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Election could be a personality battle

When Aurora residents go to the
polls on May 2 to cast their vote in the
Federal election, voters could be mark-
ing their ballot in a battle of personalities
and styles both nationally and here in
Newmarket-Aurora.

The Auroran had the opportunity to
sit down with both Conservative candi-
date and incumbent Member of
Parliament Lois Brown and Liberal can-
didate Kyle Peterson at their respective
campaign offices last week.

While both were keen to discuss
their party policy, it became clear that
perception might be something to
watch for in the debates scheduled for
the days ahead.

"People should vote for me because
1 will speak up for our community and |
will make sure that families in
Newmarket-Aurora are well served by
the Federal government,” said Kyle
Peterson on Tuesday, when asked why
residents should cast their vote in his
favour.

When asked if this was indicative of
his opinion on the riding's current repre-
sentation, he replied in the affirmative.

"| see the primary role of a Member
of Parliament is to serve the communi-
ty and that is it, that is the bottom line,"
he said. "That is why we are elected by
the voters and that is what we are paid
to do. That being said, you have to be

able to listen to the voters to know how
to represent them. | was taught there is
a reason we have two ears and one
mouth - you should listen more than

you talk so | would be happy to listen to
voters at all times.”
In examining the representation
Please see page 19

Popular chef Michael Smith was the guest at Regency Acres
Public School Thursday and he told students about his cook-
ing at the 2010 Olympic Games. The host of Chef at Home on
the Food Network sold copies of his cookbook “The Best of
Chef at Home” while in Aurora. Here, he is with Regency
principal Cathy Martino-Porretta, left, and Pat Morton, who

organized the event.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Budget goes
up 3.79%...

The 2011 Aurora tax increase
now sits at 3.79 per cent following
a final budget meeting last
Tuesday, which saw the final fig-
ures go back to Town Staff for the
preparation of a formal presenta-
tion to Council.

The 3.79 tax increase, reduced
from the proposed 7.82 per cent
hike floated in late January, com-
bined with the Regional tax rate,
means Aurorans will see a 2.13
per cent impact on their overall
tax rate.

For taxes on an average prop-
erty assessed at $300,000, the
combined annual impact will
come to $68.70.

At Tuesday's meeting, which
started just prior to that evening's
regularly scheduled general com-
mittee meeting, councillors con-
tinued on a theme started at the
previous week's meeting which
focused heavily on salary gapping
for Town positions.

Positions on the block at the

...and you’ll pay more for water

Aurorans should expect a 9.95
per cent increase on their water bill
this year, according to a report pre-
sented last week by llmar
Simanovskis, Aurora's Director of
Infrastructure; a hike  which
Councillor Evelyn Buck said would
be "devastating" to the taxpayer.

The 2011 retail water rate will now
be $1.4359 per cubic metre, an
increase from last year's rate from
$1.3055.

That equates to a 9.99 per cent
increase to the rate, of which the
Region's share accounts for 5.53 per
cent

Combined with a 9.89 per cent
increase in the Town's 2011 waste-
water rate, it comes to a 9.95 per cent
overall tax increase.

According to Mr. Simanovskis, the
typical residential user uses an aver-
age of 400 cubic metres of water
annually.

Under the new rates, an annual
bill would come in at $1,023.52 (up
from $930.85 in 2010), and quarterly
at $255.89.

The average annual net increase
is estimated to be $92.59.

Part of the increase for the 2011
rates is attributable to a shortfall from

2010 water use projections, said Mr.
Simanovskis.

"For 2010 we projected 5.4 million
cubic metres to be purchased,” he
said last week. "If we sell less than
that water there will be a shortfall in
net revenue and that goes into a neg-
ative revenue stream. If we sell more
water than projected that puts us into
a positive revenue stream, which is a
good position to be in.

"In 2010, we ended up selling 4.8
million to the community which puts
us in a $400,000 budget shortfall. In
2011 we are looking at, comparing
our 2010 target, we are actually look-

ing at reducing our estimate by
500,000 cubic metres."
Bearing in mind last year's water

Please see page 8

final discussion included filling the
proposed position of a Manager of
Customer Services using tempo-
rary staff on an interim basis,
resulting in a $55,000 reduction,
and five months gapping for a
records management clerk, sav-
ing $21,800.

Councillors also reduced the
requisition proposed by the
Aurora Public Library by $30,500,
gapping a proposed new position
for the organization.

But, as Councillor Michael
Thompson noted, it would be up
to the Library how it would bal-
ance things with a $30,500 reduc-
tion.

Library CAO Louise Procter-
Maio was in attendance for
Tuesday's meeting and she con-
curred that it would be the deci-
sion of the Library Board whether
to gap the position and take the
money from elsewhere in their
budget.

"We would obviously have to
work within the time frame and the
monies available," she said.

At a March budget meeting,
councillors went through the
budget line by line, tweaking sev-
eral items to bring the budget
down, however slightly.

Such items contributing to the

Please see page 8

chambers beginning at 7.30 p.m.

challenged by all other parties.

Debate Wednesday, April 20

The Auroran will host a debate among the contenders for the federal seat in
the May 2 election, it was announced yesterday.
The debate will be held at the Aurora Municipal building in the council

Currently, the riding is held by Conservative Lois Brown. She is being
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APRIL14-15

The Aurora United Church Spring annual rummage
sale starts Friday at 1 p.m. and continues until 8 p.m. for
the individual sale then resumes Saturday from 9 a.m.
until noon for the bag sale. For further information call
905-727-1935.

APRIL 15-17

The 25th anniversary of the Aurora Home Show
takes place at the Aurora Community Centre. The two
arenas will house more than 150 exhibitors. Back again
this year are many popular activities including the gar-
den feature area, live entertainment, the Optimist beer
garden with great barbecued food and refreshments,
face painting and mini-putt.

THURSDAY, APRIL 14

Amnesty International meets at Trinity Anglican
Church, 79 Victoria St., at 7.30 p.m. tonight. For further
information call 905-727-8671.

SATURDAY, APRIL 16

The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, pres-
ents the “Lillian Michiko Blakey: Who Am I? In Search of
an Answer” solo art exhibition. Aurora-based Michiko
Blakey explores the notion of identity as a Japanese
Canadian growing up in World War |1, through her mixed
media collages, archival photos and pen and ink draw-
ings. Artist reception at 1 p.m. the show runs until April
30. Gallery hours are Tuesday to Saturday from 1 to 4
p.m. Wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For fur-
ther information call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* k Kk Kk

The Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario is
planning a Selkies Swim for Heart involving the Aurora
Selkies master swim club.The swim-a-thon will take
place at St. Andrews College, 15800 Yonge Street,
between 9.30 a.m. and 11.30 a.m.

SUNDAY, APRIL 17

The annual Rotary Club of Aurora Frog Race takes
place today in Tannery Creek. Money raised is going to
Easter Seals Camp Merrywood in support of a Family
in Aurora with three disabled children. Tickets will be
available at the Home Show or through any Rotarian.

* k Kk Kk

Seedy Sunday happens today at the Aurora Legion
from noon to 4 p.m. Seedy Saturday and Sundays are
the days when the new gardening season begins in
earnest. You can have an opportunity to learn more
about gardening, hone and share your gardening skills,
and buy or exchange vegetable and flower seeds.
Details at http://www:.living-raw-foods.com. For further
information call 416-277-5432.

An eclectic cultural salon here in Aurora! Inspired
by Margaret Webb's book "Apples to Oysters: A food
lover's guide to Canadian farms", there will be a reading
and book signing by the author, and food and drink
served at intermission. Musical performances will
include music from the films "Forrest Gump" and "The
Mission" performed by a chamber orchestra, and con-
ducted by a farmer. Michael Schmidt, biodynamic
farmer will share his musical side with the audience.
Handel's Harp Concerto and Mozart's Oboe quartet will
usher in the Spring. There will be a guest appearance
by local dancers Radley August and Emily Gould.
Activity starts at 2.30 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre.

TUESDAY, APRIL 19

Movie at the Seniors’ Centre tonight is “The King’s
Speech”, starring Colin Firth, Geoffrey Rush and
Helena Bonham Carter. It is the story of King George VI,
his impromptu ascension to the throne and the speech
therapist who helped the unsure monarch become wor-
thy of it. Movies start at 6.30 p.m. and cost $1.50 for
members and $2 for non-members. Admission price
includes the movie, refreshments and treats.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20

Terry Kelly of Ontario Early Years returns to Aurora
Public Library to discuss what the latest research is say-
ing about boys and literacy and how best to support
your boy's learning. Event begins at 7 p.m. in the
Magna Room and it's free. Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493 option 4.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21

Aurora Chamber of Commerce networking break-
fast will be held this morning from 7.30 a.,m. to 9 a.m.
at St. Andrew's Valley Golf Club, 4 Pinnacle Trail. The
event is sponsored by Thompson Funeral Home and
includes a hot buffet breakfast and formal networking.
$20 for members.

* ok ok ok

The Third Annual Runway to Spring Charity Fashion

Event will be held this year at 7 p.m. at the Performing
Arts Centre, 13415 Dufferin Street, just minutes from
Aurora. All proceeds go to benefit the Easter Seals
"Send a Kid to Camp" program. The gala evening
includes a Fashion Show featuring haute couture,
upscale casual, evening wear, street wear and more for
women, men and children. Also included are food and
beverage tastings, silent auction and raffle, cash bar
and live performance by Aurora’s The Thursday Night
Jam band. Tickets are $35 and may be purchased at
many Aurora locations or contact
l.mcmahon@rogers.com. A great Girls’ Night Out or
bring a date to share the fun. Aurora - let's together
send 10 children to camp.
SATURDAY, APRIL 23

Annual Easter Egg hunt happens at the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre from 9.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. presented by
the Town of Aurora and the Maple Key Girl Guides. For
further  information go to WWw.e-auro-
ra.ca/easteregghunt.

TUESDAY, APRIL 26

Movie at the Seniors’ Centre tonight is “Little
Fockers”, starring Ben Stiller, Dustin Hoffman and
Robert De Nero. It has taken 10 years, two little Fockers
with wife Pam and countless hurdles for Greg to finally
get "in" with his tightly wound father-in-law, Jack. Greg
must prove to the sceptical Jack that he's fully capable
as the man of the house. But with all the misunder-
standings, spying and covert missions, will Greg pass
Jack's final test and become the family's next patri-
arch...or will the circle of trust be broken for good?
Movies start at 6.30 p.m. and cost $1.50 for members
and $2 for non-members. Admission price includes the
movie, refreshments and treats.

APRIL 26-29

For the third consecutive year, the Dr. G.W. Williams
Students’ Council will hold a spring rummage sale and
will accept donations of used or new books, toys, appli-
ances, furniture, games, and more (excluding clothing)
for the sale. Drop Off time is 4 p.m.to 7 p.m. at Dr. G.W.
Williams Secondary School, in the front foyer.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27

The Aurora Cultural Centre and the Aurora
Historical Society present the first of two heritage
lectures with local historian John Mcintyre. Tonight's
feature is “Hillary House: A Glimpse of Everyday Life
in Old Aurora” The lecture begins at 7 p.m.
Complimentary admission and refreshments, no
registration required. Wheelchair accessible at north
entrance. For further information call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30

Dr. G.W. Wiliams Secondary School Rummage
Sale today from 9 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. in the school's
cafeteria.

The Aurora Community Arboretum, in partnership
with the Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority, will hold
their annual tree planting event today from 10 a.m.
to noon. Bring the whole family and plant a tree.
The group will meet at the intersection of Birshire
Drive and Somerton Court in the north east area
of Aurora. Please see the website
www.auroraarboretum.ca for more information.

TUESDAY, MAY 3

The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, pres-
ents the heritage lecture “The Queen’s York Rangers:
Their 200+ Year Linkage to York Region.” Lieutenant
Colonel Kirk Corkery, former Commanding Officer from
1989 — 1992, and current Chair of the Regimental
Council of the Queen’s York Rangers will give an
overview of this historic regiment. The lecture begins at
7 p.m. Complimentary admission and refreshments, no
registration required. Wheelchair accessible at north
entrance. For more information call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

MAY 5-7

The Pine Tree Potters' Spring Pottery Sale will be
held on the above days at the Aurora Cultural Centre,
22 Church Street, formerly Church Street School. May
5 and May 6 the sale will begin at 10 a.m. and continue
to 9 p.m. and on May 7 it will open at 10 a.m. and close
at 5 p.m. There is free admission and a door prize. Call
905-727-1278 for further information or visit
http://www.pinetreepotters.ca.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11

Join local resident Phillip Hodgson for an interactive
seminar to learn about today's popular youth drugs, the
impact on the individual, the family and the community,
warning signs, and where to go for help. Phillip is a psy-
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ealtime was mostly a chore for Walter.
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of the TV. Nutrition was rarely a consideration.
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variety of balanced meals, but he enjoys them
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COMING EVENTS

chotherapist and counsellor who works and lectures in
the field of addiction. Event begins at 7 p.m. in the
Magna Room at the Aurora Library.

* %k k%

Wesley United Church, located at the intersection of
the Aurora Road and Woodbine Avenue, will hold its
annual roast beef dinner this evening. There will be two
seatings at 5 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. It will cost adults $15,
while children between six and 12 will pay $8. Children
under six are free. but they must have a ticket. For tick-
ets call Sherry at 905-853-4915.

SATURDAY, MAY 14

“l Love Rock & Roll” dinner dance takes place this
evening at Dinardo’s Mansion on Industrial Parkway
South beginning at 6 p.m. Dance to the music of
Freddie Vette and The Flames and meet and have your
picture taken with Elvis Presley, who is really Kevin Mills
from Richmond Hill. Tickets sell for $60 a person, which
includes a three-course meal and are available at
Aurora Used Books, 95 Edward Street. Proceeds go to
the Aurora-Newmarket District of Community Living.

* %k k%

The Aurora Historical Society is looking for volun-
teers to join their Hillary House Outdoor Spring Clean
Up, today from 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. This is a chance to
enjoy the outdoors while working on the grounds of a
150-year-old home and is an opportunity for students to
complete community hours. A barbecue lunch will be
provided. For more information or to register contact
Sandy at 905-841-4035 or ssbundy@sympatico.ca.

MONDAY, MAY 16

The 16th Annual Big Brothers Big Sisters charity

golf tournament will be held this year at Station Creek

Golf Club on Woodbine Avenue in Gormley. The $200
per golfer fee includes a four-person scramble format,
lunch, golf, cart, dinner and prizes. For further informa-
tion contact Rhonda at 905-726-2149, extension 316.
TUESDAY, MAY 17

At 7.30 p,m. the Evergreen Choir, under the direc-
tion of Richard Heinzle, invites you to join them for their
Spring concert at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John
West Way, when they present "We'll Sing you a Song".
Admission is $10 for adults, while children, 14 and
under, are free. Tickets are available in advance at the
Seniors’ Centre and they'll also be on sale at the door.
Refreshments will be served at intermission.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25

The Aurora Cultural Centre and the Aurora
Historical Society present the second of two heritage
lectures with local historian John Mclintyre. Tonight's
feature is “Aurora’s Heritage of Artifacts and
Documents: Treasures from the Aurora Historical
Society’s Collections.” The lecture begins at 7 p.m. at
the Aurora Cultural Centret. Complimentary admission
and refreshments, no registration is required.
Wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For additional
information call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

MAY 29-31

Another historic walk is planned on each of the
evenings listed above beginning at 7 p.m. Brought to
you by A Step In Time, the walks will present data about
where ghosts used to hang out in Aurora. Advance tick-
ets are $20 and 100 per cent of the proceeds will go to
the Heart and Stroke and Crohns and Colitis
Foundations.
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The Alloa Lea House at
100 Old Yonge Street has
been formally designated a
"property of cultural heritage
value or interest" to the Town

of Aurora.

The designation was
approved at a recent council
meeting.

According to the bylaw, the
one-and-a-half storey Alloa
Lee House, built in 1937 or
1938, is a prime example of

Less parking
on Murray
will improve
sightlines

Council is expected to
approve changes to parking
restrictions on Murray Drive
this week, a slight change that
will result in increased safety
and visibility for nearby resi-
dents, according to a report
from Town Staff.

The change, which will
move a "No Parking Anytime"
on Murray Drive to 31 metres
south of the northern intersec-
tion with Milestone Crescent
came about after concerns
were expressed by a resident
on December 3rd regarding
on-street parking.

According to the report

from llmar Simanovskis,
Aurora's Director of
Infrastructure, the resident

said that parked cars in the
Murray Drive and Milestone
Crescent area block the view
of oncoming traffic south of
Milestone on Murray.

Milestone is located across
from Aurora High School, just
south of Wellington.

"Motorists exiting the con-
dominium complex have diffi-
culty seeing oncoming north-
bound traffic, said Mr.
Simanovskis. "There have
been no reported collisions
along Murray Drive between
Wellington Street West and
Kennedy Street West in the
past three years."

A staff visit to the site con-
firmed the resident's con-
cerns, he says in his report.

"Staff... found out that
motorists exiting the condo-
minium complex cannot see
the oncoming northbound traf-
fic along Murray Drive when
vehicles are parked in close
proximity of the intersection,"
he said.

"In order to alleviate this
concern and improve the
sightlines for motorists, staff
recommend that on-street
parking restrictions be extend-
ed to a point 31 metres south
of the intersection. This will
result in a loss of approximate-
ly three on-street parking
spaces. Extending the 'no-
parking anytime' restriction to
a point 31 metres south of the
intersection should alleviate
the problem.

"There is ample on-street
parking along the east side of
Murray Drive to compensate
for the loss of these parking
spaces.”

The recommendation from
Town Staff was approved with-
out comment at last week's
general committee meeting.
The matter comes up for final
approval this week at the for-
mal council meeting.

Colonial Revival architecture.

The formal designation
pays particular attention to the
home's side gable roof with
front and rear dormers, hori-
zontal siding, recessed cen-
tral doorways, centre hall
plan, geometrical pattern ceil-
ing, as well as its interior fix-
tures ranging from its pan-
elled doors to its art deco bath
tub.

"The Alloa Lea House has

historical value in its associa-
tion with Mrs. Edith Winnett, a
long time occupant and resi-
dent of Aurora, and Dr.
Kenneth B. Ketchum, a head-
master at St. Andrew's
College," the citation notes.
"[It] has architectural value
as an excellent local variation
of the Colonel Revival
Architecture with influence of
the Georgian Style. The Alloa
Lea House is a classic exam-

ple of a modest Colonel
Revival dwelling with its sym-
metrical three-bay facade,
dormer windows, and one-
and-a-half storey form.

"It has contextual value, as
the southernmost of a num-
ber of historical buildings
located on Old Yonge Street,
a historical diversion of Yonge
Street."

Plans to have this house
formally designated were initi-
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House gets heritage designation

ated in 2008.

"During Mrs. Winnett's
ownership of the property, the
house was known as ‘'Alloa
Lea," according to an article in
the local paper,” said planner
Michael Seaman in a 2008
report on the building, based
on research by Jacqueline
Stuart. "A farm of the same
name is frequently mentioned
in accounts of walks along
Hadrian's Wall in

Northumberland in the north
of England. The same article
mentioned the panoramic
views from two sun-decks and
the clipped cedar hedges."

According to the report,
she sold the property under a
tenancy agreement to Dr.
Ketchum.

At the time the view to St.
Andrew's from Old Yonge
Street was clear. His widow
sold the home in 1962.
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Poor Ronnie

By RON WALLACE

How | “knew”
Flizabeth Taylor

Liz Taylor died last month at the age of 79 from con-
gestive heart failure.

Seems like | knew her personally, even though | did-
n't.

She came to Trawna with her husband (first time they
had been married) Richard Burton sometime between
1965 and 1968. They were divorced and remarried in
1975.

And the two of them stopped at Steele's Tavern,
which was located on the second floor over Sam The
Record Man on Yonge Street, just north of Gould.

| was a student at Ryerson Institute of Technology or
Ryerson Polytechnical Institute - take your pick, before
it became a university.

Steele’s was a favourite place to go.

Hey, you could walk there from the campus.

From her early years as a child star with MGM, Liz
Taylor became one of the great screen actresses of
Hollywood's Golden Age, and one of the most famous
film stars in the world.

National Velvet, filmed in 1944, was her first success.

So, when she and Richard wound up at Steele’s, it
was a big deal.

So big, in fact, that management printed their names
on the back of the chairs they sat on.

Every time | went to Steele’s, | would always look for
the chair with Liz's name on the back and sit in it.

At the time, if you can imagine, | was a “brother” of
Rho Alpha Kappa fraternity, a frat set up for journalism
and radio, television students. | even have the tie (ugly
thing that it is) to prove it.

While the frat is no longer in existence, there is an
Alumni Association. You can see what they're up to at
www.rhoalphakappa.ca.

Our “house” was on Earl Street, and that's where |
lived.

So, there were a bunch of us “brothers” sitting at
Steele’s one evening...probably drinking.

Someone got the bright idea that Liz's chair would
look nice in the frat house.

So, with everyone, including waiters and bartenders,
watching, we lifted the chair out the door and down the
stairs to find a taxicab to take Liz’s chair back to the frat
house.

On Yonge Street, we even sat in the chair while
someone hailed a cab. Must have been something to
see for the passers-by.

| have memories of the chair being at the Earl Street
location, but | have no idea where it is today.

Hey, that was 45 years ago, and my wife, Patricia,
tells me if there is a statute of limitations on theft, it has
long ago expired.

So, now the story of the missing chair and how close
| was to Liz Taylor, can be told.

* k %k %

|-

In my column last week, | suggested Vic's Shoe
Repair and Henry’s Fish and Chips were the only two
places in Aurora where, even though the person was no
longer involved in the business, the name didn’t
change.

| missed one, and CIliff Davies was quick to point it
out: Moon Gardens Restaurant.

My apologies to Moon Ing who ran the restaurant for
several years on Yonge Street. Moon was at his post
Saturday, making pancakes for the Lions’ Club, some-
thing he has been doing for years.

He now runs a restaurant on Yonge Street in Oak
Ridges.

Now, answer this question: Where are all the eleva-
tors located in Aurora and who can name a place, if any,
that has a revolving door or an escalator?

* k % %

John Macintyre also answered a question we asked
last week: Who was D.W. Doan?

In part, John said: “David Willson Doan was the son
of Charles Doan, Aurora's first postmaster, reeve, and
the man who gave Aurora its name. He was named after
his maternal grandfather, David Willson, founder of the
Children of Peace who built the Sharon Temple.

“David succeeded his father as postmaster and also
took over the Doan store, where the post office was
located, at Yonge and Wellington where the Bank of
Montreal now stands.

“He built the fine house located next door to Aurora's
current post office, on Wellington Street. Until recently,
this house was home to the Sormeh Spa.”

Thank you, John.

This small advertisement appeared in a local paper some years ago, advertising the “famous” Fleury
Plow. It was so famous, in fact, there is one at the entranceway to Fleury Park, near the Aurora
Community Centre. Plows were manufactured here and hold a place of honor on the Town of Aurora’s

Coat of Arms.

Letters to the Editor

Councll directive vague, reader says

Open letter to Aurora
Council and the citizens of
Aurora:

Please help me under-
stand how litigation against
three Aurora citizens was
approved.

Re: EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY: Payment of
legal expenses of Phyllis
Morris and the defamation
action of Phyllis Morris v.
Johnson et al.

| am writing this as an
open letter to the current
Aurora Town Council and to
the citizens of Aurora as |
believe others may have sim-
ilar questions and concerns
in relation to the defamation
action of Phyllis Morris v.
Johnson et al.

| stand open to being cor-
rected if anyone has any new
information to be shared and
| look to others for answers
and clarification as | don't
believe that the current infor-
mation in the public domain is
sufficient to explain how this
action was authorized by the
Town of Aurora.

It is only by sharing the fol-
lowing questions and subse-
guent answers (and any
questions that other Aurora
citizens may contribute) that
we may all learn and come to
understand how this action
proceeded to its present
state.

A considerable amount of
Aurora tax money is now
authorized for payment of
external legal fees for this
case but more importantly to
me three private citizens of
Aurora are still involved as
defendants in this action
which may take years to
resolve and which may jeop-
ardize the financial futures of
their families.

| realize that there are
those that support Ms. Morris’
argument and reasoning for
her defamation suit as equal-
ly there are those that sup-
port Richard  Johnson,
Elizabeth Bishenden and Bill
Hogg (Johnson et al) and |
respect their difference in
opinions.

| was from the start and
still remain in support of
Johnson et al but it is not my
intention here to argue the
legal aspects of their case as
this is now in the hands of our
judicial system and the
lawyers.

It is my intention to learn
and better understand how
this action was authorized by
the Town and to understand
how it was deemed to follow
the proper legislative and
administrative procedures.

| recognize that Mayor
Dawe and some of the cur-
rent councillors that ran on a
platform that included stop-
ping the Town’s involvement
in the lawsuit.

| commend them for fol-
lowing through on this prom-
ise once they were sworn into
office. | also commend those
councillors and mayoral can-
didates who also supported
stopping the Town’s involve-
ment but who were not suc-
cessful in the recent election.

| can appreciate that
Mayor Dawe and the current
Town Council has had to
responsibly deal with the mat-
ters opened by the previous
council and administration
and were faced with the diffi-
cult decision to authorize the
payment of external legal
fees to December 14, 2010.

| further recognize that
there may still be some legal
privacy issues in answering
some of my questions but
that does not prohibit me
from asking these important

Glue from Vic'’s
kept meets short

To the editor,

| was saddened to see the
passing of Vic (Paraninfo) in
The Auroran.

Flags flying
To the editor,

| just want to publicly say
how I'm filled with national
pride to see so many
Canadian rags, | mean flags,
fluttering in the wind at the
Aurora Shopping Centre.

Stewart Ivol
Aurora

He was a nice guy and a
credit to his adopted country.

In reading your editorial,
my mind went back to the
days when the late Aurora
Banner was located next
door to Vic's Shoe Repair.

When we had meetings in
the small room, which was
adjacent to Vic's, the odor of
glue emanating from his
shop was rather overpower-
ing.

| suppose it was good in
that the meetings didn't tend
to drag on.

Bob Maxwell
Etobicoke

guestions and seeking these
answers even if they may still
be forthcoming in the future
when this case is resolved.

In the following, | will refer-
ence the letter by George
Rust-D’'Eye of WeirFoulds
LLP entitled EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY: Payment of
Legal Expenses of Phyllis
Morris (to be known as the
“Executive Summary”). This
letter was made public on
March 30, 2011 as a Media
Advisory by the Town of
Aurora. It was authorized for
release by order of the Aurora
Town Council at its March 29,

2011 meeting
and it can be found on
the Town website at

Www.town.aurora.on.ca/auror
al/index.aspx?CategorylD=27
&lang=en-CA under 2011
Media Releases (March 30,

2011).
It was after reading
George Rust-D’Eye’s

Executive Summary that |
was compelled to ask the
contained questions and to
seek the assistance from oth-
ers to help me and the citi-
zens of Aurora better under-
stand how Phyllis Morris v.
Johnson et al was initiated by
the Town of Aurora.

It is the Executive
Summary that makes me
qguestion past information
and/or lack of information to
the public in this matter.

| am numbering my ques-
tions so that anyone respond-
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ing to this letter can do so
accordingly by the question
number.

1. Who has the legal
authority at the Town to pro-
ceed on the Town's behalf
with a lawsuit?

2. What are or in fact are
there any legislative steps
that must be complied with by
the Town Council in order to
initiate a lawsuit? What is the
involvement and authority of
the mayor and the Town’s
administrative staff, be it the
Chief Administrative Officer
(CAO), the Town Solicitor or
any other Town staff in initiat-
ing a lawsuit?

3. | recognize that this
matter started with the coun-
cil directive from the Closed
Session of the Town Council
Meeting of September 14,
2010.

From that point onwards
what were the steps and who
further authorized that this
matter was to be handled
directly as a lawsuit?

This matter started with
the Council directive from the
Closed Session of the Town
Council Meeting of
September 14, 2010.

The entry for this motion is
as follows: Council recessed
into closed session at 11.33
p.m. Mayor Morris left the
meeting at 1.10 a.m. Council
reconvened into open ses-
sion at 1.11 a.m. with Deputy
Mayor McRoberts in the

Please see page 7
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Front Porch
Perspective

During the first week of the election campaign one of the poll-
sters that | was watching on television made two very interesting
comments.

First, he said that nationally the Federal Liberals had garnered
835,000 fewer voters in the 2008 election than they had received
in 2006 election.

This works out to an average of 2,711 less votes per each of
the 308 ridings in Canada.

Furthermore, according to some information | gathered from a
Simon Frasier University study, "the Conservatives won hardly any
more votes in Ontario compared to 2006. Their gain in vote share
came about because 500,000 Ontario voters went AWOL
between the two elections, most of them Liberal, leaving the
Conservative candidates better supported in comparison."

If you take the 500,000 voters and divide that by the 107 rid-
ings in Ontario, that works out to a decrease 4,673 per constituen-
Cy.

That's a lot of potential voters staying home!

Second, the pollster stated that - according to work that he has
done - 62 per cent of people already know who they are going to
vote for, even though it was only the second day of the campaign.

If this contention is true then the parties are fighting over the
remaining 38 per cent of eligible voters.

The pollsters' points are intriguing.

Let's deal with both issues in order.

In the 2004 federal election, 51,435 people cast their vote in
Newmarket-Aurora.

This increased to 58,799 in the 2006 election but declined to
53,227 in the 2008 election.

By Stephen Somerville

That is a drop of 5,572 votes from the 2006 election, which is
a little more than the 4,673 national average.

Considering that the populations of both Newmarket and
Aurora grew at a rapid pace over this time, this drop off in votes is
astonishing.

Over this same period the Conservative vote in the riding went
from 21,818 in 2004 to 22,371 in 2006 and to 24,873 in the last
election.

The New Democrats received 5,111 votes in 2004, 5,639 in
2006 and 4,508 in the last election.

The decline in their vote - on a relative basis - was not that
large.

It is the Liberals where the majority of votes were lost.

They received 21,129 votes in 2004, 27,176 in 2006, but then
fell to 18,250 in the last election.

That is a decline of 8,926.

In other words, the Liberal share of the vote fell from 46.22 per
cent in 2006 to 34.29 per cent in 2008.

This is mostly attributed to the campaign that former Liberal
Leader Stephane Dion ran and also partly to the fact that Liberal
Belinda Stronach did not seek re-election.

| was hoping to provide a similar comparison using the provin-
cial election numbers.

However, we have only had one election - in 2007 - that utilized
the present Newmarket/Aurora electoral boundaries.

Prior to this the riding was known as Vaughan-King-Aurora, so
a comparison would not yield any meaningful results.

So what do these numbers mean?

The over-all decline in voters was totally at the expense of the

Frankly Speaking

Sky-rocketing hydro bills, the HST driving up prices on every-
thing we touch, grocery bills that get higher by the week, gas
pumps that seem on over-drive and the pay cheque or pension
cheque that runs out before the end of the month for most fami-
lies.

It seems that regardless of the level of income, families are
finding it harder and harder to make ends meet.

Is the Premier even aware of these pocket-book pressures?

Based on the budget that was presented in the legislature
recently, apparently not.

Despite spending $16.7 billion more over the next 12 months
than the province will take in, and racking up the province's debt
to aimost $260 billion by the end of next year, not one line in the
budget provides any relief for families struggling to cope with ever
increasing financial pressures.

Was there anything good about the budget ?

Yes.

There are promises to reduce the size of government and to
review agencies, boards and commissions to find cost savings.

A blue ribbon panel will be asked to make recommendations
on how health care and other government services can be deliv-
ered more efficiently, and there's a promise for more accountabil-
ity.

And there's a commitment to invest in a mental health and

By Frank Klees
MPP Newmarket-Aurora

addiction strategy recommended by the legislature's all-party
Select Committee.

There's a promise to accelerate the implementation of the all
day learning program, and to create more post-secondary school
spaces.

Interesting though, that most of the commitments made in this
budget are scheduled for implementation after the next provincial
election.

So...can we believe Dalton McGuinty's promises?

Remember the 2003 election campaign?

No new taxes was the promise and it wasn't long before we
were hit with the single biggest tax hike in the province's history -
the $3 billion provincial health tax.

The 'no new taxes' promise was made again in the 2007 elec-
tion campaign, and it didn't take long before Dalton McGuinty for-
got that promise and served up his $3 billion HST.

Of course, the Premier told us that these taxes, along with the
more subtle eco taxes and a basket of user fees are all for our own
good.

You'll decide who and what you can believe.

For months leading up to the budget, my colleagues in the PC
Caucus and | called on the McGuinty government to give Ontario
families relief from the tax burden that's becoming increasingly
more oppressive.

The Premier shrugged

by Scott Johnston

Newmarket/Aurora by the numbers —

Liberals; not good news if you are traditionally a Liberal supporter.

To close this gap, the Liberals need three things; to regain past
Liberal voters, to eat into "soft" Conservative voters and they need
to attract a large majority of new voters.

Regarding the pollsters' second contention that 62 per cent of
voters already know who they will vote for, this sounds reasonable.

The major parties have their traditional core of support that will
always be with them, "come hell or high water".

Both the Liberals and Conservative can count on, I'd say, 20 to
25 per cent while the NDP has 7 to 10 per cent and the Greens
and other parties say 5 per cent or so.

| would certainly love to see the details behind the pollsters'
research.

I have posed the following question to others over the years -
"when do the majority of people make their voting decision" and
invariably | get one of three answers.

First, that voting decisions are made in the last seven days of
the election because people are unwilling to focus before this time.

Second, other seasoned campaigners say that a lot of people
make their decision soon after the Leaders' debates.

Still others say it is in the last 24 hours of the campaign.

My own observation is that - other than those who are tradition-
al party supporters - it is an even split between those people who
make up their mind in the day or two after the Leaders' Debate,
based on the media's perception of what happened, and those
who decide on the last day of the campaign.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

We proposed specific measures such as exempting electricity,
home heating bills and gasoline from the HST and getting rid of
the eco taxes.

We called for the scrapping of costly bureaucracies such as
the Local Health Integration Networks and the Ontario Power
Authority so that more resources could be directed to front line
services. These and other recommendations were ignored.

Not one found its way into the 300-page budget document.

The Premier Shrugged and Turned His Back on Families

As | listened to the Finance Minister read the final sentence of
Dalton McGuinty's budget, | realized that Ontario families had
been ignored.

Not one tax relief measure for them, no recognition of the
struggles families face every day to make ends meet.

The Premier was smiling, the Finance Minister shook his hand
and one by one, Liberal MPPs rushed to congratulate them both
- apparently for a job well done.

| thought to myself, we'll see what your constituents think.

And please let me know what you think.

As always, | invite your comments and advice.

Please contact me through my website at www.frankklees.ca
or call me at 905-750-0019.
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Letters to the Editor

MPP answers York board chairperson

An open letter to
Trustee Anna DeBartolo,
Chairperson of the
York Region Board of
Education.

Dear Ms DeBartolo,

Your letter to the editor of
The Auroran claims that my
recent column entitled,
“Who's in Charge at the
School Board”, unfairly char-
acterizes what you refer to as
‘common sense advice' to
public school board Trustees.

Unfortunately, your letter
is less than forthright and
misrepresents the issue |
was addressing in my col-
umn.

Specifically, my column
referred to the fact that
trustees were told it would be
inappropriate for them to
meet with parents in private
to discuss board-related
issues.

This is the issue | brought
to the attention of the
Minister ~ of  Education,

because as | stated, | found
this to be an offensive under-
mining of the role of elected
trustees.

You now represent that
this direction to trustees was
only common sense advice,
and that it was in response to
a parent group's request that
a 'meeting of the board' be
conducted in private. That
was not the case.

Rather, the request was
specifically for an informal
meeting with trustees to dis-
CUsSs a contentious issue.
There was never a request
for a private 'school board
meeting'.

Since you described my
column as unfairly character-
izing the board's so-called
advice to trustees, | will
remind you of the contents of
your e-mail to trustees dated
January 10, 2011 and by way
of copy to the editor of The
Auroran, will allow readers to
draw their own conclusions.

Your email reads as fol-
lows:

"Further to our discus-
sions and e-mails regarding
meetings with individual par-
ent groups and trustees, as
trustees we do not meet pri-
vately with persons, or group
without  Staff  present.
Anyone wishing to address
the Board of Trustees may do
so through the Delegation or
Public forum process.

Therefore this evening
there is no private meetings
with parents or groups. Just
a reminder that we will be
meeting at 6.30 p.m. prior to
our board meeting.”

The specific request for a
meeting that precipitated this
e-mail, came from the parent
group, York Region Families
for French Immersion. The
request was not to have a
School Board meeting held
in private. Rather, the
request was for an opportuni-
ty to meet informally with the
trustees prior to the Board's
meeting  scheduled for
January 10, 2011. This was
made explicitly clear in the

group's e-mail dated January
7, 2011 addressed to one of
your trustee colleagues. It
reads as follows:

“Firstly, the group would
like to request a meeting on
Monday, Jan.10 at 6 p.m.
with all 12 York Region
trustees. Hopefully, this is a
convenient time for trustees
as it is just one hour prior to
the School Board meeting in
Aurora. We request that no
School Board members
attend this particular meet-

ing."
This is a reasonable
request. There are no legisla-
tive restrictions that would
prevent either one or all 12
trustees to attend such a
meeting. It is not a formal
meeting of the board, and as
such no decisions would, or
could be made at this meet-
ing.

All  that was being
requested by a group of con-
cerned parents, was an
opportunity to discuss their
concerns with the people

If you support Aurora tralls,
go to town council meeting

To the editor,

The Aurora Trails Master
Plan now exists in draft form.

The plan is a long term
planning tool, and includes a
trails planning map.

This plan and the map are
based on a vision that
Aurorans should be able to
walk and cycle to everywhere
in town, along off-road green-
way corridors, without having
to worry about any major

motorized traffic.

Aurorans of any age and
ability could use such trails
any time of the year, whether
they want to use the trails just
to get out into nature or to
exercise or to safely commute

If Auroran columnist is correct,
how come May can’t debate?

To the editor,

Re: Stephen Somerville's
open letter to the mayor

| totally agree with Mr.
Somerville's contention that we
need more debate between the
candidates for Member of
Parliament in our riding, and |
would love to see our new
mayor accept the challenge of
moderating it.

What | don't understand is
how this washes with his previ-
ous contention in the same arti-
cle that Elizabeth May should
not participate in the national
leaders’ debate.

Surely if debate is good for
our local candidates, it must
also be good for the party lead-
ers, too.

Mr. Somerville adopts the
media consortium's rationale for
not allowing Ms. May to debate
because her party does not

have a seat in the House.

This, however, must be rec-
ognized as a totally arbitrary
rationale.

There is nothing written any-
where which requires this to be
the litmus for eligibility, and
therefore it should not be
accepted by anybody without
qualification.

What makes having repre-
sentation in Parliament any bet-
ter a criteria than having 5 per
cent of the vote, or candidates in
all ridings across the country?

Answer. Nothing.

But it is convenient to use for
a media consortium that wants
to limit participation so as to
maintain the momentum of the
debate and therefore its enter-
tainment value.

What we really need is a
election debate commission to
take this responsibility and its
inherent conflict of interest away
from both the media and the

Iy
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candidates.

Maybe next time.

This time, | think Ms. May
should be in the debate because
every voter across this great
country will have the opportunity
to vote for a member of her party.

That alone should be suffi-
cient qualification to participate
in a national debate.

| hope Mr. Somerville does
not want to employ his stated cri-
teria for participation in the local
debate as well.

It would indeed be a dull
debate with Lois Brown being
the lone candidate at the podi-
um.

Darryl Moore
Aurora

to some place or friend.

Aurorans have overwhelm-
ingly favoured trails during sur-
veys.

They would like to see
more trails and support paying
for more of them out of tax dol-
lars.

The draft Master Plan and
the trails planning map will be
presented to Aurora Town
Council by the Master Plan
consulting team.

This presentation is sched-
uled for next Tuesday, April 19,
in the council chambers, start-
ing at 7 p.m.

Since Aurora does not have
atrails club, and since Aurora's
politicians often judge support
for any such undertaking a lot
by how many Aurorans show
up in the council chamber gal-
leries, it would be helpful for
trails supporters to come to
next Tuesday's meeting.

This is an opportunity for
Aurorans who appreciate
trails, more trails, to stand up
for trails, through their physical
presence.

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora

-
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elected to represent them.

Your letter refers to
Ontario's Education Act,
(with which | am quite famil-
iar) and your letter implies
that legislation prohibits
trustees from participating in
the kind of meeting request-
ed by these parents.

Nothing could be further
from the truth.

The section of the act
under which you are seeking
cover, refers to the conduct-
ing of school board business.

That was not the purpose of
the meeting that was being
requested.

| would have expected
that as an elected trustee,
with the additional responsi-
bilities as Chairperson of the
Board, you would defend the
role of trustees rather than
attempt to defend the under-
mining of their responsibili-
ties.

Frank Klees, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

~
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Councll directive Is vague, reader maintains

From page 4
Chair.

Moved by Councillor
MacEachern Seconded by
Councillor Gaertner

THAT the Council rise and
report from the closed ses-
sion to confirm the direction
from closed session regarding
the potential defamation; and

THAT the Town Solicitor be
directed to retain external
legal counsel and to take any
and all actions to bring resolu-
tion to this matter.

CARRIED UNANIMOUS-
LY

The September 14th coun-
cil meeting initially had Mayor
Morris and all eight council-
lors in attendance. In the min-
utes it is noted that Councillor
Collins-Mrakas left the meet-
ing at 10.16 p.m. and
Councillor Buck left the meet-
ing at 11.01 p.m. The closed
session would then have
included Mayor Morris (who
subsequently left at 1.10 a.m.
just before reporting out and
before the vote) and
Councillors Gaertner, Gallo,
Granger, MacEachern,
McRoberts and Wilson. There
is no indication in the minutes
as to if any Town staff may
have been involved in the
closed session but since it
involved litigation | would
assume that the Town’s CAO
and the Town Solicitor would
be present, though | stand
corrected if they were not
present and/or if others were

present.

From the Executive
Summary (after the
September 14th  Council

Meeting and after the Town
retained Aird & Berlis LLP
(“AB”) as its external legal
counsel): “Then-Mayor Morris
requested the Town to pay for
the litigation, following the
receipt of a legal opinion from
AB in which it was advised
that the comments were
made against the mayor, as
well as the Town Solicitor and
the Integrity Commissioner, in
their capacity as elected
officials or employees of the
Town.”

4. Given the answers to the
above questions 1, 2 and 3
and the statement “Then-
Mayor requested the Town to

Where are
the birds?

To the editor,

Unbelievable.

The Tim Jones council
gave away land to develop-
ment, mostly done by
DeGasparis, who boasts he
makes $18 million a year.

So more than 60 per cent
of raw land that was moraine
and shouldn't have been
developed destroyed
Aurora's nature.

And now we hear the five
per cent that was to go into
parkland was taken in cash.

What happened to the 41
species of migratory birds as
counted by David Tomlinson,
and countless other wild land
destruction?

‘Tis so sad.

And still our taxes go up.

Gail Mcintyre
Aurora

pay for the litigation”, were
the steps taken by the Town
in accordance to the accept-
ed procedures and in such a
way that Mayor Morris could
not be seen as having a con-
flict of interest as she had
direct involvement in the case
being that she would be the
plaintiff, that the Town would
be financing this action and
that she would be the sole
beneficiary of any awarded
damages?

5. As | see no further ref-
erence to this action in any
other subsequent council
meeting in the above state-
ment “who” is the Town? Was
this a Town staff member with
authority to authorize pay-
ment for the litigation?

6. Again, who at the Town
had the authority to proceed
with litigation? If it was the
mayor was it not a conflict of
interest for the mayor to
request the Town to proceed?
If it was the mayor, should not
another person (be it elected
or Town staff) have taken the
lead to this action?

7.Was there a reason why
this matter was not taken
back to council be it in a
closed session to authorize

such litigation and the
accompanying expendi-
tures?

From the Executive

Summary: “The retainer letter
signed by the mayor and the
Town on October 6, 2010
leads to the conclusion that
both are jointly and severally
liable for paying the legal
expenses incurred for the
defamation action.”

8. Thus the Town and Ms.
Morris were equally and sep-
arately responsible for the full
amount. The Town has now
authorized payment of legal
fees to December 14, 2010.
Should the Town not be
demanding that Ms. Morris
reimburse the Town now for
at least half of the Town's
external legal fees instead of
as recommended in the
Executive Summary “that the
Town give notice to Phyllis
Morris of the intent by the
Town to look to her for indem-
nity in respect of legal servic-
es paid for by the Town out of
any damages or cost recov-
ered by her in the proceed-

ings"?

The only way that the
Town will be reimbursed will
be if Ms. Morris is successful
and the three Aurora citizens
are not and this does not
guarantee any funds to the
Town as there is no signed
agreement for this option.

9. Would the mayor have
proceeded or initiated such
action given that she would
have to pay half the current
legal expense?

(This is now a hypothetical

guestion and does not
require an answer).
From the Executive

Summary: “it appears that, at
the time of the meeting of the
Town Council on September
14 and 15, 2010, it was
accepted by all concerned
that the abuse being heaped
on the mayor and other
municipal officials by third
parties, was seen as an
attack on the reputation of
the Town itself, affecting the
reputation and perceived
integrity of council and staff,
and that there was an
agreed-upon strategy to vin-
dicate the Town's name and
reputation, which was seen
at least as much the target as
was the mayor herself.”

10. Are we to understand
that the “agreed-upon strate-
gy” that Mr. Rust-D’Eye writes
of was simply the wording in
the council meeting minutes
of September 14, 2010
“THAT the Town Solicitor be
directed to retain external
legal counsel and to take any
and all actions to bring reso-
lution to this matter"? And
that it was this directive that
gave authorization to an ope-
nended mandate and a blank
cheque to external counsel
without further advice, con-
sultation or authority from
council. (A separate rhetori-
cal question but if there was
not an election and a change
of council to stop payment to
AB how high would the
lawyer’s bill have gone?)

11. If it was an “agreed-
upon strategy” then why if |
recall correctly were some
councillors apparently sur-
prised when the news of the
litigation came forth?

12. Were these instruc-
tions sufficient to proceed

with the defamation suit?
(Thus my earlier questions
on legislative procedure).

13. Did the Town Solicitor
or whoever instructed the
external legal counsel of Aird
& Berlis have the authority to
proceed with litigation without
further approval from coun-
cil?

14. Was the motion from
the September 14th meeting
so broadly worded that it
could be ambiguous enough
so that legal proceedings
could commence without fur-
ther authorization or approval
from council?

15. Did council discuss lit-
igation as part of their closed
session meeting? Was it
understood that litigation was
the only option that external
legal counsel should pursue?
(I realize that this may never
be known as it was a closed
session). If so, then they
knew it could proceed to the
current situation along with
the financial burden to the
Town. If not, then did some-
one at the Town over-step
their authority (thus my earli-
er questions as to procedure
in authorizing litigation)?

Please help me under-
stand how we arrived at the
current state of affairs.

It is my opinion that the
council directive was far too
vague and could be viewed
as irresponsible as it did not
provide specific direction and
limitations and any need for
the external legal counsel
once engaged to seek further
direction and authorization
from council. Given the par-
ticular care that councillors
take in wording their motions
and given the fact that this
was done at the end of term
with councillors having a min-
imum of four years of experi-
ence (excluding Councillor
Gallo) in their seats as
opposed to being inexperi-
enced councillors at the
beginning of term it is surpris-
ing that this motion as word-
ed was ever approved. It
makes me wonder whether
there is any part of this inci-
dent and/or subsequent
actions that could be deemed
in any way to violate the
Municipal Act and/or the
Town’s business and legisla-

tive procedures and if so who
are we to hold accountable
for their actions.

| note that Councillor Bob
McRoberts disavowed his
approval of the September
14th motion at the September
29, 2010 council meeting and
stated on October 14, 2010
on Rogers TV First Local
News, “The arguments pre-
sented by town staff and
council members didn't
match my understanding of
the Municipal Act. | do not
agree with the rationale pro-
vided. | do not agree that the
matter is a matter for council”.

| have to ask - what would
have happened to the Town
of Aurora if this past council

were to have directed other
external contractors “to take
any and all actions” for litiga-
tion against land developers
in Aurora or for the repair to
all roads or to improving
Aurora’s water and sewage
systems or to providing recre-
ation facilities?

| believe that there is still
much to be disclosed to the
citizens of Aurora so that we
can all understand how
Phyllis Morris v. Johnson et al
was authorized by the Town
of Aurora. | should think that
the answers would be simple
and straightforward.

Paul Sesto
Aurora

-

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAWY,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

KProviding valued and trusted legal advice since 1983/

~

OPEN
Monday

to Saturday

Walk-ins Welcome - Gift Certificates Available
All staff are from LEANNE’S NAILS OPEN
15450 Yonge St., Unit 1, Aurora monday

* Room for Rent/Facials

905-503-SWAN (7926)

Hair

Manicure
Pedicure

Waxing

Bio-gel, Solar-Gel
UV Gell, Acrylic

to Saturday

-

Serving Aurora for 41 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!
Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE
Under MOON GARDEN on
yvellowpages.ca

SPECIAL 5o 4 -$32°°

Business Hours
Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm Sun. 4pm -11pm

\.

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O.
15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington.
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

J

oM av

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON'’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES - JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Celebrating our 41st year of business in Aurora. WWW.omarsshoes.com

905-727-9391

14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
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Lifestyle Windows and Doors officially opened for
business recently, and Aurora Mayor Geoffrey

Dawe, left, made it all legal by cutting the ribbon.
With him is owner George Hughes. The new firm is
located on Industrial Parkway South.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Region ups town’s water rates

From page 1
rate increase, Councillor Buck
said the 2011 hike was unac-
ceptable.

"We had a substantial
increase last year," she said.
"Fourteen per cent last year
and 9.95 per cent this year is
23 per cent in two years.
That is $1,100 in the year of
residential water rate. | defy
anybody around this table to
say that they have made any
sense of what you were
telling me.

"When you talk about
having lower sales therefore
you have a deficit in your
revenue because people
didn't buy enough water, but
if people didn't buy enough
water then it shouldn't have
cost us to buy it from the
Region. We are clients from
the Region. They supply the
water, we buy it from them,
and we get their wholesale
rate. If people in the homes
don't use the water then we
shouldn't be buying it, we
shouldn't be paying for it, so
why does it come up with a
deficit because they didn't
buy it?"

Proper projections are "a
difficult thing at best", replied
Mr. Simanovskis but conced-
ed that was "no excuse."

"The Region provides
projections to all the local
municipalities based on their

forecast of what they believe
they need to make available
in the system because part
of the Region's responsibility
is to ensure an adequate
water supply,” he said. "The
challenge is they then turn
around and provide that fore-
cast to municipalities more
as information."

According to  Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe, water rates
have been the subject of
"contentious" discussion at
the Region over the past few
years because they are the
driver of the water rates.

"There have been discus-
sions on whether we are still
getting a good deal on water
but there is no empirical data
to back that fact up one way
or the other," he said.

This view was reiterated
by Aurora CAO Neil Garbe
who said similar discussions
had take place amongst
Regional CAOs.

"We did voice some
cause for concern that the
local municipalities are bear-
ing the brunt of these
increases,” he said, adding
that there has been a push
for better measures to track
what is how unaccounted for
water.

"There are a number of
issues and what | want to
convey is that it is shared by
local staff," he said.

Councillors hold budget to 3.79 per cent

From page 1

Such items contributing
to the budget reduction
decided that evening
included six months gap-
ping for select new posi-
tions coming onto the staff
complement as well as
turning some into contract
positions.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
proposed the removal of
funding from several proj-
ects and programs, includ-
ing the Aurora Community
Arboretum and the Town's
use of Bullfrog Power, but
these motions were
defeated by council.

One area, however, that
was accepted was an
additional $50,000 allocat-
ed "for the use of heritage
issues".

Council accepted this
recommendation with the
provision that this money,
if it is to be allocated, must
come from somewhere

Trinit

Church Aurora

else within the budget, and
not in addition to what was
already on the table.

The item was originally
proposed as $50,000 to
facilitate a curator for an
Aurora museum.

"Perhaps the motion
just needs to be an addi-
tional $50,000 for council
to address the museum
and heritage issue, sub-
ject to discussions with the
parties," suggested Aurora
Treasurer Dan Elliott.
"That way it is open-
ended; whether it's for a
curator or consultant, staff
have a pretty good idea of
what needs to be done."

After last week's meet-
ing, however, it was noted
that the salary gapping in
the 2011 budget would
have an impact on next
year.

"Not funding the
gapped portion this year, it
affects the opening posi-

April 21, Maundy Thursday 7:30 pm
April 22, Good Friday 10 am

(Includes children’s program)

April 23, Easter Vigil 7:30 pm

April 24, Easter Sunday
8am 9:15 & 11am

tion for next year's budg-
et," said Mr. Elliott. "Yes,
we are assuming those
positions are in there and
if we had budgeted for the
full year this year there
would be no impact next
year, but since we are
budgeting for, say, three
quarters of the year, for
example, the one quarter
still has to have an impact
on the taxpayer and that
will come next year."

Mr. Elliott noted that his
department will soon be
developing the 2012 budg-
et schedule and bringing
that to council for informa-
tion in the coming weeks.

"We're tentatively think-
ing to give it to you and
perhaps even approved
before Christmas,” he
noted.

This would fit into plans
to begin the process much
sooner, said Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe.

j connecting spiritual journeys ...

Celebrate Easter

Trinity Anglican Church Aurora

79 Victoria St. Aurora

(905) 727-6101 - www.trinityaurora.ca

"It is certainly my goal to
be doing this much sooner
in the process this coming
year and hopefully to have
far more intelligent fore-
casting and | know we have

been working towards
that."
Mr.  Elliott forecasts

budget pressures in the
year ahead to be 7.2 per
cent in 2012, 3.6 per cent
in 2013, and 2.2 per centin
2014.

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Patrick M. Gaffney

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.
A practitioner of Collaborative Family
Law — a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

* 1/2 hour free consultation
« accepts Legd Aid

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023
e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

WE WILL NOT
s(I(E)Rlv‘lll\lllnuGNT|;I\I(E BE UNDERSOLD ON
FOROVER  “RiuiounpiNG
20 YEARS AREAS
905;7,13:6420,

FORSHLE

Sales Representatives

RF/M MYork Group

Redlty Inc. Brokerage

Direct: 905-727-1961
Independently owned and operated  susan@susancowen.com
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Aurora Home Show 2011

C%ﬁﬂ‘m 0 5/

Jack Roeleveld of Jack’'s Landscaping, left, and his staff have been busy again this year getting things organized for the Feature Area at The Aurora Home
Show which runs this Friday, Saturday and Sunday at the Aurora Community Centre.

Home show opens Friday

Let's celebrate! It's the 25th
Anniversary of the Aurora Home
Show this year. That's 25 years of
planning, sponsoring, creating and
exhibiting at a fabulous three-day
event. And with each passing year,
the show keeps getting better and
better. Mark your calendars for the
weekend of April 15-17.... and join
the Aurora Chamber of Commerce
at this year's Home Show — A
Celebration of Style!

“There’s so much to do at the
show this year,” says Home Show

Committee Chair Bob Ince.
“Whether you're looking for home
improvement ideas or for family
entertainment, we've got it. And
we've kept the admission at a
toonie.”

The Feature Area is always
popular. Whether it's a full home or
a spectacular water feature, cre-
ativity and craftsmanship are
always well displayed. This year
the Feature Area will provide you
with some great front yard ideas,
all with a European flair.

You'll have the opportunity to
check out over 150 exhibitors,
each ready to show you great
home and lifestyle ideas. You'l
have the opportunity to listen to
folksinger John Lemme as he
entertains from the Feature Area.
History buffs will enjoy a photo
exhibit prepared from 25 years of
Aurora Home Show pictures.
There will be the ever-popular face
painting and mini putt for the kid-
dies. Don'’t forget to make a trip to
the Optimist's Beer Garden for

great barbequed food and refresh-
ments.

The Aurora Chamber of
Commerce is grateful to the spon-
sors and volunteers who make the
show a success every year. This
year a special shout out goes to
sponsors L.H. Lind Realty Inc., van
Nostrand & Partners, Pace Credit
Union and iNetAgent.  Grateful
thanks go to the Home Show
Committee volunteers Bob Ince,
Robin Taylor-Smith, Diane
Buchanan, Robin  Hardman,

George Hughes, Brian North, Jack
Roeleveld, and Chamber staff
Judy Marshall and Nancy Eveleigh
Browne.

The 2011 Aurora Home Show —
A Celebration of Style — opens
Friday, April 15th from 2 to 9 pm
and continues Saturday, April 16th
from 9 am to 6 pm and Sunday,
April 17th from 10 am to 5 pm at
the Aurora Community Centre, just
off Aurora Heights Drive. For more
information check out
www.aurorahomeshow.ca.

Friday April 15, from 2 p.m. — 9 p.m., and continues

Saturday, April 16, 9 a.m. — 6 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

7N

VAN NOSTRAND
& PARTNERS

Sponsored in part by:

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS

\
CREDIT UNION
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www.rocksolidinterlocking.com

Rotary Club of Aurora
Presenl> The 5th Annual

@@ Sunday, April 17t

Support Rotaryf ommumty
and International Pro;ects
Tickets: $5 each | from the
Tannery Creek Bridge
in Machell Park
[the;
D J J = = @ [1€ @

BIKING

YOGA CLASSES

PILATES

Auroran

Timberlane
Athletic Club

WEEKS

Not to be combined with any other offer, special or discount. Valid to new members. Must be 19 years of age or older
(identification required). Some conditions apply. Offer expires May 31/11.

Where you belong
www.Timberlane

Custom
furniture
and kitchens.

From design
to installation.

905-939-8302

www.harvesttreasures.com

TENNIS

Club.com

It’s TIME...

...for your resolution, let Spar-clean be your solution
Pick up your coupon for

50% QFF

your initial cleaning.

Servicing Aurora/Newmarket Visit our booth

and area over 15 years
- INSURED BONDED (=
Privately owned and operated P

SPAR CLEAN
j_a/ces 7ZLC/{

Call 905-967-0445

3@%4@@
S TS IS8 T Cous:-

»
(ZANDER

SOD CO. LIMITED

OWE CUBIC E 121-2100

YARD IPER BAG BigYellowBag.com

PERSONAL
TRAINING

SQUASH MASSAGE

155 Vandorf Road,Aurora

905.727.4252
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Clean water.
Green future™

Times are Hard...

Booth 101

...your Water doesn’t have to be!

905-727-1387 mm
SAVE "*500!

220 Wellington St. E.

/-’ 7 on in stock equipment
While supplies last!
Service You Can Trust.- Since 1924"
‘ol _ For more information call
Visit us O?‘ Booth#80-#81 Ron Butler. 416.-818-5075
www.clickdcomfort.com 150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7, Aurora

©05.727.4258 BOOTH # 96
P

F I f NOXIEERN COMFORT

ow/Company/4xiiniTop/Choicel&]Readers/Choice
et Wi N‘E ] ﬁﬁ;ﬁ'é’ '2'.:1?;; :
UPGRADE I

SHOW  ‘prowmymvrry
EC‘AL | Comfort Factor: Winter 71% « Summer 71% |

| ER46-R6.8:U.15

S
55 | glass heat los b nificantl
154&1 | re gd d$vh | ow-e mgittance g m

Offer ends 10 days after home show | coating is applied.

. _2 t mo Wi |

Bay Windows me Visit usa :(Apt s pen !
Co .‘39 140! ' acity of triple p e glass! Radiatio l

boot\‘\ ! ramafer  which accounts for 66% of the :

|

Expect Better Performance from Armor® Windows

1 When you order 8 windows or more
BONUS % PRICE PATIO DOORS 'Giemm e
W PARTICIPANT cour>o upo od ing

Barrie Showroom

Newmarket Showroom

et www.northerncomfortwindows.com  ri
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ARENA #2
EXIT $
L[ s /9
73A 73B 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 / 82
approx. 10
8'aisle
FEATURE AREA
106 107 | 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 | 115
116 [ 117 | 118 119 | 120 | 121 | 122 | 123 | 124 | 125 84
: 8aisle 85
Loading
Dock 126 | 127 | 128 129 | 130 | 131 | 132 133 134 | 135 | 136 | 137 | 138 | 139 | 140 36
105
141 | 142 | 143 | 144 | 145 | 146 | 147 | 148 149 | 150 | 151 | 152 153 [ 154 | 155
*
104 \= 8'aisle
.\ appfox. 13 approx 13
103 102 101 100 99 98 97 96 95 94 93 92 91 90 89
151
15’
EXIT EXIT
Booth # Company Name Booth # Company Name
68 1-888-Pic-A-Mix Z1 fraktals chocolates
51 A Woman's Touch Painting 134 Freshwave Chiropractic
79 A1 Granite Countertops 147 Garage Pro Flooring
73B Acorn to Oak 137 Georgina Paintball
23 Advanced Tree Care 144 Glenway Country Club
121 Agincourt Travel Services Z Glidden Plumbing and Renovations Inc.
T Akko Design 35 Gliding Shelf Solutions
19 Allstate Insurance Company of Canada 24 & 25 Granite Direct Inc.
106 AMPAC Paving and Concrete Ltd. 41 Green City Flooring
B2 Aurora Farmers Market & Artisan Fair W Green River Coffee
39 & 48 Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre B Griffin Gymnastics
148 Aurora Overhead Door Inc. 153 H.L.R. General Contracting
Z3 babybaskits.com 111 Hartley Custom Construction Inc.
22 Barron's Warehouse 73A Harvest Treasures Inc.
10 & 11 Bath Solutions 59 Hickory Dickory Decks
71 Bayview Wellington Veterinary Clinic 13, 14, 15 Highland Chevrolet Cadillac Ltd.
C Bee By The Sea Natural Products 113 Hospice King Aurora and Doane House Hospice
85 & 86 Best Climate Heating & Cooling Inc. D2 | Catching Designs
P Beverley Varcoe Royal LePage Your Community Realty, Brokerage 127 i Consign
8 Bloomington Medical and Rehabilitation Centre 66 ICI Paints
91 Capstone ICS Inc. [ I'll Get It For You
114 Cardinal Home Inspections 63 Innovative Chiropractic Centre
45 Cellworks - A Rogers Authorized Dealer R Innovative Ideas
16 Century 21 Heritage Group - Michele Denniston U Inspiring Tutors Inc.
57 & 58 CIBC 88 Investors Group
27 & 28 Classic Curbs 78 Invis
9 Classic Touch Upholstery Feature Area |Jack's Landscaping
Z6 College Pro Painters 120 Jones Pools
H Cooper's CSA Farm & Maze 100 Kwik Kerb Creations
K Costco Wholesale 143 Kyle Peterson, Liberal Candidate, Newmarket-Aurora
149 & 150 Cougar Iron Fence 82 &83 L.H. Lind Realty Inc.
Countryside Gazebos Canada 4 LED Lite Solutions Inc.
72 Curves 107, 108, 117, 11§Lifestyle Windows & Doors
N Cutco Cutlery 116 Lifestyles Home Creations
93 & 94 D & D Landscaping 109 Lighthouse Chiropractic Centre
110 Darlinghurst Contstruction Ltd. 125 Lois Brown M.P. Newmarket-Aurora
105 Distinct Interiors Inc. 152 M & M Meat Shops
\% Dreamworks Tree Services 145 & 146 Mac Fleming Paint and Wallpaper
o] DrylCE Training Centre 33 Magic Wonder Candles
96 EcoWater Aurora D Marlin Travel - Aurora & Bradford
69 Edward Jones 12 Marquee Theatrical Productions
70 First Choice Overhead Doors Z7 Mary Kay Cosmetics
112 Fitness Clubs of Canada 102 Mary Rourke - Dundee Securities
J Forever Living Products 29 Mason Place
138 Four Seasons Geothermal 30 & 31 Mastercut Property Services
36 FourSeasons Home Products 92 Molly Maid
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ARENA #1 h Children = EEJ
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N 15’ 15’
20
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g8 F G H I J
15
12/ w| 46 | 47| 48| 49| s0 | 51| 52| 53| 54 Table Top Market Booths = 8'x 5" 33
To Arena #2 - K L M | N ) =
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15’
16 100 55| 56| 57| 58| 59| 60| 61| 62| 63 34
* 10 ul Vv W1 X Y
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15 g ot 35
20° kpprox 13 8'aisle approx 13/
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14 13 |12 | 11 10 | 9 8 |93 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 36
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EXIT
Booth # Company Name Booth # Company Name
141 & 142 MWD Planning Centre Z2 The Waxing Strip
84 Neighbourhood Network 49 & 50 Timber Wolf Design/Build Inc.
61 Nelson Billiards 34 Timberlane Athletic Club
130 & 131 Newmarket Glass & Mirror 54 TMC Restoration
90 Newmarket Optical 115 Tom Beck Insurance & Investments
139,140,154&155|Northern Comfort Windows & Doors Ltd. 60 Toronto Star Newspapers
Z5 Northern Marketing 62 Total Living Concepts
Northsheds Inc. 74,75,76,77 |Town of Aurora
42 & 43 One Five 97 & 98 Treeline Cabinetry
40 Outdoor Lighting Perspectives 133 T-Zone Health
67 Owens Corning Basement Finishing Systems of Southern Ontario 123 U Weight Loss
Zamboni Ramp [Pathways to Perennials 52 VivaNext (Your Region Rapid Transit Corporation)
53 UR Universal Roofing Z4 Water Depot Aurora
99 PowerStream Inc. 95 Whitchurch Riding Academy Inc.
129 Re/Max York Group 17 & 18 White EIm Contracting Ltd.
32 Rent Source Tools etc. Mini Bins 151 Window Fashions By Design
S Robert Brown Photography 8,46,47, 55, 56, 64YardWorks 4 Life Inc.
122 Robinson's Karate Schools 132 York Professional Care & Education
2&3 Rock Solid Interlocking & Landscaping 126 Zander Sod Co. Limited
124 Rogers Cable
135 & 136 RONA Home & Garden
5 Rose-A-Lane Gifts
Y Rotary Club of Aurora
128 Sandgate Construction Inc.
M Serve In Style
C2 Silpada - Independent Rep. Tracee Bowman
33 Simply British Foods
1 Sink or Swim Tattoo Studio
87 Snider Homes
119 Sony Style #421
L Spar-Clean
44 Spine n Sole Haven Inc.
26 St. John Ambulance VAN NOSTRAN D
X Staite's Honey Enterprise & PARTNERS
20 & 21 Staples Business Depot
G Still Waters Kitchen & Bath Showroom CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS
6&7 Summers & Smith
A2 Swim To Go (
E Sylvan Learning
80 & 81 T.H. Oliver
89 The Aurora Banner CREDIT U NlON
103 & 104 The Backyard Pool & Spa Co. Ltd./ Emerald Green Property Sevices
Q The Cheeky Monkey Cookie Company pa cecu.conm
F The Mobile Bike Shop Ltd.
A The Pampered Chef, Lynn Ingles Independent Consultant = ’
101 The Royal Wood Shop )
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Benjamin Moore =)} H[GHLAND

\ P <
for 58 years.

C dS h
Meomesnowm | CAROF THE YEAR

THE 2011

BOOth # 145-146 . CHEVROLET CRUZE

Great Draws & Giveaways

Professional Advice

from

Benjamin Moore Paint & Stain Experts
and Certified Interior Decorators

\eedqa Priotessional Pamnter —
lecan nelp!

=

15216 Yonge Street « 905.727.8161 ‘ Available at
(PARKING & ADDITIONAL ENTRANCE BEHIND BUILDING) Jises

Lois BROWN
Delivering Results for Aurora

MY RECORD: MY PRIORITIES:

Aurora Go Bridge $1,400,000 for its replacement Focus on jobs and growth ” __
Aurora Community Centre  $134,062 for rehabilitation Support FOR BUSINESS with strategic job-creating investments

Hold the li t
Aurora Parks & Trails $357,225 for expansion and upgrades E:hanc: t':: V(\)IZrI?- );?lsaring program

Aurora Municipal Buildings  $246,800 for energy-saving retrofits Extend the Targetted Initiative for Older Workers
Aurora Cultural Centre $750,000 for redesign of Church St. School Enhance the Canada Student Loans Program
Historic Sheppard House ~ $127,500 for improvements Extend the ecoENERGY Retrofit-Homes program

Eliminate the deficit by controlli ding and cutting waste
Wastewater Infrastructure  $1,580,000 for upgrades and overhauls To"; anatl(:e Giareanctleezl, f::‘o:e ;':l%;‘;::‘el:fparog::ml g

Aurora Gas Tax Funds $2,500,000 (2 yrs) for municipal infrastructure  Provide more support for seniors and caregivers
Aurora Seniors Centre $4,720 for new equipment
Aurora Businesses $1,378,250 for job creation

P30 Yonge St., Aurora
t south of Wellington
Tel: 905-726-3555
info@votel oisbrown.ca
Authorized by the Official Agent for Lois Brown votel oisbrown.ca




At Aurora

We have tlhe sellection you need
*Visitus at the HOME SHQOW

o orex SHOW SPEGIALS

Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Other great Home Show Specials include:
P450 Stainless Steel Barbecue

@ @@w $199 Proudly made in CANADA

5 [Foot Vinyl Sliding Patio Door

@Mwsgagmmwm.

Coupons for Lawn Fertilizer

Dl FREE Leaf Bags

Please visit us in Booth #'s 39 & 48 in Arena 1 at the Aurora Home Show
for many home improvement products and ideas

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre
289 Wellington Street East
Aurora L4G 6H6

905-727-4751
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[l Giiding Shelf Solutions Inc.

Convert your
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The CIBC Bayview & Wellington
Banking Centre
is pleased to be part of the

Aurora Home Show
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For your financial needs, visit us at:
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660 Wellington Street E., Aurora
905 726-1723
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"CIBC For what matters.” is a TM of CIBC.
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Lois Brown, the incumbent Member of Parliament for the riding of
Newmarket-Aurora, opened her election office in Aurora recently. The office is
in the former location of Thompson’s Furniture on Yonge Street, south of
Wellington. Above, the Progressive Conservative candidate for the May 2
election sorts through signs which have been erected throughout the riding.

The

This will be the fourth local
campaign  for  incumbent
Conservative candidate Lois
Brown if one counts her 2004
challenge against Belinda
Stronach for the local riding nom-
ination, but this is her first time
pounding the pavement for re-
election.

Although Ms. Brown said in
her interview with The Auroran on
Thursday that she has "never
stopped knocking on doors" she
conceded that while the "flavour”
of each campaign is different, the
issues greeting her at the door
remain very similar.

"| think it has been an unusu-
al two years because of what we
have been through globally," said
Ms. Brown, reflecting on her two
years as Member of Parliament.
"I was elected just as we were
starting into this economic reces-
sion so there were a number of
decisions that had to be made
quickly in order to ensure that we
stayed stable, that people stayed
working, that our economy
stayed strong.

"It's probably been a slightly
different two-and-a-half years
than most newcomers would
have experienced, but | am
proud to say that our government
has stayed the course on the
decisions that we made."

Consistent issues heard at
the door include the economy
and job creation, she said, noting
she spoke to a young woman the
previous evening who told her
she lost her job and was still look-
ing for work.

"Even though we have creat-
ed 460,000 new jobs since the
recession hit, we still know there
are too many people not working.
We need to stay focused on
creating jobs, being sure the
economy is strong."

According to Ms. Brown, the
best way to achieve this is to
ensure Canada's economic
climate is one conducive to
growth and that, she said,
includes reducing corporate tax
rates.

"We know that gives corpora-
tions room to grow more jobs,
more jobs means more people
that become taxpayers who are
sharing the load of all services
that Canadians want and
expect,” she said. "We need to
continue to lower those corporate
tax rates and our government
has been consistent at that.
These corporate tax cuts are not

riding boasts a full

slate of

candidates

for the election.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Local Conservative candidate
has never stopped door knocking

something that is new in this
2011 budget."

When asked how a vote for
the Conservative party would
affect the bottom line of voters,

Ms. Brown cited the
Conservative economic action
plan.

Although the funds finished
on March 21, 28,000 projects
across Canada "have kept
people working these past two
years", she said.

"This new budget, which is
the next phase of our economic
action plan, builds on all those
initiatives, so we are putting in a
lot of those initiatives that are for
families.”

Additional initiatives for fami-
lies include extending tax credits
for children, and for those in arts
and music programs.

"Not all children are going to
be actively interested in sports,
but they are very musically
inclined," she said. "As a musi-
cian myself, | know that parents
spend inordinate amounts of
money on educating their chil-
dren for the arts, which is very
necessary in our society. The
Prime Minister has extended
that credit as well.

"Any way that we are giving
money back to families, we are

doing that because we believe
that money in the hands of fami-
lies is better spent in the econo-
my than money in the hands of
the government.”

Seniors would also benefit
under the Conservative party's
plan, according to Ms. Brown,
including those who are depend-
ent on the Old Age Supplement,
as well as the New Horizons pro-
gram for seniors, which directs
funds to seniors’ centres and
similar programs.

"I am pleased to say that the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre was the
recipient of close to $5,000 and
they used that over there for pur-
chasing more computers and
they purchased new equipment
for their workshop. They are
using it for productive means
both in a teaching capacity for
seniors to have access to IT
instruction and for the workshop
where many of them are produc-
ing products that they are able to
sell.

"The Government of Canada
has been very active in contribut-
ing those funds because we
believe that helps create a
healthy community.”

In addition to programs for
seniors, Ms. Brown said the

Please see page 18
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Federal Liberal Candidate Kyle Peterson, pictured after speaking to The
Auroran at his campaign office last Tuesday. Mr. Peterson’s campaign office,
located on the southeast corner of Davis Drive and Yonge Street in
Newmarket, officially opened the previous Saturday and the event doubled as
his official campaign kickoff. It was followed by a canvas blitz throughout the
riding. The event attracted numerous residents of both Aurora and

Newmarket.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Liberal candidate having
fun talking to riding voters

Electing Kyle Peterson to
Ottawa would ensure families
and the community at large are
"well served" by the Federal
Government, said the candidate
in a sit-down interview with The
Auroran last week.

In the discussion about the
election both locally and nation-
ally, and of policy in particular,
Mr. Peterson said that as he has
pounded the pavement talking
to voters and knocking on doors,
an emerging theme coming up
was that families are feeling a
"sense of struggle”.

With prices going up and
uncertainty on the rise, Mr.
Peterson said he has found that
"little things would make a big
difference” right now for strug-
gling families in Newmarket-
Aurora.

“I'm getting that a lot," he
said. "People are always worried
about education, especially fam-
ilies with children that are either
in university or about to go onto
university, it is expensive, and
the Canada Learning Passport
has resonated a lot with those
voters."

Expanding on the Liberal
platform plank which could see
$4,000 being invested in individ-
ual university students into

RESPs over four years, Mr.
Peterson said that health care is
another issue that keeps crop-
ping up especially considering
Canada'’s aging population.

"Our seniors are concerned
about their health care, so when
they hear about being able to
take time off work and still quali-
fy for benefits to be able to take
care of a sick loved one, that is
also something that resonates
with a lot of voters because peo-
ple are living this every day.

"It is not something abstract
or some concept, these are peo-
ple who are struggling every day
who would love this break, just
this litle help to make their lives
that much easier."

Seniors and families will also
be helped with an increase to
the  Guaranteed Income
Supplement with $700 million
being put into the system (“more
than twice as much as the
Conservatives are offering”, Mr.
Peterson noted), expanding
childcare and daycare programs
("That is great for someone like
me - | have a young child at
home and another on the way;
finding day care is difficult in this
community”) and ramping up
the dialogue between the
Federal government and munic-

ipalities in helping to eradicate
poverty.

"I don't think the Federal
Government sees itself as hav-
ing a role at all in this, which is
wrong," he said, "and a Liberal
government would shift funda-
mentally from that mindset.”

While the Conservative party
argues that Canadians want a
"steady hand" for the economy
and underscore their policies in
that regard, Mr. Peterson rejects
that argument.

"I want a steady hand, too,
we haven't had one in five
years," he said, citing last sum-
mer's "boondoggle" of a G20
Summit. "[Stephen Harper] has
had five years to prove he is a
steady hand. He isnt."

An economic platform Mr.
Peterson said will have a partic-
ularly positive impact in the rid-
ing is the party's Global
Incentives.

Pointing out the growing
markets in China and India,
such measures would restore
Canada'’s position on the world
stage.

"Canada needs to be a glob-
al player on the world stage
again, and it is not just because
it is the right thing to do, but also

Please see page 18

OYWVIAY*

DON’'T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES - JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Celebrating our 41st year of business in Aurora. WWW.omarsshoes.com

SHOES
EST. 1970

$

905-727-9391

14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre




18 - THE AURORAN, Week of April 12, 2011

Counclil reduces Library request for more money

While councillors reduced
the Aurora Public Library's
budget requisition by $30,500
last week, the Library had pre-
viously requested a 7.9 per
cent funding increase from this
year's municipal  budget
amounting to $2,983,861, a
boost of $220,360 from 2010
numbers, according to Library
CAO Louise Procter-Maio.

Ms. Procter-Maio made her
initial pitch  for increased
funding at a budget meeting
last month, where she
underscored the increased
Library use over the past five
years, with "double digit activity
rate increases’”.

"I looked at the population
growth rate and | understand
over 2010 the population has
increased by 2.6 per cent and

as the Director of Finance has
noted, our assessment growth
rate has also increased by 2.6
per cent," she said. "The vol-
ume of activity in the Library is
greatly surpassing both the
population growth rate and the
assessment growth rate.”

The development of the
Library's 2011 budget was
based on three principles, she
said.

The first was to review the
budget to "ensure validity and
value", to maintain existing
service levels for an increased
population, to "maintain capac-
ity to implement the library
strategic directions”, and to
invest in the Library's general
capital reserve, which is funded
through an annual contribution
from their operating budget.

| ois Brown

From page 17
Conservative platform also pro-
vides for families, including
income splitting for young fami-
lies, building upon measures in
place for seniors, by 2015 and
small businesses. Small and
medium sized businesses are
the "backbone" of the economy;,
she said, that employ 80 per
cent of employed Canadians.
Hiring credits by the conserva-
tives will allow these businesses
to take on employees, particular-
ly in IT and extending "the capi-
tal cost allowance for write-offs
of new equipment.

"If you just look around here,
we are sitting on Yonge Street,
you can see how many people
in our own community are peo-
ple that are employed by their
own small business," she said.
"We need to give them the
opportunity to be able to grow."

In the interview Ms. Brown
took issue with several Liberal
policies, including the Canada
Learning Passport.

"What the Liberal leader has
said is that he is going to cancel
any of the other credits so it
actually turns out to be $400 that
he would be giving a student,"
she claimed. "If you look at the
credits that we have putin place,
our system far outweighs the
benefits that they would see
from the cancellation of these
credits going forward."

The Liberal Platform indi-
cates it will end the "modest’
textbook and education tax
credits in lieu of the Canada
Learning Passport, while the
Tuition Tax Credit, Canada
Student Loans program and

'.'3 ]

Fabulous Lighting with
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom
o a

CLEAR OUTS ON SALE

Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10am - 5pm
www.thefanman.ca

Canada Student Grant
Program.

In regards to the long gun
registry, an issue which seems
to crop up in every Federal elec-
tion, Ms. Brown said she
believes it has been "ineffective”
and wasteful.

"It is not the guns that are the
problem, it is the people who are
the problem," she said. "They
are the ones that commit the
crimes. We have Julian Fantino
who was Chief of Police for three
different police forces and he
has run for our government and
he supports our position on this."

When asked where to find
the balance, however, consider-
ing Mr. Fantino's former counter-
parts, including former Police
Chief Armand La Barge have
been fulsome in their support for
the registry, Ms. Brown replied,
"Well, we don't believe it has
been money well spent.

"It was money the Liberals
promised was going to be $2
million. We are now over a billion
dollars and it hasn't saved one
life."

In her time as Member of
Parliament, Ms. Brown said it
has been a privilege to be
in Ottawa.

"I do believe the people have
been pleased with the work that
I have done for them in the past
two and a half years," she said.
"They do believe | have been a
strong voice for Newmarket-
Aurora in Ottawa and that we
have been able to see the
accomplishment of quite a num-
ber of projects in this area
because of my advocacy to our
Federal government.”

905-841-2832

220 Industrial Pkwy. S

Of the increase from 2010
numbers, $175,579 was to go
towards personnel and com-
pensation, and the budget
takes into account the creation
for a new position in adminis-
trative services.

When asked by Councillor
Evelyn Buck how a freeze to all
new hires - as proposed by a
delegate to Council earlier in
the evening - would impact
Library services, Ms. Procter-

Maio said a "number of drivers"
are pushing for the position
including legislative require-
ments.

"In order to deliver services
effectively we need this one
position," she said.

The "important value added
service" the Aurora Public
Library brings to the communi-
ty "should be evident", Ms.
Procter-Maio said.

Many people choose com-

Kyle Peterson

From page 17
because it is good for business
for Canadians," he said. "If we
can tap into these markets with
the help of the Federal govern-
ment we would be silly not to."

For Mr. Peterson, a key issue
in this election will be one of gov-
ernance - particularly open and
transparent government.

If he was one of the people
that voted for the Conservative
government based on "their
openness and transparency
platiorm” he said he would be
"completely livid right now and
rightfully so."

"This is the least open and
least transparent government
that we have ever seen," he said.

Mr. Peterson said the Liberal
government will be much more
open, including making access
to information requests available
online in searchable databases
for people to see ('rather than
hidden by some Chief of Staff
who doesnt want his boss' role
in some decision to be made
public"), and holding a "people's
guestion period"  where
Canadians can email questions
to government answers and get
real-time answers.

"It is things like this that make
governments more accessible,”
he said. "I think Canadians
deserve that. | think it is time we
did that. There are so many new
technological advancements to
make it possible. The Liberal
Party is also considering Internet
voting in the next election, so |
that | think is something brand
new and | can assure you will
drive up participation, especially
in the younger demographic."

Part of his commitment to
being open and transparent is
looking at new ways to engage
the community.

"There are so many methods
online now that just aren't being
engaged by any politician really,
so | want to make sure that every
person in Newmarket-Aurora

who wants to get in touch with
their Member of Parliament has
the opportunity to do so at their
convenience and by whatever
means they choose to use," he
said.

Some of these initiatives
include "telephone town halls”, a
method which he plans on
employing during the ongoing
campaign, as well as using
Facebook and Twitter.

"I think these are great
means in starting a dialogue with
the residents and voters and
hearing what is on their mind."

That being said, while there
are ways of increasing engage-
ment, going door-to-door, Mr.
Peterson has found that people
are indeed already engaged in
this election.

"I think a lot of people are
starting to think and realize that
the choices they make affect
their lives and all the parties
arent the same," he said. "This
election is clearly about two dis-
tinct options and the more peo-
ple | talk to, the more people are
coming to that realization. | think
engagement is quite higher than
it was early going in the last cou-
ple of elections.”

As a veteran campaign man-
ager of the last several Liberal
campaigns locally, Mr. Peterson
is an old hand at engaging vol-
unteers. But now as the face of
the campaign it is a different
experience for him this time
around.

"I get to speak to thousands
of voters as opposed to hun-
dreds of volunteers," he said.
"I'm out there talking to the voters
every day and it is quite invigor-
ating. It's great to hear people
from all different perspectives
and points of view, but just being
the sort of face of the campaign
as opposed to maybe the brains
of itis a role | enjoy. | am having
a lot of fun talking to people both
in Newmarket and Aurora about
what is on their minds."

Took Driver Training

and still can’t drive?
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May 7 - 2 weekends
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©
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munities to live in by the ameni-
ties it offers, and the Library is
"an important asset" they con-
sider," she said.

“[The Library] offers signifi-
cant community value," said
Ms. Procter-Maio. "On average,
100 people visit the Library
every open hour. The annual
operating costs for Library
service per person is about
$51. The annual operating
costs for Library service per

use is approximately $1.56 and
the annual library uses per per-
son is almost 33 uses per per-
son in our community on an
annual basis and | find that
number quite staggering.

"I would suggest that every
dollar invested in the library is
invested in every single resi-
dent. We cross all divides both
socially and economically and
assist our community in this
development.”
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A proposed Youth Centre for
Aurora took one step closer to
becoming a reality last week
after council, despite some
opposition  from members,
approved $50,000 in funds for
an architectural study to bring
the plans forward.

If the recommendations
coming out of last week's gener-
al committee are passed at
council unchanged this week,
the terms of reference for an
architectural consultant study will
be brought back to general com-
mittee for review and approval
prior to issuing the request for
proposal.

The resolution came after a
lengthy discussion where coun-
cillors approved the recommen-
dations contained in the youth
needs analysis.

While most were comfort-
able in moving the recommen-
dations forward, some, including
Councillor Wendy Gaertner,
pushed for the recommenda-
tions to be referred to an ad hoc
committee for further discussion.

The items contained in the
report involved "a lot of money,”
and the Town would benefit from
further discussion, she argued.
She also said it would provide
council with an opportunity for
further engagement.

"I am wondering what per-
centage of that youth population
we were able to get in touch with
just because it was summer,"
said Councillor Gaertner,
regarding the methodology used
in preparing the study.

Al Downey, Director of
Leisure Services, said as much

Batt

that has been given by Ms.
Brown since her election in
October 2008, winning over
Liberal candidate and former
Aurora Mayor Tim Jones, Mrs.
Brown said in her time in
Ottawa she has done little but
repeat the opinions of Prime
Minister Stephen Harper. Citing
her voting record, Ms. Brown
said she has not once voted
against the Prime Minister
despite some of these votes
being on issues "that weren't
necessarily popular in
Newmarket-Aurora."

"[She did so because] either
() she was told to or (b) she
thought she was supposed to,"
she said. "The long gun registry
is a prime example."

When asked by The
Auroran on Thursday how she
would respond to Mr.
Peterson's arguments, Ms.
Brown said the initiatives of the
Conservative government have
been "extraordinary" in today's
economic climate; hence her
vote.

"I have voted in favour of
those because | think they are
good measures for our country,
good measures for our commu-
nity [and] good measures for
the residents of Newmarket-
Aurora," she said.

Upon being asked to point
to an example of where she has
diverged, she cited an idea she
had when facing off against
Belinda Stronach as
Conservative candidate for
Newmarket-Aurora in 2004 in
pitching tax credits for adults for
sports fitness, something they
have since run with it.

"I am very pleased that the
Prime Minister has picked up
on my idea."

The idea of a coalition gov-

information was gathered from
the community as possible for
the report, including telephone
and online surveys, and polling
youth already registered in Town
programs.

"I am not in favour of spend-
ing any money until we have
looked at this information that
staff and the consultant have
presented us and decide what it
is in this study that we want to
use because it is a very political
decision,” said Councillor
Gaertner. "l would also like to
look at the 12-18 year old age
group. | am not convinced this is
the right age group. Those kinds
of things need to be looked into."

An ad hoc committee recom-
mendation found support from
Councillor Michael Thompson
who said he wanted more infor-
mation on operational and staff
costs such a centre would entail.

"I would certainly like to see
more information come from Mr.
Downey or that ad hoc commit-
tee with regards to what are we
committing to, not just the con-
struction or design of this youth
centre, but on an ongoing basis
in terms of operating costs, and
staffing," he said.

From Councillor Evelyn
Buck's perspective, however, a
pilot project was the way to go.

"Rent an empty unit on
Yonge Street - there are plenty of
them - let's see what we can get
one of those stores for," she
said. "It would be pretty conven-
ient for those kids coming home
from high school. | would be in
favour of spending that money
for a six-month pilot project to

ernment formed by opposition
parties has been lobbed
around heavily in this election
thus far, with the Conservative
Party framing it as something
the electorate should be con-
cerned about, while the Liberal
party denies it is a possibility.

When asked if she person-
ally felt this was indeed a possi-
bility, Ms. Brown said Canada
was in an election right now due
to "the coalition in action”.

"We are in an election
because the coalition acted
together," said Ms. Brown,
before going on to address the
fact she is campaigning as an
incumbent Member of
Parliament from one that has
been found in contempt of the
very institution.

"There were more people
on the other side of the table. It
was a committee that was
made up of six opposition
members against five votes for
the Conservatives," she said. "It
was a foregone conclusion.”

When asked how she would
address the inevitable argu-
ments that Stephen Harper had
approached opposition parties
for something similar as Leader
of the Opposition, Ms. Brown
said the discussion was about
working together "on an issue
by issue basis”.

For Mr. Peterson's part, any
ideas of a Coalition are dead in
the water.

"There is not going to be a
coalition," he said. "I will not be
a part of a coalition government
and | am certainly supportive of
Michael Ignatieff who has clear-
ly said time and again, 'No
coalition' and | agree with that
position.”

With the Conservative Party
releasing their platform Friday,

rent an empty store on Yonge
Street. Let's see how kids
respond.”

Councillor Gaertner agreed
that a pilot project, or at least
varying the services, might be
better for Aurora’s youth.

"Councillor Ballard and | had
a long discussion and maybe
what we need are satellite cen-
tres," she said. "Maybe to make
it completely accessible we
need to have facilities throughout
the Town. If we build it and they
wont come, we're all going to
look pretty stupid.”

Mr. Downey, however, said
the best option would be to
move forward with the architec-
tural study for a possible youth
centre in advance of a meeting
in June when this and several
other big ticket items are slated
to be discussed.

"I think that those projects are
better understood and dis-
cussed when we have at least
some options before council
because we all close our eyes
and try to picture a youth centre
we're all going to have different
ideas so | think we need to focus
a litle more on going forward,"
he said.

This found agreement from
other councillors, including John
Abel, Sandra Humfryes and
Paul Pirri.

For Councillor Pirri, an ad
hoc committee ran the danger of
muddying the waters for staff to
go about their jobs, something
he said he was "vehemently
against" during his council cam-
paign.

"I think that staff have a good

le of personalities?

now both they and the Liberals
have their policy planks in place
as they continue the rounds
knocking on doors, attending
events, and addressing con-
stituents concerns.

While they may be prepared
and camera ready, however,
there is still the lingering issue of
leadership with people on either
side of the debate - and even
those sitting on the fence - to
whom Mr. Harper and Mr.
Ignatieff are seen as having
less than sparkling personali-
ties.

"I think Mr. Ignatieff is a great
leader," said Mr. Peterson. "I
think his platform shows what
his priorities are and | think he
has proven in the last 10
days...just how charismatic he
is and how strong a leader he
really is, and the fact he cares
about Canadian families res-
onates even more."

During the last Federal cam-
paign, Ms. Brown remarked
during the candidates debate in
Newmarket that with a couple
of years of Conservative gov-
ernment behind them, people
had found Stephen Harper to
be a "compassionate leader”.

Any audience applause at
the time were drowned out by
amplified chuckles. When
asked if perceptions have
changed locally since then, the
pianists answer was not sur-
prising.

"I guess a few Beatles tunes
have helped change the per-
ception of the Prime Minister a
little bit," said Ms. Brown. " think
most importantly it is what
we've accomplished as a gov-
ernment. | do believe the Prime
Minister has shown a softer
side through his interaction with
his music and actually he is

grasp of what they would like to
do," he said. "l think there are
excellent  opportunities  for
Council to give their input on this
situation. | think there are excel-
lent opportunities for staff to
invite the public and get their
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Youth Centre may become a reality

input on the situation and for
those two reasons | don't think
we will be shut out."

Councillor Abel, on the other
hand, indicated that, for him, the
word "ad hoc" was synonymous
for "delay” and going that route

could cause undue setbacks for
council and staff.

"If we don' start moving, we
may miss opportunities to gain
partners, to secure lands, to
opportunities that may present
themselves," he said.

28R Used Books

95 Edward St., Aurora ¢ 905-727-3300

STORE CLOSING SALE

We are closing our doors at this location. We’d rather sell it than pack it.

Binchy, D

New Specials Each Week
s weck. PADRINACK

ROMances

elinsky, Michaels, Roberts, Steel + many more

o0s

lowest marked price

ALL Hardcovers

1 ealRoyals, Special Interest,

Best selling fiction
Canadian Authors
Gardening, How-to

Cookbooks

Biographies
and more...

Trade Paperbacks

50i

the lowest marked price.

Sale on until the end of May or while quantities last.

Open Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m,, Sunday Noon - 4 p.m,

Rotary Club of Aurora

res0' The 5th Annual

Great prizes!!

‘Available at:

@@@mﬁ Sunday, April 17th
FRO-.

Race startsat 3 Jp-m.
Comeout and hom he fun!!

Support Rotaryf g_mmunity
and International Projects

Tickets: S5 gach

from the
Tannery Creek Bridge
in Machell Park
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with
Alison

Collins-Mrakas

WEEKLY
SHOW

Alison Collins-Mrakas, former Aurora Councillor,
hosts Our Town covering:
+This week in Aurora » Council Watch
Mail Bag  This week’s topic

“COUNCIL WATCH”
Wednesdays 7 p.m.

Go to: www.theauroran.com home page.
Click on the big video screen toward the left side
of the page. The video will begin.

If you have any questions, suggestions, or would
like to address a topic please email Alison at
alison@theauroran.com

[Fuam
664
Now Playing

« JOB FAIR

« Girls Hockey Highlights

« 3rd Aurora Scouting Group
Annual Pancake Supper

Auroran videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

PRINT OUT ONLINE COUPONS

COUPONS

Esthetic Services by Hilda

> Aftera long winter, treat your dry and flakey skin to a
rejunivating facial with PEVONIA Botanica Organic
Skin Care.
$10 coupon valid for all skin care treatments.

Hilda 905-727-8571 S AU

» Get ready for spring with a full leg and bikini wax towards
combo waxing treatment 5.08 coupon

Hilda 905-727-8571
Print out your coupon online at www.theauroran.com

Click on Marketplace

-select Salons and Spas

We have tons of events in and around Aurora on our

EVENT CALENDAR

at www, theauroran.com
Come out and enjoy. Most events are FREE!

Search for businesses in our Marketplace.
Go go www.theauroran.com then click on the
Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page.

Bringing the business community to you!

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Special rates: non-commercial word ads: $20.00 (+g.stt.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.st.) two weeks minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).
Got something to sell or advertise? Give usa call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.
The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week. More than 79,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month!

NORDHEIMER
UPRIGHT cabinet
grand piano, with origi-
nal stool. $580. Please
call Bob 905-713-5002.

OFFICE SPACE 3 pri-
vate offices approx. 150
sq. ft. ea. Can be
rented separately or as
one unit. Klngoe
@HSFinancial.ca or
905-727-4605.

NON-COMPETITIVE
and COMPETITIVE
SWIMMING: Children to
adults. Aurora Selkies and
Masters Swim Clubs.
Register now for the
2011/12 season. www.
swimgym.ca 905-841-
3450.

|
JOIN US FOR YOGA THAT'S
PERFECT FOR YOU!
Experience gentle, relaxed
yoga that invites deeper
body/mind connection.  Next
session starts May 4th, 7:30
pm at the Aurora Children's
Centre. Call Kathie @ 877-
778-8795 or email
kathiecaple@hotmail.com.

|
CONDO FOR RENT Ft. Myers
Beach Florida. 2 bedroom, two

bath, fully equiped. Rent one
week, second week half price.
www.captainsbay.com  416-
720-1755.

COUNSELLING

Laura Kemp-Romas
MA Counselling Psych.

Mental Health Practitioner & Psychotherapist|
Providing mental health services,
counselling, and psychotherapy for
adolescents, adults, couples, and families
Please call 647-217-6806
www.therapy-counselling.com

Maid

to Shine

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING
with a personal touch
o Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
¢ Customized Services

¢ Same Professional
and Reliable Staff
¢ Insured & Bonded

Call for an in-home
consultation

905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

SPIRITUALIST
PSYCHIC
CONSULTANT

Questions of faith
and guided
prayer work,
love, money,

marriage,
infidelity.
All questions of life, 30yrs. exp.
www.shechinahstudios.com

905-505-0471

| |

Liza Doolittle

We wish to inform the public of the passing of our little dog
at the age of 22 years. We will miss her very much.
Mr. & Mrs. Pemberton, Aurora

TAX RETURN
PREPARATION Personal &
Small Business. Local pickup
& delivery. Free Estimates
Contact Keith 647-808-3331.

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

BACK TAXES - UNFILED TAX RETURNS

INATAX JAM?

CALL KAM

=i KAM SADIQ

FREE  Certified General Accountant

consultation

Specializing in T1 Individual,
Business and Corporate tax returns.

Call: 905-479-9559

25 years experience with Revenue Taxation CRA

GARBAGE

REMOVAL SERVICE

Book now

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

No Job too small.

*°773-8033

Year-Round Maintenance Company

(AURORA BASED) .
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-LImo”

Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or
downtown transpor tation.
From only $75.00!

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net
www.eco-limo.ca

You might not be able to do
everything at once, but you can

do everything in one place
- Fax Services
- Digital Printing & Copying
- Document Finishing
= Mailbox Rentals
= Courier Services
- Packaging Supplies & Services

The UPS STORE® in Aurora

14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora
905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

DANCE LESSONS

Classes start MON DAY N IGHT Classes start
March 21 March 21
through May 9 Level 1-8pm-9pm through May 9
Rumba and Social Foxtrot
Level 2-2-9pm-10pm
Cha Cha and the International Foxtrot

8 weeks Only $95 Including HST

4,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor
Location: Royal Canadian Legion #385 - 105 Ind. Pkwy North

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events
SteveMillerDance.ca
416-587-4125
Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca

GRASS CUTTING, fertilizing,
sod replacement, tree trim-
ming, gardening, yard work,

TERZO

landscaping and smaller land-
FLOOR scaping jobs. Call Roy
SAN D I NG @Alumni 289- 231-3157.
Sanding and
refinishing

hardwood floors

25 years experience
Free estimate.

416-720-9485

. S&S

PAINTING

20 yrs.
experience
Top quality
guaranteed
Handyman services available
foralyyourhousehold needs. FREE ESTIMATES

905-841-8949

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

416-520-6252

NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS

905-841-9555 <

Round Two Consignment Boutique
15228 Yonge St. - Entrance off Temperance St.
email: linda@roundtwoboutique.com

the Plumber

Joe
Repairs &

New Installations

416-568-6928

Licensed, insured 22 years exp.

Home Improvements by
HARLEQUIN HOMES

WE SPECIALIZE IN NEW HOME PROJECT MANAGEMENT
FINISHED BASEMENTS e KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS
ADDITIONS e RENOVATIONS e FENCES & DECKS
ENERGY EFFICIENCY UPGRADES

Harlequin Homes is a Registered Reno Mark m Company

Call Mike 416 771 8597

RECESSION BUSTER

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora
905-841-6969
Hollidge and Bayview

——— —
| - ST0OFF . '
ANY SERVICE 540 OR OVER |

Excludes shirt laundering.
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. |

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Q,
S5OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER |
Excludes shirt laundering.
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners I

oo

—

e ——

| 50% OFF

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS |
Excludes shirt laundering.

One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Q>

J— N =l — N
% O
| - 30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
Excludes shirt laundering.
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming o
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners |




11645 Yonge Street
Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

www.richmondhillsubaru.com

REP LEAGUE

Tyke Select - Aurora 3 -
Owen Papulkas 1G 2A, Owen
Hollett 1G 1A, Ryan Bryden 1G
1A, Jack Bray 1A. North Toronto
1.

Tyke Select A - Pickering
Red 3. Aurora 2 - Owen Hollett
1G, Anton Sopov 1G, Jacob
Hoffrogge 1A.

Tyke Select A - Aurora 3 -
Owen Papulkas 1G 1A, Owen
Hollett 1G 1A, Charles Huxley 1G,
Gage Gonsalves Ryan Catania.
Whitby 3.

Tyke Select - Aurora 3 -
Nicholas Giorgio Ryan Bryden 2G,
1A, Owen Papulkas 1G 1A.
Dorchester 2.

Tyke Select A - Whitby 6.
Aurora 1 - Charles Huxley 1G.

Atom AE -  Aurora 5.
Richmond Hill 0.

Atom AE - Georgina 5.
Aurora 1.

Atom AE - Aurora 6. Ajax
1.

Atom AE - Aurora 3.
Richmond Hill 3.

Atom AE - Aurora 1. Acton
0.

Atom AE - Georgina 2.
Aurora 0.

Minor Peewee A - Aurora 10
- Mark Kalmisto 3G 1A, Thomas
Kostoff 3G 2A, Ryan Thornhill 2G
3A, Jack O'Keefe 1G 2A, Stewart
Gable 1G, Alexander Simardone
1A, Max Goldman 1A, Colin
McGoldrick 1A, Matthew
Nitsopoulos 1A, Jordan Torres 2A.
Willowdale 0.

Minor Peewee A - Aurora 1 -
Jack O'Keefe 1G, Mark Kalmisto
1A. Vaughan Panthers 0.

Minor Peewee A - Stoufville
3. Aurora 2 - Thomas Kostoff
2G, Jordan Torres 1A, Max
Goldman 1A.

Minor Peewee A - Aurora 2 -
Thomas Kostoff 2G. Clarkson 0.

Minor Peewee A - Georgina
2. Aurora 0.

Bantam A - Aurora 2 - Liam
Beresford 2G, Liam Coll 1A.
Caledon Hawks 2.

Bantam A - Aurora 4 - Paul
Neophytou 1G 1A, Evan Jackson
1G, Liam Coll 1G, Austin Persaud
1G, Graham Robinson 2A, Erik
Balkovec 1A, Liam Beresford 1A,
Gabe Oulahen 1A. Toronto 4.

Bantam A - Cobourg 4.
Aurora 1 Liam Beresford 1G,
Austin Persaud 1A.

Bantam A - Aurora 4 - Jack
Caldwell 2G, Liam Beresford 1G
1A, Paul Neophytou 1G.
Markham 2.
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AURORA MINOR
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION Open Road BMW

87 Mulock Drive,

Results to Sunday, April 10 Newmarket

(just east of Yonge St.)
1-888-295-8714

Aurora Minor
Hockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2011/2012 REGISTRATION

In-House Registration dates:
April 20, 27 and May 4, 11, 18, 25
AMHA Office at ACC1 -- 7:00 — 9:00 pm

Please refer to our website www.auroraminorhockey.net for further information.

REGISTRATION fees for the 2011/2012 season are;

$500.00 Players born 1997 through 2005*
$535.00 Players born 1991 through 1996

$ 50.00 Late fee effective June 1 — 30, 2011
$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2011

$ 50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*Tyke players born in 2004 and 2005 must submit a copy of a birth certificate. It is recommended that 2005 players have either
taken skating lessons or completed one year of Opti Hockey.

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.
Late fees do not apply to new registrants.
Fees may be paid in 3 instalments of 1/3 each, dated April 15, 2011, June 15, 2011 and August 15, 2011.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2011.

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for AAA or any AMHA rep team.
AMHA tryouts begin April 30, 2011.

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!

Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players
registered on or before June 30, 2011.
We will not add teams in September
to accommodate late registrants.

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

)>) NEWROADS

Automotive Group’




22 - THE AURORAN, Week of April 12, 2011

Members of the Priestly Demolition team won the Monday night hockey championship with a 7-5 victo-
ry over Copper Creek. Included in the victory are, back row, left to right, Adam Tzarik, Bill Fetherston,
Julian Dalcin, Gerry Mackrell and Bill Collings. In the middle row, left to right, are Dave Maybury, Pat
Davies, Mark Sedore, Dave Dewulf, Gareth McDonald, Ryan Priestly and Jason Moring. In the front row,
sitting and laying on the ice are Phil Podstatzky and Walter Karabin. Scott Pogue is missing from the
photo due to injuries. In the consolation game Tom & Jerry’s edged FPL Aggregates 3-2.

Auroran photo by Bob Ince

New signs will be installed
near Sheppard’s equipment

Additional signs will be erect-
ed near the exercise equipment
in Sheppard's Bush in the inter-
ests of safety, after concerns
were expressed by residents at
council earlier this year.

At a presentation in
February, Aurora resident Barry
Wharton expressed his con-
cerns over the signage and
safety of the new exercise equip-
ment, which was installed in
Sheppard's Bush in 2009 to
replace existing equipment from
the early 1980s, something he
said was not necessarily desired

by residents.

"The cardiac equipment was
not welcomed by anybody but
stil  approved,” he said.
"Apparently [Aurora’s Director of
Leisure Services] Al Downey
and Brian Kemp of Lake Simcoe
were behind this decision.”

The equipment, he said, rep-
resented unsafe and dangerous
conditions and were "totally
unsupervised."

Labels and signs outlining
the safety risks using the equip-
ment are hard to see, he added.

"Two out of the nine labels

are showing presently where
you can see them, and the other
seven are on the side," he
noted. "Who reads the instruc-
tions, not even visible in most
cases, not to mention people,
kids banging into the steel exte-
rior of those posts and equip-
ment. It should be removed,
especially for safety, maybe to
an indoor facility where they
could be supervised.

"It is very dangerous.

“The soccer field location at
Sheppard's Bush s used a lot by
kids and a lot by adults, unsus-

Panthers are champs

Panthers capture gold

Lindsey O'Neill's second
period goal was all the
offence the Aurora Panthers
needed to take the gold
medal with a 1-0 win over
the Scarborough Sharks
in the Ontario Women's
Hockey Association
Provincial Championship
last weekend at York
University.

Ashleigh  Smith was
sharp in the Panther net
preserving the win. She
looked particularly good late
in the third period when the
Sharks pressed hard for the
tying marker.

“As I've told the girls all
season, offense wins
games - but defense wins
championships, said coach
Dan Coldwell.” The quarter-
finals, semi-finals and finals
were all very close and we
didn't give up a goal in any
of those three games. That
speaks to outstanding goal-
tending and defense, but
also very disciplined play
without the puck from our
forwards."

The road to the champi-
onship saw the Aurora
defeat Saugeen-Maitland 2-
1, Cambridge 5-0,

Etobicoke 3-1, Haldimand
2-0, Whitby 1-1 and
Scarborough 1-0.

So far the team has
earned tournament victories
in Clearview, St. Catharines,
Barrie, Scarborough and
the Sarnia Silver Stick.

In addition to the
Provincial Gold, they took
Silver in the Lower Lakes
Female Hockey League
Championships.

The team boasted a 61-
6-8 record going into their
final competition at the
Brampton Tournament this
weekend.

pecting, who may not read the
labels, and could be doing their
heart very much danger and,
again, it is not visible where you
can see the labels."

Councillors were in receipt of
a report addressing Mr.
Wharton's concerns at the
March 22 general committee
meeting, which was ratified by
council March 29.

The recommendations in the
report called for the fithess equip-
ment to remain in place, but with
the addition or more visible “infor-
mation to users" signs.

In his report, Mr. Downey said
there was no significant or
unique child safety risks associ-
ated with the outdoor fitness

equipment.
“In consultation with the
equipment  representatives,

[staff] is of the opinion that the
risk of injury is low," he said. "This
opinion is based on the fact there
are no records or available histo-
ry of personal injuries that were
sustained by any users of the
outdoor fitness system and each
fitness device has appropriate
labelling outlining the use instruc-
tion."

That being said, Mr. Downey
reiterated that staff believe the
existing labelling is sufficient but
nevertheless said it would be
"appropriate to supplement” the
existing signage with the Town's
standard signage used at all
playground areas.

“The purpose of this signage
would include information on
appropriate age users, that the
equipment is unsupervised and
that any use should be restricted
to users over the age of 13," he
said. "Staff will also consult with
our legal services department in
determining the final content of
these additional signs.

"As such, staff believes that
the Heart Beat Fitness Tralil
Equipment is well within the
applicable standards and that
there are no undue or increased
risks to our park users."

Swim team attends
meet in Etobicoke

The Aurora Selkies
Swim Team attended the
2011 Etobicoke
Pentathlon swim meet
Saturday afternoon at the
Etobicoke Olympium.

Thirty Selkies swim-
mers participated in the
meet and achieved many
personal best times and
Top 10 placements.

Selkies coach Yvonne
Cattrell reports that 12
participants achieved
"Top 3" place medals in
their events:

They included: Carter
Derbyshire, 9, 100m
Backstroke (9 & Under
Boys); 100m Breastroke
(9 & Under Boys); 100m
Freestyle (9 & Under
Boys), all firsts.

Wilson Derbyshire, 10,
100m Backstroke (10
Boys); 100m Breastroke
(10 Boys); 100m
Freestyle (10 Boys), all
firsts.

Myko Smid, 10. 100m
Butterfly (10 Boys), 1st;
100m Backstroke (10
Boys), 2nd, 100m
Breastroke (10 Boys),
2nd, 100m Freestyle (10
Boys), 2nd.

Evan Holtby, 9, 100m
Backstroke (9 & Under
Boys) and 100m Freestyle

(9 & Under Boys), two
2nds.

Diego Carvalho, 9,
100m Breastroke (9 &
Under Boys), 3rd.

Valentin Sasarman,
11, 100m Freestyle (11
Boys) 3rd.

Megan Sidor, 9, 100M
Breastroke (9 & Under
Girls), 1st; 100m
Backstroke (9 & Under
Girls) 100 Freestyle (9 &
Under Girls), two 2nds.

Cassidy Whitmore, 8,
100m Backstroke (9 &
Under Girls) 1st; 100m
Freestyle (9 & Under
Girls) 3rd.

Domenika Tinajero, 10,
100m Backstroke (10
Girls) 2nd; 100m
Freestyle (10 Girls) 3rd.

Emilia Tinajero, 8,
100m Breastroke (9 &
Under Girls) 2nd.

Lauren Hemburrow,
10, 100m Breastroke (10
Girls) 3rd.

Veronica Balzan, 9,
100m Breastroke (9 &
Under Girls) 3rd.

The Selkies Swim
Team will attend the 2011
Hollandia Spring
Invitational meet May 13-
15 in London, Ontario.

Twenty-six  qualified
swimmers will participate.

W lowers

by Terry

14799 Yonge St.

Aurora

Telephone: 905-726-1549

email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com
www.flowersbyterry.com

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

TL.'s BURGERS
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(Thank you for your business & referrals)

PROFESSIONAI. NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES

FREE "l,- Brazilian Waxing to $31
» Body Waxing

« Spa Manicure & Pedicure
« Nail Art Design {
« Group Specials
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jennynailsspa@gmail.com



Senior Scape

Every Friday, the sewing
group of ladies get together to
sew a variety of projects for
Aurora Seniors Association
sales and for their own projects
and in doing so also have
some laughter and fun.
Kitchen stove towels, wine bot-
tle vests are some of their proj-
ects.

Their Easter projects are
material Easter baskets and
Easter Eggs with a stuffed
chicken inside, all hand-made.
These will be going on sale
April 13th as long as quantities
last.

Members are encouraged
to participate in the fun with the
sewing group.

* k k%

Some recent refurbishing
to our Pool Room snooker
tables have shown some
excellent improvements in the
playing surfaces on the two
large snooker tables.

The pool players are very
appreciative and are a very
happy group again and are
thankful to the Board of
Directors for approving this
expenditure.

All members of the ASA
are welcome to come in and
play a game of pool.

* k k%

Tuesday Night Movies at
the Seniors centre continues to
be a very popular evening out.

Movies start at 6.30 p.m.
sharp and are shown on the
big screen in the lounge.

Refreshments and treats
are included (nominal fee
applies).

Names of some of the
movies are: April 12th The
Tourist, April 19th The King's
Speech, April 26th Little
Fockers.

* k k%

The Computer Club has
organized a Digital cameras
session by Tom Yates Tuesday,
April 26th from 10 a.m. to
noon.

Interested members should
send up to three digital photos

to, comput-
er@auroraseniors.ca by
Wednesday evening, April
20th.

We'll look and talk about as
many as we have time for.
Photos should be sent as

Aurora-based artist
has exhibit at Centre

The Aurora Cultural
Centre opened a new exhib-
it featuring the work of
Aurora-based artist Lillian
Michiko Blakey last Tuesday
and art lovers will have a
chance to get up close and
personal with the artist in a
reception and "artist walk
and talk" on Saturday, April
16.

"Lillian Michiko Blakey's
fascinating - and moving -
family story infuses this
entire exhibition," said Jane
Taylor, the Cultural Centre's
Program Coordinator.
"[During the Second World
War] people of Japanese
descent living in British
Columbia were forced by the
Canadian government to
leave their homes and pos-
sessions behind, and were
evacuated either to the inte-
rior of BC or to work on
farms in Alberta.

"Michiko Blakey's family
chose Alberta in order to
stay together; her parents
toiled in sugar beet fields for
10 exhausting years."

From Ms. Blakey's per-
spective, the exhibition, enti-
tled "Who Am I? In Search of
an Answer" is very much a
personal journey, reflecting
her "need to come to terms"
with being a Japanese
Canadian during the Second
World War.

"I needed to undertake
this search to confront and
overcome the feelings of
shame and dishonour which
all Japanese Canadians
experienced, even long after
the calamity had passed,"
said Ms. Blakey in a state-
ment.  "This  exhibition
explores identity issues of
the Sansei, third-generation
Japanese-Canadians whose
families were isolated from
their community.

"l hope that my memories
and the experiences of my
people have a universal
aspect. The suffering is not

over for any people, and we
are all called upon to follow
the hard road towards self-
hood."

Who Am 1? is spread over
the Cultural Centre's two
main-level galleries and runs
until April 30.

"The artist walk and talk
will provide a valuable
insight into Michiko Blakey's
experience growing up and
how it shaped her artistic
process,” said Ms. Taylor.
"The public is warmly invited
to attend this day; comple-
mentary refreshments will be
on hand."

Visitors to Ms. Blakey's
exhibit will also have the
opportunity to view the
works of eight-year-old local
artist Angel Antonio-Waskul.

As The Auroran reported
last week, three of Angel's
pieces will be on display
near the reception area of
the Cultural Centre to raise
money for Japanese earth-
quake relief through the
Canadian Red Cross.

"I was very excited to
have the opportunity to actu-
ally hang this young man's
work and help him raise
funds for Red Cross," said
Laura Schembri, Executive
Director of the Aurora
Cultural Centre.

"What | found quite inter-
esting [when talking to
Angel] is that her son has
always been more sort of
arts minded rather than
sports minded and this is
sort of a great place for him
to encourage and nurture his
artistic spirit. We want to give
him a leg up that way, plus
the fact that it is his initiative
to raise these funds. It is very
cool.

"What | have committed
to at this stage is to hang
Angel's work in the hallway
close to the reception area
so volunteers and staff can
talk to people about it," she
said.

attachments, recommended
size: 200dpi and 1200px on
the long side.

If time permits Tom will con-
sider at least one aspect of
taking pictures with a digital
camera.

*k k%

We would like to extend an
open invitation to all the candi-
dates running in the Federal
election in the
Newmarket/Aurora riding to a
“Meet and Greet” session at
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre.

This would be an opportu-

Sew much fun
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By CHARLES SEQUEIRA

nity for the Seniors to get a
clear understanding on related
issues.

We encourage the respec-
tive Candidate’s campaign
office to please contact our
Seniors Coordinator, Karie
Papillon at 905-727-3123.ext
3610 to schedule a day and
time that is convenient to you.

* % % %

Taping of the Royal
Wedding will be shown on our
big screen in the lounge on
Friday, April 29th starting at 11
a.m.

THE RESIDENCES OF
SPRING HILL

Seating is limited and will

be on a first come basis.
* k% k%

Our Next Friday night
dance is on April 15th not April
18th as mentioned in our last
week’s column. Hope to see
you all there!!

* k k%

On behalf of the Character
Community Foundation of York
Region, we wish to congratu-
late Charles Sequeira on
being nominated for the
Citizens of Character - Senior
Award by Steve Hinder.

This award recognizes indi-
viduals in York Region who
have demonstrated positive
character attributes in their
surroundings and/or commu-
nity.

Lucille and I will be attend-
ing the Awards Celebration at
the Richmond Hill Centre
for the Performing Arts
Wednesday, April 27.

| am very Honoured to be
nominated for this award and
thank Steve Hinder for recog-
nizing my voluntary contribu-
tions to our community.

SALEs CENTRE
2175 King Rd.

Active Lifestyle Condominium for Seniors

Join our growing community in

King City, THE RESIDENCES OF

SPRING HILL, and experience for

yourself why this new King City

address is like no other.

SV,

With work well underway,

purchasers are anxiously awaiting

the completion of their new homes

with occupancy expected in

Spring 2012.

RO

Come May, we plan on releasing

our final suite designs. If you are

interested in being on our priority

waiting list, please register today

on-line or by calling

www.residencesofspringhill.ca
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