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A reprimand was formally handed
down to Councillor Evelyn Buck by
Council last Tuesday who voted 5-1 to
accept Integrity Commissioner David
Tsubouchi's recommendation. 

In his report, Mr. Tsubouchi evaluat-
ed a complaint made by Councillor
Evelina MacEachern against
Councillor Buck on April 15 which
alleged Councillor Buck did not "accu-
rately and adequately communicate
the attitudes and decisions of Council"
with respect to the approval process for
the Town's Master Recreation Plan. 

The complaint alleged that
Councillor Buck breached this with var-
ious posts written on her blog, alleging
that the working group for the Master
Recreation plan allowed for "secrecy",
among other issues. 

As The Auroran reported last
month, however, Mr. Tsubouchi found

that Councillor Buck "had access to the
process at several times for each stage
of the recommendations of the Leisure
Services Advisory Committee" and that
councillors had the opportunity to ask
for more information at general commit-
tee and council.

"I conclude that Councillor Evelyn
Buck violated the Code of Conduct in
that the Councillor...did not 'accurately
and adequately communicate the atti-
tudes and decisions of Council,' did not
'show respect for the decision making
process of Council' and did not convey
accurately the procedures of this
Council," said Mr. Tsubouchi in his
report.

"I recommend that a reprimand be
issued against Councillor Evelyn
Buck."

At last week's meeting, Councillors
Alison Collins-Mrakas and Bob

McRoberts excused themselves from
the table before the vote was taken,
while Councillor MacEachern
abstained, resulting in a single negative
vote.

Councillor Buck was not present for
the vote.

Discussions last week began much
in the same way as it was last month,
with Councillors Collins-Mrakas and
McRoberts stating their opposition to
hearing this matter in public before hav-
ing a chance to review it in closed ses-
sion.

Councillor Buck, however, took a 
different approach.

"I will not concur with the comments
of Councillor McRoberts and Councillor
Collins-Mrakas on the basis that I have
never supported the code of conduct, 
I never agreed to accept the code of
conduct, or the appointment of the
integrity commissioner," she said. "I do
not recognize the authority of any other
person than the voters who put me at
this table. I do not submit to the 
judgement of any other party than the
people who placed me in this Council. I
have never supported the appointment
of the integrity commissioner and do
not acknowledge any decision of an
integrity commissioner."

Councillor is “reprimanded”
for approval process breach

Please see page 16

Robin Hardman, who owns the Andrew Morrison House, 50
Wellington Street East, greeted hundreds of visitors Saturday
morning as Aurora held its fifth annual Doors Open event.
More photographs on Page 15.     Auroran photo by David Falconer

Councillor unhurt in fall 
After Councillor Evelyn Buck had

left the room, there was a noise that
came from outside the council cham-
ber.

Both Mayor Phyllis Morris and
Councillor Al Wilson asked Rogers to
stop taping the meeting, which they did.

While council was in recess, it was

learned that Councillor Buck had fallen
in the foyer as she prepared to leave.

Councillor Buck's daughter, along
with several staff members and coun-
cillors came to her aid. 

Councillor Buck was not hurt in the
stumble and the meeting soon
resumed.

Town, CUPE to meet again
The Town of Aurora and the

union representing 46 of the
Town's outside workers will meet
again in September to try and final-
ize a new labour contract, even
though the union could be in a
strike position by the middle of the
month. 

CUPE 905 requested a "No
Board Report" from the conciliator
after last Tuesday's bargaining ses-
sion went well into the evening.

This could put the union in a
legal strike position by mid-
September, according to Jason
Ballantyne, Manager of Corporate
Communications for the Town of
Aurora. 

Both parties are expected to be
back at the table September 16.

"All of our meetings to date
have been highly productive, and
we have resolved and settled virtu-
ally all issues," said Neil Garbe,
CAO for the Town of Aurora, in a
statement. 

"The main issue remaining is
determining a cost of living wage
increase that is fair but also reflects
our ability to pay for it and recog-
nizes the tough economic context
many of our residents find them-
selves in."  

While Lorne Trevors, Chief
Negotiator for the majority of
CUPE Local 905 units, agreed the
majority of the issues are settled,
he maintains Aurora's outside
workers are "one of the poorest
paid [in the Region] for many jobs.

"Not all, but many of them are
underpaid in comparison to their
counterparts in all the other munic-
ipalities of York," he said. "The big
issue is a general wage increase
and parity, or at least a wage
increase that will bring us to an
average range, instead of leaving
us at the low end.

With the "No Board Report"
requested, the next step for CUPE
will be to set up strike committees,
said Mr. Trevors.

"We'll be doing a sort of strike
aversion campaign," he said. "We'll
be working with our committees
and memberships to potentially do
some sorts of information pickets,
for example.

Please see page 14

Decison September 2

A final decision on the destruction of the dog identified in the

Easter weekend attack on Aurora resident Shelley Rose and her

dog Kola is expected September 2nd.

The date was set during a hearing in Newmarket Monday which

involved testimony from Ms Rose, Debbie and Laurissa Wiipala,

wife and daughter of defendent Dennis, and OSPCA Agent Paul

Lincoln.

The justice decided to reserve her decision in light of the severi-

ty of the destruction notice and to "ponder" all evidence and options.



2 - THE AURORAN, Week of August 24, 2010   

COMING EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25

Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society presents Everything you
wanted to know about Growing Bulbs by Jeff Mason of Mason House
Gardens at 8 p.m. at the Aurora Legion,105 Industrial Parkway North.
Visitors are welcome, only $2. For further information call Ray at 905-
727-6168.

* * * *
Town of Aurora presents Mamma Mia on the screen at the Aurora

Town Park. Show begins at dusk, and lawn chairs or blankets are
advised.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26
Town of Aurora presents Furry Vengeance on the screen at the

Norm Weller Park. Show begins at dusk, and lawn chairs or blankets are
advised.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28
Seniors’ Day at the Aurora Farmers’ Market happens from 8 a.m. to

1 p.m. Entertainment by the Silver Stars Drama Group takes place
between 10.30 a.m. and noon. Lawn chairs are recommended.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
Donna McMaster of the Lake Simcoe South Master Gardeners will

be at Aurora Public Library to share tips and information on growing and
caring for clematis. Event is free at 7 p.m. in the Lebovic Room. Pre-reg-
ister at the Adult Information Desk or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

* * * *
Amnesty International meets at the Trinity Anglican Church, 79

Victoria Street, begiunning at 7.30 p.m. New members are welcome. for
more information, call 905-713-6713.

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents “Distinctly Canadian:

Celebrating the Fine Art of Members of the Ontario Society of Artists
and the Royal Canadian Academy”. This group exhibition features paint-
ings and contemporary sculpture from 10 artists, including Aurora-
based Lillian Michiko Blakey. Launch reception is at 7 p.m. and every-
one is welcome. Show continues through until October 30th; free admis-
sion. For more information and gallery hours, call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
The Aurora Seniors Opera Club presents “Madama Butterfly” on the

screen in the lounge of the seniors’ centre. This showing is not to be
confused with Madame Butterfly. The event will feature Aurora’s own
Opera Singer Sarah Kyle singing a small repetoir of opera hits. The $5
admission charge includes refreshments. For further information, call
Jyette Gillies at 905-868-9070.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
Aurora Chamber of Commerce holds is a networking breakfast with

optional golf at Westview Golf Club, 1563 Vandorf Road. If you are a
golfer stay and play an informal nine holes of golf with tee time at 9
a.m.. Cost for breakfast is $20 members, and $25 for guests. Golf with
cart is $25 members and $30 for guests.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Annual flower show will be held at the Aurora Public Library, 15145

Yonge Street, from noon to 4 p.m. Call Ray for more info 905-727-6168.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

The first Dog and Mutt Show will be held in the Arboretum grounds
directly behind the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 5 Municipal Drive, from 1
p.m. to 4 p.m. rain or shine.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Wesley United Church’s annual ham dinner will have two seatings

today: 5 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. The church is at the corner of Woodbine and
Aurora Road. For tickets call Sherry at 905-853-4915.

* * * *
The Annual general meeting and members’ September social for the

Aurora Chamber of Commerce will be held at the Wellington Gallery, 32
Wellington St. West, from 5.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.  This event is for mem-
bers only and pre-registration is mandatory. There will also be a brief
presentation of the Chamber financial statements for the year-end June
30, 2010.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
On behalf of the Aurora Heritage Advisory Committee, The Town of

Aurora presents the “Energy Efficient Old Home” workshop at the
Aurora Seniors Centre beginning at 10 a.m. and continuing until 3 p.m..
The workshop will focus on energy efficiency issues in relation to his-
toric houses since every year character defining elements are removed
from historic houses in the name of energy efficiency. Guest for the
event is Christopher Cooper, Editor-in-Chief of Edifice Old Home
Magazine. Prices are $45 per person or $70 per family (2 individuals
residing at the same address).Lunch is included in the price. For further
information, call Mai Al Nabhan at 905-727-3123 ext. 4351. For registra-
tion and to purchase tickets, contact Karen Pyziak at 905-727-3123 ext.
4340. Due to space limitations, tickets must be purchased by Friday,
September 20.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
The Aurora Public Library presents Terry Kelly of Ontario Early

Years for a free presentation for parents/caregivers of children 2-7
years. Along with literacy, numeracy, and social skills, young children
need self-regulation skills for success in school. These include being
able to settle oneself for sleep, delay gratification, pay attention to a
task, develop a good working memory, think outside the box, and to wait
for one's turn. Event is free at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room. Pre-register
at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493 option 4. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7
Aurora Chamber of Commerce annual 2010 Business Achievement 

Please see page 19
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CLEANING 
DISINFECTING SYSTEM

NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING DAILY

        NEW AND USED SKATE SALE    

EXPERT SKATE SHARPENING WHILE YOU WAIT

15483 Yonge Street, Aurora 
North of Wellington, east side of Yonge. 905-841-5757

ACC1 - 905-841-9060 ARC 905-713-0011 

Main Location 

Pro Shops 

Why go anywhere else!Why go anywhere else!

on the premises

Moving people through our 
downtown is key issue as
promenade study continues

Getting people around and
through Aurora - whether on
foot or on wheels - and provid-
ing focal points for citizens
were among the key issues on
the table recently when draft
plans for the Aurora
Promenade Study came
before council for further dis-
cussion.

In a presentation to council-
lors at the special council meet-
ing to discuss the plan,
Planning Partnership leaders
Ron Palmer and Harold Madi
outlined their recommenda-
tions of how to revitalize the
area, with particular attention to
making the Downtown Core

pedestrian friendly. 
"Part of the importance of

beginning to encourage people
to walk more in this area is to
make it as convenient as possi-
ble and as direct as possible to
get from Point A to Point B,"
said Mr. Madi. 

"A key objective for The
Aurora Promenade is its even-
tual transformation from an
automobile-oriented and
dependent suburban format
environment to a vibrant
pedestrian-oriented one," plan-
ners noted in their draft report. 

"This objective is not only a
function of good and sustain-
able planning, it is also a
necessity given the constraints
to road capacity and in keeping
with the planned Yonge Street
rapid transit plans."

The draft plan calls for the
provision of several new street
linkages for pedestrians and
cyclists "which would extend
and complete the existing
street grid", and provide
greater and more efficient con-
nections between roads.

"Although measures can be
introduced to limit through-traf-
fic into neighbourhoods where
streets are extended or con-
nected, pedestrian and cycling
movements should continue
freely."

These linkages, however,
often run through private 
property, Mr. Madi said, 
after Councillor Evelina
MacEachern asked about poli-
cies which would allow the
Town to acquire linkage areas. 

"Often we've identified link-
ages like this and most often
they run through private prop-
erty," he said. "You would
request that there be publically
accessible space though that
property."

Mr. Palmer, however, added
there are no existing policies
that deal with public acquisi-
tion. 

"I think the first approach is
that if redevelopment occurs,
you would try to achieve them
through renegotiation and they
don't necessarily need to be
public as long as there is an
agreement that they remain
open and accessible to the
public at all times.

"We should consider a poli-
cy that deals specifically with
these potential mid-block
pedestrian connections

through re-development or not
through re-development
because some of them go
through stable neighbour-
hoods."

To this point, Councillor
Wendy Gaertner questioned
what the incentive would be for
landowners to allow public
access through their property
and if allowances could be
made in exchange for some-
thing else.

"The existing owner might
be willing to discuss with the
Town on how to formalize that
public access," said Mr.
Palmer. If it is a typical residen-
tial lot, you're not getting public
access unless there is a
change. "Typically [an
exchange] may be a cheque,
or it may be something else. If
there is no re-development pro-
posed it is an issue of negotia-
tion."

Accommodating the fore-
casted expansion of the York
Region Transit system is 
also a key component of 
the Promenade's "circulation"
plans.

"The Aurora promenade
has an extraordinary level of
existing and future access to
higher order transit - a GO
Station and future planned
rapid transit line along Yonge
Street," the plan continues. 

According to Mr. Madi, this
plan includes "transit rapid
ways" along Yonge Street in the
southern end of the
Promenade area. 

"With respect to the future
VIVA dedicated transit way that
the Region is proposing for the
entire stretch of Yonge Street
over time from Steeles up to
Davis Drive, they're working on
finalizing the design for that
dedicated laneway," said
Marco Ramunno, Aurora's
Director of Planning.

"With respect to Aurora's
portion within the majority of
the Promenade area, you won't
have a dedicated area
because there isn't enough
space. The VIVA transit service
will be in mixed traffic for the
most part of the historic core."

Transit will also provide a
focus for one of several "hubs"
in the community, which Mr.
Madi described as a "gathering
place". 

One of the primary hubs will
be near St. Andrew's Shopping

Centre, which will correspond
with the planned location of a
new VIVA transit station.
Another would be the Memorial
Peace Park, home to Aurora's
Cenotaph. 

"[The Park] is one of these
incredible open squares that
sits essentially in a sea of park-
ing, shopping plazas and indus-
trial areas, but certainly it is
evocative of plenty of the nicest
squares I've seen in Europe
and North America that are
often the best real estate in
Town living next to those
places," said Mr. Madi.

Mayor Morris was keen to
stress, however, that there are
no plans to alter the Cenotaph
or the park, which she called a
"sacred area", in any way.

Mr. Madi concurred, explain-
ing the Planning Partnership's
proposal is to "frame the space
with the quality of urban envi-
ronment it deserves" when
redevelopment allows.

"Right now that is not the
case," he continued. "We want
to make sure that space is cele-
brated far more and appreciat-
ed in a far better way than it cur-
rently is."

The Promenade Plan is
expected to appear at another
council meeting in September.

Plaza nearing
“end of shelf life”,
planner believes

St. Andrew's Plaza is reach-
ing "the end of its shelf life",
according to Harold Madi of The
Planning Partnership, during a
discussion earlier this month of
the Aurora Promenade Study. 

"It may be considered under-
utilized in the future given that
you're getting higher order transit
here in the future," he said.

Mayor Phyllis Morris empha-
sised that "no one is suggesting
[the plaza] be removed", but that
this was in clear reference to it
being one of the focus areas
within the Promenade Plan.

"The plan tries to anticipate
that if and when [redevelopment
at the site occurs], it's not that it
requires it to happen, but if and
when changes do occur in the
area," Mr. Madi continued. 

"If [owners] consider redevel-
oping that site, we've provided
guidelines on how that might
happen. In the future, if it is going
to be redeveloped, it would be
better that the public space not
be internalized, but rather be a
very publically accessible and
visible space."

The Draft Promenade Plan
calls for only low-rise residential
areas along the western extent of
what it describes as the "St.
Andrew's Gateway Focus Area."

"The greatest intensity of
uses should be directed to the
intersection of Yonge Street and
Orchard Heights Boulevard," the
plan notes. "A potential plaza
may be considered near the
Yonge Street and Orchard
Heights Boulevard intersection
and future transit station."
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Letters to the Editor

Just who is writing
all this blog stuff

using “anonymous”?
I must admit, I spend a lot of time reading 

computer blogs, but have never participated in them.
I read the Aurora citizens’ forum, the Town website,

Temporary Sanity written by Christopher Watts, and
even Evelyn Buck’s blog.

Some have suggested this column is a form of blog,
but at least you know who’s behind it.

On the citizens’ forum, there are many comments
from people who won’t admit who they are, and use
the word “anonymous” to everything.

Some, like Evelyn, Nigel Kean, and Guy Poppe,
sign their names to everything they write, so you know
who the author is.

Some of the comments about the way things are
going in Aurora border on libel and I have a pretty
good idea lately of what libel is.

Someone once suggested to me that if a person
wouldn’t tell me who he/she was on the telephone, 
I should just hang up.

I tried that but the person kept calling back and it
wasn’t until I swore at him that he never called again.

Back to the blogs.
There are comments there that I’m not sure I could

handle, regardless of whether it was an “anonymous”
writer or not.

Which means - relax, Patricia - I’m not running for
mayor or council of Aurora, even though many think 
I should.

It’s the old phrase “if you can’t stand the heat, get
out of the kitchen” that keeps going through my mind.

When I was elected to council, years ago, 
colleagues were amazed that I didn’t do any door
knocking.

“if just one person told me I was a jerk or something
like that, I would have quit right there,” I’d respond.

If people - anonymous or not - were as cruel to me
as they appear to be to the existing mayor, I’d be
forced to resign.

Which does not mean I’m endorsing the current
mayor. If there is a move afoot to replace her, three
people running against her won’t do it.

They - the three contenders - need to meet in 
private somewhere, decide who has enough strength
to win the race, then the other two should run for 
council.

Speaking of which, how come there are so few
already running?

By now, I expected the number would be close to 20
with more on the way.

With the September 10 deadline, maybe the incum-
bents should hurry?

One is already in - Wendy Gaertner - while Evelyn
has said she will run, but hasn’t registered yet.

Bob McRoberts, the current deputy-mayor, has, in a
letter to the editor this week, decided not to seek re-
election and we suspect the same may be true of
Alison Collins-Mrakas.

Perhaps it’s because the term - four years - is too
long. Well, I think it is, anyhow.

It’s just like a full-time job and the money - espe-
cially for councillor - really sucks.

Since it was the Liberals who inflicted the four-year
term on municipalit ies, perhaps the Progressive
Conservatives might use it as an argument to get back
into power next year.

They could say they would return the election time
to three years, where it was.

Good grief, I can remember when there was an
election every year.

Not so great for the voter, but it was manna from
heaven for the newspapers.

* * * *
Apologies, by the way, to Councillor Evelina

MacEachern, whose last name we misspelled in The
Auroran last week.

You’d think with a polit ician who lives two 
doors away from me I’d know how to spell the name
correctly.

This is a relatively easy one. What’s the name of the street and which way are you looking? Call The
Auroran after noon this Friday (August 27) with the correct answer and win lunch for two at the Aurora
Legion. Lunch is served there Tuesday to Friday, between 11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. Last week, the answer
we were looking for was Collis Leather, and first person with the correct answer was Aurora’s JoAnne
Harrison. She won the lunch at the Legion. This week’s photo was on the back side of a postcard that
was found on e-bay by Auroran sleuth Bob Cooke. Date the postcard was mailed was June 24, 1914, but
the message is unreadable.

McRoberts won’t seek re-election
To the editor,

After much deliberation
over the past nine months,
I have decided not to run
for council for the upcom-
ing term.

When I retired from
teaching a year ago, my
plan was to continue.

In each facet of my life,
whether it is work or play, I
find it helpful to enjoy what
I do.

I am not enjoying the
position of councillor
enough at this time.  

As I write this notice, I
recall about 25 or 30 years
ago, just prior to elections,
reading the local newspa-
per about various people
who were not running for
office.

At that time, I wondered
why someone not doing
something should be
newsworthy.

I considered then, also
making a submission to

the papers that I too am
not running - just for fun.
Now, I'm doing it for real.

From the beginning, my
hope has been one of giv-
ing back, through time and
energy, to the community
in which I've grown up.

I appreciate the over-
whelming number of votes
cast for me four years ago
that has allowed me to
serve as Aurora's Deputy
Mayor.

It's been a tremendous
learning experience and I
have no regrets.

I've learned much about
how municipal government
works, along with how
people, beyond the world
of education, interact
about issues.

Some of the work I've
enjoyed; some of my expe-
riences I've not enjoyed.

As one voter on a coun-
cil of nine, I do not always
agree with the majority.

I think that is healthy.

I've also learned that
the wheels of democracy
sometimes turn very slow-
ly.  

I hope all eligible voters
will do so in the upcoming
municipal election.

It is at the municipal
level that people's lives
tend to be more closely
affected on a daily basis.

I would also encourage
the voters to know as
much as possible about
the candidates, so that
they make a wise decision.

I appreciate the support
that many residents have
expressed to me during
this term.

I have tried to make the

best decisions for Aurora
and its citizens based on
the information I've had at
the time.

I do hope that I have
helped to make some pos-
itive changes.

For now, there are some
issues in my personal life
that could use a bit more
of my attention.

I may reconsider this
decision in four years’
time. 

It has been a pleasure
to serve the people of my
hometown. 

Bob McRoberts
Deputy Mayor 
Town of Aurora

Will be positive
when he finds
positive issues
To the editor,

In response to a letter by
Corinna McConnell on
June 8, it is nice to know
Corinna reads The
Auroran.

There is no one, as you
say, that I was disparaging
in public that did not
deserve comment and most
of all by their own making.

I have no axe to grind
and there is no hidden
motive.

My notes are about spe-
cific subjects.

You suggest more posi-
tive notes.

That would be very diffi-
cult to do with the actions of
the current council, about
to spend $400,000 on the
Petch House and $700,000
on a trail link.

They have already spent
$500,000 on the Cultural
Centre.

Maybe you can give me
some, as you say, “positive”
subjects to comment on.

R.W. Hanes
Aurora



Committee accomplishments 

Front Porch
Perspective

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston
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By Stephen Somerville 

"Slow down, you move too fast.
You got to make the morning last"
The car sat positioned at the side of the building which

gave view to those who exited from their shopping.
A group of young people walked in front of the gentle-

man's vehicle and the occupant of the car smiled and waved
to them.

The children smiled back and returned the greeting,
This was not a stranger at all. Not a stranger to the com-

munity.
The car decorated with emblems and messages was

clearly there to protect.
At this moment he was also there to observe.
I approached the vehicle and engaged the officer in dis-

cussion about the town we enjoy. I mentioned I have noted
many accidents along the stretch of Yonge Street between
Edward and Wellington.

There appeared to be many through the most recent
spring and summer.

Quite a few were severe with heavy damage to both auto-
mobiles and the attendance of Fire and Ambulance servic-
es.

Why the increase? I asked the officer for his opinion.
He spoke of the matter and said it was not the number

that bothered him as many could have been avoided. Not
paying attention, speed, and not obeying traffic lights, were
factors.

He added that they were being kept away from investigat-

ing very serious matters due to poor driving habits and lack
of skill.

I had to agree with the officer.
In these economic times and money spent on other

things there may not be funding for more officers.
One thing I know is we do have a right to be safe.
In this case a lot of the safety lies within our personal

responsibility as citizens.
In the area in which I live there is a distance of approxi-

mately four residential lots between Yonge and Temperance.
Vehicles turn off Yonge and take the route along

Temperance at an unsafe speed.
This is fully a residential area.
It seems that everyone is in a rush to get home.
They are obviously not planning on getting home safe.
It will be only a matter of time before accidents begin hap-

pening on side streets.
Oh.....they already have as a couple of pedestrians have

been struck on the very corner near where we live.
Speed humps and cheese chasing mazes are not the

answer. Personal responsibility is.
We must all agree to slow down, take a breath and poten-

tially, save a life.
On the other hand we need to begin reducing the the

speed and traffic on Yonge in this area.
If you are in the area mentioned you are there because

you have business to do, shopping, or you live there.
The rest will travel on the Yonge Street by-pass.

I wish for our officers to help keep us safe. Especially the
vulnerable.

I desire our officers to be available in times of serious
concern.

I do not want our valued men and women who serve our
streets to be bogged down by speed and lack of respect for
safety.

We may not be able to afford more officers but we can
afford to be more conscious of OUR action at the wheel.

I suggest we all make a PACT to investigate alternative
access for traffic in and near our downtown core.

It is all about police and community working together.
We have a social responsibility to assist our officers. They

cannot be everywhere. We can be aware.
In the end we will pay.
We may have to pay for more Officers from taxes or we

may pay with a life.
The railway overpass entering our Town from the south

may not be the 59th Street Bridge as in the song at the lead
of this column.

It should read "Welcome to Beautiful Downtown Aurora"
The unwritten words...
Get home safely to your family or enjoy your shopping

experience.
That would serve our community and protect ourselves.

David Heard can be reached at:
astepintimeaurora@yahoo.com

Heard About Town
“Easy does it”

By David Heard

When one thinks of political Committees - if at all - a couple of
visions come to mind.

For those old enough, you may remember the Senate
Watergate Committee Hearings during the Watergate scandal, and
the famous question posed to participants by co-chief counsel Sam
Dash, "What did the President know, and when did he know it?"

In Canada, and of more recent vintage, we think of the Mulroney
hearings and all the grandstanding by the various MPs and wit-
nesses.

For those like me who enjoy watching some of the federal par-
liamentary hearings on CPAC (yes, I don't get out much) you can
learn quite a lot about a particular issue.

During the daily Question Period, the Opposition parties usual-
ly don't spend the entire 45 minutes on one topic, so viewers don't
gain much insight. 

But if you watch the televised parliamentary Committee pro-
ceedings, the Minister is asked a number of pointed questions and
a more fulsome debate takes place with other committee members.

Closer to home, and without any fanfare whatsoever, the work
of the various Aurora Council boards and committees quietly goes
on.

While not dealing with high visibility issues, they do deal with
many aspects that influence the quality of life in our community.

The committees are created by the council.
There are nine different committees in Aurora, ranging from the

Accessibility Advisory Committee to the Environmental Advisory
Committee to the Leisure Services Advisory Committee.

There are also three external boards and committees, com-
prised of the Nokiidaa Trail, the Central York Fire Services and the
Aurora Public Library Board.

There are also three ad hoc committees - including the graffiti

abatement committee.
The Town website says the mandate of this committee is com-

pleted. Good - I guess this means no more graffiti in town!
I noticed a couple of things about these various committees.
First, the mayor is ex-officio on all of them, which means, by

virtue of her being the mayor, she is automatically a member of
each of these committees.

Adding these duties to her responsibilities on various York
Region committees makes Ms. Morris a busy lady.

Second, each committee has a number of community partici-
pants.

This from the Town website: "The Town of Aurora's Strategic
Plan promotes citizen involvement and participation in the commu-
nity. In the spirit of open and accessible government, the Town of
Aurora has several committees and boards on which citizens par-
ticipate."

Third, none of the community members are paid for their serv-
ice.

Fourth, the terms of the committees range from two years to
running the full term of council. The Committees usually meet each
month.

Fifth, ordinary citizens can attend any or all of the committee
meetings as they are open to the public.

Individuals can attend either as observers or they can make a
deputation on a matter that is important to them.

Six, often times council will refer a specific issue to a particular
committee. This is where the heavy lifting gets done; a more
detailed discussion can take place.

After discussion and debate within the committee a motion and
recommendation may be forwarded for the next council meeting.

Seven, the mandate of these committees is pretty large and

important to our town.
Take the Economic Development Advisory Committee for

example.  "The committee will liaise with existing businesses and
facilitate the development of new enterprises through support and
provision of opportunities for new economic development growth to
enhance the quality of life and prosperity in our community and to
meet the needs of the future."

If you go to the Town website you will find a document produced
by Neil Garbe, the Chief Administrative Officer for Aurora. It is titled,
"Committee Accomplishments 2007-2010" and it is dated August
17, 2010.

A couple of brief paragraphs from the report:
"This document serves to highlight the accomplishments of

each council-appointed advisory committee completed during the
2007-2010 term."

"The results reflect the combined efforts of many individuals,
committees and council members working to produce results that
are beneficial to the residents of Aurora."

"Finally, they are proof of the ongoing partnership between stafff,
council and the committees. This partnership, along with a shared
vision and hard work by all parties, has resulted in the long list of
accomplishments outlined in this document."

There are certainly a lot of accomplishments listed over the 23
pages of the report. 

I am not going to list any of these here, however. As voters, you
will have to do a little bit of homework.

Go the Town website and pull down this report yourselves and
decide if the accomplishments listed are of considerable merit.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

(905) 841-1030
(416) 565-3727 

www.listwithanna.com

Anna Runco 
Sales Representative 

My goal is to make your 
real estate dreams a reality!

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract

St. Andrew’s Realty Inc. 
Brokerage

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Integrity commissioner – yes or no

To the editor,

The Rogers Cable tape of
the August 17th Aurora council
meeting unfortunately missed
recording the facial expres-
sions of the councillors and
mayor when Councillor Alison
Collins-Mrakas was speaking
to the Integrity Commissioner
issue, but it was quite telling to
see the various expressions.

Councillor Wendy Gaertner
was rolling her eyes, Councillor
Stephen Granger was shaking
his head and the mayor looked
like a stone ghost.

She was staring over to find
Brian with her mouth open but
unfortuately he was elsewhere
at the time.

As far as I was concerned,
Councillor Collins-Mrakas
effectively encapsulated some
serious concerns with regards
to the Integrity Commissioner
and the whole code of conduct
accountability process, howev-
er I highly suspect that the
minds of all of the councillors
and the mayor were already
made up in advance, regard-
less of what was said.

For those of us who watch
council closely, there is a pat-
tern of this kind of dialog. I
would ask that you judge for
yourself and keep an open
mind.

Rogers Cable Link:
http://www.rogerstv.com/optio
n.asp?lid=237&rid=70&mid=5
2&gid=69838#38_120_3103

Adoption of Previous
Minutes/Item #3/Councillor
Bob McRoberts: 4 minutes 18
seconds into tape.

Councillor Collins Mrakas -
IC issue: 6 minutes and 50
seconds into tape.

Delegations on IC issue
(there were four): 53:53 into
tape.

Integrity Commissioner
Presentation: 2:30:40 into
tape.

Councillor Collins Mrakas
comments 2:46:30.

Given that the Integrity
Commisisoner noted that
accusations made against a
councillor by a fellow councillor
were best dealt with in the pub-
lic eye, Alison pointed out that
the very act of accusing some-
one results in immediate effect
of smearing the accused
name regardless of the out-
come.

The public and media will
likely assume that where there
is smoke there is fire and given
that the sole intent of the
Integrity Commissioner and
Code of Conduct is to shame
people into expressing regret
for their wrongful actions the
penalty happens when one
accuses someone of wrong
doing, regardless of guilt.

If this is not a "blunt ham-
mer" that an unscrupulous
politician will use at any
chance, I don't know what is.

Another point that I can’t
get over is how a block of
councillors seem to feel that it
is justified to spend upwards of

$200,000 or more over a four-
year term for the Integrity
Commissioner and accompa-
nying legal fees, in order to
shame people into saying
sorry when the IC sees fit to
demand such action.

Do we really need an IC in
order to teach common sense,
respect and professionalism to
grown adults that have been
duly elected (or appointed as
the case may be)?

Why can't we let the media
do its job of reporting the truth
in a balanced fashion and then
let the voters decide?

Have a code of con-
duct…fine, but asking a
lawyer/politician to determine
what is ethical seems to me to
be contradictory.

Given the IC's presentation
at this week's council meeting
the rules appear to be highly
fuzzy and open to manipula-
tion.

On top of it all Richmond
Hill pays far less for their IC
and I have to ask that if an IC
is absolutely required, why
could we not share an IC with
all of the municipalities in the
province?

The IC stated that the end
goal is to have zero complaints
and for the IC to get paid for
doing next to nothing other
than educating council from
time to time as to what is ethi-
cal. Great plan.

Next on the agenda is bal-
ancing the budget.

Take a closer look. From
my perspective, Phyllis is total-
ly condescending to any num-
ber of people throughout every
meeting,

She fired an integrity com-
missioner the day after a ruling
she did not like, she posted
allegations against Councillor
Evelyn Buck on the town web-
site for more than a year and
refused to take them down
while at the same time she
was telling people she was try-
ing to improve the town’s
image.

She has had one and pos-
sibly even two, cease and
desist orders issued against
her for potentially slanderous
comments made at AMO in
the media and at council
against a world renowned
expert on corporate gover-
nance.

She has (in my opinion)
manipulated procedure to suit
her fancy on more than one
issue.

Councillor Granger is
known to have screamed at a
girl who had the right to sell ice
cream in the park and
Councillor MacEachern has
sent out out insulting e-mails
and has apparently acted with
lack of decorum and respect at
more than one council meet-
ing.

Councillor Gaertner takes
every single opportunity she
can to claim indignation at
comments made by Councillor
Buck despite the fact that
Councillor Buck was elected to

speak her mind and it is these
very people who are trying to
take the moral high ground
while the IC comments on
none of their actions.

As far as I am concerned,
Mr. Nitkin’s ruling the day
before he got fired, clearly got
it right the first time.

It also frustrates me to no
end to hear Councillor Wilson
and the mayor asking citizens
to donate generously to the
food bank given the current
food shortages and yet the
town spends nothing to sup-
port them while they squander
money on vindictive and
unproductive legal pursuits
and multiple $1,500 attack ads
designed to embarrass a duly
elected offical.

We can find hundreds of
thousands of dollars for more
noble causes such as trails,
cultural centres, trees, recre-
ation facilites, jazz festivals and
parades, but not a penny for
the those within our communi-
ty that need a helping hand.

Mayor Morris’ comment at
an OP/2C planning meeting
that “those kind of people don’t
live in Aurora” while expressing
her opinion that we should not
support affordable housing in
the Region is just icing on the
cake.

Is it any wonder that the
town has dropped the
"Character Community"
motto?

I personally think that we
should change our motto to "A
Community of Characters"
and change our twin town to
Salem, Massachusetts, given
the witch hunt we have wit-
nessed unfold in our town.

All we need to do now to
cement our budding reputation
is to hold a public flogging how-
ever who holds the proverbial
whip is yet to be determined.

The Mayor's comment that
the election has started when
a number of people clapped
after Alison Collins-Mrakas
spoke at the council meeting
noted above seems to further
indicate that anyone who holds
a view that the mayor does not
support is not welcome or at
the very least will be given a
snearing response from the
mayor.

This is the same mayor
who will stage questions and
have a team of offical support-
ers clapping loudly at every
meeting in the upcoming elec-
tion.

Phyllis knows how to play
the game and spin a tale, and
I have learned the hard way
that in her case all is not what
it appears to be in every
instance.

To cap my night at the town
hall off, Phyllis's husband
informed me in a very angry
voice: “I am very disappointed
in you!” at which point I said the
feeling was mutual.

Let the election begin.

Richard Johnson
Aurora

On television, watchers
couldn’t see expression

Council has finally 
hit “higher ground”

To the editor,

Higher ground at last.
Higher Ground has

finally been taken in
Aurora Council
Chamber! Sound the
horns of victory! Shine
light into the darkness!

Tuesday night's coun-
cil meeting was a great
moment for citizens who
believe in honesty,
integrity and respect.

It was a victory for
many who've been
forced to suffer the pen
of those who refuse
adherence to Code of
Conduct.

The decision of
Integrity Commissioner,
David Tsubouchi,
regarding a formal com-
plaint against Councillor
Evelyn Buck was read
and accepted. 

The esteemed Mr.
Tsubouchi spoke elo-
quently about the
i m m e a s u r a b l e
endurance, strength and
courage our mayor and
majority of council have
demonstrated for their
Town, rising up through
political spin and con-
trived issue to bring a
viable comprehensive
Code of Conduct to the
people of Aurora.

He indicated that
many municipalities
have such a Code in
place to help their com-
munities rise to a higher
ground; a place where all
agree to do the right
thing and support those
who do.  

He mentioned that
elected officials must be
held to a more stringent
standard of conduct and
integrity.

He also mentioned
that in the case where a
councillor did not sign
the Code of Conduct,
this does not dismiss the
requirement to follow it,
anymore than you or I
could decide we just
don't want to wear our
seatbelts.

Three councillors
chose to publicly disre-
spect: 1) the process; 2)
the mayor and other
council members; 3) the
citizens of the Town; 4)
the Code of Conduct;
and 5) the Integrity
Commissioner, by leav-
ing their seats to sit in
the council chamber
hallway.

This act speaks vol-
umes.

Adoption of the Code
of Conduct was agreed
upon by those represent-
ing a majority of Town's
voters and must be
respected by all.

As persons often tar-
geted as 'friends of the
mayor', George and I

know the importance of a
Code of Conduct.

If you or your family
were targeted you would
absolutely agree.

Mayor Morris and most
councillors accomplished
much for Aurora in four
short years.

We're proud to be con-
sidered her friends.

With her assistance, in
good faith, as volunteers;
we've worked with other
dedicated volunteers to
reinstate the Canada Day
Parade to Canada's
Birthday Town; to bring the
Aurora jazz plus festival;
and to support the growth
of your Farmers’ Market.

Those who stood in
council chamber Tuesday
night endorsing propaga-
tion of questionable blogs,
letters and actions against
the Code of Conduct and
those who applauded this
endorsement - have finally
shown themselves: togeth-
er, in public, on camera.

No longer anonymous,
clearly they have a com-
mon goal, which apparent-
ly does not include follow-

ing a Code of Conduct.
You can decide for your-
self what that means. 

It may take a miracle for
this letter to be published
as I do not share ideolo-
gies of preferred authors.
I trust in the spirit of
democracy and freedom of
speech the editor will pub-
lish my letter.

Residents have advised
me they are afraid to
speak up or write to the
editors, in case they fall
victim to attack by public
letters, blogs or in person
as I was at the home
show.

While these fears are
indeed well-founded - it
seems important to stand
up for Higher Ground.

I applaud the work of
Mayor Morris and those
councillors who have
demonstrated consistent
determination and
courage to provide citi-
zens of Aurora a higher
ground and standard of
excellence.  

Sher St. Kitts
Snowball
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MONDAY NITE HOCKEY 

HOCKEY REGISTRATION
NAME: __________________________________________

POSITION:  ____________________________PHONE:____________
EMAIL:___________________________________________

Complete application and drop off to: 
Doug Adair @ REC CYCLE N’ SPORTS 

15483  Yonge St., Aurora 
Make cheque payable to Monday Nite Hockey for $395.00

DEADLINE for CHEQUES and REGISTRATION 
is Monday, August 30, 2010

The Annual REC SPORTS, Monday Nite Hockey League SALE... 
Monday, December 6, 2010 - Mark your calendars!

NAME:

Locally Owned & Operated. 
We also do Line Painting, Asphalt & Crack Repairs 

& Interlock Sealing. 
416-735-4173

BLACK MAGIC 
DRIVEWAY SEALING 

For returning players only

✃

✃

77 Wellington Street E., Aurora Ont. L4G 1H7

direct-905-726-4335
toll free 1-877-432-4790

Kelly Malehmir
Mortgage Agent

www.mortgagegrp.com

K ll M l h i themortgagesisters@gmail.com
 

Residents need to comment on proposals
To the editor,

Citizens, elections are
coming and where are the
council watchers?  

Aurora is bringing
together the Official Plan
Review, Secondary plan to
2C area– the St. John’s and
Leslie corner of town - and
the Promenade.

Thursday, August 12,
council was introduced to
the current status of each
project.

Each one is still a work-
in-progress. We, who will

live with the results, are
invited to make sugges-
tions.  

Video of the presentation
to council is available on
Rogers. Downloads of the
draft documents are avail-
able on the Town website or
at the Planning Office.

The following is my
response summary.

If anyone wants my eight
pages of detail comments,
e-mail me at
gabarnes@rogers.com and
I will deliver.

Preston Manning is now

calling it “Full Cost
Accounting” while in 1994,
John Elkington introduced it
as “The Triple Bottom Line.”

A concept that the capi-
talism of the past two cen-
turies needs to moderate
the profit motive with con-
cerns for the society and
the environment – People,
Planet and Profit.

In these plans, the envi-
ronment leg comes up
short.

From an environmental
perspective, “Building a
Greener Community” - sec-

tion 5 of the Official Plan
was an encouraging read.

However, the follow
through is weak.

The “Promenade
Guiding Frameworks” lists
social benefits that could
earn bonus heights on
buildings. No environmental
benefits were offered.

The 2C Plan seeks
“innovative approaches to
urban stormwater manage-
ment”.

Unfortunately, this is in
the greenlands system, but
not in the residential or

employment lands.
Design guidelines con-

tain directions about the
aesthetic/social aspects of
new or renovated struc-
tures.

Some even work in
opposition to best environ-
mental practices.

For example, a black or
brown asphalt roof will visu-
ally blend with a neighbour-
hood of similar roofs. It will
also contribute to a heat-
island effect in the neigh-
bourhood and elevated tem-
peratures within the build-
ing.

Obviously Lord Simcoe
did not have solar energy in
mind when York –now
Toronto - was laid out paral-
lel with Front Street – about
35 degrees off true north.

Aurora streets continue

that pattern. Aligning
employment buildings with
the street may preclude the
most efficient use of the roof
space for solar power gen-
eration.

Greater use of outcome
objectives could help to
reduce unintended conse-
quences of highly prescrip-
tive regulations. 

The developers will
ensure that the economics
will work for them.

It is up to the rest of us to
ensure that the environmen-
tal elements and the social
elements are in balance.

Only then can the full-
cost accounting can be
properly applied. 

Gordon Barnes B.A.
M.F.A.
Aurora

We need to send much more
money to Pakistan, he says

An open letter to
Member of Parliament 
Lois Brown:

Dear Lois Brown, MP York
Simcoe,

I appreciate that the fed-
eral government has
pledged a total of $34 mil-
lions of dollars to assist
Pakistan with its flood crisis
thus far, however this is
simply nowhere nearly
enough. 

The reality is that up to
twenty millions of Pakistani
people have been dislocat-
ed.

Homes, entire villages,
foodstuffs, tools, livestock,
crops and possibly arable
land has been destroyed,
not to mention loved ones. 

The destruction of infra-
structure such as roads,
dams, and bridges, power
and communication sys-
tems, has complicated
delivery of basic health
care, shelter, food and
water to millions. 

Pakistan stands on the
cusp of a public health cri-
sis from water-bourne
infected disease.

Human and animal
waste, and other toxins
have been taken by the
flood waters.

The people in large
areas have few alternatives.
Children are, of course, at
great risk as are the elderly.

The scale of this catas-
trophe is akin to approxi-
mately half of Canada's
entire population suddenly
bereft of basic shelter, serv-
ices, food water, along with
the destruction of the infra-
structure that would nor-
mally be available and used
to organize and provide
such aid.  

I ask that the govern-
ment boost Canada's
national contribution at
least to the level of that
given to Haiti recently.

At minimum, the govern-
ment must agree to match
Canadians’ private dona-
tions for a period of time.

We found 3 billion dollars to
mount two international
summits in June, and our
government has ordered a
fleet of new fighter jets at
$140 million each. 

The money for Pakistan
must be found, provided 
to trusted organizations
already on the group.

The money must be
used carefully by these
agencies on the condition of
their cooperation with each
other, the Pakistani Red
Crescent and other NGA's.

The money must be
used carefully to be sure,
and not be allowed to be
siphoned off to corrupt
Pakistani government offi-
cials.

We cannot look away.
People are dying. We can
help, and we must help. 

Let Canada not step
back from our image of pro-
viding leadership in helping
the world's poorest. 

Should the western
world fail to step up, we
have handed the terrorists a

public relations coup.
In that event, money will

surely be found for military
purposes, even war.

Sadly, this is the way it
has gone too many times
before, but it need not.

Send them the help they
need, the people of Pakistan
will remain friends of the
western world.  

Malcolm Watts MSW    
Newmarket

Redeeming qualities
in bar food, she learns
To the editor,

Recently I read an article
about “Water footprint” – this
being another ecological
accounting like the carbon
footprint we all are leaving
behind, globally.

Like most of us, I have
endeavored to lower my
footprint by buying local pro-
duce, sometimes walking
instead of driving, raising
the temperature of my air
conditioning, recycling, com-
posting etc.  Don’t get me
started on recycling, I am
still doing my bit but having
watched the Keele Valley
Dump (for an expose I was
doing) and seeing
Scarborough’s’ recycling
dumped, I remain a little
dubious.

This water footprint
intrigued me – how it was
calculated and how I meas-
ured up.

Having lived in the coun-
try and experienced a dry
well in the winter made me
keenly aware of the conser-
vation of this precious

resource.
I always brush my teeth

with limited water, have all
the water saving devices
installed and even use the
humidifier water to water my
plants.

I do, however, prefer to
have a leisurely bath rather
than a five-minute shower
(100 litres).

However, apparently my
1 kilogram of potatoes takes
900 litres of water to pro-
duce – calculation based on
amount of moisture
absorbed from the soil and
extra irrigation required.

One kilogram of coffee

requires 21,000 litres while
tea is eight times less water
intensive.

One kilogram of beef
takes 15,500 litres.

What I found fascinating
was that chicken required
3,900 litres/kg. and one
glass of beer only 150 litres
so technically a jug of beer
and chicken wings are good
for the environment from a
water footprint perspective.

I always knew that bar
food had some redeeming
qualities.

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges
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Letters to the Editor

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

 

• From $399 installed (plus taxes) 
• Single door, offer valid until Aug. 31st, 2010
• Summer end clearance of all retractable doors

240 Industrial Pkwy. S. Aurora 
905-726-4349

Retractable Screen for your door
Limited time offer

Have your say
As councillor, I would back any mayor leading the call for

real world peace, hence striving to achieve a higher order.
First, I would enhance the dignity and independence of

Aurora's seniors by doing an assessment of their present situa-
tions to ensure all of their needs are taken care of immediately.

Velma Philp, ("Little woman with clenched fists")
Auroran - 42 years
Born 1931 

With a municipal election looming, we asked you, the read-
er, to have your say by finishing this sentence: "If I were elect-
ed mayor or councillor, the first thing I'd do would be…" 

If you missed out this week and have something so say,
send it along.

Your submission must be 50 words or fewer.
  Send your submission to theauroran@gmail.com.

He believes Rogers doesn’t have
the guts to say they’re “screwing me”

To the editor,

Now that the smoke has
cleared from Rogers
takeover of ACI, are we any
better?

I was willing to forgive the
small changes to my overall
programming – I kind of
expected that they bought
ACI to make more money so
you know you are going to
end up paying more.

The first year “forgiving of
certain charges” is over and
we have to live with the
increased cost for decreased
service.

I was also willing to for-

give when I heard the tactics
on the news that they are
decreasing their download
limits because they were
scared of Netflix – not great
for the consumer, but I think
we can all understand a
business getting scared by a
threat and taking action.

I was not, and am not will-
ing to forgive the last straw.

My business takes me to
the United States quarterly.

For years, I have been
buying 240 minutes of air
time for $75 three or four
times a year.

Recently they gave me
the news, “in order to make

our programs easier for busi-
nesses, you either have to
take the program for a mini-
mum of three months, or
move to one of our monthly
programs”.  Net effect – that
same 240 minutes now
costs me $137…an instant
83 per cent increase.

I love how they try to tell
me this is “easier” – they
don’t even have the guts to
tell me they are screwing
me.

I am now considering
other cell phone carriers,

and for Internet, Primus
offers better performance
(no download limits) at the
same speed as Rogers, and
for significantly less per
month.

My neighbour uses
Primus and says it is great. (I
have no connection to
Primus whatsoever).

Enough is enough…show
these bloodsuckers that they
are pushing too far. 

Frank Brown
Aurora

Woman “shocked” 
to find the library 
closed on Sundays
To the editor,

My family just moved to
beautiful Aurora!

I came to visit them from
British Columbia.

My daughter and her
husband work in Toronto.

As a retired teacher, I
took my three grandchildren
to the Aurora Library on
Sunday, August 8th and
was shocked to find it
CLOSED!

We returned on Monday
morning, to see people
working in the Library, but a
sign saying CLOSED!!

We were not alone when
we went to the library; many
people were also shocked
to find the Library closed.

Many people work in
Toronto, and return late, too
late to Aurora, to take their
children to the Library.

Other people are too
tired to visit the Library to
get books for themselves
during the week.

Shouldn’t the Library do
what’s best for the taxpay-
ers, who pay for the
Library?

It appears that the
Library does what is best
for their employees, not the
Aurora taxpayers!

Shouldn’t the Library
consider what is best for
Aurora residents?

From the Victoria Day
weekend to after the Labour
Day weekend, the Library is
CLOSED on Sundays.

This is a lost opportunity
for people and parents with
children to pay a relaxing
visit to the Aurora Library.

Couldn’t there be a small
staff on duty to do the work
on Sundays?

When I peered into this
modern Library, sitting
there empty, on Sunday and
Monday morning, I thought
“what a wasted opportuni-
ty!”

I remember once reading
“in a good school if the staff
place the children’s interest
first, then you have a great,
successful, child-centred
school”.

In a city where so many
taxpayers work in Toronto,

etc., am I the only person
who questions the fact that
the wonderful resource is
not available on Sundays
and Monday mornings?

I know I don’t live in
Aurora, but I hope you’ll
print this letter, to get a dis-
cussion started on the great
waste, leaving the Library
closed on Sundays and
Monday mornings.

Mary Reilly
British Columbia 

We are not prepared
for forest fires: readers
To the editor,

We write to continue to
address the issue of peace and
whether Real World Peace and
Truth are possible in 2010 (see
letter week of May 25, 2010,
"Can Aurora promote peace on
earth, she asks").

As we write this, forest fires
in British Columbia rage.

Prime Minister Stephen
Harper and B.C. Premier
Gordon Campbell do not seem
to recognize these natural dis-
asters as a cause for issuing a
state of emergency? Perhaps
because the millions of wildlife
which are burning needlessly,
do not have the voice to cry for
aid so it makes it easy to be
cruel and non-responsive.

Why don't these leaders
care to act faster for our forests
and the animals which make
forests their home? They
appear heartless as these ani-
mals’ welfare and suffering
doesn't seem to affect them. 

In Canada we know forest
fires happen every summer, so
why aren't we prepared for this?  

Our country, and the world
for that matter, has their priori-
ties backward. We invest bil-
lions, trillions of dollars into
bullism, hate, fear of the other,
by fattening our 'military industri-
al complex' while we could be
building an army, a grand
national team of trained, emer-
gency response persons and
strategically placing them
throughout Canada to quickly
contain fires and/or respond to
other disasters as they arise.

We could be developing bet-
ter equipped water planes and
quadrupling to the tenth degree
their numbers but, no, we buy
F35's.  

Frankly speaking, this
makes absolutely no sense to
us.

By no means are we saying
we can stop forest fires but we
certainly could create a much
more effective system of
response to control them. Our
nation is full of physically and
mentally capable, strong, fit citi-
zens of all ages who could
aspire to be a part of such a
team of positive action.

We are two true hearted
Canadians who have been call-
ing for our country to commit to
real world peace and truth for
the Indigenous People in
Canada.

Over the last two years we
have provided information and
documentation to elected lead-
ers to support and prove our
case yet the government refus-
es to be accountable to us.  

We have been trying to
bring reason to chaos by calling
for all military might to be re-
directed and converted immedi-
ately towards addressing
humanitarian and ecological
disasters.

However local, provincial
and federal leaders do not see it
necessary to support us.

We do not understand why
they are so naive and uncaring
about the hardships endured by
others and that we could make
a big difference by adopting real
peace.

Aurora/Canada could
become famous if she promot-
ed peace on earth right now.
No more guns, no more bombs,
no more making of military
arsenals...children first.

We have choices and elect-
ed leaders know this, however
they chose to protect their privi-
leged positions and self inter-
ests.

So we write to say, Aurora
we have a big problem in our
country as individualism has
taken precedence over reason.

Unless elected leaders
smarten up and become hon-
est soon, Canada's children
won't have a future and Mother
Earth won't have a chance
either and the lan-
guages/cultures of the red man
will become extinct.  

Ultimately, war is wrong and
it is killing us all slowly. We must
commit to life.

Grandma Edna, Seneca
Hawk elder and one of the 13
Indigenous Grandmothers has
made a call to action to sweep
away injustice.

Check out the Broomstick
Revolution on Facebook and
display or pick up your broom-
stick as a symbol for peace, as
peace is our purpose, our
method, our philosophy.

Together we can act to
sweep out violence and injus-
tice from our foundations and
truly begin acting in humane,
loving, all inclusive ways for
"The Next 7 Generations."

If any new or returning politi-
cal candidates for this year’s
municipal elections, wish to
weigh in on what real peace
means to them, we'd appreciate
this input printed in the paper so
we can see what kind of people
you are.  

We feel Aurora's citizens
deserve to know publically
where each of you stand in rela-
tion to peace and truth.

Love heals all, Aurora.

Heidi G. A. Stoecklin

David Philp 

Aurora
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Class is back 

Register now - programs for all ages!

at the
Aurora Cultural Centre 

Church Street School 

Children’s & Adult Art Classes 
Photography • Relief Stone Carving 
Contemporary Dance  • Yoga 

Creative workshops, recitals, concerts 
and community events 

Contact the Centre for registration and current information 

Saturday, September 11
 

 

Aurora Cultural Centre 
22 Church Street, Aurora, ON 

905-713-1818 
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca 
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca

Program Kick-off Event 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

For more information check the 
website, call or drop in

Meet the Instructors 
All classes commence the 

week of September 20, 2010 

SKATERS FIRST
Skate Canada Programs

ICE SKATING PROGRAMS
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Special Needs Skaters Welcomed

Learn to Skate From Age 3 (6, 7 & 8 Week Sessions)

5:1 Ratio - 45 minutes with Professional Coach

CanSkate - Youth Learn to Skate
All ages - Small group sizes

Adults - Daytime & Evening
Beginner - Advanced 

Birthday Parties - On Ice
Coach, Toys & Personalized Cake

Hockey CanPower Skating
Beginner - Advanced & Adults

Figure Skating
Spins, Jumps, Dances - Fun Competitions

Register Now - View Schedules 
Easy on-line registration

w w w . s k a t e r s f i r s t . c o m
email: skatersfirst@rogers.com

F R E E
S K A T I N G

PR O G R A M S
A S K U S

H O W

Accepting(905 ) 727- 4600

Register NOW by PHONE: (905) 727-5494 or at the studio 
Wednesday & Thursday, Sept 1 & 2 from 12:00 noon to 6 pm 
Wednesday & Thursday, Sept. 8 & 9 from 4:00 pm to 8 pm 

Adult Classes 
    

Jazz 
Acrobatics 
Hip Hop 
Musical Theatre 
Ballet 
Tap 

Jaymor 
 School of Dancing 

15 Furbacher Lane, 
Aurora 
(905) 727-5494

Offering Instruction for Ages 3 & up 

Now accepting new registrations for 
the 2010-2011 dance season 
Member PAEC - Acrobatic and Jazz Examiner

Mom & Tots

THE AURORAN

FALL REGISTRATION GUIDE



Rock On!

Private, affordable instruction 
from professional musicians for:

The Arts Music Store offers 
the area’s largest and most 
comprehensive music education 
program. Over 1200 students 
and 60 instructors at our two 
locations in Newmarket 
and Aurora.

MUSIC LESSONS

I GUITAR
I DRUMS
I BASS
I PIANO
I TRUMPET
I CLARINET
I SAXOPHONE
I FLUTE
I TROMBONE
I VIOLIN
I VOCAL
I ROCK CLASS
I ROYAL 
 CONSERVATORY 
 OF MUSIC
 AND MORE!

905.898.7164
w w w. thear t smus ic s to re . com

Youth Programs 
Offering GREAT value, fun and education through Theatre Arts: 

KinderStages - Ages 4–6 (musical) 
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory (kids version) 

 

 

To register call: 905-713-1040
or email: info@marqueeproductions.ca 
www.marqueetheatricalproductions.ca

73 Industrial Parkway N. Aurora L4G 4C4

Intermediate - Ages 6–13 (musical) 
Sept. - January - The Wizard of  OZ (one class full 

February - May - High School Musical 

Teen Program Ages 13 (firm)-18 (musical) 
Grease

Elite Program (Audition requried) 
ages 12-18 (musical) 

West Side Story

Costumes included! 

Drama Program (non-musical) Ages 11-18 
The Outsiders 

  NATIONAL TRAINING RINKS                  

           NOT JUST ANOTHER ARENA 
     TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU                 
650 Edward Ave. Richmond Hill 
905-884-1121 or rick@ntrcanada.com 

1155 Stellar Dr., Newmarket  
905-953-0978 or josh@ntrcanada.com 

Offering the following FALL programs 
 

 Hockey Skill Development 
for Beginners to Elite Players   

 Goaltending School 
 Defensemen Skills 
 Children Learn To Play 

Hockey Classes Level 1 & 2 
 P.A. DAY PROGRAMS 
 Sunday Skill Improvement 

and 3 on 3 Hockey  
 Team Training   

 

 Adult Learn to Skate Programs 
 ADULT Learn to Play Hockey  
 Adult 3 on 3 Pond Hockey Leagues 
 Learn to Skate Programs for Children 
 3 on 3 March Break Tournaments 
 CHRISTMAS CAMPS 
 Privates & Small Group Instruction 
 Power Skating Classes 
 ICE RENTALS 
 Birthday Parties 

 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL or EMAIL 
    Visit our web site at www.ntrcanada.com 

St. John Ambulance
YOUTH GROUP

St. John AmbulanceSt. John Ambulance
SAVING LIVESSAVING LIVES
at work, home and playat work, home and play

For more information contact:For more information contact:

905-773-3394905-773-3394
email: york.region@on.sja.ca www.sja.caemail: york.region@on.sja.ca www.sja.ca

St. John Ambulance - Newmarket Youth Program is currently 
recruiting new members. If you are 6 to 15 years old, 
we have interesting and educational programs for you. 
All are welcome to join. 
Weekly meetings on Thursdays at 6:30pm at 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 
227 Church St., Newmarket

For ages 6-15

16700 Bayview 
Avenue, 104B
Located on the 
Southwest Corner of 
Bayview and Mulock.

If You Believe it, You Can Achieve it...We Believe!

est.1980

Irish, Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Musical Theatre, 
Hip Hop, Lyrical and Acro

Recreational and Competitive Classes 
from ages 3 to Adult

Three Spacious Studios with Parent 
Viewing Areas

Members of CDTA, IDTAC, IDTANA,  
An Coimisiun le Rince Gaelacha

2010-11 Registration/Open House 
August 16 - 20, 10 am to 3 pm
August 24, 4 pm to 8 pm
Sept. 1, 2, 8 - 9, 4 pm to 8 pm

905-898-0061
www.irishdancestudio.com

THE AURORAN

FALL REGISTRATION GUIDE
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Gymnastics Programs
Birthday Parties Camps

For the l   ve of it!

 Trampoline
 Tumbling
 Cheerleading
 Parent & Tot

 Recreational
 Competitive
 Boys & Girls  

www.kidssupergym.ca
905-841-KIDS (5437)

Register
Now!

40 Engelhard Dr., Unit #10, Aurora

 
 
 
 

 
 

     

 
 
 
 

 
 

     

 
 
 
 

 
 

     

 
 
 
 

 
 

     

 
 
 
 

 
 

     

 
 
 
 

 
 

     

 
 
 
 

 
 

     

 
 
 
 

 
 

     

Kids & Company

• High quality full or part time child care   
 from infant to school age
• Rotating schedules
• Safe, secure environment offering 
 enriched programming
• Child centred philosophy

• Nutritious meals cooked from scratch
• Secure webcams to view your child
• Large, bright cheerful playrooms
• Outdoor playground
• Highly competent, fully trained staff

www.kidsandcompany.ca

FALL ENROLMENTS 

AVAILABLE

236 Wellington St. E., Aurora 
905-751-1531

1-866.MY-KIDCO (695-4326)
 

For more information 
or to book a tour please call: 

905-726-2110 
or visit: www.lmmh.ca 

La Maison Montessori House 
14 Stone Road Aurora 

(just 300 meters south of Wellington, off of Bayview)

French Immersion or English 
private Montessori education 

–Toddler, for children 18 months to 3 yrs of age 
–English Casa, for children 3 to 5 years of age 
–French Casa, for children 3 to 5 years of age 
–English Elementary grades 1 to 3 
–Elementary French Immersion grades 1 to 3 

With over 35 years of experience, the staff at LMMH 
will care for your child to help the flourish and blossom

 with a happy , confident child. 

For more information 
or to book a tour please call: 

905-726-2110 
or visit: www.lmmh.ca 

La Maison Montessori House 
14 Stone Road Aurora 

(just 300 meters south of Wellington, off of Bayview)

English Elementary grades 1 to 3 
–Elementary French Immersion grades 1 to 3 

SWIMMING 
REGISTRATION 

Tuesday September 14th 
7 - 9 p.m. 

 

905-726-DUCK (3825) 
www.masterducks.ca

nancy@masterducks.ca

Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex

Bring your suit 
for a 

free swim 
assessment

• MORNING 
• DAYTIME 
• EVENING 
• SUNDAY

 

ALL (and we mean all)  LEVELS 
WORKOUT TIMES (choice of): 

• Improve your swimming stroke & fitness level 
• Masters Swimming Canada 2009 Coach of the Year 
   -Nancy Black 
• 10 NCCP Coaches

THE AURORAN

FALL REGISTRATION GUIDE
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CALL 
905.836.1231

VISIT
www.newmarketartsschool.com

Newmarket 
School of Fine ArtSchool of Fine Art 

61 Steven Court. Unit 1 Newmarket 

CALL
905 836 1231633

children ~ youth~ adult
art programs

Open for Registration 

REGISTRATION DATES:

Register by Phone, 
Email or at the Studio!
Visit our website
for more information!

sessalC lanoitaerceR & evititepmoC  
 Annual Recital & Summer Camps
 2 Studios With Viewing Windows
 Enthusiastic, Experienced Instructors
 Award Winning Competitive Team

Ballet  Jazz  Tap  Acrobatics Modern
Hip Hop  Lyrical  Musical Theatre

September
 1 & 2, 8 & 9 
@ 3pm-8pm

265 Edward Street
Units 14 & 15  Aurora
905-713-0555
email: studio@northernlightsdance.com

www.northernlightsdance.com

Celebrating 
our 10th 
Season!

August 25 & 26

contact YVONNE CATTRALL
905.841.3450

swimgym@sympatico.ca 
www.swimgym.ca

AURORA SELKIES SWIM CLUB

REGISTER NOW FOR 2010 TO 2011 SEASON! SPACES ARE LIMITED.

REGISTER 
NOW!  
CALL

TODAY
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Aurora Minor  
Hockey Association 

 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING 
2010/2011 REGISTRATION  

 
In-house registration for the 2010-2011 hockey season will be available at the AMHA office at ACC1 
Aug 25, Sept 1, and Sept 8, 2010 between 7:00 – 9:00 pm.  
 
Regular office hours will commence  September 11, 2010. Saturday office hours are 10:00 – 1:00 and 
Wednesday office hours are 7:00 – 9:00 pm. 
 
The AMHA will accept children born in 2004 for our Tyke Hockey Program. It is recommended that 
they have either taken skating lessons or completed one year of Opti Hockey.  
 
The AMHA will accept players born in 1990 and 1991 for the Midget House League Program. 
 
Midget AA and Midget AE tryouts for players born in 1993 and 1994 will commence August 24, 2010. 
Players must be registered with the office before attending tryouts. 
 

Please refer to our website www.auroraminorhockey.net for information on fees.   
 

League Plays 
Thursday nites at 

Magna Centre 
9pm & 10pm

NEWMARKET OLD GUYS 
HOCKEY LEAGUE 

for players 35+ 
LOOKING

Contact noghl@hotmail.com 
TO REGISTER

2 GOALIES NEEDED

Mom Anita Dizgun pays close attention to her daughter Megan, right, and
Megan’s friend Dahlia Silva during the Aurora Aquatics division’s Aurora’s
Amazing Race: Water Games Edition held at the Stronach Recreation Centre
recently. The Aquatic division raised $570 for the Lifesaving Society’s
Drowning Prevention campaign.                          Auroran photo by David Falconer 

Gudmundur Hafthorsson,
a Canadian born Icelander,
has recently returned to
Canada to lead the Aurora
Selkies coaching team and
all swimmers towards the
next step in achieving great-
ness in swimming.

He will coach all swim-
mers enrolled in the club's
Competitive, Youth Fitness
and Masters programs.

Gudmundur has been
coaching swimmers of all
levels in Iceland for the past
12 years and is actively
involved in Masters swim-
ming, holding several
Icelandic titles in his age
group.

He has a BSc in Physical
Education and is a Level
111 NCCP certified swim
coach.  

At a recent interview, he
talked about some of his
goals for the swimmers and
the Selkies club in general.

"I will work towards more
power in the pool and to
instill a "winning mentality"
with all of our swimmers. I
have come to Aurora to take
the Selkies club to a higher
standing in Ontario swim-
ming and the first step is to
make the swimmers believe

Coach ready to take over
Selkies swimming team

that they can achieve great-
ness if they really want it, "
he said.

His main goal is to have
the Selkies club grow even
bigger, a club where young
children can learn correct
competitive skills early in
their careers, to develop
those skills and hopefully
stay with the sport for life.

The Selkies club would
continue to offer profession-
al coaching services for
young athletes all the way
up to Masters at all ages
and levels of ability.

"Anyone can swim; how
well they swim is up to the
coach and, of course, the
dedication of the athlete,”
he said. “Our Selkies swim-
mers will learn to go for
successes that they have
never dreamed of; they will
strive for a perfect swim
every time they hit the
water; they will train with
goals in mind and improve
at every workout.

"I am a winner and I
want to see that winning
attitude in all of my swim-

mers. Through their suc-
cesses they will enjoy their
sport even more. I'll set
goals with them, they will
improve their times and
we'll all have fun doing so.

"I am a confident coach
and I believe in my swim-
mers...they will see this at
every practice as I walk up
and down the poolside
helping, correcting and
encouraging them with a
pat on the back for a job
well done. If you want to
swim to be the best, I'm
your man; if you want to
swim to improve your fit-
ness level, I'm your man;
just tell me what you want
to achieve and I will take
you there.

“The great coach, Eddie
Reese once said, ‘If you do
something 99 per cent right,
you are doing it 100 per
cent wrong". This is what I
stand for".

For more information 
on the Selkies’ programs
and to learn more about 
the coach, go to:
www.swimgym.ca.

Aurorans will have a
chance to critique the
upcoming Aurora Trails
Master Plan at an open
house at Town Hall this
week.

The open house, which
is scheduled to take place
this Wednesday from 6 to 8
p.m. will be an opportunity
for residents to view plans
and pose any questions to
staff on the information
presented. 

Staff will also be gather-
ing comments from partici-
pants which will be used in
finalizing the draft master
plan before its presenta-
tion to council in
September. 

According to a state-
ment from Jason
Ballantyne, Manager of
Corporate Com-munica-
tions for the Town of
Aurora, the draft Aurora
Trails Master Plan "identi-
fies opportunities for pri-
marily off-road trails facili-
ties such as walking,
cycling, hiking and cross-
country skiing within both
urban and rural portions of
Aurora."

The Plan is designed to
provide new trails in green
spaces and parks, as well
as improve existing trails

Check out trails plan
at Open House Wed.

and connections. 
"The plan includes a

set of best-practice design
guidelines for off-road
trails, policy guidelines for
trail planning, recommen-
dations regarding educa-
tion and promotion pro-
grams that support trail
use and healthy living, as
well as trail planning maps

that illustrate a connected
trail network and a phased
implementation strategy,"
said Mr. Ballantyne.

More information on the
trails master plan, includ-
ing the information pre-
sented on Wednesday, will
be available at www.e-
aurora.ca/trails master
plan.

Proudly supporting local sports 

Open Road BMW
87 Mulock Drive • Newmarket

1-888-295-8714 • www.openroadbmw.ca
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ST. JOHNS SIDEROAD

BLOOMINGTON RD. N

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca
Open Road BMW 

87 Mulock Drive, 
Newmarket 

(just east of Yonge St.)
1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca



"We've got until 12:01 on
September 20, which is our
deadline, and we'll be work-
ing toward educating the
community on what the
issues around the money
really are. Hopefully Council
will become educated as to
what they need to do in order
to bring their staff up to an
average wage."

If a settlement is reached
September 16, the strike
deadline would be put on

hold and no action would be
taken until a deal was ratified
by both parties. 

"We wouldn't necessarily
do anything, we certainly
won't walk out and my guess
is certainly the employer
wouldn't lock us out if we
came to some sort of tenta-
tive deal. There is a possibil-
ity it won't happen, there is
always that possibility, but
you always meet in media-
tion prior to a deadline to try
and work through with a
deadline looming."

FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Tues. , Wed., Thur., Fri. and Sat. – 10 - 5 

or by appointment 
www.thefanman.ca

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

New Shipments Arriving 
Clear Outs on Sale

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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August 31 
Tues. to Fri. (4 days)

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Real Estate Brokerage 

Sheila DiMonte, BA 
Sales Representative 

“Not intended to solicit buyers or 
sellers currently under contract”

Call: 

“If my sign is on your 
lawn, you’re moving”

416-305-5554

Under 10 Stingers capture 
five games to win tourney

The U10 Aurora Stingers
Girls had a great weekend
recently winning all five of
their games in the Brams
United Tournament.

Led by defense play all
weekend long, Selina Issa,
Madison Kuchar, Emily
Gibson, Laura Marrelli and
Julia Russo battled their
way into the finals giving up
only two goals in the first
four games.

The offence also really

kicked it into high gear with
a brilliant display of passing
and finishing by Michaela
Iacono, Rebekah Feld,
Rachel Megit, Florence
Awde, Monique Bourgeois
and Vanessa Carriere.

The girls were down 2-1
late in the second half of the
finals to a very determined
team from Thornhill when
Florence Awde scored to tie
the game on a cross from
Vanessa Carriere.

Minutes later the
Stingers took the lead on a
rocket to the corner by
Vanessa Carriere as she
converted a pass from
Rebekah Feld.

The crowd went crazy
but Thornhill would not give
up easily as goalie Charlotte
Bulmer had to make a num-
ber of monster saves in the
dying minutes to secure the
championship.

Michaela Iacono was the

leading scorer in the tourna-
ment and the girls also
moved on to the semi-finals
of the McGarrigle Cup last
weekend near Lake Simcoe
after a 2-0 win.

They met up with a tough
Barrie team that defeated
them 1-0 in the finals of the
Aurora Can Am tournament
earlier in July.

Results of weekend play
were not available at press
time.

The Under 10 girls stingers are shown here. In the back row, left to right, is Assistant Coach Duncan
Awde, Head Coach Nick Iacono, and Assistant Coach Robert Russo. Standing, left to right, are Vanessa
Carriere, Rebekah Feld and Rachel Megit. Kneeling or sitting, left to right, are Adison Kuchar, Selina
Issa, Emily Gibson and Laura Marrelli. Lying down, left to right, are Florence Awde, Monique Bourgeois,
Charlotte Bulmer, Michaela Iacono and Julia Russo. Absent due to an injury was Alysha Barbara.

CUPE to meet Town
to continue talks

From page 1

Region says no to funding
Aurora residents could

benefit from underpasses

along Leslie Street for

pedestrian and cycle traffic

after the road is widened,

according to local trails

activist Klaus Wehrenberg. 

Mr. Wehrenberg reiterat-

ed his position at last

week's council meeting,

where it emerged a study

may be in the works to look

at the feasibility of this idea.

"Our concern is the

Regional Municipality of

York intends to reconstruct

to widen to four or 

five lanes Leslie Street,"

sa id  Mr.  Wehrenbe rg  

of t h e  A u r o r a  T r a i l s

Subcommittee. 

Regional planners throw

out terms like "active trans-

portation", "sustainable

development", and "walka-

ble communities" but "do

not provide certain imple-

mentation tools, nor is the

Region willing to finance

local initiatives to try to pro-

vide them," he said. 

This matter is particular-

ly urgent as the Region is

currently conducting an

environmental assessment

looking into the impacts of

reconstructing and widen-

ing Leslie Street, he said,

with a report expected by

the end of September.

Aurora has not conveyed

the need for underpasses

to the Region, Mr.

Wehrenberg claimed, yet

their importance will

increase in the near future.

"[The draft 2C

Secondary Plan accommo-

dates] 8,000 additional

Aurorans who will become

residents west of Leslie

Street, and the employment

lands and all our commer-

cial developments will be

located east of Leslie on

the other side of that

street," he said.

"The trails network is

meant to allow Aurorans to

walk and cycle around

town, especially to and from

work and school. It would

be inconvenient for both

pedestrians and cyclists to

have to wait for signals to

be able to cross over Leslie

at grade, and likewise for

the car traffic."

Crossing roads and

using on-road lanes is

"inherently unsafe" for

pedestrians and cyclists, he

added before calling on the

Town to advise the Region

of their desire for under-

passes in the design and

reconstruction of Leslie

Street. 

He also recommended

the Town advise the Region

it would be "unwilling to

endorse any environmental

study that does not include

those trail amenities."

"You can't sit on this for-

ever," he said. "Hopefully

you will find a way to dis-

cuss the matter and present

a formal petition to the

Region [that] endorses the

Trails Subcommittee's rec-

ommendation."

Mayor Phyllis Morris

a c k n o w l e d g e d  M r .

Wehrenberg's "passion" for

the trails system and asked

that the matter be put on

the agenda for a September

council meeting. The Town,

she added, has already ten-

tatively discussed the mat-

ter with the Region.

"You are aware that we

are also trying to speak with

the Region on the cost of

what a study might be to do

this and also what the cost

of the underpasses might

be," said Mayor Morris to

Mr. Wehrenberg. "We know

it is a number of millions of

dollars. Those funds need

to be discussed at budget

time. 

"We do respect what the

Trails Subcommittee is

doing but we have to go

through the process."

According to Councillor

Evelina MacEachern, the

Trails Subcommittee's 

recommendation did go to

the Region who added 

"[the Region] said they

would not be funding the

underpasses."
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When you are part of a COMMUNITY, it means you have a vested interest in what happens in
that community. You develop a sense of ownership and accountability based on a shared sense
of purpose. That is the vision of COMMUNITY I have for Aurora.

So it concerns me when Council spends $53,000 to hire a consultant to develop a Parks &
Recreation Master Plan – based on community input – then ignores the wishes of the community.
Instead, they handpicked a small group who modified the consultant‘s recommendation and
the consultant‘s name no longer appears as part of the report.

It concerns me when our community tells the consultant that facilities such as a Municipal
Gymnasium, Hardball Diamond and community parkland are important – and this small group
of individuals, with no accountability to the Community, remove them from the Master Plan.

My Commitment: If elected Mayor, I commit to re-open discussions with the community on
the inclusion of the municipal gymnasium and other youth facilities as proposed by the
consultant based on initial public consultation.

ELECT MAYOR

CAMPAIGN HOTLINE: 905-751-0734   EMAIL: Geoff@Geoff Dawe.com   WEBSITE: www.Geoff Dawe.com

Geoff backs up, encourages and celebrates the people who go into action. If there’s a mistake, he recognizes effort, and avoids
the blame game by focusing on new actions that follow the policies and history of the organization.

—  Elizabeth Bishenden: Resident, Community Organizer

Geoff has fostered a welcoming collaborative environment even when others opinions differed from his. He has taught me
that hard work and persistence does pay off and values never need to be sacrificed.

— Todd Graff: Professional Colleague

WHAT OTHERS HAVE TO SAY

COMMUNITY

P.S. Visit my website for more details.

MEN 
Welcome

Walk-ins 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing $30 

• Body Waxing 
• Spa  Pedicure & Manicure 

• Nail Art Design 
• Group Specials 

• Artificial Nail Enhancements 
• Bio - gel 
•  U.V. gel 

• Powder gel 
• Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy
 Hours 

10% OFF 
1-3pm 

M, T & W

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

.CA

On-line 
booking
available

Experienced 
Nail Tech. 

Wanted

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

Celebrating 6 yrs in Aurora 
Thank you for your business & referrals

with this 
ad only

M-F 10-7  Sat. 10-6  Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. (Next to Post Office & TD Bank) 

905-727-9900

“Have a vacation on your home”

New to the Doors Open event this year were the inclusion of four tours, led by
Auroran historians throughout the Town. Jackie Stuart, back to the crowd in 
bottom photo, had about 50 people join her walking tour which started from the
Aurora Town Park and covered the north east end of old Aurora. In the top photo,
Bill Crich, President of the Scarborough Model Railroaders, again entertained
guests at the club’s display at the Aurora Lions Club Hall, 33 Mosley Street.
Thousands took advantage of the event, which featured a home once lived in by
former Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson.                   Auroran photos by David Falconer

New fine structure
won’t aid town’s case

Although new set fines for the
destruction of trees were posted
at council last week, more could
be done to act as a deterrent,
Mayor Phyllis Morris told The
Auroran.

"I've reflected [on the possi-
bility of increasing fines] quite
heavily over the last few months,
and I think everything we can do
as a community to protect our
forests and green spaces," she
said. 

"If that means making tree
fines prohibitive so that it not the
modus operendi of choice just to
cut down trees and pay a fine,
yes, I would be supportive of
looking at ways to make that fine
so high any developer would
think twice before doing that."

While Mayor Morris was
speaking with a view to the
recent case of alleged destruc-
tion of 118 trees without a permit
by the Westhill Redevelopment
Company in late June, which is
currently before the courts, she
said the new set fines were in
response to an earlier incident
on Yonge Street.

The new fines set the failure
to "obtain a permit to injure or
destroy five or more trees" at
$350 and the failure to comply
with an order at $350 as well. 

"Our bylaw department pro-
ceeded to get a set fine in place,"
she said. "In the future, if there
are any violations reported and
they believe there has been an
infraction they can issue a ticket

and have someone answer to a
ticket just like you would a park-
ing fine.

"That way if someone just
pays the set fee it is only to a
certain amount, or they can dis-
pute the ticket. If there is no res-
olution they can go on to
Provincial Offences Court.

"The difference with the
regional tree cutting bylaw and
ours, the most obvious differ-
ence is we tend to proceed
under a tree destruction charge.

Now we have a tree set fine and
the Region's tree bylaw allows
them [to ask] for replanting of
those trees."

With this in place, however,
Mayor Morris said the set fines
would not be helpful with the
Town's case against Westhill.

"The short answer is 'no',"
she said. "[It won't be helpful] in
this instance because so many
trees have been cut down and
these set fines are for smaller
amounts."

Increased cab rates
don’t help drivers,
Aurora cabbie says

Aurora's recent increase in
taxi fares should go further to
help struggling drivers, said
Aurora-based taxi driver Abdel
Karim Abdel-Rahman in com-
ments to council last week.

M r .  A b d e l - R a h m a n
appeared before Tuesday's
meeting in Open Forum to voice
his concerns over the Town's
recent fare hike to address the
HST, an increase which only
applied to the drop charge, or
the starting fare of a customer's
taxi journey.

"Two weeks ago on a
Sunday afternoon while I was at
work, I came across Mayor
Phyllis Morris," said Mr. Abdel-
Rahman. "She conveyed to me
that the council has approved an
increase in taxi fares to offset the
increase of the new government
tax. 

"This good news spread fast
amongst us taxi drivers in the
Town of Aurora who hoped for
brighter business days in the
near future. Early last week,
Aurora taxi drivers were
informed that an increase of only
25 cents per fare would be
implemented. "

Mr. Abdel-Rahman said he
was informed by staff at the
Town's Bylaw department that
this decision to apply HST for
only the drop charge was "for the
foreseeable future while they
wait and observe how munici-
palities have dealt" with applying
the tax. 

The upcoming election was
an additional concern for Mr.

Abdel-Rahman, as he said he
feared this issue could get lost in
the shuffle when the Town is in
full election mode. 

"As election day is fast
approaching I am deeply con-
cerned that... the new council
will look into this issue in March
of 2011," he said. "Taxi drivers
cannot afford to wait until next
March. I will have to file my taxes
way before then and I will have
to pay taxes out my pocket on
an income I never earned."

An increase of eight per
cent, applicable to the entire taxi
fair, would be "only right and
prudent," he added.

Mayor Morris took note of
Mr. Abdel-Rahman's concerns
and said she explained to him
that council was under the
impression at the time that the
fare increase would be applied
across the board. 

"It was not council's under-
standing at that time," she said.
"I think we agreed that it would
have been better to do it all in
one fell swoop to get the fees
adjusted. However our staff
have indicated... that they need

time to assess [their decision]
but I understand they would be
bringing forward another report
in September. 

"I believe that is a problem
for you because of the lapse in
time. We are trying to address
that inequity. HST has caught us
all in a problem, all of us, and
we're trying to address that."

As The Auroran reported last
week, councillors approved the
fee hike for the first 200 metres
of travel at the July 13 council
meeting.

In a report prepared for the
meeting, Techa Van Leeuwen,
Aurora's Director of Bylaw
Services, said taxi fares had not
been reviewed or increased
since 2007.

"The approval of increased
taxicab fare for the first 200
metres of travel by eight per cent
to $3 would mirror the provincial
portion of tax and reduce finan-
cial implications on the taxicab
operators due to the implemen-
tation of the new tax and
increased operational costs
associated with taxi cabs," she
said.



Councillor reprimanded
Voter support was shown to

Councillor Buck by residents
who spoke at Open Forum on
the matter. 

Resident John Sargeant
agreed voters should decide
Councillor Buck's "fate".

Fellow resident David Heard
added the residents of Aurora
would not "win" from Mr.
Tsubouchi's decision. 

"This [process] has 100 per
cent taken its toll on a lot of peo-
ple, yourselves, people in our
community, people arguing and
bickering," he said before
"applauding" Councillor Buck for
her "courage" in her belief she
was acting "in the best interest of
the community”.

"I don't think it behooves the
Town of Aurora to be involved in
personal vendettas and personal
issues," said Guy Poppe. "Let's
get this behind us. Let's hear the
decision. Let's not start arguing
[whether we should wait until
after the election]. [Mr. Tsubouchi
has] made a decision, let's hear
it."

Heard it they did when Mr.
Tsubouchi came to the podium
to answer Council's questions
after some members last month
expressed discomfort in making
a decision without the benefit of
having him on hand for input. 

His delegation to council
spoke primarily to the process
involved in making his decision,
stressing he wasn't at the podi-
um to explain the decision itself.

Mr. Tsubouchi heralded both
the implementation of a Code of
Conduct and the creation of the
office of Integrity Commissioner
as "cutting edge" in the Province.

The creation and appoint-
ment fosters consensus, trans-
parency and accountability
"beyond which councils do not
have,” he said. "Many municipali-
ties do not have that and that
requires some leadership."

He also stressed that if coun-
cil was unsatisfied with the com-
plaint/decision process they are
at liberty to change it.

"Nothing is perfect the first
time you try it, although I must
say the Code of Conduct here
reflects what many municipalities
are doing right now, but right now
there is only a handful [of munic-
ipalities]," he said.

In his experience consulting
with other municipal integrity
commissioners in Vaughan,
Toronto, and Oakville, it is the
norm to report these matters to
the public rather than hold dis-
cussions in closed session. 

This, however, is "circular
logic", according to Councillor
Collins-Mrakas. 

"By virtue of making the
report public you have, in
essence, meted out the punish-
ment before any review of the
matter has been undertaken,

which is why I had indicated that
we could be on the 'cutting
edge', as you said, as instituting
a process that is truly fair to the
person against whom a com-
plaint has been lodged," she
said.

"Simply by virtue of making
the report public, a lot of people
feel where there is smoke there
is fire. Irrespective of what coun-
cil has decided, it is already out
there.

"I don't really think in light of
what has transpired I would
describe [this process] as cut-
ting edge. I think it has failed mis-
erably."

Councillor Collins-Mrakas
continued her questioning of Mr.
Tsubouchi for several minutes
on "how and what process the
investigation was taken" in light
of similar reports from other
municipalities, such matters as
the documentation he reviewed
as part of his investigation and
the people he spoke to during
the course of his research.

"Again, I am not going to get
involved with the investigation
part of things," Mr. Tsubouchi
said. "It is at my discretion to
meet with whomever I want to
meet with. It is my discretion to
meet with witnesses. It is my dis-
cretion as well to look at the doc-
umentation I choose to look at. 

Following Mr. Tsubouchi's
delegation, Councillor Wendy
Gaertner motioned for his report
to be received and the repri-
mand be issued. Some council-
lors expressed their fatigue with
the issue.

"We have spent, in my opin-
ion, far too much time on it
tonight, but far too much time on
the issue," said Councillor Al
Wilson. "I am very, very disap-
pointed in the deflection this

issue has taken us off our agen-
da, our agenda to do so many
things that needed to be done
during our term."

Mayor Phyllis Morris con-
cluded by calling this one of the
"most difficult issues to deal
with" having "been here since
1994."

"It deals with the dignity and
respect of this community. It is
not helpful to have the commu-
nity pitted against each other,"
she said. "It's not helpful to have
people leave the table and not
participate by just not wanting to
be a part of the discussion as
well."

With the reprimand issued,
Councillor Buck's name will
appear in Mr. Tsubouchi's annu-
al report to council.

Bridge
results

Monday, August 9 - North-
South: Anne White and Barbara
Wittmer; Lucille Sequeira and
Dave Legallais tied with Audrey
Robertson and Peter Winders for
second place; Carol Gordon and
Marg Cyr. East-West: Sandra
Davey and Sylvia Thompson;
Lynn Gowan and Anna
Kennedy; Noreen Hashem and
Marion Warburton.

Monday, August 16 - North-
South: Bernie O'Brien and Don
Strupart; Mary Oglanby and
Joan Rotenberg; Audrey
Robertson and Ev Dickie. East-
West: Don Newman and Murray
Sinclair; Priscilla Hull and Inger
Kamel; Judy Salmon and Greta
Ogden tied with Elaine Hunter
and Carol Davidson for third
place.

From page 1

Aurora’s Vic Paraninfo grew this six-foot long Italian zucchini in his garden on
Jasper Drive. Ordinarily, the zucchini is a small summer squash.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Newest council candidate
wants to make a difference

Paul Pirri, the latest Aurora
resident to jump into the council
race, also wants to get a jump
start on making a difference.

The 23-year-old part-time
political science and philosophy
student at the University of
Western Ontario says it is never
too early to start trying to making
an impact. 

"A lot of people say 'I want to
make the world a better place for
my kids'," he said. "I don't have
kids, and I don't plan on having
any for a little while, but I want to
start making an impact now, and
it is something I really believe in."

Mr. Pirri said he believes his
youth will bring a fresh and differ-
ent perspective to the council
table. People of his generation
have been "brushed off as being
one of the most self-centered
generations", he says, but
believes they have taught each
other "to be more self aware
than anybody else."

Mr. Pirri's campaign will focus
on three key areas, he said.

The first is bringing a "com-
pletely different perspective" to
the table, along with seeing
council run more efficiently, and
seeing parking removed from
Yonge Street, pending further
consultation with downtown
business owners. 

"I think the issue of parking
on Yonge Street does need to be
resolved," he said. "I think there
needs to be a greater emphasis

on letting people know there is
parking nearby behind Caruso's
and I think people are more
inclined to go shopping into
stores if they can see what is
inside of the stores. With all the
cars as you're driving by, you
can't see the stores."

"[A Councillor] should be able
to observe the people around
you and listen to what they are
saying," he added. "You can't
make blind decisions when
you're put up to represent peo-
ple. That's the biggest way I see
my youth impacting the way I
would run and the way I would
work on council."

This is something the current
council is lacking, he said. 

"It is lacking a clear sense of
community," he said. "First and
foremost you have to start with
the basics. You have to walk
before you can run. Right now I
feel they are not doing the basics
well."

If elected, while Mr. Pirri said
he would like to see Aurora's
downtown become more "peo-
ple-centred", he said he has
some reservations with the
town's draft promenade study.

"I think it's a good start [but] I
think some of the items that have
come up would be wishful at
best," he said. "I don't see any
campuses wanting to come to
downtown Aurora, but I think it is
a good start to get people talking
at least and hopefully at some
point there will be some action
on it."

As only the eighth declared
candidate in the council race at
press time, Mr. Pirri says his age
could be seen by some as "a
double-edged sword”.

"People either instantly look
at me and say that I am inexpe-
rienced, but on the flip side of
that, people will see my youth
and vigour, and motivation and
drive which a lot of people lose
as they get older," he said.  

People have tried to dis-
suade him from running, but Mr.
Pirri said he will stay the course. 

"I was speaking to a Member
of Parliament from another riding
and she strongly suggested I
stay away from politics at a
young age because there is a
strong possibility I would lose
hope and never go at it again," he
said. "Although I respect her
opinion greatly I think it is some-
thing I need to try for myself and
it is something I really need to
do."  

Meanwhile a poll conducted
by The Auroran didn’t amount to
much as far as incumbents seek-
ing re-election.

Councillor Bob McRoberts
announced late last week he
would not seek re-election, while
incumbent Wendy Gaertner has
already declared.

Councillor Alison Collins-
Mrakas said she would release a
statement next week, while
Councillor Stephen Granger
said, "you'll find out shortly”.

C o u n c i l l o r  E v e l i n a
MacEachern wouldn't go on the
record with any comments,
ahtough last week she denied a
rumour that she would run for
mayor.

Councillor Evelyn Buck has
said she would run again, but has
yet to register.

PAUL PIRRI
Photo by Russ Roelink
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ART CLASSES

BUSINESS SERVICES�

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
just like the Masters

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 
PROFESSIONAL

CLEANING 
with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

Dance Lessons
Dance Lessons start SEPTEMBER 13 and continue until November 8 (no lesson Oct. 11)

8 pm class - Rumba & Foxtrot
9 pm class - Samba & Foxtrot

Please call for advanced registration or pay at the door the first night 
The cost is just $95 per person for 8 weeks. Do I need special shoes?

No, but dance or leather soled shoes with non marking heels are best. Do not wear rubber soled shoes.

Class 
fee 

Only $95

Class 
fee 

Only $95
Including  HST

Including HST

(Please park around back and enter through that door)

DANCE PARTY Oct. 15 

Only $15Only $15

4,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   Reserved seating available 
Door Prizes  7:00 Doors Open –Dress code

 
          Latin/Ballroom and Line dancing until midnight 

with desserts & coffee @ 10:30. 
Location: Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora, 105 Industrial Parkway North

7:30 p.m. FREE  Rumba lesson

no dances 
Aug. & Sept.

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca Call Steve Miller at 416-587-4125
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week.   (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 
�

DRAWING CLASS
All level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
h t t p : / / w w w. y h a r t
studio.com

AIRPORT LIMOUSINE

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: limousines@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $69.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

Not everyone
needs your 
services

all the time
but...

if you want to 
be there 

when they do, 
advertise in 

THE AURORAN
Classifieds 

905-727-7128 

 
Protect Your 

Driveway 
Keep It Looking 

Like  New 

DRIVEWAY 
SEALING

905-841-8949 
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S 
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Advertise in 
THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

905-727-2620

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

� PIANO & VOCAL 

� SWIMMING INSTRUCTION 

If you would like 
us to search  
for a book  
visit us on-line at  
www.auroran.com  
then click on this icon   

R&R R R & & R R 
Revisited Revisited 

95 Edward Street 
905-727-3300 

Wellington Street East 

Metcalfe St. 
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Harrison Ave. X 

R & R Revisited 
95 Edward Street, corner  
of Harrison Avenue. 

HUGE HUGE 

STORE STORE 

 

 

R&R 
Revisited

BIGGER 
AND BETTER 
THAN EVER! NEW & USED BOOK  NEW & USED BOOK  NEW & USED BOOK 

HOURS:
MON. - FRI. 10 - 6

SAT. 10 - 4 
SUN.  NOON - 4

AURORA

SUMMER SPECIAL
$20/class. RCM exam,
concerts & festivals.
Marianna 416-721-
9727. Promotion for
new students only. 

Home Alterations, 
Small to Medium Home Renovation Projects, 

Hardwood Floor Installation, 
Interior and Exterior Painting  

General Home Maintenance and Repair.

Elite Handyman Services Inc. 

Web:www.EliteHandymanServicesInc.com

Ph: 289-380-0056 
email:ehsi@rogers.blackberry.net 

Seniors Discount Available 

S
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SS
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THE
AURORAN.COM 

• Recent 
Community 

Videos

• Business 
Directory

Looking 
for 

something 
to do 

this summer?

Check out our 
MONTH

AT-A-GLANCE
EVENT 

CALENDAR...

100’s of events  
in and around

Aurora!

Stairs
RENOVATION

• RAILING 
• REFACING
• NOSING

416-908-4338
AURORA
www.renew-stairs.com

WELLINGTON STREET

ST. JOHN’S SDRD.
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GARAGE SALE MAP
GARAGE 

SALE MAP
locator
is FREE 

to Aurora
Residents Only

Sponsored by: 
Sean Herbinson
Keller Williams 
Realty Centres
905-895-5972

Pedersen Hartwell Way

Advertise 
your lawn 

sale at 
NO COST
on our 
Garage 

Sale Map
905-727-7128

Aug. 22
1) 66 Earl Stewart Drive 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

CLASSES, SEMINARS 
WORKSHOPS & COURSES

CARPET - I have several
thousand yards of new
S t a i n m a s t e r  
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes car-
pet, pad and installation
(30 square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

� FOR SALE

� HELP WANTED � FOR RENT

� HELP WANTED

� NOTICE OF LIEN

� BUSINESS SERVICES

� ANNOUNCEMENT

� BUSINESS SUBLET

SPACE FOR SUBLET
Family/general dental practice in the 
SmartCentres plaza at Wellington
/404 looking to sublet approx. 900 sq.ft.
of unused interior space. Ideal for 
medical or other health care practice.

Dr. J. Talsky, Dr. L. Newton
(905) 727-7203

OFFICE SPACE FOR
RENT Mosley & Yonge
St. Call Telly 905-717-
4073.

ROOM FOR RENT
Hollidge/Bayview area.
Suitable for student.
Use of kitchen, laundry
and TV/exercise room.
$600. Parking. By
appointment. 905-503-
0420.

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cabinet
grand piano, with origi-
nal stool. $800. Please
call Bob 905-713-5002.

COMPUTER DESK 48”
x 28.5” x 42” high $60
($150 new at Staples)
almost new. Blue Suede
office chair. Good condi-
tion - high back, rollers.
$80. Call 905-503-0420

NON-COMPETITIVE
and COMPETITIVE
SWIMMING: Children
to adults. Aurora Selkies
and Masters Swim
Clubs. Register now for
the 2010/11 season.
www.swimgym.ca 905-
841-3450.

NEED A BUSINESS
PLAN? New or expand-
ing enterprises
www. fu tu re -p lan .ca
(905) 503-0472
David/Robert (Aurora)

NOTICE OF LIEN
SALE The personal
property, household
goods, and contents of
the following rental
spaces will be sold for
cash or otherwise dis-
posed of to satisfy
rental liens for unpaid
rent in accordance with
Ontario Statutes
Chapter R25 and our
lease agreement on
August 26, 2010 at
10am sharp at Northern
Self Storage, Aurora.
Unit Numbers: F01,
A37, C07, E11, D09,
G14.

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS to join our 
friendly team. FT/PT position required 

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings.
Drivers needed but not manditory

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

For more information call 

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7,  Aurora 

Guaranteed NEW stock;  
we never install used equipment.

• Water 
   Softeners 
• Reverse 
   Osmosis 
• Iron 
   Filters 
• Point of Use 
   Coolers

Ron Butler, 416-818-5075

FREE drinking water system with the 
purchase of a water softener.  

Supplies limited. 
Call now!!

END OF SUMMER SPECIAL!

50% OFF

$5 OFF

ANY SERVICE for NEW 
CLIENTS FIRST VISIT

ANY SERVICE WITH
MIN. $15 PURCHASE

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Cleaners

$5 OFF

Crystal WHITE Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH 

MIN. $30 PURCHASE
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

Crystal WHITE Cleaners Aurora 
905-841-6969

Hollidge and Bayview

Earl Stewart Drriv
e

Sher St.Kitts
Music Arts
Marketalk

RADIO SHOW
Live

Saturdays
1:30pm Call -

1(213)769-0918 OR
1(877)404-0799

www.blogtalkradio.
com/sher-st-kitts

JMCC LTD. IS IN NEED
OF 2 HEAVY DUTY
CLEANERS part time
M-F 4 hrs. Saturday 8
hrs. Full time M-Sunday
8 hrs. Please contact
416-653-6897 or fax
your resumé to 416-
781-6340.

BABYSITTER / AFTER
SCHOOL Care Needed
for our child in our
home. Responsibilities
include pick-up from
school at 3:30pm, pre-
pare snack, and help
with homework. We will
be home by 5:30pm at
the latest. Bathurst and
Bloomington area.
Email jessicas-
choe@hotmail.com or
call 416-873-4758.
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Plan now for the
future and take 

advantage of our 
HST promotion

530 Industrial Parkway South 
Aurora, ON 

Call Today 905-727-5421

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.

B
ay

vi
ew
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.

N

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Sterilization Units

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?
TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 

Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 
15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 

Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

Business Hours 
Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm

Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Since 1969

Our 41st Anniversary... 
Thank you, Aurora

Specializing in CHINESE FOOD, 
FAMILY DINING, BUSINESS LUNCHEONS

Rachel Wood and Kerstin
Palmer, both 12 years old,
(photo at right) held a
lemonade/treat sale last
weekend at a local play-
ground and raised more
than $60, which they ear-
marked for Ovarian
Cancer Canada. Some of
the group that helped is
shown in the top photo.
Kerstin’s mother, Gayle, is
currently busy organizing
the fourth annual mini-
Winners Walk of Hope, 
a 5-kilometre walk that
begins from Aurora’s
Confederation Park at
10.15 a.m. September 25.
The walk will be preceded
by a silent auction which
begins at 9.30 a.m. that
morning along with free
registration. Proceeds will
also go to Ovarian Cancer
Canada.

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape

Opera highlighted on screen 
All lovers of good music and

particularly those who love
opera and specifically the artis-
tic work of Puccini’s, please
note, Jytte Gillies presents
Madama Butterfly Friday,
September 10, at 7 p.m. on the
big screen in the ASA lounge.

In addition, Jytte has
booked Aurora’s own opera
singer Sarah Kyle to perform a
small repertoire of opera arias.

This program offers an
exciting evening of entertain-
ment.

G iacomo Pucc in i ’s
Madama Butterfly is standard
operatic music around the
world and ranks first among
operas performed in North
America.

Everybody is welcome to
attend the performance which
is by ticket only, purchased at
the front counter in the Seniors’
Centre on a first come basis at
a cost of $5 each.

The performance will prove
to be very popular so purchase
your tickets early. 

Evita, now playing at
Stratford, is an opportunity pre-
sented by the ASA as a trip
highlighted by the compelling
musical story of Evita Peron, a
powerful woman who gave
Argentina new political direc-
tions.

The show pulsates with
music as powerful as Evita
Peron was in real life.

Her personal and political
life narrates a story as com-
pelling as any in the history of
powerful women, and the pas-
sions, the energy and the
absolute charisma of this fabu-
lous woman are portrayed
unforgettably in this awesome
musical.

The date is Thursday,
September 23rd, the trip will be
by coach and tickets may be
purchased at the front counter,
subject to availability. 

The Whist program on
Tuesday attracted card players
as expected, and appears to
be a program worth pursuing.

The ASA attempts to pro-
vide language assistance to
those in need and currently, the
language registry provide
assistance in French,
Japanese, Spanish, Estonian,
German and Russian.

Without the slightest doubt,
to spend retirement among
people with whom language is
difficult or impossible, even by
reluctant choice presents for-
midable problems to the forma-
tion of ongoing social relation-
ships.

To learn to speak English,

even of a rudimentary nature
would help and with time,
some English words will prove
helpful.

Seniors’ Day at the
Farmers’ Market is almost
upon us on August 28th at the
Town Park in Aurora. 

The market is open from 8
a.m. until 1 p.m. and has
evolved into a special event at
which, on Seniors Day, the
seniors delight in displaying
who they are, what they do,
and how they can interest you.

The seniors’ booths will
present a variety of crafts
including high quality stitched
and knitted goods of all vari-
eties and a chess player will be
available from the ASA chess
club.

In addition, the ASA Silver
Stars will present their powers
of entertainment with song
and dance, comedy routines
and whatever fires their
sparkling imaginations on a
day of relaxed entertainment.

This is a day when seniors
get involved closely with the
community, and while it
requires work and organiza-
tion it is also a day that tends
to attract new members to the
ASA, and provides great satis-
faction to all.

The seniors have a great
deal to offer other seniors or
those who will soon be of sen-
ior age, which is 55 years or

older.
Activities include a well-

supported variety of card
games; a well equipped pool-
room, an up-to-date computer
room, with an abundance of
teaching skills among volun-
teer seniors to assist in
whichever direction your com-
puter interest points you.

Artists painting, knitters
and sewers, all produce work
for their personal benefit with
more offered for sale and often
donated to worthy causes.

Many women find an inter-
est in woodcarving and the
woodcarvings produced in the
wood shop are good.

Anybody can aspire to this
quality of workmanship, which
is a product of perseverance to
produce experience, which
paves the way for the gifted to
excel.

All of the activities I men-
tioned welcome new members
as do the Silver Stars who not
only entertain audiences but
also members of their own
group, and probably enjoy their
own superb improvisations as
much as anybody could enjoy
them.

If these words spark your
interest, visit the senior booths
and make yourself known
together with personal devel-
oped interests, or what you
aspire to do with your hard-
earned years of retirement.2009 investment

saves the Town
A $13,500 investment in

2009 potentially saved the
Town of Aurora an estimated
$1 million in damage after
smoke was detected in the
Town Hall's network room
last month. 

The smoke was detected
after a de-humidification coil
in the network's air condi-
tioning system overheated,
setting off the year-old dry
fire suppression system.

"Assuming a worst-case
scenario, all the equipment
in our [network] room gone,
nothing salvageable
because water has totally
taken it out, the replacement
cost would be $500,000,"
Jason Ballantyne, Manager
of Corporate
Communications for the
Town, told The Auroran
regarding possible damage if
the dry system had not been
in place.

"That would be the cost to
replace all the network
servers, switches, associat-

ed appliances, the whole
works. You have to add to
that labour, purchasing the
equipment, the assembly,
configuration, and restora-
tion - another $25,000.
Here's where we get into the
real unknowns: the impact of
not having a core opera-
tional business for one to two
weeks. This room is the
heart of the Town's business
operations. We do so many
things automated, we could
potentially lose revenue, lose
business, [and lose] produc-
tivity, another $500,000 esti-
mate.”

Mr. Ballantyne said the
Town believes the de-humid-
ification coil in the system
was defective but was out-
side its warranty period.

First installed in April,
2009 to the tune of $13,500,
the dry suppression system
in the network room consists
of two sets of smoke alarms,
according to Mr. Ballantyne -
a photo electric alarm and

an ionization alarm. 
"The difference between

the two is that photo-electric
senses visible smoke," he
said. "The ionization one is
typically when you can smell
smoke but you can't see it. It
is [sensitive enough] that it
picks up the smoke particles
before they are even visible.

"While there weren't
flames leaping out of the
computer, it is safe to say
that where there's smoke,
there's fire. It's a fail-safe sys-
tem so it takes both of those
to be triggered for the dry
suppression system to go
off."

The system uses Novec
1230, a fluid developed to
extinguish the fire. When dis-
charged, the fluid comes out
as a gas and suppresses the
fire using a cooling effect,
said Mr. Ballantyne. 
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Bringing the business community to you!

COUPON Timberlane Athletic Club go to theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Fitness

COUPON Crystal White Cleaners  go to theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Cleaning Services

2 week pass

COUPON Esthetic Services by Hilda go to theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Salons and Spas

Super Cleaning Specials - 50% Off NEW clients
$5 OFF any service with Min. $15 purchase 
$10 OFF any Servioce with Min $30 Purchase 

COUPONS
PRINT OUT THE ONLINE

and use them at participating businesses

 

Feature                            

Video coverage of:

THEAURORAN.COM

COUPON

FREE 
DRAW

FREE 
DRAW

FREE 
DRAW

COUPON

Visit 

So many things to see and do on our 
COMMUNITY BUSINESS AND EVENT CALENDAR! 
Go to theauroran.com and click on the events icon

BUSINESS & EVENT CalendarBUSINESS & EVENT Calendar
Watch Community VIDEOS

sponsored by local businesses

COUPONS

COUPON

Video
s

Video
s

Looking for something to do
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WinWin
FREE
DRAWS

and much more...and much more...
 COUPONS COUPONS

  ARTICLES  ARTICLES
SPECIALSSPECIALS

SaveSave SaveSave

go to: www.theauroran.com 

THIS SUMMER?
Check out our Event Calendar with100’s of events

*BACK TO SCHOOL STUDENT PROMOTION MANICURE 
AND PEDICURE $30.00 + HST 15% OFF ALL ESTHITIC SERVICES. 
COMPLIMENTARY SKIN CARE ANALYSiS AND CONSULTATION. 
10% OFF HERBALIND HAND CREAMS (WITH AHA & VITAMIN A+E)

• CHATS
• Doors Open
• Cat Show

CARE WHEN I NEED IT

15055 Yonge St., Aurora

905-727-2952Visit us online at www.chartwellreit.ca

Park Place Manor
Retirement Residence

“I’m relaxed because everything
I need is right here. Plus, there’s always

someone available if I need help.”

Understanding is the key 
to providing a level of care

that’s hard to match.

Our experience with seniors has
taught us to anticipate their
wants, needs and concerns. This
commitment to care eliminates
stress, and makes life more
enjoyable.

Awards Champagne and hors d’oeuvres recep-
tion at the Country Day School on Dufferin Street in
King Township. Tickets are $75 per person plus HST.
Event begins at 6.30 p.m.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12
Internationally acclaimed author Marina Nemat,

will read from her newest book, After Tehran, a Life
Reclaimed.  A story of courage and recovery, After
Tehran chronicles Nemat's confrontation with her
past, how she re-engages with her distant father, and
how ultimately she emerges from the emotional rav-
ages of post-traumatic stress. Free with a ticket, but
seating is limited. Event takes place at 7 p.m. in the
Magna Room at the Aurora Public Library.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16
Wesley United Church holds its annual harvest

fair from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. today. Wesley United is at
the corner of Woodbine and Aurora Rd.    

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27
The Reverend David Chisling will talk about

Garden Therapy at the regular meeting of the Aurora
Garden and Horticultural Society meeting at 8 p.m. at
the Aurora Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North.
Visitors are welcome. For more information call Ray
at 905-727-6168.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Join artist Bill Lewochko to learn about the art of

cartooning, and develop your own cartoon charac-
ters and style at the Aurora Public Library today from
10 a.m. to noon. This event is for children aged 9 to
14 and the cost of $10  includes all materials.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18
Aurora’s Pine Tree Potters’ Guild will host an

“Empty Bowls” fund-raising event to benefit the York
Region Food Network and Welcoming Arms. The
event will take place at the Aurora Cultural Centre
(Church Street School) with lunch from noon to 2
p.m. and dinner from 6.30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tickets will
be available after September 8. For the price of a
ticket, guests may choose from hundreds of hand-
made pottery bowls. Chefs from various Aurora
restaurants will be on hand to serve their signature
gourmet soups and artisan breads. For further infor-
mation, click on www.pinetreepotters.ca.

CONTINUING

Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria
and Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon meets every Tuesday
at 8 p.m. at the Aurora United Church on Yonge
Street.  For more information go to al-
anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets

on the fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at
the Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway
North. Visitors are welcome for only $2. For more
information call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a

capella Sweet Adelines chorus, a group of women
who gather Tuesday evenings at the Old Fire Hall,
Newmarket, to sing, share in the harmony of friend-
ship and learn the barbershop art form. York
Highlands is always looking for new women who
share the love of a capella music. Call Karen at 905-
726-2113 or Vikki at informa-
tion@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-

Newmarket’s award winning chorus, is looking for
male singers. The group meets every Wednesday
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire Hall, 140 Main
Street South, in Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first

Wednesday of each month at the Aurora Legion.
New members are welcome. Call 905-727-5012 for
more information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions Club meets the second and

fourth Thursdays at the Aurora Lions Hall, corner of

Mosley and Victoria Streets. Co-ed club welcomes
new members. For further information, call 905-727-
6079.

* * * *
Martha's Table, at St. Andrew's Presbyterian

Church, Aurora, is closed for the summer and will
start up again Thursday, September 2..

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking

for new members. You do not have to be a police offi-
cer nor are you required to read music to volunteer.
The group rehearses Monday evenings between
7.30 and 9.30 p.m. For further information, contact
the chorus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the coor-
dinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-
0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at

Cardinal Carter School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m.,
and offer a program for 12 years and older boys and
girls.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children’s Chorus welcomes tre-

ble voices. It is a choir dedicated to nurturing and
providing opportunities for children to express their
musical abilities. The chorus is open to boys and
girls ages 5-17. Contact the general director at
keepsinging@rogers.com

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors

(CHATS) is looking for volunteers to assist with the
activities in its Adult Day Program. The positions call
for a commitment of a few hours a week at its Aurora
location. Various times are available. Call Christine
at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the

Pioneer Club for boys and girls, age three to Grade
4 and the Junior High Club for boys and girls,
Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the Aurora Cornerstone
Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South. For more
information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday

at the Community Bible Church on Bathurst Street
just south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For
more information e-mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoff-
mann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Tuesday evenings

at 8.15 p.m. at the Aurora Heights Public School and
on Friday mornings at St. Andrews' Presbyterian
Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are
needed and beginners are welcome.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday at 6.30

p.m. at Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New members are
welcome. For further information call 905-713-9356.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148

meets the first and third Tuesday of each month at 8
p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington. For
more information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first

Thursday of each month at the Rising Sun Temple,
57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third

Saturday each month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30
a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call
905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for more informa-
tion.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday

night at Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street, at
7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the

Aurora Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.
* * * *

Canadian Federation of University Women holds
monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety
of speakers. Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.
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