
BUGS DAMAGING 
LOCAL SPRUCE TREES
Newly damaged trees in Aurora have

been damaged by the yellow headed spruce
sawfly in an insect infestation that has primari-
ly affected the Bayview Avenue corridor
between Wellington Street in the south and St.
John's Sideroad in the north. The bugs feed
only on spruce trees, making the trees look
ragged and even completely bare of needles
when they've had a good crack at them.

The Town of Aurora is monitoring the situ-
ation and is undertaking  a "precisely timed
spray program" to help eliminate the bugs
using soap and water. The intention of spray-
ing the trees with the solution under high pres-
sure is to knock the larva off the tree and "ren-
der them unable to climb and feed on the tree
any further," said the Town. 

The Town is asking the public for further
assistance in identifying areas affected by the
yellow headed spruce sawfly. If you have any
further information, contact Sarah Tienkamp,
Aurora's Supervisor of Parks at 905-727-3123,
ext. 3223.

MEET THE PARENTS
Last week, The Auroran ran a photo of

Terry David Anderson, who had recently grad-
uated from the University of Waterloo with a
Master of Mathematics. Mr. Anderson's photo
was submitted to us by his grandmother Jean
Anderson and his parents are Aurora resi-
dents Fred and Vicki Anderson. 
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Representatives from over 20
community charities benefiting
from this year's 2011 Wild West
Hoedown gathered at Magna's
Adena Springs Thursday for the
annual kick-off for the event,
scheduled to take place
Saturday, September 10 on
Magna Drive at 5 p.m. 

The kick-off event, which was
also attended by Aurora Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe, East Gwillimbury
Mayor Virginia Hackson, and
Georgina Mayor Rob Grossi,
allowed organizers and represen-
tatives to get pumped about the
event and also explain what they
intend to do with their proceeds
from the $65-a-head event.

"This is the 23rd edition of a
fabulous party and a party that
provides such tremendous sup-
port for our communities," said
Mayor Geoff Dawe, on behalf of
Mayors Grossi and Hackson.
"The Hoedown was started by
Frank Stronach and has raised
over $4 million since its inception
for local charities, and with the
continued support of both Magna
and Don Walker as president, we
really appreciate that this is
going forward for another year."

In his remarks, Mayor Dawe
also saluted the over 350 volun-
teers who help make the
Hoedown a reality.

The Wild West Hoedown
began life as a scaled down affair
from what it is today in the
Stronach family's backyard to
raise money for what is now the
Aurora Family Leisure Complex,
and has continued ever since.
Steve Hinder of Magna For
Community said this speaks 
volumes of the generosity of both
the Stronachs and the Aurora
Community.

"I want to make it clear to
everyone that Magna covers all

Quad/Graphics, which provides
over 350 jobs in Aurora, is expected to
divest itself of nearly all its Canadian
interests this fall - including its Aurora
facility - in order to expand into Mexico. 

As part of the plan, which was
announced last Wednesday, the print-
er's Canadian interests will be sold to
the Montreal-based Transcontinental
Inc. The only Canadian asset Quad
will retain is its facility in Vancouver. 

According to a press release on
June 13, the transactions have been
approved by both companies' boards
of directors, but the deal is not sup-
posed to be completely closed until
the fall. 

"This agreement is a win-win for
Quad/Graphics and Transcontinental
and one that will create long-term
value for both companies," said Joel

Representatives from 20 York Region charities gathered on the grounds of Magna's Adena Springs
to celebrate the kick off of the 2011 Wild West Hoedown. Proceeds from this year's Hoedown, which
will be held at Magna September 10, will benefit the 20 groups ranging from the Alzheimer's Society
of York Region to Youth Assisting Youth. Last year's charities split a record $514,000 and this year's
organizers hope to top that.  Auroran photo by David Falconer

Ada Johnson at 108!
Aurora's most senior resident, Ada Johnson, celebrated her 108th birthday Sunday afternoon
at her home at Park Place Manor, where she welcomed four generations of her family, along
with many well wishers, for a celebration. For more on Mrs. Johnson's birthday, 
turn to page 3.                 Auroran photo by David Falconer

Hoedown
campaign
kicks off
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facility
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Please see page 11

Please see page 7
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COMING EVENTS

THURSDAY, JULY 21 
Jonathan’s Restaurant becomes the official Jazz Hot Spot for the

2011 Aurora jazz+ Festival with a kick-off party tonight at 7 p.m. The
event launches the Official Hot Spot leading up to the 2011 Aurora jazz+
Festival while supporting CCAA and Safehaven with a $5 donation at the
door and includes entertainment;  beer/wine tasting & great food.
R.S.V.P. to 905-841-1807.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27 
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Speaker this evening is Steven

Biggs who will talk about No Guff Vegetable Gardening. The group meets
on the fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the Royal Canadian
legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North. For further information call Cindy at
905-713-6660.

FRIDAY, JULY 29
The Aurora jazz+ Festival begins today and runs through July 31.

Enjoy the Civic long weekend in Aurora at the festival, including fabulous
music, visual artists, Festival Marketplace, food vendors, Beer & Wine
Garden; Kids Craft Blast Zone (Sat/Sun) & Boogie Boy Blues 
multi-media interactive concert July 31st 3pm at the Aurora Cultural
Centre. Also MultiMedia Film Festival of York Region offers viewing of
award winning films at the Cultural Centre Sat. July 30th Noon - 4 p.m.
Festival:  $5 daily - children under 12 and seniors 65+ free.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2
Your only chance to meet Derek Foster, Canada's youngest retiree,

happens at the Aurora Public Library this evening. The national best-sell-
ing author of 'The Idiot Millionaire' and 'Stop Working Now', he will teach
you an investing approach that any six-year-old can understand. Event
happens at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room, and while seating is limited, the
event is free. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, or call  905-727-
9493, option 4.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents the first of four outdoor painting

classes this month from artist/instructor Herbert Pryke. Learn the joy of
summertime painting “en plein air”. All mediums welcomed. Classes run
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. today, August 6, 11 and 13. The $120 fee includes
all four classes plus a bonus one-hour introductory class. For info or to
register contact Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, or call 
905-713-1818.

AUGUST 9-10
Aurora Cultural Centre presents a series of two individual Camp

Days for children ages 6 to 12. A full day brimming with a variety of
music, dance, art projects, improv and theatre games; $45 per child.
Bonus before-and-after care included in price; inquire about special rates
for sibling/friend registration. Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street.
For information or to register call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11
A fundraiser, called "Goats For Africa", will be held this evening from

6 to 10 p.m. at the Timberlane Athletic Club, 155 Vandorf Road. A barbe-
cue, catered by the Roving Chef, will kick things off and participants will
be able to listen to music provided by “The Timecats”. Also included in
the evening’s events will be a raffle, wine tasting and a cash bar.
Admittance is $45 with all proceeds going to P.R.E.F.E.R (poverty -
reduction - education - family empowerment - Rwanda) to send children
to school and buy goats to sustain families. Tickets are available from
Dorothy Campbell. Call her at home 905-237-9066, at work 
905-830-4444, extension 2303 or on her cell at 905-751-6342. She is
also available by e-mail at dorothy.campbell119@gmail.com or
dorothy.campbell@york.ca.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14
The 38th Annual Antique & Classic Car Show will be held today from

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum on Don Mills
(Woodbine) Road. Rain date is August 21. Join in as exhibitors from
across southern Ontario display their prized antique and classic cars.
Food is available in the tea room or off the barbecue. Historic buildings
will be open with heritage demonstrations, children’s activities and live
entertainment. Admission is $7 (children under 7 free) or $17 per family
of up to four. For more information call 905-727-8954.

AUGUST 15-18
Here’s your chance to join Dr. Hyoun Park and bridge the gap

between Grade 12 Calculus/Vectors and first year university calculus.
Join Dr. Park at the Aurora Public Library for four days of calculus prob-
lem-solving in preparation for university. Classes begin at 6 p.m. for two
hours in the Optimist room. The event, while restricted to students enter-
ing 1st year university calculus only, is free although seating is limited.
Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk or call 905-727-9493, option
4.

AUGUST 23, 24
Aurora Cultural Centre presents a series of two individual Camp

Days for children ages 6 to 12. A full day brimming with a variety of
music, dance, art projects, improv and theatre games; $45 per child.
Bonus before-and-after care included in price; inquire about special rates
for sibling/friend registration. The Aurora Cultural Centre is located at 22
Church Street. For information or to register call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SEPTEMBER 11
The 14th Annual Aurora & Newmarket Parkinson SuperWalk will take

place at Fairy Lake in Newmarket. Registration, a Yoga demonstration by
The Royal Pathways Inc., and speeches begin at 9.30 a.m. under the
main pavilion closest to the Water Street entrance.  The walk begins at
10.30 a.m.  For more information or to volunteer please call Kim 
Rouse-Parypa at 905-713-0774 or e-mail kimrp@sympatico.ca. For
more information on Parkinson's or to register on-line please visit
www.parkinsonsuperwalk.ca. 

CONTINUING
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located at 44 Metcalfe

Streeet, Aurora, is the local source for gently used women's, children's
and men's clothing. All monies raised are used to support the needy of
Aurora, since it goes directly to the "Welcoming Arms" Ministry. Open
weekday mornings, 9.30 a.m, to 11.30 a.m. and  Wednesday evenings
6.30 to 7.30 p.m. The  Bag Sale happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * *
The Evergreen Choir, under the direction of Richard Heinzle, meets

every Wednesday afternoon in the West-McKenzie Hall of the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre. Members meet at 1.30 p.m. and rehearsals are from 
2 p.m. to 3 p.m. New members are always welcome. For more informa-
tion call the desk at 905-726-4767.

* * * *
Aurora Probus Club, which meets every second Wednesday of the

month at the Aurora Legion, will not meet during July and August. They
will reconvene September 14th. Memberships consist of retired and seni-
retired PROfessional and BUSiness people, hence the name. New mem-
bers are welcome. For more information, call Marilyn Munslow at 905-
727-9344 or Bob Saunders at 905-841-3558.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To Grandmothers group,

meets monthly to raise awareness, generate funds and lobby on behalf
of the grandmother care-givers in AIDS-ravaged Africa.  For more infor-
mation call Kay at 905-841-9318 or Joan at 905-727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St. Andrew's Presbyterian

Church, corner of Victoria and Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon meets every
Tuesday at 8 p.m. at the Aurora United Church on Yonge Street.  For
more information go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *

The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on the fourth
Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North. Visitors are welcome for only $2. For more
information call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a capella Sweet

Adelines chorus, a group of women who gather Tuesday evenings at the
Old Fire Hall, Newmarket, to sing, share in the harmony of friendship
and learn the barbershop art form. York Highlands is always looking for
new women who share the love of a capella music. Call Karen at 905-
726-2113 or e-mail Vikki at information@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-Newmarket’s award winning

chorus, is looking for male singers. The group meets every Wednesday
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire Hall, 140 Main Street South, in
Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first Wednesday of each

month at the Aurora Legion. New members are welcome. Call 905-727-
5012 for more information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions Club meets the second and fourth Thursdays at

the Aurora Lions Hall, corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets. Co-ed club
welcomes new members. For further information, call 905-727-6079.

* * * *
Martha's Table, the community lunch program offered at St. Andrew's

Church, Aurora, will open again on Thursday, September 1, after closing
for the summer.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new members.

You do not have to be a police officer nor are you required to read music
to volunteer. The group rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and
9.30 p.m. For further information, contact the chorus supervisor at 905-
727-9676 or the co-ordinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-
0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at Cardinal Carter

School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program for 12 years and
older boys and girls.

* * * *
Queen’s York Rangers Army cadet corps has openings for boys and

girls aged 12 to 18. The group parades every Friday night between 7 and
9 p.m. There is no membership fee and those in high school can earn
community service hours through the program. For further information,
call 905-726-8600.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children’s Chorus welcomes treble voices. It is a choir

dedicated to nurturing and providing opportunities for children to
express their musical abilities. The chorus is open to boys and girls ages
5-17. Contact the general director at keepsinging@rogers.com.

King City
condominiums

Please see page 15
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Home Owners helping homeowners

TRUCKLOAD SALETRUCKLOAD SALE
High efficiency toilets by

WB2631

Reg. $129.99 Reg. $259.99Reg. $219.99

N7716 - round N7717 - elongated

$ 9999 $ 99169 $ 99199

Toilets come with gasket, waterline,bolts and seat. 

$75 Regional Mail-in Coupon with purchase
While supplies last!

Saturday, July 23 - 8 am - 6 pm  &  Sunday, July 24 - 10 am - 5 pm
2 DAYS ONLY 2 DAYS ONLY 

Integrity Commissioner
issue returns to council

An integrity commissioner
position could be re-instated
in Aurora as early as the fall,
if Councillor Wendy Gaertner
gets her way, but her plan
could hit a roadblock as
some feel the need for a
position hasn't yet demon-
strated itself. 

Councillor Gaertner made
her feelings known in a
notice of motion given at last
week's Council, which she
will speak to next month. In
her motion, she called on
Council to "direct the CAO to
immediately commence the
recruitment process by
advertising for the services of
an integrity commissioner."

If her motion is passed in
August without amendments,
the CAO would be directed to
present a list of all candi-
dates by September 6 and
"identify the appropriate
funding sources for the
Integrity Commissioner."

As part of her introduc-
tion, Councillor Gaertner said
the complaint process for the
Town's Code of Conduct
requires the services of an
Integrity Commissioner to

receive and process any
complaints received by the
Town. 

"I have no idea if [Town
Clerk John] Leach has
received any complaints from
the public, but if he has, then
we would be at a disadvan-
tage because he doesn't
process the claims,"
Councillor Gaertner told The
Auroran last week.

Aurora's latest Integrity
Commissioner David
Tsubouchi resigned his posi-
tion in February when the
writing appeared to be on the
wall that the newly elected
Council would be terminating
the position. For Councillor
Gaertner, however, filling the
vacancy left by Mr. Tsubouchi
is a long time coming.

"I believe there was an
intention this term to decide
what to do about the Integrity
Commissioner and nobody
has said anything about it, so
it is time," she said. "We're
seven months into the
process. It has just been on
my list. As you know, there
have been a lot of things on
[the Council's] agenda and I

just got around to it."
She said that she thought

having an Integrity
Commissioner on call to han-
dle Code of Conduct com-
plaints was "the way of the
future", and one initially
undertaken by the Town of
Aurora right out of the gate. It
is also, she noted, a process
being undertaken by several
other municipalities.

"I think Aurora is a com-
munity that wants to be
ahead of the pack," she said.
"We showed that by having a
Code of Conduct and the
Integrity Commissioner it is
the right thing for our commu-
nity."

Several of Councillor
Gaertner's tablemates ran on
a platform that was less than
favourable to the position of
the Integrity Commissioner,
including Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe. Mayor Dawe told The
Auroran last week, however,
that his position on the mat-
ter remains unchanged. 

"My opinion has not
changed on that at all," he
said.

While their opinions on

the value of an Integrity
Commissioner are quite far
apart, one area where Mayor
Dawe and Councillor
Gaertner have a similar view-
point is whether or not to have
an "in house" Integrity
Commissioner or one shared
amongst one or more 

Please see page 7

Ada Johnson celebrates with family
Ada Johnson, the Grande

Dame of Aurora, celebrated
her 108th birthday at Park
Place Manor on Sunday after-
noon, surrounded by over 30
family members ranging from
her son David to her great-
great grandchildren, along
with a number of friends and
Park Place staff.

With a sweeping gesture,
Mrs. Johnson addressed a
small cluster of her grandchil-
dren telling them that she
loved them all. For her, family
is very important.

"I love everyone, that's
true," Mrs. Johnson told The
Auroran when asked how it
feels to have so many of her
descendents turn out to hon-
our her on her birthday. "My
granddad Robson brought all
his children, five of them, to
Canada, and settled them
here down in the country. 
I have always been very
pleased with my grand-

children."
When asked what advice

she would give to the people
of Aurora this week, she says
to "laugh and enjoy yourself."

"Enjoy each day and make
the most of it every day
because that day never
comes again," she says. 

Mrs. Johnson says she
planned to follow her own
advice and laugh and enjoy
herself on her birthday, and
added that she is heading into
her 109th year with goals she
still wants to accomplish. In
offering her key to a long and
healthy life, Mrs. Johnson said
it is the simple things that
keep one going.

"I try to keep enough food
in the crock so that you have
enough to do your daily
work," she said, noting that
money was often tight in her
youth. "When we had the
whole family fed and clothed,
we felt we did alright."

Ada Johnson celebrates her birthday surrounded by
four generations of her descendents and (inset) with
some great cake.             Auroran photos by David Falconer
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I wrote earlier this month of the sense of continuity
and stability seen on Parliament Hill this Canada Day
where four generations of Canadians turned out to see
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge on their first visit
to Canada. The fact that many of the people I had an
opportunity to speak to had had earlier encounters
with royalty - even going back as far as Prince
William's great-grandparents - illustrated this point
better than mere words ever could. 

But this sense of continuity and stability was
brought far closer to home this weekend with the
108th bir thday of Aurora's eldest - and longest! - resi-
dent, Ada Johnson. 

Poor Ronnie is away this week, as you might have
guessed by my squatting in this fine piece of newspa-
per real estate, so, as the saying goes, "when the cat's
away, the mice will play." Sometimes Poor Ronnie gets
to keep the fun jobs to himself, so despite being an
Aurora resident for nearly eight years (after spending
my first 18 years in far away, exotic Newmarket with an
overlapping sojourn in Ottawa) and a reporter here for
nearly two years, this was my first encounter with the
Grande Dame of Aurora. 

When I arrived at Ada's residence, Park Place
Manor, for her 108th bir thday bash on Sunday, I was
struck by the love, respect, and admiration that was
evident on the faces and in the actions of everybody in
the room, all in the thrall and in the orbit of the lady of
the hour. And what a lady she is too. 

Over my years of reading this paper and in the
nearly two years of being in the thick of things, I have
always heard people young and old speak of Ada's
graciousness and this has not dimmed with the years.
With a bright twinkle in her eye, she had words for all
the members of the media buzzing around her and
didn't show the least amount of boredom when asked
what her secret to longevity is for probably the
umpteenth time! But most of her time, of course, was
spent talking with and receiving congratulations from
countless friends, family, and admirers that she has
accumulated through the years - and I bet these
legions only grew on Sunday. 

I can guarantee she added at least one. Happy
bir thday, Ada!

(Video coverage of Ada's bir thday party can be
seen at on our website, www.theauroran.com. Select
the video at the bottom of the screen and you will be
taken to TV Aurora)

In 2011 we live in a society where seemingly everything is
available, all the time, greatly diminishing any sense of
scarcity of art and culture that we once held.

Once spread thin geographically, the internet has 
dramatically reduced distances between each of us.
Collectively we are beginning to realize just how many 
people share our 'unique' connection to culture.

The elitist notion of "cornering the market" on culture has
been swiftly bypassed, allowing opportunities to share with
others to replace those of a more pleonastic nature.

Aurora's culture has no center.
It grows inside each and every one of us.

The restoration process has begun on the Petch House, seen above in a photo taken Sunday at its pres-
ent Leslie Street location, with the 140+-year-old building having a good airing out (as you can see in
the inset photo, windows have been removed) before restoration work begins shortly. Last month
Council approved a plan to dismantle the house, restore the logs, and re-assemble the building at a
location behind the Aurora Seniors' Centre. 

Broke Brock
By BROCK WEIR

Petch “Friends” address concerns
raised by the public

To the editor,

In response to a num-
ber of letters and opinions
recently published about
the Petch House, the
Friends would like to offer
a couple points of clarifica-
tion.

First, we would like The
Auroran's readers to know
that the Friends are not
involved in any of the cur-
rent planning for the Petch
House. The House is
already being dismantled
under the supervision of
the Town's Parks and
Recreation department.

Phase 1, as it is being

called, will not cost the
taxpayer any additional
monies. About $100,000
was set aside in the Town's
2008 Capital Budget which
has been brought forward
each year since for this
project. Additionally, the
Town will receive $50,000
from Whitwell
Developments (Smart
Centres) with whom an
agreement exists since
2003 concerning the re-
location of the Petch
House.

At a meeting last
month, Councillors sug-
gested The Friends would
be asked to participate in

the House's Phase 2 dis-
cussions concerning uses
for the building along with
everyone else from the
community who would like
to join the conversation.
The Friends have suggest-
ed on many occasions that
talks regarding uses
should occur early in the
process to help determine
the type of restoration as
well as the site best suited
for re-location.

Involving a community
group has distinct advan-
tages: greater fundraising
potential, the possibility of
grant revenue, services-in-
kind including up-to-date

information from the her-
itage community, and a
strong voice in support of
the House and its future
programs.

We understand that the
Town's Heritage Advisory
Committee has asked to
become involved. This is
an important initiative that
the Friends of Petch
House support.

For the latest develop-
ments and photos of Petch
House, please check
www.petchhouseaurora.ca
and www.livinginaurora.ca.

Katherine Belrose
Friends of Petch House

Reader questions 
location of tree
planting
To the editor,

While enjoying a walk
along the newly opened
extension of the Nokiidaa
trail, we came upon St.
John's Sideroad. We were
extremely surprised to
find numerous newly
planted trees along St.
John's Sideroad. The
urban planners must have
spent a lot of time plan-
ning this as the trees on
the south side are lined
up perfectly with the elec-
trical wires above. I am
not sure if the plan is to
trim the trees regularly,
which makes it unneces-
sary to have trees there
at all. In fact some of the
trees are already touch-
ing the wires.

Also they  must have
been using speciality
equipment to plant these

trees. A worker with a
basic shovel could not
have lined up the trees so
perfectly.

I may be unaware of
the future plans for St.
Johns Sideroad. The
future plan may be to
remove the electr ical
poles and have the wires
rest directly on the trees
as the electrical poles are
extremely unsightly. It 's
l ike growing electr ical
poles in place so not to
have replace the existing
poles later on. If that is
the plan, then that is 
br il l iant. That concept
should be implemented
throughout Ontario. 

This a great example
of the use of Aurora Tax
Dollars. Well done.

M. Ramos
Aurora

At 108, Ada adds
to her legion of

admirers



I am getting off his front porch and coming to see
you. 

I'm not sure though, if that should be considered a
promise or a threat.

It is that special time of year again.
No, it is not yet the beginning of the school year or

the start of the NHL pre-season.
It is much better than that.
The provincial election is coming!
That means it's time to be visited by your newfound

political friends and their volunteers.
Stop with the groans already - I can hear you from

in front of my computer.
As the writ won't be officially dropped until late

August, it is too early to put up any election signs, but
that doesn't stop the respective campaigns from send-
ing people to your door.

And that includes me. I will be knocking on doors
this weekend on behalf of one of the political parties.

There is nothing in a campaign that beats door-to-
door canvassing. It is where the action is.  It is that
time when the candidates and their emissaries get to
meet the jury, one door at a time. Canvassing provides
feedback, information on issues, moods and voter pri-
orities.

One can also gain a better understanding of the
candidate by watching them deal with rejection, tough
questions, voter anger or the occasional embarrass-

ing situation.
Do all us canvassers a favour - stay home. Too

many times already we have had to place the notation
"Not Home" on our canvass sheets. It seems that
many of you actually have lives. Please stop going to
the movies, the gym, or to pick up groceries, for the
duration of the campaign. The October 6th election
day is not that far away. You can go without deodorant
or your favourite ice cream for that long.

Also, in the past when I have knocked on doors a
lot of you have claimed to be 'house sitters' and thus
ineligible to vote. In twenty-nine years of canvassing I
have heard these two words uttered a few times, but
to hear it a number of times on the same street this
past spring was extraordinary. I will have to use this
with telemarketers next time they call me!

A plea if I may. On behalf of canvassers every-
where, Mr. or Mrs. Homeowner, today please make a
joint decision on lawn signs. 

It is great to visit a home and receive permission
from the man of the house to erect a sign on the front
lawn. The canvasser then relays this information to
the sign crew and some time later they come and
while they are putting it up lawn sign the lady of the
house peeks her head outside the door or comes
home and asks the sign crew what they are doing and
who gave them permission. The sign crew chief
checks his sheet and says your husband Mr. "X" gave

the permission. Mrs. "X" then proceeds quickly into
the house and, after a few minutes, comes out of the
house (usually alone) - while the husband nervously
lurks in the front window partially concealed by the
curtains - and says her husband did not give permis-
sion.  

As the campaign has not officially started and signs
are not allowed to be erected, do us a big favour, and
among family discussions about what is appropriate
or not for young Julie to wear to school, and how much
lunch money should little Johnny receive, please col-
lectively decide on what sign goes up in the front yard. 

That was a paid political announcement from the
canvassers for a hassle free lawn sign erection envi-
ronment (or "CFHFLSEE" for short). 

Maybe, just maybe, Aurorans will collectively sur-
prise us again and go to the polls in record numbers
this October as they did this past May during the fed-
eral election. Let's hope so as there are a number of
important issues on the table that effect our wonderful
community.

Political canvassers are part and parcel of the won-
derful democratic process that provides you the voter
with a choice. It is that simple. And they deserve - irre-
spective of party affiliation - your respect and cour-
tesy. So be ready to greet your canvasser with a smile,
a big hello and two, but only two, policy related ques-
tions.

I am pleased to announce the extension by one year,
of the ecoENERGY Retrofit-Homes program.  This $400
million national program provides grants of up to $5,000
for homeowners to make their homes more energy effi-
cient, helping pocketbooks and the environment at the
same time. 

Over 500,000 Canadians have already taken advan-
tage of this program, reaping an average energy savings
of 20 percent per household. These improvements collec-
tively have saved 1.8 megatonnes of greenhouse gas
emissions. 

Not only will our government's renewal of the
ecoENERGY Retrofit-Homes program help homeowners
make their homes more energy efficient and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, it will also create jobs for
local businesses and contractors in Newmarket-Aurora
and across the country.

There are two important new changes to the program.
First, there is a new requirement for participants to regis-
ter directly with the program before booking their pre-
retrofit evaluation. Second, homeowners will now be
required to provide receipts to their energy advisor at the
time of the post-retrofit evaluation to confirm eligibility for
the grant. 

To participate, homeowners must first register online
at ecoaction.gc.ca/homes or by calling 1-800-O-CANADA
(1-800-622-6232). Then, they must hire a local service
organization to send an energy advisor, licensed by
Natural Resources Canada, to perform a pre-retrofit eval-
uation of the home (unless the property has already had
an evaluation since April 2007). All upgrades, and the
post-retrofit evaluation, must take place before March 31,
2012.

Homeowners who participated in the program before

April 1, 2011, and have not received the maximum
amount for their current property, can submit an applica-
tion for improvements purchased and installed after June
6, 2011.

Only products purchased and installed after June 6,
2011, are eligible for an ecoENERGY grant. All energy
retrofits and post-retrofit evaluations must be completed
by March 31, 2012, and the grant application must be
signed by this date. Homeowners must provide receipts to
their energy advisor at the time of the post-retrofit evalu-
ation to confirm their eligibility for the grant. Once the
financial limit of $400 million has been reached national-
ly however, the program will close to new participants. For
this reason, I encourage homeowners to register soon.  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact my
office, or call the ecoENERGY hotline (toll free) at: 
1-877-953-5454.

Coming to see you

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston
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By Stephen Somerville 

Lois Brown

Front Porch
Perspective

ecoENERGY Retrofit
program extendedBy Lois Brown 

MP Newmarket-Aurora 



6 - THE AURORAN, Week of July 19, 2011    

Letters to the Editor

Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Call the experts for a free consultation

416-418-7885 
1-877-895-9766 www.glidingshelf.ca

Made in Canada

Convert your 

existing cabinets 

with custom 

gliding shelves

.

ity Canadian craftsmanship

 Professional consultation and installation 
The best warranty in the industry

DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

Visit our showroom in Aurora at: 
305 Industrial Pkwy. South, Units 7 & 8    905-726-1557

Multifunctional 
Copiers •  Printers • Scanners 
Fax  • Duplicators • Shredders

Authorized dealer of:
Sales • Leasing • Service 

MOON GARDEN
RESTAURANT Since 1969 

Dinner for

4 Egg Rolls 
Sweet and Sour Chicken Balls 
Ja Doo Wings
Chicken Chow Mein
Chicken Guy Ding
Chicken Fried Rice

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3434$$ 9595

Appreciate what you have when you have it: Reader
To the editor:

Something my mom used
to say keeps echoing through
my mind.  She always said
"give someone flowers while
they are alive so that they can
enjoy them, don't send flowers
after they are gone". I think I
now know the basic truth to her
saying.  Spend time, give flow-
ers, enjoy each others compa-
ny each and every day
because so soon those you
love are gone.  The following is

a poem that I submitted, many
years ago for a fundraiser
book, to "Aim For Change a
Legacy of Women ... from a
whisper to a roar ".   Women's
Centre and Counselling
Agency was a non-profit
organization in Aurora. This
book contained lots of poems,
articles, a calendar, recipes
etc. about and for women.  I
wrote this for Mom and she
enjoyed seeing my writing and
thoughts in print.  I thought that
I would resurface it, in her

memory, on the 4th anniver-
sary of her death, July 19th,
2007.

What can we say about the
person who gave us life?

Margaret was a girl, a
woman, then a wife.

Her husband died, leaving
her with two small girls to raise.

Working, parenting, clean-
ing, cooking is how she spent
her days.

For many years her 
personal life was put on hold.

Till we were prepared to
leave the family fold.

Tough times, good times,
we made it through,

Always with pride, dignity,
caring and love that are still
true.

She many not have found
the cure for cancer, yet!

Or written that bestseller,
but she will try, on that 

you can bet.

To make an equal contribu-
tion in this life, without 
sounding too sappy,

Would be all that anyone
could ask that they were
happy.

We are fortunate and
proud that Mom is still here,
and that’s for sure.

I hope that she knows how
much we love and respect her. 

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

Invitation to jazz+ “Hot Spot”
To the editor,

Celebrate Jonathan’s
Restaurant, the first Official
Hot Spot for the Aurora jazz
festival!  Jonathan’s is offer-
ing live jazz all 3 nights of the
festival from 7 p.m.  It’s the
place to continue the party
after the Festival closes each
night at 10 p.m. and to go
anytime for great food and
service.  

But why wait for the festi-
val – let’s Party! Everyone is

welcome to Jonathan’s our
Official Jazz Hot Spot -
Thursday July 21st @ 7 p.m.
to support owner Mary
Georgopoulos and stimulate
excitement for this year’s fes-
tival!  Help us thank Mary for
her continued dedication and
support of the arts, culture
and those in need.  Enjoy
great food, good times and
music with George St. Kitts
(AJ+F Artistic/Musical
Director) and surprise festival
musical guests.  Mary has

organized beer and wine tast-
ing and lots of fun activities to
make the night a blast for us
all!  

$5 donation at the door
will be given to Safehaven
www.safehaven. to  and
Canad ian  Cen t re  fo r  
Abuse Awareness (CCAA)
www.abusehurts.ca  the 2
charity partners of the AFA.
CCAA and Safehaven repre-
sentatives will be at the party
to meet you and they are
bringing the Safehaven

Teddy Bears and some fabu-
lous fashion accessories so
you can also shop!

So, if you enjoy celebrat-
ing good people, food, music,
and laughter while helping
others then you will want to
be at Jonathan’s Thursday
July 21st at 7 p.m.  Can’t wait
to see you there!  

Thank you all for your con-
tinued support of the Arts.

Susan Morton-Leonard
Aurora Festival of the Arts

“Tim who?” asks Klees to readers
To the editor:

The Editor of this newspa-
per, Ron Wallace, wrote a col-
umn leading up to the 1995
provincial election, that carried
the headline, "Frank Who ". 

The column made the point,
that although I had been a resi-
dent of Aurora since 1988, I was
not well known. I had not held
municipal office, and who was I
to challenge the sitting MPP,
who had become a household
word ? 

In his typical spirit of fairness
though, Ron Wallace answered
the headline question and gave
his readers some insight into
my personal, business and
political background. While it
may not have been the only rea-
son for my electoral success in
that election, I credit Ron with at
least giving me a fighting
chance with that headline. 

For anyone who may be
interested, Ron Wallace's
"Frank Who" column is posted
on my website. 

Another Election Coming

As we prepare for the
October 6th provincial election, I
look back with gratitude on the
past 16 years during which I
have had the privilege of serv-
ing as MPP. I'm proud of the
record of service my staff and I
have been able to provide to our
community over the years, and
I'm hopeful that I have earned
your trust to once again have
the privilege of representing you
as your MPP in the Parliament
of Ontario. 

Tim Who ?

As we begin to focus on the
upcoming election, one ques-
tion that I'm asked quite often is,
"Who is Tim Hudak ? 

So I thought I would answer
that question for you, with the
hope that this will lead to the
same successful electoral
results for Tim Hudak, as the
Ron Wallace headline did for
me sixteen years ago.  

Who is Tim Hudak ?

Tim Hudak is the grandson
of immigrants who came to
Ontario from then
Czechoslovakia prior to World
War II. They came here in
search of a better life for their
children and the generations
that would follow. From them,
Tim learned the value of hope
and opportunity. 

Tim Hudak's 
parents are teachers

No one teaches us more
about values than our own par-
ents. Tim's parents - both edu-
cators in the Catholic school
system - raised him and his sis-
ter in a middle-class neighbor-
hood in the border town of Fort
Erie. 

From his parents, he
learned the importance of hard
work, honesty and giving back
to the community. 

These values have helped
guide Tim during his 16 years
as a Member of Provincial
Parliament, as an Ontario PC
cabinet minister responsible for

three different economic portfo-
lios, and today as Ontario PC
Leader and father to his three-
year-old daughter, Miller. 

Tim believes that if you work
hard and play by the rules, you
deserve to get ahead. He
believes that government
should create the climate for the
private sector to create jobs and
then get out of the way. He
believes government must live
within its means and respect
that every dollar it has comes
directly from the people it
serves. 

Change ahead for Ontario 

Under his leadership, Tim
wants to chart a better course
for Ontario than the one we're
on today. 

A future of more jobs, higher
incomes and affordable energy.
A future where government is
expected to deliver results and
is accountable to you. 

Instead of raising taxes for
most, while lavishing special
breaks for the favored few, Tim
Hudak has committed to a plan
to cut taxes across the board.

Instead of runaway spend-
ing that jeopardizes govern-
ment services for future genera-
tions, he will make government
live within its means. 

Instead of more bureaucra-
cy, red tape and more pet proj-

ects, he will invest in healthcare
and education first. 

Instead of pouring millions
into expensive energy experi-
ments that drive up hydro bills
for families, seniors and busi-
nesses - Tim has committed to
an energy policy that will
respect the environment and
family budgets. 

And instead of chasing busi-
ness out of the province, Tim
understands the importance of
creating an environment that
nurtures the businesses born
here in Ontario.

Tim Hudak is working hard
to let Ontarians know who he is,
and what he wants to achieve
as Premier - to restore Ontario
as the best place in the world to
live, to work and to raise a fami-
ly. He has published his plan
that can be found at
www.changebook.ca. 

I hope that I've given you
some insight into who Tim
Hudak is, and why I believe he
has the character and the expe-
rience to lead Ontario as its
Premier. 

I invite your comments and
advice. You can contact me
through my website at
www.frankklees.com or by
phone at 289 221-6330. 

Frank Klees, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora
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Vibrant 
Seniors 
Living

Enjoy life, Signature~style!

CONTACT US NOW FOR RENTAL INFORMATION

Looking for a little more spring in your step? More bounce to 

the ounce? More energy and vitality every single day? Then 

choose a Retirement Community devoted to helping you bring 

positive energy to everything you do, with a comprehensive 

program of  activities and services designed to make every day 

fantastic. Signature Living is coming to Oak Ridges, and we’d 

love to show you just how great life can be!

905 773 4220
www.oakridgesretirement.com

Renting Soon!
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TIONFORMAAT

Private Dining Room for 
COMMUNIONS, BAPTISMS,

Intimate Weddings (up to 100) Rehearsal Parties,
Showers & all special occasions.

www.hogansinn.com     12998 Keele Street at King Road, King City, Ontario

HUNT PUB WEEKENDS LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

HOURS: Tues - Thurs, 5 pm - 1 am - Fri & Sat, 5-2 am Closed Sunday & Monday

ROOFTOP 
PATIO

NOW OPEN!

Main Dining Room, Polo Lounge & Patio Hours: Mon-Sat noon-10pm, Sun noon-8pm

SUMMER START TIME 9:00PM
JULY 21

MICHAEL
DANCKERT

JULY 22
DOUBLE OR
NOTHING

JULY 23
DENIS

MARTEL

JULY 28
THE

ELWINS

JULY 29
BEEROCRACY

JULY 30
OVERTIME

municipalities.
"Anything that can save us

money," said Councillor
Gaertner when asked
whether that would be a con-
sideration to which she would
be open. "If it saves us money
to have a partnership with
another municipality, or even
a Northern 6  partnership,
great! But we have a Code of
Conduct and it talks about an
Integrity Commissioner and
we don't have one!"

The Northern 6 partner-
ship consists of Aurora,
Newmarket, King, Georgina,
East Gwillimbury, and
Whitchurch-Stouffville.

If the Council direction is to
reinstate the position of
Integrity Commissioner,
Mayor Dawe said he would be
in favour of a combined
agreement.

"But that has to go to the
root of the issue, which is
whether or not it is needed,"
he said. "Nothing has hap-
pened yet to make me
change my mind that we need
it."

Aurora has been without
an Integrity Commissioner
since Mr. Tsubouchi turned in
his resignation effective
February 20. His resignation
came just days before Council
was expected to pass a
motion giving him 30 days ter-
mination notice. 

"It was an honour to serve
the Town of Aurora and work
with the very professional staff
at the Town," he said in an

Transcontinental coming to Aurora
Quadracci, CEO of
Quad/Graphics. "We have long
recognized the high growth
potential in Mexico and South
America.  The acquisition sup-
ports our strategy to grow prof-
itably in geographies and seg-
ments where we can be a mar-
ket leader through diverse
product offering and superior
and efficient operating plat-
form."

While the move will certain-
ly improve Quad/Graphics
presence in Mexico, the deal
will obviously affect the 360
workers Quad currently
employs in its Wellington
Street East Facility. According
to Claire Ho, a spokesperson
for Quad, assurances for the
current employees were not
part of the deal. 

"We have entered into an
agreement with
Transcontinental and
Quad/Graphics will divest of its
Canadian operations, except
for our Vancouver facility," she
told The Auroran. "We could
not speak for
Transcontinental's intentions
once the transaction is com-
plete."

As for Transcontinental,

they said they do not have 
any defined plans at the
moment for the Aurora 
facility over and above its 
current operations.

"We don't have defined
plans right now because we
still have to wait for the
approval of the authorities,"
said Nancy Bouffard of
Transcontinental. "We have to
evaluate all the assets, we
have to meet people from
Quad and we have to make
sure we understand their busi-
ness, but we don't have plans -
we still need time.

"It's going to be in the fall.
We will evaluate all the assets,
make some plans, and make
sure we split the production
and make sure we use more
efficient equipment to make
sure we satisfy our cus-
tomers."

When asked if the deal will
adversely affect the current
employees in the Aurora facili-
ty, Ms. Bouffard did not give
any indication that it would.

"We consider every
employee that we have as
equal to every employee so we
can make sure we keep them
satisfied and we can work with
them," she said. "It's the only

thing I can say. It's great news
for us, and it must be great
news for them because we will
work together and make sure
we can do something good out
of this acquisition."

According to Wednesday's
a n n o u n c e m e n t ,
Transcontinental will assume
the retirement pension and
post-retirement obligations of
Quad/Graphics, which
amounts to approximately
US$75 million. The facilities are
expected to generate approxi-
mately US$310 million in the
2011 fiscal year.

"The acquisition of the
Canadian assets of
Quad/Graphics is in line with
our strategy to strengthen our
more traditional print assets in
Canada and is key to maintain
a solid business going forward
given the competitive and
industry dynamics," said
Francois Olivier, CEO of
Transcontinental in the state-
ment. "It will allow us to lever-
age the over $700 million in
investments we made to our
printing platform over the last
several years, it will generate
significant synergies and it will
better equip us to face the new
challenges in our industry."

From page 3

From page 1

No need for commissioner: Mayor

**We will match or beat any advertised rate! Pricing does not include taxes and administration fees.
905-737-2484   FirstChoiceDrivingSchool.com

100% 
SATISFACTION
GUARANTEE*

Lowest Price Guarantee**
Drivers Education Course

MTO APPROVED

Trained and built over 30,000+
new and young drivers since 1975

*

*

email to Town CAO Neil
Garbe and Town Clerk John
Leach. "Other commitments
prevent me from continuing in
the role as Integrity
Commissioner for the Town of
Aurora. 

"I wish the new Council
well as they embark on their
new term."

That was on Friday,
January 21. Mayor Dawe's
motion to have Council vote
on giving Mr. Tsubouchi his 30
days notice was expected to
come before Councillors the
following Tuesday. Mayor
Dawe's notice of motion to the
effect was made during the
first working session of the
new Council on December
14, fulfilling a campaign prom-
ise to dismiss the Integrity
Commissioner. 

"From my understanding
from what most of them were
campaigning on, it was really
to bring back the level of civil-
ity to Town Council," he told
The Auroran of his campaign
following his October 25 victo-
ry. "Pretty much everyone had

an issue with the Integrity
Commissioner and that whole
process. I have already com-
mitted to addressing that."

In a statement to The
Auroran immediately following
his resignation, Mr. Tsubouchi
denied that his decision to
give his 30 days notice was
not a way of beating Council
to the punch. 

"The new Council is enti-
tled to determine their own
priorities and policies," he
said. "The timing of the instal-
lation of Council coincided
with new commitments that I
am undertaking."

Mr. Tsubouchi noted there
were no formal complaints left
on the docket upon his resig-
nation, but the Town is unable
to tell whether complaints
have been received by the
Clerk, due to the anonymous
process in place, since Mr.
Tsubouchi's resignation came
into effect.

Councillor Gaertner's
notice of motion is next
expected to be on the table
August 16.
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1-866-980-8037 • 15783 YONGE ST., AURORA AUTO CAMPUS • www.highlandgm.com

• Manufacturer’s warranty
• 150 + point inspection
• 30-day/2500 km no-hassle
exchange privilege

• 24-hour roadside assistance WELLINGTON EAST Aurora

YO
N

G
E

ST
.

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROADAvailable at

Automobile Journalists Association of Canada

2011 CANADIAN
CAR OF THE YEAR

Don’t just drive...Don’t just drive... CRUZECRUZE

THE 2011
CHEVROLET CRUZE

Thursday, October 6, 2011
Dinner and

Awards Ceremony
Cocktails 5:30 pm  

Sponsorship opportunities still available
Please call the Chamber o�ce (905) 727-7262

Moving Aurora business forward!

Look for the fall Calendar of Events 
in the September newsletter or 

online at 
www.aurorachamber.on.ca

 

The Manor Event Venue
16750 Weston Road, Kettleby

Please register and pay online at www.aurorachamber.on.ca 15483 Yonge St., Aurora 9
(across from Howard Johnson)

ALL WINTER WEAR
ADULT AND JUNIOR

JACKETS AND PANTS

HATS, GLOVES, T-NECKS

DESCENTE, KILTEC, JUPA, 

FERA, OBERMEYER, ROXY, QUIKSILVER,

FOUR SQUARE

••RACQUET WEAR
SKIRTS, SHORTS, TOPS , DRESSES

•• CCAASSUUAALL WWEEAARR

SWIM WEAR & ACCESSORIES
STELLA DELMARE, ROXY, SPEEDO, TYR, ZIEGLER

STELLE, BAMBOO,ISLAND, BODYGOLVE. MIA
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TENT SALE
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TENT SALE
July 21 - 24

50-80% OFF

20-50% OFF

CANADA GOOSE 
NOT ON SALE

20% - 50% OFF



ora
How

R
R
TS

H KS

D A, 

F R,

F RE

• R
ES

• ARR

ES
S ER

IA

T
21 - 24

T
21 - 24

THE AURORAN, Week of July 19, 2011 - 9 

75 MARY ST., AURORA 905-713-2317

on all in-stock

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

Second location now open: 213-225 The Queensway S., 
Unit 4, Keswick 905-535-2317

GREAT PRICINGGREAT PRICING
HOTIt’s HOT outside

Don Smith

Above Ground POOLS

URORA 905-713-2317

ALL POOL TOYS

UURORA 905 713 2317

25% OFF

Rec Cycle N’ Sports!
15483 Yonge St. Aurora, across from Howard Johnson Hotel 

Main Location:

up toup to

905-841-5757

BMX • Freestyle • Dirt

25% OFF25% OFF
BIKE CLEARANCEBIKE CLEARANCE

The Vapors are here...The Vapors are here...

SPRING TUNE-UPS – ONLY $39.99 + parts & tax
NEW SEASON • NEW PRODUCT • NEW STORE

Expert skate sharpening while you wait.

SpeedSpeed
and performanceand performance

Optimized.Optimized.
VAPOR X6.0

IN STOCK

ra 905-841-0949
Howard Johnson)
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TENT SALE

July 21 - 24
TENT SALE

July 21 - 24
THURSDAY - FRIDAY 

9:30 - 9:00 p.m.
SATURDAY

9:30 - 6:00   p.m. 
SUNDAY

11:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

50-80% OFF

20-50% OFF

CANADA GOOSE 
NOT ON SALE

ATTENTION
All SWIM CLUBS

2200%% OOFFFF 
Swim Wear and Accessories

20% - 50% OFF
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.caSPORTS
905-727-3300 Week of July 19, 2011theauroran.com

Camel climber gets reprieve...for now
Confederation Park's now-

controversial "two hump
camel climber" playground
installation got a little bit of a
reprieve at last week's Council
meeting as Councillors
requested a report from Parks
and Recreation staff on the
equipment before making a
decision on whether or not to
remove it from the park.

Complaints against the
children's climbing apparatus
first came to Council's atten-
tion last month when resi-
dents Martin MacIntaggart
and Laurie Harris came for-
ward to express their con-
cerns. Ms. Harris explained
that her young daughter fell
between the bars of the
climber and bruised her pelvis
in the process. Both were on
hand last week to reiterate
their concerns in the hopes
their pleas would make a dif-
ference and prevent future
injuries on the playground
equipment. 

"When children come
down the other side facing
away from the ladder, they
have a centre of gravity away
from being on the top of the
ladder and if they lose their
grip, they will fall and fall
directly on top of the piece of
equipment," said Mr.
MacIntaggart. "Now I implore
everybody here as a
Councillor tonight to think
about the children of Aurora
and think about young chil-
dren and how we have to pro-
tect them.

"When somebody identi-
fies a hazard it should be dealt
with immediately."

After Mr. MacIntaggart
made his first appearance at
Council in June, Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe quickly made
a notice of motion calling for
the swift removal of the
climber in the interests of pub-
lic safety.

"I think the way the resolu-
tion is worded sets a danger-
ous precedent that whenever
anybody who shows up and is
worried about the safety of a
particular item, based on this
we're not doing in the merits of
the actual playground equip-
ment, we're doing it on these
concerns," said Councillor
Paul Pirri when Mayor Dawe's
motion came up for Council
discussion.

"I'm not 100 per cent cer-
tain that is the way it should be
done. I wouldn't mind seeing
this go back to staff and staff
creating a report and giving us
some options."

According to Al Downey,
Aurora's Director of Parks and
Recreation Services, the
Canadian Safety Authority
has verified that the play-
ground equipment in question
complies with its safety stan-
dards and is a safe play-
ground overall. 

"That doesn't, however,
prevent injury," he said. "The
playground does offer chal-
lenges and we do that inten-
tionally to create some chal-
lenge for the children; if we
didn't, I don't know that they
would have the play value in
the equipment right now. 

"The concern is whether or
not that challenge goes
beyond their limits and gets
into a dangerous situation. As
the delegate said, these are
unsupervised facilities. That
means there needs to be
some control, either parental
or the users themselves, with
regards to the use or inappro-
priate use of that equipment."

Along with Mr.
MacIntaggart and Ms. Harris,
two more parents came for-
ward expressing the opposing
viewpoint.  Gale Palmer, an
11-year resident of the
Regency Acres neighbour-
hood said she has watched
children under her care enjoy
the park and has heard no
complaints against any play-
ground apparatus at
Confederation Park until the
specific complaint before
them that evening. 

"The camel hump structure
holds many challenges and
poses risks to children of all
ages, as does other pieces of
equipment in every play-
ground across Aurora," she
said. "There is potential for
injury at many points in any
park. Children tumble over the
edges of swirly slides; they
misjudge the height of the
monkey bars and fall.
Playground accidents hap-
pen. My point is there are
many opportunities for injury
anywhere in Confederation
Park. Injuries have occurred.
It's the way kids use parks. My
role as a parent and caregiver

is to guide the younger chil-
dren to the appropriate play-
ground equipment and pre-
vent older kids from abusing
the equipment designed for
younger children.

"There are a variety of
apparatus to challenge a vari-
ety of ages. The camel hump
bars are where older kids con-
gregate and socialize."

In her presentation, Ms.
Palmer brought forward a
number of testimonials from
area children in favour of
keeping the camel climber in
place. One person expressed
their pleasure of using the
apparatus when wearing
appropriate footwear, while
another said its removal would
not be fair on those who enjoy
it. 

"I think it should not be
removed because there are
lots of other things that are just
as dangerous," Ms. Palmer
quoted one nine-year-old boy
as saying. "If they were going
to take that out, they should
take everything out and let
kids not have fun, but I don't
like that idea because if kids
don't have fun they will be
mean and miserable and
nothing will be good."

When fellow parent Leah
Clark came forward, she reit-
erated many of Ms. Palmer's
views, but added that the
removal of the camel climber
based on this complaint could
indeed set an unfortunate
precedent when dealing with
similar concerns.

"If the climber comes
down, then the Town would
then be receiving hundreds of
requests for other playground
equipment removal in several
parks," she said. "Approving
this motion will only set a
precedent for future play-
ground request removals.
There are those who enjoy the
playground as is and do use it
safely. They should not be
penalized. If playground safety
is a concern, more attention
should be paid to the garbage
under the slide, the broken
bottles on the basketball court
and, unfortunately, the used
condoms littering the entire
area. This is more of an imme-
diate concern than the play-
ground equipment."

While Councillors ultimate-
ly approved a motion from

Big wins for minor ball players
The Aurora Minor

Mosquito Rep baseball
team were the big winners
of the 10 team Georgetown
Minor Mosquito tournament
on July 10. 

After defeating Burlington
and Stratford in the first two
games, Aurora trailed
Oakville 12-9 heading into
the bottom of the 7th inning
of a must-win game.

With two outs and the
bases loaded Dalton
Greiciunas drove the ball
deep over the centre field-
er's head for a dramatic walk
off grand slam to move the
team into the semi-finals.

In a tightly contested
s e m i - f i n a l  a g a i n s t
Clarington and with the
score tied at 9, Aurora
scored 7 runs in extra
innings to win the game 16-
9.  Thanks in large part to a
bases loaded clearing triple
by Game MVP Andrew
Park.

In the finals against
Kingsville, Aurora broke
open a close game with 8

runs over the last two
innings to defeat Kingsville
15-7.

Pictured in the above 
victory photo (from left) are
Mark Elbaum, Jim Moulds,
Myles Vasilevski, Johnathan
G i a n f o r c a r o ,  D a l t o n
Greiciunas, Connor Elbaum,
Aaron Preiano, Nicola
Makhlouta, Andrew Park,
Lucas Lombardi, Christian
Leone, Ethan Moulds,
Christian Ricchiuto, Stephen
Preiano.

The Georgetown tourna-
ment included teams repre-
senting Aurora, Burlington,
O a k v i l l e ,  S t r a t fo r d ,
C la r i ng ton ,  K i ngsv i l l e ,
M a r k h a m ,  M i l t o n ,
Waterdown and, of course,
Georgetown. Aurora won
each of its games beating
Burlington 8-5, Stratford 
11-10, Oakville 13-12,
Clarington 16-9, and
Kingsville 15-7. 

In other local baseball
news, The Aurora Midget
Jays went into high gear this
weekend and swept a dou-

ble header Saturday at
Aurora's new Stewart
Burnett baseball diamond
against their rivals from
Bolton. Lead by strong start-
ing pitching from Matt
Stewart and Andrew
Seguin, the Jays shut down
the Bolton offence allowing
only three runs in two
games while scoring 29 on
their side of the ledger.

The offence was led by
Robert Spencer's inside-
the-park home run in game
two along with doubles from
Matt Zambri, Robert
Bradford, Eliot Harkin,
James Harkin, and Joe
Ariganello. Defensively, Matt
Miller and Dalton Mayo
anchored the infield and out-
field respectively, shutting
down Bolton threats in both
ends of the double header.

The Jays enter the home
stretch of their season in
second place in the York
Region standings with an
eye on qualifying for the
Ontario championships in
the last week of August.  

Councillor Evelyn Buck - who
noted that she too can call
Confederation Park her own
neighbourhood park - calling
on Mr. Downey to provide
Council with a full written
report of all options and impli-

cations for the climbers
removal, Councillor Sandra
Humfryes expressed her sup-
port for the original motion to
have the equipment removed.

"Personally, from what I
have seen and experienced

myself, I would like to see the
equipment removed but I
would like to see something
challenging and fun [in its
place] that is proven not to
raise so many concerns," 
she said.
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Hair 
Manicure 
Pedicure 
Waxing 
Bio-gel, Solar-Gel 
UV Gell, Acrylic

Walk-ins Welcome • Gift Certificates Available

905-503-SWAN (7926)
* Room for Rent/Facials

15450 Yonge St., Unit 1, Aurora 
All staff are from LEANNE’S NAILS 

OPEN
Monday 

to Saturday

OPEN
Monday 

to Saturday

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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uoJuly 23 - 4 Saturdays
August 9 - 4 Days 

✁

✁

AT YOUR 
SERVICE 

DI CECCO, 
JONES 

LAW OFFICE 

AURORA

Alessandro 
Di Cecco 

Carolyn 
Jones 

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY 

905-751-1517

the costs of Hoedown," he
said. "The money that is
spread amongst the chari-
ties comes from the sale of
the event tickets and the
raffle tickets that our 20
organizations have, so that
is quite a commitment over
time. We would encourage
everyone to get out and
buy those tickets and buy
them often.” 

Last year's Hoedown
set a record of $514,000
which was shared
amongst 20 community
organizations, a record
which Mr. Hinder hopes is
broken this year. 

Local charities selected
to benefit from this year's
Hoedown include the
Aurora Youth Soccer Club,
the Aurora Skating Club,
Marquee Theatrical
Productions, the Optimist
Club of Aurora, Operation
Springboard, the Women's
Centre of York Region, the
York Region Food
Network, Youth Assisting
Youth, Doane House
Hospice, and Hospice
King-Aurora. 

With their share of the
money, the Aurora Youth
Soccer Club will provide
free and affordable pro-
grams to families in need
of financial assistance,
while the Aurora Skating
Club will fund their Special
Needs Skate Program,
infuse cash into their 2012
Ice Show and offset rising
ice costs. Marquee
Theatrical Productions will
use their share of the pot
to support community arts
programs for youth and
seniors, while youth will
also benefit from the share
enjoyed by the Optimists,
which will go to supporting
the children's section of
the Aurora Public Library,
their Baby Bundles
Program, and offering
scholarships for high
school music programs.

Local businesses could
be launched with the
money received by the
Women's Centre of York
Region, which plans to use
their funds to enhance
their Enterprising
Business Incubator pro-
gram, providing low-

income women with
hands-on training and sup-
port "to help them launch
viable and sustainable
businesses through expe-
riential in-class learning,
field trips, mentoring, and
networking." Accessibility
to resources to increase
healthy food for low
income families will be
boosted with the money

received by the York
Region Food Network
which will also support
their vision: Food for
Health - Food for All.

After reporting a need
for volunteers in the area
last year, Youth Assisting
Youth will use their money
to facilitate one-on-one
peer mentoring and group
mentoring for at-risk kids.

Hoedown money will benefit community groups
They will also use the
resources to go out,
recruit, and train new Youth
Mentors, and expand their
group mentoring programs.
With the York Regional
Police, the police mentors
will "help break down the
barriers that often stand
between children and law
enforcement."

Tickets for the 2011
Hoedown as well as the
Prospectors’ Raffle - featur-
ing a grand prize of
$50,000 cash - are avail-
able from these community
groups, as well as
Neighbourhood Network
a n d  J o n a t h a n ' s
Restaurant. The event fea-
tures a "Texas-style barbe-
cue dinner, cash bar, silent
a u c t i o n ,  P r o s p e c t o r s ’
Raffle, live country music
entertainment and line
dancing."

A full list of entertain-
ment will be announced
closer to the event.

"This year we had a
record number of appli-
cants from organizations to
become recipients of the
Hoedown funds and we
know the need is great,"

Mr. Hinder told the commu-
nity organizations. "A cou-
ple of years ago we decid-
ed to go to 20 charities and
spread the need out across
the community more and
so congratulations on
being the 20 that were cho-
sen."

Funds address widening care gap
Money allocated from the

2011 Wild West Hoedown
will help narrow a widening
gap in support that has been
identified both by Hospice
King-Aurora and Doane
House Hospice, say the
organization's representa-
tives. 

According to Lynn
McLarnon of Hospice King-
Aurora, the last 18 months

have seen a "huge" growth
in demand for hospice care,
something she attributes to
the opening of the Stronach
Regional Cancer Centre.

"A lot of people are able
to get treatment closer to
home now, which means
that we're able to step in and
help them with a broad
range of services around
their medical treatment," she

explains. "We don't provide
medical services, but we
provide a lot of the kind of
services a friend, neighbour,
a family member would help
with like errands, driving,
companionship, light house-
keeping and meal prepara-
tion.

"Those are the kinds of
things we do so when people
are able to get their treat-

From page 1

ment closer to home and stay
at home, then we're able to
step in and provide a lot of
those supports for them so
these funds will help us pro-
vide more of that support for
the people."

Hospice King-Aurora is
also stepping in to help fill in
the gaps for those finishing
their cancer treatments in
their fledgling new program
Picking Up The Pieces for
those "moving onto a new
stage in their lives."

"This is not an end-of-life
situation, but once they finish
their treatment and the doctor
says, 'You're doing well, see
you in six months' there is no
social worker anymore, there
is no patient advocate any-
more, there is nobody to help
them and life may be com-
pletely different than what it
was before they started their
treatment," says Ms.
McLarnon. 

"We offer a 10 week pro-
gram that helps them envi-
sion their new future and that
helps them with practical
strategies to cope with what
might be a different life now
than what they had or were
expecting before. We do
things like vision boards, we
do dietary learning for them,
and we offer resources for
financial planning and all
kinds of services to help
them cope with a new future."

Newmarket minister
Robin Wardlaw will carry
the New Democratic Party
of Ontario banner in
Newmarket-Aurora in the
October provincial elec-
tion.

In an announcement
Wednesday, Gerald Fox,
president of the
Newmarket-Aurora NDP
constituency association
said party members were
proud of Mr. Wardlaw's
nomination.

"We are proud to put
Rev. Wardlaw forward as
our candidate. "Robin
Wardlaw has been work-
ing hard to build a com-
passionate community
here for 15 years."

As for Mr. Wardlaw him-
self, he said he is particu-
larly concerned with
issues relating to poverty,
food, security, justice -

including "gender justice"
- and the environment.

"I am eager to see
Newmarket-Aurora and
Ontario become leaders in
building fair, caring and
sustainable society," he
said in a statement. 

Mr. Wardlaw, who has
served Newmarket's
Trinity United Church for
the last 15 years, has also
served churches in loca-

tions ranging ranging from
Newfoundland to Sioux
Lookout. According to the
announcement from the
local NDP association,
during his time as minister
in Hamilton, Mr. Wardlaw
was "active in peace, dis-
armament and workers'
rights initiatives. 

"In Sioux Lookout, he
was a member of the local
hospital board and helped
negotiate an agreement to
merge it with the Sioux
Lookout Zone Hospital for
First Nations people."

He is a member of Put
Food in the Budget, a food
security advocacy coali-
tion, a co-founder of the
Newmarket and Area
Interfaith Society, and 
co-founder of the York
Region Committee for 
the Stephen Lewis
Foundation.

Sheryl Thomas of Aurora's Marquee Theatrical
Productions (L) and Brenda Andrachuk, represent-
ing Rose of Sharon, are pictured at Thursday's
Hoedown kick-off. Both organizations will receive 
a share of money raised from the event.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

REV. ROBIN WARDLAW

Minister gets NDP nod
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Kid’s Bowling

Only $75 per child
Ages  5 - 12

 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Bowling Every Day

To Register call or visit Gateway Lanes
905 727-2900

$20 Deposit Required
Hosted by: The Gathering Place

210 Edward Street, Aurora
905 841-0172 – www.tgpoa.com

Also Swimming, Games, 
Sports, Music,
Drama, Puppets, 
Faith Lessons & Much More
Children – bring your own lunch

Aug  15 – 19th
Day Camp

“DON’T GET CAUGHT 
WITH YOUR 

BUMPER DRAGGING”

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR YORK SPRING & RADIATOR 
Come to 

FOR ALL YOUR 
SUSPENSION NEEDS

Extra leaves, shocks, coil springs & struts 
Cars, Trucks & Trailers

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  727-3121905

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

Bathroom 
& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

 
Chris Armstrong 

Sales  Representat ive  

“Your First Great Decision”

carmstrong@trebnet.com
www.carmstrong.ca

905-727-3154

Solar project gets green light
The Stronach Aurora

Recreation Complex is set to
become a solar powerhouse
with Council's approval of
preparing a request for pro-
posal to lease the roof space
for solar energy generation.

Council made the decision
last week after receiving a
report from Aurora CAO Neil
Garbe and a presentation from
Christina Nagy-Oh, Manager
of Environmental Initiatives.
The approval will see the roof
space leased to a solar power
generating company which will
maintain the system, and bring
in a leasing revenue of any-
where between $20,000 and
$50,000 annually.

The project was initially
brought to Council's attention
in the New Year. In February,
four options were presented to
Council on how to proceed
with the project. The first option
was sole proprietorship that
would see the system fully
owned and operated by the

Town. This option has the high-
est financial return for the town
but incurs investment, opera-
tion, and maintenance costs,
said Mr. Garbe in his initial
report. 

The second was roof
space rental. According to his
report, this presented the least
amount of risk for the Town but
also the least amount of rev-
enue. The third was joint equi-
ty, which entailed a partner-
ship with a third party and
would have significant return
compared to option two. The
final option would have seen
the power generated from the
rooftop panels of the SARC
funnelled directly into SARC
operations. 

"This is the least favourable
option, considering the Feed-
in Tariff program pricing is four
to five times higher than our
current cost of buying power
from the grid," said Mr. Garbe
at the time.

Various buildings around

Town have been assessed for
their usefulness in solar power
generation - described in the
report as Solar Photovoltaic
Development - since 2009.
The assessment program
examined all flat roof struc-
tures in the Town for their
potential, looking specifically at
the size, age, and geographic
positioning of the roof, as well
as exposure to sunlight and
the use of each facility.

Last week, Councillors
appeared to be in favour of the
leasing option because it pre-
sented the least amount of
risk. 

"The business person in
me says we're losing out on an
awful lot, perhaps, but on the
other hand we're wearing our
hat as Councillor and it means
we don't have to risk with tax-
payer's money, so I am far
more comfortable leasing the
roof space," said Councillor
Chris Ballard. 

Councillor Michael

Thompson too expressed
favour with the leasing option
in the interest of minimising
risk and protecting taxpayer
dollars. 

Councillor Evelyn Buck, on
the other hand, said she was
not "thrilled with the idea" for a
number of reasons, including
the fact that the success of
similar projects in other munic-
ipalities such as New
Tecumseh have yet to be fully
gauged. 

"We don't know how suc-
cessful it is in terms of produc-
ing power to a financial advan-
tage and I assume we have
some consideration for the
financial advantage," she said,
also expressing concern that if
there is a change in govern-
ment following the upcoming
Provincial election that the
feed-in tariff program would be
cancelled and be a blow to the
economic viability of the initia-
tive.

"With an election in the fall,

there is a risk the program
would be cancelled," she said.
"If we did it and the program
gets cancelled, are we stuck
with something that isn't to our
particular advantage? There
are a lot of questions to my
mind that need to be
answered. The financial impli-
cations of this under the pro-
posed options are currently
unclear."

With these questions unan-
swered - as well as her con-
cerns that the solar panel proj-
ect might not be ideally suited
to our local weather conditions
compared to other initiatives in
Spain and Germany -
Councillor Buck suggested the
matter be referred to the
Economic Development
Advisory Committee to look

“Excessive” fireworks could be silenced
Being woken up by fire-

works set off early in the
morning and late at night by
enthusiastic holiday rev-
ellers could soon be a thing
of the past, following a
direction from Council last
week calling for proposals
to revise the Town's fire-
works bylaw.

The current bylaw allows
for family fireworks to be set
off two days preceding and
two days following both the
Victoria Day and Canada
Day holidays - as well as on
the holidays themselves -
adding up to five consecu-
tive days of fireworks, "with-
out any time restrictions",
noted Councillor Sandra
Humfryes in her motion to
Council.

"This is causing resi-
dents stress and frustration
due to the excessive and
continual noise," she noted,
requesting that staff come
back to Council "with pro-
posed amendments to the
bylaw for enactment that
would allow Family
Fireworks for a limited peri-
od of time, including start
and end times, without
jeopardizing holiday cele-
bration activities."

Councillor Humfryues
provided notice of her
motion on June 21 and it
first came up for Council
discussion at last week's
meeting. At the meeting,
she said her intention was
not to be a killjoy, but to
address the concerns of
residents, complaints which
have also been received by
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe,
Councillors John Abel,

Chris Ballard, and others.
"A particular resident

approached me a couple of
years ago with the problem
and since then I have heard
from other residents stating
that there is some exces-
sive timing of home fire-
works, noise, and so on,"
said Councillor Humfryes,
speaking to her motion. "I
am looking forward to hear-
ing back from staff with a
report that would make
some of the excessive situ-
ations in the recent holidays
and do that without jeopar-
dising any of the holiday
celebrations at all.

"We need to make sure
we have a great celebration
during our special holi-
days."

Some residents have
come forward to Councillor
Humfryes, complaining that
one particular neighbour in
their area insists on regular-
ly setting off fireworks
between 7 a.m. and 11
p.m., as per the bylaw, mak-
ing the neighbours irritated
with the situation.

"These residents have
said they didn't even know
we had a fireworks bylaw
until this issue came up and
they were excessively
aggravated by this situation
to the point where some of
the left when they knew this
was going to happen and it
was promised by the neigh-
bour who was doing this
because our bylaw allows
it," she said. 

According to Techa van
Leeuwen, Aurora's Director
of Bylaw Services, the best
way to regulate the setting

off of fireworks is through a
fireworks bylaw rather than
through the existing noise
bylaw. 

"The noise bylaw does
exempt fireworks, autho-
rised setting off of fireworks,
so if it is within the provi-
sions of the fireworks bylaw
and is exempt from the
noise bylaw, so I do believe
this is the best way to deal
with the situation."

Ms. van Leeuwen's
department responds to
complaints received but, as
she noted, they do not have
a bylaw enforcement officer
on duty at all hours of the
day, particularly on
evenings and weekends. 

"It would become an
issue of a complainant pos-
sibly stepping forward and
becoming a witness in court
and testifying in Court if
there is a violation and
we're not able to attend the
site at the time of the viola-
tion," she said, adding she
wasn't certain off hand how
many complaints have been
sent to the bylaw depart-
ment about excessive fire-
works noise, but records

are kept. 
While Council voted in

favour of Councillor
Humfryes' request for a
staff report, Councillor
Chris Ballard, however,
wondered if it went far
enough, and considered
aloud the merits of propos-
ing an outright ban on fami-
ly fireworks. 

"What are other munici-
palities doing?" he asked.
"Although I don't know of
any fires that have been
caused by these or any per-
sonal injuries that have
been caused by family fire-
works, I don't see many
places in Town where they
can be safely lit off," he
said. "Having said that, I
think it is important to look
at this bylaw. There may be
an issue with enforcement
but this is an excellent
opportunity to educate the
fireworks-purchasing public
and the rest of us who are
annoyed by fireworks going
off for seemingly weeks on
end that not everyone is as
thrilled with things that go
snap, crackle, and pop as
the purchasers are."

Please see page 15

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3434$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 42 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm



Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 1,000,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each year!

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

 
Protect Your 

Driveway 
Keep It Looking 

Like  New 

DRIVEWAY 
SEALING

905-841-8949 
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S 

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

� BUSINESS SERVICES� BUSINESS SERVICES

� BUSINESS SERVICES

� BUSINESS SERVICES

� HELP WANTED

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cab ine t  
g rand  p iano,  w i t h  
or ig ina l  s too l . $580. 
P lease  ema i l
bob@auroran.com

� SWIMMING INSTRUCTION 

NON-COMPETITIVE and
COMPETITIVE SWIM-
MING: Children to adults.
Aurora Selkies and
Masters Swim Clubs.
Register now for the
2011/12 season. www.
swimgym.ca 905-841-
3450.

VideosVideos
www.theauroran.com 

at www. theauroran.com
Come out and enjoy.  Most events are FREE!

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with 
Alison 

Search for businesses in our Marketplace. 
Go to www.theauroran.com then click on the 

Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page. 

Our        Town

WatchWatch

WatchWatch

 
    

Thank you to our videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

EVENT CALENDAR

THEAURORAN.COM

Collins-Mrakas

Watch

community

Watch for new community videos each week. If you have an upcoming event and would 
like it covered by theauroran.com please have your event co-ordinator email cynthia@auroran.com

• Our oldest Aurora resident
•  21 Doors Open
• 16th Annual Chamber Street Festival

   

for upcoming eventsfor upcoming events
on our outstanding...on our outstanding...

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN
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(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

Over 30 years experience. 

 

CONCRETE IMPRESSIONS 
• Stamped concrete for as low as $8/sq. ft. 

Garage Floors • Driveways • Waterproofing 
• Basement Walkouts • Walk-ways • Curbs 

905-505-2410
“We leave good impressions”

• INSURED  • REFERENCES FREE ESTIMATES

www.uniqueconcreteimpressions.com

3 Cu.Yds. $109 + HST 
(Includes delivery to Aurora & Newmarket 

other areas slightly more) 

 
 

MINI BIN 
$139 + HST 
DROP OFF 
& PICK UP  

Also available: MULCH, TOPSOIL, GRAVEL, RIVER ROCK, SCREENINGS 
FULL  SERVICE  LANDSCAPE  COMPANY 

CALL US @ 905-727-7102 

WEEDLESS 
GARDEN 

SOIL 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS at 7
• This Week in Aurora • Council Watch 

• Mail Bag  • This Week’s Topic

� CONDO FOR RENT

� FOR SALE CONDO FOR RENT Ft.
Myers Beach Florida. 2 bed-
room, two bath, fully
equiped. Rent one week,
second week half price.
From $600 & up. Low sea-
son from $600/wk. – High
season from $1,000/wk.
www.captainsbay.com 416-
720-1755.

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL
Only 1$ 957with 

this 
coupon

(On most vehicles)

We also buy 

VEHICLES 
SCRAP 

For all of your 
automotive needs. 
70 Industrial Pkwy. S. 
Aurora 905-841-6041

�

�

Times may be hard...

Water doesn’t have to be!

Solving water problems since 1925

For more information call: 
905-713-6326

FREE WATER TESTING

FLORIDA
COND0
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RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS to join our 
friendly team. FT/PT position required 

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings.
Drivers needed.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message between
8.30 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Ada Johnson turns 108!
Our videographer, Sean Casey, covered Ada Johnson’s 108th 

birthday party at Park Place Manor in Aurora, on Sunday. 
If you missed it, just go to the www.theauroran.com 

homepage and scroll down to the Community Videos. 
Here you will see thumbnails of all our videos --

select Ada Johnson’s 108th Birthday.
~Video by Sean Casey~

Simcoe-York Group of Newspapers is currently hiring for
the position of Editor at one of our local newspapers. 

The editor will be expected to:
• Produce several bylined new and feature stories each 

week
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted 

for publication
• Take photographs
• Show proficiency at using social media, Mac 

computers, and QuarkXPress, InDesign, Photoshop and 
other programs necessary for the publication of a 
weekly newspaper

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

Qualifications:
• Diploma in journalism preferred
• Candidates should have experience working on 

the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

The ideal candidate will have a distinct 
willingness to cover both community 
events, local politics, and be able 
to work in a team-oriented
yet self-motivated 
environment. 

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates should 
forward their cover 

letter and resume to
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com 

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

EDITOR

is here!

NEED MORE FREE TIME?

Affordable Rates –Call Ife:

(905) 841-2377

Day 2 Day 

Cooking, Residential
 or Commercial 

Cleaning, 
and Lawn Care

 SPECIALTY GIFT BASKETS!
• Any Occasion, 
• Any Size, 
• Any Budget.
  Call for a
 

(905) 841-2377
FREE QUOTE

C
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Online Store 
available for 
nutritional products
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m WORK
FROM
HOME
For your free 
information kit

1 877 287 9046

G A R A G E  S A L E -
D O W N S I Z I N G . Too
many items to mention.
11 Houdini Way in
Aurora. July 23, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. (We will adver-
tise the rain date here if
we get rained out.)

 

 
•  Some experience required
•  Knowledge of tractor and attachment operations
•  Fence repair and painting
•  Grass trimming and field cutting
•  20 hours wk minimum.
 

HELP WANTED
Farm Property Maintenance

Call: 416-508-6170

Thomas Kwok 
Real Estate Broker 

25 years experience
Flexible commission from 3.5%

HomeLife/Bayview
Realty Inc. Brokerage 

Independently owned and operated

905.889.2200  •  416-399.2128 

DOWNSIZING

GARAGE
SALE

� ELDER CARE WANTED

ELDER CARE PRACTI-
TIONER OFFERS: nutri-
tional consultations (first –
free); daily activities; 
meal-plans and more. call:
416-859-6374, email: car-
ingharts@gmail.com.

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!
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16700 Bayview Ave., Newmarket (at Mulock)
    905.898.4165    www.newmarketscooter.ca

NEWMARKET SCOOTER
&  CYCLE

Offer applies to late 
models only while 

supplies last

Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

OSPCA extension comes with conditions
The Town of Aurora's con-

tract with the OSPCA for ani-
mal control services will be
extended for one year begin-
ning January 1 to allow the
Town to investigate all avail-
able options and alternatives
for these services - but the
agreement came with provi-
sions from Council that the
OSPCA must continue to
clean up its act in response
to recent controversies sur-
rounding the Newmarket
shelter.

In a report before
Councillors last month by
Techa van Leeuwen,
Aurora's Director of Bylaw
Services, staff recommend-
ed a one year extension in
the existing contract from
January 1, 2012 to the end of
the following December at a
cost of $197,129 to look at all
options.

Extending Aurora's
OSPCA contract by one year
would allow Town Staff time
to prepare the RFP process
in receiving bids from organ-
izations like the OSPCA and
Kennel Inn, should that be
the route Council decides to
take.

"That requires some time
in there is some sensitivity in
that," said Ms. van Leeuwen,
when the matter first
appeared before Council last
month. "I would highly rec-
ommend that if we wanted to
engage in a one-year con-
tract with [a group] other than
OSPCA, that we should go
through the Request for
Proposal (RFP) process and
see what the results pro-
vide."

Options available to
Councillors for the future
include partnering with
Newmarket, Georgina,
Whitchurch-Stouffville, and
East Gwillimbury for animal
control services, entering
into a longer term agreement
with the OSPCA, and issuing
an RFP for all interested

potential providers including
the OSPCA and Kennel Inn. 

Of the partnership options
available with other munici-
palities, Georgina has signifi-
cant capacity to accommo-
date the numbers, said Ms.
van Leewen. 

"Currently the other four
municipalities use this shel-
ter and have individual con-
tracted services for enforce-
ment. The partnership would
consider both enforcement
and shelter services. The
Town of Newmarket is the
project lead and to date there
have been three meetings. 

"The timing for a munici-
pal partnership is January
2013 as the other four
municipalities have contract-
ed enforcement agreements
in place until December 31,
2012. The Town of Aurora
agreement with OSPCA
expires December 31, 2011,
therefore we would need to
extend our agreement with
OSPCA or find an alternative
solution for the year 2012."

During the June debate,
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
acknowledged there have
been a lot of comments
about the OSPCA operation
in Newmarket, but came to
the organization's defence
during the discussion. 

"My understanding is that
the entire operation has
changed, it's entirely new
staff," he said. "Certainly
there are concerns with the
OSPCA and I believe it prob-
ably wouldn't harm us at all
in terms of deferring to July
12," he said.  "I believe that
the operation up here has
pulled up their socks and I
wanted to come to their
defence."

While speaking the exten-
sion for the first time last
month, Councillor Sandra
Humfryes motioned to defer
the matter to last week to
address the many issues
surrounding the shelter.

When the matter came up for
discussion at the last meet-
ing, Councillor Michael
Thompson suggested
amendments that addressed
a number of outstanding
concerns raised about the
local OSPCA in the wake of
the ringworm outbreak. 

In his amendment, he
called on the OSPCA to pro-
vide written document to the
Municipality "outlining how it
plans to implement, or has
implemented, the operational
recommendations contained
in the LeSage-Meek Report."

His second amendment
also gives the Town greater
authority in ensuring that
standards are met, particu-
larly that "the contract renew-
al be amended to permit the
Town to conduct an inspec-
tion of the OSPCA facilities
to ensure that it is imple-
menting or has implemented
operational recommenda-
tions in accordance with the
LeSage-Meek report."

"Should the Town be dis-
satisfied with the inspection,
the Town shall have the right
to terminate the contract
without further notice or
costs," he said in his motion.

In explaining his pro-
posed amendments,
Councillor Thompson said
that based on what repre-
sentatives of the OSPCA
have already said, the
amendments shouldn't be a
surprise. 

"I know Councillor Abel
and I have both had an
opportunity to speak with
Frank Klees and he's certain-
ly [spoken] a lot about the
OSPCA and the report that
was done by Mr. Lesage so I
think it would be prudent for
us to tie the renewal of the
contract in with the recom-
mendations that were out-
lined in the report that is cur-
rently available," he said.

"I do know the OSPCA
has also come out and publi-

cally said that they would
carry through with those rec-
ommendations as well so I
don't think we are really intro-
ducing anything new."

Recommendations in the
LaSage-Meek report call on
the OSPCA to create the
position of a Chief
Veterinarian to be the primary
go-to person for shelters and
vets working in the network of
shelters, who will have a "for-
mal role in outbreak manage-
ment and be at a very senior
administrative level";  the
appointment of a provincial
Infection Control Officer, a
role which may or may not be
filled by the Chief Vet; the
implementation of a formal
surveillance program in each
shelter to document infec-
tious disease; a re-evaluation
of practices revolving around

rabies vaccinations of ani-
mals; improved record keep-
ing;  a special focus on pre-
vention, testing, and treat-
ment of ringworm; and the

creation of a task force from
the appropriate ministries "to
ensure that appropriate
changes are made at the
OSPCA."

Crowds filled Town
Park Wednesday night
to see The Good
Brothers, in the second
concert in the 2011
Wednesday Concerts
in the Park season.
Seen here with the
Good Brothers is
Debbie Hansel, show-
ing the group a t-shirt
she has had since one
of their concerts in the
1980s. This week the
band shell hosts The
Fabulous Knockouts. 

FOR SALESOLD

Direct: 905-727-1961

Susan Cowen 
Sales Representative

susan@susancowen.com

York Group
Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

People you know...

people you trust!
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By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape
Lazy days of summer

FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Tues –Sat. 10–6pm days

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

CLEAR OUTS ON SALE
www.thefanman.ca

MEN & Children 
Welcome

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Over 318
colours to 

choose from

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Group Specials 

• Artificial Nail Enhancements: 
– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm M, T & W

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

.CA

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

Established Since 2005

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. (Next to Post Office & TD Bank) 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is looking for vol-

unteers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day Program. The posi-
tions call for a commitment of a few hours a week at its Aurora location.
Various times are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for boys and

girls, age three to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and girls,
Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390
Industrial Parkway South. For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the Community

Bible Church on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to
1 p.m. For more information e-mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoff-
mann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Tuesday evenings at 8.15 p.m. at the

Aurora Heights Public School and Friday mornings at St. Andrews'
Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are needed
and beginners are welcome. For more information, call Helen at 905-
713-3439 or Agnes at 905-841-2747.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel's on

Yonge Street. New members are welcome.
* * * *

Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first and
third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of
Wellington. For more information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each month at

the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each month at
57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon.
Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity Anglican

Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora Legion at

7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.
* * * *

Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly meetings at
the Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers. Contact Beverley at 
905-727-2151. 

COMING EVENTS

over the proposal.
Mr. Garbe agreed with

Councillor Buck that there are
a number of outstanding ques-
tions  with the project and that
is why his recommendation
was not to proceed with the
option to assume ownership of
the project.

"[The recommendation
was] that we transfer all the
risk to the private sector and
they can see whether othey
can make money out of it and
we'll share in that benefit," he
said. "I think that is a no-risk. If
we take that out to market and
the market sees the uncertain-
ty with the provincial election

and decides not to bid we will
know very quickly that it was
the right decision not to own it. 

"If we are overwhelmed
with bids and we get more
than we can handle, maybe
we can scratch our heads and
think we should have owned it,
but we don't know until we go
out and that's all we're asking
for, to give us the authority to
go out with an RFP and see
what the market has to offer to
see what the industry is willing
to pay the Town as a benefit for
generating power.

"As far as the social
responsibility I think that the
technology is proven and we
can minimize our environmen-

tal footprint by jumping on this
project. I think for all those rea-
sons this is the right way to go,
to offer a lease option and see
where it goes."

For Councillor John Abel,
this project is one that fits in
with the three pillars of the
Town's new draft strategic plan
framework.

"We employ local people
so it is good for the economy
and we're going to have pas-
sive income come our way,
and we will show leadership in
our community to explore
renewable energy at no risk,
so I think it is a good, sound
environmental decision as
well," he said. "I think it is a

good way to start"
According to Ms. Nagy-Oh,

the project also goes towards
helping the Town achieve its
corporate environmental
action plan by creating safe,
quiet, and reliable power,
reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, "supporting the
development of a greener
economy by hiring local labour
to install the system, and gen-
erating a significant guaran-
teed return on investment over
a long term period. 

"It is important to note that
the current feed-in tariff pro-
gram allows this project to be
both environmentally and eco-
nomically beneficial."

From page 2

From page 12

The lazy days of summer

finally arrived, and the rainy

spring finally gave way to the

good weather we enjoy now.

Although the rain interfered

with outdoor activities, it made

for the greenest growing sea-

son since I came to Canada in

1963. The vegetation on a

robust Canadian countryside,

flourishes vigorously creating

a wonderland of life.

A walk through the

Arboretum reveals a thriving,

luxuriant landscape filled with

green pastures and acres of

young trees. When maturity

eventually reveals the full

beauty of trees planted so far,

Aurora will surely boast an

Arboretum among the finest. 

I wrote the lazy days of

summer above, and that

description suits the activities

of many seniors and younger

people. However, Bernie

Prost, Bob Girard and this

writer, all members of the

Seniors' Centre, have com-

menced competition in the

1600 class at the Canadian

Chess Championship at the

Westin Harbour Castle in

Toronto, with two higher class-

es competing including the

Canadian Open

Championship. 

Many older players com-

pete with a sprinkling of aston-

ishingly young players also. I

inquired about their ages, but

entry documentation relates

to playing strength not age, so

my estimate of the youngest

age is about 6 years old. 

The 1600 class caters to

strong club players, where we

expect to register enough suc-

cess to establish a

respectable Elo Chess

Rating, which none of us pos-

sesses yet.

The travel by car and sub-

way took about an hour,

another hour for registrations

and opening comments by

the organisers, and then

down to business. My game

took almost two hours of pure

concentration, and resulted in

a tied game. 

Based on the Swiss for-

mat, chess success during

the tournament determines

each succeeding round of

match pairings. Winners play

winners, and losers and ties

pair accordingly. The more

successful players match

each other and pairings do

not repeat during the tourna-

ment. A desire to avenge a

defeat may exist, but will not

occur during the tournament.

Nine rounds take nine

days to complete, one game a

day, and that is an unrelent-

ing, demanding schedule! 

In this strictly regulated

atmosphere, chess and chess

protocols rule the scene;

chess clocks and methods of

recording the games are

everywhere. No contestant

may receive any assistance in

any manner relating to the

game. Arbitrators assist as

required within the tourna-

ment rules. If a problem aris-

es, we raise a hand and assis-

tance arrives.

Strong women players

compete successfully, and

everybody respects the oppo-

nent, male or female, young

or older, because one false

move invites catastrophe.

One costly error may easily

erase 40 fine moves, so

absolute concentration is

required: take nothing for

granted, and beware fatigue

as games may run past a

punishing four hours in length. 

Anybody drawn to play a

young person respects the

ability of the opponent; mis-

takes receive their merciless

penalty immediately, and

many games feel the influ-

ence of minor miscalculations

when clever players intensify

small advantages. 

Very young chess players

emerge in life constantly,

which I understand; however,

witnessing child chess players

engage adults in chess suc-

cessfully astonished me. I

teach children to play chess! 

Chess is a very old game

and appears to live in a peren-

nial springtime of promise,

achievement with public

admiration for grand masters

and world champions. The

fervent chess players who

keep the game thriving world-

wide assure the continued

success of chess into the

future.

Two rounds remain in the

tournament!

The Camera Club met for

its second get together, and

good attendance showed

ramped up interest in how the

club endeavours to meet

needs of members, excited by

the power in their cameras.

The thirst to improve cam-

era ability drew them to the

club and success, based on

what they learn about cam-

eras, and what they contribute

to the finished product per-

sonally, will bring them back

for more!

Everybody desires

improved camera techniques.

Everybody knows that most

images lack something and

constantly improving image

composition represents what

the photographer contributes

to the finished product. 

Cameras today have

power, adaptability, flexibility

and compliance with the com-

mands given to it.

Therefore, the novice

enthusiast must learn how the

camera works, which implies

some technical knowledge

within the reach of everybody.

The artistic or compositional

element added by the photog-

rapher has no limit, and now

matter images turn out, or the

satisfaction achieved by creat-

ing excellent images, the thirst

for additional perfection cannot

be sated. 

Lessons learned prove

immediately helpful and further

experimentation based on

improving competence will

offer continuing improvement. 

GUARANTEED

Playing or working in a

group setting generates a

hugely satisfying way of

achieving personal goals!

Often, people will not

undertake a camera shoot

alone, but in a group setting.

Without a doubt, the group set-

ting provides the miracle ingre-

dients of success, and those

are society and shared inter-

ests.

SARC roof could be leased
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