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Katie Sutton of the Aurora Skating Club goes for a twirl at the club’s “Push ‘Play’ & Dance”
Ice Show on Saturday. Katie was one of a number of solo and group performers that took 
to the ice for two performances at the Aurora Community Centre. The show featured 
award-winning skater Shaquille Davis as the event headliner. Please see Page 27.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Council passes
Cultural Centre terms

By Brock Weir

A new group is on track to bridge
the gulf between the Town of Aurora
and the Aurora Cultural Centre.

A new working group was struck
last week as Council approved the
terms of reference for a new ad-hoc
committee comprising of Councillors,
members of the Cultural Centre's
Board of Directors, and a third party
facilitator, to negotiate several stick-
ing points between the two groups on
the delivery of cultural services. 

They aim to have a new contract
drafted by October with a final con-
tract enacted on or before January
2013. 

Tuesday's approval is the latest
step in the ongoing saga between
the Town and the Cultural Centre on
their contract, which has been an
issue for almost the entirety of the
current Council. The issue came to a
head at the end of last year with a

report from Town Solicitor Warren
Mar outlining a number of shortcom-
ings he saw in the current contract,
followed by a motion in February
from Councillors John Abel and Paul
Pirri calling for the termination of the
current Cultural Services agreement.

The terms of reference and the
timelines to appoint members to the
group, draft the agreement, and have
it in place, was passed six to two by
Council with Councillors Chris
Ballard and Evelyn Buck voting
against it. Councillor Wendy Gaertner
left the Council table while the vote
was being taken.

"I did not support the recommen-
dation that came from this report,"
said Councillor Evelyn Buck of the
series of meetings between the Town
and the Cultural Centre that led up to
the terms of reference presented.
"That it took five meetings to produce
this advice to Council does not com-

Please see page 8

Youth Centre sites could be
narrowed down by April 19

By Brock Weir

The future site of Aurora's 
proposed youth centre could be
narrowed down to two possible
locations by April 17.

The target date was set at last
week's Council meeting following a
long-promised presentation from
Parks and Recreation Director Al
Downey, who outlined the history
and options for the project.

The Aurora Youth Centre -
which is now being dubbed "com-
munity space for youth" - has been
simmering on the back burner for
over 11 years, when staff started to
focus on the location and resi-
dences of youth, their activities,
and interest levels in various pro-
grams, to better deliver services.

Looking primarily at kids aged
between 12 and 18, surveying
young Aurorans consisted of focus

groups with youth, parents, and
stake holders, and an analysis of
challenges and desired programs
and spaces, including a lounge,
gaming, a teaching kitchen, multi-
media labs, a full size gymnasium,
and a permanent skateboard park.

"It's like if you build it they will
come," said Mr. Downey of the
youth centre recommendations.
"The youth continue to participate
in our programming and we have
done our very best to provide addi-
tional programming over that peri-
od of time. We are stretched with
the number of facilities that are per-
mitted and we are pretty maxed
out."

There are currently 11 different
facilities being used for youth pro-
gramming in Aurora, said Mr.
Downey and programs include
drop in programs, day camps, and

Please see page 9
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COMING EVENTS

TUESDAY, APRIL 3
Your hospice needs you! Training com-

mences today for volunteers for both Hospice
King-Aurora and the Doane House Hospice.
Whether you live in Aurora, King Township,
Newmarket, Bradford, or East Gwillimbury, we
have a volunteer position that will suit you. For
more information, please contact Heidi Bonner
at 905-967-0259 or 905-773-0155.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4
The Aurora Squash Academy will hold a

sign-up session for new members tonight at 7
p.m. at the Aurora Community Centre. The
meeting will take place in the second floor audi-
torium meeting room and attendees will learn
exciting news about joining the ASA, and learn
about all the possible opportunities available to
play. For more information, visit
www.aurorasquash.com.

FRIDAY, APRIL 6
Aurora United Church hosts its annual Good
Friday worship tonight at 7.30 p.m. The service
features Requiem Op.48 by Gabriel Faure by
the Aurora United Church Chancel Choir, as
well as guest soloists soprano Cara Adams of
Toronto and bass Brian Wehrle of Ottawa. For
more information, contact 905-727-1935.

APRIL 11 - MAY 30
A Bereavement Support Group for adults

experiencing the death of a loved one is again
being offered at the Aurora United Church for
an eight week session, from 7 to 9 p.m. begin-
ning Wednesday, April 11 and ending May 30.
There is no fee for this program. It is non-
denominational and is open to all in the 
community. For info call Paula at 905-727-2584
or email bereavement@live.ca.

APRIL 13-28
Theatre Aurora presents "Harvey", Mary

Chase's 1944 Pulitzer Prize winning play.  The
story is about a man whose best friend is
Harvey-a six-foot, three-and-one-half-inch tall
invisible rabbit.  This is the final show of the
2011-12 season. Directed by Reg O'Brien and
produced by Anne Currie-O'Brien, the show
runs April 13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22 (matinee), 25,
26, 27, 28.  Curtain times are 8.00 p.m. with the
matinee at 2.00 p.m.  Visit the Theatre Aurora
web-site www.theatreaurora.com for further
information.  Tickets are available on-line
through the website, by phone at 905-727-
3669, by email at taboxoffice@bellnet.ca or in
person at the Theatre.  Theatre Aurora is 

located at 150 Henderson Drive, Aurora. 
SATURDAY, APRIL 14

The schoolHOUSE Season Finale Concert
at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street
is tonight, bringing together favourite musicians
from the past season, including Evolution, Judy
Marshak and Postcard Comets, as well as new-
comers Coca Saviour and Memories
Unplugged. Great local talent in a coffeehouse
setting - imagine listening to great music in your
living room and you'll see what we mean!
Tickets: $15. Doors open at 7.00 p.m.; concert
at 7.30 p.m. Tickets available in advance over
the phone, or in person at the Centre. 
22 Church Street, Aurora; wheelchair 
accessible at north entrance. For info:
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * * 
Two yoga classes, suit all levels, 1.00 - 3.30

p.m., Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street,
Aurora. $10 donation to Amnesty International.
All welcome. For more information, call 905-
476-6535 or email mbf@lindavarnam.com.

* * * * 
The York Symphony Orchestra welcomes

Brazilian conductor Rafael Luz to the podium
for its next series of concerts celebrating
"Northern Images". The guest soloist for the
enormously popular romantic masterpiece,
Edward Grieg's Piano Concerto in A minor is
York Region's own Maggie Ho. Their program
will include two other orchestral crowd pleasers
from the romantic period as well as Dvorak's
Sixth Symphony, in D Major. The Performance
will be held tonight at 8 p.m. at Trinity Anglican
Church. Tickets may be purchased by calling
416-410-0860 or at the door the night of the
performance.

SUNDAY, APRIL 15
Xi Gamma Mu, a chapter of Beta Sigma Phi

sorority will be holding a social tea at St
Andrew's Valley Golf Club on St John's
Sideroad East, Aurora, today from 2 to 4 p.m.
All proceeds will be given to Belinda's Place.
"Help Build the Hope....Belinda's Place will offer
hope to women without a home and will provide
life-changing services that promote stability,
dignity and self-reliance." Ticket price is: $35.
Ticket includes tea, coffee, sweets & savory
treats, and afternoon entertainment. Tickets
can be purchased from: Pamper Me Please in
Aurora (905-726-3605) Neighbourhood
Network at 14996 Yonge Street, Aurora, and
Roadhouse & Rose Funeral Home   157 Main
Street South, Newmarket.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL18
Bob McRoberts will lead a heritage discus-

sion entitled "Postcards of Old Aurora: The
McRoberts Collection" at the Aurora Cultural
Centre at 7 p.m. A digital unveiling of his vast
and unique collection of local postcards, along-
side current photos. Admission by donation is
gratefully received. Light refreshments are pro-
vided.

FRIDAY, APRIL 20
The Aurora United Church will hold its

Spring Rummage sale today from 1- 8 p.m. with
today being the individual sale. Items include
clothing, linen, books, toys, and garage sale
items. All proceeds fund local charities and
some charities received leftover clothes filling
their wish lists for their clients free of charge. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 21
The Aurora United Church continues its

Spring Rummage sale - this time its bag sale -
today from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Items include
clothing, linen, books, toys, and garage sale
items. All proceeds fund local charities and
some charities received leftover clothes filling
their wish lists for their clients free of charge.

* * * *
The York Region Food Network will host the

York Region Seedy Saturday Garden Show at
the Aurora Cultural Centre (22 Church Street)
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event will include a
seed exchange, guest speakers, food demon-
strations, door prizes, and much more! Come
on out! Admission by donation. For more infor-
mation, contact info@healthyfestivals.org or go
to www.healthyfestivals.org/ events/seedy.aspx.

SUNDAY, APRIL 22
The Country Day School Performing Arts

Centre presents Runway To Spring this after-
noon from 1 to 4 p.m. A red carpet event,
including a fashion show featuring haute cou-
ture, upscale casual, evening wear, street wear
and more, all proceeds raised will benefit the
Easter Seals' "Send a Kid to Camp" program.
The afternoon includes appetizers and wine
sampling tables, raffle prizes, silent auction,
and performances from The Thursday Night
Jam Band. Tickets are $40 and available for
purchase at Lemonberry, The Gown, The One
and Only, and Injoy Boutique. Tickets are $45 at
the door. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
2nd annual "I Love Rock 'n' Roll" dinner

dance will be held at the Mansion (formerly
Dinardo's) tonight. A website
www.iloverockandroll.ca is also up and running
for further information. Tickets are available now
by calling 905-727-8600 and expected to sell
out fast so if you are planning to attend 
and don't want to be disappointed, get your 
tickets soon.

* * * * 
The Aurora Seniors' Centre will hold its

annual spring sale, including a white elephant
sale, a book area, and amazing home baking.
Members of the ASA's sewing, wood shop and
knitting groups will also have their treasures for
sale, along with members of the Aurora
Farmers' Market. There is something special for
everyone.

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre proudly presents

the 4-member a capella group Soul Influence
with "A Musical African Journey". A Pan-African

celebration of gospel sounds to mark their new
CD "GIGO". An amazing collection of four voic-
es - a perfect family night! Check them out at
www.soulinfluence.org. Tickets: $20. Doors
open at 7.30 p.m.; concert at 8 p.m. Tickets
available in advance over the phone, or in per-
son at the Centre. 22 Church Street, Aurora;
wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For
info, visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * * 
The Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum pres-

ents History Hands On (H20) in Spring today
from 12 noon to 4 p.m. H2O in Spring is a
chance to really experience life as it was more
than 100 years ago!  Visit the Log Cabin and try
your hand at some Pioneer chores.  Help pre-
pare treats in the Farmhouse kitchen and recite
your lessons to the Schoolmaster in the 19th
century classroom.  Admission is free, dona-
tions gratefully accepted. The museum is locat-
ed at 14732 Woodbine Ave in Gormley. Call
905-727-8954.

MAY 3 – 6
The Pine Tree Potters' Spring Pottery Sale will
be held May 3 - 6, 2012 at the Aurora Cultural
Centre, 22 Church Street, Aurora, Thursday,
May 3 and Friday, May 4 from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
and Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m.  There is free parking, free admission and
a door prize.  Visa, Mastercard and Debit
accepted.  Please call 905-727-1278 for further
information or visit www.pinetreepotters.ca.

SATURDAY, MAY 5
Aurora's St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church
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Work here and walk to downtown Toronto. 
 

FLEXIBLE OFFICE SPACE

Conveniently located next to the

Station
16 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora 

www.applesuites.ca
905-918-0724

Monthly rental rates with
NO LONG-TERM COMMITMENTS!

FEBRUARY 9 - MAY 5
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents

Under Sacred Skies; panoramic oil paint-
ings by Michael Fromowitz in the Great
Hall Gallery. Continues through until May
5; Gallery Hours Tuesday - Saturday, 1 -
4 p.m. and during special events; free
admission. 22 Church Street; wheelchair
accessible at north entrance. For info
please call 905-713-1818, or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

APRIL 1 - APRIL 30
Artists from L'Arche Daybreak will

mount their exhibit With Our Own Hands
at the Richmond Hill Centre for the
Performing Arts this month. The exhibit
will be open Monday through Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and one hour prior
to all ticketed performances. The exhibit
will be closed to the public on Sundays
unless a performance is taking place.
"Those with intellectual disabilities have
been called 'artisans of the heart' by Jean
Vanier," said Richmond Hill artist and
L'Arche supporter Jacquie Boughner in a
statement. "In this exhibition, the
Daybreak artists create works full of joy,
life, and peace - a perspective of the
heart with which to view and engage the
world and society in which we live." For
more information, contact L'Arche
Daybreak at 905-884-3454.

Continued on 22

ON NOW

For more information visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762

Saturday, April 7th, 2012 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Aurora Seniors’ Centre

Aurora’s 
Senior 
Centre

Find an egg and redeem it for an Easter goodie bag!

Join us for a pancake breakfast offered by the Aurora 

Seniors’ Association and the Optimist Club of Aurora. 

(A minimal fee will apply)

Enjoy EGG-citing activities including face 

painting, a scavenger hunt, bunny 

bowling and more!

Only 1,500 spots available. Tickets 

must be purchased in advance at the 

Aurora Family Leisure Complex or at 

the Stronach Aurora Recreation 

Complex.

Children 12 and under are 
welcome to participate. 
Tickets are $5 per child. Parents are free!

Another Exciting Event 
Brought to you by:

In partnership withProudly Sponsored By: 

Robinson’s  
Karate School 
www.teamrks.com

Town of Aurora’s 11th Annual

Easter 
Egg Hunt
Easter 

Egg Hunt
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AHS SCORES HIGH IN RANKING

Aurora High School leads Aurora’s secondary
schools in the Fraser Institute’s 2012 ranking of public
and catholic high schools across Ontario. The schools
were ranked in their Report Card on Ontario’s
Secondary Schools, which was released on Sunday, on
several key issues with the purpose of helping parents
choose schools for their kids, when they can, and giving
schools an extra nudge to improve their scores. Factors
in the ranking included average results on the
2010/2011 Ontario Secondary School Literacy Tests,
grade nine math tests, and also took into the makeup of
students – such as the number of students in English as
a Second Language programs – and socioeconomic
factors.

AHS placed 50th on the list, in an eight way tie, down
from its 47th average placement over the last five years.
Individually it was ranked an 8.2 out of 10 when the fac-
tors were weighted. Next on the list was Cardinal Carter
Catholic High School, which was ranked 58th in a 10
way tie, up from its 118 average. Individually it scored
an 8.1. St. Maximilian Kolbe placed 129th in a 15 way
tie, next up was ESC Renaissance, ranked 268, scoring
a 6.7, and Dr. G.W. Williams brought up the rear placing
in 299th place with a score of 6.5. Leading the pack
province-wide was Toronto’s St. Michael’s Choir School,
which scored a 9.6 rating.

SO MUCH FOR THE FREE RIDE

March has come and gone, and so too has the free
ride on York Region Transit. The YRT gave riders two
months free service following the recent transit strike
which lasted nearly 100 days. The rides were covered
by the amount of money saved from the transit being
non-operational during that time. The free rides
wrapped up March 31, and now adults wanting to ride
YRT and Viva will once again have to pay $3.50 for a 1
Zone ticket and $4.50 for 2 Zone. Student cash fares
are the same with 10 tickets are $21 and $31 for each
zone respectively.  For seniors, the prices for 10 tickets
is $16.50 and $26.50.

Briefly

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

Home Owners helping homeowners

BBQ’sBBQ’s
Come in for the 
 best selection!

Now in stock

Made in Canada

• Infrared rear rotisserie burner with heavy duty 
and counter balance with two forks (RB model

• JETFIRE™ IGNITION SYSTEM FOR EASY STARTS 
• ACCU-PROBE™ temperature gauge 
• Removable chrome plated warming rack 
• President’s Limited Lifetime Warranty 
• Proudly made in Canada

• Up to 66,000 BTU’s and 760 sq. in. total 
   cooking space
•  Seven dual level sear plates and four stainless
   bottom burners 
• Porcelainized cast iron WAVE 
   reversible change cooking grids
• LIFT EASE™ roll up lid  

PT450 BLACK LID

PRO500RB

Rec Cycle N’ Sports!
15483 Yonge St. Aurora, across from Howard Johnson Hotel 

Main Location:

905-841-5757    Open Sundays

Available at:

Equipment cleaning 
on the premises.

BECAUSE IT ’S NOT YOUR 
GAME THAT STINKS...

...it’s your  GEAR!

End your season by getting your gear cleaned,

From From 
Approx. one hour turnaround

3434$ 9999

BEAT THE RUSH...
Spring BIKE TUNE-UPS

Only
39  99

+parts
& taxes

$

Rec Cycle N’ Sports is celebrating its

Join us during the first week of April and receive

Thanks Aurora, for 20 Great Years.
20% off our entire inventory.

20th ANNIVERSARY!

Aurora High School students Vivian Le (L) and Brooke Harrison (R) sort through items donated for the
fifth annual Philip Aziz Centre Charity Golf Tournament. The golf tournament is the brainchild of the 
hospice’s Youth Advisory Council which was founded by Brooke and a handful of her local friends.
While the tournament will take place Wednesday, May 16 at the Richmond Hill Golf Club, the young
organizers are still hoping that an elusive barbeque and flat screen TV are donated for their silent 
auction. Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

Young Aurora philanthropist
Brooke Harrison is on the cusp
of graduating from high school.

But while this is a big step
academically for the Grade 12
Aurora High Student, it also
means she and fellow volunteers
will be passing the torch to a new
"generation" of passionate
youth. For the past few years
Brooke and several other stu-
dents have been active mem-
bers of the Youth Advisory
Council (YAC) for the Philip Aziz
Centre for Hospice Care in
Toronto. 

In that time, whether it is mak-
ing bracelets or securing bur-
saries to help the Centre's pro-
grams for young people affected
by cancer, the youth committee
has raised nearly $110,000 for
their programming for children
and families.

"I started making bracelets
out of recycled jewellery," Brooke
tells The Auroran. "I sold them
with my friends with all the pro-
ceeds going towards the chil-
dren's camp fund at the Philip
Aziz Centre. After the kids went
off to camp, we looked at each
other and said we wanted to do
something more to help."

The group founded the YAC
and one of their first points of
business was a Christmas drive,
followed by a golf tournament,
which is now entering its fifth
year.

The fifth and final YAC Golf
Tournament will take place on
Wednesday, May 16 at the
Richmond Hill Golf Club.  While
the team is still accepting regis-
tration for both participants and
sponsors, they hope to raise
$50,000. Last year's event raised
over $40,000 for Philip Aziz' fam-
ily programs. 

According to mother Gina
Harrison, Brooke has always
had a passion for helping chil-
dren in need. Inspired by her
cousin Julianna who was diag-
nosed with leukemia, Brooke set
out to raise money for leukemia
research. Her efforts included
the creation and publication of
two cookbooks, which raised
over $60,000. Her efforts also
expanded to include projects
raising approximately $100,000
for Aboriginal children in north-
ern Ontario.

"Brooke is very passionate,"
said Gina. "It's probably who we
are in the family. It really hit home

Young philanthropist prepares to pass 
the torch to a new generation

when we were trying to explain
to a six year old that her cousin
had leukemia. We just wanted to
continue to help and we have
always encouraged compas-
sion. Brooke just took it to a
whole new level."

At that young age, Brooke
says she didn't fully understand
the concept of cancer, but knew
that one needed to cure loved
ones.

"I thought if I could pay the
doctors under the table to work
overtime Julianna would be
cured," Brooke says with a
chuckle."So, I started selling little
stories and pictures to my par-
ents for nickels and dimes and
quickly realised I needed more
than pocket change to cure can-
cer. That evolved into a charity
cookbook and from there it just
blossomed. I find giving back
really contagious and I love it.

When one considers Brooke
started compiling a cookbook
featuring recipes from friends,

family, and such notables as
Shania Twain, Anne Murray, and
Belinda Stronach at the age of
six, was published by the age of
eight, and had a second printing
of Cookin' In Brooke's Kitchen
ready to go by the age of 11, it
seems taking it "to a whole new
level" might be a bit of an under-
statement. 

"It was just a matter of initial-
ly asking friends and family for
donations, asking if they could
send in their favourite family
recipe," recalls Brooke. "My par-
ents thought it would be a small
little book, and it turned out to be
117 pages double sided. The fax
machine was ringing off the
hook and emails were coming
in. It was pretty crazy."

Brooke's more recent work
helping Aboriginal children in
northern Ontario was an initia-
tive which brought another wave
of semi-organized chaos into
the Harrison household. It was
during a service at Trinity

Anglican Church where Brooke
first heard the words of Mark L.
MacDonald, National
Indigenous Bishop for the
Anglican Church of Canada. 

His message that if the pow-
ers-that-be put all of Canada's

Continued on page 19
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Letter to the Editor

Brock’s Banter
By BROCK WEIR

100 Watts 
By CHRISTOPHER WATTS

The humble maple leaf has just finished a very busy week
here in Aurora.

The leaves had their first flutter Tuesday night when
Councillors considered just what to do about business owners
flying raggedy flags on their property.

Not much, said Town Solicitor Warren Mar, as anything to
legislate how to handle the flag could be considered an
infringement on freedom of expression.

Sitting in the Council chambers that evening, thoughts
turned to what would happen if being discussed by an
American council.

Our friends to the south have rules governing the proper
flying and disposal of “Old Glory”, as we do, but letting a flag
touch the ground or keeping it out in inclement weather is
strictly taboo. If these two provisions were in place here, sure-
ly this discussion would have been over before it started.

At the risk of sounding like a stick-in-the-mud or a relic from
the past, there oughtta be a law. No, not as strict as our neigh-
bours, but if a business owner takes on the responsibility of fly-
ing a flag to show their Canadian pride – or enticing customers
with Canadian pride at the very least – ownership must be
taken for its condition. If one takes on the responsibility of fly-
ing it, responsibility of maintaining it should come part and par-
cel.

A very fine line must be tread when it comes to maintaining
freedom of expression, but it seems unlikely that local busi-
nesses are flying the flags to make any sort of political state-
ment other than pride or to jazz up their storefronts. If they
were trying to make a political statement, they would be flying
ensigns...I don’t know, emblazoned with pot, as a resident in
the vaunted Aurora Promenade area did until very recently.

Some regulations for flag maintenance would be amiss.
Later last week, word came that the penny’s days were 

numbered. Finance Minister Jim Flaherty announced that the
coin, a divisive one to say the least, would be scrapped to save
around $11 million.

In the grand scheme of the Federal budget, this seems
almost an incidental amount. Perhaps my own sentimentality
is keeping hope alive that the plan is just a red herring to occu-
py people who might otherwise be horrified by what the Harper
Government is doing – or not doing – for you.

Remember two or three years ago when the Feds inserted
the wacky idea to revise O Canada to be gender neutral
almost haphazardly into the Throne Speech? Almost from 
the moment that passage passed the lips of then 
Governor General Michaelle Jean, that was a top 
story for a moment before the more important items 
in the Throne Speech were fully processed by the public.

Naturally, this proposal was scrapped practically before Her
Excellency was safely through the white stuccoed gates of
Rideau Hall. Nevertheless, I’m sure it served its purpose in 
giving the government a bit of time to gird their loins for the rest
of the speech to be dissected in the court of public opinion.

Whether or not this whole penny plan is another red her-
ring, it is certainly serving that purpose. While walking through
a Tim Horton’s drive through on Friday (yes, walking) there
were at least 30 pennies strewn about in the laneway. Were
they dropped accidently and left there for their relative lack of
value? Were the tossed there by people wanting to lighten
their pockets or purses? Either way, it made me wonder how
long it would take for people to become wistful about their
cents.

For this writer who has fond memories of his depression-
era grandparents collecting pennies in mismatched mugs and
old prescription bottles from pharmacies long since expired,
that moment has already arrived.

Red Leaves 
and Red Herrings

To submit a letter to the editor please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com – deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m. 
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Easter 1943 was marked by one group of Aurorans with

an Easter Sunday service at Aurora United Church. Held

on April 25 of that year, the service followed 

a traditional format and featured choral performances

and readings. Of social note for the people in 

attendance, it was announced that Dr. J. C. Cochrane,

Superintendant of Missions for Northern Ontario, 

was to pay a return visit to the church the following

month to show “films from the North” in a special 

fireside service. Cochrane was also the author of the

book “Trails and Tales of the North Land” about the 

history of northeastern Ontario. 
Images courtesy of 

the Aurora Historical Society

Upon reviewing the Town's 20 year strategic plan it’s 
evident that what the Town really needs is a new plan for
strategic planning.

Strategic planning generally fails because of two factors:
It typically occurs after long intervals, and it focuses on 
individual business units. As such, the process is completely
at odds with the way executives actually make important
strategy decisions, which are neither constrained by the 
calendar nor defined by unit boundaries.

Companies that have embraced continuous, 
issues-focused decision making make more than twice as
many important strategic decisions per year than companies
that follow a traditional planning model.

Optimists address comments 
over services

To the editor:

We, the Optimist Club of
Aurora would like to expand
on comments that were
made last week in an 
article appearing on page
11 of The Auroran.  

When we are out there
fundraising we advertise
that our profits go to the
youth of Aurora.  We want
the people of Aurora who
support us year in, year out
to know that we fund or
provide community service
to more than just hockey
and baseball.  

Without the public sup-
port we so enjoy we could
not be as successful a club
as we are. Annually, our
funds support the Music
Program at Aurora High
with a student scholarship,
Dr. G.W. Williams High
School this year towards a
peer mentoring program,
youth participants at the
Town of Aurora Art Show,
sponsorship for one stu-
dent from each high school
to attend a weekend lead-
ership seminar in May, a
Youth Golf Tournament and
the Aurora Public Library
children's section.  

We also provide spon-
sorship to the Aurora
Figure Skating Club for
their skating carnivals.  

We run an annual Youth
Chess Tournament open to
all public, private and sepa-

rate elementary and high
schools in Aurora and
sponsor the winners onto
the Regional Chess
Tournament.  We work
together with Bereaved
Families of York Region
and Kerry's Place for
Autism Services on their
annual events, handing all
profits back.  

We have been great
supporters of Southlake
each year at the Annual
Run for Southlake and with
a special project this year,
P.A.R.T.Y.  This program is
dedicated to teaching youth
the hazards and ramifica-
tions of drinking and driv-
ing. Each May we host a
Respect for Law dinner to
honour specific York
Regional Police Officers
who have gone above and
beyond their call and been
recognized by their superi-
ors for their efforts. 

These are just some of
the annual programs we
support year after year (for
over 25 years), with funds
raised by our Annual Book
Sale and our Mobile
Kitchen.  We also make
donations to groups or indi-
viduals requiring assis-
tance for health or equip-
ment to ease their burdens,
whether it is physical or
financial.  

As well we have donated
significant funds to build
the Aurora Public Library,

the Children's Safety
Village and the special
needs playground equip-
ment at Highview Public
School to name a few.  

We are just one of the
many great service groups
in Aurora who, as volun-
teers, dedicate funds, time

and energy to support our
Town and its greatest
asset, the people. We can't
thank them enough. 

Alex S. Ansell
President
The Optimist Club of
Aurora

Follow Christopher on twitter@WattsTrending
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By STEPHEN SOMERVILLE

Front Porch
Perspective

The Economic Action Plan 2012 announced last week, is a
positive plan to grow Canada's economy for today and into the
future. It is squarely focused on creating jobs, growth and long-term
prosperity. It is designed to keep taxes low and return Canada to
balanced budgets over the medium term.

With the help of the Government's low-tax agenda and
Canada's Economic Action Plan, since July 2009, Canada has 
created over 610,000 net new jobs. What's more, independent
international observers like the IMF and OECD predict Canada will
be at the head of the G-7 pack in economic growth for the years
ahead. 

But we cannot become complacent. The global economy
remains fragile and too many Canadians are still looking for work.
That's why Economic Action Plan 2012 takes advantage of today's
opportunity to position Canada for jobs, economic growth and 
long-term prosperity. 

Since taking office in 2006, the Government has been lowering
taxes, helping hard-working families get ahead (average family is
paying $3,100 less in taxes under our Government), supporting
entrepreneurs (lowering taxes on job-creating businesses), and
creating an environment to help create long-term jobs.

Building on that record, the Economic Action Plan 2012 moves
forward with a positive and ambitious agenda. For instance, to
ensure Canada remains competitive, Economic Action Plan 2012
will make major new investments in advanced research, science
and technology, and more. These investments will encourage 
innovation and position Canada to succeed in the knowledge 
economy of the 21st century. 

Our Plan lays a strong foundation for continued job creation and
economic growth with more support for training, extending the
Hiring Credit for Small Business, and providing new opportunities

for Canadians to gain access to the labour market.
The Plan promotes sustainable health care practices. A $6.5

million allocation for research at McMaster University to evaluate
ways to achieve better health outcomes for patients while making
the health care system more cost-effective through greater 
implementation of medical teams. A further $17 million investment
will help diversify Canada's medical isotope supply by developing
alternatives to existing isotope production technologies. 

A new long-term program for public infrastructure, already
under development, will extend beyond the expiry of the Building
Canada plan and benefit our municipalities of Newmarket and
Aurora. 

Over the next two years, the Government will spend nearly $12
billion to support provincial, territorial, and municipal infrastructure
through existing initiatives. A new 2-year $150 million community
infrastructure improvement fund will support repairs and 
improvements to existing small public infrastructure facilities, includ-
ing community centres, on a cost-shared basis in partnership with
municipalities, community organizations and not-for-profit entities.
In all, Economic Action Plan 2012 takes significant steps to:

- Encourage entrepreneurship, innovation, and world-class
research with over $1.1 billion in significant investments for
research and development, $500 million for venture capital, 
support for increased public and private research collaboration,
and much more. 

- Improve conditions for business investments with responsible
resource development streamlined for 'one project, one review';
expanding trade to open new markets; keeping taxes low, 
and more. 

- Invest in training, infrastructure and opportunity for Canadians
by extending the Hiring Credit for Small Business; investing in 

programs to help youth, Canadians with disabilities, aboriginals,
and workers over 50 get into the workforce; reforming the EI 
system to better promote job creation and remove disincentives to
work; investing millions in renewing local community infrastructure;
and more. 

- Help families and communities by increasing food safety 
monitoring; better protecting species at risk; assisting victims of
crime, improving water quality for First Nations communities; 
helping Canadians with disabilities save for their future, and more.  

- Ensure vital social programs and services will be there for
Canadians over the next generation by making gradual, responsi-
ble adjustments to Old Age Security; bringing pension plans for
public sector employees and Parliamentarians in line with those
Canadians working in the private sector; closing tax loopholes; and
more. 

Another key part of the Plan is securing Canada's strong fiscal
position by streamlining government operations, ending wasteful
spending, and more to move Canada to balanced budgets over the
medium term. We will do this without raising taxes and without 
cutting transfers to the provinces for services families rely on like
health care and education.  

Looking forward, our Government is also ensuring the sustain-
ability of our retirement income system, so it's there when
Canadians need it.  This includes making gradual adjustments to
the Old Age Security System down the road, and moving 
government employee and Parliamentarian pension plans more in-
line with the private sector.

Our Government sees Canada for what it is - a great country on
top of the world. Economic Action Plan 2012 wants to keep it that
way for today and for generations of Canadians to follow! 

Before this column returns next time to the local themes of peo-
ple, politics and public affairs, below are some unconnected, stream-
of-conscious and (most likely) incoherent musings and observations
regarding our annual family trip to Florida. 

As my eight year old son gets to enrich the lives of his grade three
class mates by recounting about events in his life, it would only seem
fitting that I get to do the same for my readers in Aurora.

The reflections from our recently finished family vacation to
Disney World can be broken down into two areas: t-shirts and my
rather well known (and soundly ridiculed) prognosticating ability.

One of my favourite pastimes when I am in Florida is to read the
t-shirts of people at the various Disney World theme parks. 

T-shirts - like bumper stickers - say a lot about people. They are a
way for individuals to express their individuality and to make a partic-
ular statement. 

Witness a couple of the slogans that I saw last year:
"You can either be: a.) Gun Victim, or b.) Gun Owner - You

Decide". This kind of caught my attention. The gentleman wearing
this shirt was a slightly built, unassuming guy pushing a middle aged
woman in a wheelchair. Made me wonder what his story was.

I saw a sixty-five year old man wearing a "Give Tiger a break,
Obama is screwing the whole country" shirt. Although he was sup-
posed to be in the self proclaimed "Happiest Place on Earth", he did
not look at all happy and I did not see a wife or any children with him.

One of my favourite shirts, and I saw two different people wear-
ing them, said "I reserve the right to arm bears". These shirts had a

picture on the front of a huge grizzly bear holding a shotgun.
I was not disappointed this year in my continuing quest to find

interesting t-shirts.
I saw a thirty-something man wearing a t-shirt that said - "this is

what Totally Awesome looks like", although he did not look overly
awesome to me.

Another man was wearing a great shirt; it had a picture of a bride
and groom on the front and above it was the words "GAME OVER".
This was priceless. I wanted my own t-shirt. But in addition to the pic-
ture of the bride and groom I would include a small boy and the t-shirt
would say "GAME REALLY OVER".

A rather intriguing shirt was worn by a two year old. The shirt had
a Nike logo on the front with the words "Game Changer". I guess
Mom and Dad expect this little gaffer to be quite the athlete. Good to
build the expectations up early. 

Although I did not see the following t-shirt on this particular trip, a
number of years ago down in Florida I spotted a guy with my all time
favourite t-shirt "Nixon and Agnew - Rested, Relaxed and Ready to
Roll in 92".

Usually on these trips 'ole Somerville wears a golf shirt every day,
topped off with my Toronto Maple Leafs baseball cap. 

The Leafs cap has elicited a few different responses over the
years.

Last August a guy wearing an authentic Sidney Crosby
Pittsburgh Penguins shirt shot me a rather disdainful look while in line
at the EPCOT theme park.

During that same trip while I was sitting on the curb trying to have
a quick nap near the Splash Mountain ride in the Magic Kingdom
theme park a guy walks by and says "Go Leafs Go" and shoots me
a big smile!

Although I am a big Leafs supporter, due to the lousiness of the
club I decided to wear another more publicly acceptable hat on vaca-
tion; my PC Party "Changebook" baseball cap! Hey, it's better than
what I was going to wear, which was a big paper bag over my head
that said “Leafs Fan!”

The last component to our trip was the NCAA men’s basketball
tournament – also commonly referred to as “March Madness”.

Everyone down in Florida was talking about the sixty-eight team
field and the preparation of their office pool brackets.

I am also a big college hoops fan and I was able to catch a num-
ber of opening round games on television while in Orlando.

With the first two rounds of the tournament completed, I predict
that the Indiana Hoosiers will beat the number one ranked college
team in the United States, the Kentucky Wildcats in the Sweet
Sixteen round and proceed to the Championship Game where they
will lose a close game to the North Carolina Tar Heels.

As this column got pushed back a week, I am happy to report
that – true to form - my NCAA men’s basketball picks were not close.
For tonight’s national final, I now pick Kansas over Kentucky 
67-65. 

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Lois Brown
Economic Action Plan 2012

By LOIS BROWN 
MP Newmarket-Aurora 
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store
www.thelightspot.ca

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

NOW OPEN

12930 YONGE STREET (SOUTH OF KING ROAD)

FRESH BREAD AND BUNS, 
HOT TABLE, DELI , PIZZA, PASTRIES AND CAKES

ESPRESSO BAR, GELATO, GIFT BASKETS 
AND CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS. 

CALL 905-773-1030

Only a small portion of northeast neighbourhood 
was consulted on traffic calming  

To the editor:

There has never been a seri-
ous traffic issue in the north-east
quadrant of Aurora (with the
exception of Yonge and
Wellington) and the majority of
the traffic calming measures are
a ridiculous and unsightly waste
of taxpayer's money.   

Define "traffic". We don't live
in a rural village, we live in subur-
ban Aurora. I have driven
through the "traffic calmed"

north-east quadrant of Aurora at
all times of day and night for the
last 18 years and I have never,
ever seen a traffic problem in this
quadrant!  To call the volume of
cars in this quadrant, "traffic" is a
joke! The only places that I have
ever witnessed true traffic issues
were on Walton Drive (just north
of Ecole Saint-Jean P.S.) and at
Odin and Spruce Street (by
Lester B. Pearson P.S.), during
the early morning "get to school"
rush, and again at the end of the

school day.  
This "traffic" was comprised

of school buses, the normal vol-
ume of traffic and parents drop-
ping off and picking up their chil-
dren from the schools. The
streets, particularly Walton Drive,
would be gridlocked and
impassable. 

The powers that be on the
school boards worked out a
staggered schedule for the
schools to begin and end their
day, and the buses were stag-

gered to suit the new times.  This
made a huge difference to the
"traffic" in this neighbourhood
and has had a far greater impact
than the "calming efforts" ever
have or ever will.  

There has, however, been an
issue with speeding throughout
the quadrant. On a positive note,
the speed humps seem to be
quite effective at slowing drivers
down wherever they have been
implemented.  If a driver does
not choose to slow down, their

vehicle will most likely be dam-
aged in the front end as the
speed humps are large.  This is a
reasonable consequence and a
more cost effective and visually
acceptable traffic calming meas-
ure for tax payers.    

I, and many of my neigh-
bours, were appalled that the
entire northeast quadrant was
not consulted or allowed to voice
objection to the then "proposed
traffic calming measures."  We
were good citizens.  Once we
caught wind of what was being
proposed, we attended the
meetings and cried foul. 

How dare the local govern-
ment of that time, not consult the
entire neighbourhood? We have
very little choice but to drive
through this area in order to
access the majority of Aurora.
We were told that this supposed
"due process" did not apply to us
as we were north of Mark Street. 

We were told that if we had
issues we had to request our
own survey and inquiry (are you
kidding me?), we were told that
we had no say in this discussion
and that we would not be heard
on this issue! Really?  Well, we
were heard loud and clear at the
next election.  The whole
process stunk and I am tired of
hearing from the tiny sample of
residents who were consulted,
that there was ample discussion
and due process was served!

Stop calling less than one
quarter of this neighbourhood
the northeast quadrant.  

Anyone who lives between

St. John's Sideroad and
Wellington, Walton Drive to
Yonge St. is affected by the calm-
ing measures on a daily basis.
We all get to play "chicken" with
our neighbours on a daily basis!
On a daily basis, drivers ignore
the centre line, straight run the
chicanes and come very close to
having head-on collisions. 

On a daily basis, we face
one-way and no exit streets that
serve no purposes other than to
create tranquil environments for
those few who live on those
streets.   Again, we don't live in a
rural village and I'm afraid that
the idyllic wishes of a few have
outweighed the practical reality
of the many.  Shortly after the
"calming measures" were imple-
mented, a friend penned a little
poem called "You can't get there
from here" and it was printed in
the paper.  It eloquently
described how difficult it had
become for N.E. quadrant resi-
dents to safely access the Yonge
and Wellington St. area and local
shops due to the new traffic
calming measures. 

All in all, the traffic calming
measures are, in my opinion, "an
epic fail" on so many levels.  I am
tired of driving through, in and
around them.  I am tired of look-
ing at them and I am especially
tired of being reminded each and
every day that the majority of res-
idents in this neighbourhood had
no voice!

Julie Wood
Aurora

Resident irked by ePlay registration glitch 
To the editor:

Who knew that signing up
child(ren) would cost an extra
$9.28 per class when using the
Town of Aurora's E-Play
Registration this spring? I did
not.

On Tuesday, February 21, I
sat down at my computer with
my client numbers, course
codes and credit card.  I was
able to choose two of the three
programs I wanted (encoun-
tered a glitch with the third but
that is another complaint), and
checked out and printed my

receipt because no receipt will
be mailed to you if you don't (as
stated in the guide). 

Looking over my receipt I
noticed a user fee charge of
$18.56 and thought why is that
there? I added everything up
and sure enough I was charged
an extra $18.56 for two classes.
My first reaction was, "Why?"

A year ago when the Town
introduced e-Play Registration I
was charged a user fee, called
the Town and was told, "Sorry,
that should not be there. The
Town will be absorbing that cost
but about the first 100 users

were charged. I will reverse that
charge for you."   

I was very happy with this
outcome.

So, almost a year later, I pick
up the phone immediately and
was told the Town would no
longer be absorbing the costs.
Well, I was surprised, shocked
and plain hurt.  I told John that
nowhere - in the Community
Centres, online or in the spring
program guide - was it stated or
explained that a user fee would
be added per class to use the e-
Play Registration system.  

The answer was, "it shows

you your cost when you go to
check out and you can choose
then to continue to use e-Play."
My response was it was not a
flashing line, or a pop up telling
you this fee is being
charged…That most people
would not notice till after they
had paid.  Well no sympathy was
given.

I continued to explain that
this user fee charge of $9.28 per
class should be posted and
explained, not just appear.  Their
response was, "Well, you can
always use Tele-Play.  I don't
know if they have any children or
not, but using the phone to sign
up with three small children
around is not practical.  The
Town is promoting e-Play as the
best thing going, and using the
internet with a family around is
much easier for me, but I'm pret-
ty sure not worth $9.28.  And
using Tele-Play means you are
less likely to get the classes you
want because it takes longer to
actually get though, type in all
the numbers, get confirmations,
etc.

My biggest issue with The
Town is that it costs $9.28 a
class. Not each time you use E-
Play.  But for each individual
class.  For me, if I sign up each
of my three children for one
class each it will cost me an
extra $27.84. My next issue is
the Town has basically snuck the
user fee in - no notices, no com-
plaints, is that what they were
thinking?  

Well, I noticed and I am sure
there are more families who
noticed too and are just as
annoyed and frustrated with The
Town.

Tara Foster
Aurora

(Editor’s Note: For plans on
what the Town plans to do to
address this issue, please see
Page 8)

Katimavik program should be spared: Reader
To the editor:

On Sunday, a fellow hike

leader and I took a Katimavik

group out onto the Nokiidaa

Trail.

We highlighted the ecologi-

cal treasures of the trail, where

it winds through  the pristine

parts of the Vandorf Woodlot,

practically in the centre of

Aurora. They saw holes in trees

pecked by woodpeckers,

springs of tributaries, and wild

leek. 

Some of the group are vol-

unteering to be hike leaders

during the first annual Nokiidaa

Trail Walk event, on April 29. 

While it will be the first time

for the event, it will be the last

year for the Katimavik program. 

Katimavik is a Federal pro-

gram that has brought young

people from across Canada

together to volunteer for com-

munity work, while connecting

to each other and fellow work-

ers, and providing threads

between Canadians.

In the recently announced

Federal budget, the Katimavik

program was cut. My pleas with

our local MP to keep it running

obviously fell on deaf ears.

Perhaps the program could

have been continued with

some more costs being picked

up by the program participants

and with opportunities for 

sponsorships. With that in mind,

perhaps the program could be

put back on track, as part of

next year's budget; it was cut

before, then re-established.

So maybe in the future

some other energetic Katimavik

participants could once more

volunteer, as they do now, for

our community work, and for

the Nokiidaa Trails Walk.

Klaus Wehrenberg

Aurora

Monday marks Vimy Ridge anniversary 
To the editor:

April 9 marks the 95th
anniversary of the Battle of Vimy
Ridge.  

After failed attempts by both
British and French forces, a
corps of brave and determined
Canadian soldiers captured this
strategic ridge in France, which
was of great importance to the
German defence.

Despite the terrible price in
casualties, this battle marked not
only a significant Allied victory,
but also the first time Canadians
had fought as an independent
force and not as part of the
British Army.  

Along with other achieve-

ments during the First World
War, the Battle of Vimy Ridge
helped establish Canada as a
key player on the world stage,
earning our country a separate
signature on the Versailles
Peace Treaty which ended the
war. 

As a member of The War
Amps Operation Legacy, a
group of committed young peo-
ple who are dedicated to pre-
serving Canada's military her-
itage, I would like to highlight this
significant anniversary of a battle
considered by many to mark
Canada's birth as a nation.

To commemorate the
anniversary, members of
Operation Legacy will be donat-

ing copies of the documentaries
A Vimy Veteran Remembers and
In Flanders Fields to their local
libraries.  

These productions are part of
The War Amps internationally
award-winning Military Heritage
Series, which tells the lesser-
known Canadian stories, and are
available at a cost-recovery price
by calling 1-800-250-3030 or 
visiting waramps.ca.

Chris Angela De Leon 
Member, Operation Legacy
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Bathroom 
& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

NEXT COURSE STARTS 
APRIL 14–2 WEEKENDS

905-726-4132

The Driver Training
Course that Helps

Parents Sleep
Nights!

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Fibromyalgia is reaching
alarming levels and ineffective
treatment is common. If 
you suffer from fibromyalgia
you need to be aware 
of exciting new 
discoveries that can 
prevent years of  pain and 
suffering.

You have probably told
your doctor you have con-
stant, unrelenting joint pain...
tender, achy spots all over
your body, neck and upper
back soreness... pain
between your shoulder
blades... chronic fatigue... and
maybe constant or intermit-
tent  headaches. You can’t
sleep at night and are
exhausted all day.

You can’t even enjoy the
simple things in life anymore,
such as playing with your 
children.  Getting out of bed
everyday is an unbelievable
challenge.

Life has become 
unbearable.

Your doctor does an exam
–negative.  He takes some  
X-rays –negative.  Does a few
blood tests –negative.  Maybe
even an MRI 

–negative.  
Then they may tell you that

you have Fibromyalgia  (or
may have  Fibromyalgia) and
may give you anti-inflammato-
ry drugs or other medications. 

You may find what
approaches are offered do not
help greatly.   

So you go back, again and
again, and your doctor gives
you different drugs to try to
make you feel better.   

The doctor eventually may
say, “I’ve done all I can do, you
just need to learn to live 
with it.”

After  exhausting the  list of
medications you may also be
told it’s “all in your head” and
they may even send you to a
psychiatrist for anti-depres-
sant drugs.

You may have gone
through months, if not years,
of grueling tests and drugs
that may have  horrible side
effects.  

It is clear that any
Fibromyalgia sufferer  needs
to learn the facts revealing
how their body became  dam-
aged and find out ways to help
themselves heal.  

Sufferers should be aware
that there are many natural
ways of helping themselves
feel better by strengthening
their immune and repair 
systems.  

The medical system has
essentially three  major 
choices: drugs, physiotherapy
or surgery. 

There are additional 
choices available including
new approaches that are 
sensible,  natural, non-inva-
sive and safe.  These
approaches have  helped
many fibromyalgia sufferers
change their life forever.

To help sufferers function
better, an upcoming workshop
is scheuled to reveal effective
ways  to feel better, sleep bet-
ter, improve energy and
restore quality of life.

As a community service,
this workshop is free. 

The workshop will be held
on Wed. April 11, 7:30 pm. – 9
pm. at the King West Wellness
Centre 141 King Rd Unit 10
Richmond Hill. 

Seating is limited. To 
make reservations call 
877-334-2785.

Fibromyalgia: New Approach 
Delivers Remarkable Results

Advertorial

Senior Scape
By CHARLES SEQUEIRA

March Recap

Brian Warburton: We
were very sorry to be
informed by Brian of his
decision to cease further
submissions of his weekly
column of Senior Scape,
Brian has been writing
this weekly column for the
past six years and on
behalf of our members at
the Seniors' Centre we
are very grateful and
appreciate his effor t in
keeping our members and
community at large on all
the happenings at our
Centre. 

In the meantime I will
be submitting text for the
continuation of the Senior
Scape column, and in the
meantime will be looking
for someone who will be
interested to continue
submissions within our
membership.

April is Volunteer
month: We must appreci-
ate the work of all volun-
teers not only at the
Seniors' Centre but in our
community as well.
Without their effort, dedi-
cation and commitment,

events, programs and
various activities would
not be possible. The
Aurora Seniors' Centre
Volunteers log in close to
14,000 hours annually.
The Town of Aurora rec-
ognizes the impact of our
Volunteers at the Seniors'
Centre and will join us to
celebrate on Monday,
April 23, 2012.

Aurora Community
Arboretum AGM: On
behalf of ASA, Barbara
and I attended the Meet &
Greet and their annual
general meeting 2012 on
Monday March 26, at 7.30
p.m. We were acknowl-
edged as ASA being their
newest member. They
presented their ACA
update on past achieve-
ments and plans for 2012.
This year they plan to
start phase three of Flora
Aurora. Detail planning
for the area near the
Seniors' Centre will have
to be coordinated with the
Centre's Executive and Al
Downey of Aurora's Parks
and Recreation 

department. 
Metrolinx -  Linking

people to places: An
agency of the
Government of Ontario,
on their invitation Barbara
attended their session at
the Aurora Town Hall on
Wednesday March 28 at
10 a.m. Their objective is
to champion, develop and
implement an integrated
transportation system for
our Region that enhances
prosperity, sustainability
and quality of life. Our
interest would relate to
Seniors, where trans-
portation is a very impor-
tant phase in their quality
of life. Barbara will pro-
vide us with a brief
report. 

Aurora Farmers
Market: Congratulations
to Jan Freedman who has
been appointed
Chairperson of the 2012
Aurora Farmers Market.
Jan is also an active
Volunteer member of our
Seniors' Centre. We wish
her much success in her
new role and we will con-

tinue to build on our
ongoing partnership with
the Market.

Strategic Plan
Consultation: At the invi-
tation of the Town, and on
behalf of ASA, I attended
the final meeting on
Thursday, March 29. The
Town of Aurora has devel-
oped  a new strategic
plan to in identify and
assess growth and devel-
opment opportunities, to
help ensure the future
economic, social and
environmental sustain-
ability and health of the
Town, where neighbours
care and business thrive.
On behalf of ASA our
interest is the growing
number of seniors in the
next twenty years and
that this PLAN will com-
municate and connect
with Seniors as well.

Mayor's Anti-Litter
Clean-up Day: Join us on
Saturday, April 28. Clean
up takes place from 9
a.m. to Noon throughout
Aurora, followed by a
BBQ and family fun activ-

ities from Noon to 2 p.m.
at Town Park. To partici-
pate please call Info
Aurora at 905-727-8214.

The Aurora Seniors
Walking Group has reg-
istered as a Team to par-
ticipate in the 5 Km
Run/Walk for Southlake
Hospital on April 29. We
want to invite all members
of the Seniors' Centre and
community to help us
meet our fundraising goal
by either registering as a
participant and joining us
in the walk or by sponsor-
ing our team "Aurora
Seniors Walkers" with a
pledge or donation.
Registration and Pledge
forms are available at the
Seniors’ Centre Reception
Desk. For more informa-
tion please contact Ruth
Church at the Centre 
or by e-mail at
r.church1@sympatico.ca

Thanks for your support!

If any senior person in
our Community would like
to know more about the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre by
way of programs, activi-
ties, special events,
please visit our website at
: www.auroraseniors.ca or
you can e-mail us at:
a u r o r a s e n i o r s @
rogers.com, phone us at
905-726-4767 between
the hours of 9 a.m. and 4
p.m. Monday to Friday.
You can also visit our
Seniors’ Centre and we
will be glad to take you
around and you can pick
up a copy of our most
recent newsletter.

In closing let me
remind you: when we
share laughter, there's
twice the fun;  When we
share success, we've sur-
passed what we've done!

ventureLAB aligns innovators 
to increase impact

By Wendy Soloduik

It's not who you know, it's how

you network.

ventureLAB, an "innovation

centre" for the technology entre-

preneur, is expanding its support

services network to include

advanced health technology, dig-

ital media, information and com-

munications technologies, green

energy, clean tech and advanced

materials and manufacturing

commercialization assistance

companies.

Part of the Ontario Network of

Excellence (ONE), ventureLAB

was established in February

2011 with funding from the

Ministry of Economic

Development and Innovation to

align programs and resources

within the province to better sup-

port innovators.

Locally, ventureLAB is work-

ing to facilitate mentoring, part-

nering and connecting advice for

innovative small- to medium-

sized and start-up entrepreneurs.

The goal is to help turn their

great ideas into globally competi-

tive products and services. 

"We want to become 

the leading go-to Regional

Innovation Centre in York Region

and one of the best in Canada,"

said Brigitte Sharpe,

ventureLAB's Communications

and Community Outreach man-

ager. "If we are to do this we need

to inform everyone we are here

to help build an innovation

ecosystem in York Region - one

measured by the economic

impact of our programs and serv-

ices that target technology-based

entrepreneurs starting and 

growing global enterprises."

To get the message out,

Sharpe is taking ventureLAB on

the road. 

"We feel that not enough peo-

ple we could help are aware of

how ventureLAB could assist

them... and we hope to spread

the word during this year," she

said.

Since last February, 1,000

businesses have enrolled in the

program - in the hopes that their

alignment will help to promote

industry, hospital, academic and

government relationships, while

providing new opportunities for

creative innovation collaboration

in York Region.

ventureLAB president and

CEO Jeremy Laurin is helping to

coordinate municipal, regional,

provincial and national 

mandates, to assist these 

connections for York Region's

tech sector giants. 

"This past year ventureLAB

met with literally hundreds of

technology-based entrepre-

neurs throughout York Region

and the GTA, inspired, hard-

working folks all trying to change

the world," he said. "It's challeng-

ing, exciting and a pleasure to

work with technology entrepre-

neurs. We know there are many

more in York Region and now

we want to meet them."

ventureLAB is using informa-

tion gathered from client

research to revamp existing pro-

grams, such as BUILD (Begin,

EdUcate, Invest, Launch and

ExpanD), and to develop sector

sponsored programs in York

Region. 

"These (programs) will be tai-

lor-made to directly benefit York

Region technology enterprises

who wish to partner with us and

achieve specific outcomes from

our innovation BUILD program

and mentoring services," he

added.

ventureLAB's board, com-

prised of York Region business

leaders, envisions the MCC

building itself as a place where

entrepreneurs can reside in,

innovate and collaborate togeth-

er and use its resources to help

commercialize their ideas. 

"We see this as an exciting

innovation clubhouse atmos-

phere, fostering hothouse growth

opportunities for entrepreneurs.

One ideal outcome would be a

successful capital procurement

system operating inside of

ventureLAB as a provincial incu-

bator.... a first here," said Mr.

Laurin.

For more information about

the non-profit innovation centre,

visit venturelab.ca
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 Fantastic Selection of 
   Children’s Shoes!!
                 Available in wide widths.

The New Balance KG633GG

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Celebrating our 42nd year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

This lightweight shoe is perfect for your child’s 

all-day play. Our staff has gone through in-depth 

training to ensure children’s feet are properly fitted for 

comfort and proper growth.

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

Fantastic Select
   Children’s Sho
                  Available in wide width

The New Balanc

r 

Patented cushioning 
    technology and a variety 
         of closures to fit the 
             need of any kind and 
                   any technology.

“We have earned the right to be cynical”: Pirri
fort me in any way. 

"From January 2011 I have
been opposed to the gover-
nance model of this board. I
accepted the consultant's
advice and the former treasur-
er's advice that the best way
to have this facility become
self-sufficient and not become
a sink hole for funds is to have
an arm's length board. My
experience with this arm's
length board leads me to
believe this was not good
advice.

"[The agreement] is not
serving the community's inter-
est and I think you completely
underestimate the outrage in
the community. The more
information has come out, the
more outraged they are."

For Mayor Geoffrey Dawe,
the controversy over the
Cultural Centre was a trial by
fire with correspondence from

residents questioning his
leadership ("or in some cases
lack of same") in his stance on
the issue.

"The definition of leader-
ship depends on what side of
the issue people are on, so I
found that to be an interesting
discussion," said Mayor
Dawe. "The reason why I am
governing myself the way I am
is because of...my belief of
what is good for the communi-
ty, just as Councillor Buck
does based on her belief, and
just as [others] do on their
belief. 

"My sense of what was
good for the community was
that if we attempt to come to
an agreement that we have
done, that did not involve ter-
mination, I believe by taking
this route we have achieved a
lot of [what] Council wanted
and we have done that in a
much shorter timeframe with

much less disruption in the
community. 

"I believe that we are well
on the way to fixing what we
all agree was an issue and 
I think we are all doing it in the
manner that most befits how a
proper organization works. 
I am pleased we have gotten
this far."

As for Councillors Pirri and
Abel, the two that brought 
forward the initial motion to
terminate the contract, there
were mixed reviews of the
agreement before them.
Councillor Abel, for instance,
said although he was initially
not supportive, he wanted to
"commend" the representa-
tives from the Cultural Centre
board for accomplishing many
outstanding issues with the
Town. While Councillor Abel
said the report was encourag-
ing, Councillor Pirri, on the
other hand was less than

completely convinced that the
timelines would be met as 
outlined in the agreement.

"I think we have earned the
right to be cynical at this
point," said Councillor Pirri.
"What happens if this is just a
ruse? What happens if [the
Cultural Centre] just walks
away from the table in October
or November? What happens
at that point if they just choose
not to negotiate in the future,
now that we have relinquished
our right to a timeframe to
ensure that this gets done?"

In response, Mayor Dawe
said from working with the
board members over the past
few weeks his sense was that
wouldn't happen.

"If we do get to that
impasse and if it is not caused
by the Town, that is one of the
reasons for having a facilitator,
there is a clause in the agree-
ment that we have currently

with the Aurora Cultural
Centre that allows us immedi-
ate termination and I would be
quite happy to invoke
that...and I would be quite
pained if we ever got to that
situation."

Following the Tuesday's
decision, the Cultural Centre
board thanked the Mayor,
Aurora CAO Neil Garbe and
Parks and Recreation Director
Al Downey for their "commit-
ment in putting these first inte-
gral steps in place", as well as
those in the community that
came out and voiced their
support for the Cultural
Centre.

"The board is particularly
pleased with the development
of several fundamental values
and principles with respect to
the Centre's current program-
ming mandate and impor-
tance within our community,"
said board president Rob
Layton in a statement. 

Tracy Smith, Vice
President of the board added,
"With these common areas of
understanding as the founda-
tion for negotiations, both par-
ties are able to move forward
in a positive and collaborative
environment and we look for-
ward to the next phase of dis-
cussions with the Town
regarding a new cultural serv-
ices agreement."

As drafted, the terms of ref-
erence agreed to by both par-

ties will address issues both
have identified. From Council's
perspective, issues include
Council or Town representa-
tion on the Board of Directors,
Council's approval of a grant
to the centre within the munic-
ipal budget process, the devel-
opment and evaluation of key
performance indicators (KPIs),
municipal access to the
Church Street School, and
making the Centre's board
meetings open and accessi-
ble. Of particular interest given
the discussions that have led
to this point is the inclusion of
the "care, interpretation, and
display of heritage artefacts."

The Centre, on the other
hand, has identified: ensuring
the "integrity, transparency,
and accountability" between
the two parties; the creation of
a "collaborative environment"
on the delivery of Cultural
services in Town; a coordinat-
ed approach to delivery; clarifi-
cation on financial reporting
and payments; fundraising
expectations; details over the
relationship between the
Centre and the Aurora
Historical Society collections;
and "ensuring a mutually
acceptable process to estab-
lish multi-year stable core
funding to support the
Centre's Strategic Plan," along
with the "logistics" of having
Council representation on the
board.

Residents to get credit over e-Play glitch
By Brock Weir

An "oversight" at the Town
has left some residents see-
ing red after being charged
an additional fee for their e-
Play service.

e-Play will soon be re-
launched and people current-
ly registered in the program
will receive a credit in their
user fees until July 20.

e-Play was launched by
the Town last summer, allow-
ing residents to register
online for programs through
the Town's Parks and
Recreation program. From its
inception users of e-Play
were charged a 3 per cent
surcharge for each program's
fee for use of the online serv-
ice which was collected by
the internet host. Normal reg-
istration fees from that time
were absorbed by the Town
and for 2011 this amounted
to $10,998.68. 

During the 2012 budget
process, however, the Town
decided it was no longer
going to absorb the fee and
put it back on the users, but
this message did not get out
to everyone concerned.

"It was felt that we could
apply the fee to the users of
the system instead of
increasing fees across the
board, or applying the fee to
the overall tax rate," said Al
Downey, Aurora's Director of
Parks and Recreation. "This
was included in the budget as
approved by Council on
February 14. 

"This change was not
communicated in the
Recreation Program Guide
as the Guide went to print
prior to Council's approval of
the 2012 budget, and

although the change was
communicated on the e-Play
registration site, due to an
oversight it was not posted in
a prominent location until
March 6 and was not com-
municated on the Town of
Aurora website, resulting in
clients registering without
the full knowledge of the fee
being applied.

The re-launch of the cur-
rent process will see a credit
for all registered users up
until July 20. Come July 21,
however, the updated fee
structure will be released in
Aurora's fall recreation
guide. 

Town staff, however, con-

sidered re-absorbing the
user fees but ultimately
decided against it.

"The Town could choose
to absorb the user fees as
was the practice in 2011 and
as is the practice with all
other York Region municipal-
ities," said Mr. Downey. "As
this practice would require a
contract change with the
internet host and a revised
communication strategy, the
earliest practical implemen-
tation date would be July
2012 to coincide with regis-
tration for fall programs. The
Parks and Recreation
Services Department budget
would be affected and may

result in a year-end deficit. A
revised communication strat-
egy would also be required
to implement this change."

A re-launch of the pro-
gram, added Mr. Downey,
could have a negative impact
on the Recreation budget
projections but "will certainly
provide a level of customer
service that we feel is essen-
tial in dealing with our pres-
ent and future clients.

"[This] acknowledges the
delay in communicating the
application of the user fee to
our clients, and provides an
opportunity to better commu-
nicate the additional cost of
a user fee."

From page 1

No royal visit for Aurora after all
By Brock Weir

Aurora won't be wel-

coming Royal visitors next

month after all.

Although the itinerary

for the Prince of Wales and

Duchess of Cornwall's

upcoming tour of Canada

next month to mark the

Queen's Diamond Jubilee

has yet to be released,

The Auroran learned late

last week that Aurora was

not on the list. 

The Town issued the

invitation to Prince Charles

and his wife when the visit

was announced late last

year. The campaign to wel-

come the Royal Couple

gained steam over the next

couple of months gaining

support from Newmarket-

Aurora's MP Lois Brown

and MPP Frank Klees. It

even attracted the atten-

tion of a local polo player

acquainted with the Prince

of Wales who planned to

plead Aurora's case 

directly with the Heir to the

Throne...but it was not 

to be. 

The Royal Couple will

be in Canada next month

and are expected to visit

Ontario, including the

National Capital Region,

New Brunswick, and

Saskatchewan, before

heading to Australia and

New Zealand to continue

the Jubilee celebrations. 

As the campaign to host

the couple in Aurora

gained momentum, ideas

on just what they could do

in Town ranged from cele-

brating Aurora's receipt of

the Prince of Wales Prize

for Municipal Heritage

Leadership, to opening up

the new Lieutenant-

Governor John Graves

Simcoe Armoury on

Industrial Parkway South,

to re-naming the Aurora

Cultural Centre in the

Prince's Honour.
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Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Proposed space could be for more than just youth
specialized programs like
youth art, BMX clinics, and the
Flipside Skate Park. These
programs, which are used by
2,270 kids, however, are being

operated out of more than 20
different spaces around Town,
some of which do not have reli-
able availability.

"Current rental of schools is
costly and not only that, it is dif-

ficult to get that space," said
Mr. Downey. "It is also difficult to
program that space. As you
know, we have programmed
five or six months in the future
and schools are reluctant to

actually dedicate a gym or
book a gym for that space
because they're not quite sure
what their school needs are
going to be. That's part of the
challenge.

"Schools often cancel per-
mits at the last minute and that
certainly causes confusion [as
youth] never know when they
are coming to the facility
whether they are going to see
that sign or activity numbers
drop off because there is no
dependability available. You
can imagine if we put a sign
every day on the door of an
activity room at the Seniors'
Centre and told them, 'I'm
sorry, it is being used by some-
body else.'

"It leads to inconsistency
and poor customer service and
that is something we don't want
to nurture within the 
community."

Aside from the options
available to Councillors (Please
see article below), concerns
around the Council table
ranged from youth services in
other municipalities to what
happens in the future if, unlike
what Mr. Downey said, the
youth do not come. 

The situation in other towns
was brought to the fore by
Councillor Michael Thompson
who asked whether surround-
ing communities are also
maxed out when it comes to
youth programming. If so, there
may be an opportunity to draw
on those youth and their com-
munity programming for addi-
tional revenues, he said.

"We do draw from the other
municipalities with a number of
our programs, regardless of
whether it is youth or not," said
Mr. Downey. "The price is the
same, but the accessibility is
different. If you are a resident
you get to register for a pro-
gram earlier than a non-resi-
dent, so that we ensure that the

spaces are available for Aurora
residents and then we open it
up to anyone else who wishes
to come in. We certainly
encourage that because it
helps bring up the cost metrics
for that particular program."

As for whether youth will be
using this facility - whatever and
wherever it turns out to be -
down the road was also of con-
cern, particularly to Councillors
Wendy Gaertner and Paul Pirri.
Councillor Pirri, for instance,
questioned what the makeup
might be of users in 25 years
and whether the Parks and
Recreation Department had
any concerns over the need for
a building up to 45 years from
now.

"Whatever option we select,
that is why we are calling it
community program space for
youth because community pro-
gram space is community pro-
gram space," said Mr. Downey. 

"If youth wish to use it, they
are more than welcome to. If
we find out that the use pat-
terns are [different] we have a
number of programs that we
would definitely be using to fit
that facility. Program space is
the most important. Certainly
we're emphasizing the youth
portion of this at this time
because we feel that that is a
need and we know there is a
need. We have already demon-
strated with our programs that
there is a need, so regardless
of whether our demographics
change we feel that space is
going to be needed.

"[With the Seniors Centre]
we built in the opportunity to
make alterations to that build-
ing at very little cost as the use
changes."

From page 1

Nashville-based Canadian singer Jodi King took to the stage of  Aurora’s Trinity United Church with her
husband Chris Rademaker at a special Friday night concert. The musical duo was in Town as part of a
fundraising effort to raise money for the children in the Northern Ontario community of Attawapiskat,
near James Bay. Auroran photo by David Falconer  

Leisure Complex and Stronach Centre
most likely candidates for Youth Centre
By Brock Weir

Five options were pre-
sented at Council last week
for Aurora's proposed youth
centre, but only two check all
the boxes of what youth real-
ly need, according to the
architect behind the propos-
als.

Architect Victor
Jaunkalns presented his five
proposals on Tuesday which
ranged from two renovation
projects at the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex on
Industrial Parkway North, to
a brand-new development in
conjunction with a future
residential complex at Yonge
and Wellington. 

The architects restricted
themselves to looking at
sites which met standard cri-
teria, including location to
the centre of Town, transit,
and moraine land.

"Each of these sites has
some benefits and some
weaknesses," said Mr.
Jaunkalns, noting each site
was evaluated using an
identical scoring system on
costs (renovation and/or
construction), the number of
programs that could be
accommodated, parking
capacity, and the amenities
available like pools, ice
pads, and proximity to trails,
open space, and sports
fields. 

The first option evaluated
was renovating the fitness
area of the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex (AFLC) to
accommodate a youth cen-
tre. While this option scored
high in its location, room for
expansion, onsite amenities
and closeness to other
amenities, it lost out in sev-
eral important areas.

First of all, fitting a youth
centre in there would require
the closure of Club Aurora
and its relocation elsewhere
within the building or to a
new site. The split level

design of the building would
also prove problematic, and
its construction would result
in the loss of additional pro-
gramming like squash
courts and other activity
rooms. 

Ultimately this option
scored 46 points out of a
possible 100.

Another option which
failed to make the grade,
scoring just 35, was an addi-
tion to the Aurora
Community Centre (ACC).
Although the ACC is central-
ly located within town, close
to parks and sports fields,
and has ice pads already in
place, there is no room on
site for a gym, which was
one element previously
identified as a top need by
youth, and promoted by Al
Downey, Aurora's Director of
Parks and Recreation. 

Additional problems with
this site include restricted
areas within the building,
lack of parking, and simply
not being able to accommo-
date an adequate number of
programs. 

Scoring 44 was a pub-
lic/private development at
Yonge and Wellington which
would be central to transit,
and help Aurora with its
goals for urban intensifica-
tion, such a building would
be entirely contingent on the
schedule of the private part-
ner's developer. It would
also require rezoning, new
staffing positions, and out-
door programming would
have to be housed else-
where. 

Just slightly ahead with
45 points was developing a
Centre near St. Andrew's
Plaza in the former
Foodland location. Adjacent
to sports fields at St.
Andrew's College (a plus)
and close to transit and
established parking, there
would be a limited street
presence from Yonge Street.

Demolition and construction
would also be costly.

The two most viable
options, according to Mr.
Jaunkalns, are an addition
onto the AFLC and new con-
struction on the Stronach
Aurora Recreation Complex
(SARC). 

Scoring 64 on the scale,
the AFLC addition shares all
of the other AFLC advan-
tages, but covers all the
bases with minimal disrup-
tion.

"It really does complete
the entire inventory of pro-
grams and it has no loss of
program areas," he said. "It
scored very well for capital
costs and is an open site
that needs some renovation
to the existing. Because the
site is large and open it has
good parking capacity. The
central location is a benefit
and it is compatible with a
majority of the youth needs
analysis."

The SARC development
which, if that is ultimately the
way Council goes, would be
built on the northwest side of
the site where future homes
in the 2C section of Town will
be constructed in coming
years. This option scored 72
points and was heralded for
its proximity to transit, its
location within a future
growth area, and is close to
fields and trails. 

The site also has the
added advantage of having
been built with the idea of
expanding programs on the
site.  Although this project
would be slightly more
expensive than the other, it
can accommodate all
needs, provide adequate
parking, and result in mini-
mal disruption, said Mr.
Jaunkalns. 

While the AFLC and
SARC proposals were the
two recommended options,
Councillor Paul Pirri said he
still preferred the Orchard

Heights project. Councillor
Pirri said there might be fur-
ther opportunity to investi-
gate a public/private part-
nership in its completion.

"We're happy to look at
that," said Mr. Downey. "I
think that this is the type of
discussion we would cer-
tainly like to see happen
[when Council makes a rec-
ommendation] on April 17. If
Council chose that as an
option they would like us to
look at, then that is certainly
one of the issues we're
going to look at. We're only
going to investigate it if
General Committee recom-
mends that that is a site to
look at."

Although Councillor John
Abel said Tuesday that he
was hoping to see one
brand-new centralized facili-
ty as one of the options he
said that was a 
matter for discussion on
April 17 as well.

As for Councillor Evelyn
Buck, she wanted to make
absolutely sure that this
would be a facility that youth
would actually use.

"A number of years ago,
the youth themselves decid-
ed on what their Centre
would be and they roosted
on the steps of the Aurora
United Church every night,"
said Councillor Buck. "It
drove the people that lived
down there out of their
minds because they were
there until 3 a.m. and the
language would have curled
your hair, which indicates to
me that Councillor Pirri's
favourite site would not be
the right one, if it as suc-
cessful as the youth them-
selves were in gathering in a
crowd."

In response, Mr. Downey
said staff hoped "the pro-
gramming would be exciting
enough that they would
rather be inside than out-
side."
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A & F Hair Elite
In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3
Tel: 905-727-6212

~Since 1970~

Next to No Frills

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 90 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

Province recognizes 
wide range of Aurora volunteers

By Brock Weir

The volunteer efforts of
20 Aurorans were recog-
nized by the Province of
Ontario in Markham this
week.

Volunteers from groups
ranging from the Aurora
Theatre to the York
Medical Ventures and
Rovers picked up their
Ontario Volunteer Service
Awards in two awards cer-
emonies held at
Markham's LeParc on
Wednesday and Thursday. 

Honorees were nomi-
nated in youth categories
and in incremental cate-
gories based on their
length of service from five
years to 60+. 

Singled out for their
work with the Girl Guides
of Canada were Brigitta
Emes (20 years' service),
Cathie Freeman (15),
Barbara Horsman (20)
and Diane Schormans
(20). Volunteers from the
Optimist Club of Aurora
were well represented,

with awardees including
Carol Bartlett (10), Ken
Banks (15), Paul Madden
(15), Ken Katkins (5),
Michael Varcoe (20), and
The Auroran's own Diane
Buchanan (5). 

It was a family affair for
the York Medical Ventures
and Rovers (MedVent
Program) who nominated
Byron Wolff in the five
year category and his uni-
versity student kids
Krystien and Rochelle
Wolff representing the
youth.

The MedVents provides
youth in Scouting to
careers in emergency
services between the
ages of 14 and 26.
Aurorans may have been
in contact with members
of the MedVents at vari-
ous community events
including the Aurora
Street Festival or through
the Community Safety
Village in Stouffville.

"This program provided
a wonderful opportunity
for us to give back to our

community," Mr. Wolff told
The Auroran. "I have been
involved with Scouts
Canada for 10 years, the
last five with the MedVent
Program, and before that I
spent nine years coaching
basketball with the
Newmarket Basketball
Club. 

"Rochelle and Krystien
both provided over 1,000
hours each of community
service through the
MedVent program, which
allowed them each to
receive their high school's
Lieutenant Governor's
Award for Community
Service upon graduation."

Annelies Bottenheim
was also nominated for 15
years' service to the
March of Dimes, Dalia
Giusti for ten years 
with the Professional
Engineers of Ontario, Ray
Barr for 10 years 
work with Stouffville
Community Policing,
Jennifer Huang for five
years with the Mon
Sheong Foundation,

Gayle Leitch for five years
with Southlake, and
Eleanor Winston for five
years with the Aurora
Theatre.

These worthy residents
are among thousands of
Ontarians slated to be
recognized for their volun-
teer service this year, and
these ceremonies were
just two of 48, which are
slated to wrap up in
Kingston on June 27. 

"Volunteers make
Ontario a better place to
live," said Charles Sousa,
Ontario's Minister of
Citizenship and
Immigration, whose min-
istry oversees the Ontario
Volunteer Service Award.
"Each year they provide
vital services to millions of
Ontario families. It is our
honour to celebrate their
generosity and leadership
with Volunteer Service
Awards."

Award winners are
nominated by the organi-
zations in which they
serve. 

Aurora was well-represented at two Markham cere-
monies last week honouring volunteers from York
Region and the GTA. Among the 20 Aurorans nom-
inated by various service groups, clubs, and other
organizations in and around Town were (top)
Rochelle and Krystien Wolff and their father Byron,
who were recognized for their work with MedVents
– the York Medical Ventures and Rovers – and
(below) members of the Optimist Club of Aurora.
From left: Diane Buchanan, Ken Banks, Carol
Bartlett and Michael Varcoe.

Ontario budget falls short on jobs: Klees
By Brock Weir

The Ontar io
Government delivered
what was descr ibed in
many quar ters as an
"auster ity" budget last
week, focusing on bal-
ancing the budget and
tackling the deficit, but
the plan missed the mark
for Aurora and
Newmarket, according to
MPP Frank Klees.

The 2012 Ontar io
Budget tackled strength-
ening provincial hospi-
tals, keeping an eye on
spending at the school
board level - including
the closure of underused
schools, implementing
full day kindergarten by
2014, and maintaining
tuit ion grants - "trans-
forming the delivery of
public services" and bal-
ancing the budget by
2018. 

While Newmarket-
Aurora's representative
in the Ontario Legislature
had little positive to say
about the economic plan,
one pr imary area in
which Aurora was short-
changed is job creation,
he said. 

In his budget speech
last Tuesday, the Finance
minister outlined plans to
create a Jobs and
Prosperity Council to
maximize productivity in
the Ontario by using the
experience of business,
labour, and other stake-
holders to its best advan-
tage.

"The Council will rec-
ommend and lead a com-
prehensive research
agenda on Ontario's pro-
ductivity and innovation
challenges," said the
Minister. "The govern-
ment wil l  seek advice
from the Council on
improving research and
development (R&D) tax

credits to increase busi-
ness R&D expenditures
and simplify compliance
and administration.

"The Council wil l
advise on restructur ing
and transforming
Ontario's existing busi-
ness advisory services to
boost their role in driving
productivity. It will also
help the government pro-
mote entrepreneurship
and reach out to global
markets and host an
Ontar io Productivity
Summit."

But if this was the only
bone thrown to job cre-
ation, it fell well short of
the mark, according to
Mr. Klees.

"There is nothing in
this budget that address-
es the issue of jobs," Mr.
Klees told The Auroran.
"The fact is there are
many people within our
community who are
unemployed, who are not
out of the affects of the
recession. I see people
every day from all walks
of life who are desperate
for a job and there isn't
anything in this budget,
quite frankly, that gives
those people hope. 

"I think the people of
Aurora, Newmarket and
throughout York Region
want to say to the gov-
ernment that we don't
want to talk about [the
Jobs and Prosperity
Council], we want to see
some action. If you
haven't, as a govern-
ment, figured out after 11
years what has to be
done to create an envi-
ronment to create jobs
then that is a sad com-
mentary. It is an indict-
ment on the fact this gov-
ernment knows how to
spend money but appar-
ently they are very short
on ideas in terms of how
to help create economic

activity and job growth.
That is the first priority."

Mr. Klees also said the
government is not doing
enough to tackle spend-
ing and the ballooning
deficit, and that this will
be a drag on the local
community.

"The people of Aurora
and Newmarket know full
well that every dollar in
interest that you're pay-
ing is a dollar less than
you have to actually put
into frontline services of
health care and educa-
tion or in the other public
services that people
depend on," said Mr.
Klees. "What it means is
they have to make that up
in taxes. From the stand-
point of my constituents,
I hear them saying they
want government to be a
good steward and not
spend more than they
have and not to mortgage
their future, and their
children's and grandchil-

dren's future because of
their spending habits."

While Mr. Klees made
his stance on Tuesday's
announcement perfectly
clear, it was not all doom
and gloom. He did find
one swatch of silver lin-
ing in the document and
that was the focus on
infrastructure, be it in
transit, roads, highways,
and bridges. 

"Infrastructure creates
jobs," he said. "It is the
one component that is
actually a positive in this
budget that they are will-
ing at least to see what
they were threatening to
do in cutting off the infra-
structure budget, they
now in this budget have
said they plan on honour-
ing their commitment to
infrastructure.

"The question I think
the people in Aurora and
Newmarket will have is
can we believe this gov-
ernment?"
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TRULY CANADIAN

SATURDAY, APRIL 7
ONLY

15%
SAVE

THE PRODUCT OF   
YOUR CHOICE

LIMIT OF 15 UNITS OF THE SAME PRODUCT

ON

8AM-4PM

GARDEN CENTRES  

ARE OPEN
ON 

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 6

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 8
AND

30 %

12” Pansy Bowl

 

899 ea.

Regular price 12.99 ea.

30 %

Red Cedar Mulch

279 per bag

Regular price 3.99

27 %

Emerald Cedar

1599 ea.

Regular price 21.99 ea.

11 %

Scotts Turf Builder Lawn Fertilizer

2999 ea.

Regular price 33.99 ea.

GOOD FRIDAY ONLY!

EASTER SUNDAY ONLY!

AURORA
140 FIRST COMMERCE DRIVE  
905-841-0795 Leslie S

t

State Farm Way

Wellington St. E

C
o

m
m
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AURORA HOME SHOW 2012

THE POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS!

Get Done’er

Aurora Chamber of Commerce

www.aurorahomeshow.ca
905-727-7262

Over 150 Exhibitors
Inspiring Feature Area

Live Entertainment
Pub & Grill

Face Painting
Door Prizes

FRIDAY APRIL 13
2 PM – 9 PM

SATURDAY APRIL 14
9 AM – 6 PM

SUNDAY APRIL 15
10 AM – 5 PM

Aurora Community Centre, 1 Community Centre Lane

Sponsored in part by: 

$200

ADMISSION
CHILDREN UNDER 6

FREE

CHITTLE HOCKEY ACADEMY

COST OF ALL CAMPS IS $175.00
HST INCLUDED

LIMITED ENROLMENT!!!
PHONE Len/Janine Chittle at 905 939-7962

PRE TRY OUT CAMPS
SARC in Aurora

APRIL 10 - 13
AGE... 7-9          6:00-7:30 pm
AGE... 10-14      7:30-9:00 pm

APRIL 16 - 19
AGE... 7-9        6:00-7:30 pm
AGE... 10-14      7:30-9:00 pm

APRIL 23 - 26
AGE... 7-9       6:00-7:30 pm
AGE... 10-14     7:30-9:00 pm

Two weeks ago, I sup-
plied readers with tips for
tackling the often arduous
task of preparing their
homes for the spring real
estate market.  If you man-
aged to get any of the de-
cluttering work done, be
proud of yourself, it's a huge
task!

In providing staging serv-
ices for my husband Wayne,
a local realtor, I have seen
firsthand the results of listing
a home properly prepared
for sale.  

A well cleaned property
with all outstanding repairs
addressed is proven to sell
quicker than one in disrepair.
If you've sold a home in the
past you know the nuisance
of keeping the house tidy
while it's on the market; add
children into the mix and
you're potentially primed for
many a family feud.  Clearly,
minimizing the number of
days your home is on the
market will simply make life
easier.

Perhaps like me you cre-
ate a mental list of much
needed home repairs each
and every time you clean.
While you can likely spot
many areas requiring main-
tenance, sometimes it's what
you don't see that can be the
most problematic.  Consider
hiring your own home
inspector before you list your
property and for a few hun-
dred dollars, you'll gain
peace of mind knowing that
the larger elements of your
property (such as founda-
tions, roofs, windows, attics
and electrical work) have
been given the once over.
Displaying a written inspec-
tion report and the related
repair bills during open
houses will show potential
buyers that you have already
taken steps to ensure your
property is in good working
order.

Regardless of whether or
not you choose to hire a
home inspector, be sure to
check these elements of

Bringing Design to Life

By JANICE CLEMENTS

Preparing Your Home for Sale
Stage 2: Repairs

your property to ensure they
are up to snuff:

Floors: If you've already
invested in the polish of
hardwood but notice major
scratches that might be
undesirable to potential buy-
ers, consider hiring a floor-
ing specialist to repair just
those areas that are dam-
aged.  Often times, specific
strips of hardwood can be
replaced, improving the
overall look of your floors.  

Broadloom can warm a
home and create a space
that's comfortable and invit-
ing; unfortunately it also
traps dirt and odors.  Large
stains and/or smells such as
mold, smoke or pet urine
draw attention to elements
of your house that potential
buyers will likely feel com-
pelled to repair or replace
themselves.  There is per-
haps nothing more off-put-
ting than the smell of cat
urine, so ensuring that your

home is free of such distrac-
tions will serve you well in
your efforts to successfully
market your property.

Windows: Check for
cracks and gaps and ensure
all cranks and screens are
working properly.  The mere
age of your windows may be
a good indicator as to
whether or not they require
replacement.  Do your win-
dow coverings need repair?
If you have broken or bent
blinds remove or replace
them. 

Colours: "Repairs" can
and typically do include
painting of some sort.  A
fresh coat of colour will help
ensure your walls are free of
scuffs and will allow buyers
to see the beauty of your
home.  If your colour palette
resembles a rainbow, con-
sider painting at the least the
main areas in more neutral
tones to ensure a broad
range of buyers will see your

home as a place they can
envision themselves living.

Lighting: Good lighting
can help draw attention to
the best features of your
home.  Ensuring that all fix-
tures are current looking, in
good repair and that you
have adequately lit spaces
helps buyers see all those
things you love about your
home.  People won't buy
what they can't see.

Winter repair:  The winter
months can wreak havoc on
your property.  Take time to
clean up the remnants left
on your lawn during the cold
months, remove any dead
plants from your gardens
and prune damaged trees
and shrubs.  As the weather
warms up, ensure your
garage and front doors are
in good condition and paint
them if necessary.  Sweep
and clear out your front and
back porches.  

While investing in your

home prior to selling might
seem like a futile endeavor,
be assured that money
spent on repairs and clean-
up increases the visual
value of your property.
Spending a few dollars up
front will go a long way to
help your realtor get the best
price in the least amount of
time when selling your
home!

Join me in two weeks for
the final step in prepping
your home for sale:  Staging!
Cheers!
Janice

Janice Clements is a
Certified Interior Decorator,
President of Clements
Interiors and a member of
CDECA.  Visit her on 
the web at
www.clementsinteriors.com,
or follow her blog at
http://www.40somethingand
counting.blogspot.com/

Local poets, singers, and artists – young and old –
crowded into Bonsai Hill on Yonge Street recently
for their monthly gathering. The evening featured
poetry recitations (including a performance from
10-year-old Beth Hart, above) as well as live music,
and an open mike for artists of all sorts.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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With cameras, local girls affect change and find their voices
By Brock Weir

One girl's trash is another
girl's treasure, but for some it
can bring confidence and self
esteem.

Photos of trash on the
street and other images we
might pass by in our daily lives
gain a whole new poignancy
in an upcoming photo exhibi-
tion mounted by the girls of
Aurora's Charles Darrow Co-
Op which aims to give the girls
an opportunity to speak with
people from their community
and ultimately find their voice. 

PhotoVoices is a joint effort
between the girls of the Co-
Op, Newmarket's Girls Inc.,
and the Canadian Mental
Health Association (CMHA).
Armed with 20 cameras pur-
chased by the initiative
through a recent grant from
the United Way, the girls were
each given one to "take care
of and learn to respect and
obviously not misplace for
eight weeks and during that
time they were able to take
pictures in their community,"
said Ashley Martin, Youth
Coordinator for Girls Inc. 

Girls Incorporated of York
Region aims to give girls the
“tools they need to be strong,
smart, and bold" and reach
their full potential "through
gender specific programming"
on careers and life planning,
health and sexuality, leader-
ship and community action,
sports and adventure, self-
reliance and life skills, and cul-
ture and heritage.

"The girls took pictures of
their likes and dislikes within
the co-op and they continue to
do a lot of development in
there," said Ms. Martin. "The
girls have been pretty positive,
which is an awesome thing.

Obviously litter has been a
huge thing that has come up
in photos, but they did just
receive a new playground not
too long ago, and more, so
they are looking for spots that
teens are able to hang out.

"It's a lot of positive things,
not so much focused on the
negative. I have been to other
co-ops in York Region and it is
all just negative, so it is pretty
special there. 

"I think the girls are rela-
tively happy with where they
are and they understand
where they are, but they are
looking at ways to improve it.
Litter was a huge thing for
sure, but they are pretty sound
and happy with their location."

For Shirley Woods of the
CMHA's community develop-
ment program, who has been
working within the Charles
Darrow Co-Op, will help the
girls affect change in their
community and their own
lives.

"Once we can identify what
they like and dislike then we
can start to change some of
the things they dislike," said
Ms. Woods. "It gives them a
voice and oftentimes we over-
look hearing from our young
people. The Girls Inc. program
has really allowed the girls in
the co-op to step forward and
take a leadership role in how
they would like to see the
place they live improved."

The work between the
CMHA and the Charles
Darrow Co-Op is funded 
by the United Way of 
York Region's Strengths
Investment Fund. It is the sec-
ond year of the United Way's
funding for the program locally
and Ms. Woods said her role is
to identify the strengths, weak-
nesses, opportunities, and

Aurora’s Michelle Amos (L) and Lindsay Hall (R) headed up daffodil sales last week at a local Metro store
to raise money for the Canadian Cancer Society. Every three minutes another Canadian is faced with
fighting cancer, and the daffodils were sold between Thursday and Saturday to raise money for the
cause. Other stores taking part were Real Canadian Superstore, Sobeys, the LCBO and No Frills.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

threats within the community. 
The first phase identified

the weaknesses in youth pro-
gramming, and now free after-
school programs are offered
on Wednesdays. On
Tuesdays, Girls Inc. comes in
to work with the girls, and
there is a child and youth
worker on hand on Thursdays
to work with the teen guys that
are following a very similar

program.
"The first year of the proj-

ect was spent building rela-
tionships and identifying what
we needed to do to strength-
en this community and next
year we will focus on insuring
that we roll out some of the
things we have identified, but
also reaching out to the wider
community in Aurora to see
what the assets are around

the Charles Darrow communi-
ty that we can build on," said
Ms. Woods. 

"We're really trying to build
from an asset base rather
than a deficit base and see
what is available to help sup-
port young people, some of
the young moms, single
moms, and just families in
general. They feel somewhat
isolated within their own com-

munity, so by reaching out
hopefully we can make them
feel a part of the wider com-
munity."

Photo voice - Girls Vision,
Girls Voices will be held
Tuesday, April 3 from 6 p.m. to
7 p.m. at the Charles Darrow
Co-Op at 135 James Henry
Drive. Keep an eye out for the
girls - and signs - pointing the
way.
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A long way to go for Sports Hall of Fame

Aurora’s Novice AE
Tigers hoist the cup
over their heads after
winning the York Simcoe
Championship last week
at Newmarket’s Ray
Twinney Complex. The
Tigers captured the cup
in a 3-1 victory over the
Newmarket Redmen.
Going into the game,
both teams had two
wins and two losses
under their belts. Goal
scorers for Aurora were
Eric Shennan, Ian
Rucker, and Spencer
White. The Aurora Tigers
were down two games
to zero and came back
to win three games
straight.

By Kevin Michie

After Sport Aurora 
was presented with a
$204,000 Ontario Trillium
Grant, it was announced
that the organization
would pursue a Sports
Hall of Fame for the Town
of Aurora.

The idea of having a
hall of fame to showcase
some of Aurora's more
notable sporting figures
has intrigued the public,
however, some Aurora 
citizens may have a long
wait to see the finished
product, as the develop-
ment process may stretch
into next year.

Sport Aurora chairman
Ron Weese said that the
process is being carefully
thought out and a feasi-
bility study is being con-
ducted.

"We'd like to have a
fully developed feasibility
study that will indentify
the possible locations
that may be suitable,
given the scope of what
we hear from the stake-
holders," said Mr. Weese.
"The other aspect of the
study is self sustainabili-
ty, to see how this thing
will be operated."

The organizing com-
mittee involved in putting
together this study will be
comprised of members of
Council, the Aurora
Historical Society, Sport
Aurora, representatives
from the media and the
education sectors.

Through some prelimi-
nary research, Mr. Weese
has found towns similar in
size to Aurora can sustain
and even prosper with a
local Sports Hall of Fame.

"In other communities
around Ontario, sport
halls of fame have been
favourably looked on pro-
vided that they are appro-
priately operated and
funded," said Mr. Weese.
"We're going to go and
find out what we can

afford and what makes
sense."

While it's been noted
now that municipalities
are generally enthused at
the prospect of having
their own hall of fame, he
added it's yet to be decid-
ed how involved financial-
ly the town will be.

"Some municipalities
have taken the job on
completely and have
done everything, where
as others have been more
passive and have partici-
pated in providing land
under which something
was built, or an empty
room or location some-
where in the municipali-
ty," said Mr. Weese.

He suggested that if
the feasibility study
clears up what the stake-
holders want, then
Council may be brought
in after three or four
months, before the end of
the 2012 fiscal year.

"When we know what
the stakeholders really
want and what we think
the municipality would be
interested in, then I think
we'll move forward to ask
[Council] what they
think," he said, adding
with the amount of sports
history in Aurora there
will be no limit to 
nominees. 

"From the response
that we've received both
unofficially and formally,
there's a long and storied
history of sport in
Aurora," said Mr. Weese.
"We've got lots of people
dating back to the late
1800's who have been or
have played on NHL
teams, people who have
participated in the Davis
Cup, [or] participated in
Olympic events."

If you think you know
who should be in the
Aurora Sports Hall of
Fame, please send 
your suggestions to
kevin@simcoeyorkprint
ing.com.

Aurora Minor
Hockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2012/2013 REGISTRATION

On-Line Registration begins: April 1, 2012

In-House Registration dates: April 4, 11, 12, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, May 2, 9, 15, 23, 
30 (6 – 9 pm) April 21, 28, May 5, 12 (10 am – 1:00 pm)
AMHA Office at ACC1

Please refer to our website www.auroraminorhockey.net for further Rep tryouts policies and schedule.

REGISTRATION fees for the 2012/2013 season are:

$530.00 Players born 1998 through 2006*

$565.00 Players born 1992 through 1997

$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2012

$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2012

$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*Tyke players born in 2005 and 2006 must submit a copy of a birth certificate.
It is recommended that 2006 players have either taken skating lessons or 

completed one year of Opti Hockey.
A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.

Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

The payment schedule is posted on the website.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2012.

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for AAA or 
any AMHA rep team. AMHA tryouts begin April 28, 2012.

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players

who register on or before June 30, 2012.
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants.

Athlete of the Week: Katie Toogood
By Kevin Michie

The Auroran's Athlete of
the Week is Katie Toogood.

The grade 12 Aurora
High School student was
part of the senior girls York
Region Athletic Association
championship basketball
team, and will Captain the
ultimate team when their
season kicks off soon.

The AHS senior girls’
basketball championship
team was victorious over
Newmarket's Dr. John M.
Denison Secondary, and
with that, Katie is now
poised to bring Aurora an
ultimate championship.

While not officially an

Ontario Federation of
School Athletic Association
event yet, Katie and the
AHS ultimate team have
competed at a large organ-
ized school event with
approximately 20 teams
from around the GTA in
recent years. 

Last year, Katie and the
AHS team finished fifth,
being in the middle of the
pack the year before. 

After Katie receives her
high school diploma in June,
she will be heading off to
Queen's University to take
physical education. Katie is
very interested in getting
involved with health 
education, inside or outside

of schools.
The Queen's women's

ultimate team recently won
the Ontario championships,
and Katie will be looking to
the team next season in her
freshman year.

In sports, ultimate is a
relatively new phenomenon.
With it catching on as, at
least, as an extramural sport
at most Ontario colleges
and universities by now,
Katie is hoping to continue
to play as she progresses
into her university career.

Katie is the oldest 
of three siblings, with her
two younger brothers, 
both involved in ultimate 
as well.

Novice Tigers beat Newmarket for York Simcoe Cup



Aurora Minor 
Hockey

Association
Results up to April 1, 2012 
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HOUSE LEAGUE

103 Timbits - Toronto White   10 -

Dimitri Irotakis 2G, Luke Bonellos 2G,

Kevin Wasserman 3G 1A, Justine Chu

2G 2A, Sam Belman 1G 2A, Daniel

Nozdrachev 1A, Wyatt LaPlante 1A.

107 Timbits - Nashville Silver   4 -

Jordan Sieber 2G, Andrew Parsons 1G,

Lucas Wilhelm 1G.

105 Timbits - Pittsburgh Black  6

- Ryan Clutterbuck 3G, Ethan Powell

1G, Eric Kaszuba 1A,  Austin Venneri

2G 1A. 101 Timbits - Calgary Red   4 -

Kellan Sherman 2G, Anthony Archibald

1G, Matthew Keizer 1G, Ethan Ko 1A,

Stephen Gummersall 1A.

108 Timbits - Atlanta Sky   8 -

Marco Djordjevic 1G 1A, Nolan Chiarelli

1G 1A, Thomas Bradley 1G 1A, Nathan

Mochizuki 1G, Malcolm Parkinson 1G,

Alex Rogers 1A,  Noah Smith 2G, Ben

Hilgendorff 1G.  102 Timbits - Boston

Gold   4 - Jakob Israel 1G, Matthew

Gianforcaro 2G, Dylan Vasilevski 1G

1A. 

106 Timbits - San Jose Teal   7 -

Joshua Mcleod 1G, Vince Russo 1G 1A,

Samuel Spong 1G, Adriano Fanuzzi 1G,

Sam White 1G 1A, Charlie Akkermans

1G 1A, Braeden Marchant 1G. 104

Timbits - St. Louis Blue   1 - Jacob

Madore 1G. 

204 Caravan Kids - St. Louis Blue

0.  202 Caravan Kids - Boston Gold   7

- Gregory Welsch 1G 4A, Jackson

Maclean 1G 3A, Rory Callaghan 2G,

Caspar Timothy 1G, Sebastian

Santagato 1G 2A, Christopher De

Henestrosa 1G, Tyler Moore 1A,

Cristian Troubitsin 1A,  Nicholas

Betivoiu, shutout.  

203 Caravan Kids - Toronto White

2 - Adam Flicker 2A,  Remy Pietrangelo

1G, Aidan Quinn 1G, Stefano Iervasi

1A.  201 Caravan Kids - Calgary Red

2 - Liam Parris 1G, Marchel Woods 1A,

Michael Valenti 1G. 

410 McDonald's - Orange   5.  403

McDonald's - White.   6

403 McDonald's - White  6 - Carter

Beacom 2G, Aidan Otoole 1G, Kyle

Fowler 2G, Justin Foster 1G.  405

McDonald's - Black  13 - Jack

Nicholson 3G, Justin Just 1G 1A,

Joshua Anselmo 1G, Ian Hilgendorff 3G

1A, Jason Iaboni 1G, Victor Stanica 1A,

Carson Purcell 1G 2A, Cody Fisher 2G,

Mark Clutterbuck 1G 1A.

405 McDonald's - Black   3 - Ian

Hilgendorff 1G, Mark Clutterbuck 1G,

Jack Nicholson 1G, Cody Fisher 1A,

Carson Purcell, shutout. 407

McDonald's - Kelly Green  0.

402 McDonald's - Gold   5 - Luke

Pignatelli 1G, Mason Barone 1A,

Cameron Lang 2G, Devon Bourrie 1A,

Michael Kieffer 2A,  Austin Martin 1G,

Andrew Pignatelli 1A,  Ethan Joiner 1G.

410 McDonald's - Orange   4 - Aaron

Murphy-Sealy 2G 1A, Jack Gautier-

Moulton 3A, Michela Venosa 1A,

Sebastian Brstilo 1G, Giuliano Iervasi

1G. 

403 McDonald's - White   1 - Carter

Beacom 1G, Keevin O'Brien 1A.  409

McDonald's - Teal   1 - Andrew

Campbell 1G, Brian Turner 1A. 

404 McDonald's - Blue  1 - Greg

Gatzopoulos 1G, Cole Spragg 1A. 408

McDonald's - Grey   3 - Matthew Pelan

1G 1A, Nathan Smith 1G, Jack Viney

1G.

401 McDonald's - Red   3.  406

McDonald's - Purple   6.

612 H.J. Pfaff Audi  5 - Jack

Camplin 4G, Tyler Justice 1G, Dane

Kerkkamp 2A,  Cameron Palmer 1A,

Chris Walsh 1A,  Gianpaolo Infanti 1A.

610 IOOF Aurora Lodge #148   2 -

Sean Mackrell 1G, Chris Sands 1A,

Matt Rotman 1G, Shamus Quinn 1A.  

607 Crabby Joes   3 - Christian

Ferguson 1G, David Tonelli 1A,  Ben

Pitre 1G, Brayden Pitre 1A,  Dalton

Slind 1G, Shayne Colin 1A,  Anthony

Livia 1A, Nathan Sherrard 1A.  602

Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr  3 -

Liam DeSouza 3G, Adam Wochenmarkt

1A,  Andrew Hammond 1A, John Powell

1A. 

606 Dr. Weaver's Drillers   1 - Kyle

Wulle 1G, Christian Ridd 1A.   603

Optimist Club of Aurora  2 - Adam

Mizuguchi 1G, Scott Rumble  1G, Elias

Pasani 2A.

609 Kumon Aurora-East   4 -   Ethan

Brooks 3G, Matthew Winters 1G,

Cameron Bourne 1A.  611 Rotary Club

3 - 

Ryan Cameron 2G, Connor DeVogel

1G, Justin Miller 1A.  

605 Crossley Contracting Ind.

Restoration  2 -Braeden Joynts 1G,

Vaughan Hewgill 1G, Ryan Vaillancourt

1A, Dustin Crossley 1A.  604 Omar's

Shoes   3 - Tristen Macklin 1G, Jacob

Leblanc  2G, Scott Wilson-Smith 1A,

Justin Macciocchi 1A, Pravav

Rendalkar 1A, Tyler McKechnie 1A. 

608 Mastermind Toys  2 - Stephen

Silverio 1G 1A, Evan Lambert 1G, Jack

Hosmer 1A, Thomas Tantalo 1A, Nolan

Roy 1A. 601 Chouinard Bros.  4 -

Matthew Glionna 2G, Ryan Lewis 2G,

Felipe Rivera 1A.

808 Laurion Law Office   5.  802

Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr.   0.

809 Danny & Scotty Puck Bandits

5.  810 Benson, Kearley IFG   7 - Andre

Cristillo 3G 1A, Joel Robinson 2G 1A,

Harrison Lambrinos 1G 1A, Austin

Skelhorn 1G 1A, Wyatt Dane 2A, Ryan

Batten 1A. 

807 Crabby Joe's   5 - Peter

McKerracher 1A,  David Leeper 1G 2A,

Adam Wilson 1G, Michael Dowling 1A,

Chris Sutherland 1G 2A.  803 McAlpine

Ford   5 - Alex Sesto 1G, Adam Ashraf

1G 3A, Liam Gray 1A, Michael Walsh

3G 1A. 

806 Backyard Pool & Spa Co. Ltd.

4.   804 Optimist Club of Aurora   6.

805 Lakeshore Valu-Mart   2.  801

Diamond Groundskeeping Services

3 - Joey Hodgson 1G, Jordan Screech

1G, Matthew Hall 1G, Liam Richardson

1A, Cameron Screech 1A, Calem

Pollock 1A. 

904 North York Plumbing &

Heating   4 - Kienan Osborne 1G 1A,

Josh Lawlor 1G, Graeme McDonald 1G,

Declan Johnston 1G, Omar Rahal 1A,

Liam MacKichan 1A,  Keith Jarvis 1A.

910 INARIA   1 - Matthew Walker 1G. 

903 A.D.C. Aluminum   3 - Thomas

Scougall 2G, Harris Riopelle 1G,

Michael Tanel 2A, Trevor George 1A,

Michael DeCesare 1A.  911 AHPA   2 -

Paul Neophytou 1G, Russel Johnson

1G. 

912 Pizza Pizza   5 - Michael Liscio

2G, Tyler Indos 2G, Casey Severini 1G

1A, Kyle Strachan 3A.  907 Crabby

Joe's   3 - Tyler Futterer 1G, Morgan

Walker 1G, Tom Mason 1A,  Alec

Barnett 1A,  Tim Pare 1A,  Zac Kroll 1G.

905 Continental Ingredients   5 -

Kyle Fedec 3G, Massimo Longhin 2G,

Massimo Longhin 2G, Ben Goldman 2A,

Christopher Cherubini 1A,  Austin

Boudreau 1A, Patrick Tardif 1A.  909

Manhattan Trophies Ltd.   2 - Brian

Pedron 1G, Matthew Pelkola 1G, Kevin

Siery 1A.  

902 Aurora Chrysler  2 - Ben

Hankins 1G, Matthew Roach 1G, Wyatt

Jones, shuout. 901 Rogers TV   0.

906 ATS Healthcare  2 - Sam

Steenhorst 2G, Eliot Harkin 1A. 908

Benson, Kearley IFG  3 - James

Johnston 2G, Mark Presacco 1G,

Duncan Eveleigh 1A, Justin Stevens

1A. 

901 Rogers TV  6 - Ryan Dowling

2G, Daniel Wochenmarkt 1G 2A,

Johnathan Hurtubise 1G, Alexander

Seto 1G 1A, Scott Cosentino 1A,

Mitchell Waite 2A, Nic Venosa 1A.  905

Continental Ingredients   3 - Kyle

Fedec 2G, Ben Goldman 1G 1A,

Christopher Cherubini 1A, Brady Wilson

1A, Austin Boudreau 1A.  

911 AHPA   0.  906 ATS Healthcare

6 - Will Brogan 2G, Jerryd Jensen 1G

2A, Scott Kostin 1G 1A, Eliot Harkin 1G

1A, Braydon Babineau 1G, Adam

Durante 1A,  Michel Hache 1A,  Dylan

Lyons 1A,  Andrew Stobbe, shutout.   

910 INARIA   3 - Mitchell Arnold 1G

1A, Andreas Mikkelsen 1G 1A,  Cody

Child 1G, Daniel Antoniel 1A,  David

Roberts 1A.  907 Crabby Joe's   7 -

Morgan Walker 2G 1A, Neil Duggan 1G

1A, William Allen 1G 1A, Tom Mason

2A,  Zac Kroll 1A,  Tyler Futterer  3G

1A, Kevan Cress 1A.  

912 Pizza Pizza   1 - Casey Severini

1G, Kyle Strachan 1A.   

903 A.D.C. Aluminum   5 - Michael

Tanel 1G 1A, Thomas Scougall 1G 1A,

Trevor George 1G 1A, Harris Riopelle

1G 1A, Jesse Borin 1G, Joseph

Veneziano 2A, Christopher Sanita 1A.  

909 Manhattan Trophies Ltd.  0.

908 Benson, Kearley IFG  2 - James

Johnston 1G, Kentner Arkell 1G, Mark

Presacco 1A, Luc Martineau 1A, Sam

Mason, shutout.  

902 Aurora Chrysler   0.  904 North

York Plumbing & Heating   5 - Kienan

Osborne 2G, Matt Reeves 1G 1A,

Matthew Iamonaco 1G, Declan

Johnston 1G, Alexander Harrison 1A,

Adam Petit 1A,  Keith Jarvis 1A,  Eric

Staueble 1A,  Graeme McDonald 1A,

Francois Bicego, shutout.  

1001 Pizzaville Aurora   2.  1008

Danny & Scotty Puck Bandits  2.

1007 Crabby Joe's   3 - Steadman

Dinning 2G, Nick Theodoropolous 1G.

1002 INARIA   3 - L Ghegin 2G, W Reid

1G. 

1005 BrokerLink   3.  1004 BMO

Bank of Montreal   6.

1006 Caruso & Company   4.  1003

Tom & Jerry's   5.

1002 INARIA   1.  1008 Danny &

Scotty Puck Bandits   1.

1004 BMO Bank of Montreal   4.

1006 Caruso & Company.   0

1005 BrokerLink   2.  1001

Pizzaville Aurora   5.

1003 Tom & Jerry's  3.   1007

Crabby Joe's   4.

1002 INARIA   3.  1001 Pizzaville

Aurora   2.

1004 BMO Bank of Montreal   2.

1007 Crabby Joe's   7.

1005 BrokerLink   1.  1006 Caruso

& Company   4.

1003 Tom & Jerry's   1.  1008 Danny

& Scotty Puck Bandits   2.

REP LEAGUE

Novice AE -  Stouffville   4.  Aurora

2. 

Novice AE -  Stouffville  2.  Aurora

1. 

Minor Peewee AA -  Richmond Hill

3.  Aurora  2 - Nicholas Keller 1G, Ty

Boisseau 1G.  

Peewee AA -  TNT   4.  Aurora  0. 

Peewee AE -   Barrie   6.  Aurora  4.  

Peewee AE -  Barrie  2.  Aurora   1. 

Peewee RS - Aurora 3. Richmond

Hill   0.

Peewee  -  Aurora   2.  Uxbridge  1.

Minor Bantam AE - Aurora   3.

Newmarket  2.

Minor Bantam AE -  Aurora  3 -

Nicolas Pearce 3G, Daniel McConnell

2A.   Newmarket   1. 

Minor Bantam AE -  Aurora  3 - Eric

Shennan 1G, Jack Bryant 1A,  Ian

Rucker 1G, Spencer White 1G, Brendan

Ramsay 2A. Newmarket   1.   

Minor Midget A -  Barrie   2.  Aurora

1 - Erik Balkovec 1G, Jack Caldwell 1A,

Liam Coll 1A.   

Minor Midget A -  Barrie  2.  Aurora

0. 

Minor Midget AE -  Aurora   2.

Stouffville  1.   

Minor Midget AE -  Aurora  3 -

Robert Doswell 1G, Graham Robinson

2G, Ben Ashton 1A,  Brett Bond 2A,

Nathan Nealon 1A,  Ryan McGolrick 1A.

Stouffville   2.   

11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

KIA OF NEWMARKET

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS
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Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 

E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. kaitlingroup.com
For more information visit our website at

All suites include expansive Balconies or Terraces

Come and view our 
model suite designed 
by Bryon Patton 
and Associates

DOWNTOWN AURORA

call 905-503-2063

Bryon Patton
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GRAND OPENING
NOW OPEN

 from
$299,990

Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.
Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm. 
Friday by appointment. Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm

Dawe to unveil "secret weapon" 

in hospital fundraiser challenge
By Wendy Soloduik

A mayoral run just found

new meaning in York

Region and South Simcoe

communities.

The third Annual A&B

Courier Run for Southlake

(formerly the Hartwell

Challenge) will take place

on Sunday, April 29 at the

Aurora Community Centre

and the mayors of Aurora,

Bradford West Gwillimbury,

East Gwillimbury, Georgina,

King Township, Newmarket

and Whitchurch-Stouffville

have issued a challenge to

see who can raise the most

money for the hospital.

Mayor of Aurora,

Geoffrey Dawe, told the

Auroran he is confident the

town will win the title this

year, with the help of a

"secret weapon," that will be

unveiled soon.

"It's a win/win for every-

one," said Steve Hinder,

Chair of the A & B Courier

Run or Walk for Southlake.

"The victorious team

receives bragging rights for

the entire year, and the res-

idents of York and South

Simcoe regions benefit from

the important hospital proj-

ects supported by the Run,

like a new MRI unit and an

upgraded Interventional

Radiology Suite. 

"The mayors are all

proud champions of

Southlake, so we're thrilled

to once again have them

take part in the Run. Their

participation sets a wonder-

ful example and inspires

others to get involved in

supporting their community

hospital." 

More than 1000 walkers,

runners and families are

expected to take part in the

event, in memory of Aurora

councillor Bob Hartwell; and

in support of Southlake

Regional Health Centre in

Newmarket.

Mr. Hartwell, a long-time

runner, died in October

2001 while running the

Toronto International

Marathon. 

Barb Hartwell, Bob's

wife, sits on Southlake

Foundation's Board of

Directors and is grateful that

Southlake is benefitting

from the Run. 

"Bob was a runner, but

he was also very involved in

the community," she said.

"Given that Southlake is a

cause that unites the com-

munity, I know that Bob

would be delighted."

Interested participants

can register for the 

2 0 1 2  R u n  a t

www.runforsouthlake.ca.

Participants can also use

the website to create their

own fundraising page -

making it easy for families,

friends and colleagues to

get involved. 

"Those who aren't able

to come out for the event

can pledge their support of

a friend, family member or

colleague or they can make

a donation," said Mr.

Hinder.

"I'm thrilled to be able to

watch on the sidelines as

our local mayors rally

together to support

Southlake through fun,

friendly competition," said

Dr. Dave Williams,

President and CEO of

Southlake. 

"Together with their

respective communities,

their commitment to this

effort is commendable and

appreciated by the entire

team here at the Hospital,

and we look forward to see-

ing who wins this year's

challenge."

Dave Williams, President and CEO of Southlake Regional Health Centre (third from right) displays the
cup municipalities will be competing for in the A & B Courier Run for Southlake. Surrounding Dr.
Williams are (left to right) are Mayors Wayne Emmerson of Whitchurch-Stouffville, Steve Pellegrini of
King, Geoffrey Dawe of Aurora, Rob Grossi of Georgina, Virginia Hackson of East Gwillimbury and  Tony
Van Bynen of Newmarket. Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

AT YOUR 
SERVICE 

DI CECCO, 
JONES 

LAW OFFICE 

AURORA

Alessandro 
Di Cecco 

Carolyn 
Jones 

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY 

905-751-1517
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Arts & Culture
“Canadians”

We are proud to be
Canadians.
We come from many dif-
ferent lands.
We joined our cultures to
form this country.
We work together hand in
hand.
We climb our mountains.
We farm our prairies. 
We walk our lands from
sea to sea. 
We stand for freedom.
We stand for justice.
We strive for perfect har-
mony.
We're proud to be
Canadians.

Our soldiers go to far off
lands.
To help bring freedom to
other countries 
That they may lead with
their own hands.
We're known for hockey
and many more sports.
We have Olympians
galore.
Who bring us honour
And many medals.
Who can ask for more?

We're proud to be
Canadians

In a land that's strong
and free.
We lift our voices to
praise our Country
And we stand on guard
for thee. 

Aurora musician Yvonne Speck, pictured at her home before her well loved – and well used piano –
penned a song on what being Canadian means to her. With some musical arrangements from another
local artist, Ms. Speck’s creation is set to be performed by choirs in the Greater Toronto Area this month
and next. Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Local choirs lend their voices to
Aurora woman’s “anthem”

By Brock Weir

When Aurora resident
Yvonne Speck read during the
frenzied lead up to Canada's
Millennium Celebrations in 1999
that the Federal Government
had given $20,000 to a Quebec
firm for a Millennium song, she
thought, "Why can't that be
me?"

Indeed, she thought, "Why
can't it be the rest of us?" Setting
pen to paper, Ms. Speck wrote
to then Heritage Minister Sheila
Copps asking why the call had-
n't been put out to aspiring song-
writers in a nation-wide competi-
tion. The response she received
back from the Minister, however,
was less than enthusiastic, but it
didn't dampen her spirits. 

The next time she set pen to
paper was to put her feelings on
being Canadian into lyrics and
setting them to music. 

What resulted was
"Canadians", her own anthem
which will be performed this
month and in May by church
choirs in both Aurora and
Toronto. The first event is
"Singing Together", a multi-cul-
tural Choral Concert featuring
choirs from all across the
Greater Toronto Area. This first
concert will be held on April 14
and April 21 at Toronto's Korean
Presbyterian Church.
"Canadians" will be performed
locally at the Aurora United
Church on Sunday, May 6 for
their Last Night of the Proms
concert in honour of the
Queen's Diamond Jubilee.  

At the bright and airy Aurora
apartment Ms. Speck, 81,
shares with her husband, Dr.
John Speck, it is clear that music
has been a prominent part of

her life. A native of Cannington,
ON, she said she was told she
first displayed her own musical
aptitude at the age of two, taking
it upon herself to lead her local
Salvation Army Band in a few
numbers. Whether or not that
was true or just a parental exag-
geration is irrelevant as music
surely came naturally. She
remembers her English father
being a tenor who was always
called upon at family gatherings
to lead sing-songs, while her
Scottish-Irish mother sang while
cooking the family meals. 

Joining her church choir at
the age of four, it was onward
and upward from there, begin-
ning her studies in piano at the
age of nine and receiving her
certificates in piano and voice
from the Royal Conservatory of
Music at the age of 18. Following
marriage and motherhood, Ms.
Speck taught music, served as
a soprano soloist for the Forest
Grove United Church, and was
accepted into the University of
Toronto's Mus. Bac. music pro-
gram in her 50s, at which she
worked diligently until family
issues got in the way. 

It was seven years after her
arrival in Aurora that she found
the offending article in the
National Post that inspired her to
write "Canadians."

"It made me ask why the
song has to come from just one
province," she told The Auroran.
"Why can't some other people
write an anthem for the
Millennium year too? This
spurred me on to see if I can
write one. Having lived in
Toronto all my life and watched
how things have changed and
evolved, I thought it made a nice
idea to put it in my words what I

thought an anthem should
sound like. 

"I never hear children singing
in school, and I think that was
the thing I wanted to see. They
don't sing God Save the Queen
or anything like that, and I just
think kids should be proud of
Canada. I don't think we can
spout it enough. I have a strong
pride in being here and I wish
everybody felt the same way!"

Once she had her thoughts
down on paper, she set them to
music and her friend Voltr
Ivonoffski, organist for the
Aurora United Church, did some
further arrangements on the
piece. 

"Voltr has connections with

this chap who is leading the
choir, so it is all his doing really,"
said Ms. Speck modestly.

However modest, she said
she is very much looking for-
ward to the upcoming concerts.

"I'm pretty excited and it will
be exciting to hear it performed,"
she said. "I hope it is done well,
and I'm looking forward to it."

Upon being welcomed into
their home on Friday morning,
Dr. Speck asked The Auroran if
we were there to take a picture
of his "Sunshine Girl." It might be
safe to say there will be more
than one member of the Speck
family who will be beaming with
pride as "Canadians" has its
moment in the sun. 

By Yvonne Jewell Speck
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2.85% 5-year 
rate

*

*APR. O.A.C. Sample rate only. This is the rate for a variable, closed mortgage with a term 

of 5 years. Rates are subject to change without notice. Some conditions apply. Interest is 

calculated semi-annually, not in advance. Visit us at meridianmortgage.ca to learn more. 
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Steven Ho, Monica Ho and Bruce Kluey 
celebrated with customer appreciation on their
first anniversary at their establishment at 302
Wellingtron St. E. in Aurora.

Inuit carving continues legacy 
of traditional art

By Brock Weir

Inuit carving may not be the
first thing one thinks of when
considering works of art turned
out by Aurora woodcarvers, but
that is all set to change this
month with an exhibition at the
Aurora Cultural Centre.

Aurora wood carvers Fred
Ash and Bill Pressmar began
putting the finishing touches
Monday on their exhibition
"Where Legends are Made:
Carving Inspired by Inuit
Traditions", which opens this
Wednesday, April 4 at the
Centre. Featuring a series of 22
of their own wood carvings, the
Aurora Room Gallery will house
the works, inspired by the work
of Canadian artist James
Houston.

Both long-time residents of
Aurora, the two have formed a
collaboration in their art, occa-
sionally carving an entire piece
by themselves but, more often
than not, each piece contains
examples of both their handi-
work. 

"The Treasury of Inuit
Legends by James Houston
served as a spark of inspiration
for Ash; he was enthralled by
Houston's vivid descriptions
and sketches of Canada's Inuit
peoples in the high arctic," said
Jane Taylor of the Aurora
Cultural Centre. "As Fred's ''The
Kneeling Bow Hunter'
emerged, Bill enthusiastically
responded to the work and sub-
sequently took on carving 'The

Boy and the Snow Goose'. A
collaboration was born.
Pressmar read the treasury and
together, he and Ash created
pieces and scenes not only
inspired by Houston, but devel-
oped over their own passionate
research."

When The Auroran spoke
with Mr. Ash late last week, he
was fresh off of creating the final
piece to be placed in this week's
exhibition - in fact, the final notch
in the wood was little more than
20 minutes old. It is a figure of
an Inuit hunter perched on a
rocky point overlooking an ice
flow, standing spear in hand. 

His wife lead the way, he
said, in earnestly taking up
wood carving about 12 years
ago. When she started, this was
his cue to be more creative with
his woodworking. A graduate of
the Ontario College of Art and
Design in 1960, Fred is retired
from York University, and when
he picked up Houston's book,
the one piece inspired by it
started off a long passion.

"What we tried to do is make
the carvings reflect what we felt
was the lifestyle of the Inuit prior
to North America being occu-
pied by the European people;
before they met, they used the
traditional materials," said Mr.
Ash. 

"I had known Bill as a carver
for a few years and the first
piece I did, the Kneeling Bow
Hunter, Bill came into the
Aurora Seniors' Centre and saw
me working on that one, and he

took an interest in it. I had The
Boy and the Snow Goose
designed and the pattern ready
and I just said, 'Here, do this
one,' and it went from there."

Through this partnership,
both carve the figures and Fred
often adds any items that are
needed to "explain or embellish
it" whether it is a fish, an ill-fated
seal, arrows, spears, or even
soapstone to double as snow
for igloos. Through their work,
he said they are trying, to a
degree, to keep the heritage of
the Inuit alive through their art. 

This will be the third show
featuring the work of Mr. Ash
and Mr. Pressmar, but is a first
for their hometown of Aurora.
The first show, however, was a
2011 installation by the Ontario
Woodcarvers' Association, fol-
lowed by an additional showing
at Kleinberg's McMichael
Gallery. 

"Their unique ability to com-
bine their two styles in the cre-
ation of these incredible pieces
results in a stunning display of
carving talent right here in
Aurora," said Ms. Taylor. 

Paintings by Aurora artist
Denise "Pixie" Featherston will
also be on display alongside the
carvings, and she, along with
Mr. Ash and Mr. Pressmar will
host a reception for their respec-
tive works on Saturday, April 14
from 1 - 4 p.m. The reception will
be open to the public. 

Where Legends Are Made
runs at the Aurora Cultural
Centre through May 5.

Inuit sculptures carved
by local artists Fred Ash
and Bill Pressmar will
occupy display cases in
the Aurora Room on the
second floor of the
Cultural Centre this
month. Coupled with
paintings by artist
Denise “Pixie”
Featherston inspired by
music, the carvings
serve to represent the
tales of the Inuit and
other aspects of their
pre-contact lifestyle and
traditions. The three will
hold a public reception
for their exhibition on
April 14.

Musician Glenn Marais performed a musical selection at the Aurora Cultural
Centre on Saturday night. In honour of Earth Hour the lights were turned off
midway through his performance, electric candles were “lit” and the concert
went acoustic. Auroran photo by David Falconer



Aboriginal peoples together to
form their own country they
would be one of the poorest
nations on earth struck a chord
with her, and she set out with
her friends to do something
about it.

"My family and I thought
about what we could do and
we figured that we could send
backpacks with school supplies
and toys to kids in Northern
Communities," she says.

They quickly became
involved with the North South
Partnership for Children on the
advice of James Bartleman,
former Lieutenant-Governor of
Ontario, and focused on four
aboriginal communities. Soon
into their efforts, however, they
realised more was needed
than just backpacks and school
supplies. They got wish lists
from kids in the community
asking for anything from new
and used bedding to shoes to
books. 

The fact items so basic to
other communities topped the
lists were something which
broke her heart, she says. After
sending out word to her own
network of people they were
overwhelmed by support.

"The house was full, we had
boxes covering the windows,
the basement was full of dona-
tions, and neighbours thought
we were moving, but the OPP
were fantastic and they
stepped up and transported
everything for us to these fly-in
communities," she says.

"All of our donations went to
the communities and in particu-

lar the backpacks with all the
school supplies went directly to
the schools. We got some
thank you letters from the kids
and they drew little pictures and
told us what they were going to
do with their backpack and you
could just tell the excitement. In
the pictures they were wearing
the clothes that we sent and
they are just beaming with
pride. That was more than I
could ever ask for. It was a bit of
a misty moment."

When Brooke wraps up
Grade 12 at Aurora High
School in June, she plans on
attending King's University
College at the University of
Western Ontario studying
social justice and peace stud-
ies. Through the course of her
studies, she hopes to gain the
experience needed to continue
with her philanthropy at a much
deeper level, aiming for a
career in law or running an
NGO. 

Counting as inspirations
Nelson Mandela and Craig and
Marc Kielburger ("They have
moved mountains and they
started as kids."), Brooke
encourages anyone with pas-
sion to find a gap to fill.

"If it's the person down the
street who struggles with carry-
ing their groceries, just go help
them," she says. "If your pas-
sion is helping animals and you
want to go to the shelter, just
find out what your passion is
and find the void within the
community and go help. 

"My whole thing with the
YAC and everything I have
done so far is making sure

what we do is fun. For YAC, we
meet [at my home] every
month for little meetings and
we're a bunch of friends. We
laugh and we have a great
time. There are so many kind,
inspiring people in the commu-
nity. You don't necessarily have
to do big things, just having a
good heart is inspiration.

"I just want to really make a
big difference in whatever I do,
whether it is educating people
on native issues or raising
funds for worthy causes. I just
want to make sure that we're
making a significant differ-
ence."

As Brooke and her friends
get ready to pass the torch to a
new group of youth volunteers,
the Philip Aziz Centre for
Hospice Care said Brooke has
already helped to lay the foun-
dation for the YAC's ongoing
work.

"She has laid an amazing
groundwork," said Val Ashfield,
Manager of Special Events for
the Hospice. "We have a
Toronto YAC in the city and she
has branded the YAC for sure,
so it is a transition. All these
grade 12 YAC kids will move
out and these kids, who were
their age when they started in
grade seven, will move in. It is
very cool.

"They made YAC and it's
incredible. They will come away
20 years from now and hope-
fully YAC will still be going."

For more information on
YAC, the upcoming golf 
tournaments, and other 
special events, visit
www.philipazizcentre.ca.

From page 3
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD

Food isn’t the only thing that’s cookin’ in Brooke’s kitchen. On the side of the
family’s refrigerator is a handy map of the Northern Ontario communities that
have benefited from the hard work of her and her friends.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Volunteer has “laid amazing groundwork”

Cookin' In Brooke's Kitchen is now in its second edition and contains recipes ranging

from appetizers to soups, salads, and dressings, to pasta, and entrees. This is one of

Brooke's favourites:

BROOKE'S FAMOUS CHOCOLATE BANANA BRAN MUFFINS

1-1/2 cups all natural bran
1 cup lactose-free milk
1/3 cup vegetable oil

1 egg
2/3 cup brown sugar

½ tsp vanilla
1 cup unbleached flour

1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp baking powder

½ tsp salt
2 ripe bananas, mashed

¾ cup milk chocolate chips

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F

Mix together all dry ingredients. Add wet ingredients to dry. Stir until blended. Spoon

into muffin cups. Bake 15-20 minutes at 350. Enjoy!

More information on how to order Cookin' In Brooke's Kitchen, including order forms,
can be found at the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Canada's website
www.leukemia.ca.

What’s Cookin’ in Brooke’s Kitchen?
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
Zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery! 

The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

FAN MAN

 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

ORDER YOUR

www.thefanman.ca

COTTAGE FANS NOW!!

NEW STOCK ARRIVING EARLY SPRING

Trendy Cottage Fans 

Phone for an Appointment

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!!

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!!PEGGY’S

Distinctive Ladies Fashions

Lease Expiry Sale
All Spring New Arrivals 

 OFF
while supplies last

MANY MORE IN~STORE SPECIALS 

St. Andrews Village, Aurora 905-727-0090

All Sales Final            www.peggysfashions.ca             All Sales Final

NOW 30 %

Large Selection Seasonal Designer Fashions 

$12.98 - 70% OFF 

Aurora should keep tabs on flag conditions: Buck
By Brock Weir

Aurora has been advised
not to pass a bylaw requir-
ing upkeep of the Canadian
flag around Town, but new
measures could be put in
place to entice flag flyers to
hoist fresh ones.

The direction came from
Council at last Tuesday's
meeting stemming from dis-
cussions earlier this year
from Councillor Evelyn Buck
asking what could be done
to require business owners,
for instance, to replace torn
and ragged Canadian flags
with new ones when the
time came. 

The request was sent
back to Town staff who, in
turn, advised against legis-
lating anything regarding

the flag as it could be seen
as limiting to freedom of
expression. 

In his report, Town
Solicitor Warren Mar said
regulating the condition of
the flag might not be autho-
rised "under the property
standards regime and is
likely beyond the powers of
the municipality."

"A bylaw prescribing or
regulating the condition of
the Canadian flag would
inevitably restrict expres-
sion," said Mr. Mar. "It is dif-
ficult to assess whether
such a restriction could be
justifiable without specifical-
ly considering the scope of
any such constraint con-
tained in the bylaw.
However, given that the reg-
ulation would specifically

target a very political sym-
bol, it would be difficult to
justify a by-law that has the
affect of limiting certain
political views and has a
small impact on municipal
interests.

"It could be argued that
the purpose of such a bylaw
would be to protect the aes-
thetic character of the Town
or the national symbol of
Canada. The Canadian flag
is a federal matter and the
Town would likely not be
able to pass a valid bylaw
attempting to regulate this
symbol." 

When Mr. Mar's report
came up for discussion at
last week's Council meet-
ing, however, Councillor
Buck put an alternate rec-
ommendation on the table

asking staff to look at the
feasibility of a Town-run flag
exchange program, which
would be provided at cost to
residents and business
owners.

"I would like to see that
incorporated in a policy that
although we are not exercis-
ing control over people's
freedoms and the rights to
fly the Canadian flag, that
bylaw or someone designat-
ed to the task will keep an
eye on the flags in Town,
particularly at the time of
Remembrance Day when it
is important that the flags
be in good condition as a
mark of respect for that day
and our national flag should
fly proudly and in good 
condition.

"If we can't have a bylaw,

I think we should provide
the incentive. I know that
the works department has a
stock of flags and I think it
would be very helpful to
have an inventory of the
national flag and be able to
go to a business [and] sell
them a flag at cost and
encourage them or any
organization that has
enough feeling about the
country they live in to fly the
nation's flag. 

"We should give them all
the support and encourage-
ment we can and I don't
think it would be difficult and
a policy on the books would
be the best way to remind
staff that's Council's direc-
tion and intent."

Councillor Buck's motion
found general support

around the table, although
Councillor Chris Ballard had
some misgivings. He was
"nervous" he said about tax-
payers "subsidizing" busi-
nesses that wish to use the
Canadian flag as a "decora-
tive element."

Although Councillor
Buck was insistent that
what she was proposing
would be providing flags at
cost and not be a subsidy at
all, he said he would prefer
to go down an educational
route, enlisting the Town's
communications depart-
ment to start in October to
remind public and business-
es alike that if they haven't
already done so, have a
bright, shiny new maple leaf
flying proudly above the
premises.

Cultural negotiations should be more open: Councillors
By Brock Weir

What began as a recom-
mendation for an ad-hoc com-
mittee to oversee the develop-
ment of a new contract between
the Town and the Aurora Cultural
Centre turned into a "working
group" as Councillors ques-
tioned just exactly who could
take part in the negotiations.

Councillor Paul Pirri got the
ball rolling during last week's
Council meeting where he ques-
tioned whether an ad-hoc com-
mittee would be the only com-
mittee in which Councillors
would be unable to sit in and
observe. He said Councillors
have the duty as elected mem-
bers to attend and know what is
going on. If not, it would "limit"
their ability to do their job as
Councillors

While Town Solicitor Warren
Mar told Councillor Pirri that such
meetings would be open to nei-
ther Councillors nor the public,
he said negotiating a contract in
public is "never an effective way." 

That being said, however,
Councillor Pirri's viewpoint had
some agreement at the Council
table.

"I don't accept any situation
where a member of Council,
wherever Town business is
being discussed, is not able to
attend," said Councillor Evelyn
Buck. "I do not accept any cir-
cumstances where that is true."

Councillor John Gallo also
conceded Councillor Pirri had a
"valid point" in regards to
Councillors being able to attend
meetings, both he and
Councillor Michael Thompson
said was reluctant to press the
issue in case a move would have
to be approved by the Cultural
Centre board and delay the
process of coming to a new
agreement.

"I don't want that one aspect
to derail or stop this," said
Councillor Gallo.

Councillor Chris Ballard, on
the other hand, went one further
and said Councillors and the
public alike have the right to sit in
on meetings and see how the
issues are handled.

"I find it interesting for the last
18 months that the Cultural
Centre and the Board of
Directors have all too often been
accused of closed meetings,
secret meetings, and whatnot,
and yet here we are heading into
negotiations with them and we're
about to do exactly the same

thing - close doors and keep
Councillors out and keep the
public out.

"I think that at many of these
negotiation meetings that the
public should be allowed to sit in
on and the media should be
allowed to sit in on, and when all
is said and done, and a new
agreement is struck, at least for
some, if not all, of the meetings
the public has a window into the
thinking behind what the deci-
sions were.

"There are a number of peo-
ple in the community that want
to know how the negotiating
team handles a number of
those important issues. If that is
all handled behind closed doors,
I'm not sure the issues are being
dealt with and I'm not sure if
people are going to be happy
with that."

As the meeting went on,
however, Councillor Ballard
expressed some further con-
cerns with the recommenda-
tions before Council, particularly
the issue of representation on
the Cultural Centre's Board. 

This, along with reporting
during the Town's budget cycle,
were two of the more "con-
tentious" issues, he said, adding
he was not sure that a "majority
of the community" agreed with
those terms.

"Obviously I am talking to a
different group of people than

Councillor Buck is, but most of
them are very concerned," said
Councillor Ballard to Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe. "You had said
the Cultural Centre agreed to
these two options right off the
bat, but I had hoped that we
would have open and transpar-
ent discussion around these two
issues because I think they are
fairly important to the long-term
success of this organization.

"At no time did we give your-
self or staff direction to negotiate
that at this point in time. I don't
believe we did in any clear man-
ner give the Mayor and staff
clear direction through a motion
to pursue those two issues other
than at the negotiating table. I
want some assurances that the
Aurora Cultural Centre, given its
reticence early on to these two
points, was not...unduly influ-
enced or pressured to make
those two points."

Councillor Ballard's asser-
tion was refuted, however, by
Councillors Sandra Humfryes
and Michael Thompson, the lat-
ter of whom said clear direction
was given in December to dis-
cuss issues outlined in Mr. Mar's
laundry list of issues surround-
ing the Cultural Centre and this
was the result.

"In December we gave
direction to staff to initiate dis-
cussions with the Cultural
Centre to address the issues

that were raised in Mr. Mar's
report," said Councillor
Thompson. "I see those two
issues as being a continuation of
what we directed staff to do back
in December.

"Had there been no agree-
ment on those two issues, I do
not believe we could in good
conscience move forward with a
new agreement. Those were of
a serious enough nature that
they needed to be addressed. It
is encouraging that members of
the board are out here tonight in
support of it. It is encouraging
that they have [been] willing to sit
down and discuss these issues."

When asked if the Cultural
Centre Board had felt pressure
to concede these two points,
Board President Rob Layton
told The Auroran that their
understanding at the beginning
was those were "non-negotiable
issues." 

"[The Town] presented it in a
straightforward manner to us
that those were really non-nego-
tiable terms," he said. "Our
choice was either not negotiate
or accept those, so we accepted

them. But we did talk about
them and the board agreed to
then [but] we didn't have to. We
could have chosen not to, but

we certainly had a discussion
with our board about it and the
board felt that we could discuss
those terms."
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hosts its Spring Indoor Vendor Market today from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Local vendors and artisans are all under one roof with
unique one-of-a-kind products and services.  Jewellery, home
ware, foods, clothing, etc are just a few of the items available.
Some local familiar names are Twistt, Nady Dog Biscuits,
Pampered Chef, Creative Bears, R&J Concepts, Simply Sweets
by Patti and many more.  Looking for that special Mother's Day
gift? This is the perfect place. Proceeds from the event go to
local charities. Vendors/Artisans....book your spot now.  905-841-
2864.

SATURDAY, MAY 6
The Aurora United Church will host its Last Night of the

Proms in honour of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee tonight at 7.30
p.m. Tickets are $15 and are available from the Church Office, at
the door, and any member of the Chancel Choir. The Choir will
participate in the event, as will the AUC Handbell Choirs Faith-
A-Peal, Bellissimo, EmBellished, and feature Garry Page as the
trumpet soloist.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 16
Ron Wallace will lead a heritage discussion entitled "How the

Word Got Around: A Historical Look at Local Newspapers" at the
Aurora Cultural Centre at 7 p.m. A glimpse into past days of
news media in Aurora - from an expert in the field. Admission by
donation is gratefully received. Light refreshments are provided.

SATURDAY, MAY 26
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, is pleased

to present an Afternoon Tea and Talk Fundraising Event from
1 – 4 p.m. Guest speaker Ingrid Folkers, Certified Tea
Sommelier and Culinary Consultant, offers a tea sampling
paired with a menu of delicious finger sandwiches, sweets,
fruit and scones. Four specially-selected blends and teas will
be paired with the menu, along with a talk outlining the histo-
ry, traditions and origins behind each. Tea-fabulous attire,
hats and fans optional – and encouraged! What a great gift
for Mother’s Day; tickets $40. For information or tickets, call
905-713-1818, drop by the Centre, or contact
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca. Fully accessible elevator at
north entrance.

SUNDAY, MAY 27
The 2012 Upper Canada Mall Easter Seals 10k Run and 5k

Run & Walk will take place today in a new location - the
Newmarket Riverwalk Commons in Downtown Newmarket and
is expected to draw nearly 1,000 participants. The new venue
located on Doug Duncan Drive offers a beautiful, flat and scenic
run course through Fairy Lake Park and the Tom Taylor Trail
System. For more information visit www.eastersealsrun.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors’ Association's Evergreen Choir, under

the direction of Dr. Richard Heinzle, warmly invite you to attend
their annual Spring Concert, Sing, Smile, Be Happy, to take
place at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way, Aurora,
at 2.30 p.m. Tickets, will be available after April 15 at the Centre
Reception Desk. $10.00 for adults, children are welcome and
are free of charge. Refreshments will be served during the
break.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
The Doane House Hospice will hold its third annual Unique

Craft and Gift Show today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Newmarket Community Centre (200 Doug Duncan Drive,
Newmarket). For more information, call 905-967-0259.

CONTINUING
The Aurora Probus Club meets every second Wednesday of

the month (except July and August) at the Aurora Legion.
Memberships consist of retired and semi-retired PROfessional
and BUSiness people, hence the name Probus. It is a fun fellow-
ship with well-chosen speakers. New memberships are wel-
come. For more information call Marilyn Munslow at 905-727-
9344 or Bob Saunders at 905-841-3558.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society is always look-

ing for new members of all ages. Monthly meetings with guest
speakers are held on the fourth Wednesday of every month at 8
p.m. (youth meet at 6 p.m.) at the Royal Canadian legion in
Aurora. For more Information call Cindy at 905-713-6660.

* * * * 
York Regional Police Venturers have openings for boys and

girls aged 14 to 17. Police Venturers meet every Wednesday
night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 240 Prospect Street, 1 District
police station community room. This is a joint program between
York Regional Police and Scouts Canada. There is a Scouts
Canada membership fee. Service uniforms are provided. High
school students can earn community service hours through the
program. If interested visit a meeting. For further information visit
York Regional Police volunteer website or contact volun-
teers@yrp.ca.

* * * * 
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located at 44

Metcalfe Streeet, Aurora, is the local source for gently used
women's, children's and men's clothing. All monies raised are
used to support the needy of Aurora, since it goes directly to the
"Welcoming Arms" Ministry. Open weekday mornings, 9.30 a.m.,
to 11.30 a.m. and  Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. The
Bag Sale happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To Grandmothers

group, meets monthly to raise awareness, generate funds and
lobby on behalf of the grandmother care-givers in AIDS-ravaged
Africa.  For more information call Kay at 905-841-9318 or Joan
at 905-727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St. Andrew's

Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria and Mosley Streets.  Al-
Anon meets every Tuesday at 8 p.m. at the Aurora United
Church on Yonge Street.  For more information go to al-
anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on the

fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the Royal
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North. Visitors are wel-
come for only $2. For more information call Ray at 905-727-
6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a capella Sweet

Adelines chorus, a group of women who gather Tuesday
evenings at the Old Fire Hall, Newmarket, to sing, share in the
harmony of friendship and learn the barbershop art form. York
Highlands is always looking for new women who share the love
of a capella music. Call Karen at 905-726-2113 or e-mail Vikki at
information@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-Newmarket's award

winning chorus, is looking for male singers. The group meets
every Wednesday from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire Hall, 140
Main Street South, in Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first Wednesday of

each month at the Aurora Legion. New members are welcome.
Call 905-727-5012 for more information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions have moved to their new meeting place at

the Aurora Legion in the Coulson Hall where they have three
meetings per month. The second Monday of the month is the
dinner meeting at 7 p.m., the third Tuesday is the business meet-
ing at 7.30 p.m. and the fourth Monday is a dinner meeting at 
7 p.m. The club is welcoming people to come out to the meetings
to see what the Aurora Lions are all about and consider 
joining the Lions and reach out to the community in many 
events. For further details go to their website at
www.auroralionscanada.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday night at

Gabriel's Restaurant on Yonge Street. New members are wel-
come. For further information, go to their website at
www.rotaryaurora.com

* * * *
Meet for lunch and a sense of community at Martha's Table,

based in St. Andrew's Hall at Aurora's Presbyterian Church. The
thriving, volunteer-run program reopens September 1. Lunch,
featuring soup, sandwiches, and dessert, is offered between
11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. Net receipts go to local charities. The
hall is on the corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new

members. You do not have to be a police officer nor are you
required to read music to volunteer. The group rehearses
Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m. For further infor-
mation, contact the chorus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the
co-ordinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-0303,
extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora's Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at Cardinal

Carter School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program
for 12 years and older boys and girls.

* * * *
Queen's York Rangers Army cadet corps has openings for

boys and girls aged 12 to 18. The group parades every Friday
night between 7 and 9 p.m. There is no membership fee and
those in high school can earn community service hours through
the program. For further information, call 905-726-8600.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children's Chorus welcomes treble voices. It is

a choir dedicated to nurturing and providing opportunities for
children to express their musical abilities. The chorus is open to
boys and girls ages 5-17. Contact the general director at
keepsinging@rogers.com.

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is looking

for volunteers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day
Program. The positions call for a commitment of a few hours a
week at its Aurora location. Various times are available. Call
Christine at 905-713-3494.

COMING EVENTS

From page 2

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) 
two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 
The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  

More than 1,000,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each year!

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

CAREER INCOME TAX

FOR RENT

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest finan-
cial services companies is
rapidly expanding in this
area. If you desire a dynamic
career with excellent income
potential, call Ruth Greaves
at 1-888-240-4767.

TAX PREPARATION
Personal & Small Business.
Local Pick U p  &  D e l i v e r y  
647-808-3331

Thank you for supporting 
The Auroran 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISERS

PERSONAL LINES BROKER REQUIRED for Insurance
Brokerage. A small town brokerage located 50 km north of
Toronto is looking for a fulltime personal lines broker for
home and auto insurance accounts.The successful candi-
date will have at least 5 years experience as a licensed bro-
ker. Good communications and strong organizational skills
are a requisite. Knowledge of Applied Systems would be
considered an asset. This is a salaried position.
Remuneration is to be negotiated according to years experi-
ence and qualifications. Please supply your resume via
email to aneedles@zing-net.ca.

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 

CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for mature individuals to join our 
friendly team. 2 position available. 

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings
Drivers needed but not manditory.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

LANDSCAPING AND 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
handyman required on a
horse farm minutes from the
centre of Aurora. Candidate
must be familiar with lawn
care equipment and opera-
tions. Full or part-time avail-
able call 416-508-6170

NEWLY RENOVATED,
BRIGHT ONE BEDROOM
located in a friendly neigh-
bourhood close to Yonge St.
$875 Inclusive Available May
1st. Call APM Property
Management 1 888 887 1493
for more information.

Want to keep up with the issues facing Aurora?

Watch

OUR TOWN 
with Alison Collins-Mrakas 

If you have an idea for a show, questions, comments, would like to 

be a guest on OUR TOWN or host OUR TOWN at your 

place of business, please call Cynthia 905-751-6013 

to book the place, time and date. Guests and locations must 

be booked a minimum 3 weeks before the show. 

Continued Growth has Created Several  

Opportunities in the Transportation Industry

Highway Driver

Local AZ Driver based out of Bolton, ON

AZ Driver – Dedicated Runs

Part-time Drivers

Please forward resume to: 

(905) 951-8785 ext. 5225 (905) 951-7492
hr@cavalier.ca
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Our        Town

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

WEEKLY SHOW
with Alison

Collins-Mrakas

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

AURORAN  POLL
VOTEPlease participate in our POLL 

go to www.theauroran.com - scroll to the 
bottom right side of the home page to... 
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YES, it was a misuse       
of Public money

19 %
NO, It would cost more      

money to pursue it

2 %
UNSURE

(174) (43)

.4 .25.4

(5)

The Town of Aurora passed a Council resolution last year that would have allowed
them to seek to recover the $55,000+ of public money spent in former mayor Phyllis
Morris' defamation suit against three local bloggers, among others, if she had been
successful. 

Now that Ms. Morris has dropped the suit, 
should the Town still seek to recover the money? 



tkwok@trebent.com

Thomas Kwok
Broker

905-889-2200
Dir: 416-399-2128

Bayview Realty Inc., Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated

801 STONEHAVEN AVE., NEWMARKET 
Bayview/Mulock

$439,900
Asking 

SOLD

Detached 4 bedroom, 3 bath, double
garage. Prestigious Newmarket 
location. 

TO PLACE AN AD IN THE 
SERVICE DIRECTORY 

PLEASE CALL 905-727-3300
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CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 

Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN

DENTAL

 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Alan is also committee chairman of iloverockandroll.ca

ONLY       
Call for a 14 point inspection
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For more information call: 
905-713-6326 FR
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Water Treatment your whole family 
will benefit from!

39$ 95

For a Limited Time 

HOME RENO PLUS

905.235.7357

Any Projects Big or Small 1 Call, 
We Do It All! 

Basements ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Painting, Flooring, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Drywall Taping, Framing, Additions, Enclosures, 
Tiling, Chimney & Masonry, Decks, 

fences, brick replacement

LIMOUSINE

MONUMENTSLAWN

WATER

REAL ESTATE

INTERIOR

HOME RENO

Thank you 
for supporting 

The Auroran 

“At Your Service” 

Businesses

Residential • Retail • Corporate Design

"Your Home Your Way"
905-726-1837

MYRA SPIERS INTERIOR DESIGN

www.myraspiersdesign.com

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience

Top quality guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Licensed, insured 25 years exp. 

Plumber 
Joe

416-568-6928

the

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil EnhancemeIest & Disease ControlP

StructIee PruningrTTrIConsulting  
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AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTERART

AUTO

CLEANERS

DANCE PLUMBER

AUCTION

Radiant health, 
& inner peace.

 QIGONG & YOGA

www.yogaforlife.ca

Andrea Roth
905-505-1324
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.caeliffeforogaffo.ywww

ea RndrA
905-505-1324

YOGA

TREE CARE

16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

59$From *
NEW Winshields 
 188$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

Come and fall in love with a painting

 

oldgrouch@rogers.com   •  905 727 6021

John Lloyd

Whildwood Studio & Gallery

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

Thank you for supporting “At Your Service”
businesses in The Auroran. 

VETERINARY SERVICES

BUSINESS SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

CREMATION

REAL ESTATE

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

Stouffville 905-640-6411
www.clarksonauctions.com Keller Williams 

Realty Centres, Brokerage  

First Time 
Homebuyers!

Get started now 
on path to home!

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

Call right now for  a

 
to get you where 
you want to be!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ Office: 905-895-5972 x 816

BUYERS KIT

Independently Owned and Operated

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

LAWN JAC MAINTENANCE 

Jason 416-294-4499

book by May 1st and 
receive the last 

cut of the season FREE!

 
COMPETITIVE PRICES

  
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com
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Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

insurance@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

By Brock Weir

Underused and out-of-date
buildings on Victoria Street
should be razed to make room
for a new state-of-the-art, multi-
use building Aurora can be
proud of, according to Councillor
Buck.

Councillor Buck plans on
floating her suggestion at a
future Council meeting where
some buildings, including the old
Aurora Public Library building
would be put on the chopping
block. In their place, she sug-
gests a new multi-story building
that not only could be used as a
potential youth space, but also
for clubs, community groups,
and other uses, and provide
multiple levels of underground
parking.

The cost for such a facility,
Councillor Buck said, could be
borne by the $30+ million in a
reserve account from the sale of
Aurora Hydro. 

"[The sale] was a very diffi-
cult decision to make and even
now I am not always sure it was
the right decision," said
Councillor Buck. "But what will
make it a right decision is if we
replace the Hydro with another
asset of equal or better value.
We realised 24 million from the
sale and in a few years it has
grown to $33 million. 

"We have the east side of
Library Square, the full length of
Victoria Street, occupied by
buildings that are past their
usable time and none of them
are worth keeping. The Library is
the most recent building and, at
the same time, it is impossible to
adapt it for any other usage.
Libraries are built differently. The
floors are thick concrete, so you
can't divide the space up, you
can't move the facilities around,
so we have an opportunity."

Money from the sale of
Aurora Hydro was put in a
reserve account, according to
Councillor Buck, with the goal
that it would not be used except
"after a month's notice to the
community and except for some
project that we would never be
able to pay for, buy, and put the
burden" on Aurora taxpayers.

"I think it is time for this
Council to think about that proj-
ect, what that might be, and par-
ticularly now when we think
about providing space for a teen
centre. 

"The problem I see with hav-
ing the Church Street School
used as an arts centre is it is

nowhere near adequate to pro-
vide space for a concert, an
audience, and you can't possibly
make it self-sufficient with that
limited amount of space. You
can't have major talents coming
to give concerts for 50 people
and expect to realise sufficient
revenue from that to pay the cost
to have people like that. 

"At the time we did this and I
was trying to drum up interest in
the community for what we
might do with that money, I envi-
sioned a building several storeys
high on Victoria Street with lights
on until 10.30 or 11 p.m., people
of every age coming, people
with every possible interest on
what could be a little drama
group, a music studio, a dance
studio, studios that would pro-
vide an opportunity for whatever
interests anybody might have in
the community with sufficient
funds to be able to build it and
put money into a foundation that
would fund it. Revenues would
go towards maintaining the fund
so taxpayers would not be bear-
ing the burden for the building of
it, and they would not be bearing
a burden for the operation of it
either."

The resources are there, the
opportunity is there, and it's time
to move, she said. Councillor
Buck added she did not believe
in keeping money sitting in the
bank not doing any good, and
acting now would be provide a
legacy for the current Council. 

"No matter what happens to
us at the end of the term, if we're
going to accomplish anything
we can look back on and say I
had a part of that and nothing
else it will be worthwhile," she
said.

Redevelopment was in the
air in other parts of the commu-
nity as well as ideas were
pitched for the future of the Collis
Leather site on Tyler Street. The
conversation came out of a pro-
posal to re-designate the land
for future residential use.
According to local historical
advocate David Heard, howev-
er, the site could be redeveloped
to rival downtown Newmarket's
new River Walk Commons and
recent Fairy Lake improve-
ments. 

An "incredible" green space
in this area could serve to bring
the community out of their
homes and come together to
enjoy what could be a prime
recreation area, he claimed.

"To stand on the hill at the
front of Collis Leather and look

Redevelopment ideas are in the air for Downtown Aurora
over the expanse of trees and
imagine walking trails, possibly
an amphitheatre, baseball dia-
mond, maybe a pond like Fairy
Lake in Newmarket is incredi-
ble," he said. 

"I honestly believe that prop-
erty may be the real answer to
bring people together in the
downtown core. I admire
Newmarket. They're not as great

as Aurora, but I admire
Newmarket with what they have
done in the downtown core and
they have the wonderful benefit
of Fairy Lake. 

"I really do passionately
believe that we could have a
very similar, if not magnificent
piece of property and a place to
share together in the downtown
core."

Award winning “jam lady” Jan Freedman, a long-time vendor at the Aurora Farmers’ Market, was recent-
ly named Chair of the Aurora Farmers’ Market committee. She is pictured above on Saturday morning at
the last indoor Farmers’ Market of the season, which was held at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Next month,
however, the Farmers’ Market will officially re-open in its traditional outdoor Wells Street location at
Town Park.                  Auroran photo by David Falconer

Chris Hrynyk 
Insurance Representative

For a free life insurance quote 
please visit

www.canadacoverage.com

Tel: 289-466-5196
chrynyk@monarchwealth.ca

www.monarchwealth.ca

Insurance Products 
Term Life • Whole Life 

• Critical Illness 
Disability • Segregated Funds
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* Limited time offer.  See sales rep for details. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustrations are artist’s concept only. 
Rockport® is a registered trademark of Rockport and used under license. ©Rockport 2010. All rights reserved. E.&O.E. 2012. Brokers protected.

1 Bedroom + Den
 Suites from the

$280’s*

2 Bedroom
Suites from the

$380’s*

Presentation Centre: 180 John West Way, Suite 103, 

Aurora, Mon.-Wed. Noon-6 pm, Closed Thurs. & Fri., 

Weekends & Holidays Noon-5 pm

905 841 1004

Life. Lived Better.®

rockportgroup.net

Ridgewood II an intimate 6 storey condominium residence located in the heart of 

historic Aurora. With elegant suite designs and luxurious suite appointments ranging 

from 9 & 10 foot ceilings, a gourmet kitchen package consisting of undermount 

sink, under cabinet valance lighting, stainless steel contemporary faucet, ceramic tile 

backsplash, stainless steel appliances and granite countertops. Engineered hardwood 

fl ooring*, one underground parking space and so much more.

Walk into your suite at Ridgewood II and embrace a 

sanctuary to true luxury living.

NOW U
NDER

CONSTRUCTIO
N

1  Y E A R  F R E E  M A I N T E N A N C E *
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RULES:
1. Limit of one entry per person,

maximum four entries per 
household.

2. All entries must be completed       
fully on original clipped forms.

3. All winners agree to the use of     
his/her name, address and 
photograph for publicity.

4. Decisions of the judges final
in all matters.

LEADERS WILL BE POSTED WEEKLY IN THE AURORAN.

FREETOENTER

You could WIN $1000

Grand Prize**: $1000
First Place*: $400

Second Place*: $200
Third place*: $100

Name____________________________________ Phone______________
Address______________________________________________________

Mail your entry to The Auroran Newspaper, 15213 Yonge St., Suite 8, Aurora ON L4G 1L8. 
Deadline is 5:00 p.m., Friday, April 13, 2012. All entries must be in by that date.

**Grand prize goes to the winner with
the most points out of the winners of

the Aurora/King, Innisfil/New Tecumseth
and Caledon/Orangeville pools. 

*First, second and third place prizes go
to the top three in points in each pool.

GRAND OPENING  GRAND OPENING  GRAND OPENING  

HIGHLAND NATIONAL LEASING
a division of

HIGHLAND CHEVROLET BUICK GMC CADILLAC LTD., 
established over 30 years ago, is proud to announce the

of its 

new HIGHLAND NATIONAL LEASING Head Office
Our fleet currently runs the gamut  from

CHEVROLET pickups to equipment to exotics 
such as Porsche and Mercedes.

 

Please visit us at: 15783 Yonge Street, Aurora

Tel: 905-727-9444 or 416-798-7699  •  www.HNLlease.com

Choose 1 player from each of the 12 groups 
 
All Players including Goalies: goal = 1 point, assist = 1 point, shootout goal = 1 point 
 

 Evgeni Malkin (PIT)  Claude Giroux        (PHI)  Daniel Sedin    (VAN) 
 Marian Hossa  (CHI)  Henrik Zetterberg (DET)  James Neal      (PIT) 
 Marian Gaborik (NYR)  Henrik Sedin          (VAN)  Joe Thorton      (SJS) 
 Pavel Datsyuk  (DET)  Zach Parise            (NJD)  Jonathon Toews (CHI) 
 Jason Spezza  (OTT)  Sidney Crosby         (PIT)  Milan Mihalick    (OTT) 

   
Alexander Ovechkin(WAS)  Patrik Elias         (NJD) Scott Hartnell   (PHI) 
 Ilya Kovalchuk      (NJD)  Tyler Seguin       (BOS)  Ray Whitney   (PHX) 
Jarome Iginla        (CGY)  Ryan Kesler        (VAN)   Milan Lucic      (BOS) 
 Patrick Kane        (CHI)  David Backes      (STL)  Stephen Weiss (FLA) 
 Martin Erat          (NSH)  Loui Erikson       (DAL)  Ryan Oriely      (COL) 

   
Zdene Chara     (BOS)  Michael Del Zotto (NYR)  Erik Karlsson       (OTT) 
Shea Weber      (NAS)  Duncan Keith       (CHI)  Alex Peiterangelo (STL) 
Keith Yandle     (PHO)  Matt Carle           (PHI)  Alexander Edler   (VAN) 
Brian Campbell (FLA)  Dennis Wideman (WAS)  Niklas Lindstrom (DET) 
Dan Boyle        (SJS)  Ryan Suter           (NAS)  Kris Letang         (PIT) 

   
Goalies: Win=1 point, Shutout=+2 points (3 total).  They will also be credited for goals/assists. 
 

 Henrik Lundqvist(NYR)  Jose Theodore (FLA)  Kari Lethonen (DAL) 
 Marc-Andre Fleury (PIT)  Ilya Bryzgalov (PHI)   Tomas Vokoun (WAS) 
 Pekka Rinne (NSH)  Craig Anderson (OTT)  Jaroslav Halak (STL) 
 Roberto Luongo (VAN)  Martin Brodeur (NJ)  Jimmy Howard (DET) 
 Tim Thomas (BOS)  Mike Smith (PHX)  Miikka Kiprusoff (CGY) 

   

2012 PLAYOFFS

Join us for Easter Brunch 
Sunday, April 8, 2012 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
AT 7 A.M.

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 

14845 Yonge St. Aurora tel: (905) 841-1807

JONATHAN’S
mediterranean and more

Email entry to entries@simcoeyorkprinting.com or mail your entry to The Auroran Newspaper, 15213 Yonge Street, Suite 8, Aurora ON  L4G 1L8. 
Deadline is 5:00 p.m., Friday, April 13, 2012. All entries must be in by that date.



THE AURORAN, Week of February 28, 2012 - 27 

12998 Keele Street at King Road, King City, Ontario

Hogan’s Inn

BOOK YOUR SPECIAL 
OCCASIONS TODAY!

Communions, Baptisms, 
Intimate Weddings, Rehearsal 

Parties and Showers
Private rooms available to accomodate 8-120 people.

Check out our NEW LINE UP of 
BEER ON TAP in the Hunt Pub 
& in the Main Dining Room.

Hunt Pub NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
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Press “Play” and
Dance on Saturday
was a great success
Saturday for skaters
and spectators alike.
(1) Featured artist
Shaquille Davis. (2)
Ava participated as
skater in CanSkate, a
learn-to-skate pro-
gram, while Raquel
Burgess (3) per-
formed as an
advanced soloist.
Groups also showed
off their skills to True
Blue (4), We Like To
Party (6) and Glow
Worm (8). Nicole
Marino is lifted by
Matthew Warner (5) in
the colourful produc-
tion of “Marry the
Night.” (7)

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer

PUSH “PLAY” AND DANCE

11 22 33

44 55 66

77 88
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14785 Yonge Street just north of Edward Street, Telephone: (905) 841-9500

www.edwardstreet. ca

EASTER AT EDWARD STREET
IN THE MARKET
Enjoy our classic Edward Street prepared foods as well 
as our Easter-themed items, which are heat and serve ready. 
Easter chocolates, gifts and more!

BRUNCH IN THE BISTRO
Join us for Easter Brunch in the Bistro 
from 10am to 3pm on Easter Sunday.

EASTER CATERING MENUS
Try our fully catered Easter meals. 
If traditional Easter food isn't your fancy, try our 
full service catering customized to your needs.
We cater every day, even holidays!

@edwardstreet
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