
Although the ink is barely dry
on the Town's final 2011 budget, a
budget that will see an increase to
the Town's tax rate of 3.79 per
cent, Town Staff have already
begun to look at how to lower the
hit on 2012, which is forecasted to
be upwards of seven per cent.

After presenting the final budg-
et to Council, Aurora Treasurer
Dan Elliott said it is important to
look ahead. 

"Next year, we have just over
seven per cent and we're already
looking at ways of trying to miti-
gate that for you," he told council-

lors. "Then it drops off to 3.6 per
cent [in 2013] and 2.19 [in 2014].
With that big spike, there are dif-
ferent ways of dealing with it, look-
ing inside, and perhaps deferring
some items or perhaps reserve
draws are appropriate for those. 

"We'll be taking a look at all of
those items in the coming year."

But what was before Councillor
Evelyn Buck this year left her "dis-
appointed" with her fellow council-
lors.

"I know why I'm here," she said.
"I have been elected so many
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Aurora’s budget
doesn’t impress Buck

Children and their parents
will be invited to "take owner-
ship" of the upcoming season
of the Aurora Farmers' Market
and Artisan Fair, which kicks
off this Saturday at 8 a.m. at
Aurora Town Park, according to
organizer Anna Kroeplin.

Ms. Kroeplin made her com-
ments at last Tuesday's council
meeting, where it was also
announced Councillor Sandra
Humfryes had taken the reins
of council l iaison for the
Farmers' Market, a position
that was vacated by former
councillor Stephen Granger.

"We're really excited this

year because we're going to be
holding a logo contest that will
be open to the public," said Ms.
Kroeplin. "I have already con-
tacted the schools, we will be
sending flyers out into the
schools to really encourage the
kids and their parents to get
involved and get ownership of
this Farmer's Market as well."

The Aurora Farmers' Market
and Ar tisan Fair will run
Saturdays through October 29
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., and
showcase the produce and
products of local farmers, bak-
ers, and craftsman, as well as
fresh snacks and preserves.

Farmers’ Market
opens Saturday

Bethaney Cooper and her daughter Grayce joined several
other volunteers and residents in the mayor’s annual clean-
up in Aurora Saturday. Here, they clean the area in the district
of River Ridge Drive and Bayview Avenue.

Auroran photo by David Falconer 

As The Auroran went to
press on Monday night, a
majority government for
Stephen Harper’s Conservative
government was a definite pos-
sibility, but  it was a far clearer
picture closer to home –
Newmarket-Aurora has once
again placed their confidence in
Conservative Lois Brown.

When The Auroran spoke to
Ms. Brown from her campaign
celebration, it was difficult to
hear her over the jubilation of
her supporters, but the immedi-
ate feelings of Ms. Brown were
clear.

“Outstanding! Outstanding!”
she said. “What a great night!”

At press time, Ms. Brown
was leading in the polls with
7,498 votes with 70 polls
reported.

Liberal candidate Kyle
Peterson was in second place
with 3,035, followed by the
NDP’s Kassandra Bidarian with
2,039, and the Green Party’s
Vanessa Long with 581.

“I want to say thank you to
the people of Newmarket-
Aurora who have once again
entrusted me to be their voice
in Ottawa,” she said, noting that
she is looking forward to getting
back to work.

Brown retains seat in Federal Election
“We’re going to re-present

the budget that we put in place
on March 22 and I believe
there is going to be a lot of
work to do once we get back to
Ottawa.”

One issue that resonated
with voters this time around
was the economy, she said.

“[Voters] are concerned that
we are still in a fragile recovery
and we know that we need a

strong, stable hand on the
wheel,” she said.

But Monday night her pri-
mary focus was getting to
thank her campaign team.

“They have been an out-

standing team through this
whole campaign. I can’t say
thank you enough to this great
group of people who have
come in day by day by day to
get this job done.”

Auroran 
is sold

The Auroran, an independent
newspaper for almost 11 years,
has been obtained by London
Publishing Corp.

The final deal was signed
Friday, but negotiations have
been going on for several months,

Previous owner of The
Auroran, Ron Wallace, was clear-
ly pleased with the deal but would
not disclose terms of the agree-

Please see page 15
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COMING EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4

New Bereavement Group "Finding your
way" after the death of a spouse/life partner
runs seven  weeks after today at Hospice
King-Aurora. For additional information and
to register contact Karen Simmonds at 905-
773-0155 extension 26 or at
k.simmonds@hospicekingaurora.ca

* * * *
Mother’s Day Lunch and fashion show at

the Aurora Senors’ Centre today. Doors
open at 11.45 a.m. Cost is $7 for members
and $8 for non-members. Lunch will be
served at noon with the fashion show start-
ing at 1 p.m. Tickets are available at the
Seniors’ Centre.

THURSDAY, MAY 5
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business

After Five meeting takes place today at
Cupid and Psyche Jewellery and
Accessories, 2 Orchard Heights Blvd., Unit
3, Aurora, from 5.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. Cost
is complimentary to Chamber members.

MAY 5-7
The Pine Tree Potters' Spring Pottery

Sale will be held on the above days at the
Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,
formerly Church Street School. May 5 and
May 6 the sale will begin at 10 a.m. and con-
tinue to 9 p.m. and on May 7 it will open at
10 a.m. and close at 5 p.m. There is free 
admission and a door prize. Call 905-727-
1278 for further information or visit
http://www.pinetreepotters.ca

FRIDAY, MAY 6
Jesus Christ Superstar auditions will be

held at Trinity Anglican Church from 5 to 7
this evening with Sheryl Thomas of
Marquee Theatrical Productions and John
Clements (reserve pianist for the London
production). The lead parts have been filled,
but 25 roles are still required. Bring an
instrumental CD if needed. Performances
will take place at the end of October. To
book your 10-minute audition contact Sheryl
Thomas at sheryl@marqueeproductions.ca.

* * * *
Tonight, there is a dance at the Aurora

Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way. At 7.30
p.m. there will be a Line Dancing practice
and at 8 p.m. the regular dance starts. If you
like to Rock and Roll, Tango, Waltz, Quick
Step Cha-Cha, or Line Dance why not join in
the fun. At 9.30 p.m. sandwiches, sweets,
tea and coffee are served. Members pay
$4.50 admission while non-members pay
$5. Singles are always welcome.  For more 
information call the Seniors Centre at 
905-726-4767.

SATURDAY, MAY 7
Wycliffe Gardens will hold a community

garage sale from 8 a.m. to noon this morn-
ing. The Board of Directors' have authorized
the community to hold a garage sale this
year, held on each participant's individual
driveway. The gates will be open from 7.45
a.m.for public access. Each resident, should
they decide to participate, will be responsi-
ble for their own items. Wycliffe Gardens is
an adult community of manor homes situat-
ed on the Oak Ridges Moraine in Aurora.
The community is situated on the south side
of the Vandorf Sideroad between Bayview
and Yonge Streets, adjacent to the
Timberlane Athletic Club. Access is via gate
control onto Britton Trail. 

MAY 7-8
Aurora’s annual Art Show and Sale takes

place at the Aurora Town Hall this weekend.
For all art enthusiasts this is an event that

features more than 200 pieces of artwork.
On Saturday, the show runs from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. and on Sunday it is open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. For further information, call
905-726-4762 or send an e-mail to
sware@e-aurora.ca.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11
Join local resident Phillip Hodgson for an

interactive seminar to learn about today's
popular youth drugs, the impact on the indi-
vidual, the family and the community, warn-
ing signs, and where to go for help. Phillip is
a psychotherapist and counsellor who
works and lectures in the field of addiction.
Event begins at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room
at the Aurora Library. 

* * * *
Wesley United Church, located at the

intersection of the Aurora Road and
Woodbine Avenue, will hold its annual roast
beef dinner this evening. There will be two
seatings at  5 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. It will cost
adults $15, while children between six and
12 will pay $8. Children under six are free.
but they must have a ticket. For tickets call
Sherry at 905-853-4915.

SATURDAY, MAY 14 
“I Love Rock & Roll” dinner dance takes

place this evening at Dinardo’s Mansion on
Industrial Parkway South beginning at 6
p.m. Dance to the music of Freddie Vette
and The Flames and meet and have your
picture taken with Elvis Presley, who is real-
ly Kevin Mills from Richmond Hill. Tickets,
there are still a few available, sell for $60 a
person, which includes a three-course meal
and are available at Aurora Used Books, 95
Edward Street. Proceeds go to the Aurora-
Newmarket District of Community Living.

* * * *
The Aurora Historical Society is looking

for volunteers to join their Hillary House
Outdoor Spring Clean Up, today from 9.30
a.m. to 4 p.m. This is a chance to enjoy the
outdoors while working on the grounds of a
150-year-old home and is an opportunity for
students to complete community hours. A
barbecue lunch will be provided. For more
information or to register contact Sandy at
905-841-4035 or ssbundy@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Children’s Trunk show, 9.30 a.m. to 4

p.m. at Kids and Company, 236 Wellington
Street East. Admission is $5 at the door, a
portion of which goes to The Haddan Ebby
Foundation. Grandmas get in free.

MONDAY, MAY 16
The 16th Annual Big Brothers Big Sisters

charity golf tournament will be held this year
at Station Creek Golf Club on Woodbine
Avenue in Gormley. The $200 per golfer fee
includes a four-person scramble format,
lunch, golf, cart, dinner and prizes. For fur-
ther information contact Rhonda at 905-
726-2149, extension 316.

TUESDAY, MAY 17
At 7.30 p.m. the Evergreen Choir, under

the direction of Richard Heinzle, invites you
to join them for their Spring concert at the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way,
when they present "We’ll Sing you a Song".
Admission is $10 for adults, while children,
14 and under, are free. Tickets are available
in advance at the Seniors’ Centre and they’ll
also be on sale at the door. Refreshments
will be served at intermission.

* * * *
Hospice King-Aurora presents Dr. Alan

Wolfelt, "The Wilderness of Grief: Finding
Your Way". this evening from 7 to 9 p.m, at

the Country Day School. For additional infor-
mation and to register call 905- 773-0155 or
http://www.hospicekingaurora.ca.

FRIDAY, MAY 20
Tonight, there is a dance at the Aurora

Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way. At 7.30
p.m. there will be a Line Dancing practice
and at 8 p.m. the regular dance starts. If you
like to Rock and Roll, Tango, Waltz, Quick
Step Cha-Cha, or Line Dance why not join
in. At 9.30 p.m. sandwiches, sweets, tea and
coffee are served. Members pay $4.50
admission while non-members pay $5.
Singles are always welcome.  For more
information call the Seniors’ Centre at 905-
726-4767.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25
The Aurora Cultural Centre and the

Aurora Historical Society present the sec-
ond of two heritage lectures with local histo-
rian John McIntyre. Tonight’s feature is
“Aurora’s Heritage of Artifacts and
Documents: Treasures from the Aurora
Historical Society’s Collections.” The lecture
begins at 7 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural
Centre. Complimentary admission and
refreshments, no registration is required.
Wheelchair accessible at north entrance.
For additional information call 905-713-1818
or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

MAY 29-31
Another historic walk is planned on each

of the evenings listed above beginning at 7
p.m. Brought to you by A Step In Time, the
walks will present data about where ghosts
used to hang out in Aurora. Advance tickets
are $20 and 100 per cent of the proceeds
will go to the Heart and Stroke and Crohns
and Colitis Foundations.

SATURDAY, JUNE 4
Wesley United Church, at the corner of

Woodbine and Aurora Sideroad is partici-
pating in Doors Open Whitchurch-Stouffville
today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tours of this
historical 130-year-old Gothic church sanc-
tuary will be conducted by three pioneer
members of the church. Artifacts will be on
display. For those interested in visiting the
old cemetery behind the church which dates
back to the mid-1800s, a tour will also be
available. Light refreshments will be served.

SUNDAY, JUNE 5
Annual Aurora Street Festival begins at

11 a.m. and runs to 5 p.m. on Yonge Street
from Wellington St. to Murray Drive. 

MONDAY, JUNE 6
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church

Street, presents “We’ll Meet Again: Songs of
the 1930s and 40s Community Sing-Along”.
Join the Silver Stars Drama Club in singing
old favourites including The White Cliffs of
Dover, Roll Out the Barrel, As Time Goes By
– and more. Complimentary admission and
refreshments. Event begins at 2 p.m. 
No registration is required. Wheelchair
accessible at north entrance. For more infor-
mation call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Aurora Heights Public School will hold an

open house today, to celebrate the school’s
50th birthday. Included in the event, which
starts at 11 a.m. and continues until 2 p.m.
will be a barbecue, a ceremony, historic dis-
plays, activities for younger kids and special
raffles.

* * * *
Jim Edwards family reunion concert, fea-

turing seven top local singers. tonight at 7
p.m. at Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial
Parkway South. Tickets are $10 for adults,
$5 for children. For tickets, call Jim at 905-
713-1665.

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
The annual Aurora Garden &

Horticultural Society invites you to attend its
Aurora Garden Tour today. Eight gardens
are available for touring where the owners
and creators will be present to chat with
you. The tour is from noon to 4.30 p.m., rain
or shine. Refreshments will be available.
Tickets are $10 and are available in Aurora
at Art of the Matter, 2 Orchard Heights
Boulevard; Caruso & Co., 15210 Yonge
Street; Flowers by Terry, 14799 Yonge
Street; Aurora Used Books, 95 Edward
Street  and at our booth at the Aurora
Farmers’ Market June 11th, 18th, and 
25th. For more information call 
Madge at 905-727-5926 or visit
http://www.gardenontario.org/site.php/auror
a/news/details/6118.
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Once again this year, the Big Bike for Heart and Stroke commenced its trip
down Yonge Street from the St. Andrews Shopping Centre. Above, this group
of cyclers is from St. Andrew’s College and Foodland.
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Aurora will release
$5,000 to Festival

Councillors gave the go-
ahead last Tuesday to release
the $5,000 in sponsorship
money to the Aurora Festival
of the Arts, overseers of the
2011 Aurora Jazz Festival,
despite claims that the organ-
izing group had been "adver-
sarial" and had "shown noth-
ing but contempt" for the Town
in the sponsorship negotia-
tions. 

When the matter came up
for discussion last week,
Councillor Evelyn Buck under-
scored the course of events
that eventually led to Aurora
CAO Neil Garbe to recom-
mend the release of the funds.

She reminded council that
the Town of Aurora's logo had
not appeared in previously
printed promotional material
related to the 2011 Jazz
Festival, with the claim that the
AFA was not sure they would
actually get the municipal
money.

"But they had, in fact, sent
a media release to the Rotary
Club referring to the good
news that they had received
the $25,000 Trillium Grant and
sponsorship from the Town of
Aurora," said Councillor Buck. 

"They used the sponsor-
ship from the Town of Aurora
to obtain the Trillium Grant,
which I think Councillor Ballard
argued was why we should
sponsor them. They were
making a pretty good assump-
tion that they were going to get
the money and still they didn't
include the Town's name and
logo in their media promotion."

When it came down to
whether the Town should
release the funds or not,
Councillor Buck said she
would only support the fund-

ing with the provision that the
Jazz Festival scrap their
admission fee and plans for a
fence around Town Park.

This proposed amendment
was defeated when it was
pointed out fencing was
required for events where
alcohol was sold and served -
in this case, a beer garden -
but there was mixed feeling
regarding admission fees.

"I think if you take away
admission to this event, you
are dooming the event to fail-
ure and it will not take place,"
said Councillor Chris Ballard,
who has been a vocal propo-
nent of the Aurora Festival of
the Arts since they made their
initial 2011 funding request to
council. 

"Councillors who vote for
that should do so knowing that
they are putting the kibosh on
the Jazz Festival."

Although Councillor
Michael Thompson said he
would like to see the Jazz
Festival go towards being a
free admission event, and one
without a fence, he indicated it
was not the right time to go for-
ward with that.

"I think it takes time for a
festival to grow and get into
that position," he said. "There
certainly have been lots of
comments and concerns from
residents that they would like
to see addressed, the fence
and the location are para-
mount and I would like to see
us work with the organization
to address some of them
down the road. I think at this
late stage it is not fair to the
organization to change the
rules."

But Councillor Buck
claimed the organizers had

Golf course approved
The Ontario Municipal Board

(OMB) has found in favour of
Lebovic Enterprises and the
Westhill Redevelopment
Company's long-standing plans
for a golf course and residential
development in south Aurora
over the Municipality.

It is the latest development in
the saga surrounding the pro-
posed Westhill Development,
which started in 1988.

It is slated to be completed in
the south end of Aurora near
Leslie Street and Bloomington
Road, consisting of an 18-hole
championship golf course, sur-
rounded by homes and condo-
minium development.

The Development was in the
awkward position of finding sup-
port from the Region of York, but
facing vocal opposition from the
Town of Aurora.  

Neighbouring residents,
landowners, stakeholders, and
environmentalists also joined in
the chorus opposing the plan
and they raised a number of
issue pertaining to the site,
including: the effect the golf
course and housing develop-
ment would have to the local
water table and surrounding
quality of drinking water;
whether environmental assess-
ment requirements, as well as
those required by provincial poli-
cies had been met; density
issues; and the accommodation
of a trails system in the develop-
ment.

"The final matter before me,
and dealt with as the final issue
is whether to allow appeals from
two decisions made by the
Committee of Adjustment on
February 12, 2009 which: first,
denied an application to permit
the conversion from estate resi-
dential to golf course use for a tri-
angular piece of land associated
with the Bovair Trail subdivision;
and second, denied an applica-
tion to permit a new single fami-
ly dwelling on an existing lot with-
in the Bovair Trail subdivision,"
said the OMB's Jan Seaborn in
her decision.

In her decision, Ms. Seaborn
concluded there was ample evi-
dence provided by Westhill to
indicate the development would
not have an adverse affect on
"the Regional water supply, the
supply to the Town or on individ-
ual wells adjacent to the devel-
opment."

"The amount of water that is
required to service the develop-

shown "nothing but contempt"
for the Town, while Councillor
Paul Pirri jumped in and said
he would not be in support of
the motion because he
thought throughout the negoti-
ations the Town's dealings with
the Aurora Festival of the arts
had been "extremely adversar-
ial”.

"I would want to do busi-
ness with somebody who
wants to do business with us
and I truly think that if someone
has been wary from the begin-
ning of doing business with us,
they don't trust us, and I have a
hard time trusting someone
who doesn't trust me from the
beginning," he said.

While Councillor Ballard
admitted things had "gone off
the rails", at least part of the
blame should be shouldered
by council, he said.

"I suspect that has as much
to do with repeated attacks on
the organizers at each of our
council meetings that have
spooked them into thinking
perhaps they are not going to
get funding, and perhaps it has
led them to not wanting to
spend thousands of dollars
printing materials with our
logos that they in fact might not
be able to use," he said. "There
has been miscommunication."

ment is not significant when
compared to the Regional water
taking and can be sustained
with no adverse impact on qual-
ity or quantity either at the
provincial, regional, or local
level," she said.

Irrigation on the golf course,
she noted, would rely on collect-
ed runoff from the property and
treated waste water from on site
facilities. 

The developers also con-
formed to Environmental
Assessment procedure, she
said, as well as with the Oak
Ridges Moraine Conservation
Plan (ORMCP). 

"In considering whether
overall planning conformity is
achieved, I find that the applica-
tions before me are consistent
with the Provincial Policy
Statement, have regard to mat-
ters of provincial interest and
conform to the relevant munici-
pal official plan policies," said
Ms. Seaborn in her decision.

"Most importantly, they con-
form to the requirements of the
ORMCP, the requirements of
which form part of the Town's

[Official Plan]."
At the end of the day the

OMB found in favour of the
developers.

"Based on all the evidence, I
find that the planning instru-
ments under appeal are consis-
tent with the Provincial Policy
Statement and conform to all
applicable provincial plans,"
said Ms. Seaborn. "I had regard
to matters of provincial interest
under Section 2 of the Planning
Act and decisions taken by the
Town and the Region. "The
development conforms to the
Region's Official Plan and the
policies contained in the Town's
Official Plan, including policies
that require conformity with the
ORMCP, subject to the site spe-
cific re-designations set out in
the proposed OPA."

Ms. Seaborn called on the
Town's bylaw to be amended in
accordance with the zoning
bylaw but has withheld her order
until the Town and Developers
hammer out the wording of the
zoning bylaw amendment.

She has set a three month
limit for the two parties to do so.
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Lots to apologize for this week, some of it my fault, some
not.

Let’s start with last week’s story on the young skaters
from the Aurora Skating Club.

Seems a couple of names were lost.
So, here they are: 
From the Thornhill results, Jadyn Keeler was second in

the Intro A group, while Marni Galin was fourth in the 
Pre-Prelim A.

A couple of weeks ago, I ran a group of pictures from the
Aurora Home Show and identified one of the people as
Brian Ellis. Well, everyone knows it was Brian North and his
business is called Ellis Studio Ltd., so my apologies to
Brian.

Then last week, I went on in my Poor Ronnie column,
about the huge 50s dance being held May 14, but I failed to
tell anyone where it was being held.

When I suggested to the owner of Dinardo’s The
Mansion that I had made the mistake, he was quick to
respond:

“Yeah, but that’s not our name,” Joe Dinardo said.
“Huh” I replied, knowing full well that the event was being

held at Dinardo’s.
Marketers, he said, had convinced him the place should

be called simply, “The Mansion” and get rid of the Dinardo
bit.

So, even though the dance will be at Dinardo’s, The
Mansion, it won’t.

It will be at the same spot, on Industrial Parkway South,
but the sign outside will be simply “The Mansion”.

Now all Joe has to do is get rid of the mat inside the front
door which says “DiNardo’s”. With a capital N, even though
the phone book says it is lower case.

* * * *
Meanwhile, there is another similar dance coming up

this weekend at the Aurora Legion.
Featuring the band, Straight Shooter, this classic rock of

the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s night is scheduled for Saturday, May
7, and billed as a dinner and dance evening.

Tickets are $20 per person and the meal consists of a rib
dinner.

If you’re interested and want tickets you should call 905-
727-9932.

The evening gets underway at 7 p.m.
* * * *

Here’s something else that just crossed my desk:
If you’re a member of the Jim Edwards family, you’re

invited to a reunion Saturday, June 18, at the Cornerstone
Church, near the the Mansion, on Industrial Parkway South.

Tickets are $10 and Jim assures me that any profits from
the admission price will be donated back to the church.

Children are $5 each, and if you’re a member of the fam-
ily, you should call Jim at 905-713-1665,

* * * *
By now you know the story that The Auroran has been

sold, but, thanks to the new owner, I am staying on as 
editor for up to a year.

I’m looking forward to retiring, and maybe I’ll even finish
the Great Canadian Novel, which is currently in the comput-
er taking up space.

If I ever get it finished, you’ll know about it.

Let’s get apologies
out of the way first

At one time, between 1902 and 1927, there was a rail line that was known as the Aurora - Schomberg
Railway, (that’s one of the engines that ran on the line in the top photo). However, the line, while it ended
in Schomberg, didn’t start in Aurora. Where then would you have to go to get on the train to go to
Schomberg back then? It’s worth lunch for two at the Aurora Legion if you’re the first caller with the cor-
rect answer after noon Friday, May 6th. The bottom photo shows the final trip of the stagecoach that ran
between Aurora and Lloydtown in 1902. It did come to Aurora. These photos were taken from the book
called “Early Settlements of King Township”, written by Elizabeth Gillham and published in 1975.  

100 Watts 
By Christopher Watts

Whoever said "if the only tool you have is a hammer, you
treat everything like a thumb" obviously had their own share
of sore thumbs. 

I can sympathize as it takes a handful of sore thumbs to
recognize that true problem solving; the kind that increases
the prospects for innovation doesn't lie inside or outside
some prepackaged notion of a box.

It has been my experience that the elusive Eureka
moment occurs the moment an unexpected connection
occurs.

Crossing the streams and recognizing the overlap,
regardless of how inconsequential, is the ultimate test.

Passing that test is a true challenge.

She got phone call
to watch wedding

To the editor,

Okay! I'll admit it.
I received a wake-up

call through a newspaper
(not this one) to get up to
watch "the Royal
Wedding".

The recorded message
was a hoot -"Pip Pip (in a
British accent), this is your
requested wake-up call to
watch the Royal Wedding.

“So get up, brush your
teeth, get the wrinkles out
and put on something nice
to watch the Wedding of
the Century".

I was already awake at
4 a.m., had made myself a
cuppa coffee, and pro-
ceeded back to bed to
watch TV - much to the dis-
may of my two Sheepdogs
but being English
Sheepdogs they quickly
understood the signifi-
cance of this divergence
from normal routine.

Now you may ask "Was
it worth the early morning

rise?"
Most definitely!
I have no idea why a

British Royal Wedding is
important to Canadians,
generally speaking, but
who could not be happy
watching all of those peo-
ple (thousands) smiling,
cheering at this lovely and
obviously in love couples'
wedding.

Of course, it was a Bank
Holiday in Britain and that
may have had something
to do with the mood.  All in
all I thoroughly enjoyed my
TV watching, all the pomp,
ceremony, the dress, the
hats and, of course, the
kiss!

Remind me of this at 9
p.m. tonight when I can't
keep my eyes open any-
more - but hey it's Friday
night and like most of you,
I don't have to get up at 4
a.m. tomorrow.

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

Passing the test

Published weekly by London Publishing Corporation
at 95 Edward Street,

Aurora, L4G 1W1

E d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y

Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and letter writers are not necessarily
those of The Auroran. Letters must include name and phone number, although number
will not be published, and be limited to 600 words. Letters may be edited or refused. All
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A d v e r t i s i n g  p o l i c y

Publisher is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors that do not lessen the
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By Stephen Somerville 

As has been said many times, actual campaigns are
important; it doesn't matter where you sit in the polls
once the writ is dropped but it is where you sit come
election day that counts.

The events of the last two weeks of this campaign
back this up; and depending on the actual results
Monday evening, we could see a tectonic shift in our
electoral landscape.

Some musings and observations from the federal
election trail.

In the 2004 federal election, 51,435 people cast their
vote in Newmarket-Aurora.

This increased to 58,799 in the 2006 election but
declined to 53,227 in the 2008 election.

That is a drop of 5,572 votes from the 2006 election,
which was a little more than the 4,673 national average.

Considering that the populations of both Newmarket
and Aurora grew at a rapid pace over this time, this drop
off in votes is quite astonishing.

Over this same period the Conservative vote in the
riding went from 21,818 in 2004 to 22,371 in 2006 and to
24,873 in the last election.

The New Democrats received 5,111 votes in 2004,
5,639 in 2006 and 4,508 in the last election.

The decline in their vote - on a relative basis - was not
that large.

It is the Liberals where the majority of votes was lost.
They received 21,129 votes in 2004, 27,176 in 2006,

but then fell to 18,250 in the last election.
That is a decline of 8,926.
In other words, the Liberal share of the vote fell from

46.22 per cent in 2006 to 34.29 per cent in 2008.
It will be interesting to see how many people actually

vote this time.
If the Liberals have any hope of regaining this seat,

they will need three things; to regain past Liberal voters,
to eat into "soft" Conservative voters and they need to
attract a large majority of new voters.

A tall order!
The other thing I noticed was the decrease in the

number of volunteers.
There is always going to be a core group of individu-

als to assist, but the numbers of volunteers - among all
parties - seems to have decreased.

People are extremely busy and don't have the time or
the inclination to devote to civic causes as they once did. 

This means that more pressure is put on the existing
workers to do more.

My hat’s off to the volunteers for all the candidates.
You make democracy thrive in our community by offer-

ing the most important commodity to the voter - a choice.
I know you are all waiting for my fearless prediction of

the electoral results in this riding.
Before I provide you with this, a little history is in order

regarding my predictive powers.
I thought that Frank Klees and the Progressive

Conservatives would win the 2007 provincial election
contest in Newmarket-Aurora by between 2,500 to 3,000
votes, not the 1,347 votes that it actually turned out to
be.

But then again, just keep in mind that I confidently
predicted that Kim Campbell would win one hundred
seats in 1993 and that then incumbent Mayor Tim Jones
would retain the mayor's chain by about 350 votes over
Ms. Morris and Nigel Kean in November, 2006!

I won't be headed to Las Vegas or Casino Rama, for
that matter, any time soon!

I predict that Conservative incumbent MP Lois Brown
will retain her seat by about a 6,000 vote plurality.

I also - quite hesitantly - forecast that the Tories will
win a couple of more seats, but still fall just agonizingly
short of a majority, due to the rise of the NDP in Quebec
and in BC.

You heard it here first (okay, last). 
And by the way, the Leafs will win the Cup next June!

Stephen can be contacted at: 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

I'm writing this a few days before the election, so I don't
know the results as yet.

But if my experience at the advance poll is any indica-
tion, out of the tens of thousands of potential votes cast in
Newmarket-Aurora, the winning candidate probably only
received a few hundred.

That's because the speed with which people were being
processed when I was there was glacial, and if that stan-
dard was maintained on Monday, I can't imagine many peo-
ple having been able to cast their ballots.

I should have been tipped off when the parking lot at the
library was completely full when we got there, even though
the library wasn't open that day.  

Inside, the line-up snaked out of the Magna Room and
wound around the lobby.  

This wouldn't have been an issue, if the line was mov-
ing, but it was several minutes before we could take our first
tentative step forward.

Eventually, shuffling slowly forward like sleep-walking
penguins, we made it into the Magna Room, where we
found there were only three tables for people to be
processed.

And of course, three more lines.
With lots of time on our hands to rubber-neck, it was

easy to familiarize ourselves with the procedure; you pre-

sented your voter card, they checked your ID, your name
was crossed off the list, they wrote out your name and
address on another sheet, which you signed, then you
were given your ballot, you completed it, handed it back,
they tore it in half, and gave you your bit to put in the box.
Then the next person could move forward.  

It may not have been quite as slow a process as conti-
nental drift, but it seemed to take forever.

One reason for this is the amount of time some people
took to actually vote.

Maybe I'm naïve, but I would have figured that people
would have an idea who they're voting for by the time they
get behind that little screen. 

That's certainly not how it seemed.
I half expected to see coins being flipped over the top of

the screen to assist in the decision process.
Or maybe they were enjoying the quiet moment of priva-

cy to do a crossword, or have nap before the re-emerged,
fully refreshed.

In any case, when I finally made it to the counter, I
enquired about the time-consuming requirement to copy
out all the information again, which I didn't remember from
previous non-advance poll voting experiences.

"That's to ensure you don't vote twice," I was told.  
By that stage, I felt that if anyone voluntarily came back

and went through that procedure more than once, they
deserved to be able to cast another vote, if they wanted.

Then, because the system couldn't handle two people
simultaneously, even ones with the same last name and
address, I had to wait for my wife to vote.

By the time she re-appeared, I'd gotten to know most of
the people in the lobby, slowly gathering cobwebs, as they
waited for the line to inch forward.

Now, I don't for one minute blame the delays on the
good folks who were actually working there that day.

They were certainly pleasant, and I would guess, 
long-suffering.

But there has to be a better system for the advance
polls.

More people to handle the crowds? Additional loca-
tions? Electronic voter lists? Opening earlier than noon?

Or surely, once they got your ID confirmed, and sent you
back to vote, they could start processing the next person.

I only hope that things went more rapidly on Monday.
If not, they may need to consider opening the advance

polls a little earlier for the upcoming fall provincial election.   
Doing so this month might be about right.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

Poll position

Front Porch
Perspective
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Letters to the Editor

Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

ON THE BEAN

Your neighbourhood café

Mon–Fri 7am - 5pm
Saturday 8am - 4pm 
Sunday 8am - 3 pm

St. Andrews Mall 
Across from Foodland

2 Orchard Heights, Unit 47
(905) 713-1245

BOOKS 
MUSIC 
FOOD

INTERNET

To the editor,

I took this photo with my
phone Thursday, April 21,
when I went to Sheppard's
Bush to walk my dog. I can-
not even find words to

express my outrage and dis-
gust over the selfish act of
dumping your trash in the
parking lot of a conservation
area.

Whoever did this, if
caught, should be forced to

clean all our parks for a week
or so to make up for this des-
picable act.

In Aurora we are blessed
with many beautiful green
spaces, and to see someone
do this is disappointing to say

Whoever dumped garbage
should clean parks for week,
this reader maintains

the least.
Most of that stuff would

have been picked up by our
regular trash service, so
what is the point of dragging
it out there?

Just to get rid of it all at
once?

This person may have
saved a few bucks in dump-
ing fees; but has cost us tax-
payers for having the Parks
Department come out and
clean it up, which they were
happy to do after I called
them.

They do an amazing job
on our parks when you con-
sider how reckless some
people are with their trash
these days. I guess the point
to this is that we should all be
vigilant and report things like
this to the Parks Depament if
we see them, and report any-
one we see doing it, because
those of us who use these
parks are the ones who can
make a difference. 

Mike Dickie
Aurora

Councillor’s use
of word sounds
like a racial slur
To the editor,

I love words. It's the
writer in me.

I love big ones, tiny
ones, archaic ones.

I love to learn new
words. I'm decent at
Scrabble.

I understand the power
of words to bring laughter,
to inspire... and to hurt.

Sticks and stones may
break bones, but words can
crush the soul.

That's why I cringed
when I turned on the TV
and heard Councillor
Ballard use the word
"spooked" at Tuesday's
council meeting.

I should have immedi-
ately Tweeted my objection.

I apologize that I did not.
I suspect the councillor,

who considers himself
something of a wordsmith,
will argue that "spooked" is
a perfectly good word to
use.

And it was at one time,
especially if you spoke
Middle Dutch, the language
from whence the word is
derived.

But it is not a good word
to use today.

It sounds too much like a
racial slur.

The councillor should
have known better.

Let's hope we never
hear the word again.

H. Grimset
Aurora

He has some questions
about Rogers’ turf story
To the editor,

In your April 26 issue of The
Auroran, there is an article re the
present Rogers Centre Turf
being purchased the by the
Aurora Minor Ball Association.

It’s interesting that no men-
tion is made as to why Rogers is
replacing this turf at the Centre,
someone should ask the base-
ball, football and socer players
about this.

The other interesting thing is
that there are thousands of resi-
dents in the Aurora area, who

pay Rogers Communications
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars every year since taking over
from Aurora Cable. What has
Rogers ever given back to
Aurora?

When both these questions
have been answered to every-
one’s satisfaction, it may well be
that our young ball players can
survive without the Rogers
Centre turf.

Have a nice day.

John Cronin  
Aurora 

Ron will be missed
To the editor,

I was shocked and sur-
prised when I heard a
rumour this weekend that
The Auroran was sold.

I immediately called
my buddy Ron Wallace
and he 
confirmed that he had
sold the paper.

As a good fr iend of
Ron’s, I was taken back
that the era was over.

Ron, Mr. Aurora, had
dedicated so many years
not only to The Auroran
but also to R & R
Bookstore. He started the
paper 10 years ago and
put Aurora first in every-
thing that he did.

He printed all letters
that were sent and even
got sued over a couple,
but that is Ron Wallace.

He, with the help of the
one and only late Dick
Ill ingwor th put out a
paper every week that so
many Aurorans couldn't
wait to read.

I, for one, always read
the paper from cover to
cover.

I learned about the
Aurora of the past, and
also what was happening
today.

I did disagree at times
with Ron but we always

stayed friends.
Ron helped me in so

many ways when he and I
decided to help various
charities, whether it was
our Aurora Pantry Food 
collection, Big Brothers
Big Sisters, the Rotary
Club golf tournaments or
others. Ron never ever
asked for anything in
return and thr ived on
working together.

He also helped many
people with careers
including many polit i-
cians, including that
Frank Who guy who is
now our 
fantastic MPP.

He also helped many 
municipal polit icians,
myself included.

Ron would run
Farmers’ Market ads
when I started the Aurora
Market.

Without that, the mar-
ket would have failed.

Ron has had ups and
downs in his life but he
always made sure that
the paper got out on time.

So many hours dedi-
cated to what he started
and loved.

He sleeps, drinks and
lives Aurora.

There is no one else
that I know who has come
close to 

putting Aurora first.
I know that the paper

will still be here and that
Ron will be the editor, but
it will not be the same.

Ron, always remember
that Aurora residents do
care for your love, The
Auroran and for the man
who started and ran the
paper.

I hope that you will get
some rest and enjoy your
life with your wonderful
wife, Patricia.

Your friend and admir-
er,

Nigel Kean
Aurora
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www.BridalSwan.com     Ph. 905-503-8181
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEKOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

 Wedding Gowns, Bridesmaids, 
Mother of the Bride/Groom,

Evening, Cocktail Dresses and Accessories
St. Patrick, Mori Lee, Mia Solano, Jovani, Alyce Design, 

Scala, Samuel Dong, Impression.

 Wedding Gowns, Bridesmaids, 
Mother of the Bride/Groom,

Evening, Cocktail Dresses and Accessories
St. Patrick, Mori Lee, Mia Solano, Jovani, Alyce Design, 

Scala, Samuel Dong, Impression.

Dr. Sam Naghibi, 
Family Physician 

is pleased to announce that he is 

In the Tim Hortons/Wendy’s Plaza

• Hair reduction                        • Skin tightening 
• Pigmented lesion removal     • Wrinkles 
• Acne Treatment                      • Rosecea 
• Spider veins                         
• Rejuvenation of skin tone and texture
• Operated by Sherry Bahrampour, Licensed Esthetician 

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
Also, as of May 1st, we are offering LASER/IPL treatment 
under doctor’s supervision for: 

Tel: 905-727-1843
300 Wellington St. East, Unit #2, Aurora 

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Train whistle complainer
has moved, Pirri says

Councillors considered
a motion last Tuesday to
scrap Aurora's ongoing
anti-train whistling proj-
ect, after concerns of its
necessity were raised at
the table, but safety
measures contained in
the project remain on
track.

"Looking over the his-
tory of this matter, I saw
that there was one indi-
vidual who brought this
forward and... this individ-
ual has since left town,"
said Councillor Paul Pirri.
"To go forward with
spending $750,000 on an
initiative that was brought
forward by one individual
when the individual isn't
here anymore, I don't
think that is necessarily
appropriate."

But Aurora's anti-whis-
tle initiatives go hand-in-
hand with measures to
step up pedestrian safety
at various railway cross-
ings around Town and
councillors were less will-
ing to see this part of the
project go, especially
considering the time that
has been invested in the
project thus far.

"If it is safety related, I
would like to see this
going forward," said
Councillor Sandra
Humfryes. "Six years is a
long time. I don't know if
that is why this is still
going on, and I don't want
to waste time if it has
been six years on the
table."

Discussions stemmed
from council's considera-
tion of a status update on
the anti-whistle policies
for trains and the associ-
ated projects related to
pedestr ian crossings,
presented to them in a
repor t by Ilmar
Simanovskis, Aurora's
Director of Infrastructure.

According to Mr.
Simanovskis' report, work
to carry out upgrades to
crossings and to design,
prepare, and install
pedestrian gates at cer-
tain crossings is ongoing.

"A step in implement-
ing an anti-whistling poli-
cy includes ensuring that
the safety features of
crossings meet Transport
Canada (pavement mark-
ings, traffic and rail signs,
and sightline distances)
and Region of York
(pedestr ian gates)
requirements," noted Mr.
Simanovskis in his
report. 

"York Region requires
pedestrian gates at their
Regional road crossings
at the St. John's Sideroad
and Wellington Street
East locations. The Town
of Aurora has made the
decision to install pedes-
trian gates at its cross-
ings at the Engelhard
Drive and Centre Street
location and a pedestrian
crossing at Cousins Drive
in order to provide identi-
cal pedestrian treatment
regardless of which
crossing is being used by
the public."

Talks between the
Town and various groups
like Transpor t Canada
and Metrolinx have con-
tinued and it was decided
in March to test the per-
formance of a pedestrian
gate at the Wellington
Street railway crossing
for up to 18 months.

"If the performance of
the gates proves to be
beneficial, Metrolinx will
install gates at the
remaining crossings,"
said Mr. Simanovskis in
his repor t. "The
Wellington Street East
crossing was chosen to
be the best location for
the pilot project as this
crossing experiences
high vehicular traffic and
pedestrian movements."

Design work and
installation of traditional
pedestrian gates will con-
tinue for the Cousins
Drive crossing, and this
is something Mr.
Simanovskis told council-
lors they should be espe-
cially cognizant about.

"Ironically, as we
moved through the
process, the Cousins
Drive pedestrian crossing
is actually moving along
faster than the road
crossing so we are pro-
ceeding with that work as
best we can because it is
a separate issue with
regards to the agencies,"
he said. "It is an easier
issue to resolve so this
issue is actually moving
ahead of the road cross-
ings.

"If council chose, for
whatever reason, to
change our current
progress, Cousins Drive
is moving along. We do
have funding for it and
that can proceed and that
doesn't impact the train
whistles."

Art show, sale
opens in Aurora
Thursday

This Thursday, May 6, at
6.30 p.m., the 2nd Annual
Fine Photographic Art Show
and Sale will take place in
Aurora.

Known as “Rooms with a
View”, the show will be held
at the Aurora Cultural
Centre, and will be opened
by Sharon Green and
Benjamin Moore.

The Cultural Centre is
located in the former Church
Street School.

Ten photographers will
exhibit their work in Brevik
Hall (second floor of the
Centre) until Saturday, May
7.

For more information on
the exhibit and sale, contact
Karen Merk at Merk
Photography, 416-420-3748
or sent an e-mail to karen-
merk@merkphotography.co
m.

A percentage of sales
and donations made to the
raffle prize “Field of Blue” will
go to support the Literacy
Council York-Simcoe.   

For a town that started out without any trees, Aurora has taken giant steps,
and none more noticeable than in the last couple of weeks. In the top photo,
Lisa Duff and her son, Charlie, 6, who is with the 2nd Aurora Beavers, plant a
tree in the Aurora Community Arboretum near Birkshire Drive, in Aurora’s
east end. In the centre photo, Aurora’s Citizen of the Year, Gordon Barnes,
signs up Jessica Georgiou, left, and Renee Scarth as volunteers for the tree
planting at the Aurora Community Arboretum near Birkshire. In the bottom
photo, the two volunteers plant trees at the Aurora Arboretum.

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Town will train its staff
The Town of Aurora will

soon roll out further cor-
porate training programs
to assist staff with new
workplace safety legisla-
tion.

The new measures
come under changes to
the Occupational Health
and Safety Act, and pro-
vide a number of new pro-
visions for both employers
and employees of nearly
all sectors.

"The Act now comple-
ments the Ontario Human
Rights Code and makes
clear the responsibilities
of all employers to their
duties to provide a safe
work space or work, now
extended to clearly
include the risk of verbal,
physical, and psychologi-
cal assaults and harass-
ment and discriminatory
actions which may occur
in the workplace," said
Aurora Treasurer Dan
Elliott in a report to
Council. 

"As required of the leg-
islation, training has been
provided to all staff with
regards to workplace
harassment during 2010,
however, a revised pro-
gram to include the new
policies, programs, includ-
ing the violence in the
workplace element will be
provided to all staff within
the coming several weeks.
The policies require for-
mal adoption by Council
prior to that widespread
training being delivered."

When the matter came
up for consideration at a
general committee meet-
ing recently, Councillor
Evelyn Buck, however,
suggested it would be
beneficial to defer the rec-
ommendations to  coun-
cil's June workshop on
capital projects in order
for it to be discussed fur-
ther in-depth.

"If this is going to be
part of our policy then we
can take the time," said
Councillor Buck. "There
are a lot of problems I
have with the policy, but if
it is going to be council's
policy then we need to
take the time to ensure
that we have reviewed it."

Mr. Elliott, however,
said the Municipality had
come to a stage where
staff now need to develop
and roll out corporate
training on the new legis-
lation.

"We are nine months
behind on doing this," he
said. "If there are any spe-
cific concerns with
regards to policies it is our
intent to go through the
training, go through the
policy and perhaps during
the course of training
there will have to be mat-
ters that will need to be
modified and we can have
that discussion in the fall
cycle. 

"It is fairly urgent that

we get moving on this so
we can get our training."

Councillor Buck's con-
cerns were not supported
by her fellow councillors.

"I would not support the
motion to defer," said
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. "I
believe it should be imple-
mented right away. I think
it is extremely important
and critical to the proper
functioning of our organi-
zation."

Councillors were in
receipt of training ses-
sions with respect to the
new legislation earlier this
month, including a work-
shop April 12 which was
attended by all members.

During the seminar,
they were walked through
a number of highlights and
changes contained in the
policy including the evolv-
ing scope of workplace
harassment. 

"When we were going
along in this matter people
realized we were missing
something. What about
bullying and psychological
harassment?" said
Barbara Benoliel, who led
the April 12 training pres-
entation. "That has now
been picked up by the
Ontario Public Safety Act
which came into effect in
July and adds an addition-
al form of harassment as
psychological harass-
ment.

"As the board of direc-
tors, and managers and
senior executive of the
Town of Aurora, employ-
ees are looking for a
harassment free work
environment and that is a
requirement of the legisla-
tion of every employer."

Examples of workplace
harassment include ver-
bally abusive behaviour;
offensive, demeaning,
humiliating, and/or intimi-
dating jokes; workplace
pranks and hazing; gos-
siping and spreading mali-
cious rumours; excluding
or ignoring an individual;
sabotaging someone's
work; bullying; and patron-
izing behaviour.

"Workplace harassment
should not be confused
with legitimate, reason-
able management actions
that are part of the normal
work function and does
not include: measures to
correct performance defi-
ciencies; imposing disci-
plipine for workplace
infractions; or requesting
medical documents in
support of an absence of
work," noted the recom-
mendation.

"Workplace harassment
also does not include nor-
mal workplace conflict that
may occur between indi-
viduals or differences of
opinion between co-work-
ers."

Domestic violence is
also covered in the poli-
cies in that if an employee

is experiencing domestic
violence or has reason to
believe a co-worker is
experiencing "domestic
violence that could
expose that employee or
another employee to
physical injury in the
workplace, the employee
should seek immediate
assistance."

But with this legislation
comes increased liability

not only for what you do,
but what you fail to do. 

"It means as managers
and directors you are
responsible and have the
responsibility to ensure
that there is a program,
there is a policy which
you've now approved,
there are training opportu-
nities for every employee
and that everyone is
informed of both the

harassment and the work-
place violence," said Ms.
Benoliel.

"There is a responsibil-
ity to do something if you
are aware. You cannot be
held responsible for
something that you do not
know. If you don't know
something is happening
and it is not reasonable
for you to know it you can-
not be held in responsibil-

ity. However, if you are
made aware, if someone
does come and tell you,
even if it is not one of your
employees, even if they
are working for somebody
else, by virtue of knowing
it you must take responsi-
bility."

The program and poli-
cies were formally
approved at last Tuesday's
Council meeting.

Council rejects Buck motion
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Carolyne Trussler Carolyne Trussler 

Your Community Banking Professional

416-802-2063

Good Luck 
to all the 

Participants

Aurora Home hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora L4G 6H6
905-727-4751

from everyone at 
Aurora Home Hardware

frfromom everyonnee atat 
Aurora Home Hardware

Congratulations & 
Good Luck 

Aurora’s Independent Community Newspaper

Canadian Dart 

905-727-3300  •  www.theauroran.com

Good Luck
Championship Competitors

SHOES
EST. 1970

Celebrating 41 years of business in Aurora

WHERE GRATE SHOES AND 
GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

14800 YONGE STREET, AURORA SHOPPING CENTRE (905) 727-9391

WWW.OMARSSHOES.COM

Earn Free Shoes!  Join Our Kid’s Club!
Support members of the 

www.aurorachamber.on.ca
 905-727-7262

Aurora Chamber of Commerce

Target local business! 

Congratulations to the Legion

530 Industrial Parkway South 
Aurora, ON 

905-727-5421

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

14799 YONGE STREET 
AURORA, ONTARIO 
L4G 1N1

Terry R. Sherin
Sales Representative

416-315-7368
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Location: 

Royal Canadian Legion 
Fred Tilson, V.C. 

Branch, 385
Aurora, Ontario 

105 Industrial Pkwy. N.

DOMINION DARTS CHAMPIONSHIPS
May 13 to 15, 2011

The public
is welcome 

at all 
our events.
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15150 Yonge St. Aurora (Across from the Library) 

905-751-0778

Call for reservations

BRUNCH 
11am - 3pm

DINNER
5pm

We’re both
Open

Mother

MOTHERS DAY MENU
Sunday May 8th

 First seating at at 11:00a.m.
Second seating 1:00p.m.

WHITE ASPARAGUS AND PARMESAN SOUP
$5.00

EGGS FLORENTINE

homefries or mixed greens
 $10.95

 
FRENCH TOAST AND FRESH BERRIES 

With 100% Canadian Maple syrup
 $8.95

STEAK & EGGS
Served with three eggs and choice of homefries or mixed greens

 $12.95
 

THE BIG BREAKFAST
3 eggs, homefries, choice of bacon, peameal or sausage (choice of 2) with toast $8.95

$8.95

SUZY Q’S SPECIAL GRILLED CHICKEN SALAD
With baby arugula, strawberries, red onions, herbed goat cheese and candied pecans,

served with a balsamic vinaigrette
 $11.95

 
QUICHE LORRAINE

(broccoli, red onion & bacon) 
served with homefries or mixed greens

 $9.95

Add bacon or sausage to any item $2.00

124 Wellington St. East, Aurora, ONtario, Phone - 905.727.8282

 

165 Wellington St. E., Aurora  •  905-713-1600 

On Mother’s Day
a Rose for every MOM!

On Mother’s Day 
a Rose for every MOM!

Sunday, 8am - 3:30 pm

JOIN US FOR
MOTHER’S DAY

WEEKEND

JOIN US FOR
MOTHER’S DAY 

WEEKEND

Chicken & Broccoli Omelette covered in cheddar cheese Served with home�res, a small fruit cocktail and your choice of toast 
*

Smoked Salmon Eggs Benedict or Smoked Salmon Omelette Served with homefries and a small fruit cocktail
*

Sunny California Eggs Benedict served with fresh avacado, Mercury homefries and a small fruit cocktail 
*

Famous ALL Day Breakfast served with eggs, homefries, bacon, sausages or ham and toast 
*

Wa�es, French Toast, Fresh Fruit Salad, Pancakes...much more 
*

There is the Hungry Man Breakfast and now for the �rst time: 
The Hungry Woman Breakfast!

A Belgian Wa�e served with fresh fruit or strawberry/blueberry preserve 
three farm fresh eggs served with 2 choices of bacon or sausages or ham served with your choice of toast and jam

Saturday, 7am - 8 pm
Sunday, 8am - 3:30 pm
Saturday, 7am - 8 pm

JOIN U
MOTHER’S DAY 

BRUNCH 
9 - 3

–––––––––––
MOTHER’S DAY 

DIN
4 - 9

LIVE M

PATIO NOW OPEN

J
14845 Yonge St. • (905) 841-1807 • www.jonathansrestaurant.ca • Open 7 am • Dine In • Take Out • Catering

This Month’s Restaurant Features
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ervations

B BRUNCH
10am - 3pm

DINNER
5pm

905-841-4434
302 Wellington St. E.  

e both
n for
r’s Day

BRUNCH

DINNER

Taste The Tradition
Trattoria • Pizzeria • Pasticceria • Gelateria

1Toro Road • 416.638.3271

7960 Kipling Avenue • 905.851.2211

7287 Yonge Street • 905.881.7393

3120 Rutherford Road • 905.832.8395

230 Wellington Street East • 905.727.5577

TORONTO

THORNHILL

WOODBRIDGE

MAPLE

AURORA

NOW OPEN

Hot Table • Fresh Bread

Wood Oven Pizza • Pastries 

Gelato • Great Deli Selection 

Amazing Paninis • Cakes  

Desserts•Coffee & Espresso

US FOR
R’S DAY 

B NCH
3 pm
–––––––––––
R’S DAY 

D NER
9 pm
USIC!

Tuesdays - Neighbourhood
Jam Night
––––––––

Wednesdays - AllYou 
Can Eat Greek Buffet

––––––––
Thursdays - $12.00

Pitcher Canadian

JONATHAN’S 
Mediterranean... & more!

07 • www.jonathansrestaurant.ca • Open 7 am • Dine In • Take Out • Catering

taurant Features
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Rec Cycle N’ Sports!
15483 Yonge St. Aurora, across from Howard Johnson Hotel 

Main Location:

up toup to

905-841-5757

BMX • Freestyle • Dirt

Available at:

25% OFF25% OFF

Equipment cleaning 
on the premises.

BIKE CLEARANCEBIKE CLEARANCE

BECAUSE IT ’S NOT YOUR 
GAME THAT STINKS...

...it’s your  GEAR!

Begin your season by getting your gear cleaned,

From From 
Approx. one hour turnaround

2929$ 9999

SPRING TUNE-UPS – ONLY $39.99 + parts & tax

Trail plan advances
Aurora's Trails Master

Plan took another step for-
ward this week, as council-
lors voted to receive the plan
and sent it out for a 45-day
review period by stakehold-
ers for further input into the
program, one which could
make future planning easier
for both the Town and trail
activists.

Final approval of the next
step came at last Tuesday's
council meeting without
comment, following presen-
tations and discussion at
general committee the previ-
ous week. 

"We feel that we have
very excellent value for a
very well done plan," said
Jim Tree, Aurora's Manager
of Parks, at the general com-
mittee meeting. "It is a long-
term, 50-year plan which we
thought was very important
because we need to tie up
new lands and we could look
at trail routes for the future
and evaluate those trail
routes when development
applications and site plan
applications [come up.]

"[We'd] be a little bit on
the cutting edge as opposed
to coming from behind and
trying to build trails in peo-
ple's back yards after they
have moved in. I think we're
way ahead of the curve in
terms of our planning for this
venture and I'm pretty
pleased to say Aurora is one
of the very few municipalities
I believe in the province that
has taken trail planning to
this level."

Mr. Tree was accompa-
nied in his presentation by
Jay Cranston of Marshall
Macklin Monaghan who
helped develop the plan.

He said proper imple-
mentation of the plan was
important so trail planning
could be linked with other
capital works projects in the
pipeline.

Missed opportunities
could come up when putting
in a new water line or sewer
line and this could help close
that gap.

"It is a great opportunity
and it is cost-effective to put
a trail in at the same time,"
said Mr. Cranston. "It also
positions the Town to take
advantage of outside funding
opportunities. There are a
number of opportunities out
there and will surely be more
to come and often those with
grant applications, having an
approved master plan is one
of those checkboxes on the
application. Having that plan
in place is a good stepping
stone to having access to
those other opportunities for
funding."

Recommendations in the
Aurora Trails Master Plan
include the formal acknowl-
edgement by council that the
trails network has the dual
function "as community
infrastructure for non-motor-
ized and self-propelled traf-
fic" as well as for recreation-
al use, that guidelines con-
tained in the document be
the standard or baseline for
future municipal trail
designs, and that "area spe-
cific design solutions" be
considered where appropri-
ate.

The document also sets
forth minimum design stan-
dards for multi-use trails and
urban integration, design cri-
teria for integrating trails with
underpasses, tunnels, and
culverts, and how to tackle
crossovers with roadways
and railways.

Potential costs for grade-
separated and at-grade trail
crossings in various loca-
tions were not included in
the $13.5 million price tag for
the 50-year plan, and this,
however, caused some con-
cern at the council table.

According to Tuesday's
presentation new at-grade
crossings can cost up to
$100,000 per location, while
grade-separated crossings
can range between
$500,000 and $2 million
each.

"I was just doing the math
and potentially this trail will
cost us $73.3 million if all the

cross grade crossings come
up to the $2 million as
opposed to the $500,000 for
crossings," said Councillor
Paul Pirri, when asking Mr.
Cranston if he had an esti-
mated average cost for the
crossings. 

Mr. Cranston said he
could not answer that ques-
tion, but Mr. Tree said esti-
mates had been received
from the Region of York.

"We asked the Region to
include a grade separation
at their St. John's Sideroad
and Leslie Street reconstruc-
tion process and the Region
came back to us and it was
between $500,000 and $1
million per crossing," said
Mr. Tree.

"The determination was
made that it was too expen-
sive and was not going to
happen at this time. While
we have identified a number
of those crossings, each and
every one of them needs to
be explored and we need to
explore all the funding mech-
anisms that are in this plan."

Tuesday's presentation
was preceded in the agenda
by an appearance of dele-
gate Klaus Wehrenberg, a
local trails activist who was
heralded by councillors as
being instrumental to this
plan. 

Mr. Wehrenberg said the
plan as presented could be
improved by a session with
"top bureaucrats" including
Mayor Dawe, councillors,
and members of the public to
discuss pros and cons of the
plan. Items for consideration
should include introducing a
definitions section to spell
out the meaning of phrases
such as "off-road", and "set
the standards against which
the implementation of a
master plan is tested."

"This is also to educate
the people that are really
interested and are the ones
who are maybe quite
opposed to this, although the
evidence isn't there that
there are too many of them,"
said Mr. Wehrenberg.

LOCATION: - Wells Street, between Mosley and Metcalfe Streets in Aurora.
 
We have a great variety of Vendors who offer fresh local veggies and fruit, honey, 
jams and preserves, meats, baked goods, delicious hot food and interesting Artisan items. 
 
LOGO CONTEST— We are announcing a logo contest open to the public.  Submissions 
will be accepted from May 28 until June 11.  You are welcome to drop it off in person on 
any Saturday at our “Brooks Farms”  Vendor, or submit it electronically to 
annasmosaics@gmail.com.  Voting will be held from June 11 to 15 on our Face Book page at:
 www.facebook.com/pages/Aurora-Farmers-market-Artisan-Fair/209326642420203 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS – We are holding 9 special events this season! We hope to bring you 
more children’s programs, musical guests and a variety of entertainment.

    

May 28    –  Grand Opening
June 25   –  Strawberry Festival
July 9      –  Doors Open Event
July 16     –  Art in the Park / Kerry’s Place
July 30     –  Jazz Fest
Aug. 13    – Senior’s Day / Cultural Centre Day
Aug.27     –  Council Corn Roast
Sept. 10   –  Apples & Honey Fest
Oct. 8       –  Thanksgiving at the Market
Oct.29      –  Customer Appreciation / Last Market Day

AURORAAURORA FARMERS’ MARKETFARMERS’ MARKET

Special Thanks to our GOLD Sponsors: Home Hardware and Pro Garage Tiling System.

AURORA FARMERS’ MARKET 

Ballot for Market  Bag 

NAME: _______________________________ 

Phone #: _____________________________ 

Email  
Address:______________________________ 

 
             
                    A u rora  F a rmers’ M a r k et  

WELLINGTON ST.E . N� 

DATES: Runs every Saturday until October 29th

Enter a draw to                    a filled Market Bag to be raffled off on a WinWin

Pro Garage 
Tiling System

OPENING DAY: MAY 7
TIME: 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Special Event Day!  Ballots are available at the Market or bring the one in this ad with you to 
get started:



Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATIONwww.richmondhillsubaru.com

11645 Yonge Street 
Richmond Hill

(905) 883-3555
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Aurora Minor
Hockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2011/2012 REGISTRATION

In-House Registration dates:
April 20, 27 and May 4, 11, 18, 25

AMHA Office at ACC1 – 7:00 – 9:00 pm

Please refer to our website www.auroraminorhockey.net for further information.  

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players

registered on or before June 30, 2011.
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants.

REGISTRATION fees for the 2011/2012 season are: 

$500.00 Players born 1997 through 2005*
$535.00 Players born 1991 through 1996
$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2011
$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2011
$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*Tyke players born in 2004 and 2005 must submit a copy of a birth certificate. It is recommended that 2005 players
have either taken skating lessons or completed one year of Opti Hockey.

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.

Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

Fees may be paid in 3 instalments of 1/3 each, dated April 15, 2011, June 15, 2011 and August 15, 2011.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2011.

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for AAA or any AMHA rep team.

AMHA tryouts begin April 30, 2011.

YOUR ATTENTION 

AND HELP IN THIS MATTER

WOULD BE GREATLY 

APPRECIATED.

HERE’S A GREAT WAY 

TO GET RID OF 

UNWANTED EQUIPMENT 

AND HELP A COMMUNITY

IN NEED!

Ross River, Yukon lost their community
centre facility and arena complex in 

a devastating fire. The building was newly
renovated and had just reopened.

Unfortunately all the teams store their
hockey equipment in the building, 

and therefore most skaters / hockey 
players lost all of their equipment.

We are helping the
Ross River Community 

with an equipment drive.

DROP OFF  TIMES AT THE 
AURORA RECREATIONAL CENTRE

THURS. MAY 5                      6:30 – 8:30

SAT. MAY 7                           1:00 – 3:30

SUN. MAY 8                          1:00 – 3:30

For more information, 
please read the following:

http://www.yukonminers.ca
/Libraries/Documents/03-

16_Ross_River_Fundraiser
_5x7.sflb.ashx

http://www.yukon-news.com/news/22169/
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Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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uoMay 7 - 2 weekends 
May 28 - 2 weekends

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Relay for Life group 
gets $650 waiver 
from Town of Aurora

Organizers for the
annual Relay for Life can-
cer fundraiser left Aurora
Council Chambers
Tuesday with a $650
waiver of fees in hand for
Town equipment, despite
the municipal staff recom-
mendation that council-
lors should reject their
request as it did not fit
into the Town's grant poli-
cy.

The motion to reject
the recommendations of
staff and grant Relay for
Life's request to waive
fees for the delivery and
pickup of Town chairs and
picnic tables came at the
hands of Councillor Paul
Pirri, against the strenu-
ous objections of
Councillor Evelyn Buck.

The recommendation
to reject Relay for Life's
grant request came April
21, when it was deter-
mined it did not meet the
80 per cent residency
requirement of the Town's
Community Grant Policy,
according to a report from
Al Downey, the Town's
Director of Parks and
Recreation Services.

This requirement was
not met, according to Mr.
Downey, but his repor t
indicated Relay for Life
did meet the criteria of
being an Aurora-based
not-for-profit organiza-
tion.

"There are other fac-
tors that come up with
this that supersede what
our policy is, and I would
say the fact that this is a
project, an event that is
going to save lives, and is
a nationally recognized
project can do nothing but
good," said Council lor
Pirr i last Tuesday, who
recommended the waiver
of fees be taken out of
council 's discretionary
fund.

While the recommen-
dation found favour with
the majority of council-
lors, Councillor Buck took
exception with rejecting
the recommendation of
municipal staff. 

"There is no argument
that the event is for a
good cause, but I think
that everyone here had
the answer to the ques-
tion last week about how
much is raised by this
event, how much is antic-
ipated to be raised by this
event," she said.  "Last
year it was $80,000.
They're anticipating more
this year. What possible
difference could it make if
they paid the overhead of
$650, which is the fee we
have established for the
service we are providing? 

"The community is
suppor ting this event
wholehear tedly to the
tune of $80,000 every

On May 7, a concert
geared to high school and
university students will be
held at Theatre Aurora.
The Aurora New Music
Festival will showcase
four local bands: The
Bloody Five, YORK, We
Outspoken, and The Wet
Bandits. 

The bands consist
mainly of members who
have attended Aurora
high schools, and most
have released albums
and done extensive tour-
ing.

Additional background
on each band is available
on  Thea t re  Au ro ra ' s  
webs i t e : www. thea t re

year. That surely is a long
contribution to the battle
against cancer."

Council lor Buck said
she did not understand
the logic of her fellow
councillors, not just con-
sidering the money Relay
for Life is forecasted to
br ing to the Canadian
Cancer Society, but also
that it goes against the
Town's own policies.

Since the taxpayers
are already suppor ting
the event through their
individual sponsorship
and par ticipation,
Councillor Buck said she
felt this was "double dip-
ping" as well, a decision
that would not leave tax-
payers "well served”.

"Unlike my esteemed
colleague, I see a lot of
logic and a lot of merit in
a $650 waiver of fees,"
said Council lor Chris
Ballard. "This group isn't
asking for a cash dona-
tion, it is simply asking
us to waive those fees. 

"Any time I have been
involved in this event, it
has been well attended
by Aurora residents and I
know that they too would
join with us and say that
waiving the $650 charge
is a good thing. This isn't
about how much an
organization makes; this
is simply about doing the
right thing and helping
this organization with an
additional $650 that they
don't have to pay. There
is lots of logic and merit
in that for me."

For Council lor Pirr i,
waiving the fees was also
a matter of the appropri-
ate money finding its way
to the appropriate place. 

"As an individual, I'm
donating money to some-
body staying up all night
to walk, to run," he said.
"I'm donating money to
the cause they are acting
for, so for that money to
go anywhere else than
the cause to which I am
donating, I don't think it
is appropriate."

The matter of Relay for
Life was on the council
table last week after Lynn
Pearson, 2011
Committee Chair for the
relay, appeared before
the previous week's gen-
eral committee meeting
requesting the waiver of
the fees for several items

which would be supplied
and delivered to the site,
Magna International, in
advance of the June 10
event.

"The success of last
year's relay is due to the
participation of the com-
munity, including local
businesses and, of
course, the Town of
Aurora," Ms. Pearson
said at the April 19 meet-
ing. "Tonight we are here
to request the same
items as in the last four
years, including a noise
bylaw exemption for the
night.

"Last year you granted
us a noise bylaw exemp-
tion, plus use of some
Town materials including
stage r isers, picnic
tables, and field marking
tools and paints at no
cost and we are once
again looking for your
support for these things."

Council had no objec-
tion in granting the noise
bylaw exemption. 

Other individuals and
organizations have been
recent recipients of com-
munity grant funding by
the Town.

Approvals include
$3,957.50 in community
grant funding to individu-
als and groups ranging
from the 140 Aurora Air
Cadets ($924), the
Aurora Garden and
Hor ticultural Society
($1,000), Special
Olympics Ontario-Aurora
($1,000) to $208.50 to
the Aurora Seniors
Association.

aurora.com.
Albums and merchan-

dise from some of the
bands will be available at
the show.

Tickets for the 8 p.m.
concer t are $15, and 
available at the Theatre
Aurora Box Office, 150
Henderson Drive, or call
905-727-3669.

Concert is geared to high 
school, university students

Residents turned out
in full force over the
weekend as the Run
for Southlake hap-
pened in Aurora. An
exciting and eagerly
anticipated community
event, the A&B Courier
Run For Southlake typ-
ically attracts about
800 paticipants to
raise much needed
funds for Southlake
Regional Health
Centre and to cele-
brate the spirit and life
of the late Bob
Hartwell, a former
Aurora councillor.
Photos show runners
and walkers leaving
the starting gate at the
Aurora Community
Centre. More than
1,100 participants took
part. This year entrants

had several choices of
runs or walks to enter:
the five kilometre, the
10 kilometer, the half

marathon Walk, or the
half marathon.

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer
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T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

Once a resident of

Aurora, Ted McClenny,

seated, with his great

granddaughter Mikala

Stade, 6, of Aurora, on

his lap, is surrounded

by  grandch i ld ren

Sunday when he was

honoured during a

brunch at  Aurora’s

Jonathan’s Restaurant

to celebrate his 75th

birthday. Ted was part of

the now defunct Aurora

Police Department, as

was his brother, Lowell.

Auroran photo 
by Ron Wallace 

75th

Citizen participation
on committees cut

Councillors finalized and
signed off on the terms of
reference for a number of
recreated advisory commit-
tees recently.

The terms of reference
proposed by Town Staff
affected the Environmental
Advisory Committee (EAC),
the Economic Development
Advisory Committee
(EDAC), the Parks and
Recreation Advisory
Committee (formerly the
Leisure Services Advisory
Committee), the Heritage
Advisory Committee, and
the Trails Sub-committee.

The majority of these
changes proposed a reduc-
tion in each committee's citi-
zen member complement,
but discussion at the table
when debated by Council
primarily focused on the first
three committees. 

"Staff believe that the
reduced number of citizen
appointees would facilitate
meeting efficiency while still
maintaining effective citizen
participation as citizen mem-

bers would still compromise
a majority of the commit-
tee," said Town Clerk John
Leach in a report to Council
earlier this month.

The originally proposed
terms of reference called for
the Environmental Advisory
Committee to have its citi-
zen member complement
reduced from seven to five,
and removing its mandate
to encourage the acquisition
of environmentally sensitive
areas.

This, argued Town Staff,
was the purview of Council. 

The rebranded Parks
and Recreation Advisory
Committee originally saw its
overall membership down to
five from nine, with two
members of Council rather
than the previous three, and
two citizen members down
from five.

In addition to those two
citizen members, one 
citizen member would 
be appointed from Sport
Aurora. The proposed terms
of reference removed their
responsibility to review
parks and recreation serv-
ice fees and charges.

When discussion
resumed at the council
table, the number of citizen
members on EAC was
restored to seven, and they
also restored their task to
recommend green initiatives
to council.

At the meeting, however,
Councillor Wendy Gaertner
argued in favour of giving
them back the task of look-
ing at environmentally sen-
sitive areas for recommen-
dation to council. 

"I don't think it hurts us to
have an extra set of eyes
looking out for environmen-
tally sensitive areas," she
said. 

The majority of her fellow
councillors - along with
Town staff - were unmoved,
however, and the motion
was defeated.

"I believe that the deci-
sion to acquire land is strict-
ly in the realm of council,"
said Aurora CAO Neil
Garbe. "I don't feel it is
appropriate to deal with
sensitive land issues with
people who are not elected.
I think that is strictly in the
purview of this council."

Ensuring that the com-
munity is actively engaged
through its citizen members
dominated much of the dis-
cussion, as they debated

the merits of restoring
EAC's complement, which
was ultimately passed.

"I think these committees
are an integral part of what
we do at the town and I
think it is important that we
engage the community, we
engage the extraordinary
volunteers that we have in
this community, and we
have enough on the table to
participate in the discussion
and help us through various
programs that we have,"
said Councillor John Gallo.
"To me it is vital."

Councillor Sandra
Humfryes shared similar
sentiments and said citizen
involvement was beneficial
to both council and the Town
as a whole.

"It keeps us in touch with
the community and to
understand what is going on
out there," she said, speak-
ing against a recommenda-
tion to have committees
meet quarterly rather than
monthly, a recommendation
which was ultimately 
rejected.

Some councillors, how-
ever, were in favour of the
proposed changes, arguing
that a change would result
in greater efficiency and
restore advisory commit-
tees to their original pur-
pose.

"The real function of an
advisory committee is to
discuss policy, make recom-
mendations in policy," said
Councillor Evelyn Buck.
"They should not be
involved in the day to day
direction of staff in the oper-
ation of the department and
that is what has been hap-
pening and that is what has
been a problem. 

"An advisory committee
advises, considers policy,
discusses it, they can take a
lot of time to come up with
policy on a particular mat-
ter, and recommend a policy
to council. The committees
have been overstepping
their mark since I have been
back on council and the 
size of the committees is 
a problem."

The terms of reference
were carried at council, with
the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Committee sitting
at four citizen members and
one member from Sport
Aurora, and with the adviso-
ry committees beginning
their meetings on a monthly
basis. 

Newspaper 
is sold
ment. 

“It’s a good thing for the
residents and businesses in
Aurora to continue to have
an independent newspa-
per,” Wallace said. “That
has always been very
important to me.”

He said The Auroran,
which was born in the year
2000, will continue to pub-
lish each week and the
name will remain the same. 

“It will be status quo for
everything connected to
running the businesses, at
least for the time being,” 
a London Publishing
spokesman stated. “All
employees will be retained
and the newspaper will con-
tinue to operate out of
Aurora.

Wallace has been hired
as editor on a one-year
contract with an option to
stay on longer if he so wish-
es.

Wallace said he is in his
67th year, and although he
is in good health, it is time
to start to slow down. He,
and his wife, Patricia, would
like to travel and concen-
trate on selling books.

The Auroran employs six
people, all of whom live in
Aurora.

There are other stringers
and casuals who work for
the paper.

London Publishing has
recently completed a deal
to purchase several news-
papers in and around King
Township.

The company, in addition
to owning an English news-
paper in Quebec, also owns
the Innisfil Scope, New
Tecumseth Times, the King
Township Sentinel, and the
Caledon Citizen.

The company also pur-
chased two quarterly maga-
zines, known as Tapestry
and Footprints. 

From page 1
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130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.

B
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A
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FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10am - 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

CLEAR OUTS ON SALE
www.thefanman.ca

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 41 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

While you are minding your business, who is minding
your plan? Are you paying too much tax? How does
your business fit into your retirement plan? Are your
interests, family and business 
protected? Have you 
prepared a succession plan that 
works for everyone involved?
If your current advisor hasn’t 
talked to you about these 
strategies, call now .

Visit my new website:   jenniferchristensen.com 
Please call for upcoming seminar information

Jennifer Christensen, B.A. CFP, CDFA, TEP

Ph. 905-726-8236

Is wealth slipping through the cracks in your plan?

Many hits on Facebook impresses him
The Town of Aurora's

recent efforts to take
advantage of social media
to reach a broader and
more engaged audience
could save the Town money
in the long run, said Jason
Ballantyne, Aurora's
Manager of Corporate
Communications, and if
recent Earth Hour activities
are any indication, they
seem to be on the right
track.

Mr. Ballantyne made his
remarks at a general com-
mittee earlier this month
when he spoke about the
success of the Earth Hour
campaign which concluded
at the end of March.

During the campaign,
the Town encouraged resi-
dents to visit their

Facebook page and post
how they planned to spend
Earth Hour and have a tree
planted in their honour - or
win an iPad - in the
process.

"This is a very small
example of what we want to
replicate on a larger scale,"
said Mr. Ballantyne. "We
told [partners such as Trees
Ontario] that we have a
goal to engage resi-
dents...and we came up
with the Earth Hour cam-
paign. It is a multi-channel
campaign that used our
new social media 
channel. We were highly
cognoscente that not every-
body is online so we used
traditional print media
channels as well. 

"This multichannel resi-

dent engagement is what
we would like to do. The first
time we tried it, I thought
maybe we would hit 500
residents. You know what?
About 120 residents took
part. We had more than
1,500 Facebook impres-
sions. There were 1,500
people on Facebook that
clicked on our link and actu-
ally went into our site to see
what is going on."

Their message was re-
tweeted to an audience of
3,500, he added, noting
that the campaign resulted
in increased traffic to the
Town's environmental page,
which helped to achieve the
department's goal of getting
more people to talk about
local environmental issues.

"I think we managed to

make some small steps
towards some bigger
things," he said.  

Aurora is one of many
municipalities taking advan-
tage of social media, and
Mr. Ballantyne said the use
results in increased expo-
sure, building new audi-
ences, and reaching audi-
ences that may not see
Town advertisements but
might hop on a website or
happen upon a Twitter feed,
and it provides instant com-
munication.

One example he cited
was communication from
Central York Fire Services
which went out on Twitter.

"Previously we would
have to send out a news
release and play catch-up
for a week," he said. "This

way we can get information
out quickly and in real time.
It is meeting the residents'
needs because we have to
allow the residents more
choices when it comes to
how they receive their infor-
mation.

"It is cost effective. While
we have traditionally spent
money on ads and other
forms of advertising we're
hoping that as these social
media channels mature that
we will be able to reduce
the need to use traditional
media channels which tend
to cost a little bit more."

From Councillor Sandra
Humfryes' perspective,
what has been utilized so
far is just the "tip of the ice-
berg", and she added to
become truly engaged, a
highly interactive webpage
is necessary.

In response, Mr.
Ballantyne said there are
just over half a million
unique visitors on the web-
site so the demand is evi-
dent, but there is definite
room to increase interaction
on the site. 

"Studies have shown
over and over that while
people do tend to retain
information differently, a
dynamic website is always
preferable," he said.

Future developments on
this front could include live-
streaming council and com-
mittee meetings online
through the Town's website,
once improvements to the
Town's bandwidth have
been completed, and possi-
bly creating a Town of
Aurora app for iPads,
iPhones, and similar
devices.

No ghosts in Aurora,
Heard tells council

Aurora's popular Spirit
Walk, a special offering
from A Step In Time, will
get its moment in the
spotlight when it is fea-
tured in an upcoming
episode of the Canadian-
produced and interna-
tionally distributed televi-
sion show Rescue
Mediums.

The episode will hold
its "premiere" at Aurora's
Filly & Firkin Pub Sunday,
May 29, following a walk

through Aurora's
Downtown Core, accord-
ing to organizer David
Heard.

"In October, I [accept-
ed] an invitation to go to
an Aurora business called
the Filly & Firkin and it
allowed them to contact a
well-known television
program called Rescue
Mediums," said Mr. Heard
at last Tuesday's council
meeting. "They came to
our Town in January and

filmed an episode here in
our community. 

"On May 29, after our
Spirit Walk, we will be
welcoming people to
come to this event, back
to the Filly & Firkin and
they will be able to enjoy
refreshments, a silent
auction, door prizes, and
live entertainment. They
will be able to... be the
first people in the world
to see [the episode]".

The Aurora Spirit Walk

and the Filly & Firkin will
give 100 per cent of the
proceeds raised by the
event to the Heart and
Stroke Foundation and
the Crohn's and Colitis
Foundation of Canada. 

"This is going to be like
live theatre," said Mr.
Heard. "It's well worth the
price."

Tickets are $20 each
and available through A
Step in Time, or through
the Filly & Firkin.

Mr. Heard, a newly-
minted member of
Aurora's Heritage
Advisory Committee, said
he founded his historic
walking tour group, A Step
In Time, to share his
experiences in finding his
roots in Aurora, which
stretch back to the early
19th century.

"We built a company to
share Aurora and help
local causes at the same
time," he said. "In that
same period, I also creat-
ed something called the
Aurora Spir it Walk by
interviewing citizens of
Aurora and letting them
tell me about their family
and strange events that
happened. 

"Let me make you
aware that Aurora is not
full of ghosts; Aurora is
full of incredible spirit and
that is why we called it the
Aurora Spirit Walk."

Town to raise funds
Aurorans will be "living it

up" for literacy through June 1,
taking up the challenge of the
Literacy Council of York
Region to raise funds for adult
literacy in Aurora and through-
out the region.

A number of local organi-
zations are on board in the
endeavour, including the
Aurora Cultural Centre, to
raise awareness and funds in
the Literacy Council's (LCYS)
campaign.

Aurora's Town Council
could soon get in on the act
after finding itself on the
receiving end of a direct chal-
lenge from an LCYS board
member recently. 

"I ask you to consider how
you would be able to do your
jobs as councillors if you
struggle with reading and writ-
ing," said Nadia DeFreitas,
volunteer member of the
LCYS Board of Directors, who
appeared before councillors
recently.

"Imagine not being able to
read important e-mails from
your constituents or the agen-
da for this evening."

The Live It Up for Literacy
campaign was launched April
1 to coincide with International
Adult Learners’ Week, which
ran from April 2 to April 9. 

"We are asking individuals,
community groups, and local
businesses to host fundraising
events to benefit LCYS while
challenge their counterparts

to do the same," said Ms.
DeFreitas. "We have intro-
duced a challenge at
Newmarket Town Hall and
asked them to have a dress-
down council meeting to raise
funds for LCYS and so I am
here to perhaps offer the sug-
gestion of Aurora Town
Council challenging them."

There was interest at the
table as to just what council-
lors could do to raise money,
with ideas lobbed around
ranging from a hockey jersey
night or Hawaiian shirt night to
"one-up your neighbour to the
north" from Town Treasurer
Dan Elliott, to a pyjama night
suggestion from Councillor
Wendy Gaertner.

"I'm not sure how I can
respond to that, but I'm sure
we can come up with some-
thing!" replied Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe jokingly to Councillor
Gaertner's suggestion.

The Aurora Cultural Centre
is slated to hold a photography
sale this month, with proceeds
going to LCYS.

The LCYS program has
been in place in the communi-
ty for almost 30 years.

It provides English-speak-
ing adults over the age of 19
an opportunity to receive liter-
acy training and improve their
literacy, computer, and math
skills.

According to Ms.
DeFreitas, 42 per cent of adult
Canadians were found in a

recent survey not to have the
literacy skills to function in
today's society. The organiza-
tion served more than 300
adults in their area, she added.

"In short, what LCYS does
is improve lives," she said. "We
help people get jobs, we help
people improve their skills set,
and we help them achieve
their goals such as helping
them receive their high school
diplomas. I have seen first-
hand how so many of the
adults in our community
require our services."

LCYS receives funding
from the Province of Ontario,
through the Ministry of
Training, Colleges and
Universities, the Region of
York, organizations such as
the United Way, and also
through their own fundraising
efforts.



You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 79,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

905-841-8949  
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S  

Top quality 
guaranteed

PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

� FOR SALE

� BUSINESS SERVICES

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cabinet
grand piano, with origi-
nal stool. $580. Please
call Bob 905-713-5002.

� HELP WANTED

� GARAGE SALE

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

DANCE  LESSONS
Classes 

through 
to May 9

Classes 
through 
to May 9

8 weeks Only $95 Including HST  
4,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   

Location: Royal Canadian Legion #385 - 105 Ind. Pkwy North

 
          

Level 1 –8pm - 9pm 
 Rumba and Social Foxtrot 

Level 2 –2 - 9pm - 10pm
 Cha Cha and the International Foxtrot

MONDAY NIGHT
 

SteveMillerDance.ca
416-587-4125

Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca 

� SWIMMING INSTRUCTION 

� CONDO FOR RENT

NON-COMPETITIVE
and COMPETITIVE
SWIMMING: Children to
adults. Aurora Selkies and
Masters Swim Clubs.
Register now for the
2011/12 season. www.
swimgym.ca 905-841-
3450.

VideosVideos
Now Playing

Bringing the business community to you!

www.theauroran.com 

We have tons of events in and around Aurora on our 

at www. theauroran.com
Come out and enjoy.  Most events are FREE!

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with 
Alison 

Search for businesses in our Marketplace. 
Go go www.theauroran.com then click on the 

Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page. 

Our        Town

FunFun community

• Aurora Home Show
•  JOB FAIR 

 
    

Auroran videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

EVENT CALENDAR

h

THEAURORAN.COM

Collins-Mrakas

• Aurora Model Aircraft 
2011 Swap Meet

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN
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(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

For more information call 

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7,  Aurora 

2 FREE bags of salt 
Guaranteed NEW stock;  

we never install used equipment.

• Water 
   Softeners 
• Reverse 
   Osmosis 
• Iron 
   Filters 
• Point of Use 
   Coolers

Ron Butler, 416-818-5075

Ask about our Rental Options 
We offer Low Finance rates

12 Mth. @ 0% 

OUR TOWN 
with

Alison Collins-Mrakas

WEDNESDAY
NIGHTS
• This Week in Aurora 

• Council Watch 
• Mail Bag 

• This Week’s Topic
Go to: 

www.theauroran.com 
home page.

Click on the 
big video screen
toward the left side 

of the page. 

The video will begin. 
email: alison@theauroran.com 

Thomas Kwok 
Real Estate Broker 

25 years experience
Flexible commission from 3.5%

HomeLife/Bayview
Realty Inc. Brokerage 

Independently owned and operated

905.889.2200  •  416-399.2128

50% OFF

$5 OFF

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

ANY SERVICE WITH
$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

$5 OFF

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 
905-841-6969

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

✄
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MA Counselling Psych.
Mental Health Practitioner & Psychotherapist

Please call 647-217-6806
www.therapy-counselling.com

COUNSELLING

Providing mental health services, 
counselling, and psychotherapy for 

adolescents, adults, couples, and families.

Laura Kemp-Romas 

CONDO FOR RENT Ft. Myers
Beach Florida. 2 bedroom, two
bath, fully equiped. Rent one
week, second week half price.
www.captainsbay.com 416-
720-1755.

RECE$$ION BU$TER

GRASS CUTTING, fertilizing,
sod replacement, tree trim-
ming, gardening, yard work,
landscaping and smaller land-
scaping jobs. Call Roy
@Alumni 289- 231-3157.

NEEDED – LIVE-IN ENG-
LISH/RUSSIAN SPEAK-
ING NANNY for 3 boys, 2
5 & 9 years old. 416-602-5505.

Over 30 years experience. 

 

CONCRETE IMPRESSIONS 
• Stamped concrete for as low as $8/sq. ft. 

Garage Floors • Driveways • Waterproofing 
• Basement Walkouts • Walk-ways • Curbs 

905-505-2410

“We leave good impressions”
York Regions First Choice. FREE ESTIMATES

 
COSMETICS
LOKI AUTO

Auto Detailing 
905-503-2040

136 Wellington St. E 

lokiautocosmetics.com
AURORA

ALTERATIONS 
Experienced 
Seamstress 

No job too small. 
Fast service. 

Call 905-726-9501

SUNRAY HORTICULTURAL

Lawn Cutting

905.758.8100
sunrayhorticulture.com

Garden Design       Flower planting

Weed Control    • 
• • 

• 
• 

Garden Maintenance

3 Cu.Yds. $109 + HST 
(Includes delivery to Aurora & Newmarket 

other areas slightly more) 

  MAY 
 

MINI BIN 
$139 + HST 
DROP OFF 
& PICK UP  

Also available: MULCH, TOPSOIL, GRAVEL, RIVER ROCK, SCREENINGS 
FULL  SERVICE  LANDSCAPE  COMPANY 

CALL US @ 905-727-7102 

SPECIALS
WEEDLESS 

GARDEN SOIL 

15231 Yonge Street, Aurora, ON, L4G 1L8 
(Intersection off Yonge & Wellington - S/E corner)

Free Parking in Rear   Tel: 416-628-1523
www.hestiaglobal.com  info@hestiaglobal.com

Multi-Family fund raising sale.
6 a.m. to noon. 264 Aurora
Heights Drive, U17 Girls
Soccer Team.
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Pine Tree Potters’ Guild

Aurora Cultural Centre 22 Church St., Aurora ON L4G 1G4
for more info: www.pinetreepotters.ca

The Town of Aurora in association with 
the Society of York Region Artists 

invites you to the

49th Annual 
Aurora Art Show 

& Sale

49th Annual 
Aurora Art Show 

& Sale

FREE ADMISSION
Aurora Town Hall

100 John West Way
    

Saturday, May 7 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

For more information contact (905) 726-4762
or visit www.e-aurora.ca/artshow

Sunday, May 8 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Saturday, May 7 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday, May 8 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Original artwork for all your needs and more!

Three Aurora residents may
get their own reality show

Frequent visits to the
Bahamas could land three
Aurora residents on TV if a
proposed reality TV series
documenting their adventures
gets off the ground.

Filming of the pilot episode
of The Boys of Paradise, fea-
turing Craig Collins, Darren
Giroux, and Andrew Goss, has
wrapped and the DVD is in
hand, ready to be pitched to
cable networks, according to
producer Barb Whitnell, who is
also mother to Mr. Giroux. 

The idea to document their
lives on Paradise Island and in
Nassau first came about last
year while on March Break,
when Ms. Whitnell and "the
boys" were sitting around their
hotel on a rainy day watching
the ample line-up of reality tel-
evision Bahamian TV, and they
were not impressed with what
they saw.

"We couldn't get over how
boring most of it was and
never gave a thought about it,"
she said. "Then the guys
would go out during the day for
their adventures and stuff and
every time they came back
they had some story to relay to
me about something that had
happened while they were out. 

"As they were telling me
this stuff, I started joking with
them, saying, 'Your stories are
more entertaining than what
we're watching on TV' and it
just sort of snowballed from
that."

Back at home, the idea per-
colated in Ms. Whitnell's head
and soon she registered a
treatment for the story.

After contacting acquain-
tances in the film industry for
advice, Ms. Whitnell ended up
hiring somebody with their
own film company and crew,
flew them down to The
Bahamas for the best produc-
tion values possible, and the
DVD was ready "a few weeks
ago."

Film clips and trailers taken
from the pilot have already

found their way to YouTube
and social media websites.

"The story is about three
best friends, Canadian
friends, who have decided to
go down to Paradise Island,
Bahamas, to live the life of a
March Breaker, and it is going
to be an indefinite March
Break," said Ms. Whitnell.
"They are going to show the
audience the fun that the
friends have and also the
drama between the relation-
ships that evolve with them."

It will also serve to give
viewers a behind-the-scenes
look at the more "touristy"
areas Paradise Island has to
offer.

If pressed to make a com-
parison with the spate of other
reality programming on
Canadian and international
airwaves at the moment, Ms.
Whitnell said the closest com-
parison would have to be
Jersey Shore in structure, but
that is where the comparisons
end. 

"[The Boys] are not
strangers, they are best
friends," she said. "They have
been best friends for years, so

they have got that great friend-
ship behind them as they
come into the house, but it
doesn't mean you're not going
to see the same kind of drama
within the friendship.

"Another difference is also
the locale, the scenery, it's a
beautiful locale so the scenery
alone, there will be a lot of out-
side shots and...I'm told it has
more of a film documentary
look to it more so than most
reality TV shows, the way it
has been filmed and edited
and I give that credit to the
team at Open Concept films
because I think they did an
amazing job."

With an eye to pitch her
"cutting-edge" (read: "for
mature audiences") show to
networks such as MTV, E!,
and HBO, Ms. Whitnell has
two interests in the property -
as producer and mother.

As such, she is aware of
some of the pitfalls and expo-
sure being involved in reality
TV can bring for its "personal-
ities”.

"My number one concern
is I don't want anything to hap-
pen to any of the boys, to hurt

them, whether it be physically
or emotionally, so that is where
the parent part of me comes
out, where I feel like I want to
protect them," she said.

"There are some things
that happened when we filmed
that did upset me, as the par-
ent, but as I took a step back
and as the camera man
explained to me that what we
just filmed was good for the
show, that it made good TV. I
kind of had to take myself out
of the parent hat and put the
producer hat on, and say,
'Okay, I can see what you're
saying’. It's a very fine line for
sure."

The Boys of Paradise, as seen in a promotional still from their TV pilot. The
Aurora residents are, left to right, Darren Giroux, Craig Collins, and Andrew
Goss.

SOCCER CAMP

ContactContactContact

July   4-8
July 11-15
July 18-22
July 25-29

Aug 2 - 6
Aug 8 - 12 
Aug 15-19
Aug 22 - 28
Aug 29 - Sept 2

Open 8am - 6pm 

Not open Mon Aug. 1  – $140 Short week

Full Days/175 plus HST

9 - 12 only/ $100 plus HST 
Sign up for 2 weeks/$150 per week 

BBQ provided on Fridays 

115 Industrial Parkway North 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 4C4

905-727-2552
www.auroradome.com
info@auroradome.com

FOR SALESOLD
RESULTS!

A name you know... 
a person you trust!

Direct: 905-727-1961

Susan Cowen 
Sales Representative

Independently owned and operated

York Group 
Realty Inc. Brokerage 

susan@susancowen.com

R
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SuSuSusasasannn CCoCoCowewewennn
Sales Representative

Independently o
Realty I
I d d tlt

susan@susan@
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By CHARLES SEQUEIRA 

Senior Scape

Brian will return!! 

We are pleased to inform
all our Senior Scape readers
that next week Brian
Warburton will be writing his
usual column and continue
to keep you updated on all
the events taking place at the

Seniors’ Centre.
I have enjoyed writing this

column and found the weeks
go by fast before it’s time to
write the next column. 

We welcome Brian back!
* * * *

Many of the seniors
showed interest in walking
the trails around Aurora. 

Here is the schedule:
Walks planned for May:

(all locations subject to
change depending on weath-

er etc.)
May 4: Willow Farm,

Lakeview Trail, north from
Aurora Heights to Tom’s
Park;

May 11: York Region
Forest, Clarke Tract –
McCowan Road and Aurora
Road;

May 18: Holland River
Valley Trail, south from the
Seniors’ Centre;

May 25: York Region
Forest, Dainty Tract –
McCowan Road and Aurora
Road

* * * *
Plans are underway,

again this year as
Neighbourhood Network
(NN) will again sponsor a
barbecue fund raising event
for the Aurora Seniors’
Centre on Thursday, June
30th, from 11.30 a,m, to 1.30
p.m. at the Seniors’ Centre.

Everyone, including the
business community, is invit-
ed to the event to enjoy good
food, entertainment and
cash bar as we celebrate
Canada Day.

* * * *
Our Computer Club is

offering some courses in
May.

For members and seniors
who may wish to join the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, note
the following:

A word processing course
to be taught by Brian
Warburton.

The course will run for
four weeks on Wednesday
mornings beginning May 4th
through May 25th. Each ses-
sion will be two hours from
9.30 to 11,30 a.m. and will
cost $20.

Computer room drop-in
sessions are scheduled

Tuesday afternoons from
1.30 to 3.30 p.m.

These sessions are run
weekly, every Tuesday, with
the intent that any member
who is looking for any kind of
technical help can come by
and organizers will try their
best to assist. The only cost
is the one dollar daily activity
fee.

* * * *
Aurora Seniors’ Centre

will again partner with the
Town of Aurora to continue
with the Aurora’s Borealis for
the 2011-2012 season with
some additional enhance-
ments. The Aurora’s Borealis
last year comprised of 12
trees lit in the Aurora Town
Park adjacent to the onsite
outdoor ice rink.

* * * *
The Senior Centre’s

Silver Stars Drama Club are
proud to bring you a Murder
Mystery Party on Friday,
June 10th at 5 p.m. at the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre.

They need your help.
There will be a murder in the
play and you will have to
solve the mystery by helping
to catch the culprit. 

Tickets are $10 per per-
son and are available at the
reception desk.

* * * *
The pancake Tuesday

event held recently at the
Seniors’ Centre was a huge
success, with nearly 1,000
attending. Thanks to all the
parents, their children, mem-
bers and guests for partici-
pating. Special thanks to the
Aurora Optimist Club and the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre vol-
unteers who did an excellent
job in making sure everyone
was served with pancakes.

REMINDERS
Following are some

events taking place at the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre:

Wednesday, May 4 -
Mother’s Day luncheon and
Fashion Show, 11.30 a.m. to
1.30 p.m. 

Friday, May 6th and May
20th -  Social dances begin-
ning at 8 p.m.

Thursday, May 12th -
Real Estate Seminar from 2
p.m.

Tuesday, May 17th - ASA
Evergreen Choir presents
Spring Concert from 7.30
p.m. Tickets are $10 per per-
son.

Now until Friday, May
27th - Elections to vote for
three directors to the ASA
Board Directors-2011-2012 

* * * *
For more details or further

information on any of our
events, programs or activities
please pick up a copy of our
May newsletter or go to our
webs i t e : www.au ro ra
seniors.ca or phone us at
905-726-4767.

* * * *
On behalf of our ASA

membership and our volun-
teers I thank all of you for
your cooperation in providing
me with all the information to
enable me to write these
columns.

I hope it was of interest to
all our readers and most of
all special thanks to editor of
the Auroran, Ron Wallace,
for providing us (Aurora
Seniors’ Association and the
Seniors’ Centre) the space in
the Auroran so we can keep
all our present and future
members informed on all the
happenings at the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre. 

Trees Ontario
CEO is next
guest speaker

Rob Keen, chief executive
officer of Trees Ontario and
President of the Ontario
Forestry Association, will be
the guest speaker at the next
meeting of the Probus Club
of Aurora.

Mr. Keen has served as
Vice-President of the
Association, was Director
and Chair of the Algonquin
Forestry Authority and
Director of Maple Leaves
Forever.

He has been a planner,
Director of Operations and
Program Manager for Trees
Ontario, before becoming
CEO of the agency, which
has 65 planting partnerships.

The regular Probus Club
meeting will be held at the
Aurora Legion, and the next
one is scheduled for May 11
at 10 a.m.

For further information,
call Bob Staley at 905-727-
5017.

times there is no doubt in my
mind. I am very confident
with what they expect from
me and I can't support this
budget and I'm sorry I can't
support the first budget of
this council because every-
thing stems from the budget.

"Nothing that happens for
the rest of this year happens
outside of the budget and
every budget we approve
from here on in is built on
this budget. I did my best,
but obviously I failed to
impress that. One of the rea-
sons many of you are here is
because of the spending of
the last [Council] and I think
maybe you haven't under-
stood that."

Among Councillor Buck's
objections was the money
spent towards the Aurora
Cultural Centre. That being
axed could have showed the
public that council "under-
stood the message", she
said. 

"The procedural bylaw
requires that I do not criticize
another councillor and I
don't criticize you, but I am
profoundly disappointed in
the first budget of this coun-
cil."

While Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe said this year's budget
process was "challenging" it
has paved the way for a bet-

ter process in the future.
"I believe now we can

probably tackle the budget
much more effectively and I
believe that we will be more
efficient in moving into a
more sensible planning
process," he said. "I will
support the budget as sub-
mitted by Mr. Elliott."

But despite what
Councillor Buck said, there
were times council did say
"no" to groups asking for 
a piece of the pie, 
said Councillor Michael
Thompson.

"Are there still questions
on the table?" he asked.
"Are there still some con-
cerns? Absolutely. We're all
anxious to reduce that tax
rate as well and I think that
for a first council we have
done a good job and I look
forward to the process at the
end of this year for 2012."

For Councillor Sandra
Humfryes, having the word
"disappointment" thrown
about was "disappointing”.

From her perspective,
council went through the
budget process "vigorous-
ly", although she said she
wished council could have
done more.

"We're going to [get the
2012 budget] started early I
think it will be a lot smoother
and we'll accomplish a lot."

Another councillor who
shared the view that more
could have been done was
Chris Ballard who said he
had been struggling with the
final number contained in
the budget document for
some time, and he had lin-
gering concerns.

"We started this budget
with a $750,000 surplus," he
said. "We have significant
budget pressures in the
amount of about $665,000
for our new firefighters and I
am really concerned about
how we're going to start
next year off. I guess at the
end of the day and, of
course, hindsight gives us
20/20 vision, at the end of
the day we would have
appreciated one more kick
at it to drop it down a bit
more to reflect the pressure
we're going to feel next year
with the firefighters and the
fact that we won't have that
$750,000 we began this
year with. 

"I truly hope that a year
from now you can point the
finger at me and say that I
was wrong, but I would have
liked to have seen this

budget down by another
quarter per cent if that is
possible."

As for the criticisms lev-
elled at the Aurora Cultural
Centre, Councillor Ballard
said the organization was
"damned if they do and
damned if they don't."

"[They had an] $85,000
surplus last year and they
are raked over the coals for
it [for] not giving it back to
council," he said. "This year
they plan for a growth deficit
and they are raked over the
coals for that as well, so I
just don't see the logic in
that."

The 3.79 per cent tax
increase, reduced from the
proposed 7.82 per cent hike
floated in late January, com-
bined with the Regional tax
rate, means Aurorans will
see a 2.13 per cent impact
on their overall tax rate.

For taxes on an average
property assessed at
$300,000, the combined
annual impact will come to
$68.70.

A workshop to examine
large capital items in greater
detail has been set for
Monday, June 27.

From page 1

Town budget fails 
to impress Buck

MPP - Newmarket-Aurora
FRANK KLEES

Contact Information:

Website:  
www.frank-klees.on.ca

Email:  
fklees@frank-klees.on.ca

Telephone:  
Newmarket-Aurora 
(905) 750-0019

You are invited to a

 HEALTHCARE   
PUBLIC FORUM

 MPP Klees is seeking input from his  
constituents in Newmarket and Aurora. 

 Is our healthcare system  

meeting your needs?

What are your recommendations?

Tuesday, May 17, 2011 
7:00 – 9:00 pm

Aurora Cultural Central 
22 Church St., Aurora

 Register at  fklees@frank-klees.on.ca 
or by phone 905-750-0051
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†Frank and Seller Must Agree On Price and Closing Date at Time of Listing
*Sales Representative        Messaging and data rates may apply.

1.877.526.6342

www.FrankPolsinello.com
Frank Polsinello*

Lee Palmateer*  Carol Thiell*  Kelvin Derbidge*  Larry Proctor*  Brenda Boyd*

com

OMEGA REALTY (1988) LTD., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

†

$1,024,900
St. Andrews On The Hill
See more on your phone 

- Text 555000 & enter 1476 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$2,349,900
50 Acre Investment

See more on your phone 
- Text 555000 & enter 1477 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$509,900
Aurora Highlands

See more on your phone 
- Text 555000 & enter 1229 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$314,900
Fabulous Updated Bungalow

See more on your phone 
- Text 555000 & enter 1220 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$499,900
Inground pool on a 68’ x 142’ lot

See more on your phone 
- Text 555000 & enter 1227 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$399,900
1.6 Acre Marina In Bradford

See more on your phone 
- Text 555000 & enter 1224 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$281,900
Fabulous Updated Home
See more on your phone 

- Text 555000 & enter 1472 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$267,900
Stunning Condo

See more on your phone 
- Text 555000 & enter 1228 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$224,900
FIRST TIME BUYERS

See more on your phone 
- Text 555000 & enter 1475 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$214,900
BANK SALE

See more on your phone 
- Text 555000 & enter 1478 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$159,900
BANK SALE

See more on your phone 
- Text 555000 & enter 1470 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$89,900
BANK SALE

See more on your phone 
- Text 555000 & enter 1226 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$659,900
10 Acre Horse Farm

See more on your phone 
- Text 555000 & enter 1479 for details
or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

FREE, 
QUICK, 

OVER-THE-NET
HOME 

EVALUATION 

www.RealHomePricing.com

Find Out 
What The Home
Down The Street

Sold For...

www.YorkVIPSeller.com

MUST SELL!
Fixer Uppers 

Bank Foreclosures
Company Owned

Properties 
Distress Sales

Free List with Pictures

www.YorkFixerUppers.com
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