
Rodney Northey, made their case
that plans presented by Westhill
go against guidelines set forth in
the Oak Ridges Moraine
Protection Act and fail to meet
standards for, among other things,
water usage on the unique geo-
graphical feature. 

Westhill Redevelopments, rep-
resented by Counsel Michael
McQuaid, countered, however,
that plans were indeed in order
and have met with the approval of
the Ministry of the Environment,
the Toronto Region Conservation
Authority, and the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority
and should be given the go-
ahead.
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OMB Westhill 
decision expected 
“within months”

The request to grant a variance
made by Westhill Redevelopment
Company for a planned condo-
minium-golf-course development
in south Aurora despite objections
from the Town of Aurora, is now in
the hands of the Ontario Municipal
Board (OMB) after lengthy 
hearings concluded on Friday.

Representatives from the Town
of Aurora, Westhill
Redevelopment, and the Region
of York were on hand at Town Hall
for the final three days of the OMB
hearing from January 5 to January
7 where they had a chance to
present their final arguments on
various sticking points in the case. 

The Town, represented by
counsels Roger Beaman and

Skating or playing hockey at Aurora’s Town Park during the evening is like being there in the
daytime, as “Aurora Borealis” is now in full service. Lighted trees in the neighbourhood pro-
vide enough light to illuminate the ice surface, which, obviously, is the place to be at night.
Former parks foreman Norm Weller was impressed. His letter of praise is on Page 4.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

She has high hopes for huge fundraiser
"Go big or go home", is the

motto of Aurora resident Shay
Pileggi as she looks ahead to
bringing her "Wishmania" fundrais-
er to Aurora this spring.

As The Auroran reported last
week, Ms. Pileggi was one of sever-
al recipients under the Town of
Aurora's 2010 grant program, and
with her grant in hand and her
venue secured, plans are now
slowly but surely coming into place
to raise money for the Children's
Wish Foundation of Canada.

"[The event] is targeted towards
families," said Ms. Pileggi. "We're
trying to come up with something
for all ages, right from toddlers to
teens and tweens and adults, and
women and men. It's January and
this is my first week of getting back
to work on it and we have until
June."

At the moment, she plans on

having a silent auction, which could
evolve into a live auction closer to
the event date, having a celebrity
on site for a meet and greet with
guests and participants, and crack-
ing the Guinness Book of World
Records for creating the "world's
largest human smiley face". 

"We have an official registry
number with Guinness [but] there
will not be an adjudicator present at
the site because it is so expensive,"
she explained.  "I would rather give
the money to charity instead of
spending $7,000 to have an adjudi-
cator there because it doesn't
make a difference. All it does is take
a little bit longer for them to get
back to us but it doesn't nullify the
attempt in any manner."

As it stands, 600 could be the
magic number for making the next
edition of the book. 

"I need to keep checking in

because records are broken daily,
weekly, monthly, but this seems to
be one that is achievable," she
said. "I'm quite confident that we
are going to be able to do it. 

"I'm expecting Mayor Dawe to
come out and bear witness to the
event, and I am also going to be
having a booth at the Aurora Street
Sale on June 5 to promote the
event, and hopefully hold a pre-reg-
istration for participants who want
to be part of the record breaker. 

"The last record was set in
Latvia on September 22 of last year
and they broke the record with 551
people, so I'm looking for 600 or
more."

Raising money for the Children's
Wish Foundation isn't new territory
for this stay-at-home mom of two
young daughters.

An Aurora resident for more
than 30 years, Ms. Pileggi has

helped raise nearly $10,000 for the
charity both here in Town and in
Innisfil. 

"I've had two smaller charity
events located on Bigwin Drive a
couple of years ago," she said. "It
started off as just a neighbourhood
thing that was happening. Our
neighbour was building this gigan-
tic 15-foot snow dinosaur and we
noticed that people were flocking to
see it.

"I said, 'You know, I think this is
a great opportunity to try to turn this
into something positive where we
can help other people; let's do it for
the Children's Wish' and we did. It
was unbelievable. We had two
weeks to set up the event. We've
done this twice and we've raised
$6,000 just on our street.

"This isn't anything corporate;
this was just street-level donations

Please see page 3

ALISON COLLINS-MRAKAS

Former Aurora Councillor
Alison Collins-Mrakas will
host a new political show
“Our Town”, beginning at 7
p.m. on theauroran.com start-
ing Wednesday, January 19.
The live show, a half hour in
length, will discuss politics in
Aurora.
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COMING EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12
Southlake Regional Health Centre is

offering to the community of Aurora a
free lecture series on cancer preven-
tion, diagnosis, and treatment. The
next lecture will be held this evening,
at 5.45 p.m. in the Hospital’s Medical
Arts Building (581 Davis Drive - Level
6). the presenter is Michael Sherar,
Vice President, Planning and Regional
Programs, Cancer Care Ontario and
his topic is “The Ontario Cancer Plan
2011-2015: A Roadmap for Improving
Ontario’s Cancer Services.” To register
call 905-895-4521, ext. 6947. For more
information, visit
www.southlakeregional.org.

* * * *
Star t ing today and continuing

Wednesday mornings until March 9th,
from 10 a.m. to noon, Hospice King-
Aurora will offer free Water Colour
Painting for Cancer Patients at 155
King Road, Oak Ridges.  To register
and for fur ther information, call 905-
773-0155.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 13
There are still a couple of seats

available for the Computer Basics
class that begins at the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre today. If you plan to
attend give your name to the reception
team who will contact you with details.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 14
At the Aurora Seniors’ Centre

tonight will be "Video Concert Night".
Videos will be projected onto the wall
of the Mackenzie Room. A special sur-
round-sound speaker system will be
used. Seating is Bistro style. Building
is wheelchair accessible. Dress is
casual. Everyone is welcome. Tickets
a r e  
available in advance at front desk and
at the door. $5 per person. Doors open
at 7 p.m. ant the show star ts at 7.30
p.m. for about two hours.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18
Movie at the seniors’ centre is “The

Year of Getting to Know Us” (AA; 90
min) starring Jimmy Fallon and Sharon
Stone. Movie star ts at 6.30 p.m. sharp
and the cost is $1.50 for members and
$2 for non-members. Cost includes the
movie, refreshments and treats.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22

Church Street, presents the first in a
three-lecture ser ies “Our Aurora
Heritage: Taking a Closer Look”, an
informative series of evening chats by
local histor ian Jacqueline Stuar t.
Tonight’s feature is Looking Through
the Layers: Clues to Aurora’s Past in
Our Present Surroundings.
Complimentary admission and refresh-
ments, no registration required; star ts
at 7 p.m. Wheelchair accessible at
north entrance. For information 

phone 905-713-1818 or e-mail

info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 20

The f irst Aurora Chamber of
Commerce Networking Breakfast of the
New Year, sponsored by Honsberger
Physiotherapy, is this morning at St.
Andrew’s Valley Golf Club, 4 Pinnacle
Trail, from 7.30 a.m. to 9 a.m.   These
popular breakfasts feature a hot buffet
breakfast, formal networking, and a
business card exchange.  Cost to
Chamber members is $20, or $30 for
guests.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22
Robbie Burns night at the Aurora

Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North,
features a l ive celt ic-rock band,
Hadrian’s Wall. Cocktails at 6 p.m., din-
ner at 7 p.m. Tickets, available from all
members of the White Heather Pipes
and Drums band or from the bar at the
Legion star ting Dec. 1, are $40 per
person.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25
Movie at the Seniors’ Centre is “Wall

Street” (PG-13; 133 min) starr ing
Michael Douglas, Shia LeBeouf and
Susan Sarandon. Movie star ts at 6.30
p.m. sharp and the cost is $1.50 for
members and $2 for non-members.
Cost includes the movie, refreshments
and treats.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26
The Aurora Chamber of Commerce

is hosting an information session,
“How to Manage Your Small Business
Electr icity Costs with Time-of-Use
Rates” at the Aurora Public Library in
the Magna Room,  from 6.30 p.m. to 8
p.m. tonight.  The event is sponsored
by PowerStream, and is open to the
public. Cost is complimentary. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Are you ready for some HEAT? In

the coldest month of the year, come to
the Aurora Cultural Centre and warm
up with David Howard's amazing clas-
sical and flamenco guitar music. Tracie
and Daniel will dance the Latin Tango,
Rhumba and Salsa in full costume and
you'll see for yourself How Raven Stole
the Sun in an original short play by
Maissa Bessada and Neal Arbic, pre-
sented by the Samsara Players.
Canadian actor and singer Brent
Titcomb will share his ar tistry. Show
begins at 2.30 p.m. 
Tickets are available online at
www.pandorasboxsalon.com or by call-
ing 289-221-0229. They are $35 adult;
$25 student/senior; or $95 for a family
of four.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Bowl For Kids Sake, presented by

the Big Brothers Big Sisters of York,
will hold its Aurora Community Day
today from 1 to 5.30 p.m. at the
Gateway Café and Lanes. Call 
Mary Lynn Stephenson at 
905-726-2149, extension 305 to book 

a lane for your team. 
* * * *

Explore different colours, textures
and designs in glass with Daniela
Weston while you create your own
unique stained glass sun catcher at the
Aurora Public Library. Event costs $15
which includes all materials and is
open for youngsters ages 9 to 14.
Event lasts two hours and begins at
1.30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23
Retired York Regional Police Chief

Armand La Barge will be honoured by
the Community Living
Newmarket/Aurora District at its ninth
annual Community Tr ibute Dinner
tonight. The event will be held at The
Manor, Carrying Place Golf & Country

Club, 16750 Weston Road in Kettleby.
The dinner is the major fundraising
event of the year for Community Living
and all proceeds will go to support
people who have an intellectual dis-
ability. Tickets are $125 each ($1,000
for a table of eight) and can be pur-
chased online through the Community
Living website at www.clnad.com or by
calling 905-898-3000, ext. 258. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 24
Embarrassed by your bare wrists?

Get beading! Show off your sense of
style with a unique beaded backpack
pin and a fashionable suede bracelet
made at the Aurora Public Library from
6.30 to 8 p.m. This program is for
youngsters aged 9 to 14 and costs $8
which includes all materials.              
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FOR SALESOLD
RESULTS!

A name you know... 
a person you trust!

Direct: 905-727-1961

Susan Cowen 
Sales Representative

Independently owned and operated

York Group 
Realty Inc. Brokerage 

susan@susancowen.com

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Reg.  up to $59.99

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East, Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre
289 Wellington Street East Aurora L4G 6H6

g
Check here next week for more bargains

AURORA        HOME HARDWARE

CLEARANCE CORNERCLEARANCE CORNER

Quantities are limited on these clearance items.

 159Only
99$

Aspen 
wall mounted 

Electric 
Fireplaces

  

Reg.  up to $59.99

Check here next week for more bargains
Quantities are limited on these clearance items.

Assorted decorative curtain rods
66” – 120”

Was – $399.99  Then – $199.99

NOW

 40Only
00$NOW

Miscellaneous

Vanities
24”, 30”, 36” 

with tops 
From $99.99 

Must see in-store

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Tucked in the Orchard
Heights Plaza (at Yonge St. 
and Orchard Heights), On
The Bean is a regular 
meeting place for friends and
business people. 

Owner, Frank Gu sees
that his patrons are 
welcomed with a warm hello,
often by their name -- 
so it's one of those 
rare jewels.   

A really good cup of fresh
brewed coffee, latte or 

cappucino, home-made
soups, salads and sandwiches
are ready for hungry folks on
the go.  

But if you want to slow
down your pace, there are
shelves of books at 
give-away prices, comfort-
able seating and free WiFi.

There's no question, it's
the warm, friendly service
and cozy atmosphere that
makes On the Bean Aurora's
local favourite.

CAO outlines progress made by Aurora
As the Town of Aurora

prepared to wind down for
Christmas holidays, it
became reflective of the
year passed and of the high-
lights that came with 2010.

"Town staff have worked
hard to set the bar on serv-
ing the people that matter
the most in Aurora, those
who live and work in the
Town," said Aurora CAO
Neil Garbe, in a pre-
Christmas statement. "In
2011, we look forward to

collaboratively working with
the new mayor and council
to complete ongoing proj-
ects as well as pursuing
new initiatives to make our
community better."

In the release, entitled
"You are in good company"
and prepared by Jason
Ballantyne, Aurora's
Manager of Corporate
Communications, the Town
emphasised several com-
munity "advancements" and
projects to underscore this

"Furthering economic
recovery and job creation in
Newmarket and Aurora will
continue to [be] my priority
going forward. Nationally,

providing economic stability
and financial security for
Canadians while working
towards a balanced budget
will be a key focus."

principle. 
Such projects include the

lease of the former hydro
building on Industrial
Parkway to the Department
of National Defence, which
is expected to become the
new home of the Queen's
York Rangers, the sale of
Town properties on Leslie
Street and Ross Street, and
the reconstruction of several
roads in Town, including
Nisbet Drive and Kemano
Road.

It also heralded various
studies and programs
undertaken by the Town,
including the adoption of the
Official Plan, development
of the Business Retention
and Expansion Program,
the completion of a five-year
Corporate Environmental
Master Plan, the develop-
ment of a property manage-
ment program for investors,
and retaining a consultant to
develop a Customer Service
Strategy "to better serve the
residents and businesses of
Aurora.”

Parks, recreation and
environmental issues were
included on the Town's
report card as well.

"The Town completed
the construction of the
Stewart Burnett baseball
diamond (located in the
park next to the Stronach
Aurora Recreation
Complex) and created its
first Aurora Borealis spon-
sorship program," said Mr.
Ballantyne.

"In August, 2010, the

Town completed its five-year
Corporate Environmental
Master Plan, which will
guide the Town in various
new and ongoing environ-
mental initiatives, striving to
keep our community clean,
green and healthy." 

Also reflective at this
time of year was
Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois
Brown who highlighted sev-
eral local projects that
received federal funds in
2010, including over $1.5
million to Aurora's waste-
water infrastructure, $1.4
million towards the replaced
GO Transit bridge, and near-
ly $245,000 to retrofit Town
buildings.

"I am pleased at the con-
tinued progress we made in
2010 on local job creation,
funding for infrastructure,
and cooperation between all
levels of governments," said
Ms. Brown in a statement.

"All three were part of the
mandate I was elected on
two years ago and great
strides have been made on
all accounts. Millions of fed-
eral dollars have flowed into
Newmarket and Aurora,
stimulating economic activi-
ty and creating new employ-
ment opportunities within
both private and public sec-
tors."

With the possibility of a
Spring election, should the
opposition follow through on
defeating the government's
b u d g e t ,  M s .  B r o w n
appeared to be looking
towards what may lie ahead.NEIL GARBE

Westhill project goes to OMB

Woman hopes 
to rouse Guinness

should be given the go-
ahead.

Last week's hearings fol-
low days set out to take wit-
ness testimony last year.

A final decision is expect-
ed from the Ontario
Municipal Board within
months.

"This concludes what has
been a long case, but I must
say I think... given the num-
ber of issues involved, it was
very efficiently presented to
me and for that I thank coun-
sel for all parties as well as
witnesses," said Jan
Seaborn, Vice-Chair for the
Ontario Municipal Board,
who oversaw the hearings.

"These cases aren't easy
and it's not so much
because of the technical
nature of the evidence, but
when I say these cases, this
is a case where all Counsel
have done an excellent job
on behalf of their respective
clients, as have their
experts. 

"It's not always the case

in hearings before me, but I
can say on this one, to the
extent that a client is dissat-
isfied with the outcome, I
hope they don't blame the
expert witnesses or the
Counsel they retained
because everyone has
acted in a most professional
way throughout. 

"To that end, as when I
sift through all this, it will
make my job easier. I thank
everyone for that."

In thanking those
involved in making the hear-
ings possible, including
Town Staff who made Town
Hall available last week, as
well as the former Public
Library building available for
earlier hearings, Ms.
Seaborn said she hoped to
be able to hand down her
decision sooner rather than
later.

"As you know, when we
reserve a decision I have to
reduce it to writing," she
said. "I'm not going to give a
prediction to anyone as to
how long it will (take to) be

issued. It really depends
over the next couple of
months how much time I am
allocated on the calendar for
writing, as opposed to going
to hearings and that is a little
bit uncertain at this point."

Summaries of arguments
presented by the Town of
Aurora, the Westhill
Redevelopment Company,
and the Region of York 
can be found on 
page 11.

From page 1

from people who were com-
ing by. This time I am looking
to go a little bit bigger."

Ms. Pileggi, who
describes herself as a
"strong believer in children's
charities" was first drawn to
the Children's Wish
Foundation after reading
several years ago that it had
taken a "big hit" in recent
economic times and set out
to raise funds for the cause in
annual events.

"I don't have children that
require their services but it is
just something I care a lot

about," she said. 
In her work, she said

these kinds of community
events bring out the best in
Aurorans. 

"I notice with these small
town events, everyone
enjoys themselves and it just
seems to bring the communi-
ty together. I really, really
enjoy that and it is really
noticeable. People show a lot
of camaraderie and I think
that is very good for Aurora. 

"I think at some point in
everyone's life they should
get out there and try to make
a difference to someone."

From page 1

ON THE BEAN Coffee House

Advertorial
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Want to meet and have your picture taken with Elvis
Presley?

It will happen Saturday, May 14, at DiNardo’s Mansion
on Industrial Parkway South.

Elvis will be there. Or, at least, a world-champion rein-
carnation!

The evening should be what the organizer hopes will
turn into an annual event

It will probably be known as the Aurora Inaugural “I
Love Rock and Roll” Dinner Dance.

“I don't know just yet which local charity it will support,
several have been contacted", said organizer and Elvis-
lover Alan Hayes. “I will know for sure by early next week.”

Hayes will head a committee meeting this Thursday,
January 13.

If eveything goes according to Hoyle, here’s what you
can expect:

It’ll cost you $55 a head to get in, but that includes a
three-course meal. Alan hopes he can sell tables of 10 for
500 bucks.

A live rock and roll band “Freddie Vette and the
Flames” from Belleville, will entertain for 45-minute sets
beginning at 8.30 and continuing until 11.30 p.m.

The band is a favourite at the annual Elvis Festival in
Collingwood each year.

“Elvis” will greet you at the door, and will serenade you
during dinner.

A silent auction will also be held from 6.30 p.m. to 9
p.m.

Again, the organizer isn’t sure yet who the charity will
be, but whoever it is, they should make a few bucks from
the event.

Tickets will be available soon from selected Aurora,
Newmarket and Richmond Hill locations.

For more information visit the event website at:
www.iloverockandroll.ca

If you’re an “Elvis” fan, and I know I am, this event
should be a blast. Can’t wait. Stay tuned.

KARAOKE

Perhaps it’s karaoke that turns your crank.
In that case, consider this:
There will be a Karaoke Night at the Aurora Seniors’

Centre Friday, January 28 beginning at 7 p.m. and 
continuing until 11.

Emceed by Newmarket’s Larry Blight, there are prizes
that will be won during the evening of singing and 
dancing.

Tickets are $10 and are available at the Centre’s
reception desk, inside the building at 5 Municipal Drive,
which is right across the parking lot from the Aurora Town
Hall.

“Elvis” coming
to Aurora

It took a lot of work to put streetcar tracks on
Yonge Street as these top two photos indicate, but,
apparently, it was worth it when the job was done,
bottom photo. In the top picture, a switch is
installed at Yonge and Wellington, allowing freight
cars to go to Collis Leather, located on Tyler Street.
We can’t explain the “ghost” seen in the upper left
part of the photo, climbing over the dirt. In the mid-
dle photo, work on the street railway continues as
workers struggle on Yonge St. looking south from
Mosley, and the finished line is seen in the bottom
photo. Pictures were taken in September, 1927. By
the way, last week’s answer was the parking lot
behind the T-D bank on Wellington Street East.
Winning lunch for two at the Legion was Anne
VanderPost, who knew where F.J. Smith’s Shoe
Shop was.

Streetcars
in Aurora

Town Park lights
captivate reader

To the editor,

Shir l  and I  just
returned to our condo
from our second tr ip to
the Town Park.

Wow…thousands of
coloured l ights, so
breathtaking that I want-
ed to ensure that the
whole town knew about
our own Aurora Borealis!

A little homework and
the name Shelley Ware
kept coming up.

My sources (yes, I stil l
have them) tell me that it
was Shelley who came
up with the idea, raised
the money and spear-
headed the project.

My second tr ip was to
examine closely to see if

there were any emerald
green lights (like Town of
Aurora Parks
Depar tment trucks
should be) then to call
Jim Tree to find out if his
Depar tment had any-
thing to do with this proj-
ect.

Jim gave Shelley all
the glory, but did hint
that this may be the
beginning of a far
greater show next year.

Be sure to visit the
Town Park to witness the
beauty.

Jim, I hope that you
got emerald green trucks
for Christmas!

Norm Weller
Aurora



Consider this resolution

Front Porch
Perspective

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston
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By Stephen Somerville 

Over the past two weeks, many people, including
myself, have looked back at the year 2010 in Aurora.  

And what an exciting one it was, with a long and
decisive municipal election campaign, the opening of
the Aurora Cultural Centre, on Church Street, and a
number of master plans approved that will shape the
future of the town for many years to come.

But what will the new year hold for Aurora?   Here's
what I am predicting for 2011...

-The new council will spend most of the first part of
the year endeavouring to erase any traces of deci-
sions made by the previous council. 

-No matter when winter finally ends Aurorans will
be unanimous in their view that the season was too
long.

-The Farmer's Market will open a number of weeks
before any of the first local crops are ready to be
picked, but will still be a success.

-The best on-ice playoff entertainment this spring
will be at the ACC - that's the Aurora Community
Centre, not the Air Canada Centre. 

-The motives of anyone who lives outside of town
who tries to coordinate a festival, parade or other
Aurora special event will be viewed with some suspi-
cion.

-The Letters to the Editor pages of The Auroran will
continue to be a primary forum for Council communi-

cation.
-The town's non-participation in the Communities in

Bloom competition will be blamed in part on the annu-
al summer water ban. On the plus side, the annual
dandelion crop will turn the town a sunny shade of yel-
low through the summer.

-The volume and variety of town special events
offered through the summer will make deciding on
which ones to enjoy a challenge for many Aurorans.

-No fewer than eight election signs from the Fall
2010 municipal election will be found during the
Mayor's Clean-up Day.

-The actual Nokiidaa Trail link at McKenzie Marsh
will be completed, but the extensive landscaping and
interpretive themes envisioned for the area will be
deferred.

-The increasing volume of cars entering and leav-
ing the GO parking areas each day will make people
think the traffic chaos traditionally associated with the
intersection of Yonge and Wellington isn't so bad after
all.  

-Controversy about many elements of the master
plans (Yonge Street Promenade, Trails, Accessibility,
Recreation, 2C lands, etc) developed and approved by
the previous council, will delay their implementation.

-New stores and restaurants will open on Yonge
Street, but a greater number on this road will close as

the economic heart of town continues to shift east-
wards.

-The figure noted on the "Aurora" sign at Highway
404 and Bloomington will continue to reflect the
town's population from 1997.

-Tests of local school children will reveal that 85
per cent of them can find Sweden on a world map, but
only five per cent realize that Aurora has a twin city,
Leksand, located in that Scandinavian country.

-No new speed bumps will be introduced in
Aurora's neighbourhoods, but traffic calming will be
introduced, when the Region further reduces speed
limits on the main routes through town.  

-As the Fall provincial election looms, Stephen
Somerville will make several predictions about the
outcome, which will be about as accurate as his annu-
al predictions on the success of Toronto Maple Leafs
in their upcoming hockey season.

-Council will almost manage to balance the town's
budget, but only by deferring a large number of proj-
ects, most of which were already deferred from 2010.

-As the year winds to a close, the fate of the Petch
House and Wells Street School will still be outstand-
ing, and both buildings will remain standing. 

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

The good citizens of Aurora cast their collective
municipal ballots in November and overwhelmingly
voted for change.

One of the things that I believed really hindered the
last council term was that neither the mayor nor the
council did a good enough job either communicating
what their priorities were or, when they had a success,
letting this community know about it.

Sure, the past mayor and council did try to rectify this
situation somewhat by listing their collective Committee
achievements; but it was too late in the game.

If you go to the Town website you will find a docu-
ment produced by Neil Garbe, the Chief Administrative
Officer for Aurora. It is titled, "Committee
Accomplishments 2007-2010" and it is dated August 17,
2010.

A couple of brief paragraphs from the Report:
"This document serves to highlight the accomplish-

ments of each council-appointed advisory committee
completed during the 2007-2010 term.”

"The results reflect the combined efforts of many
individuals, committees and council members working
to produce results that are beneficial to the residents of
Aurora."

"Finally, they are proof of the ongoing partnership

between stafff, council and the committees. This part-
nership, along with a shared vision and hard work by all
parties, has resulted in the long list of accomplishments
outlined in this document."

There are certainly a lot of accomplishments listed
over the 23 pages of the report, but this type of report
should be done quarterly and in a format that is quickly
and easily digestible.

People are busy and don't spend a lot of time think-
ing about municipal issues between elections, so the
mayor and council need to spend time thinking about
how they can trumpet their triumphs.

As the mayor and council have been meeting over
the past few weeks, I believe the adoption of a resolu-
tion regarding their collective intentions over the coming
year would be a good idea.

The resolution could be presented, and possibly
printed in this newspaper, anytime over the next few
weeks.

In the spirit of the just finished holiday season, I will
even offer an initial skeletal draft of such resolution for
council's consideration:

"Be it resolved that there is unanimous agreement
among the mayor and all eight councillors that the 
following four items are our foremost priorities over the

coming year:
1.) A budget will be developed that clearly shows the

varying trade-offs of various tax levels versus various
service levels. We will work to minimize the tax
increase;

2.) We commit to full public disclosure of Town of
Aurora business - including legal fees (internal and
external) - unless this information is restricted by an
order of the Court;

3.) We commit to an economic development plan
containing a measurable strategy to slow down or
reverse the residential to commercial tax ratio;

4.) Aurora needs a strong voice at the Region. We
commit to improving our attendance and participation
record and work with fellow regional councillors to
secure a second seat on Regional Council for Aurora.

"Be it further resolved that council will produce a
quarterly or semi-annual scorecard or specific update
for the citizens of Aurora that will be published in the
local newspaper so the citizens can monitor the
progress on these agreed upon priorities."

Cheers.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

2011 Predictions for Aurora
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

PARK PLACE MANOR 
HAIR SALON 
15055 Yonge St. 

For information, call Bess 416-562-6305

Perm $70 • Colour $55 • Hi Lite $70 
Price includes Cut, Style & HST. 

Gift Certificates Available 
$10 off first visit 

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

York    Spring    
Division of York Spring & Radiator Service 1968Division of York Spring & Radiator Service 196

BEAT 
THE 
SNOW!

• Extra Leaves &  Rearching 
• Timbren Load Springs 
• Air Bags 
• Air Lifts 
• H. Duty Shocks 
• Trailer Hitches 

Get your 
truck ready 

for snowplowing, 
salting, firewood

727-3121
60 Industrial Pkwy N., Aurora 
Don’t get caught with your bumper dragging

Service 

905

Former resident loved Aurora
To the editor,

As a former Auroran (the
town, not the newspaper,
although I happily accept
that connection, too, albeit
dated), I have for some time
viewed with alarm, dismay
and utter disbelief the
reported chicanery and
what might be termed dan-
gerous goings-on within
council now past, "past" at
least for the most part.

Keep your fingers
crossed and refrain from

reading Angels and
Demons.

My claim to being an
Auroran (not that your read-
ers give a tinker's you-
know-what) is based upon a
relatively short-lived con-
nection, a little less than six
years in the 1970s, but I
loved that town and many of
the people in it.  

But I digress.
The real purpose of this

diatribe…uh…dialogue, is
to address the matter of
people reportedly being

seen in places when they
really weren't there, at least
according to those same
people.  

And I must stress, there
has been NO suggestion
this was a dope deal or any-
thing related to dope, plural
or singular.

Actually, I should be
using the term "persons",
rather than "people",
because that was the edict -
one of them - of the editor of
this newspaper when he
was editor of The Banner

(when it was a real newspa-
per).  And what a newspa-
per it was!  Ah, the good ol'
days.

But I digress.  
In my reading, over and

over again, of the letters
and reports about this
strange stretch of seeming
truth and imagination, the
scary but seemingly real
truth of the matter came to
me in a flash of Canada Day
fireworks on Richardson
Drive and the sound of an
organ playing the Spike

Jones classic "Cocktails for
Two" (not THAT Spike
Jones, the original one from
the 1940s). For those under
60, Google it.

The little fellow on my left
shoulder is still whispering
into my ear, "Who gives a
flying fig if two councillors
met in a coffee shop…or in
the production room of The
Auroran, for that matter, and
why would councillors make
such a noise about being
seen?".  

The truth, I suggest,
might be found in the base-
ments of the very council-
lors who reportedly shared
table and, dare I say it, con-
versation, in a public coffee
joint, where anyone could
have walked in and seen or
even heard them.  

After all, it IS a public
place. Shades of James
Bond and MI5…or is it MI6?
I could never keep those two
straight. But I loved Ursula
Andress in….never mind.

But I digress.
That aforementioned

truth may be found by care-
ful inspection of….wait for
it…the basements of the
persons who reportedly
appeared to be the two
councillors in question. 

Yes!  That explains the
mystery.

Yes, PODS, evidence of
Pod people, those creatures
that become doppelgangers
of humans and, although
lacking emotion, can pass
for those same humans, at
least in appearance.  

You don't think it podda-
ble…uh…possible?

Well, just take a look at
the Wikipedia page, found
online at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Pod_People_%28Invasion_
of_the_Body_Snatchers%2
9.

Pay particular attention
to this sentence: "The Pods'
(possessive plural…do they
still teach that in school?)
sole purpose in life was that
of individual survival, with
no attention given to the civ-
ilizations they conquered or
the resources they squan-
dered".

If that's not scary, I don't
know what is.

Good luck to Aurora,
Canada's Birthday
Town…until past council
decided otherwise.

Bob Cooke
Orillia in fact
Aurora at heart

Her “new” gadgets aren’t anymore
To the editor,

During the Holidays I
probably watched way too
much television and DVD’s
and also some VHS’s – (yes
I still have several VHS
players – no Blue thingy
yet) I probably have a Beta
player around the house
somewhere.

Don’t you just love “new
technology” that “they” keep
bringing out for us to spend
money on, making our
“newest/best technology”
redundant?

What do we do with the
now outdated players,
movies, etc?

I guess fill our landfill
sites – so much for recy-
cling and the environment. 

But I digress!
One of the shows that I

watched was “The View”. I
have always wanted to start
“The Canadian View” with
myself as the “Barbara
Walters” of Canada, of
course.

It would be different
because, as Canadians, we
are more polite - letting
each one have their own
opinion with no interrup-
tions, backbiting or blunt
criticisms and, as I recently
discovered, a lot of raised
voices.

I have one of those dog
barking devices in my fami-
ly room, where the dogs
can look out and voice their
opinions, hopefully to deter
them barking at every-
one/thing that passes by.

The little red light goes
on and apparently some
inaudible sound to humans
emanates and the idea is
that it stops them barking –
so far it isn’t working.

However, what did hap-
pen was that while The View
was on the red light kept
going on – the dogs kept
looking at me as if to say
“What the h---! We aren’t
barking – so why is the

sound coming out of that
machine?”

Then I realized that it was
the pitch of the ladies on
“The View” that was setting 
it off.

OMG, I couldn’t believe it
– but there it was.

I always found it very
annoying when the conver-
sations, I thought, turned
into high pitch verbal disser-
tations that I could not even
determine what was being
said with everyone interrupt-
ing, talking over and gener-
ally, in my opinion, being
rude.

But then, I am Canadian
and we don’t do that sort of
thing – do we? 

I also made note that
Oprah’s OWN network is
now available in the USA
and will start here in March.

But where?
She said she wanted to

offer an alternative, quality
programming to television
viewers.

This alternative is without
doubt going to cost us - big
time!

With all the hype, I am
sure that Rogers and others
are chomping at the bit to
start charging us for OWN.

I hate being tempted then
being coerced into spending
more money just to access
supposedly alternative,
quality programming that I
don’t know if I even want
‘cause I access it without
spending on an additional
package to have  VIVA, one
of the channels I lost when
Rogers bought ACI.

Like I said, I think I
watched too much TV lately.

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

Network says thanks for donations
To the editor,

Neighbourhood Network
recently wrapped up its
third annual Toy Drive - the
most successful one ever
thanks to the dig-deep gen-
erosity of local residents
and families who donated
more than 1,200 toys.

The toys - most of which
were donated anonymously
- were passed along to a

number of Neighbourhood
Network's partner organiza-
tions, including Big
Brothers Big Sisters,
Salvation Army, Safehaven,
Rose of Sharon, Blue Door
and the Women's Centre of
York Region. 

These local charities dis-
tributed everything from
Lego blocks and Barbie
dolls to hockey sticks and
hand-knit sweaters to chil-

dren right here in our own
community.

The outpouring of com-
passion and kindness dur-
ing these tough economic
times was truly inspirational
- everyone from local
schools such as Regency
Acres to the Aurora Seniors’
Centre donated toys.

Local businesses kicked
in as well, and in some
cases we even had children
come in with their parents to
donate toys that they had
bought themselves with
money they earned doing
chores around the house. 

On behalf of everyone
here at Neighbourhood
Network, thank you for your
incredible generosity. You
helped bring some joy and
happiness to a large num-
ber of children in our com-
munity this Christmas. 

Steve Hinder
Neighbourhood Network  

They saw lights
in the sky, too
To the editor,

In regards to the letters
to the editor about the
three strange lights hover-
ing in the sky on the night
of November 12th - these
two people were not alone
in witnessing the event.

We also saw the lights
while enjoying a walk
through Town Park.

I took photographs of
the lights as they slowly
hovered upwards and drift-
ed North before abruptly
disappearing without any

sound.
We noticed a few other

people had stopped their
cars and gotten out to try
to figure out what it might
have been.

We've since looked for
the report from the
National UFO Reporting
Centre mentioned in the
first letter (Nov. 23 issue),
but have not had any luck
finding it.

Reilly Hodgson
April Crouch
Aurora



THE AURORAN, Week of January 11, 2011  - 7

Letters to the Editor

G R E A T  A R T I S T  P I A N O  S E R I E S
Music at the Centre

Enjoy our opening season with the artistry of four piano masters. The beautifully
restored Church Street School (circa 1886) provides an intimate salon setting
for a memorable experience of beautiful music performed by some of Canada’s
greatest artists on the Centre’s sensational Yamaha C7 grand piano.

Anton Kuerti Friday, February 25, 2011  8pm
“One of the truly great pianists of this century” – CD Review (London)
All Beethoven Program: including the Appassionata Sonata, 
op. 57 and a lecture/performance of the Diabelli Variations

Jane Coop Friday, March 25, 2011  8pm
“This exquisite recital was played with remarkable sensitivity and
refinement by Jane Coop“ – New York Daily News
Program to include Beethoven’s Eroica Variations and 
Scriabin Etudes

Jamie Parker Friday, April 29, 2011  8pm
Two-time Juno award winner Jamie Parker presents 
’Music of the Night,’ including Chopin’s Nocturnes, Debussy’s 
La Soiree dans Grenade, and Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata.

Elizabeth Schumann Friday, May 27, 2011  8pm
Introducing the prize-winning young pianist     
“Devastatingly good – the sort of performance you experience not so
much with your ears as your solar plexus” – Washington Post Magazine
Program features piano music by Chopin and Liszt.

Tickets Subscription: Series: (all 4 concerts)  $90 adult   $75 senior or student
Single Tickets: Kuerti, Coop, Parker   $30 adult    $25 senior or student  •••  Schumann  $15

Tickets available by calling the Centre Box Office, emailing info@auroraculturalcentre.ca or by 
visiting the Centre.  BOX OFFICE  905 713-1818 (hours 9am to 4pm,  Mon to Fri)  or at the door.      

General Admission seating. Doors open 7pm.  Fully accessible building.  
VISA  Mastercard  Debit  Cash  Cheque

Inaugural season made possible through the generosity of Bonnie & Norbert Kraft

AURORA CULTURAL CENTRE
CHURCH ST. SCHOOL, 22 CHURCH ST., AURORA ON  L4G 1G4   905.713.1818

info@auroraculturalcentre.ca       www.auroraculturalcentre.ca

“Talk to me and discover how 
The Plan by Investors Group™

Can help put more money in 
your pocket today.” 

Visit my new website:

 jenniferchristensen.com 
Please call for upcoming seminar information

Jennifer Christensen, 
B.A. CFP, CDFA, TEP

Ph. 905-726-8236

Aurora Based Real Estate Brokerage

Matthew Handley
Owner & Broker of Record

- Over $800 Million in Transactions
- Attended Law School in the US
- Gov. Registered Broker of Record

Residential & Commercial Real Estate Brokerage
Bexhill Realty Inc., Brokerage

“I will provide you with Honest,
Straight Forward Advice, a

clear Marketing Plan and de-
liver a Sale of your home for

Top Market Value”

We Provide a Professional Home Stager
FREE to All Our Listing Clientswww.bexhillrealty.com

Tel. 905 503 1737

Reader wonders
about foxes 

spending time on hill
To the editor,

Two adult foxes have spent the day on the hill
behind our home.

Not a usual sighting.
I wonder if the thaw has driven them from their lair.

Bill Hack
Aurora

They found satisfaction
at Aurora Animal Clinic

An open letter to
Auroran columnist
Stephen Somerville

Dear Stephen:

I would like to take the
time to comment on your
recent ar ticle entit led
"Customer service in
Aurora- Round IV."

I have a personal story
that I would like to share
with you around this sub-
ject.

In March of 2009, our
beloved minature pinsch-

er Scout, was diagnosed
with terminal bladder
cancer.

Scout has been a
patient of Dr. D. McClean
at the Aurora Animal
Clinic since around 2007.
Throughout this period
Scout has been under the
skil led care of Drs.
McClean and Bill Hanson
as well as their wonderful
support team of profes-
sional veterinarian tech-
nicians.

We came to know of
the Aurora Animal Clinic

when we were referred by
a family friend  who also
has had the good fortune
of having their dog treat-
ed there.

Every visit begins with
a warm and genuine hello
and question about
Scout's welfare.

We are made to feel
valued and that these
professionals really do
care about our pet.

All our questions and
concerns are addressed
quickly and with compas-
sion.

I know that we are
blessed to have a number
of wonderful vets in York
Region, and for that I am
thankful, however, the
Aurora Animal clinic team
in our minds are the very
best of the best.

Dr. McClean is a won-
derful and caring vet and
human being.

Words cannot convey
our very deep gratitude
for his expert care and
kind manner displayed to
our Scout.

In a time where many
of us are all too well
aware of the pitfalls of
poor customer service,
what a delight and sheer
pleasure to be served by
such compassionate and
wonderful individuals.

We will never be able
to repay Drs. McClean
and Hanson and their
fantastic team for their
commitment to our pet.

If you need a terrific
vet with a heart of gold
and a real love of animals
I encourage you to give
the Aurora Animal Clinic
a call.  

D. Carson, P. Strauch
and Scout
Aurora

Comments “irrational”,
this reader maintains
To the editor,

Mrs. Morris: thumbs up,
thumbs down.                                                  

If a duly elected munic-
ipal official, in that capac-
ity, is maligned and by,
majority vote, is support-
ed by members of town
council, in taking remedial
action (at taxpayers’
expense), in my layman's
opinion a subsequent
newly installed town
council cannot, then, pro-
ceed with a decision to
not support that action.

The Auroran’s paper
dated January 04/2011
has readings of unbeliev-
able, irrational comments,
such as "it was 1 a.m.",

"second  thoughts", "resi-
dents of Aurora do not
agree", which are totally
irrelevant.

The cardinal aspect is
the validity of the action.

That decision was
made, stick with it.

I do not know Mrs.
Morris.

She cannot become
the victim of perceived
judgment errors of previ-
ous town council mem-
bers.

Alex Vander Veen
Aurora

Film Circuit sells more 
subscriptions than ever
To the editor,

The number of subscrip-
tions sold for the Aurora Film
Circuit's 2011 season are the
highest in its history.

The films are held at the
Aurora Cineplex theatres,
usually on the first Monday of
each month, from January to
November with a break in the
summer months of June, July,
and August.

Approximately 50 tickets
will be available for each
upcoming monthly film and
may be purchased for $12
from the Aurora Public Library.

The four films which start
the season are January 10
"Nowhere Boy"; February 
7 "Farewell"; March 
7 "Incendies"; and April 
11 "Made in Dagenham”.

Descriptions of these films
may be found on the Aurora
Film Circuit website at
<http://afc.l ibrary.aurora.
on.ca.

This year the AFC Steering
Committee said farewell to
three of its founding commit-
tee members: Jane Taylor
(Chairperson), Geoff Dawe
(Treasurer), and Christine
Woodley (PR and
Programming). Their involve-
ment will be greatly missed.

The Steering Committee
for 2011 is as follows: Colleen
Abbott and Cindy Veitch (Co-

Teacher’s name was Mary
To the editor,

Ted McClenny kindly let
me know about the old
photo from the Wells Street
High School reproduced in
your last issue.

It was a treat to look at
many familiar faces.

The caption asks
whether anyone remembers
the first name of Miss
Wilkie.

I’m probably the 100th
person to jump in on this
already, but my long-ago
memory recalls her as Mary
Wilkie.

And my treasured
archive, the 1955 telephone
book, says she lived at 147
Yonge Street North,
Richmond Hill.

Keith Kincaid
Toronto

Chairs); Henny Dawe, Sylvia
Gilchrist, Geoff Graves,
Monique Sirois-Kelly and
Doug Zack.

We look forward to an

interesting year of films.

Sylvia Gilchrist
Secretary
AFC Steering Committee
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Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

HOUSE LEAGUE
404 Tilemaster Blue  10 - Dillon

Varone 3G, Ethan Cohen 1G, Aaron
Preiano 1G, William Reid 1G, Andrew
Campbell 1G, John Li 1G, Nicolas
Alverez 2G.  406 Mastermind Toys
Powder Blue  3 - Cody Fisher 1G,
Tony Davelman 1G, Jay Sieber 1G.   

609 IOOF Aurora Lodge #148  9 -
Evan Lambert 4G, James Eydt 2G,
Calem Pollock 1G 2A, Zachary
Machell 1G, Joshua Fallavollita 1G,
Michael Montesanti 2A, Santino
Denuzzo 1A, Marcello Denuzzo 1A,
Jack Hughes 1A.  604 Orr &
Associates Insurance Brks Ltd.
Blue  1 - Ben Kissack 1G, Braeden
Wodehouse 1A.  

606 Aurora Chrysler Powder
Blue  6 - Will Ashton 3G 1A, Jordan
Elliott 1G 2A, Alex Carter 1G, Dylan
Cowell 1G, Connor Reilly 1A, Luke
Viera 1A.  607 Envirocar Kelly
Green  1 -  Alex Sesto 1G.  

610 Swiss Chalet & Harveys
Orange  4 .  603 Diamond
Groundskeeping Services White  2.

910 Philly Orange  4 - Brian
Pedron 2G, Ryan St. Germain 1G,
Thomas Scougall 1G, Stefan
Richardson 2A, Garth McBride 1A,
Graeme Allison 1A, Sajjad Akbar 1A.
907 Wooder Food Safety
Consulting Kelly Green  1 - Daniel
Antoniel 1G, C Karagiannis 1A.   

906 Ruff-N-Redi Powder Blue  3-
Josh Lawlor 2G, David Marsillo 1G,
Chris Falfalios 1A,  Andrew Seguin
1A, Alexander Seto 2A, Nick Moffatt
1A.  902 Boston Gold  2 - Tyler
Indos 1G, Kienan Osborne 1G,
Graham Joiner 1A, Trevor Rice 1A,
Brian Tree 1A.  

901 Graystones Restaurant Red
3 - Andrew Mar tin 1G, Stephen
Faiello 1G, Mathew Har t 1G,
Brandon Plourde 1A.  904 St. Louis
Blue  2 - JP Hudon 1G, Jordon
Caruso 1G, David Roberts 1A.   

908 Crabby Joe's Grey   6 - Ian
Smith, shutout, Ryan Dalcin 2G,
Ryan Eberlin 2G 2A, Eamon Reilly
1G, Gregory Mil l igan 1G, Jason
Eberlin 2A, Patrick Tardif 1A. 909
North York Plumbing & Heating
Teal  0.

1008 McAlpine Ford Grey  3 -
Kevin McCrudden 1G, Jaret Meron
1G, Adam Reid 1G 1A, Stephen
Newby 1A, Eric Presacco, shutout.

1006 BMO Bank of Montreal
Powder Blue  0.

1005 Aurora Home Hardware
Black  4 - Brandon Giniotis 2G, Ryan
Antionel 1G 1A, Jesse Bentolila 1G,
Chris Blumreisinger 1A.  1002 CW
Coop's Aurora Gold  4 - Nick
Zebrowski 1G, Matt Bishop 1G,
Dylan Cross 1G, Matt Schmitt 1G 1A,
Andrew McKay 1A.  

1006 BMO Bank of Montreal
Powder Blue  6 - Nick Heintzman 2G
1A, Tyler Lamantia 1G, Michael
Morson 1G, Brandon Pederson 1G
1A, Patr ick Jones 1G, Brandon
Connolly 1A, Michael Takahashi 1A,
James Harkin 1A, Sean Takahashi
1A. 1001 Pizzaville Aurora Red  4 -
Kamran Karamchi 2G, Josh
Klinowski 1G1A, Cooper Riswick 2A,
Egan Fennell 1A, Nick Di Nallo 1G
1A.  

1009 Backyard Pool & Spa Teal
6 - Braydon Jackson 1G, Daniel
Howie 3G, Brendan Strachan 1G,
Craig Bennett 1G 1A, Sean Maule
1A, Daniel Fusco 1A, Dylan Skelton
1A, Paul Andrews 1A, Brendan
Strachan 1A.  1001 Pizzaville
Aurora Red  2 - Josh Ashfield 1G
1A, Spencer George 1G, Aidan
Morris 1A, Jamie Hawkins 1A.  

1001 Pizzaville Aurora Red  3 -
Alex Payne 1G 1A, Spencer George
1G, Kamran Karamchi 1G, Zach
Ashfield 1A, Jamie Hawkins 1A. 1008
McAlpine Ford Grey  0 - Jamie
Cherutti 2G, Adam Reid 1G, Kenton
Gamble 1G 1A, Matt Miller 1G, Brett
Richardson 1G, Kevin McCrudden
1G, Stephen Newby 1A, Lucas
Hargrave 1A.  

1006 BMO Bank of Montreal
Powder Blue  5 - Michael Morson
2G, Sean Takahashi 1G, Alex
Heintzman 1G 1A, Nick Heintzman
1G, David Scott 3A, Tyler Lamantia
1A.  1001 Pizzaville Aurora Red  4 -
Spencer George 2G 2A, Kamran
Karamchi 1G 2A, Cooper Riswick 1G,
Josh Ashfield 2A, Alex Payne 1A.  

REP LEAGUE
Novice AE -  Aurora 4.

Richmond Hill  2.

Novice AE - Aurora  1.  
Georgina  0.  

Novice AE  - Aurora  2.  East
Gwilllimbury  0. 

Novice AE -  Richmond Hill   3.
Aurora 2.

M Atom AA -  Newmarket  5.
Aurora  2 - Harris Goan 1G, Anthony
DiPietro 1A, Anthony Iacovetta 1G,
Andrew Park 1A, Craig Therkildsen
1A.    

Atom A -  Bradford  3.   
Aurora  0.

Atom A - Newmarket  4.  
Aurora  0. 

Atom AE - Ottawa  4.   Aurora  0.

Atom AE - Gananoque  7.
Aurora  1 - Finn Reeves 1G, Lucas
Surace 1A.   

Atom AE -  Aurora  2 -  Justin
Evans 2G, Adam DePiero 1A, Parker
Lantz and Jacob Levy, shutout.
Syracuse 0.

Atom AE - Metcalfe-Russell   2.
Aurora 1 - Finn Reeves 1G.  

M Peewee A -  Markham  5.
Aurora  2.

M Peewee A -  East Gwillimbury
4.  Aurora  2 - Reid Carpenter 1G,
Stewart Gable 1G, Jordan Torres 2G,
Eric McGhie 1A, Curtis Romanchych
1A, Alexander Simardone 1A,
Clayton Allen 1A.    

M Peewee A -  Aurora  2 - Mark
Kalmisto 1G, Thomas Kostoff 1G,
Jack O'Keefe  1A.    Stouffville 1. 

M Peewee A -  Aurora  5 - Thomas
Kostoff 2G, Colin McGoldrick 1G,
Stewart Gable 1G, Eric McGhie 1G
1A, Alexander Simardone 1A, Reid
Carpenter 1A.  Bradford  1.

Peewee AA -  Aurora  4 -
Cameron Morrison 1G, Jared Brown
James Wyndham West 1G, Tyler
Williams 1G 1A, Evan Woodhead 1A,
Patrick Servideo 1A, Alec Magnante
1A, Graham Sanford.   TNT 1. 

Peewee AA -  Aurora  4 - James
Wyndham West 1G 1A, Cameron
Morrison 1G1A, Patrick Servideo 1G
1A, Tyler Williams 1G, Jared Brown
1A, Graham Sanford 1A, Austin
Pringle, shutout. Georgina  0.

Peewee AA -  Aurora 4 - Cameron
Morrison 1G, Patrick Servideo 2G,
Tyler Will iams 1G 1A, James
Wyndham West 1A, Alec Magnante
1A.  Georgina 2. 

Peewee A - Aurora 10 - Colin
Kostin 2G 2A, Matthew Liscio 1G 1A,
Daniel McConnell 2G, Alistair
Johnston 2G 2A, Mathew Tyndall 1G

2A, Evan Cherubini 1G 1A, Bryan
Manweiler 1G, Anthony Orlandi 1A,
Spencer White 2A, Eric Shennan 1A,
Jack Bryant 1A.   Orillia  2. 

Peewee A -  Aurora 4 - Matthew
Liscio 1G, Evan Cherubini 1G, Colin
Kostin 1G 1A, Cameron Zinner 1G,
Alistair Johnston 1A, Tristan Kuchar
1A, Mathew Tyndall 1A, Anthony
Orlandi 1A.   Caledon  4.

Peewee AE -  Aurora  3 - Brendin
Ramsay 2G 1A,  Nick Pearce 1G 1A,
Michael DaCosta 2A, Charles
Bennett 1A.   Stouffville  2.

Peewee AE -  Uxbridge 3.  Aurora
2 - Brendin Ramsay 1G 1A, Michael
DaCosta 1G, Christian Arcuri 1A,
Charles Bennett 1A.    

M Bantam AA -  TNT  5.   
Aurora  0.

M Bantam AA - Newmarket  4.
Aurora  0.

M Bantam AA -  Aurora  6 -
Nathan Romanchych 1G, Matthew
Caicco 1G, Adam Newell 1G 1A,
Andrew Klinowski 1G 1A, Austin
Riswick 1G 1A, Nick Papousek 1G,
Ross Benn 2A, David O'Connor 3A,
Chris Klinowski 1A, Eddie Duffy 1A,
Jack Ellison 1A.   Georgina  1.

M Bantam AA -  Barrie 5.
Aurora 0.

M Bantam AA - Aurora 3 -  Adam
Newell 1G, Andrew Klinowski 2G,
Jack Ellison 1A.  TNT  2.

Bantam AA - Richmond Hill  3.
Aurora  1 - Lucas Pozzebon 1G,
Spencer Green 1A, John MacDonald
1A.   

Bantam AA - Georgina  2.
Aurora  1 - Konner McMillan 1G,
John MacDonald 1A, Spencer Green
1A.   

Bantam AA -  Aurora 5 - Spencer
Green 2G 2A, Lucas Pozzebon 2G
1A, Jordan Nanos 1G, Nick Scott 1A,
Matt Iwai 2A, John MacDonald 1A.
Newmarket 4.

M Midget AE -  East Gwillimbury
2.  Aurora 0. 

M Midget AE - Newmarket  6.
Aurora 1 - Eliot Harkin 1G, Connor
Moody 1A.

M Midget AE - Aurora  2 -  Kyle
Fedec 1G, Eliot Harkin 1G, Connor
McQuillan 2A.   Barrie  1.

AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
Results to Sunday, January 9 



(905) 841-1030
(416) 565-3727 

www.listwithanna.com

Anna Runco 
Sales Representative 

My goal is to make your 
real estate dreams a reality!

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract

St. Andrew’s Realty Inc. 
Brokerage

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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130 Hollidge Blvd., Aurora 
Celebrating our 11th year in business 

905-727-0197

FULL PROGRAMS*
50% OFF

*Excluding Products

Markham goalie Drew Fielding covers up as Aurora forwards Daniel Lisi, right, and Jordan Gidaro, far
left,   hunt for a loose puck on Friday night in Markham. Tigers overcame a 4-1 third period deficit to win
5-4 in a shootout. Lisi was the hero of the game, scoring the only goal in the shootout. 

Auroran photo by Jennifer Mitchell

Tigers still plagued
by pesky Orangeville

Even though the Aurora
Tigers took a possible four
of six points last week,
they can’t shake the pesky
Orangeville Flyers.

Tigers, after losing 7-1
to their arch enemy
Newmarket Hurricanes
last Thursday night,
bounced back with a
shootout win over the sec-
ond place Markham
Waxers Friday evening and
a 3-2 come-from-behind
victory over the Huntsville
Otters in that northern
town Sunday afternoon.

However, they still only
lead Orangeville by two
points, but still have con-
trol of fifth place in the
North Division of the
Junior A hockey league.

Orangeville posted two
victories - 7-0 over
Collingwood and 4-2 over
Brampton - last week to
stay within range of
Aurora.

And Orangeville has a
game in hand.

Thursday night, in
Newmarket, it was any-

thing but pretty as the
Tigers allowed the
Hurricanes six goals
before finally finding the
back of the net in a 7-1
loss.

Almost a month since
their last home game the
Canes showed no signs of
rust and dominated their
Yonge Street rivals.

Jimmy Sarjeant record-
ed the win in net and very
nearly recorded yet anoth-
er shutout.

He made 30 saves, but
a third period Aurora goal
ended the shutout attempt.

Matt Dineen scored
twice and added an assist
to earn player of the game
honours for Newmarket.
The Canes wasted no time
taking the lead as Luke
Maw's fourth of the season
gave the team the early 1-
0 lead.

Chris Brown was next to
score less than two min-
utes later on the powerplay
as he finished a nice pass-
ing play from Daniel Milne
and Matt Dineen.

The nicest looking goal
of the period belonged to
Kevin Balas who sniped top
corner at 13:38 to put
Newmarket three up.

The score was 3-0 for
Newmarket after one peri-
od, but all Canadian hock-
ey fans know that kind of a
lead can disappear quickly
so there was still work to
be done in the second.  

Matt Dineen led the way
for Newmarket in the sec-
ond period scoring twice,
once at the beginning of
the period and once at the
end on the powerplay. 

Newmarket continued to
flex its muscles in the third
period taking a 6-0 lead on
Tyler Sikura's 13th goal of
the season.

Two minutes later an
Aurora powerplay ended
Jimmy Sarjeant's shutout
bid.

Braeden Rigney scored
on the powerplay to finish
the scoring.

Down 4-1 in the 3rd
period the Aurora Tigers
came back to shock the
second place Waxers in
Markham Friday night, pre-
vailing 5-4 in a shootout.

The win gave the Tigers
two more crucial points in a
tight battle for the last two
playoff spots contested by
Orangeville, Brampton,
Buffalo and Aurora.

Scoring for the Tigers
were Sloan Stewart,
Jordan Gidaro, Ryan
Johnson and Brendan Bell.

Daniel Lisi scored the
lone goal of the shootout to
give the Tigers the win.

Goaltender Dylan Ellis
was spectacular in the 3rd
period, overtime and the
shootout in earning his first
victory with Aurora since
being acquired in a trade
over a week ago.

In Huntsville Sunday

afternoon, Tigers spotted
the Otters the first goal,
then fired three unan-
swered markers in the 
second period to win the
game 3-2 for their second
win in a row on the road.

Huntsville made it inter-
esting in the third, and they
brought the game to within
one on a power play with
only four mintes remaining,
but they couldn’t find the
equalizer.

Scoring for Aurora were
Jordan Gidaro on a short-
handed breakaway, Ryan
Johnson and Adam Moody
with the game winner.

Goaltender Dylan Ellis
stopped 39 of 41 shots for
the win.

Tigers, with only seven
games left in the regular
season, are out of town
next week, as they meet
Milton and Georgetown in
away games.

They return to the
friendly confines of the
Aurora Community Centre
Sunday, January 23, when
they meet that pesky team
from Orangeville again.

Game time is 2.30 p.m. 

Monday night
hockey results
TEAM W        L       T          GF       GA     Pts

Masterclean Contracting           9       3 2 55 34 20

Highland Chev-Olds-Geo-Cad   8       4 2 48 40 18

Copper Creek                          7 6 1 58 51 15

FPL Aggregates                       7 6 1 47 51 15

Baldwin’s                                 7      6 1 67 64 15

Rec Cycle N' Sports                  5      7 2 38 49 12

Priestly Demolition                    4 9 1 49 56 9

Tom & Jerry’s 3     9       2 45 55 8

WEEKLY RESULTS

Highlands Chev      2            Baldwin’s             4   
Masterclean 2            FPL Aggregates   3

Copper Creek 7           Tom & Jerry’s        5   
Priestly Demolition 5            Rec Sports   1



BUSINESS SERVICES�

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 79,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

905-841-8949  
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S  

Top quality 
guaranteed

PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

CARPET - I have several
thousand yards of new
S t a i n m a s t e r  
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes car-
pet, pad and installation
(30 square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

HELP WANTED

� FOR SALE� FOR RENT

� NEW LOCATION

� TAX RETURNS

30% OFF

$5 OFF

ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

ANY SERVICE WITH
$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

$5 OFF

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄✄
Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 

905-841-6969
Hollidge and Bayview

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS to join our 
friendly team. FT/PT position required 

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings.
Drivers needed but not manditory

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

�

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cabinet
grand piano, with origi-
nal stool. $800. Please
call Bob 905-713-5002.

PAMPERED CHEF  –
Great kitchen and 
enter taining tools 
half pr ice ship/ 
handling, home deliv-
ery, 416-726-0446
trish.miller@rogers.com

ART CLASSES

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

DANCE  LESSONS
Classes start January 10 and continue through March 7, 2011

8 weeks Only $95 Including HST  

4,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   
Location: Royal Canadian Legion - 105 Ind. Pkwy North

 
          

West Coast Swing  8pm - 9pm
West Coast Swing   9pm - 10pm

NO CLASS FEB. 14

SteveMillerDance.ca
416-587-4125

Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca 

�

DRAWING CLASS
All level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 905-
713-3650 www.yhart
studio.com

CHANTELLE:  For all
my clients who know
me by the name of
Chantelle or Marie,
from Renaissance
Hair Group, I wel-
come you to KER-
RAM Hair Salon,
15094 Yonge St.
Aurora, or call 416-
797-6427, or, 905-
727-4299.

� SWIMMING INSTRUCTION 

THEAURORAN.COM 

• Recent Community Videos

• Business Directory

Looking for something 
to do?

Check out our 
MONTH AT-A-GLANCE
EVENT CALENDAR...

100’s of events  
in and aroundAurora!

NON-COMPETITIVE
and COMPETITIVE
SWIMMING: Children to
adults. Aurora Selkies and
Masters Swim Clubs.
Register now for the
2010/11 season. www.
swimgym.ca 905-841-
3450.

For more information call 

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7,  Aurora 

Guaranteed NEW stock;  
we never install used equipment.

• Water 
   Softeners 
• Reverse 
   Osmosis 
• Iron 
   Filters 
• Point of Use 
   Coolers

Ron Butler, 416-818-5075

FREE drinking water system with the 
purchase of a water softener.  

Supplies limited. 
Call now!!

 SPECIAL OFFER!

� FLORIDA/GOLF

� CLEANING 

� PIANO & VOCAL 

Videos
Now PlayingNow Playing

Bringing the business community to you!

COUPON Timberlane Athletic Club
go to theauroran.com,

 click Marketplace
-select Fitness2 week pass

COUPONSPRINT OUT THE ONLINE

www.theauroran.com 

• Tigers vs Stouffville 
•  T igers  vs  Milton 
 

Check it out... 

we have tons of events
 in and around Aurora 

Event Calendar
at www. theauroran.com

Come out and enjoy.  Most events are FREE!

 

THEAURORAN.COM

NEWWeekly Show
with Alison Collins-Mrakas

on our 

Search for businesses in our Marketplace. 
Go go www.theauroran.com then click on the 

Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page. 

Our        Town
THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Renovations / Additions
Residential / Commercial

For All Your Construction Needs Call

(905) 751-7796
gold.tree@sympatico.ca

Thank you  
for supporting 

THE AURORAN 
Classified

Advertisers
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Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN
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VACATION RENTAL
MARCH AND APRIL,
available in Holiday,
Florida. 2 bedrooms, 1
bath. Fully furnished
and equiped. Small pet
OK. $1250 US/mo. 727-
4 5 7 - 5 7 3 7 .
lewdj@sympatico.ca.

AIRPORT LIMOUSINE

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

T A X  R E T U R N  
P R E P A R A T I O N
Personal & Small
Business. Local pickup
& delivery.  Free
Estimates Contact Keith
905-727-1060.

ROOM FOR RENT.
Bayview north of
Wellington. Cable, inter-
net, local phone includ-
ed. $450/month call Lou
416-415-5000 ext.
4354. Email
l o u . t a r s t i t a n o @
rogers.com.

FLORIDA
VACATION
RENTAL 

INCOME
TAX 

RETURNS

FLUTE, VOCAL, PIANO
lessons based on 
students’ needs and
interests. Call 647-838-
5588.

Alison Collins-Mrakas, former Aurora Councillor, will
host “Our Town” each week on Wednesday nights at 
7 p.m.  The  first show will be live on Jan 19, 2011.

We look forward to bringing this special weekly 
feature to you at www.theauroran.com. 

If you have any questions or suggestions please 
forward them to alison@theauroran.com 

ESTABLISHED WHOLESALE  bakery in Aurora
looking for an office manager. Training provided.
Position to start immediately. Hours: Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 - 2:00. Please
fax resume to 905-841-2459. We will contact you
for an interview. 
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Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Lorraine Lewis - Gena Maker - Enza Nikalaidis - Kevin Daudlin  - Lucia Perry

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Tues. & Wed. 10am - 5 pm

Thurs. 10am - 6pm 
Fri. & Sat. 10am - 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

CLEAROUTS ON SALE

www.thefanman.ca

New Shipments Arriving

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

Major players in Westhill case failed to show
While lawyers for the

Westhill Project appeared
before the Ontario Municipal
Board (OMB) to argue, in part,
that their case met with the
approvals of the Ministry of the
Environment (MOE), the
Toronto and  Region
Conservation Authority (TRCA),
and the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority
(LSRCA), lawyers for the Town
urged independence in an
OMB decision.

Roger Beaman, one of two
lawyers for the Town, said that
approval from these bodies

shouldn't necessarily bring
peace of mind when evaluating
the submissions from both par-
ties, as they have not been pres-
ent for the hearings.

"It is interesting," he said.
"Mr. McQuaid [counsel for
Westhill] urges you to be very
comfortable by the MOE, not
here, by the TRCA, not here.
They throw letters our way, they
are the people that issue per-
mits, and then withdraw them
because, whoops, they forgot
about the environmental
assessment (EA). Not very
comforting!"

"You heard the evidence,
you make the decision," Mr.
Beaman continued, addressing
Jan Seaborn, Vice Chair of the
OMB. "If it was so important to
have the MOE here and hear
what they said so they could
expand, if it was so important to
have the TRCA here, some-
body could have said, 'We are
not letting you out of this hear-
ing.' 

"You'll recall from the
TRCA's point of view that they're
the ones who wrote the letter
and said, 'Oh yeah, we approve
the MESP [Master

Environmental Servicing Plan]'
and then wrote a retraction, so it
is not very comforting and I say
no comfort when they haven't
even been here to testify."

Mr. Beaman continued his
arguments, reiterating the
importance of an Official Plan.

Although he conceded
Official Plan policy is to be given
"liberal and purposeful interpre-
tation" it should not be given its
just consideration.

He also cited criteria laid out
in the Oak Ridges Moraine
Protection Plan. 

"If you are looking for a pur-

pose, you would look at what
the real goals of the Moraine
are," he said. "It's not to create
lots of subdivisions, it is to pro-
tect a valuable feature in
Ontario."

Mr. Beaman's co-counsel
Rodney Northey said, in his
view, that the OMB hearing is
unprecedented in nature, given
what is being considered.

This case brought together
many "silos of legal regimes" at
play in this project, he said,
using the term "silo" to indicate
they are areas that do not usu-
ally meet. 

The first "silo" is the planning
regime and land use plan which
covers the Planning Act, the Oak
Ridges Moraine Conservation
Act, and "the official plans within
all that”.

The second "silo" is the envi-
ronmental assessment regime.

"What is important is there
are practitioners that can practice
in EA and never walk into land
use and vice-versa. There has
been a practice of separating
these regimes."

The third "silo" is water, which
incorporates a water taking
regime, as well as "regimes" for
sewage works and storm water.

"What's interesting is all of
them are sitting over at the
Ministry of the Environment with
separate approvals, separate
appeal processes, and we never
got this hearing consolidated to
deal with that silo," he said.
"Nevertheless, this hearing has
had that present throughout."

While Mr. Beaman and Mr.
Northey indicated the plan as
presented includes some per-
mission for golf and some per-
mission for residential develop-
ment, their objections came in
the details, particularly the area
of the layout of the "champi-
onship golf course", as opposed
to a more commonplace course,
and the number of residences
proposed for the site.

"We have a cluster of resi-
dential homes specified, but
does that provide the need for 75
homes?" Mr. Northey asked.
"Does the golf course reference
provide the need for a 
championship golf course to
constrain the moraine? No. We
have an issue of need. It is not a
wide open need, broad EA
need, but it is nevertheless... rel-
evant to what is going on."

Lawyer says firm has “gone through hoops”
The Westhill Redevelopment

Company has "gone over the
hurdles and through the hoops"
to bring their project of a champi-
onship golf course and 75 resi-
dential units to southeast Aurora
to fruition, argued Michael
McQuaid, lawyer for Westhill, at
this week's Ontario Municipal
Board Hearing looking into the
project.

The company has satisfied
necessary planning and envi-
ronmental approvals, he said.

"You can approve the pro-
posal for Westhill," Mr. McQuaid
told Jan Seaborn, Vice Chair of
the Ontario Municipal Board at
the Hearing, which concluded in
a three-day series of arguments
from last Wednesday.

"I think the board can place
considerable reliance both on
the degree of study that has
been done to get to this point in
the planning act approval, and

the Oak Ridges Moraine, and so
on," he continued. "I have actual-
ly said to our witnesses that I
thought they had done a very
fine job, maybe an excellent job
as a team.

"I submit to you that the qual-
ity of the multi-disciplinary con-
sultant reports meets the stan-
dards that the board would hope
for in order to give approvals and
procedure at this stage of the
Westhill application. The board
can have some confidence
because [they] can place con-
siderable reliance not only on the
quality of the work that has been
submitted by Westhill, but also
on the rigorous review and the
approvals of the public agencies
-- the TRCA, the Minister of the
Environment, the Region, and
indeed, I include, as well, recom-
mendations from the Town plan-
ning staff.

"There were high levels of

support for the project before the
council turned it down from the
Town's own advisors."

In his arguments before the
Board, Mr. McQuaid empha-
sized the importance of the
TRCA (Toronto Regional
Conservation Authority) in indi-
cating the Westhill application
was up to snuff, particularly as it
is a "cross-provincial, cross-
municipal" agency with "a lot of
expertise in environmental plan-
ning matters."

"They are very, very familiar
with the Oak Ridges Moraine
Act and planning and what has
to be done for reasons that are
obvious given their mandate," he
said.

This similar experience
embodied in the Region was
also important, he said, particu-
larly highlighting the testimony of
Region of York water expert
Wendy Kemp.

In discussing the water
aspect of the case, particularly
concerns that the carrying
capacity of water in the area
would be exceeded by the
course and new homes,
adversely affecting the water
supply of neighbours, he
touched upon the revocation of
Westhill's permit to take water,
which he blamed on the
"process". 

"The permit was cancelled,
but they indicate the technical
(details) is there," he said.

Citing a letter from the
Ministry of Environment, he said
they could decide to re-evaluate
the availability.

He then highlighted that the
well for the Westhill site would
draw water from the Rouge
water system which, he said,
was not stressed. 

"I don't think there is going to
be a problem, but you can take

some considerable comfort in the
fact the MOE has said 'we're
going to look into it when you
apply'," he said. "I would say
that... if the MOE sees a problem
for any reason we know we are
going to have to solve that prob-
lem.

"The evidence before you is
technical information with the
submission to take water, that
from the hydro-geological per-
spective the development is in
compliance with the act and the
plan, it is in compliance with the
Regional and local official plans
with respect to water and service
plans and it complies with TRCA
requirements."

For these reasons, Westhill's
application should be easily
approved, he said.

"I say this is a very solid basis
from the environmental planning
aspect to support approval of
these applications and I also ask
you to remember that there are
minor differences of this 
agreement but no criticism of
these planning documents
referred to has not been met."

Region supporting Westhill project
The Region of York was on

hand to show their support for
the Westhill Redevelopment
Company's golf
course/housing project in
southeast Aurora at last
week's final Ontario Municipal
Board hearings last
Wednesday through Friday.

Robert Miller, representing
the Region, said they specifi-
cally supported the approval of
the Official Plan amendment
"subject to the Region's draft
conditions with the proviso that
conditions can be worked out.

When speaking to the
Ontario Municipal Board
(OMB), Mr. Miller highlighted
the Region's stance towards
the Westhill project and its
impact on water supply in the
Region. 

"The Region reviews the
applications from the perspec-
tive of the impact of the pro-
posed taking on the municipal
wells and water supply," he
said. "It is also Ms. (Wendy)
Kemp's evidence that the
impacts on private wells was
under the purview of the MOE
[Ministry of the Environment]

and that they protect private
well owners through the take
water process, including con-
ditions imposed on applicants
for those approvals."

It is important to note that
the Toronto Region
Conservation Authority
(TRCA) "signed off" on the
project," he noted.

"They issued their condi-
tions and they didn't come to
the hearing," he said. "You
take from that that they had no
concerns or at least none that
they thought worthy of show-
ing up to the hearings for," he
said. "The other reason it is
important is this was the con-
text in which everybody was
reviewing the application.

"The Region was aware of
the TRCA's position that the
MOE had granted the permit
to take water to the applicant
which was later revoked. The
letter with all the information
was there, once you have your
EA approval, come back for
your permit."

Ms. Kemp reviewed the
applications and said there
was no adverse affect on the

Regional water supply, he
said.

She came to this conclu-
sion by analyzing the location
of the on-site production well
to see if it was in the wellhead
protection area and concluded
that it was not, he added. 

"She analyzed the
Regional geology and what
she called the 'layer cake'
geology of the Region, which
is layers of aquifers separated
by aquitards and the Oak
Ridges Aquifer is the supply
for the neighbours' wells," he
said. "It is separate from the
deeper Yonge Street aquifer by
an aquitard, a till layer, and that
is where the Regional wells
and the Westhill wells are

screened. 
"Westhill and the Region

take their water from the deep-
er aquifer and the neighbours
take theirs from the upper
aquifer. Her evidence is that
the aquitard would prevent
Westhill from having any
impact on the neighbours'
wells."

As for issuing a new permit
to take water, that is in the
Ministry's hands, said Mr.
Miller. 

"You should presume that
the MOE will do its job and
they will either issue the permit
if it is warranted, or not if it isn't
warranted and you can take
comfort in the fact they will do
their job."

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 41 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm
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14799 Yonge St.
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Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

A humourous 
look at 2010

By SCOTT JOHNSTON

Jan. 5 - Nigel Kean, anxious to show how much he wants to be
Aurora's mayor, announces his candidacy not only for the October
2010 municipal election, but for the 2014, 2018 and 2022 elections,
as well.

Jan. 17 - The question "are you crazy?" is answered by David
Tsubouchi, when he agrees to be the town's new Integrity
Commissioner.

Jan. 26 - Local video store Fabulous Flicks closes, in part due to
Aurora Council meetings assuming a larger market share of tele-
vised entertainment in town.

Feb. 2 - The groundhog defers all official statements to Aurora's
Integrity Commissioner.

Feb. 24 - It is suggested that the local model airplane club may
no longer be able to fly in east Aurora due to proposed land use, not
due to being grounded by the eruption of Iceland's Eyjafjallajokull vol-
cano.

Feb. 28 - The new GO parking garage opens, allowing for traffic
chaos and congestion on both sides of the railway tracks.

Mar. 2 - Pointing out the success of the Canada Day and Santa
Under the Stars events, the Promenade Committee suggests that
the best way to get people back to Yonge Street on a regular basis
is to close the street for parades every day.

Mar. 12 - The Food Pantry declines the offer of relocating to the
Petch House, and instead moves into the former ACI building.

Apr. 7 - Suggesting it may not be the hot-button issue of the
upcoming municipal election, the much-promoted public meeting to
discuss the pros and cons of a ward system draws 15 people, or less
than 0.03% of the population.

Apr. 11 - After years of discussion and work to bring a local muse-
um to Aurora, the Church Street Public School officially re-opens as
a Cultural Centre. Now all the town needs is a museum.

Apr. 24 - When council approves completing the Nokiidaa Trail at
McKenzie Marsh at a cost of $750,000, Toronto mayoral hopeful Rob
Ford suggests it would be better to link the Newmarket and Aurora
sections with a subway.

May 10 - There is little grumbling in town about the annual water
ban, as due to rising water rates, no one can afford to water their
lawns or wash their cars, anyway.

June 3 - The annual Street Festival attracts thousands of atten-
dees, and almost as many Aurora council candidates.

June 15 - It's either a pity or apathy, but meetings to discuss the
future of the 2C lands, Aurora's last large undeveloped area of town,
draw more Newmarket residents than Aurorans (yes, really).

July 4 - The town reports an operating surplus of more than $1M
for 2009. Of that, $80k will be allocated to the snow clearing budget,
$200k to the capital budget, $340k to the Hydro reserve fund, and
$425k to the council lawsuits reserve fund.

Aug. 11 - Based on her current term in office, Councillor Evelyn
Buck celebrates her 67th blog posting, 29th letter to the editor, and
12th reprimand by council.

Aug. 21 - The town's effort to stop train whistles from being
sounded at level crossings in Aurora enters its 17th year.

Sept. 13 - Editor Ron Wallace celebrates The Auroran's upcom-
ing 10th anniversary by getting a new knee.

Sept. 20 - After extensive discussions, the town and 46 of its
workers reach an agreement on a new labour contract.  The union's
key demand was not money, but a reduction in the number of hours
staff had to spend dealing with council requests.

Sept. 27 - Miloslav Prykryl claims that he is the most popular
mayoral candidate because he is the only one who is not having his
signs vandalized, are disputed by the other candidates who point out
that Mr. Prykryl doesn't actually have any election signs.

Oct. 7 - With approval of the town's new Official Plan, and the
Promenade Plan, which has followed the recent approval of the
Master Recreation Plan, Trails Plan, Accessibility Plan, and 2C Land
Plan amendments, council has timed approval of all municipal plans
to coincide with their last meeting before the election, meaning
they're not required to actually implement any of them before coun-
cil's term expires.

Oct. 25 - The council who was voted in four years ago on a plat-
form of cleaning up dysfunction is voted out in part due to percep-
tions of dysfunction.

Oct. 26 - In the annual Haunted Forest at Sheppard's Bush,
organizers provide witches and goblins to frighten the kids, and
lawyers adding up municipal legal bills to unsettle the adults.

Nov. 3 - While the fight between Phyllis Morris and three bloggers
is still ongoing, it's already apparent that the winner is Geoff Dawe.

Nov. 18 - A study by the York Region School Board suggests that
the summer earthquake has caused significant structural damage to
Wells Street School. This is a better argument for keeping the school
closed than the Board's previous justification of the structural dan-
gers associated with the weight of leaves landing on the roof in the
Fall.

Dec. 4 - Based on accusations of clandestine meetings, council-
lors Wendy Gaertner and John Gallo discover that coffee can poten-
tially be hazardous to both one's health and reputation.

Dec. 11 - The town's annual tree lighting ceremony is delayed a
few hours to take advantage of better time of day electricity rates.

Dec. 15 - Local donut shop owners rejoice upon the opening of
York Region's new Police Facility near Leslie Street.

Dec. 31 - Upon reflection, Nigel Kean says he has decided not to
run for council in 2014, but is not commenting on the 2018 and 2022
elections. 

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape Renew your membership

It does not take long for the
holidays to pass and for the
New Year to kick into gear.

I visited the centre as soon
as it reopened last Tuesday
and found members who had
enjoyed a great Christmas, but
now found the time to greet old
friends and grasp the threads
of senior life with new passion.

Whatever life presented in
earlier days, good or bad,
these days of seniority in
Aurora, offer free spirits end-
less satisfaction powered by
personal enthusiasms, innova-
tions and inventiveness of nim-
ble minds.

Truly, this is where friends
are well known and where the
games we play or the crafts we
practise or whatever we do,
continue in a rhythm of familiar-
ity, which ultimately forms the
backbone of closeness and
friendliness in personal rela-
tionships essential to our well-
being.

All the old favourites began
as novelties, and the Friday
night dances, for example, pro-

vide a secure and easy entry to
new members while providing
that magical something that
unites and cements existing
relationships.

This is also a time to renew
Aurora Senior Association
(ASA) memberships and to
introduce new members to our
thriving senior throng.

A desk has been set up in
the reception area for new
members and renewals for the
first two weeks in January.

The Seniors’ Centre is but a
few years old, the equipment is
excellent, with many long time
members, so why not consider
branching to an additional
activity, something different
that may provide a new chal-
lenge. 

The Seniors’ Centre offers a
full helping of satisfaction and
pleasure, with room to accom-
modate ambition.

For those unfamiliar with
the ASA, also known as the
Seniors’ Centre, a newsletter is
published monthly detailing
activities, and freely available
at the front counter.

The Computer Club is a
club to which all members of
the Seniors’ Centre belong if
they choose to attend.

The Computer Club meets
each Tuesday from 10 a.m. to
about noon, and different sub-
jects provide valuable informa-
tion to a host of seniors
throughout the year.

The numbers of members,

who attend regularly over the
years, attests to the popularity
of this weekly meeting.

If you have suggestions or
comments on what the
Computer Club should teach,
make your interests known
and good things may well hap-
pen.

Let’s Create is a club that
relies on creativity to render
cast off materials of all
descriptions to a new purpose
in life.

Some of their work is on
display in the reception area,
and is as appealing as any
products made from new
materials.

Creativity has a magic
quality or so it seems and it is
creativity that makes our world
so full of beautiful products
that we take the beautiful part
for \granted.

This club meets on
Wednesdays between 1 and 3
p.m. and plans on working with
greeting cards, stained glass,
stepping stones and clay work. 

It seems that comments
made and overheard, often
indicate a fascination with
what is produced in these sur-
roundings and influences, so if
you are among the admirers of
Let’s Create, an astute move
in this New Year, would be your
meaningful attendance among
these crafters and artists,
which would represent a cre-
ative move made by you. 

Creativity can be achieved
in different fashions, and one
of those fashions is the field of
entertainment, which in itself is
a very varied field.

An opportunity to entertain
will occur on Sunday, February
27th, at 2 p.m. when the Silver
Stars will parade their special-
ties once again. 

If you have an interest in
joining the Silver Stars and 
performing in public, contact
Judy Buchanan at:
judy202@rogers.com, for an
audition.

The Silver Stars are always
alert to audition new talent. 

Lois Brown 
highlights
achievements

Member of Parliament for
the riding of Newmarket-
Aurora, Lois Brown last week
highlighted local  accom-
plishments achieved over the
past year.

“I am pleased at the con-
tinued progress we made in
2010 on local job creation,
funding for infrastructure,
and cooperation between all
levels of governments,” she
said. “All three were part of
the mandate I was elected on
two years ago, and great
strides have been made on
all accounts. Millions of fed-
eral dollars have flowed into
Newmarket and Aurora, stim-
ulating economic activity and
creating new employment
opportunities within both pri-
vate and public sectors.” 

Local projects receiving
federal funds
include:$2,300,000 for
Newmarket’s new Operations
Centre; $1,580,000 to
upgrade Aurora wastewater
infrastructure; $2,102,456 for
a Shared Digital
Infrastructure collaborative;
$398,000 to build a
Newmarket Soccer Dome;
$1,400,000 to replace the
Aurora GO bridge; $803,807
to upgrade Aurora’s recre-
ational infrastructure;
$1,698,621 to renovate the
Newmarket Old Town Hall;
$246,800 to retrofit municipal
buildings in Aurora; $766,666
for upgrades to Davis Drive;
$1,400,000 for the Tom
Taylor Place housing com-
plex; $374,225 to expand the
York Curling Club and
$3,442,810 in 2010 Gas Tax
Funds

“Furthering the economic
recovery and job creation in
Newmarket and Aurora will
continue to my priority going
forward,” she said.
“Nationally, providing eco-
nomic stability and financial
security for Canadians while
working towards a balanced
budget will be a key focus.”
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