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16th Street Festival this Sunday, June 5th

Auroran moving
to old Post Office
The Auroran is going postal next

month. No, really. 
The week of June 20th, The

Auroran will be moving out of its cur-
rent location at 95 Edward Street
and setting up shop on the second
floor of the old Post Office building in
the centre of Aurora's Downtown
Core. 

For the 10-year-old newspaper, it
will be its sixth move.

Starting in the basement of the
Aurora Shopping Centre beneath R
& R Book Bar, the newspaper then
moved to Dufferin Street, north of
Snowball, then had space above the
former Trio Restaurant on Yonge
Street, then moved to Mary Street,
before taking up its current location
on Edward Street.

Its move next month will not only
bring The Auroran back into the
heart of Aurora on the Town's most
prominent thoroughfare, but it also

brings the paper closer to Aurora's
heritage.

Construction on the Old Post
Office, designed by architects in the
Federal Department of Public
Works, began on the site in the
spring of 1914, following the demoli-
tion of Lee Sum's Chinese Hand
Laundry, according to historical doc-
umentation compiled by local histori-
an Jacqueline Stuart. 

The design of the building, she
said, is similar to many other post
office buildings across Canada,
including Newmarket's former post
office on Main Street, but Aurora’s
stands out as an "extreme, rare very
'Italian' version of the common type."

At a cost of $36,104.44 -
$720,885.32 in today's dollars - the
building was completed with two
additional wings built on the rear
"which also provided roof area 

Please see page 3

Council approves plan amendments
Councillors voted 8-1 to endorse the

approval of official plan and zoning
bylaw amendments at the Ontario

Municipal Board (OMB) regarding the
proposed development of a wellness
centre and condominium complex in

south Aurora amid vocal concerns from
residents in the audience that the devel-
opment would dramatically alter the
characteristics of their community.

The uproar was so great, Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe called a 20-minute
recess to explain the situation.

Their approval, which also came with
additional restrictions in the form of a
holding provision and restrictive
covenant added to the motion to put tight
controls on the pharmacy uses on the
site and to rule out the possibility of 
having an addiction clinic as part of the
wellness centre, something which was
of great concern to the residents.

Before councillors got down to 
business, however, about 25 con-
cerned, vocal residents populated the
council chamber last Tuesday to make
their concerns known.

"What the current developer is plan-
ning is not in line with the overall charac-
teristic of the neighbourhood, which is
multi-acre estate properties, where this
particular property is zoned one house
per acre or household per half-acre,"
said resident Bill Bryant in Open Forum.

These concerns were echoed a
short time later by Sherry Bryant who
said the entire idea of buying property in
the Elderberry Trail neighbourhood was
to maintain a bit of "country" in town. 

"People who own this property have
no regard for the residents," she said.
"They have already devalued the front
entrance anyway, so I can only imagine
the integrity from what they are putting
up is not in keeping with what the resi-
dents of the area have.

"This was really a community based
on spending the amount of money that
we did for not only the homes and the
properties, but also the taxes, the
upkeep we have to do in the area - we
are not on city water, we're not on city
sewage - but we do that because we
wanted to keep that feeling of a larger
space, larger homes."

Ms. Bryant also said increased traffic
would wreak havoc with the condition of
roadways in the area.

For Anastasia Ifandis, who spoke on
behalf of residents as a delegate before

Please see page 12

High school students
seeking organ donors

Two Aurora High School students
are on a campaign to raise Organ and
Tissue Donation Awareness in the
Aurora area.

In April cousins Blair and Brent

Cuthbert were given an assignment in
their Grade 12 Sports Art and Event
Marketing class.

Their choice was an easy one.
Blair's father, Bruce, a lifelong

Aurora resident, required a transplant
which he received in September.

Brent's father, Brad, was one of six
people who came forward to offer to be
a live donor.

They chose The Trillium Gift of Life
Network to promote organ and tissue
donation awareness. TGLN is a gov-
ernment non-profit organization that
oversees organ and tissue donation. 

They have started a volunteer
group called Project Organ Donation
Awareness (PODA) and conducted an
internal organ drive last week with
employees of a local entity and will
have a booth at the Aurora Street
Festival on June 5th directly in front of
the Hunter's Gate plaza on Yonge
Street at Dunning Avenue.

At the booth the public will be able
to pick and complete their Organ
Donation Consent Registration form
and deposit them in a box provided by
TGLN.

The completed consent forms will
then be forwarded to the Ministry of
Health and Long Term Care. If the
back of your Health Card does not say
"donor" you are not registered.

One deceased registered donor
can save up to eight lives through the
harvesting of organs and enhance 75
others using tissues, bones, eyes, skin
and more.

Currently there are 1,500 people on
an Ontario waiting list. One person
dies every three days waiting for a
transplant while others and their fami-
lies experience physical and emotional

Zellers will 
be a Target

Aurora's Zellers store, located on
Bayview Avenue just north of
Wellington Street East is slated to
become a Target store in 2013. 

The Aurora outlet was announced
Thursday as one of 105 locations
Canada-wide identified by its new
owner, US retail giant Target, for con-
version to the new brand. 

According to their announcement,
each Canadian Target outlet will
employ 150 to 200 people, but exist-
ing employees are not guaranteed a
position under new management.

"Target is excited to build its tal-
ented and dedicated team in Canada
and looks forward to beginning the
store hiring process in 2012," said
Tony Fisher, President of Target
Canada. "Target will also engage
with Zellers associates to make it
easy for them to apply for jobs at
Target."

Please see page 12

Sorry
The PACT committee wishes to

apologize for the error in The
Auroran May 24th. The authors mis-
represented one of its sources.
Sergeant Jim Slykhuis was referred
to as Constable.  Sgt. Slykhuis was
great help to our student writers.
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COMING EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1 
Celebrate the winners of this year’s

Multimedia Film Festival of York Region at
the Awards and Closing Gala at the Aurora
Cultural Centre at 5.30 p.m. today. Ticket
price, at $26, includes selection of gourmet
appetizers and refreshments, entertain-
ment and awards presentation from interna-
tionally-acclaimed director/producer
Christopher Rowley. Tickets are available in
advance at www.yorkregionfilmfestival.com
or by calling 905-787-8811. Aurora Cultural
C e n t r e ,  
formerly Church Street School, is fully 
accessible at the north entrance. For 
further information call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

THURSDAY, JUNE 2
The Aurora Chamber of Commerce’s last

Business After Five meeting before the
summer season will be held today at van
Nostrand & Partners, 144 Wellington Street
East, from 5.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. Visit their
new building and partake of hors-d’oeuvres
and refreshments.

* * * *
A meeting to hear a talk by restoration

master Tom Murison, will take place tonight
at 8  p.m. at Hillary House, 15372 Yonge
Street. Among the discussions will be the
Petch House and its restoration. Sponsored
by the Friends of Petch House, the group
will also welcome guests from the
Brampton Historical Society. Mr. Murison
has just completed the restoration of a col-
lection of four railway buildings in
Roundhouse Park for the City of Toronto.

FRIDAY, JUNE 3
The Seniors dance committee, with

Angus MacKenzie as its chair, will hold a
dance tonight at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre,
one of two scheduled this month. The com-
mittee will take the months of July and
August off and looks forward  to resuming
the dances September 2nd.

SATURDAY, JUNE 4
Wesley United Church, at the corner of

Woodbine and Aurora Sideroad, is partici-
pating in Doors Open Whitchurch-Stouffville
today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tours of this
historical 130-year-old Gothic church sanc-
tuary will be conducted by three pioneer
members of the church. Artifacts will be on
display. For those interested in visiting the
old cemetery behind the church which
dates back to the mid-1800s, a tour will also
be available. Light refreshments will be
served.

* * * *
RealDeal Racing presents Ride all Day

for United Way at State Farm headquarters,
333 First Commerce Drive in Aurora from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. All proceeds to benefit United
Way of York Region

SUNDAY, JUNE 5
Annual Aurora Street Festival begins at

11 a.m. and runs to 5 p.m. on Yonge Street
from Wellington St. to Murray Drive. Booth
space still available. Call the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce at 905-727-7262 for
f u r t h e r  
information.

MONDAY, JUNE 6
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church

Street, presents “We’ll Meet Again: Songs
of the 1930s and 40s Community Sing-
Along”. Join the Silver Stars Drama Club in
singing old favourites including The White
Cliffs of Dover, Roll Out the Barrel, As Time
Goes By – and more. Complimentary

admission and refreshments. Event begins
at 2 p.m. No registration is required.
Wheelchair accessible at north entrance.
For more information call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * *
The 2011 Seniors’ Centre Annual

General Meeting will be held in the West-
McKenzie Hall of the Aurora Seniors’
Centre today from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.  Agenda
packages are available at the reception
desk. This meeting will mark the seventh
year of operation of the centre as an incor-
porated, non-profit organization. A barbe-
cue supper will be served after the meeting
and will cost $2 for members who attend the
meeting. Wine and beer will be available.

FRIDAY, JUNE 10
You are invited to a Sunset "Lethal Luau"

and Beach Party to help solve a murder
presented by the “Silver Stars” Drama Club
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Chase
Diamond is celebrating his birthday party,
but his drink is laced with poison. It is up to
you to find out which one of his guests poi-
soned him. Doors open at 5 p.m. for the din-
ner and a cash bar is available.  Dinner, the
show and prizes are included with the $10
admission price and tickets, are on sale
now at the centre’s front desk until June 8.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
Merlin’s Hollow is open to the public for

free today from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.. The
English flower garden is located at 181
Centre Crescent, west of Industrial
Parkway, off Centre Street.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
The Art Of Flying - Pandora's Box series

in Aurora presents a mix of classical music,
dance, food and wine. Net proceeds go to
the Yellow Brick House Second Shelter
campaign. Join dancer Heather Lumsden,
flute soloist Anne Thompson, the L'il
Rascals Horn Quartet and Tony Browning's
Marion Singers to experience "flight"
through music 
and dance. Tickets include finger food, 
tea and wine. Tickets online at
http://www.pandorasboxsalon.com/ or call
289-221-0229. Show starts at 2.30 p.m., at
the Aurora Cultural Centre, formerly Church
Street School.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15
Aurora United Church, 15186 Yonge

Street, presents the Ladue Chapel
Presbyterian Church St. Louis, Missouri
Carillon Ringers Handbell Choir in concert
with the Aurora United Church Bell Choirs.
This concert, featuring a group of teens per-
forming on tour in numerous U.S. and
Canadian cities, begins at 7:30 p.m.
Admission is free. A free-will 
offering will be accepted in support of this
fundraising event.  For more information,
call Lisa Kyriakides at 905-898-5198.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17 
The Seniors dance committee, with

Angus MacKenzie as its chair, will hold its
second dance of the month tonight at the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre. The committee will
take the months of July and August off and
looks forward  to resuming the dances
September 2nd.

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Aurora Heights Public School will hold

an open house today, to celebrate the
school’s 50th birthday. Included in the
event, which starts at 11 a.m. and continues
until 2 p.m. will be a barbecue, a ceremony,
historic displays, activities for younger kids

and special raffles.
* * * *

JacKryn France, 89 Wellington Street
East, will hold their Annual French Country
Market Sale today  from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A
percentage of the sales will be donated to
Big Brothers Big Sisters of York.

* * * *
Jim Edwards family reunion concert, fea-

turing seven top local singers. tonight at 7
p.m. at Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial
Parkway South. Tickets are $10 for adults,
$5 for children. For tickets, call Jim at 905-
713-1665.

JUNE 18-26
Artcures Exhibition at the Aurora

Cultural Centre. Call 905-713-1818 for
times the centre is open.

SATURDAY, JUNE 25
At the Aurora Community Centre and

Machell Park from 9.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. An
Aurora teen battling Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy will be granted his most heart-felt
wish through The Children's Wish
Foundation. Net proceeds of Wish-Mania
will be donated to sponsor Andrew's wish,
and those of other children coping with life-
threatening illnesses. For more information
about Children's Wish, visit
www.childrenswish.ca. During the day, sev-
eral people will attempt to set a new

Guinness record to make the world’s largest
smiley. Some 1,400 people are needed to
set the new record. All participants must be
registered and in line with their ticket no
later than 2.30 p.m. That will take place at 3
p.m. at Machell Park. Go to
www.wishmania.ca for details.

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
The annual Aurora Garden &

Horticultural Society invites you to attend its
Aurora Garden Tour today. Eight gardens
are available for touring where the owners
and creators will be present to chat with
you. The tour is from noon to 4.30 p.m., rain
or shine. Refreshments will be available.
Tickets are $10 and are available in Aurora
at Art of the Matter, 2 Orchard Heights
Boulevard; Caruso & Co., 15210 Yonge
Street; Flowers by Terry, 14799 Yonge
Street, and at our booth at the Aurora
Farmers’ Market June 11th, 
18th, and 25th. For more information 
call Madge at 905-727-5926 or visit
h t t p : / / w w w . g a r d e n o n t a r i o .
org/site.php/aurora/news/details/6118

SATURDAY, JULY 2 
Merlin’s Hollow is open to the public for

free today from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
English flower garden is located at 181
Centre Crescent, west of Industrial
Parkway, off Centre Street.
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Grand 
Opening

The doors are now open at your new 
neighbourhood RBC Royal Bank® branch.

We’re proud to be part of your community, and to celebrate,
we’re inviting you to our Grand Opening!

Please join us on June 4, 2011,  
from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., at our 
Yonge & Edward branch, 
14785 Yonge Street.  

          

G

  

narG

  

d n

      

O
f
P

  

epO
2:otm12:00 pomfr
neJuonsoin use jaePl

  

gnnie
ouratm00 p

,  e 4, 2011

  

g

    

n
T

1
Y
f

  

neighbourhood RBC R
The doors are now op

. eetStre ggeonYYo14785 
anbrdardwe & EgonYYo
2:ot.m.12:00 pom fr

  

branch.®Royal Bank
pen at your new 

h,c
our , at.m.00 p

      

w
W

  

we’re inviting you to our Grand
We’re proud to be part of your

  

d Opening!
r community, and to celebrate

  

e,

    .adanaf Ck onal Bayof Rs okramedarTT™
fk onal Bayof Rs okramedard teretsige R®

  
eretsigee rrk anal Bayod RnC aB. Radanaf C

  
.adanaf Ck onal Bayof Rs okramedard te

  102/308 (1812  )01



THE AURORAN, Week of May 31, 2011 - 3      

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East, Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

Aurora HHome HHarddware Buiilldding CCennttrre 
289 Wellington Street East, Aurora  L4G 6H6

gg
Check here next week for more bargains

AURORA        HOME HARDWARE

CLEARANCE CORNERCLEARANCE CORNER

* While supplies last

Cedar Flat 
Fence Post Cap

Only

Only

REG. $3.49   # 2611-181

REG. $3.49   # 2611-181

SIDE MOUNT HOSE GUIDE

79
19

*

*

INCREDIBLE DEAL!

¢

2
Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3434$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 41 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

which could be used for drying
the caretaker's family laundry",
with finishing touches by way of
office and custom fittings by the
Canadian Office & School
Furniture Company of Preston,
Ontario. 

Opened by then Member 
of Parliament for York North
John Alexander MacDonald
Armstrong on November 24,
1915, the notable clock was
installed in its landmark tower

the following January. 
The building's role as

Aurora's chief post office came
to an end with the construction
of the new, present-day main
post office on Wellington Street
East in June, 1968.

After the historic building
was converted to office space
by local contractor John Dol, 
in 1993 the building was 
designated under the Ontario
Heritage Act. 

The Dol family currently
owns the structure.

Auroran moves

The first Rock and Roll dance ever held in Aurora made nearly $7,000 for Community Living,
Newmarket/Aurora District. The cheque was presented Friday at the Mansion where the event was held
a week ago. Receiving the money are Janet Lorimer, Executive Director Community Living,
Newmarket/Aurora District, left, and Brett Barager, President of the Board, second from right. Alan
Hayes, between the two, made the presentation while Aurora Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, right, looks on.

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Neighbours will be notified
when Town changes bylaw

Councillors are set to
approve a minor parking
adjustment to improve sight
lines on Kennedy Street
West at this week's general
committee following con-
cerns earlier this month that
residents had not been ade-
quately notified about the
proposed changes. 

As a result of these con-
cerns, the proposed adjust-
ment, which was first floated
at council May 3, was
deferred to this week.

Along with the recom-
mendations as previously
presented, councillors will
now have the opportunity to
review new notification poli-
cies for residents that will be
implemented in place of the
former Traffic Safety
Advisory Committee
(TSAC).

The recommendation for
the minor parking adjust-
ment came from Ilmar
Simanovskis, Aurora's
Director of Infrastructure,
who proposed moving the
existing "No Parking
Anytime" signage on the
south side of the street by
one car length, 76 metres
west of the Yonge Street
intersection.

Town Staff looked into
the matter after a complaint
from a resident who said
when cars were parked on
either side of his driveway,
sightline distance was
impeded and limited his abil-
ity to see oncoming traffic
when exiting onto the street.

"In order to alleviate this
concern and improve the
sightlines for the resident
and his family, staff recom-
mend that on-street parking
restrictions be extended to a
point 76 metres west of
Yonge Street," said Mr.
Simanovskis in his report. 

At the time, three factors

put a hitch in what might
have otherwise been a
smooth approval process -
the possibility that neigh-
bouring residents might not
be aware of the matter up
for discussion, that this com-
plaint was only expressed
by one individual resident,
and the feeling there was a
lack of process.

"My concern is that we
have acted on the complaint
of a single resident and I
appreciate the staff going
out there to verify the prob-
lem," said Councillor Evelyn
Buck, at the May 3 meeting.
"On the other hand, we
haven't heard from any of
the other residents and we
are talking about extending
the no parking zone. It may
present a problem for this
resident's neighbours and
there is the concern we are
doing something without
giving the neighbours an
opportunity to comment on
this new parking restriction."

In response, Mr.
Simanovskis said in this
case the solution was "pret-
ty straightforward" and that
a change of greater impact
to the neighbourhood, such
as a stop sign request,
would warrant additional
communication with resi-
dents.

Due to the absence of
TSAC, which councillors
opted not to re-instate for
this term, a clear process
should be put in place for
these kinds of changes,
argued Councillor Wendy
Gaertner at the meeting.

"I know this is only one
car length, but I still feel that
if we are going to be chang-
ing anything, there should
be a process in place," she
said, regarding the notifica-
tion of residents. "I think this
is part of the process, even

just as a courtesy, the neigh-
bours should know what
we're looking at.

Councillor Paul Pirri
agreed that a "policy-based,
systematic way of doing
things" should be the way
forward. 

In response to these con-
cerns, Mr. Simanovskis has
submitted a report on just
such a policy in time for this
week's general committee
meeting.

In his report, the goal, he
said, is to "engage resi-
dents" and involve them in
the decision making process
"at both the earliest and
most opportune point". 

Mr. Simanovskis said that
traffic matters which do not
require a bylaw are "general-
ly of an operational nature"
and therefore the public is
not informed.

It is a different story, how-
ever, when a change of
bylaw is required to get the
job done. 

"The [existing] notification
process clearly shows the
TSAC involvement in the
decision making process in
addressing by-law amend-
ments," he said. "With the
discontinuation of the TSAC,

the notification process
should be modified to reflect
these changes."

Changes include clear
notification to any and all
affected residents and allow-
ing resident delegations to
general committee and/or
council to speak in response
to staff recommendations.

"A notification letter will
be sent out to all affected
residents when a staff report
is presented to council for
their consideration and
another letter will be sent
when the recommendation
has been adopted by coun-
cil," he said. "Staff will use
their discretion on the
boundaries of the affected
area.

"It is very important that
the residents and business-
es of Aurora be informed of
the various regulations that
govern the movement of
vehicles and pedestrians
throughout the Town. There
is a trade-off, however, in as
much as the notification is
only done at a cost of both
staff time and budget
resources. The critical point
is to decide where the line 
is drawn with respect to 
notification."

Cancer-free resident named
“honourary survivor” in relay

Newmarket resident Larry
Raifman has been named
"Honourary Survivor" for
Aurora's upcoming Relay for
Life on June 11. 

As the face of the 
campaign this year, Mr.
Raifman told The Auroran that
he had no hesitation in
accepting the offer from the
Canadian Cancer Society
after he was first approached
earlier this spring.

"I accepted right away," he
said.

Mr. Raifman was 
diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma six years ago at
the age of 50.

"My first thought was 'I am
too young to die,' but I listened
to what the doctors had to say,
I went through the treatments,
chemo was not a treat - I had
a lot of weird reactions to it,"
he said. 

However strong his sup-
port system was at home, Mr.
Raifman said he needed help
in getting down to Toronto's
Sunnybrook Hospital for radi-
ation therapy after his wife,
Susan, was unable to get the
time off of work to do so.

It was then that he first
became acquainted with the
Canadian Cancer Society.
The organization made

arrangements to ensure he
had a lift to and from the hos-
pital when required and also
provided support throughout
the process. After participating
in their door-to-door fundrais-
ing efforts, Mr. Raifman said
he eventually decided to try
his hand at Relay for Life and
enjoyed the event.

He has participated for the
past four years as captain of a
team - "Larry's Lab Rats", in
honour of his former capacity
as a high school chemistry
teacher - comprising of his
wife, daughters Elaine 
and Sharon, along with
friends and co-workers, rais-
ing approximately $1,500 
annually.

Mr. Raifman is now head of
personalized alternative 
education at King City
Secondary School.

Since he was diagnosed
six years ago, local services
have markedly improved with
the addition of the Stronach
Regional Cancer Centre to
Southlake Regional Health
Centre. 

The 2011 Relay for Life
begins Friday, June 11 at 
7 p.m. on the grounds of
Magna International and con-
cludes the following morning 
at 7 a.m.

From page 1
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

It was like seeing a ghost.
That’s how I felt the first time I realized Gerry Barker was

talking to me.
Gerry, I had heard, died, some time ago.
Boy, talk about that old phrase “rumours of my death are

greatly exaggerated.”
Gerry Barker, who I once worked for, was quite alive and

standing next to me as I tried to get a picture of Ontario’s
Lieutenant Governor David Onley.

Mr. Onley is an author and from 1989 to 1995 he was the
first news anchor on the then-new Breakfast Television, CITY
TV’s morning show. 

He became an anchor on CP24, (does anyone know what
CP stands for?) when the station launched in 1999, and both
hosted and produced Home Page on CP24.

At one time, I had several copies of his book in the 
bookstore.

Remember the title “Shuttle”, a shattering novel of 
disaster in space.

It was published in 1981, a year after Mr. Onley wrote it.
Of course, when I went to find a copy, it had disappeared,

so I had nothing for him to sign.
Mr. Onley has been Ontario’s Lieutenant Governer since

July 10, 2007.
I digress.
While I was wondering what happened to my copies of

Shuttle, Gerry Barker sidled up and made his presence
known.

“This man is supposed to be dead, so it can’t possibly be
Gerry Barker,” I thought.

But, it was, and there I was standing next to a dead man.
Barker, he tells me he’s 81 now, at one time owned the

Bradford Witness, Topic and started the Innisfil Scope.
The Witness is now dead, but Topic and the Scope live to

this day.
I went to work for Gerry in the mid-70s as his editor, after

I had become publisher of the Bolton Enterprise.
His mother, who died at the age of 101, was, for several

years the editor of the Aurora Banner, that other newspaper.
At any rate, it was an interesting evening, but not one that

I would have paid $300 to get in.
Someone who could afford such a fee was Frank Klees, a

long-time friend of Mr. Onley.
The two of them, David and Frank, are pictured below.

100 Watts 
By Christopher Watts

How many people does it take to screw up a light bulb?
A : not many.
With so much energy being spent to push cold, hard on

the eyes (and mind) fluorescent lights as a solution, the
industry is casting a huge shadow over other bright ideas
emerging in this space.

A suggestion: Clap off bulbs containing mercury and lead,
and clap on LED light bulbs that will be arriving soon.

What is more impressive are LED bulbs with built in wifi,
and audio.

That’s right, pretty soon you'll be able to brag that your
lightbulb goes up to 11.

The Auroran Newspaper Company Ltd.
at 95 Edward Street,

Aurora, L4G 1W1

E d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y

Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and letter writers are not necessarily
those of The Auroran. Letters must include name and phone number, although number
will not be published, and be limited to 600 words. Letters may be edited or refused. All
contents protected by copyright.

A d v e r t i s i n g  p o l i c y

Publisher is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors that do not lessen the
value of an advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the attention of the publisher
prior to the following edition.  

Above is the cover of the 1936 mid-summer edition of the St. Andrew’s College Review (much like a year-
book). Aside from Aurora’s T. Sisman Shoe Company Limited, which purchased a full-page ad in the
book (no idea what it cost) most other local advertisers were very small, like J.F. Willis and J.H. Sloan,
druggists; and Patterson’s Bakery. Elmwood Lodge tea rooms at the corner of Yonge and Kennedy
Streets, had a quarter-page ad on the inside front cover, while Dr. E.V. Underhill, an Aurora dentist, had
a quarter page ad on Page 117. Thanks to David Heard for loaning us the book.

Administration
Patricia Wallace

To the editor,

In a Letter to the editor from
Saskatchewan’s Cabinet
Minister, Gerry Ritz, his opening
paragraph states “the election
mandate we received on May 2
is a vote for staying focused on
the economy and a vote for sta-
bility”.

He ends with the sentence
“Residents can continue to count
on our Conservative MPs to lis-
ten to their concerns and get the
job done.”

His intended actions, howev-
er, are at variance with his words.

The majority of those served
by the Canadian Wheat Board
have continually elected an 80
per cent majority of directors
favouring continuation of the
CWB’s single-desk marketing
function despite The Harper gov-
ernment’s attempts to influence
the outcome in favour of a dual
marketing system. Despite his
fine sounding words, Ritz
unequivocally shows he will not
“listen to their concerns” 

There is no “stability” in the
government introducing legisla-
tion this fall with the changes
expected to take effect in August
2012, rather than working with
the Wheat Board Directors and
management to expand options
providing individuals with choic-
es within the system.

For Ritz the Canadian Wheat
Board, as it has evolved under
the single desk system, will be
no more, overriding the demo-
cratically expressed will of pro-
ducers.

The Minister in telling
reporters in Ottawa. “Everybody
recognizes the complexity of
this,”  “It’s going to take a certain
amount of work.“

At the end of the day, certain-
ly, there’s a role for the wheat
board to play.

We’ll have to work out just
what exactly what that is.

Quite the opposite of  “stabili-
ty” and listening to concerns.

Joe Hueglin
Niagara Falls

Meeting former boss
like seeing a ghost

Actions are at variance
with words, he says
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By Stephen Somerville 

I was having a discussion the other day with a friend about
ground breaking television programs and one of the shows men-
tioned was Rod Serling's "The Twilight Zone".

Other than that this popular television series that ran in the
1960's, I did not know much about it or Rod Serling, so I went on
the internet to do some research.

Mr. Serling was a prodigious writer and television producer
who died in 1975 at the age of 50 from a heart attack while under-
going open-heart surgery.

But what caught my eye from the Wikipedia entry was what his
hometown did to honour his achievements and memory.

They erected a street sign, which read "In honour of Rod
Serling - class of 1943, creator of "Twilight Zone", award winning
dramatist, playwright and lecturer, 1924 - 1975".

It is extremely important that we preserve and protect our local
institutions and our heritage.

It is equally important that we both honour and remember
those who have gone before us.

And in many cases this has been done in Aurora. 
Through areas like Sheppard's Bush and the McKenzie Marsh

we have sought to protect our green spaces.
By designating some of this town's oldest homes as "heritage

houses" we have sought to preserve our history.
We have also tried to remember those who have gone before

us.
Probably most every school in Aurora does something to com-

memorate Remembrance Day and any idea, be it display cases,
or slide shows, or plays, or bringing in Veterans to address the stu-
dents. It’s a tremendous way of engaging students by trying to
bring history to life.

Every modest step that we take - like giving the cenotaph's two
edifices much-needed face-lifts a couple of summers ago and
also keeping the area clean of garbage - shows that, collectively,
we care.

I add another small suggestion to honour our past. 
Street signs?
Yes, street signs.
We all live on streets that are named, for the most part, for

either a particular individual or for some special event.
But I'll bet that most of us don't know the reason why our own

street was named the way it is. 
Or even if we did, what happens in 50 years when new people

are living on the street?
I submit that it would be a good idea to affix a small sign on top

of these signs signifying whom the person or event was.
I'm not sure about how this would square with current munici-

pal bi-laws but this has been done elsewhere.
Look at downtown Toronto; there are small signs that sit on top

of the street signs signifying the fashion district, little Italy and, if
memory serves, the Greek culture of the Danforth.

We could do the same here.
For instance, Timpson Drive is named after a friend of mine,

George Timpson, who was, until he moved away a short time ago,
a long time resident of Aurora.

The sign could say - "Aurora Councillor from 1973-76, 1986-
94, 2001-03; Mayor of Aurora 1977 - 1982".

Or how about the following for the Chadburn Crescent: street
sign named after Aurora's Lloyd Chadburn: "WWII Fighter Ace -
14 enemy airplanes destroyed -DSO, DFC, CdeG avec Palme,
Legion d'Honneur".

With such a small sign in place, every time we would walk past
these streets we would be reminded of their particular accomplish-
ment. 

We have honoured our mayors by having a street named after
them.

I would like to go a step farther and have all former Aurora
Citizens of the Year so recognized.

And I can't think of anyone better than Vittorio ("Vic") Paraninfo,
the former proprietor of Vic's Shoe Repair and the 1982 Aurora
Citizen of the Year, who died in March.

As one of the news reports said upon his passing:
"Mr. Paraninfo was a fixture at his small shop on Yonge Street,

just south of Wellington Street, for more than three decades. In
addition to fixing shoes and sharpening skates, Mr. Paraninfo was
also well-known by Wells Street Public School students for his
annual tradition of giving away goodies to pint-sized ghosts and
goblins partaking in the nearby school's annual Halloween
parade."

"Even in retirement, Mr. Paraninfo kept busy by helping out at
the store and volunteering."

On a personal level, I always looked forward to taking my son
into Vic's store to get a pair of skates. Vic was always accommo-
dating and was fantastic with my son; Ryan was fairly shy and Vic
would have him talking and laughing in no time.  

My good friends Buster and Betty Flynn came up with the per-
fect street name to honour this fine man: "Vic's Way".

Vic is missed, let us not forget him. 

Stephen can be contacted at;
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

The Aurora Street Festival is coming up this Sunday.   
There will be no end of things to see and do.
In fact, some may find it a bit overwhelming.
So with that in mind, here are some tips for making the most of

your day.
Arrive early - Six hours may seem like a lot of time to cover

everything, but unless you're prepared, it may not be.
Also, with fewer crowds, there will be more room to move

around, and unless you're over seven feet tall and can peer over top
of everyone, it'll be easier to see everything.

Wear appropriate shoes - You'll be spending most of the time
walking or standing on pavement, so comfort is the key. 

Don't worry about who you may run into that you want to
impress, leave the fashionable stilettos and similar footwear at
home.

Your feet will thank you later.
Be patient - If the traditional estimates are correct, up to 40,000

people will be there on Sunday.  They may not all be standing in line
ahead of you for a corn-on-the-cob-on-a-stick, but at times it may
seem like it.  

Bring a bag - Vendors and even non-profit groups love to give
away stuff: fliers, keychains, pens, fridge magnets, scratch pads, cal-

endars…you name it. 
But there is one thing they rarely hand out; bags to carry it all in.
So, unless you're wearing some of that travel clothing that con-

tains 173 separate pockets in which to secure all these give-aways,
you should bring something to help you tote it all home.  

Look at both sides of the street - If you just walk in one direc-
tion, you'll only be able to properly focus on one side of the street at
a time.

So if you want to cover everything, you need to wander up one
side of the street, and down the other. 

This is much easier than ping-ponging back and forth through
the crowds, and kind of essential, anyway, if you're returning to a car,
or other central point.

Pace yourself - There will be more than 500 booths, not to men-
tion street performers, bands, and other distractions en route, so if
you want to see them all, don't spend half an hour at each of the first
six you visit.

Conversely, if you want to spend quality time at several locations,
be prepared to see most of the others as a blur as you scurry past
them on your way to your next destination.

Bring some money - Your plan may be to just wander and
browse, but sooner or later, some unusual food will temp you, or
you'll see some craft or other unique handmade item that you won't

be able to find anywhere else.
Be ready to buy it. 
Step outside your comfort zone - You will see many new and

unusual products, vendors and community groups, so this is your
big chance to stretch yourself.

If your idea of evening's entertainment is watching re-runs of Two
and Half Men, stop at the Theatre Aurora booth, and see what's
coming up in the new season. 

Haven't tried lemon-mango ice cream? Go for it.
Squeamish about bats, and wouldn't normally think of them for

mosquito control in your yard? Talk to the guy selling bat houses.   
Explore past the curb - Many people think the street sale con-

sists just of booths lining Yonge Street, but it's more than that.
It's activities taking place in parking lots, displays at the library,

and a chance to discover on foot all those shops and restaurants on
Yonge Street that you normally drive by at 60 kph on the other 364
days each year.

This may all make it sound like getting through the Street Festival
can be a daunting challenge, but it's always a lot of fun - rain or shine.

See you there.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

Street Festival survival guide

Front Porch
Perspective
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Get heavy-duty bags at St. John booth
To the editor,

Have you noticed that
since York Region went to
compostable bags that the
number of green garbage
bags put out has
increased?

It is difficult, if not
impossible, to find com-

postable, not biodegrad-
able (there is a difference)
bags.  Like most of you, I
knew the new rules were
coming into effect May 2,
2011 but hadn’t purchased
my supply of compostable
bags for the green bin until
the last minute.

I was using up the bags

from the grocery store.
At Oak Ridges Food

Market they didn’t charge
for the bags so if I forgot
to bring my reusable con-
tainers, I got a really
strong liner for my green
bin

Not any more.
I don’t really under-

stand the difference
between bio and compost,
but I always do as I am
told (ha, ha). Then another
problem has arisen.

Sorry, but this is turning
into another “poop” story.

Up to this time, you
could put dog doo-doo in
the green bin and you still

can but you must use
compostable bags.

Now the trick is to find
strong, inexpensive bags
to carry on walks and gen-
erally to cleanup after my
two large dogs (who poop
several times a day, and
large being the key word)
to meet the new stan-

dards.
Eureka. The St. John

Ambulance, Therapy dog
division, of which I am a
member, is selling special
compostable dog waste
bags.

I have purchased four
boxes and you too can take
my word for it that they are
strong and won’t start dis-
solving for 10 to 40 days -
giving you time to have a
garbage pick-up.

You, too, can take
advantage of this opportu-
nity at the upcoming
Aurora Street Sale.

The Therapy Dog divi-
sion is selling these bags
as a fundraiser.

Look for them at their
St. John Ambulance tent,
say hi to one of our therapy
dogs (could even be one of
mine) and take home some
compostable bags so you
also can help the environ-
ment and make a contribu-
tion to a worthy cause.

As well, at the St. John
Ambulance booth is a pro-
fessional groomer and vet
tech clipping dog nails for
$5 if you bring your com-
panion with you.

See you at the street
sale.

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

Hooray for letter writers: writer
To the editor,

Hurrah for Aurora fire-
fighter P. Cooke and Aurora
resident Dennis Collins for
saying what our Town
Council should be saying,
but are not.

This whole issue of "train
whistles" has gone on far too
long.

Just exactly where in
town are these "complainers
of whistles" living?

I'd be willing to bet that
they are "newcomers" to
town and don't live anywhere
near the tracks at all.  For a
century and a half, trains
have "whistled" to let people
know of their presence in our
fair little town.

Now, Mr. and Mrs. Goody
Two-shoes moves to Aurora
and wants the train whistles
to STOP, because it is wak-
ing little Billy and Suzie.

Get over it!
How would you like little

Billy and Suzie mowed down
by a train rolling through
Aurora because it wasn't
allowed to blow its warning

whistle all due to your com-
plaining?

Yah, right. I thought so.  
Take a look at all the

houses along Centre Street,
Berzcy Street, the whole
centre of town for that matter
and how long they have
heard these whistles.

Not one complaint until a
few new residents go to our

council to complain.
I'm not against new resi-

dents of Aurora at all.
Matter of fact, I welcome

them to a little town I've
called home for over 50
years.

And one of the things I
absolutely love to hear is the
sound of the train whistle
going through Aurora.  Dare I
say that it almost takes me
back to my childhood.

Isn't it enough that the
kids growing up today will
never get to smell that won-
derful smell of burning leaves
when everyone was allowed
to rake their leaves to the
street and control burn them?

Let's not deprive them of
the experience of train whis-
tles in Aurora.

Mark Holmes
Aurora 

Council makes good decision
re train whistles, but commuter
system is constantly changing
To the editor,

By shelving the idea of
eliminating train whistles
Aurora town council is on
the way to making a good

decision.
But do our local politi-

cians have the foresight to
start the necessary process
that will definitively improve
road and rail safety in our
town?

Like the old adage that
you can't stick your foot in
the same river twice, GO
Transit commuters almost
cannot ride the same sys-
tem twice due to constant
change and improvement.

While once a sleepy stop
near the terminus of a rela-
tively quiet rail line, Aurora
now finds itself in the mid-
dle of a growing regional
commuter rail network that
will run from Union Station
to the new Allendale
Waterfront GO Station in
Barrie, a distance of 100
kilometers. 

For Aurora residents, the
lingering question is
whether or not our roads
are prepared for more trains
passing through level cross-
ings, in particular St. John's
Sideroad, Centre and
Wellington Streets. 

Lest anyone think that
engineers at Metrolinx (GO
Transit's operating agency)
have been sitting on their
hands, the Barrie line has
been steadily expanding
and upgrading.

A connection at
Sheppard Avenue will pro-
vide a link to the newly
expanded University sub-
way line. A new station is

To the editor,

Have you ever sent a text or
answered your cell phone while
driving?

Do you think you are in total
control of your car when a minor
distraction occurs?

The Aurora Pact Committee
invites you to visit our booth at the
Aurora Street Festival and take
the distracted driver challenge at
our interactive display.

Also on hand will be York
Regional Police and OPP officers
to answer your questions.

Visit the Crime stoppers dis-
play or experience the feeling of
being detained in the R.I.D.E.
truck. . 

Get up close to a police cruis-
er, an ATV or a traffic motorcycle.  

We look forward to welcom-
ing you at our booth located just
south of Kennedy on the east
side of Yonge Street, in the park-
ing lot of the M&M plaza.

Stay informed and stay safe.

Marianne Mandryk
Vice Chair
Aurora PACT

planned for Highway 7 to
connect to the Viva net-
work.

As well, there will even-
tually be a grade separa-
tion at the "Davenport dia-
mond", where the Barrie
line crosses the east-west
Canadian Pacific line in
Toronto.

Track doubling continues
and will eventually reach
Aurora, while signaling has
also been improved. Trains
that are out of service can
be stored at the Barrie
South station.  

In fact, Metrolinx now
owns the whole Barrie rail-
way corridor which it
bought from CN Rail a cou-
ple of years ago.

An environmental
assessment for the entire
line will be conducted in the
next year and will most like-
ly make way for all-day,
two-way service.

The rustic days of trains
chugging through town
blowing their brass whistles
are long gone.

The future is coming
whether we like it or not.

In a letter to the editor
last year I noted that I
thought that the whistle
debate really missed the
point. Spending thousands

of dollars on studies and
infrastructure to silence the
trains seemed to hinge on
the presumption that no
more trains would ever be
added to the schedule.

Well, that clearly is not
the way things are going to
pan out.

Town council needs to
make the most up-to-date
assumptions about how rail
and traffic will flow through
town.

We need a clear vision
of what lies ahead.

In this respect, there are
two things we can count on:
there will be more trains
and there will be more vehi-
cle traffic.

Ultimately, the solution
is to keep these two modes
of transportation separate.

The good thing is that
we already have a model to
follow in Aurora.

If you travel southbound
on Yonge Street you will
notice that people had
enough forethought to
ensure that this busy road
runs under a railway
bridge. 

Not a new idea, but a
good one.

Peter Drost
Aurora

Find out what
it feels like at
PACT’s booth
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presents
    THEATRE         AURORA

Box Office: 905.727.3669 • Email: taboxoffice@bellnet.ca
www.theatreaurora.com

June 3, 4, 10, 11, 2011 
Curtain 8:00 p.m.  

Theatre Aurora
150 Henderson Drive, Aurora

Theatre Aurora Young Company’s 
Production of 

Charles Way’s
Red Red
Shoes

Produced by permission of Aurora Metro Press

Tickets $19 
(Students $5)

Produced by Jo-anne Spitzer
Directed by Andrea Emmerton

“Fascist” OMB overturns council decision, she says
To the editor,

Ronald Lanthier is my
new hero.

His letter to The
Auroran, OMB Rides
Roughshod over Town
Council, (May 10) struck a
deep chord in me.

He expressed articu-
lately and exactly the out-
rage and sense of deep
“wrongness” I first experi-
enced back in 1995 while
involved in OMB hearings
opposing OPA 129 in Oak
Ridges.

I was simply stunned at
the unilateral power the
OMB wielded in our demo-
cratic society.

Ronald Lanthier has val-
idated my strong feelings
and provided a fact source
in the book about the OMB
- A Law Unto Itself, by John
G. Chipman (2002
University of Toronto
Press), which he has kind-
ly loaned to me.

His willingness to take
the time and use his con-
siderable writing skill has
given me hope.  

I have recently identified
the political power the
OMB holds as a form of
tyranny.

Geopolitical scientist,
historian, economist and
author Richard Maybury
(http://www.richardmaybur
y.com/) has brilliantly con-
densed the forms of gov-
ernment systems that exist
on this planet into three -
liberty, tyranny, and chaos.

Systems that offer liberty
may vary, but all include
things like respect for the will
of the people, a process that
allows citizens’ participation
in decision making, and free-
dom to create the lives they
want.

Systems based in tyran-
ny also vary, but all include
things like no respect what-
soever for the will of the
people, who are allowed no
participation in decision
making, and no freedom to
create their lives the way

they want.
(Chaos occurs when

tyranny is stripped away
before a population is
ready to be responsible for
governing themselves.) 

We live in the most won-
derful free democratic
country in the world.

But here in Ontario - our
precious democratic free-
dom stops dead at the door
of the Ontario Municipal
Board.

At that point tyranny
takes over in the form of
this quasi judicial body that
is basically feudal in
nature, disguised as a
legitimate government
board.

Perhaps fascist would
be a better term - yes, as in
Nazis.

The OMB has no inter-
est in or respect for the will
of the people, and we are
allowed no participation in
the decisions the OMB
makes that restrict our
freedom to build our com-
munities the way we want.
Although the OMB appears
to provide a forum for pri-
vate citizens to speak at
hearings, this is only win-
dow dressing - citizen pre-
sentations are always
ignored.

In the case at hand with
the Lebovic golf course
development, it is even
worse.

Not only has the OMB
thumbed its nose at the
wishes of large groups of
citizens, just as it did dur-
ing the hearings for OPA
129 in Oak Ridges when it
rendered a decision that
changed the face of the
Oak Ridges Moraine forev-
er.

In this current case - it
has also ignored the town
plan, and overturned a
decision made by the elect-
ed officials of the people.

Our Mayor and Town
Council, along with our tal-
ented town planners who
are paid with our tax dol-
lars, created a solid town

plan that said no to this
development proposal.

Stunningly the OMB has
the power to overturn this
decision - and they have.

Fascist or Feudal - it is
still tyranny, and the OMB -
this powerful body,
accountable to no one
except the developers it
serves, has no place in our
modern democratic socie-
ty. 

So what do we do?
As a citizen of Ontario,

no matter where you live,
whether or not you are per-
sonally impacted by this
decision - now that you are
more aware, you should be
outraged - and a bit fright-
ened.

In our soft, cushy mod-
ern Canadian society we
are not accustomed to
standing up to tyranny -
indeed we can’t even rec-
ognize it as such when it’s
staring us in the face.

We have food on our
tables, cars in our drive-
ways, heat in our homes.

It’s too easy to say, “Oh
well, that’s just how it is,
we have to accept it.”

But witness the recent
uprisings in the Middle
East against tyranny.

Those were ordinary
people who stood up and
said - enough.

On May17 Ronald
Lanthier wrote another let-
ter calling upon our new
mayor and council to
declare their individual
positions on this shocking
issue.

Our previous councils
performed their jobs as
they were elected to do -
and said NO to this
unwanted, unneeded,
inappropriate and harmful
development proposal.

The OMB - which
apparently seems to be
working entirely for the
benefit of the developers,
stunningly has the power
to overturn that decision -
and it did.

So what will our new
elected officials do?

Will they stand up for
our freedom and demo-
cratic process? Or cave in
to tyranny.

Political freedom can
never be taken for granted
but must always be rigor-
ously defended at every
level of government.

In Ontario today, it is
important to fully recognize
that our freedom and dem-

ocratic rights have been
hijacked by OMB, and the
very fact that this is even
possible puts our entire
system at risk.

For me, there is only
one choice - tyranny must
be identified for what it is,
and vigorously opposed.
Our town council must
reject the tyrannical deci-
sion of the OMB, and stand
up for our precious demo-
cratic process - the one
that protects the will and
rights of the people, and
ensures continued liberty.

This is what we elected
them to do. 

And for the rest of us?
The process to disable

the OMB is not yet clear,
but the movement has
started. Decide to be part
of it.

As Ronald Lanthier sug-
gested, write a letter to
Premier McGuinty, or
Attorney General Chris
Bentley who is said to have
“administrative” responsi-
bilities for the OMB.

The more letters, the
more they will realize that
something must be done.
Write our MPP. Keep writ-
ing letters - long or short -
to the editors of various

papers - like Ronald
Lanthier did, and like
Susan Jones did, and like
I’ve done.

The more letters, the
more awareness grows.

At the end of the day,
the OMB is paid for with
our tax dollars. Can you
believe it?

Our own tax dollars are
used to overturn decisions
made by our duly elected
representatives - for the
SOLE benefit of develop-
ers.

At the end of the day -
it’s not about what’s good
or right or best for the land
or our town or the future of
the planet - it’s always
about money.

Who are these guys?
Who gave them the

power to do this?
Who can remove it?
Somewhere in the polit-

ical process is the key to
the demise of the archaic,
feudal OMB.

Let’s get going, and not
stop until we find it. 

Janet Matthews
Canadian Co-author
of Chicken Soup
for the Canadian Soul
Aurora 
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Letters to the Editor

To the editor,

Open letter no. 2 to Mayor
Dawe

I believe one of your pro-
nouncements in your build up
to the election was that you
would bring transparency to
your mayorship and the tax-
paying citizens would be kept
informed of your and the
council’s deliberations.

One major matter, which I
have been writing about
recently is one that we, and I
would imagine a large num-
ber of Aurorans, would like to
know, and that is, your posi-
tion on the reversal by OMB
of the decision made by the
previous town council to
reject a proposal for develop-
ment.

I refer, of course, to the
rewriting of the established
zoning bylaws to approve the
building of 75 town homes
and a water-guzzling golf
course in a strictly rural area,
not zoned for such purpose,
directly on the threatened
and protected Oak Ridges
Moraine, where there is nei-
ther sewers nor water servic-
es.

The Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Act was not
brought into force in 2001
because the Moraine was
robust and flourishing.

It was enacted, of course,
because the Moraine was
frail and threatened and
needed protection. OMB has

simply paid no heed to the
fragile state of the Moraine
and in spite of its required
protection, has approved the
project.

Incredible.
Oh sure, Mr. Lebovic has

found a loophole in the legis-
lation and is legally able to
evade its restrictions.

However, to simply extend
this escape clause to an
approval of the project is
extremely short-sighted and
has such long-term adverse
effects on the health and
well-being of our town.

And how many other
plans are in the pipeline wait-
ing for such a game-chang-
ing approval to inundate the
town council with similar
plans which will further dese-
crate the already over-bur-
dened Oak Ridges Moraine?

The imperious powers
that OMB is able to weave is
unique in Canada.

No similar body in any
other province has such
power, the power to overturn
decisions of duly elected
politicians. This must stop.

But how can this be
accomplished if the provin-
cial government, to whom
OMB reports, is unwilling to
take on this monarchial
body?

Are we just to sit idly by
while the desecration of the
"protected"  Moraine takes
place?

Are we simply to wring our

Writer asks again for mayor’s input
hands while the deluge of
similar jeopardous  projects,
waiting in the pipeline, are
allowed to further debauch
the Oak Ridges Moraine,
which was considered to be
in such jeopardy that the Oak
Ridges Moraine
Conservation Act was enact-
ed in 2001?

Perhaps the challenge to
OMB has to begin at the
local level.

As far as I know, Mr.
Lebovic's plan has not com-
pleted its Environmental
Assessments, nor has it

received from the Ministry of
the Environment a PTTW
(permit to take water) without
which the proposal cannot
proceed.

At least at the date of the
approval by OMB on April 14,
these two absolutely neces-
sary items were outstanding.

The OMB approval was
granted, subject to these
items being repaired, and the
ruling further stated that, cat-
egorically, on July 14, the
approval would be final.

What will happen, if by the
final date these two

absolutely essential comple-
tions have still not been final-
ized? Is there a plan "B"? 

What we would like to
know, as your promise of
transparency would dictate,
is what is your and each
councillors' position in this
matter.

Are you, or have you
already, succumbed to the
steamroller employed by
OMB or are you fighting for
the interests of the taxpaying
Aurorans and backing up the
very wise decision of the pre-
vious town council?  

This is the second time
we have asked for a simple
answer.

What is our elected mayor
and councillors' position on
this most important decision
with respect to the fragile
Oak Ridges Moraine and
does it have the moxie to
challenge the OMB decision
which has approved a  plan
that has, even yet, not ful-
filled all the requirements
necessary for approval.  

Ron Lanthier
Aurora

AFA planning
black tie gala
To the editor,

The Aurora Festival of the
Arts (AFA), the new non-profit
organization producing this
year's annual Aurora jazz+
Festival invites everyone to join
us on the Red Carpet for the
AFA's Hollywood Style Black Tie
Gala at The Mansion (formerly
DiNardos/ Aurora) June 9th at  6
p.m. 

Dress up in your pearls, faux
furs, tux or best pressed jeans to
enjoy cocktails, a fabulous three-
course meal (vegetarian option
available), all night dancing to the
big band sound of The George
St. Kitts Band and many surprise
guest artists from the 2011 festi-
val line-up.

There will also be an exciting
up-scale Silent Auction, best
costume prizes and draws.  

Gala Tickets are just $75 per
person and include a three-day
Aurora jazz+ Festival pass.

Tables of 10 and tickets are
available on-line at
www.aurorajazzfest.com or by
calling 289-841-3494.  Tickets
may also be purchased at
Jonathan's Restaurant in Aurora
(905-841-1807) and every
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the AFA Booth at the Aurora
Farmers Market. 

The AFA is grateful to have
received an Ontario Trillium
Foundation grant, sponsorship
from the Town of Aurora, plus
generous support from a num-
ber of York Region businesses to
cover the costs of the high cali-
bre of entertainment people
have come to expect of the
Aurora jazz+ Festival, however,

the AFA must continue to
fundraise to cover all festival
expenses.

Net funds raised from the
Gala will help the AFA to contin-
ue building a strong, and exciting
annual music and arts festival in
York Region. 

The festival expands this year
adding an extra day, and placing
a new focus on visual arts.

Also new is the Festival
Marketplace featuring artisans,
food vendors, local business
booths and a community booth,
a wine and beer garden, plus
plein-air artists and free activities
for children.   Children 12 and
under are free, so are the  65+
young at heart.

General admission is $5 per
day.

Three-day festival passes
($12) are  available every
Saturday at the AFA's booth at
the Aurora's Farmers Market
until July 23rd.

Buy the special AFA folding
water bottle to help 'green' the
festival with a festival pass ($20)
for even more savings.

The AFA continues to sup-
port two charities, Safehaven:
www.safehaven.to and the
Canadian Centre for Abuse
Awareness (CCAA):
www.abusehurts.com.  

For more information about
the Aurora jazz+Festival, to
check out the 2011 musical line-
up, or to become a volunteer or
vendor go to:
www.aurorajazzfest.com

Susan Morton-Leonard
AFA Communications
Aurora
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289 Wellington Street East, Aurora 727-4751 or 727-3040
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Great savings for your home...

Aurora Home 
Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East, Aurora 
 

                                   

905-727-4751

Please shop early 
as quantities are limited 

at

ELECTRICAL  •  PLUMBING 
Selected

  

     SEASONAL • FLOORING 
HOUSEWARES  •  TOILETS 

 
DISCONTINUED PRODUCTS 

AT LEAST 75%OFF
 

Saturday, June 4
8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday, June 5
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Rain dates: Saturday, June 11 & Sunday, June 12

 ALL PRICED TO MOVE
Selected interior doors an incredible $5.00 each

Selected laminate & hardwood flooring PRICED TO MOVE
Example – 220 sq. ft. of Bruce laminate

Reg: $887.80  NOW $330.00
Selected tools PRICED TO CLEAR

Example – Benchmark “SHARK” utility knife

Reg: $19.97  NOW $10.00

Paint mistints - $10.00/gallon   $5.00/quart
No tinting

“Stock” NORTHSTAR vinyl windows

$15.00/sq. ft.   Reg: $31.29/sq. ft.

Selected lumber HALF PRICE
Example – 1” X 6” X 6” pressure treated fence boards

Reg: $2.63   NOW $1.30

in Aurora

SHOES 

14800 Yonge St., 
Aurora Shopping Centre 

www.omarsshoes.com

905-727-9391SHOES
SINCE 1970

DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES- JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Quality Craftsmanship to better support your feet...
and improve your health!

GIZEH

ARIZONA 

Raz Khamissa, owner, 
invites you to come visit 
our staff who have gone
through in-depth training.

Omars has been 
fitting shoes from babies 
to adults for over 40 years.

MAYARI

MADRID

Letter to the Editor

Chairman liked hospitality
To the editor,

My wife and I attended the
Dominion Dart tournament, in
Aurora, from May 12th to the
16th, and from the minute we
arrived on May 12th, until the
morning we left on May 16th, we
were treated with the utmost of
respect and hospitality, such that I
have never received any better,
from any Branch or Province,
before.

As soon as I checked into our
hotel, I called the LAC Chairman,
Rick Preston, to let him know that
I had arrived.

He agreed to meet me at the
Branch at 3.30 p.m., to touch
base and go over some details.

I was greeted by Comrade
Rick and the LAC Tournament
Coordinator, Comrade Nancy
Briscoe, who gave me a tour of
the Branch and facilities.

Comrade Rick and his wife
Sue, invited Vera and I out for din-
ner and we agreed to meet at 7
p.m. at a local restaurant.

We were joined by the
Treasurer of the Branch,
Comrade Percy Keats and his
wife Kitty.

Both the meal and the compa-
ny were great.

We went to the Branch after
the meal for a night cap and to
meet some of the organizers.

There were people going
around everywhere, like busy
bees, all with a specific task to
complete. Met with Comrade Rick
at the Branch next day to check
Dominion Command inventory, to
ensure all was there.

Everything was intact and
accounted for.

We all had lunch at the
Branch and was joined by two
very prominent members of the
Branch, Rick’s parents,
Comrades Ray and Carol
Preston.

Met with registration people,
Comrade Cristine Ratchford and
Comrade Jennifer Sinclair and set
up how registration will proceed.

Mostly all were registered by 7
p.m. and Comrade Tom Keeble
organized a good old game of
knockout darts. A great evening of
laughter and fun was had by all.

On Saturday morning, there
was a beautiful Parade and
Wreath Laying Ceremony held
outside, at the Branch Monument,
with all dart teams in attendance.

Wreaths were laid by myself,
for Dominion Sports; Ontario’s
Vice President, Brian Weaver;
Ontario’s Sports Chair, Vic
Newey; and Comrade Rick
Preston, Branch President;
accompanied by District and
Zone Commanders.

We then moved inside and
held a meeting with all Provincial
team captains and went through
the Dart rules in the Sports guide.

There was a request from the
floor, that if there was a tie for first
or second place, then the tie
breaker would be decided by a
two out of three game, round
robin play and the winners would
go forward.

I granted their wish, “ONLY” if
all 10 Commands agreed with the
recommendation and all 10 did
so.

Singles play started a little
late, at 10.15 a.m.

After the round robin play,
Ontario’s Jim Long and New
Brunswick’s Fred McKinnon
advanced to the finals, with Jim
Long from Ontario coming out on
top, as the Singles Champ.

There was a small break then
Doubles play commenced.

After the round robin play,
Nova Scotia’s, Chris Steiger and
Jerry Myles and British
Columbia’s, John Markham and
Jim Hooker advanced to the
finals, with the Nova Scotia team
coming in first, and being named

doubles champs.
I also had the pleasure of

meeting one of the Branches
WW2 Veterans, Comrade Don
(Jack) Dempsey.

He told me some great war
stories and had great memories
of serving with Newfoundlanders.

He made me feel very proud
to have met him.

All teams disbursed for the
evening, to make ready for the
team play the next morning.

There were several activities
held at the branch, to entertain
the players and guests.

Some availed of their hospi-
tality and others just stayed
around their hotels and made
their own entertainment.

Bright and early the next
morning, all teams were on the
toe lines and ready to play.

We got things underway
around 9.30 a.m.

After a very intense round
robin play, Ontario’s, Roy Jacobs,
Paul Carlson, Andy Rust and
Gary Robinson came out on top,
with Newfoundland’s, Les Hulan,
Brian Joy, Adam Bullen and Sam
Organ finishing second.

After two games of play in the
finals, they were tied, but in the
third and deciding game,
Newfoundland came up victori-
ous and team winners.

After all the celebrations and
congrats were said, everyone
broke off to let the Branch set up
for the Banquet.

The Branch served an excep-
tional meal, bar none, one of the
best I’ve ever been served.

Under the direction of the MC,
Comrade John Briscoe, the pre-
sentations went well, with the
whole crowd getting in on the
congratulations for all winning
categories.

In starting my little speech
and greetings from our Dominion

President, I could only start with
one word, “WOW”.

Never have I attended any
sporting event before, that was
as organized as this one.

To have more than 50 com-
petitors assemble to compete
against one another, from all
across this great country and not
experience one argument or dis-
agreement was a kudo for the
Aurora staff.

The scorekeepers, under the
direction of Comrade Tom
Keeble, were extremely profes-
sional.

The kitchen staff and volun-
teers served exceptional meals
all weekend.

Under the strong hand and
rulings of Tournament
Coordinator, Comrade Nancy
Briscoe, the guys

all treated her with the utmost
respect, and rightfully so.

Under the direction of
Comrade Jason Bell, transporta-
tion was looked after in a quick
and efficient manner. The Color
Party was exceptional.

For me to mention everyone
who helped put this event off so
well, I would be here forever, so
congrats to all, and great job.

To close, this venue is
“Exceptional” and could be con-
sidered for any of our Dominion
Member Sports events.

Under the direction of
Comrade President Rick
Preston, and Members like
Treasurer, Comrade Percy Keats
and of course their wives and a
great line of volunteers, this
Branch will survive long, long
after other branches will have
closed their doors.

Congratulations folks. Great
job.

Dave Flannigan
Dominion Sports Chairman
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca

Skating Club captures Cup...again 
The Aurora Skating Club

team competed against 20
other Canadian and USA
teams to win the Cheney Cup
again this year.

Here are the top 3 results
for Aurora skaters:

PRE-PRELIMINARY A
FREESKATING (GROUP A)
Danielle Sparrow 1st.

PRE-PRELIMINARY A
FREESKATING (GROUP B)
Madisyn Lamoure 1st,
Madeline Petit 2nd,
Cassandra Tsioros 3rd.

PRELIMINARY A
FREESKATING (GROUP A)
Anastasia Severinets 3rd.

PRELIMINARY A
FREESKATING (GROUP B)
Haven Moulds 2nd.

PRELIMINARY A
FREESKATING (GROUP C)
Erin Forster 1st, Sarah Blois
3rd.

PRELIMINARY B
FREESKATING Cassandra
Tremblay 2nd, Geneva Bailey
3rd.

DUTCH WALTZ SOLO
DANCE Samantha Hadden
2nd.

FIESTA TANGO SOLO
DANCE Madeline Petit 2nd,
Danielle Sparrow 3rd.

FOXTROT SOLO DANCE
Haven Moulds 1st, Elise
Popa 3rd.

ROCKER FOXTROT
SOLO DANCE Taylor
Piotrowski 3rd.

KILLIAN SOLO DANCE
Hailey Riggs 3rd.

DUTCH WALTZ SHAD-
OW DANCE Martina
Scenna/Brittany Erickson 1st.

FIESTA TANGO SHAD-
OW DANCE Madeline
Petit/Danielle Sparrow 1st,
Madisyn Lamoure/Simona
Fanuzzi 2nd.

14 STEP SHADOW
DANCE Haven
Moulds/Yasmine Arshad 1st;
Cassandra Tremblay/
Anastasia Severenits 3rd.

P R E J U V E N I L E
FREESKATING (GROUP A)
Taylor Piotrowski 1st.

P R E - J U V E N I L E
FREESKATING (GROUP B)
Alex Johnston 1st, Julia
Steiner 3rd.

PRE-JUV/JUVENILE

FOOTWORK Kendall
Mannella 3rd.

PRELIMINARY FOOT-
WORK Cassandra Tremblay
2nd.

BEGINNER CM (GROUP
A) Samantha Tsioros 2nd.

BEGINNER CM (GROUP
B) Karlee Mannella 3rd.

BEGINNER CM (GROUP
C) Simona Fanuzzi 2nd.

BEGINNER CM (GROUP
D) Martina Scenna 3rd.

BEGINNER CM (GROUP
E) Brittany Erickson 2nd.

BEGINNER CM (GROUP
G) Alexandra Ledbury 2nd.

PRE-JUVENILE CM
(GROUP B) Emma Smith
1st; Kaitlin Vanwinckle 2nd.

PRE-PRELIMINARY CM
(GROUP A) Danielle
Sparrow 1st.

PRE-PRELIMINARY CM
(GROUP B) Madisyn
Lamoure 1st.

PRE-JUVENILE SPINS
(GROUP A) Alex Johnston
1st, Taylor Piotrowski 2nd.

PRE-JUVENILE SPINS
(GROUP B) Courtney
McGrath 1st; Julia Steiner

3rd.
PRE-JUVENILE SPINS

(GROUP C) Kaitlin
Vanwinckle 1st, Ashleigh
Calvert 2nd; Emma

Smith 3rd.
P R E - P R E L I M I N A RY

SPINS (GROUP A) Simona
Fanuzzi 3rd.

P R E - P R E L I M I N A RY
SPINS (GROUP B) Madeline
Petit 3rd.

P R E - P R E L I M I N A RY
SPINS (GROUP C)
Cassandra Tsioros 3rd.

PRELIMINARY CM
(GROUP B) Cassandra
Tremblay 2nd.

PRELIMINARY CM
(GROUP C) Haven Moulds
2nd.

PRELIMINARY CM
(GROUP D) Claire Palmer
2nd, Erin Forster 3rd,

BEGINNER SPINS
(GROUP A) Samantha
Hadden 3rd.

PRELIMINARY SPINS
(GROUP A) Anastasia
Severinets 3rd.

PRELIMINARY SPINS
(GROUP B) Haven Moulds

3rd.
PRELIMINARY SPINS

(GROUP C) Claire Palmer
3rd.

P R E - P R E L I M I N A RY
JUMPS (GROUP B) Madisyn
Lamoure 1st.

P R E - P R E L I M I N A RY
JUMPS ( GROUP C)
Madeline Petit 3rd.

TOTS CM Samantha
Hadden 2nd,

BEGINNER JUMPS
(GROUP B) Lauren
Strathdee 2nd.

BEGINNER JUMPS
(GROUP D) Martina Scenna
2nd.

PRELIMINARY JUMPS
(GROUP A) Cassandra
Tremblay 1st, Anastasia
Severinets 3rd.

PRELIMINARY JUMPS
(GROUP B) Haven Moulds
1st.

PRELIMINARY JUMPS
(GROUP C) Emma Smith
1st, Ashleigh Calvert 2nd,
Geneva Bailey 3rd. LIMITED
BEGINNER BOYS
FREESKATING Carson Klein
3rd.

TOTS FREESKATING
Samantha Hadden 2nd.

INTERMEDIATE JUMPS
Carley Steiner 3rd.

LIMITED BEGINNER
FREESKATING (GROUP E)
Alexandra Ledbury 2nd.

MUSIC INTERPRETA-
TION LEVEL 1 Madeline Petit
1st; Danielle Sparrow 3rd.

MUSIC INTERPRETA-
TION LEVEL 2 Elise Popa
1st, Madisyn Lamoure 2nd.

MUSIC INTERPRETA-
TION LEVEL 3 Haven
Moulds 2nd.

MUSIC INTERPRETA-
TION LEVEL 5 Raquel
Burgess 3rd.

JUNIOR/SENIOR SPINS
Raquel Burgess 3rd.

TOTS BASIC SKILLS
Jack Rispin 2nd.

BASIC SKILLS LEVEL 2
Jerod Sparrow 1st.

BASIC SKILLS LEVEL 1
Kylie Robinson 1st.

BASIC SKILLS LEVEL 3
Jenna Scenna 1st.

BASIC SKILLS LEVEL 4
Jayme Lamoure 1st.

BASIC SKILLS LEVEL 5
Kailynd Yaeck 2nd.

BASIC SKILLS LEVEL 6
Samantha Tsioros 1st.

PRE-JUVENILE JUMPS
(GROUP A) Alex Johnston
3rd.

PRE-JUVENILE JUMPS
(GROUP B) Kaitlin
Vanwinckle 1st, Julia Steiner
2nd. Julie Briscoe 3rd.

P R E - P R E L I M I N A RY
SHOWCASE Elise Popa 1st.

PRELIMINARY SHOW-
CASE Erin Forster 2nd,
Sarah Blois 3rd.

JUNIOR SHOWCASE
(GROUP A) Julia Steiner 1st,
Jasmine Biasi 3rd.

JUNIOR SHOWCASE
(GROUP B) Ashleigh Calvert
2nd,

SENIOR SHOWCASE
Carley Steiner 1st, Kate
Sutton 3rd.

LIMITED BEGINNER
TEAMS Guys & Dolls 1st
(Samantha Hadden, Carson
Klein, Jack Rispin, Kylie
Robinson, Jerod Sparrow);
Mini Flower Power 2nd
(Jayme Lamoure, Julia
Scenna, Samantha Tsioros,
Samantha Tsioros).

BEGINNER TEAMS
Dazzling Divas 1st (Isabelle
Ah-Sen, Emiko Arshand,
Brittany Erickson, Martina
Scenna, Julia Teti); American
Girls 2nd (Madison Lenchak,
Karlee Mannella, Lauren
Strathdee, Kassidy Yaeck).

P R E - P R E L I M I N A RY
TEAMS Flower Power 1st
(Simona Fanuzzi, Madisyn
Lamoure, Danielle Sparrow)
Glitz, Glam, Glitter &
Gorgeous 2nd (Alexandra
Ledbury, Madeline Petit, Elise
Popa, Cassandra Tsioros).

PRELIMINARY TEAMS
Sixties Sisters 1st (Ashleigh
Calvert, Erin Forster, Nicole
McCausland, Claire Palmer,
Emma Smith) Sparkling Stars
3rd (Haven Moulds, Eliana
Neophytou, Anastasia
Severinets, Cassandra
Tremblay)

PREJUVENILE TEAMS
Rhythm Nation 2nd (Yasmine
Arshand, Geneva Bailey,
Alexandra Johnston, Taylor
Piotrowski) SK8LES 3rd
(Jasmine Biasi, Sarah Blois,
Julie Briscoe, Courtney
McGrath, Julia Steiner).

JUVENILE TEAMS Spice
Girls 2nd (Samantha
Duncan, Kendall Mannella,
Carley Steiner, Kaitlin

Vanwinckle).
INTERMEDIATE TEAMS

Canadian "EH" 2nd (Raquel
Burgess, Briar Koski, Hailey

McGrath, Hailey Riggs,
Kate Sutton).

The Aurora Skating Club Cheney Cup winners are shown here. They are, back row, Nicole McCausland,
Alex Johnston, Ashley Calvert, Courtney McGrath, Taylor Piotrowski, Samantha Duncan, Kaitlin
Vanwinckle, Carley Steiner, Hailey McGrath, Tyler Robinson, Katie Sutton, Raquel Burgess and Sierra
Chovanec. Top Middle Row, Andy Klein, Claire Palmer, Geneva Bailey, Julia Steiner, Jasmine Biasi,
Yasmine Arshad, Hailey Riggs, Madison Lenchak, Ally Ledbury, Sarah Blois, Emma Smith, Elise Popa,
Erin Forster, Janna Gosar, JoAnne Scott, Lindsay Smith and Ali Greenwood. Lower Middle Row, Renald
Foisy, Brittany Erickson, Martina Scenna, Isabelle Ah-Sen, Danielle Sparrow, Kassidy Yaeck, Lauren
Strathdee, Cassie Tsioros, Eliana Neophytou, Anastasia Severinets and Madeline Petit. Middle Row, Blair
Koski-Klein, Samantha Tsioros, Emi Arshad, Julia Scenna, Julia Teti, Kailynd Yaeck, Madisyn Lamoure
and Simona Fanuzzi. Front  Row, Kylie Robinson, Samantha Hadden, Jack Rispin, Jerod Sparrow,
Carson Klein and, Jayme  Lamoure. Absent when photo was taken were Haven Moulds, Karlee Mannella,
Kendall Mannella, Megan Howe, Cassandra Tremblay and Julie Briscoe.

SPORTS
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Dr. Sam Naghibi, 
Family Physician 

is pleased to announce that he is 

In the Tim Hortons/Wendy’s Plaza

• Hair reduction                        • Skin tightening 
• Pigmented lesion removal     • Wrinkles 
• Acne Treatment                      • Rosecea 
• Spider veins                         
• Rejuvenation of skin tone and texture
• Operated by Sherry Bahrampour, Licensed Esthetician 

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
Also, as of May 1st, we are offering LASER/IPL treatment 
under doctor’s supervision for: 

Tel: 905-727-1843
300 Wellington St. East, Unit #2, Aurora 

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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uoJune 13 - 4 Days M-T
June 27 - 4 Days

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

Aurora residents Kirsten, Andy, Janet and Graham Mitchell are shown just after racing in a family relay
with the Aurora Master Ducks Swim Club at the 2011 Canadian Masters Swimming Championship
recently. Photo by Stelios Chrysochou

Aurora swimmers second at Masters
By MELONY TEAGUE

The 2011 Canadian
Masters Swimming
Championship was held in
Montreal recently had the
Aurora Master Ducks Swim
Club in attendance with 60
athletes ranging in age from
19 to 67 years old. Nancy
Black, Head Coach of the
club said, "Our club allows a
fitness swimmer to enjoy
swimming and develop bet-
ter techniques, but also pro-
vide enough substance to
produce national and world
class performances."

Master Duck, Dan
Thompson, who set two
national masters records in
Montreal also set two world
records in his age group.
Not only is he a competitive
swimmer himself, but his
two daughters both swim
competitively, as well. 

"Swimming is one of
those skills every family
should have,"  Dan said,

"Not everyone may want to
compete but when you get
the opportunity go for it! All
that matters is that you do
you best, have fun, support
each other and cheer each
other on at whatever the
level. My daughters love to
swim and I love to watch
them grow and gain confi-
dence." 

Another competitive fam-
ily from Aurora is the
Mitchell family, who compet-
ed in a relay as a family in
the final relay event of the
meet in Montreal.

Graham, 19, and his sis-
ter, Kirsten 21, joined
together to form a relay
team with their parents for
what was a memorable
event not only for them as a
family, but also for the entire
Master Ducks team.

Janet Mitchell had this to
say about the event: "We
had been talking for a long
time about how much fun it

would be for the four of us to
swim together on a relay at
a Masters meet. It was par-
ticularly memorable since
we were able to do that at
Nationals with so many of
our teammates there - defi-
nitely a highlight of the meet
for all of us." 

Watching the two parents
and their two adult children
walk over to the edge of the
pool together in matching
caps and competitive
bathing suits was a sight to
behold.

"It's the most wonderful
feeling. I have coached the
parents for years, and all the
while, watched their 'not so
young ones anymore` train
and race as children,” Ms.
black said. “Now I coach
them all. They can train
together and compete
together. Not many sports
offer that. It's great and they
were great together."

Graham, who has swum

competitively up to the uni-
versity level, swam his per-
sonal best time for his 50
metre backstroke in that
relay.

Dad, Andy is 50 and his
wife Janet, 51 joined the
Aurora Master Ducks in the
fall of 2000 purely for fitness
reasons and once Andy saw
how much fun she was hav-
ing, he joined, too.

It was not long before
they were both fit and com-
peting.

The Master Ducks
placed second overall at the
2011 National
Championships, which is
the highlight of the competi-
tive swimming season.

Their fortitude was evi-
denced by the fact that they
were among those left
standing on deck on the
final day of a four-day meet,
which is physically and
mentally demanding in
itself.

The camaraderie and
team spirit of the Master
Ducks was something that
Ms. Black was proud of.  "I
am very proud of you all,”
she said, “and remain grate-
ful for your loyalty to our
team and each other."

Their success in the pool
was rewarded by 35 gold
medals, 28 silver and 23
bronze medals for an out-
standing total of 86 medals.

The next Canadian
Masters Championship
Meet will be held in
Kelowna, B.C. in May, 2012.

Masters Swimming
Canada (MSC) encourages
participation of adults 18

and over offering a wide
range of fitness and compet-
itive initiatives.

One incentive program is
called the Million Meter
Challenge.

Swimmers can log their
swim practice mileage in
efforts to track their
progress.

Several Master Ducks
have surpassed the three
million metre mark.

Whether they are well
into their millions or not,
monitoring their progress
often keeps individual moti-
vation and incentive for par-
ticipation; exactly what MCS
hope to do.

Town finalizes agreement
Aurora Council and the York

Catholic District School Board
have finalized their agreement
which will bring forward a part-
nership between the two parties
on a new shared use artificial
turf field to be constructed at St.
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High
School.

The deal was authorized by
council last week.

Under the shared use and
maintenance agreement, the
Town would have access to the
field from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. on
any school day and from 6 a.m.
to 11 p.m. on non-school days,
including summer holidays.

Through the agreement, the
Town would assume responsi-
bility of maintenance and hydro,
while the School Board would
be responsible for parking lot
lights, walkways, and the main-
tenance of both.

While councillors seemed to
be in agreement that this part-
nership was a good move and
would bring much needed play-
ing space to the municipality,
Councillor Wendy Gaertner
expressed some concern over
the finer points of the partner-
ship agreement, particularly
where the agreement would go
if the turf lasted longer or less
than its anticipated 20-year lifes-
pan.

"If the turf lasts 15 years then
there are clauses within the
agreement that deal with capital

replacement of the turf," said
Mr. Downey. "Council of the day
then has the opportunity to
enter into a new lease agree-
ment or abandon the facility and
the school board would then be
responsible for whatever is left
on their hands. However, if the
turf lasts 22 years, the agree-
ment would go until there is a
need to replace the turf."

Replacement would be a
shared responsibility of the
Town and the school board, 
he added.

Councillor Gaertner contin-
ued to pose similar questions
on whether the agreement was
just for 20 years or actually for
the life of the turf a number of
times before Councillor
Thompson called a point of
order.

"The same question has
been asked five times and Mr.
Downey has answered five
times," he said. "It is clear in the
contract. Should you need clari-
fication perhaps earlier today or
at some other point you should
have sat down with Mr.
Downey."

Upon being asked for further
clarification, Mr. Downey told
Councillor Gaertner that the
agreement is indeed framed on
20 years, but the agreement
covers all possible bases.

"If it lasts 18 years we have
accommodations within the
agreement to deal with a pre-

mature need to replace that
turf," he said. "If that turf lasts
beyond the 20 years there are
provisions within the contract
that allow it to continue on until
such time that a replacement is
required, however, feel that it
more than likely will be around
20 years or less."

The agreement allows for
some flexibility in that the school
board would able to request
eight days throughout the year
where the Town would ordinari-
ly have access to the field.

"There was a concern that if
they went to a full calendar year
there may be some issues
about our use of the facility in
the summer so we had defined
the school year from
September to July," said Mr.
Downey. 

"If that definition changes
then the agreement would
change and this agreement
must be changed at the mutual
consent of both parties so we
wanted to make sure that if the
school's calendar changed they
would not have access to that
facility unless it was agreed to
by both parties."

From the perspective of
Councillor Evelyn Buck, the pro-
posed agreement was almost
beyond reproach. 

"I am in full support of the
agreement and I would like to
point out that in making this
agreement with the school

board we don't just have the use
of land that is not ours, they
bought it, they paid for it, and
paid development charges to
the Town when they built their
school and now we have the
use also of a paved parking lot,
no cars parked on our streets,
no inconvenience to residential
neighbourhoods. 

"We have the access to 
toilets. No expense to the tax-
payers. I can't think of a better
arrangement that we could
have with another public
agency to join together and pro-
vide such a facility and we have
nothing like it. That anyone
could see negative aspects to
this report, I simply cannot 
comprehend. It confuses me
completely."

But while other councillors
expressed similar sentiments,
Councillor Chris Ballard was
cautious.

"I am always nervous
because I am aware of wonder-
ful agreements that the Town of
Aurora entered into with school
boards back in the 50s and 60s
that went sour, that we forgot
about, and perhaps over the
years didn't work out the way
that we thought they would, so I
am nervous about that.

"I think this is a great step
forward. We're not making any
more land in Aurora, especially
for soccer pitches so anything
we can get is a good thing."



suffering.
The group has a face book

page, search Project Organ
Donation Awareness, a Twitter
account @Project Organ
Donate PODA and a website at
www.AuroraClicks.com/Poda.
Their project ends June 5.

Consent registration forms
may be downloaded from the
facebook page and website,
placed in an envelope and
deposited in the confidential

and fully secured box in their
booth at the Street Festival.     

PODA plans to continue its
efforts after the project finishes.

They have other events and
drives in the planning stage
and will consider any proposal
from all parties, public and pri-
vate, wishing to utilize their
services or seeking to partner
with them.

Volunteers are welcome.
They can be called at 905-503-
0717. 

12 - THE AURORAN, Week of May 31, 2011

From page 1

FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10am - 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

CLEAR OUTS ON SALE
www.thefanman.ca

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Two programs
attract Aurora
soccer players

Two programs currently
underway in Aurora have
attracted hundreds of soccer
players.

The first, a Conditioning
Camp, is an intensive course
designed for both the individ-
ual player and the team as a
whole.

It focuses on the develop-
ment of anaerobic
endurance, strength training,
power and muscular
endurance, diet and nutrition
and testing for improve-
ments and will be achieved
by using the most up-to-date
and age appropriate meth-
ods of conditioning along
with superior training by Ex-
Pro International Soccer
players including: Bobby
Russell, Ex-Glasgow
Rangers/Hall of Famer; Allan
Kerr, Ex-Pro Kilmarnock,
Scotland; Marius Rovda, Ex-
Pro Norway and
International Goalkeeper.
The program is currently
runing at the sports dome
from 6 to 8 p.m.

The Stinger Stars pro-
gram is in its fifth year and is

offered to anyone with spe-
cial needs ages 6 to16, how-
ever, this year, there have
been some significant
improvements including: the
number of players that can
be accommodated, a larger,
qualified coaching staff, cor-
porate sponsorship and a
new cost: it’s free.

The program is designed
to create a physical and
mental appropriate training
curriculum in a fun, safe and
structured environment.

There is a near term goal
to develop a program of
training that in time, involves
regional games with compe-
tition.

Other important objec-
tives include helping raise
the standard for coaching for
disabilities as well as raising
awareness for the coaching
and competition needs of
players with disabilities, and
the need for inclusion locally
and nationally.

That proram is currently
running Saturdays at
Sheppards Bush for an hour
beginning at 11 a.m.

council, there were a number of
lingering questions to ask before
going forward, including pinning
down a definition of "wellness
centre", what services such a
centre would offer, and the need
for such services in the commu-
nity.

"This proposal is also for long-
term care," she said. "That's won-
derful, we all want to support our
elderly, we all want to be there for
them and make sure they have
secure residences, but there is
one right across the street. Why
do we need one to change the
integrity of our community?"

From her perspective, ques-
tions also remained on the
effects the proposed develop-
ment would have on their local
water quality and wellhead pro-
tection, road integrity, and con-
cerns related to Oak Ridges
Moraine legislation. 

"How can you place faith in a
developer that has already
demonstrated bad faith?" she
asked. "They're going to ask for
another variance down the road
and that variance is going to be to
remove the addiction restriction
and then what we have at the
end of an estate residential area
is a methadone clinic. That is not
what we bargained for when we
purchased these properties."

In response, Marco
Ramunno, Aurora's Director of
Planning, said that aside from a
density increase on the property
in question, all other develop-
ment standards were within the
official plan and Oak Ridges
planning restrictions.

Much of this can be attributed
to downscaling done by the plan-
ners through negotiations with
staff and ratepayers, he said.

The wellness centre and all
other buildings on the site would
be on the municipal water and
sewer systems and would not
adversely affect the water quality
of neighbouring residents, he
added.

"Based on the reports that
were submitted and the reviews
that were undertaken and the
comments we received from all
the technical agencies, no
agency raised any objection to
the reports," he said. "Some of
them required further information
but none of them raised any con-
cerns and that related to the envi-
ronmental reports, the hydro-
geological reports; as well, the
Region of York indicated no
objection with respect to the pro-
posal."

Restrictions agreed upon in
the zoning bylaw would rule out
the possibility of having a
methadone clinic as part of the
complex, he added.

"Any additional changes
would require a full application
and full public planning process
before this council," said Mr.
Ramunno. "The only use that is
permitted within the health centre
is a wellness centre, a medical

Mayor calls recess

Students seek donors

office, and accessory uses being
a pharmaceutical dispensary.
There are a number of uses that

are not permitted on site and
they range from supermarket
retail store, to addiction clinic."

From page 1

Council did not
authorize release,
councillor claims

After raising the ire of
Councillor Chris Ballard in the
blogosphere last month, an April
15 media advisory regarding the
Town and former Aurora mayor
Phyllis Morris' lawsuit against
three local bloggers, among oth-
ers, will be the subject of future
discussion, courtesy of a notice
of motion made last week by
Councillor John Gallo. 

In his notice of motion,
Councillor Gallo expressed con-
cerns with how this media
release was handled.

The April 15 press release,
issued in the wake of council's
decision to pay the former
mayor's legal bills to December
2010 based on legal advice
from George Rust-D'Eye, out-
lined a number of ways the
municipality might seek to
"rebuild" its relationship with the
public.

"We recognize...that the trust
between the Town and its resi-
dents may have been damaged
by its involvement [in Ms. Morris'
suit]," reads the press release.
"While it will take time to repair
that trust, the Town will be taking
specific steps to rebuild its part-
nership with the people of
Aurora."

The press release goes on to
outline various "areas of
change", to be presented to
council, to achieve that.

That’s where part of
Councillor Gallo's objection
comes in. 

In his notice of motion,
Councillor Gallo points out that
"council governs by resolution"
and that "councillors may, or
may not, agree with the content
of the media advisory".

He asks for the office of
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and CAO
Neil Garbe be directed "to pro-
vide council with an explanation
as to how the Corporation put
forward a position to the public
on behalf of council without
council's direction, and why rec-
ommended policy changes
were communicated through
the media advisory without first
being brought to council for its
consideration."

The recommended policy
changes mentioned by
Councillor Gallo include review-
ing the Town's litigation policy so
that any resolutions on com-
mencement of litigation will
require "clear language of such
authorization" and that "any
opportunity for private interfer-
ence with external lawyers by
members of Council will be

restricted”.
Further changes are pro-

posed to address areas of fiscal
responsibility and conflict of
interest when retaining outside
legal counsel. 

"Finally, the Town will be
preparing an indemnification
policy," the release states. "This
indemnification policy will
address, among other things,
when and how a member of
council or employee of the Town
can be reimbursed for legal
expenses that were incurred in
their capacity as members of
council or employees of the
Town."

While the media release
plainly states it is being released
on behalf of the corporation, it
does not explicitly state it is
speaking on behalf of council-
lors, aside from outlining the
actual decision made at council
to pay costs incurred in the
Morris matter.

Changes to Town policy, it
noted, "will be presented to
council over the next several
months”.

Councillors, however, have
yet to express their views on the
media release at the table, but
Councillor Ballard has already
made his feelings known
through a website.

"Let the record show that
I...have grave concerns about
how such a media advisory
could be issued without council
knowledge or approval of both
the statements and policy initia-
tives suggested in the advisory,"
he wrote on his website. "I sus-
pect you'll be hearing more
about this in the coming days. 

"I wonder, however, when
this fruitless slagging - a witch
hunt - will end and members of
council will begin to plan for the
future and not live in the past.
The citizens of Aurora are ask-
ing where we're taking this
Town... I fear it is over a cliff."

From the perspective of
Councillor Evelyn Buck, howev-
er, when council makes a deci-
sion it becomes a corporate
decision.

"He's not been paying atten-
tion," she said, regarding
Councillor Gallo's motion. "Once
the majority decides a decision
is made it becomes corporate.
It's a decision that is carried out
by the administration.”

Evidently these words were
not enough for residents in the
audience who were vocal
throughout the meeting, often
raising their voices at councillors
and trying to interject their com-
ments into the discussion.

To ensure residents were
"fully informed" on the informa-
tion, Mayor Dawe called a 20-
minute recess for the residents to
meet in an adjacent room with
Mr. Ramunno to discuss the plan
and air their grievances. 

The meeting, which lasted for
over 40 minutes, was decidedly
more civil than the free-for-all in
the council chamber and sug-
gestions from the residents
ranged from having the develop-
er put gates on either end of the
community and ensuring that
any condominium units be sold
between $750,000 and $1 mil-
lion "in keeping with the commu-
nity”.

When they emerged, Mr.
Ramunno said he felt residents
had a better understanding of the
application but questions still
remained. 

"The concern was still raised
with respect to the medical office
unit, office use, wellness centre,
and addiction clinic, which is a
use that is not permitted on the
site," he said. "Some of the resi-
dents have requested that a fur-
ther interval to ensure that an
addiction clinic is prohibited on
the site and they ask if the appli-
cant would agree to a restrictive
covenant being issued on the title
as per the zoning bylaw." 

The planning consultant for
the site, who sat in on the meet-
ing did not have a concern about
that, Mr. Ramunno added.

Councillors approved the staff
recommendation with the
amendments 8-1 with Councillor
Wendy Gaertner being the lone
holdout.

In the discussions with resi-
dents, Mr. Ramunno, and Susan
Walmer, representing RAYS
(Ratepayers of Aurora Yonge
South), the concerned residents
were invited to join the ratepayer-
s' group so they could be a party
to the arguments they would be
making at the Ontario Municipal
Board.

"I think what we have before
us tonight when all is said and
done, given what could be there
and what we ended up with, I
think we probably struck as best
as we're going to get," concluded
Councillor Chris Ballard. "We'll
have to make sure that when it
comes to site plan agreements
and buildings that look as beauti-
ful as we can possibly get, and
ones that complement the neigh-
bourhood and ones that you can
be proud of as marking an
entrance way to a wonderful part
of town."
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Dinner for 3 “A”  

GRAND OPENING 
Empire Chef Empire Chef 

Chinese Cuisine
Open style kitchen - First one in Aurora

Always fresh • No MSG • 100% vegetable oil

Only $4.99

Great lunch specials

Aurora Shopping Centre – 14800 Yonge St. 
Unit 112 - By NO FRILLS

905-503-6888 empirechefmenu.com

Now only $26.95 

BEST FOOD 
FAST TAKE-OUT 
& DELIVERY 

OPEN
7 DAYS

A WEEK
 –drink included

June 4th, 2011 
1ST ANNUAL 
12 HOUR 

ENDURANCE CHALLENGE
State Farm Property (333 Commerce Dr. Aurora) 

• Safe & controlled course
• Prizes for each category 
• CHIP timing 
• On site mechanical support 
• Bike clinic & demonstrations

FOR KIDS: Face Painting & Biking Safety presentation 
by York Regional Police

For more information contact Ed Veal at 905-251-8810

OUR THANKS TO:

REAL DEAL RACING PRESENTS 

www.rideallday.ca

THIS SATURDAY

HILLARY HOUSE

You can check out medical
museum during Doors Open

By CATHERINE
RICHARDS

Curator-Manager, 
Aurora Historical

Society
Hillary House National

Historic Site (NHS) is
owned and operated by
the Aurora Historical
Society.  Located on two
acres of land and built in
1862, Hillary House NHS
is one of Canada's finest
examples of Gothic
Revival Architecture.

Characteristics of
Gothic Revival
Architecture include point-
ed arched windows and
the gingerbread-type lac-
ing that is seen below the
eavestroughs and roofing
at Hillary House.  

From its construction,
Hillary House was home to
four doctors during the late
nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries and tells us
much about medical histo-
ry in Ontario.

Hillary House is one of
two sites in Ontario that
maintain a specialized
medical collection.

This is reflected in the
Consulting Room and
Dispensary where surgical
instruments, medicine bot-
tles and medical textbooks
that would have been used

in the house are on dis-
play.

The domestic parts of
the house have been dec-
orated and furnished to
reflect the changing eras
during the Hillary family's
residence (1876 - 1992) in
this home.

The study, the drawing
room, bathroom, bed-
rooms and ballroom con-
tain furniture and domestic
objects that are original to
the house as they were
used by the Hillary family,
making this a unique site
with very few non-original
objects on display.  

Located on the property
is the only free-standing
outbuilding still found on
the grounds - the barn.
Architecturally, the barn
reflects the Picturesque
Gothic Revival style where
vertical board-and-batten
siding and fragmentary
bargeboard can be seen.

The barn would have
contained the Doctor's
horse, sleigh and carriage
and with these he would
be able to visit patients at
their homes.

In 2007, the barn was
completely renovated,
strengthened and
restored.  

Other restorations

include the ballroom (the
ceilings and walls are com-
pletely new and the mold-
ings have been duplicated
to match the originals
exactly) and the bathroom
(believed to possibly be
the first indoor bathroom
installed in Aurora in
1888). 

As part of preparations
for the 150th anniversary
of Hillary House in 2012,
restorations to the gardens
and landscape will begin
to take shape over the
summer of 2011.  

Visitors to Hillary House
on Doors Open day, can
participate in both House
and Garden tours, a lawn
barbeque, the gift shop's
blowout sale and enjoy the
showcase of artworks by
local wood and iron arti-
san, Doug Copley on the
Hillary House grounds. 

Don't miss Doors Open
day, Saturday, July 9,
2011, most sites open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For
more information or to vol-
unteer,  visit
www.aurora.ca/doorsopen
2011 or call (905) 727-
3123 Ext. 4351.

Doors Open Aurora is
an activity of the Aurora
Heritage Advisory
Committee.

Make OSPCA report public,
Klees tells Liberal government

Newmarket-Aurora MPP
Frank Klees this week called on
the McGuinty government and
the OSPCA (Ontario Society
for Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals) to release the findings
of an independent investigation
into the OSPCA's shelter near
Newmarket.

Retired Justice Patrick
LeSage and Dr. Alan Meek
were commissioned to conduct
the investigation following
province-wide reaction to the
OSPCA's planned killing of the
entire population of animals
under the care of the OSPCA's
shelter near Newmarket.  

The OSPCA initially justified
the planned euthanization as
the only way to deal with an out-
break of ringworm at the shel-
ter.

Due to overwhelming pres-
sure from veterinarians and the
public, the OSPCA was forced
to cancel its plans, but not until
102 animals had been killed.

Mr. Klees had called on the
government to put a stop to the
planned euthanasia, but was
rebuffed by government minis-
ters who claimed they had no
authority to intervene. 

In response to public pres-
sure and calls for an independ-
ent investigation by Mr. Klees in
the legislature, the LeSage-
Meek investigation was com-

missioned, with a commitment
that it would be made public.

Mr. Klees confirmed with
Justice LeSage's office earlier
this week, that the report had

been completed and delivered
to the OSPCA.

Later, he called for the
report to be made public, as
promised. 



You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 79,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

 
Protect Your 

Driveway 
Keep It Looking 

Like  New 

DRIVEWAY 
SEALING

905-841-8949 
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S 

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

� FOR SALE � BUSINESS SERVICES
N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cabinet grand
piano, with 
original stool. $580. 
Please email
bob@auroran.com

� SWIMMING INSTRUCTION 

� ELDER CARE AVAILABLE

NON-COMPETITIVE and
COMPETITIVE SWIM-
MING: Children to adults.
Aurora Selkies and
Masters Swim Clubs.
Register now for the
2011/12 season. www.
swimgym.ca 905-841-
3450.

VideosVideos
Now Playing

Bringing the business community to you!

www.theauroran.com 

We have tons of events in and around Aurora on our 

at www. theauroran.com
Come out and enjoy.  Most events are FREE!

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with 
Alison 

Search for businesses in our Marketplace. 
Go go www.theauroran.com then click on the 

Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page. 

Our        Town

FunFun community

 
    

Auroran videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

EVENT CALENDAR

THEAURORAN.COM

Collins-Mrakas

Watch

 • Aurora Garden 
& Horticultural Society 

Annual Dessert 
Competition 

• 

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN
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(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

BUSINESS
SERVICES
in and around

AURORA

BUSINESS
SERVICES

FOR 
SPRING!

50% OFF

$5 OFF

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

ANY SERVICE WITH
$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

$5 OFF

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 
905-841-6969

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

✄

25% OFF
ALTERATIONS & CLEANING 

For Prom & Wedding Dresses 
& Formal Wear 

Limited Time offer
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄
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GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

RECE$$ION BU$TER

Over 30 years experience. 

 

CONCRETE IMPRESSIONS 
• Stamped concrete for as low as $8/sq. ft. 

Garage Floors • Driveways • Waterproofing 
• Basement Walkouts • Walk-ways • Curbs 

905-505-2410
“We leave good impressions”

• INSURED  • REFERENCES FREE ESTIMATES

www.uniqueconcreteimpressions.com

SUNRAY HORTICULTURAL

Lawn Cutting

905.758.8100
sunrayhorticulture.com

Garden Design       Flower Planting

Weed Control    • • • 
• 

• 
Garden Maintenance

3 Cu.Yds. $109 + HST 
(Includes delivery to Aurora & Newmarket 

other areas slightly more) 

  MAY 
 

MINI BIN 
$139 + HST 
DROP OFF 
& PICK UP  

Also available: MULCH, TOPSOIL, GRAVEL, RIVER ROCK, SCREENINGS 
FULL  SERVICE  LANDSCAPE  COMPANY 

CALL US @ 905-727-7102 

SPECIALS
WEEDLESS 

GARDEN SOIL 

SPIRITUALIST 
PSYCHIC 

CONSULTANT

LIFE READINGS

Questions of faith 
and guided 
prayer work,
love, money,

marriage, 
infidelity. 

All questions of life, 30yrs. exp. 

905-505-0471
www.shechinahstudios.com

Missed last week’s show? 
No worries. 

You can watch it anytime at
www.theauroran.com, on TVA.
Alison and special guest,

Christopher Watts, discussed 
heritage in Aurora.

“Our Town” 
with

Alison Collins-Mrakas

WEDNESDAY
NIGHTS 

at 7
• This Week in Aurora 

• Council Watch 
• Mail Bag 

• This Week’s Topic

theauroran.com 

BACKYARD SWIMMING
lessons in Aurora, Red
Cross certified. Contact
Leigh at 905-726-7940. 

� CONDO FOR RENT

CONDO FOR RENT Ft.
Myers Beach Florida. 2 bed-
room, two bath, fully
equiped. Rent one week,
second week half price.
www.captainsbay.com 416-
720-1755.

 

Red Cross certified 
All levels 

Call Ali

Swimming Lessons
In our pool or yours? 

416-648-0304

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

DANCE  LESSONS

8 weeks Only $95 Including HST  
4,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   

Location: Royal Canadian Legion #385 - 105 Ind. Pkwy North

 
          

Level 1 –8pm - 9pm 
 West Coast Swing

MONDAY NIGHT
 

Classes start
 May 16
through to 
July 11

Classes start
 May 16
through to 
July 11

Level 2 – 9pm - 10pm: Waltz

SteveMillerDance.ca
416-587-4125

Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca 

Want to keep up with 
what’s happening?

For more information call 

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7,  Aurora 

2 FREE bags of salt 
Guaranteed NEW stock;  

we never install used equipment.

• Water 
   Softeners 
• Reverse 
   Osmosis 
• Iron 
   Filters 
• Point of Use 
   Coolers

Ron Butler, 416-818-5075

Ask about our Rental Options 
We offer Low Finance rates

12 Mth. @ 0% 

ELDER CARE PRACTI-
TIONER available: help
around house, daily activi-
ties, nutritious meals,
shopping.call: 416-859-
6374.

� ELDER CARE WANTED

FULL-TIME LIVE-IN
CAREGIVER Child care
ages 6 & 12 yrs. old. Light
housework. 905-841-
8161.

� SHARED ACCOMMODATIONS

ROOM FOR RENT -
shared accommodations
in apartment building.
Cable, laundry, use of
kitchen. $450. 905-841-
1942

BOOKKEEPING and 

NEED AN ASSISTANT?

647-704-2122

Helping small businesses 
& individuals with 

INCOME TAX needs

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 
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as a permanent 
Registered Dental Hygienist

It was a busy day at the Aurora Arboretum last week as this photo shows.  The
planters finished at noon, just before Mother Nature came to 
water the garden. You can go for a virtual nature walk by entering
www.auroraarboretum.ca.  

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape
Summertime is time for vacation

The summer months are
upon us, eagerly welcomed
with expected fine weather,
while the glowing prospect
of holidays seizes seniors’
imagination with eager
anticipation.

Seniors need a change of
pace from the steady diet of
retirement to some extent,
and many make sure they
get it.

It makes perfectly good
sense to holiday during
retirement; after all, holidays
start for the majority of us
with the kindergarten school
system. 

The mind quickens mere-
ly by conjuring memories of
past holidays and dreams of
future vacations with visits to
friends or relatives and per-
haps trips to exotic places.

Holidays from work rep-
resent a necessity for almost
everybody so that with
retirement, the annual holi-
day will continue and pro-
vide the change of pace and
variety of everyday location
and pleasures that we all
desire and seek.

For a town such as
Aurora and a socially vibrant
organization such as the
Aurora Seniors’ Association
(ASA), life slows by a degree

or two, but in the ASA life
continues with vigour with
many dynamic members
practising their leisure time
interests. 

Members may choose to
suspend activities during the
summer months, or continue
if sufficient members so
desire and the coordinators
office advises that the some
groups will suspend opera-
tions during July and
August.

The groups include the
Book Club, Learn Bid
Euchre, Sew Much Fun,
Opera Appreciation Club,
Computer Club Seminars
and Drop In and Square
Dancing.

They return every
September renewed and
refreshed by the break and
with good summer stories to
relate.

Bocce Ball will begin
June 2nd at 10 a.m. behind
the Seniors’ Centre, and the
good weather opens the
Holland Valley Parkway and
the Aurora Community
Arboretum to the pleasure of
pleasant strolls in what is
probably the finest park sys-
tem in Aurora and among
the very best in all of
Ontario.

Membership in the ASA
or the Seniors’ Centre, what-
ever you prefer to call it,
grants the right to all mem-
bers to participate in all
activities.

To illustrate this matter of
significance, the Wood Shop
welcomes both men and
women to use wood working
equipment, the Computer
Club does the same with
computer equipment, and all
activities welcome both
sexes without discrimina-
tion. 

Composing this article
close to the Victoria Day
weekend, provides reason
to mention celebratory fire-
works, which no longer cap-
ture the interest of seniors
as they once did. 

However, young people
in particular find fascination
with noise and gaudy dis-
plays of fireworks detonated
for the blast and sound often
coupled with the ability to fly
through the sky, discharging
colourful displays of
pyrotechnics, scaring the
senses out of nearby ani-
mals including pet dogs. 

Seniors find pleasure
maintaining their cherished
patches of garden by culti-
vating the soil in readiness

for the great planting period
of the year.

Caring for a garden on a
regular basis makes good
sense and when done well,
makes a physical task easi-
er by far.

Gardening also allows for
a vegetable patch in addition
to the flowerbeds, and taken
together add interest to the
garden and pride in garden-
ing success.

A beautiful garden bene-
fits from the presence and
beauty of wildlife, which may
regard a garden as home or
a space from where to sing
and who can resist the occa-
sional chipmunk or not wel-
come a beautiful cardinal?

Ownership of garden
space among wildlife yields
to whichever animal or bird
occupies the space from
time to time, and humans
take their turn and no more.

Fences mean little to
non-humans and if some-
thing is edible, the perma-

nent owner is whoever dines
on it. 

The Aurora Chamber of
Commerce Street Festival
ranks as an expression of
small town promotion on a
grand and remarkably suc-
cessful scale.

What the local communi-
ty has to offer is on display a
mile and more along both
sides of historic Yonge
Street, which closes to all
but foot traffic for the dura-
tion of the sale, down the
middle of our historic thor-
oughfare.

The local small business
and cottage industries com-
plemented by vendors and
traders from all over North
America and even further
away, provide a spectacle
that nobody can grasp in full
initially. Merely by observing
all the activities on each side
of the road, during a leisure-
ly stroll from one end to the
other and then returning to
the starting point, demands

more than will register in an
average mind.

The return journey allows
the mind to grasp more of
what is offered, which
because of volume, could
not register on the starting
journey.

The ASA seniors will
locate south of Wellington
Street near Caruso's Flower
Shop, and everybody is wel-
come to visit.

The seniors represent
the ASA as the elderly who
find ways to triumph through
the later years of life, and tri-
umph they do, all the way
into their 90’s for some.

The Street Festival is
larger than life, entertaining
and uplifting to all who visit
or populate the stalls. Words
contain no exaggeration in
describing the exuberant,
daylong activity that person-
ifies the gigantic Aurora
Street Sale, which will take
place this Sunday, June 5th,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fourth-place candidate was
passionate about message

By BROCK WEIR
Auroran Writer

With her first ever election
as candidate behind her, for
Newmarket-Aurora Green
Party candidate Vanessa
Long, the 2011 federal elec-
tion result brought both highs
and lows.  

While the results were, of
course, not what she was
hoping for, coming in fourth
place behind the
Conservatives, Liberals, and
NDP, the process brought
with it a sense of achieve-
ment both locally and nation-
ally.

"Although it is a very
exhausting thing to run a
campaign, I never felt more
on-purpose and passionate
about the message that I am
conveying," said Ms. Long. "It
really helped me clearly
define the priorities that I want
to focus on over the next few
years because these are
issues I care about."

Ms. Long said she was
active in the community
before, will continue to do so,
but her Federal election expe-
rience has left her feeling
"more focused" that these are
things that she should be
fighting for. 

At the polls, Ms. Long's
numbers fell short of those
garnered by former local
Green candidate Glenn
Hubbers in the 2008 election,
but while Green Party support
was generally down across
the country, the party did
achieve a milestone in having
party leader Elizabeth May
elected to Parliament - the
first duly-elected Green can-
didate in Canada's

Parliamentary history.
"I took [the day following

the election] off because I
knew I wanted to stay up
really late to see the results
come in from Saanich-Gulf
Islands where Elizabeth was
running," said Ms. Long. "I
am really conflicted about the
results because, on the one
hand, Green Party support
dropped, but on the other
hand, we got our very first
ever MP, which is huge. It
lends a tremendous amount
of credibility to the party."

While she is cautious on
whether Ms. May's presence
in the House of Commons
will result in an increased
profile and public awareness
of Green Party policies
nationally and here in
Newmarket-Aurora, she said
Ms. May's election will give
naysayers pause.

"One of the comments I
heard a lot was, 'You'll never
get anyone in', or 'You've
never had anyone elected,'"
said Ms. Long. "Now those
people will have to find a dif-
ferent argument.” 

During the course of the
local campaign, Ms. Long
said she received feedback
from a number of potential
voters lamenting that she
was "in the wrong party”.

Had she been a member
of one of the larger national
parties they would have no
hesitation voting for her, they
said.

This feedback, however,
does not have her eyeing
opportunities in other parties.

"I guess it is my job to
convince them that the
Green Party is the right
party," Ms. Long said. "My

response was if your party
had values I agreed with I
would think about it; if your
party had values at all I might
consider it. But I am with the
Green Party because I think
they have the best platform
that will actually take Canada
through what I believe are
going to be some really tough
times. 

"We're doing it because
that is what we believe is the
best choice for Canada, for
humanity, and I get 'That's
too idealistic,' but I would
rather get that than betray
myself."

With a Conservative
majority government elected,
Ms. Long has a number of
years to evaluate what the
future holds, but in the mean-
time she will continue to
champion her causes of pro-
portional government, social
justice, and affordable hous-
ing.

One thing is certain
though - if local Green Party
members put their trust in her
again, Newmarket-Aurora will
see Vanessa Long on the
next federal ballot.

"I intend to do it again and
if the local members will sup-
port me in that, I intend to
start building right now," she
said. "I am very proud of the
campaign we ran. We got
great feedback from the
debates and more media
than we ever have before
locally and I think it has laid a
very good base to build on for
the next four years."

And to the voters of
Newmarket-Aurora: "I hope
you will consider us next time
because we aren't going any-
where."
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