
AURORA WELCOMES 
SECOND BABY OF NEW YEAR

The second baby to making their debut at Southlake Regional Health Centre in
2012 was born to Aurora parents. While the parents of the baby declined to allow the
hospital to release any details about their new arrival, the Aurora baby was second only
to a 4 lb 11 ounce baby girl born 42 minutes into the New Year to Jennifer and Neil
Sharma of York Region who are not residents of Aurora, according to Tammy La Rue
of Southlake. The third and fourth babies were born to Newmarket and Vaughan par-
ents respectively. 

ICE "DANGEROUSLY UNSAFE": POLICE

Police issued a caution to residents to stay off frozen lakes and streams after a
snowmobile fell through the ice in Georgina on Friday. While the man involved in the
accident was not injured, Police warn that ice on lakes and streams is not safe to trav-
el on. 

"Remember, no ice or body of water is ever completely safe," said Constable Blair
McQuillan of the York Regional Police in a statement. "Any individual enjoying recre-
ational activities near a body of water must make a personal decision to do so, as there
is a degree of risk associated with this choice. It is crucial that citizens take individual
responsibility in evaluating the dangers of any recreational activity."

Police recommend that individuals never venture out on lakes alone, ensure a fully
charged cell phone is handy in case of an emergency, be aware of ice conditions, tell
someone of your plans, wear floatation attire, and "always be prepared for the unex-
pected."
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Residents seek $40,000
in costs in Morris suit

By Brock Weir

Two local bloggers named by
former mayor Phyllis Morris in her
aborted $6 million defamation suit
are seeking $40,000 in costs from
the former mayor. 

Bloggers Bill Hogg and
Richard Johnson, two of the three
individuals named in Ms. Morris'
suit, among other parties, were
initially to have their date in court
January 17, but the date has now
been pushed back to February
16.

In their notice of motion, the
two seek $33,905.67 in costs for
the action brought about by Ms.
Morris plus disbursements of
$2,670.99, as well as an addition-
al $5,514.18 for costs related to
their failed motion to strike last
March. 

Ms. Morris launched her $6
million lawsuit in her capacity as
Mayor in October 2010 claiming
that comments made anonymous-

ly on the Aurora Citizen blog had
defamed her reputation and Mr.
Hogg and Mr. Johnson, as well as
Elizabeth Bishenden were named
in the suit with Ms. Morris arguing
they had information related to
the identity of the anonymous
posters.

The claim was later amended
to remove the mayoral compo-
nent. When the suit commenced,
it was financed with public money
but, by the time the suit racked up
a legal bill of over $55,000, the
newly elected Council halted all
municipal involvement in the mat-
ter. 

Ms. Morris discontinued her
lawsuit in October.

"These defendants have a right
to seek from the plaintiff their
costs of the discontinued action,"
said Mr. Hogg and Mr. Johnson's
notice of motion. "This action was
brought by the plaintiff for an ulte-
rior purpose, was initially prose-

Please see page 3

Nikki the Cockatoo found a comfortable perch in the form of
11-year-old Matthew Kaldez on Saturday. Matthew was one of
many Aurora residents who came to the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex for Family First Night to ring in the New Year.
For more photos of the New Year's Eve revelry, please see
page 18.                                      Auroran photo by David Falconer

Traffic study
won't help
Yonge/Wellington
corridor

By Wendy Soloduik

Studying the traffic situation in
York Region won't improve your
drive time through downtown
Aurora.

What the $300,000, 3-year
study will do is, "help drivers to
avoid certain intersections at peak
times and when unusual traffic
flow is detected," Steven Kemp,
director of Traffic Management
and Intelligent Transportation
Systems for the Region of York,
told The Auroran last week.

Some 800 signalized intersec-
tions, representing nearly 5,000
km of roadway, (including the
Yonge/Wellington core), are
involved in the study, which begins
later this month. 

Since physical improvements
to the Yonge/Wellington core,
"without property acquisition and
buildings coming down," are unli -
kely, the study will do little to
improve traffic flow at the bottle-
neck, Kemp told The Auroran. 

"[That intersection] is like trying
to pour a litre of water into and
eight ounce glass," he said. 

Kemp did say that the intersec-
tion could benefit from the installa-
tion of traffic cameras, which cost
about $20,000 and are monitored
in a control room in Newmarket. 

"They are used to manage traf-
fic flow in many ways, including
shortening emergency response
times after a collision has taken
place," he said.

In the first stages of the study,
information gathered by passing
motorists will be used to create a
traffic flow map.

The Region has signed a 
deal with Urban Informatics
Corporation (UIC) to sort the 
information in order to predict
average traffic conditions at major
intersections. 

These averages will then be

Please see page 15
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COMING EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4

The Aurora Public Library tonight presents
Money Talk$ -- Risk: Investing in the Equity
Market at 7 p.m. The event is part of a monthly
discussion group to exchange ideas and unbi-
ased information. The presentation is followed by
a question and answer session. No financial
products or services will be offered or sold.
Meetings are held the first Wednesday of every
month in the Library's Magna Room. For more
information call 905-727-9493 (choose option 4)
or email fryork-moneytalks@yahoo.com.

MONDAY, JANUARY 16
The Town of Richmond Hill, Toronto

International Film Festival and RBC Royal Bank
present the French language film The Women on
the Sixth Floor at the Richmond Hill Centre for
the Performing Arts Centre at 7 p.m. A group led
by the Newmarket French Language Meetup
Group, an informal group of local French speak-
ers which meets regularly on Murray Drive, will
be heading down to the screening for discussions
before and after the film. Tickets can be pur-
chased for $10 in advance by calling the box
office at 905-787-8811 or online at
www.rhcentre.ca. Tickets are also available at the
door for $12.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19
The Oak Ridges Trail Association welcomes

visitors to its 2012 Discovery Night to hear a talk
and presentation from association member Diane
Charlton on her travels in the Canadian arctic.
The event will be held at the Ballantrae
Community Centre at 5592 Aurora Road in
Stouffville. Admission is a $5 donation.
Refreshments and door prizes will be available.
For more information, contact Diana Smyth at kik-
ingdi@sympatico.ca, or Garry Niece at
gniece@yahoo.ca or at 905-655-8040. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20
An open house in honour of Ron Wallace’s

retirement will be held this afternoon at the Royal
Canadian Legion on Industrial Parkway North.
The event runs from 3 to 6 p.m. All are welcome.

* * * *
Get out your beads and bling and join CHATS

- Community & Home Assistance to Seniors at
our Mardi Gras-themed silent auction fundraiser,
Fri. Jan. 20 at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22
Church Street, Aurora. Doors open at 5 p.m., with
the silent auction taking place 6.00 to 7.30 p.m.
Auction items include golf packages, gift baskets,
lawn care packages and much more. Light
refreshments will be served. This is a free event,
open to the public. 

The event marks the wrap-up of CHATS'
annual Virtual Walk for Wellness fundraiser,
whereby participants walk a total of 4,000 km,
"virtually" arriving in New Orleans in time for the
launch of Mardi Gras! The fundraising target for
the walk is to raise $25,000 in pledges, to support
CHATS' services for seniors. The event will also
include a draw to win tickets to the Mardi Gras for
Southlake Gala Fundraiser, which takes place
Feb. 18 at DiNardo's Mansion in Aurora. For more
information about the CHATS event, e-mail
walk@chats.on.ca, or call 905-713-3373, ext.
6014.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21
The White Heather Pipes and Drums presents

their annual Robbie Burns Night this evening at
the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 385, 105
Industrial Parkway N., Aurora. Enjoy a wonderful
evening of music and dance along with a dinner
of roast beef, Yorkshire pudding, tatties and
neeps, and, of course, haggis. Entertainment by
the White Heather Pipes and Drums, and Celtic
Rock group Hadrian's Wall.  Cocktails at 6.00,
dinner at 7.00pm.  Tickets are $40 per person and
are available from band members or at the
Legion.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
The Aurora Seniors’ Association is in the plan-

ning stages of Men Can Cook which has been set
for this evening. Further details will follow.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
Bowl for Kids Sake 2012 will take place today

at the Gateway Café and Lanes at 1 p.m. and
3.30 p.m. Five and 10 Pin lanes are available,
Call 905-716-2149 for more information. Pledge
forms, location maps, fundraising tips and event
updates can be found online at www.bbbsy.ca.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
2nd annual "I Love Rock 'n' Roll" dinner dance

will be held at the Mansion (formerly Dinardo's)
tonight. A website www.iloverockandroll.ca is also
up and running for further information. Tickets are
available now by calling 905-727-8600 and
expected to sell out fast so if you are planning to
attend and don't want to be disappointed, get
your tickets soon.

CONTINUING
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society

is always looking for new members of all ages.
Monthly meetings with guest speakers are held
on the fourth Wednesday of every month at 8
p.m. (youth meet at 6 p.m.) at the Royal Canadian
legion in Aurora. For more Information call Cindy
at 905-713-6660.

* * * *
York Regional Police Venturers have openings

for boys and girls aged 14 to 17. Police Venturers
meet every Wednesday night from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. at 240 Prospect Street, 1 District police sta-
tion community room. This is a joint program
between York Regional Police and Scouts
Canada. There is a Scouts Canada membership
fee. Service uniforms are provided. High school
students can earn community service hours
through the program. If interested visit a meeting.
For further information visit York Regional Police
volunteer website or contact volunteers@yrp.ca.

* * * *
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet",

located at 44 Metcalfe Streeet, Aurora, is the
local source for gently used women's, children's
and men's clothing. All monies raised are used to
support the needy of Aurora, since it goes direct-
ly to the "Welcoming Arms" Ministry. Open week-
day mornings, 9.30 a.m, to 11.30 a.m. and
Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. The  Bag
Sale happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * *
At the request of its director, Richard Heinzle,

the Evergreen Choir's time of practice will be
increased to 90 minutes. Registration is now
available at the front desk of the Aurora Seniors'
Centre for the season until June 2012. The fee for
the coming sessions remains the same: $50 per
member. New members are always welcome. It is
not necessary to be able to read music, nor will
you be asked to audition, to enjoy being part of
this experience. In addition to its regular
Christmas and Spring concerts, the group will
also perform at the Richmond Hill Centre for the
Performing Arts on Sunday, January 29th, 2012.
For more information call the seniors' desk at
905-726-4767.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To

Grandmothers group, meets monthly to raise
awareness, generate funds and lobby on behalf
of the grandmother care-givers in AIDS-ravaged
Africa.  For more information call Kay at 905-841-
9318 or Joan at 905-727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St.

Andrew's Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria
and Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon meets every
Tuesday at 8 p.m. at the Aurora United Church on
Yonge Street.  For more information go to al-
anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society

meets on the fourth Wednesday of every month
at 8 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North. Visitors are welcome
for only $2. For more information call Ray at 905-
727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a

capella Sweet Adelines chorus, a group of
women who gather Tuesday evenings at the Old
Fire Hall, Newmarket, to sing, share in the har-
mony of friendship and learn the barbershop art
form. York Highlands is always looking for new
women who share the love of a capella music.
Call Karen at 905-726-2113 or e-mail Vikki at
information@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-

Newmarket's award winning chorus, is looking for
male singers. The group meets every Wednesday
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire Hall, 140
Main Street South, in Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first

Wednesday of each month at the Aurora Legion.
New members are welcome. Call 905-727-5012
for more information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions, have moved to their new

meeting place at the Aurora Legion in the
Coulson Hall where they have three meetings per
month. The second Monday of the month is the
dinner meeting at 7 p.m., the third Tuesday is the
business meeting at 7.30 p.m. and the fourth
Monday is a dinner meeting at 7 p.m. The club is
welcoming people to come out to the meetings to
see what the Aurora Lions are all about and con-
sider joining the Lions and reach out to the com-
munity in many events. For further details go to
their website at www.auroralionscanada.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday

night at Gabriel's Restaurant on Yonge Street.

New members are welcome. For further informa-
tion, go to their website at www.rotaryaurora.com

* * * *
Meet for lunch and a sense of community at

Martha's Table, based in St. Andrew's Hall at
Aurora's Presbyterian Church. The thriving, vol-
unteer-run program reopens September 1.
Lunch, featuring soup, sandwiches, and dessert,
is offered between 11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. Net
receipts go to local charities. The hall is on the
corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is look-

ing for new members. You do not have to be a
police officer nor are you required to read music
to volunteer. The group rehearses Monday
evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m. For further
information, contact the chorus supervisor at
905-727-9676 or the co-ordinator of volunteer
services for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension
6717.

* * * *
Aurora's Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night

at Cardinal Carter School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30
p.m., and offer a program for 12 years and older
boys and girls.

* * * *
Queen's York Rangers Army cadet corps has

openings for boys and girls aged 12 to 18. The
group parades every Friday night between 7 and
9 p.m. There is no membership fee and those in
high school can earn community service hours
through the program. For further information, call
905-726-8600.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children's Chorus welcomes

treble voices. It is a choir dedicated to nurturing
and providing opportunities for children to
express their musical abilities. The chorus is open
to boys and girls ages 5-17. Contact the general
director at keepsinging@rogers.com.

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors

(CHATS) is looking for volunteers to assist with
the activities in its Adult Day Program. The posi-
tions call for a commitment of a few hours a week
at its Aurora location. Various times are available.
Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the

Pioneer Club for boys and girls, age three to
Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and
girls, Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the Aurora
Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway
South. For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every

Wednesday at the Community Bible Church on
Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information e-mail Judy
Hoffmann at jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Friday mornings

at St. Andrews' Presbyterian Church beginning at
10.30 a.m. No partners are needed and begin-
ners are welcome. For more information, call
Agnes at 905-841-2747.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148

meets the first and third Tuesday of each month
at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of
Wellington. For more information call 905-830-
9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first

Thursday of each month at the Rising Sun
Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third

Saturday each month at 57 Mosley Street at
10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at
noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for
more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday

night at Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street, at
7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at

the Aurora Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-
9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women

holds monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion with
a variety of speakers. Contact Beverley Varcoe at
905-953-9709.
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Residents seek $40,000 in costs in Morris suit

cuted with public funds, was
designed to silence the
plaintiff's critics on matters
of political speech, and rep-
resented a tremendous bur-
den to the moving defen-
dants.

"At no point would the
plaintiff's claim as against
these defendants have suc-
ceeded at trial. Indeed, the
plaintiff admitted that these
defendants were only
named as parties to cause
them to 'roll over' on anony-
mous defendants also
named as defendants in
this claim. The plaintiff has
previously sought, and was
granted costs of a discon-
tinued motion in this pro-
ceeding on a full indemnity
basis. The same principle
should apply to costs of a
discontinued action."

Ms. Morris and Ms.
Bishenden have made a
settlement.

Speaking to The Auroran
last week, Mr. Hogg said
that he has not had any
indication that settlement
would be possible and
maintains the lawsuit 
was baseless and  "politi-
cally driven."

"We have maintained
from the very beginning
that this was politically driv-
en and without basis," said
Mr. Hogg. "I believe that the
fact the judge agreed that
there was no basis for her
Norwich motion and subse-
quently that she has dis-
continued it completely jus-
tifies our belief that it was
politically motivated. 

"Hopefully the public will
look rather darkly on any-
body who in the future
decides to use their politi-
cal power to try and
silence public criticism of
their political actions."

Ms. Morris did not
respond to a request for
comment by press time.

The previously sched-
uled hearing in Newmarket

of local resident George
Hervey's lawsuit against
Ms. Morris for allegedly
breaching the Municipal
Conflict of Interest Act in
bringing about her defama-
tion lawsuit - a claim which
Ms. Morris vehemently
denies - has been 
rescheduled from its origi-
nal February date to
August 17.

From page 1

Taxpayers “overcharged” in 2011: Councillors
By Brock Weir

Taxpayers have been
"overcharged" and should
get a return on the over-
charge to lessen the
upcoming 5.5 per cent tax
hike, according to some
Councillors. 

The comments were
made by Councillors at the
final budget meeting
before breaking for the
New Year. During the
meeting, Councillor
Michael Thompson made a
motion, which ultimately
failed to carry, calling on
$100,000 of Aurora's cur-
rent surplus be used to
alleviate the burden on
taxpayers. 

"I think part of the issue
is we took too much money
from the taxpayers in 2011
and why not use some of
that to mitigate the pres-
sure," said Councillor
Thompson, noting he
would like to see surplus
funds used to create a
more "flat lined" approach
in tax increases for upcom-
ing years.

According to Aurora
Treasurer Dan Elliott, how-
ever, while Councillor
Thompson's intent might
be to smooth out the future
projected tax increases
using $100,000 of surplus
to tackle the issue is defer-
ring a tax pressure which
will "not go away." The
amount floated by
Councillor Thompson
amounted to approximate-

ly 1/3 of one per cent on
the Town's side of the tax
rate and one tenth of one
per cent on the combined
tax bill with the Region, he
said.

A better option to
smooth things out in this
budget by $100,000 is to
defer the programs to deal
with the impact on the
emerald ash borer on local
ash trees, by a year or two,
said Mr. Elliott. This pro-
gram is likely to be
increased to $300,000
annually in as soon as
three years.

While Councillors
debated the merits of
Councillor Thompson's
motion, it found favour with
Chris Ballard.

"One of the key reasons
you would do it now is that
we overcharged Aurora
taxpayers in 2011 and we
should be getting that
money back into their
pocket books as quickly as
possible," he said. "One
could argue that there is
going to be people who
paid those taxes in 2011
that won't be living here in
2013 or 2014 and they will
have moved on.

"From that philosophical
perspective whether or not
it is a direct $100,000 into
our budget, or the sugges-
tion that our treasurer
makes in terms of offset-
ting the ash borer, I'm not
too clear on the benefits,
the pros and cons between
those two ways of moving.

Philosophically I am all for
saying it appears that we
overcharged in 2011 and
that needs to be returned
to the taxpayers' coffers as
quickly as possible."

For Mr. Elliott, however,
there are pros and cons for
taking this approach, what
he called "the dividend"
approach of sharing sur-
pluses back with taxpay-
ers.

"That is an angle that
has value and merit in dif-
ferent ways," he said.
"What I may suggest is we
consider this discussion
further over the holidays
and coming months and
we need to see the strate-
gic plan come January. We
also might be well
informed by seeing what
the Region does in
January."

Councillor John Abel
said he was in favour of
giving this item a bit more
time for further considera-
tion.

"The comments are
obvious that why not give a
little back to the taxpayers,
but I am also sensing that
if we had a bit more dis-
cussion with the director
there might be some other
options they may want to
consider before moving
forward with something
just like this motion that
Councillor Thompson
brought up. I don't see an
urgency and I would rather
get a little more informa-
tion going forward."

From Councillor Wendy
Gaertner's perspective,
she was "bothered" that
discussion centred on tak-
ing "too much money from
taxpayers."

"[With] the surplus,
either we got in more rev-
enue than we expected or
we saved money on the
expenses," she said. "We
estimated as best we could
but either the revenue
stream was higher or the
expenses were lower."

In response, Mr. Elliott
said that in looking at budg-
et line items if excess plan-
ning fees and supplemen-
tary taxes were taken out of
the equation the operations
of the Town of Aurora were

running at net zero.
"We paid the bills with

the revenues that we had
so the supplementary fees
and the planning applica-
tions were the surplus driv-
ers in that perspective and
both of those came from

development activity," he
said. "They didn't come
necessary from the tax-
payer, they came from the
development taxpayer, but
not those who are expect-
ed to finance the opera-
tions of the Town."



4 - THE AURORAN, Week of January 3, 2012    

Letter to the Editor

Advertising
Bob Ince

bob@auroran.com

Diane Buchanan
diane@auroran.com

Trish Miller-Kostin
trish@auroran.com

Zach Shoub
zach@auroran.com

John Gould 
john@auroran.com

Production 
Cynthia Proctor 

cynthia@auroran.com

Photography 
David Falconer

dfalconer@sympatico.ca

Main Number
905-727-3300

Facsimile
905-727-2620

Classifieds
905-727-7128

classifieds@auroran.com

Founder 
Ron Wallace 

Publisher Emeritus  
Rosemary Schumaker

“Aurora’s Community Newspaper”
The Auroran Newspaper Company Ltd.

15213 Yonge Street, Suite 8
Aurora, ON, L4G 1L8

Subscriptions available within Canada and U.S.
email: administration@auroran.com

E d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y

Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and letter writers are not necessarily
those of The Auroran. Letters must include name and phone number, although number
will not be published, and be limited to 600 words. Letters may be edited or refused. 
All contents protected by copyright.

A d v e r t i s i n g  p o l i c y
Publisher is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors that do not lessen the
value of an advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the attention of the publisher prior
to the following edition.  

  

  

Brock’s Banter
By BROCK WEIR

Editorial
Brock Weir 

brock@auroran.com

This uniquely shaped sewing kit from the mid-1950s was a promotional item for customers of the Aurora
Dairy and produced by Dairy Products Advertising in Weston, ON. The Aurora Dairy was located on
Yonge Street near Centre Street and was a popular local hangout at its height. The image of the sewing
kit has been provided by the Aurora Historical Society and, in the coming weeks, we will showcase a
number of unseen pieces from the Aurora Collection in this space.

Reader wants injunction in Transit strike
To the editor:

On behalf of concerned citi-
zens of York Region it is appro-
priate to express the hope an
injunction is quickly granted by
the courts against the striking
Amalgamated Transit Union
members.

The strike has been going on
for weeks and weeks. The travel-
ling public and many other citi-
zens have been severely incon-
venienced by the tactics of the
Union. Secondary picketing has
occurred at other bus and York
Region facilities. Buses have
been taken over by mobs of strik-
ers - denying legitimate passen-
gers from boarding. Some pas-
sengers have been held hostage
on the buses against their will - a
criminal offence in our jurisdic-
tion. Strikers have picketed other
facilities to stop buses from leav-
ing their terminals. Yonge Street
and other roads have been
"occupied" by strikers - delaying
traffic and citizens from going
about their business. Some 
of the confrontations have 
been ugly. 

Secondary picketing is not
legal - we need the police and
the York Region authorities act-
ing to protect the traveling public
and general citizenry? 

If smaller groups of citizens
were to engage in similar activi-
ties there is no doubt there would
have been immediate arrests
made. The mob is ruling in York
Region.

The jack boot tactics con-
ducted by the striking union
members has been appalling.
They of course are perfectly with-
in their rights to vote to go on
strike but this should not give
them carte blanche to engage in
thuggery in terms of their illegal
secondary picketing activities.
How many critical care ambu-
lances have been delayed get-
ting to Southlake Hospital? How
many seniors have been unable
to get to their doctors? How
many citizens have been late for
work or been inconvenienced or
had their safety threatened?

We urge the York Region
authorities to complete the
process of obtaining an injunc-
tion as soon as possible and for

the police to protect the public
from harassment.

John Greenhough
Aurora

I don't know about you, but the gap between
Christmas and New Year's is sometimes interminable. 

For those who mark Christmas there seem to be
only two kinds of people - the ones who can't wait for
it to arrive and those who are counting down the days
to December 27. The people in the first camp are
often swept along through December driven by a mix
of adrenaline, euphoria, and sometimes a cup or two
of...let's just say Christmas cheer. 

This drive can either give one the impetus to get
out and do their Christmas shopping early or another 
jolt to brave the crowds and get everything on
December 24. 

The more nauseating of hunter-gatherers star t this
process in January and think they have wasted the
whole year if they don't have all of little Billy's pres-
ents wrapped and hidden by the time he gets back
from summer camp (or trick-or-treating at the very lat-
est). 

The people in the second camp might just star t
their preparations early with the idea that the sooner
it is done the better. 

If you asked me at the beginning of December
which camp I fell into I might have said the first one.
I found a couple of great gifts for one parent courtesy
of the Pine Tree Potters, and often have gifts lined up
years in advance for my brother, but when all the
other parent could come up with by way of a
Christmas list was a new can opener by December
23, I headed to the mall and hoped for the best. 

While waiting to get the gift wrapped at a station
being run to raise money for the Hospital for Sick
Children near closing time, the table was approached
by someone from the second camp. With a couple of
people behind me, the person came up to the wrapper
and asked - nay, demanded - to have her presents
wrapped. Told that the person behind me was going to
be the last person of the evening, she threatened to
return all her presents to various stores out of spite. 

I guess she thought that would teach the unfortu-
nate wrapper a lesson. Somehow. Judging by the 
line-ups in the stores she bought from, I really hope
she made her seemingly idle threat a reality. She very
well might still be in that line-up at Winners.

However you prepare, come December 25 and 26 it
is all over in a flurry of wrapping paper, a visit with
family (something which can also be anticipated and
dreaded equally), and/or lining up in the cover of
darkness of for a great Boxing Day deal. But then
what? 

I'm typically a glass-half-full kind of guy and eager-
ly anticipate what the New Year might bring, so the
time between December 26 and 31 is almost like
being back in school and fighting the urge to skip the
last day or two of classes before Winter Holiday to get
a head start on the revelry. The New Year can't come
soon enough.

Now that 2012 is here, I look forward to all it has to
offer - both the good and the bad - and hope many
others are doing the same. I hope by the time
December 2012 rolls around I can hunt for something
a little more exciting than a can opener.

I'm also hopeful that the ornery woman at the
wrapping counter was visited by George Bailey's
guardian angel before the ball dropped on Saturday
night if only to show her what 2012 would be like with-
out the tireless volunteers who give so much of their
time to worthy organizations of all stripes. 

Whether these volunteers go out into the field to
lend an individual a hand-up, or easing the burden of
Christmas shoppers out of the goodness of their
hearts by wrapping the parcels shoppers are for tu-
nate enough to be able to purchase, asking little more
than a donation to a hospital or shelter in return, with-
out them 2012 would be very bleak indeed.

Aurora Seniors Duplicate
Bridge Results 
(Dec. 19, 2011)

N/S
1st - Lucille Sequeira and David Legallais
2nd - Rose White and Gloria Smith
3rd - Bernie O'Brien and Mary Oglanby

E/W
1st - Jeannine Mackie and Melody Irving
2nd - Inger Kamel and Priscilla Hull
3rd - Simmo and Lisa Piil
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Inside Aurora
By SCOTT JOHNSTON

2011: The Year in Review 
in Aurora - Part 2

As another year begins, we can't help but look back over the
past twelve months and remember certain events that affected
either our own lives or we saw their impact in the lives of family,
friends or colleagues. Many of those events were captured in the
headlines of the day.

300,000 Manufacturing Jobs Lost, Stocks Plunge on
Revelations of Greek Debt Crisis, Pensions Eroded as
Investment Returns Tank,  Health Care System in Crisis, and an
endless list of  political and corporate scandals...the headline
writers were never at a loss for attention-grabbing content. It
begs the question:

Can 2012 be the year of positive headlines for Ontario? 

On the dawn of a New Year, I thought I would invite you to join
me in imagining an Ontario where these headlines found their
way to the front page or were the lead story on the six o'clock
news:

Ontario Legislature Reaches All-Party 
Agreement on Economic Plan

In an historical demonstration of non-partisan cooperation,
the three Ontario political parties voted unanimously to support
a budget that will restore the province as the economic engine
of the country. All three Party Leaders attributed the uncommon
solidarity to the fact that for the first time ever, budget consulta-
tions were more than the typical road show the public has come
to expect. Input from business groups, labour and social service
organizations was taken seriously. Their recommendations were
incorporated into what critics are calling a "Solomon Budget"
that incorporates an aggressive jobs strategy, a sustainable
health and social services plan with an emphasis on Ontario's
aging population and a conservation-focused environmental
strategy.

A New Era in Labour Relations

Today, the leaders of  Ontario's public service unions joined
Ontario's three political Party leaders to announce that they had
reached an agreement on a 10 Year Sustainable Public Service
Plan. Key elements of the plan include a voluntary freeze on all
public wages until the Ontario budget is balanced, and agree-
ment that all future contracts during the 10 years of the plan will

be arbitrated based on the province's ability to pay given the pre-
vailing economic conditions. This signals a turning point in labour
relations in the province.

Seamless, Reliable Public Transit 
Guaranteed for the Greater Toronto-Hamilton Area

The provincial government passed legislation today that will
make public transit a reliable option for commuters throughout
the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area. The GTHA
Transportation Governance Act ends the fragmented network of
regional public transit systems and will require that all transit sys-
tems in the GTHA, including the TTC, are operated under a sin-
gle provincial transit authority by 2014. Commuters will be able
to access the system through a leading edge open payment
system using their cell phones, debit or credit cards. The new
legislation also declares the integrated public transit system an
essential service, ensuring that the prolonged service disrup-
tions experienced in York Region will not be repeated.

MPPs Empowered by Democratic Renewal Legislation

The role of MPPs will take on new meaning following
changes to the procedural orders of the Ontario legislature.

Question Period will be re-named 'Answer Period' where the
Speaker will be able to enforce a new Standing Order that
requires Ministers to actually answer questions posed by MPPs.

Private Member's Bills will now have to be taken seriously by
the government of the day rather than be viewed as an incon-
venience to be ignored.  Every Private Member's Bill that has
been passed at Second Reading and Committee, must now be
scheduled for a final vote, ending the practice by governments
of all political stripes to simply let them die on the Order Paper.

Ontario Legislature Guarantees 
Children With Autism Equal Education Opportunity

The Equal Opportunity for All Act was passed unanimously
today by the Ontario legislature.  The legislation ensures that all
children with special needs, including children with autism will
receive timely assessments of their ability to learn and will be
provided with an education plan that meets their specific needs.
Gone are the days when parents have to mortgage their homes
so that their children can be taught even basic life skills.

Ontario's Legal System to be Transformed 
into a Justice System

Sweeping legislation was supported by all three political
Parties today that will make access to justice for all Ontarians a
reality. The practice of repeated adjournments of cases that runs
up the costs of even the most simple of cases will end.
Resources will be allocated to the court system to ensure that
cases will be heard in a reasonable time-frame and a new
accountability framework for lawyers will be put in place under
the direction of the Attorney General.

So, what do you think? 
Are headlines like these possible in the Ontario of 2012?

One of the reasons I continue to do what I do, is that I'm opti-
mistic that headlines like these are actually in the realm of pos-
sibility. But after sixteen years in elected office, I've also learned
a thing or two about the limitations we place on ourselves that
make it difficult to find the common ground where these things
can be achieved. It's a place where partisan and self-interest
would have to give way to the public interest.

Here's hoping that we can do some of that in the year ahead.
I want to thank The Auroran for the opportunity to share the

latest news from Queen's Park in this column that has served as
a bi-weekly report to my constituents.

I thank my good friend Ron Wallace, who as publisher and
editor made these regular columns possible. Perhaps it was
because of Ron's own experience in elected office that made
him aware of how important it is to stay in touch with the people
who elected you that prompted him to make this space available.
Or maybe, it was because he could always count on something
controversial to roll off this page and he needed some spice to
go with his Poor Ronnie editorial. Whatever the reason, I'm
thankful for the opportunity and I wish him well as he pursues a
well-deserved retirement with his wife Patricia.

I also want to thank the Auroran's new owner, London
Publishing Corp., and Brock Weir for the opportunity to continue
my Frankly Speaking column in its regular bi-weekly rotation. In
today's cluttered news cycles it's a challenge to bring a local per-
spective to the issues of the day. That's what this column allows
me to do, and I'm grateful for that opportunity.

To all, the very best for 2012.

By FRANK KLEES 
MPP Newmarket-Aurora 

Frankly Speaking 2012: The Year for 
Positive Headlines?

As we wrap up our review of events and happenings in Aurora
in 2011, we turn our attention to the latter half of the year.

July continued its reputation as one of the most culturally active
months in Aurora, kicking off with the traditional Canada Day parade
and events.  This was followed soon after by another successful
Doors Open with 21 local venues welcoming Aurorans to take a look
inside their facilities.  Concerts in the Park began for the summer,
and the month wound down with the Jazz Festival in Town Park.

There was debate over children potentially hurting themselves
on the two hump camel climber in Confederation Park, but this
apparatus was not removed.

Council pondered demolishing the Leisure Complex due to
expensive upgrades required to the ice plant, parking lot, elevator
and glazing.  However, with no new facilities planned in town until at
least 2017, Council eventually approved over $600,000 for the
required repairs and upgrades, which should increase the lifespan
of this facility for another two decades.

Former mayor Phyllis Morris' attempts to have the identities of
anonymous posters on the Aurora Citizen website, who she alleged
"defamed" her in published comments, were denied as Justice
Carole Brown dismissed her Norwich Motion.   In addition, Ms
Morris was later ordered to pay over $27,000 to Bill Hogg and
Richard Johnson to cover their court costs.  The former mayor later
dropped her defamation case, ending her claim, which has been

ongoing since October 2010.
A number of historic town buildings were in the process of

changing hands in the latter half of the year.  The Lions Hall was sold
to become the new home of Holy Forty Martyrs of Sebaste
Romanian Orthodox Church.  It was also announced that the Aurora
Armoury would go on the market.  Late in the year, the sale of Wells
Street School was concluded to a group proposing to turn it into
lofts.

The annual Hoedown continued its tradition of supporting local
community groups, with $521,000 being raised.

After years of debate by numerous councils, the current Council
voted 7-2 against re-instating the position of Integrity Commissioner,
which had been vacant since David Tsubouchi handed in his notice
earlier in the year.

In October, incumbent Newmarket-Aurora Progressive
Conservative MPP Frank Klees retained his seat in the provincial
election, receiving 5,000 more votes more than his closest rival,
Liberal Christina Bisanz.

Also that month, the town announced that the Emerald Ash
Borer had been found in Aurora.  This destructive non-native pest
will likely wipe out all of the ash trees in town within the next 15 years.
Rather than pay the large costs associated with chemical treatment
to save the trees, council decided to let nature take its course, and
will remove and replace the 2,700 trees in town at a cost of $3.4 mil-

lion over the next decade or so. 
It was confirmed that Wellington Street East would be receiving

a facelift with new plantings and decorative stonework at a cost of
$465,000.

On October 24, 500 YRT and Viva workers walked off the job,
leaving transit riders scrambling to find alternative means of getting
to their destinations.  As of press time the strike was still underway
with little indication that a resolution was forthcoming.

Frank Klees caused a stir when he announced his intention of
entering the race to be Speaker of the Legislature. If successful, it
could have moved the Liberal government closer to majority territo-
ry. In the wake of a huge backlash, Mr. Klees subsequently removed
his named from consideration.

It was the end of an era in late November when after 11 years,
Auroran newspaper founder Ron Wallace retired as editor of the
paper.

After almost a full year of discussion, Council adopted a new
Procedural Bylaw, which governs such things as the length of meet-
ings and how they are conducted, as well as public participation.

As the year wound down, council was still grappling with the
budget and its proposed 6% tax increase.

Feel free to email Scott at 
machellscorners@gmail.com
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.
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bigger discounts
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Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

No one could break a plate like George Maglaris
could.

George, who died recently, was Greek, and his
favourite hobby was dancing and breaking plates while
he did so.

There's a tradition behind the plate-breaking.
It's not only at weddings. They do it to celebrate. It's

their way of expressing happiness. 
"If you really think about it it's a simple answer," said

one Greek on Google. "When you break a plate at
home, you tend to get angry at the mess you've made.
You don't think of plate breaking as something to be
happy about. Hold a stack of plates and bang on them
individually with one plate until they all break. They
throw the plates on the floor and yelled 'Opa!' It's so
cute."

The Greeks are just trying to say plate-breaking isn't
a big thing to get worked up over and that you should
enjoy life while they break the plates.

And no one could break them like George, owner of
Jonathan's, now owned by his daughter Mary.

He broke several at the restaurant he owned in
Aurora.

George was in a nursing home when he died earlier
this month.

He was born on Christmas Eve in 1936 in Tripoli. The
one in Greece, in case you were wondering.

George's death brought back memories for me, and
I quickly scurried home to find a program I wrote in
1987 when the Canadian one-dollar coin was intro-
duced.

The loonie was Canada's answer to the paperback
bill, which a group of us used at Jonathan's to play bull-
--- poker.

That happens when a group of people sit at a bar
and try to guess what numbers are on a bill.

For example, if you believed there were enough
ones in a game, you might bid seven aces.

I remember a game where 21 ones won everything.
If you made the call, everyone would pay you a dol-

lar each; if you missed the call, then you would pay
everyone else a dollar each.

It could get expensive, which is why we stayed with
the dollar and its seven-digit serial number.

"So what happens now that the one-dollar bill has
been removed from circulation?" some wag asked. The
options were obvious: play with two-dollar bills, or find
a substitute for the one. 

Playing with two-dollar bills was out of the question,
and since they introduced the Toonie on February 19,
1996, thanks to Public Works Minister Diane Marleau,
its life would have been short-lived anyhow.

It would have meant using the five-dollar bill, but it's
only a matter of time before it too goes the way of the
dodo bird.

The only other option was to write a program which
kicked out a list of seven-digit random numbers, but to
this day, I still can't find it. 

Which is not to take anything away from George.
He owned the restaurant and he didn't mind if we

played. Nor did his wife, Evelyn, who predeceased him.
Of course, the police might have had different ideas.
George still knew how to break a plate, and I, for

one, will sorely miss him.

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Sterilization Units

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Aurora youth appreciates
“tree planters”
To the editor:

As a new resident to
Aurora, I would like to say
thank you and Merry
Christmas to those work-
ing to keep our town
beautiful. Tree planters,
park maintainers,
garbage collectors, street
cleaners and soon-to-be-
used snow plow drivers -
we appreciate your care.

The letter below was
from my daughter when
our tree was planted on
our property.

Candace Gary
Aurora

An open letter to the
Parks Department:

Dear Tree Planters,

I just wanted to thank you for
planting the tree. We love it so
much. As soon as I got home
from school I ran as fast as I
could to go to the tree. I love all
trees, any spot at any time. I
love the environment and to
keep it clean, healthy and super
happy. I am so happy where we
live because here we have lots
of trees in the environment, and
our community is wonderful. 

So thank you for being part
of our wonderful community. I
am so happy to know you are in
our healthy, clean and happy
environment. Thank you and
have a good time.

Beverly Gary, Age 8
Aurora

Reader “disappointed” with Conservatives
To the editor:

A message to MP Lois
Brown: The purpose of this
message is to convey my dis-
appointment with the
Conservative government's
latest move to attack old age
pensioners such as myself. 

After submitting CPP pay-
ments for over 47 years, now
the government wants the

money back while many other
business and taxable incomes
continue untouched.

I cannot go back to work to
make up these differences
and in three more years my
pension will be reduced in half
when my employer stops con-
tribution.

Is Old Age Security next? 
This is completely unfair

when the government should

be increasing Old Age pen-
sion, not taxing it. This
Conservative initiative is the
Scrooge of this holiday sea-
son. It in no way will incent
working people to stay in the
work force or to save more.
People are living pay cheque
to pay cheque and you just
made things for the average
citizen even worse. 

Secondly, with the stock

market activities of the day,
many people such as myself
have lost just  about all our life
savings with RRSPs. So 
saving just to lose the money in
the end isn't the answer either.

Lois, it would have been
more fair to at least grandfather
those already collecting Old
Age pensions instead of
attacking our meagre salaries.
It is a great insult to see the
Conservatives attack the poor
pensioners while they continue
to give tax breaks and our tax
dollars to the oil industry that
doesn't need our money in the
first place.

Please pass on my dismay
to your colleagues in Ottawa. 
I can't believe I voted for you.

Ron Chapman
Aurora

Reader received “princely” tax bill
To the editor:

Re: The 1 Cent Solution.

After having my 2011
property tax automatically
withdrawn on a monthly
basis, as arranged and cal-
culated by Aurora Town staff,
I received a year-end proper-
ty tax bill in the amount of 1
cent, payable by cheque.

(I rushed out to pay this
princely sum to avoid having
a lien put on my house for
non-payment).

With highly prized,

sophisticated, comput-
er/technology equipment
(paid for by Aurora taxpay-
ers), I would recommend
that the last payment month
of the year include these
minimal left over tax
charges, thereby avoiding
antagonizing property tax
payers with these, time con-
suming, frivolous amounts. 

This final tax bill can then
also be marked off with pay-
ment received in full, which
is not the case now.

No wonder Town Hall is
overstaffed by creating these

superfluous, nebulous activi-
ties.

(Even the scrappy Federal
Income Tax has a leeway of
$2.00)

Bureaucracy at its best!

Alex Vander Veen
Aurora

A poem on Poor Ronnie’s retirement
To the editor:

There was a young man
from North Bay

Who decided that he had
to have his say

He opened a Bookstore
And started a Paper

A true Canadian, he is
for sure, eh!

His name is Ron Wallace
And he's certainly not

flawless
He stubbornly sticks to

local news
Giving all a chance to
voice their views

In the industry he could
be considered a tyran-

nosaurus

Today we are told that he
will soon retire

This man whose ethics
we have grown to admire

Who will document the
happenings in Aurora?

Dick Illingworth has
passed, ACI expired
Will Romper continue
this work, I inquire?

Good Health, Wealth and
Happiness wishes are sent

in a plethora
To Ron, this concerned

resident, local businessman
living in Aurora

From co-workers, citi-
zens, friends, and readers

Who hope his retirement
is just from The Auroran

And that he keeps his
watchdog position 
that we all adora.

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

(Editor's Note: Ms. Tiffin
shared her poem for Ron
Wallace at his retirement
party in November and
shares it with readers)

GEORGE MAGLARIS 
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Historical Society to receive $50,000 from Town
By Brock Weir

The Aurora Historical
Society will again receive
a $50,000 grant in the
Town's 2012 budget. 

The decision was
made during budget
deliberations last month
at which AHS officials
Suzanne Reiner and
Catherine Richards pre-
sented their case for the
upcoming year. 

2011 saw increased
community outreach to
the public and organiza-

tions and the formation of
a number of partnerships,
they said, adding that this
year will be bigger with
the upcoming 150th
anniversary of Hillary
House. 

But while Councillors
approved the $50,000
item in the budget, a doc-
ument which is likely to
be finalized later this
month, some were "hesi-
tant" about approving the
grant because of uncer-
tainty related to the
Society's future opera-

tions.
Earlier in December

Councillors voted to
direct Town staff to dis-
cuss the Town assuming
ownership of the collec-
tions maintained by the
AHS and to look at alter-
nate ownership of Hillary
House, a national historic
site in the AHS' portfolio.
Councillor Michael
Thompson, for instance,
said he would prefer to
see what staff will report
back with before going
forward with the grant. 

"The only reason why I
am hesitant to extend it is
because there is another
thing that impacts every-
thing and I would like to
get the whole picture," he
said before adding, how-
ever, that it is important
to move the grant forward
because it is "essential"
for them to get money
from the Province. 

From the perspective
of Councillor Buck, the
$50,000 grant was origi-
nally intended in order to
employ a curator for the

historic collections, a
position she said absent
along with a museum. 

"My concern is when
the museum vanished,
and the collection was all
packed away in boxes and
the society continued to
retain the services of a
curator, although they
had no museum," she
said. "The curator
resigned and they direct-
ed it into other areas. I
can't suppor t that. I
moved last year that we
should add to this budget
to provide a curator who
would serve the historical
society but be in the
employ of the municipali-
ty."

Councillor Thompson
argued, on the other
hand, that a curator did
serve the residents of
Aurora last year and cura-
torial money was well
spent through community
events, exhibits at the
Cultural Centre and other
venues - including two
local schools which cele-
brated milestone anniver-
saries in 2011.

Last year, 1,654 arte-
facts were catalogued by
AHS volunteers and
entered into the data
base, along with 150
paintings, framed prints
and photographs for the
Aurora Collection, and
330 textile based ar te-
facts were recatalogued.
According to curator
Catherine Richards, cura-
torial assistance came
into play in up to 10
requests monthly for
research. 

A major donation cam-
paign is set to launch this
year, she added, and
fundraising related rev-
enues have seen $43,000
flow into AHS coffers.
This is coupled with 3,860
visits to Hillary House. 

"Over 4,200 volunteer
hours were generated in
2011," said AHS
President Suzanne
Reiner. "Through Service
Canada we employed two
summer students. We
were fortunate enough to
have a co-op placement
from St. Maximilian Kolbe
Catholic School. We were

fortunate to partner with
Fleming College to host
an internship placement
for the museum manage-
ment and curatorship pro-
gram.

"[The $50,000 grant]
will enable us to continue
to provide heritage serv-
ice to our community, to
promote the importance
of preservation for future
generations and help off-
set costs associated with
management and opera-
tions."

As far as community
operations, Councillors
also asked for the AHS'
take on claims that
Aurorans are not interest-
ed in having the formal
museum reinstated.

"Over the last several
months I heard a number
of references to the col-
lection - (1) that they
don't know where it is, (2)
that it is of no value, that
it is a bunch of junk that
people picked up in yard
sales, and (3) the owner-
ship always comes into
it," said Councillor Buck.
"From what you have told
us tonight there is a very
substantial collection now
that you're cataloguing it.
You need insurance and
there are other services
for this collection. Would
you dispute the com-
ments that have been
made that there is
no...interest in a museum
in Aurora?"

In response, Ms.
Reiner said that that
might be reflective of the
"wonderful job marketing
for the past 15 years and
getting their services out
to residents.

"There will always be
people out there who
don't know the whole
story or are not interested
in heritage interests so
we cer tainly have our
work cut out for us to edu-
cate them [that] we have
a collection that could be
on display and it is worth
investing in it too," said
Ms. Reiner.

"We always have the
public out there who don't
see what you see and it is
for us to get them to see
what we see."

Town could ditch Bullfrog deal
By Brock Weir

The Town could look at
alternative environmental
initiatives after some
Councillors expressed
doubt over the municipal-
ity's current contract with
Bullfrog Power. 

Currently there is a
$20,000 item in the 2012
budget for a premium
paid to the local Bullfrog
Power company for eco-
logo cer tif ied green
power at municipal facili-
t ies, an arrangement
which has been ongoing
since 2008. 

The Town's or iginal
contract with Bullfrog was
executed in March of that
year to have green power
in use at Town Hall and
was extended through
2011. The contract ends
this spring.

"The annual contribu-
tion for green power has
been $20,000 for a total
expense of $80,000 over
the past four years," said
Ilmar Simanovskis,
Aurora's Director of
Infrastructure, in a report
to Council. "This fee is
based on a per kilowatt

tariff of $0.03. The total
annual purchase for
Aurora is 667,000 kW
which represents approx-
imately 90 per cent of the
power use at Town Hall. 

"The benefit of buying
green cer tif ied power
through Bullfrog is the
reduction in greenhouse
gasses through use of
power generated from
alternative means. The
green power has resulted
in the Town of Aurora's
decreasing its emissions
footprint by approximate-
ly 145 tonnes of carbon
dioxide, 430 kilograms of
sulphur dioxide and 185
kilograms of nitrogen
oxide."

Some Councillors,
however, want to expand
these horizons a little bit
and look for alternative
ways of using this
$20,000 fund to have a
positive environmental
impact including previous
plans to lease out the
roof of the Stronach
Aurora Recreation
Complex (SARC) to gen-
erate solar energy under
Ontario's Feed-in-Tariff
(FiT) program.

"I think there are a
number of environmental
initiatives out there and
we have brought a few
forward to Council this
term," said Councillor
Michael Thompson. "At
the time we were talking
about the investment of
the SARC with the FiT
program as well as there
was a motion brought for-
ward from the MicroFiT
program, talking with the
region on some pilot pro-
grams for conservation
and other alternative
means.

"I would rather take
that $20,000 and apply it
to other programs and
initiatives that are out
there that can provide
more of an investment or
maybe more of a push
forward for our corporate
objectives than Bullfrog. I
believe there are better
initiatives out there...and
I ask staff to come back
with more alternatives,
whether it is Regional
pilot programs, whether
or not we just set it aside
until the province decides
to move forward with the
FiT program or not, but I

just think there are better
investments for us than
Bullfrog."

This motion was sup-
por ted by Councillors
Sandra Humfryes and
John Abel, the latter of
whom said he was not
"overwhelmed" with the
initiative and would like to
see "plenty" of other
options explored.

For others though,
including Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe and Chris Ballard, it
should be a matter of
patience in seeing what
Bullfrog comes back with
once the contract expires
in March and go from
there. 

"I would like to see
some suggestions or
alternatives of trying to
save the same amount of
emissions as using
Bullfrog would," said
Councillor Ballard. "I don't
know how you would ever
calculate that if you were
talking about a green
energy program for the
Town, but even an estima-
tion so we can try and
understand some of the
value."

This view was shared
by Councillor Humfryes,
who added she wanted all
the alternatives set out in
a report before the cur-
rent Bullfrog contract
wrapped up.

"In order for us to be
prepared for alternatives
we should have some-
thing before the end of
this contract," she said. 

According to Mr.
Simanovskis, the existing
Bullfrog contract requires
only 30 days notice to
cancel but the company is
obligated to provide the
Town with the current
package at the current
rate through March. After
that, he said, a repor t
would be brought back to
Council for authorization
to continue. It is an "easy
renewal," he said, but one
which requires Council
authorization.

Local dignitaries cut the ceremonial ribbon for the
Oak Ridges Retirement Community located at 12925
Yonge Street. Pictured left to right are Rod Wilson,
CEO of Signature Living, Richmond Hill Councillor
Greg Beros, Michael Mazzotta of Armour Heights
Developments, Philip Aubin of Oak Ridges
Retirement, Frank and Lucio Mazzotta of Armour
Heights, Richmond Hill Deputy Mayor Vito Spatafora,
Richmond Hill Councillor Godwin Chan, MPP Helena
Jaczek, Richmond Hill Councillor Nick Papa, and
Aurora Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. Holding the ribbon in
the front is Luca Mazzotta. The building will hold its
grand opening on January 16.
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Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3434$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 42 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE
Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Failed your road test?

We can help!

For more information about our individual 
driving lessons (standard or automatic) 

and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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“If you want to be
healthy and live to 100, do
QIQONG.” ~Dr. Oz

Over the past 5000 years
the wealthy and elite of China
had access to ancient secrets
that helped them build and
maintain health and vitality.
This self-healing art was
known as “Qigong” (pro-
nounced chee-gung).  No
longer restricted to the privi-
leged few, today Qigong is
being practiced by over 100
million people across China
to prevent and treat illness
and to help with continued
wellbeing. Scientifically
proven to reduce hyperten-
sion, high blood pressure and
to boost overall immunity, the
benefits of Qigong have
become so well established
the Chinese government
encourages everyone to
learn the practice.  Not only
does Qigong benefit the
health of the population, it
also saves billions of dollars
in medical care annually. 

From master to student,
the forms of Qigong spread
first from the elite to the gen-
eral population in China; and
now they’re passing  from
East to West. 

Having studied with mas-

ter teachers in China and
Tibet, one of the leaders of
Qigong in the west is Daisy
Lee, founder of Radiant Lotus
Womenʼs Qigong (RLWQ),
an empowering, nurturing
program that promotes self-
healing in women. 

Traveling around the world
ten months of the year to
teach, master Lee decided to
certify female instructors
across North America and
Europe to help share RLWQ
with others. 

One of these certified
instructors is Aurora resident,
Andrea Roth-Trimble.  Having
experienced personal healing
through this system, Roth-
Trimble is excited to share
RLWQ with her community.
“By integrating the principles
of Traditional Chinese
Medicine with Tibetan prac-
tices and Western thought,
Radiant Lotus Women’s
Qigong helps affect positive
changes in women's unique
anatomy.  It facilitates the
release of toxins while bal-
ancing female hormones.
Women who regularly prac-
tice RLWQ have achieved
lasting, measurable relief
from menstrual pain, breast
tenderness and menopausal
discomfort,” says Roth-

Trimble.  “As physical symp-
toms resolve and their bodies
come into balance, practition-
ers experience increased
awareness, an uplifted mood
and a deeper joy for life.”

RLWQ uses beautiful flow-
ing movements that are sim-
ple and easy to do, as well as
accupressure points, mas-
sage techniques, sound
vibration and meditation to
open the body's energy chan-
nels.  Flexibility, strength and
grace are increased while
stagnation is cleared from the
heart and lungs, allowing for
the release of long-held neg-
ative emotions.

Designed for women,
these teachings offer a path-
way to radiant health, inner
peace and a positive outlook
on life. The next session of
Radiant Lotus Women’s
Qigong classes is starting in
Aurora on Jan. 16th. 

Master Lee will be coming
to Aurora for a special pres-
entation ‘Qiqong for Boosting
the Immune System & Stress
Relief,’ January 12 at the
Aurora Public Library from 7  -
9 pm.   For more information
re classes or workshops,
email Andrea Roth-Trimble at
qigongyes@gmail.com or
visit http://yogaforlife.ca. 

QIGONG FOR WOMEN IN AURORA! 
Advertorial

Arts & Culture
Cultural Centre sets 

“ambitious” course for 2012
By Brock Weir

Nearly 20,000 visitors
came to the Aurora Cultural
Centre in 2011 according to
projections made by the
executive director Laura
Schembri as programming
wrapped up for the year, and
an "ambitious" schedule lies
ahead this year.

According to Ms.
Schembri, the Aurora Cultural
Centre is already booking
events into 2014 and is creat-
ing more displays for the use
of organizations like the
Aurora Historical Society in
the coming years, she said,
noting the Centre was grate-
ful for operational funding
received from the Town.

"This funding has enabled
the Centre to meet its man-
date in this, our first full year
of operations," she said. "We
now have in place active vol-
unteer rosters; we have creat-
ed a schedule of rotating
exhibitions, four concert
series, and will have fulfilled
four fundraising initiatives.
These events have been
extremely well attended and
local businesses have shown
enthusiasm for the opportuni-
ty to come on board with
sponsorships and in partner-
ship with us."

2011 was a year of growth
for the Cultural Centre, with
22 instructional programs and
16 concerts filling its rooms,
events which Ms. Schembri
said were "self sustaining"
through registrations and tick-
et sales. Exhibits in galleries
were changed approximately
every seven weeks and "30
significant displays to the
community and 46 activities
had a heritage component."

"To the end of our third
quarter, community volun-
teers had donated 3,400
hours of service to the
Centre," she said. "12,225
visits were logged to the end
of September and we predict
just under 20,000 visits to be
logged by the end of the
year."

Stable funding from the
Town helps the Centre to con-
duct long-term programs and
strategic plans to provide

Aurora with "diverse cultural
opportunities for cultural
expression", and this was
exemplified with two pro-
grams - Being Metis and Who
Am I? In Search of an
Answer. 

It was also evident in activ-
ities centered around south-
Asian art, dance and food,
and "telling stories of local
people, landmarks, institu-
tions, and activities," she
said.

From the perspective of
Rob Layton, Chair of the
Aurora Cultural Centre board,
the doubling of attendees of
the Centre in 2011 compared
to the previous year is indica-
tive of the support the facility
enjoys from the community.

"The immediate embrac-
ing of the Centre by Aurora
citizens proves that Council's
insight that with a little help
and encouragement
Aurorans were quick to get
together to celebrate their
heritage, history and share
their Culture," he said. "It has
been a privilege to respond to
the Town's request and a thrill
to be part of the Centre's
rapid success."

But what of Aurora's her-
itage and history? The first full
year of the Aurora Cultural
Centre's operations has been
dogged by criticisms by some
members of both the public
and Council of the Centre's
agreement with the Town -
which some do not see as a
benefit to the community -
and repeated calls to have
the Aurora museum reinstat-
ed within its walls.

The latter seems to be a
bone of contention that will
continue through this year if
the Cultural Centre's presen-
tation to Council during budg-
et deliberations last month is
any indication.

"Why is there no museum
at the Church Street School?"
asked Councillor Evelyn Buck
to Mr. Layton and Ms.
Schembri at the meeting,
before being cut off by Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe who said he
was not going to allow the
question. "You won't see me
at the Church Street School
until there is one."

Aurora's Town Park is
now illuminated nightly
until Family Day on
February 20 for Aurora's
Borealis. Town Park
trees were bursting with
colour as the thousands
of LED lights on their
boughs were lit at
Aurora Borealis’ kick
-off celebration on
December 19. In the top
photo above, carolers
from the Evergreen
Choir lent the 
occasion a festive air
while (below) one tree

brightened up its 
surroundings. 

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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The Staff and Board of Directors of the

 Aurora Cultural Centre
Wish You and Your Family

 A Happy and Healthy New Year in 2012!
In this, the anniversary month of our second year of operation, we wish to thank our partners, supporters, friends and volunteers 

who have all contributed to making the Aurora Cultural Centre a success.  We look forward to delivering arts, 
culture and heritage programming in the coming year and will continue to build strong relationships within our community. 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
     & Town of Aurora Councillors
Town of Aurora Staff
Abraham & Iacobelli Family
Addiction Services of York Region
Akiko Chung
Andrew Novosky
Angela & Giuseppe Vitale
Ann Mortimer
Ann Sercl
B.A. Sercl
Annalisa Asian Fusion Cuisine
Anton Kuerti
Apple Self Storage
Artcures Inc.
Arts Society King
Aurora Chamber of Commerce
Aurora Community Band
Aurora Farmers Market
Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society
Aurora High School Jazz Band
Aurora High School Visual Art Grads
Aurora Historical Society
Aurora Jazz+ Festival
Aurora/Newmarket Family Health Team
Aurora Performing Arts Group
Aurora Public Library
Aurora Seniors Association
Aurora Seniors Centre
Aurora Writers’ Guild
Aurora’s Kitchen Accents
AuroraClicks.com
Ballard Family
Barb & Scott Allan
Bayview Secondary School Art Grads
Bayview Watercolour Society
Bernadette & Michael Preyde
Bill Oliver
Black Forest Garden Centre
Blue Hills Child and Family Services
Bob Leonard
Bonnie & Norbert Kraft
Bonsai Hill Tea Shop
Browne Family
Canadian Association of Retired People 
     (Newmarket/Aurora)
Canadian Commission for UNESCO
Canadian Federation of University Women
Canadian Hard of Hearing Association 
     York Chapter
Canadian Mental Health Association
     of York Region
Canadian Multicultural Links Association
Carol & Arden Nerling
Carol Sharp
Carole Heard
Carolyn Stirling – PartyLite
Catherine Campbell – Regional Advisor; 
     Ministry of Culture
Cathy & Neil Harris
Cave Spring Winery
Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation

City of Orillia
Clifford Sarjeant
Coleen Spencer
Community Living Aurora/Newmarket District
Damir Vrancic
Danielle & Herbert Pryke
Dave Woodhead Royal Lepage
David Rankine
David Schembri Design
Dawe Family
Deaf, Blind Ontario Services (Newmarket)
Diane & Betty Hughes
Dorothy Gummersall
Durham Writers’ Guild
Edward Street Market & Bistro
Elman Campbell Museum
Employment Services of York
Empty Bowls Committee, PTPG
Ernestine Tahedl
Estate of Vera Emma Ray
Falk & Taylor Family
Family Services of York Region
fraktals
Frank Klees, MPP 
G & K Allan
G.W. Williams High School
Gabriel’s Café
Georgina Arts Centre & Gallery
Girl Guides #37
Graystones Restaurant
Greenland Smith
Gregg Lawless
Heidi & Bob Franken
Helen & Ivor Roberts
Hollandview Trail Retirement Community
INFO Aurora
Intercity Insurance Services
Investor’s Group RO 607
Jacqueline Stuart
James Miller
Jane Coop
Joanne & Peter Hughes
Job Skills Ontario
Joe & Angela Vitale
John McIntyre
John Sewell
Johnson Financial Group
Jonathan’s Mediterranean Restaurant
Judy & Art Craig
Judy Stauffert & Bill Kummer
Karen Merk Photography
Karon & John Falk
Katherine Belrose
Ken Whitehurst
Kerry’s Place Autism Services
Khryme Syndicate
King Township Museum
King Weekly
Laura & David Schembri
Lauraine Perry
Leonard Family
Liberal Party of Canada (Ontario)

Lillian Michiko & Joe Blakey
Living York Region
Lloyd Johnson
Lois Brown, MP
Longo’s Aurora
Lynch + Comisso 

Margaret Lai
Markham Arts Council
Markham Museum
Marlene & Fred Ash
Martin Keogh – The Club at Bond Head
Mary & Ken Smith
Mary Jeanne & Leslie Oliver
Maunder’s Food Shop
Meridian Credit Union
Mert & Douglas Hubley
Mike Beard and Associates
Milwel Construction
Mind, Body & Soul 
Most Excellent Productions
Multimedia Film Festival of York Region
Mythic Productions
Nancy & Craig Mather
Neighbourhood Network
Newmarket/Aurora Provincial Liberal Association
Nikkei Voice
Nina Whalen
O’Malley’s Catering
Ontario Registered Music Teachers Association
Ontario Trillium Foundation
Opera Aurora
Pandora’s Box Salon
Park Place Manor
Parkers Cleaners
Parsons and Cummings
Pathways to Perennials
Patricia Innes
Paul Neufeld
Paul Lynham
Paula Keogh - PartyLite
Paulette Popp
Penny & Don McCahill
Phyllis & Brian Morris
Pickering College
Pine Tree Potters’ Guild
Playwrights of Spring
Practice Builder Program
Probus Club
Pulumbarit De Wall Hughes
Queen’s York Rangers Regimental Association
Rafferty and Russell Real Estate
Rave Audio Visual
Red Rhino
Region of York Quilters Guild
Regional Municipality of York
Regional Tourism Organization Zone 6

Richard Hunter
Robert Spencer
Rogers TV
Rona (Aurora)

Roving Chef
Sabynthe Jones
Sacred Heart High School
Sara Levine Petroff – Petroff Gallery
Sarah Vander Heide
Scott Mortimer
Sheila Ghazarian
Sher St. Kitts
Silver Birch Contracting
Simply Yummy Bakery
Slate Magazine
Smith & Layton
SNAP Aurora
Society of York Region Artists (SOYRA)
Spacesavers Solutions Inc.
Station Gallery, Whitby
S-trip 
Susan Barak
Susan Walmer
Suzanne Olejnik – Pampered Chef
Tapestry Choir
The Auroran
The Lifesaving Company
The Month Ahead
The Partnership Network
The Whole Note Magazine
Theatre Starts
Tony Abela
Tourism Industry Association of Ontario
Town of Markham
Town of Newmarket
Trinity Anglican Church
Unionville High School
     Performing Arts Music Department
United Way of York Region
V. Joyce Jones
Vandenbosche Jewellers
Varley Gallery
Vera & Jack Howard
Voices of Joy Choir
Welcome Wagon Aurora
Wesley Black
Women’s Centre of York Region
Writers’ Community of York Region
Yonge Street Winery
York Catholic District School Board
York Catholic Elementary Principal/V.P. Association
York Durham Archives & Museums Association
York Music Camp 
York Pride Fest
York Region Arts Council
York Region Children’s Chorus
York Region Community and Health Services
York Region District School Board
York Region District School Board
     Visual Arts Council
York Region Environmental Alliance
York Region Food Network
York Region Media Group
York Region Small Business Enterprise
Young Associates

Artists, instructors, musicians, lecturers and performers
Andrea Koziol
Angel’s Art for Japan
Ann Mortimer
Anton Kuerti
Artcures Inc.
Artists of Community Living 
     Newmarket/Aurora District
Aurora High School – Grade 12 Grads
Aurora Historical Society
Aurora Seniors Centre Artists 
     – Points of View Exhibition
Aurora Seniors Centre – Silver Stars, 
     Evergreen Choir, Let’s Create,
     Square Dancers
Aurora Seniors Centre Wood Carvers
Bob Leonard
Brendan Ko
Canadian Commission for UNESCO
Césan D’Ornellas Levine

Clare Bolton
David Partridge
David Rankine
Deborah Campo
Dirk Michiels
Don McCahill
Dorothy Clark McClure
Elizabeth Schumann
Evelynne Ross
Faye Mullen
Fergus Marsh
Fred & Marlene Ash
George Boyer
George Kash 
George St. Kitts
Georgina Arts Centre & Gallery
Glenn Marais
Greg King
Gregg Lawless

Helen Rodrigues
Helen Walter
Herbert Pryke
Howard Rabkin
Hugh Marsh
Humber River Shakespeare Co.
Ingrid Ruthig
Jacqueline Stuart
James Miller
Jamie Parker
Jane Coop
John McIntyre
John Sewell
John Sheard
Karen Merk – Photogallery Program 
     & Portraits of Giving
Karl Kohnen
Katherine Belrose
Katja Van den Enden 

Khatcho Yazdejian
LCol (Ret’d) Kirk Corkery
Lester McLean
Lillian Michiko Blakey
Linda Finn
Lindsie Canton
Lis Simpson
Lloyd Johnson
Marcelo Suaznabar
Marianne  Broome
Martin Van de Vens
Maureen Munsie
Michael Occhipinti
Nancy Newman
Nathalie Bertin
Nathan Cyprys
Ontario Society of Artists (OSA)
Paul Neufeld

Queen’s York Rangers
     Regimental Association
Quisha Wint
Rob Clutton
Robin Armstrong
Royal Canadian Academy of Arts (RCA)
Ruth Devor
Scott Sillcox – Heritage Sports Art
Shirley & Geoffrey Russell
Stacey Kaniuk 
Starry, Starry Night Silent Auction 
     – Generous Artist Donors
Steve Somerville
Sultans of String
The Good Lovelies
Valerie Kent
YCDSB & YRDSB
     Secondary School Teachers 
      – Love the Teachers Exhibition

Ashley Lewis
Bonnie Kraft
Cathy Harris
Craig Mather
Douglas Hubley
Frank Pulumbarit
Heidi Franken
Helen Roberts
Karin Allan
Leslie Oliver

Previous and current Members
of the Board of Directors

Peter Townsend
Richard Hunter
Robert Layton
Sandra Iacobelli
Shirley Russell
Susan Morton-Leonard
Susan Shaw 
Tracey Cox
Tracy Smith

Thank You

To our over 150 enthusiastic volunteers

To the individuals, families, businesses, rental groups and visitors 
who support our many programs, events, concerts, exhibitions, 
lectures, sing-alongs – and more!

Engaging and enriching the community
through arts, culture and heritage.

22 Church Street, Aurora,
ON, Canada L4G 1G4

t 905 713 1818 f 905 713 1301
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca

Thank You
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House League
107 Timbits -

Nashville/Silver  6 - Andrew
Parsons 3G, Ben Cordingly 1G,
Jordan Sieber 1G, Philip
Lamparter 1G 1A. 106 Timbits -
San Jose/Teal  3 - Braeden
Marchant 1G, Bradley Gardiner
1G, Sam White 1G, Adriano
Fanuzzi 1A. 

108 Timbits - Atlanta/Sky   3
- Marco Djordjevic 3G, Malcolm
Parkinson 1A, Thomas Bradley,
shutout.  105 Timbits -
Pittsburg/Black   0.

102 Timbits - Boston/Gold
5. 104 Timbits - St. Louis/Blue
5.

101 Timbits - Calgary/Red
6 - Matthew Keizer 4G, Luca
Pugliese 1G 2A, Kellan
Sherman 1A. 103 Timbits -
Toronto/ White  2 - Justine Chu
1G 1A. 

201 Caravan Kids - Calgary
/Red  6 - Aiden Peel 1G 1A, Liam
Parris 1G, Ty Hartley 1G, Jonah
Spataro 3G, Michael Valenti 1A.
203 Caravan Kids - Toronto/
White  5 - Stefano Iervasi 2G,
Aidan Quinn 3G, Reid McMann
1A, Glenn Steward 1A, Michael
Jiang 1A.

204 Caravan Kids - St.
Louis/ Blue   4 - MacIssac
Eveleigh 2G, Andrew Flores 1G,
Liam Morassutti 1G 1A. 202
Caravan Kids - Boston/Gold  2
- Rory Callaghan 1G, Sebastian
Santagato 1G, Nicholas Young
1A, Gregory Welsch 1A. 

410 McDonald's/Orange  4 -
Giuliano Iervasi 3G, Kyle
Trumper 1G, Luke Parris 1A,
Jake Byrne 1A, Aaron Murphy-
Sealy 1A,  Michela Venosa 1A.
402 McDonald's /Gold  3
Cameron Lang 1G, Thomas
Raeburn 1G, Austin Martin 1G,
Luke Pignatelli 1A, Ethan Richie
1A, .

406 McDonald's/Purple   4 -
Jackson Galbraith 2G, Griffen
Charnley 1G, Michael DE Blasis
1G, Giancarlo Appollonia 1A.
401 McDonald's/Red   3.

407 McDonald's - Kelly
Green  3 - Stuart Bishenden 1G,
Colby Harrison 1G, Nathan
Mohabeer 1G, Evan Winter 1A,
Hunter Gilpin-Mier 1A.  405
McDonald's/Black  3 - Eric
Flicker Flicker 1G, Joshua
Anselmo 1G, Ian Hilgendorff 1G,
Justin Just 1A, Owen Bell 1A.   

607 Crabby Joes   3 - Tyler
Frise 1G, Anthony Livia 1G,
Raffaele Parente 1G, Christian
Ferguson 1A, Nathan Sherrard
1A, Jack Chivers 1A.  602
Aurora Home Hardware Bldg

Ctr  2 - Tristan Hicks 1G, Liam
DeSouza 1G, Matthew Parkin
1A, Brandon Hui 1A.  

604 Omar's Shoes   6 -
Pravav Rendalkar 1G, Jacob
Leblanc 2G 1A, Joshua
Fallavollita 1G,  Andrew Warner
1A.  605 Crossley Contracting
Ind. Restoration  1 - Noah
Murphy-Sealy 1G, Dustin
Crossley 1A.

610 IOOF Aurora Lodge
#148  6 - Jacob Cann 1G, Niklas
Seidel 3G, Dylan Clark 1G 1A,
Sean Mackrell 2A, Chris Sands
2A.  612 H.J. Pfaff Audi   3 -
Dylan Cowell 1G, Ian Lefrançois
1G, Jack Camplin 1G 1A, Louis
Wood 1A.  

608 Mastermind Toys   3 -
Evan Lambert 2G, Nicklaus Reid
1G, Nolan Roy 1A, Kyle Gillies
1A.  601 Chouinard Bros.   2 -
Ryan Lewis 1G, Jackson
Clements 1G, Matthew Glionna
1A, Jacob Fulford 1A. 

611 Rotary Club   4 - Connor
DeVogel 2G 2A, Ryan Cameron
1G, Justin Miller 1A.  609
Kumon Aurora-East   3 - Josh
Hookey 1G, Matthew Winters 1G
1A, Patrick Facca 1A, Stanley
Volchok 1A, Jack Campbell 1A.

807 Crabby Joe's  4 -
Joshua Capodagli 1G, Peter
McKerracher 2G, Adam Wilson
1G 1A, Alex Goncalves 1A,
Chris Sutherland 1A, Blake
Holtby 1A.  809 Danny & Scotty
Puck Bandits  1 - Jacob Hayton
1G, Bryan Leary 1A. 

803 McAlpine Ford  4 -
Connor Tripp 2G, Michael Walsh
1G, Adam Ashraf 1G.  805
Lakeshore Valu-Mart  0.

803 McAlpine Ford  5 -
Michael Walsh 1G 1A, Ryan
Simmons 1G, James Eydt 2G,
Liam Gray 1G 1A, Jordan
Bodimeade 1A, Adam Ashraf
1A, Kyle Jeppesen 1A, Conor
Braund 1A, Joshua Lye 1A, Alex
Sesto 1A.  806 Backyard Pool &
Spa Co. Ltd.  3.

804 Optimist Club of
Aurora  4. 805 Lakeshore Valu-
Mart   1.

807 Crabby Joe's  4 - Peter
McKerracher 2G 2A, Chris
Sutherland 1A, Cory Brear 2A,
Michael Dowling 1A.  802
Aurora Home Hardware Bldg
Ctr.  4 - Nicholas Scougall  1G,
Allister Johnston 2G, Devon
Hope 1G, Lockhart McMann 1A,
Justin Laird 2A,  Nathan
Romanych 1A.

808 Laurion Law Office  4.
810 Benson, Kearley IFG   4 -
Geoff Siow 1G, James Power 1G
1A, Ryan Batten 1G, Zach Keller
1A, Andre Cristillo 1A, Riley

Callaghan 1A, Mitchell Albert
1A, Harrison Lambrinos 1A. 

801 Diamond
Groundskeeping Services  4 -
Michael Imseis 1G, Jeff Stobo
1G, Greg Rutherford 1G, Jordan
Screech 1G, Brett Diamond 1A,
Cameron Screech 2A,  Liam
Richardson 1A, Josh Mohabeer
1A  Brent Legrow, shutout.   809
Danny & Scotty Puck Bandits -
0. 

901 Rogers TV  7 - Andrew
Walter 3G 2A, Alexander Seto
1G, Paul Louis Steiner 1A, Ryan
Dowling 2A,  Daniel
Wochenmarkt 1A. 908 Benson,
Kearley IFG  6 - Mark Presacco
2G 1A, Mitch Lamantia 1G,
James Johnston 1G, Kentner
Arkell 2G, Luc Martineau 1G 2A,
Liam Devlin 1A, Zackery Landry
1A, Jordan Stephenson 1A.  

909 Manhattan Trophies
Ltd.  3 - Ian Coschi 1G, Brian
Pedron 1G, Kevin Siery 1G,  Ben
Black 1A.  911 AHPA  2 - Russel
Johnson 1G, Kieran Cullen 1G,
Michael Arcuri 2A.  

907 Crabby Joe's  2 - Austin
Megit 1G, Joshua Bell 1G.  902
Aurora Chrysler  2 - Connor
McQuillan 1G, Cody Mulhern
1G.

910 INARIA  5 - Peter
Sandwell 1G 1A, Matthew
Walker 1G, Cody Child 1G, Baily
Miller 1G, Mitchell Palmer 2A,
Andrew Hall 1A, Lukas Marek
1A, Andreas Mikkelsen 1A.  912
Pizza Pizza   3 - Casey Severini
3G, Tyler Hindley 1A, Kyle
Strachan 1A.  

904 North York Plumbing &
Heating  7 - Alexander Harrison
2G, Liam MacKichan 2G, Declan
Johnston 1G 1A, Josh Lawlor
1G 3A, Kienan Osborne 1A,
Jason Glionna 1A, Adam Petit
1A, Kevin Wood 1A, Francois
Bicego, shutout.  905
Continental Ingredients  0.

903 A.D.C. Aluminum  6 -
Matthew Sanita 3G, Thomas
Scougall 1G 2A, Harris Riopelle
1G, Jesse Borin 2A, Michael
Tanel 1A, Joseph Veneziano 1A,
Nicholas Chethuan 1A.  906 ATS
Healthcare   2 - Will Brogan 1G,
Sam Steenhorst 1G, Sajjad
Akbar 1A,   

912 Pizza Pizza   5 - Kyle
Strachan 2G, Casey Severini
1G, Dylan Indos 1G 1A, Carson
Roell 2A. 911 AHPA   1 - Kieran
Cullen 1G, Leon Vizkin 1A.    

909 Manhattan Trophies
Ltd.   5 - MIchael McCreesh 3G
1A, Eric Bulloch 1G, Dustin
Partanen 3A,  Aiden Woods 1A,
Chris End 1A.  902 Aurora
Chrysler   4 - Connor McQuillan

2G, Ben Hankins 1G 1A, Andrew
Staples 1A,  Alexander
McDonald 1A.   

901 Rogers TV  3 - Ryan
Dowling 2G, Alex Seto 1G,
Michael Perryman 1A, Paul
Louis Steiner 1A, Daniel
Wochenmarkt 1A, Johnathan
Hurtubise 1A, Mitchell Waite 1A.
910 INARIA  3 - Peter Sandwell
1G, Baily Miller 1G, Matthew
Walker 1G, Mitchell Arnold 1A,
Cody Child 1A.  

Rep League
Tyke - Select - Richmond

Hill  3.   Aurora  2 - Daniel Iwai
1G, Cameron Boyd 1G,  William
Haines 1A, Thomas Guilbert 1A.   

Tyke - Select - Barrie  5.
Aurora  1 - Jake Worthman 1G,
Tucker Kauffeldt 1A.    

Novice AA -  New
Tecumseth  3.  Aurora  1 -
Charles Huxley 1G.   

Novice AA -  Aurora  3 -
Nicholas Pisapia 1G, Michael
Crowe 1G, Charles Huxley 1G,
Myles Graham 1A, Hunter Kolm
1A.  Markham   2. 

Novice AA -  Aurora  3 -
Michael Crowe 1G 1A, Jack
Sutherland 3A, Calum Ormond
1A, Jack MacFarland, shutout.
Richmond Hill   0.     

Novice A -  Orillia  5.
Aurora  0. 

Minor Atom AA -  Aurora  8
- Zachary Kolm 1G 1A, Ethan
Cameron 1G 1A, Carter Beswick
1G 3A, Evan Vierling 2G 1A,
Harrison Bennett 1A, Liam
Mahoney 1A, Sam Lombard 1A,
Josh Lombard 1A, Daniel Gaeta
1A, Andrew Langlois 1A, Anton
Thompson 1A. Newmarket   3.    

Minor Atom AA -  Aurora 5
- Dylan DaCosta 1G, Daniel
Gaeta 2G 1A, Carter Beswick
1G 2A, Evan Vierling 3A, Ethan
Cameron 1A, Jake Adams 2A.
Georgina Blaze  2.

Minor Atom AA -  Aurora 3
- Daniel Gaeta 1G, Dylan
DaCosta 1G, Evan Vierling 1G
1A, Alexander Imperio, shutout.
Richmond Hill  0. 

Minor Atom AA  -  Barrie  9.
Aurora  1 - Dylan DaCosta 1G,
Jake Adams 1A.  

Minor Atom AE -
Stouffville   6.  Aurora  4 -
Joshua Torres 1G 1A, Zachary
Grant 1G, Carson Tidd 2G,
Curtis Manley 2G, Sam
MacLeod 1A, Cole Nip 2A, Sean
Haw 2A, James Sproul 2A,
Carson Klein 1A.

Minor Atom AE -  Aurora  2
-  Carson Tidd 1G, Joshua Torres
1G, Quinn Spicer 1A, Curtis

Manley 1A.  Richmond Hill   2.  
Minor Atom AE -  Aurora  2

- Jonathon Gagnon 1G, Carson
Tidd 1G, George Worth 1A.
Stouffville  1.  

Minor Atom AE -  Aurora
11 - Zachary Grant 2G 3A,
Carson Tidd 2G, Joshua Torres
2G, Alexander Arcuri 1G, James
Sproul 1G 1A, Jonathon Gagnon
3G 2A, Sam MacLeod 1A, Cole
Nip 1A, Curtis Manley 1A, Sean
Haw 1A, George Worth 1A,
Aidan Nitsopoulos 1A, Justin
Lacroix, shutout. Richmond Hill
2.

Atom A -  Aurora  7 -
Anthony Iacovetta 3G, Andrew
Park 1G 1A, Spencer Morrison
1G 1A, Anthony DiPietro 1A,
Matthew McConnell 1A, Craig
Therkildsen 3A, Blair Crabbe 2A,
Jack Campbell 1A.   Bradford
3. 

Atom A -  Aurora  6 -
Anthony Iacovetta 4G, Jason
Gage 1G, Adam Wloka 1G, Blair
Crabbe 3A, Matthew McConnell
2A, Craig Therkildsen 1A, Dylan
Prescott 1A. Markham 4. 

Atom AE -   Stouffville   3.
Aurora  2 - Russell Tanaka 1G,
Carson Williams 1G, Alex
Sandras 1A, Noah Dempsey 1A.   

Atom AE -  Aurora  6 - Luke
Catania 3G 1A, Jeremy
Gonsalves 1G, Ryan McCartney
1G 1A, Jack Patterson 3A,
Carson Williams 1A, Noah
Dempsey 1A, Joseph Di
Michele, shutout. Bradford  0.      

Atom AE - Stouffville   6.
Aurora  2 - Luke Catania 2G,
Carson Williams 2A, Jack
Patterson 1A. 

Minor Peewee AA -
Markham  3.  Aurora  0. 

Minor Peewee AA - East
Gwillimbury  5.   Aurora  3 -
Nicholas Keller 1G, Andrew
Jorgensen 1G, Brandon
Vaughan 1G 1A, Ty Boisseau
1A.  

Minor Peewee AA -
Georgina   5.  Aurora  3 -
Jaedon Jackson 1G, Anthony
Magnante 1G 1A, Riley McGrath
1G, Brandon Vaughan 1A, Julien
Aben 1A, Matthew Hollett 1A. 

Minor Peewee A -  Aurora
1.  Markham  1.

Minor Peewee A -  Aurora
4.  Richmond Hill   0.   

Minor Peewee A -   Aurora
5. Barrie  4. 

Minor Peewee AE - Barrie
5.  Aurora  3 - Mathew Hastings
1G 1A, Braden Reid 2G,
Thomas Morra 1A,  Lucas
Surace 1A, Francesco Scuglia
1A.  

Minor Peewee AE -  Aurora

1 -  Fin Reeves 1G, Peter
Chimienti 1A,  Colin Windle 1A.
Newmarket   1.

Peewee AA -  Aurora  2.
Stouffville   2.    

Peewee RS -  Aurora   4.
Oshawa  4.

Peewee RS -  Aurora  4.
Oshawa  3..  

Peewee RS -  Aurora  9.
Georgina Blaze  1.  

Peewee RS -  Aurora  5.
Georgina  3.

Peewee RS -  Aurora  7.
East Gwillimbury  1. 

Minor Bantam AA -  Aurora
3 - Graham Sanford 1G, Evan
Cherubini 1G, Bryan Manweiler
1G, Zack Phillips 1A, Taylor
Kauffeldt 1A.  Markham  1. 

Minor Bantam AA -  Aurora
3 - Tyler Williams 2G, Evan
Woodhead 1G 1A, Graham
Sanford 1A,  Graham Dynes 1A,
Bryan Manweiler 1A, Bobby
Jonkman 1A.  Newmarket   0. 

Minor Bantam AA -  Aurora
2 - Tyler Williams 1G 1A, Evan
Woodhead 1A, Evan Cherubini
1A, Jordan Zammit 1A.
Georgina  1. 

Minor Bantam AA -   New
Tecumseth  1.  Aurora  0.

Minor Bantam AA -
Richmond Hill  4.  Aurora  2 -
Zack Phillips 1G, Jack Pecora
1G, Jared Brown 1A. 

Minor Bantam A -  Aurora
3 - Colin Kostin 1G 1A, Tristan
Kuchar 1G, Will Ashton 1G,
Cooper Hewgill 1A, Alec
Magnante 1A, Cameron Zinner
1A, Adam Caicco 1A.
Newmarket  3. 

Minor Midget A -  Aurora  6
- Liam Coll 3G 1A, James
Thomson 1G, Robert Stokes 1G,
Jordan Nanos 1A,  Jack Caldwell
3A, Zac Cowl 2A, Austin
Persaud 1A, Erik Balkovec 1A,
Nathan Sinclair 1A, Matthew
Tozer 1A. Innisfil   3. 

Minor Midget A -  Aurora
7 - Liam Coll 3G 1A, Zac Cowl
1G, Erik Balkovec 1G 2A, Jack
Caldwell 2A, Evan Jackson 3A,
Nathan Sinclair 1A, Kyle Nice
1A, Robert Stokes 1A. East
Gwillimbury   1.  

Minor Midget A -  Aurora  2
- Evan Jackson 1G, James
Thomson 1G, Jordyn Thomson,
shutout.   Barrie  0.

Minor Midget A -  Aurora  6
- Liam Coll 2G, Jordan Nanos
1G, James Thomson 1G 2A,
Alec Ground 1G, Jack Caldwell
1A, Matthew Tozer 1A, Nathan
Sinclair 1A, Kyle Nice 1A, Erik
Balkovec 2A, Brayden Bewswick
1A, Jordyn Thomson, shutout.
East Gwillimbury   0. 

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca SPORTS
905-727-3300 Week of January 3, 2012theauroran.com

Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association

Results, up to December 25, 2011



THE AURORAN, Week of January 3, 2012 - 11

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

York    Spring    
Division of York Spring & Radiator Service 1968Division of York Spring & Radiator Service 196

BEAT 
THE 
SNOW!

• Extra Leaves &  Rearching 
• Timbren Load Springs 
• Air Bags 
• Air Lifts 
• H. Duty Shocks 
• Trailer Hitches 

Get your 
truck ready 

for snowplowing, 
salting, firewood

727-3121
60 Industrial Pkwy N., Aurora 
Don’t get caught with your bumper dragging

Service 

905

Aurora is “behind the eight ball”
when it comes to sports fields

By Brock Weir

Aurora is "behind the eight
ball" in providing an adequate
number of playing fields for res-
idents, but a proposed multi-
use field at Stewart Burnett
Park is a step in the right direc-
tion.

The words came from Al
Downey, Aurora's Director of
Parks and Recreation to
Councillors in the last budget
deliberation meeting before the
New Year. The Town is approxi-
mately 10 soccer fields behind
residents' needs, he said, and
the problem is getting "urgent."

"These multi-purpose fields
go a long way to satisfy [these
needs]," said Mr. Downey. "We
know that we have a looming
issue in regards to the fields
that have been provided by St.
Andrew's College. They have
been a great partner but they
are not going to be a partner

forever. Each year becomes a
little more difficult, so the school
fields are becoming a little less
accessible to us just because of
the condition."

The 2012 budget identifies a
multi-purpose field to be built at
Stewart Burnett Park this year.
The field is expected to be of
use to soccer, football, rugby,
and a number of other groups.
If built, it is proposed it would be
fully illuminated with artificial turf
underfoot "in order to achieve
the maximum amount of pro-
grammable hours for all user
groups wishing to permit the
field."

Previous experience with
artificial turf - notably at the
Sheppard's Bush field - indi-
cates that it outperforms exist-
ing natural turf fields from both
programming and operational
costs perspectives, according
to Mr. Downey.

The field comes with a

$150,000 price tag which will be
covered by development
charges and cash-in-lieu of
parkland reserves.

If approved, the Parks
Department hopes to get con-
struction going as soon as pos-
sible with a target date for open-
ing to user groups in the spring
of 2013. Before that happens
though a number of discus-
sions have to take place with
stakeholders and a further
report could be coming back to
Council as early as February.

"I certainly would like to
commence the design tomor-
row," said Mr Downey. "We
know we have some servic-
ing...and grading issues, so the
sooner we can get started the
better. If we don't get construc-
tion started in the fall we're not
going to have this field available
to us come the spring of 2013
which we are trying to aim
towards. I am concerned we're

not going to meet our time com-
mitment to our user groups."

Based on discussions last
month, Councillors expressed
favour in putting out a request
for proposal to get the field
designs underway, something
they said would be a good
investment in getting the ball
rolling. 

"It is important that we send
a good message out that if we
can commit to saying let's go
forward now, we'll get the
design and still hold depending
on Mr. Elliott's report
and...make a decision then on
whether we go forward or not,"
said Councillor John Abel. "The
money that we spent on the
design is money in the bank
because it can be employed at
any time."

A future report is also set to
speak to Aurora's deficit in
parks and how that can be
addressed.

Local runner abandons record hopes
By Brock Weir

Aurora Seniors' Centre
member and avid runner
George Biondic has had to
pull out of his effort to set a
national record for his age
group in a race in the
United States on Saturday. 

Mr. Biondic, 59, with-
drew from the race with
100 kilometres under his
belt but bowed out for
medical reasons. On his

third visit to the nurse it
was discovered he had a
valley fever infection in his
foot which required treat-
ment. 

Mr. Biondic hoped to set
a record in the 50 to 59
group in a 72 hour
marathon in Arizona which
kicked off Thursday and
wrapped up on New Year's
Day. His goal was 426 kilo-
metres.

"George will run as

energy resources permit
and walk relentlessly to
cover the distance goal he
set for himself," wrote
Brian Warburton of the
Seniors' Centre prior to the
event. "He will sleep
approximately four hours
each night after the first
and second day, eating
and drinking while running
or walking. No waking time
is lost needlessly."

In an email to support-

ers, Mr. Biondic said every-
thing was going well until
the third visit to the nurse. 

"[It] required high doses
of antibiotics by intra-
venous," he said. "Rapid
intervention was required
on that occasion otherwise
it would have been game
over. Valley fever bacteria,
which is highly present in
this area, could go to the
lungs and bones and
cause TB-like symptoms."

Aurora's Atom AE Tigers won the North Toronto Christmas Tournament on New Year's Eve with a 4-2 
victory over Forest Hill. The team, pictured above left, celebrates the winning goal while to the right, the
team gathers around its trophy. Tyler Sawyer, Alex Sandras and Jeremy Gonsalves scored the first three
goals for the Tigers and Luke Catania capped off the game by tipping in a shot from Owen Romano.

Tigers hoping for hot start to 2012 games
By Kevin Michie

The Aurora Tigers ended
2011 on a sour note and will be
looking for a quick start out of
the gate in 2012.

The Tigers lost to the
Burlington Cougars 5-4 on
December 23, but will have an
opportunity to redeem them-
selves early this month. 

Aurora kicks off the New

Year Tuesday in a game
against the Orangeville Flyers
before heading to Stouffville on
Thursday for a date with the
Spirit.

Following a slew of penal-
ties in overtime against
Burlington, the Tigers will be
without forward Derek
Sheppard against both
Orangeville and Stouffville.
Forward Adam Moody will

miss action against the Spirit.
Both were placed on league
suspension following fights in
the extra frame on December
23.

The Tigers continue their
week in Milton on Friday before
concluding the week on
Sunday in Huntsville playing
the Otters.

The club currently sits in
fourth place, with 43 points, in

the tightly contested North
Division. The club sits three
points behind Markham for
third and five points behind
Stouffville for second. The
Newmarket Hurricanes contin-
ue to run away with the division
with a commanding 55 points.

Following the acquisition of
Chad Bennett, Andrew
Goldberg and Kory Kennedy in
November, the Tigers became

much more of an offensive
force. That offensive prowess,
however, was lost down the
stretch in 2011 as the Tigers
dropped their last three games
in a row, and four of their last
six. The three losses in a row all
came in a shootout.

Goaltender Brett Sinclair
said in order for the Tigers to
compete moving forward, the
team is going to need, "tight
defense." 

"Our whole team is going to
have to come together," he
said. "We can't rely on one per-
son to score our goals, so
everyone is going to have to
chip in."

While the Tigers were strug-
gling to score during their losing
skid in December, the club con-
tinued to wield a strong penalty
kill, going 1-14 while down a
man in their last three games.

They continued to lag
behind, however, while on the
power play. During the losing
streak, Aurora went 3 for 23

with the extra man on the ice
and, according to Mr. Goldberg,
that will be key moving forward.

"We're coming together as
a team now, but our power play
is defiantly key," said Mr.
Goldberg, who has seven
goals and six assists in his 13
games with the club. "We have
to capitalize on those chances."

The Tigers have 15 games
left in the season, including two
each against Markham and
Stouffville, and seven games
against teams with a losing
record.

There is a lot of opportunity
for the club to move up the
standings before the playoffs
and with the upgrades at for-
ward and most recent upgrade
on defence, picking Brendon
Barletta from Huntsville, the
Tigers are primed to make a
strong run into the playoffs.

Puck drop for tonight's
home game is scheduled for
7.30 inside the Aurora
Community Centre.

Christmas Special  

 31/
OVECHKIN hockey sticks

U+ CRAZY LIGHT STICKS 
While supplies last 

15483 Yonge St.  Aurora  905-841-5757
Also available at our 2 local Pro Shops

OFF
OPEN SUNDAYS
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Follow us across the web:                www.uweightloss.com                uweightloss.com/facebook                twitter.com/uweightloss

Discover the difference of a doctor-formulated 
health, weight loss and lifestyle change program 
that is personalized for U.

RECEIVE A FREE 
HEALTHY WEIGHT 
ANALYSIS TODAY
($100 VALUE)  
Learn how a U Weight LossTM program, customized to 
your personal needs, health condition and lifestyle, can 
work for you in achieving rapid and lasting results.

JOIN NOW AND 
GET STARTED 
FOR ONLY

*Join U Weight LossTM and receive the U Weight LossTM Intelligent Health Guide, Pedometer, 1 U-Protein, 1 U-Loss, 1 Kick 
Start and a 7 day nutritional meal plan for $199 ($325 Value). Certain conditions apply. Please see U Weight LossTM for details.

U WEIGHT LOSS CLINIC OF AURORA
1 HENDERSON DRIVE 

CALL 905.713.5673 OR EMAIL US AT aurora@uweightloss.com
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The Auroran Community Newspaer would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
zach at zach@auroran.com, or John at John@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery 

The Auroran is starting to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

d like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

Greens focus on delivering the message
By Brock Weir

In the months following
the October Provincial elec-
tion Green Party supporters
in Newmarket-Aurora
reconvened to form a
provincial association and
plan their strategy in getting
the message out voters
ahead of the next election.

This was a move that
was sorely needed, accord-
ing to local Green candidate
Kristopher Kuysten.

Mr. Kuysten, a political
newcomer to the 2011 cam-
paign, said looking back
over the October 6 election,
getting the message across
to potential voters in Aurora
and Newmarket was a
struggle that was reflected
accordingly in the number of
votes received at the polls.

"I felt the message I was
delivering wasn't clear
enough for the people to get
behind me and get behind
the Green Party, so at the
front door it wasn't clear," he
said. "I felt I could deliver my
message a lot clearer and
then that percolated

throughout the campaign.
One of the issues with this
campaign is we didn't have
enough money and enough
volunteers to fully get our
message out, so I am trying
to rebuild the local party in
Newmarket-Aurora."

During the 2011 cam-
paign, Mr. Kuysten said he
found the other three par-
ties dominated the message
province-wide and were
clear with their policies -
and frankly had more cam-
paign money and volunteer
resources. The Green Party
looked at a broader scope
of issues, tackled respond-
ing to questions, and made
do with what they had,
including getting 7,000 fly-
ers out within the riding, 
he said.

But while Mr. Kuysten
watched the October 6
numbers roll in with incum-
bent PC candidate and ulti-
mate victor Frank Klees at
his campaign party in
Newmarket, Mr. Kuysten
said the resulting minority
government was "a shame."

"As we have seen in the

past, governments tend to
do very little when you have
a minority government," he
said. "Governments can't
fully function when other
parties try to block every-
thing, so in the interests of
Ontario, it is one of the
worst outcomes because
neither party can further
their agenda.

"Going into the campaign
there were several issues
that all four candidates
agreed upon and I feel that
in a minority government
those issues may not get
dealt with because every-
body wants power and not
focus on issues that every-
one is concerned about. It
will keep the Liberals on a
short leash, but at the same
time it might not better
Newmarket-Aurora."

The post-election meet-
ing focused on how to
develop the party locally
over the next four years
before the next anticipated
provincial election - with a
contingency strategy for the
next two years if the minori-
ty falls - including fundrais-

ing efforts, building their vol-
unteer bank and clarifying
their message so everyone
can be as passionate about
the Green Party as they are. 

"We're going to have to
keep looking to the Green
Party as an alternative to
the other three parties and
fight for better representa-
tion in Parliament as well as
getting involved," he said.
"Frank Klees had an army of
people working for him to
pull off his win and it doesn't
work for people to believe in
something and not take
action.

"Regardless of what
party you vote for you need
to take action. I think it is
pitiful and shameful that we
had three elections here in
Canada [within the year] but
a very low percentage of the
population actually went out
to vote. You see all over the
world that people are actu-
ally fighting and dying for
the right to hold public elec-
tions so I just feel like peo-
ple aren't caring and people
just need to stand up for
what they believe in."

First meeting with sister brings tears of joy
By Brock Weir

When Aurora resident
April White-Stesco looks
back at 2011, she may well
remember it as the year she
finally met her elder sister
for the first time.

Although born worlds
apart - April in Ontario to a
doctor father and Eileen
Engels in a Dutch prison in
the aftermath of the Second
World War to a woman
accused of collaborating
with the occupying
Germans - their two worlds
collided in 2002.

Settling with their fami-
lies into a comfortable
adulthood - April in Aurora
and Eileen in the Dutch
province of Gelderland - the
two women discovered a
shared history: their father.

April and Eileen's father
served with the Royal
Canadian Army Medical
Corps during the Second
World War. Having graduat-
ed with a degree in medi-
cine from the University of
Toronto in 1943, he was
determined to serve in the
war and did just that, even-
tually attaining the rank of
Major by war's end. During
that time, he participated in
the Canadian liberation of
Holland.

Eileen, who became a
nurse and one of The
Netherlands' leading
authorities on post partum
depression, was born in
April 1946, but her father
never mentioned her to his
Canadian family. She jour-
neyed to The Hague to find
out information about her
birth father and while most
of her mother's records
were censored, her father's
name was in the official
record.

As The Auroran report-
ed last fall when Ms. White-
Stesco was preparing to
head over to The
Netherlands with her

younger sister to meet
Eileen, she received a call
from Project Roots in 2002,
an organization which
sought to reunite European
Children born to Canadian
fathers with their natural
families, and was in "total
disbelief." 

This disbelief turned to
acceptance through learn-
ing more and correspon-
ding with the woman claim-
ing to be her sister. Making
her trip to The Netherlands
a reality was a long process
though as the families grap-
pled with the situation.

When she and Eileen
first made contact, Ms.
White-Stesco said their cor-
respondence went well for
the first year but their rela-
tionship initially went off the
track due to circumstances
in April's life as well as a
reticence to divulge person-
al information to this rela-
tive stranger. 

"She was at the point of
wanting to make a connec-
tion and I was at the point of
not quite knowing whether
this was true or not," said
Ms. White-Stesco of Eileen.
"She wanted a lot of per-
sonal information concern-
ing my father and I wasn't at
the point then of being will-
ing to give her that informa-
tion. Things soured
between us."

Over a year ago, howev-
er, Ms. White-Stesco set the
wheels in motion to recon-
nect.

Although in the summer,
Ms. White-Stesco
expressed some trepidation
about making the trip to
Europe she said the meet-
ing itself was "absolutely
wonderful." Accompanied
by her younger sister, she
discovered she had a "won-
derful Dutch family" and
met her sister's husband,
daughter, and their families.

"We met in the lobby of a
hotel in Amsterdam and my

friend had seen pictures of
Eileen and her husband
that we shared, she just
happened to be in the lobby
[as I was in the dining area]
and she saw them coming
into the parking lot," recalls.
Ms. White-Stesco. "I imme-

diately left the restaurant
and waited in the hotel
lobby with an orange rose
and a little Canadian flag as
they came through the door.
There were lots of tears -
tears of joy and hugging."

The reaction was the
same from her younger sis-
ter, she said, but DNA tests
in The Netherlands proved
inconclusive in proving
beyond a shadow of a
doubt that April and Eileen
are indeed sisters. There
were clerical errors on
some of the details in the
Dutch test, she said, adding

that they would like to have
another test done in
Canada. 

"It was explained to me
that this was a very difficult
test to prove," said Ms.
White-Stesco. "It is much
more difficult than paternity

because it is half siblings.
We would only share 25 per
cent DNA which is not
much."

But, she said, in the
grand scheme of things, a
conclusive DNA test is not
really all that important in
proving to her that she has
an older sister.

"Through the emails we
had been writing I thought I
had seen some characteris-
tics in her personality to
mine and it was interesting
because I only met her
daughter for one afternoon
and she did mention to her

mother she thought we had
similar traits," she said.
"Although we don't look
alike I think we both share
that we can both be deter-
mined people and we get
our minds set on some-
thing."

During the trip to The
Netherlands, April had an
opportunity to re-trace her
father's footsteps in the war.
The first port of call, after a
stop at a nearby Canadian
war cemetery in Holden,
was Almelo, the Town her
father helped liberate. 

In Almelo during the war,
the Germans had destroyed
a bridge but not the local
train station and her father
was assigned to secure the
area and keep routes open
for transportation. The trav-
ellers retracing his wartime
service then took a ferry
from Calais in northern
France to Dover in England.
In 1939 her father, she said,
originally wanted to join the
Royal Canadian Navy with
his fraternity brothers due to
their spiffy uniforms but was
eventually persuaded by
recruiters to put his medical
training to good use. 

At a recent historical talk
at Hillary House, Ms. White-
Stesco told a story of her
father being the doctor
assigned to Kurt Meyer,
Hitler's youngest command-

er during his war time. She
was asked what her father
thought of the verdict hand-
ed down to him - execution,
but eventually commuted to
life imprisonment - and if it
was adequate.

"My father never spoke
about it very much but was
always aware of what hap-
pened," she said. "I think by
the way my father was talk-
ing it wasn't a great enough
sentence for what he had
done."

With 2012 now in full
swing, Ms. White-Stesco
has her first full year as an
extended family unit to look
forward to now that every-
one has met in person. In
her view, the next step is to
get her newfound relatives
across the pond to trace
their Canadian heritage.

"We're trying desperately
to get her over here to show
her some of our Canadian
roots," she said. "I am origi-
nally from Sudbury where
my father practiced medi-
cine so we would like to
take her there. Her husband
is all for coming and she is
as well, but she has a terri-
ble fear of flying.

"She is actually thinking
about taking a ship, but if
she doesn't come here I am
definitely going back and
hopefully my husband will
be coming with me."

Aurora's April White-Stesco (pictured above 
leading a discussion at Hillary House in November)
travelled to The Netherlands to meet her elder 
sister for the very first time. She discovered her
father, a Second World War veteran, fathered  a
daughter with a Dutch woman while stationed in
the country - a fact he never revealed to his
Canadian family - 10 years ago this year. The two
sisters finally met face to face this summer.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Why buy from Summers & Smith?
Because we are the

55 Industrial Parkway S. AURORA
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Get your furnace
serviced today!
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Water rates to rise this year for residents
Average Aurorans can

expect to pay over $35 more
this year for water.

The increase of $35.08 -
which equates to a quarterly
hike of $8.71 - is based on
the water use of a typical
Aurora household that con-
sumes 245 cubic metres of
water annually. 

Several factors figured
into this increase, according
to Aurora's Director of
Infrastructure Ilmar
Simanovskis, who spoke of
the rates during a recent
municipal budget delibera-
tions meeting. These include
a 10 per cent annual rate
increase at the Region of

York which has been
approved year over year
from 2012 to 2015 and
increases heading down-
wards from 2016 through
2020. Aurora purchases
wholesale water at the
Regional level.

"In a budget context there
are three main factors - sus-

Traffic studies in the works for York Region
used to identify unusual
traffic conditions and provide
a warning system to drivers
looking to shorten their drive
time.

Information will be made
available to the public
through radio broadcasts
and postings on
www.york.ca (including real-
time transmissions from
available traffic cameras).

Until then, drivers are
encouraged to report unusu-
al traffic conditions or sug-
gestions for improved traffic
flow to the Mayor and
Council or to York Region
directly at signals@york.ca.

In the past, traffic flow
information was gathered by
mapping drive times, and

counting passing cars at
intersections.

Despite the minute affect
the study will have on the
Yonge-Wellington corridor,
Kemp said "this is still a good
news story." 

"We already know a prob-
lem exists at the intersection,
especially at peak times," he
said. "The benefit here is the
ability to identify when some-
thing unusual happens, and
getting that information out to
the people."

York Region is the first
municipality to sign an
agreement with UIC, based
out of Waterloo. The 
company is currently in 
talks with other regions 
to complete similar 
studies.

tainability, system losses, and
efficient reserve balances,"
said Mr. Simanovskis.
"Sustainability [is] the key
mandate for the Provincial
legislation for full cost recov-
ery. With system loss, we're
still working with the Region
on identifying and resolving
water loss issues and meter-
ing issues. That work will be
ongoing through 2012.

"Water loss information
will be presented in the early
part of 2012 once we have
actual information from both
water systems and metering
with the Region so we can
present our water loss status
for 2012."

In 2011, the Town of
Aurora reduced its estimated
volume of water purchased
from the region by approxi-
mately 500 cubic metres and
the Town doesn't anticipate
increasing the amount of
water purchased this year. 

"We're seeing a zero
increase in our purchasing
from the Region in 2012,"
said Mr. Simanovskis. "The
Region's rate increase, which
they have defined to us as a
10 per cent increase, so
doing that math it works out to
a 10 per cent increase overall
in our purchase of water from
the Region. That is $8.9 mil-
lion that we budget for based
on the flows we expect."

An additional factor in the
rates put forward by Mr.
Simanovskis is the proposed
transfer of charges for water
used in tax supported servic-
es - such as the irrigation of
Town parks and public works
- off of the Town's water rate
and onto the tax rate which,
Town directors argue, is
where these charges should
"rightfully" be. 

Taxpayers, they say,
should share these costs but
under the current set up the
water used for public services
is only carried by households
on the municipal water sys-
tem.

"The bottom line for the
water rate, the sewer rate,
and the combined rate - the
water rate we're looking at an
increase of about three
cents," said Mr. Simanovskis.
"This part of the program has
benefited from the transfer of
charges of water to the tax
levy so you see that in our
Town impact, which is basi-
cally a negative three per
cent impact. Those transfers
have substantially benefited
this portion of the budget."

Water rate shift will not be 
revenue neutral to everyone

Transferring the costs
of water used by the
Town off your water bill
and onto the tax rate is
revenue neutral for the
Town but not necessarily
for you.

The costs of water
used by the Town for irri-
gating Town parks, main-
taining outdoor skating
rinks, and other public
uses are currently being
borne by taxpayers on
their water bil ls and,
therefore, not by resi-
dents on wells.
Councillors are currently
considering moving the
$409,000 of this tax sup-
ported use off water bills
and onto the tax rate,
resulting in a 1.36 tax
rate pressure.

But, according to
Aurora Treasurer Dan
Elliott, while the change
will be revenue neutral to
the Town it will only be
revenue neutral to tax-
payers whose homes are
valued at around
$600,000, and the impact
of the $409,000 will be
smaller when it is on the
tax rate if a home is
assessed for less than
that.

"It is revenue neutral
to the Town - either we
get it from the water or
the tax," said Mr. Elliott.
"When we look at it, to
the owners it is not neu-
tral necessarily, not to all.
If it is on the tax rate and
your house is assessed
at $600,000, your taxes
will be $2,150. Your water
bill in its normal state is
$661 and bringing that
$409,000 over in the tax
adds $29 to your tax bill.

"The impact of the
$409,000 is revenue neu-

tral at about $600,000 to
the resident if they are
using the average water
bill of 245 cubic metres
there."

Such a change would
represent the "truer"
costs of both tax and
water operations and
ensures those who are
receiving a service are
covering the costs of
those services, Mr. Elliott
added, noting the impact
on the water bill is larger
if a home has a smaller
assessment.

"It is quite a bit larger
on the water side
because there are fewer
accounts over there
[than] if it was on the tax
bill," he said. "By moving
it over to the tax we
avoided the additional
increase on your water
bill."

When Mr. Elliott pre-
sented his findings last
month during budget
deliberations, Councillor
Paul Pirri expressed "dis-
appointment" that this
proposed change will not
result in a more "equi-
table" distr ibution of
water costs throughout
the Town.

"Is there not an oppor-
tunity to have this done
on a per household basis
as opposed to on the tax
base?" asked Councillor
Pirri. "The way I see it,
the individuals who are
on wells now on the south
end of Town, by and large
their houses are substan-
tially more expensive
than some of the other
houses in Aurora. If this
was being done as per
the assessed value of the
house an individual who
is not using any Town

water is being
billed...more than an indi-
vidual with a smaller
house."

In response, Mr. Elliott
said that the charges
"rightfully" belong on the
tax rather than the water
rate. When they were in
the water rate it was
charged to the consumer
but on the tax rate it will
now, like everything else,
be distributed based on
assessed values.
Councillor Pirri, however,
questioned whether it
would be feasible to send
out an additional water
bill with a flat rate cost. 

"Technically these are
water costs to every resi-
dent in Aurora regardless
of whether or not they are
[on municipal water]," he
said. "A flat rate water
cost with an associated
letter saying some of
those costs are going to
cover the fire services, is
there not another way to
do this so it is done on a
per household [basis]?"

But, according to Mr.
Elliott, that cannot be
done in the tax frame-
work in place in Ontario. 

That being said, for
other Councillors such as
Michael Thompson and
Chris Ballard, communi-
cations to residents on
wells about the new fee
structure is key in going
forward and explaining
the rationale. 

"In terms of equity, I
don't think this was an
exercise in being fair, this
was an exercise in charg-
ing the money where the
money should [have
been] charged perhaps
all along," said Councillor
Ballard.

From page 1

Northbound cars line up Friday afternoon to get through the Yonge and
Wellington intersection. A new traffic study by the Region of York will not
have an effect on traffic gridlock in the busy corridor. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

Top quality guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe Repairs & 
New Installations

416-568-6928

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN SERVICES
For all your 

household needs. 

  H

WE SPECIALIZE IN NEW HOME PROJECT MANAGEMENT
FINISHED BASEMENTS • KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS 

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS • FENCES & DECKS 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY UPGRADES 

Home Improvements by 
HARLEQUIN HOMES 

Call Mike 416 771 8597
Harlequin Homes is a Registered Reno mark ™ Company

(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 
downtown transportation. –From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  •  www.eco-limo.ca

Cleaning Service •   Commercial/residential ...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING 

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

• Customized Services • Same Professional 
 and Reliable Staff • Insured & Bonded

~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call or email for an in-home consultation 
loliver@rogers.com

DOUG
THOMPSON CONTRACTING Ltd.

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

Call: 905-836-2792
• Quality Workmanship Guaranteed. Family Owned and Operated since 1988

• Custom Interiors • Renovations • Additions 

• Bathrooms • Basements • Site Preparation • Grading

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca
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AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

TREE CARE HANDYMAN

MOVERS

PET SERVICES

CONTRACTORCLEANERS PAINTER

PLUMBER

DENTAL

AUTO

BUSINESS SERVICES

LIMOUSINE

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 
905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Prescription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs

59$From *
NEW Winshields 
 188$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)
www.transitauto.ca

Senior Scape

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Centre is a “beacon” for residents

For seniors, the Seniors’ Centre is a bastion of 
satisfaction, fun and camaraderie where members find
themselves drawn to interesting and intersecting activities
and vastly compelling and competent members. 

Television, for all of its attractions, drags on the spirit of
homespun fun, on the get-up-and-go character, which is the
natural life-force nature invested in every one of us. 

Some elders have regressed to slow-moving beings, 
taking on the status of mere on-lookers. 

Natural curiosity compels interest in all things around us
including television to a degree, but unfolding social life is a
daily drama in which we should participate or disregard at
our social peril.

The Seniors' Centre is a beacon for seniors, offering an
environment suitable for all who wish to pursue a strong and
effective lifestyle. Tentativeness or uncertainty should not
deter any senior from a shared social community that offers
the maximum social interaction possible among seniors. Life
is what is made of it and never more so than in the age of
seniority.

Once the idea of seniority is accepted and action taken,
the promise of good retired life will have a great opportunity
to develop.

Modest dreams or even grandiose dreams inject vitality
into ambitions or event such as picking a favoured activity
and putting new life into it, or seizing on something new.

Pickle Ball welcomes new members, and new members
learn this game quickly. 

Enthusiasts recently spent ten days over a five-week

period of round robin pickle ball play at the Seniors' Centre.
Subsequently, the top eight players played a round of play-
offs on December 6, and this event, combined with a potluck
dinner, made for a great evening.

Four matches determined the championship standings.
The championship winners and consolation finalists are:
1. Championship winners: Minoo Sedighi Nejad &

Aghdas Akhavan
2. Finalists: Harry Basil & Charles Sequeira.
3. Consolation Championship winners: Joanne Keates &

Neil Pemberton.
4. Consolation Finalists: Sue Wilding & Annette Gagne.
For many senior men and women, playing card games is

welcome recreation, providing friendly competition and
demanding basic card playing skills. The game of cards
crosses through all populations and generations. 

Card games find adherents every day, and I doubt that a
single normal day in the Seniors' Centre passes without card
and chess players exercising their skills.

Other members sew or knit, and clothing and other goods
fabricated from cloth provide a sense of deep satisfaction.
Handmade garments for all generations - including babies -
invariably receive the finest materials and workmanship.

Many babies born at Southlake leave for home wearing a
tuque made by seniors in the Seniors' Centre, and many
young mothers give thanks for assistance. 

At this time, donations of wool made to the Seniors'
Centre for this purpose will soon after exit Southlake
Hospital, keeping the head of an infant safe from winter's

freezing cold. 
If you have unused wool, please donate it. Winter is no

time to hoard unused wool at a time of need for warm cloth-
ing.

Good deeds humanize society and characterise Aurora
as a warm and caring community, and new mothers and oth-
ers who need a helping hand, benefit greatly with the help of
caring residents. Often a helping hand costs little, but assis-
tance to those in need is beyond any dollar value. 

I have mentioned activities, which come quickly to mind,
and add that much more is available. If a novelty springs to
mind, and made known, an assessment may provoke a trial
run and subsequently, if a following develops, a new activity
will enrich the members of the Seniors' Centre.

Everybody in the world, who knows how to compute,
knows how to magnify the world, to reach beyond the scope
of classroom curriculum and investigate subjects of choice
to satisfaction. Life with the power of a computer magnifies
exploration exponentially, and enables enquiry and scrutiny
not available to educated giants of the past.

If you require computer training, do not hesitate to
enquire at the Seniors’ Centre, where scores of seniors new
to computing, materialized as if by magic armed with emerg-
ing tools to operate a computer.

Imagination, enthusiasm and talent aided by computers
have the power to carry expectations beyond frontiers for-
merly dreamed of. A computer offers such a wealth of knowl-
edge, that without a computer, anybody pursuing education
is condemned to an austerity of opportunity.

Thank you for supporting 
The Auroran 

“At Your Service” Businesses
For more information call 905-727-7128
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Our        Town
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Thank you to our videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey
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THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Watch community just posted

Watch for new community videos each week. If you have an upcoming event and would 
like it covered by theauroran.com please have your event co-ordinator email cynthia@auroran.com

for upcoming events
on our outstanding...

WEEKLY SHOW
with Alison

Collins-Mrakas

EVENT

Go to the site using your smartphone. Here’s how:
1. On your  ‘Smart Phone’  browser go to getscanlife.com and download the free application
Scanlife.com reader (or any app you prefer) onto your phone.
2. Press the download button when the site auto-detects your device. 
3. The app will be downloaded to your phone.
Click on the ScanLife icon to scan QR codes or barcodes.

“Our Town”
with 

 

Shows from the Market 

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to www.theauroran.com click “Events”

If you don’t have a smart phone, go to 
www.theauroran.com –click on the video –to go to TVA

Alison 

• Artists in the Valley
• Central York Fire Services Open House 
• SPORT AURORA AWARDS 
• OJHL Highlights
•  Soupfest 2011 • Aurora Artist Studio Tour/11
 

Collins-Mrakas

www.aurorafarmersmarket.tv

& much more... go to www.theauroran.com

K.O. Creations 
Cocoa Cannelle 
Chef: Mr. Spinners 
Chef: Pascal
Jan’s Country Pantry
FERRET GIRL -Colin Haskin
Nov 26 Indoor Farmers 
Market - Cultural Centre

Thursday, January 5th
“What to expect in 2012”

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 1,000,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each year!

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

NORDHEIMER UPRIGHT
cabinet grand piano,  with origi-
nal stool. $580. Please email
bob@auroran.com. 

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

VIDEOGRAPHER to film
community events in and
around Aurora. By appoint-
ment only. (Student or
retired) Call 905-751-6013.

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD
Maple Queen Anne style
Buffet, great condition.
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for sale as
well. Call 905-727-6497. 

VINTAGE FURNISHINGS for
sale. Couches, love seats,
chairs from the 1950s and
60s. Good condition. Prices on
enquiry. Call 905-727-6497.

The Town of Aurora passed a Council resolution earlier this year that would have
allowed them to seek to recover the $55,000+ of public money spent in former
mayor Phyllis Morris' defamation suit against three local bloggers, among others,
if she had been successful. 

Now that Ms. Morris has dropped the suit, 
should the Town still seek to recover the money? 

AURORAN  POLL
VOTE

Please participate in our POLL 
go to www.theauroran.com - scroll to the 
bottom right side of the home page to... 
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2 YES, it was a misuse       
of Public money

19 %
NO, It would cost more      

money to pursue it

3 %
UNSURE

(102) (25)

.5 .4.1
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HELP WANTED

2004 SILVER CHEVY 
SILVERADO, 75,000 KM, 4X4
extended cab,  $11,000. 
Call Shane at 
416-305-5288.

Are you a multi- tasker? Creative thinker? Pass ionate
about sales? This might be just the opportunity you’ve
been looking for.

Responsibilities include:
• Service and expand existing accounts through 

maintaining good customer relations and developing 
sales programs that meet advertisers’ business needs.

• Prospect for new accounts including researching 
advertisers in competing publications and reviewing 
new businesses in the area.

• Establish and renew advertising contracts.
• Collect, process, and proof Clients’ ads for 

completeness and accuracy.
• Provide Composing with clear and organized 

instructions / designs for ads.
• Negotiate rates with Clients, subject to Department 

restrictions, and to assist Accounting with the 
collection of accounts.

• Accurately complete run sheets to ensure accounting 
maintains current files on all Clients.

• Respond to incoming telephone inquiries concerning 
advertising services.

• Address customer concerns in a timely and 
appropriate manner.

• Attain and/or surpass sales targets.

The successful candidate will:
• be action-oriented, creative, customer focused, result

driven and have the ability to maintain composure at
all times 

• have sound knowledge of sales and marketing
practices

• have excellent communication skills, verbal and written
• have the ability to work indiviually and as a team with 

minimum supervision
• have strong computer knowledge in Microsoft Office; 

experience with design applications an asset
• have the ability to meet deadlines and work under

pressure
• be extremely organized and detail oriented
• have strong time management skills
• have strong presentation skills

Qualifications:
• College Diploma in business, marketing 

or related field preferred 
or 3 years sales experience.

• Valid driver’s license and 
good driving record

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates 
should forward 

their resume and cover letter to  
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

Full Time Advertising 
Sales Representative

                                                                      
                    Visit us @: www.mainlineservices.com 

Must have commercial cleaning experience with own car; valid driving 
record & no criminal record.  Willing to work evenings 4pm-1am & 
Sat., F/T or P/T. Speak & Read English, Call 416-741-2111 ext. 237 

CARPET CLEANERS WANTED 

BEAUTIFUL CARRY BAGS
FOR YOGA and bulkier exercise
mats. $20/ea, special orders $25.
Eva 905-727-8447. Please leave
message if no answer. 

To book your route please
email zach at zach@auroran.com,

or John at john@auroran.com

ONCE A WEEK DELIVERY

We are looking for youth and adult 
carriers to join our delivery team!

The Auroran is switching 
to carrier delivery. 

Carrier routes are available 
all areas.

Visit the Aurora Farmers’   Market and Artisan Fair on the 
following dates: January 28, February 25 and March 31 in
the Aurora Cultural Centre at Church and Victoria Streets.

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS to join our 
friendly team. FT/PT position required 

Competitive wages, no weekends, no evenings.
Drivers needed.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message between
8.30 a.m. and 5 p.m.

SAVE           
Limited time Mail-in Rebate Offer
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For more information call: 
905-713-6326 FR
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Water Treatment your whole family 
will benefit from!

UP
 TO 300$

WINTER MARKET



The Town of Aurora hosted its annual Family First Night at the Aurora
Family Leisure Complex on Saturday evening as part of its New Year's Eve
Celebrations. (1) The arrival of 2012 is marked with a celebratory cake. 
(2) Children try their hand in the Fish Pond. (3) Elena Rastani makes a
mask in the crafts room. (4) Mackenzie Kaldez takes a hands-on approach
with Nikki the cockatoo from Zoo Tek. (5) Mayor Geoffrey Dawe introduces 
illusionist Robert Testa. (6) Kids practice their basketball skills. (7) Katelyn
Forgione, Sarah Dealmeida, and Allison Barbalinardo serve hot chocolate.
(8) Members of the public take advantage of free skating offered. (9) CC
the Clown entertains the crowd with his balloon sculptures. Previously 
scheduled bonfires and sleigh rides were cancelled due to weather.
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Family First Night in AuroraFamily First Night in Aurora
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THE AURORAN, Week of January 3, 2012 - 19

2011 in Pictures2011 in Pictures

Auroran Photographer David Falconer takes a look back at some of the events that took place in 2011. 
(1) Cassie Stupart and Clarence Walker spent the summer as regular vendors at the Aurora Farmers'
Market. (2) The 16th annual Aurora Street Festival on June 5 attracted record crowds. (3) The Aurora
Cultural Centre got into the Oktoberfest spirit with George Kash demonstrating the proper way to kick off
Oktoberfest beer drinking. (4) The end of October saw Sheppard's Bush get a scary make-over to become
Aurora's Haunted Forest, attracting over 4,000 visitors. (5) Jo-anne Spitzer was named Aurora's Citizen of
the Year. (6) Her predecessor, Gordon Barnes, pitched in and signed up volunteers Jessica Georgiou and
Renee Scarth for tree planting at the Aurora Community Arboretum. (7) Courtenay Field was one of sever-
al performers who took to the bandshell at the Aurora Jazz+ Festival. (8) Larger than usual crowds came
to the 6th Annual Ribfest in August and Davor Zuddr from Albuquerque, NM's Uncle Sam's Barbeque
shows ribs fresh off the grill. (9) The Central York Fire Services held their annual open house in October
and Mattie Beau Davies showed off his budding driving skills.
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(Just south of Davis Drive)

17255 Yonge St., 
Newmarket

Mon. - Fri. 10-9
Sat. 9:30-6 • Sun. 11-5

5 DAYS ONLY
ENDS SUN. JAN.8

STOREWIDE 
Limited time sale
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25%        ASHLEY 
25%        BRENTWOOD 
25%        KINGSDOWN 

25%        all BEDROOMS 
25%        all DINING ROOMS 
25%        all SOFA, LOVESEATS/CHAIRS 
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