
should be an enabler – a tool to
achieve a creative objective. The

ICAMP environment is very fluid
and collaborative – kids will walk
around, checking out one anoth-
er’s projects and even offer to
help. Physical activity and breaks
are part of a regular day, where
kids will go outside and play a
healthy mix of camp games.
“Time outdoors is just as impor-
tant as the creative learning being
done indoors – the last thing we
want to do is sit a child down for
the whole day,” says Nazar.

This summer marks the 9th
year that ICAMP will be operating
in Aurora for the summer (as well
as several other locations).
ICAMP will be running in Aurora
High School from July 3rd until
August 17th.  You can contact
ICAMP by phone at 416-993-
2503 or visit the website at
www.ctwyork.com.

ICAMP – An Exciting 
Technology Summer Camp!

Once a LEGO robot is
built, testing it is the
next challenge!  Here a
young camper is cali-
brating his robot to
detect the red ball
using a light sensor.

Creating videogames
requires a lot of
patience, creativity and
critical thinking!  

Our camps include 
SO MUCH MORE!!

Daily Activities and 
Field Trips

 Beach Volleyball 
Rock Climbing

 Mini Golf 
Arts & Crafts 

Swimming
 Go-Cart 

Martial Arts 

airborne trampoline
Summer Sports Camp 

July 3 – August 31, 2012 

Up to 4 hours of 
trampoline coaching 
per day 

Tansportation provided 
to/from Aurora – 
Ask us for details 

Save $20 per week if you 
Register and Pay before 
May 30, 2012 

Half Day and 
Full Day Camps

www.airborne-trampoline.com
905.836.9091

1166 Gorham St.   Unit 7  Newmarket

Please visit our website for all the details 
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Goals for Goals 
Charity Ball Hockey Shoot Out

Legendary referee 

Ron Hoggarth calls the 

goals as eight players 

compete for a share of  

$10,000 for their favourite 

charity. Watch CTV News 

the week of May 28th.

ctvbarrie.ca/goals-for-goals

Sponsored by

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

insurance@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

NEXT COURSE STARTS 
MAY 26 – 2 WEEKENDS

905-726-4132

The Driver Training
Course that Helps

Parents Sleep
Nights!

Tea is a matter of taste,
not just tradition

By Brock Weir

A week Saturday, the
Aurora Cultural Centre will
host The Art of the Tea - a
fundraising event at the Centre
designed to bring traditions
closer to home.

The talk and tea tasting will
be led by certified tea somme-
lier Ingrid Folkers.

"Unless the steeped leaf
comes from the tea plant it is
not really recognized as prop-
er tea," said Ms. Folkers, on
one of the first points she'll
make at her talk next week,
and indeed one of the first les-
sons she learned herself while
training in tea at George
Brown College. "That was
something I had to learn too
because to me, tea was 
just tea. 

"When George Brown
offered the course it piqued my
interest. I was just going to do
one course and then, two
years later, lots of practice and
exams and lots of word of
mouth, and lots of friends tak-
ing a chance, it has mush-
roomed into an enterprise."

Ms. Folkers said she has
worked to keep her tea som-
melier business small, some-
thing that she can handle her-
self and, in the process, she
has developed a niche market
for herself with organizations,
like the Aurora Cultural Centre,
which do a lot of fundraising.
The tea business in general,
she added, has mushroomed
particularly over the last five
years when there was a bit of
a coffee backlash from a
health perspective. While she

concedes the pendulum has
swung the other way again,
there will always be a market.

"The tea industry globally
was peaking and it was said
that tea was the number two
beverage in the world after
water," said Ms. Folkers of her
start with the program and
business. "Delving into it, and
finding out tea is an herbal in
the way that it has medicinal
properties and is really good
for you. It is very heart healthy,
it is very stimulating, and while
it has caffeine, it is not the
same kind of caffeine that is
present in coffee that gives you
the jittery feeling. 

"People when they drink
tea, even though they get that
little lift and perk, they also feel
this calming effect and that's
what people love so much
about tea and tea traditions
because it immediately kind of
puts you at ease and conver-
sations flow at ease and peo-
ple calm down and take time. It
is not the same when you go
through the drive through and
you get a cup of coffee."

Those who go to the Art of
Tea - perhaps some local
moms who got tickets in their
cards on Mother's Day - will be
treated not just to a talk on the
history and art of the beverage
itself and the tiny sandwiches
that traditionally accompany it,
but two different types of tea -
most likely a green tea and a
very rare tea from Malawi.
There will also be a tasting of
many different types of teas
available through specialty
grocers in the GTA.

When asked about the per-

fect cup of tea, Ms. Folkers
said although people have
their individual traditions, it is
simply a matter of individual
taste. For those who might
drop their monocle if the milk is
poured in before or after, or get
the vapours if you don't get the
steeping time just right, relax. 

"My general rule is, and
that's the rule in the industry,
the lighter the tea, the cooler
the water," she said. "The
darker the tea, the hotter. The
lighter the tea, the least
amount of steeping time. The
darker the tea the longer.

"You need good water,
which means if your tap water
isn't very good, you might want
to filter your water. You need
the right boiling temperature,
so with black tea you need
boiling, but if you were to serve
a white or a green tea, you
wouldn't have boiling water.
You would have it about 80
degrees, so if you don't have 
a digital kettle like I have where
you can program the tempera-
ture, I usually tell people that
you let your water go just to the
boil, wait five minutes for it to
cool off, and then steep your
white or green tea in the 
cooler water.

"[When I serve tea at the
Cultural Centre, I] will ask peo-
ple not to put any milk or sugar
in it. I want them to take a tea-
spoon full and taste the tea at
its purest form so that they
know what they're actually
drinking. As soon as you put
just the tiniest little milk in there
or sugar, you change the
whole chemical component of
the tea."

A good time was had by
all who attended the
annual fair hosted by
Aurora Senior Public
School and George
Street Public School.
Activities, including the
bouncy slide above,
included a book sale,
chess completion, face
painting, basketball, raf-
fles, races, and a salon.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Are you Aurora’s next Teen Idol?
By Brock Weir

Are you Aurora's next Teen
Idol?

The search is on for
Aurora's next singing star, as
the Town of Aurora is now
accepting applications for the
next vocal powerhouse to take
centre stage during this year's
Canada Day Celebrations. 

"The Aurora Teen Idol
Competition provides a forum
for local youth to showcase
their artistic vocal talents," said
The Town. "If you are a resident
of Aurora between the ages of
11 and 19 you are eligible to
enter the 2012 Aurora Teen idol
Competition."

The reigning Aurora Teen
Idol is Amanda McDonald, an
internationally competitive Irish
dancer, who has competed in
Canadian, North American,
and World Dance champi-
onships, not to mention being
an experienced theatrical per-
former.

First runner up was
singer/songwriter, musician,
and athlete Christina Debney.
Singer and musician Bianca
Corrado was second runner
up.

This year's winner, as in
years past, will earn the right to
sing at many events in and
around Town from formal
awards ceremonies to Rib Fest
on the other end of the spec-
trum. 

While applications are now
being accepted, the finals will

be held during Aurora's
Canada Day Celebrations at
Lambert Willson Park on
Sunday, July 1 at 3 p.m.
Registrations can be found
online at
www.aurora.ca/aurora/canada
day. 

Canada's Birthday Town,
pulls out all the red and white
stops beginning Saturday,
June 30 with the traditional
Celebrate Aurora - Dance in
the Park. The dance will be

held at Town Park from 7 p.m.
to 11 p.m. 

Canada Day itself begins at
10 a.m. with the Canada Day
Parade, which will run from
Yonge Street and Orchard
Heights Boulevard, running
south to Murray Drive.
Following the parade, resi-
dents are invited to Lambert
Willson Park from 11 a.m. to
10 p.m. for live entertainment,
fireworks, and, of course, the
Idol crowning! 



PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

KIA OF NEWMARKET

SPORTS
905-727-3300 Week of May 15, 2012theauroran.com
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A member of St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School’s baseball team was
called safe sliding into home in a game against King City Secondary last
week.                                                                       Auroran photo by Kevin Michie

St. Max's baseball team
joins the ranks

By Kevin Michie

The York Region Athletic Association
baseball season is headed into its third
week of games on Monday, and the
Aurora teams are starting to shape up.

Aurora High School is no longer the
only Tier One boys team in the loop, as
St. Maximillan Kolbe joined the ranks
this season.

AHS has jumped out to a 2-0 start,
with wins coming against Newmarket's
Huron Heights and St. Max. 

With their loss to AHS, St. Max is 0-
2 to start the year, also losing to King
City Secondary.

St. Max Head Coach Lorenzo Conte
is expecting this year to be tough, but
said he is excited at thought of what the

team, which consists mostly of grade
nine and ten students, will be able to
do in a few years.

"In the first two games that I've seen,
I see a lot of potential in the team that
we have," said Conte following a loss to
King City last Friday. "This year it's
going to be a growing year for us. What
we're looking forward to is the next two
years after this so we can grow to our
level."

Huron Heights will visit Aurora on
Wednesday at 12.45 p.m. to take on St.
Max, while fellow Newmarket school,
Sir William Mulock Secondary, will be
Aurora-bound on Friday at 3 p.m. to play
AHS.

All home games for AHS and St. Max
are at Lambert Willson Park.

Aurora Jays season picks
up pace this week

By Kevin Michie

While most teams in the North
Dufferin Baseball League have played at
least two games so far, the Aurora Jays
are still stuck at one.

Following a 4-4 tie in their first game
on May 6 in Lisle against the Astros, the
Jays were set to take on the Clearview
Orioles in their home opener.

After relinquishing a three run lead in
the final two innings of game number
one, the club was eager to get back on
the field and move past the first game tie.

Unfortunately for the ball club, howev-
er, the Town of Aurora revoked the play-
ing permits for that day as they deemed
the fields to be unfit to play on due to the
damp conditions.

The Town, however, is currently trying
to reschedule the game, but Aurora
Minor Baseball is also in need of
rescheduling, so the makeup date
process may take a while.

Ian Milne pitched a good first game for
the Jays, allowing one run and one hit
over four innings of work, while his reliev-
ers, Zach Wiseman and Brent Owen also
played solid, according to coach Rob
Wilson, but were victimized by some
rusty defence.

"Our defense was generally pretty

good on the day," said Wilson. "But there
[were] just a couple of patches of rust we
just have to brush off."

The club is now preparing for their
"new" home opener, tonight (Tuesday,
May 15).

The Jays will be taking on the Ivy
Leafs at 7.30 p.m. at Lambert Willson
Park.

"They always play us hard," said
Wilson. "They've had a couple of not so
great years in the last couple of seasons,
but they have a lot of guys that have
been in the league for a few years and
you can't take them for granted."

So far, the Leafs are 1-1 on the sea-
son, with wins over the Mansfield Cubs
and Orillia Majors.

With the one tie on the season, it's
tough to gauge how the Jays have per-
formed so far. Wilson, however, is still
expecting the team to improve and turn in
a solid first patch of the season, and
beyond.

"It's tough to gauge after one game,
especially with two weeks in between,"
noted Wilson. "I expect us bounce back
strong."

After Tuesday's game, the Jays' next
home game will be on May 22 against the
Barrie Angels with the first pitch 
scheduled for 7.30 p.m.

After one tie game and one 
rained out game in two weeks, 
Aurora picks up play this week



THE AURORAN, Week of May 15, 2012 - 21

PEOPLE, PRODUCT, PRICE...WE HAVE IT ALL!

905-841-0800  •  15815 Yonge Street, Aurora 

1-800-465-0411 www.mcalpineford.com

HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-8pm  •  Friday & Saturday 9:00am-6pm

Quick Lane HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8:00am-6:00pm • Fri. 8:00am-5pm • Sat. 8:00am-4:00pm •   905-841-2424
WE PROUDLY SUPPORT 

LOCAL SPORTS

THE 
AURORAN’S

NHL
HOCKEY

POOL
UNOFFICIAL FINAL RESULTSUNOFFICIAL F STLLTFINAL RESU

1. Dave Carruthers 96.00 
2. Judy Sherin 87.00 

Trystan LeBrun-Nagle 87.00 
4. Kevin Ramsay 85.00 
5. Chris Doner 84.00 
6. Hayden Trask 84.00 
7. Brigette Carpenter 83.00 
8. Matt Wilkins 83.00 
9. Neil Hastie 83.00 
10. Chris Wiederhold 82.00 
11. Deb Carpenter 82.00 
12. Gianluca DiTullio 82.00 
13. Jeff Doner 82.00 

14. Jeremy Gonsalves 81.00 
15. Joe DiTullio 81.00 
16. John Cacchione 81.00 
17. Yosif Kakush 81.00 
18. Andrew Nych 80.00 
19. Bob Swanton 80.00 
20. E Mulhern 80.00 
21. Jacob Glogauer 80.00 
22. Jonah Byrne 80.00 
23. L. Willent 80.00 
24. Larry Willent 80.00 
25. Wells Karabin 80.00 
26. David Stasila 78.00 

27. John Wiederhold 78.00 
28. Kelly Keilty 78.00 
29. Lesley Byrne 78.00 
30. Lorie Caruthers 78.00 
31. Michael Hanoun 78.00 
32. Theresa Holden 78.00 
33. Vickie Foster 78.00 
34. Brandon Schad 77.00 
35. Caitlin Willert 77.00 
36. Malcolm Irvine 77.00 
37. Kathy Sawyer 76.00 
38. Louis Goulet 76.00 
39. M. Kartechner 76.00 

40. Noah Smith 76.00 
41. Pat Garland 76.00 
42. Jenifer Byrne 75.00 
43. Jennifer Byrne 75.00 
44. Lee Nickerson 75.00 
45. Mitchell Weatherall 75.00 
46. Nadine Trask 75.00 
47. Reid Carpenter 75.00 
48. Sabrina Sutton 75.00 
49. Shaun Piper 75.00 
50. Vanessa Martin 75.00

Thank you for your participation

As of May 14, 2012

UNOFFICIAL STANDINGS

The Aurora Community Tennis Club kicked off its 2012 season on Saturday
with a barbecue lunch and open social tennis times at their McMahon Park
facility. The event also featured demonstration on a wide variety of new 
tennis racquets and equipment. The Aurora Community Tennis club was
founded in 1937 and organizers said their annual kickoff event was a way to
re-connect over a long winter and meet some new faces.

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

Tanning taboo like smoking: experts
By Wendy Soloduik

"A healthy tan is no tan at
all," leading Canadian derma-
tologists warn.

This determination is
based on two things: a rising
incidence of melanoma, par-
ticularly among young people,
and a new study, published by
the Mayo Clinic which demon-
strates that women under 40
are hardest hit by the escalat-
ing incidence of melanoma -
the most serious form of skin
cancer. 

Records from 1970 to 2009
show that melanoma cases
increased eight-fold among
women aged 18 to 39 and
fourfold among men in the
same age group.

"Contrary to common
belief, skin cancer is not an
older person's disease," said

Dr. John Turner, dermatologist
at Newmarket-based
Southlake Regional Health
Centre, who has seen
melanoma in patients as
young as 14. 

The main preventable
cause of skin cancer is too
much ultraviolet (UV) radiation
- from the sun or sun beds -
especially if excess exposure
begins in adolescence or
young adulthood. Tanning
beds, in particular, often used
by those as young as in their
teens, can emit up to five times
more harmful UV rays than the
sun, he said.  

What's more, studies show
that use of tanning equipment
before the age of 35 increases
melanoma risk by 75 per cent.

"Young people today asso-
ciate tans with attractiveness,
thanks to television shows and

magazines that glorify the
bronzed look, but the truth is
that there is no such thing as a
healthy tan," said Dr. Turner.
"A tan is actually the body's
response to irreparable skin
damage at the cellular level
and each time a person gets a
tan, his or her risk of skin can-
cer rises."

Comparing tanning to ciga-
rette smoking, Dr. Turner adds
that "it took 30 years for people
to accept the fact that smoking
is dangerous and, for the most
part socially unacceptable,
and it's taking time for people
to associate that same level of
danger and non-acceptance
with tanning, whether generat-
ed from the sun or artificial
lamps and tanning beds."

Skin cancer is the most
common cancer diagnosed in
Canada as well as worldwide,

affecting roughly one in five
people. The disease comes in
three forms: the milder basal
cell and squamous cell skin
cancers, and melanoma.

Basal cell and squamous
cell skin cancers are most
prevalent, with melanoma
being the most dangerous
since it can spread in the body
(metastasize) and cause
death. Estimates are that the
incidence of melanoma -
which affected 5,500
Canadians last year, causing
950 deaths - increased at a
rate of about 1.4 per cent in
2011.

The good news, empha-
sizes Dr. Turner is that
melanoma is highly respon-
sive to treatment if detected
and dealt with early. The key is
to be familiar with initial warn-
ing signs, which includes
changes in colour, shape or
size of an existing mole or
development of an unusual
new growth on the skin. "The
key is to look for the ABCDEs
related to the mole, as identi-
fied by the Canadian
Dermatology Association
(CDA) - Asymmetry, Border,
Colour, Diameter/Darkness
and Evolution," he said.

According to the CDA,
those at greatest risk of devel-
oping melanoma are people
with fair skin (which has less
pigment to protect the body
from UV radiation), freckles,
red or blond hair, a history of
severe sunburns even as a
child, an unusual number of
moles, a family history of
melanoma, and excessive UV
exposure from the sun or tan-
ning beds.

Dr. Turner, along with the
dermatological team at
Southlake, provides these
suggestions to reduce the risk

Continued on page 23

Two Aurora hockey players selected
for OMHA U17 program

By Kevin Michie

After being drafted by OHL

teams, the good news hasn't

stopped for Kyle Locke and

Austin Lane.

The former York Simcoe

Express minor midget players

and Aurora residents competed

in the OMHA U17 Program of

Excellence final camp this past

weekend, with a shot at repre-

senting Ontario in the World

U17 Challenge in December.

The OHL draftees were two

of 68 players competing in the

weekend-long tournament

being held in Oshawa at the

University of Ontario Institute of

Technology Campus Ice

Centre.

Locke and Lane were each

one of 272 players selected

from four regional camps held in

April. The two former York

Simcoe teammates will be look-

ing to grab one of the 17 spots

available in the final selection

camp for Team Ontario, which is

being held in July in Cornwall.

In the OHL draft last month,

Locke was selected by the

Guelph Storm in the second

round and Lane was selected

by the Oshawa Generals in the

10th round.

Be sure to check The

Auroran through the summer,

as we track Locke and Lane's

progress towards Team

Ontario, and eventually their

rookie seasons in the OHL.
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Enter the Uncover the Secrets 
Contest. You could win a 
Secrets of Summer Prize Pack 
worth $5,000*!

Make this your summer of fun exploring and enjoying 

the Central Counties with family and friends! 

The Central Counties are a tourist region like no other. 

A stone’s throw from Toronto, and a short trip from just 

about anywhere else.

Uncover full contest details at 

uncoverthesecrets.ca

*No purchase necessary. Closes May 31/12 at 11:59:59 p.m. ET. Open to all legal residents of Ontario who: (i) have reached the age of majority in the province of Ontario at the time of entry; and (ii) reside (as at the start of the 
Contest Period) in a specifi ed postal code zone. Enter online and full rules (including a complete list of specifi ed postal code zones) at uncoverthesecrets.ca. One prize available to be won (ARV: $5,000.00 CDN). Odds depend 
on the number of eligible entries. Skill-testing question required.

Have you 
discovered 

Ontario’s best 
kept secret?

Doors Open at the Aurora Public Library
By Reccia Mandelcorn

Manager of Community Collaboration
Aurora Public Library

Aurora Public Library is a community treasure, with
its roots in our town's history and its future in a world
of expanding technologies and unlimited possibilities.

Visitors to Aurora Public Library's Doors Open 2012
festivities are invited to participate in a new and excit-
ing reading experience by checking out a Human Book
from our Human Library collection. 

A Human Library is similar to a traditional library in
that readers may borrow a "book" for a limited period of
time and then return it. But what makes a Human
Library so extraordinary is that the books are real-life
people from our own community who have stories and
life experiences to share with readers looking for
engaging and stimulating discussion.

What makes a great Human Book is the story he or
she has to tell. While the complete selection of Books
has not been finalized, a sneak preview of reading
material includes an international author, an astrologer,
a funeral director, and a local historian.  Human Books
will be available for checkout between 2 and 4 p.m. 

For a full catalogue of Human Books on the shelf,
check with the Library in June. Reserves will be taken
or just come in and browse. 

Aurora Public Library is a community hub for social
interaction, for lifelong learning and for new cultural
experiences. 

The Colleen Abbott Gallery is a public space open to
established artists or arts groups, new artists, stu-
dents, historical and cultural groups and guilds, with
rotating displays that enhance the Library environment,
bringing engaging and diverse art for the pleasure and
enjoyment of visitors.

Visitors to Doors Open 2012 will have their last
opportunity to catch JoAnne Harrison's latest exhibit,
Nature, etc.  Harrison captures country landscapes and
the bold colours of changing seasons, bringing to the
canvas that ephemeral moment of play between light,
shadow and water.

The year 2012 marks the bicentennial of the War of
1812. A special exhibit will in the main floor cabinet will
commemorate this important historical event with com-
mentary and materials from the Library's collections.

Featured in the Library foyer will be a
glimpse into some of the significant sites
in our community open to the public dur-
ing Doors Open Aurora.

Aurora Public Library is your place for
discovery and inspiration.  Discovery
Stations in the Local History Room will
provide a glimpse into Aurora's past while
innovative demonstrations at the Adult
Information Desk will introduce the newest
technological advances in the world
of database research. 

This vibrant community event
offers fun activities for children. Spin
the Wheel at the Children's Desk and
learn about the War of 1812.
Everyone will be a winner and will
receive a prize.

Aurora Public Library hosts visitors to this wonderful
community celebration with prizes, refreshments, and
welcoming staff excited to show you the wonders of

your Public Library - past, present and
future.

Plan to visit Aurora Public Library at
Doors Open 2012 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The
Library is fully accessible.

Check the Library's website at
www.library.aurora.on.ca closer to the date
for a final selection of books available from
the Human Library. The Library is located at 

15145 Yonge Street, Aurora and can be
reached by telephone at 905-727-
9494.

For more information about Doors
Open Aurora, or to volunteer for the
event, please visit
www.aurora.ca/doorsopen2012 or
call Mai Al Nabhan at 905-727-3123

ext. 4351.
Doors Open is an activity of the Town of Aurora and

its Heritage Advisory Committee; we hope you enjoy
this year's event!
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NOTICE OF PUBL IC INFORMATION CENTRE

NORTHEAST QUADRANT TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES  
RESIDENT SURVEY FINDINGS  

The Town of Aurora recently completed a Town-wide survey 
regarding the traffic calming measures installed in the northeast 
quadrant of Wellington Street and Yonge Street. The survey allowed 
residents to provide input and identify concerns regarding the traffic 
calming measures. Interested residents are invited to attend a public 
information centre to review and discuss the survey findings with 
Town staff.  

The public information centre will be held on Tuesday, May 15  
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Holland Room on the first floor of 
Aurora Town Hall located at 100 John West Way. There are no 
formal presentations scheduled.  

For more information, contact: 
Jamal Massadeh, Traffic/Transportation Analyst 
Town of Aurora Infrastructure & Environmental Services department  
Phone: 905-727-3123 ext. 4374 
Email: jmassadeh@aurora.ca

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4374

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

A couple of years ago I
took my daughter out for
Hallowe’en.  As we walked
from house to house, I
noticed that several places
had yellow caution tape
across their front steps to
keep people from using
them.  Closer inspection
showed that the interlocking
pavers were dangerously
sunken and might cause
anyone not paying attention
to trip and fall.  In fact in this
almost new neighbourhood,
most of the interlock walk-
ways and steps needed
repair.  Why?

The part you don’t see
under the interlock will
determine if the job is
durable.  A good base is at
least 6" deep for a walkway
and 10" deep for a driveway
and consists of a mix of 3/4"
sized gravel down to the

size of sand particles.  The
large stone gives stability
and the fines fill in the voids
between the larger particles
when it is compacted.  But
this material must also drain
away water which causes
slump and frost heave.
Granite based gravel (usu-
ally granular A) compacts
well and drains well and is
recommended by all paver
manufacturers as well as
the I.C.P.I. (Interlock
Concrete Paver Institute)
which represents the major
producers.  

Most contractors still 
use limestone, particularly 
limestone screenings.
Limestone has 3 problems.

1.  It breaks down over
time and causes rutting.  

2.  It holds water which
causes frost heave and
instability.

3.  The alkalinity disinte-
grated the pavers.   

This is the major cause
of a poor interlock job - the
use of limestone screen-
ings.  If you want a job that
will last, make sure the 
contractor used granular 
A gravel.

Aurora Landscape
Contractors has been build-
ing beautiful landscapes in
this area for 35 years. The
company constructs patios,
walkways, terraces, steps
and driveways with inter-
locking brick, stone pavers,
flagstone and concrete.  Our
first interlock driveway was
done in 1981 and its still
looks perfect without repair.

For design and quotation
of your next project, contact
Al Trimble B.L.A.  O.A.L.A.
at 905 888-9500 or aurora
landscape@gmail.com.    

Why Does Interlock 
Always Sink?  Or Does It?

Advertorial

Wimpy’s Diner, located
in the Zellers/Sobey’s
plaza on Bayview at
Hollidge Boulevard, got
into the festive spirit
last week as the restau-
rant marked its first
anniversary. Being
served above by
Wimpy’s owner Fred
Khuri are Spencer
Sheilds (L) and Greg
Hovanessian. 

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Bringing Design to Life
BY JANICE CLEMENTS

Whose garden is it anyway?

Over the years I have had
a love-hate relationship with
our yard.  

As the weather warms up
I, like everyone else, spend
more time outside tending to
the spaces that surround our
home.  

One of the primary rea-
sons we decided to buy the
property was because it had
landscaping we likely could
not have designed ourselves.
When we first moved in, I
made every effort to show
my love to the garden we
had inherited from the previ-
ous homeowners.  For sever-
al years I tended to it diligent-

ly only to find that the garden
seemed to hate me in return.  

Despite the care I gave
the greenery, I could not
seem to get the plants to
blossom, nor manage to
keep the garden in the condi-
tion in which it came.  I felt
defeated when the flowers
died in their beds and the
shrubs browned in seeming
rebellion to my attention.
Perhaps the garden was
angry that the previous
homeowner had abandoned
it and opted to end its own
life before dying from the dis-
appointment of being tended
to by inexperienced hands.  

So now you know…a
green-thumb I am not.  In
fact, I think the only thing I
am proficient at growing is
weeds.  Not exactly what one
might expect from someone
with a design background.
Unfortunately I was not in the
direct blood-line of my moth-
er-in-law who by compari-
son, tends her own garden
with seeming ease and
grace.

My solution to my garden-
ki l l ing-non-green-thumb
might make you garden ten-
ders cringe: interlock…lots of
interlock.  Okay, so don't
think me nature-averse.  I

love nature.  I just believe
that if something in your life
is out of control (as was my
predecessors' garden - and
let's face it, it was his garden,
not mine), you need to take
control the best way you
know how.  

For me, doing so meant
redefining the space for
myself.  The yard was beauti-
ful no doubt about it, but I
realized that my efforts to
maintain someone else's
garden combined with my
fear of ruining it, meant I was
missing out on the opportuni-
ty to create a space I would
love and that my family felt

comfortable in.
Only recently have I

begun to give this struggle
with my yard more thought,
and I realized that in main-
taining the property exactly
as we purchased it, we were
living in someone else's
space.  Even though I'm
adamant that my clients live
in a space that reflects their
personality and their lifestyle,
I wasn't applying this principle
to myself in my own back-
yard.  I applied it to the interi-
or of our home, but not to our
property.

It wasn't until I recently
designed a pergola for a
friends' backyard that I began
to understand that design is
design and if I could design a
home, then I could plan an
outdoor space as well.  While
doing drawings for someone
else's yard I learned that
space really is just space and
the principles of design apply
despite where the space is
located.  Basic concepts like
scale, colour and lighting play
a key role in making any
space great.  

Purchasing furnishings
properly proportional to our
yard helped establish how
the patio could best be laid
out while ensuring that an
optimal amount of seating
was available for entertain-
ing.  The introduction of fab-
rics in colours and patterns
that highlight the larger, more
permanent elements of our
home such as the brick and

interlock ensured the overall
design remained consistent
with the style of our home.
Planning the proper electrical
sources meant that we could
light our yard in the evenings,
extending the hours in which
it could be in use.  

Planting in areas with ade-
quate sunlight and plenty of
space for root growth resulted
in success in our garden.

I began seeing our out-
door spaces as an extension
of our home and envisioned
each area of the yard slightly
differently, defining their func-
tion by the way in which my
husband and I like to enter-
tain.  By dividing any remain-
ing gardens into smaller seg-
ments and introducing more
annuals and potted flowers, I
began to control the yard,
and like the interior of our
home made it reflect our
lifestyle and our personalities.

I think this soul searching
while perhaps self-indulgent
was a necessary part of mak-
ing our property our own.  I
encourage you to do the
same.  Does your yard reflect
who you are or are you living
in someone else's space?

Janice Clements is a
Certified Interior Decorator,
President of Clements
Interiors and a member 
of CDECA.  Visit her 
on the web at www.clements
interiors.com, or follow her
blog at http://www.40
s o m e t h i n g a n d c o u n t -
ing.blogspot.com/

of skin cancer this summer:
• Use a sunscreen that has

an SPF (sun protection factor)
of at least 30 and both UVA
and UVB protection. Make
sure the brand you choose
bears the CDA logo on the
packaging.

• Reapply sunscreen every
couple of hours.

• Seek shade and be aware
that the sun can penetrate
clouds, and that sand and con-
crete (and snow in winter)
reflect up to 85 per cent of the
sun's harmful rays.

• Avoid the sun during peak
hours, roughly from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. in the summer, if possi-
ble.

• Wear a wide-brimmed hat
and sunglasses.

• Wear protective, tight-
weaved clothing. To test for
effectiveness, shine a flashlight
on the cloth to make sure it
blocks out most of the light.

• Stay away from tanning
beds, particularly if you're
under 18, as recommended by
the World Health Organization
(WHO) and endorsed by the
CDA.

• Don't use tanning as an
excuse to get vitamin D. In
summer months, simply going
about your daily activities -
including doing errands - gives
you a sufficient dose in most
cases. In winter months, a vita-
min D supplement of 1,000
units is recommended.

• Have your family doctor

Tanning taboo like smoking
check your skin for abnormali-
ties once a year.

"The skin is the largest
organ in our bodies so it's sur-
prising that people don't take
their skin health more serious-
ly," Dr. Turner said. "Just as
people today are becoming
more cautious of the radiation
emitted by cell phones, it's so
important that they realize the
radiation damage tanning
causes, particularly in the

wake of disturbing statistics
showing a growing incidence
of melanoma."

Actors in Hollywood are
taking heed to the warning of
unhealthy tanning. In this
month's edition of Vogue mag-
azine, the publication indicates
that any amount of sun expo-
sure is too much, and
Hollywood starlets are opting
for a more natural look -even
avoiding "fake and bake"

looks, achieved through spray
tanning and bronzing creams.

For more information on
tanning and the effects of sun
damage, visit the Health
Canada website at www.hc-
sc.gc.ca/hl-vs/iyh-vsv/life-
vie/lamp-eng.php

Continued on page 21



book, The Worried Boomer. 7.00 p.m. at the Aurora Public
Library. Free. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, 
905-727-9494, ext. 275.

SATURDAY, JULY 14
The Humber River Shakespeare Company presents

Macbeth tonight at Town Park. The performance gets under
way at 7 p.m. Suggested donation is $15, but admission is pay
what you can at the park. Bring your friends, your family, a pic-
nic, and a blanket and witness swords clashing, witches
enchanting, madness and mystery entwining, and war drums
pulsing! For more information visit humberrivershakespeare.ca
or call 416-209-2026.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
The Doane House Hospice will hold its third annual Unique

Craft and Gift Show today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Newmarket Community Centre (200 Doug Duncan Drive,
Newmarket). For more information, call 905-967-0259.

CONTINUING
The Aurora Probus Club meets every second Wednesday

of the month (except July and August) at the Aurora Legion.
Memberships consist of retired and semi-retired PROfessional
and BUSiness people, hence the name Probus. It is a fun fel-
lowship with well-chosen speakers. New memberships are wel-
come. For more information call Marilyn Munslow at 905-727-
9344 or Bob Saunders at 905-841-3558.

* * * * 
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society is always

looking for new members of all ages. Monthly meetings with
guest speakers are held on the fourth Wednesday of every
month at 8 p.m. (youth meet at 6 p.m.) at the Royal Canadian
legion in Aurora. For more Information call Cindy at 905-713-
6660.

* * * * 
York Regional Police Venturers have openings for boys and

girls aged 14 to 17. Police Venturers meet every Wednesday
night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 240 Prospect Street, 1 District
police station community room. This is a joint program between

York Regional Police and Scouts Canada. There is a Scouts
Canada membership fee. Service uniforms are provided. High
school students can earn community service hours through the
program. If interested visit a meeting. For further information visit
York Regional Police volunteer website or contact volun-
teers@yrp.ca.

* * * *
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located at 44

Metcalfe Streeet, Aurora, is the local source for gently used
women's, children's and men's clothing. All monies raised are
used to support the needy of Aurora, since it goes directly to the
"Welcoming Arms" Ministry. Open weekday mornings, 9.30
a.m., to 11.30 a.m. and  Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 p.m.
The  Bag Sale happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * * 
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To Grandmothers

group, meets monthly to raise awareness, generate funds and
lobby on behalf of the grandmother care-givers in AIDS-rav-
aged Africa.  For more information call Kay at 905-841-9318 or
Joan at 905-727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St. Andrew's

Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria and Mosley Streets.  Al-
Anon meets every Tuesday at 8 p.m. at the Aurora United
Church on Yonge Street.  For more information go to al-
anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on the

fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the Royal
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North. Visitors are
welcome for only $2. For more information call Ray at 905-727-
6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a capella

Sweet Adelines chorus, a group of women who gather Tuesday
evenings at the Old Fire Hall, Newmarket, to sing, share in the
harmony of friendship and learn the barbershop art form. York
Highlands is always looking for new women who share the love

of a capella music. Call Karen at 905-726-2113 or e-mail Vikki
at information@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-Newmarket's

award winning chorus, is looking for male singers. The group
meets every Wednesday from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire
Hall, 140 Main Street South, in Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first Wednesday of

each month at the Aurora Legion. New members are welcome.
Call 905-727-5012 for more information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions, have moved to their new meeting place

at the Aurora Legion in the Coulson Hall where they have three
meetings per month. The second Monday of the month is the
dinner meeting at 7 p.m., the third Tuesday is the business
meeting at 7.30 p.m. and the fourth Monday is a dinner meet-
ing at 7 p.m. The club is welcoming people to come out to the
meetings to see what the Aurora Lions are all about and con-
sider joining the Lions and reach out to the community in many
e v e n t s .  
For further details go to their website at
www.auroralionscanada.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday night at

Gabriel's Restaurant on Yonge Street. New members are wel-
come. For further information, go to their website at
www.rotaryaurora.com.

* * * * 
Meet for lunch and a sense of community at Martha's Table,

based in St. Andrew's Hall at Aurora's Presbyterian Church. The
thriving, volunteer-run program reopens September 1. Lunch,
featuring soup, sandwiches, and dessert, is offered between
11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. Net receipts go to local charities. The
hall is on the corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new

members. You do not have to be a police officer nor are you

required to read music to volunteer. The group rehearses
Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m. For further infor-
mation, contact the chorus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the
co-ordinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-0303,
extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora's Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at Cardinal

Carter School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program
for 12 years and older boys and girls.

* * * *
Queen's York Rangers Army cadet corps has openings for

boys and girls aged 12 to 18. The group parades every Friday
night between 7 and 9 p.m. There is no membership fee and
those in high school can earn community service hours through
the program. For further information, call 905-726-8600.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children's Chorus welcomes treble voices. It

is a choir dedicated to nurturing and providing opportunities for
children to express their musical abilities. The chorus is open to
boys and girls ages 5-17. Contact the general director at
keepsinging@rogers.com.

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is look-

ing for volunteers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day
Program. The positions call for a commitment of a few hours a
week at its Aurora location. Various times are available. Call
Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for

boys and girls, age three to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club
for boys and girls, Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the Aurora
Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South. For more
information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the

Community Bible Church on Bathurst Street just south of
Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information e-mail
Judy Hoffmann at jhoffmann@sympatico.
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Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).
Got something to sell or advertise? 

Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

CAREER HELP WANTED

O N E  O F  N O R T H  AMERICA’S largest financial services
companies is rapidly expanding in this area. If you desire a dynam-
ic career with excellent income potential, call Ruth Greaves at 1-
888-240-4767.

Our        Town

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

WEEKLY SHOW
with Alison

Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

theauroran.com
POLL-VOTE

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.

16 %
YES

79 %
NO

3 %
DON’T KNOW

(13) (62)

.5 .8.7

(3)

Aurora Council recently decided not to grant a
request from the Aurora Jazz+ Festival to waive

$1,300 in park fees for their four day use of Town
Park during the annual summer festival.

Should the Town of Aurora reconsider their
decision and waive the $1,300 park fees for the

Aurora Jazz+ Festival?
1) Yes    2) No
3) Don't Know

To share your reasons why, please send 
your thoughts to letters@auroran.com.

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033
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NEW

CURRENT POLL RESULTS

If you have an idea for a show,

questions, comments, 

would like to be a guest on 

OUR TOWN 

or host OUR TOWN

at your place of business 

please call, 

Cynthia 905-751-6013. 

Guests and locations 

must be booked a minimum 

3 weeks before the show. 

REAL ESTATE

CLEANERS

GARBAGE

NOTICE OF LIEN

Notice of Lien Sale
The personal property, household goods, and contents of the
following rental spaces will be sold for cash or otherwise dis-
posed of to satisfy rental liens for unpaid rent in accordance
with Ontario Statutes Chapter R25 and our lease agreement
on May 10, 2012 at 10am sharp, at Northern Self Storage,
Aurora. Unit Number: E15, H22, A59, F01, D09, G06

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 12 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

 
 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HomeLife/Bayview
Realty Inc. Brokerage 

Independently owned and operated

905.889.2200  •  416-399.2128 

Thomas Kwok
Broker

FLEXIBLE COMMISSION RATES

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

COMING EVENTS

Embassy Cards, located in Aurora On, is seeking a motivated
FT/PT General Office Assistant/Marketer.
Knowledge of Windows, Excel and E-mails is a must.
Working knowledge of graphics/printing would be an asset.
Please submit your resume to 
cards@embassycards.com

We thank all Applicants but only successful candidates will be 
contacted.
Embassy Cards creates, publishes and  markets custom 
greeting cards throughout Canada.
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1228 Gorham Street, 

Unit #1, Newmarket, 

ON, L3Y 8Y9

www.starautoglass.ca  •  sam@starglass.ca

905-841-8700
1-866-912-2700

CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 

Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN

DENTAL

 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Alan is also committee chairman of iloverockandroll.ca

HOME RENO PLUS

905.235.7357

Any Projects Big or Small 1 Call, 
We Do It All! 

Basements ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Painting, Flooring, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Drywall Taping, Framing, Additions, Enclosures, 
Tiling, Chimney & Masonry, Decks, 

fences, brick replacement

LIMOUSINE

MONUMENTSLAWN

STONE MASONRY

INTERIOR HEALTH

HOME RENO

Thank you 
for supporting 

The Auroran 

“At Your Service” 

Businesses

Residential • Retail • Corporate Design

"Your Home Your Way"
905-726-1837

MYRA SPIERS INTERIOR DESIGN

www.myraspiersdesign.com

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES  
Licensed, insured 25 years exp. 

Plumber 
Joe

416-568-6928

the

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca
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AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTER

ART

AUTO

DRIVING SCHOOL

CLEANERS

DANCE

PLUMBER

AUCTION

Radiant health, 
& inner peace.

 QIGONG & YOGA

www.yogaforlife.ca

Andrea Roth
905-505-1324
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.caeliffeforogaffo.ywww

ea RndrA
905-505-1324

YOGA

TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

59$From *
NEW Winshields 
 188$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

    

Come and fall in love with a painting

 

oldgrouch@rogers.com   •  905 727 6021

John Lloyd

Whildwood Studio & Gallery

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 

1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

Not everyone needs your services all the time, 
but, it you want to be there when they do... advertise in this section. 

Call: 905-727-3300

VETERINARY SERVICES

WATER

BUSINESS SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

CREMATION

REAL ESTATE

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

Stouffville 905-640-6411
www.clarksonauctions.com

Keller Williams 
Realty Centres, Brokerage  

First Time 
Homebuyers!

Get started now 
on path to home!

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

Call right now for  a

 
to get you where 
you want to be!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ Office: 905-895-5972 x 816

BUYERS KIT

Independently Owned and Operated

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

LAWN JAC MAINTENANCE 

Jason 416-294-4499

book by May 1st and 
receive the last 

cut of the season FREE!

 
COMPETITIVE PRICES

  
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

T
R
E

C A R E

+

BOOST YOUR ENERGY!
IMPROVE MENTAL CLARITY!

ACHIEVE YOUR HEALTHY WEIGHT!

IT’S EASY - SAFE - NATURAL
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO PERSONALIZE

A PROGRAM THAT IS JUST RIGHT FOR YOU CALL

KRISTINA (289) 234-9484

TAKE CHARGE OF
YOUR HEALTH 

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insured�/ est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work

ONLY       
Call for a 14 point inspection
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For more information call: 
905-713-6326 FR
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Water Treatment your whole family 
will benefit from!

39$ 95

For a Limited Time 
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE Saturday proclaimed “Hillary
House Day” in Aurora

the house, visitors were treated
to local "heritage blues" musi-
cians, archaeological digs for the
kids, lace art projects lead by
local artist Deborah Campo,
and, of course, a birthday cake.

Inside was a taste of this new
direction of Hillary House with
two upstairs bedrooms convert-
ed into brand-new exhibition
space, featuring their new ven-
ture 150 Artefacts for 150 Years
(an example of which can be
seen on Page 4). Some of these
artefacts are even up for "adop-
tion" in a new fundraising pro-
gram. During the festivities - and
into the future - select items are
earmarked for adoption. If some-
thing catches your eye, you will
be able to "adopt" the item for a
year - for a fee - to ensure its
continued preservation, and the
preservation of Hillary House.

There was another breath of
fresh air in the Hillary House
ballroom on the second floor.
Here, five local artists displayed
their work in the Art at the Manor
initiative. Through Art at the
Manor, artists, selected through
an application process, were
given what curator Catherine
Richards described as "virtually
free reign" of Hillary House to
find inspiration.

Whether artists found their
work inspired by antique furnish-
ings, wallpaper fragments, or
even a receipt for pears, these
items will continue to be on dis-
play (and for sale) in the ball-
room through the summer
months. One of the pieces in the
exhibition is a depiction of tex-
tiles by Karin Foulds. 

"I am a snoop and I thought
[having free reign] would be
wonderful!" said Ms. Foulds with
a laugh. "All kidding aside,
Hillary House has always been
somewhat of a mystery
because we see it every single
day and it would be really won-
derful to see what snapshot in
time we could find.

"Rather than a home being
taken to a particular time period,
it is almost as if it stood still in
time. You have all the different
elements from all the different
time periods when Aurora was
here and to find out about every-
body's lives. I think the "ah-ha!"
moment for me is when I was
drawn to the gown. I was drawn
to it as soon as I came in and it
was almost as if a little ray of
sunshine came down and said,
'This is your project!'"

For Ms. Richards, the lead up
to the celebrations was a hectic
one. The last 72 hours, she said,
were particularly so, but she was
pleased with how things had
unfolded.

"Everyone seems to be
enjoying and experiencing the
grounds, which is exactly what
we dreamed and imagined and
what we wanted on the day,"
she said. "I hope this is just a
departure for people to feel com-
fortable with Hillary House and
to come and visit us - whether
you're coming through the
house or not, to use the grounds
for a picnic and have a run
through the grounds.

"I love seeing cross-country
skiers, so we want this to be a
departure point for accessibility.
We want people to experience
Hillary House today. Maybe it's
not an event, or having family
members coming in and you
want to take them to a national
historic site, but someplace you
just generally come to."

For one local family, it might
be the start of a beautiful rela- www.tholiver.com  905.727.4258

Service You Can Trust. Since1924

NOW ON!NOW ON!
Call for detailsSale Sale 

Pre-Season Air Conditioner 

tionship. Tonya Spitzer was on
hand at Saturday's birthday cel-
ebration with her mother Jo-
anne and her three young chil-
dren Alianna, Joseph, and
Elijah. Evidently the programs
offered were a big hit.

"I grew up here for 26 years
and my mom told me [about the
party] and I thought we're going
to meet you there, we're going
to check it out and have some
fun," said Tonya. "The kids have
loved it so far, they loved the dig,
they loved the painting, and I
think they're going to love the
food too!"

Local dignitaries on the lawn
for Hillary House's big day were
equally enthusiastic about the
event. For MP Lois Brown, who
recently presented nearly
$9,000 from the Ministry of
Canadian Heritage for new dis-
play cases, said events like
these underscore the impor-
tance of holding onto one's her-
itage.

"I think it is so important that
we always remember where we
came from," she said. "Hillary
House is one of the gems in our
community that reminds us of
the strength of the community
we live in, the strength of the
people that helped to build this
place and helped to build this
community, I think that's what's
important today."

"I think that when we're look-
ing into the future, as long as we
can ground ourselves, remem-
ber where we came from, look
at the positive, the energy, the
hope that the people who start-
ed Hillary House had for the
future of the Town, we are today
what their hopes were 150
years ago and let's have this
same hope for future genera-
tions."

MP Frank Klees, who pre-
sented Ms. Reiner and AHS
with a certificate from the
Ontario Legislature, said the
milestone commemoration illus-
trates that Aurora is a communi-
ty that cares about and respects
its heritage - not just culturally

and historically, but architec-
turally. The efforts of the Town
and the AHS to preserve it, he
added, "speaks highly" to
Aurora's quality of life and that it
is not a bedroom community but
a place to live.

"I [hope this] will inspire us to
continue to do what we have
done here at Hillary House," he
said. "There are other significant
properties in Aurora that I
believe deserve the same atten-
tion and I am hoping that people
throughout this community and
especially the business com-
munity are inspired to invest in
our past so that future genera-
tions can enjoy and know what
the history was and this can be
enjoyed for generations to
come."

To mark the occasion,
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe - with a
little help from Aurora's Town
Crier - officially proclaimed May
12 as Hillary House Day in
Aurora. It was hailed for its his-
toric and architectural signifi-
cance, its ties to the local med-
ical community, and the 50th
anniversary of the Aurora
Historical Society itself in his
citation.

"For 50 years the society
has done so much to make
sure that we do not forget where
we came from," said Mayor
Dawe. "It is very important that
we have kept our past as we go
forward and we work on pre-
serving this fabulous establish-
ment."

The celebrations, however,
did not wrap up on Saturday. Up
next is a Then & Now Fashion
Show comparing turn-of-the-
century fashions to their con-
temporary equivalents of today,
and a strawberry tea. Both will
take place on Saturday, June
16. In September, there will be a
special screening of the feature
film Moon Point, which was par-
tially filmed at Hillary House.
The anniversary celebrations
culminate in a Hillary House
Ball which will be held at The
Manor (DiNardos) in October.

From page 1
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Hillary House celebrates its 150th Anniversary

(1)    Town Crier John and Mary Webster greeted revellers as they entered the
Hillary House grounds. (2) The official ribbon cutting was overseen by Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe, MP Lois Brown, Aurora Historical Society President Suzanne
Reiner, and MPP Frank Klees. (3) Nicole and Omid enjoyed the mock archeo-
logical dig during the celebrations while (4) other families were content just
to sit on the porch and enjoy the sights and sounds of the day. (5) Kelsea on
the guitar and Julian on the bass were just two of a full program of musicians
on hand to entertain the crowds. (6) Members of the Aurora Historical Society
had a sneak peek at the new exhibits the previous evening. (7) Councillor Paul
Pirri took in the event with AHS VP Patricia Wallace and Auroran founder Ron
Wallace. (8) Kimberly Smith left her own imprint on the day with a lace patch
made as part of a new art piece being created by artist Deborah Campo.

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Helmet artists considered history and
politics before taking part in fundraiser

By Brock Weir

The second annual
Simcoe's Levee last week
not only gave many
Aurorans the opportunity to
welcome Lieutenant-
Governor David Onley and
his wife Ruth Ann to the
Cultural Centre, it was also
a chance to see heritage
helmets on display for the
first time.

As The Auroran reported
earlier this month, nine local
and Toronto artists were
selected to take vintage
World War 2 helmets left
over in the Queen's York
Rangers' stock and incorpo-
rate them into works of art.
The pieces are now being
auctioned off by the
Regiment to raise money for
their Regimental Assistance
Fund. 

While the Heritage
Helmet art has generated
considerable interest not
just with local collectors but
with international art con-
noisseurs, two of the four
artists on hand at last
week's Levee, however,
said they were initially
reluctant to take part on the
project. 

Newmarket artist
Nathalie Bertin drew inspi-
ration from her own
Aboriginal heritage in creat-
ing her work, which sees
the helmet covered in highly
tooled leather and decorat-
ed with native floral art. The
work, she said, symbolised
the Queen's York Rangers
and First Nations people
fighting together during the
War of 1812. 

"I have to be honest, I
wasn't going to participate
because of my French and
my First Nations' back-
ground," she told The
Auroran. "I thought, 'Why
would I possibly participate'
and that kind of stuff, [but] I
figured it was going to be a
learning opportunity.

"If I could turn around
and create a concept that
would turn the project into a
learning opportunity to sort
of bring Aboriginals and
non-Aboriginals together
and make it a point of dis-
cussion then that was ulti-
mately what drove me to
accept.

"This is what the helmet
is about - the assistance
and support the First
Nations' brought to the
British but the First Nations
also needed the British to
fend off the Americans and
preserve their lands as well.
Unfortunately, the story is a
bit sadder than that in the
end, but ultimately that was
the inspiration for that."

King-based artist
George Link found himself
in a similar position,
although his reasons were
quite different.

"I'm an American and we
lost the War of 1812!" he
said with a laugh, before
turning serious. 

He said he comes from a
military family, a link which
started when ancestors
fought in the U.S. Civil War.
Now with a nephew, a navy
fighter pilot, serving in
Afghanistan, he crafted a
helmet that combines the
past with the present, with a

bowed helmet resting
mournfully on a pair of white
gloves. The piece is embla-
zoned with the inscription:

Remember the Past
Inspire the Present
Protect The Future

...which stacked, of
course, spells out "R.I.P." or
"Rest in Peace."

"There is nothing artsy-
fartsy about war," said Mr.
Link. "I couldn't do [this proj-
ect] because when it was
first explained to me they
wanted art pieces. My wife
said, 'You have to do this'
and I said if I am going to do
it, I'm going to do it my way. 

"It is showing respect for
those who have been, those
who have been and now
they are gone. In my opinion
we shouldn't have to be
here, period - and here's
where I get myself in trouble
because it is political - we
shouldn't have to do
fundraising for the military. I
don't have a lot of money to
give to people, but I have
got talent, and if my talent
serves a purpose, I will
make them one."

After meeting with the
artists, both Lieutenant
Governor David and Ruth
Ann Onley were on the
same wavelength about
what should be done with
the helmets (which are now
on view and up for bids at
http://www.simcoeslevee.ca
/heritage-helmet-art.html) .

"It's wonderful they're
being auctioned off for a
good cause, but it is too bad
they're being broken up,"

said Mr. Onley. "This would
make a great permanent
display somewhere. What a
concept!"

Added Mrs. Onley, "I'm
afraid I can't really separate
them. I like the collective
impact of them. They all
have a symbolic beauty to
them and I love them all!"

Lieutenant Governor David and Ruth Ann Onley
admired the heritage helmets, created by local
artists, at last week’s Lieutenant-Governor
Simcoe’s Levee for the Queen’s York Rangers.
Pictured with the vice-regal couple are (left to
right) artists Beth Peart Weekes of Toronto, artist
Nathalie Bertin of Newmarket,  artist George Link
of King Township, Catherine Marshall, who 
oversaw the Helmet project, and artist Michael
Fromowitz of Richmond Hill.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Arts & Culture
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• Artists Salon & Spa, Aurora 
• Aurora Service Department 
• Barb Sinclair & Pampered Chef 
• Beverley E. Varcoe, Royal LePage
• Bijoy's Restaurant, Aurora 
• Black Forest Garden Centre, King
• Body Beautiful Spa & Salon, Aurora
• Brown Window Corporation, Concord
• Bruce & Sharon Stafford, Aurora
• Bunn-o-Matic, Aurora 
• Cardinal Golf Club, Newmarket 
• Ce De Candy Co., Newmarket 
• Concord Confections, Concord 
• Country Look Beauty Salon, Aurora
• Cupid & Psyche, Aurora 
• Curves, Aurora  
• Davies Harley-Davidson, Richmond Hill
• Doggieville, Newmarket 
• Dorothy McDonall, Aurora 
• Dr Charles Weingarten DDS, Aurora
• Dr J. Weaver DDS, Aurora 
• East Side Mario’s, Aurora 
• Eco-Limo.ca, Aurora (Alan Hayes)
• Frontier Flooring, Maple 
• Glass Showers & More, Markham
• Graystones Restaurant, Aurora 
• Hamilton Watch Company 
 

• Hartwell Thayer Financial Services Group
• Highland Chevrolet Buick GMC Cadillac Ltd.
• Hot Yoga, Aurora
• Hurst Bakery, Aurora 
• Interscan Canada Inc. 
• Jonathan's Restaurant, Aurora
• Karen Edminson, Aurora 
• L.H. Lind Realty Inc., Aurora 
• Larter Marketing, Aurora 
• Linda Welch Photography, Newmarket
• Lloyd Chiotti, Aurora 
 Magna International Inc. 
 Paws in the Bath, Aurora 

• Pezmosis Music Studio, Oak Ridges
• Scorpion Bar & Grill, Aurora 
• Signature Gold Studio, Aurora 
• St. Andrews Golf Club, Aurora 
• Staples, Aurora
• Steve & Karen Skinner, Aurora
• Sundance Signs Inc., Aurora 
• Susan Cowan, Re/Max York Group
• TD Canada Trust, South Aurora
• Tom & Jerry's, Aurora 
• Tru-Beauty Spa & Boutique, Aurora
• Vandenbosche Jewellers 
• Vicki Carruthers, "The Art Maker"
•Weitzes Toyota, Maple 

 

CHATS and the organizing committee wish to extend many thanks to 

Meridian Financial Services 
plus all of our sponsors for their generosity & support. 

The 2012 I Love Rock & Roll Dinner Dance 
 Was a Great Success! 

Plus many thanks to all of our volunteers who helped make this event possible

Aurora United Church marked the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee last week with a
Last Night At The Proms concert, dubbed a celebration of all things Canadian
and British. The concert featured choirs, a number of hand bell performers,
and (above) trumpet soloist Garry Page.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Aurora filmmakers showcase
work in touring film fest

By Brock Weir

Local filmmakers have
been busy over the last few
months putting the finishing
touches on their submis-
sions for the Multimedia Film
Festival of York Region.

With the recent deadline
now in the rear view mirror,
the artists will have their
work on show for all to see at
the Aurora Cultural Centre
on Thursday when the Film
Festival stops in Town.  

Films by Aurora filmmak-
ers showcased in the festival
include Ninety-Eight by Alex
Broughton on "how long can
we fight the inevitable", Vote
For Democracy  by
Broughton and Justine
McCloskey on youth finding
their voice, and Water
Conservation, a film about
the importance of water by
Hayet Coglan.

The Tour commenced
last Wednesday at the
Richmond Hill Centre of the
Performing Arts,  and at
press time, has already
made stops in Georgina,
Markham, and King. The
films are due in Newmarket
and Whitchurch-Stouffville
on Tuesday and Wednesday
respectively, while the
Aurora stop gets underway
Thursday at 7 p.m. 

Coglan will be in atten-
dance at Thursday's screen-
ing for a question and
answer session along with
fellow filmmakers Brianna
Stickney, Shane Hardy, and
John Watson.

Now in its third year, the

2012 Multimedia Film
Festival includes the work of
more than 12 filmmakers
ranging in ages, experience,
and, of course, including all
the perspectives that brings.
Their work forms 
"Rich Tapestry: Mosaic
Fragments", which, accord-
ing to organizers, focus on
the environment, social
issues and diversity, "includ-
ing stories about bullying,
homophobia, the importance
of water conservation and
our rising addition to video
games."

"The festival gives film-
makers across the Region
the opportunity to share their
perspectives on like in the
Region during a period of
extraordinary growth and
adaptation," said Mona el
Baroudi of the Film Festival. 

"My students view the
Multimedia Film Festival of
York Region as an invalu-
able platform to express
their creativity while also
using film to explore issues
that affect them daily," added
Ann Brand, a teacher with
the York Catholic District
School Board. 

Events relating to the
Film Festival in Aurora got
underway Monday evening
with a symposium on Do-it-
Yourself filmmaking hosted
by filmmaker Sean Cisterna,
who, last year, filmed part of
his feature Moon Point at
Hillary House. 

Using Moon Point as a
focus, Mr. Cisterna illustrat-
ed to the audience on
"Writing a script that people

will actually want to see,
finding funding, working with
professional actors, sourcing
locations, HD camera equip-
ment on the cheap, editing,
marketing, and creative tips
and tricks to avoid using
your credit card as much as
possible."

The Film Festival is the
brainchild of the Multimedia
Film Development Council of
York Region, which was
established in the Spring of
2009 to "explore the distinct
and collective experiences
of the communities located
within the Region's 
boarders."

Broughton was one of the
big winners of last year's fes-
tival winning Best Drama for
his Film Anuit Coeptis, which
also took home Best
Screenplay and Best
Cinematography. Ashely
Lewis won Best Director,
Producer, and writer for Day
429, which examined body
image, Brandon Lewis took
Best Screenplay and Best
Docudrama in the Youth
Category for Sitting Small, a
story about a young many
living on the streets, and
Joshua Ary won Best Drama
in the all-inclusive category
for How to Properly Watch
Television.

The 2012 Closing Gala
and Awards Ceremony will
be held at the Newmarket
Community Centre & Lions
Hall on Tuesday, June 5.
Aurora's screening this
Thursday will be held at the
Aurora Cultural Centre from
7 - 9 p.m. Admission is $6. 

Jazz Fest fencing 
should be banned: Buck

By Brock Weir

Fencing around Town Park
for events like the Aurora Jazz+
Festival is "offensive" and should
be prohibited, according to
Councillor Evelyn Buck.

Councillor Buck made her
comments at last Tuesday's
Council meeting where she float-
ed the idea of putting forward a
notice of motion to ban any fenc-
ing around the downtown Aurora
green space. Such a move, in the
unlikely event it was passed by
Council, would put a serious
hitch in the plans of Jazz Fest
organizers, which are already in
full swing in advance of the
August event.

Questions whether Town
Park should be fenced for the
duration of the Jazz Festival have
lingered at the Council table
almost since its inception four
years ago. Councillor Buck said
because the fees for the festival
to use the area includes only the
band shell within the park and
not the park itself, they did not
have the right to put up the fenc-
ing.

"Where does the authority
come from to allow these people
to lease the park, which they
have not leased, and haven't
paid for, and lease it to other peo-
ple and realise revenue from that
process?" asked Councillor Buck
of the Aurora Festival of the Arts,
which allocates plots of land for
vendors during the music event.

"They have no authority over
the property, they have no right to
exclude people from the park.
They have no right to re-lease
space in Town Park."

According to Al Downey,

Aurora's Director of Parks and
Recreation, the group, like oth-
ers in the Town, is able to permit
the park at no cost, but permits
are required so there are no con-
flicts with other users who have
permitted uses elsewhere in the
park.

"With regards to the fencing
in the park, staff are fully aware
that this is a unique issue with
the permit for Town Park and for
the Jazz Festival, which is why
staff came forward to Council
with this request so Council
could consider whether or not
they wished to permit the park to
the Jazz Festival with full knowl-
edge they were going to be fenc-
ing the park.

"The fence has certainly
caused some concerns with the
Farmers' Market, it caused
some concern with the public
and it caused some concern
with Council and that is the rea-
son staff has brought this - and
only this - particular permit to
Council for their approval."

This year, however, the
Aurora Farmers' Market has
expressed no concerns over the
fencing. Mr. Downey and Techa

van Leeuwen, Director of Bylaw
Services, said neither of them
were aware of any complaints
received by the Town with
regards to fencing.
Nevertheless, Councillor Buck is
weighing her options.

"The fence around Town
Park has offended me deeply
from the first and I am seriously
contemplating putting forward a
notice of motion prohibiting the
fence around the park and pro-
hibiting the leasing of space in
our park by another party," said
Councillor Buck.

"I guess I will talk to Mr.
Downey and Ms. van Leeuwen
to determine whether they have
a problem at this stage with a
motion coming forward to
Council, although it has never
stopped me in the past, I don't
want to waste anyone's time and
I want to know that perhaps Mr.
Mar would be part of that discus-
sion to find out...whether it is time
to put a stop to it. I will be picking
their brains for their wisdom in
this regard."

The Aurora Jazz Festival will
take place in Town Park 
August 3 - 5.
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invincibility," he said. "That
quickly crumbled when I got
diagnosed."

Through the "war", Mr.
Willet said he went through
different mindsets, includ-
ing feeling sorry for him-
self, being depressed, and
even coming to terms with
the possibility of death, but
he decided to cast aside
those feelings, deeming
them a "slippery slope."
His mindset, he said, was
almost one of stubborn-
ness.

"I decided to take it on
as a personal challenge,"
he said. "I was angry, but I
just didn't want to take it
out on life in general. I
wasn't angry at life. I want-
ed to focus physically on
my own situation and use
that as my fuel."

He certainly needed this
fuel after being diagnosed
at the start of 2010.
Following his initial diagno-
sis, Mr. Willet began treat-
ment with surgery at the
start of February where
they took out part of his
intestines and lymph
nodes. At this point, they
elevated him to Stage 3
from Stage 2 after it
spread to the nodes. After
that discovery, it was a six
month chemotherapy regi-
men.

"I had the mindset going
in there that I was going to
do what I could," he said.
"You can't control other
things in life, but I decided
I was going to run when I
could. I was doing a little

bit of working out, but obvi-
ously when you're doing
chemo your immune sys-
tem is compromised. The
cycle I was on was every
other week; one week was
chemo and the other week
was recovery and during
those recovery weeks I
would run when I could
and I actually increased
my distance running
through the entire six
months."

Looking back over his
"war" and ahead to Relay,
Mr. Willet said the battle
did not change any of his
"existential, core values"
with respect to fitness and
healthy living, aside from
maybe encouraging him to
exercise more and eat bet-
ter, but what it did was cre-
ate more of a "sense of
urgency" in his life.

"There are things where
you say, 'That would be
kind of cool or kind of nice
to do,' but [cancer] elimi-
nated that," he said.
"Rather than saying poten-
tially I might do that one
day, it changed to 'I want to
do that, now how do I go
about getting that done?'"

Aurora's Relay for Life
takes place June 8 from 7
p.m. to 7 a.m. on the lawns
of the Magna Campus at
337 Magna Drive, on the
south side of Wellington
Street East midway
between Bayview and
Leslie. To find out how to
register for the Relay, vol-
unteer, or join the
Survivors' Victory Lap, visit
www.relayforlife.ca/aurora. 

Focus was fuel 
in athlete’s 

cancer battle
From page 3

Market Musings
By JAN FREEDMAN

The Aurora Farmers' Market and Artisan Fair
opened with a flourish on Saturday, May 5.

Actually, we opened with the cries of "oyez,
oyez, oyez" and the sound of a handbell coming
from John Webster, Aurora's official Town Crier.
The term "oyez", cried before the announce-
ment, is derived from the Anglo-Norman word
for "listen" and means "hear ye", a call for silence
and attention. It was a new experience for our
market and was received with much delight.

One of our goals in this column is to intro-
duce everyone to the interesting variety of ven-
dors, both farmers, artisans and food vendors,
they will find at our Market. To that end, I will
begin to profile our vendors, a few per column,
so people will know something about the ven-
dors they are supporting at our Market. 

Our first farmer up is Andy Sampogna of Top
Tomato Foods, also known as 19th Avenue
Farm. 

Top Tomato Foods is a family owned and
operated company whose history dates back 50
years. 

The De Filippis family, Andy's father-in-law,
has focused on cabbage, cauliflower and broc-
coli but has expanded to include several other
crops. They pride themselves on being a pre-
mier grower of artichokes in Ontario. They also
grow eggplant, fava beans,  garlic, onions, pep-
pers, pumpkins, cucumbers, squash, strawber-
ries, sweet peas, zucchini and, of course, toma-
toes .

They are one of the few vendors who bring
zucchini blossoms to the Market. The flowers
are edible and delicious and can be used in sev-
eral different ways. They can be used in
omelettes and pancakes and are especially
tasty deep fried! A little later in the season, we'll
include a recipe for using the whole zucchini

including the flower. Sometimes Andy is assist-
ed at his booth by his lovely wife and mother to
their three adorable daughters. Do drop by to
say, "hello".

Our next vendor profile is Nature's Rainbow,
operated by Shirley and George Wiedemeyer. 

They specialize in heirloom tomato and pep-
per plants, heirloom vegetable seeds and flow-
ering vines. They also carry a wide range of herb
plants. The Wiedemeyers have been at the mar-
ket for nine seasons, coming from the previous
location off Temperance Street. 

Upon retiring, George embraced the idea of
sharing his love of gardening with others and
promoting the preservation of heirloom seeds
and organically grown plants. An heirloom veg-
etable is one with its own history and story,
passed down through the generations. 

Unlike the many hybrids on the market today,
heirloom seeds are rare, open pollinated vari-
eties that have been around for at least 50 years
and some for many centuries. Sadly, many of
them are now endangered. 

The Wiedemeyer's variety of heirloom toma-
to plants is a feast for the eyes as well as the
taste buds. The tomatoes come in a rainbow of
shapes and colours and flavours and from bite-
sized to beefsteak. They carry tomatoes that can
grow anywhere, from a patio planter to a size-
able garden and everything in between. You can
also order ahead and arrange to pick up your
order on designated days. The Wiedemeyers
are extremely knowledgeable and will be happy
to assist you in choosing the tastiest tomatoes
best suited to your needs.  

As this month is prime planting time, I urge
you to visit the Wiedemeyers soon for your
tomato and pepper plant needs.

From a farmer, we now move to profile one of

our Artisans, Carrie Eastwood, a jeweller. Carrie
has been designing jewellery for over 10 years,
although she started in sculpting, pottery,
stained glass and quilting. She then found her
passion in creating unique, original jewellery
working with semi-precious stones, crystals,
glass, miracle beads, and high quality wire and
metals. Her stated goal is to make beautiful
pieces with quality materials, excellent crafts-
manship and affordable prices. Her prices range
from $5-$35.

Carrie has been a vendor at our market for
eight seasons  and fully embraces the unique
and special atmosphere that the Market affords.
Carrie feels that we are a distinct community of
fun and creative characters, caring and sharing
with each other and the customers we look for-
ward to seeing each weekend. 

Many people worry about Carrie when they
see her, in the middle of the summer heat out
under the blazing sun.  She wants everyone to
know that she eschews the canopy because
she loves the sun and how it makes her jewels
sparkle, and she is wearing sunscreen! The only
thing that Carrie loves more than creating her
"works of love", is the gratification of knowing
that her customers are pleased with the items
she has made. Carrie has just hired her first
employee, her son Jackson, whom we may see
at the Market from time to time. So come and
visit the vivacious redhead with no tent and
choose one of her unique, sparkling creations.

As we progress further into May, we can
expect more of our farmers to arrive and bring
the early spring crops with them. There should
be more rhubarb available this week as well as
asparagus and early lettuce and radishes.

Of course you will still be able to get the root
vegetables and apples that winter over well. Next

time we'll have a recipe featuring early spring
ingredients that you will be able to find at the
market. In the meantime, come and visit us at
the Farmers' Market, "your meeting place in
Aurora"!

M&M Meat Shops held their 24th
annual charity barbeque to raise
money for the Crohn’s and Colitis
Foundation of Canada on Saturday.
They raised over $4,000 for the foun-
dation. Enjoying the tasty fare and
the music offered by The Coyotes
were Kate, Kylie, Alexis, and Shauna. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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rockportgroup.net

Ridgewood II is the ultimate expression of carefree resort-style living - a place that feels like 

the weekend… everyday. An intimate 6 storey condominium with exceptional recreational 

facilities including a sumptuous outdoor saltwater swimming pool and indoor  hot tub. 

Miles of area trails and ravine parks. Nearby cafés. Fabulous shopping and minutes to GO 

Transit. Incredible suites with equally incredible views. An 

oasis of gracious tranquility in the heart of historic Aurora. 

Come home to Ridgewood II and leave the world behind. 

1  Y E A R  F R E E  M A I N T E N A N C E *

NOW U
NDER

CONSTRUCTIO
N
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For a free brochure or more information  
visit www.ServiceCanada.gc.ca/retirement 

or call 1 800 O-Canada (TTY 1-800-926-9105)

54 or older as of March 31, 2012 You may still obtain OAS/GIS at age 65

The age of eligibility for OAS/GIS will change gradually between 2023 and 2029

Starting in July 2013, Canadians who are eligible for, but not yet receiving OAS will have the flexibility to delay receiving 
it in exchange for a higher monthly amount at a later date.

53 or younger as of March 31, 2012

What does this mean for you?

 *Subject to parliamentary approval

The number of working-age Canadians per 

senior is decreasing, placing additional 

pressure on the OAS program.

1

0

2

3

4

5

6

1990 2012 2030

**Source: 9th Actuarial Report on the  
Old Age Security Program

The number of working-age Canadians  
for every senior is decreasing**

Canadians are living longer and costs for the Old Age Security  (OAS) are rising.

On April 1, 2023 the Government of Canada plans to start raising the age of  
eligibility for OAS and the Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) from 65 to 67.*

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

asanidaanC

, 2l 1prin AO
roy ftilibigile

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

danregnolg nivile ra

emnrevoe Gh3 t202
ae Guhd tS anAr O

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

d lOehtrofs tscod

sanla pdaanf Ct one
ue Smcond Ieetanr

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

SAO(ytriuceSegA

ehg tnisiat rrato ss t
mor) fSIGt (nemelpp

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

.gnisrie ra)S

fe oge a
*.7o 6m 65 t

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

fosaredloro45

102yluJnignitratS

saregnuoyro35

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

hT

YYo2102,13hcraM

elbigileeraohwsnaidanaC,3

2102,13hcraMfo

What do

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

IG/SAOrofytilibigilefoegaeh

taSIG/SAOniatbollitsyamuo

SAOgniviecerteytontub,rof

es this mean f

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

wtebyllaudaragegnahclliwS

56egat

a

g g y

ledotytilibixelfehtevahlliw y

for you?

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

9202dna3202nee

gnivieceryay

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

arofegnahcxeniti

5

6

fr oebmue nhT
y srevr eof

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

alatatnuomaylhtnomrehgih

snaidanae Cga-gnikrof w
**gnisareces dr ioines

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

.etadreta

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

1

0

2

3

4

1990

ce:**Sour 9th
Old Age

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

20302012

h Actuarial Report on the
e Security Program

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

oF
tiisv w
llar co

Old Age

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

core berr a fo
cvier.Swww
aC0 O-01 8

e Security Program

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

or me oruhc
g.adanaCec

adana YTT(

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

oitamrofne ir
emriter/ac.cg
-629-008-1

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

n o
tenm
)0519-

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

llar co
atnemailrao pt tcejbuS*

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

aC0 O01 8
lavorppy ara

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

adana YTT(

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

6290081

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 

)0519

 
  
  

              

            

                     
           

       

 

  

 

 


	V12N27P01
	V12N27P02
	V12N27P03
	V12N27P04
	V12N27P05
	V12N27P06
	V12N27P07
	V12N27P08
	V12N27P09
	V12N27P10
	V12N27P11
	V12N27P12
	V12N27P13
	V12N27P14
	V12N27P15
	V12N27P16
	V12N27P17
	V12N27P18
	V12N27P19
	V12N27P20
	V12N27P21
	V12N27P22
	V12N27P23
	V12N27P24
	V12N27P25
	V12N27P26
	V12N27P27
	V12N27P28
	V12N27P29
	V12N27P30
	V12N27P31
	V12N27P32

