
CEMETERY LIGHTS UP
The Aurora branch of the Royal Canadian Legion will hold its annual Candlelight Tribute

at the Aurora Cemetery September 17th and 18th.
The Candlelight Tribute is to honour those who served, came home and have since

died.
At 5 p.m. September 17th, candles from Holland will be laid at the graves of all known

veterans in the Aurora Cemetery where they will burn all night and create a spectacular
show for people driving by.

On September 18th at 2 p.m., there will be a Drumhead Service at the cemetery.
Spokesmen are hoping for a strong attendance by Aurora residents.

SHE DIDN’T WIN
Aurora’s Susan Stevenson didn’t win.
Alberta singer-songwriter Calum Graham was the big winner in the "A Song for

Canada" contest hosted by Canada's Walk of Fame.
Mr. Graham, 19, beat out over 600 entries to get to the top prize.
He and Ms. Stevenson were named Top 10 finalists in the contest last month and he

was named the first place winner.
Second place was awarded to Catherine Brenan of Oakville, and Third to Vince Dixon

of Sydney, NS.

FUNDRAISER
Next week the provincial election will be called with October 6th as election day,
The Newmarket-Aurora riding Liberals’ first campaign fundraiser will be held Thursday,

September 8th from 7 p.m to 8.30 p.m. at Jonathan's Restaurant, 14845 Yonge Street. 
The Liberal candidate for the riding is Christina Bisanz.
Meanwhile, Progressive-Conservative candidate Frank Klees will hold a family fun day

and barbecue at the Aurora Town Park Sunday, September 11 from noon to 3 p.m.

GUEST SPEAKER
David Sadler, PhD, P. Eng. will be the guest speaker at the Aurora Probus Club’s 

regular meeting September 14 at the Aurora Legion Hall, 105 Industrial Parkway North, at
about 11 a.m. The meeting starts at 10 a.m.

For further information, call Bob Staley at 905-727-5017.
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No libel or slander
in new legal policy

Libel and slander situations
would not be covered under the
Town's new legal indemnification
policy, should council choose to
approve the plan this month. 

The new bylaw was on the
table at last month's council
meeting but was deferred to the
September 6 meeting due to time
constraints arising from the
heavy agenda on August 16.
According to a report from Town
Solicitor Warren Mar, the new
bylaw "is neither designed nor
may it assist an individual to
advance their personal rights to
compensation in a libel and 
slander situation."

Specifically excluded under
the indemnification bylaw is "any
proceeding brought under the
Libel and Slander Act", as well as
the Criminal Code, Highway
Traffic Act, Controlled Drugs and
Substances Act, and the
Provincial Offences act.

It also excludes "any proceed-
ing commenced by an employee
against another employee, a
member of council against
another member of council, an
employee against a member of
council, or a member of council
against an employee. 

"An indemnification bylaw
Please see page 8

The Aurora Rotary Club has agreed to spend several thousands of dollars improving their
park in Aurora, and work to bring the park up to date began last week. Handlng the duties at
Gurnett and Kennedy are, left to right, Greg Scott, Frank Van Bakel and Steve Phiippelli.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

BY MARCIA KAYE
Special to The Auroran

Although this Sunday will mark 10
years since the September 11 attacks
on the World Trade Center in New York
City, the memories of that fateful day in
2001 are as vivid as ever for Canadian-
born survivor Brian Clark.  

“The events scroll like a movie in my
head,” said Clark, 64, from his home in
Mahwah, New Jersey. "I don't dwell on
9/11 on a daily basis at all. I'm not haunt-
ed by it. But when I'm asked about it, the
memories have not changed a bit."

Clark is one of only a handful of peo-
ple who escaped the South Tower from
above the point of the plane's impact.

(The North Tower had no survivors

above its impact point.)
It was an escape that has been

called nothing short of miraculous. 
As the milestone of the tenth

anniversary approaches, Clark is more
in demand than ever by global media.

He's recently done interviews with
the New York Times, the Times of
London and Paris Match. Major
Canadian and U.S. TV networks, as
well as stations around the world from
Belgium to Chile, are coming to call.

TV news legend Tom Brokaw is tak-
ing him golfing.

But Clark made time earlier this
week to talk to The Auroran. He will be
bringing his personal story, along with

Survivor of 9/11
coming to Aurora

Please see page 8BRIAN CLARK
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COMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 9-11

The sixth annual Ribfest will be held this weekend
in Machell Park. It will operate Friday and Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. and on Sunday from noon to 6
p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre will hold its final event

of the season tonight in the form of a Corn Roast for
ASA members, families and friends on the deck of their
headquarters on John West Way beginning at 6 p.m.
Cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children. A cash bar,
serving beer, white and red wine soft drinks and water
will be operating. Following the corn roast will be a
video concert. Advance tickets are now on sale at the
ASC reception desk. For more information, contact
Marie Leone at 905-713-0608.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
The 14th Annual Aurora and Newmarket Parkinson

SuperWalk will take place at Fairy Lake in Newmarket.
Registration, a Yoga demonstration by The Royal
Pathways Inc.,and speeches begin at 9.30 a.m. under
the main pavilion closest to the Water Street entrance.
The walk begins at 10.30 a.m.  For more information or
to volunteer call Kim Rouse-Parypa at 905-713-0774 or
e-mail kimrp@sympatico.ca For more information on
Parkinson's or to register on-line visit
www.parkinsonsuperwalk.ca.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
Baby Talk supports language development with

Blue Balloon and will be part of a free seminar with a
pediatric health specialist covering normal language
development and how best to support language acqui-
sition in your child, with games and activities at the
Aurora Public Library beginning at 7 p.m. in the Magna
Room. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, or
call 905-727-9493, option 4.

* * * *
“Surrealism, High Realism, Expressionism.” Join

three exhibiting artists at the Aurora Cultural Centre
this evening for a free Opening Reception from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m. In the Blue Gallery, high realism painter
George Boyer presents Moments in Time show and
sale of paintings; the Red Gallery will host abstract
painter Katja Van den Enden with the exhibition and
sale Freedom of Expressionism. Surrealist artist
Marcelo Suaznabar will present an Artist Walk and Talk
at 7.15 p.m. to discuss his new large scale works in the
exhibition “Mensajes del Tiempo” (Time Messages).
Aurora Cultural Centre is located at 22 Church Street
and is fully accessible at the north entrance. For more
information send an e-mail to
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

* * * *
The Probus Club of Aurora resumes regular meet-

ings today at the Royal Canadian Legion hall,   105
Industrial Parkway North at 10 a.m. New members are
welcome.  For more information call: Marilyn Munslow
at 905-727-9344, or Bob Staley, at 905-727-5017.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre will hold its second

annual Dog and Mutt Show behind the centre on John
West Way from 1 p.m. (rain or shine). A barbecue will
also be available. Registration forms are now available
from the centre. Maximum is 30 entrants. For further
information contact Michelle Stemer at 905-727-3123,
ext. 3611.

* * * *
Walk of Hope to raise funds for the Ovarian Cancer

Canada happens today from the Farmers’ Market at 9
a.m. Contact Gayle Palmer for further information at
gaylepalmer@msn.com.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
The annual Terry Fox Run takes place today from

the Sheppard’s Bush soccer fields beginning at 8.30
a.m. with registration. Participants have the choice of a
five-kilometre run/walk/bike/roller blade or a two-kilo-
metre forest stroll. For more information go to
www.terryfox.org which also includes on-line pledging)
or contact Hank Van Bakel at hvanbakel@ortech.ca.

* * * *
Paul Neufeld’s popular Sunday sessions returns

this fall with the first of a set of four relaxed afternoon
monthly jazz piano concerts, each with a special guest.
Today Paul invites Hugh Marsh, an improvising violinist
who has worked with everyone from Loreena (spelled
correctly) McKennitt to Moe Kauffman, Bruce Cockburn
and Robert Palmer. Tickets are $15 each, or $45 for a
family of four. The session begins at 2 p.m. at the
Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Today is the start of Fall Programs and Workshops

for children, teens and adults at the Aurora Cultural
Centre. From group guitar, to painting, drawing, wood
and stone carving, to teen drama, songwriting, arts
classes, a variety of one-day workshops will take p;ace.
Check out the website for all the program offerings or
call for a brochure. The Aurora Cultural Centre is fully
accessible at north entrance. for more information 
send an e-mail to info@auroraculturalcentre.ca,
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
This year the Aurora Chamber of Commerce’s

Annual General Meeting will be held this evening from
5.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m., at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22

Church Street. The 2010 - 2011 Audited Financial
Statements and year end reports will be presented, fol-
lowed by the induction of the Board of Directors. A
cocktail reception, catered by Maunders Food Shop,
will follow the formal part of the meeting. Cost is $10 for
members. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Spirit Nights – A Taste of Wine at the Aurora

Cultural Centre. Enjoy an evening of ‘tutored tastings’ of
limited edition wines, paired with artisan cheeses, all
led by wine expert Chris Price. Round out the evening
with visits to all three galleries with the artists in atten-
dance to talk about their works, and the melodies of
jazz pianist Paul Neufeld. Tickets are $60 each and
tables of eight are available for groups. Net proceeds
benefit programming at the Centre. For tickets or
inquiries contact the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church
Street, at info@auroraculturalcentre.ca or phone 905-
713-1818. Mark your calendars for two more Spirit
Nights: Friday, October 21, 2011 Oktoberfest! With
George Kash's lively band & Saturday, December 3,
2011 Scotch - A Night of Nosing sampling the finest
single malts.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
The Art of Stenciling, with Deborah Mores, an

artist, teacher, home furnishing designer and business
owner. She will bring more than 30 years of expertise to
this workshop from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Lebovic Room.
$20 per person and you must be 18 years and older.
Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-
727-9493, option 4.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
The Triple P Parenting workshop series returns to

Aurora Public Library. Join the group the last
Wednesday of each month, September to May, exclud-
ing December. A variety of topics will help you answer
your parenting questions and needs. All meetings at 7
p.m. in the Magna Room. Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
The Aurora Chamber of Commerce first Business

After Five meeting is a complimentary event hosted by
Apple Suites, 16 Industrial Parkway South, which runs
from 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
Theatre Aurora presents Michael Healey's The

Drawer Boy. This thoughtful and touching Canadian
drama tells the story of two boyhood friends, Morgan
and Angus, who live together on a farm. Morgan is a
tough-minded, stubborn man who cares for Angus, who
suffered brain damage and memory loss during the
bombing of London in the Second World War. Angus is
initially identified as "the drawer boy" because he used
to design buildings, and has the talents of an architect.
A visitor threatens to unravel their memories. Produced
by Kay Valentine and directed by Andrea Emmerton.
Performances are September 30, October 1, 6, 7, 8, 9
(matinee), 12, 13, 14, 15, with evening performances at
8 p.m. and the matinee at 2 p.m. Theatre Aurora is
located at 150 Henderson Drive, Aurora. Purchase 
tickets on-line through the website
www.theatreaurora.com, or you may contact the box
office by email at taboxoffice@bellnet.ca or by tele-
phone at 905-727-3669.

OCTOBER 1 AND 2
You're invited to be part of the Aurora Artist Studio

Tour 2011, a group of professional artists along with
emerging artists from Aurora, inviting the public into our
homes for our second year two day annual studio tour
on Saturday and Sunday, October 1st and 2nd, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. The following artists are already partici-
pating: Jean Beard, David Beard, Deborah Campo, Eva
Folks, Maya Rodrigues, Judy Sherman and Christine
Valentini.

OCTOBER 1, 2, 6 AND 7
The Canadian Cancer Society: Holland River Unit

will be running the Pink Ribbon event in October.
October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month
and volunteers from the Canadian Cancer Society will
be selling pink ribbons on the above dates to raise
awareness about breast health. Funds raised during
this campaign will support breast cancer research and
community programs for people living with breast 
cancer and their families.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1
The Juno nominated Sultans of String bring their

CD release tour to the Aurora Cultural Centre tonight at
7.30. Tickets are available at the door from the Cultural
Centre for general admission seating for $30. Advance
tickets are $25.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4
The Tuesday Philosophy Club meets tonight at the

Aurora Public Library in the Lebovic Room at 7 p.m.
What is the meaning of life? Why are we here? Is there
an ultimate purpose to my existence?  If these ques-
tions have ever crossed your mind, join the club. No
prior experience in philosophy is  required. Pre-register
at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493,
option 4.

OCTOBER 6-9
Theatre Aurora presents Michael Healey's The

Drawer Boy. This thoughtful and touching Canadian
drama tells the story of two boyhood friends, Morgan
and Angus, who live together on a farm. Morgan is a

tough-minded, stubborn man who cares for Angus, who
suffered brain damage and memory loss during the
bombing of London in the Second World War. Angus is
initially identified as "the drawer boy" because he used
to design buildings, and has the talents of an architect.
A visitor threatens to unravel their memories. Produced
by Kay Valentine and directed by Andrea Emmerton.
October 6, 7, 8, 9 (matinee), 12, 13, 14, 15, with
evening performances at 8 p.m. and the matinee at 2
p.m. Theatre Aurora is located at 150 Henderson Drive,
Aurora. Purchase tickets on-line through the web-site
www.theatreaurora.com, or you may contact the box
office by email at taboxoffice@bellnet.ca or by tele-
phone at 905-727-3669.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6
Join the Aurora Chamber of Commerce at the black

tie (optional) 2011 Business Achievement Awards
Dinner, which  will be held at The Manor, 16750 Weston
Road, Kettleby. Cocktails start at 5.30 p.m., with dinner
and awards ceremony at 7 p.m. Tickets are $125 per
person plus HST. Visit the Chamber website for details
and to purchase tickets.

OCTOBER 12-15
Theatre Aurora presents Michael Healey's The

Drawer Boy. This thoughtful and touching Canadian
drama tells the story of two boyhood friends, Morgan
and Angus, who live together on a farm. Morgan is a
tough-minded, stubborn man who cares for Angus, who
suffered brain damage and memory loss during the
bombing of London in the Second World War. Angus is
initially identified as "the drawer boy" because he used
to design buildings, and has the talents of an architect.
A visitor threatens to unravel their memories. Produced
by Kay Valentine and directed by Andrea Emmerton.
October 12, 13, 14, 15, with evening performances at 8
p.m. Theatre Aurora is located at 150 Henderson Drive,

Aurora. Purchase tickets on-line through the web-site
www.theatreaurora.com, or you may contact the box
office by email at taboxoffice@bellnet.ca or by tele-
phone at 905-727-3669.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
The annual Aurora Prayer Breakfast will be held this

morning from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. sharp. Guest speaker is
Dr. Rick Tobias who will speak on "Breaking the cycle of
multi-generational poverty, with a particular focus on
youth-at-risk". Dr. Tobias brings his passion and strate-
gies for community-wide change to Aurora. Best known
for his life-long advocacy on behalf of low-income and
marginalized people and for collaborating with business
and professional leaders to promote change in the city,
the President and CEO of Yonge Street Mission, will be
the speaker. The event will be held at The Mansion, 
formerly Dinardo's, 400 Industrial Parkway South, and
the $25 admission includes a hot breakfast. For tickets
sontact www.auroraprayerbreakfast.ca or call 
905-506-0566.

OCTOBER 21 AND 22
The Aurora United Church presents its fall

Rummage Sale today and tomorrow. Judging by the
success of the spring sale there is still a need for peo-
ple to aquire gently used items. All proceeds go back
into the local community including the Welcoming Arms
project. Friday, the event runs from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. for
the individual sale and on Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon
for the Bag Sale. Items include clothes, books, toys and
linen. For further information, call 905-727-1935

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Aurora's Pine Tree Potters' Guild announces that it

will be hosting its second annual Empty Bowls fund-
raising event. Tickets, at $45, go on sale September 6
and are available from the Aurora Cultural Centre, Vic's
Shoe Repair and Meridian Credit Union.  



ful place."
For her, its "r ightful

place" is the Church
Street School building,
now home to the Aurora
Cultural Centre.

While she stressed
that she is not talking
about "squeezing the arts
and cultural component"
out of the building, she
would like its "prime pur-
pose" to be a museum.

The key step going for-
ward with that is to have
a municipally hired cura-
tor and, therefore, one
who is accountable to
council, she said.

“I think the council and
the volunteer community
needs a very experienced
curator with the qualifica-
tions sufficient to estab-
lish a museum because
the collection is all in
boxes, and [will] organize
the museum and give
guidance and leadership
to the volunteer commu-
nity. I don't believe we
can operate a museum
without that key resource
person."

Re-establishing a
museum has also been
identified by Councillor
Sandra Humfryes who too
said it was a "personal
thing" after getting feed-
back from residents won-
dering "What happened
to our museum?" and
"Where is our museum
going?"

"It is personal for me to
help the residents in that
matter, so I am going to
be looking towards under-
standing what the strate-
gy is to the Histor ical
Society, to our Cultural
Centre, and the Town to
see where we can go to

place an official museum
in Aurora."

The questions that had
been asked of Councillor
Humfryes were echoed
earlier at the August
council meeting by local
heritage promoter David
Heard who said he had
also fielded questions
from residents asking
where the Aurora muse-
um went.

"I have heard com-
ments that the museum is
at Hillary House, but
Hillary House is actually
the Koffler Museum of
Medicine," he said at the
podium, and illustrating
his point with a 1980
newspaper article depict-
ing a donation from a
property developer to the
historical society "for a
museum at the Church
Street School”.

"Back in 1980 there
was an idea that there
was going to be a muse-
um, a regular museum,
which is what I am hear-
ing from citizens. I could
find you dozens of people
in the community who
want to see a museum in
the Church Street
School."
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AURORA

FARMERS’ 

Would like to invite everyone to our 

special events in August: 

Senior’s &  

Cultural Centre Day 
 

 Saturday, August 13 

8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Enjoy entertainment provided by the 

Senior Centre and free demonstrations of 

butter churning & spinning! 

Remember, EVERY SATURDAY we 

feature: 

 Over 40 Vendors 

 Cooking Demonstrations 

F A i & !
Location: 

Wells Street & Town Park 

Council Corn Roast  
 

 Saturday, August 27 

8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Celebrate corn season with Council 

Members from all of York Region at this 

community event. 

Proceeds will be donated to the  
Aurora Food Bank. 

Aurora
Farmers’ Market

Garden Centre 
including in-stock Patio Furniture*

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre

Patio Furniture*

Hardware Building Centr

Scott’s Turf Builder 
 

Hardware 
OnlyOnly Reg: $6.99

uilding CentBu
Reg: $6.99

$ 993
Scott’s Moisture Control

 
ree
OnlyOnly Reg: $7.99

$ 994
ggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg CLEARANCE

289 Wellington Street East  Aurora - 905-727-4751

* *

EVELYN BUCK

Water system showing
low leakage level, he says

Aurora's water system
has a low leakage level
compared with other
municipal systems, but a
recent Town water audit
suggests there could be
"potential metering issues"
at the Regional level,
according to a report from
Ilmar Simanovskis,
Aurora's Director of
Infrastructure. 

According to his report,
Aurora has a low level of
leakage within the system
and the system is "per-
forming very effectively",
but the Infrastructure
Leakage Index (ILI) over
the study period - ranging
from 1.00 in 2004 to 0.85 in
2009 with a dip down to
0.05 in 2007 - is "not con-
sistent with expectations
for a system with low and
historically stable leakage
rates," said Mr.
Simanovkis.

"This type of profile also
suggests wide swings in
real losses which is not the
experience of staff when
monitoring system per-
formance over the study
period. The only other vari-
able in the model is the
total volume of wholesale
purchased water as report-
ed by the Region. It is an
important question to ask
how the system perform-
ance can be so influenced
by the wholesale volume
and how that single vari-
able, for which the Town
has no control, can cause
such significant swings in
the ILI. 

"This question will
require further investiga-
tion with the Region as
similar experiences may be
occurring in other munici-
palities."

Mr. Simanovskis' audit
also looks at the "real loss-
es" within the system
which includes leakage
from the service connec-
tions, distribution system,
and "other difficult to iden-
tify sources" and as with
the ILI data, the year of
2007 also showed a water
loss rate of zero which too
raised questions for Mr.
Simanovskis. 

"This is impractical in
any system and suggests
other issues occurring
within the water volume
data," he said, noting that
while data has been used
regarding system flushing,
street cleaning, and other
areas of system mainte-
nance, data that has not
been used "historically"
include water use by the
fire department and parks
irrigation.

"Even after considering

these uses (totalling
41,383 metres cubed per
year or 0.7 per cent of total
purchased water) the
issue with anomalous real
losses persist."

In a graph provided by
Mr. Simanovskis, there is
what he describes as a
"reasonably consistent dif-
ference" in what the
Region of York bills for
water and what the Town
sold in 2005, 2006, 2008,
2009, and 2010.

"The difference appears
to be quite large in 2004
and conversely quite small
in 2007," he said. "It is pre-
cisely these types of varia-
tions in the trends that
need to be addressed as
part of the Regional exer-
cise in billing discrepan-
cies currently underway."

Mr. Simanovskis said
there is a process under-
way by the Regional audi-

tor in working with munici-
palities to get to the bot-
tom of these anomalies as
similar findings have been
reported in other areas of
York Region. Aurora is also
looking at ways to improve
metering accuracy and its
billing system performance
and that includes a meter
calibration pilot study and
a "billing system upgrade
investigations."

"These two initiatives
are the highest opportunity
for better control and
understanding of apparent
losses," he said. "Further
reports on the results of
these initiatives will be
presented to Council as
they progress. An outcome
of these initiatives is
expected to be a better
accounting for apparent
losses which will further
improve the system per-
formance reporting."

Their first time at the Aurora Farmers’ Market  Saturday proved interesting for
this couple, who wound up getting their faces painted. They are daughter,
Tarin Mead, left, and her mother Tracey, right.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

If notice approved, Aurora
could get its museum back

Hiring a curator to take
care of a museum for
Aurora could take a step
forward this month with
the creation of terms of
reference for the position,
if Councillor Evelyn Buck
gets her way.

ED. NOTE: Coucillor
Buck’s letter on the sub-
ject appears this week
on Page 6.

Councillor Buck formal-
ized her position at the
August council meeting by
providing notice of motion
calling on the Parks and
Recreation staff to devel-
op terms of reference for
the curatorship.

In her notice, the coun-
cillor noted that funds had
been allocated in the
2011 budget for a muse-
um curator and "the
resource is required to re-
establish museum service
to develop the program
and provide guidance and
leadership to the volun-
teer community.

"Experience has shown
such a service cannot
depend upon the vagaries
of a volunteer organiza-
tion," she said. 

The notice of motion
sets in motion a process
for which Councillor Buck
has been a long-time
advocate.

Last month, she told
The Auroran that re-
establishing a museum for
the Town is a "cr it ical
issue" and one which will
be a personal focus for
her in the coming months.

"It is nowhere close to
being resolved," she said.
"I am still getting strong
feedback from the com-
munity that they want a
museum back in its right-

& ARTISAN FAIR’S
special events: 

Apples & Honey Fest 
Saturday, Sept. 10 

Enjoy free children’s programs, music by 

The Manatee Band and play 

fun pioneer games!

Thanksgiving at the Market
Saturday, Oct. 8 

Buy your fresh, local produce to enjoy

with family and friends this weekend. 

Pumpkin Fest!
Saturday, Oct 29

Celebrate the last outdoor Market day. 

The Aurora Farmers Market is

EVERY SATURDAY 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

featuring: 

• Over 40 Vendors 
• Cooking Demonstrations 
• Farmers, Artists & more!
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I have been given some space this week to write a letter
from New York, in the aftermath of a fairly trying week of an
unprecedented earthquake and a crazy hurricane named Irene.

The last time I was asked for a written account of what was
going on in my neighbourhood, from the very same editor - who
coincidently happens to be my dad - was sometime around
September 12, 2001. 

So by journalistic standards, I am filing copy at roughly one
piece per decade.

Luckily, I'm not a journalist.
In the spirit of "those who can't..." I teach.
And I don't even teach journalism, I teach media studies,

which is different. 
But I love journalism, and it's only out of my deepest respect

for journalists that I don't even try. When journalism is done well,
it can make you care about things you never thought you could
care about, complicate your world view, mess with your precon-
ceptions.

When it's not, we are all the worse for it. 
In my neighbourhood, the talk these days is all about the

hype.
How media outlets oversold a hurricane that was really only

a big rain storm, with overzealous, fear-mongering meteorolo-
gists in their expensive raingear chronicling the Armageddon-
to-be.  

The Weather Channel pre-sold the storm to home improve-
ment outlets and insurance companies capitalizing on the fear
they wanted to monger.

So we stocked up on flashlights, candles, bottled water, and
enough food to see us through to until Christmas.

Needless to say, around here people were a little under-
whelmed when Sunday came and went without laying waste to
the whole place.  

After all, this is a city that can handle - and may even court -
a little danger now and again.

We pride ourselves on a certain flavour of fortitude that rises
to challenges every day, whether in the form of over-priced and
under-spacious apartments, anarchic traffic, or the occasional
plane flying into a building.

But this time the story wasn't in the big city with the big
media.

The models that predicted something close to the total
destruction of Manhattan were off a bit, and instead of being
relieved, people here expressed a little disappointment. 

This time the story was elsewhere.
The eastern seaboard states to the south of us were hit

hard, and just after missing us here, Irene continued northward
hitting upstate New York, Connecticut, New Jersey, and
Vermont even harder. 

So I am doing my very best to attend to the fact that while all
around me people are laughing off their over-preparedness, the
town of Rutland, Vermont, among so many other amazing
places that we rarely read about, has been devastated.

In towns like this all over the northeast, people have lost their
homes, their businesses, and in some places, friends and fam-
ily members.  

When and if those towns will recover from losses that are too
large to imagine, no one knows.

But what stays with me is the fact that we can only know of
those tragedies when there is someone there to tell us about
them.

We may pride ourselves on being the media capital here in
New York, but just because it didn't happen here doesn't mean
it didn't happen.

My heart goes out to all of those communities that are suf-
fering while people here have moved on to something else, and
I'm hoping that people take a moment to appreciate all of those
local papers that do the work of reminding us that just because
it wasn't a big city story, doesn't mean it wasn't a story. 

Well, the frogs never
came, thank goodness

From the Freddy Files, as this newspaper used to call them about 10 years ago, comes this little gem of
the old Aurora arena, in its heyday before it was destroyed by fire in 1965. It is reprinted here with the
permission of Fred Bolsby’s daughter, Lesley Bolsby-Dexter. And, she said, I can run the photo of
Hurricane Hazel when it struck the area in 1954, about 60 years ago. So that will take care of next week.
Fred was the retired Deputy-Chief of the Aurora Fire Department, which has since been amalgamated
with the Newmarket Fire Department and is now known as the Central York Fire Service.

Zero tolerance radar
needed on Kennedy

To the editor,

While I sympathize with
concerned residents on
Kennedy SStreet, I have
some concerns with the
rationale provided by the
proponents and potential
solutions that may be
implemented to resolve
these concerns.

It is claimed that resi-
dents walk their dogs at all
hours along the street.

I believe that roads have
been built to facilitate
vehicular traffic and most
residents of Aurora use the
sidewalk to walk their dogs.

It is claimed that widen-
ing of Bathurst street has
resulted in increased vol-
ume on Kennedy street.
While some increase in vol-
ume may be attributed to
this, it should also be noted
that town population has
also increased over the
past several years.

When major streets
become congested, people
try to find other alterna-
tives.

It is claimed that on April
19th there was an accident
on this street and was
believed caused by speed.

Accidents happen on
roads travelled by cars and
other vehicles due to vari-
ous reasons and a vast
majority is due to driver
error.

Traffic volume may or
may not have contributed
to this accident.

What does the police
report indicate as the main
cause?

I believe that road infra-
structure is built to provide
flexible and ready access

for the users of this infra-
structure for promoting
commerce and full enjoy-
ment of the town facilities.

We already have a situ-
ation of infrastructure
destruction in the North-
East quadrant of Yonge and
Wellington, where taxpay-
ers money has been
unwisely (my opinion)
spend to build obstruc-
tions.

If the concerns were
speed, then simple road
bumps could have solved
the problem.

However, based on a
traffic volume of less than
100 cars/day on Centre
Street (based on consul-
tant’s report) significant
obstructions (chicanes)
were built on several
streets and some streets
were even blocked access.

This decision has
caused significant impact
on other streets (Yonge
and Wellington which con-
tinues to be a bottleneck).

It has also caused great
inconvenience to more
than 3,000 parishioners
attending services at our
Lady of Grace parish.

The infrastructure in our
great town has been built
and maintained at signifi-
cant costs and good plan-
ning.

I appeal to the residents
and politicians to oppose
any significant destruction
of this great resource for
our town.

I also believe that we
should look at the long
term benefits of these
infrastructures.

If the residents of
Kennedy Street wish to

achieve their objectives of
reducing speed on their
street, perhaps the follow-
ing options can be consid-
ered to minimize the
impact on the town infra-
structure.

1. Increase enforce-
ment, such a week long (or
random) Zero tolerance
radar enforced monitoring
by police. When it hits the
pocket book plus a few
demerit points people

quickly learn.
2. If the problem per-

sists, then consider strate-
gic placement of speed
bumps.

I hope and pray that cut-
ting off access to our exist-
ing roads infrastructure is
not one of the options even
considered by the town
management.

Joshy Kallungal
Aurora

 You may recall last week
when I was talking to my
daughter Aurora Lynne
(that’s her at left) in New
York City she said,
“Earthquakes and hurri-
canes in the same week,
When do the frogs start
falling from the sky?” That
sort of explains the head-
line on this column, which,
even though she’ll tell you
she’s not a journalist, she
wrote for me, and for which
I am eternally grateful.
Hope you enjoy it as much
as I enjoyed getting it.
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By Stephen Somerville 

Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

Enjoying the ride

Front Porch
Perspective

During the first week of the federal election campaign in
April one of the pollsters that I was watching on television
made two very interesting comments.

First, he said that nationally the Federal Liberals had gar-
nered 800,000 fewer voters in the 2008 election than they
had received in 2006 election.

This works out to an average of 2,597 less votes per each
of the 308 ridings in Canada.

Second, he stated that - according to work that he has
done - 62 per cent of people already know who they are
going to vote for, even though it was only the second day of
the campaign.

If this contention is true then the parties are fighting over
the remaining 38 per cent of eligible voters.

The pollsters' points are intriguing and his analysis also
proved to me how important the Leaders' Debate is to the
final outcome of the election.

As you may recall NDP Leader Jack Layton did very well
during both the French and English Leaders Debate, and
based on this, led his party to Official Opposition status.

As the polls are currently showing a close race between
Liberal Premier Mr. McGuinty and PC Leader Tim Hudak,
the leaders debate will also be very important.

Closer to home, the four provincial candidates will also
have the opportunity to participate in two public forums, one
in Newmarket and one in Aurora.

The Aurora event will take place Thursday, September
22nd, beginning at 7 p.m. at the Aurora Town Hall and will be
hosted by former Councillor Alison Collins-Mrakas. 

Expected to be in attendance that night include NDP
Candidate Robin Wardlaw, Green Candidate Kristopher
Kuysten, PC Candidate Frank Klees and Liberal Candidate
Christina Bisanz.

I expect this community forum to be an exciting affair, if
the recent past proves any indication.

The hall is usually jammed, and the atmosphere electric
and tense, similar to that prior to a big prizefight.

And the local cable company usually televises it, so peo-
ple who could not attend in person had a couple of opportu-
nities to see the contestants in action.

As one who has participated in a number of these events
in Aurora and elsewhere over the years, I kindly and humbly
offer a few suggestions to fine-tune the event.

The format itself needs to be altered from what has been
done in the past.

I would like to see direct engagement by the local partic-

ipants to the answers given by their opponents; not just read-
ing from prepared statements, in other words, a real debate. 

I want to see how a candidate defends his platform posi-
tion under cross-examination and I also want to see them
pick logical holes in their opponents' arguments.

Another suggestion is that, while the event should be held
as an open forum, there should not be public questions.

Verbal questions from the audience are rarely asked with
the sincere intention of seeking an answer. They are usually
asked, after a suitably healthy and highly partisan pre-
amble, only in order to embarrass one particular candidate.

Allow members of the media only to ask the questions or,
prior to the event, have a panel choose from audience sub-
mitted written questions.

Or have a mix of media and public questions, but have
the moderator read out the questions.

Re-vamping the event format itself as a way to subject
candidates to a respectful inspection and evaluation of their
views which could lead to interesting, engaging and exciting
discussions of Aurora's future.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

I've come to the realization that the calendar year
is a lot like a roller coaster ride.

As the first day of the new year dawns you are sit-
ting in your seat, ready to go.

Anxiously anticipating the coming year, you are
looking ahead to all the excitement and possibilities
that await a fresh start.

Then the deepest part of winter sets in.
The days are short and dark, the weather is cold,

driving is awful, and you're constantly shovelling
snow.

As you slowly crawl up that hill in your roller coast-
er car, it seems like it will take forever to make it to the
top.

But eventually, you notice the gradient is decreas-
ing.

The spring weather warms, the snow melts, the
days lengthen, and things start to green up.

As the steepness of the hill is reduced, you can
finally see the top.

At the very peak of the coaster is the summer.
You can see for miles, the worst is behind you, and

you're on top of the world.  It feels great.   
Unfortunately, like summer, that moment with its

euphoric feelings is all too fleeting, because before
you know it, you hit September.  

As the beginning of this month rolls around, the

lazy days of summer are over, and our lives are about
to get a lot more busy.

That's where we are right now in our roller coaster
ride; just before the rapid descent.

The increased pace all starts with back to school;
running around purchasing clothes and supplies, sort-
ing out schedules, and reorganizing the daily house-
hold routine.

As well, there are all those after school and week-
end activities, including clubs, and sports to line up.

This year we have the bonus of a Fall provincial
election campaign as an added assault to our free
time and senses.

Before you know it, it's Thanksgiving, with all the
related cooking, cleaning and relatives.  

Around this time we also get into the seasonal
household transition.

Leaves are raked, gardens are wound down, and
patio furniture is put away.

There's a double dose of this if you have a cottage,
or are helping out aging neighbours or relatives.

The roller coaster continues to pick up speed as we
hit Halloween, and all the associated costumes, candy
and parties.

But the coaster really hits its maximum accelera-
tion in November.

Although you'll have already seen evidence of it in

the previous two months, this month is really the offi-
cial kick-off to the holiday season.  

For the next several weeks time will fly really 
quickly.

No matter how well prepared you are for the shop-
ping, wrapping, parties, relatives, decorating, school
plays, cards, parades and other activities, you will
barely have enough time to take care of them all, let
alone spare a few minutes to enjoy them.

The pace of the season comes to a crashing halt
right after Christmas, when you hit the bottom and
end of the ride.

It seems you only have a short time to sit there
recovering from your rapid decent, with your hands
still maniacally gripping the safety rail, and your mind
trying to make sense of the blur of the past few
months, when the cycle starts all over again.

So as Fall looms, we are just starting our downward
spin on the annual roller coaster of yearly events.

And like a roller coaster at the highest point of its
travel, it's not like we can hop out mid-stream and
avoid what's coming.  

So let's all just take a collective deep breath, hang
on, and enjoy the ride.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com
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What happens to bird in storm, she wonders
To the editor,

I have always prided myself
in the thought that I was pre-
pared for a weather emer-
gency, until last week when the
“tornado watch/warning”
appeared on the weather net-
work.

Yes, I still watch it!
I discerned that they were

correct when CP24 also spent
an entire afternoon/evening live
reporting and tracking the
“storm”.

I am lucky that I have a
basement, have stored water,
canned food, candles, flash-
lights and batteries, first aid kit,
blankets etc.

I also have extra dog, cat
and bird food.

My mother dog has her
new, filled prescription for anxi-
ety pills that seem to be work-
ing.

Four pills every four hours.
Ever tried to give a dog one

pill?
Think about getting four

down one hour before thun-
der/fireworks?

After timing the first round of
dog pills, I watched Tess at the
first crack of thunder start her
climb up to the second floor to
find my son.

She seems to think that a
male will protect her better than
me. That’s the thanks I get!

Anyway, as she clambered
up, the cat we are fostering,
passed her on the stairs to go
to the basement.

I think the cat instinctively
knew the basement was a bet-
ter choice.

Our other dog, Two,
seemed nonchalant, just lifting
her head long enough to see
the cat pass by. 

Then it occurred to me.
What do I do about our

African Grey Parrot whose
cage is as large as a small
room?

The cage is on wheels so
that we can take Tequila in his
cage outside on the porch dur-
ing the good weather (you

know those couple of weeks in
the middle of the year).

What would I do if we were
advised to take immediate
cover, down one and a half
flights of stairs?

My only choice would be to
let him out and hope that he
would follow us down the stairs.

Tequila is not my bird and
doesn’t particularly like me,
even though I feed/water and
change him.    The feeling is
mutual, but I would want to
insure his safety during an
emergency along with the rest
of the family.

Given no other choice, he
might not follow me.

Since the emergency

turned into a rather dull storm, I
have decided to look for a
smaller cage, to have on hand,
in case of an emergency.

Now I have an excuse to go
to garage sales again, not that I
really should.

I will admit that I am a con-
firmed garage sale junkie.

I am also trying to divest
myself of way too much stuff,
collected over many years,
while I am still in the disposal
mode.

This clearance sensation
historically does not last too
long!

But to complete my emer-
gency preparedness plans I will
really have to locate a parrot
sized,  portable, bird cage and
hope that Tequila knows to get
into it so that I can take him to
safety, even if I am not his
favorite person.

Bonnie Tiffen
Oak Ridges

Motion will ask for
curator for museum
To the editor,

A motion will be pre-
sented at the first regular
council meeting in
September, which will say,
to the effect, the town
retain the services of a
curator with credentials
sufficient to establish a
museum, organize a collec-
tion, provide advice to
council, guidance and lead-
ership to the Aurora
Historical Society and to
volunteers willing to partici-
pate in the operation of a
modern museum.

The  motion is based on
30 years of precedent that
the Town of Aurora honours
its heritage, will continue to
promote awareness to resi-
dents, young,old and new,
of the town's proud history
by provision of a museum
and ancillary services.

S ince 1976,  Aurora
invested  millions of dollars

in repairs to restore and
maintain the structure of
Church Street school.

It  was to stand as a
symbol of the values of the
founding families who
struggled and sacrificed to
create a place where fami-
lies could grow and pros-
per.

In 2006 Aurora Council
committed $2.3 million to
restore the interior of the
building with a state of the
art museum design funded
by the Aurora Historical
Society and adopted by
council.

A further $770 thousand
heritage grant was
obtained and used for the
same purpose.

Restoration of Church
Street School has been
complete for two years.  

The town provides an
annual budget in excess of
$340 thousand to its 
operation.

In addition to providing
maintenance services at a
value of $147 thousand.

The facility has a staff.
No curator.  

The town provides a
grant of $50,000 to the
Aurora Historical Society,
traditionally understood to
fund curator services for
the town's museum. 

Today, no museum
exists in the Church Street
School. The collection is
stored in boxes in the base-
ment.

Space has been appar-
ently been provided to the
Historical Society to "cata-
logue" the collection.

No curator is available
to establish and organize
the museum collection in
its intended home. 

No sign indicates the
service will resume now or
in the future, unless the
town takes positive steps to
make it happen. 

The purpose of the
motion is for the town to
retain the services of a
curator with the sufficient
credentials to provide
advice to council, with the
intent of restoring the
museum to its rightful
home.

To establish and organ-
ize the collection.

To provide guidance and
leadership to the Aurora
Historical Society and other
volunteers who may choose
to participate in the opera-
tion of the community's
museum. 

The over-all aim and
objective is continued
awareness of town history,
respect for the work and
sacrifice of the founding
families who provided a
concrete set of values and
principles to guide its future
which we are currently
enjoying.

Funds are provided in
2011 and  have been pro-
vided in previous budgets
sufficient to cover the cost.

Church Street School
continues to exist because
of this community's commit-
ment to respect its heritage
and values.

It is this council's author-
ity and responsibility to
ensure that happens. 

Evelyn Buck
Aurora

You might be interested
in photo of the old arena
To the editor,

With the picture of the old
water tower in this week's
Auroran, and the mention of
the old arena right behind it,
thought you might find this
picture (Page 4) entertaining.  

I must give credit where
credit is due here.

I culled this from a
Facebook post by Lesley
Bolsby-Dexter, and she got it
from a collection of photos
from the late Fred Bolsby.  

Incidently, there's a
Facebook group called "I
Grew Up In Aurora" which
started a short while ago,
and very quickly gained in
popularity to more than 800
members.

Maybe The Auroran read-
ers could check it out.

Mark Holmes
Aurora

EDITOR’S NOTE: Now
that you have put us on the

spot, Mark, the water tower
picture came from a file
owned at one time by the
late Fred Bolsby, who at
one time was Aurora’s fire
prevention officer.
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WITH YOUR 

BUMPER DRAGGING”

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR YORK SPRING & RADIATOR 
Come to 

FOR ALL YOUR 
SUSPENSION NEEDS

Extra leaves, shocks, coil springs & struts 
Cars, Trucks & Trailers

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  727-3121905

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Selected Styles available 
in wide widths

SHOES 14800 Yonge St.,  Aurora Shopping Centre  www.omarsshoes.com

905-727-9391SHOES
SINCE 1970

Experienced, trained staff to make 
sure your child is properly fitted.

DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES - Join our KIDS CLUB!

Proudly serving the Aurora and Newmarket area for 41 years. 

Walkathon slated for September 17
To the editor,

I am writing to you
because I so appreciate
the support of my local
media in my endeavors.

Coming up quickly -
Saturday, September 17th,
is the Fifth anniversary of
the Ovarian Cancer mini
Walk of Hope Aurora.

September is National
Ovarian Cancer

Awareness Month.
The Aurora Walk of

Hope proudly supports
Ovarian Cancer Canada in
their search for an early
detection tool.

Currently, in Canada,
seven women are diag-
nosed a day and 17,000
women are living with
ovarian cancer.

Four years ago, my sis-
ter was one of these

women and I am so thank-
ful that today she remains
in remission.

What began as a walk
of hope for the recovery of
my sister has grown to a
walk that honours the life
and memory of any
woman touched by this
disease.

To celebrate our fifth
year, we have changed
locations.

We will be beginning at
the Bandshell in Aurora
Town Park with free regis-
tration at 9 a.m.

During this time, I am
thrilled to say music will be
provided by Michelle
Lemme and her father,
John Lemme.

We have secured some
wonderful silent auction
items, ranging from a sci-
entific calculator to custom

art furniture to running
shoes.

There will be a teal nail
polish painting and water
tattoo station, and a fire
truck and crew on site.
Enjoy water, apples, cook-
ies, and hot chocolate.

Join us and meet our
wonderful MP Lois Brown,
hear inspirational speech-
es and then walk 3.5 kilo-
metres with us.

Before or after the Walk,
you can also wander
through the lovely Farmers’
Market and enjoy the local
wares.

To date, our Aurora Walk
of Hope has raised more
than $50,000 for Ovarian
Cancer Canada.

What is so exciting to
me is that research break-
throughs have been hap-
pening - our dollars are
making a difference.

They are steps closer to
developing that early
detection tool.

You will leave with a
swag bag and the knowl-
edge that you have raised
hope for the women and
their families who are living
through ovarian cancer and
hope that our daughters
and sisters may never have
to fear this disease.

Please check out ovari-
ancancerwalkofhope.ca. 

Gayle Palmer
Aurora

Why should I pay for barroom brawl?
To the editor,

During 2010 the
McGuinty Government
announced its intention of
allowing “ultimate sport fight-
ing” or bouts, apparently with
a view of having bouts or
matches hosted in the
Rogers Centre or Air Canada
Centre, under some kind of
licence.

Although it was also stat-

ed such activity would only
provide revenue to the
province, I have not seen any
activity which costs “nothing”.

So I watched several of
the UFB (Ultimate Fight
Bouts) on television.

There is no doubt that the
participants are in great
physical condition.

However, they exhibit no
other fighting skills that I can
ascertain.

Simply put, the so-called
fights are just that: 40 or 50
years ago they were what
you did to settle an argu-
ment, or went outside to
determine “who is right”.

At least boxing or
wrestling have schools to
train participants, regardless
of how poorly such training
may be, and the “sport” is
recognized for the Olympics.

All of that is of no import.

However, of the first occa-
sion that someone gets
killed, or receives a debilitat-
ing injury, it is the govern-
ment which will be sued
together with other partici-
pants.

That is of import to me.
Why should I pay for a

settlement or additional
health costs for someone to
participate in a barroom
brawl?

In my opinion that is all
that the UFB’s are - a bar-
room brawl under lights with a
purported referee who may or
may not have any specified
standards as to approving
certain acts in a ring.

Such “entertainment”
should be halted now; not
after I’m paying for someone
being killed.

D.H. Peirce
Aurora

Sobey’s could be good corporate citizen
To the editor,

Is Sobey’s a good corpo-
rate citizen?

They could be, but will
they be?

I read with disappoint-
ment, the news from

Sobey’s spokesperson Sara
Stover, announcing the clos-
ing of St. Andrews Foodland.

The article also focused

on how this closure would
affect the residents of the
two adjacent seniors’ resi-
dences.

There is a solution that is
widespread in Winnipeg,
where my mother in-law
lives.

Once a week Sobeys
pays for a passenger van to
transport any resident who
wishes for an hour of weekly
shopping at Sobeys.

Incidentally two other gro-
cery chains do this as well on
different days.

The vans visit several
apartment buildings on a set
schedule.

A precedent has been set
by Sobeys nationally.

Will our local Sobeys take
on this responsibility? 

J. Jones
Aurora

This tribute to Jack Layton was mailed to our office
last week from the person who did the anonymous
drawing of the Norway deaths in July at the Aurora
Cultural Centre. 
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The Aurora Cultural Centre
is seeking to add dynamic members to its Board of Directors 
for two year terms.

QUALIFICATIONS:

 

 
 
Personal attributes of benefit to the Cultural Centre e.g. active 
contributor, team player, personal network, geographic location, 
problem solver, creative thinker, etc.
 

For further information or to indicate interest, please send Résumé 
or CV to: info@auroraculturalcentre.ca  by September 15, 2011.   
 
 
                                      

 www.auroraculturalcentre.ca

Related experience with non-profit Boards, committees, 
associations or other community groups as a member, donor, 
volunteer, or staff.

Transferable skills in one or more areas of Board governance 
such as finance, policy development, planning, program 
administration, fund-raising, marketing, communications, public 
relations, promotion, volunteer co-ordination, etc.

Time and energy to contribute as a member and volunteer worker 
on committees, task groups, fundraising, special events and other 
activities.
 
 Personal commitment to the vision, mission, program action 
strategy and ongoing business of the Cultural Centre.

Must be a resident of Aurora.

Aurora Cultural Centre 
22 Church Street, Aurora ON L4G 1G4

9/11 survivor to speak at Aurora church
his message of hope and opti-
mism, to Aurora November 6 in
a special evening event titled
"9/11: Miracles and Reflection”. 

The event will be held at
Aurora United Church, where
his eldest son, Jeff, and his fam-
ily are members.

"We are honoured that Brian
Clark has agreed to share his
story with us at Aurora United
Church and with the broader
community," said Rev. Lorraine
Newton-Comar. "What you will
find in Brian's story is that even
out of great calamity there is
cause for hope."

Brian Clark's remarkable
9/11 experience was a combi-
nation of harrowing moments
and unexplained miracles. 

An executive vice-president
with the investment corporation
Euro Brokers, Clark was in his
office on the 84th floor of the
South Tower when he saw
flames from the North Tower,
which had just been hit by the
first plane, shooting past his win-
dow. 

Having trained as a volun-
teer fire safety warden after the
1993 bombing of the World
Trade Center, Clark instinctively
grabbed his fire warden's flash-
light from his credenza and
headed out to the centre area.

About 200 of Euro Brokers'
250 employees had already
started to evacuate the building,
despite the repeated announce-
ments over the public address

system that the South Tower
was safe and evacuation was
unnecessary.

But then the second plane
slammed into the South Tower,
just below Clark's floor. "I knew in
a split second it was terrorism,
not a random accident," said
Clark. "That was the only point in
the day I was terrified."

The building swayed one
way for a few seconds, then
righted itself with a jerk. "And
then I had this feeling come over
me that I was going to be okay,"
Clark said.

With the power out, the ele-
vators frozen, and half a dozen
colleagues following Clark and
his flashlight beam, he instinc-
tively turned toward a certain
stairway.

Suddenly he felt a push on
his right shoulder, even though
no one was touching him.

"It pushed me around to the
left and toward a different stair-
way," he said.

As he would later discover,
no one who attempted to use
the first stairway survived.

As he headed down the
smoke-filled stairway, he passed
people going up toward the roof,
hoping for fresh air or evacuation
by helicopter.

Again, he would later learn
that all those who went upstairs
would encounter a locked door
to the roof and would perish.

When he got down to the
81st floor he heard an
anguished cry. "Help! Help! I'm

buried, I can't breathe!"
About 15 metres away was a

man trapped behind a partially
collapsed wall.

The smoke was thick in the
room, but strangely, Clark was
able to breathe freely.

"It was miraculous - there's
no other word I can use - but I
had a bubble of fresh air around
my head," Clark said. 

He extricated the man from
the debris, and after they both
fell back on the floor, the man
gave Clark a big kiss, then
shouted, "Hallelujah! I've been
saved!" 

They did quick introductions -
the rescued man was Stanley
Praimnath, a Guyana-born
executive for Fuji Bank - then
headed back to the stairwell.

By that time Clark's col-
leagues had already gone.

The two men decided to
keep heading downstairs, even
though they passed another
man who was heading up.

They continued their descent
down the 81 floors - a total of
162 flights of stairs - until they
reached the main floor and fled
the building.

Within minutes, the South
Tower collapsed before Clark's
eyes.

Clark can't explain why he
was spared when almost 3,000
others died. 

"How do you explain mira-
cles? You've got to have faith that
there's something greater hap-
pening," he said. 

"I don't ask 'Why me?' I feel
relaxed, relieved, about not
knowing all the answers. Some
things are inexplicable, and I'm
okay with that."

Despite all the sadness he
experienced after 9/11 - he lost
61 colleagues and attended 15
funerals within days of the
attacks - Clark developed a posi-
tive attitude.

Among his many charitable
acts, he spent five years chairing
the Euro Brokers Relief Fund,
which raised $5.2 million for
health and education benefits for
families of victims.

In 2004 he received the
Norman Vincent Peale Award for
Positive Thinking.

The now-retired Clark, who
grew up in Toronto and Thornhill,
is married to his high school
sweetheart, Dianne.

They have four children, as
well as nine grandchildren rang-
ing in age from 1 to 16.

Clark's 9/11 experience
taught him neither to dwell on the
past nor worry about the future,
but to make the most of the pres-
ent. 

"Life is precious and there are
miracles that seem to be hap-
pening in our daily lives, some
bigger than others," he said. 

"Don't take any of it for grant-
ed. We'll all get to the end and
when we do, we need to ask:
Have we worked hard to make
the best of the gifts we've been
given? Have we lived well? Have
we loved well? Are we leaving
the world a better place?"  

This Sunday, to mark the
anniversary, Clark will go to his
fellow survivor Praimnath's
church in the morning, and
Praimnath will go to Clark's
church in the evening. 

As for the flashlight that illumi-
nated their escape route, the two
men have donated it to the 9/11
Memorial Museum, scheduled
to open next year. 

For more information or to
inquire about tickets to Brian
Clark's inspirational talk on Nov.
6, call Aurora United Church at
905-727-1935.

Policy won’t cover libel, slander

functions to provide securi-
ty to both members of
council and employees in
the course of their day-to-
day duties," said Mr. Mar in
his report. "Despite the
extent of insurance cover-
age, there are gaps in the
coverage, such as where
losses are in the
deductable amount. “There
is currently no bylaw or
approved procedure
respecting reimbursement
and indemnification of
employees and members
of council for legal expens-
es, costs, damages, or
other losses incurred for
actions while acting in
good faith, in the capacity
of employees, or members
of council."

Within the proposed
bylaw former employees

and members of Aurora
Council would be included
under the plan, "provided
that events alleged in the
action or proceeding
relates to the time the indi-
vidual was with the Town
and arose from their duties
or responsibilities" but is
not retroactive to include
legal proceedings already
underway.

Nor does it allow for
indemnification for any
future legal proceedings
that could come up on
issues that took place prior
to the bylaw being enacted
by Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
and the council.

"The establishment of a
protocol to provide
resources to members of
council and staff in
advance of a need for
indemnification eliminates
uncertainty for council

members and Town
employees, and it prevents
council from having to
examine each request on
an individual basis," con-
tinued Mr. Mar.

If passed on September
13, the budget for external
legal council would cover
costs for indemnification.
The Town's legal depart-
ment currently has an esti-
mate of under $10,000 for
indemnification for staff
members for 2011.

"For future years the
economic impact is unde-
termined as the number of
instances and costs for
which indemnification is
sought cannot be accu-
rately estimated," said Mr.
Mar. "In the past, however,
it has been a rare instance
where indemnification is
sought by employees or
members of council."

From page 1

From page 1

Public invited
to participate

The Town of Aurora has
recently initiated a process to
create a strategic plan to
guide future directions in
Aurora over the next 20
years.

Now, the public will be
able to access the strategic 
plan information or provide
input online by visiting
www.aurorastrategicplan.ca.

“Launching the Strategic
Plan website is a great
opportunity to engage resi-
dents from the comfort of
their home or office,” said
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. “Our
hope is to receive a strong
response from the

community by providing
several channels of commu-
nication such as the strategic
plan website, public consulta-
tions and community events.
Together, we will be able to
shape the future of Aurora.”

The website covers sever-
al topics on the strategic plan
including a description of the
planning process, a draft
community vision and goals
and a preliminary strategic
plan structure.

The site also provides an
opportunity for residents to

submit their comments on the
draft plan through a series of
community forums and an
online survey.

Over the next few months,
the Town will be inviting resi-
dents, community groups
and businesses to share their
views and perspectives on
the Aurora they would like to
see in 2031.

Residents will be invited to
take part in a variety of activ-
ities, including interviews,
surveys, community consul-
tation sessions, workshops
and special activities for
youth and seniors.

Visit Aurora’s Strategic
Plan website at www.aurora
strategicplan.ca to stay up-to-
date regarding consultation
information, dates, locations
and ongoing updates.

Consultation sessions are
scheduled to run until the end
of October and a draft plan
will be presented to council in
November.

For more information on
the Strategic Plan, call
Anthony Ierullo, Manager of
Strategic Initiatives, at 905-
726-4742 or by email at
aierullo@aurora.ca.
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FALL
REGISTRATION
SEPTEMBER 8
6:00pm-8:00pm

● KIDSKATE DAYTIME
● CANSKATE 

● LEARN TO SKATE
● STARSKATE

NOW REGISTER ONLINE AT
www.auroraskatingclub.com

Aurora Family Leisure Complex
135 Industrial Pkwy North • 905-713-1442

Ice Show Year

Timberlane Athletic Club

2 FREE
WEEKS

Your Home 
Away 

From Home

Programs

Fall 
2011

Non-members welcome

Celebrating 19 Years

141 KING ROAD, UNIT 9, OAK RIDGES
JUST WEST OF YONGE ST.

sdadance@bellnet.ca

Exciting annual recital with proceeds to charity

August 31ST, September 1ST 1:00-8:00pm
September 6TH, 7TH, 8TH 4:00-9:00pm   

Limited space available in some classes - call to pre register 

905-773-7013  905-727-3066

REGISTRATION DATES

Somerville Dance
Academy established 1993

DENISE SOMERVILLE QUINN, DIRECTOR
HONOURS B.A., DANCE, UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

Member & Examiner P.A.E.C.
Fully certified and creative instructors

Exam preparation
Strong competitive program

3 bright spacious studios
• Ballet • Acrobatics • Creative Dance 

• Tap • Contemporary/Modern 
• Jazz • Hip Hop • Musical Theatre

THE AURORAN

FALL REGISTRATION GUIDE for...
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The King Speed Skating Club offers recreational and competitive 
speed skating instruction for ALL ages.  Our goal is to provide a 
structured, fun program to develop character, stay fit, build  
strength, endurance and improve cardiovascular capacity.   

 

Tel. 905-859-0056 Ext. 5232

We serve the communities of: Nobleton, King City, 
Schomberg, Bolton, Caledon, Kleinburg, Vaughan, 
Maple, Aurora, Tottenham, and surrounding areas. 

REGISTRATION
Tuesday Sept. 6, 7pm-9pm @ Nobleton Arena 
Thursday Sept. 8, 5pm-7pm @ Nobleton Arena 

We offer a TRY B4 JOINING program.  Come out and try speed 
skating during any of our “Learn to Speed Skate” sessions in 
September 2011.  Skates are provided for you!
(*Note: See website for other mandatory equipment.) 

www.kingspeedskating.com 

16700 Bayview 
Avenue, 104B
Located on the 
Southwest Corner of 
Bayview and Mulock.

If You Believe it, You Can Achieve it...We Believe!

est.1980

Irish, Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Musical Theatre, 
Hip Hop, Lyrical and Acro

Recreational and Competitive Classes 
from ages 3 to Adult

Spacious Studios with Parent 
Viewing Areas

Members of CDTA, IDTAC, IDTANA,  
An Coimisiun le Rince Gaelacha

2011-12 Registration/Open House 
August 15 - 19, 10 am to 3 pm
August 24, 4 pm to 8 pm
Sept 7, 4 pm to 8 pm 
Sept. 10, 10 am to 3 pm

905-898-0061
www.irishdancestudio.com

REGISTRATION DATES:

Register by Phone, 
Email or at the Studio!
Visit our website
for more information!

• sessalClanoitaerceR&evititepmoC
• Annual Recital & Summer Camps
• 2 Studios With Viewing Windows
• Enthusiastic, Experienced Instructors
• Award Winning Competitive Team

Ballet • Jazz • Tap • Acrobatics • Modern
Hip Hop • Lyrical • Musical Theatre

265 Edward Street
Units 14 & 15 • Aurora
905-713-0555
email: studio@northernlightsdance.com
www.northernlightsdance.com

R
EmEm
VV
fofo

• Enthu
•• AwAwardard

265 Ed
Winner of

Top
Studio!

September 
7 & 8

3pm - 8pm

SKATERS FIRST
Skate Canada Programs

ICE SKATING PROGRAMS
Come See The Difference

Before You Go Anywhere Else

Easy On-Line Registration
w w w . s k a t e r s f i r s t . c o m

email: skatersfirst@rogers.com
905 727- 4600

Pre-School & Youth Learn to Skate (PS&Y)

5:1 Ratio -
From age 3+ (Daytime & Afterschool)

New
PS&Y Later Start Programs 6:30 pm

Hockey Power Skating
Figure Skating

Adult Learn to Skate & Hockey Skating
Birthday Parties

Customer Loyalty - Referral Credits 

THE AURORAN

FALL REGISTRATION GUIDE

KKii

Sept. 7, 4 pm to 8 pm
Sept. 10, 10 am to 3 pm
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WHERE KIDS LOVE TO DANCE, COME EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE!
OVER 6500 SQ .FT. OF BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED STUDIO SPACE
MEZZANINE PARENT WAITING AREA WITH WINDOWS OVERLOOKING STUDIOS
4 GREAT STUDIOS SPACES

905-836-8040
Studio hours
MON-FRI 4:00-8:00PM • SATURDAY 9AM -12
Email chantalsdanceacademy@gmail.com

NEW FACILITY
16715 YONGE ST, #28
(Yonge & Mulock)

Birthday Parties
& Summer Camps
Call to Register or use our 
NEW online registration System

w w w . c h a n t a l s d a n c e a c a d e m y . c a

FREE
Gift with this Ad

Limited time only

1 FREE
Class with Registration

of 2 Classes
Limited time only

Rock On!

Private, affordable instruction 
from professional musicians for:

The Arts Music Store offers 
the area’s largest and most 
comprehensive music education 
program. Over 1200 students 
and 60 instructors at our two 
locations in Newmarket 
and Aurora.

MUSIC LESSONS

I GUITAR
I DRUMS
I BASS
I PIANO
I TRUMPET
I CLARINET
I SAXOPHONE
I FLUTE
I TROMBONE
I VIOLIN
I VOCAL
I ROCK CLASS
I ROYAL 
 CONSERVATORY 
 OF MUSIC
 AND MORE!

905.898.7164
w w w. thear t smus ic s to re . com

RAN

F N GUIDE for...

iiddss

BalletJazz Hip Hop

Jaymor
School of Dancing 

15 Furbacher Lane, 
Aurora 
(905) 727-5494

NOW Accepting Registration
for the 2011 - 2012 Season!

Offering Instruction for Ages 3 & up

REGISTER NOW
Adult Classes

At Studio: 
 Wed/Thur Sept 7 & 8,  4 pm - 8 pm 

PHONE: 905-727-5494

Tap 
Musical TheatreAcrobatics
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca SPORTS
905-727-3300 Week of September 6, 2011theauroran.com

Date Start End Event Location

9/11/2011 6:00 PM 7:30 PM Midget AA/A/AE Tryout Aurora Recreation Centre [ ARC West ] 

9/12/2011 6:00 PM 7:30 PM Midget AA/A/AE Tryout Aurora Community Centre [ Aur CC 1 ] 

9/14/2011 9:30 PM 11:00 PM Midget A/AE Tryout Aurora Community Centre [ Aur CC 2 ] 

9/14/2011 7:00 PM 8:30 PM Final Midget AA Tryout Aurora Recreation Centre [ ARC West ] 

9/15/2011 7:00 PM 8:30 PM Midget A/AE Tryout Aurora Recreation Centre [ ARC West ] 

9/17/2011 5:15 PM 6:45 PM Final Midget A Tryout Aurora Community Centre [ Aur CC 2 ] 

9/17/2011 6:45 PM 8:15 PM Midget AE Tryout Aurora Community Centre [ Aur CC 2 ] 

9/18/2011 7:00 PM 8:30 PM Final Midget AE Tryout Aurora Recreation Centre [ ARC West ] 

IN ORDER TO BE ELIGIBLE TO BE SELECTED FOR A MIDGET DIVISION REP TEAM YOU MUST ATTEND EITHER THE FIRST OR 
SECOND SCHEDULED MIDGET TRYOUT SESSION.  NO PLAYERS WILL BE ACCEPTED AS FIRST TIME ATTENDEES AFTER THE 
SECOND TRYOUT SESSION.  

MIDGET TRYOUTS FOR ALL TEAMS, AA/A/AE, ARE BEING HELD AS A GROUP.  PLAYERS WILL BE EVAULATED AT EACH TRYOUT 
SESSION.  

AT THE END OF EACH TRYOUT THE PLAYER WILL BE DIRECTED TO A SPECIFIC TRYOUT DATE/TIME FOR THEIR NEXT TRYOUT 
OR RELEASED.  

IF A PLAYER IS OFFERED A POSITION WITH ONE OF THE TEAMS, AND REFUSES THAT POSITION, THEY ARE NO LONGER 
ELIGIBLE FOR FURTHER TRYOUTS.

PLAYERS MUST PURCHASE AN AMHA MIDGET TRYOUT PASS ($50 ) PRIOR TO ATTENDING TRYOUTS.  PASSES ARE AVAILABLE 
FOR PURCHASE FROM THE AMHA OFFICE DURING OFFICE HOURS WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 7 PM - 9 PM.

AURORA MINOR HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
MIDGET TRYOUT SCHEDULE

Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association

The office will be open for the season with the following office hours commencing 
Wednesday September 7, 2011.

Wednesday nights      7 pm – 9 pm
Saturday mornings      10 am  – 1 pm

Midget rep tryouts will commence September 11, 2011. Players MUST be registered prior
to tryouts and MUST purchase a “Tryout Passport” to attend any Midget AA, A or AE
tryouts. Tryout Passports are available for purchase on Wednesday September 7 from 

7 – 9 pm and Saturday September 10, 2011 from 10 am – 1 pm.

There is limited space in some divisions for house league hockey for this upcoming sea-
son. Registration is available during office hours shown above.

Tigers play
four games
in tournament

The Junior A Aurora Tigers
left Tuesday for Burlington,
Vermont, to play in the annual
Woodchuck Classic hockey
tournament and when the
smoke settles, will have played
four more exhibition games.

On Thursday at 5.15 p.m.
they’ll go up against the NE
Huskies of the EJHL (they also
have a team in the Junior B
division) in the Cairns Arena in
south Burlington, then will play
their second game Friday at
12.45 p.m. against the SSK of
the same league.

Their third game is slated
for Saturday, at 1.30 p.m.
against the Capital District
Selects of the EJHL in the
University of Vermont’s
Gutterson Field House and the
fourth game will be played on
the final day of the tournament
at 8.45 a.m. when Aurora takes
on the CT Junior Wolfpacks
team of the AJHL also in the
Gutterson Field House.

Why is the tournament
called the Woodchuck
Classic?

According to a website, “the
Vermontiest of Vermonters are
sometimes called “wood-
chucks” and this seemed like a
pretty good name to call the
tournament at that time”.

Started in 2004 with only
six teams; USA vs. Canada at
the Junior A level The
Woodchuck Classic is consid-
ered the most highly recruited
Junior A, Junior B and Midget
AAA tournament in North
America.

With an average of 110
College and Pro Scouts
throughout the weekend teams
in the Woodchuck have seen
more than 1,000 college com-
mitments and 100 NHL draft
picks as it enters its sixth year.
The Woodchuck Classic event
will host 48 teams from
Canada and the US.

The success of the event
revolves around the USA vs.
Canada format.

Teams travel from
Michigan, Ontario, Nova
Scotia, Philadelphia, New
J e r s e y,  N e w  Yo r k ,
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  N e w
Hampshire, Connecticut,
Quebec and Maine.

Also scheduled to see
action at the tournament are
other teams from the Provincial
Junior A hockey League
including Lindsay, Wellington,
Buffalo. Oakville and Trenton.

Tiger players will stay at the
Holiday Inn in Burlington.

Local athlete 
in Games 
this week

Local athlete Shaina
Harrison will be one of more
than 70 young athletes rep-
resenting Canada at the
2011 Commonwealth Youth
Games, set to begin this
week in the Isle of Man.

Ms. Harrison will com-
pete for Team Canada in
the 100 metre event at the
Commonwealth Games
which begins on Friday, the
first day of the competition.

Heats begin at 11.30
a.m. local time (6.30 a.m.
EST), and the semi-final is
scheduled for 5.20 p.m.
local before the final race at
6.35 p.m.

The Commonwealth
Youth Games wrap up
Sunday.
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Parkinson’s walk should set record
About 50 people from

Aurora and Newmarket are
expected to head to
Newmarket's Fairy Lake this
Sunday for the Parkinson
Superwalk, an event to raise
funds and awareness for
Parkinson's Disease research
on behalf of Parkinson Society
Canada.

At press time there were 43
people registered and counting
for the annual event, with a total
of just over $6,000 raised so far.

According to event coordina-
tor Aurora’s Kim Rouse Parypa,
organizers are shooting to raise
a record $40,000 this year.

"In 2009 we raised just over
$25,000 and last year we raised
over $36,000," she said. "We
raised almost 20 per cent more.
It was a huge increase and truly
amazing last year, which was
our best walk ever and we're
hoping to beat that total this
year. I'm thinking if we were up
almost $11,000 last year we
could do that this year. That
would be amazing."

Ms. Rouse Parypa's involve-
ment with the Parkinson Society
began 13 years ago with walks
in Toronto, but this is the seventh
year she has participated in the
local walk and she has worked
towards making the Newmarket
walk inclusive of Aurora partici-
pants as well.

"My mom was diagnosed
with Parkinson's 13 years ago
and, as such, we started to do
the walk down in Toronto, then I
found out in 2005 there was
actually a walk in Newmarket,"
she said. "I met the lady who
was organizing it at the time and
I really, really wanted to bring
Aurora on board because I

thought it could increase the
number of walkers they had
and, hopefully, the amount of
funds that were coming in."

She joined the local commit-
tee in 2006 and then took over
the reins four years ago, a role
which she continues to fill to this
day. 

For Sunday's event, Ms.
Rouse Parypa expects that
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, along
with Newmarket Mayor Tony
Van Bynen, will be on hand with
other dignitaries to offer words
of support and encouragement
to participants at the event.

People registered will be
able to take in three different
routes, all starting at Fairy
Lake's main pavilion near the
Water Street entrance begin-
ning at 10.30 a.m. 

The first 1.6 km. route will
take you from the pavilion head-
ing south from the pavilion, over
the first bridge and back.

The second 2.8 km. trail runs
as far as the next bridge and
back, while the 3.5 km route
runs up along Mulock Drive and
loops back down.

While the Newmarket-
Aurora Parkinson Superwalk
will provide plenty of options for
participants, Ms. Rouse Parypa
hopes to extend the event in the
future to bring it into Aurora.

"Now that the trails system is
all connected with Aurora, it is
fully complete now and I would
like to add a run so runners
could do a 5 km. run where they
could actually loop in Aurora
and come back up," she said.
"That's the plan at some point in
the future, and I would love to
utilize that full path system
because it is beautiful and a lot

of people don't really know it's in
existence."

This year's walkers will be
able to enjoy coffee as well as
baked goods.

"This year, we actually were
one of five walks in Ontario that
was selected for the Subway
sandwich lunch so we're getting
Subway sandwiches this year,
which is amazing," she said.
"They decided to be a sponsor
but they couldn't sponsor all of
the Ontario walks so they
picked five and our walk was
one of the five, which was great
news for us."

After the walk is complete,
as participants return to the
pavilion they will be informed of
the preliminary results of their
fundraising efforts so they

"leave knowing roughly how
much they managed to raise" -
and hopefully with a prize or two
of items donated by sponsors
which will be raffled off at the
wrap-up.

Ms. Rouse Parypa is keen to
stress that while one can regis-
ter for the event online at
www.parkinsonsuperwalk.ca,
people can register at the park
the day of the event and for sev-
eral days after the event as
organizers have found that
money continues to trickle in
even after the walk.

Volunteers for the day are
also welcomed. 

At the end of the day, Ms.
Rouse Parypa hopes people
realize the importance and the
extent of the cause.

"I don't think people really
know what Parkinson's is," she
said. "I think they think it is just a
tremor of your hand, but the
problem is that it is so much
more than that. It is devastating.
It just robs you of so much. If
you're sitting on the fence
[about whether to register] and
think it is just a little hand tremor,
one day somebody you might
know might get the disease and
you will definitely want to do
anything you can to try to (1)
raise awareness of the disease
and (2) try to raise some money
for research because it is one of
those ones that is not as out
there as the cancer walks.

"Of course, they are extraor-
dinarily important as well, it
would just be nice if we got out

there a bit more because so
many people know people
touched by cancer, but unfortu-
nately Parkinson's is becoming
one where you're starting to see
more and more people being
diagnosed with Parkinson's and
at a young age. My mom was in
her 50s and we have some
walkers who are out there in
their 40s and they have got
young families. 

"You can live with it, but it
changes your life. You can't do
what you used to be able to do.
So, if you want to do something,
great. For a lot of people who
could use the help, come to the
event because it would be real-
ly helpful and they would really
appreciate the support of the
community."

Superwalk organizers
expect big things from Team

With organizers hoping to
raise a record $40,000 in this
weekend's Newmarket-Aurora
Parkinson Superwalk, it is very
likely that a significant portion of
whatever is raised, when all is
said and done, will come from
one Aurora-based team - Team
Irish.

According to organizer Kim
Rouse Parypa, Team Irish - led
by Juliet Irish - has been their top
fundraiser for the last several
years. 

"They're our biggest fundrais-
ers," she said. "They have done
amazingly well for us and last
year they brought in $26,000."

2010 brought in a total just
over $36,000.

Juliet Irish, Executive Director
of Newmarket's Doane House
Hospice, got involved with
Parkinson Society Canada after
her husband Martin was diag-
nosed with the disease.

Comprising of herself, her
husband, friends David and
Joan Gallagher and often their
daughters Nicola and Sarah,
Team Irish raised $26,500 in
2010 and $80,000 over the past
six years.

"[Charity] is very much in my
blood," said Ms. Irish. "Because
of my personal situation I felt very
strongly that we need to do
something to try and find a cure,
and if not find a cure, at least find
a way [to] bring awareness to
this and a wider community.
Hopefully the money we raise
helps do that.

"The reason our daughters
and our dear friends do this with
us is because we want to honour
a very special man who always
puts others before himself.
Martin leads a full life despite the
challenges he has to meet on a
daily basis, and he keeps us all in

check! By raising the money we
have over the past six years, it
will help possibly find a cure and
hopefully develop medications
that don't give side effects that
can be worse than the disease."

While Team Irish typically
does not have a fundraising goal
in mind and lets the chips fall
where they may, she said they
do not go out "hard selling" to
raise funds.

The money they raise is usu-
ally personal donations from
friends and family, she said.

"I have a wonderful husband
and people are very supportive
of what he has to go through on
a daily basis."

Ms. Irish shares the view of
Ms. Rouse Parypa that many
people do not fully understand
the extent of Parkinson's
Disease and might have the per-
ception that it is an affliction of the
elderly.

Her husband, she points out,
is only 52 and increasingly
younger people are being diag-
nosed with the malady.

"People don't always under-
stand that if they see someone
who is struggling, like someone
who is taking a little time in a
queue to get their wallet out,
people are very impatient and I
think [it is important to bring] an
awareness to the disease," she
said. 

"I think the wonderful thing
about Parkinson's work is the full
variety of people that come out. It
is not a huge walk, but you see
people with their walkers, you
see people with their wheel-
chairs, and I take my hat off to
them because they have to live
with those frustrations every day
but still find the time to be able to
go out and do what they can to
raise some money."
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Washrooms installed 
at two Aurora parks

In these dying days of sum-
mer, local kids will still have an
opportunity to cool off at Town
Park's splash pad, but the pad at
Ada Johnson Park closes
September 6, to make way for
new improvement projects at that
and other area parks. 

According to the Town, the
closure of the Ada Johnson
splash pad is necessary to facili-
tate the installation of a new park
washroom building, which coun-
cillors approved at their August
meeting. The plan to install two
pre-fabricated concrete wash-
room facilities at Ada Johnson
Park and Lambert Willson Park
was passed by consent at the
meeting.

Council initially approved the
tender for one concrete wash-
room building from HY Grade
Precast Concrete for Ada
Johnson Park in May, but the
necessary replacement for the
facility at Lambert Willson Park
was soon identified thereafter in
the 2011 capital budget after sig-
nificant deterioration in the struc-
ture became apparent.

"The structure has been fail-
ing as a result of incremental set-
tlement of the interior floor slab,
movement of the exterior wall,
foundation, and footings," said
Parks Director Al Downey of the
Lambert Willson situation. "The
settlement has further led to sig-
nificant cracking and instability of
interior block wall partitions such
that the engineer has suggested
the building no longer remain

Bolton defeats Aurora to advance in league
By BILL REA

What was supposed to be
a five-game semi-final series
ended up going seven.

And more than a few fin-
gernails were bitten before
the Bolton Brewers finally
prevailed over the Aurora
Jays to advance to the cham-
pionship round in the senior
division of the North Dufferin
Baseball League.

The two teams were tied
at two wins apiece and a tie,
requiring a sixth game to end
the deadlock.

It was scheduled for last
Wednesday in Aurora, but
the weather put a halt to that
after just one inning.

The two sides got back
together the following night in
Aurora, and they settled
nothing as they battled to a
4-4 draw.

That set up the seventh
game Friday night in Bolton.

That match saw the hosts
jump out to a commanding
lead, and then Aurora came
close to stealing the win
away.

The Brewers were up 8-0
going into the fifth inning and
wound up winning the game
8-6.

The Jays were able to get
some men aboard, and
Stephen Valley connected
for a single that drove in Jake
Pinnegar and Chris Bloom.

The sixth inning was
scoreless, but the Bolton
defence found itself in trou-
ble in the seventh and final

frame.
The bases were quickly

loaded, and Bloom, Valley,
Ian Rettie, Ian Gabel and
Justin Tamane were able to
get across the plate.

With the bases still
loaded, player coach Michael
Keon flied out to end the
impressive rally.

Although he would have
liked a different outcome,
Keon was impressed with
how far he and his mates
took the series.

“Nothing to hang your
head about,” he remarked.

He was also optimistic
about things for next year.

“As long as we get some
guys back, we should have a
chance at the champi-
onship,” he commented.
“That’s the goal.”

Brewers’ player coach
Mike Wallace had been
lamenting throughout the
series that they were not get-
ting the hits when they need-
ed them.

That certainly wasn’t the
case Friday evening, with
things getting off to a roaring
start in the first inning.

Wallace, Brett Chater,
John Hutchinson and Matt
Blacklaws all made it home
to give the side a 4-0 lead.

They added two more
runs in the second as Chater
and Wallace both made it
home, and Owen Somerville
and Mike Blackwood crossed
the plate in the third to make
it 8-0.

Wallace agreed after the
game that they finally started
getting the hits they needed.
“Definitely a good time to do
it,” he remarked.

He was also impressed
with the way the Jays fought
back.

“They’re a good ball club,”
he said. “They’re not going to
give up.”

Bolton probably should
have wrapped up the series
last Thursday night.

They had a 2-1 lead after
four, with runs from Wallace
and Chater, while Bloom
made it home in the first for
his Aurora mates.

But the bottom of the fifth
was a confusing frame. Ian
Rettie reached first after the
umpire ruled he had been
interfered with.

The bases were eventual-
ly loaded, and by the time the
third out was notched, Ian
and Chris Rettie, along with
Tamane had all scored, put-
ting Aurora up 4-2.

The lead didn’t last long,
as Pat Warden and Adam
Wallace scored in the sixth,
tying the game 4-4, which is
how it ended.

In previous games in the
series, Bolton had their
backs to the wall August 21),
hanging just an inning away
from elimination.

Things were looking good
the following night, until the
Aurora half of the fifth inning,
when some mistakes, com-
bined with a couple of disput-

ed calls on the parts of the
umpires, saw the game end-
ing in a tie, requiring the sixth
match .

The series between the
Brewers, who led the league
in the regular season with a
19-4-1 record and the fifth-
place Jays (13-9-2) opened
August 16 in Aurora with the
Brewers leaving with a 7-2
win under their belts.

It was a different story the
next day in Bolton, as the
Jays upset their hosts 12-9.

The third game was
August 19 in Bolton, and the
Brewers just seemed unable
to get their offence into gear.

It also took a while for
them to get their defence set
for the match, as the home
side was trailing 4-0 after two
innings, and the Jays added
two more in the fourth.

The Brewers finally
showed some offensive
prowess in their end of the
fourth, loading the bases and
drawing runs from Eric
Cirone, Adam Wallace and
Blackwood.

Bolton drew a bit closer in
the sixth, notching two runs
(Shawn Chalmers and
Warden) to one for the Jays.

Bloom was hot for the
Jays, scoring four times,
while Tamane scored twice
and Ian Rettie and Pinnegar
each had single runs.

The Auguast 21 contest in
Bolton saw only two scoring
spurts.

The Jays loaded the
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bases in their end of the third,
with Keon and Bloom cross-
ing the plate (Bloom was
walked in from third). The
score stayed that way until
the seventh, with the Brewers
down to their last three outs.

Chalmers opened with the
double, and Warden drew a
walk. The runners advanced
when Blacklaws executed a
sacrifice bunt. Somerville
walked to load the bases.
Cirone was walked, scoring
Chalmers, then Chater
launched a single that had
enough on it to score Warden
and Brett Bond, who was
running for Somerville.

The game the following
day in Aurora was more com-
plicated, with feelings run-
ning high both on the field
and in the stands. Heckling
from the Bolton supporters in
the stands reached the point
that the umpire had one of
the fans ejected from the
area.

Bloom got the first run for
the Jays in the first inning,
and Warden was able to tie
things in the fourth when he
doubled, then was hit home
by Hutchinson.

It seemed that the

Brewers were taking com-
mand in their end of the fifth.
Blackwood just beat the
throw to notch a single, then
Chater scored him on a dou-
ble and coach Wallace hit a
single that scored Chater.

But either luck or ques-
tionable officiating came into
play in the bottom of the fifth.

Blackwood, playing third
base, gathered in a ball that
appeared to be in foul territo-
ry, but the umpire ruled it fair,
enabling Chris Rettie to
cruise into first and eventual-
ly score.

Later in the frame, coach
Wallace, playing at second,
seemed to notch an out, but
the ruling was he didn’t touch
the bag. Bloom also crossed
the plate in the inning,
evening the score at 3-3,
which is how the match
ended.

Wallace later maintained
he thought he touched the
bag in the crucial play in the
fifth. “I guess he saw it differ-
ently.”

“We had our chances,” he
added. “I’m not one to blame
the umpires. It’s a matter of
the big hits, which we don’t
seem to be getting right now.”

open to the public.
"In view of the fact that two

washroom buildings had been
approved by council, staff further
evaluated the situation and
came to the conclusion that two
identical buildings could best
serve the park needs and would
result in a significant savings in
design and construction cost. 

“In addition to purchasing
these buildings, it will be neces-
sary to include mechanical serv-
ices and interior fixtures for both
of the buildings. These require-
ments have been addressed
and approved by council for the
Ada Johnson Park building in the
previous staff report."

According to Mr. Downey,
purchasing these two buildings
together rather than separately

has resulted in a savings of near-
ly $10,000.

In order to take advantage of
project funding previously 
provided by the Federal govern-
ment's RiNC (Recreational
Infrastructure Canada) Program,
the construction must be com-
pleted by October 31. Of the
$200,000 price tag for the Ada
Johnson Park installation,
$133,332 has been provided
through RiNC.

New and improved wash-
room facilities are not the only
projects in the works that will go
towards improving recreational
infrastructure in Aurora as the
August Council meeting saw
$95,985.80 approved for asphalt
park pathway repairs in Atkinson
Park, Copland Park, Hamilton

Park, Norm Weller Park, Optimist
Park, and Seton Park. 

"The condition of the existing
asphalt pathway surfaces have
deteriorated over time to the point
where upgrades and repairs are
required in order to maintain an
acceptable level of service and
public safety in our parks sys-
tem," said Mr. Downey.

Of the repair projects, Norm
Weller Park is the most costly
with the removal and disposal of
existing asphalt as well as the
supply and installation of a new
surface coming in at a combined
total of $27,863.55.

On the other side of the 
spectrum is Atkinson Park, which
comes in at $6,819.75.
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Enjoy Life,
Signature-Style! There’s so much to do at Oak Ridges, you just won’t 

know where to begin. Take a specially designed Clubfit 

fitness class at The Trevi Club. Catch up on your 

reading in the magnificent Europa Library. Grab some 

popcorn and enjoy a movie at The Pantheon Theatre. 

Head to the rooftop where you can nurture your plants 

in The Greenhouse. And afterwards meet your friends 

for a refreshing drink or snack at The Sunset Pub. 

FOR RENTAL INFORMATION
AND TO BOOK A VISIT

CONTACT US NOW

905 773 4220
www.OakRidgesRetirement.com

Vibrant Seniors Living

12925 Yonge St. Richmond Hill

Presentation Centre and Model Suite Now Open
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TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3434$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 42 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Aurora artist ready for Cultural Centre 
The public is invited to

join Aurora artist Marcelo
Suaznabar, as the Aurora
Cultural Centre presents
the debut of the solo
exhibit ion Mensajes 
del Tiempo (Time
Messages), that will run
unti l  October 1, 2011,
with a free Reception
and Artist Walk & Talk on
Wednesday, September
14  from 7 to 9 p.m. This

show - the first of its kind
in Aurora - showcases 11
of Suaznabar's recent
large scale oil on canvas
pieces, including the
debut of a number of new
pieces. 

The exhibit ion pres-
ents an opportunity for
the community to enter a
world of ideas and imagi-
nation built from the
artist's historical, social

and cultural surround-
ings.

Born in Bolivia,
Marcelo was a passion-
ate young artist, with a
par ticular interest in
drawing.

He was also known to
paint on any surface he
could find.

The rich surroundings
of his bir thplace, includ-
ing folklor ic tradit ions

dating back to the 1600s
in his home city of Oruro,
helped to inform his early
work and develop his pas-
sion.

After touring with his
family throughout Bolivia,
he continued on to Chile
where he studied at the
Art School of the Catholic
University.

In 2007 Suaznabar and
his par tner moved to
Aurora; they have since
had two children. He has
exhibited widely through-
out the world, including at
the Artist Project 2011,
the Projects Gallery in
Philadelphia and the
Museum of Art in Leon,
Mexico.

Mensajes del Tiempo
is his first exhibition in
York Region. 

Themes in these huge
works focus on the sub-
conscious, and the
artist's particular concern
with man's obsession with
power and ambitious
human nature.

'Time Messages' warns
of the impact on nature
because of society's
quest for progress.

"I try to seek answers
and then to contemplate
them. I need to express
something...with the lan-
guage of colour. In my fig-
ures there is symbolism
of life, nature, the envi-
ronment, progress....the
universe and the confu-
sion of the human mind,"
he said.

One of the works by Aurora’s Marcelo Suaznabar which will be on display for
the next month at the Aurora Cultural Centre, formerly the Church Street
School, is shown here.

The repetitive images
of clocks found through-
out the show reminds
people that the cycle of
life is fragile.

An Artist Walk & Talk
is planned for
Wednesday, September
14 at 7 p.m.

A warm invitation is
extended to the public for
this event; complimentary

refreshments will be on
hand.

It will be an opportuni-
ty to hear a passionate
and world-celebrated
voice in the surrealist
style discuss these avant
garde works - and a won-
derful occasion to cele-
brate the diversity of
artistic expression found
in Aurora.
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AT YOUR 
SERVICE 

DI CECCO, 
JONES 

LAW OFFICE 

AURORA

Alessandro 
Di Cecco 

Carolyn 
Jones 

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY 

905-751-1517

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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uoSept. 24 - Sat. & Sun.
2 Weekends

Binder Twine Festival
45th Annual Kleinburg and Area

Gates open 9 a.m.

All day Entertainment featuring: JIMMY RANKIN

Main Stage:

12 noon Opening Ceremonies w/ TTAYLOR MADE TRIO

12:45 p.m. Upcoming Local Musicians

1:45 p.m. Old Tyme Fashion Show

2:15 p.m. FFRESHWATER TRADE (music reflecting the heritage of the Great Lakes region)

2:45 p.m. TThe Dirty Dishes (Toronto’s hottest Country/Bluegrass/Gospel Band)

3:45 p.m. JJIMMY RANKIN

5:00 p.m. The Infamous Binder Twine Queen Contest!

Around the Village: Taylor Made Trio, York Regional Police Pipes & Drums, Dave Hoy

Honky Tonk, Katie & Doug The Great, Canada Day Jazz Trio, The 3rd Degree Fiddlers,

Starlight Steel Drum Band, Goodman Square Dancers, and Ron the Balloon Man!

Artisans, Exhibitors and Crafts

Old Tyme Activities, Dunk Tank, Pioneer Parade, Car Show, Quilt Square Judging

and Raffle 

Children’s World: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Plus: Food Booths, Sarsparilla, Beer Garden and more!

Saturday, September 10, 2011

Admission:

ADULTS: $7.00

SENIORS/YOUTH: $5.00

CHILDREN (2 - 12 years): $2.00

Everyone in period costume:  FREE

Please leave Pets at home

Parking Available:   $2.00

1. École Publique La Fonataine

2. Foster T. Woods Memorial Woodlot

3. McMichael Canadian Collection

4. Kleinburg Public School

5. Handicap Parking:  Kleinburg Public Library

www.bindertwine.ca

Aurora woman finds sister overseas
By BROCK WEIR

Auroran Writer

April White-Stesco and
Eileen Engels were born
worlds apart.

April was raised in
Canada during the baby
boom while Eileen was born
in a Dutch prison while The
Netherlands forged ahead
after the Second World War. 

That's not to say there
weren't any similarities.

Both women are April
babies, with April born on
April 13, 1953 and Eileen on
April 30, 1946. 

But after settling comfort-
ably into adulthood - April in
Aurora and Eileen in the
Dutch province of Gelderland
- the two women discovered
a remarkable similarity nei-
ther had been aware of: they
shared the same father. 

When April received the
fateful phone call from
Project Roots - an organiza-
tion which seeks to reunite
European children born to
Canadian fathers during the
war with their natural families
- in 2002 she said a part of
her was in "total disbelief" as
she processed the idea that
she very well might have an
elder sister, a fact never even
hinted at by her father who
died in 1995.

In the intervening years,
April's disbelief has turned
into one of welcoming
acceptance, and she and her
younger sister are en route
this week to meet Eileen for
the very first time.

Although she has recon-
ciled herself with the idea,
April told The Auroran last
week that she isn't leaving
Canada free of apprehension
about the meeting. 

"To tell you the truth, I am
quite nervous about meeting
her," she said. "She writes to
me that she feels the same
way, nervous."

But for April, it has been a
long road to get to this point.

When she and Eileen first
made contact nine years
ago, April said their corre-
spondence went well for the
first year but their relation-
ship initially went off the track
due to circumstances in
April's life as well as a reti-
cence to divulge personal
information to this relative
stranger. 

"She was at the point of
wanting to make a connec-
tion and I was at the point of
not quite knowing whether
this was true or not," said
April of Eileen. "She wanted
a lot of personal information
concerning my father and I
wasn't at the point then of
being willing to give her that
information. Things soured
between us."

A little over a year ago,
April made the first steps to
reconnect.

She said she told Eileen
that she had been thinking a
lot about her and Eileen was
willing to make the connec-
tion once again.

Since that point, the two
sisters have been emailing
each other almost daily and
April said she has
approached the situation
from a different angle than

their original contact in 2002.
"I have come to know her

as a person and I think as a
friend, first of all, which is the
way we should have done it
the first time," she said.

This approach has led to
acceptance and once she
wrapped her head around to
the fact she was actually her
father's middle daughter
after considering herself the
eldest for the majority of her
life, her nervousness was
then accompanied by excite-
ment.

Through their correspon-
dence and exchanging pho-
tos, April said she has start-
ed to notice similarities in
Eileen to various other fami-
ly members - and even per-
sonality traits that are similar
to her own. 

April and Eileen's father
served with the Royal
Canadian Army Medical
Corps during the Second
World War.

Having graduated with a
degree in medicine from the
University of Toronto in
1943, he was determined to
serve in the war and did just
that, eventually attaining the
rank of Major by war's end.
During that time, he partici-
pated in the Canadian libera-
tion of Holland, particularly
in Almelo in May of 1945.

By April 1946, Eileen
came into this world.

According to April,
Eileen's mother collaborated
with the occupying Germans
during the war and was sent
to prison as a result, where
her daughter was born.

While her mother served
time, she was sent to live
with her grandparents before
her mother's sentence was
commuted by Queen Juliana
in 1951 and she went back
into the outside world.

"When she was let out of
prison, though I don't know if
you would say that she was
a second class citizen of The
Netherlands, but basically
she was stripped of her
rights to vote and she would
never be able to have a visa
for travelling outside of the
country," said April.

Her mother having died at
a relatively young age,
Eileen eventually embarked
on a nursing career, becom-
ing one The Netherlands'
leading authorities on post
partum depression.

When she tried to find her
Canadian family, Eileen went
to The Hague to see her
mother's records, much of
which were blackened out
but her mother did give the
real name of April's father as
the father of her child, which
gave a significant lead to
Project Roots in making the
connection. 

When April arrives in The
Netherlands this week, there
are many questions she
hopes her trip will answer.

Eileen has arranged a
DNA test with a leading lab-
oratory in the country to con-
firm beyond a shadow of a
doubt that they do share the
same father, but they also
hope to follow the path of

their father's wartime service
together.

"I always thought my
father led an interesting life
and it will be great just to see
some of the places the sto-
ries show in his war album,"
she said. 

But there is also a sense
of disappointment about this
trip - disappointment that
their falling out led to so
much lost time with her new-
found sister.

"Eileen has been search-
ing for me for such a long
time [and was] wholeheart-
edly ready to jump into this
and find her Canadian roots
and her Canadian family,
and I think I was the one put-
ting up the roadblock
because I totally could not
get my head around this,"
said April. "I think I needed
time to come to terms with
this myself. I do feel sorry
that there were a few years
we kind of wasted simply
because I was trying to
come to terms with this
myself."

This feeling, she said, is
shared by her younger sister,
both of whom were trying to
grapple with the reality of the
situation, something her
father never shared with his
daughters let alone other
close relatives. 

"One lesson I did learn
was the second time around
we were willing to try to find
out about each other as peo-
ple before we even brought
my father into the picture,"

April added. "I got to know
her as a person and I think
she got to know me as a per-
son and I think we became
friends. After that, it was eas-
ier for us to then discuss the
story of my father. 

"I think that was the
biggest lesson and we both
talked about this and we both
share the idea that it is better
late than not at all."

APRIL WHITE-STESCO
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Senior population is concern of candidates
As we get closer to the

October 6 election date,
local candidates continue
working to put their platform
planks in place and get the
message out to the people
and across party lines, and
if the views offered by
Newmarket-Aurora candi-
dates are any indication, a
key driver of the 2011 cam-
paign will be a focus on tak-
ing care of Ontario's aging
population.

That this is an issue
close to Liberal candidate
Christina Bisanz' heart
should not be surprising as
she has spent a significant
portion of her career work-
ing in areas of advocacy
and comes into the election
on the heels of her time as
CEO of the Ontario Long
Term Care association.

"I have been very
blessed to have had some
amazing opportunities in
my career to work with
organizations in the health-
care field," she said. "I think
that all of the elements of
jobs...I have had really have
contributed to allowing me
to have a broader perspec-
tive on what is important not
only to the business com-
munity, the not-for-profit
sector, the health sector,
but also to the people in the
community that I live in.

From Ms. Bisanz' per-
spective, the current Liberal
government's investments
in long-term and home care
are significant and should
be allowed to continue,
"making sure that seniors
who are able to stay in their
homes can do so in a way
that provides them with sup-
port to live independently.

"I'm on the board of
directors for CHATS in
Aurora and we have been
working with opportunities
through the government to
provide support for seniors
for when they are dis-
charged from hospital, so
that they get well faster with
reduced potential of ending

back in the hospital
because they haven't had
those supports.

"The government has
invested very significantly in
that area. I think, too, that
we need to look as a gov-
ernment and community at
other ways we can provide
support and services to
seniors right here in our
communities and neigh-
bourhoods. At the same
time, I think we have to rec-
ognize that there are family
caregivers who often have
to give up jobs or who have
to take additional time to
provide support and care to
their senior family mem-
bers. That is another area
that we have a huge oppor-
tunity to look at: how can we
support those people who
are providing care to family
members to help them stay
healthy and well?"

As the incumbent in 
this election, Progressive
Conservative candidate
Frank Klees said that as
MPP he has been a "strong
advocate" for seniors, par-
ticularly healthcare and
long-term care.

There is an "uncon-
scionable" wait list for sen-
iors trying to get into long-
term care homes, he said,
and that is something that
will be tackled under a new
Progressive Conservative
government.

"Under the previous PC
government, we built some
20,000 new long-term care
beds," he said. "Under the
current government,
although they cut the ribbon
on a number of the long-
term care beds that we ini-
tially introduced and
planned for, not one single
long-term care bed has
been opened. That is the
reason we have the prob-
lem today within our long-
term care facilities. There
are seniors who are being
forced to take up residence
in a long-term care home
outside of Newmarket and

Aurora and sometimes as
far away as Kitchener and
London because of facilities
that just aren't available
here.

"We're going to commit
to a new round of renova-
tions to existing long-term
care homes so that the
standards can be increased
and so that will be a major
focus."

Seniors, he said, need to
be treated with respect and
providing the "accommoda-
tion they deserve" is a key
component in this.

Tackling this will also
address the problem of
freeing up acute care beds
in hospitals that are
presently occupied by
those who should be in
long-term care facilities, he
said.

A number of constituents
have also come forward to
him with concerns over
home care where individu-
als are healthy enough to
remain in their homes but
need basic support in their

homes rather than moving
to a long-term care resi-
dence. 

"All they would need are
the basic supports within
their home of someone
coming in on a regular
basis to provide care or
provide assistance with the
cost of a hospital bed that
has the appropriate ability
to provide the mechanisms
that we need to remain
healthy, or to provide a
wheelchair or whatever the
facilities are that someone
would need so they could
live in their own home. But
the funding hasn't been
there. We're going to priori-
tize that."

NDP candidate Robin
Wardlaw shares the opinion
that more beds need to be
freed up, ensuring that
everyone is receiving the
appropriate level of care.

To tackle this problem,
one of the things he said is
needed is a minimum 
standard of care, some-
thing the Liberals have

"failed to enact".
"That concerns the New

Democrats," he said. "We
want to eliminate the wait-
ing list for long-term care
for those with complex
medical needs. We want to
support minimum stan-
dards of care so the health
and wellbeing of seniors
are protected. 

"At the moment, for
example, the ombudsman
has no jurisdiction over
long-term care facilities so
there can be no independ-
ent investigation and in
some cases even the coro-
ner, the police, and the
Ministry of Health investiga-
tions have not been ade-
quate. It seems like it would
be nice if the ombudsman
had his mandate extended
to cover school and func-
tion care facilities. There
are some big gaps in his
mandate."

From his perspective
though, home care is the
"ideal”.

If seniors are able to

stay in their homes and
receive some care, Mr.
Wardlaw said the majority
would "probably prefer
that".

'People don't really look
forward to going into a long-
term care facility when
there is certainly no other
choice. The NDP will pro-
vide a million more hours of
home care per year in our
plan."

For Green Party candi-
date Kris Kuysten, his pri-
mary goal is to have better
access to care - whether it
is health care or long-term
care - closer to home and
make it something that is
more locally driven rather
than driven by the province.

"We are going to cut out
the middleman so local
communities such as
Aurora can make their own
decision on how to best
design and assist their
aging population by giving
them supports so they can
stay in their communities as
they get older."

Aurora donates $100
to town damaged by fire

The Town of Aurora
has joined forces with a
number of municipalities
across the province in
lending a hand to help
those affected by wild-
fires that devastated
Slave Lake, Alberta this
spring.

This summer, council
approved a $100 dona-
tion through an initiative
lead by the Townships of
Carling and Nor th
Stormont to assist.

Stephen P. Kaegi, CAO
of the Township of
Carling, forwarded to
Aurora a motion passed
by his municipal council
in June which saw
Carling support the posi-
tion of the Township of
North Stormont in author-
izing the donation of $100
to the Town of Slave
Lake.

In their motion, the
Carling's council called
on their resolution to be
forwarded to all Ontario
municipalit ies with the

request that they match
the donation and Aurora
council approved their
request on consent with
no further discussion.

The spring wildfire hit
Slave Lake, Alber ta on
May 15 and by the follow-
ing day, officials estimat-
ed that 40 per cent of the
town had been damaged -
and over a third of the
Town destroyed - by the
blaze, including numer-
ous homes and infra-
structure ranging from
the local library to the
Town Hall. No injuries or
death were repor ted in
the wildfires.

The devastation at
Slave Lake was propelled
back into the nation's
consciousness in early
July when the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge
visited the community to
meet people involved in
the fires, including resi-
dents and emergency
workers, and to view
rebuilding efforts.
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COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Sterilization Units

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

Visit our showroom in Aurora at: 
305 Industrial Pkwy. South, Units 7 & 8    905-726-1557

Multifunctional 
Copiers •  Printers • Scanners 
Fax  • Duplicators • Shredders

Authorized dealer of:
Sales • Leasing • Service 

Fall Bowling Leagues
Adults – Mon; Tues & Wed

Also Seniors 10 Pin League 
Youth & Children - 10 Pin 

Saturdays 9:30 a.m. 
1st Day Free - Mention this ad 

Children & Youth Only 
Also all day Fun for all 

“Toonie Thursdays” 

Gateway Lanes 

Join us at the 22nd Annual of

Feast of Fields

at the COLD CREEK CONSERVATION AREA,
in the Township of King.      

info@feastoffields.org

TICKETS: Win free tickets. Enter our contest. 
$90 each group of 10 or more.

Tickets purchased online or phone.

TM/MCTM/MC

THE ORIGINAL ORGANIC FEAST!

“Look who’s coming!” Check the website.

Neighbourhood sup-
por t for existing traffic
calming measures in
nor theast Aurora could
soon be investigated, if
councillors pass a motion
from Councillor Evelyn
Buck this month.

In a notice of motion
which was given at last
month's meeting,
Councillor Buck calls on
staff to provide a plan to
review the traffic calming
program in north Aurora
and devise a "method to
obtain an accurate read-
ing of the neighbour-
hood's suppor t for the
program.

A c c o r d i n g  t o
Councillor Buck residents
have approached her
expressing dissatisfac-
tion with the traffic calm-
ing measures in the area,
and this was particularly
evident during the munic-
ipal election campaign
last fall.

"They want to get rid
of that traffic calming,"
she said. "A lot of people
who live in that neigh-
bourhood are seriously
affected and inconve-
nienced by it and they
hate it. That is the logic
behind this resolution.
They have had it there for
three years and as late
as last October it appears
to me that the dissatis-
faction is growing."

Dissatisfaction first
became evident from
Councillor Buck's per-

spective with the area's
local ratepayers associa-
tion "clambered to get
traffic off their streets”.

Traffic coming off of
Yonge Street diver ted
onto residential streets to
avoid busy intersections
and the situation was
worsened during the
reconstruction of St.
John's Sideroad, she
said.

"People were denied
that other avenue to get
down to the station or
down the 404 or wherever
they were going, so they
took to the residential
streets and some of the
neighbours in those
streets decided they
weren't going to stand for
that and went to the Town
for a traffic calming plan."

Councillor Buck said at
the time the council of the
day voted in favour of the
traffic calming measures
a large majority of the
neighbourhood "had no
idea what was going on
over their heads" until it
was a done deal and
"watched in horror as it
happened”.

"It is a huge mess,"
she said. "People have to
drive around the block to
get to their homes with all
the closed streets and it
was never intended to be
anything else but to
obstruct traffic and dis-
courage a person from
using the streets, which,
from their perspective,

was a rightful thing to do
from the perspective of
the people who are pay-
ing the bill to repave. We
spent mill ions repaving
those streets and then we
couldn't use them."

In addition to the
street closures, the chi-
canes have been the
source of additional
headaches, she said, as
evidenced by the damage
to their curbs.

The calming devices
have provided an obsta-
cle in firefighters
responding to emergency
situations and have been
driven over by the
response vehicle drivers,
she added.

After considering sug-
gested traffic calming
measures that were
brought to council during
open forum last month by
residents of Kennedy
Street West, Councillor
Buck told The Auroran
that she doubts those
par ticular residents
envisage anything the
likes of which have been
experienced by residents
of the nor theast quad-
rant.

As a collector road,
Kennedy Street has been
designed for through traf-
fic and while they have
noticed both an increase
in traffic as well as
increased speeds, the
Town should turn to
police enforcement to
alleviate the latter prob-

lem, she said.
"It might take a car sit-

ting there for a week and
a couple dozen tickets
issued and the problem is
solved for a while," she
said. "Then in a while it
starts up again so you
have to do it all again. It
is just one of those ongo-
ing problems and the
solution is exercising
control of it and it is
police control.

"They're drawing coun-
cil's attention to the prob-
lem, which they should.
They live on the street,
they are the ones who
see it, so they should
come to council and alert
us to the problem and it
won't get better unless
the foot gets put down.
They put their feet down
on the gas and somebody
has to put their foot down
on their neck and give
them a ticket for it!"

In the end though, the
motion which will come
back to the council table
for further discussion on
September 13 is primarily
in response to the con-
cerns of constituents.

"I voted against it then,
I have watched it since, I
have listened to people,
and I am satisfied it was
a horrendous mistake,"
she said. "It was a hor-
rendous expense and we
need to start looking at
ways of reducing the
inconvenience."

Northeast traffic may be investigated

Roads work update slated to begin soon
Work is slated to begin

this month on an update
to Aurora's Master
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
Operations study follow-
ing council approval in
August to retain a con-
sultant to compile the
study as part of the ongo-
ing effor ts to improve

Town roads.
The nearly $60,000

contract, the money for
which was allocated as
part of the 2011 capital
budget approved by
council, has been award-
ed to HDR Corporation.

"The main reason for
the study is to review the

traffic operations of the
Town's road network and
to make recommenda-
tions for improvements
and enhancements where
deemed necessary," said
Ilmar Simanovskis, the
Town's Director of
Infrastructure and
Environmental Services,

in a report.
"[The Request for

Proposal] was issued
June 28 by the Customer
and Legislative Services
Department and on July
19, 2011 the Tender
Opening Committee
received six proposals.

A review of the propos-
als was undertaken and
each proposal was evalu-
ated based on cr iter ia
defined in the RFP.

The proposal from HDR
Corporation received the
highest combined score
based on staff's evalua-
tion."

Youth can tell town
what it will look like
in 2031 and win iPad

What does your Aurora
look like in 2031?

That’s the question the
Town of Aurora is asking
local youth as part of the
development of the new
strategic plan.

“We’re asking anyone
under the age of 18 to use
any type of artistic medi-
um to best describe their
vision for our Town,” said
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe.
”We encourage people
who have a vision of the
future to use this contest
to share their ideas with
us.”

The winning submis-
sion will win an Apple iPad
2 and a cer tificate of
recognition from the Town
of Aurora.

Submissions will be
judged based on the fol-

lowing three criteria:
-Relevancy to Aurora:

How effectively does the
design illustrate your
vision for the Town of
Aurora?

- C o m p o s i t i o n /
Arrangement: Are the
subjects in the ar twork
arranged in a meaningful
and pleasing manner?

-Creativity: Does the
design show creative
thought or original idea?

All entr ies must be
received no later than
October 17 this year.

For full contest details
as well as rules 
and regulations, visit
w w w . a u r o r a s t r a t e
gicplan.ca.



• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FAN MAN

 
Tues. Fri. 10am - 6pm

Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

SUMMER 

www.thefanman.ca

BLOWOUT SALE

CEILING FANS    $69FR
OM

Unique Youth Fans

Candidate MeetingTHE AURORAN’S
Thursday, September 22 – 7.00 p.m. 

Discussion begins in the council chambers at 7.30 p.m. 
Panellists, asking questions, to be announced. 

Hosting the show is Alison Collins-Mrakas

Liberal Candidate: 
Christina Bisanz

Meet your Candidate

NDP Candidate: 
Robin Wardlaw 

Green Candidate: 
Kristopher Kuysten 

Progressive Conservative 
Candidate: Frank Klees 

at

at the Aurora Town Hall 

"To submit a question to be asked during the debate, please send your name, question, and the name(s) of the candidate(s) 
to whom your question is directed to brock@auroran.com."

Locals agree with decision to change name
Local veterans have wel-

comed the recent decision by
the Department of National
Defence to restore the his-
toric "Royal" designations to
the Canadian Forces as a
step in the right direction.

On August 16, the
Department announced the
decision to restore the names
"Royal Canadian Navy"
"Canadian Army", and "Royal
Canadian Air Force" to the
three branches of the
Canadian forces, after they
were re-named the "Maritime
Command" "Land Command"
and "Air Command" respec-
tively in a reorganization of
the Canadian military in 1968.

Cliff Davies, a long-time
member of the Aurora branch
of the Royal Canadian
Legion, who served in the
British Royal Navy before
coming to Canada said he
was "definitely happy" with
the decision and said it went
towards righting a wrong.

"It was a bad thing in the
first place to put all the forces
together," said Mr. Davies of

the 1968 reorganization. "It
didn't work as such and I think
the sensible thing is to go
back to the original and split
them up, but the chopping of
the 'Royal' off of them was an
insult. The Queen is in charge
of all forces and it is her right
to give the word 'Royal'.

"It is only from the
Monarch that you can get the
name 'Royal' and having got it
you should always keep it. It is
an honour."

Mr. Davies served in the
Royal Navy from 1943-1957,
and served as a Chief Radio
Electrical Artificer, ending his
career as the Chief Inspector
for Radio in Northern Ireland
before moving into civilian life.

When the Royal Canadian
Legion spearheaded the
drive to have the historic
names of the Canadian
Forces restored to each of its
branches, Mr. Davies said he
trusted the Legion's Dominion
Command to get the job
done.

"We accept the situation
that they are doing the right

thing," he said. "We let the
Dominion Command handle
it, they've got our vote. They
have got our backing that
they're doing the right thing."

Aurora’s Ben Kestein, who
served in the Royal Canadian
Air Force during the Second
World War, however, said the
restoration of the names was
a "bit like imperialism again"
and reminiscent of the forces
pre-1945 but while he said
that was not necessarily good
or bad, the name change
honours those who lost their
lives for the allies, which is
important in keeping their
memories and Canadian her-
itage alive, he said.

"I do think that as
Canadians we should leave it
at that," said Mr. Kestein. "Of
course, we're not worried
about the imperialistic idea
but at the same time I think
Canada did so much good
because lost so many brave
young men in both wars...and
I think they should all have
their true measure. Anything
that shows that Canada has

been a great benefiting nation
and a great benefactor defi-
nitely deserves recognition."

The decision to restore the
names was announced at a
ceremony in Halifax last
month presided over by
Defence Minister Peter
MacKay.

In a statement, Mr.
MacKay said restoring the
historic names is "an impor-
tant way of reconnecting
today's men and women in
uniform with the proud history
and traditions they carry with
them as members of the
Canadian armed forces. 

"A country forgets its past
at its own peril. From Vimy
Ridge to the Battle of the
Atlantic and from Korea to the
defence of Europe during the
Cold War, the proud legacy of
the Royal Canadian Navy, the
Canadian Army, and the
Royal Canadian Air Force will
once again serve as a time-
less link between our veter-
ans and serving soldiers,
sailors and air personnel."

The move was also her-

alded by General Walt
Natynczyk, Canada's Chief of
Defence Staff, who said he
was "honoured" to be marking
the "rich history of our 
military”.

"By restoring the historic
designations of the Canadian
Armed Forces we are contin-
uing to show unified strength
here at home, and abroad,"
he said.

Public invited to participate in creating plan
The Town of Aurora has

recently initiated a process to
create a strategic plan to guide
future directions in Aurora over
the next 20 years.

Now, the public will be able
to access the strategic plan
information or provide input
online by visiting
www.aurorastrategicplan.ca.

“Launching the Strategic
Plan website is a great oppor-
tunity to engage residents from
the comfort of their home or
office,” said Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe. “Our hope is to receive a
strong response from the com-

munity by providing several
channels of communication
such as the strategic plan web-
site, public consultations and
community events. Together,
we will be able to shape the
future of Aurora.”

The website covers several
topics on the strategic plan
including a description of the
planning process, a draft com-
munity vision and goals and a
preliminary strategic plan
structure.

The site also provides an
opportunity for residents to
submit their comments on the

draft plan through a series of
community forums and an
online survey.

Over the next few months,
the Town will be inviting resi-
dents, community groups and
businesses to share their views
and perspectives on the Aurora
they would like to see in 2031.

Residents will be invited to
take part in a variety of activi-
ties, including interviews, sur-
veys, community consultation
sessions, workshops and spe-
cial activities for youth and sen-
iors.

Visit Aurora’s Strategic Plan

website at
www.aurorastrategicplan.ca to
stay up-to-date regarding con-
sultation information, dates,
locations and ongoing
updates.

Consultation sessions are
scheduled to run until the end
of October and a draft plan will
be presented to council in
November.

For more information on the
Strategic Plan, call Anthony
Ierullo, Manager of Strategic
Initiatives, at 905-726-4742 or
by email at aierul-
lo@aurora.ca.
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European model shown. Features and equipment may vary in Canada. *MSRP for the 2012 BMW X1 xDrive28i starts at $38,500. Lease offers based on a new BMW X1 xDrive28i available only through BMW Financial Services on approved credit (OAC). APR of 4.9% applies. Lease example based on $398 
a month for 48 months. Down payment or trade equivalent of $5,900 plus first month’s payment, security deposit of approximately one month’s payment, and applicable taxes due at lease inception. Total obligation for the BMW X1 xDrive28i is $27,911. The residual value of the vehicle at the end of the term 
for the BMW X1 xDrive28i is $18,095. Additional options and taxes are extra. Annual kilometres limited to 16,000; $0.15 per excess kilometre. Excess wear-and-tear charges may apply. Freight and PDI of up to $1,995, licence, insurance, registration, taxes, EHF tire, filter, and battery fees and similar taxes 
levied on the manufacturer (if charged by the Retailer), and PPSA are extra. Additional province-specific fees, taxes, and charges may be extra. Retailers are free to set individual prices and charge administration fees, which may change the APR or the price of the vehicle. Offer expires October 2, 2011. Delivery 
must be taken by October 2, 2011. Offer is subject to availability and may be cancelled or changed without notice. Certain conditions apply. See your local BMW Retailer or bmw.ca for full details. †Certain limitations apply; see Retailer for details. ©2011 BMW Canada Inc. “BMW”, the BMW logo, BMW model 
designations and all other BMW related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties and/or trademarks of BMW AG, used under licence.

ROOM FOR EVERYTHING BUT COMPROMISE. 

 2012 BMW X1 with Sport Package shown.

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive 

Newmarket 
1-877-768-4860 The Ultimate

 Driving Experience . ®

   

 

The 2012 BMW X1 xDrive28i

4.9%*

 48 months

$398
$5,900 down

INTRODUCING THE BMW X1xDrive28i
The BMW X1 is equipped for just about anything. Its four-cyclinder TwinPower Turbo engine produces an impressive 241 horsepower, 
yet consumes a mere 6.5 L/100 km (highway) and 10.2 L/100 km (city). This versatile SAV also features xDrive® All-Wheel Drive and 
an 8-speed automatic transmission, both standard. But this offer ends October 2, so visit your nearest BMW Retailer today. 

ONLY UNTIL OCTOBER 2 NO-CHARGE SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE 4 Year/80,000 km

LEASE PAYMENT LEASE RATE STANDARD 
8-SPEED

AUTOMATIC
TRANSMISSION
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Open Road BMW
87 Mulock Drive • Newmarket

1-877-769-4860 • www.openroadbmw.ca
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Open Road BMW
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Newmarket 
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The Fr iday Night
D a n c e s  r e s u m e d
September 2nd and the
next dance will take place
Friday, September 16th. 

Variety in music and
dancing pleases the
major ity, and l ight
refreshments at 9.30 p.m.
provide a source of fresh
energy to dance until the
close at 11 p.m.

For lovers of good
opera, and almost every-
body loves fine music of
all genres, the Opera
Club star ts September
8th at 10 a.m.

The members will dis-
cuss the history of the
lute and the violin, which

can provide surpr ising
interest, besides listen-
ing to opera, sure to
enthuse and delight
everybody. 

Fine opera reaches
deeply into awareness of
what is beautiful offering
fulfil lment to respective
capacit ies to enjoy
music.

Beauty in all its forms
lures feelings of profound
happiness moved on this
occasion by musical
excellence.

CORN ROAST
Planned for Fr iday

September 9th, at 6 p.m.
is a Corn Roast,
designed to bring togeth-

Senior Scape
Dances resume

er good food and good
company, while allowing
seniors to express in
action their dedication to
a retired life of pleasure.

This event will provide
an evening of good food,
and good company who
will enjoy Corn on the
Cob, Pulled Pork on a
Bun, Hot Dogs, Baked
Beans, Coleslaw, Apple
and Peach Crisp and ice
cream with chocolate
sauce.

Cost is $8 per adult,
$4 for children. A cash
bar will serve wine and
beer. 

Invitations are extend-
ed to seniors, families
and fr iends, and an
evening as good as sen-
iors make it will rule the
day.

The Corn Roast on the
deck of the Seniors’
Centre over looking the
Aurora Arboretum should
accomplish this goal

handily.
Plenty of outdoor

space invites those with
abundant energy, and in
the West McKenzie Hall,
a video concert appeals
to all who choose a less
vigorous evening.

CHOIR
The Evergreen Choir

meets Wednesday
September 7th between
1.45 and 3.15 p.m.

Please arrive early to
collect music. 

Registration for the
choir sessions will take
place at the front counter
before practise starts.

If you can carry a
tune, the choir will wel-
come you.

Reading music is not a
requirement but the abili-
ty to read music certainly
helps. 

Choral music is a
pleasure shared among
those who make it and
those charmed to listen

to it, and it is a healthy
occupation providing
direct exercise to the
heart and lungs of the
choir members.

The healthy, stimulat-
ing effect on thoughts,
feelings and brains of all
nourished by choral
music is real, even
though difficult to quanti-
fy.

This season the choir
wil l  perform at many
functions including
Christmas and spr ing
concerts, perform at the
Richmond Hill Centre for
the Performing Arts and
take par t in the “Big
Sing” at Roy Thompson
Hall.

DOG SHOW
Showtime for dogs is

Saturday, September
17th, rain or shine, and
promises to be a great
day for dogs and their
owners.

Dogs are pack animals

and love mixed company
and the great outdoors,
where their pleasure is a
good sniff around.

The dogs do not
understand the judging
that takes place but the
owners certainly do and
prizes will be awarded for
the following: Largest
dog by height; Smallest
dog by height; Shortest
tail; Shiniest coat;
Funniest trick; The dog
that most resembles its
owner ; Best costume;
Best behaved, (stays in
down position longest).

The judge will be Tim
Jones, former mayor of
Aurora.

The entrance fee for
members is $5 and non-
members $8.

Please register in per-
son at the Seniors’
Centre, and for fur ther
information call Michelle
Stemer at 905-727-3123,
extension 3611.

Speakers lined up
for inaugural event

The hub established for
writers of all genres and expe-
rience in York Region will hold
its inaugural event in Aurora in
October.

The Writers' Community of
York Region (www.wcyork.ca)
is modelled after the highly
successful Writers' Community
of Durham Region
(www.wcdr.ca), which has
grown to over 400 members.
WCYR will provide support,
information and useful links as
well as regular opportunities for
networking, professional devel-
opment, workshops, reading
and contests.

It will also be partnering
with local libraries, cultural
associations and other groups
promoting the arts and the writ-
ten and spoken word for youth
and adults.

Membership is open to
authors of fiction, biography,
poetry, song-writing, technical
writing, copywriting, editors,
publishers, critics and more.

For $50 a year, members
receive a reduced rate on
WCYR events and those
offered by sister organizations
in the GTA and Simcoe County.

Members also gain access
to a wealth of resources, as
well as opportunities to offer
workshops, sell their books
and promote their work.

The group’s inaugural event
is scheduled for October 2nd,
at the Aurora Cultural Centre.

In conjunction with Culture
Days, the group will sponsor a
free writing workshop with
Susan Lynn Reynolds in the
morning, which will be followed
by lunch and a presentation by
feature speaker, author
Richard Scrimger.

Everyone is welcome, but
seating is by advance 
registration.
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By BRIAN WARBURTON

European model shown. Features and equipment may vary in Canada. *MSRP for the 2012 BMW X1 xDrive28i starts at $38,500. Lease offers based on a new BMW X1 xDrive28i available only through BMW Financial Services on approved credit (OAC). APR of 4.9% applies. Lease
example based on $398 a month for 48 months. Down payment or trade equivalent of $5,900 plus first month’s payment, security deposit of approximately one month’s payment, and applicable taxes due at lease inception. Total obligation for the BMWX1 xDrive28i is $27,911. The
residual value of the vehicle at the end of the term for the BMW X1 xDrive28i is $18,095. Additional options and taxes are extra. Annual kilometres limited to 16,000; $0.15 per excess kilometre. Excess wear-and-tear charges may apply. Freight and PDI of up to $1,995, licence, insur-
ance, registration, taxes, EHF tire, filter , and battery fees and similar taxes levied on the manufacturer (if charged by the Retailer), and PPSA are extra. Additional province-specific fees, taxes, and charges may be extra. Retailers are free to set individual prices and charge adminis-
tration fees, which may change the APR or the price of the vehicle. Offer expires October 2, 2011. Delivery must be taken by October 2, 2011. Offer is subject to availability and may be cancelled or changed without notice. Certain conditions apply. See your local BMW Retailer or
bmw.ca for full details. †Certain limitations apply; see Retailer for details. ©2011 BMW Canada Inc. “BMW”, the BMW logo, BMW model designations and all other BMW related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties and/or trademarks of BMW AG, used under licence.

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?

Expecting a baby

at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/

Professional?

A Civic minded

Business interested 

in sponsoring 

Welcome Wagon?

Please call
1-866-873-9913



VideosVideos

Search for businesses in our Marketplace. 
Go to www.theauroran.com then click on the 

Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page. 

Our        Town

WatchWatch

Thank you to our videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

 
CALENDAR

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Watch community just posted

Watch for new community videos each week. If you have an upcoming event and would 
like it covered by theauroran.com please have your event co-ordinator email cynthia@auroran.com

for upcoming eventsfor upcoming events
on our outstanding...on our outstanding...

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with 
Alison

Collins-Mrakas

EVENT

Watch the show on your smartphone. Here’s how...
1. On your  ‘Smart Phone’  browser go to getscanlife.com and download the free application
Scanlife.com reader (or any app you prefer) onto your phone.
2. Press the download button when the site auto-detects your device. 
3. The app will be downloaded to your phone.
Click on the ScanLife icon to scan QR codes or barcodes. 
,

“Our Town”
with 

Collins-Mrakas

 Aurora 
Farmers 

Market

AuroraFarmersMarket.tv

• This week in Aurora • Council Watch
• Mail Bag • This Weeks Topic 

Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. 

If you don’t have a smart phone
go to www.aurorafarmersmarket.tv

If you don’t have a smart phone, go to 
www.theauroran.com –click on the video –to go to TVA

If you don’t have a 
smart phone
go to www.theauroran.com click on “Event Calendar”

Alison 

www.theauroran.com
Tigers Pre-Season Hockey Highlights

POLL
NEW With the Aurora Public Library set to start looking 

at ways to expand to better serve the needs of the 
growing community, what direction do you think 
they should go? (Suggestions received will be 
published in a future edition of the The Auroran)

To participate in this POLL please go to www.theauroran.com
and scroll down the home page -- it’s on the right side.

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

 
Protect Your 

Driveway 
Keep It Looking 

Like  New 

DRIVEWAY 
SEALING

905-841-8949 
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S 

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

�

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 1,000,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each year!

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN
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(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

Over 30 years experience. 

 

CONCRETE IMPRESSIONS 
• Stamped concrete for as low as $8/sq. ft. 

Garage Floors • Driveways • Waterproofing 
• Basement Walkouts • Walk-ways • Curbs 

905-505-2410
“We leave good impressions”

• INSURED  • REFERENCES FREE ESTIMATES

www.uniqueconcreteimpressions.com

HELP WANTED

MOVING SALEDEATH NOTICE � BUSINESS SERVICES

22 - THE AURORAN, Week of September 6, 2011 

Visit us at
www.theaurorafarmersmarket.tv

See what you’ve been missing at the Farmers Market.
Lots of fresh produce, products, home baking, and 

good cooking going on each Saturday morning 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

COMING SOON
Mr. Spinner (Melvin Laidlaw) will be posting cooking 
classes -- a series of six. Each week he will do another 

part to a “Healthy Caribbean Cravings” meal.

People
don’t 
need 
your 

services 
all the time, 

but, 
if you

want to 
be there 

when they do... 

Advertise in 
The Auroran 

Classifieds

905
727-7128

SUSHI KUI
Japanese restaurant

Hiring f/t-p/t 
SERVER

Contact Bonnie 
905-727-8822 

resumé and references.

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS who enjoy
cleaning, to apply.  Own vehicle with km paid

All local driving. 2 positions available to fill. 
Someone with good leadership skills.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445

and leave a message

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cab ine t  
g rand  p iano,  
w i th  o r ig ina l  s too l .
$ 5 8 0 .  
P lease  ema i l
bob@auroran.com

�

�

CONDO FOR RENT

� FOR SALE

� FLORIDA VACATION

CONDO FOR RENT Ft.
Myers Beach Florida. 2 bed-
room, two bath, fully
equipped. Rent one week,
second week half price.
From $600 & up. Low sea-
son from $600/wk. – High
season from $1,000/wk.
www.captainsbay.com 416-
720-1755.

GUITAR LESSONS
Aurora today sounds or
past blues and jazz guitar
styles. Google Search.
Rick Washbrook. 416-824-
3377.

GREENCITY FLOORING
Construction and Design

FALL SAVINGS ON NOW!
Granite Counter Top   $39.99/sq.ft. installed
Quartz  Counter Top   $49.99/sq.ft. installed

 HARDWOOD Floor and Stair   
Wood Trim •  Tile •  Laminate  

 Home Improvements • General Contracting

905-503-1118
Two locations to serve you MARKHAMAURORAB-12, 130 Hollidge Blvd., 

Aurora ON L4G 8A3 Mulock Dr. Hwy 7

Hwy 7
14th Ave.Hollidge Blvd.

Wellington St. E.Yo
n

g
e 
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.
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d
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W
oo

d
b
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e

Tim Hortons

www.greencityflooring.com  E-mail: info@greencityflooring.com
FREE ESTIMATE • Open 7 days a week

OPEN
7 DAYS 
A WEEK

 

ALL 
PRODUCTS!

UP TO

% 
OFF30   

Supply, install and refinish

50% OFF

$5 OFF

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

ANY SERVICE WITH
$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

$5 OFF

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 
905-841-6969

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

✄
RECE$$ION BU$TER

Dennis Mills- Obituary- 
Aug 18, 2011

MILLS, Dennis Anthony passed away in
Toronto on Thursday, August 18, 2011. Born in
Toronto, Ontario on June 3, 1938; raised and 
attended school in Aurora; beloved son of Stuart
and Eleanor Mills (both deceased); brother of
Stephen (Pat); and uncle of Peter (Gail) and Loree
Meneguzzi (Michael); and grand uncle of Kelsie,
Ethan, Meghan, Madeleine and Isabella.

Dennis had many artistic and musical inter-
ests, but most of all he loved the written word. He
read voraciously and ran a successful copy-edit-
ing business from his home in the Annex
(Toronto). In the last years of his life, Dennis con-
tributed significantly to the Pathways to
Education program in Toronto tutoring and men-
toring young students. Dennis will be missed by
all who knew him and who had the privilege of
spending time with him.

A celebration of Dennis’s life will take place
at Fuzion restaurant, 580 Church St., Toronto
(one block north of Wellesley on the west side),
Sunday, September 11 from 1 to 4 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations can made to 
Pathways to Education, 6 Adelaide St. East, Suite
800, Toronto M5C 1H6.

GENERAL LABOUR AND RESTORATION TECHNICIAN 
Foley Restoration is seeking applications for a General Labour
and a Restoration Technician. These positions require working in
our warehouse and on job sites. The ideal candidate should be
courteous, personable and have restoration work experience.
Valid drivers licence and own transportation is a must. 

Interested applicants can apply online at 
www.foleyrestoration.com 
or may forward their résumé by email to 
nancy.duprebales@foleyrestoration.com 
or by fax to 905-939-2731

Holiday or New Port
Richey, FL. 2 bedroom,
1 bath. Fully furnished &
equipped. Small pet
OK. 1 mth min, 
$1375 US/mth. 905-
171-9205. lewdj
@sympatico.ca.



TAKE THE FIRST STEP
TO A HAPPIER

FEEL AMAZING 
IN JUST 2 WEEKS

WITH OUR ULTIMATE  
DETOX PROGRAM 

NOW FOR ONLY

$129

designed to naturally cleanse your 
system and jumpstart your weight loss.

REGULAR PRICE: $549 
* Includes the Ultimate Detox 
Guide, U-Turn and Kick Start 
Dietary Supplements, U-Protein, 
and Two Weeks of Personal 
Coaching (3 sessions per week).

< LORI
LOST 106 LBS

Take the time to take care of YOU and break 
the patterns contributing to your weight gain, 
poor health and overall well-being with the 
help of a doctor-formulated and personalized 
program from U Weight Loss® Clinics.

CALL OR VISIT A CLINIC NEAR    :

Follow us across the web:                www.uweightloss.com                uweightloss.com/facebook                twitter.com/uweightloss                blog.uweightloss.com

U WEIGHT LOSS CLINIC OF AURORA
1 HENDERSON DRIVE 

CALL 905.713.5673 OR EMAIL US AT aurora@uweightloss.com 
 

BEFORE 

BOOK YOUR FREE 
ONE-ON-ONE
CONSULTATION 
TODAY
and learn how you can reach 
your health and weight loss 
goals with a personalized  
U Weight Loss® program.
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Friday and Saturday 11am until 11pm 

Sunday 11am until 6pm

Machell Park

For more information go to www.aurora.ca or call 905–726–4762

Proudly sponsored by:

Aurora Home Hardware Centre

The Plan
by

Investors Group Financial Services Inc. Aurora

Friday, September 9th 
“A Taste of the Blues... and Great Food”
4:00pm - 7:00pm Children’s Activity Zone  

5:00pm Restless Neighbours
6:30pm Stars United Baton Club
8:00pm Lou Moore and Grant Lyle
 
Saturday, September 10th
“A Taste of Classic Rock... and Great Food”
11:30pm Community Sauce 
 Judging Competition
12:00pm McLaughlin & Friends
2:30pm The Fleetwood Nicks
3:30pm - 6:30pm Children’s Activity Zone 

5:00pm Glenn Marais
7:00pm - 10:00pm Electric Bull Rides ($2/ride)
8:00pm Tribute to Bon Jovi 
 Livin’ On a Prayer
 
Sunday, September 11th 
“A Taste of Country & Swing... and Great Food”
11:00am Aurora’s Got Talent
12:00pm Professional Rib 
 Teams Judging
1:30pm The Dustaleros
3:30pm Rebecca Reeves

Midway is Open All Weekend!

ENTERTAINMENT

Sponsored By:

Sponsored By:

Sponsored 
By:

Sponsored 
By:
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