
As the new year of 2010 began,
Aurora learned it had a new fire
chief, as Ian Laing assumed this role
for Central York Fire Services.

* * * *
Nigel Kean became the first per-

son to announce his candidacy for
Aurora Council in the October 25
election.

By the time the nomination peri-
od closed in early September, 18
candidates had thrown their hats in
the ring for councillor, and five were
running for mayor.

* * * *
The 500-metre gap in the

Nokiidaa Trail between Newmarket
and Aurora at the McKenzie Marsh

continued to spur debate throughout
the year.

Despite several studies and
community meetings, many people
were still unhappy with any of the
plans, which included extensive
ecological enhancements estimated
at almost $400,000, and the esca-
lating cost of the entire project.

The link was finally approved by
council later in the year, with con-
struction of the trail and boardwalk
connection to be completed in 2011.

* * * *
In late January, it was

announced that David Tsubouchi
would be the town's new Integrity
Commissioner, replacing David

Nitkin, who had been fired by coun-
cil the previous August. 

* * * *
In February, Aurora's Hot Spot

closed after 18 years of providing a
forum for thousands of local teens to
spend Friday nights with their peers.

* * * *
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2010 in Aurora was a lively year

New council rejects
September resolution

Councillors voted 6-1 last month to
kill a September resolution which led to
the Town retaining external legal coun-

sel to sue three Aurora bloggers for
defamation on behalf of former mayor
Phyllis Morris.

The vote came at a Special Council
meeting, which was called December
17 after Councillor Michael Thompson
put forward a notice of motion to recon-
sider the matter earlier in the week. 

In speaking to the motion this week,
Councillor Thompson said the decision
made in the early hours of September
15 was made in a "rush to judgement"
considering, among other reasons, the
decision was made at 1 a.m. and with
"very little notice."

He also cited the concerns
expressed after-the-fact by returning
councillors.

"Based upon the printed comments
I have read in The Auroran from the for-
mer and returning councillors, I am
inclined to believe that they may have
second thoughts regarding the matter
and the manner at which the decision
was reached," he said.

"One councillor was reported to
have said, in hindsight, they would
have asked for a full report to come
back to councillors on the matter before
going forward, while another councillor
was reported to have said they weren't
privy to a lawsuit; that they heard, like
everyone else, through the paper what
had taken place and that in retrospect
they probably would have asked many
more questions.

"I believe that these comments
[warrant] a reconsideration of motion."

Councillors voted unanimously to

Please see page 11

The annual Town of Aurora First
Family Night brought out 
a surprising number of 
partipants New Year’s Eve. In spite of the warm weather,
which saw the cancellation of the wagon rides and the bon-
fire, participants took advantage of numerous other activities
that were held by the Town at the Leisure Complex. In the
crowd was Daria Ketelaars, main photo, who posed with
"Nikki", a cockatoo from Zoo Tek, on her shoulder. In the
inset, new Aurora mayor Geoff Dawe helped ring in the New
Year with Katelyn Forgione, who baked the huge New Year's
cake.                                         Auroran photos by David Falconer

Alexis McConachie, 20, above, of Aurora, recently attended
The War Amps 2010 Ontario Child Amputee (CHAMP)
Seminar in Waterloo, to help mark the 35th anniversary of
CHAMP. Alexis, who was born missing part of her left hand,
attended the three-day seminar which dealt with all aspects
of growing up as an amputee. She was a Junior Counsellor to
the younger Champs, answering questions and offering
advice.
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COMING EVENTS

JANUARY 4 AND 5
Jesus Christ Superstar auditions will be held

at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, from
4 to 8 p.m. with Sheryl Thomas (Marquee
Productions) and John Clements (reserve pianist

for the London production). Performances will
take place at Trinity at the end of April. Bring sheet
music or instrumental CD with you. Narrators and
musicians are also needed. To book your 10-
minute audition, contact  Sheryl Thomas,

sheryl@marqueeproductions.ca.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 11

Movie at the Seniors’ Centre is “Did You Hear
About the Morgan’s” (PG-13; 103 min) starring
Hugh Grant, and Sarah Jessica Parker. Movie
starts at 6.30 p.m. sharp and the cost is $1.50 for
members and $2 for non-members. Cost
includes the movie, refreshments and treats!       

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12
Southlake Regional Health Centre is offering

to the community of Aurora a free lecture series
on cancer prevention, diagnosis, and treatment.
The next lecture will be held this evening, at 5.45
p.m. in the Hospital’s Medical Arts Building (581
Davis Drive - Level 6). The presenter is Michael
Sherar, Vice President, Planning and Regional
Programs, Cancer Care Ontario and his topic is
“The Ontario Cancer Plan 2011-2015: A
Roadmap for Improving Ontario’s Cancer
Services.” To register call 905-895-4521, ext.
6947. For more information, visit
www.southlakeregional.org.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 13
There are still a couple of seats available for

the Computer Basic class that begins at the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre today. If you plan to attend
give your name to the reception team who will
contact you with details.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18
Movie at the Seniors’ Centre is “The Year of

Getting to Know Us” (AA; 90 min) starring Jimmy
Falon and Sharon Stone. Movie starts at 6.30
p.m. sharp and the cost is $1.50 for members and
$2 for non-members. Cost includes the movie,
refreshments and treats!  

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents the first in a three-lecture series “Our
Aurora Heritage: Taking a Closer Look”, an
informative series of evening chats by local histo-
rian Jacqueline Stuart. Tonight’s feature is
Looking Through the Layers: Clues to Aurora’s
Past in Our Present Surroundings.
Complimentary admission and refreshments, no
registration required; starts at 7 p.m. Wheelchair
accessible at north entrance. For information
phone 905-713-1818 or e-mail
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22
Robbie Burns night at the Aurora Legion, 105

Industrial Parkway North, features a live celtic-
rock band, Hadrian’s Wall. Cocktails at 6 p.m., din-
ner at 7 p.m. Tickets, available from all members
of the White Heather Pipes and Drums band or
from the bar at the Legion starting Dec. 1, are $40
per person.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25
Movie at the Seniors’ Centre is “Wall Street”

(PG-13; 133 min) starring Michael Douglas, Shia
LeBeouf and Susan Serandon. Movie starts at
6.30 p.m. sharp and the cost is $1.50 for mem-
bers and $2 for non-members. Cost includes the
movie, refreshments and treats!  

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Bowl For Kids Sake, presented by the Big

Brothers Big Sisters of York, will hold its Aurora
Community Day today from 1 to 5.30 p.m. at the
Gateway Café and Lanes. Call Mary Lynn
Stephenson at 905-726-2149, extension 305 to
book a lane for your team. 

* * * *
Explore different colours, textures and designs

in glass with Daniela Weston while you create
your own unique stained glass sun catcher at the
Aurora Public Library. Event costs $15 which
includes all materias and is open for youngsters
ages 9 to 14.Event lasts two hours and begins at
1.30 p.m..         

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23
Retired York Regional Police Chief Armand La

Barge will be honoured by the Community Living
Newmarket/Aurora District at its ninth annual
Community Tribute Dinner tonight. The event will
be held at The Manor, Carrying Place Golf &
Country Club, 16750 Weston Road in Kettleby.
The dinner is the major fundraising event of the
year for Community Living and all proceeds will
go to support people who have an intellectual dis-
ability. Tickets are $125 each ($1,000 for a table of
eight) and can be purchased online through the
Community Living website at www.clnad.com or
by calling 905-898-3000, ext. 258. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 24
Embarrassed by your bare wrists? Get bead-

ing! Show off your sense of style with a unique
beaded backpack pin and a fashionable suede
bracelet made at the Aurora Public Library from
6.30 to 8 p.m. This program is for youngsters
aged 9 to 14 and costs $8 which includes all
materials.              

Travel planning tips 

By Lois Brown 
MP Newmarket-Aurora 

If you are planning a trip, be sure to
include a visit to the Foreign Affairs and
International Trade Canada website as part
of your planning.

You will find a wealth of information there
on items such as required travel documenta-
tion, consular services, country insights,
travel updates and warnings and passports.

There is also a traveler's check list at
www.voyage.gc.ca, a handy resource and
must-read for the seasoned or first-time trav-
eler. Here are some of the tips you will find:

1. Consult the travel country report to find
out the latest information on security and
safety issues on your country of destination.

2. Carry a passport that is valid well
beyond the date of your expected return.

3. Leave copies of your passport's identi-
fication page, itinerary and insurance policy
with friends or family. 

4. Obtain any required visas well in
advance.

5. Arrange for health and travel insur-
ance. 

6. Plan your Itinerary and budget.
7. Reconfirm your flight and hotel reser-

vation before travelling. 
8. Anticipate financial needs: local cur-

rency, traveler's cheques, departure tax.
9. Take care of health needs: vaccina-

tions, prescriptions, medical certificates,
supplies, extra eyeglasses. 

10.  Check whether dual citizenship is an
issue for you.

11. If travelling with children, carry docu-
mentation proving your right to accompany
them (consent letter, court order).

12. Register on-line with a Canadian gov-
ernment office abroad.

13. Obtain an International Driving
Permit, if required.

14. While abroad, keep receipts for pur-
chases and make special arrangements for
food, plants, and animals brought back to
Canada.

15. Consult the Travel Industry Council of
Ontario at www.tico.ca for information on
Ontario's travel consumer protection laws.

Remember, a little preparation up front
can help ensure a successful trip. 

Lois Brown, MP for Newmarket-Aurora,
has an office located at 16600 Bayview Ave.,
Suite 206 in Newmarket.

Residents are invited to call 905-953-
7515, email Brown.L@parl.gc.ca or visit
www.loisbrown.ca. 

We might make it
into Guinness book

Aurorans could put on a
happy face this summer -
and get into the Guinness
Book of World Records in
the process - if a local
fundraiser for the Children's
Wish Foundation reaches
its goal.

Organizer Shay Pileggi
was awarded an $867 grant
from the Town of Aurora's
2010 Community Grants
program at the December
18 Council meeting.

In a report issued by Al
Downey, Aurora's Director
of Parks and Recreation
Services, Ms. Pileggi will
use her grant to offset the
cost of renting the ACC as
well as the cost of a permit
to use Fleury Park for the
event.

"Ms. Pileggi is the event
organizer for a fundraiser
benefiting the Children's
Wish Foundation of Canada
for 'Wish Mania', scheduled
for June 25, 2011," said Mr.
Downey. "The event will
include many family-orient-
ed events.

"Also at this event,
organizers will be attempt-
ing to break a Guinness
World Record for the world's
biggest human happy face
and have received approval
from representatives of The
Guinness Book of World
Records who will be in
attendance at the event."

Ms. Pileggi's grant was
one of three approved by
council at the meeting,
along with a $1,000 grant to
the Optimist Club of Aurora,
and $500 to the York Region

50+ Games. 
The Optimist Club will

put their share towards the
cost of putting a Showcase
logo on the ice at ACC1 for
the Aurora Minor Hockey
Assoication/Optimist/Home
Hardware Showcase
Tournament for AMHA play-
ers, while the 55+ Games
will use their money to
assist with their events,
which have been running
since 1985.

A total of $99,000 was
approved in grants in the
2010 budget, including
$49,000 approved for distri-
bution under the Town's cur-
rent grant policy, which is
slated to be revised and
rewritten for clarity and bet-
ter defined timelines in the
future. $42,681.09 was
available for distribution as
of mid-September, with
$56,318.91 already allocat-
ed, including "$50,000 for
the museum”.

When the money "for the
museum" was brought up
after Councillor John Gallo
asked Mr. Downey for clarity
on a couple of the figures
contained in Mr. Downey's
report, Councillor Evelyn
Buck took the opportunity to
stump once again for a per-
manent museum.

"Since it has been called
I will make the point," she
said. "I don't know if it is just
language, but we have it on
the record here that we
have provided a $50,000
grant for the museum. We
don't have a museum! I
know we provided $50,000

to the Historical Society for
the purpose of a museum
[but] we still don't have a
museum!" 

Counc i l l o r  Wendy
Gaertner also had ques-
tions regarding the grants,
in particular to the grant
allocated to the Children's
Wish Foundation event.

While she said she sup-
ports the organization, she
wondered how it fit into the
grant policy as it is not an
Aurora-based organization,
nor does it fit into the 80 per
cent residency rule.

"As you know, we have
had many discussions with
regards to this grant policy
and we have direction to
redraft the document, but
we determined that, or
defined the residency rule
as if it is in a Town facility
and the majority of the peo-
ple attending that are going
to be Town residents, we
then observe the 80 per
cent residency rule."

This interpretation,
Councillor Gaertner said,
was "news" to her. 

At the meeting,
Councillors rejected a
$1,000 grant request from
Artcures Inc. to pay for
"graphic design fees, adver-
tising media, promotional
flyers, and brochures."

Organizations benefiting
from the 2010 Community
Grant program include the
Aurora Tigers, Aurora
Skating Club, Aurora
Seniors Association, Relay
for Life, and the Aurora
Barbarians.

Contingent funds
will settle wages

A total of $207,600 has
been allocated from the
Town of Aurora's reserve
funds to fund contract and
wage settlements for the
Town's union and non-
union staff groups, after
Council approval last
month. 

Councillors also voted to
transfer an additional
$24,000 to the Aurora
Public Library Board from
the Town's Working Capital
Reserve. 

"With the approval of
council, contingency fund-
ing was identified in the
2010 operating budget to
address contract and wage
settlements for both the
Town and the Library as

both CUPE agreements
were due for negotiation
during the year, and non-
union wage settlements
were yet to be determined,"
said Town Treasurer Dan
Elliott in a report to Council.
"Those contracts and wage
settlements have now been
ratified by the Town, and
also by the Library Board
respecting library staff."

Collective agreements
with CUPE for library and
the Town's outside workers
expired in 2010 and wage
adjustments accounted for
part of the negotiations,
explained Mr. Elliott. 

"The amounts budgeted
for salaries and benefits for
staff in both the Library

budget and the Town budg-
et were insufficient on their
own to fund the settlements
without accessing the con-
tingent funding. Contingent
funding, held in the Town's
working Capital Reserve
account, in the amount of
$24,400 for the Library and
$207,600 for the Town
operating budget now need
to be transferred back from
the reserve to their respec-
tive operating budget.

These contingent funds
need to be released now
that labour agreements for
the Town and the Library
have been ratified, he
added. The released funds
were approved as part of
the 2010 budget. 
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Zone E-2 Commander Mike Giovanetti, left, was on hand for the president’s
levee Saturday afternoon at the Aurora Branch 385 Legion. He was joined by
Legion president, Rick Preston, centre, and past-president, Len Whines.

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Aurora extends deal
While the York Region

branch of the Ontar io
Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals
gears up for its re-launch
this year, the Town of
Aurora last month
renewed their contract
with the organization for
animal control services
for the 2011 calendar
year.

The agreement, which
comes at a cost of
$191,387 is an extension
of the Town's initial three-
year contract with the
OSPCA, which was
entered into in December
2007 and ultimately exe-
cuted on January 2, 2008.
It expired last Friday.

According to a report
submitted to Council by
Techa Van Leeuwen,

Aurora's Director of
Building and Bylaw
Services, the OSPCA
provides daily patrol
services to pick up stray
cats and dogs, and
responds to resident
complaints "about pets
running at large”.

The new extension to
the contract comes with
amendments to the provi-
sions set out in the exist-
ing agreement, including
upping their patrol serv-
ice to include Saturdays
and Sundays, the inclu-
sion of dogs at large as
one of the criteria for 24-
hour emergency service,
the reduction of hold
times in adoption pro-
grams to five days, and
the requirement for
monthly OSPCA reports
to the Town.

"OSPCA has made
signif icant operational
changes to its organiza-
tion and upgrades to its
Woodbine Avenue facili-
ty," said Ms. Van
Leeuwen. "The opera-
tional changes are
designed to improve,
modernize, and stream-

line all OSPCA services
including its animal con-
trol services provided to
municipalities.

"The facility upgrades
are a result of recom-
mendations made by
exper ts fol lowing the
ringworm outbreak of this
past year and are
designed to prevent
future outbreaks. [Staff
have] reviewed the
changes to the organiza-
tion and toured the shel-
ter facility and is satisfied
with the changes and
work that has occurred to
date.

"Exercising the exten-
sion provisions of the
agreement for one year
provides staff with the
opportunity to assess the
service OSPCA provides
to the Town under the
new regime and also
allows staff to consider
other options more com-
prehensively."

Staff members are
expected to issue a
report this fall outlining
options and recommen-
dations for animal control
going forward. 

Environmental Plan now half a year old
The first year of the

Town of Aurora's new
Corporate Environmental
Action plan is at its halfway
point. 

The Corporate
Environmental Action Plan
(CEAP), which was
approved in August, is a
five-year plan which sets
environmental targets and
goals for the Town and
allows for the further
development of what the
Town describes as "key

strategic initiatives".
There is also a focus on

improving sustainability for
future generations in
Aurora. 

Organized into four key
areas - air, water, fire
(energy), and earth (land) -
CEAP tackles environmen-
tal concerns in themed
areas. 

For "air", the plan focus-
es on improving air quality
in the town and combating
climate change. Reducing

corporate water consump-
tion is also targeted, as
well as enhancing existing
storm water management
features. Increasing ener-
gy efficiency is an addi-
tional keystone of the doc-
ument, which is planned to
be accomplished, in part,
by promoting renewable
energy resources.

On the land front, there
is an emphasis on protect-
ing and enhancing wildlife
habitat and wildlife as a

whole.
Green spaces, sustain-

able land use and con-
struction plans, and devel-
oping what is described as
"alternate modes of trans-
portation" are also on the
table as items that will  be
improved, enhanced, and
implemented under CEAP. 

Plans under "Earth" call
too for making existing
winter maintenance prac-
tices more environmentally
friendly.

Town seeks applications from public
The Town of Aurora is now

seeking members of the pub-
lic to fill spaces on various
statutory Town boards and
committees.

Residents are currently
being sought for the Aurora
Public Library Board, the
Committee of Adjustment, the
Property Standards
Committee, and the
Accessibility Advisory
Committee. 

According to a statement
released by the Town, any
member of the public residing
within the Town of Aurora may
apply for a position.

Applications may be down-
loaded from the Town website
( w w w . e - a u r o -
ra.ca/aurora/index.aspx?Articl
eID=3791&lang=en-CA) or
picked up in person from the
Town's Customer and
Legislative Services depart-
ment on the second floor of
Town Hall.

Applicants will be asked
how their appointments would
benefit their fellow Town resi-
dents as well as for additional
qualifications.

Deadline to apply is
January 19.

The Aurora Library Board
oversees decisions of plan-
ning and policy related to the
Library. Comprised of nine
members, including three
councillors  and six members
of the public, the board is
appointed for a four year term.

Applicants must be
Canadian citizens 18 years of
age or over and not employed
by the Town. 

According to the terms of
reference released by the
Town, members of the Aurora
Public Library Board will par-
ticipate in strategic planning,
including identifying the needs

of the library, policy develop-
ment, advocacy, and financial
management. 

The Committee of
Adjustment considers land
applications and minor vari-
ances in accordance with the
planning act. Comprised of
five members of the public
who are compensated
between $55 and $65 per
meeting, the committee also
hears presentations made by
various stakeholders, and
makes decisions on applica-
tions.

These members also com-
prise the Property Standards
Committee.

Another five-member team
is the Accessibility Advisory
Committee, which is com-
prised of three community
members with disabilities, a
member of Council, and one
seat which is taken by a either
a citizen volunteer, parent of a
disabled child, or a profes-
sional stakeholder.

Accessibility Advisory
Committee members advise,
review, recommend, and com-
ment on various matters of
interest to persons with dis-
abilities, and help steer the
annual municipal accessibility
plan, establish accessibility
guidelines, and comment on
selected accessible parking,
among other duties.

In addition to these, mem-
bers of council are expected
to be appointed to the various
boards and committees on
the Town roster this month,
including members of the
Joint Council Committee
(JCC) which, divided between
members of the Aurora and
Newmarket Town Councils,
oversees the Central York Fire
Services.

Council voted December

18 to refer the appointment of
councillors to the JCC to
Mayor Geoff Dawe to render
his decision, as well as com-
mission a staff report on
which non-statutory could be
revived in the 2010-2014
council term.

Non-Statutory Committees
employed by the Town of
Aurora in previous councils
include the Audit Committee,
the Heritage Advisory
Committee, the Economic
Development Advisory
Committee, the
Environmental Advisory
Committee, the Leisure
Services Advisory
Committee, and the Traffic
Safety Advisory Committee. 

"The Town of Aurora
Councils have a long history
of appointing advisory com-
mittees and their numbers
have varied over time depend-
ing on the issues and priori-
ties of the day," said Town
Clerk John Leach. "Council
has the option of disbanding
certain committees and to
have the staff of the particular
functional area report directly
to General Committee. In gen-
eral, advisory committees are
an additional layer in the deci-
sion making process as mat-
ters are initially considered by
the advisory committee who
make recommendations to
GC which then makes recom-
mendations to Council." 

Scientist to address
Probus Club meeting

Guest speaker at the next
Probus Club meeting will be
Scientist Anna Jaikarin.

The meeting is slated for
the Aurora Legion
Wednesday, January 12.

The meeting gets under-
way at 10 a.m. and the sci-
entist is expected to begin
her talk about 11 a.m.

Her presentation will
include powerpoint slides
and is expected to last about

an hour.
The speaker is on the

Board of Science for Peace,
is a member of the
Canadian Voice of Women
for Peace and is a co-
founder of the Toronto-
based, anti-nuclear
weapons group, Seiously,
Time to Stop.

For further information,
call Bob Staley at 905-737-
5017.
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To the editor,

I welcome York Region’s
new Police Chief, Eric
Jolliffe, and wish him the
best successes with his
duties in the New Year.

But I am concerned both
by Chief Jolliffe’s request for
even more police officers at
a time of lessening crime
incidents in the region, and
that the discussion regard-
ing this request will take
place “behind closed doors”
without community consul-
tation.

According to Statistics
Canada, York Region in
2010 had 140 police officers
per every 100,000 citizens.
That is less when compared
to some other regions and
larger metropolitan areas –
for example Toronto has a
rate of 216 and Vancouver
has a rate of 223.

Yet a better point of com-
parison for York Region is
other areas where similar
amounts of crime are com-
mitted.

As Chief Jolliffe himself
points out, York Region is
one of the safest communi-
ties in Canada – with a
2009 crime severity index of
44.4 compared to Toronto’s
79.3 and Vancouver’s

Reader welcomes    
new police chief 
but request for more 
officers is wrong

Another shoe shop in Aurora?  Yes, there was at least one before Omar Khamissa came along.  This one,
and the building that it occupied, no longer exists.  Standing in the doorway is John E. McClenny, who
lived on Mill Street, a short walk to work.  So where was work?   “Jack”, as he was known, was the grand-
father of Ted (who supplied the picture) and Lowell McClenny.  Jack’s offsprings can still be found liv-
ing in Aurora, including his great, great, great granddaughter, Mikayla Stade. Tell us where this shoe
shop was. Tell us after noon Friday, January 7, and the first right answer will receive a non-alcoholic
luncheon ticket for two to the Aurora Legion.

Aurora place to live, this family discovers
To the editor,

Thank You, people of
Aurora.

My family and I moved to
Canada in July of last year.

We immediately started
to search outside of Toronto
to find somewhere to live.

We visited a number of
towns and areas until we
settled on
Aurora/Newmarket.

We have two children
aged three and six and
Aurora seemed the best
place for their future and my
future as a practicing psy-

chotherapist and counsel-
lor.

We moved into our
house in September and
immediately went to
Ribfest.

What a wonderful event,
not only the food but the
people offering welcome,
human warmth and a great
sense of humour- ‘oh,
you’re English.... we’ll talk
slowly’.

Our next door neigh-
bours welcomed us with a
beautiful plant and then
continued support and
information about where to

100 Watts 
By Christopher Watts

It's not the yuppies, hipsters, DINK’s, peaceniks,
boomers, Gen X, Y or Z's.

The real game changers in Aurora are the seniors.
Yes they’ve been there, yes they’ve done that.
This is probably why Aurora’s seniors are so active, con-

nected, and full of the wisdom it takes to make the positive
changes we see all around us.

It’s comforting to know that we’ll never run out of them
because if we aren’t there already, or our lifestyles don’t see
to it otherwise, we’ll all get there soon enough.

And when we do maybe we'll finally recognize what age
really means.

Reader liked 
the service
at auto centre
To the editor,

I would like to recognize
an outstanding Aurora Auto
Centre-Puccini’s Auto Centre
Ltd.

Dave Puccini, the owner,
went over and above my
expectations in servicing my
car.

His honesty, integrity and
the quality of his work is so
refreshing that it is not hard
to understand why they have
been in business for more
than 30 years. 

I am now a loyal and
grateful customer - I will defi-
nitely be back!

George Stephenson
Aurora

119.8.
It makes more sense to

compare York Region’s
policing needs with other
communities that have a
similar crime rate.

For example, the Quebec
region of Richelieu-Saint-
Laurent has a crime severi-
ty index of 45.6 and has just
110 police officers for every
100,000 citizens.

Many other more crime-
prone regions are able to
get by with a lower ratio of
police to population than
York Region, for example
Richmond, B.C. has a crime
rate that is 250 per cent
greater than York Region’s,
yet an equal ratio of police
to population.

This past summer’s G20
summit in Toronto illustrated
all too well the dangers of
over-policing. When a police
force of 10,000 (and anoth-
er 1,000 private guards)
descended upon the
streets, it resulted in the
largest mass arrest in
Canada’s history.

Many of those arrested
were not violent protestors,
but either peaceful protes-
tors or unfortunate
bystanders in the wrong
place at the wrong time.

Most of those arrested
were never charged, and
even most of those charged
have now had those
charges dropped.

Chief Jolliffe’s logic is
flawed when he says the
police force must be
increased to keep pace with
the region’s growing popu-
lation.

Rather, it should keep
pace with the regions’ actu-
al crime rate which fell by
five per cent last year.
Because if police officers on
our streets are not spending
their time solving crimes,
what is it they will be doing
exactly? 

Not only is an excessive-
ly large police force a waste
of taxpayer money, but it
can result in innocent civil-
ians being harassed by
police with no real work to
occupy them.

Brian Jackson
Aurora

get things, how to do things
and how to survive.

Real friendship.
The library was, and is, a

great source of information
and material and the town
council also offered great
insight.

My son now goes to the
French Immersion school
and is already speaking
French well and my daugh-
ter is relishing her time at

the YMCA playgroup.
Thus since we arrived

we have been welcomed
and warmed by the Town of
Aurora as a whole and at
this time of year I wanted to
say thank you and wish you
ALL a MERRY CHRIST-
MAS and PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR.

Phillip Hodgson 
Aurora

Wendy’s comments
“stupid”, reader says
To the editor,

Re: Auroran week of
December 21 and
Councillor Gaertner's
comments about the
Notice of Motion.

Councillor Gaertner
should get rid of her atti-
tude immediately.

She is continuing the
discord of the last council.

Besides her stupid com-
ments regarding the Notice
of Motion (verbal versus
written), I am especially
disgusted with her referring
to our mayor as "Mr. Dawe".

Mayor Dawe is our
mayor.

He has already received
the respect of many.

Please refer to our
mayor as "Mayor Dawe",
and show him the respect
he has already earned and
deserves.

I  believe you got elected
to council because of your
dedication to Hot Spot and
your efforts to obtain a

What kind of 
“ferries” live at
Scott’s house?
To the editor,

Just had to wonder
what sort of "ferries" Scott
Johnston has at his
house, mentioned twice in
his ar ticle "Knotty or
Nice", about someone
getting his Christmas
lights tangled.

Any relation to that
most famous Ferry Across
the Mersey?

Robin Stuart-Jones
Aurora

Youth Centre for Aurora.
I do not believe that your

mandate is to represent the
old regime but rather to
move forward to effective
leadership.

Marilyn Munslow
Aurora



Customer service in Aurora - Round IV

Front Porch
Perspective

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston
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By Stephen Somerville 

By Frank Klees 

"I have never contacted my MPP or anyone else in elected
office."

I hear this many times a week as I sit with constituents in my
Aurora office or take their phone calls. What never ceases to amaze
me, are the number of people who are surprised to hear back from
me by phone, or express gratitude for a meeting. My response is
always the same: "That's my job. It's what you've elected me to do". 

And so as 2010 comes to a close, I thought it appropriate to
report on my work on your behalf, here in our community and at
Queen's Park. Here are my picks for the Top Ten :

HST: I strenuously opposed the implementation of this new tax.
I made it clear that while I support simplifying our tax system, this
was the wrong time to increase the cost of living and that it would be
particulary difficult for seniors and others on fixed incomes. I chal-
lenged the policy on the floor of the legislature and invited con-
stituents to join the fight against the tax by signing petitions and
sending emails and letters to the Premier. 

ECO Tax: I met with many local business owners who pleaded
their case against yet another tax grab that was killing their business
and picking the pockets of consumers. I joined with my colleagues
in the PC Caucus in mounting a province-wide campaign to raise
awareness of this new tax. In the end, the government was forced
to cancel the tax within a matter of weeks, and I thank the many of
you who helped wage this campaign.

Red Tape: Regulatory burden is killing businesses and jobs. I
invited business owners to share examples of the impact on their
business of time-consuming regulations and bureaucratic process.
The evidence is clear that we need to implement a Red Tape
Commission that will eliminate unnecessary regulations that punish
small business. 

Organ Donation: I tabled a Resolution calling on the govern-
ment to implement an on-line organ donation registry.  This would

significantly increase the number of organs available for transplant
and save countless lives. In his Annual Report, the Auditor General
confirmed the importance of an on-line registry. 

Support for Pharmacists: The McGuinty government
announced a policy that would result in cuts to front-line healthcare
services provided by independent, local pharmacists. The impact
would be hardest on seniors, and would put many independent
pharmacists out of business. I convened a fact-finding meeting for
local pharmacists and the public, launched a petition and opposed
this policy on the floor of the legislature. 

Speech Therapy Crisis: More than 1,000 students in York
Region were not receiving the speech and language therapy serv-
ices they need to cope with speech and language disorders. I con-
vened a public meeting attended by parents, school board repre-
sentatives, and speech/language therapists. A petition was
launched that received province-wide support, I raised the issue
with the Minister during Question Period and subsequent meetings
with the CCAC. 

OSPCA: With overwhelming public support, I was instrumental
in putting a stop to the planned euthanasia of the entire animal pop-
ulation at the OSPCA's Newmarket shelter. I called for an
Independent Review of the OSPCA's handling of this issue, which
is now underway headed by the Hon. Patrick LeSage. I tabled a
Resolution calling for provincial oversight of the OSPCA, and
although it was defeated by the Liberal majority, I have the commit-
ment of my colleagues that a PC government would implement the
Resolution following the election on October 6th.  

Transportation and Infrastructure: As the PC Critic for
Transportation and Infrastructure, I was asked to speak at the
International Transport Futures Conference in Toronto. The theme of
the conference was solutions to traffic congestion and infrastructure
funding. My central message was that if we are to meet these chal-

lenges, we must put transportation and infrastructure planning and
funding "beyond politics" and ensure that transportation plans are
based on sound transportation planning principles and are not
hijacked by political agendas. 

Homecare: Many seniors would prefer to remain in their homes
rather than take up residence in longterm care homes. But the gov-
ernment is penny wise and pound foolish when it comes to funding
homecare. "No money to pay an 87-year-old patient's equipment
rental, but thousands to hire more bureaucrats". That's what I told
the Minister of Health when I questioned her why my constituent
was refused payment for a $500 rental fee that makes it possible for
her to be at home rather than take up a hospital bed at thousands
of dollars a day. 

Victory for Cody: Cody Hughes is a 17-year-old constituent. He
has multiple health issues resulting from Rheumatoid Arthritis. The
most serious complication is the disintegration of his jaw bones,
resulting in constant, excruciating pain. His pain medication is at the
level of a dying cancer patient. Only a titanium jaw replacement can
relieve his pain. He was advised that the wait list for his operation is
three years. I asked Cody's parents to come to the legislature where
I brought the issue to the attention of the Minister of Health during
Question Period and asked her to personally intervene. 

Cody's operation is scheduled for January 13, 2011. 
This is a very limited list of the issues for which I have had the

privilege of advocating on your behalf. My allocated space doesn't
allow for more, but I invite you to visit my website at
www.frankklees.com where you will find more detailed information
on these and many other issues. And as always, I welcome your
calls at 905-750-0019. 

On behalf of our family, I wish you and yours the very best for the
coming year, and I thank you once again for the privilege of serving
you in the Parliament of Ontario. 

Back in May 2009, I again wrote about a subject that had been
of increasing concern to me - the lack of adequate customer
service in our society.

I reported that this kind of ill treatment had occurred a number
of times to me while in local businesses within our community but
I will protect the names of the guilty offenders.

Although it has been just over 19 months since I last wrote
about this topic, a very recent local experience has compelled me
to do so again. 

I am not Ralph Nader here on some type of corporate cru-
sade; I simply want, when I go to purchase a good or service, as
the advertising line goes, "to be treated like a somebody".

In April 2007 I wrote about one particularly bad purchasing
experience. 

I was in a local store ready to purchase a new lawnmower.
I decided on a particular mower and asked the store employ-

ee for some help transporting the mower to my car; he was not
very helpful at all.

He did assist in putting the mower on the cart but then said
"you can ask for someone to help you at the cash" and then
abruptly turned around and left.

My newest gripe (it has been festering for quite some time
really) is standing in a long line at the check-out at a grocery store
or in a line at a bank and only one person is on duty at the cash
register.

What is particularly galling is when you see a bunch of other
store employees stocking shelves and ignoring you or if in a bank,

another bank employee(s) sitting at a desk, 20 feet from you,
ignoring you while one bank teller tries to deal with everyone.

Last year I was looking to purchase various things for our gar-
den at a local store.

There was only one person at the cash register while the line
got longer and longer, and you could see that customers were not
at all happy. 

As I was waiting in line, I found myself day-dreaming and look-
ing around and I could not help but laugh to myself upon seeing
the following sign on the ceiling at the checkout.

It read: "Thank you for your business" 
Eventually, after what seemed an eternity, another cashier

came to help.
Being the good Canadians that we are, all of us in that line just

suffered silently. I wonder how many of my fellow shoppers ever
came back.

Last Wednesday was another one of those negative buying
experiences.

I was in a very large store in Aurora that sold groceries as well
as electronics and clothing.

It was about 8 p.m. and I was looking to purchase, among
other items, orange juice and chocolate milk.

This store had neither; matter of fact, the shelves seemed to
be less than full.

Although I was not happy with this, I could kind of understand
it, due to the time of year.

But I was not prepared to accept what happened at the check-

out counter.
There were only two check-out lines open, although there

were plenty of store personnel available.
There were two people ahead of me in line.
A gentleman was purchasing an item that required a price

check. The cashier asked two times on the intercom for someone
to assist her, but to no avail.

Finally, the customer himself runs to the back of this very large
store and brings back a duplicate of the item.

While this is happening, there are three cashiers standing
around tidying up different magazine racks, and the store manag-
er is directly in front of us speaking to another employee, but the
manager can clearly see and hear what is happening.

Not one of these employees came to assist myself or the lady
ahead of me in line.

This was totally unacceptable.
Like a great many people, I have worked part time in retail.
Granted, I was probably not the best employee but two things

always stayed with me - be pleasant to the customer and if you
think he/she may require help - kindly ask them. It used to drive
my manager insane if he saw you cleaning up things on the
shelves while a customer waited at the check-out.

A happy customer means a customer that will be coming
back.

Stephen can be contacted at;
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

2010 in review
Frankly Speaking
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

“Talk to me and discover how 
The Plan by Investors Group™

Can help put more money in 
your pocket today.” 

Visit my new website:

 jenniferchristensen.com 
Please call for upcoming seminar information

Jennifer Christensen, 
B.A. CFP, CDFA, TEP

Ph. 905-726-8236

Pickup truck driver restored her faith
To the editor,

We originally came from
a small town of just over
200 people, where every-
body knows each other but
because there was no work
locally we had to go to a
city.

We lived in Toronto for
eight years until we could
buy a house of our own and
Aurora fit the bill perfecty.

A house we could afford
that was close enough to

the city to be convenient
but far enough away to
have the small town feel we
grew up with.

At that time (1980) the
population was 11,500 and
neighbours were friendly
and helpful.

We have lived in the
same house (with some
renovations), had and
raised our family, been
involved in the community
through service clubs,
school, sports, volunteer-

ing, working locally and
made many, many friends.  

My, how the town has
changed over the years!

You expect change, you
grow with it, and change is
quite often good.

Many people still con-
sider Aurora a small town
and a great place to live.

The thing that disap-
points me is, as the town
gets bigger I see it getting
less friendly.

Rather than getting to

know your neighbours,
people hibernate and don't
talk - some of them don't
even wave back when
waved to.

They will give money to
charities, donate
toys/gifts/food to strangers
less fortunate but would
rather phone by-law offi-
cers than come to you and
ask if you are OK or need
help (which we would have
said thank you but we have
friends who are helping us

as soon as they can). 
It's unfortunate people

don't care enough to get to
know their neighbours.

Maybe if they did they
would find people like us
who are not perfect but
approachable, friendly, will-
ing to help anybody - just
ask the people who do
know us. (Or even the peo-
ple who don't know me per-
sonally except as one of the
happy, friendly cashiers at
No Frills).

I guess some people are
only happy if they are com-
plaining.

Too bad - smiles and
happy are contagious and
can make you feel better
even when you're down.

Now having written this
about my disheartening
experience with an anony-
mous neighbour calling
Town By-Law rather than
talking to me directly, an
incredible thing happened
with a total stranger.
Initially I was just writing
this as my own form of
venting, I wasn't going to go
any further with it but then
right after I had something
fantastic happen that
restores my faith in our
small town and I have to
share it and publicly thank
my helper.  

On Monday, December
13th, after the significant
snowfall we had all week-
end, I came home from
driving a morning school

bus run in a small bus and
managed to drive the back
passenger side tires into
our ditch.

I was stuck!
As I debated whether to

radio the company to send
help or go inside and phone
(to save the embarrass-
ment of announcing my
predicament over the radio)
a young man was driving by
in a pickup truck with a
plow on the front and he
stopped.

He asked if I would like
help, said he wasn't sure he
would be able to pull me out
but was willing to try - and
he was successful.

I didn't have much cash
on me but I tried to give him
some and he said "No, I
didn't stop to make money, I
just saw you were stuck
and hoped I could help."

I forced a little bit of cash
on him and told him to at
least have a coffee on me
as a thank you and he was
on his way.

You have no idea how far
your act of kindness has
gone as we have been
going through some trau-
matic events over the last
couple of months and what
you did has helped more
than you will ever know!

Chivalry is not dead in
Aurora and is appreciated
as much as ever.    

Gail Teel
Aurora

Reader still has SPCA questions
To the editor,

Read with interest the
story in The Auroran that
the S.P.C.A, set to
reopen, yet all I saw
about why it closed in first
place was, after ringworm
outbreak it’s looking for-
ward to rebranding for the
future as its reputation at
its Newmarket location
took a hit when news got
out that it was going to
euthanize (kill) hundreds

of animals following the
April outbreak.

They say this was
unfor tunate but has
brought positive out-
comes to the organiza-
tion.

It’s now their pet proj-
ect with a full sea of
changes and is renamed
The Provincial Education
and Animal Centre.

It will offer experience
to volunteers, donors and
educate children to have

compassion for living
things.

Our government has
come up with a law, so
that humans cannot just
change their name and
keep doing any unethical
practice.

Frank Klees tried to get
this done with this non-
profit group as they only
police themselves.

The Government in
power at present would
not listen to him.

Some things that con-
cern me that were not
even addressed in this
SPCA speech to Aurora
Council or to the newspa-
per...what was the real
cause? How did the out-
break get so bad? Are the
same upper management
still in place? Why were
some animals saved only
after the public outcry?
Why do you feel the need
to solely police yourse-
ves?

When we call about an
abandoned or hurt animal
will you be more responsi-
ble before the monetary
issue is brought up?

Why the need for name
change...is it for donor
experience?

Farms and zoos are a
good place to educate
children as these animals
have loving compassion-
ate homes in most cases.
Some were even rescued
back from S.P.C.A.

In closing, a fancy
name such as The
Provincial Education and
Animal Centre, may do
well with new donors but I
don’t think it sits well with
concerned animal lovers
or private animal care
centres.

After eight months and
all the stress this has
caused a new name is all
we deserve?

I know a lot of people
who were with me out
there disagree.

You need to report to
someone other than your-
selves.

Thanks for trying, Mr.
Klees.

John H. Sargent
Aurora

He is disappointed
with offsite meeting
To the editor,

As I read the Auroran I am
disappointed to see that this
council has decided to waste
the Aurora residents tax money
by having an offsite meeting.

I ask WHY when we have an
empty Town Hall each weekend
where phones do not ring so
there are not any interruptions.

The meetings could easily
be held in the Town Hall where

you can easily bond without
leaving Aurora.

Then, just think about it, they
could support an Aurora restau-
rant at dinner and keep the
Town's money in Aurora, where
it should be spent.

I am disappointed that Mr.
Dawe would not think that he
should support Aurora business
owners even though his busi-
ness is in Newmarket.

His supporters are saying

that this is sour grapes, but no, I
ran a campaign to support
Aurora business owners and I
thought that this council might do
the same.

Free thinking can happen in
Aurora, you do not need to have
a meeting to bond 
outside of Aurora.

Give our taxpaying business-
es a break and support them.

Have the meeting in Aurora
and support local business and
save the taxpaying public tax
dollars by doing so.

Evelyn Buck stated that the
last council would have benefit-
ed from an off-site meeting, yet,
she went to the last off-site meet-
ing and still managed to disrupt
that council many times, includ-
ing hitting then councillor, Ron
Wallace, with a rolled up news-
paper.

So much for off-site meet-
ings.

Not spoiled grapes but rather
a common sense answer.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

A coincidence?
To the editor,

So, Councillors Wendy
Gaertner and John Gallo
are still insisting that they
were not together having
coffee at On The Bean dur-
ing the day in question, with
Wendy going as far as to call
Shirley Smallwood "delu-
sional".

I hardly think that name-
calling is an appropriate
response from someone
who should be a respectable 
council member.

Could it be that the winds
of change at town hall are

rattling these two remaining
Phyllis Morris supporters?

Incidentally, town council
voted 6-3 in favour of mov-
ing forward with a motion to
reconsider the town's
involvement in former mayor
Phyllis Morris' lawsuit
against local bloggers.

Two of the three votes
against this motion were
from Wendy Gaertner and
John Gallo.

Hmmm, just a coinci-
dence?

Mark Chisholm
Aurora
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The Board of Directors of
Southlake Regional Health
Centre announced recently that
Dr. Louis Balogh will assume the
position of interim President and
CEO, effective Friday, January
21, following the announced res-
ignation of current CEO Dan
Carriere. 

"The Board is very confident
in appointing Dr. Balogh as inter-
im President and CEO of
Southlake,” said Stephen E.
Quinlan, the chairperson of the
Board of Directors. “In addition to
having a long history with
Southlake, Dr. Balogh has the
healthcare experience and lead-
ership skills required to effectively
manage the day-to-day opera-
tions of the hospital.”

Dr. Balogh will serve in the
interim position until such time as
the Board of Directors appoints a
permanent replacement.

Dr. Balogh joined Southlake’s
(formerly named York County

Hospital) medical staff in 1980
and since 2004 has held several
notable appointments, including
Chief of Medical Staff and Vice-
President of Southlake’s
Regional Cardiac and Cancer
Programs, Surgical and Medicine
Programs, Ambulatory Surgical
Clinics and Risk Management.

During his tenure as interim
President and CEO, Dr. Balogh
will maintain his duties as
Regional Vice-President of
Cancer Care Ontario and Chair
of the Central Local Health
Integration Network (LHIN)
Regional Cancer Steering
Committee.

Southlake’s Board of
Directors revealed last month that
Dan Carriere had resigned in
order to accept the position of
President and CEO at the Centric
Health Corporation.

Mr. Carriere’s last day as
President and CEO of Southlake
will be January 21. 
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(Thank you for your business & referrals)

with this 
ad only
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Salvatin Army’s pastor Brian Bishop, left, of the
Salvation Army of Central York, addressed the
Rotary Club of Aurora recently and outlined the
plans for the Salvation Army expansion, expected to
be started in east-end Aurora this year. Thanking him
for the presentation is Rotary president Frank Mete.
The new building will be constructed on land north
of Wellington Street, on the west side of Leslie
Street. Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Kettles pull in 
more than $45,000 

The 2010 Salvation Army
Kettle Drive pulled in more
than $45,000 in Aurora alone
this season, an increase of
about $14,000 over the previ-
ous year, according to pastor
Brian Bishop of the Salvation
Army of Central York and the
Newmarket-based Northridge
Community Church.

The $45,000 does not
include a further $2,500 from
mail-in donations from Aurora
residents, and money from
other related community
fundraisers, including a tag
program at St. Andrew’s
Plaza's Foodland location
which saw customers pur-
chase small Christmas orna-
ments to decorate an in-store
Christmas tree poster.

"There are dribs and drabs
[of contributions] that have to
come in yet, but over $45,000
in the kettle program is certain-
ly on the low-end [of the esti-
mation], but it would have cer-
tainly been more," said Pastor
Bishop of this season's suc-
cess.

"We certainly have some
wonderful partnerships in the
Town of Aurora, including the
Town itself, Neighbourhood
Network who partners with us
as well - they helped secure
some volunteers - as well as
we were a little bit more proac-
tive [this year] in terms of work-
ing with the Town and
Neighbourhood Network."

A portion of the money
raised in the 2010 Kettle Drive
will go towards the Salvation
Army's annual Christmas ini-
tiative.

According to Mr. Bishop,
more than 750 families in the
Central York Region Area,
which includes Aurora,
Newmarket, and East
Gwillimbury, were assisted by
the program.

"[Families] would be provid-

ed with toys, hampers, gift cer-
tificates, and so a portion of
the proceeds raised at
Christmas goes towards sup-
porting the Christmas initia-
tive," he added. "The balance
of the proceeds goes towards
the ongoing programming and
service that the Salvation
Army provides for the coming
year, recognizing that need
knows no season."

Ongoing programs at the
Salvation Army include food
bank services, financial coun-
selling, and homelessness
prevention and rent bank pro-
grams.

Money will also soon go
towards the organization's
recovery and support pro-
grams, including anger man-
agement programs, divorce
care, grief care, and "emotion-
al rescue" programs - which
start up again January 17. 

"These [programs] take
place [throughout the
year]...for anybody in the com-
munity and those proceeds
that we receive at Christmas
help us to go ahead and pro-
vide those programs at
reduced rates," he said. "We
just invite people to help us
cover the cost of materials,
which gives them some own-
ership to the program itself, but
there is no other cost
incurred."

All of these programs will
take place at their Newmarket-
based Northridge Community
Church, which will be built in
Aurora, north of the Wellington
Street and Leslie Street inter-
section.

"It's coming along," said Mr.
Bishop of plans for the move to
Aurora. "We're anticipating,
pending our capital campaign
initiative called Hope for
Others, breaking ground
sometime this summer, or the
early fall of 2011."

Board appoints
Southlake leader

Public should have been aware
of advice given to council: Buck

Councillor Evelyn Buck is
expected to make a motion to
dissolve the Town's solicitor-
client privilege to disclose legal
advice received by councillors in
closed session which led to the
previous council voting in favour
of a September motion which led
to the Town suing three local
bloggers.

Councillor Buck's notice of
motion came at the December
21 Special Council meeting
which saw the freshly inaugurat-
ed council reconsider and then
vote down the decision made in
the early hours of September 15.

In explaining her position,
Councillor Buck said she was of
the belief there was never any
authority for council to give staff
the direction to retain outside
legal counsel and take action
against three citizens - Bill Hogg,
Richard Johnson, and Elizabeth
Bishenden.

"I know what the public opin-
ion was and I am confident that
we are doing the right thing
here," said Councillor Buck on
the reconsideration. "At the
same time, I believe that the
advice that was given at council
on the night they made this deci-
sion... I believe the public are
entitled to be informed of that
advice. 

"I am aware that council has
the right to maintain confidential-
ity between solicitor and client
[but] we also have the authority
to waive the privilege of confi-
dentiality. In the interest of doing
this out in the open, and for the
public to understand how this
came about [I wish to waive]
solicitor client privilege and pro-
vide the advice that was given to
council at the meeting last
Tuesday."

In her explanation, Councillor
Buck said she did not believe
anything in the Municipal Act
gave council the authority to take
the action that was eventually fol-
lowed, but in his reply, the Town's
Associate Solicitor cautioned
council.

"Before [waiving solicitor
client privilege] I would have to
speak to councillors directly and
explain the ramifications of waiv-
ing solicitor client privilege before
they did so," he said. "If they want
to go down this particular road, I
would request we go into closed
session to discuss it further."

Pressing on, Councillor Buck
added it was her understanding

that it is required that council be
informed any time of litigation
contemplated by or commenced
against the Municipality.

The Associate Solicitor said,
however, that while he would
have to get back to council on
requirements pertaining to law-
suits faced by the Town in the
event of slips and falls, and so
forth, Councillor Buck's state-
ment regarding litigation under-
taken by the Town was correct.

"It would have required coun-
cil direction to engage in litigation
with any party," he said. "The res-
olution that was put forward on
September 14 was extremely
broad to the point of giving
almost a carte blanche. It did say
'any and all actions to bring a res-
olution to this matter' and I think
that may be what councillors had
some difficulty with and the
actions before council and what
was taken afterwards. But it all
seemed to be in conjunction with
the resolution that was passed at
council that evening. If there was
a failure to report back there was
certainly no direction to staff to
do so in that resolution."

Councillor John Gallo, in
explaining his reasoning for vot-
ing in favour to keep the original
September decision that while
he still believes governments
need to protect its staff and
council when "defamed or
maligned," he agreed with the
motion on the table - but not nec-
essarily what transpired after it.

"I wasn't privy to the discus-
sions," he said. "I wasn't privy to
how we got to this point. I am not
happy the Corporation is funding
the lawsuit against the citizens of
the Town, although I still believe
that as politicians we need to
have a certain degree of thick
skin when we are criticised."

His comments, however,
were indicative of why this disclo-
sure is important, said Councillor
Buck.

"To demonstrate how
Councillor Gallo found himself in
that situation, he gave his sup-
port for a recommendation hav-
ing no idea how it was going to
end up that three families in the
community would have been liti-
gated against by their own
municipality," she said.

"He has just outlined to us the
difficulty that presented to him
and I think, perhaps would help
him in making a decision in this
instance. The authority was

never to litigate against the fami-
lies and he has indicated clearly
that he would not have voted to
give that ability."

In response, Mayor Geoff
Dawe said the issue could have

benefited from clarity.
He later added that the

Associate Solicitor's comment
that the September motion effec-
tively gave free reign to Town
Staff was unexpected.

 

Coffee & Tea with the M.P.

 

You are invited to ...

Saturday, January 8, 2011
9 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Second Cup
15440 Bayview Ave, Aurora

North of Wellington in the "Zellers Plaza"

 
Drop in and meet your 
Member of Parliament 

in a casual setting

Serving you in Newmarket-Aurora

 
Newmarket-Aurora

Lois Brown, M.P.
16600 Bayview Ave., Ste. 206
Newmarket ON K1A 0A6
905-953-7515
www.loisbrown.ca

LOIS BROWN, M.P.

Dancers deliver 
vanloads of food

Janet and Kevin Parke

have a daughter who does

more than dance at Jaymor

School of Dance in Aurora.

Alison Parke - her parents

are long-time Aurora resi-

dents - joined forces with

other dancers from Jaymor to

help families in need this

year.

The members of the com-

petitive dance team, the

Aurora Aerials, contributed

this year to the Aurora food

bank.

Shortly before Christmas,

the dancers got enough food

together to fill two vanloads

which were delivered to the

Industrial Parkway site.

Dancers involved included

Kalessy Keyes, Kendra

Keyes, Larissa Keyes, Alison

Parke and Alexa Delzotto.
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Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

HOUSE LEAGUE
Results to Dec. 26

105 Timbits Black  12 - Myles Graham 4G, Caspar
Timothy 1G 2A, Matthew Reid 1G, Thomas Bradley 1G  2A,
Eric Silver 4G, Philip Lamparter 1A, Ryan Weeks 2A,
Gianluca Pannozzo 1G. 108 Timbits Grey  3 - Nicholas
Pisapia 1G 1A, Riley Pearl 1G, Anthony Russo 1G.  

107 Timbits Kelly Green  5.  106 Timbits Powder
Blue  4.

201 Caravan Kids Red  13 - Carson Tidd 7G 1A, Peter
Simsiris 2G 3A, Ethan Belisle 2G, Jonah Spataro 1G 1A,
George Rappos 1G 2A, Luke Pignatelli 7A, Alex Jones 4A,
Eric Dubeau 1A.  205 Caravan Kids Black  5 -  Gianluca
Rotondi 2G 1A, Ethan Joiner 2G 2A, David Ho 2A, Aiden
O'Toole 1A, Harrison Gruenig 2A, Matthew Cowl 1G,
Stefan Fazari 1A.  

206 Caravan Kids Powder Blue  6.   204 Caravan
Kids Blue  4.

408 Crabby Joe's Grey  3 - Gregory Gatzopoulos 1G,
Jacob Cowl 1G 1A, Ryan Funston-Clarke 1A, Jack Chivers
1A, Callum Gorrell 1G.  405 Novintro Black  2 - Matthew
Winters 2G, Wayne Freeman 1A.  

406 Mastermind Toys Powder Blue  9 -  Cody Fisher
1G, Vaughn Hewgill 2G, Kyle Gillies 1G, Andrew Ryman
1G, Carson Purcell 1G, Carson Purcell 1A, Nicholas Sever
2G, Stetson Colicchio 1G, Tony Davelman 1A, Brian Turner
1A.  402 Omar's Shoes Gold  3 - Christopher Walsh 1G,
Jacob Turriff 1G, Noah Johnson 1G, Noah Johnson 1A,
Noah Johnson 1A, Nicolas Verbeek 1A. 

409 Pfaff VW Teal  9 - Evan Bryan 1G, John Dol 3G,
Liam Patterson 3A, Christian Ridd 4G 1A, Noah Cepelak
1A, Jonathan Gianforcaro 1G 1A, Pranav Rendalker 1A,
Jack Campbell 1A. 404 Tilemaster Blue  3 - Adam
Wochenmarkt 1G, William Reid 1A, Aaron Preiano 1G,
Dillon Varone 1A, Benjamin Godber 1G 1A.  

405 Novintro Black  6 - Matthew Winters 3G, Wayne
Freeman 2A, Matthew Bolger 2G, Alexander Mueller 1G
1A, Jacob Pitecca 1A.   403 Optimist Club Of Aurora
White  6 - Jack Hosmer 2G, Brynlyn Rowntree 1G, Ayrton
Ochab 1G, Chris Sands 1G, Dylan Clark 1G 1A.  

408 Crabby Joe's Grey  3.  410 HS Financial Orange
3.

601 Municipal Engineering Solutions Red  0.  606
Aurora Chrysler Powder Blue  0.

811 Caruso & Company Purple  4 - Matt Walker 1G,
Riley O'Brien 1G1A, Victor Chadarov 1G, Nicolas
Chethuan 1G, David Kangas 1A, Omar Rahal 1A.  802
Manhattan Trophies Gold  1 - Adam Petit 1G, Connor
Cann 1A.  

803 Rotary Club Of Aurora White  3 - Matt Sanita 1G,
Chris Sanita 1G 1A, Stuart Reid 1G, Ian Coschi 1G 1A.
810 Pizza Pizza Orange   1 - Michael Boorn 1G, Michael
Liscio 1A, Jonathan Jin 1A.  

809 AHPA Teal  6 - Bradley Snoulten 3G 1A, Russell
Johnson 2G 1A, David Leeper 1G, Jake Arcangeli 1A,
Michael McKerracher 1A, Jake McGann 1A, Tyler Bundy
1A, Joey Stel 1A.  804 Frontline Fire & Safety Blue  1 -
Brendan Elliott 1G, Zack Keller 1A, Adam Ashraf 1A.  

805 Aurora Home Hardware Black  2 - Joseph
Veneziano 1G, Lucas Marek 1G, Jonathan Caporusso 1A,
Ben McGowan 1A.  808 Crabby Joe's Grey  1 - Thomas
McDonald 1G, Jeff Stobo 1A.   

807 Danny & Scotties Boys Kelly Green  2 - Declan
Johnston 1G, Josh Mohabeer 1G.  806 Laurion Law
Office Power Blue  2 - Zac Kroll 1G, Tim Pare 1G,
Emerson Cepelak 1A, Christopher Sutherland 1A,
Christopher Ottman 1A.  

812 Municipal Engineering Solutions Burgandy  6 -
Derek Capone 3G A, Nick Armour 2G, Luc Martineau 1G
1A, Ryan MacMillan 2A, John Barber 1A. 801 Rogers Red
5 - Brett Bond 3G, Alex Harrison 2G, James Johnston 2A,
Randy Sutton 1A.   

809 AHPA Teal  7 - Joey Stel 1G 1A, Russell Johnson
4G 2A, Tyler Bundy 1G, Michael Arcuri  1G, Jake Arcangeli
1A, Michael McKerracher 1A, Matthew McGann 1A,
Brayden Babineau 1A.  802 Manhattan Trophies Gold  5 -
Adam Petit 2G, Ian Dunlop 1G, Mitchell Arnold 1G, Cody
Child 1G 1A, James Power 1A, Landon Kirby 1A.  

808 Crabby Joe's Grey  7 - Morgan Walker 1G 2A,
Elias Jeries 1G 1A, Carson Roell 1G, Jeff Stobo 1G,
Michael Walsh 1G 1A, Andrew Kaszuba 2G 4A.  810 Pizza
Pizza Orange  1 - Max Brown 1G, Mitch Palmer 1A.  

805 Aurora Home Hardware Black  1 - Benjamin
Ashton 1G, Yosif Kakush 1A.  807 Danny & Scotties Boys
Kelly Green  1 - Brendon McDonald 1G, Alexander
MacDonald 1A.  

801 Rogers Red  3 -  Keith Jarvis 2G 1A,  Brett Bond
1G 1A, James Johnston 1A, Alex Harrison 1A.  811 Caruso
& Company Purple  2 - Riley O'Brien 1G 1A, Matt Walker
1G. 

806 Laurion Law Office Power Blue  2 - Christopher
Sutherland  1G 1A, Zac Kroll 1G, Matt D'Allessandro 2A.
803 Rotary Club Of Aurora White  5 - Zac Landry 1G,
Matt Sanita 1G 1A, Cameron Pyle 1G, Stewart Reid 1G,
Justin Laird 1A, David Gonder 1A.

REP LEAGUE
Results to Dec. 26

Tyke Select - Aurora  7 - Nicholas Giorgio 4G, Charles
Huxley 3A, Caden McHenry 1G, Luca Capraro 1A, Ryan
Bryden 1G 2A, Todd Cook 1G, Ryan Catania 2A, Owen
Hollett 2A, Jacob Hoffrogge 1A.  Georgina  5.

Tyke Select - Aurora  3 - Michael Crowe 1G, Owen
Hollett 1A, Caden McHenry 1G, Ryan Catania 1A, Todd
Cook 1A, Ryan Bryden 1G, Thomas Hollett 1A.  Ajax
White  2. 

Tyke Select -  Aurora   5 - Nicholas Giorgio 1G, Ryan
Bryden 1G 1A, Ryan Catania 1A, Anton Sopov 1A, Todd
Cook 3G. Barrie 1. 

Novice AE -  Aurora  7.   Orillia  2.

Novice AE -  Aurora  5.  Innisfil  2.

Novice AE -  Aurora  4.  Georgina 1. 

Novice AE -  Aurora  3.   Wellington  0.

Novice AE -  Waterloo  5.   Aurora 0. 

Novice AE -  Aurora  6.  Stouffville 1.

Minor Atom AA -  Aurora 3 - Harris Goan 2G, Anthony
DiPietro 2A, Wesley Reid 1G, Ben Liotta 1A.  TNT  1. 

Minor Atom AA -  Aurora 3 - Anthony Iacovetta 1G,
Luke O'Keefe 1A, Harris Goan 2G, Anthony DiPietro 2A,
Tyler Sawyer 1A. Richmond Hill  3. 

Minor Atom AA - Tigers  2 - Jeremy Gonsalves 1G,
Andrew Park 1A, Anthony Iacovetta 1G.  Markham  2. 

M Atom AE -  Aurora  2 - Alex Sandras 1G, Ryan
McCartney 1A, Jack Patterson 1A, Luc Catania 1G.
Markham  1.

M Atom AE -  Aurora  1 - Thomas Childerhose 1G,
Daniel Babcock 1A.  Georgina  5.

Atom AA -  Whitby  4.  Aurora  1.

Atom AA -  Aurora  6.  Peterborough   5.

Atom AA -  Streetsville  5.  Aurora  0. 

Atom AA -  Barrie  5.  Aurora  0.  

Atom AA -  Orillia  5.   Aurora  1. 

Atom AA -  Aurora  1.  Georgina  0.

Atom AA -  Aurora  4.  Barrie  0.

Atom AA - TNT  3.   Aurora   1.

Atom A -  Aurora  3 - Anthony Capraro 1G, Peter
Chimienti 1A, Ryan Jamieson 1A, Carson Venneri 1A,
Andrew Cundari 2G.    Markham  3.

Atom A - Barrie  5.   Aurora  0.

Atom AE -  Georgina  7.   Aurora  1 - Finn Reeves 1G,
Sebastian Giorgio 1A.

Atom AE -  Orillia  2.  Aurora  1 - Lucas Surace 1G,
Justin Evans 1A.    

Peewee AA -  Aurora  4 -  Tyler Williams 1G, Cameron
Morrison 1G 2A, Patrick Servideo 1G, Tyler Williams 1A,
Jack Pecora 1A, Brian Suominen 1A, Evan Woodhead 1G,
Michael Shum 1A.  Newmarket  1.

Peewee A - Tigers  6 - Mathew Tyndall 2G 1A, Colin
Kostin 2G 2A, Anthony Orlandi 1G, Tristan Kuchar 1G, Eric
Shennan 1A, Evan Cherubini 1A, Cameron Zinner 1A.
Orillia  2. 

Peewee A - Aurora  7 - Michael DaCosta 2G, Colin
Kostin 1G, Anthony Orlandi 1G, Alistair Johnston 1G 2A,
Cameron Zinner  2G, Matthew Liscio 1A, Tristan Kuchar
1A.  Orillia  5.

Peewee A -  Aurora  6 -  Daniel McConnell 1G 2A,
Mathew Tyndall 1G, Tristan Kuchar 2G, Cameron Zinner
1G 1A, Matthew Liscio 1G, Alistair Johnston 1A, Colin
Kostin 1A, Ryan Coveart 1A, Jack Bryant 1A, Matthew
Tanel, shutout.  Schomberg  0.

Bantam AA -  Aurora  8 - Lucas Pozzebon 2G 1A,
Connor Cowl 1G 1A, Konner McMillan 1G 1A, Spencer
Green 1G 2A, Nick Scott 1G 1A, Quentin Campbell 1G,
Jordan Nanos 1G, Austin Lane 5A, Brett Thiessen 2A, Jake
McKee 1A. TNT   1. 

Bantam A -  Markham 2.   Aurora 1 - Jack Caldwell
1G, Evan Jackson 1A.   

Bantam A - Aurora  10 -  Austin Persaud 3G, Jack
Caldwell 2G 2A, Liam Beresford 2G, Liam Coll 1G 2A, Erik
Balkovec 1G, Evan Jackson 1G, Harrison Smith 1A, Gabe
Oulahen 1A, Alec Ground 1A, Graham Robinson 1A, Mitch
Arnew 1A.  Markham  2.  

Bantam AE -  Aurora  0.  Johnathan Read, shutout.
Stouffville  0. 

Bantam AE -  Aurora  3 - Johnathan Read, shutout,
Brayden Beswick 2G, Ryan McGolrick 1G, Jonah Blaser
1A, Matthew Reynolds 2A, Scott Kostin 1A.   Orillia  0. 

HOUSE LEAGUE
Results to Jan. 2

102 Timbits Gold   5 - Dylan Andersen 1G 1A, Jake
McMillan 1G 2A, Peter Mueller 1G, Ryan Clutterbuck 1A,
Dylan Duff 1G, Hunter Kolm 1G.  104 Timbits Blue  1 -
Emmett Ross 1G, Aidan Quinn 1A. 

105 Timbits Black  9 - Myles Graham 3G,  Liam Taylor
2G, Jacob Smith 1G, Kenan Butler 1G, Tyler Cox 1G, Jake
Pridham 1G.  107 Timbits Kelly Green  5 - Michael Valenti
1G, Liam Cohen 1G, Chase Keeler 1G, Omar Ozturk 1G,
Adam Mollard 1G. 

103 Timbits White  12 - Alex Morra 3G, Max Reeves
3G, Matteo Rossi 1G, Jack MacFarland 1G, Stefano Iaversi
1G, Cayden Visser 2G, Ryan Cariou 1G.  105 Timbits
Black  5.  Myles Graham  5G.  

105 Timbits Black  7 - Myles Graham 3G, Thomas
Bradley 2G, Ryan Weeks 1G, Jacob Smith 1G. 108 Timbits
Grey   5 - Brett Watson 1G, Jack Fisher 1G, Riley Pearl 1G,
Nathan Coates 1G, Shayne Smith 1G.  

206 Caravan Kids Powder Blue  8 - Griffin Charnley
3G, Alexander Ko 1G, Ian Hilgendorff 2G, 1A, Justin Just
1G, 1A, Ethan Edwards 1G, Matthew Muxlow 1A, Mark
Clutterbuck 2A, Joshua Anselmo 1A.   201 Caravan Kids
Red   4 - Carson Tidd 3G, Jonah Spataro 1G, Kevin Song
1A, Ethan Belisle 1A, George Rappos, Jr. 1A.  

408 Crabby Joe's Grey  9 - Callum Gorrell 4G 1A,
Ryan Funston-Clarke 3G 2A, Gregory Gatzopoulos 2G,
Robert Kniss 1A.  410 HS Financial Orange  7 - Kyle
Kasak 3G, Brendan Dodd 2G, Becham Georgiou 1G, Todd
Fischer 1G. 

406 Mastermind Toys Powder Blue  6 - Carter
Wilmsmeyer 3G, Matthew Winters 2G, Vaughn Hewgill 1G.
407 H.J. Pfaff Audi Kelly Green  3 - Evan Kiah 1G, Jack
Viney 1G, Christopher Siarkas 1G.  

405 Novintro Black  3 - Alexander Mueller 1G,
Matthew Winters 2G.  406 Mastermind Toys Powder Blue
1 - Carter Wilmsmeyer 1G.  

608 Crabby Joe's Grey  4 - Liam DeSouza 2G 1A,
Gordon Scott 1G Jack Dion 1G, Connor Tripp 1A, Devon
Mundy 1A, Harrison Ghazouli 1A, Wyatt Dane 1A. 602
Wedi Corp.Com Waterproof Tile Solutions Gold  1 - Ted
Baek 1G, Ryan Cameron 1A.   

601 Municipal Engineering Solutions Red  8 -
Nicolas Pearce 3G, Owen Bourrie 2G, Matthew Glionna
1G, Evan Knowles 1G, Troy Lane 1G.  609 IOOF Aurora
Lodge #148  4 - Trevor Barnett 1G, Evan Lambert 2G, Nat
Leontis 1G.  

601 Municipal Engineering Solutions Red  13 - Troy
Lane 5G, Nicolas Pearce 5G, Christian Pearce 2G, Owen
Bourrie 1G.  605 Lakeshore Valu Mart  5 - Jack Bishenden
2G, Jacob Hatton 1G, Patrick Facca 1G, Cameron Bourne
1G. 

601 Municipal Engineering Solutions Red  5 -
Nicolas Pearce 2G, Tyler Justice 1G, Matthew Glionna 1G,
Troy Lane 1G. 611 Gmarkets Inc. - Purple  4 - Adam

Medeiros 1G, Elias Pasani 1G, Austin Hendy 1G, William
Morin 1G. 

905 ATS Healthcare Black  2 - Peter Teti 1G, Dylan
Lyons 1A, Zachary Cook 1G, Matthew Iamonaco 1A, Seth
Rodger, shutout.  902 Boston Gold  0.

901 Graystones Restaurant Red  6 - Kevin Langdon,
shutout, Cameron Staples 2G 1A, Mark Presacco 1G 1A,
Mathew Hart 1G, Kieran Cullen 2G, Andrew Martin 2A.
908 Crabby Joe's Grey   0.

904 St. Louis Blue  6 -  David Roberts 2G, Cameron
Greig 2G, Nicholas Reinholdt 1G, Alex Woodward 1G, Jim
Tatum 1A, Eric Bulloch 2A, JP Hudon 2A, Matt Clarke 1A.
903 Optimist Club of Aurora White  4 - Andrew Walter
3G, Michael Perryman 1G 1A, Ryan Dowling 3A, Trevor
Stephens 1A.   

910 Philly Orange  3 - Daniel Moriarity, shutout, Sam
Steenhorst 1G, Daniel La Flamme 1G 1A, Ryan St.
Germain 1G.  906 Ruff-N-Redi Powder Blue  0.

906 Ruff-N-Redi Powder Blue  12 - David Marsillo 1G,
Nick Theorodopolous 3G 2A, Dylan Sutton 2G, Chris
Falfalios 1G 1A, Andrew Seguin 1G, John Dinocolantino
1G 1A, Mathew Stewart 1G, Maackenzie Macintosh 2G.
907 Wooder Food Safety Consulting Kelly Green  2 -
Michael David 1G, Cody Sandersun 1G. 

908 Crabby Joe's Grey  7 - Ryan Eberlin 1G, Trevor
George 3G 1A, Gregory Milligan 1G, Ryan Dalcin 1G 1A,
Eamon Reilly 1G, Kevin Cress 1A.  909 North York
Plumbing & Heating Teal   3 - Matthew Roach 1G 1A,
Robert Bulgaretti 1G, C Mulhern 1G, Tanner Thiessen 1A,
Cameron Albert 1A.   

905 ATS Healthcare Black  1 - Seth Rodger, shutout,
Will Brogan 1G, Dylan Lyons 1A.  903 Optimist Club of
Aurora White   0.

910 Philly Orange  2 - Ryan St. Germain 1G, Daniel
LaFlamme 1G, Garth McBride 1A.  904 St. Louis Blue  2
- David Roberts 1G, Jim Tatum 1G, Alex Woodward 1A,
Dustin Partanen 1A.  

902 Boston Gold  4 - Kienan Osborne 1G 1A, Jesse
Borin 1G 1A, Trevor Rice 1G, Jonathon Hurtubise 1G,
Christian Frappier 2A, William Allen 1A.  901 Graystones
Restaurant Red  3 - Michael Rodrigues 1A, Mark
Presacco 1A, Andrew Martin 2G. 

REP LEAGUE
Results to Jan. 2

Novice A -  Aurora  4 - Riley Klugerman 1G 1A, Liam
Mahoney 1G, Kazuki Negishi 1G, Jace Jackson 1G, Brett
Pearce 1A, Dereck Avery 1A, shutout, Justin Lacroix,
shutout.   Schomberg  0.

Novice A -  Barrie  4.   Aurora  1 - Justin Hicks 1G,
Eddie Cobbold 1A. 

Novice A -  Aurora  1.  Jake Piper 1G.   Barrie  1.

Novice A -  Nobleking  5. Aurora 1.   Justin Hicks 1G,
Jace Jackson 1A,  Jonathan Gagnon 1A.  

M Atom AE -  Stouffville  3.  Aurora 1 - Thomas
Childerhose 1G.  

M Atom AE - Caledon 3.  Aurora 1 - Alex Sandras 1G
1A, Rony Wahab 1A, Jessica Jollimore 1A.    

M Atom AE - Whitby  5.  Aurora  1 - Alex Sandras 1G.  

M Atom AE -  Aurora 2 - Luc Catania 2G, Russel
Tanaka 1A.     Caledon  1. 

Peewee AA - Barrie  3.  Aurora  2 - Patrick Servideo
1G, Cameron Morrison 1G, Tyler Williams 2A, Graham
Sanford 1A,  James Wyndham West 1A.   

Oshawa 4. Bantam AA - Aurora  3 -  Jordan Nanos
1G, Quentin Campbell 1G, Spencer Green 1G, John
MacDonald 1A, Brett Thiessen 1A, Lucas Pozzebon 1A,
Nick Scott 1A.  

Bantam AA - Scarborough Young Bruins 5.   Aurora
2 - Konner McMillan 1G 1A, Quentin Campbell 1G 1A, Brett
Thiessen 1A.   

Bantam AA -  Aurora 4 - Konner McMillan 2G 1A,
Quentin Campbell 1G 2A, Nick Scott 1G, Jordan Nanos 1A,
Connor Cowl 1A, Tait Snedden 1A.  Milton Winterhawks 3.

Bantam AE -  Aurora 8 -  Johnathan Read, shutout, Edi
Niesenbaum shutout, Brayden Beswick 4G, Scott Kostin 1G,
Kyle Nice 1G 1A, Matthew Reynolds 1A, Victor Chadarov
1A, Brett Bond 1G 1A, Nathan Nealon 1G 2A.  Orillia  0.

AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
Results to Sunday, January 2



(905) 841-1030
(416) 565-3727 

www.listwithanna.com

Anna Runco 
Sales Representative 

My goal is to make your 
real estate dreams a reality!

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract

St. Andrew’s Realty Inc. 
Brokerage

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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This Minor Midget team won their section of the Showcase tournament over
the holidays. The team includes J.J. White, seated. In the first row, left to right,
are William He, Andrew Seguin, William Tang, Will Miller, Alex Seto. In the sec-
ond row are Joshua Lawlor, Chris Fafalios, John DiNicolantonio, Mackenzie
McIntosh, Nick Moffatt, Zachary Seto and Nick Theodoropolous. Coaches are
Howard Seto and Rob Seguin. Absent when photo was taken were Dylan
Sutton, David Marsillo, Matt Stewart, Matt Johnson and coach Dean Miller.

Minor Midget squad
wins Showcase division

The Aurora Minor
Hockey Association held
its annual Showcase tour-
nament this year between
Christmas and New Year’s
with a different twist.

An exciting four on four
for younger age groups
and a three on three format
for Bantam and above cre-
ated a lot of excitement
and entertainment for the
players and families alike.

Team #906, sponsored
by Ruff 'N Ready, emerged
victorious after winning
five consecutive games.

They won the champi-
onship game 4-1 in a well
played contest against
Team #901, sponsored by
Graystone’s Restaurant.

Playing their third of
three back-to-back-to-back
games, the Ruff 'N Ready
team came out a little flat
footed and fell behind early
1-0.

However, a second-
effort goal by Chris
Fafalios seemed to give
the team confidence and
after trading close
chances, Team #906 took

the lead on a quick wrist
shot by Mackenzie
McIntosh just inside the
left post.

A penalty shot goal by
Zach Seto put the match
out of reach with less than
a minute remaining and an
empty net goal by Nick
Theodoropolous as time
expired marked the end of
the game.

J.J. White was outstand-
ing in goal for the winners,
stopping four breakaways
with the score tied to earn
game MVP honours.

Atom BB Panthers help the Lions
After a busy week on the

ice the Aurora Atom BB
Panthers spent one Friday
night off the ice volunteering
at the Lions Food drive.

The food challenge start-
ed recently with the parents
challenging the girls by

donating a food item for each
shot, goal, save and win or
tie.

The girls had a great week
so off they went to Victoria
Street with many bags of food
in hand to donate to this great
cause.

The girls, along with many
family members, were sort-
ing, packing, and taping up
the food baskets which were
all delivered to the communi-
ty in time for the holidays.

Ann Barber coordinated
the event. while parents, sib-

lings and players took the
time from an already busy
schedule to help support our
community.

This was a great team
experience so it’s expected
the team will be back again
next year.

Monday night hockey results
TEAM                                         W    L T      GF    GA   PTS
Masterclean Contracting           9      3 1 53 32 19
Highland Chev-Olds-Geo-Cad   8       4 1 46 38 17
FPL Aggregates                       7 5 1 44 47 15
Copper Creek                          6 6 1 51 46 13
Baldwin’s                                 6      6 1 63 61 13
Rec Cycle N' Sports                  5      6 2 37 44 12
Priestly Demolition                    4 8 1 44 48 9
Tom & Jerry’s 2      9       2 40 54 6

PLAYER STANDINGS

G A Pts.
John Archibald Copper Creek 1 0     14 24
Al Perkins Baldwins               1 3 9 22
Steve Kavanagh Baldwins 8     13 21
Brad McMillan Baldwins 1 0     10 20
Tom Hussey  Copper Creek 9 11 20
Mark Sedore  Priestly 1 2 7 19
Ryan Spampinato Tom & Jerry's 9 9 18
Paul Wolanski Copper Creek 8 8 16
Darren Yaremko FPL 8 8 16
John Leeder  Baldwins 7 9 16
Kevin O'Keefe Highlands 6 9 15
John Andersen Rec Sports 1 0 4 14

Phil Podstatzky Priestly 9 5 14
Rob Blakely Masterclean 8 6 14
Pat O'Mahoney Masterclean 8 6 14
Rob Carnegie Masterclean            1    13 14
Jeff Sleep Rec Sports 9 4 13
Ed Kilroy Rec Sports 6 7 13
Craig McConnell Highlands 4 9 13
Dave Caverley FPL 5 7 12
Gareth McDonald Priestly 5 7 12
Ed Jackson Baldwins 3 9 12
Ken Fisher Highlands 8 3 11
Doug Adair Rec Sports 6 5 11
Steve Robertson Masterclean 6 5 11
Ryan Bryce Masterclean 6 5 11
Raz Khamissa Tom & Jerry's 5 6 11
Glen Bince FPL 4 6 10
Scott Crabbe Highlands 6 3 9
Ken Rumble Highlands 5 4 9
Ron VanNoort FPL 5 4 9
Jody Matthews Highlands 4 5 9
Mike O'Connor Copper Creek 4 5 9
Ron Thiessen Tom & Jerry's 4 5 9
Darryl Thompson Tom & Jerry's 4 5 9
lain Boudreau Masterclean 2 7 9
Scott Harris Tom & Jerry's 4 4 8
Murray Campbell Highlands 4 4 8
Peter Briand Baldwins 2 6 8
Hugh Alcorn MasterClean 1      7 8
Don Nichols Copper Creek 4 3 7
Sam Speranini Masterclean 4 3 7
Craig Gellatly FPL 3 4 7
Steve MacDonald Tom & Jerry's 3 4 7
Bob Nunn Baldwins 3 4 7
Dave Mayberry Priestly 2 5 7
Andrew Dalton Rec Sports            1 6 7
Ken Heinrich Rec Sports 1 6 7

Orangeville Flyers
defeat Tigers 4-1

The Orangeville Flyers
pulled to within two points of
the Aurora Tigers, when they
defeated their hosts 4-1
Sunday afternoon in a regu-
larly scheduled Junior A
hockey game at the Aurora
Community Centre.

Orangeville coach
Jerome Dupont, who
coached the Tigers to its
second Royal Bank victory in
2007, was delighted with the
4-1 victory.

When Craig Evans took
over as coach of the Tigers,
he told The Auroran at the
time that he was aware of
the success his two prede-
cessors had.

Evans was assistant
coach both times when the
Tigers won Royal Bank Cups
in 2004 and 2007.

Marty Williamson was
head coach for the 2004
championship, and Dupont
took the reins for the 2007
team.

Evans took over from
Dupont after the latter
became head coach of
Gatineau of the Quebec
Major Junior Hockey
League.

Dupont watched as his
Flyers skated with the Tigers
through a scoreless first
period Sunday afternoon. 

It was his second victory
on Aurora ice. The first came
back in November when
Orangeville defeated Aurora
6-3.

Orangeville hired the new
head coach and director of
hockey operations general
manager in October last
year. 

It was different in the sec-
ond frame, however, as the

Flyers broke the game open
and took a 3-1 lead to the
dressing room.

Late in the game,
Orangeville added their
fourth of the afternoon, put-
ting the contest out of reach
for the Tigers.

Sunday’s victory moved
Orangeville to within two
points of the Tigers, but
Aurora still holds onto fifth
place in the north division of
the league.

That could change mext
week as the Tigers head
back to Newmarket
Thursday night for another
Yonge Street battle.

Currently, the Hurricanes
lead the division and the
league with 64 points, a
good distance away from
Aurora’s 34.

Newmarket has 25 victo-
ries so far this season, while
Aurora has only 12.

It doesn’t get any easier
for the Tigers as they meet
second-place Markham
Waxers in a game in
Markham Friday night.

M a r k h a m  t r a i l s
Newmarket by seven points.

Aurora is in Huntsville to
meet the fourth-place Otters
Sunday afternoon, and does
not play in front of friendly
fans until Sunday, January
23, when Orangeville
returns for a rematch.

ORANGEVILLE 4
AURORA 1

First Period

No scoring

Second Period

O - Joe Catalano
(Zuccaro) 5.33

O - Zach Pilote (Zuccaro,
Birkhoff) PP 14.26

A - Kyle McLaughlin
(Bell, Reed) 16.31

O - Kent McPherson
(Parks, Sardella) 19.33

Third Period

O - Nicholas Vassos
(Nanji, McPherson) 18.12

WEEKLY RESULTS

FPL Aggregates 4 Baldwin’s                7
Masterclean 2                   Copper Creek 5

Priestly Demolition  5 Rec Sports             3
Tom & Jerry’s           3        Highlands Chev     1



BUSINESS SERVICES�

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 79,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

AIRPORT LIMOUSINE

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: limousines@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

905-841-8949  
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S  

Top quality 
guaranteed

PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

CARPET - I have several
thousand yards of new
S t a i n m a s t e r  
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes car-
pet, pad and installation
(30 square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

HELP WANTED

� FOR SALE� FOR SALE

� NEW LOCATION

30% OFF

$5 OFF

ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

ANY SERVICE WITH
$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

$5 OFF

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄✄
Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 

905-841-6969
Hollidge and Bayview

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS to join our 
friendly team. FT/PT position required 

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings.
Drivers needed but not manditory

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

Thomas Kwok 
Real Estate Broker 

25 years experience
Flexible commission
HomeLife/Bayview

Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

905.889.2200  •  416-399.2128

�

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cabinet
grand piano, with origi-
nal stool. $800. Please
call Bob 905-713-5002.

PAMPERED CHEF  –
Great kitchen and 
enter taining tools 
half pr ice ship/ 
handling, home deliv-
ery, 416-726-0446
trish.miller@rogers.com

ART CLASSES

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

DANCE  LESSONS
Classes start January 10 and continue through March 7, 2011

8 weeks Only $95 Including HST  

4,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   
Location: Royal Canadian Legion - 105 Ind. Pkwy North

 
          

West Coast Swing  8pm - 9pm
West Coast Swing   9pm - 10pm

NO CLASS FEB. 14

SteveMillerDance.ca
416-587-4125

Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca 

�

DRAWING CLASS
All level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 905-
713-3650 www.yhart
studio.com

FOR RENT 1 bed-
room & den. Main
floor, new appliances,
covered parking,
immediate posses-
sion. $1300 per
month. Call 519-670-
4747. email at
ajay.linda@gmail.com.

CHANTELLE:  For all
my clients who know
me by the name of
Chantelle or Marie,
from Renaissance
Hair Group, I wel-
come you to KER-
RAM Hair Salon,
15094 Yonge St.
Aurora, or call 416-
797-6427, or, 905-
727-4299.

DOG OBEDIENCE
Beginner, novice &
rally. Start Sat. Jan.
8th, Vandorf Hall.
dogsports_training@
yahoo.ca 905-478-
4060.

� SWIMMING INSTRUCTION 

THEAURORAN.COM 

• Recent Community Videos

• Business Directory

Looking for something 
to do?

Check out our 
MONTH AT-A-GLANCE
EVENT CALENDAR...

100’s of events  
in and aroundAurora!

NON-COMPETITIVE
and COMPETITIVE
SWIMMING: Children to
adults. Aurora Selkies and
Masters Swim Clubs.
Register now for the
2010/11 season. www.
swimgym.ca 905-841-
3450.

For more information call 

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7,  Aurora 

Guaranteed NEW stock;  
we never install used equipment.

• Water 

   Softeners 

• Reverse 

   Osmosis 

• Iron 

   Filters 

• Point of Use 

   Coolers

Ron Butler, 416-818-5075

FREE drinking water system with the 
purchase of a water softener.  

Supplies limited. 
Call now!!

 SPECIAL OFFER!

� DOG TRAINING 

� CLEANING 

� CLEANING 

� PIANO & VOCAL 

PIANO & VOCAL class-
es. RCM exam, con-
certs & festivals. Call
Marianna 416-721-
9727

 

Feature                            
Videos

Now PlayingNow Playing

Bringing the business community to you!

COUPON Timberlane Athletic Club
go to theauroran.com,

 click Marketplace
-select Fitness

COUPON Crystal White Cleaners  go to theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Cleaning Services

2 week pass

Super Cleaning Specials - 50% Off NEW clients
$5 OFF any service with Min. $15 purchase 
$10 OFF any Servioce with Min $30 Purchase 

COUPONSPRINT OUT THE ONLINE

www.theauroran.com 

• Tigers vs Stouffville 

•  T igers  vs  Milton

•  Au rora 

• Aurora Optimist Club Book Sale

• Indoor Farmers Market & GRAN Aurora

• Remembrance Day

• 

• Hallelujah Night 

• Haunted Theatre 

• Grimm Grounds  

 

THEAURORAN.COM

Check it out... 
we have tons of events in and around 

Aurora on our 
Event Calendar

at www. theauroran.com
Come out and enjoy.  Most events are FREE!

SANTA  CLAUS  PARADE

Snow Much Happening in Aurora 

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Renovations / Additions
Residential / Commercial

For All Your Construction Needs Call

(905) 751-7796
gold.tree@sympatico.ca

14 - THE AURORAN, Week of January 4, 2011 

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN

BEST BUY!
CONDO FOR SALE

Aurora - 15390 Yonge (North of Wellington)
233,900$

Sutton Group  416-739-7200 Bea 
Cell: 647-225-2273

Quiet Building, 2 Bedrooms, Fireplace, Balcony! 
$$ Spent in Upgrades!
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agree with is what transpired
after that. I wasn't privy to the
discussions. I wasn't privy to
how we got to this point. I am
not happy the Corporation is
funding the lawsuit against the
citizens of the Town. Although I
still believe that as politicians we
need to have a certain degree
of thick skin...when we are criti-
cized, and hopefully it is con-
structive criticism."

Doing nothing when some-
one is "defamed" sends a mes-
sage to the public, he added. If
you have to "dig deep in your
pocket" to defend against
defamation, it could hinder
qualified people from seeking
public office. 

"I agree with what was on
the table at the time and the
information I had before me at
the time," he concluded. "I do
not agree with what happened
afterwards and I have struggled
with this. Just to set the record
straight, we never agreed to
sue private residents. That was
never on the table when I
agreed to the motion. All of that
obviously happened after-
wards. I agree with council's
motion at the time and I still
agree with it."

The decision to put the
brakes on Town involvement
with the suit came as a "relief"
to Aurora resident Richard
Johnson who, along with former
Councillor Bill Hogg and
Elizabeth Bishenden, was one
of three people named in the
lawsuit.

"I think Council has demon-
strated more integrity in this
meeting than we've seen in
some time," he said. "I realize
this decision is a difficult one
from the Town's perspective to
admit an error in their judge-
ment, but I am grateful that
common sense seems to be
returning to the Town Council."

For Bill Hogg, this was the
right decision all along.

"I think it reverses a decision
that should never have been
made, that a community as a

whole recognize should never
have been made, and if Ms.
Morris feels that there is any
basis whatsoever that justifies
her own money being put on it
then she is obviously welcome
to go forward on it.  I think she'll
find it will be money very poorly
spent."

The Town has been invoiced
approximately $42,000 in the
lawsuit, but nothing has been
spent yet, said Mayor Geoff
Dawe.

No decision has been made
to make any further motion in
the New Year on whether - or
the method - to recoup this, but
the bills are still being dis-
cussed.

"I think we need to take a
step back, take a deep breath,
understand what has gone on
and properly address how we
move forward," he said.
"Councillor Gallo made a very
valid point that people who go
into public office need a thick
skin but, at the same time, you
should expect there is a certain
line that cannot be crossed.

"I think, perhaps, we just
need a better definition of what
that line is and how you
address it."

Requests made to Ms.
Morris on her intentions with the
lawsuit now that public funding
has been removed were unan-
swered at press time.

The case, in which the
Canadian Civil Liberties
Association has been granted
intervener status, appears
before the courts on January
13. 
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Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 41 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape It’s time to join the Centre

Society is a common
treasury of everyday lives,
and without society, life
would become dreary and
tedious with friends absent.

In this column, the daily
benefit of the Aurora
Seniors’ Association (ASA),
successfully addressing the
issue of drawing seniors
together, receives recogni-
tion. 

More than 1,000 seniors
in Aurora find a community
of fellow seniors rich in simi-
lar backgrounds and with a
diversity of shared group
interests.

Often a few visits to the

centre or even one visit for a
new member will provide
sufficient opportunity to
locate interesting members
with whom to share conver-
sation, or identify an appeal-
ing activity. 

Retirement is something
so many of us yearn for, only
to find difficulty filling every
day of retirement in a  
meaningful way.

Age, unfortunately, car-
ries a useless stigma for a
few seniors.

They should cast the stig-
ma aside as useless bag-
gage; it will render free spir-
its to the status of laggards.

Associating with mem-
bers of the Seniors’ Centre
will soon make a mockery of
any suggestion of a stigma.

The freedom of mind and
body attracted by the lure of
generous expertise waits for
all to access opportunities.

New skills acquired with
greater knowledge
accessed, will lead in
sequence to new capabili-
ties and allow hidden talents
to surface.

Old age is not for the faint
of heart, so put the old age
imposter aside and com-
mence a career discovering
competencies lying hapless-

ly dormant in heart and
mind.

Time reveals a generous
gift of enormous proportions
when unwrapped. Nor can
great material wealth access
this gift; each significant
mind must untie the Gordian
Knot, or chop through it,
employing whatever method
works.

Bright minds willingly
abandoned to the freedom
of retirement, embark on
agreeable futures generous-
ly endowed with social
excitement, fit for the most
discriminating minds, and all
this within the confines of

the Seniors’ Centre.
Since the Centre opened

its doors in 2005, innumer-
able seniors have walked the
corridors and halls of the
centre in triumph, secure in
the familiarity of place,
belonging and abundance of
countless friends.

A welcome is extended to
all, 55 years of age or older,
to join now at the start of the
membership year.

Annual membership
costs $20 for residents of
Aurora and $25 for out of
towners.

In addition, a daily activity
fee of $1 pays for most ASA
activities each day, from
open to close.

Every member is wel-
come.

Reviewing other matters
Charles Sequeira attended
the first meeting of the new
council in December, and in
open forum, welcomed the
new mayor and councillors,
wishing them success during
their term. 

Charles also welcomed
them to visit the Seniors’
Centre, and members of
council always find a warm

welcome among seniors.
The Christmas Dance

was well attended and very
successful not only in provid-
ing entertainment to dancers
but in organizing an appeal
for toys for needy kids and
this appeal resulted in two
bins full of unwrapped toys
as gifts.

Disadvantaged children
remain a cruel and unpleas-
ant fact, even among a rich
and caring society, and the
feeling of seniors, demon-
strated by gathering gifts, is
a heartwarming act.

As these words emerge
from the computer, the grand
finale of the year has yet to
take place, which is the New
Year’s dinner dance. The
event has always been enor-
mously popular and this
year’s event will be no
exception.

Some events suit small
intimate gatherings but a
New Year’s dance celebrates
the renewal of the solar year
and the anticipated coming
of spring and summer, of
good harvests and the con-
tinuation of our kind on
earth.  

Council rejects resolution
bring the matter forward for
reconsideration.

Councillors Chris Ballard
and Wendy Gaertner were not
present at the meeting.

Once the vote was taken to
bring the matter forward, the
original motion from September
directing the Town Solicitor "to
retain external legal counsel
and to take any and all actions
to bring resolution to this mat-
ter" was put back on the table. 

Speaking again to the mat-
ter, Councillor Thompson
looked at the public's response
after the lawsuit came to light.

Opposition to the matter
clearly heard "in the court of
public opinion", he said.

"Leading up to the election,
and during, I received phone
calls and emails and talked to
the residents of Aurora and they
have told me that they were
offended by the lawsuit and

denounced the action," he said.
"The residents of Aurora do not
agree with this action and I think
that in itself is grounds to recon-
sider."

Councillors shot down the
September motion, which
effectively kills all Town involve-
ment in the case, voting against
it 1-6, with only Councillor John
Gallo voting to keep it as-is.

Before the vote was called,
however, he took a moment to
explain his reasoning.

"My take on it was, and I still
find this true, that I strongly
believe that a municipality and
government needs to protect its
staff and its council when they
are defamed and maligned and
I still agree to that," he said. "I
supported the motion that was
on the table, which was for staff
to take care of this basically. I
agreed with it then and I still
agree with it. 

"What I don't necessarily

From page 1

Former police chief
is honoured by group

Retired York Regional Police
Chief Armand La Barge will be
honoured by the Community
Living Newmarket/Aurora
District at its ninth annual
Community Tribute Dinner
Wednesday, March 23.

The event will be held at The
Manor, Carrying Place Golf &
Country Club, 16750 Weston
Road in Kettleby.

"Armand La Barge is a tire-
less volunteer who has made,
and continues to make, valuable
contributions to a  number of
organizations, beyond ours,"
said John Dowson, Chair of the
2011 Tribute Dinner Committee.
"His exemplary efforts serve as a
challenge to each of us to devote
more energy to seeking a com-
mon good and to answering the
call of serving others.  The award
that we are presenting to him on
March 23rd celebrates his com-
passion, outstanding commit-
ment and contributions to our
community." 

Mr. La Barge has been a
long-time community volunteer
and has offered his services to a
wide range of charitable and
community causes.

He has served on behalf of
the following organizations: as
Director of Community Services
for the Vaughan Rotary Club; as
an advisor with the Canadian
International Peace Project; as a

member of the Board of the
Canadian Community Living
Foundation; as Chair of St. John
Ambulance - York Region
Branch, Special Olympics
Ontario, Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation York
Region Ride and Adopt-a-
Mission Jamaica Committee;
and as a member of Big
Brothers Big Sisters Bowl for
Kids' Sake.

In addition, he participates in
the annual Law Enforcement
Torch Run, which raises funds
for the Special Olympics; is
involved with the Herbert
Carnegie Future Aces Hockey
Foundation; and is an honourary
member of the Advisory Board
of Directors of Humanity First.

He is also active in countless
other community initiatives that
raise funds for such causes as
the fight against HIV/AIDS and
cancer.  

The Community Tribute
Dinner is the major fundraising
event of the year for Community
Living and all proceeds will go to
support people who have an
intellectual disability.

Tickets are $125 each
($1,000 for a table of eight) and
can be purchased online
through the Community Living
website at www.clnad.com or by
calling 905-898-3000, extension
258. 

Monday, December 20 -
North-South: Frank Lablans
and Dennis McFadden; Irene
Kubica and Dorothy Young;
Frank Henriques and Irene
Dorian. East-West: Melody
Irving and Jeannine Mackie;
Rosemary Nichols and Jean
Bongard; Suzanne Nunn and
Shirley Laurin.

Bridge results
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NEW Heritage Programs for Children with Katherine Belrose

January 15 – March 5, 2011
*Please REGISTER IN ADVANCE – Registration is now open

In person at the Centre  * By phone 905 713 1818   * By email info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

Museum Arts for Kids 1  --  Act, Create, Play & Discover the Colourful History of Aurora
Ages 5 – 7, Saturdays 10:00 – 11:30 AM, 8 weeks (12 hours) $120

Museum Arts for Kids 2  --  Decipher, Conserve & Re-enact History
Ages 8 – 12, Saturdays 12:30 – 2:30 PM, 8 weeks (16 hours) $160

Arresting Images - Mug Shots from the OPP Museum, April 2 - May 20, 2011

A series of evening chats 
by local historian 
Jacqueline Stuart  

                                          

Heritage at the Centre!
“Our Aurora Heritage:  Taking a Closer Look”

Complimentary 
admission & refreshments

No registration required.

Wednesday, January 19, 2011 - 7 PM
Looking Through the Layers: Clues to Aurora’s Past in Our Present Surroundings. 

From changes in topography, to then-and-now photos of buildings and tracing the history  
of your own home, discover the history all around us.

Wednesday, February 16, 2011 - 7 PM 
A Virtual Mystery Tour of Aurora      

Can you identify these easily-passed-by spots? Where was this photo taken?
How well do you know your town? 

Wednesday, March 23, 2011  7 PM 
Tomorrow’s Heritage

A survey of Regency Acres and other mid-century subdivisions and interesting 
new buildings of the late 20th and early 21st centuries – 

remembering that what we view as ‘heritage’ today, was once new.

The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, Aurora, ON L4G 1G4
905 713 1818    info@auroraculturalcentre.ca    

Watch for the upcoming Aurora Historical Society Exibition!

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

PARK PLACE MANOR 
HAIR SALON 
15055 Yonge St. 

For information, call Bess 416-562-6305

Perm $70 • Colour $55 • Hi Lite $70 
Price includes Cut, Style & HST. 

Gift Certificates Available 
$10 off first visit 

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Auroran reviews 2010
In late February, construc-

tion was completed on the
860-space GO parking
garage, east of the train sta-
tion.

Later in the summer, con-
troversy arose when prelimi-
nary discussions about the
future of the GO site suggest-
ed eliminating the parking on
the west side of the tracks.

* * * *
In early March the town's

Master Parks and Recreation
Plan was approved after sev-
eral months of discussion.

* * * *
Aurora was awarded 

with the prestigious
Lieutenant Governor's
Ontario Heritage Award for
Community Leadership in
Heritage Conservation and
Promotion.

In part this was due to the
work in establishing the
Church Street Cultural
Centre, which officially
opened in early April.

* * * *
In mid-March the Aurora

Food Pantry moved to a
much larger and more handi-
capped accessible location
on Industrial Parkway, the

previous home of Aurora
Cable Internet.

* * * *
On Easter weekend a

local resident was attacked
by a neighbour's dog, which
was eventually put down.

In November, a 12-year-
old boy was attacked by a dif-
ferent dog in Aurora.

* * * *
In late April, Wells Street

School lost its final hearing,
when an administrative
review agreed that the York
Region School Board acted
properly in its decision to
close the school.   

Adding insult to injury,
later in the year the Board
declared that the school had
suffered significant structural
damage from the summer
earthquake, resulting in the
school being fenced off.

* * * *
The town would have to

wait at least another four
years for the town to be split
up into wards, when council
turned down a proposal to
add the question to the ballot
in the October 25 election.

* * * *
Discussions on the devel-

opment of 2C lands in the
northeast part of town

icant margin, and five new
councillors being elected.
Voter turnout was 38.5 per
cent, up slightly from the last
election.  

* * * *
Mayor-elect Dawe pledged

to act quickly on his promises
of reviewing the position of
Integrity Commissioner, can-
celling town financial support
of Morris' lawsuit, and review-
ing council's Code of Ethics.

* * * *
The election stretched out

a little longer than usual when
a recount was requested by
Stephen Granger, who had
finished just out of the running
for the final councillor's seat by
21 votes.

The recount, undertaken
after much discussion by
council, showed an even
greater gap between Mr.
Granger and the eighth place
finisher.

* * * *
Despite continued discus-

sions throughout the year on
the potential use or demolition
of the historic Petch log
house, its fate had yet to be
resolved.

* * * *
As the year closed, it was

announced that Eric Joliffe
would replace Armand La
Barge as Chief of York
Regional Police.

* * * *
Those are some of the

highlights of what happened in
Aurora in 2010.

With a number of master
plans to be implemented and
a new council eager to make
its mark, 2011 should prove to
be just as interesting.

sparked a great deal of inter-
est not only from Aurorans,
but from Newmarket resi-
dents bordering the area.

* * * *
In the continued efforts to

eliminate the sounding of
train whistles in town, council
approved the construction of
pedestrian gates at the level
crossings at Engelhard Drive,
Centre Street, Wellington
Street East and Center
Street, and at a pedestrian
crossing at Cousins Drive.

While train operators
would have the option of
sounding their whistles within
Aurora, they would not be
required to do so under nor-
mal operating conditions.

* * * *
In late June Magna

announced that it would once
again sponsor Hoedown,
after a one-year absence due
to the poor economy.

The 22nd version of this
event held in September
raised more than $500,000
for local charities, sports
clubs and community organi-
zations. 

* * * *
The town reported an

operating surplus of more
than one million dollars for
2009.

The much-needed funding
was reallocated into various
reserve accounts.

* * * *
The town saw a number of

successful events throughout
the summer including the
Street Festival, Canada Day
parade and festivities,
Concerts in the Park, Movies
in the Park, Doors Open
Aurora and Ribfest.

* * * *
In August Councillor

Evelyn Buck was reprimand-
ed by council for posts written
on her blog regarding the
approval process for the
town's Master Recreation
Plan.

* * * *
In September, the town

and 46 of its workers reached
an agreement on a new
labour contract, which includ-
ed at 2.5 per cent wage hike
over three years.

* * * *
At one of their last meet-

ings before the election,
council adopted the town's
new Official Plan and
Promenade Plan, leaving it to
the next council to implement
these initiatives.

* * * *
As Fall began, there was a

great deal of interest in the
upcoming municipal election,
with many people attending
debates and other informa-
tion sessions.

Unfortunately, the looming
election also saw an increase
in the vandalism of election
signs.

* * * *
In mid-October, just a

week before the election, it
was announced that taxpay-
ers would pick up the legal
tab for the lawsuit brought
forth by Mayor Phyllis Morris
against three bloggers
accused of defamation.

It was felt that this played a
part in the eventual outcome
of the election, as the results
showed that Aurorans want-
ed change, with Geoff Dawe
being voted mayor by a signif-

From page 1

Youth councillors have
a better understanding
for municipal politics

A four month stint as
Aurora's inaugural youth
councillors in the final months
of the 2006-2010 Council
term left local high school stu-
dents Chelsea Campbell and
Adrian Bulfon with a better
understanding and greater
appreciation for municipal pol-
itics, they told their elected
colleagues at their final meet-
ing this summer. 

Having commenced in
February, the "terms" of Ms.
Campbell and Mr. Bulfon con-
cluded at the June 23 council
meeting, but they returned to
the chamber in July to present
their findings and experiences
to council and the public at
large. 

"We would like to take the
opportunity to thank you for
giving us the ability to partici-
pate in this program," said Mr.
Bulfon. "We understand that
the idea was an experiment in
engaging youth like ourselves
in local government process-
es and to provide the opportu-
nity to make some recom-
mendations should an idea
come forward."

Looking back on their first
council meeting, Ms.
Campbell said their initial
experience was "confusing."

"While we had the agenda
in advance, there was no way
to prepare in advance for the
meeting following the
motions, debates and
approvals," she said. "Today,
some 10 council meetings
later, it is no longer a blur.

"In fact, it is completely
understandable not only why
it takes time for a law to be
passed, but that sometimes it
is beneficial to the community
that we have such a lengthy
process before passing those
laws."

Councillors Bulfon and

Campbell had some parting
recommendations that could
benefit their successors
should the project continue
into the next council.

"We understand that it is
neither possible nor appropri-
ate for us to participate in the
debate of the items [on the
Council agenda], however, on
some issues, if councillors are
interested in the opinion of
youth, perhaps they should
ask questions during the
meeting," said Ms. Campbell.

"Barring that, perhaps dur-
ing either new business or
open forum, youth councillors
should be given the opportu-
nity to submit comments or
make announcements that
are relevant to the topics and
in the interests of the public."

Mr. Bulfon suggested that
in addition to this, councillors
might take turns in offering
mentorship to youth council-
lors "providing linkage to us
and an actual elected repre-
sentative”.

Other suggestions includ-
ed the mayor and councillors
visiting Aurora high schools to
engage youth on the issues,
as well as issuing quarterly
council highlights specifically
for youth that could be distrib-
uted through the school sys-
tem.

"We are unanimous in our
opinion that it was a great
experience and a great idea,"
said Mr. Bulfon. "Canada and
Aurora is in need of a new
generation of leaders with
fresh perspectives. This is just
one step, an important one, to
engage the youth population."

The Youth Councillor pro-
gram is likely to be revived
with the new council, with a
number of councillors indicat-
ing their support of the initia-
tive on the campaign trail.
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