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Aurora High School student Vanessa McCulloch poses with a giraffe, sculpted by Veronica
Hannen, at the Aurora Cultural Centre on Wednesday. Veronica was one of many Grade 12 stu-
dents who filled the halls with their colourful and interactive art in an exhibition which runs
through Thursday. Please see pages 21 and 22.                          Auroran photo by David Falconer

Sport Aurora
receives record grant

By Brock Weir

Sports programs for women and
children received a shot in the arm
last week with a record grant to Sport
Aurora from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation.

Sport Aurora was on the receiving
end of a $204,000 grant from the
Foundation, which will be spread
over four years, on Wednesday at a
formal presentation at Aurora Town
Hall, news which was heralded by
sports enthusiasts and dignitaries
alike.

For the group, the Trillium Grant -
the largest ever granted for a first time
applicant - was the result of lengthy
planning and development.

"We identified what was in our
strategic plan and since that strategic
plan was well-developed and we had
a lot of support from the Town and the
many volunteers and organizations,
they thought the request we made
was reasonable and thought that we
could carry it out," Ron Weese of

Sport Aurora told The Auroran follow-
ing Wednesday's presentation.

Components of the strategic plan
include contributions to assist Sport
Aurora's All Kids Can Play in Aurora
Program and the Canadian Tire
Jumpstart Program, initiatives to help
kids from lower income families
access all the sporting opportunities
offered to them without having to
worry about registration fees and
equipment costs. 

"We view that every child should
have an opportunity to play," said
Carol Walthers, of Sport Aurora's All
Kids Can Play in Aurora program.
"Through the efforts and generosity
of many people we hope to make it
possible for all children who want to
engage in healthy physical activity in
Aurora to get into the pool and onto
the fields and rinks.

"We live in an affluent area.
Having been involved in various
sporting communities, I often hear, 'If
they live in Aurora they must be able

Please see page 16

Coyotes on the prowl in
Aurora neighbourhoods

By Brock Weir

Residents in the Murray Drive
neighbourhood are warning their
neighbours to be vigilant of coyotes
after a number of incidents with the
"aggressive" animals over the past
week.

Chris Serrie and his wife were walk-
ing their dog near Aurora High School
on Sunday morning when they spotted
a woman scooping up her own dog
before she ran towards them "scream-
ing."

"The coyote was in pursuit of the
lady and she was crying and running
northbound along Murray Drive," said
Mr. Serrie. "We scooped up our dog
and went to get her and we ran
towards the townhouses to seek
refuge with the people in there.
[Residents] allowed them to go in while

I went to get the car to collect them and
they advised us their property manag-
er was aware of the coyote issue and
sent a letter to everyone as they back
onto the ravine."

This was the second incident in a
week where Mr. and Mrs. Serrie
encountered coyotes in Aurora, he
said. Earlier they had been walking
their dog around Highland Gate Golf
Club where they crossed paths with the
animals.

"People have told us that there are
five of them that they have seen at
once," said Mr. Serrie, of neighbours.
"We found from talking to a neighbour
on Golf Links two pets were snatched
right out of their back yard and killed.
They heard screams and cries from the
animals as they were taken away."

According to Mr. Serrie, his wife
Please see page 3
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COMING EVENTS
TUESDAY, JANUARY 17

Join locals for an evening of poetry at "We Are
Friends" hosted by Bonsai Hill tonight at 7 p.m. The
event features stories, poems and songs from Aaron
Morris of The Manatee Band, Me & The Infinite Lovely,
Mark Manner, Justin Tamane, Royal Webb, Deborah
L.V. Campo, Luleta Brown, Stephanie Davidson,
Sterling Dillinger, Billy Ferguson, Susana Lucia, Sabine
Mayuer, Elaine Mulhern, Engo Scott, Linda Squires,
Dierdre Tomlinson, and Malcolm Watts. There will be 
an open mic for guest poets. Performance starts at 
7.15 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, pres-

ents local historian Jacqueline Stuart with the illustrated
heritage lecture “Little Jerusalem”;  7 pm start.
Admission by donation gratefully received; complimen-
tary light refreshments provided. Wheelchair accessible
at north entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818, 
or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19
The Oak Ridges Trail Association welcomes visitors

to its 2012 Discovery Night to hear a talk and presenta-
tion from association member Diane Charlton on her
travels in the Canadian arctic. The event will be held at
the Ballantrae Community Centre at 5592 Aurora Road
in Stouffville. Admission is a $5 donation. Refreshments
and door prizes will be available. For more information,
contact Diana Smyth at kikingdi@sympatico.ca, or
Garry Niece at gniece@yahoo.ca or at 905-655-8040. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20
An open house in honour of Ron Wallace’s 

retirement will be held this afternoon at the Royal
Canadian Legion on Industrial Parkway North. The
event runs from 3 to 6 p.m. All are welcome.

*****
Get out your beads and bling and join CHATS -

Community & Home Assistance to Seniors at our Mardi
Gras-themed silent auction fundraiser, Fri. Jan. 20 at the
Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, Aurora. Doors
open at 5 p.m., with the silent auction taking place 6.00
to 7.30 p.m. Auction items include golf packages, gift
baskets, lawn care packages and much more. Light
refreshments will be served. This is a free event, open
to the public. 

The event marks the wrap-up of CHATS' annual
Virtual Walk for Wellness fundraiser, whereby partici-
pants walk a total of 4,000 km, "virtually" arriving in New
Orleans in time for the launch of Mardi Gras! The
fundraising target for the walk is to raise $25,000 in
pledges, to support CHATS' services for seniors. The
event will also include a draw to win tickets to the Mardi
Gras for Southlake Gala Fundraiser, which takes place
Feb. 18 at DiNardo's Mansion in Aurora. For more infor-
mation about the CHATS event, e-mail
walk@chats.on.ca, or call 905-713-3373, ext. 6014.

*****
Enjoy the music of Gordon Lightfoot as performed

by The Lightfoot Tribute Band at the Aurora Legion on
Industrial Parkway from 8 p.m. to midnight. They will be
performing some of your favourite sing-a-long folk
tunes. Proceeds to the Legion.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21
The White Heather Pipes and Drums presents their

annual Robbie Burns Night this evening at the Royal
Canadian Legion Branch 385, 105 Industrial Parkway
N., Aurora. Enjoy a wonderful evening of music and
dance along with a dinner of roast beef, Yorkshire pud-
ding, tatties and neeps, and, of course, haggis.
Entertainment by the White Heather Pipes and Drums,
and Celtic Rock group Hadrian's Wall.  Cocktails at
6.00, dinner at 7 p.m.  Tickets are $40 per person and
are available from band members or at the Legion.

* * * * 
Sacred Heart High School Grade 12 Grads Show

opens today in the Aurora Room Gallery and continues
through until February 4. Gallery hours Tuesday –
Saturday, 1 – 4 p.m., and during special events; free
admission. Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street; wheel-
chair accessible at north entrance. For info please call
905-713-1818, or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

* * * * 
“Celebration of Art 25th Anniversary SOYRA Show

& Sale.” Opening Reception today 1 – 4 p.m.; all wel-
come. Continues through until February 5; Gallery
Hours Tuesday – Saturday, 1 – 4 p.m., and during spe-
cial events. Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street;
wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For info please
call 905-713-1818, or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

* * * *

The Springdale Christian Reformed Church is hold-
ing its fourth annual pancake breakfast and everyone is
invited. Are you feeling the winter blues?  Need a good
breakfast boost? Do we have a great breakfast made
just for you! Springdale GEMS girls club invites every-
one to come out and enjoy good coffee, tea and juice,
pancakes, sausages and bacon. Donations accepted
for our girls club. 

Come one, come all! Springdale Christian
Reformed Church, 1466 Side Road 5 (Rupke Rd). 

Directions: Hwy 9 1 km west of Hwy 400, right on
Rupke Rd, Springdale CRC is at the first stop sign. Any
questions call Kim @ 905-775-1015 or Sue @ 905-727-
0023.  See you there!

JANUARY 27 - FEBRUARY 11
Theatre Aurora presents The Laramie Project writ-

ten my Moises Kaufman and directed by Sergio
Calderon. The show runs January 27, 28, February 2 to
February 5, and Februrary 8 through February 11.
Tickets are available now from the Theatre Aurora web-
site at www.theatreaurora.com, by phone at 905-727-
3669 or by email taboxoffice@bellnet.ca. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
SchoolHOUSE Concert at the Aurora Cultural

Centre, featuring vocalist Judy Marshak, whose CD A
Matter of Time was chosen by JAZZ FM91 as one of
their “Favourite Releases of 2009.” With a charming
combination of jazz standards and classic pop (from Bill
Withers to Henry Mancini), and a voice compared to
Norah Jones, Marshak and her popular ukulele accom-
paniment promise a relaxing evening of music in the
heart of Aurora. Tickets, $15 plus HST – light refresh-
ments included; available in advance or at the door. 
22 Church Street; wheelchair accessible at 
north entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818, or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Story Quilts:

The Threads That Bind Us. A 40 Year Retrospective of
Angela Krotowski in the Blue & Red Galleries. From tra-
ditional heritage-inspired designs, to contemporary
commentaries, this collection of over 40 quilts gives
voice to one woman’s connection to the stories of her
Canadian home. Artist Reception March 10, 1 –  4 p.m.;
all welcome. Continues through until March 31; Gallery
Hours Tuesday – Saturday, 1 – 4 p.m. and during spe-
cial events. 22 Church Street; wheelchair accessible at
north entrance. For info please call 905-713-1818, or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Under Sacred

Skies; panoramic oil paintings by Michael Fromowitz in
the Great Hall Gallery. Artist Reception February 18, 1
– 4 p.m.; all welcome. Continues through until May 5;
Gallery Hours Tuesday – Saturday, 1 – 4 p.m. and dur-
ing special events; free admission. 22 Church Street;
wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For info please
call 905-713-1818, or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
The Aurora Seniors’ Association is in the planning

stages of Men Can Cook which has been set for this
evening. Further details will follow.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, pres-

ents local historian John McIntyre with the illustrated
heritage lecture “Antique Furniture From 19th-century
Ontario.”  7 p.m. start. Admission by donation gratefully
received; complimentary light refreshments 
provided. Wheelchair accessible at north entrance. 
For info please call 905-713-1818, or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Family day at the Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum.

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Drop by and create some fun her-
itage crafts, tour the historical buildings and visit the gift
shop.  A great experience for the whole family!
Admission: $2 per youth. 14732 Woodbine Avenue,
Gormley.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
Bowl for Kids Sake 2012 will take place today at the

Gateway Café and Lanes at 1 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. Five
and 10 Pin lanes are available, Call 905-716-2149 for
more information. Pledge forms, location maps,
fundraising tips and event updates can be found online
at www.bbbsy.ca.

* * * *
Aurora Farmer’s Market at the Aurora Cultural

Centre, 22 Church Street; 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Favourite
market vendors with a wide selection of produce, bak-
ery fare, jams & jellies, artisan goods – and more! Free

admission. 22 Church Street; wheelchair accessible at
north entrance.

* * * *
History Hands-On (H2O) in Winter at the

Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum. 12.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Visit the Log Cabin and try your hand at some Pioneer
chores.  Help prepare treats in the Farmhouse kitchen
and complete your lessons on a slate in the 19th centu-
ry classroom.  Admission is free, donations gratefully
accepted. 14732 Woodbine Avenue, Gormley.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
2nd annual "I Love Rock 'n' Roll" dinner dance will

be held at the Mansion (formerly Dinardo's) tonight. A
website www.iloverockandroll.ca is also up and running
for further information. Tickets are available now by call-
ing 905-727-8600 and expected to sell out fast so if you
are planning to attend and don't want to be disappoint-
ed, get your tickets soon.

CONTINUING
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society is

always looking for new members of all ages. Monthly
meetings with guest speakers are held on the fourth

Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. (youth meet at 6
p.m.) at the Royal Canadian legion in Aurora. For more
Information call Cindy at 905-713-6660.

* * * * 
York Regional Police Venturers have openings for

boys and girls aged 14 to 17. Police Venturers meet
every Wednesday night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 240
Prospect Street, 1 District police station community
room. This is a joint program between York Regional
Police and Scouts Canada. There is a Scouts Canada
membership fee. Service uniforms are provided. High
school students can earn community service hours
through the program. If interested visit a meeting. For
further information visit York Regional Police volunteer
website or contact volunteers@yrp.ca.

* * * *
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located at

44 Metcalfe Streeet, Aurora, is the local source for gen-
tly used women's, children's and men's clothing. All
monies raised are used to support the needy of Aurora,

Please see page 19
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ICE SAFETY

Aurorans are "strongly recommended" to refrain

from using natural and storm water management ponds

for recreation, including the McKenzie Marsh,

Salamander Pond and Willow Farm Pond. "The Town of

Aurora strongly recommends that these bodies of water

not be used for recreational purposes of any kind,

including winter skating, as ice conditions on these

ponds are extremely unpredictable and potentially 

hazardous."

ART AT THE MANOR

The Aurora Historical Society is currently accepting

applications for their Art at the Manor exhibition. Art at

the Manor, part of the AHS' 150th anniversary celebra-

tion of Hillary House, will enable artists to use the AHS'

artefacts and archives to inspire their work. "Artists are

encouraged to challenge the site by creating works that

represent emotion, historical fact/fiction or realistic 

representation," according to the AHS. The deadline for

submissions is February 6. For more information on

how to apply, contact the AHS at 905-727-8991.

Briefly
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By Brock Weir

As local environmentalist
David Tomlinson prepared his
presentation on the proposed
Aurora Wildlife Park last week,
he viewed it as an "all or nothing"
project.

Mr. Tomlinson has fostered
the development of the Aurora
Wildlife Park in east Aurora for
nearly 15 years and was slated
to appear before Council this
Tuesday to present the history of
the park before Councillors
voted to authorise going forward
with drafting a master plan which
would make it a reality.

"I think it is a case of all or
nothing," said Mr. Tomlinson
when asked of the possibility of
any features or aspects of the
park being modified before
going forward. "It is not some-
thing that you can compromise
too much on. It's a case that
either you go the route of the
wildlife park or it just becomes
another park. It's as simple as
that, really. 

"If they say, 'Okay, we'll have
the park but we'll put part of the
area as playing fields or we'll
have fishing in it,' it is a case of

you have it as a nature reserve
or you have it as a public park."

As far as nature preserves
go, the proposed location in the
2C lands north of Wellington
Street between Bayview and
Leslie is ideal and everything,
from Mr. Tomlinson's perspec-
tive, is essentially ready to go. 

"I think it will be a very good
investment from the public's
point of view because the really
great thing about the Wildlife
Park is most of the habitat has
already been built, it exists," he
said. "It is really [a matter of]
managing existing habitat or
improving existing habitat which
is a relatively low-cost proposal.

"If you had to build it from
scratch, it would cost millions but
it is already built. The ponds are
already in, the woods are
already in, the wetlands are
already in, and now it is just a
matter of improving and manag-
ing it and that makes a big differ-
ence."

Mr. Tomlinson has been
monitoring the proposed site for
over 20 years now after a visit to
a friend's farm in what he
describes as a "very unique eco-
logical area." Since his first visit,

he has logged over 10 species
of amphibians on the lands,
approximately 20 different mam-
mal species and over 150
species of birds. 

With its unique ecology, Mr.
Tomlinson said it will be a great
value to the community, and "if
developed properly" could
become a "great tourist attrac-
tion in Aurora" as the plan for the
park stands out against some of
the other nature preserves
Canada has to offer.

"I wouldn't want it turned into
just another place where people
can walk wherever they like," he
said. "The idea I have is it will be
designed so the areas that the
birds and mammals and every-
thing else use is relatively private
and not sort of used by the pub-
lic. The public will be able to view
the wildlife from their blind so
they will see the birds but the
birds and mammals won't see
them, much in the same way as
the European nature preserves
behind it. 

"The idea behind it is that it
will be an area that is basically for
wildlife where the public will have
access, but wildlife will take
precedence."

Before the wildlife park
becomes a reality, a number of
outstanding issues need to be
addressed and it is hoped that
that will come through in the draft
master plan if going ahead with
the document is approved this
week. Some of the potential
roadblocks, according to Mr.
Tomlinson, are establishing the
eastern boundary for the park
and coming up with a plan for
water management, something
he said will be the "critical" factor.

"[We will need to be able to]
drain areas and flood areas
depending on the needs of the
wildlife," he said. "The water con-
trol is very important and that
means tying in all the develop-
ment to the east so that that
water that is being drained off
those sites doesn't bypass the
wildlife park, but is put back into it
and the water levels can be con-
trolled. 

"For establishing the bound-
aries on the east side, they are
already established on the west
side, but we haven't established it
on the east. There are also fac-
tors like trail routes and coordinat-
ing things with the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Ducks
Unlimited."

Since the idea for the wildlife
park first came into being, Mr.
Tomlinson said area developers
have been "fairly receptive" to the
idea and, from the community at
large, he hasn't "heard anyone
say it shouldn't be a wildlife park."

"I think [this Council] will do
like the last two previous Councils
and endorse the idea and we'll
start developing it," he said.  "It is
at a stage now where it has to be
developed. 

"It has now got houses down
one side and you have got to
decide the future and how it is
going to be managed, 
developed, and what the bound-
aries are going to be.

"It has reached a critical 
stage now."

Wildlife Park plan is “all or nothing”

Coyotes spotted around Murray Drive
and Golf Links areas
contacted Ontario's Ministry of
Natural Resources (MNR) and
were told that nothing could be
done and "that is what you get
for living in an area that has
large open spaces." MNR
added that there were reports
that people in the area had
been leaving food out for them. 

The Town and the Province
should do more to warn people
of the presence of coyotes in
Aurora neighbourhoods, he
said.

"We're concerned because
this is when they start having
pups, so we have to be aware
of that, and in our wonderful
Aurora trails system where all
the kids play, that's where they
hide," he said. "Coyotes clearly
aren't afraid of people and they
clearly aren't afraid of cars."

The Town of Aurora issued a
media advisory last week they
had received reports of coyotes
in the neighbourhood but by
Sunday afternoon nothing had
been posted on their website.
The Town cautioned residents
not to leave any food outside for
pets and other animals, to keep

garbage in sealed containers in
secure locations, keep pets
leashed at all times, and carry
personal alarms and flashlights
to deter coyotes.

"We were on the run today
so the flashlight isn't going to do
anything when the sun is shin-
ing," said Mr. Serrie. "In the last
week we have been carrying a
ski pole with us but you can't
keep doing that because you're
going to have to be in very close
proximity."

He said he would like to see
several measures instated to
warn residents of the dangers of
coyotes, including notices at
local stores, municipal build-
ings, and schools, as well as
announcements at area
schools to reach area students
and their parents, and sandwich
boards at intersections.

For MPP Frank Klees, the
response the couple received
from the MNR was "unaccept-
able." He told The Auroran on
Sunday afternoon he would be
taking the matter up with them
the following morning and ask
them to be more "proactive" on
the issue.

"If these animals are aggres-
sive they have a responsibility to
ensure that the public is protect-
ed," he said. "Certainly the pub-
lic has to be very conscious of
the concern but at the same
time, if these animals are going
to be aggressive, we can't sim-
ply wash our hands of it."

Mr. Serrie had previously
discussed the issue with
Councillor Paul Pirri. He told
The Auroran he was pleased,
having brought the matter to the
attention of the Town, that a
public service announcement
was issued.

“With sightings in Halton
Region and Toronto it seems to
be a bit of a problem across the
GTA,” he said. “As this matter
ultimately falls under Provincial
jurisdiction, I was happy to hear
of Frank Klees' involvement.”

After discussions with the
Ministry, Mr. Klees told The
Auroran that they will lead an
information session Thursday
evening at 7 p.m. to inform resi-
dents of the situation and pre-
cautions to take. It will be held in
the Skylight Gallery at Town
Hall. All are welcome.

From page 1

Landscape architect David Tomlinson pores over his plans for the Aurora Wildlife Park on Sunday morn-
ing in advance of his presentation to Council this week. According to him, plans for the park are now at
a “critical” stage. Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Brock’s Banter
By BROCK WEIR

Editorial
Brock Weir 

brock@auroran.com

As the frosty winter weather settles in, here’s a flashback to warmer times featuring early members of
the Aurora Lawn Bowling Club. The Bowling Club was formed at the turn-of-the-century on greens cre-
ated just east of Trinity Anglican Church in the summer of 1912. By 1913 the club was 
headed up by Dr. Hillary. The log cabin now at Sheppard’s Bush was used from the 1930s as the Lawn
Bowling Club’s clubhouse after being moved to McMahon Park from its original foundation in Pefferlaw.
In 1932, the club put up a marriage license as a prize to whichever of its two captains brought in the
larger number of new members. Who was the lucky (?) winner? Are any residents of Aurora today a
product of this license winner and his intended? If you have any information, please email 
letters@auroran.com

Last Wednesday, I had the opportunity to be a part of a
media panel on Jamie Young's "Perspectives" on RogersTV. 

After years of being the one asking the questions, it was
a nice change of pace - although a momentarily unusual
feeling - to be on the receiving end of questions, particular-
ly on live television. The conversational atmosphere of the
program, the hosts, and my fellow panellists, however, con-
spired to make an hour of interesting conversation. 

Topics covered during the program included the ongoing
York Region Transit strike, now entering lucky week 13, and
how the strike is being received by members of the commu-
nity. As the strike wears on, it is fascinating to note the evo-
lution of the debate. We're now hearing less from riders who
have been inconvenienced by the strike - although that is
undeniably a paramount concern - and more about the
process of bringing this to a resolution. Who should get
involved, and who should take action in future situations will
undoubtedly lead to many heated hours of conversation
once a resolution is finally reached between the unions and
operators.

Other topics of conversation included increased operat-
ing costs at various municipal facilities throughout York
Region, municipal bodies using their communications
departments to get the message out, municipal codes of
conduct - a topic which could have filled the entire hour - and
bureaucracy.

Speaking of the tube, if you have flicked it on recently - or
even logged into Facebook or Twitter - it will have been hard
to miss mention that today (January 17) is Betty White's 90th
birthday. In honour of the occasion, sit back while I tell you
of my one brush with this television icon.

Back in St. Olaf, err, Newmarket, when I was growing up
in the 1980s there seemed to be only two shows currently on
the air that everyone in my family would sit down and watch
together - Dallas and The Golden Girls. Dallas and The
Golden Girls may seem like an unlikely combo for standard
family fare - especially for someone like myself who had
barely graduated out of toddlerhood at the time - but I like to
think that shaped who I am today...for better or worse. 

As a result, Betty White will always have a place in my
heart. When I heard she would be one of many celebrities
manning the phones during Jon Stewart's "Night of Too
Many Stars" telethon for autism research in 2010 I figured
that was as good a chance as any to speak to her.

At around the one-hour mark, I finally plucked up my
courage, grabbed my Visa, picked up the phone, crossed my
fingers, and hoped the woman who had just recently begun
to take the world by storm again would pick up the other end. 

Phone call placed, pledge made, I was then placed in a
queue to talk to one of the celebrities. Of course, one wasn't
guaranteed to get to talk to the celebrity of their choice - one
wasn't even asked to give a preference - but getting through
callers had the chance to talk to Betty, Tom Hanks, George
Clooney, and a number of others. 

I spent the first 10 minutes of the wait on the phone think-
ing of all the clever and witty things I could say to Betty. One
could congratulate her on her recent career resurgence,
although she never really went anywhere to begin with. One
could commend her for her work for the care and protection
of animals. One could thank her for teaching people at a very
early age the joys of the double entendre which can make
kids popular with their fellow student but less so with ele-
mentary school administration. Believe me, I know.

Settling on thanking her just for providing my family with
so much laughter over the years, dread then set in. What if I
got someone else on the phone? Sure, it would be relative-
ly easy to find something valuable to say to Stewart, Hanks,
or Clooney but what can one say to someone like Captain
Chesley "Sully" Sullenberger other than, "Great job landing
that plane in the river!" or "Mind the geese,"? Actually, my
worst fear was my call getting picked up by Jonathan
Goldsmith, purported to be "the most interesting man in the
world" in the Dos Equis beer commercials.  Interesting or
not, I couldn't think of one damn thing to say to him.

As soon as dread turned into cold sweats, I heard an
unmistakable voice on the other end.

"Hello," said the voice.
My mind went blank.
What seemed like an eternity - but was probably just a

fraction of a second - I heard, "This is Betty White" on the
other end. The first words out of my mouth were, "Oh, God!"
Not a great start. I'm not entirely sure what happened next,
but I remember Betty taking over the conversation for the
next two minutes, prompting with such questions as "Where
are you calling from?" and "Are you enjoying the show?" 

I guess being in the business for over 65 years now
makes one a pro and she single-handedly saved a dime-a-
dozen moment for her, but a once-in-a-lifetime moment for
me, from being a complete write off and thankfully the con-
versation ended on a high note. 

Happy Birthday, Betty!

16th annual Newmarket Voice    
Festival “a huge success”

To the editor:

On behalf of the
Newmarket Voice Festival
Committee, we would like
to extend our sincere
thanks and appreciation
to all of our programme
sponsors and scholarship
donors for their support.
Without your generous
donations, we would not
be able to continue to
recognize the tremen-
dous talent that exists
within Aurora/Newmarket
and York Region.

Thanks, also, to
Cynthia Proctor of  The
Auroran for fi lming our
awards night - Concert of
the Stars on November
18th, 2011.  It was a great
night!

One of our 2011 adju-
dicators, Mr. Tom Oliver,
who is in high demand as

a voice teacher, adjudica-
tor and voice production
technician, referred to the
Newmarket Voice
Festival, as "a sleeping
giant," and we are all
very proud of the accom-
plishments of so many
talented singers and wish
them continued success
in their voice and musical
studies.

We would like to con-
gratulate and acknowl-
edge the following schol-
arship winners: 

$50.00, $75.00,
$100.00 Winners:  Emma
Schep, Allyson Whitmell.
Rachel Lloyd, Judy
McCoubrey, Luke Zhang,
Pegi Reininger, Jenna
Brasz, Tyler Oliver,
Marissa Bergougnou,
Alessandra Paoness,
Julia Obermeyer, Grace
Ronan, Kyle Bird,

Mackenzie Clune,
Marissa Bergougnou,
Susannah Hibner,
Brayden Vale, Abby
Sadler, Katelyn Bird,
Amanda Bartella, Emma
Waller, Katie Hatanaka,
Katherine Richard, A.J.
De Boer, Alessia
Naccarato, Michael
Davis.

$150.00, $200.00,
$300.00 Winners:  Laura
Janzen, Sophia Fracassi,
Amanda Bartello, Katelyn
Bird, Michael Davis,
Rachel Lloyd, Sherry
Pettigrew, Evan Morin,
Cour tney Field, Vicki
Gamble, Charlotte
Gagnon, London Angelis,

Elizabeth White, Evan
Morin, Landon Doak

$500.00 Winner :
Charlotte Gagnon (twice)

$1,000.00 Winner :
Charlotte Gagnon

$2,000.00 Winners:
Jessika Monea, A.J.
DeBoer

We look forward to cel-
ebrating our 17th Festival
in November 2012.   

The continued support
of our individual and cor-
porate sponsors will be
much appreciated.

Irene Ilic, 
Festival Director
Rosalyn Gonsalves,
Fundraising & Publicity

No more tax
increases:
Reader
To the editor:

It seems obvious that
the Town of Aurora has not
heard about the tough
times for the next few
years.

We are spending
$20,000 to test a new water
meter. Will new water
meters help solve a prob-
lem? I doubt it.

The problem will be
solved when all used water
is measured.

We are spending
$94,000 on a consultant to
put sidewalks on both sides
of Industrial Parkway. Why

now? Why a consultant?
Do we not have engineers
on our payroll?

The street has been fine
for the 35 years I have
been in Aurora. 

I am told that the side-
walks are being done
because of a bylaw. No
money needed.

It seems that Aurora
runs by committee.

How about a no tax
increase community? 

Where is the list of capi-
tal jobs?

R.W. Hanes 
Aurora

Picture it...
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Inside Aurora
2011: One Final Look Back

ORNGE... You may have seen the word emblazoned on an
orange-coloured helicopter, and wondered why the letter "A"
had been left out of the word ORANGE. That was my reaction
when I got my first glimpse of Ontario's newly-branded air ambu-
lance helicopters, freshly painted in bright orange and boasting
the now infamous 'ORNGE' logo.

Little did I know at the time how significant the missing letter
would become and how much of my time and energy these hel-
icopters and the people behind them would consume in the
months ahead. 

What is ORNGE?
In 2005, then Health Minister George Smitherman signed

over Ontario's air ambulance services to Dr. Chris Mazza for a
nominal two dollars. There was no  competitive bidding process
for the so-called Performance Agreement under which Dr.
Mazza was mandated to deliver Ontario' air ambulance servic-
es under a not-for-profit entity. Mazza's first priority was a costly
re-branding exercise that resulted in the now infamous ORNGE
name and orange colours that drench everything from helicop-
ters and fixed-wing aircraft to the hand-crafted couches in the
lavish corporate headquarters. Welcome to ORNGE, your air
ambulance service, publicly-funded to the tune of $150 million
annually.      

What's the real story behind ORNGE?
There are really two stories... 
One is about the greed and abuse of health care dollars on

the part of a group of people who were entrusted to deliver
essential air ambulance services in our province and brazenly
levered that public trust to line their own pockets. Examples of
that greed include:

• The President and CEO of ORNGE drawing a paycheque
of $1.4 million; 

• Setting up a separate company for the express purpose of
hiding the exorbitant incomes of the CEO and other executives;

• Doling out $600,000 for business degrees for ORNGE
executives at overseas institutions; 

• Accepting $6.7 million in fees only months after completing
a $210 million deal for the purchase of helicopters from the

same company... 
The second story, which is even more scandalous is the fact

that the Premier, the Minister of Health and senior bureaucrats
ignored numerous warnings that a scandal was brewing, that
millions of tax dollars were being siphoned to feed the personal
greed of a handful of political insiders and that the quality of our
air ambulance service was being eroded. These warnings came
not only in the form of my questions to the Minister in the 
legislature but also letters and emails from stakeholders and
employees including paramedics, air ambulance pilots and the
Ontario Air Transport Association. 

January 9, 2012 Press Conference...
Given the McGuinty government's refusal to act on our warn-

ings about ORNGE, I convened a press conference at Queen's
Park in an attempt to increase public awareness of the issue and
to call on the government to immediately install an oversight
team to take over the operations of ORNGE and to strike a
Select Committee of the legislature for the purpose of uncover-
ing the truth about the state of affairs at ORNGE. 

Following are excerpts from the transcript of my statement at
the press conference:  The complete statement as well as video
of the press conference can be found on my website at
www.frankklees.com 

"Our objective today is twofold: First to ensure that the
McGuinty government is held accountable for its failure to exer-
cise proper oversight of Ontario's air ambulance services, and
for allowing public health care dollars to be used to subsidize a
web of private businesses, while allowing the level of service to
patients to deteriorate. 

"Second, we want to put the Management and Directors of
ORNGE and its several for-profit affiliated companies that have
been spawned through the subsidization of public health care
dollars, on notice, that we will be taking every step available to
us to expose what we believe has been nothing short of a
breach of trust by an organization that was entrusted to deliver
Ontario's air ambulance services.

"...With regard to the recent claims by the Minister of Health
that she was not aware that there were numerous problems at
ORNGE, nothing could be further from the truth." 

I pointed out that I had warned the minister about question-
able business practices at ORNGE and the lack of accountabil-
ity and oversight on three separate occasions in the legislature,
and that rather than act on the information, the minister insisted
that all was well. 

I concluded the press conference by stating that based on
the government's track record of ignoring what are clearly
breaches of its agreement with ORNGE, we do not have confi-
dence that the minister will take the necessary steps to restore
confidence in Ontario's air ambulance services. 

I called on the Premier to do two things: First, to direct the
Minister of Health to install an oversight team at ORNGE pend-
ing the outcome of investigations and the Auditor General's
report on ORNGE, and second to strike an ALL-Party Select
Committee that would have the authority to call witnesses for the
purposes of getting to the bottom of what has been going on in
this organization. 

ORNGE CEO and Board of Directors Fired
On January 11th, just 48 hours after the press conference,

the Minister of Health announced that the CEO of ORNGE and
its Board of Directors had been fired. Ron McKerlie, a Deputy
Minister would temporarily assume the role of president and a
new volunteer board would be appointed. 

"It became abundantly clear there were issues at ORNGE
that required new leadership" said Health Minister Deb Mathews
in announcing the change. 

No doubt the Minister and the government are hoping that
this will be the end of their troubles at ORNGE. We believe it's
only the beginning. There are still many questions to be
answered and when the truth is known I believe ORNGE will
make the E-Health scandal look like a garden party. 

Why was the "A" left out or ORNGE?
It stands for ACCOUNTABILITY and once again the

McGuinty government has failed to both demonstrate and
demand accountability from those entrusted with delivering
essential public services.

As always, I look forward to your comments and advice. You
can contact me through my website at www.frankklees.com or
by phone at 905-750-0019. 

By FRANK KLEES 
MPP Newmarket-Aurora 

Frankly Speaking ORNGE: Greed, Deceit 
and Gov't Mismanagement

One now, one final and less serious look at 2011 in Aurora.

Jan 15 - One quarter of council refuses to attend an off-site
meeting, designed in part to bring council closer together.

Feb 7 - The town provides much-needed work to local stationery
and map supply companies by changing the Town Hall's address
back to John West Way.

Feb 22 - Council worries that after cancelling funding for Phyllis
Morris's lawsuit, changing the address of Town Hall, and scrapping
the Integrity Commissioner position, it is running out of previous
council decisions to overturn, and may have to start coming up with
new ideas of their own.

Mar 2 - Powerstream announces a 10% electricity rebate, but
only 10% of residents believe it will actually happen.

Mar 11 - Staffers express surprise at being accused by a coun-
cillor of doctoring council meeting minutes, claiming they couldn't
make up anything more unusual than what actually transpires.

Mar 22 - It's a case of lions and tigers and bears (oh my!) when
the Lions annual pancake breakfast is followed by the Aurora Tigers'
making the play-offs, after which a black bear is sighted in town.

Mar 26 - In honour of Earth Hour, the region increases water
rates by only 10%, rather than last year's 14%.

Apr 25 - A suggestion that the old turf at the Rogers Centre be

re-used in Aurora falls through when the town discovers that it would
also have to accept the Argonauts as part of the deal.

May 12 - Following the announcement that the town's tax
increase next year may exceed 8%, an attempt by a local group to
make the world's largest human happy face fails as not enough
cheerful Aurorans can be found. 

Jun 5 - With the Lions Hall, Armoury, and Wells Street School all
on the market, the offices of The Auroran newspaper are forced to
move into the old Post Office, the only remaining historic building
downtown not up for sale.

Jun 22 - Dictionary use at the library increases 17% when a
staffer says he is "impugned" by a councillor's remarks.

Jul 5 - After a number of new signs are erected warning of the
dangers of the camel climber, it's revealed that more children are
injured in Confederation Park by running into these signs, than were
hurt playing on that piece of equipment.

Jul 29 - Twenty-one locations participate in "Doors Open", while
the rapidly crumbling Leisure Complex celebrates "Doors Falling
Off".

Aug 4 - A report identifies the Town Hall as outdated, but this time
they're talking about the building itself, and not the policies devel-
oped there.

Aug 19 - The Petch Log House manages to survive both anoth-

er council vote, and consumption by the Emerald Ash Borer.
Sep 24 - Council officially gives up on attempts to introduce anti-

train whistling measures, just as the candidates for the provincial
election promise all day train service to Aurora, if elected.

Oct 5 - Letters to the editor decrease by 38% after the case of
Morris vs three local bloggers is dropped.

Oct 16 - An Aurora family selected to appear on "Dragon's Den"
is mistakenly directed to an Aurora Council meeting instead.

Oct 24 - YRT and Viva drivers walk off the job, and then are stuck
getting home, since the buses aren't running.

Nov 9 - It's announced that Aurora's new gateway feature on
Wellington St West will feature plantings, stonework, and in a nod to
balancing the town's budget, a tollbooth.

Nov 16 - MPP Frank Klees apologizes for any confusion over his
desire for the Speaker's Chair, explaining that he simply wanted to
replace the seat with the wobbly leg that he had been using up till
now in the House. 

Nov 30 - There's one less option for Ron Wallace in his retire-
ment when Council votes 7-2 against re-instating the position of
Integrity Commissioner.

Dec 8 - Having given up in its goal of no longer being dysfunc-
tional, Council aims for the more realistic goal of being paperless.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: machellscorners@gmail.com

By SCOTT JOHNSTON



6 - THE AURORAN, Week of January 17, 2012    

Letters to the Editor

Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

For those who don't know, I'm a collector, and one of
the items in my collection is matchbooks...about 20,000
of them.               

The collection has always worried my wife Patricia,
who believes matches are dangerous, but I keep reassur-
ing her that Aurora's late Fire Prevention Officer Fred
Bolsby once told me that the older the matches were, the
less chance they have of igniting. 

And some of my matches are pretty old, too.
I have been collecting matches since the 

mid-1970s and today, they are even more valuable thanks
to the fact that no one uses them as a method to adver-
tise anymore.

I used to be able to take a trip and come home armed
with matches from hotels or restaurants, but not anymore.

Last week, while I was cleaning out my office (I am
retired, you know) I came across a couple of Aurora
Centennial Coins, dating back to 1963.

You can have one for $59.95 if you look it up on 
eBay.

They were worth a buck when they were popular dur-
ing Centennial Week celebrations June 30 to 
July 6, 1963. Aurora turned 100 that year.

Also in the collection was a "lucky buck", made from
calf skin, courtesy of Collis Leather. Collis, its building is
still on Tyler Street, has been closed for a number of
years.

In an American auction held in 2009, the "bill" was
selling for $2.

Here's how it read: 

"Marking the Centennial of Aurora (1863-1963), this
Lucky Buck leather money is made of Collis calf, a 
product of Aurora. Printed on the leather side in green,
this has brown and white calf hair on the reverse. Punch 
cancelled."

It doesn't say whether anyone bid on it.
According to Wikipedia, it says: "With the coming of

the railway in 1853, Aurora emerged as an important cen-
tre north of Toronto. The Fleury Plow Works was estab-
lished soon after and Aurora was on its way to becoming
a flourishing industrial town.  The population of Aurora in
1863 was 700, and by 1888 it had grown to become a
town of 2,107 residents. 

"With some ups and downs in growth over the years,
Aurora is now a flourishing town with a strong commercial
and industrial base."

A  picture of that locomotive - the Toronto - is on the
front of  the Centennial coin, with the year 1853 on it,
which is the year the first train came to what was then
known as "Machell's Corners".

On the obverse it is noted: “Aurora Centennial Canada,
1863-1963.”

****
Did you know there are four streets in a row that run

northbound off Aurora Heights Drive that have the initials
to spell LCBO? It's true.

They are Laurentide, Cabot, Bigwin and Ottawa. Just
thought you needed to know that.

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

The Wagon welcomes you to Aurora!
By Susan Werden

Each year hundreds of peo-
ple move to Aurora.  For some,
the move is from nearby com-
munities, for others from much
greater distances.  For some,
the move is to a resale home or
apartment in an established
neighbourhood, for others it is to
new construction in a new
neighbourhood or new building.  

All face the challenge of get-
ting settled into their new home,
getting to know their new com-
munity and finding the services
they need to use.  All are entitled
to a welcome visit from the
ladies of Aurora's Welcome
Wagon program.  

During 2011 Aurora's
Welcome Wagon ladies provid-
ed welcome visits to 450 Aurora
households.  During these visits
residents were provided with
helpful community information,
a selection of gifts from civic-
minded local businesses and a
warm welcome to Aurora!  

Some people were skeptical
when we introduced ourselves
at their door, but by the time we
had finished our welcome visit
they were thrilled with all the
community information provided
and all the lovely gifts they had
received.

Where have the new resi-
dents people come from?  In
most cases they've moved
north.  Residents from Toronto
accounted for 29% of visits,
Richmond Hill 25% and

Markham-Stouffville-Maple-
Vaughan 18%.  Of the remain-
ing visits, 9% were from the rest
of York Region, 11% the rest of
Ontario and 8% from outside of
Ontario.  New residents from
outside Ontario came from
across Canada, throughout the
United States and indeed from
all over the world.

What do new residents say
about Aurora?  The most com-
mon comments we receive are,
"It's so much quieter here!" and
"People are so friendly!" We also
hear lots of comments about
easy access to highways, GO
service and the great selection
of retail services.

In addition to welcoming new
residents, in 2011 the Aurora
Welcome Wagon also provided
welcome visits to 115 new busi-
nesses/professionals and
approximately 200 welcome vis-
its to parents of new babies.  In
conjunction with other local
Welcome Wagon programs we
also hosted five specials events:
two baby showers, two bridal
showers and a Fifties Plus
Showcase.

Welcome Wagon has been
operating in communities
throughout Canada for over 80
years and in Aurora since 1964.
If you recently moved to Aurora,
had a baby or opened a new
business and have not yet
received your Welcome Wagon
visit, you can request one 
at www.welcomewagon.ca or 
1-866-873-9913.

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

York    Spring    
Division of York Spring & Radiator Service 1968Division of York Spring & Radiator Service 196

DON’T 
LET THE
SNOW 
GET YOU 
DOWN

• Extra Leaves &  Rearching 
• Timbren Load Springs 
• Air Bags 
• Air Lifts 
• H. Duty Shocks 
• Trailer Hitches 

Get your 
truck ready 

for snowplowing, 
salting, firewood

727-3121
60 Industrial Pkwy N., Aurora 
Don’t get caught with your bumper dragging

Service 

905

Readers remember Dairy Bar
To the editor:

My wife Judy's father &
mother built and owned
the Aurora dairy, Lyle & Lil
Sparks. Lyle used to deliv-
er the milk in Aurora by
horse & wagon & then
later switched to truck. Lil

used to make those home-
made pies that you see on
the menu in the apartment
above the dairy. 

We have several pic-
tures of the interior, the
truck & not too sure what
else. She also tells me
that their St. Bernard dog

"Sparky" that they had
when they owned the
Dairy, would lie across the
steps of Knowles Butcher
Shop on Wellington, until
they gave him a bone,
then he would return
home to the dairy. The
local police (I think

Crocker and others) used
to stop the traffic on
Wellington to let the dog
cross the road on his way.
Different life then than
now, eh?

John Swarbrick
Aurora

Reader asks: Doctor Who?
To the editor:

The Week of January
17, 2012, The Auroran
newspaper carr ied an
adver tisement of an

upcoming workshop on
carpal tunnel syndrome
and most wr ist/hand
pain.

There is reference to
causes frequently over-

looked by doctors and
most doctors not trained
to check underlying
cause.

I surmise this does not
apply to medical doctors,

Aurora Seniors 
Duplicate Bridge Results
Monday, January 9, 2011

N/S
1st - Carol Gordon and Margaret Cyr
2nd - Arend and Bev Vanderwiel
3rd - Sandra Davey and Sylvia Thompson

E/W
1st - Don Newman and Murray Sinclair
2nd - Jeannine Mackie and Melody Irving
3rd - Simmo and Lisa Piil

but to other doctors (now
a generic word), because
of l imited academ-
ic/practical experience
qualifications.

I would suggest, there-
fore, that they display
their health care practi-
t ioners' designation to
alert the public of poten-
tial limitations. 

Alex Vander Veen
Aurora

Susan Werden is 
a Community and
Business/Professional
Welcome Representative for
Aurora.
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Community leader remembered
as a “bridge builder”

By Brock Weir

Aurora is mourning a
community leader, bridge
builder, and "true humani-
tarian" following the death
of Qamar "Kam" Sadiq. 

Mr. Sadiq, a resident
who dedicated much of his
life to raising money for
local hospitals and provid-
ing much needed supports
for the Pakistani Canadian
community, as well as the
York Region community at
large, died at Southlake
Hospital shortly after the
New Year. He is survived by
his wife Azra and son
Shiraz.

An accountant by trade,
Mr. Sadiq is being remem-
bered as a "generous, open
hearted" community leader
and a bridge builder.

"As an immigrant from
Pakistan, he was a proud
Canadian and made it very
clear at every opportunity
that he valued all Canada
offered to him and his fami-
ly and his community, and
wanted to do what he could
to strengthen the values as
he described many times
made Canada, and made
the province such a wel-
coming place," said
Newmarket-Aurora MPP
Frank Klees of his friend of
over 15 years. 

"I think what really

impressed me about Kam
is that many people say
those things but he demon-
strated in very practical
ways that he really believed
it. He saw himself as a
bridge builder, as evi-
denced by the many events
that he hosted at his own
home in Aurora. Whether
they were picnics in his
back yard during summer
afternoons or whether they
were evening receptions,
he always made a point of
inviting leaders from the
local community, federal
and provincial representa-
tives and there were always
leaders from the Pakistani
community. 

"Whether they were
ambassadors or consuls
general or leaders from
business and industry, he
was always at the forefront
of building those bridges.
Kam was a true humanitar-
ian."

Mr. Klees said it will be
impossible to replace Mr.
Sadiq's "generous and
open heart" to Aurora - and
also Ontario and Canada -
because of his many contri-
butions, which often went
without any fanfare. 

From a Federal perspec-
tive, MP Lois Brown first
met Mr. Sadiq through polit-
ical involvement, occasion-
ally undertook projects

together, and eventually
became good friends. 

"Kam invited me to his
home on numerous occa-
sions to have dinner with
people who were here from
Pakistan, people of his
acquaintance, and friends
who were here looking at
business and investment
opportunities, so we had
some wonderful conversa-
tions with those folks," said
Ms. Brown. 

"It was not uncommon
for Kam to invite 50 or 60
people to be in his base-
ment and entertain an
entourage, so we had some
wonderful times."

Ms. Brown highlighted
Mr. Sadiq's contributions to
the Southlake Foundation,
his passion for mentoring
the Pakistani community,
as well as working with
M a r k h a m - S t o u f f v i l l e
Hospital.

"When [one asks] what
we have lost, we have lost
someone who had a pas-
sion for our area, a passion
to be involved in our com-
munity, and a passion for
the success of individuals
and I think we lost a great
friend. 

"He was very involved
with the Canada-Pakistan
business association and
he worked very, very dili-
gently to mentor and to

QAMAR (KAM) SADIQ

Aurora looks at ways to retain businesses
By Brock Weir

Town Hall may place
increased emphasis on busi-
ness retention in Aurora when a
proposed plan comes up for
review at Council this winter. 

Councillors are expected to
review a recommendation,
which was presented earlier
this month at the Town's
Economic Development
Advisory committee to build
stronger working relationships
with the local business commu-
nity, "better identify and respond
to the concerns and challenges
facing business", respond to
businesses' "red flag issues"
and use local business net-
works and supply chains to
attract newcomers.

If approved, staff will under-
take 150 business visits, look for
both "quick wins and red flags"
within six months, and develop
a plan to look at retention and
expansion.

"Depending on the timing of
hiring and funding processes,
program planning will be com-
pleted in the first quarter of
2012, surveying completed by
the end of summer and an
action plan completed for
October 2012," said Anthony
Ierullo, Aurora's Manager of
Strategic Initiatives, in a report
to the committee.

Should the recommendation
be approved, persons involved
in the Business Retention and
Expansion Strategy will go to
local businesses to gauge the
local business climate, opportu-
nities and challenges faced by
these companies and business
owners and look for any barri-
ers. 

They will also look at the
future plans for existing busi-
nesses such as relocation,
downsizing, and closing, the

make sure that people who
were part of that associa-
tion had access to any of
the information that they
needed to help grow their
business. I had a lot of
respect for Kam because of
that desire to mentor and to
just make sure that people
had access. The Pakistani-
Canadian Community is
going to feel a great loss.

"There will be a hole
there and I think it will take
a special person to come in
and fill that void."

Mr. Sadiq was founder of
the Multicultural Society of
Pakistani Canadians, which
held many fundraisers over
the years, including money
for international disaster
relief, individuals and fami-
lies coming to Canada for

surgery. He also provided
employment strategies,
educational initiatives, and
held seminars on wide-
reaching issues from drug
abuse to tax clinics. 

He and his group
worked under the belief
"that caring and sharing are
virtues that we are blessed
with and let us pass it onto
those in need."

advantages and disadvan-
tages of having businesses in
Aurora, and hiring challenges.

"Some downsizing, reloca-
tions and closures may be out-
side the Town's control due to
the timing of head office deci-
sions and larger economic
trends," said Mr. Ierullo in his
report. "But it is possible to
address existing 'red flag'
issues, help companies before
they get to a point of no return,
and develop strategies to
address more complex issues.
There is also value in under-
standing what the major influ-
encers in relocation and expan-
sion are, even if we can't direct-
ly impact them.

"There is also risk in not
understanding the business
community. Although we can-
not promise solutions to specif-
ic issues during the interview
process, the task force will
weigh the results of the com-

plete dataset to come up with
actions to address the most
prevalent and important issues.
The Town shouldn't forgo col-
lecting this feedback just
because business may not
think highly of the town or we
may not be able to immediate-
ly address concerns."

In formulating their recom-
mendation to committee and
council, staff developed three
options for consideration. 

The first option was to exe-
cute the plan through volun-
teers, whether they are com-
munity groups, or committee
members. A benefit to this plan,
they said, was lower financial
costs and could be seen as a
more "grass roots" approach
for business retention. 

Drawbacks of this plan
ranged from possibly coming
short in recruiting the 60 sur-
veyors required to cover the
area to possible inconsisten-

cies in the questions asked, to
a "greater risk for potential con-
flicts of interests."

Another option was a one
year contract employee which
would be dedicated full time to
the project and would be able
to expand their sample size of
business. Cost, however,
worked against this option. 

Staff ultimately recom-
mended a temporary contract
position of up to six months
which would allow someone to
dedicate themselves to the
project, build relationships
between stakeholders, and be
consistent with businesses.

If approved, a temporary
position would mean up to
$25,000 in costs which could
he halved by contributions from
partners.

$30,000 was approved for
business retention in the 2009
budget and $10,000 remains in
the pot. 
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24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

this means we meet
the high standards
for service and
customer satisfaction
that you demand

Don’t be left out in
the COLD!

Why buy from Summers & Smith?
Because we are the

55 Industrial Parkway S. AURORA
905-727-2323

summersandsmith.com

Get your furnace
serviced today!

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

FAN MAN

 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

BRING THE HEAT

www.thefanman.ca

TO YOUR FEET!

CANARM  CEILING FANS    $59FRO
M

INVENTORY 

CANARM CEIL

HOLIDAY 

MP Travels to South Sudan, Kenya
By Brock Weir

Newmarket-Aurora MP
Lois Brown is in Africa this
week as part of a
Parliamentary delegation to
the world's newest country -
South Sudan. 

Ms. Brown and other
members of the Canada-
Africa Parliamentary
Association departed
Canada for South Sudan via
Nairobi, Kenya on Sunday.

Prior to her departure,
Ms. Brown told The Auroran
that she is travelling in both
her capacity as an executive

member of the Canada-
Africa Parliamentary
Association as well as
Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of International
Cooperation. On the ground,
the delegation will take in
projects driven by the
Canadian International
Development Agency
(CIDA).

"There has been a
tremendous drought in East
Africa this year and Canada
has contributed approxi-
mately $170 million into that
area, first in humanitarian
aid," she said. 

"We have worked with
our trusted partners, organi-
zations like World Vision and
CARE Canada, and the Red
Cross has also been there
en masse. We will be seeing
some of work the CIDA proj-
ects have done and also
meeting with the
Government of South
Sudan. There is a brand new
country there and they are in
the initial stages of being
established. Canada is con-
tributing to South Sudan and
helping them build capacity
and institutions in their gov-
ernment structure and help

them be a country that gets
on its feet quickly."

While they are travelling
to South Sudan via Nairobi,
the stop in Kenya isn't a
mere layover to change
planes. The Parliamentary
Association will also hold
meetings with the country's
leaders on the recent draft-
ing of the nation's new con-
stitution, she said, a process
which has been aided by
Peter Milliken, the former
speaker of Canada's House
of Commons. 

"Their government is
going through a transition

Members of the Liberal
Party gathered in Ottawa
over the weekend to plan for
the future.

While Liberal candidate
Kyle Peterson said before
his departure he hoped the
party convention would
show Canadians the party is
moving forward, two key offi-

cials had to be elected – a
new party president and, of
course, a new permanent
leader.

The first matter was set-
tled on Sunday.

Sheila Copps, a minister
in the Chretien cabinet, as
well as a former leadership
candidate went into the con-

vention with a number of
high profile endorsements
hoping to fill the post of party
president, but Mr. Peterson’s
vote, and the party’s overall
vote lay elsewhere.

“I am supporting Mike
Crawley,” said Mr. Peterson
of the eventual victor who
also earned the endorse-

ment of Newmarket-Aurora’s
previous MP Belinda
Stronach. “I think he is just a
good example of the direc-
tion the party needs to go in,
which is, in my opinion,
renewing the party, reinvigo-
rating the party.

“No ideas are out of play
and it is time to move for-

ward and look to the future.
Mike has been committed to
the party for a number of
years and is president of the
[Ontario branch of the Party]
and I think he is perfect for
the role right now.”

Ms. Copps, said Mr.
Peterson, would also be a
“worthy” president as she

Liberals vote for party positions, policies
has the skills and attributes
that would be “helpful to the
party” but he said that would
be a “nod to the yesterday of
the party and I think we have
to look to tomorrow.”

“It’s not to say that people
who have been involved in
the past – and I have been
involved for 20 years and
some might say I am old
guard – [aren’t worthy] but I
just think we need to move
forward with new people,
new ideas, and a new era for
the Liberal Party and I think
Mike Crawley represents that
better than Sheila Copps
does.”

As for the person who
may eventually fill the shoes
of interim Liberal leader Bob
Rae, Mr. Peterson said he
hasn’t yet thought that far
ahead.

“I hear the same rumours
as everybody else does but I
suspect that will start taking
some shape and form at this
convention, but I didn’t really
expect [the leadership race]
to start taking off until the
spring or so,” he said.

“I expect we’ll start hear-
ing some more names at the
convention and then I expect
by March the field will start
taking shape. I’m just focus-
ing on the party stuff right
now and the convention and
making sure the party does
what it needs to get ready for
the next election.”

because they have made the
decision to go from a
Parliamentary system of gov-
ernment to a republican sys-
tem," she said. "Interestingly
enough the Government of
Kenya is calling on experts in
Canada to help them draft
their constitution which
seems like kind of an anom-
aly because we're parliamen-
tary. We have some invest-
ment in that and it will be
very interesting

"I think it is important that
my constituents understand
that we have an enormous
impact in these countries. We
have had influence for a long
time and I think they want to
know what our development
money is doing."

Ms. Brown is scheduled to
return to Canada on Sunday.

The Canada-Africa
Parliamentary Association
was founded in 2003 and is
made up of MPs and
Senators from all parties.

Royal Visit campaign gains momentum

The Prince of Wales and Duchess of Cornwall are pictured greeting crowds at Hamilton’s Dundurn
Castle, Camilla’s ancestral home, during their last visit to Ontario in 2009. Plans are being ramped up to
try and include Aurora on their May itinerary.                                             Auroran photo by Brock Weir 

By Brock Weir

Efforts to bring the Prince of
Wales and Duchess of Cornwall
to Aurora on their upcoming visit
to Ontario in May appears to be
gaining some momentum.

Shortly after the New Year,
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and
Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank
Klees had a meeting with a local
athlete, an acquaintance of the
Prince of Wales, who has joined
the efforts. He may be able to
bring Aurora to the Prince's
attention, said Mr. Klees.

"We're encouraged," Mr.
Klees told The Auroran last
week. "The Mayor and I had a
meeting with him and we dis-
cussed how he might be able to
assist us in terms of presenting
this and seeing what he can do
to get Prince Charles' support
and be able to find some space
in their agenda - which is going
to be incredibly busy - but that is
encouraging the fact that he took
the initiative."

For Mayor Dawe, although
discussions are still in the prelim-
inary stages, the ball is rolling.

"Our initial meeting was very
exploratory in terms of how he
might be able to assist at least in
making contact with the Royal
Family to see if we can possibly
get on that list of places that are

visited," said Mayor Dawe. 
"We sent off some informa-

tion to the coordinators back
before Christmas and they are
still working out many of the
details themselves. It seems with
many of the things in govern-
ment it just takes a long time. I
guess you don't just call up the
Prince of Wales and say, 'Excuse
me, if you're not doing anything
Saturday afternoon, would you
pop by?"

The resident declined to
comment at this point until he
had more information to present
to the Mayor and Mr. Klees. 

In December, Government of
Canada announced the Prince
of Wales and Duchess of
Cornwall were to visit Ontario,
New Brunswick, and
Saskatchewan in May as part of
the Queen's Diamond Jubilee
celebrations marking her 60th
anniversary on the throne. The
Royal Couple are also slated to
visit Australia and New Zealand
for the occasion. 

Following the announce-
ment, the Town of Aurora made
preliminary steps to secure a
visit to the area not just for the
economic boon such a visit
would bring to the Town, accord-
ing to Mayor Dawe, but also in
light of the fact Aurora won the
Prince of Wales Prize for

Municipal Heritage Leadership
in 2008. 

In addition to marking
Aurora's prize, other suggestions
for a royal itinerary in Aurora so
far have included marking the
200th anniversary of The
Queen's York Rangers, renam-

ing the Aurora Cultural Centre in
the Prince's honour, celebrating
the 150th anniversary of Hillary
House, which just happens to be
scheduled in May, and the official
opening of the new Aurora
Armoury on Industrial Parkway
later that month. 
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Don’t miss your chance to buy at Special Grand Opening Pricing & Incentives

 from
$279,990

Move to Centro and enjoy 
Aurora’s most central location.

Come and view our model suite
designed by Bryon Patton 
and Associates

Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. 

kaitlingroup.com
For more information visit our website at

DOWNTOWN AURORA

call 905-503-2063

All suites include expansive Balconies or Terraces

Aurora’s newest condo address is also its most centrally located, with a wealth 
of luxury features and lifestyle amenities that makes it an irresistible value too.

Bryon Patton
Hours:

Mon. - Thurs. 12pm - 7pm
Friday by appointment

Sat., Sun. & Hol. 11am - 6pm
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Follow us across the web:                www.uweightloss.com                uweightloss.com/facebook                twitter.com/uweightloss

Discover the difference of a doctor-formulated 
health, weight loss and lifestyle change program 
that is personalized for U.

RECEIVE A FREE 
HEALTHY WEIGHT 
ANALYSIS TODAY
($100 VALUE)  
Learn how a U Weight LossTM program, customized to 
your personal needs, health condition and lifestyle, can 
work for you in achieving rapid and lasting results.

JOIN NOW AND 
GET STARTED 
FOR ONLY

*Join U Weight LossTM and receive the U Weight LossTM Intelligent Health Guide, Pedometer, 1 U-Protein, 1 U-Loss, 1 Kick 
Start and a 7 day nutritional meal plan for $199 ($325 Value). Certain conditions apply. Please see U Weight LossTM for details.

U WEIGHT LOSS CLINIC OF AURORA
1 HENDERSON DRIVE 

CALL 905.713.5673 OR EMAIL US AT aurora@uweightloss.com
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Thursday January 26th 2012 from 1 pm to 8 pm at 244 Wellington Street East in Aurora

Vue Optical boutique is delighted to announce that we will host our first Optical
Frame Trunk Show, featuring Lindberg Eyewear, on Thursday January 26th 2012
from 1 pm to 8 pm at 244 Wellington Street East in Aurora. 

The Danish made Lindberg brand is known for pioneering ultra-light minimalistic
eyewear styles and rimless glasses that are so comfortable it is like wearing 
nothing at all. 

Lindberg eyewear can be seen on famous faces such as actor Robert De Niro,
super-model Tyra Banks, Bill Gates and fashion designer Roberto Cavalli. 

You will have the rare opportunity to view the complete line of luxury frames and
sunglasses. 

All Trunk show guests will receive a $100.00 promotion towards any prescription
eyeglass purchase. 

Come and join us for this exclusive fashion eyewear event. 

Vue Optical Boutique

244 Wellington Street East

Aurora

289 648 1599

www.vueopticalboutique.co

Financial Security Advisor 
Jeffrey Sleep

Financial freedom is still 
achieveable even in today’s 

economic environment. 

Office: 416-291-0451  ext. 262 
jeff.sleep@freedom55financial.com

A division of London Life Insurance Company

Resident shares struggle with PTSD
By Brock Weir

When Aurora resident Gerry
Fostaty gives a talk on coping
with Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder next month, he will be
speaking from personal 
experience.

Mr. Fostaty, who first experi-
enced Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder in the aftermath of an
incident as a army cadet leader
at CFB Valcartier, Quebec, will
speak at Trinity Anglican
Church on February 5. 

In the summer of 1974 at
the age of 18 Mr. Fostaty was
invited to become an instructor
at the Cadets' Training Centre
the camp. Promoted to the rank
of Platoon Sergeant, he was
among the leaders of a group of
cadets, mostly between the
ages of 14 and 16, for training
so they could go back to their
home units and take up leader-
ship positions. 

But one of their training
courses was to forever alter the
lives of those in this group. 

The group was taking part in
an explosives training course
where the cadets were shown
dummies built to look like explo-
sives in order to be able to iden-
tify the objects if they came
across them in the field. A live
grenade, however, got mixed
into the box.

"It was circulated among the
cadets, a pin was pulled, and it
exploded and killed six kids and
sent 100 to emergency," he told
The Auroran. "There were 138
kids in that lecture that day."

"I was walking into the room
at that time, so at that moment
my whole world changed. I, and
about nine or 10 others, had to
get those boys outside to safe-
ty, into ambulances, and to the
hospital, and we had to do it
very quickly because we didn't
know what happened."

Mr. Fostaty says the group
was told to get back to "busi-
ness as usual" almost immedi-
ately afterwards. 

"We did [so] because we
were commissioned to do what
we were told to do by those in a
position of authority," he said.
"We went back as much as we
could to normal. We were miss-
ing a few guys but three weeks
later when we were sent home
we certainly had no comfort, no
counselling and not even a
debrief on the incident. We
were told to get on with our
lives."

30 years after the fact, he
received an email from his
Company Sergeant Major,
which sent him on a journey of
revisiting the incident, seeking
help for his Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder, and setting his
story to paper, which resulted in
his book As You Were: The
Tragedy at Valcartier, which
was published last spring.

The Lunch and Learn event
at Trinity next month will give
Mr. Fostaty the chance to
address some of the miscon-
ceptions surrounding Post

Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD), who gets it, and, he
says, what gives him the "right"
to speak about it. Asked what
he believed was the biggest
misconception surrounding
PTSD, Mr. Fostaty said it is that
people think it is behavioural
and "a choice we make."

"Until the 1980s it wasn't
even part of the medical lexi-
con," he said. "Before then it
had gone under different
names like battle fatigue, shell
shock, or cowardice. They did-
n't understand it wasn't behav-
ioural and that it was neurologi-
cal and something that can be
treated."

In the talks he has given so
far, feedback has been positive,
he said. Audiences are coming
away with more information
than they had coming in and it
makes it all worthwhile when
people come up to him after the
talk and said they understand
more about themselves and
they may be afflicted with the
same thing.

"It means that people who
haven't sought treatment will go
and look in that direction," he
said.

Feedback from military fam-
ilies has been positive as well,
he added. Mr. Fostaty said he
initially thought he may receive
some negative feedback from
people who have shared similar
experience, but he said their
support might stem from the
fact military families see it
around them from the people
who have been deployed or
returned from the combat the-
atre. 

That being said, stigma sur-
rounding PTSD is an additional
affliction.

"A lot of people don't recog-
nize PTSD unless they are
closer to the trauma temporally
that caused it," he said. "If you
are a little further away and it
has taken time for you to under-
stand what these symptoms
are, they seem too disparate
and unconnected so you start
seeing them as your own char-
acter flaws. I have heard from a
number of people who thought,
'I didn't realise I had PTSD. I just
thought I was a bit of a kook and
had character flaws. 

"It is really the PTSD mani-
festing itself in ways that are
unattractive in people."

While his background
makes the connection between
PTSD and military service, Mr.
Fostaty is keen to stress that
the affliction can affect people
from all walks of life, ages, and
cross gender lines, such as
emergency first responders,
police, doctors, nurses, and
hospital staff.

"These people see the worst
of what can happen in the
human body and you cannot
walk away without being affect-
ed by that," he said.

Since Mr. Fostaty came for-
ward with his story of what hap-
pened on that fateful day in
Valcartier, he said he has had

the chance to speak to "quite a
few" people who were there
with him at the time. They have
been nothing but supportive, he
said, about the way the book
portrayed events because it
has been very difficult for them
to speak of it. 

"That was one of the rea-
sons for the book," he said. "It
gives people the ability to pass
the book to their partners or
their families and say, 'This is
what happened to me. Read
this because I can't talk about it.'
It then initiates a dialogue after-
wards."

More surprising has been
the reaction from the higher-ups
in the military, which too has

been positive.
"I thought I was taking a very

large chance by putting some of
the things I did in the book, and
I'm glad that I didn't shy away
from what I said because I
guess you can't really argue
with the truth," he said. "If it is
real and it is documented I
guess there is nothing you can
really argue with.

"It is over 30 years ago now.
It is no condemnation of anyone
who is walking around today.
The people that were there at
the time are gone. I'm not trying
to point the finger at anyone in
this book, I'm just saying what
happened and I think people
are happy to read that." GERRY FOSTATY
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15483 Yonge St. 
(across from Howard Johnson)
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• Snowboard & Ski Wear 
• Racquet Sports 
• Swim Wear and Accessories 
• Nordic Walking Poles 
• Canada Goose Authorized Dealer

• All ski & Boa
20-30%

• All Hats, Gloves and a

• All ski & Board Pants 
20-30

• All Hats, Gloves and accessories 20% off 
We specialize in: 

ADULT AND JUNIORADULT AND JUNIOR

600 Valley Vista Dr. Vaughan, ON

Call 905-417-8900
Visit us online at chartwellreit.ca  
or scan our QR code and see how 
we’re Making People’s Lives Better!

ROBBIE BURNS CELEBRATION!
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25TH • 2:30 PM

Join us as we celebrate Robbie Burns Day Scottish 
traditional fare, refreshments, & entertainment. 

Please RSVP as seating is limited

Last year, Mary lost sleep worrying 
how her mom was managing alone

More than ever, we’re balancing a variety 
of responsibilities including caring for our 
aging parents. When we can’t be there 
or distance separates us, we may begin 
worrying that they are not eating well 
enough, taking their medication regularly or 
remembering to lock the door while alone. 

Chartwell retirement residences provide 
the safety and security your parent needs 
with the services and activities they want. 
At the same time, you’ll know that help 
is available 24 hours a day. If the time has 
come to start considering the options best 
suited to your situation, we can help.

residence and they are both sleeping better.

JANUARY Specials 

31/
OVECHKIN hockey sticks

U+ CRAZY LIGHT STICKS 

15483 Yonge St.  Aurora  905-841-5757
Sticks also available at our 2 local Pro Shops

OFF

OPEN SUNDAYS

While supplies last 

50% OFF
B I C Y C L E S

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GGAARRDDIINNEERR MMIILLLLEERR AARRNNOOLLDD LLLLPP
BBAARRRRIISSTTEERRSS && SSOOLLIICCIITTOORRSS

Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 
G AM

390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) Gerry Miller 

Managing Partner 
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905-841-0949

Canada Goose not on sale

20%20%
- 30%- 30%
50%50%

Weeks 

DOT
ADNESS
DOT
DNESS
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ar 
•

ssories

rized Dealer

Board Pants
30% off
nd accessories 20% off

Board Pants 
2 0% off

d accessories 20% off 
W

Aurora Chamber of Commerce

To register please contact the Chamber at 905-727-7262 or on-line at www.aurorachamber.on.ca
We look forward to seeing you!

Coming Events
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24

SPEED NETWORKING
Joint with Newmarket and East Gwillimbury Chambers

Holiday Inn Express
100 Pony Drive, Newmarket

Time: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Cost: $10 Members

 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26

BUSINESS AFTER FIVE
Bonsai Hill Tea • Coffee • Gifts

15263 Yonge Street, Unit 2, Aurora
Time: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Cost: Complimentary
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9

NETWORKING BREAKFAST
Sponsored by Staples

Hot buffet breakfast, formal networking
St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club

4 Pinnacle Trail, Aurora
Time: 7:30 am – 9:00 am

Cost: $20 Members, $30 Guests
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14

LEARNING EXCHANGE
Pensions for Small Businesses

Presenter: Trevor Parry, Gordon B. Lang & Associates
Aurora Chamber of Commerce

14483 Yonge Street, Aurora
Time: 8:30 am – 10:30 am

Cost: $20 Members, $30 Guests

75 MARY ST., AURORA 905-713-2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

Second location now open: 213-225 The Queensway S., 
Unit 4, Keswick 905-535-2317

ORA 990055-7713-2

Celebrating 
18 Years 

in BusinessDon Smith

TABLE SOCCER TABLE SOCCER
ANYONE?ANYONE?

TABLE SOCCER 
ANYONE?

Quantities are limited 
so please shop early.

Pool tables 
also available. OnlyOnly

3493499999$$ SpecialSpecial
150150

+tax
$$

Drain,
clean & fill 

your Hot Tub... 

Enjoyment for the entire family!



Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association

Results, up to January 15, 2012

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca SPORTS
905-727-3300 Week of January 17, 2012theauroran.com

HOUSE LEAGUE
404 McDonald's/Blue  12 - Matthew

Cowl 2G, Greg Gatzopoulos 6G, Ryan
Funston-Clarke 1G, Robert Kniss 1G,
Ethan Edwards 2G.  407 McDonald's/Kelly
Green  6 - Casey Baek 1G, Aaron Preino
1G, Kevin Song 1G, Colby Harrison 2G,
Evan Winter 1G. 

404 McDonald's/Blue  8 - Johnathan
Avgousti 3G, Ethan Edwards 2G, Ryan
Funston-Clarke 1G, Greg Gatzopoulos 1G,
Cole Spragg 1G.   403 McDonald's/White
3 - Alex Jones 1G, Aidan Otoole 1G, Ethan
Moulds 1G.  

402 McDonald's/Gold  5 - Austin Martin
1G, Cameron Lang 3G, Ethan Joiner 1G.
404 McDonald's/Blue  2 - Ryan Funston-
Clarke 1G, Johnathan Avgousti 1G.

404 McDonald's/Blue  5 - Johnathan
Avgousti 1G, Ryan Funston-Clarke 2G,
Matthew Cowl 1G, Ethan Edwards 1G.  402
McDonald's/Gold  2 - Ethan Joiner 1G,
Cameron Lang 1G.  

601 Chouinard Bros.   3 - Matthew
Vassos 1G, Nicholas Robinson 1G, Jacob
Cowl 1G, David Townshend 1A, Cameron
End 1A, Jackson Clements 1A, Brendan
Dodd 1A. 607 Crabby Joes  0.

REP LEAGUE
Novice AA -  Aurora   2 - Gage

Gonsalves 1G, Anton Sopov 1G, Charles
Huxley 1A, Dylan Andersen 1A, Todd Cook
1A, Myles Graham 1A, Parker Holmes,
shutout. Jack Mac Farland, shutout.
Richmond Hill   0.       

Novice A -  Barrie   5.  Aurora  0.                 

Novice A -  Aurora  2 - Lucas De Palma
1G, Jake McMillan 1G, Ryan Fowler 1A.
Bradford   2. 

Novice A -  Aurora  4 - Ryan Cariou 1G,
Max Reeves 1G, Matthew Reid 1G, Jake
McMillan 1G, Ethan Solilo 2A,  Alex Morra
1A,  Gavin Loria 1A. Richmond Hill   4. 

Novice A -   Markham  4 .  Aurora  0.

Minor Atom AA -  Aurora  7 - Ethan
Cameron 1G, Jake Adams 1G 1A, Daniel
Gaeta 2G, Josh Lombard 1G 1A, Zachary
Kolm 1G, Harrison Bennett 2A, Carson
Maybury 1A, Jake Piper 1A, Evan Vierling
2A, Sam Lombard 1A.  Guelph   1.

Minor Atom AA -  Aurora  3 -  Zachary
Kolm 1G, Jake Piper 1G, Evan Vierling 1G,
Liam Mahoney 1A, Jake Adams 1A, Daniel
Gaeta 1A.  Georgina  2. 

Minor Atom AA -  Aurora  2. Ethan
Cameron 1G, Evan Vierling 1G, Jake
Adams 1A, Daniel Gaeta 1A.  Barrie   2.

Minor Atom AA -  Opponent  8.  Aurora
2 - Evan Vierling 1G, Jake Piper 1G, Carson
Maybury 1A, Sam Lombard 1A.  

Minor Atom AA - Aurora  6 - Evan
Vierling 1G 1A, Carter Beswick 1G 1A, Josh
Lombard 1G 1A, Dylan DaCosta 2G, Ethan
Cameron 1A, Andrew Langlois 1A, Zachary
Kolm 2A, Jake Adams 2A.  Georgina  1.

Minor Atom AE -  Aurora  2 - Joshua
Torres 1G, Liam Graham 1G, Carson Tidd
1A, Carson Klein 1A, Mitchell Weatherall
1A.    Barrie   2.

Minor Atom AE - Barrie  8.  Aurora  0.
Minor Atom AE -  Aurora  0.  

Georgina  0. 

Atom A -  Aurora  6 - Anthony DiPietro
2G 1A, Andrew Park 1G 1A, Jason Gage
1G, Anthony Iacovetta 1A,  Blair Crabbe 2A,
Spencer Morrison 1A, Adam Wloka 1A,
Craig Therkildsen 1A, Warren Hill 1A.
Orillia  3. 

Atom A -  Aurora  7 -  Tyler Sawyer 1G,
Anthony Iacovetta 1G 1A, Andrew Park 1G
3A, Anthony DiPietro 1G, Dylan Prescott
1A, Jack Campbell 1A, Camden Graham
1A.  Richmond Hill   1.    

Atom AE - Georgina  4. Aurora  1 -
Ryan McCartney 1G, Jeremy Gonsalves
1A, Carson Williams 1A. 

Atom AE - TNT  2.  Aurora  1 - Daniel
Babcock 1G.  

Atom AE -  Aurora  6 - Jeremy
Gonsalves 3G 1A, Carson Williams 1G,
Thomas Childerhose 1G, Noah Dempsey
2A,  Ryan McCartney 2A, Russell Tanaka
2A.  Markham  3 .

Minor Peewee AA -  Aurora  3 - Ty
Boisseau 1G 1A, Andrew Jorgensen 1A,
Matthew Ferry 1A,  Nate Legros 1A.
Stouffville 1.

Minor Peewee A -  Aurora  1.
Cobourg   0.

Minor Peewee A -  Aurora  6.
Nobleking  4. 

Minor Peewee A -  Aurora  2.  
Erindale  2.

Minor Peewee A -  Aurora  4.
Opponent  3.

Minor Peewee AE - Barrie  2.  Aurora
1 - Fin Reeves 1G, Nicholas Vamvakaris
1A.  

Minor Peewee AE -  Aurora  1 -
Nicholas Vamvakaris 1G, Fin Reeves 1A,
Peter Chimienti 1A, Anthony Palmieri,
shutout.  Newmarket  0.  

Peewee AA - Aurora  10.  Bradford  4.

Peewee AA -  Aurora  5.  Stouffville  2.

Peewee AA - Aurora 3.  Georgina  3. 

Peewee AA - Markham  5.  Aurora  1.

Peewee AE -  Aurora 5 - Jared Duthie
2G 1A, Hayden Edwards 1G 1A, Alexander
Simardone 1A.  Orillia  0.  

Peewee AE - Aurora  6 - Andrew
Sutherland 2G, Jeremy Rusnell 1G 2A, Eric
Pears 1G, Troy Campbell 1G, Jared Duthie
3A.  Orillia   1. 

Peewee AE -  Aurora  4 - Cameron Dyer
1G, Connor DeVogel 1G 1A, Troy Lane 1G.
Stouffville  4.

Peewee RS -  Aurora  7.  Uxbridge  0. 

Minor Midget AA -  Aurora  7 - Quentin
Campbell 2G 1A, Nick Scott 1G 1A, Blake
Wallace 1G, Andrew Quattrin 2A, Brett
Thiessen 2A, Ty Varga 2A, Cody DeAngelis
1A. New Tecumseth  2. 

Minor Midget A - Aurora  4 - Jordan
Nanos 1G, Liam Coll 1G, Liam Beresford
1G 1A, Erik Balkovec 2A,  Matthew Tozer
1A, James Thomson 1A, Alec Ground 1A.
Newmarket  3.

This Rec Sports team, consisting of Aurora players, won the The Kinsmen
Club of Meaford’s 32nd Annual Tim Cronin Memorial Hockey Tournament this
month. All proceeds from the event went to local charities. Pictured above in
the front row, left to right, are Bob Ince, Reid Hartley, Paul Statchuk, Scott
Shepperd, Joe Virtik, and Andrew Dalton. Behind them are Steve Heikkila,
Shayne Dysart, Trevor Williams, Chris Williams, Brandon Mulholland, Julian
Dalcin, and Ed Kilroy.

Aurora’s Minor Peewee A Tigers took the 2012 Nobleking Challenge Cup last weekend.
The Tigers had a strong round-robin series with wins over the Cobourg Cougars 1-0,
the Nobleking Knights 6-4, and a 2-2 tie with the Erindale Spitfires. With their undefeat-
ed record, the Tigers earned first placing and a spot in the final against Erindale. The
Tigers beat Erindale 4-3 to capture the championship. “The coaches and parents are
extremely proud of the teamwork and determination of all 17 players to date in the 
season and are excited for a very long 2012 playoff run,” said team officials.
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ELECTRONIC WASTE
RECYCLING EVENT

computers & peripherals (cables and 
cords), laptops, monitors, keyboards, 
copiers, VCRs, copier/fax machines, cell 
phones/pagers, printers, scanners, hard 
drives, TV, stereo & video equipment, 
shredders, gaming consoles, home theatre 
systems, radios, telephones and more!

household and kitchen appliances; 
refrigerators, stoves, ovens, microwaves, 
air conditioners, vacuums, toasters, 
blenders, etc.

Saturday, January 21, 2012*
Bring all your unwanted or obsolete electronic devices to

278 Wellington St. E. (enter off of Industrial Pkwy. N.)
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Hosted by Mayor Dawe

RECYCLEYOURELECTRONICS.ca

*

Sponsored by

905 222 2022
www.auroraonline.com

                                                        

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

A week of highs and lows for the Tigers
By Kevin Michie

One huge letdown, fol-

lowed by one huge victory. 

That sums up the previous

week for the Aurora Tigers.

The Tigers entered play last

Tuesday on a hot streak of

sorts, winning three of their first

four games to kick off 2012.

They put that hot streak on the

line against the Huntsville

Otters on Tuesday.

Aurora came out with what

looked like tired looking legs,

as this game was their fifth

game in eight days, which par-

ticularly unusual for the OJHL

schedule.

The club looked to shake

the rust off not too long after,

however, as Ryan Johnson

and Jarrett Fennell both man-

aged to score, giving the

Tigers a 2-0 lead. About mid-

way through the second frame,

Aurora added another thanks

to Andrew Goldberg. If not for

Huntsville goaltender Michael

Doan, the lead would have

been much larger and through

the third period, his strong

goaltending proved to make a

significant difference.

The Otters came out firing

in the third, notching two power

play goals within the first six

minutes to cut the Aurora lead

to one. Off of an odd-man rush

The St. Andrew's Saints celebrating following their overtime win Friday night. 
Auroran photo by Kevin Michie

St. Andrew’s hosts 
MacPherson tournament

By Kevin Michie

The 29th annual
MacPherson high school hock-
ey tournament took place this
weekend, featuring the host
school St. Andrew's College as
well as a host of other schools
from Ontario, Québec and New
York State.

The event, which draws very
well every year, proved once
again to bring big crowds out
and big name hockey scouts as
well. 

Hockey officials from NHL
teams, including the Toronto
Maple Leafs, junior hockey
teams and NCAA teams all had
representatives to scout some of
brightest talent amateur hockey
has to offer.

St. Andrew's College rolled
through the round-robin with a
perfect 3-0 record, defeating
Mount Carmel Catholic High
School, Appleby College and St.
Francis High School. The game
against St. Francis drew the
biggest crowd, filling up the
Aurora Community Centre on
Friday night.

The captain of St. Andrew's,
Greg Jansz, said the experience
of playing in front of a sold out
arena was thrilling for himself
and his teammates.

"It's pretty cool actually, I've
never experienced anything like
it," said Greg, following the win
over St. Francis on Friday night.
"I'll remember this for the rest of
my life."

St. Andrew's was eventually
defeated by Upper Canada
College in the semi-finals, and
as a result, were relegated to the
consolation championship. The
result was disappointing for the
squad, as they were attempting
to defend their tournament
championship that they had won
the year before.

"I think there is always the
expectation that we do well in
our own tournament," said
David Manning, the Saints head
coach. "As a school community I

think that expectation is always
there, not so much just because
we won it last year, but because
it always nice to win our home
tournament."

The consolation champi-
onship matched up St. Andrews
and St. Francis for the second
time in the tournament on
Sunday morning. The Saints
prevailed once again, defeating
the New York based St. Francis
2-1 in a shootout. 

The championship game
featured Upper Canada
College, which defeated St.
Andrew's to get there, and the
Quebec based Stanstead
College, which beat St. Francis
on their way to the final. In the
end, Stanstead came out on
top, defeating Upper Canada 2-
1 in a thrilling double overtime
game. 

Stanstead featured the only
player in the tournament that
was named to the NHL Central
Scouting mid-season rankings,

Mark Jankowski. The center
from Quebec was ranked num-
ber 74 for North American
skaters. His strong performance
at the tournament, where he
racked up 11 points in five
games, should move him up the
rankings at the end of the NHL
season.

To go along with the spec-
tacular hockey, St. Andrews
hosted a special luncheon on
Friday, with special guest
speaker Marc Crawford, former
NHL head coach and Stanley
Cup champion. Crawford spoke
at length to the large crowd, but
focused his attention on the
eight high school teams in atten-
dance.

Before introducing Mr.
Crawford, St. Andrew's
Headmaster Kevin McHenry
confirmed that the 30th addition
of the MacPherson tournament
was already in the works, and
plans will be announced later in
the year.

during another Huntsville

power play, Aurora was able to

restore their two goal lead

thanks to Kory Kennedy.

The lead didn't last long

however, as Huntsville was

able to strike twice more, and

once again, both were on the

power play, giving the Otters

four power play goals on the

night and a 4-4 tie.

Aurora survived the rest of

the third and managed to take

the game to overtime, securing

at least one point. That one

point, though, would be as far

as the club would get. The two

teams skated into a shootout,

where Huntsville eventually

won the game.

The shootout loss marked

the fifth in a row for the club,

dating back to Nov. 5.

Defenseman Brandon Barletta

said that the entire team is real-

ly perplexed with the clubs

shootout troubles.

"It's tough to deal with," said

Mr. Barletta. "We work on

[shootouts] in practice every

day. I don't know what we need

to do."

The Tigers head coach,

James Richmond, was equally

confused, but said he was

more frustrated with his team's

lack of discipline in the third

period, which lead to four

power play goals against his

club.

"We played undisciplined in

the third period [and] took some

really bad penalties," he said.

"Penalties cost us today but

hopefully they learned a lesson.

"We're not going to go too

deep playing like that."

The club showed that they

are capable of bouncing back,

however, when they travelled

to Georgetown on Saturday to

take on the West Division lead-

ing Raiders.

The Tigers opened the

scoring about 14 minutes into

the opening frame, thanks to

Mr. Fennell and that turned out,

in the end, to be all the Tigers

needed. Backup goaltender

Kevin Entmaa shut the door for

the remainder of the game,

making 34 saves for the

shutout.

The win over Georgetown

is very big considering the

tough schedule that Aurora

faces down the stretch. The

final nine games will see

Aurora play Stouffville once,

Markham twice and the North

Division leading Newmarket

Hurricanes twice, including this

Thursday in Newmarket.

Mr. Richmond admitted that

the final nine games will really

show what the Tigers are

capable of in the playoffs but

said that getting there will not

be easy.

"The boys coughed one up

today and our last [nine]

games are pretty tough," said a

confident-sounding Mr.

Richmond following the loss to

Huntsville. "It's not going to get

easier."

Following the game in

Newmarket on Thursday, the

Tigers will travel to Markham to

take on the Waxers on Friday

and will wrap up their weekend

by completing a home-and-

home with Markham.

Puck drop for Saturday

night's game is scheduled for

7.30 p.m. at the Aurora

Community Centre. 

Taylor McCloy of the Tigers takes a second period
face-off against Huntsville on Thursday night.

Auroran photo by Kevin Michie
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Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3434$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 42 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE
Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

A TRUE STORY 
“A few weeks ago a car swerved into my lane while 

I was driving home from dinner with my parents. Lucky
for us, I was well prepared. Young Drivers of Canada,
you saved our lives!”

Other drivers make mistakes. Knowing how to drive
safely means having the skills to react to the unexpect-
ed. We teach these live-saving skills everyday. Trust
Young Drivers of Canada to prepare the new driver in
your family for the road ahead.

NEXT COURSE STARTS: 
JANUARY 28TH
TWO WEEKENDS

to afford registration fees and
expensive equipment.' The
truth is that right here in Aurora
organized sports are simply
out of reach. Last year, Sport
Aurora became a community
partner with the Canadian Tire
Jump Start program. Through
that relationship we will be
helping the Canadian Tire
Fund so that kids can play in
our Town."

The organization is also
looking at ways to enhance
participation, build capacity,
improve integration and help
coaches. To do this, they are
ramping up efforts to enable
and encourage female coach-
es to step up to the plate, said
Mr. Weese, and help orient
potential coaches to sports
and training in the National
Coaching Cer tif ication
Program. 

"The Women in Coaching
program is to recruit, train, and
retain coaches and encourage
our young athletes to become
more involved, specifically
women to become more
involved, in our sport organiza-
tions," said Laurie Mueller of
the program. "[The Committee]
will help recruit women and to
offer this program to break
down barriers that women
have in terms of coaching and
setting foot on the field. 

"For whatever reason, we,
as women, feel nervous about
approaching the field. We try to
break down the barriers, so
this program offers women,
free of charge, their chances to
learn how to coach kids and
this program is able to reach
out to them."

The Women in Sport pro-
gram is expected to get off the
ground this spring.

Additional funds from the
Trillium Grant will also go
towards helping Aurora estab-
lish its own sports hall of fame,
and enable Sport Aurora to
better communicate with par-
ticipants, residents, and com-
munity partners online. 

For the Trillium Foundation,
with the proposal Sport Aurora
came armed with, they were
happy to have them "knocking
on their door", according to
Trillium's John Pugsley.

"I think the professionalism
and the way the application
was presented says to us that
we have got a number of com-
mitted organizations in the
community that are members
of Sport Aurora," he said. "We
reached 10 - 12 thousand
young athletes and volunteers
throughout the year. There is
tremendous impact in that for
our organization. It is not an
investment into a single organ-
ization necessarily, it is an
investment into about 20 to 25
organizations in Aurora and
that had a great deal of appeal
to us.

Sport Aurora receives record grant

Aurora will honour its sports 
heroes and heroines 

By Brock Weir

Aurora could soon have
its own Sports Hall of Fame. 

Although Sport Aurora
previously made its inten-
tions for a Sports Hall of
Fame known to the public,
the plans took a significant
step forward with 
the $204,000 grant 
from Ontario's Trillium
Foundation. 

According to Ron
Weese, President of Sport
Aurora, the initiative is now
being spearheaded by a
committee consisting of,
among others, Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe, Councillor
John Abel, local business
owner Brian Larter, and the
Aurora Historical Society.

"The Historical Society is
here because we really
believe this is a heritage
issue," said Mr. Weese. "We
want to make sure we have
adequate representation
from all groups of people in
the Town."

"It is a big task and we're
going to need the help of a
lot of people to bring for-
ward the names that have
really represented Aurora
over the years," added Reg
Chappell, who is working on
bringing the Sports Hall of
Fame to fruition. "The bot-
tom line is we have to put a
plan together...and do our
homework. 

"We need the sporting
community to help build this
into something very spe-
cial."

The Town of Aurora will
be part of the process in
securing a location for the
Sports Hall of Fame, and a
number of ideas are being
kicked around.

"We're going through a
process right now of con-
tacting about a dozen

municipalities and that is
what we are doing through
my office, to find out just
how they set up theirs and
what their facilities are,
what the Town's involve-
ment was, and hopefully get
that back to the next board
meeting which is the first
week in February," said
Mayor Dawe.

The announcement of
Sport Aurora's hefty grant
from the Trillium Foundation
was made in a special pres-
entation in the Aurora
Council Chambers on
Wednesday evening. At the
event, famed hockey broad-
caster Brian MacFarlane -
and a member of the
Hockey Hall of Fame
Himself - was on hand to
lend his support for the proj-
ect and provide a few ideas
of his own.

"I think it is a wonderful
thing that you are going to
have a Hall of Fame here to
honour the athletes who
came here, to honour the
athletes who played here,
and did wonderful things in
the past. I'll say one who
came to my attention who
was born in Aurora was
Harry 'Hap' Holmes - goal-
tender for the Toronto
Maple Leafs, who was on
[Toronto's] first Stanley Cup
Team in 1914.

"He went on to play on
three more Stanley Cup
Teams, another one in
Toronto and two more in the
[western Canada]. Holmes
had an amazing career and
30 years after he retired - I
don't know why they waited
so long - but they finally
inducted him into the
Hockey Hall of Fame. I bet
he is going to be one of
your choices to honour the
greats of the past."

In his presentation, Mr.

MacFarlane underscored
the importance that sport
plays in shaping the lives of
young people and this
Trillium grant will go
towards that end. Whether it
is a grant for a sailing club
in Meaford, ON, that first
introduces kids to sailing
out on the Great Lakes,
assisting single parents in
enrolling their kids in sports
clubs, or helping them set
foot to ice closer to home,
the Foundation does 
"wonderful work", he said.

"My dad took me aside
when I was 16 years old
and said, 'If you don't stop
playing hockey you will
never amount to anything.
You have been skipping
school, the principal's mad
at you', and I ignored it and
kept playing hockey. I kept
skipping school. I got to
play on a junior team, got to
play against Jean Beliveau
in the playoffs one year,
then, of all things, I got a
scholarship to a U.S. col-
lege. 

"I got on the bus one day
in Ottawa and who was
there but the principal. He
said, 'Well, MacFarlane,
what are you going to do
with your life next year?' I
said, "Sir, I'm going to a col-
lege in the United States on
a scholarship,' and he burst
out laughing. He thought
that was ridiculous.

"I made a vow that I
would come back with my
graduation certificate and
thrust it in his face and say,
'Look what I did!' He passed
away when I was a sopho-
more so I was really disap-
pointed."

Who would you like to
see inducted into Aurora's
Sports Hall of Fame? 
Email your suggestions to 
letters@auroran.com.

"We're thrilled - it made my
job quite easy looking at [the
proposal] and knowing the
detailed plans are there. The
investment made a great deal
of sense to us."

Sport Aurora does a great
deal of work to enhance the
quality of life in Aurora accord-
ing to Newmarket-Aurora MPP
Frank Klees, who leant his
endorsement to the efforts. 

"There is a great deal of
work done through the volun-
teer efforts," said Mr. Klees.
"Clearly what this grant is
going to do first is to advance
the sport and recreation pro-
gram. It is going to further
assist Sport Aurora to make

accessible sport for many of
the children who otherwise
might not be able to access
sporting and recreational
activities. 

"In the final analysis, this
team put together the propos-
al for the Trillium Foundation
and did an excellent job and I
commend them for it because
it is a complex process. For
them to be able to get the sig-
nificant grant of $204,000
speaks first to all the dedica-
tion of our volunteers and the
program team leaders who
were able to articulate and
make the case for the need. 

"To have that accepted by
Trillium is a credit to them all."

From page 1

Sport Aurora received a record grant from Ontario’s Trillium Foundation in a
ceremony at Town Hall on Wednesday night. Pictured above are, left to right,
Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of Parks and Recreation, John Pugsley of the
Trillium Foundation, MPP Frank Klees, broadcaster Brian MacFarlane, Sport
Aurora’s Ron Weese and Mayor Geoffrey Dawe.                                       

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

14993 Yonge Street, Suite 201
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1M5

Tel: 289-466-5196
chrynyk@monarchwealth.ca
www.monarchwealth.ca

Chris Hrynyk 
Financial Advisor 

RRSP   TFSA   Mutual Funds
    RESP     GIC Pension Transfers
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DAWG HOUSE
Sports

Dawg House Sports 
Sharpening * Sticks * Hockey Accessories

220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 27, Aurora
905-727-1995

Bring your team to 
Dawg House Sports 

for a 

in our 
Radar Shooting Lane 

Hockey Stick 

Bring your team to

Sale20% OFF
all sticks until January 31, 2012

Attention Coaches

HARDEST SHOT COMPETITION 

Pizza for the kids 
is on us.

A & F Hair Elite
In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3
Tel: 905-727-6212

~Since 1970~

Next to No Frills
14

Time flies, and suddenly
the middle of January has
arrived.

The ongoing sales of
leftover merchandise from
Christmas catches our
interest with merchants
scrambling to prepare
shelving space for the
approaching spring retail
season.

Flowering bulbs, harbin-
gers of spring, will soon
appear in stores providing a
lift for senior spirits, even as
we deal with old man win-
ter!

In winter gardens, bulbs
lie hidden and dormant, but
waiting patiently while an
early warm spell has the
power to encourage growth,
and even flowering. The
cold of winter governs the
season for spring bulbs,
and early flowering is
doomed to failure – but no
doubt exists in our minds
that an infant spring lies
ahead. Full of life, the bulbs
will be ready to race for the
light and warmth of the sun,

when the time is just right!
Wishing for the winter

months to fly by as quickly
as the good weather
months is a wish in vain
and we continue on with
dirty cars, windshield wash-
er fluid and ice scrapers,
while bundled warmly
against low temperatures
and inclement weather.

Outdoor activities for
seniors include short walks,
a little longer for dog own-
ers, and little else seniors
wish to do!

Seniors, particularly
some women, show a pro-
found interest in shopping,
with the kind of interest oth-
ers reserve for different
hobbies. Women are more
practical than men and are
eager to find bargains by
clear and wide margins.

Good shopping provides
physical exercise, stimu-
lates the mind, resulting in
well thought out determined
shopping strategies.
Shoppers with good strate-
gies procure only that which

is necessary, positively
impacting family budgets.

Cash saved by purchas-
ing marked down merchan-
dise is a real benefit to a
family’s budget, and pro-
vides an emotional boost
when done well.

All of the foregoing
applies to everybody,
including seniors, who ben-
efit by taking extra time to
look at ads and to shop
patiently, while carefully
comparing quality and pric-
ing. The pleasure of the
shopping moment and com-
peting sales provide sen-
iors with the opportunity to
be creative with available
money.  

Healthy commerce indi-
cates healthy manufactur-
ing and a sound economy,
so while seniors wend their
way through retired life qui-
etly, they should be in no
doubt that they represent
an integral and important
part of the total economy.

A choral extravaganza
featuring nine choirs includ-

ing the Evergreen Choir,
catches everybody’s atten-
tion, and this event will take
place at the Richmond Hill
Centre for the Performing
Arts on January 29.

On January 18, the
annual Memorial Service
honouring those who have
passed takes place in the
lounge and the choir will
perform three songs adding
the beauty of music to the
dignity of ceremony.
Passing is an unavoidable,
sad part of life, but remem-
bering friends and celebrat-
ing good life allows for clo-
sure and personal tribute.

The choir has added
members this past year and
has enjoyed a busy and
successful season. They
sang at Roy Thomson Hall
last year as part of the “Big
Sing” with 1,000 voices
experiencing a musical thrill
second to none.

The Evergreen singers
enjoyed great excitement at
this outstanding event by
exercising their trained

voices in unison with so
many others. This demon-
stration of the power of sen-
iority to excel by continuing
to participate in life
deserves our collective
admiration.

As the weather grows
colder, the mood to remem-
ber good times or plan new
ones captures the 
imagination .

Writing about the
Evergreen Choir draws my
meandering mind to the
Opera Group, which is lead
by Jytte Gillies.

Some of the meetings
organised by Jytte have
been impressive, employing
great operatic music to
entertain all those in atten-
dance. Great opera pro-
vides senior spirits with the
power to soar as high as
the music. If you expect to
shake the doldrums of win-
ter blues, good music is
highly effective, particularly
when in the company of
opera enthusiasts lead by
Jytte.

The Opera Group meets
the second and fourth
Thursday each month at
10.00 a.m., and regardless
of your knowledge of opera,
you will find a cheery wel-
come and the promise of
uplifting music.

For those seniors in
need of refresher courses
in any branch of computing,
or basic computer instruc-
tion, now is the time to sign
up for courses with the
Computer Club. Computer
instruction opens a door to
the mystery of computing
and is within the reach of
anybody who makes a real-
istic attempt to put practical
use to what the instructor
taught.

The intimidation factor
diminishes rapidly with
each lesson; confidence
soars with the first e-mail
received or sent.

Few seniors fail with
computing when they make
reasonable effort, so why
not join the ranks of the
computer accomplished?

Senior Scape

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Retail Therapy

Water meter switch-out still on track
By Brock Weir

Aurora's water meter
replacement pilot project is still
on track for this year despite
efforts from Councillor Evelyn
Buck before the New Year to put
the brakes on it. 

At a meeting last month,
Councillor Buck expressed her
opposition to a recommenda-
tion to approve the pilot pro-
gram, which would see select
residential water meters
removed and replaced with the
old ones tested for efficiencies,
so close to the end of the year.

"I have [concern] that we are
now approving expenditures at
the end of the working year of
2011," said Councillor Buck. "I
don't think it is the time to be
authorizing expenditures out of
last year's budget. Any monies
that have not been spent in the
2011 Budget by this time of year
cannot and should not be spent
and whatever expenditures that
are going to happen from this
point on should appear in the
2012 budget and not in the 2011
budget."

The project, however, has
been part of the Town's work
plan for a significant amount of
time, according to Town
Treasurer Dan Elliott, and said it
was "several years past due" in
the Town's capital program. He
suggested the pilot project will
afford them the opportunity to
present a full case to Council
before moving forward to the
second phase of the project. 

This phase, he added, could
include radioed metering within
the Town, which would eliminate
the need for Town employees to
go from home to home, or busi-
ness to business, manually tak-
ing down meter numbers.

The plan found favour with
the majority of Council, including
Councillor Wendy Gaertner,
who said it would also go
towards addressing the matter
of water loss - an issue with
which the Town has been grap-
pling for years. 

"We recently had discus-
sions around the table of trying

to figure out where we are hav-
ing our water loss and those
[existing] meters are very old,"
she said. "It is possible that they
are not very accurate, so doing
a pilot program to see what we
are actually not capturing with
our older meters would help us
understand our water loss. 

"I know it is important to
Council, so I think it is prudent
to move forward."

Councillor Michael
Thompson agreed that there is
"value in the information" that
could come from this pilot proj-
ect and that it would be the first
in a number of "dominos" to fall
in rectifying the issue. For
Councillor Chris Ballard it was
time to get a move on with the
project.

"We have discussed the
merits of trying to figure out
where the water is leaking
away to, and Councillor Buck
has talked numerous times of

trying to plug those leaks, and
this is the way to do it."

With Council's approval, this
pilot project will examine the
accuracy of existing meters.
This information will be used to
determine the best schedule to
replace deteriorating metres.
50 meters around the Town will
be replaced and tested and the
results will also indicate water
loss. 

"As part of the pilot project,
Town staff will install newer
technology meters which prom-
ise longer accuracy lives and
silent operation, while also
being able to notify the Town or
the property owners of water
issues such as apparent private
side leaks, reverse flows, or
meter tampering," said Mr.
Elliott in his report to Council.

"The effectiveness and
ease of use of these new
meters will be evaluated during
the pilot project. New meters

installed during this pilot would
remain in our inventory until
their expected useful life
expires."

The cost for the pilot project
of 50 meters - including their
removal and replacement, test-
ing, and the installation and
operation of the radio system -
comes to $20,352.
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
Zach at zach@auroran.com, or John at John@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery! 

The Auroran is starting to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

Top quality guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe Repairs & 
New Installations

416-568-6928

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN SERVICES
For all your 

household needs. 

  H

(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 
downtown transportation. –From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  •  www.eco-limo.ca

Cleaning Service •   Commercial/residential ...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING 

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

• Customized Services • Same Professional and Reliable Staff • Insured & Bonded
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call or email for an in-home consultation 
loliver@rogers.com

DOUG
THOMPSON CONTRACTING Ltd.

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

Call Doug: 905-836-2792
• Quality Workmanship Guaranteed. Family Owned and Operated since 1988

• Additions • Renovations • Custom Interiors
• Bathrooms • Basements • Century Home Restorations

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil EnhancemeIest & Disease ControlP

StructIee PruningrTTrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTIent

orcemental Reinffotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

TREE CARE

HANDYMAN

MOVERS

PET SERVICES

CONTRACTOR

CLEANERS

PAINTER

PLUMBER

DENTAL

AUTO
BUSINESS SERVICES

LIMOUSINE

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 
905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

59$From *
NEW Winshields 
 188$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

since it goes directly to the "Welcoming Arms" Ministry. Open weekday
mornings, 9.30 a.m, to 11.30 a.m. and  Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30
p.m. The  Bag Sale happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * *
At the request of its director, Richard Heinzle, the Evergreen Choir's

time of practice will be increased to 90 minutes. Registration is now avail-
able at the front desk of the Aurora Seniors' Centre for the season until
June 2012. The fee for the coming sessions remains the same: $50 per
member. New members are always welcome. It is not necessary to be able
to read music, nor will you be asked to audition, to enjoy being part of this
experience. In addition to its regular Christmas and Spring concerts, the
group will also perform at the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts
on Sunday, January 29th, 2012. For more information call the seniors' desk
at 905-726-4767.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To Grandmothers group, meets

monthly to raise awareness, generate funds and lobby on behalf of the
grandmother care-givers in AIDS-ravaged Africa.  For more information call
Kay at 905-841-9318 or Joan at 905-727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St. Andrew's Presbyterian

Church, corner of Victoria and Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon meets every
Tuesday at 8 p.m. at the Aurora United Church on Yonge Street.  For more
information go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on the fourth

Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North. Visitors are welcome for only $2. For more infor-
mation call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a capella Sweet Adelines

chorus, a group of women who gather Tuesday evenings at the Old Fire
Hall, Newmarket, to sing, share in the harmony of friendship and learn the
barbershop art form. York Highlands is always looking for new women who
share the love of a capella music. Call Karen at 905-726-2113 or e-mail
Vikki at information@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-Newmarket's award winning

chorus, is looking for male singers. The group meets every Wednesday
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire Hall, 140 Main Street South, in
Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first Wednesday of each month

at the Aurora Legion. New members are welcome. Call 905-727-5012 for
more information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions, have moved to their new meeting place at the Aurora

Legion in the Coulson Hall where they have three meetings per month. The
second Monday of the month is the dinner meeting at 7 p.m., the third
Tuesday is the business meeting at 7.30 p.m. and the fourth Monday is a
dinner meeting at 7 p.m. The club is welcoming people to come out to the
meetings to see what the Aurora Lions are all about and consider joining
the Lions and reach out to the community in many events. For further
details go to their website at www.auroralionscanada.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday night at Gabriel's

Restaurant on Yonge Street. New members are welcome. For further infor-
mation, go to their website at www.rotaryaurora.com

* * * *
Meet for lunch and a sense of community at Martha's Table, based in

St. Andrew's Hall at Aurora's Presbyterian Church. The thriving, volunteer-
run program reopens September 1. Lunch, featuring soup, sandwiches, and
dessert, is offered between 11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. Net receipts go to
local charities. The hall is on the corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new members. You

do not have to be a police officer nor are you required to read music to vol-
unteer. The group rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m.
For further information, contact the chorus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or
the co-ordinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension
6717.

* * * *
Aurora's Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at Cardinal Carter School

from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program for 12 years and older boys
and girls.

* * * *
Queen's York Rangers Army cadet corps has openings for boys and

girls aged 12 to 18. The group parades every Friday night between 7 and 9
p.m. There is no membership fee and those in high school can earn com-
munity service hours through the program. For further information, call 905-
726-8600.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children's Chorus welcomes treble voices. It is a choir

dedicated to nurturing and providing opportunities for children to express
their musical abilities. The chorus is open to boys and girls ages 5-17.
Contact the general director at keepsinging@rogers.com.

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is looking for volun-

teers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day Program. The positions call
for a commitment of a few hours a week at its Aurora location. Various times
are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for boys and

girls, age three to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and girls,
Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial
Parkway South. For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the Community Bible

Church on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For
more information e-mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Friday mornings  at St. Andrews'

Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are needed and
beginners are welcome. For more information, call Agnes at 905-841-2747.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first and third

Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of
Wellington. For more information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each month at

the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each month at 57
Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call
905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity Anglican

Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora Legion at 7.30
p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly meetings at

the Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers. Contact Beverley Varcoe at
905-953-9709.

Thank you for supporting 
The Auroran 

“At Your Service” Businesses
For more information call 905-727-7128

Thank you for supporting 
The Auroran 

“At Your Service” Businesses
For more information call 905-727-7128

COMING EVENTS
From page 2
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VideosVideos

Our        Town

Our        Town

WatchWatch

Thank you to our videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

 
CALENDAR

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Watch community just posted

Watch for new community videos each week. If you have an upcoming event and would 
like it covered by theauroran.com please have your event co-ordinator email cynthia@auroran.com

for upcoming events
on our outstanding...

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with Alison
Collins-Mrakas

EVENT

Go to the site using your smartphone. Here’s how:
1. On your  ‘Smart Phone’  browser go to getscanlife.com and download the free application
Scanlife.com reader (or any app you prefer) onto your phone.
2. Press the download button when the site auto-detects your device. 
3. The app will be downloaded to your phone.
Click on the ScanLife icon to scan QR codes or barcodes.

“Our Town”
with 

 

Shows from the Market 

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to www.theauroran.com click “Events”

If you don’t have a smart phone, go to 
www.theauroran.com –click on the video –to go to TVA

Alison 

• St. Joseph’s Catholic School 50th Anniversary
• Artists in the Valley
• Central York Fire Services Open House 
• Sport Aurora Awards 
• OJHL Highlights
 

Collins-Mrakas

www.aurorafarmersmarket.tv

& much more... go to www.theauroran.com

K.O. Creations 
Cocoa Cannelle 
Chef: Mr. Spinners 
Chef: Pascal
Jan’s Country Pantry
FERRET GIRL -Colin Haskin
Nov 26 Indoor Farmers 
Market - Cultural Centre

www.theauroran.com

Watch Thurs. 
7 p.m.

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 1,000,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each year!

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

The Town of Aurora passed a Council resolution last year that would have allowed
them to seek to recover the $55,000+ of public money spent in former mayor Phyllis
Morris' defamation suit against three local bloggers, among others, if she had been
successful. 

Now that Ms. Morris has dropped the suit, 
should the Town still seek to recover the money? 

AURORAN  POLL
VOTE

Please participate in our POLL 
go to www.theauroran.com - scroll to the 
bottom right side of the home page to... 
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2 YES, it was a misuse       
of Public money

19 %
NO, It would cost more      

money to pursue it

2 %
UNSURE

(115) (29)

.6 .7.7

(4)

Are you a multi- tasker? Creative thinker? Pass ionate
about sales? This might be just the opportunity you’ve
been looking for.

Responsibilities include:
• Service and expand existing accounts through 

maintaining good customer relations and developing 
sales programs that meet advertisers’ business needs.

• Prospect for new accounts including researching 
advertisers in competing publications and reviewing 
new businesses in the area.

• Establish and renew advertising contracts.
• Collect, process, and proof Clients’ ads for 

completeness and accuracy.
• Provide Composing with clear and organized 

instructions / designs for ads.
• Negotiate rates with Clients, subject to Department 

restrictions, and to assist Accounting with the 
collection of accounts.

• Accurately complete run sheets to ensure accounting 
maintains current files on all Clients.

• Respond to incoming telephone inquiries concerning 
advertising services.

• Address customer concerns in a timely and 
appropriate manner.

• Attain and/or surpass sales targets.

The successful candidate will:
• be action-oriented, creative, customer focused, result

driven and have the ability to maintain composure at
all times 

• have sound knowledge of sales and marketing
practices

• have excellent communication skills, verbal and written
• have the ability to work indiviually and as a team with 

minimum supervision
• have strong computer knowledge in Microsoft Office; 

experience with design applications an asset
• have the ability to meet deadlines and work under

pressure
• be extremely organized and detail oriented
• have strong time management skills
• have strong presentation skills

Qualifications:
• College Diploma in business, marketing 

or related field preferred 
or 3 years sales experience.

• Valid driver’s license and 
good driving record

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates 
should forward 

their resume and cover letter to  
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

Full Time Advertising 
Sales Representative

                                                                      
                    Visit us @: www.mainlineservices.com 

Must have commercial cleaning experience with own car; valid driving 
record & no criminal record.  Willing to work evenings 4pm-1am & 
Sat., F/T or P/T. Speak & Read English, Call 416-741-2111 ext. 237 

CARPET CLEANERS WANTED 

To book your route please
email Zach at zach@auroran.com,

or John at john@auroran.com

ONCE A WEEK DELIVERY

We are looking for youth and adult 
carriers to join our delivery team!

The Auroran is switching 
to carrier delivery. 

Carrier routes are available 
all areas.

Visit the Aurora Farmers’  
Market and Artisan Fair

on the following dates: 

January 28, 
February 25 

and March 31
in the Aurora Cultural
Centre at Church and

Victoria Streets.

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS to join our 
friendly team. FT/PT position required 

Competitive wages, no weekends, no evenings.
Drivers needed.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message between
8.30 a.m. and 5 p.m.

CAREER

CLEAN WATER

FOR SALE

Simcoe-York Group of Newspapers is currently hiring for
the position of Editor at one of our local newspapers. 

The editor will be expected to:
• Produce several bylined new and feature stories each 

week
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted 

for publication
• Take photographs
• Show proficiency at using social media, Mac 

computers, and QuarkXPress, InDesign, Photoshop and 
other programs necessary for the publication of a 
weekly newspaper

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

Qualifications:
• Diploma in journalism preferred
• Candidates should have experience working on 

the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

The ideal candidate will have a distinct 
willingness to cover both community 
events, local politics, and be able 
to work in a team-oriented
yet self-motivated 
environment. 

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates should 
forward their cover 

letter and resume to
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com 

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

EDITOR

ONE OF NORTH
AMERICA’S largest finan-
cial services companies is
rapidly expanding in this
area. If you desire a
dynamic career with
excellent income poten-
tial, call Ruth Greaves at
1-888-240-4767.

DELIVERY DRIVER WANT-
ED. Part-Time, Monday to
Friday. Some heavy lifting.
905-727-1567. 

tkwok@trebent.com

THOMAS KWOK
Broker

905-889-2200
Dir: 416-399-2128

Bayview Realty Inc., Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated

291 RIVER RIDGE BLVD
Bayview/Wellington

$739,900
Asking 

SOLD
SOLD

Prestigious Bayview Meadows. Approx.
3400 sq. ft. 3 years new. 3 car tandem
garage in a quiet upscale neighbourhood.
Exclusive listing. 

SAVE           
Limited time Mail-in Rebate Offer
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For more information call: 
905-713-6326 F
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Water Treatment your whole family 
will benefit from!

UP
 TO 300$

NORDHEIMER UPRIGHT
cabinet grand piano,  with origi-
nal stool. $580. Please email
bob@auroran.com. 

VIDEOGRAPHER to film
community events in and
around Aurora. By appoint-
ment only. (Student or
retired) Call 905-751-6013.

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD
Maple Queen Anne style
Buffet, great condition.
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for sale as
well. Call 905-727-6497. 

VINTAGE FURNISHINGS for
sale. Couches, love seats,
chairs from the 1950s and
60s. Good condition. Prices on
enquiry. Call 905-727-6497.
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Stitching quilts 
with a message

By Brock Weir

While musicians put the

finishing touches on a new

spin on a good ole' fashioned

barn raising for Round the

Bend Farm, the Aurora

Cultural Centre is gearing up

for a good ole' fashioned

quilting bee.

Residents will be invited

to leave their mark on a

"community quilt" in the

Cultural Centre's blue gallery

as part of an exhibition of art

quilts by Aurora's Angela

Krotowski in "Story Quilts:

The Threads that Bind Us - a

40 Year Retrospective."

"A frame, fabric blocks,

design and all the necessary

materials will be on hand,

including a technical drawing

on how to make a stitch,"

according to Jane Taylor of

the Aurora Cultural Centre.

"With public participation,

this quilt will grow over the

weeks of the show [and] the

finished product will be

donated to a local charity." 

In addition to this, Ms.

Krotowski will also hold two

"Pioneer Ways in Sewing"

workshops for kids seven

and up to make their own

fabric block during March

Break. 

"Angela was born in

Saskatchewan, and has

made Aurora her home for

the past 21 years," said Ms.

Taylor. "A self-taught quilter,

this was unquestionably the

art form that provided her

with such freedom of expres-

sion. She started quilting in

the late 1950s and then start-

ed the Etobicoke Quilters

Guild in 1974 and the

Moraine Quilt Guild in 2000.

"This is the first retrospec-

tive of Angela's work at home

in Aurora. The exhibition will

feature over 40 quilts in the

Centre's Blue and Red

Galleries along with displays

of artefacts highlighting his-

toric quilting practices,

including heritage pieces,

needs, patterns and photos.

Her first large scale work -

My First Quilt (1959) will be

featured, as well as a classic

Dresden Plate, a restored log

cabin quilt from the 1930s

and Job Tears."

According to Ms. Taylor in

the height of the 1980s, Ms.

Krotowski infused her quilts

with her political views,

including one protesting

budget cuts to the National

Action Committee on the

Status of Women.

The artist will host a

reception for her work on

Sunday, March 4 from 1 - 4

p.m. at the Centre and all are

welcome. The exhibit opens

February 9 and runs through

March 31.  

Student artists dominate
Cultural Centre

By Brock Weir

Budding artists had their
moment to shine at the Aurora
Cultural Centre last week in an
exhibition of works by Aurora
High School students.

The Centre's Red and Blue
Galleries were filled with bright
and vivid works ranging from
penetrating close-ups of an owl's
eyes to familiar farm scenes,
from wire sculptures and diora-
mas to wearable art, and
abstracts to depictions of Janis
Joplin and Justin Bieber. 

The ongoing exhibition
opened Wednesday evening
and both galleries were packed
with art patrons, parents, and the
artists themselves explaining
their work. 

One of the centrepieces in
the Aurora Cultural Centre's Red
Gallery was a muted sculpture
of a giraffe created by Veronica
Hannen. While some animal
sculptures could be forgiven for
being seen as static art,
Veronica's was anything but as
attendees were invited to leave
chalk messages on its surface.

"The feedback has been

very good so far, considering lots
of art today is really interactive,"
she said. "We have been learn-
ing about modernized art, so I
figure this was a really good way
to get the audience involved -
and it looks nice too!

"It is actually really cool [to
have created one of the room's
centrepieces]. I'm not going to
lie;  I love it and I like how a lot of
my family and people get to see
and write on it."

Another focus of attention in
the first gallery was Lucas
Kitteridge, who became an exhi-
bition piece himself while roam-
ing about the rooms covered
head to toe in cotton balls.
When asked what the deal was
with his ensemble, he said he
was wearing it to send a mes-
sage.

"It's to talk about what you
can't have, like clouds and
such," he said. "They are high
and far away and you always
want them, but you know you
can never get them. I was trying
to create that kind of effect with
this."

A second piece by Lucas on
display was a tall palm tree

which dominated the other
room. This sculpture, covered in
intricately tied garbage bags
was intended to speak about
recycling and the "destruction" of
resources. An ardent environ-
mentalist, when asked if he finds
visual art a medium to express
his views, he said he did. 

"I find art really isn't about the
aesthetic, it is about the meaning
behind it," he said. "I feel that art
can really show meaning and
can really portray a message to
people, and I think that is the
best way to do it."

Joining Lucas in wearing art
was St. Maximilian Kolbe stu-
dent Kaitlin Mettel, who donned
a Christmas tree dress created
by her sister Nicole, a student at
AHS, who has applied to art pro-
grams at Ryerson University, the
Ontario College for Art and
Design, and York University, after
her graduation this spring.

"[We were given] the assign-
ment approaching Christmas
time and the mood was in the air,
so I decided to make a
Christmas tree dress," said
Nicole. "I added ornaments and

Please see page 22

Aurora performers take on “Parade” musical
Aurorans are preparing to

tread the boards in Newmarket
in an upcoming production of
the Tony award-winning musi-
cal Parade.

Written by Jason Robert
Brown, Parade centres around
the Anti-Defamation League,
an international body which
was founded shortly before the
First World War to fight anti-
Semitism, bigotry, and pro-
mote democratic ideals.

Parade will be performed
by members of the Aurora
Performing Arts Group in a
production that will be mount-
ed at Newmarket Theatre from
February 10 through 12. 

According to Sarah Kyle of
the Aurora Performing Arts

Group, Parade follows Leo
Frank, a Jewish man accused
of murdering a 13-year-old fac-
tory girl in 1913 Georgia.
Persons depicted in the play,
she said, have a "thirst for con-
viction" in the courtroom
drama that ensues. 

"The case of Leo M. Frank,
the most important criminal
proceeding of the 20th century,
has been the subject of
dozens of books and hundreds
of articles in magazines, news-
papers, and scholarly jour-
nals," she said. "The modern
historical consensus is that in
addition to being apparently
the only Jewish person ever
lynched in American history,
he was also the first white man

convicted by the testimony of a
person of African descent.

"As two historians who
closely studied his case wrote
in 1956, 'Leo Frank was the
victim of one of the most
shocking frame-ups ever per-
petrated by American law-and-
order officials. Future writ-
ers...will unanimously admit
that Leo M. Frank was the vic-
tim of biased sentiment, that
his judicial rights were denied
him, and that his hanging on a
lonely oak was the climax of a
series of flagrant violations of
justice.'

"Through this musical, the
audience will gain insight to the
true nature of prejudice and
how our inability to face our

own biases separates us in
ways we may not even think
about."

Tickets for Parade are $25
for adults and $20 for seniors.
The group cautions that due to
the subject matter, Parade is
suited for audiences 12 and up.
Tickets are available from 
the Newmarket Theatre at
www.newtix.ca.

Arts & Culture

Chardon Myers will portray Jim Conley, and Joe Adams and Rhiannon Kyle will play Leo and Lucille
Frank in the Aurora Performing Arts Group’s upcoming production of Parade.
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Student artists dominate Cultural Centre
candy canes so I could incorpo-
rate different textures and 
senses, and it lights up when
plugged in."

When asked how it felt to be
wearing a Christmas tree dress
all in the name of art, Kaitlin said

it was a little bit uncomfortable,
but she was okay with it.

"She was open minded
about it," said Nicole with a
laugh, on her sister suffering for
her art. 

The Christmas tree dress
wasn't the only piece Nicole

Mettel had in the exhibit. Her
paintings of pop culture icons
from the fifties through to the
present day garnered a great
deal of interest from exhibit-
goers.  If one comes through the
rear entrance of the blue gallery,
one of the first items that will

catch one's eye is a black and
white painting of musicians of
the past - including Buddy Holly,
Jim Morrison, and Janis Joplin. 

Strolling through to the Red
Gallery, its modern counterpart
is on the west wall, featuring the
likes of Taylor Swift, Katy Perry,

Beyonce, Kanye West, and
Justin Bieber, and others.

"They are not all artists that I
like, but I found them to be icon-
ic celebrities at the time, so that
people would recognize them if
they were to look at them," said
Nicole. "Now, with the other

ones like Lady Gaga, they are all
popular people that people
would recognize now. It shows
the popular celebrities at the
time and what society values at
this moment."

The exhibition runs through
Thursday. 

From page 21

First column, top to bottom: Two pieces (Lucas Kitteridge), Dread (Madeleine Patton), Untitled (Paige Jones). Second column: Untitled (Laura Jenzen), Dread
2 (Madeleine Patton),  Painting in Bronze (Addie Stewart), Untitled (Nicole Mettel). Third column: Untitled (Nicole Mettel), Mourning Women (Daniel Jameson),
Kaitli  n Mettel (R) dressed in Nicole’s (L) wearable piece. Auroran photos by David Falcon

Aurora High School Art Show
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*Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustrations are artist’s concept only. Rockport® is a registered trademark of Rockport and used under license. ©Rockport 2010. All rights reserved. E.&O.E. 2011. Brokers protected.

from
the

$250’s*

Elegant 
Condominium Suites

New 
Suite 

Designs

Presentation Centre: 205 John West Way, Aurora

Mon.-Wed. Noon-6 pm, Closed Thurs. & Fri., 

Weekends & Holidays Noon-5 pm

905 841 1004

Life. Lived Better.®

Ridgewood II is the ultimate expression of carefree resort-style living - a place 

that feels like the weekend… everyday. An intimate 6 storey condominium with 

exceptional recreational facilities including a sumptuous outdoor saltwater 

swimming pool and indoor  hot tub. Miles of area trails and ravine parks. 

Nearby cafés. Fabulous shopping and minutes to GO Transit. Incredible suites 

with equally incredible views. An oasis of gracious tranquility in the heart of 

historic Aurora. Come home to Ridgewood II and leave the world behind. 

rockportgroup.net
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Hurry in for the best
selection while 
supplies last. 

6 PC SET

$1698
Bed, Dresser 

& Mirror + NS

WHITE OR BROWN

$998
Twin Bed, Chest 

+ NS 
5 PC SET

6 PC SET

$1998
Bed, Dresser 

& Mirror + NS

7 PC SET

$2498
Bed, Dresser 

& Mirror + NS

+ BOXING WEEK PRICES

+ BOXING WEEK PRICES STOREWIDE
+ BOXING WEEK PRICES STOREWIDE

20% OFF20% OFF

PANEL BED

$1698
6 PC SET

Bed, Dresser 

& Mirror + NS

5 PC SET

$598
Twin Bed, 

Chest + NS

17255 Yonge St.,
Newmarket 

(just south of Davis Drive)

905-895-6517
Mon. - Fri. 10-9 

Sat. 9:30–6  •  Sun. 11–5
www.uptownfurniture.ca

FREE
Delivery 

on furniture purchases 
over $1000 
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