
The names have been locked
in for the May 2 Federal Election
and joining Progressive Canadian
candidate Dorian Baxter, incum-
bent MP and Conservative
Candidate Lois Brown, Green
Party candidate Vanessa Long,
and Liberal candidate Kyle
Peterson are Kassandra Bidarian
for the New Democratic Party of
Canada, and Ray Luff for the
Christian Heritage Party.

Ms. Bidarian is a political sci-
ence and philosophy student at
the University of Toronto and
became involved with the NDP

locally since her youth.
"Kassandra believes in the

power of young people in Canada
and strives to do what she can to
re-connect with youth with the
political process," said an NDP
spokesman. "As a dedicated com-
munity activist and volunteer, she
believes all people, especially
youth, should and deserve to be
informed and heard at all levels of
government. She wants young
people to be energized and moti-
vated to become part of Canada's
political voice and landscape."

She said she believes the

Canadian government needs to
"step up by providing and re-defin-
ing services" that suit the needs of
the people, not the Government,
"especially as Canadians work
through and recover from financial
hardship."

In next week's issue, The
Auroran will commence a series
of sit-down interviews with the
candidates who will be knocking
on your door in the next few
weeks and will keep you up to
date on local campaign events
and debates as they are 
scheduled.
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Aurora Lions Club president Fred Bullen can’t get the smile off his face after being served a
plate of pancakes by Aurora’s Kaitlyn Dupuis, left and Laura Downey. Annual Pancake meal
continues this Saturday and Sunday in the warm Lions’ Hall at the corner of Mosley and
Victoria Streets. You can’t miss the place. The Lions’ trailer is parked outside.

Auroran photo by David Falconer 

Slate is full for election

Town will pay
all legal bills
to late Dec.

 The Town of Aurora will "look to" 
former mayor Phyllis Morris for indemni-
ty for legal services paid for by the Town
should she recover any costs in her $6
million legal proceedings against three
local bloggers, among others. 

The resolution came at last 
Tuesday's council meeting where 
councillors reported out on a number of
items discussed in closed session.

In the motion, which passed 5-2,
council resolved to "pay the legal

accounts of Aird and Berlis LLP for serv-
ices up to and including December 15,
2010 and for additional outside counsel
of Patterson, MacDougall for services
rendered up until December 21, 2010
and provide notice to both of those firms,
and to Phyllis Morris, that the Town is not
liable for and will not pay any legal
expenses incurred after those dates
respectively."

Councillors also voted to inform Ms.

Well-known Aurora man,
Vic Paraninfo dies at 73

Vic Paraninfo, who once owned
Vic’s Shoe Repair on Yonge Street,
south of Wellington, died suddenly
Tuesday.

He was 73.
Born Vittorio Paraninfo in Italy

April 30. 1937, Vic was remembered
by family and friends at a ceremony
Friday afternoon at Our Lady of
Grace Roman Catholic Church.

For several years, Vic’s shoe
store on Yonge Street, was part of
Aurora’s Doors Open annual event.

Named Aurora’s Citizen of the
Year in 1983, Vic was well known to
most people who lived in the com-
munity.

In 2007, The Auroran reported
“visitors to Vic's Shoe Repair at

Following the decision made at last
Tuesday's council to pay the
$55,334.97 billed to the Town by the
outside legal team handling former
mayor Phyllis Morris' defamation law-
suit against three local bloggers,
among others, the Town released the
executive summary of the legal opinion
councillors received.

The summary, which was prepared
by George Rust-D'Eye of WeirFoulds
LLP, said it was "in the best interests of
the Town" to terminate financial involve-
ment in the defamation proceedings "at

the earliest possible time, and that 
continuing expense to the Town for
legal fees be brought to an end". 

In his report, Mr. Rust-D'Eye fleshed
out the timeline of key events in this
case.

He said the Town retained the serv-
ices of Aird & Berlis on the basis the
words published on the Aurora Citizen
blog were directly related to Ms. Morris'
reputation as an elected official and that
council was concerned that these state-
ments would "adversely impact the

Please see page 8

Please see page 13

Please see page 13

Town releases legal
summary to public
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6
The Aurora Public Library hosts the discussion, Investing in Today's

Economy, with Aurora resident Roger Strong. Find out how to treat your
RRSP and your debt, and balancing safety, responsibility and return.
Discussion begins at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room and it’s free. Pre-register
at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

THURSDAY, APRIL 7
The Resourceful Mother's Secrets to Healthy Kids  Aurora Public

Library hosts a free seminar with local author and pediatric nutritionist
Meredith Deasley at 7 p.m. in the Lebovic Room. Pre-register at the Adult
Information desk, 905-727-9493 option 4. 

APRIL 9-10
Lions Pancake Meal will be held Saturday and Sunday, inside at the

Lions Hall, corner of Victoria and Mosley, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For further
information, call 905-727-6079.

APRIL14-15
The Aurora United Church Spring annual rummage sale starts Friday

at 1 p.m. and continues until 8 p.m. for the individual sale then resumes
Saturday from 9 a.m. until noon for the bag sale. For further information
call 905-727-1935.

APRIL 15-17
The 25th anniversary of the Aurora Home Show takes place at the

Aurora Community Centre. The two arenas will house more than 150
exhibitors. Back again this year are many popular activities including the
garden feature area, live entertainment, the Optimist beer garden with
great barbecued food and refreshments, face painting and mini-putt.

SATURDAY, APRIL 16
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents the “Lillian

Michiko Blakey: Who Am I? In Search of an Answer” solo art exhibition.
Aurora-based Michiko Blakey explores the notion of identity as a Japanese
Canadian growing up in World War II, through her mixed media collages,
archival photos and pen and ink drawings. Artist reception at 1 p.m. The
show runs until April 30. Gallery hours are Tuesday to Saturday from 1 to
4 p.m. Wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For further information
call 905-713-1818 or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SUNDAY, APRIL 17
The annual Rotary Club of Aurora Frog Race takes place today in

Tannery Creek. Money raised is going to Easter Seals Camp Merrywood
in support of a Family in Aurora with three disabled children. Tickets will
be available at the Home Show or through any Rotarian.

* * * *
Seedy Sunday happens today at the Aurora Legion from noon to 4

p.m. Seedy Saturday and Sundays are the days when the new gardening
season begins in earnest. You can have an opportunity to learn more
about gardening, hone and share your gardening skills, and buy or
exchange vegetable and flower seeds. Details at http://www.living-raw-
foods.com. For further information call 416-277-5432.

* * * * 
An eclectic cultural salon here in Aurora!  Inspired by Margaret Webb's

book "Apples to Oysters: A food lover's guide to Canadian farms", there
will be a reading and book signing by the author, and food and drink
served at intermission. Musical performances will include music from the
films "Forrest Gump" and "The Mission" performed by a chamber orches-
tra, and conducted by a farmer.  Michael Schmidt, biodynamic farmer will
share his musical side with the audience. Handel's Harp Concerto and
Mozart's Oboe quartet will usher in the Spring. There will be a guest
appearance by local dancers Radley August and Emily Gould. Activity
starts at 2.30 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20
Terry Kelly of Ontario Early Years returns to Aurora Public Library, to

discuss what the latest research is saying about boys and literacy and how
best to support your boy's learning.  Event begins at 7 p.m. in the Magna
Room and it’s free.  Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-

727-9493 option 4.
FRIDAY, APRIL 21

The Third Annual Runway to Spring Charity Fashion Event will be held
this year at 7 p.m. at the Performing Arts Centre – 13415 Dufferin Street,
just minutes from Aurora.  All proceeds go to benefit the Easter Seals
"Send a Kid to Camp" program. The gala evening includes a Fashion Show
featuring haute couture, upscale casual, evening wear, street wear and
more for women, men and children. Also included are food and beverage
tastings, silent auction and raffle, cash bar and live performance by
Aurora’s The Thursday Night Jam band. Tickets are $35 and may be pur-
chased at many Aurora locations or contact l.mcmahon@rogers.com.  A
great Girls’ Night Out or bring a date to share the fun. Aurora - let’s togeth-
er send 10 children to camp.

SATURDAY, APRIL 23 
Annual Easter Egg hunt happens at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre from

9.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. presented by the Town of Aurora and the Maple Key
Girl Guides. For further information go to  www.e-auro-
ra.ca/easteregghunt.

APRIL 26-29
For the third consecutive year, the Dr. G.W. Williams Students’ Council

will hold a spring rummage sale and will accept donations of used or new
books, toys, appliances, furniture, games, and more (excluding clothing)
for the sale. Drop Off time is 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School, in the front foyer.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
The Aurora Cultural Centre and the Aurora Historical Society present

the first of two heritage lectures with local historian John McIntyre.
Tonight’s feature is “Hillary House: A Glimpse of Everyday Life in Old
Aurora.” The lecture begins at 7 p.m. Complimentary admission and
refreshments, no registration required. Wheelchair accessible at north
entrance. For further information call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30
Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School Rummage Sale today from 9 a.m.

to 1.30 p.m. in the school’s cafeteria.
* * * *

The Aurora Community Arboretum, in partnership with the Lake
Simcoe Conservation Authority, will hold their annual tree planting event
today from 10 a.m. to noon. Bring the whole family and plant a tree. 
The group will meet at the intersection of Birshire Drive and Somerton
Court in the north east area of Aurora. Please see the website
www.auroraarboretum.ca for more information.

TUESDAY, MAY 3
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents the heritage

lecture “The Queen’s York Rangers: Their 200+ Year Linkage to York
Region.”  Lieutenant Colonel Kirk Corkery, former Commanding Officer
from 1989 – 1992, and current Chair of the Regimental Council of the
Queen’s York Rangers will give an overview of this historic regiment. The
lecture begins at  7 p.m. Complimentary admission and refreshments, no
registration required. Wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For more
information call 905-713-1818 or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

MAY 5-7
The Pine Tree Potters' Spring Pottery Sale will be held on the above

days at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,  formerly Church
Street School. May 5 and May 6 the sale will begin at 10 a.m. and contin-
ue to 9 p.m. and on May 7 it will open at 10 a.m. and close at 5 p.m. There
is free admission and a door prize. Call 905-727-1278 for further informa-
tion or visit http://www.pinetreepotters.ca.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11
Join local resident Phillip Hodgson for an interactive seminar to learn

about today's popular youth drugs, the impact on the individual, the fami-
ly and the community, warning signs, and where to go for help.  Phillip is
a psychotherapist and counsellor who works and lectures in the field of

addiction. Event begins at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room at the Aurora Library. 
* * * *

Wesley United Church, located at the intersection of the Aurora Road
and Woodbine Avenue, will hold its annual roast beef dinner this evening.
There will be two seatings at  5 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. It will cost adults $15,
while children between six and 12 will pay $8. Children under six are free,
but they must have a ticket. For tickets call Sherry at 905-853-4915.

SATURDAY, MAY 14 
“I Love Rock & Roll” dinner dance takes place this evening at Dinardo’s

Mansion on Industrial Parkway South beginning at 6 p.m. Dance to the
music of Freddie Vette and The Flames and meet and have your picture
taken with Elvis Presley, who is really Kevin Mills from Richmond Hill.
Tickets sell for $60 a person, which includes a three-course meal and are
available at Aurora Used Books, 95 Edward Street. Proceeds go to the
Aurora-Newmarket District of Community Living.

* * * *
The Aurora Historical Society is looking for volunteers to join their

Hillary House Outdoor Spring Clean Up, today from 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
This is a chance to enjoy the outdoors while working on the grounds of a
150-year-old home and is an opportunity for students to complete commu-
nity hours. A barbecue lunch will be provided. For more information or to
register contact Sandy at 905-841-4035 or ssbundy@sympatico.ca 

TUESDAY, MAY 17
At 7.30 p.m. the Evergreen Choir, under the direction of Richard

Heinzle, invites you to join them for their Spring concert at the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way, when they present "We’ll Sing you a
Song". Admission is $10 for adults, while children, 14 and under, are free.
Tickets are available in advance at the Seniors’ Centre and they’ll also be
on sale at the door. Refreshments will be served at intermission.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25
The Aurora Cultural Centre and the Aurora Historical Society present

the second of two heritage lectures with local historian John McIntyre.
Tonight’s feature is “Aurora’s Heritage of Artifacts and Documents:
Treasures from the Aurora Historical Society’s Collections.” the lecture
begins at 7 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Complimentary admission
and refreshments, no registration is required. Wheelchair accessible at
north entrance. For additional information call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

MAY 29-31
Another historic walk is planned on each of the evenings listed above

beginning at 7 p.m. Brought to you by A Step In Time, the walks will pres-
ent data about where ghosts used to hang out in Aurora. Advance tickets
are $20 and 100 per cent of the proceeds will go to the Heart and Stroke
and Crohns and Colitis Foundations.

MONDAY, JUNE 6
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents “We’ll Meet

Again: Songs of the 1930s and 40s Community Sing-Along”. Join the Silver
Stars Drama Club in singing old favourites including The White Cliffs of
Dover, Roll Out the Barrel, As Time Goes By – and more. Complimentary
admission & refreshments. Event begins at 2 p.m. No registration is
required. Wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For more information
call 905-713-1818 or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

Warning: Some mature themes and strong language.

120 Aurorans take part
in Earth Hour campaign

Next spring, enough
trees will be planted to
eventually capture more
than a ton of greenhouse
gases per year thanks to
the residents of Aurora
who took part in the
Town’s recent Earth Hour
campaign.

Residents who took
part in the social media
campaign will have a tree
planted on their behalf
next spring through Trees
Ontario’s urban reforesta-
tion program.

More than 120 resi-
dents took part in this
year’s campaign.

Aurora as a whole
reduced its power con-

sumption by 14.3 per cent
during Earth Hour, beat-
ing last year’s total and
finishing second out of
PowerStream’s nine
municipal customers.

Aurora’s Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe said he’s
encouraged Aurora
improved on its showing,
given many communities
slid backward this year,
due in part to the colder
temperatures.

“I’m pleased to see so
many people and busi-
nesses in Aurora took part
in Earth Hour and reduced
their energy consump-
tion,” Dawe said. “This
proves that small actions

by a lot of individuals add
up to big results.”

Aurora’s reduction in
2011 was 14.3 per cent,
the equivalent of 7.4
megawatts. The 2011
results represented a total
savings of 86.7
megawatts (MW) in peak
demand, or enough elec-
tricity to power 2,627
average-size homes over
a 24-hour period. Aurora’s
reduction was enough to
power 224 average-size
homes over 24 hours.

One of the components
of the Town’s Earth Hour
campaign was a call for
residents to send in their
tips for reducing their car-

bon footprint all-year
round.

The winner of the ran-
dom draw for an iPad,
sponsored by Rona
Aurora, was Aurora resi-
dent Justin Bissada.

“We were happy to
sponsor the Earth Hour
prize,” said Rona Aurora
store manager Anne
Bremer. It’s also fitting
because we’ll soon be
equipping our staff with
iPads to help facilitate
customer service.”

Aurora’s participation
in Earth Hour is just a part
of the Town’s overall com-
mitment to the environ-
ment.
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yard waste, transporting rocks, logs and moving potted plants.
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What a 
The Home Gardener Mule

BREEZE!

Members of Aurora’s Col. Fred Tilston, VC Branch 385, of the Royal Canadian Legion, took to the streets
Saturday to help welcome District E Convention members to Aurora. The parade was from the Canada
Law Book building to the cenotaph where a memorial service was part of the weekend's activities. The
Branch also welcomed the Ulster Accordion Band (UAB) who played during the parade. The event
helped the UAB in their preparations for their appearance at the King's Hall in Belfast in June.

Auroran photograph by David Falconer

Liberals, Conservatives get home show space
The upcoming Aurora

Home Show will now
include representation
from both the Conservative
and Liberal candidates in
the approaching Federal
election May 2. 

The decision was made
last Thursday to include a
booth for Liberal candidate
Kyle Peterson after the
home show had already
sold out for potential ven-
dors.

Conservative candidate
and incumbent Member of
Parliament Lois Brown had
already booked her booth
several weeks ago in her
capacity as MP.

"Since speaking last
night we have made some
changes," Judy Marshall,
Executive Director of the
Aurora Chamber of
Commerce, told The
Auroran. "We have asked
[the Liberal Party] if they
would like a booth and
what we'll do is we'll move
our booth and put them in
our location and we'll move
out to the lobby.

"We were getting a kind
of funny feeling [about
having just one party rep-

resented] but I think it was
just walking away from it
for a few minutes and com-
ing pack and [considering]
the perception," she added
on what prompted the
decision to make some
room.

Mr. Peterson's cam-
paign said they were
happy with the decision
and with the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce.

"They were quite great
to work with," said Landon
Tresise, Mr. Peterson's
campaign manager.

The Newmarket
Chamber of Commerce
made the decision for their
home show, which was
held last weekend, not to
have partisan booths at
their event.

"I had no problem with
either side's decision as
long as it was fair, as long
as they are treating each
side equally then there is
absolutely no problem," he
said. "I couldn't be happier
with either side, they have
both been fair on their
decision and we are happy
to be working with them."

Jackie Cousins, spokes-

Trillium Foundation gives
Festival a $25,000 grant

The Aurora Festival of the
Arts (AFA), the group organiz-
ing this year's Aurora Jazz
Festival, has been successful
in their application for a
$25,000 grant from the
Ontario Trillium Foundation. 

In a statement, Sher St.
Kitts, chair of the AFA, said the
group was "thrilled" to receive
the funding from the founda-
tion.

"It will help showcase local
talents, create a sustainable
annual community arts gath-
ering and educate our youth
about the value of the arts.
The festival stimulates
tourism, 'stay-cations' and
thereby economic develop-
ment in York Region adding it
its attraction as a tourist desti-
nation."

Their April 1 announce-
ment of successful Trillium
Grant funding noted that the
money will be used to help the
festival "cover the costs of
booking musicians from
across York Region and
beyond, drawing on an eclec-
tic mix of music and the arts."

"The AFA hopes to
increase the festival's visibility,
expand community partner-
ships and inspire an apprecia-
tion of the arts amongst peo-
ple of all ages, especially our
youth. In addition to thanking
the Ontario Trillium
Foundation, AFA also wishes
to thank the Town of Aurora for
its support."

Aurora Council voted earli-
er this year to grant $5,000 to
the AFA in sponsorship for the
2011 Aurora Jazz Festival, an
amount which includes a waiv-
er of fees for the use of Town
Park.

However, the AFA should
outline the full value the Town
will receive before the
Municipality hands over the
money, according to
Councillor John Abel.

Councillor Abel made his

comments at a council meet-
ing last month when he tabled
a notice of motion calling for
Town Staff to report back to
council on the full value they
will receive as Platinum
Sponsors and that no funds
be released until they have the
report in their hands.

"When we voted on it...I
was under the impression we
were trying to top it off to get
involved in the sponsorship
package and that is what I
wanted to address," Councillor
Abel told The Auroran follow-
ing the meeting in question.
"[We're] still looking for that
sponsorship package. There
has to be true value to the
Town for that sponsorship
package [and that] is what I
want to see before we commit
any funds."

In particular, Councillor
Abel said he would like to see
what the $5,000 sponsorship
will "get back" for residents,
and what the organization is
going to perform that the Town
can't do itself. 

"I understand the festival is
going to give us some expo-
sure, whether outside of the
Town as well as provide for the
Town," he said. "We don't have
to give any money for that, so
I am looking to see why we
would give that money.

"It is a money-making ven-
ture, they showed us that.
They don't need the funds, as
Susan Morton-Leonard says it
is a 'drop in the bucket', and
we need to see that package.
They don't need the money for
the event, they have that cov-
ered with the 10,000 x $5
[admission]."

In looking at what the
Aurora Festival of the Arts
organization, the same group
that facilitated last year's
Festival but rebranded under a
different name to reflect their
new status as a not-for-profit
organization, could provide to

prove the value, Councillor
Abel pointed out that the Town
already sees arts and culture
exposure through other initia-
tives so it has to be beyond
that. 

"There has got to be anoth-
er benefit and I want to see
what that package says," he
said. "[The motion] will give an
opportunity for council to dis-
cuss the merits and allow the
residents to see what they
have prepared, so we will all
be enlightened on what it is,"
he said. 

Council had previously
granted the Aurora Festival of
the Arts $5,000 sponsorship
for the 2011 event, $925 of
which was a waiver for the use
of Town Park. 

Ms. Morton-Leonard, com-
munications coordinator for
the Aurora Festival of the Arts,

appeared before Council on
February 22 where she said
$5,000 would be a "drop in the
bucket" for the festival.

"It will mostly provide the
funds for the infrastructure, the
fencing, the port-o-potties, and
a number of other items such
as the second stage," she
said. "In fact, the second stage
costs more than $5,000 so
really in the long run, the
$5,000 is really going towards
those things that we have
asked the Town to provide but
they could not provide."

To kick off festivities, AFA
organizers are planning a
"Hollywood Style Black Tie
Fundraising Gala" on June 9
at 7 p.m. at a location to be
announced.

The 2011 Aurora Jazz
Festival will be held at Town
Park July 29 - 31.

person for Ms. Brown's
campaign, had said
Thursday's decision did
not alter their existing

plans, noting "Lois will
have a booth there as the
Member of Parliament",
but there was a change of

plan by Saturday with Ms.
Cousins informing The
Auroran it would now be a
campaign booth.

The Aurora Home Show
will be held at the Aurora
Community Centre Drive
April 15 through the 17th. 
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Naturally, when I heard the news about Vic Paraninfo’s death
last week, I couldn’t believe it.

Like everyone else who knew Vic, and who didn’t, I had sev-
eral memories of Vic, because I had known him for years.

But the event I think I will miss the most is the parade of stu-
dents that used to go by his Yonge Street shoe shop just before
Hallowe’en each year.

Of course, that tradition stopped a couple of years ago when
Wells Street Public School closed and students were transferred
to Stone Road in Aurora’s east end.

He would always make sure the press was notified of the
event, and I would always make a point of putting a picture on the
front page of the newspaper.

It was certainly a lot easier when I worked right next door to
the shoe shop, and would just tumble out the door with my trusty
camera.

Later, I thought of a contest the newspaper might run.
Guess the only names of businesses that are still so named,

but the person after which they were named is gone.
Vic’s Shoe Repair was one of them. Henry’s Fish and Chips -

now closed - was the other that I could think of. Anyone else?
When it came time to own new skates, I knew I had to go to

Vic’s.
While the skates didn’t “fall off a truck”, there certainly was a

good deal to be had.
Seems the skates were tried, and rejected, by members of

the Toronto Maple Leafs and somehow, Vic would buy them.
So I could get a pair of $300 skates for about one c-note.
And they would fit like a glove. Vic would see to that.
Possibly the only thing that Vic wasn’t very good at was mak-

ing wine.
He put together a batch and gave me a bottle to try.
Nothing tasted more like shoe polish than Vic’s wine, but then

I figured he was in the business, so what else would it taste like?
I, and Patricia, attended Vic’s funeral Friday at Our Lady of

Grace Roman Catholic Church Friday afternoon.
It was billed as a “celebration of Vic’s life” but I was in no mood

to do any celebrating.
Former Aurora mayor Tim Jones spoke glowingly about Vic.
In the almost full huge Catholic church were such notables as

present Aurora mayor Geoffrey Dawe, and former police chief
Armand La Barge. Members of the Central York Fire Services
and York Regional Police also offered condolences to Vic’s wife,
Sheila.

And while I didn’t talk to Sheila personally, let me use this 
column to now offer my, and Patricia’s  condolences to Sheila,
her two daughters, and five grandchildren.

Vic, you will definitely be missed.
Next week, I’ll tell you about my relationship with Liz Taylor.

Bet you can’t wait for that, eh?

Vic Paraninfo

This post card, both sides showing, belongs to the collection of Aurora’s David Heard, and is 
interesting because of who signed it. Postmarked November 21, 1879, the agent “D.W. Doan” is from
Aurora, but we’re not sure which Doan it was. Does anyone know? David purchased the card because
of the postmark and the one-cent stamp that was on it. He was surprised when he saw the Doan 
signature on the reverse side. 

Klees unfair in column 
to keep trustees, parents 
apart, chairperson says

To the editor,

Frank Klees' column in
The Auroran, March 29,
unfairly characterizes
common sense advice to
public school board
trustees by painting it as
an attempt to restrict their
ability to meet with par-
ents.  Like everyone in our
democratic society,
trustees are entitled to
meet with anyone they
wish.  Hearing parents'
concerns and represent-
ing community interests is
clearly part of their
responsibilities.

The actual advice given
to trustees was with
regard to a request by a
parent group to conduct a
meeting of the Board in
private, without staff pres-
ent.

To ensure open and
transparent governance of
public education, Ontario's

Education Act expressly
prohibits school boards
from conducting business
in private, except on confi-
dential personnel and
property matters.  

When meeting with
those whose best interests
they have been elected to
serve, trustees and other
politicians need to present
the reasons for their deci-
sions.

Almost all Board deci-
sions are based on recom-
mendations researched
and formulated by staff.

In the interest of
accountability and trans-
parency, it only makes
sense to have expert staff
present when meeting
with the public on matters
of Board business.  

Anna DeBartolo
Chair
York Region
District School Board

A friend of the police, Vic, second from left, spent a
lot of time with members of the York Regional
Police. Here, a group of them gather in front of Vic’s
Shoe Repair on Yonge Street, a business that Vic
just recently sold.
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Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston
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By Stephen Somerville 

Some things just defy explanation.
Sure, there are the big ticket questions, such as "why

are we here?", and "how is it that no matter how many even
numbers of socks go in the dryer, there's always an
orphaned one left over when you go to match them up
afterwards?"

But there are a number of smaller, but equally puzzling
mysteries, some of them right here in Aurora.

For example, why is the sign on Highway 404 welcoming
folks to Aurora located not in Aurora, but in Whitchurch-
Stouffville?

Has a pedestrian usage study been conducted recently
to determine whether the traffic light at Wellington and
Wells Streets, originally installed to address safety con-
cerns of kids crossing to Wells St. Public School, is still
required, now that the school has been closed for years?

If Aurora is forced by the province to increase its popu-
lation, but wishes to curb urban sprawl, why is the town so
reluctant to allow taller residential buildings to be construct-
ed along Yonge Street, which already has the infrastructure,
and whose local stores desperately need the pedestrian
traffic? 

Why don't more people attend Aurora Tigers games?
When Aurora politicians are surprised that residents

aren't complaining about tax increases that are well over

the rate of inflation, do they not realize that it's not because
taxpayers don't care, but because they have given up trying
to expect anything different from council?

Why do we have so many sidewalks in town, when
pedestrians and joggers seem to spend most of their time
walking and running on our roads?

Is there a chance that the Aurora Agricultural Fair and
Horse Show is returning to Machell Park, or is the "Home
of the Aurora Fair and Horse Show" sign posted at that
location for the past several years just a tease?

How many people have wasted time aimlessly searching
for the Farmer's Market near Town Park from November to
May when it is closed for the season, because permanent
signs mounted on Wellington advise that it is open every
Saturday?

If we all pay taxes to have the roads cleared of snow in
winter, why is there always a gap of several feet between
where your driveway ends, and the actual section of road
that is plowed? 

If the town's water supply is connected to Lake Ontario,
which contains over 1,600,000,000,000,000 litres of water,
not to mention all the water found in the four mostly much
larger lakes that flow into it, why is there never enough in
the summer for a few thousand Aurora homeowners to
water their lawns or wash their cars every couple of weeks?

After having survived being decapitated by lightning,
caged, surrounded by development, besieged by insects
and road salt, and split completely down the middle in a
storm, is there no hardship that the "Inspiration Tree" locat-
ed on the south side of Wellington across from the new Rec
Complex can't overcome?

Why does the Aurora Cultural Centre, a facility which
hosts hundreds of people at a time at events throughout the
year, have a parking lot that accommodates only seven
vehicles?

Why do you never see school groups at the cenotaph in
any month other than November?

Having forced a Federal election for what many are call-
ing no apparent reason, are the opposition parties willing to
repay Canadians the estimated cost to hold the election of
$350 million, if the results are not significantly different than
the parties' seat allocation before parliament was dis-
solved? 

Okay, so maybe that last one isn't technically an Aurora-
based question, but it's worth asking.

(Finally, from the editor: why are vehicles allowed to turn
left on Wellington at Berczy at any time of the day?)

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

During the first week of the election campaign one of the 
pollsters that I was watching on television made two very 
interesting comments.

First, he said that nationally the Federal Liberals had garnered
800,000 fewer voters in the 2008 election than they had received
in 2006 election.

This works out to an average of 2,597 less votes per each of the
308 ridings in Canada.

Second, he stated that - according to work that he has done -
62 per cent of people already know who they are going to vote for,
even though it was only the second day of the campaign.

If this contention is true then the parties are fighting over the
remaining 38 per cent of eligible voters.

The pollster’s points are intriguing.
I plan to deal with both assertions in my next column as 

something else has come up this week.
We know that the National Leaders’ Debates will be held in the

middle of April.
One debate will be held in English and the other will be in

French.
I won't detail my feelings regarding whether or not Ms. May, the

Leader of the Green Party, deserves to be at the Debate (for the
record, I do not believe she should be participating as the Green
Party does not have any representation in the House) because I
want to touch on the issue of local debates.

John West, the former mayor and long serving councillor used
to host a Town Forum during provincial and federal elections.

One of our locally elected representatives at Town Hall, or some
other prominent citizen, should grab the horns on this and revive
the Town Hall forum.

I was thinking of writing a brief open letter to His Worship Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe and his council colleagues about this topic.

It would go something like this:

Dear Mr. Mayor;

I am writing this letter as a follow up to both my January, 2008,
and my September, 2007, columns regarding the resurrection of
the Town Hall political forum.

As you know, former mayor and long serving councillor John
West began a grand tradition of holding an all-candidates forum in
the Town Hall during both the provincial and federal elections.

These were exciting affairs.
The hall was usually jammed, and the atmosphere electric and

tense, similar to that prior to a big prizefight.
And the local cable company would televise it, so people who

could not attend in person had a couple of opportunities to see the
contestants in action.

I believe it is important that someone on your council take hold
of this and begin the preparations for this event.

Alternatively, since you and your council colleagues have a lot
on your collective plates right now, you could approach some
prominent Aurora citizen to undertake this.

As one who has participated in a number of these events in
Aurora and elsewhere over the years, I kindly and humbly offer a
few suggestions to fine-tune the event.

The timing of the event should be held - if at all possible - in the
last two weeks or so of the campaign, once the issues have begun
to crystallize.

The format itself needs to be altered.

I would like to see direct engagement by the local participants
to the answers given by their opponents; not just reading from pre-
pared statements, in other words, a real debate. 

I want to see how a candidate defends his platform position
under cross-examination and I also want to see him pick logical
holes in their opponents' arguments.

Another suggestion is that, while the event should be held as an
open forum, there should not be public questions.

Verbal questions from the audience are rarely asked with the
sincere intention of seeking an answer. They are usually asked,
after a suitably healthy and highly partisan pre-amble, only in order
to embarrass one particular candidate.

Allow members of the media only to ask the questions or, prior
to the event, have a panel choose from audience submitted written
questions.

Or have a mix of media and public questions, but have the mod-
erator read out the questions.

Like Mr. West, a strong moderator is needed for the event.
This format does not work if you have five people speaking over

one and other and I also believe that a respectful tone is required.
Revamping the event format itself as a way to subject candi-

dates to a respectful inspection and evaluation of their views which
could lead to interesting, engaging and exciting discussions of
Aurora's future.

Kindest regards,

Stephen

Stephen can be contacted at: 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

Burning questions in Aurora

Front Porch
Perspective
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

ROUND THE BEND FARM 

TURKEYS
FARM FRESH, NATURALLY GROWN 

$2.99/lb. 
12 LB. TO 19+ LB. 

ORDER YOUR 
Easter Turkey
for pick-up on:

Saturday, April 23rd - 10am - 5pm

Brian & Sue Feddema (905) 727-0023 
16225 Jane St., Kettleby ON

Hams, Turkey Sausage, Kolbassa 
assortment of frozen pies

Reader defends Aurora councillor
To the editor,

In response to H.
Grimset "Word doesn't
mean…"The Auroran, let-
ter March 8.

While Councillor Chris
Ballard can quite clearly
stand up for his opinions
and actions, as evidenced
in his "In my opinion…"
blog at chrisballard.ca, I
take issue with H.
Grimset's criticism that
anyone is creating "man-
ufactured controversy"
over Councillor Wendy
Gaertner having her mike
turned off - or been
"gagged" - for that six-
hour budget meeting
February 14th.

This is a serious action
taken by new Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe against a
councillor, and in my
opinion, taken most incor-
rectly.

I hope you will bear
with the chronology below
as I believe this councillor
has been severely
wronged:

Council minutes from
December 14, 2010 were
presented for approval at
council's January 25th
meeting.

Councillor Gaer tner
said that she was incor-
rectly named as the
mover of a motion.

The minutes were
removed to be checked
by staff and necessary
corrections were to be
made.

During the two weeks
before the next council
meeting, the councillor
spoke with and emailed
staff; and reviewed the
DVD of the December
14th meeting to ensure
accuracy of the minutes
coming forward.

The February 8th
agenda once again pre-
sented inaccurate min-
utes.

Agenda Item #6 con-
tained the rationale for
this.

The councillor had
asked for a recorded
vote, which was taken by
the clerk and mayor to be
a request to move the
motion.

Although the DVD
record was not available
for viewing, as had been
requested by Councillor
Gaertner, it was estab-
lished that she had not
raised her hand or asked

to be the mover. 
Some councillors con-

tinued arguing for the
minutes to just go forward
as is, all of which stalled
progress.

Councillor Gaer tner,
having done all she could
to correct the minutes,
became concerned that
council would actually
approve minutes shown
to be inaccurate and,
warning council against
doing this, stated (see
meeting tape start 19:50):

"Minutes are to provide
an accurate record of
what happened.

“The DVD is very clear
that I did not ask to move
the motion, that I did not
raise my hand to move
the motion. I would have
no knowledge that I would
be assumed to be the
mover of the motion.

“In my opinion, if the
minutes stand as they are
now, this record has been
doctored."  

After more discussion
and questions to staff, the
clerk agreed that the
motion was never moved
and therefore, legally,
there was no motion.

Chair (Mayor Dawe)

and the clerk mistakenly
thought she was the
mover - mistakes happen
- and she requested the
clerk, as is his responsi-
bility, to suggest a reme-
dy for the situation. 

His suggestion was
that that section of the
minutes be removed from
the record and that the
issue be brought to next
council meeting (motion
could then be re-pro-
posed and moved forward
legally). This remedy was
accepted and passed, 5/4
(strange that the four
councillors who stated
concerns that time was
being wasted on this
issue then voted
AGAINST the remedy). 

So, problem solved
(with some frustration.),
UNTIL Councillor Paul
Pirr i moved that
Councillor Gaer tner be
asked to apologize or be
removed under the proce-
dural bylaw, section 4.5
as she had been "offen-
sive to staff".

There was no call for a
seconder to this motion.

Chair Dawe asked Cllr.
Gaertner to apologize but
she would not because

she said what she
believed to be "true" to
the situation.

The Chair said he
agreed with Councillor
Pirr i, that the question
had been noted and
would be dealt with; and
that the meeting would
continue.

This suggests that
these two believed
Councillor Gaer tner
accused staff of doctoring
the minutes. But to para-
phrase her exact words
above, she said IF the
minutes went forward as
is, having been now
acknowledged as inaccu-
rate, then it would be said
the minutes were doc-
tored. 

At a subsequent new
meeting, the budget
meeting of February 14 -
notably not the same
meeting where Councillor
Gaertner's comments had
been made and apparent-
ly misinterpreted - Chair
Mayor Dawe turned off
her microphone as she
was explaining why she
could not retract and

apologize for her state-
ment re: the inaccurate
minutes.

The mayor then exclud-
ed her from participating
in the meeting. This was
an inappropriate applica-
tion of the procedural
bylaw - sections 22.5, 4.2.
4.4 and 4.5 outlining the
mayor's authority and was
therefore a serious insult
to her personally, as well
as a breach of her right to
represent her con-
stituents… and at a budg-
et meeting no less!  

M i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g .
M i s c o m m u n i c a t i o n .
M i s t r u s t .  M i s i n t e r p -
retation.

Why so many road-
blocks to ensuring min-
utes are legal?

Mayor Dawe and
Councillor Pirr i are the
ones who owe an apology.

Is this our new mayor's
promise of teambuilding
and moving the town's
business forward with
respect and civility? 

C. Marshall
Aurora

Ambassador seeks
help for tournament
To the editor,

Once again I would like to
thank everyone who bowled
and donated to the Big
Brothers Big Sisters of York
Region.

But, it doesn't stop there.
It gets better, as spring is

here and so is the first major
charity golf tournament.

On Monday, May 16th,

the Big Brothers Big Sisters
of York will be holding the
16th Annual Ken Valliquette
Charity Golf Tournament.

This year the tournament
will be held at a great golf
course: Station Creek,
12657 Woodbine Ave.,
Gormley.

There are many ways
that you can help while hav-
ing a great day on the links.

For $800 you can reserve
a foursome.

For $1,000 you can
reserve a foursome that
includes a hole sponsor for
your company.

We also need dinner
sponsors, cart sponsors,
lunch sponsors and prize
sponsors.

If you do not have the
time to golf, we are also

looking for prizes for the
golfers and silent auction
items.

For more information,
please call Rhonda at 905-
726-2149. extension 316.

What a great way to help
this amazing charity while
having fun.

Thanks.

Nigel Kean
Aurora Ambassador
BBBSY Golf tourney 

This reader would 
start a road contest
To the editor,

Now that we have sur-
vived another winter’s
driving over pot holes and
large pavement cracks,
how about having a con-
test to name streets with
the most and worst pot
holes?

I have two entries:
Dunning Avenue: at the

east end an official sign
“bumps” has been there
for more than a year, but
at the west end, there is a
series of bumps which are
worse.

Berczy Street: from the
corner of Masters Street
to Wellington, there are a
number of bumps, one
especially bad.

Ian MacEachern
Aurora

ED. NOTE: We have
been unable to deter-
mine where Masters
Street is, and several
phone calls to the
author were not

returned by press time.
We assume Mr.
MacEachern was refer-
ring to Mosley Street,
but it might also have
been Metcalfe Street.
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Jazz Festival attracts grant from foundation
To the editor,

Over the past two years,
Aurora Festival of the Arts
(AFA) organizers have been
building a solid summer music
festival, drawing area residents
and people from across York
Region to hear some amazing
musicians at Town Park.

And this year's festival,
which runs from July 29 to 31,
promises to be bigger than
ever.

More than 5,000 people
attended last year's event and
to help the festival continue to
grow, it has received a $25,000
grant from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation.

"As the MPP for
Newmarket-Aurora, I am
pleased to lend my enthusiastic
support to the Aurora Festival
of the Arts," said Frank Klees,
MPP.

This year's lineup includes
Aboriginal People's Choice
2010 Nominee Missy Knott,
renowned Smooth Jazz
Guitarist Rob Tardik, Rocker
Neil Chapman, the Sounds of
Motown Show, Juno nominees
and winners including Billy
Newton-Davis, George St. Kitts
and George Oliver, Maple
Blues Diva Robin Banks, Steve
Hunter, Michael Massaro,
Martin Acouin, Shugga, Joel
Krivy, Stacey Kaniuk, Caribana
North, Blues Club North and
many more upcoming local
artists.

Funds from the
Foundation's grant will be used
to help the fledgling festival
cover the costs of booking
musicians from across York
Region and beyond, drawing
on an eclectic mix of music and
the arts.

The AFA hopes to increase
the festival's visibility, expand
community partnerships and
inspire an appreciation of the
arts amongst people of all
ages, especially our youth.

In addition to thanking the
Ontario Trillium Foundation,
AFA also wishes to thank the
Town of Aurora for its support.  

To further support the
Festival, organizers are hosting

a Hollywood Style Black Tie
Fundraising Gala.  Join them
on the red carpet beginning at
7 p.m. Thursday, June 9th at a
soon to be announced loca-
tion.

For more details and to buy
tickets, visit: http://www.
aurorajazzfest.com.

"The AFA is thrilled to
receive this funding from the
Ontario Trillium Foundation,"
said Sher St. Kitts Chair of the
Aurora Festival of the Arts. "It
will help showcase local tal-
ents, create a sustainable

annual community arts gather-
ing and educate our youth
about the value of the Arts.

“This festival stimulates
tourism, "stay-cations" and
thereby economic develop-
ment in York Region adding to
its attraction as a tourist desti-
nation.

“The 2011 Festival
includes, visual artists, film fes-
tival artists, sewn together with
non-stop music: Jazz, Folk, Big
Band; Rock n' Roll; R & B;
Soul; Motown and Pop," the
chairperson added.

The Aurora Festival of the
Arts runs over the Civic long
weekend; entrance is $5 per
adult/day or weekend pass
for only $12; Admission is
free for children 12 and under
and Seniors 65 and over.

In addition to the music,
there will be an Artisans
Marketplace, Kids Art Camp
and lots of tasty food.  This
grassroots festival also sup-
ports charities Canadian
Centre for Abuse Awareness
and Safehaven. 

Volunteers and sponsors

are invited to e-mail
george@aurorajazzfest.com
and become a festival friend.

A leading grant maker in
Canada, the Ontario Trillium
Foundation strengthens the
capacity of the voluntary sec-
tor through investments in
community-based initiatives.
An agency of the
Government of Ontario, OTF
builds healthy and vibrant
communities. 

Susan Morton-Leonard  
Aurora       

MPP’s Klees, 
minister’s
opinions
“encouraging”,
reader says
To the editor,

Re: The column by
Frank Klees "Who's in
Charge at the School
Board", The Auroran,
March 29, Page 5.

It is shocking that York
Region District School Board
(YRDSB) staff have ordered
our elected trustees not to
meet with the people who
elected them unless board
staff are present. 

Many parents who fought
valiantly to save Wells Street
Public School were amazed
to discover that most (though
not all) of the elected
trustees of the YRDSB are
afraid of their own staff.  

It is encouraging that both
Mr Klees in the Opposition,
and the Minister of Education
in the Government, deplore
the chillingly undemocratic
behaviour of YRDSB senior
staff. 

Dan Revington
Aurora



Morris of the intent to "look to her
for indemnity" should she recover
costs or damages, as well as
release an executive summary
from George Rust-D'Eye on the
matter.

Mr. Rust-D'Eye was retained
by council earlier this year to
report back on the Town's liability
for legal expenses billed in the
matter.

"This is an item... we have all
found very difficult to address,"
said Mayor Geoffrey Dawe at
Tuesday's meeting. "It is an item
we have all struggled with mighti-
ly and it is not something that my
sense is any of us are particular-
ly pleased with the outcome.

"Having said that, I feel that it
is part of our Town's obligation to
move forward with the conclusion
of this. As much as I may not like
the outcome I feel that it is my
obligation to move forward."

Mayor Dawe's comments
were echoed by councillors,
including Sandra Humfryes, and
by Paul Pirri who said this is a
matter of what is right versus
what is just.

"I think in our core we think
this is extremely unjust and, in
most cases, what is right and
what is just go hand in hand, but I
think in this instance what is just
and what is right do not coincide
with each other and I think the
responsible thing to do is do what
is right for this Town."

In her remarks, Councillor
Evelyn Buck said the municipality
was not "well served" by the
advice it received and three fami-
lies in the community have been
"severely damaged" by the action
taken on the advice of [Aird &
Berlis]. 

"They are, I believe, to defend
themselves against this litigation;
whether or not it is our obligation
to compensate them I can't offer
an opinion on that because my
obligation is to represent the
municipality's interests.

"My obligation is to put the
municipality first, no matter what I
feel by what injustice that has
been perpetrated against those
three residents, so I certainly,
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Taste The Tradition
Trattoria • Pizzeria • Pasticceria • Gelateria

1 Toro Road • 416.638.3271

7960 Kipling Avenue • 905.851.2211

7287 Yonge Street • 905.881.7393

3120 Rutherford Road • 905.832.8395

230 Wellington Street East • 905.727.5577

TORONTO

THORNHILL

WOODBRIDGE

MAPLE

AURORA

NOW OPEN

Hot Table • Fresh Bread

Wood Oven Pizza • Pastries 

Gelato • Great Deli Selection 

Amazing Paninis • Cakes  

Desserts•Coffee & Espresso

Aurora Based Real Estate Brokerage

Matthew Handley
Owner & Broker of Record

- Over $800 Million in Transactions
- Attended Law School in the US
- Gov. Registered Broker of Record

Residential & Commercial Real Estate Brokerage
Bexhill Realty Inc., Brokerage

“I will provide you with Honest,
Straight Forward Advice, a

clear Marketing Plan and de-
liver a Sale of your home for

Top Market Value”

We Provide a Professional Home Stager
FREE to All Our Listing Clientswww.bexhillrealty.com

Tel. 905 503 1737

Organizations accomplish more, he tells council
Organizations can do much

more by working together, said
the Salvation Army's Major
Brian Bishop as plans for the

group's Hope For Others capi-
tal campaign, to raise enough
funds to bring the Central York
Region's Northridge

Community Church to Aurora,
continue to roll out. 

"We understand that we are
better together," said Major

Aurora author tells all

Town to pay some legal bills

As The Auroran reported
last week, in his memoir “As
You Were”, Aurora author
Gerry Fostaty tells the story of
an explosion at Quebec's CFB
Valcartier, which left six
Canadian Forces cadets dead
and a further 100 rushed to the
emergency room. 

Mr. Fostaty, then a Platoon
Sergeant in the Cadets was
leading a group in an explo-
sives training course where the
cadets were shown dummies
built to look like explosives in
order to be able to identify the
objects if they came across
them in the field. 

"In this box of training aids,
these dummies, somehow a
live grenade got mixed up in
there," he recalls. "It was circu-
lated among the cadets, a pin
was pulled, and it exploded
and killed six kids and sent 100
to emergency. There were 138
kids in that lecture that day.

"At the time, we didn't know
what happened and frankly we
didn't know what happened for

years," he said. "I certainly did-
n't know the flow of events that
caused the explosion until
2008."

In the book, he tells of the
incident from a personal per-
spective, but he has supple-
mented the story by looking at
documents related to the event
obtained by filing an Access to
Information request with the
Department of National
Defence.

In looking at the docu-
ments, Mr. Fostaty said he was
surprised at some of the things
that were not in the file, as well
as "the trail of negligence" that
led up to the accident. 

"I counted 13 incidents
where people could have said
there is something wrong here,
let's fix this, and they didn't," he
says. "All it would take is one
thing, one time where some-
one would say this grenade
doesn't belong here in this box
or these things should not be
here and they didn't. It was
pure negligence and you can

see that in the testimony in the
documents."

In the aftermath and in the
years following the event, Mr.
Fostaty said those involved
were not given any kind of
help. 

"Some of them are horribly
traumatized by this still, guys
who could never hold a job," he
said. "There are guys who
could never have children
because of their injuries. There
are boys walking around with
shrapnel in their bodies still
and some are still even afraid
to tell their doctors where they
got the shrapnel from. 

"It is something they should
all be able to talk about now
and it is frankly something the
government should help them
with and they are refusing to
do that."

Mr. Fostaty's book, “As You
Were” will be officially
launched Wednesday, April 6,
at Ben McNally Books at 366
Bay Street in Toronto at 6 p.m.
The event is open to the public. 

Bishop at last Tuesday's council
meeting at a formal introduction
of the capital campaign, which
The Auroran reported last
month. "We have taken a
strong initiative to demonstrate
that level of partnership we
want to be in the community...
working cooperatively and col-
laboratively.

"One of the things we have
come to understand is we are
not here to compete with one
another. We are here to com-
plete one another and I think
we complete one another very,
very well when we work coop-
eratively together."

In highlighting some of the
key partnerships the Salvation
Army Northridge has devel-
oped over the years, he cited
partnerships with the United
Way, a partnership with the
York Region District School
Board for an evening at a
Newmarket school for drop-in
programs as well as the Red
Cap program which goes into
schools in anti-bullying and
conflict resolution endeavours.

Looking ahead to the future
needs of the community and
indeed the Salvation Army,
Major Bishop said they are
endeavouring to meet the
evolving needs of the Central
York Region branch of the
Salvation Army's designated
a rea ,  wh i ch  i nc ludes  
Aurora, Newmarket and East
Gwillimbury.

"We are recognizing that
the Region is changing and we
recognize that as we, the
Salvation Army, need to contin-
ue to adapt and adjust right and
prepare right along with those
changes," said Major Bishop.
"The needs of the people are
changing as well.

"We're seeing an increase
or rise in emotional care and
support amongst the residents
of Central York Region and as a
result we have developed a
number of different programs
that address some of those
emotional needs of the people,
whether or not it is grief coun-
selling, divorce care, or whether
or not it is financial wellness

and equipping people with the
tools they need as well as the
emotional anxiety programs.

"We recognize that
amongst our youth there are
going to be needs we haven't
even identified yet. We are
endeavouring to position our-
selves with the needs that have
yet to be identified, trying to be
as proactive as possible and
not reactive."

The Salvation Army plans to
relocate its Central York Region
headquarters, currently located
in Newmarket, tucked behind
Newmarket High School, to a
new facility which is slated to be
built in Aurora on the west side
of Leslie Street just north of
Wellington Street.

The organization has cur-
rently raised $6.5 million of the
$7.5 million needed to make
this move a reality. 

To donate or to receive
more information about the
Hope For Others campaign,
visit www.hopeforothers.com,
or call Major Bishop at 
905-252-4455.

From page 1

Rec Cycle N’ Sports
15483 Yonge St. Aurora, across from Howard Johnson Hotel 

Main Location:

905-841-5757

  *APRIL ONLY*

BIKE BLOW-OUT SALE 
“EVERYTHING” 
MARKED DOWN

under no circumstances, am the
least bit inclined to pay one single
round penny of these legal costs.
I believe Ms. Morris and the law
firm responsible is completely
liable for their own expenses. I
have no hesitation voting against
this recommendation."

Councillor Michael
Thompson shared similar senti-
ments, and indicated he would
have preferred another recom-
mendation on the floor. 

"It is certainly with a heavy
heart that we're talking about this
tonight," he said. "Upon being
elected we certainly tried to do
what is right. We ended the
Town's participation in the law-
suit. Since that time we have all
hoped for a different result. We
have looked at it many different

ways hoping for a different
result."

For some councillors like
John Gallo and Sandra
Humfryes, voting in favour of this
motion was a way of simply mov-
ing forward.

"It is an extremely difficult
decision and I am interested in
moving forward and getting on
with the business of the corpora-
tion," said Councillor Gallo.

The Town has been billed
$55,334.97 in this matter.

Councillor Wendy Gaertner
excused herself from the discus-
sion at Tuesday's meeting and
Councillor Chris Ballard was
absent.

The two dissenting votes
came from Councillors Buck and
Thompson. 
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Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 41 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Aurora Home Show 2011
25th AnniversaryCelebration of Style

� Over 150 Exhibitors
� Inspiring Feature Area
� Live Entertainment
� Beer Garden
� Mini Putt
� Face Painting
� Door Prizes

Aurora Community Centre, 1 Community Centre Lane

FRIDAY APRIL 15
2 PM – 9 PM

SATURDAY APRIL 16
9 AM – 6 PM

SUNDAY APRIL 17
10 AM – 5 PM

Sponsored in part by: 

Celebration of StyleAurora Home Show 2011
25th Anniversary

Children
under 6 FREE

Celebration of Style
Aurora Home Show 2011

25th Anniversary

Admission $2

Aurora Chamber of Commerce

www.aurorahomeshow.ca
905-727-7262

Theatre’s latest is
a play within a play 

By SCOTT JOHNSTON

Ever have one of those
days where nothing goes
right?

Well, that's what the director
of the fictional play "Nothing
On" has in Theatre Aurora's
current production of "Noises
Off".  

And it's only going to get
worse.

Written by English play-
wright Michael Frayn, this is a
play within a play.

In it, a long suffering direc-
tor, Lloyd Dallas, played by
Theatre Aurora veteran Don
Colucci, is trying to get his per-
formers through one last
rehearsal before opening night.

Unfortunately, everything
that can go wrong, does, from
badly-timed entrances, to
flubbed lines, to misplaced
props, to missing performers.

But these are merely pre-
opening night hiccups, and
surely by the time the play has

been performed a few times,
the cast will have jelled, and
things will flow smoothly, right?

Unfortunately for him, and
fortunately for us, the answer is
'no', because we soon find out
that spending too much time
together has seriously strained
the many interpersonal rela-
tionships between the compa-
ny's players, with hilarious
results.

As director Shawn
Rocheleau notes, while many
people may recognize the
1992 movie version of Noises
Off, it is much better seen as a
live performance, where the
frantic action can best be
enjoyed.

As the story develops, the
pacing accelerates, and the
humour comes at you from
many directions.  At times,
there's so much going on on
stage, it's hard to know where
to look, or which characters to
follow.

Making it all happen is a ter-

rific nine-member ensemble of
Theatre Aurora veterans.

They immerse themselves
so well in their roles, work so
well together, and handle the
complex action and dialog so
adeptly, that there are no true
standouts.

As was shown in the photo
in The Auroran last week, one
of the unique features of this
performance is the rotating
stage that allows the audience
to see what's happening both
in front of and behind the
scenes of the fictional play.

This last show of the sea-
son is a lot of fun, and rest
assured that no sardines are
hurt during the performance.

Evening performances of
"Noises Off" continue at
Theatre Aurora, 150
Henderson Drive, April 7, 8, 9,
13, 14, 15 and 16, with a mati-
nee on April 10.

Tickets are available
through the box office at 905-
727-3669.

Belinda Blair, played by Melinda Briell, Garry Lejeune (Randy Kirsh), Brooke
Ashton (Kirsty Campbell), Lloyd Dallas (Don Colucci), Poppy Norton-Taylor
(Cheryl Dennie), Dotty Otley (Tracey Woods), Selsden Mowbray (Chuck
Therrien), and Frederick Fellowes (Jeff Naworynski) try to salvage the
increasingly chaotic play within a play in Theatre Aurora's production of
"Noises Off", now playing at the Factory Theatre.

Photo by Mary MacDonald Rival

Councillors change minds
about customer service

Councillors voted once
again to put the proposed
development of a new
municipal Customer Service
Strategy back in action at
last week's meeting, despite
a decision made at the gen-
eral committee meeting the
previous week to put the
project on the backburner for
further discussion at a budg-
et workshop this Spring.

The change came about
after Councillor Sandra
Humfryes (seconded by
Councillor John Abel)
brought the item forward and
moved the original recom-
mendation to grant an RFP
for the strategy's develop-
ment to Atfocus Inc, due to
the immediacy of the project.

The discussion at the
March 22 meeting focused
on the actual need for the
project at this time and what
that would mean to the
Town's staff complement in
the year ahead. 

The recommendation at
the table, which had already
been deferred twice, was to
go ahead with retaining con-
sulting services to develop
the strategy to the tune of
$78,100, $50,000 of which
was approved in the 2010
budget, with the remainder
coming out of unspent 2010
consulting dollars.

It was the latest develop-
ment in a project that began
in 2008 to look at ways of
improving customer service
delivery from the municipali-
ty into a "one stop shop
approach" and would
include training of Town staff
in various areas of customer
service, and creating and
implementing new training
mechanisms.

Now that it is back on
track, it will go about ensur-
ing that the study would
focus on customer service
that is "easily accessible",
and going forward "as a

multi-year project with a
phased funding model",
according to a report from
Techa van Leeuwen,
Aurora's Director of Bylaw
Services.

At the March 22 meeting,
Town staff made their pitch
to councillors.

"We believe that moving
this forward is worthy of
those funds," said Dan
Elliott, Aurora Treasurer. "We
believe that serving the com-
munity with this customer
service one stop shop
approach is the way to go so
we are funding it from con-
sulting dollars, which is
unspent operating dollars."

When asked by council-
lors if going forward with this
project would require the
recruitment of a new cus-
tomer service manager, Ms.
Van Leewen said that was
the preferred option.

"[Retaining a consultant
and a manager] are sepa-
rate but they are obviously
linked," she said. "The rec-
ommendation from a couple
of years ago was to recruit a
Manager of Customer
Service and furthermore
retain a consultant to devel-
op a long-term strategy.

"It is our desire to recruit
a Manager of Customer
Service to work with the con-
sultant so that they are here
from the onset and can
assist with the implementa-
tion and have input into the
end result, but awarding the
consulting services doesn't
necessarily mean that you
are approving the Manager
of Customer Service fund-
ing."

Councillor John Abel, at
the time, made the motion to
refer this to the workshop,
noting that the urgency was
not apparent to him.

"I haven't received any
calls," he said, noting that
people are not "banging on

the doors" demanding better
customer service. "There are
a number of items there that
we want to discuss that we
didn't put on the budget and
I just wanted to put that one
on there as well. It might be
useful to take that time to
address this as it has been
deferred a number of times."

Councillor Evelyn Buck,
on the other hand, said she
was not in support of the
work "at this point in the
Town's history", and said
she did not believe the work
was necessary.

"I have seen nothing in
the services that are being
provided within the munici-
pality and the improvement
and performance within the
municipality and I have seen
nothing to convince me that
the re-organization study
produced any improvements
at all," she said.

The recommendation
before councillors did, how-
ever, find some support at
the table, particularly from
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and
Councillor Paul Pirri.

Both cited the immediacy
in bringing this forward.

"I believe this project
needs to happen and dis-
cussing whether or not it will
happen in June I don't think
that is necessarily the best
way," said Councillor Pirri to
Councillor Abel's suggestion
of a deferral.

"I think having this strate-
gy at least in place in how to
respond to our constituents'
needs when they come in is
extremely important. We
aren't necessarily having to
hire someone right now but
to put in the mechanisms to
better train our staff here in
dealing with customer serv-
ice concerns.  We don't need
a new position for that, but it
is something that would
greatly improve the situation
right now."

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?

Expecting a baby

at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/

Professional?

A Civic minded

Business interested 

in sponsoring 

Welcome Wagon?

Please call
1-866-873-9913



Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

HOUSE LEAGUE

104 Timbits Blue  2 -
Matthew Collins 1G, Gavin
Loria 1G, Christopher
Kouloras, shutout.  107
Timbits Kelly Green   0.

203 Caravan Kids White
7 - Joey Livia 3G 2A,
Christian Romas 1A, Nathan
Mohabeer 1G 1A, Chris
Childerhose 1A, Devon
Bourrie 1A, Jack Sutherland
1G, Ethan Mohamed 1G 2A,
Graham Woodcock 2A,
Cooper Paterson 1A, Evan
Ramasra 1G.   201 Caravan
Kids Red    1 - Jonah
Spataro 1G, Kevin Song 1A,
George Rappos jr 1A.

204 Caravan Kids Blue
4.   202 Caravan Kids Gold
2 - Quinn Spicer 1G,
Thomas Raeburn 1G

206 Caravan Kids
Powder Blue  3 - Matthew
Pelan 1A, Matthew Muxlow
2A, Jack Nicholson 1G,
Mark Clutterbuck 1A,
Corson Haywood 1A, Griffin
Charnley 1G, Justin Just 1G.
205 Caravan Kids Black  2
- Andrew Laguardia 1G,
Jackson Galbraith 1G 1A,
Ethan Joiner 1A, Aaron
Murphy-Sealy 2A.  

401 Chouinard Bros.
Red  5 - Ben Pitre 1G,
Nicholas Vamvakaris 1G 2A,
Colin Windle 3G, Jessey van
Soest 1A.  404 Tilemaster
Blue  4 - William Reid 2G,
Claudio Basso 1G, Adam
Wochenmarkt 1A, Dillon
Varone 1G, John Li 1A.  

602 Wedi Corp.Com
Waterproof Tile Solutions
Gold  7.  606 Aurora
Chrysler Powder Blue  3.

REP LEAGUE

Tyke Select - Aurora  
2 - Nicholas Giorgio 2G,
Luca Capraro 1A.    Caledon
Hawks  2.

Novice A -  Uxbridge  9.
Aurora  2 - Jace Jackson 1G
1A, Riley Klugerman 1G,
Carson Maybury 1A, Brett
Pearce 1A.    

Novice A -   Kanata  4.
Aurora  2 - Riley Klugerman
1G 1A, Jonathan Gagnon
1G, Justin Hicks 1A, Kazuki
Negishi 1A, Carson Maybury
1A.    

Atom AE -  Aurora  5 -
Francesco Scuglia 1G 1A,
Adam DePiero 1G 1A,
Braden Reid 1G, Nicholas
Vamvakaris 1G, Finn
Reeves 1G, Thomas Morra
1A, Lucas Surace 1A,
Stephen Silverio 1A,
Braeden Joynt 1A.
Newmarket   4.

Atom AE -   Stouffville
4.  Aurora  1 - Braeden
Joynt 1G, Adam DePiero
1A.   

Atom AE -  Aurora  4 -
Francesco Scuglia 2G, Finn
Reeves 1G, Lucas Surace
1G, Braeden Joynt 1A,
Braden Reid 1A.  Richmond
Hill  3.

Atom AE -  Aurora  5 -
Finn Reeves 2G, Braeden
Joynt 1G, Nicholas
Vamvakaris 1G, Adam
DePiero 1G, Lucas Surace
1A, Nicholas Keller 1A.
Newmarket  1.

Atom AE -   Stouffville
6.  Aurora  4. 

Peewee A -  Aurora  4 -
Tristan Kuchar 1G, Eric
Shennan 1G, Bryan
Manweiler 2G, Alistair
Johnston 1A, Evan
Cherubini 1A, Matthew Tanel
1A, Daniel McConnell 1A,
Mathew Tyndall 1A.
Bradford   3.

Peewee A -  Bradford
2.   Aurora   0.

Bantam AA -  Aurora  8
-  Quentin Campbell 3G 1A,
Konner McMillan 2G 2A,
Brett Thiessen 1G, 2A, John
MacDonald 1G 1A, Spencer
Green 1G, Lucas Pozzebon
2A, Matt Iwai 2A, Tait
Snedden 1A.  Stoney Creek
3.

CONGRATULATIONS to
the Aurora Bantam AA
team on winning the
OMHA Championship! 

Bantam AE -  Aurora  2
-  Brett Bond 1G, Nathan
Nealon 1G, Johnathan
Read, shutout.   Caledon  0.

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the Aurora Bantam AE
team on winning the  
OMHA  Championship!   

Minor Midget A -
Welland  2.  Aurora  1. 

AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

Results to Sunday, April 3
www.richmondhillsubaru.com

11645 Yonge Street 
Richmond Hill

(905) 883-3555
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Aurora Minor
Hockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2011/2012 REGISTRATION

On-Line Registration begins:  
April 1, 2011

In-House Registration dates:
April 6, 13, 20, 27 and May 4, 11, 18, 25
AMHA Office at ACC1 -- 7:00 – 9:00 pm

Please refer to our website www.auroraminorhockey.net for further information.  

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players

registered on or before June 30, 2011.
We will not add teams in September

to accommodate late registrants.

REGISTRATION fees for the 2011/2012 season are: 

$500.00 Players born 1997 through 2005*
$535.00 Players born 1991 through 1996
$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2011
$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2011
$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*Tyke players born in 2004 and 2005 must submit a copy of a birth certificate. It is recommended that 2005
players have either taken skating lessons or completed one year of Opti Hockey.

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.

Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

Fees may be paid in 3 instalments of 1/3 each, dated April 15, 2011, June 15, 2011 and August 15, 2011.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2011.

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for AAA or any AMHA rep team.

AMHA tryouts begin April 30, 2011.
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Adult Hockey
Co-ed, low level & fun

Schools & leagues
in Aurora!

Space is limited - CALL TODAY!
(800) 905-0270

www.russellhockey.ca

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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uoMay 7 - 2 weekends 
May 28 - 2 weekends

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

130 Hollidge Blvd., Aurora 
Celebrating our 11th year in business 

905-727-0197

FULL PROGRAMS*
50% OFF

*Excluding Products

The Aurora team that attended the 2011 Ontario Masters swimming champi-
onships are shown here. The Master Ducks Swim Club came second overall out
of 56 teams at the recent 2011 Ontario Masters Swimming Championship in
Nepean. Competitors included, front row, left to right, Jim Moultray; Cheryl
Stewart; Don Romano; Christine Spicer; Sara Thomerson; Sue Deacon; Kathy
McKnight; Philip Dodgson; Taina Sodonis; Eric Oliver; and Greg Rapp; second
row: Nancy Black; Drewe MacIver; Stephanie Cholyk; Jamie Farkas; Lori Haws;

Janet Mitchell; Judy Iannucci; Alicia Dibben; Cheryl Duckworth; Casey Jacob;
Stelios Chrysochou and Dave Wilkin (standing); third row, Daniel Milliard; Kate
Bayne; Chuck Cundari; Dorothy Hall; Tom Leger; Elizabeth Moultray; Gavin
Heilbron; Colin Simpkin and Dan Lindquist. In the back row are Daniel Wells;
Terri Corso; Dave Cruickshank; Lloyd Brown; Susan Allen; Andrew Mitchell; 
Les Lindquist; Frank Sodonis; and Tap Aavasalmi. Absent when the photo was
taken is Shauna Sedgewick.                                 Photography by Stelios Chrysochou

Ducks second at Masters
By MELONY TEAGUE

Special to The Auroran

Nancy Black, head coach
of the Aurora Master Ducks
Swim Club, and 42 swimmers
attended the 2011 Ontario
Masters Swimming
Championship held at the
Nepean Sportsplex recently
and were second among the
56 teams entered.

Although they are very
competitive (as evidenced in
their standings), they are also
a very social group who do a
lot of team bonding and build-
ing.

"The Ducks are a very tight
group, and I think that's a
result of their coach, Nancy,”
said Coach Doug Vanderby
from the North Toronto
Masters Swim Club. “They are
a fun group to hang out with.
Nancy brings a lot of enthusi-
asm into the group and the
club reflects her in a big way. If
it wasn't a well run program,
she wouldn't have the num-
bers that she has, and Nancy
really puts a lot of effort into
that. I believe this club is as
strong as its coach."

When asked about the
'Duck-ish' things they do Doug
remarked,"If Nancy asked
them to walk off the cliff, they
would probably would: I mean
that in a positive way and
that's just the enthusiasm that
she brings and she has a very
loyal group and you know that
the Ducks always have some-
thing up their sleeve when
they show up at meets, I think
that is great. Everyone is curi-
ous as to what they are going
to do.”

The 'painting of the toenail-
s' has been a long standing
team building tradition at
Provincial and National swim
meets for approximately 11
years.

"This time the theme was
purple," Doug said, "There is
no doubt that when you look
down and you see a guy

wearing purple nail polish (on
his toes) that it's a duck - it
looks like a duck, acts like a
duck. I have a tremendous
amount of respect for Nancy.
She has some very talented
swimmers, and that reflects
on the coach...she has her
group in there and when they
want to be competitive, they
can be."

When it comes to compet-
ing, few are as fast in the pool
as Dave Wilkin, one of the
longest registered members
of the club.

He competes in the men's
55-59 age group and brought
home five gold medals for all
of his individual events and
two bronze medals for relays.

Before the meet he said, "I
think the things we do as
Ducks are part of the fun and
it is not just a sport for fitness
and competition, but it is also
a social activity and
group….and that keeps the
spirit up and it is certainly
unique to the Ducks."

Dave swam in three other
Masters clubs back in the late
70's - early 80's.

He described them as
being nothing like the Ducks.

"I swam with the Calgary
Masters when I was out West
for about two years," he said
"A very different club, there
were not really any kind of a
social activities, it was pretty
much - in the pool - and it is
harder to stay engaged and
motivated. So a big part of the
experience is having fun."

One of the ways Nancy
Black encourages team build-
ing is to present a Swimmer of
the Day Award at every com-
petition.

Shauna Sedgewick and
Drewe MacIver won the first
day’s award for outstanding
performance in individual
events.

Susan Allen and Chuck
Cundari won this award the
next day in recognition of their
return to competition.

"When we talk about our
Club and what has made it so
good," Nancy explained, "one
would like to think it's the
coaching, but on top of that, it
would also be the team unity
and the social things we do.
You could compare this to a
kids rep team that goes to an
out-of-town meet whereby the
coaches help the kids get to
know each other and 'jel' as a
team and then they can com-
pete through the rest of the
year 'jelled' as a team."

Participating members
range in age from 20 years to
60 years.

Regardless of age, every
swimmer plays a valuable role
in the team whether they win
medals or participate to earn
valuable points for the team.

Janet Mitchell, whose
intention was simply to get fit
when she joined the club, is
now competing in the 50-54
age-group and holds two
Provincial records.

"It was nice to see the hard
work pay off, and see all of our
swimmers rise to the occasion
and do really well." she said.
"Every single Duck scored
points - it was a real team
effort."

Janet won two gold, three
silver and five bronze medals

at the meet.
It is not surprising that she

was named 'Female Swimmer
of the Day' on the third day.

In her first Provincial com-
petition as a Master swimmer,
Stephanie Cholyk, 23, won six
gold, two silver and two
bronze medals.

"It was fun to race with
people of all different ages
with so many different swim-
ming backgrounds," she said.
"There were swimmers at the
meet who have learned to
swim as an adult and then
there were past Olympians."

Aurora's Dave
Cruickshank, 23, won a total
of 14 medals over the week-
end.

Dave's eagerness to race
was inspiring to his team-
mates.

"I joined the team in
September," he said, "but in
previous years I would train
with the team on holidays
when I would get time off from
swimming for my university in
the States. I will be attending
Nationals and I cannot wait,
Provincials was such a blast."

Dave comes to Aurora
from Wright University in Ohio
where he was the captain of
the men's swim team and

Please see page 13
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FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10am - 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

CLEAR OUTS ON SALE
www.thefanman.ca

"TRIUMPHANT SPIRIT"
presents

 

 
Charles Demuynck, Guest Conductor  Guest Artist: Joanna Tang, Violin

 
Program:

 

Saturday April 9 - 8:00pm at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora... 79 Victoria Street
Sunday April 10 - 7:30pm at Richmond Hill Centre for Performing Arts... 10268 Yonge St

 
Tickets Saturday: Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $12

Sunday: Adults $30, Seniors $25, Students $15

DVORAK Scherzo Capriccioso - SIBELIUS Violin Concerto
BORODIN In The Steppes of Central Asia - BORODIN Symphony #2

“Talk to me and discover how 
The Plan by Investors Group™

Can help put more money in 
your pocket today.” 

Visit my new website:

 jenniferchristensen.com 
Please call for upcoming seminar information

Jennifer Christensen, 
B.A. CFP, CDFA, TEP

Ph. 905-726-8236

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Some of the athletes from the Spectrum North Baton Club take a well-deserved break from their train-
ing day recently at the Magna Centre. The club was gearing up for their competitive season which start-
ed Saturday.

Monday night
hockey results

Third Round 
of Playoffs

Copper Creek 4     Highlands Chev    4

Tom & Jerry’s          6     Baldwin’s 2

Priestly Demolition 2     Masterclean 0

FPL Aggregates 2     Rec Sports 1

Consolation: 
FPL vs.Tom & Jerry’s, 8 p.m.

Championship: 
Priestly Demolition vs. 
Copper Creek, 9 p.m.“Dedicated” youth centre

could become a reality
A dedicated youth cen-

tre for Aurora could soon
be in the works if council-
lors adopt the Youth Needs
Analysis this month, with
discussions beginning at
this week's general com-
mittee meeting. 

If passed, a dedicated
youth space could be part
of the 2011-2012 budget
which could include a
lounge area, a computer
station, and a teaching
kitchen for Aurora's youth.

According to a report
from Al Downey, the Town's
Director of Parks and
Recreation Services, the
youth lounge could form
part of a larger use recre-
ation facility that would
provide kids with a "wide
range of indoor and out-
door recreation facility"
components, including a
full size gymnasium for
youth, user groups, and to
address community needs. 

In a similar vein to the
Seniors' Centre, the pro-
posed youth centre might
also be serviced by a vol-
unteer program comprised
of high school and univer-
sity students in the devel-
opment and delivery of
centre operations and pro-
grams. 

Recommendations for
the youth centre and multi-
purpose facility are part of
a wider study which also
recommends the develop-
ment of a 13,000 to 18,000
square foot permanent
skate park for "unstruc-
tured, spontaneous, and
active recreation",
improved and continuous
communication between
the Town and its younger
citizens about various
youth activity opportuni-
ties available in the munic-
ipality, and working with
youth to monitor trends
and emerging activities to
ensure that this demo-
graphic is best served.

Councillors accepted
the recommendation of
staff last month to defer
the recommendations con-
tained within the report,
including the implementa-
tion schedule, and the
inclusion of the youth cen-
tre as a capital budget
item for further considera-
tion until this week.

Since the item was on
last on the council agen-
da, however, representa-
tives from Aurora's sports
community came forward
express both their support
and concerns with the plan
as presented.

Ron Weese, president
of Sport Aurora, came for-
ward with his support for
the plan but expressed
misgivings that several of
the recommendations in
the study call for the
implementation of informal
drop-in programs.

Structure, he said, is a

key to success. 
"I read in many places

in the study that the word
'drop-in' is used where
kids are allowed to hang
out," said Mr. Weese. "We
caution that 'drop-in' and
'hang-out' doesn't really
imply a structured environ-
ment. In fact, structure is
beneficial for most people
of all ages to interact and
learn, even on-demand
types of facilities and pro-
grams.

"Programs don't need
to be rigid and children
certainly need outlets for
self direction, but our kids
need programs that are
not only flexible and on-
demand, but meaningful
and develop their interest
and skills."

It is obvious, however,
that youth are in need of
facilities and programs
and commissioning the
youth needs study showed
the "insight" of council.

"Too often councils are
criticized for spending
money and time on these
types of studies," he said.
"This one was well worth
it. It is our hope that it will
serve to be the road map
for a youth development
strategy that not only
involves sport, recreation
and physical activity but
will also help develop kids
in Aurora in a number of
domains."

The youth centre was
championed at the podium
by Bruce Stafford, presi-
dent of Aurora's Storm
Volleyball.

A centre of this nature

would be an "investment"
in the future if it includes
sports, as well as cultural,
technological, and educa-
tional programs.

Likening building the
centre to purchasing,
maintaining, and upgrad-
ing a house, he said the
initiative could strengthen
generations to come.

"You have a plan that
shows where the initial
money is coming from and
how it will be paid off," he
said. "It is an investment in
the future of our Town and
I encourage you to step
outside your comfort zone
and build to the future of
our youth who will some-
day be the leaders in our
community."

While the Youth Needs
Analysis was first complet-
ed in October, last month
was the first opportunity to
bring it before council, said
Mr. Downey.

Staff turned "every
stone possible" in access-
ing information to compile
into the report, including
150 telephone surveys
with Aurora's youth as well
as surveys in and around
Town during the summer
months. 

Aurora
Seniors
duplicate
bridge
results

Monday, March 28 -
North-South: Shirley Laurin
and Suzanne Nunn and
Lucille Sequeira and Dave
Legallais tied for first; Ada
and Terry Robertson; Carole
Bell and Carolynn Liddy.
East-West: Murray Sinclair
and Don Newman; Lisa  and
Simmo Piil; Kay Hack and
Melody Irving.
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T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Lorraine Lewis - Gena Maker - Enza Nikalaidis - Kevin Daudlin  - Lucia Perry

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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went on to explain, "The
Aurora Master Ducks isn't like
any other team that competed
at Provincials. It was evident
when you walked on deck that
we were the loudest, most 
supportive, and cohesive
team. I really enjoyed the
opportunity to step up and
race again after two years and
it was nice to come out with
such great results. More
importantly it was great to see
fast swims and many victories
for my teammates.

“There is a lot of talent on
this team and it comes from
all age groups. We had some

of our swimmers racing for the
first time and you could see
the enjoyment and excitement
they got out of the team
atmosphere and thrill of rac-
ing.

"Overall the meet was a
total success, everyone raced
very well and despite our
small numbers compared to
other teams, we put together
a very impressive second
place finish. The social and
competitive aspect on this
team is like no other and I look
forward to racing with the
Ducks in many years to
come."

Distance champion Daniel

Wells, who always displays a
positive attitude, raced a total
of 4,000 metres, including 
the gruelling 1,500m freestyle
event.

In addition to being award-
ed 'Male Swimmer of the Day'
by Coach Nancy on one of the
days, 'Dano' secured 12
medals.

Other notable achieve-
ments on the men's side were
by Daniel Lindquist and Dan
Milliard, who won eight
medals each. 

The Ducks not only
returned with 156 medals in
total, they returned with a very
positive team experience.

This was expressed so
eloquently by Stelios
Chrysochou.

"It's these brief episodes in
life which have an everlasting
effect and will always reward
us with the fondest memo-
ries."

Nancy Black, who won six
medals summed up the
weekend, when she
expressed the following to her
swimmers, "My body hurts a
little but my heart grew bigger
and bigger. Now, we will train
for speed so that we can dom-
inate at the National
Championship in Montreal,
Quebec in May."

From page 11

Swim team second at Masters

public interest, undermine public
confidence in municipal govern-
ment and government officials
and disrupt the efficient function-
ing of Town Council."

Following Ms. Morris' defeat
at the polls on October 25, Mr.
Rust-D'Eye noted that on
November 22, then Town
Solicitor Christopher Cooper
forwarded Ms. Morris a draft
agreement which acknowl-
edged that damages coming
out of the lawsuit awarded by
the Court would "be payable to
Phyllis Morris rather than the
Town."

"She would undertake to
reimburse the Town for costs
incurred for the purposes of the
action out of any settlement
funds or award of damages or
costs payable to her. The Town
would reserve to itself the right
to reasonably limit the amount
payable in respect of legal
expenses incurred for the pur-
poses of representing Ms.

Morris in the defamation action.
"There is no evidence that

Ms. Morris, or the Town, ever
executed the proposed agree-
ment."

Mr. Rust-D'Eye says that in
September it was "accepted by
all concerned that the abuse
being heaped on the mayor
and other municipal officials by
third parties, was seen as an
attack on the reputation of the
Town itself" and there was an
"agreed upon strategy to vindi-
cate the Town's name and rep-
utation, which was seen at least
as much the target as the
mayor herself."

While he noted the munici-
pality can't sue for defamation,
he said "it became accepted
that the mayor would have
been the appropriate party" to
bring the matter to court with
the Town's support. That being
said, however, Mr. Rust-D'Eye
said it appeared Ms. Morris had
a "pecuniary interest" in the
matter.

"[She appeared to have a
pecuniary interest in the matter]
in view of the fact that the
debate involved a proposal that
the Town provide or pay for
legal services for her defama-
tion action against third parties,
at that time without any under-
taking on her part to repay the
Town, whether she was suc-
cessful or not - the Town
appeared to assume the entire
financial risk, with the mayor
standing to obtain a personal
benefit from success in the pro-
ceedings."

When asked to comment on
Tuesday's decision, Ms. Morris
referred The Auroran to lawyer
Steven O'Melia of Miller
Thomson LLP, a specialist in
municipal law.

"I have reviewed the execu-
tive summary of Mr. Rust-
D'Eye's opinion, and it is clear
that he was not given all of the
relevant documents and back-
ground information necessary
to form his opinion," said Mr.

O'Melia in a statement. "As a
result, it contains factual inaccu-
racies and omissions.

"In addition, the opinion
does not note that a Notice of
Action was issued by Aird &
Berlis on October 10, 2010,
prior to the municipal election.
Aird & Berlis has not removed
themselves from the record and
continues to act in respect of
the litigation. The timing and
nature of the release is trou-
bling, and our client will com-
ment further on it at an appro-
priate time."

Ms. Morris did not specify
which areas of the matter are
being handled by Ken Clark of
Aird & Berlis and Mr. O'Melia of
Miller Thomson respectively.

The Auroran was also in
receipt of an email conversation
between former councillor
Evelina MacEachern and
Aurora CAO Neil Garbe and
Town Clerk John Leach where
she claimed Mr. Rust D'Eye's
summary "contains significant

misinformation [that] may have
resulted if/from misinformation
was provided to him. [sic]."

Ms. MacEachern had not
responded to The Auroran's
request for elaboration by press
time.

In her comments at last
week's meeting before the final
recorded vote was taken,
Councillor Evelyn Buck said
that, in her opinion, Aird &
Berlis, the outside legal counsel
retained by the Town to handle
this matter did not act in the
"best interests" of the municipal-
ity. 

"Councillors did not give the
authority to start [proceedings],"
she told those assembled. "We
have heard [Aurora's Associate
Solicitor Warren Mar] advise us
that council's authority is
required before litigation com-
mences. That has been my
experience. Council gave no
such authority.

"Aird & Berlis are well aware
as municipal experts on how
municipalities should conduct
themselves. They were retained
in the interests of the municipal-
ity. They were not retained to act
in the best interest of an individ-
ual. They knew what the

responsibility was, they applied
to be considered as one of the
legal firms on our list of firms
that we use when services were
required. 

"So in my opinion, this law
firm was as much responsible
for the decision that was made
to proceed with litigation and, in
fact, more responsible than any
elected member to begin litiga-
tion. I believe the Town, the
Municipal Corporation, was ill-
served by that action."

Following Council's vote on
the costs and indemnity,
Councillor Buck made a further
motion to have Mr. Rust-D'Eye's
full report released to the public,
which ultimately failed with only
Councillor Buck voting in favour
of it.

"For us to release that it
would violate the confidentiality
and solicitor-client privilege that
Ms. Morris has with Aird & Berlis
and which the Town was a party
to up until the time it severed its
relationship with Aird & Berlis,"
said Mr. Mar. "That responsibili-
ty to the Town flows through the
solicitors and in that sense, for
me to release this I would be in
violation of that privilege and
confidentiality."

Popular Aurora man dies at 73
15243 Yonge will see not just
a traditional shoe repair
store, but an Aurora institu-
tion”.

His business was in a
building that is one of
Aurora's most historic.

Constructed about 1884,
for many years the small
shop was occupied by
Marshall Forsyth's stationery
and music store.

Vic operated his shoe
repair business in the same
location in Aurora since
1973.

He arrived on Canadian
shores in 1956. Arriving at
the famed Pier 21 in Halifax,
Vic eventually made his way
to Toronto where he worked
as a barber and baker before
going back to his true calling
working with shoes.

Once in Aurora Vic
became immersed in the
Aurora community, partici-
pating in and leading a num-
ber of charitable activities.

He is perhaps best known
for "Vic's Day in Aurora", held
for many years in February,
when he would donate the
full price of sharpening
skates to the Aurora branch
of the Canadian Arthritis
Society.

That ended in 1989.
Over the years Vic raised

many thousands of dollars to
the cause.

In 2009, Vic sold the busi-

ness he operated since
1972.

Over those years, he
became Aurora's goodwill
ambassador who would
invite school kids to his store
every Halloween to get
some candy and meet York
Regional police officers.

Several of those officers
were at Vic’s funeral Friday.

He wanted to foster good
relations between the police
and the community and he
paid for bumper stickers pro-
moting the police.

He settled in Aurora in
1973, with his wife, Sheila,
and two daughters, Marie
and Peggy.

Over the years he
became involved in many

community groups to give
something back to the coun-
try and people who had
given him a chance.

In 1984, the Province of
Ontario awarded him the
Bicentennial Medal.

In July, 1985, he started a
one-man campaign to rid
Aurora of all old and unused
guns.

He said at the time they
were too dangerous to be
left lying around and should
be turned over to the police.

His first campaign result-
ed in collecting 10 sporting
rifles which he turned over to
the police and he hoped that
would just be the beginning.

In 1986, the force hon-
oured him with a service

award at the second annual
Chief's Dinner and Awards
Night.

In April, 1986, Vic suf-
fered a heart attack and was
advised to slow down, but
that was impossible.

He was amazed by the
many cards, letters and flow-
ers he received while in the
hospital, including letters
from two classes at Wells
Street School.

The 24-year tradition was
broken in 1997 because of a
teachers' strike but the
candy didn't go to waste.
Some parents brought their
children to see Vic and the
balance of the 750 bags
went to the police and the
Yellow Brick House.

From page 1
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You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 79,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

905-841-8949  
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S  

Top quality 
guaranteed

PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

� FOR SALE � BUSINESS SERVICES

� FOR RENT

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cabinet
grand piano, with origi-
nal stool. $580. Please
call Bob 905-713-5002.

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

DANCE  LESSONS
Classes start 

March 21
through May 9

Classes start 
March 21

through May 9

8 weeks Only $95 Including HST  
4,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   

Location: Royal Canadian Legion #385 - 105 Ind. Pkwy North

 
          

Level 1 –8pm - 9pm 
 Rumba and Social Foxtrot 

Level 2 –2 - 9pm - 10pm
 Cha Cha and the International Foxtrot

MONDAY NIGHT
 

SteveMillerDance.ca
416-587-4125

Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca 

� SWIMMING INSTRUCTION 

� PSYCHIC READINGS

� WATER

NON-COMPETITIVE
and COMPETITIVE
SWIMMING: Children to
adults. Aurora Selkies and
Masters Swim Clubs.
Register now for the
2011/12 season. www.
swimgym.ca 905-841-
3450.

VideosVideos
Now Playing

Bringing the business community to you!

www.theauroran.com 

We have tons of events in and around Aurora on our 

at www. theauroran.com
Come out and enjoy.  Most events are FREE!

THEAURORAN.COM

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with 
Alison 
Collins-Mrakas

Search for businesses in our Marketplace. 
Go go www.theauroran.com then click on the 

Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page. 

Our        Town

FunFun community

• Girls Hockey Highlights

• 3rd Aurora Scouting Group 
  Annual Pancake Supper 

• Annual Dessert Competition 
- Aurora Garden & Horticultural 
  Society

 
    

Auroran videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

COUPONS
Esthetic Services by Hilda

Click on Marketplace
-select Salons and Spas

After a long winter, treat your dry and flakey skin to a 
rejunivating facial with PEVONIA Botanica Organic 
Skin Care. 

                                            valid for all skin care treatments.
Hilda 905-727-8571

Get ready for spring with a full leg and bikini wax  towards 

Hilda 905-727-8571

PRINT OUT ONLINE COUPONS
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Save

Save

EVENT CALENDAR

Print out your coupon online at www.theauroran.com

$10 coupon

$5.00 couponcombo waxing treatment 

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN
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(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

For more information call 

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7,  Aurora 
Ron Butler, 416-818-5075

Times are Hard...

...your  Water  doesn’t have to be!

Times are Hard...

...your  Water  doesn’t have to be!

HOME SHOW SPECIAL 
 500!SAVE UP TO $

on in stock equipment 
While supplies last!

PRE & POST 

Alison Collins-Mrakas, former Aurora Councillor, 
hosts Our Town covering:

• This week in Aurora • Council Watch 
Mail Bag • This week’s topic

“COUNCIL WATCH”
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 

Go to: www.theauroran.com home page. 
Click on the big video screen toward the left side 

of the page. The video will begin. 

If you click again it will take you to TheAuroran.com 
television station ‘TVA’, here you will see 
the video screen with thumbnails below -- 
select the episode you would like to watch. 

If you have any questions, suggestions, or would 
like to address a topic please email Alison at

alison@theauroran.com 

OFFICE SPACE 3 pri-
vate offices approx. 150
sq. ft. ea. Can be 
rented separately or as
one unit. KIngoe
@HSFinancial.ca or
905-727-4605. 

Thomas Kwok 
Real Estate Broker 

25 years experience
Flexible commission
HomeLife/Bayview

Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

905.889.2200  •  416-399.2128

TAX 
RETURNS

FREE
ENGLISH
BULLDOGS

SPRING
CLEANING

DRY CLEANING

50% OFF

$5 OFF

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

ANY SERVICE WITH
$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

$5 OFF

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 
905-841-6969

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

✄
RECE$$ION BU$TER

 
Call for an appointment: 

Round Two Consignment Boutique 
15228 Yonge St.  - Entrance off Temperance St.

email: linda@roundtwoboutique.com
www.roundtwoboutique.com

 905-841-9555 

NOW ACCEPTING DESIGNER LABELS

IN A TAX JAM?

25 years experience with Revenue Taxation CRA
Call: 905-479-9559

Book now 
for a 
FREE 

consultation

Book now 
for a 
FREE 

consultation

KAM SADIQ 
Certified General Accountant 
Specializing in T1 Individual, 

Business and Corporate tax returns. 

CALL KAM

BACK TAXES • UNFILED TAX RETURNS
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TERZO 
FLOOR 

SANDING
Sanding and 
refinishing 

hardwood floors 
25 years experience 

Free estimate. 

416-720-9485

MA Counselling Psych.
Mental Health Practitioner & Psychotherapist

Please call 647-217-6806
www.therapy-counselling.com

COUNSELLING

Providing mental health services, 
counselling, and psychotherapy for 

adolescents, adults, couples, and families.

Laura Kemp-Romas 

T A X  R E T U R N  
PREPARATION Personal &
Small Business. Local pickup
& delivery.  Free Estimates
Contact Keith 647-808-3331.

TWO ENGLISH BULLDOGS
1 female and 1 male for adop-
tion. Free to good home. They
are AKC registered, 
vet checked,for more informa-
tion email mpfami-
ly202@gmail.com.

SPIRITUALIST 
PSYCHIC 

CONSULTANT

LIFE READINGS

Questions of faith 
and guided 
prayer work,
love, money,

marriage, 
infidelity. 

All questions of life, 30yrs. exp. 

905-505-0471
www.shechinahstudios.com
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14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Members of the Good Lovelies, (that would be the three women on the left) played to a full house at the
Aurora Cultural Centre last week. They are, left to right, Kerri Ough, Sue Passmore and Caroline Brooks.
They are with Laura Schedbri, right, the Executive Director of the cultural centre, and the guy in the rear
is Bassist Ben Whiteley, who was hired by the Lovlies to back them up.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

By CHARLES SEQUEIRA 

Senior Scape
Friday night dances success

By CHARLES SIQUEIRA

Friday night dancing at the
Seniors’ Centre is a very 
enjoyable social event.

In April we have a dance on
the 18th and in May on the 6th
and 20th.

We practice line dancing at
7.30 p.m. and at 8 p.m. the regu-
lar dance starts.

We play several different
dance tunes from rock and roll,
waltzes, quick step, rumbas, cha
chas, low fox trots and line
dances.

Why not join the fun?
At about 9.30 p.m. we serve

some light food, desserts, coffee
and tea. A nominal fee applies.

We will for the first time have
a cash bar serving beer and
wine at reasonable prices.

Singles are always welcome.
* * * *

Our Social committee was
finally successful in procuring a
permanent Liquor License for
the Seniors’ Centre, in March.

Our Volunteer ‘Smart
Servers’ will be serving only beer
and wine at ASA special events,
special occasions, lunches and
dinners, Friday night dances and
as requested at other events, all
being held at the Aurora Seniors’
Centre. 

* * * *
Time to start thinking about

spring cleaning. Our Annual
Spring Bazaar Sale gets under-
way Saturday, April 30th from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Seniors’
Centre.

The ASA jewelry table is
always a big draw for the spring
sale, also the baked goods table,
where most of the baking is
homemade, prepared by our
volunteers and is usually sold
out.

We will have a white ele-

phant treasures table, used
books, puzzles, CD’S, etc.

Private vendors will be dis-
playing their crafts as well.

* * * *
If you have gently used or

new unwanted items in good
condition (old jewelry, books, etc,
etc.) that you have no use for
and  would like to donate them to
the Seniors’ centre, drop them
off at the centre a week before,
beginning Monday, April 25th. All
items unsold will be donated to
local charities.   

* * * *
Our Tuesday afternoon

Computer Club drop-in-ses-
sions seem to be getting more
and more popular. We help
members with computer pho-
tography, e-mail, web-sites, how
to deal with spam and solve
many hardware and software
problems.

You can even bring your
tower computers and desk top,
this will allow our computer vol-
unteer team to better under-
stand the issue and more quick-
ly try to find a solution. 

Last Tuesday morning they
discussed a number of interest-
ing web sites and the latest
Internet browser technology.

Microsoft Internet Explorer,
version 9 and Mozilla Firefox,
version 4 were both discussed in
terms of what they can do that
previous/older browsers cannot.

Both are recommended.
Should you have any ques-

tions about this please attend the
Tuesday morning computer club
meetings or the Tuesday after-
noon drop-in sessions.

You can also send an email
to asacc@auroraseniors.ca or
directly to Bob Hedenberg,Co-
Chair at bobhed@sympatico.ca
or Bruce Millar,Co-Chair at
bemillar@rogers.com.

* * * *
Join us for lunch every

Wednesday at the seniors cen-
tre at noon. Only $4 per person.

Your Bistro lunch includes a
combo lunch, coffee/tea and
dessert.

No reservations are needed,
while supplies last.

For more information on
April’s menu call 905-726-4767.

* * * *
On Thursday, April 21st, the

Seniors’ Centre has planned a
visit to the Boardwalk Gaming
Centre in Barrie for a couple of
hours of bingo. From there you
head to Georgian Downs. Sign
up at the reception desk or call
Michelle at 905-727-3123 ext
3611, for more information

The $20 cost includes a
bingo play package valued at
$15, a free gift bag, lunch at the
bingo centre and a $10 slot
voucher at the casino.

* * * *
A few of our members

attended the Aurora Community
Arboretum 2011 “Meet and
Greet” and Annual General
Meeting last Monday at the
Town Hall.

While there, we met many of
the volunteer directors and com-
mittee members, many of whom
are also members of ASA.

The annual meeting was
very informative with a very inter-
esting presentation of past
achievements and future plan-
ning.

Included in their planning is a
proposal for some floral planting
at the rear of the Seniors’ Centre
building.

* * * *
The ACC board volunteers

are also available to give presen-
tations on the Aurora Arboretum
and guided tours to other exter-
nal groups and organizations

when required.
For more information on the

various activities, programs and
special events at the Seniors’
Centre  visit our website at
http://www.auroraseniors.ca. You
can also review our April newslet-
ter on line.

If you wish to make a com-
ment or a suggestion you can e-
mail us at aurorase-
niors@rogers.com.

10th annual egg
hunt set April 23
The Town of Aurora and

the Aurora Girl Guides
invite you to attend the
10th annual Easter Egg
Hunt in Aurora  Saturday,
April 23.

The event starts at 9.30
a.m. at the Aurora Seniors’
Centre.

Participants will be able
to explore the scenic trails
of the Aurora Arboretum
looking for an Easter egg
which can be traded in for
a special bag of prizes.

Activities this year
include craft making and a
bunny toss.

The Aurora Seniors’
Association and the
Optimist Club of Aurora
will also host a pancake

breakfast for a nominal
fee.

Tickets for the Easter
Egg Hunt are $5 per child
and parents get in free.

On sale now, tickets
can only be purchased in
advance at the Aurora
Family Leisure Complex,
135 Industrial Parkway
North and the Stronach
A u r o r a  R e c r e a t i o n
Complex, 1400 Wellington
Street East.

Hunt times start
promptly at 10 and 11 a.m.
and at noon.

For more information,
visit www.aurora.ca/
easteregghunt or call the
Special Events line at 905-
726-4762.

Handwriting expert 
guest of Probus 

Elaine Charal, a certified
handwriting analyst, will be
the guest speaker at the
April 13 meeting of the
Aurora Probus Club.

She will present a
keynote address on the
“Power of the Pen” and her
talk promises to be upbeat,
humorous, original and moti-
vational.

She will also be doing
some one-on-one hand-
wiring analysis, which

should be very entertaining
and amazing.

The Probus Club meets
monthly at the Royal
Canadian Legion building,
105 Industrial Parkway
North, and the guest speak-
er is expected to begin about
11 a.m.

The meeting itself begins
at 10 a.m.

For further information,
contact Bob Stayley at 905-
727-5017.
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