
Bid on Christmas Tree
A Christmas tree decorated by Mayor Geoffrey Dawe is among those being auctioned off to raise

money for Southlake Regional Health Centre's urgent priorities through the State Farm Festival of
Trees. Mayor Dawe's tree, along with trees decorated by the Mayors of Newmarket, King, Whitchurch-
Stouffville, East Gwillimbury, Bradford, and Georgina were unveiled Monday at Upper Canada Mall.
Bids on these and an additional 20 trees decorated by local sponsors will be going to the highest bid-
der. Trees will be on display from November 25 to January 2 at the mall, but bids are being accepted
now. For more information visit southlakefoundation.ca/en/FOT

Dog case set
A hearing in Aurora's latest dangerous dog case will take place January 12, after a first hearing in

Newmarket last month. The incident in question occurred August 12 on Gurnett Street when a dog,
which the Town alleges to be a pit bull, ran up and attacked two dogs being walked in the area. As the
Town contends the "dangerous dog" is a pit bill the matter is subject to the Ontario Dog Owner's Liability
Act in addition to the bylaw charges levied by the Town against the dog owner, who disputes its breed.
If the dog is indeed determined to be a pit bull, and born in 2006 or later, it would be a prohibited ani-
mal under the act.

If adoptable, the dog would be sent out of province. If it is not adoptable it would be put down. The
Town is waiting for the outcome of the provincial hearing before proceeding any further with the munic-
ipal charges.

Budget story
The Town of Aurora held its first budget meeting last week, but public turnout was low. The story is

on Page 17 this week.
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For All Your Aurora 
and Surrounding 
Real Estate Needs 

Contact Andre Today!
• FREE Market Evaluation of Your Home •

905.727.3154   YOURGTAHOME.CA

REAL ESTATE SALES REPRESENTATIVE
ANDRE BASSARI
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40 Engelhard Dr., Unit 14, Aurora 
(N.W. Corner of Industrial Pkwy. S. & Engelhard)

905-751-0533
www.barronshome.net

Thursday to 6 pm Sunday 12 - 4  
Box of 18 for $11

  $114.95$114.95

Monday to Saturday 10–5Monday to Saturday 10–5

Wellington Street East

Engelhard Dr.
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Five-year-old Hazel Smith and her father, Dan, present Aurora  veteran Albert Arcand, right,
with a card “for thanking a soldier for saving my dad's parents” she told The Auroran. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

School sold... 
may be lofts

Aurora's historic Wells Street
School building could be converted
to lofts following the York Region
School Board's sale of the property, a
deal which closed Thursday. 

Ross Virgo, spokesperson for the
School Board told The Auroran
Friday the property had been sold to
a company by the name of Wells
Street Schoolhouse Lofts Inc.

While the full extent of the new
owner's intentions for the property
are yet to be revealed, residents of
the Wells Street area said they were
reluctant to comment on the latest
development without further informa-
tion. 

Neighbour Susan Morton
Leonard said she did not want to
comment further on the sale until the
new owners "come and either talk to
us, our ratepayers association, or
neighbours locally."

"To generate a comment at this
time would not be fair to them and it
would not be fair for us because we
don't have enough information," she
said, noting that other developers
had approached the community
about converting the school building

into residential loft units.
Dan Revington, who had been

active in the fight to keep Wells Street
Public School operational for area
students, said that while he too want-
ed to wait for further plans to come
forward before commenting, the
issue was at the heart of the 
community. 

"I believe the Board's decision to
close Wells Street was wrong," he
said. "I believe the loss of Wells
Street has been very harmful to our
children and to our community. The
Town Park is the heart of Aurora and
the beautiful facade of Wells Street
School along with the Armouries sort
of makes the landscape as beautiful
as it is. They are both an irreplace-
able part of Aurora's heritage and
identify. 

"I would hope that [the new own-
ers] would keep the facade of the
building and as much of the building
as they could. It is a beautiful building
and it provides such a link to the past.
It would be a shame for the outer part
of the building to be lost."

Whatever plans Wells Street

Five-year-old presents
vet with card of thanks

While Aurora and indeed the
rest of Canada came to a virtual
standstill on the 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month to hon-
our the nation's veterans and war
dead, one Aurora veteran was sin-
gled out for a personal honour at
the Town's cenotaph Friday.

More than 300 people gathered
at the Aurora Cenotaph Friday
morning for the annual
Remembrance Day commemora-
tions.

Bundled snugly against the cold
and the wind, Aurorans young and
old, including veterans and digni-
taries, elders in wheelchairs and
toddlers in strollers, gathered
around the monument for the same

solemn purpose. 
As the colour guard paraded off

the field and back down Yonge
Street the lawn began to clear as
residents went back to work, back
to the school, or back to the Legion
to get warm, but five-year-old
Hazel Smith and her father Dan
stayed back for a couple of minutes
right near the entrance of the park. 

A moment later, with poignant
determination, young Hazel
marched up to Aurora veteran
Albert Arcand and presented him
with a homemade card made with
pencil and white paper.

The two - one  who served his
country in the Second World War
and another who was born during

Canada's most recent conflict -
shared a special, moving moment. 

Afterwards, when asked what
she gave to Mr. Arcand, she told
The Auroran the card was "for
thanking a soldier for saving my
dad's parents."

Hazel's grandparents, her father
elaborated, lived in The
Netherlands during the Second
World War.

"We are thankful to the
Canadians for the liberation of
Holland," he said.

For Mr. Arcand, who served in
the Royal Canadian Air Force dur-
ing the war and later spent 25
years serving with the Royal

Please see page 7

Please see page 8
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Today from 11 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. a Ladies Luncheon and Fashion
Show will be held at Dinardo’s The Mansion, 400 Industrial Parkway.
Timberlane Athletic Club’s annual tradition grows better every year.
Open to everyone. Enjoy lunch with complimentary fashion show, one
of a kind vendor booths, raffle, silent and live auctions. All proceeds
benefit the Cardiac Care Program at Southlake Regional Health
Centre, as part of "Heart of Gold" - The Stephen Dupuis Memorial
Fundraising Campaign. Stephen Dupuis was a long time member of
Timberlane who died suddenly September 23, at age 52. Call
Timberlane Reception at 905-727-4252 to reserve your spot. Tickets
are $50 each.

DECEMBER 1-4
Theatre Aurora presents "You're A Good Man, Charlie Brown, The

Musical". "An average day in the life of Charlie Brown." It really is just
that, a day made up of little moments picked from all the days of
Charlie Brown, from Valentine's Day to the baseball season, from wild
optimism to utter despair, all mixed in with the lives of his friends
(both human and non-human) and strung together on the string of a
single day, from bright morning to starlit evening. Music and Lyrics by
Clark Gesner. Directed by Bob Riddell. Musical director Lorne
Darraugh. Produced by Jo-anne Spitzer. Including the above dates,
runs December 7, 8, 9, 10. Curtain is at 8 p.m., with the exception of
the December 4 matinee, at 2 p.m. Tickets are available on-line at
www.theatreaurora.com, by email at taboxoffice@bellnet.ca, by
phone at 905-727-3669, or in person at the Theatre. Tickets are $23
(tax included); special children's pricing for the December 4 matinee,
$10 for those 13 and under. Theatre Aurora is at 150 Henderson
Drive, in south Aurora.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
The “Holiday Happenings Workshop for Children” takes place

today at the Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum in Gormley from 9.30
a.m. until noon. Children ages 8-12 will participate in an assortment
of hands-on crafts and heritage cooking appropriate for the season.
Cost is $15 per child and includes all materials and snack. Pre-regis-
tration is required. For further information, call the museum at 905-
727-8954 or 1-888-290-0337.

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents “Scotch – A Night of Nosing”;

a unique evening of tasting hosted by Ed Patrick, Founder and
President of The Companions of the Quaich, Canada’s premier single
malt whiskey appreciation society. Appetizers provided. Event begins
at 7 p.m. and tickets are $90 each, available in advance by phone or
person at the Centre, 22 Church Street. For further information, call
905-713-1818 or send an e-mail to  info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * *
The Heart and Stroke Foundation, in partnership with York Region

Heart Alive, will hold a free CPR Skills and AED Awareness Training
at the Aurora Community Centre. Time slots are available at 10 a.m.
or 12.30 p.m. Learning CPR is easy and inexpensive and it could
mean saving the life of a friend or family member. When CPR is com-
bined with the prompt use of an AED, the chance for survival can be
increased by up to 75 per cent. The first 50 families that register for
the upcoming CPR Skills and AED Awareness Training, being held in
partnership with York Region Emergency Medical Services, will
receive a free Heart and Stroke Foundation CPR Anytime™ Family
and Friends™ kit (valued at $40), and all participants will receive a
CPR participation card (CPR-F) upon completing the training. To reg-
ister, contact Carolyn Mooi at cmooi@hsf.on.ca or 905-836-8206 by
November 24th and indicate which time you would like to register for.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6
The Tuesday Philosophy Club asks “What is the meaning of life?

Why are we here? Is there an ultimate purpose to my existence?” In
a friendly, informal atmosphere, the group will tackle these and other
existential questions each month. No prior experience in philosophy
is required.  Club meets at 7 p.m. in the Lebovic Room, of the Aurora
Public Library. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-
727-9493, option 4.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7
Sixth Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony takes place tonight at the

Aurora Town Hall between 6.30 p.m. and 8.30 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome to join the fun and festivities, greet Santa, sing carols and
decorate the town tree. For further information, call 905-726-4762 or
send an e-mail to sware@aurora.ca.

* * * *
A free, informal discussion group to share ideas and exchange

unbiased financial planning information will be held between 7 and
8.30 p.m. tonight in the Magna Room at the Aurora Public Library.
Moderator Roger Strong is not affiliated with any financial institution,
so nothing will be bought or sold. Pre-register at the Adult Information
Desk by calling 905-727-9493, option 4.   

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
Write for Rights: Amnesty International annual writeathon hap-

pens today from 2 to 4 p.m. at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria
Street. Send cards to human rights defenders around the world. For

FAN MAN

 
Tues. Fri. 10am - 6pm

Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

BRING THE HEAT

www.thefanman.ca

TO YOUR FEET!

CANARM & CEILING FANS    $59FRO
M

INVENTORY BLOWOUT OF
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COMING EVENTS

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17
The Aurora Cultural Centre, with special guests The Aurora Silver

Stars, presents “Give My Regards to Broadway” a community Sing-
Along beginning at 2 p.m. Admission is free and light refreshments will
be served. The Centre is located at 22 Church Street. For further infor-
mation send an e-mail to info@auroraculturalcentre.ca; 905-713-1818

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents a “Christmas Urn and

Hurricane Lantern Decorating Workshop” with Karl Kohnen of Black
Forest Garden Centre beginning at 9.30 a.m. and continuing until
noon for $40, plus $100 materials fee. Advance registration is
required.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22
A community spaghetti dinner, hosted by the 3rd Aurora Scouting

Group, will be held this evening in the Aurora United Church social
hall beginning at 5.30 p.m. The last seating is at 7.30 p.m. Everyone
is welcome to attend and all proceeds benefit 3rd Aurora Scouting
Group youth. The cost is $6 for adults; $5 for seniors; and children, 12
and under, will pay $4.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents a workshop “Making

Professional Art Prints Without a Press” with Valerie Kent. Workshop
begins at 9.30 a.m. and continues until 4 p.m. Cost is $75, plus $8
materials’ fee and advance registration is required.

* * * *
Paul Neufeld Sunday Sessions Jazz continues today with Rob

Clutton, double bass. A classic afternoon of cool jazz in the heart of
town, from two long-time collaborators. Tickets are $15, or $45 for a
family of four. For further information, send an e-mail to
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

NOVEMBER 24-26
St. Andrew's College Dramatic Society will present three perform-

ances of the musical production “Spring Awakening” on the above
dates at 8 p.m. at the School's Aurora campus. Tickets are $15 and
may be purchased by calling 905-727-3178 extension 260 or emailing
jane.bedard@sac.on.ca.

NOVEMBER 24 TO 27
The Pine Tree Potters' Fall Pottery Sale will be held on these days

at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, Aurora.Thursday and
Friday from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m.
to 5 p,m. There is free parking, free admission and a door prize.
Please call 905-727-1278 for further information or visit
www.pinetreepotters.ca.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Aurora's Pine Tree Potters' Guild will host its second annual Empty

Bowls fund-raising event. The event is sold out.
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25

The 31st Annual Victorian Tea will be held today at the
Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum  in Gormley from noon until 2 p.m. The
Museum Gift Shop will be open for those hard-to-find heritage games,
toys and books! Please call to reserve your preferred seating time.
Tickets for adults are $15, while children under 12 pay only $10. For
further information call the museum at 905-727-8954 or 
1-888-290-0337.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Association invites you for an evening of triv-

ia fun and games tonight at the centre. Doors open at 5 p.m., with din-
ner served at 5.30 p.m. Price is $10. In addition, there will be a cash
bar and door prizes.

NOVEMBER 25, 26
Theatre Aurora presents "You're A Good Man, Charlie Brown, The

Musical" whic is an average day in the life of Charlie Brown. It really
is just that, a day made up of little moments picked from all the days
of Charlie Brown, from Valentine's Day to the baseball season, from
wild optimism to utter despair, all mixed in with the lives of his friends
(both human and non-human) and strung together on the string of a
single day, from bright morning to starlit evening. Music and Lyrics by
Clark Gesner. Directed by Bob Riddell. Musical director Lorne
Darraugh. Produced by Jo-anne Spitzer. Including the above dates,
also runs December 1, 2, 3, 4 (matinee), 7, 8, 9, 10.  Curtain is at 8
p.m., with the exception of the November 26 show which is at 8.30
p.m. and the December 4 matinee, at 2 p.m. Tickets are available on-
line at www.theatreaurora.com, by email at taboxoffice@bellnet.ca, by
phone at 905-727-3669, or in person at the Theatre.  Tickets are $23
(tax included); special children's pricing for the December 4 matinee,
$10 for those 13 and under. Theatre Aurora is at 150 Henderson
Drive, in south Aurora.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26
The Aurora Cultural Centre SchoolHOUSE Concert Series pres-

ents acoustic and vocal duo Evolution in “Between the Covers”. Join
in for a night of classic melodies, from Paul Simon, Elton John, Peter
Gabriel, to Ray LaMontagne and Norah Jones. Tickets are $15, and
are available in advance or at the door, 22 Church Street.

* * * *
Santa Under The Stars Parade on Yonge Street southbound

between Orchard Heights Blvd. and Murray Drive from 6.30 p.m. to
8.30 p.m. Dress up in your winter woolies for this year’s evening
parade as Santa comes to town. For further infomation call 905-726-
4762 or send an e-mail to sware@aurora.ca.

* * * *
GRAN-Aurora's grandmothers and 'grandothers' (one of more than

200 Canadian Grandmother - to - Grandmother groups) invite you to
its annual Kazuri Jewelry and craft sale, as part of the Stephen Lewis
Foundation. All proceeds directly support African grandmothers who
are struggling to raise their AIDS orphaned grandchildren. Also fea-
tured are GRAN-Aurora's signature handmade dolls, Christmas orna-
ments, stuffed animals and a draw for a beautiful hand-quilted wall
hanging. The sale takes place at Trinity Anglican Church on Victoria
Street from 1 to 4 p.m.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Christ Lutheran Church Invites everyone to the First Sunday in

Advent Service and a Slovak lunch at 10.30 a.m. Lunch will follow the
service in the Church Hall, 7 Lacey Court. For more information, call

Please see page 23
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Paint & Floor Paint & Floor Paint & Floor 

Home Owners helping homeowners

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora 905-727-4751

starting at $3.59/sq. ft.*
3 1/4” x 3/4”  Oak Hardwood 

Various colours available 

3/8” x 5” Engineered hardwood 
 

starting at 

$1.99/sq.ft.*
8mm Laminate  

79¢/sq. ft.* #2780-384
* While quantities last. 

Beauti-Tone 
Signature Series paint 

Egg Shell 
 Reg. $33.99 

White base only. #1852-410 3.64L
$24.97*

Primer – Super Adherent 
$21.97* Reg. $29.99 

#1852–704  3.64L * While supplies last 

Event!Event!Event!

Starting at

Newmarket-Aurora Member of Parliament Lois
Brown attended the Aurora Rotary meeting last
Monday night and presented the club with a plaque
honouring its 60 years in existence in Aurora.
Receiving the award is club president Frank Mete.

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Condominium breaks ground
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

and Councillor Paul Pirri
were on hand last week
for the rainy ground-
breaking ceremony for
Ridgewood II, a new resi-
dential complex slated for
construction just north of
Town Hall beginning in
the New Year. 

Wednesday's ground-
breaking ceremony
attracted not just local
dignitaries and builders,
but also neighbours from
sister site Ridgewood I
across the street and new
neighbours eagerly antici-
pating moving in.

One future neighbour
who came out to the
groundbreaking ceremony
for what is to be her new
home was Ralda Jerry.

Ms. Jerry, who current-
ly lives in Richmond Hill,
said she decided to pur-
chase a top floor unit in
Ridgewood II because of

Town approves 
litigation policy

Council gave its final
approval on a new munic-
ipal litigation policy last
Tuesday, a revised policy
which provides further
clarification on the com-
mencement of legal pro-
ceedings, retaining exter-
nal legal counsel, and
conflict of interest situa-
tions.

The revisions were
part of a number of rec-
ommendations that came
to council this summer
from Town Solicitor
Warren Mar, along with a
new indemnification poli-
cy.

In his initial report, Mr.
Mar said the revisions
sought to clearly define
the roles and responsibili-
ties of people in all areas
of municipal employ,
including departmental
directors, the Town Clerk,
as well as the roles and
responsibilities of the
mayor and council. 

The policy package
presented earlier this
year included  what could
possibly be seen as a
pre-emptive strike to
avoid a repeat of the legal
questions  of current and
some former councillors
that cropped up at the
council table resulting
from former mayor Phyllis
Morris' now-withdrawn $6
million lawsuit against
three local bloggers,
among others.

Concerns were raised
since the lawsuit first
came to light in October
2010 about whether coun-
cil actually gave authority
to staff to proceed with
the action. It is now made
clear that uninsured litiga-
tion can only be com-
menced "with the clear
authority of council”.

A guideline is provided
within the policy to those
within the Town "on what

form of resolution is
required to authorize the
commencement of unin-
sured litigation by the
Town."

"While it is understood
that discussions regard-
ing litigation will occur
during closed session
meetings of council or
general committee, this
guideline ensures that a
proper record is kept of
any such resolution," said
Mr. Mar in his report.
"Where time is of the
essence in addressing the
claim and the Town
Solicitor requires further
instructions from council
or requires council
authority to retain exter-
nal legal counsel, the pol-
icy has been revised to
enable the Town Solicitor
to call an emergency spe-
cial council meeting for
those purposes."

Mr. Mar's recommen-
dations made several laps
around the council table
over the months since it
was first introduced and
the final copy presented
for general committee the
previous week further
clarified concerns
expressed by some coun-
cillors, particularly Chris
Ballard and John Gallo,
which would have placed
restrictions on legal coun-
sel they could retain in
the personal or business
spheres.

"In order to address
council's con-
cern...wording has been
inserted to put the onus
on the Town (through the
Town Solicitor) not to
retain the services of any
lawyer or law firm that
has provided advice to a
member of council on the
same matter," said Mr.
Mar in a report on the new
revisions. "Similarly, the
Town's retainer agree-

ment shall require the
lawyer and law firm not to
provide any legal advice
to a member of council on
the same matter for which
the lawyer and the law
firm is being retained by
the Town.

"This narrows the
scope of the original pro-
hibition while still avoid-
ing any conflict of interest
in a particular matter."

Councillor Ballard said
he appreciated the
revised edition of the liti-
gation policy and said he
is satisfied that it met the
requirements set forth by
council.

One concern remained
though and that was the
new policy negating the
eligibility of lawyers or
law firms where the Town
Solicitor had previously
worked with from being
retained by the Town
would restrict Town
options.

"I think the prohibition
is reasonable in the cir-
cumstances," said Mr.
Mar. "My fear is, not just
for myself but future Town
Solicitors, we should not
be seen as benefitting
people who they have
worked with, whether it be
for real estate matters,
municipal matters or any-
thing else. Relationships
are close but at the same
time there is a very wide
level of experience across
the bar and restricting
one, two, or even three
law firms should be seen
as prudent. 

"I think it balances well
the conflict of interest
concerns and still allows
the Town to retain solici-
tors externally that it
needs to, so I think it
does have a proper bal-
ance between conflict of
interest and being able to
retain qualified external

its "elegance" and prox-
imity to amenities. 

"It offers a better
atmosphere, better living,
and an all around nice
area to walk in," she said.
"As a senior I feel I will
be very happy here [and]
there's the Town Hall and
[nearby] movie theatre
and shopping. I think it is
perfect for me, so when I
am unable to drive I can
just pull my little cart and
do my shopping."

For Jack Winberg of
the Rockport Group, the
company behind
Ridgewood, br inging
neighbours together for
the groundbreaking event
was a key in forging a
strong community. 

"Rockpor t is just
entering its 55th year of
continuous and success-
ful home building opera-
tions and creating com-
munities for people and it
is always a great pleas-
ure of mine when a com-
munity has gotten to a
point such as this one -
where we have now sold
over 70 per cent of the

units - to be able to bring
the people who are going
to live together and live
under the same roof
together to meet and to
star t getting to know
each other and star t
building a strong place
that Ridgewood II is
going to be."

Mr. Winberg said he
was drawn to Aurora for
the opportunity to build
unique residences such
as these and "be creative
in coming up with a great
project that will be a little
bit out of the ordinary."

What they're offering,
he said, is a "quality con-
dominium lifestyle experi-
ence" unique to Aurora
and tailored to what he
described as suiting "the
Aurora l ifestyle" and
image.

"We've got something
that is good quality, has a
good feel, good sensibili-
ties to it, and that people
who live in and around
this area would feel that
they were moving at least
equal to the kind of
l ifestyle they've had

before, if not up, in terms
of just their own quality of
life and their own stan-
dard of living," he said.
"We've got beautiful
amenities in the buildings
and everything is new
and fresh. People can
stay in the neighbour-
hood and sell their house
that's too big for them, or
move out of the house for
the first t ime and sti l l
enjoy the Aurora
lifestyle."

According to Mayor
Dawe, Ridgewood I and
Ridgewood II br ing a
"level of sophistication
people expect from living
in Aurora."

"[Phase One] is a
magnificent building and
really well done," he said.
"You can see through the
detailing. The speed in
which it sold and then the
speed with which this
sold indicates that not
only is there a demand
for condo living as such
but there is a demand for
a high end product. We
are really excited that it's
coming in here."
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Okay, so I fell
down at cenotaph

last Sunday
For all those who care, by now you know I collapsed

at the Remembrance Day ceremony last Sunday at the

cenotaph and was taken by the Emergency Medical

people to Southlake Hospital in Newmarket for a check-

up.

Everything is fine, so I was told, but the whole event

was a bit embarrassing...and time-consuming.

I was at Southlake for about four hours Sunday after-

noon, when I should have been working.

Thank you, by the way, for your calls, cards and 

e-mails asking how I was.

I merely got too tired so I figured it was time to sit

down. So I did.

But, in reality, the ceremony is simply too long.

Too many people want to place wreaths at the 

cenotaph, and the Aurora Legion, which organizes the

event, lets them. And then repeats the entire operation

November 11.

They should hold a raffle each year and the first 15 or

so to get their request in, should be the ones who get to

place wreaths.

That way, people wouldn’t have to stand there for

more than an hour.

It was obvious by the crowd, lesser than in other

years even though it was a lovely day, that the event

goes on too long.

The activity also gave me another issue to get off my

chest, and you’ve probably heard it before.

Aurora - now 50,000 and growing - should have its

own hospital.

The ride to Newmarket in the back of an ambulance

is a rough one, to be sure.

Even if it’s only a satellite of Southlake, it would save

a lot of wear and tear on ambulances, etc.

When I was growing up in North Bay, the place had

St. Joseph’s Hospital and the Civic was just being built.

I remember that as I was on the operating table to

have my appendix removed and could see out the win-

dow (between my tears, because I was one frightened

little boy) that the Civic Hospital was under construction.

And North Bay had less than 20,000 people at the

time.

So it’s time Aurora had its very own hospital...or at

least a satellite of Southlake.

Enough of my raving. Let’s talk about other things.

The Auroran, you know that funny little newspaper

you’re now reading, will be the sponsor of complimenta-

ry hot chocolate on the veranda of Hillary House during

the Santa Claus Parade.

The parade, a nighttime spectacle, will be held

November 26, and should pass the house shortly after 6

p.m.

The hot chocolate will be served up by the jolly vol-

unteers of the Aurora Historical Society.

Stop by for a cup of the steamy, sweet stuff.

Hillary House is located at 15372 Yonge Street, just

south of Aurora Heights Drive, and the parade will pass

by its front door on its way south to Murray Drive.

I would be remiss if I didn’t thank the late Herb

McKenzie for the evening parade.

He was a member of council the year he witnessed

another Santa Claus Parade after dark, and thought it

was good enough to try in Aurora.

The rest is history.

Now, the parade, one of the largest in York Region

and certainly the biggest event in Aurora, attracts

upwards of 40,000 spectators.

Okay, maybe Aurora’s street sale in June draws more

people. I don’t know; I’ve never counted them.

GEORGE STOREY

George, who was mentioned in this space last week,

did phone me, even though I suggested he had forgot-

ten me.

The former coach of the Aurora Tigers had invited me

to meet football great Angelo Mosca at a regular

Monday luncheon held in Markham somewhere.

Angelo, George said, did show up, although he was a

little late.

Angelo played for the Hamilton Tiger-Cats in 1958

and 1959.

The next time someone of that importance is a guest,

I’ll be invited, George said.

And I’ll go, too, providing I’m not on my way to a hos-

pital in an ambulance.

This set of bookends was presented by the Town of Aurora to a person whose name was spelled wrong.

They were supposed to be given to W. Stephenson but they were printed to W. Stepenson at the end of

World War II. Mr. Stephenson is apparently buried in France. Thanks to David Heard for bringing the

bookends to our attention.                Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Didn’t set a Guinness record,
but Aurora teen got his wish

To the editor,

I would like to take this
opportunity to express sin-
cere thanks to you for your
support of the Wish-Mania
event which was held on
Saturday, June 25th, at the
Aurora Community Centre
and Machell Park to benefit
The Children’s Wish
Foundation of Canada, in
particular, Andrew, an
Aurora teen battling

D u c h e n n e  M u s c u l a r
Dystrophy.

It’s wonderful to see our
community come together
for such a worthy cause.

The impact of a wish is
immeasurable; the anticipa-
tion and joy leading up to
and during the wish can
have a profoundly positive
effect on both the wish child
and the members of their
family.

A wish can provide joy,

comfort and solace during
some of life’s most chal-
lenging and difficult
moments.

For Andrew, it certainly
did just that.

Because of your gen-
erosity, and that of those
who attended Wish-Mania, I
am thrilled to share with you
that, through Children’s
Wish, Andrew received his
most heartfelt wish in July.

Andrew and his family

travelled to Italy for a week-
long vacation of enjoying the
sights, the culture and the
food.

The family now has some
very wonderful memores to
share and tresasure of this
very special trip.

Although no Guinness
record was set at Wish-
Mania, ultimately the goal of
the event was to bring joy
and happiness to a child
within our community.

Mission accomplished.
Thank you for being a

part of granting a child his
wish.

Again, I thank you for
your support.

K. Shay Pileggi
Event director
Wish-Mania

Rotary thanks its volunteers
To the editor,

WOW, what a year it has
been!!!  

The Rotary Club of Aurora
celebrated its 60th Anniversary
this year and would like to take
this opportunity to thank every-
one who has donated and sup-
ported our many awareness
and fundraising projects over
the years - our Fall Ham Sales;
our Spring Frog Race; our
Winter Chili-fest (sadly a thing
of the past); our Summer
Dance in the Park; our Summer
Horseshoe Toss, our Annual
Golf Tournaments and of
course our September Beer
Garden in the Annual
September Ribfest!! 

We quite simply could not
have done it without you!!

The Rotary Club of Aurora
is a dynamic club comprised of
men and women who have
been dedicated to serving the
community since the club was
chartered in 1951.

The success of our projects,
programs and events are a
direct result of the many, many
men and women who gener-
ously give of their time by volun-
teering in such areas as provid-
ing event set up and tear down;
event servers and ticket sellers;
event entertainment; floating
frog retrieval; and the much
needed muscle power for the

‘behind the scene’ tasks!
In naming names, we take

the risk of omitting a much
appreciated volunteer, howev-
er.

Thank you so much Dave
(D.J.) Gerow, Destructo
(Nathan, Todd, Shawn and their
many other musician friends,
over the years, who have
‘hopped on stage’), Pat Mete,
Kate Collins, Blair Browne,
Hailey Stevenson, Rob
Roberts (our stand in rib judge),
Steph Pimek – Browne,
Andrea Thomas, Meagan
Ralph-Temple, Laura Ralph,
Collette Memni, Rachel
Laurion, Carol Bartlett, Jeff
Turcotte, Tammy Durbano, Ann
Dreger, Peter Deacon, Sue
Deacon, Kim Kerr, Sheri
Thompson, Kevin Thompson,
Jordan Rice, Shannon
Thompson-Pimek, Mike
Gerow, Wes Browne, Jer
Browne, Chad MacDonald,
Garrett Lewis, Jeremy Chan,
Melissa Duplessis, Brent
Marsh, Rosalyn Gonsalves,
Ted Bryd, Patricia Wallace,
Sara Dunjko, Barb Colton, Mike
Kenny, Wendy Mete, Kim Hall,
Dave Faulkner, Nigel Kean,
Diane Buchanan, Pat Walker,
Julian Laurion, Sheila
Clemens, Trish Mulholland,
Natalie Alaouze, Collette
Zorzella, Christina Tomasini,
Tom Maich, Tyler Roberts,

Travis Roberts and Steve
Renaud.

Wendy Browne
Event Coordinator
Rotary Club of Aurora
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Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

Recovery operation

By the time this column is published, York Region's transit strike
will be in its 22nd day and counting. 

Sixty per cent of our transit system is shut down affecting more
than 44,000 passengers.   

As is always the case in these public service labour disputes, we
hear the sparring that takes place at the 30,000 foot level between
the union bosses and the politicians, and at ground level, real peo-
ple are forced to cope with the practical reality and the hardships in
their day to day lives. 

Public transit is not just an option for many in our community, it
is their only means of transportation. 

Here are some excerpts of e-mails I've received from the many
residents of Aurora and Newmarket who rely on York Region's 
public transit service:

"I have a special needs child who has no choice but to attend
high school on the opposite side of Newmarket from where we live.
There are no options available to transport him to school without the
transit bus system and he may lose his whole semester of school
because of this situation." C.S. Newmarket.

"I have a 26-year-old son whose independence relies on the
YRT...We agree that people have the right to challenge their
employers, but this challenge is affecting many people...We have
heard nothing about the strike for many days which is also concern-
ing. We hope you can bring the strike to an end..."  H.B. Newmarket.

"I am trying to run a kitchen in a nursing home and a lot of our
staff is unable to get to work...Please try to stop this as we hear
nothing about talks etc. to stop this."  G.R. Aurora.

"This strike is unacceptable and nobody seems to be doing any-
thing to get talks going. The unions have threatened a long strike. I
would appreciate anything you can do to help in this matter." D.M.
Aurora.

"I am one of the people affected (by the strike) and am disheart-
ened at the lack of movement and apparent lack of interest in
resolving the strike. In particular, I am deeply disappointed in how
York Region has washed its hands of any responsibility for resolv-
ing it." C.K. Aurora.

Why are your elected officials who sit on the York Region
Council staying on the sidelines?

Based on discussions with my municipal counterparts and their
e-mail responses to constituents on which I have been copied, here

is the reasoning:
York Region does not employ bus drivers. The employees who

are on strike work for private companies with whom York Region
has contracted to provide the service; therefore, the reasoning is
that the employees are not striking against York Region but rather
against the private companies and the Region should not interfere. 

While I understand this reasoning, and agree that the Region
should not be engaged in the bargaining process for the reasons
stated, I also believe that the Region has a role to play in ensuring
that the more than 44,000 residents who rely on public transit can
count on that service to be there when it's needed.

After all, it is the Region that has launched major initiatives over
the past number of years to encourage those same residents to use
public transit and rightfully boasts of increased ridership on its
YRT/VIVA system.

We can't, on the one hand, promote dependency on public tran-
sit and then leave more than 44,000 commuters to fend for them-
selves when their only means of transportation is shut down.

What can we do?
I say what can WE do, because I believe that both the municipal

and provincial levels of government have a responsibility to bring
this strike to an end and to ensure that we never subject our resi-
dents and businesses to this predicament again.

First, we have a responsibility to ensure that the parties are at
the very least at the bargaining table. No settlement can ever be
reached if the parties are not communicating. I am the first to say
that labour disputes should be settled through a fair process of col-
lective bargaining.

That's why on day 12 of this strike, I issued a joint statement
together with my fellow York PC MPPs Peter Shurman and Julia
Munro, in which we called on the parties to immediately return to
the bargaining table to work out an agreement that would allow tran-
sit services to resume. 

What did the Union bosses say?
Here's a quote from Bob Kinnear, President of the

Amalgamated Transit Union Local 113: "If a two week strike does-
n't send a message maybe it'll have to be two months."

Sid Ryan, the leader of the Ontario Federation of Labour, added
his less than helpful rhetoric with these words: "You stay on that
picket line until you get some dignity and respect from this 

employer."
Interesting that over the course of the 22 days of this strike there

hasn't been a picket line to be seen. What's the message in that?
Clearly these folks have no urgency in settling this strike and are
more than willing to hold the more than 44,000 commuters hostage
without regard for their personal hardships.

In a self-serving full page ad, the unions called for voluntary 
arbitration because as Bob Kinnear put it, "the union and the
employers are too far apart for this to be settled through normal
negotiations". Kinnear goes on to insist, however, that he is opposed
to arbitration if it is mandatory, which is what would be required
under back to work or essential service legislation. And here's why:

The legislation passed earlier this year that declared the TTC an
essential service, requires that an arbitrator must take into consid-
eration, among other factors, the following criteria in making an
award: 

1)The employer's ability to pay in light of its fiscal situation.
2)The extent to which services may be reduced, in light of the

decision or award, if current funding and taxation levels are not
increased.

3)The economic situation in Ontario and Toronto.    
This legislation ensures that the City of Toronto will be spared

any future public transit strikes and the resulting personal and eco-
nomic hardships. 

Public transit is as essential to York residents and businesses as
the TTC is to Toronto. 

I believe the residents and businesses of York Region deserve
the same protection from public transit strikes as has been given to
the residents and businesses in Toronto.

That's why my colleagues Peter Shurman, Julia Munro and I
called on the McGuinty Government to enact back to work legisla-
tion if our transit strike isn't resolved by the time the legislature
resumes November 21st and to extend the legislation that declared
the TTC an essential service to all transit services in the GTA.

I would hope that our municipal colleagues will support this ini-
tiative and we will look forward to working with them to resolve this
issue once and for all.

As always, I look forward to your comments and advice. Please
feel free to contact me through my website at www.frankklees.com
or by calling me at 905-750-0019.

The person behind the desk reached for their ringing telephone.
"Hello?"
"Hello," said a man, who confirmed the name of the individual

who had picked up the phone. "You are the former Aurora council-
lor?"

"Yes."
"I'm calling from Pry and Uncover. Our firm has been retained

by the town to look into the recovery of finances of previous coun-
cil members."

"I'm not sure what you mean", the former councillor said with
surprise.

"Well, you may have heard that there are discussions about
potentially requesting the payback of town funds expended last
year during the legal case of the former mayor vs. various parties?"

"Yes, I've read that, but I wasn't involved in any legal issues
while I was on council."

"The legal questions just kicked things off. Then it was realized
that there may have been expenditures of other council members
over the years that should be looked at. And our review of your term
in office has turned up some disturbing and unexplained items."

"I can't imagine what you would like to discuss with me.  I
haven't been on council in several years."

"Nevertheless, there is a matter of, let's see ...", the sound of
papers rustling could be heard in the background, " …11 unac-
counted for paperclips from your supply that do not seem to have

been attached to town documents. We can only assume you used
them for personal purposes."

"A dozen paperclips?  That's ridiculous!"
"Oh, so it was an even dozen, was it? I'll just make a note of

that."
Faint scribbling followed this statement.
"The town, of course, will require compensation for these. Then

there's the matter of coffee consumption," he continued.  "You did
see the sign next to the coffeemaker in the council lounge asking
that 50 cents be deposited for every cup?"

"Yes, I always put in my money."
"That may not have been so. We have anecdotal evidence that

on at least three occasions over your years on council you did not
contribute the required total."

"Maybe, but I always paid extra the next time."
"Hmmm. We have no record of that. Do you have receipts you

could send us?"
"Of course I don't have receipts!"
"Well, an affidavit signed by two witnesses should suffice."
"These amounts are ludicrous!  And how much is all of your

research costing the town?"
"That's not as important as the principle. As a former councillor

you would know better than anyone that no consultant expenditure
or amount of staff time is ever too much when it comes to council
getting the answer to a question."

"And besides, we are recovering significant funding. Why,
based on the research of several of our staff over the past week,
we expect to recoup as much as $1.27 from one former councillor."

"Then there's wear and tear on your chair, which greatly
exceeded the expected use. You must have been doing a lot of
squirming while at the council table."

"I wasn't squirming!" exclaimed the former councillor. "You try to
sit in one of those things for six straight hours, without shifting a bit."

"We'll give you the benefit of the doubt on that.  But what about
your name plate?"

"I kept that. What use would that be to the town?"
"Well, according to our research, there is another Aurora resi-

dent who has the same name as you.  Although only four years old,
if they successfully ran for council in the future, being able to
retrieve your name plate from a proposed signage storage facility
might save the town as much as $6.99 over having a new sign
made up."

"We would ask that you to follow up on the items we discussed,
and get back to us promptly," the gentleman concluded. "If you
don't, the town may need to take stronger steps."

"You mean legal action?"
"No, hiring additional consultants to look into this further."

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

By Frank Klees 
MPP Newmarket-Aurora 

Frankly Speaking Transit strike: Union bosses, 
politicians and 44,000 victims 
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 
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He wore “toonie” with plenty of pride
To the editor,

Today is the 11th day
of this 11th month, of this
11th year.

This day has always
had a profound meaning
for me, because the sac-
rifices of the Canadian
soldiers were the reason
for my family's freedom
and our ultimate life in
Canada.

I was born during
WWII in Flanders,
Belgium. This area was
liberated in 1945 by
Canadian forces. 

Recalling that time, 
my parents expounded
the Canadians’ fighting
fierceness (maybe
equaled only by their ado-
ration of the local ladies).

While I was too young
to have war memories, I
was always curious about
life during that time. 

I also wanted to instill

the gratitude and pride of
our liberators in my chil-
dren.

Consequently, one
year in the 90's, I decided
to take my 18-year-old to
Belgium for a short visit
to my cousins and first
hand tales and sights of
the war.

O n e  p a r t i c u l a r
evening, we decided to
visit a local pub for a
glass or two of Belgian
beer.

This "cafe"  was far
from luxurious.

It was at a remote
intersection of farms; and
only patronized by the
local farmers.

I've seen dog houses
bigger than this joint.

It had a pool table, a
wood stove, a small table
with two chairs, and a
pretend counter.

A couple of younger
chaps were playing pool.

At the table sat a cou-
ple of well-aged farmers,
dressed in traditional blue
farmer garb, drinking a
pint.

My cousin, son and I
stood at the counter, try-
ing to impress Tony (the
bartender) with the fact
that Canada had a "mil-
lion" lakes.

After Tony, hauling out
a Reader's Digest size
map of the world,  accus-
ing me of boasting, and
questioning whether I
knew his old schoolmate
in Chicago, Tony slipped
another beer in front of
us. 

We hadn't ordered
another round, and so
reminded Tony.

He pointed to the two
farmers and advised it
was their treat.

After my nodding to
express "thanks", they
hesitatingly approached

the bar.
"You're Canadian?". 

I responded affirma-
tively.

After some small chit-
chat, one of the farmers
asked if I had any
Canadian money.

(I thought, even
Belgium has its con
artists)

When I tried to get an
explanation for his
request, he stated that
the Canadians had come
through to liberate the
town and his farm, and
that he wanted to have a
little token for memory's
sake.

I reached deep in my
pocket and found a
"toonie". He was
impressed with its golden
look and inscription.

Although I was tempt-
ed to expound its great
value, I gifted it to him.

He turned his head to

hide his tearful emotion:
said "goodnight" and left
with his treasure firmly
secure in his hand.

A couple of years later,
I had occasion to revisit
this "hole in the wall".

Guess who was there.
There he sat, proud as

a peacock, with a gold
chain around his neck
which dangled  the
"toonie".

When he saw me, his
eyes lit up, and his den-
tures nearly fell out from
that wide smile.

It was as if I was per-
sonally responsible for his
liberation.

But better stil l,
Christmas is here early
again.

I had  brought a
"loonie"- a much more

impressive coin.
The same earlier ritual

was repeated and with
such emotional impact
that I had to turn my head
to hide the tears.

Some years later, 
I learned that he had
passed away, but had
proudly exhibited his new
found  Canadian fashion
with constant and
immense pride.

The necklace coins
were the first and most
impor tant items he
bequeathed in his will. 

I share his pride and
gratitude for the gifts our
soldiers gave.

Thank you.
We will never forget.

Guy L. Poppe
Aurora

Executive director rails interim leader
for act to amend Criminal Code

To the editor and M.
Turmel, interim NDP
leader,

On behalf of the
Ontario Federation of
Anglers and Hunters
(OFAH), our 100,000
members, supporters and
subscribers and 670
member clubs across
Ontario, we are writing to
express our profound dis-
appointment in your
actions against John
Raffer ty, M.P. (Thunder
Bay - Rainy River) and
Bruce Hyer, M.P. (Thunder
Bay - Superior North) for
their support of Bill C-19,
An Act to Amend the
Criminal Code and the

Firearms Act.
Given the fact that the

New Democratic Party of
Canada has never had an
official party policy on the
long gun registry; that the
issue is not mentioned
anywhere in the NDP
Policy Book; and that
repeated attempts to pass
resolutions for or against
the long gun registry at
NDP conventions over the
years have failed, it defies
belief that you would seek
to discipline the two mem-
bers of your caucus who
have steadfastly voted
their conscience on this
issue, and in doing so,
have represented their
constituents, the very rea-

son that Members of
Parliament are elected in
the first place. 

The long gun registry
is an issue that has long
divided rural and urban
Canada.

Mr. Raffer ty and Mr.
Hyer represent rural rid-
ings where the vast
majority of residents hunt
and fish, and where senti-
ment against the long gun
registry runs deep, some-
thing that Mr. Layton
understood, regardless of
his personal position on
the issue. 

In voting the way they
did on Bill C-19, Mr.
Raffer ty and Mr. Hyer
acted as we expect our

elected representatives in
Parliament to act, when
given a mandate by the
electorate in their riding.

For them to be silenced
in the House and removed
from committees for their
actions is not only a gross
overreaction on your part,
but an affront to the par-
liamentary system.

We urge you to rethink
your position in this mat-
ter and immediately
restore the privileges
removed from these mem-
bers for simply doing their
job.

Mike Reader                                                                 
Executive Director
Anglers & Hunters

Mayor had time for “little guy”: reader
To the editor,

This week I had occa-
sion to ask Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe for assis-
tance for one of my
employees.

To me the measure of a
good politician is his or
her willingness to respond

to not only the big issues
affecting the whole town,
but the small issues that
may only affect one per-
son - but are still of major
significance in that per-
son's life.

What a pleasure it was
to deal with the customer
friendly staff at the Town.

Mayor Dawe's
Executive Assistant Betty
De Bartolo took the time to
listen to our problem, told
me she would speak to the
mayor and he would have
an answer within 24 hours.

And within 24 hours
they had solved the prob-
lem!

How refreshing in a
time when we so often feel
politicians don't have time
for the "little guy".

Not so in Aurora!    

Pam MacDonald
Centre Director
Young Drivers
of Canada

Restaurant was in front of rink, he says
To the editor,

Regarding the picture
in The Auroran (week of
November 8) of the fire
at the Arena Restaurant.
This establishment was

situated on the nor th
side of the parking lot of
the Aurora Arena r ight
on the sidewalk of Yonge
Street.

If you look at the pic-
ture, the fence you see

was erected to keep peo-
ple from fall ing in the
creek that ran (still runs)
right along side of the
restaurant.

As far as I can
remember, I believe the

restaurant burned down
about a year before the
big arena fire.

Hope this helps.

Mark Holmes
Aurora

SOYRA seeking original members
To the editor,

The Society of York
Region Artists (SOYRA)
is celebrating our 25 year
anniversary in 2012.

We would like to find
and invite the founders of
SOYRA to the celebra-
tion.

As many of us is new
in the group, we have lost

contact with the founders,
and we hope that anyone
in the community could
help us get in contact with
anyone from the early
years.

Please contact Jytte K
Gillies at 905-868-9070
or email jyttegil@bell.net

Jytte Gillies
SOYRA 
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Financial Security Advisor 
Jeffrey Sleep

Financial freedom is still 
achieveable even in today’s 

economic environment. 

Office: 416-291-0451  ext. 262 
jeff.sleep@freedom55financial.com

A division of London Life Insurance Company

History behind the Arena Restaurant
To the editor,

The Arena Restaurant
was located on the north
side of the arena, and north
of the big billboard that was
on the north edge of the
arena parking lot.

There is a creek that still
runs between the two prop-
erties, and the Arena
Restaurant was located on
the site north of the creek,
and south of Harry Tutton's
bike shop.

I recall the restaurant well
– it replaced Cousins Dairy
as the place to be after
Saturday night skating
ended at 10 p.m.

Grilled cheese sandwich,
french fries, and something
new--gravy with the fries.

As to when it burned
down, it would have been
the late 60's or very early
70's. I don't believe it was
there more than 10 years.

With reference to the Trio
restaurant, it was Cousins
Dairy long before I was
born, and remained so until
it was purchased by the
Spasopoulos brothers.

Don't you recall that there
was a bowling alley on the
second floor that was even-
tually turned into a banquet
hall when the new bowling
alley opened at the end of
Edward Street?

I know a certain local
retired police officer who
was our milkman from
Cousins Dairy before he
joined the local force.

The opening of the first
Mac's Milk store in town
killed the milk delivery busi-
ness--little metal "hats" left
in the bottle to indicate the
type of milk.

And cream floating on
the top couple of inches of
the milk.

Referring to the White
Rose garage, yes, Dr.
Wiseman is correct about
the location and  the details
about the garage.

Yes, Mr Davis and the rad
shop shared the space.

And yes, it was the local
licensing office.

I had to go there to get
my first 90 day licence from
Mr. Davis.

But when Janet moved

her office to Wellington
Street, her first location was
at Industrial Parkway and
Wellington, where the
Mercury Diner is now, I
believe.

At any rate, she was right

next door to Herb
MacKenzie's work – that
was almost outside of town.
Back then, the town basical-
ly stopped at the train
tracks.

She moved to the current

location much later in the
90's when the province
wanted everything to be
updated to computers.

Even back then the goal
of the province was to make
it a Service Office rather

than just a licensing office,
but the wheels at Queen’s
Park oftentimes grind away
very slowly. 

Sandra Reed
Aurora

Child presents
Vet with card
Canadian Engineers in
Korea, Vietnam, and Laos,
Remembrance Day signi-
fies many things.

"It reminds me of all the
people I served with for
many years and I think it
is a good thing for the
young people to know
what was happening in
the past and to honour the
veterans," he said. 

Friday's services 
followed the traditional,
time honoured format of
Remembrance Day cere-
monies across the country
and wreaths were laid on
behalf of the Government
of Canada, the Province
of Ontario by MPP Frank
Klees, the Town of Aurora
by Mayor Geoffrey Dawe,
the Townships of King and
Whi tchurch-S tou f fv i l l e ,
the Royal Canadian
Legion, the Royal
Canadian Legion's Ladies'
Auxiliary, Central York Fire
Services, St. Andrew's
College, the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police,
Trinity United Church,
several Aurora families,
and the Salvation Army,
among others.

In his reading, Major
Brian Bishop of the
Salvation Army offered
prayers "of thankfulness

and care for those who
have gone before us,
those who died that we
might live, who suffered
and still suffer in the
defence and the dignity of
all people."

"This day we remember
men and women who have
struggled for peace, stood
against evil, sought jus-
tice with the sacrifice of
their blood, their bodies,
their minds, their future,
their lives as a result of
conflict and the strife of
war," said Major Bishop.
"We pray for those who
have been victimized,
innocent casualties of
hatred and terror, the chil-
dren of the men and
women whose eyes have
seen the darkness of war.
We pray for those who
continue to place them-
selves in harm's way in
order that peace and har-
mony might be achieved.

"We are grateful for
those who have fought
and valiantly died so that
we may enjoy liberty and
freedom. We are grateful
to those who have per-
ished while engaged in
the task of peacekeeping.
Bless those who continue
to train and prepare them-
selves for active duty and
missions."

From page 1
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Schoolhouse Lofts has in
store, it needs to, however, get
by Council. Marco Ramunno,
Aurora's Director of Planning,
said if the new owners want to
convert the building to resi-
dential use they would have to
go through a full rezoning
process complete with public
consultation.

The current site is
designed for institutional use
and also has an additional
heritage designation.

An official plan amend-
ment application from the new
owner would have to be made
at Town Hall. Following the
application, there would be
public notification to the
municipality at large and
specifically to residents of the
surrounding neighbourhood,
Mr. Ramunno added, noting
the public would have "ample
opportunity to provide their

comments and concerns" to
the Town.

"A rezoning typically is six
months to a year," he said.
"This has got a heritage com-
ponent and that is something
that would have to be
reviewed as to what their
intentions are, if they are going
to save the building or a good
portion of the facade, and then
there is the detailed design
plan, urban design matters,
and what the building is going
to look like if they redevelop it."

The new owners, he said,
would be encouraged to
"retain as much of the exterior
elevations as possible"  and
"hopefully we can work with
the new owners to incorporate
that into a new design, subject
to a full review and approvals
process to council that the
heritage designation does
apply to the Wells Street
School, not only the signifi-

cance of the school but the
architectural style."

A final sale price for the
Wells Street School property
was not available at press
time. 

The present Wells Street
School building was built in
the 1920s and is a familiar site
to many residents who live in
and frequent the Town Park
area.

The York Region School
Board closed the building in
2007 due to "structural defi-
ciencies" and put it on the
market after it was declared
surplus last year. 

According to the Board,
proceeds from the sale of the
Wells Street Public School
property, as well as the sale of
Newmarket's former King
George Public School, both
approved September 26, will
be "allocated for future school
use."

Wells Street School sold

Region may split the cost of underpasses
Reaching an agree-

ment between the Town
of the Aurora and the
Region of York to co-
finance trail underpasses
under Regional Roads is
now in the latter's hands
following council 's
approval on seeking
50/50 cost sharing last
week. 

Councillors supported
a staff recommendation
last Tuesday, after
lengthy discussions at
the previous week's gen-
eral committee meeting,
to support below grade
crossings for a proposed
trail underpass at Leslie
Street and St. John's
Sideroad.

If all goes according to
plan, this particular
underpass could be con-
structed when the Region
of York reconstructs
Leslie Street for 2015. 

The previous week's
meeting focused primarily
of obtaining designs for
the proposed underpass-
es. As The Auroran
reported last week, the
Town's passage of the
recommendation sees
approval in principle of
50/50 funding with the
Region for an underpass
expected to clock in at
$1.2 million - with addi-
tional cost of lighting and
other amenities - and a

$50,000 budget per
crossing for design in the
2012 budget for up to
four underpasses.

Previously, the Region
of York took the view that
if the Town of Aurora
wanted below grade
crossings it would have to
be done at the municipal-
ity's expense.

But recent meetings
between the two govern-
ing bodies indicated there
may be a chance to strike
a 50/50 cost sharing
agreement in the future.

In addition to costs,
however, concerns were
raised at the table that
constructing trail under-
passes - particularly at
St. John's Sideroad and
Leslie Street would serve
limited numbers of resi-
dents and few individuals
in the 2C area of Aurora,
which is planned to con-
tain significant residential
and business construc-
tion in future years. 

"I would like a sense of
the volume of people who
are going to use this,"
said Councillor John Abel
at the previous week's
general committee. "If
this was a trail going to
the GO Station where we
have 3,000 people going
on a daily basis to and
from, I can see putting an
underpass there because

that would captivate a
huge amount of people
utilizing this. 

"My point is this is a
development in the cor-
ner. How many people
are going to use the trail
to get to work and how
many would use it to
shop out of our popula-
tion?"

At the time, Al Downey,
Aurora's Director of Parks
and Recreation said the
Town did not have the
statistics on hand to
answer that question, and
a guess on user traffic
could only be made
based on the amount of
people that use existing
trails. 

"As you can appreci-
ate, we don't have an
abundance of underpass-
es here in Town in order
to use it as a measure, so
we may have to go out-
side the community in
order to determine a sim-
ilar model," he said.

At last week's council
meeting, however, these
numbers were clarified a
bit after Councillor
Wendy Gaertner asked
Town Staff to elaborate
on "how well [the under-
passes] were going to
serve the community”.

Councillor Gaertner
said trails and an under-
pass in the area would

serve both residents and
employees in the area
and "there is the potential
for a lot of use of those
underpasses."

"The 2C plan, as

approved, was for the
Leslie Street residential
community," replied
Marco Ramunno,
Aurora's Director of
Planning. "It is proposed

to house over 8,000 resi-
dents and in the employ-
ment business to the east
of Leslie Street our pro-
jection is 5,000 to 6,000
workers."

From page 1
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Ridgewood II is the ultimate expression of carefree resort-style living - a place 

that feels like the weekend… everyday. An intimate 6 storey condominium with 

exceptional recreational facilities including a sumptuous outdoor saltwater 

swimming pool and indoor  hot tub. Miles of area trails and ravine parks. 

Nearby cafés. Fabulous shopping and minutes to GO Transit. Incredible suites 

with equally incredible views. An oasis of gracious tranquility in the heart of 

historic Aurora. Come home to Ridgewood II and leave the world behind. 

rockportgroup.net



HOUSE LEAGUE
104 Timbits - St. Louis Blue   7

- Tyler Pridham 1G, Norbert Kristof
2G, Jacob Madore 1G, Jeremy
Thompson 1G, Kenneth Lawrance
1G, Mathew Song 1G, Jeremy
Thompson 1A,  Jake Heritage 1A,
Alessandro Warwar 1A, Fionn Keon
1A.   105 Timbits - Pittsburgh
Black   3 - Tyler LeBlanc 1G, Ethan
Powell 1G 1A, Charlie Cobbold 1G. 

108 Timbits - Atlanta Sky   4 -
Nathan Mochizuki 1G, Ben
Hilgendorff 2G, Thomas Bradley
1G, Malcolm Parkinson 1A, Nolan
Chiarelli 1A, Alex Rogers 1A.  101
Timbits - Calgary Red  4 - Matthew
Keizer 1G 2A, Kellan Sherman 1G,
Dexter Cole 1G, Luca Pugliese 1G,
Anthony Archibald 1A, Stephen
Gummersall 1A, Artem Tuzhin 1A.  

103 Timbits - Toronto White   7
- Justine Chu 1G 1A, Kevin
Wasserman 1G 1A, Joshua
Franken 1G 1A, Luke Bonellos 2G
1A, Cayden Connelly 1G 1A, Henry
Paluch 1G, Cayden Connelly 1A,
Sam Belman 1A, Parker Jalbert 1A.
106 Timbits - San Jose Tea   3 -
Bradley Gardiner 1G, Adriano
Fanuzzi 1G, Noah Daly 1G,
Braeden Marchant 1A, Charlie
Akkermans 2A, Mya Graham 1A.  

102 Timbits - Boston Gold   4.
107 Timbits - Nashville Silver   3.

201 Caravan Kids - Calgary
Red   3 - Dylan Thompson 1G,
Jonah Spataro 2G, Marchel Woods
1A.  203 Caravan Kids - Toronto
White   2 - Stefano Iervasi 1G,
Aidan Quinn 1G, Stefano Iervasi
1A.  

202 Caravan Kids - Boston
Gold   7 - Cameron Mills 2G,
Christopher De Henestrosa 1G,
Sebastian Santagato 3G, Jackson
Maclean 1G, Cristian Troubitsin 2A,
Caspar Timothy 1A.  204 Caravan
Kids - St. Louis Blue  6 - Nolan
Rush 1G, Jake Colman 1G, Jake
Pridham 1G, Shayne Smith 1G,
Dylan Thompson 1G, Andrew Jones
1G, Aaron Perkins 1A,  Andrew
Flores 1A,  Brett Watson 1A.  

406 McDonald's - Purple   6 -
Jackson Galbraith 2G, Cristian
Franze 1G, Giancarlo Appollonia
1G, Michael Blasis 1G, Jacob
Lopez 1G, Dylan Anderson 1A,
Gianluca Rotondi 1A.  409
McDonald's - Teal   1 - Andrew
Campbell 1G. 

401 McDonald's - Red  7.  403
McDonald's - White  2.

407 McDonald's - Kelly Green
4 - Harrison Colby 3G, Aaron
Preiano 1G, Hunter Gilpin-Mier 1A,
Casey Baek 1A, Aaron Preiano 1A.
408 McDonald's - Grey   6 - Jack
Viney 6G 1A, Brennan Powell 1G
1A, Nathan Smith 1G, Christian
Romas 1G, Justin Schembri 1A,
Jacob Peticca 1A, Andrew Schaus
2A, Brennan Powell 1A. 

405 McDonald's - Black   5 -
Ian Hilgendorff 1G 1A, Justin Just
1G 1A, Joshua Anselmo 1G 1A,
Cody Fisher 1G, Mark Clutterbuck
1G, Ian Hilgendorff 1A, Brandon
Urman 1A, Holden Murphy 1A.  410
McDonald's - Orange  5 - Giuliano
Iervasi 2G 1A, Evan Robertson 1G
1A, Steven Seitz 1G, Jake Byrne
1G, Nicolas Alvarez 1A, Dylan

Shaban 1A, Aaron Murphy-Sealy
1A. 

402 McDonald's - Gold  4 -
Cameron Lang 2G, Mason Barone
1A, Austin Martin 1A. 404
McDonald's - Blue  3 - Ryan
Funston-Clarke 2G, Ethan Edwards
1G, Mathew Muxlow 1A.  

603 Optimist Club of Aurora  3
- Jayson Perkins 3G, JP Schnabel
1A, Elias Pasani 1A. 610 IOOF
Aurora Lodge #148   0.

604 Omar's Shoes   4 - Joshua
Fallavollita 3G, Sean Anderton 1G,
Joshua Fallavollita 1A.  608
Mastermind Toys  3 - Evan
Lambert 1G, Stephen Silverio 1G
1A, Nolan Roy 1G 1A.  

601 Chouinard Bros.  3 -
Matthew Glionna 2G, Jacob Fulford
1G, Nicholas Robinson 1A, Andrew
End 1A.  602 Aurora Home
Hardware Bldg Ctr  3 - Andrew
Hammond 1G, Liam DeSouza 2G,
Adam Wochenmarkt 1A, Matthew
Parkin 1A.  

612 H.J. Pfaff Audi   6 - Evan
Knowles 2G, Tyler Justice 1G, Jack
Camplin 1G 2A, Dylan Cowell 1G
1A, Cameron Palmer 1G, Dane
Kerkkamp 1A, Chris Walsh 2A.  607
Crabby Joes  4 - Tyler Frise 1G,
David Tonelli 1G, Raffaele Parente
1G, Anthony Livia 1G 1A, Jack
Chivers 2A, Bradley Shennan 2A.   

611 Rotary Club   6 - Connor
DeVogel 1G, Stephen McNeil 2G,
Alexandre Meunier-Geoffroy 1G,
Alexander Louie 1G, Ryan Cameron
1G 3A, William Reid 1A, Lucas
Alberico 1A.  603 Optimist Club of
Aurora  6 - Jayson Perkins 3G 1A,
Jason Cox 2G, Austin Hendy 1G,
Brock Stewart 1A, Jayson Perkins
1A, Austin Hendy 1A.  

608 Mastermind Toys   5 -
Evan Lambert 4G, Mack Snelgrove
1G.  606 Dr. Weaver's Drillers  3 -
Kyle Wulle 1G 1A, Ryan Motazedian
1G, James Samson 2A. 

604 Omar's Shoes  2 - Joshua
Fallavollita 2G, Blake Vandervalk,
shutout.  610 IOOF Aurora Lodge
#148  0.

609 Kumon Aurora-East  1 -
Ethan Brooks 1G.  605 Crossley
Contracting Ind. Restoration  1 -
Braeden Joynt 1G, Matthew Broad
1A.  

803 McAlpine Ford   4 - Kyle
Jeppeson 1G 1A, Eric Cumiskey 1G
1A, Adam Ashraf 1G 1A, Liam Gray
1G, Michael Walsh 1A, Grant
Kavanagh 1A, Connor Tripp 1A.
807 Crabby Joe's  1 - Chris
Sutherland 1G, Daniel Cariou 1A,
Michael Dowling 1A. 

802 Aurora Home Hardware
Bldg Ctr.  4 - Allister Johnston 1G,
Santino Denuzzo 1G, Nicholas
Scougall 1G 1A, Justin Laird 1G,
Nicholas Hatzitolous 1A.   808
Laurion Law Office   1 - Yosf
Kakush 1G, Eric Trudell 1A,
Harrison Jarvis 1A.  

810 Benson, Kearley IFG  2 -
Wyatt Dane 1G, James Power 1G,
Geoff Siow 1A, Harrison Lambrinos
1A.  809 Danny & Scotty Puck
Bandits   1.

804 Optimist Club of Aurora
9.   806 Backyard Pool & Spa Co.
Ltd. 1.  

904 North York Plumbing &
Heating  11 - Josh Lawlor 4G,
Adam Petit 3G, Keith Jarvis 2G 1A,

Liam MacKichan 1G 2A, Declan
Johnston 1G, Keinan Osborne 1A,
Matt Reeves 2A, Jason Glionna 2A,
Eric Staueble 1A, Scott Barker 2A.
911 AHPA   3 - Russel Johnson 1G,
Paul Neophytou 1G, Graham Killby
1G, Russel Johnson 1A, Etahn
Cullen 1A.  

903 A.D.C. Aluminum   3 -
Matthew Sanita 1G 1A, Michael
Tanel 1G, Trevor George 1G,
Michael DeCesare 1A, William He
1A, Jesse Borin 1A.  901 Rogers TV
2 - Ryan Dowling 1G, Paul Louis
Steiner 1G, Michael Merryman 1A,
Andrew Walter 1A, Nic Venosa 1A. 

906 ATS Healthcare   11 - Eliot
Harkin 4G, Derek Capone 1G, Scott
Kostin 1G 1A, Braydon Babineau
1G 1A, Michel Hache 1G 2A,
Stephen Wilkins 1G 1A, Will Brogan
1G, Jerryd Jensen 1G 2A, Maxwell
Brown 1A, Sam Steenhorst 2A,
Stephen Wilkins 1A,  Dylan Lyons
1A.  909 Manhattan Trophies Ltd.
7 - Dustin Partanen 2G 1A,
Mackenzie Smith 1G, Aiden Woods
1G 1A, Kevin Siery 1G, Eric Bulloch
1G 1A, Michael McCreesh 1G 1A,
Brian Pedron 1G, Dustin Partanen
1A, Matthew Pelkola  2A, Chris End
1A.  

910 INARIA  5 - Cody Child 3G
2A, Matthew Walker 1G 1A,
Andreas Mikkelsen 1G,  Cody Child
2, Bailey Miller 2A, Daniel Bresolin
1A, Mitchell Arnold 1A, Daniel
Antoniel 1A.  905 Continental
Ingredients   1 - Massimo Longhin
1G, Christopher Cherubini 1A.  

908 Benson, Kearley IFG  6 -
Mark Presacco 2G 1A, Liam Devlin
1G 1A, James Johnston 3G 1A,
Duncan Eveleigh 2A,  Kentner
Arkell 1A,  Alexander Gouthro 1A,
Jordan Stephenson 1A, Mitch
Lamantia 1A.   907 Crabby Joe's  2
- Joshua Bell 1G, William Allen 1G,
Tyler Futterer 1A, Sean Foxwell 1A,
Kevan Cress 1A.   

902 Aurora Chrysler  2 -
Cameron Staples 1G, Michael
Hosmer 1G, Scott Dunlop 1A.  912
Pizza Pizza   1 - Tyler Hindley 1G,
Casey Severini 1A.  

909 Manhattan Trophies Ltd.
6 - Brian Pedron 2G 1A, Michael
McCreesh 1G 2A, Eric Bulloch 1G,
Kevin Siery 2G, Brian Pedron 1A,
Michael McCreesh 2A, Ian Coschi
2A, Dustin Partanen 1A, David
Gonder 1A, Adam DeRoos 1A, Ben
Black 1A.  911 AHPA   1 - Paul
Neophytou 1G.  

902 Aurora Chrysler  2 - Cody
Mulhern 2G, Cameron Staples 1A,
Scott Taylor 1A.   907 Crabby Joe's
2 - Tom Mason 1G, Matthew
D'Allesandro 1G, Tim Pare 1A,
Joshua Bell 1A, Zac Kroll 1A. 

912 Pizza Pizza  5 - Tyler Indos
2G, Michael Liscio 1G, Mackenzie
McIntosh 1G,  Andrew Kaszuba 1G,
Dylan Indos 2A, Carson Roell 2A,
Michael Roell 1A, Tyler Hindley 1A,
Kyle Strachan 1A, Tyler Abushinov
2A.  910 INARIA   1 - Peter
Sandwell 1G, Daniel Antoniel 1A,
Lukas Marek 1A.  

904 North York Plumbing &
Heating   2 - Jason Glionna 1G,
Alexander Harrison 1G, Matt
Reeves 1A.  905 Continental
Ingredients  0.

901 Rogers TV  3 - Alexander
Seto 2G, Carson Elliott 1G, Billy

Haddock 1A, Paul Louis Steiner 1A,
Mitchell Waite 1A, Scott Cosentino
1A, Ryan Dowling 1A.  908 Benson,
Kearley IFG  0.

903 A.D.C. Aluminum  6 -
Franco Porano 2G, Christopher
Sanita 2G, Tyler George 1G 1A,
Matthew Sanita 1G, Jesse Borin 2A,
William He 1A.  906 ATS
Healthcare   3 - Scott Kostin 1G,
Adam Durante 1G, Stephen Wilkins
1G, Eliot Harkin 1A, Braydon
Babineau 1A, Jerryd Jensen 1A,
Will Brogan 1A, Thomas McDonald
1A, Dylan Lyons 1A.

1007 Crabby Joe's   5 -
Braydon Jackson 2G, Brian Puskar
1G, William Milson 1G, Jamie
Cherutti 1G, Taylor Brewda 1A,
Spencer Barker 1A, Steadman
Dinning 1A.   1004 BMO Bank of
Montreal   1 - Nick Heintzman 1G,
Anthony DeCesare 1A.  

1003 Tom & Jerry's   5 - Ryan
Dalcin 1G 1A, D Kovac 3G 1A,
Trevor Rice 1G 1A, David Baccialeri
1A. 1005 BrokerLink   0.

1001 Pizzaville Aurora   3 -
Braedon MacKenzie 1G, John
Haralampopoulos 1G, Marco
Ghegin 1G, Mady Schaefer 1A, Matt
Hart 1A.  1004 BMO Bank of
Montreal   1 - Evan Jones 1G,
Kelley Hudson 1A.  

1007 Crabby Joe's  5 - Adam
Kiroff 1G, Steadman Dinning 3G
1A, Evan Foxwell 1G 1A, Nick
Theodoropolous 1A,  Braydon
Jackson 1A, Jamie Cherutti 1A,
Spencer Barker 1A. 1008 Danny &
Scotty Puck Bandits  3 -  JP
Hudon 1G, Lucus Poleto 1G,
Conner Fennel 1G, Lucus Poleto
1A, Kyle Rojas 1A.   

1002 INARIA   4 - Z Wong 1G,
M Bishop 1G, Dylan Skelton 1G, W
Reid 1G, Z Wong 1A, Dylan Skelton
1A, Graham Ralph 1A, J Lopez 1A.
1003 Tom & Jerry's   2 - D Kovac
1G 1A, Quinn McGowan 1G.   

1004 BMO Bank of Montreal
2 - Justin Killens 1G 1A, Kelley
Hudson 1G, Nick Heintzman 1A.
1008 Danny & Scotty Puck
Bandits  1 - Andrew Sequin 1G,
Jamie Poutney 1A.

1001 Pizzaville Aurora  6 -
Mady Schaefer 2G, Chase Riddell
1G 1A, Daniel LaFlamm  1G 2A,
Chris Peron 1G, Braedon
MacKenzie 1G, Matt Hart 1G, Matt
Hart 1A, Marco Ghegin 1A, Carter
Schaeffer 2A, Stephen Cantarutti
1A.  1006 Caruso & Company   1 -
Alex Woodward 1G, Andrew Kimber
1A, Jim Tatum 1A. 

1007 Crabby Joe's  7 - Evan
Foxwell 3G 1A, Steadman Dinning
2G, Braydon Jackson 1G 1A, Jamie
Cherutti 1G, Taylor Brewda 1A,
William Milson 1A, Brian Puskar 1A.
1005 BrokerLink   2 - Cooper
Riswick 1G, Zach Seto 1G.

1004 BMO Bank of Montreal  4
- Alex Heintzman 1G, Kelley
Hudson 1G 1A, Evan Jones 1G,
Zachary Pyle 1G, Justin Killens 1A,
Ali Akbar 1A, Jesse Bentolila 1A.
1002 INARIA  2 - Dylan Skelton 1G,
D, Fusco 1G. 

1006 Caruso & Company   3 -
Alex Woodward 1G 1A, Andrew
Kimber 1G, Tyler White 1G 1A,
Braedon Casselden 1A, JJ White,
shutout. 1007 Crabby Joe's  0.

1005 BrokerLink   4 - Cooper

Riswick 1G, Ryan Eberlin 1G,
Michael Reilly 1G, Zach Seto 1G
1A, Eamon Reilly 1A,  Jerimiah Diaz
1A, Kyle Coughlin 1A, Jason Eberlin
1A. 1008 Danny & Scotty Puck
Bandits  1 - Brendan Strachan 1G,
Jamie Poutney 1A.  

1001 Pizzaville Aurora  2 -
Marco Ghegin 2G, Daniel LaFlamm
2A, Mady Schaefer 1A, Carter
Hammett, shutout.  1003 Tom &
Jerry's   0.

REP LEAGUE
Tyke - Select A  Newmarket  5.

Aurora  0.  
Tyke - Select A  Aurora  1 -

Jake Wortham 1G, Thomas Guilbert
1A.  Richmond Hill  0.  

Novice AA -  Georgina  3.
Aurora  1 - Charles Huxley 1G,
Tylex Cox 1A, Anton Sopov 1A.   

Novice AA -  Aurora  4 - Anton
Sopov 2G, Todd Cook 1G 1A, Myles
Graham 1G, Tylex Cox 1A, Calum
Ormond 1A, Jack Sutherland 1A,
Michael Crowe 1A.  Stouffville  2.

Novice A - East Gwillimbury
5.   Aurora 1 - Alex Morra 1G, Jake
McMillan 1A.   

Novice A -  Aurora  0.  TNT  0.  
Minor Atom AA -  Aurora  2 -

Ethan Cameron 1G, Jake Adams
1G, Carter Beswick 1A, Ben Barber
1A.  Markham  1.

Minor Atom AE - Barrie   3.
Aurora 2 - James Sproul 1G 1A,
Carson Tidd 1G, James Sproul 1A,
George Worth 1A,   

Minor Atom AE -   Aurora 5 -
James Sproul 1G, Alexander Arcuri
1G, Zachary Grant 1G 1A, Joshua
Torres 1G 1A, Jonathon Gagnon 1G
1A.  Richmond Hill  4. 

Minor Atom AE -  Aurora  3 -
Carson Tidd 1G, Sean Haw 1G,
Carson Klein 1G, Sam MacLeod
1A.  Barrie  3. 

Atom A -   Bradford   2.
Aurora  1 - Spencer Morrison 1G,
Dylan Prescott 1A.   

Atom A -  Aurora  4 - Andrew
Park 1G, Dylan Prescott 1G, Ryan
Cunniam 1G 1A, Sam Ashton 1G
1A, Anthony Iacovetta 2A.  TNT  1.  

Atom A -  Aurora  5 - Anthony
Iacovetta 2G, Matthew McConnell
1G 1A, Adam Wloka 1G, Dylan
Prescott 1G, Blair Crabbe 2A, Ryan
Cunniam 1A, Jack Campbell 1A,
Will Sherman, shutout.  Markham
0.

Minor Peewee AA - Aurora  4 -
Jaedon Jackson 2G, Anthony
Capraro 1G, Julien Aben 1G 1A,
Andrew Jorgensen 1A, Anthony
Magnante 1A, Nicholas Rountes
1A.  Ajax  2.  

Minor Peewee AA -  Aurora  5
- Nicholas Rountes 1G 1A, Jaedon
Jackson 1G 1A, Ty Boisseau 1G,
Julien Aben 1G, Anthony Magnante
1G, Nicholas Rountes 1A,
Sebastian Giorgio 1A, Nicholas
Keller 1A, Riley McGrath 1A,
Matthew Ferry 1A.  Whitby  5.    

Minor Peewee AA -   Whitby  3.
Aurora  0.      

Minor Peewee AA -  Aurora  2
- Nicholas Rountes 1G, Andrew
Jorgensen 1G, Matthew Ferry 1A,
Ty Boisseau 1A, Julien Aben 1A,
Matthew Hollett 1A. Pickering 3.

Minor Peewee AA -  Aurora  1
- Jaedon Jackson 1G, Anthony

Magnante 1A, Nicholas Keller 1A.
Orillia  1. 

Minor Peewee AE -  Aurora  9
-  Lucas Surace 3G, Fin Reeves 1G,
Peter Chimienti 1G 3A, Andrew
Cundari 1G 1A, Nicholas
Vamvakaris 3G 2A, Fin Reeves 1A,
Francesco Scuglia 1A, Max
Lombard 2A, Joseph Grassa 1A,
Mathew Hastings 1A, Anthony
Palmieri, shutout.  Markham   0. 

Minor Peewee AE - Richmond
Hill  5. Aurora  3 - Fin Reeves 1G
1A, Nicholas Vamvakaris 1G, Lucas
Surace 1G, Andrew Cundari 1A.

Minor Peewee AE -  Aurora  4
- Fin Reeves 1G 1A, Andrew
Cundari 1G 2A, Lucas Surace 1G,
Braden Reid 1G, Thomas Morra 1A,
Colin Windle 1A, Joseph Grassa
1A, Anthony Palmieri, shutout. East
Gwillimbury  0.

Peewee AA - Newmarket   5.
Aurora   0.

Peewee AA -  Aurora  6.
Newmarket 4.

Peewee AA - Barrie   3.
Aurora  2.  

Peewee AA - TNT  2.   Aurora
1.

Peewee AE -  Aurora 2 - Ryan
Thornhill 1G, Cameron Dyer 1G,
Hayden Edwards 1A, Troy Lane 1A,
Andrew Sutherland 1A, Eric Pears
1A.  Barrie  2. 

Peewee AE -  Aurora  3 - Jared
Duthie 2G, Cameron Dyer 1G,
Keaton Thompson 2A,  Ryan Lewis
1A,  Eric Pears 1A.  Stouffville   2.

Peewee AE -  Aurora  4 - Jared
Duthie 1G 1A, Hayden Edwards 1G,
Eric Pears 1G 1A, Matthew
Nitsopoulos 1G, Josh Schmitt 1A.
Markham  2.

Minor Bantam A -  Aurora  4 -
Christian Arcuri 2G 1A, Cameron
Zinner 1G 2A,  Connor Downs 1G,
Ryan Coveart 1A,  Alec Magnante
1A,  Matthew Liscio 1A.  Bradford
1.

Minor Bantam AE - Barrie  6.
Aurora  2 - Jack Bryant 2G, Daniel
McConnell 1G,  Thomas Sauer 1A.   

Minor Bantam AE -  Aurora 2 -
Jack Bryant 2G, Jeff McKay 1A,
Spencer White 1A. Richmond Hill
2.

Minor Midget A - Aurora  3 -
Jack Caldwell 1G, Erik Balkovec
1G, Shadoe Storm 1G, Erik
Balkovec 1A, Austin Persaud 2A,
Liam Beresford 1A.  Orillia   1.  

Minor Midget A - Aurora  6 -
Austin Persaud 2G, Liam Beresford
1G 2A, Jack Caldwell 1G, Matthew
Tozer 1G, Zac Cowl 1G, Jordan
Nanos 2A.  East Gwillimbury 2.

Minor Midget A -  Aurora  5 -
Jack Caldwell 2G 1A, Kyle Nice 1G,
Liam Beresford 1G, Erik Balkovec
1G, Jordan Nanos 1A, Liam Coll 1A,
Zac Cowl 1A.  Barrie  5.

Minor Midget A -  Aurora 3 -
Erik Balkovec 2G, Matthew Tozer
1G, Jack Caldwell 2A, Jordan
Nanos 1A, Liam Beresford 1A,
Nathan Sinclair 1A, Austin Persaud
1A.  Newmarket  3. 

Minor Midget AE -
Peterborough  3.   Aurora  0.

Midget AA - Georgina  3.
Aurora  0. 

Midget AA - Georgina  5.
Aurora  2.

Midget A -  Bradford  9.
Aurora  6. 

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca SPORTS
905-727-3300 Week of November 15, 2011theauroran.com

Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association
Results, up to November 13
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Sunday, November 20  2 pm
Paul Neufeld’s Sunday Jazz Sessions
Juno Award-winning pianist Neufeld welcomes special
guest and world-class bassist Rob Clutton. A classic
afternoon of jazz with two longtime collaborators.
Tickets, $15, or $45 for a family of 4

Saturday, November 26  8 pm
The SchoolHOUSE Concert Series presents
“Between the Covers”
Featuring  voice-and-guitar duo Evolution
Specializing in classic melodies, from Paul Simon, Elton
John and Peter Gabriel, to Ray LaMontagne and Norah
Jones. Evelynne Ross and Howard Rabkin present “Great 
versions of great songs.”
SchoolHOUSE Concerts celebrate acoustic-style music in a
casual setting. Imagine listening to great live music in your living
room, and you’ll see what we mean!
Tickets, $15

Tickets available over the phone with a credit card
at 905-713-1818, or in person at the Centre. 

Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, Aurora 
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca    
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca

Fully accessible building - enter by north doors

Tigers win a pair of games at home
By KEVIN MICHIE

Sports-Leisure Reporter

Simcoe-York Group of

Newspapers

Last weekend, the Aurora

Tigers (10-6-4) reeled off two

wins in a row and in the

process moved into a second

place tie with Stouffville in the

Division of the Ontario Junior

Hockey League.

The Stouffville Spirit does

have a game in hand.

Tigers 2-1 victory over the

Orangeville Flyers (9-12-1)

Friday night was due in large

part to the crowd inside the

Aurora Community Centre.

Several teams from the

Aurora Minor Hockey

Association were on hand to

support the Tigers and the club

used that energy to secure their

victory, as nearly 300 swelled

the ranks.

Aurora goaltender Brett

Sinclair said it was great play-

ing in front of a, "bigger crowd

than usual. There were a lot of

little kids running around so that

helped us out."

The energy provided by the

crowd was evident early, as for-

ward Justin Nice scored on a

quick wrap around to give the

Tigers a 1-0 lead, just over two

minutes into the game.

The Tigers were able to

control the pace of play for the

remainder of the period, how-

ever both clubs seemed to set-

tle into more of a defensive

style for the rest of the game.

With Orangeville relying a

Minor Bantam A Tigers
support Aurora Legion

Recently, the Aurora

Tiger Minor Bantam "A"

hockey team lent its support

to the Aurora Legion and its

veterans. 

On Saturday, November

5,  the team sold poppies for

six hours at the Aurora

Superstore and Sobeys gro-

cery stores.

The Tigers impressed

store staff and patrons alike

with their excellent deport-

ment and willingness to give

up their free time on a week-

end to support the Legion.

Tigers followed up their

Saturday efforts with an

impressive performance in

the Aurora  Remembrance

Day parade on Sunday in

which they marched in the

parade, laid a wreath at the

war memorial, and met with

veterans at the Legion.

The Tigers also went to

up to retired and serving vet-

erans to thank them for their

service to the country.

Both the Legion staff and

veterans were very appre-

ciative and impressed with

the Tigers.

Mission accomplished.

Team made enough
noise to win practice

The Aurora Tigers

Novice AE Team attended

the Junior A game at the

Aurora Community Centre

Friday night.

Most of the team attend-

ed the game and made lots

of noise, and won a practice

with the Junior A team.

On Saturday the club

dumped Innisfil 6-1 thanks

to the two-goal effort of

George Rappos, Jr, and

singles by Riley Pearl,

David Iacovetta, Lucas

DePalma, and Nicholas

Petinarelis.

The following day, they

blanked Georgina 4-0, with

Pearl, Ayden Whilby, Jordan

Dimatulac and Rappos

scoring for the winners.

lot on the play of their goal-

tender, Jared Lockhurst, Aurora

Head Coach James Richmond

knew that in order to win the

game, his club needed to force

shots through and pick up

rebounds.

"We knew we weren't going

to fill the net because they're a

well-coached team and they

play a defensive scheme where

everyone collapses in front of

the net," said Richmond. "We

put enough pucks towards the

net and we got some rebounds

and Nice got one and wrapped

it around for a good goal."

Late in the second period,

the Tigers were able to open up

a 2-0 lead after Jeff

MacPherson converted on a

Tigers three on one.

Following the goal,

Orangeville tightened up even

further and the Tigers looked

pressed to sustain any sort of

attack.

The Flyers pulled their

goalie late in the third and man-

aged to get one puck past

Sinclair, to make it 2-1 and spoil

the shutout, however that would

be it for Orangeville.

"Late in the game we started

running around, maybe gripping

our sticks a little too tight," said

Richmond." Sinclair did what he

does on a regular night and just

(stood) up big, kept us in there

and gave us the two points."

The Tigers hosted the

Huntsville Otters Saturday, with

an opportunity to move into a

second place tie in the North.

The crowd in the building

slipped back to where it normal-

ly is...just better than 100.

After trading goals in the

second period, with Taylor

McCloy scoring for Aurora, the

newly acquired Andrew

Goldberg was the hero who

scored twice in the third to put

the Tigers up 3-1.

Goldberg, acquired earlier in

the week from Pickering in

exchange for Dylan Hutton,

said that it felt great to contribute

to the team.

"Coming to this team, sec-

ond game, and getting some

clutch goals for them it feels

great," said Goldberg. "Just to

help the boys out is an honour."

Huntsville would add one

more goal before the end of the

game, however the Tigers were

able to hang on for a 3-2 win.

Aurora now has a few days

off before they play host to the

Markham Waxers on Friday.

The Waxers, no doubt, will

be looking to regain second

place within the division and will

not be looking to fall any further

behind the surging Tigers.

Puck is dropped Friday night

inside the Aurora Community

Centre at 7.30 p.m.

The Tigers will host its 2nd

annual food drive from now until

December 17th.

Patrons are asked to donate

non-perishable food goods at

the ticket office to ensure the

continuance of the Aurora Food

Pantry.

AURORA 2

ORANGEVILLE 1

First Period

A - Justin Nice (unassisted) 2.39

Second Period

A - Jeff MacPherson (McCloy,

Goldberg) 17.23

Third Period

O - Geoff Berzruchko (Capicotto)

1.37

AURORA 3

HUNTSVILLE 2

First Period

No scoring

Second Period

H - Darren Young (Barletta,

Minello) 15.01

A - Taylor McCloy (MacPherson,

Shier) 16.48

Third Period

A - Andrew Goldberg (Purvis) PP 1.52

A - Andrew Goldberg (McCloy)

19.26

H - Richard Stethem (Crnogorac)

19.45
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There’s still time to install your Spa!There’s still time to install your Spa!

7

75 Mary Street, Aurora 
(905) 713-2317 

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

Celebrating our 18th Season

GREAT PRICING ON FLOOR DISPLAY   MODELS Aurora Chamber of

To register please contact the Chamber at 905-727-726
We look forward to 

Coming Ev
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMB
LEARNING EXCHA

Accessibility and Your
Presenter: Jonathan L

Changing Pace
Aurora Chamber of Co

14483 Yonge Street,
Time: 3:30 pm – 5:3

Cost: $20 Members, $3
 

THURSDAY, NOVEM
BUSINESS AFTER

Mary Rourke, Senior In
Advisor - DWM Secur
520 Industrial Parkwa

Suite LL100, Aur
Time: 5:30 pm – 7:3

Cost: Complimen
 

THURSDAY, DECEM
CONFERENCE

BUSINESS INNOVATION IN C
Aurora Cultural Ce

22 Church Street, A
Time: 7:30 am – 3:3
Cost: $75 includes 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEM

BUSINESS AFTER
Hand & Stone Massage an
15480 Bayview Ave., Unit

Time: 5:30 pm – 7:3
Cost: Complimen

 

15783 Yonge St. 
Aurora Auto Campus

1-866-980-8037
www.highlandgm.com

Aurora

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD

WELLINGTON EAST

YO
NG

E 
ST

.

Play Connect & Win for up to $10,000 towards your purchase or lease, 
Or you could win a new 2012 Chevrolet Equinox or GMC Terrain!*

Blog: drivehighlandgm.com
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This Saturday, November 19th, 
please join us in our store 

for some birthday cake and coffee
starting at 11 a.m.!

We will also be featuring 
some throw back pricing 

from 1986 (limit 12 per person) 
until items are sold out.

H u r s t  B a k e r y
15543 Yonge St., Aurora 905.841.0278

You’re Invited!

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

 
 

Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 
G A M 

390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) Gerry Miller 

Managing Partner 
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CALL OR VISIT A CLINIC NEAR    :

Follow us across the web:                www.uweightloss.com                uweightloss.com/facebook                twitter.com/uweightloss                blog.uweightloss.com

U WEIGHT LOSS CLINIC OF AURORA
1 HENDERSON DRIVE 

CALL 905.713.5673 OR EMAIL US AT aurora@uweightloss.com

< GENEVIEVE
LOST 81 LBS

As the year is coming to an end, now is also 
the perfect time to put an end to poor health, 
being overweight, feeling unhappy and self-
conscious and lacking energy and stamina.

*Discount available only with the purchase of a full weight loss, health and lifestyle change program. Discount not applicable to the purchase of U Weight Loss vitamins, supplements and starter pack. Please see U Weight Loss for details.

and learn the 3 KEYS to effective and lasting 
weight loss and how you can start losing the 
weight over the holidays!  

BOOK YOUR FREE
HEALTH & WEIGHT
ANALYSIS TODAY

*

a full personalized and doctor-formulated 
weight loss, health and lifestyle change 
program, designed for your optimal results.

JOIN NOW & RECEIVE

OFFER ENDS DECEMBER 31, 2011
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A & F Hair Elite
In the Aurora Shopping Centre 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3
Tel: 905-727-6212

~Since 1970~

Selected styles 
available 

for children, 
men 
and 

women. 

Enjoy the outdoors 
in a way 

you never knew 
was possible

WATERPROOF
AND

INSULATED
TO

-30˚C

DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES - JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

SHOES
SINCE1970

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre 

www.omarsshoes.com
Proudly serving the Aurora and Newmarket area for 41 years

Stay Warm. 
Dry. 

Comfortable.

Pants Hemmed 
Comforter Laundered

$4.99 and up
Plus HST 

$10 Plus HST 

15504 Yonge St, Unit 2 
Limited time offer - Must present coupon

next to Howard Johnsons

Aurora Yonge St. 

AlterationAlteration
and up

onge St.onge St. 

Cleaners Plus
HAYLEY MAE JONES

Illingworth award
winner named

Aurora youth Hayley Mae
Jones was recently awarded the
prestigious Theatre Aurora
"Illingworth" Award.

She performed in the 2011
production of "The Red Red
Shoes".

Ms. Jones is the third winner
of the award. Others included
Jack Troughton, who appeared
in "Dracula: The Final
Countdown?" and co-winners
Eliza & Julia Vorobiev, for
"Romeo and Juliet". 

The award is given annually
to a participant in one of the
Theatre's youth programs, and
one who demonstrates leader-
ship within the group and makes
a contribution to the community.

Theatre Aurora named the
award for Aurora icon Dick
Illingworth, a long-time supporter
and friend of the Theatre.

Theatre Aurora vice-presi-
dent of Productions, Andrea

Emmerton said Hayley Mae
received the award “for her 
talent, work ethic, commitment to
theatre in general, and 
dedication to Theatre Aurora in 
particular.”

She is a young woman who
took on a leadership role in the
group, led by example and was
always supportive of her fellow
actors.

During rehearsals she asked
all the right questions, accepted
criticism well and came back
ready to work and improve.

In addition to four years of
participating in The Young
Company's productions, she
also volunteered to help with
Front of House duties whenever
she could.

Ms. Jones is now away at
school at the University of
Ottawa, studying History and
Political Science in the French
Immersion co-op program.

Bylaw may affect water pumps
Unless you're training

for the Polar Bear Swim,
chances are you have
closed your pool for the
season; but when you get
ready to open it back up
in the spring you may
have to be mindful of new
noise bylaws pertaining to
water pumps.

New bylaws could be in
the works, if a motion
from Councillor John Abel
gathers steam.

Councillors are set to
discuss his motion calling
for a report on "the impli-
cations of amending the
noise bylaw to regulate
noise emitted by pumps
and filtration systems" at
general committee this
week.

According to Councillor
Abel, a resident had gone
to Aurora's Bylaw depart-
ment to complain about
noise from a pump and
was told there was no
provision under the cur-
rent noise bylaw pertain-
ing to water filtration sys-
tems.

"They then appealed to
me about what could be
done and I said that coun-
cil, if they are aware,
could direct staff to pre-
pare a report and let us
know the options and
costs to implement such a
bylaw," said Councillor
Abel Friday.

"I think in this case the
resident, the neighbour,
knows there is no
enforcement and has
decided based on being a
poor neighbour that they
won't do anything about it.
That is another reason
that if [the bylaw] is there
perhaps the neighbour
would change their mind if

there was some way they
would have to comply."

Councillor Abel also
noted that a delegation on
the matter from a resident
as well as from an individ-
ual called Frank
Westaway, who has expe-
rience in similar noise
bylaw proposals, will be
on hand at this week's
meeting.

"We would have to
either train our staff to be
able to take a decibel
reading and there are
people who can train to
do that," he said. "We are

UPSCALE RESALE
905.841.9555

www.roundtwoboutique.com
linda@roundtwoboutique.com

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N  D E S I G N E R  L A B E L S

   que

15228 Yonge St (back of building) 
Entrance off Temperance St. 
(SW Yonge & Wellington) Aurora

Hours: Tues/Wed 11-5  •  Thurs – 11 - 7  •  Fri – 11 – 7:30  •  Sat – 10 – 5
      OPEN UNTIL 8 PM NOVEMBER 26 for the Santa Claus Parade 

Round Two Consignment Boutique

bringing forward [Mr.
Westaway] who... does
training for other munici-
palities. He will give us
our options on how to do
it. We could hire a com-

pany such as his to do it
on a per call basis or we
can train the staff and
buy the equipment and do
it and that cost will be
borne out in the report."

Plenty to do
at Hillary
House
December 4

Members of the Aurora
Historical Society wil l
offer again this year one
of their favourite events.
Hil lary House wil l be
beautifully decorated by
members of the Aurora
Garden & Horticultural
Society. AHS members
will have the fires glowing
in the fireplace, the smell
of mulled cider will fill the
air and the sound of
familiar carols wil l  be
heard.

There will be crafts for
children, refreshments
and maybe even a visit
from Santa Claus from 1
p.m to 4 p.m. on Sunday,
December 4

Admission is $5 for
adults and $3 for children.

Hillary House is locat-
ed at 15372 Yonge Street,
just south of Aurora
Heights Drive.

Aurora residents could
be facing a tax increase of
6.20 per cent if Town Staff
get the budget they want. 

The proposed 2012 tax
hike was presented to
councillors and the public
at a special general com-
mittee meeting last
Monday by Aurora treas-
urer Dan Elliott.

If passed without fur-
ther revisions over the
next several weeks of
budget meetings, the 6.20
per cent spike on the
Town's portion of tax
would cost taxpayers
$5.60 per month for a
home assessed at
$300,000 or $67.25 annu-
ally. 

Combined with the esti-
mated tax pressures from
York Region and local
school boards, the weight-
ed combined rate pres-
sure on taxpayers could
come in at 3.43 per cent
tax rate increase with a
$9.03 monthly impact on
average homeowners and
$108.36 annually. 

According to Mr. Elliott
in his presentation, a
number of budget pres-
sures factored into arriv-
ing at this number includ-
ing the objective to identi-
fy "needs versus wants",
meeting the needs of

growth while not diminish-
ing public service capacity
at the municipal level, and
the phasing in of the new
Central York Fire crew.

The usual suspects of
infrastructure replacement
funding and an increased
request in financing from
the Aurora Public Library
Board also played a part,
as well as the shifting of
water used for tax sup-
ported services off the
water rate and onto the
tax bill. 

The global economic
climate has also been a
factor in arriving at 6.20,
Mr. Elliott said, resulting in
a reduction of investment
income into Town coffers.
So too has the changing
climate at Town Hall. 

"With the economy and
the global issues of what's
happening in Greece and
the European Union, we
have got to reduce our
investment income out-
look, so that is almost half
a point," he said. "We
have a reduction in our
natural gapping for staff.
We have people staying
around here longer and
it's perhaps two issues -
one is the economy so
there are fewer opportuni-
ties for people to leave
and I like to think [this] is

actually getting to be a
better place to work.
People are enjoying being
here and aren't looking for
those other opportunities
quite as much."

Tax pressure resulting
from the increased cost of
fire services comes in
three components.

The first is a $229,800
increase in Aurora's share
of the fire budget with
Newmarket attributed in
part to increased calls in
Town, a year over year
budget increase, and a
"planned reduced draw
from the Stabilization
Reserve" to phase in the
new fire crew.

All this resulted in a net
impact of $770,000 or 
a 2.56 per cent rate pres-
sure. 

Overall, the various
factors that played into
the tax rate pressures
resulted in a net budget
deficit of 8.16 per cent,
but this number is offset
by projected new tax 
revenue.

"During the course of
2012, new construction
and other development
activities have resulted in
new assessment being
added to the community,"
said Mr. Elliott in his
report. "This new growth

represents an estimated
2.0 per cent growth in tax
revenues, or $589,200, to
the Town for 2012. This
growth does not stem from
the phase-in of reassess-
ment adjustments for indi-
vidual properties."

According to Mr.
Elliott's report, an addi-
tional item resulting in the
proposed 6.20 per cent
tax increase is a decreas-
ing amount of revenue
coming in from growth in
the assessment base.

This, he noted, grew by
only two per cent for the
year down from 2.7 from
last year's budget, a rate
lagging behind several
other York Region munici-
palities. 

Among the new items
proposed in the 2012
budget that councillors will
review in their public con-
sultation sessions in
upcoming weeks include
new full-year positions at
Town Hall that were only
budgeted for part of the
year in the 2011 budget,
one new contract position
and two one year contract
extensions to existing
Town positions, 1.42 per
cent tax rate pressure
arising from a proposed
increase in contributions
to municipal capital. 

Residents face 6.20% tax increase
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Bowling Kid’s Club
Sunday November 20th

11:00 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
Ages 5 to 12+

Includes: 
Games, Stories, Faith 

& Bible Lessson 
Bowling, Pizza & Drinks 

No Cost

Gateway Lanes 

CARE WHEN I NEED IT

15055 Yonge St., Aurora

905-727-2952Visit us online at www.chartwellreit.ca

Park Place Manor
Retirement Residence

“I’m relaxed because everything
I need is right here. Plus, there’s always

someone available if I need help.”

Understanding is the key 
to providing a level of care

that’s hard to match.

Our experience with seniors has
taught us to anticipate their
wants, needs and concerns. This
commitment to care eliminates
stress, and makes life more
enjoyable.

The cast for “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” being presented by Theatre Aurora, is shown here. In

the front row is, left to right, Manuele Mizzi as Schroeder; Sonya Grundy as Lucy and Andrew Mazzolin

as Snoopy. In the second row is David Ing as Linus, Tammy Frederick as Sally, and Jordan Sharp as

Charlie Brown. Tickets are now on sale.

"Charlie Brown" opening night approaches
Theatre Aurora's third

production of the 2011-12
season, "You're A Good
Man, Charlie Brown", opens
November 25 at the
Theatre, 150 Henderson
Drive, Aurora.

The cast for the 1967
Clark Gesner musical-com-
edy includes Jordan Sharp
playing Charlie Brown,
Sonya Grundy as Lucy,

Andrew Mazzolin in the role
of Snoopy, Tammy
Frederick as Sally, David
Ing playing Linus and
Manuele Mizzi as
Schroeder.

The production is direct-
ed by Bob Riddell, with
musical direction by Lorne
Darraugh.

The producer is Jo-anne
Spitzer, Aurora's current

Citizen of the Year.
"Opening night will

include a couple of special
touches" said Andrew
Kipfer, the Theatre's
Marketing and
Communications Director.
"We'll be announcing those
next week."  

The show runs selected
dates between November
25 and December 10.

Visit the Theatre's web-
site for more details at
www.theatreaurora.com.

Tickets are available
through the Theatre's web-
site, at the box office 
by calling 905-727-3669, 
or by email at taboxof-
fice@bellnet.ca.

And of course, you can
always buy tickets in person.

In addition, there is a
special children's price for
the December 4 matinee;
$10 for children 13 and
under.

Suspect is arrested
after store loses cash

Investigators with the
York Regional Hold-Up
Unit have arrested a sus-
pect in connection with a
convenience store rob-
bery and a commercial
break and enter.

On Friday, October 14,
police were called to a
commercial break and
enter at the Saturday
Afternoon store, located
at 15240 Yonge Street in
Aurora.

The suspect had taken
an undisclosed amount of
cash from the register
and fled the scene.

No one was in the
store during the offence. 

A week later at about
5.50 p.m., a male suspect
entered the Rexall

Pharmacy, located at
8200 Bayview Avenue, in
the Town of Markham and
approached a store
employee.

The suspect made a
demand for prescription
medication and the victim
complied.

The suspect then fled
the scene.

A day later at about
10.15 a.m., the suspect
was arrested without inci-
dent in the area of
Bayview Avenue and
Major MacKenzie Drive in
the Town of Richmond
Hill.

Charged is Jason
Michael Murchison, 26, of
Richmond Hill

He is facing 10

charges ranging from rob-
bery with an offensive
weapon to dangerous
driving.

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?

Expecting a baby

at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/

Professional?

A Civic minded

Business interested 

in sponsoring 

Welcome Wagon?

Please call
1-866-873-9913

✁

✁

Offer Expires January 31, 2012

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3434$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 42 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE
Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm



THE AURORAN, Week of November 15, 2011 - 17

Taking part in the successful 16th annual Christmas Fair and Craft Sale were the

president of Our Lady of Grace Catholic Womens League Caroline Berryman, cen-

tre front row, with student volunteers Siobhan Graham, front row, left, Rachel

Wood, front row, right, and Nathaniel Holmes, Peter McKerracher, Brayden Speight

and Adam Petrissu, left to right in the second row. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Budget could be cut
if two items deferred

Councillors could quickly
knock the proposed 6.20 per
cent tax hike for the 2012 budg-
et for the Town's portion of the
tax rate down to 4.90 per cent if
two individual items in the budg-
et are deferred for a year or two,
according to Town Treasurer
Dan Elliott.

In his presentation of the
Draft 2012 Budget last Monday
night, Mr. Elliott said delaying
projects relating to a contribu-
tion to a fund to cut down and
replace ash trees killed by the
emerald ash borer, and the
shifting water for tax supported
services off the individual water
rate and onto the Town tax rate
could significantly lower budget
pressures. 

If these items are bounced
into the 2013 or 2014 budget,
the tax increase combined with
the Region of York's estimated
tax rate pressure could total
2.99 per cent, meaning a tax-
payer owning a home assessed
at $300,000 would pay an addi-
tional $7.87 per month or
$94.46 annually.

The costly phase-in of the
additional Central York Fire
Services crew over the past few
years will be completed in the
2013 budget, Mr. Elliott rea-
soned, allowing more room for
these two items which he
deemed not to be time sensi-
tive, to be integrated as a tax
pressure in the following year.

The shift of water costs from
the water rate to the tax rate has
been a source of significant dis-
cussion around the council table
and promises to be a hotly
debated topic during the 2012
budget deliberations.

In his report Monday, Mr.
Elliott said staff have reviewed

the water situation and "a signif-
icant reduction in the overall
charge to water from the tax
budget is being proposed."

"A total of $293,000 previ-
ously charged to water is no
longer supported by staff," he
said in his report. "In addition,
water used by our Parks
Operations group for field irriga-
tion and winter ice making was
previously not billed to the tax
operating budget. This amount
has been determined to be
$116,000.

"The total of these changes
results in a $409,000 increase
in tax funding required and
results in a tax rate pressure of
1.36 per cent. A corresponding
savings occurs in the water
budget."

Speaking to councillors dur-
ing the opening budget meet-
ing, Mr. Elliott said that while he
believed 6.20 was the "right
budget for this council to consid-
er", he suggested leaving the
water matter to stay as it is for
now. 

"It has been there for a num-
ber of years and we can defer
that and move it over at a future
time," he said. 

Councillor Evelyn Buck, who
has advocated for the change,
said she was looking forward to
seeing the details of a future
water rate budget as the infor-
mation was not there on what
the impact each option would
have on the water rates in the
end, considering it is unclear
what the Region's future water
charge will be. 

"I think that will be a key to
the public's understanding," she
said.

Over recent months,
Councillor Buck has argued that

water for tax supported services
should be moved to the tax rate
as not everyone in Town pays a
water bill, yet bears the brunt for
these costs. Taxpayers, Mr.
Elliot said, will be paying for the
water one way or the other, but
said a future presentation will
cover the "teeter totter" effect of
the change.

The "true costs" of the water
were reflected in his report, he
said, and the draft budget
shows them "being proposed to
be paying by the tax because
they rightfully ought to be paid
for on the tax side”.

"We've confirmed all of our
water metres are being billed to
the parks or the recreation oper-
ations or the facility operations
and the only places where we
don't have metres are on certain
irrigation fields and there are a
couple of outlets that are mak-
ing temporary outdoor ice," Mr.
Elliott told The Auroran on
Friday. "We have identified
those locations and worked with
parks to come up with estimates
of how much water they use. 

"We want to try to get three-
quarters of an inch of water on
the soccer field every week
[and] we determined an esti-
mated water use per season for
those facilities and, added up,
the value of that water at full
charge is $116,000. Some were
thinking that we weren't billing
any of our facilities for water
use, but indeed we have been
so the taxpayer has been prop-
erly paying those water costs.
This unbilled portion that we
were using for parks operations
was being recovered in the user
rates for water as if it was lost
water in transmission and so we
will be correcting that this year."Public fails to show up

at town’s budget meet
Last Monday's Budget

Overview Meeting at Town
Hall was also billed as a
forum for public consulta-
tion, but that second act
never came to fruition as the
number of residents coming
to the podium that night was
a grand total of zero. 

This lack of public partic-
ipation at the initial meeting
did not escape the attention
of councillors who lamented
the perceived lack of gener-
al interest in the proceed-
ings.

"Every year we talk and
we talk about providing the
public with an opportunity to
participate," said Councillor
Evelyn Buck. "The public
clearly isn't interested in
participating in this process,
so I don't know why we keep
talking about it - it is not
going to happen and it never
happens.

"Occasionally we get
three or four people coming
in with a particular project
that they want [support] but
we never get public partici-
pation. We're asked to do a
job, and that's what they
elected us to do."

Councillor Paul Pirri too
said it was a "shame" that
nobody came forward to
participate in the meeting
and said the lack of partici-
pation was almost anom-

alous compared with other
municipalities.

"There are others around
us who have wonderful pub-
lic engagement on budget
issues," said Councillor
Pirri. "I don't think it is matter
of stopping [public participa-
tion] altogether, but I think
we need to look at how
we're doing it because I'd
love to see more people out.
It is looking at how we're
doing it, not stopping it, and
I think we need to re-evalu-
ate how we're getting our
engagement."

Had members of the pub-
lic turned out to the meeting,
in addition to learning how
their tax bills could be on an
upward swing in 2012, they
could have also heard on
how their tax dollars are put
to work.

In a presentation to com-
mittee, Aurora CAO Neil
Garbe said using in-house
legal counsel rather than
retaining outside advice
saves taxpayers $2.5 million
annually.

This in-house legal coun-
sel and the legal services
team reviewed over 100,000
documents over the course
of 2011 so far and "assisted
in defending from payment
of $3.5 billion in claims,
enough to build three senior
baseball diamonds."

Administrative staff
answer over 140,000 live
calls per year "asking to
have quacking ducks ticket-
ed, if we receive NASA flight
path schedule, [and] to have
us remove chipmunks from
a front stoop for fear they
were trying to kill the resi-
dent."

Planning staff are also
overseeing applications that
could result in 1,900 resi-
dential units in town bringing
in an estimated 5,341 resi-
dents which Mr. Garbe
noted "was Aurora's total
population in 1958."

Maintaining Aurora's
infrastructure played a sig-
nificant part in using tax dol-
lars, he continued, noting
that the average plow truck
will head out to clear roads
up to 50 times per winter. 

"We maintain about 185
kilometres of sidewalk
which if stretched out would
get you from Aurora to
Buffalo," he said. "We use
about 3,600 tons of sand
per year on the roads or the
equivalent of 185 kilograms
per household. We collect
about 19,00 tons of solid
waste, green bin and recy-
clable material per year or
900 kilograms per house-
hold per year or about 17
kilograms per household
per week." 



T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

Visit our showroom in Aurora at: 
305 Industrial Pkwy. South, Units 7 & 8    905-726-1557

Multifunctional 
Copiers •  Printers • Scanners 
Fax  • Duplicators • Shredders

Authorized dealer of:
Sales • Leasing • Service 

Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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Neighborhood Network held its 2nd Annual Food Drive

for the Aurora Food Pantry at various Aurora super-

markets Saturday, and spent time at Sobey’s on

Bayviuew Avenue. In the photo are, left to right,

Matthew  Derouin, Store Operator at Sobey’s, Heather

Hamilton, Shanee Labaniego, Aurora Mayor Geoffrey

Dawe, and Charlene Fernandes.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Residents develop app for diabetes
Not content with the

iPhone apps available to
help her manage her dia-
betes, Jennifer McAfee and
her husband Luke Galea,
set out to build one that
was right for her. 

Ms. McAfee said their
app, the D Sharp, was
inspired by the Aurora cou-
ple's personal family story.
Ms. McAfee has type 1 dia-
betes, a disease which runs
in her family.

Her father died in 2005
from what she described as
a diabetes-related heart
attack.

While pregnant with her
first child, a son, she had to
closely monitor her blood
sugar in a paper log book.

"It was really tedious and
time consuming and when it
came to a second pregnan-
cy, I thought there must be
a better way to do this,
there must be an app out
there," said Ms. McAfee,
who is expecting her sec-
ond child in February. 

"I have an iPhone and I
looked out there and while
there are definitely things
out there nothing suited
me. I asked my doctor and
diabetes educator and they
couldn't really recommend
anything. As this was hap-
pening, my husband, a soft-
ware developer, wanted to

learn some new develop-
ment languages in technol-
ogy [and I suggested] writ-
ing me a diabetes manage-
ment app."

Originally the app start-
ed as something for her
own use, but while the cou-
ple did more research and
practiced using it, they real-
ized it could be beneficial
for other people living with
diabetes.

From April to August of
this year they fine tuned the
app, making sure it could
be used by people with all
types of diabetes, and
would work with different
ways of measuring blood
glucose.

What sets D Sharp apart
from the other apps, she
said, is that it is customiz-
able.

"During the sign up
process, we use [the per-
sonalized] information so
that your interface is differ-
ent," she said. "Type 2s
often have a different way
of managing medication
and insulin versus type 1.
The interface should be
very easy to use compared
to some of the other ones
which are very cumber-
some and often just for type
2s.

"Another thing is you can
use this app on any network

device. Most apps are
developed for one type of
device like iPhone or
android. Because ours is
web based, you can use it
on any network device like
your computer, your smart
phone, or your tablet and
you can go in between
them because the informa-
tion is not stored directly on
the device."

Many app users, she
added, often simply down-
load apps and don't bother
to use them - or at least
lose interest in them after a
while, so D Sharp offers
their products to individuals
with additional supports
including weekly update
reports with trends and
analyses of how the user is
managing their diabetes.

"We felt that would be a
bit of a game changer," she
said. 

The D Sharp subscrip-
tion service starts out with
a free trial and is followed
by a monthly subscription
fee of $2.99. Since the app
has been available online
since September, the users
so far have provided feed-
back.

Users generally like the
app, she said and like the
fact it can be accessed
from any device, but it will
be a constantly evolving
piece of software.

"Some of the things we
want to implement for the
future is a full nutritional
database to make it easier
for people to look up that
sort of information," she
said. "Right now we don't
have it but we feel that
would be a real benefit,
especially for people with
type two. In the future we
would love to be able to
sync with a piece of hard-
ware like a Glucometer.
Right now it is all manual
entry but in the future it
would be great to partner
with a company.

"The other angle would
be to partner with a doctor
or researcher to really get
their input. I know a lot of
doctors and patients have
their own unique needs and
to be able to build that with
them would be great for
both of us."

For more information 
on D Sharp, visit
www.dsharpdiabetes.com.

JOB SEEKERS
Our services are at no cost to you!

Career Counselling
Job Search Training
Skills Assessment
Employer Financial 

    Incentives for 
    Training & Placement

Guest Speakers
Information and Resources

www.rncemploymentservices.ca
222 Wellington St. E., Main Floor, Aurora  905-727-3777

This Employment Ontario service is 
funded in part by the government of Canada

Employment ServicesRNC
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December 3
Sat. & Sun. 

(2 Weekends)
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If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?

Expecting a baby

at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/

Professional?

A Civic minded

Business interested 

in sponsoring 

Welcome Wagon?

Please call
1-866-873-9913

“DON’T GET CAUGHT 
WITH YOUR 

BUMPER DRAGGING”

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR YORK SPRING & RADIATOR 
Come to 

FOR ALL YOUR 
SUSPENSION NEEDS

Extra leaves, shocks, coil springs & struts 
Cars, Trucks & Trailers

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  727-3121905

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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The Coyotes, a local band shown here, launched
their first CD Friday night at Sgt. Peppers in the
Wal-Mart Plaza, Aurora. Sgt. Peppers was filled to
capacity for the party. The CD is titled "Out of the
Woods". In the photo, left to right, are Eric Mattila,
Mark LaVigne, Burke Cullen and Peter 
Paolucci - the four Coyotes. 

On the right is Braedon Garret who sometimes
plays with them, but more important, he is respon-
sible for recording and digitally mastering the CD
in his recording studio which is located in Aurora.
The Coyotes were formed on February 1, 2007 and
play at many local Aurora events.  You can learn
more about them at www.thecoyotes.ca.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Farmer’s Market a success
this year, chairperson says

After wrapping up the

Aurora Farmers' Market for

another season at the end

of last month, market

organizers are looking

back on what they see as

their "most successful sea-

son to date."

The comments were

made by Anna Kroeplin,

Chair of the Aurora

Farmers' Market and

Artisan Fair at last

Tuesday's council meet-

ing.

Ms. Kroeplin said their

success was measured

not only with a "record

number of sell-out days"

for vendors, but also from

the large number of

crowds turning out to Wells

Street every Saturday for

the market experience,

from farther and farther

afield.

The success of the

2011 season, she added,

allowed the Aurora

Farmers' Market and

Artisan Fair to make a

number of contributions in

areas as varied as com-

munity, education, local

businesses, and other

community groups.

"This year we intro-

duced a new system to our

vendors - high school vol-

unteers," she said. "These

students showed up in the

wee hours to help vendors

unload and set up their

booths. They stayed on

site as our teen helpers so

that the vendors could

approach them at any time

to help out. There were

536 community volunteer

hours earned by 14 stu-

dents."

The Farmers' Market

also showcased local stu-

dent talent throughout the

season and provided hon-

orariums for their work.

They also encouraged

the talents of younger

artists by inviting elemen-

tary school students to

design a new logo for the

market and fair - with the

group receiving submis-

sions from the entire 

Grade 3 class of Holy

Spirit Catholic School.

The educational ele-

ment, she added, was not

limited just to students but

also to shoppers and regu-

lar market patrons through

weekly cooking demon-

strations at the event. 

"We had a featured

farmer each week show-

casing their produce with

our onsite chef to show

residents how to cook okra

and all sorts of excellent,

tantalizing fare," said Ms.

Kroeplin. "We also pre-

sented free children's pro-

grams. I find there are a lot

of times when there aren't

many opportunities for

children to express them-

selves through art so we

introduced a lot of media

and gave them the oppor-

tunity."

Local businesses also

received a boost from the

Market through their spon-

sorship programs, raffling

off baskets of local vendor

products, and getting the

word out beyond York

Region. 

"We conducted a survey

to find out how far cus-

tomers had travelled, how

much they spent, and what

they came to buy," she

added, noting she had per-

sonally documented visi-

tors from Toronto,

Brampton, and Cambridge

at the event. "The results

were very encouraging and

will be provided at our pub-

lic AGM in February. 

"Our non-special events

allowed us to showcase

our local talent. From rock

bands to jazz quartets,

from children's entertain-

ment to approved

buskers... we are proud

that our market was fea-

tured in the Toronto Star

this year as the top five

markets to visit. The week-

ly coverage [locally] kept

our market fresh in the res-

idents' minds as a fun fam-

ily outing. We are hon-

oured to be part of what

makes Aurora special to its

residents and its visitors. 

"This year we found the

market was an attraction

that many Ontarians had to

visit and even developers

are now recognizing and

promoting it as an integral

part of the charm that is

Aurora."

At last Tuesday's meet-

ing, Councillor Sandra

Humfryes, who has acted

as Council Liaison with the

Farmers' Market said it

was an honour to be

involved with the group in a

support capacity and her-

alded the "tremendous"

work of the volunteers. 

The Aurora Farmers’

Market board will be 

delegating to general 

committee this week on

various matters pertaining

to the Aurora Farmers'

Market operations, includ-

ing revoking the existing

Aurora Farmers' Market

bylaw and forming a formal

process to appoint council

representation on the

Aurora Farmers' Market

executive. 



CLEANING LADY for
home in Aurora.
References. 905-503-
2877.
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Thank you to our videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey
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THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Watch community just posted

Watch for new community videos each week. If you have an upcoming event and would 
like it covered by theauroran.com please have your event co-ordinator email cynthia@auroran.com

for upcoming events
on our outstanding...

EVENT

Go to the site using your smartphone. Here’s how:
1. On your  ‘Smart Phone’  browser go to getscanlife.com and download the free application
Scanlife.com reader (or any app you prefer) onto your phone.
2. Press the download button when the site auto-detects your device. 
3. The app will be downloaded to your phone.
Click on the ScanLife icon to scan QR codes or barcodes.

“Our Town”
with 

 

Shows from the Market 

  Alison Collins-Mrakas –THURSDAY nights at 7 p.m.
 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to www.theauroran.com click “Events”

If you don’t have a smart phone, go to 
www.theauroran.com –click on the video –to go to TVA

Alison 

• SPORT AURORA AWARDS 
• OJHL Highlights
•  Soupfest 2011 • Aurora Artist Studio Tour/11
•  Salvation Army - Ground Breaking Ceremony
•  OJHL - Aurora vs Markham 
 

Collins-Mrakas

www.aurorafarmersmarket.tv

& much more... go to www.theauroran.com

K.O. Creations 
Cocoa Cannelle 
Chef: Mr. Spinners 
Chef: Pascal
Jans Country Pantry
FERRET GIRL -Colin Haskin

This week’s 

Mayor Dawe

Special 
Guest

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

905-841-8949  
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S  

Top quality 
guaranteed

PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 1,000,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each year!

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

For all your household needs. 
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN
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(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

� BUSINESS SERVICES
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Online Store 
available for 
nutritional products.
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FROM
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For your free 
information kit

1 877 287 9046

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket and area 

over 15 years –INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

SAVE           
Limited time Mail-in Rebate Offer

Solving water problems since 1925

For more information call: 
905-713-6326

FREE WATER TESTING

Water Treatment your whole family 
will benefit from!

UP
 TO 300$

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

NORDHEIMER UPRIGHT
cabinet grand piano, 
with original stool. 
$580. Please email
bob@auroran.com. 

�HELP WANTED� CONDO FOR RENT

FOR SALE

FT. MYERS BEACH
FLORIDA. Rent for 3 weeks
in January, get one 
week free. 416-720-1755.
www.captainsbay.com. 

50% OFF

$5 OFF

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

ANY SERVICE WITH
$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

$5 OFF

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 
905-841-6969

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

✄

RECE$$ION BU$TER

aurora
farmers
market

.TV
See what 

you’ve been missing 
at the Farmers

Market. 
Lots of fresh 

produce, 
products, 

home baking, 
and 

good cooking 
going on. 

Here are our 
individual 

video segments 
so far:

Mr. Spinners’ (aka
Melvin Laidlaw) cook-
ing program is a series

of six shows 

“ORGANIC CREPES” 
by French Chef Pascal 

Cocoa Cannelle - a
taste of France 

Jan’s Country Pantry
coffee and all kinds of
jams, sandwiches etc.

K.O. Creations - party
dresses for your teddy

or Build-a-Bear

FERRET GIRL
ByColin Haskin 

Over the winter months,
November 26 10 - 2 pm,
January, February and
March the AFM will be
in the Cultural Centre

in Aurora 
one day each month. 

VIDEOGRAPHER to
film community events
in and around Aurora.
By appointment only.
Call 905-751-6013.

NANNY/BABY SITTER needed immediately from Mon.
to Fri. No weekends. Temporary service–not live-in.
Good English communication skills preferred. $800/wk .
Interested applicant send your email Sarak:
sa.antikoll@gmail.com

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

• Customized Services • Same Professional 
 and Reliable Staff • Insured & Bonded

~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call or email for an in-home consultation 
loliver@rogers.com

The Town of Aurora passed a Council resolution earlier this year that would have
allowed them to seek to recover the $55,000+ of public money spent in former
mayor Phyllis Morris' defamation suit against three local bloggers, among others,
if she had been successful. 

Now that Ms. Morris has dropped the suit, 
should the Town still seek to recover the money? 

NEW POLL
VOTE

Please participate in our POLL 
go to www.theauroran.com - scroll to the 
bottom right side of the home page to... 

86 %RE
SU

LT
S

AS
 O

F 
NO

V.
 3

/1
1 YES, it was a misuse       

of Public money

13 %
NO, It would cost more      

money to persue it

0%
UNSURE

(51) (8)

.55.44

(0)

�

OFFICE SPACE  FOR RENT�

REAL ESTATE�

LEAF RAKING, LEAF MULCHING, eavestrough 
cleaning, tree trimming, and tree removal. 30 years expe-
rience. Serving York Simcoe. Call Roy 705-896-5211

2004 SILVER CHEVY 
SILVERADO, 75,000 KM,
4X4  ex tended  cab,
$11,000.  Call Shane at 
416-305-5288.

AURORA! YONGE ST! OFFICE SPACE(S)!
Yonge Street, quality leasehold improved! Move in condition!
Ceiling to floor windows - Loads of sunlight! Neutral modern 
decor! Transit at the door! 45 parking spots! Management on 
site! 825 SF / 1030 SF / 2060 SF available! $14.00/SF+TMI

Contact L H Lind Realty Ltd Brokerage 416-410-8223 ext 228

tkwok@trebent.com

Thomas Kwok
Broker

905-889-2200
Dir: 416-399-2128

Bayview Realty Inc., Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated

801 STONEHAVEN AVE., NEWMARKET 
Bayview/Mulock

$439,900
Asking 

SOLD

Detached 4 bedroom, 3 bath, double
garage. Prestigious Newmarket 
location. 

CAT MISSING

$200 REWARD
BAZYL has been missing from November 2, male 
with brown/tan and spots wearing a GREEN COLLAR
with an engraved phone number and name BAZYL. 
 If you see him, PLEASE call: 

905 773-3418 or 416-725-4499
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Council agrees on software system
Aurora's Town assets, includ-

ing buildings, infrastructure, and
equipment could be soon man-
aged with a new, efficient soft-
ware system.

Councillors approved a rec-
ommendation from Town staff to
obtain the Work and Asset
Management System (WAMS)
software and purchase techni-
cal implementation services
from The Createch Group to the
tune of $444,610.80, despite
Councillor Evelyn Buck's sug-
gestion that the item be deferred
so newer councillors can better
acquaint themselves with the
project.

Funding for the asset man-
agement system has been
approved in the last three con-
secutive budgets intending to
"assist in the planning, manage-
ment and administrative func-
tions that are essential for the
successful maintenance and
management of Town assets,"
according to a report by Ilmar
Simanovskis, Aurora's Director
of Infrastructure, who added the
project is within budget.

According to Mr.
Simanovskis, the new software,
once implemented, will be uti-
lized by Town departments
across the board for managing
assets, work orders, and gener-
ally make the daily tasks of Town
staff easier.

"It will improve our decision-
making capabilities resulting in
greater benefits to the communi-
ty, and a more cost effective way

of doing business," he said in his
report. "The proposal submitted
by The Createch Group is bal-
anced, reasonable, timely, and
within a budget that is commen-
surate with the scope of the
work provided. [Createch] has
successfully completed similar
assignments of this nature for
other various organizations."

After some discussion at the
previous week's general com-
mittee meeting, last Tuesday's
Council also saw the merits of
the project debated at the table,
with Councillor Evelyn Buck tak-
ing the opposing view.

Asking for councillors to
reconsider the motion, she said
there was more information that
needed to be obtained before
going forward.

"It is a project that was to be
discussed in 2009 and this
council has not been involved in
that discussion until this time.
$440,000 is a very substantial
amount of money to be spend-
ing without the full awareness of
all the implications and the sig-
nificance of this plan."

Keeping in mind provincial
legislation on the inventory of
municipal assets, Councillor
Buck said the item on the table
should have been one of the
items included in the orientation
session for the incoming council
near the start of its term last year
so they were up to speed on the
project's progress.

"We're going into budget dis-
cussions and [we should] defer

this decision for a further oppor-
tunity for more in-depth back-
ground of what has been done
and what has led up to this rec-
ommendation...It's not simply a
matter of the value of computers
on our corporate business, it is a
matter of councillors fully under-
standing what has gone on
before."

Others at the table, however,
countered there had been
enough information including
reports brought before this
council during the previous
budget session to make an
informed decision. Councillor
Paul Pirri, for instance, said he

was in favour of the project as it
would allow staff to keep effi-
cient tabs on Town assets,
including needed maintenance,
and would pay off in the end.

"This allows us to have staff
come to us with a very educat-
ed way of spending the taxpay-
ers' money," said Councillor
Pirri.

Councillor Chris Ballard also
expressed his support for the
project and said adequate dis-
cussions and debate have sur-
rounded the asset manage-
ment system to warrant pro-
ceeding as recommended.

"I recall exhaustive reports

coming before us and reading
them thoroughly," he said. "We
have had extensive discussion
around this table on it numerous
times. We're talking about a half-
billion dollars in assets to man-
age. You can't do that with a sim-
ple computer and an excel
spreadsheet anymore. You
haven't for many years. This is
one way of protecting the Town's
assets and therefore the taxpay-
ers' assets and it has been
proven time and again with
organizations that adopt this
type of program that it more
than returns on its investment."

From Councillor John Abel's

perspective, maintaining regular
maintenance schedules that
would go hand in hand with the
asset management system
would provide an important
service to the community, in
contrast to other jurisdictions.

"We hear that the Region is
struggling in huge deficits in
infrastructure so I would like our
community to have the best
tools to maintain and be on top
of our assets and not run into a
critical phase," said Councillor
Abel. "That is why I think this is a
very important software pack-
age. It is a lot of money but it is
protecting a lot of our assets."

Old location soon
to be new condos

It’s time to get in on the
GTA’s newest address on
Yonge Street in Aurora.

Centro Condos, a contem-
porary condominium by
Kaitlin Group reminiscent of a
fine hotel, is currently being
previewed by appointment to
registered homebuyers prior
to grand opening on January
14 next year.

“When you live at Centro
Condos, you’ll feel like you’re
at the centre of it all,” said
Kaitlin Group vice-president
Gary Daniell. “Every amenity
and attraction you can imag-
ine revolves around this
address, from the GO train,
shops, restaurants and golf
courses, to sports fields,
community centres and walk-
ing trails.”

Now in the pre-construc-
tion phase at the intersection
of Yonge and Centre (one
block north of Wellington) in
Aurora, Centro Condos is a
six-storey building boasting a
modern, classic style of archi-
tecture that is both sophisti-
cated and inviting.

The one bedroom, one
bedroom plus den, two bed-
room and two bedroom plus
den suites range from 589 to
1,552 square feet in size.

Highlights include 10-foot
ceilings and eight-foot interior
doors on the second, third
and penthouse floors, with
nine-foot ceilings and seven-
foot interior doors on floors
four and five.

Interior finish packages
are available in four co-ordi-
nated colour choices featur-

ing four-inch engineered
hardwood flooring through-
out, with marble tile in the
main bathroom.

From small details, like the
under-cabinet lighting and
valance in the kitchen and
frameless glass showers, to
high-end finishes like the
granite and quartz counter-
tops and upgraded stainless
steel appliances, each suite
is smart, chic and happening,
said Daniell.

“This will be a standout
building in a standout loca-
tion,” he said.

The luxury of Centro
Condos begins in the lobby
where guests are greeted by
tall ceilings, backlit quartz
and etched mirrored glass,
and a dramatic sculptural
wood feature wall that
anchors the concierge desk.

A contemporary staircase
leads to a second floor party
room with a marble fireplace,
along with a fully outfitted
exercise area complete with a
yoga studio and the latest in
aerobic and cardio equip-
ment.

Additional ‘green living’
features include individually
metered utilities to encourage
energy and water conserva-
tion; low-e thermopane win-
dows; tri-sorter garbage
chute system for waste, recy-
cling and organics; Energy
Star® appliances; program-
mable thermostats; and, a
bicycle storage area.

“This is simply one of the
best opportunities to live on
Yonge,” said Daniell.
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• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

JERRY COLLINS OWNER/OPERATOR

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

Ba
yv

ie
w

 A
ve

Yo
ng

e 
St

.

M
ur

ra
y 

D
r.

Ba
th

ur
st

 S
t.

In
du

st
ria

l P
kw

y S
.

Wellington St. E.

Wellington St. W

Bayview Ave

Henderson Dr.

14760 Yonge St., Unit 4, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7H8 • 905-726-1588

AKITA SUSHI

GRAND OPENING
ALL YOU CAN EAT from now until 

end of this year. 
Dine In/Take Out

Mon - Sat 11am -11pm 
Sunday 11am - 10pm

  

WE’RE OPEN EVERY DAY!

%
OFF10

AKITA 
SUSHI

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

The vitality of imagina-
tion is composed of infinite
senior resources and con-
tinues to create or promote
pastimes, find new outlets
and fashion new ways of
presenting old favourites.

The best initiatives pro-
mote intimate conversation
of varying degrees among
people who often barely
know each other, and when
enjoyed with a good meal,
social ice melts in a hurry.

Elfriede Greupner, with
able assistance has organ-
ized a Trivia Contest, based
on group activities of teams
of up to six players, strutting
their group knowledge on
Trivia Night, Friday,
November 25th. This con-
test will have an expected
large audience, with seating
limited to 100 and dinner
will be served at 5.30.
There will also be a cash
bar. 

Not only will the audi-
ence be large but I under-
stand the audience will
serve as contestants,
grouped at the table where
seated. 

Dinner is always a pow-
erful attraction and easily
ranks as part of the main
event for seniors, who love
their food with a passion.

For this event, the
patrons and conversation
are likely to get quite excit-
ed over the answers to
questions, and this Trivia
Dinner could turn into a
tremendously eventful
evening.

Tickets may be pur-
chased at the front desk, so
remain aware that a sell out
could occur and leave a dis-
appointed few missing what
bodes well, as an evening
characterized by the high
emotions of contestants
struggling amid great
laughter, to dredge their
memories desperately for
the answers.

CHRISTMAS DINNER
Now is a good time to

bring attention to the tradi-
tional Christmas Dinner,
planned for December 9th.
The tickets limited to 100,
are on sale now at $25
each, and the doors will
open at 5 p.m. with dinner

Senior Scape Trivia contest November 25
By BRIAN WARBURTON

at 6.
The Christmas Dinner

will sell out; the number of
seniors wishing to attend,
judging from past years
guarantees all tickets will
be sold, and unfortunately,
some seniors will suffer dis-
appointment.

Cara Chisholm will pro-
vide entertainment consist-
ing primarily of dancing and
singing at which, Cara
excels.

Cara, who is a fountain
of fun and is a professional
entertainer, has entertained
seniors on previous occa-
sions, and I anticipate that
her performance will pro-
vide a source of pleasure,
graciously bestowed on
seniors together with a
sumptuous Christmas din-
ner. 

PICKLE BALL 
TOURNEY

Joshy Kallungal started
a Pickle Ball, Round Robin
Tournament November 1st,
expected to last 10 playing
days and will conclude
December 2nd. 

After the conclusion of
the initial Round Robin,
pairings of four male and
four female winners will
contest the playoffs as
mixed doubles and random
pairing ensures unpre-
dictability of outcomes, and
adds to the excitement that
Pickle Ball generates natu-
rally.

Joshy invites everybody
to come see the Pickle Ball
Tournament in progress.

The dates and times of
matches displayed in the
Seniors’ Centre foyer will
assist members to watch
their favourites and assist in
attracting more players.

If enough new players
join the tournament and
interest remains high, more
tournaments may result.

If a little competition and
exercise would complement
your preferred lifestyle,
check Pickle Ball out and
you may well find a pre-
ferred pastime.

Pickle Ball is similar to
lawn tennis but played on a
smaller indoor court.

Less exertion is required
and thus the game provides
a more gentle approach to
needed exercise, while pro-
viding all the rivalry, compe-
tition and interest healthy
seniors enjoy.

If my memory serves me
correctly, Bob Collard and
colleagues introduced
Pickle Ball to the Seniors’
Centre when the Centre
first opened, and it has
maintained its attraction for
seniors through the inter-
vening years.

Seniors often show that
while the body grows older,
competitiveness loses noth-
ing to age and battle royals
take place frequently, when-
ever members compete.

November 23rd is the
luncheon date for every-
body’s birthday, and it is
sold out, but it is worthy of a
mention in print, and for
everybody including those
whose birthday passes.

Happy Birthday!
CHOIR

Stella Switzer informs
me that comments from the
choir after their involvement
singing as part of the
massed choir were pro-
foundly positive, and that
the choir is anxious to
repeat the experience next
year.

Thrilled by exposure to
such a great event as a
thousand voices singing in
harmony, is an important
event in the lives of choris-
ters and little wonder that
expressions of wonder at
the highly organized event
should influence the imagi-
nations and emotions of the
ASA Evergreen Choir so
intensely.

Square dancing gener-
ates lots of fun and great
laughter, as the dancers
know how to cast inhibitions
aside and let mind and
body transport from the
reality of everyday life to the
realm of music and the
rhythm, so essential to
dancing.

Dave Griffith informs me
that the dances attract
upwards of 20 dancers
each week which leaves
room for more and that the
interest in square dancing
is magnetic among those
who practise this social
dancing art form and unite
them as a group.

They practice old
favourites and dances that
include “Strip the Willow
and the Gay Gordon’s” and
the group is always interest-
ed to find something new.

Aided by the power of
dancing rhythm, imagina-
tion transports the dancers
to such places as the
realms of romance and little
wonder that dance builds a
popularity that brings the
dancers together repeated-
ly.

With the wonderful
rhythms and close relation-
ships of the dancers, social
life blooms, and dancing
continues through the mil-
lenniums, constantly
renewed by the fervour of
those who dance. 

Dancing at its best is an
intoxicating social interac-
tion.

Production a first
for Aurora school’s
drama society

The upcoming St.
Andrew's College musical
production of “Spring
Awakening”, which runs
November 24-26, marks the
first time that the rights to this
groundbreaking musical
have been granted to a
school drama society in
Canada.

Winner of eight Tony
Awards, including best musi-
cal, “Spring Awakening” is an

electrifying fusion of morality
and rock 'n' roll that cele-
brates the unforgettable jour-
ney from youth to adulthood
with a power, poignancy, and
passion that is hard to forget.

The play, which tackles
difficult topics head on - teen
suicide, unplanned pregnan-
cy, physical abuse, sexual
orientation - is not an ordi-
nary high school musical.

The School's production
provides an excellent in-
house opportunity to start a
meaningful dialogue with stu-
dents about some timely and
troubling issues that
teenagers the world over
struggle with. 

Also notable, the scenic
design was done at a fraction
of the cost by Christine
Jones - who designed the
original Broadway production
- as a personal favour to her
friend William Scoular, SAC's
head of drama.

“Spring Awakening”
comes to St. Andrew's
College Ketchum Auditorium
for three performances at 8
p.m.

Tickets are $15 and may
be purchased by calling 905-
727-3178, extension 260 or
sending an  e-mail to
jane.bedard@sac.on.ca. 

Aurora
Seniors
Duplicate
Bridge
results

Monday, November 9 -
North/South: Lucille
Sequeira and Dave
Legallais; Bernie O'Brien
and Mary Oglalnby; Rose
White and Gloria Smith.
East/West: Frank Henriques
and Frank Lablans; Simmo
and Lisa Piil; tied for third -
Ev Dickie and Audrey
Robertson and Bev
Kilpatrick and Irene
Bogusky.
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OPEN HOUSE Tuesday, November 22, 6-8pm

YOUR SON  
IS READY. 
ARE YOU?

 

 
 
 

SAC is an all-boys school 
offering boarding and day, 
grades 5–12. To learn more, 
contact our Admission Office 
at 905.727.3178.

www.sac.on.ca

At St. Andrew’s College your son will find endless 
inspiration. He will benefit from small class sizes, 
participate in competitive sports and discover art, drama 
and music. He will share in that experience alongside 
600 like-minded students from across Canada and 
around the globe. At SAC your son will be celebrated for 
being the boy that he is. Now are you ready? 

Introducing Grade 5 – September 2012. Offer him an 
education that you’ll both love.  

15480 Bayview Avenue
Aurora

905-751-0101

NOW

OPEN!

BUY SELL TRADE 
New & Used 
Sports Gear

www.PlayItAgainSportsNewmarket-Aurora.com

Skate Sharpening Available!

  
Hockey  Ski  Snowboard  Lacrosse

Golf  Baseball  Fitness  Soccer

NOW 

OPEN

COMING EVENTS
more information call 905-713-6713.

* * * *
Enjoy the Annual Children's Christmas Pageant Bethlehem recre-

ated at Church Lutheran Church, 7 Lacey Court at 10.30 a.m. 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19

Second Annual Aurora’s Borealis Kick-Off Tree Lighting happens
tonight at the Aurora Town Park at 6 p.m. Everyone is welcome to join
the Town of Aurora as it lights up the trees to make its own Aurora’s
Borealis. The trees will stay lit every evening until Family Day 2012.
For further information, call 905-726-4762 or send an e-mail to
sware@aurora.ca.

DECEMBER 31
Family First Night allows you to ring in the New Year early with

your family and friends. Enjoy wagon rides, bonfire, swimming, skat-
ing, games, and children’s activities at the Aurora Family Leisure
Complex starting at 6 p.m. and continuing to 9 p.m. For further infor-
mation, call 905-726-4762 or send an e-mail to sware@aurora.ca.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2012
The Aurora Seniors Association is in the planning stages of Men

Can Cook which has been set for this evening. Further details will fol-
low.

FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2012
2nd annual "I Love Rock 'n' Roll" dinner dance will be held at the

Mansion (formerly Dinardo’s) tonight. Committee’s first meeting was
last Thursday, and tickets are now available. A website
www.iloverockandroll.ca is also up and running for further informa-
tion.

CONTINUING
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society is always looking for

new members of all ages and with the holidays coming there has
never been a better time to join! (memberships make great gifts).
Monthly meetings with guest speakers are held on the fourth
Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. (youth meet at 6 p.m.) at the
Royal Canadian legion in Aurora. For more Information call Cindy at
905-713-6660.

* * * *
York Regional Police Venturers have openings for boys and girls

aged 14 to 17. Police Venturers meet every Wednesday night from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. at 240 Prospect Street, 1 District police station commu-
nity room. This is a joint program between York Regional Police and
Scouts Canada. There is a Scouts Canada membership fee. Service
uniforms are provided. High school students can earn community
service hours through the program. If interested visit a meeting. For
further information visit York Regional Police volunteer website or
contact volunteers@yrp.ca.

* * * *
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located at 44 Metcalfe

Streeet, Aurora, is the local source for gently used women's, chil-
dren's and men's clothing. All monies raised are used to support the
needy of Aurora, since it goes directly to the "Welcoming Arms"
Ministry. Open weekday mornings, 9.30 a.m, to 11.30 a.m. and
Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. The  Bag Sale happens the
last Monday of each month.

* * * *
At the request of its director, Richard Heinzle, the Evergreen

Choir’s time of practice will be increased to 90 minutes. Registration
is now available at the front desk of the Aurora Seniors Centre for the
season until June 2012. The fee for the coming sessions remains the

same: $50 per member. New members are always welcome. It is not
necessary to be able to read music, nor will you be asked to audition,
to enjoy being part of this experience. In addition to its regular
Christmas and Spring concerts, the group will also perform at the
Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts on Sunday, January
29th, 2012. For more information call the seniors’ desk at 905-726-
4767.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To Grandmothers group,

meets monthly to raise awareness, generate funds and lobby on
behalf of the grandmother care-givers in AIDS-ravaged Africa.  For
more information call Kay at 905-841-9318 or Joan at 905-727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St. Andrew's

Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria and Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon
meets every Tuesday at 8 p.m. at the Aurora United Church on Yonge
Street.  For more information go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a capella Sweet

Adelines chorus, a group of women who gather Tuesday evenings at
the Old Fire Hall, Newmarket, to sing, share in the harmony of friend-
ship and learn the barbershop art form. York Highlands is always
looking for new women who share the love of a capella music. Call
Karen at 905-726-2113 or e-mail Vikki at informa-
tion@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-Newmarket’s award win-

ning chorus, is looking for male singers. The group meets every
Wednesday from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire Hall, 140 Main
Street South, in Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first Wednesday of each

month at the Aurora Legion. New members are welcome. Call 905-
727-5012 for more information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions, have moved to their new meeting place at the

Aurora Legion in the Coulson Hall where they have three meetings
per month. The second Monday of the month is the dinner meeting at
7 p.m., the third Tuesday is the business meeting at 7.30 p.m. and the
fourth Monday is a dinner meeting at 7 p.m. The club is welcoming
people to come out to the meetings to see what the Aurora Lions are
all about and consider joining the Lions and reach out to the commu-
nity in many events. For further details go to their website at
www.auroralionscanada.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday night at Gabriel’s

Restaurant on Yonge Street. New members are welcome. For further
information, go to their website at www.rotaryaurora.com.

* * * *
Meet for lunch and a sense of community at Martha's Table,

based in St. Andrew's Hall at Aurora's Presbyterian Church. The thriv-
ing, volunteer-run program reopens September 1. Lunch, featuring
soup, sandwiches, and dessert, is offered between 11.30 a.m. and
1.30 p.m. Net receipts go to local charities. The hall is on the corner
of Mosley and Victoria Streets

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new mem-

bers. You do not have to be a police officer nor are you required to
read music to volunteer. The group rehearses Monday evenings
between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m. For further information, contact the cho-

rus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the co-ordinator of volunteer serv-
ices for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at Cardinal Carter

School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program for 12 years
and older boys and girls.

* * * *
Queen’s York Rangers Army cadet corps has openings for boys

and girls aged 12 to 18. The group parades every Friday night
between 7 and 9 p.m. There is no membership fee and those in high
school can earn community service hours through the program. For
further information, call 905-726-8600.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children’s Chorus welcomes treble voices. It is a

choir dedicated to nurturing and providing opportunities for children
to express their musical abilities. The chorus is open to boys and girls
ages 5-17. Contact the general director at keepsinging@rogers.com.

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is looking for

volunteers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day Program. The
positions call for a commitment of a few hours a week at its Aurora
location. Various times are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for boys

and girls, age three to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and
girls, Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church,
390 Industrial Parkway South. For more information call 905-841-
8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the Community

Bible Church on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m. For more information e-mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoff-
mann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Friday mornings mornings at St.

Andrews' Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners
are needed and beginners are welcome. For more information, call
Agnes at 905-841-2747.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first and

third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south
of Wellington. For more information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each

month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30
p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each month

at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at
noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity

Anglican Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora Legion at
7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly meet-

ings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers. Contact Beverley
Varcoe at 905-953-9709.

Queens York Rangers
book donated to schools

The Regimental Council of
the Queen’s York Rangers, an
historic militia regiment based in
Toronto and Aurora, announced
this week that copies of the
Regiment’s history, written by
Professor David
Schimmelpenninck of Brock
University, have been donated
to the York Region District
School Board for placement in
every elementary and second-
ary school library in York
Region.

The Queen’s Rangers were
the builders of Old Fort York and
Yonge St in the late 1790s and
many Rangers were the early
settlers of Toronto and York
Region.

In the War of 1812 the York
Rangers were present at
Queenston Heights and other
major battles to help repel the
American invaders.

Later the Queen’s Rangers
were involved in the Mackenzie
Rebellion of 1837 and the North
West Rebellion of 1885.

“The Rangers have been
integral to the development of
York Region and Toronto since
the time of

John Graves Simcoe, the
first Lieutenant Governor of the
province and a former
Commanding Officer of the
Queen’s Rangers,” said
Regimental Council Chair LCol
(Ret’d) Kirk Corkery. “This dona-
tion will provide every student in
York Region with the opportuni-
ty to read about the history of
the Rangers and how they
helped shape the history of our
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communities through both
peace and war.”

Copies of the history,
“Remembering Their Gallantry
in Former Days”, the English

translation of the Regimental
motto “Pristinae Virtutis
Memor”, will go into the school
libraries over the next several
weeks.
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