
By Brock Weir

The Town and the Aurora
Cultural Centre will have until
March 27 to make progress in lay-
ing the groundwork for negotiating
a new contract.

The development came after
the Centre dodged a termination
of their contract last Tuesday. 

The decision was made during
a marathon 4.5 hour Council
meeting where a number of
motions and amendments related
to the original motion from
Councillors John Abel and Paul
Pirri to give the Centre 12 months'
notice to terminate their agree-
ment were debated.

The intent of the original
motion was to have a new agree-
ment in place as soon as the 12
months were up.

Councillors, however, ultimate-
ly voted 6-3 to strike an ad hoc 
committee between Council, the

Cultural Centre Board and mem-
bers of the community "to develop
parameters for a new agreement
for the delivery of Cultural serv-
ice." Staff were also "directed to
prepare the Terms of Reference
for the Committee for Council's
consideration and a report to be
provided to Council" by March 27.

This amendment to the original
motion was made by Councillor
Sandra Humfryes - eliminating
any reference to the "termination"
of the agreement - after a very
similar motion was floated by
Councillor Abel and rejected by
Council over three hours before-
hand. 

While Councillors Michael
Thompson and Sandra Humfryes
said they supported Councillor
Abel's original motion to defer the
matter for a month, Councillor
Chris Ballard was unmoved, and
said he had "mixed feelings" about

By Brock Weir

Aurora's long proposed youth
centre was put on the backburner
for another month last week as
Council deferred it to March 27 due
to time constraints. 

Parks and Recreation Director
Al Downey and three design con-
sultants waited to make their case
presenting several youth centre
options for six possible locations
around Aurora last Tuesday night
but after nearly four hours of dis-
cussion surrounding the Aurora
Cultural Centre, Mr. Downey finally
sent the consultants home. 

They were originally slated to
make their presentation much earli-
er in the evening before Council got
down to the nitty gritty on the
Cultural Centre. A motion to bring
the Cultural Centre forward ahead
of the youth centre was passed,

however, despite the objections of
Councillor Evelyn Buck. 

"We have just listened to almost
an hour of people speaking about
the value of culture in this commu-
nity," she said. "Now we're going to
talk about the value of providing
programs for young people. I think
this audience should be obliged to
listen to it."

But it was not to be, and the mat-
ter went un-discussed. What was
left, however, were the options of
just what Mr. Downey and his team
had in mind for possible forms and
locations of a youth centre in Town. 

The first option is a youth facility
within the Aurora Family Leisure
Complex off Industrial Parkway
near St. John's Sideroad; option B
is the Aurora Community Centre on
Aurora Heights; option C is a facility
within the Stronach Aurora
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$4,500 RAISED TO MAKE ALEXIA’S DREAM COME TRUE
Grade 8 student Alexia Chabot took to the runway Saturday in a fundraising fashion and tal-
ent show organized by her fellow students to send her on a dream trip to Paris. Alexia, who
continues treatment for leukemia, said she was “amazed” by the support she has received
from the Ecole Renaissance student body, as they worked with the Children’s Wish
Foundation to make her dream a reality. Inset: École Saint-Jean students Adam Wloka, Élise
Quail, Jean-François Merrimen showcase some outfits. Please see Page 8. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer

Youth centre options look at
visibility and access

Town, Cultural Centre given 
one month to make progress



10. 45 a.m. & 1.30 p.m.  Drop in readings between noon
& 1 p.m. Cost: $6 for adults, $3 for children under 12.

TUESDAY, MARCH 27
The Aurora Public Library presents MEDIEVAL

STAINED GLASS from 7 - 8 p.m. In the Middle Ages,
stained glass windows decorated churches and cathe-
drals.  The light streams through in different colours for a
beautiful glow. In this exciting workshop, we will replicate
stained glass by using tissue paper to create our own
Medieval windows. Ages 7+. Registration is $7.50. For
more information contact Polly Ross, Children Services
Librarian at 905-727-9494 x 280 or by emailing
pross@library.on.ca.

MARCH 29 - APRIL 1
Every three minutes another Canadian is faced with

fighting cancer. Throughout April, volunteers in Aurora
and across Ontario will be working together to raise
funds for the Canadian Cancer Society during Daffodil
Month. Join the fight against cancer March 29 until April
1. Buy daffodils for $7 a bunch or two bunches for $12 at
Metro, Real Canadian Superstore, Sobeys, LCBO, and
No Frills and unite behind those living with cancer.
Daffodil pins are also available for a donation throughout
the month. Money raised during Daffodil Month helps the
Society do everything it can to prevent cancer, fund
research to outsmart cancer and empower, inform and
support people living with cancer right here in Aurora.
Visit fightback.ca or call 905-830-0447 ext. 3833 for
more information about Daffodil Month, daffodil sales
locations, where to get your daffodil pin or to volunteer.

APRIL 1 - APRIL 30
Artists from L'Arche Daybreak will mount their exhib-

it With Our Own Hands at the Richmond Hill Centre for
the Performing Arts this month. The exhibit will be open
Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and one
hour prior to all ticketed performances. The exhibit will be
closed to the public on Sundays unless a performance is
taking place. "Those with intellectual disabilities have
been called 'artisans of the heart' by Jean Vanier," said
Richmond Hill artist and L'Arche supporter Jacquie
Boughner in a statement. "In this exhibition, the
Daybreak artists create works full of joy, life, and peace -
a perspective of the heart with which to view and engage
the world and society in which we live." For more infor-
mation, contact L'Arche Daybreak at 905-884-3454.

APRIL 11 - MAY 15
A Bereavement Support Group for adults experienc-

ing the death of a loved one is again being offered at the
Aurora United Church for an eight week session, from 7
to 9 p.m. beginning Wednesday, April 11 and ending May
30. There is no fee for this program. It is non-denomina-
tional and is open to all in the community. For info call
Paula at 905-727-2584 or email bereavement@live.ca.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL18
Bob McRoberts will lead a heritage discussion enti-

tled "Postcards of Old Aurora: The McRoberts
Collection" at the Aurora Cultural Centre at 7 p.m. 

A digital unveiling of his vast and unique collection of
local postcards, alongside current photos. Admission by
donation is gratefully received. Light refreshments are
provided.

FRIDAY, APRIL 20
The Aurora United Church will hold its Spring

Rummage sale today from 1- 8 p.m. with today being the
individual sale. Items include clothing, linen, books, toys,
and garage sale items. All proceeds fund local charities
and some charities received leftover clothes filling their
wish lists for their clients free of charge. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 21
The Aurora United Church continues its Spring

Rummage sale - this time its bag sale - today from 9 a.m.
to 12 noon. Items include clothing, linen, books, toys,
and garage sale items. All proceeds fund local charities
and some charities received leftover clothes filling their
wish lists for their clients free of charge.

* * * *
The York Region Food Network will host the York

Region Seedy Saturday Garden Show at the Aurora
Cultural Centre (22 Church Street) from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The event will include a seed exchange, guest speakers,
food demonstrations, door prizes, and much more!
Come on out! Admission by donation. For more informa-
tion, contact info@healthyfestivals.org or go to
www.healthyfestivals.org/events/seedy.aspx

SUNDAY, APRIL 22
The fourth Annual Runway to Spring 2012 Fashion

Event in Support of the Easter Seals Kids takes place
today at the Country Day School Performing Arts Centre
from 1 p.m. - 5 p.m hosted by Michele Denniston of
Century 21 Heritage Group of Richmond Hill. The event
features many local restaurant, caterers and food spe-
cialists, and will bring together some of this year's trendi-
est fashion retailers from the surrounding community.
There will be food samples and a wine tasting followed
by a fashion show as well as a silent auction, raffle
prizes, and a live band throughout the afternoon. Tickets
are $40 in advance and $45 at the door. For more infor-
mation contact event coordinator Michele McDonald at
647-454-6025 or flumpydog@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
2nd annual "I Love Rock 'n' Roll" dinner dance will be

held at the Mansion (formerly Dinardo's) tonight. A web-
site www.iloverockandroll.ca is also up and running for
further information. Tickets are available now by calling
905-727-8600 and expected to sell out fast so if you are
planning to attend and don't want to be disappointed, get
your tickets soon.

* * * * 
The Aurora Seniors' Centre will hold its annual

spring sale, including a white elephant sale, a book area,
and amazing home baking. Members of the ASA's
sewing, wood shop and knitting groups will also have
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COMING EVENTS
JANUARY 28 - APRIL 22

Kleinburg's McMichael Gallery presents The
McMichael Tree Project, a celebration of the artistic, cul-
tural, and natural aspects of the tree with two breathtak-
ing exhibitions, special installations, and a variety of pro-
grams. The programs conclude on Earth Day, April 22.
The McMichael Canadian Art Collection is located at
10365 Islington Avenue in Kleinburg. For more informa-
tion call 905-893-1121.

FEBRUARY 9 - MAY 5
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Under Sacred

Skies; panoramic oil paintings by Michael Fromowitz in
the Great Hall Gallery. Continues through until May 5;
Gallery Hours Tuesday - Saturday, 1 - 4 p.m. and during
special events; free admission. 22 Church Street; wheel-
chair accessible at north entrance. For info please call
905-713-1818, or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

TUESDAY, MARCH 6
St. Andrew's College will host its annual musical

extravaganza - Cadets in Concert - tonight at 7.30 p.m.
Enjoy the music of the St. Andrew's College prize winning
Wind Ensemble, Pipes & Drums Band, and Drummer
Fanfare. Tickets are $15 and may be purchased by 
calling 905-727-3178 x.260 or by emailing
jane.bedard@sac.on.ca.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7
The Aurora Public Library presents Money Talk$: Can

We Succeed in the Bond Market? Money Talk$ is a free
monthly discussion group to exchange ideas and unbi-
ased financial planning information. The presentation
begins at 7 p.m. in the Library's Magna Room, and will be
followed by a question and answer session. No financial
products or services will be offered or sold. To pre-regis-
ter, contact the Aurora Public Library's Adult Information
Desk by calling 905-727-9493 and select option 4, or
email fryork-moneytalks@yahoo.com.

THURSDAY, MARCH 8
Amnesty International meets to support human

rights, 7.30 p.m. in the Rectory, Trinity Anglican Church,
79 Victoria St., Aurora. All welcome. For more informa-
tion, call 905-713-6713.

MONDAY, MARCH 12
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH BREAK

- SUPER SCIENCE from 2 - 2.45 p.m. in the Magna
Room. Bubbling potions, air pressure experiments, cool
chemical reactions and more! Come out for this Super
Science program that will both entertain and educate
children. Ages 7+. Free tickets are available in advance
by contacting Polly Ross, Children Services Librarian at
905-727-9494 x 208 or by emailing pross@library.on.ca.

MARCH 12 - 14
March Break Workshop Papier-Mache - The Ultimate

Craft! Register now for this fabulous March Break 3-
morning activity in order to create a project from start to
finish. Choose from 3 projects - a monster, an animal or
a décor piece for your room. Learn to build the form using
easy household supplies. Bring a paint shirt, sketchbook
and snack each day as well as your imagination!  Pre-
registration required - workshop requires all 3 mornings
to complete the project. 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon each day;
intended for children ages 6 - 12. Workshop fee $75
includes all materials. To register contact the Centre at
905 713-1818, or drop by. 22 Church Street; fully acces-
sible at the north glass doors. For info:
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

MARCH 12 - 16
The Aurora United Church hosts "Around the World

With Jesus" a March Break Vacation Bible Camp from
March 12 through March 16. Sessions run from 8.30 a.m.
to noon for kids ages five to 12. Activities include movies,
crafts, snacks, games, and music and registration is $25
per child. To register, call the Aurora United Church at
905-727-1935.

TUESDAY, MARCH 13
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH BREAK

- MUSIC WITH RUSS! from 10 - 10.45 a.m. in the Magna
Room. Join Russ Clayton for a family-fun concert!  Russ
will sing and play instruments, making this an upbeat,
high tempo musical adventure for families!  Ages:
Families. Free tickets are available in advance by 
contacting Polly Ross, Children Services Librarian at
905-727-9494 x 280 or by emailing pross@library.on.ca.

* * * *
March Break Workshop - Cartoon Poster-Mania!

Spend the afternoon learning to draw a favourite cartoon
character on a poster-sized sheet. Learn the hints and
tricks of making it authentic - by the end of the afternoon
you'll have created artwork for your walls, and a new
drawing skill to use again and again! 1 p.m. - 3.30 p.m.;
children ages 7 - 12. Pre-registration required: workshop
fee $30 includes all materials. To register contact the
Centre at 905-713-1818, or drop by. 22 Church Street;
fully accessible at the north glass doors. For info:
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or 905-713-1818.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH BREAK

- MAGIC SHOW: I LOVE TO READ! from 2 - 2.45 p.m. in
the Magna Room. Join "Lofty" in this magical and enter-
taining show!  A blend of magic, juggling, storytelling,
jokes and of course participation, children will have a hol-
lering good time. Ages 6+. Free tickets are available in
advance by contacting Polly Ross, Children Services
Librarian at 905-727-9494 x 280 or by emailing
pross@library.on.ca.

* * * * 
March Break Workshop - Anime Basics. Learn the

basics of the popular Japanese-style animation found in
print and comic books characters. Cartooning expert Dirk
Michiels will teach you the basics of drawing, colouring
and shading such characters as Naruto, Bleach, Fairy

Tail, One Piece and more. 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.; ages 11 - 15.
Pre-registration required: workshop fee $35 includes all
materials. To register contact the Centre at 905-713-
1818, or drop by. 22 Church Street; fully accessible at the
north glass doors. For info: www.auroraculturalcentre.ca
or call 905-713-1818.

* * * * 
The York Regional Police host their March Break

Free Community Skate today at the Aurora Community
Centre (1 Community Centre Lane) today from 1 to 3
p.m. Members of the community are invited to attend at
no charge. Non-perishable food donations will be accept-
ed at the event. Celebrity guests include members of the
National Hockey League Alumni, along with three York
Regional Police mascots - Bobby the Bear, Bucky the
Beaver, and Morris the Moose. For more information, call
1-866-876-5423 x 6714.

THURSDAY, MARCH 15
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH BREAK

- CINDY COOK FROM POLKA DOT DOOR from 10 -
10.45 a.m. in the Magna Room. The Sing and Spell Show
with Cindy Cook from Polka Dot Door. In this musical par-
ticipation concert, Cindy will use puppets, songs, spelling
games, riddles and different languages to show children
that reading is FUN! Ages 3-6. Free tickets are available
in advance by contacting Polly Ross, Children Services
Librarian at 905-727-9494 x 280 or by emailing
pross@library.on.ca.

FRIDAY, MARCH 16
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH BREAK

- ANIMALS @ THE LIBRARY from 10 - 11 a.m. in the
Magna Room. WHIMZ Animal Fun!  Join us for this fun,
dynamic and educational presentation about the animals
you may or may not see in your backyard!  What animals
will WHIMZ bring? Come and see for yourself! Ages 7+.
Free tickets are available in advance by contacting Polly
Ross, Children Services Librarian at 905-727-9494 x 280
or by emailing pross@library.on.ca.

SATURDAY, MARCH 17
You are invited to join the annual Friendly

Neighbourhood Youth Road Hockey Challenge today at
Newmarket's Riverwalk Community Commons. Organize
your own road hockey team for Ontario's longest running
festival and you could win a $1000 education award.
There is no cost to enter and tourney players must be 12
years of age and up. Six players minimum per team. 
Open to all sexes. Pick-up games for all ages on the day
of the event as well. To register or volunteer, 
visit www.tpeproductions.com and www.poverty
acc.com/getinvolved.

* * * * 
The White Heather Pipes and Drums presents a St.

Patrick's Day Dinner and Dance tonight at 7 p.m. at the
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North.
Come out for an evening of Irish stew, music, entertain-
ment and fun. Cocktails at 6.30 p.m. and dinner at 7 p.m.
Dinner is $8 per person. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 20
Bonsai Hill hosts another evening of poetry and per-

formance tonight at 7 p.m. This evening's show features
musicians Aaron Morris of The Manatee Band, the band
Me & The Infinite Lovely, Mark Manner, Justin Tamane,
and Ryan Webb. Poets on hand will be Deborah Campo,
Luleta Brown, Stephanie Davidson, Sterling Dillinger,
Billy Ferguson, Susana Lucia, Linda Squires, Dierdre
Tomlinson and Malcolm Watts. There will be an open mic
for guest poets. The last half hour of the open mic may
contain graphic language. Bonsai Hill is located at 15263
Yonge Street, Unit 2.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21
Jacqueline Stuart will lead a heritage discussion enti-

tled "The Worst Place Inside the Corporation" at the
Aurora Cultural Centre at 7 p.m. Where in Aurora could
this building - and area - possibly be? Admission by
donation is gratefully received. Light refreshments are
provided.

* * * * 
Community Living Newmarket/Aurora District will be

presenting its 2012 Community Service Award to Peter
Miller, owner/operator, of McDonald's Restaurants of P.
G. Miller Enterprises Limited at the Association's 10th
Annual Tribute Dinner.   The Dinner will be held on
Wednesday, March 21, 2012, at 6 p.m., The Manor,
Carrying Place Golf & Country Club, Kettleby.  Cost:
$125 per person.  Reserved table of eight:  $1,000.
Proceeds in support of Community Living
Newmarket/Aurora District.  For tickets call: 905-898-
3000 ext. 253 or visit www.clnad.com.

FRIDAY, MARCH 23
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Soyeon Lee

(www.soyeonlee.com), part of the Great Artist Piano
Series. Winner of the prestigious Naumburg International
Piano Competition, Ms. Lee will present "An Invitation to
the Dance" program to includes works by Bartok,
Schumann, Liszt and Albeniz. Individual tickets $30 adult
/$25 seniors and students, plus HST.  Doors open at 7
p.m.; concert at 8 p.m. General Admission seating.
Tickets are available over the phone with a credit card, or
in person at the Centre. 22 Church Street; fully accessi-
ble at the north glass doors. For info:
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

SUNDAY, MARCH 25
The Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum will host a pan-

cake brunch today from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Celebrate the
end of winter at this delicious event hosted by the
Founding Friends of the Museum.  Enjoy a pancake and
ham brunch topped off with locally-produced maple
syrup. Also join us for a fun and enthusiastic reading of
Eric Carle's children's book Pancakes, Pancakes! by
local story-teller Susan Murray.  Interactive readings at
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ST. JOSEPH STUDENTS MAKE THE GRADE

Aurora’s St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School scored 44th place
out of 2695 Ontario elementary schools in an annual ranking by the
Fraser Institute. St. Joseph’s scored in a five way tie with other schools
in Toronto, Woodbridge, Mississauga, and Renfrew.  Individually, it was
rated by the Institute a 9.4/10. The survey evaluates schools 
based on reading, writing, and math levels in both Grades 
3 and 6, as well as gender gaps in reading and math.

Aurora Heights was Aurora’s next entry on the scorecard, ranked in
182nd place in a 31-way tie. Aurora’s lowest rated entry was Ecole
Saint-Jean, ranked 1757th in a 40 way tie. Individually it was given a
score of 5.4/10.

ART IN THE PARK

High school students and community groups across Aurora are
invited to decorate picnic tables for parks town-wide. The Art in the Park
program is an initiative “designed to engage Aurora’s youth in an 
artistic way” and promote a sense of pride, provide “an opportunity to
showcase the talent of up-and-coming community artists” and promote
public art. Artists will be provided with picnic table boards by the Town
which can be painted by registrants before being assembled and
unveiled by the Parks department in June. Deadline for registration is
March 30. For more information, contact the Town’s Nichole Campsall at
ncampsall@aurora.ca or 905-726-4760.
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Hear Ye! Aurora makes it official 
for long-time Town Crier!

By Brock Weir

When Jack Benny rhetor-
ically asked his vaudeville
partner the old - and we do
mean old! - question, "What
are the three quickest ways
to spread the news?" 

The inevitable response
was always "telephone, tele-
graph, and tell a...", but this
week Aurora's answer for
the foreseeable future might
simply be "John Webster."

Mr. Webster, a familiar
face at Town events ranging
from Canada Day celebra-
tions to Santa Under The
Stars, was proclaimed
Aurora's Official Town Crier
by Town Council last
Tuesday. Rather than grab-
bing his bell, grabbing his
red coat, and putting on his
tri-corn to herald the news
himself, Mr. Webster
seemed humbled by their
decision when The Auroran
caught up with him on
Thursday.

"It's quite an honour," he
said. "I have quite a history
with Aurora and I feel quite
honoured to be able to rep-
resent this community."

When Mr. Webster says
he has a history of Aurora,
he doesn't just mean a his-
tory of his own. A resident of
Markham, where his moth-
er's family planted roots, his
father's family has a firm his-
tory in Aurora starting back

to when a good portion of
the Town was still called
Machell's Corners. His
ancestor, another John
Webster, retired as a navy
carpenter and was given a
plot of land in the then vil-
lage as part of his retirement
package.

"Being a good seafaring
individual, he wanted to start
farming and grow crops, so
he chose a piece of land that
didn't have a lot of trees on
it, and he discovered that it
didn't have a lot of trees on it
because it wasn't very good
for growing things," his
descendant explained. "That
just about ended the family
tree that first winter."

Heading up Yonge Street,
which was "little more than
an ox trail", he went up to
Holland Landing and built
barges for use on Lake
Simcoe before coming back
and buying "an actual
house" in Aurora.
Generations later, Mr.
Webster's grandmother
worked at the Fleury factory
and had the distinction of
laying the last brick on the
top of the factory's chimney. 

After settling in
Markham, Mr. Webster
became involved in the fes-
tivities at the Markham
Fairgrounds and it was there
that he stumbled into "holler-
ing" quite by accident.
Looking for new, innovative

ways to get patrons to check
out new activities, after sev-
eral ideas failed miserably,
he figured the only solution
was to rent a town crier out-
fit and do the honours him-
self.

"We thought a PA system
would sound like, 'Good
afternoon, Walmart shop-
pers' and ruin the ambiance
of an agricultural fair," he
said. "[I thought] why not
rent a suit and holler out the
different events that were
going on. There wasn't
enough time to run it past
anyone and I did it."

Lucky he did, because
his first yell "scared the
bajeebers" out of then
Markham mayor Carole Bell
standing nearby, and it was
she who paved the way for
him being appointed
Markham's official crier. That
in turn paved the way for him
joining the Ontario Guild of
Town Criers, and his holler-
ing just took off from there. 

During his time on the
Town Crier circuit, Mr.
Webster said he has seen
interest grow in what was
rapidly becoming a lost art.
When he first started in
1987, for instance, there
were just 12 criers in the
Ontario guild and now there
are over 50. The Guild also
participates in world compe-
titions which not only allows
them to improve themselves

but build a far wider ranging
network. And his wife, Mary,
has also  come into the act.

"She's quite excited
[about the Aurora appoint-
ment]," said Mr. Webster. "It
is an avocation we can both
participate in."

The avocation has taken
them around the world, and
also facilitated two of his
most meaningful achieve-
ments - hollering from the
very top of England's
Rochester Castle after a
perilous climb to the top of
the ruin, and announcing the
Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh closer to home in
October 2002. 

"They came to Toronto
during their Golden Jubilee
year and Prince Philip came
over and had a little chat
with me, which I felt quite
honoured. [This journey] has
meant that I have friends all
over the world - and it allows
me to wave the flag for
Canada while I am there -
and now in Aurora."

And, the only way to go
from here is up, he added.

"Everybody talks about
the Gutenberg press and
tweets, but that is just a fad,"
he said, with a laugh.
"They're going back to Town
Criers - we're the original
communication devices, 
and we're a lot more accu-
rate and environmentally 
friendly!"

He’s a familiar face at Aurora events, but Markham’s John Webster (pictured above, last year) was 
unanimously named Aurora’s Official Town Crier last Tuesday. Mr. Webster said he was honoured by
Council’s decision and said it brings him closer to his roots, as his ancestors helped settle the Town
when it was known as Machell’s Corners in the 19th century.                     Auroran photo by David Falconer

✃

✃
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Brock’s Banter
By BROCK WEIR

100 Watts 
By Christopher Watts

Our particular household is not equipped with Rogers, so I can-
not say for certain how the events of Tuesday in the Council cham-
bers unfolded on television, but I think I can say with confidence that
the small screen could not have done the meeting justice. 

It was clear well in advance it would be an interesting session,
and the energy in the room was palpable to this particular writer
who weathers every Council meeting week in and week out.
Anticipation was high and the full audience was testament to that. 

Of course, I couldn't have anticipated the extent of the circus that
unfolded once the meeting got underway, a circus unseen in the
Chamber since the salad days of the previous Council term.

Passions rose. Cheeks flushed. Some people got up and left the
room. And that was at the Council table. 

The temperature of the room rose a few degrees as people on
both sides of the great Cultural Agreement debate vented their 
collective spleens - and flushed out a couple of tear ducts - in open
forum, and the following few minutes of procedural items allowed
some time for a well needed cool down. 

But evidently it was not enough as one Councillor raised an
objection to a seemingly harmless motion calling on the familiar face
of John Webster to be made Aurora's official Town Crier. She
claimed it should be discussed behind closed doors, even though
the motion - and the name continued within it -  had been public for
two weeks and left the table for the duration...followed by one
Councillor on the other side of the table for reasons he chose 
not to share.  

She returned to the table after the vote had been taken but then
called  for a recorded vote on the matter - a call that was rejected.
The circus master then came into the ring signalling the start of the
headlining event. 

The first chunk of the debate was dominated by Councillor
Abel's suggested deferral of the Cultural Centre motion, asking that
both sides come together and discuss possible solutions. 
This ultimately didn't fly. 

Councillors knew that the audience was packed to hear what
they thought about the original motion calling for the termination -
and said so - and they voted that deferral down. They knew what the
public wanted, and certainly delivered! 

And after nearly three further hours of debate - and one council-
lor busting out with a universal hand signal for "stupid" (or "brain
cramp" at the very least) when a fellow councillor was saying some-
thing that went against the flow of the audience, chuckling knowing-
ly to members of said audience in the process - an eleventh hour
(and it did seem like the eleventh hour) amendment from Councillor
Sandra Humfryes calling for the motion to be deferred again was
carried and the audience filed out...rendering the previous three-
and-a-half hours a hugely entertaining waste of time.

One particular highlight of the show was, during delegations, the
crowd's eruption of applause (and one lone boo from somewhere
near the back room) when Councillor Gallo suggested to Councillor
Buck that perhaps she would have known the president of the
Cultural Centre board by face if she had actually crossed the build-
ing's threshold. 

The reaction was as if Lucille Ball had been resurrected from the
dead and suddenly called down as the next contestant on The Price
is Right. 

So, after all that, the circus tents were packed, the players
returned to their trailers, and they pulled out of the station. But rest
assured, folks, the carnival should return on March 27. But do come
out to the meeting itself. Why watch it on the small screen? Bring
your popcorn*, a sleeping bag, and some pillows and watch it unfold
before you right under the big top.

* Don't bring popcorn. The poor guy at the InfoAurora desk might
frown upon it. 

The night the circus
came back to town

To submit a letter to the editor please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com – deadline for submissions is Saturday at 1 p.m. 

The medal above, which is now in the collection of the Aurora Historical Society, was handed out to Toronto-area
school children in 1897 to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria. While the front bears an iconic image
of our longest reigning Monarch – so far – the reverse displays the contemporary coats of arms of all the provinces
that then made up Confederation at the time, including (clockwise from top right) Prince Edward Island, Manitoba,
Nova Scotia, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, and British Columbia.

Reader supports Traffic Calming review
To the editor:

I was heartened to hear
that Town Council will revis-
it the traffic calming situa-
tion in the northeast quad-
rant. The debate should be
reopened because no one
seems to be satisfied with
the results.

Looking back, I was new
to Aurora when the traffic
studies for the northeast
quadrant were first made
public. I had one quick look
at a PDF document that
was posted at the Town's
website, which was a map
of the streets affected and
(in my memory) notations
about narrowing and
widening parts of the
roads. 

If there was a clear
"artist's rendering" of what
the streets would look like, I
did not come across it, but I
wish I had dug a little deep-
er. At that point, it felt like a
fait accompli as the Town
had spent a lot of money on
this plan.

Like many residents in
the area I was surprised by
the actual changes to Mark
Street and Walton Drive
along with the closure of
Spruce Street at Catherine
Street and the introduction
of one-way traffic on Centre
Street between Wells and
Spruce Streets. 

In retrospect, I had
already heard and read
about traffic calming meas-
ures in Toronto neighbor-
hoods and the controversy
that often followed. Naively,
I thought that some of this
uproar would have been
taken into account and that
any new traffic calming
measures in Aurora would
somehow be naturally and
aesthetically integrated into
our neighborhood. Sadly, I

was proven wrong. 
The chicanes, the reflec-

tors, speed bumps and the
street narrowing are, to put
it frankly, ugly. And time,
albeit a short three and half
years, has not been kind to
these traffic calming fea-
tures. Chicanes have been
continually rubbed by pass-
ing vehicle tires and the
reflectors have constantly
been hit, run over and bro-
ken off by vehicles and
snowplow blades. When a
reflector is severely dam-
aged a traffic pylon usually
replaces it, sometimes for
months. In many places the
red cobblestone (where the
streets were narrowed) is
now covered with weeds. 

In addition, many 
residents lost parking in
front of their homes.
Paradoxically, it has been
pointed out in previous let-
ters to the Auroran that the
on-street parking actually
served the purpose that the
permanent, concrete chi-
canes now serve: obstacles
to the flow of traffic. In other
words, the chicanes func-
tion like parked cars or
trucks.

And now the big ques-
tion: have the traffic calm-
ing measures actually done
any good? As a resident of
Walton Drive, I can't say
that I have not noticed any
difference in the flow of
traffic with some excep-
tions. Regularly, I hear the
squawk of tires hitting the
chicanes and just as often I
hear the sound of drivers
honking at each other as
they weave precariously
close through the streets
that now resemble slalom
courses. Traffic often
comes to a full halt right in
front of my house as people
wait for each other to pass

around the chicanes.
Some are calling for the

total removal of the traffic
calming measures.
However, this will be a step
backwards. The solution is
going to be complex and
will ultimately hinge on
improvements to the Yonge
and Wellington intersection
and Wellington Street in
general.  Keep in mind that
congestion in the area is
also caused by the level rail
crossings at Centre and
Wellington Streets.

The central feature of
Aurora is Yonge Street,
which is a long linear road,
with few parallel secondary

streets. Over time, the low
storey, low density build-
ings lining Yonge Street will
be replaced by apartment
condos. This is already
happening with more infill
projects taking place now.
As a result, there will be
more residents and more
traffic moving around the
old core. The Town of
Aurora also continues to
grow and Wellington Street
is the busy east-west axis.

Town Council will have
to think much bigger on this
issue and peer more
deeply into the future. What
kind of changes can be

Main Number 905-727-3300 •  Facsimile 905-727-2620

Please see page 6

Last Tuesday, Council recognized 28 omissions and 
shortcomings in what can only be considered a botched
Cultural Services Agreement.

One of the great failings of this agreement, in operation
since 2008, has been to do with the failure to deliver on
acceptable heritage programming.

Expecting to learn more at the Aurora Historical Society’s
Annual General Meeting this past Wednesday I was shocked
to learn that KPI’s regarding that organization are also 
conspicuously absent.

The current financial state of the Historical Society should
be cause for alarm.  Expenditures are outstripping revenues.

Perhaps the Town needs to consider a Heritage Services
Agreement. 

Follow Christopher on twitter @WattsTrending
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By STEPHEN SOMERVILLE

Front Porch
Perspective

Improving Immigration
Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism Minister Jason

Kenney recently outlined our government's vision for a faster,
more responsive immigration system that better meets Canada's
economic needs. 

Immigration is playing an increasingly important role in our
economy and we need a system that does a better job of attract-
ing the people who have the skills that are in demand.

Changes are being made to improve the immigration system
and to combat fraud. These include those recently made to the
Federal Skilled Worker Program, where current applicants must
have experience in one of 29 occupations in demand, or have a
job offer in Canada. 

Expansion of the provincial and territorial nominee programs
are helping to spread the benefits of immigration across the coun-
try and address long-term regional labour needs. 

The Government of Canada has put in place a bar on spon-
sorship in an ongoing effort to deter people from using a marriage
of convenience to come to Canada. Regulatory changes now in
force mean sponsored spouses or partners will have to wait five
years from the day they are granted permanent residence status
in Canada to sponsor a new spouse or partner. Until now, a spon-
sored spouse or partner arriving in Canada as a permanent resi-
dent could leave to sponsor another spouse or partner them-
selves, while their original sponsor was still financially responsible
for them for up to three years.

We will continue to make changes to our immigration system
that boldly put Canada's best interests first.

Trusted Traveller Program
This week on behalf of the Honourable Vic Toews, Minister of

Public Safety, I announced that a new Trusted Traveller kiosk is
now officially available to NEXUS and CANPASS members at
Billy Bishop Toronto City Airport for entry into Canada. 

NEXUS is a bi-national Canada-United States Trusted
Traveller program for pre-approved, low-risk travellers entering
Canada or the United States at designated air, land and marine
ports of entry. CANPASS Air is a CBSA domestic Trusted Traveller
program for low-risk, pre-screened travellers. Members can clear
the border faster when arriving in Canada from any country in the
world. The program will offer travellers quicker clearance at the
border, while allowing border services officers to concentrate their
efforts on those travellers that are high or unknown risk.

Autism Awareness Day
I was proud to speak in the House this week on Bill S-206, An

Act Respecting World Autism Awareness Day.  Autism spectrum
disorder - or ASD affects individuals and families across Canada,
regardless of social or economic circumstances.  ASD is a life long
challenge for those who have it, and for their caregivers.  

Our Government recognizes the need for more information on
autism and its causes, and supports a number of activities to pro-
mote the enhancement of knowledge and to build awareness and
understanding of this disorder. 

We are making significant investments in autism-focussed
research projects through the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research - the CIHR - while supporting the sharing of best prac-
tices and communication among partners, stakeholders, and the
population at large.  By improving our knowledge about autism we
ensure that future action by provincial and territorial governments,
caregivers, and families will be well informed. 

International Women's Day
This is International Women's Week with March 8 being

International Women's Day. This year's theme: Strong Women -
Strong Canada, celebrates women's roles in the economic pros-
perity of rural, remote and Northern regions of Canada.

International Women's Day has been celebrated for more than
100 years.  In that time, substantial progress has been made in
advancing equality for women, and we recognize the critical role
that women continue to play in the prosperity of Canada's diverse
communities.

Please join me in saluting all women in Newmarket-Aurora as
we take this opportunity to reflect on their tremendous 
contributions to our communities. 

My doors are always open should you require assistance with
any federal program, department or agency, or would like to share
your opinion or concern. I can be reached by phone at 
905-953-7515, by email at Lois.Brown@parl.gc.ca or through my
website at www.loisbrown.ca 

By now you have undoubtedly heard, read about or actually
even seen the Drummond Report. 

Donald Drummond, the former bank economist and provin-
cial bureaucrat, was the Chair of the Commission on the Reform
of Ontario's Public Services, and released the report entitled
"Public Services for Ontarians: A Path to Sustainability and
Excellence."

The report outlined 362 cost-cutting recommendations to
reduce the provincial deficit and debt and to make the delivery
of government services more effective and efficient.

He is calling for deep spending cuts to all ministries, save
education and health, although funding increases for these two
portfolios will be limited as well.

The Commission projects that if the government continues
on the course it's on, Ontario's deficit would reach $30 billion by
2017-18 and the net debt would reach $411 billion. 

Sobering statistics to say the least!
The Drummond Report recommendations are expected to

influence the 2012- 2013 Ontario Budget which will be present-
ed on March 29th.

Mr. Drummond's work should really begin the long overdue
debate on the cost, scope, reach and delivery of government.

I find one major shortcoming with this document, and this is
not due to the work of the Task Force itself, but rather that the
commissioners' mandate was limited.

As it says on the Ontario government website where the

report can be found, "[The Commission] will not make recom-
mendations that would increase taxes or lead to the privatization
of health care or education."

This is like bringing your car into the service centre and
telling the mechanic that you want them to find out what is
wrong with the car, but not allowing him to look under the hood.

This is simply wrong. After witnessing the recent fiscal events
in Europe and the specific problems in debt laden Greece, the
people of Ontario understand that fiscal prudence is important
and all public finance options should be at least laid out for
examination by tax payers.

But whether it is the federal government or the provincial
government, the size of the public service can't continue to out-
strip and outgrow the capacity of the private sector ability to cre-
ate wealth to pay for these services.

To govern is to choose. And public finance is not about tech-
nical wizardry, but about making choices, and in many cases,
tough choices.

Provincial governments can do one of a number of things to
deal with the deficit / debt situation. These include raise taxes,
cutting expenditures, selling public assets and or increasing the
efficiency of public service delivery.

The Drummond Report should have included a section at
the back of the report entitled, "Public Finance Trade Offs."

This section of the report would contain a number of easily
understand tables that would list the various recommendations

and the dollars associated with these actions.
For instance, under "taxes", the table would list the personal

and corporate income taxes, and the various tax rates associat-
ed with these categories and what these taxes bring in under
different economic growth scenarios. 

The report could also list what a 1 per cent increase or
decrease in the respective tax level does to the Treasury.

The same goes for the various spending envelopes. At a
high level, the Report could tell us how many dollars are current-
ly spent in each area and what a 1 per cent increase or
decrease would yield.

Mr. Drummond's 362 recommendations could also be listed
in the Appendix along with the amount of potential savings from
these actions.

I know that governing is more than just about numbers and
spreadsheets and it is not simply a case of picking and choos-
ing programs; it is about people's lives, preparing our children for
the future and protecting our most vulnerable, among many
other things.

My suggestion might be a good beginning to a proper
debate on the economic challenges and opportunities that face
our province and would also potentially allow for wide spread
consensus to build for the urgent actions that are required.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Lois Brown
Ottawa Report

By LOIS BROWN 
MP Newmarket-Aurora 
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Peter Virtanen
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Traffic review is in order: reader

made now that will continue
to have a positive payback
in the coming decades?
Should the
Yonge/Wellington intersec-
tions be expanded? Should
main streets in the area be
widened to accommodate
future traffic? Should the
level rail crossings be elimi-
nated before there is two-
way, all day commuter train
traffic? Maybe the answer
is: "Yes to all of the above".

Peter Drost
Aurora

From page 4

Reader agrees with Auroran columns
To the editor:

I share your views.
Prince Charles first came

to my real attention when he
very dryly commented on the
Canary Wharf developments,
to some Canadian develop-
ment officials, or financiers,
by asking a question: Did the
buildings really have to be
that high?...or something to
that effect.

More recently I picked up
a glass of heather honey, in
Dover, honey which had been

harvested on his Scottish
farm, where he produces -
and distributes - organic pro-
duce. That heather honey
beat the one I sometimes am
able to get in North Germany,
where I grew up. It had a very
robust taste - what a surprise
that was! I tried everything to
buy it here, in the British
stores, etc. No luck.

Scott Johnston impressed
me a lot too. In last year's
Christmas issue, when he put
in this cartoon about the
Leslie Street underpasses,

he really hit the nail on the
head by having Santa Claus
carry the reindeer. Apart from
the need for commuters to
get across the future quasi
highway, the animals also
have similar needs. By 
putting the animal in Santa's
arms he very much put a
focus on the double whammy
of not having such under-
passes. What a brilliant way
of capturing that!

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora

Students stress importance of Sports Hall of Fame
To the editor:

It is very important for a
community to remember
and honour its athletes,
coaches, and volunteers
who organize sport for
Aurora. 

First, history needs to
be preserved for future
generations to enjoy.
Artefacts may be lost or
stories forgotten, slipping
away from memory if we
don't preserve them in a
Sport Hall of Fame. 

The Hall of Fame
should be in an old
unused building, so it
won't cost too much or in a
place that is already built
which we visit often, so
many people will see it.
Additionally, everyone in
Aurora will be proud of
athletes who work so hard
to achieve their best and
make us feel proud to be
Aurorans!

Aurora needs a Hall of
Fame: a new attraction,
since it may challenge us

to work hard; so one day
our names would be in the
Aurora Sport Hall of Fame!

Help us discover our
town's great sporting his-
tory. Send us your stories,
e-mail us your pictures, no
matter what sport, or what
time period Send them to
a u r o r a s p o r t h a l l o f -
fame@hotmail.com, or to
Mrs Dajia's Grade 7&8
Media Classes: Light of
Christ C.E.S, 90 McClellan
Way, Aurora ON, L4G 6P3.

We look forward to

hearing from you!

Light of Christ Students
Aurora

Buck deserves an apology: Reader
To the editor:

This is in response to
“Reader disagrees with
Buck over Cultural
Centre” which ran on
February 28.

David Price’s opening
remark that “a Councillor
is getting old when they
forget to follow the first
rule of a successful politi-
cian: never speak too

plainly” is an attack on
Councillor Buck’s age and
she deserves a public
apology.

Furthermore, there are
many citizens who voted
for this councillor specifi-
cally because she is not
obtuse.

It appears that David
Price thinks he is “looking
at the stars” and anyone
who wants accountability

and protection for taxpay-
ers when the Town enters
into contracts with any
group is “in the gutter.”  

Perhaps he should
start looking around him
instead of only at the
stars to see how many
times at all levels of gov-
ernment taxpayers have
been gouged when
organizations feel entitled
to money without clear

oversight or conse-
quences.  It is the duty of
our elected representa-
tives to negotiate con-
tracts to ensure that, if
fraud, nepotism and
wasteful spending begin
to occur there are
recourses to protect the
public.

Shelley Wister
Aurora

Reader rejects Club Aurora comparison to private fitness clubs
To the editor:

I would like to make a
few comments regarding
this ar ticle in The
Auroran.  

As a long-time mem-
ber of the Fitness
Centre, I too have seen a
decline in membership
over the years.  The arti-
cle states that the partic-
ipation rate decline is
due to the age of the
equipment and that may
be a valid reason.  While
people are fooled into
believing that the more
expensive and hi-tech a
piece of equipment is,
the more fit they wil l
become. However, it is a

proven fact that a low
tech, low cost skipping
rope can provide the
same fitness level as the
fanciest and most expen-
sive piece of equipment.

On a more self expe-
r ience and anecdotal
basis, the cleanliness of
the facil i ty (change
rooms, washrooms,
showers and the Fitness
Centre itself) also plays
a part in retaining mem-
bers and attracting new
members.  I am a fre-
quent user of the facility
and find it very dir ty and
poorly maintained. Not a
good way to promote the
facility.

While some council-

lors contend this is "just
like another private' club"
-  it is nothing more than
another program offered
by the Town in one of
their facil i t ies just l ike
swimming, yoga, tennis
and the many other pro-
grams.  The Fitness
Centre is open to all res-
idents and, again, l ike
the other programs
offered, is offered on a
fee per use basis.

The contention that
this facil i ty competes
with the private sector is
somewhat over exagger-
ated.  If the councillors
were to tour the Leisure
Complex and the Fitness
Centre and then tour one

of the private facilit ies
within the town, they
would soon come to real-
ize that no competition
exists.  

The private clubs are
clean and offer a host of
amenities (juice bar,
steam rooms, sauna,
towel service just to
name a few).  Given the
competition line of argu-
ment, shouldn't the Town
discontinue tennis and
squash as it could be
seen competing with
Timberlane Athletic
Club?  Should they not
discontinue Yoga and
Pilates as they may be
competing with all the
pr ivate studies in the

Aurora area?  The com-
petition argument is not a
valid argument to take
away a program that is
affordable for those that
cannot afford the fees of
a private club.

The Fitness Centre is
used by a wide variety of
people, from teens to
seniors.  One of the rea-
sons is affordability.  The
Fitness Centre is an inex-
pensive, no frills alterna-
tive for those that cannot
or will not pay the high
cost of joining a private
club.   The Fitness Centre
should be marketed as a
no frills, plain, basic and
affordable alternative for
the fitness needs of the
residents of Aurora.

To draw new members
and retain existing mem-
bers would not require an
immediate huge cash
outlay for new equip-
ment.  However, equip-
ment must be replaced in
a planned approach over
a period of time.  The
town must also consider

making improvements in
the following areas:
Equipment maintenance -
a regular ly scheduled
maintenance program
would keep the equip-
ment in good working
order and make it last
longer.   Cleaning of the
facility (lockers, showers,
washrooms etc) should
be done on an ongoing
basis throughout the day.

The Leisure Complex
and the Fitness Centre is
a viable program for the
Town to operate.  As a
first step to revitalizing
this facility, it should be
thoroughly cleaned
(floors, lockers, showers,
toi lets, change rooms,
equipment) and then
properly maintained
going forward.  With the
r ight marketing and
effor ts made toward
proper and regular main-
tenance, this facility can
make a comeback.  

J.R. Daurer
Aurora
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Northeast residents should have 
greater say on traffic calming: resident

By Brock Weir

Aurora residents, as a
whole, will soon be sur-
veyed on the future of traf-
fic calming measures in the
Town's northeast quadrant
- but at least one person
who lives in the area
believes the opinions of
nearby residents should be
given more weight when
the information comes in. 

This resident was for-
mer councillor and deputy
mayor Bob McRoberts. Mr.
McRoberts made his feel-
ings known at last
Tuesday's Council meet-
ing. While he said that as a
former Councillor he
understood the importance
of public feedback when
reviewing anything that
affects the public as a
whole, he said including
the entire Town in a survey
on the future of traffic
calming would be an inap-
propriate sample. 

"If a review is needed
because new residents in
the neighbourhood do not
want traffic calming, then I
point out to you that the
traffic calming is even more
visible than a train whistle,"
said Mr. McRoberts. 

Citing a report before
Council which stated "as
much of the current meas-
ures have achieved the
desired outcome, some
residents believe that
reduced measures may be
warranted to allow for bet-
ter community access and

ease some of the aggrava-
tion of travelling through
this quadrant," Mr.
McRoberts said that was
the "loudest line."

"Isn't that the whole
point of the traffic calming
in the first place, to aggra-
vate those who normally
cut through the quadrant to
deter them from doing so?"
asked Mr. McRoberts. "If
you approve this report this
evening and choose to ask
everyone in Aurora for
feedback, you will be ask-
ing anyone who cuts
through - those who are
aggravated - how they feel
about traffic calming. 

"Will you be surprised at
their responses? Do you
really need a survey to
learn how they feel? Are
their numbers not dispro-
portionately greater than
those who live in the quad-
rant? Will this not skew the
results? Is it fair to resi-
dents of the quadrant to
include all of Aurora in the
survey?"

During his time on
Council when the traffic
calming measures - includ-
ing speed bumps, closed-
off streets, and the much-
maligned chicanes - were
originally up for discussion,
Mr. McRoberts said many
letters came from residents
outside the quadrant who
had been "inconvenienced"
by the measures. This, he
said, would likely be the
case again.

"I believe that feedback

sought from the whole of
Aurora will not provide an
accurate reading of neigh-
bourhood support," he
said. "I encourage you to
narrow the population of
the survey to include only
those who live in the area.
I too am inconvenienced by
the traffic calming, but to
keep an additional thou-
sand cars a day off my
street and to slow down the
vehicles that are present, I
accept the traffic calming.
It is working."

Although Councillors
said they found many of
Mr. McRoberts' points
valid, they ultimately
approved the report from
Ilmar Simanovskis. He sug-
gested, however, that a
decision on how to evalu-
ate feedback received
could be done after it is
collected and put before
Councillors.

"I think the comments of
Mr. McRoberts tonight are
very valuable and we will
make sure that we segre-
gate the opinions so when
the information comes
back to Council you will be
able to decide how much
weight you want to put on
the neighbourhood
responses versus the com-
munity responses," said
Mr. Simanovskis. "I don't
think it is equitable to put a
weighting on it as staff."

Determining the future
of the chicanes and road
closures will be done in
consultation with the resi-

dents not just in the quad-
rant but town wide. This
consultation process will
include the development of
a questionnaire for neigh-
bours on the traffic calming
initiatives, an online survey
for the public on the Town's
site, a public information
session on May 15, and
analysis of the data 
collected. 

Town and Cultural Centre have one month
to report back to Council on contract
it because it did not remove
the termination clause.

"I think the 800 pound
gorilla in the room has to do
with the termination
clause," said Councillor
Ballard. "By deferring termi-
nation we're not entering
into negotiations with both
parties on equal footing.
There is always that threat
of termination with the
Aurora Cultural Centre, per-
haps, if they don't follow our
wishes.

"In order to enter into
good negotiations on a level
playing field, it is my sense
that first we dispense with
the motion to defer and the
termination notification and
let's move forward as equal
partners trying to solve this
issue."

While Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe voted in favour of
Councillor Abel's original
deferral, he said the argu-
ment that one could do
away with the "threat" of
termination was not what it
seemed.

"The threat, for me, is
always there because it is
in the agreement," he said.
"That's just a reality.
Whether it is pulled from
this motion is perhaps rele-
vant today but not relevant
in the long term. That threat
is always there."

With the first deferral
motion defeated, Council
moved on to debate the
original termination motion
which caused all the fuss
when it was put on the table
in February. 

Speaking to his motion,
Councillor Abel said he
wanted to be able to get
financial answers from the
Cultural Centre through a
new agreement. This, he
said, could be achieved, if
the structure of the agree-
ment followed the Town's
agreement with the Library
where they provide annual
budgets to the Town for
approval. 

For Councillor Pirri,
going forward with the
motion to terminate the
Cultural Contract was a
matter of right and wrong.

"I believe this is the right
thing to be doing," said
Councillor Pirri, citing an
earlier report from Town
Solicitor Warren Mar which
identified a number of
shortcomings he felt exist-
ed in the current agree-
ment. 

"If we look at any other
level of government, if they
found out there was an
issue in a legal agreement,
I would be disappointed in
my MP or MPP [if] they did-
n't do anything about it
because of the threat of a

public outcry and them act-
ing what they believed to be
right.

"If I found out something
untoward happened
because of this liability in
the agreement - and I'm not
saying anything untoward is
happening - there is the
possibility with the way it is
set up that something could
happen. If I found out that
something had happened I
would call my MP or MPP
negligent, cowardly, and I
would think that they're not
serving their citizens. My
role tonight is to serve my
citizens."

During the discussion of
the original motion to termi-
nate, Mayor Dawe said he
was not in favour of it as
written as he believed "you
have to keep speaking in
order to make anything
happen."

"It's not my feelings that
are important here, it's my
responsibility [that] we, as a
Council are performing our
fiduciary duties and we
ensure that we are going to
do that. I have long
expressed my concerns
with the Cultural Services
agreement and this goes
back at least two years so
this is not new."

Explaining his concerns,
he said that outstanding
issues include the gover-

nance model and having
Council representation on
the board. After receiving
an invitation from the
Cultural Centre Board to
attend one of their meet-
ings, he said it was to be a
guest and non-voting mem-
ber. If he wanted to report
anything at the meeting
back to Council it would
“require the approval of the
board” and they would need
to "manage the message."

After 13 months of trying
to have Council representa-
tion on the board, he said
he was getting "pretty darn
frustrated" with the process.

"I was willing to support
the deferral," he said. "Do I
like the word 'terminate'?
No, but quite frankly I don't
see any other way to pro-
ceed. If we can't come to
some kind of agreement
tonight, I will support the
motion to terminate."

Ultimately, Councillors
voted in favour of Councillor
Humfryes' deferral - remov-
ing the "termination" word-
ing - to come back with
terms of reference by the
end of the month. After the
decision was made, Rob
Layton, president of the
Cultural Centre Board, said
in a statement that they
welcomed "immediate dia-
logue" with the Town.

"The board is committed

to negotiating in good faith
on all issues brought to the
table and looks forward to
continuing a dialogue with
Town representatives," he
said. "The decision made in
Council Chambers reflects
the community's wishes for
the continuation of a vibrant
centre for the arts, culture,
and heritage. 

"With [the decision] we
are confident that issues
relating to the current 
agreement can be resolved
in a spirit of collaboration
and in a timely manner. We
look forward to meeting with
the Town at their earliest 
convenience."

From page 1
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Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

By Brock Weir

Aurora-King's new trustee
on the York Region District
School Board is expected to
be sworn in on Tuesday night. 

The meeting will begin at
the School Board's office at 7
p.m. 

As The Auroran went to
press on Monday evening,
trustees were deliberating
who should fill the vacancy
left by Gord Kerr following his
resignation in January. Up for
discussion were the merits of
the 18 eligible candidates
made their cases last week
on why they should be
appointed to pick up where
Mr. Kerr left off. 

One of the candidates
who came forward was Dave
Williams, who was narrowly
beaten to the post by Mr. Kerr
in the 2010 municipal elec-
tion. The Aurora resident said
in his pitch to the board he is
focusing on three key areas -
communication, governance,
and school board efficiency.

"I believe any practice that
will enhance meaningful com-
munication between the
board, employees and the
public will result in improved
clarity, thereby improving the
climate and alignment
between all stakeholders," he
said. "I learned this in over 35
years of industry where
clients voted with their wallets
and employees voted with
their loyalty and dedication.

"I believe the priority
should be cutting expenses
outside the classroom and
improving revenue genera-

tion. I have been through this
process many times in the
private sector and would be
happy to participate in any
effort in this area.  I view the
trustee role as one that
ensures the views of Aurora
and King residents are heard
and understood by staff and
trustees.

"I would take positions on
issues I believe are in the best
interests of high quality edu-
cation for the entire York
Region. I would also commit
to respectful and effective
communication of any board
decisions to the public,
regardless of my personal
bias. 

Aurora resident Kirsten
Eastwood said she too was a
strong believer in engage-
ment, and said if she was
chosen as Aurora-King's next
trustee, one focus would be
ensuring students finishing in
York Region will receive
career advice and training to
make the next steps. 

"I think many of them feel
unsure about their next

steps," said Ms. Eastwood.
"There are great opportuni-
ties to really engage local
businesses and provide stu-
dents with the realities of dif-
ferent careers, growth of spe-
cific job sectors, access to
practical experience, mentor-
ing, and summer placement
opportunities."

With a background in the
non-profit sector, Ms.
Eastwood said she knows
that businesses want to give
back but often don't know
how. Her suggestion, she
said, would bring these two
worlds together. Another
component of that plan was a
focus on financial literacy,
which she added was a huge
area of challenge for stu-
dents.

"From discussions with
students at all levels of the
school system, there is real
concern about their ability
and knowledge of basic finan-
cial information such as sav-
ings, opening up a bank
account, and managing
debt," she said. "Practical
application of financial literacy
is key, helping students
understand the impact of
finances on their daily deci-
sions, including nutrition, per-
sonal care and planning for
their futures."

With 18 candidates on the
slate, one common theme
throughout the speeches was
the focus on building and pro-
moting the characters of stu-
dents in Aurora and King.
Whoever the victor is on
Tuesday, this will likely be a
key plank in their mandate.

New school trustee to be
appointed this week

Students come together for one of their own
By Brock Weir

It has always been her
dream to go to Paris, and
now Aurora grade eight stu-
dent Alexia Chabot's fantasy
will become a reality thanks
to the talents of she and her
fellow students.

Students at Aurora's
Ecole Renaissance and its
feeder schools - including
Lester B. Pearson Public
School - put their talent, and
their fashion sense, together

for a special fundraiser on
Saturday night to send
Alexia on her way through
the Children's Wish
Foundation. 

Alexia spent much of last
fall in Toronto's Hospital for
Sick Children after being
diagnosed with leukemia the
previous March. In that time,
the students and faculty at
Renaissance put the wheels
in motion for the fundraiser,
which had a $4,000 target,
organizing talent among the

kids in their network and
arranging runway fashions
from Bonnie Togs and
French Connection.

The Auroran spoke with
Alexia shortly after she was
asked to strut down the run-
way herself in outfits from
French Connection. She
said the fact that the stu-
dents came together in this
way was an "amazing" sur-
prise.

"At first I thought people
were going to be supportive,

but they were extremely,
extremely supportive
through everything and this
was just the cherry on top of
the cake," she said. "It is
really cool to have this big
night just for you and I love
it."

Paris was first on her list
of destinations because, she
said, she wanted to go
somewhere that wouldn't
have too much of a language
barrier. But there were also
more practical reasons!

"The food is very good
over there and I am a big
foodie," she said with a
laugh. "It just looks like an
amazing place because I am
very into sightseeing and
museums and things like
that and it has a very rich
culture over there."

Alexia's parents instilled
in her from an early age how
lucky she was to have back-
grounds in both English and
French. Having both lan-
guages under her belt, they
said, would open up many
doors. But with Paris now
firmly in her sightlines she is
focused more on windows
than doors. 

"I can't wait to go window
shopping because it is one
of the best places in the
world to shop," she said. 

Since her diagnosis and
her ongoing treatment at the
Hospital For Sick Children,

Alexia said she is feeling a
lot better. She finished what
she described as intense
months of chemotherapy
right before Christmas,
allowing her to spend the
holidays with family in
Quebec, and was glad to
return to school in the New
Year.

"At this stage, you don't
have [treatment] as often, so
your energy goes up a lot
quicker," she said. "I can go

to school normally and I'm
back with my normal ways,
my friend circle, and it is
pretty great. When you're
sick you don't really get to
do much and then when
you're done you're free, free,
free! You can pretty much do
anything.

"[You should] never give
up. You'll make it for sure; as
long as you have friends and
family with you, you have
everything in the world."

Grade 11 ESC Renaissance student Cara O’Hearn (above left) and École Saint-Jean student André Philippe Jarett leant their talents to the ESC
Renaissance’s fashion and talent show for Alexia Chabot on Saturday night. Inset: Alexia with her parents Josée Provencher and Luc Chabot.

Auroran photos by David Falconer

Trustee hopeful
KIRSTEN EASTWOOD
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1 Bedroom + Den
 Suites from the

$280’s*

2 Bedroom
Suites from the

$380’s*

Life. Lived Better.®

rockportgroup.net

Ridgewood II an intimate 6 storey condominium residence located in the heart of 

historic Aurora. With elegant suite designs and luxurious suite appointments ranging 

from 9 & 10 foot ceilings, a gourmet kitchen package consisting of undermount 

sink, under cabinet valance lighting, stainless steel contemporary faucet, ceramic tile 

backsplash, stainless steel appliances and granite countertops. Engineered hardwood 

fl ooring*, one underground parking space and so 

much more.

Walk into your suite at Ridgewood II and embrace a 

sanctuary to true luxury living.

NOW U
NDER

CONSTRUCTIO
N

New Presentation Centre Located At: 
180 John West Way, Suite 103, Aurora
Mon.-Wed. Noon-6 pm, Closed Thurs. & Fri., 
Weekends & Holidays Noon-5 pm
905 841 1004
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Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store
www.thelightspot.ca

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

Chris Hrynyk 
Insurance Representative

For a free life insurance quote 
please visit

www.canadacoverage.com

Tel: 289-466-5196
chrynyk@monarchwealth.ca

www.monarchwealth.ca

Insurance Products 
Term Life • Whole Life 

• Critical Illness 
Disability • Segregated Funds

Arts & Culture

Local band Law School won the Showcase of the Bands at the recent Aurora
Winter Blues Festival. The showcase was a venue for youth garage bands to
feature their original music. Law School members pictured above, left to right,
are Neil McPhee (drums), awards presenter Brittany Davis, Michael Davis
(vocals, ukulele), and Jenna Gallucio (piano). The Aurora Winter Blues
Festival benefited the Aurora Food Pantry.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Acclaimed Canadian jazz musician Jane Bunnett, pictured above rehearsing at the Aurora Cultural
Centre on Friday afternoon, played a packed house at the Church Street venue that evening with her 
collaborator, Hilario Duran. The duo offered a jazz program infused with Cuban flavour and a sampling
of other international music forms.                                                              Auroran photo by David Falconer

AHS aims to “reinvent”
Hillary House

By Brock Weir

2012 will be a season
of "reinvention" for
Aurora's venerable Hillary
House.

The year marks the
150th anniversary of the
National Historic Site and
to mark the anniversary,
the Aurora Historical
Society wants people to
look at Hillary House
"through entirely new
goggles."

Plans for the anniver-
sary were laid out at the
AHS's annual general
meeting last Wednesday
at Theatre Aurora, where
the group expanded on
some initiatives previous-
ly announced during the
Town's budget process in
November. 

"We're trying to shed
new light on things you
may not have experi-
enced in Hillary House in
the past that you may not
know," said curator
Catherine Richards. "One
of our primary activities is
taking two nor th bed-
rooms and turning them
into exhibition space. The
point of that is Hillary
House has this massive
collection that is in stor-
age - the medical collec-
tion as well as the domes-
tic collection - and we
really want to bring that to
the forefront and allow
people to have access to
that material."

While the new exhibi-
tion spaces are readied,
Ms. Richards and a hand-
ful of volunteers are also

putting the finishing
touches on selecting 150
artefacts slated to go on
display - one for each
year of the house's exis-
tence. They aim to show-
case the medical side of
the home - which houses
the Koffler Museum of
Medicine, the domestic
side, sporting, and artis-
tic sides of the home and
the Hillary family. 

The primary celebra-
tion for Hillary House's
anniversary will be a pub-
lic celebration on the
grounds on May 12,
which will include the
unveiling of the new
exhibits, works from Art
At The Manor - a new art
initiative where local
ar tists have been chal-
lenged to draw inspiration
from the house for use in
their work - and a fashion
show, comparing and
contrasting Victorian
fashions to their equiva-
lent duds today.

Following the initial
celebration, ongoing com-
memorations will include
Camp Hillary, a children's
day camp focusing on
tactile learning, getting
kids to have a fun and
interactive learning expe-
rience with their heritage,
including historic sports
and archaeological digs,
and a screening of Moon
Point, a feature film shot
at Hillary House in 2010.
Ms. Richards said after
speaking with the director
Sean Cisterna, they hope
to have a screening in the
fall and a question and

answer session with the
cast and crew. 

"It's about people
learning new things about
Hillary House," Ms.
Richards told The
Auroran. "I think a lot of
the time people think of
historic sites as trapped
in [time]. They think, 'I've
been there once, I don't
need to return.' What
we're trying to do is cre-
ate the incentive to return
through the learning and
discovery of Hillary
House; not just this year
but an ongoing discovery.

"I want people to feel
that if they have not been
before, this is the starting
point of many years inter-
acting with Hillary House
and the history of the
building and the grounds.
This is a really unique
opportunity for visitors to
engage with things they
never would have before.
It's a really exciting step
for this historic site and I
think it will generate con-
tinued interest."

Fur ther ideas in the
works include util izing
what Ms. Richards
describes as Hillary
House's "amazing" fash-
ion collection ("The
Hillary ladies had fantas-
tic hats!") as well as its
family recipes to show-
case a culinary element.
But all of these activities
need money, and the
Centre is embarking on a
new campaign to raise
$775,000 over the next
three years.

At Wednesday's meet-

ing, AHS' Patricia Wallace
said each upcoming event
put on by the society
would have some
fundraising element to it
and encouraged members
to look to their "sphere of
influence" whether it be
friends, organizations, or
corporations, to either
take up a membership or
par tner with the group.
Additional fundraising ini-
tiatives include an "adopt
an ar tefact" program
where individuals could
"adopt" a certain artefact
for the course of the year
for a certain donation, as
well as a fundraising ball. 

"Each year we usually
have a social event in the
fall, but this year we are
going to do it big," said
Ms. Wallace. "The commit-
tee is working right now
on putting that together."

Bathroom 
& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

FAN MAN

 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

ORDER YOUR

www.thefanman.ca

COTTAGE FANS NOW!!

NEW STOCK ARRIVING EARLY SPRING

Trendy Cottage Fans 

Phone for an Appointment

A & F Hair Elite
In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3
Tel: 905-727-6212

~Since 1970~

Next to No Frills
14

York Region Special Olympics athletes are headed
to represent Canada in Seoul, South Korea next
year. The team won the gold medal in floor hockey
at the Special Olympics Canada Winter Games in
St. Albert, Alberta last week, and returned to a
heroes’ welcome on Sunday afternoon (above),
greeted by family, friends, and well wishers. Aurora
athletes included Adam Brookes, Greg Theriault
and Isaac Charles. 

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

Newmarket’s Regional
Councillor John Taylor,
Aurora  Counc i l lo r
Michael  Thompson,
Adam Brookes, and
Adam’s proud grand-
mother  Counc i l lo r
Evelyn Buck.

Auroran photo
by Diane Buchanan

Aurora Tigers knocked out of the playoffs
By Kevin Michie

The Aurora Tigers were
bounced from the Ontario
Junior Hockey League play-
offs on Thursday night at the
hands of the Stouffville Spirit. 

The Tigers were under-
dogs heading into the division
semi-final series against the
second ranked Spirit, and
gave Stouffville a run for their
money early in the series.

The teams split the first two
games, with matches ending
in overtime. 

Game three, however, was
a different story as the Tigers
were defeated 6-2 and, in turn,
fell behind 2-1 in the series.

The turning point in the
series, however, may have
been game four. Having 
beaten the Spirit only once in
the regular season, it was
imperative the Tigers not fall
behind 3-1 in the series, and,
instead, tie the series up on
home ice.

From puck drop, however,
that just wasn't there.

The Tigers fell behind 2-0
through the first period on two
Spirit power play goals and
were unable to create any sig-
nificant scoring chances at the
other end of the rink.

As the second period got
under way, it was more of the
same for the Tigers, as they
struggled to create scoring
chances, while, at the other
end of the rink, Stouffville was
continuing the pressure.

Eventually, Aurora faced a
4-0 deficit.

"I thought we would come
out with a lot more jump, and

we didn't," said Aurora head
coach James Richmond.
"They got up on us 2-0 and
then we needed to get one
back and we had chances to
get it back, but we couldn't
bury it in a hurry. It's 4-0 and
that's a pretty steep hill against
[Stouffville]."

Evan Fong scored for the
Tigers to give them some sort
of life, but it proved to be far
too little, too late, as the Spirit
went on to win the game 5-2.

The Tigers coaching staff
tried to get the players to stick
to the game plan of not taking
penalties, and if it did happen,
then they wanted the Tigers
defence to box the Spirit play-
ers out in front of the net and
stay aggressive on the shoot-
ers at the blue line.

That seemed to fly out the
door for the first two goals as
they were almost mirror
images of each other. Chris
Porter scored both goals on a
tip-in, with Paul Geiger and
Christian Finch drawing
assists on each goal.

"There were too many indi-
viduals tonight doing their own
thing," said Richmond. "We
got away from where we were
successful during through
year, playing with structure
and our system and we got
away from it and we paid for
it."

Fong, who played a rela-
tively solid game on a line with
Chad Bennett and Nick
Angelo, echoed Richmond's
sentiments.

"There was a bit of a lack of
energy there," said Fong.
"That's one thing you have to

make sure, that you come
ready and you're not taking
penalties in the first period. We
kind of lost our structure too."

With just one nail left
before the coffin was sealed,
Aurora was given the near
impossible task of reeling off
three straight victories against
the Spirit. 

In the first period of
Thursday night's game, the
Tigers were once again hard

pressed to find scoring
chances, and were outshot
19-6 through the opening
frame. Tigers starting goal-
tender Brett Sinclair, though,
held them in the game, keep-
ing it scoreless.

Stouffville broke open the
deadlock about halfway
through the second period,
with Porter once again coming
up big for the Spirit. Just over

Please see page 14

15483 YONGE STREET, AURORA, (NORTH OF WELLINGTON - EAST SIDE OF YONGE) 905-841-5757

REC CYCLE N’ SPORTS 
OPEN Monday - Friday, 9 - 8, Saturday 9 - 5. 

On All Lacrosse Equipment

20%20%
DISCOUNT

Helping to grow the sport
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House League
108 Timbits - Atlanta Sky  9 - Marco Djordjevic 3G

2A, Ben Hilgendorff 1G 2A, Noah Smith 1G 2A, Nolan
Chiarelli 1G 1A, Nathan Mochizuki 2G, William Pare
1G.  104 Timbits - St. Louis Blue  4 - Fionn Keon 2G,
Norbert Kristof 2G.

106 Timbits - San Jose Teal  6 - Sam White 2G,
Bradley Gardiner 1G, Ryan Blakley 1G, Joseph Trovato
1G, David Durbano 1G, Charlie Akkermans 1A.  101
Timbits - Calgary Red  1 - Artem Tuzhin 1G.

102 Timbits - Boston Gold  3.  103 Timbits -
Toronto White  3.

201 Caravan Kids - Calgary Red  4 - Marchel
Woods 1G, Dylan Thompson 1A, Jonah Spataro 3G.
203 Caravan Kids - Toronto White  5 - Kurtis Gipp 1G,
Remy Pietrangelo 1A,  Aidan Quinn 3G, Jack Fisher
1G, Daniel Romas 1A, Kai Sillcox 1A.  

202 Caravan Kids - Boston Gold  5 - Jacob Smith
1G 1A, Sebastian Santagato 1G, Christopher
Goncalves 1G 2A, Caspar Timothy 1G, Jackson
Maclean 1G, Benjamin Grassi 1A.  204 Caravan Kids
- St. Louis Blue  5 - Dylan Thompson 1G, Jake
Colman 2G, Andrew Flores 1G 2A, Jake Pridham 1G
2A, Dylan Duff 1A, Shayne Smith 1A. 

403 McDonald's - White  5 - Kyle Fowler 1G,
Francesco Dinardo 1G 1A, Aidan Otoole 2G, Carter
Beacom 1A, Liam Collins 1G.   402 McDonald's - Gold
2 - Ethan Joiner 2G, Ethan Richie 1A.  

407 McDonald's - Kelly Green  2 - Colby Harrison
1G, Hunter Gilpin-Mier 1G, Kevin Song 1A.  402
McDonald's - Gold  3 - Andrew Pignatelli 1G, Luke
Pignatelli 1G, Cameron Lang 1G, Stephen Perry 1A,
Michael Kieffer 1A.  

409 McDonald's - Teal  2.  401 McDonald's - Red
2.

405 McDonald's - Black  1.  404 McDonald's -
Blue  4.

406 McDonald's - Purple  1 - Joseph Franze 1G,
Gianluca Rotondi 1A, Giancarlo DE Appollonia 1A.
403 McDonald's - White  1 - OToole 1G, Ben Fulford
1A.   

408 McDonald's - Grey  4 - Jack Viney 1G,
Shawyan Niavarani 1G, Matthew Pelan 1G, Christian
Romas 1G, Justin Schembri 1A.   410 McDonald's -
Orange  3 - Giuliano Iervasi 1G, Evan Robertson 1G,
Aaron Murphy-Sealy 1G.

603 Optimist Club of Aurora  6 - Jason Cox 3G,
Austin Hendy 1G, Elias Pasani 2G, Jacob Turriff 2A,
Scott Rumble 1A, Jayson Perkins 1A.  610 IOOF
Aurora Lodge #148  3 - Niklas Seidel 2G 1A, Matt
Rotman 1G, Aidan Burbank 1A. 

601 Chouinard Bros.  2 - Matthew Glionna 1G,
Matthew Vassos 1G, Jacob Cowl 2A.  603 Optimist
Club of Aurora  2 - Elias Pasani 1G, Jayson Perkins
1G.

603 Optimist Club of Aurora  5 - Jacob Turriff 2A,
Jacob Yap 1A,  Elias Pasani 3G, Adam Mizuguchi 1G,
Joseph Naccarato 1G.  611 Rotary Club  6 - Gordon
Scott 1A,  Ryan Cameron 2G 1A, Benjamin Godber 1A,
Connor DeVogel 1G 1A, Liam Vanderploeg 2G, Justin
Miller 1G.  

605 Crossley Contracting Ind. Restoration  1 -
Noah Murphy-Sealy 1G.  609 Kumon Aurora-East  1 -
Kyle Kasak 1G, Patrick Facca 1A, Josh Hookey 1A. 

606 Dr. Weaver's Drillers  4 - Matthew Leclair 1G,
Kyle Wulle 2G, Christian Ridd 1G, Dillion Varone 1A.
608 Mastermind Toys  4 - Evan Lambert 3G 1A,
Andrew Currie 1A, Louie Simonin 1G 2A.

604 Omar's Shoes  2 - Tristen Macklin 1G, Joshua
Fallavollita 1G, Tyler McKechnie 1A, Sean Anderton
1A.  610 IOOF Aurora Lodge #148  2 - Niklas Seidel

1G 1A, Adam Vanderkolff 1G, Jacob Cann 1A. 

612 H.J. Pfaff Audi  2 - Jack Camplin 1G, Evan
Knowles 1A, Trevor Barnett 1G. 607 Crabby Joes  4 -
Raffaele Parente 1G, Nathan Sherrard 1G, Ben Pitre
1A, Bradley Shennan 1G 1A, David Tonelli 1G 1A.  

602 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr  0.  601
Chouinard Bros.  9 - David Townshend 1G 1A,
Matthew Vassos 2G 1A, Matthew Glionna 1G 2A, Ryan
Lewis 2G, Jacob Cowl 2G, Felipe Rivera 1A, Jacob
Fulford 1G, Shawn Mason, shutout.   

807 Crabby Joe's  6.  809 Danny & Scotty Puck
Bandits  4.   

805 Lakeshore Valu-Mart  4.  807 Crabby 
Joe's   3.

803 McAlpine Ford  4 - Adam Ashraf 4G, Jordan
Bodimeade 1A,  Emerson Cepelak 1A, Michael Walsh
1A. Ryan Simmons 1A, Liam Gray 1A, Markus Hamann
1A.  801 Diamond Groundskeeping Services  4 -
Matthew Hall 1G 1A, Calem Pollock 1G 1A, Cameron
Screech 1A, Michael Imseis 1A, Colin Dyer 1G, Jeff
Stobo 1G, Joey Hodgson 1A.  

804 Optimist Club of Aurora  3.  802 Aurora
Home Hardware Bldg Ctr.  2.

806 Backyard Pool & Spa Co. Ltd.  3.  809 Danny
& Scotty Puck Bandits  5.

805 Lakeshore Valu-Mart  3.  810 Benson,
Kearley IFG   4 - Riley Callaghan 1G 1A, Ryan Batten
1G, Geoff Siow 1G, Andre Cristillo 1G, James Power
2A, David Kangas 1A. 

807 Crabby Joe's  4.  808 Laurion Law Office  3.

902 Aurora Chrysler  6 - Scott Taylor 2G, Connor
McQuillan 1G 1A, Alexander McDonald 1G, Ben
Hankins 1G, Matthew Roach 1G, Ben Hankins 2A, Kyle
DeSouza 1A, Scott Dunlop 1A, Cameron Staples 1A.
907 Crabby Joe's  2 - Joshua Bell 1G 1A, Zac Kroll
1A, Austin Megit 1G.

903 A.D.C. Aluminum  7 - Trevor George 4G 1A,
Matthew Sanita 2G 1A, Christopher Sanita 1G, Michael
DeCesare 1A, Harris Riopelle 1A, William He 1A,
Jesse Borin 1A. 906 ATS Healthcare  1 - Scott Kostin
1G, Eliot Harkin 1A.  

901 Rogers TV  4 - Mac Cawfield 1G 1A,
Johnathan Hurtubise 1G, Paul Louis Steiner 1G, Ryan
Dowling 4A, Michael Perryman 1A, Alexander Seto 1G,
Daniel Wochenmarkt 1A, Andrew Walter 1A.  908
Benson, Kearley IFG  3 - Mark Presacco 2G, James
Johnston 1G, Duncan Eveleigh 2A, Luc Martineau 1A,
Ben Bryant 1A, Elias Jeries 1A. 

904 North York Plumbing & Heating  3 - Keith
Jarvis 2G 1A, Josh Lawlor 1G, Matt Reeves 2A, Scott
Barker 1A.  905 Continental Ingredients  1 -
Christopher Cherubini 1G, Tyler Coveart 1A, Massimo
Longhin 1A.  

910 INARIA  4 -  Peter Sandwell 2G, Baily Miller
1G 1A, Scott Wheeler 1A, Cody Child 1A.  912 Pizza
Pizza  4 - Casey Severini 2G, Tyler Indos 1G 1A, Kyle
Strachan 1G 1A, Andrew Kaszuba 1A, Michael Liscio
1A, Tyler Hindley 2A.  

911 AHPA   2 - Kieran Cullen 1G 1A, Graham Killby
1G, Austin Tanaka 2A, Alexander Deblasis 1A.  909
Manhattan Trophies Ltd.  1 - MIchael McCreesh 1G,
Chris End 1A.  

907 Crabby Joe's  1 - William Allen 1G, Zac Kroll
1A, Morgan Walker 1A.  904 North York Plumbing &
Heating   3 - Matthew Iamonaco 2G, Kienan Osborne
1G 1A, Declan Johnston 2A, Liam MacKinnan 1A. 

912 Pizza Pizza   2 - Casey Severini 2G,
Mackenzie McIntosh 1A.  911 AHPA  5 - Paul
Neophytou 2G 1A, Russel Johnson 2G 1A, Mitchell
Carter 1G, Michael Bitzos 1A.  

908 Benson, Kearley IFG  7 - Duncan Eveleigh 2G

1A, Jordan Stephenson 1G 1A, James Johnston 1G
1A, Alexander Gouthro 1G, Liam Devlin 1G, Andrew
Foresi 1G, Mark Presacco 3A, Luc Martineau 1A, Ben
Bryant 1A, Elias Jeries 1A.  903 A.D.C. Aluminum  2 -
Joseph Veneziano 1G, Thomas Scougall 1G, Tyler
George 1A, Trevor George 1A, Jonathan Caporusso
1A, Jesse Borin 1A. 

910 INARIA  5 - Peter Sandwell 3G, Daniel
Antoniel 1G 1A, David Roberts 1G, Baily Miller 1A,
Cody Child 1A, Scott Wheeler 1A.  901 Rogers TV  2 -
Scott Cosentino 1G, Paul Louis Steiner 1G, Mac
Cawfield 1A,  Nic Venosa 1A.  

909 Manhattan Trophies Ltd.  3 - Brian Pedron 2G
1A, Kevin Siery 1G, Chris End 2A, Mackenzie Smith
1A, David Gonder 1A, Ian Coschi 1A.  902 Aurora
Chrysler  2 - Ben Hankins 1G, Scott Taylor 1G, Connor
McQuillan 1A, Michael Hosmer 1A, Alexander
McDonald 1A. 

906 ATS Healthcare  5 - Thomas McDonald 1G
1A, Eliot Harkin 1G 1A, Dylan Lyons 1G, Sajjad Akbar
1G, Jerryd Jensen 1G, Braydon Babineau 1A, Derek
Capone 1A, Will Brogan 1A.  905 Continental
Ingredients  4 - Stephen Faiello 1G, Ben Goldman 1G,
Owen Nisbet 1G, Tyler Coveart 1G, Christopher
Cherubini 3A, Brady Wilson 1A, Jamie Wilson 1A.  

1001 Pizzaville Aurora  5 - Chase Riddell 2G,
Vince Duggan 1G, Mike Nonnewitz 1G, Daniel
LaFlamm 1G, Stephen Cantarutti 1A, Carter Hammett,
shutout.   1005 BrokerLink   0.

1006 Caruso & Company  3 - Chris Fafalios 1G,
Taylor Butler 2G, Reid Sisson 1A, Jim Tatum 1A, Kevin
Tree 1A, Alex Woodward 1A.  1004 BMO Bank of
Montreal  4 - Kelley Hudson 1G, Chris Youtoff 1G,
Evan Jones 1G, AliAkbar 1G, Jesse Bentolila 1A,
Zachary Pyle 1A, Alex Heintzman 1A.  

1007 Crabby Joe's   6 - Steadman Dinning 5G,
Braydon Jackson 1G 2A, Brian Puskar 1A, Stefan
Richardson 1A.  1003 Tom & Jerry's   2 - Ryan Dalcin
1A,  D Kovac 1G 1A, T Litmanovitch 1A, Quinn
McGowan 1A.  

1008 Danny & Scotty Puck Bandits   2 - Graham
Joiner 2G, Lucus Poleto 2A, Konstantin Bogdanow,
shutout.  1002 INARIA   0.

1007 Crabby Joe's   1 - Steadman Dinning 1G,
Kyle Cutone, shutout.  1004 BMO Bank of Montreal
0.

1008 Danny & Scotty Puck Bandits   5 - Graham
Joiner 2G, JP Hudon 2G, David Marsillo 1G.  1003 Tom
& Jerry's   5 - Andrew Martin 1G, JP Sunseri 2G,
Quinn McGowan 1G, D Kovac 1G 3A. 

1001 Pizzaville Aurora   1 - Marco Ghegin 1G.
1002 INARIA   1 - Jake Hindley 1G, Cole Roffey 1A.  

1006 Caruso & Company   0 - Andrew Kimber 1G
2A, Nick Zebrowski 1G, Reid Sisson 1G 2A, Alex
Woodward 1G, Tyler White 1G, Jim Tatum 1G 1A.  1005
BrokerLink   0 - Cooper Riswick 1G, Ryan Eberlin 1G,
Thomas Hagias 1G. 

REP LEAGUE
Tyke - Select A - Barrie  3.  Aurora  2. 

Tyke - Select A - Barrie  3.  Aurora  1 - Jake
Worthman 1G.  

Tyke - Select B  - Aurora   9.  Ajax  1.

Novice AA -   Aurora  3 - Anton Sopov 1G,
Nicholas Pisapia 1G, Todd Cook 1G, Dylan Andersen
1A, Ryan Catania 1A, Calum Ormond 1A, Gage
Gonsalves 1A.    Stouffville   2.

Minor Atom AA -  Barrie  5.  Aurora  2 - Daniel
Gaeta 1G, Harrison Bennett 1A, Evan Vierling 1G,
Carter Beswick 1A.   

Minor Atom AE -  Barrie    2.  Aurora  0.

Minor Atom AE -  Barrie  5.  Aurora  2 - Alexander
Arcuri 1G, Zachary Grant 1G, Jonathon Gagnon 1A.    

Minor Atom AE -  Barrie  4.  Aurora 2 - Curtis
Manley 1G, James Sproul 1G, Alexander Arcuri 2A,
Quinn Spicer 1A, Jonathon Gagnon 1A.  

Atom AA -  Aurora   4.   Barrie  3.

Atom A - Nobleking  3.  Aurora  0. 

Atom AE -  Schomberg   5.  Aurora   2 - Luke
Catania 1G, Jeremy Gonsalves 1G, Noah Johnson 1A,
Thomas Childerhose 1A.   

Atom AE -  Schomberg  7.  Aurora  1 - Jeremy
Gonsalves 1G, Carson Williams 1A.    

Minor Peewee AA - Aurora  4 -  Anthony
Magnante 1G, Nicholas Rountes 1G, Ben Fleischaker
1A, Julien Aben 1A. Duffield   2.

Minor Peewee AA -  Leaside  4.  Aurora  1 -
Brandon Vaughan 1G, Ben Fleischaker 1A.   

Minor Peewee A -  Aurora   6.  Nobleking  2.  

Minor Peewee A -  Aurora   1.  Nobleking  1. 

Minor Peewee AE -  Richmond Hill   1.  Aurora
0.

Minor Peewee AE -  Richmond Hill   2.  Aurora  1
- Carson Venneri 1G, Thomas Morra 1A, Francesco
Scuglia 1A.  

Peewee AA -  Aurora  4.   Bradford  2. 

Peewee AA -   Aurora  2.  Caledon  2.

Peewee AA -  Aurora   6.  Markham  3. 

Peewee AE -  Aurora  3.   Newmarket  3.

Peewee AE -  Aurora  4.   Newmarket   2. 

Peewee RS - Aurora   5.   Oshawa  1.

Peewee RS - Aurora   4.  Oshawa   2. 

Minor Bantam AA - Aurora  2 - Jared Brown 1G,
Zack Phillips 1G, Tyler Williams 2A.  Stouffville  1.     

Minor Bantam AA - Newmarket   3.   Aurora  1 -
Bryan Manweiler 1G.  

Minor Bantam AE - Barrie   3.  Aurora  1 - Jack
Bryant 1G, Jeff Mckay 1A.   

Bantam A - Aurora  2.  Innisfil   1.

Bantam A -  Newmarket   1.   Aurora   0.  

Bantam AE - Schomberg   4.  Aurora   2 - Brady
Mulhern 1G, Austin Riswick 1G, Rory Hamilton 1A,
Johnny Sherwood 1A, Christian MacGillivray 1A, John
Partland 1A. 

Bantam AE -  Markham  1.  Aurora  3 - Johnny
Sherwood 1G, Brady Mulhern 1G, Hunter Jones 1G,
Liam Joiner 1A, Joe Battiston 1A, Michael Boorn 1A.   

Bantam AE - Barrie   4.  Aurora  3 - Austin Riswick
1G, Ryan Donovan 1G, Matthew Bellerby 1G, John
Partland 1A,  Brady Mulhern 2A,  Liam Joiner 1A,   

Minor Midget AA - Aurora   3 - Andrew Quattrin
1G 1A, Ty Varga 1G, Nick Scott 1G, Matt Iwai 2A,
Spencer Green 1A, Connor Cowl 1A, Lucas Pozzebon
1A.   Richmond Hill  2.     

Minor Midget AA -  Aurora  5 - Brett Thiessen 2G,
Lucas Pozzebon 1G 1A, Andrew Quattrin 1G, James
Thomson 1G, Tait Snedden 1A.   Richmond Hill   1. 

Minor Midget AE - Aurora   4 - Ben Ashton 1G,
Graham Robinson 2G, Joel Gouveia 1G, Jonah Blaser
1A, Mitch Arnew 1A, Gabe Ouahen 1A.  Barrie  3.    

Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association

Results, up to 
March 4, 2012

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca
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Pinnacle  Insurance

Call or Email Earle 
for a FREE QUOTATION 

on any of our products 

ALL Your Insurance Needs. 
Providing for 

insurance@pinnacleinsurance.com
905-841-6436

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

15483 Yonge St. 
(across from Howard Johnson)

905-841-0949

Canada Goose not on sale

• Snowboard & Ski Wear 
• Racquet Sports 
• Swim Wear and accessories 
• Nordic Walking Poles 
• Canada Goose Authorized Dealer

We specialize in: 

FINAL
WINTER

SALE

FINAL
WINTER

SALE

FINALFINAL
WINTERWINTER

SALESALE
• SKI & SNOWBOARD WEAR 
 • JACKETS  &  PANTS
• GLOVES & MITTS 
• HATS & GOBBLES 
• BASE LAYER 

• SKI & SNOWBOARD WEAR 
 • JACKETS  &  PANTS
• GLOVES & MITTS 
• HATS & GOGGLES 
• BASE LAYER 

 REG. PRICE REG. PRICE

ADULT ADULT 
& JUNIOR& JUNIOR

Take advantage of our warm winter 
with great pricing on name brand 
water-proof – wind-proof products

Take advantage of our warm winter 
with great pricing on name brand 
water-proof – wind-proof products

50-70% 50-70% OFF OFF 

Youth Centre options include building on rec facilities
Recreation Complex on
Wellington near Leslie;
option D a Yonge Street loca-
tion just north of Wellington;
and a location on Orchard
Heights Boulevard.

If Council ultimately votes
to go with option A, however,
there are two options identi-

fied for the site. The first
would entail the repurposing
of the existing fitness centre
to a new youth centre.  The
advantages of this location,
according to Mr. Downey's
report is it provides a large
property with room for
expansion, room for a skate
park, connection to outdoor

spaces and sports fields,
proximity to schools, and
industrial neighbours so
noise is less of an issue.

On the flipside of the coin,
however, Mr. Downey noted
this would result in the loss
or disruption of the fitness
facility, increase some
accessibility issues, and

make it difficult for staff to
monitor entrances. 

If Council opts for the sec-
ond option for the AFLC, a
new youth centre addition
would be built on the south-
east face of the building.
While this option shares
many of the same advan-
tages of the first, it would

allow for a new central
entrance for better security
as well as the creation of new
areas that could be shared
with other programs. 

A youth centre at the
Aurora Community Centre
would have the advantage of
being centrally located to
transit, trails, and sports
fields, and provide ample
locations for a skate park and
use of arenas in the off-sea-
son. Disadvantages would
be a lack of a gym, structural
and mechanical costs, limit-
ed parking, and rezoning
issues. 

The Stronach Aurora
Recreation complex option
seems to have many things
going for it, including location
to transit and other sports
and leisure amenities, and
limited disruption to other
programs, but such a site
would be "pinched." 

The Yonge Street location
would be a public private
partnership, if that's what
Council decides to go for.
The site Mr. Downey submit-
ted in his report would be in
front of what is currently
Liquidation World just north

of Yonge and Wellington. A
youth centre here would be
close to schools and would
contribute to downtown revi-
talization, but timing would
be based on the develop-
ment schedule of the private
partner, according to Mr.
Downey. 

If a facility on Orchard
Heights is what Council
orders, it would entail the
demolition of the building in
the St. Andrew's Plaza previ-
ously occupied by Foodland.
This would have the benefit
of being close to St. Andrew's
College's sports fields, tran-
sit, and retail, it would be hid-
den away behind the plaza,
would likely have a higher
construction costs, and could
very well face rezoning
issues.

The options are expected
to be formally presented to
Council on March 27. 

A youth needs analysis
study in 2010 recommended
a dedicated youth space
which would include a full
size gymnasium, a skate
park, a lounge, computer
access, and create further
recreation opportunities. 

Plans for Fleury indoor tennis club takes first step forward
By Brock Weir

Two proposed new tennis
courts at Fleury Park are
now in the hands of the
Ontario Trillium Foundation.

Councillors endorsed an
application by the Aurora
Community Tennis Club last
week to the Ontario Trillium
Foundation which, if suc-
cessful, could send
$125,000 of Foundation dol-
lars to the group. 

With this grant money, the
club plans constructing two
additional tennis courts -
bringing the park's total up to
six - and moving existing
flood lights to another 
park area.

The possible construction
could be the first phase in
the Club's much grander
scheme to facilitate a public
private partnership which
could convert the Fleury
Park facility into a hub for all
weather tennis. 

As The Auroran reported
last month, the Club 
has partnered with Terry
Redvers, the man behind the
Aurora Sports Dome, to con-
struct a building over the six
tennis courts - presuming
they get the grant. The build-
ing would be an open air
facility during the summer
months for use by all resi-
dents and Town programs
and a private club during the
winter months.

The first step for them is
to get the Trillium Grant and
then the public would be con-
sulted on the construction of
the additional courts, accord-
ing to Al Downey, Aurora's
Director of Leisure Services.

"It will require the

approvals by the Town, the
Conservation Authority and
more than likely there would
be a public meeting because
there may be some resi-
dents who have concerns
about the expansion of the
tennis courts," said Mr.
Downey. "Once the six
courts are expanded there
will then be a presentation
made by the Community
Tennis Club asking for sup-
port of a private partnership
for the construction of a
structure over the courts.

"We would have to get
the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority on
board and we might have
difficulty with that because
we were not successful
when we wanted to improve
the washroom structure in
Fleury Park. The conserva-
tion authority said no
because it was in a flood-
plain. We may have public
opposition to the construc-
tion of these courts in which

case this Council might say,
'Sorry, we're not going to
build them' and the Trillium
funds go back and we don't
proceed with the construc-
tion of the courts."

Organizers originally
pitched their idea to the
Parks and Recreation
Advisory Committee on
February 16. In addition to
tennis, they said this pro-
posed new facility could be
multipurpose serving vari-
ous sports groups around
Aurora, doubling as a roofed
venue for traditionally out-
door municipal events such
as RibFest and Movies in
the Park, as well as the
Aurora Jazz Festival.

The proposed building
would also come equipped
with rooftop solar panels
that could be sponsored by
community groups allowing
them to generate power and
reap the financial costs of
hiring the facility for their
sports and activities.

Aurora dancers Lindsay
McBride, Martine
Steiner, and Amanda
MacDonald show off
their costumes with
pride as they prepared
for Celtic Heart – A
Celebration of Music
and Dance, which will
take place March 15 at
the Richmond Hill
Centre for the
Performing Arts.
Proceeds from the con-
cert will go towards
helping 10 dancers from
the Irish Dance studio
make their way to
Belfast next month for
the 2012 World Irish
Dance Championships.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

From page 1
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Councillors back away from Bullfrog
By Brock Weir

Spending $20,000 of Town
funds yearly to simply boast
about being "green" might have
been a bit too hard for some
Councillors to swallow last
week as they decided to move
on alternatives to Bullfrog
Power.

Aurora has had a contract
with the green power broker for
four years now, a contract
which expires this month.  Over
the course of the contract
$80,000 has been spent on
energy purchased for municipal
buildings from the company,
which is generated primarily
from wind power, with a three
cent per kilowatt premium.

Councillors tackled the
Bullfrog issue at a general com-
mittee meeting last month after
recommendations for alterna-
tives were deferred from
February 7 due to time con-
straints. 

In their report, Town staff
recommended the Town look to
building two 10 kilowatt
microFIT solar power genera-
tion systems at municipal build-
ings with the $20,000 rather
than renewing Bullfrog's con-
tract.

With Council’s approval,
staff will be required to report
back with a full report on the
costs and benefits as soon as
possible.  

During the discussions,
Councillors questioned
whether purchasing green
power for municipal facilities
actually resulted in the use of
green power. 

"The only thing we're doing
now is paying more money for
our hydro," said Councillor
Evelyn Buck on purchasing
energy from the power broker
that is then fed back onto the
grid. 

"Bullfrog Power does not
create any energy," explained
Aurora CAO Neil Garbe.
"They're a purchasing agent.
They are people who sell their
power to the grid. Bullfrog is a
broker of green sources, so the
way to market yourself as
green is to purchase the power
through the broker."

There is, however, no guar-
antee that the power used at
Town Hall comes from green
sources as it is all fed into the
same system, he said. While
the Bullfrog agreement certain-
ly had its detractors at the table,

it found some support in
Councillors Chris Ballard and
Wendy Gaertner.

"As explained to us by
Bullfrog, if they don't buy [green
power] people won't make it,"
said Councillor Ballard. "Are we
buying electrons from a wind-
mill in Timbuktu? No, we're not.
If we don't buy or pay Bullfrog to
pay a company to produce
those electrons in an environ-
mentally sensitive way then we
will be buying power that is
manufactured via coal or hydro-
gen or nuclear power."

Councillor Buck, who
chaired Tuesday's meeting
wasn't buying it, and said so,
but Councillor Ballard pressed
on noting they are an audited
company.

"If you don't believe it, you
have to take it up with their
auditors," he said. "I don't
believe they are lying to us."

"It's a commercial busi-
ness," countered Councillor
Buck. "The province buys their
power from these producers. To
say if we don't buy [green
power] from Bullfrog it won't get
produced is nonsense."

Councillor Gaertner said
that while she supported the
recommendation before
Council to investigate solar
generation further, she put in a
good word for Bullfrog. She
said she did not initially support
the Bullfrog contract when it
came before Council in 2008
but said there was an "enor-
mous reduction" in green
house gas emissions because
of their program.

"I think it is important to the
community," she said. "The
other reasons for the other ini-
tiatives are also great. It sends
the right message and increas-
es awareness. $20,000 seems
like a meagre amount of money
to spend on environmental ini-
tiatives."

Before any of this goes for-
ward though there still needs to
be word back from the Ontario
government on the future of the
Feed In Tariff (FIT) and
microFIT program which pro-
vides financial incentives for
individuals and businesses
generating power from renew-
able energy which is then fed
back onto the provincial grid.
The programs have been in
limbo since the Provincial elec-
tion last year. 

"The key question is the
government's announcement

Aurora Tigers’ Kevin Shier tries to move the puck through some players to get
in front of the net during game four.          Auroran photo by Kevin Michie

Game over for Tigers
30 seconds later, Angelo was
called for slashing, and Porter
once again made Aurora pay
on the power, and put them

up 2-0.
Aurora stormed back

though, with Bennett 
retaliating for the Tigers on a
power play of their own, to

From page 11 make it 2-1.
The Bennett goal proved to

be the final goal of the season
for Aurora, though, as the club
wasn't able to slip any more
pucks by Sprit goaltender
Jonathan Hall.

Stouffville would go on the
win the game, and the series,
4-1.

While the early exit is no
doubt disappointing for
Aurora, there are still a lot of
positives to look at.

After missing the playoffs
last year, for the first time
since rejoining the OJHL in
1998, the Tigers surprised
most by finishing in third place
in the North Division, consid-
ered by most to be the tough-
est division in the league.

First year head coach
Richmond impressed fans,
players and more with his han-
dling of a young and inexperi-
enced team. The coach
should be credited with not
wanting to sell the develop-
ment of young talent on his
team, in exchange for older
players and a last gasp an
extra win.

With some strong young
talent already locked up for
next season, and Richmond
once again behind the bench,
the Tigers have a lot to look
forward to next season. The
coming summer months will,
no doubt, be filled by the 
anticipation of a new season,
and the hunger to improve on
this years result.

Wait and see, Aurora. Wait
and see.

Athlete of the Week: 
Brett Hagarty

By Kevin Michie

The Auroran's Athlete of
the Week is Brett Hagarty of
Aurora High School. 

Hagarty and the senior
volleyball team just won the
York Region senior girls vol-
leyball championship, the
sixth straight YRA champi-
onship for Aurora High
School (AHS), and will be
competing again this week in
Waterloo.

Hagarty's volleyball
career won't end at gradua-
tion, though. The AHS star
will be moving out to
Kingston next year to attend
Queen's University and play
on the volleyball team with
her sister, Katie. Hagarty
said that her decision to go
to Queen's was based on
good familiarity with the
school and the well-known
coaching staff there.

"I really like the school,"
said Hagarty. "It's a great
atmosphere, I love playing
volleyball with my sister and
I really like the coach."

Hagarty has been playing
volleyball since grade four,
and has made every school

team since. She attributes a
lot of her success in high
school to her coaches, Ms.
Watson and Mr. Morrison.

While Hagarty is getting a
lot of attention for her volley-
ball accomplishments, the
grade 12 student isn't just a
one sport wonder.

While playing on the vol-
leyball team at AHS, Hagarty
also has a roster spot on the
rugby, badminton and bas-
ketball teams, winning
another YRA championship,
the latter of the three, earlier
this year. 

H a g a r t y ' s  a t h l e t i c
prowess should come as no
surprise, as a surplus of 
athletes runs deep in her
family tree.

Her father was on the
football and basketball
teams at Queen's University,
her mother is a dancer and
her brother snowboards.

After Queen's won 
the Ontario University
Association women's volley-
ball championships this sea-
son, Hagarty is hoping to be
able to help guide Queen's
to another championship
next year.

[on the programs]," said Mr.
Garbe. "They were supposed to
be released some weeks ago
and the feeling in the industry is
that it is imminent. I'm not sure
whether Mr. Drummond's report
has caused the government to
pause, but I think the turn-
around is fairly quick on a cost
benefit. If we get an answer in
the next coming weeks, by
midyear we should be in a posi-
tion to have something before
Council."
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD

Senior Scape
By BRIAN WARBURTON

Pure Imagination

Well, it seems like a simple
concept.  You've heard from all
the experts that a fresh coat of
paint is the most economical
and quickest solution to revital-
izing any room.  How compli-
cated can choosing a paint
colour be, right?  No big deal.  

Consider for a moment that
Benjamin Moore alone has in
excess of 3,400 colours to
select from!  Add in the colour
palettes of Para, Farrow & Ball,
Behr, and Pittsburgh to name
just a few, and suddenly, find-
ing a colour is kind of a big
deal.

Like choosing baby names,
colours can elicit strong reac-
tions and emotions from peo-
ple, potentially making the
process of colour selection a
painful endeavor.  Moreover,
research shows the psycho-
logical responses to colour are
numerous, from bringing up
childhood memories (good or
bad) or having an impact on
one's appetite, to affecting a
person's ability to sleep sound-
ly.      

I worked for a newly mar-
ried couple who ultimately
chose a paint called "Maid of
the Mist" because that was the
place of their engagement.
Each of us has a distinct rela-
tionship with colour, but most
do not approach it with much
confidence.

So how do you improve
your colour confidence?  

Keep in mind that our eyes
only recognize colour because

it reflects light, so increase
your chance of successfully
selecting something appropri-
ate by looking at colour options
several times of the day and in
different conditions.

Be sure to make your
selection while looking at the
colour only on the surfaces on
which it will be painted; do not
make a final choice in another
room or worse, at the 
paint store!  

It can be difficult to make
these choices in a room that is
already painted, so open the
blinds, turn on the lights and
cover a small section of the
walls with a couple of sheets of
white printer paper.  Then
place your paint chips on top of
that paper so you can get an
accurate view of the new
colour options.

Emotions and lighting
aside, one thing most people
do not consider is that colour is
relative.  A colour only looks a
certain way when it is placed
next to another colour.  Put a
pale blue paint chip beside a
white one and the colour inten-
sifies.  Place the same colour
next to one more violet in tone
and the blue may appear
greener than when it is beside
the white.  Colour comparisons
are an important part of select-
ing colour and will help you
eliminate what doesn't work.
Knowing what doesn't work is
as important as knowing what
does.

Remember, if you think you

will keep it simple by choosing
white, whites also have subtle
colour - some are cooler
(bluer), some are warmer (yel-
lower).  Be sure to compare
them so you know what you're
getting.  Ask your paint suppli-
er about the most popular
whites available as they often
work well with many colours.

While wall colour can be
the one element that gives a
room that wow factor, don't feel
it is your only option for estab-
lishing colour.  You can create a
'blue' room without putting a
drop of blue paint on the walls,
by introducing blue acces-
sories and fabrics.  The paint
colour you select can be more
neutral in tone, creating a won-
derful backdrop on which to
highlight your fabrics, acces-
sories and furniture.

I'm a firm believer that there
is a right and wrong colour
selection to be made, but
colour preference is as individ-
ual as you are and is nothing if
not subjective.  Your walls are
likely the largest easel you will
ever have to work with, so go
ahead and have fun!  And
remember, it's just paint!

Janice Clements is a
Certified Interior Decorator,
President of Clements
Interiors and a member of
CDECA.  Visit her on the web
at www.clementsinteriors.com,
or follow her blog at
http://www.40somethingandco
unting.blogspot.com.

Bringing Design to Life
By JANICE CLEMENTS

Colour Confidence

Imagination takes us to
worlds yet to be, while dreams
allow fantasy to roam in the
playgrounds of our minds; reali-
ty brings us to ground zero
unceremoniously, to deal with
mundane reality!

The Seniors' Centre pro-
vides an intersection of excite-
ment for seniors with ideas for a
bright and good life, and the
sharing of experience, interests
and memories mixed with imag-
ination, dreams and reality, all in
one great senior cauldron bub-
bling without end, with plenty of
help stirring the pot.

Everything new and exciting
provides novel measures of
pleasure, uplifting moods while
gratifying the young and old
alike, fulfilling desires and arous-
ing the curious to explore new
fields of endeavour. In the world
of seniors, it is not necessarily
what they look at that is of con-
cern, but what lively imagina-
tions conjure. 

While imagination and
dreams have their place, no-
nonsense administration keep
feet firmly on the ground, attend-
ing to such matters as reviewing
the constitution and recom-
mending improvements and
amendments as deemed advis-
able, or even necessary.

Few seniors in previous
ages experienced such a mix of
interesting and exciting contem-
poraries; not since their school-
days, to be sure. In today's sen-
iority, the playing field levels
once more, and every day there

is a well-trodden pathway for all,
amidst contemporaries of simi-
lar age. The viability of life contin-
ues far longer with a Seniors'
Centre than it would without. 

Seniors who compute thrive!
Never lost for something to
engage their attention, they
enjoy an enormous advantage
at the tips of their fingers when
they employ computer technolo-
gy to access the resources of
the world. For the sake of accu-
racy, seniors thrive wherever
they find their enthusiasms and
interest, engaged in fruitful 
projects.

Capable and independent,
prolific seniority accept and uti-
lize technology as it evolves. 

Good health, longer life and
more productive years, combine
well with enthusiasm and a pas-
sion for life and lightning rods of
persuasion form and fire up
those anxious to access and
delight in good times. 

There is no substitute for
good times, none for success
and none for shaking the dust
from wherever it settles.
Foraging for ideas and material
constantly fuels the creative
senior to try repeatedly until suc-
cess honours their restless 
spirits.

The merry game of life
among seniors' plays out each
day until the insistent call of
home and family finally ends the
day's proceedings.

There is a  plague on errors,
however - Carol advises I pub-
lished a wrong date for the

Spring Sale and the correct date
is April 28th, from 9.00 a.m. until
2.00 p.m. 

I help staff the Book Table at
the Sale, and enjoy immensely
the offering of books, which we
try to organise as best we can,
and in short order. 

The Seniors’ Library has a
welcome interest in the book
donations and sympathetic con-
sideration for their requirements
should not be difficult to realise,
and every year they receive
donated books.

The library provides a very
important service to members
who read. Book donations ulti-
mately serve the Seniors’
Centre best! 

The Aurora Seniors
Association (ASA), Annual
General Meeting (AGM) takes
place in June. Nominating can-
didates for the Board of
Directors (BoD), however, has
commenced with voting sched-
uled May 7 through May 18. 

Every member is encour-
aged to stamp authority on this
process by exercising voting
rights. The greater the voter par-
ticipation, the greater the author-
ity invested in the directors. 

Directors completing a three
year term of office and eligible
for nomination and re-election
include Charles Sequeira, Ruth
Church and Derek Murray. 

All seniors with a current
membership in the ASA can
participate in the election
process, and influence future
events.
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COMING EVENTS

CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 

Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Residential • Retail • Corporate Design

"Your Home Your Way"

905-726-1837

MYRA SPIERS INTERIOR DESIGN

www.myraspiersdesign.com

905-841-8949 416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience

Top quality guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Licensed, insured 25 years exp. 

Plumber 
Joe

416-568-6928

the

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

Cleaning Service •   Commercial/residential ...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING 

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil EnhancemeIest & Disease ControlP

StructIee PruningrTTrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTIent

orcemental Reinffotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

HANDYMAN

PAINTER

ART

AUTO

CLEANERS

DENTAL

DANCE

PLUMBER

Radiant health, 
& inner peace.

 QIGONG & YOGA

www.yogaforlife.ca

Andrea Roth
905-505-1324

oth

t health, 

l f

 QIGONG 
adianR

.e& inner peac
h

& OGAY

.caeliffeforogaffo.ywww

ea RndrA
905-505-1324

YOGA

TREE CARE

16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

59$From *
NEW Winshields 
 188$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Alan is also committee chairman of iloverockandroll.ca

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

Come and fall in love with a painting

 

oldgrouch@rogers.com   •  905 727 6021

John Lloyd

Whildwood Studio & Gallery

ONLY       
Call for a 14 point inspection
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For more information call: 
905-713-6326 FR
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Water Treatment your whole family 
will benefit from!

39$ 95

For a Limited Time 

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 

1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

HOME RENO PLUS

1 call. 
We do it all!

Basements ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens

Your project is more 
affordable than you thought

905.235.7357

Thank you for supporting “At Your Service” Directory listings in The Auroran. 
For more information about advertising in this section please call 905-727-3300. 

LIMOUSINE

VETERINARY SERVICES

WATER

MOVING & STORAGE

INTERIOR/CARPET SERVICE

HOME RENO

MONUMENTS

REAL ESTATE

Keller Williams 
Realty Centres, Brokerage  

First Time 
Homebuyers!

Get started now 
on path to home!

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

Call right now for  a

 
to get you where 

you want be!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ Office: 905-895-5972 x 816

BUYERS KIT

Independently Owned and Operated

their treasures for sale, along with members of the
Aurora Farmers' Market. There is something special for
everyone.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 16
Ron Wallace will lead a heritage discussion entitled

"How the Word Got Around: A Historical Look at Local
Newspapers" at the Aurora Cultural Centre at 7 p.m. A
glimpse into past days of news media in Aurora - from an
expert in the field. Admission by donation is gratefully
received. Light refreshments are provided.

SUNDAY, MAY 27
The 2012 Upper Canada Mall Easter Seals 10k Run

and 5k Run & Walk will take place today in a new loca-
tion - the Newmarket Riverwalk Commons in Downtown
Newmarket and is expected to draw nearly 1,000 partic-
ipants. The new venue located on Doug Duncan Drive
offers a beautiful, flat and scenic run course through
Fairy Lake Park and the Tom Taylor Trail System. For
more information visit www.eastersealsrun.com.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
The Doane House Hospice will hold its third annual

Unique Craft and Gift Show today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

at the Newmarket Community Centre (200 Doug Duncan
Drive, Newmarket). For more information, call 905-967-
0259.

CONTINUING
The Aurora Probus Club meets every second

Wednesday of the month (except July and August) at the
Aurora Legion. Memberships consist of retired and semi-
retired PROfessional and BUSiness people, hence the
name Probus. It is a fun fellowship with well-chosen
speakers. New memberships are welcome. For more
information call Marilyn Munslow at 905-727-9344 or
Bob Saunders at 905-841-3558.

* * * * 
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society is

always looking for new members of all ages. Monthly
meetings with guest speakers are held on the fourth
Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. (youth meet at 6
p.m.) at the Royal Canadian legion in Aurora. For more
Information call Cindy at 905-713-6660.

* * * *
York Regional Police Venturers have openings for

boys and girls aged 14 to 17. Police Venturers meet
every Wednesday night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 240

Prospect Street, 1 District police station community
room. This is a joint program between York Regional
Police and Scouts Canada. There is a Scouts Canada
membership fee. Service uniforms are provided. High
school students can earn community service hours
through the program. If interested visit a meeting. For fur-
ther information visit York Regional Police volunteer web-
site or contact volunteers@yrp.ca.

* * * * 
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located at

44 Metcalfe Streeet, Aurora, is the local source for gen-
tly used women's, children's and men's clothing. All
monies raised are used to support the needy of Aurora,
since it goes directly to the "Welcoming Arms" Ministry.
Open weekday mornings, 9.30 a.m., to 11.30 a.m. and
Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. The  Bag Sale
happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * *
At the request of its director, Richard Heinzle, the

Evergreen Choir's time of practice will be increased to 90
minutes. Registration is now available at the front desk of
the Aurora Seniors' Centre for the season until June
2012. The fee for the coming sessions remains the

same: $50 per member. New members are always wel-
come. It is not necessary to be able to read music, nor
will you be asked to audition, to enjoy being part of this
experience. For more information call the seniors' desk
at 905-726-4767.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To

Grandmothers group, meets monthly to raise awareness,
generate funds and lobby on behalf of the grandmother
care-givers in AIDS-ravaged Africa.  For more informa-
tion call Kay at 905-841-9318 or Joan at 905-727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St.

Andrew's Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria and
Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon meets every Tuesday at 8 p.m.
at the Aurora United Church on Yonge Street.  For more
information go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on

the fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North.
Visitors are welcome for only $2. For more information
call Ray at 905-727-6168.

Thank you 
for supporting 

The Auroran 

“At Your Service” 

Businesses

Thank you 
for supporting 

The Auroran 

“At Your Service” 

Businesses

For more information 

call 905-727-3300

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

From page 2
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VideosVideos

Our        Town

Our        Town

Thank you to our videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Watch community just posted

Watch for new community videos each week. If you have an upcoming event and would 
like it covered by theauroran.com please have your event co-ordinator email cynthia@auroran.com

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with Alison
Collins-Mrakas

Go to the site using your smartphone. Here’s how:
1. On your  ‘Smart Phone’  browser go to getscanlife.com and download the free application
Scanlife.com reader (or any app you prefer) onto your phone.
2. Press the download button when the site auto-detects your device. 
3. The app will be downloaded to your phone.
Click on the ScanLife icon to scan QR codes or barcodes.

“Our Town”
with 

 

Shows from the Market 

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to 

If you don’t have a smart phone, go to 
www.theauroran.com –click on the video –to go to TVA

Alison 

• Ugly Christmas Sweaters for Sick Kids
• St. Joseph’s Catholic School 50th Anniversary
• Artists in the Valley
• Central York Fire Services Open House 
• Sport Aurora Awards 

Collins-Mrakas

www.aurorafarmersmarket.tv

& much more... go to www.theauroran.com

K.O. Creations 

Cocoa Cannelle 

Chef: Mr. Spinners 

Chef: Pascal

Jan’s Country Pantry

FERRET GIRL -Colin Haskin

Nov 26 Indoor Farmers 

www.theauroran.com

Watch Thurs. 
7 p.m.

NEW  VIDEO
The Tour of the February

Market and Art Show. 

Market - Cultural Centre

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 1,000,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each year!

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

The Town of Aurora passed a Council resolution last year that would have allowed
them to seek to recover the $55,000+ of public money spent in former mayor Phyllis
Morris' defamation suit against three local bloggers, among others, if she had been
successful. 

Now that Ms. Morris has dropped the suit, 
should the Town still seek to recover the money? 

AURORAN  POLL
VOTEPlease participate in our POLL 

go to www.theauroran.com - scroll to the 
bottom right side of the home page to... 
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12 YES, it was a misuse       

of Public money

19 %
NO, It would cost more      

money to pursue it

2 %
UNSURE

(162) (41)

.7 .4.9

(5)

HELP WANTED

To book your route please
email Zach at zach@auroran.com

ONCE A WEEK DELIVERY

We are looking for youth and adult 
carriers to join our delivery team!

 

The Auroran is switching 
to carrier delivery. 

Carrier routes are available 
for all areas.

CAREER

TUTOR

TAX PREPARATION

FOR RENT - P.E.I.

FOR SALE

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest financial
services companies is rapid-
ly expanding in this area. If
you desire a dynamic career
with excellent income 
potential, call Ruth Greaves
at 1-888-240-4767.

NORDHEIMER UPRIGHT
cabinet grand piano,  with origi-
nal stool. $580. Please email
bob@auroran.com. 

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD
Maple Queen Anne style
Buffet, great condition.
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for sale as
well. Call 905-727-6497. 

VINTAGE FURNISHINGS for
sale. Couches, love seats,
chairs from the 1950s and
60s. Good condition. Prices on
enquiry. Call 905-727-6497.

PERSONAL & SMALL
BUSINESS. Local Pick U p
&  D e l i v e r y  647-808-
3331

Simcoe-York Group of Newspapers, an established 
and fast-paced publisher of local newspapers, invites
applications for the above position at our Beeton office.

The purpose of this full time position is to develop the
business by selling advertising and concepts to both 
new and existing clients.

To be considered for this role, you must have cold 
calling experience. You will possess a pleasant 
phone manner and excellent communication skills,
initiative, self-motivaion and a strong commitment
to customer service. You need to have a 
consultative approach as the role is 
challenging and engaging. You will be
able to pursue opportunities to reach 
set targets and goals. 

Experience in publishing
is advantageous, 
but not essential.

Interested 
applicants 

are invited to 
forward a letter 

of application 
accompanied by resume to 

rdrillen@mac.com

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

TELEMARKETER

SUSHI KUI
Japanese restaurant

SERVER
& Waitress Manager

Contact Bonnie 
905-727-8822 

resumé and references.

You might not be able to do
everything at 

once, but you can do every-
thing in one place

• Fax Service  
•  Digital Printing & Copying 

•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox
Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies
& Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845
Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  
Fax  905-713-1632

50% OFF

$5 OFF

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

ANY SERVICE WITH
$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 
905-841-6969

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

✄

EXPERIENCED TEACHER
of 10 years for ESL, kinder-
garten to university students.
Call Sue 416-528-2583.

MATH TUTOR for grades 9-
12. Homework help, calculus
& algebra, function relations.
University preparation. Call
416-309-0134.COTTAGE FOR RENT IN

P.E.I. Three bedroom
housekeeping cottage on
south shore. Large deck.
Excellent swimming area,
safe for children. $600.00
per week. Call Carolyn
905-726-1108.

Advertise in 
THE AURORAN
CLASSIFIEDS 

905-727-3300 ext. 102

Thank you 
for supporting 

THE AURORAN 

Classified Advertisers
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
zach at zach@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery 

The Auroran is starting to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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3 Course  
Dinner
$3500

Prime Rib Dinner

$2700

Plus taxes & gratuities.
Not available on Valentine’s Day.

plus taxes 
& gratuities

March   Hogans Innat

Express Lunch

$1299
plus taxes 
& gratuities
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at the Hunt Pub

Mar 8 - OWEN TENNYSON DUO

Mar 9 - PONTUNE 5

Mar 10 - ECLIPZ
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• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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One side urged agreement termination...
By Brock Weir

While outnumbered by
those in the gallery, those indi-
viduals in the Council audi-
ence on Tuesday put up equal-
ly passionate arguments in
favour of terminating the exist-
ing agreement with the
Cultural Centre and drafting a
new agreement. 

One person appearing as a
delegate before Councillors
last week was former council-
lor Bill Hogg, who said he was
there to speak on behalf of
"typical Aurorans with busy
lives and jobs and children,
raising families and availing
themselves of the many serv-
ices offered in the community"
but don't have a "daily interest
in monitoring how their tax dol-
lars are spent."

Mr. Hogg said he believed
the discussions revolving
around the Cultural Centre is a
"seminal moment" in Aurora's
history, and congratulated
Town Solicitor Warren Mar on
his report to Councillors which
outlined a number of deficien-

cies he felt were in the Town's
current agreement with the
Centre. Impressed with his
"thoroughness and profession-
alism", Mr. Hogg said his rec-
ommendations for formal vot-
ing representation by Council
on its board, funding requisi-
tions similar to the Aurora
Public Library, and increased
accountability and transparen-

cy would go a long way in
drafting an agreement that is
held in esteem by both parties.

"It is my sincere desire that
tonight Council will do their
jobs equally well and chart a

course that separates it from
the issues of the last Council
and makes their decision
based on what is best for the
larger community of Aurora,"
he said.

"You will recall in October
2010 the community of Aurora
overwhelmingly rejected that
form of politics in this Town
and, with their votes, mandat-

ed this Council to operating on
a higher set of values. It is my
sincere desire that tonight's
decision is based on the evalu-
ation of facts rather than misin-
formation and twisted facts that

are currently being spread."
In his remarks, Mr. Hogg

took issue with remarks written
by Councillor Chris Ballard on
his blog, which said it was
"unfortunate" politics from the
past slopped into this Council.
Mr. Hogg countered that the
only politics that "slopped over"
into this term was the "outright
distortion of the truth intended
to mislead people."

"This motion is not about
whether or not the ACC is a
good thing in this town," he
said. "It is a great thing in this
Town. It is definitely not about
saving versus shuttering the
Centre. This motion is about
amending a poorly written con-
tract to provide oversight on
how our tax dollars are being
spent.

"You're damn right I want to
know where those funds are
going and they are going to be
wisely spent. I want accounta-
bility in place before the begin-
ning of 2013, if not sooner."

Resident George Hervey
was one citizen who shared a
similar viewpoint to Mr. Hogg

when he appeared in open
forum. He said, to him, there
existed "a huge misunder-
standing" in the community
over the last few weeks of what
was intended by Councillors
Abel and Pirri's motion.

"Because of very poor draft-
ing effort by an inexperienced
legal team several years ago,
the agreement that brought the
Cultural Centre into existence
has been identified by the
Town Solicitor as needing
some improvements," he said.
"I believe that Councillors Abel
and Pirri are recommending
that the agreement be termi-
nated simultaneous to a new
agreement being negotiated;
an agreement that just as your
procedural bylaw dictates how
you conduct your own affairs, a
clear, transparent, and
accountable agreement
between the Town and the
Cultural Centre would do the
same. 

"There is no one threaten-
ing any of the Cultural Centre
activities or any of its partici-
pants. I believe it is simply a
matter of administration that is
at issue here and not the ulti-
mate objective."

For local heritage advocate
David Heard, however, the ele-
phant in the room was why the
Cultural Centre was not the
home of an Aurora museum.

"History teaches, it inspires,
and hopefully tells us where
and who we are and what not
to repeat. Aurora had a plan, a
plan for a museum, a place for
our very proud history," he
said. "For decades, money was
collected from developers, citi-
zens, and many others for the
Church Street School location.
Why would they do such a
thing? Is it about money?
There is value in our heritage,
but it is just that some seem to
be blinded by a similar passion
and may fail to see the value."

BILL HOGG GEORGE HERVEY

...and the other side fought back
By Brock Weir

Before Tuesday's Council
meeting, the Aurora Cultural
Centre reached out to members
of the community to come out in
solidarity with the Centre, so it
was not surprising that those
against the termination of the
agreement filled most of the
gallery last week. 

A formal presentation of the
reasons against the termination
was made by Rob Layton, pres-
ident of the Aurora Cultural
Centre board. In his delegation to
Council, Mr. Layton said the
board was asking to work
together with Council to form a
working group to define the "pro-
tocol, plan and schedule" for
negotiating a new agreement
and avoiding the termination
before the end of March.

"Termination of the agree-
ment is not necessary to begin
negotiations," said Mr. Layton.
"Several formal and informal
ways are available of structuring
our discussions. Already the
Centre and Town Staff have
done work on key performance
indicators directed in the resolu-
tion passed last December."

Mr. Layton discounted claims
the Centre does not provide
financial reports and budgets,
arguing they provide quarterly
financial statements "with man-
agement commentary and
KPIs" to the Town, as well as
audited statements and an
annual budget. He also
addressed the argument that the
motion by Councillors Abel and
Pirri was reflective of the current
agreement and not the Centre
itself.

"The board appreciates that
Councillors and staff have con-
cerns about the agreement, and
the board has some of its own,"
he said. "But the current agree-
ment must be partially responsi-
ble for the rapid success of the
Centre. The issues are not
severe enough to terminate the
contract. 

"Given the importance and
fragility of this new Aurora asset,
we are asking you to put aside
this motion with its damaging,

premature termination of our
agreement and put forward the
discussion and negotiation
requested in last December's
resolution."

Other supporters in the

crowd were far more vehement
in their support of the Centre's
current contract and disdain for
the motion before Council.

"I don't know what is to be
gained from this termination
aside from preventing our Centre
from moving forward with future
bookings and growth from their
support base, developing their
funding, and continuing to sur-
pass their key performance indi-
cators," said Catherine Marshall
in open forum. "The Centre has
shown themselves to be very
capable of doing this under the
current agreement.

"This is a drastic measure,
slapping the face of everyone
involved in the Centre's fantastic
success. It is so disrespectful of
their commitment and work and
contractual compliance."

Supporter Patti Honey of the
York Region Quilters' Guild said
their user group believed that
seeking an early termination of
the contract suggested there
was "something wrong" at the
Centre and such a move would
"frustrate" their ability to move
forward with fundraising. She
also said, as a resident, she did
not share the concerns of some
others in the wider community
who supported the termination
notice. 

"Having had an opportunity
to read the solicitor's report
regarding the current contract,
nothing out of the ordinary

stands out. Nothing alarms me
as a taxpayer, as a resident of
Aurora, or as part of a user group
of the facility."

For Susan Walmer, as both a
supporter of the Centre and the

Aurora Historical Society, she
said she has witnessed a collab-
orative relationship between all
facets of the heritage and cultur-
al entities in Aurora. She
addressed the gap between the
Cultural Centre and an Aurora

museum in her comments.
"What I have learned from

my experience in dealing with
kids and history is that history
can be kind of boring when it sits
all by itself on display," she said.
"It becomes alive when you can
interact with it. It becomes alive
when there is something con-
nected to it in your current envi-
ronment.

"What I think is really innova-
tive and quite brilliant in terms of
what the Cultural Centre has
done is they have linked those
two together. When I have been
there for cultural events, I have
also seen collections of the
museum on display that link very
well with what is happening at
the Centre. What we have actu-
ally done is something extremely
innovative and has actually
brought history to life. It would be
a shame to take away those two
components that actually make
history more interesting to many
people here in Aurora."

ROB LAYTON CATHERINE MARSHALL

March 30, 2012
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14785 Yonge Street just north of Edward Street, Telephone: (905) 841-9500

www.edwardstreet.ca

SIMPLY IRRESISTABLE
The Finest Meat Selection in Aurora

p.e.i. blue dot beef
“absolutely outstanding”

Raised in lush seaside fields of Prince Edward Island,
these cattle deliver superior marbling as a result of longer grass

feed times and natural aging.
The Blue Dot program selects the top percentile of

Canada’s highest grade, Canadian Prime.

Norpac Natural Farmed Beef
The best exotic cattle such as Limousin and Belgian Blue

create a consistently tender product.
Norpac family beef is locally raised, air-chilled,

hormone and antibiotic free.

ALSO IN OUR
BUTCHER SHOP

Ontario fresh premium lamb

Gourmet KOBE beef and chicken burgers

Grain fed fresh and marinated chicken

Bone-in tenderloin and strip loin steaks

Wide selection of marinated meats ready for
your oven, pan or grill
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