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Earth Hour
Of the nine municipalities served by PowerStream, Aurora was second in

saving electricity during the annual Earth Hour Saturday night.
According to PowerSteam’s records, Aurora used 14.3 per cent less electric-

ity, saving 7.4 megawatts of power during the 60-minute program Saturday
night.

Only Essa (Thornton) was higher. They recorded an 18 per cent saving  but
saved only 0.2 megawatts of power PowerStream’s System Control reported a
service territory-wide 8.9 per cent electricity consumption reduction between
8.30 p.m. and 9.30 p.m. Saturday.

This was slightly down from the 9.1 per cent reduction achieved collectively
last year by customers in PowerStream’s service territory during Earth Hour. 

According to PowerStream, this year’s results represented a saving of 86.7
megawatts in peak demand, or enough electricity to power 2,627 average-size
homes over a 24-hour period.

Earth Hour saw thousands of PowerStream customers indicate their willing-
ness to help fight climate change by turning off their lights for 60 minutes to
reduce electricity consumption.  

According to the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO), the Earth
Hour results this year were somewhat muted across the province due to colder
temperatures and the need for more electricity to heat some homes and busi-
nesses.  

Clarification
For the article in last week's Auroran which was continued from the front

page on page 14 under "No information from Morris, defence argues", the first
two paragraphs of the third column should be attributed to Charles Sinclair. 

Briefly
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Call for a FREE 
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Talk to me about my 
MARKETING STRATEGIES 

for selling your home. 

905-727-3154

Six-year-old Mikala Stade of Aurora, was among a huge
crowd at the Aurora Farmers’ Market Saturday morning at the
Aurora Cultural Centre (Church Street School). It was the last
indoor Farmers’ Market of the winter. The market is expected
to return to its Town Park location in May, where it will oper-
ate outdoors every Saturday until October.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Want to buy a school?
The York Region District School

Board is going ahead with plans to
put the Wells Street School site in
downtown Aurora up for sale, while
extending the Town's deadline to
make an offer of "fair market value"
until June as requested.

"In a letter dated March 10 to
the Town, we said the Board is pre-
pared to extend the deadline to
June 1," said Ross Virgo,
spokesperson for the York Region
District School Board. "In the 

interim, however, we are going to
proceed to the next step in listing
the property for sale.

"Any offers of interest that we
might receive prior to June 1 will be
shared with the Town. The Town
would, of course, continue to retain
the first right to purchase during
this period."

The extension until June comes
after an earlier deadline of March
15 had been requested by the pre-
vious council in November, which

was subsequently granted by the
School Board, to allow for the Town
to send in its own independent
people to go in and evaluate the
site to determine its “fair market
value”.

The Board formally declared the
property surplus on August 26.
When school sites are declared
surplus, they must be offered to
public agencies for a time.

The school board offered the
Please see page 12

Election date has been set
The next few weeks of early

spring will be a sea of blues, reds,
oranges, and greens as the public
settles into yet another federal elec-
tion, the fourth in seven years. 

Stephen Harper's Conservative
Government fell on a confidence
motion in the House of Commons
Friday afternoon where opposition
parties adopted a report finding the

Conservative government in con-
tempt of Parliament, the first time
this has happened in a
Commonwealth nation.

The following day, the Governor
General dissolved Parliament after a
meeting with the Prime Minister and
an election date was set for May 2. 

Federal candidates in this 
election for the riding of Newmarket-
Aurora include incumbent MP Lois
Brown for the Conservative Party of
Canada; Kyle Peterson for the
Liberal Party of Canada; Vanessa
Long for the Green Party of Canada;
and Dorian Baxter for the
Progressive Canadian Party.

Attempts to reach the local New
Democratic Party riding association
to confirm the name of their 
candidate were unsuccessful at
press time. 

Budget drops again
Aurora's projected 2011

budget increase now sits at 4.35
per cent, down from the 7.82 per
cent projected increase from
January following an additional
cut of $165,500 in salary gap-
ping for Central York Fire
Services, and a $285,000
reduction in the Town's cash to
capital reserves. 

As things stood at press time,
the 4.35 per cent budget
increase in Aurora, combined
with Regional taxes is projected
to have a 2.31 per cent impact
on your tax bill.

For an average Aurora prop-
erty assessed at $300,000, this
will mean a $0.13 daily increase
in taxes, a monthly hike of

$3.93, and an annual tax impact
of $47.19.

Councillors made the cuts at
a budget meeting recently.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, the tax hike stood at 5.93
per cent.

"As your financial advisor, I
think what you have before you

Please see page 12
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COMING EVENTS
APRIL 2-3

Lions Pancake Meal will be held Saturday and
Sunday, inside at the Lions Hall, corner of Victoria and
Mosley, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  For further information,
call 905-727-6079.

SATURDAY, APRIL 2
The Aurora Historical Society will hold an Opening

Reception for the exhibit “Arresting Images: Mugshots
from the OPP Museum” including lectures by docu-
mentary photographers, Johan Hallberg-Campbell
and Cheol Joon Baek from 5 to 8 p.m. tonight at the
Aurora Cultural Centre. The exhibit will continue until
May 19th. The two lecturers will speak between 6 and
7 p.m. at the Reception only.

TUESDAY, APRIL 5
It’s time to join the Tuesday Philosophy Club and

learn things like: What is the meaning of life? In a
friendly, informal atmosphere, the club will tackle this
question at the Aurora Public Library. No prior experi-
ence in philosophy required-just an inquisitive mind.
Event begins at 7 p.m. in the Lebovic Room. Pre-reg-
ister at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-
9493, option 4.

* * * *
New members who have not yet had the opportu-

nity to attend an orientation session are invited to the
Aurora Chamber of Commerce New Member
Orientation Breakfast this morning.  Held in the
Chamber office, 14483 Yonge Street at the corner of
Industrial Parkway South, from 7.30 a.m. to 8.45 a.m.,
this event will introduce new members to  the benefits
of membership with the Aurora Chamber.  Cost is 
complimentary to new members.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6
The Aurora Public Library hosts the discussion,

Investing in Today's Economy, with Aurora resident
Roger Strong. Find out how to treat your RRSP and
your debt, and balancing safety, responsibility and
return. Discussion begins at 7 p.m. in the Magna
Room and it’s free. Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

THURSDAY, APRIL 7
The Resourceful Mother's Secrets to Healthy Kids

Aurora Public Library hosts a free seminar with local
author and pediatric nutritionist Meredith Deasley at 7
p.m. in the Lebovic Room. Pre-register at the Adult
Information desk, 905-727-9493 option 4. 

APRIL 9-10
Lions Pancake Meal will be held Saturday and

Sunday, inside at the Lions Hall, corner of Victoria and
Mosley, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For further information,
call 905-727-6079.

APRIL14-15
The Aurora United Church Spring annual rum-

mage sale starts Friday at 1 p.m. and continues until 8
p.m. for the individual sale then resumes Saturday
from 9 a.m. until noon for the bag sale. For further
information call 905-727-1935.

SUNDAY, APRIL 17
The annual Rotary Club of Aurora Frog Race takes

place today in Tannery Creek. Money raised is going
to Easter Seals Camp Merrywood in support of a
Family in Aurora with three disabled children. Tickets
will be available at the Home Show or through any
Rotarian.

* * * *
Seedy Sunday happens today at the Aurora

Legion from noon to 4 p.m. Seedy Saturday and
Sundays are the days when the new gardening sea-
son begins in earnest. You can have an opportunity to
learn more about gardening, hone and share your gar-
dening skills, and buy or exchange vegetable and
flower seeds. Details at http://www.living-raw-
foods.com. For further information call 416-277-5432.

* * * * 
An eclectic cultural salon here in Aurora!  Inspired

by Margaret Webb's book "Apples to Oysters: A food
lover's guide to Canadian farms", there will be a read-
ing and book signing by the author, and food and drink
served at intermission. Musical performances will
include music from the films "Forrest Gump" and "The
Mission" performed by a chamber orchestra, and con-
ducted by a farmer.  Michael Schmidt, biodynamic
farmer will share his musical side with the audience.
Handel's Harp Concerto and Mozart's Oboe quartet
will usher in the Spring. There will be a guest appear-
ance by local dancers Radley August and Emily
Gould. Activity starts at 2.30 p.m. at the Aurora
Cultural Centre.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20
Terry Kelly of Ontario Early Years returns to Aurora

Public Library to discuss what the latest research is
saying about boys and literacy and how best to sup-
port your boy's learning. Event begins at 7 p.m. in the
Magna Room and it’s free. Pre-register at the Adult

Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493 option 4.
APRIL 26-29

For the third consecutive year, the Dr. G.W.
Williams Students’ Council will hold a spring rummage
sale and will accept donations of used or new books,
toys, appliances, furniture, games, and more (exclud-
ing clothing) for the sale. Drop off time is 4 p.m. to 7
p.m. at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School, in the
front foyer.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30
Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School Rummage

Sale today from 9 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. in the school’s
cafeteria.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11
Join local resident Phillip Hodgson for an interac-

tive seminar to learn about today's popular youth
drugs, the impact on the individual, the family and the
community, warning signs, and where to go for help.
Phillip is a psychotherapist and counsellor who works
and lectures in the field of addiction. Event begins at 7
p.m. in the Magna Room at the Aurora Library. 

* * * *
Wesley United Church, located at the intersection

of the Aurora Road and Woodbine Avenue, will hold its
annual roast beef dinner this evening. There will be
two seatings at  5 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. It will cost adults
$15, while children between six and 12 will pay $8.
Children under six are free, but they must have a tick-
et. For tickets call Sherry at 905-853-4915.

SATURDAY, MAY 14 
“I Love Rock & Roll” dinner dance takes place this

evening at Dinardo’s Mansion on Industrial Parkway
South beginning at 6 p.m. Dance to the music of
Freddie Vette and The Flames and meet and have
your picture taken with Elvis Presley, who is really
Kevin Mills from Richmond Hill. Tickets sell for $60 a
person, which includes a three-course meal and are
available at Aurora Used Books, 95 Edward Street.
Proceeds go to the Aurora-Newmarket District of
Community Living.  

TUESDAY, MAY 17
At 7.30 p,m. the Evergreen Choir, under the direc-

tion of Richard Heinzle, invites you to join them for
their Spring concert at the Aurora Seniors Centre, 90
John West Way, when they present "We’ll Sing you a
Song". Admission is $10 for adults, while children, 14
and under, are free. Tickets are available in advance at
the Seniors’ Centre and they’ll also be on sale at the
door. Refreshments will be served at intermission.

MAY 29-31
Another historic walk is planned on each of the

evenings listed above beginning at 7 p.m. Brought to
you by A Step In Time, the walks will present data
about where ghosts used to hang out in Aurora.
Advance tickets are $20 and 100 per cent of the pro-
ceeds will go to the Heart and Stroke and Crohns and
Colitis Foundations.

CONTINUING
Trinity Anglican Church "Clothes Closet", located

at 44 Metcalfe St., Aurora, is the local source for gen-
tly used women's, children's and men's clothing. All
monies raised are used to support the needy of
Aurora, since it goes directly to the "Welcoming Arms"
Ministry. Open weekday mornings, 9.30 a.m, to 11.30
a.m. and  Wednesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. The
Bag Sale happens the last Monday of each month.

* * * *
The Evergreen Choir, under the direction of

Richard Heinzle, meets every Wednesday afternoon
in the West-McKenzie Hall of the Aurora Seniors’
Centre. Members meet at 1.30 p.m. and rehearsals
are from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. New members are always
welcome. For more information call the desk at 
905-726-4767. 

* * * *
The Aurora Probus Club meets every second

Wednesday of the month at the Aurora Legion.
Memberships consist of retired and seni-retired
PROfressional and BUSiness people, hence the
name. New members are welcome. For more informa-
tion, call Marilyn Munslow at 905-727-9344 or Bob
Saunders at 905-841-3558.

* * * *
GRANAurora, the local Grandmothers To

Grandmothers group, meets monthly to raise aware-
ness, generate funds and lobby on behalf of the
grandmother care-givers in AIDS-ravaged Africa.  For
more information call Kay at 905-841-9318 or Joan at
905-727-5586.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St.

Andrew's Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria and
Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon meets every Tuesday at 8
p.m. at the Aurora United Church on Yonge Street.  For

more information go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.
* * * *

The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets
on the fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at
the Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway
North. Visitors are welcome for only $2. For more infor-
mation call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a

capella Sweet Adelines chorus, a group of women
who gather Tuesday evenings at the Old Fire Hall,
Newmarket, to sing, share in the harmo ny of friend-
ship and learn the barbershop art form. York
Highlands is always looking for new women who share
the love of a capella music. Call Karen at 905-726-
2113 or e-mail Vikki at informa-
tion@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-

Newmarket’s award winning chorus, is looking for
male singers. The group meets every Wednesday from
7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire Hall, 140 Main Street
South, in Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first

Wednesday of each month at the Aurora Legion. New
members are welcome. Call 905-727-5012 for more
information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions Club meets the second and

fourth Thursdays at the Aurora Lions Hall, corner of
Mosley and Victoria Streets. Co-ed club welcomes
new members. For further information, call 905-727-
6079.

* * * *
Martha's Table runs every Thursday in the hall of

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, corner of Mosley
and Victoria Streets. The volunteer-operated program
is offered between 11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. Lunch
cost is minimal. Last year, more than $6,000 was
given to local charities.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking

for new members. You do not have to be a police offi-
cer nor are you required to read music to volunteer.
The group rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30
and 9.30 p.m. For further information, contact the cho-
rus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the coordinator of
volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-0303, exten-
sion 6717.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at

Cardinal Carter School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m.,
and offer a program for 12 years and older boys and
girls.

* * * *
Queen’s York Rangers Army cadet corps has

openings for boys and girls aged 12 to 18. The group
parades every Friday night between 7 and 9 p.m.
There is no membership fee and those in high school
can earn community service hours through the pro-
gram. For further information, call 905-726-8600.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children’s Chorus welcomes treble

voices. It is a choir dedicated to nurturing and provid-
ing opportunities for children to express their musical
abilities. The chorus is open to boys and girls ages 5-
17. Contact the general director at keepsing-
ing@rogers.com

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS)

is looking for volunteers to assist with the activities in
its Adult Day Program. The positions call for a commit-
ment of a few hours a week at its Aurora location.
Various times are available. Call Christine at 905-713-
3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer

Club for boys and girls, age three to Grade 4 and the
Junior High Club for boys and girls, Grades 5 to 8, will
be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390
Industrial Parkway South. For more information call
905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at

the Community Bible Church on Bathurst Street just
south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more
information e-mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoff-
mann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Tuesday evenings at

8.15 p.m. at the Aurora Heights Public School and
Friday mornings at St. Andrews' Presbyterian Church
beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are needed and
beginners are welcome. For more information, call
Helen at 905-713-3439 or Agnes at 905-841-2747.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday at 6.30

p.m. at Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New members are
welcome. For further information call 905-713-9356.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148

meets the first and third Tuesday of each month at 8
p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington. For
more information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first

Thursday of each month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57
Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third

Saturday each month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30
a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call
905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night

at Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the
Aurora Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds

monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety
of speakers. Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.

"TRIUMPHANT SPIRIT"
presents

 

 
Charles Demuynck, Guest Conductor  Guest Artist: Joanna Tang, Violin

 
Program:

 

Saturday April 9 - 8:00pm at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora... 79 Victoria Street
Sunday April 10 - 7:30pm at Richmond Hill Centre for Performing Arts... 10268 Yonge St

 
Tickets Saturday: Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $12

Sunday: Adults $30, Seniors $25, Students $15

DVORAK Scherzo Capriccioso - SIBELIUS Violin Concerto
BORODIN In The Steppes of Central Asia - BORODIN Symphony #2

Aurora Home Show 2011
25th AnniversaryCelebration of Style

� Over 150 Exhibitors
� Inspiring Feature Area
� Live Entertainment
� Beer Garden
� Mini Putt
� Face Painting
� Door Prizes

Aurora Community Centre, 1 Community Centre Lane

FRIDAY APRIL 15
2 PM – 9 PM

SATURDAY APRIL 16
9 AM – 6 PM

SUNDAY APRIL 17
10 AM – 5 PM

Sponsored in part by: 

Celebration of StyleAurora Home Show 2011
25th Anniversary

Children
under 6 FREE

Celebration of Style
Aurora Home Show 2011

25th Anniversary

Admission $2

Aurora Chamber of Commerce

www.aurorahomeshow.ca
905-727-7262



THE AURORAN, Week of March 29, 2011 - 3      

FOR SALESOLD

Direct: 905-727-1961

Susan Cowen 
Sales Representative

susan@susancowen.com

York Group
Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

People you know...

people you trust!

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East, Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

AAuurrooraa HHoommee HHaarrddwwaarree BBuuiillddiinngg CCeennttrree 
289 Wellington Street East, Aurora  L4G 6H6

g
Check here next week for more bargains

AURORA        HOME HARDWARE

CLEARANCE CORNERCLEARANCE CORNER

* While supplies last

2Only

Reg: $6.99    1 7/8” x 164’  # 5540-220

HEAVY DUTY DUCT TAPE

each

Strong • Durable • Waterproof

77$ *

efficiency toilets

$75 
Regional 

mail-in coupon 
with purchase

Dual Flush 
# WM2631

Only
Reg: $169.99 

$129
* While quantities last 

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

York Regional Police is celebrating 40 years as a unit in York, and displayed five of the cars used by
police over the years at its new facility in Aurora Tuesday. They are, left to right, models from 1990, 1953,
2011, 1971 and 1996. In front of each, wearing the dress of the day, are, left to right, PC Mike Quirk, retired
Glenn Phillips, Sergeant Gary Phillips (No relation to Glenn), PC Tim Skinner and PC Trevor Draves.
Sergeant Phillips is standing in front of a current police car, which is equipped with a computer and a
video camera. On Thursday, April 28, York Regional Police will hold their annual Police Appreciation
Night Dinner and the 40th anniversary will be the theme of the evening. On hand for Tuesday’s car 
display were the officer in charge of the fleet, Sergeant Lloyd Dow, and Traffic Bureau Staff Sergeant
Brad Bulmer.                                                                                                         Auroran photo by David Falconer  

York Regional Police are seeking the public’s help
in identifying the person in this photo, who
allegedly stole a credit card in Georgina and used
it in several electronic stores, including Best Buy
in Aurora.

Police seek suspect
who stole credit card

Two months ago, at 11.26
a.m. the suspect shown in
the photo below was in the
Best Buy store located at 52
First Commerce Drive in the
east end of Aurora.

At that location the sus-
pect purchased almost
$1,200 worth of electronics
with a credit card that was
stolen from a parked vehicle
earlier that same day in

Georgina. 
Later the same day at

12.19 p.m. the suspect
attended the Best Buy store
located at 18151 Yonge
Street in the Town of East
Gwillimbury.

The suspect purchased
just over $1,600 worth of
electronics using the same
stolen credit card.

And then again at 12.45

p.m. the suspect attended
the Future Shop located at
17890 Yonge Street in
Newmarket.

The suspect attempted to
purchase just over $800
worth of electronics and pay
for the purchase with the
same stolen credit card, how-
ever the transaction was
declined.

If you know the suspect
responsible for this crime or
have any knowledge of this
or any other crime but wish to
remain anonymous, call
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS, leave an anony-
mous tip on-line at
http://www.1800222tips.com
or text message your tip to
CRIMES (274637) starting
with the word YORK.

If the information you pro-
vide helps solve the case you
may be eligible for cash
reward of up to $2,000.

You never have to identify
yourself or testify in court.

Councillors pull big-ticket items
pending meeting with the public

Last week councillors
voted to take a number of
big ticket projects off the
2011 draft budget and refer
them to a workshop later
this spring after the receipt
of the Town's new draft
Strategic Plan for further
public consultation and dis-
cussion.

Items taken off the budg-
et for the future meeting

include renovations at Town
Hall, the creation of a Joint
Operations Centre, the cre-
ation of a dedicated youth
space, and several projects
related to the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex, ranging
from converting the existing
lift to an elevator and retro-
fitting the ice plant.

The meeting, which will
be held in public, is expect-

E-mail from police
is a hoax, they say

York Regional Police say
it’s a hoax.

They are advising the pub-
lic that an e-mail circulating
on the Internet titled Message
from York Regional Police is a
hoax.

The e-mail advises recipi-
ents to warn the women in
their lives about a dangerous
substance that is transferred
from one person to another by
way of a business card.

The e-mail names mem-
bers of York Regional Police
and Niagara Regional Police
and contains the York
Regional Police letterhead
design.

The e-mail says that a
stranger approaches women
and hands them a business
card.

The “victim” is then said to
have trouble breathing as a
result of a noxious substance
on the card called burundan-
ga.

What is burundanga? 
Burundanga is the street

version of a pharmaceutical
drug called scopolamine,
according to a Google report.

It is made from the extracts
of plants in the nightshade
family such as henbane and
jimson weed. It's a deliriant,
meaning it can induce symp-
toms of delirium such as dis-

ed to be scheduled "as soon
as is practical" but could take
place as late as June. 

"It is proposed that a
workshop be scheduled to
review in one sitting all of
these projects," said Aurora
Treasurer Dan Elliott in a
report. "The workshop would
be scheduled likely for June,
following receipt by council
of a draft report on the
strategic plan allowing these
discussions to be informed
as such.

"There is no necessity to
hold the workshop in closed
session, although should the
Committee decide, the legis-
lation would permit the ses-
sion to be closed to the pub-
lic subject to the necessary
procedural rules of such.
Staff recommend that it be
open to the public for obser-
vation, however, delegations
and presentations from the
public would not be enter-
tained during the session."

Members of the public
wanting to comment on the
various items, were invited to
contact the mayor and/or
individual councillors prior to
the meeting. If it is the wish
of council to add these proj-
ects back into the budget by
amendment they can do so
"with no impact to the then
approved tax rate," noted Mr.
Elliott.

Although the meeting is
expected to take place to
June, it was suggested at a
recent council meeting that
staff move the date up to the
earliest practical date.

Councillors were expect-
ed to continue their budget
deliberations Monday.

orientation, loss of memory,
hallucinations, and stupor. 

In powdered form scopo-
lamine can be easily mixed
into food or drink, or blown
directly into victims' faces,
forcing them to inhale it. 

A York Police spokesman
assures the public the e-mail
is not legitimate and the infor-
mation is not true.

If you receive the e-mail,
immediately delete it and do
not forward it to anyone on
your contact list. 

For further information
contact the York 
Regional Police Corporate
Communications Bureau at 1-
866-876-5423, ext. 7099 or
7977.

Fawzia Karim B.A. CGA 

(905) 713-4786f1karim@yahoo.ca

Accounting, bookkeeping 
& payroll services

2011INDIVIDUAL 
 TAX RETURNS
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Letters to the Editor

Published weekly by The Auroran Publications Inc.
at 95 Edward Street,

Aurora, L4G 1W1

E d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

100 Watts 
By Christopher Watts

Couple of weeks ago, I, and others, attended a media
event at the Aurora Legion regarding the Legion’s success
in obtaining the Canadian dart championships later this
year.

Darts?
So, I’m not a “dartist”, couldn’t hit the broad side of a

barn door if I tried.
Which is probably why my hockey career is down the

tubes. Couldn’t score a goal to save my life.
But, it’s a big deal for the Aurora Legion, and they’re

doing everything in their power to make it a successful
event.

So, I’m sure it will be...as long as I’m not part of it.
The championships will take place May 13 to 15th and

the public is invited to attend.
“One of the reasons Aurora decided to submit the appli-

cation was because 2011 marks the 65th anniversary of
the branch and we wanted to welcome the nation as well
as the general public,” said branch president Rick Preston.

Preston, by the way, is also chairman of the dart com-
mittee.

“We have tried to schedule events to encourage Aurora
residents to participate in the town hosting a National
Championships,” he said.

So, here’s how the weekend shapes up:
Friday, May 13: Wings and Frings Dinner from 5 to 7.30

p.m. That will cost you seven bucks.
At 8 p.m. the Blind Draw Doubles Dart Tournament will

take place. This is where the public can play the competi-
tors and, if that’s your bag, it’ll cost you five bucks to reg-
ister. Entertainment will be available in the lounge.

Saturday, May 14: At 8.45 a.m. there will be a parade
of participants and the Opening Ceremonies will take
place. Singles competition happens at 9.30 a.m. Between
11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m., there will be a barbeque lunch
served. Doubles competition starts at 1 p.m. At 7 that
evening, you can jump into (no, not literally) a spaghetti
dinner for nine bucks. At 8 p.m., a games night, including
a Canadian Trivia Competition, featuring the 10 provincial
dart teams, will take place in the lounge. If you want to get
involved, outside teams can jump in (no, not literally) for
five bucks a person.

Sunday, May 15: The teams’ competition will take place
beginning at 9.30 a.m. That will be followed by a lunch buf-
fet from 11 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Seven bucks. The Awards
Banquet and Closing Ceremonies happens at 7 p.m. that
evening and for 20 bucks, you’re invited to attend.

“We invite the general public to come and watch the
competition and participate in the weekend’s activites,”
said organizer Mike Kenny. “Shuttle vans will be available
throughout the weekend to make sure everyone gets
home safely.”

Speaking of shuttle vans, you’ll be pleased to know that
Aurora’s McAlpine Motors is the main sponsor of the
event.

“Not only are they providing vehicles to transport the
competitors from the airport to Aurora,” Mike said, “they
have also agreed to sponsor the Tournament dart boards.”

Molson Breweries has also agreed to be a main spon-
sor of the event.

Want more information? Call Mike at 289-221-9788 or
send him an e-mail at mike.cosam@gmail.com.

So, I really don’t know what to do on Saturday night...
watch the darts or go to Dinardo’s Mansion for the Rock
and Roll dance.

Don’t ask me
to throw a dart

At one time cricket was played on the fields at St. Andrew’s College in Aurora, but now you can only
watch others play it near Seneca College in King Township.  This picture shows the cricket fields at St.
Andrew’s, taken from a postcard in former councillor Bob McRoberts collection. For many years, the
Toronto Argonaut football team used the field to select its players.

Okay, I give up,
where’s Spring?

To the editor,

WARNING: The follow-
ing could contain informa-
tion not suitable for those
with squeamish stomachs
or those who have never
been caretakers for a dog.

What’s with this snow –
it was supposed to be
Spring?

I even hung out my
sheets on the line this past
weekend.

I was sooooo looking for-
ward to putting the boots,
scarves and hats away for a
couple of months – I really
am getting to hate Winter!

The only redeeming
quality of Winter is that
heavy clothing covers up a
multitude of body imperfec-
tions!

Although with the com-
ing of Spring comes the
backyard cleanup.

Having two large dogs I
try very hard to clean up
the “poop” regularly so that
I don’t have the thawed
mounds of doggy dodo to
contend with once the ice
and snow melt.

It is a very “shitty” job –
and those of you who look
after man’s best friend
know of what I speak.

I warned you that I would
be providing sensitive infor-
mation.

I look at forecasts, not
only for driving conditions,
like most people I know, but
to determine when a new
snowfall is coming so that I
can shovel up the latest
dog backyard presents
before they are covered up!

Then there is the ice to
contend with – once again I
have visions of me trying to
scoop up poop, one of my
beasts running directly in
my path, butting me and
then me losing my balance
and then taking a header
landing, of course, right in a
thawed pile of excrement.

Believe it or not it hap-
pened once and I don’t
intend to relive the experi-
ence.

Then there is the MUD!
Every year I lay sod try-

ing to offset the never-end-
ing areas of mud that
appear every Spring in my
backyard.

Just imagine two very
large dogs playing outside,
in the mud, (like we all did
when we were kids and
actually played outside all
year round) then they try to
push their way into my
kitchen, gingerly tiptoeing
past the dreaded bucket at
the back door.

Eight paws at least six
times a day!

Think about it!

They want in – so they
have become resigned to
the fact that they have to
have their feet washed.
Actually they love to play in
the mud but really don’t like
to be dirty for too long – at
least one of them thinks
she is a “princess”.

The geese are back and
I have seen lots of robins,
chipmunks and I am sure it
won’t be long before the
ducks, skunks and rac-
coons make their appear-
ance.

I saw, until this latest
snow, the small green
shoots starting in my
flowerbeds.

Now back to “the poop”

for a moment.
I always feed the geese

and have had as many as
38 on my front lawn at a
time.

Did you know that as
long as you feed them they
don’t poo where they eat, at
least not much?

You have to stop feeding
them so they will fly south -
then watch out for the “shit
to hit the front porch”.

So far I have determined
that I dread November and
February.

Now it looks like March
is going to take third place.

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

Town paid little
for this solictor 
To the editor,

My father, Lorne Lee,
after serving two or three
years on Town Council in
the thirties,  took on the job
of town solicitor for a further
30 years.

As far as I can find out,
he did not invoice the town

for those 30 years.
He may have received

the odd $100 now and then.
Are the present town

solicitor(s) giving of their
services for next to noth-
ing?

Gordon Lee
LaSalle, Quebec

Spring may have suffered from a false start, but spring
cleaning is definitely underway. 

With so many things to shed often the easiest of the 3 R's
is the one that is least upheld: Re-use.

I have noticed when driving through Aurora’s streets on
garbage day there are often several items with much life left
in them amongst the trash.

Items that are re-used save both the energy of recycling
and reduce the energy needed to produce new items.

I’m eager to hear your suggestions as to how we can all
work together to find new uses for our old stuff.

Time to re-use



Trip to Florida

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston
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By Stephen Somerville 

By Frank Klees 
MPP Newmarket-Aurora 

You are a newly elected school board trustee.
A group of parents want to meet with you to discuss 

a controversial issue.
This is why you wanted to be a trustee - to help resolve

issues and be a voice for parents and students and ensure
that the more than $1.25 billion school board budget is 
properly managed.

Before you can schedule the meeting, you're told that you
can't meet in private with parents and that if there are to be
any meetings, school board staff have to be present.

How would you react?
Not possible, you say.
After all, what does a school board trustee do, if not 

represent the people who elected them?
Good question, and it's precisely that question that I took

up with the Minister of Education this past week. 
My question to the Minister as recorded by Hansard:
"Trustees elected to the York Region District School Board

have been told that it's inappropriate for them to meet in 
private with parents who want to discuss issues related to
school board policy. Parents, and the trustees elected to 
represent them want to know whether this directive has come
from the minister. If so, how can the minister so blatantly
undermine the role of an elected trustee?" 

The Minister's response had nothing to do with my 
question, so I tried again: 

"These are parents from York Region who simply want to
meet with their trustees to talk about public school board

issues.
“The Director of Education has, in fact, told trustees that

they are not allowed to meet with parents in private to 
discuss these issues.

“They're being told that a staff member must attend every
meeting that trustees have with parents.

“I would like to know...since when is it appropriate for
trustees, duly elected, not to be allowed by the Director of
Education to meet with parents in private?

“Will the minister stand in her place and tell us whether
she believes it is appropriate and, if so, will she send a 
directive to this Director and every other Director who would
undermine the role of trustees in this province?"

The Minister's response: 
"I very much appreciate the question. It is an important

one.
“Certainly, trustees are accountable to the people who

have elected them.
“They are not accountable to the school board administra-

tion when it comes to dealing with the people who elected
them.

“I would say that trustees do have a responsibility to the
people who elected them; that there is nothing in the
Education Act that would say that a trustee should not meet
with their constituents. That is very clear. Nothing has
changed with this government.

“In fact, we believe that locally-elected boards are
accountable to their communities and the best way to do that

is to meet with the people who elected them."
Now we were making progress.
The minister confirmed what I had told the trustee who

brought this issue to my attention.
Not only CAN trustees meet with parents in private, but

they have a RESPONSIBILITY to be responsive to the 
people who elected them to oversee the administration of
education in their community. 

Unelected staff in control

Good for this trustee for coming forward with his concerns.
Hopefully, the exposure of this overt attempt to undermine

the role of elected trustees has clarified who is accountable
to whom.

And hopefully, it will embolden our trustees to assume
their legislated authority to represent the parents who 
elected them and to hold the Director of Education and his
administration accountable for their actions. 

My observation has been that all too often, trustees have
been expected to simply rubber stamp decisions made by
the administration.

It's time that they took back control of the decision-making
for which they were elected.  

As always, I welcome your comments and advice 
concerning this or any other issue by contacting me through
my website at www.frankklees.ca or by calling me at 
905-750-0019. 

Before this column returns next week to the local themes of peo-
ple, politics and public affairs, below are some unconnected, stream-
of-conscious and (most likely) incoherent musings and observations
regarding my recent trip to Florida. 

As my seven-year-old son gets to enrich the lives of his Grade 2
classmates by recounting - on his Leader day - about events in his
life, it would only seem fitting that I get to do the same for my readers
in Aurora.

The reflections from our just finished family vacation to Disney
World can be broken down into a couple of areas: t-shirts, food, and
my rather well known (and soundly ridiculed) prognosticating ability.

One of my favourite pastimes when I am in Florida is to read the
t-shirts of people at the various Disney World theme parks. 

T-shirts - like bumper stickers - say a lot about people.
They are a way for individuals to express their individuality and to

make a particular statement. 
Witness a couple of the slogans that I saw last year:
"You can either be: a) Gun Victim, or b) Gun Owner - You Decide".
This kind of caught my attention. The gentleman wearing this shirt

was a slightly built, unassuming guy pushing a middle aged woman
in a wheel chair. Made me wonder what his story was.

Or the eight-year-old boy wearing a shirt that read "I work at my
optimum level in the early going - then I leave it to the second string
to mop up". Hmmm?

I was not disappointed this year in my continuing quest to find
interesting t-shirts.

I saw a 65-year-old man wearing a "Give Tiger a break Obama is

screwing the whole country" shirt. Although he was supposed to be
in the self-proclaimed "Happiest Place on Earth", he did not look at
all happy and I did not see a wife or any children with him.

I did get a chuckle out of the early twenties guy wearing a shirt
that said "I am out of my mind - please leave a message".

Some people wear t-shirts that seem so out of character or are
so age inappropriate.

One boy - probably about 12 - wore a shirt that read "I will be your
private dancer". I am still trying to figure this one out.

One of my favourite shirts, and I saw two different people wear-
ing them, said "I reserve the right to arm bears".

These shirts had a picture on the front of a huge grizzly bear hold-
ing a shotgun.

Although I did not see the following t-shirt on this particular trip, a
number of years ago down in Florida I spotted a guy with my all time
favourite: "Nixon and Agnew - Rested, Relaxed and Ready to Roll in
92".

You may be wondering what 'ole Somerville was wearing on this
trip.

Good question and I am glad you asked.
I wore a golf shirt every day, topped off with my Toronto Maple

Leafs baseball cap.
The Leafs cap did elicit a few responses.
A guy wearing an authentic Sidney Crosby Pittsburgh Penguins

shirt shot me a rather disdainful look while in line at the Epcot theme
park.

But while I was sitting on the curb trying to have a quick nap near

the Splash Mountain ride in the Magic Kingdom theme park a guy
walks by and says "Go Leafs Go" and shoots me a big smile!

As we all know, the size of food portions in the U.S. is a tad on the
large size.

My wife started sharing my son's meals as she was concerned
about the quantity of food she was consuming.

That did not stop her or Ryan though from having their twice (or
more) daily Mickey Mouse Ice Cream fix!

The last component to our trip was the NCAA men's basketball
tournament - also commonly referred to as "March Madness".

Everyone in Florida was talking about the 68-team field and the
preparation of their office pool brackets.

I am also a big college hoops fan and I made my office pool selec-
tions.

As many readers know, my track record at political races is rather
abysmal.

My most inglorious pick was that then Prime Minister Kim
Campbell would win 100 seats for the Federal Tories back in 1993!
She only fell 98 seats short!

With the first three rounds of the tournament completed, I will go
way out on a limb and predict that the number one ranked college
team in the United States, the Ohio State Buckeyes will be victorious
at the Final Four next week.

And, before I forget, the Leafs will just sneak into the playoffs.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Who's in charge?
Frankly Speaking

Front Porch
Perspective
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 
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Sat 10 - 5 
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15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store
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with 100’s 
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LIGHTING 
IDEAS
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“Talk to me and discover how 
The Plan by Investors Group™

Can help put more money in 
your pocket today.” 

Visit my new website:

 jenniferchristensen.com 
Please call for upcoming seminar information

Jennifer Christensen, 
B.A. CFP, CDFA, TEP

Ph. 905-726-8236

Bathroom 
& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Governments should work for people, they say
To the editor,

re:  "Mayor doesn't
understand", they say
(week of March 15)

We are sure we are not
the only ones who believe
governments are meant to
work for the people not just
decide how to spend our tax
dollars and force feed us a
corporate agenda or lobby
group's desires.

Call us idealists, dream-
ers, revolutionists whatever,
but we want change and we
act (not just write) because
we long for a time we've
never experienced.

We have a nostalgic
intrinsic longing for increased
citizen validation and partici-
pation in all our community
affairs and relationships.   

We long for a time, where
mayor and council actually
reach out to the people, go
into our neighbourhoods,
onto our streets and engage
in dialogue with the average
'Joe or Joette', asking what
our concerns are, what we
feel needs attention and
solutions we may have.

In a country which touts

such amazing human rights
and claims that the "individ-
ual is respected and the gov-
ernment accountable to the
people", it is not right for any
politician, any mayor or coun-
cil to defer people to "staff"
and certainly not to ignore
them.

We want action from
those elected not those
hired.  

How did it happen that
mayor and councils have
become a facade, an elected
group of 'nodders' and 'sign-
ers' throughout Canada in
most of our little towns, big
cities?  

We want to open partici-
pation, not close it down.

One can see when it
began hanging on the walls
in Town Hall, in the pictures
of past mayors, the year
mayoral chains came into
place and the people lost
their value.

Social activist Saul
Alinsky asserts, "There can
be no darker or more devas-
tating tragedy than the death
of man's faith in himself and
in his power to direct his
future".  

Should our leaders’ main

goal not be to ensure within
the people the "idea of
importance and worth of the
individual?"

From our experiences to
date since 2002,  we are dis-
illusioned with our system
because it is unfair and
allows for mistreatment.  

The people, Mother
Earth, the animals and chil-
dren's future have been
defenceless to severe
Corporate Bullyism nation-
wide.

Projects forced unto
opposing people at the whim
of "We don't care what you
say, we are doing it anyway."
It has been another version
of dictatorship.

We need a system which
allows all members of our
community to express their
concerns and have these
concerns validated.

We need a system which
ensures our community
receives all sides of a project
before it goes to works.  

We need to strive for a
system whose goal is to
achieve consensus on all
issues of importance best
achieved through a 
neighbourhood vote, then to

a community vote.
For example, Aurora, if we

want to stimulate our local
economy, create massive
employment, encourage
industry and individual busi-
ness, we suggest a vote to
determine if we want to
endorse hemp and cannabis.

We suggest that all
Aurora's remaining land be
bought for farmland, creating
greenhouses and growing
hemp and cannabis.  

We are entering a global
food shortage whether we
wish to face this grim reality
or not. More than half our
planet is one already. 

Hemp can feed us,
replace oil, make paint,
houses, clothing and Henry
Ford made a car out of hemp
which re-formed after being
hit with a sledge hammer.

Cannabis is a medicine,
not a drug, and is no worse
than alcohol domestic
assaults statistics prove and
many police will attest to this.  

It becomes addictive on
the streets when other chem-
icals are added to it, police
will attest to this, too.

It can relieve many a 
person’s pain and research

shows it can cure cancer.
Can you imagine, Aurora,

we could be global leaders of
innovation.

The underground profits
in Canada of cannabis are
$22 billion and with this the
word "budget" could be dis-
carded forever because prof-
its would be everywhere.

We seek moral communi-
ties rather mass societies.
We seek to simplify and
beautify our community
rather than purely make
things bigger and faster.  

We seek to slow down our
consuming development
because if we don't act to do
this now, Aurora will not have
any green space in the future
for her children.

To end, Aurora doesn't
exist in a bubble and to date
the people's will in our coun-
try has been denied.

We got much to think

about to create a better
future.  We hope this brings
on a serious discussion for
change.  

P.S. The destruction of the
construction in the McKenzie
Marsh is worse than we
thought.  Why? Why? Why?
Why was this trail so impor-
tant? 

We really want to know
and would like to hear from
councillors past and present
why you supported this tragic
demise of the animals’
homes?

It is truly unreal what is
happening in the McKenzie
Marsh for a trail. It's a mess!

Looks to us like this land
is up to be expropriated. Can
we see the plans printed in
our paper for this project?  

Heidi G. A. Stoecklin
David Philp
Aurorans for World peace

Staff should be commended
for building the boardwalk
To the editor,

R e :  B o a r d w a l k
t h r o u g h  M c K e n z i e
Marsh. Mayor doesn’t
understand, they say:
Letter, The Auroran,
March 15

I thought that this
issue was long since
resolved.

Folks, let’s not get
away from reality, the

area was and remains a
swamp and is protected
as a significant wetlands.

Boardwalks are an
accepted worldwide
means of access-
ing/bisecting wetlands
and provide excellent
oppor tunities to view
wildlife.

As for the “destruction
underway”, winter is the
best time to work and
offers the least amount of

negative impact to the
ecosystem.

Reptiles and amphib-
ians are happily buried in
the mud and migratory
birds are not on the
scene.

What you forget is
that, in general, wildlife
are extremely adaptable
to short-term disruptions.

The question then
becomes “can some
humans adapt and accept

change?”
In my view, the board-

walk will provide great
teaching and viewing
opportunities for the com-
munity.

As for the so-called
“footprint”, last week I
counted 10 pairs of
Canada Geese and sever-
al mallards and many
more birds could be heard
in the treed areas.

The pond was 60 per
cent ice covered at the
time.

This week, the planking
is being laid.

The whole project and
staff should be commend-
ed for a superlative job.

And finally, please stop
whining like spoiled chil-
dren who don’t get their
own way.

Your views were heard
and rejected.

Aurora needs this link
with the Nokiidaa Trail.

P.C. Smith
Aurora 

When will they repair
Trillium Drive, he asks
To the editor,

Caught your article
about "street face lifts".

Where does one start?
I travel a lot down Tyler,

there has been a sign
"advertising" poor surface
for almost or more than
two years...when will it be
repaired?

I am very fortunate to
own three "olde" British
sport cars...2 Austin
Healey's and a Jag 
E-Type.

First of all, do you know
how LOW to the ground
these cars ride, plus the
suspension is not the
greatest, no shocks on the
AH!

So, I am having to plot
my way around town not
only for those roads which
are in dire need of resur-
facing, but also those
damn speed bumps.

I live on Trillium, have
for 24 years, never seen
road work done on it, plus
the two roads to get to

Trillium, Golf Links and
Kennedy have speed
bumps!

Is it the Region’s way of
reducing a cars speed, by
keeping the roads in such
poor state? 

Ian Allison
Aurora
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14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

To the editor,

Everyone at the EYR
(Epilepsy York Region)
office has been tremen-
dously busy with
Epilepsy March
Awareness and Purple
Day.

We have reached
many people with our
message and the munic-
ipalities in York Region
have proclaimed March
26th as Purple Day in
their municipalities.

Next week we will be
sending you a summary
of all our Purple Day
activities.

Below is a poem that
came across my desk
written by Joshua Danoff
in honor of Purple Day
2011 that I would like to
share with you.

This poem was
inspired by Lewis
Carroll, the famous
writer with epilepsy.
“Sometimes I’ve
believed as many as six
impossible things before
breakfast”, from Carroll’s
book “Alice in
Wonderland”, was the
basis of a writing contest
and was won by 14-year-
old Joshua Danoff for his
poem “Six Impossible
Things”.  I hope you
enjoy it.

Six Impossible Things
By JOSHUA DANOFF

I have sometimes
believed

in six impossible
things

before breakfast. 
Things like being

equal,
accepted, and not
only accepted,

but welcomed.
Things like a lack of

social stigma
and more education

for society,
because Epilepsy

comes in
many shapes and

many sizes.
Things like more

research
about Epilepsy and

the brain
because more

research
means more treat-

ments.
Things like a lack of

stereotypes.
just because I have

Epilepsy doesn't mean
I drop every time I
have a seizure

or can give you my
Epilepsy.

Things like support.
Social stigmas and

stereotypes
turn a lot of people

away.
Things like a lack of

discrimination.
Epilepsy does not

change my work ethic
or ability to excel in

whatever I decide to do.
Six impossible things
do not have to be 

impossible.
Help from me and

you
means we can make

it possible.
Six impossible things
might not be possible

before breakfast
or lunch or dinner.
But six impossible

things
could be possible

eventually.

Pat Ashby
Chairperson
Aurora

Purple Day makes
Epilepsy message 
very clear in York

This retired parks man
upset over truck colour
To the editor,

About 50 years ago, in the
old Council Chamber on Yonge
Street, my application was
accepted to set up the first Parks
Department for our town.

Being a dream position, I
never slept that night wondering
where to start!

Rising early the next morn-
ing, forgetting breakfast, I toured
every park in town and set my
agenda for the years to come.  I
wanted and needed to do more
than just cut grass!

My theme...GREEN!
Green would be my total

focus for trees and grass for the

next few years.
Fertilizer and tender loving

care brought the colour to
fruition.

In the 1960's, the town
received a grant of $27,000 for
parks.

I submitted a plan for Fleury
Park to council and received the
go ahead to GREEN Fleury
Park.

It is still the best and the most
heavily used park in our Town.

It is with joy and many happy
memories that this park is my
view as I sit on my condo bal-
cony.

Go GREEN was my trade-
mark for the high standards in

your parks.
After going it alone for many

years, I struck it lucky to hire Jim
Tree from a local golf club.

Jim had the same visions as
I, and would get upset that we
could not go ahead with all the
projects we dreamed of.

In those days at budget time
a letter came from council giving
us a paltry two per cent
increase.  This meant no new
projects.

We carried forward, worked
well together without too many
arguments to give the residents
of Aurora what I think is the best
parks system for a town our size.

The GREEN TEAM broke

up when I retired and it was only
natural for Jim to take over from
me.

He soon found that he would-
n't be alone as I continued to look
over his shoulder and talk parks
with him.  

The purpose of this letter is
someone at the Town Hall is in
the process of getting rid of the
GREEN trademark by turning
our GREEN trucks to WHITE
(say it isn't so!).

If you think that your Parks
Department should be able to
keep their trademark green
trucks, e-mail your Mayor, at
gdawe@e-aurora.ca.

Let him know that GREEN
trucks = Parks Department.

You could also send the
same letter to the editor of The
Auroran and give him the same
reasons for wanting to keep
GREEN in the forefront.

He’s at RWall9999
@aol.com.

It would mean very much to
Jim and I to see that our GREEN
vision will not fade to white…..

Norm Weller
Aurora 

Protect the few mature trees
left in Aurora, twosome says

An Open Letter to 
Aurora’s mayor and 
members of council

Are we ready to consolidate
our efforts to protect the few
mature trees left in our Town?

We do have a unique oppor-
tunity now, before it’s too late to
take action and to preserve the
trees in Aurora!

We strongly encourage you
to bring to the table for discussion
the property owner from Daniels
LR Corporation and to come up
to a mutual agreement to convert
the area to a Community park in
the Bayview-St. John’s Sideroad
area, which will benefit the entire
community including the new
residential site of Daniels.

Mr. Paul DeMelo, Legal rep-
resentative of Daniels LR
Corporation and Mr. Reno
Augostino, Project Manager for
the subject property develop-
ment, need also to be brought
back to the Town discussion for
protecting of the trees.

We do not agree with the
statement from the Kuntz
Forestry Consulting Inc. that the
trees are not of a significant
value.

As citizens of Aurora we
request that a re-evaluation of the
trees on this property is complet-
ed by Kuntz Forestry Consulting
Inc Company or another
Certified Arborist Company
working with the Town of Aurora.

We want to see a new, recent
evaluation of the trees on this
property based on their current
market value and strongly
believe that we as citizens of
Aurora have the rights to further
inquire about the value of  these
trees.

The Memorandum of Mr.
Ramuro presents the summary
of this case, however we want to
see it expanded with an action
plan for protecting the trees by
rezoning the area accordingly.

We are requesting your
immediate action for preserving
the trees in the Bayview Avenue-
St. John’s Sideroad area.

Svetoslava and George
Topouzovi
Aurora

Eight-year-old Aurora artist Angel Antonio-Waskul is pictured with one of his 
paintings which will soon go on display at the Aurora Cultural Centre. This
painting will be joined by two more of Angel's works in an effort to raise funds
for the Canadian Red Cross for victims of the recent earthquake and tsunami
in Japan.                                                                   Auroran photo by Brock Weir



8 - THE AURORAN, Week of March 29, 2011 

Town refutes the numbers
of animals killed by OSPCA

The Town should look
at alternative animal con-
trol providers and meth-
ods over the OSPCA
when their contract with
the group comes up for
review, say animal wel-
fare activists.

The comments were
made about the suitability
of the Ontario Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals at a recent
general committee meet-
ing where four concerned
parties - including a for-
mer volunteer at the
Newmarket shelter -
came forward to express
their concerns. 

One of those appear-
ing was Liz White, who
spoke on behalf of the
Animal All iance of
Canada.

Her primary concern,
she said, was the "very
high" level of euthanasia
at the Newmarket shelter.

Of the 160 cats
brought into the shelter in
2009, 43 per cent were
euthanized for various
reasons, she noted.

"Of all the reasons
given, time and space
was the second largest,
so it wasn't that the cats
were ill or injured or in
any other way compro-
mised, it was that they
didn't have any time or
space for these animals,"
she said. 

The ability of the York
Region branch of the
OSPCA to handle wildlife
situations was also called
into question with Ms.
White noting that while 39
per cent of the OSPCA's
intake was comprised of
wildlife but 65 to 85 per
cent were euthanized.

"Only two were
released back into the
wild and only three were
transferred to other facili-
ties so it is a pretty grim
picture," she said. "It
doesn't have to be this
way. If you look at the
Town of Clarington, not
dissimilar in size or geog-
raphy, they run their own
shelter. Of all the animals
that come, only eight per
cent are euthanized."

Continuing the discus-
sion of wildlife and the
shelter was Nathalie
Karvonen, executive
director of the Toronto
Wildlife Centre which,
she said, regularly gets
calls from Aurora pertain-
ing to wildlife issues.
Wildlife issues need to be
handled by people with
proper training and expe-
rience that have the facil-
it ies and equipment to
respond to issues that
crop up, which are by
nature very different from
domestic animal situa-
tions, she said.

"You can have swans
flash frozen into ice, coy-
otes with broken legs, fal-
cons that are trapped in
enormous warehouses,

beavers that fall into
pits...or something as
simple as a child disturb-
ing a nest of baby rabbits
and bringing it home to
present it to the parents,"
she said. "All these situa-
tions need to be handled
by someone with wildlife
expertise. 

"When this happens
[they] need emergency
care and they need it fast.
Unfortunately this situa-
tion in Aurora right now is
not a good one. You have
contracted with the SPCA
to provide wildlife servic-
es but they are not a
wildlife rehabilitation
facility, nor do they spe-
cialize in wildlife issues."

In her remarks, Ms.
Karvonen encouraged the
Town of Aurora to exam-
ine all alternatives avail-
able, including making
animal rescue a Town-run
service.

She questioned the
Town's money going
towards euthanizing wild
animals that come into
the shelter and wondered
if that is what the resi-
dents of Aurora want. 

"We would be thrilled if
the OSPCA could provide
those services because
we and other rehabilita-
tors are really, really busy
but the OSPCA has not
proven themselves of
being able to deliver
those services," she said.

Leanne Tucker, who
also appeared before
general committee, has
experienced the
Newmarket OSPCA first
hand having been a vol-
unteer from January 2002
to May 2010, until the
ringworm outbreak
caused her to look at
other animal shelters
around the world, she
said.

Ms. Tucker had high
praise for shelters in
Australia, New Zealand,
and in communities in the
United States including
Nevada, and even closer
to home in Calgary, that
have "reformed their local
animal controls" and sav-
ing "90 per cent" of the
companion animals taken
in by implementing No
Kill policies. Having these
policies as par t of
Aurora's contract would
be beneficial, she added.

"If you consider renew-
ing your contract with the
OSPCA you [should] also
contractually obligate the
OSPCA to implement the
11 lifesaving programs of
the No Kill Equation
[compassion, foster care,
pet retention, low-cost
spay/neutering, etc.]"

At the last council
meeting, Techa Van
Leeuwen, Aurora's
Director of Building and
Bylaw Services, present-
ed new statistics regard-
ing the local OSPCA,
which refuted some of the

claims made by the dele-
gation the previous week. 

In the 2008 program,
the OSPCA took in 22
dogs, including four pit
bulls, 30 cats, 89 animals
deemed "wildlife" and 11
categorized as "other". 

Of the dogs, one was
adopted, 18 were claimed
by the owner, three
(including two pit bulls)

were euthanized for tem-
perament, and two were
euthanized under quality
of life (age, health, and
space). 

For cats, three were
adopted, one was trans-
ferred to a rescue group,
eight were claimed by the
owner, 10 were DOA
(dead on arrival, or within
24 hours of their arrival),

one was euthanized for
temperament, and seven
were housed. 

The wildlife statistics,
however, were not as
promising.

Of the 89 animals that
were brought in, 82 were
euthanized under "quali-
ty" of life, six were DOA,
and just one was
returned to the wild.

According to Ms. Van
Leeuwen, the Town's con-
tract with the OSPCA
lasts until the end of this
year, but it will soon be
up for review looking for-
ward.

"We have committed to
coming to council with a
report on options by June
before the summer
break," she said. 
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BRAKES, ALIGNMENT, SUSPENSION, TUNE-UP
297 Wellington St. E., West of Bayview 
Aurora 905-841-8105 
135 Davis Drive, East of Yonge, at Barbara Rd. 
Newmarket 905-657-1101

10695 Yonge St., South of Elgin Mills Rd. 
Richmond Hill 905-884-8124

www.fixmycar.cawww.fixmycar.ca

3805 Sheppard Ave., E., East of Birchmount 
Scarborough  416-292-6113 

Three unique tread 
zones tackle tricky 
driving in any season.

With DuPont™ Kevlar® 
combines strength and 
toughness with a smooth 
ride for your pick-up truck. 

All Season traction with 
carbon fi ber reinforced 
sidewalls for responsive 
handling. 

Dual comfort zones provide, 
on average, 20% more cushion 
than standard tires for a smooth, 
comfortable ride and refi ned 
handling.

Three unique tread zones 
tackle tricky driving in 
any season. 

Features dual all season zones 
for enhanced traction on wet 
roads and high-performance 
response and handling on 
dry roads.  

ASSURANCE ® 
COMFORTRED ® TOURING 

FORTERA ®
TRIPLETRED TM

ASSURANCE ® 
TRIPLETRED TM

WRANGLER ®
SILENTARMOR ®

CARS AND VANS

PICK-UPS AND SUVs

Affordability, fuel-effi ciency and confi dent wet and dry 
traction all rolled into one. This tire helps drivers save 
gas and spend less money getting to their destinations!

code 6714

code 6723

code 6714

code 6714

ASSURANCE  ®  CS

FUEL MAX ® 

EAGLE GT ®

ASSURANCE ® 

FUEL MAX ®

EAGLE ® F1 
ALL SEASON

code 6723

PERFORMANCE VEHICLES

TAKE•CHARGE
TIRE EVENT

CARS AND VANS            SUVs

$ 100
INSTANT REBATES

up to

It’s time for your winter tire changeover! 
$10 OFF* WITH THIS COUPON (off rims) $5 OFF* (on rims) & $10 OFF* winter tire storage (Regular price - $100)

* On 4 tires   Expires April 21, 2011  Not to be combined with any other offer.

�

� Rebates shown above are on a set of 4 tires. Tire rebates and BONUS AIR MILLS offers expire June 21st, 2011.

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 41 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

A first for Theatre Aurora, and in use for the opening of its next production
“Noises Off” will be this specially designed and constructed rotating stage.
Working on its construction are Steve Lallier and Tracey Woods. To watch the
stage turn from front to back on 36 casters is worth the price of admission
alone, says show producer Mary MacDonald Rival. “Noises Off”, which opens
April 1 and plays for nine performances, is supposed to be one of the funni-
est farces ever, however, the theme is slightly mature with strong language,
so it’s not recommended for children.                 Auroran photo by David Falconer

Youth fees may increase
Young Aurorans wanting to

use the track at Club Aurora dur-
ing prime hours will soon have to
pay a fee if additional fees to a
number of recreational programs
are approved by council this
week.

The addition of a fee for casu-
al track users between the ages
of 12 and 14 will see kids hand-
ing over $2.75 per use or $21.60
for 10 visits. 

"We are introducing some
new opportunities to increase
our revenue projections for
2011," said Aurora Treasurer
Dan Elliott in explaining the new
fees, which include new fees for
the use of meeting rooms in the
Aurora Family Leisure Complex,
a 25 cent hike in public skating,
and the availability of personal
training to non-members of Club
Aurora at a cost of anywhere
between $64 and $971. But it
was the track fees for youth that
caught the eye of some council-
lors.

"This may be something that
council wants to look at in con-
junction when we're talking about
our youth centre or youth fees,"
said Councillor Wendy Gaertner.
"I would really like to try and keep
these kids active and I don't
agree with charging the track fee,
especially maybe in an off-hour,
just after school or something. I
would like to see that taken off."

The Town is having difficulty
with track membership in that
there is no fee during the off
hours for youth, but they are find-
ing youth also want to use the
track during prime hours, said Al
Downey, Aurora's Director of
Leisure Services.

"If they want to use them dur-
ing prime hours they need to pay
for it," he said. "This is a fee that

is associated with the use during
prime hours but we would cer-
tainly encourage them to use
them during the non-prime
hours as we have in the past."

A discussion of the Youth
Needs Analysis next month will
entail a new policy for youth fees
particularly with access to Town
facilities, he noted. 

Councillor Evelyn Buck also
wondered about the services for
youth, particularly if any of the
Town's offered services over-
lapped with those offered within
high schools, as well as the
availability of programs for
younger Aurorans who may no
longer be in school.

"We have done our best to
extend an invitation to the youth
of the community to come into
Club Aurora and participate,"
said Mr. Downey. "I can't say that
it is an overall booming success,
but at least we are attempting to
engage as many youth as we
can into physical activity and try-
ing to deal with childhood obesi-
ty issues. 

"We may be duplicating to a

degree what is happening in
high schools but we don't feel
that we are competing with
them."

Looking at the overall picture,
however, Councillor Michael
Thompson wondered if the new
set of fees might have a negative
impact on revenue, with the new
fees resulting in decreasing use.
Pricing these Town programs
out of the market has always
been a concern of the Leisure
Services Department, said Mr.
Downey.

"We feel that we are compa-
rable to our neighbouring munic-
ipalities," he said. "We also feel
there are also some pressures,
particularly with some of the
challenges we are facing in
meeting our revenue projections
that we need to at least address
some of those areas in which
we can and this is one of the
areas we felt could be looked
at."

The fees were passed at
general committee last week
and were up for final approval
Tuesday. 

Aurora man writes book about deaths in Valcartier
In the summer of 1974, 18-

year-old Gerry Fostaty, a five-
year Cadet in the Canadian
Forces, was invited to become
an instructor at the Cadets'
Training Centre at Quebec's
CFB Valcartier.

Promoted to the rank of
Platoon Sergeant, Mr. Fostaty
was among the leaders of a
group of cadets, mostly
between the ages of 14 and 16,
for training.

Mr. Fostaty said the work,
and the training, was a lot of fun,
but also very serious.

"It is training, not just a week-
end camp for suburbanites," he
said. 

But one of their training
courses was to forever alter the
lives of those in this group. 

"It is the moment in my life
that everything changed," says
Mr. Fostaty, now a resident of
Aurora.

The group was taking part in
an explosives training course
where the cadets were shown
dummies that are built to look
like explosives in order to be
able to identify the objects if they
came across them in the field. 

"In this box of training aids,
these dummies, somehow a live
grenade got mixed up in there,"
he said. "It was circulated
among the cadets, a pin was
pulled, and it exploded and killed
six kids and sent 100 to emer-
gency. There were 138 kids in
that lecture that day.

"I was walking into the room
at that time so at that moment
my whole world changed. I, and
about nine or 10 others had to
get those boys outside to safety,
into ambulances, and to the
hospital, and we had to do it
very quickly because we didn't

know what happened. 
"We were sure at any

moment that another explosion
was going to take place."

Mr. Fostaty said the group
was told to get back to "business
as usual" right afterwards. 

"We did, because we were
commissioned to do what we
were told to do by those in a
position of authority," he said.
"We went back as much as we
could to normal. We were miss-
ing a few guys but three weeks
later when we were sent home
we certainly had no comfort, no
counselling and not even a
debrief on the incident. We were
told to get on with our lives.
When I came home I wrote
everything down because I was
afraid that if I didn't, I would for-
get.

"I didn't realize at the time
that, of course, I would never for-
get and it would stay with me for-
ever."

Mr. Fostaty left the military a
year later. While he said the inci-
dent influenced his departure,
he "drifted" between jobs
between the ages of 18 and 19
before spending 20 years as an
actor. He settled in Aurora to
raise a family almost 25 years
ago and eventually changed
paths into a marketing career.
But he rarely spoke about the
1974 incident...until receiving an
e-mail out of the blue in 2008.

"I sat down at my computer
one day and opened an e-mail
from my old boss, my Company
Sergeant Major," he says. "I had
not communicated with him at
all in 34 years and somehow he
found me, e-mailed me, and he
was checking to see if it was
me."

The e-mail from his superior

set him on a journey to find out
more about the incident and set
his story to paper.

The result is “As You Were:
The Tragedy at Valcartier”, Mr.
Fostaty's new book about the
incident which will be launched
April 6, at Ben McNally Books in
Toronto. 

"It was more than 30 years
later when this all began when I
got this e-mail," he said. "I finally
met with him and said, 'You
need to get help.' I said, 'No, this
is 30 years later. This doesn't
affect me anymore and it is all
done.' He said, 'No, you're in cri-
sis, you need help.'

"I didn't realize it at the time
but I was and I had been suffer-
ing for years. I didn't realize the
little things about me that I just
attributed to being character
flaws were symptoms of post-
traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD). I very cavalierly thought
PTSD is silly, not real, and I
understand now that it is and
very, very serious."

Mr. Fostaty said that he
sought help and the writing
process helped him compress
everything down to a few hun-
dred pages, so when he did go
in for help everything was fresh
in his mind. In the process, sev-
eral people involved met at the
base in 2009 for a memorial and
just about everyone he spoke to
has suffered from the same
thing.

"There is more to it than just
being involved in a car crash,"
he said. "You're watching your
friends die in front of you and the
injured are rescuing the injured.
One of the reasons I wrote the
book was, of course, to tell my
family, to let them know what
happened to me because

nobody was aware."
While he said his wife knew

"a bit" about the incident, his
parents never knew and those
involved were told to tell no one. 

"I wanted to let them know
because it was very difficult to
tell the story in one go," he said.
"I thought as I wrote that it was-
n't only for me, I really needed to
do this for the other guys
because they are also suffering.

The need to know this is normal,
their feelings are normal in
respect to what they have been
through and help is certainly
available for them if they need to
and if they choose to. 

"I thought too that it should
also be for their families
because we don't suffer PTSD
alone. Our families also share
our sleepless nights and our
nightmares and our flashbacks

and our environmental triggers
and our hyper-vigilance and our
hyper-awareness. It is really
debilitating. What families just
think of that Dad's a flake when
you walk into the room unan-
nounced he hits the ceiling, it is
because of that. I wanted to
write it for them too."

Mr. Fostaty's book, “As You
Were” will be launched at 6 p.m.
The event is open to the public. 



Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

HOUSE LEAGUE
108 Timbits Grey  3 -  Nicholas Pisapia

3G.  102 Timbits Gold  1 - Jake McMillan 1G. 
104 Timbits Blue  3 - Macisaac Eveleigh

2G 1A, Jake Worthman 1G, Emmett Ross 1A,
Lucinda Eveleigh 1A, Gavin Loria 1A.  106
Timbits Powder Blue  2 - Christian Troubitsin
1G, Michael More 1G, Lucas De Palma 1A.   

103 Timbits White  1 - Matteo Rossi 1G,
Blake Iezzi 1A, Marco Djordjevic 1A, Jack
MacFarland, shutout. 107 Timbits Kelly
Green   0.

101 Timbits Red  6 -  David Iacovetta 5G,
Ayden Whilby 1G, Zoe Carson 2A, Mathew
Lamanna 1A, Dylan Vasilevski 1A, Ethan
Solilo 1A, John Stojcevski 1A, Bryan Cook 1A,
Matthew Ryan 1A.  105 Timbits Black  1 -
Ryan Weeks 1G, Jacob Smith 1A.  

107 Timbits Kelly Green  3 - Adrian
Baggetta 1G, Daniel Iwai 1G, Hunor Kristoff
1G.  106 Timbits Powder Blue   1 - Michael
More 1G.  

204 Caravan Kids Blue   5 - Logan
Kidder 4G 1A, Liam Graham 1G.  205
Caravan Kids Black   2 -  Matthew Cowl 1G,
Cole Spragg 1G. 

206 Caravan Kids Powder Blue  6 - Ian
Hilgendorff 2G 1A, Ethan Edwards 1G,
Corson Haywood 1G, Alexander Ko 1A,
Matthew Pelan 1G, Griffin Charnley 1G.  205
Caravan Kids Black  1 - Jackson Galbraith
1G.  

202 Caravan Kids Gold  6 - Ryan Fowler
3G, Thomas Raeburn 1G, Jonathan Avgousti
1G, Liam Vivian 1G, Quinn Spicer.   201
Caravan Kids Red  4 - Evan Winter 1G, Peter
Simsiris 1G 1A, Ethan Belisle 1G 2A, Luke
Pignatelli 1G 1A.   

205 Caravan Kids Black  7 - Jackson
Galbraith 2G, Stefan Fazari 2G, Gianluca
Rotondi 2A, Ethan Joiner 3G, Cole Spragg
1A. 204 Caravan Kids Blue  4 - Logan Kidder
2G, Mitchell Weatherall 1G 1A,  Loukas Jeries
1A, Liam Graham 1G, Andrew Scott 1A.   

407 H.J. Pfaff Audi Kelly Green   6.  403
Optimist Club Of Aurora White  1.

409 Pfaff VW Teal   8.  410 HS Financial
Orange  1.

408 Crabby Joe's Grey   9.  403 Optimist
Club Of Aurora White   2.

405 Novintro Black   9 -  Wayne Freeman
1G 1A, Matthew Winters 3G,  Alexander
Mueller 1G 3A, Matthew Bolger 1G 1A,
Nicholas Huxley 2G 1A, Andrew Pignatelli 1A,
David Doroschenko 1G, Dan Rheeder 1A.
407 H.J. Pfaff Audi Kelly Green  5 - Nicholas
Robinson 2G, Jack Viney 2G, Mathew
Hastings 1G 1A, Sebastian Negalescu 2A.  

402 Omar's Shoes Gold   6.  410 HS
Financial Orange   0.

409 Pfaff VW Teal  5 - Riley Jackson 3G,
Evan Bryan 1G, Liam Patterson 1G.   403
Optimist Club Of Aurora White  3 - Chris
Sands 1G, Dylan Clark 1G 1A, Jack Hosmer
1G.  

401 Chouinard Bros. Red   5 - Ben Pitre
3G, Dylan McFee 1G, Nicholas Vamvakaris
1G 1A, Colin Windle 1A.  406 Mastermind
Toys Powder Blue  2 - Carter Wilmsmeyer
1G, Nichiolas Sever 1G, Kyle Gillies 1A,
Stetson Colicchio 1A.   

404 Tilemaster Blue  9 - Aaron Preiano
2G, William Reid 2A, Dillon Varone 1G 1A,
Ethan Cohen 1G 1A, Adam Wochenmarkt 2G,
Claudio Basso 1G, Giuliano Iervasi 1A, John
Li 1A, Benjamin Godber 2G.  408 Crabby
Joe's Grey  4 - Callum Gorrell 3G, Ryan
Ruuskanen 1G, Mateo Gisonni 1A, Wade
Dane 1A.  

603 Diamond Groundskeeping Services

White  7 -  J Camplin 3G, L Bulmer 2G, A
Skelhorn 1G 1A, C Dyer 1G, R Callaghan 1A.
606 Aurora Chrysler Powder Blue   0.

602 Wedi Corp.Com Waterproof Tile
Solutions Gold   5.  607 Envirocar Kelly
Green   0.

609 IOOF Aurora Lodge #148   7 -
Santino Denuzzo 3G 1A, Evan Lambert 2G
1A, Nicklaus Reid 1G 2A, Joshua Fallavollita
1G, Michael Montesanti 1A, Jack Hughes 1A.
611 Gmarkets Inc. - Purple  4 - Alex Louie
1G 1A, Elias Pasani 1G, Sam Speranini 1G,
Matthew Carney 1G, William Morin 1A.  

601 Municipal Engineering Solutions
Red   3 - Nicolas Pearce 3G, Christian Pearce
1A.  608 Crabby Joe's Grey  1 - Jack Dion
1G, Connor Tripp 1A.   

604 Orr & Associates Insurance Brks
Ltd. Blue  10.  605 Lakeshore Valu Mart   4.

803 Rotary Club Of Aurora White   3 -
Chris Sanita 2G, Zac Landry 1G, David
Gonder 1A, Stewart Reid 1A, Nick Scougall
1A.    804 Frontline Fire & Safety Blue   2 -
Lucas Brutto 1G, Adam Ashraf 1G 1A, Jerryd
Jensen 1A, Chris End 1A.   

809 AHPA Teal  4 - Bradley Snoulten 3G
1A, Chris Grossi  1G 1A, Russell Johnson 1A.
801 Rogers Red  2 - Brett Bond 1G, Alex
Harrison 1G, Bryn Burbank 1A, Randy Sutton
1A, Erick Bortolotti 1A.  

810 Pizza Pizza Orange   4 - Robert
Ruscica 2G, Scott Taylor 1G, Carson elliott
1G, Joshua Lye 1A, Michael Liscio 1A,
Michael Boorn 1A, Jesse Joynt 1A, Ryan
Owroules 1A.  808 Crabby Joe's Grey  3 -
Cody Child 2G, Nathan Dinatale 1G, Morgan
Walker 1A, Grant Kavanaugh 1A, Tyler
Futterer 1A.   

805 Aurora Home Hardware Black  3 -
Sam Mason, shutout, Harris Riopelle 1G,
Thomas Mason 1G, Lucas Marek 1G 1A,
Austin Waite 1A, Joseph Veneziano 1A, Yosif
Kakush 1A.  802 Manhattan Trophies Gold
0.

807 Danny & Scotties Boys Kelly Green
4 - Greg Rutherford  1G 1A, Joseph Hodgson
1G 1A, Matthew Hall 1G, Alex Negri 1G,
Brendon McDonald 1A, Declan Johnston 1A,
Ben Black 1A.  811 Caruso & Company
Purple  2 - Victor Chadarov 1G, Riley O'Brien
1G.  

812 Municipal Engineering Solutions
Burgandy   5 - John Sherwood 2G 1A, Josh
Bell 1G, Derek Capone 2G, Luc Martineau
1A, Nick Armour 1A, Ryan MacMillan 1A.  806
Laurion Law Office Power Blue  2 - Zac Kroll
1G, Mitchell Lamantia 1G, Chris Sutherland
1A, Christopher Ottman 1A.  

902 Boston Gold  3 - Trevor Rice 1G,
Connor Flynn 1G, William Allen 1G, Graham
Joiner 1A.  910 Philly Orange  1 - Daniel
LaFlamme 1G, Stefan Richardson 1A.  

901 Graystones Restaurant Red   2 -
Mathew Hart 2G, Mark Presacco 1A, Andrew
Staples 1A, Ethan Cullen 1A.  906 Ruff-N-
Redi Powder Blue  3 - Nick Theorodopolous
2G, Zachary Seto 1G, Josh Lawlor 1A, Chris
Falfalios 1A, Alexander Seto 1A, Will Miller
1A.  

908 Crabby Joe's Grey   2.  904 St. Louis
Blue   1.

905 ATS Healthcare Black  4 - Peter Teti
1G, Austin Megit 1G, Vince Duggan 2G,
Christopher Cariou 1A, Will Brogan 1A.  907
Wooder Food Safety Consulting Kelly
Green  1 - Gabriel Bauset 1G, Franco Porano
1A.  

903 Optimist Club of Aurora White  1 -
Quinn McGowan 1G, Trevor Stephens 1A,
Scott Cosentino 1A.  909 North York
Plumbing & Heating Teal  1 - Justin Stevens

1G, Matthew Roach 1A,  Tanner Thiessen 1A. 
1007 CAA South Central Ontario Kelly

Green   3.  1005 Aurora Home Hardware
Black   1.

1008 McAlpine Ford Grey  3.  1006 BMO
Bank of Montreal Powder Blue   2.

1005 Aurora Home Hardware Black  4.
1009 Backyard Pool & Spa Teal   4.

1004 Global Caffe Blue   4.  1001
Pizzaville Aurora Red   3.

1003 A.D.C. Aluminum White   4.  1002
CW Coop's Aurora Gold   4.

1004 Global Caffe Blue   3.  1003 A.D.C.
Aluminum White  3.

1006 BMO Bank of Montreal Powder
Blue   5.  1001 Pizzaville Aurora Red   3.

1009 Backyard Pool & Spa Teal  6.  1007
CAA South Central Ontario Kelly Green  4.

1005 Aurora Home Hardware Black  3.
1002 CW Coop's Aurora Gold  2.

REP LEAGUE
Tyke Select  - Aurora  3 - Ryan Bryden

1G 1A, Jack Bray 1G, Jacob Hoffrogge 2A,
Todd Cook 1G, Thomas Hollett 1A.
Stouffville  3.

Novice A - East Gwillimbury  1.  Aurora
1.  Jonathan Gagnon  1G. 

Minor Atom AA - Newmarket  4.  Aurora
1 - Ben Liotta 1G, Anthony Iacovetta 1A.    

Minor Atom AA -  Newmarket  3.  Aurora
1 - Luke Jarvis 1G, Andrew Wolanski 1A.   

Peewee AA -  Aurora  5 -  Patrick
Servideo 3G, Tyler Williams 1G, Keegan
Matthew 1G, Austin Kiraly 1A, Jared Brown
1A, James Wyndham West 1A.  Ajax  2.

Peewee AA -  Aurora  3.  Ajax  1. 
Peewee AA -  Aurora  3.   Willowdale  2.
Peewee AA -  Newmarket  2.  Aurora  1 -

Cameron Morrison 1G, Patrick Servideo 1A,
Jack Pecora 1A.     

Peewee AA -  Newmarket  2.  Aurora 0.  
Peewee AA - Newmarket  5.  Aurora  2 -

Patrick Servideo 1G, Cameron Morrison 1G.   
Peewee A -  East Gwillimbury  4.  Aurora

3 - Cameron Zinner 1G, Alistair Johnston 1G,
Mathew Tyndall 1G, Michael DaCosta 1A,
Shaun Broad 1A,  Eric Shennan 1A, Evan
Cherubini 1A.   

Peewee A -  Bradford  4.  Aurora  2 - Jack
Bryant 1G, Tristan Kuchar 1G, Colin Kostin
1A.    

Peewee A -  Aurora  2 - Bryan Manweiler
1G, Tristan Kuchar 1G, Eric Shennan 1A,
Evan Cherubini 1A.   Bradford  1.

Peewee A -  Bradford  4.  Aurora  0.
Minor Bantam AE -  Newmarket  6.

Aurora  3.   
Minor Bantam AE -  Newmarket  3.

Aurora  2.  
Bantam AA -  Aurora  3 - Lucas

Pozzebon 2G, Quentin Campbell 1G, Konner
McMillan 1A, Matt Iwai 1A, Spencer Green
2A, John MacDonald 1A, Jake McKee 1A.
Stoney Creek  1.

Bantam AA -  Aurora  4 - Lucas
Pozzebon 1G, 1A, Konner McMillan 1G, John
MacDonald 1G, Brett Thiessen 1G, Quentin
Campbell 1A, Tait Snedden 1A, Austin Lane
1A.   Stoney Creek  1. 

Bantam AE -  Aurora  1 - Kyle Nice 1G,
Nathan Nealon 1A, Johnathan Read, shutout.
Caledon  0.

Bantam AE -  Aurora  3.  Caledon  1.
Minor Midget AA -   Markham  8.  Aurora

3.  
Minor Midget AA -  Markham  3.   Aurora

0. 
Minor Midget A -  Welland  3.   Aurora  1.
Minor Midget A -  Aurora  4.  Welland 0.

AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
Results to Sunday, March 24

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555
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Aurora Minor
Hockey Association
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

REGARDING
2011/2012 REGISTRATION

On-Line Registration begins:
April 1, 2011

In-House Registration dates:
April 6, 13, 20, 27 and May 4, 11, 18, 25

AMHA Office at ACC1
7:00 – 9:00 pm

Please refer to our website www.auroraminorhockey.net
for further information.  

REGISTRATION fees for the 2011/2012 season are: 

PLEASE 
REGISTER EARLY!

Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players
registered on or before June 30, 2011.
We will not add teams in September

to accommodate late registrants.

$500.00 Players born 1997 through 2005*

$535.00 Players born 1991 through 1996

$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2011

$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2011

$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*Tyke players born in 2004 and 2005 must submit
a copy of a birth certificate. It is recommended
that 2005 players have either taken skating les-
sons or completed one year of Opti Hockey.

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more
players.

Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

Fees may be paid in 3 instalments of 1/3 each,
dated April 15, 2011, June 15, 2011 and August
15, 2011.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing
prior to September 1, 2011.

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any try-
outs for AAA or any AMHA rep team. AMHA

tryouts begin April 30, 2011.
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Adult Hockey
Co-ed, low level & fun

Schools & leagues
in Aurora!

Space is limited - CALL TODAY!
(800) 905-0270

www.russellhockey.ca

Hair 
Manicure 
Pedicure 
Waxing 
Bio-gel, Solar-Gel 
UV Gell, Acrylic

Walk-ins Welcome • Gift Certificates Available

905-503-SWAN (7926)
* Room for Rent/Facials

15450 Yonge St., Unit 1, Aurora 
All staff are from LEANNE’S NAILS 

OPEN
Monday 

to Saturday

OPEN
Monday 

to Saturday

AURORA DIGGERS 

REGISTER NOW
Rep. & House League Softball 

www.auroradiggersgirlssoftball.ca

GIRLS SOFTBALL 

Rep. & HHouse League Softbal& H

Further information call Lois 

(905) 727-8089

11am - 1pm at the 
Aurora Public Library 
15145 Yonge Street 

Ages 5 years – 17 years 
Cost $75.00

APRIL 2 & APRIL 16

On Friday night, the Aurora Bantam AE team, shown here, won the OMHA final against the Caledon
Hawks with a 2-0 victory. In addition, on Thursday night, the Bantam AA won their OMHA series against
Stoney Creek after the series went right to the wire and Aurora won it by an 8-3 score. Both games were
played at the Aurora Stronach Recreation Centre on Wellington Street East. It was standing room only
for both games.

Aurora close to agreement
with school over facility use

A final agreement
between the Town of
Aurora and the York
Catholic District School
Board to build and share
an artificial turf field at
St. Maximilian Kolbe
Catholic High School is
expected to near fruition
this week if council gives
the go-ahead for Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe sign off on
it. 

The recommendation
was carried at last week's
general committee meet-
ing with councillors
adding in the proviso that
the final agreement come
back to council for review
before handing over final
approval. 

The ball was put in

motion by the previous
council last September to
agree in principle to the
partnership for the field
which, among other con-
ditions, called for the
Town to be able use the
field for its own programs
during non-school hours,
and over the summer
break. 

"Since [September],
staff have been working
with representatives of
the YCDSB in the prepa-
ration and development
of a shared use and
maintenance agreement
for the usage and ongo-
ing maintenance of an
artificial turf field at St.
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic
High School," said Al

Downey, Aurora's
Director of Leisure
Services in a report to
Council. 

Parameters in the
agreement are for the
Town to be able to access
the field from 6 p.m. to 11
p.m. on school days and
from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. on
non-school days.

The agreement is for
the 20-year life of the turf
(although Mr. Downey
said the agreement shall
continue if the turf lasts
longer than anticipated),
and will task staff with
handling maintenance
and hydro, leaving the
board responsible for
maintaining parking lot
lights and walkways.

"The draft agreement
is presently being
reviewed by the respec-
tive solicitors for the Town
and the YCDSB," he said
in his report. "The con-
struction of the turf field
is presently being consid-
ered by council as part of
the 2011 Capital Budget
process."

During last Tuesday's
general committee meet-
ing, Mr. Downey added
that staff believe they are
"very close" to meeting
all the requirements pre-
viously identif ied by
council  but added a full
agreement would not be

coming back to council
before Mayor Dawe and
Town Clerk John Leach
signed the agreement. 

This caused some con-
cern from councillors,
including John Gallo who
said he was concerned
that after that evening
councillors would not see
it again until after the
fact.

"We will not have an
opportunity in the public
to discuss this again," he
said. "It would be in
staff 's hands and that
was my concern."

Councillor Wendy
Gaertner agreed, adding
that this was "a precedent
setting agreement”.

Similar concerns were
expressed by Councillor
Michael Thompson who
said the responsible thing
to do was to "have a bet-
ter look at this" before
signing off on the final
approval.

But Councillor Sandra
Humfryes said she want-
ed the agreement to
come back for a different
reason.

"I think this is a huge
success story so it is an
oppor tunity to br ing it
back to receive for infor-
mation once it is com-
plete to showcase it, the
residents get to hear
about it," she said. 

Swimmers
perform well
at Ottawa
championship

Ducks Swimming, an
Aurora group, won six gold
and four silver medals and
placed 20th out of 75 of the
top clubs in Ontario, at the
Ontario age group champi-
onships in Ottawa recently.

The swimmers have
climbed from 30th place last
year and are quickly moving
up the Provincial ladder.

More than 600 swimmers
were in attendance which
included eight swimmers
from the Ducks: Noah
Clarke, 11; Erica Savage,
12; Sam Kaczor, 12; Ted
Pispidikis,13; Evan Friend,
16; Paul Wong, 16; Eric
Lane, 17; and Summer
Mortimer, 17, plus Coaches
Reg Chappell and Craig
Mortimer.

Ms. Mortimer dominated
her swims, setting five Para
World Records with five gold

medals in the 50 free; 100
free; 100 Back; Individual
Medley; and the 100 fly.

This makes 19 Para
World Records for Summer
as she sets her sights on the
Para Olympic Games in
London, England, in August,
2012.

Erica and Sam each
picked up silver medals,
Erica in the 50 free and Sam
in the 100 back.

Coach Reg Chappell was
pleased with the perform-
ance of the swimmers and
especially the exciting finish
of a number of races.

Kim came from behind in
the 100 free with one of the
gutsiest finishes he has seen
to win the gold medal and
Sam's 100 back finish with
four swimmers in a dead
heat and finishing second by
one hundredth of a second.

Monday night
hockey results

Copper Creek 3       Rec Sports                0

Tom & Jerrys 3 Priestly Demolition 3

Masterclean 6 Baldwins 4

FPL Aggregates 3 Highlands Chev 2

Second Round 
of Playoffs
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FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10am - 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

CLEAR OUTS ON SALE
www.thefanman.ca

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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uoApr. 5 – 8 Eves. Tues. & Thur. 
April 9 –2 weeks

130 Hollidge Blvd., Aurora 
Celebrating our 11th year in business 

905-727-0197

FULL PROGRAMS*
50% OFF

*Excluding Products

is a fairly solid budget that
is defensible," said Aurora
Treasurer Dan Elliott at
Monday's meeting. "It is
saleable, but, again, I am
not a politician and I have
to take your direction on
the budget."

Of the previous 5.93
per cent increase, 3.35
per cent was attributable
to the increase in the Fire
Services budget.

Following presenta-
tions by Mr. Elliott on
where things stood, coun-
cillors each had an oppor-
tunity to voice their con-
cerns on the budget, and
few of them were satisfied
with the 5.93 per cent
increase.

"We never had a dis-
cussion about the [Library
budget] and I'm definitely
not interested in giving the
library such a high
increase," said Councillor
Wendy Gaertner. "I think it
comes close to 7.75 per

cent and we're trying to do
our work to keep the tax
increase down and I can't
agree that the Library is
not in that position as
well."

While Councillor Paul
Pirri said he was pleased
that a number of issues he
had with the budget were
moved to the upcoming
budget workshop in 
June, Councillor Sandra
Humfryes said "a good job
has been done to reduce
the budget thus far" and
would welcome "another
kick" at some of the high
ticket items before them.

For Councillor Michael
Thompson, it was a matter
of looking at putting the
2011 budget in context
with the projected 2012
increase.

"I am concerned that in
2012 the increase that
was presented to us at the
very beginning was 8.5
per cent and I still don't
understand why it is 8.5
per cent in 2012," he said.

"I do need some addition-
al context to help wrap my
head around that before
we look at gapping and
deferring or analyzing
because I don't want to
make the situation worse."

But residents have not
been kicking up a fuss
about the projected tax
hike, claimed Councillor
John Abel, who said
nobody seemed "too
floored about a 5.9 or
even a seven per cent
increase."

"I haven't had people
whipping me, saying, 'You
guys haven't been doing
your job,' and 'How dare
you?' and things like that,
so I think there is an
understanding among res-
idents that there is going
to be an increase," he
said. 

Councillor John Gallo
said he was looking for a
budget with a lot of fat this
year, but what was pre-
sented was pretty lean.

He added that he

shared concerns
expressed by Councillor
Thompson about Aurora
being near the top of the
tax hike list compared to
other York municipalities,
but noted that areas such
as fire are "very specific
contributions" to that num-
ber. 

On the other hand,
Councillor Chris Ballard
said he was not that con-
cerned with where Aurora
sat on such a list "provid-
ed our increase is defensi-
ble”.

"No one likes to be at
the top, but if it is defensi-
ble and necessary that is
where we need to be," he
said, pointing out he had
concerns about the gap-
ping and the cash to capi-
tal. 

For Councillor Evelyn
Buck, one of her commit-
ments is bring a museum
back to Aurora.

Noting that the Aurora
Historical Society has
asked for additional funds

Wells Street School to the
Town at "a fair market value" in
a letter dated the same day. 

The original deadline to
express an interest in purchas-
ing the property was initially set
for December 15, but consider-
ing the new council would have
only been on the job for little
more than a week, the dead-
line was extended at outgoing
council's request until March.

After the deadline, it reverts
to the school board to dispose
of, said Aurora CAO Neil
Garbe at the time.

"The Town respects the
Board's process and its deci-
sion to put the site on the open
market, while noting it doesn't

change the fact the Town still
has right of first refusal," said
Jason Ballantyne, Aurora's
Manager of Corporate
Communications in a state-
ment to The Auroran Friday.

When asked what has
attributed to the delay in not
being able to meet the March
deadline in sending an inde-
pendent appraiser and/or
inspector into the site, Mr.
Ballantyne said the Town "was
waiting for the Board's reports
on the building before proceed-
ing with an inspec-
tion/appraisal.

"The Town just received
those reports last Friday and
is in the process of reviewing
them."

Budget increase now sits at 4.35 per cent

Bloomington sidewalks,
bike paths, will be built 

for a curator, she said that
she was intent on that
being met.

That being said, she
said putting off some
major projects to the work-
shop was the right thing to
do.

"We did the right thing
tonight putting these major
projects to a workshop to
study and discuss," she
said. "I believe that if we
had the figure of what was
spent on legal costs last
year we would have a bet-
ter understanding of how
much should not have
been spent last year."

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe,
who spoke last, concurred
that it would be a good
idea to look at the impact
of gapping the fire servic-
es, questioned the hiring
of a new bylaw enforce-
ment officer, but he also
agreed with Councillor
Abel.

"I don't think anyone
here is keen on raising
taxes a whole bunch but I
will agree with Councillor
Abel that I haven't had a
lot of people beating me
up over a projected budget
increase," said Mayor

Dawe. "I think it is proba-
bly reasonable to task
staff to go back and look
[at where departments
can do a little trimming]."

Following Monday's
meeting which saw more
than 1.5 per cent shaved
off the budget, Councillor
Buck told The Auroran that
the only acceptable tax
increase would be a zero
tax increase.

But a few more things
needed to be looked at
when council continued
the budget meeting this
week, said Councillor
Ballard.

"I want to look at new
bodies and make sure we
absolutely need the staff
that staff tell us we need
and I need to look at some
budgets that are out
there," he said. "I am a 
little concerned about the
size of the library budget
and I think if the Town has
managed to reduce its
budget so far down to
4.35, the Library maybe
could look at their budget
and try to match or come
in at what the Town has
managed to reduce its
budget by."

Wells St. School 
now up for sale

From page 1

From page 1

Plans for sidewalks and bike
paths along Bloomington Road
between Yonge Street and
Bathurst will continue into
phase two this year after coun-
cillors opted to keep the project
in the 2011 budget rather than
deferring it to a budget work-
shop on big ticket items
planned for later this spring.

Councillors made their deci-
sion at last Monday's budget
meeting, whether they looked
at holding off on a number of
projects for further input and
discussion. 

The project has been on the
books for at least four years,
according to Ilmar Siman-
ovskis, Aurora's Director of
Infrastructure. 

"The Region modified their
design last year based [on the
last council's decision to pro-
ceed with the project from
Bathurst to Yonge] and now are
ready to proceed with tender-
ing," said Mr. Simanovskis.

"Essentially at this stage of the
game, the Region is anticipat-
ing that based on last year's
recommendation to proceed
with that design direction that
they will be tendering it."

Mr. Simanovskis added that
this is a project funded by devel-
opment charges and will have
minimal impact on the Town's
tax levy.

"Last year we authorized the
design of this section only, to go
ahead with York Region on the
anticipation that it be construct-
ed this year, so this is the budg-
et for that construction," said
Aurora Treasurer Dan Elliott.
"The design has already been
done. It is essentially a phased
two-part project, designed last
year and built this year."

When the first part of the
project came up for considera-
tion by the previous council, it
was approved as part of the
York Region Pedestrian Cycling
Master Plan (PCMP) which

was formally adopted in April,
2008. 

One of the recommenda-
tions in the plan designated
Bloomington Road "an impor-
tant cycling link."

"This section of
Bloomington Road from
Bathurst Street to Yonge Street
is recommended to include illu-
mination, a bike path and side-
walks primarily due to the num-
ber of schools located in this
area and the expected high vol-
ume of pedestrian traffic," said
Mr. Simanovskis in a report.

The Town had the option of
giving the thumbs-up to an on-
road bike path, the tab for which
would be picked up by the
Region.

Town Staff, however, con-
cluded that an off-road bikeway
was the more "family friendly"
option that will "promote more
local and leisure use of this
route."

The previous council under-
scored the safety element of

the project, with some noting
that on-road bikeways were
generally too narrow to give the
average cyclist a feeling of safe-
ty.

"[On-road paths] are so nar-
row I can't imagine any cyclist
can feel safe," said Councillor
Evelyn Buck. "As far as talking
about family bicycling, you
would never accommodate
more than one cyclist. If we're
going to be providing cycle
paths I think there should be
sufficient width and separation
that gives the cyclist complete
security, and the car drivers
also."

At the end of the previous
council's discussion, Councillor
Wendy Gaertner was persuad-
ed to vote in favour of the plan.

Speaking specifically to the
off-road path, separate from the
connected sidewalk construc-
tion and area illumination, she
said, "If we're looking at safety, I
guess $215,000 is a very small
price for our taxpayers to pay."
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Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
Call ahead 
for faster
service! 
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(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

MEN & Children 
Welcome

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Over 318
colours to 

choose from

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($30) 

• Body Waxing 
• Manicure & Spa Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Group Specials 

• Artificial Nail Enhancements: 
– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm M, T & W

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

.CA

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

Established Since 2005

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. (Next to Post Office & TD Bank) 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

Aurora group invited to attend reburial
An invitation to attend

the reburial ceremony of
an unknown First World
War Canadian soldier was
a once-in-a life-time oppor-
tunity, and trip highlight, for
a group of 20 Aurora St.
Andrew’s College cadet
students travelling on an
annual tour of war battle-
fields in France and
Belgium during March
Break.

The unexpected honour
occurred on the last day of
the 11-day trip when a
Canadian Forces contin-
gent in France to conduct
the high-profile service wit-
nessed the boys' participa-
tion at the nightly Menin
Gate remembrance serv-
ice in the town of Ypres,
site of a long period of
fighting during the First
World War. 

When the St. Andrew's
contingent inquired about
attending the service, they
were invited to participate
with dignitaries from the
Canadian Army, Navy and
Air Force, as well as the
Canadian Embassy at a
recent military ceremony
at the Pozieres British
Military Cemetery. 

The cadets and staff fol-

lowed the casket into the
cemetery, stood front and
centre during the service,
and laid a wreath to hon-
our the soldier from the
Loyal Edmonton Regiment
who was reburied with full
military honours after his
remains were discovered
in 2009 in the Somme
region where he had died
nearly 100 years earlier.

The mayor of Pozieres
was in attendance at the
closed ceremony and
thanked the boys for their
commitment to remember-
ing the fallen.

It was a surreal finish to
an extraordinary trip for the
Aurora group that started
with a trip to Normandy's
Juno Beach, where
Canadians landed on D-
Day, and went on to
include site tours of battle-
scarred fields in
Passchendaele, Ypres and
Beaumont Hamel, visits to
monuments to honour the
fallen, and tours of military
cemeteries that are the
final resting place for thou-
sands of Canadian, allied,
and German soldiers lost
in both World Wars. 

For Grade 10 student
Graeme Allison, it was an

emotional trip that became
even more so when he was
able to locate the name of
his great great uncle,
William Ernst Neil,
engraved on the Vimy
Memorial monument.

The soldier from Exeter,
Ontario, was 23 years old
when he lost his life during
battle in 1918.

His name is carved
along with 11,285 other
Canadian soldiers who

were killed in France and
whose final resting place
was unknown.

"It was very moving to
realize my relative was
among all those people
who gave up their lives,
their futures, so we could
have a future," says
Allison, who had only
found out about his uncle's
existence a few days
before the trip when his
mother, Donna, gave him a

sketched drawing of him
she'd obtained from her
mother, and a copy of his
actual enlistment papers
she'd found online.

Accompanying the boys
on SAC's ninth annual bat-
tlefield tour were Major
Brian McCue,
Commanding Officer of the
School's Cadet Corps,
Captain Vic Goldman, a
retired school teacher, 48th
Highlander and expert on
World War 1 history, and
Jim McGillivray, Director of
St. Andrew's College
Piping Program.

Mr. McGillivray, who is a
world-class piper, lived out
a dream by playing the
lament at the Menin Gate
service, while the boys
stood as the Honour Guard
in front of several hundred
spectators.

The St. Andrew's group
had been part of this cere-
mony in past trips, but

never with such distinction.
"The whole tour was an

eye-opener for all involved
regarding the horrific histo-
ry of two world wars," said
Mr. McGillivray. "But to also
be able to participate at the
famous Menin Gate serv-
ice, which has taken place
every evening since
November 11, 1919, and to
participate in the funeral of
a soldier of the Great War
were moving and irreplace-
able experiences for our
students. Our boys are only
a couple of years younger
than many of the soldiers
who lost their lives in that
war."

Among other activities
during the trip, the St.
Andrew's students found
graves of some of the 113
former St. Andrew's stu-
dents who died in the First
World War, paying tribute
by leaving flags, poppies
and cards of tribute.

Grade 10 student Graeme Allison holds a sketch of
his great-great uncle, W. E. Neil, below his name on
the Vimy Memorial monument in France. Graeme
said the names are carved in alphabetical order so
he was easily able to locate his relative's name
among 11,285 listed names.

By CHARLES SEQUEIRA 

Senior Scape
Pickle Ball

Brian was discharged on
Monday, feeling well, except
lacking energy and interest
in most things.  He will prob-
ably wait until Monday when
he returns to the hospital to
commence rehabilitation
exercises.

He misses his visits to
Tim Hortons, but he hopes
that with each new day, his
energy level will get back to
normal so he can com-
mence writing his weekly
column.

Stella, his wife, is provid-
ing him strong support which
will enable him to get back
on his feet sooner. We all
wish Brian a speedy recov-
ery from all his friends.  

* * * *
If you are looking for

another new activity or a
new interest, try Pickle Ball
played every Tuesday and
Friday from 1.30 p.m. to 4
p.m. at the Seniors’ Centre in
the West-McKenzie hall.

Pickle ball is a new sport
in Ontario and although men
and woman of all ages can
play, it is most suited for sen-
iors.

The sport is played on a
preferred indoor court and is
a cross between table tennis
and tennis.

If you are interested
come and watch at the days
and time mentioned at the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre. 

* * * *
Nominations for the 2011

ASA Board of Directors - We
remind you again that  the
nomination process  will
close Thursday, April 21.

Nomination forms are
available at Reception desk
at the Seniors’ Centre.

Taking part in the nomi-

nation process allows you to
help determine your Board
of Directors.

For further details includ-
ing voting dates, take a copy
of the March monthly
newsletter at our Reception
desk.

All Nominators and
Nominees must be active
ASA members.

The ASA Board Directors
met Monday, March 21st,  at
1 p.m. at the Seniors’ Centre.

The minutes and financial
statements of the March
21st meeting are posted on
our bulletin board. Our
Annual General Meeting has
been set for Monday, June
6th from 4 p.m. at the
Seniors’ Centre, followed by
a barbeque. A nominal fee
will apply.

* * * *
We celebrate Volunteer

week  from  Monday April 18
to Thursday April 21st.
During this week in honour
of  all our  valuable Senior
Centre Volunteers, free cof-
fee will be made available.

Also the Town of Aurora
Parks & Recreation depart-
ment in coordination with our
staff, Karie and Michelle, is
planning a ‘Volunteer
Appreciation Evening
Experience’ Wednesday
April 20th, at 7 p.m. If you
are an active Volunteer
member here at our seniors’
centre sign up at the recep-
tion desk, beginning April
1st. 

* * * * 
Note the Seniors’ Centre

will be closed Friday, April
22nd (Good Friday) and will
reopen on Monday, April
25th.

On Saturday, April 30th,

at the mayor’s Anti-Litter Day
clean up takes place from 9
a.m to noon.

A barbecue will follow
between noon and 2 p.m. at
the Town Park.

Anyone wishing to partic-
ipate is asked to contact Info
Aurora at 905-727-8214 or
infoaurora@aurora.ca

* * * *
The 2011 York Region

Senior 55+ Summer games
will take place at different
locations from May 3rd to
June 15th.

Application forms are now
available at the Centre.

Registration deadline is
April 22nd.

* * * *
On behalf of the Seniors’

Centre, we attended last
Wednesday, the 9th annual
Community Tribute Dinner
Honouring Excellence in
Community Service, this
year honouring former York
Region Police Chief
(Retired) Armand La Barge,
O.O.M., for his long time
community volunteerism,
who continues to offer his
time to a wide range of char-
itable and community caus-
es.

Thank you, Armand La
Barge, for giving so gener-
ously of your time and skills. 

Aurora
Seniors
duplicate
bridge
results

Monday, March 14 -
North-South: Medhat Fawzy
and Izhar Haque; Jean
Bongard and Gayle Connor;
Lucille Sequeira and Dave
Legallais, East-West:
Priscilla Hull and Inger
Kamel; Ev Dickie and Audrey
Robertson; Melody Irving
and Jeannine Mackie.

Monday, March 21 -
North-South: Frank Lablans
and Dennis McFadden; Rose
White and Gloria Smith;
Barbara Wittmer and Anne
White. East-West: Judy
Salmon and Greta Ogden;
Ev Dickie and Audrey
Robertson; Paula Stafford
and Mitzi Brown. 
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INVENTORY INVENTORY 
CLEAROUTCLEAROUT

STARTING THURSDAY MARCH 31STARTING MONDAY MARCH 28

IVORY TRAVERTINE

HAND PAINTED TILES

CREMA 
GOLD

MARBLE 
Reg. $13.95 sq. ft. 

Reg. $7.95 sq. ft. 

Reg. $10.50 sq. ft. 

 sq. ft.
$6.75

 sq. ft.
$4.25 sq. ft.
$4.2512 x 12

18 x 18 
24 x 24

 sq. ft.

 sq. ft.

$6.75

$1.00 sq. ft.$1.00MOSAIC
TILES

Reg. $15 sq. ft. 

$4.00$4.00

WORLD MOSAIC STONE & TILESWORLD MOSAIC STONE & TILESWORLD MOSAIC STONE & TILES
905-841-1653905-841-1653

MONDAY - SATURDAY  10 AM - 6 PM 
40 Engelhard Drive #3, Aurora 

SPECIAL ORDERS SPECIAL ORDERS 

ODDS & ENDS  $1.00 sq. ft.ODDS & ENDS  $1.00 sq. ft.
20% OFF 20% OFF 

(Prices in effect while supplies last)
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www.YorkRegionHome.com
Lee Palmateer*  Carol Thiell*  Kevin Derbidge*  Larry ProctorFrank Polsinello*
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OMEGA REALTY (1988) LTD.
Brokerage 
Independently Owned and Operated

†Frank and Seller Must Agree On Price and Closing Date at Time of Listing                                *Sales Representative                         Messaging and data rates may apply.

1.877.526.6342
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MUST SELL!
Fixer Uppers 

Bank Foreclosures
Company Owned Properties 

Distress Sales
Free List with Pictures

www.YorkFixerUppers.com

DIVORCE:
What you will need to Know About Your

Home, Mortgage and Taxes 
To help you know what questions to ask 

and how to arrive at the right answer 
for your specific situation. 

A FREE special report has been prepared
for you by industry experts.

www.MyDivorceReport.com

Find Out What The 
Home Down The 

Street Sold For...
www.YorkVIPSeller.com

FREE, QUICK, 
OVER-THE-NET

HOME EVALUATION
www.RealHomePricing.com

$1,024,900 or Trade
St. Andrews on the Hill

See more on your phone 
- Text 1476 to 555000

or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$629,900 or Trade
Exclusive Stonebridge Gated Community

See more on your phone 
- Text 1223 to 555000

or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$534,900 or Trade
Fabulous Home, Pool & 68’ x 142’ Lot

See more on your phone
- Text 1477 to 555000

or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$399,900 or Trade
High Visibility From Yonge Street

See more on your phone 
- Text 1224 to 555000

or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$351,900 or Trade
Bright, Spacious Home

See more on your phone 
- Text 1225 to 555000

or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$268,000 or Trade
Resort Like Condo

See more on your phone 
Text 1228 to 555000

or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$659,000 or Trade
Sensational 10 Acre Escape

See more on your phone 
- Text 1479 to 555000

or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com

$394,900 or Trade
Beautifully Updated Home

See more on your phone 
Text 1229 to 555000

or Visit www.YorkRegionHome.com
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