
Ride the rails
Richmond Hill Live Steamers, with members from Aurora, is planning another Open

House July 9th and 10th at their location on McCowan Road, (the seventh concession
of Whitchurch-Stouffville) north of Wellington Street (the Aurora Road).

Gates will be open both days from 10.30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Officials are quick to point out the group is a 'not for profit" organization of railway

enthusiasts who build and operate miniature railway equipment on a 3.5 acre wooded
property.

The address is 15922 McCowan Road, Whitchurch-Stouffville.
There is no charge for admission or train rides. However donations are gratefully

accepted and are used for upkeep of the track site.
As well, they will have a souvenir stand and a snack bar.
Their website is: www.richmond-hill-live-steamers.tripod.com. Call 905-277-0969 for

further information.
The group’s second Open House weekend will be held September 10th and 11th.

The Town of Aurora hosts its
sixth annual Doors Open event
this Saturday, July 9 with most
sites open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This is an opportunity for resi-
dents and visitors to explore nat-
ural and built heritage, take guid-
ed tours, and view special
exhibits and displays.

Since its launch in 2006,
Doors Open Aurora has generat-
ed almost 14,000 visits to 92 par-
ticipating sites.

“Doors Open Aurora is a free
one-day event designed for par-
ticipants to discover, explore and
learn about Aurora’s history and
landmarks. This community-
based celebration helps us build
pride in Aurora’s heritage for res-
idents and visitors alike,” said
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe.

This year’s event will show-
case many significant Aurora
landmarks including Hillary
House, Trinity Anglican Church,
Aurora Cultural Centre,
Trumpeter Swan Gardens and
Rising Sun Masonic Lodge.
Sites participating for the first
time include Sherman J. Studio

and Aurora Public Library.
There will be guided walking

tours departing from the Aurora
Farmers’ Market.

At 10.30 a.m., Jacqueline
Stuart, local history expert, will
lead a walking tour taking partic-
ipants to one of Aurora’s oldest
neighbourhoods west of Yonge
Street.

At 1 p.m., Dr. John McIntyre,
an architectural history expert,
will take participants on a tour of
some of the landmarks east of
Yonge Street.

A new event this year is story-
telling time with David Heard, a
gifted storyteller and founder of
“A Step in Time” and “The Aurora
Spirit Walk.”

David will bring this art back
to life and entertain audiences of
all ages.

Storytelling time will be held
from 1.30 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Aurora Farmers’ Market.

An exhibit at Victoria Hall, will
teach children about Aurora’s
early history through a series of
kid-friendly demonstrations,
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Briefly

21 Doors Open Aurora this Saturday

Council vetoes motion
Council voted down a motion

from Councillor John Gallo ear-
lier this month calling for the
offices of the Mayor and CAO to
provide council with an explana-
tion on "how the Corporation put

forward a position to the public
on behalf of council without
council's direction", and why
policy recommendations were
noted in the statement "without
being first brought to council."

In a notice of motion last
month, Councillor Gallo
expressed concerns with how
this media release, which relat-
ed to former mayor Phyllis

Crowds were heavy along Yonge Street Friday as Aurora continued its July First celebrations
with a parade from Orchard Heights Drive to Murray Drive along Yonge. One of the witnesses
was Mary Larin, inset, a hostess at Jonathan’s Restaurant in Aurora. We have several colour
pictures of the parade for you on Page 19 of this edition of The Auroran.

Auroran photos by David Falconer and Rob Schuetze

Please see page 18

M&M wins bid over Optimists
M&M Meat Shops will be the

official food vendor of municipal-
ly sponsored events in Town
Park, following council's
approval of a recommendation
in the store's favour last week,
despite some concerns that fur-
ther consideration should be

given to a similar bid offered by
Aurora's non-profit Optimist
Club.

The move came after a dele-
gation to council the previous
week from Optimist Glen Sharp
who said that consideration in
the Town's scoring system had

not taken into account the fact
that, through their community
service programs, activities, and
events, 100 per cent of their
profits would be going back to
the Town, not the fraction that
was initially submitted. 

Please see page 16

Doors Open happens
in Aurora on Saturday
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COMING EVENTS
SATURDAY, JULY 9

Celebrate Doors Open Aurora at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Three art
gallery launches throughout the building, including Freedom of Expression in
Broad Strokes, a new editorial cartoon exhibition from the Canadian
Commission for UNESCO. Staccato celebrates three emerging young artists
in the Red & Blue Gallery;  Aberrations features print artist Lindsie Canton in
the Great Hall. Artist Walk and Talks starting at 1.30 pmThe Aurora Cultural
Centre is locates at 22 Church Street. For information please call 905-713-
1818 or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27 
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Speaker this evening is Steven Biggs

who will talk about No Guff Vegetable Gardening. The group meets on the
fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the Royal Canadian legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North. For further information call Cindy at 905-713-6660.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2
Your only chance to meet Derek Foster, Canada's youngest retiree, hap-

pens at the Aurora Public Library this evening. The national best-selling author
of 'The Idiot Millionaire' and 'Stop Working Now', he will teach you an invest-
ing approach that any six-year-old can understand. Event happens at 7 p.m.
in the Magna Room, and while seating is limited, the event is free. Pre-regis-
ter at the Adult Information Desk, or call  905-727-9493, option 4.

AUGUST 9-10
Aurora Cultural Centre presents a series of two individual Camp Days for

children ages 6 to 12. A full day brimming with a variety of music, dance, art
projects, improv and theatre games; $45 per child. Bonus before-and-after
care included in price; inquire about special rates for sibling/friend registration.
Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street. For information or to register call
905-713-1818 or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11
A fundraiser, called "Goats For Africa", will be held this evening from 6 to

10 p.m. at the Timberlane Athletic Club, 155 Vandorf Road. A barbecue,
catered by the Roving Chef, will kick things off and participants will be able to
listen to music provided by “The Timecats”. Also included in the evening’s
events will be a raffle, wine tasting and a cash bar. Admittance is $45 with all
proceeds going to P.R.E.F.E.R (poverty - reduction - education - family
empowerment - Rwanda) to send children to school and buy goats to sustain
families. Tickets are available from Dorothy Campbell. Call her at home 905-
237-9066, at work 905-830-4444, extension 2303 or on her cell at 905-751-
6342. She is also available by e-mail at dorothy.campbell119@gmail.com or
dorothy.campbell@york.ca.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14
The 38th Annual Antique & Classic Car Show will be held today from 11

a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum on Don Mills (Woodbine)
Road. Rain date is August 2. Join in as exhibitors from across southern
Ontario display their prized antique and classic cars. Food is available in the
tea room or from the barbecue. Historic buildings will be open with heritage
demonstrations, children’s activities and live entertainment. Admission is $7
(children under 7 free) or $17 per family of up to four. For more information,
call 905-727-8954.

AUGUST 15-18
Here’s your chance to join Dr. Hyoun Park and bridge the gap between

Grade 12 Calculus/Vectors and first year university calculus. Join Dr. Park at
the Aurora Public Library for four days of calculus problem-solving in prepara-
tion for university. Classes begin at 6 p.m. for two hours in the Optimist room.
The event, while restricted to students entering 1st year university calculus
only, is free although seating is limited. Pre-register at the Adult Information
Desk or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

AUGUST 23, 24
Aurora Cultural Centre presents a series of two individual Camp Days for

children ages 6 to 12. A full day brimming with a variety of music, dance, art
projects, improv and theatre games; $45 per child. Bonus before-and-after
care included in price; inquire about special rates for sibling/friend registration.
Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street. For information or to register call
905-713-1818 or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

CONTINUING
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located at 44 Metcalfe St.,

Aurora, is the local source for gently used women's, children's and men's
clothing. All monies raised are used to support the needy of Aurora, since it
goes directly to the "Welcoming Arms" Ministry. Open weekday mornings, 9.30
a.m, to 11.30 a.m. and  Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. The  Bag Sale
happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * *
The Evergreen Choir, under the direction of Richard Heinzle, meets every

Wednesday afternoon in the West-McKenzie Hall of the Aurora Seniors’
Centre. Members meet at 1.30 p.m. and rehearsals are from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
New members are always welcome. For more information call the desk at 
905-726-4767. 

* * * *
Aurora Probus Club, which meets every second Wednesday of the month

at the Aurora Legion, will not meet during July and August. They will reconvene
September 14th. Memberships consist of retired and semi-retired
PROfressional and BUSiness people, hence the name. New members are
welcome. For more information, call Marilyn Munslow at 905-727-9344 or Bob
Saunders at 905-841-3558.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To Grandmothers group, meets

monthly to raise awareness, generate funds and lobby on behalf of the grand-
mother care-givers in AIDS-ravaged Africa.  For more information call Kay at
905-841-9318 or Joan at 905-727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St. Andrew's Presbyterian

Church, corner of Victoria and Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon meets every Tuesday
at 8 p.m. at the Aurora United Church on Yonge Street.  For more information
go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on the fourth

Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North. Visitors are welcome for only $2. For more informa-
tion call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a capella Sweet Adelines cho-

rus, a group of women who gather Tuesday evenings at the Old Fire Hall,
Newmarket, to sing, share in the harmo ny of friendship and learn the bar-
bershop art form. York Highlands is always looking for new women who share
the love of a capella music. Call Karen at 905-726-2113 or e-mail Vikki at infor-
mation@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-Newmarket’s award winning cho-

rus, is looking for male singers. The group meets every Wednesday from 7
p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire Hall, 140 Main Street South, in Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first Wednesday of each month at

the Aurora Legion. New members are welcome. Call 905-727-5012 for more
information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions Club meets the second and fourth Thursdays at the

Aurora Lions Hall, corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets. Co-ed club welcomes
new members. For further information, call 905-727-6079.

* * * *
Martha's Table, the community lunch program offered at St. Andrew's

Church, Aurora, will open again on Thursday, September 1, after closing for

the summer.
* * * *

The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new members. You
do not have to be a police officer nor are you required to read music to volun-
teer. The group rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m. For
further information, contact the chorus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the co-
ordinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at Cardinal Carter School

from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program for 12 years and older boys
and girls.

* * * *
Queen’s York Rangers Army cadet corps has openings for boys and girls

aged 12 to 18. The group parades every Friday night between 7 and 9 p.m.
There is no membership fee and those in high school can earn community
service hours through the program. For further information, call 905-726-
8600.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children’s Chorus welcomes treble voices. It is a choir ded-

icated to nurturing and providing opportunities for children to express their
musical abilities. The chorus is open to boys and girls ages 5-17. Contact the
general director at keepsinging@rogers.com

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is looking for volun-

teers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day Program. The positions call

for a commitment of a few hours a week at its Aurora location. Various times
are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for boys and girls,

age three to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and girls, Grades 5 to
8, will be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway
South. For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the Community Bible

Church on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For
more information e-mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Tuesday evenings at 8.15 p.m. at the Aurora

Heights Public School and Friday mornings at St. Andrews' Presbyterian
Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are needed and beginners are
welcome. For more information, call Helen at 905-713-3439 or Agnes at 905-
841-2747.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel's on

Yonge Street. New members are welcome.
* * * *

Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first and third
Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington.
For more information call 905-830-9205.                              

King City
condominiums
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Custom Kitchens
 

Remodelling Centre
Granite/Quartz Countertops

Modern Faucets & Sinks 
All Types of Plumbing & Glass Shower Doors 

Carpeting  • Tile • Steam Baths 
Plank hardwood Floor and Stairs  •  Iron Pickets

13025 Yonge Street, Oak Ridges 
905-773-9444 or 416-209-2820

 Bath&

Kitchen Refacing 

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre
289 Wellington Street East,  Aurora - 905-727-4751

 
OF PROMOTION

PRESTIGE  I P450

• President’s Limited 
   Lifetime Warranty
• Patented heavy duty 
   burners and sear plates 
• Up to 42,000 BTU’s 
• Total cooking area: 
   up to 695 sq. in.

$799
                    $849   - Natural Gas

LAST WEEK

While quantities last...until July 10, 2011

FOR SALESOLD

Direct: 905-727-1961
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People you know...

people you trust!

Aurora resident Eric Skillins, left, gives Aurora Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Judy Marshall, and president Robin Taylor-Smith, right, 
a tour of RNC Employment Services, during their official opening of their new
site on Wellington Street East last week. Rick is employed by the company as
as Job Developer.                            Auroran photo by Rob Schuetze

Aurora defers motion
to accept OSPCA for
animal control here

Councillors will likely have a
few weeks' reprieve to assess
the existing situation at the
Newmarket branch of the
OSPCA before proceeding with
a recommendation from staff to
extend the Town's current animal
control services with the organi-
zation for another year to allow
for further investigation into all
options going forward.

In a report to the June 14
general committee meeting by
Techa van Leeuwen, Aurora's
Director of Bylaw Services, 
staff recommended a one-year
extension in the existing contract
from January 1, 2012 to the end
of the following December at a
cost of $197,129 to look at all
options.

Options available to council-
lors for the future include 
partnering with Newmarket,
Georgina, Whitchurch-
Stouffville, and East Gwillimbury
for animal control services,
entering into a longer term
agreement with the OSPCA,
and issuing an Request for
Propsal (RFP) for all interested
potential providers including the
OSPCA.

Regarding the potential part-
nership with other municipalities,
Georgina has significant capaci-
ty, said Ms. van Leeuwen.

"The animal shelter owned
and operated by the Town of
Georgina has the capacity of 75
cats and 50 dogs, sufficient to
provide shelter service for all five
municipalities," she said.
"Currently the other four munici-
palities use this shelter and have
individual contracted services for
enforcement. The partnership
would consider both enforce-
ment and shelter services. The
Town of Newmarket is the proj-
ect lead and to date there have
been three meetings. 

"The timing for a municipal
partnership is January, 2013 as
the other four municipalities have
contracted enforcement agree-
ments in place until December
31, 2012. The Town of Aurora
agreement with OSPCA expires
December 31, 2011, therefore
we would need to extend our
agreement with OSPCA or find
an alternative solution for the
year 2012."

One drawback of a municipal
partnership with a shelter in
Georgina is Aurora residents

would have an hour return trip to
retrieve a stray animal, noted
Ms. van Leeuwen.

When the matter came up
for discussion last week,
Councillor Sandra Humfryes
made the motion to defer the
matter due to the recent contro-
versies surrounding the
OSPCA, including their han-
dling of the ringworm outbreak
last year.

"There have been some
concerns from residents and I
know we have a great working
relationship, [but] I am uncom-
fortable with some of the things
I have been hearing with the
SPCA recently," she said. 

Counc i l l o r  M ichae l
Thompson concurred with
Councillor Humfryes' concerns
and said it is incumbent on
council to have the opportunity
to read the multitude of recom-
mendations that have come out
of the recent OSPCA problems. 

"I think that if we're going to
go forward with the OSPCA and
extend their contract then
maybe we can get some assur-
ances with regards to these
issues that have been raised,"
he said, suggesting the matter
be deferred until July 12. 

While council passed the

motion to defer, Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe played devil's advocate in
the matter.

"There have been a lot of
comments about the OSPCA,
especially about the operation in
Newmarket, which is the one
we use," said Mayor Dawe. "My
understanding is that the entire
operation has changed, it's
entirely new staff. Certainly
there are concerns with the
OSPCA and I believe it probably
wouldn't harm us at all in terms
of deferring to July 12. I believe
that the operation up here has
pulled up their socks and I want-
ed to come to their defence."

Extending Aurora's OSPCA
contract by one year would
allow Town Staff time to prepare
the RFP process in receiving
bids from organizations, should
that be the route council decides
to take.

"That requires some time in
there is some sensitivity in that,"
said Ms. van Leeuwen. "I would
highly recommend that if we
wanted to engage in a one-year
contract with [a group] other
than OSPCA, that we should go
through the RFP process and
see what the results provide."

The matter passed without
comment.

The Town of Aurora is
once again hosting the
Summer Concerts-in-the-
Park series.

Planned are eight
weeks of l ive musical
entertainment located at
Town Park (Mosley and
Metcalfe Streets) on
Wednesday evenings in
July and August from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. (weather
permitting).

Barbecue and picnic
foods are available for
purchase at 6.30 p.m.
before the concerts begin.

“Concer ts- in-the-Park
is a summer tradition that
all ages can enjoy and
everyone is invited,” said
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe.

“Concer ts-in-the Park
is a free concert series for
the community,” he said.
“Participants are encour-
aged to bring a donation
to the local food pantry.
Also for your seating com-
for t, please bring your
own lawn chairs.”

This year’s concer ts
are sponsored by
Cineplex Odeon, Aurora
Home Hardware, Aurora
C h r y s l e r ,  B l o w e r
E n g i n e e r i n g ,  R O N A ,
Canadian Imperial Bank
of Commerce (CIBC), Cell

More concerts
planned for park

Works, Crabby Joe’s,
Investors Group and
Magnum Gymnastics.

To learn more about
these and other Town of

Aurora events, call the
Special Events l ine at
905-726-4762 or visit
www.au ro ra . ca / spec ia l
events.
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This photo, (top) taken from the pages of a

book entitled Rural Roots, pre-Confederation

buildings of the York Region of Ontario,

shows a photo of the Petch home in its hey-

day. Today, the log house is the subject of

much controversy and is currently situated

on Town of Aurora property on Leslie Street,

just south of Wellington, bottom photo. The

house once was the home of Jonathan Petch,

the founder of Petchville, and is probably

more than 150 years old. The log house was

made of logs 14 inches wide and 26 to 28

inches deep. The original house was enlarged

by the addition of a house moved from anoth-

er concession, according to the book. The

original house was located on Lot 21,

Concession 3, which is Leslie Street, and was

moved several years ago to make room for a

shopping centre. In its prime, the house was

in Whitchurch Township, and was inherited by

Aurora in the early 1970s when the Region of

York was formed, Aurora expanded, and

Whitchurch Township became the Town of

Whitchurch-Stouffville.

The joys
of moving

a newspaper
Last week, for those of you who got a copy of The

Auroran, I promised to tell you what it was like to close a

bookstore and move a newspaper.

It was hell.

Now I know that some of you actually read the column

last week, judging by the comments I have received

about James Taylor (who?), but many still haven’t

received their copy of the newspaper, because Canada

Post is still cleaning up the thousands of pieces of mail

that have been piling up at their Wellington Street loca-

tion.

I know, I for one, am still waiting for last week’s paper

to be delivered to me. Maybe this week.

So we have moved, and are now firmly settled in the

old Post Office building - 15213 Yonge Street, Suite 8,

Aurora.

And the used bookstore, once known as R & R

Revisited, is closed until we can find a location downtown

(read Yonge Street) that we can afford.

In the meantime, the bookstore is still available on line

at usedbooksaurora@gmail.com.

We may have what you’re looking for, and it could take

us some time to find it...since the store is now in hun-

dreds of boxes and currently in storage.

Some titles are also available at www.abebooks.com

and www.biblio.com. Try everything and we’ll do our best

to accommodate you.

When we do re-open, the store will be known as

Aurora Used Books, and you’ll be the first to know about

it.

I can remember when we moved from Mary Street to

Edward Street, I figured that would be the extent of ever

moving again.

“Never again,” I said, never thinking that I’d sell the

newspaper, and the new owner would want to go some-

where else.

But then I said the same thing when I closed out our

bookstore at the Aurora Shopping Centre, where we had

been located since 1985, and where the newspaper was

born.

After filling a moving van (thank you, Vic Priestly) and

realizing I hadn’t made a dent in moving anything, I com-

mented, “never again.”

Little did I know.

This move now marks the fourth time The Auroran has

relocated, and it’s only 10 years old.

Since I am no longer the owner, I don’t care if the

paper moves again, but for the time being, this is a

delightful place to be.

We’re located on the second floor of a building that

was built in 1914, and you can get to us either through

the front (on Yonge Street) door or the rear door (off

Victoria Street). We’re on the second floor, Suite 8.

Drop in and say hello.

CATCHING UP

Thank you to all the people who answered my ques-

tion several weeks ago.

I now know that the CP in the phrase CP24 stands for

Cable Pulse or City Pulse, but that phrase isn’t used

much anymore.

According to Wikipeda, the computer encyclopedia,

CP24 is available on many Southern Ontario cable sys-

tems. CP24 is a Canadian English language cable televi-

sion specialty news channel owned and operated by Bell

Media.

Based in Toronto, it focuses on local news from the

Greater Toronto Area and Southern Ontario, although it

also covers national and international news.

It is distributed through cable in Southern Ontario and

direct broadcast satellite nationally.

The channel was licensed by the Canadian Radio-tel-

evision and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) in

1996 as Pulse 24, and launched on March 30, 1998 as

CablePulse 24 (CP24) on March 30, 1998, under the

ownership of CHUM Limited and minority partner Sun

Media, owner of the Toronto Sun daily newspaper.

The network was named as an extension of CITY-TV's

newscasts, which were then known as CityPulse.

So it’s your choice: CityPulse or CablePulse.

And now you know as much as I do about the subject.
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Youth have always been recognized as champions of
change.

For me, this desire to change the world started in high
school - with endless bake sales, oversized t-shirts and collec-
tions of loose change.

I had accumulated more than 2,000 hours of community
service, and started to wear out. I wanted to initiate change on
a macro-scale. 

My involvement in politics began last summer when I was
selected to represent York Region as an Ambassador for
Junior Team Canada (JTC) and in turn met with several elect-
ed officials, including MPP Frank Klees.

Mr. Klees gave me the opportunity to talk one-on-one
about my interests and passions. What was even more incred-
ible was the fact that he didn't patronize me. 

This summer, I am working in Mr. Klees' constituency office
and also sit on the board of the Newmarket-Aurora
Progressive Conservative Association (NAPPCA) as the VP
of Youth.

I try to empower and engage other youth to become more
involved in the community - to challenge themselves, their
elected representatives and the stereotype of politically-disen-
franchised youth.

I want to organize a Youth Forum to allow a 
demographic that is too-often overlooked to openly and direct-
ly voice their opinions.

I want to host a Community Benefit Concert because poli-
tics and campaigning can be fun.

Above all else, I still want to change the world.     
I can also quite confidently tell you that I love my job.

You'll never hear a grumpy voice if you call the 
constituency office and should you ever stop by for a visit, we
serve the best cup of tea in town.

Some days I feel like a social worker; at other times 
I feel like an IT technician, a public relations officer, 
communications staff or democracy advocate.

The purpose of the constituency office is to help 
people; absorbing and processing concerns, questions and
ideas at a grassroots level in order to create a better province.  

So the lesson, again and again, is that youth can make a
difference.

Mr. Klees certainly doesn't ignore passion, talent and com-
mitment of youth.

If you are interested in joining me, e-mail me at
annie.wang@frankklees.com for more information.   

Youth
By Annie Wang

Champions of change

Aurorans in Ottawa

I thought I was doing pretty well as I rushed to
Parliament Hill on Friday for Canada Day to welcome our
future King and Queen who were taking part in our nation-
al celebration for the very first time. 

My ego was quickly deflated when I got to the Hill at
4.45 a.m. to see all the prime locations to spot the Royal
newlyweds already taken.

After setting up shop in a location reasonably close to
where they were going to lay out the red carpet, I found out
the three students standing next to me had been camped
out since midnight... but that was nothing.

The couple standing immediately next to the girls had
been staking out their location for the previous 48 hours!

This couple was very particular about their specific spot
and the reason soon became evident as the morning went
on. With the remaining gaps in the crowd quickly filling in
to become a solid sea of red and white, they began unfurl-
ing their banners welcoming the Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge - according to their banners, it turns out they
had met William's parents on that exact spot in 1983, on
what happened to be Diana, Princess of Wales; first tour of
Canada.

This is a prime example of the many reasons the
crowds came out to see William and Catherine last week.
The general consensus in my little plot of Parliament Hill
was this wasn't just an occasion to wave the flag, rather an
opportunity to also see the Crown in action that just could-
n't be missed. But it wasn't only to see the Crown in action,
first hand experiences of the people around me illustrated
that many saw the visit and the Royal Couple themselves
as representing a living, breathing, evolving cornerstone of
our Canadian heritage. 

While some people hit the Hill to catch their first ever
glimpse of royalty, others who were there for Canada Day

last year to see the Queen and Duke of Edinburgh take the
stage brought along their friends from the length and
breadth of the country to see their grandson and his bride. 

Still others who had been brought to the Hill by their
parents to see the Queen and Duke of Edinburgh on their
Canada Day visits in 1992 and 1997 brought their own
children this time - and at least one woman who saw the
Queen and Prince Philip last year brought her newborn on
Friday!

I also had the opportunity to chat to one gentleman
there who, as a child, had lined the streets of Ottawa with
his parents to cheer on King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth (later the Queen Mother) in 1939. 

Of course it can't be denied that some people had gath-
ered to see a couple who are arguably the two biggest
media darlings in the world at the moment, but when
pressed (repeatedly) by an eager German reporter who

Broke Brock
By BROCK WEIR

Please see page 6
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Letters to the Editor

Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Tues –Sat. 10–6pm days

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

CLEAR OUTS ON SALE
www.thefanman.ca

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

To the editor,

“Root Canal” – two
words that strike terror
right to your core when
heard at the dentists’
office.

Like some, maybe
even most of you, I have
a general fear and
loathing of going to the
dentist.

My sister and I have
discussed this at length
and have arrived at the
conclusion that this pho-

bia stems from our mutu-
al experiences with not
only a par ticularly bad
school dentist (I don’t
think they have had these
professionals, using the
term loosely, for more
years than I would like to
acknowledge) and a bru-
tal, insensitive dentist in
our area.

All of our professionals
had to be within walking
distance, as mom didn’t
drive so you either
walked or took the bus

downtown to Toronto.
Living in Willowdale we

really had all the benefits
of the “burbs” and yet
were reasonably close to
a major metropolis.

But as usual, I digress.
Dentists were the sub-

ject of this dissertation.
I have a great dentist

who I have known for
more years than either of
us will admit to.

She respected my
wishes about x-rays.

I don’t believe in hav-

ing them on a regular
basis but only if absolute-
ly necessary.

The other thing that I
was adamant about was
fluoride.

I did a show on Aurora
Cable about fluoride
when Oak Ridges was
voting about having it put
in our water.

From my research, I
discovered many exam-
ples of fluoride overdoses
even at the dentist office.
Fluoride is a byproduct

I refuse to have a root canal, reader says
from the residue from
processing aluminum
cans.

Some enterprising
individual suggested that
this backwash strength-
ens teeth and promotes
oral health.

However, having read
all the articles (you can
access this info on the
internet) I was adamant
that my sons and myself
would not have fluoride
treatments.

My dentist was sympa-
thetic and I think she
even read some of the lit-
erature I provided on
“deaths from fluoride
overdoses”.

While I was unsuc-
cessful in stopping fluo-
ride from being put in our
water, I think I did my bit
by sending out some per-
tinent information to the
general public.

I procrastinate about
going to the dentist, but I
go, sometimes scared to
the point that I need gas
just to look at my teeth,
let alone clean them (I
find this to be as painful
as the poking, prodding
yearly examination).

Perhaps if I flossed
more – the string gets
caught between my teeth
and I end up just pulling it
through.

Back to “root canal”!

This week I developed
a toothache painful to the
point that Oragel and
Advil became my closest
buddies until I could go to
see my dentist.

I did try some home
remedies but they didn’t
work.

At one point I thought I
would rather give bir th
than suffer a toothache
and I had natural child-
birth.  Anyway, after the
usual poking, prodding
and a required x-ray, I
was advised that I might
need a “root canal”.

In the past I have had
two unsuccessful RCs.
They were costly and
eventually I lost the teeth
so I stated unequivocally,
NO!

She indicated that I
had to take some antibi-
otics and come back in 10
days so that she could get
a better idea as to what
was causing me so much
pain as she eliminated
cavities, gum disease etc.
She puts up with my
quirks, fears and I really
respect her opinions.

I just hope that I can
avoid the dreaded RC.

Maybe it is just a reac-
tion to my “potty mouth” of
late.  

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

A trip down memory lane
To the editor,

I wonder if any of your
readers remember that
Wells Street was a cul de
sac after Connaught
Avenue until the early
1940s.

Wells Street started at
Wellington Street and con-
tinued to two or three hous-
es south of Connaught. The
last house on the east side
was that of John Offord.

He was the superinten-

dant of the Trinity Anglican
Church Sunday School.

Besides his regular work,
he also refurbished bicy-
cles.

Around 1938, my father,
Lorne Lee, took me for a
walk to the Offord's and pur-
chased for me a good
strong used bike.

People on the east side
of Wells going north includ-
ed (among others) the
Lubicks, and Robert Moore,
the boys’ band leader.

Getting closer to
Wellington, of course, was
the Town Park.

Still on the east side
were the Marsh Ranks, (son
Ralph), the Holmans, the
Taylors and the
Hodgekinsons.

The west side included
the Andrews, the Guntons,
then the Wells Street
school.

On the next block there
were the Delahayes, the
Charles, and the Hamers.

Those were the ones I
can remember.

If one were to drive north
on Wells and not put on their
brakes at Wellington they
would run smack into Joe
Mitchell's hardware.

He also sold gasoline
from a pump out front.

Ron, does anyone in
Aurora know what a "cul de
sac" is?

Gordon Lee
LaSalle, P.Q.

Reader can’t find anything wrong with remarks
To the editor,

I just read your 'word for
word' column of Evelyn Buck's
remarks regarding the water
taxes and how they were cal-
culated.

First of all I saw nothing in

these remarks that anyone
could find personally objec-
tionable.

Councillor Buck stated her
opinions with extreme clarity
but was not in any way obnox-
ious or rude.

Secondly I completely

support her remarks as they
make a lot of sense.

Why should only some
people be taxed for something
that is being used to the benifit
of every resident in Aurora?

I would suggest that Mr.
Elliott and Mr. Simanovskis

read the remarks again in a
less heated atmosphere and
advise us what exactly was
said that they felt 'inpugned'
by.

J.P. Smith
Aurora

Auroran in Ottawa
who was teamed with a
Quebec cameraman if they
were interested "because
they are celebrities,” the 40-
or-so people in immediate
earshot responded that it
was much more than that,
but many just couldn't put
their finger on just what that
was.

By the time William and
Catherine arrived with the
Governor General and
Sharon Johnston in the
state landau accompanied
by a host of Mounties, the
enthusiasm from the crowd
- minus a handful who had
keeled over due to the heat
by that point - was palpa-
ble. 

Settling in on stage
along with the Governor
General, Mrs. Johnston,
Prime Minister Stephen
Harper, and his wife
Laureen, this sentiment

was echoed by Prince
William as he returned
remarks that had been
delivered by the other digni-
taries. 

"I'm excited to be able to
share this with Catherine
because she has told me
that she feels exactly the
same way," he said, on hav-
ing the opportunity to get to
know Canadians better,
and also reflecting the con-
tinuity that was evident in
the crowd. 

"She heard about
Canada not from her par-
ents, but from her grandfa-
ther, a wonderful man who
passed away last year, but
who held this country dear
to his heart - for he trained
in Alberta as a young pilot
during the Second World
War.

"Catherine and I espe-
cially are so thrilled and
excited by the prospect of

the next eight days, of
being part of the Canadian 
family."

"Being a part of the
Canadian family" indeed.
These were not hollow talk-
ing points, but very true, if
the crowd on Parliament
Hill was any indication.

On Friday people from
every corner of Canada
populated the sea of red
and white - including sever-
al Aurorans - and the atten-
dees from coast to coast to
coast, whether at the noon
show or staying through to
catch their second appear-
ance of the day at 9 p.m.,
were cheering not a
celebrity, not a British Duke
and Duchess, but Canada's

own royal couple. 
After standing for four

hours the previous day at
Rideau Hall, 19 hours on
Parliament Hill Friday
(minus one hour for a much
needed pub run), and a fur-
ther four on Saturday out-
side the Canadian War
Museum, my feet, however,
are considering whether to
push for a republic!

If you were also on
Parliament Hill on Canada
Day or had a chance to see
or meet the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge 
at any point during their 
trip across Canada, we'd
like to hear your 
stories. Please contact
brock@auroran.com.

From page 5
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N e i g h b o u r h o o d
Network held a bar-
becue at the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre last
week. Some big guns
were there for the
festivities, including
in the photo above,
left to right, former
mayor of Newmarket,
Tom Taylor, current
A u r o r a  m a y o r
Geoffrey Dawe, for-
mer mayor of Aurora,
Tim Jones, and 
former councillor and
police officer Steve
Hinder, current ly
the man running
N e i g h b o u r h o o d
Network. At right,
seniors Flo Murray
and Gail van Wolde,
handed out informa-
tion about the group.

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer

York affluent, but
poor lived here, too

Names that made Aurora great 
Over the years Aurora resi-

dents and the municipality itself
made news across the county
that helped to build the nation.

Garfield Case was a native of
Aurora. He became nationally
known during World War II when
he defeated Minister of Defence,
Major General A. G.
McNaughton who had been in
charge of Canadian troops over-
seas.

Prime Minister Mackenzie
King brought the General home
in 1944 and appointed him to his
Cabinet. He stood for election in
the riding of Grey North where he
was defeated by Case.

Later Case was a candidate
for the leadership of the Ontario
Progressive Conservative but
was unsuccessful, but remained
very active with the Tory party in
Aurora.

Herb Lennox was another
famous Canadian politician from
Aurora who served in both the
Ontario Legislature and the
House of Commons.

In 1925, he defeated William
Lyon Mackenzie King, then
Liberal Leader, who was running
in York North.

After graduating from law
school, Lennox settled in Aurora
to practice law and in 1900 was
elected a town councillor, but
resigned his seat in 1901 to rep-
resent the town in a lawsuit.

The Town of Markham had
sued the Town of Aurora for woo-
ing the Underhill and Sisman
Shoe Company away from their
community. Lennox later served
other terms as councillor.

In 1905 he was elected MPP
for the riding of York North and
during the election campaign
introduced the Lennox Picnic, a
popular annual summer event for
his supporters at Jackson's
Point.

The picnic became larger
and more extravagant each year
with upwards of 6,000 attending
and travelling by the old Metro
Radial, boat and other means.

In 1911 his friends and admir-
ers commissioned a large por-
trait painted by Robertson Shaw,
which later was donated to
Aurora, and when the Aurora
Museum moved into the Church
Street School in 1981, the paint-
ing found a home.  

The painting later disap-
peared until January, 2007, when
it was learned the almost life-
sized painting and ornate gilded
frame was in storage while the
old school underwent renova-
tions for its future home.

Lennox lost the election in
1919 but his career in politics
wasn't over, nor was the Lennox
Picnic. It paid off in the election of
1925 when he defeated
Mackenzie King. His last picnic in
August 1933 attracted 25,000
people.

Senator Wallace
McCutcheon owned a large cat-
tle farm on Leslie Street. In May,
1968, he held a press confer-
ence at La Colony Restaurant
(today it’s known as the Filly and
Firkin) in Aurora to announce his
resignation from the Senate and
to launch his political campaign.

He was seeking the Tory

nomination for the federal riding
of York Simcoe and said be
believed he could be more effec-
tive in serving the people as an
MP rather than a Senator.

But he lost out to Liberal John
Roberts when Pierre Elliot
Trudeau was a popular Prime
Minister and who paid a visit to
the riding in support of Roberts.

One of Aurora's most popular
residents, even if was for only a
few years was former Prime
Minister and Nobel Peace Award
recipient Lester B. Pearson.

He spent his early childhood
in Aurora from 1900 to 1903
while his father, the Rev. Edwin
Pearson was Minister at the
Aurora Methodist, now United
Church.

The Pearsons lived in the par-
son at the corner of Spruce and
Catherine and Lester attended
the Aurora Public School, or the
Church Street School.

In February 1968 Lester
Pearson returned to Aurora  for a
brief visit to help celebrate the
150th anniversary of the Aurora
United Church.

One of the first business ven-
tures of Sam Fingold, later head
of the giant Foundation
Company of Canada was to pur-
chase the Aurora General Store,
later an IGA Foodliner, then a
hardware store and now a con-
venience store on Wellington
Street East and moved his fami-
ly to Aurora to operate it.

They are gone but not forgot-
ten as they helped to build Aurora
and take its name with them in
their travels.

York Region is an affluent
community with a growing and
diversified labour force. It has
the fifth highest median family
in Canada and the second
highest in Ontario.

It is also clear that not all
residents are fully benefitting
from the region's wealth with a
growing number of residents
living in low income house-
holds.

This number grew from
72,565 residents in 2001 to
112,501 in 2006.

As of 2006, the region's
labour force was 500,000
making it the third highest
labour force in Ontario and of
those residents who worked
78 per cent worked full time
and 22 per cent part time.

Also in that year, 50 per
cent of the region's employed
labour force  worked within the
region, 40 per cent worked
outside the region and 10 per
cent either worked outside
Canada or had no fixed work
address.

In 2006 there were 238,640
families living in the region.
The median family income
was shown as $89,099 with
$102,006 in King and
$101,188 in Aurora.

King, Aurora and
Whitchurch-Stouffville were
within the top 25 municipalities
in Canada for highest median
family incomes as reported in
the 2006 census.

Households are different
from families as they can be a
group of people living together
or an individual living alone.
There are 275,680 house-
holds in the region.

In 2006 the median income
was the second highest medi-
an household income in the
GTA, with King the highest at
$91,762 followed by Aurora at

$89,177.
The number of households

with an income over $100,000
increased by 45 per cent
between 2001 and 2006 so
that by 2006 there were
106,295 households in the
region in this income group,

At the same time the low
income population in the
region was increasing with
112,591 residents or about 13
per cent living in low income
households, 55 per cent more
than in 2001.

Five years ago, almost 15
per cent or 32,500 of the
region's children under the
age of 18 lived in low income
households with 10 per cent
living in Aurora.

Spending more than 30 per
cent of a person's household
income for housing can make
it difficult to pay for other
necessities such as food,
clothing, education and trans-
portation and the ability of York
Region residents to afford
housing is increasing issue.

In 2006 the proportion of all
regional households that spent
30 per cent or more on hous-
ing was 30 per cent compared
to 25 per cent in 1991, Tenants
tended to be more vulnerable
than homeowners as in 2006
27 per cent of households
compared to 48 per cent of
tenants spent more than 30
per cent of their income on
shelter costs.

Five years ago, there were
91,920 seniors, 65 plus, living
in the region representing 10
per cent of the regional popu-
lation with 12 per cent living on
a low income. All numbers
have increased today.

In 2007 there were 3,636
long term care beds in York
and 283 people were waiting
for a bed.
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Call the experts for a free consultation

416-418-7885 
1-877-895-9766 www.glidingshelf.ca

Made in Canada

Convert your 

existing cabinets 

with custom 

gliding shelves

.

ity Canadian craftsmanship

 Professional consultation and installation 
The best warranty in the industry

AT YOUR 
SERVICE 

DI CECCO, 
JONES 

LAW OFFICE 

AURORA

Alessandro 
Di Cecco 

Carolyn 
Jones 

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY 

905-751-1517

Remember when CB radio 
was a rage in the Aurora area

With cellular phones
widely used today by
motor ists, pedestr ians,
shoppers and teenagers,
there isn't a need for a
CB or Citizen Band radio.

But back in 1963 CB
radios were widely used
as a means of communi-
cation.

Communication of
more than 30 miles was
forbidden although some-
times local users
received calls from as far
away as southern
California.

As users do not have
exclusive r ights to the
channels, DOT regula-
tions required that after
five minutes of conversa-
tion, the user must stay
off the channel for one
minute.

No special test was
involved in obtaining a
licence for CB radio, so
that anyone over 18
years of age, with a valid
reason for wanting two-
way communication,
could get a licence for
$10.

Users in the
Aurora/Newmarket area
formed York County's
Citizen Band radio organ-

ization known as SERV-
CB and expressed their
willingness to help any
worthwhile organization. 

SERV stood for Safety
and Emergency Radio
Volunteers.

The group, about 20 of
them, owned a truck
which in addition to the
radio equipment was
equipped to dispense
coffee and sandwiches at
fires and other disasters.

Fires, f loods or f lat
tires, it didn't matter to
members of SERV-CB.
Whatever the occasion,
they were willing to help.
Members considered
themselves on call 24
hours a day, seven days
a week.

They had CB radios in
their cars and in their
homes and kept their
ears open for calls for
assistance. 

Locally, channel 12
was used as the club
channel for activities and
channel 9 was monitored
for emergencies.

The late Aub Leslie of
Aurora was vice-presi-
dent of SERV-CB. 

Back in October, 1969,
he recalled the 1968

Newmarket Main Street
fire when the group was
called out to provide
back-up communications
with their radios and
serve the firefighters hot
soup and coffee.

He also recalled the
group being called out
during the 1968/69 winter
to assist in the search for
two youngsters who had
been lost for a number of
days near Keswick. 

Unfortunately the two
boys were found dead
near their home.

The club was finan-
cially self-sufficient with
its revenue coming from
members and donations
by persons or organiza-
tions who had received
assistance from the
group.

Members have a lan-
guage of their own known
as the 10 code. 

Unlike Amateur Radio
(or "ham") operators,
CBers were not allowed
to talk to anyone at will. 

For one station to call
another there had to be a
mutual personal or busi-
ness interest involved.

When Aurora had its
volunteer f irefighters,

every t ime the alarm
sounded, local members
of SERV-CB were quick to
respond to aid in crowd
control and provide com-
munication back-up if
required.

But it was not all hard
work. 

While the group did not
consider themselves a
social club they held
monthly meetings at
Aurora’s Victoria Hall and
a monthly "on air" meet-
ing.

During 1972 Len
Foster and Ernie
Roylance organized a
Transmitter Hunt. The
object was for CBers,
members and non-mem-
bers, to try and locate a
hidden transmitter using
clues transmitted by the
hidden transmitter and
received over radios in
the cars.

Bob Middleton was the
winner, Bob Gibson, sec-
ond, Joe DeGerr, third
and Ken Kingham, won
the trophy for most use-
less miles traveled.

By 1976 the use of CB
radio was more than elec-
tronic toy as it had saved
hundreds of lives and pro-
vided back-up communi-
cation links during emer-
gencies. 

At the time it was the
fastest growing communi-
cations medium since the
telephone.

CB users developed a
language all of their own
and each user normally
had a CB handle (name). 

Old-timers may
remember movies or TV
shows with truckers warn-
ing other truckers about
the whereabouts of
"Smokey".

It wasn't long before
the CB boom started to
fade to be replaced by
other forms of communi-
cation, including Amateur
(ham) Radio. 

In fact, CB radio no
longer requires a licence

and there was never a
requirement for CB oper-
ators to take examina-
tions.

But for several years
the members of the
SERV-CB radio club per-
formed yeoman service in
the local area.

Many former "CBers"
subsequently graduated
to the Amateur Radio
Service, which is also
under the domain of the
federal government but
demands that operators
successfully write an
exam and adhere to strin-
gent regulations based
upon international
treaties.

More information about
Amateur Radio may be
found on the internet at
www.rac.ca.

Gabriel Schacher, owner of Aurora’s Gabriel’s Café on Yonge Street, and

Anna Fiume spent much of the July First holiday serving strawberries and

waffles to visitors at the Aurora Cultural Centre.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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buygmc.ca

VEHICLE PRICING IS NOW EASIER TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE FREIGHT, PDI AND MANDATORY GOVERNMENT LEVIES. Prices do not include applicable taxes and PPSA. 
Consumers may be required to pay up to $799 for Dealer fees.***

Redemption allowances†

range from $700 - $2,000

PAY♦♦

SLT-2††

TERRAIN SLE SIERRA
CREW CAB 4WD NEVADA EDITION

ACADIA SLE

ASK YOUR DEALER ABOUT LEASING

SIERRA EXT. CAB 4WD 
NEVADA EDITION

SLE Ext. Cab 4WD with Chrome 
Accessories Package and 20-in 

Chrome-Clad Aluminum Wheels††

EMPLOYEE PRICING WITH
VARIABLE RATE FINANCING

$164 AT
 3%

BI-WEEKLY FOR 84 MONTHS¥ $0 DOWN PAYMENT. TAXES NOT 
INCLUDED. OFFERS INCLUDE FREIGHT, PDI & LEVIES

EMPLOYEE PRICING WITH
VARIABLE RATE FINANCING

EMPLOYEE PRICING WITH
VARIABLE RATE FINANCING

$181 AT
 3%

BI-WEEKLY FOR 84 MONTHS¥ $0 DOWN PAYMENT. TAXES NOT 
INCLUDED. OFFERS INCLUDE FREIGHT, PDI, LEVIES & $7,000 
CASH CREDIT♦

BI-WEEKLY FOR 84 MONTHS¥ $0 DOWN PAYMENT. TAXES NOT INCLUDED. 
OFFERS INCLUDE FREIGHT, PDI, LEVIES & $2,300 CASH CREDIT♦

EMPLOYEE PRICING WITH
VARIABLE RATE FINANCING

$207 AT
 3%0%

FINANCING
FOR 48 MONTHS‡

OR

 
$166 

AT
 3% BI-WEEKLY FOR 84 MONTHS¥ $0 DOWN PAYMENT.

TAXES NOT INCLUDED. OFFERS INCLUDE FREIGHT,
PDI, LEVIES & $8,000 CASH CREDIT.♦



10 - THE AURORAN, Week of July 5, 2011



THE AURORAN, Week of July 5, 2011 - 11

Vibrant 
Seniors 
Living

Enjoy life, Signature~style!

CONTACT US NOW FOR RENTAL INFORMATION

Looking for a little more spring in your step? More bounce to 

the ounce? More energy and vitality every single day? Then 

choose a Retirement Community devoted to helping you bring 

positive energy to everything you do, with a comprehensive 

program of  activities and services designed to make every day 

fantastic. Signature Living is coming to Oak Ridges, and we’d 

love to show you just how great life can be!

905 773 4220
www.oakridgesretirement.com

Renting Soon!
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games and activities pre-
sented by educator
Katherine Belrose.

Doors Open Aurora is
an activity of the Aurora
Heritage Advisory
Committee.

The following are fea-
tured sites of Doors Open
Aurora 2011: St. Andrew’s
College, Hillary House &
Koffler Museum of
Medicine, Trumpeter Swan
Gardens, Sherman J. Art
Studio, Aurora United
Church, Vic’s Shoe Repair,
Aurora Public Library, Pine

Tree Potters Guild, Aurora
Cultural Centre “formerly
known as the Church
Street School”, Heritage
for Kids at Victoria Hall
“Disciples of Christ
Church”, St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church,
Aurora Lions Club,
Scarborough Model
Railroads, Trinity Anglican
Church, Rising Sun
Masonic Lodge, Aurora
Farmers’ Market, “From the
pretty to the gritty” Walking
tour west of Yonge Street,
“Furrows and Footsteps”
Storytelling Time,

“Salvation, legislation,
education and damnation”
Walking Tour east of Yonge
Street, The Smith House –
JacKryn France,  The
Charles Henry Sheppard
House & Sheppards’ Bush
Conservation Area.

For more event informa-
tion and a map of 
the local sites, visit
www.aurora.ca/doorsopen
2011 or contact Mai Al
Nabhan, Manager of
Heritage Planning and
Urban Design at 905-727-
3123 ext. 4351 or email
malnabhan@aurora.ca.

From page 1

Doors Open here Saturday

Aurora’s Helen Mackenzie, front, was the special guest Friday at Aqua Grill,
as she celebrated her 100th birthday. In the picture with her is her daughter-
in-law Pat Mackenzie.

MPP Klees happy 
you can now donate 
organs through website

"At long last", said
Newmarket-Aurora MPP
Frank Klees in response to
the recent announcement
that Ontario residents will be
able to register as organ and
tissue donors on-line. 

Mr. Klees has been call-
ing for an on-line registration
system for years, and has
repeatedly challenged the
provincial government to
make it a priority. 

The website, bead-
onor.ca, will enable Ontario
residents to register their

intentions by filing the appro-
priate information using their
Ontario Health card. 

"I will never understand
why it took the government
this long to put an on-line
registry system in place,"
said Mr. Klees. "This was not
only something that I have
been calling for, but was rec-
ommended by the govern-
ment's Panel on Organ
Donation as well as the
Auditor General."

"While this is good news
for the more than 1,500

patients on the wait list for
organ and tissue donations,
we will never make up the
lost time for those who never
got the call that an organ
was made available." 

Mr. Klees recently issued
a challenge to all MPPs in
the legislature to join him in
a campaign to raise aware-
ness about organ donation,
pointing out that Ontario lags
far behind most other juris-
dictions in the number of
people registered as poten-
tial donors. 
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.caSPORTS

Soccer Results
HOUSE LEAGUE

RESULTS
Boys Results

June 2 - Upper
Canada Mall/Maroon 1
(Bilotta) vs Upper
Canada Mall/Scarlet 1
(Screech); Upper Canada
Mall/Royal 1 (Stel) vs
Upper Canada
Mall/Emerald - 0; Upper
Canada Mall/Scarlet 1
(James) vs Dr Steiners
Drillers 3 (Foxwell,
Pozzebon 2).

Week of June 13th -
Boys Results - U8/9B -
W - June 15 -
Subway/Sky 6 (Setinas

3, Ricci, Redi, Carson) vs
Pitaland/Scarlet - 8
(Zambri 5, Saheb, Gipp,
Simone.) State Farm 2
(Fischer, Rappos ) vs
Soccer Nation/Navy 1
(Mollard)   U11B
Mon/Wed - Pizza Pizza 2
(Fleishchaker, Dufty) vs
Priestly Demolition 1 
(Tantalo) ; 

U13B T/Thurs - Core
Micro/Emerald 3 (Eby,
Vucko, Henry) vs
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Jewellery/Sky 8 (Sangha
6, Eydt, Barbuto);
Fairplay/Royal 3
(McConal, Midaalo,

Duarte) vs
Salzburg/Navy 1
(Mettel); Pitaland/Scarlet
5 (Campbell 2, Altomore,
McCartney, Madalena) vs
Wilson Bailiff
Bandits/White 1
(Salama-Frakes) 

Girls Result - 
Week of June 16th 
U11G T/Th - Pitaland

/Scarlet 3 (Pennington 2,
Winter) vs Soccer Nation
/Navy 5 (Howell 2, Brown,
Holden, Pecora);
G u a r a n t e e d
Roofing/Emerald 4
(Steward, Bellerby,

MacLeod, Point) vs
Subway/Sky 2 (Card,
Tencinger); Canadian
Springs/Gold 5 (Davison,
MacFarlane, Wilson,
Peterson, Cluney) vs
Canadian Springs
/Royal U13G - T/Thur-
Canadian Vascular
Labs/Navy 4 (Siery,
Reiter, Keller) vs
Reflexion Pools/Royal 4
; Pitaland/Scarlet 2
(Shortt 2) vs Summers
and Smith/Sky 5
(Verstraten, Gibson,
Petinarelis, Maugeri 2);
Thomas Cook/White 4
(Roel-D'Angelo 2,

Dimatulac, Al-Kas) vs
G o l d e r
Associates/Emerald 6
(Howell 4, Whelan,
Steeles)  U14/15G
Mon/Wed -  Home
Hardware/Emerald 2 vs
Stirling Cook/Navy 1;
Upper Canada Mall/Gold
2 (Hookey, Schilter) vs
Remax Sarah
Kavoos/Lime 3 (Coulter
3); Upper Canada
Mall/Orange 0 vs
Gringler Iskov
Learner/Royal 3;
Johnson Financial
Group/Sky 1 (Kenea) vs
Scotiabank/Scarlet 1

(Bever); X-Copper/White
4 (Jones 2, Boston 2) vs
Upper Canada
Mall/Purple 2 (Moody,
Crouse). 

U16 - 18G Tues -
Upper Canada
Mall/Emerald 5 (Churchill
4, Gaudio 1) vs Quality
Rugs/Purple 1 (Masci);
Dr. Weaver/Scarlet 1
(Rowbottom) vs Upper
Canada Mall/White 2
(McIlraith, Zubiuk);
Gringler Iskov
Learner/Navy 4 vs Upper
Canada Mall/Lime 2
Upper Canada Mall/Sky
4 vs Fairplay/Royal 5.

905-727-3300 Week of July 5, 2011theauroran.com

Trail connection will be
built on private property

Despite pleas from the
owner of Willow Farm on
the south side of St.
John's Sideroad just west
of Yonge Street, plans for
a trail connection going
along his property will
continue as planned.

Aurora Council
approved the trail connec-
tion last week.

Property owner
Michael Egan appeared
as a delegate at the June
14 general committee
meeting where he said
that, in spite of his being
aware of an easement
already in place on the
property when he pur-
chased it 12 years ago
from Kwik Kopy, an alter-
native route should be
found due to the improve-
ments he has made to the
property.

"We put a couple mil-
lion dollars investment
into this property," he

said. "When we bought it,
the previous owners had
negotiated with the Town
for an easement to put a
trail through there and at
the time it probably made
sense because it was cor-
porate use and that was
it. Today it is an active
property with horses and
kids, and our family living
there and growing up. I
think that the original
intent of putting the trail
basically through our
back yard doesn't really
make sense anymore for
a lot of different reasons -
safety, farm equipment,
horses running around,
swimming pools and that
sort of thing."

While he said the trails
were a great idea, he said
there is another way to do
it that wouldn't affect his
property, by running it
down Willow Farm Lane to
St. John's and over to the

McKenzie Marsh to con-
nect to the Nokiidaa Trail
link.

Councillors were not
necessarily sympathetic
to Mr. Egan's request, one
which he reiterated as a
council delegate last
week.

At the previous meet-
ing, Councillor Chris
Ballard pointed out that
the property in question is
up for sale.

"[With the easement]
the purchasers knew what
they were getting into,"
said Councillor Ballard. "I
believe the property is up
for sale, there are big
signs on it, so that may
have something to do with
them not wanting this to
go forward."

If alternative routes
were explored to bypass
the trail link through
Willow Farm, it would
depend on the timetable

for the eventual recon-
struction of St. John's
Sideroad.

There is a sunset
clause on the easement
which means the Town
needs to implement the
trail by 2012.  

According to Al
Downey, Aurora's Director
of Parks and Recreation,
the Region of York has not
scheduled the St. John's
Sideroad reconstruction
to begin until at least
2021 with an expected
completion date of 2031.

But even if a path to
run alongside the road
was found to be a viable
alternative to this particu-
lar trail extension it would
defeat the purpose of the
off-road trails system,
argued councillors. 

"I agree with the phi-
losophy that if we're going
to put trails on roads,
what is the point of having

a trail?" asked Councillor
John Gallo. "It defeats the
purpose. I was hoping we
could have come to an
agreement [with Mr. Egan]
and unfor tunately it is
what it is. I have to be in
support of what is before
us and I'm hoping once it
is done the impact on his
property is next to nothing
and it all works out.
Unfor tunately we can't
always have everyone on
the same page."

Earlier in the evening,
local trails advocate Klaus
Wehrenberg expressed a
similar sentiment.

Town Staff, he said,
were "very respectful"
when the easement was
initially put on the proper-
ty and the trail alignment
was plotted along the
perimeter of the southern
and eastern parts of the
property.

"Off road trails take

users back to nature and
Aurorans have long-since
embraced that," said Mr.
Wehrenberg of Aurora's
trail plan. "This Willow
Farm trail alignment does
exactly that, at next to no
inconvenience to the cur-
rent landowner and, more
importantly as well, the
trail alignment is on this
legally registered ease-
ment [which] will connect
Aurora's nor th-western
trail system to Aurora's
major north-south corri-
dor at Nokiidaa.

"Aurora is now in the
last year in which we can
take advantage of the
trails easement across
the Willow Farm property.
Let us not squander the
foresight and sound nego-
tiating efforts of our plan-
ning and parks depart-
ment staff from 20 years
ago. Aurorans will be
thankful."
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Police And Community Together

 
(Police and Community Together) 
New members are welcome.
Please contact us by email 
aurorapact@gmail.com

This page is proudly sponsored by: 

Police Liaisons

Dan Hunter – OPP

Linda Newman - YRP

Melanie Moffat – YRP

Shayne Mulligan – YRP

    

(Police and Community Togeth

P A C T
 

Providing professional and personalized services 
to York Region for more than 50 years. 

2 Orchard Heights Blvd., Unit 23 
Aurora, Ontario, L4G 3W3 

Aurora: 905-713-9870    Toll Free: 1-800-668-8976
    Fax: 905-727-5749   www.hartwellthayer.com

Hartwell Thayer Financial Services Group

By JASON SARRACINI

You’re in the car, singing along to your favourite song on the
radio.

The song ends and the normally energetic Radio
Announcer comes back on the radio, but this time he is very seri-
ous.

He states that there is an Amber Alert.  He shares details
about a missing 12-year-old child, who might have been taken
by a neighbour, and the car they were last seen driving.

This announcement is typically preceded by the AMBER
Alert tone.  You wonder what this all means, what exactly is an
Amber Alert.  

To reach this answer let’s start from the beginning.  Amber
actually stands for "America's Missing: Broadcasting
Emergency Response”.

However it originated from Amber Hagerman, a nine-year-
old child who was abducted and murdered in Arlington, Texas in
1996.

Amber’s father, along with other members of the 
community, came up with the idea of getting information to the
media once it is believed abduction has taken place.  

This idea led to an electronic alert system to inform the pub-
lic when a child abduction, it’s believed, has taken place.

When local law enforcement believes a child under 18 years
of age has been abducted, and is in danger, an Amber Alert is
issued.

There needs to be sufficient descriptive information in

regards to the child, the abductor or abductor’s vehicle to be
most effective.

Once issued, the information can be broadcasted on radio
stations, television channels, electronic highway signs, and 
lottery terminals.  

Mac’s Convenience Stores have lent a helping hand, and
use their media screens in all of their 480 stores to broadcast
alerts.

As technology progresses so does the means of 
broadcasting alerts.

Any individual is able to sign up to receive Amber Alerts texts
to their cell phone.

You can register for the SMS text messaging options at
http://wirelessamber.ca .     

In addition, social networking has helped the Amber Alert
program as you can find out information on the Ontario AMBER
Alert Facebook page.  

The Amber Alert system has grown in leaps and bounds
since its original launch.

It is now used across all of North America.
In 2002, the Amber Alert was brought to Canada; Alberta

was the first province to adopt this system.  Ontario created its
own AMBER Alert program in 2003.

Currently every province in Canada has adopted the pro-
gram.  

The Ontario AMBER Alert program was reviewed in 2009.
Recommendations that came out of the review have been

implemented including some changes to the AMBER Alert acti-
vation guidelines.  

Amber Alerts enable many more eyes looking for this child.
So when your favourite song is interrupted on the radio, or

there is a message flashing across your television, take the time
to understand what is going on.

When you’re driving down the road or filling up at the gas sta-
tion be diligent of your surroundings.

When you are at Mac’s Convenience Stores and their
screen is showing the child’s face, look at the details they offer.

You never know when you might recognize that license plate
you just heard or spot the child that was just described; it could
mean that child’s life.  We all want our children to be safe, that’s
our number one goal.

If we all understand and use the Amber Alert system to the
best of its capabilities; we increase the odds of reaching that
goal, and that, in the opinion of this writer, is great thing.

For more information please review, 
www.opp.ca/ecms/files/260908072.8.pdf 

What is an AMBER Alert?

Aurora’s Ryan Murphy
drafted by Hurricanes

Graduating Villanova
College student Ryan
Murphy has been drafted
by the Carolina Hurricanes
in the National Hockey
League's 2011 Entry
Draft, which was held in
Minnesota recently. 

Murphy, a defenceman,
was drafted in the first
round, 12th overall by the
Hurricanes. 

Aurora's Murphy was
drafted third overall in the
Ontario Hockey League
Priority Selection by the
Kitchener Rangers in
2009.

The 18-year-old went
on to have two successful
seasons for the Rangers,
including finishing first in
the OHL among defence-
men with 26 goals and
second in points with 79
(26 goals, 53 assists) in
63 games.

He was voted into the
top three by OHL Western
Conference coaches in the
Smartest Player and Best
Offensive Defenceman
category this season.

In his rookie regular
season, he had 39 points
(six goals, 33 assists) in
62 games. 

As a rookie with
Kitchener in 2010, he was
an integral par t of theRYAN MURPHY

Helen’s Main Activity
Was The Crosswords

Now she has other options to weigh Park Place
Manor

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

15055 Yonge St.,Aurora

905-727-2952

Visit us online at www.chartwellreit.ca

STRAWBERRY 
SOCIAL

Monday, July 11th at 2:30pm
Join us for delicious 

strawberry treats and 
entertainment with Marie Gogo. 

Call to reserve your seat. 

At Chartwell we offer residents a mix of activities 
from musical presentations to card tournaments, 
as well as yoga, and exercise classes for those 
looking for something a little more active.

team's playoff run,
recording 17 points (five
goals, 12 assists) in 20
games, helping the
Rangers reach the semifi-
nals. 

After being cut from
the Under-18 team in
August and Canada's
World Junior team in
December 2010, Murphy
made his Team Canada
debut in April at the 2011
Under-18 World

Championships in
Germany.

He led the team and all
defensemen with 13
points (four goals, nine
assists) in seven games
and was named the Top
Defenceman of the tour-
nament, as Canada fin-
ished fourth.

Murphy was Villanova
College's senior boys'
hockey team's MVP in the
2008-09 season.

He also played minor
hockey with the York
Simcoe Express, winning
the Ontario Minor Hockey
Association AAA champi-
onships in bantam (2008)
and peewee (2006).

It was his York Simcoe
Express coach, Maurice
Catenacci, who helped
develop his offensive
skills and made him
believe in his ability as a
defenceman.
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Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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uoJuly 12 - 4 Days
July 23 - 4 Sat. 

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3434$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 42 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Mayor reflects on time with new council
Looking back at the first

six months of the new coun-
cil, Aurora's Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe says "respect and pro-
ductivity" have been the hall-
marks of the tenure thus far.

After being given a deci-
sive mandate from the peo-
ple of Aurora over now-for-
mer mayor Phyllis Morris in
last October's municipal
election, he says he will fos-
ter this message going for-
ward by "stealing a phrase"
from the York Regional
Police: "Deeds speak".

Eliminating the Town's
involvement in Ms. Morris'
controversial $6 million
defamation lawsuit against
three local bloggers, among
others, was probably the
most visible achievement of
the council so far, in Mayor
Dawe's estimation, but there
have been less visible
achievements that speak to
the "respect and productivi-
ty" he has worked to bring
into the fore, he said.

"We opened the doors, so
the doors are no longer
locked," said Mayor Dawe,
regarding keeping doors to
the Mayor and CAO's office
areas open to the public,

rather than behind locked
doors during the previous
administration, a less visible
achievement of the term.

"[We moved] the Clerk
and the CAO back to our
side of the table. We're a
team - it is not us versus
them, and I think that was

highly important and spoke
to how we wished to conduct
the business of the Town.
Outside comments I hear
are just the level of respect
and decorum at the council
table has improved dramati-
cally."

"There's more laughter in

the hall," he added, talking
about Town Staff. "You have
to start internally so you
have to make sure the peo-
ple you are surrounding
yourself with are coming to
work because they want to
go and because they want to
do a good job. Then the ben-
efit of that just flows out into
the community so things get
done."

That being said, there is
still room for improvement,
he said, particularly in "get-
ting more things done in a
shorter period of time."

While he concedes that
that is his private sector
background talking, he said
the June 27 Council work-
shop on various matters held
over for further discussion
from the budget process is
one way of achieving this.

Better budget forecasting,
he said, is also integral to
making the process more
efficient in the future. 

"What we're looking at
now is implementing a long-
range capital forecast com-
mittee or finance committee
to start to look at these
things and say, 'If you look at
the year 2020, we see this

happening and we recognize
it now,'" he said. "It just gets
on the horizon so it is not a
surprise."

If one had already been in
place, council and Staff
would not have been "caught
short" by the increase in the
budget for fire services.

"Having been out there for
10 years, it should have
been far more widely known
and should have been
planned for," he said. 

Although Mayor Dawe
maintains that cancelling the
Town's involvement in Ms.
Morris' lawsuit was one of
the visible achievements of
the new council thus far, he
also said it was one of the
most challenging.

He said he heard from
people wanting council to
move a bit faster in dealing
with the matter, but "there
was a lot to learn and a lot to
understand”.

"There was a great
amount of concern and care
that we not rush into a deci-
sion," he said. "We got into
this position by, in my opin-
ion, rushing to judgement in
the first place. We were quite
concerned that we took all
the steps necessary to make
sure that we were aware of
the facts and what the con-
sequences of the decision
would be."

When asked how he set
about striking the tone in
handling the matter, he said
you have to make a decision
based on the facts.

"For most people, you
don't have to like a decision
someone makes, but if you
can look at the rationale of
how that decision was made
and say, 'I understand the
process, I don't particularly
like the outcome, but I don't
have a problem with the
process', and I believe that is
how you address the issue."

Looking ahead to the next
six months, in addition to the
strategic plan and the possi-
ble finance committee,
Mayor Dawe said he is look-
ing forward to addressing the
challenges of youth, includ-
ing the possibility of a youth
centre, developing "more of
a sense of community" in
Aurora, and putting "some
flesh on the bones" of the
Aurora Promenade Study,
but once the strategic plan is
"on the rails".

"Downtown is still an
issue, there are things to be
looked at there, there are still
things to do to try and revital-
ize that area, and I think
once we get our strategic
plan in place it is an opportu-
nity to try to put some meat
on the bones around how we
do that."

GEOFFREY DAWE

Remember when?

It’ll be tough to top this party
Aurora is well known for its

many special events, such as
the Canada Day Celebrations,
the Annual Street Festival,
Santa Claus Parade under the
Stars, and so many others.

But one community event
that will be hard to beat was
the celebration that was
arranged for the Nation's
Centennial in 1967.

A town committee had
planned the celebrations for
months as an once-in-a-life-
time experience.

The rain that dominated
the weather for three of the
four days of celebrations failed
to dampen the spirit of the
people as they partied in the
rain and that seemed to bring
them closer together.

It all started in April, 1965,
when Doug Richardson, chair-
man of Aurora's Centennial
Committee reported to council
that committee members still
recommended that parks
development be the theme of
the celebrations, despite a fire
which had destroyed the
Yonge Street arena, three
months earlier.

A budget of $26,292 was
approved for a major park to
be developed and later the
committee purchased 34 trees
to be planted in the parks.

The celebration part of the
Centennial event was headed
by Don Glass and in June,
1966, the Centennial
Committee with representa-
tives from various community
groups met to plan for the big
event.

Co-Chairman of the com-
mittee was Mayor Clarence
Davis.

A committee of town coun-
cil was appointed to plan a
special inaugural meeting of
new council in January, 1967,
in keeping with the Centennial
theme.

The inaugural meeting
launched the Centennial
events.

Instead of the more tradi-
tional inaugural in the council
chambers, the swearing-in
was conducted in the auditori-
um of the Dr. G. W. Williams
Secondary School with
Colonel O.S. Hollinrake,
County Magistrate administer-
ing the oath of office.

A highlight of the ceremony
was a presentation by mem-
bers of the Aurora Drama
Workshop, now Theatre
Aurora, of an 1867 Aurora
council meeting in period
dress and using material from
the minutes of council of that
date.

Canadian Forces
Headquarters announced that
the Red Knight, the RCAF's
acrobatic jet would take part in
the Centennial celebrations.

The Red Knight had previ-
ously appeared in Aurora in
1963 when the town celebrat-
ed its Centennial.

Prime Minister Lester
Pearson agreed to be
Aurora's guest during the cel-
ebrations.

He was the town's most
famous old boy as he attend-
ed the Church Street School
as a child as his father was the
minister at the Aurora
Methodist, now United
Church.

Illtyd Harris, organist at the
church delivered the invitation
to the Prime Minister at coun-
cil's request. He arranged an
evening of Canadian music at
the church.

Unfortunately the Prime
Minister had to cancel at the
last minute due to Centennial
commitments in Ottawa.

The celebration were held
during the weekend of June
15 to 18, 1967, and at the
Centennial Ball held in the
newly opened Community
Centre, Pam Snelgrove was
selected as Centennial
Princess.

Friday was a day filled with
special children's programs

arranged through the school
boards with a big Cen-Teen
Dance in the evening featur-
ing three bands and five hours
of dancing followed by a fire-
works display.

Following the teen's gyra-
tions at their dance in the
Town Park, the Aurora Lions
Club provided the fireworks
display under sullen skies and
there was pride and enthusi-
asm as the teens joined
together to sing "The Maple
Leaf Forever" and "O
Canada".

Saturday was a busy day
as the Aurora Junior Chamber
of Commerce re-enacted the
historic 1837 Lloydtown
March on Toronto during the
Rebellion of Upper Canada.

The Jaycees dressed as
York County farmers with
rakes and pitchforks marched
down Yonge Street in Aurora
but were met at the south end
of town by the armed soldiers
of the Queen's York Rangers
who drove the rebels back.

There was the biggest
parade in Aurora history at
that time with six bands, 45
floats and 2,000 marchers.

Track and field events
were held at St. Andrew's
College as the participants
splashed through two short-
ened field days watched by
damped spectators, but there

was still a spirit of festival in
the air.

The Exhausted Roosters
of the Aurora Jaycees operat-
ed a barbeque under the sod-
den skies and found them-
selves with more than 1,000
customers lined up in the
mud.

The Jaycees were known
for their famous chicken bar-
beque, as Aurora was then
known as the Chicken Capital
of the World which the
Jaycees featured on their
windbreakers.

In the evening the Aurora
Rotary Club presented
"Hoedown '67" a 90-minute
variety show featuring Joey
Hollingsworth, the Skyliners
and Penny, the Hansen
Sisters and Norma and her
Pets, followed by dancing.

Sunday ended the official
celebrations with a Royal
Canadian Legion Drumhead
Service at the Cenotaph and a
massed choir of 200 children
at the Community Centre.

But the Centennial cele-
brations weren't quite over as
they finished in a blaze of
glory on January 6, 1968 at
the Town Park.

A huge bonfire from a
mountain of Christmas trees lit
the sky over Aurora as the
town rung down the curtain on
a colourful Centennial Year.                                
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MEN & Children 
Welcome

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Over 318
colours to 

choose from

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Group Specials 

• Artificial Nail Enhancements: 
– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm M, T & W

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

.CA

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

Established Since 2005

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. (Next to Post Office & TD Bank) 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

 
Chris Armstrong 

Sales  Representat ive  

“Your First Great Decision”

carmstrong@trebnet.com
www.carmstrong.ca

905-727-3154

MPP for the riding of Newmarket-Aurora, Frank Klees, opened his provincial campaign at his Edward
Street location with a barbecue last week. In the photo are, left to right, Frank Klees, Janesse McPhillips,
former Mayor of Aurora Tim Jones and current mayor Geoffrey Dawe. The barbecue attracted more than
400 people.                                                                                                      Auroran photo by Rob Schuetze

Aurora Seniors
Duplicate Bridge

Monday, June 27 -
Nor th/South: Mary
Oglanby and Joan
Rotenberg; Anne White
and Joe Badali; Don
Strupat and Pat Spear.

East/West: Inger Kamel
and Priscilla Hull; Peter
Winders and Betty Dyson
and Kay Hack and Melody
Irving, tied for second
place; Al and Pat Blois.
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FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

Doors Open happens here Saturday
By MAI AL NABHAN

Doors Open Aurora is
happening this Saturday;
don't miss this wonderful
opportunity to participate
in this unique and memo-
rable day. 

Start your Doors Open
day with a visit to the
Aurora Farmers’ Market.

This is a place to enjoy
a taste of Aurora's season-
al fruits and vegetables,
baked goods, handmade
jewelry, and other crafts
during its open hours from
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

While at the Market,
visit the Doors Open booth
and pick up your maps,
brochures and other print-
ed materials so you can
plan your day to get the
most out of it.

Volunteers at the Doors
Open booth will help you
plan your tour and answer
any questions you might
have.

There are many new
sites participating in this
year's event as well as
returning sites; all of which
are waiting for you to drop
by and discover more hid-
den treasures in our town. 

SHERMAN J. STUDIO
Nestled on the east side

of the historic Temperance
Street, this charming small
house was built in the
1850s or 1860s and
believed to have been relo-
cated to its current site in
the 1880s. Originally a res-
idence, it is now an art stu-
dio of talented Judy
Sherman.

This opportunity is two-
fold. A chance to visit a
charming Georgian-style
house that still has its orig-
inal wood flooring, base-
boards and windows
intact; and, enjoy an art
exhibition by one of
Aurora's talented artists.

AURORA CULTURAL
CENTRE

Aurora Cultural Centre,
formerly known as the
"Church Street School",

was built in 1885 and
remained in use as a
school until 1952. The
impressive design was
influenced by Indian archi-
tecture, since at this time
Queen Victoria had recent-
ly been proclaimed
Empress of India. 

The Aurora Cultural
Centre with its remarkable
design and state of art
activities became a cultur-
al hub not only for Aurora
but for York region at large.

In celebration of Doors
Open, the Cultural Centre
has specially crafted
events: the Community
Paint-by-numbers art proj-
ect starting at 10 a.m.;
Aurora Historical Society's
Artifacts and Archival dis-
play from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
three new Exhibits
Reception with Artist walk
& talks from 1 p,m, to 4
p.m.; and self guided tours.

AURORA LIONS CLUB
HALL

The Aurora Mechanics
Institute and Library
Association originated in
1855 as the Aurora
Association for the
Diffusion of Helpful
Knowledge. The Institute
was an organization start-
ed in England to advance
the education of "mechan-
ics" - a term all craftsmen,
tradesmen and factory
workers were called at that
time. 

Because of its educa-
tional goals, the
Mechanics Institute
opened Aurora's first pub-
lic library as well. In 1870
the Mechanics Institute
constructed this building,
expanding it in 1888.

Over the years the Hall
has been used for a variety
of events. It reached a high
point of activity during the
First WW when it served
as the venue for a number
of productions intended to
increase morale on the
home front and raise funds
for troops.

As the years passed,

the Mechanics Institute's
activities gradually
decreased in frequency
and in 1920, the Town of
Aurora took over the Hall.

In 1951, the Lions Club
purchased the building and
applied stucco over its
original brick. In 1956, the
Aurora Gospel Church
occupied the building until
1981, when the Lions Club
resumed occupancy.

You’ll notice one of the
Hall's most notable fea-
tures, its rose window a
particular characteristic of
19th century Gothic
Revival architecture found
primarily on Christian
churches all over the
world. 

SCARBOROUGH
MODEL RAILROADS
Doors Open Aurora

invites you to visit this very
popular and fascinating
exhibit by the Scarborough
Model Railroaders club.
The club's permanent
location is in Scarborough,
but for Doors Open Aurora,
they will be bringing their
portable HO scale layout to
town.

On this sectional layout,
they run steam and diesel
locomotives, most
equipped with realistic
sound, as well as a cam-
era-equipped rail diesel
car that provides a live TV
feed from the engineer's
perspective - making you
feel like you are part of the
action! 

The exhibit will be host-
ed at the Aurora Lions
Club Hall.

TRUMPETER SWAN
GARDEN

Another very popular
site to visit is the
Trumpeter Swan Garden, a
natural local treasure.

The Trumpeter swans
are the largest waterfowl in
the world. Historically they
had been heavily hunted in
all over North America
since the 1700s - the last
one in Ontario being shot
at Long Point in 1886. 

Tours of this unique site
will be led by its founder
Harry Lumsden, a
renowned naturalist, and a
member of the Order of
Canada.

He is also the Lifetime
Achievement Award winner
for his outstanding dedica-
tion to the return and
breeding of Trumpeter
swans in Ontario and the
preservation of Aurora's
natural heritage. 

Learn about Lumsden's
remarkable and successful
work in bringing back and
re-establishing the trum-
peter swan population,
which was extinct in
Ontario for more than 100
years.

The Trumpeter Swan
Garden is a definite high-
light of Doors Open Aurora
2011. 

Bring your boots, some
bug spray, and a camera!

Located just south of
Wellington and the down-
town core is this hidden
gem - a virtual oasis and
haven for the Trumpeter
Swan, geese, and ducks;
amid native and rare plant
species from Russia,
Central China, and Japan.

If the sights don't
impress you, Lumsden's
knowledge, passion and
hospitality certainly will!

JACKRYN FRANCE -
THE SMITH HOUSE
While walking down

Wellington Street East
among the mature trees, a
piece of blue catches your
eye. It's the Smith House
located at 89 Wellington
Street East. 

The Smith House built
in 1883 and named after
its longest tenant, the
Smith family (1915-1959);
is a good example of the
traditional Gothic Revival
style of architecture; a
style that was popular from
the mid-1700s to the early
1990s.

The owner, Rita Theil
undertook extensive
restoration of the building

as part of the conversion to
its current use. The ceiling
under the entranceway was
exposed after being hidden
under a false ceiling and
the oak doorways, stair-
case, and the original floor
in the upstairs showroom
were restored.

The result is a beautiful-
ly restored showcase for
the products of JacKryn
France. 

CHARLES HENRY
SHEPPARD HOUSE

SHEPPARD'S BUSH
CONSERVATION AREA

The Sheppard Estate
House and associated
buildings are set within a
picturesque woodlot.

Although a private
estate, the Sheppard
Family regularly invited
Aurorans to enjoy their
home and property
throughout their tenure.

Brownies, Scouts and
school classes were regu-
larly invited to observe
sugaring operations. The
property also included an
active farm and an active
fox-farm for a time.

The Sheppard Estate is
a unique and significant
collection of cultural her-
itage resources, including
an estate house, associat-
ed structures and man-
made plantings set within a
picturesque forest land-
scape. 

Both the House and the
Bush Conservation Area
were donated to the
Ontario Heritage Trust in
the 1970s.

The Sheppard's Bush
Conservation, is now man-
aged by the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation
Authority.

The Charles Henry
Sheppard House is an out-
standing 'Arts and Crafts'
style and is now occupied
by the Windfall Ecology
Centre, which is currently
implementing an energy-
efficiency retrofit project
that will showcase ecologi-
cally friendly options avail-
able to heritage homes.

The Sugar Bush is an
outstanding and rare sur-
vivor of a once active sugar
bush in Aurora.  It con-
tributes to a highly distinc-
tive setting incorporating
mature trees influenced
and utilized by human
activity. 

The working sugar bush
was tapped throughout the
history of the estate as a
residence and is a major
part of the story of the
estate. Sheppard's Bush is
located at 93 Industrial
Parkway and parking is
free.

For more information,
visit www.aurora.ca/
   doorsopen2011 or call
(905) 727-3123 Ext. 4351.

Optimists lose bid to M&M
"According to their

2011 bid, M&M Meat
Shops will continue to
commit to a 50 cent per
item donation back to the
Town while the Optimist
Club is willing to commit
10 per cent of their overall
sales revenue," said Al
Downey, Director of Parks
and Recreation in a
report.

When the delegation
originally came forward,
some councillors said they
thought further considera-
tion should be given to
their bid with the new
information that had been
presented. 

"The Optimist Club giv-
ing everything back to the
Town is probably what will
serve us best," argued
Councillor Paul Pirri at the
June 14 meeting.

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

however, said that going
back to the table and re-
evaluating a bid based on
newly presented informa-
tion might call the Town's
bidding process into ques-
tion.

"Given that this was put
out in an open bidding
process, are we not some-
what invalidating our bid
process if we go back
when someone comes
after the fact?" he asked.
"Can we not assume that
because this is now public
they have information that
we can go back?

"In private life I lost
contracts because I didn't
follow the procedure."

W h i l e  c o u n c i l l o r s
a c c e p t e d  t h e  s t a f f  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  l a s t
week, Councillor Wendy
Gaertner expressed hope
that more would be done
to support the fundraising

efforts of Aurora's not-for-
profit groups like the
Optimist Club in the
future. 

"I believe it is right for
the Town to support its
not-for-profit groups and
to enable them to partici-
pate in raising money,"
she said. "There should be
some sort of scoring if all
the money is spent in
Town or, if they're compet-
ing against for profit
groups, to be given a high-
er score as not-for-profit
groups. 

"It is disappointing that
the Optimists who do so
much who work in Town
have lost an opportunity to
sell food at Town Park and
a for-profit company has
taken its place.”

With the agreement
approved, M&M will be
contracted to sell food and
beverages at Concerts in

the Park (July 6, 13, 20,
and 27, August 3, 10, 17,
and 24), Theatre in the
Park (July 17), and Movies
In the Park (August 30, 31,
and September 1).

From page 1



You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 79,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

 
Protect Your 

Driveway 
Keep It Looking 

Like  New 

DRIVEWAY 
SEALING

905-841-8949 
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S 

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

� BUSINESS SERVICES� DEATH NOTICE � HELP WANTED

� HELP WANTED

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cab ine t  
g rand  p iano,  w i t h  
or ig ina l  s too l . $580. 
P lease  ema i l
bob@auroran.com

� SWIMMING INSTRUCTION 

NON-COMPETITIVE and
COMPETITIVE SWIM-
MING: Children to adults.
Aurora Selkies and
Masters Swim Clubs.
Register now for the
2011/12 season. www.
swimgym.ca 905-841-
3450.

VideosVideos

Bringing the business community to you!

www.theauroran.com 

We have tons of events in and around Aurora on our 

at www. theauroran.com
Come out and enjoy.  Most events are FREE!

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with 
Alison 

Search for businesses in our Marketplace. 
Go go www.theauroran.com then click on the 

Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page. 

Our        Town

WatchWatch

 
    

Thank you to our videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

EVENT CALENDAR

THEAURORAN.COM

Collins-Mrakas

Watch

community

Watch for new community videos each week. If you have an upcoming event and would 
like it covered by theauroran.com please have your event co-ordinator email cynthia@auroran.com

•  Canada Day Parade
•  Wishmania World Record Attempt
• 16th Annual Chamber Street Festival
•  Championship and household 
    Pet Cat Show

   

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN
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(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

Thomas Kwok 
Real Estate Broker 

25 years experience
Flexible commission from 3.5%

HomeLife/Bayview
Realty Inc. Brokerage 

Independently owned and operated

905.889.2200  •  416-399.2128 

Over 30 years experience. 

 

CONCRETE IMPRESSIONS 
• Stamped concrete for as low as $8/sq. ft. 

Garage Floors • Driveways • Waterproofing 
• Basement Walkouts • Walk-ways • Curbs 

905-505-2410
“We leave good impressions”

• INSURED  • REFERENCES FREE ESTIMATES

www.uniqueconcreteimpressions.com

SUNRAY HORTICULTURAL

Lawn Cutting

905.758.8100
sunrayhorticulture.com

Garden Design       Flower Planting

Weed Control    • • • 
• 

• 
Garden Maintenance

3 Cu.Yds. $109 + HST 
(Includes delivery to Aurora & Newmarket 

other areas slightly more) 

 
 

MINI BIN 
$139 + HST 
DROP OFF 
& PICK UP  

Also available: MULCH, TOPSOIL, GRAVEL, RIVER ROCK, SCREENINGS 
FULL  SERVICE  LANDSCAPE  COMPANY 

CALL US @ 905-727-7102 

WEEDLESS 
GARDEN 

SOIL 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS at 7
• This Week in Aurora • Council Watch 

• Mail Bag • This Week’s Topic

� CONDO FOR RENT� FOR SALE

CONDO FOR RENT Ft.
Myers Beach Florida. 2 bed-
room, two bath, fully
equiped. Rent one week,
second week half price.
From $600 & up. Low sea-
son from $600/wk. – High
season from $1,000/wk.
www.captainsbay.com 416-
720-1755.

 

Red Cross certified 
All levels 

Call Ali

Swimming Lessons
In our pool or yours? 

416-648-0304

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 
� ARTICLES WANTED

CASH PAID - old comic
books, cards, collectables.
S t i l l  i n  b a s e m e n t /
a t t i c ?  I n d i v i d u a l
items/collections. 905-853-
2181

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL
Only 1$ 957with 

this 
coupon

(On most vehicles)

We also buy 

VEHICLES 
SCRAP 

For all of your 
automotive needs. 
70 Industrial Pkwy. S. 
Aurora 905-841-6041

�

�

Times may be hard...

Water doesn’t have to be!

Solving water problems since 1925

For more information call: 
905-713-6326

FREE WATER TESTING

THANK
YOU 

for
SUPPORTING

THEAURORAN

CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISERS
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Technology \Development Assistant. 
If you are a student under the age of 25 years, 
a computer technology whiz and would like to 

help the new cultural centre establish a web and 
social media presence, please contact us ASAP. 

Must have strong IT skills and be able to 
work in a team atmosphere. 7 week contract, 

effective immediately.
  

Summer Student Position 

Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, Aurora, L4G 1G4.

Send resume to Carol Sharp at  
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS to join our 
friendly team. FT/PT position required 

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings.
Drivers needed.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message between
8.30 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Canada Day Festivities
We got some footage of the Canada Day Festivities in the 

Town Park on Canada Day and posted it on TV Aurora 
-- clips of all the activities including Aurora Idol and fireworks!
If you missed it, want to know more for next year, or just want to

watch for the fun of it... visit us at www.theauroran.com 
and click on the main video screen. This will take you to TVA, 

then, just click on the thumbnail you would like to watch. 
(To see clips from the Aurora parade, below, go to community videos 

on the home page www.theauroran.com)

STOREY Barbara Joyce Phyllis 
(nee French),

It is with great sadness that the family
announces the passing of Barbara on
Tuesday, June 28, 2011 surrounded by her
loving family, following a short battle with
cancer. She was a loving wife of 53 years to
George. A devoted Mother and best friend
to Janet (Ed), Dean (Geri) and John. A cher-
ished and proud Grandma to Danielle and
Natasha. Sister to Beryl Putt, pre-deceased
by brothers John (Florence) and Bruce
(Kathryn), A loving Aunt to Joan, Sharon,
David, Reid and Randy. Barbara will also be
dearly missed by her many family, neigh-
bours and friends. The family wishes to
extend a heartfelt thanks to the staff at St.
Michael's Hospital for the exceptional care
and support extended to Barbara while in
their care. Cremation has taken place. A cel-
ebration of Barbara's life will be held on
Wednesday July 6, 2011 at the TRINITY
ANGLICAN CHURCH, 79 Victoria St.
Aurora ON. at 1 p.m. A private Inurnment to
follow at Roches Point Cemetery at a later
date. In lieu of flowers, donations made to
the International Fund for Animal Welfare
or the Canadian Cancer Society would be
appreciated. Online condolences may be
made at taylorfh@arbormemorial.com

Are you a multi- tasker? Creative thinker? Pass ionate
about sales? This might be just the opportunity you’ve
been looking for.

Responsibilities include:
• Service and expand existing accounts through 

maintaining good customer relations and developing 
sales programs that meet advertisers’ business needs.

• Prospect for new accounts including researching 
advertisers in competing publications and reviewing 
new businesses in the area.

• Establish and renew advertising contracts.
• Collect, process, and proof Clients’ ads for 

completeness and accuracy.
• Provide Composing with clear and organized 

instructions / designs for ads.
• Negotiate rates with Clients, subject to Department 

restrictions, and to assist Accounting with the 
collection of accounts.

• Accurately complete run sheets to ensure accounting 
maintains current files on all Clients.

• Respond to incoming telephone inquiries concerning 
advertising services.

• Address customer concerns in a timely and 
appropriate manner.

• Attain and/or surpass sales targets.

The successful candidate will:
• be action-oriented, creative, customer focused, result

driven and have the ability to maintain composure at
all times 

• have sound knowledge of sales and marketing
practices

• have excellent communication skills, verbal and written
• have the ability to work individually and as part of a 
     team with minimum supervision
• have strong computer knowledge in Microsoft Office; 

experience with design applications an asset
• have the ability to meet deadlines and work under

pressure
• be extremely organized and detail oriented
• have strong time management skills
• have strong presentation skills

Qualifications:
• College Diploma in business, marketing 

or related field preferred 
or 3 years sales experience.

• Valid driver’s license and 
good driving record

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates 
should forward 

their resume and cover letter to  
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

Full-Time Advertising 
Sales Representative

� ELDER CARE WANTED

ELDER CARE PRACTI-
TIONER OFFERS: nutri-
tional consultations (first –
free); daily activities; 
meal-plans and more. call:
416-859-6374, email: car-
ingharts@gmail.com.
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Dinner for 3 “A”  

GRAND OPENING 
Empire Chef Empire Chef 

Chinese Cuisine
Open style kitchen - First one in Aurora

Always fresh • No MSG • 100% vegetable oil

Only $4.99

Great lunch specials

Aurora Shopping Centre – 14800 Yonge St. 
Unit 112 - By NO FRILLS

905-503-6888 empirechefmenu.com

Now only $26.95 

BEST FOOD 
FAST TAKE-OUT 
& DELIVERY 

OPEN
7 DAYS

A WEEK
 –drink included

We’re part of your community and it is our privilege to serve you better. Our 
friendly staff is here to help, serving your needs with a complete range of personal 
and small business banking services. 

Call or visit one of these TD Canada Trust Branches in 
Aurora today.
Yonge & Wellington 
15255 Yonge St.  (905) 727-2220

Yonge & Dunning  
14845 Yonge St.  (905) 727-4123

Aurora Centre  
15440 Bayview Ave.  (905) 841-4177

Wellington & Leslie  
40 First Commerce Dr.  (905) 841-7550

TD Canada Trust

Convenient hours to serve you better.

M04706 (0411)

905-727-2220

905-727-4123

905-841-4177

905-841-7550

DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

Visit our showroom in Aurora at: 
305 Industrial Pkwy. South, Units 7 & 8    905-726-1557

Multifunctional 
Copiers •  Printers • Scanners 
Fax  • Duplicators • Shredders

Authorized dealer of:
Sales • Leasing • Service 

Construction of the Petch
House occurred when pio-
neers farmed, fished and
hunted for their living, and if
that failed, neighbours
assisted neighbours.

Canada was rich in land
and natural resources, and
the pioneers of the day fared
well, for the times because
pioneers’ lives required
extremely arduous, gruelling
hard work. 

Now the Petch House, a
reminder of those days,
touches the lives of the
Aurora Seniors’ Association
(ASA) with the proposal to
locate it in the Arboretum at
the back of the Seniors’
Centre.

The Petch House would
be a wonderful addition,
except that the location in
the Arboretum, near to busy
John West Way, lacks the
space required.

Why select a location lim-
ited in space, for an impor-
tant legacy from our past?

Why compromise the
back of the Seniors’ Centre
and the entrance to the
Arboretum, when valid alter-
natives exist? 

A quick fix appals me

even if it brings in a few 
dollars. 

The Seniors’ Centre, the
Arboretum and the future of
the Petch House, and even
the reliability of council and
administration to do what is
right, all come into consider-
ation in respect to the issue
of the Petch House.

The Arboretum should
serve the future of Aurora,
as an attraction for local vis-
itors and tourists from every-
where, and the Petch
House, ideally located would
serve as an outstanding
focal point, and an attraction
in its own right.

Until I read the proposal
to locate the Petch House
close to the Seniors’ Centre,
I had formed no intention to
voice an opinion on where
the Petch House should go.

The Petch House, con-
structed in 1844, is about
100 years older than most
seniors are, and will contin-
ue to prosper with appropri-
ate interest, care and atten-
tion. 

Advancing this plan may
well backfire, since the loca-
tion of such a structure lies
in an area, officially

acknowledged as limited in
space. So why spoil it?

The space as it now
stands presents an agree-
able entrance to the
Arboretum, growing in beau-
ty with each passing season
and the Arboretum repre-
sents a jewel in the prosper-
ity of Aurora!

Impairing the entrance to
the Arboretum with lack of
sufficient consideration for
the present or future,
reflects on a flawed plan. 

Damage incurred with
implementation of the plan
to locate the Petch House
on this plot of land may
require future restoration of
the entrance to the
Arboretum! 

The Petch House repre-
sents authentic pioneer
architecture, nothing
grandiose but part of
Canadian national heritage,
and something we should
preserve. Old log houses will
become increasingly
uncommon, and we should
have a policy to preserve
what is worth preserving. 

The community has the
influence to preserve today’s
pioneer relics for the future,

and we should unleash that
influence accordingly.

This dilapidated old build-
ing stirs interest in our
rugged pioneer past, and
possesses growing value,
with little likelihood of
replacement, once irretriev-
ably lost.

The future will be horri-
fied if Aurora affects this
project adversely, by com-
promising the entrance to
the Arboretum and failing to
heed community recommen-
dations. 

A pioneer house such as
Petch House would normally
stand as a solitary structure,
near to fresh water and
pathways.

Some distance from busy
concrete roads would be
nice, and the Petch House
would stand as a respected
remnant of our pioneer
ancestors. 

Vegetation and wildlife
should represent the vitality
of life in the neighbourhood,
not the constant flow of
motorized traffic on John
West Way. 

Natural locations exist
deeper in the Arboretum;
pathways, streams and

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape
He doesn’t like Petch house site

ponds invite the Petch
House and provide the char-
acter of space occupied by
nature and the helping hand
of the Arboretum volunteers.

Ken Smith, associated
with the Arboretum, spoke
with me voicing disappoint-
ment with the present Town
plan, reinforcing my feelings
of disappointment. 

This chance encounter
prompted the foregoing
comments!

How other members of
the Arboretum react to the
Petch House is unknown at
this time.

The Petch House could
serve some useful function
for the Arboretum, possibly
as a barn, and reaction to
the proposal would require
consideration.

The Petch House has
served as a barn in the past.

If we consider the
entrance to the Arboretum
has a location close to a
well-known, popular fast
food outlet, which in addition
to regular customers, in turn
has a location close to a high
school, students of which
frequent the fast food restau-
rant. Therefore, the ugly
prospect of future litter filters
through thought processes. 

If the Petch House is
located at the entrance to
the Arboretum and attracts
visitors as it surely will, then
the Arboretum, the Seniors’
Centre and the Petch House
will face constant ugly litter
problems, which is in the
best interests of nobody.

The great majority of res-
idents including students,
who we expect to develop
into fine members of the
community, possess the
social skills to deposit
garbage where it belongs. 

What about the minority

possessed of uncouth anti-
social traits, who dump litter
anywhere; what about the
prospect of litter-havoc they
can cause? Is this a
prospect worth the risk?

The developing
Arboretum, the Petch
House, Seniors, Town
Council and everybody who
abhors litter, all understand
the nature of this problem,
and the possibility of 
it occurring requires 
forestalling, by finding a
more suitable location for the
Petch House.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The
editor was also shocked by
the suggestion that the
Petch House be located at
the entrance to the
Arboretum. However, without
an alternative to suggest, he
was tight-lipped about the
project. However, now he
has an idea; take the Jack
Wood farm off the for sale
market, and turn the area at
the corner of Allaura Blvd.
and Edward Street into a 
historic location, with the
Wood farm being the main
attraction. The Petch House
could be part of the display.
The town already owns the
Jack Wood property. 

THE PARADE
Sunshine bathed the

Canada Day Parade and the
crowds lining the curbside
relished the weather and the
entertaining spectacle.

The Parade proved excel-
lent, well organized and well
presented, and while it
appeared a little smaller than
the gigantic parades of the
past few years, everybody
who loves Canada, felt good.

Yonge St. closed for the
event and reopened effi-
ciently and as quickly as the
final floats completed the
celebratory procession.

Councillor motion vetoed
Morris' legal lawsuit
against three local blog-
gers, among others, was
handled. 

The April 15 press
release, issued in the
wake of council's decision
to pay the former mayor's
legal bills to December
2010 based on legal
advice from George Rust-
D'Eye, outlined a number
of ways the municipality
sought to "rebuild" its rela-
tionship with the public.

"We recognize...that
the trust between the
Town and its residents
may have been damaged
by its involvement [in Ms.
Morris' suit]," reads the
press release in question.
"While it will take time to
repair that trust, the Town
will be taking specific
steps to rebuild its part-
nership with the people of
Aurora."

The press release went
on to outline various
"areas of change", to be
presented to council, to
achieve that.

"This is maybe a unique
media advisory - most of
them deal with different
events that are happening
in Town - [but] this was
something different and I
understand why it was put
out," said Councillor Gallo
on why he brought this
motion forward.

"I have, generally
speaking, no issues with
the content, I even have
no issues with some of the
suggestions on how to
improve our process. I do,
however, have an issue
with how we went about
doing this. I would have
preferred to have some of
those discussions at the

table before they went out
to the public."

Councillor Gallo found
support for his motion
from Councillor Chris
Ballard, who said the
process "bothered him to
this day".

Councillor Ballard
argued that the mayor acts
on the direction of council
and while the media advi-
sory put forward a number
of positions that he may or
may not agree with, it they
"spoke on behalf of coun-
cil."

One person who said
they disagreed with the
media release outright
was Councillor Wendy
Gaertner who argued that
it should have been
brought to the council
table for the members to
discuss and vote.

"I would have lost, but
that is the democratic
process," she said.  "I am
willing to be the odd man
out on the discussion but I
do want to be able to have
my input in the council
chamber."

It was pointed out dur-
ing the discussion, howev-
er, that councillors were
aware of the policies out-
lined in the media adviso-
ry by way of a business
plan presented to them by
the Town's legal depart-
ment on things they would
like to accomplish in the
future.

"The proposed policies
were vetted by council,"
said Acting Town Solicitor
Warren Mar.

On the part of Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe, he said he
appreciated Councillor
Gallo's concern, and
added the media release
was vetted both by the

Town's legal department
and the office of CAO Neil
Garbe "to ensure that we
were not making any com-
ments on policies that had
not come to this council
table and had not been
agreed on by council.

"There were no policy
issues that were in that
document that had not
been previously discussed
as Mr. Mar put forward
things he was looking at
doing this year, so I
believe that is still the
case," said Mayor Dawe. "I
believe the phrase was
that it was '[on behalf of]
the majority of council' so I
think that is a true state-
ment."

The content of the
media release aside,
Councillor Michael
Thompson, however, said
he thought the issue was
less about the process but
the content. 

"In the first six months,
none of [the media releas-
es] have been brought for-
ward for us to proofread
and check the spelling, but
what is of concern is the

content," he said. "I recog-
nize that it was a con-
tentious issue; there are
some councillors who
don't agree with what was
put forward and that is
fine, they have the right to
disagree, but we do have
a guideline... that talks
about the ability for us to
communicate even though
we don't all agree, but we
can as a majority.

"If this was a media
advisory about almost any
other thing we wouldn't be
discussing it today, but I
recognize that it is a very
contentious issue and I
am grateful that any media
advisory stated that not all
councillors were in agree-
ment. We all have the right
to voice our disagreement.
I know that one councillor
can take to his own private
blog to express his opin-
ions and he has every
right to do so."

Councillors defeated
Councillor Gallo's motion.

Joining him in voting for
the motion were
Councillors Ballard,
Gaertner, and Humfryes.

From page 1
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Aurora’s town crier John Webster led Aurora’s July
First parade Friday morning, followed closely by
the town’s Citizen of the Year Jo-anne Spitzer, in
the two photos at left.  In the next row, Jim Davis is
the driver of Aurora’s first motorized fire truck, a
1926 model. The truck was found in a bush several
years ago, and after several weeks of work, now
runs like a clock. Aurora’s Teen Idol is Amanda
MacDonald, who is flanked by first runner-up
Christina Debney and second runner-up 
Bianca Corrado. In the next row of 
photgraphs, the Aurora Seniors’ Centre float dis-
played a canoe that was built by the seniors’ wood-
working department. Its rider is Marianne Urbach.
That afternoon, the annual horseshoe tournament
was held at Lambert Willson park. In the photo,
Kate Collins tries for a ringer while Robert Forget 
looks on. In the bottom row is the 
award-winning Rotary Club of Aurora float and in
the final photo is one of the most
interesting animals at the Willson Park 
petting zoo. To see video footage of the festivities
visit www.theauroran.com.

Auroran photos by David Falconer

Aurora Canada Day Parade draws thousands 
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SALE2 days only

AnnualAnnual
INVENTORY BLOWOUT

50% OFF 50% OFF 
ALL IN-STORE ITEMS

Saturday, July 9th, 10am -5pm 
Sunday, July 10th, 10am - 5pm 

of lighting fixtures 
& lamps to choose from 

DAYS
ONLY

All major credit cards accepted. 

15570 Yonge St. 
Aurora 905-727-7347THE LIGHT SPOT

2100’s 
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