
By Brock Weir

Four year old Aurora resident
Owen Veloso's best friend is his
grandfather, Toronto fire captain
Pekka Ahola. 

While Captain Ahola spent his
last official day on the Toronto
team on Sunday, the Aurora 
resident joined his grandson in
Newmarket as the Central York
Fire Services and the Make 
a Wish Foundation joined 
forces to help make Owen's
dream come true. 

Owen lives with a life threaten-
ing heart condition. His condition
requires a series of three surger-
ies, and with two of the three
already under his belt, his parents
worked with the Make A Wish
Foundation to make his wish
come early - and the earlier 

the better.
"We knew that there was

upcoming surgery and with kids
like Owen who have a severe
heart defect, you never know,"
said his mother Laura. "In order to
survive, he requires a three stage
surgery and has had the first two
stages with lots of complications
and he needed one more.

"Because his heart function
was so poor, he was unable to
have the last surgery and we
were kind of in limbo. He was put
on some additional heart medica-
tions to try and improve the heart
function and had the heart func-
tion not improved, then he would
have been listed for transplant.

"The goal was to hopefully get
it to improve enough so he can
have the final surgery. When I

By Brock Weir

If you had $33 million burn-
ing a hole in your pocket, what
would you do with it?

That just might be a ques-
tion you will be asked to con-
sider in coming weeks and
months if Aurora looks at proj-
ects to benefit the Town using
money garnered from the sale
of Aurora Hydro.

The Town of Aurora sold
Aurora Hydro in 2006, and the
money was put in an account
with strict restrictions on how it
can be spent and what it can
be spent on. Ideas on what it
could be used for, however,
have bubbled to the surface,
and now public consultations
might soon take place on
options.

Councillor Evelyn Buck got
the ball rolling on just how to
spend the money from the sale
of Aurora Hydro last week in a

motion, which was passed
Tuesday evening by Council,
instructing Town staff to "pre-
pare for full community consul-
tation for the use of a portion or
all the funds realised from the
sale of Town of Aurora Hydro."

The idea came out of earlier
discussions about the Town's
proposed youth centre.
Dissatisfied with the options on
the table for a youth facility,
Councillor Buck suggested a
new multi-purpose facility be
built on the site of the old
library and seniors' centre on
Victoria Street using money
from the Hydro fund.

"It was a difficult decision to
decide to sell hydro," said
Councillor Buck last week. "We
were being squeezed from a
couple of angles. The province
was requiring municipalities to
reduce the number of hydro
utilities. They wanted small util-
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Newly minted firefighter Owen Veloso, a resident of Aurora, keeps a watchful eye on his 
surroundings on his first day on the job. Four-year-old Owen’s dream came true on Sunday
when he was made Firefighter for a Day by Central York Fire Chief Ian Laing. The dream was
made possible by the Make-A-Wish Foundation and was marked on “Wish Day” with an event
at CYFS’ Newmarket training facility, where Owen’s family, friends, and well wishers came out
for a day of fun. Auroran photo by David Falconer

You could have $33 million
burning a hole in your pocket

Firefighters make four-
year-old’s dream come true 
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COMING EVENTS

 TUESDAY, MAY 1
The Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School, formerly

Aurora High School and Aurora District High School, is
celebrating its 125 years at a Reunion on May 3 and 4,
2013.  If you would like to be a part of the planning for
this Reunion, please join us at 7 p.m. tonight in the
school's staff room.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2
The Aurora Public Library hosts Money Talk$:

Understanding Investment Expenses and
Commissions tonight at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room. This
is a FREE monthly discussion group to exchange ideas
and unbiased financial planning information.
Presentation will be followed by a Q&A. No financial
products will be offered or sold. Pre-register at the
Library's Adult Information Desk at 905-727-9493
(select option 4) or email fryork-mon-
eytalks@yahoo.com.

MAY 3 - 5
Merk Photography presents "Rooms with a View",

an annual exhibition of works by local photographers at
the Aurora Cultural Centre (22 Church Street) on
Thursday and Friday (noon to 8 p.m.) and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The opening night seminar will
take place on Thursday from 6.30 to 7.30 p.m., and tick-
ets, which includes food, beverages, loot bags, and a
draw prize ticket) are available for $10. Saturday will
include a free photography workshop from 2 p.m. to 3
p.m. featuring local photographers Ellen Cameron, Rob
Scheutze, and Karen Merk. For more information visit
roomswithaview.merkphotography.com.

MAY 3 - 6 
Aurora's Pine Tree Potters Guild will host their

Spring Pottery Sale this week. A great selection of gift
ideas! Free admission, free parking, and door prizes.
The show will take place at the Aurora Cultural Centre,
22 Church Street, on May 3 - 4 from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
and May 5 - 6 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit www.pinetreepotters.ca. 

SATURDAY, MAY 5
Aurora's St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church hosts its

Spring Indoor Vendor Market today from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Local vendors and artisans are all under one roof
with unique one-of-a-kind products and services.
Jewellery, home ware, foods, clothing, etc are just a few
of the items available.  Some local familiar names are
Twistt, Nady Dog Biscuits, Pampered Chef, Creative
Bears, R&J Concepts, Simply Sweets by Patti and
many more.  Looking for that special Mother's Day gift?

This is the perfect place. Proceeds from the event go to
local charities. Vendors/Artisans.... book your spot now.
905-841-2864.

* * * * 
The York Region Community Choir presents an

evening of music from stage, screen, opera, and TV at
Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, Aurora
tonight at 7.30 p.m. "Mamma Mia! Have we got a show
for you!" Tickets are $10 and limited numbers will be
available at the door. Call Sandra Winters at 905-853-
9542 to reserve.

MAY 5 - 6
The Aurora Art Show and Sale will be hosted at

Aurora Town Hall Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
on Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For all art enthusiasts,
this is a must see event featuring over 200 pieces of art-
work. Amateur and professional artists from Ontario will
be displaying their original two and three-dimensional
artwork created in any medium except computer gener-
ated art. For more information, visit www.aurora.ca or
email sware@aurora.ca.

SUNDAY, MAY 6
Aurora United Church Choirs, Handbells, and a

guest trumpet soloist, are presenting "Last Night at the
Proms" on tonight at 7.30 in honour of the Queen's
Diamond Jubilee. Refreshments to follow. Tickets at $15
available at the Church, 15186 Yonge St , Aurora.

* * * *
York Regional Police will honour their fallen brothers

and sisters at the 13th annual Ontario Police Memorial
at Queen's Park, Toronto. Among the tributes will be one
paid to York Regional Police Constable Garrett Styles,
whose name will be added to the memorial wall.

MONDAY, MAY 7
The Aurora Food Pantry hosts its annual general

meeting tonight at 7 p.m. The meeting will take place at
7 p.m. at the Aurora Food Pantry - 350 Industrial
Parkway South. All are welcome. For more information,
call 416-276-8749. 

THURSDAY, MAY 10
York Regional Police will host its seventh annual

York Regional Police Memorial. This event will include a
full memorial service to honour the officers from York
Regional Police and pre-region police serices that
made the ultimate sacrifice, giving their lives in the line
of duty. Family members of the fallen officers will attend
the ceremony and lay a wreath at the memorial wall.
The service will take place at #2 District Headquarters,
located at 171 Major Mackenzie Drive West in
Richmond Hill at 9 a.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 12
The Aurora Historical Society launches their 2012

season with a special celebration of the 150th anniver-
sary of Hillary House National Historic Site. Everyone is
welcome at this free rain or shine event. House and
grounds open for exploration by the community.  New
exhibit opening: 150 Artefacts for 150 Years, featuring
never before displayed artefacts.  Also opening is Art at
the Manor, showcasing works by artists who have had
exclusive access to Hillary House artefacts for their
inspiration. Bring a picnic, meet local dignitaries, hear
the proclamation of Hillary House Day in Aurora by the
Town Crier and participate in free tours and children's
activities. 1.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.; visit
www.aurorahistoricalsociety.ca or call 905-727-8991 for
more information.

* * * * 
Aurora Senior Public School and George Street

Public School host their annual fair today from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at 125 Wellington Street West. Activities
include a book sale, a chess competition, face painting,
a basketball skills competition, hair wraps, a raffle bas-
ket draw, races, inflatables, and a nail salon. Fun for the
whole family!

* * * * 
David and Diedre Tomlinson will once again open

their garden, Merlin's Hollow, up to the public. Today is
the first of four public days the garden will be open and
today's event will feature spring bulbs, wildflowers, and
alpine scree. Designed by landscape architect David,
this is the 31st year the Tomlinsons have opened up
Merlin's Hollow to Aurorans and garden enthusiasts
from further afield. For more information, contact 905-
727-8979. Admission is free and the garden is open
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
The Aurora Garden Club invites you to hear Jack

Kent from The Potting Shed speak on "More Grasses
Than You Think". Start time is 8.00 p.m. at the Royal
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North. Its
Youth Group will meet at 6.30 p.m. to create a Miniature
Garden. For those of you that saw the Club at the
Aurora Home Show, you can use your Get In Free pass
for this meeting or visit www.gardenaurora.com for
future events or contact 905-713-6660 for further info.

FRIDAY, MAY 25
Aurora's Trinity Anglican Church hosts a concert

featuring soprano Irene Ilic and pianist Barry Peters
tonight at 7.30 p.m. at the Church, 79 Victoria Street.
Tickets are $20 with a reception to follow. For more
information, call 905-830-6932.
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FEBRUARY 9 - MAY 5
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Under

Sacred Skies; panoramic oil paintings by Michael
Fromowitz in the Great Hall Gallery. Continues
through until May 5; Gallery Hours Tuesday -
Saturday, 1 - 4 p.m. and during special events; free
admission. 22 Church Street; wheelchair accessible
at north entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818,
or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

APRIL 11 - MAY 30
A Bereavement Support Group for adults experi-

encing the death of a loved one is again being
offered at the Aurora United Church for an eight week
session, from 7 to 9 p.m. beginning Wednesday, April
11 and ending May 30. There is no fee for this pro-
gram. It is non-denominational and is open to all in
the community. For info call Paula at 905-727-2584 or
email bereavement@live.ca.

MAY 5 - JUNE 5
Eating Disorders of York Region present the sup-

port group Life Without an Eating Disorder at its cen-
tral office at 15213 Yonge Street, Suite 15, Aurora
every Tuesday until June 5. The group is based on
the Cognitive Behavioural Therapy techniques,
specifically developed for eating disorders (CBT-E).
During this group participants will learn about various
factors that contributed to the development of disor-
dered eating and later serve as maintaining mecha-
nisms. EDOYR will construct a model of your eating
disorder, identifying and targeting the processes that
are maintaining the disordered eating. We will dis-
cuss how perfectionism, self-esteem and interper-
sonal problems connected with your eating habits.
You will learn how to challenge and change unhelp-
ful thoughts and behaviours. Fee: $60. Group meets
from 5 - 6 p.m.

MAY 15 - JUNE 5
Eating Disorders of York Region (EDOYR) will

host a support group with Stephanie Griver each
Tuesday beginning today until June 5. Support for
family and friends is vital in the recovery of a loved
one. A family member or a friend needs to be a
strong, safe and consistent source of support and
needs to take care of themselves in order to do so. It
is good to know that you are not alone when you
experience stress, frustration or anger: an eating dis-
order affects the whole family. Fee:  $40.
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“Dark Merbau” Laminate   12.33mm

Now only $1.19/sq. ft.   Reg. $1.89/sq. ft.
#1105266

 

 
 ***CLEARANCE***

Flooring Sale

“Aspen” Laminate   12.3mm   467 sq. ft.

Only $467.00   #77208
 “Snowmass” Laminate   12.3mm   214 sq. ft.

Only $200.00  #77204
 “Acacia” Laminate   12.33mm   333 sq. ft.

Only $330.00 #VG1067
 

Now only $35.99   Reg. $52.99    #2875-864

3 1/4” Oak Hardwood “Saddle”

 

Lots of flooring PRICED TO MOVE

QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED, SO PLEASE 
SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION.

42”  “Oak Veneer” Stair Tread and Riser Kit

Home Owners helping homeowners

Now only $2.99/sq. ft.   Reg. $3.99/sq. ft.
#SV1617

SATURDAY, MAY 26
The Aurora Cultural Centre is pleased to present an

elegant Afternoon Tea and Tea talk this afternoon from
1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  at Brevik Hall, 22 Church Street. The
event includes a heritage lecture on the history of tea
hosted by Ingrid Folkers, certified tea sommelier, speak-
er, and chef, plus a guided tour of the Centre featuring
the exhibit Partners: In Collaboration, door prizes cour-
tesy of Aurora businesses and more. Tickets to the
event are now on sale for $40 and can be purchased by
calling the Aurora Cultural Centre at 905-713-1818.
Proceeds will help support educational projects, cultur-
al programs, free public exhibitions and events year-
round at the Aurora Cultural Centre.

* * * * 
The Aurora Garden Club will be hosting its annual

Plant Sale at the Aurora Public Library on Yonge Street
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. This not-to-be-missed event will
feature hardy perennials from members' gardens as
well as a variety of unusual nursery plants. Cash or
cheque and come early for the best selection. Visit
www.gardenaurora.com or call 905-713-6660 for further
information.

SUNDAY, MAY 27
The 2012 Upper Canada Mall Easter Seals 10k

Run and 5k Run & Walk will take place today in a new
location - the Newmarket Riverwalk Commons in
Downtown Newmarket and is expected to draw nearly
1,000 participants. The new venue located on Doug
Duncan Drive offers a beautiful, flat and scenic run
course through Fairy Lake Park and the Tom Taylor Trail
System. For more information visit
www.eastersealsrun.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Association's Evergreen Choir,

under the direction of Dr. Richard Heinzle, warmly invite
you to attend their annual Spring Concert, Sing, Smile,
Be Happy, to take place at the Aurora Seniors Centre,
90 John West Way, Aurora, at 2.30 p.m. Tickets are

available at the Centre Reception Desk. $10 for adults,
children are welcome and are free of charge.
Refreshments will be served during the break.

* * * *
Grade 11 Students at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary

School will hold an electronic waste collection drive
today. For more information, email GayleAnn Ball at
gayleanne.ball@yrdsb.edu.on.ca.

MAY 28 – JUNE 2
Carcone’s Auto Recycling & Wheel Refinishing will be col-

lecting tires at their 130 Bloomington Road location from
May 28 – June 2. Drop off as many tires as you want for free
and all monies made from recycling your tires will be donat-
ed to Sunshine Foundation dreams for kids. The Town that
collects the most tires will be awarded $15,000 worth of tire
derived products for their town parks, courtesy of Ontario
Tire Stewardship. Visit www.carcone.com for more informa-
tion.

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
Wesley United Church will be participating in Doors

Open - Whitchurch/Stouffville.  The presentation will
focus on the rich history of the church including former
ministers as well as some past and present veterans
who were/are members of Wesley Church. There will be
displays of old photographs, uniforms, artifacts, military
medals, pins, hats/berets, brief write-ups about the vet-
erans, & etc. There will be tours of the sanctuary and of
the Pioneer Cemetery where the founding families and
some veterans are buried. Veterans who still attend
Wesley Church will be around to talk to & greet visitors.
Some families of the veterans will serve as guides.
Light refreshments will be served. For more information,
email catherine.galbraith@sympatico.ca. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 10
The Crohn's and Colitis Foundation of Canada will

hold its 17th Annual Gutsy Walk (formerly the Heel 'n'
Wheel-a-thon) today in Richmond Hill. The Richmond
Hill/Vaughan event will raise funds for Irritable Bowel
Disease research by participants obtaining pledges

Continued on page 21
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Letter to the Editor

Brock’s Banter
By BROCK WEIR

100 Watts 
By CHRISTOPHER WATTS

As Charles Sequeira mentioned in his Senior Scape column
last week, we're pleased to welcome Sylvia Dickens to the Auroran
family as the new writer of the regular feature. 

Taking over from Brian Warburton as the regular eye on
Aurora's vibrant senior community and its equally vibrant Seniors'
Centre, Sylvia brings a wealth of journalism experience to the 
column and will undoubtedly cast her lively eye on the goings on
at the Centre and events all around Aurora. 

Sylvia was always interested in writing as a child - even during
her brief stint as a student at Wells Street Public School in the 
mid-1950s - but always resisted the encouragement of her father. 

"I always wanted to defy my father," says Sylvia with a laugh.
"He would bug me to read the newspaper every day, but I thought
it was boring." 

After working as a secretary for 20 years, she finally had
enough with that and decided to pursue more creative pursuits,
eventually earning an honours degree from Humber College.
(Incidentally, as a student, her very first published piece was 
printed in the Etobicoke Guardian by its then editor Ron Wallace!
Small world.) 

With a background in magazines, Sylvia actually found her 
column in newspaper writing and from her start as an editorial
assistant with in the Southam chain, eventually working for papers
in a variety of Ontario communities including Westport, and then to
the Gananoque Reporter where she won the Ontario Community
Newspapers Award for Community Heritage for her feature on stu-
dents living the life of 1812 Recruits at Fort Henry. 

Sylvia's inaugural Senior Scape can be found on Page 24. 

WHO GETS THE BOOK AND FILM ROYALTIES? 

While Councillors went around in circles on youth wants versus
needs over this community program space for youth over the last
few weeks, a familiar refrain was heard over and over again. 

I'm sure there were several references made to "Shoeless Joe"
and "Field of Dreams" before I started to count, but after five 
further references were chalked up on my tally sheet on April 17,
each and every utterance sent a shiver down my spine. 

The next week, at least two further references continued to
bring home the horrors of being forced to read W.P. Kinsella's
"Shoeless Joe" came back to me like a toothpick being inserted
under my fingernails each and every time. 

It was Grade Nine. I was in an English class where a teacher
hell-bent on selling a "four part trilogy" (no really!) with sci-fi and
mild-erotic themes held court, so, how "Shoeless Joe" fit into her
lesson plan is anyone's guess. 

If this wasn't enough, in a supreme act of slow torture, we had
to watch "Field of Dreams" piecemeal to illustrate the points in the
book as we went along. As someone who appreciates fine acting
in good films, watching Kevin Costner act as if his life depended on
it while "building it" hoping "he would come" was adding insult 
to injury. 

I thought those days were behind me, but thanks to the Aurora
Nine sitting at the Council table deciding the fate of this youth 
facility, those long repressed memories came to the surface. 

"If you build it they will come," said Councillor Buck. 
"I fear if you build it, they WON'T come," added Councillor

Ballard. 
"Build it and they will come," chimed in Councillor Abel. 
After the fifth reference, I went back into my archives and found

I was guilty of using this phrase before. Following the youth centre
debate, however, it certainly won't happen again. 

I just hope that now that Council and stake holders are now
waiting for capital and operating budgets for either of the two poten-
tial sites, we don't start hearing any variation of, "if we spend it, they
will/won't come." If so, I am submitting my therapy bills to be includ-
ed as a line item in the 2013 budget for the youth centre. 

My apologies to Aurora taxpayers in advance.

Rebel with a Cause 

To submit a letter to the editor please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com – deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m. 
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As we fast approach the halfway mark of 2012 I have
found little that could be classified as innovative with regards
to the Town's approach towards environmental stewardship.

Events held to mark "Earth Week" amounted to photo-ops
of a handful of citizens test riding bicycles or electric cars.

This following closely on the heels of "Earth Hour" where
the Town provided a complete vacuum of leadership by not
turning off lights at Town Hall and several other Town 
run facilities.

If we are to truly achieve sustainability in Aurora perhaps
we need to change our leaders, not our light bulbs.

Follow Christopher on twitter@WattsTrending

Gift of Life member is grateful for communty’s support
To the editor:

I am writing this letter to
express my appreciation
and gratitude for the support
provided by our community
as a whole and Town of
Aurora staff and elected rep-
resentatives specifically. 

As a member of the
newly formed York Region
Gift of Life Association I
organized a press confer-
ence at the Aurora Town Hall
on Friday April, 20 to official-
ly announce our launch and
to kick off National Organ
and Tissue Awareness
Week (NOTDAW) April 22 -
28. The group's mission is to
raise organ and tissue donor
consent registration in York
Region which has one of the
lowest registration rates in
Ontario. 

When approaching the
town about holding the
press conference in the
Council Chambers I was
impressed with the coopera-
tion and flexibility in accom-
modating my request. 

Julie Carpenter was very
personable and efficient in
making the necessary
arrangements and Bill
(sorry, can't remember his
last name) was very inform-
ative and cooperative in 
executing and facilitating 
a very successful press 
conference. 

Mayor Dawe spoke in
support of our group and
organ and tissue donation
going as far as to present
our group to York Regional
Council for support and
posting a proclamation of
support on the Town's web
site. Betty De Bartolo was
also very helpful. 

Everybody we dealt with
provided excellent and
friendly service including the
people on the Info Aurora
desk and the lady in finance
who found me supplies I
was missing. 

I would also like to thank
Councilor Ballard for his
attendance. Mr. Ballard
attended at his own initiative
which is truly appreciated.
Overall my experience in
working with Town Staff on
this project and others has
been a very enjoyable and
rewarding experiencing rein-
forcing my pride in being a
citizen of Aurora. 

The support received
was not limited to the Town
and its staff. 

In addition to our Mayor,
MP Lois Brown and MPP
Frank Klees (who is a pas-
sionate in his support for
organ donation) spoke,
endorsing our group and
mission. This is not the first
time for all three lending
their support to the cause at
my request. In the past they
all supported Project Organ
Donation Awareness
(PODA) a group formed by
my son Blair and nephew
Brent when they attended
Aurora High School. 

In addition a special
thank you goes to Oak
Ridges-Markham MPP Dr.
Helena Jaczek for attending
and speaking. This is the
first time all four levels of
government has supported
an organization such as
ours, in a non partisan man-
ner, in a public forum in York
Region and provides us with
great exposure and momen-
tum going forward. 

Finally I would like to

thank and commend the
local press for their atten-
dance and full support in
helping us get our message
out. 

All outlets covered the
event. I am involved in sev-
eral other endeavors around
Town and have found our
community to be a very 
giving one. I feel we are truly
fortunate to live in a commu-
nity that is so supportive and
giving. I have lived in Aurora
most of my life. I have

always been proud to say I
am from Aurora and that
pride continues to grow.

Thank You Aurora for
being Aurora. 

If you would like to help
us increase donor registra-
tion please visit www.bea
donor.ca and register your
consent. One donor can
save 8 lives and enhance
the lives of 75 others. 

Bruce Cuthbert
Aurora

While poppies are not yet blowing between these crosses row on row, they are part of a larger effort to
pay tribute to Aurorans and Ontarians who have answered the call of duty over the last three centuries.
To find out where these crosses are located in Aurora, please turn to Page 23. The answer may surprise
you!    Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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By STEPHEN SOMERVILLE

Devins Drive Junior Basketball

Front Porch
Perspective

Canadians have good reason for celebration in
2012 as we mark the Diamond Jubilee of our Head of
State, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

For only the second time in our history since Queen
Victoria in 1897, we will honour the 60-year reign of a
Sovereign. 

The Queen has dedicated her entire life to the serv-
ice of others and has always held this country and all
Canadians in the deepest of pride and affection. 

During Her Majesty's 2010 Royal Tour, her 22nd
tour of Canada, The Queen made a very simple yet
most profound statement; declaring that it was good
"to be home". Our Prime Minister has also said, "From
the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway to Expo 67;
from the 1976 Montreal Summer Olympics to the
Bicentennial of New Brunswick and Ontario; from the
125th anniversary of Confederation to the 100th
anniversary of the Royal Canadian Navy, The Queen
has been with us in celebration of who and what we
are as a proud confident people."

Canada has always had a monarch - since the time
of King Henry VII of England and King Francis I of
France. In celebrating Her Majesty The Queen and the
institution of the Canadian Crown (The Queen, the
Governor General and the Lieutenant Governors) in
this Diamond Jubilee Year, we also celebrate her
ideals and dedication to service as an example to us
all.

Did you know? Since her accession to the Throne
in 1952, Her Majesty The Queen has completed 22
Royal Tours of Canada-23 if you include her first Royal
Tour as Princess Elizabeth in 1951. Her most recent
tour here was in 2010.

Did you know? The Queen is patron of more than
620 charities and organizations around the world,
including 33 charitable and military organizations in
Canada. 

Did you know? The Queen speaks fluent French
and often speaks French during Royal Tours. 

Did you know? The Queen is Honorary
Commissioner of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
Her Majesty also serves as Colonel in Chief, Captain
General and Air Commodore in Chief of 13 units of the
Canadian Forces.

The Diamond Jubilee is an opportunity to celebrate
our traditions, history and symbols, values and institu-
tions, particularly in relation to the role of the Crown in
Canada. The Government of Canada is helping
Canadians celebrate this special moment by launching
a number of initiatives.

One of them, the Diamond Jubilee medal program,
is a legacy activity that honours 

Her Majesty and recognizes the service of
Canadians from all walks of life and backgrounds who
have made significant contributions to their communi-
ties, and helped create the Canada of today. 

Some 60,000 Diamond Jubilee medals-to match the
60 years of service of Her Majesty-will be given to
Canadians throughout the year. 

The Chancellery of Honours, as part of the Office of
the Secretary to the Governor General, administers
the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal pro-
gram. 

To be eligible for this honour, a person must be a
Canadian citizen or a permanent resident of Canada,
but need not necessarily reside in Canada; have made
a significant contribution to a particular province, ter-
ritory, region or community within Canada, or an
achievement abroad that brings credit to Canada; and
be alive on February 6th, 2012, the 60th anniversary
of Her Majesty's accession to the Throne. 

If you know someone who has made a made signif-
icant contribution to our local community, please con-
tact my office by phone at 905-953-7515, by email at
lois.brown@parl.gc.ca, or through my website at
www.loisbrown.ca. 

The Diamond Jubilee is one of several important
anniversaries leading to the 150th anniversary of
Confederation in 2017 that has shaped our history and
contributed to our national identity.

Together, I look forward to celebrating our sense of
belonging to the greater Commonwealth family and
our Canadian and local achievements in the last 60
years.

Over the past few weeks your scribe has had the pleas-
ure of watching his eleven year old nephew Devan, who is in
grade six, play a number of games for his Devins Drive
Public School junior basketball squad (grades four, five and
six).

And watching these youngsters brought back a lot of
memories of my own grade school and high school basket-
ball experience many years ago.

Some of these fond memories include the plea from my
senior high school basketball coach, "Somerville, you may
want to consider actually guarding your man at some point
tonight - he's only dropped forty-one points on you…" or
"Stephen, for god's sake, do not under any circumstances
shoot the ball.." 

But I digress.
Devan and his ten teammates have been practicing

before and after school for the past couple of months.
The boys then would play a couple of tournaments before

playing in their regional qualifier.
I attended their first tournament at a public school in

Richmond Hill. The boys, while showing lots of energy and

determination, seemed to be a little disorganized. Nothing
exceptional about this as it was their first game. Come to
think of it, the Leafs power play still seems disorganized.
Again, I digress.

By the second game, things seemed to come together.
The boys began to run the plays that they had been

taught by their coach. I saw some great "give and goes"
between the guards and forwards and the squad members
began setting picks and screens for one another in order to
break free for jump shots.

There were even some fast breaks points.
I was also impressed by the level of shooting of the group.
Two weeks later I watched them play in another tourna-

ment at King Secondary School. The Devins Drive squad
made the consolation final where they lost a nail biter to the
team that they had defeated by one point earlier in the tour-
nament.

My nephew even got the winning basket in one of the
games.

What I found particularly fascinating was the progress
shown by all of the individual players over the short time

frame of a couple of weeks of games; from learning to play
strong defense to making "back door cuts" for layup 
opportunities, among other skill sets they acquired.

It was also nice to see the amount of fans who attended
and the great sportsmanship shown by the players.

I bought a portable basketball hoop last summer for the
driveway with the intention of introducing Ryan to the game.
I have been very pleasantly surprised that in addition to my
son, both of my nephews are always outside shooting 
baskets, although the shoot around usually reverts at some
point to an NHL type game including body checks!

Devan now even likes to watch some basketball on 
television and his dad took him to see the NBA's Toronto
Raptors play their last home game. 

Too bad that my little guy won't watch either the NBA or
the NCAA basketball tournament games with me. I guess
Rome was not built in a day.

Next Column: Electing the York Region Chairperson

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Lois Brown The Queen's Diamond Jubilee: 
A Canadian CelebrationBy LOIS BROWN 

MP Newmarket-Aurora 
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

CALLING ALL GOLFERS! 
If you love playing golf and want 

to participate in a fun annual 
tournament while helping to 
support a great cause, call: 

905-967-0259 

Wednesday 
June 13, 2012 
8:30am Tee Off 
Station Creek Golf Club (Clublink) 
12657 Woodbine Ave. Gormley, ON 

Breakfast    Lunch    Cart 
Silent Auction   Prizes  

$200  

A & F Hair Elite
“Welcome 

Back 
Teresa!”

“Welc
Bac

Teres
In the Aurora Shopping Centre next to No Frills 

14800 Yonge St. Aurora, Ont. L4G 1N3  •  Tel: 905-727-6212
~Since 1970~

Barbershop & Hairstyling

Kean responds to letter writers over Dawe criticisms
To the editor:

I am not surprised by the
reaction to my letter regarding
Mayor Dawe's statement 
"I have also stopped beating

my wife" by those who cam-
paigned for the mayor and now
feel that they have to protect his
honour from that mean person,
Nigel Kean. 

Just imagine the gall that

Kean has, to actually say that a
statement made by the mayor
about beating your wife is
wrong.

Statements made by
Graham Wride and George

Gonsalves such as "this is an
outrageous accusation out of
frustration" or "this should not
be taken at face value" and "Mr
Dawe, cleverly gave the only
answer he could" only shows

how sad this situation is. 
Yes, Graham and George,

attack me for trying to get Dawe
to apologize for a reckless and
stupid statement aimed at
women who are vulnerable. 

Yes, I did sit on council and
when there I also sat as a vol-
unteer director of the Women's
Centre of York Region and I did
learn a lot about Women's
issues. Yes, it does offend me,
as it should everyone, when an
elected politician makes a
statement, whether in jest or as
Graham Wride says "Political
correctness has reared its ugly
head." He further goes on to
say "make a statement that is
common yet sarcastic" when
referring to Dawe's statement.

This has nothing to do with
political correctness. This has
nothing to do with muddying
the water. This has nothing to

do with humour or sarcasm.
And to Christine Woodley, this
is a real issue. Abuse against
Women is up 16 per cent over
the past year. Check with the
Violence Against Women
Group.  And to William
Hastings, things have changed
since 1968 and Peter Sellers
movies. This is real and not 
a movie.

This is a real issue and
should not be joked about.
Comments should not be
made in jest on this topic.

Mayor Dawe, do not let your
campaign team or friends fight
your battle. Apologize for the
statement and perhaps go to a
Woman's Centre meeting and
see how hurtful your words
were. In jest or not.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

Ignorance is the real problem, not litter
To the editor:

For some years now I've
had a struggle with this
apparently commendable
community minded event. 

It seems like a good
thing. Unfortunately, both the
name and the initiative sug-
gest that litter is the problem,
when really, as we all know
"litter" (used as a noun here)
is NOT the problem, but
rather the result of a prob-
lem. 

The real problem is those
who do the littering - those

who threw the crap out their
window or dropped it where
they were standing in the
first place; those who were
too lazy to find a trash bin or
carry it home to dispose of it
properly; those who never
give a thought to how this
careless and filthy habit
impacts others. Because
they never have to face any
consequences of their
actions, these individuals
have come to believe this
behaviour is acceptable. 

They will continue to "lit-
ter" (used as a verb here)

like this because nothing is
being done to address this
behaviour. The Mayor’s anti-
litter day is a huge and gen-
erous effort made by those
in our community who care,
cleaning up the mess made
by the ignorant among us
who do not.   

Is it not time we found a
way to begin a proper Anti-
Littering Program that actu-
ally addresses the problem?  

Surely it has to begin at a
young age at school -
because I watch young peo-
ple just casually tossing their

drink cups and pop cans, and
it astonishes me.  

What has happened to
environmental conscious-
ness in these younger gener-
ations? Clearly they are
learning it neither at home
nor at school, so what can be
done to re-instill it?  

How can we bring aware-
ness to this issue, and make
the behaviour of littering as
socially unacceptable as dis-
robing in public? 

Mr. Mayor and council, I
challenge you to address this
issue and come up with a
plan that will confront the real
problem - the behaviour of lit-
tering in our community by
those who are too ignorant to
care. 

Janet Matthews
Aurora

MP’s response to letter was “disingenuous”
To the editor:

In the issue of The
Auroran of the week of April
10, 2012 the response of
Lois Brown to Bob Rae's 
letter was disingenuous, to
say the least.  

Mr. Rae said that the

OECD, the Parliamentary
Budget committee, and
other experts claim that
Canada does have a pen-
sion crisis.  Ms. Brown did
not refute any of these
claims. Perhaps this is
another case of the Harper
government going its own

way, ignoring the facts, such
as they did in their drive to
build more prisons when
Canada's crime rate is the
lowest it has been in nearly
four decades.

Geoffrey Smith
Aurora

Organizer “daunted” but happy
with Home Show

To the editor:

Congratulations and
thanks to the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce,
Nancy Eveleigh Browne,
and all the volunteers for a
most enjoyable Aurora
Home Show 2012. 

This was the Aurora
Garden Club's first time in

the show and, at first, the
prospect appeared some-
what daunting. 

We had fourteen volun-
teers from our club partic-
ipating over the three days
and we all feel the same.
From the beginning,
Nancy and her team
answered our questions
and helped us through the

process quickly and effi-
ciently and patiently. For
us, one of the show high-
lights was winning the tro-
phy for Best Marketplace
Table Display. I honestly
think Nancy and the Team
were as excited as we
were! Thank you again. I
think you did Aurora
proud. 

All the visitors to our
'award winning booth',
don't forget to use your
Get in Free pass to one of
our upcoming meetings.
Check our website,
www.gardenaurora.com,
for details.

Judy Ryan
Aurora Garden Club
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 If you suffer from headaches
or migraines you need to be
aware of exciting new discover-
ies that can prevent years of
pain and suffering.

You may have told your doc-
tor you  suffer  with  pressure or
pain around your head or eyes,
neck  discomfort,  arm discom-
fort,  sleep interruptions,  nau-
sea, vomiting or visual changes. 

You may  find your pain
affects your  work,  housekeep-
ing,  leisure activities, playing
with your kids, exercise, sports
or other activities.   

Your doctor does some tests
but  the exam is negative….. the
x-rays are negative ….  the
blood and urine tests are nega-
tive …. and other tests are neg-
ative. 

You go to the drug store or to
your doctor and get  pills to help
relieve your pain. But you find
the headaches keep coming
back.   So you go back, again
and again, and get the same or
different drugs to  make you feel
better.  You doctor may eventu-
ally say... “I’ve done all I can do -
use the drugs to cope with 

the pain.” 
You are likely frustrated by

having to suffer with the come
and go pain but may also be
concerned on your dependen-
cy on the pain pills … and that
they may be giving you side
effects.  In some cases the
drugs create  headaches  -
these are called “rebound
headaches”. You may have
heard that there are serious
health risks associated with
chronic use (or overuse) of pain
pills that include damage to the
liver, kidneys and gut.   

Although the pain killing
drugs are designed to numb the
pain they do not correct the
underlying root causes of the
pain.  The most common under-
lying causes include nutritional
problems,  postural problems,
chemicals, jaw problems and
emotional challenges.
Interestingly, a common type of
headache called  cervicogenic
headache  is actually due to
poor posture affecting the neck
– and this causes  headaches!
It should be noted that only a
small  percentage of head pain

is actually caused by underlying
disease.  

Medical doctors largely
focus on medications to give
relief  but sufferers need to be
aware that there are additional
choices available for most
cases of headaches and
migraines that are effective,
modern, natural and safe.
These approaches have helped
many sufferers change their life
forever. 

To help sufferers an upcom-
ing workshop is scheduled to
reveal effective ways to solve
the problem of headaches and
migraines.   This eye opening
information has also helped
countless sufferers to feel bet-
ter, feel happier,  sleep better,
boost energy and improve  pro-
ductivity.    

As a community service the
workshop is free.

The workshop will be held
on  Wed May 9 from 7:30 pm –
9:00 pm. At the King West
Wellness Centre 141 King Rd.,
Unit 10, Richmond Hill. Seating
is limited. To make reservations
call 877-334-2785.

Lasting Solutions Found for
Headaches and Migraines

Advertorial

Members of Aurora’s Highland car dealership team set off from St. Andrew’s Plaza last week and cruised
down Yonge Street in this contraption for the Heart & Stroke Foundation’s “Big Bike” event. Geared
towards companies and groups, the Big Bikes can accommodate up to 29 riders (plus a driver supplied
by Heart and Stroke) and all money raised goes to lifesaving heart research. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

ities to amalgamate. When
negotiating with the Town of
Newmarket, we would be the
junior partner in that
arrangement, and they
thought they had us over a
barrel and were making
some pretty obnoxious
demands...and along came
Power Stream at the right
moment and offered us a
price we couldn't refuse.

"The only thing [that
made the decision to sell]
alright for me is that we
would only use the funds for
a project that we could
never, ever contemplate put-
ting on the tax bill, some-
thing that everyone would
love to have, but the cost of it
just would not be thought of
for the taxpayers to provide.

"[The pot] has grown to
$33 million. We have a site in
the Centre of town. It is ours,
so combined with a central
location in the heart of our
Town, I believe this Council
has the opportunity to do
something magnificent and
we would be fools to pass up
that opportunity. It's exciting
and what I am suggesting is
that some point in time,
whether it is this project, or
another project, we're going
to have to have a plan in
place that would bring the
greatest amount of participa-
tion from the community to
make this decision."

During the discussions,
Councillor Buck requested
that staff prepare a plan to
gauge the public's interest in
how the money should be
used. Council, she added,
could only have to give a

month's notice that they
intend to use the money but
said that would not be
enough time to adequately
get the public participation
necessary to make an
informed decision. Such
polling, however, would
need to take place before
the summer months to get a
good response. 

"Whether it is too late for
that, maybe, but at the same
time we should get going on
it," she said. 

Whatever the public says
about the use of the money -
and whatever form the pub-
lic consultation takes - the
ultimate decision will be
made by Council. For a deci-
sion to be made by Council,

however, a proposal to
spend "any of the principal
amount" needs to have a
two-thirds vote of Council
where all members are
present for the vote,"
according to Aurora
Treasurer Dan Elliott.

"If not all are present for
three meetings, eight must
be present thereafter," he
said of the requirements put
in place by the 2006 Council
of the day. "We try to have
everyone in the room for one
vote. If that doesn't happen
after three attempts, then
the requirement for Council
members to be in the vote
drops to eight thereafter.
Those are the rules estab-
lished.

"The plan here is to devel-
op a plan for community con-
sultation."

"I have an idea, and I
want everyone on Council to
come forward with their own
ideas - not just Council but
the whole community to be
involved," added Councillor
Buck. "No, I am not spending
$33 million on a parking lot! I
have greater ambitions."

From page 1

Mayor apologises for “wife” remark
By Brock Weir

Facing pressure from
two former Aurora council-
lors, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
apologised last week for a
remark he deemed "intem-
perate."

Mayor Dawe uttered the
controversial remark, "and
I've stopped beating my
wife" at the end of a heated
exchange between himself
and Councillor Chris
Ballard regarding the

establishment of a commit-
tee to negotiate a new con-
tract between the Town of
Aurora and the Aurora
Cultural Centre. 

The exchange came out
of Councillor Ballard's argu-
ment that Council did not
give the Mayor or municipal
staff the authority to negoti-
ate having a Council pres-
ence on the Cultural
Centre's Board of
Directors, as well as requir-
ing the Centre's participa-

tion in Aurora's budget
process. 

"I want some assur-
ances, quite frankly, that
the Aurora Cultural Centre,
given its reticence early on
to those two points was not
- how do I say this politely?
- unduly influenced or pres-
sured to make those two
points agreed to at this
point," said Councillor
Ballard. "Can I have your
assurance that they were
not pressured to do that,

that they came to include
these two points in this will-
ingly?"

Although Mayor Dawe
said that was an inappropri-
ate question, Councillor
Ballard pressed on. It was
noted in the report back to
Council and confirmed by
Rob Layton, President of
the Aurora Cultural Centre
Board with The Auroran,
that these were terms that
were agreed on, which
were duly passed by the

Cultural Centre Board itself. 
"Well, they didn't have to

approve it, and I am obvi-
ously not going to get any
assurances there was no
undue pressure applied, but
I have my concerns," said
Councillor Ballard.

"I have also stopped
beating my wife," replied
Mayor Dawe.

This remark sparked crit-
icism from former council-
lors Evelina MacEachern
and Nigel Kean, a couple of
weeks after the fact. The
latter wrote a letter to The
Auroran, sparking a flurry of
replies which were printed
in last week's issue. 

The majority of opinion
received by The Auroran -
indeed, not one letter
received agreed with Mr.
Kean's criticisms which
accused the Mayor of 

making light of spousal
abuse - were in support of
Mayor Dawe. Many noted
that the Mayor was simply
invoking the classic
"loaded" question, "Have
you stopped beating your
wife?"

Nevertheless, the Mayor
took direct aim at them at
last week's Council meeting
during time allotted to pub-
lic service announcements.

"During our March 27
Council meeting I made an
intemperate remark in
response to a line of ques-
tioning which I felt was both
inappropriate and unjusti-
fied," said Mayor Dawe.
"While not intending to give
offence, some considered
my remarks offensive and
for that I would like to take
this opportunity to apolo-
gise."

Plans are more "ambitious" than a parking lot
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Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 
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insurance@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436
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PEGGY’S
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MORNING MADNESS SALE
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Petch House could make comeback by year’s end
By Brock Weir

Revered by some and
reviled by others, Aurora's
venerable Petch House could
get a new lease on life by the
end of the year, according to
Aurora Parks and Recreation
Director Al Downey.

Mr. Downey made his
comments last week as
Council approved a resolution
to spend no more than
$75,000 for restoration servic-
es to complete the ongoing
Petch House restoration. 

Working from a previously
set budget of $145,000 to
restore the log building -
thought to potentially be
Aurora's oldest remaining res-
idence -- $33,000 has been
spent so far, resulting in an
$111,572 balance in the
account.

Restoration work will con-
tinued to be carried out by
Vandorf-based restoration
expert Peter Van Nostrand. 

"We engaged the services
of a contractor to come in and

take apart the Petch House
and transport it offsite and
begin restoration or fixing it
up," said Mr. Downey. "That
has actually gone extremely
well. We have been success-
ful in getting the house apart
and treating the timbers. It
has been under the direction
of an engineer because at
some point this structure will
be going back up again.

"All the logs have been
catalogued and evaluated.
The recommendations for
their structural integrity have
been identified. The contrac-
tor is presently sourcing out
additional materials that will
be required to complete the
building. He is almost there,
ready to fit the building back
together just to make sure
everything is okay, under the
direction once again of a
structural engineer. We are
anticipating the Petch House
could be on site this year, if
Council still chooses. 

"We will be seeking
Council direction as to exactly

where they would like us to
place the house."

Before the house was dis-
mantled, it was recommend-
ed that the house be recon-
structed on a concrete slab
behind the Aurora Seniors'
Centre on John West Way, at
the entrance site for the
Aurora Community
Arboretum. It was an idea that
raised some eyebrows
amongst the senior communi-
ty, but Mr. Downey told The
Auroran that the Seniors'
Centre site is still on track.

"The plan we submitted to
Council showed it at the
Seniors' Centre," he said. "We
have now completed a land-
scape plan that shows it at the
Seniors' Centre and we have
passed that plan by both the
Arboretum committee as well
as the Seniors' Association
and they are okay with it. They
have both given their okay to
that. I want to come back to
Council just to make sure
that's where they want to put it
prior to moving forward with

the concrete pad."
Since its dismantlement,

the logs have been cleaned
up, steam cleaned, and
allowed to air dry at Mr. Van
Nostrand's property. They
have also been bleached and
otherwise treated and tested
for their structural stability.

"We have some material
that we just cannot restore, so
there are a couple of methods
we're looking at," said Mr.
Downey. "One would be to lap
join new wood onto existing
logs, or to search out some
new logs. That's the route
we're going. We're looking at
some new logs, exactly the
same kind of material, obvi-
ously not historical to Petch
House, but certainly historical
to the period of the time. Mr.
Van Nostrand has been out
searching and he has a
source.

Materials in the Town's
heritage salvage program -
comprising of materials like
beams, mouldings, and other
architectural features collect-

ed from demolished heritage
buildings - have been put at
Mr. Van Nostrand's disposal,
but it is believed he is looking
at sources outside the Town's
portfolio. 

"I don't know that we have
beams that are exactly the
same size and of the same
material, so he would like to
keep it as historically relevant
as possible."

Over the past few years,
the future of the Petch House
has been a source of conflict
at the Council table, with
some Councillors wanting to
preserve the building at all
costs as an important piece of

Aurora's heritage, while some
argued since it started off life
in Whitchurch it was of little
relevance to Aurora. Some
wanted it restored and put
back to its former glory, while
others said it was too far
gone, even going as far as
suggesting it be taken down in
a controlled burn.

"It has been a long road for
the Petch House and I am
glad to see it is going well,"
said Councillor Wendy
Gaertner. "I am surprised how
some of the Councillors' votes
and opinions on Petch House
have changed over the
years."

Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School stu-
dents Brad Breedon and
Courtenay Field – joined
here by the Williams
Wildcat – spent
Saturday raising money
with fellow students for
the school and local
charities in a rummage
sale organized by the
school community.
Students collected 
miscellaneous second
hand items over the last
few weeks and had their
wares up for sale
Saturday morning.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

M&M’s sets $1.5m goal for charity BBQ
By Brock Weir

M&M Meat Shops
across the country -
including here in Aurora -
will be turning up the heat
this month to raise $1.5
million for the Crohn's and
Colitis Foundation of
Canada. (CCFC)

It's that time of year
again, and Greg Foster's
M&M Franchise will be
joining the others in firing
up the propane tank and
serving up hamburgers
and hotdogs to raise
money for their annual
Charity BBQ Day. 

Aurora's M&M location
at 15005 Yonge Street will
once again be participat-
ing in the fundraiser on
May 12 from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.

This will be the 24th
year the company has
been raising money for
curing inflammatory bowel
disease (IBD) and through
23 spring seasons, they
have raised over $21.5
million in finding a cure. 

According to the com-
pany, they first got
involved in raising money
for Crohn's and Colitis in
the late 1980s. Their
Charity BBQ Day began in
1989 when company

founder Mac Voisin did
some research on IBD. He
realised that through
events such as these he
had a unique opportunity
to help raise awareness of
a condition not necessari-
ly on the radar of the aver-
age Canadian unless you
are, or know someone
who is suffering.

"What began in 1989
with just a handful of
stores has evolved into a
national event at more
than 450 M&M Meat Shop
locations across Canada,"
said Mr. Voisin in a state-
ment. "We are celebrating
23 years of funding for
CCFC and Charity BBQ
Day has definitely become

an expression of who we
are as a company. 

"The commitment of
our franchisees and vol-
unteers in communities
from coast-to-coast is
phenomenal and we thank
everyone for their dedica-
tion. Our goal is to help
find a cure so that our
event can become an
annual celebration of the
cure for IBD."

In addition to their
annual charity barbecue,
M&Ms raises money for
the CCFC throughout the
year and through several
initiatives, including
National Family Dinner
Night, local golf tourna-
ments, on-counter dona-

tion boxes, in-store
fundraisers like the sale of
stars, and sponsoring the
Gutsy Walk. 

This year's Gutsy Walk
- formerly the "Heel 'n'
Wheel-a-thon" will take
place at Richmond Hill's
Mill Pond Park, near
Bathurst and Major
Mackenzie Drive, on
Sunday, June 10. For 
more information visit
www.gutsywalk.ca.
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Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Sterilization Units

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

905-841-3100
WWW.OUTDOORLUXURY.COM

255 INDUSTRIAL PARKWAY SOUTHUNIT 7, AURORA

BOOK
YOUR

OUTDOOR
KITCHEN
TODAY

outdoor kitchens • pizza ovens
outdoor fireplaces • bbqs

SHOES 

DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES- JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Gizeh Lavender

Gizeh Black

Raz & Mae Khamissa, owners of Omar Shoes

14800 Yonge St. • Aurora Shopping Centre • 

SHOES
EST. 1970

to come into Omars Shoes for       a consultation
with their friendly, informed staff. Omars has been fi tting shoes     
                                 from babies to adults, for over 40 years.

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

Gizeh Rose Red

A great gift to Mom for 
Mother’s Day  Sunday,  May 13.

Gizeh Lilac Patent

Quality Craftsmanship to better 
support your feet... 

and improve your health!

WHERE  GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT

eh LavenderGize

905-727-9391 www.omarsshoes.com

with this idea, however, was
the December 6 group only
serves the residents of
Toronto and Peel, so who
better to bring this principle
to York Region than the vol-
unteers inspired by their
work. This newly established
group of volunteers identi-
fied their target group as "at
risk vulnerable residents",
which covers "everything",
said Ms. Lee. 

They didn't want to serv-
ice just one type of individ-
ual because each resident is
valuable to the community. 

"We believe every resi-
dent of York Region is valu-
able, they're an asset, and
just because they are going
through a tough time doesn't
mean in a year or two from
now they can't turn their
lives around and become
productive members of the
workforce and successfully
raise their children," said
Ms. Lee. "We believe in giv-
ing a hand-up. That is really
the focus and the core of
moving forward. We want to
give a hand up and help
people who are desperately
trying to move forward."

This was a philosophy
which recently caught the
eye of Aurora volunteer
Nicole Popovich at a
fundraising gala in February.
Inspired by the story Ms.
Lee shared about moving
forward, Ms. Popovich
sought her out and intro-
duced herself. She wanted
to learn more and attended
a meeting at Moving
Forward's Richmond Hill
headquarters, and eventual-
ly found herself tasked with
helping throw a gala this
November.

"What I like about it is it
helps people who would oth-
erwise fall through the
cracks through other com-
munity services and social
programs," she said. "It's an
extra safety net and what
really appeals to me is it is a
step up that really helps
people move forward with
dignity. I like the fact it is a
hand up and that's what
people need."

Applicants for Moving
Forward 2015's interest-free
loans are referred to Ms.
Lee, Ms. Popovich, and
other community volunteers

through community part-
ners ranging from Yellow
Brick to the Children's Aid
Society to even municipal
politicians. They do not do
credit checks, fully aware
there is a chance that 
people won't pay. But after
lending out $62,000 so far,
only three loans have been 
written off. 

Since its inception, the
Moving Forward Foundation
has flourished. The 2015
year was tacked onto the
name by necessity when
they tried to register their
d o m a i n .
Movingforward.com was
already taken, so "2015"

was added just to be unique
and different. From that
humble beginning, however,
that year has taken on a life
of its own and is helping
steer Moving Forward's
future.

"If we have $250,000 
circulating in our loan 
program it will feed itself
with recycled payments and
we will be able to continue
to raise funds and also con-
centrate on other projects,"
said Ms. Lee of the group's
vision of its future in 2015.
"By 2015 if we have that out
there and we're still at a 90
per cent success rate, each
month we would eliminate

From page 3

Local restaurants,
including Jonathan’s,
the Edward Street Grill,
Bonsai Tea House,
Scorpion, and the Aqua
Grill threw open their
doors Wednesday night
for A Taste For Life, an
initiative of the AIDS
Committee of York
Region. Starting at 6
p.m., participating eater-
ies donated 25 per cent
of all bills to the AIDS
Committee. Restaurants
also provided live enter-
tainment, including
David Pilkey and
Stephen Falk, who 
serenaded diners at
Jonathan’s. 

Auroran photos 
by Diane Buchanan

Group sets target for 2015

Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

CHARLIE Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283
Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.

AASSKK  UUSS  
AABBOOUUTT  TTHHEE  HHSSTT

ever having a waiting list. 
"Now the name makes

sense."
For more information 

on the group, visit
w w w . m o v i n g f o r w a r d
2015.com.
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YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

Chris Hrynyk 
Insurance Representative

For a free life insurance quote 
please visit

www.canadacoverage.com

Tel: 289-466-5196
chrynyk@monarchwealth.ca

www.monarchwealth.ca

Insurance Products 
Term Life • Whole Life 

• Critical Illness 
Disability • Segregated Funds

NOTICE OF PUBL IC MEETING

The Town of Aurora will hold a public meeting on Wednesday,  
May 23, 2012 at 7 p.m. at the Aurora Town Hall Council Chambers 
at 100 John West Way to consider a proposed Zoning By-law 
Amendment under Section 34 of the Planning Act.

An application by The Bungalow Inc. (D14-04-12) has been 
submitted to amend the Zoning By-law on the property municipally 
known as 78 Wellington Street East located on the north side of 
Wellington Street East between Wells Street and Walton Drive.

The applicant is proposing to amend the zoning from Special Mixed 
Density Residential (R5) Zone to a Commercial Zone to permit 
an office use on the subject lands. An application for site plan 
exemption is currently filed as file # D11-(EX)02-12 in respect of the 
subject lands. 

Any person may attend the public meeting and/or make written 
submissions to the Town Clerk and/or verbal representation either 
in support of or in opposition to the Zoning By-law Amendment.  
Please be advised that correspondence in relation to planning 
matters is compiled by the Town for the purposes of creating a 
record that is available to the general public.  

Please note that in accordance with the provisions of the  
Planning Act:

I. If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting or make written submissions to The Town of Aurora 
before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled 
to appeal the decision of the Council of The Town of Aurora to the 
Ontario Municipal Board.

II. If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting or make written submissions to The Town of Aurora 
before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body may not be 
added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario 
Municipal Board unless, there are reasonable grounds to do so. 

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora, in 
respect of the Zoning By-law Amendment, you must make a written 
request to The Town of Aurora attention the Director of Planning & 
Development Services. 

Additional information and material regarding the proposed Zoning 
By-law Amendment application will be available for inspection 
Monday through Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. in the 
Planning & Development Services department at the Aurora Town 
Hall. Please direct inquiries to Marty Rokos at 905-727-3123  
ext. 4350.

The planning report will be available on The Town of Aurora’s 
website on the Friday before the public meeting. Please see the 
public planning agendas and minutes section, located at  
www.aurora.ca/agendasminutes

Dated: May 1, 2012

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4350

FAN MAN

 
Tuesday to–Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

www.thefanman.ca

Phone for an Appointment
Introducing Lavie by Design Interiors

Instock Inventory

Two options for youth facility take a step forward
By Brock Weir

Aurora's youth have partici-
pated actively in developing the
case for the Town's "community
program space for youth",
according to Councillors coun-
tering earlier arguments they
have been left out of the process. 

Suggestions for increasing
the involvement of youth in the
evolution of the youth centre
have been ongoing in recent
weeks when plans for possible
facilities at the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex and the
Stronach Aurora Recreation
Centre began to be fleshed out.
Council has now approved going
forward with determining the
capital and operating budgets for
these two options, which is the
next step before a youth space
becomes a reality.  

Before that approval got
underway last week, however,
Councillor Chris Ballard, an
active proponent in coming up
with an alternative that would
result in a standalone facility for
Aurora's youth, made a motion
calling for the matter to be
deferred to October.

In the intervening months, he
said a facilitated advisory com-
mittee of young residents could
be formed to help guide the
vision, design, programming,
and funding of a youth centre. 

This amendment, however,
was rejected by the majority of
Council as being contrary to the
motion, so the others pressed
ahead.

Councillor John Abel , reject-
ing the idea that the youth project
was being "rushed", outlined the
history of the project and said
contrary to comments made last
week, a community program
space for youth, although
attached to one of the complex-
es, would not just serve sporty
kids. 

"I think it is only fair that this
information we have all been
given should be divulged and not
omitted in some of the com-
ments," said Councillor Abel.
"The analysis was done with
youth, parents, and community
stakeholders. There's a variety of
cultural arts and crafts programs,
sports and fitness, and general
interests. This speaks a lot to the
youth needs. This has been
developed over 10 years and I
would hardly call it rushing.

"This is moving forward to
see what budget funding is
required and to further develop
what we have got here. It's an
excellent report and we should
move forward with this. Specialty
programming, Aurora Teen Idol,
youth concerts, skateboard clin-
ics, it covers everything. I am not
going to be dissuaded that we're

rushing and that we have always
told it was going to be a youth
centre."

According to Al Downey,
Aurora's Director of Parks and
Recreation, extensive surveys
have been taken place with
Aurora's youth on a youth facility
since 2007. What was before
Council on Tuesday was a "cul-
mination of a number of years of
work with the youth in the com-
munity as well as the staff and
looking at opportunities that
would provide programming and
facilities specifically centred
around youth.

"I certainly understand some
of the concern with regards to
continuing to do dialogue and we
concur with that," said Mr.
Downey. "However, we are seek-
ing Council direction on moving
forward with the Centre and that
consultation would be ongoing
with regards to that site."

From the perspective of
Councillor Wendy Gaertner,
however, the Community has
been asking Councils in Aurora
for a youth centre proper since
the 1960s. Youth advisory com-
mittees recommended, she
said, that the Town provide a
youth centre.

"I have spent a lot of time with
youth and I would say the most
constant question I have been
asked both by parents and by

youth is when are we going to
have a youth centre," said
Councillor Gaertner. "It was
never a youth programming
space, although I understand
how that would be helpful for us,
but the community has been
asking for a youth centre, which
is very different from youth pro-
gramming space. 

"I know we have done a lot of
research with youth [but] I don't
believe it was ever put to them,
'would you like a youth centre, or
would you like more program-
ming space in town.' I think if you
asked them that question they
would say they want a youth
centre."

This was a sentiment shared
by Councillors Ballard and john
Gallo. While Councillor Ballard
said he was "worried that the
train had left the station and it is
moving along and picking up
speed and shortly it will be too
late to stop it," Councillor Gallo
said he had never been able to
"nail down" the reason for a
Centre and wanted more time to
consider what the youth want.

The tide, however, was in
favour of going forward.

"Staff have repeatedly
demonstrated the need for more
space in the presentations they
have given us and in the reports
in front of us," said Councillor
Michael Thompson. "If we're

going to meet the growing needs
of the community we need to
review this intiative and to deal
with that we need to have a
meaningful discussion. That
means getting a report back on
the capital and operating budg-
ets of the options presented
before us. Without having that
information, it is hard to deter-
mine the value of this initiative to
the community and so forth.

"This moves the discussion
forward and then allows us to
have that full and wholesome
debate on the value of moving
forward."

Another supporter was
Mayor Dawe.

"This is not just a sports facili-

ty," he said. "The [study] was a
statistically valid survey of youth
between 12 and 18. We have
youth input. I don't know why
people say we don't have youth
input. Opinions were sought. As
the report notes, the Aurora
Youth Advisory Council was dis-
banded due to lack of participa-
tion. Does that mean we should
have one? Yes, but it doesn't
mean we should weigh on this
decision until we have one in
place.

"We have 10 years worth of
work in doing this, so we can
move ahead or do another
report, and after all is said and
done, much will be said and
nothing will be done."

Demolition idea could pave the way for “something wonderful”
By Brock Weir

Underused and out-of-
date buildings on Victoria
Street could be razed to
make way for what
Councillor Evelyn Buck
describes as "something
wonderful."

Town Staff will now be
compiling information relat-
ing to the disposition of
municipally owned buildings
on the western stretch of
Victoria Street between the
Aurora Cultural Centre and
Victoria Hall, currently occu-
pied by the old Aurora Public
Library building and Seniors'
Centre. 

Councillor Buck put for-
ward a motion calling on the
Town to take the next steps
and put forward a plan for
the site, earlier in April and
came up for discussion last
Tuesday. 

"A consultant study on
the former library building
determined a lack of viabili-

ty," said Councillor Buck in
her motion, which was dis-
cussed and ultimately
passed with an amendment
at the meeting. "The building
has been replaced by a new
library facility. Parking was
insufficiently provided for the
new library. Retaining the
structure was not recom-
mended."

Councillor Buck first float-
ed the idea to get rid of the
old library and Seniors'
Centre in recent discussions
over the proposed communi-
ty space for youth/youth
centre. Not satisfied with the
options presented by Parks
and Recreation Director Al
Downey, she said a multi-
storey multi-use facility -
potentially with underground
parking if the soil allowed -
on the Victoria Street side
could be the ideal solution. 

"Their demolition would
provide very little additional
parking, but it opens up the
possibility for considering

alternatives to just on-sur-
face parking," said
Councillor Buck last week.
"There is no telling if we
include this resolution
tonight, there is no telling
what the potential for devel-
opment will be for that site. If
the Church Street School
[was provided in a recent
study] as an impetus for revi-
talization of the Downtown
Core, another building five
storeys high with three or
four studios on each floor
could, I guess, [provide] 50
times more impetus on the
possibility of the revitaliza-
tion of the Downtown.

"I'm not inclined to be a
Pollyanna, but I do pride
myself in recognizing when
the time is right to take a
step forward, and the time is
right. Every Council should
be so lucky as to have this
opportunity."

The Councillor's motion -
with an amendment later in
the meeting to address con-

cerns of Councillor John
Gallo to replace the phrase
"demolition" of buildings  to
"disposition" of the struc-
tures - found widespread
support at the table, and fur-
ther suggestions on what
could be done on the site
were not in short supply.

"We could have some-
thing like a Town square,
some sort of gathering place
in addition to a teen centre
or an arts complex for
music," said Councillor
Sandra Humfryes. "I am
absolutely excited about
your motion moving forward
and I think there is a great
opportunity to provide revi-
talization downtown."

For Councillor Michael
Thompson, going forward
with Councillor Buck's
motion would provide this
Council with an opportunity
to be "visionary" in the
revamp of Downtown
Aurora.

Continued on page 19
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This was the fifth year Aurora’s Lennard family – including Annika, Tim,
Thomas, and Dee above  – participated in the Mayor’s Anti-Litter Day. The
Mayor’s Anti-Litter day was held at various locations around Aurora on
Saturday for people to pitch in and clear the Town of some garbage in the
parks and trails. The day culminated in a celebratory event at Town Park to
mark a job well done.                                        Auroran photo by David Falconer

Two weekends ago my
husband Wayne and I partici-
pated as exhibitors in the
annual Aurora Home Show.
This was our first time at the
show in several years and I
was impressed to see how
this event has evolved to
include a variety of small and
not-so-small businesses in
Aurora and the surrounding
communities.  

My sincerest thanks to all
those who visited our booth,
introduced themselves and
entered our draws.  I'm
pleased to announce that
Jean Souter of Aurora was
the lucky winner of the 2-
Hour Decor Consultation,
and that Matthew Wilson of
Newmarket was the winner of
the Benjamin Moore paint
give-away.  A big thank you
goes out to the generous
Mark and Mary Klein at Mac
Fleming for donating the
paint for our draw.  

Over the course of the
weekend, I had some great
discussions with a variety of
people in the community
regarding the joys and frus-
trations of renovating, deco-
rating and investing in what
is, for most, the largest asset
they will ever own - their
home.  

As the show wrapped up, I
began reflecting on these
conversations and thought
that some of them were worth
sharing with you.

Late in the weekend an
impassioned visitor

approached me and told a
story of her friend who had
hired a decorator who, in
turn, hired a tradesperson to
work in her home.
Unfortunately the tradesman
botched the work he was
hired to do.  After trying to
resolve the situation, those
involved turned to small
claims court in an effort to
rectify the matter.  I'm afraid
that this type of scenario like-
ly occurs more frequently
than we know.

While I was not personally
involved in this matter, I do
know one thing for sure:
there are two sides to every
story.  

I'm certain that the home-
owner simply wanted quality
work to be done on her behalf
at a reasonable price.  I'm
also certain that the trades-
person wanted to get the
work done in an efficient
manner, leaving a happy
client while receiving reason-
able pay for his efforts.  

Early on in my working
career I received advice that I
incorporate into my work on a
daily basis, and that is to
"assume positive intent."  

I approach all my dealings
with clients and tradespeople
alike from a place of trust and
collaboration.  But since
Murphy's Law does exist,
there are times on job sites
where I become a fire-fighter
as much as I am a project
manager.  

Unfortunately under the

pressure of a job site, budg-
ets and deadlines, well inten-
tioned people often take on
work for which they have not
been trained.   

There is nothing more
dangerous than a person
with a little bit of knowledge.
If you (whether you're a
homeowner or a trade), know
how to do a bit of something,
don't proceed with the work
until you know how to do ALL
of it.  When in doubt, hire a
professional who already has
the experience.  

On any site, it is the job of
the project manager, whether
it's a designer, decorator,
architect, engineer or home-
owner to ensure that trades
people are properly qualified
in their respective fields.
However, it is ultimately the
responsibility of the home-
owner to approve any work
being conducting in their
home.  Know who you're hir-
ing.  

In order to protect the
investment that is your home,
those considering renova-
tions would be well advised to
first investigate the larger
issue of insurance.  Prior to
work beginning, contact your
home insurance company to
ensure your property is
appropriately covered during
renovation work.  

In addition, homeowners
need to ensure all trades
people working in their home
have their own adequate
insurance coverage as well

as WSIB coverage.  The pro-
tection of all parties is imper-
ative on any renovations, big
or small.

In the end, I believe that
neither trades nor project
managers should walk away
from a bad situation without
resolving it first.  Sometimes
that means  involving another
more qualified person in
order to get results accept-
able to all.  I also believe that
the saying "you get what you

pay for" is a fundamental
truth.  I have a wise contrac-
tor who regularly touts, "You
can have cheap and you can
have good, but you can't have
both."  

Your home requires an
investment that reflects its
value because it's too impor-
tant an asset to short change.
I look forward to the day
when there is a greater focus
on good quality workmanship
conducted by highly qualified

professionals instead of the
current trend towards getting
all work done quickly and
cheaply.

Janice Clements is a
Certified Interior Decorator,
President of Clements
Interiors and a member of
CDECA.  Visit her on the 
web at www.clement
sinteriors.com, or follow her
blog at http://www.40
s o m e t h i n g a n d c o u n t -
ing.blogspot.com/

Bringing Design to Life
By JANICE CLEMENTS

Protecting your Investment and 
Other Insight from the Home Show
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Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 

E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. kaitlingroup.com
For more information visit our website at

All suites include expansive Balconies or Terraces
DOWNTOWN AURORA
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GRAND OPENING
NOW OPEN

 from
$299,990

Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.
Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm. 
Friday by appointment. Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm

By Brock Weir

Arguments in the latest
chapter of former Aurora mayor
Phyllis Morris' aborted $6 mil-
lion lawsuit against local blog-
gers, among others, began last
week when lawyers for both
parties met to argue costs.

The case unfolded
Thursday afternoon in a
Toronto courtroom before
Master Hopkins, where local
bloggers Richard Johnson and
Bill Hogg sought approximately
$40,000 in additional costs
from Ms. Morris. 

The claim resulted from the
suit she brought against them,
among others, for comments
made on the Aurora Citizen
blog she claimed were defama-
tory.

The arguments for Mr. Hogg

and Mr. Johnson were made by
lawyer Jordan Goldblatt, who
claimed proper procedures
were not followed by Ms. Morris'
team when bringing about this
lawsuit, as well as their belief
this was a SLAPP (Stratigic
Lawsuit Against Public
Participation) case. 

Mr. Goldblatt argued that as
the Notice of Action, which was
served to the three named in
the lawsuit in October 2010,
was not preceded by a demand
letter nor followed immediately
by a statement of claim.

"I say this was part of a pat-
tern and a plan to use this litiga-
tion as a political tool to silence
opponents of the mayor prior to
the election," said Mr. Goldblatt.
"There is nothing in the record
before you that explains why
the proceeding commenced

this way."
He went on to argue that the

fact the lawsuit was com-
menced by Ms. Morris "in her
capacity as Mayor" (something
which was later amended) was
evidence there was a political
aspect to the case, adding
since the lawsuit was com-
menced with public money, his
clients should be entitled to full
indemnity.

"You asked whether there
was a demand letter or any-
thing along those lines set up
beforehand and the answer is
no," said Mr. Goldblatt. "What
we do know is there are
Council minutes that authorised
or in some way lead to this
claim, which was publically
funded [when it was issued].
You see [from the Council min-
utes] what was authorised was

'the Town Solicitor retain exter-
nal legal counsel and all actions
to bring a resolution to this 
matter.' The only thing that was
done was the issuing of the
notice of action. No demand 
letter, no request for a retrac-
tion, nothing. That's why I say
this was political.

"My point is no other steps
were taken and I think it is fair to
say that in litigation, most 
parties would take steps to
avoid it or try to resolve it then
before serving a $6 million
notice of action. Litigation
should be a last resort, not a
first."

The proper way for Ms.
Morris to have proceeded, Mr.
Goldblatt argued, was to avoid
naming Mr. Hogg and Mr.
Johnson as defendants in this
case, if she believed they had
information relating to the iden-
tities of the anonymous posters
who allegedly defamed her,
instead naming them respon-
dents. But not doing so, he said,
indicated "this was about more
than defamation", he said.

"The Plaintiff commenced
this claim with the backstop that
her legal fees would be paid
for," said Mr. Goldblatt. "I appre-
ciate that wasn't the deal by the
end of the day, but she was fully
indemnified when this claim
started. My clients are entitled
to full indemnification as well."

Although Ms. Morris' lawyer,
Ken Clark, did not have time to
make his full arguments on
Thursday's hearing, he told the
court that his story was very dif-
ferent from the one told by Mr.
Goldblatt.

"It's the story of a small
municipality's mayor, who has
been the subject of outrageous
comments, threats, and a
municipal official whose unani-

mous Council supported her in
bringing this action."

Master Hopkins said he
found this support from Council
"surprising."

The support in question was
voiced by Council in September
2010, and while the motion to
bring this to a resolution was
unanimous by the Councillors
in attendance, Councillor
Evelyn Buck and then council-
lor Alison Collins-Mrakas did
not participate. Then deputy
mayor Bob McRoberts then
said he had second thoughts in
the following meeting. 

Councillors Wendy
Gaertner and John Gallo both
said following the 2010 election
they were not aware this vote
had, in fact, authorised a law-
suit, and would have asked
more questions at the time in
hindsight.

"Municipalities have obliga-
tions in a sense of protecting
their public officials," said Mr.
Clark. "There are lots of people
out there who don't like what
they do. There is a lot of political
speech out there that is protect-
ed. It is incredibly important to
have protected political speech,
but Canadian law draws a line
between acceptable and unac-
ceptable speech."

In his arguments, Mr. Clark
outlined his perspective on the
history of the case. He said a
simple review of the words out-
lined in the case as defamatory
would show Ms. Morris' suit
was "meritorious and fought
over the reputation of Ms.
Morris in her capacity as Mayor
of the Town of Aurora and in her
capacity as a person."

Someone calling another a
liar is defamatory, he argued,
referencing several other
instances deemed both defam-

atory and threatening by Ms.
Morris and her team. 

"If you bring a completely
meritless case and you're doing
it just to quash public dissent,
100 percent elevated costs,"
said Mr. Clark. "It's hard to
argue with that. Is this case friv-
olous and vexatious? My friend
had their opportunity to argue
that and dropped it. They had
their opportunity to argue it in
the Motion to Strike with Justice
Spence, but didn't bring it there
and lost the motion to strike.
Clearly this action was not frivo-
lous and vexatious."

Mr. Clark went on to argue
that Mr. Goldblatt's clients
ramped up their costs sought in
this matter, resulting from "tak-
ing unreasonable steps" such
as "frivolous motions" like the
motion to strike, and indicated
this may have been a reason
the third named in the lawsuit,
Elizabeth Bishenden, had set-
tled with Ms. Morris. Mr. Clark
added Mr. Hogg and Mr.
Johnson refused to answer
whether Ms. Bishenden settled
because of the escalating
costs. 

"We're just saying we have
to look at the costs reasonably,"
Mr. Clark told the Master. "If you
don't agree with our submission
that this is a bona fide case and
therefore no costs should be
awarded...when you're looking
at what's reasonable in the cir-
cumstances and you're looking
at the principle of indemnity,
you have to say were their
actions reasonable? Were they,
as we suggest, going over-
board? 

"We suggest that they were
going overboard."

The hearing - including the
remainder of Mr. Clark's argu-
ments - will continue on July 17.

Arguments for costs in Morris case begin 

Hervey case discussed at Council
By Brock Weir

Almost as a prelude to
Thursday's court hearing, the
second lawsuit stemming from
Ms. Morris' defamation suit
against three local bloggers, had
its brief moment in the sun at
Council last week.

After the previous week's
General Committee meeting,
Councillors adjourned into
closed session to consider
"advice that is subject to solicitor-
client privilege" regarding
Hervey v. Morris.

Hervey v. Morris was brought
against Ms. Morris by Aurora
resident George Hervey. Mr.
Hervey alleges Ms. Morris violat-
ed the Municipal Conflict of
Interest Act by not declaring a
pecuniary interest in the

September 2010 meeting which
paved the way for her defama-
tion lawsuit. This is a claim Ms.
Morris has strongly rejected and
intends to defend. 

At last Tuesday's meeting,
Councillor Wendy Gaertner
expressed her strong disagree-
ment with whatever had been
discussed behind closed doors,
asking for comment that would
have violated solicitor-client priv-
ilege according to Town Solicitor
Warren Mar.

"Since last week's closed
session, I have had time to con-
sider [the matter]," she said.
"Having time to reflect on that
item and on the people who
were in the room, it is my opinion
that the Town has no role to play
in the Conflict of Interest motion. 

"I believe the Town has the

responsibility to act in good faith
and ensure that the truth is told. I
will not be voting to take any
action that I believe adversely
affects an innocent person,
spends taxpayers' money on
something that is not the taxpay-
ers' business."

Councillor Evelyn Buck said
she was "flabbergasted" a mat-
ter of solicitor client privilege was
being discussed and after com-
ment from Mr. Mar said she
hoped no further comments
would be made.

Council passed the closed
session recommendation 6 - 3
with Councillors Gaertner,
Ballard, and Gallo voting 
against it. 

Hervey v. Morris next
appears before the courts in
August. 
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330 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora, ON L4G 4C3  905-841-0065 

New!  SENIOR ADVENTURE CAMP 
Ages 7 – 14 years

ROCK BAND CAMP-presented by 
My Jam Space  Ages 6-14 years

JUNIOR ADVENTURE CAMP
Ages 18 mos. to 6 years

For more information and to register, 
contact us at info@insideams.net or visit our website 

www.auroramontessori.com 

Camp Monty Summer Camps

By Brock Weir

A heritage talk on the
War of 1812 this
Wednesday kicks off a
week-long lead up to the
Lieutenant Governor
Simcoe's Levee for the
Queen's York Rangers next
Wednesday. 

Incumbent Lieutenant-
Governor David Onley, the
Queen's representative in
Ontario, will be at the
Aurora Cultural Centre on
May 9 to mark the second
annual event, during which
he will wear his new uni-
form as Colonel of the
Regiment in Aurora for the
first time.

On May 2, however,
LCol. Diane Kruger will pre-
side over the Cultural

Centre with a lecture on the
War of 1812. Historical
Curator for the Queen's
York Rangers, LCol.
Kruger's discussion gets
underway at 7 p.m.

"The plans are progress-
ing very well," said
Councillor Chris Ballard,
who is also overseeing the
organization of the Levee.
"We have as many as six
municipalities on board to
participate in the produc-
tion. The primary objective
is, of course, to raise
money for the Regimental
Assistance Plan, but as
important is we need to get
the word out to the citizens
of York Region about their
Regiment. 

"That has been a pri-
mary focus so it is hearten-

ing to see with regards from
last year to this year how
the recognition has grown.
More and more municipal
politicians do know what
the regiment is and believe
they should be supporting it
and that has been a key
breakthrough this time."

The silent auction, he
added, is also shaping up
and now includes the usual
things like golf and spa
packages, but more unique
are adventure packages
being put together by the
Regiment itself which could
include winning bidders
being able to spend time at
their training base in
Meaford doing "ranger
things", according to
Councillor Ballard.

"If anyone wants to know

Lieutenant-Governor to visit Aurora for next week's Levee
what the men and women
do on their training week-
ends, I think this will be a
good chance for them to be
taught how to fire some of

the guns, be in the vehicles,
and see what it is all
about," he said.

Tickets for the May 9
gala Levee are still avail-

able. For information on
ticket purchases, the event
itself, or the Regimental
Assistance Plan, visit
www.simcoeslevee.ca.

Build a sunken garden with Mom
By Wendy Soloduik

Why not share your
Mother's Day with the ulti-
mate mother - Mother
Nature!

Learn to build a 'sunken
garden' at the Sunken
Garden Workshop & Native
Plant Swap on May 13.

This event, presented by
the Windfall Ecology Centre
and York Region's Water for
Tomorrow, is an interactive
afternoon of gardening with

garden experts.
Participants will learn how

to build their own sunken
garden (or dry riverbed gar-
den) through hands-on
learning techniques. A
sunken garden captures and
channels rain water while
adding a new design feature
to your landscape. 

The afternoon also fea-
tures a look at native species
that will spice up your garden
and a native plant swap -
participants are welcome to

bring plants to add to the
garden (only native species)
and can swap with other
mothers. 

Refreshments will be pro-
vided, and all mothers will
receive a special Mother's
Day gift.

The event takes place on
Sunday, May 13, from 11
a.m. - 2 p.m. at the Windfall
Ecology Centre Office, 93A
Industrial Parkway South,
Aurora. Register online at
www.windfallcentre.ca
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SUMMER CAMP 2012
YOUR SUMMER ADVENTURE STARTS AT ACC SUMMER CAMP!YOUR SUMMER ADV

Aurora

Children’s

Centre
Providingquality caresinceJan 1988

abc

Educating thr

o

ugh play®

Are you looking for a
summer 
packed with

fun times,
exciting trips,

and new friends?

Look no farther than the
Aurora Children’s Centre

Summer Camp!

Our program features a variety of themes
that are sure to keep your child

active all summer long - no matter what their interests.

With many cool trips to places like:
Famous People Theatre

Medieval Times
Toronto Zoo

Scooters
Scenic Caves

   Variety Village
Round’s Ranch

Pop Rocks
Johnson’s Beach

Airborne Trampoline

It’s not too late to register your child for a

call or click today to avoid disappointment!

(905) 841-3422
www.AuroraChildrensCentre.ca
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Call or 
stop by 
the Dome 
for more 
details!

July 3 - 6* 
July 9 - 13 
July 16 - 20 
July 23 - 27

July 30 - 3 
Aug 7 - 10*
Aug 20 - 24
Aug 27 - 31

Open 8 am - 6 pm

* $140 for short week, 4 days only. 
- $175 per week**Full Days

9am to 12pm Only - $100 per week
$150 per week for 2 or more weeks**

115 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora, Ontario L4G 4C4

 
provided

 on Fridays!BBQBBQ Lunch 
Contact

www.auroradome.com  •  info@auroradome.ca

** prices do not include HST

905 - 727 - 2552

ICAMP is fun and exciting
summer technology camp where
kids can do exciting activities in
Robotics, Videogame Design,
Movie Making and Animation!
It's not an ordinary summer
camp!  Kids use new and exciting
technology to create fun projects
such as movies, LEGO® robots,
videogames and more.

ICAMP inspires creativity in
children.  On the first day of camp,
each child selects an Adventure
that becomes a theme for their
week.  For example, on the first
day of ICAMP, a camper might
select our Mission to Mars or
GameMaker Guru adventure.
From there, children create a sto-

ryboard of what their Adventure
is going to be about.  For exam-
ple, is the Mission to Mars
designed to find life on Mars, and
if so, how would the astronauts
get to Mars?  By creating the sto-
ryboard, children come up with
project ideas.  For example, a
LEGO® rover that can drive
around a rugged terrain and col-
lect soil samples might be one of
the projects! And that’s just one
Adventure – there are 10 more
Adventures to choose from!

"At ICAMP, children build a
wide array of skills – everything
from critical thinking, problem
solving, creating a storyboard
and even geometry. All of the

skills they learn here can be
applied immediately to the real-
world" says Nazar, who runs
ICAMPs across York Region.
“The fact that the children are in
charge of their Adventure gives
them a sense of ownership,
which is very meaningful to
them.”

“We want the kids to be really

creative users of technology –
that’s the goal,” says Nazar. The
philosophy is that the computer
should be an enabler – a tool to
achieve a creative objective. The

ICAMP environment is very fluid
and collaborative – kids will walk
around, checking out one anoth-
er’s projects and even offer to
help. Physical activity and breaks
are part of a regular day, where
kids will go outside and play a
healthy mix of camp games.
“Time outdoors is just as impor-
tant as the creative learning
being done indoors – the last
thing we want to do is sit a child
down for the whole day,” says
Nazar.

This summer marks the 9th
year that ICAMP will be operating
in Aurora for the summer (as well
as several other locations).
ICAMP will be running in Aurora
High School from July 3rd until
August 17th.  You can contact
ICAMP by phone at 416-993-
2503 or visit the website at
www.ctwyork.com.

ICAMP – An Exciting 
Technology Summer Camp!

July and August – week long camps 
and Saturday programs available

All Day Sports Camps  Golf & Hockey Camps

Learn to skate                 Learn to Play

Hockey Development       Power Skating

Ultimate Scorer              Defense Skills

Bodychecking              Goaltending Camps

Elite Goaltending           Elite Training Camps

Team Training                  Skills Improvement

3 on 3 Hockey League     Private Lessons

Group or Team Training    Shinny Hockey on Saturdays

Call NTR office to register or book.....

905-953-0978
www.ntrcanada.com

NTR Newmarket                             
2012 

Summer 
Camps 

Programs 

Once a LEGO robot is built,
testing it is the next chal-
lenge!  Here a young
camper is calibrating his
robot to detect the red ball
using a light sensor.

A team of junior engineers
works together to con-
struct a LEGO helicopter
as part of their Adventure.



THE 
AURORAN’S

NHL
HOCKEY

POOL
UNOFFICIAL FINAL RESULTSUNOFFICIAL F STLLTFINAL RESU

1 Trystan LeBrun-Nagle 67.00 
2. Dave Carruthers 65.00 
3. C. Wiederhold 64.00 

Chris Wiederhold 64.00 
Kevin Ramsay 64.00 
M. Wilkins 64.00 
Matt Wilkins 64.00 
Michael Hanoun 64.00 
Wells Karabin 64.00

10. James Butler 63.00 
11. Judy Sherin 62.00 
12. Andy Weddell 61.00 
13. Brigette Carpenter 61.00 

14. Jeff Doner 61.00 
15. Peter Billings 61.00 
16. Shaun Piper 61.00 
17. Bob Swanton 60.00 
18. Brandon Schad 60.00 
19. E Mulhern 60.00 
20. Jean Pelland 60.00 
21. Neil Hastie 60.00 
22. Tracey Lockhart 60.00 
23. Yosif Kakush 60.00 
24. David Stasila 59.00 
25. J. Dinenno 59.00 
26. Joe Dinenno 59.00 

27. John Cacchione 59.00 
28. John Wiederhold 59.00 
29. Maddy Magee 59.00 
30. Mitchell Farnum 59.00 
31. Terry Sherin 59.00 
32. Theresa Holden 59.00 
33. Andrew Smith 58.00 
34. Anthony Russell 58.00 
35. Caitlin Willert 58.00 
36. Domenic Fazari 58.00 
37. Hayden Trask 58.00 
38. Heinz Kobialka 58.00 
39. Jacob Glogauer 58.00 

40. Jeremy Gonsalves 58.00 
41. Joe DiTullio 58.00 
42. Jonah Byrne 58.00 
43. Kelly Keilty 58.00 
44. Kevin Thompson 58.00 
45. Lesley Byrne 58.00 
46. Louis Goulet 58.00 
47. Lucas Reid 58.00 
48. Nadine Trask 58.00 
49. Reid Carpenter 58.00 
50. Ryan Hastie 58.00

Thank you for your participation

As of April 30, 2012

UNOFFICIAL STANDINGS

Men’s Adult League 
NTR 3 on 3 Summer League  

TEAMS WANTED
in Sunday Over 30 years 

and Tuesday A & B divisions

Starts week of 
May 8th   
(15 games)

NATIONAL TRAINING RINKS
1155 Stellar Drive 

NEWMARKET

Cost:  Team $ 2599.00 
before 1st game 
or $2799.00 after

Call Jack McDonald to register!
Phone: 905-953-0978   Fax: 905-953-8326

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

SPORTS

Aurora Optimists Get Shady for Bike Rodeo
By Brock Weir

Things are getting shady
over at Optimist Park. 

The Optimist Park in
northeast Aurora, in the
neighbourhood just south-
west of Bayview Avenue and
St. John's Sideroad will soon
get a new shade structures
for picnicking families, large
events, or even family cook-
outs. The new initiative is
thanks to a $10,000 dona-
tion presented to the Town
by the park's namesake, the
Optimist Club of Aurora. 

The Optimists recently
presented the cheque to the
Town, and according to Alex
Ansell, president of the serv-
ice club, the need for a
shade structure became evi-

dent due to slow growth of
area trees.

"We held our 25th
anniversary celebrations at
Optimist Park recently and
there are trees planted all
along the outside of the
property that are slowly
growing, but there is a dis-
tinctive need for shade
where you would be holding
an event," said Mr. Ansell. "It
would provide cover for what
is happening for cooking
under, but there is nothing
there."

Construction on the new
open-sided rooftop structure
is slated to begin soon, but
the Optimist Club is not just
sitting idly by waiting for it to
happen; the group is also
putting its finishing touches

on its "bike rodeo."
Coming back for the first

time this year after a few
years' hiatus, the Bike
Rodeo will serve to keep the
bikes of Aurora's kids in top
working order as well as pro-
vide some lessons for the
rules of the road. 

"A committee was estab-
lished to resurrect it," said
Mr. Ansell of plans leading
up to the May 5 event. 

"It was held outside for a
number of years and weath-
er is always a big factor.
When it rains you have a
total washout, but at the time
[the event] had run its
course because we had
done it for 15 or 20 years.
You do reach a sunset on
some of these things and

what we see now with kids
and their bicycles is the way
some of them are riding -
especially through stop
signs - there is certainly a
need, and it applies to
weather it is inline skating,
or bicycles or skateboards.

"The bike rodeo is open
to all youth in Aurora. There
will be five situations like rid-
ing a straight line, or coming
up to a stop sign or light and
what do you do? It deals
with the rules of the road
and all bicycles will be
checked for safety. It's a
great time for the kids."

The revived Optimists'
Bike Rodeo will take place at
Aurora Community Centre 
1 on May 5 from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 

905-727-3300 Week of May 1, 2012theauroran.com

Local runners of all ages converged on the Aurora Community Centre Sunday
morning for the A&B Courier Run/Walk for Southlake.  The third annual event, 
originally named for late Aurora resident Bob Hartwell, raised money for Southlake
Regional Health Centre. (Inset: Christian Henoud displays his prizes after winning
the Kids’ Mini-Mile).                                                  Auroran photos by Diane Buchanan



Aurora Minor
Hockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2012/2013 REGISTRATION

On-Line Registration begins:  April 1, 2012

In-House Registration dates:  April 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, May 2, 9, 15, 23, 30 (6 – 9 pm)
April 21, 28, May 5, 12 (10 am – 1:00 pm)
AMHA Office at ACC1

Tryout Passports must be purchased prior to rep tryouts and can be 
purchased during the in-house registration dates.  Please refer to our 
websitewww.auroraminorhockey.net  for Rep tryouts policies and schedule.

REGISTRATION fees for the 2012/2013 season are:

$530.00          Players born 1998 through 2006*

$565.00          Players born 1992 through 1997

$  50.00          Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2012

$100.00          Late fee effective July 1, 2012

$  50.00          Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*Tyke players born in 2005 and 2006 must submit a copy of a birth certificate.
It is recommended that 2006 players have either taken skating lessons or 

completed one year of Opti Hockey.

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.

Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

The payment schedule is posted on the website.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2012.

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for AAA or any 
AMHA rep team. AMHA tryouts begin April 28, 2012.

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players

who register on or before June 30, 2012.
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants.

11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

KIA OF NEWMARKET

SPORTS
905-727-3300 Week of May 1, 2012theauroran.com

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS
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Lots to do in Aurora during Youth Week
By Brock Weir

This is National Youth
Week, and there are a num-
ber of activities in and
around Aurora taking place
through May 7 to mark the
occasion. 

Kicking off Tuesday, May
1, the SK8 Park at the
Aurora Community Centre
will be open from 4 p.m. to
6.30 p.m. At 4.30, the
Community Centre will also
host a Ball Hockey Drop In.
Further east, St. Maximilian
Kolbe will hold drop-ins for
volleyball and hoops begin-
ning at 6 p.m. with a dodge-
ball tournament kicking off
at 6.30.

After a busy Tuesday,
Fitness Boot Camp for
Teens, kicks off
Wednesday's afternoon and
evening programming at
4.15 at the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex. This will
be followed by Glass
Painting at 6.30 p.m. at
Victoria Hall, Home Alone
from 6.30 to 8 p.m. at the
Aurora Family Leisure
Complex,  and a gathering
of the Aurora Improv Club at
6.30 at the Aurora Seniors'
Centre.

The SK8 Park swings
into action Thursday after-
noon from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
followed by a Ball Hockey
Drop in at 4.30 at the Aurora

Community Centre, which
will also hold the SK8 Rage
Competition from 5 - 7 p.m. 

Families get their chance
to show what they're really
made of on Friday. Following
Band Nite at the Aurora
Community Centre, which
gets underway at 6.30, a 3
on 3 basketball tournament
will be hosted by Dr. G.W.
Williams Secondary School
from 8.15 until 10.15, while
over at St. Max, a
Father/Son Friday Sports
Night at 6.15 will be fol-
lowed by mother/daughter
volleyball at 7.15.

Weekends are often a
time for rest, but not this
week as local groups and

Town facilities ramp up their
programming for National
Youth Week.

On Saturday morning at
8 a.m., an all-day
Community Service Park
Cleak-Up, begins at the
Aurora Community Centre,
Fleury Park, and Machell
Park. A Youth Volunteer Fair
will be held at the Aurora
Public Library from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m., the SK8 Park opens

at Noon, and the Aurora Art
Show and Sale will be ongo-
ing at Town Hall.

In the evening, the
Aurora Public Library will
host two movie sessions
beginning at 7 p.m., while
back at the Aurora
Community Centre, a
Spring Fling Pre-teen
Dance will be held from 7
p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Similar programs will be

held on Sunday with the
addition of a moth-
er/daughter cyclefit drop-in
from 10.30 to 11.5 at the
Aurora Family Leisure
Complex, and an evening
lacrosse clinic from 7 p.m. to
8.30 at the Aurora Grove
Soccer Field. 

For further information
on programs and registra-
tion, visit www.aurora.ca or
contact 905-726-4760.

Spaces Limited–Book Soon to Avoid Disappointment! 
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AT YOUR 
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DI CECCO, 
JONES 

LAW OFFICE 

AURORA

Alessandro 
Di Cecco 

Carolyn 
Jones 

EXPERIENCE 
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EFFICIENCY 

905-751-1517
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It’s time again for Doors Open Aurora
By Mai Al Nabhan, 

Manager of Heritage
Planning & Urban Design

One year has passed and
the Town of Aurora and its
Heritage Advisory Committee
are getting ready again to cel-
ebrate one of the most popu-
lar yearly events in our town,
Doors Open Aurora.

Doors Open Aurora’s 7th
annual event will be taking
place on Saturday, July 14,
2012 with most sites open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Don't
miss this opportunity to dis-
cover or rediscover charming
Aurora, to explore landmarks,
natural sites and significant
structures, to ask questions,
take pleasure in walking
tours, to enjoy visual and per-
forming arts, to get your chil-
dren involved in interactive
cultural activities, and much
more!

Participation is free, no
tickets needed, no reserva-
tion, and no hassle! Just
come out and join thousands
of visitors in exploring
Aurora's hidden treasures,
many of which are not nor-
mally open to the public. 

This year, 20 distin-
guished sites are opening
their doors to visitors, some
of which took part in the event
in the past but still have a lot
to offer; others taking part for
the first time. Doors Open
Aurora is committed to offer
you and your family a memo-
rable experience by present-
ing a variety of sites that are
appealing and suitable for dif-
ferent age groups and
diverse interests.  

Doors Open Aurora is part
of Doors Open Ontario, a
community-based celebration
that builds pride in Ontario's
built and natural heritage for
residents and visitors alike. 

The first Doors Open Day
took place in France in 1984,
soon after, it spread to neigh-
bouring European countries.
In 2000, the City of Toronto
launched the first Doors
Open event in North America;
and, in 2002, Doors Open
Ontario, the first province-
wide event of its kind in
Canada, was launched by the
Ontario Heritage Trust.
Aurora joined in 2006 and
since then over 113 sites of
Aurora's most significant
landmarks, historical sites,
and natural sites have
opened their doors and near-
ly 17,000 site visits made. 

Start your Doors Open
day at the Aurora Farmers'
Market & Artisan Fair located
on Wells Street and in the
beautiful Aurora Town Park;
this is a place to enjoy a taste
of Aurora's seasonal fruits
and vegetables, baked
goods, and purchase 
handmade jewellery and
other crafts. 

This is also your first stop
for Doors Open Aurora; we
have a booth open at 8 a.m.
to provide visitors with printed
materials for all sites, event
map, directions and much
more. Stop by the Doors
Open booth and talk to our
enthusiastic volunteers; they
will be able to answer all your
questions and help you plan
your day. Come early, as the
Aurora Farmer's Market 
is only open from 8 a.m. 

to 1 p.m.  
The Town Park has been

used for recreation since at
least the 1860s and has also
accommodated the Farmers'
Markets - old and new - and
the drill shed for the local
militia. The Town Park is the
starting point for a remark-
able walking tour led by 
Dr. W. John McIntyre, 

a renowned architectural his-
torian and the winner of the
Lieutenant Governor's
Ontario Heritage Award for
Lifetime Achievement. 

The tour is entitled:
"Salvation, Legislation,
Education and Damnation: A
Walking Tour East of Yonge
Street". This tour is planned
to take visitors on a exhilarat-
ing journey to discover some
of the landmarks east of
Yonge Street that remind us
of salvation (historic church-
es), legislation (Aurora's first
Town Hall), education (grand
old elementary and high
schools) and even damna-

tion (the site of some of
Aurora's old hotels with their
infamous bar rooms). The
tour leaves at 10 a.m. from
the Doors Open booth at the
Aurora Town Park.

The Town Park is also the
place where your children
are invited to join Katherine
Belrose, heritage educator,
in a unique and exciting

activity "Kids' Discovery Area
- A Look at the History of
Agriculture and the Story of
Aurora's Fleury Works". 

Two additional walking
tours are led by Klaus
Wehrenberg, a renowned
local environmental and trail-
s' advocate. The tours will
start from Sheppard's Bush
House to Vandorf Road and
back along a trails loop; with
emphasis on natural heritage
and the ecology of Holland
River. Tours leave at 10 a.m.
and 1 p.m. respectively. Each
tour is 1 hour approximately,
so please come dressed
appropriately.

Several historic buildings
will open their doors to 
visitors to showcase how
heritage homes can be
restored and adapted for new
uses. To name a few, 
the Benjamin Stephenson
House, the George Russell
House, the Brome House
and the Church Street
Montessori are open. 

Hillary House, a national
Historic Site will also take
part in this year event with
special activities planned to
celebrate its 150th anniver-
sary. Another iconic building
and a testament to Aurora's
commitment to restore and

reuse its heritage building is
taking part as well, the
Aurora Cultural Centre "for-
mer Aurora Church Street
School". The Centre is 
offering various art displays
and activities that are not to
be missed.

Another distinctive site
taking part of the event is the
Aurora Cemetery; the ceme-
tery is a designated heritage
property under the Ontario
Heritage Act and contains
two unique structures; the
Dead House and the
Keeper's House in addition
the burial grounds. 

The Dead House is a rare
surviving example of an
octagonal cemetery storage
vault that is considered to be
one of the rare and best pre-
served octagonal structures
in Ontario. The Dead House
was used for temporary stor-
age of caskets and human
remains during the winter
months, until the ground
could be broken in the
spring.

Many more sites are also
participating this year, to
name few: the Trumpeter
Swans Garden, the Aurora
Public Library, the Hartman
Corners' School, the Charles
Henry Sheppard House &
Sheppard's Bush
Conservation Area,
Scarborough Model
Railroaders at Victoria Hall,
the Aurora Rising Sun
Masonic Lodge, and much
more…

For more information
about Doors Open Aurora, or
to volunteer for the event,

please visit www.aurora.ca/
doorsopen2012 or call Mai Al
Nabhan at 905-727-3123 ext.
4351.

Doors Open is an activity
of the Town of Aurora and its
Heritage Advisory
Committee; we hope you
enjoy this year's event!

Starting this week and
leading up to the event, The
Auroran will present you with
weekly articles featuring par-
ticipating sites and activities,
stay tuned… 

The Benjamin Stephenson House – now home to Pace Credit Union 
– will participate in Doors Open this year.



ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

NOTICE OF PUBL IC INFORMATION CENTRE

NORTHEAST QUADRANT TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES  
RESIDENT SURVEY FINDINGS  

The Town of Aurora recently completed a Town-wide survey 
regarding the traffic calming measures installed in the northeast 
quadrant of Wellington Street and Yonge Street. The survey allowed 
residents to provide input and identify concerns regarding the traffic 
calming measures. Interested residents are invited to attend a public 
information centre to review and discuss the survey findings with 
Town staff.  

The public information centre will be held on Tuesday, May 15  
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Holland Room on the first floor of 
Aurora Town Hall located at 100 John West Way. There are no 
formal presentations scheduled.  

For more information, contact: 
Jamal Massadeh, Traffic/Transportation Analyst 
Town of Aurora Infrastructure & Environmental Services department  
Phone: 905-727-3123 ext. 4374 
Email: jmassadeh@aurora.ca

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4374

Aurora Tigers rookie camp brings optimism, hard decisions
By Kevin Michie

The Aurora Tigers complet-
ed their annual rookie camp this
past weekend, and with it came
a lot of optimism.

The Tigers’ front office staff
had a few areas they thought
they needed to improve upon
when camp kicked off on Friday
night at the Aurora Recreation
Complex, and the Leisure

Complex for the remainder of
the weekend. Head Coach and
General Manager James
Richmond, however, admitted
that scoring was at the top of 
the list.

"We need scoring," said
Richmond. "Hopefully next year
some of the returning guys will
be a point a game [players], but
we're looking for some pretty
good offensive guys."

The Tigers were the only
playoff team that did not have a
point-per-game player on their
roster, and the players who were
at the top of the scoring list will
not be back next season.

Forwards Chad Bennett and
Nick Angelo are moving on to
play in the NCAA next season,
while Andrew Goldberg will be
playing with the Mississauga St.
Michaels Majors of the OHL.

Despite the subtractions at
forward, Richmond is confident
the club will be able to score
next season, thanks to some
strong showings at the rookie
camp.

One forward that stood out in
particular was Trevor Hughson,
formally of the junior 'B' Owen
Sound Greys.

"He was a kid that I maybe
messed up on last year, could

Victoria Street plan would “dishonour” history

"It is very important for
this Council to decide the
fate of those buildings and
the site, and be visionary
and look forward," he said. 

During the discussions,
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe said
this proposal could alleviate
parking issues in the
Downtown Core, specifically
where users of the Library
are concerned. As a former
citizen member of the Aurora
Public Library Board, he said
parking was a concern
heard most often by the
Library. 

"There are only two hand-
icapped spots there and I
think that is why this needs
to be addressed, if nothing
else," said Mayor Dawe.
"The building does not have
sufficient parking. A private
developer would not build a
building with that kind of
parking, but it was okay for
the Town. I think that is one
of the things that needs to be

discussed."
Although Councillor Gallo

expressed some misgivings
on the wording of the original
motion, those less keen on
the idea were Councillors
Wendy Gaertner and Chris
Ballard. While the former
was concerned about the
loss of the "heritage" old
library building, the latter
suggested the parking situa-
tion may not be as bad as
indicated.

"I find this all interesting,"
said Councillor Gaertner.
"We had a motion from the
Mayor celebrating [Aurora's]
150th birthday and here
we're talking about a Library
that was the 100th year cele-
bration in the Town of
Aurora. The Library was
Aurora's gift to Aurora [its
centennial.] On the record, I
can't, in the future, be sup-
porting something that is
really dishonouring our his-
tory so blatantly."

Aurora has completed

"parking studies galore",
identifying over 700 parking
spaces available in the
Downtown Core, said
Councillor Ballard. He noted
that while some people are
prepared to "walk a mile" to
get to a store at Upper
Canada Mall, everyone
wants to be within 50 feet of
Downtown Aurora shops and
facilities.

"The problem is the more
we keep using the phrase
'lack of parking', the more
people believe it," he said.
"Parking is tight sometimes
but as someone who has
used that area for 25 years, I
find there is always a place

to park. I might have to walk
200 metres, but parking can
be found. We have to be
careful about casting in
stone the mythology that
there is no parking in the
Downtown core and there is.
We just need to show people
where it is."

Municipal staff are
expected to come back to
Council later this month with
all reports relating to the dis-
position of the old Library
and Seniors' Centre, intend-
ing to paint a full picture for
Councillors to consider the
next steps on whether to go
ahead with the "something
wonderful."

www.tholiver.com  905.727.4258
Service You Can Trust. Since1924

have signed him last year,"
admitted Richmond. "He's a kid
that we'll be offering a spot to."

Hughson put up 31 points in
50 games last season on a terri-
ble Greys squad, who finished
9-39-9 and far out of the playoffs.

While adding some scoring
depth was a priority, Richmond
admitted that defensive help
would also be needed, as
Steven Cook, Brendan Barletta,
captain Jarrett Fennell and
maybe Eric Bouchard, weigh
their options.

"Our 1B [priority], is we're
looking for defensemen
because we've lost a lot of D,"
said Richmond. 

Some players that stood out
on the blueline for Richmond
include Tyler Smokler and Matt
Martin.

Smokler started the year
with the Wellington Dukes but
was released and finished his
year with the York Simcoe
Express Midget AAA. Martin
played his rookie junior season
with the junior 'B' Guelph
Hurricanes.

Goaltending was less of an
issue due to the fact that Brett
Sinclair and Kevin Entmaa are
expected to return for the
moment. Both goaltenders,
however, still have options,

including the OHL for Entmaa
and school for Sinclair.

Management noted, though,
that the club would be ready with
dependable backups should
neither choose to return, but that
seems unlikely at this point.

This will be the third year for
Richmond and his coaching
staff working with the Tigers, and
Richmond noted that things
have changed quite a bit since
his first rookie camp in 2010.

That year, only 38 skaters
showed up for rookie camp. This
year, 118 were registered to 
ry out.

"We've had a much better
year this year which means a lot
of people want to come and play
for us," commented Richmond.
"They see the organization
being a real solid one. They want
to come and it's great for us
because we're looking at the
high-end guys."

With so many players at
camp this year, the Tigers have
no shortage of options, so the
decisions that lie ahead for
Richmond and the rest of his
staff will be tough.

"We've seen a lot of guys
that have stepped up, surprised
us," said Richmond. "We're
going to have some hard deci-
sions ahead [for] ourselves."

Aurora “Storms” the Provincials
By Kevin Michie

The Aurora Storm
Volleyball Club can push their
medal count in the 2011/2012
season to 45, thanks to a cou-
ple of provincial golds earlier in
April.

The U15 girls Storm Bolts
and the U16 boys Storm Fury
won gold at the Ontario
Championships, both in
impressive fashion.

Each team made their way
through the provincial champi-
onships undefeated, en route
to the gold medal.

For the Bolts, it was their
second provincial champi-
onship in a row. Over the three
day tournament in Waterloo,
the girls won ten straight
matches, including their victory
over Durham DRVC in the
final, for their second straight
championship.

“It’s pretty awesome,” said
Storm Volleyball Club presi-
dent, Bruce Stafford. “They are

that good of a team. There’s
always somebody chasing
when you’ve got that target on
your back [as defending cham-
pions.]”

The Bolts were heavily
favoured entering the tourna-
ment, as the team featured
nine of 11 returning players
from last years championship
squad.

The team will be the top-
seeded Ontario team heading
into the National
Championships, which are set
to take place over Victoria Day
weekend.

Not to be outdone, the
Storm Fury also went unde-
feated en route to their own
provincial championship.

The club went 9-0 in match-
es, including an exciting final
match against the Mississauga
Pakmen. The Fury would go on
to defeat the Pakmen 25-19,
15-25 and 16-14.

“It’s a really good bunch of
boys who have really become

very close,” noted Stafford. “I
was just truly impressed with
how great they were as a team,
not just skills, but how well they
worked and played together.”

The provincial champi-
onship for the Fury means that
they will advance to the 
nationals.

The medal count for the
Storm Volleyball Club right now
isn’t as high as last years total
of 52 medals, but the club did
surpass last year’s gold medal
total of 13, i mproving to 18 this
season.

“We’re moving up the 
ladder,” said Stafford. “As we’ve
grown, and developed 
coaches, and developed play-
ers we’ve started attracting
more and more kids to play the
game.

“To win a gold medal is not
an easy task any way you look
at it. It’s nice to see more golds
in the higher tiers.”

To go along with the suc-
cess of the two Storm teams,

former Auroran Athlete of the
Week Brett Hagarty recently
received the Evelyn Holick
Award. The award is presented
annually at the Ontario
Championships to a female
athlete in recognition of out-
standing commitment, dedica-
tion to the sport of volleyball,
leadership, sportsmanship and
athletic ability.

Hagerty will be heading to
Queens University next year to
compete on the defending
Ontario University Athletics
women’s champion, Gaels 
volleyball team.

Along with the Bolts and
Fury, 15 of the clubs 16 teams
will be heading to the national
tournament, which is taking
place in Toronto this year.

Any interested spectators
are welcome to attend the
games, which will be held at
both the Ricoh Coliseum and
Enbridge Centre, spread out
over 50 volleyball courts, and
featuring over 800 other teams.

From page 10
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Family left speechless by support 

filled out the paperwork
[with Make a Wish] he was at the
time in failure and we didn't know
what was going to happen, so
we wanted to make sure that
he got his wish."

When asked why Owen
looks up to his grandfather's
line of work, Laura chalks it up
simply to a little boy's love of
fire trucks. Firefighting has, she
added, always been a part of
the family's life. While she said
she was unsure whether
Owen at such a young age
fully grasps the significance of
Sunday's event, which was
held at the Central York Fire
Services training facility in
Newmarket, he said he knew
he was having one big fire
fighter party with some very
special guests and, of course,
lots of family and friends.

"[ Make a Wish] came by
with a little fire truck and a hat
and he was just tickled; he was
just so excited," said Laura,
ahead of the event. "I don't
think he really understands
what's happening, but we visit-
ed a fire station here and he
just thinks it is amazing. He's
excited about the firefighters
and the fire trucks and he
knows his friends are coming.
We call it Wish Day, so he
knows it is Wish Day. 

"It is very exciting and it is
coming at a very good time, as
Owen may be having surgery
this summer, so the timing of
the wish is perfect."

When Owen's parents first
found out he had a heart defect
while still pregnant, Laura
understandably said she initial-

ly wanted nothing to do with
parents who found themselves
in similar situations because it
was very emotional. Over time,
however, they have become
"huge advocates" with
SickKids, the Labatt Family
Heart Centre, and the Make A
Wish Foundation. 

As a parent, she said she
never expected to become a
parent of a child who would
actually qualify for Make A
Wish, and that was one of the
hardest things to overcome -
"knowing the only reason why
he is qualified for a wish is very
difficult as a parent."

"Reaching out to other par-
ents to me is huge because
there are so many difficulties
that parents who have chroni-
cally ill children, things that
other parents would never fath-
om, they don't understand [like]
living day to day not knowing if
they are going to wake up from
a nap, not knowing if, when the
house is too quiet, if he is still
breathing, where is he, what's
he doing.

"I think reaching out to other
parents and making sure that
your kids have a quality of life is
the most important thing.

"Owen's quality of life can
sometimes be painful, difficult,
and very trying so having days
like this where he can just have
fun and it is so very important.
I don't even think most people
could ever really understand
how important it is to see kids
like Owen this happy and cele-
brate with their friends, and
maybe forget about some of
the difficulties that they have."

Speaking to The Auroran

ahead of Sunday's Wish Day,
Laura said she was most look-
ing forward to seeing Owen
being very happy, having a
great time with his friends and
siblings, and knowing that "this
is going to be the best day of
his life."

"I just hope he has fun; he's
too young to know how far he
has come and how far he still
has to go," said Laura. "His
future is uncertain and I just
want him to have fun. That's it.

"I just can't believe how giv-
ing and generous everybody
has been in the Fire
Department and the
Foundation, all the volunteers,
it is just really incredible. I am
not used to having all of this
happen and it is just wonderful
to see. 

"I am speechless that they
are being so generous. We are
just like a regular family and I
am just eternally grateful. I
don't think they can really
appreciate just how much this
means to us."

At the event, CYFS Fire
Chief Ian Laing told The
Auroran that it was a very spe-
cial day for him and his crew as
well. With two crews at the
Newmarket facility on duty,
several fire fighters came out
and volunteered just for Wish
Day.

“They just jumped at the
chance to be a part of Owen’s
special day,” he said. “I think the
kids are excited and I think the
adults are equally excited. It
was great to see Owen and
how he has taken to all of this.
It was great to see him take
that helmet.”

From page 1

Clockwise from top left: Owen arrived to his Wish Day fully prepared for his day on the job. During the day, he was
put through his training paces by CYFS firefighters after being honoured by Fire Chief Ian Laing with a uniform of
his own. Owen was visibly thrilled that his dream came true, as were his parents, Laura and Brian, and Chief Laing.

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).
Got something to sell or advertise? 

Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

CAREER

INCOME TAX

HELP WANTED

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest financial
services companies is rapidly
expanding in this area. If you
desire a dynamic career with
excellent income potential, call
Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
4767.

TAX PREPARATION Personal &
Small Business. Local Pick U p
&  D e l i v e r y  647-808-3331

Our        Town

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

WEEKLY SHOW
with Alison

Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

theauroran.com
POLL-VOTE

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.

12 %
YES

82 %
NO

5 %
DON’T KNOW

(7) (47)

.4 .3.3

(3)

Aurora Council recently decided not to grant a
request from the Aurora Jazz+ Festival to waive

$1,300 in park fees for their four day use of Town
Park during the annual summer festival.

Should the Town of Aurora reconsider their
decision and waive the $1,300 park fees for the

Aurora Jazz+ Festival?
1) Yes    2) No
3) Don't Know

To share your reasons why, please send 
your thoughts to letters@auroran.com.

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033
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NEW

CURRENT POLL RESULTS

If you have an idea for a show, questions, 

comments, would like to be a guest on OUR TOWN 

or host OUR TOWN at your place of business please call, 

Cynthia 905-751-6013. 

Guests and locations must 

be booked a minimum 3 weeks before the show. 

A NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

IN AURORA

requires an Administrative Assistant
for a very busy office. This is a chal-
lenging position for a person with
database, web site and social media
experience as well as excellent verbal
and written skills. The person must
take pride in their work, as a high
level of accuracy is essential and  have
a professional and positive attitude.
The position will be part-time initial-
ly, moving to full-time after three
months. Applications must include a
cover letter and resume as well as
salary expectations.

Apply before Friday, May 11, 2012 to: 

employment@aow.ca

BUSINESS SERVICES

NOTICE OF LIEN

Notice of Lien Sale
The personal property, household goods, and contents of the
following rental spaces will be sold for cash or otherwise dis-
posed of to satisfy rental liens for unpaid rent in accordance
with Ontario Statutes Chapter R25 and our lease agreement
on May 10, 2012 at 10am sharp, at Northern Self Storage,
Aurora. Unit Number: E15, H22, A59, F01, D09, G06

from their families, friends, and co-workers. CCFC
invests these funds into research into the causes, cures
and treatments for Crohn's disease and ulcerative coli-
tis. For more information, visit www.gutsywalk.ca, or to
find out more information about CCFC visit
www.ccfc.ca.

FRIDAY, JUNE 15
Classical Pianist Oleg Samokhin will hold a piano

recital tonight at 7.30 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre
(22 Church Street). The program will include music by
Liszt, Ravel, Skryabin, and Prokofiev. Tickets for adults
are $30 and $25 for seniors and students. For more
information, call 905-604-6292 or email waofmu-
sic@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, JUNE 16
The Aurora Historical Society hosts Then and Now:

Fashion Show & Strawberry Tea - an intimate fashion
show with a fresh twist: Victorian era fashions will be pre-
sented alongside their modern counterparts.  It will be
held this afternoon from 1 - 4 p.m. With an outdoor run-
way situated in the beautiful grounds at Hillary House,
elegant tablescapes with a vintage feel and a strawber-
ry tea sure to delight the senses, guests are guaranteed
a relaxing afternoon filled with fashion and beauty.
Silent auction and unique raffle. Tickets $40 for AHS
members or $45 per person; groups of 6 may book a
table. Limited seating. Please phone 905-727-8991 or
visit www.aurorahistoricalsociety.ca for more informa-
tion.

SATURDAY, JULY 14
The Humber River Shakespeare Company presents

Macbeth tonight at Town Park. The performance gets
under way at 7 p.m. Suggested donation is $15, but
admission is pay what you can at the park. Bring your
friends, your family, a picnic, and a blanket and witness
swords clashing, witches enchanting, madness and
mystery entwining, and war drums pulsing! For more
information visit humberrivershakespeare.ca or call 416-
209-2026.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
The Doane House Hospice will hold its third annual

Unique Craft and Gift Show today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Newmarket Community Centre (200 Doug
Duncan Drive, Newmarket). For more information, call
905-967-0259.

CONTINUING
The Aurora Probus Club meets every second

Wednesday of the month (except July and August) at
the Aurora Legion. Memberships consist of retired and
semi-retired PROfessional and BUSiness people, hence
the name Probus. It is a fun fellowship with well-chosen
speakers. New memberships are welcome. For more
information call Marilyn Munslow at 905-727-9344 or
Bob Saunders at 905-841-3558.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society is

always looking for new members of all ages. Monthly
meetings with guest speakers are held on the fourth
Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. (youth meet at 6
p.m.) at the Royal Canadian legion in Aurora. For more
Information call Cindy at 905-713-6660.

* * * * 
York Regional Police Venturers have openings for

boys and girls aged 14 to 17. Police Venturers meet
every Wednesday night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 240
Prospect Street, 1 District police station community
room. This is a joint program between York Regional
Police and Scouts Canada. There is a Scouts Canada
membership fee. Service uniforms are provided. High
school students can earn community service hours
through the program. If interested visit a meeting. For
further information visit York Regional Police volunteer
website or contact volunteers@yrp.ca.

* * * * 
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located at

44 Metcalfe Streeet, Aurora, is the local source for gen-
tly used women's, children's and men's clothing. All
monies raised are used to support the needy of Aurora,
since it goes directly to the "Welcoming Arms" Ministry.
Open weekday mornings, 9.30 a.m., to 11.30 a.m. and
Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. The  Bag Sale
happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To

Grandmothers group, meets monthly to raise aware-
ness, generate funds and lobby on behalf of the grand-
mother care-givers in AIDS-ravaged Africa.  For more
information call Kay at 905-841-9318 or Joan at 905-
727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St.

Andrew's Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria and
Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon meets every Tuesday at 8 p.m.
at the Aurora United Church on Yonge Street.  For more
information go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on

the fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North.
Visitors are welcome for only $2. For more information
call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a capel-

la Sweet Adelines chorus, a group of women who gath-
er Tuesday evenings at the Old Fire Hall, Newmarket, to
sing, share in the harmony of friendship and learn the
barbershop art form. York Highlands is always looking
for new women who share the love of a capella music.
Call Karen at 905-726-2113 or e-mail Vikki at informa-

tion@yorkhighlands.com.
* * * *

The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-
Newmarket's award winning chorus, is looking for male
singers. The group meets every Wednesday from 7 p.m.
to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire Hall, 140 Main Street South, in
Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first

Wednesday of each month at the Aurora Legion. New
members are welcome. Call 905-727-5012 for more
information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions, have moved to their new meeting

place at the Aurora Legion in the Coulson Hall where
they have three meetings per month. The second
Monday of the month is the dinner meeting at 7 p.m., the
third Tuesday is the business meeting at 7.30 p.m. and
the fourth Monday is a dinner meeting at 7 p.m. The club
is welcoming people to come out to the meetings to see
what the Aurora Lions are all about and consider joining
the Lions and reach out to the community in many
events. For further details go to their website at
www.auroralionscanada.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday night

at Gabriel's Restaurant on Yonge Street. New members
are welcome. For further information, go to their website
at www.rotaryaurora.com

* * * *
Meet for lunch and a sense of community at

Martha's Table, based in St. Andrew's Hall at Aurora's
Presbyterian Church. The thriving, volunteer-run pro-
gram reopens September 1. Lunch, featuring soup,
sandwiches, and dessert, is offered between 11.30 a.m.
and 1.30 p.m. Net receipts go to local charities. The hall
is on the corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for

new members. You do not have to be a police officer nor
are you required to read music to volunteer. The group
rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30
p.m. For further information, contact the chorus supervi-
sor at 905-727-9676 or the co-ordinator of volunteer
services for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora's Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at

Cardinal Carter School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and
offer a program for 12 years and older boys and girls.

* * * *
Queen's York Rangers Army cadet corps has open-

ings for boys and girls aged 12 to 18. The group parades
every Friday night between 7 and 9 p.m. There is no
membership fee and those in high school can earn com-
munity service hours through the program. For further

information, call 905-726-8600.
* * * *

Aurora Opera Children's Chorus welcomes treble
voices. It is a choir dedicated to nurturing and providing
opportunities for children to express their musical abili-
ties. The chorus is open to boys and girls ages 5-17.
Contact the general director at keepsing-
ing@rogers.com.

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is

looking for volunteers to assist with the activities in its
Adult Day Program. The positions call for a commitment
of a few hours a week at its Aurora location. Various
times are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer

Club for boys and girls, age three to Grade 4 and the
Junior High Club for boys and girls, Grades 5 to 8, will
be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390
Industrial Parkway South. For more information call 905-
841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at

the Community Bible Church on Bathurst Street just
south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more infor-
mation e-mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoffmann@sympatico.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Friday mornings  at St.

Andrews' Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m.
No partners are needed and beginners are welcome.
For more information, call Agnes at 905-841-2747.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148

meets the first and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m.
at 15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington. For more
information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday

of each month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley
Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday

each month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee
Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or
905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at

Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the
Aurora Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds

monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of
speakers. Contact Beverley Varcoe at 905-953-9709.

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 

CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for mature individuals to join our 
friendly team. 2 positions available. 

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings
Drivers needed but not manditory.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

From page 2
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CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 

Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN

DENTAL

 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Alan is also committee chairman of iloverockandroll.ca

ONLY       
Call for a 14 point inspection
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For more information call: 
905-713-6326 FR
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Water Treatment your whole family 
will benefit from!

39$ 95

For a Limited Time 

HOME RENO PLUS

905.235.7357

Any Projects Big or Small 1 Call, 
We Do It All! 

Basements ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Painting, Flooring, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Drywall Taping, Framing, Additions, Enclosures, 
Tiling, Chimney & Masonry, Decks, 

fences, brick replacement

LIMOUSINE

MONUMENTSLAWN
WATER

INTERIOR

HOME RENO

Thank you 
for supporting 

The Auroran 

“At Your Service” 

Businesses

Residential • Retail • Corporate Design

"Your Home Your Way"
905-726-1837

MYRA SPIERS INTERIOR DESIGN

www.myraspiersdesign.com

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES  
Licensed, insured 25 years exp. 

Plumber 
Joe

416-568-6928

the

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e
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rtdecnavda.www
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AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTERART

AUTO

CLEANERS

DANCE PLUMBER

AUCTION

Radiant health, 
& inner peace.

 QIGONG & YOGA

www.yogaforlife.ca

Andrea Roth
905-505-1324
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& OGAY

.caeliffeforogaffo.ywww

ea RndrA
905-505-1324

YOGA

TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

59$From *
NEW Winshields 
 188$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

Come and fall in love with a painting

 

oldgrouch@rogers.com   •  905 727 6021

John Lloyd

Whildwood Studio & Gallery

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 

1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

Thank you for supporting “At Your Service”
businesses in The Auroran. 

VETERINARY SERVICES

BUSINESS SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

CREMATION

REAL ESTATE

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

Stouffville 905-640-6411
www.clarksonauctions.com Keller Williams 

Realty Centres, Brokerage  

First Time 
Homebuyers!

Get started now 
on path to home!

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

Call right now for  a

 
to get you where 
you want to be!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ Office: 905-895-5972 x 816

BUYERS KIT

Independently Owned and Operated

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

LAWN JAC MAINTENANCE 

Jason 416-294-4499

book by May 1st and 
receive the last 

cut of the season FREE!

 
COMPETITIVE PRICES

  
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

D
E
S
I
G
N

T
R
E
E

C A R E

MINI BIN 
$169 + hst 
Drop off & Pick up 

WEEDLESS GARDEN SOIL 
$112 + hst for 3 cubic yards 
(Includes delivery to Aurora & Newmarket,  other areas slightly 

   FULL SERVICE LANDSCAPE COMPANY 
Also available: mulch, topsoil, gravel, river rock, screenings 

SPRING

 905-727-7102 

Not everyone needs your 
services all the time, but 
if you want to be there 

when they do... 
advertise in

THE AURORAN 
“AT YOUR SERVICE”

DIRECTORY! 

For more information
call: 905-727-3300 
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MLS #: 1203039 

 Estate Hom e 40m ins North Of Toronto

Property Type: 6.9 Acres  

2 Story Custom built home  

15 Years old  

3650 sq ft 

5500+ sq ft finished space 

Bedrooms: 4+2 

Bathrooms: 4 full  

Fireplace:  Double sided  

Heating: forced air oil  

Garage: oversized triplecar 

$ 825,000 18 Highland Drive, Utopia 

Chad McLeaming 
Sutton Incentive Reality Inc 
 Brokerage, Barrie, ON 
241 Minets Point  Road. 
Office phone: 705 739 1300 
Direct: 705 828 5396 
E-mail: cmcleaming@sutton.com 

 

OVER  5500 SQ  FT FINISHED CO STUM  BUILT HO M E ON  6.9 ACR ES ONLY 40 M INUTES NO RTH OF  TORO NTO . SKY  
LIGHTS, OVER  SIZED  W INDO W S, M APLE HAR DW OOD FLOORS, TRAVE RTINE TILES, CU STO M  KITCH EN  W ITH
ISLAND , BREA KFAST  BAR, AND  GRAN ITE THR O UG HO UT. THESE ARE JUS T SO M E OF  THE FEATURES  (TOO  M AN Y 
TO  LIST).4+2 BEDR OO M S, 4 FULL BATHR OO M S. HO T TUB, PO OL, IN GRO UND  SPRINKLER  SYSTEM  & OVER  SIZED  
TRIPLE CAR  GARAG E. THIS HO M E W ILL NO T DISAPPO INT. VISIT M LS# 1203039 FOR  M ORE  PICTURES  AND  

INFORM ATION. CALL FOR PRIVATE VIEW ING 705-424-7748 or 416-518-0648 

Property Facts 

Maple Hardwood Floors 

Estate Home 40 mins North Of Toronto

OVER 5500 SQ FT FINISHED COSTUM BUILT HOME ON 6.9 ACRES ONLY 40 MINUTES NORTH OF TORONTO.
SKY LIGHTS, OVER SIZED WINDOWS. MAPLE HARDWOOD FLOORS. TRAVERTINE TILES, CUSTOM KITCHEN
WITH ISLAND, BREAKFAST BAR, AND GRANITE THROUGHOUT. THESE ARE JUST SOME OF THE FEATURES
(TOO MANY TO LIST). 4+2 BEDROOMS, 4 FULL BATHROOMS. HOT TUB, POOL, IN GROUND SPRINKLER SYS-
TEM & OVER SIZED TRIPLE CAR GARAGE. THIS HOME WILL NOT DISAPPOINT. VISIT MLS# 1203039 FOR
MORE PICTURES AND INFORMATION. CALL FOR PRIVATE VIEWING 705-424-7748 OR 416-518-0648.

OPEN
HOUSE

Saturday
May 5

&
Sunday
May 6
1:00–4 pm

OPEN
HOUSE

Saturday
May 5

&
Sunday
May 6
1:00–4 pm

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday May 5 & Sunday May 6

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 90 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

(From Left) Toronto Artist Michael Fromowitz’ heritage helmet design was
inspired in part by the poignant images of war cemeteries. The helmet deco-
rated by Newmarket’s Nathalie Bertin was inspired by nature and First
Nations traditions, particularly the floral design inspired by Metis and Native
girls. Beth Peart Weeks’ beaded crown encompasses the “true warrior” and

the “spirits of the ancients” to “bridge between cultures and speak to the uni-
versality of the warrior spirit.” Steve Nash’s design incorporates the Crest of
the Queen’s York Rangers on the crown of the helmet, while representations
of John Graves Simcoe, an unknown soldier, and the Roman goddess Diana
are represented in the airbrushed art.                   Auroran photos by Brock Weir

OVER 5500 SQ FT FINISHED COSTUM BUILT HOME ON 6.9 ACRES ONLY 40 MINUTES NORTH OF TORONTO.
SKY LIGHTS, OVER SIZED WINDOWS. MAPLE HARDWOOD FLOORS. TRAVERTINE TILES, CUSTOM KITCHEN
WITH ISLAND, BREAKFAST BAR, AND GRANITE THROUGHOUT. THESE ARE JUST SOME OF THE FEATURES
(TOO MANY TO LIST). 4+2 BEDROOMS, 4 FULL BATHROOMS. HOT TUB, POOL, IN GROUND SPRINKLER 
SYSTEM & OVER SIZED TRIPLE CAR GARAGE. THIS HOME WILL NOT DISAPPOINT. VISIT MLS# 1203039 FOR
MORE PICTURES AND INFORMATION. CALL FOR PRIVATE VIEWING 705-424-7748 OR 416-518-0648.

Helmets get new lease on life for a good cause
By Brock Weir

After being issued their
helmets, soldiers in the
Second World War proba-
bly thought little of the
moulded metal and
leather in their hands
other than it was to pro-
tect their most important
instrument.

Some, however, might
be surprised to see that
these humble pieces of
military equipment have
found a new lease on life,
having been transformed
by artists and craftsmen
to tell not only their sto-
r ies but the stor ies of
those who came before
them.

Nine helmets fashioned
for the Royal Canadian
Army in 1942 form one of
the centrepieces for next
week's second annual
Lieutenant Governor
John Graves Simcoe's
Levee for the Queen's
York Rangers which will
be held next Wednesday,
May 9, at the Aurora
Cultural Centre. 

The Queen's York
Rangers 2012 Heritage
Helmet Art Auction fea-
tures work of eight York
Region Artists - including
artists from Aurora, King,
and Newmarket - and one
from Toronto,  and will  be
auctioned off online until
May 27 to benefit the
Queen's York Rangers
Regimental Assistance
Plan, a support program
for returning soldiers. 

The regiment handed
over nine helmets to
organizers of the Levee,
which selected ar tists
who, in turn, were tasked
to leave their mark on this
unusual canvas using
whatever media they
wished.

"There were lots of
artists and associations to
look through, but [I looked
for] artists who seemed to
have a heritage feel to
their work," said organizer
Catherine Marshall who
oversaw the Helmet pro-

gram. "I thought it would
be interesting [to include]
artists working in differ-
ent media. It's always the
'what if' idea of what if
you had a clay artist who
wanted to create a piece
of artwork on this helmet,
would that not be differ-
ent and interesting and
capture the public's
attention? 

"In honouring the
Rangers, we also want to
sell the helmets. It's a
fundraiser for a very
important cause. I investi-
gated fabric artists, bead-
ing ar tists, clay ar tists,
and glass artists."

The results speak for
themselves. With pre-
views of the completed
works online, interest has
been found as far away
as Russia, par ticular ly
the work of hockey mask
ar tist Steve Nash, who
works out of Woodbridge. 

Aurora is represented
in the Heritage Helmet
initiative by Herber t
Pryke. Mr. Pryke's helmet

is a multicoloured piece
featuring a wide winged
angel bearing an impres-
sionist interpretation of
the Queen's York Rangers
crest. 

"Where do these fallen
soldiers go," asked Mr.
Pryke in his concept.
"Heaven, I imagine, and
what does that look like
to me? I started with a
base of red paint - to
symbolize the bloodshed,
but red is also the colour
of happiness, a place
where I believe these sol-
diers go."

In his multimedia piece
which incorporates a hel-
met with gloves, photo-
graphs, and the written
word, American-born
King artist George Link
assembled his piece to
reflect his family's long-
standing military service
record, which includes
every generation of his
family from the U.S. Civil
War to the present day
with his nephew serving
in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

His piece is comprised
of 99 per cent recycled
and found materials
including a 150 year old
wood base from King
Township, wire fencing
from gardens, plastic
water bottles, and donat-
ed gloves.

"It's really the artists
themselves who got very
engaged," said Ms.

Marshall. "They were
very interested in trying
to do their art on this and
I think for the ones who
did finally participate they
all seemed to have a rea-
son to want to honour the
Rangers, whether it was
their own family past, or
just a sense that [this
recognition and support]
was maybe past-due for

our generation. They are
an important part of our
heritage and we want to
assist them in keeping
going."

Each helmet has a
starting bid of $100 and
more information on the
individual helmets and
how to participate in the
sale can be found at
www.simcoeslevee.ca.
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NEXT COURSE STARTS 
MAY 26 – 2 WEEKENDS

905-726-4132

The Driver Training
Course that Helps

Parents Sleep
Nights!

NOTICE OF PUBL IC MEETING

The Town of Aurora will be holding a 2nd public meeting on 
Wednesday, May 23, 2012 at 7 p.m. at the Aurora Town Hall 
Council Chambers at 100 John West Way to consider a proposed 
Official Plan Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment under 
Sections 22 and 34 of the Planning Act respectively.

Applications by Alan and Janet Grills (D09-03-11 and  
D14-14-11) have been submitted to amend the Official Plan and 
amend the Zoning By-law on the property municipally known as 
720 Wellington Street West located north of Wellington Street West 
and south of Marksbury Court. The applicant is proposing to sever 
720 Wellington Street West to create one additional residential 
lot fronting Marksbury Court. 

There are no other known applications currently filed with  
The Town of Aurora on the subject lands.

Any person may attend the public meeting and/or make written 
submissions to the Town Clerk and/or verbal representation either 
in support of or in opposition to the Official Plan Amendment and 
Zoning By-law Amendments. Please be advised that correspondence 
in relation to planning matters is compiled by the Town for the 
purposes of creating a record that is available to the general 
public.  

Please note that in accordance with the provisions of the  
Planning Act:

I. If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting or make written submissions to The Town of Aurora 
before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted and before 
the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to 
appeal the decision of the Council of The Town of Aurora to the 
Ontario Municipal Board.

II. If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting or make written submissions to The Town of Aurora 
before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted and before 
the the by-law is passed, the person or public body may not be 
added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario 
Municipal Board unless there are reasonable grounds to do so. 

If you wish to be notified of the adoption of the proposed Official 
Plan Amendment and the passing of the By-law Amendment by 
the Council of The Town of Aurora, or the refusal of the request to 
amend the Official Plan and By-law Amendment applications, you 
must make a written request to The Town of Aurora attention the 
Director of Planning & Development Services. 

Additional information and material regarding the proposed Official 
Plan Amendment and By-law Amendment applications will be 
available for inspection Monday through Friday between  
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. in the Planning & Development Services 
department at the Town Hall. Please direct inquiries to Cristina 
Celebre at 905-727-3123 ext. 4343.  

The planning report will be available on The Town of Aurora’s 
website on the Friday before the public meeting. Please see the 
public planning agendas and minutes section, located at  
www.aurora.ca/agendasminutes

Dated: May 1, 2012

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4343

Senior Scape
By SYLVIA DICKENS

What does it mean to be a
senior? Is it defined by age?
How you feel? Your physical
and mental well-being?

Have you accepted the
fact you're a senior? Or are
you in denial?

I'm still in denial, even
though I became a senior 12
years ago. A senior at 55? It
just did not register. 

At 65 it still didn't com-
pute. Health-wise, I'm fine
and my mental well-being
seems to be surviving well,
although how do you really
know, when you're relying on
your own opinion?

My mind could be slip-
ping. I have those moments
when I can't recall a specific
word as easily as I once did.
Or I walk into another room
and don't know why. "Is this
it? Is this the first sign?" I
keep asking myself. I should
stop asking.

Researchers know that
staying active in mind and
body will greatly reduce your
aging process. This is the
type of evidence I like to
hear. I have no intention of
becoming a senior.

Whoops! There's that
denial again.

Despite this persistent
denial, I decided to join the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre last
November, but not without a
lot of soul-searching. 

"Am I really ready to be
lumped in with the older
members of our communi-
ty?" I thought, still seeing my
self as a youthful soul.

In the short six months
since I joined, I've discovered
that being with "old people"
isn't nearly as bad as I imag-
ined. In fact, they are like me,
with similar thoughts about
their new status as seniors.
They are a lively bunch, with
some amazing talent and
powerful mental skills…not
"old" at all.

For instance, I used to
think I was pretty good at
Scrabble. It was my family's
Sunday activity after a roast
beef and Yorkshire pudding

dinner. My parents, brother,
sister and I would tackle the
tiles and score based on the
letter choices and board
placement. Seldom a
Sunday passed that I would-
n't win at least one game.

When I saw people play-
ing Scrabble at the Centre, I
was thrilled. "Wow! I haven't
played that since I was a kid!"
Much to my dismay, I soon
discovered that I'm not near-
ly as good as they are at this
game. 

Next, I tried a game called
Rummi-Kub. They tell me it's
based on the card game,
Rummy, but instead of cards,
you use numbered tiles in
four suits. The goal is to cre-
ate 3-4 number sets, or add
on to sets and runs that other
people have put down. If
you're the first to diminish
your tiles, you win. This game
is much easier for me to win,
even though I've never
played Rummy and don't
even enjoy playing cards.

If you like cards, you will
find some willing participants
at the Centre.

You won't want to miss the
Wood Shop if you enjoy what
was once known as "men's
work". My father made a lot
of wood projects which got
me interested in working with
wood. At the Centre, I found
out that anyone can get help
with a project, regardless of
your skill and knowledge
level.

Thanks to the guidance
and expertise of Ron Coe, I
built a small footstool to
access my bay window. It's
not quite the "masterpiece" I
imagined. After all, it is my
first attempt. The important
thing is that I thoroughly
enjoyed learning how to use
various woodworking tools in
its creation. I can only get
better. Next up, a jewelry box.

Being active mentally is
only one element to staying
vibrant into your senior
years. 

The "parlor games" and
woodworking/wood carving

are great to hone your think-
ing skills, but let's not forget
about the physical element.

Meditation will help with
relaxation and focus. Yoga
and Tai Chi are two excellent
exercise programs to
strengthen and hone mus-
cles and joints. 

If you enjoy the great out-
doors, you'll want to join the
walking group, which
involves weekly jaunts along
suitable routes throughout
the Aurora region. I'm sorry I
missed their walk through
Sheppard's Bush to Vandorf
Sideroad and York Region
Forest at McCowan Road in
April. They are excellent
places to enjoy the peace
and serenity of nature.

Upcoming on May 9th, the
Aurora Seniors' Association
is offering a Mother's Day
Lunch and Historical Period
Costume Display, with fash-
ions from 1885 to the 1920s.
If you're interested in enjoy-
ing this fascinating event,
drop by the Centre to get
your tickets.

Don't miss the Dog and

Mutt Show and BBQ on June
9th in the Arboretum behind
the Centre. This is truly a
community event, not just for
seniors. Enter your dog for a
chance to win in one of 10
fun categories such as the
dog with the waggiest tail,
funniest trick, best behaved,
and most resembling its
owner. 

You must pre-register for
this event, but hurry. It is lim-
ited to 30 participants. For
details contact Michelle
Stemer at 905-727-3123,
ext. 3611. Registration is $5
with a modest fee for the
BBQ on event day.

If you're dragging your
heels about joining, you're
missing out on a lot of fun
and interaction.

For more information on
the Aurora Seniors' Centre
and all it has to offer, 
drop by 90 John West 
Way, visit the website
www.auroraseniors.ca, email
auroraseniors@rogers.com
or call 905-726-4767
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Monday to Friday.

What does it mean
to be a senior?

Cultural Centre negotiations continue 
By Brock Weir

Two groups working
together to negotiate a new
contract between the Town of
Aurora and the Aurora
Cultural Centre have made
some progress in making a
new deal a reality by the end
of the year. 

Since Council approved
the terms of reference for an
ad-hoc negotiating committee
in early April, Aurora CAO Neil
Garbe and Parks and
Recreation Director Al
Downey have been appointed

as Aurora's reps on the group
(with Town Solicitor Warren
Mar as an alternate). On the
side of the Cultural Centre,
board members Craig Mather
and Bonnie Kraft have been
appointed to represent the
Cultural Centre's interests,
with Frank Pulumbarit as the
alternate.

Overseeing the negotia-
tion process is Sue Cumming
of Cumming and Company
who has been appointed the
ad hoc working group's facili-
tator.

With the members in

place, several meetings have
taken place and further dis-
cussion on the logistics of
appointing a Council member
to the Centre's Board of
Directors have taken place. 

Outstanding issues yet to
be resolved at press time
include Aurora Cultural
Centre staff being on the
municipal payroll, funding for
legal advice on both sides,
clarifying the Centre's objec-
tives, the development and
review of key performance
indicators (KPIs), public
access to minutes of Cultural

Centre board meetings, termi-
nation notices, the timing and
frequency of reporting to
Council, and Cultural Centre
support for Town initiatives. 

Technical issues ranging
from dispute resolution, termi-
nation notices, leases, and
program coordination will also
be covered, as will one of the
more contentious issues that
generated much comment
and debate both in the com-
munity and at the Council
table, that of "care, interpreta-
tion, and display of heritage
artefacts" is still on the table. 

Theatre Aurora cleans up at Community Theatres Fest
By Brock Weir

As Theatre Aurora's 2011-
2012 season wrapped up at the
end of April with a production of
Harvey, members are looking

back at a very successful sea-
son - one which was recently
recognized by the Association
of Community Theatres -
Central Ontario.

Theatre Aurora received 10

nominations and four wins from
the ACT-CO festival, with the
play "The Laramie Project",
focusing on true story of mur-
dered American student
Matthew Shepard, leading the

way.
Their production of The

Laramie Project garnered six
nominations for Best Lighting
Design (Joey Ferguson), Best
Sound Design (Kevin Jung),

Best Lead Actress (Laurie
Campbell), Best Ensemble,
Best Director (Sergio Calderon)
and Best Production (Steve
Wolfer). They walked away with
Best Ensemble, Best Director,
and Best Lighting Design.

Also nominated was the
musical comedy "You're A
Good Man, Charlie Brown."
Charlie Brown received four
nominations for Best Set Design
(Peter Kelly), Best Lead Actor
(Jordan Sharp), Best
Ensemble, and Best Supporting
Actress (Tammy Frederick).
Frederick took home the trophy.

These weren't, however, the
only gongs received by the local
theatre company. Theatre
Aurora Board Member Kay
Valentine was also nominated
for Best Actress in a Comedy for
her role in "Welfarewell," which
was produced by the Curtain
Club Theatre in Richmond Hill. 

Theatre Aurora's 2012-2013
season will include productions
of Noel Coward's Private Lives,
Raymond Storey's "The
Glorious 12th", Norm Foster's
"The Last Resort", Michel
Tremblay's "Les Belles Soeurs",
and David French's "Jitters."
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

2.85% 5-year 
rate

*

*APR. O.A.C. Sample rate only. This is the rate for a variable, closed mortgage with a term 

of 5 years. Rates are subject to change without notice. Some conditions apply. Interest is 

calculated semi-annually, not in advance. Visit us at meridianmortgage.ca to learn more. 

 
 

 

 

A better rate to  
lighten up your mortg

Imagine that.

g ea

Ask about Meridian’s Better Than Market™ Mortgage today.

Visit a branch or Meridianmortgage.ca

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  A better 

 

 
 

 

 

  rate to

 

 
 

 

 

  
ee

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

82
Imagine t

lighten u

 

 
 

 

 

  

*5% r
5%*

that.

p your mor

 

 
 

 

 

  

rate
year-5

rtg g egaa

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

8.2
MVisit a branch or

s BAsk about Meridian’

 

 
 

 

 

  

5%
Meridianmortgage.ca

Mortg™Better Than Market

 

 
 

 

 

  

a

.gage today

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

, nocalculated semi-annually

of 5 years. Rates are subjec

*APR. O.A.C. Sample rate on

 

 
 

 

 

  

meridianmot in advance. Visit us at

ct to change without notice. Some c

. This is the rate for a variable, clonly

 

 
 

 

 

  

to learn more.mortgage.ca
. Interest isconditions apply

sed mortgage with a term 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

Music lovers put their glad rags on and rocked around the clock at the 
second annual I Love Rock & Roll Dinner Dance held at The Mansion on
Saturday. The event, which was sponsored by Meridian Credit Union, featured
entertainment from Freddy Vette & The Flames, and (above) acclaimed Elvis
tribute artist Roy LeBlanc. Inset: MP Lois Brown, Meridian’s Barbara Hardy,
and MPP Frank Klees joined the fun.                    Auroran photos by David Falconer
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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12998 Keele Street at King Road, King City, Ontario

Hogan’s Inn

Check out our NEW LINE UP of BEER 
ON TAP in the Hunt Pub & in the Main 
Dining Room.
Hunt Pub NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

Mother’s
Spend

at Hogan’s

S U N D A Y  M A Y  1 3 T H
Call today for reservations

ROOF TOP AND COURTYARD PATIO NOW OPEN

Day

Hogan

  

n’s Inn

            

Market Musings
By JAN FREEDMAN

The month of May is finally here again. After a very 
peculiar winter, May brings not only flowers but also the return
of the Aurora Farmers' Market and Artisan Fair to its' outdoor
location on Wells Street and along the pathways in the 
Town Park. 

We are very excited about this season because we will
have several new initiatives and partnerships. We are delight-
ed to announce that we have finally hired a Market Manager.
She is Catherine Cook, known to many as the co-ordinator of
the Community Gardens under the aegis of the York Region
Food Network. 

Catherine will be dividing her time between supervising the
daily activities of the Market on Saturdays, co-ordinating our
volunteers, sourcing sponsors and grants and liaising with the
Town and the media. We enthusiastically welcome her to our
Market family. 

Regarding vendors, most of everyone's favourites will be
returning along with some exciting new vendors. New this year
we will have someone with aromatherapy products who also
does reflexology treatments, a wood worker, a pair of "doggie
divas", someone with acrylic paintings, another jeweller who
works with Swarovski crystals, a smoked meats and cheese
man, and a person selling creams and lotions made using sea
buckthorn which has 40 times the amount of vitamin C of
oranges. 

All your favourite farmers will be returning along with our
two butchers our Organic sprouts person, Rex's fabulous
greens , Andre's honey products, the jam lady and our four(!)
incredible chefs. 

Joining Toscana Bakery and Hurst Bakery will be Cobs'
Bakery. 

Most of our creative artisans will be back, along with sever-
al exciting new artists. New this year is a booth featuring a
rotating group of artists who comprise Deborah Campo's
Aurora Studio Tour. Also new is a woman who paints on silk. 

Aurorans  will be delighted to learn that fan favourite John
Abraham, will be returning to the Market on special event days,
with his Fair Trade coffee, tea, chocolate and olive oil as well
as his delicious German strudel and Montreal  bagels. When
he is not at the Market, his fair trade brewed coffee is available
at Jan's Country Pantry.

We are very excited about our new partnerships this sea-
son. We are working with the Aurora Library to bring some pro-
grammes to the Market, including a children's reading initia-
tive. As well, we are partnering with the Aurora Cultural Centre
to bring a group of artists known as "en plein air" to the Market
on September 8th. They will fan out into the surrounding neigh-
bourhood, choose a subject, paint for two hours and bring their
completed work back to Town Park to frame and price for sale.
It is truly amazing to see a work of art come alive before your
eyes! Don't miss this event. 

Also new this year, we will be collaborating with the other
cultural groups in Aurora in late September to honour the
Federal Government's "Culture Days" and the Market will
focus on the Culinary Arts. We hope to feature our chefs
preparing dishes made from ingredients sourced at the
Market for the public to taste. Our hope is that they will explain
what they are doing to the public and offer samples of com-
pleted dishes. It will be "Iron Chef" Aurora!

Please make a note of our Special Events, which are also
listed on our web site: theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

May 5th is our opening day; May 26th is Spring Harvest
Fest; June 23rd is the Strawberry Festival as well as our 10th
birthday party; July 7th is Artists in the Park as well as Kerry's
Place; July 14th is Doors Open; August 4 is the Jazz+ Festival;
August 11th is Seniors' Day; August 25th is the Council Corn

Roast; September 8th is Apples and Honey Fest as well as "
En Plein Air"; September  28th is Culinary Arts Day; October
6th is Thanksgiving at the Market and October 27th is
Pumpkin Fest and our final day of the outdoor season. 

Throughout the season we will be featuring a wide range
of musical performances for every taste. We invite everyone to
come to visit your Aurora Farmers' Market and Artisan Fair -
"your meeting place in Aurora!" Come for breakfast, do your
shopping, enjoy the entertainment and stay for lunch. You
won't be disappointed.

A profound "thank you" to all our sponsors who made this
season possible and a big welcome to Joanne Birch of
CoHiBa Consulting Inc., the new owners of Wells St. School,
for their generous  partnership with us!

See you at the Market!

Market returns on Saturday!
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* Limited time offer.  See sales rep for details. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustrations are artist’s concept only. 
Rockport® is a registered trademark of Rockport and used under license. ©Rockport 2010. All rights reserved. E.&O.E. 2012. Brokers protected.

Elegant Suites
 from the

$300’s*
Presentation Centre: 180 John West Way, Suite 103, 

Aurora, Mon.-Wed. Noon-6 pm, Closed Thurs. & Fri., 

Weekends & Holidays Noon-5 pm

905 841 1004

Life. Lived Better.®

rockportgroup.net

Ridgewood II an intimate 6 storey condominium residence located in the heart of 

historic Aurora. With elegant suite designs and luxurious suite appointments ranging 

from 9 & 10 foot ceilings, a gourmet kitchen package consisting of undermount 

sink, under cabinet valance lighting, stainless steel contemporary faucet, ceramic tile 

backsplash, stainless steel appliances and granite countertops. Engineered hardwood 

fl ooring*, one underground parking space and so much more.

Walk into your suite at Ridgewood II and embrace a 

sanctuary to true luxury living.

NOW U
NDER

CONSTRUCTIO
N

1  Y E A R  F R E E  M A I N T E N A N C E *
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