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get ready.
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Every traffic light in the photo above is green, and that’s how the Aurora Chamber of

Commerce felt after their 16th annual Street Festival was held Sunday with perfect weather.

Chamber manager Judy Marshall estimated the crowd at “more than 40,000”. Everything, she

said, went off smoothly and she thanked the volunteers and the exhibitors for their efforts.

More photos on Page 15.                                                                 Auroran photo by Rob Scheutze

Town won’t
change mind

The planning act and zoning
amendments for the controver-
sial wellness centre and resi-
dential complex construction
on Yonge Street and Elderberry
Trail continues despite a last
ditch appeal from residents to
get council to change their
minds last week.

The effor t came from resi-
dents of the Elderberry Trail
neighbourhood who
approached council lors
Tuesday afternoon asking to
hold an emergency meeting
later that day to review and
possibly reverse their decision
to approve the amendments
made just one week before. 

Evidently a majority of coun-
cillors opted against an emer-
gency meeting but the resi-
dents were heard anyway when
they waived procedural bylaw
to allow a resident to appear
before general committee as a
delegation.

"There were a number of
issues that were raised as a
concern to myself personally
that I believe were shared with

members of the community,"
said delegate Walter
Mestrinaro, who outlined con-
cerns regarding the planned
height of the residential build-
ing on site as well as the
change in density that would
needed if the building went
ahead. 

"The density that was pre-
sented to you was 2.45 units
per acre," he said. "That densi-
ty can only be arrived at by

Council passes
six-month mark

The 2010 Council passes its
six-month mark this week and if
comments from new and return-
ing councillors are any indica-
tion, it has been a pretty steep
learning curve.

At last week's general com-
mittee meeting, Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe said someone has
likened the experience to being
"force-fed information with a
fire hose", an assessment he
said he agreed with.

"We haven't always agreed
on everything but I believe we
are doing it in a fairly congenial
manner, so thank you," he told
councillors and staff last
Tuesday.

For first-time Councillor
Michael Thompson, he said the
ride has "been wonderful."

"Personally I am very much
enjoying the role," he told The
Auroran last week. "I think we
have developed a very good,
positive working relationship
amongst each other and we're
cer tainly moving the Town's
business forward."

One piece of business the
Town has moved forward is can-

Please see page 12

Cancer survivor ready for Friday relay
With the 2011 Aurora Relay for

Life fast approaching on Friday, the

relay's Honorary Survivor Larry

Raifman is trying to raise as much

money as possible for the big day. 

The Newmarket resident, a sur-

vivor of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma,

has gone to his work colleagues, his

Facebook friends and almost any-

body he can get his hands on to sup-

port his team, Larry's Lab Rats, in

advance of the June 10 event.

As "the face" of this annual

fundraiser for 2011, Mr. Raifman is

encouraging everyone to seriously

consider supporting the Relay for Life

if approached by participants. 

"I think the motto of the relay is

Remember, Celebrate and Fight

Back, and that is basically what we're

trying to do - remember those who

have passed away from this awful

disease, celebrate those who sur-

vived it, and to fight back so hopeful-

ly we can eradicate down the road

this horrible disease."

As The Auroran reported last

week, Mr. Raifman's relationship with

the Canadian Cancer Society began

with his diagnosis six years ago

when the organization helped him

make his way to and from treatment

sessions at Toronto's Sunnybrook

Hospital. 

The volunteers, he said, always

had coffee and tea on hand, and

were always willing to offer support

and reassurance before going in for

treatment.

The support from the Canadian

Cancer Society went hand-in-hand

with the support provided to him by

his wife, daughters, and other family

members. 

"It was scary and yet I was deter-

mined, I had great support," he said.

"My family was very strong for me,

and with me, and I was strong for

them because I didn't want them to

really see how scared I was. It was a

long journey and I was glad when it

was over. I am even more glad that it

has been six years since that time.

"When I got a clean bill of health I

decided to try to pay back the

Canadian Cancer Society."

For several years now, his "pay-

back" has been to participate in

Relay For Life, but now as Honorary

Survivor, Mr. Raifman has a leading

part in the event.

For those who may have had a

recent diagnosis, his advice is sim-

Please see page 12Please see page 10

Newmarket
905 830-4949

17480 Yonge St. Unit B-1

Nobody knows your vacuum like...

Canada’s #1 
Award Winning

Eureka Authorized Dealer
Monday - Friday: 9am - 7pm

Saturday: 9am - 5pm

We specialize in selling high quality equipment 
and components with a commitment to 
superior service that’s second to none.

We are the ONLY shop that provides ONE HOUR 
VAC REPAIR on most makes and models.
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COMING EVENTS

FRIDAY, JUNE 10

You are invited to a Sunset "Lethal Luau"
and Beach Party to help solve a murder pre-
sented by the “Silver Stars” Drama Club at
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Chase Diamond
is celebrating his birthday party, but his drink
is laced with poison. It is up to you to find out
which one of his guests poisoned him. Doors
open at 5 p.m.for the dinner and a cash bar
is available.  Dinner, the show and prizes are
included with the $10 admission price and
tickets, are on sale now at the centre’s front
desk until June 8.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11

Merlin’s Hollow is open to the public for
free today from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.. The
English flower garden is located at 181
Centre Crescent, west of Industrial Parkway,
off Centre Street.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12

The Art Of Flying - Pandora's Box series
in Aurora presents a mix of classical music,
dance, food and wine. Net proceeds go to
the Yellow Brick House Second Shelter cam-
paign. Join dancer Heather Lumsden, flute
soloist Anne Thompson, the L'il Rascals
Horn Quartet and Tony Browning's Marion
Singers to experience "flight" through music
and dance. Tickets include finger food, tea
and wine. Tickets online at
http://www.pandorasboxsalon.com/ or call
289-221-0229. Show starts at 2.30 p.m., at
the Aurora Cultural Centre, formerly Church
Street School.

* * * *
The first Victorian Tea held by

GRANAurora will be held this afternoon at
Hillary House from 2 to 4 p.m. GRANAurora
is part of the Grandmothers to
Grandmothers Campaign in conjunction with
the Stephen Lewis Foundation. The group
will have its signature African dolls and some
summer African Kazuri Jewelry for sale at
the event.

* * * *
Due to the sucess of the May walking

event, another Rescue Mediums show has
been added tonight. The May episode was a
success. You will need to show up tonight as
David Heard again leads a historic walk and
return to the Filly & Firkin for viewing of
shocking video footage from inside the bar
and the episode. Once again, he says, the
group will embark from the front of the
Aurora Cultural Centre at 7 p.m. Tickets are
available from the Filly & Firkin and the A
Step in Time Booth at the Aurora Farmers’
Market. 100 per cent of funds raised will go
to the Heart and Stroke and Crohn's and
Colitis Foundations. Aurora is still a commu-
nity full of mystery. Experience some of that
magic tonight.

MONDAY, JUNE 13

The Manor, ByPeterandPauls.com, and

10 local chambers, including the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce, host the Colossal
Chamber Connection Event. This interactive
networking event takes place at The Manor
(Carrying Place) at 16750 Weston Road in
Kettleby beginning at 5.30 p.m. and continu-
ing until 7.30. This networking event attract-
ed more than 600 participants last year.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15

Aurora United Church, 15186 Yonge
Street, presents the Ladue Chapel
Presbyterian Church St. Louis, Missouri
Carillon Ringers Handbell Choir in concert
with the Aurora United Church Bell Choirs.
This concert, featuring a group of teens per-
forming on tour in numerous U.S. and
Canadian cities, begins at 7:30 p.m.
Admission is free.  A free-will offering will be
accepted in support of this fundraising event.
For more information, call Lisa Kyriakides at
905-898-5198.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17 

The Seniors dance committee, with
Angus MacKenzie as its chair, will hold its
second dance of the month tonight at the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre. The committee will
take the months of July and August off and
looks forward  to resuming the dances
September 2nd.

SATURDAY, JUNE 18

Aurora Heights Public School will hold an
open house today, to celebrate the school’s
50th birthday. Included in the event, which
starts at 11 a.m. and continues until 2 p.m.
will be a barbecue, a ceremony, historic dis-
plays, activities for younger kids and special
raffles.

* * * *
JacKryn France, 89 Wellington Street

East, will hold their Annual French Country
Market Sale today  from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A
percentage of the sales will be donated to
Big Brothers Big Sisters of York.

* * * *
Jim Edwards family reunion concert, fea-

turing seven top local singers. tonight at 7
p.m. at Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial
Parkway South. Tickets are $10 for adults,
$5 for children. For tickets, call Jim at 905-
713-1665.

JUNE 18-26

Artcures Exhibition at the Aurora Cultural
Centre. Call 905-713-1818 for times the cen-
tre is open.

SATURDAY, JUNE 25

At the Aurora Community Centre and
Machell Park from 9.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. you
can meet Andrew, an Aurora teen battling
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy who will be
granted his most heart-felt wish through The
Children's Wish Foundation. Net proceeds of
Wish-Mania will be donated to sponsor
Andrew's wish, and those of other children
coping with life-threatening illnesses. For

more information about Children's Wish, visit
www.childrenswish.ca. During the day, sev-
eral people will attempt to set a new
Guinness record to make the world’s largest
smiley. Some 767 people are needed to set
the new record. All participants must be reg-
istered and in line with their ticket no later
than 2.30 p.m. That will take place at 3 p.m.
at Machell Park.  Go to www.wishmania.ca
for details.

SUNDAY, JUNE 26

The annual Aurora Garden & Horticultural
Society invites you to attend its Aurora
Garden Tour today. Eight gardens are avail-
able for touring where the owners and cre-
ators will be present to chat with you. The
tour is from noon to 4.30 p.m., rain or shine.

Refreshments will be available. Tickets are
$10 and are available in Aurora at Art of the
Matter, 2 Orchard Heights Boulevard;
Caruso & Co., 15210 Yonge Street; Flowers
by Terry, 14799 Yonge Street; Aurora Used
Books, 95 Edward Street  and at our booth
at the Aurora Farmers’ Market June 11th,
18th, and 25th. For more information call
Madge at 905-727-5926 or visit
http://www.gardenontario.org/site.php/auror
a/news/details/6118

SATURDAY, JULY 2 

Merlin’s Hollow is open to the public for
free today from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
English flower garden is located at 181
Centre Crescent, west of Industrial Parkway,
off Centre Street.

 

For more information call 905-888-9994     www.ducksswimming.ca

INTERESTED IN
Competitive Swimming?
Improving your strokes?
Getting fit?
Making friends?

Aurora’s leading provider of
Competitive and Stroke 
Development programs is
having open tryouts and 
registration

Saturday, June 11, 2011
In pool assessments 8-9am
Registration and Info 9-10am

Limited space available

Stronach Aurora Rec. Complex
1400 Wellington Street East

Deadline is Friday for
Teen Idol competition

If you have a natural tal-
ent to sing and command an
audience, you won’t want to
miss the fourth annual
Aurora Teen Idol competition
presented by the Town of
Aurora.

The competition’s partici-
pant registration ends
Friday, June 10.

To participate in the com-
petition you must be
between the ages of 11 and
19 and live in Aurora.

Registration applications
are available at the Aurora
Family Leisure Complex, the
Stronach Aurora Recreation
Complex and online at
www.aurora.ca.

The first round of audi-
tions are scheduled for

Tuesday, June 14 from 6 to 8
p.m. at the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex.

The final round will take
place at Lambert Willson
Park in conjunction with the
Canada Day festivities on
Friday, July 1 from 3 to 4.30
p.m.

The winner will be cho-
sen by a panel of profession-
al artists looking for the best
youth vocalist.

The Aurora Teen Idol will
receive a $100 cash prize,
rights to perform at key Town
of Aurora events, a three-
month swimming or fitness
pass, two Cineplex Odeon
movie passes, and XSCAPE
Play Cards, pizza for a year
from Boston Pizza Aurora

and a framed certificate
signed by Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe.

The runner up will receive
a $50 cash reward, be an
alternate to perform at key
Town of Aurora events
(when the winner is unavail-
able), a one-month swim-
ming or fitness pass, two
Cineplex Odeon movie
passes, two XSCAPE Play
Cards, dinner for two at
Boston Pizza Aurora ($50
value) and a framed certifi-
cate signed by the mayor.

For more information on
the 2011 Aurora Teen Idol
competition, contact Shelley
Ware, Special Events Co-
ordinator, at 905-726-4762
or at sware@aurora.ca.
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

FOR SALESOLD

Direct: 905-727-1961

Susan Cowen 
Sales Representative

susan@susancowen.com

York Group
Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

People you know...

people you trust!

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East, Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

Aurora HHome HHarddware Buiilldding CCennttrre 
289 Wellington Street East, Aurora  L4G 6H6

gg
Check here next week for more bargains

AURORA        HOME HARDWARE

CLEARANCE CORNERCLEARANCE CORNER

* While supplies last

Only
REG. $3.49   # 2611-181

SIDE MOUNT HOSE GUIDE

19*

GARDEN CENTRE GARDEN CENTRE 

2

NOW OPENNOW OPEN
Please drop by to see 

our great selection and deals

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

ON THE BEAN

Your neighbourhood café

Mon–Fri 7am - 5pm
Saturday 8am - 4pm 
Sunday 8am - 3 pm

St. Andrews Mall 
Across from Foodland

2 Orchard Heights, Unit 47
(905) 713-1245

BOOKS 
MUSIC 
FOOD

INTERNET
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expires June 30, 2011

HALF PRICE 
Fruit Smoothie 

Workers apply glass to parking lot at Sheppard’s Bush last week. About 2.7
million bottles were used to create the innovative parking lot. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

New parking lot
made from bottles

A new, innovative parking
lot is settling in this week at
the Sheppard's Bush
Conservation Area after it
was put in place last week.

The parking lot in ques-
tion, just off Industrial
Parkway, is not made of the
typical concrete and asphalt
materials, but one that is
made out of approximately
2.7 million glass bottles. 

Mixed with a polyurethane
base, approximately 350
tonnes of glass from a recy-
cling facility in upstate New
York were poured into the
30,000 square foot parking
lot.

"The process uses a much
needed, valuable resource,
recycled glass - the majority
of which gets recycled to the
curb but never makes it to any
end use - and around 75 per
cent of that resource is never
actually recycled," said Joe
Caul, owner of the Colorado-
based Caul Corporation who
innovated the process.

Mr. Caul worked with
Aurora resident Matt Parsons
of Layfield Group to bring this
project to Town.

"In this process we use
roughly 90 bottles per square
foot and we have 30,000
square feet out here."

One of the major selling
points of this glass product for
use as a parking lot is that it is
a permeable surface which
allows water to pass through
and get back into the ground.

Curiously, another envi-
ronmental impact is that the
material also attracts oil, trap-
ping it, and allowing it to
biodegrade without passing
through and getting into the
groundwater. 

"It has an affinity for oil,"
said Mr. Caul. "There is not a

really good scientific technol-
ogy behind it other than the
fact it seems to have a sur-
face tension that likes to grab
oil. Glass doesn't have any
pore space in it but it has an
affinity for the oil to hold onto
it as the water goes through."

According to Aurora's
Parks Manager Jim Tree, who
was on hand Thursday morn-
ing to show off the process,
the Sheppard's Bush parking
lot was selected for this proj-
ect, the first of its kind in
Canada (although there are
similar lots in the northern
United States and in
Germany) because it was a
high-traffic granular area.

Installing this permeable
hard surface will significantly
impact the amount of mainte-
nance that has to be done to
the lot, he said. 

"Every time it rained we
would have to come over and
do more maintenance
because it got potholed very
quickly," said Mr. Tree.
"Initially the parking lot was
supposed to be asphalt and
as time went on we looked at
environmentally friendly alter-
natives to asphalt so that
evolved with more research,
more discussion with the
[Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority] who
manages the property and
the Ontario Heritage founda-
tion who owns the property."

While Mr. Caul estimates
that the lifespan of the perme-
able glass surface would last
between 10 and 15 years but
"quite a bit longer than that" if
proper care is taken with
snowplowing - plows with rub-
ber tipped blades are pre-
ferred - Mr. Tree said it is
unknown how this is going to
compare in terms of durability

to other surfaces.
"There are no other instal-

lations in Canada [but] we do
know that it is functioning in
northern US in Colorado and
Wisconsin and it is similar to
our climate and based on our
research and the research
that has been made available
based on the engineering
information that has been
made available and informa-
tion that we have obtained,
we're comfortable enough to
go with it here," he said.

The cost is more expen-
sive than traditional surfaces
but most of that is attributed to
the base that is below the
hard surface, including three
feet of granular base and even
more sand beneath that, but
costs will be recouped in the
long run, he said. 

"We get savings on infra-
structure like storm sewers, all
of the catch basins, curbs,
gutters, and you keep the
water on the site so there is a
huge savings there," said Mr.
Tree, adding that the success
of the project can be meas-
ured right now. "We know
going in that we're keeping
water on the site, keeping the
contaminants out of the soil,
we're saving money on infra-
structure, we're making use of
recycled post-consumer
material so that is a big meas-
urement right there."

Heritage planning fees
need to be relaxed: Buck

Aurora's heritage planning
fees should be relaxed to make it
easier for merchants and other
professionals to make use of the
Town's historic buildings, accord-
ing to Councillor Buck. 

Councillor Buck made her
views known at last week's gen-
eral committee meeting during a
discussion on Town service fees.

Existing fees for owners to
change the use of a heritage
building may be prohibitive to
newcomers who may want to set
up shop in the buildings that pop-
ulate Aurora's heritage core. 

"For 40 years we have
encouraged the adaptive reuse
of heritage buildings," Councillor
Buck said. "The reason for that is
to maintain the heritage charac-
ter of the old part of Town.
Councils down through the years
have supported that principle, the
community supports the principle
and, in fact, there are homes in
the heritage area that are nicer
now than when they were origi-
nally built."

Individuals and building own-
ers have taken it upon them-
selves to improve, renovate, and
adapt the buildings, said
Councillor Buck, "and then along
comes some people who decide
that the house they're looking at
fits the vision they have for oper-
ating a business."

One example she cited was a
house that was renovated to
accommodate an interior design
and accessories firm with the
appropriate zoning actions put in
place with the appropriate fees.

With the owner now seeking
to wind down her business, she
can now "only sell to someone
who would be interested in oper-
ating an interior design consulting
business.

"In fact, the owner has lost
two buyers already because two
doctors, a husband and wife,
weren't in the business of interior
design consulting, but they can't
buy that house because that
house is specifically for an interior
design consultant," she said. "In
order to change it there would
have to be another fee of almost
$20,000 paid. This is a very small
building with a limited amount of
floor space. 

"These fees in this circum-
stance are quite out of line with
the value of the property and they
do not help us to carry out the
intent of seeing these lovely little
old homes be adapted for a mod-

ern use. When we put those fees
out of any practical reality we are
not doing what we should be
doing."

Councillor Buck expressed
her views in a discussion on pro-
posed adjustments to fees
charged by various Town depart-
ments for a wide variety of serv-
ices ranging from simple docu-
ment copying to charges for new
blue and green bins. 

"The charges for the services
on these schedules are user pay
services for the sole benefit of
the requesting party," said Town
Treasurer Dan Elliott. "Most of
the fees are on a full cost recov-
ery basis, rather than only par-

tially recovering the town's costs
in the provision of service."

Increased fees include $10 in
administrative costs for building
services for internal processing
of applications, a new $125 fee
for a preliminary zoning review
for proposed construction proj-
ects, a new $40 fee for official
plan consolidation, and a $3.25
price increase to blue boxes to
reflect an increased cost due to
the larger size of the receptacles.

Council will give final
approval for the fee changes this
week.

Councillor Buck has indicat-
ed a notice of motion addressing
her concerns is forthcoming.  

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3434$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 41 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm
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At the Ontario PC Convention that took place last weekend, the
Ontario PC Party officially released its platform document called
changebook.

It's the PC Party's commitment to give relief to families and busi-
nesses who are struggling to cope with increasing taxes, fees and
bureaucratic regulations.

Changebook details how a PC Government would provide relief,
not only from taxes but also promises to remove the provincial portion
of the HST from hydro and home heating bills. 

According to Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees, the change-
book document is the result of extensive consultations with Ontario
families, PC Party members and expert stakeholders.

The policies contained in changebook were taken directly from the
Have Your Say survey in which thousands of Aurora and Newmarket
residents participated.

"Ideas also came from constituent feedback through meetings,
calls, e-mails and postings on social media" said Mr. Klees. "Overall,
the exercise was the largest platform consultation ever taken in the
history of the Province of Ontario".

The three pillars of changebook are: More money in the pockets
of Ontario families; guarantees for priority services, like health and
education; and Commitment to clean up government and eliminate
waste, fraud and secret deals. 

Every government agency, board and commission will be subject-
ed to a " sunshine review", he said. If a meaningful purpose is being
served and it's running efficiently, it will be kept in place. If there are
inefficiencies, they will have to be addressed and fixed.

If it's determined that the organization is no longer adding value, it
will be eliminated.

The Local Health Integration Networks (LHINs) have already
been identified for elimination with a commitment to put the millions
saved directly into front line health care services.

All government contracts will have to be publicly tendered and
there will be no more secret deals like the $7 billion Samsung
Agreement, which was signed behind closed doors without opportu-
nity for Ontario companies to even present a competitive bid, he said.

"The upcoming election offers Ontarians real choices" said MPP
Frank Klees. "Voters will have a choice between higher taxes or tax
relief.

“They will have a choice to stay with the current government that
thinks Ontarians have an unlimited ability to pay, or change to a gov-
ernment that knows hydro costs and taxes are out of control.

“And they will have a choice between a party that understands
what it's like to struggle to make ends meet and a government that is
out of touch."

The provincial election date is fixed for October 6, 2011.
Mr. Klees has been nominated for the Ontario PC Party in the rid-

ing of Newmarket-Aurora.
The full changebook document can be downloaded online at:

www.changebook.ca.

The Auroran Newspaper Company Ltd.
at 95 Edward Street,

Aurora, L4G 1W1

E d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y

Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and letter writers are not necessarily
those of The Auroran. Letters must include name and phone number, although number
will not be published, and be limited to 600 words. Letters may be edited or refused. All
contents protected by copyright.

A d v e r t i s i n g  p o l i c y

Publisher is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors that do not lessen the
value of an advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the attention of the publisher
prior to the following edition.  

This group of youngsters are from Form 1 (you know it better today as Grade 9) and they’re posed in
front of Aurora’s first high school, a year before it was rebuilt and today is the Wells Street school build-
ing on, yep, Wells Street. In 1923, the school - we’ll have a picture next week of what it looked like before
renovations - was still the Aurora and District High School. Since 1952, the high school, later renamed
the Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School, has been located on Dunning Avenue. This photo was taken in
1922 and was provided to The Auroran by Ted McClenny. See anyone you know?

Administration
Patricia Wallace

PCs introduce
“changebook” 

Don’t feed the fox,
writer begs residents
To the editor,

I live in Regency Acres in
the Seaton Drive, Knowles
Crescent area.

We have a fox living in
this area, too.

He visits everyone,
sometimes staying for a
while.

I contacted MNR (as
advised by OSPCA) for
information and they told
me that the fox must have a
food source for him to con-
tinue to come back.

I am not sure, but I think
some people have been
feeding him.

MNR has advised that
this is not a good idea,
because it will only encour-
age other wild animals

(Coyotes etc.) into the
area!!

I have a very small dog
who plays in the backyard
and I have been very con-
cerned for her safety.

If you are feeding this
fox, can you please stop!!

A fox is known to go after
rabbits, cats, birds and yes,
could even go after small
dogs!

I love all animals and
would really hate for any-
thing to happen.

Thank you to the neigh-
bours, who do let me know
when they see the fox.

Let’s hope it is not too
often.

Diane Vanherk
Aurora

Manager thanks Heard, Myers
To the editor,

Aurora Spirit Walk/Rescue
Mediums Screening May 29
was Sold Out and a  Second
Date is scheduled for June 12.

Thank you to local history
enthusiast David Heard for

organizing a guided tour through
historic downtown Aurora on
May 29th, where he both edu-
cated and entertained young
and old alike with stories of spir-
its and history of the old town.

After the walk, everyone
gathered at the Filly & Firkin Pub. 

Thank you also goes to
Cathy Myers, Manager of Filly &
Firkin in Aurora who closed the
Yonge Street pub for the evening
to allow for the private world pre-
miere screening of the Rescue
Medium show that was taped on
location earlier this year with
Jackie Dennison and Alison
Wynne-Ryder.   Ms. Myers and
employee Bradley Mok were the
stars of the episode that will air
shortly on TV.

Ms. Myers very generously
provided a variety of delicious
pub fare to all ticket holders, in
addition to donating $1,000 for
the event.

Mr. Heard is matching that
donation from A Step In Time.  

After the premiere screening
that ended to loud applause,
guests were well entertained by
singer/guitarist Pat Mete, a for-
mer Auroran.

A silent auction with many
valuable items including a Maple
Leafs jersey and framed prints
was also available for bidding.  

A second guided tour and

show has been added for June
12th due to popular demand -
you won't want to miss it! 

Tickets are $20 with all pro-
ceeds to be shared by Heart &
Stroke Foundation and Crohns
and Colitis Foundation of
Canada.

Tickets can be purchased at
the Filly & Firkin or from David
Heard at the Aurora Farmers’
Market, which runs Saturdays
from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.   

Thank you to David Heard
and Cathy Myers for organizing
this historic event for local resi-
dents.  Thanks also to Pat Mete
for providing entertainment, to
the staff of Filly & Firkin for sup-
porting the event, to those who
donated items to the silent auc-
tion, and to everyone behind the
scenes who made this such a
resounding success and enter-
taining evening.

Nancy Brouillard
Area Manager
York Region North
Heart & Stroke Foundation 

Woman says Holmes is Mr. Self-Righteous
To the editor,

Re:  Mark Holmes’ letter -

The Auroran, Week of May

31, 2011.

Mr. Self-Righteous, aka

Mark Holmes, is certainly enti-

tled to his opinion, as are Mr. &

Mrs. Goody Two-shoes.

As Peter Drost mentions in

his letter, (The Auroran, May

31), “The rustic days of trains

chugging through town blow-

ing their brass whistles are

long gone.” I am of the same

opinion.  

I ask, how many people

have been killed at the train

crossings in Aurora, ever?

I ask, were they obeying the

laws?  With four, count ‘em,

four level crossings in Aurora,

where can you live in this town

that you will NOT hear the train

whistles?

Sleep deprivation is a real

and present danger and as

Christopher Watts recently

mentions in his blurb, 100

Watts (The Auroran, May 17)

“Reconnecting this past week

with an old friend I learned that

he had a recent scare after

passing out at work. After

undergoing several tests...the

real root of his problem was

discovered:  sleep deprivation.“

Yet, when I brought it up in

my letter to the editor of The

Auroran, June 22, Christopher

Watts was incensed enough to

'give me' an Ass-Hat on his

blog, as follows:    

“To Phyllis Mahon who

wrote a whiny letter to The

Auroran in which says she will

be very happy to move so she

doesn't have to be woken up

by the train whistles. 

To which I say the next train

leaves in...oh wait, I don't have

a schedule, tell you what one

will be along shortly why don't

you just listen for the next whis-

tle.

Perhaps Mr. Watts has a

different opinion now?  

I repeat what I said in my

letter of June 22, 2010 – it’s

been proven that someone

who’s sleep-deprived and driv-

ing a vehicle is as dangerous

as a drunk driver, if not more

so.

P. Cooke mentions in his

letter to The Auroran (May 24)

that he can recall at least four

deaths along these tracks.

Were these deaths at the

points where the whistles are

to be sounded?

Or somewhere the people

shouldn't have been in the first

place?

I believe people need to

take responsibility for them-

selves and their actions.

Use your head, Mark

Holmes – no one has suggest-

ed never using the whistle.

As a matter of fact, if you

refer to a report of the

Transportation and Works

Committee Regional Council

Meeting of February 21, 2008,

it states, “Even if a local munic-

ipality enacts an anti-whistling

by-law at a location, the train

operator still has discretionary

use of the train whistle.”    

An automated horn system

has been suggested in that

same report but apparently at

that time the use of automated

horn systems was not

approved as there were no

standards for these systems

and no criteria for their use.

Has this changed since 2008?

Why does the decibel level

of the train whistle have to be

loud enough to blow you off

your feet?  Can it be lowered?

Car horns are a warning

device and cars are nowhere

near the size of a train, which

should be obviously visible and

avoidable.

Why can’t train whistles

have a similar sound/decibel

level?

Just a few things to think

about. And, yes, Christopher, I

still live in Aurora.

My house is for sale and it

will be good to move away

from Aurora.

Mark Holmes so patroniz-

ingly welcomes new residents

to a little town he’s called home

for 50 years.

I’ll be happy to call Aurora

my ex-hometown.

P. Mahon

Aurora
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By Frank Klees 
MPP Newmarket-Aurora 

If you haven't seen them yet, you will.
Political attack ads that paint Tim Hudak and the Ontario PC Party

as being opposed to all that is good in Ontario.
The message of these ads is clear - only Dalton McGuinty will

continue to give so-called Working Families what they need...and if
that doesn't sound like the battle cry of a special interest group, I don't
know what is.

And who's paying the millions of dollars to produce and air these
political attack ads? 

Working Families... 
The tag lines on the ads tell us that they are being paid for

by....Working Families.
Most will assume that this organization is made up of the typical,

hard working families in their neighborhood.
But who is this Working Families group really? 
According to their website, Working Families is a not-for-profit

organization made up of the following unions: Ontario English
Catholic Teachers' Association, Ontario Secondary School Teachers'
Federation, Elementary Teachers Federation of Ontario, Canadian
Auto Workers, Ontario Nurses Association, Service Employees
International Union, International Brotherhood of Boilermakers Local
128, The Millwrights, The Painters District Council Local 46, Ontario
Pipe Trades Council, International Union of Operating Engineers
Local 793, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, and last
but not least, the Provincial Building and Construction Trades
Council.

So, it's not your typical working families at all. It's a collective of
unions, whose bosses have decided that they will pool their financial
resources to launch a political media campaign with the sole purpose
of re-electing Dalton McGuinty.   

In other words, this organization is really a front for the Liberal
Party of Ontario, but escapes the scrutiny and financial restrictions of
political parties.

Some questions you might want to ask:
1) Why not be truthful and declare who is really behind these polit-

ical ads? 
Perhaps it's because the union leaders behind this campaign

know, that the integrity of their message would be questioned if peo-

ple knew the true source of their message. And they're betting that
few would bother to dig deep enough, to discover who is behind
these political messages. 

2) Why would this group of unions want to ensure that Dalton
McGuinty is re-lected? 

Because Dalton McGuinty sold out to every demand made by
these unions since becoming Premier in 2003. From unaffordable
public sector wage settlements, to legislative changes such as the
elimination of secret ballots for union certification votes, it's clear
who's controlling the agenda.  

3) How will the unions associated with this Working Families
group pay for this multi-million dollar political campaign?

Individual members of these unions will have no choice but to pay
up.

For example, the Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association
(OECTA), a member of the Working Families group, recently
announced to its members that they would have to pay an addition-
al $60 levy to fund this upcoming political action campaign. Based on
a membership of 45,000, this will generate almost $3 million for an
ad campaign to support Dalton McGuinty's re-election and 
specifically attack Tim Hudak and PC candidates.

And that's from just one union associated with this group. 
4) How do front line teachers and members of other unions asso-

ciated with the Working Families group feel about being forced to
contribute to a political campaign with which they may well disagree? 

In the wake of the OECTA announcement, I have had many calls
from teachers who resent being forced to make what amounts to
forced political contributions.

To the credit of York Region OECTA delegates, according to the
April 1st President's Newsletter, York delegates were not convinced
it was necessary. 

Still, the resolution passed, and all York Region teachers who are
members of this union will be forced to fund this campaign.   

And just this past week, it was revealed that Ontario's Catholic
teachers are being surveyed by their association to see if they would
be willing to take time out of classroom duties in September to work
for a union-endorsed candidate.

The SpeakforChildren.ca survey asks teachers if they are a

member of a political party, and if so which one?
Interesting that OECTA President James Ryan confirmed that

there are no PC candidates on their list of endorsed candidates.
5) How does OECTA justify forcing its members to fund political

attack ads ?
In a March 23, 2010, letter, OECTA President Ryan states that the

election of a Conservative government under Tim Hudak would
"threaten the common good, particularly education".

In the same letter, Mr. Ryan makes a number of statements about
the policies of the PC party that he claims are a threat to public edu-
cation. None of the policies referenced by Mr. Ryan are in the PC plat-
form.

I believe Mr. Ryan is as out of touch with the real working families
of our province, as is Dalton McGuinty.

First, unionized or not, people don't want to be, and should not be
forced to support any political agenda against their will. A 2008
Nanos Research survey showed that 78 per cent of unionized work-
ers disagreed with having their dues used to fund advertising cam-
paigns that oppose political parties.

Second, to assume that just because someone belongs to a
union, they support or oppose a particular party, is equally out of
touch. There's a reason that Oshawa, the largest auto town in
Ontario, with the largest local of the Canadian Auto Workers union,
has voted solidly Conservative since 1995.

Union members make their own decisions when it comes to the
ballot box and vote based on what they believe is best for them and
their families. That's why the PCs changebook commits to "pay-
cheque protection" to allow union members to opt out of supporting
political causes through their dues. 

Will Working Families be able to buy a provincial government ?
I know that the real working families of Aurora and Newmarket will

make their own decisions about who to trust when it comes to lead-
ership for our province. And I'm confident that Ontarians will base
their voting decisions on what they believe is right and in the best
interest of their family, their community and their province. 

As always, I welcome your comments and advice. Please feel
free to contact me through my website at www.frankklees.com or by
calling 905-750-0019. 

Can “Working Families” 
buy provincial election?

Frankly Speaking

Lois Brown
Stability, prosperity, security

By Lois Brown 
MP Newmarket-Aurora 

Canada continues to be one of the world's top-performing
advanced economies, but the global economic environment
remains uncertain.

We must act now to protect our recovery and set the foun-
dations for long-term growth.

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Stephen Harper,
the Government will deliver on its commitments and be there
for all Canadians - for individuals, for families and for all
regions of the country - working together to move Canada for-
ward.

Specifically, the Government will focus on: supporting jobs
and growth by implementing the next phase of Canada's eco-
nomic action plan, which will include further steps to promote
a stable, low-tax environment; develop a highly skilled and
flexible workforce; support innovation and the adoption of new
technologies, and expand access to markets abroad; eliminat-
ing the deficit one year earlier by making responsible choices
and reducing the cost of government, ensuring that the econ-

omy can continue to grow and create jobs; supporting hard-
working families by helping seniors make ends meet and con-
tinuing to help Canadians save for their retirement; by support-
ing family caregivers and helping parents who want to provide
their children with opportunities to discover their creative pas-
sions; standing on guard for Canada by celebrating our her-
itage; by developing Canada's extraordinary resource wealth
in a way that protects the environment; and by continuing to
stand for what is right on the world stage, including through our
missions in Afghanistan and Libya; supporting law-abiding
Canadians by reintroducing comprehensive law-and-order
legislation to combat crime and terrorism; by protecting the
most vulnerable and working to prevent crime by addressing
the problem of violence against women and girls; and by rein-
troducing legislation to clarify and strengthen laws on self-
defence, defence of property and citizen's arrest; helping com-
munities and industries by ending the long-gun registry; by
continuing to support Canada's traditional industries; and by

addressing the barriers to social and economic participation
faced by many Aboriginal Canadians; promoting integrity and
accountability by reintroducing legislation to reform the Senate
and restore fair representation in the House of Commons; by
taking steps to phase out direct taxpayer subsidies to federal
political parties; and by ensuring that citizens, the private sec-
tor and other partners have improved access to the workings
of government.

The economy remains the Government's top priority.
Budget 2011, the Next Phase of Canada's Economic Action
Plan, will build on the progress already made and ensure
Canada remains one of the world's top-performing advanced
economies.

Please contact me anytime by phone at 905-953-7515 or
by e-mail at Lois.Brown@parl.gc.ca or visit my website at
www.loisbrown.ca to complete a Consulting with You survey.

I welcome your ideas and suggestions on these or any
other issues. 
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

h10000000000000’’’’’’’

Maria Jagodkin, Evelyn Grant, Jordana Goldman, Barry Goldman, Max Goldman, Charlie Stark, George
Marshall, Mark Grant, Matt Powell and Maya Goldman wrap hockey equipment prior to it being sent to a
Yukon location, following a disastrous arena fire recently. Equipment sent came from Aurora.

Auroran photo by Rob Schuetze

10 skids of equipment
sent to Yukon location
To the editor,

I heard of the community
centre/arena fire in Ross

River, Yukon, a small com-
munity northeast of
Whitehorse consisting of
primarily First Nations peo-

ple, on the radio the morn-
ing after it happened. Upon
further investigation, real-
ized that the Town of Aurora
would be able to help out in
the hockey equipment area.

I contacted the Aurora
Minor Hockey Association
and advertised an equip-
ment drive through the
association.

Collection was at the
ARC for two weeks during
the recent tryouts for next
season.

There was an over-
whelming response from
the people of Aurora.

Donations of equipment
came in from our local resi-
dents and their friends and
co-workers.

The largest donations
came from Stephen
Dempsey who donated York
University equipment which
had been updated, Adam
Lye, who had 10 hockey
bags from a previous
equipment drive and Doug
Adair of Rec Cycle, who
volunteered to sharpen the
more than 160 pairs of
donated skates.

On Wednesday May 25,
we packed the 90 large
hockey bags and boxes

onto 10 skids and had them
loaded on a transport truck
on its way to Edmonton,
Whitehorse and then even-
tually to Ross River.

The collected equipment
consisted of everything
hockey related; shoulder,
elbow and shin pads, hock-
ey bags, neck guards,
skates, pants, helmets and
cages, sticks, gloves, even
quite a few goalie pads and
some people were thought-
ful enough to add water
bottles, hockey tape, soc-
cer balls and shoes and
some winter hockey jack-
ets.

There were numerous
bags which we filled with
just hockey jerseys and
hockey socks.

I am sure the town of
Ross River will be very
colourful this fall once the
gear is distributed and they
are sure to love black,
white, and yellow, the
Aurora Tiger's colours,
which the majority of cloth-
ing came from.

Thank you, Aurora, for
being so generous.

Maria Goldman
Aurora

Farmers’ market offers
thanks for Town support
To the editor,

On behalf of the Aurora
Farmers' Market, I just want to
thank the community for such
excellent support in welcom-
ing back our vendors this sea-
son to Wells Street.

We opened on May 7 and
had our Grand opening on
May 28 hosting throngs of
people every week.  

We are working very hard
to bring you a great market
experience - for the young, old
and something-in-betweens.

Our executive wants to
ensure a pleasant and safe
place to meet and greet your
friends, neighbours and com-
munity.

We actively review the lay-
out of the  market to ensure it
flows at a relaxing pace with
minimal disruptions of bottle-
necks.

For your convenience, our
farmers and food vendors are
located on Wells Street, while
our Artisans and Community
Groups are placed in the Town
Park to provide a variety of

interesting sights and smells.
We feature fresh, locally

grown produce; preserves,
honey, baked goods and deli-
cious food; garden, herb and
decorative plants; cooking
demonstration every market
day at 11 a.m. featuring one of
our farmer vendors, (located
on the west side of the park);
logo contest: open May 28 -
June 11: enter at
AFMlogocontest@gmail.com.
The winner receives $100
Market Dollars on June 25;
special event dates: June 25,
July 9, 16, and 30, August 13
and 27, Sept.10, Oct. 8 
and 29.

Every week we hope to
bring the community some-
thing fun and interesting, while
keeping the spirit of a true
farmers' market alive.

To avoid parking tickets,
patrons of the market can
park at the GO Train parking
lot if legal street parking is full.

Anna Kroeplin
Chair,
Aurora Farmers' Market

Another walk 
is scheduled
Sunday, June 12
To the editor,

There was certainly an
incredible amount of energy
present at our May walk.

Attendees went away with
smiles and strong sense that
they were part of something
much bigger. The episode with-
out a doubt was a success.

The comments shared with
me still resonate today. Those
who have seen other episodes
of Rescue Mediums said this
one was unique.

Aurora has another first in its
historical cap.

I remember back in 1991 a
TV movie was filmed on Centre
Street in town.

An old row-house located on
the corner of Wells Street and
Centre was part of the mini-
series set. "Conspiracy of
Silence" was a brutal account of
the murder (1971) of an Indian
woman in Manitoba. It told the
20-year-tale of police finally find-
ing her four killers.

The episode of Rescue
Mediums that we premiered is a
much happier event.

During the viewing and after;
people cheered, cried, and cele-
brated.

I am not going to give up the
ghost and throw in a spoiler.

You will need to show up
June 12.

We will again have a historic
walk and return to the Filly &
Firkin for viewing of shocking
video footage from inside the bar
and the episode.

Once again we will leave
from the front of the Aurora
Cultural Centre at 7 p.m.

Tickets are available from the
Filly & Firkin and the A Step in
Time booth at the Aurora
Farmers’ Market.

One hundred per cent of all
funds raised will go to the Heart
and Stroke and Crohn's and
Colitis Foundations.

Aurora is a wonderful 
town full of rich and 

prosperous history.
It is also still a little communi-

ty full of mystery.
Please come and experi-

ence some of that magic on
June 12. 

I recall a song by the Bee
Gees entitled Spirits Having
Flown.

Ever since the premiere 
I can’t get that song out of my
head.

I think it's Annie's fault.

David Heard
Aurora

Compostable
bags are free
at this store
To the editor,

On a recent visit to Home
Hardware, I was pleasantly sur-
prised to find my purchase
bagged in a compostable bag at
no charge.

I bought compostable bags
long before they were made
mandatory, but thought that
many families on limited
incomes must find them difficult
to afford, even if they might wish
to do so.

Although retail companies
defend their charges on ordi-
nary plastic bags by saying they
donate to recycling, I would
much rather have the option of
being in control of my own
donation.

It seems we also have HST
added so a five cent bag actual-
ly costs seven cents.

If one store is capable of giv-
ing free compostable bags, why
can't all the others follow suit?

I commend Home Hardware
for their commitment to the 
environment.

Alma Durkin
Aurora
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CALL FOR ENTRIES

Barton
retirement 
residence

17290 Leslie St., 
Newmarket

905-967-1331

Aurora 
Resthaven 

32 Mill St., 
Aurora

905-727-1939

Park Place 
Manor
15055 Yonge St., 

Aurora
905-727-2952

w w w . s e n i o r s t a r . c a

If you are a talented singer or musician, over the age of 65,  
call to find out about our Senior Star competition.

FINALS: JUNE 16TH • 2:30PM • Royal Canadian Legion Aurora
Visit any of our locations to pick-up your registration form or tickets to the show.
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Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 

Val
ue 
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Hom
emade
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vlak
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h &
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W
ra

ps
 

G
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os
 

Fre
sh

 Sa
lad

s 
(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

 
Chris Armstrong 

Sales  Representat ive  

“Your First Great Decision”

carmstrong@trebnet.com
www.carmstrong.ca

905-727-3154

Rec Cycle N’ Sports!
15483 Yonge St. Aurora, across from Howard Johnson Hotel 

Main Location:

up toup to

905-841-5757

BMX • Freestyle • Dirt

Available at:

25% OFF25% OFF
BIKE CLEARANCEBIKE CLEARANCE

SPRING TUNE-UPS – ONLY $39.99 + parts & tax

LIMITED LIMITED 
SPRING SPRING 
DELIVERYDELIVERY

Committee debates uses for Whitwell funds
Two councils later and

there is still debate on how
the money provided to the
Town by Whitwell
Developments (Smart
Centres) for improving the
downtown core should be
spent.

This lack of consensus
was illustrated last week in
a discussion on whether or
not the money in the
account, which was provid-
ed to the Town by the devel-
opers to keep the downtown
business area in shape from
competition from the new
developments near the 404,
should be used to spruce up
area heritage-style street
lights.

According to Ilmar
Simanovskis, Aurora's
Director of Infrastructure, an
option was available to
replace the existing 33 her-
itage-style street lights run-
ning from Yonge and
Wellington in the north to
Church Street in the south

at a cost $350,000.
"The Council direction

was to use the funding pro-
vided by Whitwell
Developments as part of a
contribution made for the
improvement of the down-
town core," said Mr.
Simanovskis. "This funding
is currently retained under
the Whitwell donation
reserve account and has a
current balance of $135,214
as of December. The pro-
posed projects are eligible
for this funding."

In his report, however, he
noted 23 of the 33 poles
installed in 1997 could be
improved with a simple
paint job. Four of the
remaining poles are off-cen-
tre, one has a "minor wob-
ble" and is currently on the
Municipal to-do list, and one
pole is in "general poor con-
dition."

"Several poles have
other minor problems such
as missing receptacle cov-

ers and loosened scroll
arms, etc.," he noted. 

For Councillor Sandra
Humfryes, the second
option of replacing the poles
with a similar style repre-
sented a "long-term view"
that should be explored.

"I think it is really impor-
tant for us to think about,
through the revitalization of
the downtown core, to
include it perhaps in the
2012 budgeting process
that is coming up and to
perhaps look at the side-
walk, curb, and some of that
type of repair as well," she
said. "I think it is important
for us to figure out a long-
term view of what we're try-
ing to do for the downtown
core."

While Councillor Evelyn
Buck, who originally asked
for this report, said repairing
and painting the poles was
enough for her, the possibil-
ity of using money from the
Whitwell account to do so

set off a "red flag" for
Councillor Chris Ballard.

"The funds that Whitwell
gave to us and we negotiat-
ed from Whitwell were not to
be for regular maintenance
type things," he said. "This
is a Town asset that should
be maintained because it is
a Town asset. The next thing
we'll be fixing potholes in
the downtown core, side-
walks, curbs, etc., using up
that Whitwell money which
was negotiated for the very
specific purpose for the
restoration and develop-
ment of the downtown core.
I don't see how regular
maintenance fits into that."

Councillor Buck, howev-
er, said she did not have
any misgivings "either way"
about using money from the
funds or repairing the poles
through the regular mainte-
nance process, but, she
noted, this is not simply
"regular maintenance”.

"These heritage lamps

are only in the heritage area
of the downtown. They are
not anywhere else. They
were part of the special proj-
ect to bring back something
special to the downtown
area so I don't have any
concern about using some
of those funds that were put
towards assisting the mer-
chants in the downtown
area to help them combat
the competition from Smart
Centres," she said. "I see
keeping those small bits and
pieces we have in the down-

town area and keeping them
in good shape...as con-
tributing to the wellbeing of
the business in the down-
town area."

Councillors ultimately
voted to go with the $17,000
repair and paint job pro-
posed by Mr. Simanovskis.

Councillor Humfryes,
however, was cautious
about future repairs in the
downtown area.

"I don't want to lose track
of that long-term vision,"
she said. 

Newmarket-Aurora MP reappointed
Prime Minister Stephen

Harper has reappointed
Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois
Brown as Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of
International Cooperation.

"I am honoured by the
renewed opportunity to serve
as Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of
International Cooperation,"
said Ms. Brown. "It is an enor-
mous privilege to represent

Newmarket-Aurora as
Member of Parliament and I
am grateful for the faith resi-
dents placed in me on May 2.
I look forward to continuing to
work hard at delivering
results on their behalf.”

As Parliamentary
Secretary Ms. Brown will
assist the Minister of
International Cooperation by
supporting productive dia-
logue between

Parliamentarians and the
Minister.

The Minister of
International Cooperation is
responsible for Canada's
overseas development assis-
tance through the Canadian
International Development
Agency (CIDA).

Lois Brown was first elect-
ed to the House of Commons
in October 2008 and re-elect-
ed in 2011. She was appoint-

ed Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of
International Cooperation in
January 2011.

Parliament returned  on
June 2. The House 
of Commons elected its
Speaker the same day, as its
first order of business.

The Speech from the
Throne was read by the
Governor General in the
Senate on June 3.
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presents
    THEATRE         AURORA

Box Office: 905.727.3669 • Email: taboxoffice@bellnet.ca
www.theatreaurora.com

June 3, 4, 10, 11, 2011 
Curtain 8:00 p.m.  

Theatre Aurora
150 Henderson Drive, Aurora

Theatre Aurora Young Company’s 
Production of 

Charles Way’s
Red Red
Shoes

Produced by permission of Aurora Metro Press

Tickets $19 
(Students $5)

Produced by Jo-anne Spitzer
Directed by Andrea Emmerton

Custom Kitchens
 

Remodelling Centre
Granite/Quartz Countertops

Modern Faucets & Sinks 
All Types of Plumbing & Glass Shower Doors 

Carpeting  • Tile • Steam Baths 
Plank hardwood Floor and Stairs

Iron Pickets 

13025 Yonge Street, Oak Ridges 
905-773-9444 or 416-209-2820

 Bath&

This is the group who will operate the new Royal Bank branch, which held its

official opening Saturday. They are, left to right, Clara Lee, Laurence Chua,

Helen Preston, George Tsvetanov, Whitney Gebbie, Richard Mayer, Nancy

DiSante, Victor Turcan, Lucy D'Amico, Aileen Lee, and manager Tim Laronde.

The branch is located at  14785 Yonge St., Unit 101, south of Dunning Avenue.
Auroran photo by David Falconer 

Wells’ house to come down
Council passed a final

resolution without comment
last week to "not oppose"
the demolition of the 1841
Wells House in south Aurora,
the first permanent home of
early area settler William
Wells, to make way for the
Westhill golf course and
housing development near
Leslie Street and
Bloomington Road.

As The Auroran reported,
council passed a staff rec-
ommendation to "not
oppose" the demolition of
the listed property and its
removal from the register of
historic properties at the pre-
vious week's general com-
mittee meeting.

Along with their approval
came the recommendation
to also undertake a full
measured architectural doc-
umentation of the floor plans
and elevations of the struc-
ture at Westhill's expense.

According to a report sub-
mitted by Marco Ramunno,
Aurora's Director of
Planning, the home is
viewed as the likely first per-
manent home of William
Wells.

In a 2007 evaluation, the
building was found to be "a
remarkable example of an
1840s settler's house”.

As such, the Heritage
Advisory Committee at the
time recommended that a
section of the house be
retained with the provision
that any future development
would allow for the re-loca-
tion and/or restoration of the
building. 

This recommendation
was approved by the council
of the day, but according to a
report Mr. Ramunno, as the
building has been vacant for
quite some time, "its physical
condition has deteriorated
significantly" and the "oppor-
tunity for preservation might
present a challenge”. 

For one member of the
Heritage Advisory
Committee who made the
initial recommendation to the
previous council, the recent
change in direction not to
oppose the demolition was

disappointing. 
"I was part of the Aurora

Heritage Advisory
Committee at the time of the
recommendations and I
[still] agree with those rec-
ommendations," said local
historian and former com-
mittee member Jacqueline
Stuart. "If the older part of
the house cannot be saved,
it can at least be recorded. I
guess we always feel regret-
ful when these old buildings
go, if they have to go."

Ms. Stuart said the
assessment of the expert
consultant retained in 2007
to evaluate the property is
indicative of the significance
of the home.

"It is a surprisingly good
example of a settler's house
in the 1840s, just as it said
in the report," she said.
"There aren't too many of
those left around here, so
that's it. It tells us something
about how those fairly early
- although the 1840s is get-

ting on a bit - how those very
early settlers were living."

While she said she
regrets the house was neg-
lected to a point where it
may be impractical to
restore or move, it is a
conundrum that has been
facing similar heritage bod-
ies across the province.

"I don't think any heritage
committee or its equivalent
in Ontario has figured that
out," said Ms. Stuart on how
advisory committees can
ensure properties designat-
ed under the Heritage Act
are cared for to maintain
their integrity. "I'm afraid it
often comes down to dollars
and cents. People who might
be interested in a structure
of that sort might not be able
to afford the large sums that
it takes to maintain it.

"People who own it and
aren't particularly interested
may not be willing to spend
their business dollars on it.

“It is a huge problem."

AURORA HIGH

Shor tly after student
council elections took
place to select members
for next year, the current
and incoming council
began preparations for a
fresh start in the fall.

The council, super-
vised by Timothy Cox,
str ives to create a
favourable environment
for students.

The 2011-2012 presi-
dent, Adam Suleman,
said the new council
intends to hold more
open discussions and
meetings with students in
an effort to benefit the
student body and create
more awareness regard-
ing the council's role as
leaders in the school.  

Another initiative the
council hopes to achieve
next year is a peer men-
toring program.

Council members and
other leaders in the
school would act as peer
tutors to those in need.

The council organizes
spir it days to make
school a more enriching
experience for everyone.

As exams approach,
the council has organized

a 'nerd day' for students
to express their inner-
geek.   Prizes are to be
awarded to those wearing
the best costumes.

To increase spir it
around the school, the
council held a contest to
name the school mascot,
the eagle.

After a student vote,
the mascot has been
named 'Smeagle the
Eagle', and will be there
to cheer on the school's
athletes next year.  

With only a few weeks
left in the school year,
council has been organiz-
ing a breakfast for this
year's graduates, on
behalf of the entire
school.

The breakfast, in hon-
our of the Grade 12s will
celebrate their t ime at
Aurora High.

In addition to a grad
breakfast, the council
organized a teacher
appreciation breakfast,
set for exam review day.  

Aurora High's student
council acts as a bridge
between the students and
the administration, where
council members commu-

nicate the needs and
desires of the entire stu-
dent body.    

Next year's council
comprises a smaller
group, including a mix-
ture of new and returning
members who plan to
work from the solid foun-
dation laid out by this
year's council while 
growing and contributing
as a new council.

Aurora High student council
plans for a successful year

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?

Expecting a baby

at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/

Professional?

A Civic minded

Business interested 

in sponsoring 

Welcome Wagon?

Please call
1-866-873-9913
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Call the experts for a free consultation

416-418-7885 
1-877-895-9766 www.glidingshelf.ca

Made in Canada

Convert your 
existing cabinets 
with custom 
gliding shelves

Gliding�Shelf�Solutions�Inc.

• Quality Canadian craftsmanship
• Professional consultation and installation 
• The best warranty in the industry

Here’s a chance to help set a Guinness record
Machell Park will offer

something for everyone
June 25, as the park
plays host to Wish Mania,
a fundraising event
which, through the
Children's Wish
Foundation, wil l  work
toward sending an
Aurora teen with
Duchene Muscular
Dystrophy on a dream
trip to Italy.

"Like other kids his
age, Andrew is a very
sociable teenager and
enjoys being with peo-
ple," said Children's Wish
in a statement. "He loves
soccer, video games,
Lego, being on the com-
puter and watching TV.
When Andrew was only
three years old, he was
diagnosed with Duchene
Muscular Dystrophy, a
disease that causes pro-
gressive muscle degen-
eration. Now due to ill-
ness, at the age of 13 he
is limited in his abilities
and rel ies on using a
wheelchair as he is able
to walk only short dis-
tances."

The Children's Wish
Foundation was contact-
ed by Andrew's father
earlier this year, and they
were informed that his
"most hear t-felt wish"
would be to travel to Italy
to take in both its scenic
and its culinary delights. 

"My wish is to have a

tasty and relaxing guided
tour of Italy which
includes Rome, Naples,
Amalfi Coast, Florence,
Venice, and Pisa," said
Andrew in a statement.
"I chose this wish
because I love Ital ian
food and culture and I
want to see its beauty."

Wish Mania, organized
by Aurora resident Shay
Pileggi, is working to
help make this dream a
reality. In events as
diverse as attempting to
break the Guinness
Record for the largest
human smiley face to hot
air balloon r ides and
celebr ity guests, Ms.
Pileggi said the event
offers attractions for peo-
ple young and old.

"I wanted something
that every member of the
family could enjoy and
that is the basis I went
on," said Ms. Pileggi. 

"I tried to get [guests
and enter tainers] that
would appeal to the
young kids, so we've got
the Music with Br ian
show at 10 a.m. for the
small kids and we've got
face painting and a
jumpy castle, and those
kinds of things for the lit-
tle ones. We've got a vin-
tage car show for the
men, the silent auction is
there for everyone,
Family Channel is there
for teens and tweens,

and we've got some peo-
ple coming out for the
women and the men."

Addit ional guests at
press time included par-
enting exper t and TV
personality Nanny
Robina (CityLine), radio
host Jim Richards (News
Talk 1010), Lindsay
Hamilton (Family
Channel), Dylan Everett,
Demetrius Joyette, and
Brittany Adams from the
show "Wingin' I t",
Delayne Dr ive, the
Endless Summer tribute
to the Beach Boys, and

HGTV personality
Ambrose Prise will lead
10 kids on an "on-stage
decorating adventure."

Par ticipants will also
be able to enjoy a barbe-
cue provided by the
Aurora's Optimist Club,
an ice cream truck, hot
air balloon r ides, per-
formances from the
Canadian National Youth
Circus, an Aurora's
Funniest Pet Trick con-
test, judged by staff from
Aurora's Abbotsford
Animal Hospital and
Newmarket's Alpha

Paws, and a chance to
get into the Guinness
Book of World Records.

"Officially now Croatia
has the record for the
World's Largest Human
Smiley Face," said Ms.
Pileggi. "They achieved
that on May 6 with 769
par ticipants, but I am
await ing confirmation
from Guinness regarding
an attempt made in the
United Kingdom in March
with 1,349 participants. 

"I basically would like
to put a call out to the
public for attendance to

help us break this record
because I am looking to
beat 1,349!"

Wish Mania is current-
ly looking for volunteers
for the June 25 event. If
you would like to partici-
pate either as a volun-
teer or by coming out
and having a great time,
contact Ms. Pileggi via
email at wishma-
nia.aurora@gmail.com.

The park opens at 11
a.m. and festivities kick
off with a performance by
the Canadian National
Youth Circus at 11.30.

Seniors Duplicate
Bridge results

Monday, May 30:
Nor th/South: Mary
Oglanby and Joan
Rotenberg;  Rose White
and Gloria Smith;

Carol Gordon and

Marg Cyr East/West:
Dennis McFadden and
Frank Lablans; Noreen
Hashem and Marion
Warburton; Greta Ogden
and Judy Salmon.
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.caSPORTS
Aurora helps northern community

The following story
appeared in the Whitehorse
Star and is reprinted here.

By JUSTINE DAVIDSON
Star Reporter

When Maria Jagodkin of
Aurora, Ont. heard about the
March fire which destroyed not
only Ross River’s recreational
centre, but also much of the
town’s hockey equipment, the
story struck at the very heart of
what it means to be a sports
mom.

“My kids play hockey and
my daughter figure skates, so I
know how important a rink is in
such a small centre,” Jagodkin
said this week from her home
about 40 kilometres north of
Toronto. “I thought, ‘These
poor people,I know we can do
something about that, just me
alone with all the stuff I have in
my garage, never mind every-
one else in town.’”

“Aurora,” Jagodkin said, “is
a very hockey oriented
town.They have between 26
and 30 teams in the junior
hockey association alone,
made up of 1,500 players from
ages five to 17. The town of
about 50,000 people also
boasts a Junior A team, the
Aurora Tigers, not to mention
the oldtimers and rec hockey
players.

Jagodkin just happened to
hear about the Ross River fire
as tryouts for next year’s rep
teams were set to begin.

She figured it was the per-
fect time to get people to bring
any extra equipment down to
the rink.

“Everyone associated with
a rep team would be there at
some point,” she said. “I
thought, ‘You’re coming to the
rink anyway; you’re bringing a
kid and a bunch of gear any-
way, so just look in your
garage and bring it down.’”

She contacted the local
hockey association and got its
blessing to hold the equipment
drive, then wrote a letter to the
Star, asking someone in the
Yukon to contact her with any
suggestions on how to get the
goods up North.

“Sarah (Mosavi), who
works at the Star, was the only
person to get back to me, but it
turned out she knew exactly
who to call,” Jagodkin said.

Mosavi put Jagodkin in

touch with Janet Lee-Sheriff,
vice-president of First Nations
relations at Golden Predator
Corp., one of the companies
which first came forward to
help Ross River rebuild the
arena after the fire.

“Janet stepped right up.
She’s been in charge of trans-
portation. At first she wanted to
do it by air, but I said, ‘No way,
we’ve got too much stuff!’”

By that time, the donations
had started rolling in, and
Jagodkin was almost over-
whelmed by the amount of
equipment she was getting.

“After I had planned it all, I
started to get worried no one
would bring anything, then a
couple of days before, I
thought, ‘What if I get too much
stuff?’ which turned out to be
more what happened,” she
said.

Over eight days and with
help from a number of Grade
12 students who volunteered
as part of their graduation
requirements, Jagodkin col-
lected what ultimately amount-
ed to 10 pallets loaded with
hockey equipment. 

In total, they collected 90
hockey bags, 160 pairs of
skates, and a whole team’s
worth of equipment from the
local university.

“The largest donations
came from Stephen Dempsey,
who donated York University
equipment which had been
updated, Adam Lye, who had
10 hockey bags from a previ-
ous equipment drive and
Doug Adair of Rec Cycle, who
volunteered to sharpen the
over-160 pairs of donated
skates,” Jagodkin wrote in
Aurora’s local paper, The
Auroran.

“On Wednesday, May 25,
we packed the 90 large hock-
ey bags and boxes onto 10
skids and had them loaded on
a transport truck on its way to
Edmonton, Whitehorse and
then eventually to Ross River,”
she wrote.

“The collected equipment
consisted of everything hock-
ey-related: shoulder, elbow
and shin pads, hockey bags,
neck guards, skates, pants,
helmets and cages, sticks,
gloves, even quite a few goalie
pads and some people were
thoughtful enough to add
water bottles, hockey tape,
soccer balls and shoes and

some winter hockey jackets.
“There were numerous

bags which we filled with just
hockey jerseys and hockey
socks. I am sure the town of
Ross River will be very colour-
ful this fall once the gear is dis-
tributed and they are sure to
love black, white, and yellow,
the Aurora Tigers’ colours,
which the majority of clothing
came from. Thank you, Aurora,
for being so generous.”

And the generosity didn’t
end with used equipment.

Jagodkin’s son’s hockey
team had some cash left over
at the end of the 2010-2011
season and decided they’d like
to see it go toward the rebuild-
ing efforts, “so there’s a bit of
money in there, too,” Jagodkin
said.

In Edmonton, the pallets
will be picked up by Matco
Transportation and brought
into the Yukon.

“We plan on having up it
here by the middle of the
month,” Damon Anderson of
Matco said Thursday. “We
were hired to do the job, but
we are definitely thinking about
donating some of the cost.”

Gordon Peter, one of Ross
River’s hockey organizers, was
surprised to hear about the
donation, and said it will all be
put to good use. “We got some
equipment for the Native
Hockey Tournament,” he said.
“But they also lost a lot skates
and so on for public skate and
so on, so any other gear –
especially for the younger peo-
ple – would be very much
appreciated.”

Peter said the community is
hoping to have boards up for
an outdoor rink by the end of
the summer so Ross River
residents have somewhere to
practise their slap shots come
winter.

“They were suggesting we
use that old building but a lot of
community members took a
look at it and said it wasn’t
safe, so we are meeting this
week to talk about where we’ll
go from here,” he said.

And Ross River may get
another surprise in the form of
a couple extra pairs of hands
from Aurora.

“With the help of Janet, I
am planning to come up here
in July with one of my kids,”
Jagodkin said. “I’ll bring my
work boots and hard hat.”

Southlake Run
raises $144,000

The final numbers are in.
The 2011 edition of the A

& B Courier Run for
Southlake was an enormous
success and has secured
more than $144,000 net for
quality healthcare needs at
the Southlake Regional
Health Centre, according or
organizer Steve Hinder.

A record number of partic-
ipants, including more than
45 teams, and new online
donation capabilities all con-
tributed to the success of the
event.

"This is a remarkable
accomplishment for everyone
touched by Southlake,"
affirms A & B Courier Run for
Southlake Chair Hinder.
"People from every walk of
life have, once again, pulled
together in support of quality

healthcare, close to home."
Money raised from the A &

B Courier Run for Southlake
will be directed towards the
hospital's priority needs.

Among them are a second
Magnetic Resonance
Imaging (MRI) machine, an
enhanced Interventional
Radiology Suite and essen-
tial everyday hospital equip-
ment, like mattresses, wheel-
chairs and IV poles.  

"The success of this event
was certainly a group effort,"
Mr. Hinder said. "I want to
thank our area mayors for
leading by example, our hard-
working organizing commit-
tee and dedicated volunteers,
as well as the entire
Southlake community for
their support of Southlake - a
great treasure in our region." 

ple: remain positive and be

prepared to do the treatment.

"Think positively that the

treatments are going to work

for you, maintain your sense of

humour, maintain the good

things, and don't dwell on what

could be," he said. "I think the

mind plays a very big part in

helping you because if you're

depressed and you're sort of

losing it, I don't think your body

would fight as strongly as it

would when you have those

positive thoughts and say,

'You're going to do it, we're

going to beat this cancer', and

do everything you can."

From his perspective as a

survivor, the Canadian Cancer

Survivor ready for Friday

Cancer survivor Larry Raifman, Honorary Survivor for this Friday's Aurora Relay for Life
is doing everything he can to raise money for the Canadian Cancer Society to help
boost awareness, and increase funding for research to eradicate cancer.    

Auroran photo by David Falconer  

Society provides a good mix of

services with the money that is

raised, ranging from informa-

tion campaigns, services for

those living with the disease,

and money for research.

Research money, he said,

is particularly important in

advancing treatments, improv-

ing drugs, and eradicating the

disease altogether. 

Since he was diagnosed six

years ago, local services have

markedly improved with the

addition of the Stronach

Regional Cancer Centre to

Southlake Regional Health

Centre. 

"The nicest thing is with the

Stronach Centre opening, any-

body in the Aurora-Newmarket

area that has cancer now have

York Central and Southlake

that they can go to for treat-

ments and even for the radia-

tion treatment that I had to go

into the city for," he said. "I think

that makes it a lot easier on the

patient and on the family so

they don't have to worry about

finding a way down to either

Princess Margaret Hospital or

Sunnybrook."

The 2011 Relay for Life

begins Friday, June 10 at 7

p.m. on the grounds of Magna

International, Wellington Street

East, and concludes the follow-

ing morning at 7 a.m.

For more information, con-

tact the Canadian Cancer

Society at 905-830-0447.

From page 1
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MEN & Children 
Welcome

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Over 318
colours to 

choose from

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Group Specials 

• Artificial Nail Enhancements: 
– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm M, T & W

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

.CA

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

Established Since 2005

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. (Next to Post Office & TD Bank) 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

                                   

Dinner for 3 “A”  

GRAND OPENING 
Empire Chef Empire Chef 

Chinese Cuisine
Open style kitchen - First one in Aurora

Always fresh • No MSG • 100% vegetable oil

Only $4.99

Great lunch specials

Aurora Shopping Centre – 14800 Yonge St. 
Unit 112 - By NO FRILLS

905-503-6888 empirechefmenu.com

Now only $26.95 

BEST FOOD 
FAST TAKE-OUT 
& DELIVERY 

OPEN
7 DAYS

A WEEK
 –drink included

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

Aurora winners of the
Multimedia Film Festival of
York Region are seen here
at the Festival’s gala clos-
ing event and awards cere-
mony held at the Aurora
Cultural Centre last
Wednesday. Pictured left to
right are Joshua Ary,
Ashley Lewis and Brandon
Lewis. “Annuit Coeptis”,
directed by Alex Broughton
(inset) won three awards.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Aurorans were big win-
ners at last Wednesday's
awards ceremony for the
Multimedia Film Festival of
York Region held at the
Aurora Cultural Centee.

Aurora resident Alex
Broughton, along with pro-
ducer Kate Lumbers, took
top honours for drama with a
win for Best Drama in the
professional category for the
film Annuit Coeptis.

The film also won awards
for Best Screenplay and
Best Cinematography. 

Ashley Lewis, wearing
the triple crown of director,
producer, and writer also
won Best Cinematography
in the all-inclusive category
for her film Day 429, which
looks at body image.
Brandon Lewis won Best
Screenplay and Best Docu-
Drama in the youth category
for Sitting Small, a story
about a young man living on
the streets.

Best Drama honours in
the all-inclusive category
went to Joshua Ary for How
To Properly Watch
Television, which also took
Best Screenplay. 

Two Aurora residents
also took home awards in
the elementary school cate-
gory with first place for Best
Photo Voice in the
Elementary School
Category going to Sarah
Franken for Forever In Our
Hearts, on the fight to save
Wells Street School, and
second place going to sister
Katie Franken for The Bird
and the Swan, about meet-
ing a writing deadline. 

The Auroran caught up to
Mr. Broughton last Friday in
Winnipeg where he is acting
in the sequel to the feature
film Keep Your Head Up,
Kid: The Don Cherry Story.

In this follow-up, Mr.
Broughton plays 1960s
Montreal Canadiens goal-
tender Gump Worsley. 

As he was in Winnipeg,
Mr. Broughton got the first
indication he won after sev-
eral text messages arrived
congratulating him on win-
ning the big prize.

"It was pretty exciting,
especially as this is my first
festival as a director for
sure," he said. "It's funny
because the other film didn't
win anything and the other
film had something like four
times the budget."

When The Auroran first
spoke with Mr. Broughton
last month, he made the
prediction that the "other
film", his more conventional
offering, I Do?, about a cou-
ple discussing the finer
points of matrimony, would
be the bigger crowd pleaser.

The more "avant-garde"
Annuit Coeptis, looks at two
hit men forced to kill each
other.

At the time, he said the
film probably wouldn't fly
with most of "conservative
Aurora", but evidently there
was something in it that res-
onated with audiences.

"I think that maybe
they're almost surprised that
artistic expression can kind
of come out in Aurora
because we're not used to
any sort of festivals of art

aside from pictures and
paintings and things like
that," he said.  "There is the
Jazz Festival that is starting
to take shape in Aurora, but
besides that, there is a lack
of culture in Aurora and hav-
ing a festival like this is an
opportunity for those of us
who are able to express our-
selves artistically through
different forms.

"In Toronto it would be
common to see something
like this, but in Aurora...you
might be expecting some-
thing quite different than
what that film was.
Therefore when I was at the
Festival and people saw it,
they were refreshed by it."

The win last week gives
him some confidence that
people "actually like his
work", said Mr. Broughton,
and he said he hopes to
submit this film in other fes-
tivals next year and build on
his success. 

For his award-winning
film, Mr. Broughton said that
Europe might provide the
best markets for his film as it
is language free and able to
cross borders. While his ulti-
mate goal is to have one of
his films screened at the
Toronto International Film
Festival, Annuit Coeptis is
out of the running as it has
already had its North
American premiere.

"Right now I guess the
biggest goal would be
Cannes next year but I think
that might be a bit of the big
boys yet," he said. "Too big
for my little shoes, but my
feet are growing!"

Aurorans score well
at awards ceremony

Selkies make waves at swim meet
The Aurora Selkies Swim

Club are celebrating again
this week after some excit-
ing performances at the
Mallard's Pentathlon Swim
Meet, which took place at
the Markham Centennial
Pool recently. Twenty-one
young athletes took part in
the meet, some attending
their very first swim meet
ever. The "take home bag of
medals and ribbons" is get-
ting heavier at every meet
that the Selkies attend" says
club owner, Yvonne Cattrall.

"Personal best times
were attained by young
Selkies swimmers in 85 per
cent of the total number of
races, but above all, the
team had fun," she said.

Prominent first, second

and third place performanc-
es were made by the follow-
ing swimmers: James
Pallotto, Christina Smid,
Evan Holtby, Emilia Tinajero,
Julia Ramsay, Veronica
Balzan, Ashley Endicott,
Diego Carvalho, Mitchell
Delic, Jaden Delic, Jonathan
Bouchard, Lauren
Hemburrow and Victoria
Spiterie.

Here’s how they made
out:

Christina Smid, 10, 2nd,
100m freestyle; 2nd, 50m
freestyle.

Emilia Tinajero, 9, 1st,
50m breaststroke; 1st, 100m
Individual Medley; 1st, 50m
freestyle; 3rd, 50m butterfly;
1st, 100m backstroke; 1st,
50m backstroke.

Julia Ramsay, 9, 1st,
50m breaststroke;
2nd,100m Individual
Medley; 1st, 50m freestyle;
1st, 50m butterfly; 1st, 100m
backstroke; 1st, 50m back-
stroke.

Ashley Endicott, 10, 1st,
50m breaststroke; 2nd,
100m Individual Medley,
2nd, 50m backstroke. 

Veronica Balzan, 9, 1st
100m Individual Medley;
2nd, 50m freestyle; 2nd,
50m breaststroke. 

Victoria Spiterie, 12, 3rd,
50m breaststroke.

Lauren Hemburrow, 11,
3rd, 50m breaststroke.

James Pallotto, 12, 1st,
50m butterfly; 3rd, 100m

freestyle; 2nd, 50m back-
stroke.

Evan Holtby, 9, 2nd,
100m freestyle; 2nd, 100m
Individual Medley; 1st, 50m
freestyle; 2nd, 50m butterfly;
2nd, 100m backstroke; 1st,
50m backstroke; 

Diego Carvalho, 9, 2nd,
50m breaststroke; 3rd,
100m backstroke.

Mitchell Delic, 9, 3rd,
50m freestyle.

Jonathan Bouchard, 15,
3rd, 200m freestyle.

200m Freestyle Relay,
mixed boys and girls 10
years and under, Ashley
Endicott, Julia Ramsay,
Christina Smid and Evan
Holtby,1st place.

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.
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DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

Visit our showroom in Aurora at: 
305 Industrial Pkwy. South, Units 7 & 8    905-726-1557

Multifunctional 
Copiers •  Printers • Scanners 
Fax  • Duplicators • Shredders

Authorized dealer of:
Sales • Leasing • Service 

FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10am - 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

CLEAR OUTS ON SALE
www.thefanman.ca

doing one thing and that
is by taking the number
of units and dividing
them by the total land
area of 8.57 acres. That
means you're transferring
the density from institu-
tional to residential. OPA
34 says you can't do that,
and if you do that it lays
precedent for other
developments...that wil l
ask to transfer their den-
sity from institutional to
residential."

In response to the res-
ident's concerns, Marco
Ramunno, Aurora's
Director of Planning, said
the previous week's
amendments permitted a
maximum of 20 units
within the proposed
apartment building, plus
one, in addition to the
wellness centre. OPA 34,
he said, allowed for den-
sity transfers within
blocks.

"The char t in my
repor t indicated that
based on that site area
the density would be cal-
culated at 2.45 units per
acre," said Mr. Ramunno.
"However, OPA 34
speaks to density and
that is calculated on the
larger block plan scale
and the block plan for
this area encompasses
50 acres and the lands to
the north, which has cur-
rently been developed as
the Ascot residential
neighbourhood. [It
includes] a maximum of
39 detached housing
units, and a smaller par-

cel to the nor th which
would form part of that
lot."

Another issue Mr.
Mestr inaro brought
before council's attention
once again was the uses
permitted in this plan.

At the May 24 meet-
ing, council gave final
approval for the plan
amendments along with
additional amendments
to satisfy residents' con-
cerns that an addiction
clinic could be part of the
development.  If Mr.
Mestrinaro's delegations
are any indication, those
concerns are still alive
and well in the heart of
the Elderberry Trail com-
munity. 

"We have really grave
concerns about that," he
said. "The doctor runs an
addiction clinic in Toronto
and he's been holding his
cards very close to his
chest as to what this will
be. We would like some
certainty as to what it will
not be."

He encouraged coun-
cillors to give the plan a
"sober second thought"
to ensure what council-
lors are voting for is
"what they really think
they're going to get”.

Following the delega-
tion, councillors had an
oppor tunity to ask Mr.
Ramunno questions
related to what they had
just heard.

One of them who ran
with that was Chris
Ballard, who also ques-
tioned staff about the

institutional uses permit-
ted on the property.

This, he said, was a
stumbling block in his
consideration of the plan. 

"We have gone to
great lengths, I think, to
prevent an institution
here that serves the
immediate neighbour-
hood and we've said the
pharmacy can't serve the
immediate neighbour-
hood, we didn't want ins
and outs into the immedi-
ate neighbourhood, so
this section 321 says
only institutional facilities
serving the immediate
neighbourhood yet this
institution clearly isn't,"
he said. "Perhaps if we
expand the definition of
' immediate neighbour-
hood' to include the GTA
we might fit it in there."

At this point,
Council lor Paul Pirr i
called a point of order
arguing that Council lor
Ballard's remark was "out
of line. 

"You're Reductio ad
Absurdum just doesn't
make any sense whatso-
ever."

Mr. Mestrinaro's dele-
gation was received by
the members with only
Council lor Evelyn Buck
opposed.

On Wednesday, how-
ever, Councillor Ballard
took to his blog to
express frustration with
how the day unfolded and
questioned his fel low
council lors' ideas of
democracy in denying an
emergency council meet-

ing to again hear the
arguments of the
Elderberry residents. 

"The objective of the
meeting was simple - to
reconsider the motion we
approved at our May 24
council regarding the zon-
ing application," he wrote.
"I felt it would allow staff
to publicly clarify many
important questions resi-
dents feel have not been
satisfactorily answered.

"It was not a delaying
tactic - I am not happy
when so many residents
are angry, confused and
feel that they have been
shut out of the democrat-
ic process.  By not agree-
ing to the special meet-
ing, I feel councillors and
the mayor have clear ly
demonstrated their ver-
sion of democracy for
Aurora." 

From page 1

Residents still attempting 
to change council’s mind

Council in business six months
celling all municipal par-
ticipation in former mayor
Phyllis Morris' $6 million
lawsuit against three
local bloggers, among
others.

This, said Councillor
Thompson, was among
the most significant
achievements of the
council so far. 

"I think that was first
and foremost in the
minds of residents of
Aurora and certainly we
all heard about it as we
campaigned," he said
before outlining other
achievements of the
council. "I think just forg-
ing that positive working
relationship [is a signifi-
cant achievement]. We're
going to be together for
the next four years and
we cer tainly want to
ensure that we can devel-
op that relationship and
stick to the principles."

In the past six months,
he said he has received
very positive feedback
from the community on
council as a whole.

While some have
pointed out to him that
recent council meetings
have been "boring" in

comparison to the more
raucous meetings of the
previous council,
Councillor Thompson
says he sees that as a
positive thing.

"It means that we're
putting civility and deco-
rum first and focusing on
business and I know that
the previous council was
dogged with a perception
that they were a little bit
dysfunctional so I think
that we have show that
we can work together and
get along well."

Councillor John Gallo,
who is in the unique posi-
tion of being in his sec-
ond term of council, but
in his first term as an
elected councillor, agrees
that his colleagues are
"jell ing" well, generally
speaking. 

"We're respectful so
far, and I think we're able
to get stuff done even
though we may not agree
with everyone's views,
and that is healthy as
long as it is done in a
respectful way. I didn't
know how the dynamics
were going to be but I am
happy with the way they
are.

"We are taking some

different approaches on
how to deal with things.
Some things I agree with
and some things I don't
necessarily agree with
and I have expressed my
views at the table."

One of the areas
Councillor Gallo said he
may find some disagree-
ment is with how the
approval of the amend-
ments for the PARCEL
development on
Elderberry Trail at Yonge
Street unfolded.

He said he probably
would have liked to spend
a little more time on the
matter, but said he real-
izes timing was critical
and it was "the best we
could do."

As this is the first time
Councillor Gallo has
come into council on the
ground floor along with
other councillors, he said
some of his previous ori-
entation has stood him in
good stead this time
around. 

"Those were pretty
important for me as well
as it is beneficial having
been there before and
not starting entirely fresh
and knowing a lot of the
history that went back

and just being able to get
on your feet running," he
said. "The learning curve
was pretty high, especial-
ly coming in halfway
through the term."

Going forward, one of
the things he is particu-
larly looking forward to in
the coming months is
addressing the Town's
Youth Councillors, a pro-
gram which was instigat-
ed in the final months of
the last council term by
Al Wilson.

It will be valuable to
weigh whether to revive
the old program or start
fresh with something
new, he said. 

"I am very interested
in that and have had
some discussions with
Councillor Pirr i and I
know he is also interest-
ed," said Councillor
Gallo. "It's something that
is of great interest to me
because that is how I got
my start in university in
Mississauga. I was part
of the Mayor's Youth
Advisory Committee
there and that kind of
planted the seed for me.
It was great and I think it
would be great to do that
to others."

From page 1

Aurora resident
guest speaker

Reverend Vicki Collins, an
Aurora resident and Chaplain
at Southlake Regional Health
Centre in Newmarket, will be
the guest speaker at the
Aurora Probus club’s next
meeting, June 15.

Vicki has been with
Southlake since September,
2009, after taking a year-long
residency program for spe-
cialty training in chaplaincy at
the University Health
Network in Toronto.

She is also trained as a
spiritual director and facilita-
tor of the labyrinth - an

ancient spiritual/meditation
tool.

She will share her
thoughts and feelings about
her role and responsibilities
as a spiritual care provider in
a hospital setting.

The meeting will begin at
10 a.m. and the guest speak-
er will begin at 11 a.m. for an
hour.

Probus meets at the Royal
Canadian Legion building on
Industrial Parkway North.

For further information,
call Bob Staley at 905-727-
5017.
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Dr. Sam Naghibi, 
Family Physician 

is pleased to announce that he is 

In the Tim Hortons/Wendy’s Plaza

• Hair reduction                        • Skin tightening 
• Pigmented lesion removal     • Wrinkles 
• Acne Treatment                      • Rosecea 
• Spider veins                         
• Rejuvenation of skin tone and texture
• Operated by Sherry Bahrampour, Licensed Esthetician 

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
Also, as of May 1st, we are offering LASER/IPL treatment 
under doctor’s supervision for: 

Tel: 905-727-1843
300 Wellington St. East, Unit #2, Aurora 

Kid’s Bowling

Only $75 per child
Ages  5 - 12

 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Bowling Every Day

To Register call or visit Gateway Lanes
905 727-2900

$20 Deposit Required
Hosted by: The Gathering Place

210 Edward Street, Aurora
905 841-0172 – www.tgpoa.com

Also Swimming, Games, 
Sports, Music,
Drama, Puppets, 
Faith Lessons & Much More
Children – bring your own lunch

Aug  15 – 19th
Day CampTook Driver Training  

and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape
Computer club popular

Aurora Town staff have
proposed changes to how
the municipality handles
sponsorship requests, and if
council gives formal
approval of the plan this
week, it could take council-
lors out of the equation in
making the final decision on
what groups and events the
Town will sponsor. 

Councillors approved the
plan at last week's General
Committee despite objec-
tions from Councillors Chris
Ballard and Evelyn Buck
who expressed concerns
that council would not be
able to exercise its discre-
tion on these applications
as it has done in the past. 

"The questions that need
to be answered when spon-
soring something is, 'What
do we receive in return?'
and 'Of what value is that?'"
said Al Downey, Aurora's
Director of Parks and
Recreation last week.

"Staff are recommending
that evaluation criteria be
established and the level of
sponsorship be determined
by a scoring system. As the
score becomes higher, so
too does the level of spon-
sorship. Sponsorship can
take the form of a monetary
commitment, a services-in-
kind commitment or a com-
bination of both."

Under the new plans,
$5,000 would be allocated
annually for sponsorship
purposes with a semi-annu-
al report coming back to
council for information.

Requests would be eval-
uated and approved by staff
in accordance with the

newly set policy criteria with
no one request receiving
more than $2,000 without
the approval of council.

With the new criteria,
groups and events must
serve the residents, busi-
nesses, and stakeholders of
Aurora and "support one or
all of the Town's triple bot-
tom line sustainability
approach" of the natural
environment, economy,
and/or community."

But delegating final
approval for such requests
to Town Staff was some-
thing that raised the eye-
brows of some councillors.

"Part of me says it would
be nice because it would
take a certain amount of
pain away from the people
coming in and asking for
money and us, perhaps as a
council, getting caught up in
a political whirlwind," said
Councillor Ballard. "The
other side of that is it is our
responsibility to administer
these types of affairs of the
Town, so I could see three
staff members doing the
preliminary work, making
the recommendation and
coming to council for its
approval. 

"The problem with saying
that someone can come to
council if they get turned
down by staff is just that. It
doesn't look good that we
would be accused of ignor-
ing our staff and our profes-
sionals and those kinds of
things."

For Councillor Evelyn
Buck, who previously
expressed frustration in
what she called "cocka-

Who should have ultimate say
on sponsorships, ask councillors

mamie platinum sponsor-
ships" particularly with
sponsorship for the
Chamber of Commerce
Business Achievement
Awards Ceremony, some-
thing from which she said
the Town got little return, it is
very important for council to
make decisions in public if
public money is being used. 

"It is incumbent upon us
to be damn sure that what-
ever we do with [public
money] can be justified to
the people we took it from,"
she said. "I think we forget
because sometimes it is
awkward to say no to people
at the podium but I think it is
incumbent upon council to
debate it around the table
with cameras on us and
people watching and listen-
ing to us and judging our
judgement, our logic, and
how we can justify giving
away the money we took
from them. That is their right
and that is our obligation."

As the recommendations
from staff passed general
committee, there was obvi-
ously support for the recom-
mendation with backing
coming from Councillors
Michael Thompson and
Sandra Humfryes, among
others.

For Councillor Thompson
it is "incumbent" on Council
to have these policies in
place. 

"It's always on council to
decide how much money
they want to allocate for
third party events and I think
that is the right place for us
to be," he said. "But I still
think it is good to have the
framework to help us with
decision making when third
party events come forward. I
would ask that it is not just
one person making the
decision, but...a group of
three so no one person is
responsible for the decision
making and it makes it a lit-
tle bit more transparent and
fair."

The new policy is an
"excellent step in the right
direction", said Councillor
Humfryes and would avoid
divisive matters on applica-
tions at the council table. 

"I really appreciate this,"
she said. "I think reporting
back to council is a good
idea, perhaps not the
approval process, I think I
would like to leave that up to
the administration, but it is
the same rules for every-
body and the decision was
made administratively by
our staff."

The Aurora Seniors
Association (ASA) Computer
Club held its general meeting
last week, with approximately
40 members in attendance.

Most members now pos-
sess personal computers,
desktop or laptop, and others
possess other hand held tech-
nological devices, including
hand held wireless readers,
which have gained surprising
popularity.

Portable wireless phones
with computer ability including
internet abilities find many
users among seniors.

Evolving technologies

require explanations, and
receive whatever attention is
necessary or available among
the seniors to bring under-
standing to subject matter that
evolves constantly. 

Often, one on one explana-
tions of technology focus the
requirements of members bet-
ter than the group setting
when the subject under dis-
cussion often takes unexpect-
ed turns. 

Each Tuesday afternoon,
senior members who require
clear and unqualified explana-
tions for their technology prob-
lems, can receive help.   

For those members natu-
rally inclined to matters of tech-
nology, the Computer Club
provides a fertile field for
opportunity, since the comput-
er equipment is modern in this
age of continual improvement,
and the core of members with
a high standard of computer
expertise is outstanding, and
far better than expected. 

Seniors remain healthier
with the benefit of modern
medicine and consequently,
inclination and energy levels
enable them to keep up with
the modern age, often with a
surprising degree of proficien-

cy.   
The group of seniors who

have little or no knowledge
concerning computing, will find
the welcome mat is out for
them, and basic computer
instruction awaits those with
the thirst for knowledge.

A welcoming reception
awaits those who require
encouragement, because
basic computing is within the
capacity of seniors, men and
women who need only their
natural ability, and patience
with the first few get-acquaint-
ed lessons.

The great number of sen-

iors who have become accom-
plished with the basics of com-
puting, bear testimony to the
likelihood that those who ven-
ture to take basic lessons will
probably succeed, and a little
shyness or fear of the
unknown will have little impact
on successful basic computer
study.

The Seniors’ Centre runs
substantially on the vigour and
capability of seniors.

The groups and clubs avail-
able within the scope and
range of the Seniors’ Centre, is
greater for seniors than any-
where else imaginable.

The Aurora municipality
made the Seniors’ Centre pos-
sible, but the seniors provide
the considerable driving force
that motivates them.

The Chess Club continues
to build interest among 
seniors.

The Tuesday chess will now
begin at 4 p.m. and continue
until 7.45 p.m.

In addition, a new time slot
will open on Thursday morning
beginning at 9.30 a.m. and
continuing until noon. 

Chess in the Seniors’
Centre may attract players any
day at any time and the
Tuesday and Thursday meet-
ings provide the convenience
of a common time to enable
chess players to find each
other conveniently.

If Thursday morning chess
proves popular then chess in
this time slot will continue as a
permanent feature.

Few chess clubs exist with-
in a reasonable distance of
Aurora and the opportunity
presented to players by the

Seniors’ Centre is outstanding
for convenience, flexibility and
low cost of membership. 

Many people, played chess
in their younger days, but the
demands of adult life eventual-
ly drew them away.

The idea of a chess tourna-
ment in late summer or early
fall is a common subject for
discussion and interest
appears well established, so
we look forward to this proba-
bility.

A relatively fluid member-
ship with new players emerg-
ing, pending holidays and the
Canadian Open Chess
Championship in July hampers
an immediate tournament.

If any player is unsure of the
standard of play required to
compete effectively, please
contact me or leave a mes-
sage at the front counter.

All members and all playing
strengths will be welcomed.

Strong and weaker players
need to find players of their
own calibre to find satisfaction
playing chess.

Members of the Chess
Club must obtain membership
in the ASA and adhere to the
rules and regulations of the
Seniors’ Centre.

The Seniors’ Centre is a
favoured setting for more than
1,000 ASA members, who
spread their visits through the
days and weeks, and remark-
ably, the vast majority appear
fit and well.

An abundance of activities
find expression among the rich
diversity of cultures that parade
the Seniors’ Centre, and those
who find acceptance continue,
some for many years.



You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 79,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

 
Protect Your 

Driveway 
Keep It Looking 

Like  New 

DRIVEWAY 
SEALING

905-841-8949 
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S 

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

� FOR SALE � BUSINESS SERVICES

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket and area 

over 15 years –INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cabinet grand
piano, with 
original stool. $580. 
Please email
bob@auroran.com

� SWIMMING INSTRUCTION 

NON-COMPETITIVE and
COMPETITIVE SWIM-
MING: Children to adults.
Aurora Selkies and
Masters Swim Clubs.
Register now for the
2011/12 season. www.
swimgym.ca 905-841-
3450.

VideosVideos
Now Playing

Bringing the business community to you!

www.theauroran.com 

We have tons of events in and around Aurora on our 

at www. theauroran.com
Come out and enjoy.  Most events are FREE!

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with 
Alison 

Search for businesses in our Marketplace. 
Go go www.theauroran.com then click on the 

Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page. 

Our        Town

FunFun 

 
    

Auroran videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

EVENT CALENDAR

THEAURORAN.COM Collins-Mrakas

Watch

 • Aurora Garden 
& Horticultural Society 

Annual Dessert 
Competition 

• 

community

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN

��������	�
���������
����	��������	��������	����	�	���	�������������������

 ! �"#� $$%�% !�#�&'"�() *

���	�%����+	�	����,��
�(�- .&%!��/� *

0 �*' �%(-%1 �%!�! 0��/� �'�/2 ����(!(" � !�

$%!%*� )�3(* � !�*��4��5%��� !�6�3(���� �/) -*

())%�%/!*��4��� !/7(�%/!*��4�$ !� *�6�) �5*

(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

Visit us online at

theauroran.com 

NEWSPAPER 
EVENTS 

COMMUNITY
VIDEOS

“Our Town” 
with 

Alison 
Collins-Mrakas

and much more...

For show suggestions 
please email 

cynthia@auroran.com

50% OFF

$5 OFF

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

ANY SERVICE WITH
$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

$5 OFF

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 
905-841-6969

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

✄

25% OFF
ALTERATIONS & CLEANING 

For Prom & Wedding Dresses 
& Formal Wear 

Limited Time offer
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄
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RECE$$ION BU$TER

Over 30 years experience. 

 

CONCRETE IMPRESSIONS 
• Stamped concrete for as low as $8/sq. ft. 

Garage Floors • Driveways • Waterproofing 
• Basement Walkouts • Walk-ways • Curbs 

905-505-2410
“We leave good impressions”

• INSURED  • REFERENCES FREE ESTIMATES

www.uniqueconcreteimpressions.com

SUNRAY HORTICULTURAL

Lawn Cutting

905.758.8100
sunrayhorticulture.com

Garden Design       Flower Planting

Weed Control    • • • 
• 

• 
Garden Maintenance

3 Cu.Yds. $109 + HST 
(Includes delivery to Aurora & Newmarket 

other areas slightly more) 

  MAY 
 

MINI BIN 
$139 + HST 
DROP OFF 
& PICK UP  

Also available: MULCH, TOPSOIL, GRAVEL, RIVER ROCK, SCREENINGS 
FULL  SERVICE  LANDSCAPE  COMPANY 

CALL US @ 905-727-7102 

SPECIALS
WEEDLESS 

GARDEN SOIL 

SPIRITUALIST 
PSYCHIC 

CONSULTANT

LIFE READINGS

Questions of faith 
and guided 
prayer work,
love, money,

marriage, 
infidelity. 

All questions of life, 30yrs. exp. 

905-505-0471
www.shechinahstudios.com

Missed last week’s show? No worries. 
You can watch it anytime at www.theauroran.com, on TVA.

Go to www.theauroran.com and click on the video screen,
this will take you to TVA  - click on any thumbnail.

“Our Town” 
with  Alison Collins-Mrakas

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS at 7
• This Week in Aurora • Council Watch 

• Mail Bag • This Week’s Topic

theauroran.com 

� CONDO FOR RENT

CONDO FOR RENT Ft.
Myers Beach Florida. 2 bed-
room, two bath, fully
equiped. Rent one week,
second week half price.
www.captainsbay.com 416-
720-1755.

 

Red Cross certified 
All levels 

Call Ali

Swimming Lessons
In our pool or yours? 

416-648-0304

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

DANCE  LESSONS

8 weeks Only $95 Including HST  
4,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   

Location: Royal Canadian Legion #385 - 105 Ind. Pkwy North

 
          

Level 1 –8pm - 9pm 
 West Coast Swing

MONDAY NIGHT
 

Classes start
 May 16
through to 
July 11

Classes start
 May 16
through to 
July 11

Level 2 – 9pm - 10pm: Waltz

SteveMillerDance.ca
416-587-4125

Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca 

For more information call 

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7,  Aurora 

2 FREE bags of salt 
Guaranteed NEW stock;  

we never install used equipment.

• Water 
   Softeners 
• Reverse 
   Osmosis 
• Iron 
   Filters 
• Point of Use 
   Coolers

Ron Butler, 416-818-5075

Ask about our Rental Options 
We offer Low Finance rates

12 Mth. @ 0% 

� ELDER CARE WANTED

� SHARED ACCOMMODATIONS

ROOM FOR RENT -
shared accommodations
in apartment building.
Cable, laundry, use of
kitchen. $450. 905-841-
1942

BOOKKEEPING and 

NEED AN ASSISTANT?

647-704-2122

Helping small businesses 
& individuals with 

INCOME TAX needs

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

ELDER CARE PRACTI-
TIONER OFFERS: nutri-
tional consultations (first –
free); daily activities; 
meal-plans and more. call:
416-859-6374, email: car-
ingharts@gmail.com.

HOME CARE SUPPORT
Professional home sup-
port worker. Work in your
home. Lori 905-713-3059.

GREENCITY FLOORING
Construction and Design

COUNTER TOP EVENT ON NOW!
Granite  $39.99/sq.ft.
Quartz    $49.99/sq.ft.

• Hardwood  •  Laminate  •  Tile 
• Stairs  • Counter Top  • Basement Constructions

Free 
Installation

Large quantity of baseboard, casing, crown moulding, 
quarter round in stock. Contractors are welcome.

905-503-1118
Two locations to serve you MARKHAMAURORAB-12, 130 Hollidge Blvd., 

Aurora ON L4G 8A3 Mulock Dr. Hwy 7

Hwy 7
14th Ave.Hollidge Blvd.

Wellington St. E.Yo
ng
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Tim Hortons

www.greencityflooring.com  E-mail: info@greencityflooring.com
FREE ESTIMATE
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Chamber street sale attracts more than 40,000
With the weather almost
perfect, officials at the
Aurora Chamber of
Commerce believe more
than 40,000 people took
advantage of their 16th
annual street festival
Sunday afternoon. One of
them was The Auroran’s
photographer, who
grabbed the shots on this
page. Starting with the
photo on the very top left,
Heather Sedore invites cus-
tomers to lunch of hot dogs
and the chance to cool off
at the Aurora United
Church, while Don Bonita
and Christina Laramee pre-
pare for the onslaught of
people who wanted to buy
sunglasses, in the photo
below Heather. Beneath
those two is Aurora’s own
Klaus Wehrenberg, who
has for several years been
active in the street festival
as an organ grinder. In the
bottom corner, Newmarket-
Aurora MPP Frank Klees
and his wife Jayne passed
out trees to anyone who
wanted one. Part of the
crowd of more than 40,000
is caught in the photo
immediately to the left,
while Jordie Schwartz
demonstrates how the
Bubble Blaster machine
works, in the photo below
the crowd scene. Vicky
Roblin prepares her Spar-
Clean booth, at the bottom
of the page, while the per-
son next to her remains
unidentified.

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer
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