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Showgirls Sonny, Desiree, and Karen get ready to welcome visitors to a little bit of New
Orleans Saturday night for the 12th annual Mardi Gras For Southlake, which raised funds for
the local hospital and its Stronach Regional Cancer Centre. The event, which was held at 
The Mansion  (formerly DiNardo’s), was nearly a sell-out and although final numbers weren’t
quite ready at press time, organizers said they well surpassed their goal for the 2012 
campaign. For a re-cap and photos of the festivities, please see pages 4 and 23.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

“Average” tax bills to rise $108
By Brock Weir

Councillors have approved a 4.77
per cent tax increase for Aurorans,
which results in an overall 2.41 per cent
hit on tax bills when combined with
Regional rates. 

The final approval came at last
Tuesday's Council meeting and was
passed 6 - 3, with Councillors Chris
Ballard, Evelyn Buck, and Wendy
Gaertner voting against the budget. 

The 4.77 per cent on the Town's side
of things results in a $72.1 million budg-
et which covers infrastructure such as
roads and water, as well as $49.8 million
to operate the Town's existing services,
according to Aurora treasurer Dan
Elliott. 

Based on an average Aurora home
assessed at $426,000, this increase will
result in a $72 increase on residents' tax
bills on the municipal side. Combined
with the increase from the Region of
York, the average Aurora homeowner
can expect to see a $108 increase for
2012 on their tax bill. 

"Aurora Town Council passed a fair
and responsible budget that acknowl-
edges our economic challenges while
allowing us to continue delivering the
high level of service that acknowledges

our economic challenges while allowing
us to continue delivering the high level of
service that our residents expect and
deserve," said Mayor Geoffrey Dawe in
a statement on Wednesday. "Our
Council took a very critical look at all of
our business operations to ensure that
current services are adequately funded
and prudent investments are made for
our community's future."

Tuesday’s budget approval also saw
an overall increase of 5.5 per cent on
water bills for “a typical residential cus-
tomer”, and that also includes rates for
wastewater and storm water.

Additional components that con-
tributed to the hike in the property taxes,
however, included $1.32 million for infra-
structure, including getting Leslie Street
lands ready for future employers and
businesses, road reconstruction, a con-
tribution to the Lake Simcoe Regional
Conservation Authority; $425,000 to
phase in the new crew at Central York
Fire Services; and a $208,000 contribu-
tion to the Aurora Public Library.

It was this last addition, however, that
was cited by Councillor Gaertner at
Tuesday's meeting as one of the rea-
sons she could not support the 2012
budget. 

Cultural motion
sparks war of words

By Brock Weir

The argument over the agree-
ment between the Town and the
Aurora Cultural Centre escalated
last week as the two sides argued
over the intention of a motion com-
ing before Council next week.

The battle over the Cultural
Centre began in earnest earlier
this month when Councillors John
Abel and Paul Pirri told The
Auroran they intended to put for-
ward a motion terminating the
Town's agreement with the Centre
in twelve months and working
together to come up with a new,
mutually beneficial agreement. 

Councillors Abel and Pirri said

they wanted a new agreement
which would address concerns
brought to Council this winter by
Town Solicitor Warren Mar who
identified many shortcomings in
the current agreement. These
included the fact the Centre is not
obligated to come to Council with a
budget of what they plan to do with
the public money it receives annu-
ally.

"We have received a lot of sup-
port and the overwhelming [feel-
ing] is the residents are pleased to
know that we're asking more about
how we fund the Cultural Centre,"
said Councillor Abel.

Residents have told him, he

Please see page 19

Please see page 22



RUSS! from 10 - 10.45 a.m. in the Magna Room. Join Russ Clayton for a fam-
ily-fun concert!  Russ will sing and play instruments, making this an upbeat,
high tempo musical adventure for families!  Ages: Families. Free tickets are
available in advance by contacting Polly Ross, Children Services Librarian at
905-727-9494 x208 or by emailing pross@library.on.ca.

* * * *
March Break Workshop - Cartoon Poster-Mania! Spend the afternoon

learning to draw a favourite cartoon character on a poster-sized sheet. Learn
the hints and tricks of making it authentic - by the end of the afternoon you'll
have created artwork for your walls, and a new drawing skill to use again and
again! 1 p.m. - 3.30 p.m.; children ages 7 - 12. Pre-registration required: work-
shop fee $30 includes all materials. To register contact the Centre at 905-713-
1818, or drop by. 22 Church Street; fully accessible at the north glass doors.
For info: www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or 905-713-1818.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH BREAK - MAGIC SHOW: I

LOVE TO READ! from 2 - 2.45 p.m. in the Magna Room. Join "Lofty" in this
magical and entertaining show!  A blend of magic, juggling, storytelling, jokes
and of course participation, children will have a hollering good time. Ages 6+.
Free tickets are available in advance by contacting Polly Ross, Children
Services Librarian at 905-727-9494 x208 or by emailing pross@library.on.ca.

* * * * 
March Break Workshop - Anime Basics. Learn the basics of the popular

Japanese-style animation found in print and comic books characters.
Cartooning expert Dirk Michiels will teach you the basics of drawing, colouring
and shading such characters as Naruto, Bleach, Fairy Tail, One Piece and
more. 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.; ages 11 - 15. Pre-registration required: workshop fee $35
includes all materials. To register contact the Centre at 905-713-1818, or drop
by. 22 Church Street; fully accessible at the north glass doors. For info:
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

THURSDAY, MARCH 15
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH BREAK - CINDY COOK

FROM POLKA DOT DOOR from 10 - 10.45 a.m. in the Magna Room. The Sing
and Spell Show with Cindy Cook from Polka Dot Door. In this musical partici-
pation concert, Cindy will use puppets, songs, spelling games, riddles and dif-
ferent languages to show children that reading is FUN! Ages 3-6. Free tickets
are available in advance by contacting Polly Ross, Children Services Librarian
at 905-727-9494 x208 or by emailing pross@library.on.ca.

FRIDAY, MARCH 16
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH BREAK - ANIMALS @ THE

LIBRARY from 10 - 11 a.m. in the Magna Room. WHIMZ Animal Fun!  Join us
for this fun, dynamic and educational presentation about the animals you may
or may not see in your backyard!  What animals will WHIMZ bring? Come and
see for yourself! Ages 7+. Free tickets are available in advance by contacting
Polly Ross, Children Services Librarian at 905-727-9494 x208 or by emailing
pross@library.on.ca.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21
Jacqueline Stuart will lead a heritage discussion entitled "The Worst Place

Inside the Corporation" at the Aurora Cultural Centre at 7 p.m. Where in Aurora
could this building - and area - possibly be? Admission by donation is grateful-
ly received. Light refreshments are provided.

* * * * 
Community Living Newmarket/Aurora District will be presenting its 2012

Community Service Award to Peter Miller, owner/operator, of McDonald's
Restaurants of P. G. Miller Enterprises Limited at the Association's 10th Annual
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COMING EVENTS
JANUARY 28 - APRIL 22

Kleinburg's McMichael Gallery presents The McMichael Tree Project, a
celebration of the artistic, cultural, and natural aspects of the tree with two
breathtaking exhibitions, special installations, and a variety of programs. The
programs start today and conclude on Earth Day, April 22. The McMichael
Canadian Art Collection is located at 10365 Islington Avenue in Kleinburg. For
more information call 905-893-1121.

FEBRUARY 9 - MAY 5
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Under Sacred Skies; panoramic oil

paintings by Michael Fromowitz in the Great Hall Gallery. Artist Reception
February 18, 1 - 4 p.m.; all welcome. Continues through until May 5; Gallery
Hours Tuesday - Saturday, 1 - 4 p.m. and during special events; free admission.
22 Church Street; wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For info please call
905-713-1818, or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23
The Optimist Club of Aurora will host its annual chess tournament for stu-

dents in Aurora, Newmarket, Keswick, Richmond Hill, Vaughan, and Markham
today beginning at 8.45 a.m. to 3.15 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion. 105
Industrial Parkway North. For more information, contact the Optimists at 905-
841-2722.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
Bowl for Kids Sake 2012 will take place today at the Gateway Café and

Lanes at 1 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. Five and 10 Pin lanes are available. Call 905-
716-2149 for more information. Pledge forms, location maps, fundraising tips
and event updates can be found online at www.bbbsy.ca.

* * * * 
Aurora Farmer's Market at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street;

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Favourite market vendors with a wide selection of produce,
bakery fare, jams & jellies, artisan goods - and more! Free admission. 22
Church Street; wheelchair accessible at north entrance.

* * * * 
History Hands-On (H2O) in Winter at the Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum.

12 noon - 4 p.m. Visit the Log Cabin and try your hand at some Pioneer chores.
Help prepare treats in the Farmhouse kitchen and complete your lessons on a
slate in the 19th century classroom.  Admission is free, donations gratefully
accepted. 14732 Woodbine Avenue, Gormley.

* * * * 
Residents are invited to participate in the Freezin' for a Reason Polar Dip

to raise money to protect the Lake Simcoe Watershed. Participants must raise
at least $200 per person in pledges or $600 for a team of four. Organizers
promise awards for top fundraising individuals and teams, as well as for the
"zaniest individual and team costume." To sign up, visit
www.lakesimcoefoundation.ca and click on Events. The goal is to raise at least
$150,000 to "ensure our air, land and water are cleaner and greener for future
generations to enjoy."

* * * * 
Musicians from The Piano Studio in both Aurora and Newmarket will hold

a gala concert in aid of an African children's charity tonight at 6.30 at
Newmarket Theatre. Tickets are still available for purchase and can be
reserved in person at The Piano Store in Aurora at 255 Industrial Parkway
South, Unit 2, by calling 905-727-5582, online at www.thepianostudio.com, or
at their Newmarket location at 69 Davis Drive.

FRIDAY, MARCH 2
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Jane Bunnett Live in Concert with

Very Special Guest Hilario Duran. Bunnett, a Member of the Order of Canada,
is renowned for her Cuban roots-inspired and Latin Contemporary Jazz styles.
She is joined by dazzling pianist Hilario Duran at the piano. This duo was
recently nominated for a Juno Award for their album Cuban Rhapsody - don't
miss their Aurora debut! Tickets, $32, are available over the phone with a cred-
it card, or in person at the Centre. 22 Church Street; fully accessible at the
north glass doors. For info: www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

SUNDAY, MARCH 4
FREE Children's March Break Workshop. "Pioneer Ways in Sewing" -

Learn to Stitch from Master Quilter Angela Krotowski, from basic stitches,
completing a heritage knot to creating your own quilted heart fabric block to
take home. No charge; pre-registration required as class size is limited.
Intended for children ages 7 and up. Two time slots to choose from:  1p.m. -
2.30 p.m., and 2.30 p.m. - 4 p.m. To register contact the Centre at 
905-713-1818, or drop by 22 Church Street; fully accessible at the north glass
doors. For info: www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre will present a "Tea and Pamper" event today

from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  Come and be pampered with manicures, massages,
reiki,  pedicures,  foot baths,  reflexology and much much more!   Tickets cost
$10 each and are available at the Centre, 90 John West Way, Aurora, from
February 1st.  Everyone welcome!

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7
The Aurora Public Library presents Money Talk$: Can We Succeed in the

Bond Market? Money Talk$ is a free monthly discussion group to exchange
ideas and unbiased financial planning information. The presentation begins at
7 p.m. in the Library's Magna Room, and will be followed by a question and
answer session. No financial products or services will be offered or sold. To
pre-register, contact the Aurora Public Library's Adult Information Desk 
by calling 905-727-9493 and select option 4, or email fryork-mon-
eytalks@yahoo.com.

MONDAY, MARCH 12
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH BREAK - SUPER SCIENCE

from 2 - 2.45 p.m. in the Magna Room. Bubbling potions, air pressure experi-
ments, cool chemical reactions and more! Come out for this Super Science
program that will both entertain and educate children. Ages 7+. Free tickets are
available in advance by contacting Polly Ross, Children Services Librarian at
905-727-9494 x 208 or by emailing pross@library.on.ca.

MARCH 12 - 14
March Break Workshop Papier-Mache - The Ultimate Craft! Register now

for this fabulous March Break 3-morning activity in order to create a project
from start to finish. Choose from 3 projects - a monster, an animal or a décor
piece for your room. Learn to build the form using easy household supplies.
Bring a paint shirt, sketchbook and snack each day as well as your imagina-
tion!  Pre-registration required - workshop requires all 3 mornings to complete
the project. 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon each day; intended for children ages 6 - 12.
Workshop fee $75 includes all materials. To register contact the Centre at 905
713-1818, or drop by. 22 Church Street; fully accessible at the north glass
doors. For info: www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

MARCH 12 - 16
The Aurora United Church hosts "Around the World With Jesus" a March

Break Vacation Bible Camp from March 12 through March 16. Sessions run
from 8.30 a.m. to noon for kids ages five to 12. Activities include movies, crafts,
snacks, games, and music and registration is $25 per child. To register, call the
Aurora United church at 905-727-1935.

TUESDAY, MARCH 13
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH BREAK - MUSIC WITH
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Tribute Dinner.   The Dinner will be held on Wednesday, March 21, 2012, at 6
p.m., The Manor, Carrying Place Golf & Country Club, Kettleby.  Cost:  $125
per person.  Reserved table of eight:  $1,000.  Proceeds in support of
Community Living Newmarket/Aurora District.  For tickets call: 905-898-3000
ext. 253 or visit www.clnad.com.

FRIDAY, MARCH 23
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Soyeon Lee (www.soyeonlee.com),

part of the Great Artist Piano Series. Winner of the prestigious Naumburg
International Piano Competition, Ms. Lee will present "An Invitation to the
Dance" program to includes works by Bartok, Schumann, Liszt and Albeniz.
Individual tickets $30 adult /$25 seniors and students, plus HST.  Doors open
at 7 p.m.; concert at 8 p.m. General Admission seating. Tickets are available
over the phone with a credit card, or in person at the Centre. 22 Church Street;
fully accessible at the north glass doors. For info: www.auroraculturalcentre.ca
or call 905-713-1818.

SUNDAY, MARCH 25
The Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum will host a pancake brunch today from

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Celebrate the end of winter at this delicious event hosted by
the Founding Friends of the Museum.  Enjoy a pancake and ham brunch
topped off with locally-produced maple syrup. Also join us for a fun and enthu-
siastic reading of Eric Carle's children's book Pancakes, Pancakes! by local
story-teller Susan Murray.  Interactive readings at 10. 45 a.m. & 1.30 p.m.  Drop
in readings between noon & 1 p.m.Cost: $6 for adults, $3 for children under 12.

TUESDAY, MARCH 27
The Aurora Public Library presents MEDIEVAL STAINED GLASS from 7 -

8 p.m. In the Middle Ages, stained glass windows decorated churches and
cathedrals.  The light streams through in different colours for a beautiful glow.
In this exciting workshop, we will replicate stained glass by using tissue paper
to create our own Medieval windows. Ages 7+. Registration is $7.50. For more
information contact Polly Ross, Children Services Librarian at 905-727-9494
x208 or by emailing pross@library.on.ca.

MARCH 29 - APRIL 1
Every three minutes another Canadian is faced with fighting cancer.

Throughout April, volunteers in Aurora and across Ontario will be working
together to raise funds for the Canadian Cancer Society during Daffodil Month.
Join the fight against cancer March 29 until April 1. Buy daffodils for $7 a bunch
or two bunches for $12 at Metro, Real Canadian Superstore, Sobeys, LCBO,
and No Frills and unite behind those living with cancer. Daffodil pins are also
available for a donation throughout the month. Money raised during Daffodil
Month helps the Society do everything it can to prevent cancer, fund research
to outsmart cancer and empower, inform and support people living with can-
cer right here in Aurora. Visit fightback.ca or call 905-830-0447 ext. 3833 for
more information about Daffodil Month, daffodil sales locations, where to get
your daffodil pin or to volunteer. 
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WHO WILL MAKE THE TRUSTEE CUT?

There was a vacancy to fill and 20 people heard the call,
submitting their applications to take over the position left by
York Region District School Board trustee Gord Kerr. Mr. Kerr
served as Trustee for Aurora-King until his resignation last
month citing work commitments.  Opting not to hold a by-elec-
tion to fill Mr. Kerr's seat, the York Region District School Board
accepted applications online and in person until last Monday.
According to Lisa Reinhardt of the School Board, 20 
applications were received. One, however, was automatically
deemed ineligible arriving after the 4 p.m. deadline. 

Candidates who make the cut will have their chance to
make their case to citizens at large at a public board meeting
on Tuesday, February 28 at 7 p.m. at the Board Offices on
Wellington Street, just west of Yonge Street.

GIRLS NIGHT OUT!

Girls just want to have fun and International Women's Day
will be marked March 6 with "Girls Night Out!", an event to 
benefit Belinda's Place Women's Shelter, and the Women's
Centre of York Region. Women of York Region are invited to the
festivities,  hosted by New Roads Automotive, at 7 p.m. at
18100 Yonge Street in Newmarket.

Billed as a "fun, social, and inspirational evening spotlight-
ing various community based businesses and services geared
towards women", admission is free and donations are encour-
aged. Organizers encourage donations of grocery and depart-
ment store gift cards, scent-free feminine hygiene products
such as soap, shampoo and cosmetics, school supplies for
students of all ages, toilet paper and paper towels, storage
containers, household cleaning supplies, and diapers. 

To register for Girls Night Out, call 1-800-306-7697, 
email events@newroadsgm.com, or visit www.newroads.ca/
girlsnightout.
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Swans tagged by Aurora scientist Harry Lumsden
(inset) are seen paddling around a local pond over
the summer. Mr. Lumsden will receive the
Lieutenant-Governor’s Ontario Heritage Award this
Friday for his work in bringing the species back to
Ontario. Auroran photos by David Falconer

Staff cleared to speak about lawsuit meeting
By Brock Weir 

When Aurora resident
George Hervey’s lawsuit
against former mayor Phyllis
Morris is heard in the
Newmarket courts this
August, the Town’s CAO and
Clerk are now free to testify
on the meeting which led up
to her now discontinued
defamation case.

Last week, Councillors
voted to waive the confiden-
tiality “with respect to any
verbal or written testimony
regarding the closed session
Council meeting of
September 14, 2010” for
CAO Neil Garbe and clerk
John Leach.

“There is an ongoing mat-
ter right now with regards to
Hervey v. Morris, the
[Municipal Conflict of Interest
Act] application that the Town
is absolutely not a party to,”
Town Solicitor Warren Mar
told The Auroran. “The fact
that confidentiality has been
waived with regards to Mr.
Garbe and Mr. Leach would
presumably allow them to
speak to that if they were
called upon for something
like that, or anything else in
the future really.

“It just allows them to ask
questions about what 
happened that night.”

In his lawsuit, Aurora resi-
dent George Hervey alleges
that Ms. Morris breached the
Municipal Conflict of Interest
Act while mayor by not dis-
closing “her pecuniary inter-
est in the anticipated action
at the Closed Session” meet-
ing in question, after which
Councillors directed the
Town Solicitor to address
online blog postings Ms.
Morris alleged defamed her.

What resulted was her $6
million defamation lawsuit

against local bloggers Bill
Hogg, Richard Johnson, and
Elizabeth Bishenden,
among others, for the posts
on the Aurora Citizen web-
site. Ms. Morris claimed that
the three named in the legal
proceedings had information
related to the identities of
the anonymous posters who
made the “defamatory” 
postings.

After Ms. Morris’ lawsuit
was launched in October
2010, Mr. Hervey launched
his the following spring,
alleging Ms. Morris
breached the act. Ms. Morris

rejected the claim and her
lawyer said it would be 
vigorously fought.

If Mr. Hervey’s lawsuit is
successful, Ms. Morris would
not be allowed to seek office
on a council or public board,
as defined under the act, for
seven years. He is also
seeking that costs spent by
the Town on Ms. Morris's
lawsuit be repaid.

Councillors voted 6 – 3 in
favour of waiving the confi-
dentiality with Councillors
Chris Ballard, Wendy
Gaertner and John Gallo
voting against the motion.

Hervey v. Morris is cur-
rently scheduled to be heard
in the Newmarket courts on
August 17.

Aurora scientist wins Lt. Governor’s Award
By Brock Weir

Aurora researcher Harry
Lumsden will receive the
L i e u t e n a n t - G ove r n o r ' s
Ontario Heritage Award this
week for his work with trum-
peter swans. 

The Scotland-born Mr.
Lumsden, a retired research
scientist with the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources
was cited by Lieutenant-
Governor David Onley and
the Ontario Heritage Trust for
his work in reintroducing the
swans to Ontario. He was
nominated by the Town of
Aurora. 

"Harry Lumsden is
respected worldwide for his
work in rehabilitating trum-
peter swan populations in
central Ontario," said the
Ontario Heritage Trust in his
citation. "He continues to tag,
track and organize data per-
taining to trumpeter swans in
Ontario and opens his
Trumpeter Swan Gardens to
the public. He is a member of
the Order of Canada and a
recipient of the Distinguished
Ornithologist Award."

After settling in Canada
after the Second World War,
Mr. Lumsden began his work
as with the Ministry in 1948.
He initiated a project to rein-
troduce trumpeter swans to
Ontario in 1982, hatching
cygnets in incubators and

using mute swans to raise
them in local waters. 

After retiring from the
Ministry in 1988, Mr. Lumsden
arranged with the department
to continue his work with the
birds. Made a Member of the
Order of Canada for his work
with the swans in 2004, this is
the latest in a long line of
accolades he has received for
his conservation and preser-
vation initiatives. 

Speaking to The Auroran,
Mr. Lumsden said the swan
project stemmed from discus-
sions between the Ministry
and the Canadian Wildlife
Service on endangered and
lost species. The project
snowballed, and the more he
learned about the trumpeter
swans the more he wanted -
and still wants - to know.

"I am very interested in
what trumpeter swans are
doing about snapping turtles,"
he said. "They stomp on them
and they make them let go of
the cygnet they are trying to
eat and the cygnet gets away
and lives. When they're in
pairs the two that are in the
pair cry alternately and this
warns all the other trumpeters
about that there is danger
around. Parents do it when
we try to catch cygnets to
band them. The pair I have
here is a wild pair and they do
it when a strange dog comes
in here.

"I have tried to understand
this and what stimulates them
to do it."

When asked what keeps
him coming back to the trum-
peter swan year-in and year-
out, Mr. Lumsden said there is
still much to do.

"We keep going around
and banding them and putting
wing tags on them and from
this we get movement infor-
mation and that kind of thing,"
he says. "In 2010 pair of our
marked swans turned up in
Quebec around Lake Abitibi

and nested up there. Then
they came down 840 kilome-
tres from there to La Salle
Park in Burlington where they
wintered with their cygnets.
They went back in 2011 and
came down again. 

"They're tough. That 840
kilometres is not all that much
for a swan."

Mr. Lumsden is slated to
receive his award from the
Lieutenant-Governor Friday in
a ceremony at Queen's Park
on the Grand Staircase at 5
p.m. 
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Brock’s Banter
By BROCK WEIR

100 Watts 
By Christopher Watts

Editorial
Brock Weir 

brock@auroran.com

It was a night of laughter, good cheer, and reflection
at The Manor on Saturday night as residents from Aurora
and all over York Region came to celebrate Mardi Gras
for Southlake.

The Industrial Parkway banquet centre played host to
a nearly sold out crowd of revellers in various states of
dress -  from Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and his other region-
al counterparts in full court dress as the Kings and
Queen of Mardi Gras, to showgirls, to people in body
paint - took part to raise money for the local hospital and
cancer centre. 

Featuring performances from the Thursday Night Jam
Band and a fleet of dancers from the Aurora Aerials
acrobats and dancers from the Jaymor School of
Dancing (today's Mardi Gras grew from a fundraiser for
the school) organizers said although the final numbers
were not quite tallied at press time organizers said they
had well surpassed their goal for the event.

Saturday's event was the culmination of several festiv-
ities that took place across the community over the last
two months including a casino night and efforts from
many area restaurants offering up a taste of the Big
Easy. 

While party goers had a great time on the weekend
enjoying good food, drink, music, and strolling a recre-
ation of Bourbon Street to get their faces painted, their
tarot cards read, or to browse countless items donated
for a silent auction, there was also a moment of reflec-
tion for local real estate agent and active community
fundraiser Marilyn Redvers.

Ms. Redvers succumbed to cancer last year, and
Saturday's event was especially poignant as it was at
last year's event that Marilyn took to the podium to share
her story. 

"She was here with us and shared with us about her
cancer treatment and how well she was treated at
Southlake," recalled Mardi Gras emcee and Toronto
radio host Gord James. "She said, 'My initial reaction
was fear, disbelief, denial, shock, and sadness. That was
the first 30 seconds. Then I thought if I had to deal with
this in my life I could get treatment in my own communi-
ty.'

"We're all fortunate to have this world class facility in
our own back yard. Marilyn Redvers left an imprint on
these communities that will never fade."

Mr. James' remarks were followed by a video tribute to
Marilyn which featured music, photos of her with her
family and friends. It also included a special message
from Dave Williams, President and CEO of the Southlake
Regional Health Centre.

In his message, Mr. Williams recognized Marilyn's
"deep commitment to her community and our hospital."

"Marilyn's courage and commitment to Southlake
mobilized so many through her long history of donating a
portion of her sales to Southlake to her challenge to
Mardi Gras guests last year, and finally her family's trib-
ute to Marilyn through Team Redvers at the A & B
Courier Run for Southlake last year.

"We're all indeed fortunate to live in a community
enriched by the life of Marilyn Redvers and on behalf of
the Southlake Family it is my pleasure to recognize and
thank Marilyn for her legacy. Marilyn would want us to
celebrate her accomplishments tonight and continue to
make a difference in the community as she did."

Judging by the crowd at The Mansion and readiness
of revellers to put their money where their mouths are on
Saturday, I think they did Marilyn proud. 

For a special visual look at Mardi Gras for Southlake
2012, please see Page 23.

Brock’s Banter: 
Mardi Gras edition

Agreements, like the one between the Town of Aurora and
the Aurora Cultural Centre, are not indefinite but subject to
diligent review.

Recently the Town of Aurora's solicitor reviewed that
agreement and deemed it not to be in the Town's interest.

What obligation does the Town have to continue said
agreement with receipt of this damning report?

What precedent will be set should council choose to
ignore the legal opinion on which they hold so dear?

I do not agree that spending $500,000+ annually on such
a political football constitutes cultural programming that will
put Aurora on any cultural map.

To submit a letter to the editor 
please send your email to letters@auroran.com

Employees dressed as iconic Mounties, Aboriginals, and lumberjacks are seen above on a float honour-
ing the Coronation of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth (later the Queen Mother). This float, decorat-
ed with flags, pennants, and emblems of the day, was especially commissioned for a parade on May 12,
1937 to mark the Coronation and their photograph was taken outside the Sisman Shoe Factory. George
VI and Queen Elizabeth, parents of the reigning queen, were crowned at Westminster Abbey that 
morning, having succeeded to the throne following the abdication of his brother, Edward VIII, to marry
Wallis Simpson. If you recognize the men above, please email letters@auroran.com.

Photo courtesy of the Aurora Historical Society

Reader “congratulates” MP 
on gun legislation...

To the editor:

Congratulations to the
brave freedom fighters of the
Harper Government who
have turned back the clock
on gun control and returned
the right to citizens to own as
many rifles as they like with-
out having to register them. 

It must have taken much
steely resolve to ignore
Canada's chiefs of police,
complaining that they will
have to send their officers
into potentially life threaten-
ing situations without a reli-
able database to confirm
whether or not there may be
weapons on the scene. After
all, fourteen of the sixteen
police officers shot and killed

in Canada between 1998
and 2009 were shot with
long guns. 

Your political will must be
strong not to heed empirical
evidence of harm reduction
and turn a deaf ear to the
pleas of victims of domestic
violence, just to implement a
policy adopted as a vote-
splitting wedge issue which
will put hundreds of innocent
lives at risk and provide no
benefit beyond appealing to
your party base.

Perhaps your government
can use its sweeping man-
date earned with the support
of 39.6% of Canadian voters
in the last election to pres-
sure other levels of govern-
ment to do away with other

annoying restrictions on our
freedoms.

I find it most egregious
that I am compelled by the
Ontario government to regis-
ter my automobiles every
year at a cost of $74 per car.
The Town of Aurora charges
me $40 to register my dog
and $20 for each of my cats.
There was no cost to gun
owners to register their rifles,
which pose a somewhat
greater threat to public safe-
ty than the two cats that
don't leave my house, but it
was still too great an
infringement on the rights of
gun enthusiasts to register

their rifles one time only at
no cost to them. 

Respecting this logic, why
should honest, law-abiding
cat owners continue to be
treated like criminals? I have
yet to hear of a case of homi-
cide involving a housecat as
the murder weapon. 

Please use the mighty
mandate of the Harper
Government to pressure
Aurora Town Council to
change its bylaws and
restore our right to freely
keep pets.

Richard Leroux
Aurora

Aurora resident Eileen MacDonald submitted these
photos to The Auroran last week of she and her late
husband arriving to their wedding reception 72
years ago, which was held at an Aurora landmark
that has been in the headlines over the last few
months. Looking at the mix of still existent and
long-vanished buildings in the photo, can you
guess where the photos were taken? Send your
suggestions to letters@auroran.com.
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By STEPHEN SOMERVILLE

Front Porch
Perspective

Last week, our government introduced the Protecting Canada's
Immigration System Act. 

Canada has the most fair and generous immigration system in
the world; however, Canadians have no tolerance for those who
abuse our generosity and who take unfair advantage of our coun-
try. The Protecting Canada's Immigration System Act is the latest
step taken by our Conservative government to ensure that our
immigration system is no longer being abused by foreign criminals,
bogus refugee claimants and human smugglers. 

The legislation will make Canada's refugee system faster and
fairer. It will put a stop to foreign criminals, human smugglers and
bogus refugees receiving lucrative taxpayer-funded health and
social benefits.  At the same time, this bill will provide protection
more quickly to those who are truly in need. 

This bill sends a message to those who would abuse Canada's
generous asylum system that if you are not in need of protection,
you will be sent home quickly. Combined with our previous
Balanced Refugee Reform Act legislation, the provinces and territo-
ries are expected to save in the range of $1.65 billion over five years
in social assistance and education costs.  

I have received a considerable number of emails and call on Bill
C-30, the Protecting Children from Internet Predators Act. I appreci-
ate everyone who has taken the time to share their thoughts with
me on this legislation. 

I agree revisions are needed and will personally be advocating
for changes on your behalf, however, I want to point out some facts

about the bill. 
Currently, Canada's laws do not adequately protect children

from exploitation online. Canadian authorities operate with investiga-
tive powers largely developed in the days of rotary telephones.
Rapid changes in technology without the commensurate changes
to provide law enforcement and national security agencies with the
tools they need to deal with crime and national security threats have
made it increasingly difficult for authorities to conduct investigations.
While technology has advanced significantly over the past four
decades, the legal frameworks and investigative processes avail-
able to law enforcement, the Canadian Security Intelligence Service
(CSIS) and the Competition Bureau have not kept pace with this
evolution.  

Bill C-30 is designed to equip these authorities with the tools they
need to ensure criminals and terrorist groups do not exploit modern
communication technologies to hide their illegal activities. 

It was just earlier this month that hundreds of child sexual
exploitation charges were laid against dozens of people across
Ontario in what is believed to be the largest such investigation in the
province's history. Internet sexual predators prey on the most vulner-
able people in our society and as a community we need to do all we
can to protect our children from these harmful individuals.

It is important however, that we fix our laws while striking the right
balance when it comes to protecting the privacy of everyday
Canadians. 

There is nothing in this Bill that allows police to access an indi-

vidual's private conversations or follow a person's activities on the
web. 

It is important to note that personal information such as an 
individual's name and address is already available; much of it
through a telephone directory. Telecommunications service
providers already provide basic subscriber information to designat-
ed police, CSIS and Competition Bureau officials upon request
under existing legislation. Bill C-30 actually tightens up protections
for the release of this information.

Let me be perfectly clear: Under Bill-30 police cannot 
intercept emails or web history without a warrant.

Judicial oversight is in place and no individual's privacy will be
intruded upon without judicial authorization.

Bill C-30 has been sent directly to Committee for a full and wide-
ranging examination of the best way to do what is best to protect
children. 

We need to find the right balance for all Canadians. 
I encourage you to forward your suggestions for improvement to

my office by phone at 905-953-7515, by email at
lois.brown@parl.gc.ca, by fax to 905-953-7527, or in person or mail
to 16600 Bayview Avenue, Suite 206, Newmarket, Ontario L3X
1Z9.  Copies of the legislation are also available through my office.
I assure you all feedback will be forwarded to the Minister of Public
Safety for due consideration. It is an honour and privilege to serve
the residents of Newmarket and Aurora and I am always at your
service.

Last week I attended the provincial Progressive Conservative
Party Annual General Meeting in Niagara Falls.

Well over one thousand delegates plus hundreds of
observers, members of the press and volunteers also attended. 

The Newmarket-Aurora riding was well represented by a full
delegate contingent, lead by our MPP Frank Klees. 

Party conventions are a time to renew friendships, share gos-
sip, discuss campaign strategy, visit the cornucopia of hospitality
suites and oh yes, before I forget, maybe talk a little policy.

The nature and tone of this meeting was quite different than
the provincial party get-together held last year in Ottawa.

At that meeting, as the party was getting ready to enter into an
election campaign, people were very interested in discussing pol-
icy and what the final platform would look like.

Fast forward to this February and the only question on peo-
ple's minds was whether or not PC Leader Tim Hudak would win
his Leadership Review.

The party constitution dictates that after every election in
which the party did not form government that an automatic
Leadership Review occur. 

Mr. Hudak did win the review vote with a mandate of almost
79%.

Another interesting element during the weekend was the
speech that Mr. Hudak made just before the leadership vote. 

The speech struck the right tone: some contrition for the way
that the campaign was managed and organized, with not enough
emphasis placed on providing a positive message and that the

central campaign spent too much time on secondary issues
instead of focusing on the economy.

Mr. Hudak promised that the next campaign - which could
come at anytime as we are in a minority government situation -
would concentrate on growth and jobs.

All in all, a good speech.
With the leadership question out of the way, the party can now

get on with the work of strengthening itself; recruiting new party
members, raising funds and developing policy alternatives for the
next election.

I am very interested to see how the Party develops these pol-
icy alternatives.

Little was said during the Annual General Meeting about how
the party would develop policy for the next election. My hope is
that all party members will have the opportunity for their say.

Back in the 1990's the party developed a plan that was dis-
cussed and debated within the various riding associations, and
then at regional policy workshops before final resolutions were
adopted after rigorous debates at a provincial wide policy meet-
ing. These final policy resolutions became part of the party's plat-
form.

Party volunteers were energized, as they had the opportunity
to make and influence party policy. This certainly did not mean
that they won everything that they wanted - as the Leader and his
campaign team craft a campaign strategy and theme out of the
policy resolutions - but the grass roots were consulted, and lis-
tened to.

What this writer will be watching most closely for though is the
type of platform that is ultimately introduced to the electorate.

It will be interesting to see what Mr. Hudak and his team
decide to do next time. Will the party be "gun shy" from introduc-
ing a platform that addresses some controversial topics because
of what took place in the fall of 2007; the PC electoral disaster
because of the "faith based" issue?

Will it be a small "c" conservative platform. Or yet still, a policy
document that is focused on the centre of the political spectrum? 

So, why is all this important to me here in Aurora in the winter
of 2012?

It is important for the simple reason that a democracy best
functions when you have Opposition parties that are ready and
able to potentially govern.

Knowing that the other guy can do the job is a great way to
keep the incumbents on their toes.

This is especially important now, given the state and the chal-
lenges in our economy.

By proposing detailed and well thought out policy alternatives,
hopefully it will provide voters with that most important commodi-
ty when they next enter the provincial ballot booth: a clear choice
between all the political parties.

Next column: The Drummond Report

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Lois Brown
Ottawa Update

By LOIS BROWN 
MP Newmarket-Aurora 
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

A TRUE STORY 
“A few weeks ago a car swerved into my lane while 

I was driving home from dinner with my parents. Lucky
for us, I was well prepared. Young Drivers of Canada,
you saved our lives!”

Other drivers make mistakes. Knowing how to drive
safely means having the skills to react to the unexpect-
ed. We teach these live-saving skills everyday. Trust
Young Drivers of Canada to prepare the new driver in
your family for the road ahead.

NEXT COURSE STARTS: 
FEBRUARY 25TH
TWO WEEKENDS

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store
www.thelightspot.ca

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

Buck says “no” to maintaining Cultural “status quo”

To the editor:

An open letter to Aurora
councillors:

I believe that arts, culture
and heritage are extremely
important in the Town of
Aurora.  I understand that the
Town's service agreement with
the Aurora Cultural Centre has
two years left, and that
Councillors Abel and Pirri are
asking that the Town cancel this
contract!  

First of all, a contract is a
contract.  It's an agreement.
What type of message would it
give for the Town of Aurora to
break an agreement?

Apart from that, the intro-
duction into Aurora of a state-

of-the-art Cultural Centre has
been a great advancement for
the Town.  First we received a
lovely, modern library.  Next a
beautifully restored heritage
building opened as a modern,
impressive Cultural Centre.
This is something to be proud
of and excited about.  And
make no mistake - that is exact-
ly how countless Aurorans view
the Cultural Centre. 

If such a move were to be
considered, the residents and
taxpayers of Aurora have a
right to be involved in such a
decision.  This is not something
that should be hurried through
in a cowardly manner.

Kathryn Lloyd
Aurora

Concert performer was impressed by Centre
To the editor:

I was recently approached to
do a "SchoolHouse Concert" at
The Auroran Cultural Centre. 

I'm an
actress/singer/songwriter, living
in Newmarket for the past six
years, and professionally based
in Toronto. I also have a school for
teaching Beginner Ukulele
Workshops called UKEOLOGY:
the art of ukulele and had previ-
ously given a workshop at the
Aurora Public Library - this is how
the folks at the Centre were
acquainted with me. 

I had never been to the

Centre, and thus didn't really
know what to expect. But I con-
fess that on being asked to book
my Solo Ukulele Show, I was
thrilled just to hear about an
acceptable venue in my own
community and not in downtown
Toronto. I was even more thrilled
at first sight, on arriving at the
venue on the day of the concert.
The building itself is exquisitely
restored, as elegant and sophisti-
cated as any of the historical
buildings in the Distillery District of
Toronto, with a lovely art gallery
on the main floor. 

Jane Taylor and David
Partridge were incredibly helpful

Cultural changes should 
not be “hurried”: reader

To the editor:

The Board of the Culture
Centre is rallying another letter
writing campaign to preserve
their status quo.

The tradition in Aurora and
elsewhere is if an appointed
board finds itself in conflict with
the elected body, they do the
honourable thing, acknowl-
edge the authority of Town
Council and resign.

Not this lot. Oh, dear me,

no. They are ready to put up 
a fight.

Of course, half their battle
is won when the question is
asked in Council "What would
people think of a Town that 
didn't honour its agreements?” 

Minus the requirement for
decorum in a council meeting,
I would answer:

"Dear God ... what would
they think if they knew you
were honouring a half-assed
agreement that siphons half a

million dollars as a year out of
tax revenues to pay for free art
shows, sing-along and con-
certs for the elites to enjoy at
taxpayers' expense?"

Readers may be interested
in the following figures: 

In 2009 the town trans-
ferred $259,000 in tax rev-
enues to the Cultural Centre.
A matching sponsorship of
$50,000 was included. That
was $309,000 handed to them
for the fourth quarter of the first

year in operation. 
Maintenance and upkeep

for the building totals $147,000
a year.

With $3 million dollars
spent in renovations, the build-
ing was leased to an unac-
countable board for $1.00 a
year. In 2010, the amount of
taxes transferred was
$343,000. Maintenance and
upkeep for the  year $147,000.
Again, rent was $1.00 a year.

In 2011, taxes transferred

were $347,000, maintenance
and upkeep probably
$150,000. Again rent of $1.00
a year.   

In 2012, the budget pro-
poses the amount to be trans-
ferred from taxes will be
$353,000.  Maintenance and
upkeep will be in excess of
$150,000. The lease will still be
$1.00.

Revenues from activities
will no doubt add substantially
to the munificence of the

Town's largesse. 
Money flowing freely from

the town treasury to the Culture
Centre, and benefits in kind, will
not fall far short of three million
dollars.

The Town solicitor has
reviewed the agreement and
finds nothing to commend it.  

Expenditures for all other
leisure and recreation pro-
grams in the Town are close to
five and a half million dollars a
year. Revenue realised from
user fees covers expenditures. 

I need no financial advisor
to tell me something is serious-
ly skewed in that equation.

Neither am I persuaded the
inequity should continue for
longer than it takes to say NO. 

Some residents believe their
neighbours should shoulder
this exorbitant tax burden for
this facility and programs pro-
vided therein. 

It may come as no surprise
to learn, I do not.

And I speak for others
besides myself.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
Aurora

in publicizing my event and set-
ting up the concert venue for my
evening's performance, and all of
their support staff were equally
gracious. The promotional flyers
were beautifully designed, and
clearly there is a hard-working
marketing department, because I
had almost a full house. 

The concert hall is warm and
intimate and beautifully suited for
musical performance.  I've been
working in theatre, film, TV, radio,
and recording studios for 30
years, and I can truly say that I
would rate the Aurora Cultural
Centre as one of my top five
favourite venues in Canada. Their

in-house concerts elicit an inter-
ested, loyal, eclectic audience
that clearly embraces new and
different musical experiences. I
hope to see the SchoolHouse
Concert Series flourish, and can't
wait to attend upcoming con-
certs, as well as return again with
my own.  

However, I have come to
understand that several council-
lors will be placing a motion this
week to terminate the agreement
between the Town and the
Centre. I am shocked at this
news, and feel that this would be
somewhat of a tragedy, a very
sad loss. There is a desperate

need in this community for
sophisticated artistic venues that
can match what you find in down-
town Toronto, and we have one
right here in Aurora. 

Please let's give this one the
attention it deserves, and make
sure that it continues to thrive. I for
one felt very proud to be a part of
their music series, and truly hope
to continue my relationship with
the Centre.

Judy Marshak
Newmarket

Reader watched as owl lost golf course home
To the editor:

Two weeks ago, when the
first monumental maple
came crashing down meters
from our home, this barred
owl flew to safety; however, it
sat disoriented, on the same
branch for the entire day,
amidst the chain-saws,
trucks and bulldozers as
more and more majestic
trees (many over 100 years
old) continuously came thud-

ding down.  
The destruction of hun-

dreds of large, mature oaks,
beeches and maples, as well
as innumerable smaller
trees, has been incessant
over the past weeks.  Entire
swaths of forest were razed,
wild animals lost their habitat
and neighbours returned
home to find the view from
their property irreversibly
changed from a healthy,
vibrant woodlot to a bull-

dozed mud field. 
All of this happened on

the supposedly protected
Oak Ridges Moraine.  All of
this happened in Aurora.  All
of this happened on Beacon
Hall Golf Course.  

All of this was allowed by
York Region, which boasts of
its Greening Strategy, with
programmes for children to
plant saplings for a greener
community.  All of this was
allowed by the Town of
Aurora, as its tree by-law cur-
rently exempts golf courses
from needing a permit to
remove trees.

If you care about the envi-
ronment and want to help
prevent the re-occurrence of
such devastation in Aurora,
or if you have a totally differ-
ent perspective, please come
to a meeting at the Aurora
Town Hall on March 5, 7 - 9
p.m.  We will discuss the cur-

rent tree permit by-law and
recommendations for
change. 

For 20 years we have lis-
tened to the nightly call of
owls.  But since this photo
was taken, the familiar
sounds are no more.

Isobel Ralston
Aurora
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Chris Hrynyk 
Insurance Representative

For a free life insurance quote 
please visit

www.canadacoverage.com

Tel: 289-466-5196
chrynyk@monarchwealth.ca

www.monarchwealth.ca

Insurance Products 
Term Life • Whole Life 

• Critical Illness 
Disability • Segregated Funds

FAN MAN

 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

ORDER YOUR

www.thefanman.ca

COTTAGE FANS NOW!!

NEW STOCK ARRIVING EARLY SPRING

Trendy Cottage Fans 

Phone for an Appointment

Alzheimer’s Disease & other dementias
Parkinson’, Huntington’s, MS, Bipolar 
Disorder, Macular Degeneration, 
Seizures, Peripheral Neuropathy
Vascular Dementia, Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease, etc. 

These diseases often respond to an 
oil that is found in any health food 
store. Find out what it is. Contact me at 
www.catherinedevos.com 
or 905-235-6391 and let’s talk about 
improving your wellness to prevent numerous brain malfunctions.

Unlike the homes in the magazines, most of us will
never own a 5-tier Schonbek crystal chandelier which
towers over a twelve-seat dining table. We all want our
homes to look great, but the realities of money, time,
space and resources often limit what we can accom-
plish.

Here are 12 Golden Rules for designing a home
you'll love over time while keeping reality in mind:

1. Tailor Your Timelines. As I have men-
tioned before, if your budget doesn't allow you to pur-
chase all the items for your home at once, take your
time.  Do it once and do it right.

2. Dress Your Home with Classics. If a
budget is driving your timelines, your long term
schedule could mean the finished room might be out
of style a year from now.  If budget was a concern,
would you buy a shir t for $1,000 that's trendy today
but out of style at the end of the season?  Probably
not.  Buy furniture in the same way you would buy a
little black dress or that pair of jeans you wear day in
and day out.  Spend more on classics and get good
quality that will last for years.

3. Break the Bank…Is that classic sofa con-
suming more of your budget than you anticipated?
Compromise and don't sweat the itemized details of
your budget.  If you planned on spending $1,000 on a
sofa, and end up spending $2,000 because you're
buying a piece you'll never tire of, adjust your budget
accordingly.  Your bottom line can stay intact while all
the other numbers flex.

4. …BUT, don't break the bank on trends.
By making trendy purchases economical ones, you
can easily change around items like lamp shades,
pre-made drapery panels and throw pillows to suit
your ever-evolving tastes and the changing seasons.

5. Buy Colours You Like. Certainly consider
colour trends, but know that if you like a colour today
and you liked it 10 years ago chances are you'll like it
10 years from now as well.  If you must have some of
this year's hottest colours, use them as accents on
smaller items like toss cushions and throws. 

6. Shop, and if you can, shop a lot. And
breathe gentlemen!  Just to clarify: "Shop" does not
mean buy.  Shop... like when Mom used to take you
"window shopping" for all those amazing things we
couldn't afford.  Shopping will help you recognize
when something is a good deal while avoiding impulse
buys.  It will help you be available when the really
great deals pop up.  Always check out the clearance

items. Sometimes they're junk, sometimes they're
goldmines!

7. Test Drive. Never buy a seat without sit-
ting on it first! Big mistakes are often made shopping
online for items that need to be comfortable.

8. Read the Small Print. Find out return poli-
cies before you buy.  Most custom pieces and window
treatments can't be returned. 

9. Follow a Floor Plan. Never (and I mean
NEVER) buy anything without first having a floor plan
drawn up.  If you're handy, tackle the plans yourself.  If
not, a few hours of a decorator’s time is relatively
inexpensive when compared to the alternative: buying
a sofa and loveseat that don't fit in a room.  Ask 
yourself two questions:  1. Do you know for certain
that you have enough space for the items you're buy-
ing and if so, will anything else fit in the room?!  2)
Will the furniture you're buying fit through doorways
and stairwells? 

10.Take advantage of the freebies! Stores
often have complimentary in-store decorating servic-
es.  Measure and sketch out your space and bring the
drawings and some room photos to the store for reas-
surance that you're purchasing appropriately sized
items.  Take along a tape measure for good measure!  

11. Remember the Government. Oh, that
nasty word: taxes. They're a budget killer if not taken
into consideration.

12. Reuse and Recycle. Have a look around
your house and find the hidden gems. What can be
painted, reupholstered or refinished?  What would an
older piece look like with new hardware or new legs? 

If you're still not feeling certain when planning pur-
chases for your home consider hiring if only for a few
hours, a decorator or designer to help you establish a
long term plan and to develop a list of project priori-
ties.  They'll likely ask you questions you might not
have asked yourself, and can serve as a 'sober sec-
ond thought' for the more difficult decisions.  Best of
all, they'll help you develop a sound strategy in your
quest for a new and improved space!

Happy shopping! 

Janice Clements is a Certified Interior Decorator,
President of Clements Interiors and a member of
CDECA.  Visit her on the web at
www.clementsinteriors.com, or follow her blog at
http://www.40somethingandcounting.blogspot.com/

New police cameras improve safety and transparency
By Brock Weir

If you’re up to no good and
you see the flashing blue
police lights gaining on you –
smile, you’re probably on cam-
era.

York Regional Police
unveiled their new in-car cam-
era system last week which is
designed to provide an added
safety mechanism for police as
well as improve transparency
when items are brought up in
court. While the cameras were
officially launched on
Thursday, the YRP began
installing the new system in
their frontline vehicles last fall
and 37 cameras are currently
operational. An additional 32
cameras are expected to come
into service on Tuesday.

The $2.1 million project is
expected to be completed by
2013 with 220 frontline police
vehicles equipped within York
Region.

“The implementation of the
in-car camera system is an
exciting example of our com-
mitment to professionalism
and innovation,” said
Superintendent Stan Colley.
“We have already received
very positive feedback from
our provincial prosecutors and
crown attorneys as the
audio/visual evidence cap-
tured by our system accurately
depicts events when cases are

presented in court.”
The system was demon-

strated at the YRP’s Aurora
headquarters on Thursday
morning by Constable Chirag
Bhatt. It comprises of a camera
which captures everything
going on in front of the cruiser
as well as a camera which
captures everything in the back
seat. In addition to the cam-
eras, a series of wireless
microphones are involved 
in-car and on the officer’s per-
son outside of the vehicle. The
system activates on a series of
triggers, whether it is turned on
manually or whether the roof
lights are put in action. The
system can also be triggered
up to 1,000 feet away from the
vehicles.

“The system has a built- 
in 30 second buffer,” said
Constable Bhatt. “In the record-
ing system there is a small
piece that is constantly record-
ing 30 seconds of video. This
30 seconds is constantly over-
writing itself, but when the offi-
cer activates the system, what
happens is that small 30 sec-
onds of video now gets com-
bined to form a full picture, a
true depiction of what actually
went on.

“If an officer is patrolling
one of our roads and they hap-
pen to see a driver swerving
across the road, the officer’s
attention is drawn to that vehi-

Bringing Design to Life
By JANICE CLEMENTS

12 Golden Rules

Constable Chirag Bhatt demonstrates the York
Regional Police’s new in-car camera system at its
official launch on Thursday.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

cle and it activates the emer-
gency roof lights and is a trig-
ger for the system to start
recording. That 30 seconds of
video has the critical driving
evidence of the person swerv-
ing on the road.”

Videos are captured on a
memory card in an elaborate
recording system contained in
a lockbox in the cruiser’s trunk.
Videos can be viewed by offi-
cers in car as soon as they
start recording. The video is
then wirelessly uploaded to
YRP’s central servers. The
recordings can be viewed any-
where within the department,
be requested for disclosure
and used for training purposes.
It also, according to Constable

Bhatt, enhances police safety.
“It provides the officer with

almost an instantaneous de-
escalation tool,” he said. “When
they walk up to a vehicle and
they tell somebody they’re
being recorded, if someone did
have the mindset to be hostile
with the officer or assault the
officer, knowing that they’re on
audio-video may curb that
behaviour.

“What this also does is act
as another set of eyes for the
officer along the road. While
the officer is talking to 
someone they may be focused
on looking at particular threat
cues or listening to a member
of the public who is trying to
explain something.”
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Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

 
The Bay UCMThe Bay UCM

17600 Yonge Street Newmarket 17600 Yonge Street Newmarket 
905-853-3689905-853-3689

Walmart Walmart 
17940 Yonge Street Newmarket 17940 Yonge Street Newmarket 

905-853-2380905-853-2380

Zellers Zellers 
1454 Bayview Avenue Aurora 1454 Bayview Avenue Aurora 

905-727-7365905-727-7365

We’re here to serve you 
at our newest area locations:

Check out www.hrblock.ca for other locations available

Aurora men proved once again that they too can cook, in the Aurora Seniors’ Centre annual  sold-out
“Men Can Cook Event”. Pictured above, left to right, are Bob Collard, Gabriel,  Paul Pirri,  Ted Madden,
John Eaton, Councillor – East Gwillimbury,  Greg Foster, M & M Meats,  Rick Barnett,  Joanne from
Longo’s,  Stephen Forsey,  Allister Byrne,  Bill Moore,  Paul Vaughan, Meridian Credit Union,  John Abel,
Bob McAuley,  Dale Downey, Jonathan’s Restaurant,  Geoffrey Dawe,  Herb Koller,  Charles Sequeira,
Angus MacKenzie  and  Frank Leone.                                                           Auroran photo by David Falconer

Conservation group continues
stream restoration work

By Brock Weir

Streams and local shore-
lines could benefit from a
$25,000 grant from the Town of
Aurora to the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority.

The funding to the LSRCA
was one of two environmental
items up for discussion last
Tuesday as the 2012 Budget
took a turn around the table. 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, who
made the motion to have the
money included for this year,
said the LSRCA could leverage
Aurora's funding fourfold to
invest back into the Town. The
money will come out of funds
budgeted for capital projects. 

While the motion passed
Council, not everyone was in
favour of it. Councillor Evelyn
Buck, in particular, said that
giving further funds to the
LSRCA would be "double dip-
ping" as the organization
receives funds from the Region
of York as well as the Province

of Ontario.
"Whatever the Region is

doing to the Lake Simcoe
Conservation Authority comes
out of our taxpayers' pockets,"
said Councillor Buck. "They
don't have any other source of
money. We are their source, we
collect it for them, and the
Conservation Authority creates
a budget and they put the req-
uisition forward to the Region. 

"The responsibility is to put
forward a budget that is good to
all the projects they can do in
the year and they get money
from the Region. To come to
the municipality and ask for
more money is double dipping
and I don't see anything put
before me to show how [the
money] can be leveraged."

The Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority over-
sees the restoration and pro-
tection of Lake Simcoe and
other tributaries in its water-
shed. It receives funding from
government partners including

the Regions of York, Durham,
and Peel, along with other
community partners. 

One Councillor who reject-
ed Councillor Buck's sugges-
tion that the LSRCA was "dou-
ble dipping" was Chris Ballard
who said he saw this as a good
opportunity to support vital
work. 

"It's not as if we pay
$25,000 they are going to ask
the Region to ante up the
money," he said. "If the Town
provides $25,000, another
$75,000 will come from private
landowners and from Ontario
Streams and those two are not
groups we contribute to as the
Town. It is not double dipping. If
we don't come up with this
funding it will be $100,000 less
done in Aurora on the Tannery
Creek which, in many places,
sorely needs the work."

Over the course of last year,
the LSRCA undertook over $2
million worth of works in the
East Holland River, half of

which was spent within Aurora
on initiatives such as the
restoration of stream shore-
lines in the Highland Gate Golf
Course neighbourhood.

"For 2012 Council was
advised the work plan consist-
ed of $1.2 million of works, with
about $475,000 of it located in
Aurora," said Town Treasurer
Dan Elliott. "These seven proj-
ects include two tree planting
events, four stream bank ero-
sion control projects, and one
garbage clean up event. The
$475,000 in Aurora is predicat-
ed on receiving a funding com-
mitment of $25,000 from the
Town. 

"The Town's funding would
be used specifically for two of
the stream bank projects locat-
ed along the Tannery Creek
tributary and would be lever-
aged with private landowner
contributions and funding from
Ontario Streams, sharing the
costs of the projects with those
who benefit most from them."

13 year old Maggie Meier, a patient at Southlake, is
pictured with her family last week after presenting
a cheque to the hospital on behalf of POGO – the
Pediatric Oncology Satellite Program and unveiling
a commemorative plaque. Southlake is home to
one of seven POGO clinics in the province that
allows kids to receive care without always having
to travel to Toronto’s Hospital for Sick Children.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Aurora looks at Bullfrog alternatives
By Brock Weir

Aurora is investigating
alternatives to Bullfrog
Power that would still lend
the Town some "green
cred."

The power supplier was
on hand at Council earlier
this month, however, to
warn that credibility could
be put on the line if the Town
moved forward with plans to
look to alternatives to
Bullfrog and use the money
to invest in solar power gen-
eration under Ontario's
microFIT  (Feed-in Tariff)
program.

The Town has had a con-
tract with Bullfrog Power for
Eco-Logo certified Green
Electricity for use at several
municipal facilities. The four
year agreement racked up
costs of $80,000 over four
years based on a kilowatt
hour premium of three
cents. 

While green electricity
purchased from Bullfrog
accounted for 90 per cent of
the power use at Town Hall,
municipal staff asked
Councillors to consider a
recommendation last week
to take the $20,000 for
smart commute and divide it

up between two solar power
installations which would
generate electricity and be
"fed" back to the grid.

"A micro Feed-in Tariff
(FIT) Solar project is a proj-
ect with a generation capac-
ity of 10 kW or less (a maxi-
mum of approximately 46
solar panels)," said Aurora
CAO Neil Garbe in a report
to Council, noting that the
cost of solar power has
gone down over the years
but the same cannot be said
for installation.

He said staff estimated a
system would cost between
$50,000 and $70,000.

"The cost of such a sys-
tem could be paid for in
three to four years using the
$20,000 annual amount cur-
rently allocated for Bullfrog
Power procurement," he
said. "The initial capital cost
could be financed through
the Hydro Sale Investment
Contribution reserve fund.
The loan re-payments could
then be made from the rev-
enue generated from the
sale of the electricity that
these projects produce to
the grid as per the 20-year
microFIT contracts with the
[Ontario Power Authority].

"Staff estimate that the

$20,000 annual funding
would be sufficient to fund
two 10 kW solar PV systems
with a payback period
between five to seven
years."

According to Bullfrog's
Anthony Santilli, however,
while going forward with a
microFIT project would not
be a bad idea in conjunction
with Bullfrog, but without
Bullfrog the Town would not
be able to boast to residents
about emissions saved and
other statistics. 

Mr. Santilli said that
based on the most recent
numbers, Bullfrog Power
allowed the Town to save
over 93 tonnes of CO2
emissions but entering into
solar generation through
microFIT would not give the
Town control over where
their generated power
ended up.

"Bullfrog obviously
encourages and applauds
individuals and companies
that are looking at and par-
ticipating in the program,"
he said. "Any way we can
generate more renewable
power is beneficial. There is
one distinction...the minute
individuals participate in the
microFIT program they are

actually contracting and
becoming a generator. 

"For every megawatt of
renewable power they are
generating they are selling
that to the OPA, not only the
power but they are selling all
the emission reductions and
attributes that are associat-
ed with that green power to
the OPA. Those entities that
are generating power do not
make any environmental
claims because (1) they are
not using the power and
they are (2) selling that
power to the OPA. The dis-
tinction from what Bullfrog
does is we are selling that
power to our customers. 

"When you enter into a
microFIT contract with the
OPA, they not only buy the
electricity generated, but the
electricity is not used on site
but [they are] storing it for
their use. That entity that is
becoming a generator  [and]
can't make claims."

A decision was expected
to be made on the recom-
mendation at committee
level last week but was
deferred due to time con-
straints. It will now be dis-
cussed further at the
February 21 General
Committee meeting.

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario



lowing night looking to

redeem themselves, and

it worked. The Tigers out-

skated and, once again,

out-chanced the Flyers

en route to a 2-1 victory,

and tie in the series.

After Richmond asked

a little more of his play-

ers following game one,

the forward line of Taylor

McCloy, Daniel Lisi 

and Jeff MacPherson

responded by scoring

every point of the night

for the Tigers. Each play-

er got two points, with

MacPherson tallying the

first goal and McCloy

scoring the winner.

Before the start of

game one, Richmond

said that he would have

no problem switching

goaltenders if Kevin

Entmaa didn't perform

well in the first game.
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By Brock Weir

The four existing tennis
courts at Fleury Park could
welcome two new additions to
their group, and a roof struc-
ture, if local tennis players and
investors get their away.

The Aurora Community
Tennis Club is spearheading a
new project which, if brought to
fruition, could see the courts
become a new facility offering
all season, year-round tennis. 

Organizers made their ini-
tial pitch to members of the
Leisure Services Advisory
Committee last week, request-
ing the Town authorise their
application to the Ontario
Trillium Foundation for
$125,000 for the construction
of two new courts and the
moving of the existing flood
lights to another location, pos-

sibly to the soccer pitch at
McMahon Park. 

"Our vision is to advocate
for an all-season building in
Fleury Park," said Brent
McKinnon, of the Tennis Club.
"The tennis community will
mightily benefit from having
two additional courts con-
structed at Fleury Park. The
Town of Aurora and members
of the public will have full
access to the facility for the
four summer months. A private
business partner would oper-
ate programs in the remaining
months."

This private business part-
ner is Terry Redvers, the man
who brought the Town the
Aurora Sports Dome on
Industrial Parkway.

What is proposed is a roof
and building structure over top
of the tennis courts with inter-

nal lighting and heating sys-
tems for the winter. The sides
of the building would come
complete with garage-style
doors that would be open
throughout the summer
months, allowing community
tennis matches and Town pro-
grams to continue through
inclement weather. Come win-
ter, the doors would be slid
down and it would become a
winter facility that could be
used by club members. 

The facility would also be
available for other sports
groups throughout the year
and its bowl-like geography,
along with proposed movable
bleachers, would make it an
ideal all-weather location for
festivities like Rib Fest, the
Aurora Jazz Festival and
Movies in the Park.

Please see page 16

SPORTS
905-727-3300 Week of February 21, 2012theauroran.com

Project organizers Joshy Kallungal, Terry Redvers, Brent MacKinnon (presi-
dent of the Aurora Community Tennis Club) and Bill Reid display their model
for a proposed indoor tennis and recreation facility for Fleury Park. The blue
squares on the roof represent solar panels which could be purchased by
local groups in a power generation cooperative. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

All-weather recreation building
proposed for Fleury Park

Tigers advance to second round of OJHL playoffs
By Kevin Michie

It wasn't as easy as

first anticipated, but the

Aurora Tigers are moving

on to the second round of

the OJHL playoffs.

The Tigers entered the

first round of the extra

season on a hot streak,

winning their last four

games of the regular sea-

son, including the final

game against the

Orangeville Flyers.

The Flyers just so hap-

pened to also be their

first round opponent.

Aurora was a confident

group heading into game

one at the Aurora

Community Centre, and

rightly so - the club had,

for the most part, domi-

nated the Flyers all sea-

son long, racking up a 5-

1 record, and the Flyers

had holes all over their

lineup.

What the Tigers didn't

expect to run into, howev-

er, was an extremely hot

goaltender.

After the Flyers traded

away arguably their best

asset in goaltender Jared

Lockhurst at the begin-

ning of January, there

wasn't a lot of belief that

Orangeville could com-

pete with the Tigers.

The Flyers put that

belief to bed right away,

however, as they took

game number one in

Aurora on the shoulders

of a 50 save performance

from Bo Bessette.

After jumping out to a

2-1 lead in the first peri-

od, the Tigers backed off

a little, and Orangeville

took advantage, scoring

two goals in the second

to grab their first lead.

The Flyers were on their

heels in the third, with

Aurora out-chancing

them by a wide margin,

but the difference turned

out to be Bessette.

While the play of

Bessette was undeniable,

Aurora Head Coach

James Richmond took a

different route to defining

the loss.

"I think our inexperi-

ence kil led us," said

Richmond following the

game one loss. "Our

experienced guys,

maybe, were our worst

players. I think the 20-

year-olds stunk tonight."

With that lesson in

mind, the Tigers skated

into Orangeville the fol- Please see page 14

Adam Moody of the Aurora Tigers takes a faceoff in Game Three against the Orangeville Flyers last
week. The Tigers face Stouffville on Thursday.  Auroran photo by Kevin Michie
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Life. Lived Better.®

Ridgewood II is the ultimate expression of carefree resort-style living - a place 

that feels like the weekend… everyday. An intimate 6 storey condominium with 

exceptional recreational facilities including a sumptuous outdoor saltwater 

swimming pool and indoor  hot tub. Miles of area trails and ravine parks. 

Nearby cafés. Fabulous shopping and minutes to GO Transit. Incredible suites 

with equally incredible views. An oasis of gracious tranquility in the heart of 

historic Aurora. Come home to Ridgewood II and leave the world behind. 

rockportgroup.net

1 Bedroom Suites
from the

$280’s*

2 Bedroom Suites
from the

$380’s*

Presentation Centre: 205 John West Way, Aurora

Mon.-Wed. Noon-6 pm, Closed Thurs. & Fri., 

Weekends & Holidays Noon-5 pm

905 841 1004
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NOW REGISTERING for

Camps!
MARCH BREAK

3 - 5yrs

Camp 6 - 12yrs

DanceFit 6 - 12yrs

TeenFit 11- 16yrs

Junior Recreational
Tennis 6-11yrs

High Performance
Tennis 12-18yrs

1/2 DAY
camps

Full
Day

Also
call us about

Spring Programs
Swimming Lessons

&
Summer Camps

Art & Tennis 6-11yrs

Art & DanceFit 6-12yrs

155 Vandorf Road Aurora
905-727-4252

www.timberlaneathleticclub.com

Sportball
Art 

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

“We got Married!” On Monday January 23rd at 5:30 pm at sunset on
Shipwreck Beach in Kauai, Hawaii, we exchanged our vows. The sun
and surf were our witnesses. The day was everything we ever wished
for, our dreams have come true.

Tom and Sheila Beck 
would like to announce that...

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Timberlane Athletic Club shows its “Heart of Gold”
By Wendy Soloduik

They say the best way to
grieve a loss is to gain a new
perspective.

That's what Timberlane
Athletic Club (TAC) did this
past holiday season, after 
losing long-time Timberlane
member, Stephen Dupuis, to a
massive heart attack.

Under the, 'Heart of Gold' -
The Stephen Dupuis Memorial
Fundraising Campaign -  TAC
raised more than $34,000 in
Mr. Dupuis' honour, and donat-
ed the funds to Southlake
Regional Health Centre in sup-
port of the Cardiac Care
Program, specifically towards
the purchase of a third MRI
unit.

The “Heart of Gold
Memorial Campaign” officially
kicked off November 1, 2011,
with the sale of tickets for the
Ladies Holiday Luncheon and
finished at the Members'
Holiday Cocktail Party, held
December 8.

Named for one of Mr.
Dupuis' favourite songs, 'Heart
of Gold' (written by Canadian
singer-songwriter Neil Young in
1971 and named the third
greatest Canadian song of all
time on the CBC Radio One in
2005), TAC paid heed to the
opening lyrics: "I want to live, I
want to give", keeping Mr.
Dupuis’ memory alive and 
giving back to the community.

In addition to being a valued
member of TAC, Mr. Dupuis
was also a pillar of the commu-
nity, and well known as the
president and CEO of the
Building Industry and Land
Development Association, or
BILD.

In a letter circulated to TAC
members before the onset of
the Heart of Gold holiday
fundraiser, TAC general
manger, John Ramsbottom,
had this to say about Dupuis:
"He loved his job. He loved his
family. He loved life".   

"Stephen was to have par-
ticipated in the BILD Ride for
Humanity, a 50km bicycle ride
to raise monies for Habitat 
for Humanity," said Mr.
Ramsbottom. "He was very
excited about the idea and he
trained at TAC in early morning

spin classes and outdoors
leading up the big day.  Sadly,
Stephen passed away just 3
days prior to the ride."

Like TAC, BILD continued
on in Mr. Dupuis' memory, and
renamed the event 'Ride for
Stephen'. 

"This will become an annu-
al ride and TAC members will
be able to train and participate
for the ride next fall and support
Habitat for Humanity," said Mr.
Ramsbottom.

Mr. Dupuis, who leaves
behind his wife Linda
McMahon, and children
Kendall and Carson, was just
52-years-old when he passed
away on September 23, 2011 -
just hours after receiving the
prestigious Leadership Award
of Excellence from BILD, which
he told friends, "was one of the
proudest moments of his
career".

By getting involved with the
fundraiser for Southlake
Regional Health Centre - a
hospital that recognizes 'Heart
Wise' fitness classes for those

with cardiac conditions - Linda
McMahon demonstrated her
poise and commitment to
health care in her husband's
name. 

"The family [was] very 
supportive of the 'Heart of Gold'
campaign to donate monies to
Southlake's Cardiac Care
Program, and proud of the
donation in [Stephen's] name,"
said Mr. Ramsbottom.
"Stephen maintained a healthy
diet and exercise regime, and
regular visits to the doctor; and
despite his efforts his heart
failed him. This is testament to
the need for further patient edu-
cation, public awareness, stan-
dardized medical procedures
and tests, and research...
Stephen's death will benefit
others." 

Although TAC hosts a holi-
day fundraiser annually in sup-
port of Southlake, the 2011
donation to the Cardiac Care
Program was a first. In its best
year, TAC had raised $10,000.
This year, in Mr. Dupuis' mem-
ory, TAC set a goal of $25,000

not benefit from the fundraiser,
has been supported by BILD,
(specifically through the Dupuis
Education Fund) which has
raised more than $270,000 for
Dupuis' children.

The Regional Cardiac Care
Program at Southlake received
the proceeds from the “Heart of
Gold” fundraiser earlier this
year. It remains the third busiest
cardiac program in Ontario. 

- making the $34,000 donation
that more exciting.

Proceeds from the Heart of
Gold campaign were raised in
several ways: a silent auction
collecting $8,875, one day auc-
tions with $4,658, live auctions
raising $7,500, $2,125 from
Calcutta tennis, $3,270 for raffle
items, and a 50/50 draw raising
$1,370.

Mr. Dupuis' family, who did

Staff of Timerlane Athletic Club celebrate the success of their Hearts of Gold
campaign in memory of Stephen Dupuis. Pictured standing above, left to
right, are general manager John Ramsbottom, assistant manager and
fundraising chair Dianne Ingwersen, assistant manager Julie O’Neill, tennis
director Bill Maron, communications coordinator Linda McMahon (wife of Mr.
Dupuis) and reception manager Sara Cohen. Kneeling in front are marketing
director Allyson McLaughlin and fitness director Joan Machin. Inset: Mr.
Dupuis.
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75Mary Street, Aurora
(905) 713-2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

Book your new liner TODAY!
Book your

Start 2012 with a new, fresh look
for your Backyard Oasis!

Salt Systems
On Sale NOW!

POOL OPENING
NOW

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP
BAR R IS TER S & SOL IC ITOR S

Blog: www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G AM
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202
Toronto, ON M5H 2Y2 
Tel: 416-363-2614 Fax: 416-363-8451

www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-4704 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner

FEBRUARY ONLY

FREE
SKATE SHARPENING CARD

15488 Yonge St. Aurora 905-841-5757

OPEN SUNDAYS
Please visit our other locations.

ACC 905-841-9060 SARC 905-713-0011

$42 value
With $99 purchase

Style your ride...
Accessorize at Highland Event

Purchase any new 2011 or 2012 in-stock new vehicle and

Receive an additional $
towards the purchase of accessories!

Finance Rates from 0%A

$1000 00 for GM Visa Card Holder
No Charge Allison Transmission

on 2011 and 2012 Pick-Ups
No Payments for 6 Months on Selected Vehicles*

Plus
YOU CAN

GET
Plus
YOU CAN

GET

15783 YONGE ST., AURORA AUTO CAMPUS 
w
blog:drivehighland.com

Garry Allen
7Years

Sales & Leasing

Cliff Sifton
39 Years
President

Ron VandeBeek
39 Years

Vice President

Gary Sleep

Highland National Leasing

Jennifer Copley
15 Years

General Sales Manager

Larry O’Hallarn
19 Years

Sales & Leasing

Peter Mosley
19 Years

Sales & Leasing

Johnny MacFadden
7Years

Sales & Leasing

Rick Polischuik
Pre-Owned

Sales Manager

*NO PAYMENTS FOR 6 MONTHS APPLIES TO 2012 ORLANDO, 2012 VERANO, 2011/2012 CRUZE AND 2011/2012 REGAL
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Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

To register please contact the Chamber at 905-727-7262
or on-line at www.aurorachamber.on.ca

We look forward to seeing you!

Coming Events
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28

BUSINESS AFTER FIVE
Jennifer’s Hair Boutique

15570 Yonge Street, Unit 8, Aurora
Time: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Cost: Complimentary

TUESDAY, MARCH 6
NETWORKING BREAKFAST
Sponsored by The Partnership

Network / PromotionalMarketing.ca
Hot buffet breakfast, formal networking

St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club
4 Pinnacle Trail, Aurora
Time: 7:30 am – 9:00 am

Cost: $20 Members, $30 Guests

TUESDAY, MARCH 13
CHAMBER PUB NIGHT

Boston Pizza
8 First Commerce Drive, Aurora
Time: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Cost: Cash bar

TUESDAY, MARCH 20
LEARNING EXCHANGE

Embracing Change: Developing
Personal and Company-wide Capacity for Change

Presenter: Peter Dickens, The Iris Group
Aurora Chamber of Commerce

14483 Yonge Street, Aurora
Time: 8:30 am – 10:30 am

Cost: $20 Members, $30 Guests

15483 Yonge St.
(across from Howard Johnson)

905-841-0949

Canada Goose not on sale

• Snowboard & SkiWear
• Racquet Sports
• SwimWear and accessories
• NordicWalking Poles
• Canada Goose Authorized Dealer

We specialize in:

FINAL
WINTER
SALE

•SKI&SNOWBOARDWEAR
•JACKETS & PANTS
•GLOVES&MITTS
•HATS&GOGGLES
•BASELAYER

REG. PRICE

ADULT
& JUNIOR

Take advantage of our warmwinter
with great pricing on name brand
water-proof –wind-proof products

50-70% OFF

ur ride...
t Highland Event

2012 in-stock new vehicle and

dditional $50000

ase of accessories!

F s from 0%APR (OAC)

$ Visa Card Holder
son Transmission
2012 Pick-Ups
ths on Selected Vehicles*

“IT’S OUR PEOPLE THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE”

1-866-980-8037 
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YO
N

G
E

S
T.

N

ST. JOHN SIDEROAD

Gary Robinson
Sales & Leasing

Margaret Hardwick
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Frank Britt
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Humphrey Stephan
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Brent Hotham
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Tigers advance to second round of OJHL playoffs
True to his word,

Richmond put Brett

Sinclair between the

pipes for game two, and

the move paid off as

Sinclair helped the Tigers

to the win.

The Tigers headed

back home on Friday

night with Sinclair once

again getting the starters

nod to try and take their

first lead of the series.

Things, however, didn't

start out well. After 

controlling play for most

of the first period, the

Flyers capitalized on a

couple Tigers mistakes to

open up a 2-0 lead.

Flyers forward Daniel

Holt, who Orangeville

Head Coach Bob Noble

called the team's only,

"pure goal scorer," con-

tributed to the lead with

his second of the series.

As the puck dropped to

begin the second period,

the Tigers slowly gained

their momentum back, but

sti l l  weren't able to 

overcome Bessette who

made 29 saves through

the first two periods.

Early in the third 

period, though, Aurora

defenseman Brandon

Barletta finally solved the

Orangeville net-minder

with a seeing-eye shot

from the point.

The goal sparked the

Tigers and just over two

minutes later Evan Fong

tied the game up after

streaking down the wing

and putting a shot far side

past Bessette.

Orangeville responded

a little over three minutes

later to regain their lead,

after Sinclair was unable

to cover a loose puck in

front, and then were

forced into retreat by

Aurora.

The faster Tigers team

forced the play down in

the Orangeville zone for

the remainder of the third

period, with a majority of

the attack below the

Orangeville hash marks,

exposing the Flyers weak

cycle coverage.

After Flyers forward

Emmerson Small took a

hooking penalty, the

Tigers tied the game up

the power play, thanks to

Adam Moody, who

notched his first goal, and

third point, of the night.

Bessette would make

16 saves through the third

period, with the only gaffe

coming on the Moody

goal. But he sti l l  did

enough to push the game

into overtime.

The Tigers peppered

Bessette through the first

overtime, but the Oshawa

Generals 2010, 10th

round draft pick wouldn't

give an inch.

As he normally does,

Richmond tinkered with

his lines trying to find a

winning combination, and

after going down to 10

forwards, Richmond found

one line that he liked with

Nick Angelo and Chad

Bennett playing together.

Bennett brought the

puck into the Flyers zone

and crept toward the

Flyers’ goal crease. As

he moved closer, Angelo

snuck behind the

Orangeville defense, and

with a quick snap-pass

from Bennett, the puck

deflected off Bessette

and on to Angelo's stick,

who was sitting in the

crease ready for the

puck.

The goal erupted the

ACC and sent the Tigers

players flying over the

boards to celebrate the

overtime win.

"It's a grind because

we're hammering shots at

this guy and he's making

a lot of saves," said

Angelo following the vic-

tory. "It's always in the

back of your mind that

you're hammering shots

at this guy and then

they'l l come down and

put one home on you, but

we pulled it out."

As the Tigers contin-

ued to outshoot the

Flyers, Richmond's mes-

sage to his players

remained the same.

"Don't win it in one

shift, just keep chipping

away," said Richmond.

"We just had to keep

doing what we were

doing, because we were

outplaying them, we just

[had] to get luckier

around the net."

The Tigers took the

momentum from the

overtime win on Friday

into Orangeville the next

night, looking get past

Bessette and close out of

the best of five series.

"We're hoping that we

kind of rattled [Bessette]

a little bit [Friday]," said

Moody, following the

game three victory. "Now,

[we'll] just keep jumping

on him (Saturday) and

get as many shots as

possible."

Bessette, once again,

gave the Flyers a chance

to win in game four, mak-

ing 43 saves, but the

Tigers were able to find

holes at the right time,

and walked away with a

3-1 win, and the series

victory.

After being benched

for the majority of the

third period and overtime

on Friday night, Dylan

Sikura responded with a

strong game and the

game winner in the sec-

ond period. 

After the emotional

first round, the Tigers will

now have a chance to

refocus on their next

opponent, the Stouffville

Spirit.

The Tigers open up

their second round, best-

of-7 series against the

Spirit, in Stouffville, on

Thursday night.

The Tigers had a

rough season against

Stouffville, going just 1-5,

but a renewed confi-

dence and healthy lineup

gives the Tigers a good

chance to upset the

Spirit.

A & F Hair Elite
In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3
Tel: 905-727-6212

~Since 1970~

Next to No Frills
14

From page 9
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HOUSE LEAGUE

102 Timbits - Boston Gold  1 - Jakob Israel
1G.  105 Timbits - Pittsburgh Black  2 - Ryan
Clutterbuck 2G, Daiki Negishi 1A. 

103 Timbits - Toronto White  5 - Parker
Jalbert 2G, Kevin Wasserman 1G, Luke Bonellos
1A, Sam Belman 2G, Henry Paluch 1A, Matthew
Siarkas 1A.  104 Timbits - St. Louis Blue  4 -
Jacob Madore 1G 1A, Andrew Aikins 2A,  Kenneth
Lawrence 1A, Fionn Keon 1G, Matthew Song 1A,
Jeremy Thompaon 1G, Christopher Pinardo 1G,
Alessandro Warwar 1A. 

101 Timbits - Calgary Red  4 - Kellan
Sherman 1G 1A, Adam Rame 1G 1A, Ian Gage
1G, Matthew Keizer 1G, Ethan Ko 1A, Jordan Ko
1A, Luca Pugliese 1A, Jake Andersen 1A,
Stephen Gummersall 1A.  107 Timbits - Nashville
Silver  3 - Jordan Sieber 1G 1A, Andrew Parsons
3A,  Zach Green 1G, Lucas Wilhelm 1G 1A, Jack
Hunter 1A.  

201 Caravan Kids - Calgary Red  5 - Liam
Parris 1G 1A, Nicholas Zambri 1G, Jonah Spataro
1G, Marchel Woods 1G, Cameron Moir  1G,
Michael Valenti 1A, Aiden Peel 1A.  202 Caravan
Kids - Boston Gold  4 - Jackson Maclean 1G,
Cristian Troubitsin 3G, Christopher De Henestrosa
1A, Sebastian Santagato 1A, Nicholas Young 1A.  

203 Caravan Kids - Toronto White  7 - Kai
Sillcox 2G, Glenn Steward 1A, Stefano Iervasi 2G,
Aidan Quinn 2G 1A, Remy Pietrangelo 1G,
Matthew Collins 1A, Adam Mollard 1A.  204
Caravan Kids - St. Louis Blue  3 - Andrew Flores
3G, Dylan Hodgson 1A,  Quinn Holtby 1A. 

407 McDonald's - Kelly Green  15 - Hunter
Gilpin-Mier 2G 1A, Owen hall-Lalonde 2G 2A,
Joshua Turriff 3G 1A, Aaron Preiano 2G 1A,
David Ho 1G, Connor Elbaum 2G 1A, Nathan
Mohabeer 1G 1A, Evan Winter 1G 1A, Zachary
Phillips 1G 2A, Colby Harrison 3A.  409
McDonald's - Teal  0.

611 Rotary Club  4 - Claudio Basso 2G, Justin
Miller 2G, Alexander Louie 1A, Connor DeVogel
1A.  602 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr  3 -
Adam Powell 1A,  Tristan Hicks 2G, Brandon Hui
1G, Matthew Parkin 1A.

607 Crabby Joes  2 - Nathan Sherrard 1G,
Anthony Livia 1G, Christian Ferguson 1A.  606 Dr.
Weaver's Drillers  2 - Kyle Wulle 1G, Matthew
Leclair 1G, James Samson 2A. 

604 Omar's Shoes  5 - Joshua Fallavollita 4G,
Jacob Leblanc  1G, James Kypreos 1A,  Cole
Sheremeta 1A,  Pravav Rendalkar 2A, Scott
Wilson-Smith 1A,  Tristen Macklin 1A.  608
Mastermind Toys   1.

605 Crossley Contracting Ind. Restoration
5 - Ryan Cooper 2G, Ryan Vaillancourt 1G, Noah
Murphy-Sealy 2A,  Tristan Floyd 1G, Braeden
Joynt 2A, Dustin Crossley 1A, Tanner Arnold 1G.
607 Crabby Joes  3 - Ben Pitre 1G, Bradley
Shennan 1A,  Roberto Iervasi 1G, David Tonelli
1A,  Tyler Frise 1G. 

602 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr  3 -
Andrew Hammond 2G, Adam Wochenmarkt 2A,
Tristan Hicks 1G, Matthew Parkin 1A,  Andrew
Negri, shutout.  610 IOOF Aurora Lodge #148  0.

612 H.J. Pfaff Audi  1 - Dylan Cowell 1G,
Chris Walsh 1A.  606 Dr. Weaver's Drillers  2 -
Barrett Scott 1G, Matthew Leclair 1G, James
Samson 1A, Kyle Wulle 1A. 

601 Chouinard Bros.  5 - Matthew Vassos 2G
1A, Felipe Rivera 2A,  Ryan Lewis 1G, Matteo
Fiorentino 1A,  Jacob Cowl 1G, Jackson Clements
1G, David Townshend 1A.  611 Rotary Club  1 -
Ryan Cameron 1G, Stephen McNeil 1A,
Benjamin Godber 1A. 

807 Crabby Joe's 3 - Noah Spicer 1G, Adam
Wilson 1A,  Cory Brear 1A,  Chris Sutherland 1G
1A, David Leeper 1G.  806 Backyard Pool & Spa
Co. Ltd.  0.

803 McAlpine Ford  5 - Adam Ashraf 3G 2A,
James Eydt 1G 1A, Grant Kavanagh 1G 1A, Eric
Cumiskey 2A,  Joshua Lye 2PM. 810 Benson,
Kearley IFG  5 - Ryan Batten 1G, Zach Keller 1G,
Joel Robinson 1A, Harrison Lambrinos 1A, Joey
Leger 1A, Harrison Ghazouli 1A, James Power
1G, David Kangas 1A, Wyatt Dane 1G 2A, Austin
Skelhorn 1G 1A. 

911 AHPA  7 - Russel Johnson 3G, Kieran
Cullen 2G 1A, Paul Neophytou 1G 3A, Joshua
Carducci 1G, Michael Bitzos 2A, Alexander
Deblasis 1A,  Austin Tanaka 1A.  905 Continental
Ingredients  2 - Kyle Fedec 1G, Jake Arcangeli
1G.

909 Manhattan Trophies Ltd.  6 - David
Gonder 2G, Brian Pedron 1G 2A, MIchael
McCreesh 1G 2A, Eric Bulloch 1G 1A, Kevin Siery
1G 1A, Ben Black 3A,  Dustin Partanen 1A,  Aiden
Woods 1A,  Ian Coschi 1A.  907 Crabby Joe's  2
- Sean Foxwell 1G, Morgan Walker 1G, Neil
Duggan 1A.

904 North York Plumbing & Heating   3 - Matt
Reeves 1G 1A,  Kienan Osborne 1G, Liam
MacKichan 1G, Eric Staueble 1A,  Adam Petit 1A,
Josh Lawlor 1A,  Francois Bicego, shutout.  901
Rogers TV  0.

903 A.D.C. Aluminum  5 - Trevor George 1G
1A, Michael Tanel 1G 1A, Christopher Sanita 1G,
Matthew Sanita 1G, Jesse Borin 1G, Harris
Riopelle 1A.   902 Aurora Chrysler  3 - Connor
McQuillan 1G 1A, Scott Taylor 1G, Cody Mulhern
1G, Matthew Roach 1A,  Wyatt Jones 1A. 

908 Benson, Kearley IFG  7 - Mark Presacco
2G 1A, Liam Devlin 2G 1A, James Johnston 2G,
Luc Martineau 1G 2A, Kentner Arkell 2A, Elias
Jeries 2A,  Duncan Eveleigh 1A,  Jordan
Stephenson 1A,  Andrew Foresi 1A,  Ben Bryant
1A.  912 Pizza Pizza  3 - Tyler Indos 2G 1A,
Michael Liscio 1G 1A, Robert Ruscica 1A,
Andrew Kaszuba 1A.  

906 ATS Healthcare   1.  910 INARIA  0.

1005 BrokerLink   5 - Michael Reilly 1G, Alex
Cackirvski 1G, Cooper Riswick 1G 2A, Jason
Eberlin 1G, D. Diabelo 1G, Eamon Reilly 2A,  Matt
Clarke 1A,  Jerimiah Diaz 1A,  Ryan Eberlin 1A.
1003 Tom & Jerry's  3 - JP Sunseri 1G, Ryan
Dalcin 1G, K Piper 1G, Andrew Martin 2A,  M
Wooder 2A, T Litmanovitch 1A.  

1007 Crabby Joe's  2 - Jamie Cherutti 1G,
Nick Theodoropolous 1A,  Adam Kiroff 1A.  1005
BrokerLink  1 - Eamon Reilly 1G, Matt Clarke 1A.

1004 BMO Bank of Montreal  3 - Jesse
Bentolila 1G, Alex Heintzman 1G, Justin Killens
1G. 1008 Danny & Scotty Puck Bandits  2 - K.
Bagdanow 1G, Conner Fennel 1G, Graham Joiner
1A.   

1003 Tom & Jerry's  5 - David Baccialeri 1G
2A, D Hughes 1G, Andrew Martin 1G, Trevor Rice
1G, D. Kovac 1G 1A, Quinn McGowan 1G 1A,  T
Litmanovitch 1A.   1002 INARIA  2 - Josh Lopez

1G, M Bishop 1G, l. McGoldrick 1A.  
1006 Caruso & Company  5.  1001 Pizzaville

Aurora  5.

REP LEAGUE

Tyke - Select A - Aurora  3.  TNT  2.

Tyke - Select A - TNT   4.  Aurora  2 - Emmett
Ross 1G, Ayden Posa 1G. 

Novice AA -  Richmond Hill   3.  Aurora  5 -
Nicholas Pisapia 2G 1A, Todd Cook 1G 2A,
Charles Huxley 1A,  Ryan Catania 1G, Myles
Graham 1G 2A, Anton Sopov 1A,  Hunter Kolm
1A.  

Novice AA - Aurora  2 - Anton Sopov 1G,
Myles Graham 1G, Todd Cook 1A.  Richmond Hill
1.   

Novice A - Aurora   2 - Ethan Solilo 1G 1A,
Alex Morra 1G, Max McConkey 1A, Ryan Cariou
1A,  Liam Hadcock, shutout.  Richmond Hill   0.     

Novice AE -  Richmond Hill   6.  Aurora  2. 

Novice AE -  Richmond Hill  4.  Aurora   3.  

Minor Atom AA - Aurora  2 - Andrew Langlois
1A, Zachary Kolm 1G, Daniel Gaeta 1G, Evan
Vierling 1A, Harrison Fleischaker , shutout.
Markham   0.

Minor Atom AA - Aurora  5 - Carter Beswick
2G, Evan Vierling 1G 1A, Ethan Cameron 2G,
Jake Piper 1A, Zachary Kolm 1A, Harrison
Bennett 1A.  Markham  2.

Minor Atom AA - Aurora  2 - Ethan Cameron
1G 1A, Carter Beswick 1A,  Jake Adams 1G.
Barrie  1.  

Minor Atom A -  Barrie  3.  Aurora  2.

Minor Atom AE - Aurora  3 - Joshua Torres
1G, Curtis Manley 1A,  Sean Haw 1A, Carson Tidd
2G, Justin Lacroix, shutout.  Markham  0.   

Minor Atom AE -  Markham   5.  Aurora  4 -
Joshua Torres 2G, Carson Tidd 2G, Liam Graham
2A, James Sproul 1A, Quinn Spicer 1A. 

Atom AA - Aurora  2 - Evan Pringle 1G 1A,
Harris Goan 1G, Matteo Orlandi, shutout.  Barrie
0.

Atom A -  East Gwillimbury  3.  Aurora  2 -
Matthew McConnell 1G, Anthony Iacovetta 1G,
Spencer Morrison 1A, Sam Ashton 1A,  Blair
Crabbe 1A.   

Atom A - Aurora  5 - Anthony Iacovetta 2G 2A,
Andrew Park 1A, Spencer Morrison 1G 3A, Jack
Patterson 1G, Craig Therkildsen 1A, Camden
Graham 1A,  Dylan Prescott 1A.  TNT  1.   

Atom AE -  Markham  5.  Aurora  4 - Tyler
Sawyer 1G, Luke Catania 1G, Carson Williams
1G, Jeremy Gonsalves 1G 1A, Alex Sandras 1A.  

Atom AE - Aurora  4 - Matthew Gram 1G,
Noah Johnson 1G, Jeremy Gonsalves 1G,
Thomas Childerhose 1A,  Alex Sandras 1A,
Carson Williams 1A,  Noah Dempsey 1A,  Cooper
Judson 1A,  Ryan McCartney 1A,  Luke Catania
1G 1A.  Markham  2.  

Peewee AA - Aurora  2.  Stouffville   0.

Peewee AA - Aurora  8.  Bradford  1. 

Peewee AE -  Barrie  7.  Aurora  3 - Eric Pears
2G 1A, Jared Duthie 1G 1A.   

Minor Bantam AA - Aurora  5 - Tyler Williams
3G 1A, Jack Pecora 1G, Jared Brown 1G 1A, Zack
Phillips 1A, Evan Woodhead 2A, Bobby Jonkman
1A.  Richmond Hill   5. 

Minor Bantam AA -  Aurora  5 - Bryan
Manweiler 1G 1A, Jack Pecora 1G 1A, Evan
Woodhead 2G, Tyler Williams 1G, Jared Brown
1A, Graham Dynes, shutout.  Stouffville   0.    

Minor Bantam A - Aurora  3 - Christian Arcuri
2G, Tristan Kuchar 1A,  Connor Downs 1A, Alistair
Johnston 1G, Connor Gonsalves 1A. TNT  2. 

Minor Bantam A - Innisfil  6.   Aurora  0.

Minor Bantam AE -  Georgina   2.  Aurora  0. 

Minor Bantam AE - Stouffivlle  7.  Aurora  2
- Spencer White 1G, Ian Rucker 1A,  Lucas
Ruscica 1G, Nicolas Pearce 1A, Christian Pearce
1A.   

Bantam AA - Richmond Hill  4.  Aurora  1-
Chris Klinowski 1G. 

Bantam AA - Aurora  3 -  Daniel Middleton
1G, Chris Kinowski 1G, Luke Kelly 1G.  Richmond
Hill   2.

Bantam AA -  Stouffville  3.  Aurora  1 -
Hudson Yeomans 1G.  

Bantam AA - Stouffville  3.  Aurora  2 - Ross
Benn 1G, Hudson Yeomans 1G. 

Bantam A - Aurora  3.  Innisfil   2.

Bantam A -  Aurora 4.   Innisfil  3. 

Bantam AE - Aurora  2 - Ryan Donovan 1G,
Michael Fisher 1G, Matthew Bellerby 1A, Joe
Battiston 1A.  Newmarket   1. 

Bantam AE -  Newmarket  6.  Aurora  0. 

Bantam AE -  Newmarket  5.  Aurora  3 - Joe
Battiston 1G, Brady Mulhern 2G, Michael Fisher
1A, Johnny Sherwood 1A,  Alex Bernier 1A.   

Minor Midget AA - Aurora  2 - Quentin
Campbell 1G 1A, Brett Thiessen 1G, Lucas
Pozzebon 1A, Cody DeAngelis 1A, Andrew
Quattrin 1A.   Newmarket   1. 

Minor Midget AA - Aurora  3.  Newmarket  2
- Brett Thiessen 1G 1A, Spencer Green 1G, Nick
Scott 1G, Connor Cowl 1A, Ty Varga 1A, Lucas
Pozzebon 1A.

Minor Midget AA - Richmond Hill  5. Aurora
1 - Lucas Pozzegon 1G, Tristan Joseph 1A, Ty
Varga 1A.  

Minor Midget A -  Orillia  4.  Aurora  2 - Jack
Caldwell 1G, Matthew Tozer 1G, James Thomson
2A, Liam Coll 1A.   

Minor Midget A - Orillia  7.  Aurora  6 - Kyle
Nice 3G, Erik Balkovec 1G 1A, Matthew Tozer 1G,
Liam Beresford 1A, Brayden Bewswick 1A, Austin
Persaud 1A, Jack Caldwell 2A, James Thomson
1A, Jordan Nanos 2A, Zac Cowl 1G 1A.

Minor Midget AE - Aurora  5 - Alexander
Harrison 1G, Brett Bond 2G, Nelson Hossack 1G,
Nicholas Steiner 1G, Parker Baile 1A, Graham
Robinson 2A,  Gabe Ouahen 1A, Kevin Spiering,
shutout.  Newmarket  0.     

Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association

Results, up to 
February 19, 2012

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca



"A facility like this is a fabu-
lous concept," said Mr.
Redvers. "Unfortunately Towns
don't think there is enough
money to do it. If it is run prop-
erly it pays for itself and that is
why I am here as a business

person because I can gener-
ate the funds and put up the
money to make it happen."

If the plans go through -
and granted it will be while yet
before anything beyond the
endorsement of the Trillium
Plan hits the Council table - Mr.

McKinnon said there would be
no cost to the taxpayers and
the Town could even earn rev-
enue. But what fees will be
charged for use of the facility if
it actually takes shape, is
something that will be consid-
ered in the future according to

Al Downey, Aurora's Director
of Leisure Services.

"As part of the terms of ref-
erence, we generally ask what
membership fees would be
charged and some indication
of what those fees would be,"
he said, noting the Town's

Parks master plan calls for two
additional tennis courts by
2013.

"Council would then deter-
mine whether or not they feel
those are exorbitant rates or
not. It is a for-profit business.
Terry is not doing this out of

the goodness of his heart.
There are no fees being col-
lected and the courts are not
playable during that time.
There is a lost opportunity
there but there is an additional
opportunity you have to 
pay for."
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Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 

E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. kaitlingroup.com
For more information visit our website at

All suites include expansive Balconies or Terraces

Come and view our 
model suite designed 
by Bryon Patton 
and Associates

DOWNTOWN AURORA

call 905-503-2063

Bryon Patton
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GRAND OPENING
NOW OPEN

 from
$299,990

Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.
Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm. 
Friday by appointment. Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Club Aurora plans equipment, outreach overhaul
By Brock Weir

Club Aurora, the Aurora
Family Leisure Complex's fit-
ness facility, could receive
$125,000 over four years from
the Town if their business plan
is accepted.

Councillors earlier this
month voted to defer their
request until this Tuesday’s
General Committee meeting
to address some concerns
that were raised at the table.

Their pitch was made at
last Tuesday's general com-
mittee meeting by Al Downey,
Aurora's Director of Parks and
Recreation Services, and
community programmer
Melody McKay. Mr. Downey
said his department devel-
oped a business plan for Club
Aurora's future that promotes
overall community wellness
with a goal for "maximum well-
ness". 

The funding request,
added Ms. McKay, would help
address declining member-
ship and make sure the equip-
ment is up-to-date.

"Club Aurora has experi-
enced a 20 per cent decline in
memberships over the last five
years," she said. "Based on
regular participant feedback,

the number one complaint is
that equipment is old and out-
dated. "

The most frequent Club
Aurora users are males aged
18-54, while female students
between the ages of 14-17
are the least represented
demographic. 

Initiatives they plan on
using to increase and main-
tain existing memberships
include one month renewal
options versus a one month
trial offer, extending member-
ships to include families, low-
ering the minimum user age to
12 to increase activities for
younger users, and an
improved marketing plan. 

While Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe and Councillors such as
Sandra Humfryes and John
Abel commended Club Aurora
on their business plan and
were in favour of their request,
some, however, found it diffi-
cult to justify spending public
money on a fitness club that
would be in direct competition
with private businesses.

"Not everyone in the
municipality uses it and it is
just like another private club,"
said Councillor Evelyn Buck. "I
would have liked to have seen
a line in this business plan to

indicate how this investment is
going to be recovered in terms
of revenue. There is no pro-
posal in there to increase
membership fees to recover
this capital investment."

Councillor Buck added that
she was not interested in
increasing subsidies to users
of Club Aurora, and this was a
sentiment shared by
Councillor John Gallo.

"We're providing a service
to the Town and when we pro-
vide a service to the Town that
is in direct competition to the
private sector, I need to do my
best to identify what we are
doing differently, what niche
market we're trying to capture
so we can minimize the com-
petition that we have in the pri-
vate sector because it is, quite
frankly, somewhat unfair that
the public is subsidizing a
facility that provides a service
that the private sector pro-
vides."

Granting money simply
because existing equipment
was past its prime was not a
business plan "robust" enough
for Councillor Chris Ballard,
but Councillor John Abel said
the discussion around the
table on subsidizes and the
services Club Aurora provides

was "disappointing."
"It's sustainable, and that's

a good business case for me
right off the bat," he said. "They
want to retain the people they
have and the equipment is
over aged. I don't see them at
all in competition [with private
businesses]. I think this facility
has been running at a pretty
good rate for the last 10 - 15
years."

Earl Fritz (left) with his sons Danny and David recently opened Fritzy’s Frozen
Yogurt and Tasty Treats at Bayview and Wellington. With the Fritz family is
deputy mayor John Abel who presented the trio with greetings from the Town
of Aurora.                                                 Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

Proposed Fleury Park building could have mutiple uses
From page 14
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORDSenior Scape
By BRIAN WARBURTON

Euchre players wanted! 
Regular euchre players are

wanted on Tuesday evenings
from 6.30 until 8.30 p.m. at the
Aurora Seniors' Centre. 

Card games possess an
undeniable attraction. While
particular games may vary in
popularity from time to time,
seniors know what they want
and that is what they get. If
euchre is your game, contact
coordinators Bob or Carol at
905-898-7075 or by email at
robertlpalmer@rogers.com.

The Seniors' Centre offers
other card games in addition to
euchre but the euchre group
requires more players.

One of the bigger events in
the seniors' calendar year is
the Annual Spring Sale on
April 23 from 9.30 until 2.30
p.m.

Members operate booths
and others produce a variety of
crafts, which always attract
interested buyers. The sale
also brings in many patrons
annually, including members
who, just as I do, enjoy the
atmosphere and the goods on
offer.

Carol Hedenberg serves as
convenor again this year, a
task requiring careful 
organising and close supervi-
sion, to allow it to function
smoothly and effectively. Carol
can be reached at carol-
hed@sympatico.ca.

Carol has issued a request
for donations of merchandise
including kitchen, home decor,
toys and general household
and garden items, but not
clothing.

Knick-knacks and collecta-
bles from all over the world and
in need of a new loving home
generate enormous interest.
Books make an excellent
donation and the book sale is
often massive. If you have
books to donate, please bring

them to the Spring Sale, they
will find readership.

Calling all members of the
Seniors’ Centre who play
snooker: players are wanted
for a tournament scheduled for
Wednesday, March 7. The Ron
Googh memorial trophy, ready
for the winner stands proudly in
the Pool Room, symbolizing
the many good memories Ron
left with his former friends.
Those who knew Ron, miss his
excellent company, competitive
spirit and skilled play with cue
and ball in the Pool Room.

Please sign up in the Pool
Room, where the regular play-
ers welcome you.

The Seniors' Centre is not a
flash flood of events by any
means, but an ongoing list 
of options of ever-changing
events and activities that
involve the mind in employing
skills for several, often-diver-
gent activities. 

The Chess Club continues
each Tuesday at 4.00 p.m.,
with good attendance and a
variety of playing strengths. We
welcomed a new member from
Keswick on Tuesday, who in
spite of the distance he trav-
eled was delighted with the
competition he found.

Thursday morning has less
attendance but we do play
chess, and Saturday, with the
Seniors' Centre closed, an
informal chess meeting usually
finds players in a restaurant or
the food court in a local mall.
The mall chess often attracts
interested spectators and often
the spectators, while wanting
to play, appear intimidated,
which is a pity. 

The best advice is to play
chess if you have a real inter-
est; find a level at which you
can compete, and then let your
playing strength evolve to
where you find your true play-
ing level. No matter how well

you eventually become, some-
body stronger will emerge, and
you have a higher level to lure
your efforts further.

The third weekend in
February saw four players from
the Seniors’ Centre engage in
the Hart House U1600 chess
tournament. Hart House is part
of the University of Toronto and
the chess game results will
reflect in chess ratings of the
contestants.

Chess ratings occupy the
minds of chess players who
having played with friends,
often wonder where they
would rate in the chess world.
The answer is to join a chess
club, play in the club and at
sometime enter a tournament. 

Competition in tournaments
may surprise you with the
strength of the players, but your
opponent will require all of his
powers of concentration to get
a win, and you can expect to
win some of these games.

The O&A met on the 13th,
with a complaint registered
against this writer for com-
menting on a matter of public
business, which is to go before
the Board of Directors.

We live in a society where
freedom of expression and
other communications includ-
ing speech and the written
word is entrenched in our col-
lective cultures. 

Editors and those who
resent encroachment on per-
sonal freedom of speech or
any rights defend freedom of
speech vigorously.

The idea that debate of
public business is okay for
some, but not for others,
should remain dead as the
dodo, but the passion to con-
duct business in secrecy, rises
like the phoenix. 

This issue remains open,
and if justified will find further
expression in this column.

Calling all euchre, snooker, 
and shopping enthusiasts!

Little buzz for beehive plans
An initiative to build bee

hives on the top of munici-
pal buildings didn't build
the necessary buzz when
it was floated at Council
last month.

Councillors recently
n i x e d  a  r e c o m -
mendation from Aurora's
Environmental Advisory
Committee to contact local
beekeepers to place bee-
hives on the roofs of Town
buildings - including Town
Hall and recreational facil-
ities. 

When the recommen-
dation was presented to
Council, however, mem-
bers questioned the pur-
pose of the recommenda-
tion.

"There's nothing to tell
me why it would be a good
idea to have beehives on
the top of Town roofs and
why it would be recom-
mended," said Councillor
Evelyn Buck. "There's
nothing here on why the
Town proposes this."

Councillor John Gallo,
who sits on the
Environmental Advisory
Committee, said  a recom-

mendation came from a
committee member to
explore the opportunity,
but said they conceded
there would be some bar-
riers in implementing any
sort of hive plan, including
getting the necessary bee-
keepers up on the roof. 

"I'm not interested in
killing the idea, it's inter-
esting," said Councillor
Buck. "What are the merits
behind it? Obviously the
one who proposes it thinks
it is a good idea and
maybe there's a beekeep-
er that knows what the
advantages are, but I
would like to know."

Pollination was a key
issue that was brought up
at the committee table,
said Councillor Gallo, and
said trying to bolster the
declining bee population
was another considera-
tion. Councillors, however,
couldn't get past the liabil-
ity issue to make munici-
pal buildings hives of
activity.

"I think it is fraught with
all sorts of problems, not
the least of which is we

would be having Town
employees on the roof and
most insurance companies
want as few people as
possible on a flat roof,"
said Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe.

Aurora CAO Neil Garbe
also threw water on the
idea suggesting that the
Town did not like its own
staff to be up on the roof
let alone non-contractors
or non-employees like
local beekeepers.
Councillor Michael
Thompson also had con-
cerns but suggested alter-
natives.

"All I see is liability and
I see concern, especially
at a downtown facility
where there will be kids,
so I am not really support-
ive of sending [the recom-
mendation] back to staff
because I don't even know
what the merits are for the
Town to be involved in that
aspect," he said. "I think
there might be other ways
to support beekeepers,
maybe a few hives in the
wildlife park, but I can't
see it on Town facilities."
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
Zach at zach@auroran.com, or John at john@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery! 

The Auroran is starting to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 

Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Residential • Retail • Corporate Design

"Your Home Your Way"

905-726-1837

MYRA SPIERS INTERIOR DESIGN

www.myraspiersdesign.com

905-841-8949 416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience

Top quality guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe Repairs & 
New Installations

416-568-6928

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

Cleaning Service •   Commercial/residential ...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING 

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

• Customized Services • Same Professional and Reliable Staff • Insured & Bonded
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call or email for an in-home consultation 
loliver@rogers.com

DOUG
THOMPSON CONTRACTING Ltd.

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

Call Doug: 905-836-2792
• Quality Workmanship Guaranteed. Family Owned and Operated since 1988

• Additions • Renovations • Custom Interiors

• Bathrooms • Basements • Century Home Restorations

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil EnhancemeIest & Disease ControlP

StructIee PruningrTTrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTIent

orcemental Reinffotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

HANDYMAN PAINTERCONTRACTORART

AUTO

CLEANERS

DENTAL

DANCE

PLUMBER

TREE CARE

16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

59$From *
NEW Winshields 
 188$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Alan is also committee chairman of iloverockandroll.ca

"We have an increase in our
budget that does not include any
enhanced services and also
included is the supplementary
tax bonus of $1.1 million," said
Councillor Gaertner. "I am not
happy with that. I have said it
before and I may as well say it
again, although our depart-
ments cut about one per cent off
the non personnel costs, the
Library budget did not follow suit
and, in fact, raised their budget.
For those reasons I will not be
able to vote for this budget. 

Prior to the start of budget
deliberations in November,
Aurora CAO Neil Garbe chal-

lenged departments within the
Town to lower their own budgets
by one per cent. This challenge
was presented to the Library but
Library CEO Louise Procter
Maio said during her budget
presentation that while they tried
to lower their expenses as best
they could, they contained their
increase to 2.5 per cent. 

Above maintaining existing
service levels and meeting the
needs of Aurora's growing pop-
ulation, the Library plans on
adding one additional staff per-
son this year for outreach and to
increase the organization's pres-
ence and profile in the commu-
nity. 

"We have a Library board

with limited revenue streams
and they have a growing
demand for service," said Mr.
Elliott last week. "They are
adding one new staff person this
year and so perhaps some
would see it as a disproportion-
ate increase on the Library
Board's budget, so it is a very
small component of ours. It is a
service enhancement."

Concerns over the Library
aside, Councillor Buck was
another person at the table who
joined the chorus criticising the
budget before Council.

"I'm not prepared to list all of
the items I don't think are neces-
sary to this year's budget," she
said. "Without any trouble at all, I

could cut a million dollars easily.
I could take away that increase
in the tax rate without any trou-
ble and no conscience at all, but
I am not going to go into it
tonight. 

"I'm not going to urge
Council to change the decisions
that had been made because I
am so opposed to them. I am
not going to waste anybody's
time doing that, but I will take the
position when the bylaw comes
before us for approval."

A more positive outlook on
the 2012 budget was presented
by Councillor Michael
Thompson who said the impact
had been lessened by Mr.
Garbe's one per cent challenge

to the departments.
"I think it is important to know

that while we settled on 4.77 per
cent overall it was mostly as a
result to meet the needs of a
growing community. 3.42 per
cent of that is really all fire relat-
ed and one per cent is future
related for growth and 1.36 per
cent is water related, which is
really just transferred from one
bucket to another," he said.

"We have worked hard to try
to minimize to the best of our
ability and there are still some at
the table who would like to see
more and don't agree with it.
That's why we're all here. I look
forward to communicating with
our residents to really highlight

all of the work that has been
done by all of us, by both staff
and Council, to identify how we
ended up at 4.77."

Another factor to the
increase, said Mr. Elliott, was
today's "uncertain economic cli-
mate."

"We are accommodating
growth needs," said Mr. Elliott of
the 2012 budget. "Our commu-
nity is growing. We do have
more revenue from them but we
are balancing our internal
capacity with public service
expectations. It seems every
year the public is expecting
more and greater value for their
tax dollars and we are trying to
deliver that."

From page 1

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 15 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

Come and fall in love with a painting

 

oldgrouch@rogers.com   •  905 727 6021

John Lloyd

Whildwood Studio & Gallery

ONLY       
Call for a 14 point inspection
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For more information call: 
905-713-6326 FR
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Water Treatment your whole family 
will benefit from!

39$ 95

For a Limited Time 

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 

1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

HOME RENO PLUS

1 call. 
We do it all!

Basements ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens

Your project is more 
affordable than you thought

905.235.7357
Thank you for supporting “At Your Service” Directory listings in The Auroran. 

For more information about advertising in this section please call 905-727-3300. 

LIMOUSINE VETERINARY SERVICES

WATERMOVING & STORAGE

INTERIOR DESIGN

HOME RENO MONUMENTS

REAL ESTATE

Keller Williams 
Realty Centres, Brokerage  

First Time 
Homebuyers!

Get started now 
on path to home!

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

LINDA STEPHENS
Sales Representative

Call right now for  a

 
to get you where 

you want be!

Direct: 289-221-5999/ Office: 905-895-5972 x 816

BUYERS KIT

Independently Owned and Operated

Aurora Council approves 2012 budget with 4.77 tax increase
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VideosVideos

Our        Town

Our        Town

Thank you to our videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Watch community just posted

Watch for new community videos each week. If you have an upcoming event and would 
like it covered by theauroran.com please have your event co-ordinator email cynthia@auroran.com

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with Alison
Collins-Mrakas

Go to the site using your smartphone. Here’s how:
1. On your  ‘Smart Phone’  browser go to getscanlife.com and download the free application
Scanlife.com reader (or any app you prefer) onto your phone.
2. Press the download button when the site auto-detects your device. 
3. The app will be downloaded to your phone.
Click on the ScanLife icon to scan QR codes or barcodes.

“Our Town”
with 

 

Shows from the Market 

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to 

If you don’t have a smart phone, go to 
www.theauroran.com –click on the video –to go to TVA

Alison 

• Spectrum Baton - promo
• Ugly Christmas Sweaters for Sick Kids
• St. Joseph’s Catholic School 50th Anniversary
• Artists in the Valley
• Central York Fire Services Open House 

Collins-Mrakas

www.aurorafarmersmarket.tv

& much more... go to www.theauroran.com

K.O. Creations 

Cocoa Cannelle 

Chef: Mr. Spinners 

Chef: Pascal

Jan’s Country Pantry

FERRET GIRL - Colin Haskin

Indoor Winter Farmers 

Market - Cultural Centre

www.theauroran.com

Watch Thurs. 
7 p.m.

NEW  VIDEO
Tour the January 

Market and Art Show 

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 1,000,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each year!

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

The Town of Aurora passed a Council resolution last year that would have allowed
them to seek to recover the $55,000+ of public money spent in former mayor Phyllis
Morris' defamation suit against three local bloggers, among others, if she had been
successful. 

Now that Ms. Morris has dropped the suit, 
should the Town still seek to recover the money? 

AURORAN  POLL
VOTEPlease participate in our POLL 

go to www.theauroran.com - scroll to the 
bottom right side of the home page to... 
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

BUSINESS SERVICES

PET SHARE

Are you a multi- tasker? Creative thinker? Pass ionate
about sales? This might be just the opportunity you’ve
been looking for.

Responsibilities include:
• Service and expand existing accounts through 

maintaining good customer relations and developing 
sales programs that meet advertisers’ business needs.

• Prospect for new accounts including researching 
advertisers in competing publications and reviewing 
new businesses in the area.

• Establish and renew advertising contracts.
• Collect, process, and proof Clients’ ads for 

completeness and accuracy.
• Provide Composing with clear and organized 

instructions / designs for ads.
• Negotiate rates with Clients, subject to Department 

restrictions, and to assist Accounting with the 
collection of accounts.

• Accurately complete run sheets to ensure accounting 
maintains current files on all Clients.

• Respond to incoming telephone inquiries concerning 
advertising services.

• Address customer concerns in a timely and 
appropriate manner.

• Attain and/or surpass sales targets.

The successful candidate will:
• be action-oriented, creative, customer focused, result

driven and have the ability to maintain composure at
all times 

• have sound knowledge of sales and marketing
practices

• have excellent communication skills, verbal and written
• have the ability to work indiviually and as a team with 

minimum supervision
• have strong computer knowledge in Microsoft Office; 

experience with design applications an asset
• have the ability to meet deadlines and work under

pressure
• be extremely organized and detail oriented
• have strong time management skills
• have strong presentation skills

Qualifications:
• College Diploma in business, marketing 

or related field preferred 
or 3 years sales experience.

• Valid driver’s license and 
good driving record

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates 
should forward 

their resume and cover letter to  
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

Full Time Advertising 
Sales Representative

To book your route please
email Zach at zach@auroran.com,

or John at john@auroran.com

ONCE A WEEK DELIVERY

We are looking for youth and adult 
carriers to join our delivery team!

 

The Auroran is switching 
to carrier delivery. 

Carrier routes are available 
for all areas.

CAREER

FOR SALE

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest financial
services companies is rapid-
ly expanding in this area. If
you desire a dynamic career
with excellent income poten-
tial, call Ruth Greaves at 1-
888-240-4767.

PRINCESS ABIGAIL is
looking for another King
Charles to spend time with
a few hours a week. Please
call 905-751-6013. 

NORDHEIMER UPRIGHT
cabinet grand piano,  with origi-
nal stool. $580. Please email
bob@auroran.com. 

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD
Maple Queen Anne style
Buffet, great condition.
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for sale as
well. Call 905-727-6497. 

VINTAGE FURNISHINGS for sale. Couches, love seats, chairs
from the 1950s and 60s. Good condition. Prices on enquiry. Call
905-727-6497.

TAX PREPARATION
Personal & Small Business.
Local Pick U p  &  D e l i v e r y  
647-808-3331

Simcoe-York Group of Newspapers, an established 
and fast-paced publisher of local newspapers, invites
applications for the above position at our Beeton office.

The purpose of this full time position is to develop the
business by selling advertising and concepts to both 
new and existing clients.

To be considered for this role, you must have cold 
calling experience. You will possess a pleasant 
phone manner and excellent communication skills,
initiative, self-motivaion and a strong commitment
to customer service. You need to have a 
consultative approach as the role is 
challenging and engaging. You will be
able to pursue opportunities to reach 
set targets and goals. 

Experience in publishing
is advantageous, 
but not essential.

Interested 
applicants 

are invited to 
forward a letter 

of application 
accompanied by resume to 

rdrillen@mac.com

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

TELEMARKETER

SUSHI KUI
Japanese restaurant

SERVER
& Waitress Manager

Contact Bonnie 
905-727-8822 

resumé and references.

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 
905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632
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Selling price and payment include freight/PDI, EHF tires and fi lters, A/C tax, and OMVIC fee, and exclude taxes. 
*Selling price is $54,720 on a new 2012 Acura MDX (Model YD2H2CJN) // $42,520 on a new 2012 Acura RDX (Model TB1H2CJN). Prices include $1,895 freight and PDI, EHF tires ($29), EHF fi lters ($1), air conditioning tax ($100) and OMVIC fee ($5). License, insurance, registration, and taxes 
(including HST and tax for fuel conservation, if applicable) are extra. †Limited time lease offer 2012 Acura MDX (Model YD2H2CJN) // 2012 Acura RDX (Model TB1H2CJN) available through Acura Financial Services on approved credit. Representative lease example: 0.25% nominal lease rate for 
25 months // 0.25% nominal lease rate for 25 months. Monthly payment is $588 with $6,900 down payment // $428 with $5,125 down payment, and with $1,895 freight and PDI, EHF tires ($29), EHF fi lters ($1), air conditioning tax ($100) and OMVIC fee ($5) included. First monthly payment, 
$0 security deposit and $400 // $75 tax for fuel conservation due at lease inception, if applicable. Total lease obligation is $22,000 // $15,900. 20,000 km/year allowance; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. Retailer may sell/lease for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. While quantities 
last. ‡Complimentary scheduled maintenance available on all 2012 Acura Models sold between Sept 1, 2011 and Feb 29, 2012 for 25 months from date of purchase or 50,000 km; whichever occurs fi rst. See your Acura retailer for a complete list of exclusions and maintenance items. Offer ends 
Feb 29, 2012 and is subject to change or cancellation without notice. Offers only valid for Ontario residents at Ontario Acura dealers. Vehicles are for illustration purposes only. Offers subject to change without notice. See your Acura retailer for full details. 

 MONTHLY PAYMENT

$588†

$6,900 DOWN PAYMENT  
INCLUDES FREIGHT,  PDI & FEES 

 MONTHLY PAYMENT

$428†

$5,125 DOWN PAYMENT  
INCLUDES FREIGHT,  PDI & FEES 

2012 MDX
STARTING FROM $54,720*

2012 RDX
STARTING FROM $42,520*

MONTHLY PAYMENT

ACURA PRESENTS:

TIME IS ALMOST UP ON THE OFFER OF A LIFETIME.

0.25%
 LEASE RATE†

25-MONTH
LEASE

25-MONTH
COMPLIMENTARY
MAINTENANCE‡

O N  S E L E C T  2 0 1 2  A C U R A  M O D E L S

OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 29

Local quilter Angela Krotowski held a good ole’ fashioned quilting bee at the
Aurora Cultural Centre on Tuesday afternoon. This quilt in progress is in the
centre of the Church Street building’s Blue Gallery as part of Ms. Krotowski’s
exhibition “Story Quilts”, which runs through March. Seen above, left to right,
are Audrey Medcalf, Rosemary Addison, Susan Shaw, Ms. Krotowski, Nina
Whalen, and Betty Norberg.                                  Auroran photo by David Falconer

Five years is a “good season” for volunteers: Food Pantry
By Brock Weir

The Aurora Food Pantry
experienced steady demand
through the holiday season,
but the local charity is in a
good position right now due to
the generosity of Aurorans,
according to volunteers.

"We had very generous
donations over Christmas and
Thanksgiving, but we always
need help throughout the
year," said Nancy-Jean
Rummenie of the Aurora Food
Pantry.

The Christmas season is
always one time of the year
when the group receives a "lit-
tle bit of a spike in demand,"
she said, along with August
and September in the back-to-
school season when money is
a bit tight. But serving their reg-
ular and occasional clientele
would not be possible without
the work of volunteers.

Volunteers from the Aurora
Food Bank were recently hon-
oured by the Town at the
Community Recognition
Awards ceremony. One of
many was Ron Adams, who
was commended for his 10
years of service to the commu-
nity and the Food Pantry. 

When asked what the
recognition meant to him, he
said the award really should
have gone to Lorna
Rummenie because "she is
the food bank." A probation
officer in his day job, Mr.
Adams said after working with
young offenders for a long
time, he wanted to see first-

hand organizations that were
making a difference in the
community.

"It started with the food
bank and I just enjoy it," he
said. "I love meeting the peo-
ple, I have met some neat peo-
ple who are involved but I did-
n't think it was going to go on
this long, to be quite frank," he
said. "It was just to find out
what this was like and move
on."

But he keeps coming back
for more. Mr. Adams said that
the work is fun and he enjoys
meeting the people, but there-
in lay one drawback to the
work.

"I think what disappoints
me is there is such a bad
image with people using food
banks and that is unfortunate
because when you do meet
them, you meet a lot of people
who are there because they
have to be, not because they
want to be," he said. "There is
always the image of street
people and they just don't want
to do things; that is the furthest
thing from the truth. I have
seen people who did well after
using the food bank and have
come back and donated to it. It
is unfortunate that we need
food banks and I wish people
would take a little more note of
that."

For Nancy-Jean, however,
there was a missed opportuni-
ty in noting some of the other
individuals like Mr. Adams and
Sue Abram who make the
Aurora Food Pantry what it is
today. The 2011 Community

Recognition Awards eliminat-
ed the category for five years
of service. But this move, she
said, was not consistent with
how community groups and
the community as a whole
have developed over time. 

While Ms. Rummenie want-
ed to make special note that
an error led to the Food Pantry
in missing submitting volunteer
Delia Bernadi for her 15 years
of service with the group, oth-
ers were left off. 

"Now you have to be 10
years or longer, and not just
from the food bank but in any
volunteer situation," she said
of the Town's decision to elimi-
nate the Five Year Recognition
category.

That decision came after
feedback from "a number of
people" suggesting enhance-
ments to the awards with a
fresh format and look, accord-
ing to Michael Kemp, acting
Director of Corporate
Communications for the Town
of Aurora.

"This included revising
some of the recognition cate-
gories. In some instances,
there were no names put for-
ward for specific categories
and in others there were
many," he said.

"The organizing group
decided to modify the ceremo-
ny to highlight the individual
stories of the volunteers who
were honoured. Some of the
criticism of the previous format
was that with so many being
honoured, it was difficult to
give each person the recogni-

tion they deserved. To help
streamline the number of
recipients, some categories
were removed. The 5-year cat-
egory was one of these. 

"While there were a num-
ber of considerations for
removing certain categories,
one of the reasons for remov-
ing the 5-year category is that
the number of recipients had
gone from 29 to 96 in just two
years. It was becoming very
difficult to give individual recog-

nition with so many more
recipients. Streamlining the
overall numbers allowed for
more individual attention.

Nevertheless, he said, the
municipality is reviewing the
2011 ceremony format and will
be presenting options for this
year's event to Council for fur-
ther consideration this spring.
Restoring the five year recog-
nition awards, Ms. Rummenie
said, would be a better reflec-
tion of the times, and was

something that was discussed
at a recent committee meeting. 

"Today's society is so tran-
sient and people move so
often that to be in one location
for five years and dedicated to
something is quite an achieve-
ment," she said. "I am person-
ally disappointed that they
have taken that award away
because it makes it a lot 
harder.

"A five year season is a
good season."
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said, that they believe the
Cultural Centre should pres-
ent a budget before any
public funds are given out,
as well as their ongoing sus-
tainability. Negative feed-
back received, he added,
had been fuelled by what he
described as Councillor
Chris Ballard's "rally to fight
the closure of the Cultural
Centre" on his blog.

"There is a lot of support
and a small pocket of those
against it," said Councillor
Abel. "Most of the emails
[we have received] are mis-
information so they are not
addressing our notice at all.
There is a story they were
given by Councillor Ballard
that is not factual. I am dis-
appointed in what Councillor
Ballard is informing the
small pocket of people that
are concerned."

Councillor Abel said he
has met with the Board of
the Cultural Centre to dis-
cuss the motion, which will
be spoken to on February
28. He added he and
Councillor Pirri could amend
their motion when it gets to
the table to address some of
the concerns they have
heard from the board.

"We would advance the
expiry date and then we
would have a brand new
long-term agreement," said
Councillor Abel of a possible

amendment. "This is the sta-
bility factor, and I like Paul's
analogy - it's like an athlete
in his final year of his con-
tract getting a contract
extension."

Speaking to The Auroran,
however, Councillor Ballard
insisted he was not "instigat-
ing a scare campaign" with a
blog post describing "the
fight to save the ACC" and a
need to "counter the well
organized misinformation
campaign that seeks to shut
the Centre."

"You come in and drop
the atomic bomb on the
Centre by cancelling their
contract," Councillor Ballard
told us. "What does that tell
the public and what does it
tell supporters of all sorts of
negative things about our
volunteer board, about our
great staff, and the fantastic
volunteers we have? 

"You can't talk out of both
sides of your mouth. You
can't say that the Aurora
Cultural Centre is a great
place and they are doing a
great job and they have fan-
tastic programs, and then
out of the other side of your
mouth say that it all has to
be changed, it's no good,
the board is not doing this,
that or the other. By invoking
the termination clause that
is exactly what Councillors
Abel and Pirri are doing. 

"They brought an atomic

Motion “brought atomic bomb to knife fight”
bomb to a knife fight and
people are really reacting
because there has been so
much sniping in the last 18
months about the Aurora
Cultural Centre and finally it
is coming to a head."

Councillor Ballard pon-
dered why the Councillors
are "treating" the Aurora
Cultural Centre different
from any other corporation
around Town, comparing
that agreement with the
agreement, for instance,
that the Town holds with
Turtle Island for waste dis-
posal. 

"If I were a service
provider to the Town and the
Town came to me and said
we want to open the contract

up mid-stream and develop
new KPIs, I would probably
tell them to go pound salt,"
he said. "That's one thing
that bothers me that I don't
think Council understands
that the Aurora Cultural
Centre itself is an independ-
ent, incorporated not-for-
profit organization.

"I don't believe I am fear
mongering. I think the alarm
needs to be raised because
I don't believe that
Councillor Pirri and Abel
understand the conse-
quences of invoking a termi-
nation or an early cancella-
tion clause and the damage
it does to the reputation of
the centre. They really don't
get it."

Arts & Culture
There is a price to pay for
passion: Andre LaPlante

By Brock Weir

As famed pianist Andre
LaPlante prepared Friday
afternoon to appear before
a sold out crowd at the
Aurora Cultural Centre that
evening, the intimate setting
of the Centre was a wel-
come change of pace for
him.

Mr. LaPlante has trav-
elled the world, appearing in
the world's grandest ven-
ues, and has even garnered
an Order of Canada for his
efforts, but Mr. LaPlante is
most at home in smaller
venues because he can
achieve a more direct con-
nection with his audience. 

"It's a different kind of
communication because if
you are in a bigger hall,
playing is always a gamble
because you have to under-
stand what the acoustics
are like and you have to
deal with the instrument,"
he said. "You always have
some different beast to con-
trol. In a smaller place, it is
more intimate and you
believe in playing for the
people and...when they lis-
ten well you can feel the
energy in the room."

Mr. LaPlante was in

Aurora as the first performer
in the second wave of the
Great Artists Piano series,
the brainchild of award win-
ning musicians and Aurora
residents Bonnie and
Norbert Kraft. As performers
themselves, Ms. Kraft said
hosting a concert series
such as this has been a life-
long dream.

After 20 years of touring
Canada and the world, the
couple encountered many
local sponsors along the
way that dedicated them-
selves to opening up their
homes, giving concerts, and
fostering musicians, and
once established, they
wanted to return the favour.

"It was my dream and
what I dearly loved to be in
a position to do," she said.
"If I can play that part and
help in the process [of intro-
ducing musicians to local
audiences] I feel that I am in
a small way helping live
music stay alive in our com-
munities."

For Mr. LaPlante keeping
music and creativity alive in
communities is "so essential
for any society to function,"
he said. 

A native of Quebec, Mr.
LaPlante first touched the

ivories at the age of four and
he said he instantly had an
"unconditional passion" for
the instrument. From that
early age he knew he
always wanted to be a per-
former. The dream, howev-
er, really took hold during
Expo 67.

"This brought the world
to Montreal," he recalled.
"There were discoveries on
both sides and the city
changed forever after that.
We had another renais-
sance with the arts.

"Then I went to Julliard
and Paris for a couple of
years, met peers from all
over the world, and always
kept my eye on the sparrow
of what I wanted to do. I was
never pushy as a careerist; I
wanted to have concerts, of
course, but the big glamour
attached to it was not the
most interesting thing for
me. It was the learning
process and I had the
opportunity because I won
the Tchaikovsky Prize. It
gave me instant world pub-
licity and I had the opportu-
nity to play what I learned. It
was the right place at the
right time."

But although he was in
the right place at the right

time, Mr. LaPlante said he
found the transition very dif-
ficult. With his success,
demands for concerts
ramped up, and it took its
emotional toll. Today, Mr.
LaPlante stresses the
importance of being emo-
tionally balanced as a key to
success in music.

"The more you love it, the
more it is going to create a
great disturbance in your

life," he said. "There is a
price for passion and that
price is working."

And he continues to play
that price. One of the most
important things for an
aspiring musician to do is
work a willingness to work
constantly. Even on holiday,
Mr. LaPlante said he wakes
up in the morning with a
tune being "processed in his
head" and that leads to a lot

of conscious and uncon-
scious work, and new dis-
coveries every day. 

"It's like the Big Bang -
you discover the universe is
still in expansion," he said.
"It is kind of nice to think like
that because it doesn't stop.
It's nice to know that if you
master your music and your
instrument you can do it for
a long time. For me, it is a
lifelong process."

Famed pianist Andre LaPlante rehearsed Friday afternoon for his concert that
evening at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Mr. LaPlante, who has travelled the
world with his music and played some of the world’s grandest halls, said he
always welcomes the opportunity to play more intimate venues to have a
more direct connection with his audience. His concert, the first in the new
season of the Great Artists piano series, was a sell-out.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

From page 1
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The 12th annual Mardi Gras For Southlake at The
Mansion on Saturday night was a tremendous 
success, and organizers say the money raised for
Southlake and the Regional Cancer Centre 
exceeded their $250,000 goal. Ticket holders had a
great time for a great cause and our photographer
David Falconer was on hand to capture the revelry.

(1) Stefanie Londero, a dancer from the Aurora
Aerials and the Jaymor School of Dancing really
flipped for the event; (2)  Aurora Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe and East Gwillimbury Mayor Virginia
Hackson were two of the merry Mardi Gras 
monarchs. (3) Radio host Gord James emceed the
event. (4) Ticket holders were greeted at the door
by a juggling stilt walker. (5) Jaymor dancers
Robyn Amelard and Alison Parke strike a pose. (6)
Entertainment was provided by the Thursday Night
Jam Orchestra.

MARDI GRAS 2012
11 22 33

44

55

66
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