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Tax hike set for
approval this week

By Brock Weir

Aurora's proposed 4.77 per
cent tax hike is likely to become
a reality as the 2012 budget
plan comes up for final
approval Tuesday night. 

The 4.77 per cent increase
on the Town's side of things
will, when combined with tax
pressures from the Region of
York, result in an overall impact
of 2.42 for Aurora taxpayers.
The increase comes with a
resulting total tax levy of
$31,514,900 and a total expen-
diture plan of $49,774,900. 

"Together with the revenue
neutral change to the education
tax rate, staff estimate the
effective taxpayer impact to be
2.42 per cent increase on the
overall residential tax billing,"
said Town Treasurer Dan Elliott.
"This increase applies to prop-

erties which experienced the
average reassessment phase-
in change of 1.39 per cent
from 2011 to 2012 assessment
value. Those properties with
higher reassessment change
will experience tax rate
increases higher than 2.42 per
cent while those with lower
changes will see lower tax
increases."

If approved Tuesday night, it
will be the end of a budget
process that began last
November and carr ied on
through last month as items
were added and removed from
the Town's operating budget
weekly. One of the biggest
impacts faced in this budget
was a growing cost for fire
services which was increased
by 9.8 per cent "mainly due to
2012 being the first full year of

Please see page 7

HOCKEY WEEK IN AURORA
Local hockey players took to the ice on ponds near Henderson and Bathurst on Saturday
afternoon, coinciding with Hockey Day in Canada 2012. Hockey’s prominence as one of
Canada’s national sports was underscored last week with the visit of Roch Carrier, author of
The Hockey Sweater. Mr. Carrier (inset) spent the day working with students at St. Andrew’s
College and was presented with a print of a Canadiens sweater by Grade 9 students Saad
Siddiqui and Andrew Mackin. Please see page 14.                             Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Aurora-King trustee position
now in the Board’s hands

By Brock Weir

The applications are in and the
decision on who will be Aurora-
King's public school trustee is
now in the hands of the School
Board. 

Applications from interested
individuals to replace outgoing
trustee Gord Kerr were due in on
Monday. Mr. Kerr was re-elected
to the post of Trustee for Aurora-
King in October 2010, after a
closely fought contest against
Dave Williams. He tendered his
resignation earlier this year citing
business commitments and his
resignation was accepted by the
board shortly thereafter. 

On January 24, the York
Region District School Board
chose to fill Mr. Kerr's seat
through a public appointment

process rather than a by-election
and three applications had been
received by the board at press
time.

"We had two options - the by-
election and the appointment
process," said Anna DeBartolo,
Chair of the York Region District
School Board. "It was a decision
made by the Board of Trustees by
vote and the by-election was
[considered] costly and that was
one of the biggest factors as to
why we did not go for the by-elec-
tion. Because it is both Aurora
and King, it would have been
quite costly for us to run a by-
election in both."

Since the appointment
process was made public, Ms.
DeBartolo said she had not
received any feedback from the

Please see page 7



Spend the afternoon learning to draw a favourite car-
toon character on a poster-sized sheet. Learn the
hints and tricks of making it authentic - by the end of
the afternoon you'll have created artwork for your
walls, and a new drawing skill to use again and again!
1 p.m. - 3.30 p.m.; children ages 7 - 12. Pre-registra-
tion required: workshop fee $30 includes all materi-
als. To register contact the Centre at 905-713-1818,
or drop by. 22 Church Street; fully accessible at the
north glass doors. For info:
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or 905-713-1818.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH

BREAK - MAGIC SHOW: I LOVE TO READ! from 2 -
2.45 p.m. in the Magna Room. Join "Lofty" in this
magical and entertaining show!  A blend of magic,
juggling, storytelling, jokes and of course participa-
tion, children will have a hollering good time. Ages
6+. Free tickets are available in advance by contact-
ing Polly Ross, Children Services Librarian at 905-
727-9494 x208 or by emailing pross@library.on.ca.

* * * * 
March Break Workshop - Anime Basics. Learn the

basics of the popular Japanese-style animation found
in print and comic books characters. Cartooning
expert Dirk Michiels will teach you the basics of draw-
ing, colouring and shading such characters as
Naruto, Bleach, Fairy Tail, One Piece and more. 1
p.m. - 4 p.m.; ages 11 - 15. Pre-registration required:
workshop fee $35 includes all materials. To register
contact the Centre at 905-713-1818, or drop by. 22
Church Street; fully accessible at the north glass
doors. For info: www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call
905-713-1818.

THURSDAY, MARCH 15
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH

BREAK - CINDY COOK FROM POLKA DOT DOOR
from 10 - 10.45 a.m. in the Magna Room. The Sing
and Spell Show with Cindy Cook from Polka Dot
Door. In this musical participation concert, Cindy will
use puppets, songs, spelling games, riddles and dif-
ferent languages to show children that reading is
FUN! Ages 3-6. Free tickets are available in advance
by contacting Polly Ross, Children Services Librarian
at 905-727-9494 x208 or by emailing
pross@library.on.ca.

FRIDAY, MARCH 16
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH

BREAK - ANIMALS @ THE LIBRARY from 10 - 11
a.m. in the Magna Room. WHIMZ Animal Fun!  Join
us for this fun, dynamic and educational presentation
about the animals you may or may not see in your
backyard!  What animals will WHIMZ bring? Come
and see for yourself! Ages 7+. Free tickets are avail-
able in advance by contacting Polly Ross, Children
Services Librarian at 905-727-9494 x208 or by email-
ing pross@library.on.ca.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21
Jacqueline Stuart will lead a heritage discussion

entitled "The Worst Place Inside the Corporation" at
the Aurora Cultural Centre at 7 p.m. Where in Aurora
could this building - and area - possibly be?
Admission by donation is gratefully received. Light
refreshments are provided. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 23
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Soyeon Lee

(www.soyeonlee.com), part of the Great Artist Piano
Series. Winner of the prestigious Naumburg
International Piano Competition, Ms. Lee will present
"An Invitation to the Dance" program to includes
works by Bartok, Schumann, Liszt and Albeniz.
Individual tickets $30 adult /$25 seniors and stu-
dents, plus HST.  Doors open at 7 p.m.; concert at 8
p.m. General Admission seating. Tickets are available
over the phone with a credit card, or in person at the
Centre. 22 Church Street; fully accessible at the north
glass doors. For info: www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or
call 905-713-1818.

SUNDAY, MARCH 25
The Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum will host a

pancake brunch today from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Celebrate the end of winter at this delicious event
hosted by the Founding Friends of the Museum.
Enjoy a pancake and ham brunch topped off with
locally-produced maple syrup. Also join us for a fun
and enthusiastic reading of Eric Carle's children's
book Pancakes, Pancakes! by local story-teller
Susan Murray.  Interactive readings at 10.45 a.m. &
1.30 p.m.  Drop in readings between noon & 1
p.m.Cost: $6 for adults, $3 for children under 12.

TUESDAY, MARCH 27
The Aurora Public Library presents MEDIEVAL

STAINED GLASS from 7 - 8 p.m. In the Middle Ages,
stained glass windows decorated churches and
cathedrals.  The light streams through in different
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COMING EVENTS
JANUARY 28 - APRIL 22

Kleinburg's McMichael Gallery presents The
McMichael Tree Project, a celebration of the artistic,
cultural, and natural aspects of the tree with two
breathtaking exhibitions, special installations, and a
variety of programs. The program concludes on Earth
Day, April 22. The McMichael Canadian Art Collection
is located at 10365 Islington Avenue in Kleinburg. For
more information call 905-893-1121.

FEBRUARY 9 - MAY 5
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Under

Sacred Skies; panoramic oil paintings by Michael
Fromowitz in the Great Hall Gallery. Artist Reception
February 18, 1 - 4 p.m.; all welcome. Continues
through until May 5; Gallery Hours Tuesday -
Saturday, 1 - 4 p.m. and during special events; free
admission. 22 Church Street; wheelchair accessible
at north entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818,
or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents the first of four concerts in the 2012 Great
Artists Piano Series, featuring great Canadian pianist
Andre Leplante. Solo piano program will include
works by Haydn, Liszt, Ravel, and Bach. Doors open
at 7 p.m., concert at 8 p.m. General admission seat-
ing. Subscriptions for all four concerts: $95 for adults,
$80 for seniors and students. Individual tickets for
each concert $30 adult, $25 seniors' and students
plus HST. Fully accessible building. For info please
call 905-713-1818, or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * * 
John McIntyre will lead a heritage discussion enti-

tled "Antique Furniture from 19th Century Ontario" at
the Aurora Cultural Centre at 7 p.m. Furniture from
pioneer Ontario to the days of the Industrial
Revolution. Audience members are invited to also
bring along questions about their own furniture.
Admission by donation is gratefully received. Light
refreshments are provided.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20
The Town of Aurora hosts the Arctic Adventure

today for Family Day. Bundle up and take in some
great outdoor activities such as dog sled rides, snow
showing, skating, live entertainment, professional ice
carving, and snow much more! The event kicks off at
10 a.m. at Town Park and is expected to run through
4 p.m. For more information contact
sware@aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762.

* * * * 
Family day at the Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum.

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Drop by and create some fun her-
itage crafts, tour the historical buildings and visit the
gift shop.  A great experience for the whole family!
Admission: $2 per youth. 14732 Woodbine Avenue,
Gormley.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
Bowl for Kids Sake 2012 will take place today at

the Gateway Café and Lanes at 1 p.m. and 3.30 p.m.
Five and 10 Pin lanes are available. Call 905-716-
2149 for more information. Pledge forms, location
maps, fundraising tips and event updates can be
found online at www.bbbsy.ca.

* * * * 
Aurora Farmer's Market at the Aurora Cultural

Centre, 22 Church Street; 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Favourite
market vendors with a wide selection of produce,
bakery fare, jams & jellies, artisan goods - and more!
Free admission. 22 Church Street; wheelchair acces-
sible at north entrance.

* * * * 
History Hands-On (H2O) in Winter at the

Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum. 12 noon - 4 p.m. Visit
the Log Cabin and try your hand at some Pioneer
chores.  Help prepare treats in the Farmhouse
kitchen and complete your lessons on a slate in the
19th century classroom.  Admission is free, donations
gratefully accepted. 14732 Woodbine Avenue,
Gormley.

* * * * 
Residents are invited to participate in the Freezin'

for a Reason Polar Dip to raise money to protect the
Lake Simcoe Watershed. Participants must raise at

least $200 per person in pledges or $600 for a team
of four. Organizers promise awards for top fundrais-
ing individuals and teams, as well as for the "zaniest
individual and team costume." To sign up, visit
www.lakesimcoefoundation.ca and click on Events.
The goal is to raise at least $150,000 to "ensure our
air, land and water are cleaner and greener for future
generations to enjoy."

* * * * 
Musicians from The Piano Studio in both Aurora

and Newmarket will hold a gala concert in aid of an
African children's charity tonight at 6.30 at
Newmarket Theatre. Tickets are still available for pur-
chase and can be reserved in person at The Piano
Store in Aurora at 255 Industrial Parkway South, Unit
2, by calling 905-727-5582, online at
www.thepianostudio.com, or at their Newmarket loca-
tion at 69 Davis Drive.

FRIDAY, MARCH 2
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Jane

Bunnett Live in Concert with Very Special Guest
Hilario Duran. Bunnett, a Member of the Order of
Canada, is renowned for her Cuban roots-inspired
and Latin Contemporary Jazz styles. She is joined by
dazzling pianist Hilario Duran at the piano. This duo
was recently nominated for a Juno Award for their
album Cuban Rhapsody - don't miss their Aurora
debut! Tickets, $32, are available over the phone with
a credit card, or in person at the Centre. 22 Church
Street; fully accessible at the north glass doors. For
info: www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-
1818.

SUNDAY, MARCH 4
FREE Children's March Break Workshop.

"Pioneer Ways in Sewing" - Learn to Stitch from
Master Quilter Angela Krotowski, from basic stitches,
completing a heritage knot to creating your own quilt-
ed heart fabric block to take home. No charge; pre-
registration required as class size is limited. Intended
for children ages 7 and up. Two time slots to choose
from:  1p.m. - 2.30 p.m., and 2.30 p.m. - 4 p.m. To reg-
ister contact the Centre at 905-713-1818, or drop by
22 Church Street; fully accessible at the north glass
doors. For info: www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call
905-713-1818.

MONDAY, MARCH 12
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH

BREAK - SUPER SCIENCE from 2 - 2.45 p.m. in the
Magna Room. Bubbling potions, air pressure experi-
ments, cool chemical reactions and more! Come out
for this Super Science program that will both enter-
tain and educate children. Ages 7+. Free tickets are
available in advance by contacting Polly Ross,
Children Services Librarian at 905-727-9494 x 208 or
by emailing pross@library.on.ca.

MARCH 12 - 14
March Break Workshop Papier-Mache - The

Ultimate Craft! Register now for this fabulous March
Break 3-morning activity in order to create a project
from start to finish. Choose from 3 projects - a mon-
ster, an animal or a décor piece for your room. Learn
to build the form using easy household supplies.
Bring a paint shirt, sketchbook and snack each day
as well as your imagination!  Pre-registration required
- workshop requires all 3 mornings to complete the
project. 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon each day; intended for
children ages 6 - 12. Workshop fee $75 includes all
materials. To register contact the Centre at 905 713-
1818, or drop by. 22 Church Street; fully accessible at
the north glass doors. For info:
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

TUESDAY, MARCH 13
The Aurora Public Library presents MARCH

BREAK - MUSIC WITH RUSS! from 10 - 10.45 a.m.
in the Magna Room. Join Russ Clayton for a family-
fun concert!  Russ will sing and play instruments,
making this an upbeat, high tempo musical adventure
for families!  Ages: Families. Free tickets are available
in advance by contacting Polly Ross, Children
Services Librarian at 905-727-9494 x208 or by email-
ing pross@library.on.ca.

* * * *
March Break Workshop - Cartoon Poster-Mania!
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MARDI GRAS FOR SOUTHLAKE

The Manor on Industrial Parkway will be decked out for a slice of the
Big Easy this Saturday, February 18, for the annual Mardi Gras for
Southlake Fundraiser. Proceeds from the fundraiser will go to benefit
the Stronach Regional Cancer Centre at Southlake Regional Health
Centre. Tickets are still available for purchase from
www.auroramardigras.com and individual tickets are $150 apiece.
Tables of ten are also available. The event features a streetscape and
silent auction items will be available in the shop windows, food from
local restaurants will also be featured, as will buskers, face painters, for-
tune tellers, stilt walkers, artists, and musicians "all under the romantic
lighting of the famous lampposts of Bourbon Street. Combine this
unique ambiance with a spectacular home-style multi-course Cajun din-
ner and you will be amazed." Dress is semi-formal and up, and Mardi
Gras costumes are also encouraged. 

NEW DATE FOR MORRIS CASE

Aurora bloggers Bill Hogg and Richard Johnson will now have their
day in court on April 11 in a hearing for costs brought against former
Aurora mayor Phyllis Morris in her since-discontinued $6 million
defamation suit against them, among others. The hearing was original-
ly scheduled for this week in Toronto, but was moved to April due to doc-
ument filing errors at the courts. Mr. Hogg and Mr. Johnson were two of
three local bloggers named in Ms. Morris suit. She alleged they, along
with Elizabeth Bishenden, had information related to anonymous,
allegedly defamatory postings on the Aurora Citizen website. While Ms.
Bishenden has settled with Ms. Morris, Mr. Hogg and Mr. Johnson seek
approximately $40,000 in costs.

THERE'S AN APP FOR THAT?!

The Town of Aurora has launched a new app for Smartphones and
tablets that puts guides for garbage, recycling, and special waste collec-
tion at residents' finger tips. The my-waste app can alert you to holiday
waste collection changes, regular collection days, and what you can dis-
pose of, and in which bin. The free app can be downloaded at www.my-
waste.mobi/Aurora. 
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Hartman Public School students Hannah Dang, Judy Kong, Ethan Hung and Jaden Wong browse
through newspapers from 1967, reading up on what it took back then to be beauty “princesses” in
Aurora. The grade six students are participating in a new unit using local history and resources to define
what it means to be Canadian.                              Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Hartman students define their 
own Canadian journey

By Brock Weir

When grade six students
at Hartman Public School
were asked what it means to
be Canadian, they first put
forward the typical answers. 

Maple syrup, back bacon,
and Tim Hortons had promi-
nent places in this Canadian
cultural menu, while beavers,
loonies, Mounties and peace
keepers were not far behind.
But students have since had
their perceptions challenged
by looking at Aurora's own
history.

Teachers Anita Fantin
Gallo and Sherri Coulter
have spearheaded a new
social studies unit which
takes what Aurora has to
offer and uses it as a teach-
ing aid to answer the ques-
tion "What is Canadian?" 

Beyond what it means to
be Canadian, the students
have been challenged to
tackle "Who am I?" and
"How do I fit into this concept
of Being Canadian?"

"It's about finding your
Canadian identity," said Ms.
Fantin Gallo. "We thought

that since this school is in a
relatively new area of Aurora
that they knew nothing about
Aurora itself, not even the
main monuments or any-
thing like that. We have
passed them but never
explored them. 

"Rather than giving them
notes of information, we're
trying to build them skills on
tackling social studies. We
have a lot of information here
and we're learning a lot
about our town."

The idea has caught the
eye of Ontario's Ministry of

Education and ministry offi-
cials have been following the
class around with camera
crews to capture their les-
sons on film for possible
implementation in a future
overhaul of Ontario's social
studies curriculum. There

Please see page 23

Cultural board “mystified”
by notice of motion

By Brock Weir

The Aurora Cultural Centre
board is "mystified" by a motion
put forward by Councillors John
Abel and Paul Pirri to terminate
the agreement between the
Town and the Centre.

As The Auroran first reported
last week, the Councillors intend-
ed to put forward a motion calling
for the dissolution of the current
agreement, giving the board
twelve months' notice, and strik-
ing an ad-hoc committee to
come up with a new agreement
while the notice winds down. 

Their motion itself was
released on Friday and will be
introduced at this Tuesday's
Council meeting before being
discussed later this month. The
motion calls for an ad-hoc com-
mittee comprised of Councillors,
Cultural Centre board members,
and members of the community
to form develop a new agree-
ment would that would be in the
best interests of the community. 

Previously the Councillors
cited several shortcomings found
in the current agreement identi-
fied in a recent report by Warren
Mar, Aurora's Town Solicitor.

Rob Layton and Tracy Smith
of the Cultural Centre board told
The Auroran on Sunday, howev-

er, that they didn't understand
the motivation of the motion.

"We have a contract in place
[and] we have been working in
good faith right from the begin-
ning," said Mr. Layton. 

"I think the position of our
board is we are completely mys-
tified by why [it has come for-
ward] with a facility that is finan-
cially supported by the Town that

has been an enormous suc-
cess," added Mr. Smith.

Since the news of this
motion coming forward, both
board members said they had
been in touch with the
Councillors and had met with
Councillor Pirri at the Cultural
Centre.

"He explained what his con-
Please see page 21

Franchisee Pam Thomson helps Deputy Mayor
John Abel cut the ceremonial ribbon over the
weekend for the grand opening of the Great
Canadian Bagel at Yonge Street and Edward. New
patrons came into the store on Saturday afternoon
to see all the goodies they had in store.

Photo by Kim Kerr
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Brock’s Banter
By BROCK WEIR

Editorial
Brock Weir 

brock@auroran.com

The Queen was the focus of national and international attention
last week as she celebrated her sixtieth anniversary on the throne.

Tributes were made to her service to the people in each of the 16
nations in which she reigns. Here in Canada, the Governor General
and Lieutenants-Governor awarded the first of the 60,000+ Diamond
Jubilee Medals to worthy Canadians that have followed the Queen's
lead in service to their communities, province, or nation. Earlier that
morning, Mounties hoisted the Queen's personal Canadian standard
on Parliament Hill, as did the majority of provincial legislatures from
coast to coast. The following day, a new window was unveiled in
Parliament's senate lobby depicting Victoria and Elizabeth, Canada's
two Diamond Jubilee monarchs. One person conspicuously absent
from the overall discussion was the other half of this Diamond Jubilee
celebration.

2012's Diamond Jubilee year is also the Diamond Jubilee of the
ninety-year-old Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. After all, this too is
his sixtieth anniversary as the Queen's consort. Unfortunately, instead
of focusing on his contributions to society, his role in the
Commonwealth, or even his celebrated and derided "gaffes", we
heard mainly about his recent health woes and whether he would be
able to celebrate the anniversary in grand style alongside his wife.

I say it is unfortunate because all too often the Duke of Edinburgh
is dismissed almost as simply added attraction to his wife.

While the Duke of Edinburgh has been by the Queen's side for
each of these sixty years, he has also had to walk at least one step
behind her for the duration. On her sudden accession to the Throne,
he was all but thrown into the deep end. Fully expecting to carry on
with his naval career, he then had to carve out a role for himself as
there was no specific constitutional role set out for him.

Since that time, he has spearheaded innumerable projects rang-
ing from architectural and design initiatives, educational programs,
and efforts with the World Wildlife Fund. He has toured Canada more
times than any other member of the Royal Family and has been
Colonel-in-Chief of the Royal Canadian Army Cadets, the Royal
Canadian Regiment, the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, the
Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada, the Cameron
Highlanders of Ottawa, and of the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry for
decades now. He is the patron of innumerable groups and organiza-
tions ranging from the College of Family Physicians of Canada to
Upper Canada College, and from the Naval Officers' Association of
Canada to the Dawson City Museum and Historical Society.

Above all of these roles, his greatest achievement may just be
found in the award which bears his name.

While the Duke of Edinburgh's Award was formed 56 years ago
this September, the program made its Canadian debut in 1963. Since
that time, over 500,000 teens and young adults have received the
prize at its various levels - including a handful of Aurora students
annually.

The Award is structured to challenge students and achieve self
determined goals in five key areas - community service ("Be a local
hero by providing volunteer service to others and your community,"
encourages the program), personal skills development ("Do some-
thing different; develop a personal interest, social, or practical skill"),
physical recreation ("Gain a sense of achievement and good health
through physical activity. Virtually any sport, dance or fitness activity
can count."), an adventurous journey ("Go on an expedition and find
yourself! Develop self reliance by planning, training and completing a
journey of discovery"), and a residential project ("Broaden your expe-
rience through living and working with others who aren't your every-
day friends for five days").

Students in high school, colleges, and universities can participate
in the program, graduating from their bronze award all the way up
through gold levels up to the age of 25.

In addition to the 500,000 Canadians that have been awarded
their Duke of Edinburgh Award, nearly seven million people have par-
ticipated in the program in over 130 countries, well overtaking the
purview of the Commonwealth of Nations.

In Toronto last summer, Aurora residents Sarah Knowles,
Geoffrey Ruddock, Augusta White, and Jade White received their
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Awards from the program's founder Prince
Edward, Earl of Wessex at the Evergreen Brickworks, just off the Don
Valley Parkway. It was clear speaking to these recipients shortly after
receiving the award from Prince Edward that they came away from
the experience not just with the unique memories that stemmed from
their own personal experience, individual experience, and life lessons
from their activities and involvement as a collective.

"After the Duke of Edinburgh, I am going to continue on in my
community service and just show how much it helps people that are
less fortunate or helps the community," Jade White, a former student
at Country Day School told The Auroran after receiving her award. "I
am definitely going to carry that on through my life and try to convince
other people to get more into community service and continue that
through high school."

Even if a fraction of the 500,000 Canadians that have participated
in the program, let alone the seven million worldwide, share Jade's
sentiment deriving from the idea that the Duke of Edinburgh has fos-
tered and cultivated over five decades to what it is today, Prince
Philip's contribution to Canada, the Commonwealth, and the World is
incalculable.

In appreciation 
of the Duke

To submit a letter to the editor 
please send your email to letters@auroran.com

As The Auroran reported last week, Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897 was marked with a series
of events across Aurora. While some attended the church service illustrated in last week’s program, the
summer was also filled with picnics put on by the Sons of England on June 22, 1897, and a “demonstra-
tion” by the then prominent Orange order the following month. Artefacts courtesy of the Aurora
Historical Society.

Cultural Centre should stand on 
its own two feet: reader

To the editor:

Re. "Councillors look to
terminate cultural agree-
ment" The Auroran, week of
February 7, 2012.

Kudos to Aurora
Councillors John Abel and
Paul Pirri, and their motion
to dissolve the current Town
contract with the Cultural
Centre.

The current contract, in
my opinion, is a dangerous-
ly "loose" agreement. A
comprehensive review by
Town Solicitor Warren Mar
revealed the contract did not
outline a standard for
detailed financial reporting,
and that areas of the agree-
ment lacked "assurance that
Town interests were being
represented and protected". 

From a business per-
spective, not having to sub-
mit detailed financials while
receiving an annual taxpay-
er-funded grant of
$350,000.00, seems
unimaginable. Yet here we
have a private business,
grant money in hand, oper-
ating rent-free in a beautiful-
ly renovated town-owned
building, with heat, lights,
and water all paid for by
Aurora taxpayers.

Anybody know how I can
get my business subsidized
like this?

I believe the Cultural
Centre operation should be
set free, released from the
shackles and demands of
public funding.  Set free to
operate in a fair and prof-
itable manner like any other
business in town. Free to

conduct their business as
they see fit, but not on the
Town's dime. 

Tax dollars shouldn't be
used to "core fund" private
business - ever.

The fact is business at
the Cultural Centre does
seem good. They have a
long list of artists booked,
and if prior events are any
indicator, ticket sales should
be brisk. They've purchased
full-page thank you's (to a
long list of supporters),
launched a new website,
and installed promotional
signage at highway exits. In
my experience, I've learned
that when a business starts
spending significant market-
ing dollars, it usually means
profits are up. It can also
mean the business antici-
pates growth. 

It would be fair to assume
that one measure of growth
of the Cultural Centre opera-
tion would be through
increased event attendance.
As such, as the Cultural
Centre operation grows, one
could assume it would soon
outgrow the available space
at 22 Church St.  If I was in
charge of Cultural Centre
Inc, I would put the goodwill
of my lengthy list of support-
ers to use, and fundraise for
a new facility. I'm fairly cer-
tain there are provincial
and/or federal government
grants that can be applied
towards a new building -
heck, the Town of Aurora
might even kick in a few
thousand to help build new
digs. I know I would. Having
a state-of-the-art, beautifully

designed arts centre would
be a great thing for Aurora.
The Cultural Centre has the
business model, they just
need to move out of mom
and dad's basement to grow
it.

In the meantime, while in
its current location, I believe
the Cultural Centre board
owes it to the Town and tax-
payers to "ante up". Any new
contract drafted between the
Town and the cultural centre
should provide as a mini-

mum, clauses to ensure
Aurora's historical artefacts
are displayed and curated in
a proper manner, and that
the Cultural Centre opera-
tion pay fair rent to the Town
for their use of the space
and utilities.

In my opinion, the
Cultural Centre needs to
move forward and stand on
its own.

Matt Maddocks
Aurora
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Inside Aurora
Fierce Creatures

By SCOTT JOHNSTON

"… and in conclusion, we, the concerned citizens
of Aurora, recognizing that there is a threat in our
neighbourhood, hereby request the Town to do some-
thing about coyotes."

The gentleman looked up from the laptop screen
he had read from, and addressed the people sitting
around him.  "So, how does that sound?" 

"I think that covers it, Bob," said Jason, the man to
his left.  "This will certainly let our politicians know
how serious we are about this issue."

"Unfortunately, Marg was not available to join us,
but she has agreed to present this petition to Council
at their meeting tonight.  After we all sign it, I'll scan
it and send it directly to town staff to have available
on the big screen for everyone to see.  Now, does
anyone else have any final edits?"

There was a long silence.  Just as Bob was about
to hit the 'print' button, a man in a blue coat near the
back raised his hand.

"Can we add 'and chipmunks'?"
There was an even longer silence, as every head

in the room swiveled in his direction.
"Chipmunks?" said a lady in a red scarf sitting

nearby.  "They're not a threat, Harvey.  This is a peti-
tion to do something about dangerous animals."

"I was bitten by a chipmunk last summer," Harvey
said, massaging his hand at the memory. "It hurt like
anything."

"Don't be ridiculous," said Bob in exasperation. "A
chipmunk's a cute little animal.  Let's just sign this

and …"
"Actually, he's got a point," said another lady.

"They're rodents, which have very sharp teeth."
"That's right," said the man next to her.  "And after

all, if Harvey got nipped, it means that more people in
town have been bitten recently by chipmunks than
coyotes.  That does make them a greater threat."

There were some murmurs in the assembled
crowd.

"You know," said another man in a baseball cap,
"there're probably a lot more chipmunks in town than
coyotes.  The chances of getting bitten by one of
them are a lot higher."

"But a chipmunk bite is nothing," Jason exclaimed.
"A coyote could give you rabies."

"Can chipmunks give you rabies?" asked Harvey,
his expression anxious.  "Maybe I should go to
Southlake?"

"You were bitten last year," Bob said, rolling his
eyes.  "You're fine."

"I hear bats can carry rabies," said another man.
"Maybe we should do something about them, too?"

"And skunks," chipped in someone else.
"And snapping turtles," said another man.
"And ducks."
"Ducks?!"
"And bees."
"Hey, bees don't bite."
"I'll bet you find that a lot of people in town are

stung each year.   And some people are allergic to

them.  Bees must be more dangerous to humans than
any canine predator."

"People, people, we have to stay focused," Bob
exclaimed.  "We can't petition the town to do some-
thing about coyotes, chipmunks, bats, skunks, snap-
ping turtles, ducks and bees."

"Maybe we should have separate petitions?"
"No, we have to stick with this one."
"For chipmunks?"
"No!  Coyotes!"
"Actually, there are a lot of chipmunks in town…."
"Yeah, I vote to do something about them."
"Me, too."
"And me."
As the anti-rodent sentiments in the room grew, it

was soon apparent to Bob and Jason that their pro-
posed petition would not be proceeding as planned,
and that some edits were inevitable.  And so, with
great reluctance, Bob deleted the word "coyote", and
dutifully typed in "chipmunk".

As he printed out the form for all to sign, he hoped
he'd be able to give Marg, who was prepared to
speak against coyotes at Council tonight, a heads up
about the change in subject matter before this peti-
tion appeared on the big screen.

In any case, it would undoubtedly be an interesting
presentation.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

We look forward to tackling new agreement: Abel and Pirri
To the editor:

Notice of Motion
regarding the Cultural
Services Agreement was
given in this week's
Council Agenda for

Tuesday Feb 14. To pro-
vide clarity and to avoid
potential misunderstand-
ing and misinformation, it
should be acknowledged:
In response to last
week's ar ticle in the

Auroran, the Cultural
Centre Board has indicat-
ed they are will ing to
begin negotiations
towards a new agreement
as soon as possible.
Based on the existing

Cultural Services
Agreement, the only way
to initiate and ensure a
new agreement is to trig-
ger clause 29. Taxpayers
can be assured that we
expect no disruption of

service at the Cultural
Centre. All parties look
forward to working
together for the benefit of
the Community as a
whole, and any communi-
cation that implies other-

wise is disingenuous and
does no service to the
community.

Councillors Paul Pirri 
and John Abel
Aurora

Aurora High teacher has made good use of Culture Centre
To the editor:

I was perplexed and dis-
mayed after I heard the
news this afternoon of the
impending vote by Aurora
Town Council which may
serve to impede cultural

programming at the Aurora
Cultural Centre.

As a Drama teacher at
Aurora High School, I have
used this facility with my
drama students, most
recently with Act II
Productions, a group of

senior professional actors
from Ryerson University.
This production, based on
the life of Steven Leacock,
celebrated our community
in a joyous and entertaining
fashion and testified to the
cultural significance of this

venue.
Many of my students

from Aurora High School
were connected to their
community through this
performance in a way
which was beyond textbook
learning. Their dramatic

interpretation of Leacock's
literary legacy set against
the backdrop of the Cultural
Centre's authentic setting,
made this one performance
never to be forgotten by
actors and audience alike.

As a an educator with 26

To the editor:

I am encouraging music
lovers to join me at the
Aurora Cultural Centre on
March 2 for an unforget-
table evening of improvisa-
tional Afro-Cuban flavoured

music by Grammy nominat-
ed and multiple Juno award
winning Jane Bunnett
(flute, saxophone) and the
equally celebrated pianist
Hilario Duran.  

I am anticipating an
unforgettable night of

music. I've followed the
careers of Jane Bunnett
and Hilario Duran for more
than a decade and now I
have the opportunity to
admire them at close range
right here in Town.
Checking the calendars of

these musicians I see that
they are playing in the com-
ing weeks at Roy Thomson
Hall, The Kennedy Centre
in Washington, DC and
capitals around Europe.  It
is nice to see the Aurora
Cultural Centre among the

mix of venues where this
high calibre of talent is
being showcased.

Counting the days.  I'll
see you there.

Steve Falk
Aurora

years of experience having
worked at schools through-
out York Region as a
teacher and Arts
Consultant, I can testify to
its unique and invaluable
significance of this facility to
the Town of Aurora and I
beg council to consider the
high esteem in which the
Cultural Centre is held by
members of own own com-
munity and beyond.

Thank you, again, for all
of your fine work

Richard Markle
Head of Drama
Aurora High School

Reader looks forward to “unforgettable” concert next month
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

A couple of weeks ago, I said I would report on my activ-
ities at the Aurora Farmer's Market, but since then some-
thing more important has cropped up.

Seems there will be a meeting next month to arrange
the organization of Dr. G.W. Williams High School's 125th
birthday party.

Is it really that old?
The year 2013 is the 125th (quasquicentennial) anniver-

sary for the school and the 150th (sesquicentennial) for the
town, according to former town councillor and deputy
mayor Bob McRoberts, who spent most of his grown-up
years teaching math at that school.

He, along with Lynn Weller (Head Secretary at the
school and Norm Weller's daughter) will hold their first
planning meeting on Tuesday, March 6, at 7 p.m. at the
school.

Anyone interested in helping with the organization of the
event is welcome to attend, Mr. McRoberts said.

Details of the reunion are yet to be established, he
added.

Perhaps you'd like to know a little more about the
school, so here are some facts:

In 1888 the school began August 27 as Aurora High
School in what is now the Aurora Cultural Centre.

There's a story behind the name of Williams and
Aurora's second high school located on Wellington Street
and Murray Drive, but we'll save that for another column. 

In the meantime, the 44 students shared two class-
rooms in what was then the Aurora Public School (Church
Street School).

The motto on the first crest, scite et strenue, meant
"skillfully and actively."

In 1892, the school moved to a new building on Wells
Street (the Wells Street Public School) and the building was
equipped with outdoor plumbing, but that came at a cost of
$4 per parent per term tuition fee.

In 1923 a new school was built on Wells Street where
the old one had been and it was the only school between
Toronto and Barrie that had both a gymnasium and an
auditorium.

The new crest of 1927 had the school's current motto,
"mens sana in corpore sano," meaning "a sound mind in a
sound body".

In 1952, Aurora High School became Aurora District
High School. 

Students of the day paraded their belongings to the new
building on Dunning Avenue.

For the first time, cafeteria service enabled students to
obtain a warm meal.

The school was renamed as The Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School in honour of Dr. David Garnet Wolseley
Williams, a local medical doctor.

He served as a member of the Aurora high school board
for 48 years, 35 of them as chairman.

In 1988, Williams held its centennial reunion in
November. Approximately 2,500 former staff and students
attended. The Wildcat logo was adopted that year.

Ten years later, the school held its 110th year reunion
and I was there for that one.

Among the guests were the late councillor Herb
McKenzie and former National Hockey League referee
Loring Doolittle. 

Both had been students at Dr. G.W. Williams and both
had attended the Church Street School, where many of the
festivities were held.

If you're interested in attending the meeting in March,
you should contact Bob McRoberts at reunion125@bell.net
or 905-727-4636, or Lynn Weller at the school at 905-727-
3131, extention 157, or lynn.weller@yrdsb.edu.on.ca .

Ron Wallace can be reached at
rwall9999@aol.com

G.W. Williams 
prepares 

for milestone
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Special Olympics asks for support
To the editor:

"Let me win.  But if I cannot
win, let me be brave in the
attempt."  

This is the athlete's oath for
Special Olympics.  You may
know of this organisation.  But
if you do not, it is a non-profit
charitable organization dedi-
cated to providing sports train-
ing and competition opportuni-
ties for individuals with an intel-
lectual disability. It is also dedi-
cated to promoting respect,
acceptance, inclusion and

human dignity for these individ-
uals through sport.  Aurora is
part of the Special Olympics
movement, and within the
Special Olympics community
of Aurora we are committed to
providing valuable training and
competitive opportunities to
athletes with an intellectual dis-
ability.

We started in 2006 with a
swim club, the Special Ducks.
In 2010 we added the Special
Dunks basketball club and in
2011 came the Special Eagles
golf club.  This summer soccer

will be offered for the first time.
The mission of Special
Olympics becomes real when
you see an athlete training with
determination in the pool,
building skills on a basketball
court or learning the rules of
the game in golf.   Their dedica-
tion pays off, and this year, for
the first time, we have three
athletes who have qualified to
attend in swimming at the 2012
Provincial Spring Games in
Kingston.

But our athletes cannot do
it alone.  We are a volunteer

driven organisation and 95 per
cent of our funding comes from
personal donations, corporate
fundraising and sponsorship.
We need your help.  

One way you can help is
through our Workout
Sponsorship program.  When
you sponsor a workout or prac-
tice you can see your donation
at work.  Your name will be
prominently displayed at the
sport facility as the sponsor of
that workout, and your donation
will assist with the facility and
equipment costs.  We currently
offer swimming at $100 per
workout (pool time is not
cheap) and basketball at $50
per workout.  

Workout sponsorships will
also be available for golf and
soccer during their seasons.
Pick your sport, pick the date of
the workout or even sponsor a
workout in someone else's
name.  More importantly,
please help our athletes. For
more information about Special
Olympics Aurora please see
our website at auro-
ra.specialolympicsontario.ca.
For workout sponsorships
please contact auro-
ra.fundraising@specialolympic
sontario.ca.

Stefanie Lee
Special Olympics
Ontario–Aurora

Does Council condone 
jay walking, asks Clowater
To the editor:

An open letter to Council:

Along with four other parents,
I am a member of the Devin's
Drive Public School Traffic
Committee. We came before
Council on Tuesday to present
regarding our need addressing a
very serious safety issue affect-
ing Devin's Drive School children
and their safe passage to school. 

We wanted to take the time
and send a note advising of
some of the issues that will be
presented and to seek your
understanding and concern for
safety.

Council will hear the initia-

tives we have undertaken to
increase children’s safety around
the school. Because our reach
does not extend off school prop-
erty, we have come to Council.
There are two major issues. 

The first is the need for a
crosswalk guard at Devin's Drive
and Banff. The intersection pres-
ents a dangerous situation for
the children who are crossing in
the morning before school and in
the afternoon after school.

The other situation is Banff
and Kemano. In order for the
school children who are walking
along Kemano to School are
required to jay walking in order to
cross the street at Banff. To make
this intersection safe there needs

Reader agrees with online
poll, wants action
To the editor:

An open letter to Mayor
and Council:

Please take the time to
read the poll on page 19 in
the Auroran dated the week
Jan. 31, 2012. The numbers
read, and I quote, the follow-
ing 76% misuse of money,
20% it would cost more to
get money back, and 3%
unsure.

Well, one good thing of
frivolous lawsuits is typically
the one who started the
game must pay legal costs
of both parties. The suit

should have never taken
place, it was a misuse of
power to cease someone's
opinion.

You were voted in and the
people have clearly stated
via this poll that we want our
money back. So, maybe we
should have a notice put in
our tax bill asking for clear
direction. Common sense
says....go get our money
back.

I will remember when I
vote again, and I hope every-
one else does. 

Bill Armstrong
Aurora

to be a Three-Way stop at
Kemano and Banff, hidden
intersection signs because of
sightlines and a painted cross-
walk along with proper signage.

We do thank you for your
time and that you provide care-
ful consideration to our requests
as the safety of our children lie in
your decision. We know you do
not want to send a mixed mes-
sage to our children that it is
okay to jay walk in Aurora and
we thank you for helping to keep
them safe.

Roger Clowater
Aurora

January 30, 2012:

N/S

1st - Lucille

Sequeira and Dave

Legallais

2nd - Bernie

O'Brien and Mary

Oglalnby

3rd - Carole Bell

and Nan McLean

E/W

1st - Eileen Jones

and Marilyn Corbold

2nd - Don Newman

and Murray Sinclair

3rd - Barbara

Wittmer and Audrey

Robertson

February 6, 2012:

N/S

1st - Sandra Davey

and Sylvia Thompson

2nd - Lucille

Sequeira and Dave

Legallais

3rd - Carole Bell

and Nan McLean

E/W

1st - Marion

Warburton and Noreen

Hashem

2nd - Don Newman

and Murray Sinclair

3rd - Greta Ogden

and Priscilla Hull

Seniors Bridge Results



public above and beyond
two calls of interest want-
ing to know what was
entailed in the trustee
position. She did, howev-
er, concede, that the
board had received one
call for a by-election from
a local representative -
and that representative
was Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe.

"I was in favour of a by-
election when former
Councillor Grace Marsh
stepped down [in the last
Council term], and I think
that is the appropriate way
to do it," Mayor Dawe told
The Auroran. "At that point
in her term there were
two-and-a-half years left.
When Mr. Kerr announced
his intentions there was
essentially three years left
in the term.

"Considering that we
have only just switched to
a four year term, I don't
think it is out of keeping
with what the process has
been for years."

Mayor Dawe also
added that he and his
King mayoral counterpart
Steve Pellegrini, have also
been in contact with the
board endorsing 2010

second place finisher
Dave Williams to replace
Mr. Kerr.

"He lives in Aurora, so
that's a big help!" said
Mayor Dawe. "Of the
12,400 some-odd votes,
they were only separated
by about 400, so it was
pretty much an even race
and quite obviously Mr.
Williams resonated with
residents. It strikes me
that the public has essen-
tially spoken as to who
should already be there, in
my opinion.

"[The ideal candidate]
would obviously bring a
passion for the job. They
would bring a willingness
to work hard and tackle
the issues. I know that Mr.
Williams has a past of
working with residents on
various issues and I think
he would just carry on
doing that."

With all the applica-
tions now in the board's
hands, trustees should
expect to receive a pack-
age of all the entrants by
Wednesday. There will be
no discussion on the mat-
ter Wednesday, but the
applications will then go to
the Board's auditors for a
review of eligibility. All eli-

gible candidates will have
their chance to make their
best pitch to the board of
trustees and the public
alike in a public forum on
Tuesday, February 28, at
the York Region District
School Board Office on
Wellington Street West,
just west of Yonge, at 7
p.m.

"There will be a verbal
presentation to the board
of trustees and that is an
open public meeting," said
Ms. Bartolo. "Candidates
will have 15 minutes to
make a presentation to the
Board and will be asked
two questions. "

Prospective candidates
are expected to be asked
what ideas they would put
forward for consideration if
selected for the post, and
how they would balance
the need to represent the
communities of Aurora
and King while "ensuring
the decisions of the board
and trustees respect and
promote high education
for all York Region stu-
dents" in light of the fact
the board hosts over
120,000 students from
very diverse populations
spread over nine munici-
palities.

From page 1
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operation of the new 24
hour coverage crew to
meet the service needs of
our growing community,"
according to Mr. Elliott. 

Additional factors
included cost of infra-
structure maintenance,
cost of living increases
for Town employees, a
"weakened economy", an
increase to Town
reserves, and the moving
of water costs for Town
suppor ted services like
park maintenance off
your water bill and onto
your tax rate.

"Excluding land, the
Town owns nearly $400
million of assets which
are depreciating over
time, leading to require-
ments for major repairs,
refurbishment, or
replacement," said Mr.
Elliott in his report, which
will be before Councillors
at Tuesday's Council
meeting. "Relative to the
asset inventory, the
reserve funds are nearing
depletion at about one
per cent of asset values.
The current state of these
reserves places pressure
on the 2012 budgets in
par ticular, as there [is]
limited available sources
of funding for infrastruc-
ture sustainability proj-
ects during 2012 and
beyond."

With the change in
water, the move has been
a long time coming with
repeated calls from
Councillors, including
Councillor Evelyn Buck,
to have water used in
parks and other public
services onto the tax rate
instead of the water bills
so the burden can be

shared equally by taxpay-
ers. As things stood,
these costs would only be
shouldered by residents
actually receiving water
bills and not those on
wells although they bene-
fit from the use of the
water. 

It was suggested by
Mr. Elliott that Council
consider delaying this
move for a year or two to
lessen the tax impact this
year but going into
Tuesday's meeting, the
shift remained
unchanged.

"A total of $293,000
previously charged to
water is no longer sup-
ported by staff," said Mr.
Elliott in his report. "In
addition, water used by
our Parks Operations
group for field irrigation
and winter ice making
was previously not billed
to the tax operating budg-
et. This amount has been
determined to be
$116,000. 

"The total of these
changes results in a
$409,000 increase in tax
funding required and
results in a tax rate pres-
sure of 1.36 per cent. A
corresponding savings
occurs in the water budg-
et. All other facilit ies
operated by the Town
were confirmed as being
metered and billed for
water, and paid by the tax
budget."

Two of the more sub-
stantial items removed
from the 2012 budget
were a delay in funding
programs to combat the
emerald ash borer beetle,
which shaved $100,000
off the tax rate pressure,
as well as a $125,000

reduction in the contribu-
tion of cash to capital to
account for inflation. If
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe has
his way on Tuesday, how-
ever, Councillors will take
a second look at the latter
provision.

"We've struggled
mightily with some of the
items," Mayor Dawe told
The Auroran. "One of the
areas I think is extremely
important is ensuring that
we're building up our
reserve funds for the long
term. We're doing a pretty
good job of that now. We
had put in a bit more
money in there this year
to do that and a motion
was made to remove that
extra, and that was an
inflationary factor. 

"I would be in favour of
seeing that go back in,
but I certainly understand
the reasons why it came
out. There was also a
request from the Lake
Simcoe Conservation
Authority for an additional
$25,000 in funding and
the Conservation
Authority has an extreme-
ly good record of leverag-
ing that money up from
other sources up to about
four to one, so they can
turn that into about
$100,000. 

"My bias here is I sit
on the board, so we have
to keep that in mind. The
Conservation Authority
has a great record of
using money well and I
think they have some
projects on the go that
would benefit from that."

Council convenes at 7
p.m. Tuesday in the
Council chamber to take
one final debate on the
budget before approval.

Aurora-King trustee position now
in the Board’s hands

Tax hike set for approval this week
From page 1

York Regional Police Chief Eric Joliffe was joined by Tom Brown of CTV and
community partners to kick off Bowl For Kids Sake 2012 at Gateway Lanes.
This year’s event will feature the first annual “Battle of the Badges” to see
which emergency response team raises the most money for Big Brothers Big
Sisters of York. Aurora’s event will be held at Gateway on February 25. To sign
up, visit www.bbbsy.ca.    Auroran photo by David Falconer
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A TRUE STORY 
“A few weeks ago a car swerved into my lane while 

I was driving home from dinner with my parents. Lucky
for us, I was well prepared. Young Drivers of Canada,
you saved our lives!”

Other drivers make mistakes. Knowing how to drive
safely means having the skills to react to the unexpect-
ed. We teach these live-saving skills everyday. Trust
Young Drivers of Canada to prepare the new driver in
your family for the road ahead.

NEXT COURSE STARTS: 
FEBRUARY 25TH
TWO WEEKENDS

A & F Hair Elite
In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3
Tel: 905-727-6212

~Since 1970~

Next to No Frills
14

Finance Committee could return to Aurora
By Brock Weir

Next year's municipal budg-
et could be informed by a blast
from the past. 

Aurora Council took the first
steps on the road to reinstate
the Town's defunct Finance
Committee to ensure budget
consultations are held through-
out the year with Town depart-
ments, individuals, and groups
to streamline the budget
process. 

The move came from a
motion originally floated by
Councillor Michael Thompson
in early January and ultimately
discussed at the most recent
Council meeting.

At its inception, the Finance
Advisory Committee was put in
place to make forward-thinking
recommendations to Council
and make additional recom-
mendations for long-range fore-
casts. They also were to review
municipal performance meas-
ures submissions to Ontario,
make recommendations on
how to increase effectiveness
and efficiencies at the Town,
and monitor long-range finan-
cial risk management. They
met quarterly.

The committee was not re-
instated for the 2006-2010
Council term. 

"In talking with [Town
Treasurer Dan Elliott] as well as

CAO Neil Garbe, they see merit
in being able to bring forward
certain policy issues," said
Councillor Thompson. "I looked
at it as a way of enhancing the
budget process. I know for
myself and others there were
concerns about the budget
process and I would like to see
it a little more involved or 
working a little bit more 
collaboratively. 

"Looking at other municipal-
ities in Ontario I saw what oth-
ers were doing in expanding
the budget process and bor-
rowed from them. We see our-
selves as both representatives
of the public, stewards, as well
as policy makers and so I think

it provides Council with another
opportunity to be involved in fis-
cal matters and work with staff
to try and ensure a greater
effectiveness with efficiencies."

Going into the Council
meeting, what Councillor
Thompson had in mind was a
committee comprised of a
smaller group of Councillors.
He said his preference was for
a group of about four  because
he didn't want decisions made
at the committee to be a "sim-
ple majority." 

Recommendations coming
forward from the committee
would have to be something
approved by all members
before it came back to the

Council table for discussions. 
Although Councillors ulti-

mately voted at the meeting to
go forward with developing new
terms of reference, the overall
tide at the table was in favour of
it being a committee of all mem-
bers of Council. 

"I think the concept of a
finance committee is a good
one," said Councillor Chris
Ballard. "I would like to see the
whole Council involved in the
process because primarily I
think it will allow us to get a bet-
ter handle before we reach
budget on where we're at and
what we're doing. I think it will
speed along our budget
process, allow us to make
much better decision if, through
the year, we're better involved in
setting the priorities and helping
make the decisions at that
point."

For Councillor Evelyn Buck,
who was a member of the
Town's last Finance
Committee, the former commit-
tee may have been disbanded
due to opposition from
Councillors outside the group.

"There was a great uproar,"
she said. "They objected to that
elite group dealing with finance
matters and the other aspect
was we had two very compe-
tent accountants [on the com-

mittee] that had absolutely no
concept of the constraints that
are on public financing and had
no patience with it. 

"[You have to] understand
that we are not masters of our
own house, and that we're
creatures of the Provincial gov-
ernment and have dozens of
regulations that restrict our flex-
ibility to make the kinds of deci-
sions that the private sector
does, so it wasn't particularly
useful and I think we had no
more than three meetings
before the committee disap-
peared."

One voice of opposition
towards it being a committee of
full Council, however, was
Councillor Paul Pirri who said
he didn't see the point in break-
ing out a separate committee if
all the same players were going
to be sitting on it. Councillor
John Abel, on the other hand,
said a separate committee
could save time in the long run.

"If we can have committee
meetings periodically during the
year and we speed up the
process...the time that we put in
would be equal to the time that
was saved," he said. "We
wouldn't have to take as much
time to get familiar with our
budget and discussing it as we
do now."

Brianna Antoniel puts the finishing touches on her own pyramid last Tuesday at the Aurora Public
Library. Brianna took part in Pyramid Power, a kids’ trip back in time to Ancient Egypt to learn about the
world of the pharaohs and the wonders of the ancient world. Kids ages 6 – 8 made their pyramids out
of a variety of materials and each contained hidden treasure.          Auroran photo by David Falconer

Aurora should reconsider Smart 
Commute funding: Councillor

By Brock Weir

$10,000 of Town money
could be re-injected into the
local Smart Commute program,
if Councillor Sandra Humfryes
gets her way.

Councillor Humfryes made
her comments in preparation
for Tuesday's Council meeting
which should see Aurora's
2012 budget finalized. 

As The Auroran reported
last week, Councillors voted to
remove the $10,000 in funding
from the Smart Commute
Program for 2012. 

Smart Commute - the local
chapter of which is run in con-
junction with the Newmarket
Chamber of Commerce - is a
program which works with 
individuals, organizations and
businesses to promote 
"greener" forms of commuting
including carpooling. Initiatives
include websites which facilitate 
carpools between residents of
certain areas and employees of
the same companies, carpool
designated parking spaces,
and other incentives for individ-
uals to share their rides on the
way into work.

Debra Scott, president of
the Newmarket Chamber, said
the funding cut from the Town of
Aurora would not have an
immediate impact on Smart
Commute's operations but
would, however, have an
impact on how fast and efficient
their program rollouts can be.

While Councillor Sandra
Humfryes initially voted against
continuing the Smart Commute
funding, she said information
which should have been readily
available to Councillors gave
her cause to reconsider her
position.

"I did have some citizens
ask me [about the decision] and
they highlighted a couple of dif-
ferent things about the pro-
gram, so I contacted Smart
Commute and obtained a
bunch of additional information
on some of the additional initia-
tives they were working on,"
she said. "One in particular that
I didn't have highlighted to me
was the fact that if I go online at
Smart Commute put in my
address, and select a date,
time, and location, I can use
that to get me where I want to
go.

"I think from a residential
perspective, a lot of people
commute to Aurora and work
out of Aurora, unfortunately, so
that one area I thought was the
same as what Metrolinx has is
more of a community focused
website for Aurora."

Based on the other services
enjoyed by residents of Aurora
though Smart Commute,
Councillor Humfryes said that
with the benefits a $10,000
investment can bring to the
community, the resultant tax
pressure is "really is not that
significant."

"It really can't hurt the bot-
tom line for such a positive pro-
gram, so I will take full responsi-
bility," she said. "I should have
had more facts upfront during
the discussion so what I am
doing Tuesday night when the
budget comes up for approval
and discussion will be asking
members of Council if they will
entertain discussing it and
bringing it to the table. If Council
would indulge me in that con-
sideration I would love to talk
about it and see if we can
maybe perhaps get Council to
hear my thoughts on it, hopeful-

ly to the benefit of moving for-
ward with it. 

"If not, if they don't want to
discuss it, because that is
entirely something that can
happen, I will be bringing it up in
a future motion to reconsider
Smart Commute in our
Community and that might be
how we need to do it."

At press time, Councillor
Humfryes said she had gauged
support from her fellow
Councillors and feelings were
split. She added that some
Councillors felt more "pertinent
details" should have been pre-
sented in budget discussions
and reference material should
have been provided to be
reminded "of some of the good
things and statistics that are
brought forward.

"That will be something that
we as a Council going to be
more cognisant of and have the
information at our finger tips
when we make that decision,"
she said. "We just invested in
[Smart Commute] in June and it
hasn't even been a year yet and
they have a lot of good work in
progress, and I would hate to
see it stopped."
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LOOK FOR THE NEW 

MOTORING INSERT

COMING SOON INSIDE YOUR

LOCAL NEWSPAPER

LOOK FOR THE NEW MOTORING INSERT INSIDE ONE OF THESE FINE NEWSPAPERS by

Simcoe-York Group of Newspapers

Your Local Auto Source for Hometown
Auto Related Stories and News...

from a Grassroots, Independent Perspective.

COME VISIT US AT THE AUTO SHOW
FEBRUARY 16-26  //  TORONTO CONVENTION CENTRE  //  FLOOR LEVEL 600 BOOTH 6A
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SPORTS
905-727-3300 Week of February 14, 2012theauroran.com

Ice Scheduler Position
The Aurora Minor Hockey Association currently 

has an opening for the position of Ice Scheduler.   

This is a part-time position.

Responsibilities include:

•  Procuring the ice allocation from the Town of Aurora for all 
Aurora Minor Hockey Association programs.

•  Cost effective management of ice contracted from the Town.
•  Attend meetings as required.
•  Scheduling of all regular season and playdown games 

for house league and rep programming.
•  Scheduling tournament and other events as required.
•  Provide reports to the Aurora Minor Hockey Association 

Board of Directors.
•  Management of the web based scheduling tool and liaising 

with the software developer.

Skill set must include:

•  Excellent computer knowledge.
•  Excellent organization, communication skills and time 

management. 
•  Ability to work flexible hours.
•  Hockey administration knowledge is an asset.

Please fax resume by February 18, 2012 to the attention 
of the Aurora Minor Hockey Association at 416-739-7961

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Aurora Tigers cruise into playoffs
By Kevin Michie

It is playoff time in
Aurora.

With a pair of wins in
the final weekend of the
regular season over the
Huntsville Otters and
Orangeville Flyers, the
Aurora Tigers moved into
third place in the North
Division of the OJHL, and
secured a first round
matchup with the Flyers.

Aurora got a good pre-
view of their first round
opponent on Saturday
night, in Orangeville, in the
Tigers' last game of the
season.

The club was looking for
their second four game
winning streak of the sea-

son, and some momentum
heading into the first
round.

The Tigers took control
of every facet of the game
early on, and bounced out
to a 4-1 lead after the first
period, thanks to goals
from Dylan Sikura, Adam
Moody, Chad Bennett and
Daniel Lisi, who was play-
ing in only his fifth game
since December 2009 due
to injury.

The goal from Bennett
in the first period was a
very positive one for the
Tigers, as the former
Brampton Capitals captain,
acquired by Aurora in early
December, slowed his
scoring pace dramatically,
compared to when he first

arrived with the Tigers.
Bennett was able to pro-

duce six goals and 15
points in his first eight
games with Aurora. In his
last 15 games, however, he
could only manage four
goals and seven points.
Three of those goals came
in the final three games of
the season, and Aurora is
hoping Bennett will stay
hot heading into the play-
offs.

In the final two periods
of Saturday night's tilt, the
Tigers were able to cruise
past the Flyers, scoring
twice more, off the sticks of
Kevin Shier and Steven
Cook, en route to the 
victory.

After originally saying

Athlete of the Week: Jamal Kett
By Kevin Michie

The Auroran's athlete of the
week is Jamal Kett, a high
school student from St.
Andrew's College. 

This second year athlete
from SAC was recently select-
ed by the International
Federation of American
Football to play in the third
annual International Bowl. The
game pits the best high school
football players from Canada,
Europe, Mexico and abroad
against the American U-19
national team.

Kett recently led the St.
Andrew's football team to a
Metro Bowl appearance, the
first in school history, to go

along with a CISAA
(Conference of Independent
Schools Athletic Association)
school championship.

The 6'5, 215 pound wide
receiver, hauled in 68 passes
this year for 1,520 yards and
14 touchdowns. Kett's strong
play earned him the Addison
Award, for a spectacular varsi-
ty football career at SAC, and
also earned him a share of the
Horton-Thomson Award,
which he split with teammate
Yannick Harou.

The International Bowl was
a great opportunity for Kett to
show off his skills to some of
the top NCAA and CIS scouts,
who are looking to fill their line-
up for next season.

Kett was selected to play in
the International Bowl for Team
World by current University of
Western Ontario head coach
Greg Marshall and a panel of
other football coaches.

As per St. Andrew's school
rules, all students must be
enrolled in at least two different
sports, and Kett is no different.
The impressive all-around ath-
lete also plays the schools bas-
ketball team as a small for-
ward.

The Orangeville native will
now focus on what's left in his
scholastic career at St.
Andrew's but, following that,
will look towards playing
Division I football the 
following year.

that both Aurora goal-
tenders, Brett Sinclair and
Kevin Entmaa, would split
the final two games of the
season, Head Coach
James Richmond changed
his mind and had Entmaa
in net for the final two con-
tests.

S t a r t i n g  t h e  y e a r
as the back-up, Entmaa 
battled his way into the
starters role in January,
after picking up several key
wins for the Tigers, en
route to the clubs third
place finish. With his 
34 save performance
against Orangeville on
Saturday, the decision to
have Entmaa start in game
one against the Flyers
looks to be almost a pure
certainty.

Aurora heads into the
first round matchup hold-
ing an advantage in every
category, except penalty
minutes, which they may
actually prefer to be behind
in.

The only obvious

advantage that Orangeville
may have had over Aurora,
isn't on the team anymore.

The Flyers traded goal-
tender Jared Lockhurst to
the Wellington Dukes early
in January, parting ways
with what Richmond called
a game changing 
goaltender, in a comment
made earlier in the 
season.

If Orangeville is going to
make any noise at all in the
five game first round
series, it may have to be in
game one, as the Tigers
will be without two key for-
wards. Sitting in game one
for the Tigers will be Kory
Kennedy, who has mono
and is out until at least the
second round according to
Richmond, and Andrew
Goldberg, who will be
serving the second game
of a two game suspension.

Evan Fong has also
been out of the lineup due
to injury, since January 20,
and is questionable for
game one.

The Flyers do have
some hope for a series
win, if they can keep the
game tight and push it into
an extra period, where
Orangeville has preformed
quite well this season. The
Flyers posted a
respectable 6-1 record in
the regular season when
extending a game to over-
time or a shootout.

One big factor working
against Orangeville in the
first game of the series,
though, is the fact that the
game will be played in
Aurora. The Flyers finished
the season with a poor 9-
15-1 record on the road.

Game one kicks off
tonight (Tuesday) with
puck drop scheduled for
7:30 p.m. at ACC 1.

Game 1 - Tuesday -
Feb. 14th - ACC1 - 7:30
PM 

Game 3 - Friday - Feb.
17th - ACC1 - 7:30 PM 

Game 5 - Monday - Feb.
20th - ACC1 - 2:30 PM (if
necessary) - Family Day.

St. Andrews’ College student Jamal Kett is The Auroran’s athlete of the week.
He is pictured above left participating in the Metro Bowl at Rogers Centre last
fall.  Auroran photo by Kevin Michie
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HOUSE LEAGUE

101 Timbits - Calgary Red  4 - Matthew
Keizer 1A,  Anthony Archibald 1G 2A, Jake
Adersen 1G 2A, Carson Day 1G, Luca Pugliese
1G. 102 Timbits - Boston Gold  2 - Mason
Scanga 1G, Jeffrey Belvedere 1G, Chase 
Keeler 1A. 

108 Timbits - Atlanta Sky  3 - Blake Iezzi 1G,
Marco Djordjevic 1G, Thomas Bradley 1G, Cole
Jenkinson 1A,  Malcolm Parkinson 1A.  103
Timbits - Toronto White  2 - Parker Jalbert 1G,
Cayden Connelly 1G, Anthony Minichiello 1A,
Dimitri Iriotakis 2A.

105 Timbits - Pittsburgh Black  4 - Ryan
Clutterbuck 1G 2A, Jack Edwards 1G, Connor
Fortin 1A, Hayden Klugerman 1A, Ethan Powell
2G.  106 Timbits - San Jose Teal  4 - Sam White
1G 1A, Braeden Marchant 1G, Ryan Blakley 1G,
Samuel Spong 1G.

104 Timbits - St. Louis Blue  8 - Brayden
Baird 1G, Andrew Aikins 1G, Tyler Pridham 1G,
Fionn Keon 3G, Jacob Madore 2G, Ethan
Mitchell 1A.  107 Timbits - Nashville Silver  4 -
Andrew Parsons 3G 1A, Lucas Wilhelm 1G.

202 Caravan Kids - Boston Gold  5 -
Cameron Mills 1G, Cristian Troubitisin 1G, John
Stojcevski 1G, Sebastian Santagato 1G, Rory
Callaghan 1G, Christopher Goncalves 3A,
Jackson Maclean 1A.  204 Caravan Kids - St.
Louis Blue  3 -  Jake Pridham 1G, Andrew Flores
2G 1A, Quinn Holtby 1A, Brett Watson 1A.     

201 Caravan Kids - Calgary Red  5 -
Christian Bryan 1G, Liam Parris 1G, Michael
Valenti 1G, Marchel Woods 2G, Cameron Moir
1A.  203 Caravan Kids - Toronto White  3 -
Stefano Iervasi 1G, Aidan Quinn 1G 1A, Daniel
Romas 1A, Matthew Collins 1G 1A. 

406 McDonald's - Purple  3 - Cristian Franze
1G, Jacob Lopez 1G, Matthew Roberts 1G,
Joseph Franze 1A.  410 McDonald's - Orange
1.

404 McDonald's - Blue   7 - Robert Kniss 1G
1A, Greg Gatzopoulos 1G 2A, Matthew Cowl 2G
1A, Ryan Funston-Clarke 1G, Ethan Edwards
1G, Zachary Diaz 1A, Nathan Clark 1G 1A.  403
McDonald's - White  2 - Ethan Moulds 1G, Chris
McGee 1A, Justin Foster 1G, Kevin Obrien 1A.  

401 McDonald's - Red   9.   408 McDonald's
- Grey  1.

402 McDonald's - Gold  7 - Cameron Lang
3G 1A, S. Meunier-Geoffrey 1G, Ethan Joiner 1G
1A, Austin Martin 1G 1A, Luke Pignatelli 1A,
Andrew Pignatelli 1G.   405 McDonald's - Black
4 - Cody Fisher 2G, Justin Just 1A,  Mark
Clutterbuck 1G, Ian Hilgendorff 1G, Jack
Nicholson 1A.   

604 Omar's Shoes  5 - James Kypreos 1A,
Andrew Warner 2G, Tyler  McKechnie 1A, Joshua
Fallavollita 1G, Sean Anderton 1A, Jacob
Leblanc 2G 1A. 607 Crabby Joes  1 - Tony Sul
1G.  

601 Chouinard Bros.  4 - Jacob Cowl 1G,
Owen Bourrie 1G 2A, Matthew Glionna 1A, Ryan
Lewis 2G.  612 H.J. Pfaff Audi  3 - Jack Camplin
3G.  

608 Mastermind Toys  5 - Evan Lambert 3G,
Louie Simonin 1G, Nolan Roy 1G, Ryan
Mascarenhas 1A, Jack Hosmer 1A, Kyle Gillies
1A, Stephen Silverio 1A, Gregory Mitchell 1A.
605 Crossley Contracting Ind. Restoration  3 -
Reese Crevelle 1G, Cameron Bugos 1A,  Ryan
Cooper 1G, Noah Murphy-Sealy 1G 1A, Tanner
Arnold 1A.

611 Rotary Club  4 - Claudio Basso 2G,
Justin Miller 2G, Alexander Louie 1A, Connor
DeVogel 1A.  602 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg
Ctr  3 - Matthew Parkin 1G 1A, Adam Powell 1A,
Tristan Hicks 2G.

604 Omar's Shoes  3 - Tristen Macklin 1G,
Andrew Warner 2G, Leo Branigan 1A, Scott
Wilson-Smith 1A.  609 Kumon Aurora-East  1 -
Adrian Bristilo 1G, Josh Hookey 1A.

810 Benson, Kearley IFG  8 - James Power
2G, Ryan Batten 2G, Riley Callaghan 2G, Andre
Cristillo 2G.  802 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg
Ctr.  4.

810 Benson, Kearley IFG  9 - James Power
3G, Wyatt Dane 1G, Andre Cristillo 1G, Geoff
Siow 1G, Ryan Batten 1G, Mitchell Albert 1G,
Harrison Lambrinos 1G. 808 Laurion Law Office
3.

810 Benson, Kearley IFG  10 - Ryan Batten
3G, James Power 3G, Andre Cristillo 1G, Austin
Skelhorn 1G, Harrison Lambrinos 1G, Wyatt
Dane 1G. 806 Backyard Pool & Spa Co. Ltd.  8.

810 Benson, Kearley IFG  10 - Wyatt Dane
3G, Harrison Lambrinos 2G, Andre Cristillo 2G,
Ryan Batten 1G, James Power 1G, Austin
Skelhorn 1G.  806 Backyard Pool & Spa Co.
Ltd.  1.

809 Danny & Scotty Puck Bandits:   3.  810
Benson, Kearley IFG   1 - Andre Cristillo 1G,  

801 Diamond Groundskeeping Services  7
- Liam Richardson 1G 1A, Matthew Hall 1G, Joey
Hodgson 1G 1A, Greg Rutherford 2G, Cameron
Screech 1G 1A, Calem pollock 1A, Colin
McGoldrick 1A, Brett Diamond 1A, Tyler Bundy
1A, Colin Dyer 2A, Michael Imseis 1A.  806
Backyard Pool & Spa Co. Ltd.  0.

803 McAlpine Ford  9 - Adam Ashraf 3G 1A,
Alex Sesto 1G 2A, Michael Walsh 2G 2A, Liam
Gray 2G 1A, Markus Hamann 1G 2A, Jordan
Bodimeade 1A, Connor Tripp 1A, Daniel
Robinson, shutout.  809 Danny & Scotty Puck
Bandits  0.

810 Benson, Kearley IFG  4 - Austin
Skelhorn 2G 1A, Joey Leger 1G, Andre Cristillo
1G. 802 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr.   0.

804 Optimist Club of Aurora  5.   808
Laurion Law Office  3.

801 Diamond Groundskeeping Services  3
- Jeff Stobo 1G, Matthew Hall 1G, Michael Imseis
1G 1A, Cameron Screech 1A,  Alex Negri 1A,
Joey Hodgson 1A, Liam Richardson 1A. 802
Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr.  2 - Denzel
Speller Drews 1G, Allister Johnston 1G, Ethan
Mills 1A. 

808 Laurion Law Office  6.   805 Lakeshore
Valu-Mart  4.

904 North York Plumbing & Heating  6 -
Declan Johnston 2G, Matt Reeves 1G 2A, Josh
Lawlor 1G 1A, Scott Barker 1G, Omar Rahal 4A,
Alexander Harrison 1A.  902 Aurora Chrysler  2
- Cody Mulhern 1G, Scott Dunlop 1G, Ben
Hankins 2A, Connor McQuillan 1A, Cameron
Staples 1A. 

909 Manhattan Trophies Ltd.  3 - Brian
Pedron 1G 2A, Aiden Woods 1G, Matthew
Pelkola 2A, Mackenzie Smith 1A, David Gonder
1A, Kevin Siery 1G. 908 Benson, Kearley IFG  2
- James Johnston 1G, Liam Devlin 1G, Kentner
Arkell 1A, Mitch Lamantia 1A, Zackery Landry
1A, Elias Jeries 1A. 

903 A.D.C. Aluminum  8 - Trevor George 2G,
Jesse Borin 2G, Franco Porano 1G 2A,
Christopher Sanita 1G 1A, Jonathan Caporusso
1G 1A, Michael Tanel 2A, Thomas Scougall 2A,
Michael DeCesare 1A, Matthew Sanita 1G 3A.
912 Pizza Pizza  1 - Tyler Hindley 1G, Casey
Severini 1A. 

907 Crabby Joe's  2 - Zac Kroll 1G, Morgan
Walker 1G, Kevan Cress 1A, Alec Barnett 1A,
Sam Mason, shutout.  910 INARIA  0.

901 Rogers TV  4 - Andrew Walter 2G, Ryan
Dowling 1G, Michael Perryman 1G, Alex Seto 2A,
Mitchell Waite 1A, Matthew Foschia 1A.  905
Continental Ingredients  2 - Stephen Faiello

2G, Jake Arcangeli 1A, Dylan Sutton 1A,
Brendan McDonald 1A.

911 AHPA  4 - Michael Arcuri 1G 1A, Russel
Johnson 1G 1A, Joshua Carducci 1G, Paul
Neophytou 1G, Alexander Deblasis 1A, Austin
Tanaka 1A.  906 ATS Healthcare  2 - Adam
Durante 1G, Scott Kostin 1G, Eliot Harkin 1A,
Maxwell Brown 1A.   

1007 Crabby Joe's  7 -  Steadman Dinning
3G, Nick Theodoropolous 2G, Taylor Brewda 1G
1A, Evan Foxwell 1G, Brian Puskar 3A, Cameron
Grieg 1A,  Jamie Cherutti 1A. 1001 Pizzaville
Aurora  3 - Chase Riddell 1G, Mady  Schaefer
1G, Marco Ghegin 1G, Matt Hart 1A, Carter
Schaeffer 1A, John  Haralampolpoulos 1A.      

1004 BMO Bank of Montreal  4 - Anthony
DeCesare 1G, Kelley Hudson 1G, Justin Killens
1G 1A, Jesse Bentolila 1G, Nick Heintzman 2A,
Josh Bentolila 2A. 1003 Tom & Jerry's  2 - T.
Litmanovitch 1G, K Piper 1G, D Hughes 1A,
David Baccialeri 1A, Ryan Dalcin 1A.   

1006 Caruso & Company  5 - Andrew
Kimber 2G 1A, Chris Fafalios 1G, Jim Taylor 1G,
John Dinicolantonio 1G, Braedon Casselden 1A.
1008 Danny & Scotty Puck Bandits  2.

1002 INARIA  2 - L. Ghegin 1G, Sasha Dajia
1G, W. Reid 1A,  G. Forrest 1A.  1005 BrokerLink
1 - Thomas Hagias 1G, Ryan Eberlin 1A. 1006
Caruso & Company  2 - Andrew Kimber 2G,
Taylor Butler 1A, Alex Woodward 1A.  1002
INARIA  2 - W Reid 2G, D Fusco 1A, L Ghegin
1A.

1007 Crabby Joe's  2 - Braydon Jackson 1G
1A, Steadman Dinning 1G 1A, Jamie Cherutti 1A.
1008 Danny & Scotty Puck Bandits  1 - William
Miller 1G, Josh Ashfiled 1A.    

1001 Pizzaville Aurora  3 - Carter Schaeffer
1G, Chris Peron 1G, Marco Ghegin 1G, Mike
Nonnewitz 1A, Brandon Connolly 1A, Braedon
MacKenzie 1A, Daniel LaFlamm 2A. 1004 BMO
Bank of Montreal  2 - Alex Heintzman 1G, Jesse
Bentolila 1G, Josh Bentolila 1A, Justin Killens 1A,
Justin Killens 1A.  

REP LEAGUE

Tyke - Select A - TNT  7.  Aurora 4 - Jake
Worthman 1G 1A, Easton Irvine 1G, Tucker
Kauffeldt 1A, Thomas Guilbert 1G, Ayden Posa
1A, Emmett Ross 1G.

Novice AA -  Richmond Hill   2.  Aurora  0.  
Novice A - Newmarket   2.  Aurora  1 - Gavin

Loria 1G.
Minor Atom A - Aurora  1.   Orillia  0.  
Minor Atom A - Aurora  3.  Orillia  1. 

Minor Atom AE - Aurora  5 - Jonathon
Gagnon 2G 1A, Carson Tidd 2G, Zachary Grant
1G, James Sproul 1A,  Liam Graham 1A,
Alexander Arcuri 1A.  Markham  3.   

Minor Atom AE -  Markham  3.   Aurora  3 -
Zachary Grant 2G 1A, Joshua Torres 1G,
Jonathon Gagnon 1A.   

Minor Atom AA -  Markham   3.   Aurora  2
- Carter Beswick 1G, Evan Vierling 1G, Harrison
Bennett 1A, Daniel Gaeta 2A.  

Atom AA - Aurora  5.  Richmond Hill   3.
Atom A - East Gwillimbury   4.  Aurora  2

- Jack Campbell 1G, Dylan Prescott 1G, Sam
Ashton 1A, Jason Gage 1A.

Atom A - Aurora  3 - Dylan Prescott 1G, Tyler
Sawyer 1G 2A, Anthony DiPietro 1G, Andrew
Park 2A. East Gwillimbury  2.   

Atom AE - Newmarket  3.  Aurora  2 - Luke
Catania 1G, Matthew Gram 1G, Alex Sandras
1A, Jack Patterson 1A.

Minor Peewee AA -  Orillia  2.  Aurora  1 -
Matthew Ferry 1G, Nate Legros 1A.   

Minor Peewee AA -  Orillia  8.  Aurora  2 - Ty
Boisseau 1G 1A, Matthew Ferry 1A, Nate Legros

1G 1A.
Minor Peewee A -  Barrie  3.  Aurora  2. 
Minor Peewee A -  Barrie  4.  Aurora   1. 
Minor Peewee AE -  Barrie  3.  Aurora   2 -

Nicholas Vamvakaris 1G, Fin Reeves 1G.  
Minor Peewee AE -  Barrie   3.  Aurora  1 -

Peter Chimienti 1G, Fin Reeves 1A, Colin Windle
1A.  

Peewee AA - Aurora  3.  Georgina   1.
Peewee AA - Aurora  3.   Stouffville   2. 
Peewee AA - Markham  5.  Aurora  1.  
Peewee A - Barrie  4 .   Aurora  3 - Thomas

Kostoff 2G, Chris Pettit 1A,  Curtis Romanchych
2A, Reid Carpenter 1G, Mark Kalmisto 1A,
Stewart Gable 1A.  

Peewee A - Barrie  3.  Aurora  2 - Eric
McGhie 1G, Reid Carpenter 1A,  Jordan Torres
1G, Ariz Bhimani 1A.   

Peewee A -  Barrie  5.  Aurora   2 - Reid
Carpenter 1G 1A, Stewart Gable 2A,  Eric
McGhie 1G, Clayton Allen 1A.  

Peewee AE - Barrie  3.  Aurora  3 - Eric
Pears 1G, Jack amplin 2G, Alexander Simardone
1A, Cameron Dyer 2A, Andrew Sutherland 1A. 

Peewee RS - Aurora  3.  Oshawa  1. 
Minor Bantam AA - Aurora  4 . Evan

Woodhead 2G, Zack Phillips 1G 1A, Tyler
Williams 1G 1A, Jared Brown 1A.  Georgina  1. 

Minor Bantam AA - Aurora  5 - Bryan
Manweiler 3G 1A, Jack Pecora 1G, Evan
Woodhead 1G 1A, Taylor Kauffeldt 1A, Cole
Chapman, shutout.  Georgina  0. 

Minor Bantam A - Aurora  2 - Cameron
Zinner 2G, Connor Downs 1A,  Cole Chapman,
shutout.  TNT  0.

Minor Bantam A -  TNT  7,  Aurora  0.
Minor Bantam A - Aurora  5 - Will Ashton

1G, Connor Downs 1G 1A, Christian Arcuri 2A,
Tristan Kuchar 3G.  TNT   2.  

Minor Bantam AE -  Barrie  4.  Aurora  3.
Minor Bantam AE - Aurora  3.   Georgina  1.
Bantam AA -  Richmond Hill  3.   Aurora  0. 
Bantam AA - Aurora  2 -  Chris Klinowski 1G,

Andrew Klinowski 1G.  Richmond Hill  2.  
Bantam A  -   Aurora  4. East Gwillimbury

2.
Bantam A -  East Gwillimbury  3.  Aurora  0. 
Bantam A - Aurora   2. East Gwillimbury  1. 
Bantam A - Aurora  2.  East Gwillimbury  1.
Bantam AE - Newmarket  4.  Aurora  2 -

Matthew Bellerby 1G, Johnny Sherwood 1G,
Noah Spicer 1A, Michael Fisher 1A, Christian
MacGillivray 1A.

Bantam AE - Aurora  3 - Joe Battiston 3G,
Matthew Iezzi 1A, Michael Boorn 1A, Michael
Fisher 1A.  Newmarket  1. 

Minor Midget AA -  Newmarket  2.  
Aurora  0. 

Minor Midget AA - Aurora  5 -  Andrew
Quattrin 3G, Spencer Green 2G, Quentin
Campbell 3A,  Lucas Pozzebon 3A, Jake McKee
1A, Tristan Joseph 1A, Brett Thiessen 1A, Ryan
Manson 1A.  Newmarket   3.   

Minor Midget A - Aurora  6 - Jordan Nanos
2G 1A, Brayden Beswick 1G, James Thomson
1G 2A, Liam Coll 1G, Zac Cowl 2A, Jack Caldwell
1G 1A, Liam Beresford 1A, Erik Balkovec 2A.
Innisfil   1.   

Minor Midget A - Aurora  6 - James
Thomson 2G 1A, Matthew Tozer 1G 1A, Jordan
Nanos 1G 1A, Liam Beresford 2A, Jack Caldwell
1A, Erik Balkovec 1G 1A, Alec Ground 1G.
Innisfil  2.  

Midget AA - Aurora   2.  Stouffville  1.
Midget AA - Stouffville   4.  Aurora  3.   
Midget AA -  Stouffville  5.  Aurora  1 
Midget A -  Richmond Hill  5.  Aurora  3. 
Midget A -  Aurora  2.  Richmond Hill  2.  
Midget A -  Richmond Hill  2.  Aurora  1. 

Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association

Results, up to 
February 12, 2012

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca
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*Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustrations are artist’s concept only. Rockport® is a registered trademark of Rockport and used under license. ©Rockport 2010. All rights reserved. E.&O.E. 2012. Brokers protected.

Life. Lived Better.®

Ridgewood II is the ultimate expression of carefree resort-style living - a place 

that feels like the weekend… everyday. An intimate 6 storey condominium with 

exceptional recreational facilities including a sumptuous outdoor saltwater 

swimming pool and indoor  hot tub. Miles of area trails and ravine parks. 

Nearby cafés. Fabulous shopping and minutes to GO Transit. Incredible suites 

with equally incredible views. An oasis of gracious tranquility in the heart of 

historic Aurora. Come home to Ridgewood II and leave the world behind. 

rockportgroup.net

1 Bedroom Suites
from the

$280’s*

2 Bedroom Suites
from the

$380’s*

Presentation Centre: 205 John West Way, Aurora

Mon.-Wed. Noon-6 pm, Closed Thurs. & Fri., 

Weekends & Holidays Noon-5 pm

905 841 1004
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Book your 
parties 
with us 

Take out 
available

905-713-1600

Daily Daily 

SpecialsSpecials Specials 

Daily 

165 Wellington St. E., 
Aurora 

Blue PlateBlue Plate

OPEN
at 8 am

for
Family 

Day 
Feb. 20

Marc Thuet, chef on television’s Conviction Kitchen, hit the Edward Street
Grill Friday afternoon to participate in cooking demonstrations and sign
copies of his new book French Food My Way.   

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Running 101
The cave men ran for

their lives. We should fol-
low their lead.

Running for fitness is
not a new concept. It's a
tried, true and tested way
to lose weight  - and keep
it off.

Running isn't without
its pitfalls, however. It's
tough on the joints of the
lower body and it's
painfully addictive.

I started running when
I was in my early 20's.
Overweight, and desper-
ate for a solution, I
watched a pretty girl run-
ning on a treadmill one
day at the local gym. I
was fascinated by the
pace she kept, never
seeming out of breath.
She played carelessly
with her walkman (am I
dating myself?) and
worked hard enough to
produce a feminine "glis-
tening" but not a true
sweat. As I walked along
side her, my treadmill
seemed at a standstill in
comparison. Not getting
the results I desired from
walking, I decided to start
running myself. 

Learning to run
involves many parts: first,
getting the body to go
along with your plan;
then, getting the mind in
synch with what the
body's doing; and finally a
burning (and at times I do
mean burning) desire to
do it again, and again,
until both A and B fall into
place.

Day 1. As the treadmill
beneath my feet began to
gain speed, I envisioned
myself shooting off the
back end, falling face first
into the rotating belt. My
heart rate was sky high
and I started freaking out.
So much so, I stopped
running. I needed a walk-
man to drown out the
sound of my heart bang-
ing in my chest.

The next day, armed
with a shiny new cassette
player, I headed back to

the gym. Blaring music as
loud as my headphones
would go, I found a pace
that I could live with. This
was it. Today was the day.
Until… good old what's-
her-face got on the tread-
mill beside me. Yep. Ms. I-
Run-for-FUN! was setting
the pace once again. I
stopped running, and
went for a swim.

Day 3. I got on the
treadmill; no blondes in
thongs in sight. Good. I
was able to focus on just
the running today.  Within
a few minutes I was in
"the zone". (Note: the
zone is a common runner-
s' term that means you've
found your stride, you're
working at your target
heart rate and you feel
like you could go all day).
(Note #2: the Zone is
commonly followed by
"The Wall", or a bad, bad
place runners go to when
they feel like they've liter-
ally hit a brick wall and
can go no further). On this
day, I discovered the
direct meaning of both
terms.

Day 56 (or something
like that). Running was
now something I did. I
wasn't trying to look like
Ms. Thang anymore; I just
simply wanted to run. I
often equate my passion
for running with playing
chess. It's strategic, it's
complicated, it's addictive
and it's a great activity for
those who like to plan
their next move. So here I
am, running away when
"she" gets on the tread-
mill directly beside me,
and it's game-on. She's
running, I'm running, she
looks good, I look good,
she's sweating, I'm sweat-
ing, (wait for it… wait for
it…) she stops, I… keep
going! Yee haw! From that
moment on, I'd always
love running. Not because
I could outrun the compe-
tition but because it was
something I was good at. I
had beaten the odds - this

Mesomorph body was as
good as any and I had
worked tirelessly adapting
my lazy muscles (includ-
ing my mind) to beat the
challenges of distance
and speed.

Gradually, my runs
became longer and longer
- even surpassing the
two-hour mark. I decided I
needed a change of
scenery, and took to the
streets. Big mistake.
Jumping over a puddle
one day, I landed on the
side of my foot and dam-
aged my Achilles tendon.
Babying my left ankle, it
came to be that my right
Achilles also became
damaged. My running
days were over. Or so I
thought…

Flash forward to 2012 -
After years without run-
ning I have taken to 'The
Mill' once again. It's
amazing how fast the
techniques I used in the
past to get over mental
barriers I put up for
myself came back. I'm
even more amazed that
my body remembers run-
ning - from proper form to
regulating oxygen intake -
and is helping me to
achieve my goal of
becoming a runner, once
again.

Not everyone's body is
designed for running - so
if it's not for you choose
an activity that suits your
lifestyle, level of commit-
ment and interest. It is
important to make time for
exercise as many times in
a week as possible,
ensuring you are listening
to your body and have
consulted your physician.

For me, running is both
my favourite form of exer-
cise, and my passion. It is
truly the best high there is
- and it's totally legal.

Wendy Soloduik is a
Can-Fit-Pro cer tified
Personal Trainer, with an
Honours Diploma in
Fitness Leadership from
Humber College.

Healthy Habits & Lifestyle 

By WENDY SOLODUIK
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Please phone Len/Janine
905-939-7962

www.chittlehockey.com

CHITTLE HOCKEY ACADEMY
MARCH BREAK CAMP

March 12-15, 2012
Session 1
9 - 13 yrs 
9 - 11 am

Session 2
6 - 8 yrs 

11 - 1 pm

    NATIONAL
     TRAINING 
     RINKS

REGISTRATION 
2012 SPRING PROGRAMS 

& MARCH BREAK 
REGISTRATION OPEN

We are pleased to announce our 
new spring brochure is available online.

Call in today to reserve your spot.

Call to register by Phone! (905) 953-0978
dan@ntrcanada.com
www.ntrcanada.com

SPRING Programs Available
Learn to Skate

Learn to Play Hockey 1
Learn to Play Hockey 2

Basic & Advanced Power Skating
(private and semi private lesson)

 
MONDAY

Tyke and Novice Tournament
TUESDAY

Atom Tournament
WEDNESDAY

Peewee and Bantam Tournament
THURSDAY & FRIDAY

Puck Control and Shooting Clinic
Elite Forward and D Camp

MARCH BREAK TOURNAMENTS 
and CLINICS

Register Now for March Break

Officials mark the Multimedia Film Festival of York Region’s $298,000 grant from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. Above, from left, are Feria Bacchus of the Ontario Trillium Foundation, Elisha Laker of
Family Services of York Region, MPP Michael Coteau (Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of
Tourism, Culture, and Sport), Chin Yuen Kitchen (chair, Family Services of York Region), Aurora Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe, and Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees.                              Auroran photo by David Falconer

KKiidds’s’
REGISTRATION GUIDE  

Festival grant will help local filmmakers: Director
By Brock Weir

Deadlines for young film-
makers to enter the
Multimedia Film Festival of
York Region come up next
month, but this year organiz-
ers are going into the compe-
tition with greater financial
backing.

Organizers for the Film
Festival were in Aurora
Wednesday to formally
receive a $298,000 grant from
the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. They hope the
grant will allow the Festival to
attract more participants and
make the festival stand on its
own in the coming years. 

"As you can imagine,

many of the submissions we
get are focused on poverty
and how we can improve
homelessness, so it is very
exciting when  you get one
that is related to an initiative
like this," said Feria Bacchus
of the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. "We certainly are
privileged to be able to banter
around the table and be able
to come up and be able to
provide that funding."

The Multimedia Film
Festival of York Region was
founded to provide a forum for
filmmakers in the nine munic-
ipalities to "begin a dialogue
centred on diversity as 
well as commonality and 
challenges," according to 

organizers.
"A festival of this nature

garners the presence of politi-
cians, community members,
leaders, human service pro-
fessionals, corporate figures
and the media. The hope is for
the entire Region to engage
in a conversation regarding
matters of diversity and its
inherent challenges and
strengths."

Partners in the festival
include Family Services of
York Region, the York Region
District School Board, the
York Region Children's Aid
Society, Pathways York
Region, and the Towns of
Aurora, Richmond Hill,
Wh i tchurch-Stou f fv i l l e ,

Markham, and East
Gwillimbury. Last year's festi-
val, which held its closing gala
at the Aurora Cultural Centre,
saw several Aurora entries
rise to the top. 

They returned to the
Aurora Cultural Centre to
make the grant last week in
the presence of local filmmak-
ers, Members of Provincial
Parliament, Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe, and representatives of
the school board and Family
Services.

"We have an amazing
community here in York
Region," said Newmarket-
Aurora MPP Frank Klees.
"The diversity of this Region is
second to none in the

province and that, of course,
brings some challenges.

"The creativity and the
vision to be able to deliver to
the public and raise public
awareness of issues that
relate to youth and newcom-
ers especially in our region is
a great initiative and I want to
commend those who were
part of giving birth to that par-
ticular vision."

Also on hand was Don
Valley East MPP Michael
Coteau, representing Minister
Michael Chan. 

"This funding will allow the
festival to continue to grow to
become an important cultural
attraction in the York Region
and eventually transition into a
community based, independ-
ent and not-for-profit organi-
zation with its very own
board," he said. "The
Multimedia Film Festival of
York Region gives a voice to
those who aren't usually
heard and helps us to under-
stand one another in this
incredible area. These pro-
grams really help to build a
strong Ontario."

For York Region Filmmaker
Sean Cisterna, who filmed
part of his indie feature Moon

Point at Hillary House last
summer, this film festival is a
way to highlight local filmmak-
ers and enable them to get
their work on the big screen. 

"It is very important for film-
makers north of Highway 7 to
bond as a community and
realise where each other's
strengths lie and network with
film people because it is very
difficult, I find, trying to film in
York Region, accessing that
talent of experienced cast and
crew from the area," he said.
"It is a way for all the filmmak-
ing community to peek out of
the shadows and come and
participate in a region-wide
film festival. 

"Just having an aspiring
filmmaker's film seen in the
public setting on a big screen
is a fantastic push for a
resume and just a great expe-
rience for the filmmaker and
getting feedback that way. I
think it is a very important
thing for aspiring filmmakers
to go through."

A deadline for film submis-
sions is March 9. After that,
the films will tour various ven-
ues throughout the Region
and an awards gala will be
held in Newmarket on June 5.
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Follow us across the web:                www.uweightloss.com                uweightloss.com/facebook                twitter.com/uweightloss

Discover the difference of a doctor-formulated 
health, weight loss and lifestyle change program 
that is personalized for U.

RECEIVE A FREE 
HEALTHY WEIGHT 
ANALYSIS TODAY
($100 VALUE)  
Learn how a U Weight LossTM program, customized to 
your personal needs, health condition and lifestyle, can 
work for you in achieving rapid and lasting results.

JOIN NOW AND 
GET STARTED 
FOR ONLY

*Join U Weight LossTM and receive the U Weight LossTM Intelligent Health Guide, Pedometer, 1 U-Protein, 1 U-Loss, 1 Kick 
Start and a 7 day nutritional meal plan for $199 ($325 Value). Certain conditions apply. Please see U Weight LossTM for details.

U WEIGHT LOSS CLINIC OF AURORA
1 HENDERSON DRIVE 

CALL 905.713.5673 OR EMAIL US AT aurora@uweightloss.com
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD
Senior Scape

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Variety is the spice of senior life

While the Seniors' Centre
offers much to interest and even
fascinate discerning members,
many outside interests occupy
attention and appreciation to a
great degree.

Sports and politics, families
and friends, shopping, holidays
and a host of personal interests
vie for attention among us all. The
Seniors' Centre stands unwaver-
ing in purpose as a focus of sen-
ior interest. The Centre offers so
many diverse hobbies, activities
and simple pleasures, and a mix
and match approach offers the
best tactic to extract maximum
pleasures.

People can derive pleasure in
a variety of manners, sometimes
with fun and laughter and other
times in quiet satisfaction or loud-
er triumph.

Super Bowl Sunday reigned
supreme this past weekend,
judging by the coverage found in
newspapers, radio, televi-
sion...and in gambling on
Fantasy Football. Sports offer a
never-ending fascination for peo-
ple young and old with the quali-
ty and strength of teams ebbing
and flowing.

The Leafs and Jays appear
to have young exciting teams
searching for powerful key play-
ers to bring competition at the
highest level. The Raptors and
Argos have yet to emerge as
potentially powerful competitors,
but every dog will have its day.

Most of us watch TV and
even though we complain of the
same old shows offering similar
storylines with different faces,
most of us find something to our
liking.  

The incessant demand for
fresh, imaginative entertainment
productions, from writers and
producers alike, seven days a
week, with no days off, probably
demands more than can be
delivered.

The greatest entertainment
remains self-entertainment and
children at play, day after day, can
attest to my words. Can we as
adults and elders learn from our
children, our cherished offspring
and heirs, how to fill every hour
creatively? 

Can we learn from each
other how to create endless days
of satisfaction, whatever variety
of satisfaction emerges from our
endeavours?

For each of us, entertainment
varies and our enjoyment varies
with it. 

Entertainment is not alone in
occupying our capacity for satis-
faction! Many people, including
seniors feel the urge to use their
time performing useful tasks, or
in improving their capacity to
function in life, consequently feel-
ing greater fulfilment with their
purpose in life.

Whatever works for you, and
very often a variety of approach-
es with social inclusiveness, bal-
ances desires and provide the
satisfaction leading onward.
Account for personal responsibil-
ities first, and then plunge into a
way of life, or personal culture
suited to personal needs.

Tea, scones and an after-
noon pampered by trained per-
sonnel allows relaxation to per-
meate body and mind in luxury
provided by others. Massages,
manicures, footbaths and tarot
card reading among other offer-
ings will attract members seeking
a little comfort or even indulging
in extravagance for an afternoon
on Sunday, March 4th, starting at
1.00 p.m.

Pancake Tuesday, February
21st, attracts hungry members
and those wanting to soak up the
good times. The menu will offer
light as air pancakes, maple
syrup, grilled sausages and bev-
erages. 

This Lunch will sell out early,

so sign up early at the reception
desk and relax in the security of
knowing your place is assured.

Ragtime, at the Shaw
Festival Theatre, powerfully cap-
tures the imagination. Set in the
early 1900s, it demonstrates new
found freedom of expression
among all classes, people and
cultures. Providing the necessi-
ties of life was largely a personal
matter in those days.

The American Civil War,
already decided, saw slavery in
the country abolished. Ragtime
emerged from this world bru-
talised by modern weapons, and
unleashed new freedoms, ener-
gy and expressions in music, to a
world ready to grasp every
improvement.

Our world of seniority
emerged slowly and haltingly
from this turbulent and ultimately
progressive epoch to the pres-
ent. The age of retirement only
signals an end to a life of work,
and for those who retained
health, energy and desire, a new
career in seniority opens senior
minds to pursue their happiness
and pleasure, recreation and
freedom of choice, to spend their
time in any way they achieve sat-
isfaction.

People rarely view senior
lives as fascinating because peo-
ple find more interest in younger
lives. Perhaps this will remain
true, but seniors grow more
aware of opportunity and interest
as various branches of computer
technology grows an interest,
which will probably continue to
expand. Interest in the arts, par-
ticularly drawing and painting has
attracted adherents for a long
time and very likely will continue
and probably develop with time.

What seniors accomplish
today, often by trial and error,
inevitably builds the future for
seniority; better health and longer
life may lengthen working life.

Southlake plans lasting
legacy for Aurora man

By Brock Weir

Southlake is putting the 
finishing touches on a way to
keep Qamar "Kam" Sidiq's
legacy alive. 

Details will be forthcoming
on what Southlake Regional
Health Centre has in mind for a
lasting tribute to the Aurora res-
ident who was an active mem-
ber of both the Pakistani
Canadian Community and
Southlake's family of volun-
teers. He died New Year’s day
after a battle with cancer.

Speaking on Mr. Sidiq's
death, Neila Poscente,
President of the Southlake
Regional Health Centre
Foundation, said it would be dif-
ficult to find one person to pick
up where Kam left off.

"It will take many people to
start filling that void," Ms.
Poscente told The Auroran. "If
you talk to anybody about Kam
you know how committed he
was to the community and it is
just such a loss. We miss him
so much.

"We first had the pleasure of
meeting Kam at least three or
four years ago through one of
our board members. Then he
brought on board the
Multicultural Society of
Pakistani Canadians and they
have a long history of communi-
ty building both locally and inter-
nationally. They made the deci-

sion that they really wanted to
get involved with us because
we were in our campaign to
build the Regional Cancer
Centre and it was a really
important initiative for our com-
munity and they wanted to
come on board and help."

From that meeting, Mr.
Sadiq's group held a gala and
the proceeds from the event
went towards the Cancer
Centre fundraising drive - a
whopping $50,000.

"We were just thrilled and
overwhelmed at how success-
ful they were at their generosi-
ty," said Ms. Poscente.

"He was such a special guy.
My sense was he didn't take for
granted his own success in the
community and he really felt
strongly that it is our duty to
build a strong community.
Whether it be the multicultural
community, engaging the York
Region Community or the larg-
er community we lived in, Kam
was a Canadian first, really
loved Canada, and cared very
much about what we have
here."

Mr. Sadiq is also being
remembered by Councillor
Sandra Humfryes who, in addi-
tion to working with Kam and
his group on events for
Southlake, also recalls him
working with her late mother on
immigration programs in the
Toronto area.

"She just thought the world
of him and thought he was a
brilliant individual," said
Councillor Humfryes. "My mom
was from an immigration back-
ground as well and had some
significant things in the commu-
nity locally. She looked to him as
a mentor. 

"She did a lot when she was
working in Toronto helping a lot
of new immigrants integrate into
the community and ran the
Doorstep Program. She would
look to him and what he was
doing to help her in her area
and just thought the world of
him."

Councillor Humfryes added
her and Kam's shared passion
for Southlake was reflective of
the spirit of doing anything that
can be done to save the lives of
others. Investing in our local
hospital, she said, and investing
in imaging machines and diag-
nostics, can be greatly aided
through fundraising efforts. 

"It's so upsetting and it's so
heartbreaking and so you see
so many strong people of
prominence touched by [can-
cer], and we have all been
touched by this," she said. "We
pray that there is going to be a
cure and we all have to keep
strong and do what we have to
do to invest in our hospitals and
hopefully we can find a cure
and a way to stop this terrible
disease."
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
Zach at zach@auroran.com, or John at John@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery! 

The Auroran is starting to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 

Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Residential • Retail • Corporate Design

"Your Home Your Way"

905-726-1837

MYRA SPIERS INTERIOR DESIGN

www.myraspiersdesign.com

Thank you for supporting 
The Auroran Classifieds

At Your Service Directory
For more information call 

905-727-7128

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience

Top quality guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe Repairs & 
New Installations

416-568-6928

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

Cleaning Service •   Commercial/residential ...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING 

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

• Customized Services • Same Professional and Reliable Staff • Insured & Bonded
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call or email for an in-home consultation 
loliver@rogers.com

DOUG
THOMPSON CONTRACTING Ltd.

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

Call Doug: 905-836-2792
• Quality Workmanship Guaranteed. Family Owned and Operated since 1988

• Additions • Renovations • Custom Interiors

• Bathrooms • Basements • Century Home Restorations

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil EnhancemeIest & Disease ControlP

StructIee PruningrTTrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTIent

orcemental Reinffotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

TREE CARE

HANDYMAN PAINTER

MOVERS

VETERINARY SERVICES

CONTRACTOR

CLEANERS

PLUMBERDENTALAUTO

WATER

HOME RENO MONUMENTSDESIGN
INTERIOR DESIGN

DANCE

ART

LIMOUSINE

16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

59$From *
NEW Winshields 
 188$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln hybrid 
for your next airport or downtown transportation – Only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  • Website: www.eco-limo.ca

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Alan is also committee chairman of iloverockandroll.ca

colours for a beautiful glow. In this exciting workshop, we will replicate
stained glass by using tissue paper to create our own Medieval win-
dows. Ages 7+. Registration is $7.50. For more information contact Polly
Ross, Children Services Librarian at 905-727-9494 x208 or by email-
ing pross@library.on.ca.

MARCH 29 - APRIL 1
Every three minutes another Canadian is faced with fighting can-

cer. Throughout April, volunteers in Aurora and across Ontario will be
working together to raise funds for the Canadian Cancer Society dur-
ing Daffodil Month. Join the fight against cancer March 29 until April
1. Buy daffodils for $7 a bunch or two bunches for $12 at Metro, Real
Canadian Superstore, Sobeys, LCBO, and No Frills and unite behind
those living with cancer. Daffodil pins are also available for a donation
throughout the month. Money raised during Daffodil Month helps the
Society do everything it can to prevent cancer, fund research to out-
smart cancer and empower, inform and support people living with
cancer right here in Aurora. Visit fightback.ca or call 905-830-0447
ext. 3833 for more information about Daffodil Month, daffodil sales
locations, where to get your daffodil pin or to volunteer.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL18
Bob McRoberts will lead a heritage discussion entitled "Postcards

of Old Aurora: The McRoberts Collection" at the Aurora Cultural
Centre at 7 p.m. A digital unveiling of his vast and unique collection of

local postcards, alongside current photos. Admission by donation is
gratefully received. Light refreshments are provided.

FRIDAY, APRIL 20
The Aurora United Church will hold its Spring Rummage sale

today from 1- 8 p.m. with today being the individual sale. Items include
clothing, linen, books, toys, and garage sale items. All proceeds fund
local charities and some charities received leftover clothes filling their
wish lists for their clients free of charge. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 21
The Aurora United Church continues its Spring Rummage sale -

this time its bag sale - today from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Items include
clothing, linen, books, toys, and garage sale items. All proceeds fund
local charities and some charities received leftover clothes filling their
wish lists for their clients free of charge.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
2nd annual "I Love Rock 'n' Roll" dinner dance will be held at the

Mansion (formerly Dinardo's) tonight. A website
www.iloverockandroll.ca is also up and running for further information.
Tickets are available now by calling 905-727-8600 and expected to
sell out fast so if you are planning to attend and don't want to be dis-
appointed, get your tickets soon.

* * * * 
The Aurora Seniors' Centre will hold its annual spring sale, includ-

ing a white elephant sale, a book area, and amazing home baking.

Members of the ASA's sewing, wood shop and knitting groups will
also have their treasures for sale, along with members of the Aurora
Farmers' Market. There is something special for everyone.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 16
Ron Wallace will lead a heritage discussion entitled "How the Word

Got Around: A Historical Look at Local Newspapers" at the Aurora
Cultural Centre at 7 p.m. A glimpse into past days of news media in
Aurora - from an expert in the field. Admission by donation is grateful-
ly received. Light refreshments are provided.

SUNDAY, MAY 27
The 2012 Upper Canada Mall Easter Seals 10k Run and 5k Run

& Walk will take place today in a new location - the Newmarket
Riverwalk Commons in Downtown Newmarket and is expected to
draw nearly 1,000 participants. The new venue located on Doug
Duncan Drive offers a beautiful, flat and scenic run course through
Fairy Lake Park 
and the Tom Taylor Trail System. For more information visit
www.eastersealsrun.com.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
The Doane House Hospice will hold its third annual Unique Craft

and Gift Show today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Newmarket
Community Centre (200 Doug Duncan Drive, Newmarket). For more
information, call 905-967-0259.

905-841-9318 or Joan at 905-727-5586.

COMING EVENTS
From page 2

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 12 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

Come and fall in love with a painting

 

oldgrouch@rogers.com   •  905 727 6021

John Lloyd

Whildwood Studio & Gallery

ONLY       
Call for a 14 point inspection
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For more information call: 
905-713-6326 FR
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Water Treatment your whole family 
will benefit from!

39$ 95

For a Limited Time 

LUESBY’S MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

Beautiful and Meaningful

905.895.4931 Bus. 

1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

HOME RENO PLUS

1 call. 
We do it all!

Basements ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens

Your project is more 
affordable than you thought

905.235.7357



Taylor, Paul Gordon
(Devoted employee of the Town of Aurora)

Suddenly, as the result of an accident on February 10,

2012 at the age of 38.  Beloved son of Barb and Dave.  Dear

brother of Sharon Ash (Rick), Glenda Royall (Mark), and

Valerie.  Sadly missed by his love Mary Roffey and her son

Nolan.  Dear grandson of Stanley Rist.  Paul will be loving-

ly remembered by his nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles,

friends, and colleagues, and by the Roffey family.  Visitation

will be held at the Thompson Funeral Home, 530 Industrial

Parkway South, (north east corner of Yonge St. & Industrial

Pkwy. S.), Aurora, on Wednesday, February 15 from 2-4 and

6-8pm.  Funeral Service at The Campus Church, 14430

Bathurst St. (north of Bloomington Rd), Aurora, on

Thursday, February 16 at 11am.  Interment Aurora

Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers donations to the Sunnybrook

Foundation would be appreciated. Online condolences at

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com.
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VideosVideos

Our        Town

Our        Town

Thank you to our videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Watch community just posted

Watch for new community videos each week. If you have an upcoming event and would 
like it covered by theauroran.com please have your event co-ordinator email cynthia@auroran.com

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with Alison
Collins-Mrakas

Go to the site using your smartphone. Here’s how:
1. On your  ‘Smart Phone’  browser go to getscanlife.com and download the free application
Scanlife.com reader (or any app you prefer) onto your phone.
2. Press the download button when the site auto-detects your device. 
3. The app will be downloaded to your phone.
Click on the ScanLife icon to scan QR codes or barcodes.

“Our Town”
with 

 

Shows from the Market 

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to 

If you don’t have a smart phone, go to 
www.theauroran.com –click on the video –to go to TVA

Alison 

• Ugly Christmas Sweaters for Sick Kids
• St. Joseph’s Catholic School 50th Anniversary
• Artists in the Valley
• Central York Fire Services Open House 
• Sport Aurora Awards 

Collins-Mrakas

www.aurorafarmersmarket.tv

& much more... go to www.theauroran.com

K.O. Creations 

Cocoa Cannelle 

Chef: Mr. Spinners 

Chef: Pascal

Jan’s Country Pantry

FERRET GIRL -Colin Haskin

Nov 26 Indoor Farmers 

Market - Cultural Centre

www.theauroran.com

Watch Thurs. 
7 p.m.

NEW  VIDEO
The Tour of the January 
Market and Art Show. 

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 1,000,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each year!

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

The Town of Aurora passed a Council resolution last year that would have allowed
them to seek to recover the $55,000+ of public money spent in former mayor Phyllis
Morris' defamation suit against three local bloggers, among others, if she had been
successful. 

Now that Ms. Morris has dropped the suit, 
should the Town still seek to recover the money? 

AURORAN  POLL
VOTEPlease participate in our POLL 

go to www.theauroran.com - scroll to the 
bottom right side of the home page to... 
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

PET SHARE

Are you a multi- tasker? Creative thinker? Pass ionate
about sales? This might be just the opportunity you’ve
been looking for.

Responsibilities include:
• Service and expand existing accounts through 

maintaining good customer relations and developing 
sales programs that meet advertisers’ business needs.

• Prospect for new accounts including researching 
advertisers in competing publications and reviewing 
new businesses in the area.

• Establish and renew advertising contracts.
• Collect, process, and proof Clients’ ads for 

completeness and accuracy.
• Provide Composing with clear and organized 

instructions / designs for ads.
• Negotiate rates with Clients, subject to Department 

restrictions, and to assist Accounting with the 
collection of accounts.

• Accurately complete run sheets to ensure accounting 
maintains current files on all Clients.

• Respond to incoming telephone inquiries concerning 
advertising services.

• Address customer concerns in a timely and 
appropriate manner.

• Attain and/or surpass sales targets.

The successful candidate will:
• be action-oriented, creative, customer focused, result

driven and have the ability to maintain composure at
all times 

• have sound knowledge of sales and marketing
practices

• have excellent communication skills, verbal and written
• have the ability to work indiviually and as a team with 

minimum supervision
• have strong computer knowledge in Microsoft Office; 

experience with design applications an asset
• have the ability to meet deadlines and work under

pressure
• be extremely organized and detail oriented
• have strong time management skills
• have strong presentation skills

Qualifications:
• College Diploma in business, marketing 

or related field preferred 
or 3 years sales experience.

• Valid driver’s license and 
good driving record

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates 
should forward 

their resume and cover letter to  
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

Full Time Advertising 
Sales Representative

CAREER

FOR SALE

DEATH NOTICE

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest financial
services companies is rapid-
ly expanding in this area. If
you desire a dynamic career
with excellent income poten-
tial, call Ruth Greaves at 1-
888-240-4767.

PRINCESS ABIGAIL is
looking for another King
Charles to spend time with
a few hours a week. Please
call 905-751-6013. 

NORDHEIMER UPRIGHT
cabinet grand piano,  with origi-
nal stool. $580. Please email
bob@auroran.com. 

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD
Maple Queen Anne style
Buffet, great condition.
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for sale as
well. Call 905-727-6497. 

VINTAGE FURNISHINGS for sale. Couches, love seats, chairs
from the 1950s and 60s. Good condition. Prices on enquiry. Call
905-727-6497.

TAX PREPARATION
Personal & Small Business.
Local Pick U p  &  D e l i v e r y  
647-808-3331

Simcoe-York Group of Newspapers, an established 
and fast-paced publisher of local newspapers, invites
applications for the above position at our Beeton office.

The purpose of this full time position is to develop the
business by selling advertising and concepts to both 
new and existing clients.

To be considered for this role, you must have cold 
calling experience. You will possess a pleasant 
phone manner and excellent communication skills,
initiative, self-motivaion and a strong commitment
to customer service. You need to have a 
consultative approach as the role is 
challenging and engaging. You will be
able to pursue opportunities to reach 
set targets and goals. 

Experience in publishing
is advantageous, 
but not essential.

Interested 
applicants 

are invited to 
forward a letter 

of application 
accompanied by resume to 

rdrillen@mac.com

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

TELEMARKETER

Simcoe-York Group of Newspapers is currently hiring for
the position of Editor at one of our local newspapers. 

The editor will be expected to:
• Produce several bylined new and feature stories each 

week
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted 

for publication
• Take photographs
• Show proficiency at using social media, Mac 

computers, and QuarkXPress, InDesign, Photoshop and 
other programs necessary for the publication of a 
weekly newspaper

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

Qualifications:
• Diploma in journalism preferred
• Candidates should have experience working on 

the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

The ideal candidate will have a distinct 
willingness to cover both community 
events, local politics, and be able 
to work in a team-oriented
yet self-motivated 
environment. 

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates should 
forward their cover 

letter and resume to
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com 

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

EDITOR

SUSHI KUI
Japanese restaurant

SERVER
& Waitress Manager

Contact Bonnie 
905-727-8822 

resumé and references.

tkwok@trebent.com

THOMAS KWOK
Broker

905-889-2200
Dir: 416-399-2128

Bayview Realty Inc., Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated

291 RIVER RIDGE BLVD
Bayview/Wellington

$739,900
Asking 

SOLD
SOLD

Prestigious Bayview Meadows. 
Approx. 3400 sq. ft. 3 years new. 
3 car tandem garage in a quiet 
upscale neighbourhood. Exclusive listing. 
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COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider
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Parents call for traffic safety for Devins Drive students
By Brock Weir

Parents at Devins Drive
public school are looking at
ways to decrease traffic con-
gestion, increase student
safety and get more kids
walking to school, after their
request for a three way stop
and crossing guard was
rejected by Council.

Up for consideration was
the installation of an all-way
traffic stop at the intersection
of Banff Drive and Kemanno,
and that school crossing
guards be provided during
peak periods along Devins
Drive and Banff. Staff recom-
mended, however, that
Council reject both proposals
as criteria for both were not
met in traffic studies. 

The case in favour, howev-
er, was made by two Devins
parents, Kendra Purdon and
Roger Clowater, at last
Tuesday's General
Committee meeting. They

said they are trying to develop
a walking to school program
for their kids - including what
they described as a "walking
school bus" - and said a
three-way traffic stop and a
crossing guard were key in
not only making these plans a
reality but also in keeping stu-
dents safe. 

"Kids are darting across
the road playing chicken with
the cars," said Mr. Clowater,
asking for a three way stop at
Banff and Kemano.

Mr. Clowater said that of
the 478 families that have stu-
dents at the school, 116 fam-
ilies so far have supported the
three-way stop and has also
had a positive response from
door-to-door petitions. 

"This is not the first time
that this issue has been
brought [to] Council," he said.
"It's the third time, and it is not
a perception that there is a
problem there. It is a reality.
I'm pleading with you."

In discussions among
Councillors, it was clear that
although they share concern
for the safety of the area stu-
dents, the warrants that
would call for a three way
stop simply were not met. 

"Unfortunately we have
certain criteria and guidelines
that staff is obviously follow-
ing and based on the infor-
mation that they have it does
not meet the requirements,"
said Councillor John Gallo. "It
does look like the school is
doing a lot of work towards
having the kids walk to
school, and I am part of a par-
ent Council and we're trying
to do that. I think once they
have done their work perhaps
it will merit taking a second
look at this."

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
agreed, but said a temporary
crossing guard was worth
investigating. He added, how-
ever, that with the addition of
French immersion classes at

Devins to handle the overflow
from Lester B. Pearson Public
School, traffic in the area has
gone up. It is incumbent on
the school boards to notify
the Town on any changes
such as that so things can be
properly planned from the
municipal standpoint, he said.

For some Councillors,
however, it was a matter of
addressing the number of
parents who drive their chil-
dren to school when they are
well within walking distance.

"The cars between 8 and
9 a.m., which is when the kids
go to school, practically dou-
bles," said Councillor Evelyn
Buck. "There's 90 cars going
in one direction at this time.
Over the years I have talked
to numbers of principals,
teachers, and parents about
the problems and the prob-
lem grows with the number of
parents that drive their kids to
school.

"Parents are the biggest

problem [and] they're more of
a hazard than anything. I'm
not sure that any of the solu-
tions you're proposing would
take care of the problem."

At the end of the day,
Councillor Chris Ballard 
suggested that the recom-
mendation to outright reject
the three way traffic stop and
crossing guard be deferred
until October to allow schools
to look at other initiatives to
get students to walk and then
conduct a further review of
the situation in the fall. That

idea fell flat as other
Councillors argued that a
decision needed to be made
that night and could be up for
review in six months' time.

If the recommendations
are given final approval at
Council this week, municipal
staff will be directed to work
with the school's traffic com-
mittee to explore "alternative
measures to help rectify the
problem" and report back to
the committee with recom-
mendations and possible
solutions by April.

Cultural board willing to work with Town
"He explained what his con-

cerns were and so we respond-
ed that day with a letter to the
Town Clerk and the CAO and
the Mayor and the Director of
Leisure Services," said Mr.
Smith. "We indicated in the letter
that if they simply want to move
the discussions up we're more
than willing to do so."

At the same time, however,
they said they believed - and
they told Councillor Pirri - that
the motion, if passed by Council,
will "significantly damage" the
Centre, "the reputation of the
board, and certainly it reflects
poorly on our staff."

"We have been saying there
is no need to cancel the current
agreement if your motivation is
to move the discussions up,"
said Mr. Smith. "We also think
that by cancelling the agreement
it sends a message to the com-
munity [that will damage] our
ability to operate the Centre to
attract high quality artists, musi-
cians, and lecturers. We are very
concerned about that."

The board does not want to
have an "adversarial relation-
ship" with Council, he added. He
said the Board has reacted in a
cooperative way to the concerns
that have been expressed by
Council over the last few
months. On the day they found
out about the motion in question
they had a meeting arranged
with key Town officials to discuss
possible changes "we thought
would be helpful." 

In that time, some
Councillors and some members
of the public have called for a
permanent museum - or at the
very least increased heritage

programming - to be implement-
ed at the Aurora Cultural Centre
and this is an issue Mr. Layton
said he believes can be
addressed. 

"Our view of the facilities may
be a little different than others
who would like a permanent
museum, but we think we can
effectively provide heritage and
relevant historical programming
and work with our partners," he
said. "I think we can, and have,
put together historical and her-
itage programs within the centre
that would give the same or sim-
ilar benefit to the community that
would celebrate the history and
heritage of Aurora and the sur-
rounding area in a way that is
very engaging to the communi-
ty."

As for the criticism from
Councillor Pirri about not being
able to tell residents where the
Town's funding from the Cultural
Centre is going, Mr. Smith reject-
ed that claim, noting the Board
reports quarterly.

"They know where every
dime is spent in this building,"
said Mr. Smith. "We're just com-
pletely mystified why a councillor
or any councillor would say they
don't know where the money is
being spent. It is part of our
agreement that we are to report
on that and we do."

At the end of the day, Mr.
Layton said he believes the
Cultural Centre has demonstrat-
ed "remarkably quickly" how
cost effective it has been at
delivering the services it has
been contracted to provide. 

The Cultural Centre Board
promises to have a presence to
demonstrate community sup-
port for the Centre  in the

From page 3

By Brock Weir

Last summer Aurora's his-
toric Hillary House stepped in
to take the place of a dilapidat-
ed inn for the indie movie
Moon Point. 

After playing to rave
reviews in Toronto, this picture,
which is touring the country in
road show attractions, may be
brought to Aurora at a screen-
ing to celebrate one of the
film's more venerable stars. 

Director Sean Cisterna
said audiences are really lov-
ing the film which follows a
slapdash group of travellers on
a good ole' Canadian road trip.

"Audiences love the fact
that we come out and interact
with them and do Q&A ses-
sions," he told The Auroran on
Thursday. "We're getting a lot
of positive reviews from the
online bloggers and whatnot,
and that is definitely the crowd
we're going for. "It was accept-
ed into a number of film festi-
vals across the country and
we just got back from

Anchorage, Alaska for the
Alaska Film Festival. 

"It has been a really wild
ride for a small movie shot in
York Region!"

The film is currently screen-
ing at Toronto's AMC Theatre
near Yonge-Dundas Square
and said word has been so
positive the road show was
held over an extra week. He
added that he hoped Aurora
would have its own screening
this spring as part of Hillary
House's 150th anniversary
celebrations.

"[After Toronto] we're going
to start moving into smaller
pockets across Ontario," we're
a road trip film so we're travel-
ling with our actors and can't
screen in too many places at
once because we like to do the
live event sort of thing.

"There are plans to come
to Aurora in conjunction with
the Hillary House 150th
anniversary and we're going to
try and work in a screening
with the Aurora Historical
Society."

Screening could be part of
Hillary House celebrations

Council chamber this Tuesday
when the motion is first on the
table, and delegate when it
comes up for discussion later
this month . As for whether the
motion will fly at Council, Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe said he is still
"somewhat ambivalent" about it. 

"Council has expressed their
concern with the contract and at
the same time we have
expressed that we're very sup-
portive of what the Centre is

doing and how it is being run,"
said Mayor Dawe. "They are fab-
ulously successful and I think
that is just terrific.

"Obviously the word is get-
ting out that this is a great place
to do things and I think we need
to be doing what we can to sup-
port that. The key is to separate
those two issues - the day to day
operation and what's sitting in
the background  in terms of cre-
ating the criteria it is run by."
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Don’t miss your chance to buy at Special Grand Opening Pricing & Incentives

 from
$279,990

Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.

Come and view our model suite
designed by Bryon Patton 
and Associates

Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. 

kaitlingroup.com
For more information visit our website at

call 905-503-2063

All suites include expansive Balconies or Terraces

Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Bryon Patton
Hours:

Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm
Friday by appointment

Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm

DOWNTOWN AURORA
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All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Free 
Wings*

*Free Wings if the Leafs WIN!

Join us for the game
and 1/2 price wings...

12998 Keele Street at King Road, King City, Ontario

The Hunt Pub

Entertainment this Week
Thursday @ 9pm - Gabe Salem
Friday @ 9:30pm - Press Play

Saturday @ 9:30pm - Pop Cherry

(Tuesday thru Thursday only, one free order per customer)
See the Hunt Pub on facebook. Certain conditions apply.

The Huunt Pub
has been a push from the
ministry side, said Ms.
Fantin Gallo, to implement
"inquiry based" teaching
methods rather than simply
putting all the information in
front of students, to develop
their skills to get the informa-
tion.

"[The ministry] has been
happy with it," she said.
"They have been really big
with using the people in your
community, so you don't talk
about a curator - you go and
speak to a curator. You don't
talk about representing your
story through art - you bring
in an artist. You bring in the
expert and sometimes local
experts will volunteer their
time."

The class has also bene-
fited from some of the
resources Aurora has to
offer including the Aurora
Public Library, the Aurora
Cultural Centre, Town Hall,
and the unique experience
of the Aurora Cemetery, to
get in touch with Aurora's
past and look to its future. 

"We decided to have a
jump on, jump off bus and
we first went to Town Hall,"
said Ms Fantin Gallo.
"Students really had no con-
cept of who was at Town Hall
but the Mayor. They didn't
realise there was a planning

department and protocol to
doing things and looking at
maps to see what is happen-
ing. We did the Cultural
Centre, we did the cenotaph,
went to the Library and did a
walking tour of historic
Aurora. 

"They thought these
homes were replicas and
they couldn't believe it. They
saw them in history books,
and then we showed them it
was part of the historical
tour and it just came alive for
them when they got out
there and they got to see for
themselves. It is a huge
trickle-down effect because
now they're going home and
telling their parents, 'You
know that building? We went
there!'"

Parents have been par-
ticularly receptive to
Hartman's program, she
added, noting it has facilitat-
ed three-way conversation
on what it means to be
Canadian. Students are
asked to also get information
from home to get a better
sense of their own Canadian
journey, whether their fami-
lies had moved to Aurora
from other parts of Canada,
or from other parts of the
world, perhaps even escap-
ing from some hardships in
their country of origin, and
finding out what were

Aurora's main attractions for
them.

"The parents have been
thrilled about that, and it has
also been affecting another
generation - they have to go
back sometimes with their
grandparents because
sometimes the story didn't
start exactly with their par-
ents. Maybe it was an immi-
gration issue that brought
them to Canada," said Ms.
Fantin Gallo. "It has forced
them to start having conver-
sations and some of the stuff
they found out was difficult
too, that sometimes they
had to come here for very
difficult reasons back home. 

"They have had to deal
with those issues on the
emotional level, so some of
them are going to start shar-
ing their stories. What we're
hoping to do is once this is
all done is find a way for
them to put all their stories
together and present it to
Council and say, 'This is
what we found in historical
Aurora, this is what we
learned, this is who we are,
and this is how we think we
should be included in the
community.'

"It's a journey to get
there."

As for the students, they
have come away with a
greater sense of their sur-

roundings.
"I never knew the Aurora

rep hockey team used to be
the Aurora Lions, and now
they're the Tigers," said Ben. 

"Something that sur-
prised me was we had so
many old houses on
Wellington," added Derek. 

The trip to Aurora
Cemetery also left a lasting
impression on students,
whether it was surprise
learning from the graves that
Italian immigrants had a
longer-than-expected histo-
ry in Aurora, that there were
so many local members of
the Hartman Family, and the
fact that so many children
are buried in the grounds. 

"That was a big shock,"
said Ms. Fantin Gallo.

As much as they have
learned about Aurora, stu-
dents still have many burn-
ing questions they hope to
have answered as the
school year goes on.
Makayla wants to know who
discovered Aurora, while
Brandon wants to know how
Yonge Street was made.
Others want to know more
about Aurora landmarks like
schools and churches, while
some want to peel back the
layers and find out what
stood on certain sites before
they were built up with
plazas and strip malls. 

From page 3

Local students tackle tough
issues and tough questions

to Canada. She came
from China and she
wanted to take high
school again over here
and learn English.”

5. Jaden Wong – “The
reason why I chose
these is because my
mom came from France
and my dad came from
China. My dad came on
a plane and my mom
came on a boat. I’m
showing how they got to
Canada.”

6. Brandon Nicholson –
“My grandma came from
Germany to Canada by
ship in January 1956. I
chose this because it
connects to my story. If
my grandma never came
to Canada, she would
still be in Germany and I
wouldn’t be in Canada.
She said [Germany in
the Second World War]
was pretty scary.”

Auroran photos 
by Brock Weir

As part of Hartman
Public School’s her-
itage and social stud-
ies program, students
have been asked to
select one artefact
that represents them,
their journey, and
their own special
place in society.
Here’s what some of
the students brought
in:

1. Ronnie Charles –
“My mom was originally
from Hong Kong, but
after high school, she
decided to move to
Canada for a better
future. This is her immi-
gration form for depar-
ture so she could
become Canadian.”

2. Mathew Holden – “I
chose this because this
is one of my dad’s first
cameras. My mom is
from Colombia and he
brought this camera to
Colombia and he took
some of the first pictures
of my mom with it.”

3. Ethan Kellman – “My
mom bought this tele-
phone for my great
grandma and she just
passed away. She used
to live in Newmarket but
decided to move to
Aurora. My great-grand-
mother’s house is right
near the town boarder.”

4. Janis Lam – “This is
my mom’s old passport. I
chose it because it is the
date where she moved

11 22 33 44 55
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