
By Brock Weir

York Region's organ donor reg-
istry numbers are "moderate at
best", but now families of organ
donors, recipients, and all levels of
government have teamed up to
encourage people to give the "gift 
of life."

This was a message that was
brought home movingly by donors,
recipients and their families in a
kick-off event at Aurora's Town Hall
on Friday morning to mark the start
of National Organ and Tissue
Donation Week, which began on
Sunday. The event also marked the
official launch of the York Region
Gift of Life Association. 

The York Region Gift of Life
Association was founded in part by
Alyshia Van Veen, who lost her
father as a result of injuries sus-
tained in a July 2010 car accident.
He made it clear to his family that he

wanted to be an organ donor, and
this was a wish that was honoured
when they took him off life support. 

As a result of this "gift of life" he
saved three lives in the process with
his organs and "enhanced" the lives
of 75 others through tissue dona-
tion.

For the family, however, it was 
a difficult process, but the legacy of
this gift became clear to them after
receiving anonymous letters from a
recipient.

"It was difficult to understand
what the impact was," said Ms. Van
Veen. "That really helped us under-
stand what my father had done. We
knew that he had saved lives, we
knew that lives were changed
because of him, but knowing from
his recipient that he was able to
walk up the stairs freely without
gasping for air, he could walk his
daughter down the aisle at her wed-

By Brock Weir

Aurora's proposed youth cen-
tre might not be as 
successful as the Town hoped,
according to Al Downey, Aurora's
Director of Parks and Recreation.

Mr. Downey made his com-
ments at last week's General
Committee meeting where
Councillors voted to engage a
consultant to go forward with
studies of putting a "community
space for youth" either at the
Aurora Family Leisure Complex or
the Stronach Aurora Recreation
Complex. 

The project was originally
floated as a youth centre but has

now evolved into a "community
program space for youth" and, if
Council gives final approval to
develop a feasibility study for the
two options this week, it appears
that's how it is going to go for-
ward.

"We're looking at a facility that
would provide a number of activi-
ties that would be seen as desir-
able to youth that would be in one
facility," said Mr. Downey. "One of
the concerns we have with a
standalone facility [strictly for
youth] such as repurposing the
old library is although it is an
excellent location with regards to
being in the downtown core, the
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KIA OF NEWMARKET

Cadets from St. Andrew’s College, including Grade 10 piper Zachary Petrachek and Grade 11
drummer Matthew Guizetti above, exercised their “Freedom of the Town” Sunday afternoon
as they marched down from their gates on Yonge Street between St. John’s Sideroad and
Orchard Heights for a service at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church.  They were accompanied
by the student body in their progress. Please see Page 28.
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Recipients and
donors team up to

give the “Gift of Life”

Continued on page 8
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COMING EVENTS

TUESDAY, APRIL 24
Eating Disorders of York Region presents the workshop Stages of Change
with Flora Svinarekno. This free workshop will be held tonight at EDOYR's
head office at 15213 Yonge Street, Ste. 15, Aurora, from 6.30 - 8 p.m. Are you
ready to explore the possibility of change? If so, discover where you are in
your Journey of Recovery. "Stages of Change" will help you explore the
changes that you are seeking. In a safe and confidential setting, the costs and
benefits of changing eating disorder behaviors will be presented. We will also
try to identify barriers and explore healthy coping strategies. Call to register or
email info@edoyr.com.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
Garden Aurora! The Aurora Garden Club invites you to hear Koidu Sulev from
Richters Greenhouses speak about Growing and Using Herbs. Meeting is 8
p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North. Calling all
young Gardeners! Our unique and fun youth group meets at 6.30 p.m. to
design a "Floral Clock" using plant materials. Members, new members and
guests are welcome. Call 905-713-6660 for further info.

FRIDAY, APRIL 27
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents its latest concert in their Great Artists
piano series featuring Katherine Chi. Her program will feature works by Ravel,
Chopin, and Beethoven. Tickets are $30 for adults and $25 for students up to
18 years and seniors. Doors open at 7 p.m. with the concert getting underway
at 8 p.m. For more information, contact the Cultural Centre at 905-727-1818.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
2nd annual "I Love Rock 'n' Roll" dinner dance will be held at the Mansion (for-
merly Dinardo's) tonight. A website www.iloverockandroll.ca is also up and
running for further information. Tickets are available now by calling 905-727-
8600 and expected to sell out fast so if you are planning to attend and don't
want to be disappointed, get your tickets soon.

* * * * 
The Aurora Seniors' Centre will hold its annual spring sale, including a white
elephant sale, a book area, and amazing home baking. Members of the ASA's
sewing, wood shop and knitting groups will also have their treasures for sale,
along with members of the Aurora Farmers' Market. There is something spe-
cial for everyone.

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre proudly presents the 4-member a capella group
Soul Influence with "A Musical African Journey". A Pan-African celebration of
gospel sounds to mark their new CD "GIGO". An amazing collection of four
voices - a perfect family night! Check them out at www.soulinfluence.org.
Tickets: $20. Doors open at 7.30 p.m.; concert at 8 p.m. Tickets available in
advance over the phone, or in person at the Centre. 22 Church Street, Aurora;
wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For info, visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * * 
The Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum presents History Hands On (H20) in
Spring today from 12 noon to 4 p.m. H2O in Spring is a chance to really expe-
rience life as it was more than 100 years ago!  Visit the Log Cabin and try your
hand at some Pioneer chores.  Help prepare treats in the Farmhouse kitchen
and recite your lessons to the Schoolmaster in the 19th century classroom.
Admission is free, donations gratefully accepted. The museum is located at
14732 Woodbine Ave in Gormley. Call 905-727-8954.

TUESDAY, MAY 1
The Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School, formerly Aurora High School and
Aurora District High School, is celebrating its 125 years at a Reunion on May
3 and 4, 2013.  If you would like to be a part of the planning for this Reunion,
please join us at 7 p.m. tonight in the school's staff room.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2
The Aurora Public Library hosts Money Talk$: Understanding Investment
Expenses and Commissions tonight at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room. This is a
FREE monthly discussion group to exchange ideas and unbiased financial
planning information. Presentation will be followed by a Q&A. No financial
products will be offered or sold. Pre-register at the Library's Adult Information
Desk at 905-727-9493 (select option 4) or email fryork-mon-
eytalks@yahoo.com.

THURSDAY, MAY 3
The Newmarket French Language Meet-Up Group will be gathering at the

Starbucks location at 17130 Leslie Street (Leslie and Gorham) in Newmarket
this evening at 7 p.m. for an evening of French conversation. This group is for
anyone who wants to learn or practice French in a fun environment. Whether
French is your first language, you speak fluently, or you have the basics – this
group is for you! This is a fun way for all levels of French speakers to re-
vamp/learn/practice their French while meeting great people. Subsequent
meetings take place each Thursday.

MAY 3 - 5
Merk Photography presents "Rooms with a View", an annual exhibition of
works by local photographers at the Aurora Cultural Centre (22 Church Street)
on Thursday and Friday (noon to 8 p.m.) and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The opening night seminar will take place on Thursday from 6.30 to 7.30 p.m.,
and tickets, which includes food, beverages, loot bags, and a draw prize tick-
et) are available for $10. Saturday will include a free photography workshop
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. featuring local photographers Ellen Cameron, Rob
Scheutze, and Karen Merk. For more information visit roomswith-
aview.merkphotography.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 5
Aurora's St.Andrew's Presbyterian Church hosts its Spring Indoor Vendor
Market today from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Local vendors and artisans are all under
one roof with unique one-of-a-kind products and services.  Jewellery, home
ware, foods, clothing, etc are just a few of the items available.  Some local
familiar names are Twistt, Nady Dog Biscuits, Pampered Chef, Creative
Bears, R&J Concepts, Simply Sweets by Patti and many more.  Looking for
that special Mother's Day gift?  This is the perfect place. Proceeds from the
event go to local charities. Vendors/Artisans.... book your spot now.  905-727-
5011.

MAY 5 - 6
The Town of Aurora and the Society of York Region Artists (SOYRA) present
their 50th Annual Juried Art Show and Sale this weekend at Aurora Town Hall.
Saturday's exhibition sale runs from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., while art lovers can
come by on Sunday from 10 a.m. through 4 pm.  For more information, call
905-726-4762.

SUNDAY, MAY 6
Aurora United Church Choirs, Handbells, and a guest trumpet soloist, are pre-
senting "Last Night at the Proms" on tonight at 7.30 in honour of the Queen's
Diamond Jubilee. Refreshments to follow. Tickets at $15 available at the
Church, 15186 Yonge St, Aurora.

MONDAY, MAY 7
The Aurora Food Pantry hosts its annual general meeting tonight at 7 p.m.
The meeting will take place at 7 p.m. at the Aurora Food Pantry - 350
Industrial Parkway South. All are welcome. For more information, call 416-
276-8749.

FRIDAY, MAY 25
Aurora's Trinity Anglican Church hosts a concert featuring soprano Irene Ilic
and pianist Barry Peters tonight at 7.30 p.m. at the Church, 79 Victoria Street.
Tickets are $20 with a reception to follow. For more information, call 
905-830-6932.

SATURDAY, MAY 26
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents The Art of Tea, an elegant afternoon tea
and talk fundraising event on this afternoon from 1 to 4 p.m. Certified tea som-
melier and culinary consultant Ingrid Folkers will guide visitors in a tutored
tasting of teas and tea blends, all accompanied by a sumptuous menu of fin-
ger sandwiches, sweets, fruit, scones, and Devonshire cream. Tickets for the
fundraising event are $45 with all net proceeds benefiting programming at the
Centre. "Tea-fabulous" attire is encouraged - and welcomed. For more infor-
mation, contact the Centre at 905-713-1818.

SUNDAY, MAY 27
The 2012 Upper Canada Mall Easter Seals 10k Run and 5k Run & Walk will
take place today in a new location - the Newmarket Riverwalk Commons in
Downtown Newmarket and is expected to draw nearly 1,000 participants. The
new venue located on Doug Duncan Drive offers a beautiful, flat and scenic

run course through Fairy Lake Park and the Tom Taylor Trail System. For more
information visit www.eastersealsrun.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Association's Evergreen Choir, under the direction of Dr.
Richard Heinzle, warmly invite you to attend their annual Spring Concert,
Sing, Smile, Be Happy, to take place at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John
West Way, Aurora, at 2.30 p.m. Tickets, are available at the Centre Reception
Desk. $10 for adults, children are welcome and are free of charge.
Refreshments will be served during the break.

MAY 28 – JUNE 2
Carcone’s Auto Recycling & Wheel Refinishing will be collecting tires at their

130 Bloomington Road location from May 28 – June 2. Drop off as many tires
as you want for free and all monies made from recycling your tires will be
donated to Sunshine Foundation dreams for kids. The Town that collects the
most tires will be awarded $15,000 worth of tire derived products for their town
parks, courtesy of Ontario Tire Stewardship. Visit www.carcone.com for more
information.

SATURDAY, JULY 14
The Humber River Shakespeare Company presents Macbeth tonight at Town
Park. The performance gets under way at 7 p.m. Suggested donation is $15,
but admission is pay what you can at the park. Bring your friends, your 
family, a picnic, and a blanket and witness swords clashing, witches 
enchanting, madness and mystery entwining, and war drums pulsing! For
more information visit humberrivershakespeare.ca or call 416-209-2026.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
The Doane House Hospice will hold its third annual Unique Craft and Gift
Show today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Newmarket Community Centre 
(200 Doug Duncan Drive, Newmarket). For more information, call 
905-967-0259.
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FEBRUARY 9 - MAY 5
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Under Sacred Skies; panoramic oil

paintings by Michael Fromowitz in the Great Hall Gallery. Continues through
until May 5; Gallery Hours Tuesday - Saturday, 1 - 4 p.m. and during special
events; free admission. 22 Church Street; wheelchair accessible at north
entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818, or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

APRIL 1 - APRIL 30
Artists from L'Arche Daybreak will mount their exhibit With Our Own

Hands at the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts this month. The
exhibit will be open Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and one
hour prior to all ticketed performances. The exhibit will be closed to the public
on Sundays unless a performance is taking place. "Those with intellectual dis-
abilities have been called 'artisans of the heart' by Jean Vanier," said
Richmond Hill artist and L'Arche supporter Jacquie Boughner in a statement.
"In this exhibition, the Daybreak artists create works full of joy, life, and peace
- a perspective of the heart with which to view and engage the world and soci-
ety in which we live." For more information, contact L'Arche Daybreak at 905-
884-3454.

APRIL 11 - MAY 30
A Bereavement Support Group for adults experiencing the death of a

loved one is again being offered at the Aurora United Church for an eight week
session, from 7 to 9 p.m. beginning Wednesday, April 11 and ending May 30.
There is no fee for this program. It is non-denominational and is open to all in
the community. For info call Paula at 905-727-2584 or email bereave-
ment@live.ca.

APRIL 13-28
Theatre Aurora presents "Harvey", Mary Chase's 1944 Pulitzer Prize win-

ning play.  The story is about a man whose best friend is Harvey-a six-foot,
three-and-one-half-inch tall invisible rabbit.  This is the final show of the 2011-
12 season. Directed by Reg O'Brien and produced by Anne Currie-O'Brien,
the show runs April 13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22 (matinee), 25, 26, 27 28.  Curtain
times are 8.00 p.m. with the matinee at 2.00 p.m. Visit the Theatre Aurora web-
site www.theatreaurora.com for further information.  Tickets are available 
on-line through the website, by phone at 905-727-3669, by email at 
taboxoffice@bellnet.ca or in person at the Theatre.  Theatre Aurora is located
at 150 Henderson Drive, Aurora. 
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FOUR YEAR OLD AURORA BOY GETS WISH

Four year old Owen has had a lifelong dream of being a firefighter,
and he will get his wish on Sunday thanks to Central York Fire Services
and the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Owen, who has a life-threatening
heart condition, will spend Sunday with his family and friends at CYFS’
training centre on Timothy Street in Newmarket, where his dream will
become a reality. Watch for next week’s Auroran for full coverage of
Owen’s big day!

FORMER COUNCILLOR DIES

Flags were lowered at Town Hall last week to mark the death of for-
mer councillor Donald Roberts. Mr. Roberts, who served on Aurora Town
Council in 1973, died on April 17. A teacher and vice principal in schools
in North York, he is survived by his wife Wanda, son Kirk, daughter-in-
law Peregrine, daughter Lisa, son-in-law Scott, stepdaughter Cindy, and
grandchildren Taylor, Jade, Liam, and Aleda. A celebration of his life took
place in Aurora on April 21.

Briefly
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Aurora resident Lynn
Pearson (L) and 
her mother Wilma
Fairbrother (R), pictured
left with a young 
teammate, lead Sole
Sisters, a team which
participates annually in
Aurora’s Relay for Life.
Established in 2005, 
the team has raised 
over $40,000 for the
Canadian Cancer
Society in the yearly
June fundraiser.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Local mother and daughter
team up for Relay

By Brock Weir

It's a party, it's a celebra-
tion, but how can you put the
whole "Relay for Life" experi-
ence into words, especially
when your own family has
been touched by cancer?

That was a question
Aurora resident Lynn
Pearson grappled with when
considering why she had
become involved in the
Aurora Relay for Life for the
Canadian Cancer Society. 

Aurora's Relay for Life is
an annual fundraiser hosted
by the Society which not only
includes the relay itself, but
stories from cancer survivors
and the lighting of tributes to
those who weren't fortunate

enough to conquer the dis-
ease.

"At 10 p.m. when they
have that luminary ceremo-
ny, what does it mean when
your family is there with
you?" she says. "You never,
ever forgot about the ones
you have lost or the ones
that have fought through,
succeeded in their cancer
journey, but the moment
when you have got your
friends or your family close
by with you during the lumi-
nary ceremony is just taking
that moment to be present
with whatever struggles that
cancer patient has had."

Pearson first became
involved with the Canadian
Cancer Society and Relay

for Life in particular when her
own father was diagnosed
with cancer. She began can-
vassing for the Society and
then in 2005, she decided to
enter a team into the Relay.
Her father died the following
year. 

She formed a team with
her mother, Wilma
Fairbrother, her sister
Brenda Calhoun, and other
members of their family and
friends and since that initial
Relay event, the first in
Aurora, the team has raised
over $40,000 for cancer
research. When asked what
the impact she and her team
- the Sole Sisters - have had
means to her, she says it
reflects the whole Relay phi-

losophy of "celebrate,
remember, and fight back."

"Sometimes when you
have gone through an expe-
rience like this you do feel
helpless and being involved
in the relay and being able to
raise that kind of money is a
way of fighting back, saying
we have to do whatever we
can to help. It is just [a matter
of] understanding the cancer
society's mission that they're
looking at prevention as well
as cure and prevention sup-
port."

The Sole Sisters raise
money every year from a
yard sale, with some of the
younger members supple-
menting this income with

Continued on page 24
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Letters to the Editor

Brock’s Banter
By BROCK WEIR

A Youth Centre for Aurora - or lack thereof - was a big
issue when Councillors came together for their General
Committee Meeting last week, and it is bound to be a hot 
button issue this Tuesday for the regular Council meeting. 

Last week, Councillors took opposing viewpoints on just
what the youth of Aurora really wanted and needed. One
group said what the youth needed was more - and pre-
dictable - programming space for existing and new programs.
Another said what they really wanted was a place to "hang
out", a place where they can kick back in a non-programmed
environment and pursue the interests and hobbies that actu-
ally tickle their fancy. 

The needs and wants of the youth have been gathered by
municipally hired consultants, analysed, and re-packaged in
a ready-to-serve meal known as a youth needs analysis. But
since this analysis was completed, the youth in this town
have been conspicuously silent on the matter. 

Are the youth still being asked? Do the youth still care?
Are they happy with Aurora's Town Council, staff, and con-
sultants, interpreting their surveys and telling them what they
want or need? 

"There's a gap in terms of how we're dealing with our
youth today," said Councillor John Gallo, before picking up
his metaphorical hammer to nearly hit the nail directly on the
head. "Maybe we need some other people to advise us on
how to fill that gap."

Maybe there is a simpler answer.
Aurora is unique in having three - and perhaps arguably

four - generations of Aurorans sitting at the Council table rep-
resenting their interests. But less than two years ago, Aurora
was also served with Youth Councillors. 

The Youth Councillor program was spearheaded in the
previous Council term by Al Wilson, something that everyone
on that Council agreed with - a rarity of Halley's Comet pro-
portions. It was an Al Wilson success story and the program
was ably represented by then Grade 11 students Chelsea
Campbell and Adrian Bulfon. Phyllis Morris and Councillors
often called upon the Youth Councillors near the end of the
handful of Council meetings to share their thoughts, which
they eagerly did, but it left them wanting more.

In my "exit interviews" with the Chelsea, for instance, she
said that while she understood it was "neither possible nor
appropriate" for youth councillors to debate items on the
table, "if Councillors are interested in the opinion of youth,
perhaps they should ask questions during the meeting."

As the debate over the youth centre wore on last Tuesday,
it seemed clear that this would have been a golden opportu-
nity. Instead of having "other people to advise" Council on
how to fill that gap, if Al Wilson's pilot project was picked up
again early in this Council term, it simply would have been a
matter of Chris Ballard turning to his right or Paul Pirri to his
left and just asking, "Hey, what do you and your fellow stu-
dents want to see happen with this?" 

It would have saved a lot of time trying to hypothesise
what the youth wanted or needed, they could have heard it
straight from the horse's mouths. In the length of time it took
for this matter to come back to the table the youth councillors
could have been tasked with going back to their high schools
and polling their classmates on what they wanted. 

It would have provided some younger citizens - the lead-
ers of tomorrow - to make a meaningful contribution some-
thing which had the potential of being a facility integral to
their lives...and potentially saved Aurora any embarrassment
if this "community program space for youth" becomes a com-
plete and utter failure. 

Speaking to Mayor Dawe on Friday, he indicated his inter-
est in perhaps forming a youth advisory committee or anoth-
er way to engage youth outside of a "youth councillor" sitting
in during Council meetings. This is a great idea, any way to
increase the civic engagement of younger Aurorans is wel-
come, but it would have been even more welcome when
Aurora's Youth Centre was still, you know, a youth centre.

THANK YOU!
Congratulations are once again in order for our columnist

Scott Johnston. The cartoon on the following page is the
600th editorial cartoon Scott has drawn for The Auroran.
Thanks for all your hard work!

...AND FINALLY
Before I sign off for this week, I would just like to send out

a special birthday greeting to my mom, Jan. My mother is cel-
ebrating a milestone birthday on Friday, which also means
*mumble* number of years my grandmother has been com-
plaining about giving birth to the first nine pound baby in
Toronto's history...or so she says! Regardless of the number
of candles on her cake this week, for all of MY twenty-six
years, my mom has continually gone above and beyond the
call of duty, and for that I am grateful. Happy Birthday! Ah,
what the hell, I'm on a roll - Happy Mother's Day too! 

A golden opportunity
was missed...

To submit a letter to the editor please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com – deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m. 
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Nicole Young, Andrew
Smith, and Mark Mosur,
pictured here, left to right,
have pumped up their
tires, greased their
wheels, and have their
team uniforms ready to go
in advance of the Ride to
Conquer Cancer. The
teammates and Crabby
Joe’s Tap and Grill are
teaming up on Saturday,
May 5 at 5 p.m. to host the
fundraiser “This One’s For
You: In Memory of Dollina
Harrison” (see letter
below).

Doors open at Crabby
Joe’s at 5 p.m. and tickets
are $40, and that includes
dinner. The event will 
feature acoustic singer/
songwriter Pat Mete.

Artefacts from Historic
Aurora will return to this
space next week.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Residents take on Ride for Cancer
To the editor:

On November 12th, my
family, like so many others, lost
a loved one to cancer. 

My mother, Dollina
Harrison, lost a two-year battle
to kidney cancer. 

She never lost her courage,
strength or grace. The love and
pride I feel for her are beyond
words.

I also feel this love and pride
for my nephew Aaron Conboy. 

Aaron and his friends
Nicole Young, Andrew Smith
and Mark Mosur are participat-
ing in the Enbridge Ride to

Conquer Cancer. This is a 200
km bike ride beginning in
Toronto and ending in Niagara
Falls on June 9 and 10. Their
team is called "This One's For
You" in memory of Dollina
Harrison.

In order to raise money they
are having a fundraiser at
Crabby Joe's Aurora. I would
like to extend a huge thank you
to Axel Rasmussen for turning
over the restaurant to them for
this event. 

This fundraiser will be held
on Saturday May 5, with doors
opening at 5 p.m. Tickets are
$40 including dinner. Local

acoustic singer/songwriter Pat
Mete is kindly donating his 
talents for the evening. 

There will also be a 50/50
draw and silent auction. I  know
that my Mom would be over-
whelmed with love and pride
for Aaron, Nicole and their
team. We are certainly grateful
for the efforts of all involved in
the planning of this great event.

If you would like to purchase
tickets please call Nicole at
416-543-6305 or, if you are
interested in donating to this
wonderful cause, please visit
www.conquercancer.ca.

Thank you for your support.
GO TEAM GO!

Leslie Amborski
Aurora

Former Parks Director
still has a "green" eye

To the editor:

About fifty years ago in the
old Council Chamber on Yonge
Street, my application was
accepted to set up the first
Parks Department for our
Town.

Being a dream position, I
couldn't sleep that night won-
dering where to start! Rising
early the next morning, forget-
ting breakfast, I toured every
park in Town and set my agen-
da for years to come. I wanted
and needed to do more than
just cut grass!

My theme? GREEN!
Green would be my total

focus for trees and grass for the
next few years. Fertilizer and
tender loving care brought the
colour to fruition. In the 1960s,
the Town received a grant of
$27,000 for parks. I submitted
a plan for Fleury Park to
Council and received the go
ahead to GREEN Fleury Park.

It is still the best and most
heavily used park in our Town.
It is with joy and many happy
memories that this park is my

view as I sit on my condo bal-
cony.

Go GREEN was my trade-
mark for the high standards in
your parks. After going alone
for many years, I struck it lucky
to hire Jim Tree from a local
golf club. Jim had the same
vision as I, and would get upset
that we could not go ahead
with all the projects we
dreamed of.

In those days at budget
time a letter came from Council
giving us a paltry 2 per cent
increase. This meant no new
projects. We carried forward,
worked well together without
too many arguments to give
the residents of Aurora what I
think is the best parks system
for a Town of our size.

The GREEN TEAM broke
up when I retired and it was
only natural for Jim to take over
from me. He soon found that
he wouldn't be alone as I con-
tinued to look over his shoulder
and talk parks with him.

Norm Weller
Aurora
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Inside Aurora
Part of the Solution

By FRANK KLEES 
MPP Newmarket-Aurora 

By SCOTT JOHNSTON

Frankly Speaking

Do miracles still happen?
I remember those words as if it was yesterday. They

came from the back seat in that quizzical tone that a parent
can't ignore. The Sunday School lesson earlier that morning
had my five year old son's mind working in overdrive and I
knew we were in for a non-stop interrogation as we made
our way home from church that day.

As I sat in the Council Chambers at the Aurora Town Hall
this past Friday morning, I recalled hearing that question
put to me so innocently twenty-four years ago, and I silent-
ly answered.... yes, I'm in a room full of miracles.

The Gift of Life...
The occasion was a press conference to announce the

launch of The York Region Gift of Life Association and to
usher in the National Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness
Week, April 22 - 28.

As I looked around the room, I saw the faces of men and
women who were, in every sense of the word, walking mir-
acles. 

Each had traveled a unique journey in their lives, but the
one thing they had in common was the fact that they were
in that room because someone had  made the selfless deci-
sion to be an organ donor. They had literally experienced a
life-saving miracle.

They were there to give witness to the fact that they were
alive and well, because of the modern day miracle of organ
and tissue transplantation. And they were there to remind
us that those life-saving miracles are dependent on the will-
ingness of each of us to be a potential donor.

A father's legacy...
Alyshia Van Veen and her family were confronted with

the issue of organ donation through her father's death. It
was his legacy as an organ donor that inspired Alyshia to
spearhead the founding of the York Region Gift of Life
Association, which was being announced at this press con-
ference.

"With more than 1,500 people on the wait list and a
provincial registration rate of 21 per cent, we need to make
a change" said Mrs. Van Veen. "Through our stories and
education and awareness initiatives, we hope to increase
the registration rate both in York Region and province-wide."

The goal is to raise awareness and increase registration
through community outreach. The organization is hoping to
connect with service clubs, churches and other community
groups who would be willing to help.

One person dies every three days 
waiting for a transplant...

Aurora resident Bruce Cuthbert was perilously close to
being counted into that statistic. He and his family know all
too well what it's like to wonder whether he will live long
enough to receive a transplant. A grateful transplant recipi-
ent, Bruce is also a founding member of the York Region
Gift of Life Association.

How can it be?
During my remarks at the press conference, I asked how

can it be that under the umbrella of a $48 billion health care
system in Ontario, we have more than 1,500 on a wait list
for organ transplants and that one of those people has to
die every three days?

Why is it, that in some jurisdictions, the rate of registered
donors is as high as 80 per cent, and in Ontario it's only 21?

The answer is simple: Organ and tissue donation has not

been a priority of the Ontario government.
Until recently, Ontario's system of registering organ

donors has been antiquated and cumbersome. It wasn't
until late last year, that the government finally responded to
repeated calls to put in place an on-line organ donor reg-
istry system. And in comparison to the need, we have
invested little in making the public aware of the importance
and benefits of organ and tissue donation.

On behalf of us all, I want to thank the doctors and nurs-
es who have dedicated themselves to this highly special-
ized and life-saving area of medical practice.

Do miracles still happen?
Yes they do! They happen through the minds of the

researchers who discover new ways of preserving and
transplanting tissues and organs. They happen through the
skills of surgeons and medical teams who have been
entrusted with transferring the gift of life to a dying patient
so freely given by another.

And miracles happen through the efforts of people like
Alyshia Van Veen and Bruce Cuthbert, though their efforts
to raise awareness of the importance of organ donation in
our community.

I want to thank them and the many volunteers who will
be supporting the work of the York Region Gift of Life
Association in the years ahead.

And I would ask you to do your part to make miracles
happen by registering as an organ donor at
www.beadonor.ca

As always, I look forward to your comments and advice.
I can be reached at my constituency office at 905-750-0019
or through my website at www.frankklees.com.

"We have to think of something to help the merchants
of Yonge Street in Aurora," said the Chair of the meeting.

"I agree," noted the man to his left.  "With people
increasingly taking their business further east in town,
many shops along Yonge are being forced to close down,
and others are just barely hanging on."  

"We have to come up with actions that will offer the
remaining store owners some glimmer of hope, at least
until the folks working on the Promenade redevelopment
project have completed it."

"You know, if we're looking for a quick fix," said a lady
down the table, "cars are constantly slowing down traffic
as they turn into drive-thus, and alarming people by sud-
denly cutting across sidewalks.  I'll bet that's scaring cus-
tomers away from these establishments.  Maybe we
should ban all drive-thrus on Yonge Street?"  

"What a great idea.  No noisy, idling cars, no long line-
ups of people waiting for service….  That should really
help these businesses.    They'll really thank us for that
idea."

"What about drive-thrus elsewhere in town.   Should be
ban them, too?"

"No, they're not in the problem area, so we'll leave
them.   Besides, that will show the Yonge Street merchants
that we're focusing our full attention on addressing their
problems."

"Now what about the new Youth Centre?  There are a
number of options for a location, and I've heard some of
them are on Yonge Street."

"That's a horrible idea," said a man in a striped tie.  "So
many people coming and going at all hours, all those
unsightly bicycles chained everywhere, and parents loiter-
ing around in the area waiting to pick up their kids.  That's
the last thing these businesses need.  Yes, we should
push the town to locate the Youth Centre further away -
perhaps at the Rec Complex out by Leslie."

"Good idea.  That should be far enough."
"You know," said another lady, "I've heard that there's

an idea out there to relocate the Santa Claus Parade to
Wellington east of Bayview."

"We should support that, too," agreed the Chair.  "The
way it is now, during the parade no cars are allowed on
Yonge Street for a couple of hours.  That must really be
hurting the companies along there.  I'll bet during that
time, the coffee shops, restaurants and other stores hard-
ly do any business at all."

"How could they with no vehicle traffic?   Yes, I expect
all of them just close up for the evening."

"And think how much cleaner and more attractive the
street would be without all the trash 40,000 people must
leave behind."

"And if the parade was moved from Yonge Street,"

someone else chipped in, "the town wouldn't need to put
up all those Christmas lights and decorations along there
every year.  I'll bet they block people's views of the store
windows and signs.  If we leave the street plain and
undecorated, that should really improve business."

"Sure it would.  It's obvious!"
"Say," said another gentleman, "if moving the Santa

Claus Parade away from Yonge Street will help the mer-
chants for all these reasons, imagine what a boon it would
be for them if they didn't have to deal with the June Street
Festival, either?"

"Of course!" exclaimed the Chair.  "That's perfect.
Yonge Street's closed almost the whole day that Sunday,
anyway.  That must be horrible for their businesses.  We
should suggest moving the Street Sale to Bloomington."

"I agree."
"Me, too."
"Well, I think we have some excellent ideas here," con-

cluded the Chair, bringing the meeting to a close.
As people packed up, the man to his left smiled.  "It's

great to be part of the solution.  I just hope the merchants
on Yonge Street appreciate how much we're looking out
for them."

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

A Room Full of Miracles



6 - THE AURORAN, Week of April 24, 2012    

Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

905-841-3100
WWW.OUTDOORLUXURY.COM

255 INDUSTRIAL PARKWAY SOUTHUNIT 7, AURORA

BOOK
YOUR

OUTDOOR
KITCHEN
TODAY

outdoor kitchens • pizza ovens
outdoor fireplaces • bbqs

Looking forward to
Hillary House 
anniversary

In case you're not aware, Hillary House is having another
birthday this year.

The house, situated on Yonge Street, just south of Aurora
Heights Drive, is 150 years old, and great events are planned this
year to help it celebrate the occasion. 

If only there was some place to park!
The house is owned by the Aurora Historical Society, of which

I was a member some years ago. It's nice that the house, classi-
fied by well-known Aurora historian John McIntyre as an excel-
lent example of the Gothic Revival style with elaborate barge-
board, a large verandah with bell-cast eaves, Gothic columns
and pointed arches, is still standing.

In other words, it's worth a visit or two.
On May 12, the 150th Anniversary Official Opening

Celebrations will take place from 1 to 4 p.m. at the house.
Admission is free.

Your attendance will help celebrate the 150th Anniversary of
the construction of Hillary House.

At the event will be 150 never before seen artefacts from the
Hillary House collection. In addition, "Art At The Manor", a juried
art exhibition, will open in the ballroom.

Among the special guests will be Aurora's very own Town
Crier, John Webster, who will proclaim that day as  "Hillary House
Day" in Aurora. 

Speeches from the AHS President Suzanne Reiner and
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe are set for 2 p.m.

The public is encouraged to bring their own picnic to enjoy on
the grounds, as the Hillary family used to do so many years ago.

There will also be children crafts, and Elizabeth Hearn Milner
will be on hand to sign her book about Aurora between the years
1945 and 1965.

In June, a Then and Now Fashion Show and Strawberry Tea
will take place at the house.

On Saturday, June 16, you may attend the event for the price
of $45. You save $5 if you're an AHS member.

In October, the highlight of the year will take place in the form
of a Hillary House Ball.

Slated to be held at the Mansion (formerly Dinardo's) on
Industrial Parkway South, the event will be held October 19, and
tickets for this Victorian-inspired gala evening will be available
soon.

Enjoy an amazing four-course dinner in wonderful company
and be entertained by incredible performances while supporting
the work of the Aurora Historical Society.

It sounds like quite a year to celebrate the birthday of Aurora's
famous Hillary House and raise more than a quarter million dol-
lars.

Hope they make it and are able to build a parking lot, which
the place badly needs.  

Construction is expected to cost upward of $200,000.  That
would also make the people who work at Shoppers Drug Mart
happy since that's where most people who visit the ancient
house, park these days.

The group received a grant from the federal government in the
amount of $8,750 last week -delivered by Newmarket-Aurora
Member of Parliament Lois Brown. (Please see page 23)

So now they need to raise less than three-quarters of a mil-
lion dollars.

By the way, thanks to Prime Minister Steven Harper, who,
through Lois, sent me congratulations on my retirement.

The letter was written January 20th.
Please feel free to e-mail

Ron at RWall9999@rogers.com

When is a youth centre not a youth centre?
To the editor:

For at least 10 years the
town has been studying the
need for a youth centre. 

A few councillors pledged
during the last election that they
would see one built this term of
Council.

Consultants have been
hired. Architects retained.
Money spent. Pencils sharp-
ened and plans presented with
sketches and possible loca-
tions.

I don't like any of them. 
That doesn't mean I dislike

youth. It means we need to be
honest with both ourselves and
Aurora's young people on what
is being proposed. We need to
stop this process before it goes
too far and the wrong type of
facility built. 

In fact, why do we need to
build anything? Why aren't we
looking at leasing facilities, or

several facilities? I'd like to see
comparative analysis of the
costs.

We need to engage our
young people in defining a
vision for THEIR centre. As a
council, we need to come to
agreement on what a youth
centre should be.

Somewhere along the way
our "Youth Centre" became
"Community Space for Youth."
In reality, what's proposed is pri-
marily a sport facility that kids
can use when we adults are fin-
ished for the afternoon.

When I examine the pro-
posed plans I see nothing for
kids who would rather jam with
a band, create art, act in a play
or just hang out with friends.
And many of the proposed loca-
tions are difficult to get to, requir-
ing parental transport. 

Even youth who love sports
don't necessarily want a sport
facility doubling as their youth

centre - they want to visit friends
and have non-programmed
time.

What's really before council
is a proposal to build additional
sports facilities for use by every-
one in town. But is it a Youth
Centre? Not by my definition.

Let's put a hold on things
until we sort out a vision for our
Youth Centre. Let's not rush into
finding a location until we know
what needs to be built.

Building a Youth Centre is
about young people. A success-
ful centre must involve young
people from the beginning to
the end. Our youth have a right
to be involved in a project meant
for their benefit. 

I will propose to Council that
it establish a Youth Centre

Advisory Committee, com-
prised of young people 14 to 18,
to create a vision for their centre
and give advice on location,
design and operation. Engaging
our youth this way should only
push an opening back by a few
months, but it will give us
greater assurance of success.

No matter what election
promises some councillors
made to build a centre this term,
they should focus instead on
building the right type of facility
for our youth.

To do otherwise puts politics
ahead of our young people. And
that's a disservice to the very
people we want to help.

Councillor Chris Ballard
Aurora

Level of political correctness
is “disruptive”

To the editor:

I refer to Mr. Kean's letter of
April 17, 2012 regarding Mayor
"should apologize for a stupid
and reckless" remark.  Once
again the insanity of political
correctness has reared its ugly
and disruptive head.

I watched the council meet-
ing in question and therefore
heard first-hand the exchange
between Councillor Ballard
and Mayor Dawe, and to sug-
gest that the Mayor was in any
way condoning or making fun
of spousal abuse is absolutely
ludicrous. 

Spousal abuse, whether
physical or mental, committed
by either gender is cowardly,
despicable and certainly unac-
ceptable.  However, I believe
Mr. Kean's endeavour to mis-
construe the Mayor's comment
is also unacceptable.

Fortunately The Auroran
printed the context in which the
Mayor made his off-the-cuff
remark and it is quite obvious,
as I'm sure most people would
agree, that it had nothing what-
soever to do with "wife beat-
ing".

Councillor Ballard asked a
question of the Mayor which I
felt could certainly be taken as
questioning the Mayor's integri-
ty.  The Mayor answered the
question which apparently did
not satisfy Councillor Ballard
and the situation escalated. 

I'm sure the rather loaded
question by Councillor Ballard
prompted the Mayor,  out of
frustration to comment more to
himself than anybody, "and I
stopped beating my wife".  This
is a common, albeit sarcastic,
term to indicate you feel you
have been asked an unfair,
inappropriate or trick question.
I'm sure the Mayor regrets this
comment if only because of the
knee-jerk reaction of the likes
of Nigel Kean.

I believe Mr. Kean has
made an outrageous and
unfounded accusation against
not only the Mayor but also the
entire Council.  

Obviously the eight
Councillors took the comment
the way it was intended and not
as Mr. Kean is insinuating that
somehow the Mayor condones
this form of violence. In my
mind it is Mr. Kean that should
be making an apology to the

Mayor and the entire Council
for his unfounded and deroga-
tory remarks.

Graham Wride
Aurora

“Get to some real
issues”: Reader

To the editor:

Oh, Nigel Kean, you old
political dog, you.  

Very crafty of you to jump
on a comment, which clearly
was said tongue in cheek and
without malice, and posture
yourself as the affronted and
indignant party. 

Do I need to explain the
obvious? Mayor Dawe was ref-
erencing a classic example of
a "loaded question", one that

cannot be answered without
incriminating its responder. 

Have you stopped beating
your wife? Do you know how
the staff of the cultural centre
got their addendums? 

Yeah, that's what he meant,
and Mr. Kean knows this full
well. Now stop wasting our
time and get onto some real
issues.

Christine Woodley
Aurora
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T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

No one wants to think about their death any sooner than they must, but
planning your funeral services in advance, called  “preplanning” or “pre-
arranging,” is a responsible, caring act that can reduce stress for your
grieving loved ones. It’s easy to understand how making decisions now

about your final arrangements can help assure those left behind that your wishes are
being honoured.

Take responsibility for your arrangements.
Just as estate planning and creating a will are responsible actions; planning your

final arrangements in advance makes emotional and financial sense and protects your
loved ones from the burden of planning services for you.

Eliminate guesswork for your family.
When you prearrange your funeral service, you’ll help alleviate your family’s burden

of making difficult decisions at what will be an already difficult time. With your wishes
recorded, they won’t be left to guess what you would have wanted. 

Personalize your service.
Making your final arrangements in advance allows you to  influence all elements of your

services, including songs, readings or other personal details that are important to you. It’s
your funeral – it should celebrate your life, your way.

Avoid emotional overspending.
By communicating exactly which merchandise and services you want, you can

keep your family from purchasing unnecessary additions to your services.

Lock in today's prices.
If you choose to fund your prearranged funeral plans, you can lock in today’s prices

for products and services that likely will be more expensive in the future. It is impor-
tant to work with a funeral professional to understand your options.

How does pre-arranging 
my funeral benefit my family?

A:

Comments should “not be taken on face value”
To the editor:

Is wife beating a prob-
lem? Yes! But so-called

political correctness won't
solve that or any other
problem. 

I'm surprised to see

that people, particularly
former politicians, didn't
recognize that Mayor
Dawe's statement was

just a modification of the
well-known, self-incrimi-
nating question "Are you
still beating your wife?"

Neither idioms, nor
metaphors, should ever
be taken at face value
(unless you have a secret

Former councillors have 
“muddied” the political waters

one time but now no longer
does. If he says, "No," the
assumption is that he still
beats his wife.  The question
gives no other option.

It is like a loaded gun
pointed at the head of the
person questioned, a dan-
gerous thing.

Mayor Dawe cleverly
gave Councillor Ballard the
only answer he could give,
referring to the traditional
loaded question and then
he moved on. 

Now former Councillor
Kean and, I understand by
inference, former Councillor
MacEachern have jumped
into muddied waters and
have highlighted their igno-
rance by not understanding
the reference.

George G. Gonsalves
Aurora

To the editor:

Thank you for providing
the context of Mayor
Dawe's comment.  

It is obvious that the

Mayor became frustrated
with Councillor Ballard's
badgering and his loaded
rhetoric.  

In response to
Councillor Ballard's obvi-

ously loaded question,
Mayor Dawe gave the
answer to the classical
loaded question, "Have you
stopped beating your wife?"

A loaded question is one

with a false presupposition
which gives the person
questioned no reasonable
answer. If he answers,
"Yes," it can be assumed
that he did beat his wife at

agenda). 
Concern about the

impact of statements on
other people is admirable.
Let's take a look at the
effect this can have. In
1968 Peter Sellers made a
movie, The Party. In it he
played a bumbling East
Indian actor who messed
up scene after scene,
destroyed an irreplaceable
movie set, then, after
being accidentally invited
to a party, his fumblings
wreaked havoc on the
place. 

One of the scenes at
the party showed him pick-
ing up a dish of bird food
and reading the name on
it; "Birdie Num Num." He
repeated it several times
in a high pitched voice, in
his inimitable East Indian
accent. When the movie
got to India the result was,
Indian men walking
around amusing their
friends by imitating Peter
Sellers's "Birdie Num
Num'.

How devastating! The
humour lived on outside
the movie theatre.

William Hastings
Aurora

If you suffer from Arthritis
you need to be aware of excit-
ing new discoveries that can
prevent years of  pain,  suffer-
ing, immobility and frustration.

You may have told your
doctor you  suffer  with  one or
more of the following: sore,
stiff  knees,  painful achy hips,
low back pain, mid back pain,
neck stiffness or pain, hand or
finger stiffness and soreness,
shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may  find that your
pain or stiffness  affects your
work,  housekeeping,  leisure
activities, exercise, sports or
other activities.  

You go to the drug store or
to your doctor and get  pills to
help relieve your pain. But you
find the pain keeps coming
back.   So you go back, again
and again, and get the same
or different drugs to  make
you feel better.  Your doctor
may eventually say... “I’ve
done all I can do -  use the
drugs to cope with the pain”
Alternatively, the doctor may
refer you to a specialist who
may tell you that surgery is
needed or is an option for you. 

However, many people are

hesitant to have surgery given
its invasive nature.  It is impor-
tant to know that although
surgery is sometimes neces-
sary, it is considered a last
resort in most cases.   

You are likely frustrated by
having to suffer with the come
and go pain but may also be
concerned on your depend-
ency on the pills and their
possible side effects.  You may
have heard that there are seri-
ous health risks associated
with chronic use (or overuse)
of pain pills or anti-inflamma-
tory drugs that include 
damage to the  liver, kidneys
and gut.   

Although the pain killing or
anti-inflammatory drugs are
designed to numb the pain
they do not correct the under-
lying root causes of the pain.
The most common underlying
causes include nutritional
problems,  postural problems,
infections, chemicals and
immune system problems.   

Medical doctors largely
focus on medications to give
relief  but sufferers need to be
aware that there are addition-
al choices available for many

cases of  arthritis that are
effective, modern, natural and
safe. These approaches have
helped many sufferers
change their life forever. 

To help sufferers an
upcoming workshop is being
provided on Arthritis relief.
This eye opening information
has helped countless suffer-
ers to feel better, have more
mobility, increased flexibility
and vastly improved function.  

Many sufferers have found
the information has led them
to  remarkable improvements
in performing daily activities
that include sports and athlet-
ics, leisure activities, house-
keeping tasks, work duties
and taking care of  their kids.
In many cases, sufferers have
found that they been able to
avoid unnecessary surgery.

As a community service
this workshop is free.

The workshop will be held
on  Wed., May 2, from 7:30
pm – 9:00 pm. at the King
West Wellness Centre 141
King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond
Hill. Seating is limited. To
make reservations call 888-
837 -0407.

Arthritis: Lasting relief 
without Drugs or Surgery  

Advertorial

While they did not submit a letter to the editor this week, The Auroran got
the message loud and clear when around 4.20 p.m. on Friday car horns and
hand-held air horns blared outside our office. The noises were coming from
local activists and enthusiastic passers-by calling for the legalization of
marijuana. Judging by the sound of car and truck horns – sounding off at
the request of the masked activist above – as they passed through the
Yonge and Wellington intersection, they certainly got the message out and

maybe struck a chord!

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir
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Raz and Mae Khamissa
 invite you  to come visit our staff 
                          who have  gone through 
                                in-depth training.

                                     Omars has been 
                                         fitting shoes from 
                                          babies to adults 
                                         for over 40 years.

The New Balance WW846
Available in 2A, B, D and EE
Selected styles available
in wide widths.

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!
WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

Celebrating our 42nd year of business in Aurora.

A lighter-weight option for a motion control walking shoe, the 846 features a breathable upper,
New Balance's celebrated ROLLBAR® with its outstanding stability, comfortable yet supportive cushioning
and Walking Strike Path® technology to give you a premium shoe focused on wellness from every angle.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

Financial Security Advisor 
Jeffrey Sleep

Financial freedom is still 
achieveable even in today’s 

economic environment. 

Office: 416-291-0451  ext. 262 
jeff.sleep@freedom55financial.com

A division of London Life Insurance Company

+

Councillors move forward with two options for youth space
concern is it doesn't pro-
vide that multi-use facility
that many of the youth
have found desirable. We
have concerns with a
standalone facility. We
don't believe it would be
as successful as we
hoped."

The shift from a youth
centre to a multipurpose
facility raised questions
with some members of
the Council table, includ-
ing Councillor Evelyn
Buck who questioned if a
multiuse facility was
something the youth of
Aurora really wanted. 

"If we build it, they will
come - I don't think that is
true," said Councillor
Buck, adding that location
was everything to the suc-
cess of a youth centre,
and that location was in
downtown Aurora. "Going
out to the edges of Town
is not going to be encour-
aging to the young ones."

Although kids take
advantage of programs
offered in existing facili-
ties like swimming and
skating, that is not neces-
sarily what they wanted in
a space just for them.
What they want, she said,
is a "hangout."

"If you can provide
them with a space where
people can hang out and
be where everybody else
is of their generation then
that is where they will go,"
she said. "If we're listen-
ing to them I think we will
try to do everything we
can think of to make it a
success, but rather we
would listen to what kids
are saying to us. Nowhere
is the herding instinct
stronger than in your teen
years. It's not about what
adults should be doing to
keep them out of mis-
chief; it 's about being
where other kids are and
where the things are hap-
pening.

"It is not about pro-
grams, it is not about
equipment. It's just a
place that they can call
[their own]. As long as
they won't tear the place
apart and they are per-
fectly capable of doing
that too."

Sharing Councillor
Buck's concerns was
Councillor Chris Ballard,
who reiterated a delega-
tion to the committee ear-
lier in the evening by for-
mer mayoral candidate
Miloslav Prikryl that it is
not up for the Town simply

to provide programming,
but to provide a space. 

"If they want to just
have love seats, let them
have love seats there,"
said Mr. Prikryl. "You want
to revive downtown but
you want to exclude kids
from the downtown. [The
old Library] has been sit-
ting there for years."

Speaking to the recom-
mendation before commit-
tee, Councillor Ballard
said that the Town "start-
ed off in the right direc-
tion" in devising a dedi-
cated space for youth, but
those plans got derailed
in an attempt to meet
shor tages of spor ts
space. 

He said he was con-
vinced that kids won't
come to a facility such as
the one on the table and it
will eventually devolve
into a space used primari-
ly by adults and seniors,
with a bit of kids program-
ming thrown into the mix.
But left out of this mix
was providing space to
Aurora kids who might not
be as sports-minded as
others and just want a
place to kick back with
some friends.

"I would like to take us
back a step or two to think

about what it is the youth
of this Town really need,"
said Councillor Ballard. "I
really think that while the
Town may need space to
play volleyball, basketball,
and have an area, and a
lot of youth will use those
spaces, what I think we
really need for our youth
in Aurora today is a place
they call their own, a place
where they can take
charge of programming, a
place that includes maybe
more than sports, but art,
music, photography, all
sorts of things that our
kids are involved with.

"Not all the youth in
Aurora are involved in
spor ts and I think this
Centre needs to speak to
their needs as well. I'd like
to see a place that is the
youth's space, a place
where, as Councillor Buck
says, they can hang out."

This was an issue also
being grappled with by
Councillor John Gallo who
said he too was having a
tough time envisioning
just exactly what this
building would be. While
he agreed that there was
a need for more sports
facilities in Town, he said
there is a gap in how
Aurora is dealing with
today's youth.

"Maybe we need some
other people to advise us
on how to fill that gap," he
said. 

The majority of Council,
however, did not share
these concerns and voted
to move forward with the
plan. Speaking in favour of
moving forward was
Councillor John Abel who
said while the idea of hav-
ing a facility downtown
would have been great,
but said there needs to be
a facility that will allow the
Town to consolidate all of
its youth programming all
under one roof.

"They want a place they
can call their own, I think
we can all agree on that, a
dedicated spot so they
know [where to go]," said
Councillor Abel. "[But] to

rethink this after 10 years
and all these studies I
think is just a way of say-
ing I'm not interested. I
am very interested in
addressing the situation.
The youth needs analysis
over 10 years has been
done a number of times,
it's in the report here, and
you want to rethink this?
Seriously. It's all borne
out there; there's the pro-
grams, there's a need for
it, and there's a whole
generation coming out in
that expansion into
Aurora that is going to
need this facility. 

"Build it and they will
come. We can show that
we have to build it
because we are fil l ing
programs all over Town.
It's time for us to build
that facility and it has
taken 10 years of surveys
and analysis."

These sentiments were
shared by Councillors
Paul Pirr i and Michael
Thompson. Councillor
Thompson said Mr.
Downey has "repeatedly
shown" that 2,200 youth
are currently using facili-
ties and said program
spaces have simply
reached full capacity.

"Early on, it got coined
as a youth centre," said
Councillor Thompson. "I
don't see it as a youth
centre. I see it as an
expansion of our current
facilities to meet the
needs of the Town. Yes,
there is going to be a
focus on youth program-
ming and meeting their
needs, but it is not solely
going to be dedicated to
it."

"I'm glad to finally hear
that we're not calling it a
youth centre," replied
Councillor Ballard. "Let's
call it what it is. We're
increasing our facilities
and some of those facili-
ties will be focused on
youth, but really what
we're doing is focusing on
sports facilities that the
Town as a whole can use. 

"We have been promis-
ing a youth centre and I
think we still need to build
a youth centre. Perhaps
the best location for a
youth centre is towards
2C and 2B because that is
where the youth of tomor-
row are going to be. Let's
not try and trick the kids
and tell them we're build-
ing them a youth centre
when in fact we're not."

From page 1

Volunteers from the
Aurora Rotary Club let
their plastic frogs go in
their annual “Frog
Race”. On the lead up
to the race, which was
held in conjunction
with the annual Aurora
Home Show, Rotarians
sold numbered tickets
to residents. The first
three number-bearing
frogs to cross the finish
line won prizes for their
corresponding tick-
etholders. First prize of
$300 went to John
McMillan, second prize
of $200 went to Jack
Laurion, who is donat-
ing his winnings back
to Rotary, and third
prize of $100 went to
Sue Evans.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
Zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery! 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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McDonald’s Restaurants of Aurora & Newmarket

Land ho! Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and Town Treasurer
Dan Elliott got comfortable in a new electric paddle
boat at Town Hall on Wednesday afternoon. The
boat is manufactured by Aurora-based company
BionX, which also produces “e-Bikes”. The compa-
ny and municipality joined forces in events to mark
Earth Week, which also included test drives of their
new bikes.                Auroran photo  by Diane Buchanan

“Go Go Gadget Bike”: 
BionX rides the wave of success
By Brock Weir

Whether you're looking
to get a boost over that last
hill on your bike, or trying to
get from point A to Point B
on a paddle boat, Aurora's
BionX is ready to give you
that extra push.

BionX was invited to
Town Hall on Wednesday
as a way for the Town of
Aurora to mark Earth Week.
BionX, which is based at
the Magna Campus on
Wellington Street was
hailed as a "made-in-
Aurora" success story by
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe.

"In my address to the
Chamber of Commerce a
couple of weeks ago, we
talked about what we really
need in this area are some
great technology success
stories," said Mayor Dawe.
"Some high performance
jobs really help propel our
economic development.
BionX is certainly a great
example of that. They have
a unique product that is
headquartered right here in
Aurora and they are ship-
ping worldwide."

BionX is the brainchild of
Fred and Paul Gingl. Paul,
who was on hand
Wednesday, said his father
had been in pursuit of an
alternative form of trans-
portation since the late
1990s, looking for some-
thing that was an improve-
ment on the humble bicy-
cle.

"He's not an avid cyclist,
but he's a person who loves
the idea of getting around
more efficiently," said Mr.
Gingl of his father. "He
designed his own e-bike
back then with a removable
motor and then in 2007 we

acquired a company in
Quebec and that's how we
moved here. It was integrat-
ed into the Magna side ini-
tially and now we're here
today."

While BionX is now inde-
pendent of Magna, it still
uses the company's supply
base and Frank Stronach
remains its majority share-
holder.

"We're here to revolu-
tionize how people move,"
added Mr. Gingl.

And the revolution is lit-
eral - BionX's concept
installs battery powered
motors typically either onto
the front or real wheel of
bikes. 

The last 50 years has
seen an upward trend in
bike use according to Mr.
Gingl, noting that "a bicycle
runs on fat and saves you
money; an automobile is
one that runs on money
and makes you fat." 

"The electric bicycle is a
relatively new genre of
vehicle," said Mr. Gingl.
"The original e-Bike goes
back to the 1800s but it was
never really utilized in its
electronic form in high vol-
ume. There were eventually
gas-powered bicycles in the
early 1900s, but it is has
really taken off in the last
few years. It's like you're
plugging in a hybrid car, but
instead of using a gas pow-
ered engine, you're using a
human with an electric
motor.

"An e-bike is classified
as a form of transportation
where you have less than
750 watts of power and you
must have pedals. It must
look like a bicycle, ride like
a bicycle, and it is not con-
sidered an electric scooter.

The good thing about an e-
bike is that most provinces,
states, and countries it can
be ridden on regular bike
trails. They don't need to be
licensed. If you need to go
a little bit further without
breaking too much of a
sweat and get that workout
when you want to, an e-bike
is a good solution."

With its headquarters in
Aurora, BionX has a rela-
tively small group of 100
employees around the
globe - including Germany,
Austria, and China, and
sales partners in over 15
countries. To illustrate the
growth in the e-bike indus-
try, Mr. Gingl points out that
four years ago 5,000 bikes
were shipped, but they are
now averaging 60,000 units
per year.

BionX is not limited to
bikes and has recently ven-
tured into the breakneck
world of...paddle boats. 

As BionX attempts to
make a splash in the
marine world, the company
has applied their technolo-
gy to the perennial leisure
favourite, but making their
watercraft driven by a pro-
peller rather than a paddle.
Accommodating two adults
and two children, the boat
is powered by a 250 watt
motor designed with no
wake zones in mind.

While Aurora is not nec-
essarily a maritime hub, the
company plans on having a
further launch event at
Lake Simcoe at the end of
May, where boats and bikes
will be available for test
rides. In the meantime,
however, they are working
with the Town to get more
e-Bikes on Aurora roads
and trails. A pilot project in

the works could include an
initiative of having e-Bikes
available for Town employ-
ees and departments,
although Mr. Gingl wonders
whether Aurora's population
density would support bike
rental hubs as in some
European communities.

"Aurora sees Bionx as a
great way to promote active
transportation for all ages,"
said Mr. Gingl. "Aurora is our
home. Everyone is commit-
ted to environmental leader-
ship and actively working to
create a more sustainable

Aurora. You're on the right
track here, and let's build
lots of cycle paths!"

Judging by the cry of "Go
Go Gadget Bike!" heard
from one person coming
back from a test drive on
Wednesday, they might be
on to something!
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**Source: 9th Actuarial Report on the Old Age Security Program

The number of working-age Canadians  
for every senior is decreasing**

For a free brochure or more information  
visit www.ServiceCanada.gc.ca/retirement

or call 1 800 O-Canada (TTY 1-800-926-9105)

54 or older as of March 31, 2012 You may still obtain OAS/GIS at age 65

The age of eligibility for OAS/GIS will change gradually
between 2023 and 2029

Starting in July 2013, Canadians who are eligible for, but not yet receiving OAS will have the flexibility to delay 
receiving it in exchange for a higher monthly amount at a later date.

53 or younger as of March 31, 2012

What does this mean for you?

Canadians are living longer and costs for the Old Age Security (OAS) are rising.

On April 1, 2023 the Government of Canada plans to start raising the age of 

eligibility for OAS and the Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) from 65 to 67.*

The number of working-age 
Canadians per senior is  
decreasing, placing additional 
pressure on the OAS program.

 *Subject to parliamentary approval
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A & F Hair Elite
In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3
Tel: 905-727-6212

~Since 1970~

Next to No Frills

NEXT COURSE STARTS 
MAY 5 – 2 WEEKENDS

905-726-4132

The Driver Training
Course that Helps

Parents Sleep
Nights!

WORLD MUSIC SERIES 
AURORA CULTURAL CENTRE

 PRESENTS 

SOUL INFLUENCE

Alyshia Van Veen (above left), co-founder of the York Region Gift of Life
Association, shared the story of her father’s legacy at the official launch of
the Association at Aurora Town Hall on Friday morning. Ms. Van Veen was
joined by fellow donors and recipients (front row, left to right) Samantha

Farrugia (recipient), Rachel Johnstone-Jones (kidney donor) and Natalie
Dijihanian (recipient) at the event. In the second row are Van Veen, Gerri Sealy
(recipient), Karyn Scott Rasmussen (recipient), Arlene Lindsay (recipient),
and Bruce Cuthbert (recipient).                             Auroran photos by Brock Weir

ding, and his wife no longer
had to provide care for him
24/7 [showed us] the impact.

"I really miss my dad, I
think about him every day, but
it is so comforting to think he
has left such a meaningful
and important legacy."

Ms. Van Veen said her
father was always "quite a
character" about his wish to
be an organ donor. As a
police officer early in his
career, he once donated
blood to a child with leukemia
and after that carried around
blank organ donor cards with
him just in case he found
someone to consent to being
one on the spot. 

Having a clear under-
standing of his wishes made
the decision less difficult in a
very difficult time, she said.

"You want to make it easier
on your family members and
for yourself," she said. "You
want to be clear on what you
want, knowing that you can
save lives."

This legacy is carrying
through with her foundation of
the York Region Gift of Life
Association, which was co-
founded in part by Aurora res-
ident Bruce Cuthbert, himself
the recipient of a liver dona-
tion. Its aim to increase
awareness of organ donation
and make giving the gift of life
almost second nature to resi-
dents of York Region found
support from all levels of gov-
ernment at Friday's launch. 

"I believe this is a great
step forward in helping to
heighten even more the need
for increased donor registra-
tions and how that one act of
registering to be a donor can
save multiple lives," said
Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois
Brown. "It bears reminding
that any of us, or our loved
ones, could be in need of an
organ or tissue donation and
registering is just the right
thing to do."

For MPP Frank Klees, who
has been a vocal proponent
for years about the need for
organ donor registration, he
said he had met with many
constituents over the years
who had expressed frustra-
tion over waitlists for organ
donations.

"There are people here
who would not be with us if it

wasn't for the fact someone
was willing to make a deci-
sion to either be a donor
through their registration or
that someone was willing to
give up one of their organs as
a living donor," he said. "We
all have the ability to give the
gift of life."

While the initiative attract-
ed support from all levels of
government through the
attendance of Ms. Brown, Mr.
Klees, and Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe, Oak Ridges-Markham
MPP Helena Jaczek - a
physician herself -  said that
important as this support is, it
needs to come from the
ground up.

"Much as we pontificate
down at Queen's Park, the
real movement has to be
grassroots," she said. "It has
to be individuals talking
amongst themselves about
the importance of this issue.
Going to service clubs, going
to churches, going to your
neighbours, this is where the
understanding has to spread
at the local level."

This sense of finding sup-
port closer to home through
networks throughout the
community, and even net-
works of friends, was brought
home by Aurora resident
Karyn Rasmussen. Ms.
Rasmussen, who lives with
the autoimmune disease pri-

mary sclerosing cholangitis,
received a liver transplant
from her friend Jane
Andrews.

Throughout her illness
when a need for a liver trans-
plant was first identified, her
sister planned to be her
donor. In the end, however,
her liver was found to be
incompatible with Karyn's
body. 

Ms. Rasmussen said she
was overwhelmed to have six
of her friends step up to the
plate in her sister's stead and
offer to be a living donor. 

She was moved to tears
as she told The Auroran the
story of what this gift meant
not just to her health but also
to her friendship.

"It has definitely given us a
bond," she said. "Most people
will never have that type of
bond. It is almost like a parent
and child bond because this
will never be my liver; it will be
her liver growing in me. It's
something I can never thank
her for. 

"At every meeting she
went to throughout the
process they kept giving her
the opportunity to back out
saying, 'we can just say
you're not a good match and
the recipient doesn't need to
know. She would say, 'I can-
not stand by and let a friend
die.'"

Having her good friend go
through the journey with her
made the difficult process so
much easier, and not only
because she was a friend, but
that a living donor was there
when she needed her. She
said it left her with a sense of
relief and encouragement she
hadn't had in over a decade.

"Everybody at some point
in their lives is going to know
somebody who is going to
need an organ, and whether it
is a friend, a relative, or what-
ever, there is no reason to
hang onto your organs. Why
wouldn't you help someone if
you could? 

"My friend Jane was out
for a couple of months lying a
bit low, but she is back to ski-
ing and is an extremely active
girl. It slowed her down for a

brief period of time, but she is
a hero for life!"

For more information on
how to register, visit
www.beadonor.ca

Aurora woman's friend is a "hero for life" after liver donation
From page 1
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Selling prices and payments include freight/PDI, EHF tires and fi lters, A/C tax, and OMVIC fee, and exclude taxes.
*Selling price is $54,770 on a new 2012 Acura MDX (Model YD2H2CJN) // $41,570 on a new 2012 Acura TL (Model UA8F2CJ). Prices include $1,945 freight and PDI, EHF tires ($29), EHF fi lters ($1), air conditioning tax ($100) and OMVIC fee ($5). License, insurance, registration, and taxes (including HST 
and tax for fuel conservation, if applicable) are extra. †Limited time lease offer 2012 Acura MDX (Model YD2H2CJN) // 2012 Acura TL (Model UA8F2CJ) available through Acura Financial Services on approved credit. Representative lease example: 1.5% nominal lease rate for 48 months. Monthly payment 
s $668 with $0 down payment // 2.5% nominal lease rate for 48 months. Monthly payment is $498 with $0 down payment, and with $1,945 freight and PDI, EHF tires ($29), EHF fi lters ($1), air conditioning tax ($100) and OMVIC fee ($5) included. First monthly payment and $0 security deposit due 
at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $32,064 // $23,904. 20,000 km allowance/year; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. Retailer may sell/lease for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. ††Complimentary Acura accessories offer (“Offer”) is available on all 2012 Acura models purchased 
by April 30, 2012. Offer consists of a discount that can only be used at the time of initial purchase and applied towards: (i) the purchase/installation of genuine Acura accessories from an authorized Acura retailer; and/or (ii) the purchase price of the vehicle. Discount will be deducted before taxes from 
the price of eligible genuine Acura accessories // negotiated selling price (as applicable). Any unused portion of this discount will not be refunded and may not be banked for future use. $1,500 maximum discount is available on 2012 MDX models. Discounts on other Acura models range from $500 to 
$1,500. Offer ends April 30, 2012. Some terms/conditions apply. While quantities last. Offers only valid for Ontario residents at Ontario Acura dealers. Vehicles are for illustration purposes only. Offers subject to change without notice. See your Acura retailer or acura.ca for full details.

$498†

  LEASE PAYMENT

LEASE FOR

2.5% †
FOR 48 MONTHS

$0 DOWN PAYMENT &
SECURITY DEPOSIT

SALES EVENT$0
 DOWN.

A GREAT DRIVE STARTS WITH

$668†

  LEASE PAYMENT

LEASE FOR

1.5% †
FOR 48 MONTHS

$0 DOWN PAYMENT &
SECURITY DEPOSIT

DURING THE MASTER THE ROAD SALES EVENT, RECEIVE UP TO 
$1,500 IN COMPLIMENTARY ACURA ACCESSORIES.††

F O R  A  L I M I T E D  T I M E 

2012 TL2012 MDX
STARTING FROM $41,570*STARTING FROM $54,770*

Sellingpricesandpaymentsincludefreight/PDI,EHFtiresandfilters,A/Ctax,andOMVICfee,andexcludetaxes.
*Sellingpriceis$54,770onanew2012AcuraMDX(ModelYD2H2CJN)//$41,570onanew2012AcuraTL(ModelUA8F2CJ).Pricesinclude$1,945freightandPDI,EHFtires($29),EHFfilters($1),aircon
ditioningtax($100)andOMVICfee($5).License,insurance,registration,andtaxes(includingHSTandtaxforfuelconservation,ifapplicable)areextra.†Limitedtimeleaseoffer2012AcuraMDX(Model
YD2H2CJN)//2012AcuraTL(ModelUA8F2CJ)avai lablethroughAcuraFinancialServicesonapprovedcredit .Representat iveleaseexample:1.5%nominal leaserate-
for48months.Monthlypaymentis$668with$0downpayment//2.5%nominalleaseratefor48months.Monthlypaymentis$498with$0downpayment,andwith$1,945freightandPDI,EHFtires($29)
,EHFf i l ters($1),a ircondit ioningtax($100)andOMVICfee($5)included.Firstmonthlypaymentand$0securi tydeposi tdueat leaseincept ion.Total leaseobl igat ion-
is$32,064//$23,904.20,000kmallowance/year;chargeof$0.15/kmforexcesskilometres.Dealerorder/trademaybenecessary.††ComplimentaryAcuraaccessoriesof-
fer(“Offer”)isavailableonall2012AcuramodelspurchasedbyApril30,2012.Offerconsistsofadiscountthatcanonlybeusedatthetimeofinit ialpurchaseandappliedto-
wards:(i)thepurchase/installationofgenuineAcuraaccessoriesfromanauthorizedAcuraretailer;and/or(ii)thepurchasepriceofthevehicle.Discountwillbedeductedbeforetaxesfromthepriceofelig
iblegenuineAcuraaccessories//negotiatedsellingprice(asapplicable).Anyunusedportionofthisdiscountwillnotberefundedandmaynotbebankedforfutureuse.$1,500maximumdiscountisavaila
bleon2012MDXmodels.DiscountsonotherAcuramodelsrangefrom$500to$1,500.OfferendsApril30,2012.Someterms/conditionsapply.Whilequantitieslast.OffersonlyvalidforOntarioresident
satOntarioAcuradealers.Vehiclesareforillustrationpurposesonly.Offerssubjecttochangewithoutnotice.SeeSterneAcuraoracura.caforfulldetails.

Four builders introduce new purchasing process 
to level the playing field for their customers 

When Upper Unionville
is launched in May, its suc-
cess won't be judged by
how many people packed
the Sales Office on Opening
Day or lined up overnight to
get in.

The four Builders behind
the new Markham commu-
nity - Arista Homes,
Fieldgate Homes, Paradise
Homes, and Starlane
Homes - have implemented
a new previewing and pur-
chasing process that prom-
ises to be fairer and more
equitable for all of the com-
munity's new home buyers.

The Builders were facing
a situation that most can
only dream of - with a wait-
ing list of thousands of peo-
ple who've been eagerly

anticipating the project's
launch since it was first
announced. But with only
600 homes available in the
first phase, all those thou-
sands of interested house-
hunters could easily trans-
late into a mob scene if
everyone was invited to the
same Preview Opening
weekend.

So, working with the pro-
ject's marketing agency,
Ryan Design, the Builders
have implemented a system
that should ensure each of
their Sales Offices is calm
and ordered rather than
crowded and chaotic.

The waiting list was first
purged by asking people if
they were still interested.
Those that confirmed their

interest (the vast majority)
have been invited to a spe-
cial "Open House" Preview
Week during which all four
Builders will have all their
plans on display in their
sales offices. Registrants
can drop in at anytime,
review the site plan for the
community and the floor
plans offered by any or all
four builders. They can ask
any questions they might
have but absolutely no
sales are allowed during
this week.

If the prospective buyer
likes what they see at the
Open House, they go back
online when invited to "re-
enroll" for the opportunity to
make a Purchaser
Appointment the week fol-

lowing. In the interests of
fairness, registrants' names
are then selected by ran-
dom draw, with those who
are chosen for an appoint-
ment notified by email.
Those who are not chosen
will remain on the list for
future phases.

An interactive day-timer
on the community's website
then allows the prospective
Purchaser to indicate the
Builder they are most inter-
ested in, and to choose an
appointment time that is
convenient for them from
the available timeslots. It is
only at this point where
there is any "urgency" to the
process, since the earlier
you book your appointment
online, the better the selec-
tion of homes will be.

An email confirms that
your Purchase Appointment
has been made, for the time
you requested. As the
Purchaser Appointment
nears, prospective buyers
are kept in the loop with a
series of additional emails,
including a reminder to
bring photo ID, bank pre-
approval and their cheque
book and the suggestions
that they can pick out their
favourite floor plans on the
website so that they are
prepared when they arrive
at the Sales Office.

Of course, it is up to the
buyer whether they sign the
deal or not during that
Purchaser Appointment.
But at least they can do so

without hundreds of people
milling around the sales
office at the same time.

"Some Builders have
everybody to the Opening
on the same day to cultivate
that atmosphere of hysteria
- a kind of 'buying frenzy'",
says Ron Baruch, President
of Paradise Homes. "But
that just leads to everyone
feeling pressured, with
some Purchasers feeling
buyer's remorse at having
been hurried into a deal. We
wanted to treat our cus-
tomers with a little more
respect, and at the same
time ensure that all four
Builders have 'equal
access' to our pool of
prospective buyers."

Mauro Baldassarra,
President of Starlane
Homes, agrees. "We want
to make consumers as
comfortable as we can
through the whole selection
process, and completely
confident that they've made
the right purchasing deci-
sion. As Builders, we pride
ourselves on our customer
service and this is one more
way we can make the
home-buying experience a
pleasant one."

The process also has
some other advantages as
well. It prevents people from
selling their place in line,
which can happen with this
kind of in-demand project. It
also discourages agents
and investors from buying,
or any kind of multiple pur-

chases.
Gerry Ryan, President of

Ryan Design, sees great
benefits to the process too,
from a marketing perspec-
tive. "By guiding prospects
through the process with a
well-orchestrated system of
emails, we're informing
t h e m … e d u c a t i n g
them…and going a long
way to qualifying them
before they show up for
their appointment. The
Builders shouldn't really
have to pay much if any-
thing for advertising outside
of signage, and their sales
team should wind up with
an outstanding conversion
rate. In the end, we're aim-
ing to make the project
launch more successful,
more efficient and a good
deal 'saner' at the same
time."

It is expected that the
same sales process will be
used when the four Builders
introduce another 800
homes in a series of addi-
tional phases over the
months and years to come.

Innovations in the actual
new home sales process
don't happen very often. So
other Builders will no doubt
be watching carefully to see
what happens at Upper
Unionville, and to decide if
this new process is one they
want to take advantage 
of too.

Visit the website at: 
myupperunionville.com

Tim Jones, ambassador for Neighbourhood Network, led a team of high school 
students from Aurora and Newmarket on Saturday during the local volunteer organiza-
tion’s annual Tree Planting day. These area students were deployed to various locations
throughout Aurora, Newmarket, and East Gwillimbury to make the landscape a little bit
greener.  Tim’s team above did their work on the Nokiidaa Trail near Hadley Grange.

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan
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Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 

E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. kaitlingroup.com
For more information visit our website at

All suites include expansive Balconies or Terraces
DOWNTOWN AURORA

call 905-503-2063

vie
w o

ur
 

m
od

el
 s

ui
te

GRAND OPENING
NOW OPEN

 from
$299,990

Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.
Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm. 
Friday by appointment. Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm

Former Aurora deputy
mayor Bob McRoberts,
pictured left, held 
a heritage lecture last
Wednesday at the
Aurora Cultural Centre.
During his presentation,
he shared his extensive
collection of vintage
Aurora post cards which
illustrate how both
familiar and long-forgot-
ten local landmarks and
streetscapes evolved
over the years.

Auroran photo
by David Falconer

By Brock Weir

Another historically "list-
ed" house in Aurora could
bite the dust, if residential
developers' blueprints for a
neighbourhood near Leslie
and Wellington go ahead as
planned. 

The property in question
is a brick home from the
1920s on Leslie Street, just

north of Wellington, which
could be demolished to
make way for a collector
road. 

The request for demoli-
tion came before the Town's
Heritage Advisory
Committee (HAC) last
week, which took a view
that although it is a listed,
rather than designated
building, and it scored rela-

tively low on heritage evalu-
ation, the property might be
worth a second look.

"This particular property
has a listed structure and it
is within the Brookfield
Homes property," said
Marco Ramunno, Aurora's
Director of Planning, on the
property which scored a
Level 3 on the evaluation.
"Under the Ontario Heritage

Act...we have a 60 day win-
dow in which to bring a
report back to Council for
their consideration and the
options are that if it is
deemed to be an important
structure, Council's option
would be to designate the
structure and that requires
the passing of a bylaw. We
have 60 days to report to
Council through our HAC."

Members of Aurora's
HAC, however, were reluc-
tant to simply approve the
demolition outright after
what one member
described as the "backlash"
over their decision to allow
the destruction of the
George Browning House to
go ahead earlier this year.

Of primary concern was
whether the home could be
moved elsewhere on the
property to accommodate
the collector road slated to
go right through it.

"It is beautiful and I think
a creative developer could
sell that if he puts some
modern features and some
additions onto it," said
Councillor John Abel. "I
think it is something we
should bring to their atten-
tion."

For committee member
David Heard, however, the
house was still in top condi-
tion compared to the "decay
and disrepair" of the George
Browning House, but should
be considered worthy of
preservation despite its low
rating for its possible link to
an early settler family to its
unique brickwork. 

"We do have an opportu-
nity to ask this developer to
incorporate it [elsewhere]
and I think that should be
our first step," he said.

This was a view shared
by committee chair
Councillor Sandra
Humfryes and former coun-
cillor Bob McRoberts, but
for other members, an
appropriate balance needed
to be struck in the duties of
the HAC and their personal
desire to see heritage
homes in Aurora maintained
at all costs. 

"I would like to preserve
this house, but I think some
of our thinking is how
wasteful to tear down a per-
fectly good, attractive, and
apparently well maintained
house, but I wonder if that's
this committee's role to
comment on that," said HAC
member Jacqueline Stuart,
a local historian.

"I think perhaps this is
beyond our role, which is
more in the architectural or
historic importance of the
house. I could just see
Council members of whoev-
er saying. 'This is not your
place, it doesn't have archi-
tectural or historic impor-
tance,' but I am sorry to see
it go."

Comparing this home
with the George Browning
House, is, however, like
comparing apples to
oranges, noted member
Erina Kelly. 

"[The Browning House]
was a level one property,
but it was very neglected

and would have resulted in
a huge compromise of what
the builder would have had
to do," she said. "This is a
third level property but is in
pristine condition. I think
that sets a precedent for
other developers to come
along and they expect with
levels 2 or 3 they have carte
blanche on the property and
I don't think we're here to
give that message.

"We need to weigh
everything, not just the level
of the property but the con-
ditions of the property."

The HAC recommended
to Council that they ask the
developer to investigate "all
reasonable options to pre-
serve the home as other
developers in the area" and
investigate "relocating the
home on their land holding."

According to Mr.
Ramunno, he has had dis-
cussions with the builder
and they have submitted
their demolition request.

"I have approached them
with respect to relocating it,"
he said. "Keeping it there is
not an option because
through the secondary plan
process and through the
environmental assessment
for establishing road pat-
terns, the road was fixed
and the only option would
be to relocate the structure.
That is their preference."

The recommendation is
before Council this Tuesday.

"It would be a lot easier if
it looked like a crappy
house," remarked Mr.
McRoberts.

Another heritage home could bite the dust
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Get all the details — and everything you want from your mortgage.

Visit a branch or Meridianmortgage.ca

Imagine that.

Smile.
A better mortgage 
rate with all the

 s and s

2.85% 5-year 
rate

*

*APR. O.A.C. Sample rate only. This is the rate for a variable, closed mortgage with a term 

of 5 years. Rates are subject to change without notice. Some conditions apply. Interest is 

calculated semi-annually, not in advance. Visit us at meridianmortgage.ca to learn more. 

Parents continue fight for Devins Drive safety
By Brock Weir

Some parents of kids at
Devins Drive Public School
have been left "incredu-
lous" after Council appears
poised to deny their
requests to make roads
around the school
Community Safety Zones. 

Municipal staff recom-
mended to Council that
Community Safety Zone
designation be denied for
Crawford Rose Drive
between Kemano Road and
Orchard Heights Boulevard,
Kemano between Crawford
Rose and Aurora Heights
Drive, and Devins Drive
between Orchard Heights
and Banff Drive. 

In lieu of that designa-
tion, they have recommend-
ed a school area sign be
installed on both approach-
es on Banff and Devins and
a letter be sent to the
school with Council recom-
mendations.

Councillors passed the
recommendations on con-
sent at last week's General
Committee Meeting and
they come up for final
approval this Tuesday.

Former mayoral candi-
date Roger Clowater, who
brought a delegation of
Devins Drive parents to
Council earlier this year to
request the Town put meas-
ures in place to combat
speeds and traffic in the
school area - including a
multi-way stop at Banff and
Kemanno and the provision
of crossing guards - said he
and fellow parents were
"incredulous" that their con-
cern did not "manifest itself
into something that is going
to be helpful."

In his report to Council,
Ilmar Simanovskis,
Aurora's Director of

Infrastructure, said pedes-
trian safety is a "sensitive"
topic requiring serious con-
sideration, said a thorough
investigation of the area
took place and criteria to
warrant such changes did
not exist. 

While Mr. Simanovskis
said the first warrant of
pedestrian traffic was met
when it came to community
safety zones, other war-
rants including traffic vol-
ume and speeds in the
area fell short. 

Risk factors ranging
from average daily traffic to
pedestrian crossings to
collisions over the last
three years were also eval-
uated.

"In order to warrant a
Community Safety Zone,
13 points must be accumu-
lated," said Mr.
Simanovskis. "Overall, only
12 points have been accu-
mulated for Crawford Rose
Drive and Kemano Road
and 11 points for Devins
Drive. As a result, the sec-

ond warrant has not been
satisfied, therefore the
implementation of a
Community Safety Zone on
Crawford Rose Drive,
Kemano Road, and Devins
Drive is not warranted."

Reviewing Mr.
Simanovskis' report, Mr.
Clowater questioned on
how the numbers for traffic
volume and speed were
arrived at.

"The problem is the
safety of the children who
are walking to school
Monday to Friday during
the school week from 8
a.m. until 9.30 and in the
afternoon," said Mr.
Clowater. "It's a very small
window of time. "[Look] at
the amount of traffic in
those periods and let's for-
get about what is going on
all day long. They present a
hazard for children. Council
is just not getting it. We're
not giving up this fight.

"It's very interesting if
you compare two different
intersections like Kemano

and Banff with the Orchard
Heights and Fielding. They
are putting a stop sign in at
Orchard Heights and

Fielding and a cross walk. I
don't know of any children
who walk from that area.
They refuse to do the very

same thing at Kemano and
Banff yet they're doing it at
Fielding and Orchard
Heights."

Who wants to look
like a vampire?

By Wendy Soloduik

The Canadian Cancer

Society (CCS) has

unveiled its latest anti-tan-

ning campaign. 

The premise? 

Avoid sun tanning

beds, like the vampires

do, and live a healthier

life.

The "Don't be Caught

Dead in a Tanning Bed"

campaign is geared

towards kids - even offer-

ing free vampire themed

cell phone and laptop

"skins" for participating in

an online survey

(www.york.ca/Services/Pu

blic+Health+and+Safety/H

ealthy+Schools/TanningB

edSurvey.htm) - with the

hope of changing attitudes

towards intentional sun

exposure.

"UV rays from tanning

bed lamps have the same

effect as rays from the

sun," reads a press

release from the CCS.

"Tanning lights can give off

five times as much UVA as

the sun, causing skin can-

cer, sunburns, wrinkles

and eye damage. When

you expose your skin to

UV rays whether from the

sun, tanning beds or sun

lamps you increase your

chances of getting skin

cancer."

Because Melanoma is

the second most common

form of cancer in

Ontarians aged 15 to 34

years, the CCS is hoping

the innovative and eye

catching Caught Dead

campaign will give teens

and young adults the tools

they need to make smart

decisions about sun expo-

sure.

"Frequent UV exposure

and sunburns before age

18 increases the risk of

developing severe skin

cancer later in life," says

the CCS. "Skin cancer is

the most common type of

cancer. It's also one of the

most preventable. Know

the hazards involved, and

make a choice about the

amount of UV radiation

you may be getting."

For more information,

contact York Region

Health Connection at 1-

800-361-5653 (TTY 1-866-

252-9933).

The stage is set for the annual Studio Tour King! This renowned event will feature more than 25 artists
representing painting, sculpture, photography, ceramics and jewellery. The popular exhibition takes
place this Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. This year’s tour features, among many 
others, the works of Marianne Broome, photographer Tom Wray, and sculptor George Holancin, 
pictured above. For more information on the studio tour and to obtain maps, visit www.artsociety
king.ca or call 905-939-9357.   Photo by Mark Pavilons
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OUR ANNUAL TRUCKLOAD SALE - APRIL 27, 28 & 29

905-713-2317

W

Don Smith

75 Mary Street, Aurora

75 Mary Street, Aurora L4G 1G3                                 (905) 713-2317

• Chemicals •  Spas  •  Solar  Blankets •  Solar  Rol lers  •  Pumps & Fi l ters  •  Toys & Inf latables 
• Heaters •  Automatic Cleaners •  Above-Ground Pools  •  Maintenance Equipment •  S

BOOK YOUR 
POOL OPENING NOW!

O

INGROUND 
LINER 

INSTALLATIONS
FOR ALL TYPES 

OF POOLS

2012
SPAS
NOW ON SALE

P

Second location now open: 213-225 The Queensway S., Unit 4, Keswick 905-535-2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

THE BACKYARD POOL
Celebrating 19 years in business

Aurora Chamber of Commerce
2012 Home Show

Thanks to the following sponsors:

Thank you also to everyone who helped make the
2012 Aurora Home Show such a success:

 

905-727-7262 www.aurorachamber.on.ca
Moving Aurora Businesses Forward!

The Exhibitors, the staff at the Aurora Community Centre, 
Maltby Electric, Boneyard Event Services, Dad’s BBQ Zone,

Jonathan’s Restaurant, and the many volunteers throughout the show, 
expecially the Home Show Committee.

WHEN IT DOESN'T BELONG
IT STANDS OUT.

© Tim Hortons, 2010

Tim Hortons wants to get together with you to clean up our neighbourhood

and put litter in its place. Because it’s not just any community, it’s our

community. So come out and join us on Saturday, April 28th from 9am -

12noon for the Mayor's Anti-Litter Day.  To register and for more information,

please contact Info Aurora 905-727-8214 or infoaurora@aurora.ca.
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This week’s
Business 
FeaturesD SALE - APRIL 27, 28 & 29
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(905) 713-2317

r Rol lers  •  Pumps & Fi l ters  •  Toys & Inf latables 
• nd Pools •  Maintenance Equipment •  Salt  Systems

K YOUR 
P ENING NOW!

Order your 

ABOVE-GROUND 

NOW!
POOL

ueensway S., Unit 4, Keswick 905-535-2317

w dpoolandspa.ca

T
L & SPA COMPANY LTD

Highland
The Experience You Deserve

Automotive Professionals

15783 Yonge Street, Aurora, ON L4G 1P4         905-727-9444    
www.highlandgm.com  •  blog:drivehighland.com

The HIGHLAND Promise
You get the comfortable,

respectful treatment
you deserve.

You get the
fair solution
you deserve.

You get the e�cient, 
responsive service 

you deserve.

You get the 
experienced professionals

you deserve. 

You get the realistic, 
practical advice 

you deserve. 

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GGAARR DDIINNEE RR MMIILLLLEE RR AARR NNOOLLDD LL LL PP
BB AARR RR II SS TTEE RR SS && SS OOLL IICC II TTOORR SS

Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G AM
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel: 416-363-2614 Fax: 416-363-8451 

www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-4704 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 
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Aurora Minor
Hockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2012/2013 REGISTRATION

On-Line Registration begins:  April 1, 2012

In-House Registration dates:  April 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, May 2, 9, 15, 23, 30 (6 – 9 pm)
April 21, 28, May 5, 12 (10 am – 1:00 pm)
AMHA Office at ACC1

Tryout Passports must be purchased prior to rep tryouts and can be 
purchased during the in-house registration dates.  Please refer to our 
websitewww.auroraminorhockey.net  for Rep tryouts policies and schedule.

REGISTRATION fees for the 2012/2013 season are:

$530.00          Players born 1998 through 2006*

$565.00           Players born 1992 through 1997

$  50.00           Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2012

$100.00           Late fee effective July 1, 2012

$  50.00           Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*Tyke players born in 2005 and 2006 must submit a copy of a birth certificate.
It is recommended that 2006 players have either taken skating lessons or 

completed one year of Opti Hockey.

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.

Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

The payment schedule is posted on the website.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2012.

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for AAA or any 
AMHA rep team. AMHA tryouts begin April 28, 2012.

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players

who register on or before June 30, 2012.
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants.

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

KIA OF NEWMARKET

SPORTS

Cadets showed off rifle skills
By Brock Weir

Five members of the
Queen's York Rangers Royal
Canadian Army Cadets head-
ed to Trenton last weekend for
the Provincial Marksman
Championships. 

The five cadets showed off
their air rifle skills and faced off
against stiff competition at the
Provincial Championships,
where they came to defend a
recent winning streak, but ulti-
mately fell short of their goal.

While the Queen's York
Rangers cadets came in a
respectable fifth as a team, one
member of the group, CJ
Moogk, was selected to repre-
sent the Region as a member
of Team Ontario at May's
National Air Rifle
Championship in Valcartier,
Quebec. 

"This was an amazing com-
petition and a very close race,"
said Captain Peter Westlake in
a statement. "Each year the
cadets of Central Region raise
the bar."

Amongst the Queen's York
Rangers cadets on hand for
the Provincial Championship
was Aurora's own Tyler
McKechnie, a Grade Seven
student at Devins Drive Public
School.

A member of the cadets for
just under a year, Tyler is an
enthusiastic shot who joined
the team following in the foot-
steps of his brothers. He said
he appreciates being part of a
specialty team such as this not
just because it lets him handle

a rifle, but because they get to
travel to championships and
meet new friends along the
way.

"On the way to Trenton it
was really exciting," Tyler told
The Auroran. "I was kind of
worried and anxious though
because what if I screwed up?
Once we got there I was only
worried about where we would
be sleeping because we went
to Base Borden and the beds
were in a tent and it was really
cold!"

The team, he said, entered
into the competition with a little
bit of trepidation, believing they
weren't necessarily on the top
of the other teams' list of bud-
dies due to their recent set of
wins, but the streak ran cold.

"We weren't as successful
as we had hoped," he said.
"We came in fifth place, and
were 10 points off of going to
the nationals, but CJ is going to
nationals as an individual.
She's going and everyone is
going to stay and practice with
her."

According to the
Department of National
Defence, the cadet marksman-
ship program is "based upon
Olympic-style competition, with
the focus on teaching cadets
the proper use and safe han-
dling of firearms.  Air rifle train-
ing is an activity that builds con-
fidence, self-discipline and
respect through a progressive-
ly challenging, gender-neutral
recreational sport."

Cadet athletes from the Queen’s York Rangers
were pictured above at the recent provincial
marksmen competition last weekend. From left:
R.J. Copeland, Tyler McKechnie, Malcolm Nettie,
Charlotte Nettie, C.J. Moogk, and Coach
Montagnese.

Photo submitted by Captain Cory Lohnes

Aurora Selkies ready to get their feet wet in new season
By Kevin Michie

The Aurora Selkies Swim
Team are preparing themselves
for a new look for the future.

The Selkies owner and oper-
ator, Yvonne Cattrall, recently
announced that the club will be
hiring a new coach for next 
season in order to help the club
be more successful in regional
swim meets.

While no name has been
released, Cattrall says that the
new coach is, "An experienced,
international coach. She [will be]
the most experienced interna-
tional swim coach in this entire

area."
The official announcement

will be made this Tuesday, April
24 at 6.30 p.m. at St. Andrew's
College in the Bedard Athletic
Building inside room M1. 

Current Selkies and family
members are invited to attend
and meet the new coach, while
prospective swimmers are also
invited to attend.

"The whole team is being
completely revamped and
restructured," said Cattrall. "It will
still provide fitness, triathlon and
competitive swimming for chil-
dren and adults of all ages. It's
just a different setup - different

levels and different groups,
fewer groups."

The change within the
Selkies comes on the heels of a
so-so season where the club
didn't produce strong results in
any regional meets.

"We didn't fare very high,"
said Cattrall. "Not yet, but we
will. Definitely next year, with
these new coaches coming on
board, we're going to be looking
for something."

With the addition of the new
coach, and the continuing
improvement of some of the
more seasoned swimmers with-
in the club, Cattrall says she

believes that the club will per-
form well in the coming sea-
sons.

"At this stage in the game, it's
a young developing club," noted
Cattrall. "I'm more concerned
about the swimmers doing their
personal best times because
most of them are very young."

Some of the prominent
swimmers in the club, who con-
tinue to set personal bests,
include Victoria Spiterie, Lauren

Hemburrow, Julia Ashton, Petra
Brama, Daniel Berezovski, and
David and Daniel Oliker.

At the end of the swimming
season, Cattrall begins her
annual summer lessons, where
she travels to different back-
yards in the Aurora area and
gives private swim lessons.
Cattrall will sometimes see her
students transition from the
backyard swim lessons, to the
Selkies Swim Club, where they

can compete competitively.
Cattrall uses her 48 years of

teaching experience, along with
six Canadian national records in
masters breaststroke category,
to help her students and Selkies
members progress.

This year, with the addition of
the yet-to-be-announced coach,
the Selkies could be making
more and more appearances in
provincial and, perhaps, national
events. 
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Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Saturday May 5th, 2012 
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

           At Aurora Community Centre 
Helmets are mandatory 
 

Have your bike and helmet inspected by a qualified technician. 
Register your bike with the York Regional Police  

Participate in some fun activities.  
 
 
Best of all it is: 

FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE  
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SPORTS

Aurora Panthers Novice A takes Silver at Provincials
The Aurora Panthers

Novice "A" team took a sil-

ver medal in the Ontario

Women's Hockey

Association provincial

championships held April

13-15 in Vaughan. 

The Panthers rode a

four game unbeaten

streak at 3-0-1 into the

gold medal game against

the Burlington Barracudas

who had the same record.

Burlington narrowly edged

out Aurora, 2-0 in the final

game of the season. 

Backed by the stellar

goaltending of Brooklyn

Oakes, and the tough

defensive play of bluelin-

ers Christine Latimer,

Jessica Stott and Sophia

Gatzos, Aurora held the

opposition to only four

goals through the first four

games of the champi-

onship tournament format.

Larissa Keyes, Sarah

Capodagli and Katie

Malapitan rounded out the

contribution from the

defensive unit with all

three girls finding their

way onto the score sheet

through precision passing

to teammates or puck

rushes ending in goals

reminiscent of the great

Bobby Orr.    

In the end, Burlington

was able to contain the

Panther offence, which

was a difficult task for

most opponents during

the weekend. The

Panthers were able to

maintain 3 goal leads over

Oakville, London and

Clarington on their way to

the final. 

They saw multi-point

performances from Cailey

Davis, Mackenzie Zinner,

and Lara Jorgensen.

Panther forwards Claire

DiLosa, Chloe Daniels, 

Jill Fenech, Samantha

B e l l e r b y ,  E l i s e

Vestergaard and Sophie

Hudson all figured into the

scoring over the champi-

onship weekend. 

T h e  t o u r n a m e n t ,  

h e l d  i n  M i s s i s s a u g a ,

B r a m p t o n ,  To r o n t o ,

Oakville and Vaughan,

featured 10,900 players,

545 teams and 1092

games. The winner of the

Midget AA division

advanced to the Esso

Cup, which is the national

female midget champi-

onship.

The team is coached

by Bruce Keyes, Eddy

Zinner, Jaime Anderson,

Sandra Capodagli (train-

er) and Head Coach John

Bellerby. 

Tigers hope to fill gaps at this
week's rookie camp

By Kevin Michie

The Aurora Tigers are set

to kick off their annual rook-

ie camp this weekend.

Following a very disap-

pointing 2010/2011 season,

in which the club missed the

playoffs for the first time

since 1994, the Tigers had a

successful bounce back

campaign, finishing third in

the North Division and losing

to the eventual OJHL cham-

pion Stouffville Spirit in the

division semi-finals.

The club will most cer-

tainly be looking to fill some

roster spots for this upcom-

ing season and the rookie

camp is a great start to that

process.

Leading scorer Chad

Bennett will not be on next

year's team, as he is over

age, and has also commit-

ted to Fredonia College in

the NCAA. 

The Tigers will also be

losing team captain Jarrett

Fennel who has committed

to Northeastern University in

the NCAA, forward Andrew

Goldberg who is heading to

play for the Mississauga St.

Michaels Majors of the OHL,

and defenseman Brendan

Barletta who will be heading

to the University of Ontario

of Information Technology to

play for their hockey team.

With the loss of Bennett

and Goldberg, two of the

Tigers leading scorers and

better offensive weapons, a

big emphasis will be placed

on scoring. With the loss of

Fennell and Barletta on

defense, though, the Tigers

will also be placing a high

amount of emphasis on their

blueline.

The Tigers look to have

their goaltending issues

sorted for next year, with

Brett Sinclair and Kevin

Entmaa slated to come

back. Entmaa was named to

the OJHL All-Prospect sec-

ond team this past season.

The rookie camp spans

Friday to Sunday, and will

take place at the Aurora

Recreation Complex. 

The first round of games

on Friday takes place from

8:00-11:00 p.m. Visit the

Aurora Tigers website for

more information on the

camp - auro-

ratigers.pointstreaksites.co

m.

The Aurora Panthers Novice A Girls – (Front
Centre) Goalie Brooklyn Oakes, (first row, from left)
Claire DiLosa, Christine Latimer, Sophia Gatzos,
Katie Malapitan, Cailey Davis, Elise Vestegard,
Chloe Daniels, (centre) Jill Fenech, Lara
Jorgensen, Larissa Keyes, Mackenzie Zinner,
Sophie Hudson, Jessica Stott, assistant coach
Bruce Keyes , trainer Sandra Capodagli, (back)
head coach John Bellerby, assistant coach Eddy
Zinner, Samantha Bellerby, Sarah Capodagli,  and
assistant coach Jaime Anderson.

Aurora dancer Julia Selwood recently visited the
office of MPP Frank Klees to accept a certificate of
achievement on behalf of the residents of
Newmarket-Aurora and the Ontario Legislature.
Julia was recently named the first place winner in
the Jazz, Modern and Ballet Large Formation and
Small Ballet Pointe categories, and also won the
Overall Jazz Award at the World Dance
Championships.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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Aurora could increase gym space for youth
By Brock Weir

Regardless of whether
Aurora's new youth facility will be
built at the Stronach Aurora
Recreation Complex or the
Aurora Family Leisure Complex,
when the plan comes to fruition,
it might contain more gym space
than originally intended. 

The potential for more than
one gym in the youth centre or
community program space for
youth, came to light at last
week's General Committee
meeting where Councillors dis-
cussed plans to look further at
putting a new space in either
one of the buildings. When
asked by Councillor John Abel
about why the plans included
only one gym, Al Downey,
Aurora's Director of Parks and
Recreation said it was a budget-
ary issue.

"We have identified the need
for a gymnasium," said Mr.
Downey. "It's a primary facility
element for youth, however,
from a programming perspec-
tive and certainly beyond the
youth, we could use more
gyms."

According to Mr. Downey, the
cost currently presented for the
community space is standing at
$3.4 million, which will largely be
covered by development
charges. A portion of that price
tag, however, will be covered
from a master plan reserve
account. If the price tag increas-
es to accommodate more gym
space, money to follow through
on that could be found from bor-
rowing from other municipal
reserves.

Aurora's cash-in-lieu-of -
parkland account, a pot com-
prising of money given to the
Town by developers in
exchange for including parks in
the pair plans, is estimated at
between $13 and $14 million. 

"For a great investment in
our youth I think this is the
opportunity to take a little bit of
that funding, coupled with the
development charges at very lit-
tle or no impact to the residents,"
said Councillor Abel on tacking
on more gyms to the project. "I
am of the opinion it will cost very

little to make this facility what it
really needs to be and that is
enough programming and a
facility that is big enough to han-
dle it."

There is, however, a nega-
tive balance in Aurora's devel-
opment charges funding, and
that caused some pause for
Councillor John Gallo who said
he would appreciate a further
report coming back to Council
giving the "full picture" of the
accounts before going forward. 

"I think we should do a bit of
research and identify what facil-
ities we actually need before we
ask the director to go out, spend
some consulting dollars, and
find out what it costs to build
these things when maybe there
is a different facility we need
more than that," said Councillor
Gallo. "It's important for the
director to come back and tell
us that is his wish list."

A further report was also
seen as a benefit to Councillor
Michael Thompson who said he
wanted more information on the
basic needs and some "extend-
ed" facilities that could be bene-
ficial. Youth might want one gym

and a tennis court rather than
two gyms, it was argued.

"It's a great opportunity and I
wouldn't want us to limit the
scope of it too soon," said
Councillor Thompson. 

Councillor Buck, on the
other hand, said it is clear to her
that kids would want more of a
skate park, and if they want it
more than a gym, however, that
is an option which needs to be
weighed against the others.

"I don't want to just tell Mr.
Downey to tell the architect to
see what the cost of two addi-
tional gyms are and we don't
even know if that is what the pri-
orities would be," she said.

"I don't think that is an
extraordinary effort to deal with
two additional gyms," said Mr.
Downey. "Where the issue
might come is if you deal with
option two that adding addition-
al space onto the Leisure
Complex, it becomes a little bit
easier because we're simply
making that addition a little bit
larger. If we're looking at option
one, and repurposing, the ques-
tion becomes where do those
gyms go? Do we add them onto

the front of the Leisure Complex
while repurposing the fitness
centre at the same time? 

"I think adding the two addi-
tional gyms off of option two is a
fairly easy exercise and certain-
ly can be done. The additional
gyms in option number one is a
little bit more complicated"

e-Play users credited over registration fee glitch
By Brock Weir

Aurora residents who
paid to register their kids
electronically in Town's
recreation programs will
now have their fees credited
for the first half of the year.

The move came after a
communications glitch in
the Town's Parks and
Recreation Department
which saw people register-
ing for programs charged an

average $5 service fee for
each registration without
the charge being mentioned
in the municipal recreation
guide.

Prior to this year, resi-
dents who used the e-Play
system, which was imple-
mented to solve the prob-
lem of parents having to line
up all day to register their
kids for programs, had the
service fees put on each
transaction by the internet

host was covered by the
Town. During this year's
budget deliberations, how-
ever, this was changed to
put these fees back on the
user after it was estimated
absorbing the charges
would be a $50,000 hit to
the Recreation department.

The program will re-
launch on July 21 with users
once again footing the bill.

"The communications
could no doubt have been

handled better from the
start, that's a given," said
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe.

According to Al Downey,
Aurora's Director of Parks
and Recreation Services,
the e-Play system was
adopted for the best cus-
tomer service possible.
While he said there could
be cheaper services out
there, this particular option
was the only one which pro-
vided his department a

at the Aurora Home Show!
Proud exhibitors display their winning plaques at last weekend’s 

26th Annual Home Show at the Aurora Community Centre. 

The winners were, left to right: Judy Ryan and Marg Tiffault, Aurora Garden Club,
Best Marketplace Table; Dave Rusnell, Fischer Custom Cabinets, Most Creative
and Unique Booth; Dino Kotsikas, Atlas Landscaping Inc., Best Garden Landscape
Display; Glenn Wittenberg, Newmarket Glass and Mirror, Most Effective Booth. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

"seamless" transition
between services and
resulted in the most "user
friendly" system. 

While the motion to cred-
it fees back to e-Play users
was passed by Council ear-
lier this month, some ques-
tioned whether there could
be an easier way to have
electronic registration, but
one which could be cheaper
for both residents and the
Parks Department.

"The e-Play is a great
idea," said Councillor Chris
Ballard. "Technology, how-
ever, should be at least neu-
tral in what it costs the
Town. We really should be
streamlining this process
and that should be saving
the Town money. At the
same time, I am also
shocked at some of the
costs people are having to
pay when they sign children
up for our programs."

This was a position
agreed to by Councillor
Wendy Gaertner who said
that although there have
been few complaints about
the system, the best inter-
ests of residents need to be

kept in mind.
"At the end of the day we

have to do what we think is
right for the residents and I
don't think the fee is right,"
she said. "I think the fact
that no other municipalities
are charging [the fees] has
to say something."

Councillor Evelyn Buck,
however, rejected the idea
that Aurora should follow the
leads of other municipalities
and said that services like e-
Play are premium services
that the Town pays for and
this cost should be carried
by the people that used it,
not absorbed by the Parks
department and carried by
taxpayers at large.

"e-Play serves their inter-
ests," she said. "They can
afford to pay $5 extra if it is
worth their while and time to
do so. They have opted to
do so and in the first year
we absorbed it. We're
spending all this time dis-
cussing options because
two people complained and
we're ready to dump again
on the taxpayers another
$50,000. I hope you can
sleep at night."

Athlete of the Week - Meghan Rothenbroker
By Kevin Michie

The Auroran's Athlete of

the Week is Meghan

Rothenbroker.

This Grade 11 student

from Aurora High School is

an avid long distance run-

ner, and was a big part of

Aurora High's successful

cross country season.

Last fall, Rothenbroker

placed fourth in the York

Region Athletic Association

cross country meet, while

competing against grade

11 and 12 students. She

was the first grade 11 run-

ner to finish. 

The strong finish at the

YRAA's secured her a spot

in the Ontario Federation

of School Athletic

Association finals, and was

the only AHS runner in her

category to do so.

Rothenbroker would even-

tually place in the top 50

against the top students

from across Ontario.

Outside of school,

Rothenbroker runs with the

Newmarket Huskies Track

Club. In November, she

was selected to travel with

the team to the Canadian

Cross Country Champion

ship in Vancouver. She

was one of eight girls to

represent the team, and

would eventually finish

76th, while competing

against girls who were as

old as second year univer-

sity students.

Rothenbroker is now

shifting her attention to the

upcoming track and field

season at Aurora High, in

which she will compete in

the 800 metre, 1500 metre

and 3000 metre competi-

tions. She is currently train-

ing for the YRAAs in early

May.

While running is her

main athletic interest,

Rothenbroker recently tried

out for the AHS ultimate

frisbee team, and she

hopes to make the highly

competitive and successful

AHS squad.

Following graduation,

Rothenbroker is interested

in getting involved in medi-

cine and has been

researching universities

accordingly, based on aca-

demic standards, as well

as their cross country pro-

gram.



THE AURORAN, Week of April 24, 2012 - 21

Atlas Landscape Inc.
Your Water Feature Specialist!
Water features transform an outdoor living space into 
a beautiful paradise where you can relax, unwind and 
enjoy quality time with family and friends. They become 
a focal point to any area and with our guidance you’ll 
select a water feature that best suits your lifestyle.

 

See Our Water Feature Display 

Contact Atlas Landscape Inc.

1.877.852.8527  or  905.235.6500

  

AtlasLandscape.ca  created by www.forsefield.com

Atlas Landscape Inc.
Aurora Home Show

2012 AWARD WINNER
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T 905 713-1818
auroraculturalcentre.ca

www.auroraculturalcentre.ca

Spring at the Centre

T 905 713-1818

Fully accessible;  elevator entrance at north doors

Aurora Cultural Centre
22 Church Street, Aurora  L4G 1G4

April 28
An Introduction to Plein Air Painting One–Day Workshop
Discover the joy of painting outdoors with Helen Walter & Keith Thirgood 
Advance registration required; workshop fee $75 plus HST    9 am – 3 pm

May 1 & May 8
Before You Buy Gardening Workshop (Two–Session Workshop) 
With Garden Coach Sheila Cording
Design a unique garden plan – and leave with the confidence that, if you 
plant it, it will grow!
Advance registration required; workshop fee $75 plus HST        6:30 pm – 9:30 pm
 

May 2
Heritage Lecture
“The York Volunteers in 1812” 
Presented by LCol Diane Kruger
Curator, Queen’s York Rangers Regimental Museum
Admission by donation gratefully received                    7 pm
 

May 12
Gallery Exhibition Launch
“pARTners: a collaboration” 
A unique pairing of 11 emerging artists with 11 members of the 
Ontario Society of Artists. All welcome; free admission. 
Show continues until May 26                   1 pm – 4pm
 

May 26
The Art of Tea 
An Elegant Afternoon of Tea & Talk Fundraising Event 
A guided tasting with Certified Tea Sommelier Ingrid Folkers 
Tickets $45 – includes a special handcrafted gift                    1 pm – 4pm

  

There’s a lot going on here. Join us!

 

For more information, check the website or call.

NOW OPEN

12930 YONGE STREET (SOUTH OF KING ROAD)

FRESH BREAD AND BUNS, 
HOT TABLE, DELI , PIZZA, PASTRIES AND CAKES

ESPRESSO BAR, GELATO, GIFT BASKETS 
AND CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS. 

CALL 905-773-1030

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Arts & Culture

Aspiring Aurora artist Hannah Hoffrogge, pictured above left, was recently named one of 39 finalists for an international art competition celebrating diversi-
ty. Her work is now on display on a Florida billboard which she plans on visiting in person this week. Hannah is a student at the studio of local artist Judy
Sherman. Pictured above right are fellow classmates Vanessa Purvis with her work “Delicious”, Hannah with her winning painting “Crossed Love”, Liz
Lozinsky with her untitled piece, and Judy.                                                                                                                                      Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Aurora art student is finalist in diversity competition
By Brock Weir

It's a small but dedicated
gathering of budding artists
that converge on a home
studio on Temperance
Street on Friday evenings
for lessons. 

But out of this humble
learning environment
emerged a message of
equality which has now
gone stateside.

The class is run by
Aurora artist Judy Sherman
she recently entered four of
her students in an interna-
tional competition called
"Embracing Our
Differences", which aims to
use art as a way to create
awareness of diversity and
equality in society.

Of the 2,500 entries from
all around the world, one of
Ms. Sherman's four stu-
dents, Hannah Hoffrogge,
was one of 39 finalists. Now
her work, "Crossed Love",
is featured on one of a
series of billboards in
Florida in a larger-than-life
art exhibition.

Hannah, a Grade 7 stu-
dent at Aurora Senior
Public School, painted a
picture of two black and
white horses to illustrate
her own message of diver-
sity symbolising race, inter-
twining to form a heart with
their necks. 

Hannah is very humble
about her achievements,
and this feeling seems to be
contagious amongst the
students at Ms. Sherman's
studio, with none of the stu-
dents jostling for bragging
rights. 

When The Auroran visit-
ed the studio last week, the
other students on hand that
day - Liz Lozinsky, a grade
11 student at Aurora High,
and Vanessa Purvis, a
grade 10 student at Dr.
G.W. Williams Secondary
School - combined busi-
ness and pleasure. 

While Hannah put in a
extra brushstrokes on
another equine painting, Liz
was stretching her latest
untitled canvas, featuring a
girl standing behind a vase
of lilies, onto a frame, all the
while talking about school,
braces, and even the fact
that Liz just scored a job
with the Town of Aurora as
a camp counsellor. But
behind this laid back atmos-
phere is a clear pride in
their work amongst col-
leagues that have been
together for quite a while.

"We paint a lot and we
have a good time," said
Judy. "We have been
together for about four
years now and the girls
really, really amaze me.
When we start to do things

like realism now, and their
drawing skills and painting
abilities have just taken off.
They're really good kids."

Clear too is this connec-
tion between artist and stu-
dent, hearing about how the
class found out Hannah
was one of the 39 winners
of the Embracing Our
Differences Competition. 

"I was happy, but not
bragging happy because
my little brother was kind of
sad," said Hannah of her
brother Jake, a Grade 3
Student at George Street
Public School, who entered
as part of the class. "It was
a good feeling though."

"I was happy," added
Judy excitedly. "They
phoned me first actually
and they asked me if I could
wait a couple of weeks to
tell Hannah. He said, 'Can
you wait until we send out
the letter?' I asked how long
the letter would take. When
he said two weeks, I said no
and asked if I could call her
tomorrow. 

"Her mom was funny - I
called her up and told her
Hannah had won and all
she said was, 'Get out of
Dodge!'" 

"We were having dinner

when the phone rang and
she said, 'It's Judy. We can
call back later', and I was
like, 'No, it's Judy! Pick it
up!'" recalled Hannah with a
laugh. "I just got vibes from
Judy."

Amongst the girls, the
consensus is that Liz's
entry, "Cheers for
Diversity", featuring black
and white hands clinking
glasses of Coca Cola and
Sprite was the best of the
group. Nevetheless,
Hannah and her family are
heading down to Florida
this week for a reception for
all the winning artists on
Sunday. Having the oppor-
tunity to meet the other 38
winners, Hanna said she is
looking forward learning
about what went into their
art.

"It's exciting to meet all
the other people who won
because you get to see
what was going through
their minds when they were
painting or drawing," said
Hannah, briefly recoiling at
Judy and Vanessa's mock
suggestion that they should
all go down with her and
cheer her on shouting
"Hannah! Hannah!"

"[Through this competi-

tion] I wanted to show that
everyone is equal and no
one should be thought of
differently. That means a lot
to me because my little
brother is African American.
He doesn't look like me and
my parents and I thought it
was important because of
him."

What sets her studio
classes apart from others is
she and her artists actually
take their art out in the
community and are not lim-
ited to a classroom environ-
ment, said Judy. Members
of the class have participat-
ed in recent art exhibitions

hosted by SOYRA - the
Society of York Region
Artists - where Liz got an
honourable mention.

"It's about taking the stu-
dents and the art out into
places and making it real,"
said Judy, before turning to
her girls. "You know what
my favourite part of being
with you girls is? Not only
that you paint, but you all
come from different schools
and everybody gets along.
Nobody is better than any-
one else and we're all equal
and everybody is friends."

For more information,
visit www.shermanj.com. 
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presented by the Town of Aurora in Association 

with the Society of York Region Artists

For more information contact 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca
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www.tholiver.com  905.727.4258
Service You Can Trust. Since1924

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

insurance@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

Hillary House gets $8,700 federal grant
By Brock Weir

Hillary House is less than
a month away from its big
150th anniversary celebra-
tion and there is still a lot to
do.

Never-before-displayed
items are sitting ready to be
polished up ready for their
public debut, two upstairs
bedrooms are being primed
for repainting and repaper-
ing, and new display cases
are being readied for instal-
lation. 

If volunteers were sweat-
ing about everything coming
together by May 12, howev-
er, they may have had a bit
of relief last week as
Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois
Brown came through its
Victorian Gothic entrance
hall bearing money.

Ms. Brown visited Hillary
house last week with a
cheque from the Federal
Government amounting to
nearly $9,000  towards the
new installations on behalf
of James Moore, Minister of
Canadian Heritage.

The money was allocated
to Hillary House from the
Canadian Cultural Spaces
Fund Program which "seeks
to improve physical condi-
tions for artistic creativity
and art exhibition, and
increase access for
Canadians for the perform-

ing arts, visual arts, media
arts, museum collections,
and heritage displays,"
according to Ms. Brown.

"With this funding, the
Aurora Historical Society will
acquire specialized equip-
ment for two new second
floor exhibition spaces at
Hillary House," said Ms.
Brown. "This equipment,
which includes display
cases, UV filters for win-
dows, and new exhibition
lighting will improve the
presentation of exhibitions
and provide better protection
for artefacts.

"We are fortunate to have
such a rich history in our
community. I believe that
arts and heritage organiza-
tions like Hillary House not
only contribute to the cultur-
al strength of communities,
but also enrich the quality of
life of all Canadians.

Despite recent govern-
ment cuts to arts and culture
programs and institutions
like the CBC, Ms. Brown said
Wednesday's announce-
ment for Hillary House
demonstrates the govern-
ment is "serious about sup-
porting organizations that
contribute to their communi-
ty's cultural life and its econ-
omy."

"Our government recog-
nizes that arts and culture
generates economic growth,

jobs, and wealth in our com-
munities and by supporting
projects like this one, our
government is delivering on
its commitment to give
Canadians increased
access to local arts and her-
itage spaces.

"Unlike other countries
and governments, our gov-
ernment stood up for arts
and culture when it was
most needed. Canada chose
not to cut but to increase
funding for arts and culture
during the recession. By
supporting arts and culture,
our government is also sup-
porting the Canadian econo-
my. As a matter of fact, arts
and culture represents $46
billion in the Canadian econ-
omy and over 630,000 jobs."

The total cost for the ren-
ovations of Hillary House is
estimated to come in at
around $22,000 which, said
curator Catherine Richards,
would be done come "hell or
high water" before the May
12 launch date. The cases
and display unit components
of the project come in at
approximately $14,000, so
the Federal money on
Wednesday took a signifi-
cant chunk out of the bill.

"That contribution goes
fully towards the display
cases," said Suzanne
Reiner, President of the
AHS. "The historical society

will still put in money from our
funds, but that is a really big
chunk. It is about $10,000 for
the display cases alone. We
still have the wallpaper, the
paint, the carpets and the
lighting, but all of that stuff is
done or partially done. This is
a great, great help."

After a brief tour of Hillary
House, including viewing
where the new display cases
are going to be installed, Ms.
Brown said it would be excit-
ing to come back and see the
finished result.

"It's really exciting to see
what's going on here with all
the recreation of some of
these exhibits, some of the
things they have never had
the opportunity to see are
now going to be on display
here at Hillary House and
they are so much a part of
our history," she said. "They
are a part of the history of
Aurora, before Aurora was
even a Town. Some of the
things have been in our Town
for that long and it is wonder-
ful that people in the area are
going to have an opportunity
to view them, to become
aware, to be educated, and
particularly for our young
people, that will have a con-
nection to the past with a
view for the future.

"I know it's a love-inten-
sive project. It is something
that people really want to put
time and effort into, but it is a
love-intensive project and I
commend the people for hav-
ing that vision to see it
through."

Saturday concert is a 
homecoming for Soul Influence

By Brock Weir

It will be a homecoming
of sor ts when pan-
African-Canadian quartet
Soul Influence Comes
plays the Aurora Cultural
Centre this Saturday.

The group, which will
present the concer t "A
Musical African Journey"
in conjunction of the
release of their second
album Gigo, got their start
in Aurora, coming togeth-
er in York Region's "If I
Had a Mill ion Dollars"
Campaign for the Stephen
Lewis Foundation. 

"Their music is African
in its choice of rhythm and
beat, Afro-jazz in its musi-
cal style, and Christian in
its conviction and lyrics,"
said Jane Taylor of the
Aurora Cultural Centre.
"Billed as a pan-African
celebration, a rich mosaic
of cultures infuses each
piece. Their complex
vocal harmonies express
the sentiments of gospel
music, while incorporating
a myriad of distinct
African spiritual sounds. 

"The voices are memo-
rable; the harmonies are
mesmerizing."

One of these memo-
rable voices belongs to
Uitsile Ndlovu, a native of
Zimbabwe and proud
Canadian. 

She told The Auroran
that returning to Aurora to
perform and sell their new
album was almost l ike
coming full circle.

"When they asked us to
come to the Cultural
Centre, we agreed happi-

ly," she said. "We started
off in Aurora when we
star ted getting serious
with our music, working in
support of the Stephen
Lewis Foundation, and it
was very Auroran!"

In the 10 years that
has passed since their
formation, they are now
on their second album,
have returned to Africa -

Kenya and Zambia in par-
ticular - in 2006 to see
the work of the Stephen
Lewis Foundation  and
many other charities they
support actually in action.

"It was nice for us to
actually be a par t of
something and not just
singing about it or
fundraising for it, and that

Historical Society present Suzanne Reiner shakes
hands with MP Lois Brown outside Hillary House
following Wednesday’s announcement.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Continued on page 31
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Relay proves success is possible
money raised selling
bracelets to their friends in
school. One of the biggest
lesions, she said, in the
years being involved with
Relay is that they money
actually comes back to the
Aurora community; and
knowing that it is not just
for research contributes to
the sense of fighting back.

"Every single dollar is
important," she says, in
advice to other potential
participants. "It doesn't
matter if you're the top
fundraiser or not, but
every dollar counts.
Anything goes from selling
freezies to your friends or
cupcake sales. Just make
it fun and don't lose sight
of the reason you are
doing it. 

"I remember the first
year I participated and
seeing one team that
raised over $40,000. They
had corporate people who

could provide them with
opportunities, and that is
fabulous, but a lot of us
don't have that and have to
rely on our yard sales and
bake sales, and [social
networking]."

Wilma, Lynn says, is
her hero and noted that
two years ago she was the
highest individual
fundraiser. Now in her 80s,
she stays up through the
night with her family in the
relay adding an extra
poignancy for the Sole
Sisters.

"Hearing the survivors'
stories is such a great way
to kick-off the event," she
said. "They speak every
year and it makes you
think, 'This is why we do
this!'" said Lynn. "For a
participant, it is validation
to say, Okay,' for me per-
sonally, and I can't speak
for anyone else, 'my dad's
story wasn't a successful
one but every year when

you see those yellow
shirts you go, 'This is why
we keep doing this.' There
is success and we can't
lose sight of that.

"And the whole party
atmosphere - I have never
experienced anything sim-
ilar to that. I like it because
I am proud to live in Aurora
and every year you when
you see more high school
students than had ever
been there before they
bring a whole new element
to the evening too. It is
also sort of getting to
know your neighbours."

Relay For Life comes to
Aurora the evening of June
8, taking over the lawns of
Magna at Wellington
Street and Stronach
Boulevard.

To find out how to regis-
ter, join the survivors' vic-
tory lap, volunteer for the
event, or pledge to a regis-
tered participant, visit
www.relayforlife.ca/aurora

From page 3

Auroran Carrier of the Month:
Alexandre Meunier Geoffroy

By Brock Weir

The Auroran's inaugural
Carrier of the Month,
Alexandre Meunier Geoffroy,
is a driven individual.

Alexandre, a Grade 7 stu-
dent at ESC Renaissance,
was selected from among the
first wave of new Auroran car-
riers now serving various
areas in Town. Alexandre, in
particular, serves 98 resi-
dences in northwest Aurora,
including homes on
Hodgkinson Crescent, Falling
Leaf Court, and part of Willow
Farm Lane. 

Alexandre was excited to
learn last week he had been
selected not just as Carrier of
the Month, but also as the
very first.

"I think it is really special,"
he said. "I was really excited
when I found out. I just got
back from my route, so it was
very, very exciting to know
that I was the first one."

Despite just turning 12,
Alexandre has already lead a
very full life in the community.

Born in Markham to a French-
speaking family, Alexandre
lived in Aurora until he was
two before moving to Hudson,
Quebec where his sister was
born in 2002. Shortly there-
after, the family packed up to
live in Tokyo for two years,
before heading back to
Aurora where they have lived
since 2005. 

Given his Francophone
background, Alexandre said
he transferred to ESC
Renaissance from Our Lady
of Grace Catholic School,
when he decided he couldn't
read or write as well in French
as he would have liked.

"I decided to go and learn
something new over there,"
he said.

He is active in his school's
music and sports programs,
and also plays hockey for the
Aurora Peewee Tigers, partic-
ipates in local basketball and
lacrosse teams, and is look-
ing forward to the start of the
Aurora Youth Soccer Club's
upcoming season next
month. 

With all that on his plate,
he still finds the time to dili-
gently and conscientiously
deliver The Auroran to his
neighbours and said he
picked up the route initially to
learn how to manage his
money. 

"It was something good to
pass the time," he said. "It
only takes an hour-and-a-half
or two hours, depending, and
I'm free most of the evenings
except for when I have sports
competitions. I wanted to do
that just to save up my
money.

"I have always had a pas-
sion for driving and this might
sound a little funny, but I have
been saving for a lawn tractor.
I used to mow the lawn for my
parents, but it is two acres, so
it is a little bit of work with a
push mower. I figured that
while I would also like an ATV,
with a lawn tractor I can be
doing something helpful like
chores but all the while driv-
ing, which is what I like."

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
Alexandre!

Alexandre Meunier Geoffroy, Aurora’s first Carrier of the Month, has a passion
for driving.   Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95
(+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).

Got something to sell or advertise? 
Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

CAREER

INCOME TAX

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest financial
services companies is rapidly
expanding in this area. If you
desire a dynamic career with
excellent income potential, call
Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
4767.

TAX PREPARATION Personal &
Small Business. Local Pick U p
&  D e l i v e r y  647-808-3331

LANDSCAPING AND 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
handyman required on a horse
farm minutes from the centre of
Aurora. Candidate must be famil-
iar with lawn care equipment and
operations. Full or part-time
available call 416-508-6170

NEWLY RENOVATED,
BRIGHT ONE BEDROOM
located in a friendly neighbour-
hood close to Yonge St.  $875
Inclusive Available May 1st. Call
APM Property Management 1
888 887 1493 for more informa-
tion.

Our        Town

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

WEEKLY SHOW
with Alison

Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

theauroran.com
POLL-VOTE

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.

13 %
YES

83 %
NO

2 %
DON’T KNOW

(5) (31)

.3 .7.5

(1)

Aurora Council recently decided not to grant a
request from the Aurora Jazz+ Festival to waive

$1,300 in park fees for their four day use of Town
Park during the annual summer festival.

Should the Town of Aurora reconsider their
decision and waive the $1,300 park fees for the

Aurora Jazz+ Festival?
1) Yes    2) No
3) Don't Know

To share your reasons why, please send 
your thoughts to letters@auroran.com.

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033
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NEW

CURRENT POLL RESULTS

If you have an idea for a show, questions, 

comments, would like to be a guest on OUR TOWN 

or host OUR TOWN at your place of business please call, 

Cynthia 905-751-6013. 

Guests and locations must 

be booked a minimum 3 weeks before the show. 

Thank you  for supporting 
THE AURORAN 

Classified Advertisers

To advertise in 
THE AURORAN 
CLASSIFIEDS 

please call 
905-727-3300 

ext. 102

FAN MAN

 
Tuesday to–Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

www.thefanman.ca

Phone for an Appointment
Introducing Lavie by Design Interiors

Instock Inventory

Seniors’ Centre Spring Sale: We invite you on
Saturday, April 28, from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. to our Spring
Sale event. We will have local vendors, crafts, books,
white elephant table, baked goods and much, much
more all on display at reasonable prices - and a BBQ
luncheon prepared by our Food services volunteers.
You are bound to pick up a good buy!

Your junk is our treasure! Save your items, if in
good condition, and donate them to the Seniors'
Centre. They can be brought in this week. We are look-
ing for books, household, kitchen or anything else,
except clothes!

Carpooling session: Recently a few of us attend-
ed a carpooling session put on by the Town of Aurora
for the Seniors. As we all know, on most days when we
have a special event along with our regular activities,
parking spaces at the Seniors' Centre are at a 
premium. With an increase in our membership over the
last six years, and the same with our activities and
programs, we have out grown the existing parking
spaces. One alternative is that we encourage our
members to carpool when possible, as often as we
can, especially when attending a special event. We
also want to caution our members and their guests to
please not park in unauthorized vacant areas -  you
may be ticketed by a Town bylaw officer!

Where Legends are Made: Our active wood shop-
carvers Fred Ash and Bill Pressmar have their carv-
ings inspired by Inuit traditions on display at the
Aurora Cultural Centre, Aurora Room Gallery from
April 4 to May 5, 2012 , Tuesday to Saturday 10 a.m. -
4 p.m. My wife Lucille and I visited the display on
opening day and we were amazed by the beautiful
carvings -  all 22 of them. Each piece of Inuit carving
had a story to tell. We invite you all to attend. Also on
display are paintings by ar tist Denise "Pixie"
Featherston, inspired by music.

Seniors Friday Night  Dancing: at the Seniors'
Centre is a very enjoyable social event. We practice
Line Dancing at 7.30 p.m. and at 8 p.m. the regular
dance starts and goes up to 11 p.m. We play several
different dance tunes from Rock and Roll, Waltzes,
Quick Step, Rumbas, Cha Chas, slow Fox Trots and
some Line-Dances. Why not join the fun?! At about
9.30 p.m. we serve Light Food, Desserts, Coffee 
& Tea. (Nominal fee applies). We have a cash bar with
Beer and Wine at reasonable prices.

Canada Day Parade 2012: Planning is in progress
to build a float for the parade. Ron Coe and Judy
Buchanan as committee co-Chairs will be looking for
volunteers to help with building, decorating the

Senior Scape
By CHARLES SEQUEIRA

April in Review
seniors' float and for walkers to walk beside the float.
If interested please leave your name and phone num-
ber at the Seniors' Centre reception desk, so they can
contact you.

Senior Scape- Sylvia Dickens: We are very
pleased to inform you that Sylvia is very interested in
volunteering to write the Senior Scape column in the
Auroran. Sylvia is a retired journalist and in her own
words quote  "I'm excited about this opportunity to get
back into writing." Her first submission will appear in
the May 1 edition of The Auroran.

An All-Candidates Meeting...for nominated candi-
dates for Aurora Seniors' Board of Directors will be
held on Wednesday, April 25 at 11 a.m. (In the
lounge). All ASA members with an active 2012 mem-
bership are entitled and encouraged to attend this
meeting. Followed by a potluck luncheon at 12 noon.
No fee, just bring a dish. Sign up at the front desk. We
will need your name and phone number. Please
ensure that each dish must serve a minimum of five
persons. For more details please call: 905-726-4767. 

April Newsletter: Available 'on line' on our website
www.auroraseniors.ca The link to the Newsletter is
now on the opening page in an enhanced form... and
that's the only link. That should make it simpler for our
members.

Remember!  When we share problems, there's half
the pain; When we share tears, a rainbow follows rain.

A NON-PROFIT ORGANI-
ZATION IN AURORA 
requires an Administrative
Assistant for a very busy 
office. This is a challenging
position for a person with
database, web site and
social media experience as
well as excellent verbal and
written skills. The person
must take pride in their work,
as a high level of accuracy is
essential and  have a profes-
sional and positive attitude.
The position will be part-time
initially, moving to full-time
after three months.
Applications must include a
cover letter and 
resume as well as salary
expectations. Apply before
Friday, May 11, 2012 to
employment@aow.ca

BUSINESS SERVICES

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 
905-841-6969

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

tkwok@trebent.com

Thomas Kwok
Broker

905-889-2200
Dir: 416-399-2128

Bayview Realty Inc., Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated

801 STONEHAVEN AVE., NEWMARKET 
Bayview/Mulock

$439,900
Asking 

SOLD

ESTATE 
SALE

25 Watch Hill Rd.
(King/Jane St. via

Westgate/Kingscross)
Fri. Apr. 27th 
2:00pm-7:00pm
Sat. Apr. 28th

10:00am - 2:00pm
PACKED 

CONTENTS

www.TheGreatEstateSale.com



26 - THE AURORAN, Week of April 24, 2012  

CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 

Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN

DENTAL

 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Alan is also committee chairman of iloverockandroll.ca

ONLY       
Call for a 14 point inspection
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For more information call: 
905-713-6326 FR
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Water Treatment your whole family 
will benefit from!

39$ 95

For a Limited Time 

HOME RENO PLUS

905.235.7357

Any Projects Big or Small 1 Call, 
We Do It All! 

Basements ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Painting, Flooring, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Drywall Taping, Framing, Additions, Enclosures, 
Tiling, Chimney & Masonry, Decks, 

fences, brick replacement

LIMOUSINE

MONUMENTSLAWN
WATER

INTERIOR

HOME RENO

Thank you 
for supporting 

The Auroran 

“At Your Service” 

Businesses

Residential • Retail • Corporate Design

"Your Home Your Way"
905-726-1837

MYRA SPIERS INTERIOR DESIGN

www.myraspiersdesign.com

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES  
Licensed, insured 25 years exp. 

Plumber 
Joe

416-568-6928

the

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil EnhancemeIest & Disease ControlP

StructIee PruningrTTrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTIent

orcemental Reinffotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTERART

AUTO

CLEANERS

DANCE PLUMBER

AUCTION

Radiant health, 
& inner peace.

 QIGONG & YOGA

www.yogaforlife.ca

Andrea Roth
905-505-1324
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t health, 
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 QIGONG 
adianR
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& OGAY

.caeliffeforogaffo.ywww

ea RndrA
905-505-1324

YOGA

TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

59$From *
NEW Winshields 
 188$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

Come and fall in love with a painting

 

oldgrouch@rogers.com   •  905 727 6021

John Lloyd

Whildwood Studio & Gallery

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

Thank you for supporting “At Your Service”
businesses in The Auroran. 

VETERINARY SERVICES

BUSINESS SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

CREMATION

REAL ESTATE

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

Stouffville 905-640-6411
www.clarksonauctions.com Keller Williams 

Realty Centres, Brokerage  

First Time 
Homebuyers!

Get started now 
on path to home!

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

Call right now for  a

 
to get you where 
you want to be!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ Office: 905-895-5972 x 816

BUYERS KIT

Independently Owned and Operated

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

LAWN JAC MAINTENANCE 

Jason 416-294-4499

book by May 1st and 
receive the last 

cut of the season FREE!

 
COMPETITIVE PRICES

  
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

D
E
S
I
G
N

T
R
E
E

C A R E

MINI BIN 
$169 + hst 
Drop off & Pick up 

WEEDLESS GARDEN SOIL 
$112 + hst for 3 cubic yards 
(Includes delivery to Aurora & Newmarket,  other areas slightly 

   FULL SERVICE LANDSCAPE COMPANY 
Also available: mulch, topsoil, gravel, river rock, screenings 

SPRING

 905-727-7102 

Not everyone needs your 
services all the time, but 
if you want to be there 

when they do... 
advertise in

THE AURORAN 
“AT YOUR SERVICE”

DIRECTORY! 

For more information
call: 905-727-3300 
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THE 
AURORAN’S

NHL
HOCKEY

POOL
UNOFFICIAL FINAL RESULTSUNOFFICIAL F STLLTFINAL RESU

1. Andy Weddell 55.00 
Domenic Fazari 55.00 
Michael Hanoun 55.00 

4. Matthew English 53.00 
5. Peter Billings 53.00 
6. Steve Levant 53.00 
7. Andrew Smith 52.00 
8. C. Wiederhold 52.00 
9. Chris Wiederhold 52.00 
10. Elaine Balog 52.00 
11. Sarah Leroy 52.00 
12. Tom Lalonde 52.00 
13. Vince Durban 52.00 

14. Vivienne Bridgeford 52.00 
15. Anthony Garramone 51.00 
16. Anthony Russell 51.00 
17. Brandon Schad 51.00 
18. James Butler 51.00 
19. Jerry Kofsky 51.00 
20. John Georgiou 51.00 
21. John LaLewicz 51.00 
22. John Wiederhold 51.00 
23. Joseph Kofsky 51.00 
24. Lucas Reid 51.00 
25. Mark Falkenberg 51.00 
26. Mitchell Farnum 51.00 

27. Paul Papousek 51.00 
28. Ryan Hastie 51.00 
29. Samantha Buckley 51.00 
30. Alex DiSera 50.00 
31. Ann Butler 50.00 
32. Bob Swanton 50.00 
33. Charles T. Glavanic 50.00 
34. Colton Falkenberg 50.00 
35. E Mulhern 50.00 
36. Karl Kristof 50.00 
37. Kathy McCully 50.00 
38. Luke Catania 50.00 
39. Nicky Yuval 50.00 

40. Ron Durdle 50.00 
41. Ryan Jamieson 50.00 
42. Sandi Jenkinson 50.00
43. Sandy Munro 50.00 
44. Steve Taft 50.00 
45. Steven/Gary Grandin 50.00 
46. Bob Dawson 49.00 
47. Brian Sowten 49.00 
48. Darlean Fitzgerald 49.00 
49. Dave Carruthers 49.00 
50. Dave Watson 49.00

Thank you for your participation

As of April 22, 2012

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Morden talks life lessons in first golf book
By Chris Simon

For Wayne Morden,
golf has always offered
life lessons.

The Port Credit resi-
dent has been playing the
game since the age of
f ive, and has tackled
some of the most difficult
and beautiful courses in
the wor ld - including
Augusta National, Pebble
Beach and Pinehurst. But
perhaps one of his most
fond memories of the
ancient game came a few
years ago, when he hit
the links of St. Andrews
in Scotland. He remem-
bers teeing off with a few
buddies, playing one of
the world's most famous
courses, and being treat-
ed with class and dignity
in the clubhouse.

"When I played St.
Andrews in 2008, there
was a group of 12 of us,"
said Morden. "We played
the holy shrine of golf,
and I saw the signif i-
cance of this place, and
how many other great
courses I've been hon-
oured to play. I  real ly
enjoyed playing the
course, and the stuff that
surrounds it, like the his-
tory and tradit ion. St.
Andrews is not what most
people would call a beau-
tiful course, but it's the
bir thplace of golf. If any-
one's truly passionate
about golf,  once they
stand on the first hole,
and see the centuries-old
buildings and the course
that's over 450 years old,
i t  sends shivers down
your spine. You know
you're at a very special
place. It's the most signif-
icant exper ience I 've
had."

Morden grew up in
Woodstock, caddied as a
tyke, and worked in a pro
shop as a teenager for
four years. He also
played varsity golf for two
years at Queen's
University.

Now 48, Morden is
sharing his experiences
in a new book, “Golf
Shorts and Plus Fours:
Musings from a Golfing
Traditionalist.”

Arranged like an 18-
hole course, the book
takes a comical look at
golf, and features a col-
lection of shor t stories
that offers a commentary
on life, and a reminder of
why so many people are
obsessed with the game.

It's his first crack at
professional writing, but
it cer tainly won't be the
last.

"I wanted to create a
book like a golf course,
with each hole being
individualistic and having
different topics," said
Morden, noting he has
two other books in devel-
opment. "I ended up writ-
ing a book that's very dif-
ferent from other ones. I
came at it as a tradition-
alist, looking at the way
they used to play golf.
Walking and enjoying the
sightlines of a beautiful
course is more important
than score. I want people
to enjoy golf with friends
and family. Respect the
games and tradit ions
more. We've become too

metr ic-or iented; I want
people to go out and play
for enjoyment. I t 's not
about keeping your left
arm straight, it is stories
that wil l  ref lect on [a
reader's] life."

The book also
includes tr ivia refresh-
ments and three addi-
tional 'playoff' holes. But
Morden believes the
book will appeal to non-
golfers, because of the
many positive attributes
the game can instill, like
proper manners, respect
and integrity.

"I star ted thinking
about other subjects, like
my father, and how much
I loved the game," said
Morden. "I go into differ-
ent subjects, l ike golf
travel, to things that I
think are impor tant in
today's society, both on
and off the course, like
sportsmanship, etiquette,
and being polite. I want
people to reflect on their
own lives, and how they
got into golf, skiing, or
any other game. I've had
a few non-golfers read it
and be pleasantly sur-
prised because it wasn't
just about golf, but life
lessons."

So far, the book has

received positive reviews
from professional golfers
Tom Watson and Gary
Player, and LINKS
Magazine editor George
Peper.

The book is available
for purchase in hardcov-
er, paperback and e-book
form at www.amazon.ca
and www.chapters.
indigo.ca. For more infor-
mation, visit http://waynet
morden.com.

Author Wayne Morden offers a unique look at golf
in his debut book.                       Photo by Chris Simon

UNOFFICIAL STANDINGS
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Most of us when asked
will, without hesitation, say
that our home is our greatest
asset.  Why then, don’t more
of us own multiple properties:
we assume that more proper-
ties mean increased risk and
financial burden. We make
this mistake because we
don’t know the difference
between owning principle
residences and owning
income properties.  I can
explain.

We need to understand
about assets and liabilities.
An asset (as described by
Robert Kiyosaki of the Rich
Dad series) is simply ‘some-
thing that puts money into
your pocket’; a liability takes
money out of your pocket.
While I agree that a home
itself is a great investment (of
value to us when sold), the
mortgage for that home is
actually a liability. Even when
the mortgage is paid off,
there are still monthly utilities,
maintenance and insurance
costs.

Conversely, when you
own an Income Property,
your tenants pay the monthly
bills.  When financing your
Income Property you should
endeavour to have your mort-

gage, taxes and insurance
covered by your rental
income.  This home appears
in your ‘asset’ column
because its mortgage and
upkeep are not coming out of
your pocket!  Get it?

How can you afford to
finance a second property?
Equity.  As your principle
property increases in value
and your mortgage balance
reduces, you build Equity (the
value in your home not owed
on the mortgage)  In the
bank, your equity does little to
build your wealth, but invest-
ed wisely in income generat-
ing rental units, your equity
grows exponentially!

A great beginning for new
investors is to build a rental
suite in their own home.  This
is a low cost, safe and easy-
to-manage way to begin your
income property portfolio.  All
or a portion of your principle
mortgage will be paid for by
your tenant, transforming
your principle residence from
a liability into an income gen-
erating asset.

Don’t own a home?  Talk
to your mortgage broker
about the purchase of a
rental property.  There are
many different mortgage

products that can help you
with your first investment.  You
can even use part of your
rental income from your new
property to help in the financ-
ing. 

Leverage is the key to real
estate investment success.
Unlike many other invest-
ments, for which you pay
100% of the cost of the hold-
ing, real estate investment
allows you to pay only a small
portion of its value (your
down payment) and finance
the rest.  Best of all, when
your property increases in
value, you retain 100% of the
profit.

So, what are you waiting
for?  If your home is your
greatest source of future
wealth, just think what your
future would look like if you
owned two or three or four…

By LORI MOFFORD 
Sales Representative, Your

Real Estate Consultant 
for Life. 

Royal LePage Your
Community Reality 
14799 Yonge Street,

Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1 
905-727-3154   

lorimofford@royallepage.ca
www.lorimofford.ca

Take another look at income properties

Advertorial

St. Andrew’s College Cadet Parade

In their colourful tradition, cadets from SAC’s venerable #124 St. Andrew’s
College Highland Cadet Corps marched their way down Yonge Street for 
a special event at Our Lady of Grace Church. Their parade down Aurora’s
main thoroughfare was the students exercising the Freedom of the Town
granted to them by the Town of Aurora in May 2005, recognizing their 
community service on the school’s 100th anniversary.
In their original citation from then mayor Tim Jones, which granted them the
right “to enter and march in the Town of Aurora at all times with colours 
flying, drums beating and bayonets fixed”,  the cadets were granted the
Freedom not just in memory of the 152 cadets who gave their lives 
during the First and Second World Wars, but also for contributions 
during peacetime.
“This Freedom is confirmed and granted in grateful recognition of duty
bravely done from 1905 to 2005 by graduates of the Corps, both during
wartime and in peace,” said Mr. Jones in his proclamation. “It also recognizes
the services offered to the community of Aurora by Cadets and the staff at
St. Andrew’s College.”

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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* Limited time offer.  See sales rep for details. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustrations are artist’s concept only. 
Rockport® is a registered trademark of Rockport and used under license. ©Rockport 2010. All rights reserved. E.&O.E. 2012. Brokers protected.

Elegant Suites
 from the

$300’s*
Presentation Centre: 180 John West Way, Suite 103, 

Aurora, Mon.-Wed. Noon-6 pm, Closed Thurs. & Fri., 

Weekends & Holidays Noon-5 pm

905 841 1004

Life. Lived Better.®

rockportgroup.net

Ridgewood II an intimate 6 storey condominium residence located in the heart of 

historic Aurora. With elegant suite designs and luxurious suite appointments ranging 

from 9 & 10 foot ceilings, a gourmet kitchen package consisting of undermount 

sink, under cabinet valance lighting, stainless steel contemporary faucet, ceramic tile 

backsplash, stainless steel appliances and granite countertops. Engineered hardwood 

fl ooring*, one underground parking space and so much more.

Walk into your suite at Ridgewood II and embrace a 

sanctuary to true luxury living.

NOW U
NDER

CONSTRUCTIO
N

1  Y E A R  F R E E  M A I N T E N A N C E *
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Local Farm hosts barn raising
It was a day of birth and

rebirth as over 75 volunteers
descended on Kettleby's
'Round the Bend Farm on
this weekend's damp
Saturday morning for a tra-
ditional barn raising follow-
ing a devastating fire last
fall.

The family got a head
start before the volunteers

arrived in the drizzle, getting
a couple of sections of wall
up the day before, but by
4.30 p.m. most of the walls
were up. Owner Brian
Feddema was very happy
with the progress. 

"I'm going to keep going
until dark, or until I fall off my
feet, whatever comes first,"
he said. 

The barn raising had
brought out members of the
extensive Feddema family,
their church, and neighbour-
ing communities that have
made the farm a longstand-
ing destination, including
Ian Pascoe, who is turning
13 this week.

"I came out to help
because we come out here

a lot for vegetables and
turkeys and food and it is a
nice place, so I wanted to
help out," he said.

His mother Heather
added: "We're happy to do
it, that's for sure! It has been
good food, good fun, and it
is shocking how much work
gets done with people who
actually don't know what

they are doing! All of these
people who have come out
to help are just being told
what to do and they do it!"

Around midday, there
was a little flurry of extra
excitement as a goat in the
'Round the Bend petting zoo
gave birth to twins in the
middle of the proceedings.
One was aptly named

"Barney" and the other
"Karen" after the builder
overseeing the project.
Initially unsure whether
there was a third kid ready
to enter into the world, they
had settled on "Raisin" as
the name, but, alas, there
were only two.

Barney. Raisin. Barn
Raisin'. Get it?

1 2

3

8
9

5
4

6
7

(1)    12-year-old Ian Pascoe hammers a few nails
into what will be a new barn wall. (2, 3) One of the
first walls goes up onto the foundation. (4, 6) In the
midst of the barn raising excitement, the ‘Round
the Bend Petting Zoo welcomed two new members
around the noon hour. (5, far right) Brian and (7)
Sue Feddema shared the day with three 
generations of family.  (8) Lumber dwindled as it
was hammered into place on site just to the right
of this photo. (9) Volunteers paused to admire their
handiwork.

Auroran photos by David Falconer (2-3, 5, 7), 
Brock Weir (1, 4, 6, 9), and Diane Buchanan (8)
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By WENDY SOLODUIK

Healthy Habits & Lifestyle Lessons 
Walking for MS - Because I can

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

was a meaningful thing,"
she said. "I guess one of
the more exciting musical
things we have done was
singing to the newlywed
Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge and the Prime
Minister on Canada Day
last year. Being part of the
Canada Day celebrations
on Parliament Hill was a
pretty big highlight!"

Being a part of this

group which has come to
represent a distinct blend
of Canadian and pan-
African Cultures (its mem-
bers, in addition to Ms.
Ndlovu, also hail from
Ghana, Kenya, and
Zambia) fulfils many
things for her, she said.

"Being Canadian - and I
am fully and wonderfully
Canadian - having some-
thing that continually high-
lights [my southern African

heritage] as part of my
identity and reminds me of
my childhood where I grew
up and the songs we used
to sing is wonderful for me.
To be in Canada and be
able to express that and
still feel completely
Canadian as well is a
great thing.

"It strengthens my faith
a lot, which is a big com-
ponent. It relaxes me
because I pretty much

have school all day, every
day, and having a creative
outlet helps me to breathe.
Those are the big ways in
which Soul Influence influ-
ences my own soul."

Soul Influence's 
concert gets underway at
the Aurora Cultural Centre
on Saturday night at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $20 and avail-
able over the phone or in
person at the Aurora
Cultural Centre. 

Soul Influence influences singer's soul
From page 23

This past weekend,

I?took part in a local Walk

for Multiple Sclerosis (MS).

I've been walking to

raise money and aware-

ness for this cause since

I?was in my twenties.

My mother, now

deceased, struggled with

the impact of this disabling

illness for twenty years

before losing a battle with

cancer.

I watched daily, as my

mother did battle with this

autoimmune illness (in the

same family as rheumatoid

arthritis and scleroderma)

that attacked her physically

and mentally and eventual-

ly spiritually.

She struggled with the

indecencies of the illness -

opening her home to home-

care workers, showering

with assistance and relying

on the assistance of under

paid, and sometimes under

qualified workers to help

her with even the most

basic chores.

For a long time, I

watched from a distance,

not able to help more. Not

wanting to help more. It

was disgusting to watch my

mother go from being a

beautiful and independent

woman making it on her

own, to a person that was

basically miserable, anx-

ious and sad.

Participating in the MS

Walk (with my mother) was

one of the few ways I was

able to show support for

her - as distance and disin-

terest kept me from doing

so most of the rest of the

time.

The Walk was always a

busy event, well attended

by people who had been

affected by MS. It was

amazing to me how many

people were suffering at

the hands of this illness.

MS starts with feeling

unbalanced. Sometimes

there is double vision.

Always, you know some-

thing is wrong. Your family

doctor might send you for a

CAT scan or MRI. 

If you're lucky that may

even happen in a timely

fashion. If you're really

lucky, you're able to finance

a trip to the States and pay

for one.

When the results come

back, they're usually incon-

clusive. Dark spots on the

brain stem. Perhaps it's

cancer; perhaps it's scar

tissue from a previous acci-

dent.

Eventually, a neurologist

will decipher the results

and tell you the scar tissue

on the Mylar sheath (the

slippery coating on your

nervous system) is the sign

of previous MS "attacks".

What doctors can't tell you

is what to expect from

there.

MS progresses different-

ly with each patient. My

mother had progressive-

remissive MS, the kind that

would flare up, subside and

always leave her a little

worse off than before. For

her, it was the same as a

slow death.

But the physical side of

MS isn't the worst of it. Yes,

you are now trapped in a

body that will not cooper-

ate. 

Yes, you lose your inde-

pendence and yes, you

have to learn new ways to

get through your days and

weeks - often having to pri-

oritize activities while you

still have the energy to

complete them.

The worst part of MS is

what it does to the family

unit - it tears it apart. This

may sound harsh, but it's

true. Caring for a loved one

with a degenerative dis-

ease is horrible. Not

because you have to work

a little harder or spend

some extra time, but

because everyone is on

edge and afraid of what

happens next.

Before my mom died we

had started discussions

about what next steps

looked like for her plan of

care. Living independently

was becoming a problem,

and she was terrified of

going to "a home." She

asked my sister and I if she

could live with one of us,

and that idea was terrifying

for us both. When she got

sick, she said from her hos-

pital bed, "now we don't

need to worry about who I'll

live with." Although she was

joking, we all knew there

was some truth in that. I felt

horrible.

After my mom died, I

met Kim. She is my neigh-

bour, and now my best

friend. She reminds me of

my mother, and I told her

so. Knowing the high

regard in which I speak of

my mother, Kim was always

flattered by the compari-

son.

Kim has recently been

diagnosed with MS. It is a

less aggressive version

than my mother had, thank

God. She hasn't pro-

gressed since I've known

her, which will be 3 years

this Hallowe'en.

Yesterday, when 

I walked 5km for MS, 

I walked for my mother's

memory and for my best

friend Kim.

I didn't raise as many

pledges as last year, and

the turnout wasn't as great

either. But I was there, and

Kim was there, and my

mother - now free from the

earthly body that betrayed

her - was there too. It was a

nice day for a walk.

(Editor’s note:
Aurorans participated in
walks in Newmarket and
Thornhill with other York
Region residents over the
weekend. They collective-
ly raised nearly $170,000
for the MS Society of
Canada.)
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15%10%OFF OFF

Natural Factors CLA Greens+ Superfoood

15%OFF 15%OFF

30%OFF

PGX Daily

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE
Sale Ends June 8, 2012

While supplies last. Offer cannot be combined with coupons and/or other promotions. 
Bayview & Wellington, 15380 Bayview Avenue, Unit 3, Aurora, ON, L4G 7J1

Omega 3
by Progressive Ester ACES
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