
Nothing short of a written state-
ment of withdrawal will be sufficient
for Councillor Evelyn Buck after
Town Treasurer Dan Elliott said her
comments earlier this month regard-
ing his department's handling of
water rates "impugned" his reputa-
tion.

The councillor made her feelings
known at council last week when she
stood on a question of privilege to
provide further clarifications on her
comments.

The previous week, Mr. Elliott ten-
dered an apology to councillors at a
special general committee meeting
for letting his "emotions get the bet-
ter of him".

While Councillor Buck said she
would take Mr. Elliott's apology
"under advisement" adding she
would issue further clarification in
the forum in which the original com-
ments were made at last Tuesday's
council. 

"The Chief Administrative Officer,
at the time, expressed deep disap-
pointment that I would make an
accusation of a criminal nature," said
Councillor Buck last week in refer-
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Ministry may be asked to deny PTTW
Ontario's Ministry of

Environment could be asked by
the Town of Aurora to deny a
Permit to Take Water (PTTW) to
the owners of Westhill as a last
ditch effort to stop the construction
of the 75-residential unit and
championship golf course devel-
opment, slated to be built on
Bloomington Road near Leslie
Street.

The Ontario Municipal Board
(OMB) recently ruled in favour of
Westhill in its battle against the

municipality to go ahead with their
development plans.

Now that the matter is out of
council's hands, the request to the
Minister is likely the last card the
Town holds to halt the project.

Councillor Chris Ballard made
the Notice of Motion last week that
calls on Mayor Geoffrey Dawe to
"write to the Honourable John
Wilkinson, Minister of the
Environment, at the Mayor's earli-
est convenience, to continue to
deny, for environmental reasons,

namely the continued protection of
the Oak Ridges Moraine, a permit
to take water."

As part of the notice of motion,
a copy of the letter is to be placed
on the July 12 council agenda for
information.

Council carried the notice of
motion.

Councillor Ballard’s request
came after a lengthy discussion
regarding the OMB's decision on
Westhill, particularly the fact that
settlement issues in the final word-

ing of the relevant zoning bylaws is
now out of Council's hands due to
the OMB's involvement in the mat-
ter.

"The board did withhold its
order on the zoning bylaw for the
purposes of the parties to address
technical issues and ensure that
the final form and content is satis-
factory to Town staff," said Marco
Ramunno, Aurora's Director of
Planning. "Likewise with the condi-
tions of approval related to the
subdivision application the board

approved it but withheld it to hold
one final review amongst parties
including Town staff, conservation
authority staff, and regional staff."

Councillors Ballard and Wendy
Gaertner, however, expressed dis-
belief that there was there was
nothing councillors could do now
with the bylaw, with Councillor
Ballard wondering if their hands
are "truly tied."

Mr. Ramunno confirmed that
this was indeed the case.

Please see page 15

More than 400 people tried to set a new Guinness Record to make a Smiley Face, but they needed more than 700 to do it.
Never mind, though, those who did show up Saturday at Machell Park had a great time.              Auroran photo by Rob Scheutze

Petch House belongs behind Seniors’  building

No record, but 411 had a great time
So Aurora isn't in the

Guinness Book of World Records
quite just yet, but for participants
trying to break the record for the

"world's largest human smiley
face" Saturday, actually breaking
the record appeared to be a sec-
ondary concern.

Four hundred and eleven peo-
ple sporting yellow and black rain
ponchos stood in a circle at
Machell Park Saturday afternoon

to try to break the record at
Wishmania, a fundraising event
for the Children's Wish

Aurora's beleaguered Petch
House formally got a new lease on life
this week as councillors approved a
plan to dismantle, restore, and rebuild
the deteriorating building behind the
Aurora Seniors' Centre at the
entrance to the Arboretum.

That was the result after a lengthy

discussion at the previous week's
general committee meeting 

As The Auroran previously report-
ed, councillors received a report from
the Parks and Recreation department
which proposed a project to restore
the building using money already allo-
cated in previous budgets and money

given by Whitwell Developments
(Smart Centres) for the project.

The chosen site, said Parks and
Recreation Director Al Downey in a
report to Council, would provide good
visibility in a setting suitable for the
character of the building.

Relocating the restored building to

the site will provide an "excellent
opportunity to showcase the building
in a heritage theme naturalized land-
scape overlooking the water feature
just north of the site."

While staff concede that space is
"limited" on the site, possible uses for

Please see page 12

Please see page 11

Please see page 11

Buck wants
written
statement
from Elliott
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COMING EVENTS

THURSDAY, JUNE 30
Neighbourhood Network's Great Canadian barbe-

cue will be held today at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre
beginning at 11.30 a.m. Cost is $10 per person, which
includes the entertainment, and all proceeds will support
the Aurora Seniors’ Association.

* * * *
Dance in the Park begins at the town park at 7 p.m.

Your hosts are The Rotary Club of Aurora.
FRIDAY, JULY 1

Parade on Yonge Street begins at 10 a.m.
* * * *

Celebrate Canada Day with The Great Outdoor
Newfoundland Kitchen Party on the front lawn at the
Aurora Cultural Centre  from noon to 3 p.m.  Songs and
stories by Newfoundland musician Lloyd Johnson.
Cartooning and anime instruction for all ages by artist
Dirk Michiels. Activity moves indoors in the event of rain.
The Cultural Centre is located at 22 Church Street. For
more information call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, JULY 2 
Merlin’s Hollow is open to the public for free today

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The English flower garden is 
located at 181 Centre Crescent, west of Industrial
Parkway, off Centre Street.

SATURDAY, JULY 9
Celebrate Doors Open Aurora at the Aurora Cultural

Centre. Three art gallery launches throughout the build-
ing, including Freedom of Expression in Broad Strokes,
a new editorial cartoon exhibition from the Canadian
Commission for UNESCO. Staccato celebrates three
emerging young artists in the Red & Blue Gallery;
Aberrations features print artist Lindsie Canton in the
Great Hall. Artist Walk and Talks starting at 1.30 p.m. The
Aurora Cultural Centre is located at 22 Church Street. 
For information please call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27 
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Speaker this

evening is Steven Biggs who will talk about No Guff
Vegetable Gardening. The group meets on the fourth
Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the Royal
Canadian legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North. For fur-
ther information call Cindy at 905-713-6660.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2
Your only cfhance to meet Derek Foster, Canada's

youngest retiree, happens at the Aurora Public Library
this evening. The national best-selling author of 'The Idiot
Millionaire' and 'Stop Working Now' he will teach you an
investing approach that any six-year-old can understand.
Event happens at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room, and while
seating is limited, the event is free. Pre-register at the
Adult Information Desk, or call  905-727-9493, option 4.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11
A fundraiser, called "Goats For Africa", will be held

this evening from 6 to 10 p.m. at the Timberlane Athletic
Club, 155 Vandorf Road. A barbecue, catered by the
Roving Chef, will kick things off and participants will be
able to listen to music provided by “The Timecats”. Also
included in the evening’s events will be a raffle, wine tast-
ing and a cash bar. Admission is $45 with all proceeds
going to P.R.E.F.E.R (poverty - reduction - education -
family empowerment - Rwanda) to send children to
school and buy goats to sustain families. Tickets will be
available July 1 from Dorothy Campbell. 
Call  her at home 905-237-9066, at work 905-830-4444,
extension 2303 or on her cell at 
905-751-6342. She is also available by 
e-mail at dorothy.campbell119@gmail.com or
dorothy.campbell@york.ca.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14
The 38th Annual Antique & Classic Car Show will be

held today from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Whitchurch-

Stouffville Museum on Don Mills (Woodbine) Road. Rain
date is August 21. Join in as exhibitors from across
southern Ontario display their prized antique and classic
cars. Food is available in the tea room or off the barbe-
cue. Historic buildings will be open with heritage demon-
strations, children’s activities and live entertainment.
Admission is $7 (children under 7 free) or $17per family
of up to four. For more information, call 905-727-8954

AUGUST 15 -18
Here’s your chance to join Dr. Hyoun Park and bridge

the gap between Grade 12 Calculus/Vectors and first
year university calculus. Join Dr. Park at the Aurora
Public Library for four days of calculus problem-solving in
preparation for university. Classes begin at 6 p.m. for two
hours in the Optimist room. The event, while restricted to
students entering 1st year university calculus only is free
although seating is limited. Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

CONTINUING
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located at

44 Metcalfe St., Aurora, is the local source for gently
used women's, children's and men's clothing. All monies
raised are used to support the needy of Aurora, since it
goes directly to the "Welcoming Arms" Ministry. Open
weekday mornings, 9.30 a.m, to 11.30 a.m. and
Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. The  Bag Sale
happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * *
The Evergreen Choir, under the direction of Richard

Heinzle, meets every Wednesday afternoon in the West-
McKenzie Hall of the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Members
meet at 1.30 p.m. and rehearsals are from 2 p.m. to 3
p.m. New members are always welcome. For more infor-
mation call the desk at 905-726-4767. 

* * * *
Aurora Probus Club meets every second

Wednesday of the month at the Aurora Legion.
Memberships consist of retired and seni-retired
PROfressional and BUSiness people, hence the name.
New members are welcome. For more information, call
Marilyn Munslow at 905-727-9344 or Bob Saunders at
905-841-3558.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To

Grandmothers group, meets monthly to raise aware-
ness, generate funds and lobby on behalf of the grand-
mother care-givers in AIDS-ravaged Africa.  For more
information call Kay at 905-841-9318 or Joan at 905-
727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St.

Andrew's Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria and
Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon meets every Tuesday at 8 p.m.
at the Aurora United Church on Yonge Street.  For more
information go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on

the fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North.
Visitors are welcome for only $2. For more information
call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a capel-

la Sweet Adelines chorus, a group of women who gath-
er Tuesday evenings at the Old Fire Hall, Newmarket, to
sing, share in the harmony of friendship and learn the
barbershop art form. York Highlands is always looking for
new women who share the love of a capella music. Call
Karen at 905-726-2113 or e-mail Vikki at 
information@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-

Newmarket’s award winning chorus, is looking for male
singers. The group meets every Wednesday from 7 p.m.

to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire Hall, 140 Main Street South, in
Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first

Wednesday of each month at the Aurora Legion. New
members are welcome. Call 905-727-5012 for more
information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions Club meets the second and fourth

Thursdays at the Aurora Lions Hall, corner of Mosley
and Victoria Streets. Co-ed club welcomes new mem-
bers. For further information, call 905-727-6079.

* * * *
Martha's Table, the community lunch program

offered at St. Andrew's Church, Aurora, will open again
on Thursday, September 1, after closing for the summer
on Thursday, June 9.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for

new members. You do not have to be a police officer nor
are you required to read music to volunteer. The group
rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30
p.m. For further information, contact the chorus supervi-
sor at 905-727-9676 or the coordinator of volunteer serv-
ices for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at

Cardinal Carter School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and
offer a program for 12 years and older boys and girls.

* * * *
Queen’s York Rangers Army cadet corps has open-

ings for boys and girls aged 12 to 18. The group parades
every Friday night between 7 and 9 p.m. There is no
membership fee and those in high school can earn com-
munity service hours through the program. For further
information, call 905-726-8600.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children’s Chorus welcomes treble

voices. It is a choir dedicated to nurturing and providing
opportunities for children to express their musical abili-
ties. The chorus is open to boys and girls ages 5-17.
Contact the general director at keepsing-
ing@rogers.com

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is

looking for volunteers to assist with the activities in its
Adult Day Program. The positions call for a commitment

of a few hours a week at its Aurora location. Various
times are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer

Club for boys and girls, age three to Grade 4 and the
Junior High Club for boys and girls, Grades 5 to 8, will be
held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial
Parkway South. For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the

Community Bible Church on Bathurst Street just south of
Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information e-
mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Tuesday evenings at

8.15 p.m. at the Aurora Heights Public School and Friday
mornings at St. Andrews' Presbyterian Church begin-
ning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are needed and begin-
ners are welcome. For more information, call Helen at
905-713-3439 or Agnes at 905-841-2747.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday at 6.30

p.m. at Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New members are
welcome. For further information call 905-713-9356.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148

meets the first and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m.
at 15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington. For more
information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday

of each month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley
Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday

each month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee
Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or
905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at

Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the
Aurora Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds

monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of
speakers. Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.

Concerts in the Park
July 6, 13, 20, 27 & August 3, 10, 17, 24, 2011

Another Exciting Event Brought to You By:

July 6 - Jack Grunsky 
July 13 - The Good Brothers 
July 20 - The Fabulous Knockouts 
July 27 - Tribute to the Blues – Mike Cado

GREATENTERTAINMENTALL CONCERTS ARE FREE!

GREAT

FOOD!
Food 

donations are 

appreciated for 

the local food 

pantry!

SUMMER CONCERT LINE-UP
Concert times: 7 - 9 p.m. (weather permitting)  |  Location: Town Park (at Mosley & Wells Streets)

For your seating comfort, please bring lawn chairs. For details, please visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762.

Entertainment Sponsors:
A CURORA HRYSLER

Aurora Home Hardware Centre

Associate Sponsors

August 3 - Bob Marlee Tribute 
August 10 - Salute to the Forces 
August 17 - Blue Radio 
August 24 - Summer 69 

Helen’s Main Activity
Was The Crosswords

Now she has other options to weigh Park Place
Manor

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

15055 Yonge St.,Aurora

905-727-2952

Visit us online at www.chartwellreit.ca

STRAWBERRY 
SOCIAL

Monday, July 11th at 2:30pm
Join us for delicious 

strawberry treats and 
entertainment with Marie Gogo. 

Call to reserve your seat. 

At Chartwell we offer residents a mix of activities 
from musical presentations to card tournaments, 
as well as yoga, and exercise classes for those 
looking for something a little more active.
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre
289 Wellington Street East  Aurora 

905-727-4751

at Aurora Home Hardware

SpecialSpecial

LIGHT POLY Muskoka Chairs
Assorted colours $209.99  #404P2

WHITE CEDAR Knock down 
Muskoka Chairs – $139.99 #404KD

RED CEDAR Muskoka Chairs 
$199.99  #404AA 

HEAVY POLY Muskoka Chairs 
Assorted colours $249.99  #404P 

While quantities last

On Thursday about 60 students from Grade 8 at Aurora Senior Public School, gathered at the “Peace
Flame Tree” at Aurora’s Town Hall. Teachers Ed Warlow and Aaron Ferguson led the group. Artist
Deborah Campo conducted a Question and Answer period. The students are using this information for
a school study project. Aurora Mayor Geoffrey Dawe forwarded a letter to Aurora Senior Public School
students which was read. A brass plate to commemorate the sculpture has been recently placed to 
indicate the artist’s tribute to Canada’s peacekeepers and the Citizens of Aurora.                                             

Auroran photo by David Falconer 

Senior Public students
learn about Peace Tree

Nearly 60 students
from Aurora Senior Public
School descended on
Town Hall Thursday for
an informal presentation
by artist Deborah Campo
on her Peace Flame Tree
sculpture, which is situat-
ed beside the main south
entrance of the municipal
building.

The students came out
in the damp weather to
hear Ms. Campo explain
her perspective of how
the tree came to be.

"The students were
keenly interested in the
overall beginning to end
story of the creation of
the tree and the develop-
ment of it," she told The
Auroran. "I also spoke to
them about how this tree
became an oppor tunity
for other artists in Town
to have an installation as
well in regards to the
development of an arts
policy. I mentioned that
one person can make a
difference but the whole

community comes togeth-
er to support that vision. 

After the talk, Ms.
Campo asked the stu-
dents to write down their
thoughts on what they
had heard.

"My teacher once told
me symbolism drives the
world," wrote Ravnak
Gera. "If everything had
symbolism like this, we'd
live in a better world
today."

Known to the students
as "Miss Wally Wall" as a

10-year-veteran school
assistant at Aurora
Senior Public School, Ms.
Campo said the presen-
tation allowed her to
show students "another
dimension" of her per-
sonality to the one that is
so familiar to them. 

For any Aurora Senior
Public School students,
"Miss Wally Wall" has a
message as you prepare
to go on holiday: "Have a
great summer. Peace
out."

CHATS hires
former mayor

Former Aurora mayor and
York Region Councillor Tim
Jones has joined CHATS
(Community & Home
Assistance to Seniors) as
Director of Development.

In his role, Tim will be
reaching out to private donors
for their support – foundations,
corporations and individuals,
and also bringing fundraising
opportunities to the communi-
ty, such as the CHATS Virtual
Walk for Wellness, which takes
place each January.

“My goal is to ensure
CHATS is as sufficiently fund-
ed as it can be,” he said.
“Government funding has flat-
lined, yet the demand for serv-
ices will continue to grow. We
need to ensure CHATS is there
to meet the needs of a growing
and diverse seniors’ popula-
tion.” 

CHATS, a charity launched
in 1980, supports the health
and well-being of more than
6,800 seniors and caregivers
each year, through a full range
of in-home and community
programs, including personal
care, homemaking, transporta-
tion, Meals on Wheels, tele-
phone reassurance, and a vari-
ety of social/wellness pro-
grams.

The former mayor has been
familiar with CHATS for years,
and said he was pleased to join
the team.

“I saw the good work they
were doing for seniors; their
reputation preceded them,”
said Tim, who has extensive
experience with charities, vol-
unteering and raising funds.
“When the opportunity came
up to join CHATS, it was one I

couldn’t say no to.”
Tim served four terms as

Mayor of Aurora, from 1994 to
2006, during which time he
championed council positions
in areas such as local infra-
structure, residential growth,
environment, business
improvement and a full range
of local issues. 

As Mayor, Tim also served
as a Regional Councillor in the
Region of York.

There, he chaired the
Administration and Finance
Committee and served on
committees in the areas of
Transportation and Works,
Transit, Fire Services, and
Audit. 

He also served on the
Greater Toronto Services
Board, (GTSB), the Aurora
Hydro Board, the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce Board
and on the Greater Toronto
Marketing Alliance. 

Tim recently filled a short
term vacancy on contract as
an Account Director with the
Direct Marketing Firm of
Blakely & Associates, raising
money for hospitals and chari-
table organizations and is cur-
rently helping to facilitate
Neighbourhood Network, a
service that recruits community
volunteers. 

He volunteered with the
Southlake Regional Health
Centre and Foundation to raise
funds for their Cancer Centre.
and also recently sat on an
advisory review committee
with the Salvation Army as well
as currently serving as chair-
person for the Board of
Governors for the York Region
Character Foundation.

You will not go hungry on
Canada Day in Aurora

Barbecues, kitchen par-
ties and art may seem like
an unlikely combination,
but all are among the mul-
titude of events planned to
kick-start Canada Day this
weekend.

The holiday weekend
has an early kick-off this
year on Thursday with
Neighbourhood Network's
" G r e a t  C a n a d i a n
Barbecue" which starts at
11.30 a.m.

Running to 1.30, this
annual event offers ham-
burgers, veggie burgers,
sausages, salads, and
more - as well as entertain-
ment provided by The
Ambassadors - at the
Aurora Seniors' Centre.

At $10 per person, all
proceeds go to the Aurora
Seniors' Association. 

For Neighbourhood
Network's Steve Hinder, it
is a happy coincidence that
this year's barbecue hap-
pens to fall on the eve of

Canada Day. 
"It is an opportunity for

us to do a real, official kick-
off," he said. "Even our
colours work well with
Canada Day and we're
going to reach out and
invite all of our partners to
come."

For the Seniors Centre,
the barbecue - which has
raised between $1,500 and
$2,000 annually since its
inception in 2006 - gives
them a chance not only to
raise money for the
Seniors' Association but
show off their new building
and get involved in the
community.

"It's considerable rev-
enue for what the Seniors
are up to... and they give
back to the community in
many different ways," said
Mr. Hinder. "They have
quite a vibrant volunteer
force and it is just our
chance to celebrate
together."

Meanwhile, over at the
Aurora Cultural Centre,
organizers will be putting
the finishing touches on
their Great Outdoor
Newfoundland Kitchen
Party, which will start at
noon July 1.

Billed as a celebration
with "songs, stories, car-
tooning fun and delicious
food," participants will be
able to enjoy the work of
Lloyd Johnson, a "trans-
planted Newfoundland
artist and musician."

"[He] will entertain the
crowd in kitchen-party
style with songs and sto-
ries of 'The Rock'," said the
Jane Taylor of the Aurora
Cultural Centre. "He'll have
his guitar in hand, plus
plenty of other instruments
and a few microphones to
encourage the audience to
jump up and participate.

"Artist Dick Michiels will
instruct kids and adults
alike in the creation of car-

toon and anime drawings."
Gabriel's Cafe will be

there, as well, selling their
signature Canada Day waf-
fles. 

The Party is scheduled
to be held on the front lawn
of the Cultural Centre, but
in the event of rain it will
move upstairs to Brevik
Hall. If they move inside,
guests will also be able
make their way downstairs
to take in the Portraits of
Giving exhibition which
also opens on Canada
Day.

The exhibit, in celebra-
tion of people who give
back to their community
will also include biogra-
phies of the persons being
honoured.

A charity reception for
Portraits of Giving will be
held July 7 at the Cultural
Centre with 100 per cent of
the $5 ticket price being
donated to the Heart and
Stroke Foundation. 
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Poor Ronnie
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Here’s an easy one. At what corner did Bell Canada have its office and what’s there now? Call our office
at 905-727-3300 after noon Monday, July 4, with the correct answer and you will win a free lunch at the
Aurora Legion on Industrial Parkway North.

Experiences
at a big event
We were two of about 8,000 who witnessed James Taylor live

Saturday night.
Now I’m impressed.
James Taylor is not my biggest idol. To me, James Taylor was 

nothing but an old man.
But, boy, can he sing.
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, I have learned he was

born on March 12, 1948, which makes him younger than I am,
by about four years.

But I’m an Elvis fan, and I guess I always will be.
Taylor (frankly, I had never heard of him) is an American

singer-songwriter and guitarist born in Lenox, Massachusetts,
and raised in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.

He owns a house in the town of Washington, Massachusetts.
A five-time Grammy Award winner, Taylor was inducted into

the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 2000.
He achieved his major breakthrough in 1970 with the #3 sin-

gle "Fire and Rain" and had his first #1 hit the following year with
"You've Got a Friend", a recording of Carole King's classic song.

His 1976 Greatest Hits album was certified Diamond and has
sold 12 million US copies.

Following his 1977 album, JT, he has retained a large audi-
ence over the decades.

His commercial achievements declined slightly until a big
resurgence during the late 1990s and 2000s, when some of his
best-selling and most-awarded albums (including Hourglass,
October Road and Covers) were released.

I first saw Elvis on TV when I was about 10, amid protests
from both my parents that I shouldn’t watch such stuff.

James (I’m constantly teasing my wife, Patricia, by saying
James Who) Taylor is no stranger to me, because the house is
full of his music.

And this isn’t the first time I’ve seen him, either.
He appeared at the Air Canada Centre with Carole King, and

I thought the two of them were married. Until he introduced his
wife Saturday night. She was part of the singing group that backs
up Taylor.

Here’s where Saturday night became a little tense.
The concert (or event, as the signs said) was held at the

Rexall Centre, at York University, where they hold the tennis
matches.

It was outdoors and our seats were in the nosebleed section.
Patricia was skeptical about the tickets, which I had ordered 

on-line, but she breathed a little easier once we got past those 
people “shooting” our tickets.

The tickets gave a number for the first row on the third level.
I later learned two things:
1. The third level is as high as you can go.
2. Our seat numbers didn’t exist.
Apparently, the people organizing the event knew it, too, so

they gave us “complimentary” tickets, four rows higher than what
I had paid for.

And I thought I was doing a good thing by ordering tickets in
the first row, on-line.

Never again, that’s for sure.
But it was fun watching the planes land at Toronto

International Airport.
One was so close to our seat that even James Taylor looked

up. I could have climbed on board.
It was easier to watch the artist sing on the two television

screens, (there were probably three, but I could only see two)
because in person, Taylor was just a miniature.

Next week, I’ll tell you how much fun it is to close and move a 
bookstore and a newspaper office.

Arts Festival has booth
at the Farmers’ Market

To the editor,

When you're visiting
the Aurora Farmer's
Market, be sure to visit
the Aurora Festival of the
Arts (AFA) Booth.   

You may hear l ive
music...the Cardinal
Carter High School Jazz
Combo and solo gui-
tarists have already pro-
vided some great sound.

Coming up are per-
formances by the
Unionvil le High School
Jazz Club and others. 

And you'll get a pre-
view of the fun activities
planned for the festival.

On July 9th,  for exam-
ple,  we'll introduce "Craft
Blast Zone" for kids, led
by ar t teacher Helen
Rodrigues.

New this year to the
festival, it's an opportuni-
ty for kids under 12 to
make a musical instru-
ment from recycled mate-
rials.

Blue boxes at the AFA
booth will accept recycled
contributions. (Check our
w e b s i t e ,

www.aurorajazzfest.com
for a list of suitable mate-
rials.)

Also new for the
Aurora Jazz+ Festival is a
free multimedia concert
to be held at the Cultural
Centre Sunday July 31st,
from 3 p.m. to  4 p.m.

Kids of all ages will
love the story of Boogie
Boy,  a young songwriter
travelling  across Canada
with his band. 

A focus on visual art is
another addition to this
year's festival.

On July 16th Herbert
Pryke from Artcures Inc.
will be at AFA's booth
demonstrating plein air
ar t.  Ar tcures will also
introduce a Mandela
which offers festival
goers the chance to cre-
ate a community ar t
piece. 

Also at the AFA
booth....would you like to
win a fabulous blue topaz
and pearl necklace from
Kavar Jewellers? (retail
value $3,500.)

Twenty dollars buys
the chance to guess how

many gems are in the
Sparkles jar and win this
wonderful prize.

And kids can pay a
toonie to guess, for the
chance to win a $50 mall
gift certificate. 

While at the AFA
booth, why not pick up
your $12 three-day
Festival pass?

You'll get ahead of the
crowd and save money.

And you can help us
"green" the Festival this
year by buying one of our
re-useable folding water

bottles.
Great to use anytime -

anywhere. 
Remember, the "+" in

jazz+ means that there's
more than jazz and more
than music to enjoy at the
Aurora jazz+Festival.

Town Park will be a
great place to be on the
Civic Holiday long week-
end,  July 29 - 31.

See you at the Market!

Susan Morton-Leonard
AFA Communications
Aurora

Reader enjoyed
student production
To the editor,

Re: Stonehaven
Elementary School’s
production of the
Wizard of Oz

What an absolute
treat to attend this pro-
duction.

An amazing amount of
t ime and effor t  must
have been put into this.

It was inspir ing to see

the enthusiasm in the
entire cast of students
(100 or more) and stage
crew.

This is a credit to the
teaching staff  and al l
who were involved.

We were there just to
see a cer tain munchkin,
and were treated to a
great performance.

Bill Hack
Aurora

As Aurorans, do we value integrity as much as we claim?
While we often hear the mantra "change is a constant",

some of us are reluctant to give up our comforts to realize
that change.

When change moves us toward something it also requires
us to leave something behind. 

This separation brings us pain as we naturally cling to
people, positions, places, and possessions.

Honest change cannot be celebrated without acknowledg-
ing the need for natural mourning and regret, both critical
ingredients of owning the process of change.

Perhaps a true measure of one's integrity is how they
embrace that process.
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Letter to the Editor

It was a fine Tuesday evening at a local Aurora high school,
and a panel of judges was evaluating the projects in the school's
end of year science fair.

They strolled past rows of exhibits featuring such things as
recycling, robots, ecology, and volcanoes, some of the latter of
which worked so effectively that it was obvious the school janitor
would be busy cleaning up the next day.

Then they came to one particular display that caught their eye.
It featured a shiny machine with many dials, knobs, and wires

that looked both complex and very technical.
"What's this?" asked one of the judges of the student stand-

ing nearby.
"A 'dysfunctionator'," she said proudly.
"A what?"
"A dysfunctionator.  A device that measures levels of dysfunc-

tion within an organization."
At their perplexed expressions, she continued.
"Basically, it measures levels of harmony and compatibility

within a group that must work together.  Agreement versus dis-
sention, calmness versus acrimony…that sort of thing."

"That's amazing.  So, what exactly is it measuring now?"
asked a colleague of the first judge, peering with interest at the
quietly humming machine.

"I calibrated it to measure Aurora Council," she explained.
"There was lots of talk in the media after I started school of how
dysfunctional they were, and I thought they would be the perfect

test case."
"When I finished building the machine and turned it on, this is

what it showed," she said, holding up a printout. "See how high
these readings are? Practically off the scale. Then shortly after
that came the municipal election, and look how much they came
down. Not completely to zero, but certainly less."

"If you look at the current reading," she concluded, pointing to
the central display, as the judges huddled around the machine.
"you can see the levels are still near the lower part of the scale."

"Well, the degree of dysfunction does seem to have dropped
noticeably," said one of the judges, as the student smiled proud-
ly.  

"I'm very impressed," agreed the head judge. "I think this
device has real world applications in many fields, and certainly
deserves first place in our..."

Before he could finish his statement, the dysfunctionator sud-
denly went crazy.

Lights started up, alarms went off, and the readout spiked at
the upper levels.

"What's wrong with it?" 
"I don't know," said the student in consternation, as she

checked some connections at the back, and eventually gave the
machine a couple of small shoves.  

"It shouldn't be doing this," she exclaimed, looking up with
pleading eyes.  "It has never done it before."

"I'm sorry, but if it's not working properly, your chance of win-

ning the science fair are not very good," said the judge, as bitter
disappointment fell over the student's face.

"But don't feel badly," he said with an encouraging smile. "I'm
sure you'll get the bugs worked out by next year."

"That's too bad," he said to his team as they finished their
notes and moved on to the next project, the alarms of the dys-
functionator still shrilling away behind them. "That was an inter-
esting idea."

A few hours later when he got home, he found his wife watch-
ing TV.

"This is unusual," he said.  "What are you watching so late?"  
"Oh, I happened onto tonight's Aurora Council meeting, and

you'll never believe what happened."
As she described an evening of accusations, raised voices

and points of order, he realized that what had occurred at Town
Hall that evening had happened right when the student's
machine had gone off.

He shook his head as he realized the dysfunctionator had
worked perfectly all along.

He and his colleagues would apologize to that student tomor-
row and revise their scores accordingly.

Fixing Aurora Council would be something he'd have to leave
to someone else. 

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

Science project

Group appeals to council for help
To the editor,

Great news for the Town
of Aurora's water require-
ments and the fight to save
the Oak Ridges Moraine,
which supplies the town's
water needs, and which is so
absolutely essential to the
well being  and future of our
town.

At a Town Council meet-
ing held on Tuesday, June 21,
a major decision was taken
by the council in the fight to
oppose the decision of the
OMB to allow the building of
75 town homes and a golf
course in a rural area of
Aurora, not zoned for such
development, which has nei-
ther sewers nor water servic-
es, and is directly on the frag-
ile and protected Oak Ridges
Moraine.

Council agreed to lobby
the Minister of the
Environment NOT to issue a
PTTW (a permit to take

water), without which the
development cannot pro-
ceed.

We are hopeful that our
many letters to the Minister of
the Environment, now aug-
mented by the weight of
Aurora's town council will be
sufficient to derail this
thoughtless and Moraine-
destroying decision by OMB. 

Our group of concerned
citizens attended the meeting
on June 21, and made a
presentation to the Mayor
and council. The presentation
is reproduced below.

“As you know, Mr. Joseph
Lebovic has applied to build
75 townhomes and a water
guzzling golf course in a rural
part of our town.

This area is not zoned for
such development, has nei-
ther sewers nor water servic-
es, and is directly on the frag-
ile Oak Ridges Moraine, that
is protected with 10-year-old
legislation.

After considerable study
and assessment, in April
2008 the previous council
determined this proposal to
be unwarranted and inappro-
priate, and turned it down. 

Mr. Lebovic had already
turned to the OMB.

But instead of supporting
the wise decision of the elect-
ed representatives of the
people - as it should have,
OMB approved this prepos-
terous plan, which will have a
serious long-term negative
impact. This decision is inde-
fensible, and an outrage to
our democratic process - as
well as the Moraine.  

The stacks of reports on
the Oak Ridges Moraine
commissioned by various
levels of government, all paid
for with taxpayers’ dollars -
can be measured in feet -
and all say the same thing:
The moraine is in jeopardy
and must be protected from
this kind of development. For

this reason the Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Act
was enacted in 2001.

Just because Mr. Lebovic
was able to find a legal loop-
hole to evade this legislation,
does not mean his proposal
should get automatic
approval. To do so is short
sighted beyond measure.

Neighbours immediately
adjacent to the proposed site,
with holdings of 25 to more
than 100 acres, are not
allowed to build even ONE
new home, while Mr. Lebovic
is being allowed to build 75
row houses on a footprint of
12.5 acres.

Where is the impartiality,
the reasonableness, the sim-
ple common sense?

And what kind of danger-
ous precedent is this deci-
sion setting?

No one knows how many
applications were in the
pipeline when the Oak
Ridges Moraine Act came

into effect, but with this deci-
sion we can surely expect a
deluge of development appli-
cations to Town council, that,
if approved, will result in fur-
ther degradation of the
Moraine.

And if this proposal is
approved, how can you pos-
sibly say no to the next, and
the next, and the next...The
Moraine cannot possibly
endure.

A question we should all
be asking is, how is it that an
appointed, non-elected body,
the OMB, is able to overrule
the decision of a duly elected
body, the Aurora town coun-
cil?

Ontario is not a banana
republic!

We live in a democracy
where elected representa-
tives are mandated to carry
out their responsibilities and
make decisions that are then
upheld by law.

But in Ontario, incredibly,

that democratic process can
be overturned.

This does not happen
anywhere else in Canada,
and we must put a stop to it
here in Ontario. 

OMB was set up in 1906,
and over the years has
assumed new powers allow-
ing it to evolve into its current
form of unrestricted, monar-
chial authority.

The Provincial govern-
ment says, "OMB operates at
arm's length…" so it reports
to no one. This, of course, is
nonsense.

Everybody reports to
someone on the way to the
final arbiters, the voters who
pay the bills. 

It is this abdication by the
Provincial Government that
allows OMB to spend taxpay-
ers' dollars with impunity and
make such jeopardous and
indefensible decisions with
no oversight. It's outrageous. 

Please see page 7
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Hair 
Manicure 
Pedicure 
Waxing 
Bio-gel, Solar-Gel 
UV Gell, Acrylic

Walk-ins Welcome • Gift Certificates Available

905-503-SWAN (7926)
* Room for Rent/Facials

15450 Yonge St., Unit 1, Aurora 
All staff are from LEANNE’S NAILS 

OPEN
Monday 

to Saturday

OPEN
Monday 

to Saturday

Whatever happened to fence viewers?
To the editor,

I have been really for-
tunate to live on a quiet,
dead-end street with just
a few houses for the past
10 years.

I overlook a pond
(complete with mosqui-
tos, geese, frogs, turtles
and some creepy things)
in a protected conserva-
tion flood plain area.

Yes, we have skunks
that live in our culvert and
raccoons, fox and deer
call this area home.

We all have gotten
along just fine (the we
being the human family
and the zoo that lives with
me) sharing the environ-
ment and respecting each
other’s space.

Times have changed
and the neighbourhood is
growing at an alarming
rate.

Properties in the area
are being purchased and
houses of my genre are
being demolished to
make way for huge, man-
sion-like homes.

You know the ones of
which I speak – three-
storey homes with vaulted
ceilings, vir tually no
backyards, four-car
garages with automatic
door openers so that the
individuals who live there
are never seen.

These homeowners
are the future complain-
ers about the raccoons
(they are pretty inventive
when it comes to getting

a free meal) in their
garbage, the mosquitoes
in the spring (actually
ours stay all three sea-
sons), the deer eating
their newly planted trees
(the builder always takes
down all the mature
trees), geese crossing
the road, etc.

Sometimes I wonder
why people move to the
country, stay inside most
of the time and then com-
plain about the wildlife
whose space they have
invaded.

If nothing else the
recent troubles with
wildlife in Toronto should
remind us that we share
this land with other
species and we must
learn to tolerate, cooper-

ate, collaborate, and
above all, respect each
other’s space.

Recently, the property
next door to me was sold
and the new owners, who
already live in the area,
approached me and oth-
ers advising us of their
intensions and have kept
us informed all the way
along.

Whatever happened to
the “fence viewers”?

These were appointed
by council committees to
settle fence disputes
between landowners.

When the question of
the position of one of our
fences arose, I called the
town and asked to speak
to one of the members of
the “fence committee”.

The person on the
other end of the phone is
probably still laughing -
this committee was dis-
banded many years ago.

Anyway, after compar-
ing surveys, it was deter-
mined that in fact my new
neighbour was correct.

So he informed me that
not only would he be tak-
ing out the old fence but
also the 20-foot high
cedars that provided me
with privacy.

He indicated that he
would put up a new fence
to keep my dogs in their
own backyard.

This was not suitable
to me.

I was losing all my pri-
vacy on one side (their
side) and I asked if there
was any way to keep the
cedars.

Apparently not!
After some delibera-

tion, we agreed that they
would put up a very nice,
high wood fence to pro-
vide me with my much
loved privacy.

So far, the old house is
gone, an orange chain
link fence is in place and
the promised wood fence
should appear soon. Stay
tuned.

I believe that a com-

munity works together as
a team, lending a hand
where needed and com-
promising when neces-
sary.

Oops!  I think I just
described a family – well
a good community is an
extension of the basic
family unit, isn’t it?

I only have one com-
plaint, really a question.

Why do some people
have to set off those infer-
nal firecrackers any time
day or night?

You should see my
dogs’ reaction to the
bangs.

Not pleasant and med-
ication doesn’t seem to
work for this and thunder.

The 24th of May and
July 1st are particularly
bad times for my and
other dogs.

By the way, speaking of
dogs (and poop of
course) if you missed pur-
chasing compostable
poop bags at the street
sale you can order them
from the St. John
Ambulance, York Region
Branch office, call 905-
773-3394 or e-mail
york.region@on.sja.ca

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

Sleep deprevation is not
caused by train whistles
To the editor,

I have read and re-read
Phyllis Mahon's letter.

If I read it correctly, she
suggests that sleep depri-
vation is obviously because

of train whistles a couple
of times a night.

Perhaps such an afflict-
ed person should check
with his or her doctor to
eliminate the hundreds of
sleep deprivation illnesses

before blaming a nearby
train?

I have lived close to the
tracks and crossing, and
barely noticed them (but I
do have a sleep illness).  It
seems Ms. Mahon's per-

sonal comfort is more
important than the possibil-
ity of someone dying at a
level crossing.

Perhaps the regulations
and guidelines regarding
both the intensity and fre-
quency of train whistles
result from over a century
of actual experience with
these vehicles and are not
a conspiracy to ruin her
life. 

She suggests that there
have ONLY been four
deaths in Aurora, and
implies that they were the
decedents' own fault.

Guess these former
human beings were not her
relatives - because then it
would have been someone
else's fault, I am sure.

Perhaps Ms. Mahon
should be thankful that she
can awake to whistles...
those who have perished
under the wheels of a quiet
train do not have that 
luxury.

Thank goodness she is
leaving our community.

Bill Croker
Aurora

Could Evelyn be right?
To the editor,

Hooray for our town
treasurer Dan Elliott for
sharing his feelings regard-
ing Mrs. Buck's comments
re the calculation of our
water rates.

If Mr. Elliott had not
taken this step I am positive
these comments would have
been lucky to be one line in

the newspaper.
By his reaction he has

allowed the townspeople to
be conscious of how our
water rates are set and why,
no matter how hard you
work at conserving water,
your bill keeps going up.

However, I did not get the
impression Mrs. Buck was
directing her comments
accusatory at Mr. Elliott but

rather at the system.
Just because something

has been done the same
way for years does not
mean it is right.  Obviously
Mrs. Buck feels this is an
injustice.

Could Mrs. Buck be
right?

Mrs. B. Cordell
Aurora

She says thank you
to parks department
To the editor,

There has been a 1000
per cent improvement in
the hor ticultural mainte-
nance in Aurora in general
over the past few years.

Specifically, I would like
to express my apprecia-
tion to the front line staff,
especially to the young
man and woman who work
so diligently weeding the
entrance and traffic circle
to our subdivision at
Conover and Borealis.

Let them know their
efforts are appreciated.

Just one issue, if I may
suggest that you get your
turf crew to increase the
height of their mowers to a
three-inch cut of turf.

This will let the grass
compete with weed infes-
tation.

I do notice they seem
to like to scalp the grass
at Hickson Park.

I am sure I write for

many of the residents
who do not take the time
but notice and value the
effor t of the Parks
Depar tment in keeping
our community clean and
beautiful.

Most importantly, com-
pliments to Jim Tree and

Sara TienKamp who
supervise, give directives
and follow up to ensure
the standards are met.

Thank you for your
competent leadership.

Ms. W. Beitlberger -Vossen
Aurora
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Vibrant 
Seniors 
Living

Enjoy life, Signature~style!

CONTACT US NOW FOR RENTAL INFORMATION

Looking for a little more spring in your step? More bounce to 

the ounce? More energy and vitality every single day? Then 

choose a Retirement Community devoted to helping you bring 

positive energy to everything you do, with a comprehensive 

program of  activities and services designed to make every day 

fantastic. Signature Living is coming to Oak Ridges, and we’d 

love to show you just how great life can be!

905 773 4220
www.oakridgesretirement.com

Renting Soon!
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Group asks town
to fight the OMB

issues that must be
addressed before the plan
can be brought to fruition -
including the rewriting of the
zoning bylaws.

Several of us have
appealed to Mr. John
Wilkinson - Minister of the
Environment NOT to issue
the PTTW. 

The Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Act was
brought into force in 2001, not
because the Moraine was
robust, it was enacted
because the Moraine was
fragile and needed protec-
tion, and is now legally pro-
tected (from everyone but Mr.
Lebovic).

If this proposal is
approved, it will open the
flood gates to other similar
inappropriate development
plans which will further
degrade and violate the
already overburdened
Moraine until its eventual
destruction.  

We are appealing to you,
Mr. Mayor and council, if you
are against this proposal,
which will result in the virtual

rape of the Oak Ridges
Moraine,  and who in his right
mind is not against it, to do
the following:

1) Immediately instruct
your staff to stop working on
the re-wording of the zoning
bylaws to enable this com-
pletely inappropriate develop-
ment to proceed.

2) Tell OMB  .. .No, you will
not follow their directive that
will do such irreparable dam-
age to the fragile and protect-
ed Oak Ridges Moraine, and
contrary to the considered
decision of the duly elected
town council.

3) Immediately lobby the
MOE to not consider issuing
a PTTW to enable this com-
pletely out of place develop-
ment to proceed.    

All the taxpaying citizens
of our great town are looking
to you, Mr. Mayor and council,
for leadership and strength at
this critical time in the evolu-
tion of Aurora.  Please do not
let us down.”

Ronald Lanthier
Aurora

John Chipman, an inde-
pendent scholar and practi-
tioner of land use planning
law in Ontario, in 2002 wrote a
book about OMB titled "A Law
Unto Itself."

Mr. Chipman argues that
the "OMB has exceeded its
statutory duty.

Most alarmingly, it places
the ultimate decision-making
authority for land use plan-
ning, which is, in essence, a
political process, in the hands
of appointed, non-account-
able officials."

Mr. Chipman concludes
"that the usefulness of OMB
has diminished to the point
where it should be greatly
reduced in its powers, if 
not altogether abolished - this
institution is no longer 
relevant."

As more rational and
sober-minded thought is
brought to bear on the inordi-
nate and unrestrained power
that OMB has assumed, con-
trary to all other Canadian
provinces, its influence will be
greatly diminished, or even
abolished, as Geoffrey
Simpson calls for.

What is required now is for
our mayor and council to
show courage and initiative
and not buckle under OMB's
directives. 

The builder has yet to be
granted a PTTW - a permit to
take water, without which he
cannot proceed.

Even OMB cannot override
this.

There are also other

From page 5
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Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101
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Serving Aurora for 42 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Cultural centre agreement to be reviewed
A full and independent

review of the Aurora Cultural
Centre's compliance with the
Cultural Services Agreement it
holds with the Town is in the
works following council's recent
approval of a motion from
Councillor John Abel.

In his notice of motion, dis-
cussed June 21, Councillor
Abel cited the Town as a "signif-
icant funder" of the Cultural
Centre which wants the group
to be successful in the delivery
of "Cultural Services."

He also noted that the
Centre's governance structure
and relationship to the Town is
"unique among similar facilities"
and that "communicating suc-
cess is critical for the public to
be confident in the accountabil-
ity and transparency of the
Centre."

"It would stand to be a good
base," said Councillor Abel on
what he anticipates the result of
his motion to be. "[It would be] a
good ground to begin a relation-
ship with the new Council, an
agreement that was done in the

last term. This would be the next
starting point and grounds for
us to move forward."

The resolution before
Council would "open the doors
of communication" between the
Cultural Centre and Aurora
Council, agreed Councillor
Sandra Humfryes, who added
she believed the Cultural
Centre "does an outstanding
job."

But the museum compo-
nent of the Cultural Centre is
still lacking.

"I do have a personal inter-
est in a museum," she said. "I
don't know from a strategy per-
spective if it fits in or not. I think
we will learn a lot about that
when we come out from this
review and I look forward to that
and our relationship being
stronger.

"Some of the people that
speak to me about the Cultural
Centre absolutely love it, but
there is something missing with
a museum. The public is looking
for a place where they can bring
their artefacts and their old doc-

uments and have a curator lock
it, store it, keep it. That has been
missing for a long time."

Councillor Evelyn Buck,
however, said she would not
support the resolution because
she does not believe the
Cultural Services agreement
"serves the Town well." 

She said she did not find
fault with the Cultural Centre's
board and staff, but that the
agreement itself can be inter-
preted in a number of different
ways. 

"Having been on the part of
council that authorized $2.6 mil-
lion to be spent for the purpose
of a museum and cultural cen-
tre, it was always intended that
the space would be available for
cultural events but the priority
for the building would be the
museum," she said. 

"I don't think this resolution
will resolve the problem that I
see, that the agreement is
being interpreted to mean
something quite different and
there needs to be a resolution
with that."

One councillor who
expressed dissatisfaction with
Councillor Abel's motion was
Chris Ballard.

"I am certainly glad to see
that it has been toned down
from the last one, so I thank the
councillor for taking that into
consideration," said Councillor
Ballard, looking Councillor Abel
square in the eye. 

"In March 2011 we request-
ed...a binder with all of the his-
tory and the background infor-
mation. It includes budget infor-
mation, history, if people took
the time to read it I'm sure a lot
of their questions would be
answered and that some of the
discussions that have gone
around this table, and some of
the motions that have been pro-
posed around this table that
must be dispiriting to volunteers
at the Centre let alone the 
professional staff they have
there, may never have come to
the table.

"The information is in the
binder. You can pick the phone
up and talk to [them] any time

you want to have any questions
in here answered. Frankly, I am
getting a little frustrated at the
ongoing disinformation about
how much it costs or how much
the Town is providing for this
service because it is not true -
$346,000, which is a lot of
money, not $500,000 being
given to the ACC. 

"While I think that dialogue
with the ACC and its board is an
excellent thing. We should be
doing our homework before we
spend taxpayers' money to tell
us something we should
already know."

His suggestion that his fel-
low councillors were not "doing
their homework" raised eye-
brows around the table, particu-
larly from Councillor Paul Pirri
who asked for clarification from
Town Treasurer Dan Elliott
whether the cost of staffing and
maintenance of the Centre
does equate to $500,000.

"I believe it is pretty close to
the half a million dollar mark
when you build in the cost of the
maintenance that our facilities
group applies to that facility, the
utilities we pay for, together with
the grant support to the Cultural
Centre," said Mr. Elliott. 

"With that being said, I do
take offence to being told I don't
do my homework," replied
Councillor Pirri. 

Councillor Buck expressed
praise of the binder that was
presented to Council as it
showed the history of the
Cultural Centre project from
beginning to end, but it is impor-
tant to take a look at the infor-
mation, the agreement, and

everything that goes along with
it to see where the project "went
off the rails", she said.

"Let me make it plain: I am
not, in any way, although I have
had lots to say about how the
building is being used, criticizing
any member of the board on
how they have proceeded in
accordance with this agree-
ment," she said. "In my mind,
the agreement is the problem."

One councillor in agreement
with Councillor Ballard was
Wendy Gaertner. She said that
whether or not it was Councillor
Buck's intention, the criticisms
indicate that the Cultural
Centre's volunteers and staff
are not "valued".

"They have been caused a
lot of stress by the questioning
of their roles and their delivery
and the spending of money and
everything else and I think it is
unfortunate and very unfair
because we have an excellent
volunteer group, a volunteer
board, a director of the cultural
centre," she said. "We have a
success in something that is
only a year and a half old. I don't
know of anything of this nature
that has been as successful as
this in such a short period of
time."

Council's final resolution
was that "the CAO work with
staff from the Cultural Centre to
conduct an independent, full
agreement compliance review
and produce a report to Council
on how the cultural services
agreement is being fulfilled."

It was passed without the
support of Councillors Ballard
and Gaertner.

Anti-train whistling
is killed by council

Aurora's anti-train
whistling efforts went out
with little more than a whim-
per last Tuesday as council-
lors voted in favour of
Councillor Paul Pirri's motion
to scrap the existing projects
to silence train whistles as
they blow through Town. 

It brings to an end a long
debate on train whistling
which brought out impas-
sioned responses from cur-
rent and former councillors
and the general public alike. 

The cancellation of the
plans spells the cancellation
of several infrastructure proj-
ects that were necessary to
put a damper on the whistles
including improvements to
road crossings at Engelhard
Drive, Wellington Street
East, Centre Street, and St.
John's Sideroad. 

"We had some discus-
sions with all the authorities
[such as Metrolinx and CN
Rail] related to pedestrian
gates and the last [council]
direction was to apply a
pedestrian gate to one of the
crossings to allow the
authorities to monitor its per-
formance and suitability,"
said Ilmar Simanovskis,
Aurora's Director of
Infrastructure last week
regarding the projects that
were on the table. "We hadn't
made a decision yet, so if
council gives direction to
cease the project, we would
close up the current consult-
ants we have...any funds
would return and we would
notify the authority that we
are no longer pursuing the
project."

Council gave this direc-
tion unanimously.

In explaining their reason-
ing, some councillors
expressed the opinion that
train whistles should remain
unchanged in the interests of
public safety.

"From my perspective, to
remove a safety feature such

as the train whistles...I just
wouldn't want to be a part of
a scenario where something
does happen and we decide
to do something like that,"
said Councillor Sandra
Humfryes. "I think we need
to take all the precautions
we can and train whistles
are a part of that.

"I did have a fairly
detailed conversation with a
couple of residents and
noise will bother people dif-
ferently. For me this is defi-
nitely just a safety issue and
it is part of warning anyone
that something is coming
along that can seriously hurt
you."

Councillor John Abel
expressed a similar view-
point, but wondered whether
there are alternatives out
there to the existing train
whistles such as a whistle
with a lower decibel.

Mr. Simanovskis said he
could come back with an
additional report on possible
alternatives available from
Metrolinx and CN, but coun-
cil made no motion to that
effect.

"I just can't imagine a
whistle that is intended to
blow your ears off in order to
warn you that there is a train
comin' down the line [that]
there would be any improve-
ment if you soften the deci-

bel," said Councillor Evelyn
Buck.

Improvements to the
Cousins Drive pedestrian

crossing will continue "as
planned to improve public
safety and increase public
access in that corridor."

Phyllis would talk settlement
Former Aurora mayor Phyllis

Morris would be open to dis-
cuss settlement of her $6 mil-
lion lawsuit against local blog-
gers Bill Hogg, Richard
Johnson, and Elizabeth
Bishenden, among others, pro-
vided it include the disclosure of
the identities of the anonymous
individuals Ms. Morris alleges
defamed her.

Ms. Morris made her com-
ments to The Auroran Sunday,
following the release of Mr.
Hogg and Mr. Johnson's
defence earlier this month.

Mr. Hogg said the defence
was filed after attempts to bring
this matter to a resolution were
unsuccessful. Ms. Morris' legal
team had previously declined to
comment on any offers of medi-
ation.

"We have consistently
avoided other parties' attempts
to try these matters in the
media, and as such have not
responded to questions, in
most cases, as many of the
questions involved issues that
are, or were pending in a court
of law," said Ms. Morris.
"However, as we have stated
previously, we're prepared to

discuss settlement of this mat-
ter, but any settlement must
include the disclosure of identi-
ties of the anonymous individ-
uals, so that they can be held
accountable for their actions.
Indeed, much time and
expense would be spared if
this information were voluntari-
ly disclosed, or the authors of
the posts had the courage to
come forward.

"In addition, we have
recently informed Mr. Hogg's
counsel of our willingness to
discuss settlement of this mat-
ter, once the identities of the

anonymous bloggers has
been determined."

The three named in Ms.
Morris' lawsuit have denied
having knowledge of anony-
mous posters who frequented
the Aurora Citizen website and
posted comments which Ms.
Morris alleges defamed her
character.

Both parties met in a
Toronto court in mid-March to
hear a Norwich Motion brought
by Ms. Morris' team which
would compel the parties
named in the lawsuit, including
the website provider, to provide

identifying information.
A decision has yet to be

handed down from Justice
Carole Brown, who oversaw
the case. 

Since that time, a lawsuit
against Ms. Morris has been
brought forward by Aurora res-
ident George Hervey alleging
Ms. Morris violated the
Municipal Conflict of Interest
Act in bringing about her
defamation suit.

A hearing to schedule how
this suit will proceed is slated
for Newmarket this
Wednesday, June 29.
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Custom Kitchens
 

Remodelling Centre
Granite/Quartz Countertops

Modern Faucets & Sinks 
All Types of Plumbing & Glass Shower Doors 

Carpeting  • Tile • Steam Baths 
Plank hardwood Floor and Stairs  •  Iron Pickets

13025 Yonge Street, Oak Ridges 
905-773-9444 or 416-209-2820

 Bath&

Kitchen Refacing 

The Farmers' Market on Wells Street and in the Town Park held a Strawberry
Festival Saturday, and part of the festival was an Art Workshop put on by
Deborah Campo with a Strawberry Theme.  Showing their stuff Kyle Mennie,
left, and Sophie Bouvet, centre. They are with instructor Deborah Campo.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Edward Street fire hall
will get huge renovation

Nearly $600,000 will be spent
to renovate Aurora’s Edward
Street fire hall to accommodate
additional staff and update the
building, but while councillors ulti-
mately approved the project,
Councillor John Gallo expressed
concerns that the project came in
almost $250,000 over-budget.

"It begs the question - we
knew what we were doing, the
concept of what we're doing did-
n't change, so how can we be so
far off?" Councillor Gallo asked
Town staff. "What went off the
rails? I have to ask this and I have
to get a good answer. It just does-
n't make sense to me."

Additional accommodations
had to be made for an increase in
the number of fire fighters,
accounting for two more shifts,
the construction of patrician
walls, new female washrooms
and lounge areas, and separate
captains' quarters, among other
items.

"The initial scope provided
that information, provided guide-
lines for pricing for the initial esti-
mate of about $350,000," said
Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora's
Director of Infrastructure. "Once

the assignment was initiated and
the detailed design work taken
there were a number of aspects
of the project that required addi-
tional attention such as electrical
and heating ventilating systems
which weren't fully scoped out in
the initial assignment so essen-
tially we're going from what we
refer to as a space needs study,
budgeting at $350,000 to a final
detailed design which came in at
approximately $500,000."

Last week's council, where
this discussion took place, was
also attended by Chief Ian Laing
of Central York Fire Services
(CYFS) who was on hand to field
questions.

In response to Councillor
Gallo's concerns, he said the
basic premise of CYFS project
was to determine if it could fit dou-
ble the staff in the building's exist-
ing footprint.

When it was deemed possi-
ble, a more detailed design
process was undertaken.

"We learned that a lot of the
building components were built in
the 1970s and when you start
tearing apart the building and
reconfiguring the interior spaces

School will pay to use Park
Lester B. Pearson Public

School will pay park permits
after all, after members of its
parent council expressed out-
rage the Town of Aurora would
charge fees for the school's use
of Town Park for end of the year
activities.

The feelings of the school
council were brought into the
public forum at last Tuesday's
meeting of Aurora Council
where, as a follow up to e-mails
that had been circulated the
previous week, a parent took to
the podium to express frustra-
tions she said were shared by
many parents in the school
community.

"I am a taxpayer and resi-
dent here," said Orisha
Sneider, Co-Chair of the Lester
B. School Council, representing
the parents. "I sent some com-
munication to the mayor and
town council enquiring why the
Town Parks Department is
charging certain students at
Lester B. Pearson for going to
the public park to attend an end
of the school year play day.

"I received no response yet
other than the fact there will be
a fee for the students to go
there. This is not a school
event.

"We have explained to the
mayor and his council over and
over again and the other
departments at the Town that
none of that is required, yet we
have heard no response as to
why fees are being charged to
the taxpayers' children for use
of a public park. We are really
disappointed."

By Friday, however, Lester
B. Pearson Public School had
made the decision to pay for
the Park Permits at $325 for

each of the two days they
require Town Park.

The $325 fee is standard for
any group over 15 people, and
that also applies to schools, Al
Downey, Aurora's Director of
Parks and Recreation told The
Auroran.

The fee was recently paid
by Aurora Grove Public School
who held an event on Town
property as well as Hartman
Public School for the pick-up,
drop-off and use of municipal
picnic tables at an event held
on its grounds.

Obtaining a permit allows
the Parks and Recreation
department to be aware of the
park's use, be able to notify
works and maintenance peo-
ple, and rearrange schedules
so maintenance does not con-
flict with public use.

"In this particular case we
know the group is fairly large so
they're going to be somewhere
between 120 and 180," said
Mr. Downey. "We can't accom-
modate that many people in
the park without providing addi-
tional services and that is for
the protection of the taxpayer
because you, as a taxpayer of
Aurora, may wish to go to the
park, have a picnic, play in the
splash area. You get there and
all the picnic tables are taken
up, there are people all over the
place, and you're wondering
how this happened, why is this
group allowed to be in here?
What we try to do is accommo-
date for that.

"It is an additional service
that we do in order to ensure
that these groups aren't
restricting the normal park user
from enjoying the park."

With that being said,

Aurora's Parks Department
has had previous issues with
Lester B. Pearson Public
School's use of Town Park,
usage which has caused the
Town "some concern in the
past", added Mr. Downey. 

"We got to the park one
year, Lester B. Pearson was in
the park, and we were there to
drag the ball diamonds and cut
the grass," said of an instance
where the school was using the
park. "So the crew gets there
and says, 'What should we do?'
and we weren't even aware
that they were in the park so
now we have to go down, find
out why they are there and how
long they are there, and have to
alter our schedule. It is a com-
munications thing for us as
well.

"[We] had to change our
schedule in order to accommo-
date that. We also knew they
were there and we had to go
back and make sure there was
no garbage there because we
had [permit holders] that
evening using the soccer and
the ball diamond and we want-
ed to make sure the park was
in good shape for them
because we weren't sure how
the park was going to be left
with these groups. That is not
our desired position and one of
the reasons why we asked
these groups to do this.

"We have had many small
groups come in maybe 20 to 30
people, not a problem. Enjoy
yourself, that does not create
an additional burden on the
park but you can imagine that
many kids coming in to that
particular park at that time may
cause some concerns for regu-
lar users of the park."

Magna names groups who
will benefit from Hoedown

At least five Aurora organi-
zations will benefit from this
year’s Magna “Wild West"
Hoedown. 

They are among 20 local
charities and community
groups, serving a wide range
of residents and community
needs, that were selected as
recipients of this year's
Hoedown funding.

Aurora groups, the skating
club, the youth soccer club,
Marquee Theatrical
Productions, the Aurora
Optimist Club and Hospice
King-Aurora, will join the
Alzheimer Society of York
Region, Autism Ontario - York
Region, DeafBlind Ontario
Services, the East Gwillimbury
Skating Club, Georgina Cares,
Doane Hospice, Newmarket
Minor Hockey Association,
Operation Springboard,
Pathways for Children, Youth
and Families of York Region,
Pulsars Gymnastics Club,
Rose of Sharon, Women's

Centre of York Region, York
North Basketball Association,
York North Family Resource
Programs - The Family Place,
York Region Food Network
and Youth Assisting Youth as
the groups expected to share
as much as a half million dol-
lars.

Last year, the Hoedown
raised $514,000 for 20 local
charities and community
groups.  

The 2011 Hoedown is
sponsored by Magna and
Neighbourhood Network and
will take place on Saturday,
September 10 on the Magna
campus in Aurora under the
largest tent in the country.

The Hoedown started out
as a backyard barbecue
fundraiser at the Stronach fam-
ily farm and has become York
Region's largest annual com-
munity fundraiser, generating
proceeds of more than $4 mil-
lion for local community groups
during its 23-year history.  

of the building it creates a lot of
issues with renovations," he said. 

"While we could have made
due with some of the existing
components of the building it was-
n't until we got into the details of
the building that the paging sys-
tem that alerts the fire fighters that
there is a call in every portion of
the building would have to be
replaced or reconfigured. It was at
a point where it was almost 30
years old and we couldn't get the
components to make that system
expand more. 

"We ran into things like that
and the building code now
ensures that you must put wash-
room facilities in for accessibility.
We weren't planning on putting
that washroom in because we
don't have need...but because it is
a public building we need to put
handicap accessible washroom
facilities in the building."

Further measures needed to
be taken to ensure that the fire-
fighters' bunker gear was ade-
quately stored and out of sunlight,
not an easy feat in a building with
significant glass frontage, he
added.

While Councillor Gallo
expressed support of the project,
he said he hoped there was a bet-
ter process in the future.

"It wouldn't be before us
unless you thought it was neces-
sary," Councillor Gallo told Chief
Laing. "I guess my issue is how
we got here and how we can per-
haps do things a little better. To me
this is unacceptable.

" If we know what we need we
should be planning for it from the
beginning and I can only chalk it
up to a very tight timeline and I
realize that for a number of rea-
sons that this new crew was in
essence put on us at a very tight
timeline and I'll leave it at that. I am
in support of it and to me sitting
here and representing the taxpay-
er I just want to try to avoid these
situations where we are signifi-
cantly off budget, even though we
can justify it."

$350,000 for the project was
approved in the 2010 Capital
Budget, which included tempo-
rary accommodation for CYFS
while construction work is being
carried out. Project costs qualify
for development charge funding,
according to Mr. Simanovskis.
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca SPORTS

Aurora Minor
Hockey Association

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

2011/2012 REGISTRATION
 

REGISTRATION fees for the 2011/2012 season are as follows:

 
IMPORTANT:  GUARANTEED SPOTS ARE AVAILABLE ONLY TO 

PLAYERS REGISTERED ON OR BEFORE JUNE 30, 2011.  
WE WILL NOT ADD TEAMS IN SEPTEMBER TO 

ACCOMMODATE LATE REGISTRANTS.
 

2011 / 2012 MIDGET REP TRYOUTS WILL BE HELD IN SEPTEMBER.
Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for AAA or AMHA rep teams.

 
PLAYERS BORN IN 1994 or 1995 wishing to play at the Representative Level in

Aurora for the 2011/2012 season must begin tryouts at the highest level team available
in Aurora which is AA.  Players not attending either the 1st or 2nd AA tryout will not be

eligible to attend the A or AE tryouts.
 

Players interested in attending the Midget Rep Tryouts need to pre-register 
with the AMHA office and purchase a $50 rep tryout pass which will cover 

ALL tryouts the player attends.
 

The AMHA is now accepting applications for the 
Head Coach position of the Midget AE team. 

 Applications can be found at  
www.auroraminorhockey.net

 
Deadline for Applications is July 10th, 2011.

Aurora Minor

$500.00         Players born in 1997 thru 2005
$535.00         Players born in 1991 thru 1996
$ 50.00          Late fee effective June 1-30, 2011
$ 50.00          Additional Late fee effective July 1,2011
$ 50.00          Non-Resident Fee ( if applicable)

“Two humped camel climber” goes; mayor says
A contentious piece of

playground equipment
could be removed from
Confederation Park due
to safety concerns if
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
has his way. 

Mayor Dawe made his
wishes known at last
week's council meeting
where he introduced a
notice of motion to have
the "two humped camel
climber" removed from
the park's jungle gym. 

His notice of motion
comes after two dele-
gates made an emotional
appeal to councillors ear-
lier this month asking for
the cl imber to be
removed.

In his notice, the
mayor says council and
Town staff "consider pub-
lic safety and due dili-
gence in our Public
Facilities and Properties
a high priority" and calls
for staff to be directed to
remove the climbing
equipment from the park

immediately.
One of the delegates

was Martin McIntyre, who
said the climber was a
"huge safety concern" for
children playing in the
park. 

"I have seen someone
climb up this thing, but
when you get to the top
par t, the problem is...
there is no platform for
kids to stand so they
freeze in fear because
they have to turn around
and come back down," he
said, of the equipment
that is supposed to be for
children aged eight to 12.
"It is very dangerous for
a four-year-old and five-
year-old because they
don't have the coordina-
tion to get across this
piece of equipment prop-
erly. 

"I have personally
seen about four or five
children freeze up there.
I saw a woman climb up
and rescue her son who
froze in fear and both of

them fell together with
the woman landing on
her back with the child on
top of her. I expressed
my concern to Jim Tree
at the Parks Department
about this piece of equip-
ment and they put up a
small sign canvassing
parents and stuff about
whether they wanted the
piece of equipment to
stay or go."

According to Parks
Manager Jim Tree, how-
ever, there is not enough
evidence to suggest the
equipment should be
removed from the park.

"We have said we'd
inspect our equipment,
the equipment meets
multiple cer tified safety
standards and based on
that we suggested there
wasn't sufficient enough
evidence that we would
remove it," Mr. Tree told
The Auroran last week.
"If you would like to call
that a recommendation to
leave it, that is what it

was."
There have been no

injuries reported from the
camel climber, said Mr.
Tree, who added that a
recent survey of park
users were evenly split
on whether the climber
should stay or go. 

"Very l i t t le interest
actually came from that
exercise," he said. "Of
course, as with any play-
ground structure there is
some level of risk when

children of too young an
age are using the equip-
ment and adult supervi-
sion is key to all play
areas and our parks are
signed to suggest that.

“We did that exercise
and the director and
myself determined that
there wasn't suff icient
input to suggest that we
remove this piece of
equipment without fur-
ther discussion at a more
senior level, and that is

our council. 
"I have heard from

some people that sug-
gest they would like the
piece of equipment to
remain in place but obvi-
ously there are some
people who think it
should come out. It is
kind of a split camp at
the moment."

The matter is expect-
ed to come before coun-
cil for fur ther debate July
12.

Aurora NHLer wins award
Aurora resident and for-

mer NHLer Jim Thomson
received the 2011 Everest
Foundation Adult Sports
Award last Thursday for
his ongoing contribution to
youth and sports.

Thomson played right
wing in the National
Hockey Leage with the
Hartford Whalers, New

Jersey Devils, Los
Angeles Kings, Ottawa
Senators, and Mighty
Ducks of Anaheim. 

Since retiring in 1993,
Thomson has mentored
many elite hockey players
helping them attain the
mental and physical edge
required to get to the next
level.

Designed to recognize
youth and adult leaders
who demonstrate out-
standing achievement in
Sports, Education,
Leadership and Fitness,
the Everest Foundation
S.E.L.F. Awards Gala
Dinner took place at
Hazelton Manor in
Vaughan.

Swim season ends for Selkies
Fourteen Selkie swim-

mers gave it their last
blast at the Etobicoke
Olympium recently and
personal best times were
achieved in 75 per cent of
the results.

It was a fitting end to a
fantastic season, said

owner Yvonne Cattrall.
Some of the results are

shown here:
Sydney Dysart, 100

metre and 50 metre
Butterfly - third. 

Julia Ramsay, 100
metre Individual Medley
and 100 breastroke, third;

50 metre butterfly, second.
Daniel Beresovski, 100

metre butterfly, third and
100 Freestyle, third.

Evan Holtby, 50 metre
backstroke, third.

James Pallotto, 200
metre Individual Medley,
first.

Aurora Seniors Duplicate Bridge results
Monday, June 13:

North/South - Joan Rotenberg
and Mary Oglanby; Lucille

Sequeira and Dennis
McFadden; Bernie O'Brien and
Irene Kubica. East/West - Lisa

and Simo Piil; Greta Ogden and
Judy Salmon; Carol Gordon and
Marg Cyr.
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Kid’s Bowling

Only $75 per child
Ages  5 - 12

 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Bowling Every Day

To Register call or visit Gateway Lanes
905 727-2900

$20 Deposit Required
Hosted by: The Gathering Place

210 Edward Street, Aurora
905 841-0172 – www.tgpoa.com

Also Swimming, Games, 
Sports, Music,
Drama, Puppets, 
Faith Lessons & Much More
Children – bring your own lunch

Aug  15 – 19th
Day Camp

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

ence to her earlier com-
ments. "I believe scrutiny has
established I made no accu-
sation, however I am happy
to provide the context as per
your request. 

"For two years, Mr. Mayor,
I have challenged what I con-
sider to be exorbitant increas-
es in the Town's water rates.
For five years I have consis-
tently opposed the Town's
budget. For that reason I can-
not assure the people who
gave me the authority to
occupy this chair their finan-
cial interests were being rep-
resented.

"I make no bones about
my contention. I believe the
methodology used by the
administration for water rate
increase is flawed. I believe it
is my responsibility to say so,
frankly and clearly. I do not
acknowledge any person's
right to challenge my authori-
ty to speak freely in a council
debate, interrupt me while
speaking, criticize my per-
spective on matters before
council, [or] imply ulterior
motive for a particular per-
spective."

Councillor Buck went on
to express her "disappoint-
ment" that staff disrupted a
debate "with an accusation
against a council member," a
charge which, she said,
"proved to be false."

What resulted was an
"onerous gesture of disre-
spect toward the Council”.

Nothing would make up
for the headlines that ensued
after the original incident and
a written withdrawal is in the
best interests of the commu-
nity, she said.

"If one member of council
is disrespected the entire
council is disrespected," she
said. "If the council is disre-
spected, then the people who
elected us are disrespected. I
have been asked to make my
statement in response to your
request for clarification. I
have done that and that is my
position on this whole mat-
ter."

In response, Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe said "in the
cold light of looking at the
tape" of the original meeting,
there was a "lack of full
understanding" in the point
Councillor Buck was trying to

get across. 
"As you say yourself, you

come close to the line but you
did not cross it and I believe
that is correct, you did not
cross the line," he said. "I do
have great concerns when
someone, any member of
council or any member of
staff uses the word 'fraud' in
conjunction with the public
meeting."

What transpired at last
Tuesday's meeting, however,
failed to find support from
Councillor Wendy Gaertner
after she was not allowed to
speak at a budget meeting
following a council where she
allegedly accused Town
Clerk John Leach of "doctor-
ing" municipal minutes.

Despite multiple requests
to apologize, Councillor
Gaertner refused saying she
could "not apologize for
something she did not do".

The same treatment
should be applied to
Councillor Buck, she said. 

"My motion is that...you
hold her to the same stan-
dard that you held me when
you were of the opinion I had
criticized staff and you did not

let me speak in the council
meeting," she said. "We all
have to be held to the same
standard. You held me to a
standard. Councillor Buck
has to be held to that stan-
dard if she will not apologize."

"My privilege as a council-
lor is affected because I was
accused of something and
held to a standard by your-
self, Mr. Mayor," she contin-
ued when asked by Mayor
Dawe how her words consti-
tuted a question of privilege.
"Councillor Buck has been
accused of and has been
ruled on by yourself that she
impugned the reputation of
staff. If she does not want to
apologize a consequence
has to be made."

In response, Mayor Dawe
said he agreed with "consis-
tency of rules" but said this
was a different situation.

"What I specifically asked
of Councillor Buck, and you
can read the transcript, is that
she apologize or provide a
clarification," he said. "I
believe Councillor Buck has
provided the proper clarifica-
tion and I do not find in favour
of your question of privilege."

Withdrawal statement 
demanded by Buck

Foundation.
Andrew, an Aurora teen

living with Duchenne mus-
cular dystrophy, whose
dream is to go on an eating
tour of Italy and the
Mediterranean, was on
hand stamping hands and
taking in the scene as
scores of Aurorans - and
people from further afield -
came to the Park to support
him and his dream. 

Wishmania - which
offered several activities to
the public ranging from
mini-putt to pony rides, and

from hot air balloon rides to
live performances from
Delayne Drive - hosted
people who just wanted to
get out and have some fun,
all in support of a great
cause.

"We wanted to support
the Children's Wish
Foundation, and we love
smiling," said Aurora resi-
dent Lynn Pezzelato, wait-
ing in line with her family to
get their coveted ponchos.
"We're a happy family, so
we're supporting the whole
wish."

Volunteer Helen

Ormsby, taking a break
from collecting money at
the gate, said she was
struck at the number of
happy people who came
out despite the wet weath-
er.

"Anytime we can help
young kids, you have to
help," she said. "I think the
weather has really damp-
ened the whole thing. It is
really sad because I think
in nice weather there would
have been more people,
but I think people are quite
happy. The ones that have
shown up and all these lit-

tle people are really excit-
ed, and that is important.
It's all about the kids - I'm a
granny, so I'm here to sup-
port my kids!"

Local dignitaries were
also on hand to support
Andrew's wish, including
Newmarket-Aurora MPP
Frank Klees, Aurora Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe, and
Councillor Michael
Thompson.

"I think it's great to see
the support," said Mr.
Klees, who added he was
disappointed there wasn't a
larger crowd at the park.

"But look at this - despite
the weather, we have got a
great turnout and the cause
is great. The important
thing is Andrew's wish is
coming true and that is
really, at the end of the day,
what this is all about."

Mayor Dawe said he was
pleased with the various
community elements
involved in Wishmania, not
just from Aurora but also
from York Region and
Toronto.

"I was reading about
Andrew's wish, a tasty trip
of Italy, and I think I'd like to
be going on that myself," he
said. "It's a fabulous organ-
ization and it is an organi-
zation that probably doesn't
get enough recognition."

Despite falling short of
the world record,
Wishmania organizer Shay
Pilleggi said she was
thrilled about how the event
unfolded. 

"Considering the weath-
er we still had 411 people in
that smiley face and I think
that is an amazing show of
support," she said. "It was a

bit of a rocky start, but it
ended up great and every-
body had a great time. 

"The whole purpose of
this was to create aware-
ness for Children's Wish
and to support a 13-year-
old Aurora boy.That's what
it was all about. Something
magical happened in that
smiley face and everybody
became united for a cause
and they had a great time
and the numbers didn't
seem to matter anymore."

The Children's Wish
Foundation was contacted
by Andrew's father earlier
this year, and they were
informed that his "most
heart-felt wish" would be to
travel to Italy to take in both
its scenic and its culinary
delights. 

"My wish is to have a
tasty and relaxing guided
tour of Italy which includes
Rome, Naples, Amalfi
Coast, Florence, Venice,
and Pisa," said Andrew in a
statement. "I chose this
wish because I love Italian
food and culture and I want
to see its beauty."

From page 1

Trail will go through
Aurora resident’s land

How should you feel if a
municipal trail was slated
to be built alongside your
property?

Grateful, say local trail
experts. 

The talks came up as
part of a discussion which
spanned last week's coun-
cil meeting and the previ-
ous week's general com-
mittee meeting over
landowner Michael Egan's
objection to part of the
Aurora Trails network being
built through part of his
property at Yonge Street
and St. John's Sideroad;
this despite being aware of
an easement already in
place on the property when
he purchased it over a
decade ago. 

"When we design trails
we design trails for the

environmental experience,
the recreational experi-
ence and as such our poli-
cy is to retain an easement
for the benefit of our trails
users and it was the close
to ideal location," said Jim
Tree, Aurora's Parks
Manager, on June 14. "I did
talk to Mr. Egan about the
ability to shift the ease-
ment to an alternative loca-
tion within his property
which would have moved it
to the outside limits - in a
similar location but more to
the outside - and Mr. Egan
maintained his position
that he would just prefer it
not be on the property at
all."

But from the perspec-
tive of local environmental-
ist David Tomlinson, who
previously appeared in

support of the plan, said it
is fear of the unknown
which causes reluctance
on the part of property
owners.

"The future council is
going to have to work to
get these trails put
because everyone loves
trails but no one loves trails
that go down the side of
their property or the back
of their property, but if
you're firm and you're
resilient then you will get
these trails filled," he said.

"Interestingly enough
the people that normally
oppose these trails eventu-
ally are the ones who make
good use of them. Many of
them put gates in the gar-
dens for easy access. It is
fear of the unknown and if
you stick to your guns you

will end up with a very,
very good trails system."

Councillor Chris Ballard
echoed Mr. Tomlinson's
words.

"In years to come this
will be seen as a value
added to these properties,"
he said. "Trust me on this.
If you see what's happen-
ing in Europe and many
places in the United States
and even in Canada, these
trail systems close to resi-
dential properties actually
push the value up. It is fear
of the unknown, and I think
we have to move on this
right away."

With council passage
last week, it is full steam
ahead for this particular
trail linkage.

The Egan property is
now up for sale.

No record for Guinness in Aurora

From page 1
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FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Tues –Sat. 10–6pm days

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

CLEAR OUTS ON SALE
www.thefanman.ca

the building included in the pro-
posal include meeting spaces
for community groups, space
for Town summer programs, a
meeting and storage space for
the Arboretum, and a meeting
space for the Aurora
Horticultural Society.

The majority of Council
supported Mr. Downey's rec-
ommendation June 14, but
Councillor John Gallo said the
Town should find a meeting
point between what was pro-
posed by the Friends of the
Petch House group, which pre-
sented an alternative proposal
at the start of the meeting, and
what is being recommended
by the Town.

"There has been a very
active group that has done a lot
of work regarding this and,
more or less from my reading
of the material, we are not that
far apart on a few things," he
said. "I think it is probably
incumbent upon us to merge
the two ideas and if this is the
direction we're going it is prob-
ably not a bad idea for the
Town to meet with the group
and share some ideas and
experiences and perhaps
make concessions on both
sides. We might have a pretty
good plan."

Although Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe said he was initially
opposed to "spending a nickel"
on the building until the staff
report convinced him other-
wise, he said the restoration
was worth doing, but there
should only be "one person
driving this ship”.

"It has to be the Town," said
Mayor Dawe, in response to
Councillor Gallo's comments. "I

just think there needs to be
one level of responsibility for
this project. I think we would be
able to incorporate efforts, con-
siderations from Friends of the
Petch House and I think it has
to be driven by [Parks
Manager Jim Tree's] group.  I
think the site they have pro-
posed just past the Seniors'
Centre makes a hell of a lot of
sense."

From Councillor Michael
Thompson's perspective, how-
ever, there is some merit in
considering the information
that the Friends of the Petch
House brought forward.

"It is not often there is a
community group that is willing
to fundraise for something like
this initiative," said Councillor
Thompson.

In her presentation to
Council, Katherine Belrose of
the Friends said they are confi-
dent they can raise money in
addition to what is already allo-
cated out of Town coffers,
including federal and provincial
grant funds, gifts in kind, and
corporate partners.

If their fundraising goals are
met, after the restoration and
reconstruction was completed,
they would have almost
$80,000 left over to form an
endowment to keep the Petch
House up and running for
whatever use is ultimately
decided for it.

"It is achievable, but we
have to monitor it, be very busi-
ness-like and it has to be bro-
ken down into small compo-
nents and we have to be active
in the community," said Ms.
Belrose.

It would be beneficial for the
Town to have a conversation

and to keep up dialogue with
the Friends in this regard, said
Councillor Thompson. 

While Councillor Paul Pirri
said it was time for the Town
and the Friends to start think-
ing of themselves as one
group, others said bringing the
Friends on board would be
more practical in the second
phase of the project.

"This is where we need
partners for the community,"
said Councillor John Abel. "We
could work with partners like
the Friends of the Petch House
and they have some funding
ideas so that there is no more
cost to the taxpayer. Once this
phase is done, we can explore
all these things and meet with
people."

Councillor Gallo, however,
expressed frustration with what
he saw as a "resistance" from
council in communicating with
the Friends.

They have provided "tons
of information", he said, and it
would be beneficial to have a
quick discussion with them
about the matter.

Ultimately, he said, he
wanted all the work they have
put into their proposal to "go to
good use".

"Nothing in Mr. Tree's report
precludes discussing what to
do in phase two with the
Friends," said Mayor Dawe.
"We would be foolish to ignore
any community group that
wants to come forward and
help. I believe the thing to do
now is approve this proposal,
let Mr. Tree run with it, get the
building stabilized and then
have a great opportunity to
approach it in a very reasoned
manner as to how we're going

to program it and what is going
to make sense for the building
in this Town and how we're
going to get the best use out of
it."

With the final decision this
week, it is the end of a very long
road of heated discussion and
spirited debate on what to actu-
ally do with the now dilapidated
building.

It is a debate that has
spanned two council terms, two
mayors, and a crowded field of
current and former councillors.

At last week's meeting there
was a sense of relief that a
solution had been found. 

"I wasn't too sure this could
be pulled off and I am absolute-
ly delighted that there are two
reports and two groups vying to
save Petch House when just a
few months ago it was, 'Who is
going to throw the match on
that bundle of firewood?'" said
Councillor Chris Ballard.

From page 1

House location decided

So, who’ll use the Petch House?
While council endorsed a

plan last Tuesday calling for
the dismantlement, restora-

tion and reconstruction of
Aurora's Petch House, plans
almost hit a snag when the

two councillors who voted
against the plan said a use for
the log building should be

determined before reconstruc-
tion begins.

The comments from
Councillors Chris Ballard and
Wendy Gaertner came after a
further delegation from
Katherine Belrose of the
Friends of the Petch House,
who said that it is important to
guarantee the "greatest suc-
cess" of the project by having
all parties come together to
discuss potential uses and
problems up front "before they
become real problems."

When the matter came up
for a fulsome final discussion
at the council table, Councillor
Ballard appeared to be a bit
more lukewarm on the project
as a whole than he had been
during the previous week's
discussion.

"Reading it a second time
from [general committee] and
perhaps even a third time, I
have a couple of concerns,"
he said regarding the report
and recommendation before
council. "I feel we are putting
the cart before the horse. I
absolutely agree that we have
to dismantle it. One more sea-
son and it will be very old fire-
wood. 

"If we're going to make
decisions and we're moving
ahead with this before we
make a decision on where
we're going to put this building,
let's come up with a good plan.
What are we going to use it
for? That will drive the final
form; that will also drive where
we want to put it."

Councillor Gaertner

expressed similar sentiments
and said she is only in favour
of the dismantling and
restoration, but not yet in
favour of the reconstruction.

"I know that is the next
level, but I need to know what
the plan is because I don't
approve of spending any
more of the taxpayers’
money," she said. "I want to
save the house, protect it, but
I don't want to do anything
else until I know what the plan
is and what it is going to cost
the taxpayers. I am not inter-
ested in spending any more of
the taxpayers' money on this
even though I do believe that it
should be protected, rehabili-
tated, cherished, used, and
hopefully make money."

In response to this, howev-
er, Councillor Evelyn Buck
said it would be "ludicrous" to
do anything to delay the
plans. 

"We can find a practical
use for it, we can find a good
location for it, let us do this,"
she said. "I think we should let
our staff do it and if we give
them the authority to do it they
can start doing it tomorrow!"

Councillor Ballard, howev-
er, rejected claims that what
he suggested would delay the
project at all. 

"I'd like to see preservation
begin yesterday and the lum-
ber stored in a safe and
secure location," he said. "I'm
not in favour of putting this off
for another minute, but I do
agree that we need a good,
practical use for the building
or else it is going to come
back and haunt the taxpayer.
All I'm asking for is that we put

off the reconstruction of this
building until such time as we
have a plan for the future use
of the building, that future use
will drive the form."

Rebuilding the Petch
House at the entrance of the
Aurora Arboretum would
come in the second phase of
the project, said Marco
Ramunno, Aurora's Director
of Planning.

What councillors were vot-
ing on had "little do with" iden-
tifying the future use for the
building, he said, adding there
is ample time to determine a
function.

"One of the things I think
that has been holding up what
to do with this, and why no
work has been done on the
building is trying to figure out
what to do with the building,"
he said. "Meanwhile it is sitting
there and deteriorating. 

"We think the best interest
of the house is to get it
restored and then determine
once it is restored what we
can and cannot do with it. We
also felt that the location we
selected provided the best
opportunity for any future use.

"If you take a look at the
schedule it is not scheduled to
begin reconstruction until next
spring, so we have ample
opportunity to determine what
we want to do with it, we have
ample opportunity to decide
where we want to put it. The
construction for the engi-
neered slab isn't scheduled
for the fall so we have now
until the fall to discuss
whether it is the arboretum or
another site. We need to start
moving now."

Petch House should be
in Petchville, she says

The site for the Petch
House is not correct.

Friends of the Petch
House - represented by
Katherine Belrose and Susan
Morton Leonard - said they’d
rather see the old house stay
in what used to be known as
Petchville even though Aurora
Council approved a recom-
mendation from Town Staff
last week which would see
the house dismantled,
restored, and rebuilt at the
John West Way entrance to
the Aurora Arboretum behind
the Seniors' Centre.

According to Ms. Belrose,
the group's ideal location for
the house would be behind
the Stronach Aurora
Recreation Complex (SARC)
on the north side of
Wellington Street just west of
Leslie, which would keep the
building closer to its original
site but also act as a land-
mark entrance and possible
visitors' centre for the future
Aurora Wildlife Park. 

If their proposal had been
successful, construction
behind the SARC would not
have been able to begin right
away, to give restorers a
chance to sanitize and repair
logs and restore existing

material from the house.
For Ms. Morton Leonard,

rebuilding the home behind
the SARC would provide
many cultural opportunities in
the coming years.

"It brings the house closer
to its original setting, giving
citizens in the area something
to be proud of,” she said. "Its
seasonal use as a visitors’
centre continues the build-
ing's story by clearly demon-
strating how old architecture
can be adapted to new and
green uses. Aurora has a
wonderful opportunity."

Preserving the building
would keep Aurora on track
as a "leader in heritage
preservation" and set a good
example to others.

"Now is not the time to
lower the bar," she said.

Proper restoration would
provide valuable opportuni-
ties to craftspeople - the
process, she said, could be
recorded, serving as a lesson
for future generations of arti-
sans - and also be a resource
centre for others looking to
restore their own heritage
homes.

"With the quantity of archi-
tectural salvage materials
owned by the Town and pos-

sibly stored at the Petch
House, a thriving business
could be established attract-
ing contractors and designers
alike, providing economic
spin-offs for the municipality,"
said Ms. Morton Leonard.

"York Region schools have
few examples of pioneer
buildings within the Region to
share with students. The
Petch House, restored prop-
erly, becomes a destination
for Grade 4 or 5 classes to
learn historical information
from pioneer stories just like I
did. A picture does not serve
as well as a real visual exam-
ple. It could also become a
site for heritage children's
camps and even heritage fes-
tivals for any age bringing
tourist dollars to the area,
benefiting local business. 

"There has been much
discussion about Aurora
needing a museum. Modern
museums are places that
encourage interaction. The
Petch House could easily
become a shining example of
where people are encour-
aged to interact with history.
The Friends of the Petch
House have that vision and
the expertise to see it become
a programming reality."
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Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.
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COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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uoJuly 12 - 4 Days
July 23 - 4 Sat. 

and St. Andrew College
are only part of the story
that make Yonge Street
into a complete, mixed-
use corridor, a place for
civic engagement and a
historic main street that
is true to its present day
use.

They are also four of
the 21 participating sites
that visitors can explore
on Saturday, July 9th at
the annual Doors Open
Aurora event. 

For more information
or to volunteer, please
v i s i t  w w w. a u r o r a . c a /
doorsopen2011 or call
(905) 727-3123 Ext.
4351.

Library part of Doors Open for first time
By ALFIYA KAKAL

Research by
Aurora Heritage

Advisory Committee,
Town of Aurora

On Saturday, July 9,
Doors Open Aurora
invites you to rediscover
Yonge Street.

A street that repre-
sents the foundation of
Aurora's rich and proud
history; it is Aurora's his-
toric heart and it is where
the community meets,
interacts and celebrates.

This landmark corridor
centred at the Wellington
Street intersection,
encompasses Aurora's
uniqueness and repre-
sents the Town's
essence.

At this year's Doors
Open Aurora, many of
the sites showcase the
remarkable character of
Yonge Street and give
testament to its promi-
nent position as a com-
mercial centre, histor ic
district and a place for
social exchange.

As one strolls along
the street star ting at the
southern commercial
area, passing the historic
civic core and through to
the ear l iest residential
settlements, a narrative
unfolds telling the story
of Aurora's past, present
and future.

One significant par t of
this story is "Vic's Shoe
Repair" established in
1973 by the late Vic
Paraninfo originally from
Italy who arr ived in
Canada in 1956.

Vic's store is a local
icon on many levels.

For star ters, i t  is a
vibrant and active tradi-
tional shoe repair shop -
something which is a
rare sight seen these
days.

Additionally, the shop
is located in the building
formerly known as
"Mulock Block" which
dates back to the time of
the Town's founder
Richard Machell in 1832.

For several years, this
small building fostered
the home of a music
store as well as Marshall
Forsyth's stationery.

Rowland's Shoe Store
operated there at the
time shoe manufacturing
was seen as a successful
and thriving business in
the Town of Aurora.

Although the building
itself is not ornate in
nature, it is still an impor-
tant par t of the Aurora's
main street commercial
architecture. 

Finally, Vic's Shoe
Repair speaks of the
importance of the shoe
manufactur ing industry
to the Town. Today, the
establishment has been

in business near ly 40
years and is run by Reza
Haghiri who took owner-
ship in 2009.

While Yonge Street
holds tightly to its roots
in the early settlement
days, it is remarkable in
the fact that it is a living
street, one that continu-
ously adapts, alters and
evolves with the times.

A relatively recent
addit ion to the Yonge
Street streetscape is the
Aurora Public Library
built in 2001. Designed
by Shore Tilbe Irwin &
Par tners, this modern,
state-of-the-ar t faci l i ty
offers 44,375 square feet
of well- l i t  reading
spaces, study rooms and
book stacks that collec-
tively act as a catalyst for
learning and information
sharing.

The l ibrary however
has humble or igins,
located init ial ly at the
corner of Yonge and
Mosley Streets. Prior to
serving as a facility for
the circulation of books,
the Library was intended
to disseminate informa-
tion to the public via lec-
ture series and concerts
organized by the Aurora
Mechanics Institute and
Library Association.

This year the Library
wil l  be par t of Doors
Open Aurora for the first
time.

In celebration of this
par t icipation, special 
displays featur ing the
G o d f r e y  M e d i c a l
Collection will be exhibit-
ed, along with demon-
strations of databases
such as  the Ancestry
Library Edition, Canada's
Her itage from 1844
(Globe and Mail) and the
Toronto Star's Pages
from the Past.

Tours of the site will
also be provided on the
day.  

The Library is more
than just a place for the
collection of books; it is
an important community
resource.

The building also
hosts the Pine Tree
Potters Guild and its
working studio on the
south side on Church
Street.

The Pine Tree Potters
Guild is a non-profit
organization founded in
1979.

It is dedicated to 
the preservation and
advancement of ceramic
arts.

Its activit ies include
in-guild and outreach
educational programs,
monthly meetings and
newsletters and work-
shops presented by Guild
members and guest
speakers.

Since 1999 the Guild
has donated 100 per cent
of the proceeds from its
Char ity Sales table 
to var ious community
groups.

Additionally, over the
last few years, hundreds
of bowls were donated to
Empty Bowls - A North
American-wide project to

aid the homeless.
Together, the Aurora

Public Library and the
Pine Tree Potters Guild
enrich Young Street's tra-
ditional role as a commu-
nity destination. 

Capping the Yonge
Street promenade at the
north is the St Andrew's
College.

The College campus
features an outstanding
array of historic architec-
tural buildings of the late
Georgian style.

The spires of Memorial
Church, built in 1931 in
memory of the 113
Andreans who lost their
lives in World War I, can
be seen in the distance
and lend the campus its
mystique.

Today, the 110-acre
campus is a beautiful
reflection of old and new,
with the traditional build-
ings of ashen brick exte-
rior; doorways, sills and
medall ions of Tyndall
stone, and roofs of green
slate.

The School also
boasts an impressive
array of newer facilities
careful ly designed to
compliment the or iginal
architecture. 

The School was found-
ed in 1899 by Dr. George
Bruce, a Presbyter ian
minister from Scotland
who named it after the
country's patron saint.

Its or iginal location
was in Rosedale and was
later used as a military
hospital following World
War I. In 1926, St.
Andrew's College official-
ly moved to Aurora under
the guidance of its sec-
ond Headmaster, Rev. Dr.
D. Bruce Macdonald who
hoped that a small town
would provide fewer dis-
tractions for young boys
compared with city life in
Toronto.

Vic's Shoe Repair, the
Aurora Public Library, the
Pine Tree Potters Guild

AURORA LIBRARY

YONGE STREET DOWNTOWN

ST. ANDREW’S COLLEGE



You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 79,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

 
Protect Your 

Driveway 
Keep It Looking 

Like  New 

DRIVEWAY 
SEALING

905-841-8949 
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S 

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

� BUSINESS SERVICES� HELP WANTED

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket and area 

over 15 years –INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cabinet grand
piano, with 
original stool. $580. 
Please email
bob@auroran.com

� SWIMMING INSTRUCTION 

NON-COMPETITIVE and
COMPETITIVE SWIM-
MING: Children to adults.
Aurora Selkies and
Masters Swim Clubs.
Register now for the
2011/12 season. www.
swimgym.ca 905-841-
3450.

VideosVideos

Bringing the business community to you!

www.theauroran.com 

We have tons of events in and around Aurora on our 

at www. theauroran.com
Come out and enjoy.  Most events are FREE!

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with 
Alison 

Search for businesses in our Marketplace. 
Go go www.theauroran.com then click on the 

Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page. 

Our        Town

WatchWatch

 
    

Auroran videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

EVENT CALENDAR

THEAURORAN.COM

Collins-Mrakas

Watch

community

Watch for new community videos each week. 
If you have an upcoming event and would 
like it covered by theauroran.com please 

have your event co-ordinator email 
cynthia@auroran.com

Aurora Heights Public School 

50th 50th 
Anniversary 

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN
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(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

Over 30 years experience. 

 

CONCRETE IMPRESSIONS 
• Stamped concrete for as low as $8/sq. ft. 

Garage Floors • Driveways • Waterproofing 
• Basement Walkouts • Walk-ways • Curbs 

905-505-2410
“We leave good impressions”

• INSURED  • REFERENCES FREE ESTIMATES

www.uniqueconcreteimpressions.com

SUNRAY HORTICULTURAL

Lawn Cutting

905.758.8100
sunrayhorticulture.com

Garden Design       Flower Planting

Weed Control    • • • 
• 

• 
Garden Maintenance

3 Cu.Yds. $109 + HST 
(Includes delivery to Aurora & Newmarket 

other areas slightly more) 

  MAY 
 

MINI BIN 
$139 + HST 
DROP OFF 
& PICK UP  

Also available: MULCH, TOPSOIL, GRAVEL, RIVER ROCK, SCREENINGS 
FULL  SERVICE  LANDSCAPE  COMPANY 

CALL US @ 905-727-7102 

SPECIALS
WEEDLESS 

GARDEN SOIL 

Missed last week’s show? No worries. 
You can watch it anytime at www.theauroran.com, on TVA.

Last week’s guest was Councillor Evelyn Buck.

“Our Town” 
with  Alison Collins-Mrakas

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS at 7
• This Week in Aurora • Council Watch 

• Mail Bag • This Week’s Topic

theauroran.com 

� CONDO FOR RENT

� FOR SALE

CONDO FOR RENT Ft.
Myers Beach Florida. 2 bed-
room, two bath, fully
equiped. Rent one week,
second week half price.
From $600 & up. Low sea-
son from $600/wk. – High
season from $1,000/wk.
www.captainsbay.com 416-
720-1755.

 

Red Cross certified 
All levels 

Call Ali

Swimming Lessons
In our pool or yours? 

416-648-0304

� HOME CARE SUPPORT

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

HOME CARE SUPPORT
Professional home sup-
port worker. Work in your
home. Lori 905-713-3059.

� ARTICLES WANTED

CASH PAID - old comic
books, cards, collectables.
S t i l l  i n  b a s e m e n t /
a t t i c ?  I n d i v i d u a l
items/collections. 905-853-
2181

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL
Only 1$ 957with 

this 
coupon

(On most vehicles)

We also buy 

VEHICLES 
SCRAP 

For all of your 
automotive needs. 
70 Industrial Pkwy. S. 
Aurora 905-841-6041

�

�

Times may be hard...

Water doesn’t have to be!

Solving water problems since 1925

For more information call: 
905-713-6326

FREE WATER TESTING

OFFICE SERVICES

THANK
YOU 

for

SUPPORTING

THEAURORAN

CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISERS
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Technology \Development Assistant. 
If you are a student under the age of 25 years, 
a computer technology whiz and would like to 

help the new cultural centre establish a web and 
social media presence, please contact us ASAP. 

Must have strong IT skills and be able to 
work in a team atmosphere. 7 week contract, 

effective immediately.
  

Summer Student Position 

Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, Aurora, L4G 1G4.

Send resume to Carol Sharp at  
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

Are you a multi- tasker? Creative thinker? Pass ionate
about sales? This might be just the opportunity you’ve
been looking for.

Responsibilities include:
• Service and expand existing accounts through 

maintaining good customer relations and developing 
sales programs that meet advertisers’ business needs.

• Prospect for new accounts including researching 
advertisers in competing publications and reviewing 
new businesses in the area.

• Establish and renew advertising contracts.
• Collect, process, and proof Clients’ ads for 

completeness and accuracy.
• Provide Composing with clear and organized 

instructions / designs for ads.
• Negotiate rates with Clients, subject to Department 

restrictions, and to assist Accounting with the 
collection of accounts.

• Accurately complete run sheets to ensure accounting 
maintains current files on all Clients.

• Respond to incoming telephone inquiries concerning 
advertising services.

• Address customer concerns in a timely and 
appropriate manner.

• Attain and/or surpass sales targets.

The successful candidate will:
• be action-oriented, creative, customer focused, result

driven and have the ability to maintain composure at
all times 

• have sound knowledge of sales and marketing
practices

• have excellent communication skills, verbal and written
• have the ability to work individually and as part of a 
     team with minimum supervision
• have strong computer knowledge in Microsoft Office; 

experience with design applications an asset
• have the ability to meet deadlines and work under

pressure
• be extremely organized and detail oriented
• have strong time management skills
• have strong presentation skills

Qualifications:
• College Diploma in business, marketing 

or related field preferred 
or 3 years sales experience.

• Valid driver’s license and 
good driving record

Interested 
and qualified 

candidates 
should forward 

their resume and cover letter to  
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Simcoe-York 
Group of Newspapers

Full-Time Advertising 
Sales Representative

SUSHI KUI
Japenese restaurant

Hiring f/t-p/t 
SERVER

Contact Bonnie 
905-727-8822 

resumé and references.
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Dinner for 3 “A”  

GRAND OPENING 
Empire Chef Empire Chef 

Chinese Cuisine
Open style kitchen - First one in Aurora

Always fresh • No MSG • 100% vegetable oil

Only $4.99

Great lunch specials

Aurora Shopping Centre – 14800 Yonge St. 
Unit 112 - By NO FRILLS

905-503-6888 empirechefmenu.com

Now only $26.95 

BEST FOOD 
FAST TAKE-OUT 
& DELIVERY 

OPEN
7 DAYS

A WEEK
 –drink included

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GGAR DINE R  MILLE R  AR NOLD L L P  
B AR R I S TE R S  &  S OL IC I TOR S  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel: 416-363-2614 Fax: 416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-4704 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape
Co-ordinator begins maternity leave soon

Aurora Seniors Association
(ASA) town co-ordinator Karie
Papillon will begin maternity
leave July 13th.

Karie is a popular co-ordina-
tor and we will miss her, but
adding to her family takes prior-
ity and we wish her well.

Consequently, a replace-
ment must perform Karie’s
duties and we welcome Janet
Beatty, who will assume the
duties of Acting Seniors Co-
ordinator beginning June 27th.

Janet joins the Aurora
Recreation Program team from
the Town of Richmond Hill, and
brings excellent skills. She will
locate in the Seniors’ Centre
and is available in person or by
e-mail at jbeatty@aurora.ca.

The Canada Day Parade is
almost upon us and those in the
Wood Shop have constructed a

Canada Day float. 
The committee responsible

for the Canada Day Parade float
consists of Judy Buchanan
(chair), Ron Coe (co-chair),
Doug Jarvie, Marianne Urbach,
Blanche Hill and Rozlin Laber.

Judy and Marianne will ride
on the float with two volunteers.

The theme for the float
returns to the days when lakes
and rivers were the only realistic
highways, not only for Indians
but also for explorers, settlers,
traders, raiders, small contin-
gents of soldiers and even for
dignitaries no matter how high a
degree in life they rated.

Not too far back in Canadian
history, canoes formed a princi-
pal means of transportation,
and canoes remained an indis-
pensible means of transporta-
tion for many years.

Inspired by our recent past,
Murray Bieset built a canoe for
prominent display on the
Seniors’ Centre float. 

Canada receives recogni-
tion on the float with a prominent
display of flags leaving no doubt
that Canada Day unites
Canadians from coast to coast!

A passion for photography
grips Bev Will together with a
persuasive drive to advance
and improve photographic skills
among seniors.

Now, Bev wishes to assist
seniors with basic knowledge of
camera operation for those who
require this assistance.

For those who aspire to pho-
tographic creativity, modest or
challenging, Bev offers support,
encouragement and sage
advice, and can call upon strong
additional support as required. 

She will create conditions in
the Seniors’ Centre to promote
and sustain photography of
quality, often in groups always
having fun and often in a park
setting.

Wherever photographic
ambition rises, Bev will guide;
beginners will receive camera
instruction required, even help
selecting and purchasing a
camera.

Those who aspire to sophis-
ticated photography will find
sophisticated help, instruction,
encouragement, any descrip-
tion of assistance to make pho-
tographers attentive of achieve-
ments attainable with a camera.

Bev, who insists she still
learns, has encouragement and
support from photographers
who display images leaving no
doubt of excellence with camera

operation and fine results.
Most seniors have access to

a camera making a successful
Camera Club a realistic possibil-
ity.

Good photography is for
everybody, and so is good
equipment.

Digital photography is com-
patible with computers and the
Seniors’ Centre is rich in com-
puters, computer expertise, and
instruction.

Digital cameras can down-
load to a computer, can copy to
disc or flash drive, and playback
on television or computer.
Printing is another viable option
with cost attached.

The first meeting of the
Camera Club received excellent
support and interest, including
one enthusiast clinging to a
favourite film camera he had

possessed for many years.
The continued availability of

film remains unlikely; however,
digital cameras once embraced
have the power to capture multi-
ple images.

The next meeting will be July
12th at 10 a.m. in the Seniors’
Centre.

A trip in process of planning
will be to Georgian Downs,
where horseracing is the main
feature. Good images should
come out of this trip.

Of note in the first meeting
was the constant reference for a
need to file great numbers of
images efficiently.

Little wonder this issue
should receive attention, since
great collections of photographs
requires competent storing with
the ability to retrieve particular
collections with reasonable ease
and proficiency. 

PowerPoint presentations of
digital images produced by sen-
iors of average experience can
raise awareness of methods to
entertain family and friends.

Technical expertise is within
financial range of most average
seniors and the technical skill is
attainable by seniors.

Well-produced PowerPoint
productions delight viewers and
satisfy the presenters.

Do not fear unknown tech-
niques because it sounds pro-
fessional; exposed to keen
novice seniors, men and
women, PowerPoint lends itself
wonderfully to every photogra-
pher who has something worth
sharing.

Worth noting is the Seniors
Walking Club, which has operat-
ed successfully for years, and
cameras playing a role among
this group is as a possibility.

Walking is an excellent pas-
time leading to good conversa-
tion, healthy exercise and possi-
bly good digital images if cam-
eras become popular among
walkers.

Group asks town to fight OMB
"We have absolutely no

input," added Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe later in the
discussion. "This was taken
out of our hands years ago
by the OMB which means
before we go into an OMB
hearing we need to think
through what the conse-
quences are before we get
into that in the first place."

Word that there were fine
details that needed to be
hammered out before a mid-
July deadline was news to
Councillor Gaertner who
said what she wanted what

was contained in the OMB's
report to be simplified for
council as to what the 
conditions mean.

Mayor Dawe, however,
pointed out that the timing
was "clearly outlined" in the
OMB's report. Councillor
Gaertner then questioned
how the mayor was aware of
that, and he simply replied "I
read it."

This bizarre exchange
had a few more volleys
before Councillor Gaertner
said to Mayor Dawe, "Then
you must have read the
whole report, including the

last page." He replied that
he had indeed read up until
the last page.

"Which I did not," she
continued. "Quite frankly, I
don't think I should have to. I
think that staff needs to let
us know what is going on in
the judgement."

The councillors' discus-
sions came after a delega-
tion from Aurora resident
Ronald Lanthier who said
Aurora was in "crisis" over
the proposed development.

Citing the "wise decision"
of the previous council to
deny the project, he said the

OMB's decision was unde-
mocratic.

"OMB approved this pre-
posterous plan, which will
have a serious long-term
negative impact," he said.
"The decision is indefensi-
ble, and an outrage to our
democratic process - as well
as the Moraine.

"The stacks of reports on
the Oak Ridges Moraine
commissioned by various
levels of government... all
say the same thing: the
Moraine is in jeopardy and
must be protected from this
kind of development. For this
reason, the Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Act
was enacted in 2001. Just
because [developer Joseph]
Lebovic was able to find a
legal loophole does not
mean his proposal should
get automatic approval. To
do so is short sighted
beyond measure."

Mr. Lanthier said he
feared the OMB decision
could set a dangerous
precedent where the Oak
Ridges Moraine Act is 
concerned.

"If this proposal is
approved, how can you pos-
sibly say no to the next, and
the next?" he asked. "The
Moraine cannot possibly

endure.
"A question we should all

be asking is: how is it that an
appointed, non-elected
body, the OMB, is able to
overrule the decision of a
duly elected body, the
Aurora Town Council? We
live in a democracy where
elected representatives are
mandated to carry out their
responsibilities and make
decisions that are then
upheld by law. But in
Ontario, incredibly, that
democratic process can be
overturned. This does not
happen anywhere else in
Canada, and we must put a
stop to it here in Ontario."

Lobbying to deny Westhill
the PTTW was also a sug-
gestion Mr. Lanthier put for-
ward in his argument to stop
"this completely out of place
development" from going on.

New Aurora business finally
relocates to permanent site 
to help you find a job 

P r i n c i p a l s  o f
Rehabilitation Network
Canada Inc. Frank
Martino, Hon. BA, RRP,
CCRC, ABDA, CVP, C.E.O.
and Carmille Bulley,
CCRC, RRP, CVP,
President were on hand
for the opening of  RNC
Employment Services at
their permanent location
which first began service
in Aurora last August at a
temporary location while
awaiting completion of
their state-of-the-art cen-
tre located at 222
Wellington Street East,
Aurora (between Yonge
and Bayview).

“ O u r  g o v e r n m e n t  
has transformed the
Employment Ontario net-
work so job seekers can
go to one-stop
Employment Service cen-
tres where they can apply
for Second Career, and
other programs that help
get people back to work,”
said John Milloy, Minister
of Training, Colleges and
Universities. “The hard
working members of the
RNC Employment
Services Network helped
bring this change to
Aurora.”

Frank Klees MPP,
Newmarket-Aurora, Lois
Brown, MP, Newmarket-
Aurora and Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe of Aurora
were in attendance and
took part in the ribbon cut-
ting ceremony.

Tours and light refresh-
ments followed the cere-
mony.

RNC Employment
Services of Aurora is an
Employment Ontario serv-
ice, which is funded in
part by the Government of
Canada will service an
estimated 740 job seekers

in addition to employers
through various programs,
services, workshops and
seminars designed to
mainstream job seekers
and career changers into
the world of work while
assisting employers with
labour market needs.

If you’re interested, you
are invited to apply onsite.
Send an e-mail to
info@rnces.ca or call 905-
727-3777 for information.

You may also visit RNC
Employment Services at
www.RNCemploymentser
vices.ca.

From page 1
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