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No clear consensus
yet on Youth Centre

By Brock Weir

Plans for Aurora's Youth Centre
have earned mixed reviews from
the people who could be moving it
forward this week. 

Councillors are expected to dis-
cuss five options presented to them
last month by Al Downey, Aurora's
Director of Leisure Services, to
have a community programming
space for youth. 

The five options included plans
for renovating the vacant Foodland
commercial unit at the St. Andrew's
Plaza at Yonge and Orchard
Heights and entering into a partner-
ship with condo developers at the
northwest corner of Yonge and
Wellington. The two highest-scor-
ing options, however, as presented
by an architectural consultant, were
additions onto the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex and the Stronach
Aurora Recreation Complex. 

In a survey of Councillors since
the options were presented, how-
ever, no clear consensus emerged

from the Mayor and Councillors on
how they might proceed. 

"I am really leaning close to any-
thing off of Yonge Street,"
Councillor Sandra Humfryes told
The Auroran. "The youth need to
get there easily through transit. It is
easy and accessible."

Councillor John Abel agreed
with her, noting he believed a cen-
tral location like Yonge Street was
best. Although he said staff worked
hard to come up with the recom-
mendations that were presented to
Council, it was not what he envi-
sioned. What he had envisioned,
however, was a "new, bigger, multi-
purpose facility.”

He indicated he was on the
fence on whether an addition onto
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex
(AFLC) or the renovating the
Foodland building would be his pick
of the five options presented.

"I would love to demo the old
Leisure Complex and build a whole
new thing rather than adding on,"

Continued on page 16

Elwood P. Dowd (Peter Shipston), whose best friend is a six foot, three and a half inch tall
invisible rabbit, charms everyone he meets, including Nurse Kelly (Justine Scott) in Theatre
Aurora's production of "Harvey", now playing at the Factory Theatre.  Please see page 17 for
Scott Johnston’s review of the production.                                   Auroran photo by David Falconer

Council denies waiving
fees for Jazz Fest

By Brock Weir

This year's Aurora Jazz+ Festival will
go ahead at Town Park this year, as in
the past four - but unlike previous years,
fees for the park will not be waived by
the Town. 

Councillors made their final decision
not to waive the $1,300 in fees, as
requested by the Aurora Festival of the
Arts (AFA), the non-profit behind the
Jazz Festival, after a lengthy discussion
last week. The vote was 5-4 against the
waiver, with Councillors Chris Ballard,
Wendy Gaertner, John Gallo, and
Sandra Humfryes supporting the
request.

The discussion was a continuation
of the debate which took place at the

committee level last week, where
Council voted to grant the AFA services
in kind - such as signage and online
advertising - and not the waiver of fees. 

This was the recommendation that
came to Council last Tuesday, but dis-
cussion stemmed from a motion put for-
ward by Councillor Gallo to re-instate
the waiver - and discussion ultimately
came down to support not just of the
Jazz Festival but of culture in Aurora
itself.

"[The Jazz Festival] merits the
Town's continued support," said
Councillor Gallo in favour of his motion.
"I think if we're allowing the organizers to
use the Town's logo, I think there should
be a contribution from the Town towards

Continued on page 20
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COMING EVENTS

TUESDAY, APRIL 17
"Toilet Paper Poetry", the April name

for the monthly gathering of local artists,
singers, and poets at Bonsai Hill, is host-
ed tonight by the tea shop (15263 Yonge
Street) at 7 p.m. This month's musicians
are Aaron Morris, the band Me & The
Infinite Lovely, Mark Manner, Justin
Tamane, Ryan Webb, and Jamie Persaud.
Poets on hand will be Bob Brook, Luleta
Brown, Deborah Campo, Stephanie
Davidson, Sterling Dillinger, Billy
Ferguson, Susana Lucia, Linda Squires,
Dierdre Tomlinson, and Malcolm Watts,
while newcomers will be invited to step up
to the open mike. Performances start at
7.15 p.m. Seating is limited. For more
information, call 905-751-0737.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL18
Bob McRoberts will lead a heritage

discussion entitled "Postcards of Old
Aurora: The McRoberts Collection" at the
Aurora Cultural Centre at 7 p.m. A digital
unveiling of his vast and unique collection
of local postcards, alongside current pho-
tos. Admission by donation is gratefully
received. Light refreshments are provid-
ed.

* * * *
The Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

hosts "Kids In Sport & Travel Landscapes"
a visual art exhibition featuring the art of
local photographer Julie Williams. The
exhibition runs through the end of June at
Whitchurch-Stouffville's municipal offices,
but this evening is the artists' opening
reception. Events get underway at 7 p.m.
For more information, contact Pretty In
Pictures at 905-642-7442.

FRIDAY, APRIL 20
The Aurora United Church will hold its

Spring Rummage sale today from 1- 8
p.m. with today being the individual sale.
Items include clothing, linen, books, toys,
and garage sale items. All proceeds fund
local charities and some charities
received leftover clothes filling their wish
lists for their clients free of charge. 

* * * *
Buster Keaton comes to Newmarket!

Treat yourself, your family and friends to a
night at the movies!  Well-known Toronto
organist William O'Meara will perform a
short organ recital and then accompany
the silent movie "The Cameraman" star-
ring Buster Keaton, at Trinity United
Church (Park and Main), Newmarket
tonight at 8 p.m. Mr. O'Meara will be
assisted by a projectionist with an authen-
tic projector, film reel and screen for the
enjoyment of all! Tickets are available by
calling the church office at 905-895-4851
($15 single, $10 student or $30 family).
Reception to follow.

SATURDAY, APRIL 21
The Aurora United Church continues

its Spring Rummage sale - this time its
bag sale - today from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.
Items include clothing, linen, books, toys,
and garage sale items. All proceeds fund
local charities and some charities
received leftover clothes filling their wish
lists for their clients free of charge.

* * * *
The York Region Food Network will

host the York Region Seedy Saturday
Garden Show at the Aurora Cultural
Centre (22 Church Street) from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. The event will include a seed
exchange, guest speakers, food demon-
strations, door prizes, and much more!
Come on out! Admission by donation. For
more information, contact
info@healthyfestivals.org or go to
w w w . h e a l t h y f e s t i v a l s . o r g /
events/seedy.aspx.

SUNDAY, APRIL 22
The Country Day School Performing

Arts Centre presents Runway To Spring
this afternoon from 1 to 4 p.m. A red car-
pet event, including a fashion show featur-
ing haute couture, upscale casual,
evening wear, street wear and more, all
proceeds raised will benefit the Easter
Seals' "Send a Kid to Camp" program.
The afternoon includes appetizers and
wine sampling tables, raffle prizes, silent
auction, and performances from The
Thursday Night Jam Band. Tickets are
$40 and available for purchase at
Lemonberry, The Gown, The One and
Only, and Injoy Boutique. Tickets are $45
at the door. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
Garden Aurora! The Aurora Garden

Club invites you to hear Koidu Sulev from
Richters Greenhouses speak about
Growing and Using Herbs. Meeting is at 8
p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North. Calling all
young Gardeners! Our unique and fun
youth group meets at 6.30 p.m. to design
a "Floral Clock" using plant materials.
Members, new members and guests are
welcome. Call 905-713-6660 for further
info.

FRIDAY, APRIL 27
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents

its latest concert in their Great Artists
piano series featuring Katherine Chi. Her
program will feature works by Ravel,
Chopin, and Beethoven. Tickets are $30
for adults and $25 for students up to 18
years and seniors. Doors open at 7 p.m.

with the concert getting underway at 8
p.m. For more information, contact the
Cultural Centre at 905-727-1818.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
2nd annual "I Love Rock 'n' Roll" din-

ner dance will be held at the Mansion (for-
merly Dinardo's) tonight. A website
www.iloverockandroll.ca is also up and
running for further information. Tickets are
available now by calling 905-727-8600
and expected to sell out fast so if you are
planning to attend and don't want to be
disappointed, get your tickets soon.

* * * * 
The Aurora Seniors' Centre will hold its

annual spring sale, including a white ele-
phant sale, a book area, and amazing
home baking. Members of the ASA's
sewing, wood shop and knitting groups
will also have their treasures for sale,
along with members of the Aurora
Farmers' Market. There is something spe-
cial for everyone.

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre proudly

presents the 4-member a capella group
Soul Influence with "A Musical African
Journey". A Pan-African celebration of
gospel sounds to mark their new CD
"GIGO". An amazing collection of four
voices - a perfect family night! Check
them out at www.soulinfluence.org.
Tickets: $20. Doors open at 7.30 p.m.;
concert at 8 p.m. Tickets available in
advance over the phone, or in person at
the Centre. 22 Church Street, Aurora;
wheelchair accessible at north 
entrance. For info, visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * * 
The Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum

presents History Hands On (H20) in
Spring today from 12 noon to 4 p.m. H2O
in Spring is a chance to really experience
life as it was more than 100 years ago!
Visit the Log Cabin and try your hand at
some Pioneer chores.  Help prepare
treats in the Farmhouse kitchen and
recite your lessons to the Schoolmaster in
the 19th century classroom.  Admission is
free, donations gratefully accepted. The
museum is located at 14732 Woodbine
Ave in Gormley. Call 905-727-8954.

* * * * 
Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School

will hold a rummage sale of miscella-
neous second-hand items today at the
school (39 Dunning Avenue) from 9 a.m.
until 12 noon. Fun ds raised from the rum-
mage sale will go towards school pro-
grams and local charities. To participate,
people are encouraged to drop off items
for the Rummage Sale between 3 p.m.
and 7 p.m. until April 20 in the school’s
front lobby. For more information, contact
the school at 905-727-3131.

TUESDAY, MAY 1
The Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary

School, formerly Aurora High School and
Aurora District High School, is celebrating
its 125 years at a Reunion on May 3 and
4, 2013.  If you would like to be a part of
the planning for this Reunion, please join
us at 7 p.m. tonight in the school's staff
room.

MAY 3 - 5
Merk Photography presents "Rooms

with a View", an annual exhibition of
works by local photographers at the
Aurora Cultural Centre (22 Church Street)
on Thursday and Friday (noon to 8 p.m.)
and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
opening night seminar will take place on
Thursday from 6.30 to 7.30 p.m., and tick-
ets, which includes food, beverages, loot

bags, and a draw prize ticket) are avail-
able for $10. Saturday will include a free
photography workshop from 2 p.m. to 3
p.m. featuring local 
photographers Ellen Cameron, Rob
Schuetze, and Karen Merk. For 
more information visit roomswith
aview.merkphotography.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 5
Aurora's St. Andrew's Presbyterian

Church hosts its Spring Indoor Vendor
Market today from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Local
vendors and artisans are all under one
roof with unique one-of-a-kind products
and services.  Jewellery, home ware,
foods, clothing, etc are just a few of the
items available.  Some local familiar
names are Twistt, Nady Dog Biscuits,
Pampered Chef, Creative Bears, R&J
Concepts, Simply Sweets by Patti and
many more.  Looking for that special
Mother's Day gift?  This is the perfect
place. Proceeds from the event go to local
charities. Vendors/Artisans.... book your
spot now.  905-841-2864.

MAY 5 - 6
The Town of Aurora and the Society of

York Region Artists (SOYRA) present
their 50th Annual Juried Art Show and
Sale this weekend at Aurora Town Hall.
Saturday's exhibition sale runs from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., while art lovers can come
by on Sunday from 10 a.m. through 4 pm.
For more information, call 905-726-4762.

SUNDAY, MAY 6
Aurora United Church Choirs,

Handbells, and a guest trumpet soloist,
are presenting "Last Night at the Proms"
on tonight at 7.30 in honour of the
Queen's Diamond Jubilee. Refreshments
to follow. Tickets at $15 available at the
Church, 15186 Yonge St , Aurora.

MONDAY, MAY 7
The Aurora Food Pantry hosts its

annual general meeting tonight at 7 p.m.
The meeting will take place at 7 p.m. at
the Aurora Food Pantry - 350 Industrial
Parkway South. All are welcome. For
more information, call 416-276-8749.

FRIDAY, MAY 25
Aurora's Trinity Anglican Church hosts

a concert featuring soprano Irene Ilic and
pianist Barry Peters tonight at 7.30 p.m. at
the Church, 79 Victoria Street. Tickets are
$20 with a reception to 
follow. For more information, call 905-830-
6932.

SATURDAY, MAY 26
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents

The Art of Tea, an elegant afternoon tea
and talk fundraising event on this after-
noon from 1 to 4 p.m. Certified tea som-
melier and culinary consultant Ingrid
Folkers will guide visitors in a tutored tast-
ing of teas and tea blends, all accompa-
nied by a sumptuous menu of finger sand-
wiches, sweets, fruit, scones, and
Devonshire cream. Tickets for the
fundraising event are $45 with all net pro-
ceeds benefiting programming at the
Centre. "Tea-fabulous" attire is encour-
aged - and welcomed. For more informa-
tion, contact the Centre at 905-713-1818.

SUNDAY, MAY 27
The 2012 Upper Canada Mall Easter

Seals 10k Run and 5k Run & Walk will
take place today in a new location - the
Newmarket Riverwalk Commons in
Downtown Newmarket and is expected to
draw nearly 1,000 participants. The new
venue located on Doug Duncan Drive
offers a beautiful, flat and scenic run
course through Fairy Lake Park and the
Tom Taylor Trail System. For more infor-
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FEBRUARY 9 - MAY 5
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Under

Sacred Skies; panoramic oil paintings by Michael
Fromowitz in the Great Hall Gallery. Continues
through until May 5; Gallery Hours Tuesday -
Saturday, 1 - 4 p.m. and during special events; free
admission. 22 Church Street; wheelchair accessible
at north entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818,
or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

APRIL 1 - APRIL 30
Artists from L'Arche Daybreak will mount their

exhibit With Our Own Hands at the Richmond Hill
Centre for the Performing Arts this month. The exhib-
it will be open Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. and one hour prior to all ticketed perform-
ances. The exhibit will be closed to the public on
Sundays unless a performance is taking place.
"Those with intellectual disabilities have been called
'artisans of the heart' by Jean Vanier," said Richmond
Hill artist and L'Arche supporter Jacquie Boughner in
a statement. "In this exhibition, the Daybreak artists
create works full of joy, life, and peace - a perspective
of the heart with which to view and engage the world
and society in which we live." For more information,
contact L'Arche Daybreak at 905-884-3454.

APRIL 11 - MAY 15
A Bereavement Support Group for adults experi-

encing the death of a loved one is again being offered
at the Aurora United Church for an eight week ses-
sion, from 7 to 9 p.m. beginning Wednesday, April 11
and ending May 30. There is no fee for this program.
It is non-denominational and is open to all in the com-
munity. For info call Paula at 905-727-2584 or email
bereavement@live.ca.

APRIL 13-28
Theatre Aurora presents "Harvey", Mary Chase's

1944 Pulitzer Prize winning play.  The story is about
a man whose best friend is Harvey-a six-foot, three-
and-one-half-inch tall invisible rabbit.  This is the final
show of the 2011-12 season. Directed by Reg
O'Brien and produced by Anne Currie-O'Brien, the
show runs April 13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22 (matinee), 25,
26, 27 28.  Curtain times are 8.00 p.m. with the mati-
nee at 2.00 p.m.  Visit the Theatre Aurora web-site
www.theatreaurora.com for further information.
Tickets are available on-line through the website, by
phone at 905-727-3669, by email at taboxof-
fice@bellnet.ca or in person at the Theatre.  Theatre
Aurora is located at 150 Henderson Drive, Aurora. 

ON NOW
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CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
The search is on for Aurora's new Citizen of the Year. The Town of

Aurora is now accepting nominations for the next outstanding Auroran to
succeed outgoing Citizen of the Year Jo-anne Spitzer to the post.
Nomination forms are available for download at www.aurora.ca
/aurora/citizenoftheyear. If you know an outstanding Auroran, and want
to nominate them for Citizen of the Year, nominees must be citizens 16
years of age or over. Current members of Council are ineligible for the
post. Nominations will be accepted from individual citizens, groups of cit-
izens, or organizations. Submitting a brief but detailed synopsis of their
nominee' activities in Aurora are encouraged and activities should "be of
an all-round community involvement in nature rather than one specific
item." The deadline for submissions is April 30 and the winner will
receive their award at a June Council meeting.

NEIGHBOURHOOD NETWORK
TREE PLANTING

Neighbourhood Network will host its third annual Tree Planting Day
for students this Saturday. Coinciding with National Volunteer Week,
“Planting a Future: Students for the Environment” will involve hundreds
of volunteers from 12 Aurora and Newmarket high schools planting trees
throughout Aurora, Newmarket, and East Gwillimbury. Six sites have
been chosen for planting, including the Nokiidaa Trail in north Aurora
near Yonge Street and St. John’s Sideroad. Events get underway
Saturday, April 21 at 10 a.m., wrapping up that afternoon. For more 
information, contact Neighbourhood Network’s Linda Potter at 
905-726-3737.

Briefly
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Top MS Fundraiser is “overwhelmed” 
by community support

By Brock Weir

Over 25,000 people in
Ontario will be warming up and
doing their stretches this week
in advance of the annual MS
Walk on Sunday. 

The event is taking place in
nearly 60 communities across
the province on April 22, and
while Aurora doesn't have a
MS Walk of its own - Aurora is
grouped in with Richmond Hill
and Thornhill at the walk at the
Elgin West Community Centre
- the Town will be well repre-
sented in Newmarket's event
by Leah Tallon-Sinclair. 

Described by MS Walk
organizers as a "top fundrais-
er", Ms. Sinclair, team captain
of "Maisie's Maidens", will lead
a group of over 20 friends and
family in the fight to conquer
multiple sclerosis.

Ms. Sinclair was diagnosed
with multiple sclerosis in 2003,
and from that moment, partici-
pating in the MS Walk was
something she said she just
had to do.

In her first year participating
in the event, she was simply
accompanied by a relatively
loose collection of friends, but
in the following year they
formed themselves into a team.

"After I was diagnosed, they
were helping support our
cause," Ms. Sinclair told The
Auroran. "We had a really large
team the first year - I think
about 32 people - but the num-
bers have dwindled a little bit."

This year, Maisie's Maidens
- so named by Ms. Sinclair's
husband after her own grand-
mother - aims to raise $6,000
for the MS Society of Canada.
She alone has a personal goal
of $3,000 and was just about to
cross that line at press time.

One can't be laid back to be
named a top fundraiser, and
Ms. Sinclair has sent out mes-
sages to key supporters, as
well as social networking sites
like Facebook to gather dona-
tions - and working at a dental

office keen to display your
pledge form certainly doesn't
hurt! Between 2004 and 2012,
Ms Sinclair has raised $52,886
for the MS Society. The team
itself has raised $65,670.57
since 2007. Four separate
fundraisers, which are currently
on the backburner, raised over
$16,000 in years past.

For Ms. Sinclair, being diag-
nosed with MS opened her
eyes to a world which she had
never really considered before.

"It's overwhelming," she
said. "It's like a Murphy's Law
kind of thing; once you find out
about MS it is everywhere. I
didn't really pay attention to MS
before and then when I was
diagnosed, it was like, 'Wow!
There are so many people
around me that have it I wasn't
aware of before.' I wasn't being
naive by any means, but there
were people coming out of the
woodwork. It was amazing how
many people were behind us
and the team and wanted to
support us."

Nearly 10 years later, Ms.
Sinclair said she is still "over-
whelmed" by the support and
resources out there, and in par-
ticular from the support
received by her family, friends,
boss, and co-workers. 

As a community, Ms.
Sinclair said she believes there
is a heightened awareness out
there of the disease because of
events like the MS Walk and
other programs hosted by the
Society. 

"It's such a crazy disease in
the fact that it doesn't affect
people the same way all the
time," she said. "People often
think, 'Really? You look fine,' but
there are things that go on
beyond closed doors that you
don't really see. It is interesting
to see that people are more
aware of what is going on out
there and act accordingly to
help us find a cure. 

"You have to be patient with
MS. It makes up its own mind
and there is no rhyme or rea-

son as for when things do or
don't happen. Over the years, I
have realised I used to push
myself and was fine and other
times I knew I had to slow
down. It's a learning process. 

"I would say it is a funny dis-
ease in the fact that it never
affects two people in the same
way. You just have to be aware
of what the symptoms can be
and don't overdo it."

Newmarket's MS walk will
take place at the Newmarket
Community Centre and Lions
Hall at 200 Doug Duncan
Drive. Sunday's check-in time is
8.30 a.m. with a start time of 
9.30. Both 5 km and 10 km
routes are offered. 

Although Ms. Sinclair said
Maisie's Maidens typically has
to contend with "crummy
weather" on the day of the
walk, she's optimistic they
might get lucky with the sun this

week. Regardless of the weath-
er, she said that each event is a
"blast" and it is nice to see
everybody for a few hours, walk
and eat, and enjoy the enter-
tainment.

"It's a lot of hard work," said
Ms. Sinclair of being a top
fundraiser. "You have to get
underway quickly. I usually start
around December because it is
a lot of asking and having to
basically ask for people's help
with no fees, donation. The first
year was not too bad, but in
years after that it is hard
because you don't want to dip
into the same pockets and you
have to find new ways to get
things donated. It's not impossi-
ble, and it is doable.  Ask your
family and friends to help too."

For more information on 
the MS Walk, visit
w w w . m s s o c i e t y . c a
/mswalk.

Aurora’s Leah Tallon-Sinclair, above, will lead the team Maisie’s Maidens this Sunday at the MS Walk in
Newmarket. Collectively, Maisie’s Maidens has raised $65,670.57 for the MS Society of Canada since
2007. Ms. Sinclair herself has collected nearly $53,000 for the charity since 2004.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Letters to the Editor

Brock’s Banter
By BROCK WEIR

100 Watts 
By CHRISTOPHER WATTS

It has been touch and go for the past few months, but the
plug has finally been pulled. 

Like Old Yeller, "culture" was finally taken outside behind
the barn and put out of its misery, or so we have been lead to
believe. 

"Culture" was pronounced "pretty much dead" in Aurora by
Councillor Gallo at last week's Council meeting after the Aurora
Jazz+ Festival was denied a waiver of park fees for the four
days they plan on using Town Park for its festivities.

The Jazz Festival issue seems to be a perennial favourite
amongst Council watchers when they come to the table to
hash out the regular issues of the use of the band shell, the
need for a second stage, its compatibility of the Festival with
the Market on the Saturday, and of course the need for a fence
around the park as a result of the on-site beer garden. 

These issues arise around this time every year when the
Festival - a cherished community entity to some and a favourite
whipping boy for others - starts to outline their plans for the
summer. Conflicts ultimately come up, there is discussion on
whether the conflict arises simply because of the people that
run it or whether there are genuine concerns. It was the same
in the previous Council and it is the same thing in this Council. 

Unfortunately, it seems last week that the regular hyperbole
that follows the Jazz Festival like a Mariachi Band, hit new and
astounding heights this week when after the motion put for-
ward to waive $1,300 in park fees for the Festival was declined
by Council, culture was pronounced dead. 

On top of being declared dead, it was suggested in that and
the previous meeting  that organizers take their business else-
where. This was an argument re-headed and served up again
as Cultural hash in several venues over the course of the
week. 

Regardless of what side of the issue you're on, the success
of the Aurora Jazz Festival is undeniable. The people that 
frequent it seem to love it, as do newcomers, and undoubted-
ly newcomers will continue to do with their recent plug in the
Festivals Ontario Guide. But for the people in this community  -
particularly at the Council table - who have appointed them-
selves the arbiters of taste to declare culture "dead" in Aurora
simply because Council decided not to waive a relatively
measly $1,300 for a highly successful jazz festival is presump-
tuous and could be very insulting to the people in this commu-
nity that might not be regulars of the jazz festival. 

This includes the poets, singers, and artists who regularly
meet at Bonsai Hill, the fundraisers who are working to expand
the art department at SAC, and the people that might be 
vocalizing at this very moment in preparation for the upcoming
Aurora Teen Idol competition. 

Considering some members of Council were recently
accused of essentially  taking the proverbial crowbar to the
kneecaps of "culture" Tonya Harding-style during the Cultural
Centre debacle, perhaps some people might find it astounding
that residents continue to write songs to express their love of
Canada, still find the frame of mind to quilt to express a mes-
sage, can still find churches at which to lend their voices to
raise funds for people and places and need, find the time to
mount productions like "Harvey" at Theatre Aurora and even
find time amid their busy student lives to paint, draw, and take
photographs, all while winning awards in the process. 

If Culture is dead, it is having a tremendous afterlife. 
It's a shame the Canadian Cultural institution that was

Leslie Nielsen is actually well and truly dead.  This would be
the perfect opportunity for another Mel Brooks collaboration in
"Culture: Dead and Loving It."

Culture is “dead”,
Long live Culture

To submit a letter to the editor please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com – deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m. 
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Arts and Culture in Aurora is dead.
Period.
That is if you believe Town Councillor John Gallo.
Councillor Gallo’s flair for the dramatic at council last week

subjugated rational debate with pettiness and hyperbole.
It’s disappointing that an elected official would chose to

insult the multitude of arts and cultural purveyors in our town
this way.

If Councillor Gallo stopped to check Aurora’s pulse he
would of course see the full gamut of arts and cultural 
activities that thrive here.  

I fully intend on both enjoying and contributing to them.
Councillor Gallo, on the other hand, is dead to me.

Follow Christopher on twitter@WattsTrending

During and after the First World War, local groups of Red Cross workers – including volunteers here in
Aurora – undertook a number of initiatives to raise funds, collect supplies, and boost the morale of men
and women serving overseas and, of course, their families. Above is a collection of plays that were
deemed “suitable for use in Junior Red Cross groups.” This particular volume, bearing the signatures of
D.A. Webster and Mabel Chappell included specific plays for performers aged  9-14, 8 – 12 (including “A
Wreath For Britannia” for Empire Day for a cast of 32), all the way up to “A Christmas Carol” featuring
roles for “four boys of 15 – 18, four girls of 15-18, and three children of 7-8”).

Photographs courtesy of the Aurora Historical Society.

Canadian Cancer Society thanks
donors and volunteers

To the editor:

On March 29 to April 1, over
250 volunteers with the Holland
River unit of the Canadian
Cancer Society donated their
time selling Hope Daffodils. 

Daffodils Days kicks-off
Cancer Awareness Month and
our annual Residential
Campaign - be sure to support
canvassers in your area!  If you
missed your flowers this year be
sure to pick-up a Daffodil Pin
from one of our coin boxes locat-

ed at many retailers across the
community.  

Aurora once again joined the
fight and almost twenty thou-
sand stems found a home. 

We could not do that without
the many volunteers who made
it happen. I asked a long-time
volunteer what motivates him, he
said "We've come a long way
since I lost my mother to cancer,
but we still have more work to do
- I can't wait to see the day we
beat cancer".

We would like to recognize all

the local businesses that opened
their doors to our volunteers to
make this a successful cam-
paign. We would also like to
make a special mention of
Skelton Truck lines that gener-
ously stored and refrigerated our
daffodils for the duration of the
campaign.  

Thank you to all our volun-
teers and donors. We hope that
this year will bring many new dis-
coveries in the fight against can-
cer.

Alex Reil, Manager
Holland River Unit
Canadian Cancer Society

Reader questions Rae’s letter
To the editor:

I must assume that Mr.
Bob Rae (Leader of the
Liberal Party of Canada)
was politically motivated
stating his opposite views
on the change to the Old
Age Security program, as
rational people have come
to recognize the validity for
it.

Of course, Mr. Rae is so
used to the creation of huge

deficits, that the reality of
what even the government
pensions can bear eludes
him.

Pensions are actuarially
based, longevity being a
prime factor and as people
live longer, government free-
be programs must also be
financially justified, hence
the change to the OAS.

Alex Vander Veen
Aurora

March 26:
N/S

1st - Carole Bell 
and Nan McLean

2nd - Simmo 
and Lisa Piil

3rd - Frank Lablans 
and Dennis McFadden

E/W
1st - Christine Woolley
and Carolyn Liddy
2nd - Melody Irving 

and Jeannine Mackie

3rd - Sandra Davey 
and Sylvia Thompson

April 2:
N/W

1st - Simmo 
and Lisa Piil

2nd - Kay Hack 
and Irene Kubica
3rd - Carole Bell 
and Nan McLean

E/W
Tied for 1st - 

Barbara Wittmer and Audrey
Robertson and Jeannine
Mackie and Melody Irving

2nd - Carolynn Liddy and
Irene Bogusky

Aurora Seniors Duplicate Bridge Results
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By STEPHEN SOMERVILLE

School Trustee
Appointment

Front Porch
Perspective

Two initiatives to better serve our veterans have been
recently announced. Canadians and the Government of
Canada have been clear: they want our veterans and our
men and women in uniform to receive the care, support and
recognition they earned in the service of their country.

Last week our government announced enhancements to
the minimum benefits paid under the Canadian Forces (CF)
Long Term Disability (LTD) program to medically released
CF personnel. With an investment of nearly $113 million,
these enhancements are now in line with the Earning Loss
Benefits (ELB) offered by Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) to
disabled veterans. 

Retroactive to October 3rd, 2011 our ill and injured vet-
erans will receive a minimum pre-tax income of $40,000 a
year while continuing to have access to vocational rehabili-
tation training. This financial support will help ill and injured
CF Veterans focus on what matters most - their wellness.

The CF LTD is a disability group insurance plan which
provides CF members with replacement income protection
if they are released from the CF for medical reasons, or take
a voluntary release but are deemed totally disabled. 

The enhancements to the plan will see an increase to
the minimum gross monthly benefit to 75% of the basic
salary rate of a Corporal, which is currently $4,554/month.

Previously, the minimum benefit calculation was based on
the salary rate of a senior private. In addition, the minimum
benefit for the Primary Reserve Force members on short-
term class of service who are medically released, or take a
voluntary release but qualify as being totally disabled will
increase to 75% of the deemed salary of $2,700/month
from the previously used $2,000/month rate.

These recent changes will not impact the premiums paid
by insured CF members. Retroactive payments will be
issued starting immediately. 

The Honourable Steven Blaney, Minister of Veterans
Affairs recently announced another component of the
"Cutting Red Tape for Veterans" initiative. With the new
changes, veterans will receive up-front payments for ground
maintenance and housekeeping services offered under the
Veterans Independence Program (VIP). Veterans will no
longer have to submit receipts for these two popular servic-
es. This eliminates cumbersome paperwork for veterans
and puts money into their hands faster, so they can remain
independent in their own homes.

The new payments will eliminate unnecessary paper-
work for approximately 100,000 Veterans and their families.
Once the changes are in effect, veterans who receive
grounds maintenance and housekeeping services through

VIP will no longer have to obtain, track and submit receipts
to receive the financial support they need. The payments
will be based on an individual's needs and the local going
rates for these services. Veterans will receive two payments
each year. 

By replacing multiple reimbursements with simple up-
front payments, Veterans Affairs Canada will ensure that
veterans will no longer face paying for expenses and being
out of pocket while waiting to be reimbursed. These
changes will also eliminate millions of transactions between
veterans and the department. 

Our Government is committed to cutting cumbersome
red tape to provide our veterans with the best possible serv-
ice. They served our country with pride and conviction so
we can live in a better world. By continuing to make
improvements in the way government delivers services to
our veterans, we are helping them to get the immediate
support they need and deserve.

Should you wish further information on veterans' servic-
es or any other issue, please do not hesitate contact my
office by phone at 905-953-7515, by email at
Lois.Brown@parl.gc.ca or in person at 16600 Bayview
Avenue, Suite 206, Newmarket. I can also be reached
through my website at www.loisbrown.ca. 

No doubt by now most of you will know that a couple of
weeks ago Aurora-King's new Trustee on the York Region
District School Board was named.

Mr. Peter Adams-Luchowski was appointed by the Board
over eighteen other candidates, including Aurora's Mr. Dave
Williams, who finished second in the last Trustee election.

A number of people - including yours truly - are shaking
their heads over why Mr. Adams-Luchowski, who currently
resides in Richmond Hill but is planning to move to King
Township, was appointed to fill a position to represent
Aurora-King's interests.

Don't get me wrong, based on what I have read, Mr.
Adams-Luchowski has an abundance of experience and
knowledge of the issues as he was a former Trustee in
Richmond Hill and he will more than likely serve us well.

However, a by-election should have been called to
replace the departing Mr. Gord Kerr, who resigned in
January. I also concur with Aurora Mayor Dawe's sentiments
expressed in this paper a few weeks ago when he stated
that "The second best thing, in my opinion, would be to
appoint the person who was clearly the second place per-
son. Mr. Williams was within 400 votes of winning. Granted,
there were only two candidates and he still garnered 6,000
votes."

Sure, a by-election could cost about $60,000 (my guess).
Based on 55,000 Aurora residents and 20,000 King resi-

dents, this works out to eighty cents per person; pretty
cheap price to pay for democracy.

With the term still having over two years to run, it doesn't
make sense to appoint someone, even if the appointed indi-
vidual has served as a Trustee in the past. 

If the term had only one year or less to go, then this
would be a plausible option. If that were the case, then
appointing someone would probably be a good idea, with
the proviso that the appointed person would first agree not
to run in the subsequent election. 

While I imagine that the learning curve is steep for the
first timers, with over two years left to go, there is at least
enough time to get in, become comfortable with the respon-
sibilities of the job, and make a contribution before the end
of the term.

This reminds me of the situation we had back in 2008
when then first term Aurora Councillor Grace Marsh
resigned her seat.

A special council meeting was called and the Council
declared Mrs. Marsh's seat vacant.

At that emergency meeting, Town Clerk Bob Panizza told
Council that they had three options. Councillors could vote
to appoint a person to Council, take the next finisher from
the last election or call a by-election.

A motion to fill the seat via a by-election was then defeat-
ed after a 4-4 vote. 

They then appointed John Gallo, who was the runner up
from the 2006 election. He finished ninth out of a crowded
field of twenty candidates in that election.  And he did
answer the bell when the election was actually called back
then - that has to be worth something, you would think.

The other issue here is that there should be some guide-
lines in place for Board Members. As it stands, the Board
has a couple of choices when a locally elected Trustee
resigns or is incapacitated.

I'm not talking about taking the power out of the hands of
the Board Trustees; they were elected by us to make deci-
sions, but having some guidelines would take the "immedi-
ate" short-term politics out of the equation. 

These different types of electoral permutations have lead
this writer to believe that some guidelines should be put in
place. 

How about in the circumstance where someone who
leaves in the first year of a four-year Trustee or Council man-
date, the next place finisher is appointed. For someone who
leaves after year one but before year three, a by-election is
held. For a resignation in the last year of a four-year term,
then appoint someone, with the proviso that this person can-
not seek the same office in the next election.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Lois Brown Improving Services 
for Our VeteransBy LOIS BROWN 

MP Newmarket-Aurora 
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

SHOES

STYLE MADE COMFORTABLE.

Raz & Mae Khamissa, owners of Omar Shoes

14800 Yonge St. • Aurora Shopping Centre • 905-727-9391 • www.omarsshoes.com

SHOES
EST. 1970

to come into Omars Shoes for       a consultation
with their friendly, informed staff. Omars has been fi tting shoes     
                                 from babies to adults, for over 40 years.

E MADE COMFOOOOOORRRRRRTAT BL

Latin Circle White

Latin Circle Platinum

Latin Palm Coral 

Latin Palm Black

Just add d Sun!Sun!

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

Chris Hrynyk 
Insurance Representative

For a free life insurance quote 
please visit

www.canadacoverage.com

Tel: 289-466-5196
chrynyk@monarchwealth.ca

www.monarchwealth.ca

Insurance Products 
Term Life • Whole Life 

• Critical Illness 
Disability • Segregated Funds

Mayor should publically apologise for "stupid and reckless" remark: Kean
To the editor:

I agree with former
council lor [Evelina]
MacEachern and her
comments regarding
Geoff Dawe's comment
at the March 27th
Council meeting.

For anyone to make a
comment like "And I've
stopped beating my wife"
is disgusting.

For a Mayor to make
such a stupid and reck-
less comment like that is
beyond an excuse. 

As a past Director of
the Women's Centre of
York Region I heard
many stor ies about
women in our community
who were beaten by
spouses or boyfr iends.
These women had to
take shelter from their

abusive partners yet our
Mayor can make a joke
about this crime. 

To make it worse not
one councillor called the
Mayor on the carpet to
ask for an apology. One
even laughed, as I guess
he too found it funny.
There should never be a
joke made about this or
anything else that could
put women at risk. This

type of so called humour
should not be tolerated
by anyone let alone our
elected officials.

The residents of
Aurora, especially
women deserve an apol-
ogy, not only from the
Mayor but from all of the
councillors who did not
call the Mayor to task.
The Council lor who
laughed should also pub-

licly apologize.
The Mayor should also

be forced to do volunteer
work for the Women's
Shelter and be forced to
sit in on a meeting to
understand that com-
ments l ike these are
wrong. 

Do not let this get

shoved under the carpet.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

(Editor’s note: for the
context of the Mayor’s
remark in question,
please see the bottom
of this page.)

"Ducks" thank Volunteers
To the editor:

National Volunteer
Week is a week-long cel-
ebration where
Canadians pause to
applaud hardworking vol-
unteers in their communi-
ties who suppor t many
worthwhile causes. 

This year, National
Volunteer Week will be
celebrated from April 15-
21, 2012. It provides an
opportunity to recognize
and honour the individu-
als who donate their time,
energy and skills to their
community because they
have a sincere desire to

make a difference. 
Ducks Unlimited

Canada (DUC) is incredi-
bly for tunate to count
6,600 dedicated people
as our volunteers. This
number has grown sub-
stantially since the first
handful of volunteers
established DUC almost
75 years ago to save
dwindling wetlands on the
d r o u g h t - s t r i c k e n
Canadian prairies. Since
then, we've built a strong
community of people with
varying interests, united
in a common purpose of
conserving wetlands for
waterfowl, other wildlife,

the environment and peo-
ple.

DUC salutes our volun-
teers for their dedication
to wetland conservation
and for inspir ing other
Canadians to help con-
serve wetland habitat
across this great country.
By conserving wetlands,
they are helping provide
essential habitat for thou-
sands of species of plants
and animals. These wet-
lands also help filter our
water, store harmful
greenhouse gasses and
moderate the effects of
flood, drought and ero-
sion. What's shocking is,

despite their many bene-
fits, Canada loses 80
acres of wetlands every
day. This is the equivalent
of about 45 soccer fields
every 24 hours.

To honour our volun-
teers during National
Volunteer Week, we have
created a volunteer
appreciation video espe-
cially for them. To view
the video - titled Our
Habitat Heroes: DUC's
Volunteers - visit
www.ducks.ca.

Tom Worden, President 
Ducks Unlimited
Canada

Demographics are changing
To the editor:

According to Statistics
Canada, it is a new frontier
for couples working and
earning an income now.
Women are not only catch-
ing up to making as much
as their husband's income;

but 31% of women are mak-
ing more than their hus-
band's income today.  In
1980, only 19% of women
contributed 40% or more of
total household income but
now 43% contribute this
amount of money for the
family's coffers.

Some men have had a
difficult time adjusting to
this trend, since they have
always considered them-
selves as the chief bread-
winner in the family.
However, new roles are
emerging for men such as
paternity leave now.  In the

future, the concept of the
couple may take on a new
identity.  Women are taking
on senior positions in edu-
cation, business, law, den-
tistry and medicine.

Jim Jackson
Aurora

Context of Mayor Dawe's "Wife" Comment
In light of the recent

controversy regarding
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe's
comment "I have also
stopped beating my wife,"
readers might be inter-
ested in reading the
remark in context. 

The comment was
made dur ing a heated
discussion over the terms
of reference agreed to by
the Town of Aurora and
the board of the Aurora
Cultural Centre for a
negotiating group to
develop a new contract. 

It came about during a
verbal volley between the
Mayor and Council lor
Chris Ballard, who
argued that Council did
not give the Mayor or
Town Staff authorisation
to negotiate having a
Council presence on the
Board of the Cultural
Centre and to participate
in the Town's budget
process.

BALLARD: I want
some assurances quite
frankly that the Aurora
Cultural Centre, given its
reticence ear ly on to
those two points was not
- how do I say this polite-
ly? - unduly influenced or
pressured to make those
two points agreed to at
this point. Can I have
your assurance that they
were not pressured to do
that, that they came to
the agreement to include
these two points in this
willingly?

DAWE : I don't think
that is an appropr iate
question, sir.

B: I believe it is. I have
asked it. How did we get
to having these two
points included? Because
they clearly didn't want
them all along, and then
they are suddenly in.

D: They are in the
Novita Repor t, i f  you
recall reading that.

B: I read that many,
many times.

D: Then you'll agree
with it.

B: No. What I am
telling you is the Mayor
and Staff who set these
terms of reference up did
not have any direction
from us to include those
right up front. They were
part of what was to be
negotiated. They were
identif ied in the Mar
repor t and I 'm con-
cerned. How did they
suddenly get in, the most

contentious points?
D: I'll quote from Mr.

Garbe's report that the
board "approves the
terms of reference for the
ad hoc committee." They
have approved it. They
didn't have to approve it.

B: Well, they didn't
have to approve it, and
I'm obviously not going to
get any assurances there
was no undue pressure
applied, but I have my
concerns.

D: I have also stopped
beating my wife.
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If you suffer from Arthritis
you need to be aware of
exciting new discoveries that
can  prevent years of  pain,
suffering , immobility and
frustration.

You may have told your
doctor you  suffer  with  one
or more of the following: sore,
stiff  knees,  painful achy
hips, low back pain, mid back
pain, neck stiffness or pain,
hand or finger stiffness and
soreness, shoulder pain or
elbow pain. 

You may  find that your
pain or stiffness  affects your
work,  housekeeping,  leisure
activities, exercise, sports or
other activities.  

You go to the drug store
or to your doctor and get  pills
to help relieve your pain. But
you find the pain keeps com-
ing back.   So you go back,
again and again, and get the
same or different drugs to
make you feel better.  You
doctor may eventually say...
“I’ve done all I can do -  use
the drugs to cope with the
pain”  Alternatively, the doctor
may refer you to a specialist
who may tell you that surgery
is needed or is an option for
you. 

However, many people
are  hesitant to have surgery
given its invasive nature.  It is
important to know that
although surgery is some-
times necessary, it is consid-
ered a last resort in most
cases.   

You are likely frustrated by
having to suffer with the
come and go pain but may
also be concerned on your
dependency on the pills and
their possible side effects.
You may have heard that
there are serious health risks
associated with chronic use
(or overuse ) of pain pills or
anti-inflammatory drugs that
include damage to the  liver,
kidneys and gut.   

Although the pain killing or
anti-inflammatory drugs are
designed to numb the pain
they do not correct the under-
lying root causes of the pain.
The most common underly-
ing causes include nutritional
problems,  postural prob-
lems, infections, chemicals
and immune system prob-
lems.   

Medical doctors largely
focus on medications to give
relief  but sufferers need to be
aware that there are addition-

al choices available for many
cases of  arthritis that are
effective, modern, natural
and safe. These approaches
have helped many sufferers
change their life forever. 

To help sufferers an
upcoming workshop is being
provided on Arthritis relief.
This eye opening information
has helped countless suffer-
ers to feel better, have more
mobility, increased flexibility
and vastly improved function.  

Many sufferers have
found the information has led
them to  remarkable improve-
ments in performing daily
activities that include sports
and athletics, leisure activi-
ties, housekeeping tasks,
work duties and taking care
of  their kids.  In many cases,
sufferers have found that they
been able to avoid unneces-
sary surgery.

As a community service
this workshop is free.

The workshop will be held
on  Wed Apr  25 from 7:30
pm – 9:00 pm. At the King
West Wellness Centre 141
King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond
Hill. Seating is limited. To
make reservations call (877)
334 -2785 

Arthritis: Lasting relief 
without Drugs or Surgery  

Advertorial

WHEN IT DOESN'T BELONG
IT STANDS OUT.

© Tim Hortons, 2010

Tim Hortons wants to get together with you to clean up our neighbourhood

and put litter in its place. Because it’s not just any community, it’s our

community. So come out and join us on Saturday, April 28th from 9am -

12noon for the Mayor's Anti-Litter Day.  To register and for more information,

please contact Info Aurora 905-727-8214 or infoaurora@aurora.ca.

Marlene MacPherson of Marlene’s Meal Makeovers, with her daughter Dakota
will be participating in the Annual A&B Courier Run/Walk for Southlake
Regional Health Centre on April 29, despite a second cancer diagnosis.

Cooking for prevention,
running for a cure

By Wendy Soloduik

Marlene MacPherson’s
courage is contagious; her can-
cer isn’t.

MacPherson, a 46-year old
York Region resident, is fighting
a stage 3 breast cancer diagno-
sis with running shoes and a
fully stocked kitchen. 

Prior to her first diagnosis in
2008, MacPherson worked at a
boardroom table. She now
does business from her kitchen
table – quitting her job as an
executive vice-president to
develop Marlene’s Meal
Makeovers, a television show
and cookbook franchise dedi-
cated to teaching families how
to prepare healthy meals and
stay in control of their health.

MacPherson, who is now
working on a children’s version
of her sold-out cookbook,
“Cook Once, Prepare Twice”,
says she is inspired by her
daughter Dakota, 7, and stress-
es the importance of develop-
ing healthy eating habits early
on.

“We mentor our children in
the kitchen and around food so
it is important to demonstrate
this life skill early on,” said
MacPherson. “Our home is a
school so what are we teach-
ing? This is what we need to
remember!”

Proceeds from
MacPherson’s cookbooks sup-

port various local and national
charities, including Southlake
Regional Health Centre’s
maternal childcare program.

“I know what it is like to fre-
quently receive needles and
battle a disease as part of your
daily life, but can you imagine
doing this as a small child? I
decided to donate the proceeds
for this book to our pediatric
facility at Southlake which is the
second largest of its kind in
Ontario,” MacPherson told the
Auroran.

Despite a second diagnosis
of cancer in 2010, MacPherson
plans to run in the A&B Courier
Run or Walk for Southlake
Regional Health Centre, the
hospital where she receives
cancer treatment, on April 29.

MacPherson’s team, com-
prised of members of “LIPS”
(Ladies in Philanthropy for
Southlake) – of which
MacPherson is a founding
member – hopes to raise
$10,000 for the hospital,
towards the purchase an MRI
machine.

MacPherson also took part
in the Run in 2009, one month
after her first chemotherapy
treatment.

“I began running with a
friend, Paula More – who is run-
ning with me again on my team
– and the Southlake race was
my first; I needed to find some-
thing I could take control and

win at...crossing a finishing line
and moving ahead has been
my goal ever since,” said
MacPherson.

Dakota is also involved in
the Run, and plans to run in the
kids’ mini mile.

“Dakota understands that
not only good food choices but
physical activity is important
and I want to make sure I send
her on a path of success and
good foundation,” said
MacPherson. “Dakota will have
to face being examined due to
her mother's history with the
disease, but I know that her
beginnings and how she lives
her life will change her outcome
for the better.”

MacPherson has this to say
to other cancer patients:
“Cancer patients can lead nor-
mal lives in our community and
many people we meet don't
even know what we are bat-
tling...but all of that is possible
because of our community hos-
pital and all of the resources
and for this we should never for-
get and continue to make a
pledge to support,”

To pledge Marlene
MacPherson in the A&B
Courier Run go to
www.runforsouthlake.ca  

For recipe ideas or more
information on Marlene’s Meal
Makovers visit
www.marlenesmealmakeovers
.com

SA sells bracelets for 'A
Dollar a Day'

By Wendy Soloduik

When you're serious
about the relationship, you
offer jewelry.

And jewelry is exactly
what you'll get, in return for
supporting the Salvation
Army of Central York Region
(SA) in the month of May.

During "Red Shield
Month", SA volunteers will
be asking the residents of
Aurora - and all of Central
York Region - for a "Dollar a
Day." 

In exchange for a $31
donation, participants will be

given a white bracelet bear-
ing the Salvation Army logo,
and the words "A Dollar a
Day for the Month of May."
They will also be given a tax
receipt.

"[At] the Salvation Army,
we all know that Christmas
time is one of our 
biggest fundraising events," 
said Glennanne Phillips,
Community Relations
Representative for Central
York Salvation Army. "The
money from Christmas
funds programs all year
long. The other time of year
that we raise funds is in the

month of May. In the past we
have canvassed door-to-
door but have found this
less successful every year.
So this year, we are trying to
make more awareness of
“The Month of May”. 

"A few years ago, our
headquarters came out
[with] the campaign 'A Dollar
a Day for the Month of
May'...giving greater aware-
ness to The Salvation Army."

For more information visit
the Central York Salvation
Army at www.salvationarmy
centralyork.ca or call 
905- 895-6276.
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The Central Counties.  
Where you live is full  
of surprises.

You probably don’t know the name 

“Central Counties” yet. But you will.  

It’s the incredible tourist area right in  

your own backyard. And it’s full of 

surprises – from fabulous attractions, to 

superb local cuisine, to stunning outdoor 

experiences. And there are so many ways 

to explore it all.

The Central Counties are a getaway like no 

other. A stone’s throw from Toronto, and a 

short trip from just about anywhere else.

CentralCounties.ca

ARTS & HERITAGE OUTDOORS LOCAL CUISINE ATTRACTIONSGOLF

Some secrets are 
meant to be shared

Santa’s still coming, but where will he go?
By Brock Weir

There's never any doubt
Santa Claus is coming to Town,
but just how he gets through
Town may be up in the air
before he comes down for a
landing.

Santa could be making a
detour on his usual parade
route this year if the York
Regional Police get their way.
The York Regional Police earlier
this year asked the Town to con-
sider an alternate route for its
annual Santa Under the Stars

Parade.
In their letter to the Town, the

Police suggested an alternate
route to the parade - which tra-
ditionally begins on Yonge
Street at Orchard Heights
Boulevard before ending at
Henderson Drive - in the inter-
ests of traffic flow, public safety,
and parking - particularly in the
neighbourhoods that bookend
the route such as the Old Yonge
Street neighbourhood and the
commercial areas of Engelhard
Drive and Edward Street in the
south. 

"[The parade] cuts the Town
of Aurora in half for the better
part of a day," said the YRP.
"There are presently six routes
that intersect the Town that
would otherwise allow traffic to
flow from east to west, which is
cut off for hours at a time adding
to the heavy traffic congestion
aside from those residents com-
ing to the parade.

"The route also affects the
businesses sporadically
between St. John's Sideroad
and Orchard Heights as this
area is closed to any traffic from

[2 p.m.]. Some of these busi-
ness owners are quite vocal
about this closure."

What the police propose is a
new parade route on Wellington
Street travelling between Leslie
Street and Bayview Avenue.
This, they said, would offer bet-
ter traffic movement through the
Town, provide more parking to
parade goers, require less of a
police presence, and be a
potential boost to businesses
east of Yonge Street. 

The suggestion from the
YRP was considered at the

Parks and Recreation
Committee late last month and
the Committee's recommenda-
tion to Council to explore poten-
tial modifications with an eye on
maintaining "the heart of the
parade's route through Aurora
on Yonge Street" was passed
last week.

According to Al Downey,
Aurora's director of Parks and
Recreation, his team has looked
at the possibility of a Wellington
Street route, but it just doesn't
work.

"The drawbacks of the
Wellington Street proposal are
that it takes it off the main street
and that doesn't seem to be the
desire of the committee and it is
not the desire of staff. The
parade route that they are sug-
gesting goes through a less
than desirable location with
regards to people getting to the
parade. 

"It has primarily open space,
major commercial, and very few
residential in the area, so every-
one from the residential commu-
nity has to come to that area.
The beauty of Yonge Street is
that we're going right through
the heart of Aurora, very close
for people to walk, or drive a
short distance, and be able to be
on the parade route. That is not
as easy on the Wellington Street
proposal."

While they may not have
leapt at the suggestion to run
the parade along Wellington,
one member of the committee
did find a silver lining in the sug-
gestion. For Councillor Chris
Ballard, it could reflect the

changing geography of Aurora.
"I think from a community

involvement perspective, it may
be a good idea to either alter-
nate the route or seriously look
at a new route to better engage
some Aurora residents who live
more in the northeast area of
Town," Councillor Ballard told
The Auroran. "I don't have any
problems along Wellington per
se, but Yonge Street has done
us well. 

"There's a good place to
start, and a good place to stop,
so I am somewhat route neutral.
I think if anything I would be apt
to move not so much for per-
ceived concerns as can we get
more people out? For years the
only main street in Aurora was
north/south and that was Yonge
Street, but Aurora has grown
and changed and the population
shift is moving northeast and
perhaps the parade should be in
that neck of the woods or closer
to that area which I guess is now
the geographic centre of Town."

Regardless of the final rec-
ommendation that ultimately
makes its way across the
Council table, Mr. Downey said
he is hopeful both the Town and
Police can work together to
resolve any outstanding issues
and concerns. 

"I can't say I have a solution
right now, other than it is going to
take some additional communi-
cations," he said. "There seems
to be a lot of issues around the
north end of the parade route
rather than the south so we're
going to try and do something to
address that."

Volunteers from the Aurora Farmers’ Market – including, from left, Myla, Hayley, Chloe, Kristina, Anna,
and Hunter – dusted off their paint jars and brushes to bring to life the Farmers’ Market logo on a dis-
play banner. Organizers are now putting the finishing touches on the new Market season, which opens
Saturday, May 5 at their regular Wells Street location, after a successful series of winter events at the
Aurora Cultural Centre. Auroran photo by David Falconer
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.
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15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store
www.thelightspot.ca

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Future of dog park could be clear next month
"Short of that, the other thing

we can do is ask people to fill in
an online survey or have some-
one actually stationed at the park
with a clip board and have them
filling out some information. The
problem with that is the accuracy
of that information."

One possible solution that
has been floated, however, is
making the dog park a subscrip-
tion based service. A problem
with that is the Town is trying to
keep costs incurred by the dog
park at a minimum and having it
be a volunteer-run facility. 

"I wouldn't really want to get
into subscription unless we got
into a situation where we were
elevating our operational costs to
it," said Mr. Downey. "The prob-
lem if you are going out there
today is it is not a very pleasant

place to be. We're looking for a lit-
tle higher ground if we possibly
can, something that is going to
dry out a little bit better and be a
little bit larger."

While the Town hasn't yet
identified any locations that could
be suitable, they had in the past
looked at the Anne Bartley Smith
lands, a wooded area in south
Aurora, as a possible location,
but their agreements with the
Ontario Heritage Trust did not
allow the use. 

"If you go to some other dog
parks, for instance, a new park in
Brampton, they have a park for
small dogs and a park for larger
dogs. Some people don't feel
comfortable letting their dog
loose in a park if there are
breeds of a certain kind or size
within the park."

By Brock Weir

A decision on the future of
Aurora's popular leash-free dog
park could become clearer as
early as next month. 

Options for the continuation,
organization, and perhaps even
relocation of the recreation area
for Aurora's dogs and the people
who love them, could be outlined
in a report to the Parks and
Recreation Advisory Committee
by Parks Manager Jim Tree in
May. 

Concerns about the dog park
have been ongoing almost since
its inception regarding just who
can - and should - take care of it. 

Last month, Councillor
Wendy Gaertner told The
Auroran the dog park was one of
those parks that had just "fallen
through the cracks" and that a full
evaluation was needed. 

The Town, she said, never
said it would take responsibility
for the park, and the greater
question that needed to be
addressed was whether a dog
park was wanted, if it served the
residents, or if it was catering to
residents that live beyond
Aurora.

"When the dog park was
originally envisioned, a commit-
tee [was to be] set up and there
was going to be an agreement
arrived at and signed by commit-
tee, but we still do not have an
agreement," said Al Downey,
Aurora's Director of Parks and
Recreation. "A draft agreement

is with our solicitor so we're get-
ting close to getting a mainte-
nance agreement with regards
to it."

According to Mr. Downey, his
department has fielded calls
regarding a number of outstand-
ing issues with the dog park,
ranging from additional ameni-
ties to the grounds located near
the extreme north end of
Industrial Parkway, including
benches and gates to simply
adding more mulch, and gener-
ally improving maintenance
issues.

"We get a lot of those issues
and we have also got issues with
regards to people not taking
away their dog waste, however
most of that has been resolved
with the placement of the green
bins. That used to be a big com-
plaint but [the green bins] helped
out with that."

As for whether or not the dog
park is a service offered to - and
ultimately used by - Aurorans is a
more difficult question to
address, he added. One sug-
gestion that will be coming for-
ward is sending out a survey to
all residents who have taken out
dog licenses asking what ameni-
ties and improvements they
would like to see in the park and
any outstanding concerns. 

This of course, only reaches
residents with licenses, so does
not go as far as determining the
number of Newmarket residents,
for instance, coming to let their
dogs roam free. 

Janice Morgante, Executive Director of Eating Disorders of York Region, received a plaque Friday from
MPP Frank Klees in recognition of the group’s recent grant of a $226,000 grant from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. As The Auroran reported last week, the grant will be given to Eating Disorders of York
Region over three years to create early intervention programs for eating disorders throughout York
Region. Auroran photo by David Falconer

By Brock Weir

Underperforming and
underused bus routes in
Aurora will soon be combined
into one large circuit following
public consultation by York
Region Transit. 

The two bus routes effect-
ed by this merger are Route
31 which serves north Aurora
in the Orchard Heights and
Aurora Heights neighbour-
hoods, and Route 31 which
travels the length of Industrial
Parkway with a loop around
St. John's Sideroad and
Bayview before heading back.
The two will be combined into

one circuitous route which will
cover much the same area,
according to Adrian Kawun,
Acting Manager of Service
Planning for the YRT and
VIVA.

"The main goals of the
2012 plan include restructur-
ing routes, strengthening the
grid network, matching levels
to meet demand, which in turn
improves service reliability,"
said Mr. Kawun. 

Reviewing ridership and
system performance were
keys in this plan, particularly
when it comes to the amount
of Regional subsidies per rider
per trip. Some, he said, are

over four times the average
fair, with $10 subsidized per
rider on top of the regular fare.
During non-peak periods,
however, this can increase.
Their aim, he said, is to make
the regular site of empty buses
cruising around town a thing of
the past. 

Over the last 12 months,
the YRT have conducted an
increased level of public con-
sultation, which included 11
info sessions held in August
and September. This resulted
in receiving the feedback of
over 400 residents, as well as
colleges, universities and
other stakeholders.

"The routes are both very
poor performers from our per-
formance analysis and the
changes we are planning on
moving forward with is to
merge both routes into one,"
said Mr. Kawun on routes 31
and 34. "The majority of both
routes will be serviced, howev-
er, there will be one route now
operating both areas.

"In 31 and 34, the current
value as of 2011, the net cost
per passenger during rush
hour for route 31 was $10.22.
For Route 34, the average net
cost per passenger during
rush hour was approximately
$9.03. There are a few trips

which run outside the rush
hour and that is to accommo-
date some of the schools in
the area, and the net cost per
passenger for route 34 in the
non-rush hour is a total of
$49.10 per passenger."

An additional change will
be the change in Routes 22
and 22A to peak period routes.
Route 22 primarily serves King
Township with a direct service
for the Seneca King Campus,
but also serves Aurora riders in
its route along Bathurst Street
and Wellington. 22A travels
along Bloomington, north on
Yonge, to Newmarket's GO
Terminal on Eagle Street. 

"We are again looking to
improve our public and stake-
holder consultation," said Mr.
Kawun of next year's plans.
"We will be focusing on
assessments again for routes
that are three or four times the
cost per passenger."

One consultation was
already held earlier this month
at the Aurora Public Library. 

When Mr. Kawun brought
his plans to Council last week,
Councillors were cautious
about the route changes.
Councillor Wendy Gaertner,
for instance, questioned the
effects the changes would
have on disabled passengers,
particularly if it will result in
longer journey times for riders.

Councillor Michael
Thompson too had questions,
but his concerns lay with
ensuring residents received
adequate notification for route
changes that will affect them.

Mr. Kawun said the YRT has a
communications strategy
when it comes to restructuring
and such methods include a
mail drop and actually station-
ing themselves on the bus to
inform users directly.

With regards to the rising
cost per rider compared to the
actual fare paid, however,
Councillor Evelyn Buck ques-
tioned when it would ever be
time to throw in the towel. 

"In my observations of the
buses trundling around
Aurora, I have never seen one
packed. I have seen them
empty, but I have never seen
one full of passengers," she
said.  "It strikes me there has
to be a point when you come
to terms with that realisation
that it is costing far too much
and there are not enough off-
setting benefits to justify it."

According to Mr. Kawun,
however, up to three percent
of York Region residents are
regular users of the public
transportation system. Higher
population densities in the
southern tier of the region,
however, results in a much
higher ridership. 

"As for where do we stop,
one of our recommendations
last year before we presented
the 2012 service plan was cut
Route 34 completely," he said.
"[Feedback from residents]
urged us not to and that is why
we have an amalgamation of
the two routes in order to con-
tinue services where they
asked us to continue servic-
es."

YRT to merge two Aurora bus routes
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FAN MAN

 
Tuesday to–Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

www.thefanman.ca

Phone for an Appointment
Introducing Lavie by Design Interiors

Instock Inventory

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

insurance@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

NEXT COURSE STARTS 
MAY 5 – 2 WEEKENDS

905-726-4132

The Driver Training
Course that Helps

Parents Sleep
Nights!

Costs from defamation suit 
to be heard April 26

By Brock Weir

Full arguments for costs
resulting from former
Aurora mayor Phyllis
Morris' lawsuit against
three local bloggers,
among others, will now be
heard April 26. 

The motion for nearly
$40,000 in costs brought
forward by Bill Hogg and
Richard Johnson, two of
the three Aurora residents
named by Ms. Morris in her
$6 million defamation law-
suit, was scheduled to be
heard last week. It was ulti-
mately heard before
Superior Court Justice
Edward Belobaba on
Thursday morning, after a
slight delay from the slated
Wednesday start time. In
his ruling, Justice
Belobaba ruled that the
costs sought by Mr.
Johnson and Mr. Hogg for
their costs in Ms. Morris'
ultimately discontinued
lawsuit must be argued
before a master rather than
a judge.

It was clear at the outset
of Thursday's hearing that
this had been Justice
Belobaba's feeling all
along, but  he was pre-
pared to hear arguments to
the contrary by Jordan
Goldblatt (lawyer for Mr.
Hogg and Mr. Johnson)
and Ken Clark (for Ms.
Morris). 

"Superior court judges
should not do the work that
masters are allowed to do
and have jurisdiction to
do," said Justice

Belobaba. "If a motion can
be adjudicated by a mas-
ter, it must."

In speaking to Mr.
Goldblatt, Justice
Belobaba advised that he
might have "a better run" in
making his case for full
indemnity for Mr. Hogg and
Mr. Johnson before the
master. He added there
was a "pretty solid body of
law" that states that even if
one believes they have
been put through what they
think is a "wacky and com-
pletely unfair, unfounded,
so-called defamation
action", he could not think
of any case where full
indemnity had been 
awarded.

"The basic rule of
Canadian law is the most
you get from wacky people
and when wacky neigh-
bours sue you over crazy
lawsuits, the most you get
is partial indemnity," he
said of cases generally,
and not of Morris v.
Johnson in particular. "It's
the nature of our system.
You don't compensate for
the whole legal process."

During the hearing, Mr.
Goldblatt argued the costs
should be decided by a
judge because of ongoing
debate on whether a deci-
sion had been made
whether Ms. Morris' lawsuit
was SLAPP (Strategic
Lawsuit Against Public
Participation) litigation,
and a case study in British
Columbia was cited as a
basis in law to support
their claim. He argued that

there was also debate on
whether a prima facie case
for defamation had been
established 

Mr.  Clark, however, said
he couldn't see any reason
why the matter shouldn't
be argued before a master
rather than a judge, but
one thing he did agree with
Mr. Goldblatt in favour of
having it heard by the
judge was timing. He said it
had taken a long time to
get to this point, and
adjourning the matter
would mean having to
"traipse back to court for
the same matter. 

Ultimately after a dis-
cussion with the two par-
ties in a board room at the
University Avenue court
house, Justice Belobaba
ruled that the matter did
indeed need to be heard by
a master but because the
"motion has been in the
system for much too long"
he requested the matter be
expedited. 

"We obviously would
have preferred it to be

heard today, but we under-
stand the decision that
Justice Belobaba made,"
said Mr. Goldblatt. "We'll
still have our day in court in
front of a master and we
expect to succeed at that
point. We thought it was
appropriate to bring it
before a judge."

$500 in costs were
awarded for Thursday's
hearing. 

Mr. Johnson and Mr.
Hogg, along with fellow
resident Elizabeth
Bishenden, were served
with a lawsuit by Ms. Morris
in early October 2010 in
the final weeks of the
municipal election. Ms.
Morris argued that the
three had information that
would identify the anony-
mous individuals who left
comments on the Aurora
Citizen blog which, she
alleged, defamed her. This
was a claim strongly
denied. 

Ms. Bishenden has
since reached a private
settlement with Ms. Morris.

Governments need to step up fight against tree bug: Council
By Brock Weir

More needs to be done
locally and provincially to
help fight the affects of
the emerald ash borer. 

Council passed two
resolutions this week
which could see the Town
and the Province of
Ontario step up its efforts
to combat the borer, an
invasive insect which is
expected to kil l  the
majority of Aurora's ash
trees within the next two
decades.

So far, only one speci-
men of the bug has been
caught within Aurora - in
a pheromone trap set
near Bayview Avenue
and Stone Road - but
Council lor John Abel
argues if one is already
here there must be oth-
ers. 

That was part of the
basis to the motion he

put before Council lors
recently, calling on Town
Staff to draft a recovery
plan for the emerald ash
borer for Council's con-
sideration. Such a plan
would include options for
the removal and re-plant-
ing of trees, as well as
anything that can be
done to protect unaffect-
ed trees. 

"I think we have had
an opportunity to evalu-
ate from a number of
excellent sources the
effects that the infesta-
tion wil l cause to our
community and our sur-
rounding municipalities,"
said Councillor Abel. "We
also have a number of
municipalities that have
recovery plans and I
think it is incumbent on
us to take action and mit-
igate the effects that are
going to be borne on us. I
am looking forward to a

plan from our staff on
this.

"There are ways to
mitigate it as long as you
are prepared to take the
steps. Although we have
the emerald ash borer
here in Aurora, it has not
taken its effect, but it
soon will. To deny that it
is here is not the sort of
action I recommend we
do. That is why we need a
recovery plan that is
identifying the trees,
monitoring, and [outlin-
ing] ways to dispose and
replant."

The second item
passed by Council was a
resolution presented by
the Ontario Urban Forest
Council call ing on the
Federal and Provincial
government to play an
active role in urban
forestry. The draft resolu-
tion, which was submit-
ted to Council by

Council lor Sandra
Humfryes, calls on the
other levels of govern-
ment to "estab-
lish...funding assistance
to municipalities for the
control and management
of the emerald ash borer
- and any future signifi-
cant imported diseases -
as well as the creation
and funding of programs
designed to support the
ongoing sustainable
management of urban
forests."

Both items found sup-
port around the Council
table, but only the resolu-
tion to the Feds and
Ontario was of value to
Councillor Evelyn Buck. 

"Our staff have given
us a full report on how
our municipality has been
impacted, how we can
anticipate how it will be
impacted, and how much
it can cost to replace the

trees and eventually, as
far as is known at this
time, there is no process
to defend the trees
against this par ticular
bug," she said.

"Something may come
about in time and we
would be wise to keep
tabs on what might come
about, but at the moment
there is no process to

keep this thing from
attacking the ash trees.
At this time I don't see
any alternative to what
the staff has already
advised us that we take it
as it comes. There is no
amount of money we can
spend to defend these
trees at the time and
whatever we spent would
be a waste of money."
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Real Estate Insights
By STEFANI P. KONIDIS

Most of us when asked
will, without hesitation, say
that our home is our great-
est asset.  Why then, don’t
more of us own multiple
properties: we assume that
more properties mean
increased risk and financial
burden. We make this mis-
take because we don’t know
the difference between own-
ing principle residences and
owning income properties.  I
can explain.

We need to understand
about assets and liabilities.
An asset (as described by
Robert Kiyosaki of the Rich
Dad series) is simply ‘some-
thing that puts money into
your pocket’; a liability takes
money out of your pocket.
While I agree that a home
itself is a great investment
(of value to us when sold),
the mortgage for that home
is actually a liability. Even
when the mortgage is paid
off, there are still monthly
utilities, maintenance and
insurance costs.

Conversely, when you
own an Income Property,

your tenants pay the month-
ly bills.  When financing your
Income Property you should
endeavour to have your
mortgage, taxes and insur-
ance covered by your rental
income.  This home appears
in your ‘asset’ column
because its mortgage and
upkeep are not coming out
of your pocket!  Get it?

How can you afford to
finance a second property?
Equity.  As your principle
property increases in value
and your mortgage balance
reduces, you build Equity
(the value in your home not
owed on the mortgage)  In
the bank, your equity does
little to build your wealth, but
invested wisely in income
generating rental units, your
equity grows exponentially!

A great beginning for new
investors is to build a rental
suite in their own home.
This is a low cost, safe and
easy-to-manage way to
begin your income property
portfolio.  All or a portion of
your principle mortgage will
be paid for by your tenant,

transforming your principle
residence from a liability into
an income generating asset.

Don’t own a home?  Talk
to your mortgage broker
about the purchase of a
rental property.  There are
many different mortgage
products that can help you
with your first investment.
You can even use part of
your rental income from your
new property to help in the
financing. 

Leverage is the key to
real estate investment suc-
cess.  Unlike many other
investments, for which you
pay 100% of the cost of the
holding, real estate invest-
ment allows you to pay only
a small portion of its value
(your down payment) and
finance the rest.  Best of all,
when your property increas-
es in value, you retain 100%
of the profit.

So, what are you waiting
for?  If your home is your
greatest source of future
wealth, just think what your
future would look like if you
owned two or three or four…

Take another look at income properties

Start with building yourself a team!
Whether you are a first

time buyer or just haven't
traded in real estate in the
past several years, there
are several things to think
about when you have
decided it's time to make a
change in where you live.
In today's digital age, when
people get the itch to move,
most people start search-
ing the internet for their
dream home.  

The allure of the seem-
ingly endless supply of
carefully stylized photo-
graphs and perfectly cap-
tured sunsets is enough to
make the most realistic
buyer become an addicted
property voyeur.  

In as much as "MLSing"
has become a favorite pas-
time for many people, it is
designed to be a tool to
help buyers figure out what
homes are listed for in pre-
ferred neighbourhoods or
even cities outside of their
immediate area.  Moreover,
it can help a potential buyer
connect to real estate pro-
fessionals in neighbour-
hoods that are of interest.

Real Estate Sales
Representatives

It goes without saying
that when buying a home
there will most likely be a
Real Estate Sales
Representative involved at
some point during the
process. Whether they are
representing the seller or
possibly hosting an open
house at a property that
has caught your eye, an
experienced and knowl-
edgeable Real Estate
Sales Representative, is
immersed in the real estate
market every day.   

Partnering with a Buyer
Agent early on in your
search is essential.  A
Buyer Agent will help you
navigate through the vari-
ables that will, without a
doubt, need to be managed
carefully and with experi-
ence.  It is the role of a
Buyer Agent to help you
connect-the-dots and tran-
sition you through the
steps of:

1. Finding an ideal loca-
tion that fits with your budg-
et and meets the lifestyle
needs of your family.

2. Keep you informed of
recent market activity and
help determine property
values, with regards to
area influences, future
development or proposed
neighbourhood changes.

3. Becoming educated
on the contracts, terms and
conditions of the various
documents.

4. Obtaining all relevant
information about the prop-
erty of interest.

Mortgage 
Professional

Unless you are paying
cash for your property,
there will be a mortgage
company required to
underwrite your purchase.
Going to your personal
bank for approval before
you begin your search is an
absolute must.  A Real
Estate Sales
Representative will likely
ask you if this process has
already taken place before
even showing you one
property.  This gives you a
firm idea of what you can
afford, but also helps you
decide what price point you
feel most comfortable at.  

Once you have found
your dream home, you will
likely have a condition for
approximately five busi-
ness days on obtaining sat-
isfactory financing for that
particular property.  Some
people will shop this
around with a Mortgage
Broker, who has access to
many lenders and can
often find very attractive
deals.  It is often during this
period that a bank will send
an appraiser to evaluate
the property you are hop-
ing to buy.  

Real Estate Lawyer
Finding a trusted

Ontario Real Estate
Lawyer is essential as your
lawyer will close your
house purchase and make
sure all transfers of monies
take place.  Before retain-

ing a lawyer, ask for a
breakdown of fees, dis-
bursements and mortgage
work.  The lawyer's dis-
bursements can include
things like photocopies, tax
certificates, zoning clear-
ance and work orders,
couriers, registering of the
deed and mortgages,
searching executions,
mortgage schedules, sta-
tus certificates (for condo-
miniums) and other inci-
dentals.  

Moreover, the statement
of adjustments is prepared
by the lawyer as well and
includes:

1. The balance of the
purchase price, which is
the difference between the
sale price and the amount
of the deposit which is held
by Listing Broker's office.

2. Property taxes will
sometimes need to be
adjusted to the actual date
of closing.  

3.  If a property is heat-
ed by oil (and many rural
properties are) then this
may need to be adjusted at
the time of closing as well.

4. Utilities and natural
gas are metered and are
read on closing and the
Seller is responsible for
them up to closing date.

Accountant
Make sure you consult

with your accountant
before you purchase a
home, particularly if you
run a small business from
your current home.  An
accountant will offer guid-
ance on what tax savings
may be considered as well
as any moving expenses to
track.

Insurance Broker
Ever since September

11, 2001, insurance com-
panies have been shedding
risky (in their opinion) poli-
cies.  In some parts of the
country the age and type of
structure have become an
issue. In addition, buyers
should be aware of the fol-
lowing: 

It’s time to move…but first 

1.  Knob and Tube or un-
grounded  wiring. 

2. Hydro service that is
on fuse service instead of
breakers, as well as 60
Amp instead of 100 Amp
service

3. Oil tanks that are not
up to TSSA (Technical
Standards and Safety
Association) standards or
that are buried.

Building Inspector
Your first call after mak-

ing a conditional deal needs
to be to book a building
inspection.  Some Buyers in
heated markets are doing
an inspection on a property
before they even present an
offer and this is something
to discuss with your Buyer
Agent.

A building inspection
lasts approximately 2-4 hrs

depending on the size or the
property.  Your Buyer Agent will
have to be
present for the entire period

but you can decide how
involved you would like to be in
this process.  I like to tell my
clients to consider your build-
ing inspection as your inter-
view period where you can find
out the most about the proper-
ty before you actually take the

job!
If you are purchasing a

rural property that is on well
and septic, you will want to
order a separate septic
inspection and possibly a flow
rate test for the well.  Buyers in
urban areas need to concern
themselves with termite
inspections in certain neigh-
bourhoods and there are
experts that can be called.

Advertorial
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Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 

E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. kaitlingroup.com
For more information visit our website at

All suites include expansive Balconies or Terraces
DOWNTOWN AURORA

call 905-503-2063
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GRAND OPENING
NOW OPEN

 from
$299,990

Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.
Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm. 
Friday by appointment. Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm

Bringing Design to Life

By JANICE CLEMENTS

Preparing Your Home for Sale – Stage 3: Staging
When discussing the last

of the three steps in preparing
your home for sale, I could go
on for days about the proven
benefits of staging your home
and the statistics that demon-
strate a properly staged home
will sell faster and for more
money than a home that 
is not.

I could bore you to tears
with how to place your furni-
ture just so, and why indigo
blue is not a colour you want
on the walls of your family

room when you’re selling your
home, but I won’t.

In the end, a few hours
with a good stager will help
you determine what furniture
should stay and what should
go, what elements of your
space you need to change
and what works just as it is.
Staging is a process that is as
individual as the house itself.

What I will tell you is that
there are two major things you
can do to significantly improve
the odds of selling your home

quickly and at the best price
possible.  

The first, de-personalizing,
will go a long way to making
your realtor’s work more effi-
cient and effective.  

The second, creating an
experience will help potential
buyers connect with your
home.

If you’re like me, over the
years you’ve squirreled away
just enough stuff to make your
space comfortable and famil-
iar.  You’ve surrounded your-

self with wonderful personal
belongings that tell people
who you are.  

Whether it’s a collection of
antique china, the stuffed ani-
mals on the spare bed that
once was your child’s, or all
the family photos over your
fireplace, we all strive to make
our homes a reflection of our-
selves and of the life we’ve led
since we moved in.

After focusing on making
your house a home, you now
face the often difficult task of

ridding your space of all the
items that made it uniquely
yours – but you must do so in
order to prepare for the
prospect of someone else liv-
ing there.  

Stripping your home of
your personal touch is a very
important part of getting ready
to sell.

The reality is prospective
buyers going through your
home may not like what they
see, and for many homeown-
ers this can be a difficult pill to

swallow.  Your taste in décor,
the wall colour selections you
so painstakingly made and
the shag carpet for which you
searched high and low to give
your bedroom that je ne sais
quoi, simply might not appeal
to everyone.  

Your personal tastes – and
indeed your personal belong-
ings – often distract a buyer
from seeing your property as
somewhere they could picture
themselves living.  Such dis-

Continued on page 16

FOR SALESOLDSOLD A name you know...
people you trust!

Direct: 905-727-1961
info@susancowen.com

Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

York Group 

Top 1% in Canada
www.SusanCowen.com

you have to buy something!



Results to April 15, 2012

REP LEAGUE

Peewee RS - Aurora  6.  Richmond Hill  0.

Minor Midget AE - Aurora  3.  Richmond Hill  1. 

Minor Midget AE - Aurora  3.  Stouffville  2.

Aurora Minor
Hockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2012/2013 REGISTRATION

On-Line Registration begins: April 1, 2012

In-House Registration dates: April 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, May 2, 9, 15, 23, 30 
(6 – 9 pm) April 21, 28, May 5, 12 (10 am – 
1:00 pm)  AMHA Office at ACC1

Please refer to our website www.auroraminorhockey.net for further Rep tryouts policies and schedule.

Tryout Passports must be purchased prior to rep tryouts and can be purchased 
during the in-house registration dates.  Please refer to our websitewww.auroraminor
hockey.net  for Rep tryouts policies and schedule.

REGISTRATION fees for the 2012/2013 season are:

$530.00 Players born 1998 through 2006*

$565.00 Players born 1992 through 1997

$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2012

$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2012

$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*Tyke players born in 2005 and 2006 must submit a copy of a birth certificate.
It is recommended that 2006 players have either taken skating lessons or 

completed one year of Opti Hockey.

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.

Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

The payment schedule is posted on the website.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2012.

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for AAA or any 
AMHA rep team. AMHA tryouts begin April 28, 2012.

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players

who register on or before June 30, 2012.
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants.

905-727-3300 Week of April 17, 2012theauroran.com

SPORTS11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

KIA OF NEWMARKET

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

Proud in pink, the Stingers
aim to win one for Aurora

By Brock Weir

The Aurora Stingers U13-
Boys  are proud to be wear-
ing pink - and if they want to
stand out in the crowd, that's
a good way to start as they
aim to snag BMO's Team of
the Week Prize. 

The U13-T2 team have
been entered in the Bank of
Montreal's Team of the Week
Contest. The contest is open
to all youth soccer teams of
kids between the ages of 7 -
12. Successful teams will
have had demonstrated
team pride, team spirit, com-
munity commitment, and a
passion for the game,
according to BMO. The most
successful team will win
$125,000 to refurbish soccer
fields in their community. 

The team is proudly pic-
tured on the BMO website
wearing their pink jerseys
and their coach Dan Kagan
said in a statement online
that the team is "all about
heart."

"I have watched these
kids play with pride and
strive for excellence while
still maintaining the core of
what their team is about -
friendship," he said.

Fellow coach Tracy
Kagan, Dan's wife, is partic-
ularly proud of this team as
the very unique pink uni-
forms are a tribute to her.

"The boys have been

wearing pink in support of
breast cancer," Ms. Kagan
told The Auroran. "I was
diagnosed with that last year
and they are doing that for
me and other women that
are going through that. I
think it is wonderful.

"For 12 year old boys to
be wearing pink and be
proud of it, and to do this in
support of breast cancer, I
think is just wonderful. It
gives them an understanding
of breast cancer and just
having them support us.
They wear it with conviction
and I was very honoured
when I found out they were
going to do that."

The parents of the play-
ers have also enthusiastical-
ly joined the bandwagon to
help the team achieve their
ultimate goal. Ms. Kagan
explained that a secondary
initiative is every time a goal
is scored by a team member,
each parent is putting in a
dollar. Every dollar raised is
being donated to the
Canadian Cancer Society.

While the Aurora Stingers
U13 Boys clearly have
strong initiatives and the
clear backing of the people
that matter the most, one
thing which really sets the
team apart, according to Ms.
Kagan, is their spirit. The
team hasn't necessarily
been the most successful
club under the Aurora Youth

Soccer Club umbrella, but
that fact is not uppermost in
their minds.

"Everyone's happy and
parents are all happy, but
when you have a team that
doesn't win all the time - and
we have not been successful
in winning many games - the
boys gave it their all every
time and the parents were
very supportive as well as of
each other and the coach-
es," she said. "Unfortunately
when we have a team that is
not doing so well par-
ents...can just make things
unpleasant for kids, coach-
es, or the staff, but I think all
of our families are just there
for the kids to have fun and
be supportive."

If you would like to show
your own support for the
Aurora Stingers U-13 T2
boys in their quest to win the
BMO crown - and the
$125,000 prize for Aurora -
you can lend your voice to
the campaign by visiting
c o m m u n i -
ty.bmo.com/soccer/soccer-
team/aurora-stingers-u13-t2.

BMO continues to accept
nominations until July 13 and
weekly winners will be
announced between April 19
and July 25. The nation votes
for its ultimate winner
between August 13 and
August 27, and $125,000
prize will be awarded the
week of September 3.

AURORA STINGERS U13-T2 BOYS
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The New Balance KG633GG

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Celebrating our 42nd year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

This lightweight shoe is perfect for your child’s 
all-day play. Our staff has gone through in-depth 
training to ensure children’s feet are properly fitted for 
comfort and proper growth.

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

The New Balanc

r 

Raz and Mae Khamissa
 invite you  to come visit our staff 
                          who have  gone through 
                                in-depth training.

                                     Omars has been 
                                         fitting shoes from 
                                          babies to adults 
                                         for over 40 years.

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Athlete of the Week - Erik Balkovec
By Kevin Michie

The Auroran's Athlete
of the Week is Er ik
Balkovec.

The Grade 10 student
from St. Maximilian Kolbe
C.H.S. plays for the junior
hockey team and helped
the club win the Junior
Tier One York Region
Athletic Association
Championship by scoring
the game winning goal
over Bil l  Crothers S.S.
from Markham.

The six foot, 200
pound athlete is
described as the ultimate
team player.

"He kil ls penalties,
controls power plays,
leads through his actions
and makes big plays at
big t imes dur ing the
game," said the school. 

Erik is also counted on
to make big plays on his
club team, the Aurora
Tigers minor midget A
team. He helped enable
his club to advance to the
Silver Stick tournament
back in January by win-
ning the Owen Sound
qualifying tournament.

When not competing
on the ice, Erik is also
playing on his school’s
rugby, badminton and
soccer teams.

Outside of the St.
Maximilian Kolbe athletic
depar tment, Er ik is
described as a student
that possesses a "posi-
t ive att itude and hard
work ethic [which] also
translates to the class-

room, where Erik is a
responsible, above aver-
age student."

While still early in his
academic career, Erik is
interested in going to uni-
versity and, perhaps, tak-
ing architecture. He still

has, however, quite some
time to make up his mind.

Like any other teenag-
er, Erik will usually play
video games, hang out
with fr iends and occa-
sionally read when away
from the playing surface.

Victoria Street is best option for youth: Buck
By Brock Weir

Building a youth centre in
downtown Aurora that could
be shared with other pro-
grams would be Councillor
Evelyn Buck's ideal plan.

The  Councillor formal-
ized her vision last week with
two notices of motion. 

As the Auroran reported
last week, Councillor Buck
has proposed the demolition
of the old Aurora Public
Library Building and the for-
mer home of the Aurora
Seniors' Centre on  Victoria
Street with a new multi-
storey building which could
take it its place, funded from
a bank of funds generated
from the sale of Aurora

Hydro. 
If the motions are passed

in a few weeks time, Aurora
staff will prepare a "full com-
munity consultation" for the
use of all or a portion of the
funds from the sale of Aurora
Hydro - now standing at
approximately $33 million -
or something of "an appro-
priate use." The money from
the sale, she said, was made
to be used for "the greatest
benefit to the community." 

Staff could also be look-
ing at bringing forward a
decision to demolish the
Victoria Street Buildings just
north of the Aurora Cultural
Centre to address "inade-
quate space on land with
potential for many times the

floor area and sufficient
parking to accommodate 
all uses."

"During the 2000-2003
term of Council, a consultant
study on the former library
building on Victoria Street
determined a lack of viabili-
ty," said Councillor Buck in
her motion. "The building
had been replaced by a new
library facility. Parking was
insufficiently provided for the
new library which included
two meeting rooms.
Retaining the structure was
not recommended. 

"Since that time, the Town
has built a new Seniors'
Centre. The former facility
had served, first as a three
bay fire hall; vacated and

renovated and served sever-
al years as a seniors' facility
[and] decisions relating to
the disposition of these
buildings have now been
pending [for over] seven
years."

In consideration of this
plan, and the five other sug-
gestions for a youth centre,
there are diverging schools
of thought emerging.
Councillor John Abel, for
instance, said that while
Councillor Buck's idea was
interesting he couldn't see
the Victoria Street neigh-
bourhood as being able to
handle what could be a
potentially large increase in
traffic. 

In full support of the

motion, however, is
Councillor Sandra Humfryes.

"Obviously from the per-
spective of staff it isn't a
large enough site, but I
thought it would be a great
opportunity to have it right by
the Library and the Cultural

Centre, and perhaps we
could accommodate some
parking," she said. "Building
a new building versus an
existing one and the costs
associated with that, I am
really looking forward to all
that discussion." 

Team that bested Aurora takes OJHL Championship
By Kevin Michie

The Aurora Tigers can
now say that they were beat
by the best.

The Stouffville Spirit won
their first ever Frank
Buckland Trophy after
defeating the Whitby Fury in
game six of the Ontario
Junior A Hockey League
finals.

The Sprit started their
playoff run against the
Tigers, and after losing
game one in overtime, pro-
ceeding to eliminate the
Tigers with four straight
wins.

The Spirit then took on
the Newmarket Hurricanes,
who were widely considered
the best team in the OJHL.
The Spirit waged a hard
fought seven game war

against the Hurricanes, but
came out on top to advance
to the conference finals.

Stouffville met the
Georgetown Raiders in the
Northwest Conference
championship. The Raiders
were crowned regular sea-
son champions, and were
deemed to be, perhaps, the
second best team in the
playoffs.

Once again, the Spirit
would need seven games,
but again came out on top.

After the conference
championship, the Spirit
moved on to meet Whitby,
who were working on a
Cinderella story of their
own.

The Fury finished the
regular season in fourth
place in the OJHL East
Division.

The club defeated
Lindsay, Cobourg, Kingston
and then Toronto Lakeshore
en route to the finals.

Whitby boasted, per-
haps, the most interesting
player in the OJHL this sea-
son in Devin Shore.

The Whitby forward was
ranked number 58 among
North American skaters in
the NHL Central Scouting
final draft prospect rankings.
Shore was the highest rated
player in the entire
Canadian Junior A Hockey
League.

However, Stouffville also
had a player featured in the
final rankings from Central
Scouting with centreman
Drake Caggiula slotting in at
number 185. To go along
with his Central Scouting
accolades, Caggiula was

also named the OJHL play-
off MVP and finished the
playoff round with 37 points
in 23 games.

The Spirit will now move
on to compete for the
Dudley-Hewitt Cup, being
played this year in Thunder
Bay. The Spirit will be com-
peting against the host
Thunder Bay North Stars,
the SIJHL champion
Wisconsin Wilderness and
the NOJHL champion Soo
Thunderbirds.

The winner of the
Dudley-Hewitt Cup will
move on to compete for the
RBC Canadian Junior A
championship, this year
being held in Humboldt,
Saskatchewan.

The Tigers won the RBC
Championship in 2004 and
2007.

The Stouffville Spirit knocked the Aurora Tigers out
of the championships, seen above during game
four in their series, paving the way to 
victory.         Auroran photo by Kevin Michie



said Councillor Abel. "I think
we can do better. I was
thinking of somewhere
between Bayview and
Yonge Street along
Wellington, but where there
exists land is the question.

"I am leaning towards
the ALC rather than the
SARC. [With Foodland] I
don't think that is central
enough, but it sure has the
capabilities of handling 
traffic."

At the opposite end of
the spectrum is Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe.  His pre-
ferred option is the SARC,
although he concedes that
this location is not as cen-
trally located as the others.

The amenities it has on
site are beneficial, he said,
as well as potential "syner-
gies" that can be created
with the Salvation Army's
Northridge Community
Church which is slated to
be built on the adjoining lot. 

"It is on a major [transit]
route and [access] is one of
the things that has to be
investigated," said Mayor
Dawe. "If we're looking at
straight access, and I know
people talked about the old
IGA, which is, I think in the
long term [would be] one of
our most expensive
options. From a purely cen-
tralized location, the Family
Leisure Complex probably
makes the most sense but,
again, it is just my sense
that it works better at the
SARC."

Ahead of this week’s
meeting, Councillor
Michael Thompson was
also leaning towards the
SARC option. While he was
looking forward to seeing
remaining bits of informa-
tion like the costs and pro-
gramming, he said building
a youth centre there would
enhance the current facility.

“There’s an ease of
access, but I would like to
see improvements,” he
said. “If we are to develop it
as a great youth centre I

think there has been some
comments about local
bussing and access and
perhaps we can work
towards [improvements].”

That being said, howev-
er, he also wants further
discussion on Councillor
Buck’s notice of motion to
demolish buildings on
Victoria Street for a facility
that would work alongside
the Aurora Public Library
and Cultural Centre.

During the last discus-
sions on the Youth Centre
on March 27, Councillor
Paul Pirri indicated his sup-
port for a project at the old
Foodland. In terms of the
"possibilities" it can provide
the Town, he is still on that
wavelength, but would like
to see more options, includ-
ing a "Fab lab" where youth
can learn how to use tech-
nology to their best advan-
tage. 

"A lot of times students
will learn how to make
something with their hands,
which is great, or work out
a mathematical problem,
and I like people being able
to do some critical
thought," he said. "This is
integrating it into a fashion
that takes the new tech-
nologies that are emerging
into account. That is some-
thing I think would be fun
and unique and well utilized
by the youth in Aurora."

Regardless of what is
actually put into this youth
centre when it actually
comes to fruition,
Councillors Ballard and
Buck are less than enthusi-
astic about all the options
on the table. Since the idea
of the youth Centre
returned to the table in this
term of Council, Councillor
Ballard has continued to
question whether there is a
need for such a facility and
whether it would be used. A
"clear business plan" he
said has yet to be present-
ed.

"Whatever we do...has
to be built on a major trans-

portation corridor," he said.
"We can't stick it some-
where where it is going to
require mum and dad to
give you a lift up or a lift
back, or where kids will be
expected to...wait for bus
service that may not arrive.

"What I am concerned
about is [there] is not a
strong vision for a youth
centre. Is it a youth centre
or are we just adding
another community centre
under the guise of a youth
centre? Those have been
my concerns all along. I
have been convinced for a
long time that what we're
really being sold is a com-
munity facility under the
guise of a youth centre."

For Councillor Buck,
who has served notice to
investigate the demolition
of buildings on Victoria
Street to make way for a
building which could, in
part, be used by youth, the
other options on the table
missed the mark. 

The locations present-
ed, she said, were not
"realistic" and this opinion
is formed in part by the
experience Councillor
Wendy Gaertner had with
her Hot Spot youth centre
and funding, which even-
tually necessitated a
change in location before
it ultimately closed its
doors.

"You don't make it con-
venient for youth - and it
has to be convenient for
the whole area," said
Councillor Buck. "Youth
won't walk to to the SARC
that is almost the farthest
point east.

"[Youth] don't want to
be supervised by adults.
The kind of kids who
would agree to be super-
vised by adults don't real-
ly need a teen centre to
keep them out of trouble.
They're already par tici-
pating in all the other pro-
grams that are available."

Councillor Gaer tner
declined to comment.

16 - THE AURORAN, Week of April 17, 2012   

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

From page 1

Two options recommended
this week

tractions can make it difficult
for them to feel a connection
with the house.

De-personalize your home
by removing any and all (or at
least as many as possible)
personal photos, mono-
grammed items, kids’ trophies,
children’s artwork and draw-
ings on the fridge… anything
that indicates that your family
lives there.  

Taking the “you” out of your
home removes all emotion
and sentimentalism from your
property, allowing others to
connect themselves with your
space.  

Once your home is de-per-
sonalized, you need to “set the
stage” for it to be sold.  Create
an experience for people

viewing your property so that
they have an emotional reac-
tion to your home.  Doing so
will increase the chances that
a buyer will feel it is a space
they want to live in. 

Pay special attention to the
front entrance by making it
welcoming, open and bright.
A good …rather great first
impression is something no
one forgets.  

Make beds with serene,
relaxing linens so buyers find
a space they would want to
return to.  Ensuring the lights
throughout the house are on
will give a sunlit, warm impres-
sion of your home.  Putting on
some quiet music will go a
long way to making your
house more inviting and buy-
ing fresh flowers for a few of
the rooms will add colour and

life.  
I have even gone so far as

to bake some pre-mixed cook-
ies just prior to a showing to
ensure that sweet smells per-
meate the house.  There’s
nothing more inviting then the
smells of fresh baking!

Putting effort into creating
a cozy and inviting house that
is free from items that identify
you as the homeowner will
ensure that your space is
staged for the perfect buyer!

Janice Clements is a
Certified Interior Decorator,
President of Clements Interiors
and a member of CDECA.  Visit
her on the web at
www.clementsinteriors.com, or
follow her blog at
http://www.40somethingandcou
nting.blogspot.com/

Bringing Design to Life
By JANICE CLEMENTS

From page 13



 

 

 
 

 

Opening Day: May 5 

L  OCATION:  
Town Park & Wells Street  
64 Wells Street, Aurora 

All are welcome to experience this 
weekly community event that features 

a variety of vendors who offer 
fresh produce, plants & herbs, jams & 

preserves, meats, baked goods, delicious 
hot food and quality Artisan items. 

 
 

FOR MORE INFO, VISIT: 
theaurorafarmersmarket.com 

Every Special Event has FREE entertainment 
and children’s crafts: 

 

 May 5      - Opening Day: Dowsing Demo 
 June 23   - Strawberry Festival 
 July 7      - Artists in the Park/Kerry’s Place 
 July 14    - Doors Open Event  
 Aug. 11   - Senior’s Day 
 Aug. 25   - Council Corn Roast 
 Sept. 8     - Apples & Honey Fest 
 Oct. 6      - Thanksgiving  
 Oct. 27    - Pumpkin Fest 

 
 

-
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Hop over to "Harvey" at
Theatre Aurora

By Scott Johnston

Once again Theatre
Aurora has saved their best
production of the season for
last, with "Harvey" now
showing at the Factory
Theatre.

This amusing play written
by Mary Chase, tells the
story of Elwood P. Dowd, a
friendly and engaging soul
whose only quirk is that his
best friend is a six foot,
three and a half inch tall
invisible rabbit, or pooka,
named Harvey. 

Elwood's carefree atti-
tude and ability to befriend
anyone has a positive effect
on everyone he meets.
Unfortunately, his belea-
guered sister, Veta and her
daughter Myrtle Mae, have
had enough of having to
explain Harvey to their rap-
idly dwindling social circle.  

Something's got to give,
but what?   

There's a lot of Theatre
Aurora experience both in
front of and behind the cur-
tain on this well-paced pro-
duction, and it shows.  

For example, the set
changes, that require the

entire cast, provide enter-
tainment not only in the cho-
reography of 11 people
moving the well-designed
components around so
smoothly, but in doing so,
everyone stays in character.
Even Harvey chips in -
watch carefully for his par-
ticipation.

But best of all, the hus-
band and wife team of direc-
tor Reg O'Brien and produc-
er Anne Currie-O'Brien have
assembled a terrific team of
performers.

Ruth Bennett, and
Tamara Van Bakel, as long
suffering relatives Veta and
Myrtle Mae ably show their
horror and exasperation as
they try to cope with the
unexpected events that
unfold around them.

The clinical team, which
includes Kyle Dickie (Dr.
Sanderson) and Matthew
Jemmett (Duane Wilson) is
terrific.   Justine Scott
(Nurse Kelly), in her first role
at Theatre Aurora, is won-
derful, especially in her
unspoken reactions to
Elwood's attention.  Jamie
Hair (Dr. Chumley), and his
eventual transformation

from a man totally in charge
to one completely out of
control, is fun to watch. 

Theatre Aurora vets Sal
Aguila, Susan Lane, Zara
Stuart-Jones and Chuck
Therrien provide strong and
entertaining supporting
roles.

But the standout here is
Peter Shipston, channelling
Jimmy Stewart's movie ver-
sion of Elwood P. Dowd.    

His interactions with all of
the cast, and most particu-
larly his invisible co-star
Harvey, are a joy to watch.
You'll leave the theatre won-
dering why more people
don't adopt his calm, unhur-
ried, and upbeat view of the
world.  

This is a very entertain-
ing and enjoyable play with
many smiles and laugh out
loud moments.   

Hop on over to Theatre
Aurora and enjoy.

Evening performances of
"Harvey" continue at
Theatre Aurora, 150
Henderson Drive, April 19,
20, 21, 25, 26, 27 & 28 with
a matinee April 22.  Tickets
are available through the
box office at 905-727-3669.
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Arts & Culture

Stage company returns
with “Scottish Play”

By Brock Weir

The Humber River
Shakespeare Company is
making a return engage-
ment to Aurora this summer
with Macbeth, which will be
performed at Town Park on
the evening of July 14.

Their return to Aurora is
part of their summer touring
schedule which begins July
10 and runs through August
15 beginning at Dick's Dam
Park in Bolton before wrap-
ping up at Etobicoke's
Montgomery's Inn. 

This is the fifth season
for the Humber River
Shakespeare Company.

"Led by the prophecies of
witches, Macbeth conspires
with his wife on an ambi-

tious plot to rule the realm -
at any cost," said organiz-
ers. "His reign, baptized in
blood, spirals out of control
and Macbeth's deeds come
back to tear him down.
Tormented by visions and
guilt while the costs of his
crimes take their toll, what
fate awaits the former war
hero?"

This particular produc-
tion, according to artistic
producer Sara Moyle, focus-
es on, as in Shakespeare's
day, the actors and not elab-
orate sets.

"This allows us to have a
direct connection with our
audience and ensures that
theatre is affordable and
accessible to all," she said.

This production of

Macbeth, the company's
first tragedy, is directed by
Kevin Hammond, assistant
director at the Stratford
Festival, and the cast
includes Kanika Ambrose,
Steve Coombes, Shannon
Currie, Eli Ham, Sara Moyle,
Neil Silcox, and David Sklar.

The group previously
performed Charles Dickens'
A Christmas Carol in a sold
out production at the Aurora
Cultural Centre last holiday
season. 

The performance is set
to begin at 7 p.m. and while
admission is a pay-what-
you-can donation at the
park, a $15 donation is sug-
gested. For more informa-
tion visit humberrivershake-
speare.ca. 

Postcard Comets (a.k.a. singer-songwriter David Partridge) took to the stage
at the Aurora Cultural Centre on Saturday, along with Evolution and
Newmarket-based singer-actress Judy Marshak, for the finale in the 
schoolhouse concert series. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Elwood P. Dowd (Peter Shipston) can befriend anyone, as a stranger trying to
sell magazines over the phone quickly finds out in "Harvey" now playing at
Theatre Aurora. Auroran photo by David Falconer



18 - THE AURORAN, Week of April 17, 2012 

A & F Hair Elite
In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3
Tel: 905-727-6212

~Since 1970~

Next to No Frills

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!!

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!!PEGGY’S

Distinctive Ladies Fashions

Lease Expiry Sale
All Spring New Arrivals 

 OFF
while supplies last

St. Andrews Village, Aurora 905-727-0090
All Sales Final            www.peggysfashions.ca             All Sales Final

NOW 30%

$12.98 - 70% OFF 

SPANNER Spirit & Destination NOW 50% OFF
SEASONAL DESIGNER FASHIONS

12998 Keele Street at King Road, King City, Ontario

Hogan’s Inn

Check out our NEW LINE UP of BEER 
ON TAP in the Hunt Pub & in the Main 
Dining Room.
Hunt Pub NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

Mother’s
Spend

at Hogan’s

S U N D A Y  M A Y  1 3 T H
Call today for reservations

ROOF TOP AND COURTYARD PATIO NOW OPEN

Day

Hogan

  

n’s Inn

            

Postcards show the changing face of Aurora
By Brock Weir

When you ask former
deputy mayor Bob McRoberts
the simple question, 'Why do
you like to collect post cards?'
you get, of course, the simple
answer.

"I like to collect things," he
said.

However he got into the
habit, his post card collection
will be in the spotlight this
Wednesday, April 18 at the
Aurora Cultural Centre in the
presentation Postcards of Old
Aurora: The McRoberts
Collection. In this, the fourth
lecture in the Cultural Centre's
Heritage Series, Mr.
McRoberts will host the digital
unveiling of his "vast and
unique" collection of postcards
and illustrate how early
streetscapes depicted on them
are reflected today.

Mr. McRoberts said the
passion for amassing post
cards began with collecting
gum cards as a child.

"I foolishly sold those for
peanuts about 30 years ago,"
he said. "As my kids were
growing up, my interest in non-

sports cards grew. I have a
bunch.

"As a life-long Aurora resi-
dent, I've an interest in our
Town's history. It was not until
2005 that it hit me that I'd like
to combine my interest
through the collection of post-
cards in Aurora. Given the
scarcity of these cards I wish I
started years earlier."

It wasn't until he was asked
by the Aurora Cultural Centre
to prepare a presentation that
he thought it would be interest-
ing to show things from a
"then" and "now" perspective,
inspired by early heritage lec-
tures given by local historian
Jacqueline Stuart, to give the

audience some food for
thought. It makes it easier, he
said, to see what has and has
not changed.

"When my presentation is
over I hope that those present
are still awake (!), and have a
better understanding of how
parts of Aurora looked over
100 years ago, and have a
greater appreciation of our
local heritage," he said.

"Certainly not everything is
worth saving [but] at the same
time just because it is new
doesn't necessarily make it
better. I hope that folks gain a
small sense of what life in
Aurora might have been like a
century ago."

A 1906 postcard (left) of the Yonge and Wellington intersection looking south
is compared to how the busy traffic corridor appears today. Images like this,
both past and present, will be presented by Mr. McRoberts at the Aurora
Cultural Centre on Wednesday in his heritage lecture “Postcards of Old
Aurora: The McRoberts Collection.”

Local artist 
lets the music guide her

By Brock Weir

For some people, being car-
ried away by music is a way of to
wind down after a hard day, but
Aurora artist Denise "Pixie"
Fetherston has turned it into an
art form.

Fetherston is a featured artist
in the Aurora Cultural Centre's
exhibition "Where Legends Are
Made" featuring the carvings of
local artists Fred Ash and Bill
Pressmar. The exhibition runs in
the Centre's second floor Aurora
Gallery through May 5. When
she was approached by the
Cultural Centre to have some of
her work exhibited alongside the
carvings which depict cultural
traditions and traditional stories
of Canada's Inuit, Fetherston
said it was a "wonderful sur-
prise."

After a moment's hesitation
wondering how her art would
complement the creations of
Ash and Pressmar - hers are,
after all, abstract works contrast-
ing with the "high realism" of the
carvings - she said it was a
"bang on" fit. 

Fetherston has been a

painter all her life. Having an
extensive background participat-
ing in art programs, she said she
came to a stage in her life when
she was deciding whether to go
into the arts or something
deemed more “practical” - and it
was a make or break time 
for her.

"I was pressured into going
into a more practical business
route, so I searched for things
that would have an artistic out-
let," she said. "That's how I got
into design work and retail
design, while always painting on
the side. It eventually evolved to
the point where I just want to do
this. The boundaries of creating
something for someone else to
their specifications and modifica-
tions were frustrating me cre-
atively.

"I started out doing high real-
ism when I was much younger
and I took a turn about 18 years
ago at an emotional moment
when it just came pouring out lis-
tening to music and I have never
looked back. I have found that
there is a real energy and emo-
tion that comes and music just
expresses itself differently on

canvas."
In her work, Fetherston is

open to finding inspiration in all
kinds of music. She often, how-
ever, chooses music that gives
her a "positive emotion" to tap
into. In expressing her colour
through paint, she always uses a
palate knife rather than a brush. 

That shift in her art came out
of necessity once where she
was inspired by an emotional
wave to paint after hearing a par-
ticular song. When she could not
find her brushes, she took a
palate knife she was using when
repainting her walls, and has
never looked back.

Nor does she ever plan a
painting, she hastened to add,
and the whole work is just her
reaction to the sound in the
room.

"I don't know where I am
going to start on a canvas and it
just comes to me," she said. "I
just have the same instinctual
feel where I will say it is done and
I have to step away. I have
learned to listen to that feeling
because when I go to my head
and I start thinking about the
painting I lose that connection. 

"It is almost like you get a
connection to the musician and
their energy and yours together,
and it just comes out. When I feel
it is done, I back off, I leave, and
when I come back to the studio
then I can see what I have
done."

Arts & Culture
“Calling All Angels”,
inspired by the music of
k.d. lang, is one of several
paintings by Aurora artist
Denise Fetherston on 
display now at the Aurora
Cultural Centre.

Aurora wood carvers Fred
Ash and Bill Pressmar dis-
play their very first Inuit
carvings. These are on dis-
play at the Cultural Centre
alongside Ms. Fetherston’s
work.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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Support for heritage homeowners in the works
By Brock Weir

After a number of stops
and starts, the ball is finally

rolling on possible new
measures that could pre-
vent the further deteriora-
tion of heritage structures.

The efforts came in a
motion from Councillor
Sandra Humfryes, which
had been delayed three

times since her notice was
first given on February 14.

In her motion, which was
passed by Council last

Tuesday evening, she calls
for a report on options
"through investigation of
what measures may be put
in place to prevent future
deterioration of Heritage
buildings of significance and
in support of maintaining
and honouring our her-
itage."

The reason behind the
motion was the demolition
of a handful of buildings
designated by the Town for
their heritage value due to
their deterioration, where it
is either inevitable that they
had to be  taken down for
structural issues, or it
makes it financially impossi-
ble to get the buildings back
up to scratch.

The most recent example
is the demolition of the
George Browning House,
which was eventually
deemed structurally
unsound after long debates
over its potential use as a
Montessori School.

Councillor Humfryes said
she hoped the options pre-
sented back to Council will
outline possible programs
that can be put in place to
provide financial incentives
to help owners of heritage
properties maintained and
"in their glory", including
possible low interest loans. 

"Sometimes [for owners]
it is just very expensive and
they may not have foreseen
some of the pressures to
keep a heritage home like
this going," said Councillor
Humfryes. "It might be a low
interest loan or a grant or
some tax breaks in order to
keep their heritage homes
in a good, solid state."

Since February 14,

Councillor Humfryes said
she was anxious to finally
see this at the table and
after it was finally approved
on Tuesday, she was "excit-
ed" to see the motion
passed unanimously by
Council. 

"It was quite a long delay,
but I am so happy it is out
there," she said. "I believe
that we are going to have a
good staff report. I had
some discussions with the
Director of Bylaw as well as
the director of Heritage
Planning and the two of
them have done a lot of
research and some good
information should be 
coming back. 

"When I drove by [the
George Browning lot] and
saw that house gone, my
heart sunk. It was a horrible
feeling and we just have to
do something that can real-
ly prevent that in the future."

In the intervening
months since she identified
this as an issue for munici-
pal attention, she said she
has come to clarify the
issue in that what she wants
is more of a focus from the
Town's bylaw department
from a property standards
perspective. 

"In the last several weeks
where it has been delayed
and postponed I have had
some good discussions with
the Director of Bylaw and
also some research of my
own that speaks to heritage
properties that are boarded
up and being left," she said.
"There are things other
municipalities do legislative-
ly to correct the situation.
That is what I am really
excited to learn from Bylaw."

Belinda’s “Give Back Awards” 
get a new twist

By Brock Weir

When former Newmarket-
Aurora MP Belinda Stronach
first took public office, she
established the "Give Back
Awards", scholarships for two
students in each of the riding's
high schools who have given
back to the community. 

The program has been
successful for nearly eight
years, but the initiative is set for
a re-launch this year. As the
2012 school looks forward to
wrapping up, schools and par-
ents can now directly apply for
the award from
Neighbourhood Network.

"Twenty-two graduating 
students were recognized last
year with the Give Back Award
- a $500 scholarship donated
annually to one male and one
female student at every high
school in Aurora and
Newmarket," said John
Crowell of Magna for
Community, before putting his
tongue directly in his cheek.

"Just to be upfront: person-
ally, I am not a fan of this
Award. For me, thinking about
all the things students in our
community do is a lot like
watching Teen Jeopardy - I'm
left wondering what the heck I
was doing when I was 17! But

this is not about be; it's about
all the graduating high school
students in our towns who
make a difference and have a
story to tell."

While students can still be
nominated by their schools,
the new configuration will now
allow students to apply for the
Give Back Awards them-
selves, submitting an applica-
tion which asks them to explain
the nature and impact of their
volunteer services. 

Applications will be accept-
ed up until May 11 and winners
will be announced by the end
of the month.

In another new twist, stu-

dents will now be formally pre-
sented with their awards at a
Give Back Award recognition
ceremony later in the summer
"to share the stories of the
recipients with the community."

"If you are a deserving stu-
dent in Newmarket and
Aurora, we strongly encourage
you to apply online at the
Neighbourhoodnetwork.org
website or call our office at
905-726-3737 for details," said
Mr. Crowell. "We are eager to
celebrate this year's incredible
stories of graduating students
who help make Newmarket
and Aurora fantastic places 
to be."

Feeling right at home:
Ashley Chan, a Grade 5
student at Richmond
Hill’s Bayview Hill
Elementary school
looked comfortable
behind the desk of Chief
Eric Jolliffe after her
swearing-in ceremony
last week. Ashley was
worn in as the York
Regional Police’s Chief
for A Day on Thursday
after an essay contest
involving all Grade Five
students in the York
Region District School
Board.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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the Jazz Festival."
Councillor Gaertner was the

first one at the table to voice her
support for Councillor Gallo's
amendment, noting that she
was "extremely disappointed" to
learn Council did not support
the waiver at the previous
week's meeting.

"The festival is a benefit for
the Town of Aurora," Councillor
Gaertner said. "Not only does it
bring in economic development
and potential for future econom-
ic development, but it provides a
very affordable cultural activity
for residents in our community. I
also think that it brings prestige
and profile to our community
and for all of those reasons I
think it needs to be supported."

In her remarks, Councillor
Gaertner argued against griev-
ances at the table regarding the
AFA's request to fence off the
majority of Town Park for four
days, and also questions over
its financial statements.
Markham, she noted, recently
put a $10,000 infusion into a
similar festival and said not
going forward with the waiver
here would be a "terrible
shame" and not something the
community wanted.

These sentiments were
largely shared by Councillor
Ballard, who said that there
would be no way for the Town to
put on what the AFA was offer-
ing for $1,300. 

"As a benefit for the hun-
dreds and hundreds of people
from around Town that come to
this event, I think we would be
doing them a great disservice if
we pulled the plug on this event
or declined to help them out
with the fee," he said. 

"In the extensive study that
was done as part of our official
plan [and the Promenade, it
was agreed] that one of the
ways to bring people into the
Downtown was to provide a
variety of cultural events,
among them at least four festi-
vals a year. Not to support a fes-
tival that has been identified in
our major planning study just
doesn't make any sense to me."

The first Councillor to speak
against the motion was
Councillor Evelyn Buck who

stuck to her long-standing con-
cern over the fencing around
the Town Park perimeter. To cut
off the park from residents was,
she said, "abhorrent" to her and
other long-term residents of the
town, particularly when the AFA
is charging $5 admission to the
festival. 

"The Jazz Festival is nothing
more than a commercial con-
cert promotion," she said. "The
people who provide the enter-
tainment and provide the music
are being paid and we found
that in the so-called audited
statement given to us last year. 

"They are not volunteering
their services to the people in
Aurora. They are being paid.
They are making a living. There
is nothing wrong with making a
living in a profession that is
yours to make a living at.
Musicians work hard to provide
their own equipment. They
should be paid but to pretend it
is something donated to the
community and the community
should prostrate themselves in
gratitude is absolutely ludi-
crous."

In support of the original
motion to only grant services in
kind was Councillor Michael
Thompson, who said he dis-
agreed with the idea that not
granting the parks fees was an
indication of a lack of support for
the festival. The Town, he said,
was supportive of the event
since its inception and has
helped it grow. Services in kind,
he added, shows a level of sup-
port.

"[The AFA] stood before us
and [said] the association with
the Town and the use of the
Town's logo enhances their abil-
ity to go out and fundraise, to go
out and seek grants from both
the public and the private sector,
so we are helping," he said.

"They came before us and
last year they raised over
$150,000 in revenue through
the sale of admission tickets,
the sale of beer tickets through
fundraisers and other initiatives.
They had expenditures almost
equalling the same amount and
whether we want to get into who
got paid or what got paid, they
certainly paid a lot of peo-
ple/things for whatever reason. I

don't see why we should be any
different. 

"I also look at the fact there
are a number of service clubs
and groups that can classify as
not for profit in the Town of
Aurora and yet we charge them
for the use of the facilities. This
weekend is the Home Show
and we are charging them to
use the complex. If there is a
baseball tournament, or other
sporting event...we charge
them for the cost of the fields,
we charge them for the rinks
and the facilities. We're not
waiving those fees and yet
there is a benefit."

According to Mayor Dawe,
who too did not support the
waiving of the park fees, said he
believed waiving the fees would
put a cost on Aurora's Parks
Department as there would be
a cost for the director to send
out staff to help with the set up
and takedown of things in Town
Park and the department has to
generate revenue. While he
said the proper way to handle
the AFA's request was through
sponsorship, he added similar
festivals in Aurora have done
well without having their fees
waived.

"The Aurora Winter Blues
Festival, which was the first
public show this year, there was
no sponsorship there and no
waiver of fees by the Town and
very successful," he said.
"There are festivals around that
are working through this. I don't
agree with the waiver of fees
because we expect Mr.
Downey's department to do
these things, they should be
properly tasked with doing it
and they should receive the
fees to do that."

For the four Councillors who
were in support of waiving the
parks fees, the fact that it ulti-
mately failed, however, was
reflective of the Town's overall
support for culture.

"If we can't [support] this
group to the tune of waiving
$1,300 in fees, I don't know why
they would stay in Aurora," said
Councillor Ballard earlier in the
discussions. “I don't know why
they wouldn't move somewhere
else. If they do move to another
community we only have our-

From page 1 selves to blame and we will not
be able to duplicate what they
did for $1,300. It makes no
sense."

Sharing this disappointment
was Councillor Gallo.

"I can't help [but think] that
based on the comments that
have been expressed at this
table by the decisions that have
been made by the majority of
this table that arts and culture in
this Town is pretty much dead
and not supported, in my opin-
ion, and you best go some-

where else if that's the kind of
think you're looking to promote
in this Town," he said.

"I just cannot understand
people at this table having so
much wrong with something
and at the same time saying it is
a great thing. It's clear to me
based on Councillor Buck's
comments that this has
become personal and has to do
with the people who are
involved and nothing to do with
the festival."

Council eventually found

unanimity, however, in voting
that if the Town is requested to
provide services in kind that
they do so.

Have your say: Should
Council have waived the
$1,300 in park fees for The
Aurora Festival of the Arts
and the 2012 Aurora 
Jazz+ Festival? Go to
www.theauroran.com and
take our web poll. You can
also submit your thoughts to
letters@auroran.com.

By Brock Weir

Council's decision to not
award the Aurora Jazz+
Festival its $1,300 in parks
fees last Tuesday was all but
certain at the previous week's
General Committee meeting,
but one Councillor had a
change of heart in between the
two sessions. 

That Councillor was
Sandra Humfryes.

"When I saw the waiver, I
really thought it didn't seem to
fit in terms of the communica-
tion I had heard previously,"
Councillor Humfryes told The
Auroran, adding she consid-
ered the fact the Aurora
Festival of the Arts would no
longer be receiving their funds
from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. 

"The grant is given to start
an event and [if they apply in
the future they need to see] the
Town still has the same level of
support, not just the Town, but
other sponsorship opportuni-
ties. Through that, I started
thinking further in terms of
return on investment. If the
Town were to put on an event
like that, it would probably be
for a much larger investment
than $1,300. It would require a
lot more staff time and coordi-
nation and so on."

Also factoring into her
change of opinion were com-

ments received from intercept
interviews taken during the
Town's strategic planning ses-
sions. They received, she said,
positive feedback from events
such as the Jazz Festival.

"I thought, 'Wow, we have
this wonderful jazz festival put
on with some very strong vol-
unteers that are experts and
they are passionate, and it is
just a great event that we can
all invest in.’ For me, that was
more of a changing point in
really thinking it through and
understanding the benefits ver-
sus the costs and I [hoped] that
we would have done that all
the way."

Also continuing to assess
the situation in the week
between the General
Committee meeting and
Council was AFA Chair Susan
Morton Leonard. In a letter to
Aurora CAO Neil Garbe dated
April 9, she said she was "sur-
prised" to hear that their "six
small requests" were divided
up into separate motions
because they were "intrinsic"
to each other. The Town provid-
ing services in kind by way of
providing signage, which was
ultimately passed by Council,
creates the "misconception"
that the Town is supporting the
Festival financially.

"No level of sponsorship
has been offered by the Town
for the 2012 Festival," she said,

suggesting the Town consider
other sponsorship opportuni-
ties with them.

"The 2010 requests were
presented together in a written
proposal to staff, as well as
presented in person by
Members of the Board at the
November 28 [budget] meet-
ing. The AFA has waited since
then for Council's decision to
support the 2012 Festival. In
the interim, we have created
print materials and banners
which do not include the
Town's logo as we did not have
a timely answer. 

"Contrary to your conclu-
sion during our conversation
that the AFA has 'declined' use
of the Town's logo, signage, or
media, without Council support
for the complete package and
in consideration of our other
sponsors, we cannot use the
Town of Aurora's logo, sig-
nage, or media. If, however,
you would like to support this
year's [Festval] we encourage
you to consider the attached
sponsorship opportunities."

Sponsorship opportunities
available range from $250 -
$10,000. Depending on which
level one sponsors, benefits
range from online mentions, to
free vendor booths, to benefits
that can be negotiated further if
you take up "key event enter-
tainment sponsorship" costing
between $6,000 and $10,000.

Support for Jazz festival
changed by one vote

1.  Peter Billings ..............30.00 
Domenic Fazari .........29.00       
Michael Hanoun ........29.00 

4.  Tom Lalonde ..............29.00
5.  Michael MacNeil ........28.00 
6.  Alex DiSera ................27.00 
7.  Brandon Schad ..........27.00 
8.  Craig McLeod ............27.00 
9.  John Hastie ...............27.00 
10. Kenneth Wright .........27.00 
11. Steve Desjardins .......27.00
12. Steve Taft ..................27.00 
13. Terry Sherin ..............27.00 

14. A. Browne .................26.00 
15. Andrew Browne..........26.00 
16. Carl Mueller ..............26.00 
17. Darren Bull ................26.00 
18. Elaine Balog .............26.00 
19. Eleanor Fry................26.00 
20. Kasey Piper ..............26.00 
21. Paul Neil ...................26.00 
22. Robert Wilitins ..........26.00 
23. Scott Munro ..............26.00 
24. Sophia Cox ...............26.00 
25. Val Ashfield ...............26.00 
26. Vanessa Patterson ....26.00 

27. Vince Durban ............26.00 
28. Vivienne Bridgeford....26.00 
29. Bob Swanton ............25.00 
30. C. Wiederhold ...........25.00 
31. Chris Wiederhold ......25.00 
32. Debbie D'orazio ........25.00 
33. Denyse LeBurn .........25.00 
34. Jake Chatten .............25.00 
35. Jerry Kofsky ..............25.00 
36. John Cacchione ........25.00 
37. John LaLewicz ..........25.00 
38. Lucas Reid ................25.00 
39. Nadine Trask .............25.00 

40. P. Hogben .................25.00 
41. Paul Papousek .........25.00 
42. Rob Knetsch ............25.00 
43. Tammy Sherwood ....25.00 
44. Vesta McGeown .......25.00 
45. Vickie Foster ............25.00 
46. W. Hack ....................25.00 
47. A. White ....................24.00 
48. Andrew White ...........24.00 
49. Andy Weddell ...........24.00 
50. Anthony Alexopoulos 24.00

Thank you for your participation

Councillors question impact of Jazz Festival decision

As of April 15, 2012



CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 

Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN

DENTAL

 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Alan is also committee chairman of iloverockandroll.ca
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Water Treatment your whole family 
will benefit from!

39$ 95

For a Limited Time 

HOME RENO PLUS

905.235.7357

Any Projects Big or Small 1 Call, 
We Do It All! 

Basements ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Painting, Flooring, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Drywall Taping, Framing, Additions, Enclosures, 
Tiling, Chimney & Masonry, Decks, 

fences, brick replacement

LIMOUSINE

MONUMENTSLAWN
WATER

INTERIOR

HOME RENO

Thank you 
for supporting 

The Auroran 

“At Your Service” 

Businesses

Residential • Retail • Corporate Design

"Your Home Your Way"
905-726-1837

MYRA SPIERS INTERIOR DESIGN

www.myraspiersdesign.com

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience

Top quality guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Licensed, insured 25 years exp. 

Plumber 
Joe

416-568-6928

the

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca
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AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTERART

AUTO

CLEANERS

DANCE PLUMBER

AUCTION

Radiant health, 
& inner peace.

 QIGONG & YOGA

www.yogaforlife.ca

Andrea Roth
905-505-1324
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905-505-1324

YOGA

TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

59$From *
NEW Winshields 
 188$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

Come and fall in love with a painting

 

oldgrouch@rogers.com   •  905 727 6021

John Lloyd

Whildwood Studio & Gallery

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 

1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

Thank you for supporting “At Your Service”
businesses in The Auroran. 

VETERINARY SERVICES

BUSINESS SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

CREMATION

REAL ESTATE

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

Stouffville 905-640-6411
www.clarksonauctions.com Keller Williams 

Realty Centres, Brokerage  

First Time 
Homebuyers!

Get started now 
on path to home!

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

Call right now for  a

 
to get you where 
you want to be!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ Office: 905-895-5972 x 816

BUYERS KIT

Independently Owned and Operated

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

LAWN JAC MAINTENANCE 

Jason 416-294-4499

book by May 1st and 
receive the last 

cut of the season FREE!

 
COMPETITIVE PRICES

  
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com
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MINI BIN 
$169 + hst 
Drop off & Pick up 

WEEDLESS GARDEN SOIL 
$112 + hst for 3 cubic yards 
(Includes delivery to Aurora & Newmarket,  other areas slightly 

   FULL SERVICE LANDSCAPE COMPANY 
Also available: mulch, topsoil, gravel, river rock, screenings 

SPRING

 905-727-7102 

Not everyone needs your 
services all the time, but 
if you want to be there 

when they do... 
advertise in

THE AURORAN 
“AT YOUR SERVICE”

DIRECTORY! 

For more information
call: 905-727-3300 
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COMING EVENTS

mation visit www.eastersealsrun.com.
* * * *

The Aurora Seniors Association's Evergreen Choir,
under the direction of Dr. Richard Heinzle, warmly invite
you to attend their annual Spring Concert, Sing, Smile,
Be Happy, to take place at the Aurora Seniors Centre, 90
John West Way, Aurora, at 2.30 p.m. Tickets, will be avail-
able after April 15 at the Centre Reception Desk. $10 for
adults, children are welcome and are free of charge.
Refreshments will be served during the break.

SATURDAY, JULY 14
The Humber River Shakespeare Company presents

Macbeth tonight at Town Park. The performance gets
under way at 7 p.m. Suggested donation is $15, but
admission is pay what you can at the park. Bring your
friends, your family, a picnic, and a blanket and witness
swords clashing, witches enchanting, madness and mys-
tery entwining, and war drums pulsing! For more informa-
tion visit humberrivershakespeare.ca or call 416-209-
2026.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
The Doane House Hospice will hold its third annual

Unique Craft and Gift Show today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Newmarket Community Centre (200 Doug Duncan
Drive, Newmarket). For more information, call 905-967-
0259.

CONTINUING
The Aurora Probus Club meets every second

Wednesday of the month (except July and August) at the
Aurora Legion. Memberships consist of retired and semi-
retired PROfessional and BUSiness people, hence the
name Probus. It is a fun fellowship with well-chosen
speakers. New memberships are welcome. For more
information call Marilyn Munslow at 905-727-9344 or Bob
Saunders at 905-841-3558.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society is always

looking for new members of all ages. Monthly meetings
with guest speakers are held on the fourth Wednesday of
every month at 8 p.m. (youth meet at 6 p.m.) at the Royal
Canadian legion in Aurora. For more Information call
Cindy at 905-713-6660.

* * * * 
York Regional Police Venturers have openings for

boys and girls aged 14 to 17. Police Venturers meet every
Wednesday night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 240 Prospect
Street, 1 District police station community room. This is a
joint program between York Regional Police and Scouts
Canada. There is a Scouts Canada membership fee.
Service uniforms are provided. High school students can
earn community service hours through the program. If
interested visit a meeting. For further information visit
York Regional Police volunteer website or contact volun-
teers@yrp.ca.

* * * * 
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located at

44 Metcalfe Streeet, Aurora, is the local source for gen-
tly used women's, children's and men's clothing. All
monies raised are used to support the needy of Aurora,
since it goes directly to the "Welcoming Arms" Ministry.
Open weekday mornings, 9.30 a.m., to 11.30 a.m. and
Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. The  Bag Sale
happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To

Grandmothers group, meets monthly to raise awareness,
generate funds and lobby on behalf of the grandmother
care-givers in AIDS-ravaged Africa.  For more informa-
tion call Kay at 905-841-9318 or Joan at 905-727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St. Andrew's

Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria and Mosley
Streets.  Al-Anon meets every Tuesday at 8 p.m. at the
Aurora United Church on Yonge Street.  For more infor-
mation go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on

the fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North.
Visitors are welcome for only $2. For more information
call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a capella

Sweet Adelines chorus, a group of women who gather
Tuesday evenings at the Old Fire Hall, Newmarket, to
sing, share in the harmony of friendship and learn the
barbershop art form. York Highlands is always looking for
new women who share the love of a capella music. Call
Karen at 905-726-2113 or e-mail Vikki at informa-
tion@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-Newmarket's

award winning chorus, is looking for male singers. The
group meets every Wednesday from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at
the Old Fire Hall, 140 Main Street South, in Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first

Wednesday of each month at the Aurora Legion. New

members are welcome. Call 905-727-5012 for more infor-
mation.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions, have moved to their new meeting

place at the Aurora Legion in the Coulson Hall where
they have three meetings per month. The second Monday
of the month is the dinner meeting at 7 p.m., the third
Tuesday is the business meeting at 7.30 p.m. and the
fourth Monday is a dinner meeting at 7 p.m. The club is
welcoming people to come out to the meetings to see
what the Aurora Lions are all about and consider joining
the Lions and reach out to the community in many
events. For further details go to their website at
www.auroralionscanada.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday night at

Gabriel's Restaurant on Yonge Street. New members are
welcome. For further information, go to their website at
www.rotaryaurora.com

* * * *
Meet for lunch and a sense of community at Martha's

Table, based in St. Andrew's Hall at Aurora's
Presbyterian Church. The thriving, volunteer-run program
reopens September 1. Lunch, featuring soup, sandwich-
es, and dessert, is offered between 11.30 a.m. and 1.30
p.m. Net receipts go to local charities. The hall is on the
corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for

new members. You do not have to be a police officer nor
are you required to read music to volunteer. The group
rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m.
For further information, contact the chorus supervisor at
905-727-9676 or the co-ordinator of volunteer services
for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora's Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at

Cardinal Carter School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and
offer a program for 12 years and older boys and girls.

* * * *
Queen's York Rangers Army cadet corps has open-

ings for boys and girls aged 12 to 18. The group parades
every Friday night between 7 and 9 p.m. There is no
membership fee and those in high school can earn com-
munity service hours through the program. For further
information, call 905-726-8600.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children's Chorus welcomes treble

voices. It is a choir dedicated to nurturing and providing
opportunities for children to express their musical abili-
ties. The chorus is open to boys and girls ages 5-17.
Contact the general director at keepsing-
ing@rogers.com.

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is

looking for volunteers to assist with the activities in its
Adult Day Program. The positions call for a commitment
of a few hours a week at its Aurora location. Various
times are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer

Club for boys and girls, age three to Grade 4 and the
Junior High Club for boys and girls, Grades 5 to 8, will be
held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial
Parkway South. For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the

Community Bible Church on Bathurst Street just south of
Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information e-
mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoffmann@sympatico.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Friday mornings  at St.

Andrews' Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m.
No partners are needed and beginners are welcome. For
more information, call Agnes at 905-841-2747.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets

the first and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at
15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington. For more infor-
mation call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of

each month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street,
Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday

each month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee
Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or
905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at

Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the
Aurora Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds

monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of
speakers. Contact Beverley Varcoe at 905-953-9709.

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95
(+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).

Got something to sell or advertise? 
Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

CAREER

INCOME TAX

FOR RENT

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest financial
services companies is rapidly
expanding in this area. If you
desire a dynamic career with
excellent income potential, call
Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
4767.

TAX PREPARATION Personal &
Small Business. Local Pick U p
&  D e l i v e r y  647-808-3331

LANDSCAPING AND 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
handyman required on a horse
farm minutes from the centre of
Aurora. Candidate must be famil-
iar with lawn care equipment and
operations. Full or part-time
available call 416-508-6170

NEWLY RENOVATED, BRIGHT
ONE BEDROOM located in a
friendly neighbourhood close to
Yonge St.  $875 Inclusive
Available May 1st. Call APM
Property Management 1 888
887 1493 for more information.

Our        Town

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

WEEKLY SHOW
with Alison

Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

theauroran.com
POLL-VOTE

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.

78 %
YES, it was a misuse       

of Public money

19 %
NO, It would cost more      

money to pursue it

2 %
UNSURE

(182) (45)

.4 .15.4

(5)

The Town of Aurora passed a Council resolution last year that would have allowed
them to seek to recover the $55,000+ of public money spent in former mayor Phyllis
Morris' defamation suit against three local bloggers, among others, if she had been
successful. Now that Ms. Morris has dropped the suit, should the Town still seek to
recover the money? 

Last week, Aurora Council decided not to grant a request from the
Aurora Jazz+ Festival to waive $1,300 in park fees for their four day

use of Town Park during the annual summer festival.
Should the Town of Aurora reconsider their decision and waive

the $1,300 park fees for the Aurora Jazz+ Festival?
1) Yes    2) No
3) Don't Know

To share your reasons why, please send 
your thoughts to letters@auroran.com.

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033
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FINAL POLL RESULTS

If you have an idea for a show, questions, 

comments, would like to 

be a guest on OUR TOWN 

or host OUR TOWN at your 

place of business please call, 

Cynthia 905-751-6013. 

Guests and locations must 

be booked a minimum 3 weeks before the show. 

From page 2

Thank you  for supporting 
THE AURORAN 

ClassifiedAdvertisers
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Gettin’ er Done at the Home Show

It was a busy weekend in Aurora  as thousands of residents flocked to the Aurora Community Centre for the annual Aurora Home Show. (1) Home Show
Committee Chair Robin Taylor Smith displayed good taste in reading material. (2) Ingrid had her ever-popular fraktals for sale. (3) Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois
Brown takes a step back after a parrot got a little too friendly with her necklace. (4, 6) Crews worked early Friday morning making sure everything was just
right. (5) Gardening displays were also popular. (7) Ms. Brown’s new friend shows off his plumage. He can only lift one wing after spending the first three
years of his life confined to a cage. He has come a long way!                                            Auroran photos by David Falconer (1, 2, 4, 6), and Diane Buchanan (3, 5, 7)

11 22

33 44

55 66 77
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11645 Yonge Street   1-888-306-4960   905-883-3555   RichmondHillSubaru.com
$3,500 cash credit is for cash customers only and is available on 2012 Subaru Tribeca 7-seater (CS2-XX/CS2-AA/CS2-CC). Additional cash credit offers are available on select new and unregistered eligible models. Each
APR is an effective rate equivalent to the rate of interest paid on a dollar amount calculated from the cost of borrowing using the ALR and taking into account the foregone cash credit incentive. Cash credit and the ALR
offers cannot be combined. *0.5% finance/lease rate for 24 months available on all 2012 Legacy models. Rate reductions of up to 1% available. Additional 1% rate reduction applies to current published rates through
Subaru Financial Services and is available to eligible consumers who purchase, finance or lease an eligible Subaru model on April 19th, 20th or 21st 2012. Some restrictions may apply. Leasing and financing programs
available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See dealer for complete program details.

BEST DEALS OF THE YEAR!
Additional Discounts from Subaru Canada for the 

0.5%
RATES FROM

CASH CREDITS 
UP TO $3,500

OR

APRIL
19, 20, 21

THIS WEEKEND ONLY!
• Additional Cash Credits of up to $1,500

• Or up to 1% Rate Reduction
when you finance or lease a new Subaru

Stouffville Rd.

19th Ave.

Elgin Mills Rd.

Yonge St.
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