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Aurora's Tyler Barker carries the Rick Hansen medal in the
Rick Hansen 25th Anniversary Relay, which was in Aurora on
Wednesday and Thursday. Here, Mr. Barker paused to have
his picture taken with the mural featuring the relay's name-
sake at Yonge and Wellington.        Please see pages 11 & 12

Premier Dalton McGuinty laughs with Aurora students Justine Yang, Katie Telfer, Bradley Breedon,
Kendall Dupuis and Zoe West on Monday during a visit to Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School. Mr.
McGuinty was in Town to talk with students about the Accepting Schools Act, now before the
Ontario Legislature. The Act is intended to create “safer and more accepting schools for all 
students” with policies to prevent bullying including requiring school boards to support students
promoting gender equity, anti-racism, understanding, and respect for people with disabilities and
people of all sexual orientations and gender identities.                                 Auroran photo by Rob Schuetze

Rick Hansen Relay comes through Aurora
Many Aurora residents took

part as medal bearers in Rick
Hansen's 25th Anniversary Relay,
which made its way through Town
last week - and one medal bearer
was local accessibility advocate
Tyler Barker. 

Mr. Barker, 25, who sits on the
Town's Accessibility Advisory
Committee found out last Tuesday
he was to carry the medal from
Machell Avenue through the
Yonge Street and Wellington
Street intersection the following
day.

"I was very flattered, I was very
humbled and, of course, I was
very excited," said Mr. Barker,
adding he more many hats during
his stretch of the relay. "I [did it as
part of the] committee, and I also
did it for all of Aurora, and it
allowed me to represent Aurora in
a good light."

The Rick Hansen 25th
Anniversary Relay marks the sil-
ver anniversary of Mr. Hansen's

Man in Motion world tour, and the
current cross-Canada relay
began this past August in Cape
Spear, Newfoundland and
Labrador. It is scheduled to con-
clude in Vancouver on May 22. 

Over 7,000 citizens who have
made a difference to their com-
munities have been selected to
carry the specially minted Rick
Hansen Medal through countless
communities across the country
inspiring people to follow their
example and to "engage
Canadians to take up the chal-
lenge and become catalysts for
positive change." 

In his segment of the relay
coming up Wellington Street
heading east from Bathurst, Mr.
Barker received his medal from
Councillor Sandra Humfryes and
was cheered on by Councillor
John Abel who took pictures of
participants alongside the relay
route.

Heading up John West Way,

participants were greeted with
festivities, which culminated in a
ceremony at Town Hall for medal
bearers, relay participants,
Councillors, and citizens at large.
After finishing his segment, Mr.
Barker seemed to have trouble
pinning down just one word to
encapsulate his relay experience.

"It was inspiring, it was incred-
ible, and it was a very uplifting
experience," he said. "It's hard to
describe; it is such a feeling of
enjoyment and enlightenment. I
did this for Aurora, to put Aurora
on the map, because there are so
many individuals who cannot
speak, cannot convey their mes-
sage, but they still are individuals
and they are still human beings. I
was very honoured to be chosen."

For Mr. Barker, as a Member of
Aurora's Accessibility Advisory
Committee he has seen many
projects close to his heart come
to fruition, including the installa-

Aurora water meters 
could be switched

Changes could be coming to the
way the Town monitors your water use. 

Council is set to approve a pilot pro-
gram this week aiming to evaluate the
merits of replacing water meters
around town which could result in
water consumption being calculated
remotely rather than by a meter reader
going from home to home. 

If the plan is approved, the project
will remove up to 50 water meters from
around Town, test them for accuracy
for water loss and the results will help
the Town develop a strategy of when,
where, and how to replace existing
meters. The replacement meters, how-
ever, could be far different than the
ones used on properties today.

"This is grabbing a sample of 50
meters and testing 50 and it will help us
identify how accurate [existing meters]
are running and we'll be grabbing them
at different age spans," said Aurora

Treasurer Dan Elliott at last Tuesday's
General Committee where Councillors
discussed the pilot project.

"A meter can age quite quickly and
begin leaking and losing its accuracy
as early as 12 years or less, or it may
stay accurate right up to 25 years, but
that [depends] on water quality, water
temperatures, the chemistry of the
water, the installation, and so on."

Once the pilot project is complete, if
the Town opts to implement remote, or
"radio" meter reading technology, they
could collect data by driving around
neighbourhoods and automatically col-
lecting data as they pass in their vehi-
cles, or have the numbers roll in
remotely. 

This option could enable staff to get
instant readings of metres from their
desks and monitor for any problems,
as well as allow changes to municipal

Please see page 19

Please see page 11
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COMING EVENTS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13

It is the season to celebrate with Joyous Song at the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way, as the
Evergreen Choir, under the direction of Richard Heinzle,
presents "Jingle Bell Rock" this evening at 7.30 p.m.
Tickets are $10 for adults. Children, 14 and under, are
free. Light refreshments will be served at intermission.
Tickets available at the Seniors’ Centre Reception.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14
Local artist Maya Rodrigues will host a reception for

her art tonight at 7 p.m. Ms. Rodrigues exhibition, "My
Grandmother's Beach House", opened in the Skylight
Gallery at Aurora Town Hall on December 1 and runs
through December 23. The gallery is open Monday
through Friday from 8.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16
CHATS, Community and Home Assistance to

Seniors, will host an open house, today from 1 to 3 p.m.
Come experience a snapshot of our Adult Day Program,
including live holiday-themed music (saxophone / key-
board duet), refreshments, tour of CHATS and door
prizes. The event is partially sponsored by Alexander Muir
Retirement Residence. CHATS is located at 126
Wellington Street West, Suite 103, Aurora. For more infor-
mation, call 905-713-3373, extension 6034.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17
Start a new family tradition at the Aurora Cultural

Centre with A Victorian Christmas Afternoon, featuring a
performance of the holiday classic A Christmas Carol by
the Humber River Shakespeare Company. Activity begins
at 1 p.m. for a Pre-Theatre tea, with sweeties and refresh-
ments all served to the standards by Lady Smilington, Sir
Bow-at-All and Miss Mistletoe. Professional theatrical
presentation of a Christmas Carol at 2 p.m. Tickets are
$15 each, or $45 for a family of four (plus HST). Available
in advance over the phone with a credit card, or in person
at the Centre, 22 Church Street, Aurora. Call 905-713-
1818 or send an e-mail to info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

*****
This is your last chance to participate in the Starry,

Starry Night art and artisan silent auction at the Aurora
Cultural Centre. Money raised in the silent auction from
over 50 items donated from 25 area artists will benefit
operations at The Aurora Cultural Centre. Items can be
viewed and bid on at the Centre until the end of the day.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
The Aurora Cultural Centre will host Paul Neufeld's

latest Sunday Sessions: Jazzy Family Holiday Concert
featuring sax and vocal entertainer Lester McLean with
some Christmas songs, as well as jazz and pop offerings.
This concert offers a variety of music to suit all tastes -
and a great afternoon to get toes tapping for the holidays.
Tickets are $15 each, or $45 for a family of 4, and are
available in advance, over the phone or at the door. For
further information, call the Aurora Cultural Centre at 905-
713-1818.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19
Second Annual Aurora’s Borealis Kick-Off Tree

Lighting happens tonight at the Aurora Town Park at 6
p.m. Everyone is welcome to join the Town of Aurora as it
lights up the trees to make its own Aurora’s Borealis. The
trees will stay lit every evening until Family Day 2012. For
further information, call 905-726-4762 or send an e-mail
to sware@aurora.ca.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20
An evening of poetry will be held tonight, hosted by

Bonsai Hill, 15263 Yonge Street, unit 2 at 7 p.m. featuring
performers, story tellers and poets. Musicians include
Mark Manner, Justin Tamale and Ryan Webb while poets
will be Deborah Campo, Luleta Brown, Sterling Dillinger,
Billy Ferguson, Susana Lucia, Sabine Mayer, Linda
Squires, Deidre Tomlinson and Malcolm Watts.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25
Merry Christmas.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31
Family First Night allows you to ring in the New Year

early with your family and friends. Enjoy wagon rides, 
bonfire, swimming, skating, games, and children’s activi-
ties at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex starting at 6
p.m. and continuing to 9 p.m. For further information, call
905-726-4762 or send an e-mail to sware@aurora.ca.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2012
Happy New Year.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20
Get out your beads and bling and join CHATS -

Community & Home Assistance to Seniors at our Mardi
Gras-themed silent auction fundraiser, Fri. Jan. 20 at the
Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, Aurora. Doors
open at 5 p.m., with the silent auction taking place 6.00 to
7.30 p.m. Auction items include golf packages, gift bas-
kets, lawn care packages and much more. Light refresh-
ments will be served. This is a free event, open to the pub-
lic. 

The event marks the wrap-up of CHATS' annual
Virtual Walk for Wellness fundraiser, whereby participants
walk a total of 4,000 km, "virtually" arriving in New
Orleans in time for the launch of Mardi Gras! The
fundraising target for the walk is to raise $25,000 in
pledges, to support CHATS' services for seniors. The
event will also include a draw to win tickets to the Mardi
Gras for Southlake Gala Fundraiser, which takes place
Feb. 18 at DiNardo's Mansion in Aurora. For more infor-
mation about the CHATS event, e-mail
walk@chats.on.ca, or call 905-713-3373, ext. 6014.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
The Aurora Seniors Association is in the planning

stages of Men Can Cook which has been set for this
evening. Further details will follow.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
Bowl for Kids Sake 2012 will take place today at the

Gateway Café and Lanes at 1 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. Five and
10 Pin lanes are available, Call 905-716-2149 for more
information. Pledge forms, location maps, fundraising tips
and event updates can be found on-line at www.bbbsy.ca.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
2nd annual "I Love Rock 'n' Roll" dinner dance will be

held at the Mansion (formerly Dinardo’s) tonight.  Tickets
are now available. A website www.iloverockandroll.ca is
also up and running for further information. Tickets are
expected to sell out fast so if you are planning to attend
and don't want to be disappointed, get your tickets soon.

CONTINUING
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society is

always looking for new members of all ages and with the
holidays coming there has never been a better time to
join! (memberships make great gifts). Monthly meetings
with guest speakers are held on the fourth Wednesday of
every month at 8 p.m. (youth meet at 6 p.m.) at the Royal
Canadian legion in Aurora. For more Information call
Cindy at 905-713-6660.

* * * *
York Regional Police Venturers have openings for

boys and girls aged 14 to 17. Police Venturers meet every
Wednesday night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 240 Prospect
Street, 1 District police station community room. This is a
joint program between York Regional Police and Scouts
Canada. There is a Scouts Canada membership fee.
Service uniforms are provided. High school students can
earn community service hours through the program. If
interested visit a meeting. For further information visit York
Regional Police volunteer website or contact volun-
teers@yrp.ca.

* * * *
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located at

44 Metcalfe Streeet, Aurora, is the local source for gently
used women's, children's and men's clothing. All monies
raised are used to support the needy of Aurora, since it
goes directly to the "Welcoming Arms" Ministry. Open
weekday mornings, 9.30 a.m, to 11.30 a.m. and
Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. The  Bag Sale
happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * *
At the request of its director, Richard Heinzle, the

Evergreen Choir’s time of practice will be increased to 90
minutes. Registration is now available at the front desk of
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre for the season until June
2012. The fee for the coming sessions remains the same:
$50 per member. New members are always welcome. It is
not necessary to be able to read music, nor will you be
asked to audition, to enjoy being part of this experience.
In addition to its regular Christmas and Spring concerts,
the group will also perform at the Richmond Hill Centre for
the Performing Arts on Sunday, January 29th, 2012. For
more information call the seniors’ desk at 905-726-4767.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To

Grandmothers group, meets monthly to raise awareness,
generate funds and lobby on behalf of the grandmother
care-givers in AIDS-ravaged Africa.  For more information
call Kay at 905-841-9318 or Joan at 905-727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St. Andrew's

Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria and Mosley
Streets.  Al-Anon meets every Tuesday at 8 p.m. at the
Aurora United Church on Yonge Street.  For more infor-
mation go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on

the fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North.
Visitors are welcome for only $2. For more information
call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a capel-

la Sweet Adelines chorus, a group of women who gather
Tuesday evenings at the Old Fire Hall, Newmarket, to
sing, share in the harmony of friendship and learn the
barbershop art form. York Highlands is always looking for
new women who share the love of a capella music. Call
Karen at 905-726-2113 or e-mail Vikki at informa-
tion@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-Newmarket’s

award winning chorus, is looking for male singers. The
group meets every Wednesday from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at
the Old Fire Hall, 140 Main Street South, in Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first

Wednesday of each month at the Aurora Legion. New
members are welcome. Call 905-727-5012 for more infor-
mation.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions, have moved to their new meeting

place at the Aurora Legion in the Coulson Hall where they
have three meetings per month. The second Monday of
the month is the dinner meeting at 7 p.m., the third
Tuesday is the business meeting at 7.30 p.m. and the
fourth Monday is a dinner meeting at 7 p.m. The club is
welcoming people to come out to the meetings to see
what the Aurora Lions are all about and consider joining
the Lions and reach out to the community in many events.
For further details go to their website at
www.auroralionscanada.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday night at

Gabriel’s Restaurant on Yonge Street. New members are
welcome. For further information, go to their website at
www.rotaryaurora.com

* * * *
Meet for lunch and a sense of community at Martha's

Table, based in St. Andrew's Hall at Aurora's Presbyterian
Church. The thriving, volunteer-run program reopens
September 1. Lunch, featuring soup, sandwiches, and
dessert, is offered between 11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. Net
receipts go to local charities. The hall is on the corner of
Mosley and Victoria Streets

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for

new members. You do not have to be a police officer nor
are you required to read music to volunteer. The group
rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m.

Park Place Manor
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

15055 Yonge St.,Aurora

Call 905-727-2952

www.chartwellreit.ca

Season’s Greetings
from our family to yours.

May this holiday season bring you  
many happy memories to cherish  

through the years.

WE PROUDLY SUPPORT LOCAL SPORTS 15815 Yonge St. Aurora 905-841-0800

On most new 2011 and 2012 models. 2011 F-150 5.0l 
amount shown. $2,000 on most 2012 Focus models

DECEMBER 1-15 CHOOSE DECEMBER 16-30 CHOOSE 

$9,500 0MANUFACTURER 
REBATES 

PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
AS LOW AS %APR

On most new 2011
and 2012 models

OR

Private Dining Room for SPECIAL OCCASIONS
Communions, Baptisms, Intimate Weddings (up to 100) 

Rehearsal Parties & Showers 

For reservations call: 905-833-5311  12998 Keele Street at King Road, King City, Ontario

HUNT PUB WEEKENDS LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

HOURS: Tues - Thurs, 5 pm - 1 am - Fri & Sat, 5-2 am Closed Sunday & Monday

SUNDAY
BRUNCH
10am-3pm

Main Dining Room, Polo Lounge & Patio Hours: Mon-Sat noon-10pm, Sun 10am-8pm

THURS DEC 15
EDDY CULJAK

FRI DEC 16
HIGH ROLLERS

SAT DEC 17
HIGH ROLLERS

THURS DEC 22
GABE SALEM

Now Booking CHRISTMAS PARTIES 
& Reserve Now for New Year’s

Christmas Special  

 31/
OVECHKIN hockey sticks

U+ CRAZY LIGHT STICKS 
While supplies last 

15483 Yonge St.  Aurora  905-841-5757
Also available at our 2 local Pro Shops

OFF
OPEN SUNDAYS

Please see page 19
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Wellingtron St. E.

Wellinton St. W

Bayview Ave

Henderson Dr.

14760 Yonge St., Unit 4, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7H8 • 905-726-1588

AKITA SUSHI

GRAND OPENING
ALL YOU CAN EAT from now until 

end of this year. 
Dine In/Take Out

Mon - Sat 11am -11pm 
Sunday 11am - 10pm

  

WE’RE OPEN EVERY DAY!

%
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New Year’s EVE, EVE Party
Friday Night – Dec 30th    
7:30 – 10:30 p.m.
Cosmic Bowling
Wear something White!! (optional)

Only $3 per Youth
Includes pizza and 
soft drinks
Ages 12 to 19

Hosted by 
“The Gathering Place”
(inside Gateway Lanes)
210 Edward St, Aurora

905 841-0172

Calling ALL Youth 

The Aurora Lions club
begins the marathon task
of packing up their tradi-
tional Christmas baskets
and delivering them to
families in need through-
out Town. 

These baskets are pre-
pared by volunteers from
the Lions Club and the
community at large for
families in need through-
out the area, families
often identified by local
food banks. Once they are
packed up this week,
plans are being put in
place deliver them to
recipients as early as
Monday. 

At press time, the Lions
Club was preparing to
prepare baskets of food
and gifts for nearly 200
families in this community,
a number which seemed
to be growing as time
went on. According to
Pam Bullen of the Lions
Club, this number grows
each and every year. 

"Every time you turn
around somebody else
has gotten laid off," she
said.  "People put in time
to sort these the items in
these baskets this week
and then this weekend
gather to pack them and I
think we're almost at 200
families right now and it is
getting to be a big, heavy
load."

Since the local service

club sold the Lions Hall in
Downtown Aurora earlier
this year, their Christmas
Basket operations are
now centred at 155
Engelhard Drive, where
donations and volunteers
are always welcomed.
When The Auroran visited
the facility on Sunday, vol-
unteers were sor ting
through many items for
the hampers and Ms.
Bullen said there was a
particular emphasis on
seeking gifts for teens.

"We're looking for food
and toys, but trying to
emphasise the teenage
bit because we don't get
much for them," she said,
adding that an ideal gifts
for teens include movie
passes and gift cards to
local restaurants and fast
food outlets. 

The decision to base
their basket operations in
the Engelhard Drive facili-
ty came after space was
donated by a local build-
ing owner. Following the
sale of the Lions Hall the
club attempted to book
the old Library building on
Victoria Street but the
facility had already been
snapped up. 

Their final year of using
the Lions Hall as the cen-
tre of basket packing
operations was marred
last year by a burglary
which not only damaged

the Hall itself but was a
significant setback to the
basket campaign.  The
November 18, 2010 inci-
dent caused an estimated
$1,700 worth of damage
to the Mosely Street build-
ing, not accounting for the
food and other goods
stolen.

The Lions are keeping
their fingers crossed that
it will be smooth sailing
from here on out.

The Club welcomes
any and all volunteers to
help sort, pack, and deliv-
er the Christmas baskets
and donations are still
welcome as well. This
week, their doors will be
open for donations and
volunteers from 9 a.m.
until 9 p.m. Basket pack-
ing begins on Saturday
through Sunday with
Monday as the target date
for delivery. Ms. Bullen is
also keen to emphasise
that high school volun-
teers are welcome as
well.

"High school students
often come to help us,"
she said. "They can put
that time against the com-
munity hours they have
together. They all have to
do 40 and usually by the
end of June we start get-
ting panicked calls of, 'Is
there anything we can do?
We need five more
hours.’"

Lions Club gets ready to deliver baskets

Budget hike on the way down for now
After over a month of

deliberation, Aurora's pro-
jected 2012 Budget
increase of 6.20 per cent
appears to finally be on the
down swing. 

At press time, that 6.20
per cent, despite fluctuating
in fractions of a point over

the past few Budget ses-
sions now sits at 5.80 per
cent. Combined with the
Region of York's proposed
budget, this will have an
estimated 2.76 per cent tax
impact on Aurora residents. 

Councillors went into
their budget deliberation

meeting December 5 sitting
at 6.27 per cent, but during
the course of the meeting
that number was brought
down to 5.80 due to a
decrease in benefits costs
for the Town and its employ-
ees in the upcoming year.

"Since that time I am

pleased to tell you we have
met with our benefits
provider and they have pro-
vided the research on our
rates for next year and we
are able to drop our budget
by almost $140,000 and that
will bring us down to a 5.8
per cent tax rate increase,"
said Aurora Treasurer Dan
Elliott to Councillors at
Monday's budget meeting. "If
we combine that with every-
one else we're now down to
2.76."

According to Mr. Elliott the
revised rates reflect the Town
of Aurora's actual use of its
benefits program through
2011. It is not changing the
benefits package currently
enjoyed by employees but is
a "more accurate estimate of
what our benefit costs will be
next year based on our expe-
riences."

Monday's meeting also
provided for further discus-
sions related to the Town's
fire portfolio. As The Auroran
reported last week, aside
from an additional $47,000
impact to the Town's opera-
tional budget for the Town's
share of a cost of living
increase for fire fighters
under the Central York Fire
Services (CYFS), alterations
to how snow is cleared at
area fire halls resulted in a
savings to the Town.

As things stand now, the
Joint Council Committee - a
committee of Councillors
from both Aurora and
Newmarket that oversees
the CYFS - contracts out
snow plowing for $15,700.
Next year, however, Aurora's
Parks and Recreation
department will be taking
over the responsibility for
less than half that price tag. 

This significant difference
raised questions for
Councillor Evelyn Buck who
asked if contracting services
costs more than double what
it costs for the Town to do it
itself, why the change hadn't
been made sooner.

Mr. Elliott said Councillor
Buck's assessment was "not
too far off the truth."

"The difference [is] the
jurisdiction of who was
doing what," said Mr. Elliott.
"The JCC and Central York
had previously arranged all
of the snow plowing and
they had never approached
the local municipalities to
see if they were interested in
providing that service for
them on those particular
driveway pads. 

"This year, somebody
somewhere in the process
did and they received
quotes from our contractor
and they received quotes
from the local force. Our
local force beat the local
contract price, and in
Newmarket the contractor
beat the local force price.
Newmarket is actually con-

tracting with a third party the
clearing of snow on their fire
halls and for us we're con-
tracting it with our Parks and
Rec department."

As The Auroran went to
press, Councillors were
preparing what could be
their final crack at the Town's
2012 operating budget.
Discussions were expected
to include a 2012 funding
request from the Aurora
Historical Society for the
Society itself as well as the
150th anniversary com-
memorations of Hillary
House, an "update of activi-
ties" from the Aurora
Cultural Centre, sponsor-
ship of the Aurora Chamber
of Commerce, the 2012
Operating Budget for both
Fire & Emergency Services
and the Aurora Public
Library.

Pam Bullen of the Aurora Lions Club displays some of the food collected this

year for their annual delivery of Christmas baskets for local families in need.

The Lions Club welcomes further donations and volunteers at their 

headquarters at 155 Engelhard Drive throughout the week. Ms. Bullen said

there is a special need this year for teen gifts.    Auroran photo by David Falconer



Over the years, countless cards and letters
back home flowed through Aurora's old
post office building just south of Yonge and
Wellington. Above and centre left, is one
example of a post card sent to Aurora 
during the First World War, while below
right is a letter sent at the height of the
Second World War. See "Brock's Banter" to
the left.

Photos courtesy ofthe
Aurora Historical Society
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Brock’s Banter
By BROCK WEIR

Christmas around
the clock

There is a certain charm living and working in 
historic buildings. 

While I have always had a fascination for old,
creaky structures and places that go bump in the night,
this fascination may have been compounded when in
the late 1990s my father moved his office from an
industrial park in Markham to what seemed like a great
old place in Unionville built in 1836. This building just
off the main drag was purported to pull double duty as
the area courthouse and jail in its early beginnings.

If that isn't the perfect recipe for letting your imagi-
nation run wild, I don't know what is! As they say on
TV, however, "But wait! There's more!" 

When they began renovating the place, I took the
opportunity to go exploring under the deck and in the
ravine behind the building and came back with a mys-
terious non-human jaw bone and an all too human
overturned tombstone belonging to a woman named
Catherine Ritter.

Bingo! The scene was almost tailor-made to a histo-
ry enthusiast such as myself. 

The Auroran moving its offices to the old post office
building earlier this year fuelled the fire. Closing in at
almost its first century serving the residents of Aurora
first as a post office and now as an office hub, if its
walls could talk we'd be in clover for many an issue. 

Although we are in the newer section of the build-
ing, to go out onto Yonge Street one has to walk
through the original part of the structure and while
doing so it is hard not to imagine the things that
passed under its iconic clock tower at one time or
another in its life as post office, particularly at this time
of year. 

Before the current main post office building was
erected just north of this location on Wellington Street
in the 1960s, generations of Aurorans came here to
post parcels to loved ones, perhaps pick up a gift or
two from friends or relatives in exotic locales, or
maybe even re-gift an item or two before re-gifting
became the in thing. 

People in days of hardship, during the wars and in
the interwar years, may have been sitting at home
waiting to receive whatever was coming their way from
this building whether it was a cheque to help make
ends meet in putting a turkey on the table or hearing
whether a husband, father, brother, nephew, or friend
would finally join them once again at the dinner table
after fighting for King and Country.

For those whose loved ones would not be home at
least until another Christmas, they may have been
waiting to hear that they were all right in a letter one
could read at the traditional family gathering.

Two such letters are reproduced here above right
courtesy of the Aurora Historical Society (AHS). When
asked if they had anything in their collection that would
have come through here during the wars, they were
coincidently putting together a display of historic
Christmas cards and were only too happy to oblige. 

The first item is a woven post card sent to Aurora
from Belgium in 1917 for what was to be the last
Christmas of the First World War. In his message to Mr.
And Mrs. M.L. Andrews, H. George Young wrote simply,
"Wishing you and yours every joy that the seasons may
bring."

The letter below that was sent by Effie McIntyre of
Chiswick, a suburb of London, England to Mr. And Mrs.
Walton "and Mary" for the Christmas of 1943:

"Isn't this a bright idea of Christmas greeting?" she
wrote to her friends or family back in Aurora, of her
special holiday stationary complete with depictions of
cheery soldiers and nurses (or their girlfriends) pulling
apart a festive Christmas cracker.

"Wilson was badly injured in the Stettin raid in
August and was blind for several days but has made a
wonderful recovery and is flying again," she continued.
"Things look much brighter this fifth Christmas of the
War. Let's hope there will be peace in 1944.

"With love and best wishes for Xmas and 1944."
While things for Effie might have been looking much

brighter in the fifth Christmas of the war, she and
Wilson would have to endure one more Christmas
before peace in 1945, but as her letter indicates, opti-
mism was strong.

If you have any information on the writers or recipi-
ents of these two messages, please contact me at
brock@auroran.com. I'd also like to send my thanks to
Nicola Jago of the Aurora Historical Society for uncov-
ering these two great artefacts.

Candidate wants compromise on gun registry

A note of thanks 
for the Trinity bazaar

An open letter to the
Honourable Lois Brown,
MP

I was very moved by the
ceremonies around the Ecole
Polytechnique shootings yes-
terday. I noted the strong con-
cern, indeed, the desperation
of some of the participants
about the proposed abolition
of the long gun registry and
destruction of all the records
in it.

I heard a spokesperson
for the government say the

government will respond to
violence involving guns with
lengthy jail terms. It occurs to
me it's a bit late for the victims
by the time a perpetrator is
being sentenced. 

I realize that the registry is
not a perfect instrument. We
need to keep working on
issues of public safety so
that, for instance, five year
olds cannot load and dis-
charge weapons in the family
home, and firearms intended
only for armed combat are
prohibited in Canada. 

To the editor,

A message from the
Anglican Church Women's
President

I would like to make a
heartfelt thank you to all who
made the ACW  "Merry
Sugar Cookie Christmas
Bazaar" on November 19 at
Trinity Anglican Church in
Aurora a wonderful success;
to all the volunteers who
gave their time, energy and
smiles at the vendor tables;
the talented knitters, bakers
and sandwich makers; the
many donations for the
silent auction, attic treas-
ures, jewellery and clothing
for the Clothes Closet. 

Thank you for the set up
and clean-up crew. After
they got finished you would
never know there was a
Bazaar. 

A special thank you to
Jill T. for her awesome work
organizing the luncheon.
She is a magic whiz. Thank
you to the servers as well.

Finally, to our Bazaar
leader, Andrea W. who is the
glue that holds it all together
- thank you for your leader-
ship and inspiration to make
the day so festive and merry.

Thanks to all.

Kelly Peters
President, Anglican
Church Women

I have a feeling that the
adamant position of some in
the Conservative party on
this issue makes you a little
uneasy. I do wish you and
other members of the caucus
who can envision some sort
of compromise, such as let-
ting provinces that want to
maintain a registry have
records for their citizens,
would speak out and slow the
unseemly rush to abolish the
whole thing.

Family members attend-
ing other memorial services
for tragedies that have not yet
happened will have to wonder
what we were thinking when
we decided to choose gun
freedom over a civil and safer
society. I can't believe they
will be consoled by knowing
that a shooter will be spend-
ing a long time in jail.

Robin Wardlaw
Newmarket, ON
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Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

'Twas Year End in Aurora

It's Monday, December 5th, 2011 and the legislature is
bustling with activity. It's the last week of sitting before the
Christmas break. The lobby and grand staircase leading up to
the Chamber has not one, but six Christmas trees brightly lit
and decorated giving a warm glow to this otherwise formal set-
ting of the seat of Ontario's government. 

This festive mood is about to be interrupted by an annual
event on the legislative calendar that can have a chilling effect
on the government of the day. The event? The highly anticipat-
ed....

Annual Report of the Auditor General of Ontario.
What is it about this report that causes such a stir and who

is the Auditor General that he commands such attention from
both the government and the opposition parties? 

The Auditor General is an independent officer of the
Legislative Assembly appointed under the Auditor General
Act. He maintains an arm's length distance from the govern-
ment and the political parties and fulfills his role without politi-
cal pressure. His role is to scrutinize the use of government
resources, examine the government's financial accounts and
transactions and report his findings to the Legislature. 

An important part of the Auditor General's mandate is to
conduct "value-for-money" audits. He has access to govern-
ment ministries, crown agencies and public sector organiza-
tions that receive government grants, and because these are
mandated responsibilities, government ministries and agen-
cies are compelled to cooperate with his investigations. 

The result is often an embarrassing exposure of misman-
agement on the part of government ministries, agencies,
boards and commissions, accompanied by a well-deserved
chastising of the government in power.  

The 2011 Report of the Auditor General proved to be a
scathing indictment of the McGuinty Government.

This year's edition amounts to 460 pages of indictment of the
government for its mismanagement, waste and lack of oversight.  

Following are some excerpts from the report:
Lack of Reliable Information

"There are numerous instances in this, my ninth Annual Report,
where we noted that meaningful and reliable information was not
being obtained or properly used to enhance the operation of govern-
ment programs."

Reckless Implementation of the Green Energy Policy
"The Green Energy and Green Economy Act, 2009 gave the

Minister of Energy authority to expedite the development of wind
and solar power without many of the traditional planning and regu-
latory oversight processes."

"No comprehensive evaluation was done on the impact of the bil-
lion-dollar commitment to renewable energy on such things as
future electricity prices, net job creation or losses across the
province, and greenhouse gas emissions."

"A 2011 study conducted in the United Kingdom (after the FIT
program was launched in Ontario) reported that about four jobs
were lost elsewhere in the economy for every one new job in the
renewable energy sector, primarily because of higher electricity
prices."

Highest Auto Insurance Rates In Canada
"Auto insurance premiums are significantly higher in Ontario

than anywhere else in Canada, and these high premium levels are
driven primarily by high claims costs. However, the Financial
Services Commission of Ontario does not get enough information
to know whether insurance companies are handling claims judi-
ciously and paying out the proper amounts."

"Industry estimates peg the value of auto insurance fraud in
Ontario at between 10 % and 15 % of the value of 2010 premiums,
or as much as $1.3 billion. Unlike many other provinces and
American states, Ontario does not have significant measures in
place to combat fraud." 

Lack of Accountability for Health Care Spending 
"While overall payments to specialists have increased significant-

ly, as with family physicians, the Ministry has conducted little formal
analysis to assess whether the expected benefits, including
improved access to specialists by patients, have been achieved."

No Reliable Information on Level of Services for People
with Disabilities

"The Ministry of Community and Social Services' Supportive
Services program spent $571 million providing services to help peo-
ple with developmental disabilities live at home and work in their
communities. However, although the program relies on community
agencies to deliver most of the services, the Ministry does not know
whether the agencies are providing the appropriate level of service
in return for the funding received; nor does it have reliable informa-
tion on the level of unmet needs in each community across the
province." 

This from an Aurora resident after seeing the Auditor General's
Report:

"This report is 90 days too late. We should have had the benefit
of this report before the election. The results would have been differ-
ent! " 

For those interested, the complete 2011 Annual Report of
the Auditor General can be found at www.auditor.on.ca
As always, I invite your comments and advice. Please feel free to

contact me through my website at www.frankklees.com or by call-
ing 905-750-0019. 

'Twas year end in Aurora, and through long debate
Council was determining, the town budget's fate.

Because the progress tonight, was not as planned
The mayor rose to his feet, and addressed those on hand.

"We must trim our expenses, there's no way to fudge it
There are too many projects, for our town budget.

As for our reserves we've drunk, too much from that cup
Having spent it on lawyers, those funds are used up."

"So, let's review our programs, and what's to be spent
Justify every item, review every cent.

Each department," he said, "will be subject to scanning
Let's start with the Public Works - what are they planning?"

It took him a few minutes, to find the right page
The printed budget was now, inches thick at this stage.
"This Lambert Willson project, that winter snow thing

Should we pay to store that which will melt in the spring?"

"On the topic of storage, there's never enough,
Take historical objects, there's tons of this stuff."

"We wouldn't have to hide things, where no one'll see 'em"
One councillor retorted, "if we had a museum!"

"We can't put up new buildings, I just don't see how
Since we barely keep up with the ones we have now.

We would do everything if we had our druthers,

But some projects are just less urgent than others"

"Here's one we could lose but it'd be a great pity,
Can we justify making Wellington pretty?"

But the whole streetscape idea had numerous fans 
So they set aside funds to at least do the plans.

As for other town projects, where things couldn't be bought
Council turned to see what the CAO thought.

"To next year there are projects, that could be deferred
All it takes is direction, just give me the word."

"We should then," said the mayor, to those at the table
"Just hold off on these projects, since we are able."

"But some are too important", said one man to a cheer
"Take the Youth Centre project, it rolls over each year."

"Well then how about this one, we may well refuse
A bike path under Leslie, few people will use."

But a voice said "they'll use it, and lots more than some
It is a known fact that if 'you build it they'll come'"

"Then what of the parks budget?" the mayor then said
And received this reply, from that section's head;

"We must set aside funding, or raise some more fees,
If we're going to replace our at-risk ash trees."

"There must be ways to defer, one project at least

So all Aurorans won't feel, that they have been fleeced.
Take this repair item there's no need to debate

The porous roof on Town Hall, will just have to wait."

"One advantage of that" said one man remaining
"Is you need not be outside, to know that it's raining."

That was one minor success, to try to spend less
But far from enough 'cause the list was endless

"We could seek help from elsewhere, to fund these instead
Perhaps a one-time grant from the province or Feds?

I know asking for money, can be quite humbling
But our infrastructure's at risk, in fact it's crumbling."

"To all government levels, we before've gone there
But they claim deficits too, and no funds to spare."
There were grumbles and groans as nerves were

unsteady
Not surprising since it was midnight already.

"We're getting nowhere on this", the mayor sighed
"Each option's been looked at, and choice has been tried.

Instead of saving money, the answer I fear
Is to raise taxes like we do every year."

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

By Frank Klees 
MPP Newmarket-Aurora 

Frankly Speaking Auditor General's Report 
90 Days Too Late
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
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Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
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HOURS
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15570 Yonge Street 
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Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store
www.thelightspot.ca

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 
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LIGHTING 
IDEAS

 
...from everyone at Sorley & Still

Happy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy Holidays

Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Seniors duplicate
bridge results

November 28, 2011:

N/S
1st - Arend and Bev

Vanderwiel
2nd - Carole Bell and Nan

McLean
3rd - Lucille Sequeira and

Dave Legallais

E/W
1st - Marion Warburton and

Noreen Hashem
2nd - Ed Werenich and Joe

Badali
3rd - Jeannine Mackie and

Melody Irving

December 5, 2011:

N/S
1st - Carole Bell and Nan

McLean
2nd - Sandra Davey and

Sylvia Thompson
3rd - Bernie o'Brien and Mary

Oglalnby

E/W
1st - Don Newman and

Murray Sinclair
2nd - Suzanne Nunn and

Shirley Laurin
3rd - Rosemary Nichols and

Jean Bongard

A visit to 
Theatre Aurora

I spent December 4 at Theatre Aurora watching,
along with a sold-out audience of kids, "You're a Good
Man, Charlie Brown".

Like the rest of the audience, I was moved by the
show, which was in its final week, and highly recom-
mend it. 

It was a bir thday gift for my now seven-year-old
granddaughter, Mikayla, who said she also enjoyed
the show. 

For the youngster, accompanied by her grandmoth-
er, my wife Patricia, it was her first trip to the Theatre,
and with any luck, it won't be her last. 

I met up with Big Brothers Big Sisters of York
Development and Events Coordinator Mary Lynn
Stevenson who reminded me of what the Factory
Theatre used to be: a factory. My mind raced back
almost 40 years, when I was given a tour of what was
once a cement factory. It may have been constructed
from cement but that's also what it made, concrete
blocks. 

On their website -  www.theatreaurora.com  - it
notes a bit about its history: 

In 1973, The Aurora Drama Workshop amalgamat-
ed with The Aurora Musical Theatre Society to form
Theatre Aurora (the Factory Theatre).The following
year, the Town of Aurora offered a lease on a one-time
cement factory at 150 Henderson Drive; and, through
the efforts of Theatre Aurora's members and patrons
extensive renovations and modifications were made
transforming it into a theatre.

There were more changes made in 1980, with a
new foyer and raised seating additions. In 1999, the
current seats were installed in the theatre. By 2003,
Theatre Aurora became a Registered Charity.

In 2005, with the support of the Ontario Trillium
Foundation, Theatre Aurora moved into the 21st cen-
tury, adding a full HVAC system, a sprinkler system
and increasing its lighting and sound capacity. This
allowed Theatre Aurora to expand its season and add
a summer show to the slate. 

During the 2007/2008 season, Theatre Aurora, now
50 years old, honoured its past by surveying all its
members and patrons to find out which of the multi-
tude of shows that were performed over the last 49
years they would like to see again. 

Theatre Aurora, in August 2007, honoured local
media, specifically Dick Illingworth. On April 3, 2008,
the Town of Aurora mayor presented TA's President
Anne Currie-O'Brien with a commemorative plaque for
its contribution to Aurora.

Today, the old is balanced with the new as TA
mounts shows that are more than 70 years old.

Once TA was a cement block factory, but today it
inches closer to becoming a state of the art facility -
with a newly paved parking lot, wheelchair seating,
154 comfortable theatre seats, a full proscenium
stage, new lighting, audio and video equipment, and
full heating and air conditioning unit. My only regret is
that in 2007-2008, the patrons didn't pick "The Odd
Couple" as one of the multitude of shows they wanted
to see again.

I played "Speed" in that show that starred Graham
Constantine as Oscar. Graham, I see by the info hand-
ed out Sunday, is a big wig on the theatre directorship.
If he was there Sunday, I didn't see him. 

On the other hand, maybe the patrons did pick "The
Odd Couple", and they just neglected to tell me about
it.

Soup and bread created
hope: event chair
To the editor,

'Empty Bowls' events are
held by potters in towns
across North America, in an
effort to relieve homeless-
ness and hunger.  These
events are a great example
of vibrant communities in
action.

On behalf the committee, I
would like to express our
gratitude to each and every
person who participated in
Aurora's Pine Tree Potters
Guild's  2011 Empty Bowls
Event held on November
24th in the Aurora Cultural
Centre.

The staff at the Centre
could not have been more
accommodating.  The many
volunteers, both from our
guild and others who were
affiliated with us, did a won-
derful job with the many
tasks which were relevant to
our fundraiser.   

Particularly, I would like to
thank the chefs, restaurants
and bakers who donated and
served their signature soups
and bread to all 300 who
came for lunch or dinner,
Meridian Credit Union for a
much appreciated grant and
Tuckers' Pottery Supplies for
donating a portion of the clay
that was used for bowl mak-
ing.  

Participants in the Pine Tree Potters Guild's Empty
Bowls fundraiser are pictured above with their
products and crafts ahead of the event. The event
raised $15,000 for local charities.

Thanks also to Sara
Stevens for donating the flo-
ral arrangements, Roger
Whitnall and Dave Parsons
for their contribution of great
piano music and to the staff
at the ACC and Reza, owner
of Vic's Shoe Repair, for
cheerfully selling the tickets.   

And lastly, thank you to
the members of our guild
who made and donated over
500 soup bowls from which
our patrons ate then took
home as a reminder that 'not
everyone has a full bowl
each day'.  The event was an
overwhelming success, rais-
ing $15,000 to be shared by
the York Region Food
Network and Aurora's
"Welcoming Arms" located
on Metcalfe Street, just
behind Trinity Anglican
Church.  

The participating 
restaurants and bakery were:

Fred's Bread
Jan's Country Pantry              
Pine Farms Orchard               
The Roving Chef  
Maunder's Food Shop  
Bijoy's Restaurant  
Scorpion Mediterranean    

Bar and Grill 
Aw Shucks                          
Oakland Hall Inn                     
Gabriel's Café 
Graystones Restaurant           
Jonathan's Fine Foods            
Nature's Emporium                 
Edward Street Bistro             
Art Cures Inc.                          
Aqua Grill                                
Annalisa Asian 

Fusion Cuisine

Sheena Griffith, Chair, 
2011 Empty Bowls Event 
by Pine Tree Potters' Guild
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Police And Community Together

 
(Police and Community Together) 
New members are welcome.
Please contact us by email 
aurorapact@gmail.com

This page is proudly sponsored by: 

 
Providing professional and personalized services 

to York Region for more than 50 years. 
2 Orchard Heights Blvd., Unit 23 

Aurora, Ontario, L4G 3W3 
  Aurora: 905-713-9870    Toll Free: 1-800-668-8976

  Fax: 905-727-5749   www.hartwellthayer.com

Hartwell Thayer Financial Services Group
PACT Police Liaisons

Dan Hunter - OPP

Paul Strong - YRP

Melanie Moffatt - YRP

Shayne Mulligan - YRP

Heather Dickinson - RCMP

Drug Endangered Children....
By JEAN FLOYD (RCMP)

For most of us, Christmas is spent with family and friends,
laughing and enjoying the blessings of the season.  And for most
of us, there is no greater joy than to experience Christmas
through the eyes of a child.  But what if that child is exposed to
the effects of their parents or caregivers substance abuse?  What
if that child is ‘drug endangered’; what would Christmas look
like to then?

Corporal Heather Dickinson, a member of RCMP "O"
Division (Ontario) Drugs and Organized Crime Awareness
Section, in partnership with provincial and local law enforce-
ment agencies and community services, is spearheading a Drug
Endangered Children (DEC) movement in Ontario.

The role of the DEC program is to intervene on behalf of chil-
dren who have been exposed to home-based drug activity in
order to improve their life trajectory.

“We went to a meth lab and our entire team was all geared up
for the hazards of the lab and decontamination.  We went into the
home, wearing self-contained breathing apparatus and hazmat-
like suits preparing to be there for maybe eight hours.  We turned
the corner during the raid and found a 9-month old sitting on the
floor of the room where a meth lab was.  When I saw the child
being carried out in a diaper by a SWAT officer all geared up in
a self-contained breathing apparatus, my thought was, 'Man,
what has happened to this child for 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
living in this environment?'  And that was my first awareness,
after having worked in drugs and law enforcement for decades,
that was my 'aha' moment, we've been missing these kids living

with substance-abuse parents all along”  – Commander Lori
Moriarty (Ret.) of the North Metro Task Force, a Denver,
Colorado multi-jurisdictional undercover drug unit.  She is now
vice-president of The National Alliance for Drug Endangered
Children.

"Addressing and assisting drug endangered children in
Ontario requires a two pronged approach," Cpl. Dickinson said.
"We need laws to protect these children but, most importantly,
we need real collaboration between law enforcement, child pro-
tection and other social agencies, to rescue, defend, shelter and
support children and give them the care that they need, not just
once or at the time of arrest, but addressing their needs all of the
way along their personal developmental continuum."

A child is considered "drug endangered" if they are, or are
likely to be, harmed by an adult's drug activity.  Children are
deemed to be especially endangered if they are growing up in a
home where drugs are being produced or sold, whether through
an indoor marijuana grow operation or a synthetic drug lab.
Drug endangered children are also those whose caretaker's sub-
stance abuse interferes with their ability to parent and provide a
safe and nurturing environment.

In addition to the risk of toxicity and poisoning,  other health
and safety threats to children living in grow-ops and synthetic
drug labs or who have care givers addicted to drugs include neg-
lect, domestic violence, pre and post-natal drug and alcohol
abstinence syndrome and sexual abuse.  Evidence also shows
that, in addition to the physical hazards associated with living in
drug production surroundings, there is also long lasting and most
often seemingly invisible harm done to a child who lives in an

environment where their physical and emotional needs are neg-
lected by a parent who is using drugs.

Because drug labs and marijuana grow operations are often
linked to criminal activity and organized crime, the environment
is also very high risk for physical assault, home invasions, gang
violence and homicides.

Children growing up in homes of substance abuse are more
likely to use substances themselves.  This is yet another trajecto-
ry risk of the drug endangered child.

"The DEC program is not about removing kids from homes,
it's about removing drugs from their lives," noted Dickinson,
"and the only way that we can effectively do that is through col-
laboration of all stakeholders."

RCMP "O" Division Commanding Officer, Asst/Comm.
Stephen White  went on to say, "We need to work closely with
local organizations and social services so that young people who
come in contact with the police, as either offenders or victims,
receive the help they need to overcome challenges in their lives."

To become involved with the DEC program in Ontario

Contact: Corporal Heather Dickinson 
RCMP Toronto West Detachment 

905 876-9674 or heather.dickinson@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

Visit http://www.nationaldec.org/ for more on the DEC program
(US web site) or 

contact Sgt. Trudy Bangloy @ 613 990-9322 
to inquire about the RCMP National DEC.

To the editor,

While enjoying yet
another viewing of
Hitchcock's masterpiece
"North by Northwest" on
afternoon TV, I idly
opened up the December
6, 2011, issue of The
Auroran and leafed
through it, intending to
give it a complete read
later.

A headline on page 6
caught my attention:
"Reader in a 'state of

denial' over Ron Wallace's
retirement", it read.

The contents of the
accompanying letter
seemed rather familiar to
me, like déjà vu all over
again as Yogi has been
credited with saying.
(Hey, Hey, Hey!  No, not
THAT Yogi.)

However, I couldn't
quite place the original
source, so I scanned down
to the signature and near-
ly fell off my easy chair:
"Bob Cooke, Orillia", it

read.
Yikes.  
Doing my best to sound

like Cary Grant I closed
my eyes, peeked back at
the television screen,
where Grant was just
pulling the knife out of a
hapless United Nations
official's back, and uttered
to an empty room, "Judy,
Judy, Judy."

Oops, wrong movie.
But I digress.

Here I was, watching a
four-star suspense movie

in which Cary (we're now
on a first-name basis) has
been mistaken for some-
one else, dangerously I
might add.  That should
have been more than
enough but here I was, in
a very similar position.

When would Doris Day
sing, I wondered.

Oops, another wrong
movie.

Now that I think of it,
my easy chair is posi-
tioned in a manner which
has me facing - you

guessed it - north by
northwest.  

However, also in front
of me, back in my shaking
my hands after being
picked up off the floor, was
The Auroran, open to
page 6, and a letter pur-
portedly written by ME, or
was it by Mr. Kaplan?
(You have to have seen
the movie to understand
that reference.)

While I can certainly
agree with the glowing
kudos of that letter, I can-

A week later, reader still in “denial”
not claim to be the author.
At least I don't think I can.

Just in case, I hurried
upstairs to the front win-
dow, looking for any
passerby who might
resemble the master of
mystery movies.  After all,
Hitchcock was known for
briefly appearing in most of
his films.  

Alas, no Alfred, just a
rather rotund woman wear-
ing a suit and walking a
dog.  Or was it the other
way around?     

Hmmm... I do recall one
of his movies in which
Hitchcock did appear at
the beginning walking a
dog and...  Naw.  Couldn't
have been.  I would have
settled for Eva Marie.

But I digress.  
Ronnie, regardless of

who wrote the letter, you
deserve the accolades.  

Enjoy your retirement
and let me see the final
draft of that book before
you send it to a publisher,
will ya?  I'll be happy to
give it the same profes-
sional treatment you used
to give my stuff.  

Bob Cooke (I think)
Orillia

PS:  If I really did write
that letter, please disre-
gard this one and blame it
all on the narcotics (pre-
scribed) that I've been tak-
ing to relieve the pain of a
recent complete knee
replacement.  Otherwise,
I'm in a state of denial.

Big Brothers, Big Sisters offer thanks
To the editor,

Big Brothers Big
Sisters of York want to
express our gratitude to

the community for their
suppor t of our agency
throughout the past year.
The children and families
we serve join us to thank

the volunteers who in
their roles as Big
Brothers, Big Sisters and
mentors give of their time
making a difference in a

child's l ife. The impact
made by these volunteers
is truly overwhelming.
The more than 500 youth
in our programs experi-

ence real and positive
changes in their lives.

Not to be forgotten are
the many par ticipants,
sponsors and volunteers
of our various fundraising
events. Each and every
one of these individuals
and companies play a key
role in ensuring our
agency continues to pro-
vide such valuable pro-
grams.  Thanks also go to
The Auroran for all of their
support of our agency.

We wish everyone a
wonderful holiday and a
very happy, healthy and
prosperous New Year.

Grant Peckford - 
Executive Director
Board and Staff of
Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of York

Founder of Jonathan’s dies at 75
George Maglaris, origi-

nal owner and founder of
Aurora’s Jonathan’s
Restaurant died in a nurs-
ing home December 6.

Mr. Maglaris was 75 and
would have been 76
December 24th this year.

“He was a Christmas
baby,” said his 
daughter, Jonathan’s Mary
Georgopoulos.

Services were held
Friday at St. Panteleimon
Greek Orthodox Church in

Markham. Burial was in
Richmond Hill’s Elgin Mills
Cemetery.

Ms. Georgopoulos, the
new owner of the restau-
rant, was his only daughter.

He was grandfather to
George Jonathan, after
whom the restaurant is
named, Sophia and James
Georgopoulos. His wife,
Evelyn Devakos Maglaris,
predeceased him.

Arriving in Toronto at 17
years old, he learned the

English language and
worked hard in the hospital-
ity industry, and eventually
became owner of many
restaurants including
Biggy’s in Toronto, The
Stagecoach in Whitchurch
and Jonathan's.

In the 70s he successful-
ly received the first patio
licence in Toronto.

His favourite times were
being surrounded by his
family, playing Tavli with
George, Sunday mornings

at church with James and
sharing stories and laughs
with the "Girls".

The family thanked the
nurses at Cummer Lodge
for the excellent and 
cheerful care he received.
Visitation was held 
at the Thompson Funeral
Home in Aurora, Thursday,
December 8th. In lieu of
flowers, the family 
said donations to the
Alzheimer Society would be
appreciated.
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SPECIAL NEEDS 
PET CARE 

Go away with peace of mind.
Michelle Nadon is an award-winning animal rescuer available to babysit spe-

cial needs pets. 15 years experience dealing with blind, deaf, handicapped, medical
and special needs animals, positive reinforcement training & behavioral issues, and
palliative/near palliative pets.

Your pet is cared for in a beautiful heritage home with fully enclosed ½ acre
back yard with ground floor access. Safety first. And s/he will get all the love and
care in the world. 

M. Michelle Nadon Aurora, Ontario 905.726.2011 
www.c4panimalrescue.com   c4p@mediaintelligence.ca

Damir, Tanya, Linda & Cathy
Wish You a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

21WELLINGTON STREET EAST , AURORA , ONTARIO (905) 841-6411

Damir, Tanya, Maylee, Cathy and Joanne
Wish you a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

DAMIR VRANCIC LAW OFFICE

Enhanced R.I.D.E spot
checks are back just in time
with the festive season with the
York Regional Police and the
Toronto Police Service joining
forces last weekend to conduct
the enhanced holiday spot
checks. 

Both forces said just prior to
the launch of the holiday
enhancements to the year-
round R.I.D.E. program that
they are "dedicated to the erad-

ication of impaired driving" and
the joint forces initiative was
"launched in recognition of the
shared values of both organi-
zations and the realization that
impaired motorists do not
always drive within the confines
of Regional and City 
boundaries."

"Driving while impaired by
alcohol or drugs significantly
impacts, among other things,
your ability to judge time and

distance," said Sargeant Sarah
Riddell. "Judging time and dis-
tance are components of your
driving which require a height-
ened degree of accuracy. 

"York Regional Police urges
you to plan ahead during this
holiday season by arranging for
a designated driver, taking a
cab, or using public transit."

Police urge drivers and citi-
zens to call 9-1-1 if they believe
another driver is impaired.

R.I.D.E. beefed up for holidays

Police aim to educate drivers and pedestrians
94 charges and warnings

have been laid in Aurora this
year under the York Regional
Police's Operation Cross
Smart, with 14 incidences
occurring in November alone.

The York Regional
Police's Operation Cross
Smart is an effort to educate
both pedestrians and drivers
on following the rules of the
road. Launched in January
2010, 4,172 charges and
3,415 warnings have been
issued region wide for failing
to stop at red or yellow lights,
failing to yield to a pedestri-
an, or not following pedestri-
an signals. 

"Already this year, 27 peo-
ple have died as a result of
motor vehicle collisions on
York Region roads including
four pedestrians," said York
Region Constable Rebecca
Boyd. "Last year, 25 people
have died as a result of motor
vehicle collisions on York
Region roads including 10
pedestrians."

Police Chief Eric Jolliffe

warned drivers to slow down
and pay attention to their sur-
roundings.

"Don't let things like cell
phones take your attention
away from where it is needed
most," he said. "Pedestrians,
cyclists, and children remain
at far greater risk in collisions
involving vehicles than driv-
ers do. Share the road and
take responsibility as a driver
for your safety and the safety
of others."

Police advise pedestrians
to always press the button to
wait for a walk signal, stay
within marked crosswalks,
and pay attention to cars
turning into intersections. In
addition to wearing bright or
reflective clothing at night,
they discourage using any
device that impairs hearing
or vision.

For motorists, extra cau-
tion is needed when
approaching or turning into
intersections and cross
walks, as well as being aware
of pedestrians walking

against the signal or in need
of a longer crossing time. 

Last week, Inspector
Scott Lawson took over as
commander of Aurora's OPP
detachment for Highway
Safety. 

"I am pleased to be the
Commander of your OPP for
this area," said Inspector
Lawson in a statement. "I will
be focusing on public educa-
tion and awareness and
involving more community
and stakeholder participa-
tion. Officers will continue to
be visible on our highways.
As well, I encourage citizens
to drop by the Aurora OPP
Detachment to let us know of
your concerns."

Inspector Lawson said he
believes in building relation-
ships not just with his 
fellow officers but with the
employees as a whole. A 25
year employee of the OPP,
he said he knows how impor-
tant it is to work with commu-
nities and safety partners.
His focus, he said, is to

Staff donate $10,000 to United Way
Payroll deductions by

Town of Aurora staff raised
over $10,000 for the 2011
United Way campaign,
said the Town on
Thursday. 

Through payroll deduc-
tions from 65 staff mem-
bers and campaign boost-
ing initiatives ranging from
a kick-off breakfast to
"dress up days" in themes
as varied as "superhero"
to "crazy hair and hats",
the campaign was a terrif-
ic success, according to
Heather Green, who
chaired the United Way
campaign at Town Hall.

"This year we had a

great campaign with lots
of fun ideas and events,"
said Ms. Green in a state-
ment. "I would like to
applaud Town staff and
management for their kind
and generous donations to
The United Way. Their help
will make a difference."

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
also heralded the cam-
paign's success and the
generosity of those at
Town Hall.

"For almost four
decades, the United Way
of York Region has sup-
ported local charities and
carried out important ini-
tiatives to help others,"

said Mayor Dawe.
"Through the generosity of
donations, we can main-
tain a healthy and vibrant
community. Thank
you...for participating and
helping to support neigh-
bours. It's great to see the
difference we can make
together."

The in-house fundrais-
ing activities were not the
only way the Town of
Aurora has contributed to
the 2011 United Way cam-
paign. One of the early
campaign kick-off events
was the Toromont CAT
Dragon Boat Festival held
at Seneca College's King

Campus, in which the
Town entered a boat. 

While they came in last
place in the municipal
challenge dragon boat
race on August 20, Mayor
Dawe, along with
Councillors John Abel,
Paul Pirri, and Michael
Thompson, could take
comfort in the fact they
raised nearly $4,000 for
the United Way in the
process.

Last year 90 Aurora
staffers took payroll
deductions for the charity
and raised over $14,000, a
17 per cent increase from
2009 numbers.

Aurora's Federal and Provincial representatives threw open their office doors
Saturday for holiday meet-and-greet open houses for constituents in Aurora
and Newmarket. MP Lois Brown, pictured above left, is seen greeting two

community members at her Bayview Avenue office. MPP Frank Klees, above
right, did the same at his Aurora office that afternoon. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer

reduce injuries and save lives
on Ontario's highways, trails
and waterways. 

To keep safe on Ontario's
highways, Inspector Lawson
said wearing a seatbelt is of
the utmost importance, partic-
ularly in making sure kids are
properly buckled in with prop-
er restraints, as well as driv-
ing according to the condi-
tions you are faced with, stay-
ing focused and alert to the
road, and, of course, not
drinking while impaired by
drugs, alcohol, or fatigue. 

"Remember motor vehicle
collisions are preventable," he
said. "They cost us a great
deal emotionally and physi-
cally and it is up to us all as
citizens of York Region...to
ensure everyone is safe."
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Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

A & F Hair Elite
In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3
Tel: 905-727-6212

~Since 1970~

Happy Holidays!

Next to No Frills

from
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Industrial Parkway sidewalk designs could be “outsourced”
New sidewalks on

Industrial Parkway could
be approved at Council this
week, but if it passes it
won't be without some con-
cern that staff do not have
the time and resources to
do the design work "in
house."

Last week, Councillors
considered a recommen-
dation to award a nearly
$95,000 tender to a con-
sulting firm to fill in gaps in
the existing sidewalk sys-
tem on the road from its
connection to Yonge Street
in the south to St. John's
Sideroad in the north. 

While the recommenda-
tion was passed at last
Tuesday's General
Committee meeting, some
Councillors expressed con-
cern about the cost of the
project in the report versus
what they are faced with in
budget deliberations for
future sidewalk extensions. 

"In the capital sheet we
talk about identifying some
of the sidewalks that need
[repair and replacement]
the most," said Councillor
Michael Thompson. "It
would be helpful to under-
stand the rationale behind
this one. To me, just
because it is the largest
[sidewalk project] doesn't
mean it is the most needed

in Aurora."
Councillors had been

asked to consider other
sidewalk gaps in Town and
Councillor Thompson
asked for an overview look-
ing into the next few years
on what the priority is for
each of the Town's side-
walks and the Town's
rationale for ranking them.

"We actually prepared a
map of all the sidewalks,
prioritizing throughout the
years, however we are
doing the transportation
master plan which would
include road issues, side-
walk issues, as well as
integration and trails so we
wanted to do that last
check," said Ilmar
Simanovkis, Aurora's
Director of Infrastructure.
"Moving forward, this proj-
ect was high on the list pri-
marily because it connects
the bus stops, which are
currently on the road, that
don't have any sidewalks."

Area schools whose
students use what exists of
the current sidewalks have
also identified the project
for safety concerns, he
said, and a transportation
master plan addressing
these issues is underway
for next year. A date for
that report will be set down
after budget deliberations

are complete. 
For Councillor Evelyn

Buck, who has used a
scooter to get around Town
on occasion, the need to fill
in these sidewalk gaps is
evident. Pedestrians don't
have a problem when they
reach the end of a sidewalk
finding themselves with no
other alternative but to
walk on boulevards, but
that is not the case for peo-
ple using scooters or simi-
lar modes of transporta-
tion, she said. 

"I appreciate the proj-
ect, but I am also con-
cerned about the amount
of money being spent on
consultant fees which is
producing no sidewalk,"
she said. "Obviously this
project is the longest proj-
ect and I would think the
easiest because it is level. I
don't see sidewalks as
being a difficult project to
design. 

"I know we have people
in house who are certified
to do that work and, in fact,
do that work. It is their job
to design things like this,"
she continued, before ask-
ing how much it would cost
to do things in-house ver-
sus retaining a consultant. 

But doing this kind of
work in house is a question
of "resourcing capacity",

replied Mr. Simanovskis. It
would take Town staff an
"inordinate amount of time"
to do the sidewalk design
in house, staff hours that
are not available, he said. 

"If it is a smaller side-
walk we will do the design
in house and a number of
projects are done that way,
but it really does constrain
the time we have in house
to have it completed effi-
ciently," he said, adding
that each sidewalk project
has to be uniquely
designed to fit the specific
project and it is not a mat-
ter of picking up an existing
design "from the shelf."

But concerns over 
"outsourcing" this worked
r e m a i n e d  f o r  s o m e
C o u n c i l l o r s ,  i n c l u d -
i n g  Councillors Thompson
and Sandra Humfryes. 

"When you say you
don't have the resources to
carry through on this proj-
ect, it is easier for your
department to outsource it,
and I think if we're spend-
ing $100,000 on a consult-
ant, wouldn't it make sense
maybe to look at hiring
somebody or bringing
somebody in on contract
who can not only provide
you with the design work
for this project but maybe
also take on some more of

the other projects and bring
in a savings overall?" asked
Councillor Thompson. 

"I don't understand all
the complexities that go
with the development of
these designs but I would
much rather see $100,000

go towards your depart-
ment in helping bear that
workload... I share
Councillor Humfreys' con-
cerns when I hear you say
we don't have the time or
resources to complete the
projects."

Air cadets quiz Mayor
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

found himself on the hot
seat last Tuesday as over
60 members of the Royal
Canadian Air Cadets 140
Aurora Squadron swooped
into Town Hall for a civics
lesson. 

In a tour of Town Hall to
see their local government
in action, the cadets sat
attentively in the Council
chamber as they peppered
Mayor Dawe with a number
of questions related to his
job, his priorities, and
municipal politics as a
whole. 

"There is a whole lot of
homework," said Mayor
Dawe when asked how he
prepared for his job. 

After asking Councillor
John Gallo to hold up the

evening's paperwork for
that evening's General
Committee meeting as evi-
dence of what faced
Councillors at that
evening's General
Committee, he continued,
"that is all the stuff we have
to know before tonight and
there is one like that twice
a month. There is a lot of
reading, there is a lot of
talking with people about
what is going on [so] the
job really encompasses all
sorts of things."

Asked of his major goals
for Aurora, Mayor Dawe
told the cadets that there
are several things in the
works, but things that
"aren't particularly sexy."

"We have been working
on a strategic plan, which

is just an overall plan as to
how we see the Town
developing and where we
see that going," he said.
"We are looking at doing
some long-term financial
forecasting because the
economy is changing and
we need to be aware of
what is happening in the
future.

"Certainly a youth facili-
ty is very high on the prior-
ity list, so those would be
three of the items that are
near and dear to our
hearts."

As for election night in
October 2010, Mayor Dawe
told the audience that while
it was one of the "most
exciting nights" of his life, it
didn't take time to come
back down to earth.

"The election was on a
Monday night and then the
next Tuesday night I was
trying to clear out the sink
drain in the kitchen!" he
said.

Following the question

and answer period, the
Cadets were led on a tour
of Town Hall by Aurora
staffer Carrie Eastwood to
learn of Aurora's history,
how the Town works, and
"how buildings go up [and]

how sidewalks go in."
Following their tour, they

returned to the Council
chamber just over an hour
later where they were rec-
ognized by Councillors at
the table. 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and Town staff member Carrie Eastwood take 
questions from Aurora cadets last Tuesday.            Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Southlake receives over
$250,000 in donations

Southlake Regional
Health Centre has received
a $250,000 donation from
PowerStream. 

The donation was made
as part of PowerStream's
"ongoing commitment to
give back to the communi-
ties it serves," according to
PowerStream's Eric Fagan,
who noted the money will
go to support the enhanced
medical services the
Hospital provides, particu-
larly in the treatment of
cancer. 

"With its many regional
programs, Southlake
Regional Health Centre
serves patients from
throughout York Region and
Simcoe County," said
Southlake President Dr.
Dave Williams in a state-
ment. "The generous sup-
port we receive from com-
munity-minded companies
like PowerStream enables
us to provide the high qual-
ity of care that Southlake is
known for and that our
patients deserve."

Joining Dr. Williams for
the cheque presentation
last week were Frank
Scarpitti, Mayor of
Markham and chair of
PowerStream's Board,
board vice chair and
Vaughan Mayor Maurizio
Bevilacqua, PowerStream
President Brian Bentz, and
Neila Poscente, President
of CEO of Southlake's
Foundation.

"The outstanding facili-
ties Southlake has for treat-
ing patients dealing with
cancer provides the resi-
dents of communities
served by PowerStream
with an additional level of
care that complements and
works in tandem with the
resources available at sev-
eral other excellent hospi-

tals in York Region and
Simcoe County," said
Mayor Scarpitti. 

"Since PowerStream is a
community-based electric
utility that is owned by
municipalities of Vaughan,
Markham and Barrie, we
recognize the importance
of providing support to
community-based institu-
tions, especially those in
the health care sector,"
added Mr. Bentz. "The
donation to Southlake will
ultimately benefit many 
of the customers that
PowerStream serves."

This time of year is
known as the season of
giving, and 2011 is no
exception. In addition to the
donation from
PowerStream, Southlake is
also enjoying a $17,000
donation from Shopper's
Drug Mart as part of their
Tree of Life Campaign. 

Representatives of
Shopper's Drug Mart and
Southlake met at the
store's Aurora Heights
location Thursday to make
the presentation to the
Hospital's foundation. The
Tree of Life campaign ran in
Shopper's Drug Mart out-
lets nation-wide from
September 17 to October
17 and raised a total of
$2.17 million to benefit
women's health organiza-
tions across the Country. 

The money allocated to
Southlake by the program
is earmarked for the hospi-
tal's cancer program with
an emphasis on the proj-
ects that support women's
health. 

Over the years,
Shopper's Drug Mart's Tree
of Life campaign has raised
nearly $60,000 for the local
hospital out of the $17 mil-
lion it has raised nationally.

Neila Poscente, above centre, accepts a cheque from Shopper's Drug Mart following the store's Tree of
Life campaign. Pictured with her are Rob Greenhalgh, Ken Mo, Stella Dik, May Roberg. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe is pictured above next to one
of seven trees decorated by York Regional Mayors
on display at Upper Canada Mall for the Festival of
Trees. The trees, which are on display until January
2, were auctioned off between November 25 and
December 5, and raised   $75,300 for Southlake
Regional Health Centre, according to the
Southlake Hospital Foundation. 

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan



tion of lifts at the Stronach
Aurora Recreation Complex
and the Aurora Family
Leisure complex to help
disabled and mobility
impaired pool users to
enter and exit the water
safely. One project he is
still plugging away on, how-
ever, is within Town Hall
itself. 

"I'm getting the Town
Hall to be more accessible,
particularly the Council
Chamber," he said. "The
Chamber has a ramp, but it
is not wide enough, so
nobody can get down there
to speak or receive an
award on Awards Night.
That is my one objective
right now, basically just
helping Aurora and giving
them new ideas. I'm an
ideas guy and I love throw-
ing out ideas and I love the
discussion."

Councillor Wendy
Gaertner, who serves on
the Accessibility
Committee with Mr. Barker
also attended the ceremo-
ny at Town Hall last
Wednesday. She said Mr.
Barker is an integral mem-
ber not just of the
Committee but the commu-
nity as a whole.

"Tyler is a very valuable
member of the committee
and a real community
attribute for accessibility
issues and awareness in
Aurora," she said. "He's
quite an amazing young
man. He's a very bright,
thoughtful young man and
he really wants to make a
difference and I think he
will.

"Aurora is very lucky to
have his family and him
here helping us with acces-
sibility."

Politics is a passion for
Mr. Barker. In his spare
time, he is a member of
board for Citizens with
Disabilities - Ontario, a
group of over 200 members
province-wide advocating
for inclusion in all areas of
Ontario. Whether or not,
however, this passion could
lead him to hit the cam-
paign trail as a Council
candidate in the next
municipal election remains
to be seen. 

"I guess, maybe, as long
as the Council chamber is
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Rick Hansen Relay comes through Aurora

Hospice supports families and volunteers
As providers of services and

support for those suffering for
the ill and bereaved, Hospice
King-Aurora has been a crutch
for many members of the York
Region community.

But for all the support the
organization has provided to
these individuals, the group
was honoured by the Town of
Aurora late last month for their
work, awarding the group with
their Not-For-Profit
Organization Award at the
Town's annual Community
Recognition Award. 

Hospice King Aurora was
nominated for the Community
Recognition Award by Stephen
Forsey, who said the group was
initially founded in 1983 by a

group of likeminded people in
the King City area intent on pro-
viding visitation and one-on-
one support for bereaved and
grieving families.

"The organization has
grown significantly over the
years to the point where we
focused on a number of differ-
ent programs - our wellness
program has been extremely
well received and in things like
music and art therapy it has
provided a great source of sup-
port and comfort," said Mr.
Forsey.

"The majority of our work
was done by volunteers and
they are supported by an
amazing executive director and
wonderful staff to assist. They

put in a lot of time but probably
beyond that, the lion's share of
the work is done by volunteers
that are out there each and
every day doing things to help
out and it is a lot of the stuff that
isn't necessarily well known but
makes a real difference in the
community."

Hospice King-Aurora's
Community Recognition was
picked up at Town Hall on
November 22 during a ceremo-
ny which honoured nearly 30
individuals, community groups,
and businesses making a differ-
ence in Aurora. 

Margaret Carr was on hand
to accept the award on behalf of
Hospice King-Aurora and she
told the packed audience in the

Council chamber that for an
organization such as hers
which depends on word-of-
mouth, the award "means a lot."

"[It has been reported] that
most people would prefer to die
at home, but nearly 70 per cent
die in hospitals and we are hop-
ing to change that," said Ms.
Carr. "The majority of people do
not know how to go about
preparing to die at home. We
can certainly help on that jour-
ney but we need to get that
message out. This award will go
a long way in assisting us in this
critical first step in allowing us to
help even more people in
need."

During her acceptance, Ms.
Carr shared the story of a 19-

From page 1 accessible, obviously," he
said, when asked whether
he would like to take a shot
at becoming an Aurora
councillor. "There was a
gentleman in a wheelchair,
a paraplegic, who did a
cancer run in his wheel-
chair but couldn't get down
there for the photos where
the display was. They
accommodated, but if the
ramp is more accessible,

then anybody could come
down there. That is defi-
nitely a consideration
when running for Council
in three years."

Looking back over his
participation in the Rick
Hansen relay, Mr. Barker
said the message he want-
ed to convey was that
"anything is possible."

"I think it just proves
that anything is possible

with just a little bit of inno-
vation," he said. "With the
way things are done you
just have to think outside
the box, but everybody
should be included. It was
a very enlightening experi-
ence. The Rick Hansen
Medal has gone skydiving
with individuals and they
see nothing as a boundary
and that is what I want to
convey."

year-old volunteer by the name
of Andrew. According to Ms.
Carr, Andrew said that he came
to Hospice King-Aurora to have
a meaningful volunteer experi-
ence but received a lot more in
return.

"To give back is to grow,"
said Andrew in his story, as read
by Ms. Carr. "Nervousness,
excitement, worry, reservation,
delight - these are just a few
descriptions of what I felt when I
first began my volunteer posi-
tion with Hospice King-Aurora
as a co-facilitator. 

"For years after the passing
of my sister, despite guiding
from several prominent people
in my life, I shied away from par-
ticipating in any bereavement
group. Needless to say to find
myself preparing to help lead
one brought up mixed emo-
tions. Those feelings of appre-

hension towards my volunteer
role quickly turned into unbri-
dled happiness."

Working with the other vol-
unteers, participating in
Hospice King-Aurora's activi-
ties, and interacting with its
clients all added to his experi-
ence, he said, but particularly
worthwhile to him was volun-
teering with children through the
bereavement programs, he
said.  

"I came into this volunteer
position with the hopes of help-
ing the children during their time
of need, but in the end I left with
an unexpected surprise - a
strong connection with the chil-
dren," he said. "As each session
came and as my relationship
with the children grew, as this
relationship continually devel-
oped I found myself, as a per-
son, growing."
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Crowds of school kids lined the Rick Hansen 25th Anniversary relay route last
week as the silver Rick Hansen medal came to Town. Arriving at Wellington
and Bathurst on Wednesday afternoon, the relay proceeded east on
Wellington to John West Way and up to Town Hall where the event was com-
memorated by Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, former Ontario Premier Mike Harris,
Councillors, and a number of other dignitaries. The medal began its journey
Thursday, leaving Town Hall and heading back to Wellington for 
a brief stop at St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School before heading back
up John West Way and out of Town via St. John's Sideroad and Bayview
Avenue.               Auroran Photos by David Falconer

RICK HANSEN RELAY ARRIVES IN AURORA



CALL OR VISIT A CLINIC NEAR    :

Follow us across the web:                www.uweightloss.com                uweightloss.com/facebook                twitter.com/uweightloss                blog.uweightloss.com

U WEIGHT LOSS CLINIC OF AURORA
1 HENDERSON DRIVE 

CALL 905.713.5673 OR EMAIL US AT aurora@uweightloss.com

< GENEVIEVE
LOST 81 LBS

*Discount available only with the purchase of a full weight loss, health and lifestyle change program. Discount not applicable to the purchase of U Weight Loss vitamins, supplements and starter pack. Please see U Weight Loss for details.

LOSE UP TO 20 LBS 
IN JUST 4 WEEKS 
WITH THE 
RAPID HOLIDAY 
SHAPE-UP 
PROGRAM 
designed to reduce your body fat, cleanse your
system, improve your hormonal balance, boost
your energy and increase your metabolism.

* Includes a personalized health and weight assessment, 
a 4 WEEK custom nutrition and exercise plan, a 2 WEEK 
supply of professional supplements and twelve one-
on-one personal coaching sessions.

As the year is coming to an end, now 
is also the perfect time to put an end 
to poor health, being overweight, 
feeling unhappy and self-conscious, 
and lacking energy and stamina.
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Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
Wish you a HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON

• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 
• Body Waxing 

•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 
• Nails Art Designs 

• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.

Our desserts and breads are made from 

“scratch recipes”and the finest ingredients.

Place an order, then relax with family and friends.

HURST BAKERY 
15543 Yonge St., Aurora    905-841-0278

We do!
Let us help

Who has the time 
and energy for 
holiday baking?

Home Owners helping homeowners

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora 905-727-4751

DECORATIONS & ACCESSORIES 
CHRISTMAS 

TO CLEAR* 
REDUCED 

*While quantities last. 
In-store specials only
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75 MARY ST., AURORA 905-713-2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

Second location now open: 213-225 The Queensway S., 
Unit 4, Keswick 905-535-2317

ORA 990055-7713-2

Celebrating 
18 Years 

in Business

Enjoyment for the entire family!

Don Smith

TABLE SOCCER TABLE SOCCER 
ANYONE?ANYONE?

TABLE SOCCER 
ANYONE?

OnlyOnly
3493499999$

Quantities are limited 
so please shop early.

Pool tables 
also available. 

905-503-0460
15231 YONGE STREET FREE PARKING IN REAR 

ACCEPT : CASH, VISA, MASTERCARD, INTERAC

Over 3000 Selections: 

Christmas Items
Angel, Fairy, Nativity, Cardinal Birds, 
many unique decorative Accessories

Fashion Jewellery
Necklace (more than 200 styles, 

some from Australia and New Zealand), 
earring, ring, bracelet, 

brooch, key chain, waist chain

Fashion Bags
Purses, Wallets, Evening Bags, Clutches

NEW BUSINESS OPENING
L&D Outlet Store officially opened on October 21, 2011

The mayor attended the grand opening ceremony and cut the ribbon. 

Unique giftware source and lots of selection

Home Decor
Art wall mirror, wall paint, metal wall art, picture frame,

vase, vase fountain, tree fountain, dragon fountain, 
decorative lamp, Big Statue, candle holder

Garden Accent 
Gnome, statue solar light, bird solar light, 

Buddha, planters 

General gift 
Figurine, dragon knight, Egyptian queen & king, 

Sphinx, Mummy box, Japanese Geisha, jewel box, 
wine box, elephant, peacock, horse, owl, fairy. 

Porcelain Dolls

Others 
Small Furniture, Outdoor Table/Chairs
All products are imported from Asia. 

Most are hand painted with beautiful color. 

Very Competetive Prices
Most items are at wholesale prices or lower. 

Directly imported from manufacturers. 
E.G. fashion bags from $6.99, fashion jewellery from $5.

Wall decorative art mirror (32"x32") - $35.

Something for everyone
We provide unique products.

Something for everyone for Holiday, 
Anniversary, Birthday, Friends, Colleague, Teacher; 

for your house and garden; for yourself.
Fashion Jewellery, Fashion bag

Since we opened we have received very
positive feedback from customers. 

They like the store - beautiful setup, 
great products and very very 

reasonable price.

WELLINGTON ST. E.

Downtown
Aurora

FREE PARKING

V
IC

TO
R

IA
  

S
T.

Y
O

N
G

E
  

S
T.

16655 Yonge St
Just South of Mulock Dr

In Mandarin Plaza
905-868-9696

wildbirds@bellnet.ca

Give The Gift Of Nature
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HOUSE
LEAGUE

108 Timbits/Atlanta Sky  10 -
Marco Djordjevic  4G 1A, Ben
Hilgendorff 2G 2A,  Blake Iezzi 1G
3A, Nathan MochizukI 1G, Malcolm
Parkinson 1A, Thomas Bradley 2A,
William Pare 1A, Noah Smith 2A,Kian
Barraclough 1A.  107 Timbits -
Nashville/Silver  6 - Andrew Parsons
3G 1A, Zach Green 1G, Matthew
Buckley 1G, Lucas Wilhelm 2A, Ben
Cordingly 1A, Jack Hunter 2A, Philip
Lamparter 1A, Jordan Sieber 1A.

104 Timbits - St. Louis Blue  3 -
Nolan Heggie 2G, Fionn Keon 1G.
101 Timbits/Calgary Red  1 -
Matthew Keizer 1G, Dexter Cole 1A,
Luca Pugliese 1A.     

106 Timbits - San Jose/Teal  12
- Adriano Fanuzzi 5G 2A, David
Durbano 2G,  Ryan Blakley 1G 1A,
Bradley Gardiner 1A, Samuel Spong
1A.  102 Timbits - Boston/Gold 1 1 -
Matthew Gianforcaro 1G, Jack
Charbonneau 1A.  

203 Caravan Kids - Toronto/
White  9 - Aidan Quinn 4G 1A,
Stefano Iervasi  3G, Matthew Collins
2A, Remy Pietrangelo 1A, Reid
McMann 1A.  204 Caravan Kids - St.
Louis/Blue  9 - Jake Pridham 1G,
Liam Morassutti 1G, Dylan Thompson
4G, Andrew Flores 3G, Dylan
Hodgson 1A, MacIssac Eveleigh 1A.  

403 McDonald's/White   5 -
Chris McGee 1G 1A, Carter Beacom
2G, Kyle Fowler 1G, Aidan Otoole 1A,
Jay Sieber 1A.  404
McDonald's/Blue  9 - Ethan Edwards
1G, Greg Gatzopoulos 3G, Riley
Harris 1G 1A, Cole Spragg 2G,
Johnathan Avgousti 1G, Evan Hall
1A, Chris Barnett 1A.

402 McDonald's/Gold  3 -
Cameron Lang 1G, Luke Pignatelli
1G, Ethan Richie 1G, Austin Martin
1A. 403 McDonald's/White  2 -
Ethan Moulds 1G, Liam Collins 1G,
OToole 1A, Francesco Dinardo 1A. 

404 McDonald's/Blue  9 -
Johnathan Avgousti 2G, Matthew
Muxlow 1G,  Robert Kniss 2G, Ryan
Funston-Clarke 1G, Nathan Clark 1G
1A, Matthew Cowl 2A,  Ethan
Edwards 2A. 410 McDonald's/
Orange   3 - Jack Gautier-Moulton
1G, Steven Seitz 1G 1A, Nathan
Chang 1A.  

407 McDonald's/Kelly Green  7.
401 McDonald's/Red  2.

406 McDonald's/Purple  2 -
Jackson Galbraith 1G, Jacob Lopez
1G, Christian Fermo 1A.  408
McDonald's/Grey  1 - Jack Viney 1G,
David Moschella 1A.  

405 McDonald's/Black  4 -
Joshua Anselmo 1G, Eric Flicker 1G,
Ian Hilgendorff 2G 1A, Cody Fisher
1A. 409 McDonald's/Teal  2 -
Andrew Campbell 1G, Aidan Brown
1G, Brendan Sanford 1A.   

607 Crabby Joes  5 - Bradley
Shennan 3G 1A, Ben Pitre 1G,
Anthony Livia 1A, Tyler Frise 2A. 601
Chouinard Bros.  2 - Brendan Dodd
1G, Jackson Clements 1G, Felipe
Rivera 1A, Owen Bourrie 1A,
Nicholas Robinson 1A. 

601 Chouinard Bros.  2 - David
Townshend 1G, Ryan Lewis 1G,
Matthew Vassos 1A, 604 Omar's
Shoes  2 - Joshua Fallavollita 1G,
Jacob Leblanc 1G, Sean Anderton

1A, Justin Macciocchi 1A, Andrew
Warner 1A.

801 Diamond Groundskeeping
Services  3 - Cameron Screech 1G
1A, Joey Hodgson 1G, Michael
Imseis 1A, Matthew Hall 1A.  803
McAlpine Ford  2 - James Eydt 1G
1A, Kyle Jeppesen 1A. 

802 Aurora Home Hardware
Bldg Ctr.  1.  804 Optimist Club of
Aurora  1.

805 Lakeshore Valu-Mart:   4.
810 Benson, Kearley IFG  0.

809 Danny & Scotty Puck
Bandits   1.  806 Backyard Pool &
Spa Co. Ltd.  1.

807 Crabby Joe's  3 - Michael
Dowling 2G, Noah Spicer 1G, Cory
Brear 1A, Alex Goncalves 1A, Blake
Holtby 1A.  808 Laurion Law Office
2 - Bradley Snoulten 1G, Max
Bruckner 1G.  

907 Crabby Joe's  9 - Sean
Foxwell 2G 2A, William Allen 1G 1A,
Joshua Bell 4G, Alec Barnett 1A,
Austin Megit 1A, Matthew
D'Allesandro 1A, Tyler Futterer 1A.
908 Benson, Kearley IFG  3 - James
Johnston 1G, Mark Presacco 1G, Luc
Martineau 1G, Ben Bryant 1A.   

911 AHPA  2 - Russel Johnson
1G, Kieran Cullen 1G, Etahn Cullen
1A, Paul Neophytou 1A, Alexander
Deblasis 1A, Ryan Byerlay 1A.  903
A.D.C. Aluminum  1 - Trevor George
1G, Michael Tanel 1A.   

904 North York Plumbing &
Heating   5 - Matt Reeves 3G,
Alexander Harrison 1G, Keinan
Osborne 1G, Graeme McDonald 2A,
Liam MacKichan 1A, Keith Jarvis  1A,
Kevin Wood 1A. 910 INARIA  5 -
Andreas Mikkelsen 3G, Matthew
Walker 1G 1A, Baily Miller 3A,
Andrew Hall 2A, Scott Wheeler 2A,
Matthew Walker 1A, Peter Sandwell
1A. 

904 North York Plumbing &
Heating  4 - Matt Reeves 2G, Josh
Lawlor 1G 1A, Graeme McDonald 1A,
Omar Rahal 1A,  Francois Bicego,
shutout.  902 Aurora Chrysler   0.    

905 Continental Ingredients  7 -
Kyle Fedec 3G 1A, Stephen Faiello
1G 1A, Tyler Coveart 1G 1A, Brendan
McDonald 1A, Jamie Wilson 1A, Jake
Arcangeli  1A.  901 Rogers TV  4 -
Ryan Dowling 2G, Daniel
Wochenmarkt 1G, Paul Louis Steiner
1G, Alex Seto 1A, Andrew Walter 1A. 

903 A.D.C. Aluminum  3 -
Jesse Borin 2G, Trevor George 1G,
Thomas Scougall 1A, Matthew Sanita
1A, Matthew Warner, shutout. 912
Pizza Pizza  0.

906 ATS Healthcare  6 - Jerryd
Jensen 2G, Eliot Harkin 2G, Scott
Kostin 1G 2A, Michel Hache 1A,
Sajjad Akbar 1A, Thomas McDonald
1A, Will Brogan 1A.  911 AHPA  2 -
Paul Neophytou 1G, Graham Killby
1G, Kieran Cullen 1A, Michael Arcuri
1A. 

908 Benson, Kearley IFG  8 -
Duncan Eveleigh 3G, James
Johnston 1G 3A, Luc Martineau 3G
3A, Elias Jeries 2A, Mark Presacco
1A.  909 Manhattan Trophies Ltd.   5
- MIchael McCreesh 2G, Brian
Pedron 1G 1A, Mackenzie Smith 1G,
Dustin Partanen 1A, Adam DeRoos
1A, Ben Black 1A, Kevin Siery 1A.  

907 Crabby Joe's  6 - Matthew
D'Allesandro 2G, Sean Foxwell 1G
3A, Zac Kroll 1G, Tom Mason 1G,
Morgan Walker 1A.  910 INARIA  3 -

Andrew Hall 1G 1A, Daniel Antoniel
1G, Peter Sandwell 1A, David
Roberts 2A, Andreas Mikkelsen 2A.

906 ATS Healthcare  6 - Scott
Kostin 3G 1A, Sam Steenhorst 1G,
Michel Hache 2A, Braydon Babineau
3A, Derek Capone 1A, Maxwell
Brown 1A.  910 INARIA  1 - Daniel
Antoniel 1G. 

912 Pizza Pizza  2 - Tyler Indos
2G, Dylan Indos 1A, Quinn Harris 1A,
Gregory Milligan 1A.  908 Benson,
Kearley IFG  2 - Duncan Eveleigh
1G, Mark Presacco 1G, James
Johnston 1G, Alexander Gouthro 1A,
Luc Martineau 1A. 

903 A.D.C. Aluminum  5 -
Thomas Scougall 2G, Christopher
Sanita 1G, Trevor George 1G,
Matthew Sanita 1G, Tyler George 2A,
Franco Porano 1A, Michael
DeCesare 1A, Jonathan Caporusso
1A, Jesse Borin 1A, Joseph
Veneziano 1A. 902 Aurora Chrysler
1 - Cameron Staples 1G, Scott Taylor
1A.

909 Manhattan Trophies Ltd.  6
- David Gonder 2G, Brian Pedron 1G
1A,  MIchael McCreesh 1G, Dustin
Partanen 1G 1A, Chris End 1A, Adam
DeRoos 1A, Eric Bulloch 1A, Kevin
Siery 1A. 907 Crabby Joe's  2 - Tom
Mason 1G, Joshua Bell 1G. 

904 North York Plumbing &
Heating  7 - Josh Lawlor 2G 1A,
Alexander Harrison 1G 1A, Keinan
Osborne 1G 1A, Matt Reeves 1A,
Eric Staueble 3A, Adam Petit 1A,
Keith Jarvis 1A, Jason Glionna 1A,
Matthew Iamonaco 1A.  901 Rogers
TV   3 - Paul Louis Steiner 1G, Nic
Venosa 1G, Andrew Walter 1G, Mac
Cawfield 1A, Carson Elliott 1A, Ryan
Dowling 1A. 

905 Continental Ingredients 3 -
Christopher Cherubini 1G 2A, Paul
Ashbourne 1A.  911 AHPA   2 - Austin
Tanaka 1G, Russel Johnson 1G,
Leon Vizkin 1A.  

1008 Danny & Scotty Puck
Bandits  3 - Chris Blumresinger 1G,
Sunny Bhullar 1G, Jamie Poutney
1G, josh ashfield 1A, William Miller
1A, David Marsillo 1A, Collin Laird
2A.  1007 Crabby Joe's   1 - Stefan
Richardson 1G, Nick Theodoropolous
1A,  Evan Foxwell 1A.   

1005 BrokeLink  6 - Eamon
Reilly 1G 3A, Trevor Best 1G,
Jerimiah Diaz 1G 1A, Jason Eberlin
1G, Cooper Riswick 1A, Kyle
Coughlin 1A, Ryan Eberlin 1A,
Michael Reilly 2A.  1003 Tom &
Jerry's   3 - Quinn McGowan 1G,
David Baccialeri 1G, D Hughes 1G,
Ryan Dalcin 2A, D Kovac 2A, B Dunn
1A. 

1004 BMO Bank of Montreal   3.
1001 Pizzaville Aurora  3.

1006 Caruso & Company  5 -
Jordan Caruso 1G, Reid Sisson 3G,
Taylor Butler 1G 1A, Jim Tatum 1A,
John Dinicolantonio 1A.   1002 INAR-
IA   4 - Graham Ralph 1G 1A, D
Fusco 1G, M Bishop 1G, Sasha Dajia
1A, Josh Lopez 1A.

1001 Pizzaville Aurora  4 -
Chase Riddell 1G, Braedon
MacKenzie 1G, Mike Nonnewitz 1G,
John Haralampopoulos 1G 1A, Matt
Hart 1A, Vince Duggan 1A.  1006
Caruso & Company   3 - Ryan
Kennedy 1G, Braedon Casselden 1G,
Nick Zebrowski 1G, Andrew Kimber
1A, Jim Tatum 1A, Tyler White 1A,
Taylor Butler 1A.

1008 Danny & Scotty Puck
Bandits  7 - Collin Laird 2G 1A,
Conner Fennel 2G 2A, Chris
Blumresinger 2A, Sunny Bhullar 1A,
Graham Joiner 1A.  1004 BMO Bank
of Montreal   4. 

1007 Crabby Joe's  4 - Jamie
Cherutti 1G, Steadman Dinning 2G
1A, Braydon Jackson 2A,  Spencer
Barker 1A, Jamie Cherutti 1A, Kyle
Cutone, shutout. 1005 BrokerLink
0.

1003 Tom & Jerry's   4 - D Kovac
2G, Ryan Dalcin 1G, K Piper 1G 2A,
Andrew Martin 1A, Scott Tenello 1A,
M Wooder 1A.  1002 INARIA  3 -  M
Bishop 1G 1A, l McGoldrick 1G, Josh
Lopez 1A, W Reid 1A.  

1004 BMO Bank of Montreal  9 -
Kelley Hudson 2G, Evan Jones 2G
1A, Chris Youtoff 1G 2A, Nick
Heintzman 1A, Ali Akbar 1A, Drew
Marshall 2A, Josh Bentolila 1A, Cody
Rundle-Sanderson 1A, Alex
Heintzman 1A, Royce Kirby 1A. 1002
INARIA  3 - Jake Hindley 1G, M
Bishop 1G, Z Wong 1G, Cole Roffey
2A,  l McGoldrick 1A. 

1007 Crabby Joe's   6 -
Steadman Dinning 5G 1A, Braydon
Jackson 2A,  Jamie Cherutti 1A.
1006 Caruso & Company  1 - Chris
Fafalios 1G, Ryan Kennedy 1A, Taylor
Butler 1A.

1001 Pizzaville Aurora  8 -
Chase Riddell 1G, Carter Schaeffer
1G 1A, Keegan Weatherhead 1G,
Matt Hart 1G 2A, John
Haralampopoulos 2G, Mady Schaefer
1A, Brandon Connolly 1A, Marco
Ghegin 1A, Mike Nonnewitz 1A.  1003
Tom & Jerry's  1 - B. Dunn 1G. 

1005 BrokerLink  7 - Eamon
Reilly 2G 1A, Cooper Riswick 2G 1A,
Jason Eberlin 1G 2A, Michael Reilly
1A, Kyle Coughlin 1A, Trevor Best 1A,
Ryan Eberlin 1A, Robert Bradford,
shutout.  1008 Danny & Scotty Puck
Bandits  0.

REP LEAGUE
Tyke - Select - Aurora  5 - Jake

Wortham 1G, Daniel Iwai 3G,
Cameron Boyd 1G, Thomas Guilbert
1A, William Haines 2A, Aaron Rose
1A, Jack Beswick 1A.  Richmond Hill
0.

Tyke - Select A - Georgina  6.
Aurora  2 - Daniel Iwai 1G, Ayden
Posa 1G, Thomas Guilbert 1A. 

Novice AA - Georgina  4.
Aurora  2 - Anton Sopov 1G, Charles
Huxley 1G.  

Novice AA - Aurora  4 -  Todd
Cook 1G, Michael Crowe1 2G, Tylex
Cox 1G 1A, Nicholas Pisapia 1A,
Charles Huxley 1A,  Jack Sutherland
1A, Hunter Kolm 1A.  Stouffville  1. 

Novice AA - North Bay 3.
Aurora  1 - Michael Crowe1 1G, Erika
Cunniam 1A.   

Novice AA - Belle River  4.
Aurora  2 - Myles Graham 2G, Todd
Cook 1A.   

Novice AA -  Chatham  4.
Aurora  3 - Todd Cook 1G, Jack
Sutherland 1G, Michael Crowe1 1G,
Myles Graham 1A,  Gage Gonsalves
1A, Nicholas Pisapia 1A, Luca
Capraro 1A, Calum Ormond 1A.

Novice AA - Opponent  6.
Aurora  3 - Michael Crowe 1G, Jack
Sutherland 1G, Anton Sopov 1G,
Gage Gonsalves 1A.  

Novice AA -  Opponent 3.

Aurora  2 - Anton Sopov 1G 1A, Tylex
Cox 1A.   

Novice A -  New Tecumseth  6.
Aurora  0.

Novice A - Aurora  8 - Ryan
Cariou 1G, Ethan Solilo 2G, Jake
McMillan 2G 1A, Ben  LeGallais  1A,
Michael More 1A, Matthew Reid 1A,
Ryan Fowler 2A, Aiden Kirchmair 1A,
Alex Morra 1A.  Thorold  2.

Novice A - London  8.  Aurora
0. 

Novice A - Aurora  2 - Ryan
Fowler 1G 1A, Max Reeves 1A, Ryan
Cariou 2A. Applewood  2.

Minor Atom AA -  Aurora  9 -
Ethan Cameron 2G, Dylan DaCosta
2G, Daniel Gaeta 3G, Josh Lombard
1G 1A, Liam Mahoney 1G 1A, Carson
Maybury 1A, Jake Adams 1A,
Alexander Imperio, shutout.
Stouffville  0.

Minor Atom AA - Aurora 3 -
Evan Vierling 2G, Dylan DaCosta 1G,
Carter Beswick 2A, Andrew Langlois
1A, Ethan Cameron 1A, Jake Adams
1A.  New Tecumseth  3.

Minor Atom AA - Stouffville  3.
Aurora  2 - Josh Lombard 1G, Carter
Beswick 1G, Daniel Gaeta 1A, Ben
Barber 1A, Zachary Kolm 1A, Evan
Vierling 1A, Daniel Gaeta 1A.  

Minor Atom AE - Aurora  5 -
Joshua Torres 1G 1A, George Worth
1G,  Jonathon Gagnon 1G, Aidan
Nitsopoulos 1G 1A, Curtis Manley
2A, Alexander Arcuri 1A, Justin
Lacroix, shutout.  Kitchener  0. 

Minor Atom AE -  Aurora 7 -
Curtis Manley 1G 1A, James Sproul
2G, Zachary Grant 1G, Joshua Torres
1G, Liam Graham 1A, Cole Nip 1A,
Alexander Arcuri 1A, Jonathon
Gagnon 1A. Newmarket  1.

Minor Atom AE - Aurora  6 -
Aidan Nitsopoulos 1G, Curtis Manley
1G 1A,  Zachary Grant 1G, Jonathon
Gagnon 1G, Alexander Arcuri 1G 1A,
Sean Haw 1A.  London  2.

Minor Atom AE - Aurora  3 -
James Sproul 1G 1A, Jonathon
Gagnon 1G, Cole Nip 1A, Alexander
Arcuri 1A,  Max Piorischin, shutout  0.
Opponent  0.  

Minor Atom AE - Aurora  6 -
Curtis Manley 2G, Jonathon Gagnon
1G 2A,  Joshua Torres 1G 1A,
Zachary Grant 3A,  Quinn Spicer 2A,
George Worth 2A.  Opponent  2.   

Atom A - Tigers 5 - Andrew Park
1G 2A, Anthony Iacovetta 1G 1A,
Anthony DiPietro 1G, Spencer
Morrison 1A, Camden Graham 1A,
Sam Ashton 1A, Blair Crabbe 1A,
Ryan Cunniam 1A.  Saugeen  3.

Atom A - Aurora  4 - Anthony
DiPietro 1G, Dylan Prescott 1G, Sam
Ashton 1G Andrew Park 1G, Spencer
Morrison 1A,  Blair Crabbe 2A,  Jack
Campbell 1A, Ryan Cunniam 1A.
Caledon  1.

Atom A - Brantford  5.  Aurora
1 -  Camden Graham 1G, Dylan
Prescott 1A, Ryan Cunniam 1A.  

Atom A -  Aurora  2 - Connor
Thomas 1G, Adam Wloka 1G.  Port
Perry  1.

Atom A - Aurora  5 - Camden
Graham 1G 1A, Dylan Prescott 1G
1A, Adam Wloka 1G, Ryan Cunniam
1A,  Blair Crabbe 1A,  Anthony
Iacovetta 2A,  Andrew Park 1A,  Sam
Ashton 1A,  Matthew McConnell 1A.
Opponent  1.  

Atom A - Aurora  2 -  Anthony
Iacovetta 1G 1A, Sam Ashton 1G,

Ryan Cunniam 1A, Andrew Park 1A,
Matthew McConnell 1A, Will
Sherman, shutout.   Markham   0.  

Atom AE - Aurora  4 - Carson
Williams 1G, Matthew Gram 1G 1A,
Cooper Judson 1G, Daniel Babcock
1G, Tyler Sawyer 2A,  Noah Dempsey
2A,  Alex Sandras 1A,  Jonathan
Gianforcaro, shutout.  Orillia  0.

Atom AE - Schomberg  3.
Aurora  0. 

Minor Peewee AA -  Newmarket
5.  Aurora  1 - Ty Boisseau 1G,
Jaedon Jackson 1A.    

Minor Peewee A -  Aurora  2.
Newmarket  2.  

Minor Peewee A - Aurora  3.
Bradford  1. 

Minor Peewee A -  Aurora  2.
Bradford  2.

Minor Peewee A - Tigers  3.
Innisfil   3. .

Minor Peewee AE - Georgina 4.
Aurora  3 - Fin Reeves 3G, Colin
Windle 1A,  Max Lombard 1A, Lucas
Surace 1A.  

Minor Peewee AE - Stouffville
3.  Aurora  2 - Lucas Surace 1G 1A,
Colin Windle 1A.   

Peewee AA - Aurora  5.   Barrie
3. 

Peewee AA -  Stouffville  5.
Aurora  2. 

Peewee AE - Markham  4.
Aurora  0.    

Peewee AE - Aurora  2 - Ryan
Thornhill 1G, Jared Duthie 1G,
Cameron Dyer 1A, Keaton Thompson
1A,  Jeremy Rusnell 1A.  Newmarket
0.   

Peewee AE - Aurora  5 - Troy
Lane 2G 1A, Alexander Simardone
1G, Hayden Edwards 2A, Jared
Duthie 2A, Sam Speranini 2A, Eric
Pears 2A.  Orillia  2.

Peewee AE - Aurora  2  - Josh
Schmitt 1G, Jack Camplin 1G,
Cameron Dyer 1A.   Georgina 1.

Peewee AE - Aurora  4 - Jared
Duthie 1G 1A, Jack Camplin 1G,
Andrew Sutherland 1G, Cameron
Dyer 1A.  Caledon  0.  

Minor Bantam AA -   TNT   5.
Aurora  1 - Evan Cherubini 1G,
Graham Sanford 1A.   

Minor Bantam AA - Newmarket
3.  Aurora  0.

Minor Bantam AA - Vaughan  4.
Aurora  0.  

Minor Bantam AA -  Aurora  4 -
Tyler Williams 3G, Bryan Manweiler
1G, Jared Brown 1A, Evan
Woodhead 1A.  Stouffville  1.   

Minor Midget AA - Aurora  3 -
Lucas Pozzebon 1G, Nick Scott 1G,
Blake Wallace 1G, Spencer Green
1A, Connor Cowl 1A,  Andrew
Quattrin 1A, Jake McKee 1A, Matt
Iwai 1A.  Newmarket  3.

Minor Midget A -  Aurora  1 -
Liam Beresford 1G, Jack Caldwell 1A,
Alec Ground 1A.   Orillia  4.

Minor Midget A - Aurora  6 -
Liam Beresford 2G, Jack Caldwell 1G
1A, Kyle Nice 1G, Robert Stokes 1G,
Jordan Nanos 2A, Nathan Sinclair
1A, Alec Ground 1A, Evan Jackson
1A. Innisfil  2.

Minor Midget AE -  Aurora 5 -
Matthew Reynolds 1G, Nicholas
Steiner 1G, Harry Smith 2G, Brett
Bond 1G 1A, Nathan Nealon 1A,
Jonah Blaser 1A, Parker Baile 1A,
Mitch Arnew 1A, Kevin Spiering,
shutout.   Innisfil  2.

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca SPORTS
905-727-3300 Week of December 13, 2011theauroran.com

Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association

Results, up to December 11, 2011
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15480 Bayview Avenue
Aurora

905-751-0101

NOW

OPEN!
NOW 
OPEN

BUY SELL TRADE 
New & Used 
Sports Gear

Hockey   Ski   Snowboard   Lacrosse Hockey   Ski   Snowboard   Lacrosse 
Golf   Baseball   Fitness   SoccerGolf   Baseball   Fitness   Soccer

www.PlayItAgainSportsNewmarket-Aurora.comwww.PlayItAgainSportsNewmarket-Aurora.com

SKI and SNOWBOARD PACKAGES 
from $199 

Includes skis/board, boots and bindings 

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

✁

✁

Offer Expires January 31, 2012

Aurora Panthers PeeWee AA Girls Hockey Team

PeeWee Girls win hockey gold
The Aurora Panthers

PeeWee AA Girl's hockey
team won gold at the highly
competitive Whitby
Tournament of Heroes last
weekend.

The Panthers got off to a
slow start losing 2-0 to the
Oakville Hornets in the
opener, but then regrouped
to get four straight wins on
their way to gold. The
Panthers beat the
Clarington Flames 2-0 and
the Kingston Ice Wolves 3-2
to finish second in their
pool. The Panthers then

beat the Etobicoke Dolphins
1-0 in a hotly contested
semi-final.

Ultimately the Panthers
won gold beating their
hosts, the Whitby Wolves 3-
0 in the final in what their
manager, Mike Ianni,
described as a "complete
team effort."

"Great goaltending, solid
defense and substantial
contributions from all three
forward lines throughout the
weekend carried the team
to gold," he said.

In the photo above, the

Panthers are seen celebrat-
ing their win. In the front row
are (left to right) Emerson
Elliott, Julia
Giannitsopoulos, Natalie
Thompson and Riley
Peterson.  Middle Row:
Nicole Shaw, Hannah
Daniels, Camryn Tait,
Lauren Ianni, Mia Rogers,
Florence Awde, Jennifer
Moody and Alison Martin.
Back Row: Kelsie
Mahussier, Rose Falzone,
Jennifer Steenhorst,
Jasmine Grant and Emily
Haw.

PeeWee Tigers win championship
Aurora's PeeWee Tigers

claimed victory as Minor
PeeWee AE Champions in
Barrie last month. 

After getting off to a slow
start with a 4-2 loss to
Ancaster, the boys knew a bet-
ter team effort was needed,
said manager Joe Chimienti. 

"And team effort is exactly
what they delivered, winning
the next 3 games over
Oshawa, Ajax and Hamilton.
The Tigers beat a previously
undefeated Hamilton in the
Semi-Finals 3-1."

This set up a Sunday

morning final against their
hosts in Barrie, who also were
undefeated in the tournament.

The boys jumped out to a
2-0 lead, but went into the
third tied 2-2. 

"After a wild third period
the Tigers claimed victory with
a hard fought 5-3 win," said
Mr. Chimienti.

This is the 2nd tourna-
ment win this season for the
boys.

"Congrats to the players
for believing in each other and
playing and winning together,"
he said.

Pictured celebrating their
win above are (left to right)
Parker Lantz, Carson Venneri,
Michael Fodero, Nicholas
Vamvakaris in the front row.
Behind them are Fin Reeves,
Francesco Scuglia, Anthony
Palmieri, followed in the third
row by Braden Reid, Mathew
Hastings, Thomas Morra, Max
Lombard, Andrew Cundari,
Colin Windle, Joseph Grassa,
Fraser Ciocca, Peter
Chimienti, and in the back row
are Vito Palmieri, Scott Reid,
Don Lantz, Drew Reeves, Joe
Chimienti, and Pino Fodero.

Double wins for Selkies swimmers
The Aurora Selkies Swim

Club came home with several
success stories after two
important swim meets last
week.  

The Selkies had a busy
start to their December racing
schedule where on December
3rd they competed at the
ROC Ironman Meet in
Clarington, ON, testing their
endurance and returning over
10 top-three finishes. On
Sunday December 4th, many
of the Selkies younger swim-
mers attended their first ever
meet, the York Santa Meet at
York University, and the trend
continued, resulting in a num-
ber of top three placements. 

The following are the club's
top results from the two
meets:

Selkies' ROC Ironman
Meet results:

Julia Ashton, 11 years -
3rd, 200m breaststroke, 200m
freestyle.

Lydia Brama, 12 years -
3rd, 200m butterfly, 200m
backstroke, 200m breast-
stroke, 200m IM.

Doug Cooney, 11 years -

1st, 100m backstroke, 2nd,
100m breaststroke, 100m IM;
3rd, 100m freestyle.

Paige Dafoe, 13 years -
1st, 200m butterfly, 200m
backstroke, 200m breast-
stroke, 200m IM; 2nd, 200m
freestyle.

Lauren Hemburrow, 11
years - 3rd, 200m IM.

Daniel Oliker, 9 years -
1st, 100m breaststroke,
100m freestyle, 100m IM.

David Oliker 11 years -
1st, 200m backstroke, 400m
IM; 2nd, 200m butterfly; 3rd,
400m freestyle.

Victoria Spiterie, 12 years
- 1st, 400m IM; 2nd, 400m

freestyle.
Selkies’ Results from the

York Santa Meet:
Sarah Arnold, 13 years -

2nd, 50 backstroke, 50
breaststroke; 3rd, 100 IM, 50
freestyle.

Lindsay Korac, 11 years -
3rd, 50 freestyle, 50 breast-
stroke.

Maria Mihele, 8 years -
1st, 25 freestyle; 2nd, 25
backstroke.

Taeson Titus, 8 years -
2nd, 25 freestyle, 25 back-
stroke. 

Ashley Walker, 13 years -
1st, 50 backstroke; 2nd, 100
IM; 3rd, 50 breaststroke.
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Open Road BMW
87 Mulock Drive • Newmarket

1-877-769-4860 • www.openroadbmw.ca
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ST. JOHNS SIDEROAD

BLOOMINGTON RD. N

European models shown. Features and equipment may vary in Canada. *MSRP for the 2011 BMW 328i xDrive starts at $41,550. Lease and finance offers based on a new 2011 328i xDrive available only through BMW Financial Services on approved credit (OAC). APR of 0.9% 
applies.  Lease example based on $328 a month for 24 months. Down payment or trade equivalent of $4,998 plus first month’s payment, security deposit of approximately one month’s payment, and applicable taxes due at lease inception.Total obligation for the 2011 BMW 328i
xDrive is $15,743. The residual value of the vehicle at the end of the term for the 2011 BMW 328i xDrive is $24,930. Finance rate of 0.9% available for up to 36 months. Example: $20,000 financed at 0.9% APR for 36 months equals a monthly payment of $563. Cost of borrow-
ing is $279.  **$4,100 cash incentive available on the 2011 BMW 328i xDrive. $4,100 cash incentive included in $328 monthly payment. Cash incentive applies to lease, finance, and cash purchase transactions. Additional options and taxes are extra. Annual kilometres limited to
16,000; $0.15 per excess kilometre. Excess wear-and-tear charges may apply. Additional fees include freight & PDI ($1,995), Ontario tire stewardship ($23.36), air excise tax ($100), OMVIC fee ($5), fuel charge ($50), administration fee ($499).  License fees dependent on an
individual basis.  Taxes are extra.  Additional province specific fees, taxes, and charges may be extra. Offer expires January 3, 2012. Delivery must be taken by January 3, 2012. Offer is subject to availability and may be cancelled or changed without notice. Certain conditions
apply. See your local BMW Retailer or bmw.ca for full details. †Concierge hours of operation are Monday – Saturday; 8:30 am – 8:00 pm. ††Certain limitations apply; see Retailer for details. ©2011 BMW Canada Inc. “BMW”, the BMW logo, BMW model designations and all other
BMW related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties and/or trademarks of BMW AG, used under licence.

Tigers drop game to Newmarket, win in Orangeville
By Kevin Michie

The Aurora Tigers four
game win streak was
snapped in devastating
fashion last week.

The Tigers played host
to the North Division lead-
ing Newmarket Hurricanes
at the Aurora Community
Centre Friday evening and
were looking for their third
consecutive win over
Newmarket.

The third straight win,
and fifth overall, looked
promising early as the
Tigers scored to make it 1-
0 only 21 seconds in. 

Newmarket would then
go on to score three con-
secutive goals to open up
a 3-1 lead after the first
period. Aurora struck again
early in the second, thanks
to a Dylan Sikura power
play goal, but that would
be as close as the Tigers
would get.

The Hurricanes scored
three more goals in the
second to open up a 6-2
lead. The Tigers looked
lost and almost lifeless
through the rest of the
game and Newmarket
would add two more goals
to make it an 8-2 final
score.

Brett Sinclair was
chased from the net follow-
ing the second period after
allowing six goals 30
shots.

Andrew Goldberg, Kory
Kennedy and Chad
Bennett were all held
pointless for the first time
since they were individual-
ly acquired last month.

"It was our worst show-
ing of the year, no ques-
tion," said the Tigers head
coach, James Richmond,
following the loss. "I think
when we did score early
we would continue to do
so. It was a hard slap in the
face and I hope we learned
a serious lesson."

Aurora traveled to
Orangeville the next night
for a date with the Flyers.
The Tigers may have still
been a little shell-shocked
at the drop of the puck as
they fell behind 2-0
through the first 15 min-
utes. 

Nick Angelo was finally
able to break through for
the Tigers’ first goal which
cut the Flyers lead in half 
heading into the second.

"We started out still
feeling the loss from Friday
and we played like we felt
sorry for ourselves," said
Mr. Richmond. "In between
periods we talked about
what we need to do to be
successful and came out
flying. 

"I think we dominated
the final 40 minutes in
Orangeville."

The Tigers looked like
they found their legs in the
second, as they went on to
score twice, on goals cour-
tesy of Eric Bouchard and
Steven Cook. The Tigers
also managed to outshoot
the Flyers 14-10 in the
second.

Mr. Sikura and Derek
Sheppard padded the
Tigers lead in the third, as

the Tigers managed to
skate to a 5-3 victory.

After being pulled the
night before, Sinclair was
given the night off in
favour of backup Kevin
Entmaa who made 28
saves on 31 shots.

The Tigers now sit in
fourth place in the North
Division, two points
behind both Stouffville
and Markham and 14
points behind the
Hurricanes.

The Tigers' next game
is Saturday, at home,
against the high octane
Oakville Blades. That
game marks a strand of
three consecutive games
for the club as Aurora will
then head to Newmarket
for a matinee rematch with
the Hurricanes and will
wrap up its back-to-back-
to-back stretch in
Hamilton against the Red
Wings. 

The loss may have
been a wakeup call for Mr.

Richmond and the rest of
the team, but the head
coach thinks that his team
now knows that, "to be at
the top, we need to play
hard for 60 minutes in all
three zones of the ice."

Entering the final third
of the season, game
results will tell if the play-
ers feel the same way.

NEWMARKET 8
AURORA 2

First Period

A - Jarrett Fennell
(unassisted) 0.21

N - Adam Davies
(Farrell, Mort) 3.14

N - Tyler Mort (Bonner,
Brooks) 7.59.N - Matt
LeMasurier (unassisted)
PP 9.46

Second Period

A - Dylan Sikura
(Wallace) PP 0.36

N - Riley Brooks
(Leavens,  Davies) 5.15

N - Bowman Webster
(unassisted) PP 16.08

N - Daniel Leavens
(Bonner, Bontje) 16.25

Third Period
N - Morgan Bonner

(Joseph) 6.10
N - Bowman Webster

(Joseph) 19.50

AURORA  5
ORANGEVILLE  3

First Period

O - Michael Capicotto
(Holt, Poutsoungas) PP
13.15

O - Blake Forslund
(Doyle) 15.25

A - Nick Angelo
(Moody, Nice) 16.27

Second Period

A - Eric Bouchard
(Nice, Sheppard) 12.07

A - Steven Cook

(McCloy, Goldberg) 19.26
Third Period

A - Derek Sheppard
(Moody, Kennedy) 1.30

A - Dylan Sikura (Shier,
MacPherson) 10.32

O - Michael Capicotto
(Berzruchko, Adams)
19.51

UPSCALE RESALE
905.841.9555

www.roundtwoboutique.com
linda@roundtwoboutique.com

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N  D E S I G N E R  L A B E L S

   que

15228 Yonge St (back of building) 
Entrance off Temperance St. 
(SW Yonge & Wellington) Aurora

Hours: Tues/Wed 11-5  •  Thurs – 11 - 7  •  Fri – 11 – 7:30  •  Sat – 10 – 5 

Round Two Consignment Boutique
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For further information, contact the chorus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the
co-ordinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at Cardinal Carter School

from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program for 12 years and 

older boys and girls.
* * * *

Queen’s York Rangers Army cadet corps has openings for boys and girls
aged 12 to 18. The group parades every Friday night between 7 and 9 p.m.
There is no membership fee and those in high school can earn 
community service hours through the program. For further information, 

COMING EVENTS

From page 2

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Aurora water meters could be switched
water rates to be implemented
quickly and simultaneously. 

"If radio meter reading tech-
nology were in place town-wide,
it would permit the Town billing
group to read all meters at the
same time, alleviating the
issues recently raised by a resi-
dent concerning the methodol-
ogy the Town currently uses for
implementing rate changes,"
said Mr. Elliott in his report to
Councillors. "The recommenda-
tions arising from pilot tests will
be implemented Town-wide."

At last week's meeting, the
pilot project found favour
among Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
and other members of the
Council table. On Mayor Dawe's
part, he lauded the idea that this
new system could give the
Town the ability to implement
new rates quickly and consis-
tently and said it was "a great
step forward for us in order to
provide a better level of service
for our residents."

"With respect to the testing
of old meters, I think that is part
of the information we need to
know," he said. "There has
been concern expressed in

how accurate we are in our
billing of water, where it gets
consumed, and this should give
us a bit of a sample anyway if
we're losing money through the
meters. That will give us just a
better handle of where and
when and how much water we
are indeed losing."

Some Councillors, including
Michael Thompson and Evelyn
Buck, however, were less con-
vinced about the proposal. For
Councillor Thompson, before
proceeding he said he would
prefer to see a business case in
favour of switching out existing
meters for new ones.

"One of the impetuses of
doing it is to recapture $38,000
in lost revenue," he said. "I just
want to make sure there is a
strong business case that
makes sense, but not just
because it is a good thing to do
and there are other benefits
aside that financially it makes
good business sense."

In response, Mr. Elliott said
there is a good case to go
ahead with the change. If
meters Town-wide were wear-
ing out equally then they would-
n't need to be changed out, he

said. But when some residents'
meters in one area of Town are
deteriorating faster than those
in another neighbourhood, this
creates billing inequities, some-
thing he said the pilot project
would address.

But for Councillor Buck, this
pilot project sheds light on a
greater question and that is
whether Aurora residences and
businesses should have water
meters at all. Having said she
was against the Town imple-
menting a water meter system
in the first place, she said some
other municipalities are making
do with a flat rate for water.

"I believe the reason water
meters were introduced was to
encourage conservation of
water and reduce the amount of
sewage that was going into the
trunk sewer and trying to control
the amount there," she said. "I
never thought that was a partic-
ularly sensible idea and I still
don't. 

"If we're looking at the possi-
bility - and at one time we talked
about whether home owners
should be required to pay for
their water meters - if it comes
to that point that we're looking at

Women from Aurora, King Township and further afield gathered in King last Wednesday for the seventh
annual Country Toy Tea. Since its inception, this ladies’ only event - except for an occasional visit from
St. Nick! - has raised over $75,000 and 8,000 toys for local children's shelters. Pictured above (left to
right) are participants Beth Burrows, Stacie Stanton, Leslie Ewing, Maureen Ofield, Molly Fitzpatrick,
Amanda Langston, Denise Clark, Linda Brown, and Kim Nichols.             Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

call 905-726-8600.
* * * *

Aurora Opera Children’s Chorus welcomes treble voices. It is a choir ded-
icated to nurturing and providing opportunities for children to express their
musical abilities. The chorus is open to boys and girls ages 5-17. Contact the
general director at keepsinging@rogers.com.

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is looking for volunteers

to assist with the activities in its Adult Day Program. The positions call for a
commitment of a few hours a week at its Aurora location. Various times are
available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for boys and girls,

age three to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and girls, Grades 5 to
8, will be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway
South. For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the Community Bible

Church on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For
more information e-mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Friday mornings mornings at St. Andrews'

Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are needed and
beginners are welcome. For more information, call Agnes at 905-841-2747.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first and third

Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington.
For more information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each month at the

Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each month at 57
Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call 905-
727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity Anglican

Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora Legion at 7.30 p.m.
Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly meetings at the

Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers. Contact Beverley Varcoe at 905-953-
9709.

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GGAR DINE R  MILLE R  AR NOLD L L P  
B AR R I S TE R S  &  S OL IC I TOR S  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel: 416-363-2614 Fax: 416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-4704 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

replacing on a regular basis
water meters, then we need to
review the whole question of
whether meters for water use is
sensible and economic from our
perspective and from the resi-
dents' and businesses' perspec-
tive as well. 

"We may be spending more
money to measure it than it
costs to provide it."

From page 1



Failed your road test?

We can help!

For more information about our individual 
driving lessons (standard or automatic) 

and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).

yXd ruoyyoXeXlXleXiXaXFXFaX
 

 

?tsed taor rro

 

 

yXd ruoyyo

eXe

nXlXleXiXaXFXFaXW ae cWWeX
noitamrofne iror moF
natss (nosseg lnivird

d taor rud ona
4-627-50l 9lac

 

 

ac

?tsed taor rro

!pllpen h

laudividnr iut ouboa
)citamotur ad orad

segakcaappt pse
:liamr e2 o31

 

 

ggy nuoy@@arorua

os crevirg Dnuot YYoxeN
ta srorun Ai

(

 

 

g oc.srevirdg

uoDecember 28
Wed - Sat
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York    Spring    
Division of York Spring & Radiator Service 1968Division of York Spring & Radiator Service 196

BEAT 
THE 
SNOW!

• Extra Leaves &  Rearching 
• Timbren Load Springs 
• Air Bags 
• Air Lifts 
• H. Duty Shocks 
• Trailer Hitches 

Get your 
truck ready 

for snowplowing, 
salting, firewood

727-3121
60 Industrial Pkwy N., Aurora 
Don’t get caught with your bumper dragging

Service 

905

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3434$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 42 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE
Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Includes:
Games, Stories, Faith  Lesson

Bowling, Pizza & Drinks
Our gift - No Cost

Kid’s ClubKid’s Club
Bowling

CHRISTMAS PARTY

11:00 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
Ages 5 to 12+

Sunday, Dec 18th

Hosted by “The Gathering Place”
(inside Gateway Lanes)
210 Edward St, Aurora

905 841-0172 

Genealogy attracts the
attention and fascinated
participation of many sen-
iors who have learned how
to access pertinent infor-
mation. 

The subject comes to
the forefront periodically,
always attracting curiosity
and new participants to
this area.  Gloria Church
made a genealogy pres-
entation, together with
methods of access and
participation in the study
of ancestors, at a recent
meeting of the Computer
Club.

Access to a computer
and the power it offers to
explore the past and
detect possible relation-
ships of interest, greatly
aids this endeavour.
Clearly, anybody who
delves into ancestry may
uncover good and bad in
those who preceded them,
which is hardly a surprise
when you think about the
subject a little.

Better thoughts con-
cern investigating leads
and acquiring knowledge
and learning a little about
ancestors, and under-
standing close relation-
ships among those who
passed before our time.
Except for the accident of
time, relationships would
have drawn everybody
close, but intervening

years spread generations
apart, and we cannot all
live our lives in the same
period.

Ancestors cannot know
their descendents, but
descendents can learn
about ancestors, and good
or bad, the strength of
relationships across the
ages, suffer no impairment
imposed by time.
Certainly, a family expand-
ed back through time has
a strong element of
intrigue about it; what
were they like is a
poignant question and the
desire to know about them
captivates attention
strongly enough to draw
our interest. Ancestors, if
they could visit with us
would probably find our
world fascinating and
frightening with unfath-
omable changes of motor-
ized vehicles, machinery
telephones and television
and the overwhelming
change to the pace of life
compared to their former
lives. 

Retirement is a process
we all must deal with
eventually. Once retired, it
proceeds at its own
unique pace, slowly for
some and speedily for oth-
ers, and simply thankfully
for many. 

Retirement bears some
of the initiatives and

vibrancy of youth and
abandoning superior qual-
ities too soon, allows
mediocrity to squander
excellence. Retirement
consists of pensions and
savings to be sure but also
and more important,
employing the skills of life
continually, help fashion a
retired life of good quality
for those who excel in
some way.

Interests, curiosity,
eagerness to become
involved are powerful
qualities that carry every-
body forward. Retirement
is a phase in life that
grants time to achieve
dreams conceived in years
prior to retirement, years
when work responsibilities
were foremost and now
await the emerging quali-
ties of courage and daring
to reach the far away
shore of new expertise,
abilities and accomplish-
ment, all emerging tri-
umphantly from the
rigours and demands of
working responsibilities.

The Seniors’ Centre is
much like a theatre for
games and pastimes
where members play the
parts, and may choose
any part, and play it to sat-
isfaction and even to
excess on occasion. 

Ballroom dancing is a
wonderful expression of
the joy men and women
find in each other's arms,
gliding the dance floor to
the rhythm of wonderful
music. Dancing is a mod-
erate and excellent light
exercise for the body and
the exceptional benefits of
developing friendships
with fellow dancers cannot
be overstated.  

The Pool Room attracts

men primarily; they enjoy
tournaments, and this pas-
time is suitable for those
who do not relish sitting
for long periods, but the
exertion required is light,
and satisfaction with well-
executed shots finds
expression among all play-
ers.

The Wood Shop pro-
vides a calm environment,
where the practitioners
continually challenge their
expertise to produce finer
expressions of their carv-
ing or woodworking tal-
ents. They must be quite
successful because the
mood in the Wood Shop is
always peaceful. 

The crafters always
exhibit interest in what
they have made or com-
pleted and the desire to
show their accomplish-
ments stems from their
belief in the value of their
work.  The Wood Shop is a
very attractive place for
those who work with their
hands and feel at home
among men and women
plying their woodworking
aptitude.

The Computer Room is
open to all members of the
Seniors’ Centre; it is not
necessary to have com-
puter skills to enter this
environment. Novices of
any age may take comput-
er lessons taught by their
fellow seniors, and count-
less seniors have crossed
the divide that separates
them from computer litera-
cy, with relative ease.

Computing is not as dif-
ficult as appears at first
sight; it remains within the
learning competence of
seniors who persist in
their learning process to a
reasonable degree, a view

Senior Scape

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Climbing your family tree

Cara Chisholm entertains audiences at Festive
Dinner, which was held last Friday at the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre. Ms. Chisholm, a singer who has
performed internationally, has appeared in 
numerous musicals in Toronto and lives right here
in Aurora.  

Auroran photo by David Falconer.

to which many seniors
assert who travelled this
road and emerged tri-
umphantly and securely
on the electronic road to
computer independence. 

What a gift to give one-
self - computer compe-
tence at the senior phase

in life, achieved by a
countless multitude of
seniors leaving no doubt. 

For those who heed the
words above, exultation in
new found freedoms may
lie ahead, with good times
blossoming cordially with
each day. 
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130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.

B
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Festival of 
Lessons & Carols

Sunday, December 18
4:30 and 7 pm

Choirs, handbells, 
orchestra and brass

Sunday Advent Services
8, 9:15 and 11 am

www.trinityaurora.ca
Trinity Anglican Church Aurora

79 Victoria St. Aurora, ON L4G 1R3
Phone Number: (905) 727-6101

Council could consider going paperless
Aurora Councillors could

each be on the receiving
end of laptops in the neigh-
bourhood of $3,000 a piece
if the Town implements a
paperless system for
Council proceedings.

Councillors discussed
options of becoming a virtu-
ally paperless Council
chamber at General
Committee last week after
receiving a report from
Town Clerk John Leach on
what other municipalities
have done to be more envi-

ronmentally friendly. In his
report, Mr. Leach said King
Township, Markham, and
Innisfil have implemented
paperless agenda prepara-
tion with minimal production
of hard copies. 

"Should Council decide
to direct staff to investigate
the transition to a paperless
agenda there are a number
of software programs that
would assist staff with this
initiative," said Mr. Leach in
his report. "These programs
can help reduce the costs of

paper and printing associat-
ed with agenda processes
by creating agendas online,
adding, approving and
tracking items, reviewing
documents using workflow
approval processes and
publishing everything to the
web at the click of a button."

In his report, Mr. Leach
said the cost of implement-
ing a paperless system is
estimated at $25,000,
which would include the
cost of eight laptops for
Councillors but this move

could result in savings in
the long run.

"It is estimated that the
reduction in the cost of
paper agendas would be in
the neighbourhood of
$7,000 annually," he said.
"Using Town-issued laptops
would provide Members of
Council with greater con-
venience as access to
email, our Town intranet
page, and the Internet,
while in Town Hall, would be
seamlessly delivered to
each Council member via

A "devoted" and long-
married Aurora couple died
within hours of each other
last week, according to fami-
ly. 

Katharine Browne (nee
Cole), a two-year resident of
Park Place Manor, died at
Southlake Regional Health
Centre on December 2, fol-
lowing a series of strokes.
Her husband of 61 years,
Ernest William "Bill" Browne
died at their residence the
following day. 

According to their daugh-
ter-in-law, Nancy Eveleigh
Browne, while the deaths of
both her parents-in-law in
such a short period of time
were hard blows to the fami-
ly, they took comfort in the
fact that Bill and Katharine
died together. 

"Certainly there was a
comforting factor there," she
said. "We knew both of them
were ill and they weren't
going to survive and they
weren't going to have a qual-
ity of life. I think there was
great comfort in the fact they
went together because we
spent those two years worry-
ing about what would hap-
pen if Bill died and she was
left on her own.

"She had memory loss
from the strokes and just
wasn't functioning. [Bill] was
really looking after her, say-
ing, 'It's time to go for meals'
and 'let's go watch the
movies.' Without him, we
were afraid she would be lost
and certainly we suspected
that if she went first he would
just stop - and he did."

The Brownes were a very
close couple, said Nancy,
and that bond was evident to
their entire family.

"They were not early
morning people, but they
would stay up late at night

just talking to each other,"
she said. "On New Year's
Eve they always outlasted all
the kids. They would be up
until two or three and they
would stay up for another
couple of hours doing the

rehash. Even at Park Place,
[the nurses spoke of] just
seeing them sitting there and
talking."

Katharine was born in
Woodstock, ON, and raised
in Listowel. A graduate of the
University of Toronto with a
Bachelor's Degree in
Household Science, she got
a job as a student dietician in
Belleville, where she met
Bill. A veteran of the RCAF
serving between 1940 and
1945, Bill was born in
Toronto and the couple met
at a dance. After marrying
Katharine in 1950, Bill found
employment working on the
Avro Arrow and eventually
became a teacher, which he

considered the best job he
ever had.

An enthusiastic writer,
Katharine set many of her
favourite family tales down
on paper, and her family
recalls the couple often

regaling them with the story
of that fateful dance in
Belleville. 

"They told the kids the
story of how they met a mil-
lion times," said Nancy.
"While in the Air Force, Bill
was stationed in Desoronto
and she was working as a
dietician in Belleville. After
the dance, he ended up hav-
ing to walk all the way back
to Desoronto because
nobody picked him up hitch-
hiking, so he walked all
night."

After a life in
Mississauga, the couple
moved to Aurora to be closer
with their children after
Katharine began suffering

strokes. Their son Richard
and his wife Nancy live in
Aurora while their daughter
Sheila and her husband Jim
reside in King City.

"Katharine had another
stroke a week ago and was in
the hospital and they said
she wasn't going to recover
from it," said Nancy. "Bill had
cancer and he had been
struggling to keep going to
keep her company, so the
nurses at Park Place said it
was a miracle that he kept
going for as long as he did.

"He kept going down to
meals, even though he could-
n't eat, and then we came
back from the hospital and
told him Friday afternoon that
she died. He just said, 'Thank
you, I am going to sleep now,'
and he never really woke up
again. He died the next
night."

Katharine and Bill are sur-
vived by their children and
their spouses, as well as
grandchildren Shaun, Laura,
Adrienne, Kevin, and Liam. 

“Devoted” Aurora couple die within hours of each other

our corporate wireless LAN. 
"Town-issued laptops

would also provide
Members of Council with
the immediate benefit of
remote access should any
of the members desire to
connect remotely when out-
side of Town Hall. This
would change the current
process for checking email
remotely and would provide
a more intuitive and user-
friendly interface for
Members of Council. All this
equates to improved access
and greater convenience."

For Councillor Chris
Ballard, moving to a paper-
less system was "crucial"
for not only digitizing the
Town's data, but making it
easier for Councillors, Staff,
and citizens alike to find the
information they're looking
for. That being said, howev-
er, he questioned the sug-
gestion of laptops for
Councillors. 

"All too often I find it frus-
trating to look for reports
and motions and those
sorts of things from years
gone by," he said. "It is very
difficult and any system we
can put in place that makes

it a little easier I think would
be a good thing. 

"The concern I have is
issuing Town-owned laptops
to Councillors. I have con-
cerns if we move in that
direction, but overall I want-
ed to go on the record with
this report and say it is
imperative that we move
towards some system that
helps us manage the vast
volume of information this
Town has and produces
every year and makes it
easy for us all to access."

While Councillor Evelyn
Buck questioned what
exactly would be entailed
with $3,000 laptops, Aurora
Treasurer Dan Elliott, said
some might suggest that is
a steep price tag, but exten-
sive software would go into
each machine "to protect
the interests of the corpora-
tion and provide you with
the necessary facilities to
do your job."

Before General
Committee devolved into a
debate on which Councillors
were Macs and which were
PCs, they received Mr.
Leach's report for informa-
tion. 

Katharine Browne and Ernest William "Bill" Browne
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905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

Top quality guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe Repairs & 
New Installations

416-568-6928

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN SERVICES
For all your 

household needs. 

  H

WE SPECIALIZE IN NEW HOME PROJECT MANAGEMENT
FINISHED BASEMENTS • KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS 

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS • FENCES & DECKS 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY UPGRADES 

Home Improvements by 
HARLEQUIN HOMES 

Call Mike 416 771 8597
Harlequin Homes is a Registered Reno mark ™ Company

(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 
downtown transportation. –From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net  •  www.eco-limo.ca

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket and area 

over 15 years –INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

905-967-0445

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

 

 Spaces are limited. for initial clean with this coupon.

BOOK NOW 
  off*

for

10%

CLEANING SERVICE

SAVE           
Limited time Mail-in Rebate Offer
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For more information call: 
905-713-6326 FR
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Water Treatment your whole family 
will benefit from!

UP
 TO 300$

Cleaning Service •   Commercial/residential ...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING 

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

• Customized Services • Same Professional 
 and Reliable Staff • Insured & Bonded

~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call or email for an in-home consultation 
loliver@rogers.com

DOUG
THOMPSON CONTRACTING Ltd.

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

Call: 905-836-2792
• Quality Workmanship Guaranteed. Family Owned and Operated since 1988

• Custom Interiors • Renovations • Additions 
• Bathrooms • Basements • Site Preparation • Grading

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 
Hollidge and Bayview

Crystal CleanersWHITECrystal CleanersWHITE

Valid on pant, skirts, sweaters, 2pc suits, 
dresses, coats etc. No limit on items. Excludes shirt 

laundering. Once coupon per visit. Present with incoming 
order. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

50% OFF
BRING IN FIRST ITEM
GET SECOND ITEM OF 

SAME VALUE/TYPE FOR

Valid on pant, skirts, sweaters, 2pc suits, 
dresses, coats etc. No limit on items. Excludes shirt 

laundering. Once coupon per visit. Present with incoming 
order. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

50% OFF
BRING IN FIRST ITEM
GET SECOND ITEM OF 

SAME VALUE/TYPE FOR

ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS:
 Drapes, Rugs, etc.

Excludes shirt laundering. One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

905-841-6969

Crystal CleanersWHITE

Valid on pant, skirts, sweaters, 2pc suits, 
dresses, coats etc. No limit on items. Excludes shirt 

laundering. Once coupon per visit. Present with incoming 
order. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

50% OFF
BRING IN FIRST ITEM
GET SECOND ITEM OF 

SAME VALUE/TYPE FOR

TEMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
M OF

Crystal CleanersWHITE

30% OFF

BRING IN FIRST ITEM
GET SECOND ITEM OF 

SAME VALUE/TYPE FOR

TEMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
M OF

TEMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
M OF

EMMM
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Duvet Covers, Comforters,

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil EnhancemeIest & Disease ControlP

StructIee PruningrTTrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTIent

orcemental Reinffotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

TREE CARE HANDYMAN

MOVERS

PET SERVICES

CONTRACTOR

CLEANERS

DRY CLEANERS

PAINTER

PLUMBER

DENTAL

WATER
LIMOUSINE

✄

✄ 16700 Bayview Ave., #23, Newmarket 

Bayview Pet Service 
• Medical & Dental Facility
• Vaccination & Wellness 
  Health Care 
• Laser Surgery 
• Also Spay/Neuter & Soft Tissue 
  surgery of rabbits) 

• Digital X-Ray 
• Precription food 
• Pet Supplies 
• Inhouse Lab 

905-235-7738

OPEN 24 Hours 7 Days 
24 Hour Veterinary Clinic

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

Although he came in third
place in the Ontario election in
October, for Newmarket-
Aurora's NDP candidate Robin
Wardlaw, doubling the number
of votes the provincial NDP
received in 2007 was "very sat-
isfying."

Mr. Wardlaw, the former
minister at Newmarket's Trinity
United Church, said although
the numbers were "disappoint-
ing" for some local members
who had high hopes of NDP
prospects, it showed that peo-
ple were "responding to the
message provincially and local-
ly."

"People at the door were
very interested in pocketbook
issues and keeping costs
down," said Mr. Wardlaw look-
ing back over the 2011 election
campaign. "They were also
very aware of the rich/poor dis-
parity that the NDP was trying
to highlight."

The 2011 provincial election
was Mr. Wardlaw's first time
carrying a party banner in an
election campaign and for him,
his biggest achievement this
campaign was pitching the
New Democrats to voters.

"I wanted to put forward our
platform and also ask the
incumbent to be accountable,"
he said. "I think I achieved that

on both counts."
That being said, though, he

admits to some "rookie mis-
takes."

"This was my first time run-
ning and my use of time during
a public event, for example
[was a missed opportunity]," he
said. "Someone approached
me afterwards and said, 'you
said what the other two would

probably say but you didn't say
what the NDP would do.' They
were right. I needed to be more
focused. 

"It seems like that comes
with experience just to know
one's own message and articu-
late it clearly and consistently.
That takes a little practice.
Looking back, I can see some
things were more helpful than
others and now I know where I
would have preferred to use my
time in retrospect. Again, that's
hard to know in advance for a
first time candidate."

On the campaign trail and
talking to residents of
Newmarket-Aurora Mr.
Wardlaw said a number of
NDP platform planks such as
equality in society resonated
with voters, but one issue that
surprised him on the campaign
trail was the difference in pas-
sion between Aurora and
Newmarket when it comes to

the Oak Ridges Moraine.
"That tended to be an issue

with people on the doorstep in
Aurora and not so much at the
doorstep in Newmarket," he
said. "I was learning quickly
during the campaign about
people's feelings about the
Oak Ridges Moraine Act and
the loopholes in it that had
allowed development to contin-
ue. There were certainly people
with very strong feelings that
we had dropped the ball on
protecting and preserving the
Moraine."

Regardless of what Mr.
Wardlaw learned and achieved
during the election campaign
on his first time out, if he
decides to stick with politics
running again in Newmarket-
Aurora does not seem likely to
be in the cards. Being
"between churches" at the
moment, Mr. Wardlaw said he
plans on looking for a new

church in the summer and
chances are he will be relocat-
ing outside the riding.

"The campaign gave me a
much deeper awareness of the
political process and party poli-
tics and I am still weighing my
future involvement," he said. "I
would like to thank [voters] very
much for the support and con-
gratulate people of their
embrace of the political
process. There were lots of
signs up all over the place and
we had a slightly better turnout
than the provincial average. 

"I would say to the people
who have given up on the
process or believe that all the
parties are the same, ask your-
self again if that is really true, or
whether your ideas need some
adjusting. I certainly met a lot of
apathy and cynicism on the
doorstep and I wonder if peo-
ple are being well served by
those two attitudes."

NDP candidate weighs future options

ROBIN WARDLAW
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VideosVideos

Our        Town

WatchWatch

Thank you to our videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

 
CALENDAR

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Watch community just posted

Watch for new community videos each week. If you have an upcoming event and would 
like it covered by theauroran.com please have your event co-ordinator email cynthia@auroran.com

for upcoming events
on our outstanding...

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with 
Alison

Collins-Mrakas

EVENT

Go to the site using your smartphone. Here’s how:
1. On your  ‘Smart Phone’  browser go to getscanlife.com and download the free application
Scanlife.com reader (or any app you prefer) onto your phone.
2. Press the download button when the site auto-detects your device. 
3. The app will be downloaded to your phone.
Click on the ScanLife icon to scan QR codes or barcodes.

“Our Town”
with 

 

Shows from the Market 

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to www.theauroran.com click “Events”

If you don’t have a smart phone, go to 
www.theauroran.com –click on the video –to go to TVA

Alison 

• Artists in the Valley
• Central York Fire Services Open House 
• SPORT AURORA AWARDS 
• OJHL Highlights
•  Soupfest 2011 • Aurora Artist Studio Tour/11
 

Collins-Mrakas

www.aurorafarmersmarket.tv

& much more... go to www.theauroran.com

K.O. Creations 
Cocoa Cannelle 
Chef: Mr. Spinners 
Chef: Pascal
Jan’s Country Pantry
FERRET GIRL -Colin Haskin
Nov 26 Indoor Farmers 
Market - Cultural Centre

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 1,000,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each year!

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

NORDHEIMER UPRIGHT cab-
inet grand piano,  with original
stool. $580. Please email
bob@auroran.com. 

�HELP WANTED� CONDO FOR RENT

FOR SALE

FT. MYERS BEACH FLORIDA.
Rent for 3 weeks in January, get
one week free. 416-720-1755.
www.captainsbay.com. 

VIDEOGRAPHER to film
community events in and
around Aurora. By appoint-
ment only. Call 905-751-
6013.

BEAUTIFUL CRIB mat-
tress and high chair. Price
negotiable. Call: 905-726-
8046.

ANTIQUE SIDEBOARD
Maple Queen Anne style
Buffet, great condition.
Mahogany inlay. $750.
Additional antiques for sale as
well. Call 905-727-6497. 

The Town of Aurora passed a Council resolution earlier this year that would have
allowed them to seek to recover the $55,000+ of public money spent in former
mayor Phyllis Morris' defamation suit against three local bloggers, among others,
if she had been successful. 

Now that Ms. Morris has dropped the suit, 
should the Town still seek to recover the money? 

AURORAN  POLL
VOTE

Please participate in our POLL 
go to www.theauroran.com - scroll to the 
bottom right side of the home page to... 
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18 %
NO, It would cost more      

money to pursue it

3 %
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(88) (21)
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�

OFFICE SPACE  FOR RENT�

2004 SILVER CHEVY 
SILVERADO, 75,000 KM, 4X4
extended cab,  $11,000. 
Call Shane at 
416-305-5288.

Are you a multi- tasker? Creative thinker? Pass ionate
about sales? This might be just the opportunity you’ve
been looking for.

Responsibilities include:
• Service and expand existing accounts through 

maintaining good customer relations and developing 
sales programs that meet advertisers’ business needs.

• Prospect for new accounts including researching 
advertisers in competing publications and reviewing 
new businesses in the area.

• Establish and renew advertising contracts.
• Collect, process, and proof Clients’ ads for 

completeness and accuracy.
• Provide Composing with clear and organized 

instructions / designs for ads.
• Negotiate rates with Clients, subject to Department 

restrictions, and to assist Accounting with the 
collection of accounts.

• Accurately complete run sheets to ensure accounting 
maintains current files on all Clients.

• Respond to incoming telephone inquiries concerning 
advertising services.

• Address customer concerns in a timely and 
appropriate manner.

• Attain and/or surpass sales targets.

The successful candidate will:
• be action-oriented, creative, customer focused, result

driven and have the ability to maintain composure at
all times 

• have sound knowledge of sales and marketing
practices

• have excellent communication skills, verbal and written
• have the ability to work indiviually and as a team with 

minimum supervision
• have strong computer knowledge in Microsoft Office; 

experience with design applications an asset
• have the ability to meet deadlines and work under

pressure
• be extremely organized and detail oriented
• have strong time management skills
• have strong presentation skills

Qualifications:
• College Diploma in business, marketing 

or related field preferred 
or 3 years sales experience.

• Valid driver’s license and 
good driving record

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates 
should forward 

their resume and cover letter to  
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

Full Time Advertising 
Sales Representative

                                                                      
                    Visit us @: www.mainlineservices.com 

Must have commercial cleaning experience with own car; valid driving 
record & no criminal record.  Willing to work evenings 4pm-1am & 
Sat., F/T or P/T. Speak & Read English, Call 416-741-2111 ext. 237 

CARPET CLEANERS WANTED 

BEAUTIFUL CARRY BAGS
FOR YOGA and bulkier exercixe
mats. $20/ea, special orders
$25. EVA 905-727-8447. Please
leave message if no answer. 

ESTABLISHED WHOLESALE
BAKERY in Aurora. Looking for
3 people. We will train. Hours:
Monday-Friday, 7am - 3pm.
Please fax resume to 905-841-
2459. We will contact you for an
interview.

To book your route please
email zach at zach@auroran.com,

or John at john@auroran.com

ONCE A WEEK DELIVERY

We are looking for youth and adult 
carriers to join our delivery team!

The Auroran is switching 
to carrier delivery. 

Carrier routes are available 
all areas.

tkwok@trebent.com

Thomas Kwok
Broker

905-889-2200
Dir: 416-399-2128

Bayview Realty Inc., Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated

801 STONEHAVEN AVE., NEWMARKET 
Bayview/Mulock

$439,900
Asking 

SOLD

Detached 4 bedroom, 3 bath, double
garage. Prestigious Newmarket 
location. 

Thank you  
for supporting 

THE AURORAN 
Classified

Advertisers

SUSHI KUI
Japanese restaurant

Hiring f/t-p/t 
SERVER

Contact Bonnie 
905-727-8822 

resumé and references.

Visit the Aurora Farmers’   Market and
Artisan Fair one Saturday in January,
February and March in the Aurora
Cultural Centre, Church and Victoria
Streets.



FAN MAN

 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

BRING THE HEAT

www.thefanman.ca

TO YOUR FEET!

CANARM  CEILING FANS    $59FRO
M

INVENTORY 

CANARM CEIL

HOLIDAY 
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Aurora’sAurora’s
BorealisBorealis

Grand Lighting Ceremony
Monday, December 19, 2011
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Aurora Town Park
Enjoy caroling and free hot chocolate followed
by the official lighting of the Borealis.

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca

Sponsored by

Terry Sherin
905-727-3154

Bob’s Plumbing Service
EST. 1972BPS

physiotherapy clinic

presents

 

"HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR"
 

Gregory Burton, Conductor. 
Guest Artists: York Highlands Chorus 

Our annual holiday concert filled with good cheer, all your favourite carols 
and the ever-popular audience sing-a-long with full symphony orchestra accompaniment. 

Bring the family along for this delightful holiday concert. 
Two performances.

Saturday, December 17 - 3:30 p.m & 8 pm at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora
79 Victoria St. - 416-410-0860

Tickets: Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $12

Arts & Culture
Historical Society’s collections could go to Town

Ownership of Aurora's his-
toric artefacts could be trans-
ferred to the Municipality if the
Aurora Historical Society gets
its way, for a deal which could
potentially see Hillary House
handed over to "alternative
ownership."

At this week's Council
meeting, Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe is slated to give notice
of a motion which will be dis-
cussed further in the New
Year. The motion, if passed,
would initiate discussions to
bring about this transfer. 

Last month during the
Aurora Historical Society's
regular Board meeting, the
Board moved and carried a
motion which calls on the
Town and the Historical
Society to begin "detailed dis-
cussions directed to the terms
and conditions for the immedi-
ate transfer of ownership,
care, and custody of the
Aurora Collection to the Town
of Aurora; the development of
a phased process for transfer
of Hillary House to alternative
ownership; the coverage of

costs or services in kind pro-
vided by the Town of Aurora for
ongoing maintenance at
Hillary House; and the contin-
uing role of the AHS in sup-
porting and promoting
Aurora's Heritage."

In their motion, the
Historical Society outlined
their common interest with the
Town in promoting and pre-
serving heritage assets within
the Town. For nearly half a
century, they said, the
Historical Society has "built up
an outstanding collection of
artefacts and archives and
successfully operated
Aurora's community museum
until the closing of the Church
Street School for renovations.

The Society, they noted,
has ownership and manage-
ment of Hillary House and
while they want to ensure "the
continued existence and via-
bility of Hillary House" as a
heritage asset to the Town, "in
and of itself [the Historical
Society] has limited resources
to ensure the long term viabili-
ty of both assets."

The Aurora Historical
Society is set to present their
financial case for the upcom-
ing year at this week's Budget
Meeting, which was underway
as The Auroran went to press
on Monday.

Following last year's budg-
et discussions, Suzanne
Reiner, President of the
Historical Society told The
Auroran she would ideally like
to hand over their collection to
the Town. In looking at other
museums and historical soci-
eties that are similarly struc-
tured, she said she found sev-
eral organizations that were
run municipally, similar to the
structure of the Town's rela-
tionship with the Aurora
Cultural Centre. 

"The Town owns the build-
ing, but the Town gives large
amounts of money to the
Cultural Centre and with that
they hire their four staff, they're
part-time and they run their
programs," she said. "We
would like to see something
similar. We don't mind looking
after the collection but if we

have no funding for [it] and
every year we are going to
have to beg and cry. It is kind
of hard to keep staff when you
don't know if you can keep
them on six months from now
because you don't know if you
have the funding."

Although Ms. Reiner said
she considers the Society's
collection as belonging to citi-
zens of Aurora, it is technically
property of the Society. They
are its custodians in the
absence of others.

"We're at a point where we
can't manage a national his-
toric site like Hillary House and
a collection of 8,000 artefacts
so we have to decide where
we're going to go with this,"
she said. "I have to look at
what other organizations have
gone through [in turning the
collection over to the
Municipality] and what they
have done to achieve this."

At the time, Ms. Reiner said
she viewed the role of the
Society in terms of its collec-
tion as holding it in trust in a
secure, safe environment to

keep it from deteriorating.
Anybody approaching the
Society wanting to see the col-
lection is taken through, she
added, noting there is no rea-
son to "hide it away". 

"I can understand people
have concerns that if we give it
to you we'll never see it again,"
she said. "It's true because we
have no staff. If we had staff
and were able to put on
exhibits that would be a differ-

ent story but, again, we have
no staff. It is hard to put on
exhibits when you don't have
the support system in place to
manage the collection."

What the Historical Society
ultimately wanted at the time
is the stability that would come
in having their services as a
regular line item on the Town
budget, which would ensure
the collection and Hillary
House for years to come.

Holiday cheer on Church Street
Christmas and Holiday pro-

grams are lending a festive air to
the Aurora Cultural Centre now
until the New Year. 

One of the many programs
on offer for residents is A
Victorian Christmas Afternoon
on Saturday, December 17 at 1
p.m. During the event, visitors to
the Cultural Centre will be able to
take in a performance of Charles
Dickens' A Christmas Carol by
the Humber River Shakespeare
Company following a pre-theatre
tea hosted by "Lady Smilington,
Sir Bow-At-All and Miss
Mistletoe."

"Theatre goers are invited to
mingle through the galleries,
choose a seat in the hall and
enjoy the festive surroundings,"
said Jane Taylor of the Aurora
Cultural Centre. "At 2 p.m., the
professional Humber River
Shakespeare Company will
present their original touring pro-
duction of Dickens' classic, with
five actors bringing this tale of
greed, ghosts, salvation and
hope to life. 

"With a variety of Victorian
costumes designed by Dora
Award nominee Nina Okens,
and an antique trunk full of story-
telling treasures, the actors will
weave the story from Scrooge's
cold bedroom, to Fezziwig's joy-
ful party, the Cratchit's meagre
table, to the brightness of a
Christmas morning fresh with
snow."

Tickets for the event are $15

per person or $45 for a family of
four and are available over the
phone or in person. 

Available until just after the
Victorian Afternoon, the Cultural
Centre continues to host its
Starry, Starry Night Silent Auction
fundraiser in support of the
Centre. The auction, which
opened on December 5, fea-
tures over 55 pieces of one-of-a-
kind art on display in the main
floor galleries donated by 25 area
artists. 

"Each of the 55 items is
unique, and many have been
created especially for the auc-
tion," said Ms. Taylor. "The selec-
tion is wide - fine art for the collec-
tor, including watercolours,
acrylic scenes, encaustic work
and equine photography; func-
tional art - a hand-crafted leather
laptop/messenger bag, purses,
belts and fascinators (in a nod to
the Royal Wedding this past
year), and a touch of whimsy with
hand-blown glass humming-
birds, a textile mermaid, col-
lectible pieces including a stained
glass kaleidoscope, a carved
bronze wall plate; a hint of the
holidays with festive pieces
including a hand-carved Santa-
in-a-Boat, and a cream coloured
tapestry Father Christmas. 

"Show highlights include two
hand-carved nativity scenes in
beautifully crafted lines of butter-
nut reminiscent of an elegant
Shaker style - sure to become
heirloom pieces."

After the auction is wrapped
up, the Cultural Centre will once
again host local musician Paul
Neufeld for his regular Sunday
Sessions concert series - this
time a "Jazzy Family Holiday
Concert" - the second such con-
cert in as many years.

"Due to great feedback from
last December's holiday concert,
Paul has extended a return invi-
tation to sax and vocal entertain-
er Lester McLean," said Ms.
Taylor. "With a selection of
Christmas songs, as well as
some jazz and pop offerings, this
concert offers a variety of music
to suit all tastes - and a great
afternoon to get toes tapping for
the holidays."

After the ball comes down
heralding the arrival of a New
Year, local music aficionados will
also be able to anticipate the
return of the Great Artists Piano
Series. The first event in the 2012
series is on February 17 with
Canadian pianist Andre Laplante
performing in Brevik Hall with a
performance of Liszt and
Schubert. Mr. Laplante will be fol-
lowed on March 23 by Soyeon
Lee's "Invitation to Dance" featur-
ing music by Albeniz, Bartok,
and Schumann. 

The 2012 series wraps up
with Katherine Chi with a per-
formance of Rachmaninoff and
Ravel on April 21, and the
Gryphon Trio with a selection
from Beethoven. 

Tickets for each performance

are $30 per adult and $25 for 
seniors and students. A 
subscription for the full 2012
series is $95 for adults, and $80
for seniors and students.
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furnace maintenance check 
when you bring in this ad!

DON’T GET CAUGHT  COLD
and Save   10 on your 

Call in the month of December 

Call us for details 

$

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

this means we meet 
the high standards 
for service and 
customer satisfaction 
that you demand 

 

Call us for details Call us for details 
Why buy from Summers & Smith?
                                 Because we are the 

55 Industrial Parkway S. AURORA
905-727-2323

summersandsmith.com

✃

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Aurora Chamber of Commerce

To register please contact the Chamber at 905-727-7262 or on-line at www.aurorachamber.on.ca
We look forward to seeing you!

Coming Events
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17

CHAMBER PUB NIGHT
Jonathan’s Mediterranean & More

14845 Yonge Street, Unit 1, Aurora
Time: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Cost: Cash bar

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17

LEARNING EXCHANGE
Business Valuation: Selling my Business, Making Acquisitions

Presenter: Steve Jacob
Osprey Capital Management

Aurora Chamber of Commerce
14483 Yonge Street, Aurora

Time: 3:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Cost: $20 Members, $30 Guests

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 24

SPEED NETWORKING
Joint with Newmarket and East Gwillimbury Chambers

Holiday Inn Express
100 Pony Drive, Newmarket

Time: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Cost: $10 Members

 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26

BUSINESS AFTER FIVE
Bonsai Hill Tea • Coffee • Gifts

15263 Yonge Street, Unit 2, Aurora
Time: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Cost: Complimentary

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce 
wishes everyone a happy and safe holiday season.

Theatre Aurora 
gets Scrooged

Theatre Aurora gets a
one day head start on the
Aurora Cultural Centre for
traditional interpretations of
A Christmas Carol, with a
CBC version performing
this Friday, December 16. 

When The Auroran
spoke with Theatre Aurora
last week, the finishing
touches were being put in
place on the production,
which is being co-produced
with the Newmarket Stage
Company. A Christmas
Carol includes performanc-
es from Jeff Naworynski,
Mark Rival, Zara Stuart
Jones, Peter Salt, Patricia
O'Hare and John Dowson.

Following the conclusion
of A Christmas Carol,
Theatre Aurora is also
hosting two performances
of "Dancing for Life" featur-
ing performers from the
Somerville Dance
Academy. Money raised
from these two performanc-
es will go towards the
Academy's participation in
Relay for Life this spring. 

Upcoming productions
from Theatre Aurora
include The Laramie
Project in the New Year
beginning January 27, and
the classic comedy
"Harvey" directed by Reg
O'Brien this April. 

Poets and musicians meet in local cafe
On the third Tuesday of

every month, Aurora's
Bonsai Hil l  Tea House
turns into a gather ing
place for  poets, ar tists,
musicians, and story-
tellers.

The tea house, located
on the east side of Yonge
Street just south of
Centre Street has been
hosting these open mike
nights since the spring at
the initiative of local ar tist
Deborah Campo, who was
looking for an outlet for
local ar t ists to come
share their work -
whether visual, written, or
musical - with likeminded
individuals. 

When this mixed ar t
evening was still just an
idea incubating in Ms.
Campo's mind, she said
she knew as soon as she
walked through their
doors that Bonsai was the
right venue for the gather-
ing.

"I instantly felt it would
be a great place just to
bring people together for
an evening of poetry, sto-
rytelling, and music," she
said. "It was peaceful,
tranquil, and just cozy.
The ambiance was sooth-
ing and it's location in the
downtown core was just
ideal.” 

Sipping her tea that
May afternoon, Ms.
Campo said the environ-
ment transformed her
creatively and she asked
the owner if he would be
receptive to having
monthly poetry evenings,

10-year-old local poet Beth Hart is seen here with
her mother at a recent poetry event at Bonsai Hill.

15263 Yonge Str. Unit 2 (northeast of Yonge & Wellington)

905 - 751 - 0737
www.bonsaihill.com

Buy tea & gifts at Bonsai Hill

tea & tea accessories
Large selection of loose leaf

Original oriental artwork & gifts
English afternoon tea and tea tasting

(By reservation)

Gourmet coffee, light lunch
& assorted pastries

Open 7 days a week

like she used to enjoy a
number of years ago at a
small coffee shop in
Newmarket. He was
indeed receptive to the
idea, she said, and she
started reconnecting with
her fr iends from those

early days wanting to
recreate the experience
in Aurora.

"I called them and they
came, poets l ike Linda
Johnston, Mike
Rowbottom and author
Malcolm Watts," she said.
"From one tea leaf came

the beginning of the
[series]," she said. "The
evening features many
surprises, original music,
poetry, and storytell ing
from jotted notes on
scraps of paper to pages
of works from published

authors of the past and
present.

"The audience
becomes a diversity of
mixed cultures, wr iters
group members, parents,
family and friends of all
ages, as well as the curi-
ous out-of-town guests.

The uniqueness of each
performance is what
enhances the evening. I
sit back and get amazed
by the memorized rap
poetic versions of our
youngest teen poet, Billy
Ferguson. Last month
pre-teen Beth Har t
walked into this adult
world with her parents
and recited a beautiful
poem of peace."

Although Bonsai has
limited seating, previous
poetry nights have
packed the house a num-
ber of times, and even
when the audience is a bit
sparser, Ms. Campo said
it provides a more "inti-
mate" feeling. 

"When it is intimate
with a few, you can feed
off each other's work and
have a more in-depth
conversation," she said.

During each evening,
Ms. Campo listens atten-
tively to each artist and if
a particular line or pas-
sage in a poem or song
jumps out at her, that
becomes the theme for
next month's event -
hence the unusual title for
the December session
"I've Got Bad Posture."

"I've Got Bad Posture"
hits Bonsai Hil l  on
Tuesday, December 20 at
7 p.m. and will feature the
music of Mark Manner,
Justin Tamale, and Ryan
Webb, as well as poets
Luleta Brown, Deborah
Campo, Sterling Dillinger,
Bil ly Ferguson, Susana
Lucia, Sabine Mayer,

Linda Squires, Deidre
Tomlinson, Malcolm
Watts, and, of course,
anyone else who takes

advantage of the open
mike.

Performances begin at
7.15.
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Aurorans young and old came out
to Town Hall and the Aurora
Seniors' Centre for their festive
holiday celebrations last week.
Event goers helped trim and light
the Town Christmas tree, tried their
hand at making tree decorations,
and enjoyed performances by The
Salvation Army band. Inside, 
participants could take in a live
production of How The Grinch
Stole Christmas in the Council
chamber or gather around Mrs.
Claus for a reading of 'Twas the
Night Before Christmas at the
Aurora Seniors' Centre. 

Auroran photos
by David Falconer

AURORA GETS INTO THE FESTIVE SPIRIT
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The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce 
that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email 
Zach at zach@auroran.com, or John at John@auroran.com

ANNOUNCEMENT fromANNOUNCEMENT from

Carrier Delivery! 

The Auroran is starting to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora. 

Kids...looking to Kids...looking to 
make some 

ld like to announce 
are switching to

Extra Extra 
Money?Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch 
is that it will be employing the youngsters of 

Aurora in delivering our paper. 

 Hey Aurora!
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